
Inquiry:  Inq uiry in t o Loca l  Gove  rnm  e  nt  fund ing  and  s  e rvice  s  

He a ring  Da t e :  7 Augus t 2024 

Ques t  ion[s ]  t  aken  on  not  ice  

Dir e c t e d  t o:  Gre  a t  e r  Ge  e  long  Cit  y  Counc il   

Re c e ive d  Da t e :  22  Oc tobe r  2024 

1. Eva n  MULHOLLAND, pa ge  25

Que s t ion  a s ked :
Eva n  MULHOLLAND: I have  ju s t  got  a  q uick q ues t ion  t o s t a rt  wit h . It  was
s om et hing ra is ed  e a rlie r. Have  you  re ce ived  any corre s p ond e nce  from  t he
De p a rt m e n t  of He a lt h  or b e e n  ad vis ed  t ha t  you  ne e d  t o co- fund  t he
De p a rt m e n t  of He a lt h ’s  ce nt ra l im m unis a t ion  p rogram ?
Troy EDWARDS: Thanks  for your q ues t ion , Mr Mulholland . Look, I cou ld  not
s ay t ha t  it  is  on  m y rad a r. Tha t  is  not  t o  s ay t ha t  we  have  not  rece ived  it .
Eva n  MULHOLLAND: You  can  t ake  it  on  not ice  if you  like .
Troy EDWARDS: Yes , de fin it e ly. We  can  find  ou t . It  is  p os s ib le , b ut  I ju s t
cou ld  not  s ay wit h  any ce rt a in t y.
Re s p ons e : Ple as e  re fe r t o  t he  a t t ache d  d ocum e nt s  re la t ed  t o t he
charge .  Thes e  s en t ence s  cove r t he  e s s e nce  of t he  change .

2. Be v McARTHUR, p a ge  27

Que s t ion  a s ked :
Be v McARTHUR: Gre a t . I a ls o s e e  you  are  s it t ing in  your ve ry e lab ora t e  ne w
p rem is es . How m uch  d id  t ha t  cos t ?
Troy EDWARDS: Th is  p rem is es ? That  is  a  good  q ues t ion . I d o not  know t ha t
off t he  t op  of m y he ad .
Be v McARTHUR: Take  it  on  not ice .
The  CHAIR: Fe e l fre e  t o  t ake  it  on  not ice
Re s p ons e : $102.5 MILLION

3. Be v McARTHUR, p a ge  28

Que s t ion  a s ked :
Be v McARTHUR :�You have  got  I t h ink ab out  11 va ria t ions  in  your ra t e s  in
Ge e long. Can  you  p rovid e  on  not ice  t he  d e t a ils  of your ra t ing s ys t em ,
p le as e , and  how it  has  incre as e d  ove r a  p e riod  of t im e  or d e cre as e d ?
Troy EDWARDS:�Yes . We  can  s ha re  our ra t ings  s t ra t e gy wit h  t he  com m it t e e .
That  is  not  a  p rob lem  a t  a ll.
Be v McARTHUR:�And  t he  va rious  varia t ions  and  what  p e rce n t age  t he y a re .
Re s p ons e : Ple as e  re fe r t o  t ab le  b e low.
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4 . Da vid  DAVIS, p age  29  

Que s t ion  a s ked : 
Da vid  DAVIS: I have  got  a  coup le  of a re as  t ha t  I am  p art icu la rly in t e re s t ed  
in  –  a  long- t e rm  t im e  s e rie s  on  m at e rna l and  child  he a lt h  and  lib ra rie s  in  
p a rt icu la r. I wan t  t o  s e e  t he  fund ing from  council and  s t a t e  gove rnm e nt , 
b e caus e  m y s us p ic ion  is  t ha t  t he re  has  b e en a  s ignifican t  de c line , wh ich  
you  p oin t  t o  in  your s ub m is s ion . We  wou ld  love  a  10 - ye ar t im e  s e rie s  s ince  
ra t e  capp ing s t a rt ed ; t ha t  wou ld  b e  wort hwhile , t o  s e e  how t hos e  a re as  
have  gone . So if you  can  t ake  t ha t  on  not ice , t ha t  wou ld  b e  ve ry good … 
Troy EDWARDS: Thanks , Mr Davis . Pe rhap s  I will t ake  on  not ice  your 
q ues t ion  on  m a t e rna l and  ch ild  he a lt h  fund ing, and  we  will s e e  if we  can  
give  you  s om e  –  
Da vid  DAVIS: And  lib rarie s . 
Troy EDWARDS: And  lib rarie s  –  and  we  will give  you  s om e  longit ud ina l 
figure s  t he re . 

