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Dear Sir/Madam,
RE: INQUIRY INTO TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE IN VICTORIAN COMMUNITIES
Frankston City Council would like to thank you for the opportunity to make a submission
to the Victorian Legislative Assembly Environment and Planning Committee’s Inquiry into
Tackling Climate Change in Victorian Communities.
The following information describes the various ways in which Frankston City Council is
tackling climate change at a local level and how it is believed that the Victorian
Government could support Council and the community in the pursuit of climate change
mitigation:
Frankston City Council Planning Response to Sea Level Rise Plan
The Planning Response to Sea Level Rise Plan (the Plan) has been prepared as part of
the Port Phillip Bay Coastal Planning Project, which is being undertaken by the
Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) in conjunction with the Association of Bayside
Municipalities (ABM), an association of the ten municipalities that abut Port Phillip Bay.
The aim of the project is to assist the ten Councils around Port Phillip Bay to develop a
consistent approach to addressing climate change hazards in land use planning.
The purpose of the Plan is to provide Frankston City Council with recommended
planning responses to sea level rise and associated hazards that will occur as a result of
climate change along the municipality’s Port Phillip Bay coastline.
A number of the Plan’s recommendations are proposed to be implemented through a
group planning scheme amendment in which all member Councils (Bayside, Frankston,

Geelong, Hobsons Bay, Kingston, Melbourne, Mornington Peninsula, Port Phillip,
Queenscliffe and Wyndham) are expected to participate.
Frankston Planning Scheme - Environmentally Sustainable Development Policy
On 12 August 2019, Council authorised officers to prepare and exhibit a planning scheme
amendment to introduce a Local Environmentally Sustainable Development (ESD) Policy
in the Frankston Planning Scheme. The establishment of this policy will help to ensure
that environmentally detrimental impacts resulting from development are minimised
and that opportunities to improve and enhance ESD outcomes of development are
pursued. Furthermore, various ESD principles, objectives and strategies are referred to
in the following Frankston City Council plans, policies and strategies:




















Frankston City Council Plan 2017-2021
Community Plan 2017-2021
Sustainability Policy
Environmental Sustainability Policy
Environment Strategy: Greening Our Future
Frankston City Health and Wellbeing Plan 2017-2021
Housing Strategy
Building Asset Management Plan
Environmentally Sustainable Design Standards for Council Buildings
Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation Plan
Towards Zero Emissions Plan 2019-2023
Biodiversity Policy
Urban Forest Policy
Integrated Water Action Plan 2016-2026
Waste Minimisation and Management Plan 2015-2020
Integrated Transport Strategy
Frankston Metropolitan Activity Centre Structure Plan
Karingal Major Activity Centre Structure Plan
Frankston Planning Scheme Review Report

Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation Plan
This Plan aims to provide a framework and guide to facilitate action by Council in its
operations and services to prepare for the impacts of climate change and to provide
information and assistance to the community to reduce their vulnerability and facilitate
an adaptive response to climate change impacts.
Towards Zero Emissions Plan 2019-2023
This four year Towards Zero Emissions Plan sets out Council’s priorities over 2019 to
2023 to decrease greenhouse gas emissions and lay the foundation for Council to
become carbon neutral (zero net emissions) by 2025. The Plan builds on Council’s past
success and learnings and includes actions to reduce emissions associated with

Council’s assets, operations and services, as well as actions to support the local
community to transition to a low emissions future.
Environmentally Sustainable Design Standards for Council Buildings
These Standards provide Council with a guide to improve the environmental
performance of Council’s buildings through the integration of ESD principles in the
creation, renewal, upgrade, expansion, maintenance and disposal of Council’s
buildings.
Home and Community Care Recipients
Frankston City Council recently undertook some focus groups with Home and
Community Care recipients (June 2018) to identify and better understand the
behaviours, challenges, incentives/enablers and barriers to energy and water use in the
home. The main findings from these focus groups were that the thermal comfort of
their houses was lacking and that the residents were reluctant to use heating and
cooling due to the high costs involved. Assistance from the Victorian Government to
deliver Home Energy Efficiency Scorecards to those most vulnerable and
implementation of the recommendations would provide a noticeable and lasting
improvement to resident’s homes, health and wellbeing.
South East Melbourne Councils
The South East Melbourne (SEM) group of Councils, is an advocacy group made up of
seven Councils within the region who work with local businesses and the community
on a variety of matters. The SEM has identified key themes for a platform to build a
City Deal through a shared commitment and collaboration between three levels of
agreement which include transport & digital connectivity, local jobs and skills for
tomorrow, planning for population growth, sustainability and innovative governance
and financing. Sustainability focuses on recycling and investing in emission reduction
projects. SEM are also looking to improve productivity through eliminating congestion
in the south east and creating healthy and sustainable places to live and work. The SEM
City Deal will be a key driver to respond to challenges and changes.
Should you have any questions or would like to discuss further any of the above in more
detail, I would be pleased to assist.
Yours faithfully

Keith Black
COORDINATOR STRATEGIC PLANNING

