


We made a promise...

* Aichi Target 12: “...by 2020 the extinction of known threatened species
has been prevented and their conservation status, particularly of those
most in decline, has been improved and sustained” (CBD 2010)

15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of
biodiversity and, by 2020, protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species



So how are we doing?





















Australia —a unique, megadiverse nation

* 1 of 17 mega-diverse nations
* More species than any other developed nation
e Endemism - 87% mammals, 93% reptiles, 94% frogs found only here






History of Australian extinctions

Including 34 mammals









“Goals for conserving and sustainably using nature cannot be met
under current trajectories... only transformative change will allow
goals to be met by 2030”. (IPBES 2019)



5 of the top 10 risks to
global economy are
environmental, including
biodiversity loss



Finally - some good news

Waldron et al 2017. Nature.



More good news

Suckling et al. 2016









Recommendations

1. A Victorian Saving Our Species Program (300M/yr)
e Targeted action for most urgent threatened species
 Joint conservation programs on Ag lands (56% of Victoria’s land area)

e Systematic monitoring of the state and trends of threatened species and
ecosystems — and measuring effect of management

Biodiversity sensitive urban design
lcon/cultural species in schools
e Co-investment in private and Indigenous managed lands for conservation

Benefits: Raising the public profile of threatened species, connecting people
to their local threatened species, leverage effort, demonstrable benefit —
show what focused action can achieve



Recommendations

2. Embrace strong National Environmental Standards under EPBC Act
reforms (hold Commonwealth accountable to Samuel’s Review)

- Strong protection of critical habitats
- Reduced emphasis on offsets (last resort only)
- Strong evidence base of scientific monitoring

- Decisions underpinned by regional planning to reduce cumulative
Impacts

https://theconversation.com/to-fix-australias-environment-laws-wildlife-experts-
call-for-these-4-changes-all-are-crucial-154273







Tiverton farm:
A sheep farm for bandicoots or a bandicoot farm for sheep?

https://www.sbs.com.au/news/the-fight-to-save-one-of-australia-s-most-endangered-native-animals-from-extinction




lcon species In

schools




Indigenous land management

Indigenous people own and manage
44% of the NRS (>8% of Australia)















