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The PRESIDENT (Hon. SL Leane) took the chair at 2.04 p.m. and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The PRESIDENT (14:05): On behalf of the Victorian state Parliament I acknowledge the
Aboriginal peoples, the traditional custodians of this land which has served as a significant meeting
place of the First People of Victoria. I acknowledge and pay respect to the elders of the Aboriginal
nations in Victoria past and present and welcome any elders and members of the Aboriginal
communities who may visit or may participate in the events or proceedings of Parliament this week.
Questions without notice
MEMBER CONDUCT
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (14:05): My question is to the Leader of the Government.
Minister, why did you refuse to be interviewed by police in relation to the Labor red shirts fraud
investigation? What did you have to hide?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (14:06): On the matter of the
investigation that the member referred to, there is nobody on the public record who has spoken in
response to answers more than I have. I can absolutely assure the chamber—
Mr O’Donohue: Except to the police.
Mr JENNINGS: The police, at any point in time if they wanted to speak to me, were quite within
their rights to actually ensure that that took place. They did not make sure that that took place. In fact
I stand by my many, many hours of answers that I have provided to the Parliament, the many, many
hours that I have provided to the Ombudsman in relation to the investigation and the hour or two that
I provided in evidence to the select committee. Any evidence that I was asked to provide of any
statutory or parliamentary procedure I have provided. I continue to stand by those many hours of
transcript and information that I put on the public record then and now. At no stage did I have anything
to hide. I continue to have nothing to hide. I will comply with any request for any information, as I
have fulsomely disclosed to the Parliament and the Ombudsman.
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (14:07): The Ombudsman described the scheme of which
you were an integral part as an artifice and a rort. Minister—
Mr Jennings: No, she didn’t.
Mr O’DONOHUE: She described it as an artifice, Minister—a $388 000 rort.
Members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT: Can the house come to order. Mr O’Donohue, I respect that you were
interjected on, but I am hoping that in the next 34 seconds you can get your question out.
Mr O’DONOHUE: Thank you, President. I would be pleased to oblige your direction. Minister,
did you and other Labor MPs and party members the subject of the red shirts police investigation
discuss your strategy to frustrate the police investigation by refusing to be interviewed?
Ms Shing interjected.
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (14:08): Ms Shing is
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encouraging me to reject entirely the premise of the question, because it is outrageous. But in terms of
my response, I am quite happy to actually say I did not discuss this with my colleagues or others who
may or may not have been invited to actually speak to the police about this matter before determining
the course that I took as an individual in relation to the request that actually came to me from the police.
DROUGHT ASSISTANCE
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (14:09): My question this afternoon is to Minister Symes, and it
relates to the issue of drought, which has been a significant issue of enormous distress to farmers and
communities in the Central and East Gippsland areas over the last couple of years. Can you update the
house as to what the government is doing to provide ongoing support for these drought-affected
farmers and the assistance that is on offer to combat some of the worst effects of the environmental
circumstances as they are presenting in these communities at present?
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (14:10): I thank the member for her question and of course her ongoing
advocacy in relation to drought-affected communities. I must say there are many people in this
chamber that represent country communities that are doing it tough, so I know that we are all very
supportive of our farmers. The government does appreciate the hard work of farmers in the region in
drought, and of course five members represent that community in here.
Ms Shing asked about the support that we are rolling out. There is $30 million of drought support that
is being rolled out to farmers and their communities, and of course that is open for central and
Gippsland farmers as well as those in northern Victoria. We are providing grants of up to $5000 for
on-farm infrastructure projects that improve drought management. That includes things like irrigation
infrastructure and reticulated water systems, all of which provide immediate support to farmers.
This has provided relief to almost 2500 farmers who have received the grant, and these grants are still
open at the moment. At the end of last week there were 271 farmers in East and Central Gippsland
who had received this grant, and we are quickly processing a further 29 right now. We have also
delivered 55 drought-related workshops and 46 one-on-one farmer consultations in Gippsland to date.
There are a further nine workshops scheduled in Gippsland during March and April at this stage.
One of the first trips I made as minister was to visit farmers affected by the drought, and I will be
visiting the area again shortly. I have of course extended an invite to the Morrison government’s
drought envoy, Barnaby Joyce, because he has not yet visited Gippsland in that role.
While there are significant challenges facing our farmers as a result of climate change, it is not all
doom. It is a really exciting industry. I have only been the minister for a couple of months, but it is
certainly exciting and there are some really good things happening. I have just spent the last three days
in Dubai promoting Victorian agricultural exports, and it is clear that there are huge demands for
Victorian products. We know that this means more jobs and a bigger boost to our regional communities.
Despite what the opposition might think, climate change is certainly real. It is having a big impact, and
it will continue to make life harder for many of our farmers. That is why we are committed to proper
long-term investment and planning. I look forward to having further conversations with farmers in
your region later this week.
NATIONAL SEX OFFENDERS REGISTER
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria) (14:12): My question is to the minister representing the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services. Over the past five years Derryn Hinch’s Justice Party
has collected nearly 200 000 signatures calling for a national public register of convicted sex
offenders. It inspired the establishment of the party. Both Tania and I shared Derryn’s excitement
when the Minister for Home Affairs, Mr Peter Dutton, declared that the federal government would be
seeking the support of all states and territories in order to establish a public register. Just this afternoon
it was reported that a serial sex offender, whose crimes include the rape of a 12-year-old girl, was
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living metres away from a childcare centre and a school. Given the benefits of having a public child
sex offenders register include greater public awareness of offenders living close by and therefore
greater child safety, is the minister able to provide any insight or information as to what the Andrews
government is doing to ensure greater public awareness of convicted sex offenders living within our
communities?
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (14:13): I thank the member for his question and his ongoing interest in this area. As this
is a matter for the minister for police, I will refer the matter to her and she will respond to you in
writing in the requisite time.
AMBULANCE RESPONSE TIMES
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) (14:14): My question is to Minister Mikakos. Could the
minister please update the Council on how the Andrews Labor government is ensuring residents northwest of Melbourne are getting faster access to life-saving ambulance services?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(14:14): I want to thank the member for his question and for his continued advocacy for improved
life-saving health services in Melbourne’s west and right across the north-west of Melbourne. The
Andrews Labor government is getting things done, and it is delivering to every part of the state,
including to Melbourne’s north-west. Last week I joined our new member for Melton, Steve McGhie,
to kick off construction of the new $3 million Bacchus Marsh ambulance branch on Gisborne Road. I
want to acknowledge the member for Melton’s lifelong advocacy and work in supporting our
paramedics in his previous role at the ambulance union.
The current branch of the Bacchus Marsh ambulance station was built back in the 1960s and is
currently too small to meet the needs of our hardworking paramedics. I had the opportunity to meet
with some very excited paramedics who are very much looking forward to this new facility. It will be
built to provide a spacious and cutting-edge new branch that will feature a five-bay garage, four rest
and recline rooms, training facilities and improved security and staff car parking. When the branch
opens later this year it will be home to more than 40 paramedics, providing 24-hour coverage and
offering plenty of space for the ambulance service to grow into the future.
As the member well knows, our government promised to end the ambulance crisis back in 2014, and
that is in fact what we have done. We have delivered the biggest ever investment in our ambulance
service in Victoria’s history, and in fact we have the best response times in Ambulance Victoria’s
history. Just recently—and I have talked about this in the house before—we had fabulous results in
the last quarter, with the best ever response times of 83.9 per cent of code 1 matters being responded
to within that critical 15 minutes, and we know that every minute and every second does matter. I want
to commend all of our hardworking paramedics for delivering this great result.
Bacchus Marsh has seen particularly improved response times, with 88.8 per cent of ambulances
arriving within 15 minutes, up from 79.3 per cent a year earlier. The average response time for code 1
matters in Bacchus Marsh over the same period has improved significantly, from 11 minutes and
30 seconds to 9 minutes and 49 seconds, so well done to our Bacchus Marsh paramedics.
This contrasts hugely with what we saw under the previous Liberal government, where they went to
war with the paramedics and also had the worst response times on the Australian mainland. I want to
congratulate Ambulance Victoria on their hard work as we kick off, together with the Victorian Health
and Human Services Building Authority, this important project that will deliver a state-of-the-art
ambulance station at Bacchus Marsh for the Bacchus Marsh community to ensure that they get access
to those life-saving healthcare services that they need in the local community. I know that the member
will continue to take very keen interest in the continued rollout of our huge healthcare investment right
across Western Metropolitan Region.
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Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) (14:18): Could the minister please outline what additional
measures the government has taken to ensure residents north-west of Melbourne have access to
life-saving ambulance services closer to home?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(14:18): Thank you to the member for his further question in relation to this matter. We are ensuring
that every part of the state can get the benefit of this improved investment. We have already invested
$500 million in our ambulance services and we have delivered on our 450 paramedics, as well as new
and upgraded ambulance stations across the state. But we are going to build on that further. We have
committed a further $109 million to help paramedics reach patients in life-threatening situations
sooner. What that will mean is that we will recruit a further 90 paramedics, convert 15 single-crew
stations to dual-crew stations to benefit rural and regional Victoria, build new stations and get 23 new
vehicles on the road, because we know that it is only Labor that invests in our ambulance services.
DANCEWIZE
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (14:19): My question is to the Minister for Health.
Minister, DanceWize is part of the Harm Reduction Victoria’s health promotion program which
provides counselling to young people on the harmful and detrimental effects of drug use. I am sure
you will remember that in the last sitting week you informed the Parliament—this chamber—that
DanceWize gives, and I quote:
… trusted, friendly and non-judgemental advice to young people considering using pills.

Reports that the New South Wales DanceWize contract is under review by the New South Wales
Minister for Health follow a recent social media post from DanceWize, which said, and I quote:
Don’t binge—pace yourself—start with one dose or even a half-dose … wait at least two hours before you
think about having more.

DanceWize is providing advice on how to take drugs and not counselling against doing so. The drug
which it was referring to was not Panadol; it was MDMA. Minister, are you confident that DanceWize
in Victoria is not providing advice on how to take MDMA but rather is just providing, and I quote,
‘trusted, friendly and non-judgemental advice’?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(14:20): Well, where do I start there? What I can advise the member is that, despite the fact that the
secretary of my department has provided her with a briefing of my portfolio, she does not understand
that drug and alcohol policy actually sits with Minister Foley as the Minister for Mental Health. She
is seeking to disparage a very longstanding program that sits in Minister Foley’s portfolio in relation
to harm minimisation outcomes and programs that are funded by the Victorian government. So I will
refer the member’s question to Minister Foley for a response, and I certainly encourage her to come
and ask me questions that actually relate to my own portfolio.
Ms Shing: Gotcha!
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (14:21): Ms Shing might think it is a gotcha, but it is a very
important issue for parents and young people. Regarding this very important issue, Minister, you said
these words in this chamber, so my supplementary question to you relates to your harm minimisation
and the paramedics and the other health professionals who attend to these drug overdoses. Minister,
given that Premier Daniel Andrews, also in the last sitting week, said, and I quote, ‘There is no safe
level at which you can consume these substances, and even so-called ‘pure’ forms of these substances
can and have been lethal’, what evidence do you have that these peer educators in chill-out spaces that
provide this advice that you referred to in this chamber last sitting week are discouraging drug use and
not promoting it to cause harm, and in some cases lethal overdoses, to young people?
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Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(14:22): Again, I reiterate to the member that the DanceWize program does in fact sit with Minister
Foley. He is the Minister for Mental Health and he has responsibility for drug and alcohol policy. The
member has asked a question that relates to a program in New South Wales. Minister Foley is
responsible for a program in Victoria, not for what is going on in New South Wales, so I will refer this
matter to Minister Foley for him to respond to the member.
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, it is entirely within the right of a member of this chamber
to ask a minister about her comments, and she should answer that question. She might want to walk
away from it now, but the fact is she said it and it is therefore available for questioning.
Ms Shing: On the point of order, President, the standing orders do not provide for any compulsion
around the way in which answers to questions are to be given by ministers.
The PRESIDENT: I am in a position where I believe that both points of order actually have quite
a bit of weight to them, so I call on the minister to, in the last 28 seconds, come back to the question
about her comments. I would appreciate an answer to that.
Ms MIKAKOS: President, at the time I responded to the matter I made it very clear, crystal clear,
as I have to a number of members in this house, that drug policy sits with Minister Foley. I responded
on that basis, and I reiterate that matter here today. So if members have questions for Minister Foley,
I am very happy to refer that matter to the minister for a written response to the member.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES
Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitan) (14:25): I have a question for Minister Somyurek, the
Minister for Small Business. Minister, what is the government doing to encourage local governments
to moderate the impact of rate increases on household budgets?
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (14:25): I would like to thank the member for his question. I am happy to update the
house on the action that I have taken to cap council rates at 2.5 per cent, matching the Department of
Treasury and Finance consumer price index forecast for 2019–20.
The Essential Services Commission recommended that there be one cap across the state and, as per
previous years, has applied the CPI forecast by the Department of Treasury and Finance. This is the
fourth year in which rates have been capped by the Andrews Labor government, and it is clear that
our Fair Go Rates law has ended the uncontrolled rate rises seen over the previous decades. This year’s
cap builds on action in the previous three years. Consistent with our election commitment, rates have
been capped at CPI—that is, 2.5 per cent in 2016–17, 2 per cent in 2017–18 and 2.25 per cent in
2018–19.
Now, compare and contrast that to the rate rises that occurred in Victoria from 2006 to 2016, when
rates on average per year went up by 6 per cent. That was well above inflation and well above the
national average. Without rate capping, based on 10 years of experience, there is absolutely no reason
to believe that these rate rises would not have happened, thereby putting an extra load of pressure on
the cost of living for Victorian families.
It is clear that the Fair Go Rates system has encouraged councils to improve accountability and
transparency, thereby ensuring they are listening to their communities, delivering the services that
matter and generally making sure that they minimise waste by enforcing a degree of fiscal responsibility.
Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitan) (14:27): Thank you, Minister. What action is being taken
to ensure compliance with the cap?
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Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (14:27): I would like to thank the member for his question, and I must say that is a
very good question.
Members interjecting.
Mr SOMYUREK: No, no. That is a very, very insightful question. Council budgeting can be a
reasonably complex exercise, and I would like to commend the Essential Services Commission. The
Essential Services Commission does not get commended enough, so I am here to commend the
Essential Services Commission for its ongoing program to ensure compliance. Every year they gather
data and provide an independent report on compliance with the cap. Last year they reported that
75 councils were compliant, so we are dealing with a very compliant sector in the local government
sector. Three councils were immaterially non-compliant; I guess they were only just non-compliant.
One council was materially non-compliant with the average rate cap, and the Essential Services
Commission’s report notes that action has been taken to address this. Over the next year there will be
no difference. Indeed the Essential Services Commission has recently noted that in order to ensure its
compliance— (Time expired)
TAXI AND HIRE CAR INDUSTRY
Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (14:29): My question today is for Minister Jennings,
representing the Treasurer. I want to talk about the $1 levy on all taxi and hire car trips flagged to fund
the transition payments for licence-holders in the taxi and hire car industry, for the financial
compensation. We are all aware that rideshare operators, taxis, limo services and hire cars all operate
under the same umbrella now; they are all classified as commercial passenger vehicles, CPVs. We are
aware of widespread non-compliance with the $1 levy requirements. Drivers have not been paying,
and this is a question of fairness. Why should some people be paying and others not? Why would
they? It is a laborious, overly burdensome administrative requirement to make a quarterly report on
the number of trips to the State Revenue Office (SRO) and follow through with the payments. We are
asking this of people for whom English is not their first language and who may or may not have the
necessary equipment—laptops, computers and such things. So I ask the minister: what systems are in
place to ensure compliance and what penalties are in place for non-compliance?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (14:30): Thank you, Mr Barton,
for your question and your concern about what has been a very challenging matter to implement policy
that was associated with the reform of the commercial passenger industry. The government does not
underestimate the significance of that reform and the challenges in terms of what seems to be fair,
equitable and decent treatment of families and operators who have actually had to deal with the
transition in the taxi industry and what might be the regulatory and the financial contribution that may
be made by the sector to support the degree of compensation that is provided.
I have had the virtue of some briefing from the Treasury in relation to this matter, so there are a few
things that I can actually share with you at this point in time. Since the policy was implemented under
Victorian law there have been more than $400 million in payments made in compensation and from
the Fairness Fund in the little over a year since the introduction of those reforms, so significant amounts
of financial support have actually been provided to the taxi industry. We have also seen a rise in the
number of taxi operators from around 6000 taxis operating in Victoria to now currently more than
7000. One thing that I saw was a significant improvement in the availability of wheelchair-accessible
vehicles as well, so there has been a significant rise in the quality and the types of services that are
being provided.
Within the compensation and within the transition in the industry I understand that questions of equity
and fair dealing still continue to exist. The question that you specifically asked me was about the
confidence that the government has in relation to compliance. I am informed that the projections that
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the State Revenue Office made in terms of the number of trips that would be eligible to incur this
$1 fee that was negotiated through the Parliament is being provided for. But if there are individual
concerns about the way in which this is not being acquitted in the way that you describe, there are a
number of remedies. The SRO has the ability to ensure that there are fines associated with a failure of
any enterprise, whether it be a corporate or an individual, to register and to be deemed to be compliant
with this scheme and in making those payments. There is a fine that ranges in excess of 500 penalty
units for non-compliance or failure to register. That is in the first instance.
If there are instances where you are correct that you or others may be aware of non-compliance with
this, the SRO can be informed of that matter. Once the SRO determine that in fact there is noncompliance, then they are able to report this to Commercial Passenger Vehicles Victoria, who would
then deregister any operator who does not comply. There are two whammies. There is one financial
penalty if in fact you fail to register in the first instance. Then, if there is evidence brought to the SRO
that there is non-compliance and the fee is not being paid, the SRO can take action with Commercial
Passenger Vehicles Victoria to remove the registration and the ability to operate that vehicle. They are
the elements in place.
The government believe that at this moment across the board there is general compliance, because in
fact the revenues that have been raised are consistent with our expectations. But the individual
circumstances that your members may be aware of may require ongoing vigilance.
Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitan) (14:34): Since deregulation, we have seen an explosion in
the number of commercial passenger vehicles on our streets. In fact we have gone from 5600 cabs to
11 800 cabs and over 50 000 hire cars. The overall number of additional CPVs on the road since
deregulation represents an increase of 750 per cent, and rising month on month. It is our belief that not
all are paying their $1 per trip to the State Revenue Office. In my former life as a Commercial
Passenger Vehicle Association of Australia president, we recommended a flat fee. At the lowest end
it was $2500 a year, which could have been paid quarterly; it is 48 bucks a week. If the cars on our
streets now had all paid that registration fee, we would have collected over $150 million. Therefore I
ask the Treasurer: how does the $1 levy collection compare with the industry recommendations?
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (14:35): I did a reasonable job
of actually conveying to you some things that had been shared with me by the Treasurer. I have not
actually been given the answer from the Treasurer in relation to that specific question. What I do know
is that, despite that recommendation, the government chose to reduce the licensing arrangements
significantly, as you know. Perhaps, from the argument that you have actually just voiced in your
question, it has dropped it to a level that is far too low to maintain those revenues. So in terms of your
original suggestion and in terms of what you have just put to me, it would be wise for me to refer that
matter to the Treasurer to get his response to you.
TAFE FUNDING
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (14:36): My question is for the Minister for Training and
Skills and relates to the rollout of the government’s free TAFE initiative. Minister, given that Monday
of last week marked the International Day of Women and Girls in Science, how is free TAFE assisting
women and girls to begin a career in this important field?
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (14:36): I thank the member for her question on this important issue of women and girls in
science and technology. Global trends tell us that 75 per cent of the fastest growing occupations will
require STEM skills, and yet in Australia only 16 per cent are women, so this is a challenge for all
governments. The free TAFE rollout has assisted in this area. Indeed last Monday I was at Federation
University and met with a range of women who are undertaking TAFE as well as PhDs in STEMrelated occupations. This is testimony to this government’s commitment to gender equality and giving
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women and girls an opportunity in training up and acquiring skills in areas that traditionally have not
seen gender equality.
We will ensure that girls and women are given opportunities that will lead them to jobs. Free TAFE
enables a whole range of women and girls to actually attend TAFE, an opportunity and an option that
certainly was not the case for many of those that I spoke to last Monday. Some of them are young
mums who will then take on apprenticeships in electrics. They are also of course undertaking a whole
range of building-type courses so that they can assist in the government’s program of building new
schools and hospitals to care for our loved ones and start their careers in STEM.
This is in stark contrast to what we saw with the previous Liberal government, where women and girls
had opportunities just taken away from them. We saw campuses close. We saw 2400 TAFE teachers
sacked. We saw courses cut and funding cut. This government is getting on with the job. We are
making sure that we are providing Victorians with the skills that they need for the jobs that are
available. Those opposite have no credibility. They have got no plan and no idea when it comes to the
training system in this state. This government is about delivering. Last Monday was the International
Day of Women and Girls in Science and technology, and we are making sure that women and girls
know that free TAFE is a good pathway to a great job.
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (14:39): Thank you very much, Minister. In terms of free
TAFE, can you inform the house of the free TAFE courses helping women and girls to get the skills
they need for a career in the science, technology, engineering and maths sectors?
Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education) (14:39): Again I thank the member for her supplementary question and her ongoing interest
in this area. There are 50 free TAFE courses across a number of sectors, and they are directed at the
skills that people will need to get a good, sustainable job in areas such as the rollout of things like the
national disability insurance scheme, the prevention of family violence and of course the massive
infrastructure projects that we have got in the state. In terms of courses that relate directly to science,
technology, engineering and maths that are free under the free TAFE system, access is to certificate IV
in engineering, certificate II in engineering pathways, certificate II in engineering studies,
certificate IV in accounting and bookkeeping, diploma of accounting and advanced diploma of
accounting as well as a number of building and construction courses involving STEM subjects.
WASTE AND RECYCLING MANAGEMENT
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (14:40): My question is for the
Minister for Local Government. Minister, as local government minister you are responsible for the
Know Your Council comparison website, and given the central role our municipal councils play in the
kerbside collection of waste and its diversion from landfill, I ask: have you discussed the crisis of
municipal waste and recycling currently facing local councils with any council or the Municipal
Association of Victoria, and if so, what have they told you, and if not, why not?
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (14:41): I have been visiting a lot of councils, and I think I have met with all of the
peak bodies in local government. I have had many discussions with councils—mayors, CEOs,
councillors—and those discussions have traversed a wide range of topics, including waste. I think the
member’s question is motivated by the SKM Recycling issue that is currently in play at the moment—
the SKM issue. The EPA have temporarily stopped the SKM Recycling facility from doing what they
are doing because they have essentially been stockpiling waste and have been warned not to do that.
As far as this government is concerned, the health and safety of Victorians is paramount and is well
above everything else. The health and safety of Victorians is first and foremost before any other
consideration this government has.
With respect to the issue, this issue fits within the responsibility of the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change, and therefore the question should be directed to her. However, I

