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Wednesday, 20 February 2019
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair at 9:33 a.m. and read the prayer.
Bills
WEST GATE TUNNEL (TRUCK BANS AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT) BILL 2019
Introduction and first reading
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (09:34): I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to provide for the operation of the West Gate Tunnel, to
consequentially amend the Accident Towing Services Act 2007, the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005,
the Criminal Procedure Act 2009, the EastLink Project Act 2004, the Fines Reform Act 2014, the Heavy
Vehicle National Law Application Act 2013, the Infringements Act 2006, the Magistrates’ Court Act 1989,
the Major Transport Projects Facilitation Act 2009, the Melbourne CityLink Act 1995, the Road Management
Act 2004, the Road Safety Act 1986, and the Transport Integration Act 2010 and for other purposes.

Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (09:35): Can I ask for a brief explanation from the minister,
please.
Mr PALLAS: I thank the member for her inquiry. The bill establishes a framework for the tolling
and the operation of the West Gate Tunnel, similar to those established for CityLink and EastLink. In
addition the bill seeks to implement two further and quite specific reforms. Firstly, it introduces
changes to the toll enforcement process, which will apply to all Victorian toll roads, aimed at reducing
the number of infringements issued and the burden on the Magistrates Court. Secondly, it provides for
truck bans to be declared and establishes the better freight outcomes fund to receive the proceeds of
fines and infringements penalties arising from the truck ban offence. This fund will provide for money
into local transport programs and projects for the benefit of the community which will be impacted by
the West Gate Tunnel.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
Ordered to be read a second time tomorrow.
Petitions
Following petitions presented to house by Clerk:
SUBSTANCE ABUSE DRIVERS
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria
We the undersigned Citizens of Victoria draw to the attention of the House, community concerns about people
who drive while under the influence of drugs and in particular, those who repeatedly offend.
The petitioners therefore respectfully request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria calls on the Victorian
Government to legislate harsher penalties for drivers who have been found guilty of driving while under the
influence of drugs and subsequently reoffend.

By Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (157 signatures)
SEYMOUR RAIL LINE
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria
The Petition of the following residents of Victoria points out to the House consistent lack of funding for new
trains, new tracks, new signalling for the Seymour train line. Consistent issues in relation to the running times
or services on the Seymour line. Inconsistent pricing of fares from Wandong to Seymour. The petitioners
therefore request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria deliver 12 new trains in 2019 for the Seymour
train line to replace the diesel trains which will increase services during peak and interpeak midweek services,
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re-instate a bunting maintenance yard at Seymour for the prompt service of defective trains, introduce a fairer
pricing system for residents from Kilmore to Seymour who travel to the city. Commence track works to
upgrade signals, improve or replace sections of the track so that trains can increase their speed.

By Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (946 signatures)
Tabled.
Ordered that petition lodged by member for Yan Yean be considered next day on motion of
Ms RYAN (Euroa).
Documents
DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Auditor-General—Professional Learning for School Teachers—Ordered to be published
Melbourne City Link Act 1995:
City Link and Extension Projects Integration and Facilitation Agreement Twenty-fifth Amending Deed
CityLink Leases Amending Deed
Exhibition Street Extension Deed Eighteenth Amending Deed
Fourth Deed Amending Master Security Deed
Melbourne City Link Thirty-seventh Amending Deed
Ombudsman—VicRoads complaints—Ordered to be published.

Members statements
COMMUNITY ACTION GROUP
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (09:39): Two small communities in the far south-east of my electorate are
to be congratulated for their initiatives. In the space of a few months, locals in Reefton and McMahons
Creek have worked to establish a community action group. Many volunteers have put up their hands
to make the community a better place to live. The group is supported by Cr Jim Child and the Yarra
Ranges Shire Council and has a number of great projects on the go. These include the creation of a
cenotaph, securing a workable neighbourhood safer place and returning a footbridge to help keep local
children safe while walking to the school bus. I look forward to continuing to work with them on their
endeavours.
TOLMIE SPORTS DAY
Ms McLEISH: On Saturday, 9 February, I had the pleasure of once again attending the Tolmie
Sports Day. Commencing as the school picnic sports day in 1886, the event is now in its very
impressive 133rd year. Held in a wonderful sports precinct, which also includes a mechanics institute
hall and old churches, this year’s sports day attracted over 1500 people through the gates. The wild
weather did not deter locals and visitors from enjoying a host of competitions, including
woodchopping, equestrian, foot races, gumboot tossing and the ever-popular dog jump. A favourite
with the crowd is the three-man event, which involves an axeman, a runner with two hay bales, and a
horse and rider who bolt around the precinct for the flag.
It is always great fun to judge the tiny toddler and Miss Tolmie Sports, and I want to congratulate
Darius Carrington and Ruby McDonald, who took out the crowns this year. Small communities like
Tolmie thrive on the back of hardworking volunteers who run events like the sports day, and I want to
thank them, along with the many sponsors, for another successful year.
RADENKO MIHAILOVIC
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North—Minister for Child Protection, Minister for Disability,
Ageing and Carers) (09:41): I want to note the passing of a dear friend, Radenko Mihailovic, a long-
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time branch member of the Australian Labor Party. I first met Radenko in the 1990s when he came
into the office of Anthony Byrne, along with a friend of his. He was there very much to assist us to
work the folding machines, of all things. He was a worker at Nissan for many years, and he was one
of the few people who could actually get the folding machines to work for us.
Radenko had a passion for politics and he had a passion for young children. He was very supportive
in terms of fundraising for causes involving young children. He had a passion for fundraising for East
Timor and a passion for the Serbian community. He was also very much just a mad eccentric and a
lovely person. I can remember one year when he set up his XR6 with corflutes all over it. I am not
sure that the vehicle actually met safety guidelines with all of these corflutes, in terms of whether it
was appropriately set out, but he drove it around streets to promote both me and the member for
Dandenong for some years. We literally named it the ‘pope mobile’ because it very much looked like
a pope mobile.
One of my lasting memories of Radenko was a picture of him in Casey Hospital with his friend Zoran
Kovacic. Zoran had brought in a Serbian sausage. This was in the last couple of days of Radenko’s
life—he just wanted to smell Serbian sausage one more time.
LOWAN ELECTORATE ROADS
Ms KEALY (Lowan) (09:42): I would like to bring the attention of the Minister of Roads to the
dangerous condition of key roads and intersections in the Lowan electorate. The Casterton-Apsley
Road is in terrible condition, and after years of lobbying by locals we are yet to see road repairs that
have improved the safety of this road. Recent repairs were absolutely substandard, with the new road
literally melting down the hill on the first day over 35 degrees. I have personally seen pothole repairs
filled with poor quality material that I could poke my finger into. This is not nearly a good enough
surface to handle the heavy log trucks that frequent this road. We are sick of shoddy road workmanship
and just want the roads to be fixed properly to give local road users the roads they deserve.
The Dunkeld-Cavendish Road has to be one of the worst roads in the state. Again, it handles heavy
freight and is an important domestic road. It is single lane in some sections, with enormous drop-offs
on the road shoulders, and it is pitted with potholes and rough surfaces. The speed limit constantly
changes between 60, 80 and 100 kilometres per hour. It desperately needs to be fixed before a horrific
accident occurs.
The roads around and within Dadswells Bridge are also riddled with potholes. It is essential that the
speed limit in Dadswells Bridge be extended to provide greater noise amenity in the community and
to slow down turning traffic into Grampians View caravan park to prevent accidents.
The new Minister for Roads is also a member for Western Victoria Region. Given all these dangerous
roads are putting lives at risk within her own electorate, I call on the minister to take urgent and
immediate action and finally fix these roads to save country lives.
BURNSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Ms KAIROUZ (Kororoit—Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
Minister for Suburban Development) (09:43): Last Friday I had the opportunity to visit Burnside
Primary School in my electorate of Kororoit for the official opening of the school. The new school is
another example of how the Andrews Labor government is investing in education to make Victoria the
Education State. Our government is committed to making sure that every child has a great education.
We want our local schools to be able to give every child the skills they need for future success.
In the 2017–18 budget the Andrews government invested $13.8 million to build the new primary
school as part of the growth areas school project. This funding has ensured that the school has
wonderful facilities like a library, a sports field and outdoor hard courts. A further $9.9 million
provided in the 2018–19 budget allowed for the construction of a performing arts and physical
education facility.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
412

Legislative Assembly

Wednesday, 20 February 2019

The school has been designed with the long term in mind and will be able to accommodate
475 students from prep to year 6. This ensures that families in Burnside will have a wonderful school
that is close to home and that supports our growing community.
Thank you so much to the 86 founding students of the new Burnside Primary School and the principal,
Davide Lombardi, who made me feel so welcome at the opening of the new school. I wish all the
students success in the coming years, and I look forward to visiting Burnside Primary School again.
THE GATEWAY–DORSET ROAD, CROYDON SOUTH
Mr HODGETT (Croydon) (09:45): I was saddened to hear of the tragic loss of Croydon local
Tony on the afternoon of 23 January 2019 at the intersection of The Gateway and Dorset Road,
Croydon South. My thoughts are with his family and friends at this very sad time. It is at times like
this that we reflect on the need for road safety improvements on our local roads but more so to listen
to the local community and identify and fix issues before there is a tragic loss of a life. The issues at
this intersection have been ignored for far too long. Members of the Croydon community deserve
better; they deserve to feel safe in their vehicles and on the roads. I implore the new minister, the
Honourable Jaala Pulford, MP, to conduct a thorough review of the intersection to ensure we do not
have another fatality in our community.
In 2016 another serious accident occurred at this intersection, which I raised with VicRoads and the
former roads minister, and no more than a few follow-up site inspections occurred, to no avail. Locals
visiting my office following the most recent tragedy on 23 January want answers and they want to see
action. I am not a road traffic engineer, but I tend to agree with the residents who believe that the only
way to eradicate motorists driving at dangerous speeds along Dorset Road is to install traffic lights at
this intersection. I look forward to working with the minister, VicRoads and residents in Croydon to
deliver a safer intersection for all motorists.
SOUTH CROYDON CRICKET CLUB
Mr HODGETT: On another matter, I was delighted to attend the South Croydon Cricket Club’s
Pink Stumps Day on 9 February. The club raised $6500 for the McGrath Foundation on the day, our
best to date. This takes the total raised to over $31 000, a great effort for a local club. I congratulate all
involved at the South Croydon Cricket Club.
BARNEY COONEY
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (09:46): I rise to mourn the passing of Barney Cooney, Senator for Victoria from
1985 to 2002, a thoroughly decent human being, and if there were ever such a thing as a champion of
the parliamentary cause who managed to combine deep-seated humanity with a compassion for
ordinary people, it was Senator Barney Cooney. Barney Cooney will be remembered by many, many
people not just as a champion of the Westminster system and the chair of so many parliamentary
committees but also in the Labor movement as a staunch champion of Labor values. As the author of
the current Occupational Health and Safety Act from the Cooney review in 1985, all the way through
to his efforts as part of the then participants group in renewing the ALP in the late 1960s and 1970s,
Barney was always a champion of decency, compassion and ethical behaviour. That is sometimes a
rare thing in politics, but Barney managed to be that light on the hill in so many ways.
On a personal level, Barney was mentor to many, many people in not only this Parliament but the
federal Parliament. As a close neighbour of mine, he was a thoroughly decent friend and one who will
be dearly missed. On behalf of all in the Labor Party, we send our commiserations and our best wishes
to his family.
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LEAD LODDON MURRAY
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (09:48): Last Friday I had the great pleasure of attending the opening night
of the Lead Loddon Murray Community Leadership Program at Newbridge. Twenty-five participants
from across the Loddon Murray region have been selected for this prestigious and long-running
program. I particularly want to recognise three participants who live in Ripon: Sarah Broad and Jess
Kelly from Maryborough and Eddie Ayab from Bridgewater on Loddon. Sarah and Jess are graduates
of the leading excellence program, a program run by Lead Loddon Murray to identify and nurture
leadership capacity within the Central Goldfields, particularly for people putting themselves forward
as candidates for local government elections in 2020.
The Loddon Murray Community Leadership Program began in 1998. It has received state, federal and
local government support since then. This program is the only one of its type across a very wide area
of Victoria. The program has created lasting change and value for the communities and the participants
it serves. I was therefore quite concerned to learn that, despite its long-running nature and bipartisan
support, the Andrews Labor government has not signed contracts or seen fit to fund this program going
forward. I really would strongly assert that this needs to occur.
BAYSWATER PRIMARY SCHOOL
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater) (09:49): With the new year, hundreds of students across my electorate
are going back to school, with many having started in prep late last month. I have very quickly
discovered that one of the best parts of my job is to meet the new and excitable preppies on day one,
and my first stop was Bayswater Primary School. While there, I was able to hand over a pretty nifty
bag of free books, courtesy of a wonderful government initiative, which really put a smile on the kids’
faces and set them up with plenty of fun reading for the coming weeks, which the parents were equally
excited about. In addition, I would like to thank the principal, Brooke Cross, for having me on what
was a busy day for all involved.
BAYSWATER NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Mr TAYLOR: It was also great to celebrate the new school leaders at Bayswater North Primary
School, where I was suitably impressed with the speeches given by incoming school captains, Jake
and Jessica. They, along with all of the other captains, indeed have bright futures ahead of them, and
I wish them the best on their continued journey at school and in leadership. I thank the principal, Cathy
Jones, for having me along.
HEATHMONT COLLEGE
Mr TAYLOR: Finally, it was again wonderful to be out at Heathmont College to recognise their
new school leaders, Rehana Egobi, Emily Kefford, Rhys Miller and Emily Thompson, and speak to
them about what leadership means to me. I can tell that the school will be well served with the new
leadership team. It is well-served musically as well, with a great performance put on by Claire
Pickering, and there was a touching welcome to country from Ebonee Rickets. The school is absolutely
stoked about the delivery of their new competition-grade gym and the implementation of their positive
education learning model, which I know the Minister for Education has been a strong supporter of.
This $5.5 million investment at the school will ensure the young people there get every opportunity,
and I am looking forward to working with the school to deliver this exciting project.
MAX CAMERON
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (09:51): I rise to pay tribute to a stalwart of the Liberal Party
in the South-West Coast electorate, Max Cameron, who passed away suddenly on 9 February. Max
was a true gentleman and probably typical of the type of bloke you would find in a small country
community—always up for a chat, capable, practical and available to help whatever group or
organisation needed him.
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Max was involved in everything you could think of and did not let his health problems get in the way
of being involved in his community. He was a member of the CFA and he was actively involved in
the Yambuk Rifle Club, the Port Fairy Cemetery Trust and, of course, the Liberal Party, which is how
I got to know Max and his wife, Maria. What I loved most about Max was his dry wit and his humour,
which would always be quickly slipped in during conversation. He always made me smile.
Max offered many sage words of advice prior to and since my election to this role. He was always
prepared to help, and I knew I could always drop in and have a chat and a cuppa. He and Maria worked
tirelessly during my by-election campaign, providing huge amounts of support during that election
campaign and during the last election. Max stood on a polling both for almost the entire day and has
been incredibly active in the Port Fairy branch of the Liberal Party for many years.
I know he will be dearly missed by everyone who knew him. I offer my deepest condolences to Maria
and his family. Vale, Max Cameron.
ROYAL COMMISSION INTO MENTAL HEALTH
Mr HALSE (Ringwood) (09:52): I rise to discuss the establishment of the Royal Commission into
Mental Health. I commend the Minister for Mental Health for taking the bold move of establishing
this royal commission. One in five Victorians in any given year will experience a mental illness, and
45 per cent of Victorians during their lifetime will be diagnosed with a mental health condition. Sadly,
20 000 Victorians last year attempted to commit suicide. Maroondah Hospital manages and deals with
the majority of acute mental health presentations in my electorate. Nearly 2000 mental health triage
calls are received every month. As we wait for the findings of the mental health royal commission, we
know that there are some things we can do right now. Our system needs more dedicated mental health
emergency services workers to take the burden off police and paramedics, and we need an expanded
graduate training program. I look forward to working with the minister and this government to see that
the findings of the mental health royal commission make the provision of services to those suffering
from mental health conditions better in this state.
MIRBOO NORTH ITALIAN FESTA
Mr D O'BRIEN (Gippsland South) (09:53): It is festival season in Gippsland, and two of South
Gippsland’s biggest were huge successes again this year. The Mirboo North Italian Festa was
originally a small celebration commemorating the feast of St Paul, but in 2016 a group of Mirboo
North and Thorpdale ladies decided to breathe new life into it—and what a success it has become.
Celebrating all things Italian, but especially food, the festa this year attracted an enormous crowd,
estimated at 15 000 people. Congratulations to the organisers, the St Paul’s Catholic Social Club and
Boo Events, for a wonderful festival.
MEENIYAN GARLIC FESTIVAL
Mr D O'BRIEN: Meanwhile, it was BYO breath freshener as a record 8000 people attended the
third Meeniyan Garlic Festival on Saturday. A celebration of Gippsland produce based around the
humble garlic bulb, the festival featured cooking demonstrations, entertainment, workshops, tastings
and traditional children’s games. Highlights were the garlic beer, garlic ice cream and garlic
milkshakes—yes, they are all better than they sound. Congratulations to David and Kirsten Jones and
their army of volunteers, who brought so many people to our beautiful region.
ROSEDALE POST OFFICE
Mr D O'BRIEN: Congratulations also to the Rosedale post office, which has celebrated 160 years
of service to the people of Rosedale and district. Rosedale mail services began with a Cobb and Co
station in 1859, along with a packhorse service passing through from Port Albert to Walhalla, before
the town post office was built. Current managers Peter and Vic Moody have run the post office for
10 years, providing essential postal, banking and retail services to the town and surrounding district.
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ROSEDALE BUSHFIRE
Mr D O'BRIEN: Finally, thanks again to our wonderful CFA volunteers and all the staff from
Forest Fire Management Victoria and other state agencies for their efforts on the Rosedale fire, which
only on Sunday was finally declared safe.
ST JEROME’S LANEWAY FESTIVAL
Ms HALL (Footscray) (09:55): I rise to commend everyone who participated in making this year’s
St Jerome’s Laneway Festival in Footscray a huge success. Live music is an important part of
Footscray’s unique and colourful culture. It is celebrated throughout the electorate, from informal
settings like the buskers at the Footscray station overpass to our beloved cultural icons, the Reverence
Hotel, the Footscray Community Arts Centre and Pride of Our Footscray.
I note with sadness that the Reverence Hotel will be closing its band room after experiencing
development pressure. As the member for Footscray I will do what I can to support live music venues
in our vibrant city. Our own Footscray-Yarraville City Band has completed a historic tour of Europe,
performing The Silent Anzac, which was inspired by the discovery of a drum in their storeroom dating
back to World War I. Their tour commemorated the centenary of the armistice. They visited schools
and countries including England, France and Belgium, sharing a history and legacy in a way that is
accessible to audiences of all ages and walks of life.
It makes perfect sense to me that Laneway is now at home in Footscray. It attracts huge crowds due
to the absolutely stellar line-up it attracts. Congratulations must go to Maribyrnong City Council for
helping to stage such a massive festival. Admiration and appreciation must also go to Footscray’s local
small businesses, who kept the throngs of people fed, watered and happy. To all the festival volunteers,
congratulations.
PRAHRAN ELECTORATE HOMELESSNESS
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (09:56): I rise to speak on homelessness, which is the number one issue
that is raised with me by residents of the Prahran electorate. Our community cares about people in
need, and we want solutions. There are over 80 000 people on Victoria’s public housing waiting list,
hundreds sleeping rough each night and many more in unsecure accommodation.
The solution is clear. We need a big build of public housing and support for people to maintain those
tenancies. But under this government Victoria spends the least on social housing out of all states. And
under its renewal plan, in Bangs Street, Prahran, we know it will add over 200 to 300 private units to
the site. But it will only increase the number of public housing units by around 12, and it will
potentially actually reduce the number of public housing beds overall on the estate. That is privatising
around 70 per cent of the estate. For a progressive state this is absolutely shameful.
I welcome the government’s change of tack in announcing a build of 1000 new public housing units,
including some in the City of Stonnington, despite having previously claimed that privatisation was
the only way to fund new homes. Certainly there is capacity on the Horace Petty estate in South Yarra
to build more homes. But this is a drop in the ocean of what is needed. To end the homelessness crisis
we need more public housing and we need better public housing, not a sell-off plan. I urge the
government to abandon its public housing sell-off and make every new unit on the Bangs Street estate
public housing, and build more public housing in the Prahran electorate to help end homelessness.
WALKING OFF THE WAR WITHIN
Ms ADDISON (Wendouree) (09:58): I rise to draw attention to Walking off the War Within, an
annual Ballarat community event to raise awareness of depression, PTSD and suicide. It is held in
memory of Nathan Shanahan, a returned solider and firefighter, and other fallen servicemen and
women who have taken their own lives after battling mental health issues. In April 2015, Nathan
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walked from Mildura to Adelaide—over 400 kilometres—carrying a 28-kilogram pack to raise
awareness and funds for PTSD and depression.
Sadly in 2016, 2866 Australians took their lives, and Nathan was one of them. Three months later
Nathan’s sister Felicity Preston and two of Nathan’s mates came up with Walking off the War Within.
The community walk will be held on Saturday, 23 March, at 9.00 a.m. at St Patrick’s College. I
encourage the community to support this important event, and would welcome the attendance of other
members. In the last six months 84 returned service people have taken their lives on Australian soil.
Let us shake off the stigma and support our defence forces and emergency services personnel. I am
proud to support this event and congratulate the organisers and all involved for bringing these issues
to the public’s attention.
SANDRINGHAM ELECTORATE SCHOOLS
Mr ROWSWELL (Sandringham) (09:59): I rise to celebrate the achievements of young people
within the Sandringham district. Over the past week I have had the privilege of being a judge for the
Sandringham Lions Club Youth of the Year program. The award seeks to recognise and honour young
leaders who go above and beyond to make our community a better place. I applaud the efforts of all
three students—namely, Yash Patwardhan of Melbourne High School, who was the overall winner;
Meg Nicholls of Sandringham College, who was awarded best public speaker; and Zac Angus of
Mentone Grammar, who represented his school with distinction. Their thoughtful and considered
responses are a testimony to the capacity that young people have to engage with the contest of ideas
and contribute to public debate. As I said in my maiden speech, young people are the leaders that we
need today, and last night courageous and inspiring leadership was most certainly on display.
Over the course of this month I have met with 17 of the Sandringham district’s 21 schools. From the
meetings I have had with the school principals so far, it is clear to me that these communities are
acutely focused on preparing students to meaningfully contribute to their community once they leave
school. I was particularly pleased to visit Stella Maris Catholic Primary School in Beaumaris, where I
attended school many years ago, and speak with the grade 6 class in preparation for their visit to
Canberra in a week’s time.
GEELONG WIND TURBINE MANUFACTURING
Mr EREN (Lara) (10:01): Last Thursday I was pleased to join the Premier, the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change and my local colleagues, the member for Geelong and the member
for South Barwon, to visit the former Ford manufacturing site in my electorate. We were able to
announce that wind power will be creating new manufacturing jobs in Geelong. Victoria is the
renewable energy capital of our nation, and thanks to this new facility we will be putting Geelong at
the centre of it.
International company Vestas has partnered with local Victorian contractor Marand to build wind
turbines for the Berrybank and Dundonnell wind farms. This facility will form part of the Vestas
renewable energy hub, and it will be responsible for the assembly of 100 turbine hubs and 50 drive
trains for the 180-megawatt Berrybank wind farm and the 336-megawatt Dundonnell wind farm.
The hub will employ more than 20 people, train hundreds of local staff in wind turbine maintenance
and support local wind turbine manufacturing in Australia for the first time in over 10 years. This
partnership shows how our transition to renewable energy is good for the environment and good for
the economy, creating demand for local manufacturing skills and significant investment in the local
supply chain. The Ford factory was the centre of manufacturing in Geelong for so long. It is great to
see it get a new lease on life, building the energy technology of the future.
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GEELONG RSL
Mr EREN: I was also honoured to attend the RSL annual commemorative and wreath-laying
service for the Darwin Defenders at the Geelong RSL. This ceremony honours those who served and
died during the attacks in Darwin— (Time expired)
KOORNANG ROAD, CARNEGIE
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (10:03): Everybody in my local area knows Koornang Road,
Carnegie, is one of the best places to eat and recreate. It has some of the best cafes, restaurants and
takeaway shops—in fact they have been written up in good food guides all over the place. It is an
incredible activity centre, now with no more level crossings, a brand new station and community
space.
My partner and I walked down there on Saturday from our home—a short walk down to Koornang
Road—and they had the Lunar New Year festival. The Lunar New Year festival in Koornang Road,
Carnegie was incredible. You could barely fit on the footpath. There were many, many people and
families. Food vendors were showcasing their food out on the footpath. There was lion dancing and
music. It was fantastic.
I want to commend the traders, particularly Graeme Callen, the president of the Carnegie Traders
Association. He is incredible. He has been incredible for many years in revitalising that centre. There
is more work to do because we want to build some car spaces for patrons and for the traders, and we
are going to do that jointly with the traders, the council and the state government. So I am really, really
pleased with the Carnegie traders. I commend them as well as Carnegie Central and the other vendors
and businesses there.
MONASH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
Mr DIMOPOULOS: I also want to congratulate Monash Children’s Hospital on its first-year
anniversary the other day. They are an incredible organisation—fantastic doctors and nurses. All the
staff and the volunteers there do an amazing job for the state of Victoria.
CREATING OPPORTUNITY: POSTCODES OF HOPE
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (10:04): Australia is one of the world’s most prosperous
countries, enjoying the record run for sustained economic growth. Such success underscores the
requirement for a needs-based strategy to address inequality. Social impacts of inequality are known
and understood—higher crime, health problems, mental illness, lower educational achievements and
life expectancy—so a coordinated strategy to counter place-based disadvantage is in everyone’s
interest. We know where crime lives. Half of it is in the same place as disadvantage. Fifty per cent of
Victoria’s prisoners come from only 6 per cent of postcodes, so we need a coordinated strategy for
economic and cultural development, lifelong learning and jobs targeted at postcodes of disadvantage.
This is why I published Creating Opportunity: Postcodes of Hope in 2016 as a strategy to confront
causes and not continue the failed model of just treating symptoms because insanity, as Einstein rightly
noted, is doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results. We need to invest
in attitude, education and opportunity, attributes that largely determine we all end up in life, not just
continue to build bigger police stations, grander court houses and more prisons, because we cannot
simply arrest or imprison our way out of these problems.
This year marks the 20th anniversary since I founded the Global Learning Village model in
Broadmeadows to coordinate the three tiers of government, business and civil society to address the
price of inequality where it is needed most. Postcodes of disadvantage are bearing a greater burden
and complexity. Cultural blind spots and politics must be confronted. Change is also required— (Time
expired)
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CLAIRE MOORE
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (10:06): Congratulations to Victorian AgriFutures Rural Women’s
Award finalist Claire Moore. Claire is a Kyneton beekeeper and egg farmer who is working to address
declining bee numbers around the world by breeding queen bees that can adapt to a variety of climates.
All the best, Claire. We hope that you will follow in the footsteps of 2018 winner Melissa Connors,
also from Kyneton.
HANNAH LILFORD
Ms THOMAS: Congratulations to Hannah Lilford of Braemar College on being named a Spirit of
Anzac Prize winner. This fantastic award provides young Victorians with the opportunity to travel to
places where Australian men and women have made great sacrifices for future generations. This year
Hannah is one of just 42 students who have won a place by submitting an entry that considered the
impact of war on Australian society.
AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS
Ms THOMAS: Congratulations to Charles Sherlock on being named a member of the Order of
Australia in this year’s Australia Day honours. While I know Charles for all the work he does locally,
including as secretary of the Cool Country Men’s Shed, Charles’s AM is in recognition of his extensive
contribution to theological scholarship and as a member of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International
Commission. I would also like to congratulate all other local Australia Day award winners, including
Robert Renton, Jessica Cockerill-Wright, Shaylyn Blyth, Dr Jacqueline Ogeil, Jason Azzopardi, Ethan
Brown and the Malmsbury town hall 150th birthday celebration committee.
LIZ LEE
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) (10:07): I rise to pay tribute to longtime Bentleigh resident and
Bentleigh footy club tragic, the late Liz Lee. I met Liz in 2014 while campaigning with Justin Madden
to win the seat of Bentleigh. While we were standing outside the pavilion at Bentleigh reserve, Liz,
whom I had not met before, burst out of the double doors and literally dragged us into the clubrooms.
It was ladies day and the then Liberal member for Bentleigh was there, and as Liz explained to me,
she just wanted to see a bit of balance in the room. She did not quite put it as diplomatically as that,
but it was fair to say she was a strong supporter of our side of politics. It was a pleasure to be at the
celebration of Liz’s life last week at Bentleigh RSL, and it was great to see so many people there from
Bentleigh Football Netball Club, including Gary Matlock, who said, ‘Liz will always be fondly
remembered by our club community for her compassion, loyalty and willingness to fight for what is
right and fair and for taking care of the underdog’. Her friend Russell Holmesby said, ‘Liz Lee had a
strong and unrelenting sense of what was right. She was a person who was not afraid to voice her
opinion and had a great sense of community’. As a mother, she was on the executive of Parents
Victoria. Her work as a nurse was appreciated by all who came under her care, and she was strongly
supportive and involved with husband Rick and sons Andrew and Philip in local sport. She had a great
love for the environment and all issues that affected her country and local community. Our local
community will miss Liz greatly. Vale, Liz Lee.
PETER ADAMS
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) (10:08): I would like to take this opportunity to thank Peter
Adams, the former principal of Pascoe Vale North Primary School, who late last year announced that
he was retiring. Peter has been a stalwart of the Pascoe Vale North community for many, many years,
and I know my predecessor in this place, Christine Campbell, would also acknowledge that Peter has
been a great contributor and friend to the Pascoe Vale North community. In particular he has been a
great advocate for students with special needs and students with health needs, and over a long period
of time he has helped manage the needs of students in his school. Some of those families are known
to me, and I know that on their behalf they thank Peter also.
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Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
Mr SCOTT (Preston—Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Veterans) (10:09): I advise that the
government does not wish to proceed with the notice of motion, government business, today, and I
request that it remain on the notice paper.
Bills
OPEN COURTS AND OTHER ACTS AMENDMENT BILL 2019
Statement of compatibility
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety) (10:10): In
accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006, I table a
statement of compatibility in relation to the Open Courts and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2019.
In my opinion, the Open Courts and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2019, as introduced to the Legislative
Assembly, is compatible with human rights as set out in the Charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined
in this statement.
Overview
The Bill amends the Open Courts Act 2013 (the OCA) to ensure the principle of open justice, and the
fundamental value of transparency in the legal system, are further emphasised in the statutory regime for the
prohibition and restriction of the publication of information in court and tribunal proceedings. The Bill also
amends the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 (the CYFA) and the Judicial Proceedings Reports Act
1958 (the JPRA) in related ways.
The Bill recognises a balance between the need for open justice as against the need to protect other legitimate
interests of accused persons, victims and witnesses and the preservation of the proper administration of justice.
It gives effect to a number of recommendations in the independent review of the OCA by the Hon Frank
Vincent AO QC in 2016.
Human Rights Issues
In my opinion, the human rights under the Charter that are relevant to the Bill are:
•

the right to a fair hearing under section 24 of the Charter;

•

the right to freedom of expression under section 15(2) of the Charter;

•

the right to privacy under section 13 of the Charter;

•

the protection of families and children under section 17 of the Charter;

•

the presumption of innocence under section 25(1) of the Charter;

•

the right against arbitrary and unlawful detention under 21(2) and (3) of the Charter; and

•

the rights of children in the criminal process under section 23(3) of the Charter and in criminal
proceedings under section 25(3) of the Charter.

For the reasons outlined below, I am of the view that the Bill is compatible with each of these human rights.
Importantly, the amendments made by the Bill ensure the principle of open justice, and the fundamental value
of transparency in the legal system. These correspond to the Charter rights to a fair and public hearing
(section 24) and to freedom of expression (section 15(2)), which includes the freedom to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas.
Fair hearing (section 24) and Freedom of expression (section 15(2))
Section 24(1) of the Charter provides that a person charged with a criminal offence or a party to a civil
proceeding has the right to have the charge or proceeding decided by a competent, independent and impartial
court or tribunal after a fair and public hearing.
Section 15(2) of the Charter provides that a person has the right to freedom of expression, including the
freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas. This right is, however, subject to internal
qualifications set out in section 15(3), which provide for lawful restrictions reasonably necessary to respect
the rights and reputations of other persons, or for the protection of national security, public order, public health
or public morality.
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Under the OCA, suppression orders and closed court orders have the potential to undermine these rights where
the result is that hearings are not held in public, and information flows are restricted. Recognising this, the
following aspects of the Bill promote the right to fair and public hearing and freedom of expression under the
Charter by emphasising and enhancing open justice and transparency:
Purposes of OCA to include open justice
Clause 4 of the Bill amends section 1 of the OCA—which contains the OCA’s purposes—to insert a new
purpose of recognising and promoting the principle that open justice is a fundamental aspect of the Victorian
legal system which: (i) maintains the integrity and impartiality of courts and tribunals; and (ii) strengthens
public confidence in the system of justice.
Suppression and closed‐court orders constitute exceptions
Clause 5 and clause 12 of the Bill amend section 4 and section 28 of the OCA respectively. The essence of
these amendments is to make clear that suppression and closed court orders made under the OCA constitute
exceptions, based on necessity, to the operation of the principle of open justice.
Requirement to give reasons for suppression orders
Clause 8 of the Bill amends section 13 of the OCA. Clause 9 of the Bill inserts a new section 14A into the
OCA. The essence of these amendments is to impose a requirement on courts and tribunals to give reasons
for a suppression order made under the OCA. This seeks to ensure that any departure from the principle of
open justice is justified, as well as to impose additional rigour on the making of orders only where necessary.
Reasons will also assist parties seeking to challenge suppression orders.
Clause 9(2) provides limited exceptions to the requirement to give a statement of reasons. This includes an
exception for giving a statement of reasons for an interim order. This reflects that interim orders are often
made urgently on very limited information to ensure the preservation of the confidentiality of the material
that a party is seeking to suppress. It is consistent with other provisions in the OCA which provide an interim
order may be made without determining the merits of the application (section 20(2)). When a court or tribunal
makes an interim order, it must determine the application for the suppression order as a matter of urgency
(section 20(4)), limiting the time that an interim order will be in existence.
A further exception in Clause 9(2) is where giving a statement of reasons would render the suppression order
ineffective. Without this provision, a court could, in deciding to make a suppression order, be compelled to
provide a statement of reasons that make that suppression order ineffective, thereby undermining the very
purpose of making such an order.
As such, these provisions strike an appropriate balance between the right to freedom of expression with the
right to a fair hearing and protecting the privacy of the victim.
Suppression orders continue to operate during appeal periods and appeals
Clause 7 amends section 12 of the OCA to ensure suppression orders continue to operate, unless otherwise
provided in the order, until the expiry of any appeal period in relation the proceeding to which the order
relates, or if an appeal is made, until the determination of the appeal.
It should be noted that ‘appeal period’ is a well understood legal term that refers to the set period in which a
decision may be appealed (or special leave to appeal sought) without seeking an extension of time. If a
suppression order did not operate during this period it would result in a situation where the order would not
apply in the period between the lower court decision and the lodging or determining of any appeal. If a person
took advantage of this window to publish information that had been suppressed it would defeat the purpose
of the suppression order.
Restriction on making suppression orders where other provisions apply
Clause 6 amends section 8 of the OCA to prevent the inappropriate use of suppression orders when there are
other specific statutory provisions, such as under the JPRA, that could be used to prohibit or limit the
publication of information.
Privacy (section 13)
Section 13(a) of the Charter provides that a person has the right not to have their privacy, family, home or
correspondence unlawfully or arbitrarily interfered with. An interference will be lawful if it is permitted by a
law which is precise and appropriately circumscribed, and will be arbitrary only if it is capricious,
unpredictable, unjust or unreasonable, in the sense of being disproportionate to the legitimate aim sought.
The following aspects of the Bill are relevant to privacy:
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Publication of certain juvenile convictions at sentencing of adult
Clause 14 of the Bill interferes with the right to privacy by allowing, in limited circumstances, for an adult’s
juvenile convictions to be disclosed on sentencing. The disclosure extends to secondary disclosure, for
example media reports of the juvenile convictions of an adult offender disclosed in the sentencing remarks of
the judge. This is an exception to section 534(1) of the CYFA, which otherwise restricts the publication of
proceedings in the Children’s Court.
It is my view that any interference with privacy is neither unlawful nor arbitrary and as such does not constitute
a limit on the right to privacy. The disclosure of an adult’s juvenile convictions will enable the adult offender’s
crimes to be viewed in their proper context and will enhance transparency in the sentencing process. Further,
the discretion conferred upon a judge of the County Court or the Supreme Court to disclose juvenile
convictions at the sentencing of an adult is only enlivened in circumstances where that disclosure is necessary
for the proper context.
This follows from safeguards which provide, in effect, that the disclosure discretion is enlivened only when:
•

the adult offences are serious. Seriousness will be assessed on a case‐by‐case basis, and so no
definition of serious offences is included;

•

the relevant juvenile offences (to be disclosed) are sufficiently similar to the adult offences; and

•

the court is satisfied that disclosure is appropriate given the adult’s prospect of rehabilitation and
the number, seriousness, date, relevance and nature of any previous findings of guilt or convictions.

For completeness, I note I am of the view that children’s rights in section 17(2) (protection in best interests—
discussed further below) and section 23(3) of the Charter (providing a child convicted of an offence must be
treated in a way that is appropriate for his or her age) are not engaged by this new judicial discretion to disclose
adults’ juvenile offences. Those children’s rights exist for the benefit of children, not adults. (Refer to
section 3(1) of the Charter which defines a ‘child’ as a person under 18 years of age; and Baker v DPP [2017]
VSCA 58 [99]–[100]). Further, the CYFA restriction on the publication of Children’s Court proceedings—
in section 534 of the CYFA—will continue for the benefit of children.
Victims of sexual assault or family violence
Clause 15 and clause 10, respectively, amend the JPRA and the OCA to allow adult victims of sexual assault
or family violence, or those who as children have been subjected to such an offence, to opt for disclosure of
their identity.
Allowing victims greater choice over their personal information—here their victim status—is generally
consistent with the values protected by the right to privacy, which has been said to ‘protect[s] the individual’s
interest in the freedom of their personal and social sphere in the broad sense’: Kracke v Mental Health Review
Board (General) (2009) 29 VAR 1; [2009] VCAT 646 [619]–[620].
Therefore, I am of the view that the right to privacy is enhanced by allowing adults greater control over
disclosure of their victim status. Relevantly, a number of victims do not feel diminished by their experiences.
Regardless, they are currently prevented from talking openly about what has happened to them by measures
in the OCA and the JPRA which essentially prohibit disclosure of their victim status. Clause 15 and clause 10
make amendments to redress that situation. In situations where there is more than one victim, there are
safeguards to ensure the ongoing anonymity of a non‐consenting victims’ identity and hence their privacy.
Presumption of innocence (section 25(1))
Section 25(1) of the Charter provides that a person charged with a criminal offence has the right to be
presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law. This right places limits on imposing an onus on the
accused to prove that they are innocent.
Clause 15 inserts new sub‐section 4(1CA) in the JPRA that provides a defence for a person accused of
publishing anything that can identify an alleged sexual offence victim if they can prove that the matter was
published with the permission of a court or adult victim. I do not consider that the requirement is too
burdensome for an accused person. This permission would be something sought by the accused, and such
matters would be peculiarly in the knowledge of the accused. The evidence can be presented to a court and
tested in the normal way. It would be difficult for the prosecution to prove the matters giving rise to the
defence in the negative (e.g. that the accused did not have the permission of a court).
Right against arbitrary and unlawful detention (section 21(2) and (3))
Section 21(2) and (3) of the Charter provide that components of the right to liberty and security of the person
include the right not to be subjected to arbitrary arrest and detention, and the right not to be deprived of liberty
except on grounds, and in accordance with procedures, established by law.
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Clause 6(2) amends section 8 of the OCA to provide that a court or tribunal must not make a suppression
order that prohibits or restricts the publication or other disclosure of information which is already prohibited
or restricted by another Act. It also inserts new section 8(3) into the OCA that provides that a suppression
order is not invalid merely because it covers or partially covers subject matter that may have been prohibited
from disclosure by or under a specific legislative prohibition. This provision is intended to ensure that a
suppression order made in good faith by a court is not invalid merely because it covers, or partially covers,
subject matter that may have been prohibited from disclosure under a specific legislative prohibition.
New section 8(3) could mean that a person who publishes information could be liable for punishment under
the OCA as well as under the Act containing the specific legislative prohibition, which generally have lower
penalties than the OCA. However, the person shall not be liable to be punished more than once for the same
act or omission (section 51 of the Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984).
I am satisfied that these provisions will operate appropriately in this context. For example, the decision of
whether to prosecute a breach of a suppression order under the OCA rather than under another specific
legislative prohibition will be a matter for prosecutorial discretion. Prosecutorial guidelines require that a
prosecution must be in the public interest, and, as a public authority under the Charter, the Office of Public
Prosecutions is required to act compatibly with and give proper consideration to human rights.
In addition, if a suppression order is wrongly made by a court when a specific statutory prohibition provision
applies, section 15 of the OCA provides a broad power to review the making of the suppression order. People
likely to be charged with an offence under the OCA can seek a review of the appropriateness of the
suppression order.
Protection of children (section 17(2)) and Rights of children in the criminal process (section 23(3)) and
criminal proceedings (section 25(3))
Section 17(2) of the Charter provides that every child has the right to such protection as is in their best interests
and is needed by them by reason of being a child. This provision acknowledges that children are vulnerable
because of their age and are entitled to special protection.
Section 23(3) of the Charter, as noted, provides that a child who has been convicted of an offence must be
treated in a way that is appropriate for his or her age.
Section 25(3) of the Charter provides that a child charged with a criminal offence has the right to a procedure
that takes account of his or her age and the desirability of promoting the child’s rehabilitation.
I refer collectively to these rights as children’s rights.
Clause 13 of the Bill engages these children’s rights because it amends existing section 534 of the CYFA.
Section 534 promotes children’s rights by restricting the publication of proceedings in the Children’s Court
and so protecting young people from the detrimental effects to their rehabilitation resulting from permanent
identification as criminal or delinquent.
I am of the view, however, that clause 13 does not limit children’s rights because it does not change the
objective of section 534. It merely clarifies matters which are deemed to be particulars which identify a child
accused or offender (in section 534(4) of the CYFA).
Such clarification is necessary in circumstances where existing section 534(4) deems an extensive list of
particulars to lead to the identification of a person when they may or may not have such an effect in individual
cases. This unnecessarily limits freedom of expression (section 15(2) of the Charter—discussed above) by
circumscribing the freedom of the press to report on details of a court proceeding. Further, the amendments
seek greater consistency with the legislation in other jurisdictions (noting section 534(4) is broader than
analogous provisions in other jurisdictions), without the removal of the deeming provision entirely.
For completeness, I also note clause 13 makes amendments to section 534(4) of the CYFA to clarify that in
the case of an Aboriginal person, the name of a member of the Aboriginal community of the person is a
deemed identifying feature. This reflects the special ties of Aboriginal persons to members of their
community, and is consistent with the children’s rights of Aboriginal children, as well as their cultural rights
in section 19 of the Charter.
The Hon. Jill Hennessy, MP
Attorney‐General