Re s p ons e :  The  con t rib ut ion  of t he  St a t e  and  Counc il t owards  t he  fund ing 
of MCH s e rvice  has  rem a ine d  re as onab ly cons is t e n t  a s  a  pe rce nt age  ove r 
t he  FY16 –  FY24 p e riod . Due  t o t he  ris ing cos t s  of t h is  s e rvice  d uring t h is  
p e riod , t he  Counc il s ub s idy e xp res s e d  in  d olla rs  has  incre as ed  by ~$1.4m  
d uring t h is  p e riod , whe re as  t he  St a t e  Gove rnm e nt  cont rib ut ion  has  
inc re as ed  by ~$0 .9m . 
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MCH 

Ge e long Re giona l Lib ra ry Corp ora t ion  is  e s t ab lis hed  und e r t he  p rovis ions  of t he  
Loca l Gove rnm en t  Act  1989  t o p rovid e  pub lic  lib rary s e rvices  for t he  fou r loca l 

gove rnm en t  a re as  of Borough  of Cit y of Gre a t e r Ge e long, Que e ns c liffe , Gold e n  
Pla ins  Shire  and  Surf Coas t  Sh ire . Ove r t he  FY14 –  FY23 pe riod , con t rib ut ions  
b y Loca l Gove rnm en t  a s  a  % of t he  ove ra ll fund ing inc re as ed  from  81% t o 83%. 
The  p ort ion  of ove ra ll fund ing cont ribu t ed  by t he  St a t e  Gove rnm en t  red uced  
from  16% t o 13%. 

Libraries 

5. Ga e lle  BROAD, p a ge  31 
6 . 

Que s t ion  a s ked : 
Ga e lle  BROAD: I am  in t e re s t e d  t oo: p le as e  correc t  m e  if I am  wrong, bu t  is  
your p arking fe e  reve nue  a round  $7.5 m illion? 
Troy EDWARDS: We ll, it  cou ld  b e . That  s ound s  ab out  right , b u t  I wou ld  
ne e d  t o jus t  check. 
The  CHAIR: Fe e l fre e  t o  t ake  t ha t  one  on  not ice , if you  like . 
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Re s p ons e : On- s t re e t  pa rking reve nue  in  FY24 was  $7.31M 

7. The  Cha ir , p age  32 

Que s t ion  a s ked : 
The  CHAIR: Ge e long has  one  of t he  la rges t  pop u la t ions  of com pan ion  
an im a ls  of any Vic t orian  m unic ip a lit y. I am  aware  t ha t  you  work wit h  
Ge e long Anim a l We lfare  Socie t y on  your an im a l s e rvice s . Can  you  e xp la in , if 
any, what  fund ing or s up p ort  you  have  p rovid e d  t o t hem  in  ord e r t o  d o t ha t  
work? 
Troy EDWARDS: Tha t  is  a  good  ques t ion . I will have  t o t ake  it  on  not ice . It  
is  q uit e  p os s ib le  t ha t  we  p rovid e  t he m  wit h  grant  fund ing, b ut  I wou ld  ne ed  
t o check t ha t . 

Re s p ons e : Ge e long Anim a l We lfare  Socie t y (GAWS) are  cont rac t ed  t o 
d e live r Pound  Se rvice s  for t he  Cit y. The  fac ilit y is  owne d  b y t he  Cit y and  
le a s e d  t o GAWS for bot h  t he  d e live ry of con t rac t e d  p ound  s e rvice s  and  
t he ir an im a l we lfa re  s he lt e r and  ve t  c lin ic  op e ra t ion .  GAWS are  not  
charge d  re nt  (va lued  in  2022 a t  $58K p / annum ) or ra t e s  for t he  fac ilit y 
(c la s s ed  a s  non- ra t e ab le  in  accordance  wit h  t he  Loca l Governm en t  Ac t ) 
and  m os t  m ain t e nance  of t he  fac ilit y is  t he  financ ia l re s p ons ib ilit y of 
Council. 

The  cu rre nt  Cont rac t  fe e  s che du le  ou t lines  t ha t  Council p ay GAWS a  fe e  
for e ve ry anim a l t ha t  is  rece ive d  a t  t he  fac ilit y, e it he r by com m unit y 
m e m b ers  or Counc il office rs . Council a ls o pays  GAWS for t he  m ed ica l 
t re a t m e nt  of t hes e  an im a ls  for t he  firs t  8  d ays  of t he ir s t ay. If an  an im a l is  
not  rec la im ed  by an  owne r wit h in  8  d ays , t he  an im a l is  gift e d  t o GAWS as  
p a rt  of t he ir s he lt e r op e ra t ion  t o re hom e . 

