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Peri-urban 
Melbourne

• Remains a critical site of production
• Long-standing planning policy approaches, but 

lacking certainty and clarity
• Diverse farming systems and emerging needs to 

support them
• Melbourne at 8 million cannot afford to simply 

follow past trends 





Source: Buxton and Butt, 2020





Estimated Value of Agricultural Output 206-17 – Beef Cattle Enterprises
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(extensive Peri-Urban region)(immediate Fringe)
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Estimated Value of Agricultural Output 206-17 – Chicken Meat Enterprises





Peri-urban 
place and the 
Planning 
System

• Long term planning – opportunity to maintain this 
considered legacy

• Need to ensure it is supported 
• Risks of ‘dilution’ and another UGB ‘breakout’
• Between 2005-2013 the UGB increased by about 

500sqkm (N, SE, W) – more than Whitehorse, 
Maroondah, Knox, Monash and Greater Dandenong 
LGAs together.

• This can’t be the future solution to urban growth
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Melb. Urban Growth Boundary 



Critical Issues
• The city needs better solutions than more peri-urban 

growth
• Farming is ‘real’ in the region – and innovative –

planning must support this