Second reading
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney General, Minister for Workplace Safety) (10:11): I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.
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I ask that my second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.
Incorporated speech as follows:
Open justice is a fundamental principle of the Victorian legal system. It is essential to public confidence in
our legal system.
Transparency promotes the accountability of judges and magistrates, and protects their independence and
integrity. Open justice also protects those involved in the legal system, for example by ensuring that accused
persons in criminal trials are not tried in secret.
The public has a right to know what is happening in our courts. When someone is charged with a crime the
public has a right to know that they have been given a fair trial according to law. When someone is found
guilty of a crime, open justice ensures the offender is publicly accountable for their conduct. It vindicates the
rights of their victims, as well as the values of the general public.
People who are victims of crime should also able to tell their story. For some, this can be an important part of
their recovery. It can be frustrating to be stopped from speaking about what has happened to you.
However, there are some situations where publishing information about a court case can be unfair, or risk
harming victims or other parties. In these circumstances, restrictions on what can be published may be
appropriate.
While the need to balance these competing interests has long been recognised, the legal regime promoting
open justice must keep pace with community expectations and the realities of a rapidly changing media and
technology environment. It must also respond to the rapid change associated with the internet age, where
information about court cases can travel around the world in an instant.
Enforcing contempt of court laws and suppression orders in cases that attract international media attention is
a challenge for the Victorian legal system as well as other Australian jurisdictions. While the news might be
produced overseas, if it is published online it can be accessed in Victoria and risk the integrity of a trial.
Keeping our system relevant and responsive to this new environment is critical.
This Bill—which improves the suppression order regime in Victoria—is the first step in delivering on the
Government’s commitment to reform the Victorian justice system to protect and promote the principle of
open justice.
The Bill is in the same form as the Open Courts and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2018 that was introduced
in August 2018, but lapsed with the expiry of the 58th Parliament. This is the first stage of reform. Its
reintroduction underscores the Government’s commitment to overhaul Victoria’s suppression order regime.
To help us develop further reforms, the Government has also asked the Victorian Law Reform Commission
to report on the law relating to contempt of court, possible reform of the Judicial Proceeding Reports Act
1958, and the legal framework for enforcing suppressions orders and prohibitions on publishing information.
This report is due to be delivered by 31 December 2019.
The Government’s open justice reform agenda is driven by the recommendations of a review we asked the
Honourable Frank Vincent AO QC to conduct of the Open Courts Act 2013 and other laws restricting the
publication of information. The review made 18 recommendations to ensure that suppression orders are only
made where absolutely necessary. The Bill responds in full or in part to seven recommendations of the
Review.
The Bill will also amend section 534 of the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 to ensure that the
publication restrictions are targeted at avoiding identification of parties to Children’s Court proceedings,
without unduly limiting free reporting of these matters. This builds on the recommendations of the Open
Courts Act Review.
Emphasising the importance of open justice
The Open Courts Act currently only contains general presumptions in favour of disclosing information and
holding hearings in open court. The purposes section of the Act does not refer to the value of open justice.
These provisions do not adequately emphasise the importance of transparency in our legal system.
The Bill will amend the Open Courts Act to make clear that suppression and closed court orders are
exceptions, based on necessity, to the principle of open justice. It will amend the purpose of the Act to make
it clear that open justice is fundamental to the Victorian legal system. This will remind courts and tribunals of
the need to recognise and promote the principle of open justice when deciding whether to make a suppression
or closed court order.
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Reducing duplication of suppression orders
The Open Courts Act provides that it does not affect the operation of provisions in other legislation which
prohibit or restrict the publication of information. Section 8 of the Act includes a non‐exhaustive list of such
provisions.
The Bill will add a number of provisions to the list in section 8 of the Open Courts Act, for example,
provisions in the Judicial Proceedings Reports Act. It will also prohibit courts and tribunals from making a
suppression order under the Open Courts Act where any of the provisions listed in section 8 apply to
publishing the information. This will reduce the number of suppression orders being made under the Open
Courts Act where other legislation operates.
Giving reasons for suppression orders
The Open Courts Act does not currently require courts and tribunals to give reasons explaining why they
made a suppression order. Recommendation 6 of the Open Courts Act Review recommends that Victorian
courts and tribunals give a written statement of reasons for making each suppression order and that these
reasons be made publicly available (subject to any redaction or restriction necessary not to undermine the
purpose of the order). This will bring more rigour to the making of suppression orders and give the community
greater confidence in the workings of the legal system.
The Bill will partially implement this recommendation. It will amend the Act to require a court or tribunal to
provide reasons for making a suppression order, its duration and the scope of information covered by it. The
circumstances where reasons will not be required are limited, such as where an interim order is made or where
giving a statement of reasons would make the order ineffective.
As the form of giving reasons for a decision is different across courts and tribunals, and additional resources
would likely be required to support the giving of written reasons by all courts and tribunals, the Bill does not
require the statement of reasons to be in writing. The implementation of this requirement will be considered
in the next stage of reform.
The reasons given for making an order must be sufficient to explain and justify the terms of the suppression
order, but do not need to be of any particular length. This will strike an appropriate balance between the
community’s need to understand why information is concealed, and the need to ensure courts and tribunals
can conduct proceedings quickly and efficiently.
Courts and tribunals will be expected to make their reasons for making a suppression order available
according to their usual practice, such as by reading them out in open court or uploading them to a legal
database like AustLII.
Suppression orders continuing on appeal
The Bill will amend the Open Courts Act so that a suppression order will continue until the end of any appeal
period or the conclusion of an appeal unless the suppression order says otherwise or a court or tribunal varies
or revokes it. A court or tribunal hearing the appeal will also be able to vary or revoke the suppression order.
This reform will simplify the process for continuation of a suppression order following lodgement of an
appeal, by removing the expense and duplication associated with applications to continue suppression orders
for the period of the appeal. It also makes sure that sensitive information that a court or tribunal has decided
must not be published is not publicly disclosed as a result of the period between the trial ending and any
appeal, and ensures that suppression orders are not a disincentive to appeal in cases where the appeal court’s
suppression powers are narrower than those of the lower court or tribunal.
Juvenile convictions of serious adult reoffenders
The Children, Youth and Families Act prohibits the publication of the convictions of a young offenders
convicted in the Children’s Court. This aims to give young people an opportunity for rehabilitation by
avoiding the long‐lasting stigma of being known as a criminal. However, there is little reason to prevent the
community from knowing the juvenile convictions of hardened offenders who continue to commit serious
crimes when they become adults.
The Bill will amend the Children, Youth and Families Act to give the County Court and the Supreme Court
a discretion to publish relevant juvenile convictions when sentencing an adult offender. Once published by
the court, information about the adult offender’s juvenile convictions may be included in media reports.
Courts will only be able to publish this information where there is sufficient similarity between the juvenile
and adult offences, and where the adult offending is serious. The terms ‘serious’ and ‘sufficiently similar’ are
not defined in the legislation so the court can take all relevant matters into account.
Consistent with the recommendation of the Open Courts Act Review, a court deciding whether to publish the
juvenile convictions of adult offenders will also need to consider the adult’s prospects of rehabilitation and
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their criminal history. This will ensure that juvenile convictions are only released where there is a “continuing
and entrenched propensity” to commit further offending.
Enabling victims to tell their story
The Judicial Proceedings Reports Act prohibits victims of certain sexual offences being identified publicly.
Courts may also make suppression orders under the Open Courts Act to prohibit disclosure of the victim’s
identity or other information to protect victims of sexual and family violence offences. These laws can prevent
victims who want to speak openly about their experiences from doing so. In some cases, they have also
prevented media from identifying perpetrators.
Preventing willing victims from speaking publicly, through the media, about their experiences is inconsistent
with a legal system that respects and promotes the rights of victims. As the Honourable Frank Vincent
explained in the Open Courts Act Review, “An increasing number of victims reject the absurd notion that
they have been in any way diminished by the commission of criminal acts committed against them by another
and are prepared to have their identities disclosed. There seems to be no good reason why a person who adopts
this view, or an adult who has previously suffered abuse as a child, and makes an informed decision to do so
should not be entitled to opt for disclosure”.
The Bill will amend the Judicial Proceedings Reports Act to enable courts to make an order lifting the
prohibition on publishing the victim’s identity if the victim consents and there are no other reasons for the
information to be concealed. The Bill will also clarify the right of victims of sexual or family violence offences
to apply to revoke a suppression order under the Open Courts Act made solely on the basis of protecting their
identity.
As victims of sexual and family violence offences have special vulnerabilities, the Bill includes the safeguard
of making these processes available to victims once they are over the age of 18. The Bill also ensures that, in
cases with more than one victim, the identity of any nonconsenting victim will not be disclosed.
Although the process in this Bill for victims to apply to lift a suppression order or publication restriction has
been made as simple as possible, making a court application can still be challenging. More work will be done
in stage two of the open courts reforms to ensure that victims of sexual and family violence offences are
supported through this process, and their consent to disclosing their identities is actively sought in court
proceedings.
Other reforms to strengthen open justice
The Children, Youth and Families Act prohibits the publication of matters which identify a child or other
applicable person in a Children’s Court proceeding. The Act deems certain matters as likely to lead to the
identification of a person. This includes matters such as the physical description or the style of dress of the
child, or their political, philosophical or religious beliefs. This unduly limits reporting on cases by preventing
the publication of matters which may not actually identify a person in a particular case.
The Bill will narrow the list of matters deemed likely to identify a person to the name of the person or their
relatives and the name, address and locality of their school, home or place of work or training. If the person
is Aboriginal, a relative will be defined to include a member of the person’s Aboriginal community.
The media will continue to be prevented from publishing any detail identifying a person whose identity is
protected in the circumstances of the individual case.
Further reform
This Bill marks the first stage of implementing the recommendations of the Open Courts Act Review. The
reforms in this Bill are those that can be implemented immediately.
While this Bill is a significant step towards promoting a more open justice system, more work needs to be
done. We are working on a second stage of reforms addressing the remaining recommendations from the
Open Courts Act Review.
We have also asked the Victorian Law Reform Commission to review and report on Victoria’s contempt of
court laws, and whether they need to be modernised to enhance public confidence in the justice system and
allow for clearer enforcement. Our reference to the Commission is a critical part of our reform agenda, and
we look forward to the Commission’s report.
Promoting open justice is not just about legislative reform. It’s also about cultural change—changing the way
judicial officers, legal practitioners and parties think about suppression and where it is appropriate. For this
reason, the Government has supported and will continue to address recommendations of the Vincent review
aimed at educating the judiciary and fostering a dialogue between courts and the media.
Finally, the impact of the rapidly evolving online media landscape cannot be ignored. As the Government
progresses these stage two reforms, we will look for opportunities to update our suppression framework to
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account for the realities of international social media platforms, which escape jurisdictional boundaries and
present challenges to the effectiveness of domestic court orders. While acknowledging these problems are
difficult to solve, acknowledging them is essential to maintaining system credibility.
Openness and transparency are at the heart of the legal system. This Bill will reinforce the importance of open
justice while ensuring exceptions to that principle are made in limited circumstances when clearly justified.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (10:11): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned for two weeks. Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 6 March.
ENERGY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (VICTORIAN DEFAULT OFFER) BILL 2019
Statement of compatibility
Ms D'AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (10:13): In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006, I table a statement of compatibility with respect to the Energy Legislation
Amendment (Victorian Default Offer) Bill 2019.
In my opinion, the Energy Legislation Amendment (Victorian Default Offer) Bill 2019, as introduced to the
Legislative Assembly, is compatible with human rights as set out in the Charter. I base my opinion on the
reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview
The Bill amends the Electricity Industry Act 2000, the Gas Industry Act 2001 and the Essential Services
Commission Act 2001 to facilitate the implementation of key reforms committed to in the Government’s final
response to the Independent Review of the Electricity and Gas Retail Markets in Victoria, including the
introduction of a Victorian default offer providing a fair price for energy to households and small businesses,
and reforms to ensure energy retail contracts are clear and fair.
The Bill expands the circumstances in which the reserve pricing powers in the Electricity Industry Act and
Gas Industry Act can be exercised, and makes amendments to the powers of the Essential Services
Commission (ESC) to decide terms and conditions of energy retail contracts. The Bill will also empower the
ESC to monitor and report on the competitiveness and efficiency of the Victorian retail markets for gas and
electricity.
Human Rights Issues
Human rights protected by the Charter Act that are relevant to the Bill
The Bill does not raise any human rights issues.
Consideration of reasonable limitations—section 7(2)
As the Bill does not raise any human rights issues, it does not limit any human rights and therefore it is not
necessary to consider section 7(2) of the Charter Act.
Hon. Lily D’Ambrosio, MP
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change

Second reading
Ms D'AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (10:13): I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

I ask that my second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.
Incorporated speech as follows:
Energy is an essential service. It is central to our wellbeing and allows us to participate in social and economic
life. Access to affordable energy is vital for all Victorians. This Bill is a key part of the Government’s broader

BILLS
Wednesday, 20 February 2019

Legislative Assembly

package of reforms aimed at making Victoria’s energy retail markets simpler and fairer, and cutting the cost
of energy for Victorian households and small businesses.
The Bill will amend the Electricity Industry Act 2000, the Gas Industry Act 2001 and the Essential Services
Commission Act 2001 to support the implementation of key energy retail market reforms committed to in the
Victorian Government’s final response to the Independent Review of the Electricity and Gas Retail Markets
in Victoria (the Review).
In particular, the Bill makes amendments to facilitate the introduction of a fair price for energy—to be known
as the Victorian Default Offer (VDO)—to replace costly standing offers. This responds to a key
recommendation of the Review. The VDO will be a simple, trusted and reasonably priced option that will
safeguard consumers unable or unwilling to engage in the energy retail market.
Reviews of Victoria’s energy retail markets
In November 2016, the Victorian Government announced the Review to examine the operation of the
Victorian electricity and gas retail markets and provide options to improve outcomes for consumers.
The Review Panel, comprising Professor John Thwaites, Terry Mulder and Patricia Faulkner AO, provided
its report in August 2017. The Review Panel found that, despite more than 15 years of competition, Victoria’s
deregulated electricity and gas retail markets have not delivered the promised benefits to consumers, and that
Victorian householders are paying more than they should for energy. The Review Panel concluded that strong
intervention is required to ensure better outcomes for consumers.
These findings were given further support in the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission’s
(ACCC) final report on the Electricity Retail Pricing Inquiry, released in June 2018. The ACCC similarly
found that the deregulated electricity market has failed to deliver the intended benefits to consumers.
Importantly, both the Review Panel and the ACCC recommended the introduction of a regulated default offer
to replace costly standing offers.
The Government released its final response to the Review on 26 October 2018. The response supported all 11
recommendations of the Review, including to require electricity retailers to offer the VDO from 1 July 2019.
Implementation of the Victorian Default Offer
Section 13 of the Electricity Industry Act and section 21 of the Gas Industry Act provide a reserve power for
the Governor in Council to make an Order to regulate tariffs for sale of electricity or gas to prescribed
customers or a class of prescribed customers. The Bill amends these provisions to expand the circumstances
in which these powers can be exercised. It is intended that the VDO will be able to be given effect through an
Order under these provisions.
Currently, these powers can only be exercised based on a recommendation of the Australian Energy Market
Commission to the effect that price controls are warranted. Recognising that a broader range of information
should be able to inform a decision to regulate tariffs, the Bill makes amendments to provide that the Minister
for Energy, Environment and Climate Change may also recommend to the Governor in Council the making
of an Order based on a recommendation of Victoria’s energy regulator—the Essential Services Commission
(ESC)—pursuant to its new monitoring and reporting function, or on the basis of any other information
available to the Minister. It is intended that the ability to make a recommendation on the basis of any other
information available to the Minister will enable the Minister to, for example, recommend the making of an
Order based on the findings and recommendations of the Review Panel.
Recognising the significance of a decision to regulate tariffs, the Bill inserts a further requirement for the
Minister to consult the Premier and the Treasurer before making such a recommendation. These amendments
will ensure that the reserve pricing powers can be exercised more flexibly and be based on a broad range of
information, with appropriate requirements to ensure these matters are considered at senior levels of
government.
The government intends that the VDO for electricity will be offered by retailers to households and small
businesses from 1 July 2019. The ESC has been issued with Terms of Reference to provide advice to
government on a methodology and price for the initial VDO for electricity. It is intended that prices for the
initial VDO for electricity will be set based on this advice. For future regulatory periods, it is intended that the
ESC will be given powers to directly set prices for the purposes of the VDO.
Other reforms
The ESC has also been issued with Terms of Reference to review the Energy Retail Code to give effect to
important recommendations of the Review aimed at ensuring energy retail contract pricing arrangements are
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clear and fair. The Bill makes amendments to the reserve pricing powers and the ESC’s powers to decide
terms and conditions of energy retail contracts to ensure these recommendations can be given full effect.
The Bill also amends the Essential Services Commission Act to give the ESC a new function to monitor and
report on the competitiveness and efficiency of the Victorian retail markets for electricity and gas. This is in
response to a recommendation of the Review. The Review Panel recognised that a monitoring regime is vital
for efficient and effective market outcomes. The ESC will be able to exercise its information-gathering powers
under the Essential Services Commission Act to compel the provision of information to support it to perform
this important new function.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (10:13): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned for two weeks. Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 6 March.
ESSENTIAL SERVICES COMMISSION AMENDMENT (GOVERNANCE,
PROCEDURAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE IMPROVEMENTS) BILL 2019
Statement of compatibility
Mr SCOTT (Preston—Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Veterans) (10:14): In accordance with
section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 I table a statement of
compatibility in relation to the Essential Services Commission Amendment (Governance, Procedural
and Administrative Improvements) Bill 2019.
In my opinion, the Essential Services Commission Amendment (Governance, Procedural and Administrative
Improvements) Bill 2019, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with human rights as set
out in the Charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview
In 2016, a review of the Essential Services Commission Act 2001 (the Act) was conducted in accordance
with the requirements of section 66 of the Act. The Bill implements several of the recommendations of the
review including—
•

replacing appeals panels established under the Act with a review jurisdiction conferred on the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT);

•

enabling the Minister to nominate an additional Commissioner to act as Chairperson in the absence of
the Chairperson, or a vacancy in the office;

•

clarifying that the Essential Services Commission (Commission) has the function of reporting on certain
matters in relation to regulated industries if this is required under enabling legislation; and

•

providing for a further review of the Act to be completed by the end of 2026.

Human Rights Issues
In my opinion, the human rights under the Charter that are relevant to the Bill are:
•

the right to privacy as protected by section 13 of the Charter;

•

the right to take part in public life as protected by section 18 of the Charter; and

•

the right to a fair hearing as protected by section 24 of the Charter.

Right to a fair hearing
Section 24 of the Charter provides that a party to a civil proceeding has the right to have the proceeding
decided by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal after a fair and public hearing.
Division 1 of Part 2 and Part 3 of the Bill replace appeals panels established under the Essential Services
Commission Act 2001 with a review jurisdiction conferred on the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal
(VCAT). By adopting standardised procedures and drawing on existing infrastructure to conduct hearings,
this is likely promote the right to a fair hearing.
However, the Bill proposes two measures that will restrict VCAT’s ability to hear and determine applications
for review in this context:
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•

proposed clause 11AID of Schedule 1 to the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998
(VCAT Act) limits the evidence that can be considered by VCAT when the Commission’s decisions are
being reviewed to the evidence that can be considered by appeals panels under current regulation 16(2)
and (3) of the Essential Services Commission Regulations 2011; and

•

proposed clause 11AIE of Schedule 1 to the VCAT Act limits the orders that VCAT can make to those
already existing under the ESC Act under section 56(7) and restated with minor variations in new section
56 in clause 9.

To the extent that these restrictions might be considered to limit the right to a fair hearing, any limitation is in
my view reasonable and justified for the reasons set out below.
In the case of the restrictions on admitting new evidence, these are intended to promote better decision-making
by the Commission by encouraging an applicant to bring all pertinent material to the Commission’s attention
before the Commission makes a decision. Further, under proposed clause 11AID of Schedule 1 to the VCAT
Act, VCAT is able to admit new facts and materials as evidence if the applicant satisfies VCAT that the new
facts or material are materially relevant and could not have been placed before the Commission before the
Commission made the decision. This means that VCAT can ensure a hearing can occur in a fair manner.
In the case of the orders VCAT can make in disputes under the Act, the restriction of the scope of such orders
could be regarded as impacting on the ‘competence’ of the tribunal to the extent that it relates to the ability of
VCAT to grant effective remedies. However, the orders that VCAT can make will be effective as they are
tailored and appropriate to the matters in dispute which is reasonable and justified. Further, subject to section
61 of the Act, courts are also able to engage in judicial review of the matters in dispute.
Other rights engaged
Privacy (section 13)
Section 13 of the Charter provides that a person has the right not to have his or her privacy, family, home or
correspondence unlawfully or arbitrarily interfered with. An interference will be lawful if it is permitted by a
law which is precise and appropriately circumscribed, and will be arbitrary only if it is capricious,
unpredictable, unjust or unreasonable, in the sense of being disproportionate to the legitimate aim sought.
Clause 5 of the Bill amends section 38 of the Essential Services Commission Act 2001. Section 38 specifies
the circumstances in which the Commission can disclose confidential or commercially sensitive information.
If person claims it would cause detriment, they may apply for review by VCAT of the Commission’s decision
to release confidential information. Where these applications are withdrawn or dismissed, disclosure by the
Commission can occur. Similarly, VCAT can agree to the disclosure of the information but impose
restrictions on what information that can be disclosed. Because there is a right of review by VCAT, the right
to privacy is not limited because any disclosures arising under section 38 are not unlawful or arbitrary. To the
extent that section 38 might involve the disclosure of personal information, the clearly prescribed nature of
the provision and the decision-making safeguards which are built into it protect against any arbitrary or
unlawful interference.
The right to privacy is also engaged by clause 14 of the Bill, which deals with public reporting on regulated
markets. However, the Bill provides for reporting on regulated industries as a whole, rather than individual
participants in those industries. Further, participants in the industries concerned are typically corporations; as
noted in section 6 of the Charter, corporations do not have human rights. As such, to the extent that clause 14
might engage the right to privacy, in my view it does not limit that right.
Right to take part in public life (section 18)
The right to take part in public life in section 18(2)(b) of the Charter provides that ‘[e]very eligible person has
the right, and is to have the opportunity, without discrimination… to have access, on general terms of equality,
to the Victorian public service and public office’.
The right to take part in public life is engaged by the abolition of the Essential Services Commission Appeals
Panel. The members of the panel will cease to hold office. However, the right is not limited because the
members will be eligible to be appointed to VCAT if they are Australian lawyers or have special knowledge or
experience, and will continue to have the opportunity to access the Victorian Public Service and public office.
Robin Scott MP
Assistant Treasurer

Second reading
Mr SCOTT (Preston—Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Veterans) (10:15): I move:
That the bill be now read a second time.
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I ask that my second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.
Incorporated speech as follows:
This Bill will improve the operation of the Essential Services Commission (the Commission) and the Essential
Services Commission Act 2001 (ESC Act). The ESC Act establishes the ESC as the economic regulator of
Victoria's energy, water and transport sectors. It is important the ESC Act and the ESC operate effectively
and efficiently to promote good outcomes for Victorians.
The Bill implements the government’s response to the review of the ESC Act. The review was undertaken
by the Department of Treasury and Finance in late 2016, in accordance with section 66 of the ESC Act which
stipulates that the review had to completed by 31 December 2016.
The purpose of the review was to determine whether the objectives of the ESC Act were being achieved,
whether they remained appropriate, and whether the ESC Act was effective.
The review undertook targeted consultations with key stakeholders, including regulated industries,
government departments and agencies, and consumer organisations. The review concluded that the ESC was
working well as an economic regulator, but found scope to clarify its role and to improve governance,
procedural and administrative arrangements. The review made 10 recommendations, which the government
broadly supported, however not all recommendations require legislative change. The government response
was tabled in Parliament on 7 March 2017.
I will now provide an outline of the Bill.
The main feature of the Bill is to confer jurisdiction to hear reviews of Commission decisions on the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT), replacing the Essential Services Commission Appeals Panel (the
Appeal Panel).
Currently, a separate time-limited pool of appeal panellists are appointed under the ESC Act to hear and
determine appeals against a requirement, decision or determination of the Commission. The Bill will transfer
the Appeal Panel’s powers and functions to VCAT, the expert body for matters of administrative review in
Victoria. This will reduce duplication of infrastructure and resources in managing the appeals process and will
simplify the appointments process by utilising VCAT’s existing expert members in administrative review.
The current scope and grounds for appeal will be retained in the ESC Act. While ESC appeal matters will
largely follow normal VCAT hearing procedures, there will be slight differences, reflecting the particular
nature of the Commission’s decisions. Special procedural requirements will be provided for in Schedule 1 to
the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998. These include retention of existing restrictions on
what evidence can be introduced in an appeals, to ensure that material before VCAT in a review under the
ESC Act is limited to the material that was before the Commission at the time of its original decision. Existing
restrictions on the orders that VCAT can make in respect of a final decision will also continue to apply.
The Bill also enables the Minister to nominate a person to act as Chairperson to the Commission, as current
arrangements to appoint an acting Chairperson are administratively burdensome.
The Bill will also recognise that a significant role for the Commission is to publicly report on the market
structure and performance of regulated industries, which is currently provided for in other empowering
instruments.
Finally, the Bill will direct the minister responsible for the Commission to ensure that another review of the
ESC Act is undertaken by 31 December 2026 to ensure the ESC Act remains up to date and Victorians
continue to benefit from best-practice regulation.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (10:15): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned for two weeks. Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 6 March.
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Address to Parliament
GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed on motion of Mr BRAYNE:
That the following address, in reply to the speech of Her Excellency the Governor to both houses of
Parliament, be agreed to by the house:
Governor:
We, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria assembled in Parliament, wish to express our loyalty to our
Sovereign and to thank you for the speech which you have made to the Parliament.

Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (10:16): Thank you, Deputy Speaker, for the opportunity to speak on the
address-in-reply motion. Firstly, congratulations to you, Deputy Speaker, on your appointment, and to
the Speaker as well.
As many before me have commented in their address-in-reply speeches, it is a proud, humbling and
privileged experience to be elected as a member of Parliament and in my case to be re-elected for the
fourth time—I do not know where that time has gone. It is a really humbling experience. There are
probably not many more apt words that you could find other than ‘proud’ and ‘privileged’.
In terms of the Morwell electorate, obviously it was a very hotly contested election within the seat of
Morwell. There were 11 candidates, and I certainly commend the other 10 candidates who contested
the seat of Morwell. It was done, in my opinion, in a fair manner with a good exchange of ideas and
initiatives for the local community. To finally be elected after waiting for a period of days was certainly
a relief and a great thrill for me. Having said that, I am under no illusion. Given the fact that there were
11 candidates, my primary vote was around 20 per cent, and that is something that as an elected
member I am acutely aware of. I will make sure that over the next four years I work as hard as I
possibly can not only to ensure that I uphold the faith of those who put me number one on the ticket
but for the community more generally.
I also want to take an opportunity to congratulate all retiring members and those members who did
contest but lost their seats. It is not a nice experience, and I know there are a number of supporters and
families who are impacted when incumbent members are not returned to this place. But in saying that,
I certainly congratulate all members of Parliament who were elected and all candidates across the state
who actually had the courage of their conviction to stand up for what they believe in and have a go in
a democratic world.
To many members of Parliament who I became good friends with over the journey who are no longer
here, and certainly to Robert Clark, John Pesutto, Brian Paynter, Graham Watt, Lidia Thorpe, Dee
Ryall, Heidi Victoria, Andrew Katos, Peter Crisp and Michael Gidley, I wish all of those individuals
and their families all the best. We should make sure that as a Parliament we continue to put our arms
around and support those members who have left this place.
From a local perspective, it would be remiss of me not to reflect on how proud I am of my community,
particularly as we referred to the bushfire events in the last sitting of Parliament. We have an amazing
community. I remember that back in 2006, when I was first elected, in November of course and in
December we had a number of bushfires where homes were lost in my community. Unfortunately that
has been a constant throughout the last 12 years or so, with bushfires obviously in 2009 and also the
mine fire in 2014. When those types of events occur, the resilience of our community, the generosity
and the volunteerism are something. I am absolutely humbled to come and represent those people. I am
so proud to do so, and it is a privilege. In terms of the issues at hand, I guess for the Morwell electorate
it is really around employment and jobs. That is what people continually tell me. It is a source of
concern. The reality is our unemployment rate in Latrobe city is around 9 per cent, and in some
communities it is much more than that—for example, in the township of Morwell unemployment is
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just under 20 per cent. It is something we really need to reflect on. We need to find ideas about and
initiatives for how we address that, but we also cannot walk away from the fact that that is reality. To
give the government some credit, obviously there are some initiatives that they seek to advance in our
community that are very much welcomed. The establishment of Solar Victoria in Morwell, the GovHub
which will come on board in 2020 and the electric vehicle initiative that will also come to town are
really positive initiatives and announcements. It gives some help for our community that we can really
continue to turn our economy around. Making sure that out of all of those initiatives that we are creating
local jobs is absolutely imperative from our community’s perspective.
There is infrastructure being built. The Gippsland regional aquatic centre will soon start construction,
and credit is due to the state and federal governments for their contribution to the performing arts
centre in Traralgon. It is another great initiative. The Labor government has committed $217 million
to Latrobe Regional Hospital, which is a very much welcomed upgrade to that hospital as it continues
on delivering its health services. There is the coal-to-hydrogen project. So there are a number of
projects and infrastructure projects in the mix. That is really good, and we can talk about those in a
positive light, but again I make the point we have got to do all we can to ensure that local people, local
businesses, local contractors are having access to those important infrastructure projects and that
ultimately they will also deliver better services to our community.
Talking about jobs, I announced a policy prior to the election which is one I hope the government will
look at seriously. I am happy to work with the relevant ministers in trying to get it approved. Like
many communities across Victoria we have these barriers to infrastructure. For example, in the
Latrobe Valley we have a number of projects that are approved. Local people have spent a lot of money
getting approvals for projects that are sitting there ready to go, but getting that critical offsite
infrastructure such as water, sewerage, electricity, gas and roads to those particular sites is a massive
inhibitor. We have to break that nexus. The policy that I announced would do that. I talked about the
establishment of a $40 million Latrobe essential services fund. If we can somehow get these essential
service providers to access funding to deliver that offsite infrastructure to the site, it would be a winwin scenario. Not only would we see local infrastructure built but also local jobs, a boost to our
economy and money being spent in our community, and that is really critical.
The government obviously have some programs in place to support businesses and business attraction
to the region. Where that works effectively, it is most welcome. I will not go on about this too much
in my address-in-reply speech, but obviously when it does not work well it has a massive impact. I am
talking about government funding going towards Steelvision to relocate its operations to Morwell.
Steelvision are now in administration, and many local businesses and employees have not been paid
for services rendered, which has caused massive hurt in our community. People from the Premier
down are well aware of that particular circumstance. We have to make sure that if we are going down
that path there is vigilance, but even more so I think that better supporting our local businesses and
finding local jobs is absolutely critical. Further to that, I think that all levels of government—local,
state and federal—should be talking about creating jobs, looking at procurement policies and making
sure that where possible we are using local businesses and services. That is critical, as is having job
retention workers. We have lost too many businesses over the past four years. We have had businesses
close down without a whimper. Trying to give them the most support we can, knowing what services
are available to them, is critical. Having a job retention fund is part of that.
It would be remiss of me while talking about jobs not to talk about why employment is so critical. I
will not go on too long about it, but the closure of the Hazelwood power station and Carter Holt Harvey
have had a massive impact not only in direct employment but also in indirect employment. The reality
is there is less disposable income in our community now than there was before those closures. That is
the reality. The flow-on effects of that is that Hazelwood Pondage has not been utilised for a period of
time now. It has had a massive impact on local tourism, the local economy and recreational users. You
have got programs such as Saleability that are there to support local people with disability that have
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now not been running for months and months. They are the flow-on impacts that we have had with
respect to the power station closing and now the pondage not being open.
I have spoken in this place many times about our rail services. I understand there is investment in
infrastructure at the moment, but Gippsland commuters are still scratching their heads about what
benefits we are going to derive from these works that are happening on the line. Until we get a
dedicated line or passing loops on the Metro Trains Melbourne network, then my fear is that our
commuters will be no better off. We should look at things like incentivising Metro to get Gippsland
V/Line services to their stations on time as an immediate option whilst we look at the longer term
options of getting a pathway through the metropolitan network. I spoke about fares yesterday in this
place. There is inequity when it comes to fares for Gippsland commuters in comparison to not only
Metro travellers but also to other major regional centres across Victoria. I announced also before the
election a community safety policy that would make sure that our bus drivers, our V/Line staff and
people at bus and train interchanges are better supported and have a presence of protective services
officers being interchangeable right across the community and authorised officers on our buses to stop
fare evasion. They are the types of initiatives that have been well supported by our local community.
From a health perspective, I have mentioned investment into Latrobe Regional Hospital (LRH), which
is welcome, and I congratulate the government on their Royal Commission into Mental Health. I think
it is a really important inquiry that will be undertaken, and I have spoken many times in this place
about drugs and alcohol and the need for more beds for people who are dealing with drug and alcohol
issues. I appreciate the fact that there is an initiative in East Gippsland with the Hope Restart Centre,
and that is great, but the reality is that is only a starting point. We need more beds for people who are
dealing with drug and alcohol abuse in our community. The government has announced a facility for
Latrobe, but that is dedicated to youth, and I would like to see that extended in not only the capacity
for more beds but also having it open to all ages.
Another policy I announced before the election is in relation to men dealing with prostate cancer. We
have a part-time prostate care nurse at LRH and we really need to extend the hours for that particular
nurse. In terms of education, obviously the government’s free TAFE courses have meant an uptick in
students, but we do have to get this right in making sure there are enough teachers in the system and
that it is going to lead to real outcomes and real jobs for young people within our community.
The government has announced $6 million for redevelopment of Traralgon secondary college and
Latrobe Special Developmental School. The Latrobe Special Developmental School community is
very adamant that they want a standalone school, as they do have now, and I support them in their
endeavours with that as well.
Sport and recreation I think is another key point in our community, particularly in regional centres,
where sport and recreation clubs are the hub of many communities. Again I announced a policy before
the election in that if you look across all regional centres and in all regional municipalities, there is so
much work to be done in modernising our sport and recreation facilities. If we continue with the
existing programs, I just cannot see us addressing that problem in the foreseeable future. We have to
change the system. Within our community we pay significant coal royalties, which the government
has increased dramatically in the past few years, so my idea is that we use a portion of that to invest
into a Latrobe sport and recreation fund, where over a five-year period you could invest $25 million a
year and really make an impact in making sure we have modern facilities available to people of all
ages and all genders.
In closing, I just want to particularly thank the people who helped me during the campaign. We had a
number of people who came out and had not been on booths before. There was a lot of support from
the community, which I was most grateful for. As I have said, it was a tough election fight and there
were a lot of people obviously keen to win that seat, but to every single volunteer that helped, I really
appreciate it. Particularly my staff, Kirstie, Jo and Helen, have done a fantastic job over the past few
months. It has been fantastic.
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In closing, to family and close friends who have obviously endured a lot over the past couple of years
but stuck with me, I really appreciate their love and support in my returning as a member of Parliament.
Members applauded.
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) (10:31): Thank you, Deputy Speaker, and can I congratulate you and
the Speaker on your appointments. It is an absolute privilege to rise as the re-elected member for
Geelong for this address-in-reply. I do want to acknowledge the new members that are in this place
and in particular the Labor members of Parliament that have been elected. I think the Labor Party is
in a very good place both now and going into the future, and I congratulate all those new members.
I do want to thank the people of Geelong for giving me the opportunity to represent them again for
another four years under the Andrews Labor government. I want to begin by thanking the volunteers
who are ALP members, but also the supporters that came out and actually lined up to help in this
election to ensure a Labor victory. Many of them came from multicultural communities and women’s
organisations; there were working people and young people; and I was very proud to have the
Aboriginal community also coming out in support during the election. I want to thank my hardworking
Geelong campaign team, who worked tirelessly in the lead-up to the election. During the four years of
the last term they were committed to ensuring that they helped me deliver the Labor government’s
commitments, but they also got us through the election.
I do want to thank the Premier and the ministers, who supported me during the previous term and
leading into the election, for all the work and commitments they made in ensuring Labor values were
delivered not just in Victoria but also in my electorate of Geelong. The ALP campaign team; the
unions; the member for Corio, Richard Marles; and Simon Furey were all a great support to me, as
were our local state members, the member for Lara, the member for Bellarine, and a member for
Western Victoria Region in the other place, Gayle Tierney. And of course we are very proud of our
clean sweep in the Geelong region, which now includes a Labor member for South Barwon.
I do want to make a special thanks to my family. All of us in this place know how important family
is—the support that you need from them as a member of Parliament—and my family were behind me
100 per cent during the last four years and leading up to the election. Going into the election I had my
son come down from New South Wales, who flew in on the Friday night. He worked all day Saturday
and had to be choppered out on the Sunday to fight fires, so we did not really get a chance to spend
much time together, but I know how difficult it was for him, and I know he is committed to fighting
fires in New South Wales as part of the Indigenous ranger program. Another son came from rural
Victoria. I really do appreciate and want to acknowledge the support of family when we are going into
that election period but also during the term.
I do want to thank the clown that wanted to get even for what he did, and I will leave it at that.
My first term has been a great journey for me and has provided me with an opportunity to work with
many amazing people in the seat of Geelong—the organisations, the community groups, the unions,
the business community and different individuals, and I look forward to working with them during
this new term. We did what we said we were going to do, and that is why we were successful. I look
forward to continuing to advocate for the people of Geelong, and most importantly finishing what we
started and what we are going to deliver in terms of our election commitments.
Good education is a key factor to addressing poverty. We know that. I am very proud of our
commitment to ensuring students and their teachers get the best possible facilities. I want to thank the
Minister for Education for his commitment and passion and for listening to what was needed in
Geelong. All students should have access to a high-quality education, no matter where they live. In
our last term we commenced the rebuild of Geelong High School and Whittington Primary School.
We started the upgrades to Ashby Primary School, Barwon Valley School, Belmont High School,
Chilwell Primary School, Geelong East Primary School, Manifold Heights Primary School, Matthew
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Flinders Girls Secondary College, Newcomb Park Primary School, Newtown Primary School, Oberon
High School, Oberon Primary School and Oberon South Primary School.
Under the asbestos removal program we now have two outstanding new buildings at Fyans Park
Primary School and Tate Street Primary School. Ashby Primary School and Barwon Valley School
also received funding from the Inclusive Schools Fund. Newcomb Secondary College also received
$3.5 million from the Shared Facilities Fund. Schools also received maintenance funding totalling
over $6 million across the Geelong electorate. More than 709 students have benefitted from the State
Schools Relief program each year, so no family should have to worry about affording a uniform for
their child; and we delivered many breakfasts across schools in my electorate.
We also built and recently opened the new state-of-the-art Geelong Tech School. This is a great Labor
legacy for Geelong. Driving down Latrobe Terrace, you can see this magnificent building sitting there
at the Gordon TAFE. It is awesome, as the member for Lara just commented. It is exceptional. The
people of Geelong are just thrilled and the students using that facility are thrilled. It really is a great
Labor legacy.
During the election campaign we also committed $6 million to Newcomb Secondary College and
$3.2 million to Newcomb Park Primary School, to be delivered in this term of government, and an
additional $3 million to Geelong High School and Matthew Flinders Girls Secondary College to cover
the cost of asbestos removal.
We established the Geelong skills and jobs centre, and introduced 30 free TAFE courses and
apprenticeship and trainee courses at Gordon TAFE—and we are rebuilding Gordon TAFE. The new
30 free TAFE courses have commenced and there has been a great response at Gordon TAFE, which
we are really excited about. These courses open up real job opportunities, improving employment
options, particularly in industries where there is a skill shortage. We did what we said we would do.
Geelong’s grassroots sporting clubs play a significant role in our community, particularly with young
people. I am very proud of our ongoing commitment to female participation in sport, and I do want to
thank the previous Minister for Sport, the member for Lara, who is sitting beside me, for the work that
he has done.
We provided funding to upgrade St Mary’s football club, South Barwon football club, Geelong Touch
Football Association and many equipment and uniform grants and a lot more. We did what we said
we were going to do.
We have committed to major upgrades and developments at Geelong West Oval and Herne Hill
Reserve and upgrades to the Thomson Football Club, Newcomb Cricket Club, Newcomb Power and
many others. There is significant funding to finish stage 5 at Kardinia Park stadium, to complete the
Geelong Performing Arts Centre and of course to start our fast rail.
Geelong will soon benefit from the Andrews government’s commitment to a new women and
children’s hospital for Geelong. This is a groundbreaking project for the Geelong region. We had the
opportunity to take back the facility which was originally the old Baxter House—I was born there—
when the private hospital closed down, with notice of about 30 days. The then Minister for Health was
exceptional in her response. We found jobs for many of those workers, but we also made the
commitment to take back that facility and create a new women and children’s hospital in Geelong,
which is greatly needed. We know we have a growing population and we know that there is much
greater demand on our health services than ever before. We are looking forward to working through
that in the next year to ensure that that is delivered during this term of the Labor government.
I think the other important factor is the Royal Commission into Mental Health. This is a great initiative
of this government. Many, many families and individuals have spoken to me over the past four years,
highlighting the issues that they have to deal with in terms of our mental health services. We know
there are challenges there and we know that something has to change. Many of those families are
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telling me that they are very excited at the opportunity to be able to go before a royal commission and
talk about their experience and what needs to change. If we look at the Royal Commission into Family
Violence and the outcomes from that, I feel very confident that we will be able to make massive change
for our community in terms of mental health. This really is an exciting opportunity for people to be
able to go before that royal commission and tell their story. In January we had the consultations in
Geelong around the terms of reference, and I understand that the royal commission will begin in
March. I am encouraging people in my community to make submissions to provide evidence to that
commission to ensure that we make the change that is required in our communities. There is great
interest in that. I am delighted to also continue in my role as ambassador for Closing the Gap, and I
am very privileged to work with Aboriginal communities right across Victoria. It is interesting: at
times during the last term when I did visits interstate representing ministers, I noted that we are the
envy of every other state and territory in this country. The work that we are doing on treaty and selfdetermination is held in great regard across the many other states and territories. The Aboriginal
communities in those states and territories are very envious of what Victoria is doing, so I think that
indicates that we are on the right track and we are doing the right thing.
Moving around Victoria talking to communities about treaty and self-determination, I note that they
are very keen to be involved. As we know, the amazing Jill Gallagher is leading that work, and she is
doing an extraordinary job talking to the different mobs around Victoria and ensuring that they are
part of that process. I am very proud to be involved in that and talking to communities about where
the issues are. One of the big issues, of course, is the results of the Closing the Gap: Report 2019,
which was released on 14 February this year by the federal government. We know that we are not
meeting targets. Victoria is doing far better than other states in comparison, but we still have a very
long way to go. So I feel really privileged and honoured to be able to represent the Aboriginal
community when it comes to Closing the Gap and advocating to ensure that we are meeting the needs
of Aboriginal communities but ensuring that they are in control of what is going on.
With the Royal Commission into Family Violence, we are seeing the 227 recommendations being
rolled out, and I am very pleased that we are now back in government to continue that work that we
started in the previous term. In Geelong, The Orange Door has now opened. It is working exceptionally
well. It is a wonderful service for Geelong, and it is greatly appreciated.
I note our commitment to the introduction of the wage theft bill and the manslaughter bill. In my
community, which is a very working-class community, we have seen lives lost over the years. We are
very proud of this legislation and, in working with the unions and the Geelong Trades Hall, we are
very supportive of those bills coming into this place. We did what we said we would do, and that is
why the people of Victoria and the people of Geelong supported the Andrews Labor government. I
think we can be very proud. I know in Geelong we are very proud. People have been very keen to see
a Labor government returned, and that is exactly what has happened. I am very proud of our
achievements in the last term, and I am looking forward to ensuring that all our commitments are
delivered in the seat of Geelong.
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (10:45): I am again honoured to have been elected as the member for
Eildon in what is still a relatively new seat, having been created in 2014 as a result of the redistribution
and, prior to that, having been the member for Seymour and finding my seat was to be abolished. I am
also privileged to now hold the role of Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party and to have the shadow
ministries of education, regional cities and youth affairs.
I just want to comment on the election to start. Our campaign and that of my opponents were run very
respectfully, and I think everybody involved really appreciated that. Somebody described our pre-poll
as a little bit more of a garden party because we shared and erected a marquee and made sure that
every night we all worked together to pack up and move the tables and the chairs. People brought food
along and rotated whose turn it was to bring food, and that was done very respectfully. I think at the
end of the day and in the wash-up it was appreciated by all the candidates and the volunteers who
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worked very long hours to make sure that the pre-poll was manned. In the main I think that was
reflected on election day. There were a few little hiccups on a number of booths, probably mostly to
do with upper house signage, but that may have been an issue for other seats as well.
The Eildon electorate is really a wonderful place to live and work, and my roots are well established
in that area. On my father’s father’s side we established ourselves in that area in the 1840s in and
around Yea and have maintained that connection ever since. The property that I now live on has been
in the family’s name since 1850, according to my cousin—and I take her to be a very reliable source.
On my father’s mother’s side they probably went to the area of Buxton around the 1850s, so my heart
and soul has been very much connected to this district for such a long time.
I think it is one of the most beautiful electorates in the state. It has so many small communities. There
are no large towns. The largest towns are Healesville and Mansfield, which are actually quite small in
the scheme of this state, but there are many, many small communities. It is a beautiful natural
environment. It has the Goulburn River, Melbourne’s green wedges, the high plains, the Yarra Valley
and the Yarra Ranges, and of course it is all hinged around the centrepiece, Lake Eildon. There are
also snowfields—at Mount Buller, Lake Mountain and Mount Donna Buang. There are four local
government areas in the electorate of Eildon—Murrindindi, Mansfield, Yarra Ranges and
Nillumbik—so that keeps everybody on their toes. We have the Great Dividing Range, which
separates the Taungurung from the Wurundjeri.
The main industries in the electorate are agriculture and tourism. These are essentially small businesses,
and I think it is so important that our agricultural sector is protected. We have had issues with farmers
and the right to farm. The state relies very heavily on the agricultural sector, which provides what we
eat and drink, and I think that as the population of the state of Victoria grows we need to make sure that
these areas have secure conditions so that they can continue to farm and that water is available. Although
the Murray River might seem to be a long way away, the Goulburn and its tributaries which flow
through the heart of Eildon are very much part of the Murray-Darling Basin plan, so things that happen
through that Murray-Darling Basin plan actually mean a lot. Getting on top of weeds and pests is also
something that is really important for the agricultural sector. We have wonderful vineyards up in the
Delatite but also in the Yarra Ranges and in Nillumbik. In Murrindindi, not far from my home, we have
some very lovely vineyards, and Sedona comes to mind quite quickly. What has developed more in the
Yarra Valley over time is the fascination with other beverages. We have got tea coming along, but we
have also got Four Pillars Gin, which has really taken Healesville by storm. It has created a real addition.
The chocolatier is now overflowing with visitors. It is an amazing business venture. These sorts of
ventures really need to have the right conditions. They need to work with council so they can be
established and flourish. There have been a lot of hiccups along the way with the establishment of some
businesses and what they need to do. It is important that local governments work well to support them
as well as the state government so they have the right conditions.
There are certainly opportunities for growth. As I have said, we have got wonderful rivers, ranges and
the lake. There is an opportunity to make Lake Eildon a real centrepiece and increase the tourism
opportunities there. Some work is being done, but there is a lot more that could be done. Work could
be done to help people as they age to still enjoy recreational opportunities.
It saddens me to see our national parks locked up. It makes it more and more difficult for people to
access them. A lot of the tracks that used to go through are now overrun with weeds and you need a
machete to get through in some areas. A pre-election commitment that the shadow minister at the time,
the member for Ferntree Gully, and I made at the time was about establishing a feasibility study to
look at a track between Healesville and Eildon. That track would have been something along the lines
of the Overland Track in Tasmania. It would be for really serious bushwalkers. There are opportunities
in the electorate for those sorts of ventures.
One thing that has been very noticeable in the last four years while I have been in opposition has been
the city-centric Labor government, and I fear it will become more so. Its arrogance has certainly been
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evident so far. The opposition has to try to keep the government on its toes and make sure it delivers
what it says it is going to do, and it also has to give the required scrutiny. A lot of the changes that are
being made are making it more and more difficult for this scrutiny to take place. We have seen already
with regard to the Malvern sky rail that the government says consultation is not needed. It says, ‘We’re
just going to show you what you need’. I think that sort of approach is fraught with danger. We saw it
in my electorate with the north–south pipeline. It said, ‘Here’s what we need’. Consultation was
minimal, and there was lots of angst and heartache for many people.
In looking at the money that is available to the government it is interesting to note that there is some
$26 billion extra that the Labor government has had to spend, with the sale of assets totalling some
$1 billion. That is significant. We have had the sale of the port of Melbourne, the Snowy Hydro and
the land titles office. That has brought in another $15 billion. GST has brought another $4.9 billion,
with another $6.2 billion in taxes, which makes Victoria the highest taxing state in the country.
Certainly in the country we would like to see a little bit more of this money, which has been very much
dedicated to the city.
The roads in my electorate are in an appalling state. The Melba Highway, the Warburton Highway,
the Maroondah Highway and the Goulburn Valley Highway are all key roads. The Melba Highway is
the major north–south route for freight and tourism. On all roads there are opportunities for additional
slip lanes. Certainly on the Goulburn Valley Highway and the Maroondah Highway there are
opportunities for more overtaking lanes. As Melbourne grows the tourism sector is also growing.
People are starting to venture out of Melbourne, and a lot of them are visiting my electorate. But the
roads really need to keep up. We have got issues with speed limits and with wire rope barriers, but
there are also potholes and maintenance issues. We also have intersections that are causing some grief.
At Healesville, at the corner of the Maroondah Highway and Badger Creek Road, VicRoads seems to
think that it is fine and dandy, but everybody in the town of Healesville will tell you otherwise. You
can sit in one of the coffee shops and watch the near misses and the accidents and the barriers that are
collected on a regular basis. A lot of work needs to be done in this area.
With our parks, as I mentioned earlier, there are opportunities. Our parks are being overrun by pests
and weeds. The blackberries in some areas are enormous. The rabbits and foxes are really getting out
of hand in some places. We had the dreadful situation of the Badger Weir picnic ground being
damaged by storms in October 2016. Two and a half years later it is not yet open, and I find it extremely
worrying that a Treasurer’s advance was required to put up the funding. That only became available
prior to the election when the Labor government thought it needed to take some action in this area. I
was quite staggered to see a Treasurer’s advance being used; they are usually held for issues that are
urgent and unexpected. When you look through the items that are on the list, it is about filling gaps
and plugging holes that had become an election issue for the government.
We made a lot of election commitments, and some of these were matched by the government. It is
great to see that the state, federal and local governments have all got behind the Warburton mountain
bike hub, which offers a wonderful tourism opportunity. There is the re-establishment of the Yarra
Valley heritage railway link between Healesville and Yarra Glen, which is also supported by all three
levels of government. In Mansfield some major works are happening at the school, but there is an
opportunity also to turn a not-as-useful one-court stadium into a competition grade dual-court stadium.
I think the government really needs to help with the extra $3 million that is required to give Mansfield
this real kick on. It was a commitment that we made, and I would really like to see the government do
the same thing.
At the Kangaroo Ground Primary School the coalition committed to an almost $4 million major
upgrade. At the minute that is not on the government’s program of works. Certainly a lot of work can
and should be done at this primary school.
School speed signs are something that I have been on about for quite a number of years, and I made
election commitments about them prior to the 2014 election. We have finally got the signs at Woori
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Yallock, although we are still waiting for the electronic speed signs at Wesburn. The Yarra Valley
Soccer Club, the only soccer club in the Upper Yarra, certainly needs help getting established and on
its feet.
In terms of education, I know that there is a lot to be done to improve literacy and numeracy. In the
last budget the government announced that they would no longer fund capital upgrades for Catholic
and independent schools. There was a $1.3 billion allocation for upgrades to new schools and existing
schools, but there was not one dollar for Catholic and independent schools, which educate 37 per cent
of Victorian students. I do not think that is particularly fair. The Liberals believe in choice in education,
and that means empowering communities to choose how their children are educated.
There is a lot to be done, and I will absolutely continue to be a loud voice. I know last time I often got
bagged by members of the government for continuing to raise issues that were very important for my
electorate, but the voters in my electorate can be sure that I will continue to do that.
Finally, I had so many families and friends who helped with the election. They had signs, they stuffed
envelopes, and we had volunteers on the pre-poll and on the polling booths who really did a wonderful
job. I had extraordinary staff who have stayed with me for the whole four years and who were there,
and I thank them greatly. My electorate council did a fabulous job.
As I have said, there are so many family and friends that I really want to thank. I want to thank Jacky
and Di for holding off their wedding to the week after the election specifically so that it would not
interfere with my campaign. I thank them dearly for that. I thank also my colleagues, who were a
wonderful support. I had former members of Parliament that also helped me. It is fabulous being the
member for Eildon, and I look forward to being a strong advocate over the next four years.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
VENTURA BUS LINES
Mr M O'BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (11:01): My question is to the Minister for
Public Transport. As reported in the Age on 18 October 2018, the state government intervened in a
private industrial dispute between Ventura Bus Lines and the Transport Workers Union and that, as a
result of that intervention, ‘the peace deal may have cost taxpayers tens of millions of dollars’.
Minister, how much taxpayer money has your government spent in settling a private dispute between
a business and a union?
Ms Allan interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I ask for the Leader of the House’s cooperation in the smooth running of
the house. The Minister for Public Transport.
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport)
(11:02): Thank you very much, Speaker, and I would like to thank the Leader of the Opposition for
his question. We have been involved in a number of conversations about reforming the bus networks
across metropolitan Melbourne, because we are putting the passengers back at the heart of the system.
We actually make no apology for working with operators to improve and modernise the transport
network.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition.
Mr M O'BRIEN: On a point of order, Speaker, the minister completely failed to address the
question in relation to the cost to taxpayers of this intervention, and I ask you under sessional orders
to require the minister to answer the question in writing, as you are empowered to do.
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The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition is referring to sessional orders that were in
place under the previous Parliament. The sessional orders that have been adopted by this Parliament
do not provide me with the power to require a written response from a minister.
Mr M O'BRIEN: On a further point of order, the minister was being completely unresponsive to
the question, and it will make a farce of question time if this Parliament—if you, Speaker, are not
empowered to require a minister to address a question. I ask you to exercise your inherent powers as
Speaker to require the minister to answer a question.
Ms Allan: Speaker, this is a repeat of the earlier point of order, just as the question was a repeat of
questions last year. You have made very clear that the minister was being responsive to the question
that was asked. It is consistent with the question asked, which went to matters of bus contracting, and
the minister referred very clearly to how we were reforming bus contracts. I suggest that the Leader
of the Opposition’s repeat point of order be ruled out of order.
Mr Wells: On the point of order, Speaker, and the issue of the minister being relevant to the
question, the reason why the opposition asks questions is to obtain information. Now, you are correct
that in the last Parliament there was the ability for the opposition to be able to request you to ask the
ministers to provide a written response. The government in the last sessional orders debate removed
that very important sessional order, which means that the information we are trying to obtain is no
longer available, so the minister can say whatever they like. So I request, respectfully through you,
Speaker, that when you are ruling on the issue of the relevance of a question that has been asked by
the opposition you take into account the removal of that sessional order so that when you are ruling
on the issue of relevance that can be factored into your ruling, please.
The SPEAKER: Order! I understand the point of order that is being raised, but I do not have the
power to require a minister to write a written response.
Mr M O'BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (11:05): My supplementary question is to
the Minister for Public Transport. In the interests of full transparency and disclosure—
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! The first few question times of this new Parliament were conducted with
a degree of civility and respect that we would expect from members of this place. Yesterday and today
have not begun as well. I warn members that I will exercise the powers that have been provided to me
in the sessional orders to remove members from this place if they shout across the chamber. I warn
government members in particular while this question is being asked not to shout across the person
asking the question. Likewise, when the minister is asked to respond, I ask members of the opposition
not to shout across her.
Mr M O'BRIEN: Minister, in the interests of full transparency and disclosure—
Mr Eren interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Lara will leave the chamber for the period of 1 hour.
Member for Lara withdrew from chamber.
Mr M O'BRIEN: Minister, in the interests of full transparency and disclosure, will you today
release the criteria by which your government decided to spend taxpayers money to settle a private
dispute between a business and a union?
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport)
(11:07): Let me be clear here. We are proud to have reformed the bus network. We have put
$220 million back into delivering better bus services for more passengers. The longstanding practice
of bus companies for well over two decades has seen the state making a contribution to bus operators.
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Mr Wells: On a point of order, Speaker, the minister is clearly reading a document. I would ask
you to have her table that document.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! Government members!
Ms Ward interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Eltham is warned. Is the minister reading from a
document or referring to notes?
Ms HORNE: I am referring to notes.
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister to continue.
Ms HORNE: As I was saying, it has been a longstanding practice of governments over more than
two decades to actually work collaboratively with bus operators because we are about delivering more
bus services for more people.
Mr M O'Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, on a matter of relevance, the question specifically
went to the criteria by which public money—taxpayer money—was used to use settle a private dispute.
We are not talking about the contracts; we are talking about this specific case where the government
has stepped into a private dispute and handed over taxpayer money. The question is: what are the
criteria for doing so? The minister has not even begun to address that question. I ask you to bring her
back in the interest of relevance.
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is being broadly relevant to the question, but I do ask her to
come to answering the question.
Ms HORNE: Sorry, for the third time, I am saying that we are working with bus contractors. We
are using the mechanism of the contracts in order to deliver more services to more people.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: WEST GATE TUNNEL
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (11:09): I was delighted this morning to be—
Mr R Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER: The member for Warrandyte is warned.
Mr ANDREWS: It is not something you will have to worry about for a while, tactical genius over
there.
The SPEAKER: Order! Through the Chair.
Mr ANDREWS: I was delighted not to be with the member for Warrandyte but instead with the
Leader of the House, the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, today to mark a significant milestone
in the delivery of the West Gate Tunnel, a project talked about by many for a very long time but being
delivered by this government. It is on time and will be completed in 2022—a second river crossing,
once and for all, 6000 jobs and significant travel time savings. I know many in this house and indeed
many across the community will welcome the fact that for the first time in a very long time dangerous
and unhealthy truck movements across the inner west will be banned as a matter of law. Those roads
were never built for that sort of traffic volume or that sort of traffic.
Everyone in this house, or at least everybody on this side and a piece of that side as well, know and
understand that if you have got a problem on the West Gate you have got a problem across the whole
road network, just as if you have a problem in a big part of our public transport network that affects
the whole network. We are getting on and delivering this project. We are not doing the talking that
others are obsessed with. We are getting on and delivering this, and we have had a consistent position

