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authorities have taken over the site and
the health and recreation camp has ceased
to operate. T believe that step should not
have been taken until facilities were
available elsewhere for the continuation
of the scheme. I dc not know what the
prospects are of an early resumption of
this activity. Some blocks of land have
been offered but the fact remains that
there are now no buildings and no
facilities to continue this excellent work
in the interests of the children of the
State.

It is rather hard that such a small
facility as the Crow’s Nest camp should
be required by the Department of the
Army which has so many other properties
at its disposal. It is wrong to deny this
excellent institution to the children
merely for the training of a handful of
service personnel who could have been
accommodated elsewhere. I have raised
the matter with my party and our leader
has protested to Mr. Calwell, the Deputy
Leader of the Federal Labour party. I
am astonished that the children’s camp
should have been closed and nothing sub-
stituted in its stead. Perhaps the Minister
of Education or the Education Depart-
ment may have something in view, but
the fact remains that a magnificent en-
terprise which would have been of great
benefit to the future manhood of Viec-
toria has been ended. Those responsible
for the closing of the camp have shown
little regard for the under-privileged
children of the State. I hope the Govern-
ment will expedite the replacement of
this commendable enterprise.

The sitting was suspended at 6.29 p.m.
until 7.535 p.m.

The Hon. G. L. TILLEY (South-
Eastern Province).—There are two
matters of vital importance to the elec-
tors in my province to which I desire
to direct the attention of the Govern-
ment. The first relates to the recent
flooding in the Chelsea-Carrum area
and the second to the provision of suit-
able housing for miners employed at the
State Coal Mine, Wonthaggi.

The Chelsea-Carrum district is a newly
built-up suburban area consisting in the
main of homes occupied by the families
of workers the majority of whom travel
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te and from their employment by train
to Melbourne. The local residents have
erected new homes of which they are
justifiably proud, many of them being
purchased on a long-range finance basis.
For some time these people have been
confronted with the possibility of their
homes being flooded. Many of them re-
call the dreadful experiences to which
they were subjected during the floods in
1934, but unfortunately little has been
done in the district since that time to
overcome the possibility of future
flooding.

Up to about fifteen years age, the
district could have been classified as =z
rural area, and the drainage then pro-
vided proved inadequate. Building of
homes in the area has proceeded apace,
and to serve those properties new roads
have been formed. Unfortunately, the
district is not sewered and as a resuit
effiluent from the septic tanks and
drainage from the new houses and road-
ways finds its way on to the swamp
lands adjoining the Chelses, Carrum,
and Frankston districts. The existing
drainage facilities have not been able to
cope with the problem of rapidly clear-
ing away to the sea this increased inflow
of water.

During the recent fioods many local
residents were forced to vacate their
homes, their properties were damaged
by the swirling flood waters and debris,
and their gardens, of which they were
justifiably proud, were destroyed. It is
natural that they loock to the future
with some degree of trepidation, fear-
ing future flcoding, unless prompt
action is taken to give them necessary
protection. The existing drainage
channels had been allowed to become
overgrown with trees and weeds, the
presence of which impeded the rapid
outflow of excess waters. The flood has
undermined the banks of the existing
channels.

Recently local residents held a protest
meeting at which they agreed to request
the Government to take immediate
action to prevent future flooding. It was
the most emphatic protest meeting I
have ever attended. Residents were of
the opinion that nothing was being done:
to alleviate existing conditions. The-
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view was expressed that because of the
condition into which the channels hagd
detericrated, if further heavy rainfalls
ware experienced in the near future—
which is guite likely as we are only half-
way through winter—even worse flood-
ing than had already been experienced
would follow. The meeting decided fo
ask that the report and recommenda-
tion of the Parliamentary Public Works
Commitiee which inguired into drainag
conditions on the Carrum swamp shouid
be given effect as quickly as possible,
The area affected is not a scattered
set“tle; rent but lo a closely knit new
L‘ 3

su Liocal residents feel that
eveay ; rain a little apove the
average is .x:perleﬂced in the district
they should not be faced with the possi-
bility of having to vacate their homes
and sesk refuge in local halls.

People in the district have forwards
etling £ o-rm
nent should
do immediately to overcome this prob-
' do not think *—that what they
much. Their reguests are
mporary pumping plant should
be i‘lstaﬂed to pump out the water en-
closed in the area bounded
lioce creek, the Patterson ri
the main drain, the pumps to be cperated
until an effective drainage and sewerage
system has been installed in the city of
Chelsea; that immediate effective repairs
;ﬂnotmq Be made to the banks of the
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kiordizlloc creek, the Patterson river, and

othes }. ains, with adeguate arrange-

ments :»o Wﬁon them cl-eﬂ‘an; and that
i

ve the Governmeni will take this

As 1 said before, it
unattended from vear to
¢ have their ALomes to

feel that action sheuld

)-h

icct that I desire to bring
: from my home town,
where is gituated the most
mine in the field. I refer
X mine, where plant valued
is 1ying idle. If it were
ine would have an output
. Gl L. Tilley.
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of at least 100,000 ions of coal a year.
At present the State Coal Mine at Won-
thaggi has an output of 129,600 tons a
yvear. If the Kirrak area mine, now
lying idle, were opened—and the oniy
difficulty preventing that is labour—ithe
output of the State Coal Mine would be
doubled. To open the Kirrak mine 200
men are needed. Previously, men for
this purpcse were hard to find, but now,
with unemployment becoming more pro-
nounced throughout the State, 200 men
could easily be engaged to work the
Kirrak mine at Wonthaggi.

