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My name is Sonja Rutherford and the assistant Secretary of the Broad meadows Progress 
Association ( BPA}. I was a foundation member of the Association which was formed in 
August 1971. 

The General Objectives of the Association are 

• To foster and 9evelop a spirit of Community 

• To ensure the progress and development of the district 

• To protect the interest and welfare of residents. 

Over the past 49 years the Association has taken up issues of concern with all levels of 
Federal, State and Municipal Government. 

The Association has been actively involved in various campaigns around the health and 
welfare of residents relating to waste disposal, noise and air pollution . 

These include; 

• Through our membership of the "Council of Progress Association of Victoria" in the 
late 1970's, we were part of the successful campaign to established the Clean Air 
Council of Victoria. 

• A successful community campaign calling on the Victorian State Government to 
stop the establishment of a liquid waste dump in an unused quarry in Camp Road 
Broad meadows 1979 -1980. 

• Together with residents of Tulia marine, taking actions to control and finally close the 
Cleanaway toxic liquid waste dump in Tullamarine near the Airport . Issue still active 

l 
today regarding capping and leaching 

• Together with residents of Fawkner campaigning to close Nufarm's production of 

Agent Orange components and seeking redress for the resulting cancer suffers in the 

area . Plans to build on top of the old site is currently being opposed by Fawkner 
residents. 
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• A five year campaign, starting 1971, to stop the State Government's construction of 
Housing Commission Homes under the Flight Path of the new Tullamarine Airport 
This was contrary to Federal Government's Noise Exposure Forecasts (NEF) 
recommendations. 

• Members participating in the Ford Company's Community Advisory Committee in 
the 1980s. They expressed concerns with the abandonment of the rail link to 
Gee long and the development of triple trucks to meet their new "Just in Time" 
method of production. 

As a consequence of this new production method, Ford insisted that all packaging 
of components be returned to the providers. Reusable packaging resulted. 

• A member of the Association in 1985 achieving a Churchill Scholarship to study the 
tragic incident in 1984 ofthe Union Carbide plant in Bhopat India, where 30 tons of 
toxic gas, Methyl Isocyanate was released causing immediate deaths and long term 
health issues killing estimated total of 16,000 community members. 
Her report back shocked members and deepened their understanding of the need for 

communities to be vigilant. 

These activities made members of our Association and residents of Broadmeadows very 
aware of the need for stringent controls and effective policing to protect the community 
from commercial ventures. 

These activities have also taught us that we cannot just leave the wellbeing of the 

community to commercial interests or the vigilance of Government Department and 
Authorities. The community must take an active part and be recognized as having valuable 
impute into matters affecting our environment, health and quality of life. 

The, Patullos Lane fire 2015 Crumb Tyre fire in 2016, SKM major fire 2017, the Bradbury 
fire 2019, and the discovery of millions of litres of illegally stored chemical waste in our area 
is of growing concern to residents. 

With each event the residents are becoming more aware of the real threat to our lives and 
are increasingly dismayed with the ineffective regulations and inactions of Government 
Authorities and Municipal Councils. 

The reason that I and other residents are alive and healthy today is solely due to the climate 
conditions at the time. The fire plume went up and not down. 

Our survival and health should not depend on the luck of climatic conditions of the day. 

The current crisis in waste recycling creates the threat of fire but also threatens the air we 
breathe, the waterways and our general environment. 

The lack of effective regulations and enforcement has provided fertile ground for 
Illegal operators to flourish and for legal operators to cut corners for their commercial · 
interest with total disregard for the consequences. 

From our experience at a local level and our attendance at the Fire Recovery Meetings we 
would like to make the following observations and opinions. 
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• The concept of "self-regulation" in Victorian recycling and waste management 
system has not worked in the community interest and must be replaced with a 
regulated system under stringent Government control. 

• The storage and processing of toxic, hazardous, and general waste to be away from 
residential areas. 

• The latest technology be developed and adopted to recycle waste. 

• That cooperation and joint actions between relevant Government authorities be 
encouraged and resourced . 

• That Municipal Councils granting of permits for these types of operations be in 
consultation with other authorities. 

