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12 August 2008

The Hon John Pandazopoulos MP
Environment & Natural Resources Committee
Parliament House
Spring Street
EASTMELBOURNE VIC 3002
Dear Minister

INQUIRY INTO MELBOURNE'S FUTURE WATER SUPPLY
I thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission into the Parliament of Victoria's
Environment and Natural Resources Committee's Inquiry into Melbourne's Future
Water Supply.
The Wellington Shire is the third largest Shire in Victoria, located in the South Eastern
portion of the State. Wellington has a diverse range of resource-based industries
operating within or adjacent to the municipality. These industries range from oil and gas
production, coal resources and the power industry, timber harvesting and processing
industries, dry land agriculture (including beef, fat lambs and cropping), irrigated
agriculture both flood and spray (including dairy, horticulture and cropping), a growing
tourism sector and a strong service sector for all these industries.
Our economy is primarily resource based. Water, through surface flows and
groundwater, drives our economy. From the Great Dividing Range down through the
Red Gum Plains, back over the Strzelecki Ranges to the Coastal Plain and the
Gippsland Lakes, our productivity depends on water flowing from higher catchments
including the Latrobe, Thomson, Macalister and Avon rivers which all flow through our
Shire and discharge into the first of the Gippsland Lakes, Lake Wellington. Much of
Wellington Shire lies within a rain shadow.
Notwithstanding Wellington's high dependency upon water sources, water from
Wellington Shire also provides a major proportion of the existing Melbourne water
supply through the Thomson and Latrobe catchments. Accordingly, supplementing this
water supply from Wellington, as proposed within the terms of reference to this inquiry,
to Melbourne will enable significant opportunities to be achieved within the Wellington
Shire while assisting the Melbourne region in its future population projections and
associated water supply challenges.
Wellington has a natural abundance of water resource, with climate change predictions
indicating that Wellington, even in a climate change scenario of less rainfall, will still
retain higher levels of water availability over other regions of the State. This will enable
Wellington to accommodate additional population and business growth reliant on water
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availability and security. The encouragement of jobs and population growth to areas to
the west of Melbourne including Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo, which are targeted to
experience significant reductions in rainfall through climate change, must be
challenged on the basis that these regional areas are becoming more reliant on water
from Gippsland as outlined within the Central Region Sustainable Water Strategy.
More appropriately, the encouragement of additional population and jobs growth within
Gippsland will ease population growth pressures and water demand for Melbourne and
western areas. To bring about population growth and job attraction to Gippsland the
government must investigate employment incentive initiatives and a Gippsland growth
strategy to encourage growth to areas within the State that are more appropriately
suited and adaptable to growth under climate change scenarios.
As indicated above the proposals to move water from Gippsland to western areas of
the State to support agricultural activity, with these areas subject to less rainfall under
climate change scenario, must be reconsidered. This will require a rethinking of this
proposal to ensure that additional water infrastructure will address the future food
needs of the State. Climate change clearly indicates that Gippsland will experience
pressure to assume a higher level of responsibility in the provision of food for both state
and national demands. Gippsland must assume a 'food bowl' responsibility in all future
government thinking in relation to both water and food.
Gippsland can meet the challenges identified above in offering the following liveability
factors supporting population growth and associated development:
less crime and greater sense of safety
accessible rail and road transport to Melbourne
direct access to energy
more space for people and their lifestyles and development potential
more affordable housing
less need to travel to Melbourne as large regional centres and towns have high
amenity
access to significant natural environments including the Gippsland Lakes, High
Plains, national parks, the Ninety Mile beach, rivers etc.
country lifestyle with the associated sense of community, pride and belonging
more favourable weather conditions compared to Melbourne
less congested road networks and more accessible vehicle parking
The Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission recently completed an Inquiry
into Enhancing Victoria's Liveability (Draft Report May 2008) with the following findings:
1.

Many parts of provincial Victoria are very liveable and can be considered the
'liveable alternative' to Melbourne; and that

2.

The liveability of provincial areas has encouraged people and businesses to
locate in these areas. This has implications for the timely provision of
infrastructure and services to meet the needs of individuals and businesses and
the likely movement of some employment to provincial Victoria.

Wellington has much to offer Victoria in the provision of future population growth,
business development, future major 'food bowl' function for the State and a significant
source of water supply for the Melbourne region. To enable these roles to be fulfilled
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incentives need to be provided by the State to encourage such economic development
and additional services including health and education are required to support the
recommendations of the Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission Inquiry
report.
I trust these comments are of assistance in your lnquiry and ask that you contact Mr
Steven Dickson, Director Community and Development on telephone 5142 3425 if
further information is required to support this submission.
Yours faithfully

LYNDON WEBB
Chief Executive Officer
Our Ref: DW 981482