Annua l e xp e nd it u re  p a id  t o GAWS in  FY24 was  $2.15M 

8 . Da vid  DAVIS, p age  33 

Que s t ion  a s ked : 
Da vid  DAVIS: Are  you  aware  of an  aud it  of s t a t e  gove rnm en t  land  t ha t  has  
b e e n  d one ? Are  you  aware  of any s uch  aud it  or in form a t ion? 
Troy EDWARDS: I am  not , b u t  t he re  m ay b e  ot he r p art s  of t he  organ is a t ion  
t ha t  a re  aware . 
Da vid  DAVIS: If you  cou ld  t ake  it  on  not ice , t ha t  wou ld  b e  he lp fu l. If we  
cou ld  und e rs t and  what  aud it  ha s  b e e n  d one  on  s t a t e  land  a round  Ge e long 
and  any cop ie s  of s uch  an  aud it  wou ld  b e  he lp fu l for us . Thank you . 
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Re s p ons e : We  have  d is cus s ed  wit h  ou r s t ra t e gic  p lanning t e am  if t he y were  
aware  of any s uch  aud it . The y are  unaware  of any rep ort s  ou t lin ing any 
aud it  of St a t e  Governm e nt  land  t ha t  has  b ee n  com p le t e d  a t  t h is  t im e .  

St ra t e gic  p lann ing is  und e r t he  im p res s ion  t ha t  t he  s t a t e  gove rnm e n t  
wou ld  m os t  p rob ab ly b e  com p le t ing land  aud it s  in  rega rd  t o hous ing 
t a rge t s  and  ava ilab le  land , howe ver, t o  t he  be s t  of our knowled ge , t h is  
in form at ion  is n ’t  s om e t h ing we  curren t ly have  acces s  t o.  

9 . Eva n  MULHOLLAND, pa ge s  34  –  35 

Que s t ion  a s ked : 
Eva n  MULHOLLAND: I have  ju s t  a  q uick q ue s t ion : how m uch  re venue  d oes  
your council ge ne ra t e  from  pa rking fe es ?  
Troy EDWARDS: Broad ly on  us e r fe e s  and  cha rges  we  a re  s it t ing a t  a round  
$69  m illion , of which  a t  le a s t  ha lf com es  from  s wim m ing, s p ort  and  le is ure . 
It  wou ld  b e , I t h ink, und e r $10  m illion , b ut  I will che ck t ha t  and  com e  b ack 
t o you. Tha t  is  fe e s  for p arking a s  opp os e d  t o in fringem e nt s , or d o you  
wan t  b ot h?  
Eva n  MULHOLLAND: Ye s , b roken  up  as  we ll in  t e rm s  of fe e s  and  fine s . 

Re s p ons e : On- s t re e t  pa rking reve nue  in  FY24 was  $7.31M 
In fringem e n t  re venue  in  FY24 was  $3.71M 

10. Sa ra h  MANSFIELD, p age  35 

Que s t ion  a s ked : 
Sa ra h  MANSFIELD: We  have  he a rd  a  lot  ab out  cos t  s h ift ing t h rough t h is  
inqu iry s o fa r. I know t ha t  t he  lib rarie s  is s ue  was  a  b ig one  t ha t  has  
b ubb led  up  in  t he  Ge e long a re a  ove r t he  la s t  coup le  of ye a rs . I am  
wond ering –  and  you  can  t ake  t h is  not ice  if you  ne ed  t o –  how t he  s t a t e  
gove rnm en t  con t ribu t ion  t o lib rary fund ing has  im p act e d  t he  region ’s  lib rary 
s e rvices , how t ha t  has  changed  ove r t he  las t  10  ye a rs . Pa rt icu la rly wit h  t he  
num b er of ne w lib rarie s  op e ning up  in  t he  re gion , what  a re  t he  ongoing 
cha lle nge s  t ha t  a re  face d  b y t he  counc il in  t e rm s  of fund ing t hos e? 
Troy EDWARDS: Aga in , we  can  p rovid e  t ha t . I know t he  Cit y of Gre a t e r 
Ge e long is  a  s ign ificant  fund e r of t he  Ge e long Re giona l Lib rary Corp ora t ion , 
t o  t he  t une  of ab out  $15 m illion . It  is  a  s ignifican t  s e rvice  t ha t  we  p rovid e  
t ha t  is  m uch  va lued . Ce rt a in ly t he  councils  do m os t  of t he  he avy lift ing on  
lib ra rie s  –  t ha t  wou ld  b e  m y e xp e rie nce  and  ob s e rva t ion  –  b ut  we  can  p u ll 
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s om e  figure s  for you  t he re . 
Sa ra h  MANSFIELD: I wou ld  b e  in t e re s t e d  t o s e e  how t ha t  has  change d  ove r 
t im e  a s  we ll and  whe t he r t ha t  s t a t e  gove rnm e nt  cont rib ut ion  has  ke p t  up  
wit h  t he  d em and  for lib rarie s  and  t he  inc re as e d  num b er of lib ra rie s  acros s  
t he  region . 

