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Attachments: 1. NUCA Overview - Rationale, Aim, & Structure (June 2019)
2. NUCA Info Evening PowerPoint presentation (24th June 2019)
3. NUCA and NPCS Community Climate Series flyer
4. PDF of NUCA newsletter (August) – please note this is usually sent digitally,
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https://us3.admin.mailchimp.com/campaigns/show?id=3490645
NUCA is a newly formed community-based, climate action group established following a
Climate for Change conversation - https://www.climateforchange.org.au/. This discussion
inspired the founders to take action. NUCA was created with the dual purpose of:
1. boosting the number of community members who are actively involved in
addressing the climate and ecological emergency
2. building a more united, resilient and empowered community
We are driven by the sense of the enormity of the crisis, and by the lack of direct, rapid action
being taken by society at large on this issue. We have recognised that many people in our
community feel the same way. We also have realised that, even though a multitude of
organisations already exist, there is a need to engage and empower more members of the
community in a different way and give them other opportunities to unite and take action to
create hope.
Our vision is to be a vibrant, diverse, and empowered network of neighbourhood-based action
groups, sharing resources, supporting each other’s campaigns, inspiring great momentum,
connecting socially and creating the change we want to see in the world from a grassroots
level.
Our key observations
There is a genuine sense of the risk and impact of global warming on community member’s
wellbeing. We identify ‘climate grief’ occurring amongst members and sense that the
negative impacts of climate change are already occurring, will continue to be a great risk, and
that some governments and many industries are knowingly continuing practices and policies
that contribute to these negative impacts and risks. This has created a sense of frustration,

desperation, and panic, but has conversely spurred on members to join groups like ours and
seek out ways of being involved in the solutions and community based climate actions.
We believe that the recent outcome of the Australian Federal election with the Coalition
winning on virtually nil tangible commitments on climate change, motivated community
members to take action. There was an awareness that the Liberal / National Coalition scored
4% on how the parties compare on climate action (Australian Conservation Foundation
Climate Election Scorecard https://www.acf.org.au/scorecard_2019).
We have also observed a genuine interest from individuals to connect with other community
members to take action to prevent and address the impacts of climate change. Of the 13
NUCA teams that are currently operating, 8 are comprised of groups of community members
who did not know each other before joining NUCA, demonstrating this eagerness to connect
and to take action.

Our approach and objectives
The challenges of the climate emergency are many and varied. As citizens, we found it difficult
to tackle each issue, so the concept of NUCA was born out of a desire to break a big problem
into smaller, more manageable parts, that is, have small project teams working on one issue
at a time.
We are also keen to have NUCA community members feel a sense of connection and
solidarity, and to share ideas, resources, actions and successes. We do this through: a) a
shared spreadsheet; and b) a monthly newsletter which showcases some of the key actions
of various NUCA teams, and other local events, submissions and petitions related to
ecological issues in our community and beyond. In this way, everyone in the NUCA community
is able to support each other’s campaigns, and amplify the voices and actions of single NUCA
teams.
NUCA’s other aim is to develop more resilient and connected communities in order to both
face the many challenges that lie ahead as a result of the climate breakdown, but also do our
best to mitigate these challenges. Together with Newlands Parents for Climate Action and
with the support of Newlands Neighbourhood House (part of NECCHi) NUCA coordinate a
Community Climate Series consisting of talks, workshops, and events occurring twice per
month at the local neighbourhood house. These sessions are free, open to the wider public,
and provide opportunities to connect over a cuppa and home-baked treats. The topics loosely
alternate between advocacy/information and resilience/wellbeing; we proudly attach the
current flyer to provide you with some examples.
Please refer to attachment 1 and 2 to find out more about our rationale and approach.
Please refer to attachment 3 for information about the Community Climate Series.

Our background
The group formed in June 2019 and has spurred into action very rapidly. The idea was
conceived on the 20th May 2019 (following the Australian Federal election outcome) by
founders Nerida Thompson (program officer for university internships), Maggie Cowling
(translator and artist), Taryn D’Costa (primary school teacher) - all mothers, friends and
neighbours.
We presented the NUCA concept at an information evening held at our local Merlynston
Progress Hall on June 24th 2019. Seventy-eight signed up to come, with over 60 actually in
attendance. To date, we have 163 people on our database receiving our monthly newsletter,
almost half of which are actively involved in an action team that meet once per month.
NUCA considers itself a network of community members, working on various climate related
issues. We also connect and collaborate with other community groups and organisations such
as Stop Adani Moreland, Australian Conservation Foundation, Newlands Parents for Climate
Action, Newlands Friends of the Forest, Kinglake Friends of the Forest, Newlands Parents for
Climate Action, Australian Parents for Climate Action, Climate Action Moreland, Transition
Darebin, Darebin Climate Action Now, and Extinction Rebellion. We have also connected with
Climate Action Network Australia and Victorian Climate Action Network.
NUCA is currently running purely on volunteers and in-kind support from other
neighbourhood groups and local councils (namely Moreland and Darebin City Councils). All
roles are currently unpaid coordinating the group amounts to the equivalent of a part-time
role (approximately 30-35 hours a week). Our experience with climate change specifically has
been through community involvement and participation, not formal training.

