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Victoria’s partnership approach to road safety
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Reducing lives lost in Victoria: our current state



Data, intelligence and insights
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The cost of trauma

6 billion  d olla rs  is  th e  is  th e  
e con om ic  cost  of roa d  t ra u m a  e ve ry ye a r

1 p e rson  su ffe rs  a  se riou s  sp in a l in ju ry 
e ve ry 18 d a ys

8 p e op le  h osp ita lise d  e ve ry d a y

2 p e op le  su ffe r se ve re  b ra in  in ju rie s  e ve ry 
we e k



Human vulnerability to impacts
• 30  km /h  or lowe r is  th e  sp e e d  a t  wh ich  a  

p e d e st ria n ’s  like lih ood  of su rvivin g  a  c ra sh  is  
op t im a l

• WHO b e st  p ra c t ice  -  30 km /h  in  a re a s  wh e re  
m otorize d  t ra ffic  m ixe s  with  p e d e st ria n s  
a n d  cyc lis t s

• For e ve ry 5km /h  in c re a se  in  sp e e d , you  
d ou b le  you r c ra sh  risk



Vulnerable road users
Wh o a re  th ey?

Pre-COVID 
(2015-2019)

Post -COVID
(2022)

Post -COVID
(2023 YTD)

Old e r roa d  
u se rs  (65yrs+)

25% 23% 24%

Young  d rive rs  
(18-25 yrs )

10 % 8% 9%

Motorcyc list s 16% 24% 13%

Pe d e st ria ns 15% 18% 9%

Bicyc list s 4% 5% 4%

Pe rsons  kille d  (a s  a  p e rce nta ge  of a ll roa d  u se rs  kille d )
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Impact on our health system

Pedestrian-related injury hospital admissions by sex, pre- and during COVID (Source: VAED) Cyclist-related injury hospital admission by year and sex (Source: VAED)

All road user hospital 
admissions by road user 
type (Source: VAED)
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Health priorities
• Re d uc ing  in ju ry, d e a th  a nd  long  te rm  

d isa b ility from  roa d  t ra um a

• Sup p ort ing  sa fe , a cce ss ib le  p hys ica l a c t ivity 
a nd  a c t ive  t ra nsp ort  op t ions                               

• Ad d re ss ing  ine q u ity in  a cce ss  to  t ra nsp ort  
op t ions                                                                      

• Id e nt ifying  a nd  a d d re ss ing  ine q u ity in  roa d  
sa fe ty risk b e twe e n  p op u la t ion  g roup s

• Sup p ort ing  a cce ss  to  su sta ina b le  t ra nsp ort  
op t ions                                                                     

• Inc re a s ing  ne ig hb ourhood  live a b ility, 
p rod uc t ivity a nd  work p a rt ic ip a t ion



Victoria’s road network

Length (Km)
Se a le d  Loca l 
Roa d s

60 ,70 4

Un se a le d  
Loca l Roa d s

127,0 46

Tota l 187,750

Count
Hig h  Sp e e d  
Ru ra l 
In te rse c t ion s

77,672

Count
All 
In te rse c t ion s  
(Me t ro)

10 5,660

Length (Km)
De c la re d  
Roa d s

23,80 0



What is being done?

•Evid e n ce d -b a se d  a p p roa ch

•Re se a rch , a n a lys is  a n d  e va lu a t ion

•Inve stm e nt  in to  Sa fe  Syste m  infra st ru c tu re

•Im p rove  ch ild  a n d  you th  e d u ca t ion

•Ge n e ra l roa d  u se  & you n g  d rive r sa fe ty

•Ve h ic le  sa fe ty

•Ma n a g in g  p olicy a rou n d  d rive r a g in g



Change in road usage trends & 
b e ha viou rs
Wh a t  a re  th ey?

Reduction  in  t ra ffic  on  th e  roa d s

Increased  risk ta kin g  b e h a viou rs

Increased  u p ta ke  of wa lkin g  a n d  cyc lin g

Increase  in  on -d e m a n d  workforce

Increase  in  n u m b e r of vu ln e ra b le  roa d  u se rs  



Road Safety Education for children & 
you th

• Aim  is  to  c re a te  sa fe , h e a lthy a n d  a c t ive  sch ool 

com m u n it ie s

• Th e  roa d  sa fe ty p a rtn e rs  offe r p rog ra m s  a n d  

re sou rce s  a c ross  a ll a ge  g rou p s  from  b irth  

• Sch ool g u id e lin e s , p olicy te m p la te s  a n d  

p rofe ss ion a l d e ve lop m e nt  a re  offe re d

• All p rog ra m s  a n d  re sou rce s  a re  fre e  to  sch ools  

a n d  re fle c t  b e st  p ra c t ice  roa d  sa fe ty e d u ca t ion  

• $14M inve ste d  a n n u a lly



Community Campaigns and Partnerships
• TAC d e ve lop s  se ve ra l ca m p a ig n s  e a ch  ye a r

• Du rin g  Covid -19, ca m p a ig n s  focu se d  on  VRUs

• Ca m p a ig n s  a re  in form e d  b y re se a rch , 

b e h a viou r ch a n ge  th e ory a n d  m a rke t  te st in g

• All ca m p a ig n s  a re  e va lu a te d  exte n s ive ly

• Pu b lic  e d u ca t ion  m e ssa g in g  is  su p p orte d  

b y s t ra te g ic  p a rtn e rsh ip s



Thank you to the Economy & Infrastructure Committee for conducting this 
im p orta nt  In q u iry 
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