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE AND MINISTERS STATEMENTS
442

Legislative Assembly

Wednesday, 20 February 2019

on it, unlike others who 88 days ago thought it was a great thing. In fact it was part of their triple
bypass superhighway. I am not joking. That is actually what they called it—a triple bypass
superhighway. This was all part of it. Now apparently it is a dud, and it just goes to show that only
Labor can be trusted to deliver the road and rail we need.
METRO TRAINS MELBOURNE
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (11:11): My question is to the Minister for Public Transport. When signing
new contracts with Metro Trains Melbourne in 2017 the then Minister for Public Transport promised,
‘These new contracts will crack down on operational practices such as city loop and station skipping’.
Since those contracts were signed there have been 773 instances of station skipping. Minister, why
has the government broken its promise to long-suffering commuters?
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport)
(11:12): I would like to thank the member for her question, because since the introduction of the new
contracts we have seen greater investment in maintenance and train faults on the metropolitan network
drop by almost 20 per cent. So what does that mean? Infrastructure faults have reduced by nearly
30 per cent. Not only have we had an improvement on our train network—
Ms RYAN: On a point of order, Speaker, acknowledging that the minister is only 30 seconds into
her answer, which is at least longer than her answer to the first question, I do draw attention to the fact
that this was a very narrow question, which related to station skipping and the fact that commuters are
still bearing the impact of station skipping. It is not about infrastructure, and I would ask you to draw
the minister back to this question.
Mr Pakula: On the point of order, Speaker, the minister was being entirely relevant to the question.
The minister was in the process of going through data in relation to the reduction in infrastructure
faults, a clear cause of station skipping. Anyone who has dealt with the network would know that.
Members interjecting.
Mr Pakula: You’ve asked about it. The minister is answering the question. She should be allowed
to continue.
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister has only been answering the question for 31 seconds. The
minister, to continue.
Ms HORNE: Thank you. As I said, the MR4 contracts have actually been putting passengers at
the heart. Obviously we are working with Metro to make sure that station skipping and short services
are being reduced, and I look forward to a continued improved service.
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (11:15): Minister, will you now review these botched contracts signed by your
predecessor so that your government’s stated policy to stop station skipping is actually implemented?
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport)
(11:15): I have got to say, compared to the contracts that were introduced by the opposition in MR3,
we have seen sustained improvement. We have seen better services across our train and tram networks.
Yarra Trams has seen a 15 per cent drop, and trains have seen a reduction in short running and
improvements in reliability. These are contracts that are delivering for metropolitan Melbourne and
the passengers.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: WEST GATE TUNNEL
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure) (11:16):
I am very pleased to update the house on the progress the Andrews Labor government is making in
delivering the West Gate Tunnel project and the benefits that will bring not just for people who live in
the great west of Melbourne but right across Melbourne and Victoria as well.
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Anyone who travels into the city on the West Gate Freeway will know that the benefits of this project
are significant, but they are worth repeating: tens of thousands of cars off the West Gate Bridge;
thousands of trucks off local roads in the inner west; and slashed travel times by up to 40 minutes for
people who travel in this area every single day.
We know that the problem with just having one access point in and out of the west of the city is that
if one truck breaks down, tens of thousands of vehicles grind to a halt, and there is not just gridlock in
that part of the network, but it can go right across the network, into the eastern suburbs and into regional
Victoria. The West Gate Tunnel is the project that solves that. It also provides that much-needed
second pathway from the west into the city and beyond.
I have talked about the benefits of this project in terms of addressing congestion in the west, but there
are other benefits as well. The major upgrade to Wurundjeri Way will provide a new north–south
connection that will take cars out of the CBD—off busy King Street and off busy Spencer Street,
which will make getting from North Melbourne to South Melbourne that much quicker and easier.
That is why, with these stunning benefits from a project like this, we are not wasting one minute, we
are not wasting one second, in making sure progress is well and truly underway on this project.
The Premier and I were there this morning at the northern portal site. There are works on the West
Gate Freeway, there are works on Footscray Road, there are works underway on the veloway. This is
a project that is well and truly underway, and it is creating thousands and thousands of vital jobs as we
get on and deliver yet another transport infrastructure project.
The SPEAKER: Before calling the next question, I acknowledge in the gallery the presence of a
former member for Buninyong, Geoff Howard.
PORT OF MELBOURNE
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (11:18): My question is to the Minister for Ports and Freight.
Major stevedoring companies that operate at the port of Melbourne have increased their infrastructure
access fee from $3.60 in 2017 to more than $80 per container at the start of 2019. Minister, in March
2016 the Treasurer promised that ‘the scope of regulated charges will be expanded to cover all trade
charges for cargo and shipping movements’. Minister, how can your government’s promise of
regulating these charges have failed so dismally?
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport)
(11:19): I would like to thank the member for her question. Living with the port on my doorstep, it is
actually an issue that is very important to me. That is why when this government released the
Delivering the Goods plan, Victorian freight charges were a key concern. We are bringing forward a
review into regulating price charges as well as access to and from the port because for me, not only
are the access charges really important but it is about getting from the paddock to the port, it is about
growing our economy, it is about increasing our exports, and on a local front it is actually about getting
trucks off the inner west streets. We care about the productivity of the port and the efficient and costeffective movement of goods in and out, and that is why we have got a plan to actually do that.
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (11:20): Minister, for dairy farmers who export and who are
already under severe pressure because of the drought, these new charges are an additional
$4200 annual cost per farm. Minister Donnellan promised an ‘expedited inquiry’ into these exorbitant
fee increases in October 2018. Who is undertaking this review?
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport)
(11:20): I would like to thank the member for her question. Look, we have listened to industry, and
that is why we have established Freight Victoria as a one-stop shop for primary producers. It is for
primary producers, it is for the freight and logistics industry and it is for local government to be able
to get that information.
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Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, on the issue of relevance, this is an issue that is very, very
important to our export sector, particularly the dairy industry, and the question was very simple: who
is actually undertaking this review? I ask you to bring the minister back to actually providing that
information not only to the Parliament but also to the people of Victoria so they can have faith that the
minister is actually doing this.
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister will come back to answering the question.
Ms HORNE: As I said, we are working with industry. We have established Freight Victoria to
absolutely undertake this vital work.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Ms Allan interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! With the assistance of the house, Minister!
Mr T Bull: On a point of order, Speaker, on relevance, you have asked the minister in her first
question and her third to come back to answering the question that was asked. She has not done that.
I would hope that she has not resorted in question time to pulling a possible parliamentary question
out of her folder that does not relate at all to the question that was asked and reading from it. I would
encourage you to have her answer the question appropriately. As our leader has pointed out, this has
a very important impact for our dairy farmers right across rural and regional Victoria.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! I warn the Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade.
Ms Allan: On the point of order, Speaker, I ask that you rule this point of order out of order. In his
eagerness to get to the dispatch box, the member for Gippsland East did not hear the minister very
clearly answer the question. If he had spent a bit more time listening rather than practising his point of
order, he might have heard the answer that the minister gave regarding Freight Victoria.
Ms Britnell: Further on the point of order, Speaker, I think the question was very, very specific—
it was asking who. Minister, the industry are telling me that you have appointed someone. It is not
Freight Victoria—
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for South-West Coast is not making a point of order. I ask
the minister to come back to answering the question. Has the minister concluded her answer? The
minister has concluded her answer.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (11:24): It gives me great pleasure to rise to update the house on the assembly of the first
two tunnel boring machines (TBMs)—personally I call them ‘excitement machines’. They are well
underway, and Victoria’s long overdue alternative to the West Gate Bridge is also well underway in
construction. This morning the Premier and the Minister for Transport Infrastructure left me out of the
party. They went along to celebrate the work that is going on—the 75 000 working hours that are
being put into developing TBM Bella, with up to 30 people working around the clock.
We are not wasting a moment in getting on with delivering this vital project for the west, for Geelong
and basically for our freeway network. We are tabling the CityLink concession deed amendments
along with, this morning, the introduction of the West Gate Tunnel bill. This bill will provide the
management framework for the road and enshrine enforceable truck bans in law, removing
9000 trucks from inner-western roads. I note the ongoing support of the Greens for truck bans in the
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inner west, and I look forward to their support of this legislation, which of course shares this
government’s objective of removing trucks from the inner west.
Those opposite ran a scare campaign against this project, and it was only when this government was
on its way to a thumping mandate that they were dragged kicking and screaming to support the project.
But of course their support for the project is support in principle only because they do not tell us how
they intend to actually pay for it. They do not like the idea of concession deed extensions, except of
course when they are in government, and now they are trying to run interference on this vital project.
They should get out of the way and let the inner west get the projects they need.
MURRAY-DARLING BASIN PLAN
Dr READ (Brunswick) (11:26): My question is to the Minister for Water. The Australian Academy
of Science reported this week that taking too much water out of the Darling River for irrigation, leaving
too little to flow downstream, was the cause of this summer’s massive fish kill. The millions of dead
fish included Murray cod, some several decades old, that had survived several previous droughts, but
they did not survive the bleeding dry of this vital river system. Minister, you have repeatedly opposed
allowing irrigators to sell more water to flow back down the Murray-Darling and yesterday you said
that Labor and The Nationals should be on the same side on this issue. My question is: why does the
Labor government persist in backing the same failed policies as the Liberals and Nationals that have
caused this crisis?
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services)
(11:27): Can I thank the member for Brunswick for his question. I think it is really important to start
with the facts. Firstly, we have a northern basin and we have a southern basin. The Darling River is in
the northern basin, and the Murray is in the southern basin. So the Darling River is, yes, part of the
Murray-Darling Basin plan, but it sits within the responsibility of the New South Wales and
Queensland governments in terms of the northern basin review. You may have also seen my comments
in relation to what has been occurring in the Darling, and I have read in detail that report that the
member refers to, which again completely talks about New South Wales water management practices.
It talks about high nutrient inputs, the drought and climate change having an impact on the Darling
River. Yes, it does mention further buybacks in the north.
The Darling River system is an incredibly different system to the Murray system. The systems that
feed into the Darling River are a wet and a dry system. That is the way they work. The Murray system
is a constantly running system. So we will not see in the Murray the situation that we have seen in
New South Wales. Do I believe—and I have been on record on this—that we need further changes in
some of the water management practices in New South Wales and in Queensland? Absolutely; and
the Murray-Darling Basin Ministerial Council has been responding to those issues—for example, the
fact that we have very little metering in the system—hardly any in Queensland, and New South Wales
is now putting in metering as a result of the Four Corners report.
Secondly, do we have issues with flood plain harvesting in New South Wales? Absolutely. Have we
been raising them? Absolutely. We need changes in water management. Now, that should not be at
the expense of Victorian irrigators, who have already done the heavy lifting. We have already
contributed back 800 gigalitres of what we were required to. Ultimately we will contribute back two
Sydney Harbours worth of water to the environment. Our irrigators can do no more than that without
us giving away the food bowl in Victoria. We will continue our consistent view on buybacks, and we
will continue to advocate for changes in water management practices in New South Wales, which is
what that report talks about: New South Wales, not Victoria.
Dr READ (Brunswick) (11:30): Minister, I am delighted to hear of your concern. Despite the
billions spent on new pipes and other irrigation upgrades, the Wentworth Group of Concerned
Scientists a week earlier found that the environmental flow targets of the Murray-Darling Basin plan
have not been met. The water might be there on paper, but it is not reaching the dying ecosystems.
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Scientists believe this is because improvements in irrigation efficiency actually result in less water runoff returning to the river. Can the public really be confident that the billions of dollars spent on water
recovery in Victoria has actually resulted in more water for the river, or will the minister release the
business case for these irrigation updates and establish an independent audit of actual water recovered?
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services)
(11:31): I find that extraordinary that somehow we have got the Greens advocating for no upgrades to
irrigation infrastructure. We absolutely have to do this. At the moment we have got open channels in
large parts leaking through, not necessarily run-off, not run-off into rivers. It is basically lost water. So
irrigators are using three or four times the amount of water to grow their crops, which is inefficient for
them, it is inefficient in the context of climate change and inefficient in relation to the Murray-Darling
Basin plan and putting water back into the environment. I feel a bit stunned, actually. Billions have
not yet been spent. We are only in the early stages of this plan. If you read the Productivity Commission
report that was put in place by the plan, we are absolutely on track to delivering—all the environmental
indicators that we have released publicly show significant improvements.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: WEST GATE TUNNEL
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Racing, Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade,
Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events) (11:32): I rise to provide the house with a further
update on the West Gate Tunnel and the impact that is having on workers across the state.
Construction, as other ministers have pointed out, has started and will be finished in 2022. It does not
just provide an alternative to the West Gate Bridge—it is about taking trucks off inner western streets,
it is about slashing travel times and it is about providing new connections to the port—but as with all
of our infrastructure projects it is having a major impact on jobs.
There are 6000 new jobs, including more than 3000 already working on the project;
500 apprenticeships, cadets and trainees; 150 former auto workers—those that were run out of town.
There is 93 per cent local content—an actual local content policy with some teeth—an $11 billion boost
to the economy and a new prefab facility in Benalla with 400 jobs and 40 people already working on
site. This is a project that both parties took to the last election, and therein lies the test for the opposition,
because whatever they might say about the east–west link, for example—we said one thing before the
2014 election and did it after the election; we said one thing about level crossing removals and we
delivered them after the election in 2014—this project is one that the opposition supported merely
88 days ago. So the question for the Leader of the Opposition and in fact for the entire opposition is:
are they going to continue to support this project, or will they get led by the nose by David Davis and
others in the other place, because commuters want this project delivered? The workers relying on it
need it to be delivered. Those in Benalla are relying on it to be delivered and it is time, frankly, for the
shenanigans to end. It is time for this project to be delivered. We are the only government, after many
have talked about it, actually doing it, and those opposite should get out of the way.
BUILDING CLADDING
Mr T SMITH (Kew) (11:34): My question is to the Minister for Planning. Your statewide cladding
audit has found an apartment complex in Frankston South to be a severe fire risk because it is clad in
dangerous flammable material. It is so dangerous that a security guard has been posted at the premises
to protect the residents from fire. The Victorian Building Authority recently informed residents that
the immediate removal of the cladding was required for their own safety and would be funded at their
own expense. Will your government assist these apartment owners to make their building safe?
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Planning, Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural
Affairs) (11:35): I thank the member for Kew for his question, and as I have indicated in earlier
answers the Victorian Building Authority has now inspected almost 2000 properties. We are the only
state in the country that actually has physically gone out and inspected buildings, and that includes
1400 buildings in the private sector and obviously a number of state government-owned buildings.
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As I have indicated in my previous answers to you, member for Kew, and indeed the Leader of the
Opposition, we will be rectifying all of the state government-owned buildings. In relation to privately
owned buildings, the Victorian Building Authority has obviously put orders on a number of buildings
to make good their buildings, and that may involve a whole range of strategies to ensure that those
buildings are safe to occupy. That is a very important point to make to the member for Kew, because
whether it is the Victorian Building Authority itself taking responsibility as the building surveyor or
indeed the local municipal building surveyor, they have a responsibility to ensure that they are satisfied
that the building is safe to occupy. In that context, as the Premier has said, this is about community
safety. So what we have ensured is that we are working with all—
Mr T SMITH: On a point of order, Speaker, the minister is not being relevant to my question,
because I specifically asked: what is his government doing to help the residents of a complex in
Frankston South? I will not name the address for reasons the minister is aware of, but what is he going
to do to help those people remove the cladding from their property that is so dangerous that there is a
security guard posted there to ensure it does not burn down?
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is being relevant to the question.
Mr WYNNE: I thank the member again, but this, I assume, is a building that has been categorised
as being at high risk. I thank the member for, in this case, his moderation in relation to not naming the
building for all of the obvious reasons—that is, a potential arson attack—but our position remains the
same. We will rectify all of the state government-owned buildings, and we have put in place a scheme
that will allow private owners of buildings working with their local council to engage in a cladding
rectification funding program. Obviously a number of local councils have not only expressed interest
in this; we expect that a number of councils will in fact sign on to the cladding rectification scheme.
Again, we are the only state in Australia that is actually offering a potential financing scheme to body
corporates to in fact rectify cladding on their buildings. We are the only state. We are miles in front of
every other state, and I would hope, member for Kew, that you actually take a bipartisan position with
us in relation to these issues. This is about the safety of our community.
Mr T SMITH (Kew) (11:39): On a supplementary question, Minister, you have made it very clear
that you are not going to help these people in Frankston. Is your refusal—
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! Members will come to order so the question can be heard.
Mr T SMITH: Minister, is your refusal to help these apartment owners related to the fact that you
have said, in your own words, ‘Frankston people really piss me off’?
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Planning, Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural
Affairs) (11:40): Speaker, this question frankly hardly warrants a response. This is disgraceful. This is
absolutely disgraceful.
We will continue to work with all of those body corporates that have been identified—
Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, the minister is not being relevant to the question. The
member for Kew asked a very specific question about something that the minister has said, and I would
ask you to bring the minister back to actually answering that question.
The SPEAKER: I do not uphold the point of order. The minister is being relevant to the question
that was asked.
Mr WYNNE: We will continue to work with the body corporate in Frankston. We will continue
to work with all of those body corporates.
Mr Edbrooke: I met with them on Friday.
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Mr WYNNE: The member for Frankston met with them on Friday, so we will continue that very
active engagement.
Mr T SMITH: On a point of order, I have met with these residents twice, Minister, and you have
not responded to any of their requests. You are not answering the question. When are you going to
help these people?
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order.
Mr WYNNE: I note that the hardworking member for Frankston is there providing support to this
body corporate. We are offering up cladding rectification agreements that give a financial opportunity
to have these buildings rectified in a timely fashion.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: TAFE FUNDING
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education) (11:42): I rise to outline how the Andrews
Labor government’s investment in TAFE is creating a pipeline of skilled workers for Victoria’s Big
Build. Whether it is the West Gate Tunnel, whether it is the level crossings across the state, whether it
is Metro Tunnel or whether it is the airport rail link, Victorians will get the skills they need to work on
these projects.
I will give you an example. This year Victoria University Polytechnic in Melbourne’s west has
introduced civil construction courses—certificates II, III and IV—to meet the growing needs of our
massive pipeline of projects. This training will directly contribute to the additional training needs of
the West Gate Tunnel project.
The Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade has already outlined 6000 jobs, including
500 apprentices, trainees and graduates, under the Victorian Major Projects Skills Guarantee. The
certificate III in civil construction is one of 50 free TAFE courses that we have delivered. Free TAFE
will train skilled workers for in-demand jobs right across our major infrastructure projects, including
concreters, plumbers, rail track workers, construction managers and building surveyors.
Victorians know they have a government that matches massive investment in infrastructure with
massive investment in TAFE to ensure people have the skills to work on these projects, because we
know that when you shut down TAFEs, you shut down opportunity. That is what we inherited: sacked
TAFE teachers, closed campuses and $1 billion cut from our TAFE system.
At Lilydale TAFE, my favourite, they have got building and construction, plumbing and
electrotechnology—free TAFE delivered under a TAFE that we reopened.
Mr Wells: On a point of order, Speaker, we have seen during question time the issue we have now
with the removal of the sessional orders, as I mentioned in an earlier point of order. It is now a situation
where the ministers can get up and say whatever they like, which is not relevant to the question that
has been put by the opposition. I wonder if you would consider calling a meeting between the leaders
or the relevant people in regards to this issue about that sessional order being removed. It is clearly not
working, having that sessional order removed, because it allows the government to say whatever they
like and the ministers to be able to respond in any fashion, and there is no recourse for opposition
members asking that question to gather information.
Ms Allan: On the point of order, Speaker, I take no issue with an opportunity to have a discussion
about sessional orders or the operation of how the Assembly does its business. However, during the
course of question time when these matters of relevance and the adherence to the sessional orders were
raised by the opposition you ruled on those occasions, and on those occasions you ruled that the
minister who was being identified was being relevant to the question that was asked.
So there is a difference, I put to you, between having a conversation about how this chamber operates
and the opposition not getting the answers that they want. They are two very different matters. I put to
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you that, as I said, I am happy to have a conversation. We would welcome the opportunity. But they
should be seen in two very different ways, and you addressed these matters in the running of question
time. That is what the opposition is taking truck with—that they did not win any points of order during
question time.
Mr M O'Brien: Speaker, I rise to support the Manager of Opposition Business’s point of order.
Can I say that when in the first sitting day of this Parliament you said that you expected all of us to
improve the standard of behaviour and raise the standard of behaviour in this chamber, I think there
was general goodwill amongst all members towards that aspiration. What I would say to you, Speaker,
is that if we are going to have a situation where ministers refuse to answer questions, this will not lead
to that improvement in standards of behaviour that you sought, because people in the opposition have
not only a right but an obligation to hold the government accountable. It is part of the responsibility of
this Parliament to hold the executive accountable on behalf of the people of Victoria. If we have a
situation where ministers can get up and simply refuse to answer a question, which is what we saw
today from the Minister for Public Transport on a number of occasions, the opposition will not be able
to simply sit back quietly and accept that because we would be derelict in our duty, which is to hold
the government accountable. So could I put to you that in terms of supporting your laudable aim of
raising the standards of behaviour in this chamber, the way in which question time is conducted and
the ability of the opposition to seek answers is directly relevant to your goal.
Ms Hennessy: On the point of order, Speaker, as you are well aware, the sessional orders were
adopted by this house. They set the basis of the rules of engagement when it comes to question time,
and I would put it to you that your rulings today were simply an application of the rules of question
time. It is a frustration of oppositions, whether they are Liberal oppositions or Labor oppositions, in
respect of the questions and the responses during question time, and I absolutely accept that an
opposition will always feel frustrated at the end of a question time. That is indeed often the inherited
role of an opposition.
But I think to come into this chamber and make implied threats around how the opposition may
respond in the event that you are simply applying the rules, and in my view appropriately so, is not the
way in which the opposition would best be able to progress their frustration. If they wish to raise any
concerns about your rulings after they have been made, that would be most appropriately done in a
bilateral conversation. As the Leader of the Government has outlined, she is more than happy to
participate in such a conversation, but that should not be misread as inviting the opposition to have
another bite of the cherry when it comes to re-establishing sessional orders. They have been put in
place, they have been established and indeed they have been in my view appropriately applied today.
Ms Sandell: Speaker, I just wanted to make a contribution on the point of order from the Manager
of Opposition Business on behalf of the Greens. The Attorney-General is right in that you were just
applying the sessional orders as they stand, and that is precisely the problem. I would just like to say
that the Greens would very much welcome a meeting with all parties to discuss how we can remove
the sessional order that no longer requires minister to be responsive to the question. It is a sessional
order that significantly hampers democracy in this place and it should be removed. We believe that
question time worked a lot better in the last Parliament and that after even a few question times in this
Parliament it is already descending into a bit of a farce. I think that the public would like ministers to
be responsive and it would be great to change the rules so that they are able to be.
Mr Walsh: I rise to support the point of order by the Manager of Opposition Business. The rules
are failing the people of Victoria in this case. The opposition is here to hold the executive government
to account. That is what the Parliament is about and that is particularly what question time is about:
the opposition holding the executive to account on behalf of the people of Victoria. The fact that these
rules are now in place where ministers effectively do not have to answer a question and can say
whatever they like is an insult to the people of Victoria. They are the ones that elect us and send us
here to do this job on behalf of them, and I support the Manager of Opposition Business’s view that
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we actually do need to re-examine the sessional orders and change them so that ministers can be held
to account for the job that they are supposed to do on behalf of Victorians. It is making a farce of this
place—
Ms Allan interjected.
Mr Walsh: It is making a farce of this place when a minister can get up with a possible
parliamentary question with no relevance to the question that has been asked and read that PPQ out
word for word and somehow magically that minister is relevant to the question. That means the rules
need changing, and there needs to be something done so that we are actually accountable to the people
of Victoria that elect us rather than pander to people who do not want to answer questions.
Mr Pearson: On a point of order, Speaker, I would like to draw the house’s attention to sessional
order 11, which says that:
Standing Order 58(1)(a) is suspended and all answers to questions must be direct, factual, succinct and
relevant.

I think those points are pertinent for this discussion because a minister cannot get up and just riff at
large and talk about whatever they like. Those answers that they provide in this place must be direct,
must be factual, must be succinct and must be relevant. So I would argue, in support of the Leader of
the House’s position, that these are entirely accurate and that the sessional orders as adopted by this
house provide you with the support you need to make these sorts of determinations.
Ms McLeish: On the point of order, Speaker, I rise to support this. It is obviously a touchy point
for the government. The Leader of the House is very touchy over there because we can see that they
are her rules that have been put in place. It is not about the application of a rule; it is about the rule
itself which is failing. We have had many speakers say that this is not the intent of the Parliament. The
intent of Parliament and question time is to get real answers to real questions. We have put up good
questions, and the minister today and yesterday failed dismally to answer those questions. You,
Speaker, have no recourse in that and we have no recourse. We have got the member for Melbourne
supporting the opposition here, understanding that these rules are the ones that are failing and there
needs to be an opportunity for us to re-examine the sessional order that has been put in place, because
clearly it is not going to work. If we have to have four years of this, the scrutiny of the Parliament and
the government is actually going to really drop and decline. I do not think that is good enough, and I
do not think the people of Victoria expect that.
Ms Sheed: On the point of order, Speaker, I recall when the member for Murray Plains asked a
question of the Premier in the last question time in the previous week about drought relief the Premier
took the opportunity to very carefully and considerately answer that question and offer the member an
opportunity to be briefed and to have discussions about it. Now, I think when a minister perhaps does
not have an answer ready—and that will inevitably occur at times—that is the appropriate response.
It is okay to say, ‘I haven’t got the answer now, but I will take the matter on board’. That is what
should happen when someone does not know the answer.
Nevertheless, I support the position that has been put, that we need to revisit the order. It is important
as an opposition—and all of us on this side want to be able to do so—to get meaningful answers to
questions; that is the reason we come here to ask them. I think there really is an opportunity to look at
this. I would hope that the Standing Orders Committee will be re-established very shortly, that
members will be appointed and that these issues, which were commonly in the past discussed during
those sorts of meetings, will be considered. Indeed amendments to the sessional orders were made
during the course of the last Parliament as a result of those discussions and decisions taken at a
Standing Orders Committee meeting. There is opportunity to revisit these issues. If things are not
working, they should be looked at and they should be addressed. It is a fact that we are all here to
question the government and to hold them to account, and we deserve to get answers to our questions.
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Mr T Bull: On the point of order, Speaker, there is no more proof that is required to have these
orders revisited than the fact that in relation to the first question today you ruled for the second time
on the point of order, on relevance, for the minister to please come back to answering the question that
was asked. Hansard will show that the minister took to her feet and her opening words were, ‘For the
third time’. She then repeated what she had been saying. Speaker, at the end of that question, because
of the sessional orders that are in place at the current time, you had no recourse whatsoever to then
address the minister as you would have in the last Parliament and ask her to provide a written response
to the question. I think that a recap of Hansard of today’s question time will clearly outline the reason
why we need to revisit these orders.
The SPEAKER: Order! I thank members for their contributions on that point of order. Firstly, the
member for Essendon is correct in pointing out to the house—and just for the benefit of the house, in
terms of the way in which answers are to be provided, it is set out in new sessional order 11:
Standing Order 58(1)(a) is suspended and all answers to questions must be direct, factual, succinct and
relevant.

There was a member who made the comment that the opportunity in the previous sessional orders for
non-responsive answers to be required to have a written response has not been carried over into this
Parliament. I take on board the offer of the Manager of Opposition Business to meet. I think from what
I have heard the Leader of the House was happy to meet as well. I am all for meetings, so I am happy
to organise that and have a further discussion, including with any crossbenchers who wish to
participate.
Constituency questions
HASTINGS ELECTORATE
Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (11:57): (118) My question is directed to the Minister for Education.
Minister, I am seeking information on behalf of the Langwarrin Primary School community regarding
the provision of air conditioning for the new modular building that will replace block A. The building
will consist of six general-purpose rooms, including a food science room, office staffrooms and a
reception area. While the new building will have heating, it appears there has been a serious oversight
because school council has been informed that this brand-new modern building will be reminiscent of
schools when I was going to primary school and will not have air conditioning.
Mr Angus: It must be pretty old.
Mr BURGESS: That is very old. I am assuming this has been an oversight because surely,
Minister, it cannot be the case that this government, that likes to run the line that under its watch this
is the Education State, would try and short-change the Langwarrin community by not providing air
conditioning for one of its primary schools. Parents are particularly concerned about heat stress. I am
sure the minister is aware that some students and teachers are more susceptible to heat-related illnesses
than others. They are also particularly concerned that the school would be forced to cover the cost of
air conditioning—$111 000 that they do not have.
YUROKE ELECTORATE
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) (11:58): (119) My constituency question is to the Minister for Education.
What is the latest information on new schools set to be delivered in Greenvale over this term of
government? In November last year the Andrews Labor government committed to opening six new
schools in the Yuroke electorate over the next four years as part of an $850 million statewide
investment. It was a pleasure to join the minister recently to open the first of these fantastic new facilities
at Aitken Hill Primary School in Craigieburn. The residents of Greenvale have campaigned for years
for a local secondary school, and I am thrilled that the Andrews Labor government will deliver it. I look
forward to sharing the minister’s response with the very excited residents of Greenvale.
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GIPPSLAND EAST ELECTORATE
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (11:59): (120) My constituency question is to the Minister for
Fishing and Boating in the other place, and the information I seek is when she will visit Lakes Entrance
to meet with the 10 commercial fishing licence holders and their families that are subject to a
compulsory buyout. The minister recently said on ABC radio she had been discouraged from talking
to the fishers and instead encouraged to work through Seafood Industry Victoria. This is not accurate.
Licence-holders want Seafood Industry Victoria to deal with the Victorian Fisheries Authority to
discuss details, but they want to meet with the minister herself in relation to this decision and the
ramifications of it. My understanding is that the minister has not had any discussions with these
licence-holders at all to date, either prior to the announcement, which was made on a metropolitan
fishing show, or post the announcement. The licence-holders are very disappointed they have had no
contact from her prior to the announcement and in fact state that at a meeting at the Lakes Entrance
Fishermans Co-op early last year she advised there would be no announcements in relation to
Gippsland Lakes commercial fishing licences. So I ask the minister to please attend and meet with
these licence-holders.
ESSENDON ELECTORATE
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (12:00): (121) I direct my constituency question to the Minister for
Water and I ask: what is the latest information about the Waterways of the West strategy, which will
protect rivers and tributaries such as the Maribyrnong River and Moonee Ponds Creek? I do want to
place on the record my thanks for the works of the various friends of groups: Judy Ingram from the
Friends of the Maribyrnong Valley and Kaye Oddie and Anna Lanigan from the Friends of Moonee
Ponds Creek as well for their labours and endeavours in this area.
FOREST HILL ELECTORATE
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (12:01): (122) My constituency question is to the Treasurer. I recently
met with a constituent whose father, Mick Marrone, also my constituent, has just received his 2019
land tax bill. This bill was for a staggering $32 000. As a self-funded retiree who has worked hard all
his life and has never relied on government handouts, unsurprisingly he is not in a financial position
to pay this huge amount of money. His land tax assessments over the last three years have been as
follows: 2016, $8 000; 2017, $18 000; 2018, $32 000. His current bill of $32 000 is a whopping
180 per cent increase over the previous year and a massive 400 per cent increase over the year before
that. I have previously met with Mr Marrone to discuss his land tax assessments and his struggle to
pay these skyrocketing bills. Minister, my question is: what should Mr Marrone do to combat the
extraordinary increases in land tax he has experienced over the last three years under your government,
and how do you suggest that he pays his 2019 land tax bill of $32 000?
ST ALBANS ELECTORATE
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) (12:02): (123) My constituency question is to the Minister for Public
Transport. What is the latest information on when the shelters at Keilor Plains station will be installed?
Keilor Plains station is a very popular station along the Sunbury line. Recently it has come to my
attention from commuters and constituents that there are not sufficient shelters and that this has made
things extremely difficult with the recent bad weather, so I am hoping for some information to be
provided by the minister. The Sunbury line has been very popular. We have seen in the last four years
the Andrews Labor government remove the dangerous and congested level crossing at Main Road and
of course the level crossing at Furlong Road. We look forward to getting the information and a positive
response so I can share it with the constituents of St Albans.
MELBOURNE ELECTORATE
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) (12:02): (124) My question is to the Minister for Education, and it
relates to urgent repairs needed at Kensington Primary School. Kensington primary is a great school,
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but unfortunately its facilities are falling apart. Part of the playground was removed because it was
unsafe and it has not been replaced. The hall is missing half the cladding on the inside and the roof is
leaking. Last year a piece of concrete fell off the outside of the building and could have killed someone.
There is masking tape on the floors where it is not safe to walk, and students and parents who use
wheelchairs struggle to access parts of the school. The government did commit $200 000 for urgent
repairs in the lead-up to the election, which is great, but unfortunately it will not even cover half of
what is needed. The school has applied for urgent repairs under the accessible buildings program and
the emergency maintenance program but funding has been denied. So I ask: will the promised
$200 000 be delivered in this year’s budget, and when can the school expect to receive the full amount
of funding it needs to fix the urgent issues that I have raised?
CARRUM ELECTORATE
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (12:03): (125) My question is for the Treasurer. Treasurer, when can
my constituents expect work to start on the terrific local project to upgrade the Sandfield reserve skate
park in Carrum Downs? This project would not be happening if it were not for a handful of some
rather extraordinary students at Carrum Downs Secondary College. I have previously mentioned Noah
Douglas and Lachlan Gray in this place. These two students, perhaps a bit surprisingly, showed all of
us what is possible when you put your mind and energy into something. But there is another person,
someone who perhaps did not get the recognition she should have, Sarah Whitelaw. So thank you,
Sarah, for all your work in making this dream a reality. Now, because of you, so many young people
in our community will get a fantastic upgrade to their local skate park. That is a very good thing. I
hope you are proud of yourself.
ROWVILLE ELECTORATE
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (12:04): (126) My question is to the Minister for Energy, Environment
and Climate Change. Minister, can you advise why a local retirement village, the Waverley Country
Club, in Rowville, is subject to a reliability and emergency reserve trader (RERT) contract, and
whether any electricity has been drawn down under this contract? The residents committee at the
Waverley Country Club has asked me for more details about the scheme, as their residents have been
left in the dark about what this contract actually means. The Australian Energy Market Operator
website shows that United Energy, the electricity provider in Rowville, was contracted under a RERT
scheme to reserve 30 megawatts of power from the grid on both 24 and 25 January this year, along
with several other large energy and manufacturing companies, including Alcoa and Visy.
With 1600 megawatts of power lost from the grid when Labor’s coal tax forced Hazelwood to shut
down, unfortunately it is now a reality in Victoria—Australia’s manufacturing homeland—that big
energy users are forced to wind down their operations in summer. (Time expired)
PASCOE VALE ELECTORATE
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) (12:05): (127) My constituency question is for the Minister
for Solar Homes, and I ask: what can the constituents of Pascoe Vale expect to enjoy as a result of the
introduction of the solar panel rebates as part of the Solar Homes package? Constituents in Pascoe
Vale are, rightfully, strongly environmentally-minded and have concerns about the projected risks of
climate change in our community. We know that our non-renewable energy sources are finite and that
an over-reliance on these energy sources in the future would cause even greater impact on climate
change. Furthermore, Pascoe Vale constituents, like most Victorians, are very concerned about the
cost and security of our electricity sources and many are strong advocates for their individual
households to transition into more renewable energy sources such as solar. So I ask: what will be the
effects of the Solar Homes package for my community?
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Address to Parliament
GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed on motion of Mr BRAYNE:
That the following address, in reply to the speech of Her Excellency the Governor to both houses of
Parliament, be agreed to by this house:
Governor:
We, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria assembled in Parliament, wish to express our loyalty to our
Sovereign and to thank you for the speech which you have made to the Parliament.

