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Wednesday, 11 November 2020

The PRESIDENT (Hon. N Elasmar) took the chair at9.35 am and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

The PRESIDENT (09:35: On behalf of the Victorian state Parliament | acknowledge the
Aboriginal peoples, the traditional custodians of this land which has served as a significant meeting
place of the First People of Victoria. | ackrledge and pay respect to the elders of the Aboriginal
nations in Victoria past, present and emerging and welcome any elders and members of the Aboriginal
communities who may visit or participate in the events or proceedings of the Parliament.

Papers
PAPERS
Tabled by Clerk:

Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978Mi ni st er’' s Order of 7 October 2020 giving
licence at Knox Community Gardens Reserve.

Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2086&Report to Parliament on the Extensions of teel&ration of a State
of Emergency, pursuant to section 198(8A) of the Act.

Subordinate Legislation Act 1994Documents under section 15 in respect of Statutory Rule No. 121.
Business of the house
NOTICES OF INTENTION TO MAKE STATEMENTS
Notice given.
Members statements
APPRENTICE OF THE YE AR

Mrs MCARTHUR (Western Victoria (09:39: | rise today to congratulate Shona McGuigan of
Mortl ake for being awarded Victoria's Apprentice
Awards. Shona wdke first female plumbing apprentice at-Tech in Warrnambool after completing
her training through South West TAFE. @ech employs over 3@orkers and has served southst
Victoria for nearly 7G/ears. Shona has a lot to be proud of, winning thechmaa highly male
dominated industry but also against the thousands of apprentices in metropolitan Melbourne and right
across the state. Shona first discovered her passion for plumbing at her school, Mortlake College,
where they allow students to trialricaus career pathways. Trades men and women across Victoria
play a vital role in our local communities in ensuring the safety and functionality of our homes and
businesses. Congratulations, Shona.

REMEMBRANCE DAY

DrKIEU (South Eastern Metropolita(09:39: Today not only marks Remembrance Day but also
the 75thanniversary of the end of World Wiaand the 102n@nniversary of the end of World War
It is estimated that 73000 Australians served in World Wr Tens of thousands of these mmeever
returned home. Many others lived out the rest of their lives scarred both physically and mentally. It is
believed that there are only 3080stralian veterans left from World WHr Many Australians grew
up with a father or mother, grandfathergpandmother that could attest to their experiences of this
time. It is a strange and hollow feeling to be at the end of a generation of men and women that gave
so much to protect our country and to drive a dagger through the heart of tyranny. Todayuve hono
and remember all those Australians that have given so much, sometimes all.
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| will leave you with this poem from the Vonda Stanley collection cdltemlights

Take this simple message,
From a Pioneer, such as |,

We ' | | come back to Aussi e,

When the cloudsoll by.

We ' | | cuddle up to our sweethearts,
And “roll the barrel” too,

When we get back to Aussie,
And all the friends we knew.

Lest we forget.
REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitgn(09:40: On 11November 1918 the guns of thiéestern
Front fell silent after four years of war. Today we remember the service members who have lost their
lives protecting this great country of ours. It makes us reflect on past servicemen who were family
members. In particular for me it was the oldnm@emembrance Day was always important to him.
He always marched, catching up with his mates for lunch. The Premier would be glad to know he was
known to get on the beers today. Late afternoon my brother or | would get a phone call from our
mum— Go gq@et fywd her and bring him home’ . He was a r
immigrated to Australia in 1951, and this meant a lot to him in his later years. Remembrance Day was
a great day for these servicemen to get together, reflect and remember thgseevieir lives in
service to our country. Today | remember the sacrifices my father and his generation made. Lest we
forget.

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitgn(09:49: Remembrance Day 2020, a day to remember all
the Australan men and women who have given their lives to defend our country, a day to remember
just what they fought for over 1@@ars age-to preserve our liberties and freedoms of this great
country. Remembrance Day 2020 is also one to remember because of C@VIReJAnzac Day,
we do not gather today at local cenotaphs or the ShfiRemembrangebecause of government
directions. Whilst nene wants to put anyone at risk, and especially our elderly veterans, when
numbers for the virus are so low, when socistancing could be observed and when other
commonsense measures could be put in place, it is disappointing to all those Victorians that want to
be able to pay their respects that they have been directed by the government that they cannot.

It is those lilerties and freedoms of the democracy that we uphold and the morality of good
government that our forefathers fought for. Sadly, during this COVID crisis when the Victorian
government took the liberties and freedoms of so many of us, the very least tlegada be
transparent and truthful as to decisions they made. The morality of this government is also questionable
when the actions speak louder than words. The hotel quarantine inquiry demonstrated to each and
every one of us the lack of moral fortitydéhen each minister, senior bureaucrat and the Premier had

a prepared ‘1 don’t recall. 1 don’t remember

res

So just |i ke Anzac Day, this year’'s Remembrance D
came out in droves to stand silently amflectively in their driveways to commemorate those who

died to fight for our country and defend our liberties and freedoms. Let us hope that when we all pause

today at 11.0@m it has the same powerful reflection as to what this great country provigealto

thanks to those men and women who fought overy@@fs ag@andwho died in the line of duty to

keep us free.

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr GEPP (Northern Victorig (09:43: | join with members in acknowledging this most solemn
of days, Remembrance Day, the day when the supposed war to end all wars ceased in 1918. The
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Australian War Memorial records show that more tha®@@DAussies died in World Wadr with
155000wounded ad some 400€ken as prisoners. The tragedy of Gallipoli, the horror of the
Somme and the quagmire that was Fromelles must never be repeated and must never be forgotten.

For many of us as we move through our electorates, particularly those of us witbnstiguencies,

the centrepiece of small country towns is of course the war memorial. What comes to mind is
Centenary Park in Wycheproof, which has a most impressive and beautiful memorial. What strikes
you is just how many names from the district ar¢henmemorial. It is very, very moving. Here you

have a small town, yet many of its sons are resting on the other side of theéDmertaf.these brave

men is Tatura born and bred Private Robert Mactier, VC, enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force,
23rdbattalion, in 1917. He died in 1918 at the age of 28. Private Mactier was posthumously awarded
the VC for his incredible heroics in the battle nortPéfonnén France.

On this Remembrance Day | also want to take the opportunity to acknowledge thedtetne by
Legacy and the Legatees, who are providing not only maelded financial and practical assistance
to the families of veterans but also love and companionship. Lest we forget.

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan(09:45: The 11th of November at 11.@@n is the day
and time Australia stops to remember when the Western Front fell silent in 1918 at the end of the First
World War. Three hundred and thirty thousand Australians served; more tB80 6&d. In the
102yearssince, there have been further wars and armed conflicts, and we now stop to remember all
who have served and died during their service on this day. We also remember those who suffered due
to those conflicts and the sacrifices of families here at hontlee Western Metropolitan Region the
HMAS Castlemaine primarily docked at the Williamstown Pier, where it was originally built and
launched in 1941. It was one of AQstralian minesweepers built during World Weas part of the
commonwealth governménts war ti me shipbuilding program. There
the community can find out about what —Remembranc
exhibitions now necessarily online due to this worldwide pandemic. When we open again, kgencoura
you to visit theCastlemaineat Williamstown Pier with your family and learn more.

WYNDHAM INTERFAITHN ETWORK

Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan(09:47: Recently | attended thidationalUnity Week
virtual dinner event organised by tt&yndham Interfaith Network, WIN, to coincide with National
Unity Week. WIN is a prominent organisation in my constituency that works to create harmony among
Victoria's diverse faith groups. This year
programs to promote interfaith learning and sharing presented by members of the diverse communities
in my region. Participants enjoyed a delicious dinner in their own homes delivered by Sunil Abbott
from Jai Ho restaurant. Reverend lan Smith, the execoffieer of the Victorian Council of
Churches, was the keynote speaker. | take this op
thankBhakta Dasglenny Barrera, Laurence Grey, Monica Raizada and other team members for their
work and extending anvitation to me.

S Vil

ASSOCIATION OF HARYA NVIS IN AUSTRALIA

Ms VAGHELA : On another note, | was delighted to be part of the bifth anniversary
celebration of the Haryana state, which was conducted on a digital platform, organised by the
AssociationoftAr yanvi s in Australia, AHA. This year’'s vi
the benefit of global Haryanvi communities. The Association of Haryanvis in Australia have been
working hard to promote their culture, to support senior citizens in thenaaity ando help migrants
and international students in other communities across Australia. Despite the -COK4§&lrictions,
AHA was able to organise this year’'s virtual eV e
celebrate their culture and hage and share their traditions with the younger generation and the wider
community. | take this opportunity to acknowledge the great work of the AHA.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitan(09:48: | rise to also speak briefly about
Remembrance Day. | would like to share a small story. Like many people my age, both of my
grandfathers foughtin WorldwWarl , and on my mother’s side my gran
Guinea against the Japanese. Likany veterans, when he came back he spoke rarely about his
experiences and went back to his life as a builder. After he retired he went back to Japan with his wife,
my grandmother, and | think that it was a way of him making peace. It was sad thatbefalietie
could see it, but my now grandpareintdaw were also fighting in World W4k, on the other side,
on the Japanese side. What | said at my wedding and | will repeat to people now is that the world must
be a better place, because our grandpavesns literally trying to kill each other and now we are
trying to be married to each other. So | think the world is a better place now.

COMMUNITY ORGANISATI ONS

Ms WATT (Northern Metropolitan(09:49: | rise to offer my thanks to the organieas that |
am proud to have served as a board member for in the time immediately before entering this place. |
have a long history of service to community organisations, and today | would like to acknowledge and
honour with great fondness the work and tdbotions to our community of the following
organisations: the Victorian Council of Social Service, chaired by Stetlmopoulos Wo me n’ s
Health Victoria, chaired by Candy Broad; the Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, or VicHealth,
chaired by DiSaly Fawkes; Merri Health, chaired by Carlo Garthere are a couple of names that
might be familiar to folks here; the Progressive Public Health Alliance, chaired AgXOvWodak;
and the Living Future Institute Australia, newly chaired by Tom Grosskapfl @ank the members
of these organisations and their workers, clients and board members for their best wishes as | leave
these respective organisations, and | thank them once again for their immeasurable contributions to
the Victorian community in therpvision of advocacy, policy, services, advice and community
leadership. | look forward to continuing to work with these organisations towards better health and
wellbeing outcomes for the Victorian community. | send them my best wishes as they convene thei
annual general meetings and make plans and preparations for 2021 and continue their services to
Victorian communities, our people and our beloved environment.

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitgr(09:51): | would like to pay homge on Remembrance Day
to our late Pa Butcher, who served in World War |. He served in the Battle of the Somme and | believe
also the Middle East. Unfortunately he was gassed. He did survive, though. | was thinking, do | use
the word ‘| ucwor d orf odrot unautsee’ 22 hle am going to | ean
to return home and raise a family; however, the gas did take a toll on his lungs and he did die
prematurely. The reason | am also mentioning him is that it just brings home thet faat ibalways
very personal. It starts on a global and political scale, and that is the nature of war. Fundamentally |
would like to think it is about protecting democraegnd | believe that is why people go out and
defend, as they have and so bravetl+~dbut at the end of the day it comes back to each and every
one of us. It touches us very personally, and it leaves a mark. Hopefully it is an inspiration to do better
in the future and prevent war in any way we can, but at the same time | honour thiblenseerifices
of those who have served on our behalf so bravely overseas in years past.

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolita(09:52: Every year we mark the 11ittour of the 11tlday
of the 11thmonth. We take time to remembere\"¢member those selfless men and women who have
served, suffered and died in all wars and peacekeeping operations. The year 2020 marks the
75thanniversary of the end of the Second World War. Almost a million Australians answered the calll
and served theitountry. Half of them served overseas on shores far from-héimm Europe to
North Africa, to SoutkEast Asia and the Pacifiein their slouch hats and khaki. They left their homes,
their loved ones, for something greater than themselves. Not all cameGmithés day we pause to
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remember them. We remember all Australians who have served our country. We take a moment to
remember their service and sacrifice to make Australia what it is today. | also wish to recognise the
ongoing dedication and sacrifice nedaly our servicemen and servicewomen across Australia and the
globe. The year 2020 has been turbulent. As | look at events unfolding around the world, | am grateful
for the freedom our service men and women have afforded us, and | am humbled whenHahink w

it has cost them. Lest we forget.

Motions
CHINA TRADE
Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitar-Leader of the Oppositidri09:59: | am pleased to move:

That this house:
(1) notes:

(@) the unjustified and provocative actions of the Chimesemunist government in blocking access
to Victorian exports, including barley, wine, beef and lobster;

(b) that these actions by the Chinese communist government are not consistent with World Trade
Organization rules and do not honour the commitments maGéina under the Chirfaustralia
free trade agreement;

(c) the memorandum of understanding between the Victorian government and the National
Devel opment and Reform Commi ssi on oCUctoberhe Peopl e’ s |
2018, referred to aseiBelt and Road Initiative;

(d) the framework agreement between the Victorian government and the National Development and
Ref orm Commi ssion of the Pe dptbber209, iRpapioulaxl i ¢ of Chi na
article 1, cooperation principles, whittave been ignored by the Chinese communist government;

(2) calls on the Andrews Labor government to:

(@) request that the Chinese communist government reverse its trade blockades of Victorian
produce; and

(b) rebuke the Chinese communist government itseleliberate and damaging actions.

It is with sadness that | begin this motion, because China has been a very good trading partner and
indeed friend in many respects to Australia and to Victoria, and | put on record that my friend and
indeed predecessthe Honourable Rupert Hamer, Premier of Victoria, was the one who signed the
Jiangsu sistestate relationship with China in 1979. It was the first of these signed around Australia
and was regarded as far sighted, and | think it was. It actually opealague between Victoria

and Jiangsu and thereby the People’s Republic of
not make any mistake about the distinctions between the Chinese communist government and the
Chinese people. The Chinese peoptep@ople who are our friends and people that we wish to engage
with on every possible level. But the government has embarked in this recent period on a series of
actions which are damaging to the relationship but also damaging to, in particular, thettreds
Australia and China but in our context Victoria and China, and we need to be quite clear that this is
something we can take a stand on, something we can make clear statements about.

It is true, as people will point out, | am sure, in this delibé, foreign trade is primarily a federal
responsibility. The federal government has clear responsibilities here, and | have no doubt that they
will discharge them. But that equally does not mean that we cannot have a clear view, and this chamber
has on may occasions expressed views about trade, about international links, about international
relations on a number of levels. In this circumstance where Victorian trade is directly threatened we
need to be both thoughtful and moderate but also firm and\&leareed to make it absolutely crystal

clear that what is occurrirgthe threats, the actuality in some cases, of blockages and blockades and
the undeitheradar talk and what are in effect threats wrong and should be called out as such. As

the motion sag, they are not in the spirit of the relationship. They are not in the actuality of the World
Trade Organization principles, selecting goods from one country or one jurisdiction and singling them
out in that way. The ChirAustralia free trade agreememdso lays out rights, privileges and
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agreement between the nations with respect to movement of goods and people indeed between both
jurisdictions, and some of the actions that have occurred in the recent period are not consistent with
those principles either

| think it is important in this context also to state that the state government has signed an agreement,
which we think is an unwise agreement, through the Belt and Road Initiative. There are two of these,
and | invite people to read them. They can katthey are in many respects very weak documents,

but they are also lopsided documents. They are documents that are more favourable to the Chinese
Communist Party and its focus and less favourable to Victoria indeed in this context but Australia in
the boader context. | note the strong focus on infrastructure in the 2019 doeuangeaty strong

focus on infrastructure and road maps. There is in each of the agreements an article that deals with the
settlement of differences, and | will quote one of thenis iBithe 2019 document. It says both sides:

... will settle differences in the interpretation, applicatioimplementation of this.
agreement-
through friendly consultations.

Well, that is a very weak dispute settlement clause, of course, but it iegleagisomething that can

be activated if the government is actually arguing that these have any merit. | do not think they actually
help Victoria terribly much, and we heard yesterday in the chamber when we asked a question about
whether the Minister foAgriculture or the Premier had activated any of those clauses that they had
not. They had not. | say that we cannot be medythed in this process at this point. | think we need

to be quite firm and thoughtful but clear that what is going on is quite,\grong.

It is interesting to look at the articles that are coming through today in a lot of the newspapers at the
moment. It is very clear that in fact wool is one that is in the gun, with China talking under the radar,

but there are seven sectors tist@ine, lobster, sugar, barley, timbeall of these are significant risks

for us in this period. We have got to be quite firm that we need to stand up strongly and stand up
clearly. This is an opportuni ty ,Wwhatisbeingdonec ha mber
here in China is wrong’

We have heard the story of lobster being on the tarmac and facing significant losses. We know that
Victorian wine producers are terribly worried, and people can redule¢kkly Timestories today and

see thad number of the wine groups are very worried about the fact that wine will not be able to get
into China. This operates on several levels. Let us be clear. There are sort of formal bans, and there
have obviously been some formal bans. Coal has hit huadlpspple know, in certain circumstances.

We have heard of what has happened to barley, and this chamber has dealt with that. | am not going
to put on record all the details of the barley movements out of Victoria, but barley is clearly being hit
quite skarply. Wine is also on the hit list. This can be done by a formal blockage or it can be done by
this surreptitious campaign of whispering and making importers in China cautious and afraid to import
new orders and new shipments, and that is now happemnoss @awide front.

Importers are fearful, and the federal government has indeed given advice to people here who are
exporting to China that they need to check carefully and make decisions that factor in the risk that is
involved. So if you are a small pracer trying to export wine into China, for example, you face the
challenge today as to whether to send a new shipment to China with the uncertainty of the bans and
the goslows and the unfavourable attitude of the Chinese Communist Party in Chinaak iaig ik
completely and utterly unfair to our producers. It is unfair to those small firms that are seeking to do
the right thing to export and build jobs here. It will have a significant impact; it is having a significant
impact now. Now, obviously theris a large international context and that is one aspect, but this is
actually a set of decisions that have been made by the Chinese communist government now to
disfavour Australian and indeed, in our context, Victorian exports.

| should say that many @fe links to China and the agricultural and other exports, whether it be
education or the long list of successasurism, the long list of exports that we have successfully built

t



MOTIONS
Wednesday, 11 November 2020 Legislative Council 3853

up with China—have been bipartisan policy. Ted Baillieu, as a new Premiethéelargest trade

del egation to China in China’'s history from Vict:
China and to Victoria. It delivered a great increase in exchange of not only education exports but

tourism and even aged care. | wasinister for aged care at the time, and there was a very significant

focus on potential exports of knowledge and approaches witkcagedupport for older Chinese that

could be moved from Victoria into China.

My point here is that this is not somethiany of us want. On one level we have to keep talking

positively to the Chinese communist government and maintain the links with the Chinese community,

which are so important. But we also have to speak plainly and say that what is going on is wrong and

iti s not consistent, and Victoria's government is
directly and plainly to the Chinese communist government, to provincial governments even, to say

this is damaging and it is wrong. | think that they almo speak publicly, and | think they should;

hence the motion is in the form that it is in.

So | think this is a very important set of moments that we face with this challenge. | am not pretending

that this is easy. | am not pretending that any of uddimave wished this. | do not think the state
government’'s Belt and Road focus has been hel pful
sign. We have been quite clear about that, and we think that in many respects they are not worth the

paper tiey are written on in terms of delivering for Victoria, but they do deliver a political and

otherwise economic benefit for China. The focus on infrastructure is strong in those agreements.

Now, of course Chinese involvement in infrastructure is in gengpabgriate, but where a Chinese
communist governmesgiontrolled entity is involved we need to think carefully about that too. And

we have seen contractual disputes with some of these firms. So they are not like a normal firm; they
are actually a wholly owed and controlled government subsidiary of the Chinese communist
government. So a state government having a legal and financial dispute with a firm like that faces
certain challenges. Let us be clear about that too.

But the key point today is that agredrhtegy to expand our exports over a longer periby all

parties, | think—and now we are hitting very heavy weather. | think that we can speak up. | think the
chamber can speak up, but | think the state government, under Daniel Andrews, can speak up as we
and should speak up in favour of our exporters.

Ms SHING (Eastern Victoria(10:09: | rise today to make a contributiontoMravi s’ s mot i on,
and | note that the motion itself has leapt around a bit from the impact on primary producers and
exports in Victoria through to the way in which free trade agreements on the one hand, tariffs and
indeed the Belt and Road Initiative as a document, which lists the aspirations of two jurisdictions, have
formulated the basisforMda vi s’ s ¢ eeekingl thinkthe lashdotipaint of the motion
referstoi—a ‘' rebuke’ against the Chinese government.

But one thing that has been consistentiMrvi s’ s contri bution today is h
Chinese government simply as the Chinesemgowent.If you go back throughlansardfrom today
andyoulookatMbavi s’ s references to the Chinese governn
to the ‘' Chinese communi st government’ on every si
perhgs from MrDavis or indeed an inclusion by design, because this motion is being brought by

Mr Davis for the purpose of making political points rather than practical ones which will assist our

primary producers and exporters across a range of differemissaiet! industries in Victoria, including

beef, dairy, horticulture, viticulture and other primary and secondary product.

Mr Davis interjected.

Ms SHING: Well, Mr Davis, you have just heard me refer to beef, dairy and horticulture, so those,
with viticulture, would probably constitute agriculture.
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’

What we are talking about heteoughisMrDavi s’ s preoccupation with
level in a jurisdiction which is not in a position to effect change on tariff agreements, which aye strictl

the purview of federal governments, whilst also having a bet the other way and championing the
actions of a former coalition Premier, Med Baillieu, in leading the firstver trade delegation to

China. Now, Mmavis is very happy to refer to the wohat the former coalition government did in
seeking to enhance and attract export opportunities and bilateral trade opportunities to and with China
on the one hand, and yet on the other the way in which this motion has been drafted seems to fail
diplomacyl01 in its clumsy and awkward expression. | fearthabMrv i s’ s char act er i
matters, in seeking to rebuke the Chinese government and in using the sort of language that he has
used in seeking to request a reversal of trade blockades of &ficgaduce, may have the reverse
effect to that which, as MPavis has claimed quite passionately in this place on a number of occasions
now, all parties seek to achieve.

When he got to his feet to talk about this motion[Mvis also referred to the needbe, and | quote

gr al

sat i

hi m, “thought ful and moder ate’ on the one hand bl

common sleight of hand from NDravis and from those opposite. On the one hand they want to wade
into the territory of international pliomacy and trade relations in a way that might be seen to occupy

a space on the world stage, and on the other they are very happy to take language into the public
domain which condemns our relationship with China, which has made China our largest trading
partner in many, many parts of the Victorian economy and in a number of sectors.

What we do have is a situation where the Belt and Road Initiative, which again is widely
misunderstood-and we have seen that in this chamber when people have variouslyl reféres a

funding agreement, have variously asked about grants and have variously confirmed that they have
neither read nor understood the docurmedstan intention by the two jurisdictions, namely, Victoria

and China, to work together to enhance codperapportunities to build trade and commerce
opportunities now and into the future.

This is something whiekif you go back and look atMPa v i s’ s e-MmBailieu Whert i o n
Premier in fact did by his own actions in leading that first trade delegai@nina. How far we have
come now-—that the very same actions which are facilitated through the Belt and Road Initiative are
now something which Mbavis wants to conveniently use to condemn the work being done by this
government to enhance and build ugaisting SineAustralian relations and to enhance trade and
export opportunities in Victoria.

What MrDavis also conveniently neglects, despite his protestations to the contrary, is the importance
of a good and productive working relationship with prim@gducers and exporters across a range of
different sectors. MDavis has referred to lobsters languishing on tarmac, which has resulted in
significant product spoilage. There is also another risk for this should it come to pass in relation to
guarantine ratters that may arise for fresh fruit and vegetables. There are issues in relation to the way
in which exported product may be received with delays upon receipt, and these do present a matter of
concern and indeed worry for primary producers who rely swillgeupon this global part of the
market.

What MrDavis has not achieved through his contribution, however, is any constructive way to work
with and alongside our primary producers and our exporters to raise the profile in a beneficial and
positive way othe goods which we produce, which are world class by any measure, and to make sure
that our primary producers, from our dairy farms through to our grain growers, from our wineries
through to our beef, from those processing plants that manufacture mikmptbwough to the way in

which our tourism and visitor economy operators work so hard to get a share of the Chinese visitor
market, are supported in the work that we as a state government do.

There are also around a quarter of a million Victorians with&3le heritage and ancestry. | am one
of them. That is why | take personal umbrage aDMrv i s’
communist government whilst also payingdigrvice to the impact that his particular contribution and

s obsession with refer
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that motions like this may well have in practical terms on members of the Chinese Australian
community here in Victoria.

There are a number of communities which stand to lose from contributions sucas Wi s’ s . We
have in fact a situation where we must continue to \war&fully, diligently and thoroughly with our

trade partners all around the world. This is not something that has changed. This includes our work
with and alongside China, including through decentralised trade negotiations with that jurisdiction, as
well as making sure that we continue to work constructively with our colleagues in Canberra and the
federal government, which regulates tariffs in the jurisdiction that we are talking about with our trade
partnerships with China, and that we do not in fact seeknecessarily weigh into a debate with
inflammatory language such as that referred to byp®iis in this motion today, around seeking to

kick the shins of a process which is intended to resolve issues and deadlocks.

We need to work through the inteltcwal issues that may arise in the course of trade relations and
associated debates, to work to enhance mechanisms such as dispute resolution, which are referred to
in the Belt and Road Initiative, and to understand what the spirit of this documerteiimnof
encouraging a bilateral approach to cooperative deais@king in a way that enhaneesot, as

Mr Davis has referred to, a osigled set of benefitshilateral improvement of trade relations such

that Victoria can continue to benefit from the numbe tourists that we see here. There were more

than 65000 in the last year before COVID restrictions came into force. We must do so in a way
which builds upon the jobs which are created across a range of industries and sectors and in a way in
which wecan enhance our trade partnerships with China so that in every part of our state, from the
middle of Melbourne through to our borders with other states in Australia, we are maximising our
opportunities, not just with China but with every trading partragntie have.

For this motion to be brought for any reason other than a cheap grandstanding attempt at relevance in

what is ostensibly a federal matterbeliesdevi s’ s true intentions and i ndeé
oppositein wanting to inject themselves into a situation which is the subject of intense and ongoing

diplomatic discussioniVe need to make sure, in having these debates as we do, that we understand

the relevance of trading partnerships with jurisdictions all taeworld, that we do whatever we can

to support our communities, our sectors and industries and our workforces which rely upon productive,
constructive and indeed profitable arrangements with China and that we do not fall for the cheap

theatre of a cotant reference to the Chinese communist government, because | have got to say | have

been asked on a number of occasions now over the last couple of years what my affiliation with the

Chinese Communist Party-sand if that is not an indication of wherestliebate has started to head

then | do not know what is. What this sort of discussion does in an incredibly puerile and
unsophisticated way is make cheap tactical points at the expense of building, of ameliorating and of
recovering relationships whichNravi s has referred to as ‘hitting v
contribution from earlier this morning.

We have announced in the course of our term in government since beliecieed in 2014 a range of
measures to assist primary producers with enhgrtbeir export opportunities. We have done that
through inbound trade delegations to make sure that people from China and a range of other
jurisdictions can see what it is that we do rather than sending a small group of people in trade and
commerce to Cha to spruik that particular set of skills and offerings that we have as a Victorian
economy, as a Victorian jurisdiction, and that has been enormously successful. We have seen that in
fact we had before COVID the largest source of international ovexisifots from China, more than
650000, and international student enrolments in 2019 were up863B7

So this is why agreements, arrangements, contracts and commitments of this magnitude require a

deftness of diplomatic skill and expertise thatDwis simply does not have. These sorts of eack

handed motions put before the house do nothing other than raise the profile of an opposition which is
desperately seeking to be relevant. They do not change the narrative of diplomatic discussions and
negotiationsvhi ch are taking place in Canberra. They do
business and ptaesd effdt® being sndertaken aréund the clock to correct
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misunderstandings, to improve misinformation and to restore effective and pdsitieg
relationships with China. What motions like these do is languislamnsarduntil such time as those
opposite want to refer yet again to the Chinese communist government and want to cherrypick the
sorts of political issues that may apply to ormésgliction in a specific part of the political spectrum
whilst ignoring the issues which have also arisen in other jurisdictions around the world.

Victoria and indeed Australia have trading partnerships with other countries and nations which it might
be s& have also had issues that have taken our relationship into wlaMri s says i s
weat her ' . Yet Davstakingabout thdse idsiesand thdse challenges in this place,
and the reason that you do not is whatDdris has refeed to repeatedly, obsessively, in his
contribution in relation to the Chinese communist government. This sort of Sinophobia is politically
motivated. It does not assist those farmers, those communities, those workers, those businesses and
those industrieshich rely upon productive relationships, and if Mavis suddenly wishes to become

an ambassador, an attaché or indeed a diplomat then he is in the wrong place to be doing that and he
has also got a fair bit of work to do to improve the way he goes hisdutsiness.

‘

very

What we see repeatedly in this place id)wis standing up and decrying in the most vocal and florid

terms just about everything that this government does. When we see that superimposed onto
diplomatic relations, it is almost certain td.filvhen we see an inability to understand the intercultural

matrix and the trade relations as they operate between different jurisdictions, that is almost certain to

fail. WhenweseeMbavi s’ s dogged attempt to ethagshoge i n i nte
and demonstrates little respect for the practical consequences of his words, then we know that

Mr Davis in seeking to be a diplomat is definitely in the wrong business.

What | would suggest in relation to this particular motion is thaD®iisand others look to the many,

many billions of dollars in trade that have been achieved and secured with Victoria over decades,
whereby China has become one of thegminent trading partners, if not the faminent trading

partner, with Victoria acrossrange of sectors, and | would in fact entreat people who are interested

in this particular motion to look at those billions of dollars in current investment and in past investment,
the growth of that return for Victoria in jobs and in financial, sociakmedomic terms and the future

of that trajectory as it relates to increased spend from one of the largest trading partners on the globe.
| would encourage those who might be interested in this debate to understand that not everyone in this
place sharesMPavi s’ s view around r ebukebDayvsprappsestthhe bl unt
use, being the most suitable tool for resolving diplomatic deadlocks. | am hopeful that we can see an
improvement in practical terms in the way in which agreements operateratidn on a practical

level on the tarmac, in the fields and paddocks and in the processing facilities and factories here and
in China, such that our trade partnerships can continue to grow and grow healthily over time. | am also
looking forward to coruing the work and to seeing the work unfold within Victoria to improve
export opportunities for our producers and to build job opportunities around that.

We have got a long way to go in terms of meeting our full potential in terms of engagement and
relaions with not just China but other jurisdictions globally. We have seen markets open up
exponentially, particularly as it relates to the pandemic, whereby business and markets have embraced
an entirely new way of undertaking commerce, and this is something | think we also need to be
mindful of, presenting the opportunities that it does for Australia as a geographically distanced
jurisdiction to take advantage of now and into the future. We are increasingly seeing supply chain and
logistics developmestand technological advances make the delivery of primary production and
secondary goods to the world stage from Victoria in a more efficient and swift way than ever before.
So we on this side of the chamber want to see that work continue, and we idie thiistee chamber

want to see an ongoing effort in good faith and by reference to established diplomatic processes
continue to work in the way that it should, whilst also continuing discussions with our colleagues in
Canberra to resolve deadlocks whergassible.

The sorts of challenges that Victoria has faced and is continuing to face around quarantining and other
unofficial channels, reducing the capacity for goods to be delivered and contracts to be fulfilled in
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China, are causing significant griehdy are causing economic harm, and they are indeed causing a
level of uncertainty that our primary producers and exporters desperately want to see resolved. We
want to make sure that our exports of wine, of beef, of barley, of lobster and of other prichary
prestige goods make it to their destination, we want to make sure that we continue to secure our share
of one of the largest markets on earth and we also want to make sure that we continue to engage in the
sort of diplomatic discussion and buildingrefationships that is so integral to the way in which such

trade partnerships operate.

So the government will not be supporting the motion put byp®is for the reasons that | have

outlined. We continue to be invested in the practical and economictbehafproductive relationship

with China. We continue to note that there is work to do to resolve deadlocks and to remove blockages

which have occurred and received media coverage in recent times and which are hurting our primary
producers. However, wadot believe that a motion in the terms couched bp&iis achieves those

ends or does anything productive in the course of the discussions, which are necessary and a crucial

part of continuing good and effective trade relations into the future, and wetdoelieve that
MrDavis’'s motion, couched in the terms that it is,
for relevance from those opposite. The government opposes this motion.

Mr LIMBRICK  (South Eastern Metropolita(lL0:30Q: The issue of foreign relations with China
is a difficult one for the Liberal Democrats because we love free trade, but we also love human rights.
When it comes down to it human rights are of the utmost importance in China and in Victoria, for that
matter. Tls motion asks us to note the provocative action of the Chinese government in regard to
exports, but | would like to draw your attention to a particular export that has concerned me and a
shameful export that | would like to never see happen again.

A few months ago the ABC ran a documentaryForeign Corresponderand Radio National called

“The power of Falun Gong’. Since starting this |
both in my electorate and in other areas. They are a peaceful gpmgp# who courageously stand

up against persecution from the Chinese Communist Party to practise their beliefs, which in many

ways are no more unusual than those of many Christian denominations. | was shocked to see their

vilification in the ABC documeiatry, which repeated a number of Chinese Communist Party talking

points. If this program had referred to nearly any other religious minority in Australia, the producers

would be accused of hate crimes. In fact the ABC was so successful that the CCP asafutiseam

documentary for their own websiegxactly as they were warned beforehatahd they went ahead

and broadcast the episodes anyway.

In the days that followed | heard of Falun Gong practitioners in Australia being abused by members
of the public as direct consequence of this program. When | spoke up in their support, websites in
China that were originally set up by what is called the@ffide, which was set up in the late 1990s

to persecute and eradicate religions that the Chinese Communistdeangddoutlawed, actually set

up a webpage on me. They started criticising me directly because | dared to defend freedom of religion
and criticise the ABC. So while members of the government might like to visit China to talk about
free trade they will haves count me out, because | fear if | go | will never be able to return. | have
since complained to the ABC on the grounds that it breached its own policies by inciting undeserved
stigmatisation of a vulnerable religious minority. They investigated theesseind declared
themselves innocent.

Mr Finn : As they do.

Mr LIMBRICK : As they do. | have taken it further, to the Australian Communications and Media
Authority, and | eagerly await their reply. | would like to see free trade with China, but | would urge
the ABC to stop using taxpayers money to export propaganda aboutfestseinorities to the
Chinese government. We should always stand up to bullies, so | commend this motion to the house.
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Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan(10:33: | rise to support the motion so very ably put by my
friend and colleague Mbavis todg. In doing so | congratulate Nlimbrick on his contribution,
because | too have had a great deal to do with Falun Gong practitioners and their associated supporters
now over a number of years, and they are good people. They are very good people. fidiey do
deserve the persecution and they do not deserve the treatment that they have received from the
barbarians in Beijing, and that is the{tatt truth. It is a disgrace, the way that they have been treated,
and of course they are not alone. When you dhlbut human rights it is not something that you
immediately connect with the Chinese government. There are preblablpuld say almost
certainly—very few governments in the world that are more involved in the violation of human rights
than the Chinese canunist government. They are despicable in many ways, and | commend
Mr Davis on making the point that whilst we are a friend of the Chinese people, and | have many,
many, many Chinese friends, the Chinese Communist Party is not one of them.

Anybody who trig to tell you that the Chinese communist government is a friend of Australia is having

a lend of you. The fact of the matter is that it is not, and it has shown that of recent months. Putting
aside the debate about the genesis of the Wuhan virus andnithettseallowed deliberately to infect

the world—some have even suggested that it was part of a Chinese government plan to destabilise the
US in the leadup to the election, but putting all that asiéggou have got to wonder why the Chinese
communist goverment reacted so badly when Scott Morrison suggested that we have an inquiry, we
ask some questions and we find out what happened. They went berserk, and you can understand
why—because if there is a more secretive government, apart from North Korea partiegpe/orld

than communist China, you will be hgpcessed to find it.

Of course the Chinese government is not just an enemy of Australia; it is an enemy of its own people.
Anybody who shows any form of criticism at all cops it in the neck. There ang, mmany, many

people in prison camps, in jails. There are many, many people who were taken away in the middle of
the night and have not been seen since. There are many, many people who have been murdered by the
Chinese government for the simple deal dfiaising the Chinese regime. It is appropriate, as

Mr Limbrick pointed out, that the ABC would be supporting the Chinese Communist Party, because
there is a pretty strong link there as far as | am concerned. Maydienaybe, definitely-the sooner

we pullthe plug on the ABC, the better we will all be in this nation as well.

I am not going to go on forever today, because | know there are a number of people who wish to have
their say and | will be considerate in that regard. But | am very concerned abBatttaed Road

Initiative (BRI) that has been put up by the Andrews government. The Premier seems to regard himself
as some sort of Chinese communist best friend or something similar to that. | am not sure what it is.
Until the Wuhan virus hit he had spenbre time in China than he had in country Victoria, and that

tells you a fair bit about where his priorities are. What | am very concerned about is that the Premier
of this state is selling our fut wthateverfdsingle s sel | i n
member, whichever side we are on, should be deeply concerned about. | do not want our future owned
by the Chinese Communist Party. That is not on. That is not an option. | do not want in any way, shape
or form my children or my granddtiten being controlled by the Chinese Communist Party, and that

is my very deep concern. That is a very real possibility, indeed a probabilityAifidiews continues

down this track.

| know there are huge number of people in the community who are ecpuadigrned. It is certainly

an issue to which, when it was first raised about | suppose 12nooritBs ago, the reaction in my
electorate was huge, because of course there are a number of people in the west of Melbourne from
China, from Vietnam, from a meber of communist nations. They have come here to Australia for
freedom. They have come to Australia to escape the communists. They do not want our Premier selling
our state and our futureand their future-to the Chinese Communist Party. That is the ltéisgtthey

want, and they are genuinely afraid of that because they have seen communism firsthand and they
know how totally and thoroughly evil it is. So | have given them a firm commitment that | will fight
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BRI in every way that | possibly can. | will dbat with every fibre of my being because this is
something that is so very, very important.

China has shown over recent times that it cannot be relied upon fer-trafte anything else for that

matter. We have to find new markets. We have to go out Heybat we have traditionally done and

find those markets. They are out there. We need to do that because, as | say, we just cannot rely on
China.

| find it disappointing, but not surprising, that the government is not supporting this motion today. We
know the connection between the Andrews government and the Chinese Communist Party, so it
should not surprise anybody that the government of Victoria does not in any way wish to upset their
communist overlords in Beijing. That is not surprising to anyone, &diicly it is very, very
disappointing. | commend Mbavis for this motion. | think it is an extremely important motion, and

I urge all members of the house to give it their full support.

