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Impounded dogs 
2014/15 2013/14 

Total dogs impounded 984 876 
Returned to owner ** 276 28% **79% 242 28 
Released to owner** 504 51% 24 seized 451 52 
Rehoused 139 15% 48 

surrendered 
125 14 

Euthanased 
Diseased, terminally ill or aggressive 

65 6% 26 
surrendered 

8 seized 

52 6 

Registered on impound 412 42% 343 39 

Not Registered on impound 410 42%   266 31 

Registration not renewed 77 8%   72 8 

Blank – no reg identified 85 8%   189 22 



Open Court Prosecutions 
Year  Dog 

attack of 
a serious 

nature 

Dog 
Attack - 

Non 
serious 
injury 

Dangerous 
Dog  

Animal 
Infringement

s 

Total  

To 
10/15 

11 7 2 42 47 

2014 15 7 123 138 
2013 13 14 81 94 
2012 5 7 20 25 
2011 1 6 4 5 

  
  Dog Attack 

– Person 
Dog Attack 
– Animal 

Wandering 
at Large 

Pick ups 

2014 22 59 221 646 
To 11/2015 13 45 240 648 



Dog Breed Statistics 
Top 10 Registered Top 10 Impounded Most Seized 

1 Jack Russell 
Terrier 

905 English Staff 
Terrier 

147 English Staff 
Terrier 

7 

2 Labrador 740 Maltese Terrier 98 German 
Shepherd 

5 

3 Maltese Terrier  656 Jack Russell 
Terrier 

87 American 
Staff 

3 

4 Australian 
Kelpie 

648 Australian Kelpie 71 Whippet 2 

5 English Staff 
Terrier 

617 Labrador 65 

6 Border Collie  465 Border Collie 37     
7 Australian 

Cattle Dog 
342 German 

Shepherd 
26     

8 German 
Shepherd 

241 Bull Arab 18     

9 Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel 

215 Australian Cattle 
Dog 

17     

10 

  

Fox Terrier 259 Fox Terrier & 
Siberian Husky 

14 

14 

    



Concerns on current framework 

Restricted Breed Legislation 

• Based on looks 

• As a dog owner, would you know if 

your dog meets ‘the Standard’?  

• Impacts on community perception 

of professionalism of Officers – no 

support for legislation interpretation 

 

Mastiff X Boxer 

Rhodesian Ridgeback X 

Hungarian Visla X 

Labrador X Staff 



Non compliance 

• Dog attack on another dog 

• Injuries of a serious nature 

• Prosecuted and proven 

• Dog declared dangerous following a DAA Panel Hearing 

• Inspection conducted with clear breaches of the Regulations 

• Issue – declaration decision  takes place from the end of the 

review period 

Dangerous Dog 



Unsuitable option 

• Dog rushes a person – impounded. Victim 
refuses to provide a statement. Release day - 3 
rushes on 3 separate people  

• Seized,  fines issued and a Menacing declaration 
put in place following a DAA Panel Hearing  

• Currently under investigation again – dog was 
being walked on a lead and bit a person 

Issue – known aggressive dog but limited with what 
could be implemented to reduce risk to the 
community 



Contradictory legislation 
• Two dogs deemed dangerous for guarding non 

residential premises 

• Friendly family dogs not securely confined – no previous 

record of wandering from home 

• Prosecuted twice 

Issue – could be taken off non residential property and 

returned to a residential environment with no dangerous dog 

requirements – the best result for this matter 

Legislation doesn’t prevent that occurring for a trained guard 

dog 



Responsible Pet Ownership 

• Pet Expo, discount microchipping and 

registration days 

• Website, social media  

– Animals of Mitchell Shire FB page 

• Media release strategy, brochures and 

fact sheets 

• The Wandering Project 



Dogs101 



Dog Attack Campaign 
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QUESTIONS 
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