Ms CUPPER (Mildura) (12:07): Thank you for the honour of presenting my inaugural speech in
the chamber today. My name is Alison Cupper and I represent the district of Mildura. Back home I
am known as ‘Ali’, and occasionally ‘that girl’. I am the daughter of a science teacher and a machine
operator, the granddaughter of blockies and builders, and the great-granddaughter of soldier settlers,
wheat farmers, miners and dairy farmers. I attended Irymple South Primary School, Irymple
Secondary College and Mildura Senior College. I have degrees in law, international politics and social
work. I have worked as a lawyer, a family law mediator, a lecturer and a child protection practitioner.
I have served as a councillor and deputy mayor of Mildura Rural City Council. I am married to Ben,
who is in the gallery today. We have a little boy, Jed, aged 20 months, who is not in the gallery today—
for everybody’s sake.
Like many Mallee families, politics in the Cupper family has been an awkward topic. In the words of
Run-DMC, ‘It’s tricky’. Mum came from a strong Labor family and the Cuppers were staunch
Country Party supporters, but blood is thicker than water, so when their granddaughter ran for her first
state election, they put me a solid second. Across the Mallee the alliance to the Country Party made
sense. People saw it as a party for regional interests, and that was that. You did not question it. You
did not rock the boat. It was okay to have a different political view as long as you kept your head down
and did not talk about it. There are a few exceptions to this rule, but it was rare for a man to challenge
the status quo, let alone a woman—and let alone a young woman.
My first state election was as a Labor candidate. In 2010 Labor preselection in Mildura was not
particularly competitive. The discussion was along the lines of, ‘You do it’. ‘No, you do it’. ‘I don’t
want to do it. Why don’t you?’. My only comment was that the candidate should be local, and the
response came, ‘I move that Ali does it’. I have an impulsive streak, so I complied. The next day an
elder statesman of the community invited me for a one-on-one chat. I expected some encouraging
words. His opening line was it was a shame I wasn’t a bloke. He said people in Mildura would not
vote for a woman. A slightly more optimistic mentor later told me it was not impossible, but that it
would take the community at least 10 years to accept a progressive female. Eight years later here I am,
two years ahead of schedule.
I left the ALP in 2012. There are many points of difference between Labor and the coalition, but in
relation to our two most significant and symbolic issues, the hospital and the train, the big parties
unfortunately moved in lock step. I have been an Independent ever since.
Our history is rich and complex. In 1887 George and William Chaffey committed to the development
of Mildura as an irrigation colony. The Chaffeys possessed an entrepreneurial spirit and a vision of
communities in which education, family life and civic participation were encouraged and supported.
Democratic management of water was a fundamental value.
In 1891 the first of the Mallee towns was established at Hopetoun. The stories of the Mallee pioneers
are phenomenal. Even the babies were tough. My nan tells a story of the old bush nursing hospitals
where after a dust storm the babies had to be dusted in their cradles. Prior to the arrival of any of our
European ancestors, for more than 60 000 years the Mildura electorate was the sovereign territory of
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a rich network of Indigenous tribes, from the Ladji Ladji in the north to the Wergaia in the south. I
have heard it said that if you want to break a race of people, you do three things: you take aware their
land, their language and their children. The Aboriginal people of our electorate were subjected to all
three brutalities, yet they have survived. There have been casualties. Trauma like that is not easily
overcome and will take generations to mend. But positive progress is happening at an amazing rate,
and with the next wave of Indigenous leaders at the helm—young people like Indi Clarke, Angela
Prior, Simone Spencer, April Goldring and Nada Aldobasic—I believe and I hope that meaningful
reconciliation will be achieved in our lifetimes.
Regardless of our ancestry or our geographic location across our electorate, we are united by our
isolation. That isolation has given rise to a shared agenda that has grown communities that come
together to solve problems, to look after their own and to work hard to ensure that their kids have a
better life than their parents. Organisations like the Christie Centre, Arts Mildura, Ouyen Inc. and the
Sunraysia Mallee Ethnic Communities Council exemplify that spirit, punching above their weight and
bringing extraordinary dynamism to our community. Programs like Food Next Door, the Burundian
community garden and the Australian Advocacy and Politics Summer School show they can do
amazing things with very little. Advocacy groups like Mildura Hospital Conversation, the NorthWest
Rail Alliance, Southern Mallee Matters and the water warriors of the former First Mildura Irrigation
Trust remind us that, when push comes to shove, beneath our pioneering stoicism lies a capacity for
fierce activism.
In agriculture we are growing global partnerships and export markets based on a well-earned
reputation for premium-quality citrus, fruit, grain and other crops. Places like Robinvale are economic
powerhouses and multicultural melting pots.
In education we are blessed with dedicated teachers and school leaders who overcome our isolation to
deliver a great education to our kids.
In health and human services we have an army of dedicated professionals who are working every day to
reduce the impact of disadvantage and isolation. The Mallee child protection unit (CPU) deserves a
special mention, and perhaps the only downside of this extraordinary privilege of being elected to
Parliament has been having to leave this team. It was a privilege to work with leaders like Teresa Cavallo
and Hilary Makepeace. The Mallee CPU does extraordinary work under enormous pressure. On a daily
basis they make decisions of colossal gravity for children—decisions that will have a profound impact
on those kids’ lives today and intergenerationally. Those workers are heroes of our community.
We are made of tough stuff in the Mallee. We know how to look after ourselves, and we do not need
the government to do everything for us. We just need it to get the big things right. At a bare minimum
that means essential services on par with the rest of the state. It means having a passenger rail
connection. It means having decent freight rail infrastructure. It means having safe roads, and it means
decent health care. It means GPs in our small towns, and it means a publicly managed public hospital.
I have a busy list of interests and priorities. I want rate reform. I would like to see more climate change
action along with solar development in the right places in our community. I would like support for
autism employment, for animal welfare and for a more activist approach to the Murray-Darling Basin
crisis. But at the top of my list is health care. Health care is an essential service. It is a matter of life
and death. Free, accessible and reliable health care cannot be taken for granted. An experience in
America taught me this lesson.
Thanks to the vision and passion of two men, Eric Federing and Don DeBats, I had the honour of
serving as an intern in the office of Congressman James Clyburn of the sixth district of South Carolina
on Capitol Hill in 2003 as part of my American studies in politics. My work was fairly menial, mainly
answering the phone and opening letters, but I did not care. I was just thrilled and fascinated to be
there. Some of the more glamorous highlights included catching a 3-second glance of Colin Powell

ADDRESS TO PARLIAMENT
456

Legislative Assembly

Wednesday, 20 February 2019

from a distance and being touched on the back by Nancy Pelosi when she was trying to get me out of
her way—so don’t be jealous, I was kind of a big deal!
But the most vivid memory was answering the phone one day to a distressed father who needed to talk
about his twin girls, who were 16 years old. He said they were severely anorexic and if they did not
get help soon, they would go into cardiac arrest. There was a specialist inpatient clinic, which was the
family’s last hope. This dad had medical insurance and he thought they were covered, but the insurance
company had advised that anorexia was technically a mental condition, not a physical one, and
therefore was not covered. The family would have to pay the full cost for both children. They simply
could not afford it. He said, ‘I’m already working three jobs. I can’t work any harder’. He had called
his congressman because he did not know what else to do.
I did not know what to tell him, so I put him on hold and asked a colleague for advice. I expected her
to suggest an agency referral of some sort, but instead she said, ‘Tell him you are praying for him’. So
I went back to my desk in my office on Capitol Hill, the most powerful place in the world, and picked
up the phone to tell a panicked father in South Carolina that I was praying for him. I actually pulled
my Medicare card out of my wallet and held it for a moment. At the end of the day, when someone
you love is in dire peril all that matters is health care. It is my opinion that it is a universal human right
and the first obligation of government.
In Mildura we have Medicare, of course—the federal government makes no distinction there—but we
do not have a publicly managed hospital. This makes us unique in the state. No other MP in this
chamber has a privatised public hospital in their electorate, and as far as I know none of you is asking
for one. If you are diagnosed with cancer in Mildura, your chance of dying from the disease is 9 per
cent higher than elsewhere in the state. An isolated community needs the best model of hospital care
not the one that no-one else wants.
My cousin Ilona Legin spent the last years of her life battling bowel cancer. She had been in a variety
of hospitals in Melbourne and other regional areas in that time for short-term emergency stays. She
said that our hospital felt different; it was palpable. She praised the staff, her oncology nurses and the
hospital-based GP, but she said they needed rollerskates to cover all of their responsibilities. Staff were
stretched thin. It was almost as if management was trying to maximise the bottom line. All
management needed to do was meet the clinical standards of the contract of service—nothing more.
Every dollar saved on patient care was a dollar in the pocket of shareholders. Some might assume that
that makes no difference, and that was exactly how they justified the experiment 20 years ago, but
privatising a public hospital does make a discernible difference.
When Ilona questioned the results of her chemo regime, the medical team acknowledged that they had
made an error. Rather than having her on the strongest dose of chemo in the lead-up to her surgery to
remove the tumour that was threatening her life, for months they had been administering a weaker
dose. She had detected that something was amiss. The surgery that was scheduled for January 2012
was cancelled, and by December that year she was dead—at 31.
We cannot say definitively whether extra resourcing at the hospital would have provided that extra
level of vigilance or ensured that her treatment was appropriate and would have saved or extended her
life, but what we can say is this: in 2012 a panel of esteemed, experienced local doctors spoke publicly
against the privatised model, stating that it had caused a steady decline in care since its
commencement. When Ilona relayed her story on the Facebook page of her local MP it was deleted.
When a petition was given to the then health minister he took it and then refused to give it to our local
member for tabling in the lower house. He also refused to give it back. Ramsay shareholders make a
profit of around $2.5 million from our hospital every year, and at the same time the company accepts
community donations of pillows for its under-resourced emergency department—not a good look for
a company that insists it never cuts corners on patient care. This is not the company’s fault. It is allowed
to make money. It is the government’s fault for putting them in charge. We are told that government
data shows there are no safety issues at our hospital, but research from the UK shows that some of the
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worst healthcare disasters have happened under the radar amid great-looking data. It is a dangerous
game to ignore patients and doctors.
This year the contract for the management of Mildura Base Hospital is up for renewal and a
community campaign is underway to ensure that our hospital is returned to public management in line
with everyone else’s public hospital in Victoria. I hope to work constructively with the government to
ensure that the voice of our community is heard and acted upon. We are Victorians too, but when it
comes to our hospital we are being treated like second-class citizens. For years we did it quietly. Now
we are going to make some noise.
It is a privilege to have been elected to represent the district of Mildura in this Parliament. I have the
additional honour of being the district’s first female MP. My deepest appreciation goes to all those
people across Sunraysia and the Mallee who gave me their vote and placed their trust in me, and my
thanks and respect go to all of those who did not vote for me but have been generous and genuine in
their congratulations and offers of support. Regardless of how we voted, we are united by love for our
communities and a shared commitment to a better future. I hope that love and commitment will be
clear in my work as a member of this Parliament.
I want to acknowledge my dad, Graeme—although we clash at times, I have always idolised him; my
sister Lizzie—although we clash often, she is one of the most important people in my life; my mum,
Jude—I would not be here without her and my propensity for rebellion comes from her fiery ScottishItalian genes; my brother Paul, who has had a profound impact on my understanding of life and
humanity; and my nan Rosa Cupper, who turned 90 two days ago, who has loved me unconditionally
through challenging times and differences of opinion. Most of all I want to acknowledge my everpatient and loving husband, Ben, and our bright, busy, headstrong little boy, Jed, who inspires me
every day.
I want to thank my talented and loyal friends Chris Hobart, Chris Blackie, Stephen Parr, Stuart Walsh,
Kieran Mangan and Gen Danenberg; my deputy, James Price; my fierce female friends and mentors
Jenny Gibbons, Paula Bruce, Helen Healy, Bernadette Edmanson, Natalie Mensforth and Fiona
Hilton-Wood; my formidable campaign team, in particular Krystyna Schweitzer, Ian Skennerton,
Brady Glenn, Julie Calaby, Lyn McMahon, David Jackman, Pat, Gav and Emma Martin, and Shane,
Maxine, Chris and Nick Smith; my great mates and supporters Cr Mark Eckel, Steve Tittensor, Clem
Blake, Chris Brown, Luke Hudson and Christian Mitchell; and dear friends we have lost along the
way—the late Greg Snowdon, the late Graeme O’Neill and the late Pat Tittensor.
I want to thank my extended family—my brother-in-law Sven; my parents-in-law, Bruce and Kerry
Gross, aka Grandma and Grandpa; and Jed’s honorary Nanny and Poppy, Sue and Graeme Legin,
who are in the gallery today. And the Sunraysia Trades and Labour Council, particularly Bob Bruce,
Bronwyn Hogg and Arthur Edge. They do important work in tough territory and have provided me
with invaluable encouragement and support.
I would like to acknowledge my predecessor, Peter Crisp, who served our electorate with dedication
for more than a decade. And finally I would like to acknowledge Ilona Legin, the most courageous
activist I have ever known. This speech is dedicated to you. Thank you.
Members applauded.
Ms SETTLE (Buninyong) (12:28): Thank you, Speaker, and to my colleagues from both sides of
the house, thank you for this opportunity to address you all. I am a proud single mum of two amazing
young men, my sons Sam and Alex. When I decided I wanted to serve the community I talked to them
about it and we discussed it as a family. They knew that it would take a toll on our family life, but they
supported me all the way. Without Alex cooking dinner and Sam keeping the home fires burning I
would not be here today, and so it is to them that I give my deepest thanks.
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A week after I was elected my two sons took part in a 500-strong march through Ballarat as students
demanding action on climate change. My heart burst with pride, and I knew then that my mother’s
blood runs strong in all of us. My mother, Christine Forster, is a pioneer. She has campaigned tirelessly
on environmental issues for many years with the support and commitment of my dad, Peter Forster.
She taught me and now my sons that when you see a need for change you must stand up and be counted.
In the early 1970s my mother was a scientist working for the public service in Darwin. I remember
her coming home at Christmas with a departmental staff photo taken on the steps of their office, and
there amid a group of 50 men in safari suits stood my mother. It is with great pride that I stand before
her today as part of a party and a government who have made equal representation a reality. I thank
her and all the women of her generation who forged the path so that I can stand here today. But above
all else, I thank her for teaching me resilience. At every stumble she said to me, ‘It never matters how
many times you fall over; it only matters how many times you get up’, and those words have stood
me in good stead through the highs and the lows that have brought me to this place.
In many ways the journey here began in the late 1980s when as a young PR professional I worked for
the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras. That experience shaped me. I saw a community band
together to create change. I became impassioned for the fight for equality, and I saw a Labor
government truly consult with a community. That community was united by a lifetime of prejudice
and homophobia, but worse was to come. By the late 1980s we were facing the deaths of our friends
and families through the HIV epidemic. As the world struggled to deal with this epidemic, Australia
took action that would shape our response and see us acknowledged as world leaders. Neal Blewett
realised that HIV could not be addressed without the direct input of those affected by it—gay men,
intravenous drug users and sex workers. The actions that resulted from those consultations saved many
lives, and that lesson has stayed with me. As I work to improve the lives of people in my electorate, I
will turn to them for solutions.
I am delighted that the Premier has committed $5 million to revitalise Sebastopol. Sebastopol is an old
and proud community in Ballarat, and it has been left behind for far too long. From the very start this
project will include the community. The success of this project will depend on the community. When
a community is not at the heart of decisions made the outcomes are dire.
In 2001 when I returned to my family farm in Ararat to raise my children the howls of that community
were loud. I found a town that had been decimated by a Kennett Liberal government. That decimation
was best symbolised by a train line that was ripped out by Kennett, and it was a Labor government
that brought the trains back. I remember my then two-year-old son beaming with joy as he rode the
first train back into Ararat with the Premier who rebuilt regional Victoria, Steve Bracks. It was that
glaring difference that made me want to belong to a party that understands regional communities and
believes in the same opportunities for all.
As a young girl in Castlemaine, I babysat my colleague from the other place, Minister Pulford, and so
it was with a personal joy that I watched her incredible work as the Minister for Regional Development
during the Andrews government’s first term. The cranes in the skies in Ballarat today are testament to
this government’s investment in regional Victoria. Regional communities offer the very best of life
but also bear the brunt of an urbanised and individualised society. We feature too large in the statistics
of diminished health, mental health and addiction.
Like too many people in my community, I have been deeply affected by the scourge of gambling, and
I know the awful truth that lies behind the statistics of loss. Gambling is an addiction like any other,
and like all addictions it is an issue of mental health. Our health system has made great strides in
understanding the need for integrated treatment within the mental health system for people who are
affected by alcohol and other drugs, but this is not yet true for people suffering from a gambling
addiction. The connection between mental health and gambling is stark. In a 2011 study nearly 20 per
cent of people presenting at the Alfred acute mental health facility identified as having a gambling
problem. We need a systemic response to recognise gambling as an issue that requires both universal
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screening and an integrated response. The support systems were not there as my family struggled with
the mental health of a loved one, but I will work hard to make sure that they are there in the future for
families affected by gambling.
The impacts of gambling on families are far-reaching. For me, it meant starting again. As a newly
single mother trying to return to the workforce, I discovered what too many women of my age come
to know: after 10 years of raising my kids and running a farm my skills from my previous career had
become redundant. I had always worked in media and marketing, and in the time I was away social
media was born. I quickly discovered that no-one was interested in my exemplary skills with a fax
machine. So I went back to TAFE to retrain. I will be forever indebted to Irene Wharfe, my wonderful
TAFE teacher in Ballarat who not only gave me the skills to get back into the workforce but also the
confidence to start again.
I welcomed this government’s announcement of free TAFE courses because I know from personal
experience what a difference TAFE can make. Free TAFE is a policy that will impact people’s lives
for the better, both the lives of young Victorians and the lives of many who need to reskill and retrain
to re-enter the workforce. I am proud that this government understands the importance of skills and
training and has restored TAFE to its rightful place as an institution dedicated to providing the right
skills for the right jobs.
I had the good fortune to have family support that enabled me to return to TAFE and upgrade my
skills. As I sought to set up house and provide for my two sons, I was keenly aware of the many women
in my situation who did not have that family support. But for the circumstance of my birth, I could
have been living in a refuge and surviving on Newstart.
We need to do more to address the fastest growing cohort of the homeless—middle-aged women. I
commend this government for its commitment to public housing, with 100 new houses to be built in
Ballarat. A roof over your head is a start, but real empowerment comes through getting the skills to
play an active role in the world. McAuley House, a supported accommodation service for homeless
women, recently opened in Ballarat. Its model of both accommodation and support to return to the
workforce will make a transformative difference to many women’s lives.
What I have learnt and bring to this house is the knowledge that when we work together we create real
change. I was inspired by the collaborative ethos of the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras, and I
see it today in the union movement. In these times of wages barely keeping up with inflation and the
ever-increasing casualisation of the workforce, I believe everyone who is committed to progress must
stand with the union movement to create real change for working people.
As my sons near the age of looking for full-time work, I am keenly aware that young people in our
community are being cheated by the gig economy; seeing their rights at work ever eroded by
cash-in-hand work and insecure jobs. I want my sons to grow strong in a community, not just an
economy. The union movement was borne out of the need for working people to have a voice at the
table and we need that voice now, more than ever.
The Ballarat Regional Trades and Labour Council is 160 years old. I am proud to march each year
with members of the council and the region’s labour movement on Labour Day. I commend to you
the work that the current secretary, Brett Edgington, has done to create the Young Workers Legal
Centre in Ballarat. The union movement not only protects our rights at work but is also an important
defender of occupational health and safety. Last year, 154 people were killed at work in Australia, and
that is 154 too many. I am proud that this government has committed to industrial manslaughter
legislation and I look forward to working with Lana Cormie, the Brownlees and the unions to get our
industrial manslaughter laws right.
I would now like to acknowledge the hard work and commitment of the previous member for
Buninyong, Geoff Howard. He took and held the seat of Ballarat East and latterly Buninyong for
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19 years. I believe that this was the consequence of Geoff’s complete commitment to his constituents.
That commitment and his personal values can be seen in all that he achieved for the electorate both in
and out of government. His passion for education is well known, and under his watch every state school
in the electorate has seen a substantial upgrade. That legacy will have impacts on generations to come.
Geoff’s passion for the environment has also led to many gains for our community. For those of us in
Ballarat East, the creation of Woowookarung Regional Park will be a lasting reminder of his good
works. I applaud Geoff’s work in his final term as a member of the committee for drug law reform
and that he now continues to advocate for harm minimisation. I know that Geoff will continue to
advocate for issues within in our community, and it gives me strength to know that I can always draw
on his long experience.
No matter how good a politician is, we all need the support of our community to get here. And it is
with deep thanks that I acknowledge the endless work of our Community Action Network. To each
and every volunteer who spent their time knocking on doors and talking to the community about our
Labor values, I say thank you. I extend my thanks to the Victorian branch of the Labor Party and in
particular to Kos Samaras for his unwavering support and guidance. I thank my campaign team and
in particular my campaign manager and bestie, Heidi Flower.
We all worked long and hard to ensure we got another Labor government. Time and time again on the
doors and the phones I had the same conversation—people telling me that at last we had a government
that was getting things done. And so it is to my colleagues from the 58th Parliament and in particular
our leader, Premier Andrews, that I say thank you. You have restored the confidence of the community
in government and remained true to our progressive values. I look forward to being part of this positive
and progressive government.
My colleagues, my community and my family helped me get here, but the truly exciting path is that
which is yet to come. The electorate of Buninyong is a rich and diverse one, from the strong and proud
community of Sebastopol in Ballarat to Linton, the little arts village that is punching above its weight.
These communities find ever more interesting ways to bring their small townships together. The
Dereel community garden is a haven, the Meredith historical society is a community linchpin, and the
markets of Smythesdale and Ballan bring whole towns and more together.
In the years ahead I look forward to working with all of the communities in my electorate. There are
challenges ahead. Ballarat is experiencing rapid growth and with that comes the need for change. The
Andrews Labor government has begun an agenda that will equip Ballarat for decades to come.
The extensive work on improving our rail services is well underway. I will work to improve the routes
into Ballarat. This will mean better roads and better bus routes. As a farmer, I know too well the
teeth-rattling experience of corrugated roads. Regional Roads Victoria is a game changer. Based in
Ballarat, it provides the community with a direct line to report and track progress on roadworks.
Ballarat can and should be the hub for our whole region. We should encourage people in Ballan to
come west for university, great medical and community health services, and a blossoming food and
wine culture. The communities of the Golden Plains and Moorabool shires deserve local community
facilities that rival any town and the right to find work and services close to home.
I joined the Labor Party for its commitment to social equity. As the member for Buninyong I commit
to fighting every day to ensure that the people of my electorate have equal opportunity no matter where
they live.
Members applauded.
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (12:47): I stand to make my contribution to the address-in-reply to
the Governor’s speech. First of all I will start off by thanking the other candidates who contested the
seat of Gippsland East. We had a field of seven, and the campaign was conducted at times in a fairly
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firm manner, but it was always quite friendly and cordial. That is certainly worthy of note, certainly
given some of the stories I heard about what went on in some of the other seats.
To all those who assisted on my polling booths and with the campaign, I also extend my sincere thanks
to them. In the week of the election—so well into pre-poll—we actually lost one of our booth workers
in a car accident. He was a chap by the name of David Baird. He was going to work on the Marlo
booth on that Saturday, and he lost his life that week. It was a very stark reminder, after having been
on the campaign trail for a number of months, that we often get caught up in what we think are the
important things in life; an event like that very much puts things into perspective. Due to some
complicated circumstances, David’s memorial service is actually this Monday coming. That will be at
Marlo, and I will certainly be attending that. As I said, that was something that was very difficult to
get my head around in the week of the election.
I also want to thank the people of East Gippsland for their support in re-electing me and say that I
certainly look forward to representing all of my constituents in this house for another four years. It is
a great honour being elected, as I am sure all members will agree, to represent your patch. It is
something that I certainly do not take for granted and something that I look forward to doing.
In this position, as we all know, you cannot please everybody all the time. There are often very difficult
decisions to make, and there are positions you have to take that often meet with opposition, but it
remains important that we as elected members—and I think this is the one rule that we all need to
abide by—ensure that we continue to listen and remain balanced. I think if our constituency
understands that we are doing that and that they have been heard, they are more understanding of the
final decisions that we do make.
As we know, campaigns are long and drawn out, and it takes a real commitment from family and
friends over an extended period of time. So I want to thank my wife, Kim, my children Daniel, Lachlan
and Nikita for their support—especially my wife, Kim, who spent an enormous amount of time on
pre-poll with me—and also my son Lachie, who did a great job doing coffee runs but also filling in at
times when someone did not turn up and we were a bit short on pre-poll. He did a great job, so I thank
him as well.
To my 92-year-old mother—everyone probably thinks they have the best mother in the world, but I
am pretty sure I have—who always gives sage advice with a level head, as she has done all her life, I
thank her for her support as well. I also had a number of other family members who helped out. I am
the youngest of seven, so to my brothers David, Peter, John and Michael and my sister Elizabeth, who
helped out on the day—I think Tony was away overseas so he could not be there—I thank all of them.
And there was a horde of volunteers. Unlike some of the metro electorates, we have a lot of polling
booths in the country. We had just on 50 polling booths to fill, and fortunately through a high level of
support in all of our smaller rural and regional communities, we managed to fill them relatively
comfortably. To all those people who stood out there on polling day, I certainly say thanks.
I now want to move on to some of the issues around my electorate. I want to say up-front that I honestly
wish we had had more interest in the seat of Gippsland East from the current government. There were
many projects that should have had bipartisan support and commitments from both sides of politics
simply due to the fact that the need was dire. I will share some of those in a few moments. But I guess
when you go four years without a visit from either the Premier or the Deputy Premier to towns like
Maffra, Bairnsdale, Orbost, Omeo, Lakes Entrance or Heyfield, it is not surprising that you do not get
a lot of interest come election time. Not once did any of those towns, the major towns in my
electorate—the top seven—have a visit from the Premier or Deputy Premier. It is not like they were
incident or issue free. For instance, we had the Heyfield mill disaster. There is a lot of attention on
Hazelwood, but just down the road at Heyfield, we lost half the employment from that big mill. We
did not get a visit at all from the Premier or the Deputy Premier at that time.
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Bairnsdale Secondary College remains unfinished after the coalition built stage 1 and in 2014 and
2018 committed to stage 2. We could not even get a visit from the Minister for Education, despite the
fact that he was invited by the school council. It is the biggest secondary college in our region, and it
needs to be finished. Such was the angst that I actually had one teacher say to me this year, ‘I’ve always
voted Labor my entire life, but if the minister can’t even find the time to come and talk to us in four
years, never again!’. The minister was invited by the school council to visit the school four years ago.
He was reported in the local media as saying that he would do this when his diary permitted, but for
the following four years his diary did not permit it. That did not resonate well around my community.
While he is happy to stand up in this place and say that he is the Minister for the Education State, when
it comes to Bairnsdale Secondary College in East Gippsland, they are very, very hollow words,
because he simply will not visit. I urge him to do so now.
The Bairnsdale fire station was the highest priority of the CFA in the Gippsland region this side of
Melbourne. There are significant occupational health and safety issues there. It is on a highway right
next to an intersection. Once again we had no visit; ironically by the same minister.
The Orbost police station was keenly sought after by members of the force, but again we got no
interest. We got complete duck eggs when it came to getting the Orbost police station on the radar. All
of these projects that I mention were committed to by our side of politics.
Then we move on to public transport, to rolling stock. The coalition committed to over $600 million
to replace our ageing carriages, but there has been nothing from the government. As I said—and it
was actually the three members who sit here at the front table—not one managed to visit those towns
in my electorate at any stage. I actually felt a little bit sorry for the Labor candidate, Mark Reeves, a
chap I have known for quite a few years now—and our relationship was quite good during the
campaign—because Mark got no support at all.
As we start another four years in opposition, I put to the Premier his favourite saying: say what you do
and do what you say. Well, the Premier has said he will stick to that, but he says also that he governs
for all Victorians. So I ask him to please do that, to do what he says—to govern for all Victorians and
come to Gippsland East. There is no more pertinent time to do that than now with the drought we are
experiencing. Over the past four years we have had fires in the landscape impacting on private freehold;
we have had the Heyfield mill basically lose half of its employment, which decimated that town; and
now we are in severe drought. And yet he has not once visited, so I ask him to stick to his own
philosophy, his own saying, and govern for all Victorians—and that includes East Gippslanders as well.
Such is the disregard that has been shown for our electorate that the one announcement that was made
for our region—a nature walk that covers timber harvesting areas—was made in Anglesea and not
released to the East Gippsland community media at all. I believe this occurred as the government
probably knew it would not be welcomed by the 200-plus timber industry workers in Orbost and their
families.
We also have the government currently dithering on the timber release plan, with local contractors and
mills facing short-term insecurity because the government will not make a decision. It must be signed
off on or there will be massive impacts, not only on contractors and mills but also in the wholesale and
retail sectors, not to mention the fact that it will drive up timber imports. So action on this front is
urgently needed as well.
I would also ask the government to pause its wire rope barrier rollout and to consult with the
community and have a rethink on this more generally. What happened was we had an announcement
by the roads minister that centre-of-the-road wire rope barriers would be put up the middle of
Paynesville Road. It was unbeknown to the people of Paynesville and the people of Bairnsdale until
they read it in the paper. But after significant community pushback, there was a backflip on this with
the minister deciding it would not go ahead. I am not opposed to wire rope barriers at all in the right
locations. The evidence shows that they do save lives, but we have barriers currently being installed
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between Bairnsdale and Stratford on sparse, open areas surrounded by flat farmland, where if you ran
off the road, all you would threaten to hit, if you were extremely unlucky, would be a sheep in a
paddock. That is all you would hit. It is dead flat land where the wire rope barriers are going up. The
barriers, if a car gets into trouble, will corral these vehicles back onto the road—and all this while we
have areas like the Great Alpine Road which have heavily treed roadsides and very steep drop-offs,
basically cliff faces, a metre from the road. But no, we are not putting the barriers there; we are putting
them next to flat open paddocks, paddocks without even a tree in them.
I would also like to raise the condition of the new stretch of Princes Highway between Sale and
Stratford. The member for Gippsland South is in the chamber now, and both his office and mine have
been completely inundated with complaints about this new section of road, given the crumbling is so
bad. Even the repairs have failed. The road is falling to bits. The contractors will go out and repair the
road, and then we will get complaints back into our office about the repaired stretches of road having
indeed failed. Despite VicRoads coming out and saying they have this under control, it must hold its
contractors to a higher level of accountability and make sure that lame excuses about the weather
impacting on the road construction are not put up, because we have not had anything outside of normal
summer temperatures in East Gippsland.
There is a lot that can be done for East Gippsland. I certainly hope that we do not have to endure
another four years of being ignored by this government. If I can finalise by saying again that we are in
the midst of one of the worst droughts we have experienced in the region. The Premier or the Deputy
Premier have not visited, and it is time that they came.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. to 2.01 p.m.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.
Grievance debate
The SPEAKER: The question is:
That grievances be noted.

MEMBER CONDUCT
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (14:01): I grieve today for the people of Victoria that have had to
put up with a rorting, lying government that has great form—
The SPEAKER: Order! I remind the member for Caulfield that the use of the word that he has just
used is unparliamentary.
Mr SOUTHWICK: I rise once again to grieve about a rorting government that has deceived the
people of Victoria and that has taken taxpayers money and used it for its own advantage time and time
again. Some of us remember—and some may be a little too young to remember—the advertisement
that was used called ‘Lucky Phil’. Lucky Phil was a campaign that was used by Victoria Police to
show that eventually your luck will run out. Lucky Phil won a few at the races and Lucky Phil won a
number of other different things in his time, but unfortunately Lucky Phil was driving one day under
the influence when the police picked him up and caught him over the alcohol limit. Unfortunately—
or fortunately for members on the road—Phil was taken off the road and his luck had run out.
What we have at the moment is ‘Lucky Dan’. Lucky Dan got away with a stolen dictaphone from a
journalist. Lucky Dan had his minister use a car to chauffeur his dogs around from his holiday home.
Lucky Dan had his former Speaker, Deputy Speaker and President all claiming various benefits, and
effectively once again—
Mr Fowles: On a point of order, Speaker, I ask that the member use the correct titles for members
of this place.
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The SPEAKER: I do ask the member for Caulfield to use the correct titles of members he is
referring to.
Mr SOUTHWICK: I am absolutely happy to call Lucky Dan the Lucky Premier, because the
Lucky Premier again in the 2014 election campaign used taxpayers funds to pay for red shirt
campaigners, known as red shirt rorters, to the extent of $388 000. Whether it be Lucky Phil or Lucky
Dan—the Premier—certainly we have seen a lot of similarities here.
In this particular instance we have again seen the Premier being able to ensure that his luck has kept
him where he is, but how many times can someone’s luck continue to fall on their side of good fortune?
How many times can you have a situation where a government takes the people of Victoria absolutely
for granted and effectively uses taxpayers money as if it were its own money—having its hands in
Victorian taxpayers pockets to use that money not for the good of the state but for its own benefit?
Here is a situation where, quite frankly, we have had enough. Victorians have had enough, and we
have a Premier that has been well and truly in luck but eventually will find that his time will be out of
luck. On 18 July 2018, when asked over the red shirt rorting incident whether he would ensure that his
ministers and members of Parliament would cooperate with the investigation that subsequently
followed, we were told that they would cooperate with Victoria Police. In fact the Premier in July 2018
said ‘everybody should’ and ‘everybody will’ cooperate with Victoria Police.
So what happened is that we had a flow of events that continued as follows: we had in September 2015
reports that Labor MPs were rorting entitlements to pay for election campaigns, and in the Herald Sun
we saw that at that particular time the ALP staff hired last year as electorate officers two days a week
were revealed to be working as campaign workers as part of the Community Action Network. Two
staff were employed to do so for the party last year, and sources said—a Labor leader said—‘We were
told to shut up over their pay’, which was financed by hundreds of thousands of taxpayers money in
cash. That was all subsequently revealed when we had the further investigation by the Ombudsman
that ultimately determined that 21 Labor MPs breached their guidelines for parliamentary funds. The
scheme used Labor’s field organisers, and organisers were partially paid as parliamentary staff—and
then, only then, after the Premier was found out by the Ombudsman, did the Premier say, ‘Well, we
misused $388 000 of taxpayers money; we had better pay it back’.
Let me just remind Victorians of the timeline here, because it is very important to point out that in
September 2015 this whole rorting scheme was unveiled. The first news broke in that article in
September 2015, so when we subsequently, in March 2018, had the Premier say, ‘Well, Ombudsman,
I’ve been found out; I’d better pay it back’, we effectively had three and a half or close to four years
of money, taxpayers money, interest-free, being used by the Premier to his own advantage—and he
then said, ‘I’ve been caught here; I’ll pay it back’. Never mind the fact of the further $1 million that
was paid trying to hide the scheme further to ensure that again he would be able to say, ‘Nothing to be
seen here. This government—nothing to be seen here. We’re operating appropriately’. But of course
there was $1 million of taxpayers money along with $388 000 of taxpayers money for three and a half
years interest-free—all effectively being used to keep the government in power, and that is money that
could have been used on schools, hospitals and certainly ensuring that people are able to go about their
daily lives. Again the privileged Labor lot decided to use it for their own benefit. Well, here is a
situation that was unveiled—a situation that, certainly according to the Ombudsman, showed a lot to
be answered for. It was found that 21 Labor MPs breached the guidelines by certifying payments to
electorate officers who were used for campaign purposes. This is very clear and very transparent. But
what is very interesting is that this whole scheme was not dreamt up by some Labor Party administrator
who came in to campaign headquarters and said, ‘You know what? How about we use a bit of
taxpayers money to campaign so we can ensure we get re-elected’. That was not the case. What we
find is that this particular scheme was dreamt up and managed by none other than the former Treasurer
of the Brumby government, John Lenders. We are told that the former Treasurer was the mastermind
who coordinated this attack on public funds, who ensured that this whole scheme would be carefully
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managed and manipulated. Here is a former Treasurer, one of the highest officers in the state; a
Treasurer in the Brumby government, from the Labor Party, in opposition at the time, having had his
time as Treasurer decides, ‘You know what? I know how the system operates because I have had one
of the highest jobs in the state as Treasurer, so let’s try and rip off the system a bit more’. This is
appalling. It is appalling that a former Treasurer of the state of Victoria would go so far as to dream
up the scheme and work with 16 current members of Parliament, a number of current ministers of
Parliament, to ensure that effectively taxpayers money would be rorted—absolutely would be rorted—
to ensure that they kept their jobs.
We have already heard a number of people talk about transparency. Quite interestingly, back in
November 2014 the then opposition leader, now Premier, told Victorians in his election pitch that:
… more information is always better than less, more transparency’s always better than less, and … we’ve had
enough secrecy.

The then shadow Attorney-General, the member for Keysborough, said:
Labor will end this secret state and open our doors to the public, because we all deserve to know the details
that affect our lives.
Under Labor’s changes, no future government will ever be able to keep a crisis secret. No more hiding, no
more excuses …

We saw the former Attorney-General and the Premier both say that they were going to be more open
and transparent than we had ever seen before, while in opposition in 2014, leading into that election.
First of all, a whole lot of money gets stolen—$388 000 of taxpayers money— to ensure that the Labor
opposition gets itself elected to government. And guess what? The walls go up like in Get Smart, the
cone of silence—nothing to be seen here. That is what we have seen: a most secretive government
hiding from transparency. This particular government is the most secretive government that we have
ever seen.
The police have come out recently and said that none of the 16 members of Parliament were
interviewed. None of them actually fronted up and were interviewed over this particular issue—none
of them. We had a Premier that said, ‘We’re going to be transparent’, a Premier that said, ‘We are
going to cooperate with this investigation’, when the Ombudsman found him out. They were going to
cooperate. Yet as soon as we have a police investigation, all of a sudden the Premier turns around and
says, ‘No, we’re not going to have an interview with the police’. Sixteen members of Parliament,
including a number of ministers, and he said, ‘No, we won’t be interviewed by police’. Then guess
what? We do not have any evidence and we do not find anything further on this particular issue.
What do other Labor members of Parliament have to say about these kinds of things? Tom
Koutsantonis, the former South Australian Treasurer, only a few days ago said:
Surely no minister can survive a refusal to answer questions in a police investigation, it might be their right
to do so personally but politically it must be untenable not to.

There you go. There is a former Labor Treasurer from South Australia who says that a minister should
cooperate with a police investigation; otherwise they should not have their job. Well, a number of
those ministers are currently in their jobs right now. We have Jenny Mikakos, a member for Northern
Victoria Region; Gayle Tierney, a member for Western Victoria Region; Gavin Jennings, a member
for South Eastern Metropolitan Region; and Adem Somyurek, a member for South Eastern
Metropolitan Region. Of course there is the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change,
the member for Mill Park; and the current Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, the member
for Keysborough. John Eren—oh, he is not a minister; that is right. But he was very active in the
campaign, and in fact we had the whistleblower involved—
Mr Fowles: On a point of order, Speaker, I ask you to once again ask the member for Caulfield to
refer to members in this place by their proper titles.
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The SPEAKER: I do ask the member for Caulfield not to persist in referring to members of this
chamber by anything other than their correct title.
Mr SOUTHWICK: Thank you, Speaker. There are so many members of Parliament from the
Labor side that have rorted taxpayers money. There are too many to mention. There are so many
rorters—so many Labor ministers and members that have rorted.
Let me finish with Senator Penny Wong, a great friend of the Labor Party, obviously—a federal
shadow minister. She said:
How do ministers … have their jobs? Today we learnt in #Estimates they refused repeated requests to give
evidence to the †AusFedPolice on the leaking of information which compromised a police operation.

Again that shows a government—
The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the member to resume his seat. I call the member for Yan Yean.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: My practice is to alternate the call across the chamber.
Mr T Bull: On a point of order, Speaker, I was clearly on my feet and ready to speak after you
delayed the call for quite some time and I should have the call.
The SPEAKER: Order! My practice is to alternate the call across the chamber. I do ask members
if they are seeking the call to rise to their feet straightaway.
NILLUMBIK SHIRE COUNCIL
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (14:17): I take great pleasure in joining this first grievance debate of this
Parliament. I am actually hoping that the grief that the Nillumbik shire community has endured for the
last two years under the leadership of one Cr Peter Clarke—the chaos, the bullying, the lack of project
delivery, the long promises with nil delivery—is at an end for the community that the member for
Eltham and I represent. I note that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, the member for Eildon, also
represents part of the Nillumbik area in her electorate. I know that she has previously opined in this
place that little was being spent on council projects in her part of the electorate, and so I know that she
has had her issues as well. I am pleased to see that now we have a new mayor in Cr Karen Egan, after
two years of disgraceful behaviour by Cr Peter Clarke.
I go back to the beginning. When Cr Clarke was elected and became the mayor, the member for
Eltham and I sat down with him and we had a conversation. We said, ‘Look, you’ve beaten some good
councillors that we have worked well with but we always try to work with all councillors. It doesn’t
matter whether they’re on our side of politics or not or whether we like them or not; we must be here
for both of our communities’. We made the point, particularly around the issue of jobs, that we
expected that he as a member of the Liberal Party would be on the same page as we were. What we
have seen is that there has been minimal job growth in the Shire of Nillumbik. The Know Your Council
indicators show that there are fewer planning applications and there are fewer building applications—
that are costing more—that are being successful. Cr Clarke said that Nillumbik would be open for
business, but it seems it is not. It seems that the council is responsible for quite a few job losses.
It was appalling to see what happened to local families just before Christmas. In a Kennett-esque
action, garbage services were contracted out. I think 15 or 16 workers lost their jobs. Right on
Christmas they and their families did not have their jobs anymore. That was preceded a little earlier
by parks and gardens work being contracted out, so another group of locals lost their jobs. Ever since
then, and particularly around the fire season, locals have said that parks and gardens and the look of
the municipality has certainly diminished since this mindless privatisation.
I am pleased to see what happened at the council meeting last week, where the absurd proposition was
put forward to council—and some of them did vote for it—to get rid of the wildlife euthanasia service.
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I had a sad occasion to use this service in August last year, when regrettably my dog, Bella, a muchloved American staffy, and a 7-foot kangaroo got into a fight and mortally injured each other. We had
to take Bella to the vet and have her put down. My husband rang the ranger at Nillumbik shire and he
was just so impressed with the respect with which they treated the injured kangaroo, with how they
minimised the pain for that kangaroo, with how they assisted the landowner next to my office in whose
dam the incident had occurred and that they removed the dead kangaroo quickly. One of the things
that we in Nillumbik shire pride ourselves about is our wildlife. To have thought for a minute that
privatisation should come before animal welfare is just gobsmacking.
Peter Clarke was previously a vice-president of the Liberal Party and was elected as a councillor of
Melbourne City Council at the same time Robert Doyle was elected to that council. He has a long
history with the Liberal Party. I was speaking with the member for Warrandyte earlier this morning
and we reminded one another that he in fact beat Cr Clarke for preselection in the electorate of
Warrandyte at the time of Phil Honeywood retiring. I think maybe he has almost forgiven Ryan Smith
for beating him by one vote, but he has got a long history with the member for Warrandyte—
The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the member to use correct titles.
Mr Southwick: On a point of order, Speaker, as you rightly pointed out earlier about members
being able to utilise the correct titles of members of Parliament, I ask you to redirect the member to be
calling people by their title.
The SPEAKER: Thank you. I just did.
Ms GREEN: Thank you, Speaker. You had already done that. Whether Peter Clarke was a Liberal
or not was really nothing to me. I actually thought that if he were a serious businessman, this would
actually mean we might have some serious business undertaken at Nillumbik shire and that the outline
of the capital program that he had set for the shire would maybe set some records for getting things
done. But nothing could be further from the truth.
There has been a lot of mud thrown by Cr Clarke at the member for Eltham and me. At almost every
turn we have been able to secure the funds that have been requested by council. What has not occurred
has been delivery. There has been almost no delivery. We have secured an enormous amount of funds
from the Growing Suburbs Fund in particular. I do want to commend the Andrews Labor government
for this magnificent fund. I know that the 10 interface shires really value that, as do the MPs. Mitchell
and Whittlesea shires have been able to secure funds and utilise them very well. Sadly, that has not
been so with Nillumbik.
I identify the Civic Drive precinct community development, right outside the council offices. It was
funded in 2016–17 and it still has not been completed. It is underway at the moment; it has almost
been completed. But I mean, seriously? On the Growing Edendale project, the Edendale farm
infrastructure change, I understand that the former mayor, Cr Clarke, interfered at various times in the
scope of that project, which is obviously why it has been delayed. It was provided with $500 000 under
the Growing Suburbs Fund in 2016–17, and it is only going to be opened by the Minister for Local
Government next week. There is also the Eltham Leisure Centre aquatic redevelopment. I have
numerous copies of the Nillumbik News, the council newsletter, that I am holding in my hand. It gave
huge variance on when this project was going to be completed. It is only about to be officially opened
just now, despite receiving funding from this government in 2015–16.
The Diamond Creek netball pavilion—well, hasn’t that been a debacle? The member for Eltham and I
were able to secure $2826.25 of a $3106.25 project in 2017–18. I read in the last Nillumbik News, the
spring version, that an architect has been appointed for the demolition and rebuild, and it is on its way.
That is what the mayor said in spring, September–November 2018, while the Diamond Creek Force
Netball Association knows that council were delayed months and months and were not able to proceed
because they seemed to have forgotten, seemed to have neglected to know before they submitted the
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application that the proposed location for the pavilion is on a flood plain. Anyone who lives in Diamond
Creek knows that twice in the last decade we have had floods cross into Diamond Creek. For an
authority that expects builders and planners to actually have their ducks in a row, a council that seeks
to tell other developers how to do things, to not know about a flood plain is just inexcusable. I also note
that in the Spring 2018 September–November edition of Nillumbik News it says:
Marngrook Oval Pavilion Development: the construction of a $1.6 million new sports pavilion including
revamping the car park is currently on the architect’s drawing board.