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister feegional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resourged.0:40):1  wi | | not take too much
time, but these are important issues and, as Minister for Agriculture, it is important that | respond.
Obviously | was askkabout it yesterday. | get asked quite a bit in this house about our relationship
with China. Fundamentally what is important to me is what is important to Victorian farmers,
producers and exporters, and China is our number one customer. This is gueninssue for me
and for country Victoria in particular. So the Victorian government very much values the partnership
we have with China. As | have said, it is our number one trading partner and it is obviously a significant
investor. China has createpportunities and jobs for Victorians. Our relationship is not just an
economic one; the Chinese community in Victoria has a history of oveed®and continues to be
a cornerstone of Victoria’s vibrant multicultural

The Victorian governmén’ s r el ati onship with China benefits al
so as we emerge strongly from this pandemic. Exports to China have growpdrycéat in the last

five years, and that is since we have been in government. It is obvioha\imat a good working
relationship with China is in everybody’'s best ir
policy, and the Victorian government has a strong role to play in protecting and promoting the rights

of our exporters. Som&ould prefer that we do have a worse relationship with this trading partner.

That is a matter for them, but it would mean less exports, less customers and less jobs for country

Victorians in particular.

The Belt and Road MOU was signed in 2018 and proddgsong platform to engage with China

and explore mutually beneficial opportunities for China and Victoria. The agreement provides Victoria

a seat at the table. Our trade and investment offices in China are utilisiagket contacts, including

the Naional Development and Reform Commission, to understand developments and advocate for
Victoria’s interests. Through our established net
Victorian exporters, including abattoirs who have-gelfinteered tguspend exports in response to

COVID detections at the facilities, and these efforts are considered, they are respectful and they are

ongoing.

| received a briefing from Brett Stevens, tleentnissioner for Victoria tgreater Chinaon Monday

of this week He is based in Shanghai and joined me from th&i@ technology, obviously. The
commissioner gave me an update on the status of trade relationships with China and the potential
implication for Victorian exporters. He remained positive about the quéhfictorian products and

the produce going into market. | know from personal experience, when | visited China some years
ago, that there is a lot of excitement from locals about the quality of produce that comes from Victoria.
We have a reputation for bgiclean and green and have the most premium products in the world, and
there is no denying that they are in high demand for the growing middle class of China and indeed
other countries around the world, such as India and Indonesia.
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The commissioner has a strong established relationship with Chinese businesses and officials,
Victorian businesses in market as well as key contacts through the commonwealth Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Department of Agriculture, Watkthe Environment. These key
contacts, along with the presence through five Victorian government trade and investment offices in
China, have meant that the agriculture department has also received multiple briefings from the
commonwealth government oveetpast week as issues have arisen. The Victorian government has
of course the largest network of government trade and investment offices of any Australian state, with
22trade and investment offices located around the globe.

The commissioner and our tradied investment offices in China are actively facilitating trade and

investment opportunities for Victoria and supporting exporters to navigate trade relationships and

situations that we are currently experiencing. Brett continues to reach out and étigesgedifferent

levels, supporting continued dialogue at the government level, including through twprsigiece
relationships and | e v er a gdtyn rglationghig witlc the Vianjin f Mel bou
municipality. | think it is something togint out too that China obviously has, not unlike Australia,

lots of different provinces that have different relationships with different parts of Australia, and

obviously Victoria has got different relationships with different parts of China. So tCtrieat as all

one big country is to oversimplify it to a large degree. There are a lot of areas where our produce is

more popular than others, for instance.

The commissioner was able to give me a firsthand account of reactions to Victorian products at the
China International Import Expo which has just been held this week. The expo is a significant trade
fair held in China, and it is the first impdhtemed nationdkvel expo and receives global recognition,
featuring exhibitions from multiple countries abdsinesses. The Victorian government supported

28 Victorian food and fibre firms to exhibit at the expo across the last week through utilisiagkiat
partners of Victorian businesses. Key product categories that attended include dairy, wine, erticultur
and processed foods. Early indications are of a strong level of interest in Victorian food and fibre
products from key buyers and distributors, including countries reporting immediate sales on the
ground. These are new sales this week.

This is a fantasti outcome. It goes again to the quality and the reputation of our amazing Victorian
produce and the Victorian network of support for our exporters, and that will be further developed
under the recently announced $1&illion export recovery package whichindeed a direct response

to the pandemic. The package will address logistics and supply chain issues caused by the pandemic
and is hoped to establish new export channels. Businesses will be connected to international markets
through virtual trade misgis as well as assistance to adapt their export strategies to respond to the
rapidly changing global market. Virtual trade missions will be delivered to maintain and build
connections with key international markets, including opportunities to connecteyitbulyers and
distributors in market. This includes many important markets but of course China.

The Victorian government will also shortly open our 2Bade and investment centre in Vietnam,

which is seen as a growing opportunity for Victorian food @nd firms. Ongoing support is provided

to enable firms to connect with this region more generally. For example, in February this year Global

Victoria hosted 3®orticultural buyers from throughout SotHast Asia. The delegation visited

Mildura, SwanHiland Shepparton t o s a mlgddieghdrticulttsatsecicond our st
and during this time they met with more thanb88inesses on the ground. The export recovery

package also will support programs to enable firms to remain engaged imiethmetional trade as

we identify more opportunities for our producers and our exporters to explore.

| am also aware obviously that freight continues to be front of mind for our exporters, and | thought it
was a good opportunity to use this motion to ipdae house on some of the developments in this
space. Obviously freight is a critical step to get products into market. We are working closely with
industry and of course the commonwealth to ensure Victorian exporters are able to access the freight
pathways they need at this critical time of the upcoming harvest. It is particularly important given the
massive reduction in passenger airlines.
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Agriculture Victoria meets regularly with the agriculture industry reference group established to
navigate the CO\D-19 response and nhow moving to a recovery phase. This group was established as
a forum for communication, information sharing and advice focused on economic and other issues
relevant to the Victorian agricultural sector. A subgroup has now been esthittiahé& meeting

today, actually, to discuss export challenges, with a particular focus on how farmers can get better
access to the commonwealth International Freight Assistance Mechanism, and the group is also
exploring how export pathways will be mandgehen this program finishes on 3ne next year.

Such strong industry engagement is vital for the Victorian government because it helps us identify
solutions and manage any trade issues as they arise when we hear about them coming directly from
those thg impact.

We have also strategically invested to focus more broadly on securing the confidence of Chinese
customers. The Victorian government has recently completed a trial of new traceability technology
for the citrus industry, giving overseas importensl @onsumers confidence that they are buying
Victorian produce. We have invested $200 in the citrus traceability pilot, a partnership with Citrus
Australia. The pilot traced fruit from orchards in Mildura through the Mildura Fruit Company pack
house ad onto international consumers in China. Improved traceability is really, really important
because it helps combat food fraud, which is a major issue in some export markets. It also provides
confidence about a product os betitgirn,caplltawiise
reputation as a quality producer, and helps prevent people trying to get what we have got. The pilot
used digital fingerprint labelling and blockchain technology. Projects like this can help in providing
confidence to ir@rnational markets that our products continue to be high quality and meet technical
market access requirements and are not imposters.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Melhem): The time being 10.58m, | have to interrupt business
to acknowledge Remembrance Dayaccordance with the resolution of the house.

Business interrupted pursuant to order of Council of L0November.
Sitting suspended 10.5am until 12.33pm.

Questions without notice and ministers statements
COvVID-19

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitgn(12:33: My question is to the Minister for Local
Government. Minister, over the weekend, health department officials urgently met with Hume and
Wyndham council officers to discuss a proposed asymptomatic testing blitz to be undertaken, so | ask:
what additional resources have been provided to those affected local councils to undertake the rollout
of this program?

Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitanr-Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veteran@ 2:33: Ms Crozier, because | would say this would be a health
led operation, | am happy to get more information in line with the standing orders. | can say that the
local councils have been terrific in supporting the community in this global pandemic chdllenge.
think since the first postcode lockdown of areas which included those councils towards the north and
the west we organised hidgvel people from the Department of Health and Human Services to meet
with all the mayors. And of course after the increasktla@ need for it to be expanded, with certain
high-level restrictions through the metropolitan area, we ended up having | think about four or so
regular, around weekly, meetings with all the mayors so they could ask DHHS questions directly on
this challege.

On top of that, definitely weekly and even probatdbserthanthat, at the early stages and during the

real challenges around the hilglvel restrictions, higthevel departmental people were meeting with

all the CEOsAs the higher level of restrictns applied to regional areas, a similar meeting on a weekly
basis was held with the CEOs and other personnel of all the regional councils. So there has been a

Y in
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great deal of direct dialogue between councils andleig health officials, which is as ihsuld be.

| have got to say, giving the CEOs and the mayors an opportunity to ask questions of tHeselhigh
health officials was a good thing. But in saying that, it was anewp street, where the mayors and
the CEOs actually gave some local intel smggestions about how they might be able to assist in this
challenge, and what you are referring to may be partly a result of that.

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitgn(12:36: Thank you, Minister, for your response. | think
that is exactly thegint in terms of how the councils may respond, and that is really what | am asking,
so that is why | directed it to you and not to the health minister, understanding that there is that dialogue
going on between the department and local councils. Buni isnderstanding that the councils are
guite concerned about the resourcing required, so in relation to my supplementary, Minister, if you
could also assist me with this: what is the model of testing that DHHS has decided on and which has
been communicatetd the local council areas of Hume and Wyndham? | ask that because again it
relates to the resourcing that local councils will require and some of that uncertainty that you have
referred to here in the house today.

Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitar-Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterand.2:37): | am more than happy to assist Miozier. | think that
guestion, given the nature of it, should have been directed to the Minister for Health, because-| would

Ms Crozier interjected.

Mr LEANE : | would do you and me in this house a disservice to outline a health model that has
been suggested to any stakeholder. So what | will do, Presitienause | like to help, and you know
that—is | will get MsCroziera written response, and | will even provide that response within the
standing orders for me doing it, in one day rather than two.

CHILD PROTECTION

Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victorig (12:38: My question is to Minister Stitt, representing the
Minister for Child Protection. The Victorian Ombudsman report released this week revealed that
children in residential care are being exposed to drugs and abuse because of ongoing failures in the
system. In one instance children were given psychotropic drugartage their behaviour, despite
there being no controls in place to manage this. | have experienced firsthand as a police officer
returning children to resi care and charging adult men with taking advantage of vulnerable teenagers.
| note the higkrisk youth unit is targeting these situations, but there are still many instances of this
happening. My question to the minister is: can the minister outline what other steps are in place to
ensure that this serious situation is being addressed?

Ms STITT (WesterrMetropolitan—Minister for Workplace Safety, Minister for Early Childhgod
(12:39: I thank MrGrimley for his question, and | will ask Minister Donnellan to provide a written
response in accordance with the standing orders.

Mr GRIMLEY (Western Vitoria) (12:39: Thanks, Minister. It is an understatement to say that
there are many issues we are seeing frorolibme care and resi care especially. For example, the
Department of Health and Human Services has recorded thatidd0fan children are reported
missing each year from eaf-home care due to the horrific circumstances and conditions that they
live in. The minister would be aware that the Victorian commissioner for young people, Liana
Buchanan, stated:

In the last decade theimber of children in care has doubled but funding has not kept pace

My supplementary question is: why have we not seen funding keep pace with the number of children
in care, and when will we see this funding increase?
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Ms STITT (Western Metropolitan-Minister for Workplace Safety, Minister for Early Childhgod
(12:39: | will get a response from Minister Donnellan in accordance with the standing orders for
Mr Grimley.

MINISTERS STATEMENTS : VETERANS SERVICES

Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitar-Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veteranfl2:40: | would like to update the house on recent grants to a
number of exservice organisations, particularly ones that are awarded by the Victorian Veterans
Councl. And can | give a shotdut to Roger Clifton, the chair of that council, who does a great job.
They initially announced $hillion funding to ESOs. One of those that | would like to highlight is
$100000 to Melbourne Legacy to provide support of $3060pd ami | y t o hel p veteran
their children, particularly around education expenses. | think it willgo as far asd8er ans’ f ami | i
and their children. | cannot speak highly enough

I would like to hidnlight another project. My colleague John Eren is a former vets minister and, | have
got to say, was one of the architects around the employment program in the public sector that has
employed nearly 75@ets. His advocacy helped the Lara RSL, which wilptmvided with support

around wanting to preserve and store some displays that they have in the best way that they can to
keep them in good quality for as long as possible. So | just want to give spshtwtlohn Eren.

There are a number of other comityigrants for these eservice organisations, and | am sure they

will be appreciated. | want to acknowledge all of those groups and the great work they do for veterans
and the community.

COVID-19

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitgn(12:42: My question is to the Minister for Small
Business. Minister, Business Wodonga chief Neil Aird is calling for consistency with mask wearing
in the AlburyWodonga bubble to assist retailers and those within the hospitality industry to not lose
any more businege New South Wales. So | ask: what discussions have you had with the Wodonga
business community about their concerns of ongoing loss of business to New South Wales?

Ms Symes On a point of order, can | just ask if \sozier could elaborate on what sheans by
‘Al PAordyonga bubbl e’ , because to my knowledge that

Ms CROZIER: It is Albury-Wodonga in terms of how they operatpeople that are working
within Wodonga and Albury. It is your electorate, Minister; you should understandldainga and
Albury—

Members interjecting.
The PRESIDENT: Order! | did not ask for anyone else.

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Busjri@g#3): | thank MsCrozier for her
guestion about the Albuyodonga bubble, and | assume that what she is talking about are the
interstate arrangements that exist as different state jurisdictions apply different rules to deal with their
pandemic respoes | would indicate that, as the Minister for Small Business, | do not have a
particularly clear role or jurisdiction over the question of whether people like or do not like wearing
masks. | think they are pretty annoying for all of us, but they are alsitg reasonable price to pay
to have the economy reopened. | think that that would be the view of many in our small business
community—that the measures that have been taken enable businesses to proceed with some
confidence to reopen and resume sucuesside, and it is very exciting to see that happening.

Now, on the question of cre®rder arrangements, | do certainly know that Minister Symes has been
asked by the Premier to lead crbssder community issues on behalf of our government in her
capady as Minister for Regional Development, and she has worked very closely with members of
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Parliament—state, federal, from all parties and a whole lot of Independents. | have attended many of
the meetings and sessions that she has organised, and Mimstar @ytinues to lead that dialogue

with border communities. Of course my own electorate does share a border with South Australia, and
whilst the issues have been perhaps a little more acute on the northern side, that is not in any way to
diminish the vensignificant inconvenience being experienced by people on our border with South
Australia. | have met with regional cities, including Wodonga, in recent times and have also met with
the regional cities’ <chamber gpledronpV8odongd wdreh o f
present and participated, but they were not exclusively meetings with people from Wodonga or
exclusively on the question of masks. To the best of my knowledge | have not had a representation to
that end.

Again, it is a pretty weird dliquestion, but on masks | think you know the position of the government
on this; the Premier has made that pretty clear. On the question df@rdssissues, Minister Symes

is doing a marvellous job dealing with some incredibly difficult and challgriggues, ably assisted

by Luke Wilson but working in a spirit of great collaboration with members state and federal, upper
house and lower house, that share an interest in our border communities and their wellbeing.

t hos

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitgn(12:49:1 | i st ened to the minister’s

the specifics. Yes, you met with regional cities and have done various things in terms of
Ms Pulford: And the Wodonga traders organisation.

Ms CROZIER: So, Minister, in that respegou will be aware that Wodonga businesses have set
up microshops in Albury to maintain trade during the Victorian COVID lockdowns that have seen
their businesses absolutely smashed because
and decigins. So | am asking you: what actions are you taking to ensure that those Wodonga
businesses return back to Victoria and do not remain over in New South Wales and continue to trade
and that we do not lose businesses from Victoria to New South Wales?

Ms Pulford: On a point of order, President, the substantive question was about masks. | am not
quite sure how this relates, unless Gtszier is saying people prefer to shop interstate because they
do not like wearing their masks. If that is the case, thewould suggest | am not the minister
responsible for people not liking masks.

Ms CROZIER : On the point of order, President, | appreciate the minister does not want to answer
my supplementary question, but | am happy to repeat my substantive. It isadeand crossorder
issues, and the masks are just one issue. It is about the businesses iWalthomga and those issues,
so they are directly related.

of tt

Ms Pulford:Fur t her on the point of order, HMowsident,6

| am supposed to answer such a dumb question.

The PRESIDENT: Order! No further points of order, thank you. As we all know, the

suppl ementary question can be relevant to the

minister for an anser to the supplementary.

Ms Pulford: Do you want to have a go at the supp again so | can try and make some sense of what
you are talking about?

Ms CROZIER : The minister might think she is being smart and patronising, but the question is
very clear. 8me Wodonga businesses have set up microshops in Albury to maintain trade during the
COVID lockdowns in Victoria because of the decisions made by your goverritentlevastating
decisions your government has made relation to that shocking display of vitteas happened with
businesses and the decimation that has occurred, including the lockdowns in Wodonga. My question
is, and it is very important to these businessgsu may laugh, Minister

Ms Pulford:You’ re making no sense.

gue



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NO TICE AND MINISTERS S TATEMENTS
Wednesday, 11 November 2020 Legislative Council 3865

Ms CROZIER : You may laugh, but these businesses want to know what you are doing, and | am
asking you. Their businesses have been smashed. They have set up trade in Albury. My question to
you is: what actions are you taking to ensure those Wodonga businessesrwvitienéfit to Victoria
and operate?

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Busjr{&849: In addition to $2.illion
of grants and supportsrfour business community, we have also successfully managed to not just
flatten but smash the curvét is now 12days of double doughnutsand a safe reopening of the
economy where people can be confident about resuming their normal activities andrifeditrade.
If Victorian businesses as part of their survival and adaptation strategies over the last six months have
been able to access customers in other states, whether it is through internet trade or other means, then
surely they should be congratutafer that. Surely they should be congratulated for doing what they
can do to ensure the security and the future of their business. How people run their busyoesses
would think that the Liberal Party of all (Time expired)

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropdhn) (12:51): | move:
That the minister’s answer be taken into account on the
Motion agreed to.
VETERANS SERVICES

Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan(12:51): My question is to the minister for veterans
affairs.Will the minister please provide me with a briefing and time line for the progress of the veterans
transitional accommodation project and the business case for the veterans services hub? The 2015
veterans sector study reported and highlighted the pridiatid/ictorian veterans, including strategies
to assist transition to civilian life. In 20489 the state government committed to continuing to deliver
the 14recommendations to better support veterans and their families. This included evaluating the
vetaans transitional accommodation project and developing a business case for the veterans services
hub. The defence force has continued to keep our community safe, and more can be done to help
support our veterans to transition to civilian life.

Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitan-Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterand 2:59: Can | thank DICumming for the question, and | know
she has quite a personal interest in this area. We have had discussionsraohtimbeg about her
own personal experience in the reserves. She used to drive big trucks, | think, and stuff like that. |
appreciate her ongoing interest. On this particular proje@ubiming, | will commit to you to get a
written response with more &@d. If | can just say that these sorts of projects and any transitional
projects are really important, and | personally want to review all the processes we have around these
transitional processes. | think | answered to a question ¢f B¢ t e n ' Ig thaplacuslly waants
to introduce new processes on this transitional issue. As | said, such a shame and probably an
indictment of all of us are the level of homelessness for veterans and the level of unemployment, which
| have spoken about and which are doing some work on, particularly in acknowledging skills and
reflecting them to the private world. | am happy to keep the house briefed on how that is progressing,
and | hope that there will be a group of very smart people, both from the skills aetkthas areas,
to meet before the end of this year to progress that work. But as | s@idnibning, | think | should
get you more information on this particular project, and | commit to doing that within the standing
orders. | really welcome questior®and this area, and | do appreciatdy mmi ng’ s i nterest i

Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan(12:54: | thank the minister for his response. Thank you
for suggesting that you are going to give me a written response, but | would like a briefing as well. As
the minister for this portfolio, what are your plans for improving information, networking and
connectivity of services for veterans? Locating informatgarding services and support for veterans
is challenging. We know there is some great work going on; however, the system is very fragmented.



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NO TICE AND MINISTERS S TATEMENTS
3866 Legislative Council Wednesday, 11 November 2020

A barrier has been the lack of data regarding the location of the veterans and their support needs,
especially 6r younger veterans.

Approval of a question in the next census aims at building a more comprehensive profile of the
veterans community in relation to areas where they are located and their needs within those
communities. This is welcomed by the veteramsigs and charities. | look forward to working with

the minister— (Time expired)

Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitar-Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterand.2:59: Just further on that, | am more thappgto respond in
a written response and also in a briefing. | think it is a really good question, and it points to, as | spoke
to before, the Victorian Veterans Council. | have asked them to do a sector study. With this issue of
where we do not really kmowho are the exervice men and women, some of the answers to that are
that I will speak to my colleagues in housing and other areas where it might be just someone asking
that person a question at the time of an application. | think that seseewise nen and women unless
they are asked will not offer that answer, and | think that answer helps a lot more. There is some good
work that we can all do in this space, and | look forward to keepif@uBming and the rest of the
chamber briefed on any progréisat we are lucky enough to make in a really important area.

MINISTERS STATEMENTS : WORKING FOR VICTOR 1A

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Busjin@&s56: | rise today to make a
statement on how the Working for Victoria Fund is creating thousands of jobs and supporting
Victorians in need during this pandemic. In previous weeks | have approved a number of Working for
Victoria contracts witttommunity organisations to support people experiencing homelessness. Ten
million dollars from the Working for Victoria Fund will create more than 244 jobs in 3%ousing
and homelessness organisations: da@sitions will provide additional social suppfor people living
in emergency accommodation, assisting with referrals and linking to health and community services;
33jobs will be created at Sacred Heart Mission, including extra workers in their kitchen to make and
deliver takeaway meals and suppornsure their op shops can operate in a CE@ée way; 1hew
jobs will be created at Unison Housing, which will reduce the wait time for repairs and improve the
turnaround for vacant properties; and there will beoBS at Tenants Victoria createxhelp meet
the significant increase in demand for support from tenants in private rental accommodation who have
been affected by the pandemic.

This support for housing and homelessness builds on a series of investments from the government
during the pandaic, including $150million from the From Homelessness to a Home package
$25million in emergency housing and isolation facilities and almost $%llion to upgrade and

build new community and public housing across the state. We are backing our haiglagekicies

and organisations in the community with increased capacity to break the cycle of homelessness during
these very challenging times, boosting homelessness support staff to make sure that the most
vulnerable Victorians can get the support thay theed. Working for Victoria is supporting great
initiatives like this right across the state. The fund has now created ne@® ]dbs, with over
9200positions filled. The job creation numbers will continue to grow with more Working for Victoria
rolesin the immediate pipeline.

COvVID-19

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitgn(12:58: My question is again to the Minister for Small
Business. Minister, this morning it was reported that, despite Melbourne Central being deemed to be
a hotspot by th#linister for Health, the small business affected has not been notified. What are you
going to do to advocate on behalf of businesses for better communication coming out of the
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to reduce high levels of adigsirdusion
amongst business proprietors?
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Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for Small Busjr{@2$59: Again, MsCrozier, | think,
is asking what r@ | might play in the communications that DHHS provide to the Victorian community
about—

Ms Crozier interjected.
Ms PULFORD: Yes, solid. That is like what | do all day, every day. | guess that is the short answer.
Ms Crozier interjected.

Ms PULFORD: So you would like me to get the Department of Health and Human Services to
communicate differently?

Ms Crozier interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order!The minister has been on her feet fos26onds. Please!

Ms PULFORD: The question was abb the Department of Health and Human Services
communications to the community. | think K@sozier is encouraging me to have Small Business
Victoria play a more active role in providing health advice or DHHS advice to the business
community.l am not surahat that would assist in the confusion that exists in the community from
time to time in this rapidly changing environment. The communications efforts that my department
and Small Business Victoria are focused on are making sure that businesses licettreest need
to be able to operate safely and to operate within the rules, arrangements arounesg@f@\plens
and information about all the different grants programs that are available. But running a parallel set of
advice to the sheemahingadece aroundfpantiemia resgpdnse | am not entirely
sure would be desirable.

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitgr(13:01): Minister, | know you were not part of the COVID
crisis gang of eight in the cabinet, but this is a really impbdapect, because businesses need
confidence. They need to understand that DHHS is actually getting it right, and it is not. So it is very
important for them that you, as the minister, are advocating on their behalf. So the question was around
that, andcearly you are not doing that. So my supplem
right to be told? This is not the first time that the communication for Victorian businesses has been so
hopeless. Why has Victoria not implemented a QR code systssisbwith communication, similar
to what is working across New South Wales, having the support of your government?

Ms Pulford: On a point of order, President, that bears no relation whatsoever to the substantive
guestion.

Ms Crozier interjected.

Ms Pulford: How does it? It is completely unrelated. Further on the point of order, the substantive
guestion was about DHHS communication, for which | am obviously not responsible. The
supplementary is about the development of a QR code, which is et¢tmg tool of which there
are any number available. Anyway, we can get to that when you call me to my feet, President. But the
point of order is that it has got nothing to do with the substantive.

The PRESIDENT: After checking the question and thepplementary, | cannot order the minister
to answer. | will leave it up to you, Minister, if you want to respond.

Ms PULFORD (Western Victoria—Minister for Employment, Minister for Innovation, Medical
Research and the Digital Economy, Minister for SBaines} (13:03: Thank you, President, for
your guidance on the standing orders. It does not bear any relationship to the substantive question, but
it is an important question. It is an important issue of some interest in our business community. S
what | can indicate, with your forbearance, is that the government is developing a QR code solution
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which will be free to use. It will be keeping a register of people who have visited businesses and
when—

Members interjecting.

Ms PULFORD: Well, thePresident indicated that | could answer it. Just because you cannot ask
them does not mean | cannot answer them.

Members interjecting.

Ms PULFORD: The answer to your QR code question is that we are developing APIs so that
private QR codes will upload the DHHS Salesforce contarcing system. This will allow contact
tracers to leverage many of the QR codes that are already widely available and being used by
businesses throughout Victoria.

MINISTERS STATEMENTS : EARLY CHILDHOOD ED UCATION

Ms STITT (Western Metropolitar-Minister for Workplace Safety, Minister for Early Childhgod
(13:09: | rise to update the house on the exciting news that Victorian families will be able to send
their children to kinder for free next year as part of thedndrs Labor gover nment
early childhood education in the 26220 Victorian budget. Yesterday | joined the Premier and the
Deputy Premier to announce that the 2@40budget will invest $169.@illion to make kinder free
in 2021, and this wilkave families up to $2000 for each child enrolled in a participating funded
kindergarten program next year. This is a very smart investment. Not only will free kinder save
families thousands of dollars; it will get more kids into kinder, support eartyhclutl services and
hardworking educators, and help support more parents, especially women, into the workforce.

S in

We know that women have been hardest hit by this pandemic. Real recovery means making sure they
are supported back into work and the securitysability that affords. This investment will allow

many women to take up employment opportunities or additional hours as part of our economic
recovery. Making free kinder available in both traditional sessional kindergartens and kindergarten
programs indng day care settings is a huge leap forward, and it will allow families to get free kinder

in the setting that best suits their needs. Unfunded-yle@ld kindergarten programs and sessional
kindergarten will also attract funding to reduce fees, andet families who have kids attending
unfunded thregrearold programs in sessional kindergartens will also be able to access reduced fees.
This investment builds on the Labor goyeaer nment
old, reaching evy part of the state, by 2022.

BUSHFIRE PREPAREDNESS

Mr QUILTY (Northern Victorig (13:08: My question is for the minister for emergency services.
Minister, why is the government consistently failing to meet fuel reduction targets® basime r ’ s
bushfire season was one of the worst we have had for a long time. Following the fires, we had a lot of
promi ses about bushfire recovery. Much of it was
COVID restrictions have destroyed any chancéhaf. While COVID has been disruptive, most
bushfire preparedness activities are not ‘igk disease transmission vectors. Despite this, we are
again hearing news that the Victorian authorities have failed to meet performance targets in curbing
fuel loads. The government inspecigeneral for emergency services, Tony Pearce, criticised this
government’' s fuel management program, saying that
|l ack of capacity and cG@epaabfoull that fgwer.thanTdBeecenofct or i an /
its planned priority burns and only Bér cent of normal priority burns had been fulfilled this year.

S

Ms Tierney: Can | get some clarification about whether this is for the minister for emergency
services or whetherits actually for Minister D" Ambrosi o?

The PRESIDENT: Mr Quilty, who did you direct your question to?

Mr QUILTY : The minister for environment is fine.
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Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitar-Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Mirster for Veterans(13:08: | thank MrQuilty for his question, and | will ensure that
the question is directed to the appropriate minister anQuilty receives a response in line with the
standing orders.

Mr QUILTY (Northern Victorig (13:08: The Victorian inspectegeneral for emergency services
alsospoke about the value of Victorian timber workers in assisting with bushfire management. He
said the Victorian industry:

provides an i mportant s u gtprianfarestewitipasidlset, knowledge f i r € manage
base and operational experience in forest landscapes.

The inspector is talking about timber workers, whose jobs are being destroyed by this government.
Mr Pearce put it diplomatically. He said:

The cessation ofative forest harvesting by 2030 poses challenges for the fuel management program and
bushfire response capacity across the state.

Poses challenges is being kind. The government
now. The government witirather see our native forests burn than allow Victorian forestry workers

to sustainably harvest timber. Minister, what additional fuel load reduction has been planned to replace

the forest management that is normally undertaken by native timber workers?

Mr LEANE (Eastern Metropolitar-Minister for Local Government, Minister for Suburban
Development, Minister for Veterand 3:09: | will also make sure that supplementary question from
Mr Quilty is directed to the appropriate minister and enthiatiene receives a response in line with the
standing orders.

AGRICULTURE WORKFORC E

Ms LOVELL (Northern Victorig (13:09: My question is for the Minister for Agriculture and
Minister for Regional Development. Minister, fruitgrowers in northéictoria are just days away
from the commencement of harvest season, which requires many thousands of seasonal workers. This
labour market is normally filled by backpackers and other foreign workers, a market that this year is
severely reduced due to CAL9. In an answer to a question on this issue during the last sitting
week you acknowledged the labour shortage and said:

We are having a campaign. We are targeting international students, families and CALD communities

Minister, given there is a need farexcess of 2600 seasonal workers and we are only days away
from harvest, can you please advise the house of the number of workers your campaign has recruited
to date?

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Deveiept,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resourge€l3:10: | thank MsLovell for her question. Of
course this is a very important issue, and | can confirm this is certainly the number one issue for me
as Minister for Agriculture at this poiiit time and has been for many weeks and has obviously been
on our radar for some time, since international flights were suspended. We have been putting in a lot
of resources for getting people together, telling them what packages are available, wonkihg wit
federal government and ensuring people know what packages are available for them. There are a lot
of financial incentives for people to enter this workforce, but obviously we need to make sure that
people know what jobs are available and where.

Itis a little bit difficult to calculate specifically the number of people that have gone into the workforce,
but in terms of the people that have been facilitated through the Working for Victoria platform, which
is something we have got a little bit more ¢iaadle on and data on, as opposed to people that might
be connecting organically, some of the data that | can give to the house isSB@fdldseekers who
registered on the platform for Working for Victoria flagged an interest in working in agrigulture
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including 842(people who were already in regional Victoria. Obviously a lot of people that were
looking for jobs were keen to tick a lot of boxes, so we wanted to make sure we narrowed that down,
so we have brought in Regional Development Victoria $isem relation to this as well, and this
week we have got 8§6bseekers who have signed up and are ready to undertake seasonal work. That
is just one component of the efforts that we are going to to connect people to these available jobs.

| have got som case examples of some particular industries that have been able to connect through
the Victorian government. Obviously, Msvell, you would be aware Regional Development
Victoria do a lot of work on the ground. So connecting schools with the growseradéthing that has

been going on. The ethnic council in Shepparton have been fantastic. If you have not reached out to
them, find out what they are doing. They are helping families identify perhaps some of their relatives
that might live in Melbourne whoight be seeking work and might want to move to Goulburn Valley

to take up some of those jobs as well. | do not think | can put a figure on your specific question, but |
can continue to inform you of the efforts that we are going to, and you might wakietehe
opportunity to have a briefing. The Independent member for Shepparton, Suzanna Sheed, has been
heavily involved and has been talking to schools on behalf of growers as well, trying to make those
connections. I  we |l c o meonreeat workenetorthegobs treat ae hivhilablet s t o h e
particularly in the Goulburn Valley, Sunraysia and Yarra Valley regions.

Ms LOVELL (Northern Victorig (13:13: Eight hundred and eightyine signed up? That is
25100 to go, Minister. The federal government has initiated a Pacific Islands worker scheme to assist
growers around Australia, a scheme that is providing seasonal workers to other states at a cost to
growers of $2000 per worker. However, due to workers coming into Victoria being forced to
guarantine interstate, the cost to Victorian growers is $8000 per seasonal worker. Minister, will you
provide financial assistance or facilitate Victorian quarantinditfegito reduce the $8000 per
seasonal worker cost for Victorian growers?

A member. Good question.

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resourggd 3:14: Ms Lovell, it is not a good question, because
your information is incorrect. There is no proposal to have growers pay $8000 for quarantine interstate.
That is fundamentally wrong. There are ongoing conversations about facilitating quarantine options
for Victoria. Obviously it is not only seasonal workers that we need to consider quarantine options for;
we have got many returning Victorians from international areas that need to be facilitated in quarantine
facilities as well. The Pacific Islands nations being assessed by the Communicable Diseases
Network Australia, and findings will be considered by the Australian Health Protection Principal
Committee. This is some work that the federal government have been asked to do so that we can
consider all of thdest opportunities for supplementing our local workforce with our international
workforce, and obviously | will have more to say about that very soon.

GIG ECONOMY

Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitgn(13:19: My question is to the Leader of the @owment,
representing the Premier. Last week California voters approved prop@gitiwhich will allow Uber
and the other gig economy firms to classify their drivers and delivery personnel as independent
contractors rather than employees so they caul aneeting worker statutory obligations. For this to
pass, Uber and their mates spent over $illion to fight against those underpaid workers, who
deserve to have basic workplace rights. The Andrews government has acknowledged that we have
insecure workes, and during this pandemic this has been more obvious as we saw many individuals
in the gig economy continue to turn up to work while sick. Itis clear they felt they had no other choice.
What is the Andrews government plan to support those vulnersg#epre workers who are victims
of the gig economy?

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resourged.3:19: | thank MrBarton for his question and his
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ongong advocacy in this space. It is to be commended. | would like to get a fulsome answer for him
and provide an answer from the Premier in the next day or two.

MINISTERS STATEMENTS : DJAKITIJUK DJANGA G RANTS

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Governemt, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resourge€l3:19: | wish to update the house on the very
exciting future for the native plant production industry and the Aborigiwaked businesses leading
its growth. Recognising and celebrating First Peoples agriculture, their ancient traditions and unique
Australian flavours, products and businesses is so important and the perfect celebration of NAIDOC
Week. Last week | had the pleasure of visiting Nalderun Indigegroup in Harcourt to announce
the successful recipients of thgakitjuk Djangagrante r ogr am, whi ch transl ates t
the Dja Dja Wurrung language. Grants of up to $200 have been given to Aboriginal native
plant businesses acgaie state to expand operations and trial commercial production of native plants
for food and botanicals. | got to speak with Aunty Julie and Rodney Carter about the bright future of
this industry and Nal der un’ s dedurther establishing héirans f or
native food garden at Harcourt so they can supply and sell plants and fresh, dried and processed
products such as teas and salts to local businesses.

| am very proud to partner with the Federation of Victorian Traditional ©@oeporations on the

Djakitjuk Djanga granto directly support VictoriaAboriginaltowned businesses and organisations.

Our native food industry has great potential, with increasing consumer demand for these products, as

well as authentic producticstories and ethical supply chains. | am looking forward to learning more

about the traditional owner led native food and botanicals strategy, which is currently in development.
Australia's First Peoples hold wmdustre sotfariatb knowl ed
flourish there is no doubt Aboriginal people should lead its development. | am excited to see how these
businesses and the industry evolve over the next few years and to taste more unique Australian flavours

in our restaurants.

WRIT TEN RESPONSES

The PRESIDENT (13:18: Regarding questions today: Msozier to MrLeane, one day, question
and supplementary; Merimley to MsStitt, two days, question and supplementary;Milty to
Mr Leane, two days, question and supplemenfarumming to Mi_eane, one day, question and
supplementary; and MBarton to the Leader of the Government, two days for the question.

Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, | have written to various ministers in relation to some
outstanding madts. To the Leader of the Government

A member interjected.

Ms Crozier: Questions on notice, constituency questions and adjournment matters. | am just
wondering if those ministers have had a chance to review those and provide me with some responses
tha | have requested.

The PRESIDENT: The matter you have raised is not related to answers to questions. You cannot
raise other questions. You can raise adjournment matters in the adjournment debate, but this is only
related to answers to questions.

Constituency questions
NORTHERN VICTORIA RE GION

Ms LOVELL (Northern Victorid (13:20: My question is for the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change and concerns the increasing prevalence of the noxious weed
Pat er s on 'usbowenstate ferest and Ganbower National Raskas recently contacted by
members of the Central Murray Environmental Floodplains Group, who expressed concerns regarding
the rapid spread of Paterson’ s couvdedphotographioughout t
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evidence of its presence. According to the Agrict
to be managed by either herbicide application or physical removal, yet no action has been taken by
Department of Environment, Land, ¥aand Planning officers to combat the weed in the forest. With
movements of water causing the spread of the weec
the existing plants before the next environmental flooding of the forest. Will the mioider

DELWP officers to take i mmediate action to prop:
Gunbower state forest and the national park?

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION

Ms VAGHELA (Western Metropolitan(13:21): My constituency question is rdcted to the
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change and Minister for Solar Homes, the Honourable

Lily D" Ambrosio. The Andr ews mllienbooaredgvelopmentn me nt h a s
of the Werribee Open Range Zoo to turnitinto Alistraa * s | -€aage zon. he @/erribee zoo

is a prominent attraction in my constituency, which is a favourite for families living in Western
Metropolitan Region as well as families from out

world-class &perience. The expansion will create almost [86@l jobs and increase the number of

visitors through the gates from 6800 to 1million annually. Once completed, the Werribee zoo

redevelopment is expected to contribute over $fill®n annually to Vit or i a’ s economy. N
guestion to the minister is: can the minister provide me an update on the time line of commencement

and completion of this project?

WESTERN VICTORIA REG ION

Mr MEDDICK (Western Victoria (13:22: My constituency question ioff the Minister for
Agriculture. It is from residents of Geelong who live in housing developments that closely border
waterways and wetlands. During previous dslekoting seasons they have been alarmed by shooting
near their neighbourhoods, where they tingir children walk and play. The government have been
called on by their party to have a review into whether their-dhokting policy is in line with their
socal l ed positive ani mal welfare agenda. Why haver

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan(13:22: My constituency question is for the Minister for Roads
and Road Safety. Minister, the growth in Melbour
on roads. Roads that were built long ago cannot copelhvettraffic numbers clogging these roads
today. From Werribee to Sunbury and beyond, traffic congestion is causing major headaches for many
thousands of local residents every day. Even those roads that are being upgraded often take what seems
likeforevet causing greater problems for motorists. The
attention to, but on this occasion | will ask about one only. Construction on Sinclairs Road in Plumpton
was due to be concluded by the beginning of Octatiembw approaching the middle of November,
and obviously that has not happened. When can locals expect these works to be finished?

