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Victoria’s public health services     



Scale of health service & hospital portfolio 

Total approx 2.5 million m2 

 
6 >100,000m2 

 
5 btw 50,000m2 - 99,999m2 

 
26 btw 20,000m2 - 49,999m2 

 
22 btw 10,000m2 - 19,999m2 

 
60 < 9,999m2 
 
Excludes standalone aged care and 
Ambulance Victoria facilities 
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Energy use in Victorian public health services 

• Victorian public health system uses 
some 4.4 petajoules of energy 

• Around a quarter of Victorian 
Government energy use 

• Energy use includes: 

- Grid electricity 
- Natural gas 
- LPG & Diesel 
- Solar power / solar hot water 

• Security of supply an important 
factor 



Energy efficiency in the health system 

 

• Energy efficiency in existing facilities 

• Cogeneration 

• Sustainability in capital works 

• Environmental management planning 

 



What has been achieved 
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Energy efficiency indicators 
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Responding to VAGO energy efficiency audit 

Recommendation Actions 

Improve measures used to 
assess health service energy 
efficiency performance ( Rec. 1) 

• Reporting energy against a wide range of measures also used 
by other jurisdictions (floor area, bed-days and separations) 

• Published “Environmental reporting guidelines 2012-13” for 
health services 

• Portfolio environmental data management system 
• Benchmarking environmental performance of similar health 

services / hospitals 

More focussed and strategic 
approach to planning for energy 
efficiency (Rec. 2) 

• Established state-wide goals and roles and responsibilities for 
energy management  

• Strategic approach to implementing GGB program across the 
whole portfolio 

Implementation of the Greener 
Government Buildings program 
(Rec. 3, 4 & 5) 

• Extensive and ongoing engagement with DTF, industry and 
health services 

• Release of tenders for EPCs at 10 health services comprising 
44 per cent of our total energy use 

• Commenced projects at Austin Health and West Gippsland 
Healthcare Group 



Public health service energy costs 

Total Energy Usage 
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Public health portfolio energy expenditure and usage 

Natural gas LPG Steam Electricity Total Energy Usage



Example energy bill (Bendigo Hospital) 

• Carbon line 
item 

• $17,329.31 
for July 2012 

• 16.7 per cent 
of total cost 



Benefits of repealing the carbon price 

• Assumption that costs currently incurred as a result of 
the carbon price would be removed 

• Reduction of energy costs by around $13 million 

• Opportunities for further efficiency through direct action 
programs 
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