I turned the sod on this in September. There is a construction fence around it, and I think that the
former mayor needs to explain. There is not another bit of work that has occurred on that site since I
turned the sod in September, and they are saying it will not be completed until late 2019. It is a small
female-friendly change room facility. It just beggars belief. It is really concerning to me, and I think
the community has a right to ask whether the sod was merely turned to get the first progress payment
but there has been no intention to do any more work.
On the Diamond Creek trail, the Creek Trailblazers have been wanting to get funding for this for years.
Well, I secured $4 million for that purpose in last year’s budget in May. My advice is that Nillumbik
shire may spend $50 000 before the end of this financial year, and yet there are going to my federal
counterparts and saying, ‘We want money’. They have not even purchased the land, and yet in the
summer edition of the Nillumbik News, December–February 2018–19, they have the temerity to list,
under ‘Capital works undertaken by council’, the Diamond Creek trail extension—$11 million. We
gave them $4 million. The land acquisition, they say, is expected to be completed in early 2019. I am
not aware of any of that occurring. They are saying it will be completed mid-2019, and yet other parts
of the council are saying they are going to my federal counterparts, the member for McEwen and the
candidate for Jagajaga, putting their hand out for more money. So what is the truth? Why is it that,
year in and year out, we have different deadlines and information about projects?
This capital works list should have had the Greensborough Hockey Club with $2 million for an
upgrade there, but it is not even listed. As bizarre as this is, the former mayor certainly knows that you
cannot leverage a Growing Suburbs Fund application against a sport and recreation fund application,
but that is exactly what they did. They tried to secure double the amount that the Greensborough
Hockey Club need to do that upgrade, but it does not even appear on their list. Fortunately I was able
to speak to the relevant ministers. We withdrew the sport and recreation application, and the growing
suburbs one was successful for a reasonable amount of money and for the amount that it will cost to
build. It is not even on their list. They have been allocated the funds, and yet they have been speaking
also to my federal counterparts and saying that they want money for this project.
I have dealt with three CEOs in the time that Cr Clarke has been on this council. Is it any wonder there
is chaos in this council when they keep changing leadership like that? The staff turnover is amazing.
The people who we try to deal with and who the clubs try to deal with to get these projects delivered
are unbelievable. I really hope that Carl Cowie, who is now the CEO, is able to take action and work
with the new mayor, Karen Egan, to bring things back into play. The bullying that we have seen by
Cr Clarke, through the chair, of women—ratepayers—in tears when they dared to ask a question.
To make it worse, on Monday last week he threatened a group of children—a group of schoolchildren,
one who had not even begun school—because they dared to walk over the landscaping outside
Nillumbik shire offices. He flailed his arms around—he is a tall man—at a three-year-old, a five-yearold and a seven-year-old and said, ‘You are Apollo Parkways children. You are all lazy and you’ve
got no respect’. Talk about sounding like you are from the landed gentry! And then when the mother
came in and complained—she did say that, to his credit, he came out to speak to them—he began
bullying and berating her. The three-year-old, that night, was saying, ‘Mummy, does the bad man
know where we live?’. The five-year-old, on his fifth day of school the next day, had to be carried into
school, sobbing because of the bad man in the suit he was so frightened of.
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The CEO needs to act and work with the new, good mayor and bring this councillor to heel, make him
be disciplined and investigate him. He should be stood down pending this investigation. The bullying
and the mayhem must stop at Nillumbik council, and I call on the CEO to do that.
DROUGHT ASSISTANCE
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (14:32): I rise to make a contribution to the grievance debate, and I
grieve for the farmers of East Gippsland, who are not only in the grip of one of the worst droughts in
that region for some time but are also facing hardship on a number of other fronts. In relation to these
other areas I will detail those later in my contribution, but initially I would like to focus on the drought
that is impacting our region. Articles in the metropolitan media in the first couple of days of this week
brought home some of the tales of hardship, and in fact the media started to refer to the drought in
areas of East Gippsland as the forgotten drought. Well, it has not been forgotten by those who are
living in the region, particularly those who are living on the land.
The state government response to date—and we hope that this will change—has been disappointing,
and I will help you understand why it has been a little bit disappointing. Here is a snapshot of what
has been provided to date by the state. There have had 55 drought-related workshops—and yes,
workshops are good, but at the end of the day they are of very little assistance to those that are facing
financial woes. There are has been an on-farm drought infrastructure support grants stream. This
assists with some drought-proofing works, but to leverage the $5000, you need to provide matching
funding of $5000. Now, a lot of our famers on the land who are currently going through this
horrendous drought do not have the $5000 sitting there in spare cash to be able to leverage this state
government money, so I think there have only been something like 300 applications from right across
the entire Gippsland region. So yes, it is handy for those who can afford it, but certainly the vast
majority or the bulk cannot. As I said, the point is that if you do receive this or you want to qualify to
receive this, you have to provide your own funds as well. We have also had two additional rural
financial counsellors, which has been handy. There has been a backlog of support requests. This has
definitely been handy, but again for the majority it does not provide any financial assistance in the
areas they need.
Perhaps the most misguided support to date has been the back-to-school relief. This is okay if you are
on the land and you have got children that are attending school, but this is flawed in that families who
are not on the land have been offered it. Indeed I got a letter to say that I could receive this back-toschool relief for my secondary college-age daughter—I am sitting on 7 acres; I would hardly call
myself a farmer—whereas the farmers down the road on large acreages that do not have any schoolage kids do not get it. So it is a ridiculous example of people in the town with school-age kids
qualifying and farmers on the land without school-age kids not being able to access this support.
We have also had funds for community resilience programs. Again they are handy programs but of no
use to farmers on the land who have financial hardships and who need support to ease that financial
hardship. Since September last year the member for Gippsland South; an upper house member for
Eastern Victoria Region, Melina Bath; and I have been calling on this government to commit to
council rate relief—that is, the government subsidise farm rates on behalf of farmers so that councils
are not worse off and farmers will have some funds back in their own pockets. I will tell you why we
have been calling for this. We have been calling for this because this is what the farmers want. It is a
clear message that they have indeed given us.
Pre-Christmas I attended several drought forums right across the region, from Orbost right down to
Briagolong in my electorate, and I know the member for Gippsland South has been very active as
well. At a number of those forums we actually had the minister and the shadow minister in attendance.
The landholders and farmers that I am referring to had many different requests. Some wanted subsidies
for fodder transport, some wanted support for water cartage costs, some wanted power bill subsidies
because they are now running their pumps for much longer periods of time and some who have
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destocked were even after super subsidies for when it finally does rain so that they can get some pasture
back on their land when they are restocking.
The needs that were put forward by the farming community for support were many and varied. But
when we had the discussion it kept coming back that the agreed best approach that could be spread in
the most even-handed way across the board and that would put funds back into the pockets of farmers
was rate relief. This would have a double impact. Not only would it free up funds for landholders to
spend in their own specific areas of need that were many and varied, but it would also support our
local economy when those funds that the farmers had put aside for council rates were reinvested in
their area of need.
So when we are in a drought it is not only our farmers on the land who are suffering; it is also our retail
businesses, our small and medium-sized businesses that suffer. This would have provided somewhat
of an economic stimulus package to the two shires that are very much struggling. It is the same
predicament in areas of northern Victoria as well, and I note the member for Benambra is in the
chamber. He has areas in his electorate that are currently doing it fairly tough, as are other council
areas in northern Victoria. Rate relief would provide support not only to the farmers but also to the
local business community.
The previous Labor minister said before Christmas that because rates were not due until February they
would be considered in the new year. I heard the minister say that on ABC radio. It was all
straightforward. I did not necessarily agree with it, but okay, the rates were not due until February and
the government would consider this in the new year. As a result of this comment and rates being due
in February, I wrote to the Premier and the minister in January and asked that they now introduce this
farm rate subsidy package, because in fact since the time the minister made this commitment to have
a look at it after the new year the situation had got vastly worse. We had been through another month
and a bit more of absolutely no rain and the situation had become even more dire. Despite my not
hearing back from that correspondence, the new minister was quoted in the Gippsland Times & Maffra
Spectator on 5 February as saying:
… rates are squarely a matter for local councils …

That was a very different commentary to that provided by the minister pre-Christmas. It was not in
line with what was said. I note that in the Gippsland Times & Maffra Spectator this week, after the
articles had been in the Herald Sun and on the front of the Weekly Times and stories had been on
Channel 9 news, the minister has now said that council rate relief is on the table. Now, there is a fair
bit of flip-flopping going on here, because the commentary just does not align.
We are told that the minister is coming to the region this week, and what we ask is that she commit to
council rate relief—the council rate relief that we have been asking for for five months. What will this
cost? When we talk rate relief it is not a lot of money in the context of drought support. In fact for the
East Gippsland shire the farm rate income for the entire shire is a little bit under $5 million. For the
Wellington shire it is around $10 million. So that is $15 million all up to provide what would be a huge
amount of support for our farming community in the region. I ask the minister not to come down on
Friday and leave empty-handed, because in the context of what has gone on in New South Wales over
the border, this $15 million is not a huge cost.
The other point I would like to make in relation to this drought is that it would be good to see the
Premier or the Deputy Premier in East Gippsland. As I mentioned in an earlier contribution here today,
the government is now in its fifth year and they have not been to Orbost, Lakes Entrance, Sale, Omeo,
Stratford, Maffra or Heyfield—unless they drove through on a holiday and I did not know about it.
They are the seven major towns in our region. They have not had a visit from anyone who sits at this
front table here in that time. We have a government that says it governs for all of Victoria. We make
up a pretty big part of Victoria geographically and none of those towns have had a visit. The Premier
did not even come to Heyfield when the milk crisis hit and decimated that town, with the massive loss
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of jobs. I invited the Premier down for a visit in the letter I sent him in January, and I hope that he will
certainly take that up.
The second area I wish to grieve for our farming community about is the despicable actions of unlawful
animal rights activists. The Nationals moved a motion in the last sitting week in the upper house to
defend the rights of Victorian farmers against these illegal activities. The Nationals have been very
strong on this. It was in response to the publishing of thousands of farmers’ personal details on a
website and also—I will say alleged thefts, but there was video footage of these animals being taken—
trespassing. This includes one Gippsland farm, the Gippy Goat Cafe and retail business, which was
impacted by this. The state government must act to condemn the unlawful behaviour of these animal
rights activists and individuals who illegally enter law-abiding farms, not only in the Gippsland region
but statewide, across Victoria. They are left extremist law-breakers who should feel the full force of
the law. It would be good to have some legislative toughening up of the sentences they would face for
undertaking this. The actions are a disgrace and we need to jump on them and hit them with a
sledgehammer. Anyone found guilty of illegally entering Victorian farms, trespassing, stealing
livestock or even promoting or financially supporting farm theft should certainly face the full
consequences. So we need stronger action on that front.
The third point that I wish to raise in relation to this grievance debate on farmers is Lindenow Valley
water security, and it is a matter I raised on the adjournment with the Minister for Water in the last
sitting week. It has been an issue of discussion for quite some time already. Since the last sitting week,
when I raised this issue with the Minister for Water, our Lindenow Valley irrigators have actually been
put on a total ban for one day. Thankfully we had a thunderstorm that came in overnight and fell in
the catchment area, somewhere between half an inch and an inch of rain in the catchment, which took
the farmers back off their permanent ban. I talked to some farmers on Monday—they are now back to
stage 8. Stage 9 and stage 10 can arrive extremely quickly, and then past stage 10 we have a total ban.
An off-river storage has been discussed, and some farmers were happy to consider this, but because
of the delay in action they are now considering on-farm storages. I think it would be good to get the
minister up to have this discussion with farmers—if we are not going to get the off-river storage,
maybe support for on-farm storage for our farming communities is something we can certainly look
at. Now, when we talk about the Lindenow Valley, they provide—just to give you an example of one
of the markets they provide—60 per cent of all the lettuce to McDonald’s up the eastern seaboard of
Victoria. Can you imagine how many burgers and things are eaten up the eastern seaboard of Victoria?
Sixty per cent of that lettuce comes out of the Lindenow Valley, and it is just one of the markets that
they service.
On this water security issue, in 2011 the Liberal-Nationals committed $1 million to consider water
security options. Initially that looked at a whole range of options, including aquifer storage, on-farm
storage and off-river storage. The federal government then came in in 2016 and provided a further
$550 000 to complete the project. This industry generates between $100 million and $120 million for
the local economy. I have touched on the McDonald’s market, but I stress that is just one of the many,
many big markets and contracts that these Lindenow Valley vegetable producers have. Speaking to
one farmer last week, I said, ‘What’s your plan now for when we get to the total ban?’ and he said,
‘Well, for a multimillion-dollar business, my business plan is to put the crops in the ground and hope
that it rains’. That is not a great business plan for a multimillion-dollar industry. They really do need
their water security addressed.
In summing up, there are those three areas where this government can provide some immediate
support to our farmers in East Gippsland. Hopefully it will start this Friday when the minister visits,
and we can get some farm rate subsidies on the table to local government. We also need to follow up
on these outrageous acts by extremist animal activists and get serious about addressing the concerns
of those irrigators in the Lindenow Valley.
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (14:47): I rise to grieve for the parlous state of our federal Liberal
government. This would have to be the worst government in living memory—probably one of the
worst governments, in fact, in Australia’s history. Every day there is a new crisis, and every day the
Prime Minister and a couple of his senior ministers stand in their blue suits behind the Australian flag
pretending to be people in control and of some substance, but clearly the evidence of the daily
embarrassment that is Canberra is absolutely putting a lie to that front that they put on.
In the dying days of the Turnbull government—and in hindsight how stable did that government look
compared to the current government, how stable did the Turnbull government look in comparison to
the Morrison government?—that government gave almost half a billion dollars, $444 million, to a
charity with links to big polluting businesses and tasked them with helping the Great Barrier Reef. So
an organisation that had links to big polluting businesses was to actually somehow help resuscitate the
Great Barrier Reef. The Great Barrier Reef Foundation—with just a handful of employees, it was
found out, and effectively a shell of an operation connected to the Liberal Party—received almost half
a billion dollars of federal taxpayer money.
Just last week we found out a group called Paladin Security was provided with $423 million—again,
close to the half-a-billion-dollar mark—to provide security services on Manus Island. The government
said it was a closed tender process. Of course it was closed, because it was open to one group; that is
how you define a closed tender process, I understand. You would think that such a major contract
would be provided to an organisation with major headquarters, countless staff, employees, at least a
website worth its salt. No, no, they found the head office of this organisation—it was in some disused
beach shack on Kangaroo Island. Even if you were a Pulitzer Prize-winning author, you could not
come up with that kind of fiction. It is just appalling. It is woeful. And of course the quality of the
contract—$20 million a month to undertake security services—independent reports have shown that
the cost is actually about $3 million a month.
My question is: what happens to the $17 million surplus a month that company is potentially making?
Mr R Smith interjected.
Mr DIMOPOULOS: As much as the honourable member opposite does not want to hear the truth
about the federal Liberal Party, his colleagues and counterparts, just this week, as if those—
Mr R Smith interjected.
Mr Donnellan: On a point of order, we cannot hear what the minister is actually saying. We seem
to be getting far too many interjections from the member for Warrandyte, which he has a habit of
doing in this house frequently, so I would ask him to desist.
Mr R Smith: On the point of order, it was pretty clear that the member for Oakleigh was being
very hypocritical in his contribution. It was certainly important that he needed that pointed out to him,
because the Transurban deal that was done for the West Gate Tunnel is also a closed tender process
by his definition.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Carbines): On the point of order, naturally the house is a place
for debate, and I expect members will make some contributions and commentary, but it is also
important that the Chair and members are able to hear the contributor and the member that is on their
feet. Now, I would ask the member for Oakleigh to continue and for other members to desist from
their interjections.
Mr DIMOPOULOS: It does not surprise me that some of them get hot under the collar. But just
this week, if we thought those examples were in the past, the federal finance minister of this country
could not remember if he had paid for a holiday. The federal finance minister—not the health minister,
not the education minister—the federal finance minister, who is meant to have numbers to hand, can
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count numbers on the back of his hand—he could not remember if he had paid for a holiday for his
family. But what was evident to everybody who paid a little bit of attention was that the company—
to which he did not know whether he had paid for a holiday out of his own funds—had a billion-dollar
contract with the federal government. From whose department was it? The federal minister for
finance’s department. Also, the CEO of that company, Helloworld Travel, is a senior office-holder in
the Liberal Party. So it is very, very convenient for the federal minister for finance not to remember if
he had personally paid for a holiday for him and his family. Who rings a CEO to book a holiday? It
would be like me ringing Alan Joyce at Qantas and saying, ‘G’day, Alan. I need to go to Canberra’,
or Sydney, ‘tomorrow from Tullamarine at 3.15 p.m. I’ll be back on Sunday. Can I leave it with you?’,
and then forgetting I had made that call and not checking my Visa statement. I bet he would not be
flying economy, so there would be a chunk of money coming out of his personal account. You would
think he would remember that. Of course he is a finance minister. That is why this is just embarrassing
on top of those other examples.
Then we have got a Parliament-run and funded inquiry into an opposition policy, the franking credits,
which is unorthodox in itself, but then somehow the timing of the events for this inquiry by the
Parliament of Australia, controlled by the Liberal government, seemed to dovetail with a roadshow of
a private company selling financial services. It seemed to dovetail with the same locations as that. If I
am a private company seeking to sell my financial services and I do not really want to pay for the mailout to invite people to a seminar, I will just go to my friends in Canberra and I will say, ‘Well, how
about you do it on the taxpayer? You invite people to talk about franking credits, and I might just be
there as well selling my wares’. That is woeful and that is misconduct, in my view, of the highest
order. These Australians signed a petition to express some concern about a policy position—yes,
federal Labor, which I agree with—and their name somehow ends up being aligned to a private
company selling financial services.
Of course the incompetence does not stop there. This is a federal government that still does not have
a national energy policy. Not only do they not have a national energy policy but they come out and
complain and blame innovative state governments, whether it be the previous South Australian Labor
government or the proud Andrews Labor government, for any issues of supply and demand in the
energy market here in Victoria, when we know that we have done more in four years—in fact we have
done more in one year—to secure supply not just for today but for the future through deepening the
supply of energy in Victoria, and the federal government has just sat on its hands and done almost
nothing. To say they have done nothing would mean that they would not even be having conversations
about it. They have had a few conversations. So not only do they not do anything on energy policy but
they come to Victoria and complain about our apparent lack of action when it is clear that with the
most recent blackout we had it was the old coal that failed Victorians—the same coal that the Prime
Minister that you adore, member for Warrandyte, held up in the chamber of federal Parliament in what
is now an embarrassing picture that haunts him.
Not only that, but yesterday we heard the Minister for Transport Infrastructure talk about the $3 billion
we thought was secured in the federal budget for us in Victoria and which the Prime Minister had
previously said was secured. Somehow in a radio interview this week he said it is not actually there.
Of course it is not. It was there when it was convenient for him that it be there during the state election
to help his Victorian Liberal mates, but it was not there once that passed.
Of course the Royal Commission into Misconduct in the Banking, Superannuation and Financial
Services Industry heard some of the worst and most devastating stories—which will end up being
found to be criminal behaviour when they go to court—about what average Australians have had to
endure. It was a royal commission that was not wanted by this federal government. As Bill Shorten
has said many times—as has my local member of Parliament, the federal shadow minister for financial
services, Clare O’Neil—this Prime Minister, this government, voted against a royal commission
26 times. The only time they did not vote against it was the 27th time because there was enough of a
political and public push against them that they had to toe the line. I am told the federal Parliament
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will sit for 10 days in eight months to deal with what is one of the most significant reforms of the
financial sector in this country’s history—in fact probably the most significant reform.
Probably the worst element of this federal government is that it mirrors the worst elements of the
opposition at least prior to the last state election—we hope they have learnt their lesson—and that is
the scare campaign. When you cannot win an election on your own merits and your own good public
policy, why don’t you just scare voters into voting for you? That is what the federal Liberals are doing
right now with the boat people campaign. They are opening Christmas Island to host how many
refugees and how many asylum seekers? Not one. The Prime Minister himself has said numerous
times since the vote for the Migration Amendment (Urgent Medical Treatment) Bill 2018 went
through that the borders are safe. In fact he knows it is a bipartisan policy federally on keeping our
borders secure, but this is complete spin because he knows that there will not be any boat arrivals and
therefore he will take the credit. But if on the off-chance there is an ‘illegal’ boat arrival, he will just
blame Labor. So he has got the spin down pat.
It is a scare campaign which I think may have worked 15 years ago on the Australian public, but I do
not think it is going to work today. I say that with some experience, not with the same scare campaign
but some with almost the exact same formula, the ones that the Victorian Liberals and Nationals
previous to the state election thought they had down pat. They did scare campaigns in public policy
areas that I had never, ever seen scare campaigns done in before. We all know the public policy areas
you would expect scare campaigns on, which are crime or illegal boat arrivals. They did it on African
gangs. We all know that, and that is where they were very simpatico with their federal counterpart
Peter Dutton, who said he would not feel safe going out to a restaurant in Melbourne. The hysterical
and funny thing about that, if there was anything funny about it, was that at the very time he said that,
the Chief Commissioner of Police was giving evidence to a public inquiry in Victoria saying that
Victoria has the lowest youth crime rate of any state in Australia except the ACT. So it is lower than
the home city, Brisbane, where Peter Dutton is from. That is an absolute divorce from reality of the
federal and Victorian Libs. The facts and their narrative, their puff and their talk, are completely at
odds with each other.
But we saw their scare campaigns in a whole host of other areas, such as the fire services. I think that
was an extraordinarily savage, awful and unethical scare campaign. They said that somehow through
the reforms to fire services that we were seeking to make, and actually the reforms we did make in terms
of funding and upgrading a whole bunch of CFA and MFB stations, we were going to compromise fire
services throughout Victoria. That was a most awful campaign. Somehow we were going to
disempower volunteers; somehow we were going to make it all worthless. It was most horrendous. The
member sitting opposite, the member for Gembrook, was up to his eyeballs in that campaign.
But they had scare campaigns on infrastructure projects, on sky rail, on projects that actually tried to
meet the demands of a growing state. Traffic chaos, road demands—they did scare campaigns on
every element they could possibly find. And do you know why, Deputy Speaker? Because they do not
have any positive policies. They came late in the piece. Even the member for Kew, with his roadshow
about how to manage population growth, ended up with pretty much zero. Actually it all ended up
with a document called ‘Get back in control’.
My view on that is that they lost control; nobody else did. The Victorian community did not lose
control; the Victorian Labor government did not lose control. ‘Get back in control’ was a message
internally to the Liberal Party—get back in control because you have lost it internally. That was the
issue. Whether it be through their right-wing Marcus Bastiaan forces or whatever, that was what that
document was geared for—it was not geared for the public domain.
In the end both the state and federal Libs have proven they are not a party worthy of government. That
is not my judgement; that is the Victorian people’s judgement. I feel strongly that the Victorian people,
at least in the federal context, will make the same judgement about the federal Libs and about the
federal Nats, and that the Australian people generally will make the same judgement about Scott
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Morrison, despite his blue suits and the fancy scenes he has behind him when he wants to look all
prime ministerial. I hope that the good people of Australia will vote Bill Shorten in as Labor Prime
Minister. (Time expired).
PILL TESTING
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) (15:02): Today I rise to grieve for five young lives lost this summer:
Joseph Pham, 23 years old, and Diana Nguyen, 21, at the Defqon.1 Festival on 15 September; Callum
Brosnan, 19 years old, Knockout Games of Destiny on 9 December; Josh Tam, 22 years old, the Lost
Paradise Festival on 29 December; and Alex Ross-King, 19 years old, the FOMO Festival on
12 January.
My heart breaks for these young people and their families. Joseph, Diana, Callum, Josh and Alex are
five young people who died due to poisoning or drug overdoses at music festivals and events just this
summer. They are the reason we need a trial of pill testing in Victoria. But right now unfortunately
Premier Andrews and his Labor government are standing in the way. So I am here today during this
debate to plead with the government: please, please, look at the evidence and please change tack.
Young people’s lives are at risk, and we can actually do something about it, but only if this government
have the courage to change their minds.
At the centre of this debate what we are really talking about is people’s lives. Let us never, ever forget
that. We will never categorically know if pill testing could have saved the lives of all or some of these
young people, but what we do know is that the ‘Just say no to drugs’ approach—the approach that
both Labor and the Liberals continue to champion—has simply not worked. And we know that there
is evidence from around the world that there is a better approach: from the UK, France, Spain,
Switzerland, Austria, Slovenia, Belgium, Hungary, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland,
Portugal, the USA, Canada, Colombia, Mexico, Uruguay and New Zealand; and even the ACT right
here at home. These countries and states show that pill testing reduces overdoses and deaths, and it
can even reduce drug use. Premier Andrews must stop blindly ignoring this evidence and at least
support a trial of pill testing in Victoria.
I am one who believes it is important for politicians to be honest with the public and to act with
integrity. That is why today I want to be honest with this chamber and the Victorian people and share
my personal story. When I was a student I was young and curious, just like the young people we have
lost this summer—Joseph, Diana, Callum, Josh and Alex. A couple of times, with my friends at a
party or event, I took what I thought was ecstasy or MDMA. In reality my friends and I had no idea
what we were taking. It could have been anything. When I think of the young people we have lost to
overdoses or to poisoning this summer, I know that I was just so lucky. I was so lucky that whatever
it was that I took was not dangerous and was not deadly.
Sure, my friends and I had heard the ‘Just say no to drugs’ message. Sure, we knew that there were
risks. But to be honest, as with most young people, our youthful optimism, our curiosity and our sense
of invincibility were probably more powerful than our worry about the risks. The simple fact is that
this ‘Just say no’ approach is not working on thousands of young people today who do experiment. If
I had had access to pill testing, I would have used it. In all likelihood I probably would not have ended
up taking the pills at all.
It is time our government showed leadership and courage. That is why today I am announcing that the
Greens will be introducing a bill into Victorian Parliament tomorrow to allow a pill testing trial here
in Victoria. It is long overdue, and it is the right thing to do. My Greens colleagues Cate Faehrmann
in NSW and Shane Rattenbury in the ACT have both admitted to trying pills. I am probably not the
only one in this chamber who has tried them either. People all over Australia are already having
mature, sophisticated conversations about pills. There was a mature, sophisticated conversation about
it on the Q&A television program on Monday night. People are having this conversation over their
kitchen tables, at house parties and at festivals. Parents are talking about it with their kids and with
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their friends. But unfortunately the Victorian Labor government is refusing to come to the table and
join that conversation.
The ‘Just say no’ approach is simply failing, but it is not just failing; it actually means we are missing
a vital opportunity to have a conversation with young people about drugs. This ‘Just say no’ approach
does not make people scared of taking pills. It simply pushes them into the shadows—out of sight, out
of mind—until the problem presents in first aid tents and hospitals around Victoria.
It is time to bring the conversation about drugs into the open and trial pill testing right here in Victoria.
The evidence does back pill testing. That is a fact, and that is why we need a trial. Many countries
around the world, even the ACT here in Australia, are testing pills successfully. Victoria is already
behind the eight-ball.
The ACT Greens-Labor government were brave enough to trial pill testing at the Groovin the Moo
festival in 2018. Unsurprisingly they found that pill testing works. Eighty-four per cent of the drugs
tested at Groovin the Moo were expected to contain MDMA—84 per cent expected to contain it—but
actually only 51 per cent did. Most were actually just fillers or cutting agents that had no psychoactive
ingredients in them. But the trial did find two pills with highly toxic chemicals in them, including
ephylone. This is a chemical which has been responsible for a number of mass overdoses around the
world. It causes circulation problems, lethal heart palpitations and hallucinations. The benefits of
recognising dangerous batches of drugs are quite well proven. In one case, pill testing in the
Netherlands and Belgium found that a batch of pills with a Superman logo on them contained a
dangerous and unpredictable bunch of toxic compounds. The Netherlands and Belgium, after finding
this out, launched successful national mass media campaigns to stop people taking the Superman pills.
In the UK there was no pill testing at the time and no public campaign, and those same Superman pills
caused the deaths of four people. What will we do in Victoria when a similarly toxic drug is
circulating? Will we even find out about it without pill testing?
Despite what the Premier might say, pill testing is not about giving people a green light to take drugs.
For goodness sake, we are actually already giving young people the biggest red light that we have:
taking these drugs is illegal. Pill testing will never tell someone that their pill is totally safe and send
them on their way. We know that pills, even if not contaminated with poison, can be dangerous. What
pill testing actually does is it gets health professionals in front of young people to talk about the risks
at precisely the right time—when they are considering taking the drug. These conversations—mature,
sophisticated and non-judgemental—can save lives, and that is really what this debate is all about.
Once a pill is tested, even if it contains exactly what it supposedly was meant to contain, health
professionals still sit down with the person. They have a face-to-face discussion with the person who
is considering taking that drug. It is a conversation where there is no threat of criminal conviction, no
judgement and no demonisation, so young people are actually more likely to listen. It is a conversation
that puts the wellbeing of young people first, and it works. Research shows that as hard as governments
might try, young people around the world just do not listen to a ‘just say no’ message, but they do trust
pill-testing services to give them accurate, non-judgemental information. It works.
At Canberra’s Groovin the Moo trial last year, 35 per cent of people who used pill testing said they
would reduce their drug use as a result of the testing and a further 7 per cent were undecided. Research
from Austria has shown that 50 per cent of those who had their drugs tested would alter their behaviour
as a result. So we have a tool in front of us that it is proven could change drug-taking behaviour in
50 per cent of people who use it, yet we are refusing to use that tool. It sounds kind of ridiculous to
me. If we had a tool that was shown to reduce smoking in 50 per cent of smokers who used it, surely
we would throw money at it, yet when it comes to illegal drugs like pills somehow this government
thinks it is morally defensible to say they are not even prepared to look at the solution or the evidence.
This government is happy to say, ‘Sorry kids, you’re on your own’.
Thanks to the ACT Greens-Labor government, it has just been announced that Groovin the Moo
Canberra will again have pill testing in 2019 off the back of the successful 2018 testing. I applaud
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them for being willing to have this open, frank conversation with young people and for actually
listening to what young people need. We could have pill testing at Groovin the Moo Bendigo if the
Premier had the courage to change his mind, like he did on safe injecting rooms, but currently this
government is digging their heels in and refusing to act.
The member for Prahran pushed the Premier on this issue just two weeks ago. The Premier told us that
he will not allow pill testing because of his ‘common sense’—not because of advice from the health
department, not because of advice or evidence from other professionals and not because of evidence
from around the world where pill testing has actually been researched and studied very rigorously but
just because his common sense tells him he should not support it. Well, Premier, that approach is
comprehensively irresponsible and just such an absolute shame. Premier, please listen to the evidence
and stop blocking Victorians’ access to pill testing.
Needle exchange programs and safe disposal boxes for used needles were once rejected by
governments because of common sense. The Andrews Labor government rejected for a long time a
medically supervised injection room in Richmond because of so-called common sense. Medicinal
cannabis for serious health conditions was also rejected for a long time by governments because of
common sense. But the evidence for each of these harm-reduction approaches to drugs was simply
overwhelming, and in each case support from the community for a new evidence-based approach to
an old problem won out. These programs are now saving lives, and in fact the government is publicly
championing them and shouting about their successes from the rafters. Common sense, I would like
to remind the Premier, is not scientific evidence, and the evidence backs pill testing. I would say that
it really should be common sense for the Premier of a state to actually rely on evidence rather than gut
instinct or scare campaigns from the tabloid press or right-wing politicians.
But nobody here and nobody out there in the public needs to take all this from me, because it is not
just the Greens pushing for pill testing. The families and friends of people who have died from drug
poisoning have bravely spoken out in favour of pill testing, including a mother whose son Daniel died
at the Rainbow Serpent Festival in 2012 and a grandmother whose granddaughter Alex died at FOMO
just this year. Former Australian Federal Police commissioner Mick Palmer supports it, as does New
Zealand’s present police minister, Stuart Nash—in fact he has implored health ministers around
Australia to support it. Some other people who support it include the Royal Australasian College of
Physicians, the Australasian College for Emergency Medicine, the Australian Medical Association,
Harm Reduction Victoria, the National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre and Students for Sensible
Drug Policy—and 82 per cent of young people support it.
In conclusion, I would like to quote a sentence usually attributed to Albert Einstein: ‘The definition of
insanity is doing the same thing over and over and expecting different results’. That is what we are
doing right here in Victoria. Our Labor government is sticking with the line that if we tell people not
to take drugs, they will not and all will be well. Well, Premier, if you continue to believe that, you
really have your head in the sand. It is time to actually look at the evidence. It is time to change our
minds. It is time to support pill testing to save lives. It is time to support the Greens’ bill to allow a trial
right here in Victoria.
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (15:17): I rise today to grieve: if in 86 days time the AbbottTurnbull-Dutton-Morrison government is re-elected, it will inflict the current type of cuts and
blindsiding of Victorians that has gone on for too long. This upcoming federal election is about values.
It is about what you prioritise in your community. That contrast could be no greater than at the recent
Victorian state election. While the review of the state Liberal and National parties’ campaigns will
take months, and I am sure submissions will be made by a number of members who were members in
this place and by those who are still serving in the 59th Parliament, there are absolutely warning signs
for the federal Liberal-Nationals government as they head towards the next election that they may
disconnect with working people and not understand the challenges that are facing our time. If you look
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towards some of the post-mortem by some of those opposite and their candidates and then you
consider the opening grievance, that of the member for Caulfield, it seems like they have not learned
too much. Because when you prioritise cuts to education, to health, when you short-change Victorians
on infrastructure and you do not speak up, and you are a Liberal or a National first, before you are a
Victorian, the electorate will punish you.
When you think of our infrastructure contribution barely being 10 per cent, you cannot find one speech
from those opposite either in the 59th Parliament or the 58th Parliament that stands up for Victorians.
That is a great shame and tragedy. In 86 days time hopefully Victoria will get a fair share. Hopefully
we can correct those education cuts. Hopefully we can correct those health cuts. Hopefully we can
finally take meaningful action on climate change. Think about some of the post-mortem of the state
election campaign. The good member for Albert Park is at the table. His opponent at the election was
very honest in his assessment of where they got to when he talked about it: despite the hard-worn
footpaths and the doorknocking that was occurring, there were people who had never, ever strayed from
voting Liberal that were never going to vote Liberal at the state election. You had people talking about
the fact that traditional Liberal Party voters were turning away from the party in droves because they
saw a party without values. They saw a party that was big on cheap slogans and trying to frighten people
and demonise communities but did not have the substance that Victorians craved each and every day.
When you look at where they got to, you would have thought they might have got out on the front foot
in December, might have made a fast start. There was a real opportunity there. The Victorian Minister
for Education came out strongly against the federal Minister for Education, Dan Tehan. Within a
couple of weeks he was reprimanded and he went back into the Prime Minister’s office with those
negotiations on education funding agreements. You would think maybe the newly minted shadow
minister, the member for Eildon, might have stood up and said some words. No. Could the Leader of
the Opposition be bothered getting up and saying some words in defence of Victorian schools—
Catholic, independent and public? No. Maybe it was the big break. Maybe they thought they could
come back in the second week of February and then start taking things seriously.
The fact is if you go through the speeches of the now Leader of the Opposition, the former shadow
Treasurer, he is very big on small government and cutting taxes and shrinking the output of
government, but never do you see him trying to hold Canberra to account, or hold Scott Morrison as
Prime Minister to account, for what we cop as a very raw deal in Victoria. It continues to be the case
that Victorians are consistently short-changed. We have a record infrastructure agenda—some
$40 billion worth—that benefits so many Victorians. Just think, if we had a federal government that
turned its attention and looked to funding parity in infrastructure, education and health, the
opportunities would be boundless and we would be able to do so much more in the interest of
Victorians. But when you prioritise your political mates, when you prioritise getting out there with a
cap on—not an Akubra, but getting out there with the cap on, as the Prime Minister does—rather than
going with a cap in hand with funding and priorities for Victoria, you short-change all of us.
We only have to think about the action on climate change. You see the Andrews Labor government
investing in solar on people’s houses, widespread and wholesale solar, and wind farms—really
innovative and exciting stuff. It is the exciting stuff that we like to see: jobs and growth and
encouragement for our communities. That is in stark contrast to the member for Warrandyte, who is
sadly reflected on as the worst environment minister in 60 years. He is hoping to be around long
enough to see out someone else being the worst environment minister in 60 years. He is going to have
a long wait, but he was referred to in that sense back when he was environment minister because they
had no climate change policy. In fact you have to go back to Ted Baillieu in 2006 for when they last
had a credible environment policy. When you look at their credibility in this space, it is no wonder that
you have got members now on that side sitting on record low margins. The member for Warrandyte
might have led the marginal seat campaign, but never did they think that in Brighton, Sandringham,
Gembrook and even Warrandyte they would actually take themselves down to marginal seats.
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Mr R Smith interjected.
Mr RICHARDSON: The member for Warrandyte might say, ‘Arrogant!’. I will tell you what
arrogance is: it is turning your back on Victorian communities and not listening to the needs of working
people; it is turning your back on communities and trying to scare them with a false fear campaign on
crime when you do not talk about family violence. At every single police station you go to, you will
find that the biggest law and order issue that we all face in our communities is family violence.
How many times did your mob mention it? There has been barely anything. You have to live those
values. You can come in here with all of your theatre in question time, when no-one looks, and have
a glance up at the media and try to get those grabs, but out in the real world, as the Premier says, it is
not about what happens on Spring Street; it is what happens on Main Street. It is about talking to your
communities and knowing what goes on. They were disconnected, and that is why they got absolutely
thumped. That is why Liberals came forward and said, ‘I can’t trust my mob anymore. I’m going to
give the Andrews Labor government a go’, because they saw a government living its values each and
every day. They saw a government who was authentic, who said, ‘These are the problems that we’re
trying to solve as a state’, not trying to then send problems elsewhere. I was always amazed at the
solutions that those opposite put forward. The member for Bulleen and the member for Kew went
around with their 16-page document, heavy on pictures and poor graphics and lacking in substance,
that said, ‘The problem for Mordialloc constituents’, or, ‘The problem for western metropolitan suburb
constituents is’ whatever, and, ‘We’re going to send you on a fast train to nowhere—out in the middle
of nowhere, and that is how we are going to solve population growth’. I mean, really? Is that the
solution for a state with record growth that will surpass Sydney’s population? It is about managing
that growth and investing in the infrastructure smartly, investing in our schools—100 new schools will
be built over the coming years— building those new hospitals, investing in health, investing in our
paramedics, our nurses and our doctors, and living out those values. When you disconnect from people
on Main Street in your own communities and you do not listen to their needs each and every day, then
the electorate will hold you in contempt.
So in 86 days—or it could be 79; I mean the way the federal Parliament is going at the moment, who
knows? They have had a defeat in the House of Representatives. Last week was the first time since
1929 that a federal government has been defeated in the House of Representatives, an extraordinary
outcome. We now have a similar playbook being led by the Prime Minister to that led by the member
for Bulleen—to get out there and talk tough, to demonise communities and minority groups, and now
we have got the extraordinary case where the Prime Minister is doing video messages, threatening
anyone that wants a life in Australia.
It was a similar theme that we saw in Victoria at the state election. Our multicultural communities
have so many stories that form the rich patchwork quilt of Victorian multiculturalism. Our society was
built on the back of people born somewhere else, and of course there are 5 million Australians born
somewhere else and millions of Victorians whose heritage is somewhere else. When you demonise
different groups and segments, they will go away from you, and rather than coming up with solutions
for complex problems and issues and uniting people in a common cause, when you alienate and
demonise people, Victorians will not cop it, and they did not cop it at that election. So this presents a
very real choice.
We have seen the Shorten Labor opposition commit substantial funding increases for education and
health over the forward estimates, and that is a welcome boost for our communities who want to see
our schools resourced properly and want to see our paramedics, nurses and hospitals funded properly,
and we hope that they are given the opportunity to restore that funding and those commitments going
forward. Think about the contrast in some of those vital areas. Think about whether it is about
supporting your mates at the big end of town, the big corporations, protecting the banks, delivering
record tax cuts to the big end of town, to banks, on the eve of a banking royal commission, or whether
it is about investing in TAFE, protecting our universities and investing in our future students.
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That is the contrast in choice that we are seeing. Is it cutting penalty rates, is it making it harder for
unions to represent working people or is it about protecting people in their workplace? We saw once
again those opposite try to demonise the union movement, which defends working people each and
every day, and we see tragedies in Victoria as more and more people are losing their lives on worksites,
particularly in dangerous industries. In the construction industry and in the transport industry we are
seeing a number of people put at risk.
We saw the federal Liberal government remove safe rates that protected workers. We have seen it
become harder for union representatives to go in and protect their workers and secure safe outcomes.
What else do we see? We see lives being lost, we see people being put at risk and injuries happening
more and more in workplaces—preventable deaths and preventable injuries. That is where you live
out your values, when you are looking at the big end of town rather than supporting working people.
Those opposite try to attack and demonise the union movement. They tried it in the 2014 election, and
it did not work so well. They tried it again at the 2018 election, and it did not work so well. Once again
we see the federal member for Higgins attacking working people, and this will not work again because
Victoria—
Mr Foley interjected.
Mr RICHARDSON: That is it. The member for Albert Park is right; she did describe them in
glowing terms on leaving—and climate change denial as well. We see the extraordinary case where
the federal member for Flinders now has to defend his seat against one of his own. We see the member
for Higgins walking away as well, deserting the ship and getting out when they can. So this election
presents a clear choice going forward, and it is critical in our state that people defend Victorians first
before their political allegiances.
So the challenge to the rabble opposition at the moment, who did not mention any of the federal
impacts in the 58th Parliament or in this term—you have not seen any press conference from the
Leader of the Opposition saying that he will not be campaigning alongside Scott Morrison, that he will
not be welcoming the savage cuts to health and education or that he will not be supporting his policies
on climate change. We hear nothing from the member for Malvern because the reality is the actual
opposition leader in waiting sits outside this Parliament. The actual opposition leader in waiting is of
course writing the media articles; he is getting the hits in the Age; he is getting the comfort pieces. I
think he has got a New Idea piece coming out soon. John Pesutto is out there. He is saying, ‘Look at
me’. He has asked for the member for Gembrook’s seat. He is not moving anywhere. He is happy just
to sit there on 1.6. He is looking at the member for Bulleen’s seat. He is saying, ‘Will the member for
Bulleen sit around?’. In fact the member for Bulleen might come back given the way the member for
Malvern has started—very clunky and very slow of the mark. He is warming the seat for someone
else, because he cannot stand up for Victorians and he cannot put this forward. You need to be able to
put Victorians first, to stand up against cuts to health and against cuts to education and to defend
Victorians first. He said he would be positive and different. So far it is just the same old drivel that we
saw during the last campaign. Nothing has changed, and Victorians will not stand for it. I grieve if a
Prime Minister Morrison is returned in 86 days time.
MEMBER CONDUCT
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (15:32): Just to confirm for the member for Mordialloc, obviously we
know you had a few incorrect facts in your contribution. I am only on 0.8 per cent, but thank you very
much for the extra 0.8 that you offered me during your contribution. I would take it if I could at the
moment.
I will quickly read an extract from Hansard, which has obviously been said in this place prior and
recorded in Hansard, and we probably all know who said this:
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If anyone wants to know why ours is regarded as the lowest profession, then simply look at the conduct of
the member … and the Premier’s protection of him. If anyone in this chamber wants to know why we are
regarded as being for the public purse instead of the public good, if anyone in this chamber wants to know
why we are held in such low regard by the hardworking people of this great state, then look no further than
the conduct of the member … and the Premier’s protection of him …

This is exactly a description of the member for Mulgrave as the Premier of Victoria. This is a
description of the member for Mulgrave as Premier by the member for Mulgrave when he was
opposition leader.
I had a quick squiz and went through some of the Victorian acts at the moment, and one that I found
it quite interesting to have a read through, particularly coming from my former job, was the Crimes
Act 1958 section 81, ‘Obtaining property by deception’:
(1) A person who by any deception dishonestly obtains property belonging to another, with the intention of
permanently depriving the other of it, is guilty of an indictable offence and liable to level 5
imprisonment …
(2) For purposes of this section a person is to be treated as obtaining property if he obtains ownership,
possession or control of it, and obtain includes obtaining for another or enabling another to obtain or to
retain.

It comes down to theft, and I will not forget that theft is where we all start when we are talking about
the way to prove anything in these offences, and it is I Do A Perfect Bear Impression: I, identity; D,
dishonestly; A, appropriate; P, property; B, belonging to another; and then, obviously, I, with the
intention to permanently deprive. It kind of describes what would happen if you were signing
something along the lines of time sheets. If you were signing time sheets and knowing that the effect
of that time sheet was not going to be for the direct outcome that it was originally designed for, you
could be charged under section 82 of the Crimes Act, which is obtaining financial advantage by
deception. This states:
A person who by any deception dishonestly obtains for himself or another any financial advantage is guilty
of an indictable offence and liable to level 5 imprisonment …

which is 10 years maximum in jail. For the purpose of that, deception is the same as in the one before.
When you do a bit more of a Google search and you have a look at some of the issues around this
wonderful country, you can go back to some of the cases investigated by the Fair Work Commission.
An article headed ‘Think twice before lying on your time sheet’ states:
The Fair Work Commission has dismissed a manufacturing employee’s unfair dismissal claim, finding that
the dismissal for fraudulent recording of hours was not harsh, unjust or unreasonable.
The dismissal followed the employee’s manager becoming suspicious as to the hours being recorded by the
employee. An investigation was conducted by the manager, including surveillance relating to the employee’s
arrival times at the workplace car park, together with a comparison of the employee’s time recordings and the
relevant manufacturing records.
The employer’s time recording systems meant that, in theory, the hours recorded by employees, and the time
recorded in relation to the manufacturing lines, should balance each day.

However, they did not line up. The investigation went through and subsequently the employee brought
an unfair dismissal claim.
Commissioner Wilson accepted that the employee’s conduct in fraudulently recording his timesheets had
been proven and was a valid reason for dismissal.

So the fraudulent filling in of time sheets for a manufacturing worker was a valid reason for dismissal.
He also accepted that the employee’s conduct in not being truthful about his conduct during the investigation
also had been proven against the employee. The commissioner held that he was satisfied by the process
undertaken by the employer in effecting the termination, and on those grounds he dismissed the employee’s
application.
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The employer was able to successfully defend the unfair dismissal application, as it had fully investigated its
concerns and followed an appropriate process of involvement of the employee.

‘Fully investigated’. That is where it becomes very interesting when you are talking about crimes that
may have been investigated in this state, and when you are talking about fraudulently signing time
sheets. Just say there was an allegation that 21 people had signed time sheets fraudulently to get money
and then that money went towards their campaign so that they could campaign in areas where it was
not allowed. The member for Mordialloc may know because I believe the member for Mordialloc may
have had people work for him who had signed time sheets for another area.
After the Premier of the state has said, ‘All of my 21 members will comply and come in for the
investigation’, what happens when they are asked to come in for an interview and they fail to do so? I
suppose they did not want to defend their position because they could not defend what they done. That
is probably part of it. They did not go in because they could not defend what they had done. But the
process when I was working in the police force was that you would ask them to come in and if they
did not do so, you could go out and arrest them. You could bring these people in for an interview.
They could have a no-comment interview; that is 100 per cent their call. I do not believe that Victoria
Police would be doing anything wrong here. I believe, though, that there must have been pressure at
some level that has come down to the management within the services, and that needs to be questioned
and investigated because it has to raise concerns if members of Parliament are treated differently to
those on the street who are investigated.
If you have failed to comply with an investigation—if you choose, you opt, not to go in for an
interview; if you choose, you opt, to hide evidence—then you do not deserve to be a minister and you
do not deserve to be in this place.
Another quote:
Cash is a disgrace. I cannot imagine a country where a government minister does not cooperate with the
police. Has this government transformed Australia into some sort of lawless outpost where anything goes for
people in power? Have we stopped being a democracy?

That is interesting because that quote came from Penny Wong. You could change that around and
instead of ‘Cash’ you could put ‘21 members of the Labor Party’—21 members who do not deserve
to be in this place for failing to cooperate with the police.
There are also various types of fraud. As I have said, I have got one here, which refers to the types of
time sheet fraud:
Entering and/or approving incorrect data is one of the most common abuses of attendance information. When
done accidently it can expose employee carelessness—

I will translate that to ‘incompetence’—
flawed processes and a lack of management control; however, when done deliberately, in simple terms it is
fraud.

