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2020
Date Announcement Source

28 January Term 1 begins.

Department of Education, Skills and 
Employment (2020) ‘Back to school 
dates 2020’, DESE website, [archived 19 
February 2020].

22 February

Travel exemptions to be granted to 
senior high school students who 
cannot travel to Australia, due to 
restrictions on foreign nationals 
who have been in mainland China.

D. Andrews (Premier) (2020) 
Facilitating China-based students to 
attend Year 11 and 12, media release, 22 
February. 

22 March
It’s announced that the school 
holidays will be brought forward to 
24 March.

D. Andrews (Premier) (2020) Statement 
from the Premier, media release, 22 
March. 

24 March Term 1 concludes.
D. Andrews (Premier) (2020) Statement 
from the Premier, media release, 22 
March.

27 March Original Term 1 end date.

Department of Education, Skills and 
Employment (2020) ‘Back to school 
dates 2020’, DESE website, [archived 19 
February 2020].

7 April
It’s announced that during Term 2 
‘all children who can learn at home 
must learn from home’.

D. Andrews (Premier) & J. Merlino
(Minister for Education) (2020) 
Victorian students to learn from home, 
as VCE timelines revised, media release, 
7 April. 

14 April Term 2 begins with a pupil-free 
day. 

Department of Education, Skills and 
Employment (2020) ‘Back to school 
dates 2020’, DESE website, [archived 19 
February 2020].

15 April Students begin Term 2 classes, 
remotely.

D. Andrews (Premier) & J. Merlino
(Minister for Education) (2020) 
Victorian students to learn from home, 
as VCE timelines revised, media release, 
7 April.

12 May A timeline for resuming on-site 
learning is released. 

D. Andrews (Premier) (2020) Getting 
our kids back into the classroom, media 
release, 12 May. 

22 May Details on how VCE and VCAL 
exams will be run are released.

J. Merlino (Minister for Education) 
(2020) Certainty for students with 
exams to start in November, media 
release, 22 May. 

25 May Pupil-free day.
D. Andrews (Premier) (2020) Getting 
our kids back into the classroom, media 
release, 12 May.

https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20200219005726/http:/pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/180147/20200219-0110/www.education.gov.au/school-term-dates-2020.html
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/facilitating-china-based-students-attend-year-11-and-12
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/statement-premier-61
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/statement-premier-61
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20200219005726/http:/pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/180147/20200219-0110/www.education.gov.au/school-term-dates-2020.html
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/victorian-students-learn-home-vce-timelines-revised
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20200219005726/http:/pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/180147/20200219-0110/www.education.gov.au/school-term-dates-2020.html
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/victorian-students-learn-home-vce-timelines-revised
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/getting-our-kids-back-classroom
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/certainty-students-exams-start-november
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/getting-our-kids-back-classroom
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Date Announcement Source

26 May

Prep, Grade 1 and 2, VCE and VCAL 
students, vulnerable students in 
Year 3 – 10 and those whose 
parents cannot work from home 
resume on-site learning.

J. Merlino (Minister for Education) 
(2020) First wave of students back in 
the classroom, media release, 26 May.

9 June Grades 3 – 10 return to on-site 
learning.

J. Merlino (Minister for Education) 
(2020) All students back in the 
classroom, media release, 9 June. 

26 June Term 2 concludes.

Department of Education, Skills and 
Employment (2020) ‘Back to school 
dates 2020’, DESE website, [archived 19 
February 2020].

7 July

The plan for school in Term 2 is 
released. 

VCE students in metropolitan 
Melbourne and Mitchell Shire will 
return to on-site learning for Term 
3 as planned on 13 July.

Prep – Year 10 students will have 
an additional week of school 
holidays.

D. Andrews (Premier) (2020) Statement 
from the Premier, media release, 7 July. 

9 July

Daily temperature checks to be 
introduced in schools across 
metropolitan Melbourne and 
Mitchell Shire.

