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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES
COMMITTEE

The SPEAKER (Hon. Telmo Languiller) took the
chair at 9.33 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETITIONS

Budget estimates 2015–16
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) presented hearings alert
report, together with appendices.

Following petitions presented to house:
Tabled.

PenBus service

Ordered to be published.

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of the electorate of Nepean
acknowledge the successful trial of the PenBus service as
jointly funded by the federal government and Mornington
Peninsula shire over the last two and a half years. As this
funding is about to end, the service will be terminated unless
urgent alternative arrangements can be found.
This PenBus is fully subscribed by students, trainees and job
seekers travelling from the Mornington Peninsula to
39 separate educational institutions. As such, PenBus
provides well-documented benefits to passengers who
otherwise would be unable to access these further education
and training opportunities.
The petitioners therefore request the Legislative Assembly of
Victoria work with the Mornington Peninsula shire to ensure
this unique PenBus service will continue on an ongoing
permanent basis as part of the critical public transport
infrastructure for the Mornington Peninsula.

By Mr DIXON (Nepean) (103 signatures).

Jetty Road, Rosebud
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of the electorate of Nepean points
out to the house the extremely dangerous traffic conditions at
the intersection of Jetty Road, Rosebud, and the terminus of
the Mornington Peninsula Freeway.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria, in accordance with VicRoads Point
Nepean Road Study, urgently approve funding for the Jetty
Road overpass in order to relieve the congestion on local
roads at the current terminus of the Mornington Peninsula
Freeway.

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Auditor-General:
Early Intervention Services for Vulnerable Children and
Families — Ordered to be published
Universities: 2014 Audit Snapshot — Ordered to be
published
Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of approval
of amendments to the following Planning Schemes:
Boroondara — C215
Brimbank — GC26
Casey — C193 Part 2
Corangamite — C40
Greater Geelong — C266 Part 2, C309
Greater Shepparton — C171
Hindmarsh — C15
Hobsons Bay — C93
Maribyrnong — C136, GC26
Melbourne — GC26
Melton — GC26
Moonee Valley — C139
Mornington Peninsula — C184 Part 1

By Mr DIXON (Nepean) (282 signatures).

Mount Alexander — C72

Tabled.

Nillumbik — C105

Ordered that petitions be considered next day on
motion of Mr DIXON (Nepean).

Stonnington — C204
Warrnambool — C199
Whitehorse — C159, C173
Wyndham — GC26
Yarra Ranges — C133

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
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Dandenong High School

Standing orders

Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) — I recently had the
privilege of accompanying the Minister for Education
to the opening of stage 3 of the redevelopment of
Dandenong High School. Stage 3 includes the
Melaleuca Performing Arts Centre, a gymnasium and a
senior science wing. The new building is home to a
double-court gymnasium and a performing arts centre
which boasts a dance studio and a recording studio,
both of a professional standard, along with a theatre to
seat upwards of 300 people.

Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — By
leave, I move:
That so much of standing orders be suspended so as to allow
each member to speak on the motion in relation to the
2015–16 budget papers for a maximum of 15 minutes.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Auburn High School
Mr PESUTTO (Hawthorn) — On 20 May I was
honoured to attend Auburn High School in Hawthorn
East to celebrate Education Week and acknowledge the
magnificent achievements of students in the school’s
French language programs. A team of five students —
Ellis Biggar, Gwyneth Lee, Isabella Kose, Julien
Pietrzak and Jack Ballis — along with the principal,
Maria Karvouni, and French teacher Ms Charbonneau
recently travelled to Paris to receive an international
award for the Dis-moi dix mots competition. The award
ceremony for first prize was held at the grand
Académie française, a prestigious academy created in
1635. The Auburn High School students presented their
work at an amazing ceremony followed by dinner at the
Australian Embassy in Paris.
The celebration of high-level programs offered at
Auburn High School in French continued last week
when I attended a French language showcase afternoon
in the Victorian certificate of education common room
at the school. I joined students, staff and the French
Consul in Melbourne, Ms Myriam Boisbouvier-Wylie,
to present certificates of achievement to outstanding
students for their accomplishments in French
competitions.
Auburn High School is the only Victorian government
high school to be offering a bi-national French
program. The French program is internationally
recognised and offers students a very creative approach
to language learning. Well done to the French teachers,
Ms Genevieve Papon, Ms Aurelie Abel, Ms Florence
Steuer and Ms Noella Charbonneau. In particular,
congratulations to Maria Karvouni for her outstanding
leadership. Most of all, congratulations to the students
of Auburn High School for their fine efforts. All of
those students should be proud.

The Dandenong High School council, principal Susan
Ogden and former principal Martin Culkin have shown
much dedication and commitment in driving this
project and should be commended. The school’s
redevelopment was initiated by the Bracks Labor
government following the voluntary merger of
Cleeland Secondary College, Doveton Secondary
College and the old Dandenong High School in 2007.
The project has delivered world-class education
infrastructure and is a valuable project for the students
of Dandenong High School and we hope the wider
Dandenong community. It is our strong expectation that
these facilities will be shared with local primary
schools, community groups and clubs so that the
benefit can be felt broadly, and the school has
expressed an intention to do just this.
The Andrews government has delivered a further
$3 million towards the school’s completion and I look
forward to seeing works commence on stage 4 of the
project.

La Fiera
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) — La Fiera,
Myrtleford’s celebration of all things Italian, drew to a
close on Sunday and was again a wonderful success.
Now in its seventh year, the six-day festival continues
to go from strength to strength.
Well-known food and wine columnist and writer
Richard Cornish officially opened the festival at the La
Fiera launch party at the Michelini Wines cellar door.
Events over the six-day festival included Italian art,
food, history and games and even mushroom foraging.
Well done to festival coordinator John Reynolds-Smith
and everyone involved.

Alpine Valleys Community Leadership
Program
Mr McCURDY — Congratulations to all graduates
of and those involved in the 2015 Alpine Valleys
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Community Leadership Program. Last week I attended
the graduation dinner, which along with this year’s
participants brought together alumni, supporters,
community representatives, family members and
friends.
Since 1998 more than 320 people have completed the
program, which continues to prove its worth with many
graduates going on to take on a variety of roles within
their local communities and organisations.
Congratulations to the board, led by chair Anthony
Griffiths and executive officer Kim Scanlon and her
staff, who have again presented a varied and
challenging program.

beyondblue
Mr McCURDY — The beyondblue big blue bus
has visited the Ovens Valley electorate, stopping in
Cobram, Yarrawonga, Wangaratta, Bright and
Myrtleford. The slogan for the bus roadshow that has
travelled around Australia is ‘Take 1 Step’ for mental
health, and it was encouraging that many people took
the opportunity to access information and support
services from the beyondblue team.

Appin Park Primary School
Mr McCURDY — Thanks to Sara Long, who
invited me on the Appin Park Primary School annual
bike ride, plus the 90 other students who joined me on
the 35-kilometre ride. It was a great achievement for all
who participated and is one of my favourite events
during the year.

Ovens & King Football Netball League
Mr McCURDY — Well done to the Ovens & King
Football Netball League representative teams which
won against Hume on the weekend.

Vietnamese Community in Australia Victoria
Chapter
Ms THOMSON (Footscray) — The year 2015
marks 40 years since the mass settlement of
Vietnamese refugees in Australia due to the end of the
Vietnam War. The Vietnamese Community in
Australia Victoria Chapter (VCA-Vic) is celebrating
those 40 years throughout the year with a number of
events and special occasions which will recognise both
its history and its role and future in the Australian
economy and society.
I am pleased that the Labor government under Daniel
Andrews has funded the VCA-Vic’s dual identity
leadership program, which will see young Vietnamese
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learn leadership skills in a number of fields. They will
do so while understanding where they have come from
and that their identity as Vietnamese Australians is
something which needs to be cherished. We have also
funded a $100 000 feasibility study for the Vietnamese
museum — a very important initiative. For someone
coming from another background, knowing and
understanding your heritage, where you have come
from and the importance of that to your own identity, is
crucially important. I commend VCA-Vic for the work
it is doing in continuing that task for the generations of
the Vietnamese community to come.
Not only have members of VCA-Vic decided to
recognise that settlement by working with young
Vietnamese and Australians to promote recognition of
the Vietnamese culture, they also want to give back to
Victoria and to their homeland. I thank them.

Swinburne University of Technology former
Lilydale campus
Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — I share the deep concern
of Yarra Ranges residents about the government’s
expression of interest process for the Swinburne
Lilydale site. An email sent by an Andrews government
adviser stated that the expression of interest is not open
to traditional universities, despite perennial Evelyn
candidate and now Labor adviser Peter Harris
misleading the community by saying otherwise. This is
likely to duplicate the excellent work of Box Hill
TAFE, creating wasteful competition in the area. Given
Box Hill is already established, this will likely see the
government’s own election commitment collapse in a
screaming heap. I read with interest, however, that the
Minister for Education has finally committed to a time
line to establish a new facility at the former Lilydale
site. The commitment is to have it ‘operating in some
provision’ in the first half of next year. Operating in
some provision? No wonder parents in the Yarra
Ranges are sceptical about Labor’s capacity to deliver.
Labor does not even know what it is delivering.

Criminal bikie gangs
Mrs FYFFE — Recently the Yarra Ranges has had
two fires deliberately lit, allegedly by bikie gangs or
their connections, in Seville and Lilydale. This caused
significant disruption to local businesses, with
electricity cut off for days, resulting in staff being sent
home, unable to work. The coalition had an excellent
record of taking a tough stance on dealing with these
gangs and also in having a tough-on-crime policy. With
other jurisdictions adopting a hard line, this do-nothing
Premier has allowed Victoria to become the new capital
of bikie gangs to the detriment of our once-safe
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communities. The speed at which this government is
taking Victoria back to dark times is scary. The whole
of Australia knows that under this government Victoria
has gone back to being soft on crime, soft on sentencing
and caring more for criminals than victims in the broad
community.

Goonawarra Neighbourhood House
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) — On Saturday, 9 May, I
had the privilege of attending and speaking at the
25-year celebration of Goonawarra Neighbourhood
House. The celebration was wonderfully attended, so
much so that event organisers actually ran out of chairs,
and the room was full with local community families
wanting to thank the staff of the house for their
wonderful efforts over many years.
Over 25 years Goonawarra Neighbourhood House has
been providing services such as life skills education,
health and wellbeing activities, occasional child care,
play groups, art and craft, self-help and support groups,
social groups, computer training, community events,
advocacy and referral services and job readiness and
résumé support, as well as internet access and house
and room hire. These services are vital for grassroots
communities and for our community. I can only
imagine the thousands of lives Goonawarra
Neighbourhood House has touched through these
programs, and it was important to reflect on all that has
been achieved by the house.
I would like to particularly acknowledge and thank
Alfina Sinatra, the house manager, Janet Thomson, the
chairperson, and Lis Rauch, the inaugural manager,
who spoke of the origins of the house since its
inception. I would also like to recognise Pauline
Monaghan, who has given Goonawarra Neighbourhood
House so much over so many years. Here is to another
25 years of Goonawarra Neighbourhood House
providing such wonderful local services, which are so
important to the community of Goonawarra and to the
community of Sunbury.

Norwood Secondary College and Ringwood
Secondary College
Ms RYALL (Ringwood) — Community members
in my electorate of Ringwood have expressed their
dismay at the neglect by the Labor government in its
2015–16 budget. Our schools have been short-changed
yet again by the Labor Party, which committed to
$100 million for Maroondah schools back when it was
trying to obtain government in 2010 after neglecting
our local schools for so many years. To quote Shaun
Leane, the Labor member for Eastern Metropolitan

Wednesday, 27 May 2015

Region in the Legislative Council, this promise of
$100 million was to go towards developing world-class
facilities to give all students who go to school in
Maroondah the opportunity to excel. What has
changed? Why has the Premier had a change of heart so
that the students in my local community should now
not have the funding for the world-class facilities Labor
said they would, so they can excel?
Labor has underfunded Norwood Secondary College
and Ringwood Secondary College, and it is denying
local students and their teachers the 21st century
learning spaces they need to enable educational
outcomes and opportunities for the future. This
government has cut $3 million in funding for Norwood
Secondary College and is subsequently denying
students the science, technology, engineering and maths
(STEM) centre they need. It is well documented that
STEM-related occupations will be the jobs of the
future. I call upon the Premier to do the right thing by
our students and fund both the sports and performing
arts stadium and the STEM centre they need. Ringwood
Secondary College is being short-changed by the Labor
government, with a cut of $5 million.
Instead of providing the $10 million needed on top of
the $2.2 million provided by the coalition government
in 2014, Labor is cutting $5 million. Ringwood
Secondary College has just under 1500 students and
needs 21st century learning facilities.

Northern Bay College
Mr EREN (Minister for Tourism and Major
Events) — Recently, along with the Minister for
Education, I attended Northern Bay College Tallis
Street campus. We met with school principals, teachers,
students and student council representatives to discuss
our government’s commitment to the next stage of the
Corio-Norlane education regeneration project. I am
proud that our government has committed $6 million to
complete regeneration works at campuses of Northern
Bay College.

Norlane Child and Family Centre
Mr EREN — Following this visit, I was honoured
to represent the Minister for Families and Children and
officially open the $5.2 million Norlane Child and
Family Centre. This centre will give children and
families access to kindergarten, occasional care,
playgroups, counselling, school holiday programs, and
family support and parenting services. I want to
recognise some of the partner organizations that make
this service thrive: the City of Greater Geelong,
Glastonbury Community Services, CatholicCare
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Geelong, Northern Bay College, Wathaurong
Aboriginal Cooperative and the hardworking staff at the
Norlane Child and Family Centre. I would also like to
congratulate everyone who has been involved in
bringing this project to completion. Early years
development is a priority of the Andrews Labor
government, as is education.

Lara Lake Primary School
Mr EREN — I also visited one of my local schools,
Lara Lake Primary School, to celebrate its 150th
anniversary. What a remarkable school and what a
remarkable event. Congratulations to all involved in
setting up such a special day, including Noel Creece,
the principal; Kylie Grzybek, the current school council
president; John Thompson, a former student and former
school council president; and all the students, teachers,
parents, family members and school council members.
The work I have just mentioned is a great example of
how we are getting on with making Victoria the
education state.

Shepparton secondary schools alliance
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) — I rise to draw the
attention of the house to a brilliant new initiative
between the four Shepparton district high schools. The
Better Together alliance is working on the premise that
while remaining stand-out colleges individually, the
high schools are better working together. Each alliance
school will take responsibility to be the centre for
education for one of four key educational areas.
Shepparton High School will be looking after the
agriculture sector, McGuire College will take on
manufacturing, Mooroopna Secondary College will
take on the allied health sector and Wanganui Park
Secondary College will specialise in retail. This will
allow each school to focus their efforts and ensure that
first-rate knowledge and advice is given to our young
people.
The alliance will also establish a mathematics and
science task force and a gifted children’s task force, and
it will concentrate on strengthening partnerships with
higher education providers, employers, businesses and
local government to focus on areas of specific job
growth to address the skills gap. To do all of this it
needs financial support from this government. I urge
the Minister for Education, Minister Merlino, to visit
the Shepparton district and the alliance schools to see a
number of he innovative and worthy programs that are
operating in our schools. The government has an
opportunity to invest in an initiative that will enrich the
experiences of students at these high schools, ensure
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better outcomes for them and ensure confidence in the
public education system in Shepparton.

National Reconciliation Week
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — In National
Reconciliation Week and on the day following National
Sorry Day, I commend the Macedon Ranges
Reconciliation Group for its work in fostering respect,
understanding and reconciliation between black and
white Australians. Throughout metropolitan and
regional Victoria local reconciliation groups come
together to organise events, exhibitions, talks and tours,
and local forums. In the Macedon electorate activities
for reconciliation week include a community lunch at
the Kyneton Mechanics Institute today and a special
screening of Charlie’s Country, featuring David
Gulpilil, at Sacred Heart College in Kyneton on Friday
night.
I acknowledge the work of local elders, in particular
Uncle Gene Roberts, who has always been very
generous in helping me develop my knowledge and
understanding of the Jaara Jaara people, the traditional
owners of the lands in parts of the Macedon electorate,
including Woodend and Daylesford. I acknowledge the
leadership role he plays in our local reconciliation
group. I also acknowledge Dennis Franklin, Labor
Party Aboriginal affairs policy committee member and
convenor of the local group, and Deb Stidwell, Jenny
Lonergan, Natasha Gayfer and Stephen Tiley for the
work they do championing reconciliation on the
ground.
Reconciliation and justice for Victoria’s Indigenous
people is unfinished business. The Productivity
Commission’s most recent report entitled Report on
Government Services shows that Aboriginal children
are over-represented in Victoria’s child protection
system, while the gap in participation for Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal children in preschool education is
almost 18 per cent. I commend the Premier and the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, the member for
Sydenham, for establishing the Gathering. As the
minister has noted, governments have done too much
talking and not enough listening.

Rosedale Vintage Retro Festival
Mr D. O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) — I rise to
congratulate the Rosedale and District Chamber of
Commerce and Industry for another successful
Rosedale Vintage Retro Festival and Show N Shine,
which was held last Sunday. The second festival was a
great success. Stall numbers increased from 44 to 140,
and this year hosted some exponents of lost trades,

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
1560

ASSEMBLY

including a penny farthing maker, whom I believe came
from Horsham in the electorate of the member for
Lowan. The crowd was estimated at more than
5000 people throughout the day. Certainly when I went
to the festival with my family it was difficult to get a
park in town anywhere near the market in Rosedale.
Rosedale is a great community, with a young and
vibrant group of people who are really kicking goals
through the work of their chamber of commerce and
through supporting events like this. Community
members were well and truly surprised at the success of
the event last year, but they were well prepared for it
this year. It was a great day for business. On Monday I
called into one of my favourite cafes, Cafe 3847 in
Rosedale, for a coffee, and they were still recovering
after one of their busiest days of the year. We are now
looking forward to the Rosedale Man Cave Market on
6 September, which last year attracted well over
10 000 people, so it will be big again this year.

Sale Mother’s Day Classic
Mr D. O’BRIEN — Since Parliament last sat, I
have had the pleasure of starting and running in the Sale
Mother’s Day Classic run and walk. Hundreds of
people turned out, many of them in pink, to run or walk
the 8 or 4-kilometre circuit at Lake Guthridge,
including many breast cancer survivors, mothers,
children and even dogs. It is a great effort, which raises
funds for the National Breast Cancer Foundation.

Casey Hospital
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — Families in
Narre Warren South could not ask for a better state
budget. We have ended four years of neglect and are
getting on with the job of investing in jobs, schools,
hospitals and transport. It is a true Labor budget, a
budget that delivers for families and ensures that, unlike
those opposite, we keep our promises. We have
delivered in full $106.3 million for the much-needed
expansion of Casey Hospital. This massive expansion
will include a new inpatient tower, four new operating
theatres, a new surgery recovery centre and 96 extra
beds, including Casey’s first intensive care unit. This
significant expansion will enable Casey Hospital to
treat 12 000 more patents, conduct 8000 more surgeries
and support 500 more births.
I note that the member for Gembrook, who did not
seem overly concerned about the hospital’s needs when
in government, asked a question of the Treasurer about
the funding provided in the state budget for this vital
project. The Treasurer replied:
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On page 76 of budget paper 3, in table 1.13, under ‘Casey
Hospital expansion’, there it is: the total estimated investment
(TEI) is $106 million, and the note says ‘TEI includes
funding held in contingency pending completion of business
planning and development’. It could not be clearer.

Yet despite this, we have the Leader of the Opposition
scampering out to Casey to have his photo taken with
the member for Gembrook for the local papers,
feigning concern about projects the coalition never
funded in a community it neglected and short-changed,
year after year. It is quite concerning that these two
seem to be either unable to read or extremely
short-sighted as the funding for Casey Hospital is right
there. Labor built Casey Hospital, and I can assure local
families that we are now getting on with expanding it
for our growing local community.

Nuran Zorlu
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — I pay tribute to
Nuran Zorlu, a Turkish-born Armenian photographer
who currently has an exhibition on display in Queen’s
Hall. The exhibition, A Journey to Armenia, reflects
Armenian architecture from Armenia, Iran and eastern
Turkey. I pay tribute to the Armenian community in
Australia and Gary Keisoglu, who has helped draw the
exhibition together. I commend the exhibition to
members.

Bayley House
Mr THOMPSON — I pay tribute to Kate Savage,
who helped convene a fundraiser for Bayley House last
Friday. Bayley House does some great work in the
southern region of Melbourne, providing programs and
accommodation support for people with disabilities,
including those with Down syndrome.

Highett Bowls Club
Mr THOMPSON — I pay tribute to the Highett
Bowls Club and its members on their innovative
programs to build and strengthen the club during
2015–16. I wish them every success with their work.

Fluker post research project
Mr THOMPSON — I pay tribute to Dr Martin
Fluker, who developed the Fluker post research project,
a community environmental monitoring program based
on citizen science, which allows community members
to contribute towards the ongoing care of various
natural environments by taking photographs from fixed
photo points, called Fluker points, and emailing them to
FlukerPost@gmail.com, and having them arranged in
chronological order within a Picasa web album.
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Eltham East Primary School
Ms WARD (Eltham) — On Monday morning I was
lucky enough to present Eltham East Primary School
with a $3000 grant that it received through the
Ride2School program. This money will enable the
school to install new bicycle parking rails, which is just
fantastic. This is a wonderful, active school with the
gorgeous Woodridge Linear Park close by. It is a
wonderful reserve perfect for riding and walking to
school. It was a fantastic way to start my day, listening
to the whole school body display their wonderful voices
through song. There may be some in this place who are
not aware of the exceptional choir the school creates
each year, and has done for decades. It is proudly one
of Australia’s foremost children’s choirs. In 2011, some
may recall, the choir sang at the inauguration of the
previous Victorian Governor, the Honourable Alex
Chernov.
I strongly advise all members in this place to visit the
school, see their fantastic public artworks on display,
such as their new mural celebrating the beauty of
Montsalvat — yet another local treasure that we have in
this electorate — and listen to this magnificent choir.
We have wonderful schools in my electorate, across the
whole electorate, and absolutely fantastic kids. Eltham
East Primary School is a shining example of the
excellence that can be achieved by our public schools
when they have got fantastic staff and a community that
supports them wholeheartedly.

Kew electorate infrastructure funding
Mr T. SMITH (Kew) — I condemn the Labor
budget for its inability to fund both Kew High School,
which is a very needy high school in my electorate
requiring a new science centre, and the Kew East
Primary School, which is lacking significant
infrastructure upgrades. It was incredibly disappointing
that both those schools were overlooked in this sham
budget. What is most concerning, though, is that at the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee hearings
recently the Minister for Planning failed to guarantee
that in his review of neighbourhood residential zones
there would be no loss of amenity in neighbourhood
residential protections in the Kew electorate. This is of
grave concern to the constituents of the Kew electorate
and indeed more broadly across the Boroondara
municipality, as 76 per cent of Boroondara has the
highest level of residential amenity in Victoria. That
amenity is under grave threat from a Labor government
that does not care about the city of Boroondara.
An upgrade of the Chandler Highway bridge has been
promised in this budget, but only $2 million in funding
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has been provided. We have no traffic management
plan, and we have no construction management plan.
One wonders how this project will be constructed in
this electorate without huge problems in the Kew
Junction area and indeed on Princes Street and more
broadly down Power Street and Denmark Street. This
will create traffic chaos, and if it is not well thought
through, it will create havoc across Kew and indeed in
the electorate of Northcote. We want a traffic
management plan, and we want it now.

Greek and Australian war veterans
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) — I would like to
acknowledge the deep and lasting affection that exists
between Australia and Greece, which was forged
largely by our shared experiences during wartime. It is
not widely known here, but Gallipoli was actually a
part of ancient Greece and was named Kallipolis, or
beautiful city. From the early days at Gallipoli, Greece
hosted troops and medical staff at the nearby island of
Lemnos. Wounded soldiers were treated there and
hundreds of Anzacs who paid the ultimate price now
rest in Greek soil.
The Second World War saw Australians fighting
alongside locals against the invasion of Greece. The
hospitality and warmth provided to Australian troops is
well documented. The battle for Crete resulted in many
Australians being taken prisoner by the Germans in
1941. At huge personal risk, hundreds of troops were
hidden and supported by local families and at the
monastery at Prevelli. This included the first Indigenous
Australian to become a commissioned officer in the
Australian Army, Lieutenant Reg Saunders. Another
was Private Geoffrey Edwards, who escaped prison
with Private Bill McCarrey. Eventually rescued, but
forever thankful, Mr Edwards established a town in
Western Australia and named it Prevelly. Later, with
community support, he built a Greek chapel there. I was
fortunate to visit this chapel recently. It is a poignant
and lasting testament to the Greek-Australian
connection.
Thousands of men and women of Greek birth or
heritage have served with Australian forces and they
have done both countries proud. They are people like
Nicholas Rodakis, Peter Rados, Cleopatra Ioanou,
James Zampelis and Angelo Barbouttis. Australians
and Greeks know of our shared commitment to
democracy and freedom, the battles we have fought and
the blood we have jointly shed to preserve our common
ideals and values.
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Parliament email system
Ms STALEY (Ripon) — I have been advised that
next month we will at last all migrate from the archaic,
and in my case deeply unloved, Lotus Notes to
Microsoft Outlook. Recently I attended the Avoca
Anzac Day races. I remind the house how important it
is that Avoca get its third race meeting reinstated. At
the races I sat with the Honourable Joe Helper, my
predecessor in this place and a strong supporter of
racing at Avoca. I happened to mention Lotus Notes
was on the way out. Joe slammed his hand onto his
forehead in disgust. This had been a key piece of
unfinished business for him — and as soon as he had
left this place his fervent desire was being fulfilled. I
wonder if you, Speaker, could arrange for a ceremonial
copy of the disk to be sent to Joe, presumably for him
to burn.

Maryborough Shine On awards
Ms STALEY — I attend many fabulous community
events in Ripon every week. However, last Sunday I
was enormously privileged to attend the Rotary
Southern District 2015 Shine On awards at the
Maryborough Highland Society. The Shine On awards
recognise exceptional volunteering by those with a
disability. Among those recognised were two inspiring
people from the Ripon electorate, Valerie Lorenzi and
Sharni Digby. Like the other awardees from other
regions, Valerie and Sharni volunteer across multiple
organisations and also work and study. Their
community involvement shows there are no barriers to
volunteering. As well as to the awardees, I want to pay
tribute to Maryborough Rotary who hosted this event.

Coburg North Primary School
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) — I rise to
acknowledge the dedication and vision of the Coburg
North Primary School community. In the seven years
since 2007 the school’s student population has grown
by a staggering 147 per cent, and that is expected to
continue. It is clear that the school has a fabulous parent
community which raises money for the school and
invests in additional facilities and resources to try to
meet the increasing demand.
I recently had the opportunity to introduce the Deputy
Premier, who is also the Minister for Education, to this
school community. Members of the school council and
a team of students delivered an impressive presentation
outlining their strategic vision for the school. Owen,
who is a member of the school council and also an
architect and school planner, delivered a fabulous
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presentation eloquently mapping out the school’s vision
for the future and master plan.
A lot of effort went into preparing for this visit. I would
particularly like to acknowledge the efforts of the
outgoing school council president, Blair Hocking, and
new president, Jo Harrison, as well as principal Helen
Zull and school captains Sayo and Jack. I would like to
acknowledge Signora Jackie, who put on an
enthusiastic musical performance in Italian, and the
families who made biscotti for the Deputy Premier.
They certainly know how to get to an Italian Deputy
Premier’s heart. I congratulate the school community
for a fabulous visit and look forward to continuing to
work with the Coburg North Primary School
community.

Healesville youth centre
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — Last Friday I was
delighted to attend the official opening of The Lounge,
a youth drop-in centre at the Salvation Army
Healesville premises. Congratulations go to Lieutenant
Sarah Eldridge for her part in bringing the centre to
fruition. Sarah, in her typical style, underplays her role
and influence. Presented with the opportunity to work
with students at Healesville High School following the
fires, Sarah engaged with students who required a little
bit extra. She oozes warmth, caring and passion and
possesses the wonderful gift of being able to understand
and respond to those in need. At the same time she was
able to identify gaps in what was available to young
people locally. Having identified the need, Sarah was
able to secure funding through the Salvation Army so
that its ageing hall could to be transformed into a
wonderful youth hangout. I was impressed by the
number of young people who actively assisted in the
transformation process.
I was also inspired and touched by the young people
who spoke about what the Salvation Army means to
them. Eliza Owen’s passion for the project was evident,
even if she feels she will never lift another paintbrush.
It is pleasing to see she has been appointed to the role
of youth transitional worker with the Salvation Army
for the coming year. Rhyannon Dixon spoke openly
and honestly about the lows in her life and the hope she
now has as a result of her involvement with the
Salvation Army. She told me of her desire to undertake
a make-up course, and I wish her all the best. Meaghan
Beales, Daniel Garth and year 9 student Sarah Martin
are each to be commended for their addresses; public
speaking is not easy. I look forward to dropping in on
the odd occasion to chat with the kids who are just
hanging out, and I am so pleased to know that the Red
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Shield Appeal has some great future volunteers in
Healesville.

Jill Bilston
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) — I rise
today to pay tribute to an outstanding community
advocate for the arts from Melbourne’s west. Jill
Bilston is the unstoppable centre manager of the Louis
Joel Arts and Community Centre, and through her work
she has made a spectacular contribution to the vibrancy
of life in Melbourne’s west. Jill is retiring this week
from the Louis Joel centre, having managed it since its
infancy, and though a break is well earnt, she will be
sadly missed.
The Louis Joel centre was formed in 1997 through the
hard work of the Hobsons Bay Community
Advancement Co-operative, which campaigned
tirelessly to preserve the site of the former Altona
hospital for the use of the local community. Jill has
overseen much growth and change at the centre,
managing renovations and expansions along with
countless gallery exhibitions and community meetings.
I have no doubt that without Jill’s tenacity and
commitment, the Louis Joel centre would not be half
what it is today. Her contribution is immeasurable.
Jill’s passion and hard work has impacted on many in
our community, and its impact has spread across the
world. In 2012 Jill travelled with other members of the
Louis Joel centre to Bwindi in Uganda. Working with a
local co-operative, they set up the Bwindi sewing
project, teaching sewing skills and producing items to
be sold in Australia. This project has helped to socially
and economically empower the women of Bwindi and
provided funds for power and water to be connected to
the Bwindi community centre. Jill is a champion of the
arts, of the community and of Melbourne’s west. We
will miss her, and I thank her for her fantastic
contribution.

ENVIRONMENT, NATURAL RESOURCES
AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE
Membership
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Halfpenny) —
Order! The Speaker has received the resignation of
Mr Battin from the Environment, Natural Resources
and Regional Development Committee effective from
today.
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STATEMENTS ON REPORTS
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
budget estimates 2015–16 (hearings alert)
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — It is a pleasure to
rise for what is my first statement on a committee report
in this Parliament and to refer to the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee (PAEC) report entitled
2015–16 Budget Estimates Hearings Alert Report,
which was tabled by the chair about half an hour ago.
This is obviously the first report of the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee in the 58th Parliament. This
year the committee celebrates 120 years as a committee
of this Parliament; its early predecessor was of course
the Public Accounts Committee, which later had the
estimates process added to it.
This report is very much about the estimates process,
with 50-plus hours of hearings — I think it is 54 or
55 hours we are up to now — over 10 days. Some of it
is fairly intense, some of it is fairly acrimonious, but
thankfully despite all of that the members of the
committee are all still talking to one another, which is
always helpful because we are now at a point where we
must engage in substantive deliberations and present
the final report.
As members will note, this is a very brief report. The
first PAEC report that I saw from estimates was about
the size of a phone book, because that included all of
the transcript of the hearings, whereas this is more in
the format favoured by the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee, an alert report. This is a slim
volume of 24 pages in total, but it does provide a
summary of the hearings and a summary of who was
there.
If members are seeking to refer to this report solely in
their preparation for the forthcoming budget debate,
they should also be aware that most of the transcripts
are now up on the committee’s website. There may be
some delays because of course transcripts require
verification, but most are there, as are most of the
presentations that were produced for the committee.
That is a valuable resource if you are wanting to dig
more deeply into a particular portfolio; those
presentations are often a useful reference.
I wish to acknowledge all members of the committee.
As I mentioned, we are still talking to one another, and
we managed I think to work together to achieve what
we needed to do individually but also to achieve what
the committee needed to do, and that was to pursue the
facts. I particularly acknowledge the support and the
efforts of the member for Gippsland South,
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Mr O’Brien, and the member for Kew, Mr Smith, both
of whom were first-time members of the committee and
provided great support to me. This is now my fifth set
of hearings, and it is probably one too many at least —
or probably five too many if the truth be known.
Certainly they provided great support, and they have I
think both developed in the role, so I thank them for
their work.
There were some challenges to this inquiry. The
committee was very, very late in being formed. If you
go back and look at previous parliaments, PAEC was
generally formed within a couple of months of the
election. This committee was not formed until April, so
the departmental questionnaires were not able to go out,
and that was a significant impediment to effective
questioning of ministers and the pursuit of issues with
the departments. We simply did not have that
information in front of us. Those questionnaires will of
course be available for consideration as we prepare the
report, but they will not be available for members in the
coming budget debate.
There were also some issues as a consequence of that
late formation with the Victorian Auditor-General’s
Office and its ability to progress its inquiries, but that is
a separate issue to the estimates process. The
deliberations were also of course complicated by the
extensive machinery of government changes. They are
entirely reasonable and justified from the government’s
point of view, but it does complicate the process. The
report before the house provides a good guide to the
changes that have been made with regard to machinery
of government.
I will conclude by thanking particularly the committee
staff, Valerie Cheong and her team, and Hansard and
security for their support during the hearings.

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
budget estimates 2015–16 (hearings alert)
Mr D. O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) — I too am
pleased to rise on the budget estimates hearings alert
report, and I endorse the comments that the member for
Mornington has made. As a new member of Parliament
and a new member of the committee, this was also a
great opportunity for me to learn more about the
government process and to get an insight into Labor’s
thinking on the budget, as well as to get a, shall we say,
helicopter view of government and everything that
occurs throughout the very many different portfolios.
From a budget perspective clearly I had an eye on my
own electorate of Gippsland South. I guess there were
mixed results in the budget and also through the
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estimates hearings. We were very happy to receive the
funding for the completion of the construction of Sale
Specialist School and were also pleased to receive — I
think the minister has just left the chamber —
confirmation that one of the ambulance stations to be
upgraded will be the Sale ambulance station. Certainly
that is needed. However, on the downside there was
nothing for upgrades for the Korumburra and
Leongatha secondary colleges. We discovered that the
Macalister Irrigation District 2030 project is not funded.
Indeed the minister told us that a business case was not
provided to the government ahead of the budget, which
was somewhat concerning and a little bit surprising.
Members were also able to quiz a minister on the
Gippsland Lakes Environment Fund, which was funded
for one year at the last minute, but it has not been
funded beyond that. Indeed on a number of occasions
throughout the hearings, in response to our questioning
on why there was only one year of funding, ministers
said, ‘That will be in next year’s budget. That is why
we have a budget every year’. As we pointed out at the
time, there is a four-year budget cycle for very good
reason, and we will be watching those items very
carefully next year to see whether funding is provided
for them.
It was also disappointing to note that there is no funding
for the northern towns water project in my electorate to
shore up the water supplies for Korumburra, Nyora,
Loch and Poowong. Overall the hearings also revealed
this is a fairly poor budget for rural and regional
Victoria. Just 1.7 per cent of the capital spend in the
health budget has gone to regional hospitals, and that is
just for one regional hospital, in Ballarat — just one.
Few schools have been funded at the edges of the state,
in the north-west and the east. Most concerning for all
of country Victoria, but particularly for my electorate of
Gippsland South, are the 10 per cent cut in road
maintenance and the axing of the country roads and
bridges program. The minister could not even identify
where the so-called $1 billion over eight years for
country roads was in the budget. I suspect that is simply
because it is not there. That is very concerning.
One of the biggest revelations for me in the hearings
was the evidence of the Minister for Training and
Skills, who, whilst promoting some of the funding from
the TAFE Rescue Fund, had to acknowledge that in
fact, after all its complaining about TAFE and the
vocational and education training sector under the
previous government, this government is providing
exactly the same amount of funding for subsidies this
year — that is, $1.2 billion and not a single extra dollar.
And the targets showed not one single extra trainee to
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be trained, which is just extraordinary after all we have
heard from the government.

Mr T. SMITH — Yes, I do. She drove us all mad,
but she was there to do a job and she did it well.

The hearing process was good. I was disappointed as a
new member to see some things. The government
promised to remove Dorothy Dixers from Parliament,
but this time around in the committee process
government members continued to ask Dorothy Dixers,
and it took up a lot of time. Indeed the first question
from the chair each time was about the government’s
priorities, which the minister had almost invariably just
gone through in great detail in their presentation, so we
did waste a lot of time. I look forward to moving next
year to more of a Senate-style estimates process. That
will be much more beneficial for the Parliament
generally.

The serious point is that we had to endure a 10-minute
presentation from the minister and then a Dorothy
Dixer from the member for Essendon, which frankly
went on for hours. It was pretty embarrassing when you
had ministers there who frankly had no idea what they
were talking about reading lengthy answers. The
Treasurer actually did not. The Treasurer’s performance
was quite reasonable, I must say — he is here today.

However, I would like to thank my colleagues. There
was good camaraderie on the committee, despite some
more robust moments, as the member for Mornington
has alluded to. I would particularly like to thank
Ms Shing for her 600-plus points of order throughout
the hearings — you could almost time it by your watch
when Ms Shing was going to jump to her feet,
metaphorically speaking, and raise points of order —
and for her lashings of mock outrage, which the
member for Kew and I both enjoyed. I thank the chair,
the member for Essendon, for being mostly fair in his
deliberations. I also thank the member for Mornington
on our behalf for his wise counsel and guidance to all of
us.

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
budget estimates 2015–16 (hearings alert)
Mr T. SMITH (Kew) — It is my pleasure to rise to
speak on the tabling of the initial Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee report for this financial year and
to pay tribute to my coalition colleagues on the
committee, the members for Mornington and Gippsland
South, who did an outstanding job in trying
circumstances. They had to put up with me for two
weeks straight, which is no mean feat.
I thank the member for Mornington in particular for his
guidance and wise counsel — particularly after I
thumped the table on a number of occasions and he
reminded me of what it did to the eardrums of the
Hansard reporters. I also wish to place on the record my
genuine thanks to the Labor members on the
committee: the member for Oakleigh, the member for
Essendon, and the member for Eltham, and in particular
a member for Eastern Victoria Region in the other
place, Ms Shing, who drove us all mad.
Ms Ward — You loved her.

One of the highlights for me was when the Treasurer
was batting on about how Labor members, the great
economic managers, brought a AAA credit rating to
Victoria. I made the observation, ‘Treasurer, didn’t you
bankrupt the joint almost 20 years ago?’. They did; but
he then piped up and said, ‘Were you even born then,
member for Kew?’. I said, ‘I was actually, Treasurer. I
was born, thank you, and I remember it very well’.
There I was enjoying the banter with the Treasurer of
Victoria — and they did bankrupt Victoria. I just want
to get that on the record: they did, and shame on them.
There were some other outstanding performances at the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee hearings.
The Minister for Youth Affairs had no idea what the
youth unemployment rate was. I am the youngest
member of the parliamentary Liberal Party, and it
concerned me greatly that Ms Mikakos had absolutely
no idea what the youth unemployment rate was. The
poor thing looked like a stunned mullet. Every time we
asked her, ‘What’s the youth unemployment rate?’, the
poor thing had not the foggiest idea. The officials were
all looking up the budget papers, saying, ‘Where is it?
Where is it?’. They had no idea. The officials did not
know. She did not know. It was really disappointing.
They could not google it.
Now to Mr Jennings, a member for Southern
Metropolitan Region in the other place, who is the
Cardinal Wolsey of this government. You would think
the Special Minister of State could tell you how much
the machinery of government changes had cost the
taxpayer. He had no idea — or if he did know, he
would not tell us. Cardinal Wolsey would not tell us
how much his mob’s changes have cost us all. He could
not name the cost. It was really disappointing, because I
would have thought that a key role of the public
accounts committee is to get an understanding of the
sweeping changes that have occurred within the public
sector from 1 January this year. They are sweeping
changes. They are the biggest in a decade — I think
that is correct. Quite frankly, Cardinal Wolsey did not
answer the question — or he could not answer the
question.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Halfpenny) —
Order! I ask the member for Kew to refer to members
in this house and the other house by their proper names.
Mr T. SMITH — I apologise, Acting Speaker. The
Special Minister of State would not answer the
question, which was quite disappointing given that he is
running the government. Anyway, that is another
matter.
Police are another issue that we touched upon at length.
The Minister for Police would not indicate how many
new police officers would be brought on by this new
government. I was not even convinced that police
numbers would grow in conjunction with population
growth, which is profoundly concerning to us on this
side of the house. There are 15 new police in one small
community of Victoria. We stand for increasing police
numbers across Victoria to protect the Victorian
community.
That is only a brief snapshot of the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee hearings for this year, and I look
forward to further hearings.

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
budget estimates 2015–16 (hearings alert)
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — I welcome the
opportunity to comment on this first report in this
Parliament of the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee (PAEC). PAEC is a very valuable and
longstanding committee of the Parliament. I have had
the privilege to serve on the committee and its
predecessor, the Economic and Budget Review
Committee, at various times in previous years.
I have always valued the constructive approach that
members of the committee across parties have
generally taken towards the work of the committee and
the importance of the committee’s scrutiny of
government expenditure, holding governments of all
persuasions to account and keeping the public informed
as to how the government is acquitting its
responsibilities and about the dynamics of the budget.
I have to say I was appalled and disappointed by my
observation of the committee’s performance during this
year’s hearing. Members of the committee who have
spoken this morning have been generally restrained and
complimentary of other members. Having sat in on the
committee during the hearings relating to the industrial
relations portfolio, I was aghast at the amount of
filibustering, interjection and time wasting that
government members of the committee took part in. It
was a quantum change from my experience of the
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committee in previous years, regardless of who was in
government. Frankly, it was a quite blatant attempt to
shut down and gag the committee’s scrutiny of the
government’s conduct.
I was particularly keen to hear, during the half-hour that
was allotted to the industrial relations portfolio, the
minister discuss the crucial question of the
government’s relationship with the union movement
and the implications that has for the estimates and for
projected wage costs. It was important to have the
Minister for Industrial Relations, who has now taken on
responsibility for wages policy, put on the record and
explain to the committee and to the community the new
government’s policy. However, instead of hearing any
explanation from her on the subject, the filibustering
over that half-hour period made it impossible for any
information to be obtained. Instead we have to rely on
what the Treasurer had to say to the committee earlier
in the process, which at least was an attempt to put
something on the public record about that issue.
The other aspect that arises out of the committee’s
report that has just been tabled is it rightly gives
attention to the substantial machinery of overnment
changes that have taken place under this government. I
certainly hope future reports by the committee will
examine this issue in further detail because there have
been some significant changes that have not been fully
scrutinised or justified on the public record so far. I will
mention briefly two of those, the first of which is the
decision to combine the Department of Health and the
Department of Human Services.
Those two departments were established separately
under a former Labor government for good reason —
that is, to allow a proper focus in the area of human
services on important issues such as child protection,
for which the Department of Human Services had
responsibility, and to avoid those issues being swamped
by the numerically, in expenditure terms, larger
responsibilities of health. For no clear reason those two
departments, which had continued separately under the
previous government, were recombined. The cost and,
even more significantly, the consequences in terms of
service delivery for the former human services areas of
responsibility need to be examined and further reported
on by PAEC.
The other area which has not been probed in the public
arena relates to some of the responsibilities that have
been moved from the Department of Treasury and
Finance to the Department of Premier and Cabinet,
which are identified at page 5 of the report.
Responsibilities relating to infrastructure planning, for
example, have been taken away from the Department of
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Treasury and Finance and moved to the Department of
Premier and Cabinet. Even more striking, the
responsibility for the Victorian Competition and
Efficiency Commission has been removed from the
Department of Treasury and Finance and transferred to
the Department of Premier and Cabinet, again for no
apparent reason, stripping the Treasurer of an important
role that treasurers previously exercised. I certainly
hope subsequent reports of the committee will follow
up on such issues that have been identified in this first
report.

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
budget estimates 2015–16 (hearings alert)
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I rise to make a
contribution on the report by the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee (PAEC) tabled this morning. The
committee is a feature of our parliamentary system, and
I congratulate the committee for going about its work,
albeit in difficult circumstances. Having read some of
the transcript, I support the comments of the member
for Gippsland South concerning Dorothy Dixers. We
could probably learn a lot more about the machinery of
government and the budget if Dorothy Dixers were
dispensed with and we got down to the business of
finding out the truth of the matter on so many things.
This PAEC report highlighted to me that this is a
budget that is not about regional Victoria — or if it is,
regional Victoria has been defined as ending at Ballarat
and Bendigo in the north, and that is not acceptable.
Agriculture spending is down 11.9 per cent, and I note
that the Minister for Agriculture was quizzed on a
number of these issues. I make the point that the value
of agriculture to Victoria’s economy is growing and is
significant. To cut spending on agriculture is not in the
interests of Victoria. I will give members an example of
the impact of the budget.
The almond industry is one of Victoria’s great
horticultural success stories; 70 per cent of Australia’s
almonds are grown in Victoria and they represent an
industry worth over $500 million. For the last year the
almond industry has been saying that it is time for the
establishment of an almond centre of excellence. The
negotiations were well underway for it to be established
in Mildura, but because of that budget cut it has slipped
through the fingers of Victoria and has gone to South
Australia, where 30 per cent of almonds are grown and
where most of the almond research will be done. I am
concerned that in the long term that will not be in
Victoria’s interest.
What stood out in the transcript of the session on
regional development was the minister’s claim that,

1567

while 2.9 per cent of the infrastructure spend is for
regional Victoria, part of the Melbourne Metro rail cost
could be attributed to regional Victoria. It is really
drawing a long bow to say that a tunnel through the
middle of Melbourne is a part of regional Victoria’s
infrastructure. I think that will astound people in
regional Victoria. If and when that project happens, we
will be staggered to see any of the money for that
project attributed to regional Victoria.
On rail, the Murray Basin rail project was discussed at
some length during the PAEC hearings. At this stage I
think there are some concerns about the project. The
government has committed to it, and the coalition made
provision for it through the sale of the Rural Finance
Corporation, which was sold for in excess of
$400 million to provide a benefit to regional Victoria.
The premier project is the Murray Basin rail project,
and the current government has committed to that
project. However, in the budget we find there is
provision for $30 million for maintenance and a lot of
references to government completing the project, but
we do not have that comfort of it being in the forward
estimates. That means we will have to wait until next
year’s budget and next year’s PAEC hearings to probe
this issue in more detail.
Ken Wakefield was mentioned in the transcript. Ken
operates a horticultural express out of Mildura to
Melbourne three nights a week for containerised
produce, which includes some of that $500 million
worth of almonds along with citrus, table grapes,
cottonseed, grain and just about everything else that
happens to be grown within 100 kilometres of Mildura.
Ken, too, is concerned about the future of this project.
He is extremely supportive of the project, and I know
he is very keen to engage with government to see the
project completed. It is vitally important to Mildura’s
future to have horticultural produce moved effectively
and efficiently from Mildura to the port of Melbourne
and then overseas.
I am also concerned about rural roads. There has been
talk of $1 billion for rural roads, but when the minister
was questioned on that, he could not point to it in the
budget. That is of great concern to people who know
how important roads are to country Victoria. The
government has spruiked the fact that money is
available, but when the question was asked the finger
could not point to where it will come from. That shows
the value of PAEC — to bring into clear view what can
and cannot be promised.
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Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
budget estimates 2015–16 (hearings alert)
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) — I am very pleased to
rise this morning to make a very brief contribution on
the first report of the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee (PAEC) in this the 58th Parliament. The
report entitled 2015–16 Budget Estimates Hearings
Alert Report was tabled in this place this morning.
Essentially the report provides a summary of the public
hearings that took place in the middle two weeks of the
month of May.
I will start by congratulating all the members of the
committee, the staff of the committee, the Hansard staff
and others who were involved in accommodating the
public hearings that went for those two weeks in May
on the great job they did. I came in on a few occasions
to see different witnesses giving evidence and at other
times in the comfort of my own office I listened with
great interest to a number of the ministers’
contributions and to the questioning of those ministers.
Having served on the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee for the four years of the last Parliament, I
understand the enormous amount of work that is
involved, particularly during the month of May when
all the members of that committee, as well as the staff
and others involved in the hearings, spend the whole
month in the Parliament building, with two weeks of
sittings and two weeks of public hearings. It is no mean
feat for them to come in and diligently go about their
duties during the course of those public hearings.
As I said, it was interesting to observe from afar this
time the questions asked of the ministers and the
answers — or the non-answers in many cases — given
by them, and to see the amount of work that had gone
into the preparation of those questions. It was also
interesting to hear more information in relation to
various budget matters as they arose. Disappointingly
for me there was very little in the state budget for my
electorate of Forest Hill, and it is also likely very little
will come out for Forest Hill in the future. That is a
disappointment, and other members on this side of the
house share that view as well.
In relation to the process, to me as an independent
observer this year, observing from afar as well as when
I was in the room, it seemed to be a little less
professional than it had been during the last Parliament
when it was under the great stewardship and
chairmanship of my colleague the member for
Mornington. I suppose everyone was finding their feet,
but the level of interjections was extraordinary. In my
view it did not enable the hearings to flow all that well,
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and ministers were interrupted on a continual basis,
meaning they were not able to answer fully some of the
questions put to them. That is disappointing. We can
harken back to last year’s hearings, I think it was, when
one member of the committee, the then member for
Lyndhurst, now the Attorney-General, told the
committee adamantly that a series of reforms would be
made by a future Labor government in relation to how
the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee public
hearings would be held. Of course none of those have
happened. Among the key things he was saying, if I
recall correctly, was that there would be no Dorothy
Dixers, that departmental officials would be able to be
directly quizzed and that there would be all these
so-called initiatives — none of which have transpired.
It will be interesting for us as a Parliament and certainly
for PAEC to see whether these improvements are made
in the future. There will be lots of budget hearings, but I
certainly will not be holding my breath. Nevertheless I
congratulate the PAEC members and commend the
report.

