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FOUR MILLION HECTARES - 18% OF VICTORIA
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71 National & State Parks

13 Marine National Parks

11 Marine Sanctuaries

3 Wilderness Parks

30 Metropolitan Parks, 2700 Reserves

41,000 Assets And Registered Aboriginal Places

15,500km Roads

3,700km Tracks And Trails

430+ Licenced Tour Operators

250 Commercial Agreements

Volunteer & community programs –

222,000 volunteer hours a year

1,600+ Events Per Year
Economic benefits – Park Attributable Tourism Expenditure $2.1B 

Park Attributable Jobs - 20,470

PARKS VICTORIA
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KEY LEGISLATION

Crown Land 
(Reserves) 

Act
Forests Act

Land Act

Marine Safety 
Act

National Parks 
Act

Port Management Act

Wildlife Act

Conservation, Forests 
and Lands Act

Parks 
Victoria Act
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• 2,315 km or 72% of Victoria’s coastline.

• Examples:

• Coastlines of terrestrial parks such as Croajingolong National Park or Point Cook 
Coastal Park

• Marine national parks  such as Port Phillip Heads, marine sanctuaries and coastal 
reserves.

• Manage the local ports of Port Phillip, Western Port and Port Campbell under the Port 
Management Act 1995.

• Waterway Manager, such as recreation on the Yarra River.

• Manage more than $245+ million worth of maritime infrastructure including piers, 
jetties and aids to navigation.

THE COAST AND WATERWAYS
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WHAT WE DELIVER 

 

The recreational boating and fishing industries contribute indirect and direct economic outputs of 
approximately $12.6 billion per year to Victoria and support an estimated 52,000 fulltime 
positions. 

 

Of the $2.6 billion direct output from recreational fishing, $1.3 billion 
 is attributable to the Port Phillip and Western Port region, directly supporting 8,403 jobs. 

 

68% of all registered Victorian boats operate on Port Phillip and Western Port 

 
59 Licenced Tour Operators operated in the local ports- 41 in Port Phillip, 8 in Western Port and 10 across 
both Ports  

 
 

 

69.3 million 
Visits 

 

263,000 ha 
Water 

 

7 
Marine 
Protected 
Areas  

61 
Boat Ramps1 

 

16 
Channels 

          

 

43 
Piers and 
Jetties2 

 

3000 
Moorings 

 

1000 
Aids to 
Navigation 

 

15 
Local 
Government 
Areas  

9 
Aquaculture 
Fisheries        
Reserves 
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MANAGING COUNTRY TOGETHER
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MANAGING COUNTRY TOGETHER



9

• Currently 26 parks and reserves 
(~308,000 hectares)

• Ministerially-appointed Traditional 
Owner Land Management Boards 
established to prepare joint 
management plans and oversight 
implementation

JOINT MANAGEMENT
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Four key principles

• The wellbeing of all societies 
depends on healthy ecosystems

• Parks nurture healthy ecosystems 

• Contact with nature is essential 
for improving emotional, physical 
and spiritual health and 
wellbeing

• Parks are fundamental to 
economic growth and to vibrant 
and healthy communities
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Planning together with Traditional Owner communities
Partnerships with other authorities such as CMAs and Melbourne Water in habitat 
programs or landscape, other government entities on matters such as mountain biking 
directions or fishing, and VPA or councils on precinct level planning and change. 
Over 350 different community groups volunteer on the parks estate, attracting around 
20,000 volunteers. This makes PV one of the State’s largest volunteer involving 
organisations
Volunteering activity includes not only working with more than 100 Friends Groups, but 
we also work with many other community groups including recreational user groups (e.g. 
bushwalking, mountain biking, shooting), heritage groups as well as field naturalist and 
citizen science groups 
Parks Victoria also directly manages a growing Parkhost program including Volunteer Track 
Rangers, Campground Host, Trailrider (all terrain wheelchair) hosts, and Parkwalks hosts. 
These programs are increasingly attracting younger volunteers.

