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1. An Act relating to the execution of certain duties and powers of the Commissioner
and Officers of Customs
2. An Act to provide for the Payment of Judgments Decrees and Orders made in the
United Kingdom in respect of Victorian Government Stock Inscribed in the United
Kingdom ...
3. An Act to declare the Rates of Income Tax for the Year ending on the thirty-first
day of December One thousand nine hundred and one ...
4. An Act to alter the Rate of Postage on Letters received at any Post-office in Victoria
for delivery in Victoria
5. An Act to provide for the payment of Old-age Pensions •••
6. An Act to enable certain arrangements entered into by and on behalf of the
Presbyterian Churches of Victoria New South Wales Queensland South Australia
Tasmania and 'tVestern Australia for constituting one Presbyterian Church of
Australia to be carried into effect and to make provision with regard to the
Property held by or on behalf of or in connexion with the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria or by any Congregation or Body connected therewith or by any Person
for or on behalf of the said Church or any Congregation of the said Church and
for other purposes in connexion with such Church
7. An Act to provide for the Repayment of portion of an Amount to be advanced by the
State towards the Yarrowee Channel Works at Ballarat
.. ,
...
...
8. An Act relating to the condnct of the business of the Commissioners of Savings Banks
on the transfer of the Post-office to the Commonwealth
...
...
...
9. An Act relating to Stamps
10. An Act to authorize the Governor in Council to reduce the J1Jxcise Duties on Tobacco
Cigars Cigarettes Spirits and Beer ...
11. An Act to provide for the Registration of Claims for Old-age Pensions
12. An Act to amend the Railwcty Loan Act 1900 ...
13. An Act to increase the borrowing powers of the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board
of "Vorks...
...
...
...
...
...
...
...
'"
14. An Act to facilitate the holding of Elections of Senators for Victoria of the Senate of
the Parliament of the Commonwealth
15. An Act relating to Elections for the Legislative Assembly during the year One
thousand nine hundred and one
...
...
'"
...
...
'"
16. An Act to enable the Government of Victoria to join with certain other Governments
in the Cost of the Construction and Maintenance of a Cable across the Pacific
Ocean and for purposes consequent upon and incidental to such objects ...
17. An Act to further amend. the Health Act 1890 ...
18. An Act to amend the Voting by Post Act 1900 ...
19. An Act to further amend the Land Acts and for other purposes
20. An Act providing for the Reclassification of the Public Service and for other purposes
21. An Act to amend the Savings Banks Acts
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PROVINCE.

Northern.
Abbott, J. H.
Austin, Sidney
... South-Western.
... South-Eastern.
BalfQur, James
Bell, James
North -Western.
Brown, Frederick
... North-Eastern.
Brunton, Thomas
Southern.
Campbell, J. C.
South-Eastern.
Clarke, Sir R. T. H., Bart. Southern.
Comrie, Thomas
... North-Western.
Cooke, S. W.
Western.
Crooke, E. J.
Gippsland.
Cuthbert, Sir Henry
Wellington.
Davies, J. M.
Melbourne.
Dowling, Thomas ...
Nelson.
Embling, W. H.
.., North Central.
North Central.
FitzGerald, Nicholas
South Yarra.
Fraser, Simon
South Yarra.
Godfrey, George
... North Yarra.
Grimwade, F. S.
... Melbourne.
Ham, C. J . ...
Ham, pavid
... Wellington.
South-Western.
Harwood, T. C.
... Gippsland.
Hoddinott, Joseph
... South-Eastern.
Knox, William

COUNCIL.
PROVINCE.

NAJlIE.

Levi, Nathaniel
McCulloch, William
MoDonald, J. Y.
Mel ville, Donald
Miller, Edward
Morey, Edward
Osmand, W. H. S ....
Pearson, 'William
Phillips, Pharez
Pitt, William
Pratt, J. M.
Reid, Robert
Sachse, A. O.
Sargood, Sir F. T ....
Simmie, George
Snowden, ~ir Arthur
Sternberg, Joseph ...
Thornley, Nathan ...
Wallace, J. A.
Williamson, Samuel
'Winter-Irving, W. I.
Wrixon, Sir H. J. ..
Wynne, Agar
Zeal, Sir W. A.

. ..
'"
...
. ..
...
...
. ..
...
'"
...
...

...

North Yarra.
Gippsland.
Wellington.
Southern.
South Yarra.
Wellington.
Nelson.
Gippsland.
North-Western.
North Yarra.
North-Western.
Melbourne.
North-Eastern.
South Yarra.
Northern.
Melb<mrne.
Northern.
Western.
North-Eastern.
Nelson .
Northern.
South-vVestern.
Western.
North Central.
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On,URMAN OF COMMITTE;ES: THE HON. FREDERICK BROWN.

LEG I S LA T lVE
NAME.

Anderson, John
Andrews, C. L.
Argyle, R. 1.
Bailes, A. S.
Barbour, R. T.
Beazley, W. D.
Bennett, G. H.
Bent, Thomas
Best, R. W.
Billson, J. W.
Bowser, John
Bromley, F. H.
Brown, J. T.
Burton, J. B.
Cameron, Ewen
Cameron, E. H.
Chirnside, J. P.
Craven, A. "Y.
. Downward, Alfred
Duffus, J. F.
Duffy, J. G.
Duggan, D. J.
Dyer, J. H.
Findley, Edward
Fink, Theodore
Forrest, C. L.
Foster, Henry
Gair, M. J. S.
Gillies, Duncan
Gillott, Samuel
Graham, George
Grose, W. B. '"
Gurr, William
Harris, Albert
Harris, Joseph
Hennessy, D. V.
Holden, G. F.
Irvine, 'W. H.
Isaacs, I. A.
Isaacs, J. A.
Keast, W. S.
Kennedy, Thomas
Kerr, David
Kirton, J. W.
Langdon, Thomas
Lawson, H. S. W.

AS S E MB L Y.

SPEAKER: MR.

DISTRICT.

NAME.

DISTRICT.

Lazarus, D. B. '
. .. Sandhurst.
Levien, J. F.
. .. Earwon.
McArthur, Campbell Villiers and Heytesbury.
McBride, Peter
... Kara Kara.
McColl, J. H.
... Gunbower.
McGregor, Robert ... Ballarat East.
McInerney, T. P. ... Delatite.
McIntyre, Sir John ... Maldon .
McKenzie, M. K. .., Anglesey.
Mackinnon, Donald .. : Prahran.
McLean, Allan
... Gipp"lancl North .
... Daylesforcl.
McLeod, Donald
... Eastern Suburbs.
Madden, Frank
Maloney, William . .. Melbourne West.
... Gippsland South.
Mason, F. C .
... Rodney.
Mason, J. W.
... Footscray.
Mauger, Samuel
. .. East Bourke Boroughs.
Methven, David
. .. Rodney.
Morrissey, John
. .. vYarrnambool.
Murray, John
. .. Gippsland West.
Nichols, Arthur
. .. Ripon and Hampden.
Oman, D. S.
... Mandurang.
O'Neill, Richard
... Maryborough.
Outtrim, A. R.
... Clunes and Allandale.
Peacock, A. J.
Prendergast, G. M .... Melbourne North.
Ramsay, Alexander ... Williamstown.
Reay, "Y. T.
... EaRt Bourke Boroughs.
Robinson, Arthur ... Dundas.
Sadler, J. T.
. .. Grenville.
Salmon, C. C.
... 'falbot and Avoca.
. .. Port Melbourne.
Sangster, George
... Normanby.
Shiels, William
... Emerald Hill.
Smith, Thomas
... vYinc1ermere.
Spiers, J. P. ...
Stanley, Robert
'" Horsham.
. .. Bourke West.
Staughton, S. T.
. .. Sandhurst South.
Sterry, D. C.
... Donald and Swan Hill.
Taverner, J. 'V.
... Ararat.
Toutcher, R. F.
. .. Richmond.
Trenwith, \Y. A.
. .. Melbourne South.
Tucker, J. B.
Turner, Sir George ... St. Kilda.
. .. Ballarat West.
Vale, R. T.
. .. Essendon and Flemington.
Warde, E. C.
... Albert Park.
White, J. S.
. .. Collingwood.
Wilkins, Edgar
. .. Castlemaine.
Williams, E. D.
... Eaglehawk.
Williams, H. R.

... Melbourne East.
. .. Geelong.
... Kyneton.
. .. Sandhurst.
... Hawthorn.
... Collingwood.
... Richmond.
... Brighton.
... Fitzroy.
... Fitzroy.
... Wangaratta and Rutherglen.
... Carlton.
... Shepparton and Euroa.
... Stawell.
... Portland.
... Evelyn.
... Grant.
... Benambra.
... Mornington.
. .. Port Fairy.
. .. Kilmore, Dalhousie, and
Lancefield.
... Dunolly.
... Borung.
... Melbourne.
... J olimont and West Richmond.
... Polwarth.
... Gippsland East.
... Bourke East.
... Toorak.
... Melbourne I~ast,
... Numurkah and Nathalia.
... Creswick.
... Geelong.
.,. Gippsland Central.
... South Yarra.
... Carlton South.
... \Varrenheip.
.,. Lowan.
... Bogong.
... Ovens.
. .. Dandenong and Berwick.
... Bcnalla and Yarrawonga.
... Grenville.
. .. Ballarat West.
... Korong.
. .. Castlemaine.
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CHAIR~A!S' OF COMMITTEES:

MASON.

MR. W. D.

BEAz~Er.

tQ[he <!tabintt.

AT THE OPENING OF THE SESSION.
TilE HON. ALLAN McLEAN.
PREMIER AND CHIEF SECRETARY
TREASURER ...
'V ILLIAM SHIELS.
ATTORNEY ·GENERAL
W. H. IRVINE.
SOLICITOR· GENERAL
J. M. DAVIES, M.L.C.
MINISTER OF MINES AND WATER S lJPPL Y }
AND MINISTER OF RAILWAYS, AND A
A. R. OUTTRIM.
. VICE· PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF
"
LAND AND \VORKS
...
...
. ..
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND MINISTER}
OF PUBLIC WORKS, AND A VICE·
GEORGE GRAHAM.
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF LAND
...
...
...
...
AND WORKS
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF LAND AND}
WORKS AND COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
J. H. McCOLL.
"
'"
...
LANDS AND SURVEY...
MINISTER OF DEFENCE AND MINISTER OF}
DONALD
MELVILLE,
HEALTH, AND A VICE· PRESIDENT OF
"
M.L.C.
THE BOARD OF LAND AND WORKS
...
MINISTER OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION AND}
COMMISSIONER OF TRADE AND CUS·
C. C. SALMON.
"
...
TOMS
POSTMASTER·GENERAL *
MINISTER WITHOUT OFFICE
JAMES BALFOUR, M.L.U.
* Mr. W. A. Watt resigned the office of Postmaster·General on November 5, 1900.

FROM NOVEMBER 19, 1900.
PREMIER, TREASURER, AND COMMISSIONER }THE RIGHT HON. SIR GEORGE
...
...
TURNER.
OF TRADE AND CUSTOMS
ATTORNEY·GENERAL
... THE HON. 1. A. ISAACS.
CHIEF SECRETARY AND MINISTER OF}
LABOUR ...
...
"
A. J. PEACOCK.
SOLICITOR· GENERAL ...
AGAR WYNNE, M.L.C.
"
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, MINISTER OF}
WILLIAM McCULLOCH,
HEALTH, AND A VICE. PRESIDENT OF
M.L.C.
THE BOARD OF LAND AND '''ORKS
...
MINISTER. OF PUBLIC '''ORKS, MINISTER OF}
RAILWAYS, AND A VIUE·PRESIDENT OF
THE BOARD OF LAND AND WORKS
...
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF LAND AND}
WORKS AND COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
..
...
LANDS AND SURVEY...
MINISTER OF MINES AND WATER SUPPLY
POSTMASTER·GENERAL AND MINISTE R OF}
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
.. .

MINISTERS WITHOUT OFFICE

... {

W. A. TRENWITH.
JOHN MORRISSEY.

"
"
"
"
"
"
"

D. J. DUGGAN.
J. B. BURTON.
\VILLIAM GURR.
E. J. CROOKE, M.L.C.
PHAREZ PHILLIPS,M.L.C.
SAMUEL GILLOTT.
ROBERT McGREGOR.

V I C TOR I

LEGISLATIVE
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Tuesday, November 13, 1900.
~

The Eighteenth Victorian Parliament
was opened this d!1y by Commission. The
Commissioners appointed by Hid Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor for the
purpose were Their Honours Mr. Justice
a'Beckett and Mr. Justice Hodges.
At twelve o'clock noon, the Clerk of the
Parliaments (Mr. G. H. Jenkins, C.M.G.)
read the following
PROCLAMATION
"By His Excellency the Honorable Sir
John Madden, Knight Commander of
the Most Distinguished Order of
Saint Michael and Saint George,
Lieutenant-Governor of the Colony
of Victoria and its Dependencies,
&c., &c., &c.
"'VHlmEAS by the Constitution Act it was
amongst other things enacted that it
should be lawful for the Governor to fix
such places within Victoria, and, subject
to the limitation therein contained, such
times for holding the first and every other
session of the Council and Assembly, and
to vary and alter the same respectively in
such manner as he might think fit; and
also from time to time to prorogue the
said Council and Assembly, and to dissol ve
the said Assembly, by Proclamation or
otherwise, whenever he should deem it
expedient: And whereas the said Council
and Assembly are called' The Parliament

Second Session 1900.-[1]

~-\.

of Victoria,' and it is expedient to fix:
the time for holding the next session
thereof: Now therefore I, the Lieutenant-Governor of Vi0toria, in exercise
of the power conferred by the said
Act, do by this my Proclamation fix.
Tuesday, the thirteenth day of November instant, as the time for the
commencement and holding of the next
session of the said Council and Assembly, called 'The Parliament of Victoria,' for the despatch of business, at
twelve of the clock at noon, in theParliament Houses, situate in Parliament-place, Spring-street, in the city of
Melbourne: And the Honorable the Mem·
bel'S of the Legislative Council and theMembers of the Legislative Assembly
are hereby required to give their attendance at the said time and place accordingly.
"Given under my hand and the seal ofthe colony, at Melbourne, this fifth day
of November, in the year of our Lord One
thousand nine hundred, and in the sixtyfourth year of Her Majesty's reign.
"JOHN MADDEN.
"By His Excellency'S command,

"A. McLEAN ..
"GOD

SAVE 'l'HE QUEEN 1."-

rrhe Commissioners immediately afterwards entered the chamber, and directed
that the attendance of the members of
the Legislative Assembly should be Y.equested.

2

Swearing of

[ASSEMBL Y.l

The members of the Assembly having
appeared at the Bar,
Mr. JUSTICEA'BECKETT said-Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council and Gentlemen of the Legislative
Assembly, His Exeellency the LieutenantGovernor, not thinking fit to be present in
person this day, has been pleased to cause
letters patent to issue, under the seal of
the colony, constituting us his Commissioners, to do in his name all that is necessary to be performed in this Parliament.
This will more fully appear from the
letters patent which will now be read by
the Clerk of the Parliaments.
The letters patent having been read by
the Clerk of the Parliaments,
Mr. JUSTICE A'BECKETT said-Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Conn·cil and Gentlemen of the Legislative
Assembly, we ha"e it in command from
His Excellency to let YOll kllow that on a
future day, of which due notice will be
given, His Excellency will declare to yOll
in perSOll in this place the causes of his
calling this Parliament together; and,
Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly,
,as it is necessary before you proceed to
the despatch of business that a Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly be chosen,
His Excellency requests that you, in your
chamber, will proceed to the choice of a
propel' persoll to be Speaker.
The members of the Legislative Assembly then withdrew.
At fifteen minutes past twelve o'clock
the PRESlDEN'l' took the chair, and read
the prayer.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEB movedThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
two o'clock on the following day.

He said that His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor would attend on· the
following day for the purpose of opening
Parliament.
The mot.ion was agreed to.
rrhe House adjourned at sixteen minutes past twel ve o'clock, until the following day.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesdcty, .NovembeT 13, 1900.
Proceedings commenced at noon by the
Clerk of the Assembly (Mr. W. V. Robinson, C.M.G.) reading the LieutenantGovernor's proclamation convoking Parliament for Tuesday, November 13, at
twelve o'clock noon.

]fernbers.

1'he Usher of the Legislative Council
then appeared at the Bar, and intimated
that the Commissioners appointed by the
Lieutenant-Governor to open Parliament
requested the attendance of members of
the Legislative Assembly in the chamber
of the Legislative Council.
The members present, accompanied by
the chief officers of the House, at once proceeded thither. On their return the Commissioners-1'heil' Honours Mr. Justice
a'Beckett and Mr. Justice Hodges-were
introduced, the former taking his seat in
the Speaker's chair.
1'he letters patent appointing Mr. Justice
a'Beckett to administer the oath of allegiance were then read.
The CLERK intimated that he had received 84 writs issued by His Excellency
the Lieutenant-Governor for the election
of members to serve in the Legislative
Assembly for the several electoral districts
of the colony, with the names of the
members elected duly indorsed thereon.
The members present were then 8,,,"o1'n,
3S follows : J. S. 'White
Albert Park
M. K. McKenzie
Anglesey ...
Robert McGregor
Ballarat East
Ballarat vVest ... { ~. ;~: ~~~~on
Ba1'won
J. F. Levien
Benalla and Yarra-} Th ornas K eane d y
wonga ...
...
Benambra
A. VV. Craven
Bogong
I. A. Isaacs
J'. H. Dyer
Borung
Bourke East
M. J. S. Gail'
Bourke 'Vest
S. T. Stanghton
Bright,on .,.
Thomas Bent
Carlton
F. H. Bromley
Carlton South
D. V. Hennessy
H. S. VV. Lawson
... { E. D. ·Williams
Castlemaine
Clunes and Allan-l
dale
... A. J. Peacock
f Edgar Wilkins
Collingwood
... ) W. D. Beazley
Dandenong
and t
... J W .S. Kea:s&~
Berwick
Donald McLeod
Daylesford
T. P. McInerney
Delatite ...
Donald and
Sw~:~ } J. vV. Taverner

r

Hi1l

Arthur Robinson
Dundas
D. J. Duggan
Dunolly
H. R. Williams
Eaglehawk
East Bourke Bor- {DaVid Methven
... v\T. T. Reay
oughs ...

SUJea1'ing of Members.
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Eastern Suburbs ... Frank Madden
Emerald Hill
Thomas Smith
Essendon
and
Flem1:;1
C• W at'd e
•
1'-,.
.ll1gton ...
... }
Evelyn
E. H. Came rOll
J. :W. Billson
Fitzroy
{ R. W . Best
Footsoray...
Samuel Mauger
G 1
f'Villiam Gurr
ee ong ...
c. L. Andrews
Gippsland Central Albert Harris
Gippsland East .... H(:'llry Foster
Gippsland North... Allan McLean
Gippsland South... F. C. Mason
Gippsland 'Vest
Arthur Nichols
Grant
.J. P. Uhirnside
f J. T. Sadler
Grenville ...
... l Da vid Kerr
Gllnbower
J. H. McOoll
Hawthorn
R. T. Barbour
Horsham ...
Robert Stanley
J olimont and vVest } TI d
F' 1
Richmond
...
leo ore III \:
Kara Kara
Peter McBride
Kilmore, DalhOusie,} J G D ff
and Lancefield...
. . u y
Korong
Thomas Langdon
KYlleton ...
R. r. Argyle
Lowan
'V. H. Irvine
Maldon
John McIntyre
MandllralJO'
Richard O'Neill
M~ryborol;h
A. R. Outtrim
Melbourne
Edward Findley
JSamuel Gillott
Melbourne East
l John Anderson
Melbourne North... G. M. Prendergast
Melbourne South... J. B. Tucker
Melbourne West... 'Villiam Maloney
Mornington
Alfred Downward
N ormanby
vVilliam Shiels
Numurkah and Na-} G
G I
thalia .. .
.. .
eorge ra lam
Ovens
J. A. Isaacs
Pol warth ...
C. L. Forrest
Port Fairy
J. F. Duffus
Port Melbourne
George Sangster
Portland ...
Ewen Cameron
Prahran ...
Donald Mackinnon
·
d
J G. H. Bennett
R lChmon
... l1:XT
"Y. A. T ren\\'1.·tl1
Ripon and Hampden D. S. Oman
J. VV. Mason
Rodney ...
... { J oh n lliornssey
~,r
.
Sandhurst
D. R. Lazarus
Sandhurst South... D. C. Sterry
South Yarra
Joseph Harris
St. Kilda ...
George Turner
Stawell
J. B. Burton
Talbot and Avoca
C. C. Salmon
Toorak
Duncan Gillies

l

00'
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MAth
Villiers
. and Heytes- } 0.'amp b eII
_c..r ur
b Uly......
Wangaratta
and} J oh n .B Qwser
Rntherglen
.. ,
'Varrenheip
G. F. Holden
Warrnat.'llbool
John Murray
'ViIliamstown
Alexander Ramsay
On the completion of the ceremony of
swearing members, the Commissioners
retired.
ELECTION OF SPEAKER.
Mr. E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn) addressing the Olerk of the Assembly, saidMr. Robinson, I have much pleasure in
proposing that Francis Conway Mason
do take the chair as the Speaker of this
House. It is not necessary for me to S,ty
anything in scpport of the re-election of
Mr. Mason to the high office of Speaker.
He has been for a great many years a
member of this Honse. For many years
he occupied the position of Chairman of
Oommittees, and during the currency of
the last Parliament he filled the chair of
Speaker. I am sure that he has given
satisfaction during all those years, and he
has al ways acted impartially and straightforwardly as Speaker of this House. I do
not desire to detain the Honse in saying
anything more, and will conLent myself
with moving the resolution.
Mr. TREN'VITH.-Mr. Robinson, I
have very great pleasure in seconding
the resolution just proposed by the honorable member for Evelyn. It is uimecessary
to say anything in praise of the conduct
of the business of the House bv our late
Speaker, Mr. Mason. As has be~n pointed
out by the mover of the motion, Mr. Mason
was for some years Chairman of Committees, and it was so generally acknowledged that his fulfilment of the duties of
that office \yere satisfactory, his technical
knowledge appeared to be so unlimited,
and his decisions were so prompt, and so
invariably secmed the respect of the
House, that he was subsequently elected
without opposition to the honorable
position of Speaker. I have very great
pleasllre in seconding the resolution that
he be again elected to the position.
Mr. F. C. MASON -Ml'. Robinson, I
beg most respeotfully to submit myself to
the pleasure of the House. If honorable
members are pleased to do me the honour
of electing me to the position of Speaker,
they can depend upon it that I shall
endeavour, so far as I am able, to give
satisfaction to the Honse, and to those

4
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outside whom we have the honour to
represent in this Chamber.
There being no other nomination, Mr.
Mason was then conducted by his proposer and seconder to the chair, on reaching which,
The SPEAKER said-I have to return
my most respectful and grateful thanks
to the House for having done me the honour, for the second time, of electing me
unanimously to the high office of Speaker
of this House. I can assure honorable
members that I shall strive, so far as my
ability enables me to do 80, to carry out
the duties of that office with honour,
and I trust with satisfaction to the
members of this Chamber and the community generally. I Imvw that I can
depend upon the assistance of every
member of this House, while it will be
my aim and pleasure to perform my duties
to their satisfaction, and to aid and assist
them, particularly those who have come
here as new members, in every way I can.
The House can depend upon it that I will
justly, honestly, and impartially carry
out the duties appertaining to my high
office.
Mr. McLEAN.-I desire to congratulate
you, Mr. Speaker, very sincerely on your
re-election to the high and honorable
position of Speaker of this House. I
sincerely trust, sir, that your term of
office may prove agreeable to yourself and .
be conducive to the smooth and satisfactory disr.harge of the business of this
Chamber.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I have to
offer you, sir, the hearty good wishes of
honorable members on your re-election to
the position yon now occupy. 'Ve sincerely
hope and trust that your healt.h may me
such that you will be spared to carryon
the very onerous duties which will rest
upon you ;" and, from the experience of the
past three years, we are certain that you
will deal impartially with both sides of
the House, and bring your know ledge of
constitutional matters to the assistance of
honorable memlJers.
Mr. GILLIES.-Perhaps I also may be
permitted, sir, to congratulate you on
your re-election to the posi tion of Speaker.
I am sure you will perform the duties of
that office, high and responsible as they
are, in a manner consistent with the
dignity of the House and your long experience, and I am snre that the House
will have reason to be satisfied with what
it has done.

