
EPA VIC  |

OFFICIAL 

En viron m e n t  Pro t e c t ion  Au th orit y Vic to ria
Le e  Mie zis  | Ch ie f Exe c u t ive  Offic e r  | 13 Oc t ob e r 20 23

2026 Commonwealth Games Bid Public Hearing



EPA VIC  |

OFFICIAL 

2

Who are we?

Es ta b lish e d  in  1971, Environm e n t  Prote c t ion  
Au th ority Vic toria  (EPA) is  th e  s t a te ’s  in d e p e n d e n t  
e n vironm e n ta l re g u la tor.

EPA is  a  s t a tu tory a u th ority, with  a  Gove rn ing  
Boa rd  a p p oin te d  b y th e  Gove rn or in  Counc il on  th e  
re com m e nd a t ion  of th e  Min is te r for Environm e n t

EPA is  re sp on s ib le  for p re ve n t ing  th e  ha rm fu l 
e ffe c t s  of p ollu t ion  a nd  wa s te  on  Vic toria n  
com m u n it ie s  a nd  th e  e nvironm e n t .

In  fu lfillin g  it s  ro le , EPA d ra ws  on  it s  sc ie n t ific  a nd  
re g u la tory e xp e rt ise , a nd  works  with  com m un it ie s , 
g ove rn m e n ts , b u s in e sse s , a n d  ind us t ry.

epa.vic.gov.au

220 26  Com m on we a lth  Ga m e s  Bid  Pu b lic  He a rin g



EPA VIC  |

OFFICIAL 

3

Our purpose

Protecting the health of our communities and environment
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EPA’s role in the Commonwealth Games

• En g a g e m e n t with EPA b y De ve lop m e n t Vic toria a nd th e Office of Com m onwe a lth Ga m e s (De p a rtm e n t of J ob s , Skills ,
Ind us t ry a nd Re g ions ) com m e nce d im m e d ia te ly a ft e r p rop ose d Com m onwe a lth Ga m e s d e ve lop m e n t s it e s we re id e n t ifie d
a nd p ub lic ly a nnounce d .

• EPA’s p rim a ry role wa s to u t ilis e it s re g u la tory a nd sc ie n t ific e xp e rt ise to p rovid e e nvironm e n t p rote c t ion a d vice , inc lud in g
for p la nn ing a p p rova ls und e r th e Planning and Environment Act 1987.

• Th e p la nn in g a p p rova l p a th wa y soug h t for Com m onwe a lth Ga m e s villa g e s re q u ire d De ve lop m e n t Vic toria (a s th e
p rop one n t ) to consu lt with EPA a s a re le va n t p ub lic a u th ority.

• EPA d id not ha ve a s ta tu tory a p p rova l role und e r th e Planning and Environment Act 1987 or th e Environment Protection
Act 2017for d e ve lop m e n t a t th e se s it e s to p roce e d .

• De ve lop m e n t Vic toria soug h t a d vice from EPA on sp e c ific e le m e n t s of th e Com m onwe a lth Ga m e s d e ve lop m e n t p rop osa ls .

• Ad vice p rovid e d b y EPA in re sp onse to re q ue s t s g e ne ra lly h ig h lig h te d th e risks to th e e nvironm e n t a nd h um a n h e a lth d u e
to p ollu t ion a nd wa s te , a nd th e re q u ire m e n t s of th e Environ m e n t Prote c t ion Ac t 20 17 a ssoc ia te d with the Com m onwe a lth
Ga m e s d e ve lop m e n t p rop osa ls .
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