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Tuesday, 19 February 2019

Legislative Council

241

would like to take this opportunity to remind the house that Minister D’Ambrosio is delivering the
$37 million recycling industry strategic plan, an important part of which involves actively working to
reduce the risk posed by stockpiling—exactly or precisely the issue we have at the moment with SKM
Recycling. I might add that last year $12 million of this assistance of $37 million went towards
supporting councils impacted by structural changes in the recycling market, giving them and their
contractors time to enter into short-term price resets and to develop longer term solutions, including
renegotiating these contracts. I would seek to remind the house that the recycling industry is a private
market managed through contracts between local councils, businesses and service providers.
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, the minister has answered the question in part with respect
to, yes, he has discussed it with councils, but the question I asked him quite specifically was: what did
the councils tell him? That is what I have asked.
The PRESIDENT: There is no point of order.
Mr SOMYUREK: The point is that SKM Recycling is a private operator and will need to work
with the councils it has contracts with. In fact, it is obliged to work with the councils which it has a
contract with. The Minister for Local Government is not a party to these contracts; neither is the
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, by the way. Whilst this important issue is a
matter between SKM and the councils whom they contract to, Minister D’Ambrosio and the Andrews
government are assisting councils to support kerbside recycling.
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (14:45): The minister certainly
conceded he discussed this matter with local councils, as I would expect he would have, but he did not
tell us exactly what the councils said, and I therefore ask him: what changes will he make to the
comparative reporting measurements on his website to record and report on the success or otherwise
of councils’ kerbside recycling?
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (14:45): What the councils said is a matter between me, the councils and the deep state.
Members interjecting.
Mr SOMYUREK: Sorry, President. In all seriousness, this is a very, very serious matter. Yes,
absolutely, the councils had concerns about this issue. I have met with a lot of councils, and a lot of
them had concerns with recycling, absolutely.
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, he actually did not talk about the website at all.
Members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT: Order! It is starting to become a bit of a fracas. Mr Davis, I think we can sort
that out within the written response period.
FOOTSCRAY HOSPITAL
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (14:47): My question today is to the Minister for Health and
Minister for Ambulance Services. Could the minister please update the Council on how the Andrews
Labor government is getting on with delivering the new Footscray Hospital within the first 100 days?
Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(14:47): I want to thank the member for her question. She is just part of an absolutely stellar Labor
team in Melbourne’s west that will play such a vital role in delivering so much new infrastructure for
the people of the western suburbs. The Andrews Labor government is not wasting a minute. We are
getting on with delivering the new Footscray Hospital for Melbourne’s west.
Last week I was so pleased to join the new member for Footscray, Katie Hall, to kickstart work to
design and build this new $1.5 billion world-class public hospital. It has been a while since I have been
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in a lecture theatre, but I was very pleased to visit Victoria University and attend an absolutely packed
lecture hall that had over 350 experts from our infrastructure sector to open an industry briefing to
provide the first steps and advice to them about securing a consortium for the design, construction and
maintenance of the new hospital. I was also pleased to announce that the community consultations for
the project will get underway next month and be led by the member for Footscray and that the tender
process would start in the middle of this year.
This new Footscray Hospital is proposed to be delivered as a public-private partnership and is expected
to open in 2025. The new 504-bed Footscray Hospital is proposed to be built next to Victoria
University’s Footscray Park campus on the corner of Geelong and Ballarat roads, and it will replace
an ageing 1950s building. I take this opportunity to also commend and thank all of our partners who
have been involved to date: Maribyrnong council, Victoria University, the Victorian Health and
Human Services Building Authority and many others who will be involved in this project, as well as
of course Western Health, who will be a critical partner in this project.
It will transform the inner west. It will create over 2000 jobs, and I know the member is absolutely
passionate about more jobs for her community—2000 construction jobs. It will establish Footscray as
a major precinct for jobs, health and education. With the increase of nearly 200 beds that this project
will deliver, it will be able to treat almost 15 000 additional patients each year as well as almost
20 000 extra emergency department admissions. What this means is it takes pressure off other
hospitals. It will mean 17 000 residents in Melbourne’s west will be able to receive treatment in their
local community rather than having to travel to other hospitals in the CBD and inner city.
Once complete, the new hospital will meet the increasing demand from Melbourne’s booming western
suburbs and save local residents time as well as taking pressure off our other hospitals. There is a huge
contrast in terms of our pipeline of infrastructure projects and the neglect that we saw under the
previous coalition government. They were only interested in cuts and closures and privatisation, but
the worst thing is that they have been absolutely silent—
Members interjecting.
Mr Finn: On a point of order, President, I suspect with this particular minister I may be making
this point of order regularly, but the minister has well and truly strayed into the area of debating, has
left the question completely and is in fact flouting the standing orders—
Mr Davis interjected.
Mr FINN: And slavishly reading as well, as Mr Davis says. I would ask you to draw her back to
the question and ask her to cease and desist from debating.
The PRESIDENT: Order! There is a bit of a wide net thrown there, Mr Finn, but I will call the
minister back to the question.
Ms MIKAKOS: It is clear that Mr Finn is embarrassed by his track record as a western suburbs
MP, because it is only Labor that is delivering this hospital and many others to the people in
Melbourne’s west. It is important that they are also adequately funded. We are ensuring that people in
Melbourne’s west and the rest of Victoria can access quality health care, and what we have seen is
deafening silence from those opposite, including Mr Finn, in relation to the cuts that their federal
coalition mates are making in Canberra, both retrospective cuts to hospital funding as well as a dud
deal to hospital— (Time expired)
The PRESIDENT: Minister, I have been on my feet for quite a while. I do not really want to work
my thigh muscles that much today.
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (14:52): Thank you, Minister. In addition to the new Footscray
Hospital project, could the minister please outline how the government is making sure residents in
Melbourne’s west have access to high-quality, affordable public health care?
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Ms MIKAKOS (Northern Metropolitan—Minister for Health, Minister for Ambulance Services)
(14:53): I am very pleased to continue to advise the member and the house about the huge investment
that Labor is making for the people in the west. Not only are we going to build a brand-new hospital
for Footscray, but we are also building the $200 million Joan Kirner Women’s and Children’s
Hospital, which will open its doors later this year; investing $29.6 million in the expansion of the
Sunshine Hospital emergency department, creating a leading health precinct in Melbourne’s west; and
of course getting on with making sure that we have got the new ambulance stations that I mentioned
in Bacchus Marsh and other parts of the west. We are making sure that our hospital system is
adequately funded, and it is absolutely galling that Ms Crozier says that it is rubbish that the federal
coalition are seeking to rip out $2.1 billion with the dud hospital deal they are offering. We should
expect as Victorians a much better deal from the federal government, and we are seeing just a
deafening silence from those opposite— (Time expired)
WRITTEN RESPONSES
The PRESIDENT (14:54): On today’s questions, I thank Ms Tierney for passing on Mr Grimley’s
question for a written response from the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, as per the
standing orders. I thank the Leader of the Government for his offer to get a written response from the
Treasurer on the supplementary question from Mr Barton. I thank Ms Mikakos for her offer to seek a
written response from Mr Foley, as per the standing orders, to Ms Crozier’s question. I also request
that Minister Somyurek, on the supplementary question, supply a written response to Mr Davis, as per
the standing orders.
Mr Davis: On a point of order, President, with the question to Ms Mikakos and the earlier
comments that she directly made, I just note that standing order 8.01, ‘Questions to Ministers or other
Members’, states:
(1) Questions may be put to—
(a) Ministers of the Crown relating to public affairs for which the Minister is directly connected …

It is impossible to—
Ms Mikakos interjected.
Mr Davis: No, no. You said the words. You must be directly connected with your own words. You
cannot be—
Members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT: I invite Mr Davis to have another go on his point of order.
Ms Pulford interjected.
Mr Davis: No, no. We are actually asking whether she stands by this, whether she is prepared to
change this and how she reflects upon what she said earlier. She clearly said it and she is thereby
connected with it. She cannot hand it to another minister.
Ms Shing: On the point of order, President, the standing orders are crystal clear in relation to not
being able to compel a minister to answer a question in a certain fashion. The question was asked. It
was answered. There was a point of order raised, and it was acquitted by you earlier in the proceeding,
and on that basis Mr Davis is either flouting your ruling or seeking to reprosecute the point of order.
Ms Mikakos: On the point of order, President, as I explained during question time, the question
that was asked of me last sitting week I responded to representing Minister Foley. I made it very clear
that drug policy sits with the Minister for Mental Health, and I have reiterated that yet again today. It
sits with Minister Foley, and that is why Minister Foley will provide a written response for the member
to her question.
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The PRESIDENT: I actually have to concur with Minister Mikakos. The trusty clerks here very
quickly brought up the transcript from the previous week. I think the question was referring to an
answer from Dr Ratnam in the previous week of Parliament. The minister is very clear in that response
that this responsibility does fall under Mr Foley’s ministry. There was only a brief reference to the
issue or the actual program in her response. I once again thank her for actually offering to get a written
response from Mr Foley on both the substantive and supplementary questions. If that is not what
Ms Crozier wants, we can just not ask for a response at all.
Ms Crozier: On the point of order, President, the minister is absolutely, as usual, debating, arguing
and being quite difficult in relation to this. The question was in relation to her words, but I accept your
ruling and I would ask that Minister Foley do answer the questions that I asked on this very important
matter that affects young people, parents and the broader Victorian community who are concerned
about it.
The PRESIDENT: In conclusion, I thank Minister Mikakos for getting a written response from
Mr Foley to both of those questions from Ms Crozier.
Ms Patten: On a point of order, President, just following on from written answers to questions, I
asked a question of the minister on 6 February and you directed her to provide a written response. It is
19 February and I have yet to receive that response.
The PRESIDENT: Does the minister want to respond?
Ms Mikakos: My advice is that in fact it is due tomorrow, and I believe that the member will
receive that written response in accordance with the time lines that you gave, President, because I
believe it was in fact ordered for two days, which would make tomorrow the due date, given it again
sat with Minister Foley.
The PRESIDENT: Can I just rule on Ms Patten’s point of order. The standing orders have changed
since the last session, and it is actually two business days; it is not two sitting days. There might be some
confusion around that, but I am sure the minister will get Ms Patten that response asap to remedy that.
Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, in a similar vein, I actually recall you asking the
minister to provide a written response to me within one business day, not one sitting day—it is clearly
in Hansard—and the minister failed to provide that. I received it today, so I was just wanting to seek
an explanation from the minister as to why she has flouted your ruling in relation to not providing the
answers in a timely fashion.
Ms Mikakos: On the point of order, President, my recollection of this matter was that you had
referred to your ruling very late in the day and therefore you provided for the answer to be provided
within two days. It has been provided to the member today, so she is complaining that she has received
a written response.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I appreciate Ms Crozier now has your answer, but I appreciate that the
confusion may be around the sitting days and the business days. In the future that will be adhered to.
Constituency questions
NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (15:01): My constituency question today is for the
Minister for Transport Infrastructure in the other place. Minister, in the last term of Parliament your
government praised the installation of wire safety barriers. Just last year, after launching the road safety
strategy Towards Zero, the then Minister for Roads and Road Safety, Mr Donnellan, said:
A big part of this is the installation of life-saving centreline wire rope barriers right across the state.

When addressing concerns about the safety of the wire barriers raised by the opposition, he replied:
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I will keep rolling out these wire rope barriers because I know that they save … lives …

Minister, after so many assurances from your government about the safety of these wire rope barriers,
why is the government now removing these barriers on Plenty Road, Mill Park, in my electorate of
Northern Metropolitan Region and reinstalling the former steel Armco-type normal barriers?
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) (15:02): My constituency question is directed to the
Minister for Transport Infrastructure, the Honourable Jacinta Allan in the other place. In the Andrews
Labor government’s first term 29 of the most dangerous and congested level crossings were removed
across Melbourne, many in my electorate of Western Metropolitan Region. In the west I am thrilled
to see many of these dangerous and outdated crossings removed. Furlong Road and Main Road in
St Albans were two of the earliest completed projects. Cars are now also driving freely through the
underpasses of the railway lines at Buckley Street, Essendon, and Kororoit Creek Road, Williamstown.
Labor is investing in these vital projects to make sure that workers get home to their families sooner.
The Andrews Labor government is not wasting a day investing in infrastructure. My question for the
minister is: how is the level crossing removal at Aviation Road, Laverton, in Melbourne’s west
progressing, and when can my constituents expect this vital project to be completed?
Questions interrupted.
Questions on notice
ANSWERS
The PRESIDENT: Before I call for the next constituency question—I have jumped the gun again,
sorry—I ask the Leader of the Government if he has got any answers to questions on notice.
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (15:03): There are 18 written
responses to questions on notice: 1–4, 15–20, 34–6, 39, 41, 57–9.
Constituency questions
Questions resumed.
NORTHERN VICTORIA REGION
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (15:03): My question is for the Minister for Transport
Infrastructure. The railway crossing on Dhurringile Road, Tatura, is currently controlled only by stop
signs applicable to northbound and southbound traffic. Residents have called for better safety
measures at the crossing for many years after witnessing multiple near misses and some accidents. A
mixture of large trucks and other heavy haulage equipment, pedestrians, cyclists and other motorists
use Dhurringile Road daily. In October the Liberal Party made an election pledge to upgrade the level
crossing at Dhurringile Road by installing flashing lights and boom barriers as well as a guarded
pedestrian crossing. Will the minister prioritise the safety of users of the railway crossing at
Dhurringile Road, Tatura, and provide a commitment to match the Liberal Party’s pledge to fund the
installation of flashing lights, boom barriers and a guarded pedestrian crossing at this railway crossing?
NORTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (15:04): My constituency question today is for the Minister
for Public Transport and is in relation to tram route 11. I understand that her department is discussing
extending route 11 so that it terminates at Reservoir station. However, constituents of mine tell me that
there is a far greater need for that route to be extended to terminate at Keon Park instead, and this
would be via Edwardes Street, Best Street, Botha Avenue and Hughes Parade to Keon Park. Reservoir
is not just the largest suburb in my electorate of Northern Metropolitan Region; it is in fact the largest
suburb in Melbourne—
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Mr Jennings: The largest!
Ms PATTEN: Thank you, Mr Jennings. The western side has very few public transport options,
unlike East Reservoir, which already has the 86 tram. My question is: will the government consider
an extension of route 11 to Keon Park so as to give the people of Reservoir the transport options they
desperately need?
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (15:05): My constituency question today is for the
Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation, the Honourable Marlene Kairouz.
According to the Scamwatch website, dating and romance scams accounted for more than $24 million
in losses across Australia in 2018, with Victorians losing more than $4.1 million. A 69-year-old man
lost $377 000 after signing up to a dating agency. The scammers organised for him to meet a woman
they claimed wanted to marry him. The scammers, who are believed to be from interstate, made
multiple trips to Victoria, where the victim handed over large amounts of cash. Every day we hear
more about scams, including tax scams, fake charity scams and text message scams. I was particularly
concerned to hear about romance scams around Valentine’s Day which target vulnerable people in our
community who are just looking for love. My question to the minister is: what is Consumer Affairs
Victoria doing to protect my constituents in Western Metropolitan Region from such scams, and can
she provide me with an update?
EASTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (15:06): Some time ago members might recall, and
particularly you, Mr President, an accident at the corner of Heatherdale Road and Whitehorse Road,
or Maroondah Highway, which involved a young girl being hit by a truck as she was crossing the
intersection. It is a difficult intersection just before the EastLink on-ramp. At the time, both the
coalition and the government indicated that they would seek to remedy the visibility issues at that
particular intersection and both parties actually gave a commitment of some urgency in that matter.
That has not happened at this stage; there has been no progress at this stage. I therefore ask the Minister
for Roads if she can provide some indication of when that will be addressed.
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (15:07): My question is to the Minister for Planning.
Woolworths has applied to build a 14-storey building in Selwyn Street, Elsternwick, behind the
shopping centre. This tower block far exceeds all emerging built form east of the railway and would
overwhelm the heritage character of Elsternwick village. There is great community concern. Glen Eira
council has, to its credit, rejected the application, and the matter will now be fought out in VCAT. The
council had previously asked for six to eight-storey mandatory height controls in this area, as called
for in the Elsternwick Structure Plan 2018–2031. However, the minister has refused to implement
these mandatory controls and in a slap to the local community has instead given council weak
discretionary height limits of 10 storeys. Discretionary controls are an open invitation to developers to
push through the limits in VCAT, where they usually win. I ask the minister to explain why mandatory
controls at six to eight storeys in this area, as requested by the council, have not been granted, and I
ask: will he do so?
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (15:09): My question is to the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services. In the last Parliament the Liberal-Nationals committed to building a new police
station in Clyde to be open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Some time later the Andrews
government matched that commitment of the Liberal-Nationals coalition. The Clyde and Clyde North
area of Casey is growing enormously, growing daily, with new people moving into that area every
single day. In recent years crime has more than doubled under the Andrews government in that area.
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So the question for the minister is: when will this new police station that is so urgently needed be
constructed, and will the minister guarantee that it will be open 24 hours a day, seven days a week?
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria) (15:09): My question today is for the Minister for Roads,
Minister Pulford. Road upgrades are generally positive in nature, but the new roundabout in Stratford,
which is between Sale and Bairnsdale, has caused a stir, with many people telling me they are not
impressed with it due to it being a little confusing and very tight for large trucks. The Princes Highway
is quite busy, and a number of large trucks transporting freight use that highway. My question is: will
the minister have the roundabout at Stratford reviewed and will she investigate having it redesigned,
with input from locals and other road users, so that the traffic flows better and larger vehicles are able
to turn better?
WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (15:10): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure. I had initially asked this question of the Minister for Roads, but much to my
surprise the Tullamarine Freeway is not covered by the roads portfolio. The Tullamarine widening
project has been underway now for some years. Thousands of my constituents are heartily sick of the
disruption it is causing them on a daily basis. We all know that sinking feeling as we see the speed limit
cut to 40 kilometres per hour or, worse, those occasions when the freeway is closed altogether. My
constituents have had more than enough, and I ask the minister on their behalf: when will work on the
widening conclude and when will travelling on the Tullamarine Freeway return to a seamless journey?
The PRESIDENT: Order! Can I just draw to the attention of the chamber that a former member
of this chamber, Jean McLean, is in the gallery.
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGION
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (15:11): My question is to the Minister for Transport
Infrastructure, and it relates to a statement that she made in the house on 25 May 2018, and I quote:
The Level Crossing Removal Authority will consult with the City of Stonnington on all aspects of the removal
of the crossing.

I have spoken with a number of councillors and members of the community regarding the consultation
that the minister said would take place. It has not. Members of the community, we understand, are
rightly concerned about—
Mr Davis: They are furious.
Ms CROZIER: Yes, they are furious, Mr Davis, because again we see just how Premier Andrews
and his government operate. So I ask: could the minister please provide an explanation as to why she
has misled the house, the council and the community in her statement to the Parliament?
WESTERN VICTORIA REGION
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (15:12): My question is to the Minister for Roads, and I
ask: when will the Minister for Roads take responsibility for the unsafe driver conditions largely
caused by unskilled international drivers on the Great Ocean Road? I recently attended a public
meeting in Apollo Bay with the member for Polwarth, Richard Riordan, and the federal member for
Corangamite, Sarah Henderson, where we listened to spine-tingling stories of accidents and near
misses on this iconic road. Local residents are rightly enraged that the government has been totally
missing in action on this matter for years. The problem is exacerbated by greatly increased numbers
of new visitor drivers. Is the minister going to take responsibility for this life-threatening matter, or
will the minister hold car hire companies responsible for the lethal weapons they are hiring out to
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totally inexperienced drivers? My constituents on the Great Ocean Road and other local Victorian
drivers are risking life and limb every time they take their car out of their garage. (Time expired)
Mr Atkinson: President, a note of interest for the house I think is that Ms McLean, who you
referred to as being in the gallery, was named in the Australia Day awards this year. I am sure we
would all extend our congratulations to her on achieving that award.
The PRESIDENT: Thank you for that, Mr Atkinson.
Papers
DEPARTMENT OF PREMIER AND CABINET
Victorian Government Aboriginal Affairs Report 2018
Mr JENNINGS (South Eastern Metropolitan—Leader of the Government, Special Minister of
State, Minister for Priority Precincts, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) (15:14): By leave, I move:
That there be laid before this house a copy of the Victorian Government Aboriginal Affairs Report 2018.

Motion agreed to.
Committees
SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE
Alert Digest No. 2
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria) (15:15): Pursuant to section 35 of the Parliamentary Committees
Act 2003, I lay on the table Alert Digest No. 2 of 2019 from the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee, including appendices. I move:
That the report be published.