Mr. TRENWITH.-I have already in
the House expressed my appreciation, Mr.
Speaker, of the manner in which you in
the past have performed your duties.
I have great pleasure in expressing the
hope that the Parliament over which you
are now to preside will have every reason
to be satisfied, and that the whole of the
sittings under your presidency will be as
successful and satisfactory as has been the
case in previous Parliaments.
Mr. McLEAN movedThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
to-morrow, at two o'clock.

The motion was agreed to, and the
House adjourned at one o'clock, until two
o'clock on the following day. .

LEGISLATIVE

COUNCIL.

Wednesday, November 14, 1900.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at five
minutes to two o'clock p.m.
THE

LIEUTENAN~GOVERNOR~

SPEECH.
At two o'clock p.m. the Usher announced the approach of His Excellency
the Lieutenant-Governor, and immediately afterwards His Excellency entered
the chamber, attended by his suite.
The members of the Legislative Assembly having been summoned,
His EXCELLENCY addressed the following speech to both Houses of Pal'liamellt:"MR. PRESIDEN'l' AND HONORABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLA'l'IVE COUNCIL:
"MR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:
"I avail myself of the earliest opportunity, after the return of the writs for
the general election, of having your advice
and assistance in certain matters of importance which require immediate attention.
"A Bill to confer the franchise on
women, which has been before you on
many previous occasions, will be at once
submitted to you, in the hope that the
adultlpopulation of Victoria, without distinction of sex, may be entitled, as in
South Australia and vVestern Australia,

The Lieut.-Govern01·'s Speech.

[14 Nov., 1900.]

to take part in the forthcoming federal
elections.
"Legislation is urgently needed in order
to retain the manee farmers on their
holdings. A Bill designed to effect this
object will be forthwith submitted to you,
and provision will also be made in it for·
creating a 4th class for the poorer lands
of the colony, liberalizing the village settlement conditions, and simplifying and
expediting the work of the Lands department.
"A scheme for the establishment of a
provision for old age has, after careful
consideration, been prepared by my
ad visers, and will be laid before you without delay.
" The reclassification of the public servants in those departments of the State
which are to be transferred to the Federal
Government is a subject of urgency, and
a measure dealing with this matter will
be presented for your early consideration.
"The Royal commission appointed to
consider the quest-ion of religious instruction in State schools having prepared a
series of lessons, my advisers will, in accordance with the resolution of the Legislative Assembly, submit to you a Bill to
authorize the reference of the question to
a direct vote of the people.
" The revenue is, I am happy to inform
you, showing signs of healthy expansion;
,and it is the intention of my advisers, in
pursuance of their promise to Parliament,
to bring in a Bill for establishing the
penny post before the Commonwealth is
inaugurated on the 1st January, 1901.
" In view of the advent of federation,
my advisers will submit a measure providing for a rednction ill the emoluments
of the representative of Her Majesty in
Victoria.
"I beg to express the earnest hope that
your labours may tend to the welfare and
happiness of the people."
Copies of the speech were then handed
by the Lieutenant-Governor's private
secretary to the President and to the
Speaker.
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His Excellency and suite then withdrew,
and the members of the Assembly also
left the chamber.
The PItESIDENT (Sir 'N. A. Zeal,
K.C.M.G.) took the chair at twenty
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read
the prayer.
INSOLVENCY LAW· FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
1'he Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved for
leave to introduce a Bill to further amend
the law relating to insolvency.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
THE LIEUTEN ANT-GOVERNOR'S
SPEECH.
ADDRESS IN REPLY.

The House proceeded to the consideration of the speech delivered by His
Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to
both Houses of Parliament.
The Hon. F. S. GRIMWADE movedThat a committee be appointed to prepare an
a.ddress to His Excellency the LieutenantGovernor, in reply to His Exeellency's opening
speech, such committee to consist of the Honorables J. H. Abbott, F. S. Grimwade, T. C.
Harwood, W. Knox, E. Morey, G. Simmie, and
Sir Arthur Snowden.

The Hon. 'V. KNOX seconded the
motion, which was agreed to.
The committee retired, and were absent
some time.
On their return, they brought up the
following address in reply :To His Excellency the Honorable Sir John
Madden, Knight Commander of the Most
Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St.
George, Lieutenant-Governor of the Colony
of Victoria and its Dependencies, &c., &c.,
&c.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY-

"r

e, the Legislative Council of Victoria, in
Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to
thank Your Excellency for the gracious speech
which you have been pleased to address to
Parliament.

The Hon. F. S. GRIM'V ADE moved the
He
adoption of the address in reply.
s::tid-It is a great many years since we
had so short a speech at the opening of
Parliament as the one which has been
addressed to us on this occasi()n by the
Lieutenant-Governor, but I think that
that is rather a good thing, because
this session mnst necessarily be one of
very brief duration. 'Ve are now in the
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month of November, and honorable members all know from previous experience
h(i)\v undesirable it is, both for themselves
and for the coun try, for Parliament to ha ve a
summer session. 'Ve have very' important
and responsible duties ahead of us. It
will very soon be incumbent on honorable
members to take their part in ushering in
the Commonwealth of Australia.
It will
be a great day for Australia when it takes
its place amongst the nations. Honorable
members of this House, as well as the
whole community, will have to join in
welcoming to these shores rrheir Royal
Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of
York. I do not want to take up the time
of honorable members at undue length,
but I would take this opportunity of saying that we all appreciate very highly the
great consider~tion that has been shown
to ns by Her Most Gracious Majesty the
Queen in consenting to the visit to Australia of her grandson and his wife.
I am quite sure we shall give Their Royal
Highnesses a most hearty and earnest
welcome, and at the same time, while we
are welcoming them, and doing all that
we can to make the most of our colony,
although they must some day be King
and Queen of our country, we shaH pray
God that theil' elevation to the throne
may be delayed for many years to come.
In the first portion of the Governor's
speech we are promised a Bill to confer
the franchise on women---,-the measure
which has been before us on many previous occasions. "Vel1, we have just had
an election of the Legislative Assembly,
and there is no doubt that on the q nestion of women's suffrage, as far as that
question has gone to the country-and I
think it has gone very fairly and weHthere is an immense majority retnrned to
another place in favour of conferring the
frarwhise on women.
The Hon. N. LEvI.-That could not be
told . .
The Hon. F. S. GRnnVADE.-",-'Vell,
at all eYellts, when the question comes
before us, I believe this House, which
does not know either the one side of
politics 01' the other, will give the matter
very serious consideration.
I am quite
sure that this Honse wi11, in the future,
as in the past, do its duty, and df) what it
believes to be right. As far as I am concerned, I am in favour of the extension of
the franchise to women.
In the next
paragraph of the Governor's speech we
are told that legislation is needed to
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retain the malIee farmers 011 their holdings,
and that a Bill to effect that object will
be submitted to Parliament. We are
further il1'formed that provision will be
lnade in that 111eaSn1'e for creating a 4th
class fo1' the poorer lands of the colony,
and for liberalizing the village settlement
conditions, and simplifying and expediting
the work of the Lands department.
Now, it Was only on the 1st of February
this year that a m'easure was passed to
amend the Land Act.
That Bill was
brought in on the last day of the session,
so that here is another proof, if proof
were needed, of how il-'ladvisable it is to
submit sueh an important measure on the
last day of the session. No sooner was
that amending Act passed than the
Government pointed out the need of its
amendment, and thus we go on year
after year passing hasty legislation, and
loading up the statute-book ,vith amendmehts of Act!;l. This clearly shows that
an important measnre lilie a Bill for
amending the Land Act should not be
left until the last day of the session.
There is no doubt that the settlers who
have gone into the mallee country to
work, and make homes for themselves
and their families, deBeI've every possible
consideration.
In February last this
House did me the great distinctiOlJ. of
electing rue to the Railways Standing
Committee. Silice then I have travelled
many hundreds of miles in the mallee
country, and the more I see of that part
of the colony the more I am convinced
that those farmers who are prepared to
take their little capital and their families
into the mallee are very brave men, and.
deserve every possible consideration that
the Government can give them. 'Vhile
I saw a great many thousands of
acres of splendid land in the manee
country, I also saw a great deal of land
on wbich I should be very sorry to have
to li\·e myself. I think it is only a reasonable and proper thing to propose a 4th
class. The Act passed in February last
fixed three classes of land - the 1st at
20s. per acre, the 2nd at 15s. per acre,
and the 3rd at lOs. per acre. In .the Bill
now promi:::;ed it is proposed to provide for
the creation of a 4th class. 'Yhen that
measure comes before the Council I think
it s~ollld be very seriously considered. I
have no donbt it will receive earnest consideration in this House; and I can assure
honorable members that, if they want
to keep settlement in the mallee, it is
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{mperative on Parliament to extend every
possible consideration to the mallee settlers
when dealing with the ma11ee lands. The
next subject alluded to in the LieutenantGovernor's speech is a scheme for the
establishment of old-age pensions. 'J.'his
has been promised in three Governors'
speeches. It is a most important subject,
and is now engaging the attention of the
Vol hole civilized world.
Several countries
in Europe have passed, or are passing,
Acts establishing old-age pensions. Denmark has already passed snch an Act;
Germany is passing one; France is about
to pass one; and in Italy they are passing
one; but all the old-age pension schemes
on. the continent differ somewhat from the
measures proposed in these colonies, and
also from the Act passed in New Zealand,
because, not only have the employes to
contribute to a fund for old-age pensions
when they are working, but also their employers. That involves a very important
question.
In this colony the employers
have resented any proposal for the payment
on their part of contributions towards oldage pensions. That was clearly shown some
fifteen months ago, when the then Premier introduced a most reasonable and
humane old-age pensions scheme. The
right honorable gentleman spoke extremely well on the subject in plctGing the
facts before the Legislati've Assembly, and
his scheme appeared to me to be a mOl'lt
wise, able, and humane one.
Sir HENRY "VRlxo~.- What was it ~
1'he ROn. F. S. GRIMW AD-E.-'I am
alluding to the old-age pensions scheme
introduced by the Hight Honorable Sir
George Turner in August of last year.
In my opinion, it was a very able scheme.
The Hon. R REm.-But he did not
provide the money.
The Hon. F. S. GRIMW ADE.-He did.
Part of the money was to be provided by
an extension of the incid811ce of the income tax. That would have given him a
very large proportion of the money required for old-age pensions. But directly
Sir George 'rurner laid his scheme before'
the Legislative Assembly, and pl'Oposed to
get the money in that way, a certain
section of the community-the 'J.'radcs
Hall section-objected to it so strongly
that the right honorable gentleman
dropped his proposal Eke a hot potato,
after having made a most extended and
searching inquiry into the subject, and
spen t some hours in explaining his measure
to the Legislative Assembly. When the
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right honorable gentleman found how unpopular was his scheme, ber-ause he asked
those who were to benefit from it to contribute in a small degree towards the cost,
he instantly dropped it, and has never
referred to it since, I believe. While I
quite admit that there ought to be an oldage pensions scheme, so that those who
have gone under in the struggle for life
may have some means of subsistence, and
while I entirely agree that those of llS·
who are more fortunate onght to help
those who are less fortunate, I nevertheless
think that it will be quite impossible forthe Government to satisfactorily introduceand carry such a scheme as they proposein the fe\\' weeks that this session is to·
last. I shall be very glad, of course, if
they can do it. But there is another
point to consider. We find that the oldage pensions scheme is in the air everywhere. It has been passed in New Zealand
and in South Australia, and now a Bill is·
before the Legislative Assembly of New
South Wales. 'l'hat, perhaps, is the most
generous measure in the whole world,
because it propo8es that everybody in
New South "Vales ove'r 60 years of age'
is to be en ti tIed to lOs. per week. Tha t .
scheme will cost a great deal of money.
The Premier of New South "Vales candidly
stated in his second-reading speech that
he did not know how mnch it might cost.
The cost may be half a million Ot··
a million sterling per annum.
The
scheme submitted to the Legislative··
Assembly of Victoria last year pro-posed the payment of 7s. per week,
the scheme passed in New Zealand gives
7s. per week; and thus there is the possibility that we may have some states
paying 7s. per week, others lOs. per week,
and smaller and less wealthy states perhaps nothing at all. Now, I think that
will be a very bad commencement for this·
most important scheme, and I feel that it·
would be very much better to leave the
Il1atter to the Federal Government. I do
not want to delay the passing of an old-age
pensions scheme in Victoria, because old
people in this colony who have He means of
subsistence are taken up and sent to gaol,
and that is "ery objectionable.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-They are not
sent to gaol now, I think.
The Hon. F. S. GRIMWADE.-W·ell,
they have been sent to gaol in times past,
at any rate.
'fhe HOll. J. M. DAVIEs.-And they are
sent to gaol r.ow.
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The Hon. F. S. GRUnVADE.-Yes, I
believe they are sent to gaol now. They
are not sent to gaol as criminals, but, I
believe, many poor people have been
remanded to gao] as to a lodging-house,
and although they have not gone there
as criminals, still they have the stigma
attached to them of having been sent to
gaol.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-There is a
provision under which the magistrates can
order a policeman to find accommodation
for such persons in a lodging-house, until
the Premier finds another place for them.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES. - Many
people are still sent to prison for having
no visible means of support, and they are
afterwards taken out of the gaols and sent
to other institutions at the Government
€xpense.
The HOll. F. S. GIUMvVADE.-Well,
I think the way the law at present stands
is very unsatisfactory indeed, and that it
would be a 1110st admirable thing to cuact
.an old-age pensions scheme. I feel that
it is Ollr duty to do so; but, at the same
time, I think it would be mnch better if it
was done by the Federal Government, so
that we would have the same old-age
pensions scheme throughout the six different states that will constitute the
'Commonwealth. I sincerely hope that
that course will be taken. I deprecate
delay in the establishment of an old-age
pensions scheme, becanse the poor people
ought to be provided for as SOOl1 as possible. But J do not think there need be
much delay through leaving the matter
for the Federal Parliament to deal with.
It should be one of the first legislative enactments the Federal Government
pass. Both sections of the press had most
able and temperate articles on this oldage pensions question in their issues of
yesterday, and although they arrived at
diametrically opposite conclusions, both
leaders were well wOl'threading. They both
expressed sentiments that I believe we all
feel as to the desirability of establishing,
as soon as possible, some scheme for providillg to a moderate extent for the aged
poor in our midst, who, through 110 crime
or fault of their own, find themselves
in a position of destitution, and I
hope that something will be clone for
them by the Federal Government at the
very earliest possihle stage. W· e are
told in the Governor's speech that
the reclassification of the public servants
in tho::;e departments of the State which
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are to be transferred to the Federal
Government is a subject of urgency, and
that a measure dealing with the matter
will be presented for onr early consideration. Well, there is no doubt, whatever
else is left undone, that will have to be
done. The question will have to be considered, and an Act passed dealing with
the matter. I quite sympathize with the
report of the Hoyal commission that was
appointed to consider the question of
religious instruction in State schools,
although I know that many honorable
membel's do not. I should like to see
provision made for the use in our State
80h00ls of the series of lessons the commission agreed to, but I fail to see why the
Government propose to submit to Parliament a Bill to authorize the reference
of the question to a direct vote of the
people. There is no lleed of a referendum
on the su bject. For my own part, I
have no sympathy with either a referendum or a convention, or anything of that
sort. I think that the Government of
the day should be quite strong enongh to
ascertain the will of the people on the
subject, and to pass the necessary legislation to carry out the desired reform.
Once we admit the referelldum, where is
it to end? 'I'o-day it may be a referendum on religious lessons ill State schools,
to-morrow on payment of members.
The Hon. J. A. W AU~ACE.-N 0; there
will be no referendum on payment of
members.
The Hon. F. S. GRIMWADE.-Perhaps that is an unfortunate illustraBut what I want to point
tion.
out is that we already have our Constitution.
We have two Houses C011stitu ting the Parliament of Victoria, and
I think that that Parliament is quite
strong enough to carryall necessary
legislation required on different subjects,
without resorting to either conventions or
tl.!e referendum. We have just had a new
Legislative Assembly elected, and, without
pronouncing 011 it., as to whether it is a good
one or a bad one, we must admit that it
certainly represents the people of Victoria.
In illy opinion, that new Assembly is
quite strong enough to carry any legislation, whether it be for the reform of its
own House, the reform of this House, the
introduction of religious instruction in
State schools, or any other matter. The
constitutional way of carrying out these
reforms is by means of legislation passed
by the Parliament of the country, and I
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have no sympathy for any Government would have done extremely well. All
that makes either a covert or an open those of us who are business men know
attempt to do away with the privileges of quite well that we do not increase
Parliament by substituting the referendum business by depriving our customers
Experience has
or a convention. If we are to do that, we of certain facilities.
might j nst as well close the doors of Par- taught us that the greater facilities
liament straight away, and let the legisla- and advantages we can give to our custion of the country be passed by conven- tomers the greater is the trade that we
tions or the referendum. Therefore, I do. I believe that if the Postal department
shall oppose to the utmost of my power of this colony had given greater facilities
the proposal to submit the Religious and ad vantages to the public in years
Instruction in State Schools Bill to a direct past, a similar result would have been
vote of the people. 'Ve are told in the achieved. I am very glad indeed that,
Governor's speech that the revenue is after having' been in a sort of Rip Van
showing signs of healthy expansion, and I ·Winkle sleep for a great many years, we
am sure we must all rejoice at that fact. are now promised by the Government a
We have had some seven years of very return to the penny post in J annary next.
dull seasons in Victoria. 'Ve have suffered I am very glad to congratulate honorable
great losses. Many people who were members and the country on that fact. In
wealthy have become poor, and havec gone my opinion, the loss will be more than
down in the struggle for existence. Still, made up by the development of postal
I thillk this colony during the past seven business in two or three years' time. That
years has been an example to the world, has been the experience in every other
through the efforts its people have part of the world where the penny post has
made to meet their obligations. Now, been adopted, and I have no doubt it will
it appears, our revenue is expand- be the same here. The programme of the
ing, and we have the prospect of a Government aud the programme of the
fairly good harvest.
There are other Opposition are so very much alike that
signs of prosperity, as, for example, the one hardly knows which to prefer.
increase in the revenue of the metropolitan Honorable members in t.his House do not
tramways, and in the -railway revenue. recognise any party government at all.
1'herefore, I think we may fairly conclude Their desire is simply to pass laws for
that Victoria is on the up grade, and I the good of the whole community; but I
am sure we shall all rejoice over that fact. must say that the present Government,
One accompaniment of our present pro- whether it has a long or a short existence,
sperity is to be a refol'm we have long has done good work during the time it
wanted, and which we ought to have had has been in office. It has administered
years ago. The want of that reform has the departments with fair activity, and it
kept Victoria in the background amongst has showl! itself to be free, to a great exnations. I allude to the penny post. We tent, of the domination of the Trades Hall.
are promised by thc present Government I think that is a great ad vantage. 'Vhile
a return to the penny post. I thin k that I quite concede that labour should be
this colony has been the most backward fully represented in the Parliament of
of any colony or other place within Her Victoria-and I am glad it is so repreMajesty's dominions as far as its postal sen ted; I am glad labour members are
and telegraph service, and the manage- returned, because I think that labour is a
ment thereof, are concerned. Fur a long very important part of the State, and
tim8 we have been in the position of should be just as much and just as well
haying to pay 2d. to send a letter across represented as any other interest in the
the street. For about eighteen or twenty State-I do not think that labour should
years telegrams were delivered at my dominate the Government of the day. For
house for not.hing, but for the last two several years, however, the labour party,
years I have had to pay on every tele- 01' the TradeH Hall, did dominatE'! the Gogram delivered, and the 00nsequence is, vernment of the day, but I think we have
although the charge is not a very large been free of that domination for the last
sum, I send as few telegrams as I possibly year, and in sofaras we have I think we may
can. I belie,"e that is the experience of congratulate the present Government to
other people also. If the Postal depart- that extent. I must say that honorable
ment had been managed in a businesslike members who represent the Government
way for years past, I have 110 doubt it in this House have heen all we could
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desire them to be, and, personally, I should
like to see them have a longer lease of
office. I am quite sure that as long as
they remain in power the members of this
House will be very glad indeed to help
them all they can to carry wise legish\tion,
not for the benefit of one Glass or another,
bnt for the benefit of the whole community.
The Hon. ""V. KNOX.~My honorable
fdend has dealt so exhaustively and extensively with every item referred to in
the Governor's speech that he ·has covered
the whole ground, and I find it difficult
to see a single square inch on which I can
rest the sole of my foot while seconding
the motion for che adoption of the address
in reply.
The Hon. R. REID.~There is the Governor's salary left.
The Hon. VV-. KNOX.-Yes; but that
is the ouly question the honorable member did not touch on. However, I do not
entirely agree with my honorable friend in
one or t\\'o matters, and I may be permitted to traverse some of the statements
he has made. For instance, in connexion
with the Bill for the enfranchisement of
women, he emphatically stated that the
verdict of the country has again been
definite and decisive in favour of women's
suffrage. I hupe the honorable member
will pardon me if I dissent from that
view, and still consider that that issue has
not yet been properly placed before the
people of this colony.
The Hon. R. REID.-Hear, hear.
The Hon. ,V. MCCUIJLOcH.-,-Then, how
are you going to do it 1
The Hon. W. KNOX.-I supported the
reference of the question to the people of
Victoria, and until some step of that kind
is taken, we shall still be in an uncertain
position in regard to the question.
The
Women's Suffrage Referendum Bill was
intended only to obtain information, and,
therefore, it was given a wrong name. A
bad odour attaches to any referendum
which is to have legislative effect, and
justly so, in the minds of many honorable
members, but the Govel'llment never in
tended that the ·Women's Suffrage H.eferendum Bill should have any legislative
effect. Its object was to obtain definite
information as to the wishes of the male
population of this country, so that on
that information Parliament might subsequently decide in the proper alld constitutional manner whether the franchise
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should be extended to women or not.
Even if a considerable majority of the
male population of Victoria had voted in
favour of women's suffrage at that referendum, it would have been quite c(!)mpe·
tent for t.his House to have rejected the
"Vomen's Suffrage Bill when it was s.enl
here from another place.
The Hon. W. MCCULLOCH ......... The
majority of the male population of Victoria are in favolll' of women's suffrage.
The Hon. W. KNOX.-I am only expressing the view that I personally hold,
which is, that honorable members of this
House will still be in the same difficulty
in regard to that question as they were
before. But in this respect I heartily
concur with my honorable friend, that r
am perfectly certain that every honorable
member will, when the question comes
before them, view the whole subject in
sllch a new light as the additional evidences may present to them, and they
will, as he says, be prepared to do their
dnty to their constituents and the country
at large. I shonld not presume to make
any reference to the necessities of the
mallee farmers, but I would say that the
liberalizing of the village settlements~
we ai'e all on the liberalizing ticket-is
probably a step in the right direction.
Everyone who has seen anything of the
difficulties under which some of these
village settlers are working will see the
absolute necessity for something being
done in their favour. But I am persuaded
that the Government, in deciding to do
something in favour of the mallee settlers,
are taking a step which the experience of
the measure which they introduced last
year has shown to be necessary. In all
enactments made which affect a large ~rea
and a large popnlation experience will show
that some amendments are necessary; but
I do not think that my honorable friend
desired to make allY adverse representat.ions. This House is, and constantly rests,
under greM disadvantages when important
measures which require the most cautions
ftnd careful consideration and attention
are brought here at the last moment,
and we are expected to det\l with them as
if we had had the fullest opportunities
of considering them.
The Hon. 'V. MCCUI~LOCH.-It has
always been Lhe same.
The Hon. VV. KNOX.-That does not
justify the condition, and it is a bad COlldition. rrhe sooner that this House decides that it will require proper time for
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the consideration of measures, the more
justice it will be doing to those whom
honorable members represent. Reference
has been made to old-age pensions. My
honorable friend has given us some
valuable information, and he has referred
favorably, and justly so, to th~ measnre
which was introduced last year by th~
late Govel'nment. But I am disposed to
think that in a step of this kil'ld, involving so much outlay, the proposal
made by the preseHt Government
has very great merit in it, inasmuch as
they proIDose, sir, to go cantionsly, and
to deal in the first instance with the
specially necessitous cases ahd provide for
them g.radually out of the FGVel'lne. I
am dispo(3ed to hope, and I do hope
sincerely, that the Government will have
the opportunity of introducing that
measure. It will receive my own strOllg
support; because I believe it is of the
utmost disadvantage to any community
and to any people to see its necessitous
poor committed, as has been stated to be
the case here, to places where they are
treated as absolute paupers, and perhaps
as criminals. The sOonel' we Call do
sOI'nething to relieve that condition of
things the better. But the measure which
is Stl bmitted will need cateful consideration, because we are running a:way with a
lot of experimental machinery of this kind
which is going to impose heavy bUl'dens
and obligations upon the cornnnmity. It
is difficult to see where the end is to be.
I have only learned lately that in one of
the European countries whel:e old-age
pensions are in 'force, this remarkable circumstance has followed: ~That the savings
b~nks, in which the people's earnings have
been reg'ularly deposited in the past, are
being gradually depleted month by mOl'lth
and year by year. rrherefore it is impor-taut that we should exercise great caution
in this direction; although I am undoubtedly of opinion that steps will require
to be taken to bring about some scheme
of old·age pensions; If at the last elect.ion
there was one question on which honorable
membel'S who have been returned to the
Legislative Assembly pledged themselves
unanimously, it was on this one q nestion
of old-age pensions. I do not believe that
there is one member of another place who
has not come back to Parliament pledged
to support a measure in that direction.
The next question to which I will refer
is in regard to the Royal commission
appOinted to consider the question of
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religious instruction in State schools.
With my honorable friend, I concur
entirely that there is an absolute
necessity fo1' our young people understanding their relations to Ge>u and
those who are in authority over the·m.
I have continuously held that the
absence of religious instruction in Ollr
State schools is responsible for much of
that characteristic of our yOlmg people
here, a want of respect for authority, and
th~t unruliness which is to be found,
unfortunately, amongst a considerable
section of onf younger population. Apart
altogether from this aspect, I believe that
the introduction of the Bible, by means of
the selections chosen by the Royal commission-those admirable selections-will
be of the utmost benefit if the community
decide UPOh their inttoduction. This will
involve a reference to the people if the
promise given in another place is to be
carried out. I entirely concur wit.h my
h<l>norable friend's view that a Government
should be sufficiently strong to take the
recommendation of the Royal commission,
and with a strong Honse behind it, say
that the law shall be amended in this
direction. But the snbject lies so much
at the base of our national life that I
should have no fear in asking the people
of this coul)try to say whether they are in
favour or are not in fayour of the introduction of these selections. This referenee, again, is only the ascertainment of
the will and the wishes of the people, and
would not have any legislative effect. If
the referendnm at any time was to have
legislatiYe effect, and was to operate upon
this House and upon another place as a
direction that the will of the people was
to simply become law without t.he power
of reconsideration, then, sir, there is no
member of this Honse, or of another
place, who would more resolutely resist
such a course than myself. But, as
in the case of women's suffrage, so it
is in the case of religious instruction.
The position is, that we are year by year
considering a vexed q nestion, having people
strongly of one opinion on one side, and
people holding the contrary opinion on
the other side, and we have no means of
ascertaining what is the wish of the
majority of the people. In t}H) absence of
the Government being wining to take the
responsibility npon thernsel ves of carrying ou t those recom mC'ndations, I shall be
prepared to support a measure for the
purp~se of ;3ubmitting the question to the
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people, with a distinct and clt;ar understanding that the referellce is only for the
purpose of obtaining information, Hnd
that it is not to have any legislative
As my honorable friend has·
effect.
said, a question has arisen as to the
reclassification of those officers of the
public service who have to be tak0n over
by the Federal Parliament. I am sure
that many honorable members have read
the very exhaustive report which has been
furnished by the board appointed by the
late Govel'llment. That board has pointed
out that every minute of delay in giving
effect to their recommendations for reclassification is increasing the difficulties
of the reclassification. Therefore, I venture
to urge that, however important it is that
Olle or two departments of the State should
be dealt with promptly, the Government
should consider the needs and necessities
of that large body of Victorian citizens
who are urgently seeking and needing the
proper fixing of their positions. This
is a very old q nestion, but it is an
urgent question; and the board themselves have pointed out the reason
that exists for there being as little
delay as possible in giving legal effect
to their recommendations. My honorable
friend said also th~Lt he was glad that the
revenue was showing signs of increasing.
1Yell, sir, we are all glad to know that,
but we have an unhealthy condition or
things existing in the colony at the
present time, seeing that you can get
money better invested in the great monetary centre of the world to-day than you
can in our colony of Victoria. That is
due t.o the fact that there is an absence of
that business enterprise and grip which for
years past has been the characteristic of
the men of this colony. It is due, too, to
this constant drumming away for legislation, and it is due to the fact that people
do not know from year to year where they
are. My honorable friend, Mr. Miller,
will support me, I a,lH sure, when I say
that money is going home year after year
for investment in England from the banks
of this colony. There is something wrong
-there is want of confidence.
The Hon. F. S. GRIl\IWADE.-It is due to
tho income tax.
The Hon. 'V. KNOX.-·-That is one
element, perhaps, but t.here is somethillg
wrong when this condition of things exists
-that we are getting more revenue, but
that money is being sent home for investment there. I think it is largely due to