• That there be a central data base on the behaviour of operators that can be, and in 
fact required to be, accessed by all Councils and relevant authorities. 

• That Municipal Councils be required to employ increased numbers of suitable 
trained staff in the area of waste management. 

• That there be frequent unannounced checks on permit compliance. 

• That here be a simple direct process for the community and authorities to address 
issues when they arise and have them acted upon. 

• That the community be recognized and encouraged to participate in reporting 
Rogue operations and be fully informed of the resolution. 

• That the producers of waste be made responsible for its safe disposal and a system 
be developed to ensure this occurs. 

• That the manufacture of long lasting and repairable commodities be encouraged 
by Government. 

I hope that the matters I have raised on behalf of members of the Association and the 
community are given serious consideration and form part of the final recommendations. 

Sana Rutherford 
Ass Secretary 
Broadmeadows Progress Association 
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disposal and a conventional ~·arbage tip would 
have environmental etfeots Similar 10 the pre
sent proposal. 
In my view, and in the view of others, 
that is a very adequate report designed 
to assist the council .in reaching a deci
sion about what it should do for the 
planning permit for this particular 
quarry and disposal site. To have it said 
that nothing has been done about any 
assistance in the environmental field is 
just not true. 

I stated earlier that the matter could 
have been handled much better from the 
start by those who were responsible for 
the negotiations. As I have said, the 
quarry is an ugly sight that does no 
credit to the City of Broadmeadows and 
is of no benefit to the people opposite. 
It is an ugly, dirty, dusty pit which has 
the potential, after it is filled, to be
come a pleasant, treed space for active 
or passive recreation. 

A few kilometres up the road is the 
Broadmeadows tip itself, which is 
doing precisely what is requested to be 
done at this tip--by the Broadmeadows 
council. 

The Hon. A. J. Hunt-Which has 
been very responsible. 

The Hon. R. J. Eddy-That is not 
true. 

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. F. S. 
Grimwade)-Order! I ask honorable 
members not to interject. 

The Hon. W. V. HOUGHTON-One 
can hardly resist rising to the bait when 
Mr Eddy said that the Broadmeadows 
Council had not been responsible, but I 
shall desist from rising further . I am 
making the point that the potential 
exists to improve the environment and 
the quality of life of the people who are 
objecting considerably. I have put that 
to those people and I think they agree. 
But there is a strong feeling amongst a 
group of residents that what is pro
posed at this tip is an alternative to 
what was proposed at Dargile and no 
amount of persuasion-certainly not by 
any member of the Government party 
and I would have hoped all supporters 
of the Opposition interested in gaining 
achievements for this site would try
has convinced some of the people in the 

deputation that the intended use of the 
tip is not an alternative to Dargile. Of 
course, people would be emotionally up
set if they considered that that sort of 
industrial liquid waste would be put 
into this tip. The Health Commission, 
in issuing the licence to operate the tip, 
has indicated that it is possible to deal 
with the environmental problems
otherwise, the licence would not have 
been issued. 

The matter is now at a stand-off posi
tion. A licence has been issued. The 
council is faced with giving a planning 
permit. In order to delay, and I think 
for other reasons, the council is asking 
for further information so that it can 
make a decision. Every time it is pro
vided with a bit of information, it asks 
for another bit of information-to put 
off the decision of the planning permit. 
But when the council makes the decision, 
obviously it will be faced with the pro
cedures available to anyone-to the 
company and to the population-to 
object to the decisions that have been 
made. The result will be a long, drawn 
out and inappropriate set of legalistic 
procedures which should be avoided. 
What I am doing currently-when I am 
being accused of not doing anything-is 
to ensure that some arrangement is 
made between everyone concerned 
which will make this site what it ought 
to be. That will involve some incon
venience for those living in the area 
for a period of slightly upwards of five 
years. If that is not worth putting up 
with, bearing in mind that there is a tip 
farther up the road doing the same thing 
and that there is a dirty hole opposite, 
for an increase in the quality of life and 
in the value of property, then people 
have funny ideas of what is worth while. 
I shall continue to do what I can. I be
lieve I can do more than anyone else 
in the House for the people of Broad
meadows concerned about the particular 
environmental effects of that proposal. 