Brief overview of the current NUCA project teams, acting to mitigate the severity of climate
change and to adapt to the current and future impacts of climate change.
Education - Schools
This NUCA team consists of parents and school-aged children building a network to support
students to share ideas and take actions. They are connecting students from different locals
schools, as well as supporting the students who are organising the Global Strike on 20
September 2019.
Sustainable Living Guide
Developing a practical and useable guide that outlines simple and effective ways to make
sustainable and ethical choices in everyday life.
Food Waste Reduction
Engaging the community with information and developing strategies on how to reduce food
waste.
Permaculture/Local food
Creating a social media presence around local food growing projects.

Plastics Reduction
Researching barriers to plastics reduction, and liaising with local businesses, schools and
other organisations to help them reduce consumption of single use plastics in the Moreland,
Darebin and Yarra precincts.
Climate Emergency Declarations
Working with local businesses to declare a climate emergency and create awareness about
the drastic actions needed to deal with the ecological crisis we are in.
Just transition
Contribute to ensuring that the necessary transition from fossils fuels to renewable energy is
effective and inclusive, in particular for those who are directly affected by these industries.
Local transport
Supporting local transport campaigns to improve the Upfield train line and shared path
infrastructure.
Native forest protection
Supporting campaigns to put an end to the logging of native forests in Victoria and engaging
businesses in the local area to use 100% FSC approved products.
Climate Awareness Bike Ride
Helping organise a 1,000 kms cycle from Melbourne to Parliament House, Canberra, to meet
with MPs and demand the government declare a climate emergency.
Campaigns Support
Supporting campaigns such as Stop Adani and the Container Deposit Scheme.
Public Displays
Creating artworks to be displayed at public events to promote our community group.
Waste and Recycling
Giving feedback to local council about their strategy for waste and recycling in the Moreland
area.
Interstate and overseas best practice models that could be implemented in Victoria.
NUCA was inspired by a Climate for Change (https://www.climateforchange.org.au/)
conversation. Facilitating small community groups to come together and discuss climate
related issues both connects individuals, maintains momentum and harnesses collaboration
and support.
Climate for Change operate within both Victoria and Queensland, although volunteers have
facilitated conversations in NSW, SA, TAS, ACT, NT and even Fiji. Similarly, we imagine that
the NUCA model could be replicated in other neighbourhoods and cities.

Ways in which the government can best support communities in their efforts
Recommendations:
● Provide mentoring and community leadership support
● Offer training and resources to help administer community groups
● Provide support and guidance for groups on working effectively in a team and
facilitating programs
● Counselling and support services for individuals and groups feeling the effects of
climate grief
● Grants support to pay for maintenance of database, communication (i.e. website),
secure long-term meeting places, cost of internet, IT devices, stationary, personal
phones and other costs involved in managing the operations of the group
● Free access to community venues to host events, workshops, meetings, etc.
● Provide a forum for NUCA to engage and collaborate with experts and policy makers
in State Government directly, to remove the barriers felt by community members
● Government could also help us to achieve our objectives by notifying us of
opportunities to participate in consultation processes relating to climate action
(beyond the standard notifications from Engage Victoria)
● Providing advice on how to engage with, and pressure, key industrial groups and
businesses.
● Plus, it should go without saying, that government should listen and act more
effectively on the community’s call to:
○ Better protect our native forests from logging
○ Improve our public transport
○ Impose greater restrictions on greenhouse gas emitters for industries and
communities in Victoria
We greatly appreciated the direct invitation to participate in this inquiry and would relish the
opportunity to present our observations and achievements in a hearing setting. We feel our
approach and direct access to community concerns could really benefit the government’s
response to supporting community climate action.