Address in Reply.

the fact that in the last few years in this
colony we have been constantly gOillg in
for new legislation, aud that the capitalist
does not know where he is. I venture
to suggest that for the considerat.ion of
the Government, and for the consideration
of honorable members, as a condition of
things that is certainly not satisfactory.
I was present as a member of the
deputation which waited upon the
Treasurer recently with reference to
the penny postage. The honorable gentleman gave, I consine1', a most logical, just,
and consistent reply to the deputation
when he promised that as soon as t.he
revenue of the colony permitted it the
penny postage should be re·established.
Now, sir, I want to say here I admired
the position of the Government and of the
'rreasurer on that occasion, because, had
they desired to take a popular step, and
one which would have been commended
throughout the length and breadth of the
colony, they might then and there have
conceded the penny post. But they have
been true to their word that as soon as
the revenue justified it they would accord
the penny post, and they have decided
that it shall come into operation from the
1st.Jalluary next year-that is, from the
inauguration of the Common weal tho I
am disposed to believe that honorable
members will agree with me ill saying that
it would have been a standing disgrace to
our colony of Victoria if the penny post
did llot come into operation with the commencement of the Commonwealth. There
are several things which are not referred
to in the Lieutenant-Governor's speech.
There is no reference made to tho reform
of the state Constitution, nor to the
convention of whieh we have heard so
mnch. I venture to concur with my
honorable friend that this House will
belie its traditions and betray the people
who have sent honorable members here
if they ever entertain the suggestion for a
convention. I believe that this House and
another place are quito able within themselves to do what is necessary to bring
about a reconstrnction of the state Constitution which will meet the necessities of
our altered conditions, and be satisfactory
to every member of the community. I
trust that everv member of this House
will upon this ~luestion be resolute, and
will show that this Honse contains the
necessary readiness to meet the position at
the proper time. If some honorable member who has been long. enough in this
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House were to table declaratory resolutions of what they would be prepared to
do, I may be pardoned for saying that I
think it would be a good step for us to
take. I regret t.here is no reference made
in the Lieutenallt-Governor's speech to
the producing and industrial interests. Because, sir, those interests constitute the
whole backbone of our life here. It is all
very well to have speculative legislation,
such as that which we have to consider
occasionally, but the. country must be
assisted in getting produce from every acre
of our land that is useful for the purpose,
and from every mine in our country we
must get the ore that can be profitably extracted therefrom. I do earnestly hope
that the Goyernment will feel that we
are now competing with highly-educated
people upon the Continent of Europe,
who are laying themselves out, and have
been doing so for years past, to improve
their artisans and improve their methods
of cultivating the soil; and unless we
follow in their steps we must go beIn these colonies close prices
hind.
will constitute the rule for many years
to come, and whilst assisting in getting
markets for our produce and material,
I hope that t.he Government will see their
way by every means they can to give the
necessary technical edl1Gation in all departments of our industrial and producing
interests. I will ask permission to direct
the attention of honorable members to
some of the lessons which are to be
learned from the recent elections-the
l'ecent appeal to the people. One (1)f the
great evils, I venture to think, is the want
of proper organization ammlgst the
parties. 'Ve, as my honorahle friend
very properly said, know 110 party in this
House. Our duty is to stndy the good of
the general community. "Ve do not
concern ourselves with what Government
is in power, and only such measures as
are for the good of the commul'lity will
receive favorable consideration here. But
this House is desirous of seeing, and it is
quite competent for it to see, that the
representatives of the people in another
place are trnly the representatives of the
popular will. Allow me to show the
House some of the inconsistencies of the
results which have taken place in connexion with the last election; because it
is important that, in reference to all
measures which come to this House from
another place, we should be perfectly
. '3atisfied in our own minds that those men
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who send them here are really representative of the majority of the people.
Take the constituency of Albert Park. I
note that the honorable member who
occupies the seat for that constituency
in the Legislative Assembly was returned
by a poll of 929 votes.
The votes
cast against him were 1,449. Now, sir,
there is an inconsistency. Take Carlton
South. The representative of that constituency was returned wit h a poll
of 800.
Those against him polled
1,103 votes. Take Dandenong and Berwick: 1,046 votes were polled for the
sitting member. 1.'hose against him polled
1,243. Essendon and Flemington: 1,317
votes were poned for the sitting member,
and those against him polled 2,463 votes.
Gippsland "Vest: 777 votes were polled
for the returned member, and 1,863
against him. Melbourne: 718 votes were
recorded for the sitting member, and] ,398
against him. I only wish to draw attention to the fact that we have to consider,
in regard to measures sent to us, how far
they are an accurate reflection of the will
of the people of this country. There is
one other fact, a lesson which has come
out at the last election, and which is
a great evil. I refer to the evil effects of
the Purification of the Rolls Act, under
which any person holding an elector's
right may obtain a voter's cel'tificate if he
has been resident ill a place one month.
I feel that this is an iniquitous provision.
It is quite competenc-and I hope that I
am within my right in saying so- for any
party to have a flying column, which might
be sent from electorate to electorate. I
do hope that the Government may see
their way to amend this evil in our
present voting conditions. Now, sir, there
is another matter. I think those honorable members who entertain such great
fears as to the effects of one man one vote
have had those fear8 removed by the
election. I consider that had there
been proper organization-which there
was not -the effects of one man 011e
vote would not have been anything like
as serious as some of my honorable
friends thought they would be. At the
last election, I think that the legislative
issues were entirely subordinate to personal interests. 'Vith all due deference
to what my hOllorttble friend said as to the
absolute certainty of the people being in
favour of worn en's suffrage, it is most
difficult for us to decide upou what considerations, apart from personal interests,
o
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the majority has been returned to another
place, or on what issue Oll anyone subject any members have been returned. I
think that personal interests dominated
the last reference to the people.
The Hon. J. H. ABBOT1'.~How can you
avoid that?
The Hon.
KNOX.-I am not saying
that you can avoid it, but I thInk it is
one of the difficulties existing under the
present mode of election, which ought
to allow us to submit for information
certain specific questions to the people.
I have already detained the House 101lger
than I had proposed, in conseq \lence of my
honorable friend having dealt with the
subjects me'ltioned ill the Lieutenant-Governor's speech so exhaustively, but I
may say that I am with him entirely
as to the representatives of the Government in thiR House. They have
had the confidence of every member, and
we are grateful to them. vVe hope that
they will long continue in the positions ill
which they are at the present moment.
:My feeling is one of infinite regret that
there is a possibility of our entrance into
this Hew century, and our entrance into
the Commonwealtb, being characterized by
party strife. My own feeling-and I say
this speaking in my own personal behalf
-is that the personal element, which
dominated, in my jndgment, the elections,
might have been avoided if there had been
consideration paid to the acknowledged
claims of those members of the late Government who did so much for and in C011nexion with the Federation Conventions
that were held. If that had been done, I
am disposed to believe that a Government that deserves the thanks and acknowledgments of this community for
the work that they have done in their
desire to bring ahout practical legislation -legislation intended to benefit
the material interests of this colonywould have received fnll effect. This
House is not concerned in any 'way
in party politics, but will, as has been
stated by a previous speaker, deal justly
with any measures that may be submitted to it. Any Government will have
the support of the Council that will bring
forward measures intended for the benefit
of the whole community without regard
to any part.y or section in the State, and
baving regard only to the interests of the
State as a whole. In seconding the adoption of this address in reply, I desire to
say, Mr. President, that I feel that my
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honorable friend who submitted the motion dealt with the Lieutenan,t-Governor's
speech so exhaustively that., though I had
desired to say something with regard to
one or two other matters contained in it
which I think require consideration, I feel
that it is uunecessary for me to add anything further. I only hope that effect will
be given to the proposals which the Government are suggesting, aud that we
shall commence the llew year free frum
political strife, and with a desire on the
part of an of us to assist worthily in
the great events which are thEln to take
place, and in which we may be proud to be
able to take even the smallest part.
'rhe Hon. J. H. ABBO'I'T.-I do not
wish to detain the Honse 101Jg, but I
should like to say a few words with reference to the first subject mentioned in the
Lielltenaut-Governor's speech, namely, the
re-introducbou of the \Vornen's Suffrage
Bill. Some honorable me~ubers may recollect that, when this ~uatter ,vas previously before us, I expressed the opinion
that even if a still larger majority of honOl'ablc members in another place were
returned, expressing themselves agreeable
to the passing of the Bill, the Council
would be in no better position than it was
then to decide upon the proper conrse to
pl11'sne.
Honorable members in this
House have apparently a great horror 0f
conventions andreferendllms, and in a
few days' time we shall probably be required to discllss the women's suffrage
question once more. For my own part, I
do not think it is our duty to keep on
opposing the Bill. If it is by any means
posflible l I think we should adopt some
other way ont of the difficulty. 1,'0 those
who say that honorable members in another
place wel'e returned upon a number of
issues, personal and otherwise, quite distinct from the women's suffrage question,
I should like to observe that,those members could have been opposed on the
ground of women's suffrage alone, if a
proper settlement of the question had
been desired. The position now is that
members in the Council assert that the
feeling of the people has not been shown
either one way or the other. My own
opinion is that, as the result of the elections has been to increase the majority in
the Assembly in favourof women's suffrage,
another opportunity should be afforded
to Parliament of dealing with the question.
Surely we should be in a position to say
what we propose to do next. It will be
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very unfortunate if some reasonable solution of the difficulty oannot be found.
'rhere is one point in counexion with this
question that I should like to refer to.
'Vhen, a little time ago, fourteen members
of the Council were returned without
opposition, a good deal of regret was expressed at the small amouut of inter.est
that appea,red to be taken in the matter
by the electors, but when 29 members of
another place are returned without opposition, nobody seems to see anything to
object to, and the circutnstance is regarded
as rather a good thing for the country. I
venture to say that the same motive
actuated the electors in the one case as in
tbe other, namely, that they were satisfied
with the manner in which their interests
were attended to by their retiring representatives. The Lielltenant-Governor's
speech is very short. In my opinion, it
might well ha"e been lengthened by the
insertion of another clause or two. The
greitt industry which Mr. Knox and myself
and several other members of the Council
represent., namely, the mining industry,
does not receive it line in the speeah.
Nothing is said about the amendment of
the Mines Act so urgently required, especially in the Bendigo district. rrhe Act as it
stands is quite unworkable, and something
should be said in the Lieutenant-Governor's
speech as to whether its provisions are to
be enforoed, or whether an amending Bill
is to be introduced. The mining industry
is one of the most important in the whole
country. It is in a large measnre due to
gold mining that the colony of Victoria
at the present time is anything much more
than a sheep-walk. Mining has made the
colony what it is to-day. vVe know that
the ventilation in sonae of the mines is so
bad that men have been killed by the
score through breathing bad air. That
is surely R. subject that ought to have been
mentioned in the address.
'fhe HOll. J. M. DAvIEs.-1.'here would
not have been time to deal with that
matter in the three or four weeks of the
session.
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT.-It should
be possible to do somethiug. Instead of
that the matter seems to have been forgotten altogether. There are some paragraphs in the address that might very
well have been omitted. Seeing that
the question of religious instruction
in State schools has been held in abeyance for over twenty years, I venture
to say that it might have been left over
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for some time further wi:thout any disadvantage. In roy opinion, the subject of
religious instruction ill the schools is
nothing like so important as that of saving the lives of our miners. We might
very well have left it to the clergymen to give such instructi:>n. It is
their duty, I consider, to teach religion,
not only to those of adult age, but
to the children also. Even the q llestion of the reclassificaticn of the public
service is not, in my opinion, of such importance as that of the amendment of our
milling laws, which affect the lives and
he~tlth of the people. The Solicitor-General
j nstifies the passing over of this subject
on the ground that there will be no time
to deal with it during the present short
session, ~nd, of course, I must agree with
him that there would be very little time in
which to discuss it. It will be a matter
for great regret if something is not done
very soon to amend our mining laws so
that they will be thoroughly workable.
rL1 he HOll. T. C. HARWOOD.-I should
like to say a word or two with reference to
the remarks that haNe just fallen from
Mr. Abbott. The honorable member says
that the Lieutellant-Governor's speech is
not quite long enough, and that he would
like to add a trifle to it. Now, in my
opi11ioll, the speech is too long, and it is too
long because of the inclusion of the very
paragraph to which the honontble member
specially referred, namely, the paragraph
relating to women's suffrage. I very much
regret that the Ministry should have
thought it necessary to drag this question
before the Council during the short session
that is now commencing, seeing that such
a little while has elapsed since the
measure was considered and rejected in
this House by a very large majority.
Nothing, I venture to say, has happened
in the interirn that alters the position of
affairs in the slightest degree.
It is
asserted by M,r. Grimwade and others
that at the recent electi0ns the country
expressed its opinion on the subject. I
venture to say that it has done nothing of
the kind. If you analyze the voting to
any extent you will find that the question
of women's suffrage did not appear to
influence the voters in the slightest degree.
For instance, of the two men who were
returned to represent Geelong, one ad vocated the measnre, and the other opposed
it, while the retiring member, who was
rejeoted, was one of the staunchest supporters of the Bill. It seems to me that
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the electors of Geelong, at any rate, have
expressed an opinion most decidedly
against the measure. 'The same thing has
occurred in several other cases. N ow, if
there is Olle thing more than another
which, in my opinion, has been brought
out beyond any possibility of doubt in
connexion with these elections, it is that
the community in general were perfectly
indifferent on this question. The electors
did not appear to me to care a sllap of the
fingers about it. They did not think it
worth while to consider it in any shape
or way. Many of the candidates stated
that they were in favour of women's
suffrage, because they knew that there
was al ways a modicum of people of that
way of thinking, while those on the opposite side had no very strong feeling in
the matter. They stood aloof from it,
relying upon the Upper House to act consistently and once more reject the measure
if it should be submitted to it.. The men
who were canvassing for the various candidates only wanted to catch votes. They
were ready to set their sails to catch the
breeze from any quarter, and women's
suffrage was one of those quarters. I am
perfectly certain, from my own observations and from what I have read, that the
bulk of the electors were affected by
totally different issues, and that they did
not care anything at all about women's
suffrage. It is not a live q uestion. Now,
I would like to point out that the real
issue on this question was not put to the
electors. The Ministry apparently did
not care to do so. Sir Henry W rixon has
told us, and his statement has not been
controverted by anyone, that if women's
suffrage is adopted for the state Parliament of Victoria, it will involve the admission of women, as members, into the
Federal Parliament. That point has been
kept in the dark. I venture to say that, if
it had been brough t prominently forward,
even those who were strongly in favour
of women's suffrage would have been dead
against it. I do not know of any candidate
in the field who would have come forward boldly alld declared himself in
favour of allowiug women to have seats
in either the state or the Federal Parliament. If any measure on the subject is
introduced, it ought to be made comprehensive in its provisions so as to provide
that not only should women have votes in
the elections, but also that they should
be eligible to sit in either Parliament.
'l'hat comprehensive issue has never been
Hon. T. O. Harwood.
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submitted to the electors, although the
Government has not disputed the correctness of Sir Henry Wrixon's statement in
the slightest degree. They have quietly
ignored it, and have thrown dust ill the
eyes of the electors by asking them
whether they are in favour of women's
suffrage or not. Now, the one thing that
comes ont, I think, with very great distinctness indeed in connexion with the
recent elections is that the voting was
decided chiefly by personal motives. The
question of a convention to deal with
the subject of constitutional reform is on
very much the same footing as that of
women's suffrage. It has been entirely
subordinated to personal ·considerations.
Ono person votes on one account, and
another on another. One votes for a
candidate because he is a free-trader, and
another because he is a protectionist, and
so on with the various questions that
are before the country.
Sometimes
the elector will say-" Oh! So-and·so
has represented us for a long time,
and has done good work.
He looks
after our interests very well. Let us put
him in again." Another elector will
take quite a different view, and will say,. So-and-so has been in Parliament a long
time.
He has represented this constituency for about 30 years. It is time
he was put out. Let him give another
fellow a show."
And so it goes on
throughout the whole of the elections.
Experience has convinced me that the
motives which influence an elector are
purely a matter of chance, and it is a
fallacy to suppose that the result of the
elections indicates any particular desire
on the part of the community. Indeed,
we may come to the conclusion that the
position of affairs in connexion with politics may be exemplified by a slight alteration of the lines of the actor who wrote
his own epitaphVoting's a jest, and all things show itI thought so once, and now I know it.

