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RE: INQUIRY INTO TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE IN VICTORIAN COHfllVIUNITIES - CITY
OF PORT PHILLIP OFFICER SUBIVIISSION
We welcome the opportunity to provide a submission to the Inquiry. This submission is informed
by Council's endorsed strategies, polices and plans which can be found at
www.portphillip.vic.flov.au.

Please note that this matter has not been formally considered by Council, and thus, this
submission is provided without prejudice of Council's formal views on this matter.
The City of Port Phillip is Victoria's most densely populated municipality and is a low-lying
seaside municipality at the bottom of two river catchments. Our residents and businesses are
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change and we need to prepare for more prevalent extreme
heat events, flooding, coastal storm surges and drought.

Council is committed to addressing the challenges of climate change as detailed in the City of
Port Philtip's Council Plan 2017-2027 and Council's Act and Adapt: Sustainable Environment
Strategy (2018-28). This includes reducing our own impact on the environment, supporting our
community to reduce their environmental impact and preparing for the effects of climate change.
Actions being taken by community members and organisations to mitigate the severity
of climate change, including actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

The City of Port Phillip is:

•

Committed to achieving ambitious climate change mitigation targets in our own activities
including; zero net emissions, 100 per cent electricity from renewable sources.
Driving substantial improvement in waste management practices including:
o Through recycling and reuse initiatives and improving systems and processes we
aim to achieve a 20 per cent reduction in waste per Council employee and 50 per
cent of Council food waste diverted from landfill (dependant on resolution of
current challenges in the recycling industry).
o Investigating advanced waste treatment and circular economy initiatives.
Participating in the Melbourne Renewable Energy Project (MREP), an innovative Power
Purchase Agreement that facilitated the construction of an 80mW wind farm near Ararat.
Council is now transitioning all its electricity accounts to purchase our electricity through
this Agreement.
Investing $500,000 per annum on installation of solar PV and energy efficiency
improvements of our buildings and including energy efficiency improvements in our

renewal and upgrade programs. To date Council has installed 409kW of roof top Solar
with another 200kW under construction.
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• Progressively converting Council buildings to fully electric power to take advantage of
MREP and onsite solar electricity.
Implementing a sustainable procurement program to increase purchasing across
categories including recycled content, energy saving, green products and green
services. Sustainable procurement is increasing from a low base by 50 per cent per
year.

Partnering with the Victorian Government and the City of Melbourne to ensure best
practice sustainability principles are being included during the process of strategically
planning land use in the Fishermans Bend Urban Renewal Area.
Renewing ageing lighting infrastructure with modern sustainable lighting to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
Transitioning Council's fleet to zero emissions by 2028 and reducing unnecessary
vehicle travel by Council staff including the encouragement of more sustainable
transport options (public transport, walking, cycling).
The City of Port Phillip is supporting the community through:
Delivering the Sustainable City Community Action Plan (2017-20) which includes a
range of behavior change and practical support actions for the community to reduce their
waste, water and energy use. There are targeted programs for apartment dwellers,
businesses, community services and local sustainability leaders. In 2018-19 1,421
community members and business owners participated in sustainability programs.
Facilitating increased uptake of rooftop solar installations through bulk buys, solar
partnerships and grants to low income earners.
Providing access to Environmental Upgrade Agreements to non-residential property
owners.

• Providing heatwave kits and cinema tickets for homeless people to keep cool in extreme
conditions.

• Providing subsidised composting products for residents to reduce the amount of food
waste entering the waste stream.
Partnering with Glen Eira City Council to investigate food waste recycling options for
commercial premises and high-rise multi-unit developments.
• Delivering
• Pioneering the use of Sustainable Design Assessment in the Planning Process (SDAPP)
through our Environmentally Sustainable Design Local Planning Policy.
Providing annual funding to the Port Phillip EcoCentre to support their environmental
education and volunteering activities.
Delivering sustainable transport initiatives that encourage mode shift from car to active
and public transport. This includes investing in pedestrian and bike infrastructure and
changing parking policy to support zero growth in car use.
Supporting an expansion of car share provision. Currently six per cent of the Port Phillip
community are registered car share users, with approximately 200 car share vehicles
located within the municipality.

Actions by community members and organisations to adapt to the current and future
impacts of climate change.

The City of Port Phillip is:
Committed to increasing street tree canopy cover by ten per cent by 2028 to reduce the
impact of urban heat island effect and to reduce Council's potable water use by 15 per
cent.
•

Delivering an extensive planting program. In 2018-19, Council planted 1,325 trees
including 730 sand-belt indigenous trees.
Diversifying the type of vegetation being planted to increase resilience to climatic
stressors and pest infestation.
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Working towards achieving Water Sensitive C/Yy status. In 2018-19, the City of Port
Phillip was recognised as the highest-ranking municipality that had participated in
benchmarking against the goals of a Water Sensitive City.
Increasing access to alternative water supplies through the construction of stormwater
harvesting projects. In 2018-19 Council used 19.2 ML of water from alternative sources.
Partnering with Melbourne Water and the Cities of Bayside, Glen Eira and Kingston to
address the impacts of flooding in the Elster Creek catchment area.

Identifying opportunities to increase permeability on Council land to reduce stormwater
run-off.

Assessing Council's assets to understand how they may be impacted by Climate
Change to better inform future decision making and financial investment.
• Working with the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning to define the
extent of land around Port Phillip Bay predicted to be threatened by the coastal hazards
of inundation, erosion and changes in groundwater under different climate scenarios.
The information generated will facilitate planning for, and management of, current and
future natural, cultural and economic assets, and the setting of state, regional and
council priorities.
• Undertaking heat modelling to inform asset planning.

