VALUES IN SYMBOLS

LESSON PLAN
Teacher Guide
Level

Learning Area

Strands

Topic

3&4

Humanities: History

•• Historical knowledge: Community, Remembrance and
Celebration

Values in Symbols

•• Historical concepts and skills
Civics and Citizenship

•• Government and democracy

Overview
The aim of this lesson plan is to give teachers a range of ideas and activities to:
•• facilitate student understanding of the importance and significance of values in our society
•• encourage student engagement with Parliament of Victoria through describing some symbols used by
the parliament and understanding the values they represent in our system of democracy.

Curriculum Links
Victorian Curriculum F-10
Level

Learning Area

Strands

Curriculum Code

3&4
Level

Humanities: History

•• Historical knowledge: Community, Remembrance and
Celebration
–– The importance of symbols and emblems
–– Describe the significance of Australian celebrations, symbols
and emblems

VCHHK076;
VCHHC071

Civics and Citizenship

•• Government and democracy
–– Describe democratic values

VCCCG001

Capabilities

Strand

Curriculum Code

Critical and creative
thinking

•• Meta-Cognition
–– Consider concrete and pictorial models to facilitate thinking,
including a range of visualisation strategies

VCCTM018

Ethical capabilities

•• Decision-making and actions
–– Discuss the role of personal values

VCED008

Learning Goals
By the end of these lessons, students will be able to:
•• Understand the concept of values
•• Identify values that are important to them
•• Describe some symbols from the Parliament of Victoria and understand the values that underpin them.

Resources and Materials
Included for this lesson plan are:
•• Teacher guide or summary
•• Teacher instructions: learning activities
•• Values: What Do I Care About Most? Worksheet
•• Public Sector Victoria: Values Worksheet 1
•• Public Sector Victoria: Values Worksheet 2
•• Symbolism and Values in the Legislative Council Worksheet
For the extension activity you will need:
•• Coloured whiteboard markers (red, green, yellow) or coloured (red, green, yellow) poster paper
•• The name and political party of your local member of parliament (for extension activity only)
•• Access to www.parliament.vic.gov.au/members

Learning Activities Summary
These activities meet the needs of students working towards attainment of the Victorian Curriculum F-10 in
Levels 3-4 in History.
This lesson plan contains the following learning activities and resources:
1.

Symbols review

2. Warm up: What do I care about?
3. Defining values
4. Vales and symbols; drawing activity
5. Symbols of Parliament: what are the values
6. Draw your own chair: values and symbols
7. Extension letter: write to your MP

Achievement Standard
By the end of these lessons students will meet the achievement standards in Levels 3 and 4 in History by
being able to:
•• Describe the significance of some Australian celebrations, symbols and emblems
By the end of these lessons students will meet the achievement standards in Levels 3 and 4 in Civics and
Citizenship by being able to:
•• Recognise and describe some of our democratic values
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ACTIVITIES
Lesson plan for teachers
1. REVIEW SYMBOLS
Use coloured whiteboard markers (or coloured poster
paper) to write the words: Red, Green, Yellow up on
the board. Give students some thinking time to come
up with words or ideas that they associate with each
colour. Do a group brainstorm on the board around
the words (there are no right or wrong responses –
just students’ ideas).

Green: nature, growth, harmony, freshness, safety,
green traffic lights, go, jealousy, grass, trees, apples,
frogs, emeralds, vegetables, salad, Christmas trees,
shamrocks.

For example:

Yellow: sunshine, happiness, joy, energy, warmth,
taxis, banana, sun, daffodils, egg yolks, cheese, gold,
excitement, yellow card, corn, stars, lemons, raincoats,
school bus (America).

Red: passion, love, romance, danger, blood, fire
engine, ambulance, royalty, war, desire, stoplights,
fire equipment, warnings, fast cars, rage, anger,
embarrassment, red traffic lights.

Have a class discussion about the world ‘Symbol’… in
this case, colour might symbolise something beyond
the colour itself. We have meaning or associations with
particular colours because they symbolise other ideas.

2. WARMUP: WHAT DO I CARE ABOUT?
Give each student the ‘Values: What Do I Care About
Most’ Worksheet and clarify the instructions on how
to fill out the sheet. Students number each ‘thing’ from
‘most important (1) to least important (10) in order
of preference.
Stress that there are no right or wrong responses and
that everyone’s sheet can look different.

Ask students to pair up and share their responses.
Have a class discussion about why there are
differences and similarities.
Focus on the fact that it’s okay for everyone to value
different things.

3. CLASS DISCUSSION: WHY DO WE USE SYMBOLS?
Ask the class to think about why each person might
have different opinions about what is important in life.
Where have these opinions come from?
•• Friends?
•• Family?
•• School?

Move students towards an understanding of the term
‘values’. Values can be thought of as the things that we
hold dear, or see as important in our lives. Everyone
has different values.
Values help us have standards of behaviour, ethics and
principles by which we can live. They can help us know
ourselves better and can help with decision-making.
What are your school’s values? Why are these
important?