I shall deal now with another vital 
and important aspect-the matter of the 
Newport power house and the deter
minations of the Newport Review Panel. 
Within a week of becoming the Minister 
for Conservation, I drew attention ·to 
this matter. It concerned me very much 
that to that date, so far as I was aware 
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hoped would be non-controversial. He 
has continued to embarrass the Govern
ment by. making problems rather than 
solving them. 

Let me start with the issue of trade 
waste. I do not intend to dwell at 
length on any of these issues because 
in themselves they are not the subject 
of the debate; the debate concerns the 
Minister's lack of competence. The first 
issue to which I refer is the disposal of 
intractable trade waste--a very dange
rous. material-which w~s,sanvassed at 
Ieijg:ttiWihJ.O'ctobef"last year. 

The Minister has had almost a year
and I point out that this was an election 
issue that was canvassed because of the 
proposal to bu!ld a di.sposai plant at 
Dargile--to begirt a pos1t1ve progra~me 
on one of the most urgent environ
mental issues we face. He has done 
nothing. He!"too_Jt ,, co~~li .Jor . a sport 
pe,!J!oqc;;-in>the ··facttbat•,a --- snw~ ca})ed-th_e 
Vu1cafitts?-.was ·to come to V1ctona to be 
u~ed :'toi;fiincii1erate' trage : w:a~te _, not ~t 
the-. W:b:j is,ter!,s;c .·. req4e~t · ~ut ,. because 
p~J?,pl()n priva,te ery~erpt~se were at 
th'eir ,wits' end over th1s pro})lem. That 
ship is n:ot now coming. 

The Minister refused to take advice 
on this issue from his inter-depart
mental committee, which made four re
ports, the fourth of which has still not 
been released. It was completed last 
June and even today, when I rang to 
see lf I could obtain a copy-as I do 
almost weekly-! was told that the :e· 
port is still under wraps. The advice 
contained in that report is the sort of 
advice that the Minister should take. 
The report is available to the Govern
ment, but certainly not to. the Opposi
tion or to the public. 

The · Ministe~ -~efusea' to tak'~ ~dvice 

~h~!Qfq~l~Jn;§£!~~~;-~\ti~n~l~!~'![·~~~~ct~ 
abi.e.;:tox,tc Arade!wast . a$ -beheved to 
be_;.ija§:&at:ori''~f!le: ,i~urm ng: of -one or two 
irictn,~~ijptsd.P ·Qf n.~!ltthe city to ~a_ndle 
the? f>uHt:1hiif.ktn.i}:'1.Waste. The Mm1ster 
ref~'~ea ' [l:f''fake '" acifon in that regard. 
More seriously, he refused to take the 
advice of the industry. 

The Hon. E. H. WALKER-It was 
suggested in the 1972 report, which was 
tabled in 1973, that regional incinerators 
should be constructed. It has also been 
recommended since then. 

The Hon. A. J. Hunt-Intentionally 
or unintentionally you presented it as 
though they were the sole answer. 

The Hon. E. H. WALKER-I did not 
do so intentionaily. I indicated that an 
incinerator of the kind of which the 
Minister is well aware would handle the 
bulk of the problem. I agree there are 
other answers, but there has been no 
action on any of those answers by the 
Minister for Conservation. 

to .~~~~;Jfi~riali~{~;{~~Vt~~~T~~~~~~ -
that ' cr~ate · this-. sor,t :.qf ·hJgbJy. t_pxlC 
intias:t~b,l~ tr.ade waste ·are· willing and 
hav..eLi>ff.er,~d'Jo p~y for~Jhe use of :such 
a f.acility .. they are even willing to ma~e 
capital funds available and to help ~n 
the construction if the Government will 
take the initiative, but the Minister has 
refused to accept that otrer. He has 
refused to take the advice and accept 
the opinion of his predecess,Qt! ~bP .. ,.~ \J-.s 
said ·in P.l:lb* tp_a:t, .. P~.)~ J~~t.}~v''ol:i'r..; ;>~f · 
Government.f:undedrmcme.ll~~:!OIJ.· That IS 
a ·-cle-ar example of dereliction of duty 
on the part of the Minister for Con
servation. 