It is fraud. It is obtaining property by deception and it is ripping off Victorian taxpayers. It is something
that no person in this place should ever have done, and if you had done it you do not belong in the
Victorian Parliament. It is as simple that.
One case in which this occurred involves an offender who was a sports coaching manager at an
organisation that provided sports coaches to schools. He was responsible for recruiting and inducting
suitable employees, allocating and coordinating them and coordinating the paperwork for payment of
these coaches. They created false documents, false paperwork, and they directed payments into other
bank accounts and had staff doing things that they were not supposed to be doing. The total that was
paid out was $87 022. That is under a quarter of what the Andrews government has been accused of
during this time, and this person got a 36-month—three year—corrections order and 350 hours
community work.
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Another case was a payroll officer at a company who oversaw the payroll system, employee
entitlements and expense accounts. He created false payroll reports and directed payment to his
personal account through creating false time sheets. The false time sheets are coming up again and
again. What did they get? I will just let you know that they are not a member of Parliament. They were
not protected by the Premier of Victoria. They are just one of those—
Mr Richardson interjected.
Mr BATTIN: Sorry, member for Mordialloc, they are just one of those workers out there to take
care of. They got eight months jail and they only received $12 942—not far off the amount the member
for Mordialloc received, and they got eight months jail. I think it is absolutely disgraceful that that
person was sentenced to eight months in jail for obtaining money by deception when at the same time
members of the Andrews Labor government have been accused of the same and they have hidden the
facts continuously along the way. They just want to hide it. They have deceived our community. They
have deceived Victoria. They have ensured that they can hide every step of the way. They have used
evasion tactics by not going in and seeing the police. They have given zero cooperation after the
Premier guaranteed that they would give full cooperation.
Mr R Smith interjected.
Mr BATTIN: Exactly right, member for Warrandyte. Not only have they tried to deceive but when
the Ombudsman wanted to do the investigation they came out and fought that every step of the way
through the courts, spending another $1 million of taxpayers money. When they got that $1 million
they fought to stop a report getting done into what they had done to rip off the Victorian people. I think
it is an absolute disgrace. They have failed to attend these interviews, they have failed to give their
side of the story, they have failed to give evidence and they continue to hide.
I suppose if there is anything good out of that, the good news is that the statute of limitations goes for
a lot longer than one or two terms of Parliament. There is plenty of time for this to be investigated, I
am sure, at other times. I do believe that this needs to be reviewed again. I believe that there needs to
be a further investigation into not just what has happened with the members of Parliament and not just
them hiding from it but the fact that there must have been pressure put on from members of Parliament
who were under investigation but in very senior positions in government. They should never have
remained in their roles and had the ability to put pressure back on senior people within the police force
to ensure investigations did not continue forward. It must be investigated because the questions are
out there. People want to know: why is it that if you are a member of Parliament, why is it that when
you are a member of the government and why is it that when you are a minister of the Crown your
investigation is treated differently from that of any other person in this state? Why is it that when that
investigation itself failed, they went out there and they used words like ‘exonerated’, which they do
not use for anyone else?
I know that the member for Caulfield started off by referring to the Premier as Lucky Dan. It is
interesting. We know that eventually your luck runs out. One day your luck will run out in government,
and one day you will find that the thing that all of your staff managed to put up with is no longer possible.
It may just be a knock at your door at 6.00 a.m. for an interview that you have failed to do so far.
PILL TESTING
Mr BATTIN: On another issue I would also like to refer back to very, very quickly, I heard a
Greens member speaking before about pill testing. She said very clearly that we should 100 per cent
be out there talking about not saying no to drugs. I know that many people in here have got different
views on different things. I am very proud to say that as a father I have a very strong message for my
children at home, and that is: say no to drugs. I think it needs to be a message that we sell and encourage
and educate on. We actually spoke across the table with the minister at the table. One of the things that
came up—and I think we do agree on that—is that the message that needs to get out to our young
people is that it is okay to say no to drugs. On pill testing, she talked about some of the areas or
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scientific evidence that she has come up with or made up at the time. I think it is important when we
are looking at pill testing that we can never have a message to say that it is okay to try some drugs and
not others.
I used to work with young people in Dandenong, and we used to run a program where we brought in
people who were specialists in talking about drugs with young people. Effectively they would ask
them, ‘Why would you try it?’, and they would explain to young people what was in a drug. They
would explain to them the bad things that were in a particular drug that we had there with us at the
time. They also explained to them what was in a can of dog food. It was quite interesting that a kid
would turn around and say, ‘I wouldn’t try the dog food’, because of some of the things in it. It would
not hurt them. It would not be very nice, but it would not hurt them. At the same time we told them
some of the things that were in that drug. One of them was actually a batch of heroin that had powdered
glass in it. If you shot that into your arm, that would kill you nearly instantly. Those kids still did not
say, ‘Oh, we wouldn’t do it’; they would say, ‘We’d still give it a shot’.
That is why we need to have the message out there that no drugs are good drugs and that sometimes
when you have drugs that are without those other poisons, other toxins, in them they can kill you.
Ecstasy can kill you, and different people react differently. I think it is important that we continue the
message that it is okay to say no. I know I will continue that message at home, and I hope that any
government in the future will continue that message.
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PERFORMANCE
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (15:47): We have the chance to turn adversity into opportunity,
to create new industries and jobs for the future, to address housing affordability and to replace anxiety
and fear with hope. This is the opportunity coming soon for Australian voters, and we need to make
the change. The change is required because the Australian government has been captured by zealots.
This is always the problem in politics. It has led to an era of hyper-partisanship and hyper-factionalism.
It has not been governing in the national interest but in its base political interest.
This has led to a time of real uncertainty for people. Forgetting must never trump remembering. The
liberating principles of the Enlightenment are now confronting threats from increasing inequality, the
demise of trust in institutions, the rise of authoritarian leaders and the reversion to tribalism. This is
the problem. These concerns are not just fears for the state, but they are concerns for families and
anxieties for individuals. Political culture wars have merged with society’s knowledge wars, and
insanity, like history, is repeating. Poor people, as always, are most vulnerable.
In trying to address what needs to happen next, the first thing is that this government, which has failed
in its highest duty to actually build opportunity and to advance the nation in these ways, needs to be
voted out. I do not say that lightly, because I have often made the plea for unity tickets and also called
on the Australian government to go beyond the politics of ultimate ends and go to the politics of
responsibility. Now, they have failed in a number of key areas that we can no longer squander.
Australia is not leading in many sectors, but in medical research we are. One of the great opportunities
we have had has been through the Victorian government. We have established a collaboration with
the US in the moonshot quest to cure cancer. If you think about this, this is one of the few unity tickets
between the Obama administration and the Trump administration. This is based on the elegance of our
science and the political will and wit and nous that the Andrews Labor government has delivered in
being able to forge these relationships. We have the opportunity to develop in this area. Melbourne
has the most elegant science in medical research. I say that not from a parochial view but because it is
a proven fact. In the last round of funding by the independent experts at the National Health and
Medical Research Council, Victorian-based institutions received 47 per cent of the funding. Just think
about that. That is an exceptional result. I am told that it is probably the highest we have ever achieved,
and it goes to the point that the lion’s share goes to the lion.
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So we are trying to lead like the lion. That is what is happening out of Victoria. This is one of the areas
where we have a great opportunity, because we can export to China, Japan and Korea, where we have
free trade agreements. I know this clearly; I have witnessed it myself. Delegations from China come
to the Victorian Parliament. They are leaders of great provinces with greater populations than all of
Australia, and they have tears in their eyes at the elegance of the science and medical research that we
produce along with our health system and the benefits that that can deliver.
So here is the great opportunity. What I have long argued is for us to move to a strategic view nationally
on how we actually leverage these opportunities. The failure on this that has been most disconcerting
has been on the proton beam strategy. We had the opportunity in Victoria to maybe place that under
the Royal Children’s Hospital—because that is where it would have done the greatest good for the
greatest number of children—and to also make that the national headquarters and then leverage that
across to New Zealand and probably into the Asia-Pacific. This is the way that you build a platform,
establish the ecosystem and get the maximum results for the community benefit—and to save lives,
on this occasion. And what happened was that the Australian government, under the coalition, gave
the proton beam to Adelaide. Now, it does not work on any level that that should happen. That was
another triumph of politics over rational decision-making. This is my argument: we need to evolve
beyond this narrow, partisan minority government which is just trying to just take care of what it sees
as the marginal seats—governing in its own self-interest and not in the national interest.
I do want to put that into another context because I have reached out to federal ministers Arthur
Sinodinos and Greg Hunt and talked to them about how we could try to get something done so that
there is still an opportunity for Greg Hunt as the federal Health Minister to actually look again at
opportunities at the Alfred hospital, where there is a proposition on melanoma, and how that could be
achieved with a joint ticket between the Victorian government and the Australian federal
government—and looking for philanthropy to contribute a significant amount. We should get that
done. I am hoping that in the last budget from the federal government it happens.
Then we have the Aikenhead Centre for Medical Discovery right here at St Vincent’s Hospital. I stood
with the Premier and the former Minister for Health, the member for Altona, at the old casualty centre
at St Vincent’s Hospital when it was being redeveloped. The money was there from the Victorian
government to get that building done. We still have not been able to get that unity ticket with the
Australian government.
Just understand the significance of this: what is happening is that one of the surgeons there collaborated
with CSIRO and came up with a 3D-printed heel to help a man who had cancer in his heel to be able
to save his leg from being amputated below the knee. This was a world first. This is what we do here
in Victoria. This is the elegance and the sophistication of what we are able to do with our
collaborations. RMIT, similarly, has been able to produce a 3D-printed disc for a woman’s back. She
now walks pain free. This is why we need to form unity tickets—to achieve these results—because
the best way to predict the future, as Abraham Lincoln said, is to build it. That is the strategy that this
government has adopted and delivered, and it is why it has been returned with a thumping majority.
That is what Australians are crying out for. What are the visions, what are the plans, and how are you
going to deliver them?
In that spirit, I have produced Building Smarter Cities: Stronger Communities as a strategy for
economic and cultural development for Australia’s fastest growing state. Melbourne is predicted to
become the nation’s largest city within 30 years—growing to 8 million people by 2051. Driving a
AAA-rated economy has provided record investments and surpluses and an unprecedented pipeline
of infrastructure to reimagine Melbourne and to spread opportunities throughout Victoria. Building
Smarter Cities: Stronger Communities proposes a city deal to fast-track projects, create greater value
and establish a series of 20-minute cities. Creating cities where residents can get to most of the services
they need within that time is key to livability, which the Victorian and Australian governments support.
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So here is the plan. We actually have a unity ticket on two $15 billion projects: the rail link to
Melbourne Airport and the missing link in our road network, the north-east link. We can anchor a city
deal on those projects. You have the medical research precinct in between, at Parkville, and you have
the manufacturing arm in Broadmeadows as well, so that works. Then what we would be looking at
would be to have these 20-minute cities. One would be at Sunshine, which would seem to me to be
the natural place because that is the Victorian government’s preferred start point for the rail link to the
airport. The second would be at Broadmeadows, because that is the designated capital of Melbourne’s
north and will have a population equal to that of Adelaide in about a decade—that is how booming
Melbourne’s northern suburbs are. The third one that would fit within this is Latrobe University,
because it is no longer the paddock behind the moat. It is now 50 years old. It is established and it has
got $5 billion on the table for a redevelopment, so that is a great opportunity there, linking into that
area. You have to have the linchpin between the north and the west. This could be the Arden precinct,
which the Victorian government is doing in collaboration with the City of Melbourne to turn that into
a smart city. The next point that I think is required would be Clayton. That would open up the
powerhouse of Monash University, CSIRO and all of the industrial might in those communities in the
south-east as well.
So here is a way we can actually deliver on these projects, aggregate our assets and add value, and
these are the communities where we need it most. We would connect up the arc of manufacturing that
we have all the way from Melton and Werribee through to Broadmeadows and the other areas that I
have connected, and what it would also do is pave the way for Australia’s biggest public transport
proposal, the new underground rail network circling Melbourne’s suburbs. The Melbourne Suburban
Rail Loop would connect every major train line from Frankston to Werribee, through Melbourne
Airport. Victorians would no longer have to travel into the CBD under the $50 billion proposal
featuring up to 12 new underground stations, connecting suburbs with major employment centres,
universities, TAFEs, hospitals and retail precincts. Regional Victorians would also be big winners.
This city deal embraces the super-hubs designed to provide better access to jobs, education and health
outside the central business district, which is really what we need to do now. The Suburban Rail Loop
is predicted to slash congestion across the transport network, taking thousands of passengers off
existing rail lines and 200 000 cars off major roads. This is a way we can accelerate smart cities and
the investments and drive these powerhouse precincts. I think that is the way we should actually label
them—that these are the key economic drivers and they will also drive cultural change. What we are
really looking for is for the Australian government to become a practical partner where jobs and
growth are needed most to help convert rust belts into brain belts and to change the population mix to
avoid entrenching disadvantage. This is why we need an Australian government that will be a partner
with the Victorian government. It is so significant because manufacturing can be expanded in the north
alongside leading biotechnology companies like CSL. We have food and beverage manufacturing in
the north that is already larger than South Australia’s, with affordable land available for expansion.
I would like to see the Ford site have an innovation cluster—remember we no longer have passenger
car manufacturing, but Ford has reinvested hundreds of millions of dollars in that site as their centre
of excellence for the Asia-Pacific. I have pursued with RMIT University and Latrobe University, and
I am very happy to have Victoria University or anybody else put part of their innovation centres there,
to get a hub to help that evolve and use that one-off site to drive innovation for the future. I think that
is the next thing I would like to see the Andrews Labor government and also, hopefully, a Shorten
Labor government combine to get done.
We have got to get out from the politics of, ‘Where did the money go?’. It went to South Australia,
about $80 billion for shipbuilding. I have tracked down an unspent $1.324 billion for automotive
transition under the federal coalition government. All we could get from them was a little bit of money
for a jobs fair, which provided only four full-time jobs for ex-Ford auto workers.
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They have failed these communities. We cannot have managed decline in the same way as the
Thatcher government where, to the people who do not vote for you, you say ‘Goodbye and good luck’.
That is what happened in England’s north. We cannot have it in Melbourne’s north. We must actually
harness our assets and create bigger opportunities. I think this is the critical point. We in Victoria could
leverage and have first-mover advantage under a Shorten Labor government.
Question agreed to.
Address to Parliament
GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed on motion of Mr BRAYNE:
That the following address, in reply to the speech of Her Excellency the Governor to both houses of
Parliament, be agreed to by the house:
Governor:
We, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria assembled in Parliament, wish to express our loyalty to our
Sovereign and to thank you for the speech which you have made to the Parliament.

Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (16:01): I move:
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned until later this day.
Bills
VICTORIAN INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL AND IMPROVING
PARLIAMENTARY STANDARDS BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms ALLAN:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Mr WELLS (Rowville) (16:03): I rise to lead the debate for the opposition on the Victorian
Independent Remuneration Tribunal and Improving Parliamentary Standards Bill 2019. It has probably
taken up half my time, just reading the title for this.
It is always very difficult for members of Parliament to talk about pay increases and allowances and
travel allowances when we can determine those ourselves. So the intent of this bill will be to ensure
that it is at arm’s length and that an independent tribunal is set up to do that. Can I thank the minister
and senior adviser Lee Tarlamis. Can I also thank the public servants who did an excellent job in the
briefing. I am really sincere and I thank you for your patience with our follow-up inquiries with the
many text messages and emails that were going backwards and forwards. We really appreciate the
way the Special Minister of State and his staff briefed the opposition on this. We are very grateful.
Can I also thank the member for Warrandyte, because he was the lead negotiator in the last Parliament.
It was a lot tougher for him being lead negotiator, because there were a number of concerns that the
opposition had. I think one of the reasons why the bill stalled was because of the concerns around it,
but as a result of the negotiations and the clarity around what the opposition has now received we are
in a better place to be able to not oppose this bill on its way through.
If I can just go through some of the details of the bill. As I mentioned earlier, it is difficult for us as
lawmakers in Parliament to set rates and allowances. The purpose of the bill is to reform and strengthen
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the salary, allowances, reporting and standards regime for members of Parliament. The bill establishes
an independent Victorian remuneration tribunal to set salaries, work-related parliamentary allowances
and budgets. The main provisions include a statement of principles in relation to the use of public
money, a statement of values and a code of conduct for MPs, which has always been a vexed issue. It
establishes a monitoring, compliance and enforcement system, including a compliance officer to hear
and determine appeals. It expands the reporting requirements for the register of interests, and creates
a new travel allowance.
The bill establishes the Victorian Independent Remuneration Tribunal, with the functions and powers
of the tribunal and the appointment of tribunal members. The tribunal must consider government
wages policy and the financial position of the state and projected economic conditions, as well as
allowing submissions from affected parties when making a determination. Determinations must meet
certain legislated guidelines, including that the Victorian MP base salary cannot exceed that of the
federal MP base salary. It ensures that MPs are in a no less favourable overall position, taking into
account total salary, allowances, superannuation and budget under the new determination. The level
of electorate allowances takes into account that the purpose of the allowance is to provide services to
constituents. It sets a minimum value of $20 000 for the allowance in the first determination. Electorate
and expense allowances are not subject to the compliance regime.
In relation to MPs’ superannuation, the tribunal’s first determination is to set a proportion of the base
salary to be considered for superannuation purposes under the defined benefit scheme, which will be
indexed annually to the CPI or by an alternative method determined by the tribunal. The first tribunal
determination is to comprehensively review basic salary, additional salaries and work-related
parliamentary allowances within six months. Superannuation and pension arrangements are to be
reviewed within 18 months.
In regard to the compliance officers, the bill establishes the office and functions of the compliance
officer, including to hear and determine appeals regarding the misuse of MPs’ allowances or electorate
office budget; and the appointment of compliance officers by Governor in Council on the
recommendation of the responsible minister—but the parliamentary oversight committee has a veto.
Appropriate use of allowances will be governed by, in order of priority, remuneration tribunal
guidelines, regulations, and terms and conditions set by the Clerks.
The amendments to the Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation Act 1968 set out a statement of
principles in relation to the use of public funds, including that MPs should get fair recompense for
discharging their duties; public resources should be provided to enable them to do their job effectively;
and MPs must work ethically, in good faith and be accountable when using public resources. It
establishes a monitoring, compliance and enforcement scheme in relation to the use of MPs’
allowances and electorate office budgets. It creates a new travel allowance to consolidate the current
general travel allowance, overnight electorate allowance and commercial travel allowance. It states
there cannot be more shadow ministers than ministers.
The separation payment, which previously was paid only to MPs losing a preselection or election, will
now also be paid on retirement and will be pro rata if an MP serves between one and two terms. Pay
will be backdated to take effect as at the 2018 state election.
The bill sets out procedures and requirements in relation to determinations about breaches of the code
of conduct, allows the Clerks to request information from former MPs, provides MPs with a notice of
determination, provides for MPs to make a submission in relation to a determination, and allows for
an MP to appeal to a compliance officer for that compliance officer to make a determination. The
Clerks must report on the number of separation payments made and on details of determinations made.
It establishes the electorate office budget in the act, and ensures its funding. It also outlines principles
in relation to the use of allowances and electorate office budgets, and clarifies that MPs cannot direct
electorate officers to perform activities that have the dominant purpose of directing how a person
should vote.
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It allows for the employment of parliamentary advisers. The leader of a party is the employer of an
adviser employed on behalf of the Crown, clarifying that the state is responsible for supporting the
employment. It outlines procedures for making an expense claim, allowing for the department to
determine the validity of a claim and for a subsequent reporting regime around MPs’ and electorate
office claims. The Governor in Council is to make regulations with respect to these provisions. The
minister will be able to make regulations with respect to vehicle use: MPs will have a choice between
a fully funded vehicle or an allowance. And the bill allows MPs to receive their superannuation
entitlement above the commonwealth superannuation concessional cap.
The register of interests covers and inserts a statement of values and a code of conduct regarding an
MP’s obligation to represent community standards, outlines obligations for MPs to avoid conflicts of
interest, and provides guidance to determine whether a conflict exists. The reporting requirements for
the register of interests have changed—in the bill, see pages 78 to 84. The bill details obligations of
the Clerks in relation to the register, consequences for MPs failing to comply with these provisions,
and procedures for dealing with breaches. The meaning of ‘improper advantage’ for former MPs is
also defined. We have asked some questions about that and that has now been clarified. MPs must
declare a value range of shares, and to protect privacy there is an exemption from providing residential
addresses for land owned where someone is residing.
The government, as I understand it, will be making some house amendments in the Legislative
Council. We are satisfied with the intent of this bill and the way it is worded, so we will not be opposing
its passage.
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (16:11): I am pleased to rise to speak today on the Victorian
Independent Remuneration Tribunal and Improving Parliamentary Standards Bill 2019. Victorians
entrust members of Parliament with significant powers and responsibilities. It is crucial that Victorians
have confidence in the Parliament and its members and that members discharge their public duties and
use public funds according to the highest standards of integrity and probity at all times. I can assure
the house that this weight of responsibility is felt keenly by everyone on this side of the house, and I
welcome the member for Rowville’s contribution and his indication that this bill will not be opposed.
The current system for parliamentary salaries, allowances and standards is outdated, inadequate,
fragmented and confusing—including for every member of this house who strives assiduously every
day to work hard, represent their constituencies effectively and do the right thing. As noted by Matt
Johnston, the Herald Sun’s state political editor, ‘It’s time to fix this mess’. The bill will implement
the government’s commitment to reform Victoria’s parliamentary salaries and allowances system, and
it will make a number of other reforms to improve and strengthen the system. The bill will also
modernise and update the Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act 1978 to complement the
comprehensive overhaul of the salaries and allowances system.
These reforms will significantly improve Victoria’s integrity, accountability and transparency
framework by aiming to restore public confidence in the Parliament and to ensure that parliamentary
standards are consistent with community expectations and current professional practices; improving
legislative standards and creating a more transparent and accountable framework; and complementing
the government’s previous improvements to integrity and accountability and reforms to Victoria’s
electoral and political donations regime.
I will take this opportunity to assure the member for Rowville that the government will be moving
amendments in the other place to clarify a number of issues in the bill, including factors to consider in
determining the value of the electorate allowance, benefits payable under the defined benefit
superannuation scheme, treatment of the motor vehicle allowance, provision of the separation
payment, and former MPs and ‘improper advantage’ and disclosure of shares in private companies
and entities.
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Let me tell you a little about the proposed Victorian Independent Remuneration Tribunal. Currently,
Victoria is the only Australian jurisdiction that does not use a remuneration tribunal or equivalent to
set the value of salaries and allowances for members. The bill will establish the Victorian Independent
Remuneration Tribunal to ensure that members do not set the value of their own salaries and
allowances and it will also set remuneration for most executives in the Victorian public service (VPS).
Establishing the tribunal to perform these functions will support transparent, accountable and
evidence-based decision-making on the remuneration of members and executives; bring Victoria into
line with other Australian jurisdictions; ensure that allowances paid to members appropriately support
members in the performance of their public duties and are balanced with community expectations; and
position the tribunal as a one-stop shop for remuneration in relation to members, executives in the
Victorian public sector and other office-holders.
The functions of the tribunal will include the power to inquire into and determine the value of the base
salary for members, any additional salary provided to members who hold additional offices, various
allowances provided to members and the electorate office and communications budget. The tribunal
will also determine remuneration bands for executives in the VPS and Victorian public entities.
The bill provides for a compliance officer to hear and determine appeals about the alleged misuse of
allowances and the electorate office and communications budget by members and for the recovery of
the renamed separation payment.
In relation to improving Victoria’s parliamentary salaries and allowances regime, this bill works to do
that by also making various reforms to the Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation Act 1968,
including renaming the act as the Parliamentary Salaries, Allowances and Superannuation Act 1968
to reflect that the act also provides for members to be paid allowances to support them in the exercise
of their public duties; inserting purposes into the act to promote transparency; creating a statement of
principles to guide the use of public resources by members, that will assist the decision-making of
members when claiming allowances and using public resources and provide assurance and
transparency to the community—these principles also reflect recent reforms introduced by the
commonwealth Parliament; and establishing a monitoring, compliance and enforcement regime.
The bill will confer a broad monitoring, compliance and enforcement role on the Secretary of the
Department of Parliamentary Services in relation to the budget, and the respective clerks of each house
of Parliament in relation to allowances. This regime will be underpinned by legal principles that apply
to the use of, and conduct in relation to, certain allowances and the budget, including that selected
allowances and the budget must be used for the dominant purpose of a member performing their public
duties, that a member must obtain value for money and that a member must not make claims or incur
expenses in breach of terms or conditions. If a member has misused an allowance or the budget, the
member will be required to repay the amount that was misused and a 25 per cent penalty on the amount
that was misused. It will also provide for the recovery of payments claimed in breach of the rules and
impose a 25 per cent penalty on allowances that are misused or claimed inappropriately. The
amendments will also provide greater transparency about the use of allowances.
The bill proposes several other amendments to the act. The bill renames the resettlement allowance
provided to members elected after 2004 who are not part of the defined benefits superannuation
scheme as the separation payment to better reflect its purpose. Further, the bill updates the Members
of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act 1978 to complement the government’s commitment to
comprehensively overhaul salaries and allowance systems for members. These reforms are on the back
of committee recommendations made in 2009 and a bill introduced in 2010 by the previous Labor
government. The amendments to the act in this bill generally reflect the 2010 bill and include renaming
the act to reflect that the act imposes standards on members generally rather than merely in regard to
the register of interests, including a statement of values for members, revising the code of conduct for
members and revising and clarifying the details required under the register of interests. The bill also
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includes potential sanctions if members do not fulfil their obligations regarding the code of conduct or
the register of interests.
Finally, the bill seeks to clarify employment arrangements for staff. The current system for the
employment of staff for MPs is opaque, ad hoc and does not always reflect actual lines of management
and responsibility. The changes in this bill make those lines of accountability and the boundaries of
staff roles and functions clearer to the public, the staff and the MPs themselves.
The Andrews Labor government was resoundingly re-elected to get on with the job of delivering for
all Victorians, including removing level crossings, providing free dental care to children in
government schools, making three-year-old kinder accessible for all, delivering Melbourne Metro and
planning for the Suburban Rail Loop. The Andrews government will do all of this and more, but we
also recognise the important role we have to play in building trust in our political institutions and
ensuring that members of this place uphold the highest standards of integrity, accountability,
transparency and respect for the communities we serve. It is for these purposes that this bill is before
the house. I commend the minister for all the work he has done on the bill, and I commend it to the
house.
Ms KAIROUZ (Kororoit—Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
Minister for Suburban Development) (16:20): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned until later this day.
Address to Parliament
GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed on motion of Mr BRAYNE:
That the following address, in reply to the speech of Her Excellency the Governor to both houses of
Parliament, be agreed to by this house:
Governor:
We, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria assembled in Parliament, wish to express our loyalty to our
Sovereign and to thank you for the speech which you have made to the Parliament.

Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (16:21): I am delighted to make a contribution to the address-in-reply
debate. It is a wonderful moment to be afforded the opportunity to rise in this place as a member of
the 59th Parliament. As someone has previously indicated to me, this would probably be the first time
in Westminster history where the Presiding Officers of both this place and the other place are former
qualified electricians. It is indeed the triumph of Labor in its purest form.
I am delighted to also have amongst our ranks a new generation of Labor activists who are taking their
seats in this chamber and the other place to continue the great Labor tradition of parliamentary
representation in this place. One of the great strengths of the Victorian branch of the Labor Party in
recent years, really in the last 25 to 30 years, has been that constant regeneration and renewal. I have
had the great pleasure of working with the new members of this place. They are an outstanding cohort,
and I know that they will serve their communities well. I know that they will be outstanding
representatives of the labour movement going forward, and it gives me great joy and pleasure to count
them as colleagues in the 59th Parliament and as members of a re-elected Andrews Labor government.
I was incredibly fortunate last year. I have been blessed to have had such a strong branch network in
the state electoral district of Essendon. There are countless Labor Party activists who have made an
outstanding contribution to our party and our movement for decades. It is a heavy burden when you
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are a member for a seat like Essendon with so many members of the party because you do not want to
let them down. You want to fill them with pride and encouragement, you want them to be proud of
you as a member and you want them to believe in the great mission that you are undertaking as a
member of the Andrews Labor government. So for me to have such a great amount of support around
me over the course of last year was wonderful.
I was incredibly fortunate to have had such a strong campaign team around me. I want to single out a
number of people who went above and beyond what you would normally expect from campaigners.
Darren Arthur is a captain with Qantas, and Darren has worked on state and federal campaigns as a
campaign manager for the best part of a decade. Darren embodies all that is great and good and what
you would come to expect, I suppose, from a pilot. He is thorough, he is meticulous with his training,
he is unflappable, he is dedicated and he makes a solid contribution. To have someone like Darren
running with me throughout that process was a great gift, and he has made such a huge contribution
to our party locally. I cannot begin to express just how fortunate I am to have had someone like Darren
working alongside me as my campaign manager. Vanessa Williams, who will be known to many in
this place, took leave from her job to work as a deputy campaign manager. This was often important
because Darren was sometimes flying overseas, and so Vanessa stepped in. She had had some
campaign experience before, but this was a real step up for Vanessa, and she worked really hard to
provide that level of insight and guidance. I like to think that I am a fairly literate person and that I am
pretty good with words, but I can tell you, when you work with someone of Vanessa’s calibre, a former
journalist of many years experience, her ability to look at what I had written—be it a Facebook post,
a media release or a response to an issue—and take it to another level was just outstanding. It was a
fantastic contribution that she made. I think the party is really fortunate to have people like Vanessa
who volunteer their time and their labour to make their contribution.
Claudia Subocz and I have worked together on and off for 20 years. Claudia is an incredible migrant
success story. Claudia migrated to this country from El Salvador. She first of all arrived at the
Maribyrnong Detention Centre. She went down to Hoppers Crossing. She worked really hard at
secondary school and she studied at Melbourne University and did a law degree. She has worked with
me on and off for the best part of 20 years. She has incredible judgement and incredible values. She is
someone who just lives her values, is truly passionate and really cares about the community that she
represents, our party and our movement.
Glenice Thomas has been a longstanding contributor locally in the Labor Party. If the district of
Essendon had a modern-day Queen Mother, it would be Glenice Thomas. She is just fantastic. She
was around, working very calmly and diligently behind the scenes, as was Kim Jago, who came on
board and did a lot of that digital work.
Sue West, a dear friend of mine, also made a huge contribution in terms of going into battle on social
media, prosecuting Labor’s case and prosecuting our agenda in what was at times a very difficult and
fraught environment. But she did it in a very clear, cogent, intelligent and disarming way. Sue was just
fantastic. As many of us would appreciate in the environment that we are living in, at times the beast
that is social media can be bruising and quite hurtful; and I was truly fortunate to have someone who
was able to basically just calmly and dispassionately try to reason with people who were at times being
totally unreasonable and unfair.
My electorate office staff worked extremely well in terms of keeping the home fires burning while I
was off campaigning. Jenni Chappell has worked for previous members for Essendon going back to
Judy Maddigan. Jenni is known to many in this place. Jen works so hard in terms of providing that
level of guidance, advice and support. It is really interesting; I have always encouraged a degree of
dissent in my office. Sometimes Jen and I do not see eye to eye on issues, but the thing with Jenni is
that she is always coming to a different point of view for the very best of reasons. Invariably Jenni is
able to turn around and significantly add value to some of the decision-making that occurs. She has
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certainly been very helpful to me in getting me to pause and check and reflect on my decisions. She
has added a lot of value not just for me but for previous members for Essendon.
Frank Dinoto has been with me since 2014. Frank is an absolute legend. He is a former refugee from
the state electoral district of Bentleigh, but he is proudly Essendon. Frank has just been fantastic. There
are plenty of people in politics who I have learned are good on the sidelines talking, who are good at
being armchair theorists and strategists and who have these wonderful campaign theories, but Frank
is the guy who actually goes out and gets things done. He makes things happen. He always works so
very hard, and people really value and respect Frank. I am really pleased and proud of the contribution
he has made.
I have also been very fortunate to have two young Labor activists working for me over the course of
the last Parliament and this Parliament, Rachael Davies and Jamie McDonald. I was really fortunate
because when I was in this place 20-odd years ago as a staffer, people like John Brumby, Steve Bracks
and Julia Gillard gave me an opportunity and a chance to learn about politics and to broaden my skill
set. I was very fortunate to have that experience. It is incumbent upon me, who was the recipient of
that training, to provide that to people like Rachael and Jamie. Both women have got a huge future in
front of them in the labour movement if they wish to pursue it further. Both work extremely hard from
both a campaigning and a policy perspective. They bring different insights and they have different
skills that they bring to bear, but both of them have made a huge contribution locally in my community,
and they have incredibly good values. I do not know what the future holds for either of them, but I
know they could go anywhere. They have got enormous potential.
The election itself was pretty hotly contested. It was certainly more so than in 2014, and in part that
came down overwhelmingly to the decision of the government to remove the Buckley Street level
crossing. It is interesting; I said very clearly in 2014 that if we were elected in 2014 we were going to
remove the Buckley Street level crossing, and shortly thereafter Cr Richard Lawrence from Moonee
Valley ran on the same platform. He was going to remove the Buckley Street level crossing, and he
was elected to Moonee Valley City Council.
It was fascinating that when we determined that we were going to put the road under the rail line
because it was going to be less disruptive to the community, it was going to save a heritage-listed
station and it was going to be done in a timely manner, what we saw happen was that councils aligned
with the Liberal Party or which were actively working against the Labor government sought to use
ratepayer money to run a campaign to try and stop this occurring. What I found extraordinary was that
this bloke, Cr Lawrence, was elected on a platform to remove the level crossing and has then spent the
best part of two years trying to prevent the removal. It is just extraordinary that he would behave in
such a way. But the thing is that people always get it right, and people could see what was going on.
They could see the naked opportunism, the fact that these people were using ratepayer resources to
build a political profile for them to use in the campaign, and they were punished. Honestly, this bloke
ran in 2014 and he ran again in November 2018—he got a slight increase in his primary vote despite
all these efforts—and people could see right through it. It got so ridiculous that when we opened the
level crossing on 28 September 2018 this bloke was saying that if he was elected as the member for
Essendon he would fill in the hole. I mean, honestly, where do they find these people? What sort of
person would say that? It was just an extraordinary example of rank stupidity from one of the most
stupid people I have come across in politics.
Some people in the community protested against this project, and of course it is their right to protest.
A protest occurred outside my electorate office one Saturday morning. Posters were stuck all over the
office. I went and cleaned it up because I felt it was important that I did it rather than my staff. That
did not really worry or concern me. In fact if they had wanted to sit outside my office for the whole
course of the level crossing removal, that would have been fine. What I did take exception to was the
level of harassment and bullying that some of these members received and the abuse and vitriol that
members of the community were exposed to simply because they had a different view. The fact that
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people were stalked, harassed and bullied or their family members were bullied by this group of
opponents was just extraordinary. Again, I had no issue with people taking exception to the method of
removal. I had no issue with people wanting to protest in opposition to what we were doing, but this
bullying, harassment, verbal abuse and intimidation were just appalling. I am no different to other
members of this place who have been on the receiving end of such abuse, but I just do not think it is
right or is called for.
It is a joy to be in the position I am now of being a member of the re-elected Andrews government.
We have got a huge agenda. I am really pleased and delighted that we will continue to look at investing
more in our public housing. I listened to the member for Prahran’s insipid contribution in his members
statement earlier today about wanting more public housing in our community—this from a bloke who
spent the past four years opposing every single redevelopment of public housing in the state of
Victoria. The temerity of the member for Prahran to come here and pretend he actually cares about
this stuff, when he will actively campaigns against any form of public housing redevelopment is just
extraordinary. What the member for Prahran has never fessed up to is that a ghetto never works.
Putting people in abject poverty, putting them effectively in a gated community, just does not work. It
is all good and well to come in here and talk about these sorts of things and say, ‘We care about public
housing tenants’, but when it comes down to it, they do not. They do not care. They do not care about
public housing tenants. They do not believe in improving the lives of public housing tenants.
We are going to make these public housing estates better. We are going to work with our AfricanAustralian communities to make sure that their children have the very best start in life, they live in
decent quality housing and they have got the chance to fulfil their potential as new migrants to this
country. I am so pleased there was a repudiation of some of the racist rhetoric from those opposite
who behaved at times just appallingly over the course of the last 12 months. We stared it down, the
voters saw through it and they did not embrace those policies of fear and hatred.
We have got a big vision for Essendon over the next four years. We are going to look at building on
the work of the Flemington education plan. It is a big, bold, new agenda, Acting Speaker. I am
delighted that we are going to be able to spend the next four years together to make a better state of
the state of Victoria.
Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (16:36): It is a pleasure to rise to speak in the address-in-reply debate
and to follow the member for Essendon. It is always enlightening to hear him tell us all what a great
orator he is while he is bagging out the person that ran against him at the previous election. It is really
not the way you should be approaching these things. I will be thanking the people that ran against me,
because that is just the general thing that we do in here, but the member for Essendon does not seem
to have picked up on that in his approach to politics.
Overall I would like to thank the people of the Hastings community for having shown trust in me. I
will certainly be doing everything in my power to deliver everything I can that is important to my
community—all the priorities that they have made very clear to me. I will be doing everything I can
to hold this government to account and to make sure that my community gets the things that it needs.
I would like to congratulate the Speaker on his re-election and also the member for Bendigo West on
her re-election as the Deputy Speaker. I congratulate the new Leader of the Opposition, the member
for Malvern, and his deputy, the member for Eildon. I am sure they will do a fantastic job in holding
this government to account and leading the Liberals and The Nationals into this four-year term.
I also want to thank the outgoing Leader of the Opposition, the member for Bulleen—it was a great
honour to have served in the shadow cabinet under him—for his great leadership abilities, his ability
to remain human while he was being attacked inhumanely and his good manners to people regardless
of what was happening. I would like to thank him and his family—Renae and his children—for having
given him up for such a very long period of time. I had the opportunity to watch him working from a
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very close distance. To say that he put in more effort than I have seen any other politician put in over
that four-year period is an understatement. He is a very impressive man.
Of course we did not get the result that we wanted, and as with all Liberals I am extremely disappointed
about that, but I am probably more disappointed for Victorians for the government that they have now
elected. It is very much like the 1988 election of the Cain government, when things are about to fall
apart, when you are about to get a really clear view of what is going on but not quite yet. We know
that the budget is out of control. We know that there is money being borrowed from the Chinese
government. We have the information that the projects are all being bungled and are running over time
and over budget, and the clarity we need in these things is only just becoming available now.
For the Treasurer, just two days before the election, to stand up and say, ‘Look, our children are going
to be using this infrastructure, so they should be paying for it’, was an absolute disgrace. Certainly
while I have been in here most governments have wanted to take what they were given and give back
something better. This government is completely different. It really just wants to take what it can for
itself and its union mates and give back something that has really deteriorated from what it inherited.
That is a very unfortunate situation, and that is what I regret the most out of last November’s election.
There is no doubt that this government is already showing its massive arrogance. In question time
today it was just incredible to watch the arrogance and the incompetence on display, with ministers
being asked questions and coming up with their possible parliamentary questions, just answering
whatever they wanted to, giving answers that bore no resemblance to the questions they were asked.
It clearly showed incompetence that they were not able to understand the question or not able to relate
the answer to the question. It is certainly something that I thought showed the complete arrogance of
this government. There is no doubt that, as with most things, when you get complete control, as the
government pretty much has now, this arrogance will only grow and the incompetence will become
more clear to us all.
I also want to thank my staff for the enormous work that they have done. Barry Fay, who has been in
my office since the day I started, has done sensational work. Phillip is new to my office but a great
worker and has been doing a really, really good job. Kylie is doing a great job too—Kylie is our
0.5 person, but she works like she has a complete role. Sally and Barrie—with an I-E—have worked
enormously hard to make sure that the Hastings office does a great job. I am very, very proud of the
reputation that we have been able to establish throughout the electorate of being the place to go if you
want or need something done. We will always fight that little bit harder and little bit longer and go that
extra mile to make sure that we do the right thing by our community, and that is something that I take
a great deal of pride in.
Unlike the member for Essendon, I would like to congratulate my opponents at the last election—
Simon Meyer, Georgia Knight and Nathan Lesslie. They all did great jobs in representing the parties
that they stood for election for. They fought strongly and fairly, and I think that is the way politics
should be. It disgusts me to have seen what went on at some of the electoral booths across the state.
The bullying that went on at Carrum just takes your breath away—to have people come up and say
the things that were said to the Liberal that stood for Carrum at that point. Really, those people need
to have a very good close look at themselves.
The candidates have done a sensational job in standing up. It is a difficult thing to do: to put yourself
forward for public life. People should be complimented on the fact that they have stood up. Lots of
people will tell you how you should do things and what you should be doing, but very few people will
actually put themselves on the block, stand up and take that risk. They did that, and I congratulate
them for it. More strength to them, and I would like to see them have another go.
My resolve is going to be all the stronger, all the more determined, to make sure that my community,
the Hastings community—a fantastic community—will get what they deserve, will get the things that
they need. It is hard to fight from the opposition bench, but we have got a very good record in this
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area. There are a whole range of projects that we have been able to achieve from opposition just by
political pressure. We had gates and bells put in at eight level crossings; they were not there previously.
This is going back some time; it was under the Bracks and Brumby governments. We were able to get
that through political pressure when the government did not want to put those level crossings in. If you
work hard from opposition, you can get things done. Members of Parliament can make a big song and
dance about what a great job they are doing when they are in government and achieving things, but
most people can do that. Money is allocated in budgets for those things to happen. You really get
tested when you are in opposition and trying to achieve what your community needs.
In Hastings in particular we have got a great record. We were able to achieve things against an
education minister for whom I had a great deal of fondness, Lynne Kosky. She did not want to build
the Somerville Secondary College. In the end she had to build it because of community expectation
and community fight and zeal. It was a very badly needed college, and we worked really hard and
were able to get that done. There have been a whole range of things that we have been able to get done
over the years just from doing the hard work and making sure that people understood that that was
what was needed.
We were able to fight back against the Labor Party when the Brumby government tried to force a
bitumen plant on the community of Crib Point, just as the Andrews government is now trying to force
a gas plant onto the same community. We were able to fight against that over four years and delay it,
delay it and delay it until we were elected in 2010, and we were able to stop it. At the same time there
were urea plants that were going to be put in there. The plans that the Labor party have had for Crib
Point have never been good; they have always been destructive for the community, and I will not stop
fighting against the AGL plant going ahead as well.
You always get pushback from things like that. The Brumby government also tried to put two flat
floating pontoons to replace the iconic and historic Hastings jetty, just to save themselves a couple of
hundred thousand dollars. When we took over in 2010 we were able to build the jetty in the way the
community expected, taking into account its historic significance, and we were able to do it for the
funding that they were going to spend on two flat floating pontoons. It is about being able to manage
money, but it is also about knowing what the community wants, needs and expects. There are a whole
range of things that communities expect in those areas.
There is another example of where community fighting can get it where it needs to go. The Pearcedale
community fought really hard, and I fought beside them, to get flashing 40-kilometre zone lights put
in at a school where there are hearing-impaired children and where 700 children have to cross a very
busy road that moves at a very fast pace. We asked for flashing zone lights to go in there. The
government in the last term refused to put them in, saying that it did not satisfy the requirements, even
though just about a kilometre or two up the road there was another school in exactly the same
circumstances with exactly the same traffic flow which already had them. Those flashing lights have
now been put in by the government, but that was thanks to the pressure that the Pearcedale community
put on this government. They were able to maintain that pressure. We fought very hard. We committed
to putting the lights in, and now the government has done that.
The Andrews government has a history of opposing things that are necessary for Hastings. As soon as
they took government in 2014, they refused to open the Somerville police station. They cancelled the
development of the port of Hastings, sacked 110 people and clawed back $60 million that was there
to develop the port. There are a whole range of things where they have just done something that would
make it more difficult for my community.
The Somerville police station was something that the Somerville community had fought for for over
a decade. They had campaigned for it and held protest meetings. Letters and petitions had literally
gone on for years. The community wanted its own police station, so in 2010 we committed to building
that police station. When we were elected in 2010 we in fact built that police station. It took some time
to find the correct land that the police department needed, but we built that police station. It was to
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open literally at the time of the 2014 election. I received a letter from Ken Lay, the then Chief
Commissioner of Police, saying that it would be ready to be opened just after the election as a 24-hour
police station. It depended upon the staffing of course as to whether it was to be 16 hours or 24 hours.
Once the Andrews government was elected of course political cynicism kicked in and they refused to
open the police station. It has still not been opened. We have rising crime right throughout the
community in that area. We have one divvy van. We have not had new police in the Hastings area for
years, and crime, particularly the low-level crime, the crime that makes communities feel very unsafe,
has grown and continues to grow, with monkey bikes, graffiti, vandalism, hoon driving and those sorts
of things. When you walk through a street that is covered in graffiti of course it sends a message to a
community that it is an unsafe place, that anything goes, that they are not safe. The message it sends
to perpetrators is that they can get away with just about anything. That is the kind of environment that
this government is leaving us in. Of course if you task police with going and doing things like breathtesting, while they are very necessary and important, or dealing with domestic violence, which again
is a very high priority, but you do not give them the police to do that, then if you only have one divvy
van between an area as big as Baxter to Flinders, obviously police cannot attend. So if the police cannot
attend, the likelihood is the offence will not be recorded and of course your crime drops, and once
police cannot attend several times, then of course the community stops reporting and again your crime
drops. That is exactly what this government has done. Then it comes out and does press releases and
crows about how it has driven crime down, even though it was still much higher at the end of its last
term than it was at the beginning of the last term.
They claim that they have driven crime down when in fact what they have done is teach the police and
teach the community that it is almost useless reporting it. The same perpetrators end up back out on
the street because this government has not handled its courts well, and that is a historic thing from
Labor governments, but really the whole thing adds up to a state that is not in a great situation from a
law and order prospective. Its police have got very low morale. They are very hardworking and very
brave but, nevertheless, have very low morale, and it is making it very difficult for them to do the jobs
that they know they need to do for the community. That is not the way a Liberal government would
have handled things, and I think the Labor government is an absolute disgrace.
Ms KAIROUZ (Kororoit—Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
Minister for Suburban Development) (16:51): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned until later this day.
Bills
VICTORIAN INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL AND IMPROVING
PARLIAMENTARY STANDARDS BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms ALLAN:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Dr READ (Brunswick) (16:51): I appreciate the opportunity to speak this afternoon. I rise to speak
on the Victorian Independent Remuneration Tribunal and Improving Parliamentary Standards
Bill 2019. We stand here in the least democratic Parliament in the country. Victoria has a lot of
catching up to do compared to other jurisdictions when it comes to accountability and transparency,
so the bill before us is an important step in the right direction. The bill will establish an independent
remuneration tribunal which will set the salaries, allowances and electorate office budgets for
members of this Parliament.
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Victoria is the last to the table on this issue. All other states and territories have a system in place to
independently set salaries for members of Parliament, as does the commonwealth. Our Parliament
should not have allowed our outdated system to remain for so long. We are, however, concerned the
bill allows for significant increases in the salary of MPs. At a time when wages across the economy
are stagnant, and when the government’s own wages policy provides for a base increase of only 2.5 per
cent for the public sector, this bill, potentially, could enable increases for our salaries of upwards of
20 per cent.
While the tribunal is independent, it will only be able to set salaries that are more than existing salaries
and with a range that allows increases many times over the wage increases available to everyone else.
The Greens are proposing that the range by which the tribunal can set salaries is moved so that it has
a lower upper range and the floor is removed. If it is government policy to increase the wages of
Victoria’s public servants by 2.5 per cent, then that policy should apply to MPs as well. We should
not be setting up a process that can give us 20 per cent increases while limiting them to 2.5 per cent
for every other public servant.
Importantly, the bill strengthens the monitoring, compliance and enforcement provisions relating to
parliamentary allowances and budgets. Reinforcing to the public that misuse of public funds is
unacceptable and will attract consequences is essential to regaining trust after the decades of rorts that
this place has witnessed. However, the compliance regime proposed in the bill could be improved.
There is a role for the relevant officer to sign off on budget and allowance claims; there is a compliance
officer to hear appeals about claims; it is also the government’s intention there be a parliamentary
integrity advisor to provide advice, but that position is not legislated; then of course there is the ultimate
authority of the Privileges Committee and the chambers themselves.
The Greens are proposing something simpler. We believe an independent parliamentary standards
commissioner is a more accountable approach. We will be moving amendments in the other place to
establish an independent commissioner who would have responsibilities for overseeing the appropriate
use of entitlements and observance of the code of conduct, as well as providing advice to MPs on
acceptable use of public resources and the code of conduct. Finally, the bill updates the code of
conduct, and not before time. We are pleased to see a more contemporary and appropriate code of
conduct reflected in the bill.
However, there is one big gap in the revised code of conduct—that is, we need tighter restrictions on
post-Parliament employment for ministers and parliamentary secretaries. It is time to stop the practice
of ministers leaving Parliament and getting lucrative lobbying jobs in the industries they were
responsible for regulating—or not regulating, as the case may be. ‘Cooling off periods’ for ministers
are a key element in any transparent and accountable government committed to acting in the interest
of the community rather than for corporations.
Overall, we are relieved to see this bill before Parliament at last. We support the bill, while noting we
will move amendments in the other place to strengthen it even further. We know that Victorians are
tired of watching their elected representatives behaving badly in Parliament, rorting the system,
misusing public funds and throwing long-established parliamentary norms out the window. As elected
representatives, we should be acting in the public interest and for the public good. The Greens have
been fighting for better parliamentary standards for many years, but now more than ever we need to
clean up politics in this state and we need to clean up this Parliament.
Ms KAIROUZ (Kororoit—Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
Minister for Suburban Development) (16:56): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned until later this day.
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Address to Parliament
GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed on motion of Mr BRAYNE:
That the following address, in reply to the speech of Her Excellency the Governor to both houses of
Parliament, be agreed to by this house:
Governor:
We, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria assembled in Parliament, wish to express our loyalty to our
Sovereign and to thank you for the speech which you have made to the Parliament.

Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) (16:56): Can I start off by congratulating you, Acting Speaker, on your
result in the electorate of Carrum. The Liberal Party threw absolutely everything at the electorate of
Carrum and finished up with perhaps their worst result on record, so congratulations to you.
It is an absolute honour to stand here as the re-elected member for Bentleigh in a much bigger, secondterm Andrews Labor government. Normally you would do the thankyous at the end, but I really do
want to do the thankyous right at the beginning of this contribution. Firstly, I want to thank my people,
the people of the Bentleigh electorate, for their faith and trust in me in electing me for a second time.
In doing so I acknowledge that for many of them and indeed for many people across Victoria it was
the first time that they had voted Labor, and we will not betray that trust and confidence. We will not
let them down.
I want to thank my family—my mum, Sue; my dad, Arthur; my sister, Alexandra; and my brother-inlaw, Damien—for their love and support, but also my extended family for their support. There are
many colleagues I want to thank as well, but I will narrow that down to just one, who is really a
member of my family, and that is the member for Oakleigh. The last four years would have been a lot
more difficult without him, so thank you, Steve.
To my other family, my staff—Robyn Dale, Edward Broadbent, Tobi Rosengarten and Pam
Cupples—you are four exceptional individuals. This is a difficult job, and the fact is you need people
around you who are loyal, people you can trust, and I have certainly had that in my electorate office.
In my inaugural speech I forgot to thank one person and that is Kosmos Samaras, so I thank him now.
Kos is a dear friend and someone from whom for many years I have sought counsel. He is a very good
person. He has a brilliant mind, and I really do thank him for his support and friendship over many,
many years.
I want to thank our army of Labor volunteers in the Bentleigh electorate led by our field organiser,
Peter Tanti. Thanks for all your hard work. We would never have got there without you.
Looking back on the first term, we had a record of achievement in Bentleigh and across the state
unmatched by any government in the history of this state. In the electorate of Bentleigh we wasted no
time in removing three level crossings: at Centre Road, McKinnon Road and North Road. Those
deathtraps are gone. It has improved substantially the amenity of our local area, and we have three
safer, more functional train stations as a result. At the same time of course 1400 people—construction
workers—worked in the peak construction period across those three sites. It is an infrastructure project
that continues to create a lot of jobs.
I also want to reflect on the massive $65 million investment in upgrading schools in the Bentleigh
electorate. That is nearly every single school. It really has been the greatest pleasure of my time as a
member of Parliament—working with the 20 schools in my electorate to get some outstanding results
for our local students. I think to the $16 million expansion of Moorabbin Hospital, which was funded
in our first budget and is complete and has meant that an additional 50 000 people each year can
receive care and treatment right in East Bentleigh—a very, very substantial win. I think to the massive
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upgrade of Moorabbin Reserve, which saw St Kilda Football Club come back to their spiritual home
of Moorabbin, and also the second stage of that development that we funded in the last budget, which
will turn Moorabbin Reserve into a venue for female footy. These are very important investments for
our community, and I acknowledge the member for Lara, the former Minister for Sport, who made
that happen.
I think to Southland station, something that had been talked about for many, many years. This
government got that done. I think about upgrades to bus services and the upgrade of the Moorabbin
campus of Holmesglen TAFE. That is the approach we took—supporting our TAFEs, not cutting them
and closing them down like the former government. I also think to the work we did on the local
planning scheme in the City of Glen Eira, both in Bentleigh and in Carnegie, in the member for
Oakleigh’s electorate, to have mandatory height limits in those activity centres so we can start to
reverse some of the damage done during the member for Bulleen’s time as the Minister for Planning.
This was a strong, positive record of achievement of our first term.
There are two main observations I would make about that first term. The first is that we are the
government in Victoria that has leveraged its historical investment in infrastructure—nearly
$11 billion a year—to create jobs and opportunities for Victorians. That is why, for example, we made
it the law of the land that 10 per cent of workers on government projects are to be apprentices or
engineering cadets or trainees, because we wanted to make sure that our investment in infrastructure
gave our young people those opportunities. Down on the Dandenong line, on the level crossing
removal project, there is the fact that around 100 Indigenous Australians and nearly 30 returned service
people worked on the project. These are big wins for the Victorian community because we have a
government that, in addition to making sure that our state has the infrastructure for the future, also has
a social conscience—we are also socially responsible—and wants to make sure that that massive
investment creates jobs and opportunities for Victorians.
The other observation I want to make about that first term is a much more local one, and that is with
regards to our special schools. Frankly, special education had been forgotten until this government
was elected. If I look at the three special schools in my electorate, all three of them are being upgraded
or rebuilt by the Andrews Labor government—all three of them. What I was struck by when
announcing this funding was how many parents said to me that, ‘We’ve never seen any money at our
special schools’. They actually said, ‘This makes us feel like our children are worth just as much as
children at mainstream schools’. To many of us, that goes without saying, and I really do hope that
our first term in government, and indeed what is to come in our second term, will go some way to
making them know that their children are valued.
We had a lot of positive election promises in this election campaign as well, and I am going to fly
through them. There are upgrades to St Peter’s Primary School, my old school; Southern Autistic
School, Tucker Road Bentleigh Primary Schooland—a very big one—a second campus for McKinnon
Secondary College. It is a massive investment—and I do thank the Treasurer, who is at the table, for
his strong support—but one that is needed. We did have Murrumbeena High School, which was closed
by the Kennett government. We now have a big increase in enrolments in secondary schools, and we
desperately need a second campus for McKinnon Secondary College, which this year enrolled
420 year 7s. McKinnon Secondary College now enrols a primary school each year. The people of
Bentleigh know that only a Labor government was ever going to build that second campus. It will
open in 2022, and I am very proud of that.
We are going to upgrade South Road—a $30 million investment. We are going to build an ambulance
station in East Bentleigh to build on the fantastic work that this government did in our first term on
our ambulance service, which means that we have the best ambulance response times on record, and
we are going to invest in local sport.
I have to contrast that with the campaign of my main opponent, Asher Judah, and the Liberal Party
across this state. He focused on two main issues: crime and inappropriate development. What struck
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me about the law and order issue is that the Liberal Party was trying to run this argument that our
crime rate was going up and our police numbers were being cut—at a time when actually our crime
rate was going down and our police numbers were going up. We have seen reductions in the crime
rate that are in double digits both across Victoria and in my electorate. We have also seen at the same
time a historic investment in additional police in the state—a 20 per cent increase in the size of Victoria
Police. That is why if you go over to the police academy, it is at capacity. We made those investments.
The crime rate was coming down as a result of the hard work of Victoria Police, supported by this
government, and the people of Victoria saw right through the fake news—and in some cases racism—
being peddled by those opposite.
The Liberal Party also campaigned on inappropriate development in my electorate—and really across
the state—and I have to say that was a very bitter pill to swallow, given that my opponent was a former
executive director of the Property Council of Australia and had a lot of interesting things to say on
record when it came to inappropriate development and when it came to development more broadly.
But again people saw the work we did there, and they were not going to elect, frankly, somebody like
the Liberal candidate for Bentleigh and his leader, who has a long list of transgressions as planning
minister. I also want to make another point. Since the election we have heard a lot of allegations from
those opposite of arrogance on this side of the house.
Ms Ryan interjected.
Mr STAIKOS: What I would say to the member for Euroa sitting at the table is that it is gross
hypocrisy to accuse this government of arrogance when you consider the fact that we had Michael
Kroger backgrounding journalists right up until election day that seats like Cranbourne and
Wendouree were in play. They barely won Sandringham and Brighton. They actually thought they
were going to win the election. I do remember this opinion piece by Jeff Kennett in the days leading
up to the election, ‘There’s an upset on the cards’. Well, there certainly was an upset, and it is in the
form of the cheap suits ensemble opposite. That is really where the upset was.
I really cannot end this contribution without using my remaining few minutes to make an observation
on the behaviour of David Davis. I will name him. He behaved absolutely disgracefully. He led a
disgraceful opposition attack, a disgraceful personal opposition attack, and he needs to be called out
for what he did. He was responsible for the Liberal Party prosecuting the campaigns of noisy
minorities. In doing so, the Liberal Party lost touch with mainstream Victoria. Mr Davis, whose
behaviour has been increasingly erratic, stood out the front of the member for Oakleigh’s electorate
office to address a rally and kept referring to the member for Oakleigh—and I apologise for this
language but I am quoting the now Leader of the Opposition in the upper house—as ‘this arsehole’.
He actually fanned the flames of some very, very angry people. He went on a roadshow to all the
public transport forums across Melbourne just to disrupt those forums, to drown out speakers who did
not agree with his view, to act like a total idiot.
These are the sorts of things that we should not expect from a member of this Parliament. The Liberal
Party never took action on Mr Davis. In fact they made him their leader in the upper house. That tells
me that they learnt absolutely nothing from the result of that last election. Frankly, Mr Davis needs to
take a good, hard look at himself.
Ms Ryan: On a point of order, Acting President, I just ask if you would draw the member back to
using titles which are appropriate for this house, rather than calling people by their first names.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Suleyman): I remind the member to refer to all members by their
title.
Mr STAIKOS: I finish by saying that the former member for Brighton, who was somebody who
enjoyed widespread respect across this chamber and across the aisle, in her valedictory made the point
that she regretted the new level of nastiness, the new level of toxicity of this place. It is incumbent on
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all of us, particularly those opposite, who tried to turn the last Parliament into a shambles, to bring a
sense of decorum and respect into this place, something that has been lacking for some time.
Mr D O'BRIEN (Gippsland South) (17:11): I am pleased to rise on the address-in-reply to the
Governor’s speech. It is a great privilege to have served in the last Parliament on behalf of the people
of Gippsland South and a much greater one to have been re-elected. I am pleased that my re-election
occurred with a significant increase in my primary vote, something that the former member for
Gippsland South will hear plenty about over time. I am one up on him at this stage—and I might quit
while I am ahead.
It is fantastic to represent the people of Gippsland South. They are a resilient, innovative, stoic, friendly
and very, very down-to-earth group of people and I am pleased to represent them. They give respect
where it is earned, they are polite to their local MP—mostly—and they do not grumble—mostly. They
deserve a strong voice and I do pledge to continue to be that strong voice.
On the one hand it is a bit disappointing that I had only two opponents in the Gippsland South race. I
think it was only equalled by one other electorate in the state. It is pretty rare these days to have only
three candidates. But I might say that for me that was possibly a bit more of endorsement than the
actual result. To have only the Greens and Labor running against me and that no-one else decided to
put their hand up was very humbling and very good. On the other hand, competition is better. I did
spend quite a period of time in the lead-up to the campaign calling on Labor and the Greens to actually
announce a candidate because it was only about five or six weeks out from the election date that they
finally did. I said that was important—not only that we had candidates but that we had candidates to
stand up and fight for and deliver commitments on behalf of the electorate.
We did get those candidates and I congratulate Denise Ryan for Labor who, at 73, probably should be
doing other things, with the greatest respect to the member for Hawthorn. She was a lovely lady and
we had some good conversations. I also congratulate Ian Onley for the Greens. I think this was his
third or possibly fourth campaign, so he could possibly be considered a serial candidate. The campaign
was run in good spirit and I enjoyed chatting on pre-poll in particular with those volunteers and the
two candidates and indeed my good mate Darren McCubbin, who many on the other side will know.
Darren is a local councillor with Wellington and a Labor true believer and indeed also a former Labor
candidate. He has got a genuine passion for his community and a great sense of humour and we had
some good chats and some good fun on pre-poll.
Notwithstanding that it was held in good spirit, the Labor Party did not really turn up in Gippsland
South; they really did not have a go at all. The Premier had promised to govern for all of Victoria but
Labor made zero commitment to the Gippsland South electorate—not one commitment was made to
the Gippsland South electorate. I must say that it is pretty galling to hear from the other side, from
those who were here last time and new MPs, standing up saying what a wonderful government we are
and we do so much for everyone, including comments from the member for Bentleigh about working
right across the state. That was not in Gippsland South. I think the Labor Party put one ad in the papers
in the last week but did not make a single commitment. I do not think we had a single minister visit
throughout the election campaign. It was really a very good signal as to what the Labor Party thinks
of the people of Gippsland South and indeed rural Victoria.
The most egregious failing of the Labor Party throughout the campaign was to not make a commitment
to the duplication of the Princes Highway between Traralgon and Sale. We have $132 million from
the federal government, its 80 per cent share of the final two stages. We need $33 million from this
government. They failed to make a commitment on that; they failed to fund it in last year’s budget. I
get sick of hearing this constant bleating from the other side about the federal government’s
infrastructure contribution. Here we have $132 million on the table and it is not being matched and
taken up by the Andrews Labor government. The Treasurer is at the table and he knows very well. He
is the one who is talking about this all the time and yet he has not been able to find the $33 million to
finish his project that has been going for some 10 years now. The people of Sale and East Gippsland
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have been very, very patient. The fact that it has not been funded now by the Andrews Labor
government and will not be funded in this year’s budget will put this project back further and further.
So please spare me the lectures on infrastructure funding that we get from Labor about the federal
government as well.
The highway was one of a number of projects that we committed to on the Nationals side. Our
commitments to Gippsland South tallied some $55 million. There was originally the port of Sale TAFE
campus, a commitment made by the opposition member at the table, the then shadow minister for
Training and Skills, the member for Euroa, and that was matched by the government in last year’s
budget, so I was pleased with that. That went ahead, but again we were the first cab off the rank for that.
We also committed to the completion of the Korumburra Secondary College; a new Foster primary
school; fire stations at Mirboo North, Foster and Yarram; a transport plan for south-west Gippsland,
including coach and rail service reviews; high-speed rail to Sale, which would give us a 91-minute
journey from Melbourne to Sale; and, most particularly, a dedicated Gippsland rail line beyond
Pakenham, which is something that the Andrews government and the Minister for Transport
Infrastructure have steadfastly refused to even consider. The country roads and bridges program would
have delivered $4 million to each of my shires, Wellington and South Gippsland. We had commitments
to beautiful Agnes Falls and a predator-proof fence for Wilsons Promontory. All of these commitments
were very warmly welcomed by the people of Gippsland South, but not a cracker from the Labor Party,
which promises to govern for all of Victoria and yet has given nothing for those projects.
I would like to thank my team: the campaign committee, Meree Bath, Adrian Harris, Lee Marchant and
Jeff ‘Blacky’ Blackman; my upper house colleague Melina Bath; the many others who manned the prepoll for two weeks—we had some wonderful volunteers who spent many, many hours on that prepoll—and the hundreds who helped man the 46 booths throughout Gippsland South; and my staff,
Karen, Heather, Katherine and Charmaine, who also did a fantastic job managing the office in a busy
election period and volunteered their own time at the weekends and on election day. I would like to
thank my family for their help. My immediate family dominated the Araluen booth in Sale and brought
home a very good result. And of course, I offer thanks to my children, Harvey and Milly, and my
beautiful wife, Vicki. This profession is probably the most selfish there is. You are constantly putting
your family second, and I could not do it without them, as I am sure most members here will understand.
For country MPs the time away from home is tough. I acknowledge that on both sides, whether you
are Labor, Liberal, National or otherwise. It is something that those opposite need to recall when they
often talk about the introduction of family-friendly hours. While I do not have a problem with it, it
actually makes no difference for us who are here all the time. I am not going to have a sook about it.
It is something that we accept as country MPs—we have to travel. But it is a good example of what
country people have to put up with. Many city people do not appreciate the extra cost and extra time
that country people have to deal with.
I congratulate the Labor Party and the Premier on their victory. It was certainly far in excess of
anything that I was expecting. We have plenty of soul-searching to do on this side, and that has begun
in earnest. For the Nationals it was a mixed result, losing Mildura and a seat in the other place in
Northern Victoria Region. It is very disappointing to lose Peter Crisp and Luke O’Sullivan. I might
add, given the loss of Luke O’Sullivan, that the upper house results reinforce my view that we need
reform of the voting system for the upper house. The system has been gamed and we must abolish
group tickets. It is an electoral travesty that six of the 10 crossbenchers were elected with less than
4 per cent of the vote—one with 0.6 per cent of the vote and one with 0.8 per cent of the vote. That
does not reflect the will of the people. Indeed the 10 crossbenchers in the upper house who were
elected received, in total, 32.76 per cent of the vote, just over half of what I got as a primary vote, and
yet there are 10 of them and there is one of me. That is enough to say that the system is wrong and
does need reform.
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Otherwise, for the Nationals, it was a relatively good performance. Our vote, overall, held up. I
congratulate the member for Euroa, the member for Murray Plains and the member for Lowan—all
had swings to them, despite the results elsewhere. In Gippsland South, Gippsland East and Ovens
Valley, we held our own; our position remained largely the same. Given the statewide picture, this is
also a message to the Labor Party: the people of rural Victoria did not buy what you were selling. Yes,
you had a massive win and you had a big win in the cities—no doubt—but in the rural seats, which
the Nationals represent, there was indeed a swing to us, as I said, in three of those seats. It is a message
that Labor needs to understand.
Likewise, Labor has failed to budge its vote in my neighbouring seat of Morwell, where the Labor
Party put in a huge effort. There was a phalanx of ministers visiting. The Premier was there regularly.
He could not get past Traralgon to actually visit some of the drought-affected farmers in my electorate
and that of the member for Gippsland East, but he was into Traralgon and Morwell every second day.
There were truckloads of taxpayer cash and, I would estimate, a $300 000 or $400 000 campaign by
the Labor Party, and their vote did not change. I congratulate the re-elected member for Morwell, but
the lesson for Labor is clear: if you want to win Gippsland seats, some serious support for our industries
in Gippsland, particularly energy and timber, is required. Stop pandering to the Greens or flirting with
the Greens and remember the blue-collar workers that you once represented, because they deserve
your support. They want their jobs.
I want to just comment briefly now on some speeches that bookended the parliamentary break. We
heard from the former member from Brighton and the former member for Nepean in their valedictory
speeches at the end of Parliament. Similar comments were also made by the Speaker in the opening
of this Parliament about politicians’ behaviour. The Speaker’s comments were more about our
parliamentary behaviour. I agree that members on both sides of this chamber need to improve. Both
sides are at fault. The lack of respect for each other and for our differing views is turning people away,
particularly with the petty pointscoring that goes on and the noise that occurs during question time as
well. I am no angel. I am not saying for a second that I have been perfect about it.
A member interjected.
Mr D O'BRIEN: I agree that the Parliament should be a robust place. It is the sort of place where
we do have interjections and where there will be noise. I get that. One of my former colleagues in the
Nationals used to refer to Parliament as a pressure valve for society, a release valve where things could
be robustly debated. But political discourse and behaviour more generally—not just here but outside
the Parliament as well—have degenerated considerably in the past decade or so. The actions of the
former Speaker and Deputy Speaker were a political opportunity for our side, but I think more
generally they reflected poorly on us all. I believe the public, the people of Victoria, think, ‘A pox on
all your houses’. They do not just see that as an issue for the Labor Party. There have been other
examples on both sides. I think the hyperpartisanship that we have seen, particularly trickling down
from the federal level, is counterproductive to good governance in this country.
I am pleased that during the election campaign both the former Leader of the Opposition and the
Premier acknowledged some common ground on certain policies and said they would have a look at
it, that if it was a good idea they were happy to support it. But one thing I have found since becoming
an MP is the polarisation of views. We have retreated to tribal groups in ideological corners. The
notion that an idea is right or wrong just because it came from the team you are either with or against
is a blight on our democracy. In my view people are sick of it. They just want solutions. They want us
to get on with things and stop throwing muck at each other.
We are from different parties and we have different views on solving the problems in society, so of
course we are going to have disagreements. Sometimes constituents say, ‘Why don’t you just all
agree?’. Well, we do not, and we are not going to—and that is fine. Debating those competing ideas
is how we will get the best outcomes. But I would like to see a more collaborative approach and
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especially less game playing here in the chamber, because at the end of the day it is mostly politically
pointless as most of the voters are not watching us here in the chamber anyway.
The former member for Brighton quoted Dr David Zyngier’s work at Monash University, and some
of the evidence he gave to the Electoral Matters Committee. I quote from the report:
In 2014, only 60 per cent of Australians believe that ‘democracy is preferable to any other kind of
government’.

More alarmingly:
... only 42 percent of 18 to 29-year-olds in 2014 viewed democracy as preferable to any other kind of
government ...

To that I say two things: what is it that they would prefer? The ANU might have the answer, with a
result reported in The Guardian earlier this year that 33 per cent of Australians now rate having an
authoritarian-style leader as being very good or fairly good. It is a great concern. The second thing that
I am reminded of is Winston Churchill, and one of my favourite quotes of his is that ‘democracy is the
worst form of government, except for all those other forms that have been tried’. He is right. Our
system is not perfect, but it is better than the alternative. We have an obligation to protect it. I fear that
our behaviour collectively is not good and that it seriously needs to improve.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (17:26): Thank you, Acting Speaker Suleyman. I congratulate you on
your re-election and also the many other colleagues who have joined us in this chamber. I love this
period in the election cycle. I know in the next half hour we will be hearing some more of the fabulous
inaugural speeches from the fabulous new members that have joined this chamber. I feel a great sense
of connection to them, given that I was elected in 2002, which was the last time that there was such a
huge change and influx of new members. The stories, passion and compassion of the new members
that have joined this place and their journeys and why they have come here is truly inspirational. Even
for those of us who have been here for 16 years, it reinforces why we do what we do. I can see from
your face, Acting Speaker, that you are feeling that.
I want to begin by thanking my campaign team. They did an outstanding job, as they always do. It is
not easy to work for a member of Parliament in a paid capacity or in a voluntary capacity, particularly
in an electorate as curious as Yan Yean. Interface electorates are incredibly diverse in their natures.
Yan Yean has always had huge population growth. The pressure that is on our staff and volunteers
now with social media and the immediacy of people wanting responses has changed very much in the
16 years that I have been in this place, so I want to thank my staff: Virginia, Brooke, Sasha, Josh, Pam
McLeod and many other volunteers.
I want to mention Mary Simpson and her husband, Val. Val is a retired policeman. He was a former
councillor at the Shire of Diamond Valley and was rightly awarded an Order of Australia Medal on
Australia Day. I was delighted to join Val and Mary at their son Sean’s home in Doreen only a few
short weeks ago to celebrate with them. I really could not have done it without volunteers like Mary
and Val. The two weeks of early voting and pre-poll is really difficult for an MP, but to have volunteers
like Val and Mary to stand with you greeting voters is truly remarkable. But I saw on Facebook a post
from Mary, and I am just going to read it. It was yesterday at 9.48 a.m.:
Ambulance Victoria. How great is your service? We had occasion to use your service at 1.00 a.m. Sunday
morning. The ambulance arrived within 4 minutes of calling. The two officers were absolutely amazing. They
could have not been any better. So please everyone respect our ambos. They do a fabulous job. Without their
professional help I may not have been here today. 000 was so helpful and kept my husband Val on the phone
the whole time talking to him to reassure him right up to the officers coming in the door. Thank you ambos.

It sounds like Mary had a big health threat there. I am not rude enough to ask how old Mary is, but I
think she and Val are at the later end of their 70s. They are very fit, sprightly and healthy. They were
with me when the former Minister for Health, the member for Altona, and I went to the soon-to-beonline Mernda ambulance branch. The crews have been in operation for over 12 months. Not only
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were Mary and Val there at the open day but it seems that Mary had a lucky escape and has been the
beneficiary of those paramedics. I am so glad that she is still around and healthy and able to post in
that way.
Other volunteers that I want to thank include those I call the Singh mafia—the Indian community,
especially the Punjabis. There are so many, led by Shane Singh, Parvinder Singh and Jasvinder Sidhu.
So many of them have moved into the Yan Yean electorate, and I am so glad that they feel they are
able to participate in our democratic process, especially because they have chosen to help me. It is
really helpful, and I am just delighted to learn about their culture and the various cultures of the Indian
communities who have moved into the Yan Yean electorate.
Also, I met Deb Wolsley-Pine during the early voting in Whittlesea. She was actually handing out
how-to-vote cards for an Independent candidate for the seat of Eildon, but votes were coming in a bit
slowly so she decided that she would hand out mine in one hand and the Independent’s in the other.
We have become firm friends. She has now moved down and joined the Epping branch, and has
become a great new friend. There was also Bill Lord, Chris Curtis, Nick Brain, Kobe Hay, Daniel
Nicholson, Robert Thompson and family, Betty Dodd, Peter Malone, Amie Kanshlo, Ben Lee and all
the staff at the Maurice Blackburn Greensborough practice. They were amazingly supportive to my
team and me. Others include Cath Fisher, Chris Atkins, Kim Murdoch, and of course who could resist
an overture to vote for me from Leo Mollasi; he just does not take no for an answer. Mark Ward was
my first campaign manager and he has been there for me in every campaign since, as well as Jeannie
Taylor and also the Montgomery family, who were inspired to assist in my campaign by their relative
who was one of my opponents. I was very grateful for their support and insight.
I want to thank the great Labor team of the Andrews Labor government and all the ministers and the
Premier for their part in making a number of great election commitments that we will be rolling out in
the Yan Yean electorate. The member for Lara and I were able to visit the Laurimer Cricket Club and
met Evan the president there. It is a fantastic club. It is in need of $180 000 to redo their cricket nets,
because some genius at the council decided to install the cricket nets east–west. Anyone who plays
cricket knows that you do not want to be practising your batting into a western sunset, so those funds
will be well used to have nets that face the proper way, which is north–south, as any cricket fan knows.
My son is a former student of Diamond Valley College. We did a great upgrade to that fabulous school
during the last term. Peter, who is the compere of Grand Designs Australia, designed a new
performing arts area and theatre for that fabulous school. He also designed a similar refit for the
Whittlesea Secondary College. So it is really great to see that our schools are getting the best people
to design their buildings, and gone—or going—are the light timber constructions of the 1950s and
60s, replaced with modern buildings of the 21st century.
A great primary school next door to Diamond Valley College, Diamond Creek East Primary School,
is to be upgraded. The principal, Rob Rostolis, is a great mate of mine, and he said, ‘Danielle, I’m now
going to delay my retirement until the new admin building opens’, because it is something he has been
waiting for for a long time.
We have also committed to build three community hospitals for the north—I suppose four, if you add
Sunbury, which will draw people from the north as well. These are in Craigieburn, in the Eltham
electorate next door—and I understand it is likely to be in Greensborough, which will be nice and
close for my Diamond Valley residents—and in the Whittlesea growth corridor. I am very hopeful
that not only will this provide health services and mental health services but it will specifically be there
to meet the ongoing needs of communities that are still recovering from bushfires, and particularly
things like PTSD. That extends to our young people as well, so having a community hospital in the
Whittlesea corridor will be fantastic for them.
We have committed to build a parenting centre for Whittlesea as well along with walking trails and
parklands. We are going to create 6500 hectares of parkland—that was our overall commitment—and
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for the Yan Yean electorate that means that the Quarry Hills park will be extended. There will be a
17-kilometre extension to the Plenty River Trail from Mernda to the Western Ring Road at
Greensborough, and that will really open up that magnificent park. It will connect into the paths that
have already been constructed as part of the Mernda rail extension. There will also be a new local park
for Wallan, which I know the Friends of the Merri Creek would really welcome along with locals,
especially Cr Rob Eldridge in the Shire of Mitchell, who has worked very hard towards having parks
for that new community. There is a new off-leash dog park for Nillumbik. It will be in the electorate
of Eltham, but I am sure that dog owners from my electorate will benefit from that as well, in addition
to one that is in Diamond Creek.
The member for Yuroke, the member for Thomastown and I are delighted to see that there will be a
new trunk bus service between Mernda and Craigieburn via Wollert. That will connect those two
communities into new rail services at Mernda but also to what we hope will be growing numbers of
jobs around Mernda and also jobs around Craigieburn and in that corridor.
We are going to do stage 2 of the Hurstbridge rail line, and that means that people in my electorate
who take the train from Diamond Creek, Wattle Glen or Hurstbridge will for the first time have 20minute services. It will not mean that we need to disrupt parkland and duplicate all the way to the end
of the Hurstbridge line, which I know the Liberal Party did not commit to but my opponent was
threatening to do. I know that the Liberal mayor of Nillumbik supports that, but I think that is merely
about his desire to expand housing into the urban growth boundary. The study that was done by the
Minister for Public Transport in the last Parliament has identified that merely duplicating between
Diamond Creek and Wattle Glen will be sufficient to deliver those 20-minute services.
Greensborough will get a new station and also a new bus interchange. The 343 bus service that travels
from Hurstbridge, Wattle Glen and Diamond Creek to Greensborough via St Helena is a pretty rapid
service, a journey not much longer than by train via Eltham and Montmorency. But once there is that
new bus interchange by the train station that will make that seamless interchange between
Greensborough station and buses really, really useful for commuters, whether it is people wanting to
travel for recreation, for work or for study.
We have committed $8 million to upgrade the Diamond Valley Sports and Fitness Centre—an
investment in basketball and a range of sports there. And there is the new kids emergency department
at the Northern Hospital of course.
There are those big-ticket items that everyone knows about which are going to benefit my
community—the north-east link, the airport rail link and the suburban rail link, which will then benefit
regional commuters as well on the Seymour line, because the Seymour line, like other regional services
and the Suburban Rail Loop, will mean they will have easy access to the airport and also quicker
access to different paths into the city.
Montmorency Secondary College is getting an upgrade to its basketball and sports stadium. St Helena
Secondary College is getting an upgrade. There are 50 new car parks for Wattle Glen station, and the
Donnybrook to Craigieburn bus is getting an upgrade. There are new primary schools—Kalkallo
Common, which is just over Merri Creek from my community in Donnybrook—so that means there
will be local schools for that growing community for the first time.
Of course the other projects that we already had underway continue: there is the northern roads upgrade
package; we have out to tender the duplication of Bridge Inn Road; the balance of Yan Yean Road to
Bridge Inn Road will be done as one project; and the duplication of Plenty Road to Bridge Inn Road
as well will be done as part of that package. I note that there was another serious accident on Yan Yean
Road yesterday, and I will be redoubling my efforts to make sure that VicRoads is looking at road
safety before that project is completed.
I commend this address-in-reply to the house.
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Mr R SMITH (Warrandyte) (17:41): It is a pleasure to rise during the address-in-reply, and I must
say at the outset that I would like to acknowledge the contribution of the member for Hastings. He
expressed many of the sentiments that I myself have, and I thought he made a wonderful contribution
here earlier this afternoon. It is a great honour for every single one of us to be in this place. I welcome
every new member here. Although the election result was not one that I was happy with, I do
acknowledge that everyone in this place is sent here by their community. Whether you are one of my
colleagues who has joined me in my party room—the member for Sandringham, Brighton or Evelyn—
a Labor member or even the Greens members, everyone here deserves to be in this place. They were
sent by the people of Victoria to represent them here in this place. It does not matter whether you are
sent here by the thinnest of margins, like the honourable member for Ripon, or by a larger margin, like
the honourable member for Lowan, we are all here because our community has sent us here.
There have been some people on the other side of the chamber who have been gracious in victory, and
I thank the honourable Minister for Racing at the table for the way he has conducted himself, and
many of his colleagues have conducted themselves in a similar fashion. There are, however, some
members opposite who have already expressed some arrogance and hubris and who have expressed
the commentary that a diminution of margin means a diminution of legitimacy in this place. The reality
is that nothing could be further from the truth. Every one of the 88 members in this place has an equal
voice and an equal standing in the Victorian community. We should remember that if we take that
arrogance and hubris to our electorates, we will not be given a second chance to come back here.
Again, I welcome every member here. Every member has legitimacy in this place. Every member has
an equal voice. Every member has a job to do, and I do welcome the new members here.
Can I say from a personal point of view that I want to thank the community of Warrandyte for putting
their trust in me for a fourth term, particularly those in the areas I kept following the redistribution in
2014, who I have now been able to serve for the last 12 years, and I am coming into my 13th year—
and certainly the newer members of my community through Doncaster East and Donvale. I do thank
them very much for their faith in me, and I trust that they believe I will continue to advocate for them,
making sure that my community gets the services that are required. Indeed it has been difficult over
the last four years, with this government unfortunately giving very little to the Warrandyte community.
In fact it is something under $5 million over the four years in contrast to the previous coalition
government, which delivered in the order of $72 million to my electorate through investment in local
schools, the Ringwood railway station, the Ringwood police station, new preschools and grants to
various community groups.
The electorate of Warrandyte has seen very little from this government, and I am trusting that in
budgets to come the Premier, the Treasurer and indeed the executive will see Warrandyte as a part of
Victoria and one that deserves as much attention as other areas of Victoria, because there is certainly
infrastructure investment that is needed in our schools. I have mentioned particularly some of the
schools that need urgent work, including Donvale Primary School, Warrandyte High School and
Beverley Hills Primary School, which I mentioned in this place only yesterday—it is in sore need of
a significant redevelopment. One would only have to walk around that school to see the problems
there. It is all very well to call Victoria the Education State and it is all very well to trumpet investment
in our schools, and of course the honourable Minister for Education certainly has examples of where
investment has been made by this government, but in the seat of Warrandyte there is very little.
We should not have a school in this state—and I have walked through the students toilets with the
principal—where the smell is overpowering, where there are rusty pipes and where kids are
legitimately hanging on until they get home because they cannot use the toilets in that place, to say
nothing of the rotting windows, the leaking ceilings and the spaces that are being used for student
learning which are not designed for that.
Warrandyte High School is another school that even the Brumby government had slated for significant
investment. Over the course of our government there were schools that we did put money towards.
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Warrandyte was not one of them, but it was slated to come up. Unfortunately that school appears to
have missed out once again over the last four years, and I urge the minister and indeed the government
to make sure that funds are directed to Warrandyte High School because it is one of the central points
in Warrandyte for our students to go to, and I really, really think that school does deserve an
investment. I will certainly continue to advocate for money to be put into that school because it is a
great local school and a great community school, and it deserves to be treated in an equal manner to
other schools in this state.
I do also want to use some of my contribution to thank so many members of my team, so many
members of my community and indeed members of my family for their support over the election
period. The election period for everyone here, particularly those who have faced multiple elections, is
a difficult time no matter what side of the fence you are on. I do not think anybody takes their margin
for granted, certainly in the environment that we are in nowadays. The political environment is very
robust, and if we are not out there talking to our committees and doing our best, then we will suffer
the consequences.
I would like to take this opportunity firstly to thank my family: my wife, Avril, and my two kids, Jaime
and Brodie, who have been by my side as I have been campaigning—and indeed there are too many
times where I have been away from them. I thank them for their patience during that period. I want to
thank my staff, who have been a great part of my ability to communicate with my electorate over my
many years: Helen Dehn, who has been with me over 11 years; and Dan Stewart and Marty Dixon,
who have been great contributors to what we do in Warrandyte. I want to thank Michael Pountney,
who was head of my campaign team, and his team behind him, Stuart Southworth, Grant King, Jodie
White and Sab Reinehr. All the members of the executive—I thank all of them for helping me be a
responsive member to my community.
It is a great community out in Warrandyte. For those who do not know it, it is 25 kilometres out from
Melbourne. It is a beautiful area. The Yarra River runs through it and we have the state forest, and yet
we have got a bustling metropolis around the Doncaster East area. I am blessed to be representing such
a fantastic place.
I also want to acknowledge former colleagues, and in welcoming our new members here I think it is
apt and right that we do acknowledge those members who have gone from our side. I would like to
acknowledge Dee Ryall, Michael Gidley, and Andrew Katos, who was certainly a presence in this
house and a good friend of mine, and I appreciate the time that I had with him. It is unfortunate that
he is no longer able to represent his community. I acknowledge Joshua Morris, a former member for
Western Victoria region, who I firmly believe we have not seen the last of in this Parliament. I believe
that he will come back here as a great member. Heidi Victoria was elected in 2006 with me. Her
Bayswater electorate was a great passion of hers, and again it is not through lack of work that she was
unable to continue her parliamentary career here.
I also want to acknowledge our candidates. From our point of view on this side we are disappointed
that they were ultimately not successful, but I must say that I have not seen a more hardworking bunch
of candidates before—Michael Lamb out in Frankston and Geoff Gledhill. You could not get a more
solid character than Geoff Gledhill campaigning in Mordialloc he list goes on and on. Up in Ballarat,
Amy Johnson—who was a great councillor—did tireless work. She really got to know her community,
she was an outstanding candidate and no doubt we will see her in this place one of these days. To all
the candidates, and there are too many to mention, who worked in Ivanhoe, Sunbury—the list does go
on—while they were ultimately not successful, it was through no lack of hard work.
In the main I think they said their experience was a positive one, they enjoyed meeting the community
and they enjoyed being able to talk about the issues in their various communities. As I said, there is a
level of graciousness that is needed from both sides of the house in acknowledging that. Campaigning
is not easy, particularly for candidates on both sides who are not successful; it takes an enormous
amount of work and an enormous amount of time away from family. It is not a paid role. I am sure
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many in this chamber like myself have heard from members of the community who think they do get
some sort of pay to campaign for months on end—they do not. The work that they put in for their
respective parties is something that we should always acknowledge.
I think this government has a number of challenges over the next four years—challenges which I am
not sure it is willing to face at the moment. Of course they have entered this term with the stain of the
red shirts rort still over their heads. Not only are there many in this chamber who illegitimately signed
time sheets but also there are members in this chamber who in 2014 were beneficiaries of money that
was rorted from the public purse, and that stain will remain with them I think for their entire careers
in the Parliament.
Issues of crime, congestion, and power bills that are rising are ones that have not gone away with the
passage of time. They have not disappeared since the 24 November 2018 election, and there are real
concerns still in the community that those issues are not being dealt with. I saw shortly after the election
another riot in the St Kilda area, and I saw in the paper where a member of the community said, ‘Enough
is enough. We’ve had enough of this. It has to stop’. As I said, the passage of the 24 November election
did not see those incidences decline, and if this government does not face the issues of crime that we
are seeing, then certainly it will be to its detriment and it will be condemned for it.
On congestion, yes, the government has a very ambitious infrastructure program. Unfortunately we
know that many of these projects are significantly over budget by in the order of tens of billions of
dollars. That money has to come from somewhere. There was a time when Labor governments were
criticised for spending too much, for running over budget and for borrowing too much, and the
criticism from our side of politics, I guess, was, ‘You are leaving a debt for our children’—an
accusation that was often pushed back.
It was extraordinary in my opinion and in the opinion of my community to have a Treasurer before an
election saying, ‘Yes, we are going to leave a debt for your kids and your grandkids’. To make it very
clear, and as was mentioned by a previous—
Mr Taylor interjected.
Mr R SMITH: Thank you for your input. I am sure you will get a chance to stand and make your
own contribution at some point. As was said by a previous speaker, governments should strive to leave
their jurisdictions in better shape than the way they found them. The fact of the matter is that by telling
the Victorian community that their debt will be larger and that Victorians’ kids and grandkids will be
paying for the infrastructure program is not leaving it in a better situation as far as I am concerned.
That is something that the government really needs to look at because I think the economy is going to
slow. For all the benefits of the banking royal commission and the spotlight that was shone on many
of the activities, what we are seeing is a tightening of money supply. We are already getting feedback
from industry groups that there is not enough money for businesses to expand, to put more workers
on or to do the research and development they wish to do. I think we will see a real downturn in the
economy due to a lack of funds that will be available for businesses. Indeed I think we are in for a
particularly difficult time from an economic point of view, and I think also that the revenues that the
government has been the beneficiary of for some years now will start to dry up, so that is something
that the Treasurer and indeed the executive need to keep a good eye on. It is not a criticism; it is just a
fact of where we are going. As I have said before in this house, I have a background in banking and
finance. I understand that these issues are ones that are going to be major challenges, and I think that
we really need to have our eye on the ball in a significant way.
In closing, again can I congratulate everyone who has been elected to this place. As I said, we should
all treat it as a privilege and an honour. We are here to represent the 45 000-plus residents in our
communities, and again I give my thanks to the Warrandyte community for giving me the great honour
of being here to represent them. I look forward to advocating for my community and to making sure
that the funds that are needed for our schools in Warrandyte, for our sporting clubs in Warrandyte and
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for our roads in Warrandyte are certainly directed to my community, and while I am in this place I
will certainly make sure that I advocate for those things with everything that I have.
The SPEAKER: Before calling the next speaker I remind members, as I have done previously,
that this will be an inaugural contribution and the usual courtesies should be extended to the member.
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (17:55): I would like to start by acknowledging the Wurundjeri people of
the Kulin nation, the traditional owners of this land and the land on which the electorate of Box Hill is
located, and I wish to pay my respect to their elders past, present and emerging.
I am proud to be standing here today representing the Andrews Labor government—a progressive
government that delivers for all Victorians. I am particularly humbled and honoured that the electors
of Box Hill have put faith in a Labor government to deliver better health, education, transport and
environmental outcomes and have elected me to serve them as their representative in the Victorian
Parliament. It is a privilege to serve the community in which I grew up, and I am committed to doing
my best to fight for the infrastructure and services that our community needs.
Prior to my election the electorate of Box Hill had been held by the former Attorney-General and
father of the house, Robert Clark. Robert Clark served the Box Hill community with distinction for
26 years and, before that, the Balwyn community. He made a significant contribution to public life in
Victoria and this Parliament. He was a strong advocate for local issues and concerns and was well
respected in the community as a man of conviction; whether you agreed with him or not, it was always
absolutely clear where he stood. I thank him for his service to the people of Box Hill and for the respect
which he showed to me and other candidates during the campaign. I wish him and his family well.
I am incredibly fortunate to be standing here before you today. I use the term ‘fortunate’ deliberately,
although I am not referring to the result of the election on 24 November. I am referring to the story of
a brave little boy, barely four years old, similar to the age of my own children, who later recalled the
story as follows:
We were then hidden in somebody’s house. [The owner] had a … cellar under her lounge room [on top of
which sat] a large … cupboard … but there was a gap and somehow … we were [betrayed] and some soldiers
came in and one of the guys with us had a grenade and I remember him pulling the pin and then, I presume I
fainted because I woke some time later and we had to leave from there because [the owner] wasn’t taking any
more risks. Somehow the [soldier] didn’t see this space under the cupboard, the sun got in his eyes or whatever
it was, and left, and that night we had to go out and again lived in the forests for some time.

