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SUBJECT: Inquiry into Tackling Climate Change in Victorian Communities
Dear Mr Cheeseman,
Thank you for your request for the Victorian Environmental Water Holder (VEWH) to provide
a submission to the Inquiry into Tackling Climate Change in Victorian Communities.
Our mission is to make robust decisions about managing water for the environment, in
collaboration with program partners, stakeholders and communities, to preserve and
improve the environmental values and health of Victorian waterways. In doing so, the VEWH
is assisting Victorian communities to adapt to the current and future impacts of climate
change.
Modelling predicts that streamflows could reduce by 50 per cent in some Victorian
catchments by 2065. This has serious consequences for everyone – households, industry,
agriculture, recreation, cultural values, native plants and wildlife. The continued protection of
water for the environment is critical to maintaining the many benefits that waterways provide.
A key risk for the VEWH and its partners is where expected environmental outcomes cannot
be achieved or demonstrated. Key factors exacerbating this risk include natural events such
as fire and drought and floods, all expected to be exacerbated by climate change. To help
manage this risk, the VEWH uses a scenario-based, seasonally adaptive approach in its
seasonal watering plan to optimise environmental outcomes under different conditions.
A strategic focus area for the VEWH is continuous improvement in how we prioritise our
decisions about water use, carryover and trade to ensure the highest-priority sites and
values are being protected at a landscape-scale in the face of climate change. We are
strategically investing trade revenue in projects that improve environmental watering
outcomes.
We believe that key areas of focus for the government to adapt to climate change are
continued:
•

protection of water for the environment, including environmental entitlements and the
broader Environmental Water Reserve, and investment in water recovery in flowstressed waterways
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•
•
•
•
•

identification and protection of priority sites which provide refuge for plant and animal
species during droughts
investment in targeted complementary works and measures, such as environmental
water delivery infrastructure, pest control, fencing and revegetation
research into the impacts of climate change on hydrological systems and the impact
this will have an ecological systems
drought and flood response planning
protection of unregulated river systems.

VEWH is committed to to reducing its environmental impacts, including emissions, through
reduced consumption and waste in the office and shared travel arrangements, wherever
possible.

Kind regards

Dr Sarina Loo and Beth Ashworth
Co-Chief Executive Officers, Victorian Environmental Water Holder
Email: general.enquiries@vewh.vic.gov.au