As : -r~ haye , s.aid ... on : many occasions, 
very dangeiou:S·- 'rm:i:teiial is stored in 
drums· around the city. I have made it 
clear that if those drums were to be 
mishandled or corrode and the material 
were to escape,: the r~sult might not 
be only serious pollutl<;>IJ.;Jt rl}jght mean 
death to sorn~ p.~opl_¢X ,' It;;J~,;;roY .view 
that the Mini,st,er .Js";,so A·Stl1b_b,Q_rn, that 
he will not acf until a deat_h,,,,.q_c:curs. 
That is, to say · the 'least regr..e.ttahle_ 

I shall now---outli;)e-;pecific cases of 
sheer incompetence and pig-headedness 
on the part of the Minister. ~he fi~st 
example is the proposal by Umted Dis-
posal Services Pty Ltd to establish a 
liquid trade · waste disposal plant in a 
disused quarry in Camp Road, Broad
meadows. That would be a perfect case 
for a Ministerially-required environ

The Hon. A. J. Hunt-Do 
gest that incinerators are 
answer? 

you sug- mental effects statement. It is not as 
the sole though the Opposition has not brought 

up the matter many times. Mr Eddy has 
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directed it to the attention of the Min
ister on no fewer than five occasions. 
On 9 October-this 'is reported at page 
2945 of · Hansard-Mr Eddy asked the 
Minister for Conservation, in essence, 
the following question: 

Has the Environment Protection Authority 
issued a licence for UnJ.ted Disposal Services 
Pty Ltd to construct the plant in Camp Road, 
Broadmeadow5? 

The answer from the Minister was an 
admission that he was not sure what 
the honorable member was referring to. 
He said he knew of a disposal dump in 
Tullamarine and another in Broad
meadows but wa·s not sure if it was 
the dump referred to by Mr Eddy. On 
30 October Mr Eddy asked the Minister 
whether he had approved a request from 
Broadmeadows City Council for an 
environmental effects statement. The 
local council had asked for such a state
ment because it was worried. The Min· 
ister, in rather circuitous fashion, said, 
in essence, that if the company were 
agreeable there would be no impedi
ment. 

On 31 October, the next day, Mr 
Eddy asked whether the Minister would 
request an environmental effects state
ment, as he was empowered to do by 
the 1978 Act. The Minister again 
answered rather circuitously and said 
he would l;le prepared to examine the 
proposition. On 14 November Mr Eddy 
asked, in essence: 

Has the Minister received correspondence 
from the Bro!ldmeadows City Council on 17 
October in which the council asked the Min
ister to exercise his power, and will the Min· 
lster, as the responsible Minister, exercise 
that power? ...._ 
The Minister answered, inter alia: 

I have received the request. . . . No decision 
has been made. . 
Finally, on 21 November, Mr Eddy 
asked, in essence, whether a report had 
been prepared. In part, the Minister 
answered: 

The matter is subject to a whole range of 
planning procedures. There . are envlronmental 
concerns which are of a fairi;Y low level priority. 
If there is any way in whtch I can help the 
honorable member in this matter I invite him 
to discuss it with me. 
I then interjected: 

You can require an environmental effects 
statement. 
The Hon. E. H. Walker 

The Minister replied: 
I could, but I do not intend to do so. 

That was an absolute refusal by the 
Minister in a case that was patently the 
sort of case in which an environmental 
effects statement was vitally necessary. 
It has aU ,crashed around the Minister's 

~i\!!i~~~~~f. 
dumfjJng;:·of 'toxtc 'trade;-.• .wastes;. :which, 
altl}p,Hg.tbP9~ci_ffit~~ctable; wenr of a: ltind 
that;;;.,vould :tause ;public nuisance. The 
people were worried because .the pro
nQ'serJ;;;,site;;:.w~s '-··Olos.e •,.,to-ei~ous.es. The 
Mil!<i~t~?'n~ :P~·~rst~ntfy··r~fu~e~cflo take 

· the action available to him. That is 
irresponsible. I believe he has now 
changed his mind but is not sure how 
to get over the problem. 