The City of Port Phillip is supporting the community through:
Educating the community to support canopy cover on private land to reduce the impact
of urban heat island effect.

Delivering Actions developed through the Elster Creek partnership that support the
community to be more resilient to local flooding.

• Developing and enforcing planning policy requirements for Water Sensitive Urban
Design and Environmentally Sustainable Development to ensure on-site compliance and
maintenance is addressed during and post construction phase in the private realm.
Planning how to use and share heat modelling data collected to engage with the
community and support their decision making when it comes to home renewal,
purchasing and behaviour.

Ways in which the government can best support communities in their efforts
Council officers consider that the Victorian Government could support the community through
the following actions:
Planning and construction

• Provide clear policy, legislation and compliance to support councils and the building
industry to deliver improved sustainability outcomes. This includes state-wide
implementation of Environmentally Sustainable Development planning controls,
resources to Councils for sustainable design expertise and planning compliance officers,
and up skilling of the building industry to ensure holistic and meaningful sustainable
change.

Show leadership through committing to carbon neutrality and use of sustainable
materials for major infrastructure construction and development projects.
Lead planning scheme changes requiring Land Subject to Inundation Overlays to
prevent newly constructed buildings being impacted by future sea level rise.
Lead the development of a more holistic and integrated approach to coastal land use
management, providing investment in the coast and infrastructure protection so that
councils have greater clarity and the community have greater confidence regarding long
term planning in response to sea level rise.
Drive changes to the national building code to ensure buildings are constructed in a
sustainable manner, including insulation, energy use, materials and lot permeability.
Improving building compliance inspection regime is also essential,
Funding to support vulnerable and homeless people through extreme weather events.
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Ensure that the sustainability initiatives planned for the Fishermans Bend Urban
Renewal Area are sufficiently funded, appropriately timed and delivered through a
collaborative multi agency approach.
Implement state wide controls on tree removal for development, particularly in urban
areas, with a view to valuing and protecting existing urban canopy cover.
Invest in building and retrofitting social housing to exceed best practice Environmentally
Sustainable Development in alignment with current local planning policy.
Water
• Invest in and facilitate individual Council and multi-jurisdictional projects that achieve
integrated water management outcomes (flood mitigation, water quality and water
harvesting).
• Continue to collaboratively develop regional flood management plans, messaging for the
community regarding land use planning and infrastructure options to reduce flooding and
co-responsibility for household resilience to flooding.
Advocate to the insurance regulators to increase transparency regarding how premiums
are calculated, standardise flood protection insurance offerings and provide discounts to
homes, businesses and organisations that can demonstrate flood mitigation and
adaptation works have been undertaken.
Carbon reduction

Update all relevant Victorian Government Acts, Policies, Plans and Strategies to reflect a
commitment to reduce carbon emissions and limit warming to 1.5°C.
Place strict limits on emissions from power stations, increase large-scale and distributed
renewable energy production and storage.
Manage Victoria's forests, wood reserves and other tree-based resources to sequester
carbon and work with the forestry industry to reduce their environmental impact.
Plan for a targeted suite of grants, rebates and incentives to support installation of
renewable energy, energy and water efficiency improvements and adaptation measures
for residential and commercial properties. Ensure these incentives support a sustainable
local industry to manufacture products and supply these services.
Provide partnership funding to the EcoCentre redevelopment to facilitate increased
community education, volunteering and support for schools.
Provide support and funding to the regional greenhouse alliances to develop and
implement regional zero emissions strategies.
Facilitate renewable power purchase agreements for Owners' Corporations, apartment
owners and small businesses.
•

•

Support energy retailers and other organisations to develop and roll out larger
community energy grid sharing projects
Release deidentified energy use data to support the provision of effective community
emissions reduction programs.
Fund energy efficiency upgrades ofVicRoads street lighting that is cost shared with
councils.

Develop an electricity network upgrade plan to guide investment and the transition to
distributed renewable energy inputs to the grid from across the state.
Provide the regulatory and infrastructure framework for the development of virtual power
plants.
Waste reduction and management

Provide funding support for the establishment of a circular economy, reducing the
reliance on virgin material and the emissions involved in their extraction, refinement and
disposal.
Support innovation to address on-shore organics and recycling especially of plastics,
and support innovative alternative packaging technologies.
Increase campaign efforts to avoid consumption and creation of waste.
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• Mandate use of recycled and recyclable materials in Victorian Government infrastructure
projects and increase demand for these materials.
Invest in major upgrades to waste management infrastructure in the state to ensure

effective waste diversion from landfill, sorting of recyclables and conversion to feed stock
products that can be used by industry.
Invest in waste to energy infrastructure to manage residual waste.
Transport

Deliver transport projects aimed at transitioning to a zero emissions transport system,
including improving supporting low and zero emissions vehicles and public transport,
improving pedestrian and cycling infrastructure, and implementing interim strategies to
reduce reliance on and improve fuel efficiency of vehicles.
Providing increased funding to local councils for pedestrian and cycling infrastructure
Work with electric vehicle charging station providers to holistically develop a network of
charging stations throughout Melbourne and regional Victoria. Consider financially
supporting charging station infrastructure.
Work across state government departments to investigate incentives to drive the
purchase of electric vehicles, such as VicRoads to provide reduce registration fees.
Consultation

Engage with indigenous representatives regarding resource use and systems
management and acknowledge their longstanding understanding of climatic changes in
the Australian environment.

Best wishes for the work of the Committee, we look forward to the findings of the inquiry
progresses. Should you have any queries about the matters raised in the submission please
contact Marc Cassanet, Manager Environmental Sustainability, on
.
Yours faithfully

Lili Rosic
GM City Strategy & Sustainable Development
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