D. Andrews (Premier) (2020) 
Temperature checks to be introduced in 
Term 3, media release, 9 July.

12 July

Prep – Year 10 students in 
metropolitan Melbourne and 
Mitchell Shire will begin Term 3 
with remote learning from Monday 
20 July until at least 19 August.

D. Andrews (Premier) & J. Merlino 
(Minister for Education) (2020) Return 
to flexible and remote learning, media 
release, 12 July. 

13 July

Term 3 begins. 

Only VCE, VCAL and students 
whose parents and carers cannot 
work from home, and those 
attending local specialist schools, 
return to on-site learning. 

Schools in regional and rural 
Victoria return to on-site learning.

Department of Education, Skills and 
Employment (2020) ‘Back to school 
dates 2020’, DESE website, [archived 19 
February 2020].

D. Andrews (Premier) (2020) 
Temperature checks to be introduced in 
Term 3, media release, 9 July.

20 July

Most Prep – Year 10 students begin 
Term 3 remote learning.

Face masks to be required in 
schools from 23 July.

D. Andrews (Premier) & J. Merlino
(Minister for Education) (2020) Face 
coverings and masks for metro schools,
media release, 20 July. 

https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/first-wave-students-back-classroom
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/all-students-back-classroom
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20200219005726/http:/pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/180147/20200219-0110/www.education.gov.au/school-term-dates-2020.html
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/statement-premier-74
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/temperature-checks-be-introduced-term-3
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/return-flexible-and-remote-learning
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20200219005726/http:/pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/180147/20200219-0110/www.education.gov.au/school-term-dates-2020.html
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/temperature-checks-be-introduced-term-3
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/face-coverings-and-masks-metro-schools
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2 August

All school children (including in 
regional and rural Victoria) to 
return to remote learning from 5 
August. Children of permitted 
workers and vulnerable children 
may attend on-site learning.

D. Andrews (Premier) (2020) Statement 
on changes to regional restrictions, 
media release, 2 August. 

4 August Pupil-free day for those who 
attend on-site learning.

D. Andrews (Premier) (2020) Statement 
on changes to Melbourne’s restrictions, 
media release, 2 August.

5 August All students return to remote 
learning. 

D. Andrews (Premier) (2020) Statement 
on changes to Melbourne’s restrictions, 
media release, 2 August.

18 September Term 3 concludes.

Department of Education, Skills and 
Employment (2020) ‘Back to school 
dates 2020’, DESE website, [archived 19 
February 2020].

21 September
A timeline for the return to on-site 
learning in regional and rural 
Victoria is announced.

J. Merlino (Minister for Education) 
(2020) School camps to return for 
regional and rural Victoria, media 
release, 21 September. 

5 October

Term 4 begins.

All students in metropolitan 
Melbourne and Mitchell Shire 
continue to learn remotely. 

Prep – Grade 6 students in 
standalone schools in regional and 
rural Victoria return to on-site 
learning. Year 7 – 10, VCE and VCAL 
students in regional and rural 
Victoria continue to learn remotely.

D. Andrews (Premier) & J. Merlino
(Minister for Education) (2020) 
Roadmap for all students return to the 
classroom, media release, 5 October.

8 October
Prep to Grade 6 students in P – 12 
regional and rural schools return to 
on-site learning.

J. Merlino (Minister for Education) 
(2020) School camps to return for 
regional and rural Victoria, media 
release, 21 September.

12 October

Primary school, Year 7, VCE and 
VCAL students return to on-site 
learning in metropolitan Melbourne 
and Mitchell Shire. 

Years 7 – 10, VCE and VCAL 
students in regional and rural 
Victoria return to on-site learning.

D. Andrews (Premier) & J. Merlino
(Minister for Education) (2020) Metro 
students head back to the classroom, 
media release, 12 October. 

