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We the undersigned seek to address the Victorian Government’s Emissions Reduction Target for
2025. The following document has been compiled by a cohort of concerned RMIT students who
are completing degrees ranging from the Bachelor of Environmental Science/Bachelor of
Environment and society to the Bachelor of Applied Science (Aviation). We include Planning
students, International students and Environmentalists.
We base our submission on information disseminated by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change. As students entering various professions, we will be directly affected by the outcomes of
decisions regarding the emissions reduction target and thus seek to have the following points
recognised.
1) Science Based Emissions Reduction Targets
Key reduction strategies need to be based in robust evidence-based research. These strategies
need to be enforceable and meaningful to the wider Victorian public.
One of the key areas that should be targeted is road transport. To this end there should be a
revision of road subsidy and pricing for using private vehicles. Many of the costs associated with
vehicle ownership are ‘lump sum’ payments and which will create a perverse incentive to car (and
fossil fuel) overuse.
One approach that we suggest is the removal of vehicle registration fees and the imposition of a
petrol levy to cover any shortfall. In this way private vehicles would cost more to run per vehiclekilometre rather than per vehicle.
2) Opposition Support for the Climate Act.
In order to ensure support for this Act, we would like to see the voting age reduced to 16. In
today’s society, young people have a clear understanding of issues relating to climate change and
have a stronger stake in the future. This lowering of the voting age needs to be supported by a
poly-partisan discussion of the political system in the Victorian High School curriculum.
This will ensure a politically engaged and progressive support base for this legislation. It is
apparent that support for such a measure exists. The ‘Climate Strike’ on the 20th of September is
clear evidence that young citizens have a desire and the will to engage with issues such as this.
3) Establish a dedicated Victorian Climate Change Fund.
As a $4.3 million fund met only 10% of the demand and was distributed between only 24 grants,
this programme needs to be expanded. The Victorian government has a responsibility to provide

opportunity and motivation for our community to initiate change innovation. We would like to see
all community and technology-based projects given support.
Some groups that could be targeted are automotive and manufacturing industries, community
groups, local councils and homeowners. It is important that those groups receiving grant money
are accountable for their plans and targets and that the investment process is transparent.
4) Deliver Victoria’s first Climate Budget
The first step is to divest from fossil fuel in favour of renewable energy.
We expect the state government to develop a priority list of stakeholders and possible targets. As
part of this divestment strategy, co-benefits will arise. A Climate Budget will help develop new
‘green’ jobs, provide better long-term investment opportunities and feed back into the economy.
Another benefit will be the empowerment of open planners. It is expected that as the budget
moves to one supporting climate action, councils will have more power over changing their local
environments.
It is important that these changes are conveyed to the public and the media.
5) A commitment to climate justice principles.
Some of the major actors in addressing climate change are electricity generators and the transport
sector. Both these industries are run on fossil fuel. Major consumers of such energy are the
Portland aluminium smelter and the desalination plant.
To move to a renewable energy future, it is important to identify communities impacted by these
changes. For example, coastal communities and rural communities will need support. However, it
is important that the largest emitters of greenhouse gases are held accountable. To this end their
subsidies need to be removed and levies placed upon their emissions. This will supplement the
climate change fund.
There need to be incentives established to work toward a just future.
6) Scale up transition support.
Communities that rely on fossil fuel industry will need to be supported. This may include financial
and social support (Such as Centrelink) or retraining programmes. Support should also include
mental health services relocation support should people wish to leave their area.
In addition to this, there need to be support options for those who would prefer not to leave their
area. In a low fossil fuel era, there needs to be the development of new industries that meet the
needs of local residents.
7) Education Campaign
We support a grass roots campaign that balances fear and hope. Any campaign needs to focus on
positive examples of climate change action that have been modelled by other governments. As
there is a level of mistrust in central power we support the transparent demonstration that the

government is ‘practicing what they preach’ and presenting a consistent approach to this problem.
The Victorian Government need to promptly move to stop supporting coal and switch to
renewables. This will set an example and also highlight urgency. We need to stop thinking ‘short
term’ and start thinking about the long-term effects on the Australian population and Australia’s
ecosystems. The world’s future is more important than economic gain.
To this end, we support an education campaign that provides evidence, support and incentives for
powerful, individual change. Such a campaign should model a deeper structural change in society
and influence the way decisions are made. This message needs to provide easy, clear, concise
information across a wide range of media. This should include social media to engage action
among Victorian youth and all Australians.
8) Overview
Overall our actions should include:
A petrol tax option to address current perverse incentives.
A lowering of the voting age and increased engagement in the democratic process.
An increase in diverse community-based projects, especially those that support innovative change.
Defunding of fossil fuels and shift this support to renewable energy.
Identify and support vulnerable communities such as farmers.
Provide support for this transition. This includes training, job creation, finances and social support.
Demonstrate to the public that this Act is a viable, attractive alternative that is fair and provides
incentive.
We must ensure that all sectors of society are engaged and supported. There will need to be
compensation for those who are disadvantaged by these changes, however this should be in the
form of new opportunities rather than direct finances. This Act needs to demonstrate that the
transition will be both effective and equitable.
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