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BILL MELDRUM

"'THE Glenelg Shu’e Councxl fears
- major roads: leading -to the Port.of

Portland will collapse in the next 10 -
years because of que gum plantat!on'

. _harvestmg

Shire “mayor- Robert Halliday saad the
-time was fast approachmg when:the cost -

of repairing a road was more than 1ts
construction. .
“We have been pushmg this. 1ssue hard

to -the” six State: Government ministers,
including . Premier. Daniel” “Andrews,

who have visited Portland since the new
government was elected,” he said.

“We show them the growing woodchip
piles, Tog stacks at the port, aleng with
the mimbers of trucks coming into the
port — both woodchip and mineral sands

.~ 30 they see it first hand .... then we tell
- them: what'the. predzcted tonnages are i

ﬁmue years.”

' recelmg re_quest_zs_ ~and

‘. representatxons from truckmg.compame
" -about’ the roads. o

- Cr:Halliday. said -2 mesting”
-and some councillors from the’ Glene!g,
“several”

south-east -South - Australian cotincils ‘at”
-'Coonawma of Wednesday night agreed

--:-:rsaxd the councﬂ was:

ra;ndly mcraasmg,” he said.:
and

Southern | - Grampians;”

0 “rejuvenate” : the’ Green - Triangle
Region Freight Action Plan,

Cr Halliday said the South'Au'.stra 1an'_

coimeils were extremely concerned about

“the condition of roads because it was
. impacting. on -produce from their area’’

_such as timber and dairy iito scuth-west

“Victoria.

. The freight action plan was released in

" 2009 with input from the Victorian and -
‘South Australian governments,’ councils, .
“thetimber-and freight mdustnes “any ‘the
“Port of Portland, - '

It recommendediia rafr of road and i
: "___'rall upgrades, a‘tong thh cross bordet :

He referred to the Portland-Nelson Rd,

saying between 2009 and 2014 it carried
- an éstimatéd 4.4 million tonnes. ~

“The 2015-2019 expectations . are

between 10 million . and 15 mxlhon '

tonges,” he said,

: 'mcrease (m tonna.ges) over the next 19

years ﬁom the 2009-2014 jevels.”
It isa questmn of when, not X

‘a valuable ms;ght_ mto the: chalienges

: fatls " he sald K :
2 M Burgess said if’ the Purt}and Nelson'
nt- - Rd did fail; the traffic would have to be
dlrected along. the: Princes. Hvwy: which |
‘wag already stmggimg and breakmg up- 3
_ - nder the current loads. - '
-shire A7 VicRoads
Nelson Rd, the Henty Hwy from Condah_ o
10 Heywood, and- the Princes Hwy from -
. Dartmeor to Heywood, and Heywood to
.. Portland - were expected to each carry
" ‘more than 15 million’ tonnes of timber -
.produgts in the 10° vears:to 2024, o
- “Those roads are all the responsxblhty of -
“the Victorian Governmient and VicRoads.

spokesperson

- continuing - to

facz_ng the _umber

in the scale of the frexghs task and he "

need to address the condition of the roads ca
RE thch are most aﬁ‘ected 1

| ON' a weekend. whén
- Upwelling Festival, 3 Bays
Cup

_ bywelectlon will be held on

" said
yesterday ‘it had delivered a number of
‘road improvement projects identified m
- the ﬁexght act:on plan,
T We

- flock to the many attractions
_offered - at- the Upwelling
_ Festival; the Portland Civic
deliver_'
zmprovements incliiding 14:4 ktlometres 1
.on'‘the ‘Portland-Nelson Road, 1.5k of
the Prmces H;ghway west of Heywood
“and approximately . two ‘kilometres of
" pavement reconstruction on the highway-
‘at Mumbannar,” the spokesperson said. -
" The spokcspersoa said that at fasti

Thinute ‘preparations for the

_four_day long weekend in

_y—@ﬁ@@iam

Portland residents . are “in

Marathon and Melboume
festivities  mode,
the ' Victorian Electoral
‘Commission. ‘has made a
surprise intrusion. .

It w'as announced yesterday
the - South . West Coast

Saturday, October 31.

