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Dear Chair,
Re: Submission to the Inquiry what urban, rural and regional communities in Victoria are doing to
tackle climate change and how the Victorian Government could support these communities
Thank you for the opportunity to submit to this Inquiry. Landcare Victoria Inc. {LVI) is the
independent, representative body for community landcare in Victoria, with 600 member groups and
over 60,000 volunteers across Victoria . We work for increased recognition, resourcing and support
for resilient and productive landscapes and communities.
As the peak body, Landcare Victoria Inc. has taken the "Take2" Climate Change pledge in line with
the positive role Landcare communities play in climate change adaptation, resilience and mitigation
Our members recognise, as pointed out by Chair of Farmers for Climate Action Lucinda Corrigan at
our 2019 LVI AGM, that practical strategies to address the changing climate, build carbon in our
soils, and improve our resilience just make good business sense.
Many core Landcare activities- examples include improvement of soil health, protection of remnant
vegetation, revegetation, establishing wildlife corridors, control of pest plants and animals, and
biodiversity monitoring- contribute to climate change adaptation, mitigation and a better
understanding of its effects. Many groups undertake on-ground work directly addressing these
issues and many others incorporating some response to climate change within broader projects. Soil
health projects improve soil carbon (mitigation) and water holding capacity (adaptation), such as
that through the Western Port Catchment Landcare Network. Planting projects have co-benefits of
sequestering carbon, providing shade and shelter to livestock, and protecting biodiversity.
Landcare also has a significant role in education and peer learning- Land care has over thirty years of
practical action on the ground that enables difficult conversations in communities around wicked
problems. Resources such as the Basalt to Bay Landcare Network's EBONS (Economic Benefits of
Native Shelterbelts) report encourage uptake of planting beyond the local project area, particularly
with partnerships, for instance with Dairy Australia. In the North East, a Landcare I Better Beef
consortium identified "Becoming Carbon Neutral" as a priority for the local beef industry including
implementation of mitigation strategies and offsetting for those activities that cannot be mitigated.
A quick look at the successful projects in the 2019 Community Climate Change Adaptation program
demonstrates Landcare's interest and capacity to undertake work in this area . Our Lismore Land
Protection Group partnered with the Cundare Duverney, Leslie Manor and Weering Eurack Landcare
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Groups to by increasing resilience of the Corangamite Lakes landscape by improving connectivity.
Woady Yaloak Catchment Group Inc. partnered with Federation University to prepare landholders
for climate change; Gecko Clan Landcare Network used technology for dryland farming adaptation to
climate change; Barapa Land & Water held education sessions on local climate change in the Loddon
Mallee region. Landcare also operates at larger scales: Bass Coast Landcare Network's Climate
Change Land Capability and Capacity Project, under the government's Climate Change Innovation
Grants program, developed 12 key landscape agricultural property case studies that provide detailed
guidance on landholders' capacity and capability to innovate and diversify in response to a changing
climate. These case studies will be further supported by a series of field days and other events across
southern Gippsland (Bass Coast and South Gippsland shires) designed to inform and guide the
broader agricultural community through decisions around climate change and will culminate in the
development of a web-based decision-making portal allowing farmers and industry support
organisations to make informed decisions about their response to climate change and sustainability.
Such integrated multi-faceted projects with strong community involvement demonstrate what
Landcare communities can achieve.
The recent round ofthe Victorian Landcare Grants included projects specifically addressing
adaptation concerns such as Gooram Valley Landcare Group's "Rescuing And Sustaining Paddock
Trees (Old And New) In A Changing Climate" and Kiewa Catchment Landcare Group's "Incentives For
On-Ground Climate Adaptations And Case Studies". Many more projects will include aspects that
address carbon sequestration and resilience- for instance Yarram Yarram Land care Network's
seagrass project is framed as a biodiversity project, however seagrass is also one of the most
effective plants at sequestering carbon, as well as having co-benefits for the local fishing industry.
Landcare across Victoria has recognised climate change and climate action as a key concern for over
a decade. We demonstrate this through a variety of activities, from hosting speakers on climate
change adaptation at our AGMs, to considering the impact of climate change on our activities during
our thirty year anniversary in 2016, where members considered everything from managing new
invasive species to changed planting seasons, the prospects of increased droughts, and reduced
water availability. Carbon farming, vegetation retention for resilience, bio-links to enable species
migration and more connected communities were all identified as key opportunities. The National
Land care Network, of which Landcare Victoria is a member, highlighted Landcare's contribution to
building climate resilience in 2016, articulating Landcare's value proposition in this area including a
vision for "Communities and landscapes are better prepared for the impacts of a changing climate".
To enable the continued involvement of Landcare communities across our rural landscapes, the
existing grant programs need to be continued and bolstered, including investment in each CMA
region beyond the riparian zone . Most funding programs currently are annual; enabling longer term
projects is crucial to sustaining change . Landcare is a volunteer movement, underpinned by good
support staff such as the Local Landcare Facilitators, and good partnership arrangements, and these
key supports need to be resourced.
The capacity of Landcare communities to undertake on-ground work to reduce the impact of climate
change and adapt to the changing climate, and to educate and encourage our communities is only
limited by the availability of the resources to support our volunteers.
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