NORTHERN VICTORIA RE GION

Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victorig (13:23: My constituency question is to the Minister fo
Mental Health. In September last year the minister in his capacity as Minister for Education made the
welcome announcement that teachers would be offered incentives of upa@0$&Orelocate to
regional schools to address serious workforce shorffdlls.included schools across the Northern
Victoria electorate. As the minister would know, Northern Victoria likewise experiences some of the
worst shortages in our state of mental health professionals. Naturally these are problems that have also
been graving significantly during the COVID period. In each of these contexts | would like to ask the
minister if financial incentives for the regional relocation of specialists in the mental health sector
might also now be made available by the government.
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WESTERN VICTORIA REGION

Mrs MCARTHUR (Western Victoriq(13:24: My constituency question is for the Treasurer. The
roads in Western Victoria are appalling. A major trucking operator informed me that the cost of fleet
maintenance in southiest Victoia is 20per cent higher than elsewhere in Australia due to the rough
and dangerous surfaces. As part of Brinces Highway Corridor Strategywhich the state
government supposedly supports, the commonwealth have providedli&§0to upgrade the road
between Warrnambool and Port Fairy. This stretch of road is useddfy0¥éhicles a day and is in
urgent need of repair. The commonwealth requested per26ent contribution from the state
government in May 2019. The state government needs to medigttiobs as this is primarily a
road of state responsibility, so | ask the Treasurer: will the state government commit to matching the
feder al government’'s huge support for road projec
forthcoming statéudget?

WESTERN METROPOLITAN REGION

Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan(13:29: My constituency question is to the Minister for
Health, and my constituent would like to know what kind of action and support the state government
is providing forfrontline alcohol and other drug services. During the COG¥ockdown alcohol
and other drug use has increased, and there is evidence that it is affecting different groups in different
ways. In addition, the lockdown and physical distancing have changeday the community can
access treatment and have created additional challenges for service delivery. Services need more
support and more research to understand the effects of the lockdown and the use of alcohol and other
drugs during this time.

SOUTH EASTERN METROPOLITAN R EGION

Mr RICH -PHILLIPS (South Eastern Metropolital3:26: My constituency question is to the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety. Earlier this year VicRoads installed wire rope barriers on Western
Port Highway between HdaRoad and Cranbourf&rankston Road on the sides of the road and indeed
in the middle between the north and south lanes. Since then, access to the centre median of Western
Port Highway has been restricted, and as a consequence VicRoads has not slgsassl ithéhe
middle of the road. We now see that grass exceeding &et B height, and it is now forming a
hazard to road safety as it is blocking lines of sight for traffic approaching the roundabout at Hall Road
and approaching the roundabout atl®@# Road. This is now a significant problem. So my
constituency question for the minister is: when will VicRoads cut that grass and remove that road
safety hazard it has created?

SOUTHERN METROPOLITA N REGION

Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitgn(13:27): My constituency question is to the Minister for
Planning. Minister, | have been contacted by constituents who seek your support for Bayside planning
scheme amendme@tl76. This amendment will provide a heritage overlay for 28, 30, 32 and
34 ServiceStreet, Hampton. This will unify the street, as one side already has a heritage overlay. In
the words of one resident

... hese houses telluswhowearelwh er e we’' ve been, along with trees and ¢
as long as the houses they protect.

| support these residents. Will the minister agree to providing interim heritage controls over these
properties with a view to granting a heritage ayeeventually for these properties?

EASTERN VICTORIA REG ION

Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria(13:28: My constituency question is for the Premier, and it relates
to COVID guidelines in terms of beauty treatments and mask wearing. The Premietdobathata
face masks must be worn by clients for all beauty services, prohibiting facial treatments. A highly
respected and highly skilled paramedical aesthetician and clinical laser practitioner, Cherry Moore,
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has been in the beauty therapy industry far @0years. She owns the Ultima Medispa and Laser

Clinic in Morwell, and over 7@er cent of her clients require specialist facial treatments. Gippsland

has had zero cases for the past two months, and Cherry is desperate to open and provide that service
to her customers, who are equally desperate to resume treatment. So | ask the Premier: will you
immediately lift these restrictions on facial masks for the beauty industry and allow people like Cherry

to once again operate, knowing that we have had zeze ftagswo months in Gippsland?

NORTHERN VICTORIA RE GION

Mr QUILTY (Northern Victorig (13:29: My constituency question is for the Minister for Water.
What is the minister doing to stop the erosion of the banks of the Murray due to sustgirfiesva?
This Monday | was taken for a boat ride on the Murray at Cobram. The Mbarigig Basin plan
has been a disaster for regional Victorians for the pagdr3. The plan sees billions of litres of water
forced downstream to ensure the formesbtuarine Lower Lakes in South Australia are kept
artificially fresh. The discussion around the plan often focuses on the environmental benefits to the
Lower Lakes region by keeping the lakes fresh; however, back up the river in Victoria there is obvious
damage being caused by these environmental flows. The levels of the river are being held at artificially
high levels for months to squeeze through as much water as possible to keep the lakes fresh, but this
is not helping the environment; it is an act ofimnmental vandalism. There is significant riverbed
erosion, the banks are collapsing and trees are falling into the water. The river is becoming wider and
shallower, which means it will have less capacity and the problem will grow steadily worse. It is a
positive feedback loop.

Ms Crozier: On a point of order, President, | have written to the Leader of the Government in
relation to her representing a number of minisé@dunanswered constituency questions, and | just
ask the ministershe is in the househichis great—if she could just follow up on those unanswered
constituency questions.

The PRESIDENT: | cannot ask for an answer.
Motions
CHINA TRADE
Debate resumed

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resourge@l3:31): | was just getting to talking about recent
access issues in relation to Victorian produce andoafse that important China market. Our
agreements with China, like all agreements that we enter into with our international partners, are about
creating opportunities for Victorian businesses and importantly locaHopgortunities that will be
more immrtant than ever as we rebuild after the coronavirus pandemic. We would of course condemn
any impositions by any country that would make it harder for Victorians to sell products, whether it
be our biggest customer or indeed any customer.

Victoria maintairs and enjoys robust governméoHgovernment contacts and trade relations with all

foreign countries and regions. There is no question that our barley, our wine and our beef, together

with frankly all of our agricultural products, are the best in the wétlthis stage no duties have been

imposed by China on Australian wine, beef or lobster imports, so | would point out that (1)(b) of
today’'s motion is not substantiated. The Victori
industries and officialtd support our worletlass wine reaching local and international buyers, and of

course | am all too aware that a lot of our wine producers are nervous at the moment and they are

hoping that this can be resolved soon.

Our trading and diplomatic relationseanot just about governmeiggovernment engagements.
These relationships are actually, as | think many of us would agree, about farmers, our manufacturers,
our miners and our tourism operators, just to name a few. Victoria enjoys an important ang¢g mutuall
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beneficial trading relationship not only with China but with many other countries around the world.
The Victorian government stands up for our exporters and engages in a robust but, more importantly,
really meaningful way with each of our trading parndihe Victorian government is committed to
building the capability of Victorian exporters to connect with buyers by strengthening our relationships
with our trading partners all around the world. For example, the Victorian government works hard to
defendthe rights of our winemakers in Europe, our defence manufacturers in the US and our farmers
in China. Through our wettstablished networks of five offices across China, Victoria will continue

to actively engage in market to source new trade opportuicitiggctorian companies.

There are some really great examples of Victorian businesses who are benefiting from this
engagement. For one example, we have directly assisted Momack Audtrdlia s i s Australia’s
grower, packer and exporter of asparagtesgrow their business in China. Momack began exporting

to China in 2016 with exports of aroundnilion to 6 million tonnes a year, valued at $300. With

the assistance of the Victorian government that volume had growmtitli8a tonnes by the end o

2019, valued at $60@00 and accounting for &&r cent of all asparagus exports from Australia to

China. We are proud of a strong relationship with our biggest customer. We are proud of a strong
relationship with all of our customers, because thesgoredaips underpin prosperity and jobs and

many of them are longstanding.

| am disappointed in the opposition in that the motion as it stands sets to undermine this strong
relationship. It is a motion that clearly does not support our exporters. Suppostimgtion does not
support our exporters. Right now our exporters need diplomacy, not inflammatory commentary. |
woul d point t Age whee ore ef our roost expatienged diplomats has warned that
‘bitter domestic politics is further infleing the natiors deteriorating relationship with Beijing

| think at the moment, the Australzhina relationship has got too caught up with domestic politics in
Australia...

Ultimately, you cannot successfully manage a foreign policy if it is so cap@hinternal party machinations
that youre balancing that out all the time. You have to show leadership.

On leadership, the Liberal Party members may wish to explain to the house what conversations they
have had with their federal government colleaglisaspect very little, because this motion is not
about outcomes and it is not about getting the best for Victorian exporters; it is about appealing to the
lowest common denominator, and it is going to do nothing to support our exporters, our farmers or
our states. We will oppose the motion.

Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitgn(13:35: | have some trouble with the words in this motion.
| certainly do not want to appeal to the lowest common denominator in what is going on here. We
have had some rathspirited discussions among some of our party this morning, and | rise to speak
on the motion, which | might not have done before.

Al | nations, I believe, are concerned about the (
of these trade issues. \&@ee dealing with a very different China in the way of a Chinese government

today than we were A@ars ago. Our party and |, and a lot of Australians, are concerned about China

putting pressure on nations around us. They may not-kAasuppose they do kme—in putting

pressure on people in Australia, that we do not fold easily to pressure. They do not really make clear

what their problems with Australia are. They leave us to guess what we have done and how to please

them, but | do not think this is the righay to do it.

As | say, | am not sure about supporting this motion. There are problems with the wording. | do not
agree with *rebuking’ the government. I think it
agreement under tiigelt and Roagbrinciples. Many people here in the chamber, including me, have

spoken against the secretive nature of some of the deals done under the Belt and Road agreement.
Although | am reserving my judgement a bit on this motion, | am speakingjhave spoker-on

the rext motion, which is about the inquiry into international treaties, which | will still vote to support.
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Also, in referring to the Australi@hina free trade agreement | think we have relied too heavily on
these free trade agreements and our role in iti@nahtrade. We seem to be the ones that think that

we should do the right thing and stick by agreements, but we have got countries like America and
China, much bigger economies than ours, that are not keeping up the spirit of these agreements. We
see thee agreements having a huge effect on our manufacturing economy too. It is time for us to think
a lot about some of these issues.

I do not easily subscribe to the wording here, although | do feel that we have got to make our concerns
with the Chinese goverme nt ' s behavi our in our region somethir
But is Victoria protesting about these things the right thing to do? It is a federal matter and the feds are
passing a bill to overrule state agreements with foreign governmseradpt of that is in play at the
moment. But we cannot capitulate to bad behaviour that will lead to our eventual subjSgeatien.

must speak up, but we must speak up in a measured way, and | think this is best done through our
diplomats; it is up toiglomats to put our point of view. But we should not be pushed around on trade,
because we cannot capitulate there. | mean, is trade more important than our freedom of speech? We
must feel free to make that speech. So | do have trouble with the moticieel that it is important

to say that we do not want to be pushed around on these things and have trade used as a barrier or to
make us fearful of expressing our point of view.

We have also got to not just rely on one country. This is being a bit sdmfit one country; there

are many countries that we need to speak up about if there are unfair methods being used. And we
have got to increase our sstifficiency. That is something we are learning out of the pandemic. We
have got to develop our own imgtries, and we want to be able to trade. | am all in favour of Victorian
agriculture. | think it is a great thing that we can promote ourselves as having wonderful agricultural
products here. We could make use of green agriculture in Victoria. We &xeheldean producers

and we make great products here. But we want to find many markets for these. If other countries do
not want to buy them, that is fine; do not buy them. We will find other buyers, and we will sell good
produce around the world. Thatmny view on it. | will listen a bit further to the debate and see whether

| end up supporting this. As | said, | have problems with the wording. | do think it is up to Australia to
make some things clear, but really that should be done at the feddral leve

Ms BATH (Eastern Victorip (13:49: As | begin my contribution on MDPavi s’ s notice o
motion423 for todayin listening to MrHayes and picking through his thought process when he was
speaking | think one of the things that | identified with his speech is that on one level he was saying
that international trade and the ag industry is a federally based issneas to be solved from a
federal point of view in terms of Chimsustralia relations, but on another level we have got an
Andrews government that is engaged directly with Ghindich is anti the advice, opposite to the
advice of the foreign affairs pdiolio and positior—in engaging with the Belt and Road Initiative that
will see all sorts of things happening between the Victorian government and the Chinese government.
So it is a bit like you cannot have your cake and eat it too. You either abiddcanthal federal
government to hold that floor and that platform and you adhere to their rules, or if you are not going
to do that, | feel there is open slather to be able to have some commentary on this. That is why | am
certainly supporting Mbavis and s motion today.

We know that Victorian farmers are some of the best in the world, but they are also some of the least
subsidised. We know the importance of Australian agriculture as an export commodity not only for

the bottom line and profits but also fmrr amazing food and fibre communities in regional Victoria,

includingin my electorate of Eastern Victoria Region. VictoriachipsipZ/r cent of Austr ali
food and fibre, over $1Hillion, and Chinaaccountsfor3e r cent o ftm&rkegalnmsti a’ s e x p |
$5hillion. That is from the 2018 data. But what we have seen, unfortunately, through the Chinese
government, through various decisions through this yeawéhdZCOVID is China impose 8@er

cent tariffs on our barley. Yet we see alsarfrthe Australian Financial Reviehat there was a

dumping of barley in China. Throughout an investigation there could not be identified any dumping,

but these punitive targets were still implemented and it was killing offi$@lén worth of our export
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for grain growersin August we saw another agliimping investigation into Australian wine. We

have also seen in May the Chinese government halting meat imports and again, in August, halting
further imports. We have seen the Chinese government suspendygess of Australian food and

fibre exports: wine, seafood, sugar, coal, copper ore concentrate, certainly barley and now even timber,
and timber of course is a great passion of mine. What you are seeing in here is the frustration of our
Victorian produers, and this is where governments need to stand up, and the Victorian government
certainly needs to stand up.

We have seen in the past a very strong relationship between Australia and China, and very positive
relationships built in the Ted Baillieu erayMoss, my leader, the Honourable Peter Walsh, and the
Honourable Ted Baillieu led some very significant super trade missions to China between 2010 and
2014. Making those strong, personal -omeone connections is really important, | believe, in all
relationships in all countries but particularly in Asian markets. Doing that opened up a lot of avenues
for trade and then for positive flow of our product. We have also seen some scholarships forming, and
that again is creating that understanding and informatiterms of language as well.

Now, barley has been severely impaetenhd | have said that throughout thibut there are also

other industries that have been impacted, such as our wine export industry. Mainland China accounts
ford7per c e nt winéexpoitscatbiDmillionindsstry. If this starts to cripple our industry,

| know that there are various people in this chamber who might be willing to kick in and drink a little
more wine, but in no way can that ever, ever compensate for the éogead connection and a good
export market. This is being felt very keenly in our sector. We have seen beef exports impacted.
Victorian exports of meat account for @& cent of total food and fibre exports. That iiflibn

coming back into our regioh@wns and centres and employing people all the way through in the food
chain. Meat exports account for A& cent of total Victorian food and fibre exports to China:
$687million.

| put this on the record to show the importance of this in terms oforedaips between our
government, state governments and the Chinese. Indeed part of the motion also spoke about the China
Australia free trade agreement and the World Trade Organization. We know that direetiywstate
enterprises being told nottotradé t h Australia’'s suppliers contraven
rules that stop members from discriminating in trade with any country. If the Chinese government
requires Chinese enterprises to not import certain specified products, in this casproduets, it
essentially imposes a zero quota on that product, and this is very likely violating the WTO rules as
well as special agricultural safeguard measures contained within the-Atisinalia free trade
agreement. We heard Minister Symes speak defioout mutual benefit through the Belt and Road
Initiative, but to my mind this is all oagay traffic. We are seeing big business coming in and we are
seeing the government making these deals with the Chinese, but we are not seeing the benefits. In fact
clearly there are negatives that are very much affecting our regional centres. So | commend the motion
to the house, and | commend Biavis for bringing it to the house.

Mrs MCARTHUR (Western Victoria(13:50: | thank MrDavis for moving noticef motion423
on the unjustified Chinese tariffs on Australian products. | raised this matter in the house last night in
the adjournment debate, and | noted that in June the Premier had said:

... if you want a good trading relationship, if you want to sewdenVictorianmade product to China, to
create jobs here in Victoria, then a good relationship on the things you can agree on is very, very important.

The Premier has clearly been duped by a foreign power. The Premier seriously thought and maybe
still thinks that him allowing a communist dictatorship to expand their political influence and
economic power in our state meant that they would uphold their end of the deal and allow more of our
products to be sold on their markets. This is what happens wheanake deals with foreign powers

and ignore the briefings offered by ASIO, ASD and the Office of National Intelligence on the threat
of foreign interference. The Premier was completely out of his depth when he made this deal, further
proof that governmestshould always stick to their own knitting. The Victorian government should
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never be indulging itself in foreign affairs and making agreements with other nations, the federal
government should not be funding local clubs and roads and the local goveshmadtnot be
passing ridiculous resolutions on climate change and nuclear proliferation.

The Premier has embarrassed this state, and the consequences are dire. Not only will a foreign
dictatorship that utilises slave labour and oppresses ethnic mirlagitdse to expand its political and
economic influence in this state but now it is punishing our rural communities too. Country Victoria
depends on the agricultural sector for its economic vitality. When China introduces tariffs on our
agricultural produts, rural Victoria bears the brunt. Every year country Victoria exports
approximately $16illion worth of wine, $Imillion worth of lobster and millions of dollars worth

of barley, timber and wool to China. Maybe the shops in Mulgrave will not be dghaffseted by

these trade restrictions. Maybe Bourke Street and Treasury Place will not even notice any changes,
but for rural and regional Victoria, losing access to key export markets can be devastating for many
businesses.

The government benches thisnming have continued to argue that the Belt and Road deal is about
more jobs for Victoria. Clearly it is a complete failure. These trade restrictions will cost jobs, not create
them. On every metric the agreement signed by the Victorian governmentisassful, never mind

being ill conceived in the first place, and this Labor government has to decide whose side they wish
to bat on: the Chinese communist dictatorship or Victorian farmers. If the close relationship Daniel
Andrews has supposedly developeth his friends in Beijing actually exists, then he needs to pick
up the phone and demand an end to this blockade
his relationship is so close to the Chinese Communist Party, the Premier could pifitygaréde in

having the CCP pull back from their belligerent &et trade approach. Our farmers are probably the
most efficient and productive in the world. Their produce is widely sought and highly regarded, as the
minister has said, and she has regzb#ttat. So the government needs to support our farmers, and if
our numerous Victorian trade reps that the minister referred to in China cannot put a stop to this
communist belligerence then they need to have their roles reconsidered. | urge the Padiament
support this motion. It is vitally important for our agricultural industries.

Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitgn(13:54: For the last 2%ears | have had the privilege of
running my own business, and while running that business abpet 8ét of my clients or maybe
60 per cent of my clients were in the ag industry. Having my own farm was always something | related
to well, and | met some of Australia’s business
industry finds significant begiits in the Chinese markets. This fact has become even more pronounced
as coronavirus has significantly impacted our agricultural industry. We have already seen some
interruptions to Chinese markets due to the movement of the restrictions on freight @eaple.
Victorian farmers have had to manage a range of issues around the coronavirus as logistics and supply
chains have been disrupted. To restore economic confidence in our agricultural industry Victoria
should be acknowledging the immense benefisttie Chinese markets have to offer.

We know that Victoria has a competitive agricultural sector. We produce prequality food from

clean and safe sources. Agriculture accounts fgr 48« cent of Victoria’'s total
Chi na i sbhigyest expart market fa food and fibre products. The demand for our premium

food and beverages continues to grow. The agricultural sector contributes ar@@@jod3, with

86 per cent of agriculture significantly from large agricultural firms sudfuasay GoulburnNufarm

and Fonterra-dairy companies all choosing to operate out of Victoria. The dairy industry supports

Victorians living in regional and rural Victoria.

With China in a phase of huge growth this will drive a massive increase in demé&matifeolume

and value, and it is vital that Victoria is prepared to take advantage of this economic opportunity and
prepared to meet this demand. It is clear that the Chinese market has great benefits to the Victorian
agricultural sector. If our agricultal sector is to remain globally competitive, we must focus on the
removal of trade barriers with China. It is more important than ever to recognise the value of the
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agricultural sector to Victorineeded suppartomoyg my and
forward.

Victorians are doing it tough right now. A reinvigoration of our trade diplomacy with China will
benefit many families who depend on the agricultural sector to put food on the table. However, we
can call it out when we have a dispute with oates and with our trading partners. We can question
them, and it is appropriate that we question what has happened. |, IlRay®s, am a little bit
uncomfortable with some of the wording around this motion, but | will support this motion with some
cautian.

Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitan-Leader of the Oppositign(13:57: In just a couple of
minutes | want to sum up. There have been many contributions to this debate, and people have different
feelings about it. | accept that it is difficult awe need to remain calm and balanced in our response
to what is a significant international challenge and a significant challenge to our trading opportunities,
but I do believe that the Chinese Communist Party responds best when there are clear messages.
Cetainly the federal government obviously has the lead in these matters, but that does not mean that
state governments cannot have a say and it does not mean that this Parliament cannot take a role in
sending a very clear message. Our agricultural prodincgasticular, but our other sectors too, are at
risk under these current arrangements, and for that reason | brought this motion. It is phrased in a way
that sends a clear message, and that is deliberate and purposive. We do need to be clear with the
Chinese Communist Party that it is not right and not acceptable, and | stand with our farmers.

House divided on motion:

Ayes, 15
Bach, Dr Cumming, Dr McArthur, Mrs
Barton, Mr Davis, Mr O Donohue, Mr
Bath, Ms Finn, Mr Ondarchie, Mr
Bourman, Mr Limbrick, Mr Quilty, Mr
Crozier, Ms Lovell, Ms Rich-Phillips, Mr

Noes, 21
Elasmar, Mr Maxwell, Ms Symes, Ms
Erdogan, Mr Meddick, Mr Tarlamis, Mr
Gepp, Mr Melhem, Mr Taylor, Ms
Grimley, Mr Pulford, Ms Terpstra, Ms
Hayes, Mr Ratnam, Dr Tierney, Ms
Kieu, Dr Shing, Ms Vaghela, Ms
Leane, Mr Stitt, Ms Watt, Ms

Motion negatived.
Business of the house
NOTICES OF MOTION AN D ORDERS OF THE DAY
Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan(14:06: | move:

That the consideration of order of the day, general business, 1, and notice of motion, general business, 424,
be postponed until later this day.

Motion agreed to.
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Motions
GREEN NEW DEAL
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan(14:06: | am pleased to move:

That this house:
(1) supports a Green New Deal for Victoria;

(2) notes that 2020 has been an extremely difficult year for Victorians, starting with horrendous bushfires
and followed by the COVIEL9 pandemic;

(3) further notes thancreasing unemployment due to the COMI®pandemic, as well as climate change
and rising economic inequality, are key challenges facing Victoria into the future;

(4) acknowledges that the upcoming state budget must provide for a plan to build Waxtérizetter, with
significant investment from the government to create jobs and build a caring society and clean economy;

(5) calls on the government to create tens of thousands ofogadity new jobs through investing in:

(&) publicly owned renewable ergy and storage projects to address climate change and transitioning
Victoria away from fossil fuels;

(b) a big build of new public housing to help end homelessness;

(c) employing more educators, healthcare workers, nurses and social support workeistedas
can get the care they need;

(d) restoring our precious natural environment by regenerating busfiéoted areas, protecting
threatened species and planting trees and native vegetation;

(e) walking, bike riding and public transport to cwaftic and reduce emissions;
(H reviving our main shopping streets to support jobs in retail, hospitality and services; and
(g) arecycling revolution to reduce waste and protect our waterways and wildlife.

The year 2020 has been like no other. We begapdhr with some of the most devastating fires our
state has seen. Homes were lost, ougllién animals were killed, millions of hectares of land and

trees were burnt, our skies darkened and our towns and cities were choked by thick smoke. And then
befae we could recover from that horror we were plunged into a global pandemic, and we have
experienced eight strange months of a new way of living, where our worlds shrank and we adapted to
new ways of working, socialising and living. It has been challergiwigfrightening, and | know it

has been a difficult year for so many.

But it has also been a year when we have witnessed many of the better parts of humanity. Victorians
looked out for our neighbours, made sacrifices to protect our own health and theheal most
vulnerable, and we came together as a community to confront a public health crisis unlike any we have
experienced before. The government proved it was willing to make important decisions to look after
Victorians. It showed that it is posgitib house the homeless. It offered protection to renters, helped
local business owners and offered some support to international students and the arts sector, who were
so neglected by the federal government.

But we have a long way to go. The Victoriaomomy has taken a significant hit. Unemployment and
underemployment remain high, particularly for young people and women, and local businesses are
only just beginning to recover. The communities
trying to rebuild their homes and their towns. Economic inequality continues, with the divide between

the haves and the hawets ever growing, and too many people are being left behind. And of course

the everpresent threat posed by the climate crisis remains.

We are now fast approaching the state budget, a rare spring budget coming at the end of a difficult
year. This will be a historic budget and a eimeerlifetime opportunity to build back Victoria for the

better. We now have an opportunity to do somethifigrent. Dare | say it, we could do something

bold and visionary to tackle the big issues we face: inequality and climate change. | am not sure about
you, but | came into this place to do just that and to do so in the context of justice for First Nations
people. We have a choice: to sit idly by and keep tinkering around the edges, or we can pluck up the
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courage to challenge the status-gustatus quo that sees reebrdaking homelessness in our state,
an environment facing destruction and poor pay andittons for some of our most valuable workers.

Instead we can take this opportunity to rethink our economy, just like we rethought our lives this
year—to spend big on new projects and programs that both create jobs and address the important
challenges obur time, such as homelessness, how we move around our cities, protecting and restoring
the natural environment that we literally cannot live without and of course the climate crisis. This is
what we call a Green New Deal, an economic plan that willdagtikhate change, promote equality

and build a caring society while creating the jobs we need as we manage the economic fallout of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

| know that there are some of you in this chamber itching to dismiss these ideas out of handtat the fi

opportunity. But before resorting to a reflex response, | urge you to think about this for the sake of our

future. We have had leaders in our past who dared to think big and succeeded in changing our lives
fundamentally for the better. President Roe#iemtroduced his New Deal in the United States to build

back after the devastation of the Great Depression, and the legacy of this has been enduring.
Governments across the world now have the opportunity again to do this. That is why we are calling

onte government to embrace a Green New Deal in thi

So what does this plan, an economic plan to create jobs and address inequality and climate change,
contain? We have some ideas. Firstly, let us solve homelessness. Every reputable ecanconig y

across is urging governments to invest in housing. With record low interest rates, now is the time to
borrow to build homes. It remains an indictment of Victorian governments over the last two decades
that we remain the lowest spending state pgitacan public housing, while homelessness and public
housing waiting lists continue to grow. Despite the federal government failing to take up the cause,
there will never be a better time to reverse this trend, create thousands of quatiéyriojups ad

ensure Victorians who need a home can have a home. There is no need to outsource this essential
government function to private developers, up unt
let us take this challenge on as a core function ofttite. Housing is a human right. Let us end
homelessness, provide homes for the A@@people on the waiting list and create thousands of jobs

by investing in a big build of public housing.

Secondly, of course, there is the need to address the climetdidngs not gone away. A renewable

led recovery will create the jobs we need, tackle climate change and reduce energy prices. So if we are
about to make decisions about where to spend big to rebuild our economy and create new jobs, itis a
perfect timeto invest in the industries that are creating a cleaner and fairer future, let go of our reliance
on dirty power like coal and gas and move to a Victoria powered bgetQent renewable energy

with a just transition for workers. We can create new jolu®king after our environment and develop

a local recycling industry right here in Victori
investment in publicly owned renewable energy projects, like new solar, wind and battery projects.
The governmerhas al ready shown itself willing to make t

announcement of a new 3@tegawatt battery near Geelohgt us go further and ensure that this
budget invests in a wide range of new publicly owned renewable energcgolihg projects so that

we are protecting our future and our planet at the same time as we create new jobs. We all know
investments in renewable energy create many more jobs than in coal or gas.

With many Victorians having experienced spending so mowhdt home in the past year, we have

all come to recognise how important effective heating, cooling and insulation are to our standard of
living. Now is a great time to help Victorians make their homes energy efficient by providing grants
for home ownersotweatherproof their homes and remove old gas appliances and by putting solar and
batteries in our public homes. Investing in public transport and in bike and walking paths will also
help cut carbon emissions, as well as cutting congestion and creatisaritie of jobs in the process.

T h e G Ral® Recoverplan would create thousands of jobs for drivers, engineers, maintenance
workers, customer service staff and construction workers. We can transform Melbourne and how we
move around our city for tHeetter.
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We are approaching a COVAimbrmal summer, which means many of us will be travelling to our

regions again for a wetleserved holiday. | know I, like many Victorians, am excited to be able to

travel throughout Victoria again and enjoy the forahts parks and the beautiful beaches that make

our state such a great place to live. But returning to our natural world means remembering all of the

things we need to do to protect it. As well as the big renewables projects for our future, our budget

could be investing in conservation, in protecting our forests, rivers and beaches and especially in
restoring the | and that was devastated by summe!]
experienced two crises this yedirst during the black summer andceadly, during the pandemic.

We could create 1000jobs with a bushcare blitz of weeding, fencing, invasive species management

and restoring Victoria’ s environment ndlmmaged by t
trees right across Victoriaugh a program could create vital eligsed and regional and rural jobs,

supporting both our communities hit by the fires and those city communities impacted by-C®VID

job losses.

We know that young people have been patrticularly hard hit during thenpianitany have lost their

jobs in retail and hospitality. In the past few weeks it has been heartwarming to watch our shopping
strips open up again and see friends and families meeting again in our cafes, restaurants and shops.
But while business is retung to usual, local traders have been hit hard by the C&@IBconomic
downturn, and many are still struggling. Right now with this budget we have an opportunity to invest

in our local shopping strips, support our local traders and help create newr@thi, inospitality and

the arts. The budget could invest in things like upgrading our streets with improved footpaths and tree
coverage or helping artists or startup ventures to establish studios in empty shopfronts. A shopping
strips revitalisation uniémbedded within the Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions would work
with local and state governments to deliver necessary support. Victorians are ready to spend a summer
together after spending so long apart. Let us make sure our budget provideariseto make this
happen.

Finally, | want to talk about how this state budget can invest in a caring society. As | noted before,
governments have in the past tended to focus stimulus spending on big construction and public
infrastructure projects or, aewhave seen federally, on tax cuts instead of services. While the Greens
are supportive of major infrastructure projects like a big build of public housing, renewable energy
infrastructure, bike and walking paths and more public transport, we also streliglse in the need

to invest significantly in other types of work. It was also the traditionally fedwtginated industries

that stepped up to the plate this year. Throughout the pandemic we have seen just how important our
caring professions are in ccmmmunities—our doctors, nurses and carers, who worked on the front
lines of the public health crisis for the past eight months; our educators, who embraced teaching on
Zoom to ensure schools could continue from home; our community service workers pptbitesl

those experiencing homelessness or family violence and helped us with our mentalthisajéar,

as a society, we recogniktine true value of caring work as an essential serm@e let us support

those workers like they supported us this ye@ ensure our budget invests in secure;feng jobs

in the caring economy. | note the announcement from the government just today of creatiéy 500
jobs across mental health, family violence, health and child protection, being exactly the type of
investment we have been calling for.

Now, the question that remains is: is all of this possible? Yes. If this year has told us anything, it is that

the past rules no longer apply. Here in Victoria we have achieved something remarkable: we beat off

a second ave of coronavirus. So as we look to recover let us lift our heads higher than we have before

and stretch our sense of what is possible. Every
to borrow to invest ' . T h ell beyaobigspending dudget, dndhwse al r eady
welcome that. The question is: will it be spent on the right things? At the moment unfortunately the

budget already includes spendinf over $2billion on just two roads-just two roads. That

$20billion would go a longwvay to achieving some of the outcomes | have just outhreedating

jobs and ending homelessness, transitioning to @é&0fent renewable energy future and investing

in the caring services so that every Victorian has what they need to live a good life.
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This year wehavesupported each other, made decisions for the greater good and helped those who
haveneeded it the most. Let us use this budget to do the same-thingpbuild our economy by taking

on the climate crisis, the housing crisis and the rewycliisis to create thousands of new jobs in green
industries, in retail, in hospitality and in caring work and to provide justice to First Nations. In 2020
Victorians did things differently. Let us keep it that way and embrace a new vision for Victaa, a

way forward—a Green New Deal.

Mr FINN (Western Metropolitan(14:22: Well, it is with a great deal of pleasure that | rise to
speakonDRat nam’'s moti on, becaufanamwthi@afternaoaishwishe hear d
list the likes ofwhich | do not think | have ever heard in myy&hrs in Parliament. It was a hell of an
effort. It was a remarkable achievement to come up with that list, and | commend her and | commend
her imagination.

The reality, however, might be a totally differéming. Along with many of those things, the many
thousands of millions of dollars that Ratnam has just spertf taxpayers dollars, | should say

would like to add my own personal list, if | could. | would like to double the size of my house. | would
like to triple the size of my backyard. | would like a brand spanking new Mercedes in my driveway. |
would like a holiday house in Lorne. | would! | would love a holiday house down in Lorne. | would
like a firstclass roundheworld ticket every year. Everyear | would like that. That would be
wonderful. But you know if | went out and tried to do that, | would have to ask myself the same
guestion that | am asking Ratnamwhichis: how the hell do you pay for it? How do you pay for it?

The fact of the mér is that the state is already in more financial trouble than you can poke a stick at.

| mean, we were in financial trouble before the Wuhan virus came along. Now we are down the sewer.

We are in deep and diabolical financial trouble. Now is not thettirbe running around the streets

throwing $10hotes at anybody who looks at you sideways. It is just not realistic. It is wonderful to

say, ‘I’'m going to spend this on this and |I'm go
andanotherhai mi I I i on on this an-ditisahverywe#tosaptaakf a bi | |
but you have got to have the money to be able to do that and you have got to be able to get your hands

on the money to be able to do that.

The only way that Victoria, Astralia and indeed the Western world will recover from this vithe

only way—is to let business get on with doing busin&sst is the only way that we are going to get

the money to do the sorts of things thaRatnam spoke of, the only way that we going to create

the sorts of jobs that Ratnam speaks of and the only way that we are going to create the sort of
prosperity in our society and in our communities that we need to provide the support for those who
need it. The only way to do it is td lausiness get on with business, and | am really disappointed that
this motion today does not include any mention of business at all. That is a pity, because without
business you have got no taxes and you have got ne-jahshave got nothing. | mean, thisthe

bottom line. There is only one place that governments get their money from, and that is taxation. That
means people who work for a living have to give some of their money away to other people.

Mr Limbrick : And fines, Bernie.

MrFINN :Andfines i s another one. That has been descri be
voluntary taxation’ mi ght be a better descripti
particularly at the moment. But the reality is that we cannot spendrtiué smney, and | do not care

who is in government, no government can spend the sort of money, fRatriam speaks of. It is all

very well to come in here with your wish lisend | have got my own wish list too, and | could get

up and | could spend hidhs easily—but you have got to be realistic. You have got to look at the

realities of what we are facing, and the realities of what we are facing are hundreds of thousands of

people out of work and businesses that have hit the wall. Can you believkwlzgis down on Collins

Street | ate | ast night and even Macca's is closed
McDonal d’s franchise in the city would go under,
recession that we are haviimgVictoria is impacting people. Businesses are being hit left, right and
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centre, and you just have to walk through the city to see how many empty shops there are. You just
have to walk through the city to see how many businesses that were going pernhajily earlier

in the year are now gone. Just walk down Bourke Street, just between here and Exhibition Street, and
you will see them. You do not have to walk very far. They are just across the road from the front steps

of this building. These are tligsues that we need to exercise our minds on.

The prospect of a Green New Deal | have to say puts a chill down my spine, because no doubt this
Green New Deal has been picked up directly from the Democrats in the US. We know that whilst Joe
Biden may be Psident—we do not know yet; that is yet to be decided, but he may be Presttient
Democrats copped a hit in the House and in the Senate. We know that. The people of America know
what the Green New Deal over there is, and | tell you what, if the peopletarfi&/find out what the

Green New Deal is, they will be voting the same way. Can | point outRafdam there is a reason

that she lost four of her colleagues at the last election. It is because people have had enough of this
Green New Degaoli nagn d o° Wea kree everyt hing wonder ful

| have to say, | have a vested interest in fighting a Green New Deal. | have a vested interest, because |
have a family. | have to pay bills. | have to pay my electricity bill. | have to payambill | have to

pay a variety of bills-food bills—and everything will be impacted by the cost of energy if we go
down the path that DRatnam speaks of, and that is something that does concern me.

And interestingly enough the people in the inner city BrRatnam represensse not the ones that

are going to cop it in the neck; it is the people in the outer suburbs, the workers, the people that the
Labor Party used to represent years ago. They are the ones who are going to suffer as a direct result of
what DrRatnam is proposing.

| am going to move a couple of amendments to this particular motion, and | would ask that they be
circulated. | move:

1. Omit paragraph (1).

4. I n paragraph (5)(g) omit “‘wildlife.’” and insert the f
“wifé; dnt i
(h) significant infrastructure projects, including transport infrastructure, particularly projects that

are shoveleady with completed and available business cases, that can generate jobs
qui ckly.’

The amendments are very clear. The first amentithat | movd is:
1. Omit paragraph (1).

That | think is selexplanatory. | think that that is something that makes sense. That is something that
is not going to scare the horses. That is something that will give business confidence that they are not
going to be sacrificed on the altar of the Green New Deal. If we can remove the Green New Deal from
the motion, it automatically makes it far more acceptable to us all, and that, | think, is a major plus.
The second amendmemthichl did notmove is:

2. Omit paragraph (3) and insert the following in its place:
* ( &uither notes increasing unemployment due tothe C&V® pandemi c ; '’

We know that the COVID pandemic has caused untold damage right through the world, and we are
no different. This is somettarthat we as a Parliament should be directing almost our entire attention

to at the moment. This is something that we have got to drag this state back from. Victoria has suffered
enormously as a result of this pandemic. It has suffered a lot more, bteaye from the policies of

a government that has absolutely crushed small business in this state and has crushed the economy in
Victoria. So we are going to have to put our considerable energies and concentration into restoring the
economy that the Andresagovernment has crushed.
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| think it was DrRatnam who was talking about patting us on the back for coming back from the

second wave. Of course we know the second wave was caused by the Andrews government when

they absolutely, totally stuffed up the hajahrantine procedure, and we are now seeing somewhat of

a farce of an inquiry going on, not being able to tell us exactly what happened. So nobody knows

anything, but what we do know and what Victorians know is that the mess that we are in now, the

great bckdown that we had for months and months and mettthes greatest and longest lockdown
ofanywhereinthewoldwas caused by t he Aupdhatisssemethiogithatr n ment ' s
Victorians know, and they want to know that the government is not goiae it out on them again.

