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Introduction:
Healthy Futures is an organisation of health professionals, students and community members advocating to
reduce pollution and its health impacts, while ensuring that communities are sufficiently supported through
industrial transitions to protect their health and welfare.
We are currently collecting signatures for a petition to the Victorian Government requesting funding for the
Latrobe Valley Authority to deliver a full energy transition plan that will safeguard the economic security
and health of the community. The petition is viewable at www.healthyfutures.net.au/latrobe . At the time of
writing, already ten community organisations and forty individuals have signed it. The industrial future of
the Latrobe Valley is deeply important to local community members as it impacts every part of their lives.
Recommendation:
that the Victorian Government commit to funding the Latrobe Valley Authority to work in partnership with
the community and industry to deliver a full transition plan from coal to other industries.
Background:
The loss of jobs from the closure of the Hazelwood Power Station has had a large impact on the Latrobe
Valley economy. This in turn has impacted the broader Gippsland economy due to the decreased spending of
power station workers’ wages. We can expect to see a similar impact from the coming closure of Yallourn
Power Station. Efforts to transition the Hazelwood power station workforce to alternative employment or
appropriate redundancy packages have been largely successful but benefits to the rest of the economy have
been relatively small. Industrial transition must be broadened and comprehensively planned for the entire
Latrobe Valley to flourish.
The Latrobe Valley was designated a Health Innovation Zone in 2016 to address widespread physical and
mental health problems [1]. Many of these are deep rooted and related to intergenerational poverty, which
can limit access to health care, limit access to healthy foods, and increase risks of drug and alcohol use and
family violence. The Valley has endured poverty since the privatisation of the State Electricity Commission
in the 1990’s and unplanned closure of power stations risks exacerbating this. Instead of focusing only on
transitioning the power station employees and maintaining the economic status quo, we need a full industrial
transition plan for the Valley that revitalises the local economy and improves community health.
The Latrobe Valley Authority has done good work scoping and initiating projects to promote economic
diversification in the Valley but so far it has been given neither a mandate nor a budget to plan a full
transition from coal that ensures prosperity for workers, their families and the community. While Germany
has pledged billions of Euros over several years to support their coal mining communities to transition [2],
the Latrobe Valley has been left in limbo. Delay in planning energy transition causes much uncertainty,
posing risks to mental, social and potentially physical health.
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around energy transition for several reasons.
Firstly,

There is a high level of anxiety in the community
the
shock of Hazelwood Power Station’s sudden closure announcement has left people in fear that this could
happen again. Secondly, because the Latrobe Valley Authority’s economic diversification work has received
insufficient publicity, many people in the Valley do not yet understand that there are a plethora of industries
beyond coal available now and in the future. Lastly there is further anxiety that the remaining power stations
will not operate for as long as their owners claim. We have spoken with power station workers who are
scared for the welfare of their families because they are concerned that the power stations will not remain
open as long as their owners claim, and yet have received no honest communication.
Beyond allaying community concerns, announcing realistic closure dates allows for necessary economic
planning. This gives community members opportunities to be involved in planning for their own future and
builds their confidence in and hope for a better future. There is a very large capacity for renewable energy
jobs that can utilise the energy generation expertise of people currently working in the coal industry. Having
realistic closure dates for all remaining coal power stations will enable suitable planning to make sure that
renewable energy and other projects are able to dovetail into the broader industrial transition plan.
Summary:
To improve health in the Valley, the Valley can and should be supported to return to the level of prosperity it
enjoyed before the privatisation of the State Electricity Commission. This will require much more funding,
committed for many years, for the Latrobe Valley Authority to work in partnership with the community and
industry to deliver a full transition plan from coal to other industries. We recommend that the Victorian
Government commit to this outcome immediately.
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