When the question of women's suffrage
comes before the Conncil, I trust that honorable members will not be deterred from
doing what they consider to be their duty
by the idea that, because the measure
has come up so many times, and because
we have been pestered about it so often,
we should give way at last, on the
principle, I suppose, that the C011stant dropping of water wears away
the stone. Another questicHl that has
been prominent is that of an old-age
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pension scheme. I do not think the man
exists who will dare to come forward and
declare that he is opposed to old-age
pensions. Everyone is in favour of the
principle even as a matter of humanity,
and, to a great extent, of sentiment. The
difficulty is to arrange a scheme that
will be practicable. In my opinion it is
a very great mistake for the different
st.ates to attempt to deal with the subject.
It should be left to the Federal Parliament. That i~ a view of the question
that cannot be too often repeated. The
law on the subject should be uniform
throughout Australia. It should not be
possible for a man in New South Wales
to receive a pension of lOs. a week, while
in another colony he receives only 7s. or
5s. The law should apply to all the
colonies alike. In passing a measure
of this kind, the state Parliament is bound
to impose a condition that only those who
have been a certain time in the state
should be entitled to a pension. I altogether fail to see why any such condition
as that should be imposed. A starving
man is a starving man, and is entitled to
be fed even if he only arrived in the
colony a week ago. r:J.'here is no reason
why any human being should be allowed
to die like a dog. I would go further,
and would not even exempt those who
have not led an hone~t life from participating in the pension. I should say that
even a criminal is entitled to be fed in his
old age. ·Why, even Bill Sykes himself,
when he has given up burgling, should be
able to get food aud obtain a pension,
like any other man. I will not detain the
House by tonching upon any of the other
matters that have been alluded to by the
mover and seconder of the address in
reply.
The Hon. N. LEVI.--After the elaborate speeches of the mover and seconder
of the address in reply, I think it would
be as well if honorable members had a
further opportunity of ronsidering the
elauses in this address. For that reason,
I beg to moveThat the debate be
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adjourned.

The PRESIDENT.-I would point out
to the honorable member that the address in reply is invariably passed by the
Council, either with or wHhout amendment.
The Hon. N. LEVI.-Would I not
be in order .in moving the adjournment
of the debate now, with the view of
Second Session 1900.-[2]
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proposing an amendment when the debate
is resumed ~
The PRESIDENT.-There is 1'10 use
disgu.ising the fact that proceeding.s of a
certam character are threatened m another place. Supposing those proceedings
are carried through, and this debate iii!
adjourned, the position will t.hen be that
the address in reply will Dot have been
passed by the Council, so that we sball not
have complied with the standing orders.
It is usual to pass the address almost as
a matter of form.
The Hon. N. LEVI.-After your ruling, Mr. President, I beg to withdraw mymotion £or the adjournment of the debate ..
Sir HENH,Y CUrrHBERT.-lt seems
to me that it would be nothing more than..
11 mere act of courtesy on our part to a,dopt
the address in reply.
The Lieutenant-·
Governor has been pleased to attend here
to·day and to read his speech, inspired, no·
doubt, by his responsible Ministers. 1Ne
are not apprised officially as to what is .
going on in another place, and if there is.
a vote of want of confidence, we have no
official intimation of it.
In adopting the·
address ill reply, we do not adopt anything that is contained in the speech.
vVe do not bind ourselves in the slightest
degree, for instance, to pass any Bill that
may be introduced to confer the franchise
on women.
'l'hat is a very debatable
point, and one upon wllich there is a great
di vergence of opinion in this Honse~
80me honourable members, I think, havebeen erroneously labouring under the·
impression that if they agree to the
motion for the adoption of the address in
reply, they will thereby adopt the speech~
and give their adhesion to the adoption
of the vVomen's Franchise Bill. I can
assure honorable members who entertain,
that opinion that in passing this motion
they will not bind themselves in any such
way. The subject is a very debatable one~
and it will be time enongh to discuss it
when the Bill comes before us. Under
these circumstances, I would invite the
House to come to the conelusion that it
would be a proper discharge of our duty
to agree to the motion that has been pro-·
posed for the adoption of the address in:
repl'y.
The motion was agreed to.
The Hon. F. S. GRIMWADE movedThat the address be presented to His Excel-·
lellcy the Lieutenant-Governor by the President and such members of the Council as may
wish to accompany him.
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The Hon. 'V. KNOX seconded the
motion, which was agreed to.
'l'he HOll. J ..M. DAVIES.-I will communicate with the Lieutenant-Governor,
and ascertain at what time it would be
convenient for him to receive the reply to
the address.
The PRESIDENT.-I will undertake
that honorable members shall be advised
as to the day and hour at which His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor arranges
to receive the address, and I would ask
as many honorable members as can possibly attend on that occasion to do so.

Election of Speaker.

be his honest endeavour in the future, as
it had been in the past, to efficiently and
impartially discharge the duties of his
office, and he had every hope that, with
the kind assistance of honorable members,
he would succeed in doing so.
ADJOURNMENT.

ThA Hon. J. M. DAVIES movedThat the Honse, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday next, at half·past four o'clock p.m.

The motion was agreed to.
nle House adjourned at twenty-five
minutes to seven o'clock, until Tuesday,
November 20.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES movedThat the Honorable Frederick Browll be
-Chairman of Committees of the Council.
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He said that at the opening of a new
Parliament it wa'3 necessary for the Legislative Council to appoint a Chairman of STATE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT .
. CommitteeR. Honorable members had
The SPEAKER took the chair at two
llad experience of the ability of Mr.
0' clock p. m.
Brown as Chairman, and he was sure that
Immediately afterwards the Usher of
they were all very well satisfied with the
the Legislative Council brought a message
way in which the honorable member had
from His Excellency the Lieutenantdischarged his duties.
Sir HENRY CU1'HBERT stated that . Governor, requesting the attendance of
he had much pleasure in seconding the honorable members in the chamber of
motion. The Legislative Council had the Legislative Council.
The members present, headed by the
been very fortunate in having Mr. Brown
. as its Chairman of Committees, and he Speaker, and attended by the Clerk, the
thought that he was only feebly giving Clerks-Assistant, and the Serjeant-atexpression to the feelings of the House Arms, proceeded to the chamber of the
. when he said tbat they were one and all Legislative Council.
Business was afterwards suspended
!perfectly satisfied with the efficient and
impartial mauner in which the honorable until half-past four o'clock, when the
Speaker again took the chair.
member had discharged his dutiel:!.
The motion was agreed to.
ELECTION OF SPEAKER.
The PRESIDEN1\-I have pleasure in
The
SPEAKER.-I have to inform the
informing you, Mr. Brown, that; yon have
!been ·i.ll1animously chosen as Chairman of House that I, this day, proceeded to the
Government Offices, accompanied by seveCommittees of this honorable House. I
may be allowed to say that during the ral honorable mem bel'S, and pl'esellted
-time I h:1ve been in Parliament no more myself to His Excellency the Lieutenant.able, or conscientious, or efficient gentle- Governor as the choice of this Assembly,
man has occupied the Chair ,,,,hich you and that His Excellency was pleased to
address me in the following terms :-·have now the honour to fill.
I hn.ve much pleasure in congratulating you
The Hon. F. BRO\VN stated that he
upon the high and honorable position to which
-desired to thank the President, the Solici- the favour of the House of Assembly has placed
tor·General, and Sir Henry Cuthbert for you for the second time, and I have every confithe very kind remarks which they had dence that you will fulfil the duties appertainmade regarding himself, and to thank the ing thereto in a worthy and dignified manner.
Council generally for re-appointing him to
S'VEARING OF MEMBERS.
the position of Chairman of Committees.
The SPEAKER informed the House
He could not find words to adequately
express his high appreciation of the compli- that he had received a commission from
ment that had .been paid to him. It would His Excellency the Lieuteilant·Govern0r
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authorizing him to administer the oath of
allegiance from time to time to such members of the Legislative Assembly as had
not already taken and subscribed the same
in the present Parliament.
The following members were then
sworn :R. F. Toutcher
Ararat
Creswick ...
VV. B. Grose
Shepparton
a~.~ } J. T. Brown
Euroa ...
Windermere
J. P. Spiers
BEECH FOHEST RAIL 'VAY.
VVAGES . PAID TO ,\VORKl\1EN.
Mr. MURRAY said that he desired,
without notice, to ask a question of the
Minister of Rail ways.
He wished to
know whether the attention of the honorable gentleman had been directed to the
extremely small wage that workmen were
earning on the Beech Forest line? It was
within the knowledge of honorable memo
bel'S that there was a provision in the Act
of Parliament that an average wage of 6s.
per day should be paid to the men working
upon the line. He could give the Minister
of l1.ailways specific instances showing that
at a certain kind of work upon which most
of the men were engaged, that was, sidecuttings, and so 011, the ordinary wage
earned was only 3s. lId. He knew many of
the men who were earning this wage to be
good workmen. That was the highest wage,
so far as he could ascertain, that had been
earned by any of the men, and it was very
much under the average rate that had
been provided by Parliament. He directed
the attention of the Minister to the matter
because the intentions of Parliament were
being frustrated by the mal-administration
of the Act.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-No complaints have
been made to me in connexion with the
matter referred to by the honorable member, and I am surprised to hear that any
men have been so poorly paid as is suggested in the q ues tiOl). As set out in
the Act of Parliament, a certain average
wage has to be paid. If the men engaged are not earning that wage, of course
they are supposed to give place to others
who can. I can only say that I will have
inquiries made the first thing in the morning from the Engineer-in-Chief.
I can
assure the honorable member that it is not
the desire of the Government that any man
should receive such a beggarly pittance
as is suggested in the question.
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LAND ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. McLEAN said that, following the
nsual practice, in order to preserve the
privileges of the House, he begged to
move, without notice, for leave to introd uce a Bill to amend the Land Ac ts.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR'S
SPEECH.
ADDREsscJN REPLY.
The SPEAKER informed the House
that, pursuant to the summons of the
Lieutenant-Governor, the members of the
Legislative Assembly attended in the
chamber of the Legislative Council that
afternoon, when His Excellency delivered
his speech on opening the session.
Mr. ANDRE,\YS (who was received
with cheers) rnovedThat the following address, in reply to the
speech of His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor to both Houses of Parliament, be agreerl
to by this House :MAY IT PLEASE YOUR 1!'iXCELLEXCY-

'Ve, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria,
in Parliament assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to
thank Your Excellency for the gracious speech
which you have been pleased to address to Parliament.

He said-I desire, sir, to thank honorable
mem bel'S for the very hearty reception
which I haye received from both sides of
the House -a reception more hearty,
possibly, than it is even customary to
accord to a new member who rises to
address the House for the first time.. I
am not sufficiently egotistical to take any
personal credit for suuh a reception, but
I am infinitely more gratified to feel
that it is possibly due to the fact that
honora ble members generally recollect
that I am not the first of my name
who has sat in this chamber. My
late father was elected for the first time
in 1880 for the same constituency of
which to-day I have the honour to be
the j llnior representative.
Honorable
members will possibly pardon me for
recalling the fact that the Premier and
the Treasurer commenced their parliamentary career in that same Parliament
of 1880; while the right honorable the
leader of the Opposition and some of his
principal supporr.ers were members of the
Administration with which my father was
somewhat closely connected. Honorable
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members all round the House have been
good enough to express to me their kindly
regard for his memory, and their cordial
feelings towards myself on his account.
Sir, I should be less than human if I did
not appreciate such kindness; and I can
only hope that if, in the stress of parliamentary strife, I should ever be tempted
to hit-not hard (because I recognise that
a man must be prepared to give and take
here), but in a mauner that seems unfair
-1 shall have the grace to recollect the
circumstances under ..which I made my
first speech in Parliament. Dealing now
with the speech of His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor, the first poin t to
which 1 desire to address my remarks is
that. of public service reclassification. I
understand, and I think it will be admitted all round, that this is a matter
of considerable urgency. I believe it
is recognised that from the 1st of January
next the Customs department will be
transferred to the Federal Executive, ann
1 also understand that the departments of
the Postmaster-General and the Minister
of Defence will very shortly follow.
I
think that we ought to see that Ollr
officers in those departments do not enter
the federal service on any worse terms
than their colleagues in the oOlTesponding
departments of the sister states of New
South Wales and South Australia. I
recognise that this is one of the first dnties
of Parliament, and I hope that it will lead
to some system of classification for the
whole public service. I fail to see why
any department of the State shou1d not
be placed on exactly the same footing as
any other department. As one means of
doing substantial justice to the civil
service, I think that the appointment of
a thoroughly independent board or committee is in the highest degree advisable.
The next subject which I desire to refer
to is that of old-age pensions, of which
mention is made in the speech. Although
criticisms have been passed on the Ministerial proposals, in that they do not go
far enough, yet, as they would relieve
some 3,500 of the most pressing cases, and
as they would do away with what I can
not help regarding as a scandal on our
modern civilization, that is to say, the
imprisonment of old colonists for no other
crime than poverty, I hold the opinion
that if the scheme of the Government had
no other merit than that, I should welcome
it as an instalment of a very desirable
measure of reform. I was much interested
Mr. Andrews.
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in reading an article which appeared in
one of the Melbourne papers a few weeks
ago, and which gave an epitome of a paper
which was published in the ConternpoTClry
Review at home. This article showed
how the quest.ion of old-age pensions has
been dealt with in Denmark. I underst.and that the system operating there has
been in existence about seven years. At
first the introduction of it was met with a
how I of opposition, but, after it has been
in operation for seven years, the hostility
to it has entirely died away.
The
Danish system has been proved to be
economical to that country, inasmuch
as a larger expenditure has been saved by
the diminution of the amount formerly
required by the poor law. I think that
after we have relieved the present necessit.ies of the time, and done away with the
imprisonment for poverty to which I have
referred, we may do worse than make inq uiries as to introducing here a system
such as they have in vogue in Denmark.
I do not say that that system in· all
respects would suit our circumstances and
needs; but we might take the best parts
of that system, remedying any errors it
may have, and making it adaptable and
suitable to Victoria. The next point in
His Excellency's speech to which I desire
to address myself is that of religious
instruction in State schools. I am personally in favour of the introduction of
the Scripture lessons reaommended by
the Royal commission. I have not read
the whole of the Royal commission's
report, but., from the extracts from it
which I have seen in the press, I
think there is nothing to which I can
reasonably take exception in them; and
I should not have the slightest hesitation in allowing any of my children to
be taught those lessons by any teacher.
But I recognise that this is a matter
about which there is conscientiously considerable difference of opinion, and therefore, I think, it is wise that the subject
should be referred to the people themselves for them to decide. I think this is
a suitable subject for a referendum. In
the first place, it is a question which
every elector can understand, and upon
which everyone can answer-"Yes" or
" No"; and in the next place, it is a matter
of vital importnnce to every person in the
commnnity. Therefore I welcome the
intimation given in the LieutenantGovernor's speech, that this matter is
to be referred to a vote of the people
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themselves. I shall support that proposal,
and shall personally be quite prepared to
. iwcept the result of the referendum. As
regards the Land Bill, though the Bub. ject is not one with which I am fully
,acquainted, I understand that it is a
measure dealing with the poorer lands of
the colony, and creating a 4th class.
I trust that it will lead to a considerable area of those lands which are una vailable for settlement under existing
conditions being taken up and utilized,
and that the measure will be for the
benefit of those who take up the land
and the country at large. I also welcome
the proposal to simplify and expedite the
working of the Lands department. I take
that as a step that might well be taken
in connexion with a good many other of
the Government departments.
'Vhile
on the subject of land law reform, I
also desire to say that I believe in the
policy of the present Government in regard
to closer settlement. I think the Government are entitled to considerable credit
for what they have done in that direction.
I understand that the vVando Vale Estate,
near Casterton, has been fully divided,
and that there are 65 families now settled
on land which was formerly only occupied by one. I believe administration in
that direction to be liberal and progressive, and I trust that other similar
satisfu4:tory results will follow from the
operations of the Government under this
Act in other parts of the conntry. I
\Vonld also like to say, before I leave this
subject, a word or two with regard to the
proposals of the Government in relation
to the establishment of workmen's eottage allotments.
'Vhat the Government have done in that direction
meets with my approval. It is much
better that working men should have an
acre or two of ground snrrounding their
cottages than they should be cramped
up in a city. There would be a great
advantage to the country if the half-million
people in Melbourne were spread over 20
miles rather than congested within an
area of 5 miles. In regard to another
paragraph in the speech, I am glad to see
that the revenne is "showing signs of
healthy expansion." 'Ve have had bad
times long enough, and it must be satisfactory to the new members, who now
enter Parliament, to know that Parliament
is not to be in the same straitened circumst.ances in the immediate future that it has
been in the past. I am glad to notice that

I
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the condition of the revenne will enable
the Government to bring in a Bill for the
establishment of the penny postage. I
do not think myself that that reform will
result in anv material loss to the community. I a~ aware, of course, that some
figures have been put forward showing
that loss will ensue. But even if these
figures show an apparent loss, I have had
sufficient experience of acconntants' work
to know that figures can be made to prove
very remarkable things indeed. The last
paragraph in the speech to which I wish to
refer is as follows : In view of the advent of federation, my
advisers will submit a measure providing for a
reduction in the emoluments of the representative of Her Majesty in Victoria.

This is the first instalment of the Ministerial reform policy. The advent of federation has rendered absolutely necessary
changes ill the administration of the
country and in legislation. I think there
are no two opinions about that. 'Ve all
recognise that it is necessary for us to put
our several houses in order when we enter
the Federation, which will remove several
subjects of government to the larger
sphere of the Federal Parliament. But
though we are all agreed that sneh reforms
will have to be made, there is a very great
difference of opinion as to the means by
which these things should be accomplished.
1'his, as.I have said, is only one part of
the Ministerial reform policy; but, as that
policy has been prominently before honorable members and before the country, I
hope I shall be pardoned for referring
particularly to it, in order to show what I
think is the fundamental difference between the views held by those honorable
member.3 who sit on this side of the
House and the views held by those who
snpport the leader of the Opposition, on
the other side of the House. Because I
think we are aiming at very much the
same ends, although we differ as to the
means to be employed by which we are to
arrive at those ends. There is to be a
Bill introduced, as an instalment of the
Government's reform policy, for the reduction of the number of members to 80,
and for the reform of the Legislative
Council, and the reduction of the q ualification of the members of that. House, as
well as the qualification of the electors, to
the qualification of the general municipal
roll. That is practically the main feature
of the Ministerial Reform Bill. N ow, on
the other hand, the proposal of the right
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honorable the leader of the Opposition
and his supporters is that, instead of
dectling with the question of reform in
this way, the matter should be left to a
convention, which is to be elected for the
sole purpose, I understand, of dealing
wit h the question. So far as I can see,
there seem to be two ideas with regard
to this proposed convention. First, we
have what I will call the ideal convention; that is to say, we have the idea
that gentlemen are to be elected-the best
men we can get for the purpose-representing all shades of political opinion;
and these are to meet together, and .are
to have a free hand in dealillg with the
subject. If it \yere possible to get snch a
convention as that for the purpose, I
quite admit that I think there would be a
great deal to recommend it to my judgment. But the other proposition for a
convention is for what I may call the
practical convention; that is to say, the
members of it are to be elected on party
lines, and they are to be elected pledged
to certain measures of reform, so that
they would not come to the cOllvention
with the same free hand as I have outlined
in the case of the ideal convention. They
would, indeed, be exactly the same, it
seems to me, as a Legislative Assembly
all 0ver again. Such are the different
lights in which the proposal for a convention are regarded by the gentlemen
who support those propo:;;als. Now, I
should like to say why I am not in favour
of the convention proposal. As I take it,
this question of reform is the most important question before the House, and the
country desired the House to take the
question into its consideration.
The
proposal for a convention would mean
expense and delay, and thus the will
of the country would not be carried
out. That is a view which is worthy
of some consideratioll.
But now I
come to what I think is a far more
serious objection to the convention proposal, and that is that it is a proposnl
which derogates the authority of Parliament. It seems to me, sir, that there is
not the slightest use in having a Parliament sitting, and having responsible
Ministers to conduct the bnsiness of the
country, if, whenever a difficult question
crops up, it is to be transferred to some
extra Parliament to deal with. That is
the first objection. Then I urge that
there is no precedent for it whatever,
except the precedent of the Federal
Mr. Andrews.

Add1'ess in Reply.