Portland’s central business
.district and . foreshore is
usually :packed as -people

Hall attracts a steady stream
of people. for the Rotary
Art Show; the serious and
not -so - sericus pavement
sloggers ‘are making last

marathon, and then there will
be those residents who look
-“opportunity to have a
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SECTIONS of the Portland-Nelson Road

have been dropped to 60km/h due 1o the
deteriorating surfzce.
On Saturday, Portland’s Peter and Karen

Carbete were travelling back from Mt Gambier,
and noticed how poor the road was so Mr
Corbett took a nuwmber of photos of the road.
Mr Corbett shared the photos on Facehook
with the photos going viral and being shared
more man S80 dmes, with plenty of people
homified by the state of the road.

VicRoads south  west regional director
Mark Koliha said VicRoads is aware of the

detertorating conditton of a 3.5km stretch of

the Portland-Nelson Rd about 33km from
Portland.

“VieRoads today reduced the speed limit on
this section of road from 100km/b to 60km/h,
The speed will be reinstated when the condition
of the road can be improved.” Mr Koliba said.

“Persistent wet weather and the vast increase
in the number and weight of trucks will
continge 0 impact on the ageing road and
further weaken the surface.

“This  section of road was oripinally
constructed using local materials, which were
never intended to carry the amount of traffic
now using the read.

“Monitoring and regular repairs on the road
will continue unti} a long-term solution can be
completed,” he said.

MrKolibasaid ssveral key roads inthe Portland
area have Deen earmarked for resurfacing
works, These include 14.4 kilometres on
the Portland-Nelson Road, 1.5 kilometres
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of the Princes Mighway west of Heywood
and about 2km of pavement reconstruction
will be completed on the Princes Highway at
Mumbannar.

After recent social media  exposure to
detertorating roads around the (ilenelg Shire,
the conmeil released o statement in mgeims to
responsibility for different roads.

All roads within Clenelg Shire are designated
as either arterial reads or muicipal roads,
Arterial roads are managed by VicRouds,

Glenelg Shire maimains municipal roads {aiso
known as “local roads™.

Residents may see Gle
working on majot arterial roads from time o
time a5 VicRoads contracts the Cilenelg Shire
o perform maintenance.

There are five key arterial {VicRoads-owned)
roads in Glenelg Shire:

» The Portland-Hamiiton Road,
kiown as the Henty Highway:

» The Portiand-Casterton Road:

= Portland-Warrnamboo! Road;

e The Portland-Nelson Road: and,

e The Princes Highway between Tyrendarsa
and the South Australian border.

Gienelg Shire Council chief executive officer
Greg Burgoyne said it was understandable that
some in the community mistakenly believed
the council was responsible for alf roads in the
shire.

Mr Burgoyne said compounding the confusion
was the fact VieRoads regularly contracted
Glenelg Shire to conduct maintenance work on
arterial roads.

otherwise

SECTIONS of the Portland-Neison Rd have been reduced @ Gﬁkm/h due to the deterioration of ths surface.
Pigtyre: PETER CORBETT

o Seme of the. road neLwork . is- more
which is also responsible for their maintenance. -

nelg Shire Council staff

Pleture: PETER CORBETY

“The council understands the confusion
caused when the public sees a council work
crew workimg on an arterial road, but residents
can be assured councii is being paid by
VieRoads 10 carmy out this work.™ he said.

Mr Burgoyne said arierial rords within the
Cilenelg Shire were cothing under increasing
pressure through heavy wvehicle use which
would only increase as the timber indusiry
expanded.

than

SOsyears-old: and ru;mres Crebuilding, not
minor maintenance,” Mr Burwc}y e gaid.

Mr Burgovne said investment in the road
network was needed to hely suppott industry
and, i turn, create jobs within Glenelg Shire.

“We have ongeing tssues with heavy vehicles
using our arterial roads but the community
can be assured council is not ignoring the
problem,” Mr Burgoyne said.

“The council advocstes to VicRoads and the
State Government on a regular basis to ensure
these bodies invest more money in our roads.
With an old road network and growing demand,
we know advocacy for more funds in this area
s incredibly

3

A B-DOUBLE has veersd off the road into am
embankiment near Lyons on Sunday night after the
driver suffered from a medical condition that caused
him to blackout.

It is belisved that single male driver of the truck was
wavelling along the Princess Highway about 2 1km North
West of Hevwood at approximately 10.30pm when the
incident occurred and he lost conscionsness.

According to acting Sergeant Mick Aitken of Heyweod
police this caused the truck to leave the road and jack-knife
as {t camne to a stop at an embankment fortunately leaving
the man relatively unscathed.

“He was treated by ambulance paramedics at the scene
and they took.him to Portland hospital where he was kept
for observation but has since been discharged.”

