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Personally we have installed a solar power system with batteries. This is saving about 8
tonnes of carbon per year (4 tonnes at our house and 4 tonnes for the energy we export). We
have also installed a wood heater. This has saved about 2.8 tonnes of carbon per year. I know
that burning wood has issues but at least it is renewable.
Our gas emissions per year are now 0.9 tonnes for gas for our instantaneous hot water heater
and our gas ducted heating system. Our main source of emissions is our cars with these
emissions being about 5.4 tonnes.
I enquired about using biodiesel in my 2010 Mitsubishi Pajero but was told by the dealer that
it would ruin my engine. As both biodiesel and Ethanol are renewable fuels it would
beneficial if all cars sold in the next few years are duel fuel i.e. Diesel/Biodiesel or
Petrol/Ethanol. This would enable a transition from petrol and diesel to a renewable fuel.
Electric cars may not be suitable for everyone, particularly in rural areas.
Solar farms are very good but they do occupy large areas of productive farms. In my opinion
it would be better if the solar panels are installed on domestic and business buildings. This
would generally not require transmission network upgrades and is compatible with a microgrid system where the power is generated and used locally. I find that my battery works well
but is useless if we have a run of cloudy weather as it doesn’t fully charge and we are then
reliant on the grid. For a micro-grid to be successful one needs some form of local power
plant to be available during bad weather. To be green this would need to be powered by
hydrogen or other types of green fuel.
We need to transition from Natural Gas (NG) usage to either electricity or to convert from
NG to Hydrogen.
The Victorian government could





Mandate that all cars, with internal combustion engines, be duel fuel i.e.
Petrol/Ethanol or Diesel/Bio-Diesel.
Encourage the installation of solar systems with batteries on domestic and business
buildings rather than on farm land.
Assist community energy groups by providing guidance on the installation of local
energy storage using a green fuel.
Develop a plan to transition from NG to electricity or Hydrogen.
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