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Tl::e Ron. '.V. KENDELL.-·That is a 
(Tre3.·~ country, capable of being d3-
~TE'bFe:::l, but YI'l:iere you see one train 
lOll~ of manufactured articles going to 
G~i.:~:da:nd, you 5'ee ten going north. The 
c'l;:yzlopment of Gippsland r';lns on 
:.~ific:rellt linea. 

The lIon. G. 1& .. DAVIS.-It is a great 
FIOyince. 

'';:~Le Hon. '.Y. KENDELL.-I do not 
deny that, and p-erhaps some day it may 
L2 er::.l:2.1 to Denmark. I want to get an 
l:'.·'::'::"i'.~lce from tu.e Government that they 
',-:it. ~,:ot pLlt any obstccle ill the way cf 
p.·iya~2 ellterprise developing th:= Y\'ab2:t 
PO\\'<::" in the llCl'ih. I am suite sa.t~3fh:d 
·~l1.l}s ~:;,e ::.:onv311 sche1113 \'V,:ll go thr~n~gi:, 
;:3.:'0J,~t2 l'(f,lcTable Eem1:ers (lre ir.. ~C'yO,"l' 
of it. But I thin~t: we are r. bit pr:::"ll?.
t 'TE .:',1 ,:Gill:; on foil ell scanty ir:.forHw.tio::'i . 
..:' ":,cnt th;~ 'GOyerllmellt to" admit th£l.:i: it 
L; ;'c~;;i;1le fo-:,' the other scheme to be de
yclo;~ed concurrently with this, and t~at 
i:h<:)Y vdll have no objection to private 
f~J.t~:i.':Ti.'i3e being us~d. This is what N[r. 
:::.~c~'': s,lid in his report on the 12th 0: 
:r-~GY2Ii.1ber la&t:~ 

~a my 1!.J03 report I also showed how, just as 
t~lei'e was 11, pl'ol)er time for proceed:ng with 
t:12 ~'~GrwcLl scheme, so, in my opinion, a:, u. 
later dl~te the water power ~eSOUl'ces of t:18 
:-;ta'~e Gught to be (!evelop,~d. rrhe increasi!l~ 
cost of fuel, llnd the time that has elap6ed 
t,incJ 1908, makes this mat-l:er really mge:at. 
Tl~c:'f' is no reason for delaying the lUo:::well 
I'c1:ea~eJ ';mt rather the reverse, as the wor::';s 
it)): nay water power scheme t'lke considera:JJ.y 
limgcl' to ca';'ry out than f')r :1 coal-field pO'\VCl' 
:;'cc.t:on; and it is cleur that, unless the Mor" 
well scheme can he proceeded with at once, 
S )!!1e othOl' steps will have to be taken to deal 
\Vitl~ the demand two or three years henc$. 
r:pcC!iucution:3 for the plant have not yet b2en 
r.':2!:~!'ed, and, ill my opinion, it will take at 
10;- f-Jt two yeaTS from the placing of contrr.cts 
hd·, .... e :~lol.hourne will obtain a supply [l'Om 
t':2 • ~ .. 1'..-.'e11 power station. 

!~e' says it. will take longer to develop 
a ',('de::- power ~chellle tha.n the b:rG'VV:~ 
Cn9.~ scl:eme. If \':e <1:re going to let the 
northern districts have any show of re
tcining their industries and of illCl'easi::lg 
the:'1l, . we should make some provi&ion to 
s~p.r~ as 'so,)n as possihle with the \vater 
powe-:,', us We111[18 the brown coal, SCh(',Illc. 
If the Government are not prepared t::> 
,go into the water power scheme, they 
SilO,ilc1 allow private enterprise to do so. 
Tbc::, '(hey will have nothing to do with 
t:,ll?: prepara.tion of plans and estimates. 
AJ -::'ll(~,t th'3Y will require to do will be to 
t;~cl'o~l'ghly s;::tfegnard the interests of the 
StC!':e m any lea~e that may b~ grant~cl 
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to private enterprise. If we do that the 
tax:payers and the Government will have 
ncthing to lose. There will be nothing 
to be regretted, and, po.ssibly, the schem~ 
will be in operation in the course of a 
few years. I leave the matter now in the 
11,ands of the House. but I should like 
the Government to give me an assurance 
tl:at they will reconsider the matter of 

'granting permission to private enterprise 
to deyelon \',·ater power schemes. The 
demands in the northern districts and 
tOW!1S for· a supply of electricity a.t a 
reascll&b1e rate will grow and become nll
menRe. I thank honorable members fer 
the good hearing they have given me, and 
I trust that the Government will give me 
uu nSSl1l'l111C-e on the lines I have indi
cr.ted. 

The Hon. W. P. OROOKE'TT.-I 
Laye listened with considerabh interest 
ta the speeches in favonr of this propo
sition and against it, and I may say that 
I appreciate the enthusiasm shown by 
tl~ose who nre supporting the Bill. I 
would h2.YC a somewhat similar feeling 
to theirs if the proposal were one to spend 
£8,000,000 or £4,000,000 on the develop
ment of the primary industries of this 
r~'..lntry. ~\.s a layman, I do not intend 
to criticise the ~Iorwell scheme, because 
I !G10W that the opinion of a layman car-
1;i(,8 no weight against that of e'xpert e11-
~::iI~eers; but, us a practical man, I do 
ss.y that, before the Government enter 
U110n this scheme, th('y should fully in
','rstigate the Kiewa scheme. They should 
~:et all tho data possible with regard to 