Neighbours United for Climate Action
NUCA
June 2019
Rationale:
As the climate crisis becomes clearer and more urgent to address, more of us are realising that we can’t wait
around for the government to take the necessary action. We must simultaneously be aware that big industries
and businesses are constantly lobbying the government, using their power and monetary wealth, to push for
policies that advantage them. We citizens must wake up to the fact that, if we want democracy to work as it
should and fairly represent us, we need to band together, raise our voices and apply pressure; we must actively
participate in our democracy beyond merely voting once every few years. We need many more people acting
now, so we need more ways of mobilising more people. We need to make people feel empowered and
compelled to act, not helpless or anonymous.
Aim:
There already exists a multitude of environmental organisations, many focussed on climate action. Neighbours
United for Climate Action (NUCA) isn’t merely a new organisation, but also a structure, or network, intending
to effectively bring them all together in a way that is relevant to a local area.
NUCA aims to encourage greater participation and build momentum by:
• Providing an appealing social model that invites people to work in their local area with neighbours and
friends.
• Allowing people to select an issue* (broad or specific) that they feel a strong sense of connection to and
that they believe they can contribute to as part of a small, locally-based group; which, in turn, leads to
more commitment and engagement due to the sense of autonomy and ownership. *This could be
supporting an existing group or organisation’s campaign, or developing a new campaign.

•
•
•

•

Freeing up people to sink their teeth into one issue without feeling like they are sacrificing other issues,
due to the structure of NUCA that is explained below.
Fostering a sense of empowerment and motivation for each individual by being part of a united network
of project teams, all working at the same time, supporting each other’s campaigns, sharing strategies
and resources, and celebrating each smaller team’s successes together.
Raising awareness of all rallies activities, events, training, notices of motion, policy submissions,
achievements, threats, and so on, from various organisations, groups, government etcetera, that are
relevant to residents of our local area by bringing everything together in one newsletter.
Amplifying the impacts of each group or organisation’s actions through the newsletter and a united,
coordinated approach, which facilitates more action, more easily, from each individual.

NUCA’s other aim is to address the need to develop more resilient and connected communities in order to face
the many challenges that lie ahead as a result of the climate breakdown. Creating social cohesion and
developing local skills and knowledge will help us all to help each other get through the tough times. NUCA’s
structure fosters and creates these necessary qualities through a regular series of talks, workshops, and events
at the local neighbourhood house, open to the wider public.

Vision:
A vibrant, diverse, and empowered network of neighbourhood-based action groups, sharing resources,
supporting each other’s’ campaigns, inspiring great momentum, and creating the change we want to see in the
world from a grassroots level.
Key to our structure are connection and communication.
Connection - Friends and neighbours, meeting for a few hours in the afternoon on the first Sunday of
each month, encouraged and empowered by the knowledge that many of their other neighbours are also
meeting and taking action at the same time.
Communication – By sharing resources, strategies and ideas on a fortnightly or monthly basis, people
are able to more effectively and easily effect change by supporting each other, by drawing on each other, and
by coordinating efforts. One person or one group’s letter to an MP can be quickly and easily shared with dozens
of others who will sign and send it, thus greatly multiplying the effect.
Structure:
We will focus on establishing a NUCA group in our local area and then hope to share the model and resources
to support people in other areas, far and wide, to set up their own local NUCA groups. Therefore, our model
needs to be easily replicated. So, firstly, to focus on our local NUCA group:
•

Set up a local NUCA group, spread across one or a few neighbouring suburbs

•

Multiple teams within the local NUCA group, each with their own project.
o Teams are to be made up of people who are connected in one or more ways, such as their shared
interest in the specific issue that the project is centred around, friendship groups, or close
neighbours.
o Teams meet on the first Sunday of each month, in the afternoon, for a “Sunday Session”.
o Each team has a reporter, who summarises the plans and actions of that group and shares them,
along with relevant resources, to the local NUCA group’s designated Runner via a spreadsheet &
other forms of communication.
o Teams ensure that each Sunday Session is enjoyable. They could have a meeting while they walk
or have a picnic, or take in turns minding kids while they work, or share afternoon tea, for
example.

Projects can be across a broad range of issues, on council, state, federal or even global levels.
Projects can be based on the campaigns of established groups, such as ACF, Friends of the Earth,
Greenpeace, Sea Shepherd, Climate Action Moreland, to name just a few, and work in coordination with
those organisations, but still following the neighbourhood-based Sunday Sessions model, or be new projects
and campaigns.
Other ideas for projects include but aren’t limited to:
o Setting up more Transition neighbourhoods as part of the Transition Network
o Reducing food waste (trying to change the laws, like what has been done in France)
o Campaigning for universities, councils, schools, businesses etc to make Climate Emergency
Declarations.

o Creating a Guide to Ethical Living tailored to the local area
o Protecting State forests and sustainable forestry industry
o Public engagement and education around the climate crisis (eg reaching businesses, creative
displays and performances, etc)
o Fostering a love of our local flora and fauna, encouraging more people to connect with nature
o Media – supporting the ABC and having multiple, independent news outlets + getting a regular
climate report in the news, just as there is always a sports report, finance report, and weather
report. The local Leader newspaper is already doing this by having a weekly article written by a
Climate Scientist.
o Election donations, transparency, etc
o Local public transport and cycling paths
o Reducing single-use plastics in the local council area
o Working with the local shopping strip to reduce single-use plastic (eg replacing the plastic bags
at the grocers)
We also welcome people to bring their own ideas to the group. It’s important that people connect with an issue
so that they are motivated and can feel a sense of meaning and satisfaction.
•