J. Merlino (Minister for Education) 
(2020) School camps to return for 
regional and rural Victoria, media 
release, 21 September.

https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/statement-changes-regional-restrictions
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/statement-changes-melbournes-restrictions
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/statement-changes-melbournes-restrictions
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20200219005726/http:/pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/180147/20200219-0110/www.education.gov.au/school-term-dates-2020.html
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/school-camps-return-regional-and-rural-victoria
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/roadmap-all-students-return-classroom
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/school-camps-return-regional-and-rural-victoria
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/metro-students-head-back-classroom
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/school-camps-return-regional-and-rural-victoria
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2020 / 2021
Date Announcement Source

26 October

Year 8 – 10 students in 
metropolitan Melbourne and 
Mitchell Shire return to on-site 
learning.

J. Merlino (Minister for Education) 
(2020) Every student returns to the 
classroom, media release, 26 October. 

19 December Term 4 concludes. 

Department of Education, Skills and 
Employment (2020) ‘Back to school 
dates 2020’, DESE website, [archived 19 
February 2020].

27 January Term 1 begins. All students return 
to learning on-site. 

Department of Education and Training 
(2021) ‘School term dates and holidays 
in Victoria’, DET website, [archived 4 
March 2021]. 

12 February
As part of the circuit-breaker 
lockdown, students will not return 
to school on 15 February.

D. Andrews (Premier) (2021) Statement 
from the Premier, media release, 12 
February. 

15–17 February All students return to remote 
learning.

D. Andrews (Premier) (2021) Statement 
from the Premier, media release, 12 
February. 

18 February All students return to on-site 
learning.

D. Andrews (Premier) (2021) Statement 
from the Premier, media release, 17 
February. 

28 May

As part of the circuit-breaker 
lockdown, students will return to 
remote learning until at least 3 
June. 

J. Merlino (Acting Premier) (2021) 
Statement from the Acting Premier, 
media release, 27 May. 

3 June

In metropolitan Melbourne, Year 11 
and 12 students return to on-site 
learning. 

All students in regional and rural 
Victoria return to on-site learning. 

J. Merlino (Acting Premier) (2021) 
Statement from the Acting Premier, 
media release, 2 June.

11 June All students return to on-site 
learning. 

J. Merlino (Acting Premier) (2021) 
Statement from the Acting Premier, 
media release, 9 June.

25 June Term 2 concludes.

Department of Education and Training 
(2021) ‘School term dates and holidays 
in Victoria’, DET website, [archived 4 
March 2021].

12 July Term 3 begins.

Department of Education and Training 
(2021) ‘School term dates and holidays 
in Victoria’, DET website, [archived 4 
March 2021].

https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/every-student-returns-classroom
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20200219005726/http:/pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/180147/20200219-0110/www.education.gov.au/school-term-dates-2020.html
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20210303130144/https:/education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/statement-premier-85
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/statement-premier-85
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/statement-premier-86
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/statement-acting-premier-1
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/statement-acting-premier-2
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/statement-acting-premier-3
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20210303130144/https:/education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20210303130144/https:/education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx
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2021
Date Announcement Source

16 July All students return to home 
learning.

D. Andrews (Premier) (2021) Statement 
from the Premier, media release, 15 
July.

28 July All students return to on-site 
learning.

D. Andrews (Premier) & M. Foley 
(Minister for Health) (2021) Lockdown 
lifted across Victoria, media release, 27 
July.

6 August All students return to remote 
learning.

D. Andrews (Premier) & M. Foley 
(Minister for Health) (2021) Seven day 
lockdown to keep Victorians safe, 
media release, 5 August.

9 August Regional and rural students return 
to on-site learning.

Victorian Government (2021) 
Metropolitan Melbourne and Regional 
Victoria restrictions from 11:59pm 
Monday 9 August 2021

23 August Regional and rural students return 
to remote learning.

Victorian Government (2021) Statewide
restrictions from 1:00pm Saturday 21 
August 2021.

10 September
Prep-Grade 2 and Year 12 students 
in regional and rural Victoria return 
to on-site learning.

D. Andrews (Premier) & M. Foley 
(Minister for Health) (2021) Coronavirus 
Restrictions To Lift For Regional 
Victoria, media release, 8 September.