Motion agreed to.
Papers
PAPERS
Tabled by Clerk:
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978—Ministerial Orders of 8 February 2019 giving approval to the granting of
leases at—
Albert Park and Middle Park Sports Club Incorporated.
Albert Park South Melbourne Rowing Club Incorporated.
Albert Park Yacht Club Incorporated.
Albert Sailing Club Incorporated.
Harry Trott Association Incorporated.
Middle Park Bowling Club Incorporated.
Middle Park Football Club Incorporated.
The Carmelite (Middle Park) Tennis Club Inc.
The Scout Association of Australia Victorian Branch.
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003—Government response to the Family and Community Development
Committee’s Report on the Inquiry into Perinatal Services.
Planning and Environment Act 1987—Notices of Approval of the following amendments to planning
schemes—
Boroondara Planning Scheme—Amendment C287.
Brimbank Planning Scheme—Amendment C203.
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Latrobe Planning Scheme—Amendment C106 (Part 2).
Maribyrnong Planning Scheme—Amendment C143.
Melbourne Planning Scheme—Amendment C342.
Melton Planning Scheme—Amendment C188.
Nillumbik Planning Scheme—Amendment C116.
Northern Grampians Planning Scheme—Amendment C31 (Part 1).
South Gippsland Planning Scheme—Amendment C117.
Wellington Planning Scheme—Amendment C100.
Yarra Ranges Planning Scheme—Amendment C149.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts of Parliament—
County Court Act 1958—No. 7.
Oaths and Affirmations Act 2018—Nos. 4 and 5.
Unclaimed Money Act 2008—No. 6.
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—
Documents under section 15 in respect of Statutory Rules Nos. 145/2018, 175/2018, 1, 6 and 7.
Legislative Instrument and related documents under section 16B in respect of Ticket-In Ticket-Out
(TITO) and Card Based Cashless (CBC) Gaming in Gaming Venues—Technical Standards Version 1.0,
dated 21 January 2019.

A proclamation of the Governor in Council fixing an operative date in respect of the following act:
Children Legislation Amendment (Information Sharing) Act 2018, sections 10, 13 and 14—12 February
2019 (Gazette No. S37, 12 February 2019).

Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
Notices given.
Mr O’DONOHUE having given notice:
Ms Shing: On a point of order, President, I would seek some clarification in relation to the use of
the President’s title as it then goes to the substance of the motion as proposed to be moved, which then
appears to depart from the title and move into a question around personal capacity. I would seek some
guidance from the Chair as to whether, in light of previous rulings, that in fact constitutes a reflection
on the Chair by reference to the title ‘President’ at the outset of the preamble.
Mr O’Donohue: On the point of order, President, it is custom and practice when moving notices
of motion if referring to a member, to use the title of that member in this place, just as I did with the
previous preamble in describing Minister Jennings as the Leader of the Government. It is consistent
with that practice.
Ms Shing: On the point of order, President, it may well be custom and practice in relation to the
titles which are held by ministers. However, there are very specific rules that relate to reflections on
presiding officers of both chambers, and there are a number of rulings which go directly to this point.
So again I would seek some clarification around the extent to which the phrasing of the motion from
the outset in referring to the President is in fact appropriate.
Mr Dalidakis: On the point of order, President, can we be very clear on a number of things. One,
the member is a former shadow Minister for Police. He is absolutely verballing Victoria Police and
should be ashamed of himself for doing so in this place. He used the word ‘obstructed’. I believe
Victoria Police used the word ‘exonerated’. He is misrepresenting Victoria Police. There is a very clear
precedent that this man and this opposition are smearing the men and women of Victoria Police—
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Members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT: I will rule on Ms Shing’s point of order. I think Mr O’Donohue’s point of order
is correct, which was that he was just using the current title of a current member of the government,
which is not outside using the title of Leader of the Government, which he used in a very similar
motion. I think that it is acceptable as far as being inside the standing orders goes.
Ms Shing: On a point of order, President, further to your ruling, again I am seeking in good faith
to understand the basis by which a specific standing order and Rulings from the Chair are in fact able
to be directly contravened because of custom and practice. This is something that—again, having read
previous editions of Rulings from the Chair across a number of parliaments around the specific
operation of the requirement not to reflect upon a presiding officer—is distinctly different to the
custom and practice which Mr O’Donohue referred to. I am asking this in good faith because I would
like to know the answer, so there is very little point in heckling me from over there.
The PRESIDENT: In using the title of the President of the Legislative Council in the manner that
Mr O’Donohue did, he is actually not reflecting on the performance of the Chair. He is just using the
title; he is not reflecting on the Chair.
NOTICES OF INTENTION TO MAKE STATEMENTS ON REPORTS AND PAPERS
Notice given.
GENERAL BUSINESS
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (15:35): By leave, I move:
That precedence be given to the following general business on Wednesday, 20 February 2019:
(1) the notice of motion given this day by Mr Davis in relation to the production of certain documents
relating to Toorak Road, Kooyong, level crossing removal project;
(2) the notice of motion given this day by Mr Davis in relation to the production of certain documents
relating to the West Gate Tunnel project;
(3) notice of motion 14 standing in the name of Mr Bourman referring a matter to the Legal and Social
Issues Committee relating to non-lethal self-defence;
(4) notice of motion 18 standing in the name of Mr Davis in relation to a reference to the Economy and
Infrastructure Committee relating to the impact of taxi legislation; and
(5) the notice of motion given this day by Mr Davis providing references to certain joint committees.

Motion agreed to.
Members statements
MEMBER CONDUCT
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (15:36): It is extraordinary. What
we have seen in recent days is a terrible situation where members of the Labor Party have refused,
point blank, to give evidence to the police. I would have thought that if you had nothing to hide, you
should have nothing to fear. I would have thought that the simple responsibility, as has been pointed
out by Penny Wong and others, is that if you are a member of Parliament and the police want assistance
on a potentially criminal matter, the task is for you to provide assistance and to answer questions
honestly, truthfully and willingly. What on earth has gone on here with a series of Labor ministers and
others who appear en masse to have said, ‘Oh, no, we won’t go and answer questions from the
constabulary. We won’t answer questions from Victoria Police’? It is extraordinary to think that you
would try to frustrate and block. I can understand and I do in a deep way respect the right of individuals
to silence in the face of the criminal law, but where a whole tranche of them all at once say, ‘We won’t
go and answer questions’, you have to expect that there is something collusive going on. Why did they
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all say, ‘We won’t go to the police and answer questions’? I say, if you have got nothing to hide, you
should have nothing to fear, and these people have something to fear.
The PRESIDENT: We have a former member in the gallery, Mr Elsbury. Welcome.
AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (15:38): I rise today to congratulate all the winners of
citizenship awards in Western Victoria Region surrounding 26 January this year. In particular I would
like to highlight three incredible constituents from three different shires.
Jason Cichocki, known throughout Victoria as the Kangaroo Whisperer, was the very worthy winner
of the Surf Coast shire’s Citizen of the Year award. Jason performs between 700 and 1000 rescues
each year, all whilst maintaining his own mechanics business. Jason says that as far as he is concerned
animals are his family and that you would do anything to help a family member in trouble. I was
pleased to see our hardworking animal rescuers given the spotlight at these awards.
Luke Getsom was awarded the Golden Plains shire Young Citizen of the Year for his work on antibullying, particularly within the LGBTQIA community at his high school. Luke’s work is a breath of
fresh air amongst the scaremongering and fear campaigns around the much-needed support for these
students.
Jake Sbardella received the Ballarat Young Citizen of the Year award for his work in helping the
homeless. Jake raised $11 000 selling Easter advent calendars to buy backpack beds for people
experiencing homelessness in his community. Jake is an extraordinary young man who is exactly right
when he says that many people are less fortunate than us through no fault of their own and we should
do everything we can to help them.
ANTI-SEMITISM
Mr DALIDAKIS (Southern Metropolitan) (15:40): In 2018 the Executive Council of Australian
Jewry released their Report on Anti-Semitism in Australia 2018. There was a 59 per cent increase in
anti-Semitic acts over a 12-month period. In recent weeks here in Victoria we have seen a serious
increase in anti-Semitism as well. We have seen Nazis posing as retailers and selling white supremacist
material. We have seen swastikas painted on residential buildings. We have seen people harassed
while walking down the street, including objects being thrown from cars. We have even seen people
attacked while sitting at the lights for doing nothing other than being Jewish and wearing a yarmulke
or a kippah. What I can say is that the vilification of anybody of any religion is not welcome in this
state; it is not welcome in this country. Indeed it is anti-Australian—it is un-Australian—to attack
somebody for anything other than their actions or what they have done—not the colour of their skin,
the religion that they follow or indeed anything else other than the actions themselves. Dvir
Abramovich from the Anti-Defamation Commission is also, by the way, responsible for a civil rights
organisation that looks after anti-Semitism, Islamophobia and racism and all of its disgusting
outcomes. We need to make sure that as a community, indeed as a society, we reject this intolerance
and that we accept people of all creeds, all colours and all faiths. This is the Australia that we have
come to know and love dearly, and we must reject this kind of antisocial behaviour at all costs.
MEMBER CONDUCT
Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (15:42): We have had recently some concerns about the
integrity of the police breath-testing regime, and indeed also some concerns about the methods of
investigation involving the police with some very serious criminals and those methods being outside
what we have conventionally understood to be the procedures and the requirements of our justice
system in terms of the protection of people’s rights. We should not be surprised about these
transgressions, because indeed we have had members of Parliament here who refused to cooperate
with a police investigation. I do not want to reflect on whether or not the members involved did or did
not do the wrong thing in terms of the criminality of their actions. I certainly do believe that they were
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outside the expectations of the Parliament in terms of funding campaign workers from parliamentary
funds. I simply make the point, irrespective of the matters that have been considered in the last few
days and have been the subject of a media report in terms of the determination of the police and the
Director of Public Prosecutions in respect of that campaign workers funding, that members of
Parliament are held to a higher standard of account and that by us as lawmakers not obeying the law
and cooperating with the police we in fact set a very bad precedent to everyone else.
LEONGATHA CHILDREN’S CENTRE
Ms GARRETT (Eastern Victoria) (15:44): Last week I had the privilege of visiting the Leongatha
Children’s Centre, which is an incredibly impressive place looking after a growing number of children,
from babies through to children who are ready to go to school. Paula Holt, who I give a big shout-out
to, has been the director of the centre for 20 years and has made an outstanding contribution to the
South Gippsland community through her tireless work.
Language skills and reading ability are the vital tools children need before they start school. Research
shows that, if a child starts school behind, they tend to stay behind. I am pleased to announce that when
I visited that centre I was able to share the good news that the Andrews Labor government is helping
the centre go to the next level with almost $30 000 in extra funding, which is going to have a real
impact on little lives and their families. The money will buy books for each child to support reading
in the home, and experts such as speech pathologists will work with the teachers to enrich the
children’s language development to make sure that they get the best possible start in life and that when
they go to school they are absolutely school ready.
These kindergarten children are among 20 000 who will benefit from the $58 million program which
has been introduced by the Andrews Labor government to help them be school ready, which is an
Australian first.
TAXATION
Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan) (15:45): Today I rise to acknowledge the
hardworking taxpayers of Victoria, because somebody should. You are the people who are taken for
granted, and each year your burden grows heavier. When you earn your salary, you are taxed. When
you invest money, you are taxed. When you drive your car, you are taxed. When you have a beer with
your friends, when you buy a place to live, when you breathe or scratch yourself, you are taxed. And
then you hear politicians talk about providing things for free. No, these things are not free. You paid
for them, and you are forced to pay for them. And they talk about making investments. No, they are
not investments; you will never see your money again. And they talk about creating jobs, but
governments do not create wealth; they take it from you. One thing they do not talk about is all the
debt and the heavy burden that they are putting on you and your children. Today I acknowledge the
long-suffering taxpayers, who are treated like walking wallets. The Liberal Democrats have not
forgotten you.
MEMBER CONDUCT
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (15:46): The community condemns the Andrews Labor
government for its apparent deliberate obfuscation and flouting of appropriate and acceptable
standards of behaviour in public office by refusing to cooperate with Victoria Police during its
investigation of the red shirts rorts scheme. The Ombudsman found the red shirts rorts scheme was
wrong and an artifice designed to use taxpayer funds for party political purposes. Victorians are rightly
scratching their heads that, despite ripping off Victorian taxpayers to the tune of $388 000 for party
political purposes and using public funds of more than $1 million to obstruct the Ombudsman, no-one
has yet been held to account.
The Premier stated on 28 July last year that he and his Labor MPs would cooperate with police if asked
in relation to their involvement in the red shirts rorts. He said, ‘Everybody should cooperate and
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everybody will’, but nobody actually has. If the Premier and his Labor MPs had nothing to hide over
the red shirts rorts scheme, why did all 16 of the Labor MPs asked by police to attend for formal
interviews deliberately obstruct the Victoria Police investigation and refuse to attend? Serious
questions remain as to what appears to have been a deliberate strategy by the Andrews Labor
government. The stench of the red shirts rorts scandal should, quite rightly, continue to hang over the
Andrews Labor government, and it should be condemned for its brazen contempt of the justice system
and of Victorian taxpayers.
LUNAR NEW YEAR
Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitan) (15:48): I rise today to thank the state government and
various organisations for their hard work during the Lunar New Year. On 5 February just passed we
marked the Lunar New Year for 2019 and the beginning of the year of the pig. It is an important date
on the calendar for people from China, Vietnam, Korea and many other groups with Asian heritage.
While Lunar New Year may appear from an outside view as purely a celebration, there is a much
deeper element that underpins the celebratory season. Lunar New Year is about unity, sharing culture
and harbouring positive relations between one another in the local community. I personally attended
and spoke at these festivals. Hundreds of thousands of Victorians participated, and the number is
growing every year.
I want to highlight the following groups: the St Albans traders association; the Footscray Asian Business
Association; the Victoria Street Business Association; the Vietnamese Community in Australia,
Victorian chapter; the Springvale Asian Business Association; the South Eastern Melbourne Vietnamese
Associations Council; and the Quang Minh Temple. Thanks also to the sponsors and volunteers who
put a tremendous amount of effort into the events that produced unmatched levels of entertainment
and unity. The state government recognises the importance of Lunar New Year and its cultural
significance to our community. That is why it has invested over $700 000 in the last few years in the
aforementioned festival, making this year’s celebration, the year of the pig, one of the best on record.
CLIMATE CHANGE
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (15:50): As members know, I spend much of my life defending
children. They are our greatest asset and must be protected and cherished at all costs. I was particularly
appalled to read in the media this week of taxpayer-funded climate change extremists infiltrating
schools and causing grave angst to kids at a time when they should be enjoying the most worry-free
part of their lives. Terrifying our children with tall tales about the end of the world does political
activists no credit at all, and they should cease. Left-wing extremists are way out of line in using what
is basically psychological abuse of children to advance their dodgy cause.
I suppose it would be a bit much to expect these duplicitous activists of the left to actually tell children
the truth: that none of the climate change industry’s outrageous predictions have come to pass. The
polar caps are still there, as Senator Janet Rice found out for herself when she went down south to see
the impact of global warming and had to be rescued from the ice. There are polar bears still in
abundance, no Pacific islands have sunk and since Tim ‘Sandbags’ Flannery made his ill-fated
prediction about there never being enough rain again, Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland and
South Australia have regularly suffered floods. Enough of terrorising our kids. Extremist loons from
the climate change lobby should leave our kids alone.
BUILDING CLADDING
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (15:51): It has been two weeks since the Neo200 apartment
fire and still nothing has changed. This government still has no proper plan to protect Victorians and
ensure that flammable cladding is immediately removed from all high-risk buildings. Instead it has
relied on its failed voluntary loan scheme, which requires owners to foot the bill for removing the
cladding on their homes that they bought in good faith. This week we have had reports that not a single
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loan has been granted under the scheme so far. We have also heard that some councils are refusing to
administer the loan scheme altogether, saying that the financial and legal risks are just too high.
The government’s proposed solution to this crisis is clearly failing, and yet they have nothing else to
offer Victorians. While calling for a nationwide ban on flammable cladding is welcome, they have
done nothing to actually remove dangerous cladding that is already on buildings in Victoria. I am
hearing from people in affected buildings and they are scared, confused and angry. Builders are going
into liquidation to avoid having to pay for recladding. Owners are having their properties devalued
when they have to take out loans and insurance companies are putting up premiums for these
homeowners. As one resident told me, this is causing chaos for people. The government should take
our lead and establish a cladding safety fund immediately, providing the funds to get rid of the danger.
It should not take a tragedy like Grenfell for this government to take action to make buildings safe.
FATHER BOB MAGUIRE
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (15:53): I would like to acknowledge the continuing and
selfless service to the disadvantaged by Father Bob Maguire, AM, familiarly known as Father Bob,
over the past 40 years. Father Bob, a Roman Catholic priest, has a proud reputation of being a tireless
community worker. Father Bob is also renowned publicly for being a thinker activist in pursuit of a
fairer and more compassionate society. Father Bob ran the parish of Sts Peter and Paul’s in South
Melbourne from 1973 until 2012, when he was forced to retire prematurely in spite of his enduring
devotion to the needs of those most at risk. The parish was home to many refugees and disadvantaged
members of the community. It was here where Father Bob was inspired by his parishioners’ shared
sense of love and respect, and in his typically deferential style he has proclaimed they taught him more
than he imparted in return. These seminal experiences ultimately led to his establishment of the Father
Bob Maguire Foundation.
This secular foundation, open to people of all backgrounds, aims to provide a support network for the
community’s most disadvantaged through meals and food, education, advocacy and innovation
programs, including the provision of environmentally friendly and sustainable accommodation.
Service is provided without ego, with a purposeful approach to facilitate the equal exchange of dignity
and respect with the community member in need. I can assure the chamber, after meeting Father Bob
last week, that he remains active in community work in Southern Metropolitan Region as chair of the
Father Bob Maguire Foundation. May he continue to shine a light on our community— (Time expired)
TOORAK ROAD, KOOYONG, LEVEL CROSSING
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (15:54): The arrogance of Daniel Andrews and contempt
for communities was on display for all Victorians to see last week. The announcement last Wednesday
by the Premier and the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Jacinta Allen, that the Toorak Road level
crossing would be sky rail took local residents and the local tier of government, the Stonnington City
Council, by complete surprise. After all, it was Jacinta Allen who said in this Parliament in May of
last year that the Stonnington council would be consulted on all aspects of the removal of this particular
crossing.
Daniel Andrews and his government think they can just bulldoze their way through communities with
their attitude of ‘we know best’. Their tick and flick approach to getting things done comes at a cost.
Government debt is doubling, infrastructure project costs are blowing out and hardworking Victorians
are constantly being slugged by the highest taxing government in the country. It is becoming
abundantly apparent that this government refuses to take into consideration what is important for any
decent democracy—consultation. What a contrast to the former coalition government who worked
with the council, residents and affected businesses for the removal of the Burke Road level crossing,
a very complex crossing that involved tram tracks, access to the Monash Freeway, dual-lane roads,
communication cables, environmental and amenity structures and high traffic volume. Yet it was
funded and designed as rail under road.
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The behaviour of this government is an utter disgrace. This Premier and this minister should be
condemned for their arrogant attitude and actions, for the mistruths they have told in this Parliament
and for their complete disregard for decent governance.
MORELAND CITIZENSHIP CEREMONY
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (15:56): On the morning of 26 January, Australia Day,
it was my pleasure and honour to attend the Moreland City Council’s citizenship ceremony hosted by
the mayor, Cr Natalie Abboud. Also present were several of my parliamentary colleagues, federal and
state. I love to attend citizenship ceremonies, because they are joyful events. These ceremonies are
even more significant when they are held on Australia Day, both for the recipients and me, and this
year there were many new Australians present on the day, all eagerly awaiting their citizenship
certificates and all with bright, friendly smiles on their faces. It was a great day for everyone present. I
wish to thank Moreland council officers for organising this very special occasion on a very special day.
WILLIAM ANGLISS INSTITUTE
Mr ELASMAR: On another matter, it was with great pleasure that I attended a free TAFE for
priority courses initiative launch at the William Angliss Institute in La Trobe Street in the city. Minister
Gayle Tierney and I, along with other guests, were treated to a tour of their commercial kitchen facility.
I was very impressed by the energy and enthusiasm of all the people involved in the project, and I
thought what a wonderful opportunity it was for talented and focused catering students to attain their
dreams of becoming a commercial chef without the burden of unaffordable fees.
SRI LANKA INDEPENDENCE DAY
Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan) (15:57): On 4 February 2019 I was pleased to attend the
71st Independence Day of Sri Lanka celebration event. This was organised by the Consulate General
of Sri Lanka and supported by the Victorian Multicultural Commission. This historic occasion was a
wonderful evening spent celebrating 71 years of Sri Lankan independence and experiencing its
beautiful and enriching culture along with other MPs who also attended this event. The event also
acknowledged the 2018 VCE high achievers of Sri Lankan background for their extraordinary VCE
results. I wish to congratulate them and wish them all the best for their future studies. I take this
opportunity to thank the Sri Lankan community for their hospitality and the great contributions they
make in Victoria. I look forward to attending many future events with them to celebrate our diversity.
MARIBYRNONG CITY COUNCIL
Ms VAGHELA: On another matter, recently I had the pleasure of meeting with the Maribyrnong
City Council chief executive officer, Mr Stephen Wall, and the mayor, Cr Martin Zakharov. It was a
great opportunity to hear firsthand some of the priorities and the challenges the Maribyrnong City
Council have identified. The City of Maribyrnong is transforming at a rapid rate. The population is
expected to grow considerably. This growth continues to present opportunities and challenges for the
council. I look forward to working closely with the Maribyrnong City Council and other councils in
Western Metropolitan Region to assist with their projects in delivering the commitments of the
Andrews Labor government.
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Address to Parliament
GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed on motion of Ms TAYLOR:
That the Council agree to the following address to the Governor in reply to the Governor’s opening speech:
May it please the Governor:
We, the Legislative Council of Victoria assembled in Parliament, express our loyalty to Australia and the
people of Victoria, and thank you for the speech which you have made to the Parliament.
We declare that we will faithfully carry out the important duties entrusted to us by the people of Victoria, to
advance the best interests of all sections of the community.