The local NUCA group’s Runner
o Keeps track of the information from each team in the shared spreadsheet.
o Coordinates across teams to ensure efficiency (eg looking out for overlaps, commonalities,
sharing ideas, strategies and resources from other teams etc)
o Coordinates with other NUCAs (once established) and groups such as Australian Parents for
Climate Action; and in this way we can:
▪ Share resources to assist each other
▪ Share letters to politicians so we can more quickly and easily send more letters to have a
greater impact
▪ Share ideas, progress, and victories to motivate and inspire each other
o Puts together the newsletters

•

Each local NUCA group has a newsletter that:
o Summarises where each project team is up to
o Contains specific ways, along with any relevant resources, for people from other teams to
support each other’s projects (eg a letter that can be copied and sent to an MP, a craft project
to be done at home, a petition to be signed)
▪ People who can’t come along to a Sunday Session can still participate by accessing the
resources and acting on the suggestions
▪ These resources and suggestions can be shared with the wider public
o Lists upcoming events, such as forums, rallies, conferences and so of other organisations like
Extinction Rebellion and School Strike 4 Climate.
o Lists the NUCA-facilitated workshops and events at the neighbourhood house

The newsletter could be sent out monthly, at first, and fortnightly later on with the second one focusing on
what other NUCAs and organisations are up to.
•

Each NUCA runs events (workshops, discussions, forums and activities) on a regular basis at a
neighbourhood house or similar, which allows for:
o Interaction between the people from different teams
o Skills and knowledge to be developed

o More engagement with, and transparency from, our local members for the State and Federal
Governments, as we ask them to meet with us on a regular basis to share what they are doing
and to allow us to ask questions.
Ideas include:
o Bike maintenance, composting, reducing waste in your own home
o Guest speakers on science, conservation, etc
o Experts to share tips on how to effectively lobby politicians for change
o Philosophical discussions on politics, society, etc
o Parenting in the age of climate change
o Climate grief support and mindfulness
These events would be open to the wider public, thus boosting the level of climate awareness and
relevant skills in the public, as well as continuing to build connected and resilient communities. The
events could be run in conjunction with a neighbouring NUCA, once more NUCAs have been established.
•••

We’d love to hear from you!
neighboursunitedca@gmail.com

WELCOME
TO THE

NEIGHBOURS UNITED FOR
CLIMATE ACTION
INFORMATION EVENING

THE PLAN FOR TONIGHT…

• Explain the NUCA concept and how we are
hoping it will work
• Share ideas
• Get to know each other
• Next steps

Everybody needs good neighbours…

WHO WE
ARE
&
HOW WE
GOT
STARTED

• Nerida
• Maggie
• Taryn

+ thanks to Nina, James, John and Jane!

How we got started…. Climate for Change

Greener urban
spaces
Improved
shared
paths

Coal mining

Public
transport
The media

Aviation
industry

Why aren’t there
more electric
cars on the road?

Fracking
Waste
management

Don’t log
native
forests!

Kelp
farming

Plastics, plastics
everywhere!!
Argh!
The building
industry

A PROBLEM SHARED IS A PROBLEM HALVED
( O R Q U A RT E R E D, O R E I G H T H E D , O R C U T I N T O L I T T L E P I E C E S ! ! )

WHY
NUCA?

• Ensure democracy is working
for us
• Action → Hope
• Build connected, resilient,
united communities
• Empowering
• Fun!

Focus on a single issue (big
or small) you are passionate
about

Support each others’ actions
> amplify impact & celebrate
progress together

Share ideas, resources,
actions

Tap into established
organisations
or start a new project/campaign

THE NUCA
CONCEPT

Small working groups
of friends & neighbours

Have fun and connect to a
supportive community

• Monthly meeting with your team
on the first Sunday afternoon
of the month (Sunday
Sessions!) starting 7th July!
YOUR
COMMI T ME NT

• Work with your team on one
project at a time
• Share your actions with the
other NUCA teams (via
Googledocs spreadsheet)

Be part of a team, but complete some actions in
your own time.

OTHER
WAYS TO
GET
INVOLVED

Newsletter – monthly

Series of workshops, talks, etc at Newlands
Neighbourhood House run in partnership with
Newlands Parents for Climate Action)
1) Advocacy & information
2) Wellbeing & resilience (community &
individual)

• Meet at a team member’s house, a café,
the library, a park, the pub – wherever
you are comfortable!
• Pot of tea, home-baked cake

WHAT
MIGHT A
NUC A
SUNDAY
SESSION
LOOK LIKE?

