
Dear Members of the fire services bill committee 

INQUIRY INTO THE FIREFIGHTERS' PRESUMPTIVE RIGHTS COMPENSATION AND FIRE SERVICES 

LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (REFORM) BILL 2017 

My name is Lachlan Butterfield and my background is as follows: 

• Joined CFA as a volunteer firefighter March of 2005

• Brigade member at Mt. Martha and Frankston Fire brigades

• Junior brigade leader

• 10 year service CFA medal

• Professional CFA firefighter since August of 2016

• Resigned as a volunteer firefighter in October of 2016

• I have responded to over 700 fire calls

I live in Frankston and work in Rowville. 

I am writing this submission in support of the proposed reform of the fire services. 

1. Response

Starting as a volunteer in the outer metro are of Melbourne, where my former brigade could 

easily fill three fire trucks with crews of suitable qualifications and be able to respond within four 

minutes. 

These days, talking to current brigade members they tell me it is now struggle to respond a vehicle 

with a driver, let alone a full crew of qualified structure firefighters. This is due to factors such as 

brigade members now having to find work out of the area and being upwards of over an hour away 

daily and not being able to respond. Another reason is brigade members are finding it harder to give 

up time at work to respond due to financial strain and work stress. The simple fact is people just 

don't have the time to volunteer as much as they use to, I can personally attest to this from my 

background. 

In my past as a volunteer I have witnessed inadequate responses such as: 

• Being on the first arriving appliance to a support call that was 12km away and over an 14

minute drive after taking 5 minutes to respond, resulting in a time of over 19 minutes before

we arrived on scene, the next fire truck that arrived, which was from the primary brigade,

only had the driver as crew.

• Waiting over 6 minutes, before having to tell Vicfire that we won't be responding a truck

and to page another brigade in our place because no driver was available, I have had to do

this numerous times in my years as a volunteer.

• Having to ask Vicfire respond call for another brigade to be responded to a child locked in a

car on a hot day as we had no drivers available.

• Responded as a volunteer with Frankston fire brigade to a house fire in Carrum Downs with

a crew of another volunteer and 2 professional firefighters. It took us over 12 minutes to

arrive on scene at the support call and we were the first full crew of BA operators into the

building to do a search for possible casualties.

• Being the incident controller at a spreading grass and scrub fire because I was the most

senior person on scene besides the driver. I was only a volunteer firefighter for less than a

year and had minimum wildfire qualifications.
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