Mr QUILTY (Northern Victoria) (15:59): As you are now all aware, the libertarians have arrived,
which is good news for the lovers of freedom but not so good for those of you who want to use the
government to force your will on others. Smaller government, lower taxes, greater personal freedom—
these are not just slogans. It is the idea that we as adults have the right to make choices for ourselves.
And it does not matter whether you approve of our choices or not; they are ours to make. If you take
away our freedom to choose, you have turned us into slaves—taxpaying drones for your grand
government projects. This is the totalitarian future that we fight against.
I am not, as it is now the custom to say, a member of the political class. I never expected to be standing
here making this speech. I am a mild-mannered accountant from the bush. If things were right in
Australia, in Victoria, I would never have run for Parliament. But things are not right. Make no
mistake, I plan to make waves, throw grenades and ruffle feathers on behalf of the people of northern
Victoria.
The voters of Victoria strain under the weight government presses upon them. We are tired of your
taxes. We are tired of your rules and your red tape strangling innovation and growth. Regional Victoria
is sick of rules made in Melbourne, for Melbourne, that press down with undue force on the regions,
on the towns and on the farms. There was a time when country people could just ignore silly rules
made in the city, but now Melbourne foolishness is enforced everywhere. I am here to demand you
take your foot off our necks.
You see the crossbench sitting here has increased to 11. I know that some of you believe this is a oneoff, a blip, that next election it will return to normal. But this is no blip. The voters are tired of business
as usual. They are looking for change. This is not a problem you can solve by tweaking the Electoral
Act. Change, or the voters will deliver Cromwell’s verdict upon you:
You have sat here too long for any good you have been doing lately … Depart, I say, and let us have done
with you. In the name of God, go.

I was not born a Victorian. I moved to Wodonga around seven years ago. I came originally from a
farm near Adelong, a small town in the foothills of the Snowy Mountains in southern New South
Wales, although I do have family ties to northern Victoria—my grandfather was born and raised near
Violet Town and, as I have recently discovered, my grandmother on the other side was born in
Corryong. Her ancestors came from small communities around Wodonga—Yackandandah, Eldorado,
Nariel, Walwa—so in a way my move to northern Victoria was a homecoming.
I spent a little time tracing my family tree recently. The bulk of my heritage is Celtic—Irish, Scots,
Cornish and Manx. I attribute my stubborn nature—some would say bloody-minded pigheadedness—to a long line of contrary Celts, people who would not do as ordered. I have no doubt
that this is what makes me libertarian. I will not do as I am told, and I am far from alone in this attitude
amongst regional Victorians. On one side my boys are the eighth generation of my family born in
Australia. There was a long line of people starting with nothing—each generation achieving a little
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more, making a platform for the next generation to stand on. On the other side my boys are the first
generation. While I have no stories of fleeing tyranny of my own, when my sons study their family
history they will find family tales of suffering under communism. I hope it steels their resolve to
oppose government tyranny in Australia.
Growing up in New South Wales in the 1990s, Sydney was Australia’s premier city and Victoria was
an economic basket case, with people fleeing across the border. Now the tables have turned.
Melbourne is again the leading city in Australia, Sydney is choking under the weight of its own
boredom and people are migrating back to Victoria—competitive federalism in action. Twenty-five
years of truly incompetent government in New South Wales has squandered the lead and allowed
Victoria, with merely bad government over the same time, to edge back ahead.
I am certainly now a true northern Victorian. Wodonga is a 3½-hour drive north of here—or about
two weeks if you catch the train. Luckily the trip to my electorate office in Seymour is shorter—it is
only a 2-hour drive. Seymour, Wodonga—same-same if you are from the big city; it is all beyond the
smashed avocado curtain.
Regional Victorians can be forgiven for sometimes wondering whether the people of Melbourne know
anything of the regions or whether they care. Most people who live in the capitals seem to have no
idea about life outside their cities, which would be fine if they did not try to meddle in our lives. But
they do. Country Victorians are tired of being treated like children. Every law that comes out of the
Victorian Parliament applies equally across the state, but Victorians are not all the same. So often
legislation is designed by and for people who would only ever be seen north of Coburg if they fell
asleep on a tram. Let me give you some examples. Rule makers in Melbourne cannot understand the
need to increase speed limits, because they never spend long hours on country roads, keeping their
eyes open with matchsticks. When you do not get over 30 kilometres an hour in your morning
commute, you cannot understand the empty, open road stretching ahead hour after hour. City people
want to send water down the Murray to evaporate in the lower lakes of South Australia while, with
the irrigation rights removed, our own small country towns wither and die. They want to ban hunting,
a pastime with a 60 000-year history in this country. They want to ban noise suppressors on firearms,
a policy that contributes to farmers going deaf. New national parks, decreed by city-based
environmentalists who have never gotten their shoes dusty or muddy, will lock country people out of
our land and end the livelihoods of farmers and timber workers and the hobbies of prospectors and
campers.
Our children are driven out of our towns because there is no work. People who are at no risk from
bushfires and simply do not understand what it is like in the bush make up the rules to stop clearing
and controlled burning. Decisions around national parks and controlled burning are made by citybased Greens who will never go near the scorched devastation and death that follows directly from
their policies.
If some of the decisions coming from this place were not so serious for us, they might be funny. Getting
advice from the Greens about managing northern Victoria is like getting advice from someone from
Yackandandah about organic cold-pressed lattes. If the people of Wodonga, Bendigo, Mildura,
Wangaratta and Shepparton dictated the lives of Melburnians the way that you dictate our lives, there
would be riots in the streets. Imagine if we blocked off a section of Melbourne and said you could not
work there because of a rare and attractive pigeon. What if we decided to regulate latte art patterns?
Imagine if we decided that your leaf blowers should not have any form of noise suppressors.
The ultimate solution to this problem might be ‘Rexit’—the regions of New South Wales and Victoria
separating from their city-based overlords and forming new states. I am happy to nominate Wodonga
as a brand-new regional state capital, a place governed by people who actually know about the
community they live in. Until we build a new Parliament House on the banks of the Murray we can
convene in the Wodonga RSL.
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If seceding the region of Northern Victoria from the state sounds a bit extreme, the reason behind the
idea is not extreme at all. The people of northern Victoria want their voices to be heard. We will not
stand by any longer while city people who know nothing about us try to destroy our economies, our
culture and our way of life. I understand that some of you here will not agree with my politics, but my
message for you today is above politics. My message from the people of northern Victoria is: please
listen to us. We know and care about the places that we live in just as passionately as you care about
the places you live in. Listen to us.
In the meantime I am here to be a voice for the regions, for country people, for rules that will fit our
regional lives, not just your urban ones. I will stand up for law-abiding firearm owners and support
sensible, evidence-based firearm laws. I will oppose new national parks. I will fight for farmers and
the regions. I will push for decentralising the public service to put jobs and government money back
into the regions where it comes from. I will fight for sensible speed limits, for the rights of car
enthusiasts, for drug law reform and for the end of prohibition. Everywhere the government steps on
the rights of individuals to choose, I will speak out. For each law and regulation I ask you to take it
into your hands and ask yourself, ‘Does this spark joy?’. If not, throw it out and let us live in peace.
At this point I want to take a moment to apologise to my family. While I am having this adventure
they will be the ones paying the price. My wife, Olga, having followed me halfway around the world,
has already had to put up with quite a lot from me in 14 years of married life. She has allowed me to
spend my time tilting at windmills instead of doing something useful and has been picking up my
slack. She is now going to be carrying even more of that weight. To Olga, I am sorry, and I love you.
My two boys, Fred and Misha, my two little freedom fighters, were my biggest supporters during the
campaign, delivering leaflets to mailboxes all over the neighbourhood and handing out how-to-vote
cards at pre-poll—the ‘more freedom cards’ as they called them. In the mornings Misha would ask
me, ‘Papa, are we going to give out more freedom to people today?’. That is what we are here for, boys!
The two of them are not yet really aware of just how much their father is going to be absent from their
lives for the days and weeks as they grow up, a process that has already begun. So boys, sorry, and
freedom!
Thank you to my parents, who are here today. It has not always been smooth sailing but having my
own children has helped to bridge the gaps. I also want to mention a number of people who have
helped and supported me over the years: Senator Leyonhjelm, who has joined us here today, is not
everyone’s cup of tea, but I consider him a friend. I will also thank WA Liberal Democrat MLC Aaron
Stonehouse for his support; John Humphreys, who recruited me into the party back in 2003; Duncan
Spender, Terje Peterson, and I am sure there are many more of the party old guard; Gabe Buckley, our
recently retired national president—the vegan anarchist; our Victorian election team Nathan, Les,
Kirsty, Lachlan, Louise—our hard-core libertarian conscience—Adam, Robert, Brenton and Rob; Iain
King, my running mate in Northern Victoria Region; Sonia Buckley up in East Gippsland; and all the
rest, and of course David Limbrick, my new comrade in the fight for liberty. A few others deserve a
mention. To my former work colleagues, who managed to at least give a good impersonation of being
sad to see me go, I will miss you too, sort of, and I cherish the T-shirt. The cast of characters from the
Wodonga prepoll, a two-week endurance challenge that pitted the canvassers against the elements—
boiling sun, freezing cold, wind and rain, overly officious local government parking inspectors and
indifferent passers-by; a scene that was repeated across the state—and all the people passionate enough
to give up their own time doing the thankless task of making our democracy work. All the minor
parties that were a part of getting us here, though they are not here themselves this time—all
representing disaffected voters. Let me speak also for you, and maybe after the next election the
crossbench will be even more diverse.
Let me conclude by repeating myself: the right of the individual to make their own choices is
fundamental to human dignity. Get out of our way and let us live our lives as we choose. Freedom!
Members applauded.
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Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan) (16:18): I wish to begin by acknowledging the traditional
owners of the land upon which we meet, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pay my
respects to their elders past and present. Thank you, President, and congratulations on your
appointment. I would also like to congratulate all members.
I stand here today before you all with an immense amount of pride. Elected to represent the western
suburbs, a community that I have such a deep personal, professional and political connection too, it is
an honour and a privilege as well as a dream come true.
I wish to start by thanking the people who voted for me. And there are a number of people who deserve
my thanks and my gratitude. My family—my mother, my five children, my brothers and sisters—who
have always loved and supported me, giving me nothing but the truth, however hard that may be to
hear. My friends who have always been there, supporting me through the challenging times and
helping me to celebrate the best of times, and for the countless hours that they have helped with
election campaigns.
I thank the members of my electorate for trusting me to represent them. I will work hard to represent
you and to justify that trust. Within my electorate there are many community leaders who I am
honoured to know. From our Indigenous and ethnic groups to our business leaders, you allowed me
into your lives and I have learned so much from all of you, including resilience, acceptance and
embracing our differences. The many people in local government—counsellors, administrators—from
whom I have learnt so much. And the many strong women who have already led by example, who
have blazed the trail for me to follow or have walked with me along the way, at times lending a
shoulder to cry on.
I am the proud daughter of Margaret and Colin Cumming, born in the Williamstown Hospital, the
youngest of six children. My family home was in Bunbury Street in Footscray, largely surrounded by
industry and with a beautiful view of the city. My playground was the Maribyrnong River. As children
we canoed in this historic river but we did not swim. My father warned us against swimming due to
the occasional shark attracted by the blood pumped from the abattoir into the saltwater river.
One of my earliest childhood memories was my mother taking me to an Aboriginal elder in Keilor. I
played with sticks in his lounge room as my mother talked. As we were saying goodbye he placed his
very large, weathered hands gently upon my head. I looked up at him and he looked at my mother and
he told her I was a cockatoo and that my spirit came from the Maribyrnong River. Well, this story
stayed with me as wherever I travel I always feel like I am home when I cross the Maribyrnong River.
I often wondered what it meant to be a cockatoo. Recently I spoke to Uncle Larry, a respected
Aboriginal elder in the Footscray community. He explained that the cockatoo is considered the
messenger. It is their job to collect messages from far and wide and deliver them to whomever they
are meant for. The message may be delivered as a feather on the ground or you may hear the messenger
call out, and they are telling you, ‘Not now’, ‘Don’t worry, the help you need is coming’, or just, ‘Take
the time to stop and think’. I thank you, Uncle Larry.
My education began at St Monica’s Primary School in Footscray, a school with 105 pupils from
52 different nationalities. It was the 1970s. The Vietnamese community was just settling in after the
Vietnam War. I continued at Christ the King in Braybrook, an all-girls school with a primary school
attached. The land on which the school is built is small and mainly concrete. Sport was played after
walking up the road to Churchill Avenue. There was no library in Braybrook at the time. At a whole
school assembly the then Premier, Joan Kirner, AC, came to visit and encouraged the girls to get
involved in politics. Premier Kirner called for questions. The room went quiet and I felt the need to
say something. I got to my feet and, although I cannot recall the question, the whole school looked on.
A teacher later gave me a pat on the back and said, ‘Well done’. My friends questioned if I was
embarrassed, and I said, ‘No, somebody has to do it’. Somebody had to do it, and I guess that is how
it all began.
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My paternal grandfather was born and raised in Scotland—just 16 years old when he enlisted to fight
in the First World War. After the war ended he was offered a soldier settlement in the Mallee. My
maternal grandmother travelled to Australia by ship to meet him. They married and they had three
children. The Mallee was hot and unforgiving. They lost a baby daughter and decided to move to
South Melbourne. My father did not like school and left at the age of 14 to work in the Melbourne
dockyards, before he took up tram driving.
During the Second World War my maternal grandfather was taken from his village in Germany
because he was protecting the Jewish community. He was sent to the Russian front and never returned.
After the war ended my mother travelled to Australia from Germany. Mum settled in South Yarra with
other German immigrants and began working as a tram conductor. That is where she met my father,
a tram driver. After they married my parents lived for many years in Williamstown before moving the
family to Bunbury Street, Footscray, when I was 10 months old. Dad worked for the Williamstown
and Footscray councils as a gardener in the botanical gardens and as a lifeguard at the Footscray pool.
Amongst my fondest childhood memories is playing in the cold pool while waiting for my dad to
finish work. To help support my family my mum started a second-hand business by dragging furniture
from the Footscray tip. She also washed people’s clothes, and she caught and skinned rabbits to feed
us all.
In the late 1980s Footscray council decided to buy all the land between Footscray and Dynon roads
fronting the Maribyrnong River for a private development called the Quay West project. My family
home was amongst the parcels of land, and my mother was adamant that compulsory acquisition
should be for the benefit of the greater community and not for the benefit of a developer. Compulsory
acquisition is usually reserved for the building of a hospital, a school, public roads or transport
infrastructure. The day before Christmas the council served me, at just 16, with the compulsory
acquisition papers. When my parents arrived home that evening they were obviously very upset, my
father choosing to stay home and guard the property rather than attend the family Christmas at my
sister’s. It may be hard for you to understand how much this upset my father. On 20 January 1989 he
had a massive heart attack and died at the age of 54. After my father passed, my mother continued to
fight the council. She was right, and the then state government was forced to pass the Footscray Land
(Amendment) Act in 1990 so that it could eventually take our family home.
My mother, Margaret, is extremely generous, community minded and, if you have not figured it out
by now, a strong, independent and resourceful woman. I am pleased that Mum is here today, at the
age of 85, in the gallery with members of my family and friends. I know she feels very proud. It is my
mum to whom I attribute my strong sense of caring for the community. Mum instilled this into me and
my siblings constantly by helping and standing up for those in need. My father gave me many things,
especially my sense of humour, as my German mother has none. Dad always said, ‘Don’t you ever
think that as a woman you can’t do anything’. He said, ‘You can do anything you want’. January this
year was the 30th anniversary of his passing, and I am sure he is here with me today and very proud
of all that I have achieved.
During the 1980s Mum set up her second-hand business in Footscray before moving her business in
the local area a few times until the family bought a building on the corner of Geelong Road and Barkly
Street in Footscray, commonly known as Green’s Corner or the Imperial Art Palace.
I love learning, and while I have no problem with comprehension, while at school I struggled with
reading and spelling. In my final year of high school I made an appointment to meet a careers adviser,
as I felt that I should leave school. My reasoning was that I was not achieving the results to get into
university, and I wanted to study natural medicine. He queried the areas I had difficulty with and
recommended testing, and I was diagnosed as being dyslexic. Fortunately I received appropriate
support and was able to continue with my education as planned. I studied traditional Chinese medicine
and acupuncture, initially at a private college in Camberwell, and I later completed my degree at
Victoria University in St Albans.
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I have worked hard all my life, including while I studied. In my younger years I worked in a modelling
school teaching deportment, as a supermarket cashier, at carnivals and in clubs and bars. At 19, keen
to broaden my experience, I joined the Army Reserve as a medic and a preventative medicine
technician. I was also licensed to drive 10-tonne trucks. I proudly served our country for 10 years as a
reservist. In my early 20s I opened the first of my many businesses—a cafe in Yarraville. Since then I
have owned and run several cafes and Chinese medicine clinics in Melbourne’s west.
My love of the western suburbs runs deep. I am a true born-and-bred westie, proud of my wonderful
community. But as a young adult driving in the eastern suburbs for my studies and to meet friends I
could not help but notice the differences—the big parks, the leafy streets, the well-maintained
buildings and the extensive public transport. When I interacted with people from the eastern suburbs
and told them that I came from the west their reaction was a flat, ‘Oh’. I would openly question where
that reaction came from. I realised that people from the east had a view that my home in the western
suburbs was lesser than theirs, often having formed their opinion without ever having visited the west.
I questioned, ‘Why does the west look so different? Why are our infrastructure and public amenities
so poor? Why are our communities effectively viewed and treated like the poor cousins of
Melbourne?’. The political path was a natural choice for me. In early 1997, in the final year of my
health science degree and while completing my corporal’s training, I ran as an Independent for the
newly formed Maribyrnong council. I knocked on 5000 doors and was elected. I proudly served
consecutively for 21 years, winning seven elections. In my last election I received 35 per cent of the
vote, getting the quota with no preferences needed. I also served two terms as the mayor, elected by
my peers. I ran for state government a number of times in the lower house, each time trying to highlight
social issues important to my local community.
During those 21 years I gave birth to my five beautiful children: Willem, Violet, Zara, Xavier and
James. Over that time I have had people close to me suffer mental illness and drug addiction, I have
seen close friends lose their children and I have been a victim of domestic violence. Believe me when
I say I have seen firsthand how these social issues truly affect individuals and families and
communities and how stretched the police and the community support services are.
Today you have heard just a few of my experiences that have formed the person I am here today.
These, alongside my 21 years as an elected member of local government, is why I stand here before
you. The thread that has run throughout my experiences, my number one driver, my passion, is helping
people to help themselves. However, the number one ingredient in helping people to help themselves
is listening to what people actually want and giving them the opportunity to be part of that change.
Unfortunately there are members of our community who feel disengaged with politics, and some even
feel angry when they are required to vote. I believe this is because our government is telling them
rather than consulting and including them.
The community are sick of the two-party system and of politicians behaving badly. If there were only
two football teams in the AFL, why would you watch it? I stand here today with a very large
crossbench of extraordinary, caring people—an example that the community wants the Parliament to
keep up with the times. They wish for us to act professionally, to be respectful to each other. They do
not want us to interject or call each other names. They want respectful and healthy debate.
Robert Murphy, the former Bulldogs captain, remarked to me that he does not want me to start
sounding like every other politician. I will remain true to my community. I will continue to speak just
as my community speaks to me. I consider myself a centre politician who wishes to hear both sides of
an argument to form a balanced and fair plan for moving forward. As an Independent I am not tied to
party policies or agendas. I am allowed to respond to the community’s actual needs, and that is an
extremely freeing feeling.
As a member for Western Metropolitan Region I represent one of the most diverse and one of the
fastest growing areas in this country. Our needs are understandably many. I am pleased to note that
the current state government considers large infrastructure projects a priority, because there are still so
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many more projects like these to be delivered in the western suburbs of Melbourne. I also acknowledge
the current commitment to the Footscray Hospital and planning for a new Melton hospital, a mental
health inquiry and the local government rates review.
I am coming here with a 20-year list of things that I have had to watch not get done. You name it, I
want it fixed; the west deserves the best. In particular I aim to help the most vulnerable members of
our community through improving health services and community safety. Higher levels of care for
our veterans, the elderly and the disabled are urgently needed. We need improved services and better
accessibility to these services. We need to develop a more comprehensive medical model to tackle
drug addiction.
Residents in the west are significantly more likely to experience obesity and less likely to engage in
physical activity, and there is a higher proportion of residents with chronic diseases and disabilities.
The community facilities available in the west are frequently ageing and in poor condition. We
desperately need a long-overdue increase in spending on community infrastructure. These upgrades
include creating hubs where people can socialise, engage in physical activity and receive support and
investing in initiatives to tackle youth boredom and help the young to engage with their local
communities and their education. We need positive places where people can socialise without feeling
the need to hang around, for example, pokie machines.
Please allow me to be blunt. I hate pokies and would love to ban them, but if this government is so
addicted to the revenue it takes, I would hope at the very least that the gambling revenue that comes
out of my community is spent back in the local area. We can create more jobs by providing the
infrastructure that the west needs. Job security is important to both our younger and our older
communities. The struggle to find secure employment opportunities is well known. Jobs and recreation
are needed for people where they live.
Our communities need to feel safe and we need to keep them safe, including by having more police
on our streets with better resources. It is crazy to think that they do not have modern mobile technology
at their fingertips and that a police station often only has four laptops for all its members. We are in
times when more CCTV cameras are needed in our community spaces, as well as safety bollards for
large community events.
Since my childhood I have been concerned about waste. Recycling has always been a big passion of
mine. Unfortunately when it comes to how we deal with our waste, I believe that Australia has not just
dropped the ball but has kicked it out of the park. In the early 1980s I went to Germany with my
mother—her first time back home. Germany had well-established systems of communal recycling and
a strong culture of looking after its environment, and I felt inspired. Visiting China in the 1990s, they
had engaged German waste specialists to develop long-term policies to deal with their waste. Items
such as disposable nappies are not part of Chinese culture.
Of course the human challenge has always been to live in harmony, both with each other and with the
environment. For the last 20 years I have sat on waste boards and have been consulted numerous times
by various state governments regarding solutions to waste problems. The consultations became talk fests,
and every state government during that time lacked the political will to make it a number one priority.
I grew up during the 1970s and the 1980s with campaigns such as Keep Australia Beautiful, focusing
on ‘Do the Right Thing’ and binning your rubbish. We dutifully binned everything, later recycling,
recovering and sorting. Unfortunately we have hit a point where sorting and resource recovery are
almost impossible. I live close to rivers and the stunning beaches of Melbourne, and over the last
10 years I have noticed a considerable increase in plastic floating in the water and clogging up our
beaches. We are drinking and eating plastic.
Past governments have been too slow and not forceful enough in tackling the problem. We are now
20 years behind where we should be, and the saddest thing is that it did not need to be like this. We
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have allowed big business to make products that last one season and are cheaper to throw out than to
fix. We have been left with an extraordinary amount of e-waste and now coffee cups. Addicted to ease
and comfort, as a country we have embraced the disposable lifestyle at the expense of our future. We
cannot keep this up. We cannot expect things to change if we do not make the changes. We have hit a
point of crisis. We need to move beyond sorting and recycling.
One solution is to divert our organic waste and create nutrient-rich compost soil for our future food.
At least in the short term serious consideration needs to be given to incinerating rubbish that has no
value. This has the potential to create energy sources and deal with the sheer volume of the problem.
Rather than individual councils and campaigns, it is going to need a statewide approach with regional
contracts if we are to have any chance of getting the amount of waste that has built up out of our
environment.
Travelling to school and work within the community takes far too long in the west. We need safer
means for people to travel around their communities, especially when walking and cycling. A heavy
number of trucks travel through the west each day and night. I support trucks having designated routes
and speed restrictions, as this has proven to increase safety in Europe. Why this has not been taken up
is beyond me.
The west urgently needs a significant shift in state policy to address the critical need for affordable
housing. We need better use of vacant and disused land. Most public housing is well beyond its useby date. We need to be forward thinking when it comes to funding models, reforming state taxes,
including our land tax and stamp duty, and further reforming our local council rating system. The last
state government reviewed the Local Government Act 1989 and recommended some changes. In its
current form it does not go far enough to change the council rating system. Councils only have two
choices, and both of them are archaic. They do not reflect a modern tax system.
We need to make sure that the review of the act is not rushed through. We need to make sure that it is
thorough and that it will stand the test of time. The Valuation of Land Act 1960 also needs to be
reviewed and changed to make council rates a fairer system for all. I acknowledge this is a long list;
however, I also know that this is what my community wants, because I have been listening to and
representing my community for 22 years.
Throughout my terms on council I consistently worked towards progressive and innovative solutions
to benefit my community. Even though I love to talk, my biggest joy is listening to others and having
their words form my views. This is my role as a member of this Parliament. I am merely the messenger
of my community—a cockatoo, if you wish. As well as that, I will never be afraid of hard work or
putting up a good fight for something that I believe in. Just like that secondary school girl standing
before Joan Kirner, I still believe somebody has to do it. I am happy for that to be me in partnership
with my community.
Finally, let me leave you with a quote that I feel sums up my commitment to my electorate. They are
words by well-known author and researcher Professor Brené Brown:
Integrity is choosing courage over comfort; choosing what is right over what is fun, fast or easy; and choosing
to practice our values rather than simply professing them.