• Kids or dogs playing in the backyard
• Laptops, books, paints etc. around a table

• Meet up with another group for shared
action
Nothing to do one month?

• Supporting other NUCA teams’ actions
• Go for a bush walk
• Walk, talk & pick up rubbish

• Engage with wider community
• Researching existing organisations
• Conduct surveys and research

POSSIBLE
NUCA
TEAM
ACTIONS

• Meet with MPs, CEOs etc
• Visual & Performing Arts approach!
• Engage with businesses, industries in your area
• Reviewing policy documents and completing a
submission

• Connect with other groups, academics, scientists

• Choose Team Reporter – fills
in Googledocs
spreadsheet after a
Sunday Session

C O M M U N I C AT I O N
W I T H OT H E R N U C A
TEAMS

• Keep tally of how many
letters are sent, petitions
signed, meetings with MPs,
rallies attended etc
• Co-ordinators will collate all
the actions and send out
monthly newsletter

Passion
Interests

• Create your own
group with friends
or neighbours
or

Skills and experience
FORMING TEAMS

Where you and other
team members live

• Connect with
people based on
topic – we’ll help
you do this

Ideally 3 – 6 or 8
people per team

Getting along &
enjoying each others’
company

POSSIBLE PROJECTS
• Transport (local) - Jane
• Just Transition (Climate Action
Moreland – John)
• Zero Emissions 2040 – Moreland City
Council (Michaela)
• Native Forest Protection – Newlands
Friends of the Forest (Cath)
• Transition Network – circular
economy
• Food waste reduction
• Ethical sustainable living guide
• Plastic reduction
• Waste and recycling

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Climate Emergency declarations
Renewables
Refrigerants
Agriculture
Public displays (creative/educational)
Education and engagement
Media integrity and diversity
Fairer elections
Industries like aviation, building
Drawdown
Paradigm shift!

ENGAGE WITH PEOPLE TONIGHT OVER
AN ISSUE – MAKE A MIND MAP

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

• Does it have to be on the first Sunday of the month?
• What if I don’t think it’s working well with my team,
can I change teams?
• What do we do when we’ve done all we can for our
project topic?

?

•Question Time

1. Mingle and say hello to someone
new!

2. Have a look at the different projects
TONIGHT...

3. Mind map - write any ideas,
solutions, organisations, campaigns,
questions for a topic/issue you are
passionate about or interested in
4. Sign up for a project - fill out the
form

We are very excited to see what
things we can achieve as neighbours
(and friends!) united!!

Thank you so much for being here tonight!
We will be in touch soon.

HELP PRESERVE OUR VICTORIAN FORESTS
REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENTS (RFA)
SUBMISSIONS DUE JUNE 30

SATURDAY

COMMUNITY
CLIMATE
ACTION
WORKSHOP
SERIES

Hosted by
Newlands Parents for Climate Action and
Neighbours United for Climate Action (NUCA)
@ Newlands Neighbourhood House
20 Murray Rd, Coburg North / 03 8528 2332

These varied workshop sessions are tied
together by themes of empowering the
community and providing hope through
action in a time of ecological crisis and
climate emergency.
All sessions are on Saturday afternoons
and include time to connect with others.
Children are welcome. Afternoon tea
provided.
Gold coin donation.

August 10th 2-4pm
Native Forests
and Climate Action
August 24th 2-4 pm
Climate Quilt Project

and more...
October 19th 2-4pm
Divestment, presented by Market Forces
October 26th 2-4pm
Composting & Worm farms
November 9th 2-4pm
How to effectively engage with MPs,
presented by Darebin Mayor, Susan Rennie
November 16th 2-4pm
Bike Maintenance

September 14th 2-4 pm
Banner and sign making
for the Climate Strike

The series will take a break over December
and return in 2020 with many more interesting
and helpful sessions, so stay tuned!

September 28th 2-4pm
Food waste presentation
and ideas sharing session

For more information or to RSVP, contact
Neighbours United for Climate Action (NUCA)
neighboursunitedca@gmail.com
Newlands Parents for Climate Action
newlandsparentsforclimate@gmail.com
Or find us on Facebook

www.facebook.com/CommunityClimateAction

SATURDAY COMMUNITY CLIMATE ACTION
WORKSHOP SERIES

@ Newlands Neighbourhood House

August 10th 2-4pm
Native Forests
and Climate Action

August 24th 2-4 pm
Climate Quilt Project

September 14th 2-4 pm
Banner and sign making
for the Climate Strike

September 28th 2-4pm
Food waste presentation
and ideas sharing session

Newlands Friends of the Forest’s Cath Rouse and guests
will enlighten us on the role of Victorian native forests in
Climate Change and community health. They will provide
an overview of our forests' current situation and some
ways we can make a difference. Gold coin donation.