Convention. The Federal Convention,
however, was elected to meet all exceptional state of affairs. It was absolutely

impossible, without somesllchmeans,for the
six Governments of these colonies, and for
twelve Houses of Parliament representing
those six ilidependent states, to como to
any agreement with regard to federation.
In order that those six colonies might
come to an agreement it was necessary to
elect some such body as the Federal Convention. But there are no such similar
circumstances in regard to the alteration
of the Constitution of this country. I
submit, with great respect, that the two
Houses of Parliament are quite sufficient,
and that it is not necessary to go ontside
thenl and outside the system of this
colony, and the system that prevails
throughout the whole of the British
Empire.
Then there is another consideration.
We shall have, if the convention idea is adopted, three Parliaments
sitting here at once. Vve shall have the
Federal Parliament, the state Parliament,
and the convention, all sitting in Melbourne, I presume. I think we shall be,
under those circumstances, the most overlegislated colony ever known. A great
authority once described the American
nation as consisting of "40,000,000 of
people, mostly colonels"; and under the
conditions I have spoken of Melbourne
might be described as consisting of halfa-million of people, mostly legislators.
'VeIl, then, either this convention propoEa]
will be passed or it will not. If it is
passed, then I am afraid it will simply
bring into Victorian politics the American
fixed Constitution. With the permission
of honorable members, I should like to say
why I am afraid that this result, will
follow. I know that a number of advoca.tes of a convention put it forward as
the best solution of the difficulty, and
contend that, in spite of the delay and
expense attending it, it will result cn:lltually in the settlement of this difficult
q nestion once and for all. vVell, that is
the greatest objection that I can see to it.
If it settles the question once and for all
in a satisfactory manner, accordillg to the
circumstances of the present time, how
shall we deal wit.h what is necessary in
the future 1 vVho can possibly foretell
whether it will be necessary in five, ten,
or twenty years' time? At the very best,
if we want any further changes, no matter
what the magnitude of the issue may be,
it will be necessary to have another
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convention, in order to deal with the proposals made.
That is assuming, of
course, that the convention proposal
passes both Houses of Parliament, that
the convention meets and draws up
its recommendations, and that those
recommendations in their return find
favour with the two Chambers. That is
the most favorable view to take of the
situation, from the stand-point of those
who believe that a convention is the most
satisfactory solution of the present difficnlty. But snpposing, on the other hand,
that the proposal does not meet with
parliamentary acceptance, that is to say,
supposing one. or other of the two Houses
does not approve of it, what is to be the
upshot of the situation ~ Is there to be a
constitutional quarrel upon the question ~
Is there to be another embassy to London
in connexion with it ~ If so, it is to be
hoped that the financial result will be a
little more brilliant than was the case on
the occasion of the last embassy. I do
not know whether we are right in saying
that the right honorable the . leader
of the Opposition and all his followers
were agreed as to the advisability of holding a convention. I think it is quite
possible that a great number of the right
honorable gentleman's supporters were
not so fully agreed upon the convention
proposal as has been suggested. If I
recollect the speech of the right honorable
gentleman at St. Kilda aright, he said he
was not particular by what means the
necessary reforms were accomplished so
long as they were accomplished. Therefore, I do not snppose that he himself can
be a very ardent advocate of the convention proposal. There is great difference
of opinion, I fancy, among honorable members on either side as to wheth~l' this is
after all the best means of dealing with the
question. I do not wish to take up the time
of honorable members at greater length. I
must say thatI have appreciated very much
the kindly reception accorded to me and
the patient attention with which my
remarks have been listened to. If those
remarks have been considered in any way
presumptuous, as coming from a new member, then I trust they will be forgiven;
and thollgh I disagree with the right
honorable the leader of the Opposition
and his colleagues in thinking that the
convention proposal is a right method, or
the best method of re-uniting the liberal
party, yet I trust it will not be thought
for a moment that I am ignorant or
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unappreciative of the great work which the'
right honorable gentleman has done for'
this colony.
Mr. ARGYLE (who, on rising, was
greeted with cheers) said-I have tothank honorable members for the reception they have given me, and though I
feel somewhat diffident in following such
an able speaker as the mover of theaddress in reply, I shall do my best, and
I hope that what I put before the House
will contain nothing that is offensive toany of its members. It is wit.h pleasure·
that I rise to second the adoption of the·
address in reply as moved by the honor-·
able member for Geelong (Mr. Andrews)r
and I accept the compliment that has been
paid to me, but I regard that compliment
as having been paid, not to myself personally, but to the great industry with
which I have been intimately acquainted
for many years past. The Government, r
think, have put forward in the speech of'
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor'
as liberal a programme as could be placed
before any House of Parliament, and.
although I do not altogether agree with
some or the measures that are proposed,
still, in the main, I accept the programme
as a liberal one, and as one which even
the most radical member of this Honse'
can accept without fear. . One of the proposals of the Government to which I take·
some exception is that for granting thefranchise to women. That q nest.ion wa<:;.
not made a bnrning issue at the lastr
general election, except in one or two
electorates. It has never been seriously
considered by the people of this country.
Bnt although the majority of the sex::
which it is sought to benefit by this measure has not demanded the franchise, still
I think it is gratifying that honorablemembers will have an opportunity or
redeeming the pledges they have made on
the election platform in connexion with
that subject. The proposal to introduce
a Bill to liberalize and simplify the land
laws of this colony is one, I think, we may'
welcome with pleasure. There is no doubt·
whatever that the mallee land-holders~
need some relief. During the last few'
years honorable members have read thelnrid accounts ,that, have appeared in the
press from time to time of the hardships.
that these 111en have uudergone. They
have had to face failures, shortage or
crops, waut of water, low prices, and high
freights, and they are still struggling to
maintain their holdings. It is gratifying
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to know that the Government is now about
to adopt measures with a view of keeping these men on the land and in order to
relieve them of some of the burdens they
ha ve had to bear in the past. It seems to
be a popular thing to look down on the
codling of a farmer with a ~ertain amount
()fColltempt. (Cries of "No" and "Yes.")
I know it.. It is a fact. Honorahle members will find that this feeling is very rife
in large cities. The cry is, "Oh! he is
.only a farmer." (Cries of "Hear, hear"
.and "No.") 'fhen let me tell honorable
members that there is no more honorable
ca.lIing than that of a farmer. His lifework is to provide food and clothing for
the whole community. Witho~t the pro.(lucel' the people of this country could not
Ii ve. They are either directly or indirectly
,dependent upon his exertions. The miner,
the agriculturist, the viticulturist, the
horticulturist, and the man who lives in
the forest, are the men who are mainly
instrnmental in producing the wealth of
the country. They are the men who are
,bnilding up the colony, and although I
cannot claim that one of my forefathers
·ever sat in this House, I claim to be the
representative of one of the pioneers of
this country, awl I know what I am
talking about when I am discussing the
interests of the producers. There are
many ways in which the Government may
assist the development of the vast lat.ent
resources of this colony. In those re:sources we have a storehouse of wealth, if
the Government could only find the golden
key to open its doors. It should be their
duty to find the key. I also think it is
the duty of those honorable members who
represent Gountry constituencies to do
more than has been done in the past for
the benefit of our producers, and to see
that they get fair play at the hands of
the House. I would call attention to the
i'act that during the last nine years we
have lost population from Victoria to the
-extent of 130,000. This is a vsry seriolls
matter, and it is one that will have to be
dealt with, and a remedy found for it.
'One step, I think, towards finding a
remedy has been taken by the present
Government, by the liberal and energetic
manner in which they have dealt witheloser
settlement, by purchasing large estates
aud cutting tbem up in order to settle
the people on smaller holdings. As is
stated in the speech, the conditions under
which the village settlements are managed
are to be liberalized. Thltt will be one of
.IIf?-. Argyle.
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the best things ever done in this country,
and I hope it will be done, and that the
House will read ily find the necessary means.
I call the producers" the" people. I see
from the returns that last year the producers of this 'colony contributed to the
export trade, which amounts to a total of
£18,000,000, something like £13,000,000
--that is to say, £13,000,000 came out
of and off the land. Therefore, I consider
that the producers of Victoria are" the"
people, and should be looked after. rfhere
are other ways in which the Government
can assist the prod ucing in terests, as, for
instance, by extending the facilities for
scientific training and intr<?ducing more
technical knowledge among our young
people, especially by increasing the usefulness of the admirable schools of mines
and agriculture which we have established
in different centres throughout the
country. There is no doubt that these
schools could be made more effective with
great benefi t t.o the country, and I do
hope that the long-promised dairy college
will now be p,rected. It has been wanted
for a long time. It is a funny thing that
a, colony like Victoria, the dairy prodnce of which amounts in valne to something like £2,000:000 a year, should have
only two or three travelling instructors
and a couple of inspectors, while in Denmark there are six or seven colleges maintained by the State,andin the United States
of America there are twelve. Surely it is
time that we had one dait·y college-we
only ask for one-so as to keep us in touch
with the markets we have gained. There
is another way, in my opinion, in which
the Government can assist the producing
interests, and that is by encouraging the
breeding of horses fo}' remount purposes.
'We have had experience during the
past few months that we can supply
horses from this colony as well as
soldiers; but something needs to be
done to create a proper type of horse, a
horse that is suitable for modern warfare,
and not the old ca valry charger or dragoon
horse-smart active horses properly bred
for the purpose. As I say, I think it is
the duty of the Government to encourage
breeders of this class of stock, because in
the neal' future Australia will be the field
to which both Europe and Asia will look
for remount horses. The horse trade can
be developed, and we have the men with
the judgment and intelligence necessary
to do so. It only remains for the Governmellt to encourage and foster the industry.
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A8 to the question of old-age pensions,
there is no need whatever to inquire
whether we ought to do something in this
direction. 'Ve know it is absolutely
necessary that something must be done to
improve the existing state of things, and
we will all welcome a measure of this
description. But we should recognise at
the same time that as soon as the birth of
the Commouwealth takes placE'l, this will
become a national q uestioll, and as a
national question it will have to be dealt
with by our National Parliament. 'Ve
welcome the measure now perhaps as an
instalment of relief, and feel gratified that
we shall haye an opportunity of dealing
with it in the near future. The redas:sificatioll of the public service is a matter
which we know must be taken ill hand.
1'here are no doubt many anomalies which
should be removed, and the time has arrived
when it should be done. In the times I)f
depression the members of the public service loyally accepted the reductions made
in their pay, and in tho attendant promotion, in the expectation that, as soon
as better times arrived, their case w(.'Uld
be taken in hand and something done for
them. It is especially necessary that this
work should be carried out at the present
time, because, aswe are on the eve of federation, and as several departments are to be
taken over from the state and handed
over to the Commonwealth, these men
should not be required to enter the service of the Commonwealth with snch a
handicap. 'ViLh reference to the Hoyal
commission appointed to consider the
question of religious instruction in State
schools, I may say that, like the moyer of
the address, I am iu favour of the introduction of Scripture lessons into the State'
schools, and I think it would have been
a wise thing to put the question to a
referendum of the people. It is not an
ordinary referendum. 1'his is a question
that has been llppermost, and a, vexed
question, for many years, and it is time
that it was submitted t{) a referendum,
which, I think, would he a solution of the
difficulty. I see no objection to the introduction of the lessons, because, as
drawll up by the commission, they arc
nnsectarian, and a don ble conscience
clause is provided. Therefore, I see no
reason why wo should exclude tho Scriptures from the State schools. '" e accept
the Scriptures as the foundation of our
social and moral laws. vVhy, I noticed
that the Bible waR eyen introduced into
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this chamber yesterday. Surely, if it is
neGessary to introduce it among the members of this House, the children need it
much more than we do.
Mr. TRENWITH.-Did yon see anybody
reading it here?
M.r. ARGYLE.-\Ve are glad to be told
that the revenue of the colony is increasing, and we can only hope that it. will
continue to do so.
Unfortunately, we
have to look forward to one disappointment, namely, that the promise of the
season which we had a few months ago is
not being fulfilled. There are one or two
other matters that have been mentioned
that I should like to refer to. One is the
endeavours that are being made to persuade the British authorities that the
soldiers who are coming to Sydney in
connexion with the inauguration of the
Commonwealth should come on afterwards
to Melbourne. Such an opportunity is one
that the Australian born will have, perhaps, only once in a life-time, and, therefore,·the matter should be taken up by the
Government, . and the Home authorities
should be urged to allow the men to visit
this colony. 1'hel'e is one other q nestion
of some urgency, and that is the question
of electoral certificates. I donot believethat
when the last electoral reform Bill was
passed by this House it was intended that
the state of things that exist.ed at the recent
elections should be brought about.. It
was neyer intended, I think, that the man
who carries a swag should be placed on
the same footing as the man who has
assisted to build up on1' industries.
Mr. TBENWITH.--Can this country go on
without the man with a swag on his back ~
MI'. ARGYLE.-I have no objection to
the man with a SWtlg on his back. It is
only right that his interests should be
protected as well as the interests of others,
bnt that is no reason why he should be
allowed to enter the district and within
three weeks or a month claim, and obtain,
a "ote. I say that this was never intended, and that it isqnite wrong. Some
amendment of the law should be made in
this respect. I hope that something will
be done dming the present Parliament to
cure the evil, because it is certainly one
that :should be rectified. rrhere is one
other matter which I think may be
touched upon, although I do not know
whether there is time to deal with it this
session. That is the question of the
municipal subsidy. The retrenchment of
the municipal subsidy has been altogether
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too drastic. It is time now that it should
be modified, and that something, at all
even ts, should be done to return to
the municipa.lities the amount they were
formerly paid.
The main roads are
gradually going back, until some of them
are absolutely impassable. I think that
something might be done in this direction. I thank honorable members for the
patient hearing they have given me, and
I trust that I have said nothing that can
give offence.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I desire to
congratulate the honorable members who
have had the very difficult task intrusted
to them of moving and seconding the
address in reply on the very able manner
in which they have dischargeGl that duty.
Those who have been members of the
House for a number of years know that it
is very trying indeed for young members
to have to undertake that task. lam
quite certain, therefore, that honorable
members will heartily and truly congratulate t.hem on the manner in which ·they
have addressed themselves to the Chamber.
We may also congratulate the House that
we have evidently received an accession of
debating power, and while we must deeply
regret the absence of several former
members who have not been re-elected, we
may congratulate ourselves that their
places are being filled so worthily. The
honorable member for Geelong (Mr.
Andrews) referred to his father, a gentleman who was well known in this Chamber
for a number of years. I can only say
that iF, after the honorable member has
been here a few years, he makes as
many ffIends and discharges his duty as
faithfully and as well as his father did, he
will have no cause to be dissatisfied, and
his constituents will not. Now, the address
placed before us to day is very brief, and
I take it that this may be looked upon as
a hint that the speeches with respect to
it should also be brief. The mover and
seconder of the motion have evidently
taken that hint, and they have spoken very
shortly with regard to the matters referred
to in the speech.
A.s far as I am 13011cerned, I feel I have a duty to perform.
I am not going to deal with matters that
are in the address or that are not in the
address. \Ye know that three or fonr
weeks ago the present Government had a
majority of four members in this Honse.
They were supported originally by a
majority of eleven, and then they came
down as low as two, but at the time they
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appealed to the country-at the last
dissolution-they had a majority in the
House of six. It is evident that the
country has spoken. The numbers are
now on the other side, and it is a well"
known principle of our system of government that the Ministry cannot carryon
unless a majority of members are sitting
to the right of the Speaker. This is
evidently not the case ill the House as it
is at present constituted, and, therefore,
it is my bounden duty at the earliest
possible moment to challenge the position
of the Government and its right to continue
to conduct the business of the House. The
country has undoubtedly pronounced its
verdict, and we now simply have to carry
out that verdict, and pronounce judgment. Under these circumstances, I am
not going to enter into nny discussion as
to the merits or demerits of the various
matters brought before llS, but I take this
the earliest opportunity of testing the
feeling of the House with regard to the
position of the Government. \Vith that
object I beg to move, as an amendment
on the motion:That .the following words be added to the
proposed address :-" And we respectfully
desire to inform Your Excellency that the
Government does not possess the confidence of
the House or of the country."
Mr. MOIUUSSEY seconded the motion.
Mr. McLEAN.-Like the right honorable the leader of the Opposition, I desire
to heartily congratulate the two new
members who have addressed the House
this evening for the first time. I think
all who have listened to them will admit
that they will prove a distinct acq u·isition
to the debating powers of this honorable
House, and that they will be worthy successors of the gentlemen whose places
they fill. "Ve all remember the father
of the honorable member for Geelong
(Mr. Andrews). He eutered this House
ill the year 1880, whell I first had
the honour of occupying a seat
here. I knew him throughout the whole
of his parlia.mentary career, and I
can only say that he was universally
respected by all who knew him. Now,
with regard to the amendment of my
right honorable friend, I do not think
anyone can quarrel with him for testing
the feeling of the House and the result of
the general election at the earliest possible nlomcut. But I do regret that the
right honorable gentleman did not think
proper to make on the floor of this House,
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where he could be answered, the charges
which he made against the Government
from the St. Kilda platform, and sent
throughout the length and breadth of the
colony when there was no one present to
reply. I had the honour of opening the
campaign at Bairnsdale. When I did so,
I carefully r0frained from saying one
word that could reflect upon our predecessors in office. 'Ve were determined
that we would stand or fall on our own
merits, and that we would not seek to
stand on the demerits of those whom we
succeeded. I was in hopes that the
campaign would be condncted in that
spirit throughout, but on referring to the
report of my right honorable friend's
speech at St. Kilda, I find that he told
the electors that if he h!l.d consented to
dismiss a number of his colleagues in the
late Government and take us in we would
had been thoroughly satisfied to go on as
we had been doing. The right honorable
gentleman did not say in so many words
that we made that proposal to him. Therefore, if he is asked for an explanation he
can truthfully say that he never accnsed
anyone personally. But I would ask,
could the country or conld his andiellce
put any construction on his words except
that the proposal had been made to him?
The right honorable gentleman knows that
no such proposal was ever in our contemplation, and that those who were associated with me in displacing the late Government had not the remotest intention
either of asking him or suggesting to him
that he should dismiss any of his colleagues for the purpose of taking us into
the Government. Now, for my own part,
I would prefer if the right honorable
gentleman wishes to mislead his audience
that he should do so by a straight-out
statement of what is not true, because then
he could be held responsible for it. In my
opinion it is less objectionable to do that
than to nse language that is calculated
and is intended to convey an impression
which is not true, because in the first case
the person who makes ft deliberate st.raightout statement that he knows to be untrue is
prepared to take theresponsihilityof his act.
The person who misleads his audience,
without stating absolutely what is not
true, takes the benefit: of the untruth and
evades its responsibility. My right. honorable friend is also reported to have made
statements in regard tv scandals that
occurred in the Defence department in
connexion with the despatch of, J think it
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was, the Imperial Bushmen's Contingent,
to South Africa. He said that the Govern
ment endeavoured to shield the guilty
person or persons from censure in the
matter. I am not pretending to use his
exact wonls. The right honorable member made this one of the grounds of the
motioll of want of confidence which he
moved last session. So far as I can remember, he did not then make the statement
which he afterwards made on the platform aL St. Kilda. If he had done so it
could have been instantly refuted, as
every statement he did make reflecting on
the Government was refuted. Noone
knows better than the right honorable
member that the whole of the proceedings
in conilexion with the enrolment, and
equipment, and the despatch of our contingents to South Africa were conducted
with eminent success. The degree of
success achieved was particularly remarkable when we consider that all our experienced officers, or nearly all of them,
had previously been sent with other contingents to South Africa, and that the
cuntrol and equipment of the last contingent had to be undertaken uy raw recruits.
'Ve know, from the undeniable testimony
of the Imperial authorities and of our own
officers in South Africa, that our men have
been remarked as having been mounted
and eq nipped in a mo~t admirable manner.
It has been stated, over and over again,
that of the 200,000 troops that were sent
to South Africa none were better mounted
and equipped than the Victorian contingents.
Mr. TRENWITH.-Alld you dismissed the
man who made the saddles that were so
good; yon made a scapegoat of him.
Mr. McLEAN.-'Ve aeted on the report
of a committee of this Honse, who did
their work according to the best of their
judgment and ability .. I do not mean to
say that there were no little petty mistakes in small details, such as were nnavoidable when dealing with a lot of young
recruits who had never been under drill
before, and who had to be placed in charge
of inexperienced officers. But we know
that there was llothing in the nature of
scandal; that there was no serious mistake made; and that every contingent
was ready and thoroughly equipped on
the day that we had previously appointed.
Mr. S'l'AUGHToN.-The e:]uipment of the
first contingent was scandalous.
Mr. McLEAN.-I do not wish to say
anything about the first contingent.
It
4
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was Rent away before our time. I only
desire to allude to those contingents that
were despatched by the present Govern·
'Ve sent three contingents to
ment.
Sout.h Africa and one to China, and we
got nothing but unstinted praise for the
admirable manner in which they were
equipped for the services they were to
perform. It is very gr<ttifying to us to
lmow that 0111' men have done their work
nobly and well, and that their performances have reflected the very greatest
possible credit upon the colony. There is
another charge; it is certainly not a very
serious one, bnt it is one that might have
The right honorable
been omitt.ed.
member accused Ministers of travelling
through the colony and accepting banquets
in the country districts. I am not at all
ashamed to say that Ministers did travel
throughout the length and breadth of the
country districts, and I am very pleased to
know that they were so welcome wherever
they went, that banquets were tendered
to them.
Mr. PEAcocK.-Turkeys went up ill
price.
Mr. McLEAN.-That would not Le an
unmixed evil.
Mr. TRENWITH.-The country hus got
sorry f:lince.
Mr. McKENZIE.-The previous Government went all over the world.
Mr. McLEAN.-This Government pro·
fesses to govern the whole of the colony.
vVe r<?cognise that oUl' duty lies in the
country districts, just as well as in the
metropolis.
In that I admit that W0
differ greatly from our predecessors in
office. If our predecessors did not tour
the colony, they certainly did tour the
outside world to some purpose and at the
expense of the taxpayers. I think it will
be admitted that such a Government of
globe· trotters never occupied seats upon
the Treasury bench before.
Mr. PEAcocK.-I ne\'el' had a show.
Mr. McLEAN.-'rhe Chief Secretary
was not in it, but he will remember that
foul' members of the late Government
made extensive tours in other lands, and
that a fifth, the late Attorney-Generaland I am very glad to see him back
amongst; us-was about to start on a
similar pilgrimage when the Ministry
were ousted from office. I do not mention
this by way of casting allY reflection upon
the late Goverilment, but for the purpose
of showing that it did not lie in the
mouth of the leader of the Opposition to
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taunt the members of the present Government with touring. There is one thing that
I must. congnltulate my right honorable
friend 011. 'Vhen he turned from dealing
with the present Government to himself
and his late colleagues the candour of his
utterances did him infinite credit. He
admitted that the late Government had
blundered and committed faults, but he
excused them on the ground that they
were faults of the head, and not of the
heart. Judging from the extent of my
right honorable friend's grief when he
left the Treasury bench, he is capable of
feeling, and of feeling deeply. I must
also confess that if we committed a fault
in scraping the late Government off the
Treasury bellch after over five years of
office it was a fault of the heart, and not
of the head. It may have been cruel to
have done so, more especially in the
light of suLsequent disclosures j indeed,
I think that if I had known that
it would have excited· so much grief, I
would have hesitated for a long time
before I moved the motion of want of
confidence. I admit that we may have
committed a fault of heart, but I utterly
deny that we committed any fault of
judgment or any fault of the head. I
c~ntend that we did the right thing in the
interests of the country.
Mr. KERR.-"Thy did not you capture
the country 1
Mr. McLEAN.-The leader of the Op
position asked for a dissolution, but it
was not conceded. I had nothing to
do with keeping the question from the
country. The main point of difference
between the programme of the present
Goyernment and of the Opp0sition was
not referred to by the right honorable
member for St. Kilda; but it was very
ably and admirably dealt with by the
honorable member for Geelong (Mr.
Andrews).
Mr. S'l'AUGHTON.-vVe do know that
there is a difference j the leader of the
Opposition has not told us of it.
Mr. McLEAN.-The right honorable
member showed very good sense and very
wise discretion in not alluding to it. He
must feel heartily ashamed of the bantling
that he took up at the dictation of the
fie?'alcl. I am very glad indeed to see
in the Honse my honorable friend, Major
Heay, whom I have known for very many
years. He is really the author of the con·
ventioll pror>os~d, and I hope that he will
succeed in throwing some light upon it,
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which we do not possess at the present
time. As for myself, and those who were
acting with me, we are quite willing to
reform the Constitution in a proper and
consti tutional manner; that is, by the means
which the Constitution itself provides.
fro compare this to the case of the Federal
Convention is, as the honorable member
for Geelong pointed out., utterly absurd.
In that case there were six independent
colonies to deal with, and there was no
common machinery and no common Consti,tution in operation at the time -under
which a Federal Constitution could have
been drafted. Under the circumstances,
no bet.ter means of overcoming the difficulty could have been devised than that
of creating a body to draft a Federal Constitution. Followil.lg out the subject, I
would ask-Would those gentlemen who
supported the appointment of a convention on that occasion ad vocate resort to a
similar process in the event of the Federal
Constitution requiring to be amended 1 I
venture to say that not one of them would
do so.
Mr. TRENWITH.-No; because they have
provided practical machinery in the Federal Constitution.
Mr. McLEAN.-They have provided
machinery for the reform of the Federal
Constitution, which would be infinitely
more difficult to put into operation than
that which exists in our own Constitution.
It would take many years to effect the
simplest amendment.
Mr. TRENWITH.-Either Honse can take
a referendum.
Mr. McLEAN.-Now, what were the
gropnds that were urged in support of the
appointment of a convention ~ It was said
that Parliament could not be trusted to
amend its own Constitution, and that members would not reduce their own numbers,
or their own emoluments, to the extent
that the country would desire. And yet
honorable members are expected to cringingly appoint an outside body to do this
over their heads. ·Will they tarnely sub·
mit to that? They are asked to abandon
their proper functions-the functions
whioh they have been appointed to exercise
-and for which they are paid. They are
to confess themsel ves incapable, or not sufficiently honest, to carry out the reforms
that the Constitution requires. ·Well; I
can only say that a greater insult was
never offered to Parliament, not even by
the press which advocates the convention
-and I think that it comes with rather

Address in Reply.

