Government Response SR
: © tothe' ' T
Victerlan Parhament Law Reform Committee s
. ~ Final Reporton '
The Powers of Entry, Search, Seizure and
" Questioning by Authorised Persons -

R

The Govermnent welcomes the F mal Report of the chtonan Parhament Law Reform
- Commiitee (“the Committee’ ) pursuant to its inquiry into the powers of entry, search,
-~ seizure and questioning by authorised persons. The inquiry was referred to the
Committee by the Governor in Council on 18 April 2001. After publishing a
Discussion Paper in October 2001, the Comm1ttee tabled its F inal Report m the
Leglslatrve Assembly on 30 May 2002 R :

The powers of authomsed persens {0 enter and search premlses, to seize preperty, to

© question individuals and to require them to produce items (often known as inspection

.- powers) are found across a wide range of areas. More than 120 Victorian Acts of - ©
- Parliament contain inspection powers, covering such matters as consumer affalrs, S

_ transport and fisheries, amongst many others. Almost all V1etonans will, at some

- -stage, be engaged in activities that are sub;eet to such powers. Sometimes police .

. officers may exercxse inspection powers under those Acts, but in most cases

“authorised persons” are not polzce ofﬁcers but are authonsed to exerczse mspectlon Con
powers " - ‘ : : ‘

, InSpection powers are Important tools in Iaw enforcement helpmg the Government to
propetly regulate a wide range of activities for the benefit of all Victorians. Inspectlon .
powers can also. mvolve significant infrusions upon people’s rights to privacy, liberty
and property. A just law enforcement system will carefully balance, on the one hand,
-the need for inspection powers being available to effectively combat various harms

and, on the other, the need for due respect for people’s rights. The Government is
committed to ensuring that the people of chtorla may be conﬁdent that thelr laws -
strike the nght balance in thlS regard - '

The Comrmttee S Report has done a great deal to ciar;fy the many issues cencemmg
the powers of entry, search, seizure,. questioning and requiring the production of
documerits by authorised officers. In most cases, the Government is supportive in
principle of the Committee’s recommendation. For some recommendations, the

- Report will be of great assistance to the Government in its further consideration of the
matters raised. The Government notes that among the recommendations for further
consideration, the following are of particular interest: recommendations 3(b), 37, 38,
41-44,71, 72, and 78. Once it has had the opportunity to consider those
recommendations as well as the matters which it supports in principle, the

Government will be best placed to consider the remaimn%matters noted for further
consideration. DERED TO LIE ON THE TABLE

Cierk of the Leg/siative ssbiyl




) jThe Government takes this opportwnty to thank the Commlttee for 1ts efforts in .

o undertakmg ateview of the powers of entry, search, seizure and questioning by

o authonsed persons The Govemment is gratefui for the Cormmttee s ha.rd and carefui

work R
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