Go Doggies! Thank you.
Members applauded.
Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture,
Minister for Resources) (16:49): I move:
That debate on this matter be adjourned until later this day.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned until later this day.
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Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION
Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan) (16:49): I move:
That the consideration of notice of motion, government business, 10, be postponed until later this day.

Motion agreed to.
Bills
SAFE PATIENT CARE (NURSE TO PATIENT AND MIDWIFE TO PATIENT RATIOS)
AMENDMENT BILL 2018
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Mr JENNINGS:
That the bill be now read a second time.

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (16:50): I am absolutely delighted to be able to rise and
speak this afternoon to the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios)
Amendment Bill 2018. I say that because I was expecting to do so in the last Parliament, back in
September, but I did not get the opportunity.
Ms Mikakos: You shouldn’t have filibustered then.
Ms CROZIER: Ms Mikakos interjects already, and I will come to that point in a minute. I find it
extraordinary, and I have just had a guarantee from the—
Members interjecting.
Ms CROZIER: If I can continue, as I said, I am very pleased to be able to speak to this, because I
wanted to speak back in September—I will get to that point in a minute that the minister, who cannot
help herself, interjects about—because this bill is about those aspects that relate to patient care. It
relates to both the nursing and the midwifery professions, which I have experience in. As a former
nurse and midwife I feel very passionate about understanding legislation that directly affects that
workforce and those people that work in the area, of which I know many and with whom I am in
constant communication about various issues, whether they are constituents or whether they contact
me about some piece of legislation like this that they feel will affect them.
What we do know in relation to this bill is it will provide a new rounding method for determining
staffing in specified circumstances; stipulate how nurse-to-patient or midwife-to-patient ratios are to
be determined in relation to mixed wards in which different ratios are otherwise applicable; change
the nurse-to-patient or midwife-to-patient ratios applying to palliative care inpatient units, special care
nurseries and birthing suites; provide for a nurse-to-patient ratio in relation to oncology wards, acute
stroke wards, resuscitation beds in emergency departments and haematology wards; and enable, in
specified circumstances, both nurses and midwives to staff a ward for the purpose of meeting staffing
requirements for special care nurseries and postnatal wards.
This bill, as I said, is essentially what we debated in the 58th Parliament, but there is an important
element. It might seem like a small amendment, but in fact it is actually a very important one. If you
want to rewrite history, Minister, it is important to note that, if this bill had been passed in the previous
Parliament, then I believe it would not have delivered its intended purpose—to enable those nurses
and midwives who conduct their work around the state every day, 24 hours a day, to practise.
If I could just remind members, the debate came on at 11.30 at night on the very last sitting day of the
58th Parliament. There is history in relation to why the Parliament adjourned at midnight, and that was
a decision of the house. I think it is a bit cheap of the government to sort of ask to rewrite history. I
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want to get on record—and I would hope that members of the union and others would actually
understand—what the house intended. I know that there was a letter written to the former shadow
Minister for Health, Ms Wooldridge, and then a response to explain to the union just what went on. I
thought it was somewhat disappointing that the members of the coalition and the crossbench were
highlighted in a communiqué from the Australian Nursing & Midwifery Federation in relation to this,
which talked about us ‘killing the bill’. In actual fact, if it had gone through, as I said, it would not
have been as good as this bill is today—as it was intended to be.
I think that is important to note, because as those people that contacted me said, they were in
communication with the government for some time about their concerns about how it would affect
them in their workplace and how it would affect them in terms of their professionalism and their ability
to practise as midwives in special care nurseries. So I am very pleased that that flawed bill from the
last Parliament has been rectified and that those midwives—those excellent midwives that provide the
care in special care nurseries—are now recognised, because if it had got past at the death hour of the
last Parliament, those excellent midwives who provide that care would have had their skills and
experience not recognised, and I think that would have been shameful and would have caused
unnecessary concern to many of them. So I think it was, as I said, entirely disappointing that that came
out and that the opposition and the crossbench were blamed for the government bringing on a bill at
11.30 at night—
Mr Gepp interjected.
Ms CROZIER: If it was such a priority, Mr Gepp—
Mr Gepp: Because you filibustered all day.
Ms CROZIER: No. Let’s go back. There were seven bills listed on the sheet—
Members interjecting.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Patten): Order! Please, Ms Crozier, can we just continue
without buying into this debate.
Ms CROZIER: Well, I think it is important to put on record the number of bills that were listed.
If it was such a high priority of the government, then it should have been brought on earlier in the
week and not at 11.30 at night. As I said, it is actually quite a coincidence that the government did stall
at midnight, because it went back to the drawing board and actually rectified the flawed bill that it
introduced into this Parliament. Just to reiterate why that is so important, it is because the Australian
College of Midwives in October 2017 wrote to the minister and highlighted, in relation to substituted
section 27 in the bill, that the generic term of ‘nurse’ resulting in midwives being excluded from the
act would have actually had the consequence of excluding them from their employment in special care
nurseries. As someone who worked at the Royal Women’s Hospital for 10 years, I know the dedication
those midwives provide to some of the sickest and most vulnerable of babies, whether they are
premature or term born with complications. They may be babies born to mothers who are withdrawing
from drugs. From my recollection—and I know it was some time ago—the dedication and care
midwives provide to those newborns is second to none, and I want to place on record again my support
for them and the work they do, and indeed for all nurses across the state who provide tremendous care
and support to Victorians.
I have worked in hospitals in metropolitan Melbourne and I have worked in hospitals in country
Victoria, so I do have some understanding of the difference between the two and I want to come to
my next point in relation to some of the issues raised with me around the concerns. Whilst we all
support appropriate delivery of care and for nurses to have a workload that meets the demands of those
patients, various submissions in relation to this bill highlight that there could be some inflexibility for
some regional hospitals, and I want to draw that to the minister’s attention in the committee stage.
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I just want to get back to what I was saying about some of the submissions that were made in relation
to concerns raised. There was that element about having a look at flexibility to optimise care and the
financial implications for the various health services and how that will impact on their ability to deliver
safe patient care. I think we are all in agreement that we want to—of course we want to—have safe
patient care and allow our nurses and midwives to deliver that. This bill goes towards enabling that to
occur, but let us look at the bill to understand the consequences and if there are any restrictions on
hospitals and healthcare services around the state.
I will just return to some of the elements about special care nurseries, because this was raised with the
minister. The minister was notified of the concerns and she spoke about the patient ratio
implementation task force that the government has set up, which was to provide advice on
improvements to nurse-to-patient and midwife-to-patient ratios. That task force did provide those
recommendations, but it is my understanding that they have never been made public. I think the public
has a right to understand why that is the case, why those recommendations were not made public, what
was the rationale and certainly how those final conclusions were therefore made in relation to this bill.
Did it take into consideration the submissions that were provided? I understand that around
80 submissions were provided in relation to feedback on this and trying to understand the implications.
The last thing we want to do is to pass legislation that is going to hinder the ability of health services
to deliver that safe patient care, especially in rural and regional areas. Over the last few weeks the
centralised banking system issue has been brought to my attention. Rural hospitals and health systems
are really going to be impacted by a centralised banking system, which the government wants. This
will take away the enormous ability for those regional towns to be able to really focus on what they
want to do, which is to provide care to those local communities and patients and people who rely on
them so heavily. That is one of the unintended consequences of a centralised banking system—it will
impact on a lot of small rural and regional health services. Mrs McArthur is in the chamber. She and
other colleagues like Ms Staley and Ms Britnell have raised with me their concerns. Hospitals have
spoken to them about these very concerns. What will this mean? What will the impact be on the local
communities? How will that funding impact on the ability of those services to deliver their care? These
are the sorts of decisions that we need to thoroughly understand. How will it be in small rural and
regional hospitals? How will they be able to deliver the services if they do not have flexibility? I know
that this has been raised, and I will again raise it with the minister in the committee stage.
The other issue I want to raise is the impact of the bill in relation to some of the decisions made by the
Department of Health and Human Services and also the union’s ability to actually undertake what they
need to do according to the legislation. How will it actually be monitored? How will it be provided to
the minister of the day? How will decisions in relation to the publication of mixed beds in hospitals
and the penalties that relate to that apply? How will those elements actually be undertaken in reality?
Again, I will be asking a number of questions about that in the committee stage, and I am hoping that
the minister will be able to provide me with the answers that I require in relation to some of the
reasoning as to why this is being undertaken.
There are some other issues that have been raised, but I did want to speak to the comments made by
my colleagues in the other place who raised these issues. I particularly want to refer to the former
member for Sandringham, Murray Thompson, who very eloquently laid out his concerns about the
issue of section 27 and the midwives. He raised this issue with the then health minister. The issue was
brought to him by one of his constituents. That was months and months ago, so there was time for the
government to actually amend the previous bill before it came into this house. But, as I said, I think
that the delay, even though everybody wanted this bill to get through the Parliament and accordingly
we had those comments at the start of this debate, has meant that it really is a better bill now than it
was in the last Parliament because that flaw has been rectified.
I do not understand why the government would not rectify this in the last Parliament, but I am very
pleased that they have done it now, and I want to say that I think that is a better outcome. Those
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midwives and stakeholders that I have spoken to and the nurses who have contacted me also recognise
that that is a better outcome for this bill in the entirety, so I think the chamber can be reassured by this
bill as opposed to the previous bill.
I am not going to make too much more of a contribution in relation to this bill because I have some
questions for the committee stage and I know that there are aspects of the bill that other members want
to raise. Can I say, again, that as someone who has worked in the public health system in both large
metropolitan hospitals and in country hospitals as well as being a midwife in a large metropolitan
hospital I do understand the complexities, even though that was some years ago. I am sure technology
has changed and that that will also contribute to what nurses and midwives have to deal with. I do
understand that things have changed in relation to the length of stay, for instance—how long a patient
will stay in a postnatal ward. But it is those elements around how a midwife can actually understand
how a postnatal patient, a woman who is in postnatal care, can dramatically change in a matter of
minutes. It can be a very dangerous situation if a woman has a postpartum haemorrhage or equally in
the antenatal stage if there is placenta praevia or spontaneously ruptured membranes at a premature
stage. You can have some very significant health implications, and the midwives who are training and
accessing their courses have that specialised understanding and care. I think that is what the issue was
here in relation to their concerns. It was not recognised how that would apply in this bill and how it
would apply in the real world when you have got nurses looking after postnatal patients.
I certainly know from my experience of working in a country hospital that the nurses did assist the
midwives in looking after those women that came in and had babies, and that was absolutely fine for
those assisting, but it was the midwife who ultimately understood what was occurring and had that
specialist knowledge and training. There are different avenues since my day, since when I trained. I
trained under the hospital system both for a general nurse and midwife, and there are different avenues
now, so it is giving people more options. But equally, that expertise and experience needs to be
recognised and understood. I think those patients in the postnatal period also need to have the
understanding that they do have the specialist care that they require should they become very, very ill.
As I said, I know that other members want to speak on this bill. I am pleased that we have got what I
believe to be a better version of what was introduced last year. I am pleased that those elements that
were missing in the last Parliament have been rectified. I know, as I said, that those midwives and
nurses that I have been in contact with are reassured by that, and they are looking forward to the
passage of this bill.
Mr GEPP (Northern Victoria) (17:09): It is with great pleasure that I rise to speak on the Safe
Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2018. I will come to
some of the comments that the opposition have made in their introductory remarks, but I will leave
that for a little bit later in the speech. Suffice to say, what an extraordinary rewrite of history and what
short memories people have. Those that were in here on the final day of the 58th Parliament remember
vividly what occurred on that day. We remember vividly the nurses and midwives who sat in the very
gallery above us all day and at midnight had to witness the opposition vote to shut this Parliament
down, when a further 5 minutes would have seen that bill passed and those ratios introduced way back
then. I will come to that a little bit later; I will not dwell on that now.
Of course the objective of this bill and why it is such a pleasure to rise is to ensure safe and highquality patient care in a range of clinical settings through improving minimum nursing and midwifery
staffing ratios to reflect increasing patient complexity, changing models of care and the growing
demand for health services. It will deliver, importantly, very safe and satisfying workplace
environments that appropriately manage the increasing intellectual, emotional and physical demands
on nurses and midwives.
I also want to say from the outset what an outstanding union that nurses and midwives have in the
Australian Nursing & Midwifery Federation. They are a true example in this country of the value that
unions play in our workplaces right across this state and right across this country. In paying homage
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to the nurses and midwives that deliver such important healthcare throughout the state of Victoria I
want to pay special homage to the union and the fantastic work that they do, and I know that that is
shared by many in this chamber.
I want to take us back to the 2014 election when all of this started in terms of the commitment that
Labor made that if elected we would protect nurse-to-patient and midwife-to-patient ratios and we
would do so in law. In 2015 we legislated the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to
Patient Ratios) Act and delivered on that commitment. We also made a commitment that we would
consider introducing improvements to ratios over time. We are now delivering on that commitment.
These new changes introduce new ratios into new settings, and they improve ratios in current settings
and end the unfair rounding rule on priority shifts, which had the effect of undermining minimum
ratios. The changes will see the employment of an additional 600 nurses and midwives who will be
employed right across this great state from our busiest metropolitan hospitals to our rural services.
Once these improvements are made we will commence a new round of changes that will see the total
number of new nurses and midwives in Victoria reach 1100. That is an outstanding investment in the
health system in this state by the Andrews Labor government.
These changes are also backed up by funding. Approximately $250 million will be invested over the
next five years to fund the 600 new nurses and midwives throughout our fantastic hospital system. Of
course in addition the Andrews Labor government will invest an additional $50 million to create a
Nursing and Midwifery Workforce Development Fund. I know other members are going to speak in
a little bit more depth about that.
But why are these changes necessary? Why do we bring these sorts of changes into the Parliament?
What is the purpose of them? What do we hope to achieve? Is there clinical evidence that supports
minimum nursing and midwifery staffing levels in our public hospitals? We know that there is
documented evidence, both locally and from around the world, that shows a correlation between nurse
staffing levels and nursing-sensitive patient outcomes. The more nurses that you have at the front line,
on the ground, assisting the most vulnerable and ill people and the more we get those ratios right, the
better the health outcomes for those patients. Higher staffing levels, in addition to the skills mix and
work environment, as I alluded to earlier, have been shown to result in better patient outcomes when
compared with lower nurse staffing levels. The evidence is clear that when we have increased
workloads and inadequate nurse staffing levels that leads to adverse patient outcomes and increased
nurse burnout, anxiety, absenteeism and job dissatisfaction.
We often talk in this place about and marvel at the work of many of the professions that we see that
support our community, our emergency services workers. Whether it is our fireys, whether it is our
police officers, whether it is the SES and the wonderful work that they do; the teachers who go into
the classrooms each day and take care of our little ones and begin them on their path of education and
that lifelong journey of learning; or of course our nurses and everyone who works in the healthcare
sector, we absolutely stand shoulder to shoulder with all of those people. They are deserving of the
highest praise that we both as citizens in this state but also as parliamentarians in this place can offer.
What are the changes that are being put forward by this bill? There are a number of them. There will
be improvements to existing ratios with the rounding methodology. We have heard that the rounding
methodology for determination of staffing numbers has been amended such that if the number of
patients in a ward is not divisible into a whole number when a ratio is applied, the number of nurses
or midwives must be rounded up to the next whole number. Specific shifts in rehabilitation and agedcare wards are exempt from the amendment, reflecting certain circumstances where nursing workload
is lower.
Existing ratios in palliative care inpatient units on the afternoon and night shifts have also been
improved to the effect that one nurse will be required for every four patients on morning and afternoon
shifts, with a ratio of one nurse to six patients for night shifts. An additional nurse in charge will apply
across all shifts. That is a real example of where this change will kick in in terms of our day-to-day care.