29

a bad grace from the press, to take
that course on the ground that Parliament is not sufficiently honest or sufficiently capable to deal with this question, when we consider that this Parliament is practically what they have
made it. I can only say that I should be
sorry to support any proposal of the kind.
I do not believe that Parliament is so incapable or so dishonest that it cannot be
trnsted with the simple task of passing a
satisfactory measure of reform such as our
exerience has shown to be desirable at the
present time. In refercnce to this subject,
I would except the young members, who
have taken this question up probably for
the first time. I believe they have done
so in all sincerity and all hon~sty. They
have done so under the belief that it is
the beiSt, the most; effective, and probably
the most expeditious way of securing reforms.
Mr. TRENWI'I.'H.-Hear, hear.
Mr. McLEAN. - Older members, like
the honorable member who interjects,
know perfectly well that they are only
throwing dust in the eyes of the country.
'rhey are not sincere.
The honorable
member for Richmond has stated on many
occasions that neither the number of
members nor the emoluments of Parliament should be reduGed.
Mr. MURRAY.-He is going into another
sphere now.
Mr. McLEAN.-He professes now to be
in favour of a measure of reform which it
is generally believed would lea,d to the
cutt.ing dowll of both the number of
members and the emoluments of Parliament to a much greater extent than
Parliament itself would approve of.
Mr. TRENWI'I.'H.-If the people desire it,
it ::;honld be done; that is my complete
answer.
Mr. McLEAN.-'l'he honorable member
knows that the people have an opportunity
of speaking through the menibers of this
House, just as effectively as they would
have throngh the members of a convention.
Mr. TUENWITH. - Did you carry the
Women's Suffrage Bill ?
Mr. McLEAN.-I did not get much
time to do it. I had only a few months
of office, and I had to fight for my life
twice.
Mr. TRENWITH.-Parliument has been
in existence a long time.
Mr. McLEAN.-The honorable member
knows that women's suffrage, and any
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other reasonable measure of reform, can
and will be carried through both Houses
of Parliament, when both Houses are
satisfied that it is the will of the people
of the country that that should be done.
But the Convention Bill would not go
through as smoothly as the honorable
member appears to imagine. If it would,
I think he would be the lasl; to support
it. The honorable member supports it
in the firm conviction and the earnest
hope that it will be thrown ont in
another place.
Mr. TRENWITH.-You have no warrant
for that statement.
Mr. McLEAN.-It would then serve
the double purpose of indefinitely postponing reform, and getting up an add itional grievance agaillst another place.
The honorable member may mislead
people outside the Chamber, but he cannot mislead honorable members who are
as old politicians as he is himself. "Ve
know very well what the views of the old
and experienced members of the House are
who ad vocate this system of obtaining
constitutional reform. 'fhere is no point
on which I ,vould rather that this Governmeut should go down than that of supporting the privileges of Parliament and
main taining the Constitution.
It has
been said that the country spoke in a
decisive manner at the last general elections. A little analysis of the results of
the elections may throw sonie light on
that question. I desire, first, to say
that the Government took no part in the
elections.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Not p,ven the Minister
of Vll1ds 1
"Mr. McLEAN.-'1'he Govel'llment had
no organization of any kind. W·e did not
try to get a candidate to contest a single
"Ye did not interfere with the proseat.
gress of the elections.
Mr. TRENWITH.-You did not even go
to North Melbourne.
Mr. McLEAN.--I went on to the platform of Olle of my own colleagues. '1'he
honorable member went to North Melbourne.
Mr. TRENWITH.--And I got my man
in.

.Mr. McLEAN.-The honorable member went to North Melbourne when he
should have been in Richmond, and he
went there to try and turn out of Parliament one of the best and truest liberals
who have ever occupied a seat in this
House, and to secure the return of a
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gentlernan who does not profess-and he
is honest enough to admit it-that he
represents the whole of the people. He
only professes to represent a class: such
as the honorable member for Richmond
himself represents.
Mr. PUENDERGAST.·-That is absolutely
wrong.
Mr. McLEAN.-I would just remind
the honorable member for Richmond of
one or two wholesome facts, which it is as
well that he should not forget. In comparing tbisGovernment with a Government
to be formed from the opposition side
of the House, he said that t.he present
Government were being pulled back by
the conservative corner, whilst the incoming Government would be pushed
forward by the labour members.
Mr. TRENWITH.--That is not true.
Mr. McLEAN.-I calJ only say that,
judging by past results, the incoming
Government will f.:ltand pushing very well;
they will go wherever they are pushed.
Mr. TRENWf1'H.-You are being pushed,
and you will not go.
Mr. McLEAN.-I will show the difference between a Govel'llment pulled back,
and a Government pushed forward. Look
at the results of the work of the late
Government. 'l'hey were pushed forward
by the labour members, and in twentytwo weeks they succeeded in passing
sixteen Bills, none of which were very
important. There was one that was very
importaut, but it had been passed on
several occasions, and rejected in another
place. It was not therefore a Bill that
should have occupied
more than
half-an-hour in this Honse. '1'he late
Government passed sixteen Bills, and· did
not succeed in passing their Estimates.
Thfly did nothing excepting pass the
sixteen Bills in the twenty-two weeks.
Mr. McGREGoR.-That shows that they
did not take very much notice of the
pushing.
Mr. McLEAN.-They went in the direction in which they were pushed, bu t they
did not perhaps go as fast as some honorable members would have liked. Now,
the Government that was held back, in
twenty weeks passed 63 Bills, and 22
resolutions, bringing 22 different trades
under the Faetories and Shops Act. The
previous Government, during .the five years
it was in office, only brought seven trades
under the Factories and Shops Act.
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-All the work bad been
done before you came into office.
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Mr. McLEAN.-The work had not been
done, and it would not have been done
to-day if we had not come into office. The
honorable member knows that the matter
was hung up. It was only when we
came into office that a settlement was
effected between the two Houses.
So much for the Government that was
pushed forward. But I was going to
point out what were the results of the
r~cent elections.
The leader of the Opposition stated that we had a majority of six
at the close of the last Parliament. That
is quite true. The right honorable gentleman forgot to mention that eight of our
supporters did not offer themselves for reelection. That brought our nnmbers
down to 42. The 01!position consisted of
44 members, and two of them retired into
private life, which brought their numbers
dow n also to 42. vVe, therefore, went to
the country with the numbers on each side
exactly eq nal, that is, leaving out the
Speaker as being neutral. Of the ten seats
that were thus vacated, five were situated
in the country, and five in the metropolitan districts. For the five seats in the
metropolitan districts, four honorable
members were returned to support the
Opposition. They also got one country
member, who was elected on a small
minority of the votes polled, alid who
knows perfectly well that in a fair straightont contest between the Ministry and the
Opposition, with one candidate on each
side, the opposition candidate would have
considerable difficulty in saving his deposit.
The seat was won because the Ministerial
votes were divided among four or five
candidates, but even t,hen it was only won
by a very small majority of votes.
Mr. NICHoLs.-That is not a fact.
Mr. McLEAN.-Perhaps the honorable
member knows more than is disclosed by
the figures the retnrnillg officer sent in.
Those figures, however, speak for themselves. I do not blame the honorable
member, although he was a little erratic,
and left an impression along his trail
that he was a Government supporter until
the last moment, when it was too late
for the people in distant parts of the
electorate to learn his change of views.
I do not, however, wish to refer to that,
and I would not have done so if the
honorable member had not interjected.
'1'he Government won four of the five seats
in the country districts; and, as I have
already stated, there was a majority of
votes polled for the Government in the
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fifth seat, which they did not win. Of the
ten seats that were vacated the Opposition
won five and the Government won five.
And there was a very marked line of
cleavage, the country going' for the one
and the metropolitan districts for the
ot,her. N ow, in addition to this, the
Government lost five seats-Melbourne
North, East Bourke Boroughs, Brighton,
Dandenong and Berwick, and Delatite.
.Mr. KERR.-And Ripon and Hampden.
Mr. McLEAN.-Yes; but the Government won another seat at Geelong, which
balanced that, so that we really lost fire
seats; and four out of those five seats that
were won from the Government by the
Opposition were in the metropolitan districts-namely, Melbourne North, East
Bourke Boroughs, Brighton, and Dandenong and Berwick, because. Dandenong
and Berwick is much more a metropolitan
than a country district, for it runs right
into the boundaries of the metropolis, and
it is included in the metropolitan area in
the Federal Electorates Bill. The fifth seat,
Delatite, was won by the very handsome
majority of 30 votes.
Dr. McINERNEY.-Sixty-nine.
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-\Vhy, the Premier
cannot even count.
Mr. McLEAN.-I am glad to be corrected. I do not wish to mislead the
House. I have taken these figures from
the newspaper reports.
Dr. McINERNEy.-Aye, that is usual.
Mr. McLEAN.-Perhaps the honorable
member will say whether it is usual for
a candidate to leave the impression all
through his electorate that he was supporting the Government, and then take
his seat on the opposition side of the
House.
Dr. McINERNEY.-I rise to a point of
order. The Premier has stated what is
not correct. I would ask him for the proof
of his statement.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member will have an opportunity of replying
to the Premier later on. I do not see any
point of order in the qnestion the honorable member has raised.
Mr. McLEAN.-vVhat I wish to sav is
this-Dr. McINERNEY.--Give us proof for the
statement you have just made.
The SPEAKER.-Order. I do hope
that honorable members will support the
Chair. First, I desire that the Premier
will set an example to honorable members,
and especially to new members; and I also
U
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hope that new members will be a little
modest for a time.
Mr. McLEAN.-Now, i.f we take the
majorities by which those five seats were
gained-because that is the whole of the
Opposition gain and the whole of the Government loss-taking members as they
sit in this House, althOl;gh I have yet to
learn that all the members sitting on the
opposi tion side will vote against the Government in the coming division, and I shall
be very much surprised, indeed, if they
do-.Mr. PEACocK.-Are you sure that all
who are sitting on the Ministerial side of
the House will vote for the Government ~
NIr. McLEAN.-Yes, they are all solid
and trustworthy supporters of the Government. Now, these are the figures. It is
possible there may be some errors in these
figures, because I took them from the
newspapers, and did not go to the department to get them from the official returns,
but such errors will make very little dif·
ference-a few votes more or less. The
figures given in the newspaper returns
show that Melbourne North was won bva
ma.iority of 260, East Bourke Boroughs
by 343, Brighton by 191, Dandenong and
Berwick by 123, and Delatite by 30, according to the newspapers, but I accept the
honorable member's correction, 69. Tbat
gives a total of 986, and just a shade over
half that number would have turned the
elections the other way, Now, when we
remember that the Opposition had been
organizing for weeks, that they had working in their interests the Trades Hall, a
body which works as one individual, and
which threw the whole of its weight into
the elections; when we remember that
they had the powerful advocacy of the
Age newspaper, which probably affects the
elections of the colony more than any
other influence; when we consider that the
Opposition had all these agencies at work,
and that the Government had not moved
a hand or raised a voice to influence t.he
elections, I think it will be admitted
that the voice of the country was expressed in a very feeble whisper indeed.
I would not be afraid-I would like, if it
werorossible-to have a poll of the country
districts taken as to whether a chauge of
Government is desirable or not. I venture
to say that, outside the metropolitau area,
there would be at least lline out of every
ten against it. And, while on this subject,
I must say that if honorable members
take up an aggressive attitude, if they try
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to oust the Government, and to run every
one of its supporters out of public life
by the most bitter antagonism that can be
shown, by stuffing the rolls, by bringing
in hundreds of nomadic voters at the very
last moment, when it is utterly impossible
for the electoral inspectors to check the
term of residence of those voters and
ascertain whether they have been a month
in the district or not-·Mr. MCGREGOR.-You did not send any
up to Castlemaine?
Mr. McLEAN.-No, we did not send
any anywhere, but we know that the
organizations of the other side acted in a
very different manner.
Mr. VVILKINS.-Is that a fair statement 1
Mr. TRENWl'l'H.-It is not true.
Mr. McLEAN.-It is a very fair statement; and I would tell my honorable
friend who interjects that it is not true
that, when he goes outside his own electorate to oppose men who are better
liberals than he has ever been, he must
reasonably expect to be paid back in his
own coin.
I sincerely hope that the
country districts will take warning by the
results of the recent election. I hope that
they will organize.
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-I am sorry I did not
go to Gippsland. I would have given you
" rats."
Mr. McLEAN.-I wish the honorable
member had come to Gippsland. I may
give the honorable member a chance or
coming to Gippsland to contest the
federal election, and I sincerely hope he
will come.
Mr. PEACOCK.-vVill you be there ~
NIl'. McLEAN.-I may be there.
Mr. PEACOcK.-Yon had better come to
Melbourne.
Mr. McLEAN.-No, I will not come to
Melbourne, where the honorable member's
organization is in operation.
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-But I have been in
Gippsl,\nd, and was elected.
Mr. McLEAN.-Yes, the eountry districts went straight for the honorable
member for the Federal Conventiop, and
I ad vised them to do so; but the country
districts bad not t,hen the example of
the honorable member presuming on his
popularity, or assumed popularity, and
going out of his way to interfere in other
people's electious. If the honorable member, having done that, will go to the
country districts, the country districts
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may teach him a lesson which, I venture to
say, will do him a very great deal of good.
I sincerely hope that the country districts
will organize, not so much for the state
as for the Federal Parliament elections,
because there is the Federal Parliament,
with all its important work, ahead of us.
I would be glad to see the people whom
the honorable member represents return
their fair proportion of members to the
Federal Parliament, but I hope that the
Federal Parliament will not be dominated
by them, as my honorable friend hopes
to dominate this Parliament by the
organization he controls, or wit,h which he
is connected.
Now, the whole claim of
the leader of the Opposition to the sympathy and the pity of the people for
which he appealed from the f3t. Kilda
l)latform in very pathetic tones, was
because he was in office when the ledger
was ba.1anced. I have always given my
honorable friend all the credit he deserved for balancing the ledger, and,
perhaps, a little more credit than he really
But how was the ledger
deserved.
balanced 1 "What was done was to starve
all the departments, and to wait.
The
people of the country were content to
wait, knowing that retrenchment was
The right honorabsolutely necessary.
able gentleman simply sat down on the
money chest, and waited until the return
Df more prosperous times increased the
revenue to a snfficient extent to cover the
expenditure of the yeai·.
And it took
five years to do it.
Now, if the late
Government are to take credit for that
increase of revenue, I think we may follow suit, and take credit for the increase
of revenue that has occurred from the
very day we took office.
Mr. STAUGHToN.-There will be a fllrther increase of revenue if we have some
more hot weather, recollect.
Mr. McLEAN.-And a few gentlemen
like my honorable friend take ad vantage
of it. To show the great expansion in the
revenue during the last few months, I
may mention that the actual surplus at
the end of the last financial year was not
£132,000, as estimated by the Treasurer
when the Budget speech was delivered,
but £167,548, or £35,000 more. The
revenue for the four months and one week
that have elapsed since then, up to the
7th of this month, the latest returns I
have got, shows an excess over the revenue
of the corresponding period of last year
amounting to £152,617, whereas the
Second Session 1900.-[3]
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Treasurer estimated an increase of only
£32,000 over t.he revenue of the previous
year. In conclusion, I can only say that
if in the division a majority of votes are
cast against the Government, the Government will go down with its colours nailed
to the mast, and without any miserable
appeal for the pity of the country or the
House, or for any personal consideration.
Ministers will go out with the full knowledge that they haye done their duty
faithfully and impart.ially to every portion
of the country and to every section of the
community.
Mr. McKENZIE.--I desire, with the
concurrence of the Government, to ask
that the debate should be adjourned.
This is in accordance with the usual
parliamentary practice, that when a
motion of want of confidence is submitted
there should be an adjournment at least
until the following day, in order to give
members of the House and the electors
generally an opportunity of considering
the situation.
I, therefore, beg to
moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

Mr. H. R. vVuJLIAMs.-That was not
followed last November.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE seconded the
motion fG)l' the adjournment of the debate.
The House di vided on the question that
the debate be now adjournedAyes
42
Noes ...
48

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Andrews,
Argyle,
Bent,
Bowser,
Brown,
E. Cameron,
Chirnside,
Duffus,
Dyer,
Forrest,
Gillies,
Graha.m,
,T. Harris,
Hennessy,
Holden,
Irvine,
Kennedy,
Langdon,
Lazarus,
Madden,
J. oW. Mason,
McArthur,

Mr. McBride,
" McColl,
Sir John McIntyre,
Mr. McK enzie,
" McLean,
" McLeod.
" Methven,
" Murray,
" O'Neill,
Outtrim,
" Robinson,
" Salmon,
" Shiels,
" Stanley,
" Staughton,
" Toutcher,
" Vale,
White.

Tellers.
Mr. Craven,
" Kirton.
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NOES.

Mr. Anderson,
" Barbour,

"
"
"

Bennett,
Best,
Billson,

"
"

Bromley,
Burton,

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Downward,
Duffy,
Duggan,
:Findley,
Fink,
Foster,
Ga.ir,
Gillott,
Grose,
GurI',
A. Harris,
" r. A. Isaacs,
" J. A. Isaacs,
" Keast,
" Kerr,
" Lawso11,
"Mackinnon,
D~. Maloney,

Mr. "tvIauger,

"
Dr.
Mr.
"

McGregor,
McInerney,
Morrissey,
Nichols,
" on1£1, 11 ,
" Peacock,
" Ramsay,
Major Reay,
Mr. Sadler,
" Sangster,
" T. Smith,
" Spiers,
" Taverner,
" Trenwith,
" Tucker,
Sir George Turner,
Mr. 'Varde,
" 'Wilkins,
" E. D. 'Villiams,
" H. R. VV illiams.
Telle1'S.
Mr. Bailes,
" Prendergast.