DELIVERING VICTORIAN
INFRASTRUCTURE (PORT OF
MELBOURNE LEASE TRANSACTION)
BILL 2015
Statement of compatibility
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the charter), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Delivering
Victorian Infrastructure (Port of Melbourne Lease
Transaction) Bill 2015 (bill).
In my opinion, the bill, as introduced to the Legislative
Assembly, is compatible with the human rights protected by
the charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this
statement.
Overview
The primary purposes of the bill are to authorise and facilitate
the leasing of land and disposal of other assets of the Port of
Melbourne Corporation to a private sector entity and to
amend existing legislation to provide for an appropriate
regulatory regime for the port of Melbourne.
Specifically, the bill (clause 131) inserts a new part 5C
(Regulation of activities in the port of Melbourne) which is
comprised of sections 88X to 88ZO in the Port Management
Act 1995, which provides:
a port operator directions regime authorising the port of
Melbourne operator to issue directions that regulate or
prohibit certain activities in the leased port of Melbourne
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land for the purpose of maintaining or improving safety
and security at the port;
an information gathering regime authorising the port of
Melbourne operator to issue directions requiring
specified persons to provide relevant information for
allowable purposes.
For the purposes of this statement of compatibility, all
references to ‘port’ are references to ‘leased port of
Melbourne land’ as defined in the bill (see clause 78).
Human rights issues
Freedom of movement and right to liberty and security
Freedom of movement under section 12 of the charter
provides that every person has the right to move freely within
Victoria. The right to liberty and security under section 21 of
the charter provides that a person must not be deprived of
their liberty except on grounds and in accordance with
procedures established by law.
Section 12 (freedom of movement) and section 21 (right to
liberty and security) of the charter may be engaged by the
operation of the bill (section 88Y) which empowers the port
of Melbourne operator to issue directions regulating or
prohibiting activities such as the driving, stopping and
parking of vehicles, the movement, handling or storage of
goods and any activity that may pose a risk to safety or
security on the port.
The port of Melbourne operator may enforce compliance with
a port operator direction by removing from the port any
person who is contravening the direction.
The power to remove a person from the port does not
authorise the port of Melbourne operator to detain or hold
individuals for any length of time. In addition, compliance
with a port operator direction is not mandatory where
compliance would result in the person contravening a
requirement imposed by or under an act.
The underlying purpose of this power is to maintain or
improve safety and security at the port. Any interference with
people’s freedom of movement or liberty and security is
carefully balanced against the important purpose of
minimising safety and security risks to persons on the port.
Access by members of the public to the port is limited,
therefore the degree to which these rights may be engaged
will be minimal in any event.
To the extent that an individual person might be temporarily
deprived of his or her liberty when being removed from the
port, the bill provides that such enforcement action must be
on reasonable grounds, and in accordance with procedures
established under the bill.
For these reasons, I consider any interference with a person’s
freedom of movement and right to liberty and security to be
reasonable in the circumstances.
Right to privacy and reputation
Section 13(a) of the charter provides that a person has the
right not to have his or her privacy unlawfully or arbitrarily
interfered with.
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Clause 131 of bill (section 88ZD) provides the port of
Melbourne operator and its authorised officers with powers of
entry at the port at any time to ascertain whether a direction
has been complied with or contravened or to do anything that
the operator is authorised to do to enforce compliance with a
port operator direction.
Entry powers exercised properly and with authorisation, will
be crucial to the performance of the functions of the port of
Melbourne operator and its authorised officers to ensure the
safety and security of persons and activities at the port is
maintained and improved.
In practice, the exercise of the power to enter will be limited
to non-residential premises at the port, and the degree to
which the premises, and the things kept there, can be said to
raise an expectation of personal privacy or property is
minimal, especially in the regulatory context.
In addition, the bill provides an accountability and
transparency safeguard that any exercise of the entry power
by the port of Melbourne operator is a matter which is
reportable to the minister within three months after the end of
each six-month period ending on 30 June or 31 December,
beginning the year 2015 (section 88ZG). Publication of
reportable matters must not include information that identifies
a person (or is likely to lead to the identification of a person)
who has contravened a port operator direction
(section 88ZH).
Authorised officers must also carry and produce identity cards
before exercising their powers or if asked to do so by a person
(section 88ZO).
To the extent that the bill could enable a person’s privacy or
property to be interfered with, which is likely to be minimal, I
consider this limitation to be reasonable in the circumstances
as it is neither unlawful nor arbitrary.
Lastly, clause 131 of the bill (section 88ZI) authorises the port
of Melbourne operator to issue information directions
requiring specified port users to provide relevant information
for allowable purposes which does not include or relate to
personal information. Accordingly, the right to privacy is not
engaged in this context.
Right to property
Section 20 of the charter provides that a person must not be
deprived of their property otherwise than in accordance with
the law.
Clause 131 of the bill (section 88ZA) engages the right to
property in section 20 of the charter because the port of
Melbourne operator is empowered to enforce compliance
with a port operator direction by removing from or moving
within the port any vehicle that is stopped or parked and any
goods stored in contravention of the direction. The power
includes the power to place the vehicle or goods in secure
storage pending return of the vehicle or goods to their owner.
The Port of Management Act 1995 also provides important
safeguards regarding people’s property, including that all
reasonable enquiries must be made to establish the identity or
location of the owner of vehicles or goods (including
advertising) and the owner must be compensated if the
vehicle or goods are disposed of.
Given access to the port by members of the public is limited,
the degree to which vehicles or goods on the port can be said
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to raise an expectation of personal property is minimal,
especially in the regulatory context.
To the extent that the bill could enable a person’s property to
be interfered with in this context, I consider that as the bill
clearly prescribes the circumstances in which vehicles or
goods can be removed and securely stored, any deprivation of
property is not unlawful.
Right to be presumed innocent
Section 25(1) of the charter provides that a person charged
with a criminal offence has the right to be presumed innocent
until proved guilty according to law.
Clause 131 of the bill (section 88ZK) provides that it is an
offence for a person, without reasonable excuse, to fail to
comply with an information direction given to the person
under division 3 of part 8 of the bill.
This provision enables a person who has a reasonable excuse
to escape liability for what would otherwise be unlawful
conduct and operates as a protection against the strict
operation of the obligation to comply with an information
direction. Consequently, the reasonable excuse exception
provides a safeguard against an inappropriate application of
the offence.
Where an accused wishes to rely on a reasonable excuse to
avoid liability they will need to present or point to evidence
that suggests a reasonable possibility of its existence.
However, the provision does not transfer the legal burden of
proof to the accused. Once an accused has pointed to such
evidence, the prosecution will be required to prove there was
no reasonable excuse.
An evidential onus on a defendant to raise a defence does not
usually limit the presumption of innocence. For these reasons,
I consider that the placing of an evidentiary burden on a
person is not likely to constitute a limit on the right in
section 25(1) of the charter.
Further, even if this were found to limit the right, the
limitation would likely be reasonable and justifiable under
section 7(2) of the charter, because there are no less restrictive
means available to the port of Melbourne operator to obtain
information for the allowable purposes under the bill.
Right to protection against self-incrimination and right to fair
trial
Section 25(2)(k) of the charter provides that a person who has
been charged with a criminal offence has the right not to be
compelled to testify against himself or herself or to confess
guilt. This is also an aspect of the right to a fair trial protected
by section 24 of the charter which provides that a person
charged with a criminal offence or a party to a civil
proceeding has the right to have the charge or proceeding
decided by a competent, independent and impartial court or
tribunal after a fair and public hearing.
In my view, the right to a fair hearing is not engaged in
relation to directions given by the port of Melbourne operator
to a person under the bill. Nevertheless, this right is relevant
to clauses of the bill relating to the subsequent use of
information obtained under a direction to provide
information.
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The bill authorises the port of Melbourne operator to issue
information directions requiring specified persons to provide
relevant information that the port of Melbourne operator
reasonably requires for allowable purposes, including
monitoring compliance with port operator directions,
determining liability for wharfage and channel fees,
compiling statistics and coordinating communication at the
port (relevant information). The specified persons are a
limited number, and comprise masters of vessels berthing at
the port, shipping agents, consignors or consignees for goods
shipped to, from or within the port and operators of
stevedoring or other facilities at the port.
As previously stated, it is an offence for a person, without
reasonable excuse, to fail to comply with an information
direction given to the person under division 3 of part 8 of the
bill.
The information gathering regime is an important feature of
the bill, especially in the regulatory context, because it
provides the port of Melbourne operator with appropriate
powers to obtain relevant information it reasonably requires
for the effective operation and management of the port. The
requirement to provide relevant information is unlikely to be
onerous for specified persons as they are likely to hold such
information in conducting their commercial and/or business
activities at the port.
Division 3 of part 8 of the bill does not expressly abrogate the
common law privilege against self-incrimination therefore not
complying with an information direction on the basis that it
may incriminate a person could be considered to be a
reasonable excuse.
The extent to which compliance with an information direction
may lead to self-incrimination is likely to be minimal because
the type of information specified persons may be required to
provide to the port of Melbourne operator will be business or
commercial in nature. In this context, the bill provides that a
duty of confidentiality is not a reasonable excuse for failure to
comply with an information direction (section 88ZK(2)).
The restriction of the duty of confidentiality (which intended
to be confined to its common law meaning) is balanced by
section 88ZK(4) which provides that the provision of
information that would otherwise constitute a breach of a duty
of confidentiality does not constitute such a breach if the
information is provided in compliance with an information
direction.
The port of Melbourne operator is authorised to use and
disclose information provided to it in compliance with an
information direction for any allowable purpose for which it
is authorised to require the information (section 88ZJ).
Accordingly, the bill ensures that the use of the information is
confined to the regulatory context in which it is obtained.
As previously stated, information directions requiring
specified persons to provide relevant information for
allowable purposes does not include or relate to personal
information. Therefore the right to privacy in not engaged in
this context.
The measures outlined above limit any possible disadvantage
to a specified person who may be required to provide relevant
information to the port of Melbourne operator. The bill seeks
to balance the need for the port of Melbourne operator to use
and disclose relevant information in connection with the
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operation and management of the port and the need to protect
the rights of individuals who provide relevant information. I
consider that there is no less restrictive means available to
ensure this balance.
To the extent that the bill could enable a person’s right to
protection against self-incrimination and right to fair trial to
be limited in compliance with an information direction, which
is likely to be minimal, I consider that this is reasonable and
justified.
Conclusion
For the reasons set out above, I consider that the bill is
compatible with the human rights set out in the charter.
Tim Pallas, MP
Treasurer

Second reading
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Introduction
In opposition, Labor made clear our commitment to a
plan to transform our public transport system, reduce
road congestion and create thousands of jobs.
Central to this plan is removing our 50 worst level
crossings, building Melbourne Metro and relieving
pressure on the West Gate Bridge.
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The leaseholder is expected to deliver efficiencies,
boost competitiveness and ensure future development
of the port is not compromised — reinforcing
Victoria’s position as the freight and logistics capital of
Australia.
It’s about making the port even better.
Speaker, the bill clearly articulates the most important
objectives of this transaction:
regulating PoM to ensure it continues to operate
competitively and efficiently to support Victoria’s
freight and logistics network;
requiring that the transaction delivers the optimal
overall long-term economic benefit to Victorians and
Victorian businesses;
treating employees fairly and equitably;
maximising the financial return to the state from the
transaction within overall policy settings, while
minimising the ongoing financial risks and liabilities
to the state;
ensuring that appropriate activities, including
marine, environmental and safety functions, remain
with the state and are managed in an efficient
manner;

These projects will create thousands of jobs and get
Victorians home safer and sooner.

completing the transaction efficiently with
appropriate probity, transparency and accountability
standards;

We said we would support removing the 50 worst level
crossings by leasing the Port of Melbourne’s
operations.

securing Victoria’s role as the freight and logistics
capital of Australia.

Now we’re getting on with it.

The Victorian Transport Fund (VTF)

The bill

Speaker, this bill guarantees a direct benefit for
Victoria’s transport system through the 50-year lease
transaction.

The Delivering Victorian Infrastructure (Port of
Melbourne Lease Transaction) Bill 2015 delivers on
Labor’s election commitments.

Lease proceeds will go to the Victorian Transport Fund.

The bill authorises and facilitates leasing land and
disposing of other assets of the Port of Melbourne
Corporation and transferring operation and regulation
of services as a result.

This fund will be established to support projects like
removing our 50 worst level crossings, building
Melbourne Metro, the West Gate distributor and other
important transport initiatives.

The 50-year lease is for the port’s commercial
operations only.

It will also support projects that help relieve traffic
congestion and improve access to the port.

The Victorian and commonwealth governments will
retain responsibility for regulating the port’s safety,
security and environment functions.

The Victorian government will work with the
leaseholder to manage traffic around the port.

DELIVERING VICTORIAN INFRASTRUCTURE (PORT OF MELBOURNE LEASE TRANSACTION) BILL 2015
1572

ASSEMBLY

We are already working to take 5000 trucks off the
West Gate Bridge every day, with $40 million provided
in the 2015–16 budget to widen Whitehall Street and
strengthen Shepherd Bridge.
Most importantly, the lease proceeds being paid
up-front means we can remove our 50 worst level
crossings and protect our AAA credit rating.
Removing level crossings will relieve traffic congestion
and create thousands of construction jobs.
It’s a boost for jobs, industry, our transport system, and
it protects our AAA credit rating.
At the same time, it’s a great example of asset
recycling — allowing us to unlock billions of dollars
from the port lease to plan and build vital transport
infrastructure.
Victoria will be eligible for the commonwealth
government’s asset recycling initiative, which provides
financial incentives for jurisdictions to divest assets so
the proceeds can bring forward the funding of new,
productive infrastructure.
I am pleased to say this is one thing the federal
Treasurer and I agree on.
The lease
The port of Melbourne is the biggest container and
cargo port in the country, visited by more than
3000 ships each year. Victorians are rightly proud of it.
Under the lease terms, only the port’s commercial
operations are to be leased.
The Victorian and commonwealth governments retain
responsibility for regulating the port’s safety, security
and environmental functions. Existing statutory
planning standards will continue to apply.
The state will continue to be responsible for the harbour
master, safe navigation in Port Phillip Bay, dangerous
goods oversight, waterside emergency management,
marine pollution response and towage regulation.
The lease is structured to make our port even better,
increasing efficiencies, competitiveness and
innovations.
The leaseholder will be obliged to maintain the port
during the lease term so it is returned to public hands in
good working order.
Public access to walkways and bike paths for locals’,
visitors’ and neighbours’ use will be maintained.
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The iconic Station Pier will remain in public hands.
Victoria’s independent economic regulator, the
Essential Services Commission, will oversee a
strengthened pricing structure for port users. Annual
tariff increases will be capped at CPI for at least
15 years to protect Victorian producers, manufacturers,
other exporters and importers, and consumers.
The lease will help maintain Victoria’s position as the
freight and logistics capital of Australia — good news
for producers and manufacturers who export all over
the world, and consumers who want affordable
products.
I also welcome the Port of Melbourne Corporation’s
decision to enhance its export price competitiveness by
freezing loaded international container export charges
in 2015–16 and recommending a progressive 2.5 per
cent price reduction for these export charges for the
four years thereafter.
Government will give effect to the regulatory pricing
framework, including the CPI price cap and the Port of
Melbourne Corporation’s recommended four-year
loaded international container export charge reduction
via the pricing order.
The people
The people who work at the Port of Melbourne
Corporation are an integral part of its success.
As part of the lease process, Port of Melbourne
employees will be treated fairly and equitably.
PoMC employees covered by the enterprise agreement
who transfer to the leaseholder will do so on a
voluntary basis.
This bill protects continuity of service and entitlements
and provides an employment guarantee period of two
years from the date of transfer for permanent staff
transferring to the leaseholder.
Transferring staff will be offered no less favourable
terms of employment.
The future
The lease for the port’s operations will be welcomed by
the market and give Victorians the best financial
outcome to support removing our 50 worst level
crossings and other transport projects.
A 50-year lease will allow the leaseholder to plan for
the investment needed to maintain and improve the
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port. Importantly, these costs will be met by the
leaseholder, not Victorian taxpayers.
It also gives the Victorian government the ability to
plan for the future and consider options for a second
major port.
Conclusion
When this house concludes its deliberations on the bill,
it will pass to our colleagues in the Legislative Council.
There, it too will be enthusiastically debated.
It should be debated — and it should be passed as soon
as possible. This will allow the government to secure
real value and assure the investment community of the
preservation of the pre-election consensus on this
matter. The Andrews Labor government was elected on
a platform to lease the Port of Melbourne’s operations,
remove our 50 worst level crossings, fix our transport
system and create thousands of jobs in the process.
We made this commitment a full year before the last
election, a policy which the former government quickly
copied.
This was a position supported by the previous
government because it was a great policy then, and it’s
a great policy now.
We look forward to continued bipartisan support, and to
persuading others that we simply can’t afford to wait
another minute to start transforming Victoria’s transport
system.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HODGETT
(Croydon).
Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 24 June.

JUDICIAL ENTITLEMENTS BILL 2015
Statement of compatibility
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the ‘charter’), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Judicial
Entitlements Bill 2015.
In my opinion, the Judicial Entitlements Bill 2015, as
introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with
human rights as set out in the charter. I base my opinion on
the reasons outlined in this statement.
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Overview
The bill will modernise the processes and structures for
determining salaries, allowances and conditions of service for
judicial officers in a manner that recognises and maintains
judicial independence.
While the underlying framework for determining judicial
salaries and non-salary entitlements will be preserved, the bill
will update the framework, fill legislative gaps, remove
redundant provisions, and increase transparency.
Right to a fair hearing
Section 24(1) of the charter provides that a person charged
with a criminal offence or a party to a civil proceeding has the
right to have the charge or proceeding decided by a
competent, independent, and impartial court or tribunal after a
fair and public hearing.
The bill protects and enhances judicial independence by
providing a more comprehensive and transparent process for
the determination of judicial salaries, allowances, and
conditions of service.
Adequate and secure remuneration, including entitlements, is
a key component of judicial independence.
The enhancement of judicial independence in this bill
promotes, in turn, the right to a fair hearing.
Right to privacy
Section 13(a) of the charter provides that a person has the
right to not have his or her privacy, family, home or
correspondence unlawfully or arbitrarily interfered with.
This right is relevant to the provisions in the bill requiring key
documents to be tabled in Parliament, and published on a
register on the internet. In most cases, own-motion reports
and advisory reports of the panel will apply generally to a
judicial office, and will not contain personal or confidential
information.
However, in the exceptional case where the Attorney-General
determines that an own-motion report contains personal or
confidential information, which it is not appropriate to make
public, the Attorney-General will be able to table the report in
a redacted form.
Similarly, if the Attorney-General determines that an advisory
opinion report contains personal or confidential information,
which it is not appropriate to make public, the
Attorney-General can decide not to table the report at all, or
table the report in a redacted form.
In these circumstances, the decision of the Attorney-General
regarding whether to redact or table a report would need to be
exercised in accordance with the charter, having regard to the
purposes of the bill.
The electronic register will include copies of reports as tabled
in Parliament. Accordingly, if a report is tabled in redacted
form, the copy on the register will be similarly redacted.
These provisions ensure that any interference with a person’s
right to privacy is lawful, and not arbitrary.
No charter rights are therefore limited by this bill.
The Hon. Martin Pakula, MP
Attorney-General
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Second reading
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Speech as follows incorporated into Hansard under
sessional orders:
The Judicial Entitlements Bill supports judicial independence
by creating a modern statutory framework for determining the
salary, allowances, and conditions of service of judicial
officers.
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Given that the Judicial Remuneration Tribunal has not been
constituted since February 2011, the bill requires the panel to
make its first own-motion report to the Attorney-General as
soon as practicable, and within nine months of establishment.
Thereafter, the panel must make an own-motion report to the
Attorney-General at least once every four years.
The panel’s report of an own-motion recommendation must
be tabled in Parliament within 10 sitting days of receipt by the
Attorney-General.

Judicial independence is a fundamental element of the rule of
law. Adequate and secure remuneration, including non-salary
entitlements, is a key component of judicial independence.

The Attorney-General will be required to provide a statement
to Parliament as to whether an own-motion recommendation
of the panel will be accepted, varied or not accepted. If the
Attorney-General intends to vary or not accept an
own-motion recommendation, the statement must give
reasons.

Legislative provisions relating to judicial salaries and
entitlements are currently scattered across eight different
pieces of legislation.

The time lines in the bill will enable own-motion
recommendations to be fully considered and dealt with in a
timely and transparent manner.

Provisions are contained in the Judicial Remuneration
Tribunal Act 1995, the Judicial Salaries Act 2004, the
Constitution Act 1975, and the court acts, namely, the
Supreme Court Act 1986, County Court Act 1958,
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989, Coroners Act 2008 and the
Children, Youth and Families Act 2005.

The panel will not be able to make an own-motion
recommendation in relation to the salaries, pensions or
superannuation arrangements of judicial officers. This reflects
that these entitlements can be amended by legislation, but
cannot be amended by an entitlement certificate issued by the
Attorney-General. However, the Attorney-General will be
able to request an advisory opinion about any matter related
to the terms and conditions upon which judicial officers,
judicial registrars and non-judicial members of the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal are appointed.

The bill will repeal the Judicial Remuneration Tribunal Act
and the Judicial Salaries Act and consolidate the provisions
governing the determination of judicial salaries and
non-salary entitlements into a single piece of legislation
(except for the provisions relating to pension entitlements).
The consolidation of these provisions into a single act will
make the legislative framework for judicial entitlements more
consistent, easier to access, and more streamlined.
Under the bill, there will be no change to the current
mechanism for determining judicial salaries.

The advisory jurisdiction of the panel is intended to be broad,
and not restricted to the conditions of service about which the
panel can make own-motion recommendations.
For example, the Attorney-General could request an advisory
opinion about the length of the term of appointment of
judicial registrars, or the retirement age of judicial officers.

The salary of a judge of the trial division of Supreme Court
will continue to be linked to that of a Federal Court judge, and
the other Victorian judicial salaries will continue to be paid as
a percentage of the salary of a Supreme Court judge.

The Attorney-General will have discretion about whether to
implement panel recommendations following an advisory
opinion, and consistently with the current approach, will not
be required to provide a statement of reasons to Parliament in
response.

Salary increases will continue to take effect from the day after
the date on which a determination of the commonwealth
Remuneration Tribunal could have been disallowed by the
commonwealth Parliament, or the date such a determination
comes into effect, if that is later.

The bill also provides that the Attorney-General must
establish and maintain an electronic register containing all
documents relating to judicial entitlements, thereby providing
greater transparency and certainty in this area.

The bill will also create the Judicial Entitlements Panel, to
replace the Judicial Remuneration Tribunal.

The Attorney-General will be able to table and publish reports
of the panel in a redacted form if they contain personal or
confidential information relating to a judicial officer.

This is an important reform, as there has been no capacity to
review judicial entitlements since the Judicial Remuneration
Tribunal ceased to have any members in February 2011.

The bill will also amend provisions in the Constitution Act
and court acts that relate to judicial entitlements.

The panel will have similar jurisdiction, structure, and
processes to its predecessor.

Amendments will be made to clarify that, in addition to salary
and allowances, judicial officers are also entitled to
‘conditions of service’.

It will make own-motion recommendations to the
Attorney-General in relation to conditions of service of
judicial officers, including allowances and leave entitlements.

The provisions in the Constitution Act and court acts
authorising payments from the Consolidated Fund by special
appropriation will be updated, be more consistent, and include
all judicial officers.
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The bill will also clarify the circumstances in which prior
service in certain pensionable offices, such as the Director of
Public Prosecutions, will be recognised for the purpose of
determining the sabbatical/long service leave entitlements of
those appointed to judicial office. This recognition will be
consistent with the approach to recognition of prior service in
another judicial office.
In summary, this bill will provide for the consolidation of
provisions governing judicial entitlements into a single piece
of legislation and bring much-needed clarity to this area.
The bill will also significantly improve processes for the
determination of judicial entitlements, by providing clear and
appropriate time frames and establishing an electronic register
of relevant documents.
In clarifying the position regarding the recognition of prior
service for sabbatical and long service leave, the bill will also
bring increased certainty to the determination of judicial
entitlements and, in this way, protect judicial independence
and strengthen the Victorian legal system.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr PESUTTO
(Hawthorn).
Debate adjourned until Tuesday, 9 June.

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT
AMENDMENT (RECOGNISING
OBJECTORS) BILL 2015
Statement of compatibility
Mr WYNNE (Minister for Planning) tabled
following statement in accordance with Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the ‘charter’), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Planning and
Environment Amendment (Recognising Objectors) Bill 2015.
In my opinion, the Planning and Environment Amendment
(Recognising Objectors) Bill 2015, as introduced to the
Legislative Assembly, is compatible with human rights as set
out in the charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined
in this statement.
Overview
The bill amends the Planning and Environment Act 1987 to
require responsible authorities and the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (tribunal) to, where appropriate, have
regard to the number of objectors to a permit application in
considering whether the proposed use or development may
have a significant social effect.
Human rights issues
The right to participate in the conduct of public affairs, as set
out in section 18 of the charter, is relevant.
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Section 18(1) of the charter provides that every person in
Victoria has a right, and is to have the opportunity, without
discrimination, to participate in the conduct of public affairs.
Public affairs includes legislative processes such as the
planning permit process established by the Planning and
Environment Act 1987.
The bill promotes public participation and consideration of
objections in the planning permit process by expressly
requiring responsible authorities and the tribunal to, where
appropriate, have regard to the number of objectors in
assessing whether a proposed use or development may have a
significant social effect.
Hon. Richard Wynne, MP
Minister for Planning

Second reading
Mr WYNNE (Minister for Planning) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Speech as follows incorporated into Hansard under
sessional orders:
Victoria’s planning system encourages community
participation in decision-making. This is especially true of the
planning permit process. The community enjoys broad rights
in the permit process to consider and object to proposals and
to seek review of decisions through the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT).
Community participation has many benefits. It improves the
decision-making process and often leads to better planning
results. Objections can provide important insights into the
potential effects of a proposal, not just on those who live or
work nearby but also on the wider community. In the right
circumstances, the number of objectors to a proposal can also
provide such insights.
This bill amends the Planning and Environment Act 1987 to
ensure the extent of community objection to planning
proposals is considered. It does this by requiring the two key
decision-makers in the permit process — responsible
authorities and VCAT — to have regard, where appropriate,
to the number of objectors when considering whether a
proposal may have a significant social effect.
This new requirement must be considered before a decision
or determination is made, together with other matters that
must be considered under the Planning and Environment Act
1987, such as the objectives of the act, the planning scheme,
and any significant economic and environmental effects that
the proposal may have.
The bill amends two key provisions in the Planning and
Environment Act 1987: sections 60 and 84B. Section 60(1)
sets out matters a responsible authority must consider before
deciding on a permit application. Section 84B sets out an
equivalent set of matters that VCAT must consider. The bill
inserts the new requirement in both sections to promote
consistent decision-making.
Decision-makers must already consider whether a use or
development may have a significant social effect. Social
effects are not defined in the act but may include matters such
as:
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services;
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access to social and community facilities;
choice in housing, shopping, recreational and leisure
services;
community safety and amenity;
the needs of particular groups in the community, such as
the aged.
This bill makes it clear that the number of objectors may be a
relevant fact that ought to be considered in this assessment.
Whether it is appropriate for the number of objectors to be
taken into account in a particular case is a matter for the
decision-maker. In making a decision about whether to take
into account the number of objectors, the decision-maker may
be influenced by:
what the objectors have said in their written objection
about the proposed use or development;

Statement of compatibility
Mr NOONAN (Minister for Police) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the ‘charter’), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Victoria Police
Amendment (Validation) Bill 2015.
In my opinion, the Victoria Police Amendment (Validation)
Bill 2015, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is
compatible with human rights as set out in the charter. I base
my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview

whether the issues raised in the objections are relevant
planning considerations and relate to the reasons why
the proposal requires a permit;

The purpose of the bill is to amend the Victoria Police Act
2013 to address defects in relation to certain authorisations of
persons to operate breath analysing instruments, to carry out
drug impairment assessments and to carry out oral fluid
sample procedures.

whether the issues raised in the objections point to a
significant social effect on the community which is
supported by evidence.

Human rights issues

It will be for the responsible authority and VCAT to
determine this based on the particular circumstances of the
case.
The number of objectors alone will not establish that there is a
significant social effect. However, the number of objectors
may be indicative of the scale of a social effect on the
community, the presence of a specific social need in the
community that may be affected, or the social significance of
a site to the community.
The new requirement is likely to be particularly relevant
where a proposal may reduce access to or enjoyment of
community facilities or services or adversely affect public
health and safety. The number of objectors, and the
consistency of views expressed by objectors, may
demonstrate that the community or a section of the
community may be significantly affected.
This bill does not seek to reduce the weight given to the views
of a single objector or a small number of objectors. It also
does not seek to promote the consideration of irrelevant
matters in decision-making. As is the case now, an objector
will need to put their concerns in writing and state how they
would be affected by the grant of a permit. The relevance of
the issues raised will continue to be an overriding
consideration in the assessment of all objections. It is the
intention of the bill that decision-makers will ensure that the
objections are a genuine reflection of an anticipated
significant social effect that is supported by evidence, rather
than simply the views of a number of objectors.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr PESUTTO
(Hawthorn).
Debate adjourned until Tuesday, 9 June.

Retrospective validation of authorisation to conduct drug
and alcohol testing and assessments
Clause 3 of the bill inserts new section 276A(1) into the
Victoria Police Act 2013, which retrospectively validates
certain authorisations that were unlawfully made to police
officers by deputy commissioners of police to conduct drug
and alcohol testing and assessments. The authorisations were
unlawful because the required instrument of delegation by the
chief commissioner to allow the deputy commissioners to
exercise these powers had not been made. The bill deems the
purported authorisations made by the deputy commissioners
to be taken to have the same force and effect as if the
authorisation had been made by the chief commissioner. New
subsection (2) ensures that any act or thing done or omitted to
be done in reliance on evidence obtained pursuant to a test or
assessment carried out by the subject of a purported
authorisation is not invalid, unlawful, improper or erroneous
by reason only of the fact that the person who carried out the
test or assessment would not have been duly authorised to do
so. This includes court orders and judgements, administrative
decisions, enforcement actions and penalties.
Rights to privacy (s 13), liberty (s 21) and protection against
degrading treatment (s 10)
The authorisations being retrospectively validated concern the
conduct of drug and alcohol testing and assessments, which
are forensic procedures that interfere with a number of human
rights, including:
the right to privacy (s 13), by way of the conduct of tests
interfering with a person’s physical integrity;
the right to liberty and security of person (s 21), by way of
the compulsion on a person to attend a place where the
test or assessment is conducted and remain there until
permitted to leave by the relevant provision; and
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the protection against medical treatment without consent
(s 10), by way of the compulsion on a person to submit to
instruments which analyse breath or take samples of oral
fluid.
While the bill does not alter the nature or severity of the
above interferences as already provided by existing
legislation, the bill affects a statutory precondition for
conducting these interferences with rights, which is that the
tests and assessments are conducted by an authorised police
officer. This statutory precondition is relevant to the
assessment of whether the interferences caused by the tests
and assessments are justified. Accordingly, altering this
precondition retrospectively may limit human rights
depending on whether such a precondition was important in
justifying the resulting interference with human rights in the
first place.
In my opinion, clause 3 has a nominal effect on human rights.
This is because the retrospective validation does not affect the
circumstances in which the relevant tests or procedures were
conducted, the substance of the tests nor their outcome. It also
does not materially affect the class of persons who conducted
the tests affected by this retrospective amendment. This is
because the affected tests and assessments were carried out by
officers who possessed the requisite training and skills, were
acting under purported authorisation in good faith that they
were properly authorised, and had received their authorisation
from senior command, which was the underlying intention of
the various road, marine and rail safety schemes. The bill
merely addresses an administrative deficiency in that the
required authorisation was issued by a class of senior
command without the intended instrument of delegation in
place to permit this, in circumstances where that class of
senior command had possessed authority to grant such
authorisations historically.
Even if the bill was considered to limit human rights, I am of
the view that such a limit will be reasonably and
demonstrably justified under s 7(2) of the charter. The error is
of a purely administrative nature and does not affect the basis
for the enforcement action nor the reliability or cogency of the
evidence in these proceedings. Despite the technical nature of
the error, it has resulted in evidence being obtained
unlawfully or as a result of an impropriety, and therefore has
the potential to prejudice hundreds of enforcement actions
concerning serious breaches of road, marine and rail safety
laws that have put members of the community at risk. This
will have adverse resource implications for prosecutorial
bodies and the court system as affected accused seek to
mount legal challenges. I am satisfied that the limit is
reasonable given the nominal interference with rights it
constitutes balanced against the adverse consequences that
may occur if this remedial legislation is not introduced.
Directions concerning admissibility of evidence
Clause 3 inserts new subsection 276A(4) into the Victoria
Police Act 2013, which provides that for the prosecution of an
alleged offence, the fact that a person was not duly authorised
(in relation to the certain authorisations to which the bill
applies) is to be disregarded in determining whether evidence
obtained in reliance on that authorisation ought to be
admitted.

1577

Right to fair trial (s 24)
It is arguable that this clause deprives an accused of the ability
to argue that evidence obtained as a result of an impropriety
should not be admitted at trial, leading to a limit on the
accused’s right to a fair hearing under s 24 of the charter.
However, I am of the opinion that the clause is not
inconsistent with the right to a fair hearing. The Court of
Appeal upheld the consistency with fair hearing of a similar
retrospective validation provision concerning unsworn
affidavits in Rich v. R (2014) 312 ALR 429. In this decision,
the court found that an applicant’s inability to contest the
admissibility of subject evidence is incapable of depriving the
applicant of a fair trial unless the admission of the subject
evidence was productive of an unfair trial.
In my view, the admission of the evidence obtained in
reliance of actions conducted pursuant to invalid
authorisations is not productive of an unfair trial and will not
lead to any unfairness to an accused. The evidence of positive
drug or alcohol tests were not obtained under threat, trickery,
violence, subterfuge or any other improper methods. The
evidence is real and objective, and there is nothing said or
done by the police officers in obtaining the evidence that may
detract from its reliability or cogency. The validated
authorisation has no effect on the underlying basis for
carrying out the test, the manner in which the test was
conducted or the class of officer who carried out the test. All
officers who conducted the tests and assessments had
completed the requisite training and had the technical skills to
ensure accuracy of the test results. There is no question that
the reliability or correctness of the test results is affected.
All that can be put against the admissibility of the affected
evidence is that the police officers who conducted the tests
did not receive their authorisation to conduct the testing from
the correct class of senior command as required by
legislation, or that the required instrument of delegation had
not been made to allow that class of senior command to issue
such authorisation. While it must be said that proper
adherence by Victoria Police to the statutory role of the chief
commissioner and delegation of powers is a matter of high
public importance, the failure to comply with these
requirements in this instance did not occur out of any
deliberate or reckless impropriety but rather due to an
administrative oversight following the enactment of the
Victoria Police Act 2013, which introduced significant
legislative reforms to police administration and governance.
The error occurred because senior command continued to
follow prior management protocol that had been lawful under
the previous Police Regulation Act 1958.
Given the great public importance of bringing perpetrators to
conviction who have breached road, marine and rail safety
laws and put members of the public at risk of harm, I am of
the opinion that neither public policy nor fairness should
require that the affected evidence be excluded on the basis of
this error. Further, I note that the bill will preserve the
discretion of the court to exclude the evidence or stay criminal
proceedings (new subsection 276A(5)) and will not affect the
rights of parties in any proceeding where a court has ruled on
a matter of validity of an authorisation or court process, or
admissibility of evidence before the enactment of this bill
(new subsection 276A(6)). Accordingly, I am satisfied that
the bill is consistent with the right to fair hearing in s 24 of the
charter.
Wade Noonan, MP
Minister for Police
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Second reading
Mr NOONAN (Minister for Police) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Speech as follows incorporated into Hansard under
sessional orders:
The Victoria Police Amendment (Validation) Bill 2015 will
amend the Victoria Police Act 2013 to remedy an issue
identified by Victoria Police in relation to an administrative
oversight in the chief commissioner’s instrument of
delegation. The oversight has resulted in 660 invalid
authorisations being issued to police officers under road,
marine and rail safety legislation which affects the conduct of
drug and alcohol testing between 1 July 2014 and 5 March
2015. This has resulted in a risk that legitimate prosecutions
and infringements for drink and drug driving that rely on
evidence obtained through these tests could fail on a
technicality.
Victoria Police conduct drug and alcohol testing and
assessments under a range of legislation, such as the Road
Safety Act 1986, the Marine (Drugs, Alcohol and Pollution
Control) Act 1988 and the Rail Safety (Local Operations) Act
2006. These acts require that certain forensic procedures be
conducted by officers who have been authorised to do so by
the Chief Commissioner of Police. Authorisation is granted to
an officer who has completed the required training and has
the requisite technical ability to conduct the tests. These
procedures include operating breath analysing instruments,
carrying out oral fluid sample procedures and conducting
drug impairment assessments. This does not include
preliminary roadside breath or saliva tests, which are not
required to be conducted by an authorised officer.
Tests and assessments that return positive results form the
basis of enforcement actions for road, marine and rail safety
offences, including infringement notices and criminal
prosecutions. These enforcement actions are considered vital
to reducing Victoria’s road toll and upholding community
safety. The involvement of alcohol and drugs as a factor in
Victorian road trauma is significant, with 53 per cent of
drivers killed on Victoria roads in 2013 having either alcohol
or drugs, or a combination of both, present in their system.
The testing of drivers and other vehicle operators for presence
of alcohol and drugs is a core element of effective policing in
the fight against drink and drug driving. The capability for
police to test drivers for the presence of alcohol and drugs and
bring successful enforcement actions for breaches is vital to
reducing the harm caused to the Victorian community as a
result of road trauma.
Following an internal audit, Victoria Police identified an
administrative error relating to certain authorisations of
officers to conduct specified drug and alcohol testing. As a
result of this error, in excess of 1400 drug and alcohol tests
between 1 July 2014 and 5 March 2015 were conducted by
officers operating under invalid authorisations. This
represents approximately 13 per cent of the total drug and
alcohol tests conducted during this period (excluding
preliminary tests). Victoria Police identified that in excess of
1100 of these tests had returned positive results forming the
basis of enforcement action.
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The error occurred under unique circumstances following the
enactment of the Victoria Police Act 2013, which involved
major reforms to the administration and corporate governance
of Victoria Police. Under the previous Police Regulation Act
1958, deputy commissioners exercised the same powers as
the chief commissioner, allowing them to authorise police
officers to operate drug and alcohol testing equipment and
conduct impairment assessments. It was standard operating
protocol for deputy commissioners to issue these
authorisations rather than the chief commissioner. The change
in legislation on 1 July 2014 limited the exercise of power by
deputy commissioners to only those powers that had been
delegated to them by the chief commissioner. By omission,
no instrument of delegation was made at this time to allow
deputy commissioners to continue to issue these
authorisations as they had historically done. The deputy
commissioners, unaware of this omission, continued in good
faith to grant these authorisations to police officers under the
mistaken belief that they still had the legislative power to do
so.
Once the error was identified on 5 March 2015 in respect of
the road and marine safety legislation authorisations and
12 March 2015 in respect of the rail safety authorisations,
Victoria Police took urgent action to ensure that the omitted
delegations were made and remade the authorisations that
have been invalidly made during this period. Now that the
required delegations are in place, it is unlikely that such an
error concerning the power to issue these type of
authorisations will occur again. However, urgent legislation is
required to mitigate the risk that enforcement actions
conducted in reliance on evidence obtained by an officer
operating under an invalid authorisation is adversely affected.
I am of the firm view that this retrospective bill is reasonably
justified and does not result in unfairness to accused persons
in affected criminal proceedings. The error is of an
administrative nature only and does not affect the accuracy of
the tests and assessments performed by the officers, nor the
cogency of the evidence relied on in enforcement actions. All
affected officers possessed the requisite training and technical
ability to ensure the reliability of the results, and received
their authorisation from senior command as was the
underlying purpose of the legislation. The error makes no
material difference to drivers who have been subject to the
affected tests, including the manner in which the tests were
conducted or the circumstances that gave rise to the tests
being conducted. While it is unfortunate that the new
requirement for the chief commissioner to delegate the power
to make authorisations was not picked up before the new
reforms took effect, the government considers that remedial
legislation is justified to protect against serious adverse
consequences to road, marine and rail safety enforcements,
the justice system and victims of crime as a result of this
administrative error.
The bill will apply to certain purported authorisations made
by deputy commissioners between 1 July 2014 and 5 March
2015 under the Road Safety Act 1986 and the Marine (Drugs,
Alcohol and Pollution Control) Act 1988, and between 1 July
2014 and 12 March 2015 under the Rail Safety (Local
Operations) Act 2006, which reflects the respective periods of
time between the enactment of the Victoria Police Act 2013
and the date at which the errors in the relevant instruments of
delegation were remedied. The bill will retrospectively
validate these purported authorisations by deeming them to
have the same force and effect as if the authorisations had
been made by the chief commissioner. The bill will also apply
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to retrospectively validate certificates of authorisation that
were signed by deputy commissioners in the same
circumstances.
The bill will place it beyond doubt that the Parliament intends
to cure the defects in authorisation. The bill is narrowly
tailored to address only the specific schemes of road, marine
and rail safety testing where the powers of authorisation were
invalidly exercised and the acts or things done in reliance of
this purported exercise of power.
Secondly, the bill will ensure that any act or thing done or
omitted to be done in reliance on evidence affected by the
error will not be unlawful, invalid, improper or erroneous by
reason that the person who carried out the test or assessment
was not duly authorised to do so. This means that any court or
administrative order made, warrant issued, penalty imposed,
demerit points incurred, licence suspension or cancellation,
property seized or arrest made in direct or indirect reliance on
evidence obtained pursuant to the error will continue to stand.
Finally, the bill will provide that for the purposes of the
prosecution of an alleged offence, the fact that a person was
not duly authorised is to be disregarded in determining
whether evidence affected directly or indirectly by the error
ought to be admitted. The bill clarifies that, subject to this
direction on the consideration of admissibility, the judicial
discretion to exclude evidence or to stay a criminal
proceeding in the interest of justice will not be affected.
Similarly, the bill will not affect the rights of parties in any
proceeding in which a court has made a ruling prior to the
enactment of this bill on matters of validity or admissibility of
evidence to which this bill concerns.
The government considers that retrospective legislation is a
measure of last resort and brings this bill before the house
only after close consideration of the potential consequences of
failing to support legitimate enforcement actions designed to
uphold community safety, victims of crime and the justice
system more broadly.
If this legislation is not enacted, there would be a large
potential toll upon victims of crime, community safety and
our court system associated with the disruption or
abandonment of legitimate enforcement actions because of an
administrative error in Victoria Police’s delegation of powers.
This would be a highly unjust outcome, as it could allow
drink and drug drivers who have recorded positive tests of
unlawful impairment to escape appropriate penalties because
of an administrative error that does not affect the accuracy,
reliability or cogency of the evidence. This bill will ensure
that such an unreasonable outcome will not occur.

1579

CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES
AMENDMENT (RESTRICTIONS ON THE
MAKING OF PROTECTION ORDERS)
BILL 2015
Statement of compatibility
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) tabled following statement in accordance
with Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities
Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (charter), I make this statement
of compatibility with respect to the Children, Youth and
Families Amendment (Restrictions on the Making of
Protection Orders) Bill 2015.
In my opinion, the Children, Youth and Families Amendment
(Restrictions on the Making of Protection Orders) Bill 2015,
as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with
the human rights protected by the charter. I base my opinion
on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill
The bill substitutes a new section 17 into the Children, Youth
and Families Amendment (Permanent Care and Other
Matters) Act 2014 (the amendment act). Section 17 of the
amendment act would have, once commenced, removed
some of the current restrictions on the making of child
protection orders from the Children, Youth and Families Act
2005, namely that the Children’s Court:
must not make a protection order unless satisfied that the
Secretary of the Department of Health and Human
Services has taken all reasonable steps to provide
services necessary in the best interests of the child; and
must not make a protection order that has the effect of
removing a child from his or her parent unless satisfied
that all reasonable steps have been taken by the secretary
to provide the services necessary to enable the child to
remain with his or her parent.
The substituted section 17 has the effect of retaining the
above restrictions in section 276 of the Children, Youth and
Families Act after the amendment act commences.
Human rights issues

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr PESUTTO
(Hawthorn).

1.

Debate adjourned until Tuesday, 9 June.

The right of families to protection as the fundamental group
unit of society, and the right of children to such protection as
is in his or her best interests and is needed by him or her by
reason of being a child (section 17 of the charter) are relevant
to the bill.

Human rights protected by the charter that are
relevant to the bill

The right of families to protection is enhanced as the bill will
have the effect of retaining the requirement that a protection
order that will result in removal of a child from his or her
parent must only be made where all reasonable steps have
been taken to provide necessary services to enable the child to
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remain with the parent, ensuring a continuing obligation on
the secretary to support the child within the family.

care. However, this has to be balanced by a strong emphasis
on timely service provision.

The right of children to protection is also enhanced by the
retention of the obligation of the secretary to provide all
reasonable steps to provide services necessary in their best
interests and to enable a child to remain within the family.
However, the court retains the right to make a protection
order if needed to protect the child, and the best interests of
the child remain the paramount consideration for the purposes
of the Children, Youth and Families Act.

It would not be fair to say to families that changes have to be
made within one or two years and then not ensure they are
provided with the assistance they may need to make those
changes.

Martin Foley, MP
Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing

Second reading
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Speech as follows incorporated into Hansard under
sessional orders:
The bill substitutes a new section 17 of the Children, Youth
and Families Amendment (Permanent Care and Other
Matters) Act 2014 (the amendment act).
This will have the effect of retaining the existing requirements
of section 276 of the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005
when the amendment act comes into effect on 1 March 2016.
Section 276 will continue to require the Children’s Court to
be satisfied that reasonable steps have been taken by the
Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services to
provide services in the best interests of a child before the
court can make a protection order.
The new section 17 of the amendment act will make some
minor amendments to section 276 of the Children, Youth and
Families Act.

The effect of this bill is to retain the existing requirements of
section 276.
This ensures that the Children’s Court cannot make a
protection order unless it is satisfied as to the adequacy of
service provision. This ensures that families and children
continue to be given the assistance they may need.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr PESUTTO
(Hawthorn).
Debate adjourned until Tuesday, 9 June.

STATUTE LAW REVISION BILL 2014
Statement of compatibility
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) tabled
following statement in accordance with Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the ‘charter’), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Statute Law
Revision Bill 2014.
In my opinion, the Statute Law Revision Bill 2014, as
introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with
human rights as set out in the charter. I base my opinion on
the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview

These amendments substitute the word ‘care’ for the word
‘custody’ where it is used in section 276 so that section 276
becomes consistent in its use of terminology with other parts
of the Children, Youth and Families Act when they are
amended on 1 March 2016 by the amendment act.
When the amendment act was debated in August 2014, I
promised that a bill to repeal section 17 would be introduced
if a Labor government was elected.

The bill corrects a number of ambiguities, minor omissions
and errors in acts to ensure the meaning of the acts is clear
and reflects the intention of Parliament.
The bill also repeals amending provisions of acts that are
spent and have no further operation.
Human rights issues

This is that bill and it is the fulfilment of the promise I made
at the time.

Human rights protected by the charter that are relevant to
the bill

The amendment act introduces tighter time lines for making a
decision about future permanent care arrangements for
children in out-of-home care, either by reunifying those
children with their families or by finding an alternate
permanent care family for them.

No human rights protected by the charter are relevant to the
bill.

This is a significant change to the child protection system.

As no rights protected under the charter are relevant to the
bill, it is not necessary to consider section 7(2) of the charter.

It is clearly desirable to make timely decisions and avoid
harmful ‘drift’ in care arrangements where children are
subjected to lengthy periods of uncertainty about their future

The Hon. Daniel Andrews, MP
Premier

Consideration of reasonable and justified limitations under
section 7(2)
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Second reading
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Speech as follows incorporated into Hansard under
sessional orders:
The bill before the house, the Statute Law Revision Bill 2014,
is a regular mechanism for updating and maintaining the
accuracy of statute law in Victoria. The bill ensures that the
state’s laws remain clear, relevant and accurate.
The bill corrects a number of ambiguities, minor omissions
and errors found in statutes, to ensure the meaning of acts is
clear and reflects the intention of Parliament.
The bill also repeals amending provisions of acts that are
spent and have no further operation.
By correcting references and fixing errors, the bill will help to
ensure that Victorian statutes are updated and clear, and
maintained in a regular and orderly manner so that they
remain relevant and accessible to the Victorian community.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr PESUTTO
(Hawthorn).
Debate adjourned until Tuesday, 9 June.
Business interrupted pursuant to sessional orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and
MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Minister for Small Business, Innovation and
Trade
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. Noting the inquiry
established by the Premier to investigate allegations of
bullying by Adem Somyurek has terms of reference
that state:
The inquiry will also examine the operation of the office of
the minister, including management practices, capability …

I ask: why has the Premier included those matters as
specific parts of terms of reference into an allegation of
ministerial bullying?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question. As I made clear
yesterday, and I simply repeat it for the Leader of the
Opposition, a serious complaint has been made against
the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade.
He has been appropriately stood down. As I said
yesterday, a proper complaints process is critical to
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making sure that every Victorian worker feels safe in
their workplace. That is exactly what is being followed
here: a proper complaints process not by one politician
sitting in judgement on another but instead the secretary
of my department is appropriately conducting an
inquiry, a review, into the complaint lodged. There will
be more to say about that once that process,
independent of this place, has run its course.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — As the
Premier says, he wants to establish a proper process that
is focusing on the minister. I again ask: will the inquiry
only focus on the minister’s management practices and
capabilities or will it have any reference to that of his
staff?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — Again for the benefit
of the Leader of the Opposition, I say a serious
complaint has been made. It is being dealt with
appropriately. I have great confidence, as all members
should have, that the Secretary of the Department of
Premier and Cabinet will conduct the inquiry
appropriately. Every Victorian should also be fully
aware that in the event that a referral needs to be made
to another authority, it will be. This will be dealt with
fully, frankly and appropriately.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, I draw
your attention to sessional order 11(2), relating to
answers being responsive to questions. This was a very
specific question about whether the terms of reference
would include the minister’s staff. Nothing in the
Premier’s answer addressed that question. I ask you to
rule that his answer is not being responsive and that he
should provide a written follow-up answer.
Ms Allan — On the point of order, Speaker, the
question went to issues of the inquiry. The Premier
directly addressed that in his answer; therefore the point
of order should be ruled out of order.
Mr Guy — On the point of order, Speaker, my
question was directly in relation to the minister’s staff,
and the Premier never once mentioned the words ‘the
minister’s staff’ in his answer.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I regard the Premier’s
answer to be responsive. I do not uphold the point of
order. I remind members that the subject matter is one
that in the opinion of the Chair, and I am sure of the
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition, requires
composure and absolute silence.
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Ministers statements: Cranbourne-Pakenham
rail upgrade
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I am pleased to rise to
inform the house that this Labor government is getting
on with transforming Melbourne’s busiest rail corridor.
Today we called for expressions of interest for our
project to remove all nine level crossings on the
Cranbourne and Pakenham lines. All nine of those level
crossings, which are deadly, dangerous and congested,
will be removed — every single one of them — so that
between the city and Dandenong there will not be a
single level crossing on our busiest rail line. That is
what we said we would do, and that is exactly what we
are delivering.
Why is that important? As I said, those level crossings
are deadly, dangerous and congested, causing all sorts
of problems on our road network, but they are also
holding us back from running more trains more often.
This was the right policy to take to the election, and it is
right as well to not waste even one day in fully
delivering on this commitment. But it is not just a
matter of removing those level crossings, it also
involves providing new stations at Carnegie,
Murrumbeena, Clayton and Hughesdale and providing
power and signalling upgrades. It will be a
transformation of our busiest rail line in full accordance
with, and indeed beyond, the commitments we made at
the election.
There will be 37 high-capacity trains to boost capacity
on this line by up to 42 per cent, creating space for an
extra 11 000 passengers during the peak hour. This is a
transformation of our busiest rail line. It is what we said
we would do. We are wasting not one day in delivering
the removal of these level crossings and the
improvement of our public transport system. Nothing is
more important.

Minister for Small Business, Innovation and
Trade
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is again to the Premier, and I refer to the
Premier’s meeting with the Minister for Small
Business, Innovation and Trade on Saturday morning in
relation to the allegations of bullying by
Minister Somyurek towards his staff, and I ask: at that
meeting did the Premier discuss what the terms of
reference for the inquiry into the minister’s behaviour
would be, and, specifically, did he also discuss
investigating Minister Somyurek’s staff as part of the
inquiry?
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Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I make it very clear to
the Leader of the Opposition that the nature of the
inquiry and the work of the Secretary of the Department
of Premier and Cabinet is not a matter for
Minister Somyurek. This is an issue that will be
handled independently of anybody involved in the
government and anybody involved in this Parliament. It
ought to be dealt with properly and appropriately —
and it will be — independently of the political process.
Mr Nardella interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! I warn the member for
Melton.
Mr ANDREWS — I again simply reiterate to the
Leader of the Opposition that in many respects the most
important thing in making sure every Victorian in every
workplace can feel safe is that there is for their benefit a
proper complaints process. That is my view. Criticism
of what has occurred here, I think is unfounded. The
Secretary of the Department of Premier and Cabinet
will discharge his duties as the head of the public
service and the person I have charged with dealing with
this matter, properly, appropriately and with integrity,
and he will do so in a timely manner.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — I ask the
Premier: in that same meeting with Minister Somyurek,
did the Premier at any stage discuss Minister Somyurek
resigning?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — No.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Government and
opposition members!