Join the Climate Quilters (Carol/Mary) to contribute to
making a quilt. This quilt can then be taken to protests and
displayed at events as a way of increasing awareness
about the climate emergency, and for our own connectivity
and well-being. You may bring an image that comes to
mind, illustrating the seriousness of the plight of planet
earth. Bring a square of lightweight fabric (must be cotton
or linen), second hand is fine - 30cm x 30cm. (The finished
visible size will be 25.4cm x 25.4cm). Some materials can
be provided. Gold coin donation.

Join local families for some banner and sign painting in
preparation for the Global Climate Strike Rally on 20th
September. Kids and adults can work together or
separately to write and design the message they’d like to
bring. If you are not able to make the rally you can still
make a banner or sign for use on social media and in many
other ways to express your support for urgent action on
climate. This is also an opportunity to make connections
with other families and maybe make plans for travelling to
the rally together. Bring cardboard if you have some, some
basic materials provided. Gold coin donation.

Come along to learn about what a powerful role we all
have in reducing our food waste, plus learn new tips and
share your tips with others, in this highly interactive
session. There will be plenty of time to socialise while we
enjoy afternoon tea provided by the hosts - and you can
take home any leftovers, so there won't be any food
wasted!!! Gold coin donation.

8/23/2019

NUCA August Newsletter

Subscribe

Past Issues

Translate

Neighbours United
for Climate Action

Hello there neighbours and friends!

We've been delighted and inspired here at NUCA headquarters (AKA Taryn's kitchen
table) as we've been hearing from different NUCA teams about their exciting ideas
and community actions. Read on to get a brief snapshot of what some of the
awesome NUCA teams have been working on. There are also some actions in there
that you might be able to help with.

A few other key things coming up...
Are you interested in the situation of our state forests and how they fit in
with climate change and climate solutions? Come along this Saturday 10th
August at 2pm to Newlands Neighbourhood House to learn more about how
to protect our precious forests.
Ready to Ride In to Die In?! Extinction Rebellion are having their first action
in Brunswick/Coburg on Saturday 17th August. Meet at Moreland Station at
https://mailchi.mp/d092aff1b567/nuca-august-newsletter
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and 'die in' at 11.30 at Brunswick Town Hall - everyone is welcome!
Global Strike for Climate coming up on 20 September - 3 days before the
UN Emergency Climate Summit, young people from all over the world will be
heading to the streets demanding stronger climate actions, and they want
our support - let's be there!!
Our next NUCA session is on Sunday 1 September which happens to be Father's Day.
If this disrupts plans for your usual NUCA Sunday Session fun, then please make
sure your team makes alternative plans... or even better, make it 'bring a Dad to
NUCA day!'

Hope you're all enjoying these cold, crisp days...
With love from the NUCA team (Maggie, Nerida and Taryn) xx

PS. Please feel free to pass this email on to your planet loving nearest and dearests...if they're keen to
join the NUCA community, they can fill out a sign up form here: https://nuca.wufoo.com/forms/nucasign-up-form/

Meet some of the NUCA teams...

https://mailchi.mp/d092aff1b567/nuca-august-newsletter
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Plastics Reduction Team
These lovely, smiley people have been busy contacting Yarra, Moreland and Darebin
councils, in an attempt to prioritise their team actions. Working with local businesses
and organisations to reduce single use plastics has been highlighted as a priority, so they
are planning on conducting customer and business surveys in order to identify current
positions, barriers and areas of need. This team has a strong, strategic plan, and we're
pumped to see what they get up to...watch this space!

And, here are a couple of recommended actions from the team...
Consider utilising the following scheme to recycle the containers of beauty/hair
care/skin care products: https://www.terracycle.com/en-AU/brigades/loccitaneau#how-it-works
If you have a kindy or school-aged child, take the initiative to contact the kindy or
school to ask them what they are doing to cut down on waste. Encourage them to
have a 'zero waste lunch day', where families are encouraged to pack a zero-waste
lunch. Some more ideas here: https://www.nudefoodday.com.au/getinvolved/

https://mailchi.mp/d092aff1b567/nuca-august-newsletter
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Local Transport Team
Self confessed Merlynston transport tragics (this is not their official team name, although
it does have a nice ring to it) have connected with other local groups campaigning to
improve services on the Upfield train line #upfieldline.

Join them and the #upfieldcorridorcoalition and #upfieldtransportalliance this coming
Saturday 10th August at 11am to campaign for better service and platform duplication
on the #upfieldline. The Upfield Line community action will be at the park next to
Merlynston Station, Bain Reserve). If we want less cars and less pollution, investment in
better public transport is imperative...let's make some noise!
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Education and Engagement (Schools) Team
This team of dedicated individuals (including primary and secondary school aged
participants) have been busy compiling a set of links and resources from the School
Strike for Climate website to help people engage their school community with the Global
Climate Strike on 20 September.

