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for Fire fighters legislation in the same bill when that part has bipartisan support.  
• No evidence of data or enquiries has been made publicly available that support the claim that splitting the 
CFA is about public safety. We understand that there have been a number of major enquiries into the fire 
services following large fire events, and to our knowledge none of them has recommended the splitting of 
the Country Fire Authority. 
• The proposal as presented to the public does not appear to have been costed, is unfunded and without cost 
benefit analysis. 
• The potential that the proposal by the Government to co-locate a volunteer brigade with a paid firefighter 
brigade when each has their own assets, equipment and vehicles could ultimately see a breakdown in 
operational procedures and a further loss of goodwill between the volunteer and paid firefighters. 
 
With reference to the committee’s Terms of Reference, particularly  
A. impact on fire service delivery across Victoria and  
B. effect on volunteer engagement and participation in fire service delivery 
One would assume that to fully appreciate these issues extensive community consultation is required. Whilst 
we have been advised that some meetings have occurred in Integrated Fire Services with only fire service 
staff present, we have also been advised by Government representatives that there have been no community 
consultations in any Victorian community. Members of the CWA of Victoria find this extremely concerning 
given the interest that community members have regarding fire safety and their awareness of the impact on 
their communities of the current situation. 
 
The lack of community consultation is inconsistent with the principles underlying the Government’s 
Regional Partnerships initiative  
 
Members of The Country Women’s Association of Victoria consider that the proposed changes place the 
safety of Victorians at risk and urge you to support our request for serious and extensive community 
consultation about this important issue. 
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