Ministers statements: level crossings
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — I am
pleased to inform the house of new information that
builds on the announcement made last week that the
Andrews Labor government is getting on with our level
crossing removal program. Last week I joined the
Premier and the member for Bentleigh at McKinnon
Road, McKinnon, to announce the awarding of
contracts for the removal of the first four level
crossings: at McKinnon and Centre roads, Bentleigh; at
Burke Road, Glen Iris; and at North Road, Ormond, I
am very pleased to say what a week of action it has
been since that announcement.
Mr Watt interjected.
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The SPEAKER — Order! I warn the member for
Burwood.
Ms ALLAN — On Monday night the contractor,
made up of the consortium of John Holland and KBR,
and the Level Crossing Removal Authority, met with
Stonnington City Council to discuss the rollout of the
Burke Road level crossing removal and, of course, the
station rebuild that goes with it. Just last night the Level
Crossing Removal Authority and the contractor met
with the Glen Eira City Council to discuss the other
three level crossing removals and the station rebuilds.
We are not wasting one single day in removing these
level crossings.
Mr Pearson interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Essendon is warned.
Ms ALLAN — Thank you, Speaker, and I am
pleased that you have called for order, because I want
to read into the record the comments of the mayor of
Glen Eira City Council, Cr Jim Magee, who is quoted
in the local paper this week as saying that the
announcement was:
… fantastic news …
Every one of these levels crossings has taken lives …
It’s going to be difficult for the short term but overall the gain
is going to be terrific.

It most certainly will be terrific. There will be
disruption during the works, but through the level
crossing authority and the consortium we will work
hard with local communities to address some of those
issues and get on with delivering these level crossing
removals as quickly as possible. It is what is needed in
communities like Bentleigh; it is what is needed across
Melbourne; and we are getting on with it.

Minister for Small Business, Innovation and
Trade
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of circumstances, and in the circumstances I believe it
is important to keep, where literally the person is a
close friend of mine — and I freely said that — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The members for
Gembrook and Warrandyte!
Mr SCOTT — I had discussions, as I outlined, with
the Secretary of the Department of Treasury and
Finance, and I formed the view on advice from the
secretary to separate myself from any advice that came
in my role and my office from any investigation that
may take place.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister has
concluded his answer.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Clarinda.
Honourable members interjecting.
Supplementary question
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — Given that the
Minister for Finance sought departmental advice, can
the minister advise the house if he has spoken to his
friend Minister Somyurek about this matter and what
advice he has provided to him?
Ms Thomson — On a point of order, Speaker, given
that the supplementary refers to this as a personal issue
between friends, I do not see that as being government
business.
Mr Morris — On the point of order, Speaker,
clearly the question was about departmental advice and
how it was applied.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — My question is to
the Minister for Finance. Given that there is no
legitimate reason for him, as minister, to involve
himself in a WorkSafe complaint, why, as the minister
told Parliament yesterday, did he seek departmental
advice regarding the allegations surrounding his friend,
the Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade?
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance) — While
investigations that take place within WorkSafe are
conducted independently of the minister, I do receive
reports and updates on those investigations in a number

The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Footscray and the member for Clarinda!
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance) — I will
certainly answer truthfully. I have spoken to Minister
Somyurek. I do thank the member for his question, but
I have spoken to my friend as a friend, not as a minister.

Ministers statements: SPC Ardmona
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I am delighted to
inform the house that I was in Shepparton, in the heart
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of the Goulburn Valley, last week to officially open the
first stage of the $100 million modernisation and
renewal project at SPC Ardmona. This is a new chapter
for this proud and historic Victorian brand. It is a
project that will transform and already is transforming
this century-old cannery into a modern food-processing
company at the cutting edge of food and fibre
processing, food and fibre technology, as a sector. This
is a leading example of innovation and reform — one
that I am very pleased to have been associated with and
one that all of us should take great pride in.
Dr Napthine interjected.
Mr ANDREWS — The former Premier, the
member for South-West Coast, asks: who funded this?
Sadly, of course, his best mate up there in Canberra did
not fund this. He did not fund it. He did not provide any
money whatsoever, because there are some in public
life in our nation who do not believe in industry policy.
They do not believe in partnership, they do not believe
in working together to help businesses put new
products into new markets.
I can inform all honourable members — and indeed
those in the federal government — that those jobs are
worth fighting for and that SPC Ardmona’s future and
the future of growers and suppliers and all who work in
partnership with that business throughout Shepparton
and the Goulburn Valley is a bright one; a strong future
and one that is underpinned by this investment in new
technology.
I want to thank the member for Shepparton for her
advocacy and her leadership. It was a great pleasure to
be with her in the heart of her community celebrating
what good policy is all about — jobs and prosperity for
the future.

Minister for Small Business, Innovation and
Trade
Ms RYAN (Euroa) — My question is to the
Premier. Can the Premier confirm that a second staff
member of Mr Somyurek, one who intervened in the
alleged bullying incident, was last week sacked and is
no longer being paid, but the minister, the person
accused of bullying, is still on full ministerial pay?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I thank the member
for Euroa for her question. I would simply point out
that she is completely wrong. There is a process being
followed here. It is appropriately being dealt with by
the Secretary of the Department of Premier and
Cabinet. That is appropriate. The question is riddled
with errors.
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Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, I draw
your attention to sessional order 11. The Premier was
asked a very specific question in relation to whether a
second person was sacked. He has not responded to that
question. I ask you to direct him to provide a written
answer.
Ms Allan — In responding to the point of order,
Speaker, the Premier in his opening words rejected the
allegation in the question and therefore answered the
question.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order.
Supplementary question
Ms RYAN (Euroa) — Noting that the former Labor
candidate for Frankston, Helen Constas, disendorsed
for allegations of workplace bullying, is now working
at the Premier’s electorate office, I ask: is it now the
practice of this Labor government that staff who stand
up against bullying are sacked and those who conduct it
are hired?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — The answer is no.

Ministers statements: bushfire prevention
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water) — I rise to inform the house for the
first time of the details of the inspector-general for
emergency management’s report into performance
targets for the bushfire fuel management program on
public land. Following the tragic events of Black
Saturday 2009, the royal commission recommended
that a hectare-based 5 per cent target for planned burns
be set by government, and this is the system that has
continued and has been supported by both sides of the
chamber.
However, the bushfires royal commission
implementation monitor, Neil Comrie, in a report tabled
in this Parliament last year, asked the government to
reconsider the rolling target of 5 per cent and replace it
with a risk-based approach. That is why in February of
this year the Minister for Emergency Services and I
referred this matter to the inspector-general.
There is no question that planned burns are considered
the most efficient and effective approach to managing
fuel hazards, particularly over large areas. The question
is: what is the most effective way to do that — through
a risk-management or hectare-based model? The
inspector-general recommended that the most effective
way to save lives and property is to move to a
risk-based performance target, combining it with other
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fuel management activities, as well as a few other
activities in relation to monitoring and predicting
smoke impacts.
Planned burns elicit very strong reactions on all sides of
the debate. Our priority is to ensure that the system of
planned burns in Victoria is the most effective in terms
of saving lives and property and protecting
communities. We are just at the start of this process of
determining Victoria’s future direction. The Minister
for Emergency Services and I have spoken to the chief
fire officers and established a community consultation
process, and we plan to talk to further experts. The start
and finish of this work is making sure Victoria has the
best and most effective planned burning arrangements
in place, with the life and safety of our communities at
the heart of that decision.

Minister for Small Business, Innovation and
Trade
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) — My question is to
the Premier. I note that the Department of Premier and
Cabinet secretary, Chris Eccles, when he was the New
South Wales Department of Premier and Cabinet head
called himself Mr Wolf to government staffers. I quote
him:
When I was explaining to people some part of what the role
involved, there was a proportion of the job which was just
cleaning up stuff.

Rather than the investigation into Adem Somyurek
being a proper process, will the Premier admit that
Mr Eccles has been appointed just to clean this mess
up?
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — The answer is no. But
might I just reflect that I think it is at least unfortunate,
and perhaps worse than that, that those opposite have
chosen to reflect on the Secretary of the Department of
Premier and Cabinet.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition will come to order.
Mr ANDREWS — The Secretary of the
Department of Premier and Cabinet will conduct this
review, as with all matters he is involved in, with
integrity, consistent with his obligations as the head of
the Victorian Public Service. Any imputation or
inference from those opposite to the contrary is a
commentary on them.
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Supplementary question
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) — Obviously my
supplementary question is to the Premier. The Premier
himself said this issue might be a matter for the police,
so I ask: why is the Premier using his right-hand man,
Chris Eccles, to investigate these serious allegations of
bullying and assault instead of referring them to police?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — The head of the
Department of Premier and Cabinet, Mr Eccles, will
discharge his duties and responsibilities against the
highest of standards. Members should be in no doubt
about that. Any inference, imputation or allegation from
those opposite to the contrary is simply wrong. Serious
matters have been raised, and they will be dealt with
appropriately and properly, with the level of
independence that I think is important. That is why the
Secretary of the Department of Premier and Cabinet has
been tasked with this. He is the head of the Victorian
Public Service, and the actions that have been taken are
entirely appropriate.

Ministers statements: education funding
Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) — I rise to
inform the house of the immediate progress the
Andrews government has made in rolling out our
historic capital works program. This in stark contrast to
those opposite, who abandoned our schools, cut the
capital program in half and somehow expected schools
to cope with enrolment pressures and buildings that
were falling down around them.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MERLINO — In the face of chronic
underfunding by those opposite, and with a federal
government that intends to rip $1 billion out of our
schools, the Andrews Labor government has delivered
the biggest single boost to education funding in the
state’s history, including the largest school
infrastructure program at a cost of $730 million.
Since the budget was handed down, principals and
school leaders across the state have attended or will
attend bricks and mortar training days this month to
assist schools to plan their capital investment. For new
schools, work has immediately commenced in planning
and market searches for sites where required.
I will give just a snapshot of what Labor will deliver
out of the budget: the relocation of Warrnambool
Special Developmental School, which was ignored by
the former Premier; a $10 million redevelopment of the
Phoenix P-12 Community College; a $10 million
rebuild of Essendon Keilor College, labelled
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disgraceful by the former education minister, who did
nothing about it in four years; the new Sale Specialist
School; a new high school at Richmond; funding for
Sunshine College; the Morwell schools regeneration
project; a stand-alone Beaumaris school; $4 million
dollars for Monterey Secondary College; Geelong High
School; Viewbank College; Melba College — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The Deputy Premier will
resume his seat. The house will now deal with
constituency questions.

CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
Rowville electorate
Mr WELLS (Rowville) — (Question 256) The
constituency matter I wish to raise is for the attention of
the Minister for Public Transport. I do so on behalf of
students and parents of Wheelers Hill Secondary
College who live in my electorate of Rowville. I
recently met with a group of concerned students about
the school bus to and from Wheelers Hill Secondary
College and Stud Park Shopping Centre in Rowville.
I am advised that in the morning there are one and a
half buses allocated to Wheelers Hill Secondary
College and in the afternoon there are two buses to
return the students to Stud Park. However, the buses are
very overcrowded, resulting in many students not being
able to get to school or back home. The students feel
that, at a minimum, two buses are needed in the
morning and three in the afternoon.
When the issue was raised by my office directly with
the bus operator, Ventura, it acknowledged there was
an overcrowding problem but reported that the
patronage statistics do not properly reflect this, as not
all students are touching on and off with their myki
cards.
The action I therefore seek from the minister is that he
institute a Public Transport Victoria review to be
urgently undertaken of the current level of bus services
provided between Wheelers Hill Secondary College
and Rowville.

Carrum electorate
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) — (Question 257) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Education.
Can the minister provide an update to the house on
what actions are being taken to combat bullying in
Victorian secondary schools?
Under the Liberals funds were slashed from the
education budget, which meant many needy schools

Wednesday, 27 May 2015

missed out on programs assisting with bullying. The
Labor government’s antibullying campaign, Bully
Stoppers, emphasises that everyone has a role to play in
preventing bullying and cyberbullying in schools. The
campaign shows just how important it is if anyone sees
someone being bullied in school to speak up and offer
them support or to tell an adult. The schools grants
program is still being implemented, and between 2013
and 2015, 245 Victorian schools have run projects
funded through the Bully Stoppers grants program
assisting the implementation of strategies or programs
to prevent and respond to bullying.
I look forward to the minister’s update on this
important issue for schools, schoolchildren and their
families.

Eildon electorate
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — (Question 258) My
question is for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety,
and I raise it on behalf of the communities in the
Murrindindi and Mansfield shires, who share concerns
about the change of the speed limit on the Goulburn
Valley Highway between Yea and Molesworth. Can
the minister provide the evidence and data relied on for
the change of the speed limit from 100 kilometres per
hour to 80 kilometres per hour on the 12-kilometre
stretch of road on the Goulburn Valley Highway
between Molesworth and Yea and explain why it is the
best solution to address the number of fatalities in the
area?
This 12-kilometre stretch of road is in excellent
condition and is possibly the better part of the road
between Yea and Mansfield. There are overtaking lanes
in both an east and a west direction. Tragically, 8
people have been killed and 13 injured in 11 crashes
over the last five years. VicRoads reports that the
fatalities were not due to road conditions but were
instead due to factors such as fatigue, distraction, speed
and inexperience.
An enormous number of residents in and around Yea,
Alexandra and Mansfield have raised concerns with
me. Many are unhappy as they see the speed limit
change as not the best solution, particularly as it
appears the road is not the problem.

Bentleigh electorate
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) — (Question 259) My
question is to the Minister for Planning. I ask the
minister if he will visit Bentleigh to explain the changes
the government is making to the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT). For two years Glen
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Eira City Council has been implementing Matthew
Guy’s residential zones, which have seen Californian
bungalows in quiet residential streets make way for
four-storey apartment buildings.
Councillors often oppose these individual applications
and send them off to VCAT. The Planning and
Environment Amendment (Recognising Objectors) Bill
2015 means VCAT can now recognise the social
impacts a future development may have. Previously
VCAT had no mechanism to recognise community
concerns about development proposals. This change
means the community’s voice will be given
consideration in VCAT decisions. The government will
also review the former Minister for Planning’s
residential zones later this year. I ask the minister to
visit my electorate and meet with interested local
residents about these issues.
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Sadly, the Abbott government ceased funding the
program in last year’s federal budget, despite the fact
the national partnership agreement on preventive health
was supposed to continue until June 2018. I also
understand that the previous state Minister for Health
had assured stakeholders that a deal had been struck
with the federal government for the program to
continue. Yet it seems that with a much-needed change
of government in our great state, this deal has gone up
in smoke. Since coming to government I know that our
hardworking new minister has continually sought
assurances that this deal would be honoured and
funding provided.
I ask the minister to advise Healthy Together Victoria
of what steps the Andrews government is taking to
ensure that Victorians live healthier, happier and more
active lives.

Gippsland South electorate

Melbourne electorate

Mr D. O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) —
(Question 260) My question is to the Minister for
Environment, Climate Change and Water, and it relates
to the northern towns project being proposed by South
Gippsland Water to augment the supplies for towns in
my electorate, including Poowong, Loch, Nyora and
particularly Korumburra.

Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) — (Question 262) My
question is to the Minister for Education. Prior to the
election Carlton Primary School was promised
$10 million to be delivered in the first term of an
Andrews government. However, the budget shows only
$1 million over the life of this project. Can the minister
explain this discrepancy, confirm whether $10 million
will be delivered in the term of this government and
explain why the $10 million figure is not shown in the
budget papers, as is usual practice for capital works?

The minister will be aware that this project has become
increasingly important as industrial use, in particular by
Burra Foods in Korumburra, is increasing. There is also
population growth, and of course there are potential
impacts of climate in the future. The project was put
forward last year, and I understand that South
Gippsland Water is seeking about $21.4 million to
enable the project to go ahead to augment the supplies
from Lance Creek and Melbourne to ensure that
Poowong, Loch, Nyora and Korumburra have supply
security.
Has the minister received the business case, and when
will the minister make a decision on this project?

Essendon electorate
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — (Question 263) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Education.
Flemington is home to Mount Alexander College.
Many members of the school live on the Flemington
public housing estate and live in households that exist
at or below the poverty line. Can the minister advise
what opportunities will exist for the school community
to access the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
announced recently in the state budget?

Narre Warren South electorate

Bass electorate

Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) —
(Question 261) My question is to the Minister for
Health, and it concerns Healthy Together Victoria. It is
a fantastic program that 14 local governments,
520 schools, 938 early childhood services,
4400 workplaces and 1.3 million Victorians have been
involved in. I know that Cardinia Shire Council, which
is just next to my electorate, has been doing great work
as part of this initiative.

Mr PAYNTER (Bass) — (Question 264) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Education. I
recently had the pleasure of meeting with Mr Garry
Dennis, principal of Wonthaggi Secondary College,
together with shadow Minister for Education, the
member for Ferntree Gully.
On 30 September 2014, as reported in the Great
Southern Star, Labor stated that the McBride campus
was in ‘appalling condition’. On 21 November 2014
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Labor stated, as reported in the South Gippsland
Sentinel-Times:
Out of the $510 million, Wonthaggi will be built …

On 22 November 2014, as reported in the Bass Coast
Post, Labor stated it had:
… committed to spending $510 million on upgrading state
schools, including Wonthaggi’s …

When asked the question at the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee hearing on 12 May, the Minister
for Education stated:
Wonthaggi … was not an LFS commitment made by the
Labor Party. We are delivering on all our election
commitments in full.

My question to the minister is simple: why has the
government broken its promise and failed to include the
Wonthaggi educational precinct project in this year’s
budget, and will it be included in next year’s budget?

Footscray electorate
Ms THOMSON (Footscray) — (Question 265) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety regarding the proposed bike lanes in
Footscray as part of stage 1 of the western distributor
project. It was great to see funding for an upgrade of
Shepherd Bridge included in the budget along with the
addition of bike lanes. The removal of trucks from
inner western streets will increase usability and safety
for cyclists. Constituents in my electorate have raised
with me the importance of safe and accessible bike
paths in the community. Could the minister outline the
time line for when we can expect to see these new bike
lanes, so my constituents can be informed?

MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
Education funding
The SPEAKER — Order! I have accepted a
statement from the honourable member for Monbulk,
the Minister for Education, proposing the following
matter of public importance for discussion:
That this house condemns the former coalition government
and the current federal government for failing Victorian
students and families, noting that:
(1) the current federal government has walked away from
years five and six of the Gonski agreement, slashing
$1 billion from education funding to Victoria for 2018
and 2019;
(2) the former coalition government failed to fund the
Gonski agreement in 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017,
leaving a black hole of over $850 million; and
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(3) the former coalition government decreased annual
funding to TAFE by 36 per cent, or $265 million, over
the past four years.

Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) — I rise to
speak on the matter of public importance in my name.
The cuts that are outlined in the matter of public
importance before us today demonstrate both the extent
to which those opposite neglected our education system
whilst they were in office and the pain the Abbott
government will inflict on Victorian schools, families
and students in 2018 and 2019.
This government is firmly committed to delivering on
its fundamental belief that every child deserves every
chance to succeed in education, no matter what their
background is or what school they attend. It is with this
ethos that the government is making Victoria the
education state. We have invested in school capital. We
are investing in supports for families, and we have fixed
the Gonski black hole the Liberals left behind.
I would like briefly to remind the house of the damage
inflicted on Victoria’s education system by the previous
government. The coalition government halved the
capital investment in our schools, cut the education
maintenance allowance supports for vulnerable
families, cut Victorian certificate of applied learning
coordinators, cut regional supports, including literacy
and numeracy coaches, and left our principals and
teachers feeling abandoned by the system that is meant
to support them.
In stark contrast, our government came to power on one
of the most important and ambitious promises it could
possibly make: a promise to all Victorians to establish
Victoria as the education state. We have shown that we
do not just make the promises; we deliver on them with
real and tangible actions. Already our investment is
historic. We are investing nearly $4 billion across the
education system. This is the biggest ever single boost
to education funding. The Gonski agreement first and
foremost means providing support for disadvantaged
students. It is vitally important that we make sure this
funding flows to schools where it can make a real and
lasting difference to children’s lives.
As promised, we will deliver full transparency on the
Gonski agreement so that when government schools get
their indicative budgets in September this year, those
budgets will include a specific line item detailing how
much each school will receive under Gonski. This is
something the previous government could not deliver.
It is easy to think of Gonski in the abstract — that it is
just a word or an idea that has now become
meaningless — but, believe me, the idea that Gonski
represents has real meaning for our students, for our
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families and for the teachers and principals in our
schools. Since coming to office I have received
hundreds, if not thousands, of letters from parents,
teachers and principals for whom the promise of
Gonski is very real. I have heard thousands of stories of
the damage inflicted through the heartless cuts of the
previous government to our education system and its
empty promises that were never delivered on.
Let me remind the house that it was the previous
government that slashed and then permanently cut —
removed — the education maintenance allowance. As a
result of that I am sure every member of the house,
including those opposite, has received hundreds of
letters from struggling families across the state who are
desperate to find some way of giving their child the
same access as their classmates to the very basics of
education and access to opportunities. The
government’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund will
allow this to happen. More than 200 000 families will
now be able to give their kids the same opportunities
and experiences at school as everyone else.
As a result of the previous government chronically
underfunding school infrastructure, the pressure on our
school system has grown to such a level that the
movement of portable classrooms around the state
increased by 500 per cent. It was not building the
schools and it was not delivering the upgrades to cater
for enrolment, so there was a 500 per cent movement in
relocatables. It ripped apart the fabric of some school
communities, with key buildings being converted into
classrooms as stopgap measures to meet the needs in
our growth areas. The chronic underinvestment has
seen kids learning in classrooms desperately in need of
refurbishment and at least one circumstance where
year 12 students were being taught in the canteen
because there was no other space for them. Such lack of
foresight has led to no new schools being slated to open
in 2016. Our $568 million investment in government
school infrastructure is the first step towards repairing
all of this damage.
During that period I became aware of parents with
disabled children crying out for extra support and
understanding for the challenges their kids face. For the
first time ever in Victoria this government is providing
a dedicated $10 million fund to help schools become
more inclusive. We have a special needs plan, which is
all about ensuring that teacher education for special
needs is compulsory and that there is a review of the
Program for Students with Disabilities funding.
I have heard about kids slipping away from education
because they do not have the people around them to
encourage and inspire them. We want as many of these
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kids as possible to continue to reap the benefits of
education. That is why the government is contributing
$1.6 million to link them with mentors and help them in
school or training.
I have heard from teachers about the thousands of kids
they see coming to school distracted and lethargic for
the simple reason that they have not had breakfast. Our
$13.7 million investment in school breakfast clubs will
mean 25 000 kids will get access to the start that they
need with full bellies. There are kids who fall behind
just because the cost of eyeglasses is beyond the means
of their families, who are struggling to make ends meet.
We will address that with our Glasses for Kids
program.
I have heard some horrendous stories from parents of
kids who no longer want to go to school because they
have been made to feel like they do not belong. That is
why we are expanding the reach of the Safe Schools
Coalition to every government secondary school, so
same-sex attracted and gender diverse students
experience an environment that is inclusive for all kids.
I have heard from principals across the state that the
extra funds their schools were meant to get through the
Gonski agreement to help the state’s most
disadvantaged students just were not there. The list
goes on. This is a legacy that was left by those opposite.
The stewardship of our education system is a matter of
the utmost public importance, and this is what those
opposite did with it. Across the 2016 and 2017 school
years Victorian kids were set to miss out on over
$800 million under the Liberals. That is what those
opposite would have delivered for our schools — an
$800 million gap in Gonski funding if they had been
successful in the election last November. Our state
education budget line plugs the Gonski black hole they
left. For the first time ever in Victoria we have met our
obligations under Gonski, with full allocations for the
2015, 2016 and 2017 school years to make up the huge
shortfall in allocated funding to the Department of
Education and Training that was left by the previous
government.
The figure of $800 million over 2016 and 2017 is based
on a nationally agreed methodology for calculating
funding that counts towards the Gonski agreement. This
is the methodology that everyone adheres to: the
commonwealth government and all states and
territories. It is the only methodology that determines
Gonski funding. It is the only methodology that informs
how school funding data is reported on the MySchool
website, and it is the methodology used under the
investigation I requested be conducted by the
Department of Education and Training with the support
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of the Department of Treasury and Finance. The
investigation confirmed an $800 million shortfall over
2016 and 2017. The previous government, in typical
fashion, short-changed Victorian students by using
opaque budgets to hide the fact that it was walking
away from its obligations. This deception is a matter of
public importance.

currently allocated and used; commonwealth
contributions to government school funding in Victoria;
how the student resource package is calculated,
constructed and distributed; and how to make sure the
system is clear and transparent for principals and school
communities on school funding and the way it is
determined.

School principals knew it was not there, parents knew it
was not there, and our investigation has shown that they
were right. The Gonski funding was not there in the
budgets that schools have received over 2014 and 2015,
but the previous government was not working on its
own. This year’s federal budget confirms that
Christopher Pyne, the federal Minister for Education
and Training, has short-changed Victorian students by
around $1 billion by walking away from years five and
six of the Gonski agreement — that is, $1 billion would
have been allocated to provide for every school and
student in Victoria, both government and
non-government. The Gonski reforms were due to be
implemented over six years from 2014 to make sure
that every student in every school received the
opportunities and support they needed to achieve their
best. The Andrews government will continue to fight
the commonwealth for these crucial years of funding.
The Abbott government’s decision not to reverse its
cuts in the crucial fifth and sixth years of Gonski
reforms will have a devastating impact on
commonwealth funding to Victorian schools.

The review will be completed by the end of 2015, and
recommendations will be given to me on how to deliver
a funding system that supports schools to achieve the
best results for Victorian students. For the first time
ever, we are fully funding the Gonski reforms for
2015–17. The Bracks review, which I have talked
about, will inform our budget decisions beyond 2017.

To give that some context, the $1 billion that the
commonwealth has ripped away from some of
Victoria’s most disadvantaged students could have paid
for more than 8000 teachers, or more than 10 000 allied
health staff, who could provide critical supports to meet
the additional needs of our students. The government
knows how much this funding means to Victorian
students and families. We will not flinch when it comes
to taking the fight to the Abbott government. We will
continue to fight for years five and six of the funding.
Our next opportunity to do just that will come at the
ministerial council meeting this Friday, and I intend to
do it.
After inheriting this $800 million black hole in the
state’s education budget and having experienced a
federal government that consistently shows it is
unwilling to fund education, the Victorian government
has launched a wideranging review into school funding
to be led by a former Victorian Premier, the
Honourable Steve Bracks.
Given the uncertainty created by the previous state and
current federal Liberal governments, the Bracks review
will consider how government school funding is

If you look to New South Wales, you will see exactly
the same process. Before the New South Wales
government embarked on the educational reforms
agreed to under the Gonski national agreement, it
conducted a base review of school budgets. It did the
review first and then delivered the reforms. When those
opposite were in government, they did nothing in that
respect. There was no base review, no
acknowledgement of school budgets and no analysis of
the student resource package. They simply decided to
publicly say that they had signed up to the Gonski
national agreement and that they were funding it in full.
In reality they left a black hole of over $850 million for
the first four years of the agreement. We will not do
that. There will be a base review, which will be
conducted over the course of the next six months. It
will inform our budget decisions beyond 2017. Only
Victorian Labor is committed to the Gonski national
agreement. Schools will see the reality of that
commitment when they receive their school funding in
September. They will see that we back our commentary
with action.
As I said, unlike the opposition, the Labor government
is committed to the Gonski agreement. We are working
to address the massive black hole left by the previous
state and the current federal Liberal governments. Steve
Bracks has agreed to undertake the review on a pro
bono basis. He is keen to ensure that through the review
he will have many opportunities to speak with
Victorian school principals, parents and professional
organisations and that the views of those on the ground
will be heard and acted upon. We will not turn our
backs on Victoria’s schools and families. We are
determined to make Victoria the education state.
Our very first budget delivers the single biggest boost
to education funding in the history of Victoria. We are
fully funding the Gonski agreement, and we are going
to take up the fight with the federal government. We
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will do so on Friday. We will do so every week and
every month, and we will do so during the federal
election campaign as well.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) — It gives me
pleasure to rise to contribute to the debate on this
important matter of public importance. It is important
that we have the opportunity to talk about Victoria’s
involvement in the Gonski agreement. It is a vital issue
of significance to all Victorians, and I am very pleased
to see it is on the agenda today.
By way of background, the former coalition
government negotiated an agreement with the former
federal education minister, Bill Shorten. Members may
recall that at the time people wanted us to sign up to the
agreement early, but we held out on signing the Gonski
deal until we were given the best opportunity. I must
say that when Bill Shorten replaced Peter Garrett, we
managed to get a better deal for Victoria, and that is
why the former coalition government signed up to the
deal. It was a six-year deal. We signed up to the deal,
and we guaranteed that we would pay for it for six
years.
From the contribution made by the minister, it is clear
that the Labor Party is telling Victorians they should be
honoured by the fact that this government is going to
fund the agreement for only four years. It is not
interested in funding years five and six. In fact during
the hearings of the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee (PAEC), the Minister for Education was
asked on at least four occasions by the member for
Mornington whether he would publicly commit to
funding years five and six of the Gonski agreement, and
the minister would not guarantee that funding. As we
have just heard, the best Victorians are being offered is
a review to be conducted by former Premier Steve
Bracks. I can tell the house what Victorians want to
hear from the education minister — that is, whether he
will fund years five and six. It is a simple question: will
he or will he not? It is clear that this government is not
willing to tell Victorians it will fund years five and six.
The minister commented on the alleged $800 million
black hole, and I am aware that on 28 April there was a
front-page article in the Age which talked about this
alleged black hole. The very next day in the ‘Comment’
section, the Age published a response to its own article.
It says:
… blaming the previous government.
It’s hard not to be cynical about an unverified accusation
made just a week before the Andrews government hands
down its first budget.
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It continues:
There was no documentation backing Merlino’s black hole
claim, and … no clear commitment from the state
government that they will fund the final two years of the
needs-based Gonski school funding model.

These are the words from the Age. Members should
understand that this drop about an alleged $800 million
black hole was handed to the Age by the minister, and
the very next day the Age, in response to that drop,
came out and questioned the veracity of the claims that
were made by the minister.
Some of us may recall the minister talking about the
alleged $800 million black hole, which was the result of
an investigation conducted by the Department of
Treasury and Finance and the Department of Education
and Training. Members of the house may recall that the
minister was given the opportunity in the house to table
that report. Of course the whole issue centred around
the report and the minister was unwilling to table the
report. In addition, the so-called report which was the
whole basis of this $800 million black hole was then
raised by the member for Mornington during the PAEC
hearings. He asked the minister whether he would table
the report at PAEC, and, repeating the position he had
taken in the house in the previous week, the minister
again refused to table the report.
Victorians were told by the education minister that
there is an $800 million funding black hole which came
to light as a result of an investigation by the Department
of Treasury and Finance and the Department of
Education and Training. The Age has asked the minister
for information, but it has not been provided with any
information that proves the point the minister has made.
The minister made the point; nobody else made the
point. He made the claim, but no information was
provided to the Age to back it up.
In this house the minister claimed that his whole
position on this issue was based on a so-called report
prepared by two departments. The minister was given
the opportunity by the Leader of the Opposition to table
the report in this house, but he did not take up that
opportunity. One can only wonder what he is hiding.
He talks about transparency and makes claims in this
house, but when asked by the Age, the Victorian
Parliament and the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee to table the information upon which he is
basing these claims he refuses to do so.
On Gonski funding, the minister made the claim that he
would be providing details of Gonski funding to every
school. He was then asked a very simple question:
would he provide a copy of that information to the

MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
1592

ASSEMBLY

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee? Would he
provide the committee with a list of every school? What
was the minister’s response? He refused to do so. What
is the minister hiding? He talks about transparency, but
when he was asked to table the information by the
member for Gippsland South on the day, he refused to
do so. That exchange appears on page 16 of the
transcript, and the minister may wish to look at that
transcript.
There are a number of things I would like to go through
in the very short time I have left to deal with this very
important issue. I turn now to the issue of asbestos. A
Labor candidate, Tony Clark, who failed in his bid to
become a member of this house, repeated a claim that
was made by Labor that it would ‘make our schools
asbestos free by 2020’. And prior to the election Labor
announced that it would provide $100 million to
remove asbestos from 250 portables. We now see in
this year’s budget that there is $42 million for
200 portables. What happened to the 50 portables?
They have just dropped over the side.
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done so? As we know, Labor makes claims in
opposition but does not deliver on them.
I turn now to the capital budget. When I look at this
document, which is the government’s own document,
all I can say is, ‘Heaven help Victorians who live in
regional Victoria’. As the member for Mildura would
know — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! I ask
honourable members to allow the member to make his
contribution without having people shouting at him.
Mr WAKELING — The people in Merbein would
have to travel 430 kilometres to get to the closest school
to have received a capital upgrade. The people in
Wodonga — and I was there with the member for
Benambra last week — would have to travel
260 kilometres to find the nearest school to receive a
capital investment under this government.

It was alleged at PAEC that the cost of removing
asbestos from all schools is upwards of $800 million, so
how can the minister possibly claim that his $42 million
funding allocation, which is part of a $100 million
funding allocation, is going to ensure that every school
in this state will be asbestos free by the year 2020? Can
I just say that there are numerous schools that I have
visited across this state that have asbestos, and I know
those schools have not been provided with one cent of
commitment by this government over the next four
years. So if the minister is re-elected, he has two years
to spend money on those schools for which not one
commitment has been made.

When you talk to people in regional Victoria it is clear
they have been left out in the cold — this from a
government that claims to govern for all in a state it
claims to be the education state. We heard the member
for Bass earlier talk about the commitments that were
made with respect to Wonthaggi. The Labor candidate
said prior to the election, ‘Out of the $510 million,
Wonthaggi will be built and so will Koo Wee Rup’.
That is pretty clear. When voters in Wonthaggi walked
into the ballot box, whether they voted for the Liberal
Party or for the Labor Party, they expected to get a new
school. Now that Labor is in government we hear, ‘We
aren’t going to deliver on that commitment’. In fact we
saw the response from a member for Eastern Victoria
Region in the other place, Harriet Shing, that ‘the
candidate had been misquoted’. How can you be
misquoted when you make a commitment? You either
make a commitment or you do not make a
commitment. You cannot be misquoted by making a
commitment. What Ms Shing confirmed is that the
candidate made a commitment on behalf of the
government, which it was committed to, but now it is in
government it is telling the people of Wonthaggi, ‘We
don’t care. We don’t want to deliver for you’. That is
the message in Wonthaggi.

We know that it is alleged that it will cost upwards of
$800 million to remove asbestos from schools. I would
be very interested to hear from the minister what advice
he has had from his own department on this. As a
former minister I would expect he has already received
advice. My question then is: if he has not sought advice
from his own department on this issue, why has he not

If members look at what is happening in Armstrong
Creek, one of the fastest growing corridors, as the
member for South Barwon would be aware, they will
see there is a vital need for new schools in that
community. On 5 November the Labor Party identified
that, in addition to the 13 school public-private
partnerships already in place, it would purchase

An honourable member interjected.
Mr WAKELING — That is very interesting,
because the minister made the claim at PAEC that ‘the
budget papers provide progress on every one of our
election commitments’. The election commitment for
250 portables should be in the budget papers, because
that is what the minister said at PAEC. In fact we now
understand that the claim is for only 200 portables,
because that is what is in the budget papers. We know
now that 50 portables have gone.
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additional land for new school sites. We accepted that.
But in this year’s budget there were no commitments
for those school sites that were announced on
5 November. I remind the house that the minister said
at PAEC that in this year the ‘budget papers provide
progress on every one of our election commitments’.
That statement appears on page 22 of the PAEC
transcript.
The people from Armstrong Creek west would expect
to find in any of the budget papers some reference to
Armstrong Creek west. On 5 November the Labor
Party announced a commitment to that community —
‘We would buy land’ — on its own website. But we
now know that that promise, like the one for
Wonthaggi — I do not hear a retort from those opposite
that what I am saying is wrong — —
Mr Merlino interjected.
Mr WAKELING — If I am wrong, I look forward
to the minister highlighting to the house on what page
of what budget paper a reference to Armstrong Creek
west appears. I will give the minister the benefit of the
doubt if the government’s next speaker can advise me
on what page it appears. I am looking forward to
hearing it so the member for South Barwon can tell his
constituents. But we know that it is not in the budget.
Just to highlight where this government is at with
respect to Armstrong Creek west, I note that the
Geelong Advertiser did a story on this issue. The
newspaper asked the opposition for comment, and it
provided commentary. It asked the government for
comment, but did the government provide a verbal
response? No, it sent an email. The problem was the
email was headed ‘Fw: Wonthaggi Secondary College
quote’. Wonthaggi Secondary College is a fair way
from Armstrong Creek. That just demonstrates the way
in which this government is treating our community —
with disdain.
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — Let us
retort: what a desperate, despicable and overly excitable
attempt to put on the record a revisionist version of that
lousy former government’s history in education.
Where, ever, was its commitment to Gonski? What
those opposite have to remember is that it is a long way
from the classroom of the Haileybury debating class to
a debate in this place about what really happened in the
time when the member for Ferntree Gully was in
government. I will tell the member what happened. He
should come down to Hampton Park Primary School,
which is still waiting for the money that should already
be with that school.
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Mr Wakeling — On a point of order, Deputy
Speaker, with the greatest respect — and I appreciate
the member’s comment — I note that my brother is a
resident of the member’s electorate, unlike the member,
who chooses not to live in her electorate.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! There is no
point of order. The honourable member to continue.
Ms GRALEY — He is so cheap — so cheap and
nasty. He really is. So clever! Keep smiling. Goodness
me! A private school education did that for him. Well
done.
On this side of the Parliament we give a Gonski. We
give a damn about Gonski. When those students,
teachers and parents were wearing badges in the
schools they were saying they gave a Gonski too. What
were they committing to? I quote:
The idea was to create a system where a student’s success at
school would be determined by their ability, application and
willingness to work hard rather than where they lived, what
their family background was or whether they were Indigenous
or had a disability.

Both sides of the Parliament should be signing up to
that cause, because it is a really worthy cause. It is
something every member should want to put on their
CV. Every government would want that as its legacy.
That is why in this year’s budget the Andrews Labor
government has met — this is happening for the first
time ever — this state’s obligations under Gonski.
Those obligations are fully allocated for the 2016–17
years. It is all there to see in the budget papers. There
are none of the dodgy numbers we see from others.
I remind those opposite that we not only have put the
money there but are making up for this enormous
shortfall, this enormous black hole, of over
$800 million of funding that was taken away or not
provided by this government for the children of
Victoria as well as its parents and teachers. This
short-sighted view of education has left the Victorian
education system in a state of appalling disrepair, and
this is why — —
An honourable member interjected.
Ms GRALEY — That is their legacy. As much as
those opposite shout, as much as they come into this
house and say other things, their legacy is one of a
terrible government and a failed minister. If we want to
talk about Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
(PAEC) hearings, we should go back to the time of the
appearance before PAEC of the then Minister for
Education, the member for Nepean. Members should
have a look at the PAEC transcript from 2014 and see
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what the then minister said. He thought he was doing a
great job, mind you. He had unbelievable conceit. The
exchange in the PAEC transcript goes:
Mr DIXON — I think there is an important point that needs
to be made here that I made earlier: there are not two separate
buckets of money …

There are buckets of money running around. The
exchange continues:
Mr PAKULA — Gonski money is extra.

Mr DIXON — It is not Gonski money and it is not state
money. We see it as …
Blah, blah, blah. The exchange continues:
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educational reform. We see that in the report of the
Auditor-General on costs for families, which showed it
to us. While the government was trying to make things
up, it was here in appendix A. In figure A2 there are all
these lines, and in big letters appears ‘tba’, ‘tba’ —
representing no money. Members opposite were sitting
in their ministerial offices talking about six-year
funding agreements, but there was never any
commitment to it. It was a complete fraud. They were
never committed, as we are, to building an education
state. They never see funding as a very important
matter for schools. That is why on coming back in, this
government has had to not only lay the foundations for
building the education state but also repair the damage
the previous government did. Half the spending on
capital was removed by the previous government.

Mr SCOTT — This is nonsense. Who contributes it?
Mr DIXON — Because it is one bucket of money, like any
budget …

It went on and on. Later the exchange continues:
Mr DIXON — I will say it again: there are not two buckets of
money. The school funding that we — —
Mr PAKULA — There is no Gonski money … There is no
Gonski money …
…
Mr PAKULA — There is no extra money.
Mr DIXON — Both of those sources of funding are
combined …

He was confused, he was mixed up, he was fumbling
and he was bumbling, because the money was never
there, and he knew it, and he was pathetically trying to
cover up what was a disgraceful short-changing of
Victorian schools of their money, which they needed to
run the system properly. The system was falling apart,
and all he could say was, ‘I think I did a great job’. I
have news: nobody in the education system thought the
government was doing a great job, and that is why
people were wearing those badges. It is also why they
were coming to the then shadow Minister for Education
and telling him stories about how dilapidated their
classrooms were, asking where their money was —
they could not find the money that had been promised
to them — and telling him about how their families
were suffering because the education maintenance
allowance had been slashed. What sort of government
takes money away from the most disadvantaged
families in Victoria and thinks that is good policy? I
will tell members: it is a government that does not care.
It just does not care. Its members did not give a Gonski.
The fact is that the conservative coalition government
and its federal counterpart were never committed to

Imagine a school at Hampton Park that was ready to
start the rebuild of a classroom and then was told it
would have to keep waiting while money was spent
elsewhere. What about a school in Fountain Gate that
had improved its maths and literary skills so well that it
had been promised national partnership funding, but
somehow this was to come from one of the minister’s
magical buckets of money and they never got to see it.
That is what happened under members opposite when
they were in government. Of course there are their
federal counterparts in Canberra. There is the fixer, the
federal Minister for Education and Training,
Christopher Pyne, who thinks that $100 000 university
degrees and not providing money for students with
disabilities is the way to run an education system. I am
telling you it is not.
On this side of the house the building of an education
state is our no. 1 priority. That is why we have an
education budget that is the biggest ever. We are
making a record investment in rebuilding our schools.
For the information of the TAFE wrecker, the member
for Ferntree Gully, who spoke before me, we are
rebooting and rebuilding our TAFE system, and I will
give an example. Under the Bracks and Brumby
governments nine new schools were built in my
electorate. Not one was built during the term of the
previous government, despite Berwick being the
baby-boom capital of Victoria. Now that we are back in
government, new schools are on their way. However —
and this is a disgraceful statistic; you cannot rewrite
history to this point — not one new school will open in
2016 in the growth areas, despite people moving out
there in their droves and communities wanting their
families to be well looked after.
This government is about building the education state. I
must say that despite the loud cries coming from those
opposite, the review being undertaken by former
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Premier Bracks has received enormous and loud
applause from the education sector. When members
opposite were in government for four years, people
were wondering not only where the money was coming
from, with most of it not coming, but how it was going
to be delivered. This is going to be the most equitable
and transparent funding review that will deliver a
funding framework that will enable principals to plan
for their school’s future and families will be well
supported when they send their children to school.
The foundations of the education state are being
constructed. There will be classrooms to support
innovative learning, youth skills, technologies and
infrastructure, teacher support and training and genuine
partnerships with teachers, parents and communities.
This is about putting Victorian children first. It is about
putting Victorian families first. It is about putting the
Victorian economy first. And we will do it.
Ms RYAN (Euroa) — I am very pleased to rise
today to make a contribution to debate on this matter of
public importance (MPI). Improving educational
outcomes is very close to my heart and I know it is
close to the heart of many on this side of the chamber.
Labor claims that education is its no. 1 priority. We
have heard Labor members today say that they are
going to create the education state. It is a noble
sentiment and one that I support, if only it were true.
This government is putting politics ahead of people. We
have seen it time and again. It says one thing and then it
does the complete opposite, and we do not have to go
too far to find a perfect example of that. Page 3 of
today’s Age carries a headline ‘Funds-tight training hub
could soon close’. I would urge the Minister for
Education, seeing that many letters sent to him seem to
have gone into a black hole, to read today’s Age.
I visited the Hamilton District Skills Centre last week
with the member for Lowan, who has been lobbying
the government to fund the centre. She has called many
times, visited the centre and shown the Minister for
Education and myself through it. In 2009 the centre,
which was originally the Australian Technical College,
was converted and established as a collaboration of
educational institutions. Its advisory board includes all
of the schools in the district as well as South West
TAFE, Southern Grampians Adult Education and the
local learning and employment network, and has broad
community support.
The centre began with four students in 2009 and this
year has 186 students enrolled from schools right across
the district. It needs just $200 000 a year for the next
three years to continue operating. Its students have done
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all they can to make themselves self-sufficient. They
have been selling firewood, building cubbyhouses and
selling them, and catering at hospitality events. These
students are trying to raise money for their own
education. However, the minister’s department is
telling them that they need to find a self-sustaining
model.
This centre has had an incredibly powerful impact on
retention rates in educational institutions in the
Southern Grampians shire, one of the most
disadvantaged shires in Victoria. They have lifted from
35 per cent in 2009 to 68 per cent last year. The
Minister for Education, who is at the table, is saying
that we should talk to the former education minister. It
is my understanding that it was the Gillard federal
government that cut funding for this centre. The centre
was provided with funding, but this year it will be
forced to close if it does not find funding. The Minister
for Education is here now. He should simply fund this
project.
The principal of Baimbridge College, the local
secondary college there, has written to the minister on
no less than three occasions. In one of those letters he
said:
Notwithstanding the reversal of retention trends and the
successful outcomes for students and the community, the
Hamilton District Skills Centre will no longer be financially
viable in 2016. Opportunities will cease, classes will not be
offered and approximately 200 students from our district will
no longer have the vocational opportunities that have been put
in place since the end of 2009.

Earlier we heard the Minister for Education say ‘every
child deserves every chance to succeed … no matter
what their background’. I agree, which is why I would
ask him to fund this centre in regional Victoria.
However, because it is in regional Victoria, he is doing
nothing about it. As I have already said, the letter I
quoted from was the third one the principal has written
to the minister, and he has received no meaningful
response. You would think this would be a great
opportunity for Labor to demonstrate its commitment to
education, but this principal has received nothing.
We are talking about the future of the young people of
western Victoria, but when it comes to securing that
future, this government is all about spin and it is all
about the rhetoric. We on this side of the house are
happy to let the facts speak for themselves.
Mr Merlino — Like budgets.
Ms RYAN — Like budgets. Labor made all kinds of
claims about the training system before the election. In
opposition the Minister for Education and the Minister
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for Training and Skills both signed a pledge — I am
sure they, along with most members opposite,
remember it well — promising to reverse the so-called
funding cuts to TAFE. Before the election Labor
members claimed that $1.2 billion had been cut from
TAFE. The only problem with that claim is that it is not
true. Labor members are now quietly backing away
from it, because they cannot live up to their rhetoric.
This MPI has reduced that $1.2 billion to $265 million.
Labor cannot even make those numbers add up — even
those numbers are skewed.
Labor members have been selectively quoting from
years 2011–12. They are not taking their numbers from
2010, their last year in government. If you were to look
at those years, you would discover that funding for
TAFE increased from $487 million to $600 million.
The government is selectively quoting to fabricate an
argument that is dishonest and deceitful.
Mr Northe interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
honourable member for Morwell will have to go back
to his seat if he keeps on interjecting in that way.
Ms RYAN — The real intent of this is to distract
from the fact that Labor members are not investing one
more dollar in training in Victoria, and they are not
planning on training one additional student. Despite
their so-called TAFE Rescue Fund, they are not
planning on training one additional student. Just one
week ago the Minister for Training and Skills admitted
to this at the budget estimates hearings of the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee. He said:
In terms of the TAFE rescue funding, we are committed to
$1.2 billion, which the former government was and which we
are in terms of VTG —

Victorian Training Guarantee —
contestable funding out there — in terms of funding for the
training system. It is a substantial amount by any stretch.

There you have it. There is not one extra dollar for
training in this state, and there will not be one
additional student.
The TAFE Rescue Fund is a sham. It is about politics.
It does not deliver extra funding, and in fact it takes
away money that was previously used for training and
simply funnels it out to TAFEs. From my conversations
with people who work in the sector, there are very real
concerns about the guidelines for that funding. I am
hearing reports from more than one place that there has
been very little rigour around that funding. Institutions
have been told to produce a one-pager or two-pager,
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and the government will funnel the money out to them.
This is money that was being used to train people and
to deliver real government subsidised places, and it is
now being funnelled out for other purposes. This year
the government intends to enrol 443 687 students in
training courses. That is exactly the same number listed
in the 2014 Victorian training market report. When the
minister released that report just two months ago, he
said that it represented a failure of the training system in
this state. If that is a failure, why has he kept
enrolments at exactly the same number? The minister
has retreated now.
Those opposite know very well that Labor opened the
training system to contestability, and the previous
government inherited that from Labor. It was not this
side of the house that changed the operating conditions
TAFE was working in. It was those on that side of the
house. It was the member for Bendigo East as minister,
and it was the Minister for Training and Skills when he
was a parliamentary secretary. Labor exposed TAFEs
to a fully open and contestable market, and it failed to
give TAFEs the support they needed to operate in that
environment. This government wants to rewrite history.
It is trying to fabricate history. The facts speak for
themselves.
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — It gives me great
pleasure to rise today to speak on this matter of public
importance. It gives me great pleasure to follow the
member for Euroa. I know that many members of The
Nationals are in the house at the moment. I suggest that
they stay here and hear about the true state of education
that we inherited from the previous government.
I would like to point out to the member for Euroa the
Auditor-General’s report of April 2014 entitled Access
to Education for Rural Students. Mr Doyle’s report
found that under the previous government the
department had a limited understanding of the impact
its actions were having on rural students. He said that
everyone has the right to high-quality education to
realise their potential, and the audit showed that there is
no sign that the gap in performance between country
and city kids is likely to narrow. In some areas of
performance the gap is getting wider. The
Auditor-General slammed the previous government and
its failure to address the needs of country students.
Let me provide members with some figures to counter
what we have just heard. In 2013, just under 75 per cent
of metropolitan government students completed
secondary school compared with just over 60 per cent
in the bush. City students are also more likely to seek
tertiary qualifications. What we know and what the
Auditor-General showed us is that under the previous
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government it was kids in our country schools who
were missing out. I can let all members know that this
government will not stand by while children in regional
schools are disadvantaged.
I remind the house that we are talking about the Gonski
reforms, and I will talk a little bit about what the
Gonski agreement was all about. What was Gonski
trying to achieve? To that end, I might use the words of
David Gonski himself. What David Gonski said was
that the Gonski funding review was about building
equity in our education system. He said:
One of the easiest decisions we made was what we believed
‘equity’ should mean in determining a suitable education
funding system for Australia. We felt strongly and
unanimously that the new funding system should ensure that
differences in educational outcomes were not the result of
differences in wealth, income, power or possessions. Flowing
from this, it was critical that the new funding system be based
on need.

What a great definition of what an education funding
system should be about. That is why Labor got right
behind it, and that is why Labor remains committed to
implementing the Gonski reforms.
Let me tell members this: for the first time ever in
Victoria, we as a government, under our fantastic
Minister for Education, the member for Monbulk, can
proudly say that we have met our obligations under
Gonski with full allocations for 2016 and 2017. We will
make up the more than $800 million shortfall in
funding allocated to the department that was left by the
previous government.
Let us make no mistake at all — the previous
government was never committed to the Gonski
reforms. It never had any intention of delivering real
reform to our school system. It never had any intention
of addressing the disadvantage in our school system or
addressing the disadvantage felt by children in rural and
regional Victoria. They totally neglected children in
rural and regional Victoria. Thank heavens we have had
a change of government so that the children of rural and
regional Victoria will be looked after.
I decided to have a read of the member for Nepean’s
contributions to debate on Gonski funding in this house,
and, I have to say, what a joke! His contributions read
like one great conspiracy theory. The member for
Nepean saw Gonski as nothing other than a power grab
from Canberra and an evil plot to take over our schools.
Meanwhile, using autonomy as a front, he cut funding
to our schools.
Every school that I have been to in my electorate said to
me that under the previous government they felt that
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cuts to their funding system meant they were not able to
deliver the quality education our children deserve,
whether it was Daylesford Secondary College, Kyneton
Secondary College, Daylesford Primary School,
Kyneton Primary School, Lancefield Primary School,
Malmsbury Primary School, Hepburn Primary School
or Woodend Primary School. Each and every one of
these schools said that they did not see additional
funding coming into their budgets. Indeed they had to
cut programs and access to specialist services for
children, including speech therapists and psychologists.
All these services were cut under the previous
government.
Let us be clear about this. The Liberal Party and the
previous education minister never had a commitment to
the Gonski principles of equity in education funding,
and this lack of commitment from members on the
opposition benches is shared by their federal
colleagues. This issue is about the Liberal Party’s lack
of concern for what goes on in our government schools
and our most disadvantaged non-government schools.
Ken Boston put it rather succinctly when he said:
Why is Pyne so against Gonski?