They are hoping to share resources with as many schools as possible within the Moreland
and Darebin areas - if you could help engage your school by handing out fliers, speaking
with school leadership or putting a message in your school newsletter, please get in
touch! We're keen to ensure we are communicating with as many schools as
possible...and don't forget to put 20 September in your diaries!! Support our young
people and make this MASSIVE!
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Native Forest Protection Team
The forests at Kinglake have taken a big blow these last few weeks as hectares of
regenerating trees have been bulldozed by VicForests. Sadly, the greater gliders that
were sighted there will not have survived. To keep updated, like Kinglake Friends of the
Forest on Facebook.
To help prevent further destruction of the forests, email or call Lily D'Ambrosio
(Environment Minister) - lily.d’ambrosio@parliament.vic.gov.au and Jaclyn Symes
(Agriculture Minister) - Jaclyn.Symes@parliament.vic.gov.au urging them to cancel any
subsequent logging in Kinglake, in solidarity with local Kinglake community and outrage
at the devastation already caused.

These aren't the only NUCA teams working hard on climate action projects - here are
the others...
Climate awareness bike ride
Climate emergency declarations
Ethical and sustainable living guide
Food waste reduction
Local food/permaculture
Just Transition
Public displays
Campaigns - Stop Adani, Container Deposit Scheme
https://mailchi.mp/d092aff1b567/nuca-august-newsletter
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We will endeavour to keep you updated on what these NUCA teams are up to in
future emails!

Community Climate Action
Events & Workshops
Hosted by NUCA and Newlands Parents for Climate Action
at Newlands Neighbourhood House
Saturday 10 August 2-4pm

Native Forests and Climate Action
Newlands Friends of the Forest’s Cath Rouse and guests will enlighten us on the role of
Victorian native forests in Climate Change and community health, and give an overview
of our forests' current situation and some ways we can make a difference.

Saturday August 24th 2-4 pm

Climate Quilt Project
Join the Climate Quilters (Carol or Mary) to contribute to making a quilt which can be
taken to protests and at displayed events as a way of increasing awareness about the
climate emergency, and for our own connectivity and well-being. Bring an image which
comes to mind, illustrating the seriousness of the plight of planet earth and a square of
lightweight fabric, cotton or linen, second hand is fine (synthetics can be harder to
work) - 30mm x 30mm (11inches x 11 inches). Or you can use the materials provided.

Saturday 14 September 2-4 pm

Banner and sign making in preparation for the Climate Strike
Join local families for some banner and sign painting in preparation for the Global
Climate Strike on 20th September. Bring cardboard if you have some, some basic
materials provided.

Saturday 28 September 2-4pm

Food waste presentation and ideas sharing session
https://mailchi.mp/d092aff1b567/nuca-august-newsletter
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plus learn some new tips to reduce your food waste and share your tips with others, in
this highly interactive session.

LETTERS AND SUBMISSIONS YOU COULD WRITE
Moreland City Council would like some feedback about their Zero Carbon Moreland
2040 Strategy. Submissions Due 27 September.
https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/about-us/have-your-say/consultations/zero-carbonmoreland--action-plan-202021--202425-draft/
Friends of the Earth have made it easy for you to email Victorian Water Minister Lisa
Neville asking for her leadership to get the Murray Darling Basin Plan back on track you can use their template, or write a short personalised one
here: https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/back_on_track
Want to decrease toxic air pollution caused in large by coal fired power stations?
Make a submission to the National Environment Protection Council (NEPC). Check
our ACFs guide here:
https://www.acf.org.au/air_pollution?