17 September Term 3 concludes.

Department of Education and Training 
(2021) ‘School term dates and holidays 
in Victoria’, DET website, [archived 4 
March 2021].

4 October

Term 4 begins.

A staged return to school for on-
site learning is announced.

Department of Education and Training 
(2021) ‘School term dates and holidays 
in Victoria’, DET website, [archived 4 
March 2021].

Prep to Year 2 and Year 12 (inc. unit 
3 and 4 VCE, VCAL and IB 
students) students in regional and 
rural Victoria return to on-site 
learning.

Victorian Government (2021) ‘Staged 
return to onsite learning for schools’, 
Victorian Government website, 
reviewed 17 October [archived 22 
October]

6 October

Year 12 students (inc. unit 3 and 4 
VCE, VCAL and IB students) in 
metropolitan Melbourne return to 
on-site learning.

Year 11 students in regional and 
rural Victoria return to on-site 
learning Monday to Friday.

Victorian Government (2021) ‘Staged 
return to onsite learning for schools’, 
Victorian Government website, 
reviewed 17 October [archived 22 
October]

https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/statement-premier-92
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/lockdown-lifted-across-victoria
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/seven-day-lockdown-keep-victorians-safe
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-08/210809%20-%20Restriction%20Changes.pdf
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-08/210821%20-%20Table%20of%20Restrictions.pdf
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-restrictions-lift-regional-victoria-0
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20210303130144/https:/education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20210303130144/https:/education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20211017163641/https:/www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/returning-to-onsite-learning
https://web.archive.org/web/20211017163641/https:/www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/returning-to-onsite-learning
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2021
Date Announcement Source

11 October

In regional and rural Victoria: 
• Grades 3 and 4 return to on-

site learning on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.

• Grades 5 and 6 return to on-
site learning on Thursday and 
Friday.

• Year 7 students return to on-
site learning Monday to 
Friday.

• Year 8 and 9 students return 
to on-site learning on Tuesday 
and Wednesday.

• Year 10 students return to on-
site learning on Thursday and 
Friday.

Victorian Government (2021) ‘Staged 
return to onsite learning for schools’, 
Victorian Government website, 
reviewed 17 October [archived 22 
October]

18 October

In metropolitan Melbourne: 
• Prep students return to on-

site learning on Monday to 
Wednesday.

• Grades 1 and 2 return to on-
site learning on Thursday and 
Fridays.

Victorian Government (2021) ‘Staged 
return to onsite learning for schools’, 
Victorian Government website, 
reviewed 17 October [archived 22 
October]

22 October

In metropolitan Melbourne: 
• Grades 3 and 4 return to on-

site learning on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 

• Grades 5 and 6 return to on-
site learning on Thursday and 
Friday.

• Year 7 students return to on-
site learning on Monday to 
Friday.

• Years 8 and 9 return to on-
site learning on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.

• Year 10 students return to on-
site learning on Thursday and 
Friday.

• Year 11 students return to on-
site learning on Monday to 
Friday.

All year levels in regional and 
rural Victoria return to on-site 
learning Monday to Friday.

Victorian Government (2021) ‘Staged 
return to onsite learning for schools’, 
Victorian Government website, 
reviewed 17 October [archived 22 
October]

5 November All students return to on-site 
learning full time.

Victorian Government (2021) ‘Staged 
return to onsite learning for schools’, 
Victorian Government website, 
reviewed 17 October [archived 22 
October]

17 December Term 4 concludes.

Department of Education and Training 
(2021) ‘School term dates and 
holidays in Victoria’, DET website, 
[archived 4 March 2021].

https://web.archive.org/web/20211017163641/https:/www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/returning-to-onsite-learning
https://web.archive.org/web/20211017163641/https:/www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/returning-to-onsite-learning
https://web.archive.org/web/20211017163641/https:/www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/returning-to-onsite-learning
https://web.archive.org/web/20211017163641/https:/www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/returning-to-onsite-learning
https://webarchive.nla.gov.au/awa/20210303130144/https:/education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx
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