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The Committee Manager
Legislative Assembly, Environment and Planning Committee
Parliament House, Spring Street
EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002

Cit y of

KINGSTON

By Email: ClimateChangelnquiry@parliament.vic.qov.au

To whom it may concern
Re : City of Kingston Inquiry into Tackling Climate Change in Victorian Communities
City of Kingston welcomes the Inquiry into Tackling Climate Change in Victorian Communities and has encouraged
residents and community groups to also make a submission.
Kingston's commitment to addressing climate change is defined in the 2017-21 Council Plan w ith the objective to
leave a positive legacy for future generations. We acknowledge that climate change is not j ust an environmental
problem. The effects of climate change present substantial risks to our hea lth and wellbeing, economy and our
current way of life.
City of Kingston recognises that climate change does not recognise municipal boundaries and as such we work
regionally on a number of fronts to tackle climate change. We are active members of the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning's Dandenong Catchment Integrated Water Management Forum; the
Association of Bayside Municipalities; Dandenong Living Links; Resili ent Melbourne; South East M elbourne Group;
and the Corporative Research Centre for Water Sensitive Cities.
City of Kingston is a proud member of the South East Councils Climate Change Alliance (SECCCA} and we support
their submission. We are a group of Councils working in the South East of Melbourne to take practical action to
assist our communities to thrive, live a zero emissions lifestyle and become resilient to the changing climate.
As well as regional action, City of Kingston takes action locally. This is outlined in our 2018-2025 Cl im ate Change
Strategy . The adopted Strategy outlines a range of commitments und erpinning Council's approach to tackling
Climate Change including:
•
•
•

To reduce corporate emissions by a minimum of 30 per cent by 2020
Aim to achieve corporate zero net emissions by 2050
Support our community to reduce emissions by 20 per cent by 2025

Council has already made significant progress in implementing a range of actions targeted at achieving
commitments contained within the Climate Change Strategy. These include:

*

Transitioning all our streetlighting to LED (with anticipat ed 4,800 C02-e annual savings}

*

Commencing the installation of solar on Council buildings (anticipated to save 2,500C02-e annually once
co mpleted )
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*

Committing to purchase 100% of our power from renewable sources through the Procurement Australia
Power Purchase Agreement

*

Adopting an ESD Policy for Council buildings

*

Introducing a new Environmentally Sustainable Development (ESD) local planning policy (Amendment
GC110)

*

Investigating the viability of large scale solar renewable energy on a number of sites within the Kingston
Green Wedge.

*

Implementing Environmental Upgrade Finance for businesses to improve their energy, water or waste
efficiency

*

Providing information to residents about the range of Victorian Government programs including solar panel
rebates and residential scorecard assessments

*

Supporting community groups to reduce their emissions and environmental impact through our community
grants program.

The City of Kingston is currently preparing an Urban Cooling Strategy and will shortly begin work on updating our
Integrated Water Management Plan and an Adaptation Plan.
The City of Kingston welcomes the ongoing support from the Victorian Government and encourages their
continued leadership in this space.

Jonathan Guttmann