They have suffered. Victorians have suffered for months as a result of what the Andrews government
did, and they want policies which are going to give us a brighter future. They do not want policies
which are going to put uato the toilet bowl and flush asbecause that is what all this spending will

do. I do not mind a bit of spending. In fact | said yesterday we should have more trees. | do not know
if Dr Ratnam heard this, but | said yesterday that we should have moria theesvestern suburbs.

There were a few people that expressed surprise that | might be saying that, but | like trees. One of my
favourite places in the world is the Otway Ranges, and | love all that stuff. But the fact of the matter
is you have got to ggour priorities right, and at the moment our priorities are looking after those who
have been hit so very, very hard by the lockdown. We have to get our priorities right, as | say, and we
must ensure that those who can actually get us out of this reedpaied to do that.

Now, if we need to give a little bit of moneya n d | say ‘' a —loibtsindsetodeti t of mo
them out of the mess and to help them to achieve what we are all on about, then so be it. But until such

time as we have the amountswwfney that DRatnam speaks of, as far as | am concerned it is a no

go. So the opposition will be opposing the motion and indeed suppettimape, anyway-the two

amendments that | have put up.

Members interjecting.

Mr FINN : Well, you can never bgure in this caper, can you? But | am fairly confident that they
will be supporting amendmeritsand 4, and | urge the house to do likewise.

Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitgr(14:39: | do not know how to follow that up, really. It has
been prett entertaining, Bernie, but perhaps not in a way one would like. We could just sit on our
hands and do nothing, which is kind of the message | was getting from over there. But that is not how
we roll on this side. To add to that, | think concepts suclacdirtg climate change directly and
addressing economic inequality are really at the heart of Labor values; that is what we are about. So |
think they are certainly visionary of themselves. But the difference here and the distinction | will add
is that with Labor we always attach that pragmatic reality of jobs to the vision. So it is not just the
vision; we actually have to attach jobs and outcomes at the end of the day, because we have to be able
to deliver for the community and make sure that our invegtaee sustainable and benefit all across
the board.

| did want to pick up on this concept of being visionary, and | think being visionary has dated back
beyond the present debate and beyond the COVID crisis that has impacted the world. | would like to
commend in particular-and there have been and continue to be a lot of visionary pelioies
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Char
courageous when it comes to pushing forward on our renewable revadbaiaked by our Premier

and cabinet of course. | want to speak to our Victorian renewable energy auttiamnot tell you

how excited | got about that, because | know exactly what it means for the market. If we are talking
about business and we aréitad) about jobs, it means stepping forward boldly, giving them the signals
and empowering them to go forward and invest and drive profit, and this is the way to do it. So if | can
allay some of the concerns of Minn, | will do so, but if | do not | am moeally too concerned at this

point, because we are in government and we are here to make positive change for the community.
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We know back in 2017, just to give you that historical reference for the vision, the Victorian renewable
energy auction exceedediroambitious target, delivering 928&gawatts of renewable energy,
boosting supply, putting downward pressure on power prices and supportingpdsind
opportunities for local businesses across the state, particularly in regional Wifostigutting 1 out

there. Now, the market sounding currently underway will test the capacity of industry to deliver at
least a further 60thegawatts of renewable energy, enough to pevaed this is the point that gets

me really excited-every hospital and schoolinVicttaa nd Mel bourne’ s train netw
of other government infrastructure and services. Is that not wonderful? And | am not just saying that.
That goes to your heart; that is what we are about, right? It is all about delivering, and | know we will.
We delivered on the first Victorian renewable energy target, and now this market sounding is
absolutely the way forward, certainly assisting and supporting the recovery, assisting in the outcomes
that we are driving for climate change and at the enceaddly putting downward pressure on power
prices, because if we are talking about caring for people in the outer suburbs, we need to think about
the rising cost of power prices.

Now, the only thing | will say with regard to the amendments that were mowdd linn is that this

is the Greens’ moti on. We are really not going t
supporting them, | just have to say. They are not in our zone, but thank you for circulating them. | am

just addressing that. | am just bgimpfront with you.

| want to continue, because the story does not end with the market sounding. We knowbitie$1.3

Solar Homes program is supporting 0D households to invest in solar panels, solar hot water and

solar batteries, while creatin§@new jobs and slashing carbon emissions. The other thing that was

alluded to, but there are many, many other aspects to this, was Solar Homes for renters and landlords.

Il know how hard it is. I f you do tihwarittoloevable your own
to do my bit to reduce emissions’. So this is ac
happen to rent to set up those arrangements with their landlords whereby it-igia.Wiou are also

increasing the appeal of those prasrtn the long run, so there is a win for the landlord as well. |

certainly think that when you are looking at a property, knowing that it has solar on the roof or it has

solar hot water or solar batteries certainly enhances the appeal because it meansrey in the

pocket at the end of the day, and if you are thinking about the ethics, it also means that you are actually

not driving emissions up to the same extent as we have been over time. | think we have to be more

and more concerted in our efforgd that is certainly what we are doing.

Another thing that got me really exciteéind | know you talked about it, Ratnam—is the Victorian

Big Battery, the biggest in the Southern Hemisphere. How awesome is that? But the thing is that these

projects danot just happen. | am not saying that to be dismissive. We cannot just put up a placard and

say that we are going to do this and we are going to do that. | know how hard our minister has had to

work to drive that forward. These projects do not justpopdut t he air. But isn’t it
is coming to fruition? | know it is an inspiration, and | know, based on the success of the Solar Homes

project, that the people of Victoria, contrary to whatfifm has tried to allege, want this. Who does

notwant to drive downward pressure on energy prices? Who does not want to tackle climate change?

Mr Finn interjected.

Ms TAYLOR : Well, he might not, but anyway, | think most Victorians do want to do that, and |
base that on the fact that this prograsibeen so very, very popular. That has to say something about
how Victorians view our renewable energy revolution. But as | said, we always attach the jobs to the
outcome. It is very pragmatic. We say what we are going to do and then we deliver othdt &nd
very, very important. It is that twevay relationship with the community. You cannot just talk it; you
have actually got to deliver as well.

| am going to move on, although there is so much more that | could say on that topic, let me tell you;
you are just getting me warmed up. But | am mindful that there are a lot of people that want to talk
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today, and that is fair enough, because talking about climate change and addressing inequality are
critical issues in a modern world.

Just talking about thasue of public housing, | do want to say that we have committed tgpubRe

housing homes. We did that at the last election. When you do have to deliver these things, it is not just
a matter of just clicking a finger and it is done. | am not tryingetpdironising in that dynamic and

that conversation; | am saying that there is a significant amount of preparation work that gees into it
architectural design, site selection, preparation, tender processes and planning approvals.

Getting back to this conpeof delivering, because it is critical, we have now awarded tenders to build
921homes in the 10068omes program, and we are on track to deliver hodes by 2022. We are

also investing in upgrades and maintenance works for social and public houtlirgg,tbusome of

the issues spoken about here, and we have committedril@0, dedicated to creating thousands

of jobs—coming back to that issue of the circularity of driving projects and—alosl boosting
Victoria’'s economi crugpandemmc.ery from the coronavi

Mr Finn : What happens when you run out of money?

Ms TAYLOR : Well, you can just sit on your hands and do nothing. Sit on your hands and do

not hing, because that's the prefer afiveohangepti on, i s
That Il drive jobs. That’s a solution.

There is $155nillion for maintenance and upgrade works that can be delivered quickly, like painting

and roofing, on more than DB0public housing propertieket me tell you, there is a lot more tgsth

story. But what | wanted to say to you, knowing | am actually chair amuthaio on some social

housing renewal projects in my region, is about the whole process of moving people, some of whom

may have lived in particular social housing properties@qyrers of their life, so you cannot just say,

‘“Right. We’'re moving you out today’. | am just tr
say, ‘“l"m going to build a property. Tomorrow we’
therext day it's built’, because actually it can ta

who have lived in some of these properties for overe2s to coax them and give them the courage

to move to other properties and to feel secure. Becduke €act they are in that very vulnerable
situation in the first place, they have to have the confidence that we are going to support them in the
next property that they go to whilst that property is being renewed.

| am just sharing some personal insigh/e are at that point of seeing the old,-anuironmentally

friendly buildings etetera demolished, but it has actually taken aboatdi@hs to move the people

who were in there to new and better situations ahead of demolition and ahead of seartig, th
sustainably built social housing properties. That is part of our social housing renewal program. You
just need to understand that when you are in government there are the pragmatics of actually caring
for the people through that whole process aighiot simply clicking your fingers and having it done

in a day. | hope I have conveyed what | have experienced withessirgtithhaving that compassion

as well. But that does not mean that we are in any way backing down from what we are doing. We are
steaming right ahead on this program. We know that there is absolutely the demand for social housing
in the community. Now, | am going to leave that there, but | thank you for this interesting discussion
today.

Mr HAYES (Southern Metropolitgn(14:47: Thanks, MsTaylor, for that very impassioned
speech, and thanks, Mmn, for your remarkable passion and performance too and your wish list of
what you would like to do. I loved that; that was fantastic.

Mr Finn interjected.
Mr HAYES : Hopefully you can find the money for that too, but anyway

Mr Finn interjected.
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Mr HAYES : And your federal counterparts have found a lot of money rec@ftigourse | am
going to support this motion. | acknowledge there has been significant ecatislobation and
destruction caused by the pandemic, and this motion sets out to address just that. There is a very clear
need to create jobs, and jobs are so important to recover from the economic shocks that we have had
this year. But compared to the reeoy plans put forward by the government there is a glaring need
to create more quality jobs. The state government must step in and support the emerging economy.
However, in doing so, | call on the government to focus on the Green New-&w@hl am hearing
encouraging words from over therand not a Brown Old Deal, which is where much of the previous
rhetoric has gone, and | think that that is whafwin was referring to when he talked about getting
on with business. That is the old sort of businessthatdavill not do. Really we have got to find new,
creative opportunities rather than relying on the same old stuff.

| talked about quality jobs. A quality job is one that does not do more damage to our fragile
environment, and a quality job, better stilbuld go towards repairing and enhancing it. In this regard

| question the environmental credentials of two government heaplibbing projects-the North

East Link and the Mordialloc Freeway. Their construction involves much destruction of the natural
environment and a massive increase in carbon emissions, and they will grow the need for more and
more environmentally destructive quarry projects as another side effect of what is being done. We
must examine what is driving the need for these massive vemibien you consider the materials,

the embedded energy required and the release of huge amountsiofti@Oconstruction of these
intrusive projects. The North East Link alone will cost more than théiib® we were last talking

about, and it will renove 20000treesInstead we could be employing people iestablishing trees

and in industries devoted to environmental repair, of which much is needed and much is shovel ready.
These big freeway projects also encourage car overuse and encouraganssgvef public transport,
increasing air pollution. | quote a story from tBaardianpublished on WednesdayNbvember,

which said the following:

Most scientists think it is very likely that air pollution increases the number and severity oflGcdisks.
Breathing dirty air over years is already known to cause heart and lung disease, and these illnesses make
coronavirus infections worse. Shtetm exposure is also known to increase the risk of acute lung infections.

At the same time the populatignojections as well as the numbers travelling, on which these two
megaprojects were based, have been called into question by the pandemic, and | call on the
government to rethink the need for these projects on both environmental and economic grounds. More

than any one event the coronavirus emergency has demonstrated the need to invest in local self

reliance. We have to take the lead and create and staéinusgion manufacturing and secondary

processing industries and supply chains based on clean fiieds fafure, such as solar power and

hydrogen gas. We need a highly skilled workforce, so a huge investment in education and training is

required, which will enrich the economy much more than the sorts of megaprojects the state
government is keen to promote Those sorts of megaprojects are th
that MrFinn talks about, but we cannot go on that way.

The government seems to like capitaénsive plantand machinerpased projects, which generate

fewer employment opportuniti@s the future and produce large amounts of greenhouse gases. | refer
the house to the Climate Council and a report it commissioned earlier this year which shows that
focusing on 12nvironmental areas can create plenty of quality jobs. These areas trelatileg
largescale renewable energy projects, restoring degraded ecosystems, better dealing with organic
waste, retrofitting inefficient public buildings and expanding electric vehicle networks.

We are a lucky country indeed, not only well endowed watisif fuels but also well endowed with
renewable resources from which we could produce vast amounts of energy for export, especially in
the form of clean hydrogen gas. They talk about the battery at Geelong. There has also been talk of a
large hydrogen gaslant there. And the Europeans are calling out for Australia, which has got solar
energy in abundance, to make hydrogen gas so they can buy it from us, so the opportunities are there.
In the disappointing wake of privatisation of electricity and gas atovia, | believe investment in
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public infrastructure to support energy generation and indeed transmission would have strong
community support.

While | am speaking of the benefits of public ownership, | support the call in this motion for the
constructiorof more social housing. Of cours@nd | have spoken on this many timeke plight of
homelessness in Melbourne and Victoria did not happen by accident. It was caused by unsustainable
population growth to give the illusion of growth in the economy anddfailure of the market and

of this government and previous governments to provide sufficient quantities-chsbvaffordable

rental accommodation.

| also support the specific call in this motion for the 2020 budget and future budgets to build more of
acaring society. That includes the construction of environmentally friendly and exfeggnt public

and social housing for homeless people and those on low incomes. At the same time, addressing our
public and social housing deficit creates plenty b§jthat are ready to start now. This would deliver

rapid stimulus to a badly wanting economy.

Another area long overdue for attention from the government is waste management. | urge the
government to revisit the 2019 report on the inquiry into recyclidgxaste management published

by the Environment and Planning Committee of this house, and | call on the government to accelerate

and reinforce its responses to thismportant report, which advocates pathways for both job creation

and protection of owgnvironment—a wirtwin situation. The state government needs to be aware that

a Green New Deal is the way forward. It is now time for the state government to review their range of
proposed projects and ask, ‘1 sitparhoftse Bpwn®jdect part
Deal ?’. | commend this motion to the house.

Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitgn(14:59: | am pleased, as other members have been, to join the
debate on this motion which is about care for the environment, support for klénéicorians and
jobs—three things that |, as | understand many other members are, am deeply passionate about; three
things that formed the very basis for my first speech in this place. However, to come to the very heart
of this motion, the call for a ®@en New Deal, it must be acknowledged that that particular plan is
another truly bizarre imported jétilling brain fart. It is fascinating to me that the left remains so on
topic, so on message. | love the language of this motion that is borrowed fremmenrespects,
Alexandria OcasigCortez, and in other respects the Presidehte ct , regar ding buil di ng
better ', and grudgingly | must say that the memb
government who have spoken in glowingrerabout this motion remain on message incredibly well.

I would like to make a few points as | speak, moving through the motion in chronological ordett. Point

references the fact that it has been a dreadful year here in Vietegl of course. It is harto

remembergiven everything that has occurred, that the year got off to such a shocking stadrwith

appalling bushfires, but of course that is the case, ane-haw long ago now2-back in March here

in Australia and here in Victoria COVHDI really hit. So | do concur entirely with this element of

DrRat nam’s moti on. |  deoneed to beothinkirgy flirst and foremostiabowe | y t hat
jobs. | have some quite different views from®at nam’ s about how exactly we

| find point3 fascinating regarding income inequality, and it has been interesting to hear some
members of the ga@vnment talk about this. | enjoy listening to members of the Labor Party talk about
income inequality, because as they do this it becomes absolutely plain that they would be perfectly
happy for the poor to get poorer just so long as the rich get poarghtere are interesting points in

this motion about social housing. | heard W&tyes, who spoke in an impassioned way about social
housing just before me, as he has done on a number of occasions. | also heard the Government Whip
speak about social housinighink we would all agree in this plaedo the best of my knowledge, we

would all agree-to a very great extent about the scourge of homelessness here in Victoria. It was a
pleasure, Deputy President, to join with you on a recent parliamentary comngjttiee o look into
homelessness in Victoria, and so to a very large extent | concur with wibdyels said. But the
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government's record when it comes to social housi

short of appalling.

Whether you like ibr not, and | certainly do not, this Labor government has been in office in Victoria
for 17 of the last 2¥ears. So to hear Miaylor bend and sway seeking to explain exactly why it is
that it has taken 2fears for this government to get around to ustdeding that we need proper
provision of social housing was quite extraordinary. In particular | enjoyed hearing about how difficult
it is to liaise with folks who are in a current residence that they may need to move from. The history
that we were provied was entirely inaccurate. Before the coalition came to government in 2010 and
indeed before Mkovell became the Minister for Housing it was the practice of the Labor government
to simply tap people on the shoulder, and they were moved immediatelyoveitimsultation. So for

that to be offered up as the primary reason for the extraordinary—eetnaordinary
procrastination-in putting in place adequate housing stock was bizarre and totally inappropriate. We
have heard from the government during thisatielthat those of us on this side of the house want to
sit on our hands-how extraordinary. Seventeen of the lasy@4rs we have had Labor governments
here in Victoria, and yet our housing waiting list continues to skyrocket. The amount of housing stock
continues to dwindle.

As | say, and as | said yesterday in this place, | have been pleased to join with the government over
recent sitting weeks on a number of pieces of important legislation that in my mind would do good to
support vulnerable Victorianés far as | am aware, it is a matter that is accepted right around this
chamber—that we need to do far better to support Victorians who are homeless or at risk of
homelessness. Miinn moved some amendments. They have been circulated. The fourth amendment
is an interesting one. | will read it inttansard

4. I n paragraph (5)(g) omit “‘wildlife.’” and insert the f
Cwildlife; and

(h) significant infrastructure projects, including transport infrastructure, particularly projects that
are sheelready with completed and available business cases, that can generate jobs
qui ckly.’

Mr Finn was perhaps speaking with his tongue in his cheek when he said that he waRatmarDr

and other members of this chamber would support his amendment ttherfiist paragraph. |

honestly have no doubt that right across this chamber there will be supportfor Mrn” s f our t h
amendment. How could there not be? | heard time and time again frdmayls, and | commend

her for this focus in her remarks, talkingout jobs and the need for us at the moment to seek to
stimulate the job market, whi ch has been entirel
dealing with COVID19. This particular amendment is an entirely constructive one. | commend it to

thehouse.

Coming back to the principal point | was making earlier, about homelessness, | would urge the
government to reach out to crosshench members, who | know are all passionate about this issue, and
to those of us on this side of the house, led in tiggrdeundoubtedly by Msovell, who are deeply
passionate about this issue. We have been very comfortable to join with the government on any
number of occasions in recent sitting weeks to work together to provide good solutions for vulnerable
Victorians. Tlis is a case where we must do better as a chamber to work together. Homelessness is a
blight on our community. | have been deeply concerned, as members right around this chamber have
been, by increasing levels of homelessness and increasingly poor oumoliesrians who are
homeless or at risk of homelessness, through this period of dealing with €@Mianything, what

we have just been through, indeed what we continue to go through, should sharpen our focus on
dealing with what is such a centrsdiile for vulnerable Victorians.

| was very pleased to read thatRatnam included in her motion an important point about recycling.
It is National Recycling Week, and so | think it is fantastic that she called for a recycling revolution to
reduce waste.dnetimes, | think, in discussions about the environment, recycling and waste are not
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seen as central issues on this point. Despite some of the less than kind things | have said about the
Green New Deal, | concur entirely with Ratnam, and | would notegahthe coalition has outstanding
policies in this regard in the public domain that | would urge the government, again, to look at. Should
the government want to look seriously at our policies to reduce waste, we would only congratulate
them for doing sol will conclude my remarks at that point, entirely in support of the excellent
amendments that Mrinn has moved.

Dr KIEU (South Eastern Metropolitaif15:04: | rise to contribute to the motion proposed by
Dr Ratnam on behalf of the Greens pattgm also fired up, because of not only the passionate
contribution but also the theatrical performance byFMn. | have to admit that when | look at the
amendments proposed by the member, | am somewhat surprised that a personal wish list was not
included there.

The year 2020 has been diffiestho doubt about that. \Weeveryone in this house, all people living
now—have never seen such a year in our lives. We have to go bagkat82to 1918, after the
Second World War, when a lot of lives had beenastd then came a pandemic with close to
50million lives lost and 50nillion people infected. In our case the pandemic is still raging all
throughout the world, but we are successfully managing it in Victoria and coming out of a second
wave in a very scidific manner, with a scientific approach and advice. In fact we are good on the
way forward—back to the future. Unlike some of the proposals or demands of some people, our
approach actually is quite successful. In fact we are now the envy of the werdddessfully facing

the second wave, and we are on our path to a very good and @ONfal future until a vaccine is
available.

This has also been supported by the people of Victoria throughout some of the polling by professional
agencies and newspapdrg;luding the amateurish polling by a member of the other house, Tim
Smith. Our government is well supported, and | have no doubt that we will be more supported once
the budget is released and once we are back to the-fdtask to COVID normat-by the time
Christmas comes.

| have only a few minutes, so let me go through the main points of the motion moveRaypam.

We are as a government supporting not only the vulnerable and renewable-¢heryjure for our
children and grandchildrenbut also busirgses, as we have done throughout the pandemic, and we
will be continuing to do so.

| can go through many of the points in the motion, but let me only highlight and remind the house of
some of the main points. | cannot resist talking about renewable enithggur largest battery built

in the Southern Hemisphere. A member opposite wrongly said that it is only profading
300000houses for half an hour. That was incorrect. That should bebtbuses, which is 17fer

cent of the quoted number.

Anotherpoint is about public social housing for the people. It is a big, big problem. Particularly the
Legal and Social Issues Committee is conducting an inquiry, which is not completed yet. We are going
to have a final report and several recommendations. im¢latime the government has contributed

and is doing a lot of work towards helping the vulnerable. For example, we have a Victorian Social
Housing Growth Fund with a budget of Billion to provide innovative partnerships between the
government and somé the consortia, including private and social organisations.

Another point | would like to touch upon is education. We have as a government supported a lot of
initiatives for public schools as well as Catholic and private education. Recognising theointipact
pandemic on students, during this year the government, for example, announced that there will be
more than 410@utors rolled out across Victorian schools in 2021 to help the students that have been
impacted. There is not just intellectual assistatitze government also has some increased mental
health support for students with the mental health practitioners in schools program. It is going to be
brought forward to be completed by the end of 20R&re aranany more things.
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| have to say one thinghich isa bit personal as well. To confirm the government commitment for
education, particularly STEM education, | have been appointed an inaugural ambassador for STEM
education. | am thankful for that, and | am looking forward to it. | have alreadydstaand will travel

the width and length of Victoria in promoting something that is close to my heart.

Another point | would like to raise before | conclude is about public health and hospital buildings.
Even prior to COVID our health services had reegia record $12Zillion in operational funding

for 2019-20, and it represents a 3@dr cent increase year on year since the budget year efl%14
Since coming to this office the government has committed to its largest health build program in the
history of the state of Victoria. This is an increase of more thampdB86ent on the previous Liberal
National government when they were in power during their term.

| could go on more and more and talk about biodiversity, bushfire recovery and prevetuion, pu
transport, active transport, bike lanes and so on, but | would just like to conclude here and leave time
for others to contribute by just saying that we are the government who walk the talk and that any long
journey we have to begin with a single stepr example, with renewable energy we have committed

to targets for the dates of 2030 and 2050, and we are more than on the way to achieving those targets.

Mr LIMBRICK (South Eastern Metropolitarf15:12: | would like to thank DRatnam for
bringing forward this motion. It is not very often | get to talk about communism twice in a day. Let us
start with a couple of facts here. Firstly, the idea that government creates\jeltear it so much in
this place, this idea that government createsjabdike a magic trick. So when government creates
jobs, it gets the money for those jobs through taxes, which harm jobs, so it is like a magic trick. They
say, ‘Here are the jobs that we creat dthe and

debt that we're running up to create those jobs

created through the voluntary exchange of free people. So government does not create jobs, and it does
not create wealth.

Let us get onto what is aetlly in the motior-the Green New Deal. This sounds like something based

on what the Democratic Party in the US put together. They had something similar. | think it was
Alexandria OcasiCortezwho put it together. But if we look at what the DemocrathénS are

doing, there is one big, big differere@and MrFinn is going to be upset with me here, because | am
going to say something nice about the Democratic Party in the United States, so he is going to think |
am a communist now. One very good thing #aBiden has talked a lot about is nuclear energy.

This is one thing that is still prohibited in Australia. The Democratic Party in the US know that they
cannot get to zero carbon emissions without nuclear energy, so they are looking at extending the
lif espan of their nuclear energy power plants and they are also looking atszédegellout of small

modular reactors. | also note that the Greens were very excited when Japan recently announced its
zeracarbon policy by 2050, and again, as is every tpun the world that has pretty much
successfully decarbonised, it is doing it with a combination of either {gjelctric or nuclear power.

So Japan is restarting and ramping up all of its nuclear power plants. So this is something that is sorely
missing

Looking at things that we need here, we talk about building more storage. | note that the government
has announced this Big Battery, and indeed this Big Battery is necessary. | think itiedz@att

hours, is that correct? Yes. So why do we need tgi88ttery? Well, this is not utilitgcale storage.

This is what they cal-

Dr Kieu: It is 450megawatt hours.

Mr LIMBRICK : This is why we need this. This will be a system service, right? So what we will
be using this for is to take into accountftet of blips in the energy supply. Now, lots of people say,
“Wel |, renewabl e energy is very cheap’. That
sometimes it is worth negative dollars: you have to pay people to put it onto the netwoik.alhis
very, very big problem, because if-npe in the market is paying for the electricity at that time, it is

et
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worthless. If you have to pay for someone to take it in the market, it is a big problem as well. That is
one of the things that the battery viiél used for, so that when you get those periods, you can smooth

it out. That is fine. But if you want to look at serious storage, as | thirfkitvirpointed out, if you

used it to power the entire state or something, it is only going to be for a smatitavhtime. In
fairness, | do not think it was actually ever intended to do that; it was meant to be this system service.
If you want utility-scale storage, you are going to have to look at having a hell of a lot of batteries,
which is probably not goingpthappen, or you are going to have to look at something like pumped
hydro.

Now, pumped hydro is an interesting thing. | know that the government has a project. They are

building a pumped hydro system in an old mine up near Bendigo, | think. This iy arfstlscale

project. But for largescale projects you are going to have to build dams. | think the Australian National

University talked about how there are@sites that you could put pumped hydro projects-into

lots and lots of sites. If you actualbok at where these sites are, a lot of them are in national parks.

So | do not know when the Greens are going to start announcing which forests they want to flood, and

it seems totally incompatible with the other part of this motion where they talk abéur e st or i ng ou
precious natural environment’'. Well, | can tell vy

The other bit that is really interesting in thi
referenceNow, when we talk abogbvernments investing in thingd am not sure who was the first

person to say this, solamnotsure wholamqueting say, ‘I f you have a good
go to investors and ask them to invest; if you have a bad idea, you go to governmentteerd ask t

i nvest ' . S o t hréfesenceispreally strangk, yoecause mest of the investment in

renewable energy that is happening at the moment is actually coming from the private sector, and it is

coming from superannuation funds. These aredh@ssuperannuation funds that are also investing

in the government bonds that are the debt that the government is actually building up. Okay.

Members interjecting.

Mr LIMBRICK : I know that other people want to talk about this. | could go on all day #be.

I am not sure what ‘main shopping streets’ have t
interesting. So | willdl |l eave it there. But | wou
amendments to thiwotion | preferred talkag about it in its original form, and | do not want to mess

withDrRat nam’s motion, so | am not going to support

Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitgn(15:19: | am speaking on the Green New Deal. This motion
callsuponthegoverrenmnt t o commit to significant, essenti al
livability. | have been consistent. We need to encourage a mode shift to public transport, including
walking, biking—obviously not for me but for othersand shared modes afhsport. This will
reduce traffic congestion, improve our local environments and reduce emissions.

Victoria generated 15.illion tonnes of rubbish between 2018 and 2019. This is approximately
2.5tonnes per Victorian, and we need to do better. We oeritice our waste if we are to protect

our wildlife and our environments. In October this year Western Australia followed Queensland and
South Australia in launching a container deposit scheme. This is one way to reduce litter, improve
recycling rates andreate new employment opportunities. After all, a similar scheme in Queensland
reduced container litter by Rer cent. We are trailing behind these other states.

Moreover, not only do we need to improve Victorian recycling habits but we also needde redu
emissions. The bushfires demonstrated the impact carbon dioxide and toxic air has on our health earlier
this year. In addition, solar panels, wind turbines and water energy are the way of the future. It is for
these reasons | fully support publicly owineenewable energy and storage projects to transition
Victoria away from fossil fuels. In addition this will generate new employment opportunities as we
build, monitor and run these new sources of energy.
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Furthermore, this year | have consistently recaghand explained to this Parliament the deep and
lasting impact that homelessness has. Now is the time for action. GO\iBs impacted on not only

health but our economy and simply the ability of many individuals to stay afloat. Throughout this
pandemidhe government has been fantastic in getting those who are sleeping rough off the streets,
yet this is temporary. We have to ask: what now? To boost our economy and to reduce the number of
individuals experiencing homelessness, | urge the governmentftly dwild new public housing

across Victoria. It is not enough to only build public housing; obviously we must create new job
opportunities to reduce the number of those experiencing homelessness due to financial hardships.
Reviving our retail, hospitaiif transport and service industries is an essential aspect of this.

In conclusion | urge the government in considering their upcoming state budget to put the needs of
Victorians first. This means creating jobs across multiple industries, further investimgw
technology and future energy, reducing waste and improving Victoria for the better. It is no surprise
that | support changing Victoria’
and reducing homelessness, and therefarpdast this motion wholeheartedly.

Mr MEDDICK (Western Victori(15:29: | support much of what this motion calls for. Of course
the government must invest in renewable energy and storage projects to pave the way for the reduction
in fossilfuels, and | thank the government for their recent commitment to the Big Battery in Moorabool
in my electorate, which will provide a key component of the overall greening of the power system in
Victoria. The state government must help homeless Victoriamsvbsting in new public housing.
Now is the time when money and labour are in ready supply to get on with this overdue investment.
We must employ more people, especially women, in education, health care and social support to
ensure no Victorians slip thugh the cracks at a time of extraordinary economic stress. We must
restore our natural environment, protect habitats and animals, recycle waste and protect our
waterways.

While this motion talks about restoring our natural environment and planting trdesative
vegetation, which are ideas | support and applaud, it fails to tackle the main reason these things are not
done—one of the major drivers of despoliation of the natural environment, animal agriculture. | note
that MrFinn waxed lyrical about hisve of trees. Many people | know would be ecstatic to know that

no doubt MrFinn also is mortified at the enormous loss of trees due to animal agriculture. | am sure
everyone is well aware of the terrible razing of the Amazon for cattle grazing, butttisetifet this

happens everywhere, including here in Australia and here in Victoria, for a sector that is also high in
terms of emissions and water usage. It is a major driver of habitat loss for native species, a subject that
will be discussed at somenigth in the upcoming biodiversity inquiry conducted by the Environment

and Planning Committee of this house. This is to say nothing of ttwfraheffluent into freshwater

bodies from intensive agriculture operations.

If nothing is done to assist farmseto transition to sustainable pld#sed harvests both here and
around the world, it is hard to see how any new deal can be made green. Without changes to more
sustainable farming practices, we cannot solve the regular emergence of new zoonoticatideases
increasingly regular pandemics; we cannot bring about the elimination of emissions required to
address the climate emergency; and we cannot restore our natural environments, including our
waterways and wildlife, protect threatened species and, impgrtanmany, provide justice to
animals brought into being solely to be used as food for humans.

My party and | support the call for a modern new deal that works for ordinary people and the planet,
and we just want it made greener. | congratulatB@nanfor bringing this important matter to the
house, and it will have my full support.

Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan(15:29: | am very pleased to rise to speak on this motion.
| just want to make note of the kind of graffiti amendment thabpipesition has put forward today.
It is almost like they crossed out some of the letters so the word means something different
altogethe—omi t * Green New Deal’', omit ‘ wiHdowiof e’ ,

S perspective

t

0

nse
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completely change the whole rmasti In fact | think | am going to take some inspiration from this and
look out for opportunities to do the same kind of graffitionsome d&Mrnn’ s f ut ure moti ons

But yes, we do need to do things differently, and this year, as this motion says, hdiffibelefor

us all and certainly far more difficult for many people in our community. This is going to have a long
tail. The year 2020 is going to reverberate for the rest of this decade. This will not be forgotten, and
we will need to do things diffendly. But let us take that as the opportunity that it could be, and this is
what a lot of this motion goes-tethe opportunities that are in front of us to do things differently. |
totally support this. | think we are seeing the world recognise this.

We ha all done things differently. As someone who is chairing the homelessness inquiry brought to
the Legal and Social Issues Committee byBdrton, we are hearing how things can be done
differently and how COVID has enabled that to happen and has enalitedauthings differently.

No-one would have thought in January this year that we would have been able to find housing for
every single person who needed it and every single person who wanted it. Now the challenge is to
maintain that. Now the challenge @skeep that going.

We are working differently. Who would have thought that we would be Zooming each other, that we
would be irBrady Bunchboxes for most of the day? But it has shown that we can do things differently.
For many people, not being able to tgowork, or not having a job, has been really difficult and
damaging. That is why we do need to invest in our careworkers; we do need to invest. Again, if this
year has shown us anything, it is that we need to invest in our health system. This yeavh#sesho
cracks or the crevices in our health system, and certainly in our mental health area. So, yes, we can
invest. We know that the dollar that you invest into a care economy is a far better dollar than the one
you invest in a hard hat job.

It seems thatome people think that the only way you can create a job is to build a road. That is not

the case. We have shown that by working differently, by staggering our start times, by working from

home some days and working in the office on other days that veetasdly possibly not going to

need the infrastructure that we had planned. We are not going to need all of it, and we should be

rethinking this. We should be rethinking how we can invest in our community in really meaningful

ways.As we have seen withalcongestion on our roadsvell, there is not any. On public transport

systems, we are able to socially distance on the trams at almost any time of the day because we are
doing it differently. As the Grathiatne lenlseep hauntes’'s ¢
we go ahead with some of the infrastructure that is being planned.

So | support this motion. | laugh at the amendmen
hilarious’ . But | suppor tlytwdmustdotiongsidifenently e can do
we must take on the challenges that this year has broughttheisarm that this year has done to

many of us. We need to take that and we need to look at that and do it differently, do it better and

create a bettelcenomy, a better Victoria.

Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan(15:3):1 r i se today to speak to Dr
the Green New Deal, and in rising to speak | am taking inspiration from a lot of the debate that | have
heard today. We started this year with horrific bushfires, and the air quality was absolutely, and is
today, something that we are all still struggling with. | am pleased that we have the air quality inquiry
that was, at the very start of this year, moved by me and hopefully will start at the end of next year.
There are many things in our environment thahave to make a number one priority: our air quality,
our waste and our environment. As many have said today, as we are going into summer and we all
want to go and explore regional Victoria, having a focus on our environment will be very important.

Other points that DiRatnam raised today were around homelessness. As a whole crossbench, we
wholeheartedly wanted that inquiry, but this pandemic has absolutely highlighted the need going
forward to make sure that all in our community have a roof over theis laea can afford their bills,
electricity or otherwise gas, and with a little bit of hope that in the future we do go down a path of
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more solar and more sustainability. | also hope that through what is being proposedatadiay
hearing from the governmeahd others around this room it would seem that we all in this place wish
to continue to make sureour future here in Victoria is built in a way so that we aresedfainable.

We have to look at our manufacturing and our farming and make sure that le@ssargliant on
imports at this point.

It would be great to think that Victoria could be sustainraktet we could have sustainable recycling
industries and a waste system that is sustainable. | guess a lot of others would have highlighted the
amount of wate during this pandemic from people being at home, -Elitarg, which is very
disturbing. A focus on our health during this pandemic is vitally impertaititat we eat and how we

do it are vitally important. There was a lot of messaging that the goveroowdththave done at this

time to make sure that we as a community were looking after ourselvessanda€OVID will be

around for the next couple of years for sure, if not the futwe as a community are going to step
forward and make sure that we adiydb a lot more around our wellbeing, our personal wellbeing,

and looking after ourselves but also looking after our community.

There are a lot of things that were raised today that | anpeiO€ent in support of and that | have

raised over the last year so that | have been in this place. We need to definitely make sure that
walking and cycling is something that all of the state as well as local councils step towards. That does
not mean that there are not going to be cars; cars in the future wiithimahble as well. So we have

to respect large infrastructure projects such as roads, because at the end of the day | am hoping that we
have cars that are sustainable and that they are not polluting. We do need to get around Victoria. It is
a very big sta. We like the freedom of movement. We like to be able to visit our relatives. We like

to go to regional Victoria-it is very vast. It is great to jump on a train, but it will also be great to jump

in a sustainable car in the future or share your card8mbt believe it is one or the other.

| also believe that we can all care for our environment. There are many, many thingsRtiziaDr
and | totally agree on, but | do also feel that there are other priorities and that we all have to balance
those prioities for the betterment of our community. | think we have gahafe seconds. Mfinn—

Mr Finn interjected.
Dr CUMMING : No, we all have to pay the bill&ime expired)

House divided on amendment:

Ayes, 10
Bach, Dr Finn, Mr O’Donohue, Mr
Bath, Ms Lovell, Ms Ondarchie, Mr
Crozier, Ms McArthur, Mrs Rich-Phillips, Mr
Davis, Mr

Noes, 27
Barton, Mr Leane, Mr Shing, Ms
Bourman, Mr Limbrick, Mr Stitt, Ms
Cumming, Dr Maxwell, Ms Symes, Ms
Elasmar, Mr Meddick, Mr Tarlamis, Mr
Erdogan, Mr Melhem, Mr Taylor, Ms
Gepp, Mr Patten, Ms Terpstra, Ms
Grimley, Mr Pulford, Ms Tierney, Ms
Hayes, Mr Quilty, Mr Vaghela, Ms
Kieu, Dr Ratnam, Dr Watt, Ms

Amendment negatived.
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House divided on amendmend:

Bach, Dr
Bath, Ms
Crozier, Ms
Davis, Mr

Barton, Mr
Bourman, Mr
Cumming, Dr
Elasmar, Mr
Erdogan, Mr
Gepp, Mr
Grimley, Mr
Hayes, Mr
Kieu, Dr

Amendment negatived.

House divided on motion:

Barton, Mr
Cumming, Dr
Elasmar, Mr
Erdogan, Mr
Gepp, Mr
Hayes, Mr
Kieu, Dr
Leane, Mr

Bach, Dr
Bath, Ms
Bourman, Mr
Crozier, Ms
Davis, Mr

Motion agreed to.