We could insert ‘Why are other members on the
opposition benches, including the shadow minister, so
opposed to Gonski?’:
It is because he understands that Gonski is more than a new
approach to allocating recurrent funds to schools. It is a
fundamental re-imagining of Australian education. It asks:
‘What kind of country do we want Australia to be?’.

The Liberal Party does not like the answer to that
question. Talking about the current federal Minister for
Education and Training, Ken Boston goes on to say:
Pyne is shrewd enough to understand that strategic targeting
of resources according to need —

and let us be clear, that is what Gonski wants to do:
target resources according to need —
will do much more than reduce the impact of disadvantage on
educational outcomes. He knows that it will also reduce the
impact of advantage and privilege.

The Liberals do not want to see any diminution in
advantage and privilege because it suits their purposes.
To this end, I point out to The Nationals that they do
themselves and their constituents a great disservice by
the way they kowtow to the Liberal Party. The Liberal
Party has no interest in representing people in rural and
regional communities who are not advantaged or
privileged. The constituents of The Nationals are not
people of privilege. They are people who need strong
and effective representation, but they will not get it
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from The Nationals because The Nationals will kowtow
to the Liberals every time, and the Liberal Party will
sell the interests of country people short every time.
I am pleased to be standing here as an MP on the Labor
side of the house with a minister who is totally
committed to making Victoria the education state. We
have heard a lot about the $800 million black hole that
we inherited. That figure is based on a nationally agreed
methodology for calculating the funding that counts
towards the Gonski agreement. These are the rules
under which the Gonski agreement was signed. They
are the same rules that the other states are following,
but those opposite thought they could get away with
counting anything they liked towards Gonski funding.
As we heard earlier, we saw this shameful farce on
display at last year’s Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee (PAEC) hearings. While the member for
Nepean is in the house, I will quote back to him some
of his contribution at PAEC.
It is not two buckets of money …It is all of our money put
together that tackles a range of programs and ongoing
programs and just the bread and butter of schools over the life
of the next six years, or in this budget, over the next four
years.

What does that mean? What was he trying to tell us?
One thing we know is that the money was not there. He
was bumbling and fumbling his way through PAEC,
trying to hide the fact that he was not going to put the
money in. He did not believe in Gonski; the Liberals
still do not believe in Gonski. They do not want to
deliver educational equity in our system.
Mr DIXON (Nepean) — It is wonderful to be here
to talk about Gonski — whatever that might be —
because there are a range of definitions. The first thing I
want to do is defend the former government’s record on
education. Every single education budget in the four
years of our government increased its spending on
education. In fact, the last coalition budget signed off
by the Auditor-General had $1 billion more for
education compared to the last budget under the
previous Labor government. An extra billion dollars is
not a cut. That is extra money. Anyone who says there
was a cut in education is lying. The Australian
Education Union loves saying that because it is easy to
say, and it thinks that if it keeps saying it, people will
actually believe it. There was $1 billion more in our last
budget compared to the previous Labor government’s
last budget.
Let us get on to Gonski. David Gonski wrote his report
at the behest of the Gillard government, and it was a
far-reaching and detailed report. It boiled down to facts
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around equity and consistency in funding across the
states; that no matter what your background was, there
was an appropriate amount of funding for that
individual child based not only on their circumstances
but on the circumstances of their community. Almost as
soon as that report was released — within a day — the
Gillard government responded to it, and its response to
the Gonski report was an absolute bastardisation of
what Gonski wanted. It was an absolutely pale imitation
of what the Gonski report said. When Labor members
talk about what the Gonski report is, are they talking
about what the then Gillard federal government said
was the report or what David Gonski said was his
report? They are two completely different things, and
that is the history of it.
One of the main aims of David Gonski was that
education in Australia needed consistency — a
consistent model across all sectors, across all students
and across all states and territories. However, the then
federal Gillard government went around from state to
state, from territory to territory and from sector to sector
and started negotiating individual funding agreements,
which was hardly consistency. It turned into politics
straightaway. That is the Gonski agreement that Labor
members are defending. It was absolutely a totally
political exercise. The Gillard government was doing
deals with different states of different colours and with
different sectors within those states. All along members
of the then Labor opposition were saying to me, ‘Sign
up to Gonski. You have got to give a Gonski!’. That is
what it was; it was just an absolutely hollow slogan.
Labor members like slogans because they are shallow
and they can relate to them. The Australian Education
Union and the Labor Party like slogans. They say, ‘I
should give a Gonski’, but what is a Gonski? As I have
said from the start, the Gonski of David Gonski was
totally different from the Gonski that then Prime
Minister Julia Gillard started to negotiate with me.
Straightaway, to push those negotiations along, Peter
Garrett, as the federal Minister for School Education,
Early Childhood and Youth, put out a list of the money
that each individual school would receive if we all gave
a Gonski. It was totally discredited. The now federal
Leader of the Opposition, Bill Shorten, discredited it,
the then Department of Education, Employment and
Workplace Relations in Canberra discredited it and we
discredited it.
It was just useless, but everybody was using the list of
schools and what they received when it suited them.
Unfortunately inside that list there were 500 schools
that were going to lose funding in Victoria, mainly
government schools, and mainly poor government
schools. I was not prepared to sign up to that. Labor
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Party members in opposition, including the now
Minister for Education, said I should sign up to it
immediately. Not only was I not prepared to sign up to
500 schools in Victoria losing money, but also I was
not prepared to sign up to a program and a funding deal
that said Canberra could absolutely run education in the
states and territories of Australia. That was not what
was going to happen, and I was not prepared to sign up
to that. I was not going to give away the education of
students in the classroom to 4000 faceless bureaucrats
in Canberra who do not know how to run a school or
employ a teacher and who know nothing about
education.
Then we had a change of leadership in the federal
government. We got the Kevin Rudd mark II federal
government and Bill Shorten as the federal Minister for
Education. Bill Shorten wanted to do a deal. Remember
the deals: every individual state and territory were all
doing deals. It was nothing to do with David Gonski’s
report; in fact it was totally removed from it. Bill
Shorten, during our negotiations, actually said I was an
honourable man, and that was nice to hear. We signed
up a deal with him for $12.2 billion to be made
available over six years: $5.4 billion from the Victorian
government and $6.8 billion from the federal
government. Much of it, especially the federal
component, was backloaded and was needs-based
funding. The then Labor federal government told us
that Victoria’s needs-based funding model for
government schools was a very good model and it was
prepared to accept that. The federal government was
prepared for us to distribute its money according to our
needs-based funding model and also for the financial
assistance model which was used for non-government
schools in Victoria.
We also negotiated changes to the commonwealth
Australian Education Act 2013. Those changes would
have handed over control of our schools and our
curriculum in every single aspect of education to
Canberra, which I said I would not sign up to. The then
state opposition Labor Party said I should sign up to it.
It wanted me to hand over control of education in
Victoria to Canberra. I was not prepared to do that. I do
not care which side of politics is in power in Canberra,
a federal government should not be running our schools
in Victoria. The Australian Education Union told me to
do that, but I was not prepared to sell our schools down
the drain or the gutter to Canberra.
We then had a change of federal government when the
coalition was elected. I am on the record many times as
saying that the new federal government should have
honoured the years five and six funding, and I make no
bones about that. We did not sign that agreement with
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the Labor Party. We signed that agreement with the
federal government, and the contract that we signed
should be honoured by both parties. We were prepared
to honour the $5.4 billion over six years, and the
coalition federal government should have honoured that
six-year deal that we signed up to with the previous
federal government.
At a media conference in Sydney I stood with a Labor
minister, a Greens minister and a minister from The
Nationals, and together we called on the Abbott federal
government to honour the years five and six funding
agreement. Last year in Victoria we had the first budget
that actually started to deliver on Gonski to Victorian
schools. In fact when the schools received their budget
for this year at the end of last year they received the
first payments. Our most needy 500 schools received
their first down payment on the Gonski equity funding
for our schools. It is totally hypocritical of this
government to say that I should have signed up to
Gonski, when it now will not guarantee years five
and six funding. Government members should go to
every single school in Victoria and say, ‘We are not
signing up to years five and six’. In opposition Labor
called on me to sign it and I did. Now the government
is calling on the federal government to deliver on
years five and six, but it will not do it.
How hypocritical is that? The Labor government has no
status at all. It has no right to say that it is running an
education state when it refuses to sign up to it,
particularly as all along it said the former coalition
government should sign up to Gonski. We have heard
the government’s claims about the black hole, which
the member for Ferntree Gully talked about in his
contribution, but there is no documentation. The report
will not be tabled by the government. It will not give us
the details of the so-called black hole, because it does
not exist.
Apparently Victoria is the education state. That is good,
but we do not have an education minister. It is amazing
that the Minister for Education is not located in the
Department of Education and Training. He is never
seen around the Department of Education and Training
because he is in 1 Treasury Place. He needs to keep an
eye on the Premier and what is going on there. He loves
the trappings of power at 1 Treasury Place, but he will
not go next door to 2 Treasury Place and be a part of his
department. My sources in the department tell me that
they never see the minister. They do not know who he
is. Most of them do not even know what he looks like.
In fact he will not even refer to himself as the Minister
for Education.
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I saw a discussion paper that went out about the role of
the regions. When I opened the first page, I noted that it
did not say, ‘A message from the minister’; instead it
says, ‘A message from the Deputy Premier’. Goodness
me, he will not even own up to the fact that he is the
education minister! Is he ashamed of education in
Victoria? Is he ashamed of his role? He will not even
call himself the education minister. What is he actually
doing? He is so distracted by trying to keep his little
faction of three together that he is totally bereft of any
ideas of real educational growth and of making Victoria
the education state.
He is not there; he is not present. He is not present
intellectually, and he is not present physically in
education here in Victoria. If he really wants to be an
education minister, what he should do is move back
into the department of education, call himself the
Minister for Education and actually sign up to years
five and six of the Gonski agreement, which we did. I
signed up to it, with Bill Shorten. Those opposite called
on me to do that. Now Labor Party members refuse to
do it. They are an absolute disgrace to public education
in this state.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — Nothing could be more
important than the education of our children and young
people. I absolutely support this matter of public
importance proposed by the Minister for Education and
Deputy Premier. The previous speaker, who was the
previous Minister for Education, could barely get
through his 10 minutes speaking time. The central
thesis of his argument was that the Minister for
Education is the Deputy Premier. It shows how
important the education portfolio is to this government,
how central it is to our work, our beliefs, the fibre of
our being, that the Deputy Premier, who always gets to
choose which portfolio they take up, has chosen the
education portfolio.
The Premier and the Deputy Premier have said: we will
make Victoria the education state and we are prepared
to have that slogan on every licensed vehicle going
around this state, because that is what we
fundamentally believe in. I was really pleased that that
announcement was made by the then Leader of the
Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition in
Mernda in my electorate. Nothing could have
underscored more clearly the neglect of education by
the previous Minister for Education, that appalling
spokesperson for the opposition, who just had the
temerity to get up and speak in this debate, and who
comprehensively failed to defend his record. On his
watch there was a reduction of more than 50 per cent in
school capital spending in this state.
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The population of the fastest growing postcode in the
state and in the country, Mernda and Doreen, doubled
between 2011 and 2014. It is also one of the youngest
postcodes in the state. It beggars belief that the
government would not invest in schools in that
postcode. In 2009, when it was previously in
government, Labor had purchased land for a P–12
college in Breadalbane Avenue. It is serviced by buses,
next door a children’s centre is being constructed by the
council, and it has burgeoning primary schools all
around it. Mernda Primary School was built by our
government and those opposite were proud to put their
names on the plaque. We left them plenty of ribbons to
cut. They cut ribbons on Labor’s projects with one hand
and they cut budgets with the other.
Mernda Primary School was opened by those opposite
but it was funded and delivered by us. It has almost
1000 students. Its principal, Lynda Thompson, had
been saying to me for months, ‘Danielle, we’ve had the
bureaucracy, the support staff, around us. If we have
any issues around our student welfare, the nearest
education support person we have is in Bendigo’. If
there are children at risk of harm, at risk of family
violence or homelessness, if they have lost a parent or if
a staff member of the school passed away, we hear the
rhetoric that those on the other side love. They say,
‘Let’s have a self-managing school; let’s let the
principal manage the school; let’s have that poor,
hardworking educational leader have absolutely every
responsibility laid on them — because we have ripped
it all away’.
The person who claimed to be the Minister for
Education, the member for Nepean, who spoke just
before me, ripped out funding for youth workers,
school nurses, welfare officers, psychologists and social
workers. They are vitally important to supporting the
great work that our educational leaders do in their
schools. Schools in areas ranging from Hurstbridge to
Diamond Creek to South Morang, Whittlesea, Mernda
and Epping North had to phone Bendigo, which
serviced a region that stretched from Moreland to
Mildura. Then there was a funny little island in my
electorate. For some reason, the schools at Beveridge
and Upper Plenty had to phone Glen Waverley.
I will mention Beveridge Primary School. The now
Leader of the Opposition, who was then Minister for
Planning, moved the urban growth boundary so that
that school was inside the boundary and it lost funding
for rurality. A line drawn on the map by the now
Leader of the Opposition had moved that school.
Beveridge does not have reticulated water, it does not
have sewerage and it needs to maintain its own supply
of water for firefighting. Under the previous
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government’s watch the population of that school
increased by one-third in one year and the government
cut funding to it. There was a mobile dead spot, so
when the fires were ringing Wallan, the people in
Beveridge did not even know the fire was coming over
the hill, yet they were considered to be urban. The
previous government took away the rurality funding for
the primary school.
I mentioned the lack of construction of the Mernda
Central P–12. There was also the delay in building the
Doreen secondary college, now Hazel Glen College.
That work was three to four years late. In the 2010
budget, money was put aside for that secondary college
but the negotiations to sell that land stopped. The
developer came to see me and said, ‘Danielle, help.
We’re trying to sell this parcel of land’. The then
government had halted negotiations. Then,
miraculously, the school was funded in the then
government’s first budget. Those opposite had no
intention of building that school. They just used the
money from the budget of the year before and held up
the construction. The only reason that the school was
constructed was because Acacia College went belly up.
At the last minute, in a subsequent budget those
opposite ripped out money from Mount Ridley College
in Craigieburn, in another growth corridor, and said,
‘Here we are’. They ripped off one school community
to cover up their failure to invest in another.
When the former government got to its final year in
office, its members said, ‘Whoops, we really have gone
too far. We might lose the election’. They expected
people to believe that they then cared about education.
At the outset of his contribution to the debate, the
Minister for Education said that the underinvestment by
the previous government means that not one school will
be constructed in this state next year. That is because of
the failure of those opposite to invest. The Deputy
Leader of The Nationals said about those opposite,
‘We’re happy to let the facts speak for themselves’. The
facts are that not one school will be built in this great
state next year because of the underinvestment by those
opposite.
Suddenly last year members of the then government
announced a flurry of activity. They said they would
build the Mernda South primary school, which I
welcomed, but they also said they would build Mill
Park Lakes East primary school, which is next door,
south of the growth area and underenrolled. The then
minister refused to shift that funding to Mernda and to
other areas. Epping Views Primary School has
1400 students, but the minister refused to change the
funding. He refused to acknowledge he had made a
mistake and that he had no idea.
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Let me come back to The Nationals and also the lead
speaker for the coalition, the failed Minister for Higher
Education and Skills, who is now the shadow Minister
for Education. They bleated about caring for regional
Victoria. They could not care less. Given what
happened under their watch, The Nationals especially
are culpable. The areas with the worst outcomes of
educational attainment in this state are and have always
been in regional Victoria. Earlier this year the
Auditor-General tabled in this Parliament a report that
showed a 75 per cent retention rate in metropolitan
areas and 60 per cent in regional Victoria.
I saw that. In opposition I travelled around regional
Victoria, and I now travel as the parliamentary
secretary for regional Victoria. With all those cuts to
school support services the rates of teen pregnancy
went up and school retention rates went down. What
did the former government do? It cut funding to TAFE.
The south-west of the state contains the electorate of the
previous Premier, who is the longest serving member in
this Parliament. It is where I grew up, and I am proud to
say I grew up in Warrnambool, but it has some of the
lowest rates of educational retention in this state. What
did the previous government do? Nothing, except cut
education.
Finally, I turn to the schools in my electorate that were
bushfire affected. They had the guts ripped out of them
and no-one cared. They needed additional support to
deal with the ongoing trauma. There are more kids from
bushfire-affected families in the schools in my
electorate now than there were in 2009 and those
opposite cut funding to them. I support this matter of
public importance, and the other side should be
condemned for failing to care.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — It is a pleasure to
speak about one of the key issues confronting our
state — that is, delivering on the right of all Victorians
to the best education possible. I have spoken many
times in this house about education being the true
leveller and providing an opportunity for success
regardless of means or background. Our schools need
the best facilities and the best teachers and leaders. It is
ironic that we have this matter of public importance
before us from the Minister for Education talking about
Gonski and alleging that we did not support the Gonski
review, because six months into the job this minister
has already failed.
Those on this side of the house will recall our
commitment to education when we were in
government — $1 billion in funding, as the former
education minister, the member for Nepean, said in his
contribution. That was more than any other government
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prior to our time. Before that, 11 years of Labor
government had seen schools falling down around us.
We saw many examples of that. There were schools in
my electorate with pigeon poo in the ceiling and others
that needed complete rewiring. They were in an
absolutely disgraceful state because of the former
government. All it could do was introduce things like
Building the Education Revolution, which was about
putting up plaques and opening new buildings without
fixing up the existing ones. Labor absolutely could not
give a Gonski when it came to education.
Now let us look at Gonski. We have heard from the
other side that in the last six months this government
has been the saviour when it comes to education, and
we on this side have said that we are the ones who
really care when it comes to education. But do not take
my word for it, do not take the word of our shadow
minister or of anyone on this side of the house; rather
consider what others are saying. Let us look at an article
in the Sydney Morning Herald — —
Mr Nardella — The Sydney Morning Herald!
Mr SOUTHWICK — The education minister got
up to speak on this matter of public importance and said
that New South Wales is a perfect example of what we
should be doing; it has worked very hard and Victoria
should be doing the same. Meanwhile this article dated
17 March says of the New South Wales education
minister:
… he feared the worst for the needs-based Gonski funding
model after the Labor education minister in Victoria, James
Merlino, backed away from the national agreement and has
not committed his state to the final two years of funding.

The minister in this house is talking up New South
Wales and saying what a great job it is doing, while
New South Wales is saying that Victoria is a
disgrace — and under this government that is true.
When we were in government we had a well-negotiated
deal for Gonski. We made sure we got the best deal
possible, and now Labor is backing away. It is saying,
‘We won’t worry about the last two years; we’ll just
wait and see. We’ll have a review and look into it. You
know what? We’ll get Bracksy on the case; he’ll look
after it for us. Don’t worry. We don’t need to make a
decision about this. Bracksy will come in and sort it
out’.
The member for Melton said, ‘Don’t listen to the
Sydney Morning Herald. It wouldn’t know what it’s
talking about’. I will therefore go one better and look at
the Australian Education Union (AEU) website. I hope
those opposite think this is credible; I want to make
sure I am referring to the right source. An article on the
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AEU website headed ‘Victoria no “education state”
without Gonski, Premier Andrews’ states:
The AEU has put Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews on
notice that Victoria’s most disadvantaged students must
receive the funding that was intended for them.

It goes on to quote the AEU Victorian branch president,
Meredith Peace, as saying:
Victorian schools are the lowest funded in the country.
Productivity Commission figures repeatedly show Victoria is
underinvesting in public education …
Our public schools educate about 80 per cent of
disadvantaged students but have not received the funding they
need to support these students. It is inexcusable that the
Andrews government has now turned its back on needs-based
funding.

That is the AEU saying that the Andrews government
has turned its back on needs-based funding. Peace goes
on to say:
The Andrews government has undermined Victoria’s Gonski
agreement.

That is not from a member of the Liberal Party or The
Nationals but from the AEU, brothers and
sisters-in-arms of the Labor Party. The AEU is saying
that Premier Andrews, the education minister and the
Labor Party have let down the great educators in this
state.
But let us not limit ourselves to the AEU and the
Sydney Morning Herald; let us also look at the Age. In
an article dated 8 March headlined ‘Victorian Labor
faces backlash over Gonski school funding backdown’,
the Sunday Age states of the education minister:
… asked repeatedly if Victorian schools would still get the
state’s share — regardless of Canberra’s decision to only fund
the first four years — Mr Merlino told the Sunday Age the
matter was now ‘the subject of future budget considerations’
and blamed the Abbott government for changing the
goalposts.

This government has been in the job six months — —
An honourable member — Got the chequebook.
Mr SOUTHWICK — It has got the chequebook,
which it was crying out for, and it is blaming Canberra,
it is blaming us, it is blaming everybody else and doing
nothing about itself. We heard the education minister
talking about taking a leaf out of the book of New
South Wales and others. If government members were
serious about education, they would stand up and say,
‘We’re funding the total six years. We’re showing
some leadership on this. Regardless of what happens
with Tony Abbott, we are going to ensure that we fund
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the six years of Gonski’. But it is not going to do that; it
is just going to play politics with education.
But let us not listen to the Age. Let us not worry about
the AEU. Let us not read the Sydney Morning Herald.
Let us have a look at Save Our Schools. Save Our
Schools is an independent group working for the kids, a
parent body trying to stick up for schools. It said:
The Victorian government must be confronted by the public
school parent, teacher and principal organisations to address
the recurrent funding needs of public schools. It must commit
to large funding increases for disadvantaged students, the
large majority of whom are in public schools. It should follow
the NSW coalition government in guaranteeing the funding
increases planned under the National Education Reform
Agreement, especially those in the last two years of the
agreement. It should also commit to increasing funding
loadings for disadvantaged students because the current
loadings are much too low to bridge the large achievement
gaps between rich and poor in Victoria.

Everywhere you go people are talking down this
government. The only one who is talking up this
government is the Minister for Education. He loves to
blow his own trumpet; he loves to talk himself up.
Those opposite all love to talk. Let us have a look at
this good old talk, particularly the slogans. We had a
fantastic Labor election commitment, which was the
numberplate revealing Victoria to be the education
state. It is a fantastic slogan; if only it had some
substance, if only there was something beneath the
initial claim. Taxpayers will fork out $45 000 to ensure
the change of slogan for Victorian numberplates to
promote the Andrews government’s election pledge. It
is fine to spend $45 000, but what does it do?
This bizarre move comes as figures reveal that
government schools in Victoria receive about
$1000 less per student per year than those in New
South Wales, and $1500 less than their Queensland
counterparts. So we are going to be the education state,
but we are not going to fund the schools. But you do
not need funding, kids; you just need a numberplate!
We will give you a numberplate, and that will do. You
can at least think that we are a great state. What we
might be doing here is hand-delivering a numberplate
to every school. They can stick it on the wall and say,
‘We are the education state. We haven’t got any dough,
but we have a numberplate’. That is what the
government is doing, and that is what we are seeing.
There is no question about this government’s spin. It is
great at slogans; it is great at reviews. It is going to
have, as I said, another review. Former Premier Bracks
is doing a review. Bracks will fix it for them.
Those opposite could not make a decision if they tried.
They have had so many opportunities here, and all they
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are going to do is leave it to the department. The
departments will sort it out; the unions will fix it! The
AEU will not fix it, because it is calling the government
a disgrace. The government is left wanting here, six
months into the game. All it is about is spin and slogans
without any substance.
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) — Keep it calm:
breathe in green forests, out stormy clouds. It is okay.
The only people you are convincing are yourselves.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
The member will address the chamber through the
Chair.
Mr EDBROOKE — Thank you, Acting Speaker,
for keeping the volume in the chamber down, It is
teetering on — —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
The member will continue.
Mr EDBROOKE — I appreciate the chance to
speak on this matter of public importance, given that I
am an ex-teacher, an ex-special school teacher, and that
I am married to a teacher and have three primary school
kids.
Mr Northe interjected.
Mr EDBROOKE — Here we go. What zingers!
The absolute rubbish that has come out of the mouths
of those opposite does not even pass the pub test. I can
tell members that from visiting schools around
Frankston, especially lately, I can see that people know
it. The schools know that they are getting funded; they
know that they are supported by the Labor government.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr EDBROOKE — First of all, I would like to say
that I am flabbergasted by the actions of the federal
government — that the federal Minister for Education
and Training, Christopher Pyne, and Prime Minister
Tony Abbott could literally overrule David Gonski.
Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
The member for Burwood is out of his seat and
disorderly.
Mr EDBROOKE — The Gonski review is an
important review. To ignore David Gonski’s
recommendations is mind blowing. Gonski’s business
background is extensive — —
Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr EDBROOKE — He is a good man. He is
estimated to sit on more than 40 boards. Current
prominent positions held by him include his role as
non-executive chairman of Coca-Cola Amatil, and his
involvement with Ingeus, Swiss Re and ASX Limited.
He is also a senior adviser to Morgan Stanley. He has
held previous roles with John Fairfax Holdings. You
have to ask yourself the question: what are Christopher
Pyne’s qualifications to question David Gonski?
Mr Richardson — He is a fixer!
Mr EDBROOKE — Apart from being a fixer, I
would say he is a florist. He makes his own
arrangements. He does what he wants, and then bang!
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr EDBROOKE — You also have to question the
previous state government, which ripped $1 billion out
of our education system. I have to ask: how do
members of the previous government sleep at night?
The Liberals claim to be better economic managers; I
think not. If east–west link is not a good example, we
have the fact that teachers have had the chalk ripped out
of their hands.
That was strikingly obvious in Frankston under the
former Napthine government. It was doing the opposite
of the things the Gonski review recommended. The
previous government did that to get schools’ votes. The
former Liberal candidate for Frankston was from
Carlton and worked at Crown Casino. He googled
Frankston, committed $8.5 million to a school and said
that if the coalition won the election, it was going to
give another $10 million. So he bribed the school. That
is an example of how the former government was
splashing its money around — not equitably, not fairly.
While I do not begrudge this school receiving money,
to be fair it actually asked for $2.5 million and it had
$18.5 million committed to it. I wish anyone opposite
could just tell me why, because so far no-one can.
Whether it is a mistake, I do not know, but it has
happened.
Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
Government members should know that I am having
trouble hearing the contribution from their own
member.
Mr EDBROOKE — Unfortunately schools do not
get it, principals do not get it, communities do not get it
and I do not get it. Schools are a long way from the
casino. It is not about putting all your money on black
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and thinking it is going to come out okay, because it
does not.
The member for Ferntree Gully in his contribution said
that schools have been left out in the cold. In Frankston
they certainly have because while the now opposition
committed $18.5 million to one school, it left a couple
of other schools without adequate heating. There were
four years of cuts — in fact $1 billion worth of cuts.
Capital maintenance was cut in half. What did the
previous government do for four years? education
maintenance allowance schools in Frankston were
screaming for money, and now they know they are
being funded. In Frankston the same candidate made a
verbal commitment to a school to provide $800 000,
but then he would not follow it up with an email or a
telephone call and would not contact the school.
Mr Nardella — He was a liar.
Mr EDBROOKE — He was a liar. He lied to the
school, he lied to the community, and he is a liar. When
that bloke rocked up to one school and was asked,
‘Why did you cut the EMA?’, he could not even say
what the education maintenance allowance was, and
nor could two of his handlers.
Mr Watt interjected.
Mr EDBROOKE — The education maintenance
allowance. You cut it.
That candidate ignored every other school in Frankston
up to 30 days before the election, and when he thought
he might be in big trouble he committed some money
to a school. I think he hit Google again and decided that
school funding should be used as a political football.
Let me tell the house, school funding should not be a
political football; the money should go to schools that
need it, the schools that are struggling, because every
kid deserves the chance to have a good education.
Earlier we heard people talking about the money the
former Napthine government spent. Maybe the
Napthine government could have spent the $15 million,
which the Age quoted today as the former
government’s transport advertising spend without even
laying down one inch of rail in four years, on some of
the schools in Frankston.
Getting back to the Gonski review, it was the most
comprehensive investigation in almost 40 years of the
way schools are funded. It was commissioned by the
federal government in 2010 and was chaired by
prominent businessman David Gonski, whom I think
everyone in the room can respect. The review panel
received more than 7000 submissions, visited
39 schools and consulted 71 education stakeholder
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groups. But the federal Minister for Education and
Training, Christopher Pyne, decided to ignore its
advice. The review presented its findings to the federal
government in 2011, and the government released the
report, along with its initial response, in February 2012.
Since then the commonwealth and the states have been
deliberating over what to do with the recommendations.
We heard from the member for Caulfield that David
Gonski’s recommendations were not true to form in the
way the government interpreted them. When you see
the size of the Gonski report, you will appreciate it had
to be distilled down to some recommendations that we
could actually enact politically. I think we have done a
good job with them; we just need to hit the button and
actually provide the funding. That report shows that
David Gonski found too many children were being
denied the education they needed due to lack of
resources. We still have that situation now. I think
everyone can agree that no matter what postcode you
live in, a good education should be available to you.
David Gonski also warned that the achievement gaps
between students from different backgrounds were
larger than in any other comparable nation and that the
situation would worsen without urgent action.
The review recommended in December 2011 that
school funds be allocated according to the needs of
their students and what was required to educate each
one of them to a high standard. There are schools in my
electorate of Frankston that are certainly struggling.
Having had conversations with the teachers, I know
they can now see the light at the end of the tunnel.
Although it is impossible to give funding to every
school right away, we are looking at needs-based and
evidence-based funding and making sure that that
occurs.
The idea of Gonski, which some people might call
idealistic, was to create a system where students’
success at school would be determined by their ability,
application and willingness to work hard rather than
where they lived, their family background, whether
they were Indigenous, or whether they had a disability.
Having come from a background of working in special
developmental schools with kids that have physical and
intellectual disabilities, I must say that seeing funding
being ripped out of those schools was one of the worst
things I had ever witnessed. Gonski wanted the school
funding to be spent on more individual attention in the
classroom, extra specialist teachers, greater support for
children with disabilities and special needs, and
additional training for classroom teachers. Now we are
seeing those recommendations being acted upon.
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The agreement specifying the level of funding that each
government will contribute from 2014 to lift all schools
to an appropriate level of resources has been fulfilled by
the Andrews Labor government in Victoria, and it is
appropriate that we still push the federal government to
ensure that it commits to Gonski. It is not good enough
to just turn around and say, ‘I will fix it, I am a florist. I
am not going to do it’. The Gonski review contains
many facts. I seriously wonder about Christopher
Pyne’s intellectual capability, I guess, when he can look
at the review and then turn around and say, ‘We will
not fund it’. I am proud to be part of a government that
is actually funding the Gonski reforms, which mean a
lot to the people and schools in Frankston. It is
unfortunate that the members opposite cannot stick to
the facts.
Ms STALEY (Ripon) — I am very pleased to speak
on this matter of public importance sand to bring to the
house’s attention the needs of the students and families
in the electorate of Ripon, because needs-based funding
is of profound importance to them. I must wonder,
though, whether this topic has come up today so that
the Minister for Education can get a go while he is still
the minister. I note that he is so uninterested in the topic
that he is off somewhere else — presumably in a phone
box somewhere having a factional meeting with the
member for Pascoe Vale and Daniel Mulino from the
other place.
The former Minister for Education, the member for
Nepean, carefully set out the time lines and actions he
took to sign Victoria up to the Gonski agreement. We
need to reflect a bit on the difference between the
Gonski report and what the then Prime Minister,
Ms Gillard, and the then federal education minister,
Mr Garrett, did with that report as soon as they received
it. They recognised that the initial Gonski report was
not going to fly, so they went around to individual
states and did a deal with each of them to get up a
needs-based funding model.
The former Victorian minister, the member for Nepean,
did that deal with Mr Shorten. The bulk of the money in
the deal was always very heavily backloaded. It was
always going to be in years five and six that the bulk of
the money would come. It is really disappointing that
the current Minister for Education has not confirmed
that the years five and six funding will be allocated
according to the model that Victoria signed up for with
the commonwealth. There has been no agreement that
this Labor government will provide the years five and
six funding, which is where the bulk of the money is
needed, for Gonski.
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Needs-based funding is very important to Ripon
electorate schools. It was very disappointing that the
minister did not mention the words ‘rural’, ‘country’ or
‘country students’ once in his contribution to the
debate. The member for Macedon mentioned the
Auditor-General’s Access to Education for Rural
Students report and was very selective in her quoting
from it. No doubt she is learning very quickly about
distorting the truth, and she will have a very bright
future. The Auditor-General’s report says:
Students in rural areas have, for a long time, not performed as
well as their metropolitan peers.

For a long time! Let us reflect on who has run
Victoria’s schools over the past 30 years. Labor has run
the schools for two-thirds of that time — Victoria has
had 20 years of Labor government in that time. The
member for Macedon and other members opposite
should be reflecting on rural disadvantage and
remembering that they have run the schools for so long.
Even the member for Yan Yean talked about poor
educational outcomes in rural areas and said that rural
students have always been disadvantaged.
The Auditor-General’s report says:
Rural Victoria has double the proportion of people
experiencing a high level of disadvantage — 24.5 per cent
compared with 12.9 per cent in metropolitan Melbourne —
and a much smaller proportion of people experiencing
minimal disadvantage — 6.1 per cent compared with 41.9 per
cent.

Ripon is more disadvantaged again. I have a
parliamentary intern whose name is Ashley
Coleman-Cock. She is a Monash University student,
and very bright she is too. What topic did I give my
intern, the first intern I have been privileged to have as
an MP? Her topic is educational outcomes in Ripon. I
am still waiting on her final report, but she has done a
large amount of data analysis for me.
There are 47 schools in Ripon. I have schools that have
as low as 74 per cent of their students in the lowest
quartile of the Index of Community Socio-Educational
Advantage, and I have 28 schools that have fewer than
10 per cent of their students in the top quartile. Both the
state and commonwealth governments fund additional
support for students in my schools, but clearly I have
huge amounts of disadvantage in Ripon. I believe the
students of Ripon deserve the same opportunities to
succeed and to go forth and have all the aspirations that
everybody else does, and yet clearly the students of
Ripon have been getting a raw deal for a long time,
over a long period.
Honourable members interjecting.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order! I
ask the house to come to order.
Mr Richardson interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — The
member for Mordialloc will desist when I am speaking.
Ms STALEY — Continuing on, the
Auditor-General’s report says:
Attending a rural school has little apparent impact on the
likelihood of high-performing students completing school. In
contrast, students in rural schools who perform poorly on
year 9 NAPLAN literacy tests are considerably less likely to
complete school than students from metropolitan schools who
perform poorly.

I am very concerned that the Minister for Education has
not mentioned rural schools and has not mentioned
country students in his contribution. I do not see that
there is any focus on overcoming this profound
disadvantage that has, as the Auditor-General’s report
says, existed for a long time.
One of the things the government does not want to talk
about when it talks about education is the impact of
teacher quality. Of course that would be because the
union will not let it. There are many great teachers in
Ripon. I meet them all the time as I go around to my
47 schools very frequently, but I also meet principals
who are struggling to manage their staffing mix in the
way they would like. If we are going to have a real
debate about needs-based funding and about helping
my students, we need to talk about teacher quality and
about applying needs-based funding under Gonski to
improve teacher quality in our most disadvantaged
schools.
The minister is clearly not interested in country schools.
He is not here. He has not said anything about them. As
far as he is concerned, it is all about the metropolitan
growth areas. I am not denying that there are people
moving into the metropolitan growth areas who need
schools; however, for the students of Ripon — and I
remind those opposite that this is not a seat that my
party has held for a long time; it has not been in
government for a majority of the last 30 years — there
has not been any sustained attention by Labor
governments on the educational outcomes in Ripon.
Yet we have some of the most disadvantaged families
and students in Ripon, and their numbers continue to
increase as we have changing demographics.
Ms Thomson interjected.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
The member for Footscray is out of her seat and
disorderly.
Ms STALEY — If those opposite are really so
interested in education, I would like to see them coming
out and saying something about rural education and
disadvantage and why they will not commit to years
five and six of the Gonski funding. Years five and six
are where most of the money is that will come to the
most disadvantaged schools in my electorate.
The government really needs to get serious about
educational funding. It is all very well to bleat about it,
but if the major funding for Gonski comes in years five
and six, why will the government not commit to it?
Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order! I
ask the member for Footscray to acknowledge that she
is out of her seat and disorderly. I call the house to
order.
Mr Watt — They are the government.
Ms STALEY — They are the government. I thank
the member for Burwood. The government has to
govern, and in this case it has had time to think about
this. It says Victoria is the education state, so the
government needs to sign up and give us years five and
six of Gonski.
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) — It is a pleasure to rise
to speak on this matter of public importance, which is
all about Gonski. We on this side of the house can think
of nothing more important than education. That is why
this government is making Victoria the education state.
How great it is to have a Labor government in power
that is totally focused on education — a government
that in the recent budget has delivered the biggest
education budget in Victoria’s history.
Mr Watt interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
The member for Burwood!
Mr STAIKOS — I actually welcome interjections
from the member for Burwood.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
The member for Bentleigh will not take up
interjections. That is disorderly.
Mr STAIKOS — Absolutely, but when I speak of
the member for Burwood it is always about education,
Acting Speaker.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
The member for Bentleigh will respect the Chair.
Mr STAIKOS — Fair enough, Acting Speaker, but
I tell you what, Burwood has got a raw deal. It went
from a Premier to a diplomat to Graham Watt.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
The member will address his comments through the
Chair.
Mr STAIKOS — Thank you, Acting Speaker. I
will address my comments through the Chair. When I
think of Gonski, I think back to February, when the
Auditor-General released his report entitled Additional
School Costs for Families. This report by the
Auditor-General absolutely says it all when it comes to
the insufficient and, frankly, inadequate funding model
that we currently have for our schools and why that
broken system desperately needs the Gonski agreement,
which was originally put forward by the Gillard federal
government.
After this report was released I did something that those
opposite do not do: I actually visited the public schools
in my electorate. I visited McKinnon Secondary
College, and we discussed why Gonski is absolutely
needed. If you want to know why Gonski is
needed — —
Mr Watt interjected.
Mr STAIKOS — The parrot that is the member for
Burwood continues to interject — I tell you, Ken Bruce
has gone mad, Acting Speaker.
If one wants any further evidence as to why the current
model is broken, one just has to think of the education
maintenance allowance. The education maintenance
allowance was cut by the former government. What a
cruel and callous cut it was by those opposite. It was an
absolute stab in the back for the vulnerable families of
this state by those opposite, who do not give a stuff
about public education. They are private school people
who do not give a stuff about public school education.
The education maintenance allowance was relied on by
vulnerable families in this state for materials,
schoolbooks, uniforms — everything that is needed for
a quality education to ensure that children of vulnerable
families fit in. There is nothing worse than a child
going to school in the wrong uniform or not being able
to go to school camp and feeling as though they do not
fit in with the rest of their classmates. They do not care
about this on the other side — and why do they not?
Because they do not believe in public education. Indeed
they do not believe in Gonski. They never believed in
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Gonski. That is why their sad excuse of an education
minister, the member from Nepean, described Gonski
as a sham.
Mr Watt interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order! I
ask the member for Burwood to desist. I do not wish to
have to call in the Speaker.
Mr STAIKOS — He said Gonski was a sham. He
said Gonski was a farce. Then last year, when he was
before the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee,
he said:
In Victoria there is no such thing as Gonski money.

No wonder there was an $800 million hole when it
came to Gonski under the former government.
What do we hear from those opposite when it comes to
the Abbott federal government withholding funding for
years five and six, when the majority of federal funding
is supposed to follow through? We hear absolutely
nothing. Why? Because they did not fully fund Gonski.
There was an $800 million hole. Let me tell you,
Acting Speaker, this government takes a different
approach. This government has delivered the biggest
education budget in this state’s history, and that
includes $2.9 billion to fully acquit our obligations
under the Gonski agreement for the first four years.
But we have not stopped there. There is a lot of damage
this government is repairing — damage caused during
the one and only term in office of those oncers
opposite. Thank God it was only one term. We have
provided over $700 million for capital. Under the
former government, capital funding for schools halved
year on year.
Ms Thomas interjected.
Mr STAIKOS — Absolutely shocking, member for
Macedon, absolutely shocking. We have repaired that
damage. We have delivered more than $700 million to
build, rebuild and modernise schools in this state. In my
electorate we are still celebrating the $18.6 million that
has been delivered by this government to continue what
the former Labor government started in rebuilding
McKinnon Secondary College and Bentleigh
Secondary College — great schools. The last time they
received any love from a Liberal government, Henry
Bolte was the Premier of Victoria. Those opposite are a
disgrace.
I heard the dulcet tones of the member for Euroa from
my office in the chook house earlier, claiming that
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opposition members are the guardians of a good
education here in Victoria. What rubbish. They are the
vandals when it comes to education in this state. Just
think of what they did to our TAFE system. Our TAFE
system is still recovering from the biggest cuts we saw
to the TAFE sector in history — $1.2 billion cut to the
sector.
Mr Northe interjected.
Mr STAIKOS — And whoever is at the table
interjecting, you know what I say to him?
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
The member for Bentleigh will not take up
interjections; that is disorderly. The member will also
refer to members by their appropriate titles.
Mr STAIKOS — Thank you, Acting Speaker, and I
would appreciate some protection from the howls of the
other side while you are at it.
We have introduced a $325 million TAFE rescue
package. That includes a capital works component
through which the TAFE in my electorate, the
Moorabbin campus of Holmesglen TAFE, will directly
benefit by way of a new student hub. There is an
$8 million partnership with Holmesglen TAFE to build
a new student hub so that that TAFE can recover from
the damage done to it by the previous government. Let
us go through that damage at Holmesglen: 100 staff lost
their jobs courtesy of those opposite; course fees
doubled and in some cases tripled; and the community
service obligations were cut — and Holmesglen is a
TAFE that is renowned for supporting students with
disabilities. But do we really believe that those opposite
care about students with special needs and care about
vulnerable families? They could not give a stuff, Acting
Speaker. They could not give a stuff.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order! I
ask the member to use more appropriate language.
Mr Watt — On a point of order, Acting Speaker,
my personal circumstances lead me to be deeply
offended by that comment. I would ask the member to
withdraw.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
Will the member withdraw?
Mr STAIKOS — I seek clarification as to — —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
There will be no clarification. The member for
Burwood takes personal offence, so the member for
Bentleigh will withdraw.
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Mr STAIKOS — I withdraw.
In closing, it is only this government that is interested in
looking after the needs of vulnerable families in this
state and indeed in the education of the children of the
state.

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT
2015–2016) BILL 2015
Second reading
Debate resumed from 26 May; motion of
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport).
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) — I am pleased to rise to
conclude my contribution in relation to the
Appropriation (Parliament 2015–2016) Bill 2015. As I
was saying yesterday before the adjournment debate
started, one of the Parliament’s key achievements in
2014–15 and obviously one of the key functions of the
Parliament was to manage the state election in
November last year. There was an enormous amount of
work not only leading up to the election but following it
in relation to the coming and going of various members
and electorate officers.
As has been identified by both the Speaker and the
President in recent times, Parliament managed the
separation of 94 electorate officers and 40 members of
Parliament and the payment of entitlements at a
substantial total cost of $1.846 million. It undertook
85 electorate office audits and related administrative
and IT actions, including 44 outgoing MP audits —
with 24 MPs retiring and 12 MPs defeated — and
8 other transitions, as well as 41 incoming MP audits,
with 36 new MPs and 5 other transitions. That was an
enormous amount of work that was undertaken by the
Parliament. In relation to that there was also the
induction and orientation of 109 new electorate officers
and 40 new members of Parliament. There was a
significant amount of work involved in the opening of
the 58th Parliament as well, which entailed a huge
effort by all the key staff.
In relation to the achievements of the Parliament,
33 new interns were assigned to members this year.
Importantly last year the YMCA Youth Parliament took
place for the 28th time. I had the pleasure of
participating as an Acting Speaker. The 2015
Parliament House open day was attended by over
4000 people. Over 2300 people were provided with
guided tours of the building as part of Open House
Melbourne last year. Very significant community
events have taken place here.
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In conclusion one of the other matters I want to touch
on is the fact that Parliament has entered into a
partnership agreement with the Parliament of Fiji as
part of the Victorian Parliament’s strategy to support
Pacific jurisdictions. I was delighted to host a
delegation from the Fijian Parliament. They were
visiting the eastern suburbs and popped into my
electorate office. As I said, it was a pleasure to have
them visit and to share experiences from the Australian
and Victorian perspective, as well as meeting with them
later in the day in relation to that delegation. It is a
worthwhile and beneficial program that helps other
jurisdictions, which is what we all want to be doing.
In relation to the parliamentary precinct program, all
members see the continuing works on a daily basis. It is
a long-term plan to fix up and maintain this building.
Any building of this nature that is over 160 years old
needs regular maintenance, repair and lots of tender
loving care to keep it in the condition it needs to be kept
in as one of Victoria’s pre-eminent buildings.
Sadly for all of us there had to be a significant security
upgrade at Parliament House. That is very important as
Parliament undertakes to protect not only us as
members but also anybody who comes to and goes
from this building. I commend all those involved in
those significant works. Some of them are obvious to
the eye as we come in, particularly through the rear
doorway. Other work taking place throughout the
building is perhaps not so obvious but is nevertheless
very important. The work involved in rekeying the
Parliament House was another massive undertaking,
given the number of offices and other facilities in the
building.
There has been a lot going on behind the scenes. I again
commend everybody who is part of this place — the
staff who do a great job, particularly in supporting,
protecting, looking after and serving members in every
way so that we can in turn get on with supporting and
serving our local communities. I place on the record my
thanks to all those involved, including the staff here in
Parliament House and the staff at 55 St Andrews Place,
who provide IT support and other services. They
provide absolutely invaluable support for members, and
I thank them for their hard work.
Ms RICHARDSON (Minister for Women) — I am
pleased to speak on the Appropriation (Parliament
2015–2016) Bill 2015. The bill concerns all of us
because it deals with the workplace we are in today —
ourselves as members and all the support staff and
co-workers who work with or alongside us in
Parliament House. It is an important bill for the
Parliament. The Speaker and the President watch the
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passage of this legislation through the house carefully,
as should each and every one of us. It gives all of us an
opportunity to reflect upon the people who support us
in the work we undertake here in the Parliament and to
acknowledge and thank them for the work they do.
Over the years I have relied heavily on the library staff,
particularly the researchers. They do a fantastic job.
The quality of the tours conducted by the tour guides is
much better than anything I have been able to do on the
hoof when I have brought constituents through
Parliament House. The attendant staff have been
absolutely fantastic over the years. I think other
members have reflected upon Hansard’s ability to make
us sound far more intelligent than perhaps would be
indicated by listening to debates in the house.
I thank the Hansard staff for the work they do. I thank
the clerks. They do not get the opportunity to escape
from the chamber, as we do at times, but have to sit
through every debate. Perhaps they are nodding a little
at what I am saying. I appreciate that they have to
endure a great many debates, and lengthy debates, and I
appreciate that they do that in a very professional
manner.
There are also the workers who look after our grounds,
the workers who support our parliamentary committees,
the dining room staff, those who are in the papers
office, the cleaners and the security staff. I must
acknowledge that on Monday morning this week
people from ABC radio 774 came and set up and ran a
program out of Parliament House. A very dedicated
soul came and let them in in the wee hours of the
morning to allow them to set up their recording and
broadcasting facilities.
I do not want to forget our most important and heavily
relied upon staff: our electorate officers. What they do
goes well beyond the requirements of the job. Often
they are an undervalued resource, but from my
perspective I have to say I very much appreciate all the
work that my current electorate officers do on my
behalf. We are all very well supported by the facilities
in this building and by our co-workers.
The bill also provides funding for ongoing capital
works and maintenance. It is a very old building. I think
it is the best building not just in Victoria but in
Australia, but as an old building it requires significant
funds for upgrades and ongoing maintenance. In years
past blocks were flying off the outside walls of
Parliament. Now we see significant construction works
being undertaken on the outside of the building to make
sure it is preserved for generations to come. I also put
on the record my support for the beloved chook house,

Wednesday, 27 May 2015

which has been my home for a number of years now. I
know that certain health consequences might arise from
perhaps banging a nail in a chook house wall; however,
it is home to a great many of us, out there in the
grounds of Parliament House, and we appreciate the
resource it provides us in the work we do in Parliament.
The only small complaint I would make about the
chamber and the Parliament itself is that often it is
freezing cold in here. If we could get some attention
paid to the thermometer, that would really make life in
here far more bearable.
Mr Northe interjected.
Ms RICHARDSON — No, you don’t agree?
Mr Northe — You can wear a scarf.
Ms RICHARDSON — I do, and thermals at times.
The bill also funds and provides important resources for
officers of the Parliament, including the Ombudsman
and the Auditor-General — very important positions
and roles.
In conclusion I again thank the officers and co-workers
who keep this place ticking along on our behalf and do
so much to support us in the work we do. Their work is
very much appreciated. Therefore I hope the bill has a
speedy passage through the house.
Ms RYALL (Ringwood) — I rise to speak on the
Appropriation (Parliament 2015–2016) Bill 2015. It is
with great pleasure that I make a contribution on this
bill in a show of appreciation for the excellent work
done by the staff of this Parliament. To add to the
contribution of the member for Northcote, when we
look at the vast responsibility involved in running a
Parliament, their work cannot be underestimated.
I will start by referring to the committee support we
receive. As chair of the Family and Community
Development Committee in the last Parliament I saw
closely how hard the secretariats and executive officers
of the committees work. We have a number of
committees and, at times, a number of inquiries.
Inquiries such as the child abuse inquiry are quite
extensive and some could say quite a difficult inquiry. I
acknowledge the work of the committee secretariats
and the jobs they do in supporting the committees and
enabling their reports to come to fruition and be tabled
in accordance with time frames, and I thank them for
the work they do.
In addition to that, our parliamentary attendants do
significant work in making sure that our house is run
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according to plan and that Hansard receives relevant
notes and information, and they are also involved in
tours and ensuring that the public is made aware of the
functions and history of the Parliament. Our attendants
and other parliamentary staff do a fabulous job.
In referring to maintenance I will touch on the
contribution of the member for Forest Hill, who is in
the chair at the moment. In terms of general
maintenance, I was in the building last night when the
lift got stuck. Immediately our maintenance staff are
onto those things. When such activities need to be
undertaken posthaste, they are certainly on the job.
Whenever there have been issues in relation to
maintenance in the building, from my perspective they
have been attended to promptly. The maintenance staff
certainly do a very good job.
I also refer to catering. Obviously there are times when
there is a big demand on catering, probably more in the
last Parliament than in this one. We are served very
well by our catering department and the staff who make
their contribution through serving us in the dining
room, Strangers Corridor and the second floor cafe.
I look at the array of support services that happen
behind the scenes over at 55 St Andrews Place. The IT
department makes sure we have access, where possible,
at all times to the servers, from both our mobile devices
as well as our computers, and it makes sure that the
relevant upgrades are done, that our emails are
protected and that there is appropriate security around
those systems as well as our phone services.
Organisation development makes sure we are able to
manage our offices and employ the staff of the
Parliament through our electorate offices appropriately
and that everybody receives their pay on time. Our
electorate office staff appreciate that their needs are met
by organisation development.
The finance department obviously has a huge amount
of work to do, including making sure that suppliers are
paid on time and that things are managed appropriately.
Anybody who has had or worked in an accounts
department, or who has been an accountant, would
know and well understand the sheer volume of work
involved for our budgets and risks and accounting
departments. I commend those staff.
As the member for Northcote mentioned, Hansard does
a fantastic job in trying to decipher, I am sure, what we
say at times and ensuring the readability of our
contributions.
Mr Katos interjected.
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Ms RYALL — They make us sound good,
absolutely, I say to the member for South Barwon.
They do a fabulous job. Often they are here until quite
late at night, and it can be a tough gig. I certainly
appreciate it. Often there are noisy interjections in the
house, and still they are able to get those on the record
and make sure Hansard accurately reflects the
contributions made in the Parliament. It is excellent
work, and I appreciate that.
Certainly our library staff are also important from a
research perspective, and their ability in serving
members of Parliament and in providing information
that might be relevant to particular bills in a timely
manner is important and appreciated. I appreciate the
mail and print office, as well as the news and media
service. We are able to access the relevant news and
information we need from our computers through the
news and media service, and that is certainly
appreciated.
The member for Forest Hill touched on the issues
around security.
Mr Battin — Good member.
Ms RYALL — He is a good member. Security has
certainly been beefed up around the Parliament. We are
all aware of that and have seen the work and
contribution that has gone into doing that. Certainly I
appreciate the property and security team that supports
us, making sure that we are secure in our electorate
offices. From a property perspective the team members
make sure that we have all our requirements met in
terms of office facilities, and from a security
perspective they make sure that those of us who are in
here are safe. Security is very important.
The clerks do a fantastic job. As the Minister for
Women said, they endure long stints in the chamber
and make sure that good, professional advice is given
where sought. Obviously the knowledge of the Clerk
and his team in running the Parliament is much needed
and much appreciated in advising us on the traditions
and precedents of the Parliament.
It pleases me to be able to make this contribution on the
appropriation bill for the Parliament, which provides for
the relevant funds needed in order to undertake all the
activities and services that support the running of the
Parliament for the 2015–16 year. Those services make
sure that we, the elected members of the Parliament, are
able to serve in the way we need to in this Parliament
and in our offices. That is much appreciated, and once
again I thank all involved.
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Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — I rise to make a
contribution to this bill, which provides for
parliamentary authority for payments to run the
Parliament, with specific appropriations for the
Legislative Assembly, the Legislative Council, the
Parliament’s investigatory committees, the Department
of Parliamentary Services and the Victorian
Auditor-General’s Office. In form the bill is similar to
previous years, and there are no significant changes in
this year’s financial figures. It is therefore
non-controversial, but it is important.
I want to refer specifically to the jewel of the
Parliament, in my view, and one of its best services: the
library. Recently I hosted former Irish Prime Minister,
John Bruton, who is also the former European Union
ambassador to the United States. The former Irish
Taoiseach was on an international mission to increase
trade and cultural exchange with Ireland. He greatly
appreciated the Speaker’s warm and generous welcome
to this house and the acknowledgement he had from
this chamber. Upon returning to Ireland he sent me a
message, saying that Melbourne was the highlight of
his international trip and that the library was the
highlight of his tour of Parliament. I want to bring my
point down to how important the library is. We should
never take it for granted, not just for its architectural
beauty and heritage but also for the knowledge and
insights it provides to MPs.
On an issue that is particularly close to my heart and
those of my constituents, I reference The Price of
Inequality by Nobel prize winner for economics Joseph
E. Stiglitz. He sums up critical issues confronting not
just the United States but also Australia, and
specifically my electorate of Broadmeadows, a
flashpoint for globalisation and the demise of local
manufacturing and jobs. Stiglitz rightly notes that:
In a world of globalisation, creating market value had become
entirely separate from creating employment. There was no
reason to believe that giving more money to America’s
wealthy would lead to more investment in the United States:
money goes to where returns are highest … even when there
is investment … it’s not necessarily investment related to job
creation: much of the investment is in machines designed to
replace labour, to destroy jobs.