The truck was removed and the highway was reopened
by 1am Monday moming.

From PAGE 1

“U'm excited. There will be
horsemanship and presentation, and they aiso look
at how well we did with our {undrmsmg, before

challenges  on

announcing the winner,” she added.

The winner of the final will be crowned the Australian
Rodeo Queen, and will represent Australia in the world
competition in the US and Canada.
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important
and  we  will
continue 0
strongly lobby
for more roads
funding.”

Road users can
call 13 11 70
W report road
hazards.

: par.anﬁmma@mgpund.wm :
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STATE
spokesman  on
Smith  joined Member for
South  West Coast  Denis
Napthine on Tuesday for a tour
of some of the district yoads
W idenitfy  areas  requiring
Inprovenent.

The tour included visit o
works  on Condah-Hotspur
Road, the Port of Portland to
discuss impact and needs of
the trocking industry as well as
visiting various hotspots in need
of repair,

Adber his toar Mr Semith said it
was clear continued upgrades to
the region’s roads was essential,
especially considering the state
of roads such as the Myawmun-
MacArthugr Roach  which he
tabelled “ong of the woral road
[have seen in Yictoria™,

We want to make sire that
focns was back on country roads
and make sure that thase fraight
routes werg mamtained as much

QPPOSITION
ads Ryan

Muarniaining the roads nes onky
tor the use of he vebicles
but focal waffic and commuter
Te was @ priovity. Mr Smith
said,

TWe want o make sure that
not only are thev (the roads)
maimtained but they are kept
salbe for trucks w share the roads
with cars.”

The use of freight routes was an
imgortant part of the visit with

ihe Port of Portland detailing to the two
politicians the increasing numbers of

trugks on the road.

“lt 13 absolutely essential 1o bring Ryan
o the Port of Portland because they

PORT of Portland Operations manager Shannen Curran, Shadow Road
Engineer Mark Kamphius met on Tussday to discuss road conditions

can explain that there 35 been record
numbers put through the port virtwally
vear on year for the last three vears.”
satd Dr Napthine.

With those numbers set to grow in the

future further investment in rural roads
will be needed and Mr Smith along with
Bir Napthine was set on supponiing that.
"You can’t turn your back on the need
to invest in local roads in terms of safery
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ads Minister Byan Smith, Dr Denis Napthine and Port
in the south west for the trucking industry.
Ficture: BLLY HATELEY 150728606

on local roads, in terms of the economic

efficiency of the export,” he said.

“Se you have to meet today needs and
plan for the future growth and that's

what we are here ahout today.”

. OppoTtunity

BILL MELDRUM

GLENELG Shire Council has
described  its  membership of
the Great Ocean Road Regional
Tourism as beneficial.

The councit decided on Tuesday
night to choose Cr Anita Rank as a

‘buard member of the rourism body.,

‘Grear Ocean Road  Regional
Tourtsm is a marketing body which
markets the region from near
Geelong to the South Australian
border and part of the hinterland,
Cr Rank said # was a good time
for the Glenelg Shire to join
the- Great Ccean Road Regional
TOUTISMm.

Uit will give us the opportunity
tw share our products across the
region, especially given we have

- gruise ships,” she said.

“Also, it will provide a great
rous o capitalise on
the couneil’s increased  tourism
budget  this  year which  will
focus on marketing Portland as a
destination,

“In the pasi, we have probably
used the word destination. in very
loose terms when talking abow
Porttand ... we ve thrown it around
as Portland is a place to come 0.

Cr Rank said Portland needed 1o
promote i1s attractions so visitors
will spend two days here vigiting
our attractions instezd of coming
here for a fow hours.

“Geelong and Warramboot have
their act together, this is our chance
as well.” she said,

Cr Karen Stephens will be the
shire’s alternate board member.




Matthews Pelroleum is pleased 1o announce we
are ready to open our new service station on the
Ring Road, Portland Wednesday 14th August.

The 24/7 unmanned service station welcomes all card based
customers (Visa, Mastercard, Caltex Starcard eic) to purchase fuel
products at our everyday low prices that have been enjoyed for
years from the current Kennedy St Depot.

