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06 August 2019

Mr Darren Cheeseman MP
Committee Manager
Legislative Assembly Environment and Planning Committee
Parliament House
Spring Street
EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002

Dear Mr Cheeseman MP,

Inquiry into Tackling Climate Change in Victorian Communities
I am writing to make a submission to the Victorian Legislative Assemble Environment and
Planning Committee's Inquiry into Tackling Climate Change in Victorian Communities.
Golden Plains Shire Council recognises the threat climate change poses to ou r environm ent
and communities. Climate modelling predicts warmer, drier conditions across the
municipality. These conditions are going to put increased pressure on our natural and built
environments and our commun ities.
As a rural council with a range of environments, land uses and communities spread out over
a large area, Golden Plains Shire is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change.
Habitat fragmentation, land-use change, pest plants and animals, altered agricultural
systems, altered fire regimes and changed hydrology are challenges we already face that will
be further intensified by climate change. A rapidly growing population in the Geelong region
also raises challenges in areas of water security, supporting climate resilient communities
and encouraging environmentally sustainable agriculture in a hotter, drier climate.
The Golden Plains Shire Council Environment Strategy 2019- 2027 states the Council's
aspiration to be a zero-net carbon organisation by 2040 with a 50% reduction in our carbon
footprint by 2023. Council is developing a Climate Change Action Plan to mitigate impacts
and adapt to a future climate. We are also partnering with agencies, community groups and
education facilities to improve understanding and action on climate change .

...where opportunities grow...

Loc~l

government is t he closest level o f government to commun ities meaning councils have

a crucial role to play in supporting communities and the vulnerable natural environment.
Despite a strong resolve to tackle climate ch ange impact~, councils arc ultimately limited in
their capacity and therefore need the direct support of the St<Jte and federal governments
in this space. Fundin g is requi red to assist Council to work with communities to increase
awareness regarding the impacts of climate chJnec.
Council's submission Is respectfully request ine an increase in funding for ru ral councils like
Golden Plains Shire to >upport climate chanec mitig<~tion and adaptation actions that will
make an impact for the people and

Eric Braslis
Chief El<ecutive Officer

pl<~ccs

that are most at risk.

