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Re Inquiry into Tackling Climate in Victorian Communities.

Thank you for the invitation to comment on how this organisation, the Mordialloc Beaumaris Conservation
League Inc (MBCL), is tackling climate change. MBCL was formed in 1969 in opposition to a proposal to
build a marina on the site of the historic and scientifically valuable red bluff cliffs at Beaumaris where 6000
year old fossils are still being found in the rocks at low tide.
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Our members are committed to alerting the community about the impact that climate change will have on
the foreshore from Mentone to Frankston with storm surges on this, the most vulnerable side of Port Phillip
Bay. Despite early warnings issued by authorities such as Port of Melbourne Authority and Environment
Protection Authority in 1992, residential development along the foreshore is still being approved by local
council. 1.
The Victorian Coastal Vulnerability Study, 1996, 2. warns that there is only a narrow buffer zone sep-arating
buildings and roads from the beach at Aspendale. The beaches from Mentone to Parkdale are being
artificially renourished . An area of high impact exists in front of the Parkdale Yacht Club building which is
being protected with sand trucked from Mordialloc beach - and quickly washed away again in the next
storm. The beaches of Aspendale, Edithvale, Chelsea, Carrum, Bonbeach and Frankston are susceptible to
wave damage and flooding.
While lifesaving clubs, yacht clubs, bathing boxes and any other structures situated on the beach are in
danger of wave attack, climate change will also continue to cause backwater effects upstream of Mordialloc
Creek, Kananook Creek and Patterson River. Flooding occurs after heavy rain in the catchment, periods of
high outflow from drains and creek combined with high wind, and a King tide in the Bay. There were severe
floods in and around Mordialloc Creek, Aspendale, Edithvale and Carrum in 1934, 1952, 1994 and 2010.
"Any policy response must take into account these factors with the most obvious and pressing being to
minimise exposure. to hazards through such mea.sures as design standards and Zoning. (Bruce 1994) Even
if climate change does lead to greater risk in some situations, unwise development is likely to remain the
greater cause of disasters." 3. However increasing population and economic development is likely to
increase flooding events that will cause significant damage or injury to people and /or property.
H is these factors that MBCL continually str.esses as developers continue to receive council approval for
buildings on the vulnerable foreshore and LSIO areas in and around Mordialloc Creek and environs.

The other climate change issue causing concern is the loss of trees throughout the suburb despite council's
policy of greening Kingston and developing an urban forest. Local homes and gardens are demolished and
replaced with three to four storey developments thereby increasing the amount of impermeable surfaces
which''adds to the problems of stormwater run-off and local flooding. Also there is the loss of play space for
children. But most seriously the heat island effect increases caused by heat absorbing materials such as
dark coloured pavements and roads. Lack of space to plant trees is now common in what was once a family
friendly suburb with trees, back yards and gardens.
"Council mapping qf the heat temperatures in sor:ne areas has shown that where trees and gardens are
disappearing and being replaced with concrete are now glowing red with heat. " Hayes. 4 A survey of the
nation's capitals estimated that Melbourne had the highest number of heat related deaths last summerabout 200 a year mainly in the new treeless suburbs. (Dr Greg IV!oore "The value of trees")
MBCL supported residents seeking to have retained as open space, 19 Tarella Road on the Edithvale/
Chelsea border-an area short of open space. This double block of land had never been developed and
contained a variety of mature, indigenous trees which would provide green open space lacking in this area.
Residents appealed to local council to buy this land as part of greening Kingston and/or urban forest policy.
An appeal was also made to the local State Government member to find funds as part of the government's
scheme to provide small parks where deemed necessary. It seems unlikely that this will happen.
MBCL also strongly supports the protection and retention of our section of the South East Green Wedge
ideally for agriculture close to the city markets. Green wedges were the vision of the late Minister for Local
Government, Rupert Hamer, in the 1960's when he directed the Melbourne Metropolitan Board of
Works.(MMBW) stating that "future planning should take full account of the metropolitan environment"
(Planning News, vol 45, No 4, May 2019) 5. It will be important to have accessible green open space where
the population can seek relief as the temperature increases due to climate change.
Yours sincerely,
Mary Rimington, Secretary.
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