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This submission is made by the Bayside Climate Change Action Group (BCCAG), a non-profit community
organisation that works to raise community awareness of the consequences of the climate crisis. We
do this by creating and delivering information, facilitating action and influencing decision-makers. We
call for strong leadership and decisive action for Australia to do its fair share towards achieving the
goals of the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement. We operate primarily within the municipality of Bayside,
but also engage in activities that have a wider metro and nationwide focus.

Escalating Crisis and Government Response
In the last 9 months, the world has been confronted by ever more alarming reports issued by eminent
scientific bodies on the escalating climate crisis.
The IPCC Special Report 1 October 2018 states ‘Limiting global warming to 1.50 C would require
rapid, far-reaching and unprecedented changes in all aspects of society’.
▪ In June 2019 a new report 2 released by the UK’s Met Office shows that at the current rate of
emissions, the global carbon budget available to limit warming to 1.5C would be used up in 6-10
years.
▪ UN report released in May 2019 3 warns that human society is in jeopardy from the accelerating
decline of the Earth’s natural life-support systems.
More and more cities and governments in Australia and around the globe are responding to the
escalating crisis with the declaration of a climate emergency. At the time of writing some 936
jurisdictions across 19 countries have declared the emergency. These include the UK, France, Canada
and Ireland who have all formally recognised a climate crisis, the ACT and key cities including London,
Melbourne, Sydney, New York and LA.
▪

What we do?
▪

▪
▪
▪

Monthly public forums with keynote speakers to inform, educate and motivate the public.
Two key events in 2019 attracted some 230 participants and were live streamed to hundreds
more viewers.
Lobbying all levels of government for effective climate action including Bayside City Council,
local State MP James Newbury and local Federal MP Tim Wilson
Liaison with council with quarterly meetings to discuss ways to assist Bayside City Council to
reduce its environmental footprint and promote sustainability in the community.
Working with other Bayside based community groups to promote action on the climate crisis,
eg Making a joint submission to our local federal MP titled, No Time To Lose together with 7
other community groups.
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▪

▪
▪

▪
▪
▪

Outreach to local groups, providing talks on climate change and climate solutions. In the last
year, this has included year 10 students at the East Brighton Montessori School, Rotary Hampton
and Probus Middle Brighton.
Climate campaigning, educating the public on the climate related policies of all parties, the
impact this has and urging this to be considered when voting
Submissions to parliamentary inquiries, including recently, the Federal Parliament’s Galilee
Basin (Coal Prohibition) Bill 2018, the Victorian Parliament’s Inquiry into Recycling and Waste
Management and the current Inquiry.
Supporting national campaigns such as Stop Adani, School Strike for Climate, Extinction
Rebellion and Grey Power with local promotion and attendance at events.
Street conversations and door knocking to discuss the climate crisis with locals, inform them
and encourage them to join us.
Exploring opportunities for a community funded renewable energy scheme similar to Lismore
Farming the Sun

What we want our State Government to do to support us?
We commend State Government initiatives, such as the funding of four regional zero carbon
community regional projects, support for rural and regional communities to develop and implement
zero carbon and renewable energy strategies and incentives for energy efficiency (eg VEU), rooftop
solar, energy storage, etc.
1. Additional State Government initiatives for community programs
•
•

Fund the training of coordinators for community environment groups in communications, and
other relevant practical and organisational skills.
Work with local councils and community groups to develop methods and mechanisms for
carbon accounting so that community emission reduction and sequestration action can qualify
as ‘additional’ to the Victorian government target and create Australian Carbon Credit Units for
sale as offsets for individuals, organisations and councils who wish to voluntarily buy and cancel
them.

2. Actions that focus attention on the climate crisis
▪
▪
▪
▪

▪
▪

Declare a climate emergency in Victoria as the ACT has done.
Advocate for the Federal government to declare a national climate emergency and to fund,
invest and regulate for a climate emergency response.
Fund, invest and regulate for a Victorian climate emergency response.
Update Victoria’s Climate Change Framework and the Climate Change Act to reflect the
escalating crisis and the scale and speed of the response required with revised language, targets
and timelines:
o Refer to climate crisis / emergency rather than climate change
o Set ambitious goals and interim targets appropriate to limiting warming to no more than
1.5o above pre-industrial levels.
Enact legislation to ban all new investment in projects that will worsen climate change including
fossil fuel extraction, logging of native forest and land clearing.
Educate public servants about the climate emergency, its priority and the government’s key role
in providing an effective response to this emergency.

3. Emissions Reduction through Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Programs
▪

Conduct a review of the government’s own operations to see how it can reduce emissions and
increase energy efficiencies.
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▪

▪

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Act to reduce transport emissions by encouraging active travel, providing fast and frequent, low
emissions public transport options, adopting a state based vehicles emissions standard like that
in California and promoting the transition to zero emissions vehicles.
Mandate the highest energy efficiency standards for new buildings. Incentivise retrofitting of
existing building stock for energy efficiency including for rental housing with targeted subsidies
for low-income households and long term low interest finance for landlords and owners
corporations to invest in low carbon upgrades.
Provide incentives for the purchase of quality e-bikes and similar personal transport vehicles.
Promote the consumption of low-emission foods.
Facilitate community based distributed energy generation programs through micro-grids and
energy sharing and trading.
Promote energy conservation in business and community facilities 4.
Support zero-carbon enterprise zones and partnerships with incentives to nurture jobs, invest and
innovate 4.

4. Public Awareness, Myth Busting, Education and Resilience Training
▪

▪
▪

Provide factual based information on climate change without political agenda and dispel fossil fuel
myths. People are unaware of the crisis and its impacts due to misleading media coverage and
political game playing at Federal level.
Raise public awareness of the climate crisis and its impact on them, our state and our nation and
what needs to be done and when.
Provide resilience education recognising rise in eco-anxiety and the need for adaptation
measures, including minding the elderly and vulnerable during heat waves etc.

Best Practice Examples
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Lismore Farming the Sun community investment in renewable energy scheme
Zero Carbon Communities, initiated by Beyond Zero Emissions.
Community Energy Storage Schemes
Community Power hubs
Community Gardens
Transition Streets is a tried-and-tested, award-winning community behaviour-change project
to cut energy use, reduce carbon emissions, save money and strengthen neighbourhoods. Its
purpose is ‘working together to do what we can about the Climate Emergency, one street at a
time’ and was started in Totnes, UK. The movement is spreading around the globe and
Transition Streets Australia has been established with initiatives taking off around the country
including Banyule, Kingston and Geelong in Victoria.
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