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We the undersigned seek to address the Victorian Government’s Emissions Reduction Target for
2025. The following document has been compiled by a cohort of concerned RMIT students who are
completing the Bachelor of Urban and Regional Planning (Honours). We base our submission on
information contained in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. As students entering the
planning profession, we will be directly affected by the outcomes of decisions regarding the
emissions reduction target and thus seek to have the following points recognised.
1) Science Based Emissions Reduction Targets.
Reduction targets need to be based in science and practicality. To this end your legislation has to be
very clear as to how reduction will be measured, and a clear implementation process proposed. It is
important that these targets are not fanciful or ‘best case scenario’ estimations but are clearly based
on realistic estimations.
To this end we recommend an independently run organisation to track emissions. This organisation
will be responsible for collecting, reporting and analysing data. We also recommend this
organisation has the capacity to apply penalties or dispense incentives to companies that fail or help
to meet reduction targets.
One of the first tasks of this organisation will be to find resources and strategies to assist companies
to cooperate with compliance.
2) Opposition Support for the Climate Act.
To help ensure clear, long-term action on climate change, there is a need for bi-partisan support.
Political positions need to be set aside in order to develop a collective approach to this issue. While
in some cases bi-partisan support is not practical, in the case of this global threat it is vital to this
legislation’s stability.
To this end we emphasise that it needs to be made clear that climate change will affect us all. People
from all political persuasions will bear the consequences of our inaction. The situation we are in is
not dissimilar to a ‘state of war’ where all political parties will be expected to join collective action.
3) Victorian Climate Change Action Fund
Working toward addressing climate change will require funding support at many different levels.
We need to seek to address issues of both adaption and mitigation. To this end we recommend the
establishment of levies (such as a bottle levy) upon harmful behaviours and the removal of any
subsidies for similarly harmful industries. This money should then be used to establish a fund to aid
action.
This funding can support groups such as the SES and fire services who will need to be upgraded for
adaption. Such a fund can also assist agricultural groups and households to transition to a lower
impact state.
Five groups that ought to be supported with this funding are:
• Rural and land management issues
• Household efficiencies.
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Metropolitan responses
Local Government initiatives
Services such as MFB, CFA & SES

An example of improving household efficiencies would be support for more stringent quality
checks upon household goods to ensure longevity & energy efficiency. While most appliances
already have an ‘Energy Rating Label’ perhaps a similar device for the expected longevity of the
appliance would also be appropriate.
In the same way that South Australia’s bottle levy raises funds, tip fees for appliances could be
reapplied to fund such devices that support efficient and robust household appliances. This would
cut down on both the loss of energy through inefficient operation and the loss of embodied energy
within the appliance itself.
4) Deliver Victoria’s first Climate Budget
Some areas that the budget must support for mitigation and adaption are:
Incentives to use public transport. Fare prices should be reduced to encourage patronage.
Alternatively, there should be an expansion of ‘free’ public transport during off-peak usage times.
Once these incentives are in place, we also suggest an increase in prices for cars, petrol or
carparking. It is important to stress that there needs to be the establishment of these viable
alternatives before any disincentivisation takes place.
Renewable energy needs investment. We suggest the reduction in taxes & levies on renewable
power and the removal of subsidies for fossil fuels. We believe this will encourage both individuals
and industries to adopt renewable energy. Rather than simply try to adapt to a changing climate,
Victoria needs to focus on the mitigation of climate change.
A lot of our non-renewable energy infrastructure also needs to be reduced in scope. We suggest that
less funding is granted to freeways and roads and the funding is instead invested in public transport.
Again, a lot of funding for this budget should be derived from placing levies upon harmful practices
and incentivisation of positive practices. This includes such tool as levies on the production and
overuse of single-use plastics. Other states have introduced levies on plastic bottles, we should
develop a similar practice.
5) Climate Justice
It is imperative that these changes are made in a fair and equitable manner. We support Corporate
Social Responsibility, whereby industry is expected to maximise their use of renewable energy,
recycle their waste and introduce water saving measures. Some examples to support this is our
support of a carbon and fresh water tax for industries and this money used to support a climate fund.
We also expect a central Climate Impact Response plan that supports the establishment of resilient
communities. Local governments need support to establish local plans that meet their needs. Local
government also needs more control over high risk development whether this is in regard to
bushfire overlay or flood zones.
In order to achieve this, we want an equitable transition plan. There needs to be an education plan to
help inform the public of why this action is being taken, we need advisors to help facilitate action
and we need new ‘Green’ industry opportunities whether for new jobs or reskilling impacted
employees.

6) Scale up Transition Support.
There must be a state-wide approach to the issue of shifting to clean energy and low impact jobs.
This means that state government must support workers, businesses and communities to transition
from coal mining, export and fossil fuel power production to renewables.
This should begin with local councils and a bottom-up approach. There are several councils who
have already made a good start on this such as Darebin, Moreland and Yarra councils. Businesses
and individuals, already supported by aspects of this proposal need local support to ensure there is
no net loss of employment and that appropriate skill sets are developed.
This would produce a number of co-benefits such as councils gaining more localised control, the
tailoring of a response to the immediate area and the development of new skills.
7) Education
To ensure acceptance of this plan for all Victorians we need to engage all Victorians. There needs to
be both horizontal and vertical infiltration of this plan. We need to have strategies to involve all
levels of schooling, community groups, businesses and industries.
The message needs to focus on the empowerment of the individual group. It needs to demonstrate
the tangible, realistic challenges and solutions that are applicable to each group. It is important that
this is not presented as a ‘radical’ alternative, but rather as a logical, heroic adaption that all parties
can achieve. To this end, proposed solutions must be practical and comprehensible.
It is important that the changes suggested are couched as achievable goals and can be measured by
tangible outcomes.
8) Overview
Over the next five years we need to see a combination of measures to tax emissions and enforce
remedial action. Levies and savings from reduction of subsidies need to go into a dedicated climate
action fund that is used to support action at the local level.
While it is clear that there will be a mix of public opinion on this matter, it is important to reinforce
the logical, scientific approach that will provide benefit to all individuals. It is also vital that
greenhouse gas reductions are made tangible and transparent. Fear of climate change is a powerful
motivator, however it is important that people are provided hope as well.
We endorse the creation of an education plan in which everyone will be able to participate and
engage. It is important that this process in not out of reach for anyone.
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