Ayes, 10
Finn, Mr O'Donohue, Mr
Lovell, Ms Ondarchie, Mr
McArthur, Mrs Rich-Phillips, Mr
Noes, 27
Leane, Mr Shing, Ms
Limbrick, Mr Stitt, Ms
Maxwell, Ms Symes, Ms
Meddick, Mr Tarlamis, Mr
Melhem, Mr Taylor, Ms
Patten, Ms Terpstra, Ms
Pulford, Ms Tierney, Ms
Quilty, Mr Vaghela, Ms
Ratnam, Dr Watt, Ms
Ayes, 22
Meddick, Mr Symes, Ms
Melhem, Mr Tarlamis, Mr
Patten, Ms Taylor, Ms
Pulford, Ms Terpstra, Ms
Ratnam, Dr Tierney, Ms
Shing, Ms Vaghela, Ms
Stitt, Ms Watt, Ms
Noes, 15
Finn, Mr McArthur, Mrs
Grimley, Mr O’'Donochue, Mr
Limbrick, Mr Ondarchie, Mr
Lovell, Ms Quilty, Mr
Maxwell, Ms Rich-Phillips, Mr
Committees

JOINT SELECT COMMITT EE

Establishment

Debate resumed on motion of MIDAVIS:

That:

(1) a joint select committee of nine members be established to inquire into, consider and report to both
houses, no later than 3@ptember 2020, on the relevance, acceptability and process by which the
government has adopted international agreements, treatiesiorandums and other similar

arrangements with foreign governments since 2015, and in particular:

@ whether

t he t wo

agreements

bet ween

t he

government, also known as the Belt and Road Initiative, are imtdrest of Victorians in all

circumstances, including in the letgyrm financial interest of the state and with respect to its
sovereignty;

Peopl e’ s

(b) the details and background of the proposed further agreement linked to the Belt and Road Initiative
and whethethese are in the public interest of all Victorians;

I
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(c) the appropriate consultation with the commonwealth of Australia government and its agencies on
the |likely impact on Australia’s foreign affairs an

(d) through until the end of this Parliamesamine and report on any further international agreements,
treaties, memorandums or other similar arrangements the government may seek to sign and report
to the Parliament in a timely way to keep the Parliament of Victoria informed of whether these are,
on balance, in the view of the committee, in the public interest;

(2) the committee shall consist of:

(a) five Assembly members, comprising three members from the government nominated by the
Premier and two members from the opposition nominated by thelefttie Opposition;

(b) four Council members, comprising two members from the government nominated by the Leader
of the Government in the Council, one member from the opposition nominated by the Leader of
the Opposition in the Council and one member faonong the remaining members in the Council
nominated jointly by minority groups and Independent members;

(3) a majority of the members appointed pursuant to paragraph (2) will constitute a quorum of the
committee;

(4) the chair of the committee must bean-government member;

(5) in addition to exercising a deliberative vote, when votes on a question are equally divided, the chair, or
the deputy chair when acting as chair, shall have a casting vote;

(6) the committee may proceed to conduct business hatastding that all members have not been
appointed and notwithstanding any vacancy;

(7) the committee may conduct all or any part of a meeting or public or private hearing by audio or
audiovisual link;

(8) the committee shall operate under the provisiakisdut under joint standing order 15;

(9) the foregoing provisions of this resolution, so far as they are inconsistent with the standing and sessional
orders or practices of both houses will have effect notwithstanding anything contained in the standing
and sessional orders or practices of both houses; and

(10) a message be sent to the Assembly informing them of the resolution and requesting their agreement.

Mr DAVIS (Southern Metropolitar-Leader of the Oppositidii15:53: This motion was debate
earlier in the year. It is near the end of its time. There are anathieugs left on its time here, but
my point is to simply say that the series of international arrangements that have been made by the
current government do need to be looked aktldsy a parliamentary committee that has the capacity
to look at international treaties of this type. We think that there is a sensible way forward there. We
think that there is a way to more closely scrutinise those international treaties, and coggbigient
motion was brought forward but was not concluded earlier in the year.

DrCumming:On a point of order, President, the moti on
than30Sept ember 2020’ . Nadmber 2000s!lunderstaduat thiy was debatedl
at the very start of this year; | understand that maybe a lot of people here today will not be voting for
this. But my pickup is that it is requesting that a select committee consider and report by a date that
was two months ago.

The PRESIDENT: Thank you. I listened to you, @umming, and thank you for raising this. But
if it is agreed to, that is a different story then. They can change the date.

Mr Leane: On the point of order, President, | do not think that we can agobaubge time. | do
not think we can agree to go back in time. This select committee will need some sort of time machine
to go back and achieve this. | am concerned that we are setting some sort of precedent that we are
agreeing to something that could nosgibly happen.

Ms Shing Further to the point of orddPresidentthat DrCumming has raised and that Minister
Leane has also raised, it would appear that were this motion to be agreed to the substantive outcome
would be that there could be no workndan relation to it, for the reasons that have been described
by DrCumming and by Minister Leane.
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Mr Limbrick : On the point of order, President, could | get some clarification, maybe from the
clerks or someone? The Liberal Democrats support this mdtig obviously we do not want to
support something that is impossible. Is it possible for the committee to simply change the date on

this?

The PRESIDENT: Thank you to everyone who has made an inquiry about this, but the advice |
have is that if that otion is carried then a joint select committee will set a date and bring it back to

the house.

House divided on motion:

Ayes, 15
Bach, Dr Davis, Mr McArthur, Mrs
Bath, Ms Finn, Mr O'Donohue, Mr
Bourman, Mr Hayes, Mr Ondarchie, Mr
Crozier, Ms Limbrick, Mr Quilty, Mr
Cumming, Dr Lovell, Ms Rich-Phillips, Mr
Noes, 22
Barton, Mr Meddick, Mr Symes, Ms
Elasmar, Mr Melhem, Mr Tarlamis, Mr
Erdogan, Mr Patten, Ms Taylor, Ms
Gepp, Mr Pulford, Ms Terpstra, Ms
Grimley, Mr Ratnam, Dr Tierney, Ms
Kieu, Dr Shing, Ms Vaghela, Ms
Leane, Mr Stitt, Ms Watt, Ms
Maxwell, Ms
Motion negatived.
Sitting suspended 4.0pm until 4.30 pm.
Motions

TIMBER INDUSTRY
Mr BOURMAN (Eastern Victoria(16:30: | move:

That this house notes that:

(1) the government has committed to ending the native timber industry by 2030, with the apparent aim being
to have it replaced by plantation timber at that time;

(2) it will take in excess of 5§ears, probably closer to §8ars, for plantation timber to reach the same
quality as current native timber harvesting;

(3) given the devastating economic effects of the COWDpandemic, jobs are critical, particularly in
regional areas;

andcalls on the government to abandon ending the native timber industry and instead nurture what is one of
the most highly regulated timber industries in the world which produces timber of unparalleled quality.

| cannot even remember how many years ago itneasthat the government announced that they
were putting an end date on the native timber industry and basically moving towards plantation timber.
Now, my interest in this issue is ongoing. It basically relates a lot to jobs in regional areas. Jobs in
regonal areas are tougto find at the best of times. Regional areas always have a higher
unemployment rate than metro areas just due to the nature of the way it is: you are further from the
infrastructure, you have a smaller community and so on.

It is | think a good time for the government to have a think about what the reasoning is behind the
killing of the industry or the sentencing to death of the industry and whether that is still a good idea.
At the very least, even if they decide to continue on witlh, ththink the transition date is clearly
ambitious because native hardwood afteydds is really not in a position to yield the quality of
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wood that a wilegrown tree would. There are very, very divergent vibeld around this chamber

about the timbeindustry. Frankly | have kept a fairly close eye on it. Are VicForests perfect? No. Do
they do a damn good job? Yes. It is not easy, particularly when they have got what | see as a moving
goalpost. They have a lot of problems with someone findingdiitkers that were not there before.

They have a lot of people chaining themselves to various things, whether it is the bulldozers or a tree,
which slows things down. There was some very unfortunate timing last year, | believe, with people
protesting at th same time that people were trying to fight the bushfires. That just makes it harder
with what is going on.

Now, native timber and the quality of our timber has got a lot to do with how it is grown. Plantation
timber even after 50 or 8@ars will never b as good as the wilghown timber. That is basically the

law of natural selection. Every time a small tree grows out in the sticks, if it is not a strong one, it does
not make it. Only the strong survive. With the strong that survive comes a better afutitiber. |

fear that if 2030 is the date that the timber industry will be shut down, even if we plant enough trees
in a plantation to cover our current consumption, | do not think there will be enough plantations. There
are plenty of pine plantatiortsyt softwood and hardwood are completely separate things. The timber
that we are likely to get from plantations in the short term is more suited to things like plywood, toilet
tissue, tissue paper, lestrength structural frames, packaging and firewooso ere is the added

thing that a lot of pesticides and other stuff are used to control pests, which may or may not affect the
way the timber actually grows.

Be that as it may, the thing is | take this as jobs. | remember that during the last Parliaimadtav
Greens member who was very datjging, and she was most certainly entitled to her opinion. Again,
there were very divergent views about how many jobs were at stake. If you count the people out there
cutting down the trees, transporting them adoaind things like that, maybe there are not that many,

but that is only the tip of the iceberg. With those people comes someone who is selling the diesel for
the tractors. They have got to buy their work clothes, they have gottthegthave got to dolabf

these things. Itis like a pyramid below the industry.

Itis also generally in very remote areas, so you have got the smaller communities out there. And those
smaller communities rely on every single sale they can get. Every time someone wansotoduy
diesel, some iee-whatever the case may-bd all goes to them. | believe that by continuing with the
direction that the government is on, it will add another-elpprdon the pun-to regional areas. It

just takes another little bit away and anothelelibit away, and in the end we have also got to
remember that no matter whether we support Green New Deals and other fanciful things, from the
regional areas comes our food. From the regional area come our vegetables, meat and all these other
things. We sbuld never lose sight of that. There are varying numbers about regional job losses. There
has been a drop of around 7 tpe8 cent across Victoria in regional areas generally over the recent
times. Northwest Victoria lost almost Per cent. There is aflorts of research that has been done,
including from CommSec.

There are two cruxes to this, | guess. If we kill off this industry, then our timber has still got to come
from somewhere. Plantations are not going to be able to do it for the next 5@es36and | am

going to hazard a guess that at least iges0s there are probably going to be none of us around;
80years can pretty well guarantee that. In between now and then, what have we got? Basically we
have got two options: we can stop using woathae can start getting concrete and steel, which brings

its own environmental issues for those that think that stopping cutting down the sustainable trees is an
environmental win; or we can go to other countries that rape and pillage their own envirevithents

no regard for what is going on and get beautiful timber from them. But they do not have the same
oversight we have. Ironically, the protestethe Greens and the other dotjging people—provide

a level of oversight, and whilst | do not necessatyee with a lot of their tactics, it forces us on a

very straight and narrow road as to what we can and cannot do with timber.

In other countries if you do not have a job, if you do not have social security, you starve, and of course
they are going to keelittle more loose with what they do. If someone tells you to chop dowrateg®
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of trees, you are going to do it because if they give you the boot, you do not feed yourself and you do
not feed your family. There are some realities to this. In a plee®©tbost—and this is taken from
somewhere around tiizepartment of Environment, Land, Water and Planmniafsite—the native

timber industry makes up about Jtls. That is 1per cent of the local employment. In Morwell it

is around 140(bbs or 19ercent of local employment. Both of those towns | would suggest have a
high enough unemployment rate without pulling the rug out from underneath them.

The government, | guess, has its view on this, but it needs to remember that when a tree is cut down
in Augtralia, done legally, then in that area, as bad as-fdiag looks—and cleaifelling is not

always taking down every tree; if there are some of those-trigtee gums that are around, | have

noted that they do go around thestiey will clean it up ovethe next few years, they will plant new

trees and there is a nurturing of a sort to make sure that future generations will be able to harvest those
trees later. In fact most of the harvest timber that we are taking now has been harvested before or burnt
in some of the bigger bushfires that we have had. | think that to say old growjlear8@Id is getting

a little fanciful. Old growth, | would say, has never been chopped down. As | said, some wigtne 4

wide trees are magnificent, and | would neagvocate chopping them down. There are some pretty
impressive pictures from the early years of our state and our country when there were no regulations,
and you look at the size of the trees they cut down then. Yes, there was a lot of wood in them, but
those things were massive, and they are not the ones you want to be taking.

| remember when this issue first popped up. It was around the great forest national park. | went on a
trip out to northwest Victoria, and we went through an area that had been logte=1970s. As a

control someone had left, | think it was, about ad@ area that had not been looked after, and the

rest of it had been planted. What was left was just scrub. Where it had been harvested and looked after
by the industry the trees veebasically looking ready to go; maybe they could have gone a few more
years. But to say that the logging industry is just destroying the environment is not taking it to its full
extent. Itis in their interest to make sure that there is a sustainabte fuiiin their interest to make

sure that what they do means that they can at a later stage plant those trees and in 50, 80 or however
many years someonhe else’'s job will be there,
the environmentdeel-good stuff that we getill go also. What will happen is other places will just

be destroyed, and | have covered that before. As responsible global citizens and all that stuff, if we can
do something sustainably and in an environmentally contnatggwe should not be offshoring our

needs to somewhere that cannot do it. | think over the years there has been a lot of improvement in
what other countries do, but again | go back to the point: if you want a job over there, you do what
they say or you geery, very hungry.

| believe that the government had good intentions at the time, but with all the €O\&Dff going

on now is probably a good time to have a think about that. | will never support the end of the timber
industry, but what | would suggss at the very worst the government should be looking at delaying

the death of the industry. Ten years is not enough. As | said, even if you had planted a tree on the day
this was announced, it would still be effectively no good for anything except hipsdmd those

sorts of things. You cannot compare it to a pine plantation. Pine is used for different things. Pine also
grows at a different rate. Pine also is not native to this area, so people can just chop it down and do
what they like. It is not realla comparable product.

I will finish my contribution and basically say that | call on the government to nurture this industry
and nurture the jobs. Jobs are hard to come by. This government also obviously has spent an
unprecedented amount of money in redames trying to keep people employed in industries that
were effectively destroyed by the COVID shutdowns. | think it is a good point for the government not
just that jobs will come from this but also that from those jobs comes tax income and frtar that
income the government can replenish the coffers. | think this is an opportunity that should not be
missed, and the government really needs to take a good look at what is going on and have a rethink.

bec:
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Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitgn(16:43: | rise to make a contribution in regard to
MrBour man’s notice of moti on. It tal ks about com
process; it sort of highlights the fact that, nBIo ur man’ s vi ew, it is going
50years, or prolaly closer to 8Gears, for plantation timber to reach the same quality; and it notes
that given the COVID pandemic that we are still in has devastated economies and given those
circumstances and the impact on regional areas, we should rethink ourgvastaoul

In regard to the motion | note this is a very difficult matter for regional communities; there is no doubt
about that. And | know that there are many people who work in this industry. The government has
done a lot of work in this area, and manyof will remember that the government earlier in 2019
announced it¥ictorian Forestry Planwhich addressed many of the matters thaBblrrman is

raising in his motion. | also understand that he is calling on the government to rethink its plans,
particdarly because of the harsh impacts that COVID is having on economies.

In making this contribution, of course, the government opposes this motion, and | just want to talk
about some of the things that the government is doing. But in having this debateini this
discussion today, | wanted to highlight the fact that although the government is committed to
implementing its forestry plan, things are never static. When you talk about industries that are in
transition, for example, it does not mean thatethvall not be any other opportunities for job creation

or to support local businesses or for government to assist industries to either transition, develop or
change.

As an example of that, earlier this year we sat on a committee and dealt with a réwyaiiggand

we talked about the potential for regional communities to perhaps share in new kinds of industries,

such as wastt®-energy, for example. That was one of the things that that inquiry talked about. Whilst

we can talk about the forestry plan dmel government support for industry and transition for workers,

there will be other opportunities that come along as well. You cannot just look at things in a vacuum

and say ‘That is never going to chaege’ Tlheade ' Wihlal
be other opportunities, and the government is committed not only to implementing this forestry plan

and a range of greener initiatives around things like what we were talking about earlier today

renewable energybut also looking at other emues. Of course as technology changes and improves,

the government will potentially look at other job creation opportunities as well.

| just want to go through three main points, which | will address in turn, on the government committing
to ending the nate timber industry by 2030. It is important to do that, for a range of reasons. What
we are talking about is phasing out all of the native forest harvesting by 2030; that is Witttz
Forestry Plartalks about. But at the same time, we have m@sed that we need to support workers
who work in that secternot only workers but businesses and communities as well. Under the plan,
90000hect ares of Vi egtowth forest will berpmtatted immedigtely oPardof that

is protecting natig fauna, such as the greater glider, which is an important species that we know will
be protected by protecting this ajdowth forest. Whilst we are recognising there is a need to move
away from logging in old@yrowth forests, what we are also looking aind—this is part of the
Victorian Forestry Plan—is supporting that sector through a range of funding and supports to enable
them to transition. So it is not only workers who we are going to be assisting in transitioning but also
communities and businesses

| might just take a moment to go through some of thiisese things have already been announced,

so they are well known, but | guess | just want to provide some reassurandgdorivian because |

know that he represents people in that community, aséhijportant to restate what the government

is doing to be able to support people in these communities. As | said, in saying that we are looking at
moving away from logging of oldrowth forests, one of the things that we are doing is that under the
planVicForests will meet existing contractual obligations and negotiate new sawlog supply contracts
for all mills to mid2024. So what that means is a competitive process will be used to allocate timber
from mid-2024 to 2030, after which commercial native Bmbarvesting in state forests will cease.
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So there is a plan in place to look at how the government can assist businesses to transition away from
those native timber contracts and move into-native plantation timber. Over this period there is
$120million in the transition package, which will help make sure that workers and their families have
the support they needthose workers who are working in those businesses. That includes training and
retraining programs, it includes case management and employssistance and it includes
additional support through the batckwork program and tepps to redundancy payments. So again,

that support will be made available to mill workers and harvest and haulage businesses. It is not only
the people who work in thaills but also the people who are doing the haulage, because we recognise
there are-and you have probably heard this term befeupstrearnand downstreartype industries.

Haulage is one of those companion industries that goes along with logging.

Again,inr ecognition of its role as one of Gippsland’
supported to transition to a full plantatibbased supply, ensuring it operates until at least 2050,

supporting its almost 108§irong workforce and providing statyilto its customers. So all of that can

go on, notwithstanding COVID, but the government has also announced a range of other initiatives

for businesses as part of our response to COVID. What | believe is critical to recognise is that this plan

is well suported and well funded, and there has been long consultation with not only unions but
businesses in the sector. It has been well funded and well thought out, and it is a very longplan, a 30

year plan, that is designed to assist with the orderly transitidnthe longerm transition, well

supported by these initiatives.

That is only one aspect of it. In terms of communities, as industry transitiovictian Forestry
Planincludes dedicated support to local communities. A $allibn package has beemnounced

to help communities adapt to the transition of the industry, including developing new opportunities to
support local economies, and this is what | was mentioning eattiat these things will not occur in

a vacuum. There is going to be fundengd support to help businesses transition. This will include
grants to grow and create local businesses and job opportunities, with financial support for community
projects and funding for local infrastructure. This is really important. It gives locdepettie ones

who know their communities best and their businessesHoggtortunities to generate ideas around

what they need or what they think they might be able to do in terms of generating new businesses and
new job opportunities. So this is really imjzmt.

That has been announced previously, like | said, and then on top of that we have announced various
other COVID initiatives to help and support communities. Local businesses will be supported with
immediate financial assistance to prepare and planrésponse to this transition, and this includes
assistance to retool in order to switch to plantation timber as well as financial compensation. | will talk
more about that in a minute, but when the government announced this forestry plan | actuadly learn

a lot about this and | was quite impressed with the level of detail in this plan. | did not realise, and it
was something | learned, that in a sawmill if you have equipment and you are milling native timber
you cannot just flick a switch and go to pkgign. You actually have to have a whole retooling or a

refit of your equipment. | did not know that.

This is why it is important that government is recognising that and making those supports available to
businesses so that they have an option, and taldlimore about this in a moment. They could say,

“Well, I " m pulling up stumps. | don’'t want to tra
to do with plantation timber; Il d rather pull up
what the plan also does is allow for businesses and communities to make those decisions and have

some influence and input into their own futures there.

In terms of the environment, as | touched on before witlitterian Forestry Planthe Victorian
gowvernment has aimed to strike the right balance between the environment and jobs, because it is really
critically important. We have got to support the creation of jobs and support workers. It is of utmost
importance while we are trying to look after theisrment as well. This includes the phasing out,

as | said, of all native forest harvesting by 2030, and at the same time we will support those businesses
who are involved in that.
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| will just go through some of the detail, like a higlel overview. Thiss some of the detail that will

support mills and harvest and haulage, and | touched on this earlier. This support has been available
from 2019, and this is the business transition support vouchers, so they are already available to
businesses who are ingbed by this. These amounts will be directly paid to the operator, up 60825

per business, to engage appropriate professional services to develop a business response plan. So,
again, that assistance is already out there for those businesses whomwek@ tioat transition. That

funding is available right now with professional assistance to help them make that transition.

This next tranche of funding will be available from 2024, and it is a plant and equipment redundancy
payment. It is up to $25000 pe business for items that have not been fully depreciated and are unable
to be sold. Like | was saying earlier, once you transition away from native timber and there has got to
be a change in your equipment plant or whatever, there will be that quaatemilbbn dollars per
business for items that have not been fully depreciated, and an independent valuation will be
undertaken to inform that process.

These grants will be available from 2020, so from this year. These are the Victorian Timber Innovation
Fund grants, and these grants again will be paid directly to the operator, whoever that is. These are
grants for innovation that supports their transition from native timber to plantation fibre and
transformative industry investments, so again those sumpertiere for the mills and harvest and
haulage part of the sector.

This next tranche of funding is in regard to mills only. This round or tranche of funding will be
available for 2024, and this is for mill site rehabilitation, so up to0805or the sk retirement and
repurposing of mill sites. Of course, with the retirement of a mill where the business has decided they
are not going to do the transitiesthey do not want te-there is an opportunity to either repurpose or
rehabilitate that mill site, whh is important. Again, that is available from 2024.

This next tranche is workers for mills and harvest and haulage, and again this will be directly paid to
the worker. This tranche will be available from 2024 as well. This is-agaopf redundancy for
workers. The government will provide a tap ensuring that workers receive three weeks of pay for
every year of service, capped atvBfeks of pay, including employer contributions, and payment for
unused sick leave, cappedatb® ur s. Th e gltopupis appedatt2023, ant again that

is available from 2024. Also, coordinated service delivery and case management is available for
affected workers, and this will be delivered at both regional and local levels as well.

There is a further tranché supports, and again these are also available from 2024. This is called
Worker Transition Services andCoordination IncludingWorkers inTransition Scheme and this
includes the registration, assessment and proactive referral to training, retrainimgpémanent
support services linking workers to the pipeline of future employment opportunities.

Again, as | mentioned before, nothing happens in a vacuum. Whilst this industry might be in transition,
we have got to recognise that there will be other oppitigs available, and this will be able to make

sure that we are aware of those workers who might want to transition away. But we can basically make
sure we know where they are so that they can be made aware of any opportunities that are coming up,
and thg can take advantage of them if they want to.

Information packs and seminars on available support and employment preparation will be provided to

affected workers in a workplace, so again it is making sure they get individual attention, support and

almost acase management type of scenario where they are given all the information they need on

being supported in transitioning. So—we®u'are not |
out the door ' . Sadl vy, I h ahave seenovarisua ndustriesgusta f or me |
wholesale cut jobs-one minute you have got a job and the next minute you are out, and there is no

support to transition. So these have been designed with that in mind, to support people in making that

transition. We recogse some of these people that work in these industries have bedsriong

employees in this sector, and it is a big change. That is obvious and recognised.
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Other supports wildl be available from 2024. Thes
(workshops and orero ne sessions) ', so again there is more

provision of career coaches and customised career transition—glgam, very formalised,
individually tailored plans-to assist those workers. We want tdkenaure that none is left behind.

No worker will be left behind with these transition plans. That is critically important, and you can see
the level of detail that | am going through at the moment demonstrates that.

The next tranche is availablefrom202 and this is called ‘Dealing wit
onone sessions for family members of i mpacted wor

job it is not just the worker that is impacted by change; it is their family as well. It is artsijidora

Often change can be very unsettling for people, and certainly if you have worked in a sector for many,
many years-sometimes people have worked in jobs foy88rs plus—recognising that that is no

longer there, sometimes you might need a litietassistance just to work through that and process

that change. So available from 2024 will be the provision of support and tools to assist the family to
adjust to that changeso ongoing support and guidance should they need it. It is critically importa

we make sure we talk to those workers and individual families so they can tell us what they need. We
do not want to tell them what they have to have, but in terms of support and being able to process these
changes it is critically important.

Available fom 2024 there will be training and retrainirgccess to a suite of potential retraining and
training providers aligned with workers’
worksite skills assessments for recognition of prior learning @Eeeemployment foundation
courses—so some of the things that you may not ordinarily think of, but for some of these jobs these
things would need to be addressed. Some of these things are digital literacy, literacy and numeracy
skills and full VET qualificéion courses. Some people may even be eligible for an exemption to fees
under our Skills First program, and there is preapprenticeship foundation training. So there are lots
and lots of opportunities there for workers, and again it is something we &invaskers to come to

grips with through the other tailored support that is being offered.

needs

Acting President Gepp, as you would know, the government has made significant announcements
around mental health supports this year, and part of this package sndedieated mental health
supports as well. This is available now to workers should they want to access it, and this includes
tailored mental health support. If people are feeling anxious or concerned about the transition, there is
a dedicated forestry iofmation support hotline that they can call Monday to Friday. There is a number
there. | will not mention it here, because that would be really for no purpose, but that is being made
available. Also that forestry information support line will make a cameager available to help
connect with any services in your local area and the most appropriate services for you, so again there
is tailored support. It is not a osee, ticka-box-andflick kind of exercise; it is talking to individuals

and finding out Wwat they need and when they need it.

Of course there are the usual supports that are always-téngs like Lifeline etetera—but | think

the most relevant and important is the forestry information support line and dedicated mental health
support fortat. This will be available from 2024 as well. This is relocation support. Up t0@2p0er

person will be made available to individuals. This is for offsetting the costs of relocation to take up an
ongoing job, with flexibility to cover costs, includirgnt, rental bond, connecting utilities, removalists

and travel costs. We recognise that if people have to move away or want to move away because they
want to look for work in an alternative setting, that amount of funding support is there and available
to support them to make that change.

Also available from 2024 is the expansion of Jobs Victoria services, so intensive employment support
for disadvantaged jobseekers, including employment brokerage with potential employers-and post
placement services. Agaiihis making sure there is ongoing support and commitment to making sure
those workers can make that transition.

a
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Also available from 2024 is another tranche, which is called tHerestry worker employment
payment, to help people get back to work. Paytwill be made to employers for employing workers
from the native timber industry. That is an incentive for local employers or any employer who wants
to prioritise the employment of people from that sector. This is §3@0person for the employer. |

hope that is something that employers out in the Gippsland area or even beyond would like to take
advantage of, recognising and prioritising the employment of somebody who has worked in the native
timber industry. There is also a further $4000 where an gmpiwovides accredited training to the
ex-forestry employee-again, incentives there for employers to take advantage of, and they are
available from 2024. This will assist local communities, and | did touch on that-edinarwe will

be supporting locatommunities. You can see how detailed this plan is. These details will include
amounts that will be available over y&ars. As | said, the transition plan generally is-§4 plan,

but this is over the next d@ars and some of these supports areablaitight now, from 2020.

There is $4million in total—this is under the local development strategy progravailable right

now for economic diversification planning to support affected local economies transition to new
sustainable industries. Also availa right now is another Regional Growth Fund, which is
$36million in total. This $3@million will assist with actions from local development strategies to be
supported through this fund, including grants to grow businesses and create jobs in affected
communities, particularly targeting job creation that is relevant for the location, timing and skills of
affected native timber workers.

That is a very comprehensive plan; | do not think there is any other word for it. It is very well thought

out, and as yocan see there has been lots of consultation with workers and industries to put it together,

because we have basically left no stone unturned. We have turned to businesses, we have turned to

local economies and we have turned to workers and to their &ritiene will be left behind. This

30year plan setsoutourlotiger m and sustainable future for Victoc
of the plan which was announced in 2019. As | said earlier, VicForests will extend the timber supply

agreements uih 2024, after which native timber supply will be stepped down, ending before 2030.

That is when the logging of elgrowth forests—it is now banned-will transition off.

As | said earlier, we are supporting local communities through this transitioerititelly important.

| know through the COVID pandemic all of us in this chamber have shared in this experience. It is an
experience that nobody would have come up with willingly, but we have all found ourselves
navigating our way through it. What | haseme to know and recognise is that the government has

been talking with businesses small and large, and support has been offered to assist businesses during
the COVID pandemic to keep their heads above water. It has not been easy, but we have been having
long discussions with business on a range of matters.

| am sorry if | have droned on a bit too long here, but it is important to get all of that out because you
can see there is a very detailed plan. But | want to reassiBeWtman that notwithstanding GAID,

the plan is a robust plan. It is going to sustain workers during this trangigohave got a very clear
commitment to th&/ictorian Forestry Planand we remain to committed to the staged and respectful
transition of the native forest industry aiithe state forests by 2030. This policy is also in line with
calls from the industry and findings from the 2017 parliamentary inquiry into VicForests operations,
which also recommended that Victoria should prepare to transition from native loggingfatigoia
timber and to actively support foresttgpendent communities through transition.

It is also critical to recognise that sometimes the market drives these sorts of changes as well. | know
consumers are particularly concerned. We also talked atmutttbn we did the recycling inquiry,

not just particularly in regard to timber. There is a growing movement and interest in rather than just

having products that you buy when something breaks, that youHilRat you can repair something

or you can recye something. So ifou have got a wood product thabu can recycle, people are

more willing these days to say, ‘Well, how can |
and |l opping a tree?’ . The ¢ onsgeahtengths tolookd he mar ke
various businesses and what their supply chains are and where they are accessing timber from and
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how they are accessing it. We also found that, for example, even when looking at purchasing eggs
from the supermarket, people wanktmw about where the eggs come from and whether there are
humane practices in regard to farming or meat production. So consumers are also very aware and
educated around the sorts of choices and purchases they are making these days.

| think that the suppastthat | have talked about and outlined to the chamber today are well thought
out, and they are very detailed indeed. At front of mind and central to this plan are workers supporting
workers to generate jobs for local peeplend real jobs, not fake jobshigh are casual or insecure

in nature, because that serves no purpose. We want real jobs. We recognise that people who work in
these industries have a particular skill set and we need to support those people with this skill set, and
we will assist them whie we can to develop different skills or other skills and transition into other
sorts of roles, should they want to do it.

That is supporting workers but, as | said earlier
up stumps. Weadge! tWwadodotnto want to change our eq
just pull wup stumps and sell’'. That is all okay,

decisions are not easy decisions. As | said, that is why this plan-gear3flanijt is not a Sminute

plan. We are not walking away from people. But those supports that are laid out in the plan start now.
It was announced last year. Some of those supports are available right now, with the next lot being
available in 2024. All of the emtal health supports are there to support people in their transition.

I might leave my contribution there. | know others will want to speak on this motion as well. But just

before | do, as | said, we oppose this motion. | understand and appvedgi@ u r man’ s concern
regard to this matter and | respect that he has a different viewpoint in regard to this, but | have to say

that it is the right thing not only for the industry but also for our native flora and fauna, particularly the
greaterglideand Leadbeat er ’ atherghoeatsnedmnspeces that wehhepe ®ilbalso

prosper as a result of ceasing logging irgrowth forests. The government opposes this motion. |

will conclude my contribution there.

Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria(17:14): | rise on behalf of The Nationals and Liberals this afternoon
inresponseto MB o ur ma n ' 421 omthe noticenpaper. | actually feel a little bit sick listening
to that whole lot of diatribe that we have heard from the government. | pédehibffended on behalf
of the timber industry and the timber harvesters. | actually feel just abandoned by them. That is a load
of drivel. What | do congratulate MBerpstraonis being able to read the rhetoric from the government
directive. She is faastic at reading the directions. | will not put it on Mspstra; | will actually put
it on the government as a whole. If the government believed that diatribe

Ms Terpstra interjected.
Ms BATH:: If the government believed
Mr Finn interjected.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Gepp): Order! MrFinn, if you are going to make a comment,
do so from your place, please.

Ms BATH: On a point of order, Acting President, | am actually allowed to make my contribution.
| listened without interference. | amailed to make my contribution without any interference.

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Mr Gepp): Thank you, MBath. | uphold the point of order. Please,
can we return to the debate.

Ms BATH: Thank you, Acting President. | will save a range of comments itiorelto the
government’'s contribution. | wildl hold those and
but | would like to first talk about some points and in effect look at th@drh anniversary. | can
say, MrBourman, that it is actually abbbl2months since the government made this most appalling
and shambolic announcement. It is actuallyriihths since we, the Liberals and The Nationals, put
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up in this chamber a motion, and that motion is worth reading because it goes to the heart of this
government'’'s betrayal of the native timber indust
The motion that we moved last year at this time says the house:

condemns .t.hgeovAenrdmmewst f or sacri fici regsandther | i vel i hood |
families through the closure of the native timber industry

It notes that:

’

the government’'s deci.sion is politically motivated

plantation timber cannot meet the needs of markets currently supplied by native hardwood timber.by 2030
And | will speak to that later. It notes that:

native timber production in Victoria is a sustainable and internationally accredited industry which provides
employment for up to 2a00workers...

It is at the very root of the tree in planting, in harvesting, itingiand then taking it downstream to
make the highest quality native timber and highest quality products that we use throughout Victoria
and throughout Australia and export internationally. Indeed our own new building out there, the
$42million building which houses MPs and their offices, has ash timber all throughioeitmost
magnificent hardwood species. It was made and milled here in Victoria, and it adorns our offices.

The closure of the native timber industry will have a devastating impact on tdwn®rlost,

Heyfield, Powelltown, Benalla, Corryong and more. Indeed it sticks in my neck when we hear from
the government that they are going to transition workers and that they care. These people in this
industry have been gutted by this decision. Youpzant it any way you like, but that is the absolute

truth. 1 have spoken on a number of occasions with wonderful féyadlgd businesses,
intergenerational family businesses who care about their work, who are exemplary in what they do,
who care about therest and understand the forest intimately because they have worked in it. They
are devastated. Some have left the industry already because they just cannot cope with the stress and
the uncertainty, and many are wanting a direction that is differens tonb.

My fifth point is that Vi ct 0dipereehtsfthe @resiestate t i mber
each year. Now,®per cent is locked away in national parks, forest reserves and unattainable areas

and so it should be. We should have naiiguarks; we should have forest reserves. These are

important places. But if you listen to those on the opposite side, if you listen to the Greens and if you

listen to the Wilderness Society, they would have us believe that there is carnage everywtette, and

is absolute fabrication and lies. Only about 3088tares each year annually is harvested and

replanted.

My sixth point is that the government’'s deci sion
imported timber. Now, it is all very well amgbod to stand there and pontificate about how they are

saving whatever it is that they think they are saving, but across the waters there will still be trees cut

down in other areas, hardwood trees cut down in other nations that do not have the stergjght o

and high regulation that Victoria has, and those will be harvested and not necessarily réfglanted.

talk about deforestation. There is no deforestation in Victoria. It is harvested and regenerated, and that

has been the model for many years amel model that should continue. When they talk about

importation, it is going to be the death of other animdlsra and fauna.

The timber industry also plays a vital role in bushfire mitigation. It absolutely does, and | want to speak
more on that. This ntion that MrBourman rightly supported a year ago, he is duplicating today. But
The Nationals and the Liberals will support this motion. So what has happened in the last year, since
that time? Well, the government has, as an art form, shut its earscdethef the native timber
industry.

| have got to know many of the most decent people in our regional areas and in our areas that
manufacture the products that help cut down and harvest those trees. | have listened to their concerns
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time and time again.heir mental state has been shattered, and it is so unfair. What has happened is

that the government have put their hands over th¢
members out of dialogue. | have asked MiniSigmes time and time again tieeet with the East

Gippsland harvesters. | gave her their numbers, and she refused, yet she puts up on Facebook the fact

that she can have Zoom meetings now with a whole range of other people, yet she will not give them

the courtesy. She is the ministecharge of forestry, and she has walked away. The government has

locked them out of coupes, and, as | said, there is uncertainty and mental anguish through this.

| looked at my Facebook post from a year ago, when | stood in ANC, which is in Meitislla
haulage and harvest operator; they deal with both plantation timber and native-tantidrstood

with those people there, a whole raft from the native timber industry and the plantation industry, and
said that this was an act of political bastardry,lasidnd by that today.

Victoria's forestry plan is a sham. The Liberals
beside—indeed | will praise my colleague in the lower heuslee very dynamic Shadow Assistant

Minister for Forestry, Gary Blackwood. &lkwood by name and blackwood by nature: he is

passionate about this industry and its viability.

Mr Finn : He is a very good man.

Ms BATH: He is. My colleague MBuUIl in East Gippsland has been passionate about this. Peter
Walsh has stood up for thisappreciate all of their support and, indeed, in this place as well. We have
worked closely with the timber industry. Getting to know them has been an absolute prirlege
East Gippsland, the Central Highlands, all evand | have spoken about the ngétierational
capacity that they have for this sustainable industry.

Only this week we have seen the Forestry Corporation of-N8\&Y are the equivalent of VicForests,

in New South Wales-provide citations for timber harvesters as a result of their busbfiponse.

Time and time again, in the darkeswell, it was the most bright, smoky, hot, horribleonditions,

our timber harvesters risked their own safety, their lives and their equipment to protect and sandbag
our fantastic communities and towns. It wabgmacking the work that they did, and sometimes they
would ring me up in the middle of the night, or the following day, to tell me that their machine was on
fire. They do not want a citation, | am sure; they just want an industry to keep going. Thaylreant

able to do the very good work that they do.

In relation to the hardwood timber mills, | am really pleased to see that the seven mill owners across

Victoria have formed the Victorian Hardwood Sawmillers Association, and their very wise leader and
spolesperson is Leonard Fenning from Bairnsdale. There are other groups that support this industry

and know it so well: AFPA, the Australian Forest Products Association; AFCA, the Australian Forest

Contractors Associatierand they work very hard against a wiral tornado, of government

disinterest; the Institute of Foresters of Australia; and even the CFMEU and the secretary there,

Mi chael O Connor . I was down | ast year when he c.
and he was wild that this governrhés shutting down this industry. Now here is the CFMEU

never thought | would congratulate the CFMEU, but | absolutely did on that day because they were

wild with this government. They have walked away from their roots of workers. They have walked

awayf om t his, and any other platitude that you wan:
sticks like dry sand in their mouth.

In terms of the plantation industry, it is a really important industry. It is a vital industry, and The
Nationals andhe Liberals support it completely. We support it. It has been providing great hardwood
and softwood-predominantly softwood but also hardwesihto Maryvale for many years. It is
providing other sources of our great need in our regions and throughoutteuiostouilding and
construction. Indeed only as recently as a couple weeks ago | was out at Mount Tassie, which is a very
mountainous and very lush place out between Traralgon and Yarram. | went out there to speak to the
plantation timber industry, angaw the most beautiful, beautiful plantation that was planted in 1980.
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They were mountain ash that were planted in 1980, and they are harvested only now in 2020. That is
a 4Qyear rotation, so for this government to say that we will be able to trarstid®30 would be
absolutely laughabile if it were not so painful. | appreciate the discussion | had with lan Reid, who has
been a strong advocate for the timber industry as a whole. As | said, anything that is even planted today
will take to 2050 before it ready, and the quality of that hardwood that needs to be planted today to
be ready in 2050 still needs to be well developed, as does the science around there.