BILLS
Tuesday, 19 February 2019

Legislative Council

269

A hospital with six or more nominated birthing suites will now be required to staff an additional
midwife in charge on a morning shift. Special care nurseries with eight cots or more will be required
to staff an additional midwife or nurse in charge on both morning and afternoon shifts. Staffing ratios
will require that specified emergency departments staff one nurse for each resuscitation bed on
afternoon and night shifts.
You can see, with just those few examples there, the real and tangible effect that this bill will have in
our hospital system and the boost that it will provide for quality health outcomes for people who are
unfortunately needing to seek medical treatment at the time. But the bill goes further. It also establishes
new staffing ratios that respond to change; for example, in acute stroke wards. New staffing ratios to
manage workload in specialised acute stroke units will require one nurse to three patients and an
additional nurse in charge on all shifts.
The bill specifies new staffing ratios on haematology wards of one nurse to three patients on morning
and afternoon shifts, and one nurse to five patients on night shift, with an additional nurse in charge
across all shifts. Ratios in specialised acute inpatient oncology wards will require one nurse to four
patients on both the morning and afternoon shifts, one nurse to eight patients on night shift and an
additional nurse in charge across all shifts. Again, these are real and practical additions to staffing
levels at the front line where people need them. Not a promise, they are there on the ground with the
patients when they need them.
New provisions provide a specific methodology for calculating ratio requirements to clarify the
application of staff-to-patient ratios in a ward where more than one ratio applies. There are a number
of other amendments. There is the removal of obsolete and outdated sections, the enhancement of
structural and/or operational application of the principal act and the interchange of nurses and
midwives in special care nurseries and postnatal wards. The bill allows midwives to work in special
care nurseries and nurses to work in postnatal care wards in specified circumstances, in most
circumstances removing the need to establish and maintain local agreements that are currently in use.
From all of those changes you can very quickly draw a picture in your own mind about the effect that
the bill will have in terms of the delivery of quality health care in this state.
I want to contrast that a little bit with what happened when those opposite were in charge. What did
they do? Of course what they did was impose cut after cut to Victoria’s health services and they waged
an industrial war on our ambos. We all remember the industrial war that they fought with our ambos.
It took the then health minister, David Davis, the current Leader of the Opposition in this place, just
21 days after becoming health minister to make his first health funding cut. Over their time in
government they ripped over a billion dollars out of the health system in this state.
But they had the gall to then run out during the election campaign, after closing down debate in this
place on the final today of the 58th Parliament when we could have passed this bill—cue to Ms Crozier
saying, ‘Oh well. But gee, it has been improved since then’. They shut it down and they deliberately
shut it down. They deliberately filibustered all day on bill after bill after bill through committee stages.
They filibustered, filibustered and filibustered until time ran out. They sat there and looked up, all day
on that final day of the 58th Parliament, with, I do not know, 30, 40, 50 nurses and midwives sitting
in the gallery for the entire day—they were here from 9.30 in the morning when this place opened on
that final Thursday—they sat there and they looked at them, and then on the stroke of midnight, rather
than extend the sitting they voted to shut it down. But now they have the hide to stand up here and say,
‘Oh gee. We love these people, we really care about health care’.
They had an opportunity to do something positive. As the last act of the 58th Parliament in this state
of Victoria, they had the opportunity to do something positive and they chose not to do it. Instead they
chose to shut it down. It is typical of this mob—
Members interjecting.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT (Ms Patten): Order! Can we just hear Mr Gepp’s last minute
without interruption please.
Mr GEPP: Have I only got 1 minute? Gee, I was getting on a roll.
They shut it down, but it is not surprising. What I do struggle with is they woke up on 26 November
2018 and asked, ‘What went wrong? What did we do wrong?’. I will tell you what you did wrong.
People were not interested in half-price TVs. They were not interested in scare campaigns. They wanted
real action, and they were always going to vote for a party that put in place policies that were going to
deliver for everyday Victorians. They did not want the Good Guys offering 50 per cent discounts on
TVs; they wanted action on things like health care. That is what they are going to get from the Labor
government today, tomorrow and for the rest of this term. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victoria) (17:24): It is also my honour to speak on the Safe Patient
Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2018. I was originally
intending to make a much longer contribution to this bill, but in the interests of time, to respect the
wishes of many of the stakeholders and to finalise this debate reasonably quickly, and having become
aware that we are probably proceeding to the committee stage in any case, I will save most of my
issues and questions, if still necessary, for then. For now I will just quickly say that the core premise
of this bill—the desire to deliver enhanced healthcare services across Victoria—is obviously
something with which I imagine everybody in this chamber would agree. From my various
consultations on the bill with constituents and other stakeholders I think it would be fair to say there
is also very broad agreement in the community, including in the health industry, with the key parts of
the legislation. Any bill that ultimately has the capacity to help deliver greater certainty and better,
safer conditions for nurses, midwives and patients is obviously an eminently good thing. On that note
I would like to recognise the outstanding work that is performed by so many nurses, midwives, health
administrators and other health professionals across our state, not least in northern Victoria.
Running and operating hospitals and other healthcare facilities is an extraordinarily complex and
delicate art and we should therefore always be vigilant here in the state Parliament in proposing and
responding to legislation aimed at making changes to the ways in which the health system is
administered. It would be completely remiss of us not to do so. To that end my colleague Stuart
Grimley and I do have, on behalf of our constituents, some points on various aspects of this bill on
which we would ideally like further clarification and information from the government. As I said, I
now think the most appropriate way of doing that will be through the committee of the whole. I would
also point out that none of this is intended as a slight or meant as any form of disrespect to the minister
or the government, who I know have been acting in good faith on these issues, and I appreciate the
opportunities they have made available to me to receive briefings and further information on this bill.
As a potted summary for the minister’s benefit and the benefit of her staff and officials and indeed
everyone here, those concerns are as follows: the funding, especially to each individual hospital, and
the timing of it, when and how will it be dispersed; the specific problems related to the workforce
shortages and difficulties in recruitment that persist in many rural and regional areas of the state; the
extra resourcing in general that will undoubtedly need to be devoted to administration and red tape in
addition to frontline care itself; how the government intends to accommodate or take account of the
undoubted need for flexibility around the ratios in some circumstances; and the problems around
complexity of cases and the reality that modern case mixes are not always amenable to being reduced
to and defined by a predetermined formula or equation.
On another front there is not enough direct recognition, in our view, in the bill of the critical importance
of improving nurse-to-patient ratios specifically in the field of aged care. I would hope that it is already
obvious to all of us here that the generally inadequate resourcing of aged care in Australia is an
enormous problem, and it is one which must be addressed urgently. Even for those to whom that might
not be obvious, I suspect that it will be once all of the evidence and revelations from the current federal
Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety have emerged. Indeed if we are talking about
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improving the ratios of health professionals and carers to patients, it is very doubtful that there is a
greater need for this to occur anywhere in the system than in the care of our senior citizens. As one
example of that it is worth noting the AMA’s observation last year that while bed number ratios for
the general population have remained static in recent years, they have now plummeted to a 23-year
low for Australians aged 65 and over.
Naturally responsibility in this area lies overwhelmingly with the federal government, but we would
like to see the Victorian government explore the opportunity to do more in this field through any of
the various avenues that are potentially available to them, such as during the negotiation of
commonwealth-state health funding agreements, for example, and devoting further resources to
improving care in public sector residential aged-care services. Enhancing aged care should be a major
priority of every Australian Parliament. It is an objective that is fundamental to Derryn Hinch’s Justice
Party, and anything that constructively and genuinely contributes to achieving it will be warmly
welcomed by us.
All of that said, albeit depending on the minister’s answers and assurances in the committee stage, I
should flag that the Justice Party does not believe that there are enough outstanding concerns to prevent
us from allowing the passage of the bill. We think on balance that the bill has enough overall merit
and a sufficiently broad range of support from health professionals to be allowed to pass. We do also
commend the government for the objectives that underpin the bill and for the time and the effort that
has clearly been invested in consulting and working on them.
We also think it is a very sensible move that a long phase-in period has been established in order to
implement the bill. However, and especially in light of the existence of that long phase-in period, we
would also urge the government to very seriously examine and take into account our concerns in the
name of better aligning the laudable intentions of the bill with its likely consequences. We would also
ask the Labor Party to keep this place, and therefore the public, informed of the progress of the rollout
of these changes. I will conclude by saying that this should occur with particular urgency as soon as the
manifestation of any of the potential problems to which I have referred has started to become apparent.
Mr ELASMAR (Northern Metropolitan) (17:32): Deputy President, congratulations. I am happy
to rise to contribute to the debate on the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient
Ratios) Amendment Bill 2018, which is presently before the house. I am proud to say that Victoria
was the first state in the country to advocate and then legislate for minimum nurse and midwife staffing
in public hospitals. Nurses and midwives are a critically important component of any health system.
It is with good reason that they are the most trusted profession in Australia.
In Victoria there are more than 50 000 nurses and midwives in our public health system. They are, at
home and abroad, truly recognised for their total commitment to providing the highest professional
patient care, together with a compassionate and individualistic approach to each patient. In 2015
Victoria introduced the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Act. At that
time it was considered an outstanding and wonderful achievement for the nursing profession.
However, time has moved on and we need to ensure that we continue to protect minimum workload
arrangements in line with today’s needs and standards.
This bill seeks to enhance the safety and quality of patient care for all Victorians and improve the
current workload arrangements for our dedicated and caring nurses and midwives. Safety remains our
highest priority, and by improving nurse-to-patient and midwife-to-patient ratios we are enabling
nurses and midwives in our public hospitals and health services to deliver the best possible care
outcomes. It is timely to make improvements to staffing ratios to minimise any risk to patients where
ratios are considered no longer appropriate and do not reflect best practice or safe staffing levels.
International and local evidence confirms a correlation between workload levels, patient outcomes and
nurse-reported quality of care. Moreover, I note that the bill has crossbench support because it is a
good bill—and I know that there will be some questions in committee, and I am sure the minister will
answer every question—because it strives to support nurses, midwives and patients by providing a
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safe, supportive and productive environment for future generations of mothers-to-be and patients alike.
We all know that the continuing growing demand for healthcare services is the recipe for burnout,
absenteeism, low morale, attrition and poor retention.
I know that Mr Gepp went through the bill more widely talking about the changes, and they are all
important. In conclusion, higher staffing numbers lead to improved patient outcomes and an
increasingly revitalised workforce. The bill has a twofold effect of improving workload arrangements
by creating positive, healthy and productive environments for staff and providing an advanced
healthcare system which ultimately will provide for more consistent and improved patient safety.
This bill originates from the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios)
Act 2015 and it continues to evolve and change for the better in these more modern times. I commend
the bill to the house.
Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria) (17:38): I am very pleased to rise today to speak to the Safe
Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2018. I will keep it
short, not because my wife believes I will never use 10 words where 100 will do but because I believe
in the basic premise of the bill. I believe in what it will deliver.
Speaking on this bill here today is timely, as just last week as I was moving the furniture in my
electorate office in Geelong I was fortunate enough to come across a pictorial history of mobile nursing
in Ballarat, from its inception through to the present day. As I flicked through its pages I marvelled at
the progress and the changes that have been made in the nursing profession. Nurses are no longer seen
as doctors’ assistants but rather, and rightfully, as an essential profession in their own right, who deliver
high-quality clinical care and play a vital role in all of our lives from when we come into the world
right up until when we leave it. They are the front line, the troops that deliver outcomes of a healthcare
system that is constantly under pressure both from a budgetary perspective and from an increasing
population. Increasing the numbers of nurses and midwives ensures that both patients and nurses are
a part of a modern, professional system that delivers quality care for patients and better workplace
conditions for those that are on the front line.
It may surprise some to know that Victoria was only the second place in the world to have legislated
nurse and midwife-to-patient ratios, and I am proud to be a member of the 59th Parliament of Victoria
to bolster these laws—giving patients better quality of care and the nurses who treat them a safer
working environment.
It would be wrong of me to talk about the changes the nursing profession has gone through without
acknowledging the hard work and persistence of their union, the Australian Nursing & Midwifery
Federation, who have persistently been trailblazers in the pursuit of bettering the healthcare system for
not just those who work in it but those whose lives depend on it.
One of the core values of the party I represent in this chamber, the Animal Justice Party, is kindness.
Kindness is a value that drove me to this place and will guide me to support this bill. Because at the
end of the day, after we cut through all of the legal jargon, the debate and the amendments, providing
quality nursing and midwifery to those who need it most, no matter where they come from, is kindness
in its truest form, and this is why I will be supporting the bill.
Ms GARRETT (Eastern Victoria) (17:41): Thank you, Deputy President, and congratulations on
your new role in this place. I follow on from colleagues here on all sides of this wonderful house to
commend this particular bill for patient safety in Victoria. I think it is important as we discuss this bill,
as others have, to note that our health system cannot function without our nurses and midwives. As
health care gets more complicated and the machinery gets noisier and more intrusive for people, or as
fears can arise when you are going into a hospital bed or when the excitement of a new birth happens,
or with the unknown language that the medical profession can speak, more and more it is our nurses
and midwives who tend to us and our loved ones. It is them who, while they are giving first-class care,

