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Ms JOHNSON — My name is Chris Johnson. I am from Queenscliff. I live outside the current permit 
application area. Thank you for this opportunity at such short notice. My concern comes out of the Barwon 
Water comments and it is that if there was contamination as a result of unconventional gas going ahead, the 
public would bear the cost of any remedial works or restitution. 

My impression from the person from Barwon Water was that this probably was not possible, that alternative 
sources of water would have to be found and that the community would bear the cost of that. What is presenting 
here is not only that the evidence is not sufficient to justify it but that the community and not the mining 
companies will bear the cost of any negative consequences. It presents as all care and no responsibility. What 
sort of insurance would cover that? Is it feasible to make a company have some sort of environmental insurance 
so that if contamination occurred they bore the cost? I do not think you could ever have enough money to 
recover the damage done. Thank you. 

The CHAIR — Thank you. 

Witness withdrew. 