When the government came out with its announcement of iillidh in terms of funding for a
replacement to native timber, it was in 2017 and 2018. | contacted VicForests only recently because |
noticed that there was some timber being planted near Maryvale between Morwell and Traralgon. It

was 7Chectares, and it lay dormant for a number of yédivgas previously land that was leased by

HVP, Hancock Victorian Plantations, and it had grown their timber. A fire had come through, and the
bottom line was it lay fallow for a time. Then the government put up the price of that so that it was not
economt a | for HVP, and the government came out in t
We're planting new timber plantation’”. Well, it
timber plantation. Their grand plan about this was t#59ares pinted last yearthank you,

VicForests, for telling me thatand 25Chectares this year. That is not going to transition a native

hardwood timber industry that plants, harvests arshves on a rotation. So it is not going to cut it. In
relatonto,aslha& sai d, the regrowth industrys;gromtgai n it st
forest ' . I f you go onto the VicFomgeotws hwélosietse | ;
they harvest 1939 regrowth forest, and even for the governmenteretd start to discuss that | find

just appalling—that they do not even know the facts from their own VicForests website.

Only recently | met with a very reputable organisation in the form of Committee for Gippsland.
Committee for Gippsland is made upatfout 9Gndustry and business members mixed all across
Gippsland, and they are apolitical but they are passionate in relation to the forward planning and the
future of Gippsland as a whole. The CEO, Jane Oakley, came to me with a document that she had
provided to the Premier. Even C4G are calfimgthis. She raised a particular piece of information,

and | will quote from her document:

SGS Economics and Planning in May 2020 stated that, ' Ee
GDP of over 2percent-t hr ee ti mes the national decline’ and that i
East Gippsland’' s el®lwsmy recovers to 2018

We are simply asking that the government push the timeline out and show compassion

in relation to the closer of the native timber harvesting. The government needs to show some
compassion and show some sense in relation to the closure of this industry and stop this closure. It is
absolutely ridiculous.

Now, the other thing that the government has come out lgeet done is put out a media release

with some fluffy commentary around a seedling nursery at Nowa Nowa. | think it was around
$2mi Il Il i on for that. Now, [ endorse any seedling n
future of Anytree flanted framithatinargery will not go into the ground until-2022

by the time it is established, and any of those trees will not be ready for another 40, {aws Gfter

that. So it is rhetoric that gets into the heads and minds of cerorigiis, and they feel like they

can sl eep well at night. Wel IVictoriamaForgstrydPlarismy const i
bogus, and a seedling nursery will not replace tho€9@jbbs that deliver $Billion through this

economy. Gippslandedo want secure, permanent jobs, and yet even this nursery will only serve up

a temporary solution. This is more smoke and mirrors. Many of my constituents know that Labor is

starving us out of the resources.

The other bit that | will relate is about a vet and sensible person who has worked in the forestry
industry in East Gippsland for many years. Garry Squires goes around firsthand on the ground and has
discussions. Consider the impact only on Orbost. In speaking with the industry and people on the
ground, he said that 2%r cent of fultime and direct jobs will go when the native timber industry



MOTIONS
Wednesday, 11 November 2020 Legislative Council 3911

leaves Orbost-25per cent. On top of that are Bér cent of ancillary jobs, so the mechanics and the
various other entities that have work there.

InrelatontoMsTer pstra’s commentary, it felt |ike we wer
me unpack some of this transition plan. First efalhd | just love this commenithat the industry

members, so harvesters on the ground, can have @®R&shess plan to transition to something

else; they may just want to get out altogether and transition to something else. For a multigenerational

family member who has got kids in school in Orbost, who has got family there, they do not want to

transition to smething else. They certainly do not want to-seed this is what will happenrthat

$25000 go to a consultant that has a nice little chat about what you are doing and probably comes out
saying, “Wel |, actually you weaeta. pOettii astame
around retooling, the one thing that Wisrpstra did say that was most accurate was that hardwood

industries and mills cannot just up and change over to plantation timber. They cannot just retool,

because there is specific equgmhfor hardwoodRegarding theetooling conversation around the

$250000 to retoglwhen you talk to those harvesters on the ground or the mill owners, the summation

of their equipment ends up being in the hundreds of thousands to millions of dolfasyiding

anything around $25000 is just bogus.

Finally, | will just go back to mental health. This is a sustainable industry that the government is

squeezing out. There is no transition. There will be no time line that will in any way equate to that.

There will be no trees in the ground of hardwood nature ready by 2030. There will be no grand plan

of this government. They can write a transition
it will happen, and | feel for those families ane¢lffor the job losses and the lost economy in all of

Gippsland and all of Victoria. So | endorse Blo u r maf hHawe to say, in effeeto wn * wet t ea
towel’' personal endorsement of the industry. | en
and the Liberals want to see a sustainable, ongoing timber industry.

Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitap(17:36: Surprising absolutely rone, the Greens will not
be supporting this motion today. We support the transition to a sustainable plantation timber industry
and do not agree with the assertions made iBMrur man’ s moti on. This motion
contirued logging in a part of Victoria that only fribnths ago was devastated by bushfire. The
climate changéuelled fires ripped through the east of our state and through much of our remaining
native forest. Seventy perpeentent &hsVi Gt ppshas
rainforests were burnt. Two hundred and féoilyr endangered species lost oveipgf cent of their
habitat.

When we have already lost so much of our native forest to fire and to deforestation and destroyed so
much habitatit is irresponsible to continue to advocate for the logging industry in Victoria. Instead

we should be bringing forward the end of the native timber industry and speeding up the transition to
a sustainable timber industry. In fact if we stopped loggingictoria now, the state would save
$192million over the next decade as we would no longer have to pour money into keeping VicForests
afloat, money that could be redirected into our regional economies and used to create new-green jobs
because we do agregéth Mr Bourman that our regions need job creation programs too, especially
after experiencing both catastrophic bushfires and then a global pandemic in 2020. But these jobs do
not need to be chopping down our native forests. They could be in proteatipgeserving them

instead so that they can keep storing carbon and providing clean air and water for generations to come.

We no longer need to rely on the old industries forrgaaly programs-like coal or logging. There

are thousands of jobs to be foundgreen industries and landcare. The Greens bushcare blitz plan
would create tens of thousands of jobs in conservation with a team of green workers planting trees,
removing weeds and invasive species, and fencing rivers. And of course, speeding upitiba tra

out of native forest logging would help transition more workers into sustainable plantation industries
earlier. We do not need to destroy what little forest we have left in order to recover from the-COVID
19 pandemic. We could be protecting ourefds and creating jobs at the same time. The Greens
suggest that MBourman should think beyond old industries like logging our precious native forests
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and look at new ways of supporting the regions. The Greens oppose this motion today like we oppose
the angoing logging of our precious native forests.

Ms TAYLOR (Southern Metropolitgn(17:39: | think there is a word that has circulated around
the chamber today, and that is ‘sustainability’ a
in not creating a sustainable industry in forestry. That is not a compassionate thing to do. To do nothing
is not a compassionate thing to do. To just let the wood run out, literally, is not a way forward. With
our government it is really about helping mative industry to adapt to the future. That is the kind
thing to do; that is the compassionate thing to do; it is the right thing to do. | remember a tremendous
sense of relief that there was actually a #@rgn plan to get to that point, because IWmnehat an
incredible tussle and how emotive it wafor all the right reasons; | understand, because there were
jobs and communities at stake. And it has taken an enormous amount of work to get to that point. But
the most important thing here is to havdamphat we can stick to and to give certainty and to provide
a sustainable industry into the future.

We already have a strong plantation industry makingyp 84 cent of Vi ctoria's | o
we are investing to grow that sector through innovatizsh adaptation. In the long term our ptan

and | am saying long term here; short term, long-tewill provide the scale to enable new investment

in stateof-the-art wood processing and manufacturing and make new products for growing markets,
such as new eingeered wood products. | would like to second what my colleagukekfstra was

saying before-that consumers are part of what is driving this change and we cannot ignore the market.
They are wanting to see a sustainable market. People are increasingjtyusoaisout where products

are coming from, where the furniture that they purchase is coming from. There is actually a lot of
interest in these newer wood products. The market is changing in terms of its appetite and what people
like to put in their homedt is like anything in life—there are trendsbut there is also a sense of
consciousness about where the wood is coming from.

We are supporting existing native forestry businesses to take advantage of new opportunities to
process existing plantatiorsnew nanufacturing opportunities. | am just surprisat those
opposite—they talk about small businesscetera—and why they would not be interested in creating

new opportunities for this sector or other new business opportunities they can identify. Welkwill wor
hard with these communities and those businesses who want to work with us. That is what it is all
about—working collaboratively and taking that lotgrm plan forward.

We have already had Hiills and harvest and haul contractors take up our forestindssdransition
vouchers, which provide up to $280 to undertake a financial assessment of their businesses and
identify their strengths and opportunities for change, because it is really important, just as with any
business, to be really honest abbet hnumbers and whether you can sustain into the future and what
you need to get to that next step and be sustainable. There is a point where you have to be very candid:
numbers are numbers.

In September 2020 the Minister for Agriculture opened the fisstd@f the timber innovation grants

that will assist businesses to explore options to switch from native to plantation timber and investigate
manufacturing new products. That is what we are talking aboansition. It is actually a very
pragmatic plan, ahit is one that people in the regions can see for themselves. What | am saying is
that it is transparent in that regard. Timber innovation grants of up td0®00&e now available to

help timber mills and harvest and haulage businesses explore optiche &conomics for shifting

to plantation or alternative industry options. Do nothing or, conversely, do what we are doing and
actually take the regions with us on this journey. To me that is the right thing to do.

This funding can help timber businessiegt want to remain in the timber industry to take an early
step, because you do not want to leave it down the track when you do not have an industry left. That
just does not make any sense. | think seeing into the future and pragmatically takingefidsanca

prudent steps nowwith support, with grarks-makes a lot of good sense, as does making sure those
businesses are really honest about whether they can be viable into the future. So to support forestry
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and manufacturing jobsbecause we are talking@ut jobs in this context because that is obviously

critical for the sustainability of those industries over the coming deedtissabout new approaches.

|l emphasise ‘new approaches’. The old way is not
We need to look at new approaches to be embraced to take advantage of the available timber into the
future.More rounds of these innovation grants will be available in 2022 once businesses have explored

and investigated potential new opportunities. We s& clearly that there are these things in the

pipeline, looking forward.

We are also working with the commonwealth government to establish thdli$d Gippsland
National Institute for Forest Products Innovatentre which will support research addvelopment
opportunities to help diversify and grow the sector. That has got to be a good thing. There is so much

berating going on here, and | am thinking, “But
create a sustainable industry. Youcamseit bef ore your eyes; it is tra
right thing to do.

| am just thinking about this lorgrm element. It sets a new path for our important timber industry in
Victoria. |t will po-sandthisisesitingi—ast leader ant isnovatormb er i ndu
the sector as it transitions away from native forest harvesting. In that sense that innovation is creating

a very positive reputation in the market generally. We acknowledge that the shift to plantation fibre is

not easybut it is necessary. Since the 1980s the availability of timber from our native forests has been

in decline, contrary to what has been said. The numbers are the numbers. We know the numbers of

the forests atetera, so we cannot just turn a blind eyetzok. Hope is not going to get jobs and

sustain jobs for people in those communities. | should say that it has been in decline irrespective of the
government in power.

Continuing to argue that native timber harvesting is viable in Victoria in the lamgigesctually
irresponsible, and it is not kind to those communities. Rather than doing nothing, this government
made the tough decisions that many governments have avoided. This is tough; this is uncomfortable,
and we actually cop it from both sides, duyare being really frank about it. It is providing the
investment and the time needed to support communities and businesses to undertake the steady
changes they need to make for a secure and a stronger future. This is the responsible thing to do. So
we ae leading and supporting regional Victorians to secure their future rather than burying our heads,
which is the alternative, and looking backwards for answers and just living on hope. In good
conscience that would not sit well with me. | do not think ifreglly ask ourselves those honest
guestions, that it would sit well with any of us hefitwe were really pragmatic. It is much better to

have a plan, certainty, transparency, grants and transition. We want true sustainability for those
workers. That istzsolutely the ethical thing to do.

Our government will stand by impacted workers and communities in dealing with the impacts of these
decisions, and we are going to invest in the {mmm future through initiatives and alternative
industries that will syport their local economies, because there is a naturaloitoeffect, and |
understand that as well. Note that not every timber mill will want to or be able to transition from mid
2024—granted. We offer support to those businesses, workers and comnaifétieed by closures
through our transition package. We are allowing for the different contingencies which are naturally
going to occur. Not everyone will want to necessarily to continue on that path into the future. That is
factored ir—again, transparepan this space. Our government has been very clear in its commitment
to theVictorian Forestry Plarand remains committed to the staged and respectful transition of the
native forest industry out of state forests by 2030.

To conclude, this policy is infde with calls from the industry and findings from the 2017
parliamentary inquiry into VicForests operations, which also recommended that Victoria should
prepare to transition from native logging to plantation timber and to actively support forestry
dependet communities through transitions, and that is exactly what we are doing.
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Mr QUILTY (Northern Victorid (17:49: The Liberal Democrats support Brour man’ s mot i on
today because we support timber workers, a constituency that the Labor Pangrdngesdband
abandoned. We oppose this government’'s plan to
Victoria. We opposed this plan prior to the bushfires and prior to the COVID lockdowns, and we
oppose it now. Earlier in the year | spoke with Grahanmké/ah sawmill operator in Corryong. He
was given a guarantee by this government that his mill was secure. He was told by this government
that with careful management Victoria's state for
supply of resoures. Graham took that promise to the batiterally. He took out loans on assurances
from this government. Now Graham has been told that there is no future for hardwood in Victoria.

Timber workers have been betrayed because Labor has decided a restliteralthgrows on trees

is no longer sustainable. Forests need active management. The timber industry pays for active
management of Victoria's forests. This government
down. This government will locthe forests up, and then they will burn them down.

This arrogant government has told pallet makers to switch to softwood. They have basically said to
regional Victorians, ‘Let them eat cake’. Switchi
an inferior product. Softwood pallets do not work; they break. Victorian sawmills produce high
quality, economically sound and environmentally sustainable products. These workers make
themselves, their communities and Victoria wealthier. They are a model teplimated, not
repudiated. | am proud to say that | stand with the productive workers of this state. Almost everyone
knows what a Chep pallet is because almost everyone in this state depends upon them. It amazes me
that a party that calls itself a workegrarty can so easily turn its back on working Victorians. The
government talks a lot about job creation, but the truth is it destroys successful and productive work
and replaces it with a photo op, a press release andwagkeYou can pay someone to digpale

and then to fill it in again and call that a job, but there is no dignity in that. These timber jobs are
dignified, productive jobs, and the people that hold them are a credit to our society. We have heard
today the government plans to replace thiesger jobs with wastéo-energy jobs. They are going to

truck rubbish out of Melbourne and give it to these workers te-buamderful.

The gover nme nimbesindustty makesko ecamomic bease. It makes no environmental
sense. It certainly makes no sense to the communities that depend on these jobs. There must be some
kind of sense behind it, but what? This government is engaged in a war on the reyfictariaf

They destroy industries and jobs, they rip out community resources and facilities and they centralise
everything in Melbourne. It is not just benign neglect, as some have suggestéast because none

of you could find regional Victoria on a mi your preselection depended upesitis more. Why?

It is not because you hate country people, although certainly many of you hold us in eentempt
uneducated, uncivilised, unwashed, unwanted. It is because we do not matter to you. There are not
enouglhof us. You cannot make the electoral maths work in your favour. It is not worth the effort.

| mean, it is clear why you want to wash your hands of the timber industry. Can you imagine the
panicked clutching of the chilled pinot grigio glasses, the wrinkbseés and the shared looks of horror
and disgust if somehow timber workers were to stumble into andiipérabor branch meeting? The
horror! Talk about politically incorreetthey probably would not even meet the minimum gender
diversity quotas. Actualorkers are out in the regions making things that do not really suit the modern
Labor Party. You would rather chageeen voteén the city. There is more value for you in peeling

off a few per cent of the urban grelernng voters than there is in all theaditional workers in the
regions combined. And so we see you destroying the timber inddbtmysands of jobs and millions

of dollars in an environmentally friendly, sustainable industry. Instead of cutting the trees down in a
managed way, you lock theup instead and then you incinerate thehundreds of thousands of
hectares, killing everythingbecause it all sounds better to the city voters. You destroy irrigation
farmers along the Murray because you think you have got to keep up the environmentabil@ne

killing the environment all the way down along the river to maintain the artificially freshwater Lower
Lakes because it sounds better to city voters who do not know any better.
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The government is engaged in a war on the regions, but perhapsié fer the regions to declare
war on this government. You may not have many lower house seats left outside of Melbourne, but

you have upper house seats to lose in the regions. | have said before that the regional Labor members

in this place should notél too comfortable in their seats. The timber workénsfact all the regional
workers you have betrayeemight just return that favour in a couple of years.

Perhaps there is a mutually satisfactory solution. | have said it before: Rexit, the sepaegionaif

Victoria from Melbourne. You can wash your hands of the basket of deplorables from the regions and
we can look after our own interests, save our own industries and write our own destinies. A new state,
be it northern Victoria and southern New SoWales coming together based around the Murray
Basin or all of regional Victoria or indeed a superstate comprising all of regional Victoria and all of
regional New South Wales, which would be a new economic powerhouse with miéor2
residents, woulgut an end to nonsense like closing down our timber industry to buy votes in the city.

The last thing | have to say about this motion is it notes the economic impact of @OMl@ould

like to clarify that the real economic damage has not come from BQ¥but from the government
response to COVIELS. Business closures were not a voluntary response to a dangerous virus but a
forced requirement by our own government. Regardless, it is true that timber workers and their related
communities have had a rdugear. Not only have they faced COVID restrictions, but they have had

to deal with the devastating bushfires over the summer. There has been no tourism boom to revive
these communities, and with a ban on hardwood timber harvesting in Victoria some abhes

will never recover. They will dry up and they will blow away. The Liberal Democrats support those
who support society. We are here to stand up for taxpayers and job creators, for hard workers. We

oppose this gover nme nhatdsoodtimtzemobgimVicdrie.st r oy sust ai na
Mr BARTON (Eastern Metropolitgn(17:59: | move:
That debate be adjourned until the next day of meeting.
Motion agreed toand debate adjourned until next day of meeting
SEXUAL ASSAULT DATA
Mr GRIMLEY (Westen Victorig) (17:57: | move:
That this house:
(1) notes that:

(&) the 2016 personal safety survey recorded that only oneworh@n who had experienced a form
of sexual assault by a male contacted the police to report the offending;

(b) the expdences of victims and survivors are not often considered when proposing reforms to
Victoria's |l egal system;

(c) the underreporting of sexual offending and sexual assault cases is not the result of any individual
cause;

(d) some victims withdraw sexual ade charges due to the lack of support or belief in the reporting
process and feeling pressure from the offender or family in the process;

(e) as the gatekeepers to the pursuit of legal action in a sexual assault, training of sexual offences and
child abug investigation team officers, which considers the complex relationships and trauma
experienced by the victim, is fundamental to providing positive outcomes for victims, therefore
combatting rates of attrition and nogporting;

() it is impossible to detmine responses to undeporting without the centralised recording of
reasons for the withdrawal of sexual assault cases;

(2) calls on the Andrews government to:
(@ create a centralised and publicly mswhen abl e databas

pursuing sexual offending charges; and
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(b) undertake authoritative investigation into the specific causes of low rates of reporting and high rates
of attrition at each stage of progress through the legal system and consequent reform
recommendatias.

You do not know what you cannot find, and that is the principle that underpins my motion in this

house today. How can you change something or attempt to change something if you do not know the

problems that warrant the change? In context, it is eabémit we know the reasons why sexual

assault cases are being withdrawn, not pursued an
rates of reporting and high rates of attrition.

As many of you know, | worked for a few years in Victoria Policg fam some years in the sexual

offences and child abuse investigation teams, otherwise known as SOCIT. It is one of the reasons |
joined Derryn Hinch's Justice Party and the reaso
To give you a littlebit of information about current practice in Victoria Police, the current primary

mainframe system used by VicPol is called the law enforcement assistance program, or LEAP. A

secondary intelligence database used alongside LEAP is known as Interpose/sigotis $iold

narratives behind complaints and the details of the offences recorded. Itis in LEAP and Interpose that

police input data that reflect the status of investigations, and they allow for the court results to be

inputted as well once they are doBenerally speaking, LEAP has the following reasons as generic
responses as to why charges or investigations ar
wi t hdrawn’ and Thesédodesedpoge crifical gapsanshe leeeping of petioeds

and the recording of data. Essentially the systems currently utilised by VicPol do not keep accurate

records of why any investigations do not lead to an arrest or other formal action. This is particularly

concerning in relation to the offencessekual assault. | actually queried whether LEAP codes could

be adapted to incorporate more situations or reasons, but the advice | received from the Chief

Commi ssioner of Police’s office was that this cou

One ofthe main issues that underpin the discussion today is the low rate of sexual assault reporting by
victims. This should not be a revelation to anyone this place, yet it remains a real gr\sirey

problem. If victims of crime, especially sexual crima® not coming forward, how are we going to
rehabilitate or address this behaviour? This is most important for recidivist offenders, who without
proper treatment will continue to offend. Not the least, sexual assaults also have a devastating effect
on suwivors and their families. This problem of ungeporting obviously builds on a big problem

we have in Victoria and Australia more broadly regarding the perceptions of sexual crimes, including

that these are taboo to talk about and, more disturbingty, thai ct i ms ‘asked for it’,
as victim blaming. When a sexual assault is reported in the media, we hear at times some people say,

‘“Well, they shouldn’'t have been walking there at
wearingel yYdheararcomments such as, ‘Why did that

comments almost always turn to victim blaming rather than focusing on the offender who commits
the crime in the very first place.

An example of why attitudes need to change cdme& to a horrible sexual assault in Geelong. It

was 2015. A young girl, who in the media report was known as Amy, wasaaed) by three adult

men in a park. Sever al reforms came about as a
community outrag, but no convictions were laiebut | will get to that later on. | just wanted to touch

on the limited progress in community attitudes towards women, especially young women, in sexual

assault and rape charges. After the allegations became public, tleeadethich | assume many of

you know in this place, a Geelong police officer went on ABC radio to answer questions from the
community. The first question, bewilderingly, was
doi ng out t h &heefficer rightly te@ied ornradio th&t the first question should be:

what were three adult men doing allegedly raping a young girl? This is still a dangerous community
attitude that needs to change. Amyerswouldber ent s sai
brutalised in the witness stand, which is one reason why many rape reports do not reach court, let alone

our police stations here in Victoria.
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There have been reforms to make the court process more approachable by successive state
governments er the past decade, including the Criminal Procedur@@@Q, which restricted the
crossexamination of witnesses, including victims at committal hearings; the Justice Legislation
Miscellaneous Amendment BR018, which followed the 2015 Victorian Laveferm Commission

report titledThe Role of Victims of Crime in the Criminal Trial Progeglkere among other things,
restrictions were introduced for the cr@ssamination of intellectually disabled witnesses and child
witnesses; and the Labor stagevernment agreeing to adopt the recommendations dRalyel
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abnsethe Royal Commission into

Family Violence as well. More broadly the introduction of witness screens, support dogs, visual audio
recorded evidence statements and intermediaries for children has showed great progress in this space.
But | reiterate that this does not mean that things are perfect, and having the knowledge as to why
cases are not reported in higher numbers and why cdles do not make it to court is incredibly
important if we are to address the continuing rise of sexual offending.

In this case | have mentioned, at the request of Amy and through close consultation with the Office of

Public Prosecutions (OPP), her pasedecided not to pursue the charges, because of the trauma

associated with crossxamination by three defence barristers and the likelihood of a very minor

sentence being preferred and, if not, the possibility of acquittal. Back to my point about thendtgmm

outrage, there were no convictions. This was a decision by the victim and one that should be respected;

however, this case is not isolated, and this motion affirms a belief that these-agaies without

taking away a victigm'ds pam@rey miatt ywsshoddihavé thee a hbhé mq:
speci fic reasons for attrition reported, not j usH
Amy’' s mother said this, and | quote:

When Amy researched the conviction rates for rape cases she tcheligve they were so low and that the
prosecution of sexual assaults was so difficult. She was appalled thameiniyLO reported rape cases got a
conviction.

This makes you wonder if there are cases that are withdrawn because the victim tlén&senr
informed by police or their | awyers, that the rat
this is what she said about this motion, and | quote:

| am contacted by many victims and mothers of victims some with more horrific circumstamaesy A my ' s
and they don’'t report becaus e-vidimisedss hhinkteeproblemm so di ffi cul
is so much larger than the statistics indicate.

Nothing major will occur to change behaviours unless there is data which exposegrifieda of the issue
in the same way it did for victims of family violence.

An ABC Investigations piece published online in January this year, which many of you have read and
which | have circulated prior to this in an emalil, stated that:

In Victoria, conplaints withdrawn soared to one in four in 2018.

But without context, how do we know what this means? In the same story Don Weatherburn, a
professor at the University of New South Wales, is quoted as saying, and | quote:

That' s obviousliy @oprckel dmnbec&keee track of why reports
|l egal action, there's |little anyone can do to i mprove t

Karen Willis, executive director of Rape and Domestic Violence Services Australimtesicps
saying regarding police reporting data that, and
that it should be more than just that.

But this is not a blame game. | am grateful to have met with the new chief commissioner recently,
over Zoom of course. In this meeting the general reason for not pursuing the database was that LEAP
and Interpose do not support such changes in data input, which may further complicate the extraction
of data.Whilst this might be the case, | think thisaigeason to pursue changes to Victoria Police
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databases, data from which is reported to the public in annual reports either by Victoria Police or by
the Victorian Crime Statistics Agency.

A problem we seem to be currently having in this space is perf@psrtmunication between our
regular police on the beat, senior VicPol personnel who sign off on cases to pursue or ultimately not
to pursue and the Office of Public Prosecutions. In my experience and from the feedback | have had
from stakeholders, there @®ntinuous decisiemaking between the two latter groups about which
cases should or should not make it to court, as you would expect, but it is not unusual for the informant
not to be advised of these discussions. However, there is frustration tleastihwesrare not public and
therefore not scrutinised.

| concede that there is the option of victims of crime submitting complaints to the Ombudsman, where
the public can lodge complaints about decisions taken by government departments or agencies.
However,how does an ordinary person know if their case should or should not have been tested in
court? A problem | see is that when an investigation is not resolved in court it is the end of the story,
and there is no public knowledge or awareness of why thesersnatre ultimately not pursued or
successfully prosecuted. This data is simply not being collected.

On this matter | have to pay an enormous amount of respect and thanks to Patrick Tidmarsh, a
criminologist and subject matter expert in this field. Pais@n industry expert on sexual offending

and the investigation of sexual crimes, and his views were the catalyst for this motion before you
today. Patrick said, and | quote:

SOCIT would probably authorise a significant percentage more of cases thenaheyy f t hey di dn’'t have
seconeguess what they think the OPP will do.

This demonstrates that there are instances where senior uniformed members probably do not send a
file to the OPP because they think ti tpuwislule btehisser
so the evidence therefore is never tested.

The idea of a database to contextualise attrition has been called for or suggested since 2006 in New
South Wales, where the Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research reported the need to hrave furthe
context or explanation around reasons for withdrawal. | quote:

In cases that are cleared without any charges being laid, police commonly include a notation on their system
such asarrest not desirecbr no formal actionin relation to the suspected offemd These descriptors,
however, provide no insight into why the offence was cleared but criminal proceedings not commenced.

The report identified a number of key questions in this space. In particular:
What are the precise reasons why police and prosecigerot commence criminal proceedings?

This data is key as it is essential to understand the reasons underlying the closure of an incident without
the initiation of criminal proceedings. The findings of the report go on to say that:

Thiscould be achievdsy... t racki ng cases from the reporting of the in
the precise reasons for the decisions made at various-stages

and by routinely recording this data on their Jemforcement databases. Put simply, in order to
improve he reasons for high attrition we need to understand the reasons for attrition at all stages of
the criminal process.

It is really important to note that reporting of sexual assault has gone up significantly in the past decade
or so, and | am certainly noying to hide from that fact. In the 2012 calendar year the number of
sexual assaults reported was just under 9000, and in the 2016 calendar year, it was jusb0fder 30
according to the Crime Statistics Agency. This trend is extrapolated to andlic&edeas a result of

the royal commission, changing community attitudes towards assault and modern campaigns such as
#MeToo. But attrition rates are still over §ér cent, and that is the problem. The reference in this
motion to low rates of reportinglatles to the fact that the data out there suggests that almost nine out
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of every 10aggravated sexual assault incident in the lasged@s did not result in contact with the
police according to the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare.

On this note, mentioning how much sexual assault reporting has increased by way of real numbers it
would be remiss of me, especially as a forsetual offences and child abuse investigation team
detective, to stand here and not advocate for more fundohdraining for SOCIT officers. Their
specialist training, their ability to deal compassionately with survivors of sexual assault and their
investigation skills are to be commended, but they are only human and can only handle a certain
workload—and | can srely attest to that. | absolutely implore the government, as a sidenote, to
consider this.

| also want to place on the record that | recognise that not all complaints withdrawn are necessarily a
bad thing. With some modern approaches to mending reldfisred restorative justice practices

we may see victims withdraw complaints under mutual agreement with the accused, and | do not see
this as a bad thing at all. But again | come back to the point that by having data collected with this
information we camead into these statistics and narratives more, which is the important point. Again,
this is all about information sharing and gathering rather than punishing people or, in this instance,
vilifying someone for getting back with their partner.

One of theihal things | will say is that we can always be assured that, where there is publicity of
something, scrutiny is able to follow. So, if this motion is supported, | hope it puts some onus on the
government bodies and parties involved to, firstly, increbselgvel of information used when
recording and reporting on sexual assault crimes and, secondly, carefully consider ways to reduce
Victoria's high attrition rates.

Lastly, | did not stand up here today with a bill or a specific model about who shoutdwapt

when and how often, because the truth is | do not have access to all the information that | would need
to make those decisions. That is why | am actively seeking to work with the government on this, to
recognise that there is still massive undgorting of sexual assault and high attrition rates.

Part(2) of this motion asks the government to create this database after investigating and reporting on
the causes of undegporting and high attrition rates, and | hope we can work together onhisiss T

also with the caveat that identifying factors are not to be published in that instance. | also note that
there has been an amendment circulated bPMrDono hu e . I do not thin
circulated in the chamber but via the emails tihatvie had a look at. | have certainly had a look at the
amendment, which we are not totally averse to, but | can talk on that later if | have time.

In summing up | encourage the support of this chamber so that we as deek&as can be better
equipped wh the knowledge to make appropriate reforms to our system with regard to the experiences
of sexual abuse survivors, because at the end of the day you do not know what you cannot find and
once we have this information in front of us we can make bettesiatezi It is about the protection

and support of victims of sexual offences. | look forward to hearing the other contributions in this
place on this matter, and | commend this motion to the house.

Mr MELHEM (Western Metropolitan (18:14: | also rise to speak on the motion from
Mr Grimley. | would like to thank MGrimley for this motion, because these are important issues. We
take these matters very seriously, and | think these matters ought to be considered by the Parliament.
Supporting victim$ias been a number one priority issue for the Andrews Labor government since we
came to office, and I think the past six years speak for themselves in relation to the various inquiries
and royal commissions, investments and actions of the governmentihachslly addressed these
issues. There is no doubt that has gone a long way to improving how we deal with these matters, but
there is always more work to do; there is no question about that.

The Andrews government has shown, as | said earlier, that fomugh the introduction of a range
of reforms to improve the experiences of vieorvivors in the criminal justice system and ensure
that their views and experiences are at the centre of policy reform and design. As | said earlier as well,
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we recognie that more needs to be done to remove entrenched barriers to the reporting of sexual
assault and improve data collection, evidence and insights to ensure better reporting outcomes.

As members may be aware, in March 2020 the Attetheryeral asked the Varian Law Reform
Commi ssion to inquire into and report on Victoria
adult and child sexual offences. | think that is very important, and | believe that is w@ainhiery

was calling for as well in pa¢) of the motior—to basically look at specific cases, reporting and the

low rates and to talk about an available database and so forth. So that is why it is important to note
what the AttorneyGeneral has done in asking the law reform commission tarkmknatters raised

by Mr Grimley in his contribution and his motion. This review will be an opportunity to embed and
build upon previous reforms, identify the barriers to reporting and resulting sexual offences and make
recommendations to improve the jostsystem responses. The terms of reference of the inquiry
specifically ask the VLRC to inquire into the matters raised bhtnley, and | think it is very
important to outline wfront that work has already commenced on this very issue. We are expectin
that report to be completed, | believe, sometime nextyketrink from memory somewhere around

July 2021.

Because that work has been done and because of the comprehensive nature of the VLRC inquiry, the
government will not be supporting this motionitgse-empts so many of the referral points from that
process. | just want to emphasise on that point that not supporting this motion does not mean in any
way that we are not agreeing with rimley in relation to the issue he has raised. In fact we agree

and that is why we made the referral in March this year to the law reform commission to basically
make inquiries and start work on these matters. So adding another line of inquiry and starting another
process is just basically duplication and could umitez the process or actually gept what the

likely outcome will be. | think we all agree that probably the organisation that is best equipped to look
into these matters is the Victorian Law Reform Commission, so that is the reason why we are saying
there is no need for this motion and we are not supporting it. It is not that we do not agree with the
content or the matters that have been raised; it is simply that work has already commenced by the
government to address these issues.

The current VLRC termsf reference for improving the response of the justice system to sexual
offences have a strong focus on victim participation, which was mentioned earlier, and | note they
have produced a specific issues paper for survivors to gather their views arelrtstbties. The

VLRC have also provided a wddased option for survivors to provide their views on how to improve

the experiences of those who have experienced sexual assault. So work has already commenced, and
some of the responses were actually mentidryeMr Grimley earlier.

Also, the VLRC provide advice on opportunities to further improve sexual offence laws. The VLRC
has specifically been asked to inquire into and report on the issues that the member for Western
Victoria has raised, including datadamends around the reporting of sexual offences, investigations,
prosecutions and conviction rates across Victoria and any opportunities to improve data collection and
reporting practices. Also it will look at actual or perceived barriers which conttibate lower
reporting of sexual offences and the high attrition throughout the formal legal process of those who do
report, including reasons why victisurvivors of sexual offences may choose not to report the event

to police or pursue a formal complain

| think there are a number of matters Ghimley was talking about, and they will be addressed as part

of that review: reasons any complaints that are reported do not progress to charges; reasons why
charges do not proceed to trial and reasons why c@ng may be difficult to achieve; whether

Australian or international best practice suggests an opportunity to address these real or perceived
barriers, including through consideration of alternative mechanisms or processes to receive and resolve
sexualoffence complaints that are consistent with viesim r vi vor s’ interests and
justice; and also, on the process and procedure for reporting, investigating and prosecuting sexual
offences, whether there are alternative models which will ingptioe resolution of sexual offences

for victim-survivors. We have also asked the VLRC to recommend any changes which could further
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reduce the trauma experienced by complainants and witnesses and improve the ability of the justice
system to respond to setwffences.

As you can see from the terms of reference and some of the areas the law reform commission is
working on, they are precisely the issues that this resolution tries to deal with. Therefore we say that
the work has already started and therealiyr@o need for the resolution. But again, | am grateful that

Mr Grimley has raised that in Parliament. | think it is a good opportunity for members of this house to
basically speak on these matters and raise awareness, but also it is importantabthetétidrews

Labor government have already taken action in relation to these points raised in the resolution.

| have also been advised that the Victorian Law Reform Commission has recently published eight
short issue papers and is seeking submissiomsdriyone with experience and interest in this area,
including people whose work involves responding to sexual harm, people working in the justice
system and family violence, child protection workers, counsellors, academics and researchers. The
Victorian Lav Reform Commission has also published a paper specifically seeking feedback from
people who have experienced sexual assault or know someone who has.

Now, as | mentioned earlier, | did get the date wrong, but the law reform commission is looking at

publisting, or reporting to the Attorne@eneral, by 31 August 2024so | was out by one month. So

in August 2021 we should have the report, and following receipt of that report the AtBenesal

and the whole of government will consider that report and beinigoit acting on various
recommendations the report might entail. | think if you look at the track record of the Andrews Labor

government in relation to when we established the royal commission into family violence and various

inquiries, the Premier hasdaesteadfast in basically accepting recommendation after recommendation

and i mplementing these reports in full and not sa
funding is put aside, and every recommendation from various jurisdictions@ortsrover the last

six years has been implemented. So we expect that this will be no different.

| think Mr Grimley made some reference to some of the crime statistics. The Crime Statistics Agency
has previously conducted research on the topic which wasiped in 2017, which examined how

many sexual offences progressed through the criminal justice system from the list being recorded by
police through to being heard in court. The study builds on previous work in this area by linking
information about sesal offending incidents recorded by police directly to cases heard in court. The
research found that a third of the sexual offence incidents recorded by Victoria Police throughout 2009
and 2010 progressed to prosecution by pelig8.7per cent. Of those # were progressed, just over
two-thirds—69 per cent—were matched to a court case, indicating that the offences went on to be
heard in court. The study also looked at which offender, victim and case characteristics were
statistically related to whether ase progressed, and this included the type of offence, with indecent
assault cases more likely to progress than rape cases. Where the length of the police investigation was
more than two weeks, cases were also likely to progress through the system.

We do understand that there are entrenched barriers to véttimivors reporting sexual assault. That

has always been the cas®lwill be the case. The challenge for us is how we can actually eliminate

or reduce these barriers. We cannot eliminate them corgplietbink that is something we should
continue to strive ferto basically achieve an outcome. While my preference would be to achieve
elimination of any barrier for victirsurvivors who are reporting sexual assaditat would be a great
outcome—at leastf we cannot achieve the 1@@r cent, we should continually work to make sure we
reduce these barriers, becaus®ne should be subjected to any sexual assault in this state. But if that
occurs, | think these perpetrators should be held to accountdaimisw-or survivors—should be
supported in whatever ways and means to make sure there is redress and we can address that. | think
that is going to be ongoing work. But make no mistake about the commitment by the Andrews Labor
government in that space to madure we support survivors who have experienced or been subject to
sexual assault. Our record speaks for itself, and we will continue working. | want to congratulate
Derryn Hinch's Justice Party. | knowtThatisr view on
something we will work with you on to make sure we achieve some great outcomes.
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| just go back to the point | made earlier by saying that we are not voting for the motion not because
we do not agree with the issues you have raised; we arellpasgang that we are working on these
issues. We want to work with you, and | think the offer would have been made by the Attorney
General to basically work with you as part of the current review which is being conducted by the
Victorian Law Reform Comrssion in that space. | am sure the offer has been made. If it has not been
made, | am sure it is about to be made. | am sure the AttGeegral would be more than happy to

do that, to work with you, because | think it is an issue we all agree on. 8dstgeing to be a fair

bit of consultation on the forms as we are working through the process and also obviously looking at
how we can reform the legal system.

