
Dear Assistant Clerk Committees, 

RE: INQUIRY INTO THE FIREFIGHTERS PRESUMPTIVE RIGHTS 
COMPENSATION AND FIRE SERVICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (REFORM) 
BILL 2017 

I write to express my support for the long overdue reforms to Victoria’s Fire 
Services. 

My name is Chris Joyce and I work as a fire fighter with the Metropolitan Fire 
Brigade.  I work at fire station #39 in Port Melbourne and have been employed 
for 12 months.  I have seen and experienced first-hand just how essential it is to 
have an appropriately trained, ready-to-respond fire service in what is currently 
Melbourne’s metropolitan fire district. The fact that in 2017, such a large portion 
of Melbourne’s sprawling metropolis and Victoria’s ever expanding regional cities 
fall outside of this district I find of genuine concern. 

I wish to draw your attention to two considerations I believe should be at the 
forefront of the decisions made by this committee: 

Medical Emergencies 
In the 12 months I’ve worked as a fire fighter, I’ve responded to medical 
emergencies including cardiac arrests and car accidents in which occupants have 
been injured and/or trapped. These incidents are time critical. A delay of mere 
minutes can and will literally cost lives. 
Since the Emergency Medical Response was instated in October of 2001 as a 
continuing role of the MFB by the Minister for Health it has evolved constantly to 
improve our response and service to the community, in 2015 a media release 
(www.mfb.vic.gov.au/News/MFB-firefighters-attending-increasing-number-of-
medical-calls.html), by the at the time Chief Fire Officer Peter Rau, stated that 
the program had “Saved more than 200 lives.” 
Due to the current Emergency Service boundaries and systems in place that 
were designed to handle a very different Victoria from over 60 years in the past 
to what Victoria is today, it is difficult to tell my family and friends who live in 
urbanised areas outside of Melbourne that if one of these events were to occur 
that potentially fewer emergency services members will be responded and that 
they could be potentially be waiting longer for those emergency services to 
arrive on scene when compared to other zones of Melbourne.  
Conducting a reform to the Fire Services can potentially increase the ability for 
Emergency Medical Response to Victorians from Fire services and save more 
lives. 

Structure fires 
Responding to fires that occur in houses, apartments, workplaces, schools and 
hospitals is the core function of fire services. 
To ensure the upmost safety of the community, occupants of buildings and the 
fire-fighters who attend structure fires, a minimum of seven fire fighters are 
dispatched to all fires in order to ensure all emergency actions can be taken in 
the confidence that suitable manpower and resources are available to the fire 
fighters. 
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