4. VALUES & SYMBOLS: DRAWING ACTIVITY
Ask students to list their top three values in their
books by summarising them in one word each (e.g.
Three things I value are: wealth, honesty, tolerance).
Give students the ‘Public Sector Values: Victoria’
Worksheet 1. Explain that anyone who works in
delivering public services (e.g. education, health) in
Victoria has to abide by seven values. Ask students to
guess what values might be represented by each of
the diagrams.
After the students have tried to guess what the
symbols mean, hand out “Public Sector Values:
Victoria” Worksheet 2 which outlines the values the
symbols represent. Ask them to match up each symbol
with each value. Discuss each value in more detail.

Answers: Responsiveness, Integrity, Impartiality,
Accountability, Respect, Leadership, Human Rights
Ask students to think of and draw one picture that
symbolises each of their three chosen values. For
example:
•• Courage: a lion
•• Family: a heart
•• Travel: a passport
Students should be encouraged to think creatively
and draw their own images that symbolise their
chosen values.

5. SYMBOLS OF PARLIAMENT: WHAT ARE THE VALUES?
Give students the ‘Symbolism and Values of the
Legislative Council at Parliament House’ Worksheet.

•• The lion symbolised the King (and now the Queen)
of England – courage, strength, bravery.

Answers:

•• The unicorn symbolised Scotland: the unicorn was
seen as a dangerous animal, but here it is chained
– representing the fact that they have been tamed
by the crown – strength, wonder, magic.

•• The open scallop shells represent an open
government – the values of an open government
would be freedom, transparency, cooperation.
•• The lion, unicorn and crown are all taken from the
Royal coat of arms.

•• The crown was the one worn my Elizabeth II
during her coronation (St Edward’s Crown), which
represents royalty and our links to the monarchy –
tradition, loyalty, stability.

6. DRAW YOUR OWN CHAIR: VALUES & SYMBOLS
Students can complete the TASK at the bottom of the
‘Symbolism and Values of the Legislative Council at
Parliament House’ Worksheet.

You may need to explain that the Victorian
Government is responsible for public schools, health,
policing, roads and traffic, public housing and
business regulation.

7. EXTENSION: LETTER – MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT AND VALUES
Students are to select a current member of parliament.
They can use the ‘Ministers and Members Search’
Database on the Parliament of Victoria website:
www.parliament.vic.gov.au/members
Students can find their local member by using “find
your electorate’ on the homepage.

Students can write a letter to their chosen Member
of Parliament outlining their personal values and
why they are important. Students can ask their
MP to explain the values and principles of their
political party.
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WORKSHEET
Symbolism and values in the Legislative
Council at Parliament House
This is the canopy above the
President’s chair in the Legislative
Council.
Notice the three open shells that sit
directly above the chair.
What values do you think these
might symbolise?
Notice the lion, crown and unicorn on
the top of the canopy.
What values do you think these
might symbolise?
Task: Design and draw your own
ceremonial chair and canopy.
Decorate it with symbols that
represent values that you think are
important for a government to have.
Label the symbols you have used
and explain why your chosen values
are important.
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WORKSHEET
Public Sector Victoria: values (Worksheet 1)
Here are the images used to symbolise the seven core values that guide all
public sector employees, such as teachers, nurse and police.

Task: What do you think each of them might mean? Which ones do you think
are the most important?
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WORKSHEET
Public Sector Victoria: values (Worksheet 2)
Task: These are the seven core values, and their meanings, represented by the
symbols. Match them up now.
VALUE

DEFINITION / MEANING

Responsiveness

responding, moving quickly when needed

Integrity

honesty, moral, truthful

Impartiality

unbiased, just, unbiased, neutral, even-handed

Accountability

Men and women have equal rights. Jobs and professions are open equally
to men and women. Women and men can serve in the military and hold
positions in government.

Respect

A government where elected representatives (Members of Parliament)
speak and make decisions on behalf of the people they represent when
proposing, debating and passing laws (legislation).

Leadership

The ideas or beliefs that make a society fair, including: democratic decisionmaking, freedom of speech, equality before the law, social justice, equality,
social justice.

Human rights

Everyone has equal opportunity and a ‘fair go’. There is mutual respect,
tolerance and fair play. There is justice in the distribution of wealth,
opportunities and privileges (i.e. it is fair).

When you tried to work out the meaning of symbols on your own, how many
did you get right? Which ones do you think are the most important?
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WORKSHEET
What do I care about most?
Task: What are the most important things in your life? Rate the items below
according to what you care about most. Put a 1 next to the thing you care
about most, and a 10 next to the thing you care about least, then fill in all the
numbers in between.

THINGS I CARE ABOUT...
1. Healthy eating and exercise: healthy living
2. Earning lots of money and living in a big house
3. Being creative
4. Being an honest person and always telling the truth
5. Being brave and courageous
6. Being kind, accepting and tolerant towards other people
7. Having a close and loving family
8. Traveling to countries overseas and seeing the world
9. Believing in God and following a religion
10. Recycling and looking after the environment

RATING (1 - 10)