In recent years the Andrews Labor government have implemented a number of mechanisms to ensure
that voices of victims and survivors are key to shaping the reform of the system. | will just briefly go
through a number of them. In February 2016uieéims of Crime Commissioner A@015came into

effect. It created the statutory office of the victmhsrime commissioner and legislatively established

the Victims of Crime Consultative Committee. The legislation gives the role of victims greater
prominence and provides a means of identifying and addressing systemic issues. Also the Victims of
Crime Consltative Committee brings together victim representatives, the victims of crime
commissioner, Victoria Police, the Office of Public Prosecutions, the judiciary, the Adult Parole Board
of Victoria and victims of crime services and agencies. It provideseattvihe Attorneyseneral on

policies, practices and service delivery and on any other matter that the AGamnesal refers to it.

The committee also promotes the interests of victims of crime in the administration of the justice
system. So | think thds very significant work that is done by the Victims of Crime Consultative
Committee, and | want to commend them on the work that they have been doing for a number of years.

The victim representatives on the committee are also often consulted direbiyjbstice agencies

and during law reform processes, including by the AttofBeyn er al ' s depart ment and
Law Reform Commission, and they play a key role in bringing the voices of sgativivors to the

heart of policy and lawmaking. | thinkat is something that we probably should do more of. That is

a live example of something that the government has established, in 2016, and that committee is
working reasonably wellA comprehensive independent review of the victim services system was

reently undertaken, which also included consultation with the victim representatives on the
committee. It also was informed by accounts from victims of crime themselves through interviews

with adult victims of a range of crime types.

We also note that at tiead of last year the Department of Justice and Community Safety established

a new stakeholder engagement unit to provide expert advice and develop and facilitate best practice
engagement with people with lived experience, including victims of crime atichwviof sexual

assault. This includes people with a disability and people from culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds. This is in addition to a longstanding engagement with the Aboriginal Justice Forum and
Aboriginal Justice Caucus. So thatpiart of this. To make it easier for victims to participate in
consultations on justice reform the Department of Justice and Community Safety is developing an
approach of remunerating victims, and this will include working across all portfolios to ensure
consistency. So all voices of people personally impacted must be heard in the justice reform system,
and we need to have genuine engagement with véetimivors and law reform. It is necessarily valued.

| think that just gives you an idea about deenmitment that this government has had in relation to

this issue, the work that has been undertaken already and implemented and the work that is currently
underway by the Victorian Law Reform Commission. That is just to mention some of it, so that is not
including all the work that is being derehe list goes on.

Can | just say in my concluding remarks that we accept that there is more work to be done. Particularly
in relation to the withdrawal of charges, | think there is enough support for there tarbelpoe an
assurance that we invest in victim services to support child withesses and also in the intermediary
program for people with a communication disability. Also we need to give support to the Victoria
Police sexual offences and child abuse ingatsbn teams. They are of fundamental importance to
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providing positive outcomes for survivors. | think it is important that we provide the necessary support,
whether it is in human resources, in expertisaaking sure we have got the right experts in
financial support to make sure they are fully funded.

I will just mentRolingHarimdpholding the Right:iViatori RPoli@rategy’ s

for Family ViolenceSexual Offences and Child Abuse 2@23markeda significant stage of the
Victoria Police reform agenda, building on previous work to combat violence against women and
children, who are the predominant victims of these crimes. That takes an integrated approach to
responding to family violence, sexual offences and child abusedgniéon of the links between

these crime themes and the cumulative harm theiccorrence causes.

| think it is important that we note all the work that has been done in the last six years and also allow
the process which is being led by the VictorimwiReform Commission, to give it a bit of a chance,

to basically carry out the task that was given to it by the Atte@eeral. | am sure they will do a

great job. I look forward to them handing down their report to the Atte@exeral by August 2021,

and | am sure the government and the Attor@epneral will respond accordingly to make sure further
improvements to the system can be made. To me that basically meets the intent of the motion.
Basically the point | am making is we have already started dpihig already happening, so there is

no need for the motion. We are already acting on that and also taking into account all the work we
have been doing over the last six years. So with those words | will leave my contribution there.

Mr  O6 D ON (BEaderk Victorig (18:36: | am pleased to join the debate on®Ir i ml ey’ s
motion and congratulate MBrimley for bringing in this motion and his -tine-beat understanding of
these issues. Before addressing®tri ml ey’ s mot i on ubpledfthisgs aboubnt t o s
MrMel hem’'s coMelrhdbmti®ni.t é&Md t he government’' s talki
in justice. He talked about a new unit to engage with victims, how the government implements all
inquiry reports and how the Victoriaralv Reform Commission (VLRC) is doing workcettera. |
respect that i s the gov eMehenehadtd say, butiifthiwneaond | r e s p e
he was talking about was doing its job in engaging with victims of crime, we would not have had the
debate we had yesterday and we would not have had the bill that has just passed the Assembly.

The proposition that the government implements recommendations of reports is simply untrue. The

review of the Open Courts A2013, for example, by the HonouraBlank Vincent, AO, QC, former

Supreme Court judge and former judge of the Court of Appeal, completed in 2017, still has many,

many recommendations that are yet to be brought to this place. | asked Minister Tierney in a previous

committee stage of a bill vne the balance is of the Open Courts Act review recommendations for

open justice to improve transparency of our justice system. The committee was told they will be

brought forward in due course. Well, the report was completed in 2017. Frank Vincensgapert

to the government three years ago, and still we have not seen the second tranche that has been
foreshadowed for a long, long time. | know the Attor@sneral has had other issues to manage, but

the propositions MMelhem puts forward fromthe pear t ment of Justice and Con
tal king points simply do not ring true, particul a

| alsotake upthe point MrMelhem raised, even if it was accurate, when discussing the law reform
commission inquiry, which isvelcome. | look forward to that report being completed and its
recommendations as well, because that is the foundation of future public policy changes. But what
Mr Grimley is proposing and what the VLRC is examining, to me, are different thingxiley s
proposal is a very specific issue but a very important issue about why very few women who experience
sexual assault actually end up making a complaint and, of those who do make a complaint, fewer end
up having charges pressed. Now, as@vimley corredy said, there are a range of reasons for that

and we should not necessarily secgndss them. We actually do not know the answers to that as
well. In the datasets there is a hole. The LEAP system is old, and it has been built upon over time to
save rebuiling the system from scratch, in a similar way to the VicRoads system being added onto
and added onto and being based on a very old system that let us hope does not fall over one day.
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Across government there are many data systems like that, because we have had so many disasters

when it comes to rebuilding IT systems for government. It was actually one of the things that resonated

with the Brumby government and it was one of the fadtdisat pl ayed i n the public’
competency. Thatis digressing, butitgoest@&Mri ml ey’ s point about data. Th
we do not know about why those women who do experience sexual assault do not actually proceed to

make a complat and, of those that do make a complaint, why so few end up with charges being laid.

We can speculate and hypothesise as to the reasons for that, but if we actually had better datasets,

better data systemsmore granular data, to adopt the lirgare wouldhave better answers to that.

So this is a really important issue, and the issue of sexual offending is an important issue as well. We
have seen over time governments and the Parliament try to protect the community by establishing new
schemes to deal wittecidivist sex offenders to protect the community, whether that is the sex
offenders register that is in plae@and reporting on the sex offenders registry is mandatory in certain
circumstances-maintained by Victoria Police, or whether it is at the mostreeaad serious end of

sexual offending, for recidivist offenders, and that is the establishment of-septesice scheme,

which has now been in place in Victoria for some time. It is a significant step to establish a post
sentence scheme to detain pedplie. effect goes against the notions of justice and the bases of our
justice system, but some offenders are such a serious risk that that is a public policy choice
governments have made, which | am sure would be supported by members in this plade\&o we

had the establishment of Corella Place and other facilities to try and manage the most serious sex
offenders that inflict so much harm on the community. Better data and a better understanding of the
offending would help us understand the behaviote@#livist offenders even where charges may not

be laid, to understand the behaviour and what recidivist offenders do. And much sex offending is done
by recidivist offenders.

So the general notion that Mrimley is putting forward in his motion based be tesearch he has

done and based on his own personal experiences as a police officesarugleoffences and child

abuse investigation teanthink is worthy of support and is something which actually is addressing a
real issue. We often hear governinand big companies talk about how data empowers decision
making. This is an example perhaps where better data could empower much betterrda&isign

and a much better understanding of this type of offending that causes so much harm in the community,
sol am surprised the government is going to oppose it.

I have made some notes while listening to®fimley: DNA testing, proliferation of CCTV and some
cultural change that has enabled or encouraged or led to a greater propensity to make a complaint.
Mr Grimley referenced the royal commission, and we know there was a significant spike in reporting
some of that historical sex offending. So there are obviously other issues besides data analysis to
address the point Merimley is making about removing barriensd cultural issues and the like, and

they are all important issues that should be considered as part of this debate.

| have an amendment that | wish to move, and | do solmoave:

Omit paragraph (2)(a) and insert the following in its place:

* ( &adkthe Victorian Crime Statistics Agency with providing further publicly available information,
based on the COVH29 family violence data portal, on sexual assault offending throughout
Victoria, including details of undeeporting, investigation outcomespport agency engagement
and options for victim reports; and’

The substance of my amendment goes to the second part@f Mrml ey’ s moti on, whi
paragraplf2)(a) calls on the Andrews government to:

create a centralisedfamdcpumml sckyxypavaiehakekeaddt abmpéa
sexual offending charges

My amendment basically accepts that notion thaG¥imley is putting forward but says that that task
should be given to the Victorian Crime Statistics Agency to provideefughblicly available
information based on the COWVID® family violence data portal on sexual assault offending
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throughout Victoria, including details of une®porting, investigation outcomes, support agency
engagement and options for victims reports.

The Crime Statistics Agency since it was established by the previous coalition government has been
building capacity and building its ability to report crime trends and the causes of crime, and over time
it is building that capacity. M&rimley mentioned BOSAR, the Bureau of Crime Statistics and
Research in New South Wales. Together with my adviser, the very hardworking Glenn Corey, | went
up to BOCSAR during the last Parliament, met with them and learned more about what they are doing.
| think they are moradvanced in their reporting and analysis of data. They have that at BOCSAR,
and it is something which the Crime Statistics Agency | know works with them on and is learning
from them about. | encourage that to continue, because | think there are stithimgsthat BOCSAR

reports and analyses and does that the Crime Statistics Agency could do, and | think this worthy motion
that MrGrimley is suggesting could be done by the Crime Statistics Agency.

| am conscious that there are many people who waneakgmd MiGrimley | think wishes to move
another motion, so | simply say that the opposition thinks this is a sensible motion and we move the
amendment in the spirit that we believe it builds on whaBkimley is seeking to achieve.

Mr LIMBRICK  (South Eastern Metropolitan(18:47: | rise to speak on M&Gr i ml ey’ s moti on
regarding sexual assault reporting data. Yesterday we had an important debate on legislation relating
to the rights of victims and survivors of sexual assault. While there sigsificant disagreement on
one aspect of the legislation, all members were united in their support for the rights of people who
have experienced these crimes. Respecting the rights of the individual is at the core of my personal
moral philosophy, but itlso underpins the political philosophy of the Liberal Democrats. Violence is
the most egregious violation of personal liberty, and sexual violence is one of the most abhorrent
expressions of this. It is also very well known that it is also a form of eelhere the perpetrators
are frequently not held accountable for their actions.

As Mr Grimley rightly points out, the reasons for this are varied and complex. Not all victims and
survivors want to come forward. Even for those who do wish to hold thpietpeiors accountable,

the process itself can be incredibly challenging. At a time when people may be experiencing significant
trauma and distress, the structure of our legal system and the way they are supported can create
barriers. A simple word that [gerceived as dismissive could be enough to dissuade someone from
reporting to legal authorities.

In recent years we have seen many campaigns attempt to remove some of the kinds of stigma that
might make people feel like they will not be listened to orebeli. It does not matter what you are
wearing; you should not be subjected to violence. It does not matter if you were drunk; you should not
be subjected to violence. | have no doubt that there have been improvements within our legal and
social support sysms to support victims and survivors of abhorrent sexual violence. Are they the best
that they could be though? Of course not.

Yesterday's debate on the Justice Legislation Ami
Bill 2020 was the result of pogprdrafted legislation that we debated last year. The failure of the Open

Courts Act2013 to support victims caused significant distress in the community. This fact and the
nature of yesterday’'s debate and t pomt(lih@ndment s t
MrGri mley’s motion particularly pertinent:

the experiences of victims and survivors are not often
system...

While | do not doubt the intent of the government to adequately consulthsitfarnilies of the

deceased victims of these crimes, the failure to do so before bringing forward legislation has once

again caused distress. Br i ml ey’ s motion notes the significan:
offences and child abuse investigaticantein providing positive outcomes for victims, a unit which

Mr Grimley himself has worked in. Given his candour and integrity in this place, | have no doubt that



MOTIONS
3926 Legislative Council Wednesday, 11 November 2020

he was a valued member of this team. The collaboration between the SOCIT and our cergtes again
sexual assault is an important one, linking counsellor advocates with specialised investigation teams
to provide both support and justice. | would like to take a moment to acknowledge the work of staff at
the various CASA services around Victoria, wiawda had a very difficult job during the pandemic.

Staff have been continuing their important work while adapting to significant change at a time when
their service users have experienced significant distress.

Data is important for researchers to undersghandto further improve responses, and while improving

the law enforcement assistance program database,@arey has proposed, would be important,

| do have some concerns if this is the only data source. Of the many reasons that people might not
procead with a complaint or legal action one might be the actions of SOCIT officers themselves. This
does not necessarily mean that they have acted inappropriately, but highly vulnerable people can be
sensitive to a sentence that might otherwise be seengasfinant. However, the second point, calling

for an investigation into the specific barriers and causes that lead to victims and survivors not reporting
or not proceeding with legal action, is a very sensible one. Violent criminals should be held
accounthle for their actions, and victims and survivors of these crimes should have our support. The
Liberal Democrats are happy to support this motion.

Ms PATTEN (Northern Metropolitan(18:51): | rise briefly to speaktoM&r i ml ey’ s mot i on.
think it is interesting having this motion coming off the back of the debate that we held yesterday,
which really talked about the very pointy end of
reduce sex crimes? Well , wvleangedcotpe. [keow Brireleyc o mmi t t i n
mentioned this in his introductory remarks to this motion, and it is true. Like many people in this room,
| have experienced sexual assault and | did not report it. | have written about it, | have talked about it
and | hae been public about it, but | did not go to the police. As a young woman, | felt that shame; |
felt all of those things. So | understand that we do have these cultural issues around this and that we
do see undereporting, and even when someone repotteite is the difficulty of that going forward.
Attitudes do need to change, and as@fimley said, listening to that police officer on that radio
station, someone’'s first question was, ‘What was
thosepepl e raping a young woman?’' . That is the quest
that was the same question for me, although | know | questioned whether | could have done something
to change those circumstances. So | agree that this needs t.chang

My concern with this and the reason that | am troubled by-thisannot actually support this

motion—is that | feel that what we are seeing here is a back door, a Hajs@ to a national public

register for sex offenders. Now, | look forward to hegaMr Grimley assure me that this is not what

he is saying, and like him | am passionate about reducing sex offending. But even sddimchMr

on social media, when we talk about things like sex offender information inquiridd,i Mrc h ' s
responsetothats, ‘' That's why we need a public register’
in public registers. This is a difference of opinion; | appreciate lthégo believe that there is very

good empirical data that says that public registers de&dote offendingutin fact increase it. They

increase recidivism; they actually make things more dangerous for us. | really feel that in the way that

this is mentioned-and | appreciate MO’ Donohue’'s amendments to this
Mr Grimley did kt us know that while this information would be centralised and publicly available it

would be made anonymous, and | acceptthis is a Trojan Horse and it is a thinly veiled access

to a public sex offender register, which is something that | actusdbignatelypassionately oppose.

| want things to change and | want things to change in so many-~maygust forme but for my

nieces, for my daughters, for my granddaughters. | want our culture to change. | do not want those
guestions ofoi‘nwh atth ewaes? 's,he’ Wlhy was slemlmgtieher e?’ | ‘
queston The question is: ‘“Why did that person do it ?
asking. That is the question, and that is what we need to be changing.

| take some awmfort that we are seeing that the Victorian Law Reform Commission (VLRC) is
investigating this, is doing this work and will be looking at the impacts of the changes that we have
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made to legislation. And frankly the changes that we have made have noedih@statistics, have

not improved where we are at and have not improved the number of women and men who will come
forward and report a sexual assault and who, once they report it, will continue to pursue that sexual
assault. So I have a lot of sympaitith this motion. As | say, | am really pleased to see the law reform
commissiohs work on this. | feel that the work that the law reform commission will be doing on this
will actually meet some of the calls that this motion asks-that we look at why iis not working,

why our system does not work for the victims of sexual assault.

It was a conversation that we all had passionately and respectfully, which was very pleasiag to see
for the most part respectfullyyesterday around the victims. Yesterday alasut letting them speak;
today we are discussirgf we were to take this on its face valdbow we learn more. | think this is
what the Victorian Law Reform Commission will do. It will do the work that®fiimley is asking

for the government to do.

Finally, | also say that havefoundwith the inquiries that | have been involved-#hether it was

the endof-life choices inquiry or whether it was reducing the age of driving-tetht the data that

we have, the crime stats that we have, are inadequateo W Have the data. Every time we go to

the police to ask for data it is just not there. | certainly think that there is awigisdata collection.

| certainly think that we have not got that right, and we need to do that. | look at the termenteefer

for the VLRC' s inquiry into improving the respon:
that that is actually part of their terms of reference. So unfortunately | cannot support the motion today,

but I hope that | live to the day that s#fending is rare and reported 106 cent.

Business interrupted pursuant toorder of Council of 10 November

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resourged 8:59: | move, by leave:

An extension to the sitting to accommodate the remainder @Mi ml ey’ s moti on, which coul d
27 minutes and 26econds.

Motion agreed to.

Ms TERPSTRA (Eastern Metropolitgn(19:00: | rise to make a coribiution on the motion
movedby Mr Grimley. | have had the benefit of listening to the contributions in the chamber today,
and | think it is pretty safe to say that all of us in the chamber want to see better outcomes for victim
survivors—all of us would lke to see sexual assaults and abuse cease. But as everybody has
commented and MBatten has put just now, often the reasons behind sexual offending and sexual
assault can be complex and there is no one particular mould of offender or type of persaanThere
be differences, there can be nuances, and | think if we had the answer already as to how we could stop
sexual offending, | am sure it would have happened by now. But it is complex. All of the contributions
that have been made today make one thing:.cleart i s never the victim s fau
an evening walk or goes to visit friends and deserves to be assaulted. Quite often these crimes are
opportunistic crimes-sometimes they are planned, sometimes they are not.

’

As | said, MrGr i ml e ign isswellnmbentioned, but what | find particularly troubling about this

motion personally is that ite(2)(a) talks about creating a centralised and publicly available database

for victims’' experiences and c oanptisdifficaltttosalkwhen pur s
about something that is traumatic, and there will be a range of views amongssuitiivors about

that as well. Some people will find it very difficult to tell their story even once. Sometimes these

assaults that people arabgect to are extraordinarily traumatic. Sometimes people do not feel

supported enough to tell their stories no matter how many levels or layers of support there might be.

As we know, one of the reasons for people not wanting to report these or go thitbulga complaint

is that the stories have to be told time and time and time again, and that in and of itself is traumatic.

It speaks to a system, and we know there is a system where if you are subject to a sexual assault, you
need to report it. Theredsprocess you have to go throughvidence needs to be collected, you need
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to report it to the police. Then there is a court process if an offender is caught and charged, and it can
be a lengthy process. That is not to be critical of that process; it & juecess. Of course when
someone is subject to a sexual assault, they are entitled to a defence, and it is about defending
themselves against the weight of the state, who is saying there has been a serious offence. So that
person is entitled to defenkemselves in a court process, and oftentimes vtirvivors then find

that their own character is questioned as part of that.

So these are difficult matters, these are complex matters, and as | said, Mm| ey’ s mot i on
intentioned, but | am naure that what is being traversed here is necessarily going to achieve the end
result that is being sought here. | think that is the salient question we all need to ask. What is it
ultimately that we are trying to achieve? | think Mielhem very aptly wenthrough all of the
measures that the government is taking, and | do not want to repeat it for the sake of repeating it, but |
think there is very important work that the Victorian Law Reform Commission is doing, and it will be
reporting to the Attornegeneral by 31August 2021. The Crime Statistics Agency previously
conducted research on this topic in 2017, which examined how many sexual offences progress within
the criminal justice system from first being recorded by police through to being heardtjrandur

that is just what | was talking about. That study built on previous work in the area by linking
information about sexudaiffending incidents recorded by police directly to cases heard in court.

Itis just really difficult to talk about that. | do tiknow whether | could actually do it if | found myself

in the same situation. | would really have to question whether | would have the wherewithal to do it.

It is really, really difficult. | know one thing is that the government is working very harddgmise

the needs of victims and the rights of victims and to respect and honour how victims want to tell their
stories in regard to these matters. | am not sure that having a centralised publicly available database of
vi cti ms’ exper ismecessaslygaingtbachievenwghat bthink wesll ultimately want

to achieve, which is that sexual offending actually stops.

As | said, | think the work that is being traversed by the law reform commission is probably better
placed, because it also brirtogiether the relevant agencies that operate in this space. So of course
you have got the police, you have got the specialist sexual offending unit, you have got the Crime
Statistics Agency and you have got the Victims of Crime Consultative Committed, kvirigs
together the victims of crime commissioner, Victoria Police, the Office of Public Prosecutions, the
judiciary, the Adult Parole Board and victims of crime service agencies to provide advice to the
Attorney-General on policies, practices and sexwlelivery on these matters. The committee also
promotes the interests of victims of crime in the administration of the justice system.

Also, at the end of last year the Department of Justice and Community Safety established a new
stakeholder engagementituto provide expert advice and develop and facilitate best practice
engagement with people with lived experience, including victims of crime and victims of sexual
assault. | think also what was highlighted in the debate yesterday was that even amalygst fam
members of victirsurvivors of sexual assault or other violent crimes there will be a range of views.
There is a broad spectrum of views about people wanting to report or not wanting to report and how
they want their stories told, and | just think thikole matter needs to be dealt with with extreme
sensitivity, recognising that victims and victguarvivors need to be at the centre of that. The measures
that | have just talked about and outlined are designed to do that. They are designed to make sure th
those voices are front and centre of any of the reforms that are made.

We have implemented already a range of legislative antbgatative reforms in response to the law
reform commi ssion’s report, and termediariesarfthet hos e
court process; amending théctims' Charter Ac2006to recognise that a victim of crime has an
inherent interest in the response by the criminal justice system to that crime; requiring investigatory
agencies, prosecuting agenciesaridc t i ms’
victims as participants in proceedings, in particular the needs of victims in rural and regional locations;
requiring the Office of Public Prosecutions to take all reasonable stepside b/ victim of the
details of criminal proceedings, to seek a vi

services agencies to respe

r
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a prosecution or an appeal and to provide reasons for decisions to a victim when those decisions are

made; requiring the prosecutiagency to provide victims with information about the contents of a

victim impact statement that may be ruled inadmissible; setting up a complaints system for victims
relating to the investigatory agencygs;atidhe prosec
empowering the victims of crime commissioner to investigate complaints from victims. So there is

quite a significant range of actions that the government has taken in response to that.

| do note that the current Victorian Law Reform Commissioneatar includes a focus on examining

the reasons why victiraurvivors of sexual offences may choose not to report to police or pursue a

formal complaint, and | agree with what Matten said in her contribution as a victim herself of sexual

assault. She chesot to report that, and those reasons for her not reporting it are her own and should

not be questioned by anyoréer decisions are her own. They were her own then and they were as

valid then as they are now. It is not for anyone else to question.i§hesaying that | often use, which

is ‘“Walk a mile in my shoes’ You cannot stand in
person was thinking or feeling at the time. It is just for that person at that time. It is their choice; it is a

valid choice and should not be undermined.

The work of the Victorian Law Reform Commission report will provide us with important insights
into the kinds of factors impacting on the continued high attrition rate for sexual offences. The
government is aware ofat) that is why we are taking these actions. We want to try and find out where
we can improve things, as Mtelhem said earlier. We can always improve, and | think that is part of
it. Perhaps the answer on these things is that the work will never eiitalvays continue. It is an
ongoing piece of work to continually improve responses and to continually improve the way in which

these things are dealt with, and we want to ensu
confidence to disclose thaixperience of sexual assault in the first place. So those are the measures
we want to make surewecanimpreve vi cti m's confidence in the way

how they are supported through the system. As | said there is always more decacahwe will
welcome working with the member, NMBrimley, and the Victorian Law Reform Commission and
other justice partners, including Victoria Police, on how better reporting could be achieved. | will leave
my contribution there.

Dr BACH (EasternMetropolitar) (19:12: This motion before the house this evening is an
incredibly important one. | agree entirely with ®rimley that we have a huge problem in this state.
It is not a problem that is unique to this state. We see this probldragighs Australia and across so
many other countries, and that is shocking rates of uegerting of sexual assault and sexual
violence. | think it is apt that we as a house should consider it in good faith, and all members who have
spoken have spoken good faith regarding what is such an incredibly serious and important matter.
At the outset | want to say that | entirely support the thrust dEMri ml ey’ s moti on, and
deep and abiding concern regarding this issue and his colleagMeMell s deep and abi di
concern regarding this issue. | think @ Do n o h u e algedamemdmest,dand so | will be
supportingt. Nonetheless | do support the overwhelming thrust dBMri ml ey’ s mot i on.

| thought the comments made just now by spstravere interesting, and overwhelmingly | endorse

her comments. | have listened on a number of occasions Teldstra speak about vulnerable
Victorians from a place of significant experience and significant empathy. She talked just now about
the need to najuestion those Victorians, too many Victoriarsverwhelmingly Victorian women;

let us call it out, overwhelmingly Victorian womeswho have suffered through sexual assault and

who have not wanted for a whole range of complex reasons to report that, shatdgenot question

those people who make that decision, not to push things, not to report, not to push charges, not to go
through what I can only imagine is a dreadful and circuitous and traumatising process to seek justice.

| confess | have a slightlyifterent view. In a former life | had numerous conversations with,
especially, young women, overwhelmingly young women, who had been the victims of sexual
violence. | had a number of conversations with those young women about what it was they were going
todo with this information. So | agree entirely with Brimley that there are any number of reasens
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complex reasons, nuanced reaseméy it is that victims of sexual assault here in Victoria,

overwhelmingly female victims of sexual assault here in Victafieose not to pursue matters

through the avenues that are open to themrightdow. vi ew is sl ightly different
notwithstanding the fact that | respect what she said and understand the place that she is coming from,

and that is that & must work assiduously to remove the barriers, the significant barriers, that are

currently in place right now in Victoria before victims of sexual violence. An@&¥iri ml ey’ s mot i on
is a significant effort to seek to do that.

| would like to work throughwo or three particular elementsof @r i ml ey’ s moti on and t
some comments upon them. | was really pleasediiinley, that in the first point in your motion,

point(1)(a), you called out the fact that overwhelmingly those in Victoria who expersnaial

assault are women and overwhelmingly those people in Victoria who commit sexual assaults are men.

To the best of my knowledge, the first significant Victorian government document that really

highlighted the gendered nature of violence againstwomeras t he Bai |l |l i eu gover nme
to prevent violence against women and children. | do not say that to make a partisan point. | entirely

accept many of the points that my friend Melhem made and that M®rpstra made about the

goodwill that thegovernment has on this front. | accept that.

| think this is another occasion where we can come together as a house to acknowledge that all of us
surely all of us—have the same objective in mind, even if we have some slightly different views about
exactlyhow it is that we should get there. All of us surely accept, as my friericeNstra said, that

far, far too many Victorians, overwhelmingly Victorian women, are subjected to sexual violence. For
mine, again, MGr i ml ey’ s mot i on inseekingto understand why itis thahse x t st e p
infrequently the victims of sexual violence feel able to come forward. From my personal experience,
there are, as | have said, huge barriers, and | think it is again apt that we should be considering a whole
range of options to seek to give the victims of sexual violence here in Victoria the confidence to engage
with the legal system and to bring their stories forward. | am pleased ti&irkley noted that if it

was the case that his motion passed and if itthagase that his scheme was put into place, the
information on this database would be anonymous information. | think that is very important.

On sectior(1)(b), | agree with MGrimley and the Hinch party more generally that the experiences
ofvictmsands ur vi vors are not considered adequately wh
system. This is something that we have discussed at length this sitting week, and again | want to
acknowledge the very sincere regard that members of the Hinch party héwe éxperiences of

victims, the voices of the victims of crime here in Victoria and the need to elevate those voices and to

really hear them in the poliapaking process.

When it comes to the real crux of this motion, as far as | see it, moving tqZ3)eHtihat the
government should create a centralised and publ i
then that the government should undertake authoritative investigation into the specific causes of low

rates of reporting and high rates of &tiri at each stage of progress through the legal systgyain,

| would support these endeavours of Gfimley. It is a cause of great sadness for me that far too

many people who have been the victim of a sexual assault and who commence incrediblyobravely t

progress their matter forward through formal processes then for one reason ordiootaevhole

range of complex reasengirop out. We need to understand more. | agree witRaften and | agree

with MsTerpstraand MO’ Donohue t hat endateon thistmmenselnenportanto t h

matter we just do not know enough.

This is not something that is unique to Victerito suck the politics out of this discussion entirely.

This is not something that is unique to Australia; it is not something that iseutuighe Western

world. We simply need to know more, and so | commen@Nmley for bringing forward this motion

today. Hopefully, should his motion pass, and | hope it-d@esl | will be voting in favour of #-it

will enable us as a jurisdiction to seéekhave a far, far better understanding of the complex causes of
the massive undeeporting that we see when it comes to sexual assault and sexual violence and the
huge rate of attrition.
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| know other members are keen to have their say, and so | waludenmy comments by simply

noting, as Md$atten did, that | felt sick to my stomach when@®fimley talked from personal

experience about a case where it was asked, regarding a woman who had been the victim of sexual
violence, ‘" Well ,dowhmagt oawn ?¢ar tAls vaast osxhhmeer school I
heard from my students that they were questioned,
is a related question but an equally obnoxious and outrageous question. We are intk@2@ieso

that any Victorian girl, any Victor+fammr wGanh'ns s ho
sake! But that is still where we are, sadly, and that is still where the attitudes of some Victorians are,

sadly.

For all of those reasons, | comndgrou, MrGrimley, and your party for bringing forward this motion.
| understand the position of those opposite, yet today | will most certainly be supporting this motion.

Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria (19:22: 1 would just like to thank all thepeakers here this
afternoon and tonight for speaking on this motion. At least it has created a conversation, which is
fantastic. Just to dispel a few myths, | suppose, this is absolutehcatatgorically net-a Trojan
Horse for a public register of sexfafiders. | have had discussions with Régten following her
speech, and it just reiterated the fact that this motion came out of my discussions with Patrick
Tidmarsh, who is a criminologist and a leading expert in the field of sexual offending. Achdly |
wanted to talk with Didmarsh because he is anteainer of thesexual offences and child abuse
investigationteam detectives, from the academy, and | just wanted to, | guess, get some knowledge
about where we were heading towards our publichstexgid database.

Funnily enough, he is totally against a public register of sex offerddsolutely, categorically

against i—but he is all for how to improve the sexual offences reporting rates and so forth and so on.

The first thi ngvdbweanske thid bettei? iHowda e, reducditbe incidence of

sexual offending? How do we increase the prosecutions? How do we encourage people to come
forward?’ . He said the very first thing you need
need to do. Without knowing why these things are falling over, without knowing why people are not

reporting, we cannot fix it. And that is all that this motion is about. It is about collecting data and

analysing that data so that we can make improvemethts padicial system. It is all evidence based.

So thanks, everybody, for your contributions. | appreciate them.

House divided on amendment;

Ayes, 16
Atkinson, Mr Davis, Mr Maxwell, Ms
Bach, Dr Grimley, Mr McArthur, Mrs
Barton, Mr HayesMr O’Donohue, Mr
Bath, Ms Limbrick, Mr Quilty, Mr
Crozier, Ms Lovell, Ms Rich-Phillips, Mr
Cumming, Dr

Noes, 19
Elasmar, Mr Patten, Ms Tarlamis, Mr
Erdogan, Mr Pulford, Ms Taylor, Ms
Gepp, Mr Ratnam, Dr TerpstraMs
Kieu, Dr Shing, Ms Tierney, Ms
Leane, Mr Stitt, Ms Vaghela, Ms
Meddick, Mr Symes, Ms Watt, Ms

Melhem, Mr
Amendment negatived.
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House divided on motion:

Ayes, 16
Atkinson, Mr Davis, Mr Maxwell, Ms
Bach, Dr Grimley, Mr McArthur, Mrs
Barton, Mr Hayes, Mr O’'Donohue, Mr
Bath, Ms Limbrick, Mr Quilty, Mr
Crozier, Ms Lovell, Ms Rich-Phillips, Mr
Cumming, Dr

Noes, 19
Elasmar, Mr Patten, Ms Tarlamis, Mr
Erdogan, Mr Pulford, Ms Taylor, Ms
Gepp, Mr Ratnam, Dr Terpstra, Ms
Kieu, Dr Shing, Ms Tierney, Ms
Leane, Mr Stitt, Ms Vaghela, Ms
Meddick, Mr Symes, Ms Watt, Ms
Melhem, Mr

Motion negatived.
Bills

JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (SUPPORTING VICTIMS AND OTHER
MATTERS) BILL 2020

Council 6s amendment s

The PRESIDENT (19:35: | have a message from the Assembly on the Justice Legislation
Amendment (Supporting Victims and Other Matters) BiR0:

The Legislative Assembinforms the Legislative Council that, inrelatioitA Bi | | f or an Act t o ame
Judicial Proceedings ReportAct 1958in relation to publication of identification of victims, to amend the

Victims of Crime AssistanceAct 1996in relation to delegation of certain powers, to amend/ittims of

Crime Commissioner Act 2015in relation to the Committee under that Act, to amendémation

Act 2005 and theLimitation of Actions Act 1958 to include further model provisions, tonand the

Corrections Act 1986 in relation to certain detention orders and prisoner mail, to amenEotkests

Act 1958to enable specified persons to carry out specified activities in the Fire Rescue Victoria fire district,

to amend theWorkplace Injury Re habilitation and Compensation Act 2013 and the Accident

CompensationAct 1985in relationtoprée nj ury average weekI|ly el®rnings and f
amendments made by the Council have been agreed to

Statements on reports, papers and petitions
DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY AND FINANCE
Budget papers 20120

Ms LOVELL (Northern Victorid (19:36: | rise to speak on the state budget 2209 which raises
the budget for provision of public housing, and the latest quarterly public housing figjemme out
are absolutely astounding and disgraceful. The public housing waiting list under Labor has increased
by 40.18per cent. That is 1811 additional households on the public housing waiting list, taking it to
48529households. This is particalaconcerning in my region and particularly concerning when you
look at priority access as well, which is people who are experiencing homelessness or escaping
domestic violence. That waitlist has increased b$3Fhouseholds to 2827, a 158.58er cent
increase under Labor. My area in northern Victoria is particularly suffering. We need an urgent
injection of funding into public housing, a massive injection into public housing in this budget, and |
call the Treasurer to provide that investment to buitde public housing.

In Shepparton the public housing general waiting list has increased bg@&¥holds to 1419. That
is a 136.%er cent increase under Labor. The priority waiting list has increased by ovesr3@ht
under Labor from 180 to 722. Ttha 542additional households on that list. In Bendigo it is just as
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sad a story. The general waitlist is now at 1134, an increase of p@t.&dnt. The priority housing
waiting list has increased by 108@plications. That is a 271.p&r cent increasdén Mildura again

the general waitlist has increased by agplications to reach 653. That is apge# cent increase in
Mildura, and their priority waiting list has again had a massive increase from 100-tes@60
260additional households, a 2f@r cenincrease. In Seymour the general waitlist has increased by
219households to 443. That is a 97p&f cent increase. Their priority waiting list is again a
disgraceful figure-an increase of 172useholds to reach 239. It is a 25@R cent increase. In
Benalla and Wangaratta the general waitlist has increased by 323 to reaclis&iolds. That is a
70.52per cent increase, and their priority waitlist has increased bly@&#holds to reach 389. That
is a 218.8%er cent increase. Finally, in Wodorthe general waitlist has increased by 170 to reach
670households, a 3der cent increase, but their priority waitlist has increased bjd2&eholds to
reach 278, which is an 82.88r cent increase.

This is totally unacceptable. This government isrfgilin social housing. People are homeless.

Shepparton has the highest number of homeless people in regional Victoria, and yet there has been no
investment in housing. In fact in Shepparton, where there arestt6housing properties according

to the ldest figures available on the Department of Health and Human Services website, they would

actually need to build 8%r cent more public housing just to house those who are already on the

waiting list, not even considering those who are going to be agplyihe future as more people run

into trouble with rental accommodation and are struggling to provide a roof over their heads because

of the economic recession that we are geing to ha
19 in this state.

So Icall on the Premier and the Treasurer to make sure that this state budget coming up has a massive
injection for public housing, right across the state but particularly in my area in Northern Victoria,
where so many people are suffering because this gogatjust does not care about those who are

less fortunate than themselves. They care about themselves, and that is it. These people are really
struggling. They need assistance from the government, and it is time that the government started
realising thathiey should be making it easier for Victorians, not harder for Victorians.

DEPARTMENT OF PREMIE R AND CABINET
Report 201820

Mr TARLAMIS (South Eastern Metropolitar(19:41): | rise to make a statement on the
Department of Premier and Cabinahaal report 20:20. As the Minister for Veterans, who is in
the chamber with us tonight, would be aware, this is the report that covers his portfolio. Given the
significance of today my focus and contribution here will be about the importance of rempgnis
remembering our veterans.

Today, on 1November, we formally mark the end of the terrible years of the First World War. This
year on Remembrance Day we also mark the aftiversary of the end of World Wr At

11.00am on 1INovember 1918 theums on the Western Front fell silent. Those at the front
represented the final contingent of millions of men and women who had served there since the
outbreak of the war in 1914, and to these we add the millions more who served on the many other
fronts ofthat war. We remember the over 4 men and women who enlisted and the oved@D

who were killed and the 1580 who were wounded or otherwise injured during the First World War.

On this day we also remember all Australian service men and women vehsdmaed in all wars-

from the Boer War to those currently serving our country overseas. We also acknowledge the sacrifices
made by the families on the home front.

As an Australian of Greek heritage | would like to in particular honour those Australiarsewied

in Greece during times of watthe over 5M00Australians who served at Gallipoli and who came to

the Greek northern Aegean island of Lemnos. They assembled there for the landings on Anzac Day,
they trained there, they came there for rest andaiton after months at the front. They came there
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when sick and wounded for treatment at its medical facilities, where many were treated by the
Australian medical and nursing staff serving there.

One of those doctors who served on Lemnos would go oraiorigenber of the Victorian Parliament
and the only Gallipoli veteran to hold the office of state Prerdidajor Stanley Argyle from Kyneton

and Kew, whose portrait is hung in Queen’s Hal/l
survived was a relative ohine, one Private Ted Tozer of Blackburn, a former Victorian Railways
worker. Sadly, some 148ustr ali ans remain there buried in the

These would be followed by an estimated A@8tralians who served on the Salonika Frtat

stretched across the borders of northern Greece. Those who served there suffered from both the guns
of the enemy as well as the diseases that ravaged the trenches and resef@eeacédhose who

served there, nurse Gertrude Munro of Ballarat, the® for three years, only to succumb to disease

in the final weeks of the war. She is the only Australian nurse to have died and been buried in Greece
during the First World War. | visited her grave at the Mikra war cemetery in Thessaloniki, and | look
forward to honouring her as part of the first Salonika campaign commemorative service, which will

be conducted at our Shrine of Remembrance next year.

