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WET’S ROLE
WET’s purpose is to purchase and conserve wetlands 
for the benefit of all wildlife. It is also there to showcase 
hunters as conservationists and environmentalists to the 
broader community.
One of the greatest ever opportunities for wetland 
conservation arose in 2004 – a major portion of the Heart 
Morass was up for sale.
This initial parcel of land consisted of wetland and 
surrounding river and redgum plain, worn down by 
100 years of stock grazing and damaged by saltwater 
intrusion. Restored, the Heart Morass has become a jewel 
in the crown of Victoria’s wetlands.

SUPPORTERS RALLY
As a Trustee of the WET Trust, Field & Game Australia 
called on its members across the country to raise funds for 
the purchase of the Heart Morass. 
In 2006, after long negotiations, WET purchased the first 
parcel of 819 hectares of the Heart Morass. Field & Game 
Australia members invested over $450,000 and the Hugh 
Williamson Foundation invested an even higher sum.
Now, nearly 10 years after the first wetland changed hands, 
the work of WET supporters, hunters and conservationists 
is clear to see.
The Heart Morass is a significant project. It is one of 
Australia’s largest and most demanding environmental 
activities involving the aggregation of 25 parcels of land 
and the input of six major stakeholders. 

Heart Morass – Wasteland to Wetland - 5

        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



Bug Blitz Trust is a project initiative of the Hugh 
D. T. Williamson Foundation in association with
Museum of Victoria, Narmbool (Sovereign Hill
Museums) and the E. O. Wilson Biodiversity
Foundation.

“Where Science, Art, Language, Technology, Math and Civics collide”

Media

        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



Winton Wetland Committee presentation July 2019

Introduction and opening remarks

Simon 

Webster

        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



Winton Wetland Committee presentation July 2019

Field & Game Australia 

Chief Executive Officer

Dean O’Hara

        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



        
      

      
   



 
 
 

 

About Field & Game Australia 

Field & Game Australia (FGA) is the nation’s premier voluntary member 

organisation for conservation, hunting, and Australian Simulated Field  

clay target sports. 

Formed in 1958 in response to declining waterfowl habitat, FGA has 

always been a conservation body and our 18,000 members continue to 

contribute in practical ways to wetland conservation, habitat creation, 

nesting support and preadator management. 

State Game Reserves (SGRs) 

One of the first tasks set for the 

fledgling Association was to lobby for 

a licensing system for Victoria’s 

hunters. Hunting licences were 

introduced in Victoria in 1959, at the 

cost of £1. 

The licensing system raised over 

£34,000 in its first year (or 

approximately $910,000 in today’s 

money). As is still the case, habitat 

was identified as the biggest issue and 

funds raised from ongoing hunters fees 

was used to establish Victoria’s 

network of 200 SGRs. Our members 

continue to play an active role in 

caring for these reserves. 

Hunting and conservation may appear 

incompatible at first glance, but with 

the origins of Field & Game Australia 

closely linked to wetland habitat 

preservation, conservation and 

restoration, it is no surprise that the 

ethics of sustainable hunting, 

caring for our wetlands and 

ensuring a future for our 

waterfowl has continued to be our 

focus. 

        
      

      
   



 

 

 

 

Wetlands Environmental Taskforce 

Field & Game Australia formed the WET Trust in 2002 with the purpose 

of purchasing, restoring and maintaining wetland habitats. With 

ownership of the habitats comes the full access required to rehabilitate 

ecosystems and restore biodiversity. 

Heart Morass Restoration Project 

With rehabilitation comes transformation, none so dramatic as the changes 

brought about at the Heart Morass, in Gippsland. In 2004, a parcel of 819 

hectares of the Heart Morass was up for sale. The land was worn down, 

depleted by a century of stock grazing, with salinity issues from saltwater 

intrusion, but it could be made into a diverse and productive wetland 

again. 

The first land purchase was completed in 2006, with two more parcels of  

adjoining land acquired by WET in 2010 and 2013. Restoration and 

conservation started with the 2006 purchase, and continues to this day. 

More than 50,000 native trees have been planted, 20 tonnes  of invasive 

carp have been removed, and seeds have been collected from over 50 native 

plant species for revegetation. 

The project is a partnership with the Hugh Williamson Foundation, 

Watermark Inc, Bug Blitz and West Gippsland Catchment Management 

Authority. The property is regularly used by students participating in the 

Bug Blitz education program, field naturalists, fishers and campers. 

        
      

      
   



 

 

 

 

Winton Wetlands 

Field & Game Australia (FGA) welcomes consideration of a trial 

reintroduction of hunting on Winton Wetlands. 

Many of our members have fond memories of hunting the original swamps 

before the creation of Lake Mokoan, and up until the decomissioning of 

the storage to create Winton Wetlands. 