PARKS VICTORIA AS A PARTNER
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Examples of current and emerging community partnerships include:
• AMES Australia and Southern Migrant Refugee Centre to encourage new migrants and refugee 

communities to learn about and participate in nature
• Scouts Victoria
• Blind Sports Victoria (e.g. sensory trails and “walk in the park’ program)
• Dementia Australia (building Australia’s first dementia trail at Ballarat)
• South East Melbourne Primary Healthcare Network – to provide resources for health practitioners 

to encourage park experiences for improved health and wellbeing)
• YMCA (all abilities camping)
• Heart Foundation (heart health walks)
• AMAZE (supporting children with autism to experience parks)
• Bush Kinders
• Earthwatch citizen science programs
• Many schools and educational groups
• Bushwalking Victoria
• Victoria Walks
• Live Life Get Active (‘green exercise’ in parks)

PARKS VICTORIA AS A PARTNER
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Victoria’s Great Outdoors

Park Victoria is delivering $64.54 million part 
of the $105.6 million program  

Suburban Parks Program

Parks Victoria is delivering $27.35 million in 
projects

Other Initiatives

• Wilsons Prom Revitalisation - $23 million

• St Kilda Pier - $50.3 million

• Gariwerd Projects - $18.76 million

• Falls to Hotham Stage 1 - $15 million

• Murray River Adventure Trail

• Cape Conran - $3.5 million

• Altona Pier - $10 million
• Tower Hill - $11.3 million
• Fire Recovery Projects

OVERVIEW OF CURRENT INITIATIVES
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Park Victoria is delivering a $64.54 
million program featuring: 

• Campgrounds, 4WD and Trails

• Seasonal rangers

• Yallock-Bulluk Marine and 
Coastal Park

• Volunteer innovation

• Cut camping fees

The diverse program is all about 
getting people in nature

VICTORIA’S 
GREAT 
OUTDOORS
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Park Victoria is delivering a $ 27.35 
million program featuring: 

• Plenty River Trail - $19.3 
million

• Wattle Park - $4.3 million

• 3 new regional parks 

• Refreshed planning for 
Werribee River & Toolern

SUBURBAN 
PARKS 
PROGRAM
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SUBURBAN PARKS PROGRAM – CLYDE REGIONAL PARK
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SUBURBAN PARKS PROGRAM – KOROROIT CREEK REGIONAL PARK
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SUBURBAN PARKS PROGRAM – WERRIBEE TOWNSHIP REGIONAL PARK
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SUBURBAN PARKS PROGRAM – WERRIBEE TOWNSHIP REGIONAL PARK
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SUBURBAN PARKS PROGRAM – TOOLERN CREEK REGIONAL PARK
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SUBURBAN PARKS PROGRAM – WERRIBEE RIVER REGIONAL PARK
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State Budget (Nov 2020) for renewal and enhancement of urban facilities

• Asset – preventative, monitoring and maintenance, make safe for high consequence assets 
– total $31 million

• Urban Park Active Wellbeing - $21 million
• Safer playgrounds - $1.3 million
• Staff – 57 Rangers plus support staff
• Additional cleaning toilets and playscapes - $2 million
• Specific initiatives

o Olinda - $3.4 million
o Jells Park - $5.9 million
o Corben Oval at Yarra Bend Park - $1.6 million 

OTHER GOVERNMENT FUNDED INITIATIVES
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Valuing Victoria’s Parks
DELWP and Parks Victoria project to calculate benefits using an 
environmental accounting framework
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/about-us/valuing-victorias-parks

Evaluation against Parks Victoria’s strategic pillars
Parks Victoria has been using a ‘benefit evaluation tool’ for 
assessing scale of impact and contribution of any action
Quantitative approach to the benefits in the context of scale, time, 
beneficiaries

BENEFIT CALCULATION

https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/about-us/valuing-victorias-parks
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A landscape approach is important for managing the park network to recognise landscape-scale 
processes that often extend beyond traditional management boundaries. 
Application of planning to protect habitats and provide ecosystem services; facilitate visitor journeys 
and nature-based experiences; connection of economic outcomes and community needs.   
It also acknowledges the importance of cultural landscapes.
Where needed, Parks Victoria also takes a master plan focus such as for Point Nepean National Park 
or Plenty Gorge Park 

LANDSCAPE APPROACH TO PARK PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT
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Parks Victoria is preparing an inaugural Land Management Strategy (LMS) to frame how 
the parks network responds to key factors like: 
• Healthy and resilient natural environments
• Enabling Traditional Owner self-determination 
• Positive community and visitor health and wellbeing outcomes
• Climate change mitigation and adaptation
• Support for a strong nature-based tourism economy
• Managing the landscape through partnerships

Parks Victoria is preparing this LMS to provide a robust set of aspirations, principles, 
themes and indicators as to how the parks estate will be protected, enhanced and valued.

Community consultation on a draft will occur in 2021

LAND MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
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