Hundreds of Australian sailors served on a number of Australian warshiggadingHMASYarra,

named afteour own lovely river—as part of a flotilla that took part in major engagements in the
Adriatic, the Eastern Mediterranean and the Aegean between 1917 and the end of the war. These ships
and their men would return to the waters of Lemnos following tmingj@f the Armistice of Mudros

in October 1918, which ended the war in the regian occasion that is now commemorated annually

at our Shrine of Remembrance.

Finally, tens of thousands of young Australian men and women would come to be in Greece during
the Second World War to play their part in the defence of Greece against the Axis forces in April and
May 1941. They would take part in a fighting retreat across the length of GrizeoeVevi and

Servia in the north to Brallos and Thermopylae, to Corinthkadlamata—and on to the battles on

the island of Crete. Seventeen thousand served on the mainland, 6500 served on Crete and hundreds
of sailors on the ships of the Royal Australian Navy fought the Axis forces at sea and completed the
dangerous task of emaating tens of thousands of troops to safehe of those Victorians who served

in the campaign was from my electorate. Lance Co
worker from Frankston, served in Greece and was captured only to escape ftaemtla@ prison

camp at Thessaloniki. He survived for months in the city, helped by the locals, where he recorded vital
military information before returning to Allied lines via Imbros and Gallipoli with the aid of a priest

from Mount Athos.

There was also yngood friend Norm Maddock, who served on Crete and passed away earlier this
year—a fine man sadly missed by all who knew him. Private James Zampeli&itifcStvas, like

me, an Australian of Greek heritage, his father coming from the lonian islandkafibeHe was

killed in Crete, and his body is yet to be found. His name is etched on the Memorial to the Missing at
the Athens Phaleron War Cemetery.

In conclusion, of the hundreds of thousands of Australians who served across all wars it is estimated
thatover 100000Australians lost their lives, with many thousands more left wounded or sick as a
result of their service. And at home millions have been affected by loss and injury as a result of the
service of loved ones. Their sacrifice is a reminded tof #he importance of preserving peace in the
world. Today we remember all of these Australians. Lest we forget.

WEST GATE TUNNEL
Petition

Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitain(19:49: | rise to speak to-petition193, on the West Gate
Tunnel contaminated soil. The petition draws to the attention of the Legislative Council the
community’s concerns about the proposal to transp
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Tunnel Project at the Hpuality Victoria Pty Ltd facility located &70Sunbury Road, Bulla. The
petitioners note that some hfillion square metres of soil will be generated from the West Gate
Tunnel Project-soil contaminated with PFAS and asbestos at varying levels.

The first point | wiibtheBdla Brigdge. Transpertatoowilldbethraughat t ent i o
the town of Bulla and over the historic bluestone bridge, built in 1869. It is a very narrow bridge built
for horse and cart, not heavy trucks, and definitely not fotr@@®s 24hours a day, days peweek,

carrying potentially toxic soil. On a regular day two trucks passing on this bridge is extremely
dangerous, and even with a truck and a car on the bridge there is barely room to move. Standard trucks,
such as those expected to transport the aké, p one and a half lanes as they go over. As it is, there

are many accidents on this bridge, as coming down it has a very sharp and blind corner. When an
accident occurs, Bulla residents and trucks alike will be unable to reach Sunbury and surrounds. In
addition, if the truck is carrying toxic soil, this will obviously cause contamination of that area. If this
government commits finally to building the bypass that government after government has been
promising for 2Qyears, this potential deathtrap amdieonmental nightmare could be resolved.

In relation to processing the contaminated soil f
the petitioners raised, the HQiuality EcoHub tip is located across the road from the Villawood

Properties residdial land and is 1.kilometres from the developed areas of Sunbury, home to
40000residents, with a further 1W0dwellings approved. The facility borders Emu Creek, which

feeds into the Maribyrnong River system. It is also home to the growling grgssufrendangered

species. The petitioners are concerned bRHial i ty Victoria’s history of
requirements under the agreements with the Environment Protection Authority Victoria. Other

concerns they have include the risk of potemtiabscontamination with the nearby organic waste

facilities. These facilities service a large network of farms producing organics for our food every day.

As | understand it, under the new regulation€ddality are not bound to keep records of typesibf so

or contamination levels for longer than two years. It is well known that the health effects may not show

up until much after that time, and it is unclear why this timing is so short.

Based on this, this group have highlighted, and | agree, that themanany unknowns in relation

to the handling of toxic soil in this facility and obvious risks to the Bulla Bridge, the Sunbury
community and the Bulla community. The petitioners thereby request that all in this place reject all
proposals made by any argsation to dispose of contaminated soil at th@ttality EcoHub tip in

the interests of the local residents.

AUDITOR -GENERAL
Reducing Bushfire Risks

Ms BATH (Eastern Victoria (19:53): | would like to make some comments in relation to the
Victorian AuditorG e n e r a | Reducir@ Bdshfire Risk3ctober 2020 report, and in doing so can
| commend the AuditeGeneral. As usual it is a very thorough report and most interesting to me and
to members of my constituency.

The Victorian AuditorGener al s report issued a fairly damni
government’'s planned burn program. We in East Gi
importance of fuel reduction burns and tportance of taking that fuel load away from areas of high

priority and those closest to communities and around public assets. Now, this report outlines the very
unfortunate situation that the current government has shown that jest d@nt of planrdepriority

burns occurred last year. Now, those are those burns around assets and towns and communities. What

we saw from the tragic fires in East Gippsland is that where those burns ceeamdedpecifically

around the town of Nowa Nowa, to the nemtbstof Nowa Nowa there were priority burns or

preparatory burns conducted and as the flames came down from thevesirtieading soutbast

they got to those preparatory burathat really thwarted that transference, that travel, of those huge

bushfires andptected and saved the town of Nowa Nowa. So there are clear, demonstrated outcomes



STATEMENTS ON REPORTS, PAPERS AND PETITIONS
3936 Legislative Council Wednesday, 11 November 2020

when these burns occur, but unfortunately the government has only prodymerdcé®t of the
planned burns.

Now, the AuditorGe ner al ' s r e p mercent ahbrreabburhsaas vikels beihgachigved.
What | noticed when travelling to Club Terrace just a few days or probably the week after the fires
ripped through there and really gutted the town and took out a lot of infrastructure, homes and the
general store wasat on the way in to Club Terrace there had been unfortunately some fairly hot
preparatory burns in the previous year. But what we noticed goeirtha@re were certainly green
shoots coming back from thats it was a haven for animals and birds. Listeningtories from the

locals, they found local animals and native animals that had actually been able to escape into those
spaces, so it shows the very important need for these preparatory burns. Now, unfortunately the
government again has taken its eye loéfIball in terms of preparatory burns. There was through the
bushfire royal commission a set target @eb cent over the year or a2€r cent rolling target over

four years to be burnt, but the government turned away from that to its own Safer Tiagpadoet

risk outcomes. We have seen really it has been a flawed system. It may be well intentioned, but it has
certainly been a flawed system.

One of the key finithgs in this report speaks to the need to work with cultural burns, and it is something
thatl am very passionate about. The government looked at this AGlgon er al ' s f i nding an:
the comment that they are thwarted due to climate change, which means that bushfire seasons are
extended and that there can no longer be these conducted plammsebMali, that is if you are looking

with Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning eyef\@sterneyes. Speaking to

some people who | value very dearly for their knowledge and expertise in thistlagedctor
Stdfensens of the world, the Ude Davids and various otherghey talk about looking at a different

way of doing this and going back to those traditional Indigenous burning techniques, a window where
we do not look througiWesterneyes but we look through the Indigenous eyes at thasenan
techniques of picking the right time to burn with the indicators of grass, terrain and certain trees. These
are the opportunities that the government really needs to get in and support. The Nationals support it.
The Liberals and Nationals came toedection commitment in the past election to propose this, and

we continue to endorse this very important technique to support life, property and survival in these
highly bushfireprone areas.

DEPARTMENT OF THE LE GISLATIVE COUNCIL
Report 201820

Ms WATT (Northern Metropolitaj (19:56: | rise to speak today on the annual report of the
Department of the Legislative Council, 2620. As a new member | am thankful to have the
opportunity to put on the record my deepest thanks to the wonderfulfstad Legislative Council,
who have assisted me in settling in in this my first month. To those from security for making sure that
my loved ones could be here during our last sitting, to the staff from the cafe and catering services for
being so accomnaiating to my bizarrely peculiar tastes, to the office of the President and the clerks
for helping guide me through this new world: thank you. In particular | thank those staff who support
me as | navigate a new workplace with new rules on top of new Iralessure my colleagues can
appreciate just how challenging that is.

However, | speak today to the significant contribution that the Department of the Legislative Council
made over the financial year 26229, and that is the incredible transformation @c@mber last year

as the Parliament of Victoria hosted the inaugur a
in the Legislative Council chamber. This was an incredible experience to watch as it was live streamed
into the homes and officesof yan peopl e, including mine. I n hostin

Assembly of Victoria transformed the chamber into a venue for the assembly through bringing in
culturally symbolic items such as possum skins, flags, coolamons, message sticks andraative fl

The treaty advancement possum skin cloak, which symbolises the journey of treaty, filled with words
and art from Aboriginal people across the state, was laid in prominence in the centre of this chamber.
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The cloak creation was led by renowned cloaken&ina Bundle, a proud Yuldonaro woman,

and contained the ascribed hopes and dreams &t28&jinal people before it came to this place. It

now rests at Bunjilaka at the Melbourne Museum, and | encourage you all to see it when you can. The
official proceedings commenced inside the Legislative Council chamber with a guard of honour
provided by the Koori Youth Will Shake Spears dance group for the assembly and the community
elders. | would like to thank all staff and community members involved in #i@ibievent.

Further, 1 would like to commend all involved in supporting the Parliament of Victoria on its
reconciliation journey. The Parli ament of Victor
Peoples as one of its 2022 strategic prioritiesAs part of this commitment the emerging leaders
program cohort of 20320 has been tasked to create a reflect reconciliation action plan for the
Parliament. It is wonderful to see that as part of this project the Parliament of Victoria has
commissionedréist Tom Day to produce an original artwork on the theme of reconciliation for display

at Parliament House and for use in the RAP document. | would like to acknowledge Tom, a proud
Gunditjimara, Wemba Wemba and Yorta Yorta man currently based in Shep@anporting
Aboriginal artists, culture and creation is one way that this place can celebrate and support our talented
First Nations Victorians. | look forward to my first meeting of the RAP committee, and thank you for
the invitation.

It is fitting thisweek—NAIDOC Week—that we reflect on this historic moment that would not have
happened if not for the good and hard work of the people of the Department of the Legislative Council.
Always was and always will be, and happy NAIDOC Week, all.

DEPARTMENT OF EDU CATION AND TRAINING
Report 201820

Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitgn(20:00: | was very interested to recently pick up tmaal
reportof the Department of Education and Training. In that report it was stated that:

The Department of Eduttan andTraining... is committed to the provision of wordass education
services, and continues to deliver the Victorian Govern
with the skills and knowledge needed to support current and futurengfeslle

Well, what extraordinarpiffle. What utter nonsense. Here in Victoda | have spoken about on a
number of occasions in this place, just late last year we found out that Victorian students had received
their worst ever results in the highly regaléeProgramme for International Student Assessment test
Now, the information that is contained in this report is more current than that information that we only
received last year but was in fact from 2017. The information in this report, despite dhipuiili
verbiage, is quite shameful.

We have recently seen numerous government ministers go on a victory lap after they announced their

tutor program. It is fingit is goodthat someetiredteachers are coming back to help out after this

Labor governmefg quite extraordinary lockdownthe longest school closures anywhere in the

world. So that is fine. That is good. But the idea that that is a panacea, a silver bullet, goes against

every single expert agency that this government has said that it reSpedtsformation that I will

briefly 1impart to the house fr omnnuahreportidepart ment
information that the government collected before COY® That is so important to note. Late last

year Victorian kids received their veb ever results. Information in the Department of Education and

T r a i nnnuelgepostdermonstrates that across a whole series of really important metrics Victorian

kids went even further backwards before COVID. This paints a truly shameful picture.

Sonething that we must do here in Victoria is support students who are struggling to raise themselves
up. However, that is not happening. When we look at the percentage of students above the bottom
three bands for reading in ydathis is NAPLAN data—well, the government missed its target by

a full 4per cent. When we look at the percentage of students above the bottom three bands for
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numeracy—hugely important-in year9, the government missed its target, again, by oper 4ent.
| could go on and on and dmt time will not permit.

It is also incredibly important for us here in Victoria to seek to extend gifted students. So many students
have fallen so far behind during this period of school closures and online learning, and it is very
important for us todok at the students who are struggling most. It is also hugely important for us in
our state schools to support really gifted and talented kids to spread their wings and extend themselves
and to fly. But that is not happening. When we look, for exampllee gtercentage of students in the

top two bands-this is NAPLAN data—we see that the proportion of students has also declined and
the government again has not met iits targets. The
truth. Think about the grcentage of students in the top two bands for reading inSyeie
government missed its target by oveip#d cent. Late last year the government received information

that Victorian kids had got their worst ever results, and now Victorian kids are ey@ngfurther
backwards.

This report contains information about Indigenous kids. The percentage of Indigenous students above
the bottom three bands for reading in y&dor example-well, the government missed its target by

over 10per cent. | could go grbut time will not permit. The percentage of Victorian kids who are
missing days of schoelwell, again the government is missing its targjbe report says that to break

the link between disadvantage and poor student outcomes there is a target fac#tierE8tate to
increase the proportion of students who stay in education. Well, that is not happening. So on so many
levels this government, | am afraid, is failing Victorian students.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES COMMITTEE
Inquiry into the VictoriartGover nment 6 s ReslplPandemic t o t he COVI D

Ms CROZIER (Southern Metropolitgn(20:09: There is only a minute left go on this important
areaofreportsord0s econds. | rise to speak on the inquiry
tothe COVIB19 pandemic and the Public Accounts and E:¢
because in recent days responses have been received from Cedar Meats in relation to some of the
evidence that was provided at that inguiyery interesting documentai. They are talking about
that evidence that was provided by government ministers and others to the committee. And | see my
time is running out so | am going to have to continue this, because there is more | have to say about
this very interesting evider that has come before us. We need to understand and understand fully
what happened during that outbreak.

Adjournment
The PRESIDENT: The question is:
That the house do now adjourn.
COVID-19

Ms LOVELL (Northern Victorid (20:09: My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Disability, Ageing and Carers and concerns the adverse effects the continuous C3D&Hirictions
are having on many disabled members of our community. The action that | seek from the minister is
to remove ltie barriers preventing clients of disability business enterprises in regional Victoria from
attending work and allow these members of our community to experience the dignity and enjoyment
that comes with working in these environments. Victoria is blessttd many organisations
responsible for providing a wide range of services to enhance the lives of our disability sector. These
services include specialist therapy, permanent and respite accommodation, national disability
insurance scheme coordination, pdig community hubs, the teaching of life skills and providing
day-to-day recreational activities for clients. One of the most important aspects of these organisations
is business enterprises that support people with a disability to learn job skitsraadh their career
goals. Such programs provide training and build pathways into employment, providing access to jobs
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and prioritising equality in the workplace for the disability sector. It is concerning that business
enterprises in these settings htve en s uspended d upeohibitive COWDEL9 gov er nmen
restrictions implemented in regional Victoria.

| was recently contacted by a constituent whose son is a residential ckelatalla housén

Mooroopna and who normally attends the organisatics business enterprise
constituent’s son experiences great joy and ful
suspended since March due to COMI® With the 14day rolling average of active COVAIO cases

currently at zero in regi@al Victoria, Yooralla planned to recommence their business enterprise
programs on a trial basis in Benalla and Seymour. Unfortunately these plans have been scrapped
because the Department of Health and Human Services have determined that such sénates wil
recommence until Victoria reaches COWiibrmal status, reached when no COMI®infections in

Victoria are reported over a 2ty period statewide. This threshold is unfair for regional Victoria,

where in some areas no active cases have been reabalkdnd regional Victoria as a whole has

recorded no new COVI9 cases at all in the past@®ys and no active cases for the pastals.

fi

Business enterprise programs provide great joy to their clients, and they need to recommence in areas
where tlere are no recorded COVI® cases. The action that | seek from the minister is to remove

the barriers preventing clients of disability business enterprises in regional Victoria from attending
work and allow these members of our community to experienciigiiéy and enjoyment that comes

with working in these environments.

COVID-19

Mr LIMBRICK  (South Eastern Metropolita20:09: My adjournment item is for the Minister
for Health. At the human rights rally outside Parliament House on MelbGum®ay last week the
police used a tactic called kettling. They did this by surrounding arourké@le, including me and
a number of bystanders, linking arms and squashing us all together shoulder to shoulder in a number
of tight groups that could bé&ened to mosh pits. We were forced to stand tightly together for between
3% and shours. After 2 to Bours police filled buckets with water, dipped cups into the water, using
hands they had used for handling people, and handed the cups out to prGtestérthe minister
please provide detail about what consultation has occurred between the Department of Health and
Human Services and Victoria Police about these matters before or since this evdovemBer?

COVID-19

Mr QUILTY (Northern Victorid (20:10: My adjournment debate item is for the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services. Police in New South Wales are currently subjected to an internal
probe because a senior constable signed a letter claiming that many members of the fiegtagpar
with the approach to enforce oppressive rules placed on the population in the name ofI©0OVID
This officer is also wary that a mandatory vaccine program will require police to arrest even more
peaceful Australians. It is not surprising to me thgreat number of police are unhappy about being
asked to arrest good people who are merely speaking their mind. Most police decide to become police
officers because they want to protect their community from violence. They did not sign up to arrest
pregrant mothers for writing Facebook posts or elderly ladies for having a picnic in the park. They did
not sign up to spy on Victorians with drones, to keep them locked up in their homes or to deprive them
of their natural rights.

Police officers are in a diffult position. They have signed up to protect the community from violent
thugs but are now being asked by this government to become exactW/¢hbave seen several
peaceful protests that have been met with mounted, armed and armoured police. Patestern
corralled, kettled, pepper sprayed and detained for hours on end. Such behaviour erodes public trust
in law enforcement and damages the image of police as just and respectable members of the
community. We know that most police are professionall mannered and well intentioned.
Everyone wants a society where we can trust police and count on them to protect us. The problem is
not police; it is politicians. It is time for the government to stop creating rules that require our police
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to behave lik thugs. | call on this minister to permit police officers who do not support these violent
attacks on the Victorian public to excuse themselves from enforcing thpraest rules as
conscientious objectors.

TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr DAVIS (Southen Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition(20:129: My matter for the
adjournment is for the Minister for Transport | nf
attention to the magnificent Grattan Institute paper Rise of Megmojects: Counting the Costand
pay tribute to the work that has been done by Marion Terrill and the other authors, Owain Emslie and
Greg Moran. It is a very important paper at this time when infrastructure projects are critical to drive
jobs, but it draws atteitn to the risks of poorly scoped, poorly planned megaprojects and focuses on
targeted local projects and the importance of those projects in particular.

I particularly draw the minister’ $enerdlsheudti on t o
comduct an immediate review of transport infrastructure projects; that projects ovem$Ee0

should face continuous disclosure by the relevant minister when there are material changes, and this

should be to Parliament; and that the minister should desdost estimates of infrastructure valued

at over $100nillion and reconcile changes. It goes on to say that state infrastructure ministers should

provide completed project data for infrastructure projects ovenigon, including the details of

projeds completed. It does go on about the ability of national guidelines to play a role in assisting to

scope and the need to publish pmminpletion reviews of all projects over $1ddlion. These are all

eminently sensible, reasonable recommendations dlatieen thought through, and that will help

constrain costs and mean that the work is more targeted.

The paper picks out a number of key boxes for case studies, and it points to the Suburban Rail Loop
as a poorly scoped project that does not have a lsasiase or the full input that is needed. It also
points out other cases of cost escalation in Victetige North East Link, the Metro Tunnel projeet

and it points out that even the level crossing removals do not have concluding costs for particular
proe¢ s. That has certainly been the case for me in
difficulty in getting from the government the cost of completed projects. So what | am asking the
Minister for Transport Infrastructure to do is to acceptré@mmendations made by the Grattan
Institute and in particular the recommendations that relate to publishing the costs of completed projects
and making those available publicly, because with level crossings, for example, the government points
to more tharB5 crossings that they say they have completed but they will not say what the cost of
those crossings, or even groups of crossings, is.

It is an absolute outrage that billions of dollars of public money is being spent and they will not
reconcile the cost the end of the project. There is no commencigbnfidence excusethis is just

a secrecy coveaup to cover up their own bloweutso | say publish that information, accept the
recommendations of the report and have better sedpane expirell

ATTEMPTE D MURDER LAW REFORM

Ms MAXWELL (Northern Victorid (20:19: My matter is for the Attornegeneral. It is about
some practical problems associated with the laws of attempted crime in Victoria. More specifically it
is about the ongoing difficulty prosecutors have in successfully proving the charge of attempted
murde. As MsHennessy will know, it has long been the case that the overwhelming majority of
individuals charged with attempted murder are never convicted of that offence. In fact the most recent
sets of concurrent data from the Sentencing Advisory Councihanflustralian Bureau of Statistics
show that around one in 20 attempted murder charges were successfully prosecuted between 2013 and
2018. There are a few different reasons for this state of affairs. However, as Shannon Deery and
Genevieve Alison outlirgevery clearly in a 201Blerald Surarticle, the main one is that a conviction
for attempted murder hinges on proving that the accused specifically inteatifgbvictim die.
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In short, the relevant wording 22b\oolithe Ctinnee gener al
Act 1958 renders it easier to prove a charge of murder than attempted murder. A murder charge can
lead to a guilty verdict where there is an intent to either kill or cause serious harm. By contrast, the
successful prosecution of attegbtmurder is only possible where it is the intent to kill that is
definitely proven. This has meant that attempted crimes have also become more conducive than many
other offences to the process of plea bargaining, an increasingly problematic processiin Mo

not have sufficient time to go through some of these in detail now, but there is no shortage of examples
of cases in which an attempted murder charge has ultimately been downgraded to a less serious charge
in order to secure a guilty verdictf @urse these outcomes are often devastating for victims and their
loved ones, who typically, and quite rightly, expect far greater and longer jail sentences to be imposed
on the accused for what are generally barbaric crimes.

The action that | seek frothe AttorneyGeneral is an indication of whether she considers there may

be cause to contemplate and potentially implement changes to the Crimes Act in these respects. In
particular | ask for her advice on whether she agrees there may be merit in egfierdtipns to the

wording of sectiorB21N so that an intent to cause serious injury or harm could become a baseline
criterion for attempted murder convictions.

COvVID-19

Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitgn(20:18): My adjournment matter is for tidinister for Health,
and it is regarding the current rules concerning the wearing of masks. | have received so much
correspondence from members of my community about recent reporting from outstanding
epidemi ol ogists that csclriergpositiort lovasdalkieggust noowwitht he gove
my friend MsBath, and | know that there is a huge amount of angst in country Victoria, in rural and
regional Victoria, about the government’'s current
of stepwith what is happening in other Australian jurisdictions and so out of step with what is
occurring internationally.

Here in the city | think the case is the same. In my electorate there are so many wonderful spots where
constituents of mine enjoy beingtand about, sometimes in family groups, sometimes simply on

their own—for example, around Blackburn Lake, which is close to my effiaed in my view, based

on my understanding of the very best advice from so many outstanding epidemiologists, it would be
entirely safe to take off one’s mask and to enjoy
on this question.

For so many of my constituents who have contacted me about this point, | would like to ask the
Minister for Health if he would find #vithin himself to look again at the health advice and even to

accept, to come to a point that Blavis was making just now on a different matter, the very best

advice and the very best evidence that in this case it is safe to be out ardgalmutase mmbers

are so low after an extraordinary effort from the Victorian community, following the quite abominable

failures of our government, to get case numbersdaand t o t ake one’ s mask off
air when it is safe to do so. All of my constitieare perfectly fine when it comes to entering shops,

when it comes to going to the supermarket or when it comes to using public transport, for example, to

put their masks back on, but they do have, almost to a woman and to a man, a deep objection to the
notion that they should have to wear a mask when out and about in the open air on tHEireown.

action that | would seek from the Minister for Health tonight is to look again at the advice that he has
received and to find it within himself to make aregdtion to our current restrictions to enable my
constituents to enjoy the open airtr in so many
Metropolitan Region.

FOOTSCRAY RSL

Dr CUMMING (Western Metropolitan(20:21): My adjournment matter ir the Minister for
Veterans, the HonouralfBhaun Leane, and the action that | seek is for an update regarding the
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government ' s pr omilliosn evertwo yeprs to prave andehhadc@ewice
organisation facilities, in particular hohig fund has been allocated so far.

TheReturnedandServices League of Australieommonly known as the RSL, was formed in June
1916 to provide a space of recognition and support for those who had returned from conflict, many
maimed and traumatised, angpace to honour those who have died. In 1916 there was no formal
government welfare service for veterans, and the RSL committed itself to provide for the sick,
wounded and needy among those who had served, including their dependants. With no formal
govermment support for veterans in 1916, the RSL created a commonwealth repatriation system,
service, disability and war widows pensions, various employment and retraining programs, child
health programs and vocational guidance services, and the welfare etetlams remains their main
driver.

In February, prior to the lockdown, | visited the Footscray RStbsabch, as | have done many times

over the years, this time for their centenary celebrations. Thbranbh was established in 1920,
around two yearsfter the end of the First World War. | would like to acknowledge the work of
presidentong Viet Nguyenwho with the committee has supported the renewal of théranich,

which was at risk of closing due to falling numbers. A number of the membeieterang from the

South Vietnamese armed forces who served alongside the Australian soldiers in Vietham and who
later emigrated to Melbourne.

SERENDIP SANCTUARY

Mrs MCARTHUR (Western Victoriq (20:23: My adjournment matter is for the Ministér
Energy, Environment and Climate Change and concerns the future of Serendip Sanctuary at Lara. The
sanctuary has been well known and used over decades by naturalists, bird lovers, tourism operators,
schools, children, their parents and carers and intheegthole local community. It has significant
ecological pedigree through its captive breeding programs and has played an important role in the
protection of endangered native species, inclugiisern barred bandidspCape Barren geeseish
stonecudew and bustards. The educational tourism value is substantial too. Visitors come to see the
animals in these programs, as well as kangaroos and emus, living in their natural habitat. Importantly,
it is free and accessible to all. The sanctuary is usedimpl groups and junior rangers, and the many
local volunteers who give their time to work there clearly show the value of the facility and the
affection the community has for it.

Those who love the sanctuary have noted its neglect in recent years andef@med renewed
interest from Parks Victoria, but they question why the master plan proposes such significant change
to a popular and successful site. Removing grdewel bird hides, dismantling all existing fencing

and enclosures and ending captiveeding programs will fundamentally alter the sanctuary. The
wildlife will leave and the educational value will disappeand with them the visitors and volunteers.

It will become little more than an urban park on the outskirts of a growing town andspeneagay
destined for housing expansion. Parks Victoria is seeking to create a spontaneous wildlife viewing
experience and ignoring the reality that without predator fencing there will be very little wildlife left

to see. The minister must understand Isiveerely this is opposed by those who kridevendip

Nearly 14000people have signed a petition to preserve its character, and the community engagement
response was huge. These are not local objectors, nimbys opposing any development or progress, but
pele from across the region who have no-gedirest but instead value Serendip.

The action | seek from the minister is for the department to work closely with Parks Victoria to
preservethismuechoved site and to avoi d ltatibnannsgbegifemr change
genuine weight, for the opposition is not designed to frustrate management of the site but rather is in

support of what has been achieved over so many years. | urge the minister to instruct Parks Victoria

and local management to washth those who have contributed to the consultation and harness their

goodwill and energy to make the sanctuary an attraction and resource for years to come.
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DUCK HUNTING

Ms BATH (Eastern Victorip(20:26: My adjournment matter this eveningd the Minister for
Agriculture, and it relates to the reinstatement of waterfowl identification testing through the Game
Management Authority (GMA). To make sure that duck hunters have the skills to identify game and
nongame waterfowl before they goriting they are required to pass a waterfowl identification test.
The purpose of this test is to help reduce the number of protecteghmanspecies shot by duck
hunters each yearand very necessary that is. It is undertaken via afefzee capacity wit a series
of multiple choice questions based on video footage of waterfowl in flight. One of my constituents has
been attempting to complete the identification test because-hi®ith junior licence has expired.

This was, however, put on hold becaus€OVID in March this year. With no plans to reinstate the

test, apparently, this lagabiding firearm owner is unable to participate in his favourite pastime with

his father, his grandfather and his uncle. Despite contacting the GMA, he was adviseg thiéit the

not be running a course until further notice as advised by the state government. The action | seek from
the Minister for Agriculture is to work with the GMA to implement COW4Bfe tests and to enable

this young person to complete his waterfowl tifeation test as soon as possible.

Following matters incorporated pursuant to order of Council of 15 September:
HORSERACING
Dr RATNAM (Northern Metropolitan

My adjournment is for the Minister for Racing, and #wtion | seek is that the minister establishes an
independent inquiry into the death of Anthony Van Dyck

Like many Victorians, | was disturbed to see the footage last Tuesday of Anthony Van Dyck shuddering to a
halt on the reetrack, in clear distress. He suffered a fetlock bone fractueatastrophic break that causes
extreme pain and suffering. But while the humane response would have been to euthanise the racehorse on
the track, Anthony Van Dyck was removed from the racktiand euthanised elsewhere, a decision that
would have caused him unnecessary pain and suffering, in order to protect the public image of the Melbourne
Cup.

Anthony Van Dyck is the seventh horse to be killed at the Melbourne Cup in as many yearsesgtiver

tally of racehorse deaths on racetracks in Victoria. In the year from August 2019 to July 2626h8fses

were killed on Victorian tracks, suffering catastrophic injuries, including serious limb injury and head trauma.

We know horseracinglig, yet this government continues to not only allow it but promote it in Victoria. Just
a few weeks ago, we saw an attempt to permitr&€horse owners to gather together at the Cox Plate,
despite strict limitations on gatherings across the rest ofddelb. And every year the Melbourne Cup is
held again, despite growing public outcry against the cruelty inherent in the event.

The government’'s cosy relationship with the racing indu
industry—two symtbiotic industries that cause significant amounts of harm to our communities. Which leads

to events like the cup, where horses like Anthony Van Dyck are killed in the name of gambling revenue, and

where animal welfare is disregarded in order to hide thésl#adt occur on the racetrack.

Animal welfare groups, as well as a former industry veterinarian, are calling for an independent inquiry into
Ant hony Van Dyck’'s death, and the Greens are echoing th

| ask the minister to setupn i ndependent inquiry into the death of Ar
Melbourne Cup.
LIFE SKILLS EDUCATIO N
Mr GRIMLEY (Western Victoria
My adjournment matter is for the attention of the Honourable Gayle Tierney, representing the Minister of
Educaion, and it relates to the government investing in life skill programs within our education system.

Decades ago, intergenerational households and communities worked together in the care of children. There
was both the time and the opportunity for sharimgyledge and teaching life skills.

Families are now scattered throughout the country and parents working long hours and the necessity for
doubleincome households have seen children returning from school to an empty house. Suburbia is not
alwaysthehaveaf communi ty support it once was, and perhaps so
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It is shocking that:
*  Almost threequarters of millennials admit they have no idea how to change a tyre and;

e Astaggering 8@er cent of the Australian populatdmo e s n” t know how much money they
everymonth. Some§er cent don’t know what their mortgage rate

Last week, studentsinyearl at Stella Maris College in Manly, on Sydn
how to change a tyre, theost efficient way to check tyre pressure, how to best monitor oil and coolant levels

and what to do in the event of a car accident. This wa
show girls that they have the capabilities to handle singti@mselves once they are on the road, rather than

rely on someone else.

The reality is almost every child will achieve a drivers licence and these are necessary skills to support drivers.

Minister, given Australian parents want to see life skills intoed into school curriculums, including money
management, job preparation and how to complete basic domestic tasks, the action | seek is for the minister
to consider expanding the education curriculum to include life skill programs.

RESPONSES

Ms TIERNEY (Western Victoria—Minister for Training and Skills, Minister for Higher
Education (20:28: There were nine adjournment matters this evening: froradvsll to the Minister
for Disability, Ageing and Carers, Nlimbrick to the Minister foHealth, MrQuilty to the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services, Davis to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure,
Ms Maxwell to the AttorneyGeneral, DBach to the Minister for Health, Bumming to the Minister
for Veterans, MrdicArthur to theMinister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change and
Ms Bath to the Minister for Agriculture. Those matters will be referred to the relevant ministers.

| have written responses to adjournment debate matters raised Bactibon 13Dctober and
Ms Lovell on 280ctober.

The PRESIDENT: Thank you, members. The house stands adjourned.

House adjourned8.29 pm.
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Written adjournment responses

Responses have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the
appropriate ministers.

Wednesday, 1INovember2020

CovID-19
In reply to Dr BACH (Eastern Metropolitgn(13 October 2020)
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education, Minister for Mental Heg)th

I know these last few months have been difficult for everyone, no mattesitb@mstances. As Minister for
Education, | consider the wellbeing of our students and school staff my greatest responsibility. Every step of
the way we have followed and will continue to follow advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer to keep
our stools and communities safe.

| fully understand and share your concern for our students. The challenges they have faced-lisngear

with their families, teachers and scheelsave required extraordinary commitment and patience. That is why

the Andrews Lbor Government has taken steps to reduce the pressure on students and ensure that they have
the support they need.

More than 4,10@utors will be deployed across Victorian schools in 2021 to ensure no student is left behind

in the wake of the coronavirusipdemic. The $25@illion package is the single biggest boost to individual

|l earning support in Victoria's history, and will make s
disengaged gets the help they deserve. The package will support m@ed@Gtudents across the state.

The tutor workforce will be staffed by qualified teachers and by working with small groups, the tutors will be

available for every single Victorian government school, providing extra support for students whe-need it

nomatter their circumstances or background.

Our teachers have done a remarkable job this year and with the additional support of onsite tutors, these
teaching teams can ensure that students have dedicated and individualised support throughout 2021.

The Govenment has in place a roadmap for easing coronavirus (CQ®)Bestrictions in Melbourne and
regional Victoria. As you would be aware, all students have now returned to the classroom. Staff and students
will continue to be supported by a range of measimaading a COVIDSafe Plan for Schools, to help ensure

a safe learning and working environment.

In Term4, the focus for every Victorian government school will be to provide continuity in learning and
support for every student to the extent possible. fikans, schools will:

e support students’ mental health and well being
¢ identify those who need help catching up and extending those who have progressed
«  prepare for successful transitions

The Government recently announced a $28lon package ofinitiatives to ensure more students can
receive more support, including through the Navigator Program, LOOKOUT, Mental Health Practitioners
and the Mental Health in Primary Schools pilot.

In addition, the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHSharidepartment of Education and
Training (the Department) have strategies in place to ensure any potential outbreaks in schools can be quickly
controlled. Any school attended by a student or staff member while infectious will be closed. Deep cleaning,
contct tracing, and a review by DHHS staff will occur before the school is reopened.

The Government has and will continue to follow advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer to keep our
schools and the Victorian community safe.
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AGRICULTURE WORKFORC E
In reply to Ms LOVELL (Northern Victorid (28 October 2020)

Ms SYMES (Northern Victoria—Leader of the Government, Minister for Regional Development,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Resourges

The coronavirus (COVIEL9) pandemic is having significant impact on regional communities, the
agriculture industry and those seeking work. The Victorian Government recognises the shortage of workers
for this year’s seasonal harvest is one of our biggest

The Victorian Government has mada ppriority to ensure farmers can access the workers they need to get
their food to both domestic and international markets in a COVIDSafe way. We are tackling this problem
from all sides, providing extensive support to the agriculture sector to solsoraareorkers.

The Victorian Government has written to the Commonwealt
Seasonal Worker Programme and Pacific Labour Scheme. We are working closely with the Commonwealth

and other jurisdictions on requirements saglguarantine arrangements, incoming international arrival caps

and health and safety arrangements which require detailed consideration given the restrictions currently in

place for Victoria. We are supporting industry to prepare proposals to accessgtiaeng as a matter of

priority.

The Victorian Government’'s Agriculture Workforce Pl an
processing and critical food supply chain businesses in Victoria. It provides support to connect businesses

with new emplgees, a range of financial support including worker accommodation and relocation assistance,

induction and training support, and grants for businesses to implement COVID safe practices or adapt to new

ways of working.

On 17September 2020 | announced théersion of key components of the Agriculture Workforce Plan,
including using $1nillion to extend the Business Adaptation Grants for agriculture businesses to help them
meet health and safety requirements and adapt to distancing changes imposechigithie.pa

The package is also providing ffilion to address local accommodation issues and increase the supply of
safe accommodation of the seasonal workforce in key agriculture regions.

The increased support includes new Seasonal Workforce Coordinatmralerg with new Engagement
Officers, are working locally with industry groups, employers, labour hire agencies, local government and
other stakeholders to connect workers to jobs. The Engagement Officers also provide additional support to
culturally andinguistically diverse (CALD) communities, who traditionally make up a significant portion of

the seasonal agricultural workforce.

Encouraging Victorians to join the seasonal workforce for the-202Barvest is a key focus area for the
Victorian Governmetand our Working for Victoria platform is already connecting Victorians to jobs.

Around 44,50¢obseekers currently registered on the platform have flagged an interest in working in
agriculture, including 8,42feople already in regional Victoria. | encage all farmers and employers
looking for seasonal workers to register their workforce needs on the Working for Victoria platform to be
matched with jobseekers.

To support jobseekers to get ready for work in agriculture, the Victorian Government hasafuadge of
free training programs, including the Horticulture Farm Worker Induction Program and Introduction to Health
and Safety for Agriculture and Horticulture.

An advertising campaign is in the final stages of development that will encourage Nctorigin the
seasonal workforce. Additional material is also being developed to inform jobseekers about the type of work
available, along with how to secure employment, access training opportunities and be COVIDSafe at work.

The Victorian Government canties to work with industry to identify workforce needs and facilitate the safe
employment, movement and accommodation of seasonal workers for the harvest season. Directions made
with respect to seasonal horticultural work were published at 11:59pm oaySlLit@ctober 2020. The
directions include requirements for testing of workers, and creation of COVIDSafe workplaces,
accommodation and transport for seasonal horticultural workers.

The movement of seasonal workforces between states is critical to nsesasésbour demands. Victoria

does not enforce any interstate border controls and is working with other jurisdictions to ensure agricultural

workers can move across state borders to support agricultural industries, while maintaining community safety.

This includes agreeing, along with New South Wales, South Australia, Northern Territory and Australian

Capital Territory, to the Agricultural Wor ker s’ Code w
border arrangements for agricultural workers.