PETITIONS YOU MAY BE INTERESTED IN SIGNING
Call on the big banks to choose: fossil fuels or you!
https://www.marketforces.org.au/banks-on-notice-2019/#action
Call on the Federal Government to declare a climate emergency
https://greens.org.au/campaigns/climate-emergency
Protect the Great Barrier Reef
https://www.change.org/p/make-the-great-barrier-reef-an-australian-citizen-andprotect-her-right-to-live?
Sign this petition to speak up against expanded fracking in Injune, Central
Queensland
https://www.communityrun.org/petitions/don-t-frack-the-outback-injune-qld
https://mailchi.mp/d092aff1b567/nuca-august-newsletter
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Save the Antarctic and its Adelie penguins!
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Industrial fishing is expanding into Antarctic wilderness. Combined with rising global
temperatures, marine life lis increasingly under threat. In the East Antarctic Adelie
Penguins are already suffering horrific recent die-offs, with only two chicks surviving
in one colony! Sign the AMCS petition to show your support for the East Antarctic
Marine Park. https://www.marineconservation.org.au/actions/save-the-antarctic/
End the Amazon Apolcalypse
https://secure.avaaz.org/campaign/en/amazon_apocalypse_loc_dn/
Save the Amazon
https://act.greenpeace.org/page/44550/petition/1
The Australian Youth Climate Coalition are demanding 100% renewable energy by
2030; an end subsidies for big polluters; no new coal and gas; and stopping the
dangerous Adani coal mine. Add your name to their petition
here: https://www.aycc.org.au/climate_action_now
Were you gobsmacked that Coles brought out a new range of 'little shop' toys during
Plastic-free July? Let them know by signing this
petition: https://www.change.org/p/please-stop-coles-giving-out-plastic-junk?
fbclid=IwAR2oWAu_goZv2OO6BxA5tyiaWIJaLePEY2Q7nxH1t6iFL1lknxSqzJ5NqIw
Ancient forests are under threat by the NSW Government! They are planning to allow
logging in more than 15,000 hectares of protected old-growth and high-conservationvalue public forests. How can they even consider this idea? You can sign a petition
here: https://www.nature.org.au/get-involved/take-action/save-our-old-growth-forests/
Adani has the approvals it needs to start building its disastrous coal mine. And now it
seems they have someone to help build it - International engineering company GHD.
Sign ACF's petition to tell GHD not to work with Adani.
https://www.acf.org.au/adani_ghd
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coming up...

Upfield Train Line

This Saturday 10 August

Community Action Rally

11am

Sick of train cancellations? Sick of

Bain Reserve

overcrowding?

Next to Merlynston Station

Get together with other community
members who feel the same way, and
demand the government duplicate the
Upfield track and improve services.

Transition Darebin Events

Northcote Food Swap
Saturday 10th August 11 - 12noon

Details here:
https://calendar.google.com/calendar

Our apple tree on Herbert St -

/embed?

working bee

src=vq2rut14bmefthjgh3mau2qj3c@gro

Sunday 11th August 10 - 1

up.calendar.google.com&ctz=Australia
/Sydney&gsessionid=OK&pli=1

Reservoir Food Swap
Saturday 17th August 10 -11

Fairfield Food Swap
Saturday 24th August 11am

https://mailchi.mp/d092aff1b567/nuca-august-newsletter
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Saturday 24th August 11am - 12pm

Extinction Rebellion

Saturday 17 August

Ride in and Die In

10am
Meeting at Moreland Station

Peaceful demonstration to demand
emergency climate action.

11.30
Peaceful demonstration at

Everyone is welcome.

Brunswick Town Hall

Litter Clean Up - Coburg

Tuesday 20 August

Friends of the Merri Creek

10am - 12noon

https://www.facebook.com/events/48

Merri Creek, at the Edgars and Merri

6497628844486/

confluence, Coburg

Moreland City Council

Sunday 8 September

Zero Carbon Moreland 2040 event -

Brunswick Town Hall

screening of the film, '2040' by Damon
Gameau.

Find out more and have your say on
Moreland's Zero Carbon Framework
here: https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/
environment-bins/environment/climatechange/community-emissions/
https://mailchi.mp/d092aff1b567/nuca-august-newsletter
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Transition Australia

Sunday 15th September

TA is hosting an annual convergence in

Register here:

Melbourne on Networks for Action.

https://www.trybooking.com/book/ev
ent?eid=532734&

Read about the sessions and what it's
all about here:
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/626306
265c2b83d4659157426/images/7a0fd6
bb-effa-4420-996d-dfdb4d46d3e8.jpg

Global Strike for Climate

Friday 20th September
2pm

There is something very powerful

Treasury Gardens

about young people taking to the
streets to tell the governments of the

More info here:

world they want stronger actions for

https://www.schoolstrike4climate.co

their climate and their future.

m/sept20

Let's support them and let them know
that we care about their future too.

Climate for Change

Sunday 13th October

Hosting their annual Run for Change

Sign up here:

fundraiser, as part of the Melbourne
https://mailchi.mp/d092aff1b567/nuca-august-newsletter
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https://runforchange-

You can do a Marathon, Half Marathon,

Translate

2019.raisely.com/signup/

10km Run, 5km Run, or 3km Walk.

Beyond Zero Emissions

On the first Monday of every month
except January.

BZE hosts free discussion groups.
Check out the next one
here: https://bze.org.au/aboutus/events/

view this email in your browser
Neighbours United for Climate Action acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land where we meet,
and their continued connection to the land. We pay our respects to elders past and present, and
acknowledge that sovereignty was never ceded.
Copyright © 2019 Neighbours United for Climate Action, All rights reserved.
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