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war the Germans contrO'lled the briar in
dustry ~ and that they were driving the 
British manufacturers out of the market. 
Here, t.hen, is an oppontunity for the Go-
vernment. They should see t.hat every 
facility is given to establish these indus
tries at which inc,apacitated soldiers can 
be employed. The Government should 
lend their assistance to the establishment 
of an industry in which our O'wn timbers 
will be used. We, can make pipes to com
\lara with the beet made in otheT coun
tries. I believe the Treasurer will do 
anything he can to remove the difficulties 
in the way. Last week I called on ~lr. 
Swinburne, of the Inter-State Commission, 
and put the case before him. I hope we 
are not going to allow anything to block 
these industries, for we know they will be 
of great advantage. We should do every
thing we lean to train the returned soldie'rs. 
Some of them will become instructors, 
.and they will be 'able to teach other men 
who will be coming back far probably a 
long time to' come. I a.ppeal to the Trea
surer to do all he can in this matter. I 
beJieve that the Attorney-General will 
have some influence, for he is interested in 
the company I have referred to. He . 
should ende,avour to see that everything 
is done to remove the difficulties in the 
way .. 

1\1:r . STEWART .-1 was very pleased 
to hear the remarks' of the honarable 
member for Prahran on the subject of re
p,atriation. I was very pleased indeed to 
hear him refer to the possibilities of set
tlement in the Murray Valley. I quite 
agree with him that in that valley we 
have a finer opportunity for the s,ettle
ment of our returned saldiers than any
where else in the State. At present 
the Murray is in flood. All :t.he lakes 
and lagoons are full, and along the bor
der of the Murray there are hundreds of 
thousands of acres of Crown lands which 
are absolutely the finest lands in the 
State. Still no settlers are there. On 
the land almost every kind of timber is 
to be found; grass is growing in profu
sion, and it is so thick and high that; as 
one walks through it, he leaves a trail 
behind him like he does when walking 
through crops. ThroU!gh this country 
runs the finest river in Australia. That 
is the place whe1'e we should settle our 
returned soldiers. We should not think 
of settling them on land nearer the sea
board, some of which, I understand, has 

been purchased for soldier settlements at 
from £18 to £20 an acre. 

Mr . .T. CAMERON (Gippsland East).
W ~ could give £50 an acre for land if it 
was worth it. 

Mr. STEWART:-It would be very 
much better to clear some of this land in 
the Mallee, erect houses and fencing, and 
secure a stock and domestic supply of 
water, than purchase land in other parts 
of the State. The returned soldiers 
might be charged for the improvements, 
but surely the ~ell who are fighting for 
our country, while we sit here in com
fort, are entitled to a piece of the land 
they have been defending, without being 
charged £50 an acre for it. The soldiers' 
settlement at Merbein is an' object lesson 
in the repatriation of our soldiers,' when 
carried out on proper lines. There is 
another matter to which I desire to refer. 
Settlers in the northern areas last year 
had to deal with the mice plague, which 
resulted in a (jonsidera'ble amount of 
damage. At the present time these 
settlers are suffering from another 
plague, which, in my opinion, is going 
to do more damage than the mice 
plague. I refer t.o the rabbits. At 
the present time, in the northern 
parts of V ictoria and the Mallee in 
particular, especially those areas which 
adjoin Crown lands, thous.ands of acres 
of crops have been destroyed by rabbits. 
These crops represent thousancJ.s of bags 
of wheat, whiGh will be lost, not only to 
the individual, but to the State. Three 
years a.go, during the drought, not a rab
bit was to be found in many localities 
where to-day they exist in myriads. Last 
May the officers of tlie Vermin Destruction 
Department were taken away from the 
work of destroying rabbits to cope with 
the mice plague. During their a:bsence 
rabbits multiplied in very considerable 
num:bers. There are hundreds of hard 
working settlers in that locality whose 
living is disappearing before their 
eyes. Honorable members may well 
ask what are the causes for this multipli
cation of rabbits. One is the reservation 
of large areas for water and timber. 
When an area of land is made available 
for settlement, tihe Lands Department re
serves large portions for timber and water. 
That is a very proper thing to do, but 
not,hing is done to these reserves, and they 
provide a breeding ground for vermin. If 
the reserves were properly dealt with they 
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would be wire-netted, and suitable sup
plies of water provided for grazing pur
poses. The amount of fees the Depart
ment would receive for grazing rights in 
ten years would pay for the expense of 
the improvements I suggest. When 
applicat.ions are invited for the graz
ing rights of these areas, not 10 per 
cent. of the land available is let, princi
pally because there is no water and no 
fencing. The Lands Department has to 
pay hundreds of pounds in the effort to 
keep down the vermin, and very little suc
cess attends what is done. The settlers 
alongside these reseryes suffer very con
siderable losses. Last Saturday after
noon one of the settlers asked ~lr. A. E. 
Richardson, the Agricultural Superin
dent, if it would not be possible for him to 
bring an action against the Department 
to recover compensation for the loss of 
his crop by rabbits. Mr. Richardson took 
a. photograph of part of the holding near 
a Crown reserve. For a distance of 10 chains 
from the reserve the land is absolutely 
bare of grass, and the destruction' is in-

