Whole Log Exports — Evidence of any occurrence where high value wood is
being sold for a low value for another purpose

High quality native forest hardwood sawlogs ready for loading into shipping containers
for export as whole log, from Melbourne, 2017

There is a range of other photos and videos showing whole logs being exported out of
Melbourne in the folder provided.



VicForests’ correspondence detailing arrangements and prescriptions for whole log
exports. This documentation shows that sawlogs are cut to size specifically to fit in
shipping containers.



Hansard - Minister denies whole log export contracts and misleads Parliament:

The Minister for Agriculture Jaala Pulford, denied to Parliament that Victoria was
exporting logs (Wednesday 7 October, 2015 — see below).

However, according to VicForests’ documentation, video and photo evidence, and
accounts provided by industry (below and in folder), VicForests were at that time
conducting contracts, or negotiations, for whole log exports.

The Minister stated "no contracts or negotiations have been entered into" and assured
Parliament that "all domestic opportunities are explored before any export contracts
are considered.”
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VicForests’ claims — ABC Gippsland:

When asked as to whether VicForests have the power to sell offcuts or residual whole
logs to China, Nathan Trushell (VicForests) says there is some ‘uncertainty' around that.

According to both information provided by industry and documents (see files in folder),
VicForests have been selling the logs since at least April 30 2015. Well before the clause
86a ‘sunsetted’ on July 31.

In the radio interview, Trushell articulates that ‘they have to abide by the government
policy of the day’. But information shows VicForests were not. (Audio of ABC Gippsland
radio interview, July 13, 2015, by Jonathon Kendall, is at
http://blogs.abc.net.au/files/click-here-to-listen-to-nathan-trushell-and-ed-hill. mp3.)

This is not the first time VicForests have been caught selling logs in conflict with
government domestic processing requirements: in 2010 VicForests were found to be
delivering logs for export and were forced to rein in the contract. The then CEO of
VicForests left the company that year. (See
http://www.smh.com.au/business/vicforests-investigates-timber-claim-20110610-
1fwwg.html)

Trushell claims the ‘low-grade wood’ being discussed for exports is otherwise felled and
left to waste, but the logs in the photos are clearly high-quality sawlogs, not a ‘waste’
product’, as Trushell infers on ABC Gippsland when prompted.

Trushell claims the system is an ‘open and competitive tender system’. That being the
case, it would be clear then that VicForests were aware that the company they were
selling to is a Chinese owned company, given Big Traffic state that they are the
commercial sole agent to Cintac (see here:
http://www.bigtrafficaustralia.com/article.php?id=9).

An ASIC search reveals the Chinese owned Cintac are shareholders of Big Traffic (see
files in folders).



The Big Traffic entities:

Big Traffic (http://www.bigtrafficaustralia.com/article.php?id=8) is a Chinese /
Australian owned front company for a Chinese log interest Cintac
(http://www.cintactimber.com/article.php?id=8).

Big Traffic claims it is owned by a third party company called Looop
(http://www.looop.com.au/) but according to ASIC records Cintac is also an owner of
Big Traffic.

The Looop website says their company Big Traffic apparently won a Victorian Governor
Generals award for export in 2014 (http://www.looop.com.au/big-traffic.php). There is
no evidence of this award on the Governor Generals list of award recipients
(http://www.business.vic.gov.au/support-for-your-business/awards/governor-of-
victoria-export-awards/govea-awards-previous-winners-2015).

Big Traffic is a member of state lobby group Victorian Association of Forest Industries
(http://www.vafi.org.au/our-members/), and is associated with national lobby group
Australian Forest Products Association (AFPA).

Big Traffic appointed Cintac as its sole agent for the sale and distribution of its products
(see http://www.bigtrafficaustralia.com/article.php?id=9).

Looop and Big Traffic and Cintac all share a single office address in Australia at 130
Walnut St Richmond.

Offices of Looop, Big Traffic and Cintac - 130 Walnut St Richmond.