Ministerial duties are onerous, but 
they must be handled responsibly. That 
issue has not been handled responsibly. 

. Despite the fact that the Minister has 
received much advice on the issue and 
has been told by the company that it 
would be happy to have an environ
mental effects statement prepared, the 
Minister has persistently refused to fol
low that course. I believe that shows 
pig-headedness of a sort that should not 
be shown by a Minister. He should be 
removed from his position. 

Another example involves a cover-up 
by the Minister of an issue that was 
canvassed in the House late last year. 
Honorable members will remember the 
fiasco of the application by Beach 
Petroleum N.L. to drill for oil in the· 
Gippsland coastal park. As I mentioned 
earlier, I do not intend to canvass these 
matters as individual issues, I am merely 
indicating the way in which the Minister 
has handled them. The Minister clearly 
endeavoured to cover up advice he 
received in a letter from the Chairman 
of the National Parks Advisory Council. 
The Opposition had to force the Min
ister to table the document and he did 
so only because the issue had been can
vassed by journalists in the daily press. 
If the Opposition had not taken that 
course, no one would ever have under
stood what had occurred. 
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Merlynston Creek and Jack Roper Lake 

Closed on July 2017 reopened July2018 

Closed April 2019 due to pollution again . 

Still closed . 
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Opening of Eco 1 October 2018 
Opened by Hume Mayor Cr. Porter 

Welcomed Moreland Cr Oscar Yildiz 

Eco 1 Waste 
Recycle Centre 
@eco1 recovery 

Home 

Posts 1j, like ~ Follow ,. Share • • • 

@ Eco 1 Waste Recycle Cent re added 8 new photos to the album 
eeo1 Eco1 Official Opening -at Eco 1 Waste Recyde Centre 

6 November 2018 · ~ 

Opened by Major, Cr Porter in October 2018 

@ 
eco1 

Learn More 0 Send Messa!le 



Eco 1 Back Fence Bordering 

Will Will Rook Heritage Cemetery Parkland 

October 2018 
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;MISS.ION -SITE AND PROPOSED l!J'S'E-HUME CITY COUNCll 

Received on 

182S Sydney Road CAMPBE-LLFIELD VIC ,-------
PLAN NUMBER: Lot 1 TP2l2989 1 5 MAY Z\l~ c,·,··· .. ·r·=-~ -·-- .. -

iE ZONE: lNlZ l·ndustriall Zone I NWI'B jt c\+B£'' ·'. ::t•t ::.:Fi::.: i·. 
by STATUTO~V P~NN11'hf!~:; . . ~ .. Of 6 . 

1 
:rfv ,. ''lC.lv..o :ve . ,,1 
.!.!.!.L. Dale. ,. -

:2 1 II · 1 ~ j 
e subject site is one of the tenancies located at 1805-1825 Sydney Road, ---------.···---·~ 

~ampbellfield which is on the east side of the roadway and positioned along Hume 
Highway. The subject site, which is on the north-eastern corner, consists of a 
warehouse and adjoining office building. It is part of a larger section of land, with . 
other tenancies pr-esent on the Jot. 

Under the Hume City Council Planning Scheme·, the subject site is located within the 
Industrial l Zone (IN l Z). An extract o-f the relevant zoning map, with the area for the 
proposed use outlihed in white is· provided below; 

INDUSTRIAL 1 ZONE (IN1Z) 

SCHEDULE TO THE INDUSTRIAL 1 ZONE (IN l Z) 

Location of proposed use to be within ' f?~~?t~~~n·- ~·~~-~~-.~.[.~~::~r.; __ ·:··=-: cle ;\~:--· 
Description of Proposal 1 ""

0 
"' ·' ' - :· '·

1 
.. ,, .'.~,,~ ~LH,, 

t ; •,! " I):' .Av ·I -1 I. ';)1· ,J !~l!{.ll'lfll llg p: 
j_t.t· 'I::;.-. ,,, •. !~J iJ,:'.J !· ..... !.ifr~~>nn1ent 1\ct 

This site consists of a_ vacant warehouse and office ;~~-il~,i~,~ ~- ·~~,, llc• ,r,<:d f'ura.ny o~f 
. - ·~-·- ~·-·--·---

Planning permission is sought from the responsible authority, Hume City Council. to 
allow for the change of use to include storage of dangerous goods . 