Globalisation offers benefits and opportunities, but this
is a critical evolution that needs a national, coordinated
response. The social impacts of inequality are
understood — higher crime, health problems and
mental illness, lower educational achievements and
lower life expectancy. These are results we know and
understand. That is why we need a coordinated strategy
for jobs and growth that involves small, medium and
big businesses, innovation for new industries and a
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strategic response coordinated by the three tiers of
government: business, unions and civil society. That is
why I am hosting another economic, cultural and
development summit in Broadmeadows — to make it a
case study for the future so that that can become a
template for other communities.
Yet successive Abbott budgets have hit families in my
electorate the hardest, according to independent
research. These are the poorest families in the
community, with the highest unemployment rate in
Victoria — an unemployment rate higher than Spain
and equal to Greece. It is further punishment to
Victorian families, which is becoming a hallmark of the
Abbott government. Unfortunately the Australian
Treasurer has refused my invitation to attend the
economic, cultural and development summit. Instead he
has passed my invitation to the Prime Minister. I hope
this is not simply buck-passing. My plea in Parliament
during the last sitting week was to try to get an answer
on this, but still all we have heard is the sound of
silence. I call on the federal government not to again
abandon communities like Broadmeadows —
particularly Broadmeadows, where there are twice as
many Muslim families living side by side with
Christian refugees from Iraq and Syria than any other
state electorate and where youth unemployment is
perilously high. It would likely be more than 40 per
cent.
This is why we need to have a coordinated strategy. We
need to have national leadership, and the only key
institution that has not signed up for this is the
Australian federal government. Instead of giving
national leadership and the Prime Minister being a
uniting figure, he has again this week indulged in
divisive class war rhetoric, describing federal Labor as
representing the welfare class rather than the working
class.
The Australian Labor Party represents all Australians.
We have always been the builders, and we are going to
build the jobs for Victoria. We are going to build the
rail infrastructure that is needed and then rebuild TAFE
to deliver a better chance for people, which is critical to
Victoria evolving into the education state and to
increasing jobs, growth and productivity.
The Appropriation (Parliament 2015–2016) Bill 2015 is
part of the Andrews government’s first budget, and it
has been applauded throughout the community because,
as the Treasurer declared, it ‘has fairness at its heart and
families in its reach’. The Treasurer has committed to
the economic and cultural development summit in
Broadmeadows. Meanwhile, the Australian Treasurer
should end his 50s class war rhetoric of the so-called
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‘lifters and leaners’ and adopt his own policy and
strategy. He should Re: think. He should come to
Broadmeadows to meet the heavy lifters who have
underwritten Victoria’s prosperity for generations. If he
will not come, the Prime Minister should come. He
should come to Broadmeadows because he needs to
end his divide-and-conquer strategy, which is based on
the chain reaction of race, welfare and taxes. He should
come and meet the people who have had the
imagination to dream of a better future for their families
and the courage to cross the world to pursue it. These
are the families who have helped make Australia a great
country. They are the families who for generations have
had a go.
I commend this bill, particularly the investment in
knowledge and enlightenment that the library
represents. I look forward to the Treasurer making a
further investment in this area so that we can have
informed debate and enlightened discussion within the
Parliament, and so that we can analyse these issues
from a global, national, state and local perspective.
In summing up, I also acknowledge the work of the
committees and all of their staff. The Family and
Community Development Committee has been
referenced previously. It is important to acknowledge
all of its staff, who listened to harrowing evidence with
great sensitivity. That is important to acknowledge this
week of all weeks, because the evidence taken at the
committee still resonates to this day, particularly that
taken in Ballarat. On the day I tabled the Betrayal of
Trust report in this chamber, I called for further
investigations into what had happened in Ballarat, into
whether the paedophile clusters were a coincidence or a
conspiracy, because we as a Parliament were being
asked to believe that it was just coincidence. That issue
is now playing out before the Royal Commission into
Institutional Child Sexual Abuse. We will find out what
further information comes out of that. In the public
interest, it is important that this issue be resolved.
I would like to use this contribution to acknowledge all
of those involved in the committee — the Hansard
reporters, all of the staffers, everybody in both houses,
the counsellors and the clerks — who made a
contribution. It is widely recognised that as a
Parliament we got a bipartisan result. This was noted in
the broader community and has particularly been noted
by those most affected. We asked people who when
they were children were innocent and did not have a
voice to come to the Parliament as adults and talk about
the most harrowing thing that has happened in their
lives. This was the Parliament working in a bipartisan
way to hear evidence. People were incredibly
courageous, and they showed great fortitude in the way
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they came to the Parliament. This still resonates now,
across two Parliaments. Not all of the legislation was
passed during the 57th Parliament, but the Andrews
government has committed to introducing the
remainder of the recommendations from the Betrayal of
Trust report in the 58th Parliament. That is now coming
through and is being addressed.
Ms Knight interjected.
Mr McGUIRE — I am reminded that one of the
other attributes of the committee’s report is the support
that is now available in communities to help people
who are still living through this whole process. This
Parliament has plenty of adversarial arguments, but
there are times when it comes together and deals with
issues, particularly social issues, that are of great
importance to many people. Institutions need to stand
up to other institutions, particularly on behalf of
individuals who do not have a voice. If we can make
cultural, generational and systemic change, that would
be something that as two Parliaments, across all sides of
the chamber, we could look back and say that was
meaningful and it has made a difference in many
people’s lives. With that I commend the bill to the
house.
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I rise to make a brief
contribution on the Appropriation (Parliament
2015–2016) Bill 2015. The purpose of the bill is the
provision and appropriation of sums of money from the
Consolidated Fund for the Parliament in respect of the
2015–16 financial year. This is a very straightforward
bill, and it is very brief. What it outlines for all to see is
the cost of democracy. We need to be transparent about
the cost of this great democracy that we live in and also
the machinery of that democracy — the services that
are provided to Parliament in various forms, be it the
upper house, the lower house, Parliamentary Services
or in other areas. This is a place for the people, and the
people deserve to know what it costs to run this
Parliament. With all the costs involved, we get many
services in return. Some of those services are provided
to MPs and some to the community. After all, this is the
place of the people, and many people visit here to see
their democracy in action. We also do a great deal
within the Parliament to encourage people to
understand their democracy.
I want to talk about the outreach that Parliament
provides in taking democracy out to rural areas, running
forums and facilitating debates, thereby explaining
itself to children in rural schools. Some of these
children may get an opportunity to visit Melbourne and
our Parliament, but many will not.
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Those services are vital to our democracy. As a parting
note before I wrap up, I will not mourn the end of Lotus
Notes as a service from the Department of
Parliamentary Services, and although it has been a
number of years I think I can still remember how to run
Outlook. As I said, this bill is about the cost of a great
democracy, and I commend it to the house.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — It is with great pleasure
that I join the debate on the Appropriation (Parliament
2015–2016) Bill 2015. This bill is about the cost of
democracy. Around $23 million is allocated to run this
Parliament and, when you compare our democracy to
other systems of government around the world, I think
$23 million is a very small amount to pay.
Each day when we come into this beautiful place we
are reminded of the history of the building, which was
constructed during Victoria’s great and historic gold
rush, and we look at this beautiful metal in this chamber
and all around the Parliament. However, it does cost a
lot to maintain a historic building and it is very
important for the heritage of Victoria that we, as
custodians of this place, do not allow it to fall into rack
and ruin.
I once had an office in the basement of this building, in
what were formerly known as the horse stables. For the
information of people in the public gallery, what
happens to members when they are in opposition is that
they get put into offices which were once horse stables.
Indeed all the offices along the corridor beneath the
front steps had to be completely refurbished and
renovated during our last term. That is both a great
reminder of the age of our democracy and how
important it is to maintain the building.
The staff of the Parliament are a very important
component of servicing democracy in our state. I am
looking over at one of my favourite Hansard reporters,
and I will try not to make him laugh. I just made him
laugh — apologies to Patrick! Hansard staff work very
long hours and are often tested not only in terms of
what we say but also when they get our notes
afterwards. The nuns never got my left-handed scrawl
out of me, despite tying one hand behind my back. My
electorate staff often say, ‘Danielle, you could’ve been
a doctor with that handwriting’, and I have no doubt
that parliamentary Hansard staff say that as well.
I also acknowledge the fantastic chamber attendants,
the clerks, the parliamentary library and research staff,
particularly people like Bella Lesman, who has been
here a very long time. I remember Bella in the early
1990s when I was vice-president of the Community and
Public Sector Union, the public service union that has
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coverage for almost all of the staff who work in this
place, including our electorate staff. Bella was a staff
member here then. Given that we have just had a
redistribution of electoral boundaries, I am very grateful
for the research work done by people like Bella,
because they look at census information, apportion it
around and cut the data by electorate, which is really
important in understanding the changes that are
happening in our electorates between censuses. When
there is a significant change of the boundaries,
parliamentary library staff assist members to become
acquainted with the new areas we pick up and the
communities that we seek to serve, so I acknowledge
the assistance of library staff.
During the forthcoming Parliament, in the next couple
of years, it is my understanding that the enterprise
bargaining agreement that covers our electorate staff
will be renegotiated. I beseech the people in
personal — sorry, in my day it was personnel and then
it was human resources. Is it people and culture now?
Why do they keep changing it? What are they?
Mr Brooks — Organisation development.
Ms GREEN — On behalf of the Presiding Officers,
organisation development will be negotiating the
agreement with our electorate staff. I beseech the
people in organisation development to have a very good
look at the value of the work done by our electorate
staff, particularly in such a changed environment.
If I look back at the time I have been in the Parliament,
I can see that when I was first elected only a handful of
newspapers served my electorate, at one time blowing
out to about 8 or 10. Now communication has changed
due to the use of social media and digital media. When
newspapers were the main way of communicating, I
had to ensure that my staff were skilled in writing press
releases and the sorts of things that they are still
required to do. However, in addition to writing press
releases, my staff serve my constituents in other ways.
Often electorate office staff are like welfare officers or
social workers for anybody who comes through our
doors with myriad issues. Our staff provide that service
really well, but they are also now required to respond
not only through the additional ways that members
communicate with their electorates but also in the way
that people in our electorates, particularly young
people, communicate with MPs. Our electorate office
staff are now required to have a breadth of knowledge
and skills to use Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
every other new platform that comes along, so I think it
is incumbent upon organisation development staff to be
fair in recognising the workloads of electorate office
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staff and its complexity when negotiating the enterprise
bargaining agreement with our staff.

a slab of light for that — maybe Foster’s Light for the
member for Warrandyte.

The Parliament of Victoria’s electorate office staff are
paid significantly less than their federal counterparts, so
it requires a great deal of dedication and loyalty for
those staff to stay working with state members because
they could earn an awful lot more working for federal
MPs who have more staff to spread the load, and that
really needs to be recognised in the forthcoming
negotiation of the enterprise bargaining agreement. I
put on the record my gratitude to electorate office staff
and particularly my staff, who have served me over
many years, including my current staff, Virginia
Wellard, Brian O’Connor, Matt Sheen and Josh
Raymond, and numerous volunteers, too many to
mention. I acknowledge the work of everyone in the
Parliament and I wish the appropriation bill a speedy
passage.

But anyhow, I digress. In the year ahead, in this budget,
we are looking at funding of $469 000 for security
upgrades, $291 000 for Council committees and an
increase of $254 000 for the MPs electorate offices and
communications budget. Security upgrades are a fact of
life. It is a sad fact of life that we have to spend this
money, but there is one small upside. I remember
working in this building in the 1990s. The building was
really falling down. It was in a very bad state of
disrepair. I think what we have seen since then is that
by undertaking security upgrades there has been an
opportunity to improve the overall amenity of the
building, which is important.

Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — It is great to see you
in the chair, Acting Speaker. I am delighted to join the
debate on the Appropriation (Parliament 2015–2016)
Bill 2015. As you know, Acting Speaker, recently we
had the great pleasure of having the Presiding Officers
appear at a Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
hearing in relation to this year’s appropriation. One of
the slides in their presentation indicated that the annual
appropriation for this year will be $101.6 million and
that there will be a special appropriation of
$38.7 million for a total appropriation of
$140.4 million. Obviously that excludes the funding of
the Victorian Auditor-General’s Office, but if we look
at the funding of $140.4 million, for a population of
5.8 million that equates to $24.08 per person in
Victoria. That is the price of democracy.
I suggest that that is less than the price of a slab of
Victoria Bitter stubbies. For a price less than the price
of a slab of VB, the people of Victoria get this
wonderful institution, so it is very good value for
money; that would be my argument.
Mr Pesutto — Much better than a slab of Crown.
Mr PEARSON — I take up the interjection of the
member for Hawthorn. It is significantly less than the
price of a slab of Crown or Hoegaarden, as the case
may be. The bottom line is, though, that the people of
Victoria get very good value for money. In relation to
the year ahead — —
Mr T. Smith interjected.
Mr PEARSON — The member for Warrandyte
talked about choice. The member for Warrandyte might
want a slab of light, and I think you could certainly get

If you think about this building, it was our nation’s first
Parliament House from 1901 to 1927. I was walking
through here the other day and Dave Robertson, one of
the attendants, pointed to where the Minister for
Planning is now sitting and said, ‘Where the minister is
now sitting is where World War I was declared’. I think
that it is important that we continue to invest in the
infrastructure of this building. You would not want to
see a situation where this building is viewed a bit like
the way the Italians regarded some of the Roman
structures a few hundred years after the fall of Rome,
saying, ‘What is this building? What did it mean?’.
They did not understand the significance of the building
because all that knowledge had failed to be passed on.
This investment is important.
The investment in council committees is also a
recognition of that. The reality is that we are looking at
a very different dynamic in the Legislative Council than
what we had in the previous four years when the
government had the numbers but did not particularly do
much with them. The reality is that there is now a wide
and disparate group of members of the Legislative
Council. They need some support and they will want us
to look into a whole range of factors, so we need to
make sure that those committees are appropriately
resourced to address the issues that come up.
The electorate office and communications budget has
increased to take into account the fact that we have had
significant population growth here in Victoria over the
last 15 to 20 years. That is a very good thing.
Population growth has driven a lot of the economic
growth that we have seen, and we have derived a lot of
benefit from it. As members would know, we had an
electoral redistribution last year to take into account the
fact that there has been significant population
movement. That redistribution happens every 10 years.
Again, it is important that electorates are adjusted to
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take that fact into account. When that happens, there is
a need to relocate offices.
In the next 12 months we are looking at relocating
10 electorate offices, which is going to cost
$1.335 million; there will be the decommissioning of
6 offices from existing leases, which will cost
$0.21 million; and we will be looking at the transition
of 9 offices at a cost of $0.09 million. This is just the
reality of the situation. For a vibrant democracy you
need to make sure you have one vote, one value. You
need to make sure that with a significant population
growth in a dynamic state we reflect those changes.
I also note that when the Speaker and the President
came before the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee they talked about the parliamentary precinct
program being a 20-year capital plan to address issues
like heritage restoration, waterproofing, occupational
health and safety, disability access and improvements
to the building’s function. One of the key focuses over
the next 12 months will be to look at improving the
occupational health and safety standards in relation to
accommodation. I think that is important. There is
always a great debate when you are a backbencher in
terms of where you want to reside — whether it is the
chook house or whether you want to reside in the
dungeon.
It is invariably the case that if you are a Labor member
of Parliament and a backbencher you will find yourself
out in the chook house. I quite like that, I have to say. I
like natural light. I like to have that sense of light. I
remember being here in the 1990s and Monica Gould,
who was a member of the other house, was downstairs
in the dungeon. In those days Monica was sustained by
two things: cigarettes and Coca-Cola. I remember going
down into the dungeon, opening up Monica’s door and
seeing the wafts of smoke come out. You would sit
down and have a chat with Monica, and she would have
a Coke in one hand and a cigarette in the other, and off
she would go. Thankfully Monica has given up
smoking, which is a wonderful thing. I encourage any
member who is currently smoking to give it up — but
that is a different point. I think it is important that we
look at having that upgrade.
There is also a focus in the year ahead in terms of
further professional development for members and
staff. We have to recognise that we are in a dynamic
economy and we need to make sure that as
parliamentarians we keep up with modern trends and
changes and that staff also have the ability to do the
same.
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Another focus of the year ahead will be to update
procedural resources to capture the precedents set in the
house in 2014 as well as make sure that we adapt to the
sessional orders that were recently introduced. That is
about broadening the skill base of this place and
recognising that as we go on our journey this house
develops its own forms, its own sessional orders and its
own rulings from the Chair. We are increasingly
diverging from Erskine May, which has been the
traditional basic operational guide of this place. We are
moving forward and we are changing and evolving, so
it is important that we address that resourcing as well.
The member for Mildura talked about community
engagement in rural and regional Victoria. There will
be further focus on community engagement to improve
the accessibility of Parliament to those communities,
which again is important. There is also going to be a
focus on an outreach program to some of the
parliaments of the Pacific islands, such as Fiji, Tuvalu
and Nauru. This is a really good opportunity for the
Victoria Parliament to play a leadership role in trying to
impart its knowledge of established practices to newer
democracies.
I was at a breakfast this morning here with a number of
members, including the member for Mornington, the
member for Melton, the member for Pascoe Vale and a
couple of others. We had a discussion with Amnesty
International, and the topic of Malaysia came up.
Members of the Malaysian Parliament had spoken with
Amnesty and had said, ‘We just don’t know how we
should conduct ourselves in the house. We’re not sure
of the roles and responsibilities of the Chair. How do
we conduct ourselves fairly, given the fact that we have
broadly had a one-party state in existence in Malaysia
since 1958?’.
So there is a role for us in the Asian century to look at
using what we are good at and imparting that
knowledge and skill base to the region, both in the
Pacific Islands but also in areas like Malaysia. There is
a role for us to look at broadening their members’
capacity as parliamentarians and to impart our
knowledge on democracy and on the role they can play
to make a meaningful contribution. By becoming
embedded in the democracies of Asia, we are going to
strengthen and forge stronger relations with those
countries, which will improve the quality of life for
people who live in those countries but also improve our
ability to understand Asia in the Asian century. From
that, greater benefits will flow.
As I mentioned earlier, in the year ahead there will be
further money expended on security. There will be
initial improvements to ICT, including the abolition of
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Lotus Notes. I am looking forward to the day next year
when we can say that Lotus Notes is dead, buried and
cremated. It will be a wonderful day.
In the debate on this bill it is important to talk about the
role played by the people who work in this building
every day. We have just gone through two weeks of
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee hearings.
The executive staff of that committee work extremely
hard. Hansard reporters have to put themselves through
the ordeal of those hearings on a regular basis. They do
so unflinchingly, and they make a fantastic
contribution. Security staff work at the front and back
doors of this building making sure we are safe.
Protective services officers patrol the parliamentary
grounds, and one of them was seriously injured a
couple of years ago while discharging his duties. The
roles played by all of these people are important.
The parliamentary catering staff work tirelessly. The
attendants service our needs when the house is in
session and double up to also service the needs of
people who come into Parliament House for tours. The
clerks have been mentioned. Where would we be
without the clerks to keep us all on the straight and
narrow? The beautiful parliamentary gardens are tended
to by grounds staff and are amazing. I also
acknowledge the parliamentary library staff. I
remember spending a lot of time in the library in the
mid-1990s. Jon Breukel was there, and it was fantastic.
I am getting the wind-up. As I have often said, my
relationship with the Government Whip is very similar
to my relationship with my wife: in both cases I do as I
am told. On that note I commend the bill to the house.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) — I am pleased to make
a contribution to the debate on the Appropriation
(Parliament 2015–2016) Bill 2015. It might be said that
the public would not want to spend a dime on members
of Parliament, not even in the other place, which is at
the heart of our democracy. However, as we have heard
from many speakers, Parliament is opening up to the
community more each year. It is opening up to our
schools and to international visitors, as we saw the
Speaker acknowledge prior to question time earlier this
week. It is incumbent on every government, and
particularly the presiding officers, to make sure that
there is continual investment in the people’s house and
also in the Parliament more generally.
While the age of the building at times makes it difficult
and challenging for those who work here to legislate as
we do, each government seeks to advance on what its
predecessors have done to invest in the Parliament, not
only in terms of the buildings and facilities but also in
terms of the people who work here. Many of us mark
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down the sitting days and spend our time focused
particularly on those days, but we also need to reflect
on the parliamentary staff, including attendants,
Hansard reporters, clerks and others, who spend all of
their time working in this building. We need to ensure
that they have a safe and effective working
environment.
We have seen some changes in this house, particularly
relating to sitting hours and the regimes that determine
the way in which the house operates. They were
changed following the change of government and have
led to some adverse outcomes for parliamentary staff.
The absence of a lunch break and the more constrained
sitting hours have affected the income of parliamentary
staff. Those changes have also affected the operation of
the Parliament in terms of what has gone before and the
expectations of those who make their livelihood
servicing the Victorian people and the Parliament.
Given that there was no consultation with parliamentary
staff or others about such matters, it is important that
we are cognisant of how the changes we make to
ensure that Parliament operates optimally for legislators
have an effect on the appropriations and on the staff of
the Parliament. That is something we should always
reflect on very carefully. Perhaps there will be an
opportunity through the Standing Orders Committee
and other mechanisms to reflect on whether we are
continuing to provide a safe and effective workplace for
legislators and those who work in the building.
Between the hours of 9:30 a.m. and potentially
8:30 p.m. there is currently not an opportunity for
legislators or parliamentary staff to leave the
parliamentary precinct. That is a matter that needs to be
reflected upon when we are striving to modernise
Parliament, to make sure that there are opportunities for
people to do their work effectively and to provide for
people to take time out from the demands of their work.
Modern day workplace practices need to be reflected
not only in times of toil but also in times of rest. That
and the unintended consequences recent changes have
had for parliamentary staff must be reflected on by all
legislators.
Moving on from those matters, which I am sure will
continue to play out in Parliament, I want to put on the
record the gratitude of the people in the Ivanhoe
electorate for the work of the Parliament in hosting
many schools and their staffs and ensuring that they
learn something more about the democracy that they
will hopefully get to participate in in future as adults
and potentially legislators. I want particularly to
acknowledge the parliamentary staff who provide
services in the parliamentary grounds and gardens that
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many members utilise to host community organisations
from our electorates.
Along with many of my Labor colleagues and the
Independent member for Shepparton I have my office
out in the chook house. I acknowledge the ongoing
efforts of the many maintenance staff, who are always
very attentive and determined to provide great service
not only to MPs but also to parliamentary staff. They
always do so cheerfully. You earn the respect of people
by giving respect. There is a very good working
relationship between the legislators and staff of the
Parliament. That has been my experience. I am thankful
for people’s commitment in sometimes trying
circumstances in a workplace that was built more than a
century ago. Our expectations in a modern Parliament
and of a modern workplace have changed dramatically
in that time.
I also note the references in the bill, particularly on
page 2 under the definition of ‘salaries and related
costs’ in clause 3, to parliamentary superannuation
schemes and other matters. It is important to note that
people in the Parliament work under different
remuneration arrangements, schemes and employment
practices, and there is often not enough consideration
given to public debate about these matters. In any other
workplace I have been in people who do the same work
are judged in the same way with regard to how they are
remunerated and the guidelines for their employment,
but that does not apply in the Parliament. What we
expect in a modern workplace is that the same laws
apply equally to each person with regard to the work
they do, and that is not what happens here.
This is a matter that needs constant reflection, debate
and discussion if we are to be a mature Parliament in
which the work of everyone in this place is valued —
and valued in exactly the same way. If people are not
prepared to consider, debate and discuss those matters
freely, we are all the poorer for it. We on this side of the
house have a view that if it is a fair day’s work for a fair
day’s pay, then it is the same pay for the same work
that should apply to everybody. We need to deal with
these matters in the right way and consider the reasons
some of these arrangements, which preceded my time
in this place, applied in the first place. We need a
mature discussion in a modern democracy about how
those matters are dealt with, and it should be in a
bipartisan way. If we had not previously worked in a
bipartisan way to debate, discuss and resolve matters of
this nature, we would probably be sitting in a building
that had fallen down around us some time ago.
We always have a focus on others in the community —
those who have put us here to represent them, advocate
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for them and defend their interests both in the home and
in the workplace — and if we are going to make sure
the legislators who follow us can continue to do so
without fear or favour and always in the interests of
those they represent, then addressing the way in which
the Victorian community ensures that members of
Parliament are remunerated and dealt with in an equal,
fair and transparent way is a matter that needs constant
review, discussion and outcomes. It is when these
matters become political and are about short-term
point-scoring that the Parliament is diminished and its
ability for representation is diminished. I am sure we
will return to these matters in this chamber throughout
this term of government.
I am pleased to see ongoing funding commitments to
parliamentary committees. We should also reflect the
arrangements for the way in which office budgets
operate for members of Parliament. Electorate office
budgets were significantly slashed — by 20 per cent —
by the previous government. Once a 20 per cent cut is
applied to remuneration, there is a reduction in the
services available to the local community, whether it be
for photocopying, printing or other services for local
community organisations, as many MPs provide. It is
disappointing that there has not yet been an opportunity
to restore some of those cuts of the previous
government, which were essentially cuts to the
community and to the services that members of
Parliament can offer local groups. Our priority is to
restore many of the other cuts of the Baillieu and
Napthine governments to health, education and jobs,
but we will return to these matters in the future to
ensure that members of Parliament are fully resourced
to meet the needs and expectations of those who have
put us here.
We are respectful of and thankful for the opportunities
we have to serve our communities and the resources
that are made available to us, which are ultimately the
resources of the taxpayers of this state, and it is
important that we make sure those resources are always
spent wisely. There is much we can do when we have
the support of the community and of the Parliament to
work in a bipartisan way to serve our communities and
those we represent in this place.
Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) — It is a pleasure to
speak on the Appropriation (Parliament 2015–2016)
Bill 2015. I will touch on a range of the functions of the
Parliament, as previous speakers have done, in
considering the allocation of over $117 million that this
bill makes from the Consolidated Fund to the different
aspects of the operations of the Parliament. It is
important to cover the broad range of functions of the
Parliament and, through this forum, explain the value of
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those functions to the people of Victoria, aside from
that core function of democracy, which have been
spoken about, the cost of our democracy and our ability
as members of Parliament to represent our electorates
effectively, debate issues in this chamber and provide
the governance that Victorian people expect.
I will start by talking about this wonderful building. On
Monday I was here to welcome into the building some
students from St Damian’s Primary School in my
electorate. I was a couple of minutes late, and I caught
up with the tour group — I think it was a class of
years 5 and 6 students — outside the doors of this
chamber. One of the wonderful attendants and tour
guides, Mark, was talking to the students just outside
the doors. The doors were closed, and the students were
in that aisle where there are portraits of previous
Speakers. Mark was describing the opening of the
Parliament, when the Serjeant-at-Arms knocks on the
door with the mace and comes into the chamber. Out in
the corridor with the doors closed he explained what the
chamber is about, and then he pushed the doors open. It
was fantastic to see the reaction of the students — hear
the oohs and aahs and see the wonderment on their
faces — as they filed into the chamber between the
galleries. They had their smart phones out capturing
images of the place.
It was great to then talk to them about how the place
functions and explain some of the history, not just the
history of the building but also the history of our system
of parliamentary democracy, which goes back many
centuries. The students asked many interesting
questions about how things happen and why they work
the way they do. It struck me that those of us who have
been here a while often take for granted the beauty of
this wonderful building, which is maintained by
wonderful, dedicated maintenance staff. In the previous
few years budget allocations have been made for
maintaining the building and ensuring its integrity —
the front steps water damage project, replacing the
sandstone and a range of other projects — so that it can
be retained for future generations of Victorians to
enjoy. A responsibility we have is to ensure that the
building is maintained and left to future generations in
as good if not better condition than we found it in.
The other thing I will mention is the upgrades to
security. An unfortunate part of the society we live in at
the moment is the changing circumstances around the
world and the heightened level of concern around
security, and I commend the way in which
parliamentary management handled the security
upgrades.

1619

Those upgrades have taken place in a way that still
allows people to have access to the building and to
members of Parliament while at the same time
providing a high level of security for members. I think
it has been done in a way that is sensible and that has
not been an overreaction. It is important, as I think most
members would agree, that we do not have a situation
in which members of Parliament are effectively
cordoned off from the community behind a wall of
security — we always want to remain part of the
community that we serve. I think that the security
upgrade that has taken place and continues to evolve
has been done in a fantastic away.
In terms of security it is also important to mention the
fantastic work done by our electorate officers. I
commend my own electorate office staff. I also place
on the record my appreciation for the work they do
across a whole range of different areas when they deal
with constituents. Their security is also important, and
the Parliament takes their security seriously. It is
important for us as members to remember that our
staffers are often working in pairs or as individuals, so
they need to be supported with appropriate security
arrangements in our electorate offices.
At this point in the debate I thank the many members of
staff of the Parliament, who provide great assistance to
members and make this place function well. The clerks,
who have been mentioned, are always able to provide
very sage advice to members about the operation of the
place and the running of the building; likewise the
Serjeant-at-Arms. I have mentioned the attendants, who
are the public face of the people in this building. They
do a great job of providing tours and services to people.
I thank the Hansard reporters, who as I have said in the
past always manage to make what we say sound better
written down than it does when we actually say it. I
thank the caterers, the cleaners and the library staff,
who provide excellent service. I also thank the IT staff,
who provide great assistance to members of Parliament.
On the issue of IT, it is worth mentioning that in the
previous Parliament the Standing Orders Committee
inquired into the use of social media in the house. It
was an interesting issue, and I think it was one on
which further work could be done.
Mr Pesutto — The member for Hastings is tweeting
this.
Mr BROOKS — It is not covered by privilege if
you tweet it; that is what the committee deliberated on.
Given the way in which people are communicating and
the changing nature of communication, I think it is
probably something the Parliament could turn its mind
to again to ensure that our communication with
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constituents as a Parliament is as relevant as it can be. I
think all political parties and political operatives are
moving down that path quite rapidly, but there is also
room for the Parliament itself to be in that space. That
is an area in which the Parliament could perhaps
consider having further work done over the next few
years, and I think the Standing Orders Committee is an
appropriate body to consider it further.
I have mentioned a number of sections of the
Parliament, and I will add to them the finance people
and the organisation development people. I have
mentioned the people who work in security. I note that
a previous speaker mentioned the tragic incident that
occurred outside the front of the Parliament in which a
security officer was attacked. All members were
shocked by that incident because we greatly value the
support we get from those people who keep us safe in
this place.
The members of the committee staff fill some of the
most important and valuable roles of the Parliament, yet
committee work is perhaps that least understood by the
community, particularly the way that work can bring
members from different political perspectives to a very
central point on a particular policy issue. Often — not
always, but often — committees end up having
members from different political backgrounds landing
on a set of recommendations and agreeing on a
resolution to a particular policy problem. Committee
work can be very powerful, and the staff who support
that work do a fantastic job. Committee staffers do all
of the grunt work — all the research and the support —
and they are often the backbone of a committee, so I
commend them. All the people I have worked with in
committees over my time here have been consummate
professionals and have certainly assisted the work of
the Parliament.
This bill also provides appropriation for the Victorian
Auditor-General. It is important to acknowledge that
appropriation — which has increased slightly on the
previous year, as you would expect — to properly
resource that independent office of the Parliament. As I
understand it, there are about 185 members of staff in
the Auditor-General’s office, so it is a significant
operation. Members are well aware of the good work
the Auditor-General does through the reports tabled in
this place. We understand the crucial role the
Auditor-General’s office plays in ensuring that we have
an appropriate examination of public sector
management and resources.
There are a range of things that are funded by this bill
that I hope I have covered in my contribution. They are
all important in retaining the great heritage and history
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of this building and in the functioning of democracy. I
commend this bill to the house.
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — It is my pleasure to
rise to speak on the Appropriation (Parliament
2015–2016) Bill 2015. I do so as a newcomer to this
house, having been elected only last year. As a person
who has been kicking around the Labor Party, around
government and around this house as a ministerial
adviser, I can still say that nothing prepared me for the
whirlwind that is life as a member of the Legislative
Assembly of the Victorian Parliament. What a
magnificent privilege it is.
I recall standing at the front of an office at 9 Goode
Street, Gisborne, waiting to be let in by staff of the
Department of Parliamentary Services. When I look
back it seems like a long time ago, though it was only
six short months ago. I would like to use this
opportunity to record my thanks to everyone who
works for Parliamentary Services and indeed works
here in the Parliament for the way they assisted me as a
new MP to establish myself in my electorate office.
There I was, sunburnt and exhausted after many days of
pre-polling — though not quite as sunburnt as the
Minister for Planning was, I might add — and the staff
were absolutely superb in assisting me set up an office,
getting the IT working, getting the budget systems
working, getting telecommunications working and
fixing the printer, fixing the printer, fixing the printer.
They also assisted me in engaging staff and making
sure that all proper and due processes were followed in
doing that.
Right from those very early days I was impressed with
the assistance provided to me to make sure that I could
commence my job representing the people of Macedon
to the best of my ability and make full use of the
resources that were available to me.
At this point I would like to acknowledge my staff. I
have been delighted with the support that I have been
provided with by my electorate staff, Chris Gingell,
Lisa Ohlmus and Richard Ryan. They have done a
terrific job in ensuring that the people of Macedon are
getting the best quality representation they can by
supporting me in taking up their issues as quickly as
possible with the ministers — including tracking those
ministers down, I might say, for a timely response —
and thus enabling me to use my time in this house to
the best effect for the people of Macedon.
After being elected, you then have the first sitting of the
Parliament and with much trepidation the preparation
and delivery of your inaugural speech. This was a very
nerve-wracking experience, one for which I would
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again like to pay tribute to the staff of the Parliament, in
particular the library staff, who provided me with
fabulous support. I would also like to pay tribute to the
work of the attendants who, while we were all making
our inaugural speeches, seamlessly, graciously and with
real care made sure that members’ families were moved
in and out of the gallery. They did that so that the
people who had come to see us could enjoy that
experience. Every step of the way on this short journey
I have felt very well supported by the staff of the
Parliament and I pay tribute to them.
The catering department, as we know, is sometimes
maligned, but when you are part of an institution who
does not sometimes feel that you want to complain a
little about the food? I am not going to complain about
the food. I think the food is fabulous. The service is
absolutely impeccable. I acknowledge the incredible
cheerfulness of the staff. I would not count myself or
those in this chamber amongst the easiest customers at
any given time. The staff are relentlessly cheerful and I
thank them for that.
I have talked about the attendants before, but let me just
say that only last week I had a school group come to
visit. Because I am new I had forgotten to advise the
school that what it needed to do was to book a tour
beforehand. The group arrived and was expecting me to
take them on a tour. I attempted to do that before
realising that my own knowledge was hopelessly
inadequate for the task. While I was able to talk at
length about the great achievements of the Labor
premiers whose portraits hang in Queen’s Hall, I
thought it was probably best that some bipartisanship
was shown, and so Martin stepped into the breach. He
was fantastic. He took those children on a tour of the
Legislative Council and talked them through the
processes. It was fantastic. He did that with no notice,
and I thank him for doing that and all the attendants for
their work.
I also thank the staff who run the wonderful education
program delivered by the Parliament. It is vital that we
continue to engage our young people in the workings of
this house and of our democracy and that rather than
feed cynicism about politics, we use our privileged
roles — and also support the staff because I know they
do it — to encourage young people to be participants,
to get active and involved and to play a part in this great
democracy of ours.
I will also use this opportunity to pay tribute to the
President of the Legislative Council and the Speaker of
this house and their deputies for the work they do in
managing their respective chambers and the Parliament
itself. I also pay tribute to the clerks. No question is
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ever too ridiculous or foolish. Questions are always
answered in a way that is very helpful and without
making members like me feel foolish, even though we
may well be.
That brings me to Hansard. It is always with some
trepidation that I open up my electronic greens and
think, ‘What will I read here?’. Many members have
noted — and I join them in doing that — what a
wonderful job Hansard does in taking some of our
speeches and turning them into something that is
readable and makes some sense. I am delighted by that.
I thank the Hansard staff. I do not envy them their task
one iota. They do a fabulous job. They make what
happens in this house readable, they make it make
sense, and they ensure that we have a fantastic record
for future generations of all that occurs in this house,
and that is vitally important.
Finally, I want to talk a little bit about the building. This
is a magnificent building. It is full of history and
gravitas, if a building can have such a thing. Every day
it forces us to think about the enormous responsibility
of our positions and compels us to strive to do our best.
It is a fantastic building. I reside out in the chook house,
with many of my Labor colleagues. One has to say it is
a rather humble office, but that is important. I think our
accommodation here in the Parliament is one way of
keeping us grounded and making sure that we never get
too far ahead of ourselves. We on this side of the house
will never do that. We need to stay true to our values
and to the constituencies we represent — that is, the
people who have workplaces that are much less
glamorous and salubrious than our own in the
Parliament.
One final observation I would like to make about the
building is that there is nothing like the pride and deep
love that parliamentary staff have for this building.
which I have witnessed as they take visitors on tours. It
warms me to see the pride that our attendants feel for
this beautiful building, which holds so much important
history. On that note, I commend the bill to the house.
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — I rise this
afternoon to contribute to debate on the Appropriation
(Parliament 2015–2016) Bill 2015. It is a pleasure to
rise in this amazing chamber that we have the pleasure
of calling our workplace to speak about how we fund
and support the operations of the Parliament. I am
always amazed when people visit the Parliament as my
guests or on school tours at how often they say they
have come to this longstanding institution for the very
first time. They are amazed by just how beautiful and
august this building is, what a deep and rich history it
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has and how it is, in every aspect, very much the home
of Victorian democracy.
When we see the substantial amounts of money being
allocated in this bill to support the Parliament and its
workings, all of us on both sides of the house consider
it to be a very important investment in not only the
preservation of the buildings and the ongoing workings
of the Parliament but also in the democratic traditions in
which Victoria is so proudly a world leader.
I will make only a brief contribution, but in doing so I
acknowledge and thank a number of people. I start with
the staff, many of whom are in the Assembly with us
today. I commend the work of the clerks. I often look at
the clerks and wonder how they keep straight faces
when they hear some of the things being said and some
of the behaviour being exhibited — the zingers, the
clangers and the sometimes unruly behaviour. They
must think, ‘Goodness me — my children behave better
than that’. Yet they manage to keep lovely, blank,
serious faces and get on with their work of making sure
the wheels of the chamber continue to turn. I thank the
clerks.
I also thank the parliamentary attendants. They assist us
all a great deal with both little things and big things. If
we have left something behind, they may be able to
bring it in for us. They also make sure that we get our
Hansard proofs so we can see exactly what we have
said. It is a very good service, and they all do it with
smiling faces. They are all very cheery. I like to think
that even though we come from different backgrounds
and different political parties, when we are here in the
Parliament we all try to get along, and their very
personal service is very appreciated, even to the extent
that there is now a Western Bulldogs supporter as one
of the attendants. We can share information with Pablo
as we go in and out of the chamber. Until recently that
has made for some good banter. Go Dogs! I hope we
can deal with the Giants on the weekend. That will
bring smiles to the faces of both Pablo and me, as well
as the Minister for Police, who is sitting at the table.
The Hansard reporters, as many other MPs have
commented, make us sound really terrific a lot of the
time. Often after having spoken you think, ‘I meant to
say this. Did I say that? I was going to say that. Did that
come out correctly? Did I get those figures in? Did I get
those stats in?’. Sometimes when you are speaking it all
becomes a bit of a blur, so when you read your speech,
having been given the proof, you are always very
pleasantly surprised, not by exactly what you may have
said but by how it looks in Hansard, and that becomes
the historical document that other people will read in
time to come.
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I also want to record my appreciation of the work of the
parliamentary committee staff. I am not currently a
member of a parliamentary committee, but in a former
Parliament I served on the Outer Suburban/Interface
Services and Development Committee and the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee (PAEC). I visited
PAEC the other day when the Minister for Education
was in attendance, and I noticed that Valerie and her
team were busy around the room, beavering away to
make sure that PAEC was running smoothly, that
everybody was in the right place and that, despite the
rough games that are often played, the proceedings
were going smoothly. Already in the house this
morning we have had a report from PAEC on the
budget. There is no doubt that this very busy committee
requires a great deal of commitment from MPs, but it
also requires a great deal of skill and commitment from
the staff who support it to get these very important
reports to the Parliament so we can all be sure that the
financial management of the state is available for us to
investigate to ensure that it is on the straight and
narrow.
One of the most important things that happens in this
Parliament is the education program. Many schools in
my electorate visit the Parliament, and I encourage
them to do so. I have a lot of schools in my electorate,
including big schools. I have primary schools with
somewhere between 900 and 1000 students. They make
a lot of requests to come to the Parliament with a lot of
students. In my first term in Parliament I spent quite a
bit of time taking tours, so I am very pleased to see that
the education program has been expanded and schools
know when and how to book. That lets me off the
hook; I can just come in and do a 3-minute introduction
to their local MP and what I do on their behalf, and then
the attendants are more than willing and very much
more than able to take them on a tour. As I said at the
start of my contribution, the attendants are all very
pleased to be here. I take this opportunity to remind
them that while this is my workplace and our
workplace, the buildings belong to the people of
Victoria, who are pretty chuffed to think that in the state
in which they live there is such a beautiful building and
that they can come into as members of the public to see
democracy at work.
I want to finish by mentioning my electorate office
staff. The bill provides resources to make sure that our
electorate offices operate efficiently and serve the
people we are elected to represent. In my case, David
Iles, Nichole Hayes and Naureen Choudhry do an
amazing job of making sure that every person who
walks through the door of my office is welcomed with
open arms and is given the time to be listened to. We
try our very hardest to make sure that we can assist
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them in some way. People often come to your
electorate office as a last resort. They have tried other
means to get some assistance and a friend may have
said to them, ‘Look, I ran into Judith at an event’, or
they find in their letterbox a flyer that we have put out
with all our details on it. They come to our electorate
office or give us a phone call or send us an email, and it
is my commitment to the people in my electorate that
they get a response. I cannot guarantee that I can do it
personally all the time, but I know my staff will go
beyond the call of duty to make sure that my good
name is preserved when they deal with every
constituent as if they are the most important person in
the world. I thank Naureen, David and Nichole.
Parliament House is a very important building and the
Victorian Parliament is a very important institution that
we look after. People have commented on the lack of
grandeur that some of our fellow MPs experience in
their working environment in the chook house.

1623

$60 million in the budget over four years to create what
it calls a Start-Up Victoria fund — a one-stop shop that
will match our biggest entrepreneurs with the best
ideas.
The $60 million body will develop business cases,
provide intellectual property and patents advice, and
manage finances and investments. It will establish an
expert panel. It is a really big idea that the Labor Party
has put together. The unfortunate thing is that we are
six months in the game and at the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee (PAEC) we heard from the
Minister for Small Business, Innovation and Trade. The
Premier is now acting on his behalf because of
unforeseen circumstances and is now responsible for
defining what start-up actually is, because when the
minister was asked at PAEC where he was with this
particular important flagship project around innovation
and start-up the minister replied, ‘We are yet to define
what a start-up is. Before we get the panel in place,
before we do anything, we need to define start-up’.

Ms Thomas interjected.
Ms GRALEY — As the member for Macedon says,
it keeps us grounded. But while it may keep us
grounded, it should not make us sick. I look forward to
the findings and recommendations that come from the
investigation into the cancer cluster that has been
suggested may exist in these buildings. I do not know
where the investigation is at, but I call on the Speaker
and the President to get us the information sooner rather
than later so we can take steps. We may all have
thoughts about what is happening here, but rather than
second-guessing it, we would all like to know what is
happening in this building or what is not happening in
this building. I implore them to bring the findings and
the recommendations from the investigation as swiftly
as they possibly can to the Parliament. Without further
ado, I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr NOONAN
(Minister for Police).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

APPROPRIATION (2015–2016) BILL 2015
Second reading
Debate resumed from 7 May; motion of
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer).
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — I will conclude
my contribution to this debate on the budget by talking
briefly about innovation, which is really the cornerstone
of ensuring that Victoria is able to create jobs and
opportunities. This government has provided

If that is how important this government thinks
innovation is, the next three years are going to be very
long when it comes to business, innovation and
start-ups that are looking forward to some action, not a
definition and action that is lacking and absolutely
unseen from this current government.
Ms KAIROUZ (Kororoit) — I rise in support of the
Appropriation (2015–2016) Bill 2015 and the Andrews
government budget. I place on the public record my
congratulations to the Treasurer and his team for
handing down a responsible budget that will put this
wonderful state back on track towards creating jobs,
growing the economy and building a better Victoria.
This budget builds on our stated values of security by
standing up for all Victorians and by setting very high
standards in government. This budget paves the way for
efficient and effective services for all Victorians, a
strong economy and a sustainable Victoria — the latter
not just in financial terms but also in relation to
managing our environment for future generations.
This budget will build the projects Melbourne’s western
suburbs need the most. The previous government did
not have a plan. Cutting to the bone was its blueprint;
cutting services, cutting assistance and blaming
ordinary Victorians for the government’s inadequacies
was the mantra of those opposite. Now I am pleased to
be part of a government that believes in Victoria, that
believes in Victorians and that has ideas to fast-forward
our economy. People and jobs are the heart of this
budget. The creation of jobs paves the way not only for
individuals to regain momentum in pursuing their own
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dreams but for the state of Victoria to reclaim its mantle
as the nation’s engine room for job creation.
The Labor government not only understands the
importance of a strong local economy but also knows
how to get there. This government will stand up for
jobs and it will stand up for workers. This budget
commits $22 billion in infrastructure compared to
$2.7 billion in the previous government’s first year.
With a $6.1 million upgrade to a roundabout at Taylors
Road and Kings Road in Delahey in my electorate, with
benefits also shared by the electorates of the member
for St Albans and the member for Sydenham, the
2015–16 state budget is good news for people in my
electorate and, as I said, for people in the west. This
upgrade to the roundabout will convert one of
Melbourne’s most congested intersections into an
intersection with traffic lights and a pedestrian-operated
crossing.
The delivery of major infrastructure is vital for jobs
growth now and into the future. We will not be building
projects like those built by those who left a sordid mess
for Labor to clean up — for example, the east–west
link. Instead we plan to build projects like Melbourne
Metro rail. This project will give us a world-class rail
system, and this budget provides the $1.5 billion
required to cover the costs of all the preparatory work
ahead of the commencement of major construction in
2018. The delivery of the Melbourne Metro rail project
will deliver substantial benefits to the metropolitan rail
system and enable a greater capacity of services on the
network. This is good news for people in my electorate
of Kororoit and for other municipalities experiencing
major growth. Increased capacity is the first step to
being able to both increase the frequency of services
and allow for extensions to existing lines.
A budget commitment of $6 billion will remove 50 of
Victoria’s most dangerous and congested level
crossings in the western suburbs, including the Main
Road and Furlong Road level crossings, which my
colleague the member for St Albans will make sure are
implemented on time. It is also about creating jobs and
saving motorists time. The removal of these level
crossings will ensure that people in the western suburbs
can get home safely.
The $273 million widening of the Tullamarine Freeway
and CityLink from the Burnley Tunnel to Melbourne
Airport will save businesses and motorists many hours
per month in travel time. This is another big-ticket item
that will provide up to 1400 direct and indirect jobs.
This government is prepared to fund vital infrastructure
projects that will ease congestion and provide clear net
benefits to the Victorian taxpayer. We are not interested
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in using taxpayer funds to prop up projects that do not
pass the most basic of tests — that is, value for the
taxpayer dollar. We are committed to funding
infrastructure that will withstand the toughest scrutiny
and deliver projects that Victorians both need and want.
The Andrews Labor government understands that the
Western Ring Road is congested and coming to a
standstill at morning and evening peak times. The
budget commits $150 million to undertake the next
stage of the M80 upgrade, to widen the road and
improve traffic management from Sunshine Avenue to
the E. J. Whitten Bridge. Cutting travel times will
enable many of my constituents to spend more time at
home with their families rather than being stuck in
traffic. With $40 million committed as part of the
$150 million upgrade, the work will commence in this
financial year.
This is a strong budget for families, investing in our
schools, hospitals and services. It provides $10 million
for Taylors Hill Senior School and $10 million for an
Inclusive School Fund to ensure that no child goes
without basic school needs. This budget delivers on
health, with $200 million to the Western Women’s and
Children’s Hospital — a very exciting project. We will
provide 237 beds and 39 special care nursery cots — —
Mr Noonan — A great announcement.
Ms KAIROUZ — Yes, it is a great announcement.
Those beds and special care nurseries will ensure that
people can access services closer to home and it will
reduce pressure on Sunshine Hospital, which is
expecting about 7000 births a year by 2026. Similarly
the development of six new operating theatres and an
extra 64 beds, including 8 critical care beds, for the
Werribee Mercy Hospital will expand the capacity of
the health system to cope with increased demand in the
west.
This budget also recognises the critical role played by
local bus services in our communities. Our public
transport infrastructure is very important. The budget
provides $100 million to improve bus services,
involving the introduction and expansion of bus routes
in growth areas. It also supports local communities by
providing a funding boost for interface councils.
Residents in the city of Melton, in my electorate, will
be the beneficiaries of a new $50 million Interface
Councils Infrastructure Fund to support councils and
communities on the edge of Melbourne.
Not only does Labor put its money where its mouth is
by growing the economy and investing in jobs, but also
it cares about the health and safety of Victorian
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workers. With funds set aside to identify ways the
WorkHealth program can be improved and expanded,
we will see a renewed emphasis on disease prevention
and management of chronic illness so that people can
remain in work or return to work after an injury when it
is safe to do so.
No government can completely remove the risks
associated with fires, floods and any other natural
events. Nonetheless we will improve the safety of
Victorians across the state with the delivery of 70 new
Country Fire Authority trucks, including 20 tankers.
This is another example of the Andrews Labor
government delivering infrastructure and services to
communities where they are needed.
There are many other exciting initiatives in this year’s
budget. From public transport to roads, from viticulture
to vocational education, and from social services to the
state library, this budget delivers for the people of
Victoria. Labor cares about what people in the
community care about. This government is in touch
with the wants and needs of Victorian families. In
recent years communities have rightly been angered at
stories of the mistreatment of animals. This budget
takes a major step in the fight against such
mistreatment, with the Andrews Labor government
providing the RSPCA with an additional $5 million
over the next four years to clamp down on and
prosecute illegal puppy farms.
It is often said that a society is judged by how it treats
its most vulnerable. I welcome the inclusion in this
budget of $150 million over four years to support
830 extra individual support packages, which will
enable people with disabilities to remain in their own
homes or move to independent accommodation and
provide respite for carers and their families. This is
really good news for those living with disabilities and
their families in my electorate and across the state.
The deaths of young people on our roads are tragic
events that impact individuals, families and
communities. The Andrews Labor government has
made protecting young lives on our roads a priority
with a $146 million plan to provide young Victorians
with best practice education and training to help them
become safer raid users.
We also plan to lease the port of Melbourne. This is an
important component of Labor’s budget package.
Given that this was coalition policy under the previous
government, we would be looking for support for this
lease to proceed. We would also expect that members
of the previous government would want the very best
for Victoria and that, with that in mind, they would be
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encouraging their federal colleagues to apply a
merit-based approach to the assessment of Victorian
government infrastructure funding requests.
We are delivering this budget — a budget for jobs and
security — while maintaining our AAA credit rating, a
budget surplus and, more importantly, a robust
economy. While those opposite missed their chance to
grow Victoria’s future, they now have an opportunity to
support a vibrant Victoria and a robust economy by
backing our measures to get the state moving. I
commend the Treasurer, as I said before, the Premier
and cabinet on a budget on which Victoria can rebuild
its prosperity while delivering vital infrastructure and
services to families and communities. This is a good
budget. This is a just budget. This is a Labor budget.
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — I begin my
remarks on the Labor government’s very Labor budget.
Let us not miss the elephant in the room here. So many
members opposite — and there are only two in here at
the moment — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr GUY — There is only one now — and then
there was one!
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr GUY — They have a caucus meeting. They
must be going in there to talk about what has happened
over the last week or so, and probably to ask the
obvious question, which is: why is the Deputy Premier
smiling so much this week? There is one elephant in the
room — that is, this is clearly not the Bracks
government, and this Labor government has not started
like the Brumby government. Many of those opposite,
particularly in the Labor right, who thought they would
get an economically conservative social values kind of
Labor government, have found themselves linked to a
Trotskyite in trendy glasses who has handed down a
budget that has already rolled us back into deficit after
just six months. This Premier has more in common
with the Greek Prime Minister from the far left than
any sensible leader we have seen in recent times. What
we have seen is a government that has been high on
rhetoric and very limited on actuality.
In my reply today I want to run through some
comments and what this government said about the
kind of budget it would bring down, what it has actually
brought down and where this state should actually be.
Never forget that we are growing at 100 000 people
plus a year and this state needs leadership more than
ever before. It does not need empty rhetoric. It does not
need a government for the short term. It needs a
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government that has a long-term vision for our state, for
our children and for our grandchildren. However, what
we see with this budget is that it clearly delivers not for
the future of the state but rather for sections of the
union movement and maybe a 24-hour media cycle,
and that is no way to govern our state.
I turn to deal with what Labor Party members said
before they were elected. The Premier said on
25 November 2014, ‘There will be no compensation
paid’ — no ifs, no buts. He said there would be no
compensation paid should this Labor government break
contracts for the east–west link. He said:
There will be no compensation paid because these
arrangements are not valid.