. creasing from week to week. T·he settler 
cannot harvest his crop, because it is not. 
ripe, and when it would be ripe in ordi
nary circumstances there will be notihing 
to harvest. This is .not an isolated case, 
but .one of hundreds throughout the 
Mallee. Something must be done to re
lieve the settlers in this district for the 
losses they are subjected to by the rahbits, 
and I hope the Government wil~ give this 
matter their earnest consideration, be
cause it is un.just to the hard 'Working men 
in the far north that they should have to 
put up with such great losses. . 

The motion was agreed to, and the l'eso
lution was reported to the House, and 
adopted. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
The House having gone into Committee 

of Ways and Means, 
Mr. McPHERSON (Treasurer) 

moved-
That, towards making good the Supply 

granted to His Maj esty for the service of the 
year 1917-18, the sum of £1,350,897 be granted 
out of the Consolidated Revenue of Victoria. 

The motion was agreed to, and the 1'080-

luHon was reported t.o the House. 
Mr. McPHERSON (Treasurer) moved 

the second reading of the resolution. 
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I should like to 

say that I am just now in the frame of' 

mind that I do not feel inclined to criti
cise anything the Government are doing, 
beea use they have done nothing yet. It 
seems a pity to disturb the equanimity 
of the Chamber. by inquiring what the 
Government intend to do. The present 
Government have done nothing, and 'they 
ousted the previous Government because 
that Government had done nothing. 
The members of the Government that. 
have gone out appear to be quite con
tent that the present Government should 
do nothing. 

Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-I am hope
ful that the Premier will give us a state
ment. as to what is proposed to be done. 

Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Nobody wants 
to disturb the serene atmosphere of the 
Chamber by making any statement. Ap
parently the GoverBment do not intend 
to make any statement, or to dOl anything. 
Whatever may be said about the land 
along t.he Murray, whatever may be the 
demand for land for the settlement of 
soldiers, whatever may be the de8ire of 
the country to know how the Government 
are going to square t.he ledger, and deal 
with the thousand and one other things 
that the Premier mentioned when he de
livered his great oration at Wangaratta, 
apparently nothing is to be done. All 
these things are so much surplusage now, 
and apparently it would be better for us 
t.o adjourn when there is so much unani
mity as to the desirahility of the Govern
ment doing nothing. The same old game 
is being played. One set. of members are 
seeking for office and trying to shove the 
others out. One set of members have been 
shoved out, and they are sitting dowJ? 
hard, waiting for their opportunity. That 
is the position that exists to-day, and 
every honorable member on the Minis
terial side of the House knows it. Every 
Minister is looking round, calculating how 
long he is likely to be in office, and 
watching for any game going on in any 
corner that is likely to shift him from the 
position that he has got into after much 
trou~le and worry. After a considerable 
period a Gov&rnment h'as to be scraped 
off the Treasury bench, but the crowd 
that scrapes it. off has to be scraped off in 
its turn, and so it goes on. We are now 
up to the final s.ta~es of Supply, and if 
the Premier could pluck up courage 
enough to pull out the programme which 
he has in his inside p~cket, and let the 
House and the country have it, it would 


