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Who we are
Eastern Climate Action Melbourne (hereafter referred to as ECAM) is a community group of like‐minded
people passionate about restoring our world to good health where the most dangerous impacts of
climate change have been avoided. Formed in December 2013, we are located in the eastern suburbs of
Melbourne, predominantly in the cities of Whitehorse and Maroondah. We seek to increase community
awareness of what each of us can do in our own homes and businesses and to advocate for strong
government action to reduce carbon emissions.
Our Vision is as safe climate where the most dangerous impacts of global warming have been avoided,
where our planet has been restored to pre‐industrial health and where we and future generations live in
a sustainable way.
The Purposes of ECAM are:
1. To increase public awareness about global warming and the urgency with which solutions need
to be found.
2. To organize and promote forums and events to educate the public about climate change
solutions and the benefits of renewable energy and a zero carbon economy..
3. To develop and share technical knowledge to promote the uptake of renewable energy and
other sustainable solutions to achieve zero carbon emissions in homes and businesses.
4. To encourage people to advocate for a safe climate in their spheres of influence and all levels of
government
5. To seek financial support to enable the organization to achieve its aims and objectives
6. To work with other community groups who have similar goals.
Currently we have 54 registered members, a mailing list of 410 and a very active Facebook page.
Action taken by ECAM to mitigate the severity of climate change, including actions to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions
Operating from a solution‐focused approach since inception in December 2013, ECAM has conducted a
total of 28 community information events. Some of these events have been in conjunction with other
local groups and the Whitehorse Council (with whom we have a good relationship). Attendees range
from 30 to 200+. We focus on actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions while also giving a message
of the severity of the climate change impacts ahead of us.
Events have included:



Can renewables cut power bills ‐ and save the planet?
Solar savers information night






Is it time to buy an electric car? The what, why and when guide
How to cut your energy bills – even more! (BZE Zero Carbon Australia Buildings Plan)
2019 Federal Chisholm Deakin Election Forum
Bus tour To Wonthaggi Desalination Plant and Bald Hills Wind Farm Tarwin Lower

Ways in which the Victorian government can best support communities in their efforts
ECAM appreciates that the Victorian government is acting in many areas to address the climate change
emergency. We applaud that legislation was introduced into state parliament to increase Victoria's
Renewable Energy Target to 50 percent by 2030.
BUT: There is much, much more to do at the State (and federal) level.
Communities are already aware of the dangers we face through government inaction on climate change.
We know that climate change is a current and existential threat to human civilization and that
immediate and drastic action is required. Our experience demonstrates that the community is ready,
willing and able to act in their own lives if they are given the information and tools to apply.
BUT: Our members tell us that immediate and strong leadership is required at the local, State and
Federal government levels to take the legislative action required to meet this climate emergency. Local
communities can do only so much in their own lives: it is governments that set the parameters for
industry and corporations. Given the paucity of action at a federal level, it is doubly important that
Victoria takes a lead.
Communities are and have been doing their bit to tackle climate change in their own communities. It is
now incumbent on governments of all persuasions to stand up and do their bit!
ECAM calls on the Victorian government to:





declare a climate emergency.
commit to providing maximum protection for all people, economies, species, ecosystems, and
civilisations, and to fully restoring a safe climate.
mobilise the required resources and take effective action at the necessary scale and speed.
transform the economy to zero emissions and make a fair contribution to drawing down the
excess carbon dioxide in the air. .

ECAM strongly supports the following examples of some ways to achieve this:






A trajectory to reach net‐zero emissions by 2030 as critical to our state and planet. The Paris
Agreement’s 1.5°C goal is no longer a safe goal.
A safe transition for workers while closing coal powered electricity generation and moving to
renewable energy.
Incentives to rebuild an electric vehicle industry and incentives for the public service, business
and individuals to buy electric vehicles.
Legislating minimum standards for vehicle emissions (especially heavy machinery), including
phasing out of diesel (our standards are a joke compared to European standards).
Giving real teeth to Victoria’s Environment Protection Authority (EPA).








Refusing the proposal for a gas import terminal in Westernport Bay.
Setting higher minimum building standards and also enforcing them (Australia’s commercial and
residential buildings are responsible for 23 per cent of our greenhouse gas emissions.)
Implementing strategies to upgrade the existing Australian building stock for energy efficiency,
by retrofitting buildings and neighbourhoods beyond carbon neutrality, and so produce more
energy than they consume.
Committing to even further legal protections for threatened species, so the minister does step in
and act when needed.
Legislating for better protections for existing forests, reforestation of cleared land, and
investment to develop techniques to reduce emissions from sheep and cattle.

It is when leadership is shown by government in implementing such actions as the above, that local
communities and community action groups are also galvanized into local action. Climate policies at
government level which address the big legislative issues outlined above will involve and excite people
because they will recognize that governments are addressing their concerns and aspirations.
Community groups like ECAM have been leading the way in educating their communities that there are
answers to the climate emergency. It is now governments of all persuasions that need to take on the big
issues if we are to return this planet to a safe climate.
Interstate and overseas best practice models that could be implemented in Victoria.
ECAM is not best equipped to propose such models, however we are very supportive of the following
which would really assist the community:
Actions proposed by Beyond Zero Emissions. BZE is an internationally recognized climate change think
tank, who produce independent and innovative research solutions demonstrating that a zero emissions
Australia is achievable and affordable now. BZE’s reports provide detailed pathways for a ten‐year
transition in each major sector of Australia’s economy.
Their latest contribution is Rethinking Cement which presents five strategies for tackling cement‐related
emissions. Cement production is the world’s single biggest industrial cause of carbon pollution,
responsible for 8% of global emissions. That’s as much as the global car fleet. Rethinking Cement
demonstrates that Australia can have a zero carbon cement industry in 10 years, meeting demand while
leading the world in alternative cements.
We strongly advocate that every government department and the contractors they employ to do
government business take notice of the research, knowledge and expertise that has gone into the BZE
plans and implement their recommendations.
Electric Vehicle Incentives: Victoria to follow this New Zealand proposal. The NZ government is
proposing incentives to accelerate the uptake of clean vehicles with discounts of up to $NZ8,000 for zero
emission new vehicles. At the same time fees of $NZ3,000 on new ICE vehicles that emit in excess of 250
grams of CO2 per kilometre would be imposed. The scheme is due to start in 2021. (Ref
https://7news.com.au/news/environment/nz‐proposes‐discounts‐for‐cleaner‐cars‐c‐206169)

Incentives for EV charging stations: The City of Adelaide has also introduced new rebates for shared
solar and energy storage as part of its updates to its Sustainability Incentives Scheme, starting July 1.
The city council is offering residential, commercial and non‐profits a rebate of $250 for an electric
bicycle charging station, up to $1000 for an EV one way charging station (7 kW to 50 kW) and up to
$5000 for EV two‐way charging stations (7 kW to 50 kW) or electric vehicle charging station. The scheme
will hopefully support the adoption of electric vehicles because car park operators will be incentivised to
put in charging infrastructure. (ref https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/energy‐lead/local‐government‐
energy‐lead/south‐australias‐new‐sustainability‐rebates‐revving‐up‐ev‐adoption/
Summary
ECAM appreciates at the opportunity to make a submission into this enquiry.
We look forward to further immediate and drastic action at the Victorian government level to radically
tackle climate change in this Victorian community.
Our lives and our planet depend on it!
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