That is quite astounding! Labor was prepared to pay
$640 million as a minimum in relation to contracts that
were not valid. The now Premier, when he was Leader
of the Opposition, also said Labor believed that the
former government had no authority, no mandate, to
sign up to a project that no-one knew anything about.
I refer the Premier to the western distributor project.
Maybe that is what he was talking about. Maybe he was
talking about Transurban extending tolls to the people
of Melbourne’s east and south-eastern suburbs. But no,
he was talking about a project that is in fact the most
needed piece of road infrastructure not just in the city
but in the state. As I said before, what we see with this
budget is that it will return this state to a budgetary
position that is worse than anything we have seen in the
last 20 years.
Can members believe that it has taken this government
just six months to rip up years of economic hard work
that was done to leave this state in the best financial
position of any state in Australia, which is what the
coalition government did? It was not the second best,
not the third best, but the best financial position of any
state in Australia. The Labor Party has trashed that in
just six months. In fact, the coalition government left a
$2.3 billion surplus. Labor, as you would expect,
booked an extra $1 billion on top of that, and in fact
spent an extra $2.1 billion in its budget, which differs
from the pre-election budget update. That takes the
government to an apparent surplus of $1.2 billion in the
budget it has handed down.
Mr Angus — We’ll believe it when we see it.
Mr GUY — The member for Forest Hill is right: we
will believe it when we see it. In fact, if you take away
the money from the east–west link and take out money
that has been paid to this state in order to build
infrastructure, you see that this state has been driven
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into deficit after just a few months of this government
being in office. At least we have to say this government
has done what it is good at, it has done what is
inherently in its DNA, which is to bring into deficit
states that had been left in strong financial positions.
We had the strongest finances of any state in Australia.
Before the election Labor promised — not possibly
committed to or said it might look at; it promised
faithfully — that it would maintain the coalition’s
surpluses. The current Treasurer, the member for
Werribee, said that the pre-election budget update of
surpluses of $1.1 billion in 2014–15, $2.3 billion in
2015–16, rising to $2.7 billion and $3 billion would be
kept by an incoming Labor government.
If we want to talk about not judging politicians on what
they say but on what they do, that is an absolutely
perfect example. Two days before the election Labor
waved its financial statements around this city claiming
that all of its new spending would be offset by
savings — every bit of new spending would be offset
by savings. I have yet to see the word ‘savings’ feature
in this budget. We have seen much spending over a
range of areas but little in the way of sensible savings.
I look at where spending should have been in this
budget and where priorities have not been made — in
infrastructure. I again say to this chamber that one of
the best ways we can enhance jobs and the way we live
as a state is to invest in infrastructure. The last budget
delivered by the coalition government delivered record
infrastructure spending. It delivered $27 billion for
roads, rail, schools and hospitals. There was a vision for
our state’s future — not sporadic, unbudgeted, in the
never-never proposals but projects that were there to
build our state’s future for our children and for our
grandchildren.
This government has spent nearly $1 billion to cancel
the biggest road project in Australia. It has cancelled
the east–west link; it has cancelled the airport rail link.
As to the only significant road project it took to the
election — the half-billion dollar western distributor —
no-one knows if it is going ahead. For goodness sake,
the Minister for Roads and Road Safety does not even
know what municipalities its spans. No planning work
has been done and no Aboriginal cultural heritage
studies have been done. There is an expression of
interest for a set of traffic lights in Footscray Road, and
that is it. And that is a major project! That is the extent
of the Labor government’s programs around
infrastructure for this city.
What has been forgotten in this budget by the Labor
government is very clear. Firstly, Victorians have been
forgotten and our children and grandchildren have been
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forgotten. The first thing the government should have
done with this budget is recommit to the east–west link.
It should have recommitted to the country roads and
bridges program.
There is no excuse for halving the amount of money
being spent on country roads and bridges. There is no
excuse for spending tens of millions of dollars to
rebuild the ballroom at Flinders Street station but then
cutting funding from country roads and bridges. There
is no excuse for spending tens of millions of dollars on
the ballroom at Flinders Street station and not putting
money into the Bright hospital. There is no excuse for
spending tens of millions of dollars to put a ballroom at
Flinders Street station and not buy land for Armstrong
Creek West Primary School, as was committed; for
Point Cook senior school, as was committed; and dare I
say, the Wonthaggi Secondary College. Apparently it
was committed to, maybe it was not, maybe it is not. A
new upper house Labor member by the name of Harriet
Shing said, ‘That’s been retracted, that promise’.
Maybe all the commitments around financial credibility
have also been retracted, given what we see in this
budget.
This week there were promises made in education by
the very happy and well-smiling Deputy Premier,
which should have been kept. A sum of $14 million
was promised for the Montmorency Secondary
College — a great school; my school — and
$1.4 million has been committed. You cannot built a
$14 million promise with $1.4 million. You cannot
build a tenth of a school upgrade. You cannot put the
superstructure up and not the walls and not the
windows and not the doors and not the tiles and not the
furniture and not the carpet. That is a Labor way of
doing infrastructure, and it is mad.
For Cranbourne Secondary College, $10 million was
promised and $1 million allocated; for Cheltenham
Secondary College, $7 million was promised and
$700 000 allocated; for Greensborough College, a
rebuild, $10 million was promised and $1 million
allocated. Are we getting a theme here? It is not just
one or two or three or four schools. For South
Melbourne Park Primary School, $11.5 million was
promised and $1 million allocated. There is Melba
College in Ringwood; the Footscray learning precinct;
Glen Eira College, where I was with the member for
Caulfield; and Keysborough College. This is a running
theme from this government: to rip off schools, to rip
off kids and to promise and underdeliver, and it is
absolutely and utterly disgraceful.
As I said before, you cannot make these promises to
communities and then blatantly rip them off in the way
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this government has done. In less than six months this
government has destroyed our state’s economic
credibility. International financiers in France, Japan,
Spain and right across the globe have witnessed our
reputation being trashed. It is astounding that it has
taken this government such a little amount of time to
realise that it has the ability to destroy such hard work
that has been built up by so many over such a long time
since Labor last left our state in absolute ruin, in the late
1980s and early 1990s and before the 2007 federal
election.
Remember, it was Kevin Rudd who said that nowadays
the Labor Party is financially and fiscally conservative.
It is the same kind of promise from the same generation
of Labor which promised everything before the election
about being strong with finances, running surpluses and
not trashing our state, and then the first message we
sent to the world was, ‘We don’t want your business in
Victoria’. That is absolutely and utterly catastrophic for
industry in the state.
If it is not bad enough that our communities and
schools have missed out, one of the things — one of the
key budgetary initiatives — that should have featured
very clearly in this budget was a commitment to the
Peter MacCallum private hospital. What
government — apart from a crazy left-wing ideological
government — goes on a complete crusade against
those who want to invest in the best of health care for
all of our futures? Why is the Premier so nasty that he
wants to deny people the right to build a private cancer
centre where you would expect — in a public cancer
centre — to get the best of both worlds and to attract
people from overseas back to Melbourne who want to
do business and want to invest in cancer research and
cancer cures? Only an ideological left-wing
government would do something as mad as that.
Labor budgets always end in tears. There was Cain and
Kirner, Rudd and Gillard, Beattie and Bligh, Hawke
and Keating — can I add Whitlam? — Brian Burke and
John Bannon. They go on, and they all had the same
start, promising everything to everyone, putting in
small amounts of money to claim that works have been
done in certain areas that were promised before the
election. That is never a sustainable way to run a
government. That is not a long-term way to run your
state. Pretty soon there will be one more name to add to
that list of Labor economic vandalism infamy, and it
will be the Premier’s.
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) — How can I
possibly follow the Leader of the Opposition? My
contribution will absolutely be the opposite of that.
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I am very pleased to rise to speak and contribute on the
Appropriation (2015–2016) Bill 2015. The state budget
handed down by our Treasurer is a budget that delivers
to all, and I am incredibly proud and pleased to be part
of government that will deliver key projects to my
electorate of St Albans. This is a budget that not only
delivers on Labor’s election promises to invest more in
our roads and major infrastructure, but also delivers
vital services for the people of Victoria, in particular
those in the west.
World-class health care in the west has always been
championed by Labor, and it was a Labor government
that developed the Sunshine Hospital in 1990. It has
been successive Labor governments that have
continued to invest in our hospitals, including the
Bracks government in 2006 and the Brumby
government in 2009, when the first sod was turned on
the redevelopment of the Sunshine Hospital by the then
Minister for Health and now Premier, the member for
Mulgrave, to provide that health care for the people of
the west. How crucial it was at the time! That hospital
continues to grow and provide service in a positive
manner.
The budget delivers on Labor’s promise to invest, I am
extremely happy to say, $200 million for the people of
the west, with a new women and children’s hospital
with 237 beds, 39 special-care nursery cots and four
theatres for the families of the west. By 2026 the
number of births at Sunshine Hospital is expected to
exceed 7000 per year. This is the fastest growing area
not only in Victoria but in Australia, and what we have
seen in this budget is investment for families and for
parents in the west. We saw nothing from the previous
government when it came to investment in the west and
investment in Sunshine Hospital. The people of the
west and families of the west deserve world-class
health care in their local area.
I am pleased to be part of a Labor government that is
getting on with delivering the projects our state needs to
ensure that people using public transport get home safer
and sooner. I am proud that, as part of the state budget,
we will combine the work on the Main Road and
Furlong Road level crossings to drive down the cost,
reduce disruption to rail and road users and accelerate
the delivery of these level crossing removal projects.
Removing these level crossings will reduce congestion,
increase the number of trains running and help reduce
the road toll, ensuring that the St Albans community
gets home safely and, most importantly, pedestrians and
commuters are safe. I know how important the removal
of these level crossings is. We all know what Main
Road and Furlong Road are like, and we all know about
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the lives that have been lost on those two horrendous
level crossings.
I would like to thank the community groups, traders
and residents who have campaigned over many years to
remove these level crossings. As a St Albans resident I
recall attending a community rally in relation to the
Main Road level crossing at the age of 10. Back then it
was held at the St Albans town hall on East Esplanade.
I remember Mum and Dad getting me to sign a petition.
This will reveal my age, but 30 years later the level
crossing will finally be removed. We made a
commitment at the last election that we would not only
remove the Main Road level crossing but we would
also remove the Furlong Road crossing and make sure
that no further deaths occur at these horrendous, horrific
level crossings, which have taken too many lives.
My colleagues the member for Kororoit and the
member for Sydenham and I have advocated on behalf
of residents to remove the state’s most dangerous
roundabout, at Kings Road and Taylors Road in
Delahey, and the budget allocates $6.1 million for this
work. This roundabout will be removed and traffic
lights installed. Pedestrian-operated crossings will also
be installed. The removal of this roundabout will ensure
that the safety of motorists and pedestrians is the no. 1
priority.
I have been surprised by the reaction since I posted on
this issue on my Facebook page. Over 123 000 people
have taken notice of the post, which is outstanding. In
addition, there have been over 1800 responses and
comments on this issue alone. This has highlighted the
level of excitement amongst residents that this issue
will be fixed once and for all. We saw nothing from the
other side for the last four years when it came to
removing one of the worst and most dangerous
roundabouts. There was not a plan or even
consideration of making this roundabout safer. I am
pleased that this vital infrastructure work is included in
the budget.
I believe the western suburbs are the great winners in
this budget. The Western Ring Road will be
widened — a commitment of $150 million. The
widening of the Western Ring Road is not just about
widening the road; it is about making it safer, in
particular on the E. J. Whitten Bridge at St Albans.
People will probably be aware what it means to have
safety barriers along this bridge. Without going into too
much detail, we have lost too many lives on this bridge.
I would like to see this work occur sooner rather than
later, making this stretch of the road safer. The urgency
is great for all.
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I attended TAFE, so I am extremely proud that through
the budget we are returning investment to TAFEs and
reopening TAFEs that unfortunately were closed during
the term of the previous government. In this budget
$350 million has been invested to reopen closed TAFEs
and provide an opportunity for local students to gain
skills and pathways to jobs. That is important to the
people of the west, especially its youth. Not everybody
goes to university, and we need to provide other options
for our youth so they have the opportunity to find jobs.
I welcome the commitment of $350 million for our
local TAFEs.
This budget will invest almost $2.9 billion in Victoria’s
school system. For the first time the budget will meet
Gonski funding levels, and it will do so for the years
2015, 2016 and 2017. I know how crucial this is for
schools and families in my electorate so students can
get the best possible start. I recently visited University
Park Primary School in St Albans, and let me say the
positive response from the principal and teachers to our
education budget was overwhelming. When I walked
into the school and was able to report that Gonski
funding for 2015, 2016 and 2017 was part of the
budget, the principal was so relieved that he was close
to tears. Schools in St Albans depend upon this sort of
funding to deliver programs in subjects such as music,
cooking, computers and, most importantly, reading.
It is just amazing how much spirit these schools have.
Some students at schools in my electorate come from
disadvantaged communities, and people look forward
to receiving funding from government. Government
funding is the only way those schools are able to deliver
their programs. I know that when I explained to the
school community that this government is also
committing more than $148 million to the Camps,
Sports and Excursions Fund to help those
disadvantaged families — —
Mr Noonan — A very good program.
Ms SULEYMAN — Absolutely. These are the
programs that we need to continue to increase each
year, because there are families out there who cannot
afford their children to attend excursions and camps
and who are doing it tough; therefore I am really
pleased to see that students and families will have
access to this money in July. Why should these children
not have access to excursions and camps and not get
assistance through State Schools Relief so that they can
have free uniforms?
I was told stories of how parents of students at these
schools were relying on donations for school
uniforms — this is reality — so I am absolutely pleased
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and very proud that this budget addresses those sorts of
concerns.
A further $50 million is allocated to kindergartens
across the state and $9 million is allocated to assist
young children with a disability. I know that Jackson
School in my electorate will welcome this news.
Sunshine College will also see an investment of
$10 million. I know that the member for Footscray has
done a lot of work around this, and together we are
looking forward to announcing this news to the
community.
Truly this is a budget for families. We all know that we
need to feel safe and secure in our homes — it is
fundamental to a strong society — and that family
violence is a national emergency, so I am very proud
the Labor government has taken action and is leading
the nation when it comes to tackling this issue. That is
why this government has invested over $81 million
over five years to support the Royal Commission into
Family Violence. I know firsthand about the stabbing
death last year of Fiona Warzywoda. Unfortunately we
will have to do much more work when it comes to this
issue to make sure that every person feels safe in their
home. Let me say that although we have a Liberal
federal government which continues to cut funding in
this area, it is great to see that this state government is
providing more money.
Let me conclude by saying that as someone who was
raised in and has lived in the west I am extremely
happy. This is the first time we have seen this level of
investment in the west, and I congratulate my Labor
colleagues in the west who have worked very hard to
make sure that the issues have been highlighted over
many years. Now, finally, we have a Labor budget
which addresses the concerns of and invests in the
people of the west. I commend this budget, and I thank
the Treasurer.
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — It gives me pleasure to
rise to speak on the Appropriation (2015–2016) Bill
2015. There have been many and varied responses with
respect to this budget —
Mr Noonan — Something positive, Russell;
something positive.
Mr NORTHE — I will take up the interjection from
the member for Williamstown at this early stage. Yes, I
think I am fair and reasonable, and I will be talking
about some positive aspects of the government, but it
may take some time to get there to be able to do that.
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I take up the opening remarks of the shadow Treasurer
in his response to this budget. He said:
Victorians deserve better. They deserve better than this
budget because this was not the budget they voted for.

We all remember the promises, the commitments and
the statements made prior to the 2014 election, and in a
general sense I want to talk firstly about some of those
particular matters: no increased taxes, no new taxes, a
boost to jobs, new shovel-ready infrastructure projects
and the retention of surpluses. Prior to the 2014 election
the now Premier and now Treasurer referred to five key
areas in particular, and all we really have in this budget
in response to those five key areas is a litany of broken
and false promises.
If I take up the first point of there being no increase to
taxes, the fact is that existing fees will rise by 2.75 per
cent when in reality CPI actuals to March this year
were 1 per cent, so it is a substantial rise to fees above
the actual CPI, and in the first instance that is a broken
promise.
For a further example one only has to look from a
regional perspective at the increase to the fire services
levy. This budget increases the fire services levy by
7.2 per cent. Members of the coalition had long
advocated for a fairer fire services levy system, and
Labor members, now in government, had to be dragged
kicking and screaming to ensure that that occurred, but
at the first opportunity to ensure that we do have a fair
fire services levy, what have they done? They have
increased the fire services levy by 7.2 per cent.
The second point was about there being no new taxes,
but already this week we have the State Taxation Acts
Amendment Bill 2015, which introduces brand-new
taxes — yet again another broken promise and another
broken commitment.
We have an extra land tax and an extra transfer duty tax
all surrounded by some dodgy regulations. Nobody
seems to know how it will operate in practice, and it
will give the Treasurer unfettered powers across those
particular regulations — so yet again another broken
promise.
On the third point, the government said prior to the
election that there would be a significant boost in jobs,
but if we look at the budget papers and at the
unemployment rate, what we see in the government’s
own figures is that unemployment will rise not only to
higher rates but for longer periods.
If we look at the 2014 pre-election budget update, we
can see that the unemployment rate in 2017–18 is
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predicted to be 5.5 per cent, yet this Labor
government’s budget is predicting it will be 6 per cent.
We are seeing a 0.5 per cent rise in the unemployment
rate under Labor, yet Labor says that it is going to boost
new jobs.
Much has been said about shovel-ready infrastructure
projects, but what we are seeing in infrastructure
projects is that spending is down by $6.4 billion over
four years. No matter what the term ‘shovel-ready’
means, there are no shovel-ready projects ready to go in
this state at the moment.
In his contribution the Leader of the Opposition
referred to the fact that the West Gate distributor is now
the western distributor and totally neglects the east.
Effectively under the proposal put forward by the Labor
government the people in my constituency in eastern
Victoria would have to subsidise those who use this
new project in the west of the state, which is simply not
fair and reasonable.
Given the time constraints I will not go into detail, but
suffice it to say that residents and constituents in the
Morwell electorate are absolutely disappointed that
prior to the election they were told that the east–west
link contract was not worth the paper it was written on
and that we were not going to pay compensation, but
$640 million-plus later here we are today.
The last point I will make is that the government has
said it will retain surpluses. If we have a look at the
2014 pre-election budget update, we see it says that in
the forward years there will be a surplus of $9.1 billion
in totality, yet now the government’s own budget
papers show it as $4.9 billion. Where has $4.2 billion
gone from those surpluses? It has simply gone.
I will quickly refer to matters pertaining to my shadow
portfolio of consumer affairs and liquor and gaming
regulation. The fact is that whilst the Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation may
wish to contest that the government has not cut funding
to the Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation, the
government has. The fact is that the coalition
committed $150 million over four years towards the
foundation and Labor has committed over the next four
years $148 million. In fact $148 million is less than
$150 million, but the minister still says the government
has not cut funding to it. In my eyes the government
has; it is in the budget papers itself, so members can
have a look at that.
Members of this government have also abolished
important programs such as Step Back. Think, which is
a really important initiative around alcohol abuse, and
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they have not taken up the coalition’s initiative of
extending the Salvation Army’s Youth Street Teams
into other municipalities, including into some areas of
regional Victoria as well.
As you would know as a regional member of
Parliament, Acting Speaker, we are very concerned
with the budget in terms of some of the programs and
measures that have been cut from regional areas. The
agriculture output budget has been cut by 12 per cent.
You can refer to the budget papers; it is all there. The
regional development output budget has been cut by
24 per cent. The very successful regional expo has been
cut. We have spoken about roads in the country roads
and bridges program. The program is gone, much to the
consternation of many of our regional councils. The
wild dog bounty is gone. The fox bounty is only being
funded for one year. The Energy for the Regions
program has gone; it is not there anymore.
From a local perspective I will talk about some of my
local programs, including the $15 million Latrobe
Valley Industry and Infrastructure Fund. That is not
being funded, and that is a real shame. I will refer to a
more local perspective now in the Morwell electorate,
and I will give credit where it is due. The government
has funded some important projects within the Morwell
electorate, and I congratulate it on doing so. We are
very pleased that the government has seen fit to provide
$7.8 million towards the Kurnai College campus in
Morwell. That is long overdue, and we certainly
welcome that funding. There is funding to establish a
Country Fire Authority (CFA) district 27 in the city of
Latrobe. This was again an initiative of the coalition,
and we had already put in place measures to ensure that
it occurred. That was a response to the Hazelwood mine
fire as part of the board of inquiry. It is pleasing to see
that there is funding to continue that work the coalition
initiated.
There is also funding in the budget for the Morwell
CFA station. The previous minister just walked in the
door, which is good timing. We were pleased as a
government to be able to contribute $5 million to that
project. Morwell CFA has its centenary this year, so it
is a really important project. We congratulate the
current government for ensuring that that will continue.
The government has provided some funding for an
emergency services hub in Morwell itself. Again, that is
something we support. The Latrobe Community Health
Service dental prosthetic facility is also an initiative that
the coalition had provided funding for. The current
government has seen fit to provide some additional
funding towards that project, which is something we
support. Well done!
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I want to raise the issue of the Morwell primary schools
regeneration project. This has long been called for, and
I was proud that in government we were able to make
an election commitment of $13 million that would see
the amalgamation of Morwell Primary School, Tobruk
Street Primary School and Commercial Road Primary
School in Morwell on the one site. It also included a
redevelopment of Morwell Park Primary School, which
would have meant that four primary schools in Morwell
would have received a substantial makeover. We
committed $13 million to that project. Prior to the
election Labor committed $12 million to the project.
We were concerned at the time about the mixed
messages that were being provided by the now Premier
and the then Labor candidate. The Premier said that
Morwell Park Primary School was not included. The
candidate said that Morwell Park was included. If you
have a look at the budget papers, whilst I am pleased to
say that there has been $10.45 million contributed to
this project in this budget, which is not the $12 million
that Labor committed to, and indeed Morwell Park
Primary School is out of this project again. That is an
extremely disappointing outcome for our primary
school and the community.
In the budget papers there is also reference to the
Gippsland logistics precinct. I am little bit bemused by
what this is or how a figure has been arrived at, but
nonetheless if it can be a successful proposition then I
support it. It has been long touted in the Gippsland
region and Morwell that it should be established, but
my concern is that there is no line item in the budget
papers referring to it. I am not sure how the $10 million
will be allocated or where the business case is for that
$10 million. My understanding is that there is no
private operator genuinely interested in this particular
project, so there are still a lot of unanswered questions
with respect to that.
Overall, I will give the government credit for some of
those projects that have been delivered. What I must
say though is that this budget is a massive
disappointment for the people of Traralgon. The
member for Frankston has just walked out. I know his
parents live in Morwell. If you live in Morwell and you
looked at the budget objectively you might say that it is
a reasonably good budget for Morwell. But for
Traralgon, a township of 28 000 people, not to have one
pre-election commitment and not to be mentioned in
the budget is an absolute disgrace. The people of
Traralgon have every right to be very disappointed in
Labor for what it has or has not done with respect to
this budget. I say genuinely that prior to the election I
was proud that the coalition had committed to projects
such as a Gippsland regional aquatics facility and the
redevelopment of the Traralgon courthouse. These were
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much-needed projects that were supported by the
community and by council that the coalition wanted
delivered. Unfortunately they are completely missing
from any Labor pre-election commitments and from
this budget. That is a terrible shame.
One of the programs that has been really well received
by the community and the business community in my
electorate is the Latrobe Valley Industry and
Infrastructure Fund. We dedicated $15 million towards
that particular fund, which supported in excess of
40 businesses through successful applications over the
past four years. There was $15 million allocated, and it
has leveraged close to $100 million investment in our
local community and created 1200 jobs. That is no
longer in existence. That is a terrible shame for a
community that does it tough. We have reasonably high
unemployment rates within our region. That particular
fund was one way of not only addressing
unemployment but also diversifying our local economy.
It is very important that it be continued. It is an extreme
disappointment for the business community that a
similar type of program has not been announced by this
government.
In conclusion I want to refer to some of the other
projects that we would like to see the government take
up in the future. Prior to the election both the coalition
and Labor made a number of commitments. The people
of Morwell could look at this budget objectively and
say, ‘Yes, we are reasonably satisfied’, but there is
simply nothing in this budget for all the other
communities and towns in the Morwell electorate.
We want to see improvements to rail services. The
coalition had a package prior to the election that would
have addressed some of the service, capacity and
punctuality issues. In this budget nothing is mentioned
about some level crossing removals, which of course
are always welcome, but much more needs to be done
for the Gippsland line to be successful in the future.
The coalition made a number of announcements across
all communities and will continue to hold the
government to account for delivering for the township
of Morwell. The coalition will also make sure the
government completely and implicitly understands that
the people of Traralgon deserve better. They deserve
something in the budget. They deserve major
infrastructure. Many of the smaller communities in the
Morwell electorate deserve upgrades and improvements
to their services and assets.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — I am delighted to
join the debate on the Appropriation (2015–2016)
Bill 2015. I begin my contribution by quoting the

Wednesday, 27 May 2015

Sunnyboys, that great Australian band from the 1980s,
who sang:
We can lock away the bad memories together,
Close the doors to the past forever.

In delivering 96 per cent of Labor’s election promises,
that is exactly what this budget does. This budget brings
home the bacon for Essendon. I refer specifically to the
$5.7 million rebuild of Strathmore Primary School,
which is a fantastic outcome for our community. I have
previously acknowledged in the house the great role
that people like Heidi Fitzpatrick, Monique Breuer and
principal Debbie Starpins have played in advocating for
the rebuilding of this school. They have been fantastic.
Another key election commitments made last year was
the removal of the Buckley Street level crossing. Work
is underway on that, and we are significantly closer to
having that crossing removed. I refer members to
page 41 of budget paper 3, which states:
Planning is underway and funding will be progressively
released as level crossing removals are ready for market.

This is really important. In August 2012 Public
Transport Victoria released a publication titled
Metropolitan Public Transport Demand Forecast
Report, which talked about the future of the
Craigieburn railway line. It showed an estimated
increase in weekday rail boardings of 5.1 per cent
between 2011 and 2021, and 4.8 per cent between 2021
and 2031. Removing level crossings is really important.
Also important is getting on with the job of delivering
the Melbourne Metro rail tunnel. In this budget there is
$1.5 billion over the forward estimates committed to
planning, design and commencement of construction in
2018.
This budget looks at improving pedestrian safety on
Boundary Road, North Melbourne, which is just
outside my electorate, with a $600 000 pedestrian
crossing. This is important because many of the people
who live in the Flemington public housing estate cross
Boundary Road to access the local mosque. This has
been an important issue for many people in the Somali
community in Flemington. I am delighted to see that
the crossing has been funded.
I turn now to the budget papers and a broader
discussion of the budget. Having chaired Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee hearings for the
last two weeks, I want to talk about my budget papers.
These are my budget papers. There are many like them,
but these are mine. My budget papers are my best
friend. They are my life. I must master them as they
master my life. My budget papers without me are
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useless, and without my budget papers I am useless. I
felt it was important to say that because I have grown
very fond of this collection of budget papers over the
course of the last two weeks.
I refer specifically to page 19 of budget paper 2, which
talks about the broader macro-economic forecast for
Victoria over the coming years. It outlines the growth in
gross state product. For the 2013–2014 year the result
was 1.7 per cent. It trends up to 2.75 per cent in
2016–2017 and will continue at that rate. The
unemployment rate is predicted to be at 6.5 per cent for
2014–2015, but it is trending downward. Importantly
inflation is well and truly under control. The consumer
price index looks to be no greater than 2.75 per cent in
those years.
From the point of view of government it is important
that we look at table 4.2 on page 49 of budget paper 2,
headed ‘Summary operating statement for the general
government sector’. That table charts the change in
revenue and the change in expenses across the forward
estimates. Revenue is predicted to grow from 2.2 per
cent to 3.7 per cent, 2.5 per cent, 3.8 per cent and
3.6 per cent. Expenses are predicted to grow from
4.5 per cent to 3.1 per cent, 2.2 per cent, 3.9 per cent
and 2.9 per cent. Broadly we are looking at making sure
that our expenses do not outpace our revenue. That is
important because we can then ensure we maintain a
sustainable budget position and continue to produce
significant budget surpluses, which have been a
hallmark of Victorian Labor governments for many
years.
In looking at the budget in a broader sense,
$26.4 million is to be invested over four years in the
independent arts sector grants programs. Supporting
that creativity and looking at the arts in terms of being
an economic driver and broadening the diversity of
Victoria is very important, as is providing that support
to those small organisations. Having been a director of
the Melbourne Fringe Festival, I am thoroughly pleased
that that is occurring.
It is also important that the budget is going to establish
a Victorian government business office in Singapore as
well as expanding our reach and looking at investing
$12 million in inbound trade missions for people to
come to Victoria to see what is available here and to
showcase Victoria’s best. I am reminded of a meeting I
had a few years ago when a gentleman said to me that it
is important that when you move through India to
Japan, an extra billion people will join the Asian
middle-class by 2030. That person was Andrew Robb,
now federal Minister for Trade and Investment, who
was then a shadow minister. He felt it was important
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that we develop policies that would improve our
engagement with Asia.
I am also pleased by the fact that we are looking at
investing $60 million in the Start Up initiative, which is
matching our best and brightest entrepreneurs with
business mentors to get their ideas off the ground. I am
reminded of a book I read which I was introduced to by
Senator Scott Ryan. Scott and I went to university
together. He said, ‘You really should read this book,
Why Nations Fail — The Origins of Power, Prosperity
and Poverty by Daron Acemoğlu and James Robinson.
Their central thesis is that no matter if you look at any
form of government over the last 2000 years, a nation
will sustain itself if you have inclusive economic
institutions and inclusive political institutions.
That builds on and relates to the work of Thomas
Piketty in relation to capital in the 21st century.
Piketty’s central thesis is that the rate of return on
capital will be greater than the rate of economic growth
over the long term, with the result being a concentration
and inequitable distribution of wealth, which will cause
social and economic instability. This is important and
relates to the Start Up initiative. If you are solely a
wage earner, the rate of growth of your private wealth
will mirror that of the nation’s economic growth, but if
you become a sole proprietor or a significant
shareholder in your company, you have a greater
opportunity to participate in capital markets — for
example, to own multiple properties or possess a
significant share portfolio — which will in turn provide
a rate of return that more closely reflects the rate of
return of capital rather than economic growth. That is
important because working people have the best chance
to significantly increase their wealth in a generation,
which demonstrates the importance of inclusive
economic institutions.
I founded a start-up a couple of years ago. I had to
convince my wife about the idea of taking out a second
mortgage, and I pitched the idea to my employer, who
gave me some money and gave me a go, so off I went.
It was good fun, and I learnt a lot. However, I was
fortunate. I had been in business for a long period of
time, I was older and I was mature, and it was easy for
me. The reality is that start-ups are founded
overwhelmingly by men aged 53. It is usually men who
have been made redundant and decide they want to
have a go, which is great. However, we need to make
sure we provide people with the opportunity to put their
best foot forward, maximise their chances of running a
successful small business and maximise their
opportunities of ensuring that their rate of return is
closer to the rate of capital return rather than the rate of
economic growth. This is supplemented by the decision
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in the budget to reduce the costs of running a small
business by removing stamp duty on special mobile
plant and equipment. That is similarly important to
tradies having their registration halved, which is
another important initiative. Many people who have
done well financially are tradies who set up their own
businesses, become successful small business operators
and away they go.
I am pleased this budget invests $50 million for early
years facilities, including investment in integrated
children’s centres, because we know families are best
served when they can access maternal and child health
services with a wraparound approach. June
McLoughlin, whom I served with on the board of the
Early Learning Association Australia, works out at
Doveton and has found that if you have an early
learning environment in a school, people are more
likely to identify a range of other problems because
they feel they are less likely to be judged in that
environment. These sorts of investments in early
childhood education are important. Similarly it shows
we can focus on making sure people have the best
opportunities to start their life well.
Page 69 of budget paper 3, under the heading ‘Good
money’, outlines the community finance hubs that will
continue to operate, but there will be greater levels of
support around them. This is a three-way partnership
between Good Shepherd Microfinance, the state
government and the NAB. We know the people who
access these hubs are often women who are fleeing
domestic violence, so having access to capital to restart
their lives and not be gouged in the process is
important. There is money for homelessness innovation
action projects that look at early intervention. It is about
ensuring that people are helped and assisted. In this
budget we are also significantly upgrading the number
of public housing dwellings, and that is important. It is
about making sure people live in a safe environment,
feel safe and secure and have dignity in their lives. It is
also about making sure a safety net is in place that gives
people the opportunity to progress.
I am proud that this is the first government to put
LGBTI equality firmly on the agenda. It is important.
The Minister for Equality has received $10 million and
is establishing the first dedicated equality portfolio in
the Department of Premier and Cabinet. That is
important because at that high level we can make sure
good policy emanates from the top and ripples across
government and the public sector. It is also important
that we are establishing the first gender and sexuality
commissioner and an LGBTI task force to look at a
program of reform to remove discrimination from our
laws and services. Having a commissioner whose sole
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task is to promote the rights of LGBTI people in the
community and champion inclusive practices across
government is vitally important. From that perspective,
the budget delivers significant gains across the sector.
Coming back to early childhood, the budget includes
$48.1 million for the Child FIRST and family services
initiative, which is the single biggest increase in a
decade for this program. It is important to support
vulnerable families when they need help. In a practical
sense this means there will be 70 additional workers
employed by the community sector to assist around
2100 vulnerable families each year. Timely early
intervention and support make a significant difference
in people’s lives. It is far better, particularly in an early
years environment, to support a child in the early stages
when they need it, making sure they have the support
they need and are able to progress. If you constantly
push people through and do not support and protect
them, then ultimately they will fall through the gaps,
which is a great shame.
I remember talking to June McLoughlin at Doveton,
which is an interesting community. There is a large
asylum seeker population there who are keen and
ambitious for their children. The parents are often not
literate or numerate in their own language, let alone in
English, but they have great aspirations and hopes for
their children. There is also a large population of people
who are intergenerationally welfare dependent. The
grandfather may have lost his job when Holden left in
the 1980s, his children may have never worked and
now their kids are teenagers and may have no concept
of work and what that means. Providing these sorts of
wraparound services in the early years environment to
encourage and support people is important.
Coming back to having inclusive economic institutions,
it is important to make sure people have access to
capital and the opportunity to progress. If people are
prepared to work and work hard, they are rewarded for
that and can make their way up the ladder, but it is also
about making sure there is a safety net in place.
I opened with the Sunnyboys, and I close with Don
Henley. I say in relation to the previous government:
A little voice inside my head said, ‘Don’t look back. You can
never look back’.

This budget ensures that ‘those days are gone forever’
and that the people of Victoria can ‘just let them go’. I
commend the first budget of the Andrews Labor
government to the house.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) — I rise to join the budget
reply. The Andrews government’s first budget is one
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about rewarding mates. If you live in a Labor seat, are a
member of a union or are a friend of the ALP, then this
is a good budget for you. However, if you are looking
for a budget for the benefit of the entire state or the
entire population, or you are looking at economic
growth or financial management, then you see that the
Victorian population misses out in this budget.

policies is to trial 24-hour public transport on Friday
and Saturday nights, so the obvious question now is: if
the government is going to increase the length of time
trains and trams operate, where will the PSOs come
from if it is not going to add any additional PSOs? The
numbers regarding PSOs do not add up, so we will be
looking for an explanation as to how that will work.

I notice that the wages bill for the public sector will
increase by 7.1 per cent. People will argue that if you
are putting on more public servants, more police, more
nurses, more ambulance officers and more paramedics,
you would expect the public sector bill to increase, but
if you do not have a clear wages policy that everyone
understands, it is very concerning. The previous
government had a wages policy of 2.5 per cent plus
productivity offsets. Ambulance officers and
firefighters were not happy with that, which created
issues for the previous government, but at least
everyone in the state knew where we stood on wages.

The other thing in the budget papers that concerns me is
on page 11 of the Treasurer’s speech, where it says:

We believe our wages policy was fair for one and all. It
was 2.5 per cent, but if you wanted to increase that
amount, the government was happy to do so providing
it was based on a genuine productivity offset. The
Department of Treasury and Finance would calculate
what was being traded and come back with an amount,
and we would say that 0.3 per cent or 0.4 per cent could
be added on top of the 2.5 per cent. We thought that
that was a fair way of doing it because you then could
not have one union accusing another union of having a
better deal and attempting to negotiate a higher wage
next time around. It was clear and everybody knew
about it. It will be interesting to see how the current
government’s wages policy will play out when it sits
down to negotiate with police, firefighters, nurses and
teachers, and also paramedics next time around. It is
going to be very interesting to see if others use what
was paid to paramedics as a benchmark.
I was also interested to note that there are no additional
police officers in this budget. The Andrews government
has committed to 400 custody officers, which we
support and which was an idea we also put forward. We
want to free up the police officers who were looking
after prisoners in police cells so that they can get back
to working on the street. We thought that was a very
good point and we were strongly pushing for it.
However, we also promised 700 police officers on top
of our 2010 election commitments for 1800 police —
though we delivered 1900 police by the end of our
term — and 940 protective services officers (PSOs),
which were great initiatives. We actually delivered
1046 PSOs, making sure that every metropolitan
railway station had two PSOs patrolling them after 6.00
p.m. One of the Andrews government’s public transport

15 more police in Geelong and the Bellarine Peninsula.

We do not have an issue with more police, but it does
not tally with the Victoria Police Act 2013, which the
Napthine government introduced to update the Police
Regulation Act 1958. A lot of the changes were made
in regard to the relationship between the government,
the police minister and the Chief Commissioner of
Police. The act is all about making sure that the chief
commissioner could act independently of the police
minister and independently of the government. I refer in
particular to ‘Division 2 — Relationship with
government’ in part 2 of the Victoria Police Act 2013.
It states:
10

Ministerial directions
(1) The Minister may from time to time, after
consulting the Chief Commissioner, give written
directions to the Chief Commissioner in relation to
the policy and priorities to be pursued in the
performance of the functions of Victoria Police.
(2) Subject to subsection (3), a direction under
subsection (1) cannot be given in relation to any of
the following matters …

I emphasise ‘cannot be given’. One of those matters is:
(f)

the allocation or deployment of police officers
or protective services officers to or at
particular locations;

If the government cannot direct the Chief
Commissioner of Police as to where to put the police
officers, how can the Treasurer put in his budget speech
that there will be 15 more police in Geelong and on the
Bellarine Peninsula? It is highly contradictory, and it
flies in the face of the act. The act was written like this
to protect the chief commissioner from political
influence when stationing police; otherwise you could
have a situation in which a Labor government could
flood Labor seats with police officers while drying up
police numbers in Liberal-held seats, or vice versa. The
question is: if it is against the Victoria Police Act 2013
for the government to direct the chief commissioner on
the deployment of police to a particular location, how is
it that the government said through the Treasurer’s
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speech that it is directing 15 more police to be stationed
in Geelong and on the Bellarine Peninsula? It does not
make sense, and we need an explanation as to why that
has been allowed to happen. To me that smacks of
direct government interference with the chief
commissioner’s powers. If the Treasurer’s speech had
read, ‘After consultation with the chief commissioner,
the chief commissioner is directing 15 more police to
Geelong and the Bellarine Peninsula’, we would not
have an issue with it because that would be a direction
of the current Acting Chief Commissioner of Police,
Tim Cartwright, but the way it is written is contrary to
what has actually happened.
It is also interesting to note — and the member for
Morwell made the same point — that for many years
there were issues regarding funding for the Country
Fire Authority (CFA) and the Metropolitan Fire
Brigade. The coalition government introduced a new
property-based levy for fire services, which I think
worked very well. It is interesting that the Andrews
government has now been able to increase that by
around $100 million to pay for 450 firefighters. As we
said at the time, we see increasing full-time firefighters
as a proper step forward, but if you increase the number
of full-time firefighters in those CFA stations and start
pushing out volunteers, the volunteers will not come
back.
What happens is that when we want that surge
capacity — like we did during the fire season a couple
of years ago or on Black Saturday — when we need all
the volunteer firefighters to step forward, they will not
be there. They will have been pushed out by the
unionised, full-time firefighters in CFA areas. You can
already hear the chatter at those CFA stations on the
fringes of Melbourne because volunteers feel they are
being pushed out.
The other interesting thing about the budget is
infrastructure. We have to look hard to find what
money for genuine infrastructure has been tagged in the
budget. In the past we have seen what Labor
governments do in regard to infrastructure. We have
spoken about the regional rail project, and my
understanding is that it will open soon. In itself it is a
very good project. It will mean that there is more
capacity on the train lines from Ballarat, Bendigo and
Geelong, and it will free up a lot more capacity to move
people more quickly. When we came to government we
had to deal with an infrastructure mess that had been
left by the previous government, and that was
frustrating. If you do not have signals and you do not
have trains, then you have to deal with the funding
black hole to ensure that the project can continue.
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Lots of members in the chamber have talked about
myki and the issue that Labor could not sort out myki.
The Labor government promised that it would never
take water north of the Great Dividing Range. It built
the north–south pipeline, which may never be used but
which is costing hundreds of millions of dollars. I am
not sure whether the business case and the cost-benefit
analysis were done. The desalination plant is also an
issue.
One of the matters that the Labor government is trying
to take credit for is the widening of the Tullamarine
Freeway. The government has argued that the widening
of the freeway is an Andrews infrastructure initiative,
which does not make any sense, because it had already
been announced a couple of times by the previous
government. Press releases state that the Napthine
government had made the commitment to widen the
Tullamarine Freeway. It is a good project and we
strongly support it, but to claim it as your own when it
was announced on 28 April last year and signed with
the Prime Minister agreeing to funding on 6 October
last year is disingenuous and grossly unfair.
Part of the deal for the western distributor is that the
contract for collecting tolls will be extended. When you
set up a contract with a tolling company the idea is that
it is for a fixed number of years, and on CityLink it is
32 or 33 years. At the end of that time the road reverts
back to the government and then hypothetically it is
able to run the road toll free because it has been fully
paid for. To extend the contract for another 15 years,
which is longer than it should be, means that people in
the eastern suburbs will be paying the toll for 15 years
longer than they should for a road that they will
probably never use, and that is not fair. It is also a bit
rich for the government to say, ‘We want this project to
go ahead, but by the way, people in the east should pay
the tolls on the Monash Freeway, and we are also
expecting the federal government to pick up the tab’.
Once again, that is absolutely unfair.
Interestingly in my local area there have been no
commitments from the Labor government, so we will
continue to campaign strongly for Rowville rail. We
were hoping that the Napthine government’s plan to
upgrade the Pakenham-Cranbourne line with
high-performance signals would occur, because once
that line was upgraded there would be a greater chance
of connecting the Rowville rail into it.
The Napthine government made commitments to two
secondary schools and three primary schools in my
area, and it is disappointing to note that the five schools
have missed out completely. But we will continue to
campaign very strongly for them. We committed
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money for the Scoresby Football Club and the
Lysterfield Junior Football Club, but once again they
missed out, and there is no money for them. The
Scoresby Country Fire Authority (CFA) brigade has
been tolerant. We made a commitment that we would
rebuild the Scoresby CFA and build traffic lights so
trucks could get out onto Ferntree Gully Road. This
busy CFA station is fully manned by volunteers. It has
about 500 call-outs a year; it is one of the busiest in the
state. Unfortunately it has missed out on funding.
All in all, if you are a mate of Labor, this budget will
probably have something for you. Road congestion
continues to be one of the big issues for us in the outer
east, but it is not just a concern in the outer east, it is
also a concern in Gippsland, Ballarat, Bendigo and
Geelong for people wanting to come into the city. All
great major cities around the world have a ring-road.
We do not have a ring-road, and that is why we are so
committed to pushing very strongly for the east–west
link to be built. Everyone needs it.
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) — I am pleased to rise to
contribute to debate on the Appropriation (2015–2016)
Bill 2015. As the member for Geelong I am proud that
the Andrews Labor government is providing real
opportunities for the people of Victoria and of course
Geelong. This is a budget that the largest regional city
in Victoria needs and deserves. It is a budget that
delivers for all Victorians and of course for Geelong. It
gets back to the basics — that is, jobs, education, health
and transport. It delivers a $1.2 billion surplus, and it
preserves our AAA credit rating. Our economy is
growing and the unemployment rate is falling.
The Andrews Labor government is delivering on its
commitments to education. This is the biggest
education budget in Victoria’s history. Geelong’s
schools were in a desperate situation. Principals and
teachers approached me during the election campaign
saying, ‘Labor must win this election because our
schools are falling down and we have no hope’.
Whittington Primary School deserves a lot of attention.
It is a school that was and still is falling down. It is in a
severely disadvantaged area, and the students require a
lot of support. Over the four years of the previous
government the school worked hard to ensure that its
disadvantaged students got what they needed. It used
community services to put on breakfast and lunch every
day for its students. It organised funding for a social
worker, and it organised volunteers to run a music
program and used donations of musical instruments to
do it. Our commitment will now see these programs
being fully funded, with a rebuild and renovation of
Whittington Primary School.
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We are focusing on the schools that need the most
support. Whittington Primary School is located in one
of the most disadvantaged areas in our region. Between
2010 and 2014 the unemployment rate in Whittington
grew. It has the highest rate of unskilled labour, it has
the lowest rate of people over 15 years who have
completed year 12 and it has the highest rate of people
without post-school qualifications. We know that the
struggling families need support and that the entrenched
disadvantage requires intervention at many levels, and
of course one of those is in education. The Andrews
Labor government will give our children the education
they need and deserve now and into the future. I called
on the Minister for Education to visit the school, and he
did.
Geelong High School will also be rebuilt. This school
has a great and proud history, but the building is
crumbling. Every time there is rain the school floods,
and following the rain the principal has to sweep the
water from the school. I care about the future of our
kids and their comfort, safety and security at school.
Geelong High School has waited a long time for this
commitment, and I am proud that the Andrews Labor
government will deliver on it.
Gordon TAFE will now have access to the $50 million
TAFE Back to Work Fund and to $32 million for a jobs
and skills centre. We will give our kids the skills they
need. That is why Geelong will get one of the 10 tech
schools that were promised at the election.
Mr Katos interjected.
Ms COUZENS — The member for South Barwon
over there can go on about other schools in the region,
but I think a lot of the schools would question his
comments. The previous government went running
around during the election promising the world to
various schools, but it did not deliver in the four years it
was in government. The schools it made promises to
were often schools that did not need the upgrades while
the most disadvantaged schools were still not getting a
commitment. A great opportunity for students to get the
skills they need — —
Mr M. O’Brien interjected.
Ms COUZENS — Yes, upsetting them — —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McCurdy) —
Order! I ask the member to speak through the Chair.
Ms COUZENS — As we heard earlier today in this
place, the Andrews Labor government will meet its
obligations under the Gonski agreement with the full
allocation for the 2016–17 school years. This will make

APPROPRIATION (2015–2016) BILL 2015
1638

ASSEMBLY

up the $805 million shortfall in allocated funding to the
department that was left by the previous government.
There is a $50 million upgrade to kindergartens. There
is a $10 million upgrade to schools for students with
disabilities. We are investing $178 million to give
students the things they need, like camps, sports and
excursions. Many children miss out, and at Whittington
Primary School it was not just a couple of kids who
would miss out but virtually the whole school.
Whittington Primary School in particular is very happy
to receive funding from the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund. There are also free eye tests and
glasses, breakfast clubs and more free uniforms, shoes
and music classes.
The Andrews Labor government’s commitment to jobs
for Geelong is being delivered in this budget. We know
that the workers of Geelong are happy about that,
which is why we now have a Labor government. We
have a $30 million commitment to redevelop the
Geelong Performing Arts Centre (GPAC), a
much-loved facility in central Geelong which needs
new life to attract more events. The redevelopment will
include more dance studios, a new facade and a
conversion of the incorporated church into a 150-seat
cabaret and music venue. Many people in our
community go to the shows and really enjoy the GPAC
facility in Geelong. Our local schools use it for their
annual program, and it is very well used by our youth
organisations and various theatre groups around
Geelong.
The Andrews Labor government wants to help our
creative industries to grow, create more jobs, sustain
more careers and bring more visitors, events and
exhibitions into our state — and of course into
Geelong. GPAC offers a variety of performing arts
opportunities to all age groups. This upgrade will
enable an even greater variety of shows and events to
meet the needs of our large regional city, and I am sure
that Jill and her team at GPAC are very excited about
this opportunity.
The Regional Jobs Fund will enable government
investment in rural and regional infrastructure,
economic development and communities. As part of the
Regional Jobs Fund, $7.5 million has been committed
to Geelong. The Geelong Region Innovation and
Investment Fund focuses on encouraging new
investment and sustainable jobs growth. There is a
$200 million program to establish the Future Industries
Fund, offering grants to companies working in six
industries poised for extraordinary growth and primed
for Victorian expertise. They are medical technology
and pharmaceutical; new energy technology; food and
fibre processing; transport, defence and construction
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technology; international education; and professional
services.
There is $3 million to support a manufacturing hub in
Geelong in partnership with Deakin University. There
is $25 million for the establishment of A New Future in
Regional Victoria Fund. To support partnerships
between industry and tertiary institutions the fund will
support place-based job growth through skills and
industry alignment.
There is $70 million to upgrade Simonds Stadium
Geelong. This is not just about Simonds Stadium but
about job creation, local procurement and having a
facility that can be used by not just the Geelong
Football Club but also many others. It also focuses on
installing a state-of-the-art rehabilitation centre that will
be used by the Transport Accident Commission (TAC)
and WorkCover in Geelong. This is a great job creation
initiative.
There is a new location in Waurn Ponds for building
the new V/Locity trains. The Defence Procurement
Office is now based at Deakin University. We have
more police. We will also be creating jobs by having
WorkSafe relocated to Geelong, which will build on the
insurance precinct that the TAC and WorkCover are
actively working on. Geelong has also strongly
welcomed the 10-year agreement negotiated with
Jetstar and the Andrews Labor government. This
agreement has saved many jobs at Avalon Airport,
along with keeping services for the Geelong
community. It was an absolute delight to go out to
Avalon a few weeks back to make that announcement
with Avalon and Jetstar. The workers’ reaction was
extraordinary. They had all been looking at losing their
jobs within weeks if an agreement had not been
reached.
The community workers of Geelong were happy to get
their equal pay commitment from the Andrews
government. We have many community workers in
Geelong providing services to the most disadvantaged
in our community — homeless people, the aged, people
who need a bit of a leg-up every now and then — and
why should they not have equal pay? The work they are
doing is extraordinary.
We have also committed $60 000 to undertake a study
to evaluate the market potential for liquefied petroleum
gas vehicles and assess the technology and the
economics of establishing a large-scale plant in
Geelong, again with the potential for many new jobs.
The Andrews Labor government is supporting business,
not only through local procurement, which I have
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already mentioned, but also through a $60 million
initiative for start-ups, which will take our most
promising concepts from mine to market. A $12 million
program of inbound trade missions will bring in
overseas investors. I had the pleasure of attending a
number of local wineries over the weekend as part of
the Meet the Winemaker program, where I met
members of the international delegation. They were
very impressed with the wines we produce in the
Geelong region. This was the first large-scale inbound
trade event specific to the Victorian wine industry, and
it was a pleasure to be there.
The government is supporting small businesses with
stamp duty relief if they invest in new equipment, and
they can also have payroll tax relief if they hire
retrenched workers, unemployed young people or the
long-term jobless.
There is a greater confidence in Geelong. I have met
with many business owners who are feeling confident
after this budget. I had the pleasure of having the
Treasurer visit Geelong last week and talk to many
business and community leaders about the budget and
how it will impact on them. Their confidence was
amazing. They feel we are now on the way to a much
more successful Geelong.
The Andrews Labor government has made a strong
commitment in the budget to support multicultural
communities and social cohesion. I am sure that
Diversitat, a Geelong multicultural organisation, will be
applying for much of the funding that has been put up.
All multicultural affairs portfolio funding that was due
to sunset in 2014–15 has been maintained. In addition,
new funding of $25 million over four years will be
provided to develop a whole-of-community approach.
Overall the multicultural affairs portfolio and social
inclusion initiatives combined will be around
$74 million and the total budget will be in excess of
$121 million.
The Andrews Labor government is providing
$81.3 million to support Australia’s first Royal
Commission into Family Violence and to relieve the
overwhelming pressure on services for women and
children affected by family violence. I am very much
aware of the issue of family violence and the impact it
has on women and children. Family violence is a
growing problem in Geelong. I have met with many
women who have experienced family violence, and I
have listened to their stories. One of the key issues for
many is finding long-term accommodation — that is, a
safe and secure environment for them, their children
and in some cases even other family members. Geelong
police and local services have worked together to
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develop a response to family violence, for which they
should be commended. The three-day, three-week and
three-month follow-up approach is a local initiative that
has great merit.
I have been spending much time talking to Geelong
services that provide assistance to people fleeing
domestic violence. I have also made a submission to the
royal commission, and I will be holding a forum in
Geelong next week with the minister — —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McCurdy) — The
member’s time has expired.
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — I rise to make a
contribution to the debate on the Appropriation
(2015–2016) Bill 2015. For a while I have tried to find
the right words to describe the bill. I thought about
‘underwhelming’; maybe that is right. ‘Reckless’? That
is probably right. It is very much a combination of the
two. The bill shows a blatant disregard for this growing
state — it is growing at the rate of 100 000 people per
year — as is evidenced by the cancellations of some
major projects which are very much needed statewide.
The east–west link comes to mind, and the port of
Hastings comes to mind as well. Looking beyond the
city and into country areas, businesses in country areas
require freight and transport routes, which are quite
key.
If we look at the bigger picture of what has been put
forward, we can see that the state finances have really
been abused. As I mentioned, by cancelling some of the
largest projects not only have we trashed the brand of
Victoria and put the message out internationally,
domestically and interstate that Victoria is closed for
business, we have also trashed Victoria’s finances. In
question time I was alarmed to hear the Treasurer say
that all the things that seem to be a little bit tricky —
whether it be schools or rail — are in contingencies. If
you have a look at budget paper 5, you can see quite an
enormous sum in the contingencies — ‘Decisions made
but not yet allocated’ — and across the forward
estimates they are growing quite substantially to
billions of dollars.
What we do know is that we definitely have a Labor
government in town, and it is evidenced by the spend,
spend, spend philosophy. There is no understanding of
the need to put away money for larger infrastructure
projects to pay for them. I think of the 50 level crossing
removals: I can imagine the day that Labor members
said, ‘Yay! Let’s sell the port of Melbourne. We’re
going to get X amount of dollars for it’. They would
have packed up for the day, gone home and thought,
‘Yeah, we’ve solved all the problems’, but in fact they
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have probably opened Pandora’s box and a can of
worms as they have increased rental rates and scared
off a lot of international business through the way they
have gone about trashing Victoria’s brand.

commitments there and it did not seem relevant. There
are very slim pickings. There is nothing for the
Murrindindi or Mansfield shires. By land, they
constitute a large proportion of my electorate.