Approval is sought for the proposed change of use which will incorporate the 
storage of dangerous goods (Class 3 flammable liquid) in intermediate bulk 
containers and drums in a part of the warehouse. 



SA/LABILITY! · 

Somewhere in Broadmeadows there is a beautiful little lake where four 

old blokes with a sailing background are running a programme called 

'Sailability North' . 

As the name implies 'we are sailing', but not by ourselves. Our main aim is to 

provide a different experience to students from disability services. We take our 

students, teenagers to young adults of different mental abilities, into little sailing 

boats and give them the basic idea of sailing- or, if they are that way inclined, 

take them out for the experience of sitting in a sailing boat and cruising about on 

the lake. Our boats are sturdy little sailing boats, which are neigh impossible to 

capsize - which is very good to know in our endeavours. 

We are confident that our program is appreciated by our clients as a very regular 

attendance of up to a dozen students and their carers show up each Thursday 

morning during school times . 

Sadly we have been closed down a few times over the past few years by EPA 

because of heavy pollution of the waters of Jack Roper Reserve lake (our venue) 

(SKM fire and general waste pollution) . 

But we are hopeful, especially with spring and sunnier weather coming up, that 

the lake after the recent good rains will be opened up again and our students 

(and us!) can enjoy ourselves having our little nautical experience. 

Thank you, 

Koos Soeterboek 

Secretary 

Sailability North 



Merlynston Creek and Jack Roper Lake 

Closed on July 2017 reopened July2018 

Closed April 2019 due to pollution again. 

Still closed . 

~r=~in~.kdrinking water or eating fish 
e a e or <reek is not advise-d 

Direct contact with water could 
harm to people and pets cause 

NOTICE ABOUT WATER QUALITY 

TEHLIKE 
Sue to a recent pollution event, 

it is recommended that you avoid any 
contact with the water, including fish 

caught in this waterway. 

Pets should also be prevented from 
entering or drinking the water. 

For further information please contact 
Environment Protection Authority Victoria 

on 1300 372 842 (1300 EPA VIC). 

® 
S. Melbourne 
... Water 



Sailit1g Ot1 the 
high seas. 



Bhopal : The World's Worst Industrial Disaster, 30 Years Later- The Atlantic 

/ltlantic 
Bhopal: The World's Worst 
Industrial Disaster, 30 
Years Later 
ALAN TAYLOR I DEC 2, 2014 I 28 PHOTOS I IN FOCUS 

Thirty years ago, on the night of December 2, 19 84, an 

accident at the Union Carbide pesticide plant in Bhopal, 

India, released at least 30 tons of a highly toxic gas called 

methyl isocyanate, as well as a number of other poisonous 

gases. The pesticide plant was surrounded by shanty 

towns, leading to more than 600,000 people being 

exposed to the deadly gas cloud that night. The gases 

stayed low to the ground, causing victims throats and eyes 

to burn, inducing nausea, and many deaths; Estimates of 

the death toll vary from as few as 3,800 to as many as 

16,000, but government figures now refer to an estimate 

of 15,000 killed over the years. Toxic material remains, 

and 30 years later, many of those who were exposed to 

the gas have given birth to physically and mentally 

disabled children. For decades, survivors have been 

fighting to have the site cleaned up, but they say the 

efforts were slowed when Michigan-based Dow Chemical 

took over Union Carbide in 2001. Human rights groups 

say that thousands of tons of hazardous waste remain 

buried underground, and the government has conceded 

the area is contaminated. There has, however, been no 

long-term epidemiological research which conclusively 

proves that birth defects are directly related to the 

drinking of the contaminated water. 

Page 1 of22 
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