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Inquiry into Homelessness in Victoria
Ms Jillian Fryer
Organisation Name:
Your position or role:

SURVEY QUESTIONS
Drag the statements below to reorder them. In order of priority, please rank the themes you believe
are most important for this inquiry into homelessness to consider::
Public housing,Mental health,Services,Employment,Housing affordability,Family violence,Indigenous
people,Rough sleeping
What best describes your interest in our Inquiry? (select all that apply) :
An advocacy body ,Concerned citizen ,Currently or have had a lived experience of homelessness,Other
(please describe)
I owe the housing security that I have to a ministry of housing initiative. My late partner and I had some
ability and determination to take advantage of it. With greater support and backup more people could be
helped through public housing programs with rent or ownership schemes. There's a need for practical advice
and normal social work assistance. .
Are there any additional themes we should consider?
Empowering people with practical and social skills to manage the upkeep of their own housing, as
individuals, families and within communities.
YOUR SUBMISSION
Submission:
In Nth Melbourne for at least 18 months some 300 two and three bedroom apartments over 30 two and three
story blocks have been vacant. Partly trashed but, MAYBE, recoverable in an emergency. Concern with lack
of public information or consultation. One week the site is closed while someone does something about
asbestos, which hadn't been mentioned before, next its normal. Apparently.
Do you have any additional comments or suggestions?:
Are there other abandoned housing ministry estates around? Has the idea of selling public land to developers
run up against problematic constituents in the old building materials that would be released during
demolition and site clearing? Should it have been left alone? It is tempting to become cynical and suspicious
when there is a lack of information and it is not available when inquiries are made.
FILE ATTACHMENTS
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Signature:
Jillian Fryer
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From:
Sent: Sunday, 8 December 2019 5:24 PM
To: homelessnessinquiry <homelessnessinquiry@parliament.vic.gov.au>
Subject: FW: Happy Valley. Abbotsford St., Estate North Melbourne.

Joe Toscano has given me a copy of your letter and the address here. I want to draw your
attention to the demolition process of the housing estate bounded by Abbotsford St, Haines
St., Molesworth St and Harker St. north Melbourne. This has been planned and proceeding
for a few years now. Local residents who were never residents have also objected,
complained and agitated about this throughout and have met no response whatsoever from
the government.
It is or was a large estate. It consists of at least thirty walk up three story apartments. They
are/ were of various sizes. One, two , three bedrooms providing accommodation for at least
300 households. You can easily imagine how many people, now homeless could be
provided for.Complete demolition is eventually planned to be replaced by a small number of
public housing units and many private.
This is a disgrace. The public housing, as originally build and designed is of better quality
than the many surrounding blocks of private apartments. All of these buildings had proper
hip roofs over the third story, providing for ventilation and air circulation, unlike all the
private estates which have flat roofs over the top floors which must be intolerable under
summer sun in spite of the many landscape trees planted around about. The cost of air
conditioning would be frightful. It is still possible to see where the exiled former inhabitants
made their gardens.
Now that demolition is taking place you can see whats happening. They are doing it cheap
and easy. And making it look as if it is the work of vandals but it has been fenced off for a
long time. you can see where the demolition workers have gone in and poked a pole or
broomstick through the ceilings of these flats on the third floor and then out through the
formerly good quality tiling of the roof. Seems to be a new hole poked through just before
bad weather is expected so the rain and weather can help do the job cheap and make it look
like this is fault of former tenants and vandals.
For years this area has been derided in the press as a place where drunks and drug dealers
consort. With a licensed grocer conveniently on the corner anyone coming or going from
that can be pointed out as typical of the local estate. Not presumably of the many private
estates of inferior quality building surrounding it. No more of this is true than of anywhere
else. But this is a prize bit of public land in a high value locality. It is in the catchment area
of University High School to add to its value. Imagine, if you will, how many young people
have lost a chance to attend one of the good high schools in the state. Would you like to
know where they are now? What they are doing? What happened to their education?
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I am in this area regularly and I'll take you on a tour around any time you like. I have just
sent photos from my mobile.
Yours sincerely,
Jillian Fryer, Yarraville.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thursday, 20 February 2020 3:14 PM
homelessnessinquiry
What' s going on ?

Follow Up Flag:
Flag Status:

Follow up
Flagged

Categories:

Submission

From:
Sent: Friday, 14 February 2020 3:56 PM
To:
Subject: What ever is going on here.

Here's latest confusing update on Abbotsford St Estate.
On Monday last week I had a look around in one of the newer brick blocks of flats. The fence was open in
one place and the entry in another and the door to the block was open. Not a lot of damage, 3 bedroom
flats with pleasant views out to tree lined streets or over the playground, garden and recreation areas with
many large established trees.
I'll send a few photos via the phone when I'm done here.
On Tuesday I went back and a truck and bulldozers were moving the large piles of broken bricks and
timber from the block of flats which was partly demolished, then abandoned at least a year
ago. Someone who lived there 30 years ago said the residents had been moved out and rehoused around
Kensington, Flemington, Nth Melbourne about a year ago. I'd thought it was closer to 3 years but I could
be wrong.
There was an operator in blue Hazmat suit and face covering that looked like a gas mask fro WW1. Black
and yellow ribbons had been put around the area with DANGER KEEP OUT ASBESTOS here messages. I'll
send a few more photos shortly.
I'm a bit disappointed in the lack of public information disseminated, let alone lack of any public
consultation years ago.
Firstly if contamination with loose asbestos was part of the reason for emptying the flats in the first place
why isn't this information that everyone knows?
From when the flats were emptied graffiti enthusiasts have been climbing around the place spraying their
stuff and presumably being exposed to the asbestos if it was there then. If there has been loose asbestos
there for the last 1‐3 years I'd think residents around Abbotsford St, Molesworth St, Harkers St in the
streets full of classic Victorian 1 and 2 story terraces and many blocks of private flats would want to know.
If the asbestos has only just been uncovered, and it turns out to be a significant quantity, it gets rid of any
notions of rehabilitating the estate either with people on the public housing waiting lists, currently
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homeless people or people in any other emergency situation. Just how will it effect time
and cost for
developing the site for private and some social/affordable housing?

And about the large piles of broken timber that have been there since the estate was emptied, and the
wrecking was started, then stopped. Now maybe started again. Big stacks of broken timber like invitations
to light a bonfire. Its says a lot for the sense of responsibility of the much maligned graffiti bandits that
this appears never to have happened!
Regards,
Jillian Fryer.

2 of 2
5 of 11

LC LSIC Inquiry into Homelessness
submission 261

6 of 11

LC LSIC Inquiry into Homelessness
submission 261

7 of 11

LC LSIC Inquiry into Homelessness
submission 261

8 of 11

LC LSIC Inquiry into Homelessness
submission 261

9 of 11

LC LSIC Inquiry into Homelessness
submission 261

10 of 11

LC LSIC Inquiry into Homelessness
submission 261

11 of 11