The Labor government has embraced higher debt. The
coalition government reduced debt as a percentage of
gross state product. Labor wants to maintain net debt,
not reduce it. With the operating surplus, the coalition
had a minimum target of $100 million; Labor has no
targets. Our minimum target was very conservative, but
Labor has no targets.

If we look in the Putting People First Budget
Information Paper at the map on page 12, which
outlines education, health and emergency services
commitments, we can see clearly that rural Victoria has
been absolutely neglected. As I have said, most of my
electorate is in rural Victoria, but the towns within the
Yarra Ranges and Nillumbik shires fall on the
peri-urban fringe, and they have been fairly neglected
as well.

We know it is a Labor government because
unemployment is forecast to be higher and economic
growth is projected to be slower. It is much happier to
send the state into deficit. At the moment the surpluses
are propped up by the $1.5 billion the federal
government contributed for the east–west link project,
which is in the revenues in the budget papers.
We have an infrastructure spending cut as well, which
is fairly significant, of $6.4 billion over the forward
estimates. But the real giveaway letting us know we
have a Labor government in the state is the anticipated
growth in government expenses, particularly employee
expenses. We know there are no new police or
protective services officers, so we can only imagine that
the big increases in government employee expenses are
for paying off the union mates for the work they did
during the election campaign. We know there is also a
raid on government entities. I think I am fairly safe to
say that probably all but WorkSafe are being raided.
I alert the house to the Rural and Regional Budget
Information Paper. The opening lines on page 4 state:
Victoria’s rural communities and regional cities are essential
to the state’s prosperity and liveability —

yes:
They are home to about one-quarter of Victoria’s population.

Yes, true. It seems the government recognises that rural
and regional Victoria generate about one-quarter of the
state’s economic output. That is fantastic and sounds
great. But we have to remember that a Melbourne
Labor government is all talk. It will say one thing and
do the other, and we know it is what you do that counts.
Regional Victoria is much more than the regional cities
of Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelong.
A quick look at the map on pages 2 and 3 of the
information paper shows there is an enormous gaping
hole in rural Victoria in about one-third of the state. The
member for Gippsland East said in his contribution that
the index covers his electorate, because there are no

The scariest thing we need to look at is the level of
investment in some key rural activities such as
agriculture. If we look at the output summary in
table 2.2 on page 123 of budget paper 3 in relation to
service delivery, we see that across the estimates there
is a net decrease in agriculture of almost $12 million.
Victoria has world-recognised agricultural output. We
lead in so many areas. Our food has an outstanding
reputation for being clean and green and very safe. I
find the lack of investment in agriculture quite sad.
Equally sad is the drop by almost $62 million in trade.
Victoria’s trade has been really bumped by the strength
of the agricultural sector over the last couple of years,
and I find that extremely disappointing. However, I
suppose it is expected because we have a very
Melbourne-centric Labor government.
Of particular disappointment is the commitment to the
fox and wild dog bounties. For the fox bounty there is
money in the budget for one year. Under the coalition
government the $4 million it put in place eradicated
332 000 foxes and, in the wild dog program, over
1500 wild dogs. The wild dog bounty funding is all but
scrapped, which is particularly disappointing. There is
no funding for the wild dog bounty or for aerial baiting.
Wild dogs are a huge problem in northern and eastern
Victoria. They are a problem for farmers and for the
environment, so this is a double whammy. The
government had an opportunity to show that it
understood regional Victoria and the environment.
Wild dogs attack sheep in huge numbers as well as
native fauna. There was a big opportunity here and I am
very disappointed with that, as are the people in my
electorate.
The Rural Financial Counselling Service, which has
been operating for some 25 to 30 years has one year’s
funding in the budget. Life in the bush is tough. People
are subjected to nature — the weather, drought, floods,
fires and things like that — which can force a lot of
people to take loans and force them off the land. When
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we have such great opportunities for agriculture, we
need to do everything we can to help people stay on the
land and continue to farm.
What is also particularly disappointing is the neglect for
roads in the bush. This budget is very much about cuts,
cuts, cuts. The Premier is happy to spend $800 million,
almost $1 billion, to avoid building a road in
Melbourne but at the same time he is unable to find
$160 million to continue the country roads and bridges
program. This has been extraordinarily successful and
well received by the small shires in country Victoria.
Each of them received $1 million each year for four
years over the term of the coalition government to help
councils catch up with and get on top of the real issues
they have faced with maintaining country roads and
bridges. However, instead of assisting councils this
government has imposed a rate cap on them, which
they are absolutely struggling with.
The scrapping of the country roads and bridges
program is only part of it. The government’s own
policy to spend $1 billion on non-metropolitan roads
over the next eight years is actually a cut. It sounds
good — $1 billion on non-metropolitan roads — but
that is $125 million a year, well short of the half a
billion dollars a year that the coalition government
spent. Peter Tuohey, the president of the Victorian
Farmers Federation, summed it up well when he said
the budget is:
… overwhelmingly disappointing for farmers and regional
Victorians.

I look at local commitments. The electorate of Eildon
barely rated a mention with the government. It made
one solitary commitment to Yarra Junction Primary
School, and even then it looks like it has dudded the
school. Labor went to the election, as did the coalition,
offering $2 million to address the issues with the
school — with the portables and with the number of
issues the coalition government worked with the school
on over the last year or so — but in the budget it has
popped in only $416 000 of the $2 million. The school
finds that a little confusing. It has a guaranteed
$416 000, which is not enough to do what needs to be
done and is too much to do just the planning. It is
hoping the next sum will come in the next budget, and
so am I.
The education state? Tell that to Mansfield Secondary
College or Upper Yarra Secondary College or Woori
Yallock Primary School, which all have major building
issues. The coalition had made commitments in this
area, but because it is country Victoria this government
has absolutely neglected it. There are emergency
services projects that need doing. In Mansfield the
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ambulance and State Emergency Service stations need
to be upgraded, possibly co-located. At Healesville the
Country Fire Authority is right smack downtown. It is
landlocked, just behind the main street, and it needs to
be relocated. It has not even had the attention of the
government.
Also disappointing for a government that claims
Victoria to be the education state is its failure to
recognise the roles of kindergartens in the education of
children. It is really important that kindergartens have
the capacity and resources to deliver it. The Labor
government has cut spending in this area considerably,
ripping out $85 million from the children’s facilities
capital program, which is what it used to be called. I am
very disappointed in this because over the last four
years the former state coalition government ramped up
spending on kindergartens, spending in excess of
$135 million. I have no doubt that pulling so much out
of kindergartens will have a detrimental impact.
I will finish where I began by saying that this
government has produced an underwhelming and
reckless budget. It has increased taxes, such as the fire
services levy; we can look at the projections of the
increases there. It has raided our state entities. It has
introduced two public holidays, which mean an
increase in expenses because the public servants, such
as ambulance workers and whomever else is needed to
work at those times, have to be paid. We can say this is
a pretty underwhelming budget, once again showing
that Labor is Melbourne centric and mate centric and
certainly does not understand rural Victoria.
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) — I have good news for the people of Victoria
and even better news for the people of the electorate of
Albert Park: the Appropriation (2015–2016) Bill 2015
is delivering in full on Labor’s commitments not only
in my portfolio responsibility areas but also in my local
community. After four dark, long, miserable, failed
years of coalition government the people of Victoria,
and particularly the people of Albert Park, can rest
assured that a government that places their interests
first, that places the interests of working people,
families, jobs, education, health and wellbeing at the
heart of what government and community do, is back in
this state after the miserable, failed policies of the
coalition.
I will spend some time dealing with the portfolio
responsibilities I am privileged to have. We know this
budget is delivering on 96 per cent of the election
commitments Labor took to the election, and the other
4 per cent of the commitments is scheduled over
subsequent years, which was our commitment anyway.
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That means that, unlike those opposite — who were
gifted the great responsibility of occupying the
government benches by the people of Victoria and then
spent three years messing around, not knowing what to
do, and then in a mad rush in the election year put all
sorts of half-baked proposals out there — the Andrews
Labor government has a plan. It is apparently very
unusual in the context in which politics now operates in
this nation, but we are committed to delivering on our
programs.
In regard to the portfolio responsibilities I have, it is a
great honour to be part of a team that is delivering on its
commitments in the areas of health and human services.
In that regard I am very pleased that the major
commitment the government has made around the
family violence royal commission is not only being
delivered but the preparatory work to meet the, sadly,
growing demand for family violence services,
particularly for women and children fleeing family
violence, is being supported. That is why I was very
pleased to meet with Domestic Violence Victoria early
this year to confirm with it that the $1.4 million we
committed to in support of its important work is
delivered in full. Over and above that, we have worked
with Safe Steps and a range of other frontline service
providers in the domestic and family violence area to
ensure that their important work, which, sadly, grows in
demand, is fully supported.
Equally the $2.5 million package that provides for crisis
support and transport for women and children over the
next 12 months, announced as part of the funded
arrangements in the budget — just for the information
of members — is equivalent to some 15 000 nights
accommodation support for women and children
fleeing family violence. On top of that we were very
pleased that through that package of reforms, delivered
in consultation with my colleagues Ms Mikakos, the
Minister for Families and Children, and the Minister for
the Prevention of Family Violence there is funding for a
further 15 family violence access workers.
As well as that, in the broader areas of housing and
community and social housing, despite the fact that the
federal government had to be dragged kicking and
screaming to, at least in part — and far from fully —
honour its commitments under the National Partnership
Agreement on Homelessness, I was pleased to see that
the Andrews Labor government made a commitment of
$40 million for innovation action projects for support
for programs right across the state and right across the
most vulnerable communities, be they Koori
communities, rough sleepers, young people or women
ageing in the community, who are particularly at risk of
homelessness, along with a range of other high-risk
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homeless groups, which are being supported by the
innovation action programs.
There are a range of commitments around funding
capital and program support for people in rooming
houses. I was very pleased to see that the wraparound
services, led by the Brotherhood of St Laurence,
partnered with other organisations, and the five work
and learning centres spread across the state targeting
public housing communities most at risk from
intergenerational deprivation through a lack of access to
training and jobs, were delivered. Equally there is
$180 million in new capital, whether it be for
renovations or new social community housing projects.
Overall, there is a 5.5 per cent increase in the housing
budget — not according to the Andrews Labor
government but according to the Productivity
Commission figures released earlier this year. The
preceding four years saw some $430 million ripped out
of the social community housing system in this state.
There is still, sadly, a long way to go to make good the
damage of the former government in this area.
With regard to the disability aspect of my portfolio, it is
particularly important to note that as we prepare for the
transition to the national disability insurance scheme
(NDIS) to commence its statewide rollout on a phased
basis from the middle of 2016, the Andrews Labor
government is funding a further 830 additional
individual support packages, which is an important step
in that process.
The NDIS promises to be a generational opportunity to
reframe how we as a nation, let alone as a state and a
series of communities, deal with people who we have
effectively cut off from the wider community, together
with their carers and families. The opportunity to not
just do the right thing by people with disabilities but to
get this generational transformative project right is not
without its many challenges. I look forward to the
federal government and indeed the other states
continuing the good faith discussions that have been
entered into, which will allow the Council of Australian
Governments, at its next scheduled meeting in August,
to sign off on the national bilateral agreement — in this
case, between Victoria and the commonwealth — about
how that will roll out.
Even allowing for that, there will still be substantial
challenges for the national disability insurance scheme.
It would be my hope that the commonwealth
government will ensure that the design of the market
that disability services will operate in will be one that is
properly funded and has a sensible floor rather than the
unrealistic floor for funding that the commonwealth
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has, that the commonwealth government will release
capital as promised for housing and that the market will
have a suitable regulatory and industrial human
resource component to it so as to ensure that the
promise of the NDIS is achieved.
In that regard, it is particularly important that home and
community care be delivered as part of the uniquely
Victorian aspects of this system. For instance, I
welcome the recent decision of the Greater Bendigo
City Council to continue to support the arrangements in
place with the Labor government to honour the 2013
agreement. I think that sends the right message, a
positive message, to other areas of local government,
particularly in the regions, which might be considering
their role in the rollout of the NDIS.
With regard to the mental health portfolio, Labor was
particularly pleased to deliver in full on its
commitments to repair some of the damage done by the
botched rollout of the mental health and drug and
alcohol programs of the former government. Never let
it be said that the former member for Doncaster was on
top of her game here, which is clearly why the member
for Kew is in his place now. That is because the mental
health recommissioning and the drug and alcohol
recommissioning in the community sector were
appallingly mishandled processes. It is now up to this
government to seek to stabilise those sectors as we go
about our business whilst delivering on our
commitments to St Mary’s House of Welcome, Jesuit
Social Services and the Prahran Mission in particular to
fill some gaps for some of the most vulnerable
communities.
Whether it is the delivery of the Ice Action Plan and the
$45 million worth of programs and capital, whether it
be the $17 million to expand drug treatment services,
whether it be the important work in needle and syringe
programs, whether it be the support for families and
communities dealing with the scourge of ice, or
whether it be the training and protection for workers in
the area who are on the front line and at risk, there are a
whole range of programs associated with the drug and
alcohol portfolio that this government is proud to be
delivering on, as it said it would.
With regard to the equality portfolio, I am particularly
pleased to be the first Minister for Equality with a focus
on the LGBTI communities in the state. This is a
consequence of my identifying whilst in opposition that
the missing plank of the Victorian equality framework
was bringing LGBTI Victorians into the mainstream of
institutional support and having governments — I will
concede of years gone by and more recent times —
instead of being hostile to such communities, being
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active partners in building equality for them. Whether it
be the establishment of the portfolio itself, whether it be
$8 million for the Safe Schools Coalition, whether it be
the $6 million in the mental health and wellbeing
portfolio to develop a whole range of programs, or
whether indeed it be the $4.4 million to continue the
work with young people with eating disorders, there is
a combination of health and wellbeing support
programs that this government is very pleased to be
delivering on.
With regard to the creative industries portfolio, this is a
record program in which the Victorian Labor
government is bringing together a new vision of how
creative industries will work. Rather than relying on,
for want of a better phrase, the patronage model of how
arts and cultural sectors have worked, and while the
culture industries and cultural participation are
important to defining ourselves as a people and as a
state, we need to look at the value they bring to all
corners of Victoria. That is why we have introduced
arrangements such as the $20 million regional arts
package, which institutionalises over the next four years
a range of supports for not just programs but sites —
whether it be regional galleries or regional arts
centres — to make sure that all Victoria shares in our
vision of the role culture plays not just in who we are
but also in what our economic futures might be.
The government has provided $18 million towards
Museum Victoria exhibitions. It has also made a
$55.4 million contribution to an $83 million program at
the State Library of Victoria, which is one of our oldest
cultural institutions. The library should not function just
as an important building, but it is important in the
digital era that it has the ability to outreach across all
Victoria and link into all of our important libraries.
There is also the $26.5 million that the government has
contributed to our important independent arts sector,
which is an ecology system that will bring forward our
next serious proponents in this area.
In that regard I was very disappointed to see in the
federal budget that the federal Minister for the Arts
decided to take away $104.9 million from the arts
sector and indeed essentially from 31 Victorian cultural
organisations right across our state, which was money
that they were relying on, let alone individual artists
and communities who had already submitted their June
2015 applications only to be told that that funding
round would be ended. I take this opportunity to call
upon the federal government and the federal minister to
reinstate that money, to take away from his own desire
to have some sort of commissar role on excellence and
to return this funding to the community, where it is
needed.
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I was also pleased to see that Labor fully delivered on
its $12.2 million funding commitment for the program
side of the Music Works package around contemporary
programs, again right across the state. As soon as the
planning work is done, there is further funding of
$10 million of capital scheduled for a music hub and
the Australian Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. In regard to
design and screen activities, which are very much at the
heart of our future cultural sector, there is funding of
$6.4 million over the next 12 months. To deliver on that
promise was particularly important.
In a happy coming together of both my portfolio
responsibilities and my activity as the local member for
Albert Park, I was particularly pleased to see a
commitment of $13.4 million to save the iconic Palais
Theatre in St Kilda from falling into the sea after being
ignored by the former government. That funding was
delivered in full and in partnership with the City of Port
Phillip and the soon to be finalised, we are assured,
manager of the project, who is a long-term operator of
the facility. Labor will ensure that the $27 million
redevelopment of this iconic part of not just our cultural
landscape but our community landscape is restored in
full and that we will deliver in full on all of our
programs to make Victoria a better, fairer and more
creative state.
Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) — It is a pleasure to
rise and make a contribution to the debate on the
Appropriation (2015–2016) Bill 2015. I will probably
put a slightly different twist on the budget to the one
provided by the Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing.
Let me start by saying that, on the whole, country
people are a resilient bunch, but unfortunately regional
communities right across the state are lamenting what
has been a quite horrific budget for the regions in
Victoria. To start with, we have seen just 2.9 per cent of
the new government’s infrastructure spend being spent
in the regions, and this figure includes Geelong and the
Waurn Ponds development, which I hardly consider to
be rural, but in anyone’s language 2.9 per cent is a very
small spend.
The state’s agricultural output budget has been cut by
12 per cent, the regional development output budget has
been cut by 24 per cent and the road asset management
budget has been cut by 10 per cent. Those cuts are there
in black and white for all to read in the budget papers,
and they are cuts to areas that are critically important to
rural and regional Victoria. As I said, the budget papers
show that there are massive reductions in each of those
three areas.
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Councils in rural areas right across the length and
breadth of the state are lamenting the abolition of the
country roads and bridges program. That program
improved many roads and bridges in all shires in the
state but particularly in Wellington and East Gippsland
shires in my electorate, which were very reliant on that
funding. That program provided $1 million a year every
year to those councils for projects out and around
remote communities like Glenmaggie and Benambra,
where the money enabled work to be done, and
councils may not have been able to achieve these works
without that support. The former coalition government
also had the Local Government Infrastructure Fund,
which provided money directly to councils for a host of
projects; that fund is also gone.
These cuts in relation to council funding support come
at a time when the new government intends to cap rates.
My take on this — and I certainly heard it when I was
Minister for Local Government, is that rate capping
should not even be considered unless we are funding
councils to compensate for the rate capping. We should
not be enforcing funding cuts on councils through the
country roads and bridges program and the Local
Government Infrastructure Fund and then be capping
rates; that is simply not fair. In my travels around the
state, even subsequent to the election with my new
shadow portfolio responsibilities, I have heard a
number of councils express grave concerns about this
move, even at one forum in the Parliament this week.
Of critical importance to my electorate, and to my
colleagues in the electorates of Ovens Valley and
Benambra, is the scrapping of the wild dog bounty and
cuts to aerial baiting. Wild dogs cause massive
problems in our rural communities. I do not blame
metropolitan MPs of any persuasion for perhaps not
really understanding this issue and what it does to
people who live on the land, but I have had farmers in
my electorate office in tears because that morning they
had sheep walking around in their paddocks with their
intestines dragging along the ground. It is just horrific
and a great cause of depression amongst people in our
rural communities, and it is a problem that is getting
worse. The removal of the wild dog bounty, which
proved very effective, with over 1500 dogs being shot
as a result, and the cuts to aerial baiting have left a lot
of farmers in our rural and regional areas very unhappy.
To cap things off, funding for the Regional Victoria
Living Expo, which showcased our regions in
Melbourne, is not being provided in the budget. I
understand that the government has said that it is
reviewing this rural and regional expo. However, that
does not give a lot of heart to those rural communities
knowing that the funding is not even in the budget
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papers, even if a review is being done. The expo’s
abolition will hurt tourism and economic development
in rural and regional Victoria.
The coalition also committed $178 million for V/Line
upgrades. A large amount of this was committed to the
Gippsland line for things like additional services on
weekends into my electorate at Bairnsdale for line
duplications and general upgrades. Now there is no
funding committed to upgrading the Gippsland line. I
have heard the Minister for Public Transport speaking
about various matters in relation to improvements
around other areas of the state, but I have not heard
mention of the Gippsland line cross her lips. The
budget papers also reveal funding for 21 new carriages.
That funding has been trumpeted as being spent on the
Geelong line, which is again not good news for
Gippsland.
The budget has an $8.8 million cut to funding for
Landcare facilitators, and there are no new police for
rural areas. All rural home owners, businesses and
farmers are facing large increases to their fire services
levy (FSL) as a direct result of the budget. There is a
huge 7.2 per cent increase in the FSL, which I find very
difficult to justify given that CPI over the last
12 months has been 1.8 per cent. This has come from a
government which, as we know, promised before the
election that there would be no increases in taxes and
charges. Now we have a 7.2 per cent increase when
inflation is at 1.8 per cent. One must wonder if this is
perhaps to satisfy those union members who were
handing out how-to-vote cards on polling day.
Is it any wonder that there has been a massive backlash
from rural and regional Victoria right across the state?
This is a government that has given no love to the
regions in its first budget. Perhaps that is hardly
surprising given that in many seats candidates were
endorsed at the death knock by Labor and rarely visited
the electorates in which they were standing. In fact in
Gippsland South, the neighbouring electorate to mine,
the Labor candidate never visited that electorate once in
the lead-up to the election.
In my electorate of Gippsland East the candidate turned
up in the last week of the campaign for a couple of
hours, so is it any wonder we had community groups
wanting to meet with the candidates from the Labor
Party to discuss their wants, their needs and their local
issues? We had a candidate who did not turn up at all,
and one who turned up for a couple of hours, giving no
opportunity for local community groups to advocate for
their causes.
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There was a bit of good news in the budget, and I pay
credit to the government for that. I refer to the
$2.5 million from the Minister for Environment,
Climate Change and Water for the Gippsland Lakes
Environmental Fund for 12 months of operation. The
coalition’s commitment was for four years of funding,
but we will take the 12 months funding and be thankful
for that extension. However, it does create a lot of
uncertainty with such a short time frame. I certainly
hope we get news of the extension well before next
year’s budget.
Unfortunately the budget provides no funds for the
Bairnsdale Secondary College, which remains half
built. The coalition committed $12.5 million to
complete the school after funding the first $10 million
in its term. The government has said that funding
promised by the coalition will not be provided, which
unfortunately translates to a lot of schools in rural and
regional Victoria not being funded. The funds to
continue the Macalister irrigation district upgrade were
not in the budget, and we cannot even get the minister
to come and visit the electorate. There was no money
for the Maffra hospital master plan, the Swifts Creek
netball courts, the East Gippsland Australian Adventure
Festival, the synthetic hockey pitch for East Gippsland
or the Apex Park upgrade in Lakes Entrance. All of
these projects were committed to by the coalition, but
we could not even get access to a Labor candidate to
seek bipartisan support.
To put things into perspective we should compare this
situation to the rural funding streams and projects that
flowed into the region in the previous term of
government. These funding streams delivered over
$1 million for the Bairnsdale all-abilities playground,
over $3 million for the Bairnsdale Library upgrade,
funding for the Bairnsdale Mall upgrade and over
$20 million to deliver natural gas to Orbost and Lakes
Entrance. These grant streams are no longer there. The
grant streams that delivered upgrades to the Maffra,
Heyfield, Bairnsdale, Omeo, Lucknow, Lindenow and
Orbost football and netball clubs are not in the budget.
We heard from the sports minister today that there will
be $2 million for the country football and netball fund,
even though it is not in the budget. Even if that is true,
it is one-quarter of what was on the table beforehand.
Our government had two new schools built in
Bairnsdale — stage 1 of Bairnsdale Secondary College
and a new school at Toorloo Arm. We had the
Macalister irrigation district that attracted $16 million
in funding for upgrades, with a further $10 million
promised to follow. There were more funds going into
controlling wild dogs; that funding is now gone. We
had many millions spent on the Gippsland rail line and
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commitments for more, but now we have nothing. It is
a stark comparison, I can assure the house.
There was also a large amount of roadworks completed
and underway, but now with a funding cut in that area it
is tragic that there remains so much more to be done to
our rural and regional roads.
Forget the big projects; even the grant streams that
delivered a host of small projects are gone. These
include projects like the Boisdale stables upgrade of
$42 000, which was something the community was
crying out for for a long time; $150 000 for Heyfield
Apex Park; the Coongulla Recreation Reserve upgrade
of $80 000; $75 000 for the Heyfield tennis courts
upgrade; the Lakes Entrance Croquet Club upgrade of
$100 000; and the Orbost pool solar heating project
funding of $100 000. All of these little projects are so
important to small rural and regional communities. The
funding streams for them are gone. We hope that they
will be rebadged or that there will be alternatives
announced. We are six months in and we have nothing
yet. We have doughnuts in relation to what we can
apply for to get these projects off the ground.
The grants that delivered many millions for
kindergarten upgrades in Paynesville, Orbost, Stratford,
Maffra, Swan Reach, Swifts Creek and Bairnsdale —
and also a whole host of other kindergartens right
across rural and regional Victoria — are not in the
budget. We have not finished that work yet. I heard
some commentary earlier in the week from the member
for Broadmeadows saying that the budget has been
extremely well received. I suggest that he and others
who are of this view may like to get the lights of
Melbourne in their rear-view mirrors as they are
heading out of town, and they will find a very different
opinion of this state budget when they hit rural and
regional Victoria.
Before I conclude I want to touch on some issues in my
shadow portfolios. I appreciate that I am following the
Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing, who quite
rightly pointed out that there are some good news
stories in these portfolios. But there are also a couple of
areas of concern. There is a reduction in the number of
social housing dwellings and a budgeted reduction in
respite care for our aged and disabled, which is very
concerning for the families who have the additional
challenges of having people with special needs and
those who require additional care in their lives. We
have got councils facing funding cuts and having rate
capping forced upon them while having to try to
maintain home and community care services. Councils
are saying that with these financial pressures they may
not be able to maintain their home and community care
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services. That is obviously of grave concern to those
people who are recipients of those services right across
the state, but particularly in rural and regional areas.
There are also cuts to the community ice funding for
rural and regional Victorians. I noticed commentary in
the Geelong Advertiser today, which was very critical.
Committee groups and organisations could previously
apply for grants of up to $100 000 to undertake
extensive community programs, whether they be in the
area of prevention, education or treatment, or a broad
host of the whole three, which might have been
applicable in some areas. The $100 000 that was
available to those community groups has now been
capped at $10 000 — one-tenth of what it originally
was.
For all the reasons previously outlined, this has not
been a good budget at all for rural and regional
Victoria. It is not a good budget at all. We did not see a
Labor candidate in the lead-up to the election in a lot of
these places, and we have got nothing. In fact in one of
the budget papers the index over country initiatives sits
over my entire electorate of 27 000 square kilometres. I
have copped the index because there is simply nothing
there to point to my electorate.
As I said at the start of my speech, the people of rural
and regional Victorian are a resilient bunch, and every
MP in this place would know that when the regions are
doing well all of Victoria is doing well, so I plead with
this government to reconsider some of its decisions and
show some interest in and some love to the rural and
regional Victorians.
Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) — It is a great pleasure
to rise and join the debate on the budget. This is a great
Labor budget. It is a budget that delivers for Victorian
families in health, education, jobs and TAFE funding.
All of the things that the Victorian Labor Party took to
the last election and all of the things that the Victorian
people voted for get underway and are delivered in this
budget. This is a great budget. I listened carefully to
those opposite and their whingeing during the debate
this week and during the debate last sitting week. I can
only wonder that if things are so bad, why they did not
act on those things over the past four years. As previous
speakers have said, these guys opposite had four long
years to act on these issues, but we saw them take no
action. What we saw were cuts, cuts and more cuts to
the services and facilities that Victorians deserve. This
is also a budget that provides a contrast. It provides a
contrast between those on this side the house who seek
to manage the state’s economy in a strong and
responsible fashion and those on the other side — the
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Liberals and The Nationals — who we know cannot
manage money.
This budget delivers a surplus of $1.2 billion, rising to
$1.8 billion by 2018–19. The economy is forecast to
grow by 2.5 per cent over the budget period of
2015–16. Victoria’s AAA credit rating is maintained.
Those opposite like to talk about state net debt. They
have an aversion to debt, whereas we on this side of the
house have said that there needs to be a mature debate
around debt financing of intergenerational
infrastructure. It is important to note that this budget,
the Labor budget, reduces the debt left by the Liberals
and The Nationals from 5.8 per cent of gross state
product in June 2015 to just 4.4 per cent in June
2019–20.
We have a set of financial parameters that clearly
demonstrate that the Labor Party can manage the
economy much better than those opposite. We
understand that a strong economy into the future
involves long-term investment in jobs, education and
things like the Back to Work scheme, which provides
$100 million to get long-term unemployed people,
young unemployed people and retrenched workers back
to work. It is a scheme that Victorians support. The
$508 million Premier’s Jobs and Investment Panel has
been set up specifically to target areas based on the
advice of business leaders and experts in the field. It
will direct government investment to areas where we
can maximise job growth for Victorian workers.
The Future Industries Fund provides $200 million to
support industries that have been identified as potential
growth industries. These are areas in which we want
Victorians to be working. They are high-skill,
high-wage, new-economy areas. Medical technology
and pharmaceuticals, new energy technology, food and
fibre, transport, defence, construction technology,
international education and professional services are
key areas for Victoria’s future. Only the Labor
government and only this Labor budget deliver in these
critical areas.
As I said, we also understand the importance of
investing in education. We know that in Victoria we
need to invest in our young people. We need to invest
in our future. Unlike those opposite, who made cuts to
the education budget year after year and left our schools
reeling, this budget delivers significant improvements
in funding for our schools. I want to pick up on a point
made in debate earlier today around the Better Schools
reform, otherwise known as Gonski funding. The
former Minister for Education was in here talking about
the Gonski agreement that he signed and the funding
that he said was being delivered under that agreement
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by the Victorian government. That is a Liberal lie.
There was no Gonski deal signed by the previous
government. It signed a heads of agreement but never
completed the agreement. If members look at the
Senate report on this matter, they will see a very clear
indication that the federal government sees Victoria as a
non-participating state in the Better Schools reform
area. Victoria missed the boat on Gonski funding.
Victorian kids are paying the price now, and they will
pay the price into the future.
Thankfully we now have a Labor government that has
identified the funding shortfall over the next couple of
years: $805 million was set to be ripped out of schools
compared to the funding that should have been
allocated under Gonski in 2016 and 2017. As we heard
earlier today, a Labor government is going to ensure
that that funding is delivered to Victorian schools. We
on this side of the house are immensely proud of that.
We understand how badly schools need that funding.
Funding is particularly needed for kids who require
extra support, including those from disadvantaged
families.
Along with other members opposite, the member for
Ripon, who is here at the moment, today talked about
disadvantage in her electorate. She is right; there are
disadvantaged communities in her electorate. I visited
them in the last Parliament. There are families in her
electorate that really need support. The previous
government took away the education maintenance
allowance (EMA) — the very funding that was targeted
at those disadvantaged, at-risk families. I must admit
that the member for Ripon was not a member of
Parliament at that time, but those on her side of politics
cut that funding from schools. It was unbelievable. It
was almost as if they were targeting the most
vulnerable and those who were least able to absorb that
cut. It was a shameful cut and one that will remain a
stain on the Liberals and The Nationals for a long time
to come.
By contrast the Labor government, through the Minister
for Education, has invested $148.3 million into
initiatives like the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund,
breakfast programs and eyewear programs for kids. We
are putting that money back into education so that
disadvantaged kids — kids whose parents cannot afford
some of the basics at school — get support. Through
that funding we are able to guarantee that schools will
get the Gonski funding over the next two years. This is
in the face of significant cuts from the federal
government. At a time when the federal government is
cutting nearly $20 billion from Victoria’s health and
education budget the Victorian government has been
able to provide a guarantee around the Gonski funding
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in the years going forward. That is a great outcome, and
it shows that when it comes to education it is the Labor
Party that does the heavy lifting, not just in programs
but in education capital.
A $730 million package in education capital is now
underway. This is in stark contrast to what was
provided by those opposite. Over the last four years
they reduced capital spending in education to half of
what it was under the Bracks and Brumby
governments. They ripped money out of school
buildings. The result was a blowing out — a
ballooning — of maintenance backlogs and schools
falling down. Victorians know that only Labor will
invest in school capital. We will rebuild schools,
refurbish schools and build new schools in the
communities that need them.
Greensborough College is in my electorate, and it is
literally falling down. It was mentioned in the
Treasurer’s budget speech. We have allocated planning
money to this school this year, and I am confident that
in coming years, when the planning work is done, we
will deliver that project.
Mr Burgess interjected.
Mr BROOKS — I inform the member for Hastings
that at the next election people can judge us on our
performance in delivering the $10 million we have
committed to that school. I know people judged the
Liberal Party on the funding it delivered in its four-year
term, which was zero. The Liberal Party ignored
Greensborough College, whose school community
know it is only Labor that will deliver for them.
If there is an area of greater shame for those opposite
than the EMA cuts, it has to be TAFE, which became
an absolute basket case under the Liberals.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BROOKS — Those opposite ask how we are
going with TAFE at the moment, almost as if they revel
in the fact we are now working hard to undo the
damage they did, the wreckers and spoilers that they
are. Let us look at the Victorian Training Market
Report 2014. You only have to go to the executive
summary — there is plenty of information — to see a
horror story for TAFE students and young people. The
first point is:
Fewer students were in government-subsidised training in
2014 compared to 2013.

In 2014 the number of students was 8 per cent lower
than in 2013. It continues:
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Completion rates have been steadily declining.
…
There are declining numbers of young people in
government-subsidised training.
…
Declines in training participation have occurred across the
state.

I will come to that point. This issue has hit kids in rural
areas just as hard as it has those in metropolitan areas.
There have been drops across the Barwon south-west,
Grampians, Loddon Mallee, Hume, Gippsland, eastern
metro, western metro, southern metro and northern
metro regions. These are all areas where TAFE was
bleeding students because the Liberals and Nationals in
government put a knife to TAFE and cut funding at an
unsustainable rate. If those opposite from rural and
regional areas want to lecture us about understanding
their communities, then they should in the very first
instance apologise for the savage cuts to TAFE they
inflicted on their own communities.
As well as understanding the importance of education,
the Andrews Labor government understands the
importance of looking after the most vulnerable, of
looking after sick people and of investing in our health
system. Unlike those opposite, we remember the
ambulance crisis of last year. It seems like a long time
ago, but it was not. People had no confidence in the
ambulance system. They were not sure that an
ambulance would turn up in time if they rang for one.
This government is treating ambulance paramedics
with respect and is working with them to fix the system
and get ambulance response times down. I pay tribute
to the work of the Minister for Health and the
Parliamentary Secretary for Health, the member for
Macedon, who are doing fine work with the sector to
bring response times down. They are being helped with
$99 million in the budget to address the ambulance
crisis.
This budget invests $200 million to bolster hospital
capacity, reflecting the suggestion of the work of
Dr Doug Travis, a former president of the Australian
Medical Association. There is $25 million in the budget
for a health alliance to enhance the diagnosis and
treatment of genetic diseases. There are also a range of
capital works around the state to improve the capacity
of the hospital system. This is in stark contrast to the
cuts to health from those opposite.
However, the investment we are making in health is in
danger of being swamped by the cuts made by the
Abbott federal government. The cuts to Victoria’s
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public health system made by the federal government
total $17.7 billion over the 10 years from 2015–16 to
2025–26; a massive $17.7 billion is being ripped out of
Victoria’s public hospital system. If those opposite
think we will quietly let the federal government rip that
funding out of the public health system, they should
think again.
Those cuts are on top of the $181 million that has been
cut by the federal government from dental programs in
Victoria over the next three years, on top of cuts to
Indigenous teenage sexual health services and on top of
the indefinite freeze on the indexation of the Medicare
benefits schedule, which is effectively a GP
co-payment by stealth. There have been broken
promises on medical research and cuts to healthy kids
checks, which again are cuts targeting vulnerable,
at-risk kids. This is an ideology shared at the state and
federal levels that disregards disadvantage and involves
not caring about the most vulnerable Victorians. This is
also a side of politics that does not care about its own
communities.
Take Eastern Health, for example, which runs Box Hill,
Maroondah and Angliss hospitals, which are in areas
represented by Liberal members of Parliament. Over
the 10-year period I have mentioned the Abbott
government intends to cut $1.327 billion from Eastern
Health. That equates to 216 390 elective surgeries.
People in the eastern suburbs of Melbourne may well
ask why they would support a federal government that
would do that to their local community, and that is a
question I am sure we will be asking the people of the
eastern suburbs over the coming months.
By contrast, this budget delivers funding for nursing
homes, which I am proud to see. The Merv Irvine
Nursing Home in my electorate, which was being sold
off by those opposite when they were in government, is
now secure under a Labor government for those
families who rely on it. This is a great budget for
Victoria, investing in jobs, health and education, and I
commend it to the house.
Ms STALEY (Ripon) — It is with disappointment
that I rise to speak on this truly awful budget for the
Ripon electorate. Given that Ripon is the one seat won
by the Liberal Party off Labor and is currently on a
smallish margin, which I work every day to improve,
you would have thought the government would have
paid particular attention to the seat and the people of
Ripon. Instead what do we see? In the Rural and
Regional Budget Information Paper — the one with the
map that forgets Shepparton and puts the index over
Gippsland East — there are a few projects for Ripon,
but many more are cut. All the funding is welcome, but
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where are the missing millions? I will talk about three
funded projects: the continuation of Go Goldfields in
Maryborough, the start of the upgrade of Beaufort
Secondary College and the state contribution to the
joint federal-state Stawell underground physics
laboratory.
I have talked about Go Goldfields in this place before,
and I am sure members will hear me talk about it again.
It is an innovative program that was started by the
Liberal-Nationals government, and we now see a
continuation of the funding, which we committed to in
government. It is welcome that Labor has funded this
program. Go Goldfields works with the most
disadvantaged and marginalised members of the
Maryborough community and the Central Goldfields
shire to improve outcomes, particularly for very young
children. We are seeing great outcomes already. Prior
to the program starting over two-thirds of prep students
needed speech therapy; as a result of the program those
numbers are now normalised with the rest of the state.
It is a great outcome. This is a fabulous program, and I
am pleased there is funding for it.
The Liberal-Nationals government committed
$6 million to Beaufort Secondary College, and I am
pleased that Labor is fulfilling its commitment of
$5 million. I would have liked the $6 million, but I
understand we cannot all get what we want. This
project is ready to go, but there is only $810 000 in the
budget, with the remaining $4.19 million in
contingencies. It is on the never-never. The people of
Beaufort have quite rightly set about a plan to upgrade
their school, of which this is the first segment. The total
project is a $15 million upgrade, which I will continue
to advocate and push for. The $5 million is a welcome
start, but I remain concerned that most of it is in the out
years.
The final project I will talk about is the Stawell physics
lab. This involves matched federal funding. It is an
exciting project I have been involved with and
supported for well over 12 months. It has the potential
to bring a world-class facility to Stawell, to bring new
people to Stawell and to create science tourism, as
people will be able to see what the scientists are doing
in the underground particle physics lab. I welcome that
funding as well.
There is a another project mentioned in the media
release but not in the budget papers: the reopening of
the Ararat outdoor pool. This project is very close to
my heart. When I started advocating for this project in
April last year I was told that state governments do not
fund pools and that I had no hope of getting it up, but I
knew the community wanted this pool. Ararat has
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continued to fundraise and push for this pool, and it is
right behind me in demanding this pool. I ran petitions,
I doorknocked, I letterboxed and I got the commitment
for the pool. Former Premier Napthine came to Ararat
to announce the commitment. Sometime later the then
opposition leader came to Ararat to campaign on other
issues. The head of the pool committee — an ambo, by
the way — buttonholed him, looking for a matching
promise, but no commitment was given then. The
picture was run in the paper and the community knew
who was helping them and who was dragging the
chain, so I know the community is thrilled to know that
I have delivered what I said I would: I promised that the
pool would reopen. I promised my commitment would
cause others to follow, and just last week the first
images of the in-kind and other works have been
published. Now I just need to get my swimsuit ready
for summer.
There are still things missing from the Ripon electorate.
Where is the recognition of the needs of country
people? The list of cut programs and funds of great
importance to my community is much longer than the
list of new funding commitments to deliver the projects
for which I have advocated and continue to advocate. I
will start with the country roads and bridges program
and the $28 million cut to local roads and bridges in
Ripon. The seven local governments in Ripon that
receive this funding are continually raising this issue
with me. They have no way of completing their projects
without this funding. When you look at the budget
papers, you see there is nothing there. The $28 million
they need to upgrade their local roads and bridges has
been cut out of Ripon. It is clearly known by my
communities that this is a Labor cut in Ripon.
Looking at other transport projects, I note that the
Murray rail standardisation project has $30 million
allocated in the budget for the continuation of the work
we had already started, but the remaining $174 million
is on the never-never in the contingencies fund. This
money comes from the sale of the Rural Finance
Corporation; there is no reason to put it so far into the
forward estimates. We should be getting on with this
project now. Acting Speaker, I know that you hold this
project close to your heart as the member for Mildura.
This is a project we need action on. Standardising
freight rail is vital to the economies of our
communities. The sooner Labor gets on with it, the
better.
Still in the transport portfolio, I note there is no move to
increase passenger train services from Ararat and
Maryborough into Ballarat and through to Melbourne.
These are valued services. Patronage is growing on the
Ararat line, and there is no question that we need
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additional services. That is why the coalition
government committed to putting them there. Labor has
not taken up that idea. Labor is prepared to let country
people have inferior rail services. We need to continue
to upgrade these rail services, and I will continue to
advocate for them. In fact this week I am in the
Maryborough Advertiser with the Rail Revival Alliance
talking about this very topic.
Moving to health, and I note that the Parliamentary
Secretary for Health is in the chamber. I think she got a
bit of a surprise when she visited Wedderburn — I did
warn her that she had better turn up with a cheque, but
she did not. Perhaps she did not get the response she
thought she would get. I understand that there were
over 100 people there to hear what the Parliamentary
Secretary for Health had to say and to hear whether she
would deliver on the much wanted, much agitated for
and much needed ambulance service for Wedderburn.
Labor has talked about this a lot over a long period of
time but has never made a commitment to it — and it
still has not made a commitment. The people of
Wedderburn are waiting.
Also in the health portfolio is the cut to the Rural
Capital Support Fund. This is a fund of particular
interest to electorates like mine in which we have a
number of small rural health services relying on that
money. The fund has $56 million in the budget year,
and then nothing. It has all zeroes; it is a cut. The Rural
Capital Support Fund provides for small upgrades and
minor rebuilds or the purchasing of new equipment that
the health services are unable to fund themselves. I
have three health services in my electorate — in
Stawell, Ararat and Maryborough — that are all funded
on the weighted inlier equivalent separation, which is
great, but there is just not enough funding for them to
pay for those extra things that they need to deliver
high-quality health services for country people. The
Rural Capital Support Fund bought those things.
Similarly I note that there is no funding in the budget
for the Ararat community health centre, for which I
advocated and secured a commitment. The Ararat
community has in a number of ways been at the
forefront of tackling its health problems. When The
Biggest Loser came to town the community took a view
that it was going to embrace the process. It said that it
was not going to be that community anymore and that it
was going to work on preventive health. The town has
done that.
Getting the Ararat community health centre up is
hugely supported by the community. Last week the
shadow Minister for Health and the shadow
parliamentary secretary for health were in Ararat, and
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we visited East Grampians Health Service. The mayor
of Ararat, the board chair of the health service and its
chief executive were all very comfortable telling me
how much they want the project funded, but there is no
money in the budget for it.
There are many more projects on my list, but I will
mention only two. Parts of Ripon remain extremely dry.
Around the north-east of my electorate it has not rained
properly for some time, and the farmers of Wedderburn
are carting water to their stock; they have been carting
water for over 12 months. We need a pipeline into
Wedderburn. We need some funding — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms STALEY — I think we just need to get moving
on helping the communities in Ripon that are really
struggling from the effects of low rainfall. These
communities are resilient. The farmers there are
working extremely hard to stay viable and profitable.
Just on that I note that the government has cut the Rural
Financial Counselling Service, which has been going
for 30 years. People in my community need this
service, and the government has cut it.
There are far more things being taken away from the
people of Ripon than are being given to them. The
people of Ripon understand that this is not a budget for
them or for country Victorians; they know it is not for
them. Other country members have highlighted a very
long list of programs that have been cut and that are
affecting all of our communities. Because the list is so
long I have chosen just a few of the things that have
been taken away from country communities. Not
everybody lives in Melbourne, and not everybody is in
a Labor seat or a targeted Labor seat in Melbourne.
This budget fails country Victoria. It fails the fairness
test in relation to Ripon and country Victoria, and
fairness is important. We in the country deserve to be
treated fairly. Country Victorians deserve their fair
share, and yet this Labor budget completely ignores that
concept. But I am disappointed — —
Ms Kealy interjected.
Ms STALEY — I thank the member for Lowan. It
has abandoned us.
In conclusion, I am disappointed but not surprised at
how bad this budget is for my constituents.
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — We have heard about failing the fairness
test, so what actually failed the fairness test? Four years
of conservative rule in Victoria is what failed the
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fairness test. We had four years of inaction, four years
of failure to invest in health, education and the services
that Victorians rely on no matter where they live. We
had four years of failure and four years of turning a
blind eye to people in need. We had four years of
letting down our emergency services and four years of
bad policy decision after bad policy decision. So on this
side of the house we will not be lectured about fairness,
failures and the like. We occupy the seats on this side
because we understand the importance of fairness. We
live and breathe the importance of fairness, and that is
why this fine budget delivered by the Treasurer, with
the Premier, is a budget with fairness at its core.
It is with great pleasure therefore that I rise to make a
contribution to the debate on the Appropriation
(2015–2016) Bill 2015. It is first and foremost a proud
Labor budget. It is a result of the values that we hold
dear. It is a commitment to more spending where we
need it most: on the schools, hospitals, services and
transport solutions that Victorians not only need but
have been craving for over the last four years. Those
four years of inaction have caused real damage right
across Victoria, be it in Melbourne, be it in our regional
centres or be it in rural Victoria. People have been
crying out for some fairness right across the state. ‘Give
us some fairness’ they said, and that is why this budget
delivers on a huge percentage of our election
commitments and also secures Victoria’s economic
credentials.
One of the great aspects of debates on these bills is that
we hear individual stories from MPs, including stories
from their electorates and their communities.
Mr Pearson interjected.
Ms GARRETT — I say to the member for
Essendon that people in here are passionate. I enjoyed
hearing the member for Essendon’s many stories about
his different work life, his love for Essendon and his
7 million children! We enjoyed those. He brought a real
sense of not only his professional life but also his
personal and family life. That is woven through this
budget and through his electorate.
I can see that in my electorate of Brunswick. In
opposition one of the core commitments we made, as
we did in many electorates in Victoria, was in
education. We made a commitment to the fine school
that is Brunswick Secondary College — —
Mr Pearson — A great school.
Ms GARRETT — It is a great school. It is a school
with a hugely diverse student population, with
international students and a range of different
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multicultural groups represented. It is a school that has
a commitment to the arts, to science and to making sure
that each child develops their own potential leadership
opportunities, as well as innovative thinking. We were
delighted to make the commitment of $10 million for
the upgrade, expansion and modernisation of this
amazing school. We made that commitment prior to the
election in 2010 because the school needed it. It was
run-down and it needed the facilities and the modern
equipment to reflect the growing nature of its
population. Did we see a cracker? Did we see a brass
razoo out of that mob for four years? Brunswick
Secondary College was not mentioned in the budget
once in four years. Actually I withdraw that, because
there was a waste disposal issue just briefly.
In terms of education for Brunswick there was not a
brass razoo. What a great thing it is as the local member
to stand here and talk about — —

Wednesday, 27 May 2015

how well the member for Mornington did with the
library! We have these six great sporting grounds
across the electorate of Brunswick, in the
Brunswick-Coburg area. These upgrades will make a
huge difference. Thousands of people in Brunswick
enjoy their sporting activities with their kids and the
local Friday nights.
Across our electorates we all recognise the number of
hours people spend looking after their clubs, growing
their clubs, getting their kids involved, meeting their
friends, going to their functions, and they deserve the
best possible facilities. In the inner city it is really hard
because people’s backyards tend to be very small, so
their access to quality sporting grounds, good
community organisations and healthy physical activities
is absolutely critical. I am delighted with this budget for
Brunswick, I am delighted with this budget for Victoria
and I am delighted with this budget in my key portfolio
areas.