. tb.at proposition. The conservation of 
'.nlter will bring about an asset value that 
Y"'ill easily cover the cost of iSs conserva
·::Oll. Therefore, if it would be possible 
to conserve the water and use it for gene
rating the necessary power, and also for 
developing the country, it would be wortb.. 
,,:D.ile having a little delay, in order that 
we might make absO'lutely certain with 
regard to this proposition. However, it 
is not on nccount of the character of the 
Morwell scheme alone, that I ·take excep
tion to this move. I have no doubt that 
there are great possibilities of develop
ment under it; but, in my opinion, the 
time for it is not ripe. I think that the 
Government ought to be far more con
cerned about th~ development of the pri
mary industries of the country. I cer
tainly think that if this scheme is carried 
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out, it will attract outside industries 
to the city. It is going to have that cen
tralizing effect that all big undertakings 
around cities have. We have barren 
spaces 'in the country, and plenty of men 
anxious to get on to the land, but de
velopment is required. I am up against 
the policv of ,the Government. inasmnc-h 
as they are not concerning themselves suf
ficiently as to' the matter that will be of 
the most importance in the future-the 
settlement of the land. I think that the 
money it is proposed to spend on the 
:Morwell scheme, instead of being thrown 
into secondary industries, ought to be 
s-pent on primary industries, because it is 
the primary industries that are the grent 
stay in our country's days of trial. ):iy 
argument is that if this amount of 
£3,000,000 or £4,000,000 were sp('nt in 
developing the resources of the country 
and filling up the empty spaces, the re
turn in wealth to tne whole community 
would be ten times what the scheme :10W 

before us will return in connexion ,yith 
secondary industries; because, ",h('u all is 
said and done, the secondary industries 
are entirely dependent upon the ",yealth 
and progress of the country. I think the 
Government ought to be far more con
cel'ned than they are about the gl'eRt 
vacant ipaces and the small populr:.ticn 
thronghollt the country. During the de
bate one honorable memb('I' interjected, 
"What is £3,000,000~" I was a 1ittle 
surprised to think that any honol'eble 
member should loo·{ with such pl'in~ely 
indifference on the eXTKmditure of such ~ 
large SUm of money, because the nU'io:ul 
Departments that I have approaC'he(~, 111 
order to try to get some money for the 
development of certain primary interests 
in the country, have always acted in tbe 
most nig.c:?;nrdly way. The Commissi~l1ers 
of the ~Iildura Irl'igation Trust have 
approached the GoYel'nment in regard to 
gC'tting- lonns to enable them to s8tt18 bi~ 
areas in the district. Those Ul'cns would 
be 'wcalth producing, and we had en
ginecrs' reports showing that the sc:ieme 
,vas a satisfactory one from all interest 
and sinking fund stand-point, r..lld that 
the expenditure was j ustified. We never 
could get the Government to see eye to 
eye with us and to advance the money 
necessary to do the \york. It is because 
of the neglect of the Government to for
ward country interests that I am against 

H on. lV. P. Crockett, 

the proposal in the Bil1. Th3 Govern
ment ought to develop the country, and, 
onee they have a developed and wealthy 
country, they will. have ~he means to ~e
,relop secondary Industnes. Those In
dustries do not require the enCCUl'age
:11eut that primary industries do. 

TJ:te Hon. Vr. R. CLARKE.-..Ltre not 
the Government spending £10,000,000 Oli 
:118 primary industries ~ 

The Hon. W. P. CROOKETT.-If 
tlley are doing that they are following 

'snch slow methods that I have seen no 
resllhs from them. The Goyernment 
nlUke promises to us, and even then w(~ 
haye to come down and rap at the back 
Qoors of the Departments in ordci' to 62'~ 
the promises fulfilled. 

The PREiSIDENT. - The honorable 
1118mber is getting away from the subject
matter of the Bill. 

?:he Hon.· W. P. OROOKETT.-I 
!ll'.lst oppose the Bill from a policy point 
of vie~ because of the fact that I think 

, d' bv it the Government are exten mg con-
~id81'atioll to interests that should be 
secondary. 

L'he Hon. W. A. AD ... '\.:J.ISON.-If the 
ci.c0nte on this Bill has served no other 
~mocl purpose, it has, at any rate, led to 
d~e discovery of a large number of elec
~l'icd experts. From a layman's POiIlt 
of vim\', I think it is almost futile to diG
cuss the w'hole of the details of this mea
s:',l'e. TVe know that the ]"Iorwell pl'OpO
.sit.i.on is not a new one, [md, as a men~
;.i8r of a previous Government, I had the 
1):L':'y:'bge of being behind the SC0:i.18'1 when 
tne illvestio'ations were going on. I know 
s0i1lething ~ of the investigations 3ir. 
3;:~lli~u referred to, in which he and 
ct:l~:' ~Jeople. engaged in 18.rg.s €nteI'~riEeS 
Yi'e:."s :ntel'ested; and. I know that );.:1'. 
3ailEnl W2.S geed enough tc :;Jlace Ul8 

',,,-hob of the infonnation obtained at the 
clisnosz.l. of the Government. A COnl

m:tt0C of experts ,vas then ap,oiut~(l. to 
i:~~mil'c into the 3.101'well scheme, and 
they furnished a very enc:mragin1 lC

nOl"t "'hich led to the °Government doing 
A , d 
t he only thing that they could do '..'.ll e1' 
the C'ireumstl:'.nces, and th!:t was to intl'o
Ct',1('e a Bill last sessio~ authorizing the 
ul~pointlllent of Electricity Oo~mis: 
sioners. We know what huge deposlts of 
b::"oY.;n coal there are at Morwell, l!ud, 
notwithstanding what has been said abcut 
private enterprise, and the fact that I do 


