The Committee Manager
Standing Committee on Environment and Planning
Parliament House, Spring Street
East Melbourne
VIC 3002
By email: ecosystems@parliament.vic.gov.au
6th May 2021
Dear members of the Standing Committee on Environment and Planning,
Re: Inquiry into Ecosystem Decline in Victoria: Further questions on notice
•

What financial or in-kind support, direct or indirect, if any, did you receive from the
Wilderness Society in your recent Court action against VicForests?

To facilitate our Court action against VicForests it has been necessary for us, a not-for-profit
community-based group, to raise several hundred-thousand dollars. This has been done mainly
through social media campaigns and the successful results are testament to wide-based and
generous community support for our case.
We do not intend to breach the confidentiality of donors by responding further to this question. If
this is a proper question within the Terms of Reference, we suggest it be directed to The Wilderness
Society so that they can confirm, if they so choose, whether or not they contributed to or supported
our case.
We note that VicForests’ costs to date have been in excess of $5.5 million. This is many times more
than our costs.
•

What support do you provide to anti-timber protesters including encouraging these
activities via social media?

As explained in our earlier response to Ms Bath’s question on notice (email dated 19 March 2021), a
retweet does not imply endorsement. It is simply sharing of an item that followers may find of
interest. Friends of Leadbeater’s Possum does not provide support to anti-timber protesters.
•

What is your justification for entering hazardous workplaces and putting the safety of
protesters and timber workers at risk?

We do not enter hazardous workplaces.
As the committee is aware, Friends of Leadbeater’s Possum Inc. has chosen to act on alleged
unlawful logging through the Federal Court. As previously explained (Transcript 10 March 2021,
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