Mr Morris interjected.
Ms GARRETT — I stand corrected. Yes, there was
an upgrade to the library and the town hall. I withdraw.
That was a terrific contribution from the member for
Mornington, and I thank him for it. We spent a lovely
day in the town hall. We had music. We had jazz hands,
and we had people singing. Moving on — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms GARRETT — That was with money
committed under the previous government. There was
no $10 million commitment to Brunswick Secondary
College.
The $10 million will deliver food technology, science
and arts learning spaces. It will convert an old gym, and
provide all the things that this school has been crying
out for. This school has been crying out for fairness. I
absolutely pay tribute to the school community and its
principal, Vivienne Tellefson, who has campaigned
tirelessly. She has been at the school for many years,
and she has taken it from strength to strength. As the
member for Brunswick I am delighted to say that the
budget delivers for the school. It will transform the
lives of students in Brunswick.
In recognition of the importance of community sports
for families, for volunteers, for engagement with the
community, we are delivering $100 million for sport —
not all in Brunswick, members will be stunned to know,
but we are working towards it. I am proud that Labor
will deliver on these much-needed upgrades to Gillon
Oval, Raeburn Reserve, Campbell Reserve, Morris
Reserve, Dunstan Reserve and Balfe Park. You have to
love those names, do you not? That is a reflection of

I think it is time now to turn our attention to those key
portfolio areas. Consumer Affairs Victoria plays an
extraordinary role in dealing with problems that
confront vulnerable, disadvantaged Victorians and
everyday Victorians who are getting ripped off or who
do not know their rights. This very week I was talking
about our new attacks on underquoting. Last week we
were giving people information and advice about
entering retirement villages and the potential pitfalls.
These are life decisions for people. They have a huge
impact on their quality of life and their futures, and this
is the great work of consumer affairs in action.
This budget reflects that we are turning our focus away
from the behind the desk activities which characterised
so much of the previous government. We have boots on
the ground. We are turning our attention to inspections
and enforcement right across the community to make
sure that people’s rights are respected and their interests
are protected.
Of course one of the major commitments of this
government, and something the then opposition leader
and now Premier announced last year, is the Royal
Commission into Family Violence. Consumer affairs
has its role to play in this nation-leading analysis and
discussion of family violence. There are significant
millions there: $7.5 million for financial counselling
and $3.3 million for agencies to assist with tenancy and
consumer information. We know how important this is
if there is violence in the home and women and
children need to leave. They need help with their
finances and assistance with finding adequate
accommodation. This is about providing advice on
loans, removing names from bills and accounts — all of
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these things which may seem minor to those of us who
are not in extremis, but if you are fleeing from violence
and you are distressed, they can be not only critical to
restarting a life but of themselves life saving.
There is also $22 million in grants from the Victorian
Property Fund to provide a range of property-related
community purposes, including housing assistance for
low-income or disadvantaged Victorians — again, vital.
I was delighted to announce three new grants. One was
for $2.7 million to Common Equity Housing for
acquisition of affordable housing at Harmony Village
Dandenong — very important, and I thank the local
member for her extraordinary work on behalf of the
community. There was also $1.6 million to the
Victorian Women’s Housing Association for affordable
housing for low-income women in Coburg. This has a
hugely important role to play in dealing with the
devastating impacts of family violence.
Now I come to gaming and liquor regulation, having
had the opportunity to hear the shadow minister for
liquor and gaming regulation, the member for Morwell,
talk about gambling and liquor regulation. We are very
proud of our $150 million commitment to the Victorian
Responsible Gambling Foundation. Of course
$2 million of that had to be allocated because the
conservative government failed to do so. That
$2 million is to make sure that there is information,
awareness and access for what I am sure will be the
thousands of Victorians who take up the opportunity of
voluntary precommitment.
This is a huge program and it is the first in Australia. It
will cover every machine across the state. Whether you
are using a machine at a local RSL or you are at Crown,
you can track your spend, you can give yourself really
powerful alerts and you can stop play, which is very
significant. This will be an important tool in dealing
with problem gambling, and members on both sides of
the house want to make sure that we are doing all we
can with that. It will be a useful tool also for all the
people who choose to use gaming machines in this state
to ensure they are tracking their behaviour and taking
responsibility for their actions.
In regard to emergency services, when you think about
what happened under the previous government, with its
attacks on the working conditions of our firefighters
and our ambulance paramedics, it was really a litany of
disaster and heartache under the coalition government
for four years. It was very distressing for the workers
involved. The Labor government was determined to do
things differently and to appropriately resource those
people who put themselves on the line day in, day out
for our community.
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There will be $33.5 million for the 70 new Country Fire
Authority (CFA) trucks, all of which will be
manufactured in Victoria, $11 million for CFA
stations — and the list goes on. We are rolling out
emergency medical response (EMR), which includes
huge amounts of training and defibrillators. We know
that the previous government sat on the report — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms GARRETT — Absolutely it did. In fact I think
the previous minister said he did not know where it was
or what had happened. The report showed clearly in
black and white just how significant the survival rates
were for people suffering that top level of emergency if
both an ambulance and a fire truck were despatched at
the same time. It has been happening in the
Metropolitan Fire Brigade area for a long time. Rolling
out EMR is absolutely critical for the health and safety
of Victorians in our outer suburbs, our regions and our
rural communities. We are kickstarting the response
with 450 new firefighters, comprising 350 CFA and
100 Metropolitan Fire Brigade officers. It is hugely
significant and the funding is absolutely all there. We
are in the highest bushfire-prone area — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms GARRETT — Members opposite should read
the budget papers. Absolutely it is there. We have
$78 million in new money for our fire services. Those
who understand the critical nature of having — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms GARRETT — I understand why those opposite
are upset that they wasted four years. They had four
years to deliver fairness; they had four years to deliver
the protections that Victorians needed. They chose not
to do that; instead they sat on their hands and fought
amongst themselves. They chose not to focus on
Victorians. The Labor government is focusing on
Victorians. We are delivering a Victorian budget that is
about fairness, is about families and is about protecting,
looking after and enhancing the lives of Victorians, be
they in the inner city, in our regions or in our rural
communities. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms RYALL (Ringwood) — It is a pleasure to
follow the member for Brunswick because in previous
times the member for Brunswick has followed me. I
have to say that the people of Ringwood can probably
thank the member for Brunswick and the Andrews
government for pandering to the green vote and costing
Victorians $640 million in tearing up the east–west link
contract.
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Honourable members interjecting.
Ms RYALL — It cost a lot of money, and
pandering to that green vote meant that that project
would not go ahead. Make no mistake: it was all about
politics and nothing about the best interests of Victoria.
We can thank the member for Brunswick, the member
for Richmond and the member for Northcote for
Victorians being worse off because that $640 million
cannot be used on the things that are important to the
people of Victoria, including the people of Ringwood.
It has taken Labor six months to trash the state’s
economy with this budget, and I would call it a
‘fudget’, not a ‘budget’. Labor is trying to create the
illusion of a surplus, propped up by the goodwill funds
provided by the federal government for the east–west
link, but the state is in structural deficit and it is only
because of the goodwill money for that specific project
that the illusion of a surplus exists. Those opposite
cannot manage money, and they fail to live within their
means.
I turn to the issue of parking facilities at Maroondah
Hospital.
Mr Nardella interjected.
Ms RYALL — I thank the member for Melton; I
enjoy his encouragement. The parking situation at
Maroondah Hospital is now in crisis. People who are in
desperate need of a parking space because they either
have a loved one in emergency or elsewhere in the
hospital or they themselves need to be in hospital are
unable to find a parking space.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms RYALL — On a serious note, I say to the
member for Melton and the member for Mordialloc:
when members of the coalition government were
visiting the hospital to announce the $1.2 million
commitment for 100 additional car parks, a lady
stopped in the mental health area of the hospital. She
was unable to find a car park, and she told us frankly of
a previous time when she had her son, who was s
suicidal, in the car with her but could not get a park.
She had to park illegally and copped a fine. You can
imagine the distress of having a son who is suicidal in
the car with you and being unable to get a car park.
We are now down the track, and we have a growing
and ageing population, so the demand on our hospital
services is greater than it has ever been. It is appalling
that the government has failed to commit to a single
additional car parking space for the hospital. As a result
of the Labor government now being in office,
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$640 million for the east–west link has gone down the
drain, and we do not have one extra car park for the
community at Maroondah Hospital.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms RYALL — Those opposite can make a lot of
noise, and quite frankly that is all it is — it is like static
on an untuned radio — but the pointy end is that
Maroondah Hospital services a large catchment and has
an important mental health facility as well as providing
other health services, so we need to address this
problem. It is appalling that the government has failed
to budget for any additional car parking spaces at
Maroondah Hospital. In terms of the $640 million
down the drain for a road — the east–west link — that
the people of my electorate voted for — —
Mr Pearson interjected.
Ms RYALL — Not only that, they have been
calling for it for a long time, I inform the member for
Essendon.
The interesting thing is that those opposite never
opposed the east–west link planning funding in the
2012–13 budget or the further funding in the 2013–14
and the 2014–15 budgets. They gave implicit approval
of those funds in the sense that they never opposed that
funding. As I said, their opposition is really about
saving their inner city seats. Those opposite have
referred to sunk costs, but they made no objection to the
expenditure of those costs. In that entire time they never
brought anything up regarding the expenditure on the
east–west link — not a peep.
The point here is that funding for infrastructure at
schools in the Ringwood electorate has been cut by the
Labor government, including funding for a science,
technology, engineering and maths (STEM) centre for
Norwood Secondary College. It is a very important
issue. In fact there is research and evidence that shows
that a huge proportion of the jobs of the future are going
to be in STEM occupations. Norwood Secondary
College is just like my old high school. In fact it is a
replica; I step back in time when I go there. For it not to
have the funding it needs to provide the STEM centre is
a disgrace. Indeed it is a disgrace for the government to
say that it can have a hall and a stadium, which are
much needed, but not provide the STEM funding.
Mr Pearson interjected.
Ms RYALL — The member for Essendon can
make as much noise as he likes; it is just static.
Ringwood Secondary College — —
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Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Crisp) — Order!
The member for Ringwood, without assistance.
Ms RYALL — Ringwood Secondary College has
suffered a $5 million cut from those opposite and
Norwood Secondary College has had a $3 million cut.
Ringwood Secondary College had $2.2 million
delivered last financial year under the coalition to make
its major infrastructure upgrade shovel ready. There are
just under 1500 students at that school, and what have
they been given in this budget? They have received
$1.4 million between four schools. I sat here and
listened to the member for Brunswick talk about all the
money she has got for her schools, reserves and this,
that and the other, and we have got a $3 million cut to
Norwood and a $5 million cut to Ringwood.
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I want to know what changed. Labor spent 11 years in
government, and in an attempt to be re-elected in 2010
it promised this $100 million. There was a need for
$100 million back then but it seems there is no need for
that money now. I know my community in the
Ringwood electorate cannot work this out. Why were
we worth $100 million to Labor a few years ago and
not now? That is the question they are asking
themselves.
The coalition government provided full funding for the
rebuild of Eastwood Primary School. We kicked off the
funding of Ringwood Secondary College with
$2.2 million. We commenced the rebuild, which is
almost complete, of Blackburn Primary School, which
quite a number of students in my electorate attend. In
addition — —
Mr Donnellan interjected.

In terms of the Maroondah area, I want to remind those
opposite — —
Mr Donnellan — I’ve just done a great road down
there. A great road, Oban Road — a great initiative.
Ms RYALL — I am glad the member for Croydon
lobbied very hard to get that road and has delivered on
that outcome. I thank the member for Croydon.
Let me remind those opposite of a $100 million
commitment made to Maroondah schools by Labor in
2010. A $100 million commitment — —
Mr Pearson interjected.
Ms RYALL — The member for Essendon should
take a breath. There was a commitment of $100 million
for Maroondah schools. I will let members know that
the Maroondah local government area is of a significant
size. When the commitment was made at the recent
election, the Premier, in a glossy brochure headed Back
to School, stated:
From the basics of classrooms, tuckshops and toilet blocks, to
state-of-the-art science and engineering precincts, schools
need modern facilities and enough funding to plan for the
future.

Unfortunately that does not seem to apply to Ringwood
electorate schools. In addition to that, a member for
Eastern Metropolitan Region in another place, Shaun
Leane, talked about Labor’s objective in committing
the $100 million. He said:
This project objective is to develop world-class facilities to
give all the students who go to school in Maroondah the
opportunity to excel.

Ms RYALL — It services my electorate, member
for Fitzroy!
Mount Pleasant Road Primary School was fully funded
for a rebuild as well. So there was very significant
investment in schools undertaken by the former
government in four years.
Students in the Ringwood electorate are as important as
the students in Labor electorates, and it is about time
that those opposite understood this. This government
has cut funding to schools in my electorate — there is a
$1 million cut to Rangeview Primary School and a
$800 000 cut to Mullauna College — but prior to the
election it was all about slogans. We heard ‘every child
deserves’ before the election, but suddenly Labor and
the Premier are abandoning the east. They have
abandoned the east–west link, they have abandoned and
made cuts to schools and there is no funding for the car
park at Maroondah Hospital. This is just neglect.
I remember the Premier saying:
Kids can’t get a first-rate education in a second-rate
classroom.

I ask the Premier: does that apply to the people of
Ringwood? I call on the Premier and the Labor
government to fund the schools in the Ringwood
electorate — to provide the additional $5 million for
Ringwood Secondary College, to provide the additional
$3 million for the science, technology, engineering and
maths centre for Norwood Secondary College, to
provide the additional $800 000 for Mullauna College
and to provide the $1 million to fix the drainage and
erosion issues that have resulted from the Rangeview
Primary School residing on the side of a hill.
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Mr Nardella interjected.
Ms RYALL — I will explain to the member for
Melton what was done in four years. There were
rebuilds of three primary schools; okay? I also alert the
house to this: there was a $6 billion writedown in
revenue in the first two years of the former government,
and not once has any member opposite said what they
would have done, what they would have cut and how
they would have handled that had they stayed in
government. Not one peep.
In addition to that there is the absence of funding for
level crossing removals. Adjacent to my electorate, in
the electorate of Bayswater, there are two level
crossings — at Scoresby Road and Mountain
Highway — but there is no funding for their removal.
The government says it wants to remove the
Heatherdale Road level crossing. There is no funding.
There is no funding for these level crossing removals.
One thing I have to say is that this is a fudget, not a
budget. There is a lack of respect for the community in
the Ringwood electorate, and the needs of students and
of people whose lives are affected. Those who are in
need of health care at the Maroondah Hospital have
been ignored. They have been neglected by this Labor
government, and I will continue to fight for my
community to make sure that those important things are
delivered.
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) — It gives me
great pleasure and immense pride to rise to speak on the
Appropriation (2015–2016) Bill 2015. I congratulate
the Treasurer and Premier on delivering for Victorians
a budget that has at its heart Labor values and a fairness
that has not been seen in this state for over four years. I
would like to add that the budget has been received
with outstanding applause in my electorate of Bendigo
West. In particular the focus of the budget on returning
funding to our education sector, after years of
devastating cuts by the Liberal-Nationals government,
has been very welcomed.
If ever there was a stark contrast to be made between
the coalition and Labor, it is right there for all to see in
the massive investment this Labor government is
making in education, after the Liberals and Nationals
set about dismantling our TAFE system and sucking
much-needed funding from our schools and from
families who need government support to ensure that
their kids can get a decent education.
This is a budget that puts people and families first and
restores faith and trust in government — in a Labor
government that is steadfast and resolute in delivering

Wednesday, 27 May 2015

and not reneging on promises made to Victorians
before the election. This government is unlike the
federal government, which under Tony Abbott has
become renowned for breaking promises and
backflipping on policy after policy to the point where it
has become a laughing stock across Australia and
internationally.
Like the previous state coalition government, the
federal government seems intent on punishing the most
vulnerable and disadvantaged in our communities and
on making it harder for families to meet the everyday
cost of living and to educate their children. It is more
expensive to access the health services families need.
The federal government also demonises workers who
contribute every day to our economy, particularly
workers who can least afford a tax on their wages and
conditions.
Suffice it to say that the full impact on families of the
federal budget has been exposed by the recent National
Centre for Social and Economic Modelling analysis,
which clearly shows that families with children on the
lowest incomes will bear the brunt of the federal
Liberal budget cuts. In addition, the Australian Council
of Social Service shows in its report that by keeping
most of the 2014 cuts in its budget and making new
cuts in 2015 the federal budget will over four years strip
an estimated $15 billion from basic services and
supports, with total projected cuts of $80 billion from
health and schools funding to the states over the next
decade. This is targeting — as Liberal governments
always do — the most vulnerable and disadvantaged in
our communities.
Bendigo is a very proud regional city, and it has faced
some serious challenges over the last four years. The
former state government turned its back on my part of
the world, and now we are faced with repairing the
damage that it inflicted. But we have not flinched in our
determination to implement our plan to get Bendigo
back on track, and this starts with a budget that delivers
for Bendigo and the region. We have allocated
$7.8 million to build an agricultural hub at Bendigo
TAFE that will encourage the next generation of
innovators to build their careers on the land. While the
Liberals and The Nationals cut TAFE and made the
jobs crisis even worse in regional Victoria, Labor’s
$320 million TAFE Rescue Fund will save the TAFE
system and give our kids skills they need.
It was an absolute pleasure to have the Treasurer visit
Castlemaine Secondary College last week so he could
see the plans for the new $8 million high-tech science
and engineering precinct, stage 2 of the school’s master
plan for a new school. I am sure the Treasurer was
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impressed with the school. The students and staff, the
school council and the principal are all working
towards implementing that plan for the new school with
passion and determination. I am very pleased to say that
after the budget was delivered the front page of the
Castlemaine Mail had as its headline ‘You beauty!’,
and that is a clear indication that the community of
Castlemaine was extremely pleased with the additional
funding for Castlemaine Secondary College. There is a
reason for that: Castlemaine Secondary College is the
only secondary school in the Castlemaine region and
has 14 primary schools all feeding into it. I am very
proud to have worked collaboratively with the school
community and the broader community to make sure
the school received the $8 million needed for the next
stage of the new school.
There is also $6 million allocated in this budget for
Bendigo Senior Secondary College to replace old
classrooms and portables and to provide an upgrade to
Bendigo Senior that will complement its new surrounds
and its latest asset, the Ulumbarra Theatre. As I have
mentioned in previous speeches in this house, there is
$1 million for Kalianna School Bendigo, so it can plan
for the future of its specialist facilities. Kalianna is a
great school, with passionate parents, carers, teachers
and principal. There is nothing more important than
ensuring that the kids with special needs are not left
behind or have to be educated in third-rate facilities.
That is why planning for a new school at Kalianna is
very important to me, and I know it is very important to
the Kalianna community.
All up in this first budget Labor is investing
$730 million to rebuild, upgrade and maintain school
buildings across the state. The budget is also about
helping families who are struggling to afford the extra
cost of education, providing $180 million for a program
that will give prep to grade 3 students in
250 disadvantaged schools free eye tests and glasses.
We are funding breakfast clubs in disadvantaged
schools, which will help to feed 25 000 students the
most important meal of the day, and $148.3 million
from the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund will go
towards helping over 200 000 disadvantaged families
afford these expensive but essential parts of their
child’s education.
There is an expansion of the free uniform, shoes and
books program run by the State Schools Relief fund.
There is $2 million to establish quality music programs,
and there is an expansion of Safe Schools Coalition
Victoria to help all Victorian government secondary
schools combat homophobia and support
same-sex-attracted and gender-diverse students — a
great initiative.
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As we know, education starts before prep, and quality
education demands quality facilities. That is why this
budget provides $50 million for building and upgrading
kinders, seven of those in Bendigo. In other exciting
news from the budget, a new tech school in Bendigo
will be built for students in years 7 to 10. Of great
importance and of particular relevance, especially to the
kids at Kalianna School and those who may attend
Kalianna in the future, are the early childhood
intervention services across the state. Young children
with a disability or developmental delay will receive
specialist, tailored support in the early years before
school, because early childhood intervention services
are proven to make a very real difference to children
with a disability or developmental delay.
Bendigo has a strong and growing sporting community,
and nowhere is this more obvious than in basketball and
netball. The Bendigo Stadium is a stand-out community
facility that hosts thousands of people every week. It is
host to the Women’s National Basketball League
champions, in fact — the Bendigo Spirit — and of
course the Bendigo Braves and the Bendigo Lady
Braves, well-known basketball teams. It also
accommodates volleyball, netball, futsal and the local
basketball competitions and training. It is used by
500 000 people every year. However, it is at capacity,
and that is why Labor has allocated $5 million towards
the expansion and upgrade of the cramped Bendigo
Stadium. This investment will see 3000 permanent
seats for major sporting events, 3 new indoor courts for
basketball, volleyball and netball and 12 new outdoor
netball courts, with changing rooms. These
state-of-the-art facilities will open the door for major
sporting events and boost Bendigo’s economy, and we
will make sure that local companies have priority to
work on this project.
Contrary to the rampant post-budget scaremongering
exhibited by a Nationals member for Northern Victoria
Region in the other place, Damian Drum, there remains
$15 million of state funding towards the Kangaroo Flat
aquatics centre. This will be a major infrastructure asset
for Kangaroo Flat and the broader community. I
continue to urge the City of Greater Bendigo to not
short-change the Kangaroo Flat community by building
a 25-metre pool at the facility instead of the promised
50-metre pool. Sadly the federal Liberal government
never committed funding to this project, saying it did
not fit the criteria for its funding stream. However, I
note that the federal Treasurer was in Darwin just last
week making an extraordinary announcement that the
federal government would pay half of the $8.8 million
needed to extend Darwin’s Parap pool to 50 metres. It
is currently 49.5 metres. The Treasurer said he was
‘very pleased to be here … to make a 50-metre pool
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50 metres’. It seems that the Parap pool met the funding
criteria but Kangaroo Flat’s did not. This is an
important infrastructure development for Bendigo, and
it is very disappointing that the federal government has
not come on board.

coverage while ambulances were diverted to Bendigo
or other regional communities. This put many people’s
lives at risk. Sadly the former Victorian government
chose to ignore the ambulance crisis and in fact failed
to even acknowledge that there was a crisis.

We want to ensure that regional families are supported
to live healthy, safe and comfortable lives. That is why
we are funding these projects across communities and
businesses which need them to create jobs and drive
growth. In the jobs crisis that gripped regional
communities under the former government, businesses
were closed, and many people faced uncertain futures.
Young people left our regions and towns to search for
work. That is why this government has delivered on its
key election promise to establish the $500 million
Regional Jobs and Infrastructure Fund: to create jobs
and drive economic growth in regional Victoria.

I am pleased to say this budget allocates $100 million
towards fixing the ambulance crisis. We have set about
making sure that the ambulance officers, the
paramedics themselves, are part of the solution that
needs to be found. That is why we have been holding
forums across Victoria. This $100 million will add to
Victoria’s ambulance resources. It will ensure that
communities are no longer left behind when an
ambulance is needed. It will ensure that individuals and
families will not have to wait long periods of time for
an ambulance. Under the previous government the
waiting time for an ambulance was becoming
outrageous.

I am very pleased that the Regional Development
Victoria Amendment (Jobs and Infrastructure) Bill
2015 passed through the Legislative Council last night.
The Regional Jobs and Infrastructure Fund will help
regional communities recover and get stronger by
investing in projects that attract new people to live in
the regions.
It is an absolute disgrace that while this state Labor
government is investing in jobs and infrastructure in the
regions the federal Liberal government has directed
almost half of its National Stronger Regions Fund to
suburban electorates. More than $37 million of the
Victorian funding from the fund went towards projects
in inner city Melbourne and community facilities in the
suburbs. Acting Speaker, you would appreciate this,
because even The Nationals have claimed that as unfair,
with a certain Nationals MP saying, ‘It has left a pretty
bad taste in our mouths’. Just 51 projects worth
$212 million were funded in the federal budget, out of
more than 350 applications with $1 billion knocked
back.
The Nationals and the Liberals in Victoria have
attacked Victorian Labor’s Regional Jobs and
Infrastructure Fund. However, I suggest that they start
refocusing the anger at their mates in Canberra, who are
short-changing all Victorians. This is a great budget for
regional communities, and I look forward to seeing the
many projects and programs being rolled out across the
communities in my electorate of Bendigo West.
During the last four years Victorians have faced what
could only be called an ambulance crisis, particularly in
regional Victoria, where ambulances were being left in
long queues at emergency departments, known as
ramping, and whole communities were left without

I am really proud of this budget. I am proud to be part
of a Labor government that has delivered it. I am proud
to be able to represent a community that is appreciative
of a Labor government which has set about delivering a
budget that is absolutely about people and families. It is
a budget about making sure that kids can get a decent
education, that people do not have to wait long periods
for an ambulance, and in particular that families and
kids who are doing it tough in my electorate will be
looked after by this government.
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) — I rise to make a
brief contribution on the budget. It was the darkest day
for country Victoria in a long, long time when this
Melbourne city-centric Labor government delivered its
budget. Government members beat their chests and tell
us how great the budget is, but at the end of the day
country and regional Victoria waits again, and we will
have four dark years of this.
To make matters worse, the Premier has even started to
break his promises in metropolitan Melbourne, as has
the Treasurer. All these unfunded promises just fall into
contingencies, apparently. The Treasurer has put the
con into contingencies. He will go down in history as
someone who has duped country Victoria. Labor thinks
regional Victoria comprises Ballarat, Bendigo and
Geelong. There is more to regional Victoria than just
those regional cities. It is important to understand that
regional Victoria represents one-quarter of Victoria’s
population. Certainly we feel let down and disappointed
by this budget.
The contributions from members on this side of the
house have all been in that same vein, whereas those on
the government side continue to beat their chests and
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say how great this budget is. Of course it is for some. If
you are a union hack, if you live in a metropolitan seat
or if you live in a Labor-held swinging seat, of course
you will say this is a great budget for you. But if you
live in country Victoria — regional Victoria — like
members on this side of the chamber do, you will feel
very disappointed and let down.
The Premier has let us all down, which is a shame
because he is a bloke who grew up in regional Victoria.
He grew up in Wangaratta, he knows the pressures on
regional Victoria, and he has chosen to turn his
back — —
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

Bairnsdale hockey pitch
Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) — I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Sport. The action I
seek is that the minister come to Bairnsdale to meet
with the East Gippsland Hockey Association in relation
to the construction of a new synthetic hockey pitch in
the region. For the benefit of the members of the house,
the East Gippsland Hockey Association has been
advocating for this facility for quite some time, and the
push increased in the period leading up to the election.
It is one of only two regional Victorian hockey
associations without a synthetic hockey pitch. It has
close to 500 members, it has seven clubs, and it is a
growing organisation. Its members worked actively
over the course of the election campaign to secure a
commitment. This led to the coalition committing
$1.2 million for what would be a state-of-the-art
facility. It has also worked very closely with the East
Gippsland Shire Council on identifying an appropriate
site for this facility, which happens to be an area known
as the World Centre in Bairnsdale.
Of interest is that Hockey Victoria has just released its
strategic facilities master plan, which identifies
Bairnsdale as the preferred site for a synthetic pitch. I
understand that Hockey Victoria has already briefed the
minister, and I am also of the belief that Sport and
Recreation Victoria has had some discussions with the
minister on this plan.
With Hockey Victoria having identified Bairnsdale as
the site for a new synthetic facility and the East
Gippsland shire being extremely supportive and having
worked with the local hockey association to identify an
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appropriate site, now is the opportune time, with all of
these planets aligning, for the minister to come on
board and come down and meet with the local
association to advance this project to the funding stage.
The hockey association and Hockey Victoria are also
preparing a pitch usage and management plan for this
facility, and given the rapid advancement in all of these
areas, I request that the minister come down and meet
on site with the local association. I am sure the minister
at the table, the Attorney-General, will pass on to the
Minister for Sport that I am happy to join with him for
that meeting to discuss the proposal.

Greensborough College
Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) — I wish to raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Education.
The specific action that I seek from him is that he come
out and visit the school community at Greensborough
College. Greensborough College is a great local school.
It does some fantastic work. It has a great vocational
program in hospitality. It has a fantastic bunch of
committed teachers and a great principal, John
Conway, who is retiring. We wish him well in his
retirement. The local community has certainly benefited
from his school leadership over a long period of time.
The school attracts kids not just from the
Greensborough area but also from further afield in
growth areas, because it is seen as a great place to send
a child for a secondary education. It provides a range of
kids with different educational options, and the school
really does welcome children of all abilities, including
kids with special needs and kids who are gifted. It will
take any child on and help them through their
secondary years. I am very proud to be a local member
representing such a school.
The school has grown in terms of its enrolments over
the last 10 to 15 years from about 200 students to about
1000. That has put pressure on the facilities, but the
facilities are also very old and dilapidated. A school
that once may have been seen as one that did not have a
future is now one that has a very bright future. At the
last election the Andrews Labor government made a
$10 million commitment to start the rebuilding of the
school. We have already seen the first down payment
on that, with $1 million allocated in the recent budget
towards the planning work for that project. The school
community is really excited about the planning work.
Unfortunately we have misinformation being spread by
those opposite that that is the only allocation that will
be made to that school, which is just a lie. That is just
wrong. The school community has not fallen for that. It
knows that it is only Labor that has ever had an interest
in that school, and it knows it is only the Andrews
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Labor government that will deliver the rebuild of that
great school.
The Premier has been out there a couple of times to
meet with the school leadership and discuss the rebuild,
and it would be great if the Minister for Education
could come out, talk to the school community, see what
sorts of programs they run and, most importantly,
discuss with the school the exciting planning that is
underway to rebuild that great school. I am sure that if
the minister comes out to Greensborough — I know
that with $730 million worth of capital projects in
education it will be difficult to schedule this, but I am
happy to work with his busy diary — it will be great to
see him, and we will certainly welcome the Labor
Minister for Education.

Renewable energy
Ms STALEY (Ripon) — My adjournment matter is
for the Minister for Energy and Resources. The minister
should be well aware that last week the Grattan Institute
released a report entitled Sundown, Sunrise — How
Australia Can Finally Get Solar Power Right. In this
report the authors, Tony Wood and David Blowers,
evaluate the subsidies made by Victoria and other
Australian jurisdictions to solar power. The specific
action I seek is that, when formulating the
government’s renewable energy action plan, the
minister provide a written explanation as to how the
conclusions of this Grattan Institute report have been
taken into consideration.
The conclusion reached by the authors is:
By the time the subsidies finally run out, households and
businesses that have not installed solar PV will have spent
more than $14 billion subsidising households that have …
Governments have created a policy mess that should never be
repeated.

Even with the subsidies most rural people on low
incomes cannot afford to install solar power in their
properties. The programs also mean that renters and
public housing tenants subsidise richer households.
This report found benefits of $9.1 billion, which
includes benefits to do with reducing carbon emissions,
but costs of $18.7 billion. The subsidies represent a
$14 billion wealth transfer.
Additionally, the way that solar works has meant that
many of the households that have installed solar still
use peak energy at the same time. Particularly in
Melbourne and Victoria, peak energy occurs around
7 o’clock, when people get home, and that is when
solar systems effectively stop working. It means that
the installed energy needed to run Victoria has not been
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decreased. This means there has been little impact on
lowering peak demand, so there has been little impact
on lowering network bill costs.
The solar economics and battery life are changing, and
there are really innovative projects in my electorate,
such as in Newbridge, and commercial solar has a
bright future. But we must make sure that future policy
in this area does not repeat the errors of the past. It is
crucial that when we make further investments and
develop ideas about solar energy we take into account
that so far this policy has delivered a $14 billion wealth
transfer from poor to rich households.

Yarrabah School
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) — I raise a
matter for the Minister for Education, and the action I
seek is for the minister to visit Yarrabah School in
Aspendale to understand its future needs and discuss
how the school community can progress to a master
plan process in the near future.
We all believe in the fundamental principle of every
child having the opportunity to access a quality
education regardless of their circumstances. Yarrabah
School is an exceptional example of giving all students
with special needs the best possible outcomes.
Yarrabah caters for the needs of children with
intellectual, physical and multiple disabilities from the
ages of 2 years through to 18 years. Yarrabah has
experienced unprecedented growth in student numbers
in the region. In 1990 Yarrabah had a total of
19 children, and it has expanded year on year to over
150 children today. Enrolments are expected to edge
closer to 200 children in the next few years.
Yarrabah also provides early childhood education to
over 60 children, with more than 90 staff supporting the
considerable and personalised needs of the students
who attend the school. These services include
curriculum needs together with a range of therapies,
including speech pathology, physiotherapy,
occupational therapy and hydrotherapy. The needs of
Yarrabah students simply cannot be met in mainstream
settings. The principal, leadership team and staff are
determined, committed and passionate in ensuring they
deliver the best educational outcomes. I take this
opportunity to acknowledge the work of Yarrabah’s
principal, Matthew Harris, and assistant principals
Sophia Adamis and Lauri Davis, who tirelessly
advocate for and represent the needs of Yarrabah.
The motto of Yarrabah School is ‘The small school
with a big heart’, and the school is renowned in our
community, with many local organisations contributing
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to and supporting it. Next month the Edithvale
Aspendale Sporting Club will hold a fundraiser, which
I will happily attend. Only last year a generous man in
his 90s donated over $38 000 for the construction of
play and outdoor learning equipment. There is no doubt
that this school community has a big heart; however, it
really is not a small school within the meaning of its
motto, because it has had over 700 per cent growth in
student numbers in the past two decades.
We know that portable classrooms are part of the public
education system and assist in managing the growth in
student numbers. However, at Yarrabah the growth in
student numbers over the past two decades has been
addressed by simply adding portable after portable, to
the point where there are now 24 classes of which 20
are held in portable classrooms at the school. This is a
significant challenge when managing the mobility
issues of these students. I believe we need to assess the
long-term requirements and needs at Yarrabah and
determine whether current arrangements are
appropriate.
It is clear from my recent visits to the school that there
is a wonderful opportunity to partner with the school
community and undertake a detailed strategic
assessment of the school community’s future demands
and how we can get the best outcomes for the students
and their families on site.
In conclusion, the action 1 seek is for the Minister for
Education to visit Yarrabah School to understand the
future long-term needs of the school community.

Sandringham electorate schools
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — In 1988 the
then Labor government heralded as a landmark reform
the merging of four schools — Hampton High, Highett
High, Sandringham Tech and Beaumaris High — into
one school, Sandringham College, with a years 7–10
campus in Bluff Road, a years 7–10 campus in
Beaumaris and a senior school in Holloway Road in
Sandringham. One object of the reform was to provide
breadth of curriculum for local students and an offering
of over 50 subjects. The action I seek is a visit by the
Minister for Education to the Sandringham electorate to
discuss with the school council and the school
community the ongoing funding for the senior school
campus.
At or following the last state election the Labor Party
committed a total of $8.5 million to public education in
the Sandringham electorate, consisting of $6.5 million
to fully fund the Beaumaris campus of Sandringham
College as a stand-alone school. This is made up of
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$1.5 million towards capital works in the 2015–16
budget and a further $5 million in the 2016–17 budget.
A sum of $2 million is for Sandringham College itself.
By way of contrast, the coalition had committed over
$17 million towards public education in the
Sandringham electorate, including $6 million to the
Sandringham College Holloway Road and Bluff Road
campuses, $7 million towards the Beaumaris campus of
Sandringham College, plus an additional
multimillion-dollar investment by the Melbourne
Cricket Club (MCC). The proposed partnering
arrangement with the MCC was to bring additional
funding to redevelop the sporting fields and buildings
into world-class facilities, which would be available to
the school community, MCC sporting teams and local
sporting clubs. Also some $4 350 000 was committed
to Sandringham East Primary School by the coalition.
The more than $17 million committed by the coalition
was in addition to the $6 million currently being
expended at Sandringham College, having been
allocated two years ago in the 2013–14 budget in
fulfilment of the coalition’s 2010 election promise.
The Labor Party claims the deconstruction of its
watershed reform of 1988 and its commitment at the
last election to spend only half the money committed by
the coalition to public education in the electorate as an
achievement. The Labor government needs to ensure
that the money allocated to Beaumaris will be sufficient
to establish the viability of a years 7–12 stand-alone
secondary school offering an appropriate breadth of
curriculum choice whilst ensuring that the continuing
structure of Sandringham College, the once watershed
reform of the Labor government, is not adversely
affected. An amount of $6.5 million would not build a
new stand-alone high school in Beaumaris.
I invite the minister to come to Sandringham to
converse with the school council to ensure that the
viability of Sandringham College senior campus will
continue into the future, noting that the resourcing by
the Labor government of Sandringham College is
significantly less than that committed by the coalition at
the last election.

Sunbury Asylum Alliance
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) — The matter I raise for the
adjournment tonight is for the Minister for Training and
Skills, and the action I seek is for the minister to visit
my electorate and tour the former Victoria University
site at Jacksons Hill, Sunbury, and also to meet with
representatives of the Sunbury Asylum Alliance, who
are advocating strongly for protection of the site.
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The Sunbury Asylum Alliance was established last year
with the aim of reclaiming the site for community and
cultural use, and I am keen to discuss the alliance’s
proposal with the minister. Many members of the house
will know that the former Victoria University site at
Jacksons Hill was originally opened as the Sunbury
Industrial School in 1864 to educate and house destitute
children. Due to appalling conditions and high rates of
death and diseases the school was closed in 1879 and
used thereafter as an asylum for those with mental
health problems, and it was operated in this capacity for
many decades.
From 1968 until 1992 it was the site of the Caloola
Training Centre for the intellectually disabled, and in
1999 the site was purchased by Victoria University.
Disappointingly, Victoria University closed the site in
late 2009, and its fate has been in limbo ever since.
The site has a dark history, but there is no denying the
historical beauty of its buildings as it stands on
Jacksons Hill overlooking Sunbury. You would be hard
pressed to find a person in Sunbury who does not know
of the site’s existence. Over many years it has fulfilled
many functions for the community. It is currently used
by a number of community groups, including local
radio station 3NRG and the Boilerhouse Theatre
Company. Sunbury Primary School and the Sunbury
and Macedon Ranges Specialist School are also located
on Jacksons Hill.
On numerous occasions the former member for
Macedon raised this issue in the house and in writing.
The former government stated that it had met with
Victoria University’s vice-chancellor in relation to the
proposed sale of the Sunbury campus and that ‘it was
keen to resolve the matter as soon as possible’. Despite
this, nothing was done, and the site still sits idle.
During the election campaign and over the past five
months I have met with numerous school principals and
community groups, who all highlight the significant
lack of higher education opportunities available to
students in Sunbury. I ask the minister to look into this
matter, and the action I seek is that he visit the site to
see its potential firsthand and discuss its future with
representatives of Sunbury Asylum Alliance.
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Surrey Road and Wicklow Lane, South Yarra, that
currently does not have one.
These units were built recently through funding from
the former federal government as part of the economic
stimulus package. However, these new units do not
have security doors, which are standard on older
dwellings in public housing estates. Local residents
report that they feel unsafe, with the main entry doors to
the building often broken, allowing entry to
non-residents. There are also concerns about some
residents within the towers themselves.
Currently residents must reach a high threshold to have
a security door installed by demonstrating a
documented direct threat to their safety or a
psychological condition which would justify the need
for a security door. This is both impractical and
unnecessary. I urge the minister to install security doors
on all dwellings to allow residents to feel safe and
secure in their own homes.

St Helena Secondary College and Glen
Katherine Primary School
Ms WARD (Eltham) — The matter I raise is for the
Minister for Education, and the action I seek is for the
minister to visit the fantastic St Helena Secondary
College in my electorate to see the wonderful things the
school does. He can also meet with the sporting
precinct working group, which has contributed so much
to the St Helena sporting precinct project, which will
receive funding of $2.5 million from this year’s budget.
Thanks to the excellent guidance of John Fecundo, who
has chaired the working group for nearly two years, we
have been able to develop an exceptional project that
will provide facilities not only for St Helena Secondary
College and Glen Katherine Primary School — another
great school — but will also advantage Eltham Netball
Club, Eltham Redbacks Soccer Club and many other
local sporting interests and clubs.
Eltham Netball Club and the Eltham Redbacks are both
passionate and growing clubs that need these new
facilities. The minister will greatly enjoy his visit to
St Helena Secondary College and Glen Katherine
Primary School. They are leaders in education and are
achieving many great things.

Public housing
The Cathedral Indigenous name
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) — My adjournment matter
is for the Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing,
and the action I seek is for the minister to have security
doors installed on every unit in the public housing
towers in the block surrounded by Malvern Road,

Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — I rise to make a request
of the Minister for Planning. The action I seek is for the
minister to have The Cathedral mountain formally
recognised by its Taungurung name, Naah Naah
Dhong, as well as by its English name. I am particularly
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pleased to raise this matter in Parliament during
National Reconciliation Week. The Minister for
Environment, Climate Change and Water has informed
me that this is a planning matter. The Cathedral
mountain, or rock, is iconic, being the primary feature
of the spectacular Cathedral Range located between
Taggerty and Buxton. It is clearly visible from the
Maroondah Highway. The Cathedral Range State Park
is a great natural attraction. It has some wonderful
facilities and is popular with locals, school groups and
campers. It features a wide variety of walking tracks,
rock climbing and camping areas. I had the opportunity
in the last Parliament to open one of the walking tracks
with Dr Sally Cockburn of Healthy Parks Healthy
People.

1663

11 May, I had the opportunity of visiting the
Broadmeadows SES unit, which consists of a group of
steadfast and dependable volunteers who provide relief
24/7 in emergency situations in the Moreland area and
beyond. During my visit I was provided with a
comprehensive tour of the facility by unit controller,
Shane Lapworth, his partner, Connie Lapworth, who is
also instrumental in the management of the
Broadmeadows team, and their daughter, who has also
recently joined the Broadmeadows team. It is most
definitely a family affair. I had the opportunity to both
tour the facility, which was very comprehensive, as
well as witness the training regime the team was
undertaking.

This request today comes to me from local Taungurung
elder Uncle Roy Patterson. Uncle Roy is quite well
known to me. He is a bit of a character. He is always
good for a story and he is a great source of historical
information. To him The Cathedral mountain is Naah
Naah Dhong. Uncle Roy now lives in downtown
Taggerty, but the Pattersons have lived in the area for a
very long time and they have a very strong attachment
to the Cathedral Range. Uncle Roy has pursued this
request over a number of years without success, and he
recently spoke to me about whether I could help
support him. I am more than happy to do so.

As the Broadmeadows SES unit also serves the
minister’s electorate of Brunswick, I know that she
understands and indeed has witnessed the great
contribution the Broadmeadows SES team makes in
our local Moreland community. The Broadmeadows
SES unit is often the first to arrive at crime scenes,
floods, fires and storms, providing vital front-line
assistance to the Country Fire Authority, the
Metropolitan Fire Brigade and Victoria Police. I am
sure the minister also recognises that due to the limited
resources at its disposal, the Broadmeadows SES team
has developed a great degree of resourcefulness in its
operations, sourcing and servicing a lot of its own
equipment, materials and supplies.

The Taungurung are the traditional custodians of this
large area of land, which is essentially north of the
Great Dividing Range. They, like many other clans,
were forced off the land and moved towards
Coranderrk on the outskirts of Healesville. Taungurung
numbers in the area have never recovered and are
certainly not as strong as the Wurundjeri south of the
Great Divide. I think that making the change to the
name to have the dual recognition is a great way to
recognise and honour the cultural history of the area. I
know Uncle Roy, as one of the elders, feels very
passionately about this. Interestingly, the name Naah
Naah Dhong sounds very similar to Narbethong, which
is just up the road. I am not sure if there is a connection
there or not, but nevertheless I believe this is a great
opportunity to celebrate the culture of the Taungurung,
which sometimes gets a little bit left behind in the area.

In recent years our society has witnessed a steady
decline in volunteers due to the pressures and time
constraints of modern life. But it is groups of dedicated
local volunteers like these who our communities
inevitably depend on in times of emergency to defend
and protect us from danger and threats. So it is
heartening to see. and it is reassuring to know, that our
community possesses a group of dedicated and skilled
volunteers who are available around the clock to assist
us in the event of an emergency. I understand that the
Minister for Emergency Services has indicated that she
is committed to visiting the Broadmeadows SES team
in the near future. I ask that she makes this a priority.
The member for Broadmeadows and I will join her on
that visit.

Responses
Broadmeadows State Emergency Service unit
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) — I appreciate
the opportunity to raise a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Emergency Services. The action I seek is
that the minister join me and the member for
Broadmeadows on a visit to the Broadmeadows State
Emergency Service (SES) unit, which services both the
Moreland and Hume communities. On Monday,

Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) — At the
outset I say to the four members who requested it that I
will be very happy to visit their respective electorates. I
want to thank the member for Mordialloc for being a
committed advocate for his community, particularly in
the area of education. I was recently with him at
Parkdale Primary School to confirm funding in the state
budget, as we promised to deliver improvements at the
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school. He is a great advocate for education and schools
in his electorate, and I thank him for raising the issue of
Yarrabah School in Aspendale.
I am really proud of Labor’s special needs plan,
covering both capital and teacher education.
Compulsory education around special needs is part of
our special needs plan, as is the review of the program
for students with a disability, which is a specific capital
program for schools to be more inclusive, and on top of
that there is the biggest infrastructure program in the
state’s history. I thank the member for raising the needs
of Yarrabah with me. I am very happy to organise a
visit with him to get out to the school community as
quickly as possible. The needs he outlined tonight are
quite clear, and I look forward to talking with the
school community about its long-term needs.
The member for Bundoora requested a visit to
Greensborough Secondary College. I will be delighted
to join the member for Bundoora on that visit. Again he
is a strong and passionate advocate for education as the
local member, and as shadow parliamentary secretary
for education in the lead-up to the last election
campaign he was working specifically on the special
needs plan that I just mentioned. He is a great advocate
for schools in his community. We made a $10 million
commitment to Greensborough Secondary College for
a major and desperately needed upgrade to that terrific
school. We delivered $1 million in this budget to do the
planning works, and we will get on and rebuild this
school as quickly as we can. I look forward to visiting
the school with the member for Bundoora.
The member for Eltham requested a visit to St Helena
Secondary College, and I will be delighted to visit the
school with the member. She is one of a terrific group
of new members who are passionate about their
schools. I have seen that firsthand not only in terms of
her advocacy for schools such as St Helena and
Montmorency Secondary College but also in dealing
with tragedy in her community. I acknowledge the
work of the member for Eltham. As a former Minister
for Sport, Recreation and Youth Affairs I am really
excited about the delivery of the $2.5 million
commitment we made for the sporting precinct that will
benefit not only St Helena but also other local schools
and local sporting clubs. I look forward to visiting the
school with the member for Eltham.
Finally, the member for Sandringham raised the matter
of a visit to and a discussion with the school council at
Sandringham College. I would be delighted to visit the
school and have a great conversation with the school
council. I acknowledge that there was a commitment,
but right at the very end, in regard to Sandringham. I
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need to point out publicly that what the Beaumaris
community was campaigning for was a stand-alone,
self-governed years 7–12 secondary school. That is
what the community wanted, and that is what we will
deliver. During the election we committed $4 million
for the Beaumaris campus. In the budget we delivered
$6.5 million, and that is for stage 1. There will be works
required in future budgets to keep investing in that
school, and an Andrews Labor government will deliver
a stand-alone, self-governed school for the Beaumaris
community. I know that the community is absolutely
delighted with that outcome.
We have been working collaboratively with the
Sandringham College principal and school community.
We delivered $2 million for Sandringham College in
the budget. Curriculum choice, which the member
talked about, is going to be a central component of this.
There is great collaboration with the local schools. I
want to see a stand-alone Sandringham College, a
stand-alone Beaumaris campus and a stand-alone
Mentone Girls Secondary College working
collaboratively so that there are options available for
students at each of the schools in terms of curriculum
and extracurricular opportunities. I want to see that
continue. It is not about establishing schools that are
islands unto themselves; it will be a community that
continues to work together.
Lastly, regarding the Melbourne Cricket Club (MCC),
what I said last year in the lead-up to the election — I
said this to the principal of Sandringham College — is
that I am supportive of the proposal for a collaboration
between the MCC and local schools and the delivery of
elite and community sporting facilities, which will be
very welcome in that community. I will be positive
about it as long as it fits in with the delivery of our
commitment, which was a stand-alone 7–12 secondary
school. I think we can do that. I think we can have
delivery of our election commitment of a stand-alone
7–12 school at Beaumaris and also delivery of the
exciting MCC proposal. The government will be
working with the MCC; my department is already
working closely with it to deliver that outcome. I will
be happy to talk in more detail with the school council
at Sandringham College, and I thank the member for
raising the issue tonight.
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — Six other
matters were raised in the adjournment debate. The
member for Gippsland East raised a matter for the
Minister for Sport seeking that the minister visit
Bairnsdale to meet with the East Gippsland Hockey
Association. I will convey that to the minister.
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The member for Ripon raised a matter for the Minister
for Energy and Resources seeking that when
formulating the renewable energy action plan the
minister indicate how a Grattan Institute report will be
taken into account. I will convey that.
The member for Sunbury asked the Minister for
Training and Skills to tour Jacksons Hill and meet with
the Sunbury Asylum Alliance. I will convey that to the
minister.
The member for Prahran raised a matter for the
Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing seeking
that security doors be installed at all units in the public
housing estate in the block bounded by Malvern and
Surrey roads and Wicklow Lane in South Yarra that do
not have them. I will convey that.
The member for Pascoe Vale raised a matter for the
Minister for Emergency Services seeking that the
minister join her and the member for Broadmeadows
on a visit to the Broadmeadows State Emergency
Service facility.
The member for Eildon raised a matter for the Minister
for Planning seeking that he formally recognise The
Cathedral by its Taungurung name, Naah Naah Dhong.
I will convey that to the minister.
I think this is an appropriate opportunity to mention the
fact that, as I am sure the member knows and would
approve of, on 2 May this year the government
formally commenced negotiations with the Taungurung
under the Traditional Owner Settlement Act 2010. It is
the first time negotiations have commenced under that
act without there previously having been a federal
claim lodged under the Native Title Act 1993. That is a
great development. The government is absolutely
committed to reaching an agreement under state
legislation with the Taungurung about their claims.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The house is
now adjourned.
House adjourned 7.34 p.m.
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