BILLS
Tuesday, 19 February 2019

Legislative Council

273

are on the front line explaining what is happening, giving comfort to people in extremis, giving
information to family members who are in the dark, helping a new mother hold her baby properly.
I would like to follow on, really importantly, on that word ‘kindness’ that my colleague spoke about,
because for me kindness is a very underrated word in the English language. It was overused for a
while, I think, but is one of the great words that is filled with pathos and understanding. For all of us
who have interacted with nurses and midwives we know that kindness is at their core—treating people
with respect, dignity and humanity at often the most difficult times, or the most joyful times if you are
talking about delivering babies, of their lives.
Of course nurses and midwives cannot do that—they cannot be there and cannot be the comfort that
we all need in these times—if they are overworked, if they are stretched, if they are unable to get to
the bed when the buzzer goes, if they are unable to administer the sort of health care that they have
been trained to do and, most importantly, that they have been called to do. For too long nurses were
overstretched and overworked. It is that sort of overwork that meant at the critical time, when our
loved ones and our selves needed them the most, they could not be there to deliver the care that they
wanted to.
Of course the Premier is a former health minister, and that is why when we first came to government
in 2014 one of his most fundamental commitments was around enshrining nurse-to-patient ratios, to
make sure of that for every Victorian at whatever part of the life cycle they are at, whatever they are
facing. Let us face it, there are only a few of us in this community who have medical training, and
there is nothing more confronting than when you walk into a place and you do not understand the
language; they might as well be speaking a foreign language. The Premier knew that, and that was
back in 2014 when we made the election commitment to create nurse-patient ratios and enshrine them
in law. I think it is really fitting in the first couple of weeks of this new term of government and in this
new Parliament that we are, once again, taking it another step further in legislation, and I congratulate
Minister Mikakos, who is also building on the work of the previous minister, Minister Hennessy, in
delivering what I think, and as we have heard from other speakers, is a fundamental necessity for
Victorians. When they are required to butt up against the health system—not many people want to do
that really—they have a welcoming door, welcoming arms and the best of care.
Of course when you have nurse-patient ratios improving and strengthening you need more nurses to
make sure that that level of care is delivered. The changes in this legislation will see an additional
600 nurses and midwives, who will be employed right across Victoria, so in metropolitan, regional
and rural areas. Once again, the Premier leading this charge and this government have not forgotten
the money side of that, and so there is a price tag of around $250 million invested over the next five
years, and it is money well spent, as we know. There is also an additional $50 million for a Nursing
and Midwifery Workforce Development Fund, and this is a terrific idea and a wonderful opportunity.
Again, when medicine is changing so rapidly in a wonderful way, with technology, new ideas, new
practices and globalisation in the world delivering the capacity for our doctors and nurses and
midwives to learn so much more about what is happening around the world, this development fund
will make sure that all of our nurses and midwives have access to terrific training that takes them that
step further, gives them the career satisfaction and, most importantly, delivers better outcomes for
patients, which is what they are all about.
When you marry that with our free TAFE, Victorians will be able to study a diploma of nursing for
free. Again, we are seeing what this Andrews Labor government has been able to do with a vision that
goes beyond single sections of the community or single ideas, taking a broad approach to the benefits
right across our economy and right across our social policy. We are marrying the desire for better
health care with free TAFE. I want to say to my colleague and friend Dr Kieu: what a brilliant
inaugural speech. Learning from you and from people coming across the seas in difficult
circumstances—these are the sorts of opportunities that are created when governments have a vision
about allowing people and encouraging people to access education to take them on paths to deliver
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services for other Victorians. This fund is also going to provide 400 postgraduate scholarships for
current nurses and midwives and postgraduate employment programs. Part of that $10 million will
have a rural and regional focus. Certainly as a member for Eastern Victoria Region I am really
delighted to see that, and I know, as it rolls out, it is going to be sensational.
On improving ratios in birthing suites and special care nurseries, I think it is really important to touch
on that. Either we have all had kids ourselves or our partners have had kids or our sisters have had
children, and so, as someone who has had three children, I know firsthand that when you first hold
that baby you have just got no idea what is going on, and often there are complications. So to make
sure that at the very early stage, the first days of a Victorian’s life, they are going to have that care
surrounding them of specialised midwives and those ratios is something I think we are all really proud
of and embrace. Particularly with new mothers, who perhaps have pressures on them from outside the
home or who may not have that social support or family support, having that level of care in those first
few days or weeks can absolutely transform how that mother and father are able to raise that child, to
care for that child and to know what to do and what to look for if the child becomes unwell or if they
are unsure. You are just not going to know those things unless you are getting that level of care. So we
are very proud of that. The evidence has certainly demonstrated that there are much better patient
outcomes right across the board in all of the various healthcare challenges when we have a good nurseto-patient ratio. We are really very proud of that.
I think it is important to acknowledge, as others have, that this has been a partnership between the
Andrews Labor government and the Australia Nursing & Midwifery Federation. In particular
secretary Lisa Fitzpatrick has worked tirelessly on the issue of ratios for decades, and we are seeing
her work in this bill and in this legislation. She, her team and all of the members are to be congratulated.
This bill comes from a huge vision and investment of this Labor government in health care. One of
the most often talked about issues of the ambulance crisis was turned around by investing in ambulance
services, by listening and communicating and by working out how the system could change to better
service Victorians. This has seen us deliver the fastest ambulance response times Victoria has seen in
almost a decade—and that in a rapidly growing population—and deliver the lowest elective surgery
waiting lists and wait times on record. That is an extraordinary achievement in a situation where we
are absolutely exploding population wise. To be able to keep up—and in fact not just keep up but
improve—those sorts of healthcare outcomes for Victorians is something to be proud of, but it is also
something that Victorians rightly expect and deserve. It requires us all in this chamber to be focusing
on those issues and on making sure that we are delivering outcomes for Victorians wherever they live,
wherever they are born and whatever circumstances they find themselves in.
While working in the chamber it is terrific to hear different perspectives come through in the questions
that have been raised. This is a really important place, and I am certainly very respectful of and
enjoying being in this chamber, seeing how it works and seeing the important work that is done here
to make sure that the legislation that is passed goes through scrutiny, debate and discussion. We all
have different perspectives, but I have so appreciated listening to people’s inaugural speeches and
watching now as the work of the house begins. I wanted to put that on the record. The contributions
on this bill have been just some of the many exciting things that I have experienced in this place.
There is $3.8 billion that the Andrews Labor government is investing in health infrastructure alone.
That means bigger and better hospitals around Victoria. We heard in question time today about
Footscray Hospital and all of the work that is going on there. I know the minister who is here listening
to these contributions is working very hard on the innovative, cutting-edge community hospitals,
which are going to change, really, the way health care is delivered. It is very much about making sure
that we are getting health care to the people that need it, that we are working on, in a very serious way,
preventative health care—trying to fix the issues before they burgeon into real problems, to save
people’s lives—and that we make sure people, and particularly vulnerable people, have a place to go
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to get help so that it is not based on the size of your chequebook or on your capacity to get into the
centre of town.
As the Parliamentary Secretary for Jobs, it would be absolutely remiss of me to not point out the jobs
that have come from this unprecedented investment in our healthcare system. We have created more
than 1900 full-time doctor positions, over 4000 more full-time nursing positions and 1000 full-time
paramedic roles across the state. That is almost 7000 additional frontline, full-time healthcare roles.
Again, this goes back to the theme of this very bill—that if the people are not there when you are in a
time of crisis, then your health care, the way you are dealt with from a clinical perspective and also
the level of humaneness you are shown will suffer greatly. We have to be constantly pushing to keep
up with this demand because of the absolutely exploding population that we are going through.
This government is about patient care, it is about investment in health care, it is about quality health
care, it is about paying people properly for the work that they do, it is about giving them colleagues to
support them on that road and it is about creating workplaces that are respectful of those who work in
them. There is no greater example of all of those things—the values of social justice, of delivering for
all Victorians and of respect for safe workplaces—and no greater fusion, no greater amalgamation or
no better epitome of those things in action than this particular legislation. I know it is one of many
pieces of legislation that promotes those things that we care so deeply about. There is not one person
in this chamber who has not been touched by the work of a nurse or midwife many, many times over.
I commend this bill to the house.
Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (17:56): Can I begin by congratulating the minister on
her appointment as Minister for Health. I know you have a great passion for this area and I am sure
that you will, to the best of your ability, address the needs of Victorians. It is interesting to consider
that whilst we often hear complaints and concerns and see some headlines about our health system
and its failings, the reality is that of all the places in the world where you would like to be if you were
ill and in need, probably Melbourne is right there in the top of the list. There are very few health systems
around the world that can compare favourably with Australia’s health systems and indeed Victoria’s
hospitals, both our metropolitan hospitals and also our health services and hospitals in rural Victoria.
I would also place on record, from my point of view, my commendation of the previous Minister for
Health, Ms Hennessy, who I think did an outstanding job as well. She was very innovative in some of
the areas of health policy that were developed, and in many cases those areas of innovation were
supported by the coalition because there was a recognition that we can do better. Whilst we have got
a very effective and a great health system, indeed with such dedicated people supporting that system,
of course we should always strive to do better.
I am a little concerned about how disingenuous some of the remarks have been about the coalition’s
contribution to health and particularly to health infrastructure. Indeed what I would want to place on
record is that I think that successive governments have recognised the need to improve and upgrade
our health infrastructure. I think there has been a continuum in that sense. The coalition has been
reflected upon even in question time today, and yet I know there was coalition input to the Box Hill
Hospital, the Bendigo Hospital and indeed the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, and there was also
some input from the coalition, albeit that the project was largely progressed by a former Labor
government, to the Royal Children’s Hospital. There is no doubt that the Royal Children’s and Peter
Mac in particular are two of the most world-class hospitals that you would find anywhere. They are
just extraordinary in terms of their work and are amongst the best hospitals in the world. Indeed I think
the Peter Mac business model—it is probably not the best term to use, ‘business model’—in bringing
together the research, the support for families, the care and so forth is just so significant.
There is no doubt that the investment in infrastructure that does continue under this government is
very important. I welcome that commitment and indeed the investment of funds towards continuing
to build our infrastructure. I would suggest that in the past 12 to 15 years in fact we have upgraded
hospitals that had largely been untouched since the 1950s. So they were certainly aged and the facilities
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were stretched, and clearly they were not necessarily the sort of environments that provided for the
sort of technology that we are able to use in our health system today. So I welcome the work that is
being done in that respect.
There are two areas that I think are really important. But first let me say that I would add to the list of
hospital infrastructure that needs to be considered going forward—and I realise certainly that there are
a number of regional or rural hospitals and health services that do need to be considered as part of the
infrastructure plan and the upgrades—two in the metropolitan area that I think are very important
going forward. The first is a proposed hospital at Melton, which the Melton community is pressing
for. We have heard about the Footscray Hospital and the Sunshine Hospital today, and I think both of
those are obviously projects that were well overdue also for upgrades, but indeed with the burgeoning
suburbs of the west—we have seen indications this past week even of new communities, new suburbs,
that will be formed in the west and north-west—obviously there is a demand for hospital beds and
health services. I think that the case for that Melton hospital is a very strong one in terms of
infrastructure commitment.
I also think there is a need to revisit—and I understand this from discussions that I have had with the
Knox council—the need for a further public hospital in the eastern suburbs. As I understand it there
has been a revisit by this government to the former Wantirna drive-in site and some surrounding land
parcels, which in fact were earmarked as a possible public hospital by the Kennett government in the
1990s. Now, that obviously did not eventuate, in part because that government did not do well at a
particular poll. Indeed it was remarked to me by one of the members at one stage that east of Springvale
Road we have a city the size of Adelaide, and I think that is a pretty fair definition of the eastern
suburbs and really the need for hospital services there. In fact with the public hospital not going ahead
on that Wantirna drive-in site after the 1990s or early 2000s, at least what has taken up some of the
need in that area has been an expanding Knox Private Hospital, which does deliver outstanding
services in the east. But as I said, that is another infrastructure need.
There are two areas though that I think are perhaps very important and perhaps under-resourced in
terms of our health system—and I am very mindful that in many ways this is a resourcing bill and a
bill obviously that goes to the quality of our health care—and they are two areas that I think desperately
need more funding. The first is rehabilitation services. There is increasing demand for rehabilitation
services. We find our hospitals are doing a fabulous job in terms of addressing illnesses, addressing
injuries and so forth, but there is always a tail to that work that they do in hospitals where people need
to get back to resume their lives, to regain a lifestyle and to be able to live independently in some cases,
and they very much depend on rehabilitation services. I think that is an area that at the moment is
under-resourced in our health system, and I would be urging the minister to consider that whole area
of rehabilitation as a matter of some priority as well in her plans going forward.
Of course the other area is mental illness. I really welcome the government’s commitment to a royal
commission into mental illness. I must say that from my point of view royal commissions tend to be
an admission by governments that their governance in particular areas of policy has failed or is not
meeting needs and expectations. I do not say that in the context of blaming the current Labor
government or the previous government at all. That systems, processes and services perhaps get out
of sync with community needs is a circumstance which takes a long while to develop, so royal
commissions are a good opportunity to reset those services, systems and so forth. I particularly
welcome one into mental health.
Every family in Victoria, I would argue, has been affected by mental illness within their family or
certainly within their friendship group. People know how devastating—how difficult—that can be. In
some ways, as people will say, it is easier to deal with cancer or an illness that gains sympathy from
other people when you talk about it. Mental illness, despite a more open approach today—
thankfully—still sees people recoil a little bit and feel concerned about discussing some of those issues
and the needs, particularly, of family and friends who care for people who suffer from a mental
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condition, whether it is episodic, whether it is short-term depression of varying levels or whether it is
a long-term illness.
As part of that, one of the things that I would be keen to see again would be a hospital, if you like, or
a facility that perhaps adopts elements of that Peter Mac model and looks at bringing together research,
care and support services and some of the educative services as well as treatment facilities. I think that
is very important, and in fact at some stage, as I have advanced, I may well myself put something to
the royal commission in terms of the opportunity that perhaps the repat site in West Heidelberg
represents in my electorate, where there is a very significant amount of land; perhaps there is an
opportunity to provide a facility that might address mental health but also brain capability. Through
research I think there are things we can do that are very positive in terms of unlocking some of the
capability that people have, particularly young people who have autism disorders or are on that
spectrum, or indeed in areas such as dementia and Alzheimer’s, which we also need to address. From
my point of view, in advocating for a site like the repat, which would need federal government
involvement as well in terms of any solution there, we at least also have the Austin Hospital there,
which I think does a very fine job.
There is much to be done, and I think the minister has some great opportunities and some real
challenges in this area. Some of those challenges are certainly about continuing this process of
improving our health system through further investment in infrastructure and services but also
obviously in the people aspects of our health system. I would concur with the speakers who have
contributed to this debate that the people who are involved in our hospital system and our health
services more broadly are some of the most dedicated people that you would find anywhere. They are
brilliant people. They are selfless people. They are people who for the most part demonstrate an
extraordinary empathy with those people they are supporting, assisting and helping to return to wellness.
In terms of this legislation, there is certainly a significant investment in further personnel in a particular
area of our health system. As has been indicated by Ms Crozier, the opposition will not be opposing
this legislation, and we have a degree of enthusiasm for this initiative. Albeit the one caveat I would
put on it—and I missed Ms Crozier’s speech; she may well have covered this ground—is that I do get
a little concerned if we are too prescriptive in some of the ratio areas or suchlike, because I think that
one of the strengths of our hospital system, our health system, has indeed been some of the flexibility.
That flexibility is particularly important given the level of innovation and the research informing our
health policy because of some of the outstanding work in and discoveries made by some of our health
precincts. We have got three of the top health precincts for research in global terms. The work that
they are doing, often in conjunction with the staff of our public hospitals in particular, is just
remarkable, as are the breakthroughs that they are making and the optimism that they are providing to
people who have been afflicted by some very insidious diseases but who now in many cases,
particularly for our young people, can look towards a brighter future thanks to the extraordinary work
that people are doing.
It is important that those advances in technology, those advances in treatment and those new discoveries
in terms of research are not throttled, from my point of view, by us being overly prescriptive in terms
of the way we manage our hospitals and health services. So I am keen to ensure that we do continue
to have some flexibility—that hospital management is not straitjacketed in terms of what they do in
their allocation of resources. That is not to say that ratios do not have a place or that ratios are not
important, because they are. Indeed, I think Ms Garrett touched on a very important point as well
towards the end of her contribution. What she touched on was in fact the training. The training of our
nurses is also a very important component of this, because it is one thing to create the positions, but
we need them to be trained. Certainly in recent years there has been a limited number of trainees in
the nursing profession, or an under-provision. I hope that the TAFE model we have now actually does
deliver more trained nurses.
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Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (18:13): I rise to speak on the Safe Patient Care (Nurse to
Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2018, which the Greens are supporting. Those
of us who were in this chamber last term will remember that we almost managed to pass this bill on
the last sitting day. We had just begun to debate the bill at 11.30 p.m., and although we supported the
government to extend the sitting, the house adjourned and the bill lapsed.
The Greens have always strongly supported our healthcare professionals, and we were willing to sit
as long as we needed to on that last day to ensure that the bill was passed. So I am very pleased that
this bill is the first one this house is considering in this new parliamentary term, because we should
not have to wait any longer for these changes to become law.
Nurses have been fighting for safe working conditions and better care for patients for many decades.
The 1986 strike, where nurses went on strike for a groundbreaking 50 days after cuts to their wages
and conditions, is a clear example of the tenacity of those in the profession and their willingness to
fight for healthy working conditions for themselves so that they can better look after the health of their
patients. The Greens will always stand with those in the profession and support their fight for better
conditions for both workers and patients in our hospitals. This bill amends the Safe Patient Care (Nurse
to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Act 2015 to improve the current ratios, which were put into
law in 2015. The Greens strongly supported the introduction of the original bill back in 2015. Just like
our nurses and our midwives, we are passionate about maintaining a high-quality public health system
in Victoria. To keep providing high-quality public health care we also need to have sufficient nurses
and midwives to care for patients in our public hospitals. There is much evidence, both locally and
internationally, to show that nurse-patient ratios are an effective way to manage overwork and improve
patient safety, mortality and the quality of patient care. In other words, nurse and midwife-patient
ratios save lives.
Victoria is only the second jurisdiction in the world to legislate minimum nurse-to-patient ratios. Before
the act was passed in 2015 the ratios formed part of nurse and midwife enterprise agreements. Now that
they are in legislation it is good to see that this government is committed to monitoring and continuously
improving the legislation so that the ratios remain fit for purpose and continue to be effective.
The bill updates the ratios in palliative care, birthing suites, special care nurseries and emergency
departments. It also introduces new minimum staffing levels in acute stroke wards, haematology wards
and acute inpatient oncology wards. It also closes the rounding loophole, where nurse numbers were
rounded down because there were one or two extra patients beyond the specified ratios in the
legislation, which had the effect of increasing workloads and putting patient safety at risk.
The Greens welcome these changes and are pleased to be supporting this bill today. It is so important
that we ensure that our minimum safe staffing levels remain safe and effective. Our nurses and
midwives play such an important role in our healthcare system and do incredible work looking after
us, and I am sure all of us here have stories of the wonderful care we have received from our nurses
and midwives or what they have given to our relatives. We want to thank everyone who commits their
professional and personal lives to being a nurse or a midwife. Their commitment and dedication is
incredible. We thank them for their amazing work, we stand in admiration, and we commend this bill
to the house.
Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan) (18:16): I also rise to speak on the Safe Patient Care (Nurse
to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Amendment Bill 2018. I will start by apologising to our
nurses and midwives that we were not able to pass this legislation back in August last year, even
though this side of the house and the Greens were willing to extend the sitting past midnight so that
we could pass the legislation. Unfortunately—
Mr Finn interjected.
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Mr MELHEM: Mr Finn, you are telling me you have started believing in union rules. That is a
new revelation.
Unfortunately we were not able to do that. The reason I am saying this is just to reflect. I will never
forget that night and looking behind me to see the expressions of the midwives and nurses in the gallery
who were basically breaking down in tears because they could not see justice done when we were not
able—we were so close—to get debate on this bill finalised so we could pass it. We were not able to
do that then, but now I am pleased that this bill has been brought to this house as one of the first bills
to be debated. We actually made some minor changes to the original bill, which was put together in
August last year. I am pleased the opposition support the legislation, which they did not last time.
Hopefully the bill will be passed this week so we can actually deliver some long-awaited justice or
recognition for the midwifery staff and nurses, because they are currently treated to some degree as
second-class citizens.
Nurses do enjoy the ratio which was first introduced through an enterprise agreement negotiated by
the Australian Nursing & Midwifery Federation and the hospitals back in 2000. I just want to pay
tribute to all the officials and delegates and members of the ANMF who drove a hard bargain and
campaigned over a number of years to achieve the ratio.
Mr Atkinson talked of his reservations about why we should or should not have ratios. I accept some
of his concerns, but I think it is important to point out the reasons why we need ratios. As I said, I
accept where Mr Atkinson is coming from. You want to allow management flexibility to run their
operations, but the problem—and this is why the ANMF started campaigning about putting nurse-topatient ratios into operation—involves three factors.
The first factor is budget cuts. I am not going to talk about Labor or Liberal. I am going to use the
word ‘government’ so I do not colour it in that way. There is always an argument about health budgets
in relation to where a minister can impose certain cuts or where there is not enough money to go
around hospitals. In order to be efficient and get by they will start looking at cuts. Where would you
impose cuts? Nurses would be probably the easiest target. The number of nurses you need to look after
patients, rather than how many doctors, is probably the first one to cut.
Let me say this: if a patient goes into hospital, they tend to spend most of the time in hospital seeing
and interacting with nurses. You are lucky if you see a doctor once a day or once every few days. I
unfortunately had to experience that in November last year when I had an issue with my pancreas. I
waited two days to see the doctor, the specialist. I paid my private health insurance and went to a
private hospital. I screamed my head off. I said, ‘Am I going to see a doctor or not?’, but I was taken
care of by the nurses. They were always there. I think that is very important. Let us not lose sight of
the fact that our nurses and midwives are the cornerstone of our health system. Talking about midwives
and nurses, when our children, Christopher and Caitlin, were born, who was there beside my wife? It
was the midwife. The doctor was a good bloke. He did a great job, but he was going backwards and
forwards because Collingwood and Carlton were playing at the MCG when Christopher was about to
be born. The doctor was going backwards and forwards but the midwives were there throughout that
period, so I think it is very important that we have that ratio.
The second point is the safety of the nurses. I think it is very important that we do not burden them
with too much responsibility and too many patients to look after. I think their safety is very, very
important but so is the safety of patients, because if you have got a nurse looking after 10 patients or
15 patients versus a nurse looking after three patients or four patients, the level of services is going to
be different. Obviously a better service will be provided when there are less patients to look after. For
these three reasons, it is very important for us to make sure that a ratio is in place.
I go back to the enterprise bargaining agreement that was done by the ANMF in 2000 and the good
work by the Fair Work Commission at the time to facilitate an agreement between the ANMF and the
government. From memory, I think the commissioner at the time was Wayne Blair. He spent days and
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days and days and weeks basically facilitating an agreement. When I see him from time to time—in
fact he is retired now—he tells me that one of the highlights of his working life at the Fair Work
Commission was getting an agreement between the ANMF and the government in relation to nurseto-patient ratios, and I want to commend him for the work he did and the ANMF. For these reasons I
think it is very important that this legislation passes.
This bill is on top of the commitment that the Andrews Labor government has put into health over the
last four years. We are looking forward to continuing that investment over the next four years. We
made a commitment to the nurses and midwives that we would enshrine ratios in legislation. We did
that in 2015, but there was another side—the midwives were accidentally left out. I understand that
some hospitals were actually implementing the ratio but some others were not. This bill will ensure
consistency across the board and make sure that different standards are not being applied at different
hospitals. This builds on the commitment the Andrews Labor government gave midwives—nurses as
well—to make sure that that happens and that we deliver on those commitments.
There have been some discussions today in relation to the record investment that the government is
putting into health in Victoria. I want to join Mr Atkinson in acknowledging the good work that the
former Minister for Health, Jill Hennessy, did in that space over the past four years. We could not have
found a better minister to hand over the baton to to continue the good work of the last four years. We
now have a minister in Ms Mikakos who will take on that very important portfolio. I know she is a
very driven individual who will continue to deliver record investment in health. She will be one of our
great advocates within cabinet, within the whole of government and also between ourselves and the
federal government, because let us not forget that our health system is 50-50 funded and there is a lot
of dependence on investments from the federal government. We all know about the unfortunate cut
we experienced in 2014 when Tony Abbott was Prime Minister and Joe Hockey was the federal
Treasurer. We experienced a massive cut to health and we have not really recovered from that period.
Talking about my electorate, there is the investment in Sunshine Hospital and the building of the new
children’s hospital at Sunshine; I am looking forward to the opening of the hospital later this year.
There is a $29 million investment in the emergency department to provide first-class service for our
patients. On top of that, there are the investments made the year before that, including $85 million for
the Werribee hospital. I think that is a great investment. Then there was the announcement made by
the Premier last year. We heard from the minister this afternoon in question time about the $1.5 billion
investment in Footscray Hospital. That is going to be a state-of-the-art hospital in Footscray. That
work will commence in the next few weeks, and I think that is very welcome news.
That is in addition to the 10 community hospitals that will be built throughout the state. I note two of
them—one in Point Cook in my electorate and one in Sunbury. I think that is another good indication
of how this government is fair dinkum about investing in health and making sure we can take some
pressure off the main hospitals and deliver health services to the people in the places they need them—
close to home.
There is also the investment in ambulance services. We heard from the minister today about how
response times have improved and how the whole service has been revamped over the last few years.
Going back to nurses, I think one of the great achievements was introducing Nurse on Call so that
when you dial 000 you can be put onto a nurse and there can be an analysis made about how urgent
your case might be. In some cases you will not need an ambulance, so then the ambulance is able to
respond to more urgent cases. That in my view has improved the level of response times in the
ambulance services. There has been good work done by the ambulance services and by Minister
Hennessy to make sure we continue to improve our health service delivery to Victorians.
I think it is very important that with this bill we finally implement a long overdue process, which has
been subject to a lot of discussions with the various industry stakeholders, including the Australian
Nursing & Midwifery Federation. As I said earlier, I believe we have rectified the wrong that occurred
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in August last year. I will finish up with these comments: I will always have at the back of my mind a
memory of those nurses and midwives sitting in the gallery behind me, tears in their eyes—
Mr Finn: Wondering why the government hadn’t brought it on two days earlier.
Mr MELHEM: Mr Finn, you are the last person who should be lecturing us about these sorts of
matters. Let us not forget—
Members interjecting.
Mr MELHEM: Let us not forget Good Friday. Let us not forget that. At least now we are doing
the right thing and we are—
Mr Finn: Sitting through the night, sitting all day. Disgraceful.
Ms Patten: I thought you went home.
Mr Finn: I did.
Mr MELHEM: Yes, well, you could have stayed an extra hour and we could have passed that bill
back in August last year. I am pleased that this bill is before this house as one of the first pieces of
legislation, because we are delivering on our commitment to make sure we are doing the right thing
by our nurses and midwives. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitan) (18:31): I move:
That debate on this bill be adjourned until the next day of meeting.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned until next day of meeting.
Adjournment
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (18:31): I move:
That the house do now adjourn.

TOORAK ROAD, KOOYONG, LEVEL CROSSING
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (18:31): My matter for the
adjournment tonight is for both the Premier and the Minister for Transport Infrastructure. That is
somewhat unusual, but I would like to invite both of them to attend a particular occasion.
A member interjected.
Mr DAVIS: I cannot invite both. Maybe I can invite the Minister for Transport Infrastructure to
attend, with the Premier, a meeting with council and the community in Stonnington over their plans
for the Toorak Road level crossing. We know that Jacinta Allan promised there would be consultation,
and we know that in fact there was no genuine consultation for this level crossing proposal. I note that
the crossing removal is strongly supported by the community in the sense of wishing to see the removal
of that level crossing, but the model that the government is proposing is not strongly supported by the
community. A number of MPs—Mr O’Brien, the Leader of the Opposition; Ms Crozier; and me—
have certainly had significant communication from our community regarding the government’s
proposal. They have failed to properly look at the option for removing the Tooronga Road and
Glenferrie Road crossings at the same time, but particularly Glenferrie Road, and they have failed to
look at the best model for the community.
I think the Premier’s dismissal of the mayor was arrogant, with his comment that there really was no
right to have any input unless they were paying for some of the crossing. Of course this is taxpayers
money that is paying for this crossing. This is taxpayers money paid by the whole community,
including people in the City of Stonnington. I know Mr Hayes is nodding there too. He can see that
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his constituents are paying taxpayers money for this crossing removal—something that we support,
but we do not support the particular model that the government is proposing.
What I am seeking, very specifically, is that the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, who has
responsibility for this, bring the Premier and relevant bureaucrats to meet with the City of Stonnington
local community. I am offering here today to help arrange that meeting. I think it would be a meeting
that would be extremely well attended, perhaps at the Kooyong tennis club, which is just proximate to
the crossing—not very far at all. Certainly the feedback that I have had is that the government has not
understood the response by the community. Certainly the community does feel that they should have
been listened to, and the model could be improved if the government were to proceed. We know the
government lied extensively on the earlier crossings— (Time expired)
GLEN EIRA PLANNING
Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitan) (18:34): This matter is directed to the Minister for Planning.
Glen Eira council’s structure plan 2018 cheerfully forecasts that Glen Eira’s population will increase
by 22 000 people in the next 15 years and that 9000 extra dwellings will be built to accommodate
them. There is no sign that either the state government or the council have asked the residents of Glen
Eira whether they think these 9000 extra dwellings will make Glen Eira a better place to live or not.
Residents deserve better. They, rather than developers, have a right to a say in the future of our cities;
they have to live there. However, Glen Eira, to its credit, has rejected a Woolworths proposal to
construct a 10 and 14-storey tower block in Selwyn Street, Elsternwick. It is a dreadful application
now heading to VCAT. The proposed site is opposite a primary school. There will be huge impacts
on residential amenity, traffic and congestion. Fourteen and even 10-storey towers would dominate
and overwhelm the primarily one and two-storey character of this part of Elsternwick, with mainly
Victorian and Edwardian houses. In no way does this development connect with the village feel of
Elsternwick; it is utterly out of character. The proposal makes a joke of Glen Eira’s structure plan,
which states:
Elsternwick will be a safe, accessible and livable centre that embraces its historic character and strong cultural
and village feel.