Re s p ons e : Ge e long Regiona l Lib rary Corp ora t ion  is  e s t ab lis he d  und e r t he  
p rovis ions  of t he  Loca l Gove rnm en t  Act  1989  t o p rovid e  pub lic  lib ra ry 
s e rvices  for t he  four loca l gove rnm e nt  a re as  of Borough  of Cit y of Gre a t e r 
Ge e long, Que e ns c liffe , Gold e n  Pla ins  Sh ire  and  Surf Coas t  Shire . Ove r t he  
FY14 –  FY23 pe riod , con t rib ut ions  by Loca l Gove rnm e nt  a s  a  % of t he  
ove ra ll fund ing incre as e d  from  81% t o 83%. The  p ort ion  of ove ra ll fund ing 
cont ribu t ed  by t he  St a t e  Gove rnm e nt  red uced  from  16% t o 13%. 

Libraries 

During t h is  t im e , t he  ove ra ll cos t s  of op e ra t ing t he  e xis t ing lib ra rie s  has  
inc re as ed  and  ad d it iona l lib ra ry fac ilit ie s  have  a ls o op ene d , furt he r 
inc re as ing ope ra t ing cos t s . This  has  re s u lt e d  in  t he  cont ribu t ion  of Cit y of 
Gre a t e r Ge e long increas ing from  $8.9m  in  FY16 t o t he  budge t ed  
cont ribu t ion  of $15.5m  for FY25. 

11.  The  CHAIR, p a ge  35 

Que s t ion  a s ked : 
The  CHAIR: J us t  c irc ling b ack t o m y que s t ion  b e fore  on  anim a l we lfa re  
s e rvices , I have  jus t  had  a  look on  t he  Cit y of Gre a t e r Ge e long web s it e , 
wh ich  s ays  t ha t  p e t  regis t ra t ion  fe es  a ls o fund  s e rvice s  like  d og pa rks  and  
p ound s . I know you  will not  b e  ab le  t o  ans we r t h is  for m e  now, s o it  is  fine  
t o t ake  it  on  not ice , bu t  if we  cou ld  ju s t  s ee  a  com paris on  of wha t  com es  
in  from  p e t  re gis t ra t ion  fe e s  and  how m uch  of t ha t  goes  b ack in t o an im a l 
we lfa re . I gre w up  in  Ge e long and  have  s e en  t he  d iffe re n t  it e ra t ions  of 
GAWS and  how it  has  op e ra t ed  and  t he  s upp ort  it  ha s  rece ive d , s o it  wou ld  
b e  good  t o s e e  t he  s up p ort  t ha t  t hey a re  rece iving now from  council for t he  
work t ha t  t hey give  t o t he  Ge e long com m unit y. 
Troy EDWARDS: Abs olu t e ly. 
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Re s p ons e : An im a l regis t ra t ion  re venue  FY24 was  $2.10M. Counc il pa id  $189K 
re gis t ra t ion  le vy t o St a t e  p e r Dom es t ic  Anim a ls  Act  req uire m en t  (=$1.9M 
ne t  reve nue ). 
GAWS Cont rac t  e xpe nd it ure  FY24 was  $2.15M. 

12.  Da vid  DAVIS, p age  35 

Que s t ion  a s ked : 
Da vid  DAVIS: J us t  in  t he  ce nt ra l c it y of Ge e long and  e xis t ing s uburb s  t he  
wind fa ll ga ins  t ax will ap p ly, as  I und e rs t and  it . Have  you  d one  any ana lys is  
t he re ?  
Troy EDWARDS: We  m ay have . I will have  t o d oub le - che ck and  com e  b ack 
t o you, Mr Davis , bu t  as  I s a id , it  ha s  not  b e en  p rom ine nt  in  t he  t im e  I have  
b e e n  he re . 

Re s p ons e : Wind fa ll Gains  Tax is  a  St a t e  Gove rnm e nt  t ax which  m ay app ly 
whe n  land  is  re zoned  re s u lt ing in  an  up lift  in  va lue . The  St a t e  Gove rnm e nt  
will a s s e s s  t he  im p ac t  of re zon ing on  a  cas e - b y- cas e  p rop e rt y. The re  a re  
m any fac t ors  which  will in flue nce  e ach  s ce na rio, inc lud ing e xe m pt ions , 
b e fore  and  a ft e r va lua t ions  of t he  s pe c ific  land  and  t im ing.  It  wou ld  not  b e  
viab le  for t he  Cit y t o und e rt ake  an  aud it .  