Renewing the connection with Winton Wetlands will invigorate our 

membership, providing them not only with a place to hunt sustainably but 

to engage in conservation and community activities. 

Our committment to Winton Wetlands 

Field & Game Australia is committed 

to responsible, ethical and sustainable 

hunting and this occurs safely on 

many wetlands that are mixed use. 

We understand that habitat and water 

are the critical factors in sustaining 

waterfowl populations and we will 

advocate for access to environmental 

water so Winton Wetlands can be 

managed appropriately. 

Our members see conservation 

activities as a natural extension of 

their hunting and typical volunteer 

activities include; 
 

Environmental works 

Weed control 

Pest animal control 

Track maintenance 

Water markers 

Nest box program 

Supporting other native species 

Tree planting 

 

 

 
Monitoring (citizen science) 

Supporting indigenous cultural activities 

and education 

        
      

      
   



 

 

Benifits & Outcomes for Winton Wetland 

Infrastructure improvement 

Direct revenue stream (Permits/Café expenditure) 

Indirect support of local economy through visitation/retail 

Economic benefit through increased volunteer labour 

Direct economic benefit through provision of volunteer pest control 

An advocacy partner at Federal and State level 

Positive representation of Winton Wetland through our networks 

Advocacy support including accessing Environmental Water 

Proposed hunting regime 
Limited trial 

Specific areas/times 

Trigger points (water level, bird counts including protected species) 

Development of a sustainable hunting plan 

Controlled hunting including option of balloted places 

Potential income generation through hunting access permit 

Compliance with all Victorian hunting regulations 

Education and cooperation with other user groups 

 

Alignment with Winton Wetlands Strategic Plan 2019-2022 

Scientific and environmental research 

The restoration of Winton Wetlands will enhance the communities of the 

region and the State through increased economic activity 

A real and lasting outcome will be achieved in regard to enhanced biodiversity 

as well as ecological and archaeological integrity 

Winton Wetlands will become a major focus of local and regional recreation 

activity 

        
      

      
   



 

 

Alignment with Winton Wetlands Strategic Plan 2019-2022 

 
ECOLOGY 

Investing in habitat restoration and developing innovative fauna and flora 

protection solutions 

Identifying and controlling threats to habitats and native species  

Working with key partners for the strategic management and support of 

threatened species 

Prioritising strategic re-introduction of native species 

Facilitating research and knowledge sharing 

Strengthen partnerships with key conservation and scientific organisations 
 

VISITOR EXPERIENCE 

Create new and diverse volunteer 

opportunities to double volunteer 

participation 

Plan for the future of the site and 

its valued wildlife by providing more 

diverse and engaging experiences 

that complement our conservation 

SUSTAINABLE FUTURE 

Align our commercial activities to our 

commitment to environmental 

sustainability whilst maintaining 

responsible financial management. 

Establish innovative funding sources 

that enhance project ideas. 

Build funding support for our 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY & PARTNERSHIPS 

Work with key partners to plan for and improve driving, walking and cycling 

links – enhancing accessibility and connection with the natural environment  

Scope and implement technologies that will act as key location differentiators 

and educational tools 

Future developments to complement preservation of existing habitats and 

the creation of a legacy 

Create a receptive environment in which partners, agencies and community 

all engage 

Act as a catalyst for building networks and partnerships. 

        
      

      
   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rural City of Wangaratta 
 

Wangaratta Government Centre 

62-68 Ovens Street 

Wangaratta Vic 3677 

 
PO Box 238 

Wangaratta 3676 

Tel ephone 03 5722 0888 

Facsimil e 03 5721 9526 

E-Mail council@wangar atta.vic .gov .au 

Website www.wangaratta.vic.g ov.au 

 

 
WIM File Number: 019/39928 

 
19th July 2019 

 

RURAL CITY OF 

WANGARATTA 
Field & Game Australia 

 
 
To whom it may concern; 

 
 

RE: Winton Wetlands - Re-Activation 
 
The Rural City of Wangaratta recognises that Winton Wetlands is public  

asset of regional significance and that it is currently f ailing to meet the  

financial and tourism expectations it needs to continue operating  

successfully. We believe that the Winton Wetlands Committee needs to  

review and consider all proposals that may assist in turning this once  

thriving tourism asset around to make it self -sustaining and a financially  

viable for future generations to continue to use and visit. 

 
To this end the Rural City of Wangaratta supports in pr inciple the proposal 

of Field & Game Australia for the reactivation of some parts of the Winton  

Wetlands. We do so, recognising that further research, community and  

state agency consultation and work needs to be done in finalising this  

proposal. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
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Dean Rees 

MAYOR 

RURAL CITY OF WANGARATTA 

        
      

      
   