Mr. McKENZIE.-I am not surprised
at the result of the division, because it is
quite in keeping with the actions of some
honorable members upon the other side of
the House during the last twelve months.
Those honorable members seemed to
regard their ejection from office as a sin
agaimt the common weal.
~Ir. TRENWITH.-Hear, hear.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I hear the honorable
member for H.ichmond (Mr. Trenwith) say
" Hear, hear." Now, I have a lively recollection of th!1t honorable member moving
a motion of want of confidence in the
Turner Government.
Mr. TRENWI'IH.-No.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I have a very clear
recollection of that.
Mr. TRENWITH.-lt is not true.
AN HONORABLE l\fE~IBER.-The "sixpenny crisis."
Mr. McKENZIE.-I, in common with
a nnmber of other honoraule members in
this corner, saved the Turner Government
against their own friends, and that was
only one instance. We did it on many
other occasions. I dare say it is natural to
Governments when they are ejected from
office to feel that a great sin has been committedagainstthe national welfare,and that
no other men can fill their places so well, or
so well diseharge the legislative and ad.
ministrative duties as they have don:e.
But I do not think that history furnishes
an instance in which a Government
ejected from office raised a greater how I
of indignation and whimpered more than
the last Government did when they were
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turned out. I remember very distinctly
those gentlemen going about the country
and, on every platform where they could
Fos~ibly speak, endeavouring to persuade
the electurs that a great sin had been
committed against them. Certainly those
gentlemen, if they did not persuade the
electors, at all events, evidently persuaded
themsel ves, that a great national sin had
been perpetrated, and they seem to have
remained under that impression up to the
present time. They seem to have been
under the idea that the country was waiting
anxiously to restore them to their old positions, and now they claim that this general
election has given them a mandate to
niturn to their former positions, and for
the present Government to retire in their
favonr. During the last twelve months
those gentlemen have been very sad in
their demeanour, and the laugh of my
honorable friend, the member for Clunes,
has not sounded so frequently throngh
these halls as it did of yore, nor as it has
done within the last week or two since
the general election. That honorable
member seems to have got back some of
his old vigour and some of his old vivacity,
and his laugh, which some feared had
been permanently impaired, has returned
with all its former energy.
Mr. TRENWITH.-No one can accuse you
of being too cheerful.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I do not think that
charge will lie very seriously against me.
I am not one of 'the gloomy description,
and I have never been very much
depressed when I have had to attack
the honorable member.
Mr. TRENWI1'H.-No, it has always been
afterwards.
Mr. McKEN ZIE.-N either before, nor
after, nor dnring the attack; nothing has
been more congenial to me. Weare told
that the verdict of the country is in
favour of the Opposition, and that that
verdict was given on the great liberal
lines in favour of the grea~ liberal party.
Now, I would like to know what this great
liberal party is 1 I do not know any word
in the English language that is more
abused and more traded on in this country
than the name of liberal.
Mr. KIRToN.-The trne liberal party is .
on this side of the House.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I believe the h':)11orable member is quite right. On the other
side we have socialil:5m making its appearance, and making its presence very
strongly felt.
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Mr. MAUGER. -What is socialism 1
Mr. McKENZIE.-The honorable member ought to be well acquainted with it.
Mr. MAUGER.-That is not an answer.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I will tell the honor·
able member what socialism is if he t.ells
me what libera.lism is. 'Vhen we corne to
analyze the results of the election-to
ascertain how the House comes to be constituted as it is at the present time-what
do we find ~ 'Ve find several reasons for
the present position of things. One is
that there were two leaders who went to
the country alld submitted programmes
almost identical.
There was very little
difference in those programmes. Under
those circumstallces could it be expected
that the electors would be enthusiastic
in regard to the one party or the other ~
There was no room for enthusiasm, because the leaders and their programmes
were almost identical.
OPPOSITION MEMBERs.-·N o.
Mr. McK ENZIE.-That is a fact;
what is the use of denying it 1
Mr. TRENWITH.---They were alike, with
a difference.
Mr. McKENZIE.-They ,vere alike,
with this difference-that those who were
behind the leader of the Opposition were
very difI'erentfrom those who were behind
the leader of the Government. However,
there was no enthusiasm behind either
side throughout the whole of the elec·
torates. A very clear manifestation of that
is to be found in the fact that there were
29 uncontested seats - an unparalleled
number.
I do not think that such
a thing has ever occurred before
in this colony; and the fact shows
very distinctly that there was no great
burning question before the country, aI~d
that there was no enthusiasm as between
the two leaders. The consequence was
that the result of the elections frequently
turned upon personal considerations.
Anot.her reason was that the Government
did not organize, and I blame them very
much for not organizing, because they
had to meet an organized opposition.
They had to meet the late Government,
who were organized, with the energetic
ex-Chief Seeretary going round the
country and addressing the electors at
every possible place that he could go to,
alld claiming that wherever he went
victory followed. They had to contend
with the members of the late Government,
and they also had to contend with the
organization of the Trades Hall. Under
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these circumstances the Government
should not have simply t.rusted to chance,
they should have organized, and if t.hey
had done so there is not the slightest
doubt that they would not have been in a.
minority to-day; they would have come
through the elections with a majority of
members sitting on t.his side of the House.
Another reason for the result was that
a number of constitutional candidates
opposed each other in many electorates",
with the cOllseq nonce that several seats.
were lost to the party, which could
have been held had there been only
Olle candidate on that side. A very'
clear instance of that was afforded in thecase of the Melbourne seat. That seat
was lost, beyond the shadow of a doubt,._
from the faet that there were two candidates of the same views opposing each
other; and the same thing happened in
many other places.
Mr. GAIR.·-vVhat about Albert Park 1
Mr. McKENZIE.-The Albert Park
seat was jeopardized by two candidates
opposing each other. 'fhe seat of the old
member for Albert Park was endangered
from that cause, and if he had not been a
strong man, and had the people behind
him, he would probably have lost his
seat.
Mr. 'rRENWITH. -Then that proves that
this is a metropolitan Government.
Sir JOHN McI~T1RE.-It proves that
they had a "white" man to contend.
with.
Mr. McKENZIE.-It proves that they
had a man to deal with who was too
many for the Railways Standing Committee. vVe are told that these are the
reasons why the present Government are
to be turned out in order to make room
for those gentlemen who have a mandate
from the country to seize the Treasury
bench.
Mr. :MURRAY.-To seize the Treasury.
Mr. McKENZIE.-We have a very good. '
suspicion of why the present Government
have to go. The position is this: ~rhat a .
new Government comes in, and that means
eight portfolios and two honorary posi-·
tions. Then, in six months foul' of those
seats will probably become vacant, and
foul' more gentlemen will have to take·
their places. That represents fourteen.
Ministerial positions that are to be distributed-twelve portfolios and two hOll-orury positions. That is an unusllallylarge number of places to be open for
distribution. Now, there al'fl four of those
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gentlemen who haye expressed their intention to seek seats in the Federal Parliament. There is no one objects to that.
They are four men whom we would like
to see in the Federal Parliament.
But
it is a very strange thing that it
should be so urgently necessary that
those men should take the reins of
government for the coming six months,
and then leave the 10Gal Parliament to
seek a more congenial sphere in the
Federal Parliament.
I think that is
;something the country will require an
..explanation in regard to. Then we are
told that the reason for this is the
.urgency of getting many public Bills
through t.his House. One of those is the
Women's Suffrage Bill. It is so urgently
necessary that that Bill should be passed
.at once, that it is absolutely imperative
that the Opposition should come into
·office to carry it through. Now, the present Government are pledged to the
Women's Suffrage Bill, and there will be
.a fortnight's time lost if this amendment is
carried. There will only be three weeks in
which to transact the public business before the Christmas holidays-that means
before the 1st of January, when the Com.monwealth comes into existence. If it
is urgently neccesary that the 'Vomen's
.Suffrage Bill should be passed, who are
better able to pass it than the present
Government? And how can you save
time better than by allowing the present
Government to do the work ~ This instance only proves the insincerity of those
who put this argument forward. It is
absolutely insincere, and it is only meant
..as a pretence for putting the present
Government out in order to get their
iPositions. Another plea is the urgent
necessity of passing a Public Service
Reclassification Bill. Now, undoubtedly,
that Bill should be passed through this
Parliament before the end of the year;
. and that is a big question, and one that
requires a great deal of consideration to
deal with it properly. It would, in my
.opinion, be a standing disgrace to this
Parliament if we allow the public servants
·.of the Customs, the Post· office, and the
Defence departments to go over to the
Federal Government without being properly classified-without having a Reclassification Bill passed before they are
taken over by the Commonwealth. And
yet the action of the Opposition is calculated to-in faut, does-jeopardize the
char.ces of those public servants being
Mr. McKenzie.
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classified before they are taken over by
the Federal Government. Then we are
told that another reason is the difference
between the GoVernment and the Opposition in regard to the constitutional q uestion. Now, I would point out that that
question cannot possibly be dealt with
before the end of the year, and the next
session of this Parliament will not be opened
until the end of J nne, at all events, and
those men who are coming into office now
to carry out that reform will then have gone.
They will have left the Victorian Parliament, and gone over to the Federal
Parliament. So that these men, at all
events, do not intend to take part in itthe foul' chief men who are named for the
new Government. But on the merits of
the question the difference between the
Government and the Opposition in regard
to the convention proposal is great. It is
proposed that there should be 11 convention brought into existence, for the purpose of creating either an amended Constitution or a new Constitution for the
Victorian Parliament.
It is urged in
support of that proposal that the Legislative Council is not likely to accept any
reasonable scheme or amendment sent up
from this Honse. I should imagine that
it would be a reasonable thing to ask them
before jumping to that conclusion. They
have never been asked whether they will
accept any reasonable scheme of constitutional reform or not. They have never
been invited to do so. I, with a great
many others, believe that if they are invited
they will accept the invitation in a loyal
spirit, and deal with it on reasonable
grounds. I believe they will deal with
any scheme sent up from this House to
reform this House and the Legislative
Council on reasonable lines. I have
ad vocated for years that the large pro·
vinces of the Legislative Council should
be reduced; in fact, that each province
should be divided into three or four
single ~lectorates, aud that the qualifications of the members and electors
should be reduced to the ratepayers' roll •
I believe that if the members of the Legislative Council were asked to adopt a
proposal of this description they would be
most likely to accept it. But they have
never been asked~ and the leaders of the
Opposition, and those who support them,
have assumed that the Legislative Council
would not pass such a proposal. On this
assumption they have suggested that we
should go outside Parliament altogether
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and bring into existence a body for the
purpose of creating tbis new Constitution.
Mr. S'rAuGH'roN.-No, to amend our
present Constitution.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Either to amend it
or create a new one. Well, they put forward in snpport of this proposal the fact
that the Federal Constit.ution was created
by such a body.
hat analogy is there
between the Federal C9nstitution and the
conditions under which that Constitution
was created, and the circnrnstanoes under
which we are now asked to bring into
existence a convention for the pnrpose of
amending our Constitution. There is no
analogy whatever. The honorable member for Geelong (Mr. Andrews), in his
admirable speech, pointed out very distinctly and clearly the difference. It is so
patent that I do not. think it is necessary
to refer to it at all. But let us take up
some of the arguments that are used, It
is said that if this convention is brought
into existence it will frame an amendment.
of the Constitution that will express the
will of the people, and will, therefore, be
satisfactory to all. We have had an experience of one convention. At that convention there were one or two members who
might possibly be called country representatives, but generally speaking they were
city representatives. That is what would
happen again, because the huge city vote
would be the factor determining the
character of the convention.
Mr. TRENWI'l'H. -If they were elected
by the constituencies? There were greater
majorities in the country for some of
those on the convention, whom you say
were city representatives, than in the
city constituencies.
Mr. McKENZIE.-In regard to what
the honorable member for Richmond says,
that there were greater majorities in the
country, I reply that there was only one
man at the outside in the convention who
could in any way be regarded as a
country representative.
Mr. DUGGAN.-There is no analogy
between the two schemes.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Qllite true, there is
no analogy. I say we should have pr3.c·
tically the same result, and that the city
vote would preponderate in determining
the character of the convention. I am
satisfied that the character of the convention would be shaped by the city infltH'nee.
But, apart from that, suppose that sucb a
convention was brought into existence,
and that snch a Constitutional Reform

'V
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Bill were prepared by it. vVhat then 1
We are told that the Legislative Council
would not pass any scheme of reasonable
reform sent up t(l them.
Yet we are
asked to believe that the Legislative
Council will pass a measure brought into
existence by an outside body to reform
the Council. Honorable members are quite
aware that the convention could not be
brought into existence unless the Legislative Council agreed to the passing of an
enabling Bill. The Council is expected to
pass an enabling Bill for the purpose of
authorizing some outside body to effect the
reform of it, but the Council is not supposed to be prepared to effect its own
reform. I cannot imagine any more ridiculous suggestion than that-to think that
the Council will not agree to any reasonable
amendment of its own constitution, and yet
that it is prepared to hand over the framing of an amendment to an outside body
over which it would have no control whatever. I think that is one of the most
absurd proposals that could be put before
an intelligent assembly of people in this
community. But assuming, for the sake
of argument, that the Legislative Council
did pass an enabling Bill, and that the
convention was brought into existence and
did prepare a report. A Bill would then
have to be passed by both Houses of Parliament before itcould receive the force of law.
It would have to be passed by this House
and by the other Chamber, and the Legislative Council would ill the end be in the
position of being able to amend the proposed reform if it disagreed with it. The
Council would still have the key of the
position; it would still be able to prevent
the reforlll being carried into effect. I
cannot understand how anybody can
expect the people of this community to be
gulled by a proposal of this description.
It is nothing whatever but a hollow sham.
I do not wish to use strong language, but
it seems to me to be put forward for the
very purpose of deceiving the people.
Mr. GRosE.-'Yhat is the object of
Parliament ~
Mr. McKENZIE.-Yes, what is the object of Par1iament~ One of the objects of
Parliament is to reform its own constitution under the direction of the people.
But the honorable member wonld have
Parliament set aside, and an outside
irresponsible body brought in to reform
Parliament.
Mr. GRosE.-He would not have the
will of the people set aside.
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Mr. McKENZIE.-That is all clap-trap,
and it is about played out. Now, Mr.
Speaker, I think in regard to this matter
the' Government has been lIpon firm
ground, and ground which they can
maiutain, and ground upon which they
can go before the country. I venture to
say that there is not a constituency in
Victoria but will, when the matter is put
before them, indorse the act of the
Government in this respect.
Mr. rrBENwI'l'H.-It has been before the
constituencies.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Yes; but ill a good
many constituencies the case was not put
fairly before the electors.
Only the·
delusive argument in regard to what was
done in relation to the Federal Convention being good enongh for the local Parliament was put before the electora.
MI'. TRENWI'l'H.-Then you have been
remiss.
.Mr. McKENZIE.-I did my duty in
my constituency, and there is 110 difficulty
there. I cannot overtake all the COllstituencies, but I hope to overtake a good
many of them before very long. Now,
Mr. Speaker, we are asked to turn out
the present Government; and what for ~
In order that this proposal may be given
effect to ~
Mr. S']'AUGH'l'ON.-Not at all.
Mr. McKENZIE.-No, not at all; because it is a matter that must stand over
for six or eight months at all events. The
Opposition have no intention of pushillg
it. 'l'he men who are moving this motion
have not the slightest intention of doing
so. rrhe matter must stand over till next
J une-tha.t is, eight months hence. Still
it is urged that the present Government
should be got out of the way in order
that the matter may be dealt with. But
who are to take the places of the present
Government 1 That is a very interesting
question. A combination of the lat.e Government, the Trades Hall, and a few
country members, are to take possession
of the rrreasury bench. We are told
that to mention the Trades Hall is to
raise "this old bogy" to scare the people
of the country.
I am one of those who
do lIOt believe that the Trades Hall is a
bogy at all. I believe that it is a reality,
and one that will have to be dealt with
by the people of this conntry.
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-It has been dealt with.
Its policy has been adopted by the people
of this country.
.
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Mr. McKENZIE.-Oh! Has it 1 That
is where the difference comes in. "Vho
are" the" people of the coun try ~ No
people are " the" peoplo, according to the
honorable memb~r for Richmond, except
those who belong to the Trades Hall.
Mr. ST AUGH1'oN.-They tried to turn
him out very often, but he will not go.
Mr. 'fnENWI'I'H.-1'be honorable member
has tried to turn me out very often, and
I do not go.
.
Mr. McKENZIE.-At the election for
the Federal Convention a number of
'l'rades Hall people came forward as candidates. The honorable member for Richmond got a big vote on that occasion.
He got a vote that was beyond the power
of the Trades Hall. He got a big vote in
my district, and I helped him to get it.
But there were other Trades Hall candidates who came forward, and who also
got a big vote by means of the Trades
Hall influence .
Mr. TUENWI'I'H.-Who were they ~
Mr. McKENZIE.-'rhe vote they got
was not more than 16,000.
v
Mr. rrRI<:NwITH.-Name one.
Mr. MURRAY. - Sir Frederick Sat·good !
Mr. McKENZIE.-The honorable member knows very well who they were.
Mr. TRENWI1'H.-I do not; and you do
not.
Mr, McKENZIK-Yes, I do. One of
them is not in the House now, and I do
not desire to mention his name. He got
16,000 votes; and that is about the full
strength of the rrrades Hall vote.
Mr. THENwl'l'H.-It is not true that there
was another labour candidate at all; ancI
the proof is that you cannot name one.
Mr. McKENZIE. - What about Mr.
Hume Cook 1
Mr: TRENwITH.-He was not nominated
by the Trades Hall, nor by that party.
Mr. McKENZIE.-He was supposed to
be a Trades Hall candidate.
Mr. 'l'RENWITH. - He supported your
Governmen t.
Mr. McKENZIE.-His candidature was
indorsed by the 'l'rades Hall.
Dr. MALONEY.-So was that of Mr.
Alfred Deakin.
Mr. McKENZIE.-For the sake of this
combination of the late Turner Government, the Trades Hall, and a few country
mem bel'S, we are asked to displace the
present Government, the onl'y country
Government that has been in office in this
colony for a very long time. I doubt if
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there ever was so purely a country Government as the present Government in office
in Victoria. Country members are invited
to assist in turning out this Government
for the sake of the combination I have
referred to. Now, I rernem bel' some time
ago when the leader of the Opposition was
so annoyed by the Trades Hall party in
this House that he took up a very decided
attitude, and said he would be very pleased
if they would go over to the other side.
He expressed his views very strongly at
the time of the" sixpenny crisis" in regard to those members. He had been
accust0med to look for support to the then
opposition corner, and expected them tl)
get him ont of his difficulty.
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YRE.-The biggest mistake we ever made.
Mr. McKENZIE.-It was a mistake.
After we got him out of his difficulty
he quietly went back from the position
he took up at the time when he said
that if he granted this 6d. a day that
was asked for there would be other
public servants who would make the
sume claim on equally strong grounds,
and it would have to be conceded to them.
But he afterwards quietly conceded the
6d. a day to those gentlemen who had
advocated it, and left us, who had put
ourselves to some extent in an unpopular
position, out in the cold, after we had
given him our support to save him. from
his friends. Now he has gone right over
to them altogether. In fact, his position
reminds me of the couplet of PopeYet seen too oft, familiar with her face,
ViT e first endure, then pity, then embrace.

The leader of the Opposition first, endured,
then pitied, and now he embraces, rrhe
right honorable member has taken the
Trades Hall into his embraces. They
are one party, one happy family. There
is no longer any division-no schism
of any kind whatever. They are the
great liberal party of Victoria. It may
snit the right honorable member to do
this for the time being, but we may
have a shrewd guess that he is saying to
himself-" I shall only have to put up
with them till Ohristmas, and then we will
go into recess, and before the House meets
again I shall have taken my flight to the
Federal Parliament."
Mr. MURRAY.-He will very likely have
to meet a no-confidence motion from some
of the disappointed portfolio people.
Mr. McKENZIK--Sl1ch things have
happened before.
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Mr. MURRAY. - Suppose Prendergast
gets a portfolio instead of Trenwith.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I do not desire to
say nnythingpersollally disrespectful of the
Trades Hall representatives in this House.
I have no occasion to say anything disrespectful of them personally, but I certainly do object to them politically. I
admire them for their splendid organization. I respect them for what I believe
to be t,he honesty of their personal convictions. But, while I respect them for
their con victions and admire them for
their organization, I feel that they are
mistaken. I believe they have good objects in view-the same objects that other
members of this House have in view, and
I Claim to be one of them-that is, the
object of trying to benefit our fellow men,.
and to do the best we can for the community in which we live. But, while I
believe that is their desire, I also believe
they are using the wrong means, and that
if they wero permitted to have their way
they would work a deal of mischief to this
country. Oonsequently I am bound to
oppose them, but I do so on polit.ical
grounds. In respect to the Trades Hall
organization, country members must recollect one or two things. They must
not forget that the Trades Hall, in 1892,
issued a programme to the colony, in
which they proposed a tax on land
values sufficient to secure to the State
t.he unearned increment. It is true that
they afterwards dropped the latter part
of the proposal with regard to securing
the unearned increment, on account of
the howl of indignation with which that
proposal was received in the country districts. But they did so only as a matter
of expediency. It was not that they dis-.
believed in the principle, but that they
thought that it was an inexpedient thing
to bring it forward at that time. It was
said that they should first get the tax and
then, as opportunities offered, they should
put on the screw until land holdings had
become unprofitable, and the State conld
secure ,vhat is called the unearned inarement of land. That'is still the policy of
the rrl'ades Hall party, and that, I am sure,
cannot be indorsed by country representatives. It is absolutely impossible for
them to indorse a policy of that descriptioll. There was another plank in the
platform of the Trades Hall, namely, equal
electorates in proportion to population. I
admit, in all fairncss to the honorable
mcmber for Richmond, that he has not
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indorsed that plank in the Trades HaH
platform.
Mr. PEAcocK.-The late member for
Brighton indorsed it from the opposition
corner.
Mr. STAUGHTON. - He is out of the
House now because of that.
Mr. McKENZIE.-The leader of the
labour party does not approve of equal
electorates, but the party itself does, and
the Trades Hall recently put that in their
platform, and asked the Trades Hall representatives in this House to support equal
electorates as a plank in their platform.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-That is not correct;
it is not in the platform.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Then it was taken
out by the honorable member's influence, I
suppose. If it is taken out he is responsible for it being taken out. He did that
with his usual acuteness, pointing out that
if it was in it would be injurious.
Mr. BROMLEY.-It was never in the
platform, except provisionally, as a suggestion.
Mr. MADDEN.-h was in the platform
published in the Age, and sigued by the
late Mr. Joseph 'Vinter.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I can scarcely believe that country members sitting opposite are going to consent to a union of
this description. I can scarcely believe
that they have been gazing at the Treasury bench until they have been hypnotized. All I can tell them is that if they
bring about a union of this description, and
displace this Government to bring in a
Government such as is contemplated, then
they will have a reckoning day with their
electorates in future.
Mr. TRENWll'H.--"Ve have just had a
reckoning day.
Mr. McKENZIE. - There will be
another. A reckoning did take place recently, but without this item in it. It
was never understood by the electors that
they were to assist in displacing the
McLean Government-never understood
for a moment; and when it is understood
that they have done so there will 'be an
account to settle with them.
Mr. TRENWITH.-W"ith a credit balance
on their side.
Mr. McKEN ZIE.-That day of reckoning may come about sooner t.han the
honorable member anticipates.
The
House is yery evenly balanced, and there
will be a further disturbance when the
general election comes rounel.
The
present Ho~se is not likely to end ure for
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the full term of three years. It is likely
to have a short term.
Dr. MALONEY.-You mean that you
wish it.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I do wish it, because the constitution of this House is
not such as to augur any good to this
country. I should be prepared to see the
general election come at once, but if it is
delayed for a few months the decision
will be all the stronger. If the decision
were to-morrow, I am certain of what the
resul t would be; if it is ueferred for six
months, the position will he much more
pronounced than it would be to-morrow.
The primary producers of this conntry
can only have one opinion in regard tr)
the political situation. Those are the
men we have to consider here. I do not
deny that those who produce in the city-those secondary producers who deal with
the raw material and turn it into the
finished article - have their place in
society. They have a great pla.ce in
society. But the greater place in the
social fabric of the community must be
given to those who produce from the soil
-the primary producers. I say that the
constitution of this Honse at present
augurs 110 good to the primary producers.
I am perfectly satisfied of what the result
would be if we appealed to them. I do
not intend to occupy the time of the
House at greater length, except to say
that I sincerely trust that this motion
will be defeated, and that, if it is not, the
political life of those who succeed the
present Government will be very short
indeed.
Mr. MORRAY.-Listening to the remarks of the honorable member who hus
just resumed his seat, one might be led to
a disquisition as to who is the primary
producer-the man who cultivates the produets of t.he soil, or the artisan who makes
the tools that enable him to do so. Now,
the artisan who makes the plough is just;
as much a primary producer as the man
who holds the plough. W" ere we to
attend only to the interests of the rural
districts, we should find nlan in the most
primitive condition. We should find him
destitute entirely of agricultural implements. "Ve should find him going about
in a state of indecency, at any rate not
clothed with manufactured clothing; going
as onr fOl"f~fathers did, following some
rough instrument, made out of the redgum tree, perhaps, dragged by au ox in
primitive harness. The follower of the
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implement and the ox would be clad in
the primeval garb of our forefathers. vVe
should have him consuming the flesh of
the fellow to the ox in his team, minus
knife and fork, and we should have him
prodncing a poor kind of flour in a
primitive fashion between two stones.
'Vo are not here to discuss such questions. We have got beyoud that. But
if all the- Legislature followed the
views the honorable member has eApressed, we should not have advanced very
far from the primitive position in which
man was when he sat in a dugout.. vVe
should be worthy compeers of t.he old
cave men, instead of being worthy of the
high state of civilization which we find
obtaining to day, and of which we find
the highest expression in our constitutional forms of government. I will add
one word of congratulation to what has
been said with regard to the honorable
member who moved the address in reply
and the honorable member who seconded
it. One of the greatest friends I evet' had
since I have been in Parliament, one who
was instinctively a gentleman-as those
who knew him best will recollect-was
the late member for Geelong, Mr.
Andrews. He was one of the most
popular men in the House, and one whose
absence we all regretted. I am glad to
add my welcome to his son on his
presence here, and, from what we have
seen of him to-night, I may say that the
House has an acquisition in the honorable
member. Being an agricultnrist myself, I hail with delight the presence of
the honorable member for Kyneton in the
Honse. But, as an agricultural member,
I was surprised to hear him saying something for the production of the war horse.
r should have thought that the plough
horse would be more in his line. vVhen I
think of the war horse, I am reminded of
the Scriptural description of snch an
animalHe saith among the trumpets, "Ha, ha,"
and he smelleth the battle afar off.

There is a very good story told of Mr.
Stephen. I do not think he was a friend
of the hOllorable member for Eastern
Subnrbs, as he was a leader of the
Fenian party. He was known as the "head
centre" of the party, becanse it was
said he could" scent" the battle so fnr off.
If I had to mount a war charger, I should
like to mount one that would scent tho
battle far off, but not say" Ha, ha," and
not go near it 'Vhen war comes, if the
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honorable member can produce an animal
of that description, and places it at my
disposal in those inharmonious timeswhich Providence forefend may ever
happen here-I shall have reason to feel
grateful to him in that respe.::t. Weare
here to deal with a matter which is of
great importance to the country. No
great prominence was given to the question
of constitutional reform at the general
election. But the right way to set about
constitutional reform is to set about it in
a constitutional manner. There are some
in this Chamber who regard the Legislative
Council as t.he natural enemy of this
branch of the Legislature. I do not think
the C«>uncil are so antagonistic to ns as
we sometimes represent them to be. But
it is a very foolish thing not merely to
,,'alk into the den of the lion, but to
insist upon putting your head into the
lion's mouth, and not expect him to
snap your head off, more especially if in
the meantime you are prodding him in
the ribs. And that is what the proposal of
the leader of the Opposition will do. It
is said that the Legislative Council will
accede to no substantial measure of constitutional reform. I believe that the
Legislative Council is just as much aware
of the fact; that its constitution is considerably behind the times as are the
members of this Chamber. I, for one,
believe that it is behind the times. It
may ha \"e reflect.ed the o}Jinions of the
people of this country some fifteen or
twenty years ago; but it is not more than
fifteen or twenty yeari5 behind the times.
For a Second Chamber that is not a great
deal. I n the old country we have a
Second Chamber t.hat is more than a
century behind the times. It is a hereditary Chamber.
Dr. MALONEY.-It is not as bad as our
Legislative Council.
Mr. MURRA Y.-I cannot imagine anything worse than a hereditary Chamber.
Hereditary legislators may inflict anything on us in the way of bad legislation.
The Legislative Council, being aware of
the fact, is, I believe, desirous of having'
constitutional reform, and I believe that
if it were proposed to them in a fair spirit
they would meet us more than halfway. It is all very well to talk about
the referend Ul11 being a proper way
of finding out what the wishes of
the people are. I am not going to
touch upon the differences between the
convention as now proposed, and the

4:3 The Lieut.-GoverJW'!"s Speech.