In the last three months, thousands of
Italians have been coming to the town
from employment at works clesing down
in other parts of fha State. A large
number of them have been given work at
the mine, but the position is that there
is no place to house them. In the circum-
stances, the State {oal Mine has
to turn back additicnal Iabour be-
cause the town cannot provide accom-

modation. There are neither guest
houses, hotels nor ordinary houses

for married people. To operate the mine
at Wonthaggi successfully, two hostels
for single men and approximately 150
homes are required. Those requirements
may appear rather heavy, but I would
point ocut that at the present time the
Government is paying more than £10 10s.
a ton for imported coal. Approximately
£6 10s. a ton is being paid for New South
Wales cecal, a difference of £4 2 ton. The
price of coal produced at Wonthaggi is
even liess than has to be paid for New
South Wales coal. If the Kirrak area
were opened—ithe only factor stopping
that is lack of housing—it would be pos-
sible to produce a minimum additional
quantity every vear of 160,000 tons.
This, on the basis of a saving of £4 a ton,
would mean a total saving of £400,000 a
vear by the State Coal Mine on behalf of

the taxpayers.

i think that the proposition must com-
mend itself to the Government; it is only
a matter of adopting a policy of looking

tittle, and that policy should un-
e given effect by the Govern-
n that event the township of
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pay‘»_rs saved £480,000 a year. 'The
ment could also obtzin revenue by
way of rent on any houses constructed
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in the locality. Furthermore, opening the
Kirrak area would give employment to
many men in this State, apart from being
of assistance to the coal mining industry
generally. To me it is absoclutely absurd
that a mine as modern as the Kirrak
area cozl mine, with its most expensive
plant, should be lying idle at a time when
men are needing work and the Govern-
ment could save £400,000 a year. That
gituation obtains simply because there is
nowhere to house men who are looking
for employment at Wonthaggi.

The ¥Hom. &. d. JONES (Ballarat
Province).—On this BIill relating to
Suppiementary Hstimates, I propose to
discuss several problems of concern
to the electors of the province that 1
represent. The first is the lack of
accommodation in two of the schools in
my area. At the Stawell State School No.
562, the headmaster, Mr. Aldie, is deeply
concerned about the accommodation
problem that will confront him next year.
Culy last month he was faced with the
task of providing accommodation Ior 40
new pupils who were due to begin their
studies at the school on the st of July.
This problem has been serious, not only
to the headmaster, but alsc to the parents
and the pupils; sc much so, that a start
was made in drawing up a petition to
present tc the member who represents
the district in the Assembly, with the
view of trying tc determine what he
could do about it. But before it became
pecessary to go the full length with the
petition, the Education Department was
able to make provision for the pupils by
resorting to the use of the recreation hall
at the school. This means that the
school is now deprived of the use of that
hall. Still, the main problem is that
which will arise in 1953. In the Stawell
area there are several country schools
that have not been used for some years,
and if one of them could be shifted into
the township of Stawell that would tend
to solve the problem of accommodation.

The next difficulty associated with
school accommedation applies to the
girls’ secondary school at Ballarat. At
the invitation of the school committee
and the headmistress, Miss Mozley, 1

visited the girls’ secondary school last-

week. There is a new school in the

[29 JuLy, 1652.]
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course of censtruction for the pupils of
that secondary school; it is quite a big
job, the estimated cost of which is about
£80,0600. I should mention that before
I paid my visit to the present school,
in the company of the Bgllarat In-
spector of Public Works, Mr. James,
I examined the construction at the
new school. The work has been pro-
ceeding for some time with only slight
progress, and the contractor informed
me that the slow rate of progress was
due to inability to obtain building
materials, particularly the type oZ
bricks required. The building is being
constructed of what are kinown as
“pink ” bricks, which are hard to
tain. We paid a visit io the firm tha
manufactures i

and were informed by DMr. Selk
in recent years heavy dernands h
made on the bricks supplied by ¢t
He added that, with improved f
for handling the clay in the
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tractor for the

school. , it 1
be at least twelve monihs before the
work cn the new school has been com-
pleted.

On visiting the present school, T must
confess that I was amazed at its state
of disrepair. It is g weatherboard struc-

S
ture which seemed as though it had been
there for many years. As I walked into
the gate I couid not help but nctice the
dilapidated appearance of the building
which, obviously had not been painted
for many years. I was conducted
through it, and all the time received the
same impression that it was in a bad
state of repair. Three army huts had
been erected to assist in relieving the
accommodation problem. As T inspected
these I noticed that in each case the
hut had been divided into two class-
rooms, the pupils being huddled together
under conditions that in my opinion are
not conducive to the proper development
of the minds of the young students. The
ceilings of the class-rcoms were unlined
and in one of the rooms sparrows were
nesting. Honorable members can





