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Following a select committee investigation, Victorian Hansard was conceived 
when the following amended motion was passed by the Legislative Assembly 
on 23 June 1865: 

That in the opinion of this house, provision should be made to secure a more accurate 
report of the debates in Parliament, in the form of Hansard. 

The sessional volume for the first sitting period of the Fifth Parliament, from 
12 February to 10 April 1866, contains the following preface dated 11 April: 

As a preface to the first volume of “Parliamentary Debates” (new series), it is not 
inappropriate to state that prior to the Fifth Parliament of Victoria the newspapers of the 
day virtually supplied the only records of the debates of the Legislature. 

With the commencement of the Fifth Parliament, however, an independent report was 
furnished by a special staff of reporters, and issued in weekly parts. 

This volume contains the complete reports of the proceedings of both Houses during the 
past session. 

In 2016 the Hansard Unit of the Department of Parliamentary Services 
continues the work begun 150 years ago of providing an accurate and complete 
report of the proceedings of both houses of the Victorian Parliament.
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ANSWERS TO CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS 

Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the 
appropriate ministers and received by Hansard in the period shown. 

12 February to 25 February 2016 

South Eastern Metropolitan Region 

Question asked by: Mr Rich-Phillips 
Directed to: Minister for Planning 
Asked on: 21 October 2015 

ANSWER: 

The Waverley Park Transmission Lines Advisory Committee (Advisory Committee) submitted its report to me on 
17 February 2015. 

On 17 December 2015 I wrote to all submitters who both opposed and supported the application to amend the 
permit, to advise that I have publicly released the report of the Advisory Committee. 

I have advised the submitters that I now feel obliged to recommend in support of the findings of the Advisory 
Committee to the Governor in Council that the permit should be amended to release Mirvac from its obligation. 

However, a recommendation to the Governor in Council to issue an amended permit will not be made until I have 
further considered the Community Benefits Package proposed by Mirvac. I will need to be satisfied that the 
package provides an adequate offset for the impacts of not undergrounding the powerlines. 

As part of that consideration I have given all submitters and Mirvac the opportunity to consider the Advisory 
Committee's report. All parties will also have the opportunity to have a say on the content of a revised Community 
Benefits Package. 

South Eastern Metropolitan Region 

Question asked by: Mrs Peulich 
Directed to: Special Minister of State 
Asked on: 25 November 2015 

ANSWER: 

All Ministers participate in meetings with organisations and members of the public as part of their daily activities, 
and in fulfilling their duties as ministers and members of parliament. 

The Government expects that Ministers will abide by the Ministerial Code of Conduct. Ministers must also act in 
accordance with the Lobbyist Code of Conduct. 

Specific measures to avoid any real or perceived conflict of interest arising from a Minister's activities may include 
obtaining departmental advice on the content of a meeting, the presence of departmental or ministerial staff, the 
presence of official probity auditors, or rejecting meeting request altogether. It is each Minister's responsibility to 
ensure that all necessary measures are put in place to reflect the requirements of any individual meeting. 

It is incumbent on individuals who are acting as lobbyists on behalf of third parties to disclose that relationship, to 
register as lobbyists on the Victorian Government Register of Lobbyists, and to abide by the Lobbyist Code of 
Conduct. Information is available at www.lobbyistregister.vic.qov.au 
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South Eastern Metropolitan Region 

Question asked by: Ms Springle 
Directed to: Premier 
Asked on: 11 February 2016 

ANSWER: 

I understand that many residents are disappointed that Mirvac can't be forced to put the powerlines underground. 

The same powerlines that run through Waverley Park run through my own street, so this issue is front of mind for 
me every day. 

I am advised by the Planning Minister that legal advice indicated that a decision contrary to the planning panel's 
recommendations would most likely be defeated. 

So rather than put the community through another drawn out process, that had little chance of success, the Minister 
decided to focus on how to get the best possible outcome for the residents through an enhanced Community 
Support Package. 

I have called on Mirvac to act immediately to clean up parts of the estate where they have left a mess. This work is 
well underway. 

The Minister has said that he will contact residents before the end of this month with details on the consultation 
process. 
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