This has all come about because the planning minister chose to override the council’s structure plan
for mandatory height limits of six and eight storeys. Furthermore, in an unwarranted slap in the face
for local residents, he has given 10-storey height limits, but only discretionary rather than mandatory
limits, giving the green light for high-rise property developers, who look to VCAT for their salvation.
I know that some people think more high-rise is a good thing for the environment; they are wrong.
Research shows that the carbon footprint of people living in high-rise buildings with air conditioning,
24-hour lighting et cetera is actually greater than those living in detached houses. Nor does high-rise
help traffic congestion. Trains and trams are full, our roads are overcrowded and our bike lanes are
unsafe. It has not improved housing affordability either. What it has done is replaced open space and
vegetation with concrete blocks, creating urban heat islands, and in the face of climate change it is
turning Melbourne into a hot, environmentally unpleasant city for our children and their children.
On behalf of these residents I ask the Minister for Planning to intervene in this rush to overdevelopment
by immediately approving the height limits called for in the council structure plan on a mandatory
basis. If the minister refuses to do this, I request a detailed explanation as to why these councilapproved controls are being refused once again.
CRAIGIEBURN ROAD DUPLICATION
Mr ONDARCHIE (Northern Metropolitan) (18:38): My adjournment matter tonight is for the
Minister for Transport Infrastructure. It is in relation to the duplication of Craigieburn Road in my
electorate of Northern Metropolitan Region. I asked this of the Minister for Roads on 19 December
2018, who wrote to me and advised that the duplication of roads is not her responsibility. Go figure.
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The government refused to consult with Craigieburn residents before the state election, and now we
know why. They were too afraid of a backlash from locals because the number of traffic lights
proposed on this new road is 14 sets of traffic lights over a 5.5-kilometre distance. The government
should have been honest and released the proposal before the state election. Residents are concerned
about the proposed consultation process to be undertaken by the Major Road Projects Authority.
The current draft plans fail to outline how the bus services will be operating along the road, in particular
outside the Craigieburn Health Service as they currently do. I have spent many days walking along
that road with my friend Jim Overend, the former Liberal candidate for Yuroke.
Mr Finn: Jim is a good man.
Mr ONDARCHIE: He is a good man. We both know that many elderly residents rely on this bus
service to get to the Craigieburn Health Service. The action I seek is that the minister please confirm
that the plans will keep all the previous public transport stops and outline what safety upgrades will be
made to the bus stop outside the health service.
ROYAL COMMISSION INTO VICTORIA’S MENTAL HEALTH SYSTEM
Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan) (18:39): My adjournment matter today is for the Minister
for Mental Health, Mr Foley, and it is about loneliness. I congratulate the government on the
community consultation in putting together the terms of reference for the Royal Commission into
Mental Health. I have certainly seen some of the submissions from organisations in my community.
But in regard to loneliness, aloneness is one thing—being on your own. Spending a lot of time as an
MP and speaking to lots of people, sometimes it feels really good just to be alone. But loneliness is the
opposite. Loneliness is where there is just a yawning lack of anything in your life, which could be
human companionship, and it opens up a very deep and dark black hole inside us.
In fact loneliness is an extraordinary health risk. It is linked to increased mental health issues. We
know that loneliness is a precursor to a number of mental health issues and also to chronic health
issues. Being lonely has the same health implications for heart disease as smoking 15 cigarettes a day,
so this is an incredibly important health issue as well as a societal one. We know people who are lonely
are more likely to go to the GP. They are more likely to attend emergency departments. They are more
likely to call ambulances. They are more likely to die earlier. They are more likely to get diabetes. In
the last study that was done by Lifeline, it was found that 82 per cent of us had experienced loneliness
in our lives.
We talk about social isolation in this chamber from time to time, and I think it is something that is
really important. I for one saw it in the end-of-life choices inquiry and in the retirement housing sector
inquiry—in many inquiries in looking at how we can deal with social isolation. The London School
of Economics found that loneliness costs the community somewhere between $3000 and $11 000 per
person per year, let alone deaths. In moving forward with this really important royal commission, the
action that I am seeking is that the government ensure that loneliness is part of the terms of reference
for the Royal Commission into Mental Health.
NUMURKAH FLOOD MITIGATION PROJECT
Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (18:42): My adjournment matter tonight is for the Minister for
Water, and the action that I seek is for the minister to match the coalition’s commitment of $5.6 million
as the state government share of the cost to deliver the Numurkah flood mitigation project.
History shows that the township of Numurkah suffers from a major flood every 18 years. The last
major flood in 2012 inundated the town, flooding 77 homes, the local hospital and aged-care facility
and the caravan park. The Numurkah flood mitigation project seeks to construct a flood mitigation
structure that will protect the residents of Numurkah during a flood event.
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The Numurkah community appointed the Numurkah Flood Action Group to advocate for the project,
and this group completed the Numurkah flood plain management study to identify the best option to
mitigate a flood event in the town. The preferred option of the action group and the entire Numurkah
community is for the township to be protected from flood by a levee bank construction. The preferred
model will see a system of permanent levees built to protect the township from floodwaters.
Moira Shire Council have estimated the Numurkah flood mitigation project will cost between
$15 million and $18 million, with contributions expected from the federal government, council and
landholders as well as the state government. In October the Liberal coalition announced a funding
commitment of $5.6 million towards the construction of a permanent flood levee. That was an election
commitment which would have been delivered had we won government.
The township has a proven history of past floods that have devastated homes, businesses and
community buildings, causing great anguish, frustration and significant clean-up costs. Of course in
the last flood the hospital was inundated and lost, and it was replaced by the Napthine government. I
thank the former Minister for Health, David Davis, for the work that he did on that.
The residents of Numurkah deserve protection from the impact of flooding, and I call on the Andrews
Labor government to provide funding to help implement this project. The action that I seek is for the
minister to match the coalition’s commitment of $5.6 million as the state government share of the cost
to deliver the Numurkah flood mitigation project.
FORMER SERVICE STATION SITE, BLACKBURN
Mr ATKINSON (Eastern Metropolitan) (18:44): My matter on the adjournment is for the Minister
for Energy, Environment and Climate Change as the minister responsible for the Environment
Protection Authority Victoria (EPA). I have had a communication from a constituent, Mr Colin
Papcun, who runs a Midas franchise on a site at 128–132 Whitehorse Road, Blackburn. That is the
site of a former Ampol service station.
Mr Papcun is actually a lessee through a company called Bapcor, which is a franchisor. He is the
franchisee of the business. He became concerned at a particular point in time that there were still fuel
tanks on the site. He inspected them and noticed a high level of deterioration in those tanks. He also
noticed that there was a level of oil within those tanks and, on a subsequent inspection, noticed that
that level of oil had fallen. He is concerned that in fact the tanks have degraded to the point that what
fuel remained in those tanks has actually seeped away into the ground and potentially into groundwater
feeding into Koonung Creek. We had a significant problem of the same nature south of the railway
line in Blackburn with another service station site previously. The President may be aware of that one.
This is a major concern.
Mr Papcun has contacted the EPA on a number of occasions and has also sought to have his franchisor
pursue the matter on his behalf. In both cases there has not been much success in addressing the
problem, and the EPA has more or less suggested that they really do not inspect tanks as a matter of
course. That is something that alarms me because I think that where these disused service station sites
exist there is often a level of fuel that is left in tanks that in turn are left to degrade and can do some
environmental damage. I think that the EPA ought to be chasing up all of these sites as they are vacated.
In terms of my adjournment action tonight, I seek that the EPA undertake an inspection of this site
operated by Mr Papcun’s Midas centre to ensure that there is not an ongoing problem with leakage of
fuel into the ground and potentially into groundwater so that he can anticipate signing a new lease for
his business and continue without a problem at that address.
LATROBE VALLEY WASTE-TO-ENERGY FACILITY
Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria) (18:48): My matter this evening is for the attention of the Minister
for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Ms D’Ambrosio, in the other place. It relates to the
recent decision to proceed with approvals for an energy-from-waste unit in the Latrobe Valley, which
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will, following a co-contribution from both the Andrews Labor government and the federal
government for a feasibility study, proceed to bring the same sort of technology which is successfully
operating in other jurisdictions around the world to the Latrobe Valley—not just to create jobs but also
to create a very viable source of energy utilising waste product under a very strict set of terms and
conditions that are designed and intended to minimise the impact on the environment and to embrace
those world’s best practice outcomes around minimising particulate distribution into the atmosphere
and any adverse health outcomes that might come.
This is obviously a matter of high sensitivity for people who live and work in the Latrobe Valley. We
know after many, many years now, including from health outcome studies from the mine fire, the risk
of exposure to particulates, and PM2.5 monitoring has been of great concern. The mine fire did
exacerbate those concerns in 2014. The action I seek from the minister is to for her provide
comprehensive information to the community about the way in which this energy-from-waste unit
will be managed not only to allay concerns about exposure to pollutants as a result of the operation of
this facility but also to manage the perception of what the introduction of such a facility will mean for
the Latrobe Valley when air quality has increasingly been front and centre of our community’s minds
in that particular region. So, again, the resource and the action sought is for information to be provided
to the community on a regular basis about the progress of the development of that facility and what it
will mean for the community in health terms, in community terms and also in the context of what the
environmental exposures, risks and hazards might be.
COMPANION THERAPY ASSISTANCE DOGS
Mr O’DONOHUE (Eastern Victoria) (18:50): I raise a matter for the Minister for Corrections,
and it relates to a policy the Liberal-Nationals took to the election last November which I would
encourage the minister, Minister Carroll, to adopt and mould as he deems appropriate. The policy is
to introduce companion therapy assistance dog training into our prison system. This already takes
place in New South Wales. Last year, together with a member of my staff, I went to New South Wales
and met with prison officials who have been involved in the companion therapy assistance dog
program which has been a great success there. It is a great success because this is the classic win-win.
It is a win for prisoners. Prisoners who are given a dog to train in prison have a demonstrated much
lower level of recidivism when released from prison. It gives them such a worthy thing to do while
behind bars in helping to train a dog to be ready to assist someone who is suffering from PTSD or who
needs assistance.
Companion therapy assistance dogs have demonstrated they can make such a difference to the lives
of those who are suffering PTSD and other psychological injury. Former Victoria Police sergeant Ron
Fenton said:
My Companion Therapy Assistance Dog, Yogi, has changed my life and helped me address my PTSD in a
way that drugs and medication couldn’t.
Since receiving Yogi, I’m now sleeping properly for the first time in years and no longer require vast amounts
of medications to get me through the day.
Together with countless defence veterans and retired first responders, I strongly welcome the policy to create—

a companion therapy assistance dog program. This is a policy I encourage, and I am sure my
colleagues on this side of the chamber would encourage the minister and the government more
generally to examine it, talk to colleagues in New South Wales about it and adopt it, because this will
help prisoners address the causes of their offending behaviour and it will help those who have served
the community and who have psychological injury to get their lives back on track and be more
integrated and more involved in the community.
CLIMATE CHANGE
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (18:53): I wish to raise a matter for the attention of the Minister
for Education. Earlier today I expressed my disgust at the actions of extremist climate change activists

ADJOURNMENT
286

Legislative Council

Tuesday, 19 February 2019

who had infiltrated schools in Victoria and had indeed been brainwashing children into a state of near
apoplexy as a result of the fear that they were instilling into these children—fear of what climate
change may do or what in fact climate change will do to them. Now, I am not denying that climate
change is happening, because climate change has been happening for many thousands of years and
that is just a very natural thing. But I do remember when I was a kid I grew up with the prospect of
being blown off the face of the earth by the Russians and the Americans. I remember only too well
that as a kid it used to keep me awake at night, and I think it is just so wrong for these extremists to
take to our kids in this way and fill their heads with the sort of unrealistic nonsense that they do. That
concerns me enormously.
What does also concern me is that apparently next month there is due to be a strike of schoolkids who
will be leaving their classrooms to protest against climate change. Now what exactly a protest against
climate change will achieve I am not sure, but nonetheless they are planning to do this. It has come to
my attention over the last 24 hours that in New South Wales the Minister for Education has made it
very clear that penalties will apply for any teacher or any student who leaves the classroom for that
particular purpose, and I have to say that I support the action of the Minister for Education in New
South Wales. It is a nonsense that we send our kids to school to learn how to read and write and maybe
even add up—most people around here can surely at least add up—and they are dragged out into the
streets to protest against something that they can really do nothing about anyway.
It seems to me that what we need to do is have the minister take a very firm stand on this and send a
very, very clear message that the politicisation of our classrooms is something that cannot be tolerated
and something that he will not tolerate as the education minister. So I am asking the minister to make
it very, very clear that he will follow the example of the New South Wales education minister and will
impose penalties on teachers and on students who forsake the classroom in order to participate in a
strike on the issue of climate change or anything else— (Time expired)
LAND TAX
Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitan) (18:56): My adjournment matter this evening is for the
Treasurer, and it relates to land tax valuations. A constituent of mine phoned my office last Thursday
after they received their land tax bill, and to say that it came as a shock is an understatement. My
constituent is a single woman. She has provided for herself and invested wisely over the years. She
has two properties—modest in size, she told me—both small flats around Prahran and South Yarra.
She had a recent property valuation from the State Revenue Office which estimated an increase in
value of around 46.8 per cent. The State Revenue Office website states, and I quote:
Your 2019 land tax is calculated on the site value of all taxable land you owned on 31 December 2018.

My constituent’s previous land tax bill was $5140. However, the land tax bill that she received last
Thursday was $14 315—almost three times her previous bill. Victorians know that Labor cannot
manage money, but my God are they coming after yours.
This tax grab will affect individuals and businesses who just want to get on, be self-sufficient and not
rely on government. The land tax bill that my constituent has received does not equate to the
proportionality of value as assessed by the State Revenue Office or the land tax authority of whoever
it is within that government agency. Therefore the action I seek is for the Treasurer to provide an
explanation as to the rationale of the State Revenue Office, which slugged my constituent with this
disproportionate amount of land tax last Thursday. I am sure that there are many, many other
Victorians in the same position.
BAIL JUSTICES
Mrs McARTHUR (Western Victoria) (18:58): My adjournment matter tonight is for the attention
of the Attorney-General, and it concerns the unjust treatment of our hardworking bail justice
volunteers. Bail justices volunteer their time to ensure that a person who has been arrested is given a
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timely hearing involving the decision to bail or remand them. Independent third-party volunteers are
called upon by the Office of the Public Advocate when there is a person with cognitive impairment in
the bail hearing. These volunteers are reimbursed for their kilometres travelled, while bail justices are
not. The least this government could do is properly support volunteer bail justices by providing a
kilometre allowance, as they do for independent third parties. There were once 244 bail justices in
Victoria. There are now only 50, yet these 50 dedicated volunteers are still required to attend
129 Victoria Police sites. Victoria Police’s incident fact sheet says that the event of a bail justice not
being available has spiked considerably.
The declining number of bail justices should come as no surprise. Volunteers are clearly not respected
or valued by this Labor government. The Andrews government appears only to recognise paid union
members operating in areas where many of us on this side of the house appreciate the invaluable
contribution of volunteers.
There is no night court available in regional Victoria, so from 4.00 p.m. on a Friday to 9.00 a.m. on a
Monday and on long weekends bail justices are the critical cog in the justice system. Gary Poole, a
constituent of mine, described the problem:
Last weekend I conducted 2 court hearings in Warrnambool between 7pm and 10 pm, went home, had 4 hours
sleep, only to be woken to attend a Ballarat hearing. That totalled 400km in unpaid travelling.

Based on Australian Tax Office estimations, this 400 kilometres of travel would have cost Gary $270.
Gary conducts between 100 and 150 hearings a year. Indeed, since changes to the remand law in July
2018 Gary has already attended 54 hearings. His stipend of $300 per annum would therefore equate
to about $3 a hearing—barely a Big Mac.
Bail justices perform a vital role in our law and order system, and it is critical that the government
properly reimburses bail justices for their essential community service.
DROUGHT ASSISTANCE
Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria) (19:01): My adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Agriculture. I join with my Liberal colleagues in this place and my Nationals colleagues Mr Danny
O’Brien and the Honourable Tim Bull in the other place to highlight the plight of our Gippsland
farmers, particularly in East and Central Gippsland. Our region has had virtually no rain over the past
two years. Our farmers look upon paddocks that are bone-dry and basically dirt. They have bone-dry
dams, and they look exhausted all the time by the fact that they are having to struggle to feed fodder
to cattle and to buy water in order to give them the ingredients of life. On top of that they have regular
mounting bills and now of course, coming into February, they have local council rates, and it is this
issue that I wish to take up with the minister.
Our farmers are resilient, they are innovative and they are fiercely determined to get on with life, but
the drought is having an economic consequence on their families and also in many cases detrimental
effects on their mental health. This is highly concerning for all of us, I am sure.
When Minister Symes came into government and took over the role of Minister for Agriculture she
visited in December. She was on a fact-finding mission, and I note today when she answered a Dorothy
Dixer in the house she raised some issues around who had or had not been in the Assembly electorate
of Gippsland East. She omitted to say that the Deputy Prime Minister, Michael McCormack, had been
down there with Darren Chester only a few weeks ago to see the extent of the damage that this drought
is doing.
What we need is for Minister Symes, when she comes back to East and Central Gippsland at the end
of this week, to bring not just a listening ear but also a rates relief package. The East Gippsland and
Wellington shire councils have both requested that of the state government. They want her to come
down, as we all do, and bring a package that supports our farmers. If they can have that rate relief on
farm, then they can continue to buy fodder, they can continue to buy water and they can continue to
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buy food for their family tables. This is highly important. It should be bipartisan, and we ask the
minister to come down and offer that rate relief package.
RESPONSES
Mr SOMYUREK (South Eastern Metropolitan—Minister for Local Government, Minister for
Small Business) (19:04): I have written responses to adjournment debate matters raised by Mr Davis,
Mr Finn, Ms Lovell and Mr Rich-Phillips on 19 December 2018; Mr Finn, again, on 5 February 2019;
and Dr Ratnam on 6 February 2019.
I have adjournment matters from Mr Davis addressed to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure;
from Mr Hayes addressed to the Minister for Planning; from Mr Ondarchie addressed to the Minister
for Transport Infrastructure; and from Ms Patten addressed to Mr Foley. I have a matter from
Ms Lovell addressed to the Minister for Water; from Mr Atkinson addressed to the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change; from Ms Shing addressed, again, to the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change; from Mr O’Donohue to the Minister for Corrections; from
Mr Finn to the Minister for Education; from Ms Crozier to the Treasurer; from Mrs McArthur to the
Attorney-General; and, finally, from Ms Bath to the Minister for Agriculture.
The PRESIDENT: The house now stands adjourned.
House adjourned 7.06 p.m.
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Written adjournment responses
Responses have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the
appropriate ministers.
Tuesday, 19 February 2019
DUNCANS ROAD, WERRIBEE SOUTH
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (19 December 2018)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
The delivery of the Tullamarine Freeway project does not fall within my portfolio responsibilities.
This question should be directed to the Hon Jacinta Allan MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure.

SHEPPARTON PRIMARY SCHOOLS TRAFFIC SAFETY AUDITS
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victoria) (19 December 2018)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
Following the incident on Monday 10 September 2018, Regional Roads Victoria (RRV) undertook a road
safety review of the Kialla West Primary School crossing in conjunction with Victoria Police Highway Patrol,
Kialla West Primary School representatives and the Greater Shepparton City Council.
While this review revealed that the crossing was essentially compliant, immediate actions were identified to
improve visibility and prominence of the crossing including re-marking of lines, replacement of school
crossing bollards and minor vegetation trimming.
Longer term improvements to the Kialla West school crossing continue to progress, including consideration
of additional warning signage beyond those required as part of standard compliance, along with exploring
separation of students and highway traffic, such as a pedestrian overpass or underpass.
I have recently met with Member for Shepparton, Suzanna Sheed, Greater Shepparton Council and
community representatives on this matter.
RRV will continue to monitor the safety of all school sites adjacent to the arterial road network, and will make
contact with both Grahamvale Primary School and Shepparton East Primary School once school returns to
ensure a comprehensive understanding of all current issues at both school sites are understood, and
opportunities for improvement are explored.

METROPOLITAN TRAIN SERVICES
In reply to Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) (19 December 2018)
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Ports and Freight):
Metro is delivering a better overall passenger experience including fewer faults and cancellations, one year
after the new MR4 operating contract was signed.
V/Line continues to experience significant patronage growth while improving performance. New VLocity
carriages have been allocated to the busiest services on the network, and all lines on the network will receive
upgrades as part of the $1.75 billion Regional Rail Revival.
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WIRE ROPE BARRIERS
In reply to Mr RICH-PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolitan) (19 December 2018)
Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Roads, Minister for Road Safety and the TAC,
Minister for Fishing and Boating):
Unlike the fear-mongering of the opposition, the Government’s approach to road safety is calm, reasoned and
evidence-based.
We are adopting a world’s best practice safe system approach, which emphasises driver education and harm
minimisation, including the adoption of flexible safety barriers. These barriers are proven to prevent head-on
and run-off road crashes—the leading cause of deaths on country roads.
Unlike the opposition, our Government will never send mixed messages about driving through flood waters.
It is never safe, and any suggestion otherwise is irresponsible.
Improving road safety should be a bipartisan cause. Unfortunately, the Coalition has shown time and again
that they are willing to play politics while there are lives at risk.
We know they don’t like flexible safety barriers and would scrap the roll out given half the chance. We will
continue to build them for the simple reason that they are saving lives.

AUTISM EDUCATION
In reply to Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan) (5 February 2019)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education):
I am informed as follows:
In December 2017, the Andrews Labor Government announced its response to the Parliamentary Inquiry into
Services for People with Autism Spectrum Disorder. The response identified support for students with autism
in the school system as a priority and committed $22.4 million to take immediate actions to address the
recommendations. This included:
•

A coordinated approach to autism professional learning for school and regional staff supported by
Regional Autism and Inclusion Consultants.

•

A pilot for a new school funding model for students with disabilities in Victorian government schools
based on functional need.

•

A $2.9 million inclusion funding boost to all Victorian specialist schools to provide outreach support for
students with disabilities, including autism, in their local school.

•

300 postgraduate scholarships for mainstream and specialist school teachers in special education and
applied behavioural analysis.

We are also providing support to address complex and challenging student behaviours. We are:
•

Building the capability of student support services to take an applied behaviour analysis approach to
functional behaviour assessments, through coaching by Board Certified Behaviour Analysts.

•

Rolling-out School-wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) to Government schools across Victoria.
SWPBS provides the most effective, evidence-based ways to prevent and respond to challenging
behaviours at school. Research has shown that SWPBS is successful in reducing challenging behaviours,
improving school culture, and increasing academic performance.

•

Offering a suite of online professional learning courses to support school staff to manage complex and
challenging student behaviours.

FEDERATION SQUARE
In reply to Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan) (6 February 2019)
Ms MINISTER (Richmond—Minister for Planning):
The Heritage Act 2017 provides for public input in relation to the nomination of places and objects to the
Victoria Heritage Register and permit applications for works and activities impacting heritage places.
On 20 July 2018, Heritage Victoria received a nomination from the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) to
include Federation Square on the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR).
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Heritage Victoria accepted the nomination and issued an Interim Protection Order to allow for the assessment
of works related to the Melbourne Metro project. An Interim Protection Order allows for a permit application
to be lodged with Heritage Victoria prior to a determination to include or not include the place on the Victorian
Heritage Register. A permit allowing for the demolition of the Melbourne Information Centre was issued by
Heritage Victoria on 21 September 2018. In December 2018, the Interim Protection Order was extended until
August 2019.
On 18 October 2018, Heritage Victoria recommended that Federation Square be included on the Victorian
Heritage Register. This recommendation was advertised for 60 days and open to public submissions.
The Heritage Council of Victoria—an independent statutory authority established under the Heritage Act
2017—will make the final decision on whether it is included or not included on the Victorian Heritage
Register. In making its determination the Heritage Council will consider submissions made during the
advertisement period and will hold a public hearing in mid-April 2019.
A permit application for the demolition of the Yarra Building and construction of an Apple Store was
advertised between 30 January 2019 and 13 February 2019.
The Heritage Act 2017 requires the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria to consider various matters in
determining a permit application including the extent that the application, if approved, would affect the
cultural heritage significance of the place; the extent that refusal would affect the reasonable or economic use
of the place; and any submissions received in response to public advertisement of the permit application.
Questions regarding the suitability of an Apple Store at Federation Square should be directed to the Minister
for Tourism.
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