This is part of the testimony my father gave to the Holocaust museum about his personal journey of
surviving in Poland as a young Jewish boy during the Second World War.
My own two children are of a similar age to that of my father and aunt during this period. It is a
challenge to keep them quiet for 3 minutes; it is unimaginable how one would keep them quiet for
more than three years if they were constantly cold and hungry. How does a child of this age even
understand that the slightest of moves, the barest noise, could have resulted in the extinguishment of
my entire family in that instant. But through the strength of my father’s family and a lot of good
fortune, somehow—miraculously—they survived.
So every day that I will walk into this place, as only very few Victorians have been privileged to do, I
will remind myself just how fortunate I am—how fortunate I am to be alive, how fortunate I am that
after the horrors of the Holocaust it was Australia that gave my family a home, and how fortunate I
am that my family chose to settle in the greatest state in Australia. I was not brought up in a political
family, and I am the first—and to date still the only—member of my immediate family to join a
political party. We were neither working class nor of inherited wealth; we were neither poor nor rich.
In the early 1970s Mum and Dad bought their first home in the eastern suburbs, where my sisters and
I were raised in a loving environment and where everything was done so that we could be provided
with the very best educational opportunities. At home we were encouraged to find our voice by
discussing and debating the issues of the day and to challenge conventional thinking.
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In many ways my story is typical of so many immigrant families who made Australia their home
during the postwar boom. We are very lucky to live in a country and a state that has welcomed so
many families like mine over the years. In my electorate of Box Hill more than 60 per cent of the
population have at least one parent born overseas, more than 40 per cent of the population speak a
language other than English at home and residents originate from more than 120 countries. And
regardless of whether their families have been here for thousands of years or just a few, their
contribution to Victoria culturally, socially and economically has been immense.
It is against this background that my political activism was formed—standing up against the racist
views of a few who threatened to overwhelm the voices of the many. And in light of events over the
past year, including those in the summer just gone, it is now more important than ever that I speak out
against the racial and ethnic bigotry that continues to exist in our society and make my voice heard for
those who cannot be heard and will not be listened to.
When fear is instilled in the community by targeting particular ethnic groups, when the voices of
bigotry are encouraged to be heard or when the statements of the white supremacist movements are
supported, it is the responsibility of all of us who do not support these views to speak out about who
we are and what it is that makes Victoria—and Australia— the great place that it is today. For if we
do not, the voice of fear and division will prevail.
My concern is not driven by a desire for political correctness, nor by a desire to limit freedom of
speech; rather it is driven out of a desire for mutual respect and social cohesion. Targeting individuals
on the basis of their race or ethnicity reinforces social barriers. When a group is singled out because
of the actions of a few, it is the many who have to bear the bulk of the suffering. Even the casual or
throwaway line that relies on negative stereotypes about a person’s race or ethnicity can lead to further
marginalisation of already disadvantaged groups.
The other big influence in shaping my views has been my professional background. As a profession,
engineers are and have always been poorly represented in this Parliament. Since the election of the
first Victorian Parliament there have been just 31 members who have had some form of engineering
qualification; even fewer have spent the majority of their career prior to entering the Parliament in
engineering or a related industry. I believe that it is critical that engineers and others from the science
and technology realm become more involved and engaged in politics. Indeed one of my motivating
factors for choosing to stand for election was the desire to bring the forensic and analytical skills that
I have applied to my working life to help address our state’s biggest challenges.
One of these challenges is the provision of transport and jobs in a growing city, particularly to those
who live beyond the tram zone. The expansion of Melbourne’s population and the rapid increase in
house prices that has occurred over the last few years have forced many new home buyers—
particularly those on lower incomes—to areas of metropolitan Melbourne that have fewer job
opportunities and poorer connections to the public transport network. Many of these households have
little choice but to purchase and use cars to access jobs and maintain a reasonable lifestyle. The cost
of running multiple cars, combined with housing costs, puts considerable stress on low-income
households. Contemporary research has identified that low-income households having a high
proportion of their income going to their cars is one of the most prevalent social and economic
problems in Australia’s major cities.
It is not just housing unaffordability that forces households into car dependency. The rise of the gig
economy means that more workers are working multiple precarious jobs, often far from home, rather
than commuting to and from one steady job during normal business hours. Shift workers too,
particularly those who work in suburban locations, often face limited public transport options at the
beginning or end of their day.
Almost three-quarters of Melbourne’s jobs are located more than 4 kilometres from the CBD, but the
majority of these jobs are located outside large activity centres. To reduce congestion on our roads and
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our public transport system, minimise our environmental footprint and give people more time with
their families we must continue to encourage jobs in suburban locations that can take advantage of
current and future planned mass public transport investment. In particular we must maximise the
opportunity presented by the Suburban Rail Loop to drive changes in travel behaviour and the
desirability of work and study locations.
We also need a public transport system that works for all people. This government is delivering the
biggest public transport infrastructure program that Victoria has ever seen, with the Metro Tunnel, an
upgrade to every regional passenger line and removal of 75 level crossings all ensuring that our radial
trips to the city are faster and safer. In the Box Hill electorate this includes the removal of the Union
Road and Mont Albert Road level crossings, meaning a level-crossing-free route from Ringwood
through to the city. For the residents of Box Hill electorate and the thousands of workers who commute
to Box Hill every day the Suburban Rail Loop will be transformational, slashing commute times and
linking up major health and education precincts. For the Box Hill interchange in particular the
Suburban Rail Loop offers the opportunity to work with the community and stakeholders to reimagine
the station precinct to meet future demands.
For those trips outside the rail corridors, this government is providing more bus services to more
people, but as our population grows we must continue to invest in the services needed to accommodate
our dispersed trip patterns. If it is to maintain its ranking at the top of the livability indices, Melbourne
at 8 million must aspire to have a grid of high-quality public transport services with a turn-up-and-go
timetable so that users can travel anywhere in the metropolitan area no matter how far they live from
a rail line. We must not be afraid to challenge existing orthodoxy or adopt new technology if it is to
produce sustainable and socially responsible outcomes to meet our future needs.
To address challenges such as these and provide our children and grandchildren with the same quality
of life as ours, or better, then now more than ever we as a community need to rely on the ingenuity
and innovation that those in the science and engineering industry bring. To put us on this pathway this
government has invested heavily in STEM programs and initiatives and has transformed our training
and TAFE system to support Victorians to develop STEM skills that lead to real jobs and support
future industries. While great progress is being made, we must continue to lift students’ proficiency in
STEM, ensure that students remain engaged in STEM subjects throughout their primary and
secondary schooling and promote the diverse career opportunities that STEM provides. In particular
we must continue to grow and retain interest in STEM amongst female students. Too many of the
technical roles in my workplaces have been overwhelming dominated by men. It is critical that we
continue to encourage the take-up of STEM subjects by both boys and girls in our education system.
Our STEM challenge can never be met if we are only targeting part of the population.
I would like to conclude by acknowledging the people who have helped me get here today. I would
particularly like to thank the member for Eltham for all her support and guidance over the years. I
would also like to thank the member for Jagajaga in the federal Parliament and the former Victorian
Premier, the Honourable John Cain, for their words of encouragement.
Thank you to my campaign team: Peter Chandler, Chris Devers, Chris Hurley, Bernard Shepherd,
Melissa Birch, Gerry O’Reilly and a former Speaker of this house, Dr Ken Coghill, and to all the
friends and supporters that volunteered during the campaign. I am particularly indebted to the support
from the former federal member for Chisholm, Anna Burke, and the President of the other place.
Finally, and most importantly, I would like to thank my family. To my wife, Roslyn, you are an
amazing person and are the rock that holds our family together; thank you for your tolerance and
allowing me to follow this path. To my two little helpers, William and Jacob, you bring so much joy
to our lives; our time together is always my favourite time of the week. To Mum and Dad, thank you
for always being there for me and for helping me through tough times. And to Michelle, Jess and
Brent, thank you for all your support. I love you all very much.
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Members applauded.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (18:14): It gives me great pleasure to rise today to speak on the addressin-reply to the Governor’s speech. The overall plan of the Andrews Labor government over the next
four years was well articulated by the Governor in delivering her speech. I will speak to a number of
those government agendas later on and about the range of goals and challenges that my electorate
faces, but firstly I would like to say how delighted I am to have been re-elected to represent the
Shepparton district. I thank all those who supported my campaign, all those who advised me and did
so much work and all those volunteers who undertook so many tasks, including manning every polling
booth throughout the district on election day. There were so many difficult days at pre-poll, with
weather ranging from 40 degrees plus to cold and wet on other days. The election was quite a
surprising one for me. When I stood in 2014 nobody saw me coming. It was a very short election. I
was not taken seriously, and it was a bit of a surprise. This time around everyone saw me coming and
there were many candidates. We had the National Party standing again, the Liberal Party, a Labor
candidate, the Greens and various others who stood in the electorate. I have to say it was great to see
so much competition.
I think it is fair to say that one of the real takeaways for me in the election was that in my electorate
people wanted positivity. They wanted a positive campaign. In the face of very negative advertising on
television and negative advertising in newspapers particularly focusing on the Shepparton education
plan—a plan that this government has really stood up and pulled together for our electorate in the face
of circumstances where we have four secondary colleges in Shepparton and Mooroopna that have been
underperforming for a variety of reasons and not able to deliver the standard of education that young
people in my region deserve—it was incredibly disappointing to see that issue used in such a negative
way. But can I say that I take it as an absolute endorsement for the future of the Shepparton education
plan that I was re-elected with an increased majority, given that was a major issue.
There were other negative aspects to the campaign that were used, but I have to say again that I think
the fact that people wanted to see positivity, they wanted to see a vision and they wanted to see why
you are there and what you want to achieve, was just such a wonderful thing really. It sort of restores
your faith in human nature and to some degree in democracy and politics because people are really
wanting to go forward. They are not wanting to immerse themselves in a lot of negativity, so it was a
hard-fought campaign but one that I certainly learned a lot through. The Labor candidate, Bill Heath,
was an outstanding performer at pre-poll and everywhere else, with all his children lined up handing
out for him. I would have to say that those young people are probably future politicians, presumably
for the Labor Party. Nickee Freeman for the Greens was an enthusiastic and wonderful member of the
campaign team too. I congratulate everyone for their efforts, and indeed the Liberal candidate put up
a really good showing. Unfortunately for the National Party theirs was not as good, and in fact they
had a reduced result.
Let me say that it is my intention to do my very best to live up to the expectations of the Shepparton
district electorate. I want to continue to achieve really important goals for our region and more
particularly to ensure that we have a voice that is heard by the Victorian government and the Victorian
Parliament. I regard it as a great privilege to have been re-elected with that increased majority. I take
my responsibilities seriously. In my speech on election night I said that as an Independent I regard the
community as my party, and it is the community that I listen to, that I consult with and that help me to
form my views on issues that I raise in this place.
There were many issues that I raised when I first came to this place. The Shepparton district had been
neglected for a long time. There had been a lack of investment over a very long period. The four main
issues that I came with and on which I stood were, first, better passenger rail services for the
Shepparton district. The trip to Melbourne—a long-haul trip from Shepparton through Seymour to
Melbourne—has been a fairly tragic circumstance for a very long time, but I am very pleased to say
that during the last four years we achieved an investment of $356 million over two budgets to achieve
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massive works on the Shepparton to Seymour part of the line. That will involve new track work,
passing loops, extended platforms and stabling at the Shepparton station. All these things will get us
to a point where we will—and we have a commitment from the government—be ready for VLocity
trains and up to nine services a day. So it is very pleasing that I have been able to persuade the
government to invest in the Shepparton district in that way in relation to public transport.
Another big issue was the Shepparton bypass. That continues to be an issue. The Shepparton bypass
is part of the greater duplication of the Goulburn Valley Highway, where it takes off from the Hume
Highway up to the Victorian border at Tocumwal. The Shepparton bypass is the next stage of that
development, and it has been on the agenda for well over 10 years. It is a $1 billion-plus project. It is
obviously a federal and state responsibility, but we got funding two years ago in the state budget for a
business case and some early works, and I am very disappointed to say that after that amount of time
we still have not seen a business case. We are going into budget time in the state, we are going into a
federal election and we do not have that important business case that gives us the opportunity to
leverage and advocate for the Shepparton bypass. I urged the government in my adjournment speech
just last night to get to work on whatever needs to be done to make that happen.
Goulburn Valley Health is our major regional hospital. It is a hospital that serves southern New South
Wales and a large part of northern Victoria in the area that my electorate occupies. It had been
underfunded for many years. There had been master plan after master plan but no action in relation to
getting the work done that was needed. I am pleased to say that the first stage of Goulburn Valley Health
was funded in the second budget in the last government. Now $170 million has led to two huge cranes
presently in the sky in Shepparton, which is fantastic to see. The first tower is going to be rising out of
the ground very soon. The emergency department is currently being extended. The new dialysis unit is
just about built. It is truly a wonderful thing to see that happen, but of course we always want more.
The second stage is an even bigger stage, and it incorporates a cancer centre. We are one of the few
regional centres in Victoria that does not have its own regional cancer centre. We have some oncology
chairs. We can get treatment for oncology there. We have to travel for any radiotherapy. We have to
go to Bendigo, Albury or Melbourne, and for people who are unwell to have to get in a car and travel
long distances just for a short amount of treatment and then travel home feeling unwell, it really is a
burden that the isolation of country living imposes on them, and this is an opportunity for this
government to address that. So the second stage of Goulburn Valley Health still requires a whole lot
of other parts of the hospital to be developed. The first stage is only about half of it, and the next stage
is equally important and incorporates a lot of other aspects and services and the cancer centre.
We need a mother-baby unit in Shepparton. There is no doubt that we have seen a lot of investment in
early childhood during the past four years in a whole range of areas, and certainly in education and early
childhood our Shepparton education plan is providing an early childhood integrated hub at the
Mooroopna Primary School, but we have significant disadvantage in our region, and to address that we
need to be able to provide facilities for young parents when they leave hospital. These days when you
go to hospital and have a baby you are likely to be out within 24 or 48 hours. In my day you had the
luxury of a week, and in my mother’s day they put you to bed for six weeks—amazing!—but things
have certainly changed. When you were in hospital a bit longer, you were given a lot of opportunity to
develop your connection with your baby, to learn to do a whole range of things, including promoting
breastfeeding. Now we have some of the lowest rates of breastfeeding in Victoria in our region and we
have high rates of teenage regnancy. Our need for a mother-baby unit is critical, and I do hope that
throughout the course of the next four years we are successful in achieving that goal.
In relation to education—this is such an opportunity for me to go on at length about many of the things
we need in our district, and I cannot help but absolutely do that—we recently had a motor vehicle
accident outside the Kialla West Primary School. It is on the major highway into town. The Minister
for Education, who is at the table, came with me and visited the school and is aware of the issue.
Studies have shown that probably the only way to address the problem is with an underpass, and I call
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on the government to look closely at this issue and how we might be able to advance a safe crossing
for children. It is on a major highway, with trucks going up and down—itis the main route to Sydney
and Brisbane. It is an unusual place for a school in a way, but it is there, it has grown up there, and we
do need to do something about it.
My long-suffering husband is a 40 years-plus paediatrician in Shepparton. When he started out there
he was on one in two weekends, one in two nights. It has been a very long, hard journey, and I have
to say that at this point in his life I have just made his life a whole lot harder by coming to Parliament.
I think some of the things he was expecting to do have been turned on their head by that. He continues
to work in the neighbourhood schools, at the Rumbalara Aboriginal community health service, as a
paediatrician, providing services to those groups in particular. He has identified, as have the principals
of the primary schools in our region, that we need to address the needs of children who have suffered
various forms of trauma. The Neighbourhood Schools project has done that. It has been about 60 per
cent funded through the school equity funding that came through during the last budget, but it is an
opportunity to have trained therapists in the schools who work with those children. A recent article in
the Guardian really set out very nicely how important that therapeutic work is in the schools and how
well young people respond to it.
We face many challenges in the Shepparton region, and not the least of those is drought. At the
moment, while we are not a drought-declared area, we have absolutely got drought conditions. I am
pleased to say that in discussions with the government there are plans, hopefully being put in place,
that will lead to some alleviation of the stress associated with that. During the past four years we have
been able to maintain an excellent relationship with the Minister for Water in relation to water issues,
and I congratulate her on her holding onto this portfolio. I do not know whether anyone else wanted
it, Minister, but we are very grateful that you have such a good knowledge of water, that you
understand the Murray-Darling Basin plan and that you are so supportive of irrigators in our north.
The situation brought about by the water shortage is something that everybody is talking about at the
moment, and I have to say it is a real concern to us that there are not knee-jerk reactions in relation to
this. To propose that there suddenly be changes to a plan that is now well underway, where Victoria
has largely delivered what it needs to deliver, is really very concerning. Lifting the cap, increasing the
take—these are not things that should be looked at lightly, and they simply should not be done. It is a
difficult situation for a state Labor government, I am sure, to have to deal with a federal government
that might see things differently, but I would urge the Victorian government to maintain its strong
position on the Murray-Darling Basin plan and the steps that have been taken so far.
We live in a very diverse community, a multicultural community. We have the highest Indigenous
population outside of Melbourne. The challenges that we face I think we face very well. We have
community coming together to work together to try to find solutions, and I hope to continue to work
with this government to achieve even more.
Mr KENNEDY (Hawthorn) (18:29): I begin by acknowledging the traditional owners of the land
on which we gather. I pay my respects to their elders, past, present and emerging.
As for family background, I rejoice in the proclamation of Pope John XXIII that half the world is Irish
and the other half wish they were. Indeed, I am the great grandson of John Kennedy, born in 1833 in
the small village of Dolla in County Tipperary. John was one of six children. Fairly typically one boy
stayed home, and over these last 50 years we have frequently exchanged visits from and to Dolla,
where my cousin, another John Kennedy, and his family live. A second boy went to Boston and New
York, and contact with that branch has been maintained these last 170 years. The third boy, John
Kennedy, arrived in Port Melbourne in 1854 and commenced three years as a labourer in the
construction of Yan Yean Reservoir. With the benefit of formal education in Ireland and failure on the
Victorian goldfields, he moved to Mount Gambier, became tutor to the eight children of Anthony and
Mary Sutton and married their eldest daughter, Anne, in 1865 at mass celebrated by Julian TenisonWoods of Mary MacKillop fame. John became a successful pastoralist, a local political activist, a lay
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leader in the Catholic Church and the father of three daughters and eight sons. Descendants following
in his footsteps include my grandfather, who stood for the Liberal Union party in the South Australian
elections. Other Kennedys in leadership are a bishop of Adelaide and a national and South Australian
leader of the Dominican Sisters. A solicitor, Patricia Kennedy—better known as our much-loved
Aunty Pat—became deputy chancellor of La Trobe University. Leon Kennedy Bignell was a South
Australian Labor minister and is still the member for Mawson. So there are good pedigrees there.
My father, John Thomas Kennedy, left South Australia for Sydney, took up a commonwealth cadetship
in architecture and, after war service, married Mary Bourner. My mother always remained fond of the
Sisters of Mercy, who ran St Catherine’s Orphanage, Brooklyn, where she lived from birth to teenage
years. It was only last year that I tracked down the grave of her birth mother and my grandmother. My
mother, by then into her 60s, finally met her own mother in Brisbane but only for 1 hour in secret
because the lady had never been able to tell her husband or anyone else about Mum. How sad but how
good that we have come such a long way since those darker times. Governments like those of Premier
Andrews and Julia Gillard have done much to lift stigmas and offer apology and redress.
As for education, in Sydney I attended Loreto Kirribilli and St Aloysius’ College, Milsons Point, and
went on to arts at Sydney University and teaching at the Teachers Guild of New South Wales.
As for religion, I have always been a practising but questioning Catholic. It has been a privilege to
serve as president of the Association of Teachers in Victorian Catholic Secondary Schools—which is
now part of the Independent Education Union—on the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria
and as president of the Principals Association of Victorian Catholic Secondary Schools. Theological
studies in Melbourne, Dublin, Leuven and Hua Hin have opened my mind to more of life’s
possibilities. The church has achieved much in its care and advocacy for those in need, not just
Catholics. However, there is still work to be done in addressing deep-seated problems arising from
unhealthy male clericalism, manifested, for example, in disgraceful cover-ups of sexual abuse. An
urgent and immediate priority is the participation of laity on church boards when it comes to assigning
clergy and, in line with early history, ordaining women to the diaconate. The next step should be open
and respectful consideration of the ordination of women to the priesthood.
My association with the Jesuits spans an entire life: as a child and teenager at Aloysius, for seven years
teaching at Riverview, pursuing a bachelor of theology at the United Faculty of Theology in Parkville,
as a parishioner at Immaculate Conception in Hawthorn and as a community member of Jesuit Social
Services. I will always be grateful for Jesuit education and friendship, Ignatian spirituality and
inspiring leadership here and across the world from people like the two Franks: Father Frank Brennan
and Pope Francis. As for my career, some have asked me about teaching one Anthony Abbott for four
of my seven years at Riverview. Do not be disappointed. Notwithstanding, my greatest achievement
at Riverview was establishing One World days at the school and the introduction of Asian studies as
a full-year subject in years 8 to 10.
The Victorian government’s strong international perspectives include cultural, educational and trade
ties with China and a warm welcome to refugees. Recently it has been a delight to represent the
minister at Lunar New Year celebrations. Bronwyn and I are staunch advocates for increased
Australian overseas aid and, along with many Victorians, subscribe monthly to Médecins Sans
Frontières and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. The world is desperate for
leaders willing and able to address urgent issues facing our globe; climate change, poverty and
violence are at the top. In this I am proud of the lead given by the Premier and his government.
At age 28 I left Sydney as a teacher at Riverview and housemaster at Shore to be vice-principal at
St Columba’s College, Essendon, with part-time roles as dean of studies at St Mary’s College of
Melbourne University and as a flight lieutenant in the RAAF 21 City of Melbourne squadron at
Laverton. Now, the Murdoch press originally had me as a retired naval officer, which is a bit of a
worry—as I later told them in that article on Sunday—as I can barely swim, let alone command a
warship across the bay.
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Twelfth September this year marks the 40th anniversary of my appointment in 1979 at the tender age
of 31 as foundation principal of Loyola College, Watsonia. This was such a privilege and challenge.
Much is owed to fantastic Loyola parents, staff and students, who collaborated so well to lay the
foundations for this great school. In particular I acknowledge strong and loyal supporters such as Jenny
Macklin from Jagajaga, John Cain from Bundoora, Father Myles Lynch from Our Lady of the Way,
Kingsbury, and colleagues and friends, including Margaret Crichton, Reg Elder, Maureen Philp and
Paul Ryan. Governing clergy played a role, though sadly some were impeded by that clericalism
mentioned earlier.
Loyola students have done well in service to others, academically and in satisfying employment and
personal relationships. For example, a Watsonia girl is now professor of history at Oxford, a Watsonia
boy is now dementia research leadership fellow and head of the motor neuron disease laboratory at
the Howard Florey and many others are in service roles, including in local councils, education, health,
politics and social welfare.
In January 2008 I concluded over 28 years at Loyola and spent 2008 as an interim executive principal
at Trinity Anglican College in Albury-Wodonga. At the end of 2008, at 61 years of age, I retired from
full-time paid work. I am just disappointed with the amount of press covering this tonight, but the next
question you might like to ask is: what do I have to show for these last 10 years? In the 10 years until
that last election in November there has been extensive travel and the running of an educational
consultancy business, with various assignments that included a six-month stint as executive officer for
the Association of Heads of Independent Schools of Australia, Victoria. My pro bono service included
five years as a board director of the Caroline Chisholm Society in Essendon and Caroline Springs,
supporting pregnant women and parents with young children, followed by five months filling in as its
honorary CEO until the ongoing appointment of Helen Cooney was made, and 10 years on the board
of directors of Catholic Ladies’ College, Eltham.
However, I have to say that a highlight of my post-Loyola life was joining the ALP in 2011 and
standing for Kooyong in 2013 and Hawthorn last year. I joined Labor because it strikes, to my way of
thinking, the best balance in fairness, productivity and compassion. A particular satisfaction has been
participation in the three branches that form Kooyong federal electorate assembly (FEA)—namely,
Canterbury, Hawthorn and Kew. Charlie Murphy was the last Labor member for Hawthorn, from
1952 until 1955, when things fell apart over the so-called ‘split’, with Charlie choosing to side with
the Labor anti-communist party. With Labor now back in Box Hill, Burwood, Hawthorn and a strong
swing in Kew, we look forward to a return to the good old days! A particular interest has been elected
membership of the ALP’s Education and Youth Affairs Policy Committee and its work for the
betterment of all schools without exception as well as tackling other youth issues.
And so now to the lead-up to that election last November. We come to August and September last
year, when I travelled to El Salvador and several countries in South America. Here I pause to relate a
premonition. In Lima we witnessed and experienced the fantastic sky rail.
Members interjecting.
Mr KENNEDY: There was something there, wasn’t there? I just felt it in the waters. We saw its
functional release of the beautiful lands beneath.
Members interjecting.
Mr KENNEDY: Fantastic. So there is a trip for somebody—to Lima. Get the photos, and onwards
we go.
Upon return to Melbourne on 5 October, a seven-week campaign for the seat of Hawthorn commenced
in earnest. I used the theme I developed upon becoming president of the Kooyong FEA in 2014—
namely, striving for an Australia that is fair, productive and compassionate. Each of these three
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commodities needs the other two. Proudly and unambiguously, during the campaign, I made known
my active membership of ABC Friends, Labor for Refugees and the Australian Republic Movement.
Following campaign leadership and support from Danny Milincic and Lindsay Sparrow, I found
myself at last at home at 6.50 p.m. on Saturday, 24 November, in front of the TV to see Antony Green
pull out a small booth in Glen Iris showing a 16 per cent swing to Labor. An intended visit to the Box
Hill-Burwood-Hawthorn-Kew combined election party suddenly took on urgency! Then, after nearly
two weeks of waiting, just 330 voters finally made the big difference.
Initial shock about all this soon turned into tremendous joy at this wonderful gift from the constituents
of Hawthorn and all the volunteers and benefactors in that campaign. How lucky am I to be in just
19 square kilometres of lively activity, restful beauty, history, loads of sporting options, Swinburne
University, multiculturalism, quality schools and changing demographics. It has been a delight for my
staff and me to visit, get to know and support parents, staff and students of our government and nongovernment schools, which without exception, I observe, do excellent work with and for young people.
In setting up office I was greatly assisted by Vicki Ward and Adele Alm from Eltham and Bob
Stensholt, formerly of Burwood. Since then I have appointed an outstanding Hawthorn team with four
future MPs: Anna Daniels, Anna Gay, James Carfax-Foster and Darcy White.
And what you are all waiting for now, ladies and gentlemen: what about my age? Speaker, let me ask:
who in this place, besides me, remembers where they were on Saturday, 23 November 1963, when
the evening papers, in Sydney at least, appeared shortly after 8.00 a.m. with the banner headline,
‘Kennedy Dead’? I do not see any hands. In Hawthorn, of course, such a headline would
understandably have caused more confusion and mayhem!
I am so grateful to have been allotted more than the biblical three score and ten. Clearly I cannot lay
claim to athletic triumphs of late, but just over four years ago, in 2014 at 67, I graduated with a masters
degree in educational leadership. In the same year Bronwyn and I purchased an off-the-plan lease—
not a subsidised one, as claimed in the Murdoch press last Sunday—in a Hawthorn retirement village,
and in June 2016 we moved into our brand-new unit. We continue to enjoy and value the friendship
and stimulus of our new community. Some even told me they broke a lifetime habit and sent a vote in
my direction. Other friends give me the credit of sole responsibility for the intended sky rail at the
Toorak Road crossing. As for this place, I am grateful to the members for Cranbourne on my left and
Buninyong on my right for keeping me attentive and alert to the best speeches on offer. I also note
with appreciation that the member for Melton, alongside the member for Cranbourne, is a retired
ambulance paramedic. It does not get any better than that.
Finally, my renewed thanks to pals of many years and new friends in Parliament and Hawthorn. I
thank my siblings, Catherine, Anthony, Margaret, Mary and Tom, who is deceased, for support and
tolerance over many years and in particular for making today’s journey from Sydney. I thank my
children, Fionnuala and Patrick Kennedy, together with their partners for their love and good humour,
especially when putting up with a father older and possibly more eccentric than their friends’ fathers.
Above all I acknowledge and thank Bronwyn Lane, my wife of 33 years and dearest friend for 37, for
her love, loyalty, outgoing nature, independence and practical support despite the inevitable
excitement occasioned by a first-born being married to a first-born. Thank you.
Members applauded.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (18:50): I rise to make my contribution to the address-in-reply at the
start of this particular term of Parliament. First of all, I would like to thank the people of the Murray
Plains electorate for re-electing me and giving me the privilege and the responsibility of representing
them in this place for the next four years. It is a privilege but it is also a responsibility, particularly with
some of the challenges that are happening in northern Victoria with the drought, with the dairy
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industry, with the water sector and with some of our communities who are desperate for new
infrastructure. I will come back to that.
I would also like to thank the many people who helped me throughout the election, particularly two
former members of Parliament, Paul Weller and Noel Maughan, who are both well-known to some in
this place, for the support they gave me throughout the election. I would also like to thank Damian and
Karen Kelly and Marie Schlemme in Swan Hill who helped out immensely with the work they did
throughout the campaign.
I would also like to thank the people in the communities that I worked with over the last four years. It
is not just about an election campaign. Being a local member of Parliament is very much about four
years of work. A lot of community groups and a lot of people in the community opened up and worked
with me to achieve the things that can be achieved as a local member in those particular communities.
I thank all of them who helped me in the last four years, particularly those who helped me during the
election campaign, and I look forward to working with those communities and those people over the
next four years as well.
The Governor’s speech, delivered on behalf of the Andrews government, should not be judged only
by what was in the speech, most importantly it should be judged on what was not in the speech. One
of the things that was talked about in the speech was the issue of fairness. I must admit that I do not
believe there is anything fair at all about what the Andrews government is doing and the way it is
treating some of the primary producing sectors of Victoria. The sectors that actually create wealth in
our communities, the sectors that actually create jobs in this state are not being treated fairly and not
being treated well by the Andrews government at all.
Particularly, for argument’s sake, look at the forestry and timber harvesting sector. There are
24 000 jobs in that particular sector in this state. It is a really sustainable, renewable industry that is
actually on its knees now because the Andrews Labor government will not sign the timber release plan
to give them timber into the future. The Andrews government is not saying, ‘We are going to close
the industry down’, but by not doing anything they are effectively closing that industry down.
VicForests is now standing down harvest and haul contractors because they do not have any timber to
harvest because the Andrews government will not sign the timber release plan. It is an absolute crying
shame—a tragedy—what they are doing to the timber industry and to the people in it.
We had a meeting here in Parliament with a number of the people out of that harvest and haul sector
on Monday, and after that meeting I just felt absolutely gutted on behalf of those people. They have
hundreds of thousands of dollars tied up in machinery. They have large lease payments to make and
they have now been stood down and have not got work. The timber release plan should have been
signed last July, but the respective ministers have just dithered around and dithered around and now
these people are out of work because there is no timber to harvest into the future. That will have flowon ramifications for the sawmills as they run out of timber and then we will have ramifications for the
end users who will have to import timber because they will not be able to get timber here in Australia.
A small issue for some but a big issue for a lot of others is what is going on with kangaroos. We have
plague proportions of kangaroos in a lot of places in this state. If you go to any panelbeater in most
country towns, they are absolutely flat out dealing with kangaroo collisions.
Ms Kealy: Someone should do something about that.
Mr WALSH: As the member for Lowan says, someone should do something about that. There
was something done about that when we were in government between 2010 and 2014. That trial—it
should not even be a trial now; it should be permanent—actually expires at the end of March. The
industry again is desperate to know what is going to happen, and the minister will not give any
particular answer about that.
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I had the misfortune to actually hit a kangaroo between Christmas and New Year, like a lot of others.
When Helen Donaldson rang the other day to see if my car has been repaired yet, she said, ‘I’ve
actually got 20 cars on my books at the moment from people who have been hitting kangaroos’. So
between the parliamentarians and those who are served by VicFleet, VicFleet know very much about
kangaroos and collisions around country Victoria. Why can’t this government just make a decision
and say that those kangaroos can go into the pet food supply chain? They could use those carcasses
and control some of the kangaroos at the same time. There is nothing fair about how this part of
Victoria is being treated by the Andrews government.
Public transport is something that we as an opposition talked about a lot coming up to the election. If
you are going to decentralise Victoria, if you are going to have population growth right across Victoria
rather than just having population growth in Melbourne, you actually need to improve the public
transport right around Victoria. The local government areas of western Victoria did a lot of work in
putting together a proposal to have a business plan to return train services to Horsham and to Hamilton,
to improve train services to Stawell and to Ararat and to look at train services running up the Mildura
line. There is absolutely nothing in the Governor’s speech and there is absolutely nothing in the policy
proposals by the Andrews government that looks at doing anything about train services into western
Victoria or returning trains to Horsham or to Hamilton.
One of the things we did commit to was spending substantially more money on the Mildura line and
having a passenger train going all the way up to Donald, which is a good step on the way to Mildura,
but there has been nothing from this government—silence. There is nothing fair in the government’s
intentions for those people on the Mildura line.
There is a commitment from the current government around Bendigo, Ballarat and Geelong. If you
look at the line to the north, there is no commitment around anything north of Bendigo to Swan Hill
and Echuca. If you look at Geelong, there is very little down to Warrnambool—there is nothing there
into the future. There is a little bit on the Shepparton line, but there is very little for the north-east line.
I think the members of Parliament in that particular area—the member for Euroa, the member for
Ovens Valley and the member for Benambra—have run a very effective campaign showing the
deficiencies in the train services on that particular line and the work that needs to go on there, but there
is nothing from this government for that particular part of Victoria.
I come to Gippsland. The government focuses very much on Bendigo, Ballarat and Geelong. It will
actually mention the Latrobe Valley, but if it comes to improving the train services down there, there
seems to be very little for that at all. One of the great legacy projects from when we were in government
was the Murray Basin rail project. The only word I can think about that particular project now is—
Ms Staley: Botched.
Mr WALSH: You took the words right out of my mouth. It was a botched project. It was a fantastic
project, $440 million—$220 million from the Victorian Liberal-Nationals government and
$220 million from the federal Liberal-Nationals government—to standardise and upgrade the freight
network of north-west Victoria. It was something that literally generations had been crying out for. It
was a once-in-two-lifetimes opportunity to actually make something real out of the upgrade to those
particular projects. What we have now is allegedly $100 million over budget. Probably only one-third
of the project is done. The Mildura line is done, but as I understand it, there is an issue around the
welds cracking and the line is just not up to scratch. If you talk particularly about the Maryborough to
Ararat line, it is just an absolute disaster when it comes to upgrading that, and the trains still only do
40 or 50 kilometres per hour. There is nothing fair about how the current government has managed
the Murray Basin rail project—a botched project.
The Governor’s speech talked about $10 million for agriculture. The Victorian budget is $50 billion,
and it talks about a $10 million dedicated grant program for craft producers to get visitors coming from
overseas and interstate for agriculture. Probably the pre-eminent— (Time expired)
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The SPEAKER: Order! The time appointed by sessional orders for me to interrupt business has
now arrived. The honourable member will have the call the next time we debate this matter.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.
Adjournment
The SPEAKER: The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

ENERGY SUPPLY
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (19:00): (128) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change, and the action I am seeking is for the minister to take
action to ensure that there is adequate supply of power in the state, given the recent electricity blackouts
that residents in my electorate recently suffered. Something is seriously wrong in the state of Victoria
when we have to suffer from rolling blackouts because we do not have enough power supply. We
know that under this government, on the watch of this minister, we saw the closure of the Hazelwood
power station in March 2017. Back then the Liberal-National opposition warned that Victoria would
be left exposed as a consequence of the reduction of energy production.
The former spokesman, the member for Caulfield, made it very clear that the government needed to
investigate purchasing or reopening part of the Hazelwood power station, which was then in the early
stages of being closed, because at that point there was the potential for blackouts which could last for
between 4 and 5 hours, which would be devastating for industry and dangerous for emergency services
such as hospitals. He made the point that if they did not explore these options, they would effectively
have blood on their hands for doing nothing.
The reason I raise this is that I have had residents contact me in regard to this issue, given the minister
went on radio to make it very clear that there would be no blackouts during the summer. But in fact
my residents were seriously affected by the impact of the blackout. Mrs Money of Ferntree Gully
advised of the concerns she faced and the damage that occurred for her family with the power blackout.
She has asked who is going to be paying the bill for the cost that she has incurred as a consequence of
the loss of power, given the fact that none of this was her fault. She is a disability pensioner who can
ill afford any extra costs. She is very unhappy also that her home was unprotected with the alarm
system offline at that point in time. These are real people. These are people that were impacted.
Ms Kitty Milburn also raised concerns about the problems she faced. So I ask: what action is the
government going to take and the minister going to take to ensure that this does not occur again and
that we have adequate energy supply in Victoria?
TAFE FUNDING
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) (19:03): (129) My adjournment this evening is for the Minister
for Training and Skills, Minister Tierney, in the other place. The action I seek is for the minister to
join me in visiting Bendigo Kangan Institute in my electorate in the near future to meet with staff and
students who have signed up to study TAFE courses under the Andrews Labor government’s gamechanging free TAFE for priority courses initiative. Studying a TAFE course changes people’s lives,
and Labor’s free TAFE initiative removes the financial barrier that held some people back because
they simply could not afford the fees.
In last year’s budget Labor invested $172 million to make 30 priority TAFE courses and
20 preapprenticeship courses in these growth industries free. Free TAFE along with the enormous
TAFE infrastructure projects going on across the state means that Victorians can access the first-class
training they need to get a job. In my electorate alone last year’s budget included close to $60 million
to build a world-class new education precinct at the Bendigo Kangan Institute’s McCrae Street campus,
not to mention the Health and Community Centre of Excellence and the Food and Fibre Centre of
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Excellence that were opened just last year. This is in stark contrast to the previous Liberal-National
government, who did everything they could to destroy TAFE during their time in office. They slashed
TAFE funding, closed campuses and sacked TAFE teachers. Only Labor can be trusted to continue to
build Victoria’s TAFE and training system, and we will spend the next four years building on the great
work we have already done in our first term. I look forward to the minister’s response.
MURRAY VALLEY HIGHWAY–WOODS ROAD, YARRAWONGA
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (19:05): (130) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure, and the action that I seek is that the minister take decisive action and fund a
roundabout in Yarrawonga at the corner of the Murray Valley Highway and Woods Road. The Murray
Valley Highway runs through Yarrawonga. It divides the retail community from some of the
residential areas. We have a situation where we have got the public school, Yarrawonga College P–
12, and Sacred Heart College on either side of the highway as well. We have the highway separating
residential areas and sporting precincts. This highway is an incredibly busy road, with endless freight
trucks and enormous holiday traffic 52 weeks of the year.
There are two key intersections within the township of Yarrawonga on the Murray Valley Highway.
The first is where it meets Belmore Street, and that is the main retail area—Woolworths and all the
retail outlets down Belmore Street—and this intersection is a roundabout. The second busiest
intersection is Woods Road and the Murray Valley Highway. There is currently a give-way sign, and
access across the Murray Valley Highway is quite dangerous. On top of this there is an aged-care
facility on the corner, with many older residents coming and going and certainly families of the
residents coming and going as well. Both pedestrian traffic and local vehicle traffic face lengthy waits,
and due to this there are often minor incidents at the intersection. We need to build a roundabout before
there is a major incident at that intersection. I ask the minister to build a roundabout at the intersection
of Woods Road and the Murray Valley Highway, with suitable pedestrian crossings in place to
facilitate a safer space to cross for residents and students.
FRANCISCO TORO
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (19:06): (131) I direct my adjournment matter to the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change, and the action I seek is for the minister to consider the
request of Francisco Toro, who is studying at Moonee Ponds West Primary School and would like the
government to pass a law so that no good edible foods are wasted or thrown out by supermarkets. I
am delighted that Francisco is in the gallery tonight with his parents, Francisco and Beatrice. Late last
year Francisco’s teacher, Fiona McKenzie, presented me with Francisco’s request, as well as a petition
with 51 signatures that Francisco had collected himself, seeking that the government act to reduce the
amount of waste going to landfill.
I want to congratulate Francisco for the initiative, drive and determination that he has shown. We need
more young people like Francisco, who are passionate about protecting our environment, engaged in our
community. We also need more parents to support and encourage their children like Francisco—to bring
them out on a night like tonight and see our Parliament in action. To Francisco’s parents, I thank you for
showing this initiative and bringing Francisco in tonight. I would like to thank the acting principal, Kerri
Simpson, for her leadership and, again, Fiona McKenzie for bringing this issue to my attention.
I am really fortunate to have a school like Moonee Ponds West Primary School in my electorate. It is
a wonderful school with a fantastic school community supporting it, as evidenced by Francisco’s
efforts. Francisco, I look forward to providing you with the minister’s response as soon as I receive it.
LATROBE VALLEY BUSINESS SUPPORT
Mr BLACKWOOD (Narracan) (19:08): (132) I raise a matter for the Premier, and the action I seek
is that he facilitate financial support for the businesses in the Latrobe Valley that have suffered significant
financial loss due to Steelvision being placed into administration. Steelvision established its operations
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in Morwell in March 2018 with the support of a state government grant apparently in the order of
$750 000. Within a matter of months it became very apparent that Steelvision were facing serious
financial difficulty, and this was having an impact on local businesses supplying goods and services to
Steelvision. They have now been placed into voluntary administration and administrators appointed.
I am amazed that this company was able to successfully navigate the application process for
government funding and the scrutiny that would normally come with that and still be successful. It is
alleged that directors of this company were under investigation and were subsequently charged for
payroll tax breaches by the State Revenue Office during this period. It is also alleged that this company
falsified statutory declarations substantiating payment to subcontractors during this period. It is very
hard to understand how this company was able to attract hundreds of thousands of dollars in state
government funding to set up its operations in Morwell, yet in a matter of months the same company
is in administration and has subsequently left a trail of hurt in our community. This issue has left many
local businesses extremely distressed from a financial and emotional perspective.
A number of businesses became very concerned with the viability of Steelvision early in 2018. In fact
the Treasurer had publicly noted these concerns in September 2018, yet despite this the Treasurer took
no action to investigate the allegations or do anything to minimise the damage to local businesses and
individuals that had acted in good faith supplying goods and services to Steelvision.
I understand that Steelvision owes creditors more than $15 million. This is an enormous hit to the local
economy and the families caught up in this mess. Admiral Towing and Ashby’s Electrical are two of
the many unsecured creditors that have virtually no chance of being paid. I respectfully request that
the Premier step in and ask for the establishment of a compensation fund to assist Latrobe Valley
businesses and employees to ensure full payment is made for the provision of goods and services and
employment that they rendered to Steelvision Morwell. This is about what is fair, just and right, and I
sincerely hope the Department of Premier and Cabinet will do what is fair, just and right, and
appropriately support those businesses and people who trusted the government’s judgement in their
support of Steelvision and its Morwell operation.
SUBURBAN RAIL LOOP
Mr FOWLES (Burwood) (19:10): (133) My adjournment matter is directed to the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure. The action I seek is that the minister update the house on the importance of
the Suburban Rail Loop to the university sector in Victoria, in particular to Deakin University in
Burwood, right in the heart of my electorate. Members will be aware that the Suburban Rail Loop was
comprehensively endorsed by Victorians at the last election, so comprehensively that I address this
chamber whilst facing the government benches, despite being a member of the government.
The Suburban Rail Loop is not just about commuter traffic and it is not just about employment nodes.
In fact the Suburban Rail Loop will solve a number of age-old problems in our city. Public transport
access to the airport from the south and east—solved. Public transport links between teaching
hospitals—solved. Rail to Victoria’s biggest university campus, Monash University in Clayton—
solved. The need for a new airport in the south-east—solved. Heavy rail to Doncaster—solved. The
seamless integration of Monash’s Clayton and Caulfield campuses—solved. Rail to Deakin University
in Burwood, with its large on-campus and international student population—solved.
One of the great opportunities unleashed by the Suburban Rail Loop will be the extraordinary ability
for universities, their students, staff and stakeholders to collaborate with ease. Right now it can take as
long as an hour to drive from La Trobe University in Bundoora to Monash University in Clayton. It
can take 2 hours by public transport. The Suburban Rail Loop will cut this to perhaps just 20 minutes.
Moreover, with stations located within those campuses, the connection will be completely seamless.
Australia’s world-class researchers will be able to get together with incredible ease. Students studying
the same or similar courses will be able to readily collaborate across universities, building professional
relationships that will serve them for a lifetime. Important research infrastructure such as the
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Australian Synchrotron will immediately become so much more accessible to researchers right across
our growing city.
The opportunities generated by the Suburban Rail Loop are not just about economic growth or
alleviating congestion or linking existing facilities. The opportunities are ultimately human
opportunities made possible by the work of a forward-thinking, visionary Labor government. I look
forward to the minister’s response.
PILL TESTING
Dr READ (Brunswick) (19:13): (134) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Health, and
the action I seek is to establish a centralised pill-testing service at an appropriately resourced health
service, such as the medically supervised injecting centre in Richmond. Recently I attended a panel
debate on pill testing organised by the Penington Institute. Speaking in favour of pill testing was
Associate Professor David Caldicott, an emergency medicine specialist who lost a patient to an
overdose of the drug PMA in the early 2000s. Scheduled to speak against was an experienced
analytical chemist, Andrew Leibie of Safe Work Laboratories. Representing those without a voice in
the mainstream was Adriana Buccianti, who in 2012 opened her front door only to be informed by
two police that her son, 34-year-old Daniel, had overdosed and died at a music festival. During the
debate one thing became clear: everyone supported pill testing, even the chemist who was slated to
speak against it.
Twenty years of evidence from the UK and Europe shows that pill testing reduces overdoses, changes
behaviour, reduces poly-drug use and reduces the marketing of contaminated or substituted drugs. Its
real strength, though, is that it brings drug users into contact with non-judgemental health workers and
peer educators, and that is probably its greatest benefit. What we do now is not working. Victoria
Police do test pills, but they rarely publicise the results. So we have nothing. We have got no
opportunities to intervene, no opportunities to reduce harm and no opportunities to engage and educate
those who use party drugs. Instead we rely on paramedics and intensive care units and on police
officers to deliver the tragic news to parents when all else fails. And we are failing.
The government remain opposed to pill testing at music festivals, but they have been silent so far on
the recommendation of the 2018 inquiry into drug law reform that pill testing be undertaken at the
medically supervised injecting centre in Richmond. It does make absolute sense that pill testing would
occur at this or a similar centre. A fixed site enables the use of the most accurate equipment, which is
too sensitive to move around. People are already at this centre to take drugs so we are not at risk of
sending the wrong message, as the Premier is obviously concerned about. Trialling the service at a
fixed site would give further information about whether we also need to provide it elsewhere, such as
at festivals. Once we have something, we can look Adriana Buccianti in the eye and tell her that her
son, Daniel, did not die in vain.
HALL ROAD DUPLICATION
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (19:15): (135) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Transport
Infrastructure, and the action I seek is for the minister to provide an update on the Andrews Labor
government’s fantastic and most comprehensively endorsed election commitment to duplicate
5.2 kilometres of Hall Road from Carrum Downs to Cranbourne and upgrade five intersections,
including getting rid of the roundabout at Ballarto Road and Western Port Highway.
It was a very proud day in October last year when I joined the Premier, the then Minister for Roads and
Road Safety, now the Minister for Child Protection, and the former member for Cranbourne, Jude
Perera, together with the now new member for Cranbourne, to announce this significant and important
road upgrade to Hall Road. This project will see a duplication of Hall Road from two lanes to four lanes
between McCormicks Road in Skye to Cranbourne-Frankston Road in Cranbourne, as well as major
upgrades to five intersections and the construction of a shared user path along the 5.2-kilometre upgrade.
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The Andrews Labor government is getting on with significant road upgrades throughout my electorate
and the south-east, including Thompsons Road, Lathams Road, Ballarto Road and now this project,
Hall Road. My local community is superexcited about the Hall Road project because they know what
a real difference this road upgrade will make to the lives of so many people. I know they are very keen
for an update from the minister.
DONALDSON PARK, WEDDERBURN
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (19:16): (136) My adjournment matter tonight is for the Minister for Sport
and Minister for Racing, and the action I seek is that he support a major upgrade to Donaldson Park
in Wedderburn. In August last year I went to Donaldson Park and announced that an elected LiberalNationals government would upgrade the centre by providing $1.3 million towards an integrated
sporting and community centre which would incorporate football, netball, hockey and harness racing
clubs.
Since then I have been back to Wedderburn. Last week I met with the Loddon Shire Council. Its mayor,
Cr Cheryl McKinnon, reiterated the community’s need for this project. Their facilities are falling down.
They are not equipped to really run harness racing meetings anymore. Their pitch is no good for either
hockey or football. The netball changing rooms and netball facilities are wholly inadequate. This is a
community that has suffered over many years from the vicissitudes of drought and tough commodity
prices in agriculture. This is not a project that Loddon Shire Council can afford by itself, but Loddon is
prepared to put some money in. They have also applied to the federal government. I am asking the
minister to deliver for this community $1.3 million to redevelop this facility.
BORONIA RAILWAY STATION
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater) (19:18): (137) I wish to raise a matter with the Minister for Public
Transport. The action I seek is that the minister visit my community in Boronia to view and assess the
current state of the Boronia railway station. The Andrews Labor government has a strong track record
on investment in public transport. From the removal of 75 dangerous and congested level crossings to
the metro rail tunnel and the planned Suburban Rail Loop this government has delivered ongoing
investment as has never before been seen in getting people to and from home quicker and safer. Indeed
we have seen increased patronage across the Belgrave line as more and more people choose to take
the train to their destinations, and in kind this government has responded. Two dangerous and
congested level crossings in Bayswater have been removed, and the new Bayswater station, delivered
at the same time, is a fantastic asset to the community.
Boronia station, however, is needing some TLC. The grade separation in 1998 removed the level
crossing, dropping both the rail line and station below the ground. Since then the station has remained
untouched, and it is beginning to show the signs of 20 years of life. Boronia Station is right in the
middle of that community, at the intersection of Dorset and Boronia roads. It is surrounded by shops
and is a true focal point for locals. It would be a shame to miss the opportunity that has been presented
to turn this area into a vibrant, active and living community hub. Our community knows, and I know,
that it is time to look towards a new, integrated Boronia station, creating a transport, work and living
hub that our community can indeed be proud of.
RESPONSES
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Planning, Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural
Affairs) (19:20): The member for Ferntree Gully raised a matter for the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change in relation to seeking some assurances pertaining to power
blackouts within his electorate, and I will make sure that the minister is aware of that representation.
The member for Bendigo West raised a matter for the Minister for Training and Skills seeking a visit
from the minister to Bendigo Kangan Institute, which of course is making an excellent contribution in
that community, and I will make sure the member is aware of that.
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The member for Ovens Valley raised a matter for the Minister for Transport Infrastructure relating to
the need for a roundabout in Yarrawonga on the Murray Valley Highway at Woods Road, and I will
make sure that that matter is brought to the minister’s attention.
The member for Essendon raised a lovely matter for the Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change, pointing out a wonderful contribution by a young man, Francisco, who is a student
at Moonee Ponds West Primary School—a great state primary school—and seeking some
involvement from the minister in relation to reducing waste to landfill, a very credible contribution.
We acknowledge both Francisco and his parents here in the chamber tonight. It would be a thrill, I am
sure, for you to be here in your Parliament. Thank you, Francisco, for being a part of tonight as well.
The member for Narracan raised a matter for the Premier, seeking compensation in relation to a firm
in Morwell called Steelvision, which has found itself in very, very difficult financial circumstances
and is in administration. He is seeking compensation to be paid to a number of contractors who had
done work for this Steelvision firm.
The member for Burwood raised a matter for the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, particularly as
it pertains to the construction of the city-changing project, the Suburban Rail Loop, and indeed the
possible very positive outcomes for Deakin University in particular, who would obviously be seeking
to access the opportunities that the suburban rail network work will afford when it is built.
The member for Brunswick raised a matter for the Minister for Health—I think it possibly should be
the Minister for Mental Health, but we will make sure it gets to the right place—to set up a pill testing
facility at the medically supervised injecting facility in Richmond. I will make sure that the appropriate
minister is aware of that matter.
The member for Carrum raised a matter for the Minister for Transport Infrastructure to update her on
various road upgrade opportunities in Hall Road within her electorate, and I will make sure the minister
is aware of that.
The member for Ripon raised a matter for the Minister for Sport and Minister for Racing, particularly
relating to an upgrade of the facilities at Donaldson Park in Wedderburn, seeking $1.3 million for an
integrated sports centre for football, netball and hockey, and for those of us who are aficionados of the
carts, that opportunity as well.
The member for Bayswater raised a matter for the Minister for Public Transport, seeking an
opportunity for the minister to visit the Boronia railway station, which he submits is a station requiring
some further love and attention and a bit of upgrade. They are all the matters, Speaker.
The SPEAKER: Thank you, Minister. The house now stands adjourned.
House adjourned 7.24 p.m.