The new service station is not just a diesel stop it also offers adblue,
unleaded and premium unleaded products at an everyday low price

To open there will be some disruption to existing customers:
o Kennedy St Depot closes at 12noon Tuesday 13th Aug
* Ring Road Service Station opens at 9am Wednesday 14th Aug

ECEETIBIHED

Unfortunately there will be no diesel facility
available while this happens, we trust you wil
be able to plan around this short delay.

i ikl iR e i

INDEPENDENT Riders Association safety committee representative Dale Maggs .
is continuing his ongoing campaign to highlight hazards on south-west roads. Should you have any questions about the

Mr Maggs said he was traveiling on the Princes Hwy near Heywood late last changeover or just want to know how {o use the

week when he noticed one of the more dangerous deep and wide potholes on : . . :
the highway. The locaticn of this pothole is on the eastbound lane near Danger new service station piease call our friendly staff

Lane. He placed one of his workboots in the pothole to give an indication of its at the Matthews Petroleum office
size and depth. The association is a lobby group that aims to improve safety for Ph: 5562 8155,
motorcyclisis. Picture: SUPPLIED ‘
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THE Jatest outbreak of potholes along the Princes

and Henty highways is set 1o be temporarily fixed this

week, according to VicRoads, _
The holes, near the twnoff to Warrnambool and the
approaches to Bolwarra, have left motorists dodging and
weaving (o avoid front end damage.

VicRoads hus blamed the recent extended period of wet
andd cold weather for the sudden spate of holes in the
hitumen, ’

"Potholes form because roads crack under the welght and

solumes of traffic, causing rain to seep through the cracks.

and into the undetlying gravel. Coatinged traffic then
causes the seal to Lt more water seeps through the eracks
and the pothole ge
William Tieppo said.
VieRoads and the Glenelg

One of the worst holes had been filled by yesterday
HIOYNENg. :

“Over the winter months, maintenance crows temporarity
fix potholes on roads such as the Princes Highway by using
asphalt, however some repairs require the use of different

materials. A more permanent fix will be scheduled during -
summer when weather conditions are warmer and the road

is dry.” VieRoads said.
VieRoads said it encourages peapie to notify the agency

ts farger.” VieRoads Regional Director

Shire inspected-the Printes
Mighway near Portland carlier this week and  have
scheduled temporary repairs to be undertaken this week

THIS pothole on the Her

of hazardeus road conditions, 24 hours a day, on 13 1t 70.
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THE Federal Government
has now approved a grant -
of $2.5 million to upgrade
one of Glenelg Shire’s most
important timber industry
roads.

Assistant Infrastructure

and Regional Development
Minister Jamie Briggs signed
off on the investment for the
Condah-Hoispur Upper Road
in August.

Mayor Cr Robert Halliday said
Council had been battling

for many years to have the
dangerous road repaired.

Cr Halliday said the key
transport corridor, north
of Heywood, had been

struggling under the weight of
around 24,000 annual-truck

movements and increasing
numbetrs of school buses. -

“This road is a key route
for timber trucks transport-
ing timber from the planta--
tions in south west Victoria -
and into South Australia 10"

the Myamyn Mill and it's just
not been able to cope with the

traffic pressure,” he said.

“It's incredibly dangerous, not
only for the truck drivers, but
also for the people who live in
the region and need to access
Condah-Hotspur Upper Road

regularly.”

The $2.5 million Federal
Coalition funding injection
— pledged ahead of the last
glection — would see mote

than 14 kilometres of the road

widened, strengthened and
sealed.

The former Victorian State
Government had allocated
$1.063 million to repair
the road and Cr Halliday
said Glenelg Shire had aiso
invested significant funds.
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" WITH lecal industry growing
. and more heavy vehicles on

our roads, Council is working
harder than ever to keep the
shire’s 3500 kilometres of
road in safe, working order.

Ongoing investment in the
road system is vital to help
support industries like timber
and, in turn, create more
local jobs.

Councii advocates reguiarly
with VicRoads and the State
Government to keep funds

flowing for local ageing roads,

some of which are more than
50 years old and need re-
building rather than mainte-
nance,

For residents who are unsure,
all roads in the shire are
classified as either ‘arterial
roads’ (owned by VicRoads)

or ‘municipal roads/local

roads’ (Council’'s responsibil-

ity).

There are five key arterial

roads in Glenelg Shire:

s The Portland-Hamilton
Road {otherwise known
as the Henty Highway);

« The Portland-Casterton
Road;

o Portland-Warrnambool
Road;

s The Portland-Neison
Road; and

+ The Princes Highway
between Tyrendarra and
the South Australian
horder.

Council staff may sometimes -
be seen working on arterial
roads as part of a paid
contract to VicRoads.