[ASSEMBLY.]

convention that was given effect to for the
plllTJose of national legislation. As has
been pointed out, the circumstances are
entirely different. I can imagine circumstances ill which it might be a llecessity
to appeal to a referendum. But in view of
obtaining a fair measure of constitutional
reform, to adopt the referendum as an
initiative is an absolutely wrong step,
not only in my opinion, but, I venture to
say, in the opinion of all those who
will ponder the subject. It has been
pointed out that we are entirely in tho
hands of the other Chamber in trying to
gi ve effect to the idea of a COil vention.
vVithout the consent of the other Chamber we cannot legally have a l'eferendl.lm
upon this question. Here it is proposed
to make it an initial step for the reWhD.t must
form of the Constitution.
that mean ~ That the Legislature is absolutely incapable of performing the functions f{)r which it was elected-that it
cannot carry out the work of the country
which it was sent here to perform. If
yon have a cOllYention in this manner,
if a Ministry and a Parliament can
always delegate their reRponsibilities
and duties by submitting everything to
a referendum or a convention, the functiolls of Parliament will be taken away.
The proper conrse to adopt would be to
have a conference of both Houses. I do
not say that the Legislative Council would
accept the invitation. They might or
they might not, but, at any rate, it would
be a fair proposal coming from this
Chamber. The reason ·is this, and it is
manifestly a plain and a sufficient one,
that we have to deal, not merely with the
reform of one Chamber, but of both,
As
we are sending a certain number of members to the National Parliament it is right
there should be a reduction in the number
of members of this Chamber. That reform
of the Legislative Council is desired by the
great majority of the people is, I think,
undoubted. '1'he constitutional machine
docs lIot work with that absence of friction
which we should all like to see, and under
the circumstances reform is imperative.
Although the two Houses differ, we in this
Chamber are persor~ally on friendly terms
with the members in another place, and if
they were not very decent fellows I do
not think that that would be so. I have
spoken to some of them, and I think it
very probable that they would accept
an invitation to tl, conference. 'Ve know
the excellent results of the conference
Mr. Mll1Tay.
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that was held in reference to the Factories and Shops Act, the most useful
piece of legislation that has perhaps ever
been placed on the statute· book of this
colony. If the representatives of the two
Houses met in a friendly and acuicable
spirit to consider how far constitutional
reform should go and how far one Chamber
might yield to another, they might
draft a measure which would be acceptable to the people of the country. If
however, there were some or if there were
a majority who did not believe that it
would be acceptable to the people, it
could be submitted to them by means of
a referendum. After a conference had
been invited and refused it would be
time enough to talk about a convention,
but, in my opinion, by the means I have
indicated such a substantial measure of
constitutional reform could be obtained
as would be satisfactory.
'1'his was
not, however, a prominent question
in many constituencies during the recent elections.
It was not prominently brought before the electors of
vVarrnambool at all. The contest there
was fonght out on entirely different
grounds, aud I believe that in many
other constituencies the elections were
determined on personal issues, and with
very little regard to political questions.
Excepting in regard to constitutional
reform, there was nothing to choose as
between nhe programme of the Ministry
and the programme of the Opposition.
Both sides are trading upon the unexpended balance, and it is still a large one,
of the comprehensive programme ·which
was some years ago submitted to the
people of the colollY by the present Treasurer, who was at that time Premier (Mr.
Shiels). Although I expect to have a long
future, as a representative of the people in
Parliament, I do not expect to live long
enough to see all the material which was
furnished in that speech entirely utilized.
What does surprise me is the warm wholehearted support which the labour members are gi ving to t.he leader of the
Opposition.
Mr. STAUGHTON.- They are to get two
portfolios,
.Mr. .MURRAY.-I am not going to speak
of motives, but simply to treat of facts.
During the five years that the right. honorable gentleman was in office what was the
demeanour of the htbourparty towards him ~
Did not the most severe censure of his
policy como from the labour party ~ 'Vhat
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has the right honorable gentleman done
since to restore their confidence in him and
his policy 1 That is what somewhat
puzzles me. I cannot forget the action of
the right honorable member in connexion
\vith the Federal Electorate~ Bill, which I
thought was so undemocratic and so illiberal that it would alienate from him for
all time the support of the labour pal·ty.
·Where did the liberalism lie on that occasion 1 Did it lie with the leader of t.he
Opposition or with the present Premier 1
We know that the former supported the
second scheme, which was carried on the
motion of the honorable member for
Auglesey, and which was so illiberal, and
so utterly undemocratic, as to give in two
instances very nearly double the representation to a country consti tuency
that it gave to a town constituency.
rrhe right honorable member's liberal
colleagues in the late Government
parted from him on that occasion. He
had then an opportunity of giving practic'11 proof of his liberalism, but he
performed the most undemocratic act
that was ever performed by any professed
At the
liberal leader in Parliament.
same time, I recognise that he is the most
sensible of men; I a11l second to llone in
yielding to the leader of the Opposition
the tribute which he has a right to
receive from all sides, as having been a
steady sound common-sense leader, for
the most part, '" hen he was at the head
of a Government. But his attitude in
connexion with the Federal Electorates
Bill surprised his own friends. And "\vho
did we find him in close alliance with on
that occasion but the honorable member
for Anglesey, from whom he is widely
separated now 1 They ·were the two most
prominent men in leading the party
that voted against what was considered
on all hands, and by all sections of
the community, as a fair division of the
colony for the purpose of the election of
representatives to the Comrnonwealth
Parliament. If it everwasimperativeon the
House to recognise the principle of equal
electorates it was in connexion with the
Commonwealth Constitution, because the
underlying basis of it was equality of
representation, according to population.
From that, which is a cardinal principle,
and I hold rightly so, of tho Trades Hall
party-eq ual electorates, equal representation, and political equality-we found olle
of the chief deserters in the right honorable member for St. Kilda. At the
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present moment the labour party seem
to place the most implicit confidence in
the right honorable member, but I suppose that they, like others, never do
anything without a reason. ·What is
the reason of their present action 1 Is
it that by supporting him, by placing
him in power aga,in, they may have more
complete and fuller opportunities of inflicting that merited castigation upon
him which they think he righteously
deserves.
That may be to them an
all-sufficient reason-the opportunity of
feeding fat their ancient grudge-but I
do not think that they are acting in the
interests of progressive legislation.
It
would appear from the constitution of
parties in the House that the numbers are
up, but it is nevertheless a very unusual
proceeding for an honorable member to
move a motion of want of confidence in
a Government without making some
charges against them.
If the leader of
the Opposition is confident that he has
the numbers he might regard speechmaking as to some extent a waste of time,
but he ought to Ehow us, at any rate, that
he is going to substitute something
better for the Government which he proposes to displace. I should have liked to
have heard in what way the new Government is go;ng to prove better and more
satisfactory to the country than the
present Government. I do not wish to
ask the right honorable member who
his colleagues are to be. A forecast
has appeared in the press--it mayor it
may not be a correct one.
I congratulate the honorable members who have
been named, and I sincerely trust that they
may not be disappointed, as many others
have been on previous occasions. That
would be torture, more, I know, than some
of them could bear.
I am humane
enough not to wish to see any fellow
creature unnecessarily humiliated, but I
can predict for the incoming Government a very unpleasant time.
I was
speaking to a friend this morning, and
he said to me-" I suppose it will
take some time to break ill the new
members." I answered-" It does not
now take any time to break in a new
member, although it did when I first
came into Parliament." My past experience justifies me in saying that men
no sooner get into Parliament than they
fix their eyes on the Treasury bench, and
keep them there until they get another
part of their anatomy on it.
'l'hey do
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not think it necessary to serve any not think it unworthy of him to attribute
apprenticeship to their trade, but consider motives to an honorable member who
themselves quite competent to undertake appears here now for the first time.
Ministerial and administrative duties. Under the circ umstances I feel it to be
The young members will not require any my duty to place the facts on record, so
breaking in. The difficulty on this occa- that my constituents may know that, a
sion will be to prevent them from break- charge having been made, the refutation
ing out. As a true friend of the leader was given forthwith.
My address to the
of the Opposition, my wish is that he electors was published in the newspapers
may not be successful in his attempt on the 13lh Oct9ber.
I then spoke at
to oust the present Government from Euroa, and, if honorable members will
the Treasury bench. We know how refer to the report of my speech, they
frequently, when he was Premier, he will not find one word in it about either
told us, and told US in all sincerity, tbat the present Premier or the leader of the
he was tired of his position. If in Opposition. Those gentlemen had not up
the past the labour party have chas- to that time placed their programme
tised him with whips, in the future they before the country, and I, therefore, had
will chastize him with scOrpiOllf:l. If he ta express simply my own views.
I had
has a Trenwith as a colleague, he will have to commend myself to my constituents by
a Prendergast as a leader of the labour my own arguments, and not by proclaimparty, and there is no doubt that that ing myself a follower of eitherolle side orthe
gentleman can, when he is in the vein, other. On the 20th of October the speech
slash out in a very effective manuel'. He drlivered by the Premier at Bairnsdale
will do so. The leopard wonld as soon appeared, ana on that day I had to drive
change his spots as the honorable mem ber from Benalla to Mansfield, a distance of
for Melbourne North would change his 40 miles, and to canvass that extent
principles. No fear of fnture consequences of country. The date of the election
will ever deter him from doing what he was so fixed as practically to exclude
believes to be his duty. I venture to say any new candidate from contesting a
that, unless the leader of the Opposition country electorate. 1.'he result was, as
carries out liberal legislation more effec- the honorable member for Anglesey has
tively in the future than he has done in the stated, that 29 constituencies were unpast, the opportunity will very frequently contested, and no wonder. In the time
OCCllr to the honorable member and to available it was impossible for anyone to
other honorable members associated with contest a country constitliellcy, If I had
him to speak wholesome truths, and to waited until the 20th of October for the
give him a bit of their minds. I do not Premier's speech that would only have
think that on the present occasion a left me eleven days, as the elections were
change of Government would be in the to take place on the 1st of November.
interests either of the country or of pro- At one of my meetings, at a place called
gressive legislation.
I would ask the Barwite, I was asked if I was a Minisparty with which I have been identified for terialist. I knew nothing then of what
so long-and although we are slightly was going on in Melbourne. I had not
separated at the present time I do not read the speech of the leader of the Oppothink the separation is a final one-not to sition; and up to the present time I have
be untrue to what is, perhaps, after all, not read it. I stated that, as ten memone of the strongest planks in their plat- bers were vacating their scats, the fate of
form-the principle of voting for measures the Ministry would depend entirely on
the votes of the men who were elected in
and llOt for men.
Dr. McINERNEY.--I must, in the their places. At Euroa I was asked a
first place, Mr. Speaker, apologize for similar question, and one elector interintruding upon the House on this the first jected that the programmes of both sides
occasion in which I have occupied a seat were practically the same. I then gave
in this Chamber. I should not have the same answer. In the face of these
risen had I not been exposed to facts, will the Premier still continue
attack from the Premier, who made to impute motives to me 1 Before
an inaccurate statement. The h011or- I resume my seat I should like, Mr.
able gentleman did even more than that. Speaker, to say a word with reference to a
He told us that he has had twenty years' remark that you yourself thought fit to
.
experience ill the House, alld yet he did make.
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The SPEAKER.-rrhe honorable member had better not refer to that matter.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-I did expect
that some honorable member on the opposition side of the House would have
risen to have replied to the able speech
that was delivered by the honorable member for Anglesey, but it appears to me
that on this occasion we are to be confronted with a conspiracy of silence. The
honorable member for Delatite has
given us a personal explanation. I can
only say that I hope it will satisfy his
constituents. I am rather inclined to
think that all through the election he was
waiting to see how the cat would jump.
So far as I can gather, he was, up to a
cel'hin point, a partisan of the McLean
Government. I am certain of one thing,
and that is, that there are not six members on the opposi tion side of tho House who,
if they had been asked the question, would
have said that they would be prepared
immediately to snpport a motion of waut
of confidence in the McLean Government.
I should ask them now to do an unusual
thing, and to hold up their hands in
school- boy fashion to show how many of
them said-" I shall vote at the very first
opportunity against the McLean Government, with the view of putting in tho
Turner Government." I ask how many of
them are ready to hold up their hands ~
Dr. MALONEY.-Who are you to ask
any such thing ~
Sir JOHN McINTYHE.-I am confident that if these members had voted as
they said they would, instead of there
being 48 members on that side, they
would not have 38. There is not the
slightest doubt in my mind that if these
members had told their constituents that
they did not desire to be returned on
political grounds at all, but largely on
personal gronnds, the result would have
been very different. It has been stated
to-night '"by the honorable member for
Warrnambool that the question of a convention was scarcely debated at all throughout
the country. Certain papers in the metropolis claimed the credit of initiating that
idea; it came neither from the Government
side of the House nor from the opposition.
Therefore, I think that question
has very little to do with giving what
appears to be a permanent majority to
the leader of the Opposition.
Now,
has this House been returned for the
purpose of gratifying personal vanity and
ambition? It appears to be so. Can any
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honorable member assert that this motion
is being put forward in the true interests
of the country ~ Not one; they dare not
say it. They put it forward deliberately
in the interests of the ambition of one
individual. I feel sure that the electors
at the present time are as strongly
McLeanites as they ever were, and more
so. The present action on the part of
the Opposition has taken the country
by surprise. The leader of the Opposition stands up and, with scarcely a word,
demands a challge of Government. Why?
Merely in order that he might get the
place. N ow, there is a great desire on
the part of several honorable members
to amalgamate what they call the liberal
party. Well, why should not that amalgamation take place from the opposition
side?
Let them come over here and
strengthen the real liberal party. If ever
there was a liberal party in the colony, it is
undoubtedly on this side of the House at
the present moment. Every measure
which contains liberal ideas has been
carried by honorable members sitting
here, and by so-called conservatives.
Conservatives!
That is a bogy in this
colony.
It is as great a bogy as the
Trades Hall bogy, and yet it is by " conservatives" that most of the liberal legislation of the country has been passed.
From the earliest times it has been the
"conservative" party from which we have
obtained liberal laws. What has the
present Government done in the way of
liberalism?
I myself have strongly
opposed many of their measures, but, of
course, you cannot expect any Government to give you all you want.
Mr. TRENwITH.-This Government will
give you most of what you want.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-'Vould it not
have been a just and fair thing for the
leader of the Opposition to have stood up
and pointed out in what way the measures proposed by the present Government
are antagonistic to the liberalism of Victoria? Do honorable members mean to
tell me that the country would attempt to
put out the Government before they
knew what measures were brought forward by the other side ~ It is utterly
ridiculous to suppose that such would be
the case.
Now, what are the measures
which the Government propose?
They
start with a measure to which I am
strongly opposed, and I will not support
them in it, but they have a majority on
the other side of the House to help them.
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An honorable member sitting near me
suggests quietly to me that a majority in
the country is opposed to women's s~lf
frage. That point can be decided by the
adoption of a proposal of which I have
just given notice. As I say, the first item
on the Government programme is a ,Bill
to confer the franchise on women.
I
understand that most honorable members
sitting on the opposition side of the
House believe in that measure. At all
events, they used'it as a means of getting
votes. They think it is a popular question in the country. Are honorable members opposite going to put out a Government which proposes to deal at once with
that measure? I do not hear a single
voice saying-" Yes, we are." ffhe next
item says thatLegislation is urgently needed in order to retain the mallee farmers on their holdings.

Is that not a liberal measure? Will any
honorable member say that it is not a
measure demanding immediate attention 1
Are honorable members opposite going to
put out the Government for that? 'Vill
anyone 011 the opposition side of the
House say that it is a measure which
should not be passed 1 The next paragraph saysA scheme for the establishment of a proyision
for old age has, after careful consideration,
been prepared by my advisers, and will be laid
before you without delay.

Now, who is opposing old-age pensions 1
Are there any members on the opposition
side of the Honse who OppOS8 it 1 Following this comes the announcement thatThe reclassification of the public servants in
those departments of the State which are to be
transferred to the Federal Government is a
subject of urgency, and a measure dealing with
this matter will be presented for your early
consideration.

Are any members of the Opposition opposed to that 1 Then comes a proposal to
appoint a Royal commission to cOllsider
the- question of religious instruction in
State schools,
Mr. STAUGHToN.-I am opposed to
that.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-I am opposed
to it also, but are there any members on
the opposition side who are opposed to it7
Surely this is a question on which the
Government should get the support of the
Opposition. Members on that side of the
House refuse to say a word. The leader
of the Opposition has said to his followers
- " Keep quiet, mum's the word. I want
to get over there to-morrow, and you are
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not to say a word to prevent it." The
last item in tho Government programme
states thatTn view of the advent of federation, my
advisers will submit a measure providin/1 for a
reduction in the emoluments of the representative of Her Majesty in Victoria.

Surely honorable members opposite are
all delighted to hear that. N ow, where is
the item in this short speech-the shortest
speech on record-to which any member
on that side of the Honse can point as
not being of a liberal character. It is
rubbish to attempt to blind the country
to what is being done here to-night. The
country may go to perdition so long as the
Right Honorable Sir George Turner is able
to obtain a vote for his own purposes. As
I have mentioned several times already, I
remember with much pleasure that \vhen
I WI1S sitting on the front opposition
bench, the right honorable gentleman
always looked whenever T rubbed it into
him as thollgh he would be glad to get l'id
of the work of the Premiership. He gave
us to understand that he was simply killing himself by remaining in office, that he
was destroying his business outside, and
his health inside. 'Ye relieved him of his
troubles, and gavehim a holiday. But he had
not been enjoying that holiday for more
than a couple of days before he wanted to
get back. I can assure the right honorable
gentleman that the country sees through
this manamvre more than he and some of
his followers think, and I claim the votes
of a number of the members on that side
of the HOllse against the amendment. The
honorable member for Delatite has made
an explanation. I ask him whether, in
his conscience, that explanation is satisfactory to himself, and whether it will be
satisfactory to his constituents. I have
been assured that the honorable member
was looked upon in his distri'ct as a
supporter of the McLean Government.
Another honorable member, the honorable member for Gippsland 'Vest, a gentleman I have reason to respect from what
I have heard of his history, announced
throughout his constituency up to a certain date that he was a supporter of the
McLean Government.
Mr. NICHOLS.-Up to the delivery of
the Bairnsdale speech.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE. - The honorable member did not then go back to the
places whel'e he had promised to support
the McLean Government and give the
electors there an opportllnityof considering
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'his change of opinion. I have had it
straight from one of his own friends that
the honorable member was pledged to
help the McLean Government. rrhe honorable member may have seen many
things in the Premier's speech of which
he did not approve, but after the promise
he had given he was in honour bound to
observe it. I have never supported the
McLean Government in all their proposals.
I supported more of the measures submitted by the present leader of the Opposition than I have of the measures of the
present Government, and I was one of
their severest critics d llring the course of
last session. When I was leading the
Opposition, we time after time saved the
Turner Government from themselves and
their supporters. I have mentioned one
or two members of the Opposition whol I
think, ought to be supporting the Government, and I do not want to name more.
But there is one honorable member whom
I must confess I am surprised is not here
with us. His name is Mackinnon - a
" Mac)) of all mell in the world. The
honorable mem bel' successfully fought
the battle against women's suffrage,
and we really did look forward to his being
one of us. But there he is. How was he
"got at" at all ~ 'Vhat kind of reasoning
could have induced him to give himself
over body and sonl to a party which, after
to-morrow, will not hesitate to kick him
out again at the first chance ~ All those
who have gone over from this side have
suffered in that way. They are used for
a purpose, aild when that purpose is satisfied out they go. 'Ve are here to-night
to deal with 1:1, very important question
indeed, and in all my experience in the
House I never saw a want-of-confidence
motion presented in such a weak form.
The country is demanding important work
at the present time, and what is to happen,
when the leader of the Opposition knows
that if he carries this amendment he will
not be able to call the House together
again for the next three weeks, arrange
the matter as he may. Lord Hopetoun
will arrive in these colonies very soon
afterwards) so that there will be very little
time to devote to the business of this
House. Everything in the country may
go to rack and ruin, so long as the right
honorable member for St. Kilda is Premier
when federation is started. Is it fair that
the interests of the country should be
sacrificed to satisfy t.he right honorable
gentleman's ambition? I quite admit
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that he fully deserves a place in the
first Federal Government, but why
should the affairs of the state Parliament be put into such confusion in
order to gratify that ambition '? vVe
have a right to-night to point out to
the country what is going to happen if
the country is to be placed in this position, in accordance with the undoubted
intention of those who are supporting the
amendment.
I quite believe that the
Government does not possess the confidence of a majority of the House; but
we are assuming a different position altogether when we say that the country does
not possess that confidence. It is impossible to say that the majority in the
House represents the views of the majority
in the country on that point. On the
contrary, I am sure that if the country
had the question of McLean v. Turner
put to it the vote would be in favour of
the present Government by a considerable
majority. I ask honorable members to
reflect carefully before giving their vote
to-night. It is not necessary for them to
insist that this Goyernment should carry
out everything they desire, but there is
no doubt that the McLean Government will
do morc for the interests of the country
than can possibly be got if the Turner
Government returns to power. I say that
the country is not in a position now to
encourage the change. Many of the new
members of the House ha ye been returned
to snpport measures and not men, and if
they are consistent I maintain that they
are not justified in voting for this amendment. I have the impression that many
of these honorable members, when they
were before the country, promised that
they would support the McLean Government if they found that their measures
were of a liberal eharacter, and calculated
to advance the interests of the country
districts.
Mr. McCOLL.-The case for the
Government has been very fairly put by
the three last speakers, but there are a.
few more points that I think the country
ought to know, and I think it is necessary
that more than one Minister should deal
with the Government position.
The
honorable member for Anglesey said, and
with some justice, that the Goyernment
was partly to blame for being in a
minorit.y, because it did not o.rganize the
elections properly. 'VeIl, Mr. Speaker, if
the Government had studied their own
personal interests as they had studied the
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interests of honorable members on both
sides of the House, and the interests of
the country, they would have had a
majority to-night. But we were extremely
busy.
Vve had a lot of very important
work to do, and measures to pass.
W8
were doing the country's work here, and
we could not, at the same time, be doing
our own work outside. In addition to
that, members of both sides of the House
came to the Government and said-" Let
us have the elections over as quickly as
yon can. Shut the House up as soon as
possible.
We have men in our district
undermining us, and we won't have a
chance unless we get to our electorates." As I say, the request was made
to us by members of both sides of the
House, and by more on the opposition
side than on this. In deference to it,
we pushed the business through to allow
members to get away to their constituencies. Strange to say, some of the
very men who urged us to adopt that
course charged us before their constituents
with having rnshed the elections through.
It is only due to the Government to say
that that was one reason why the organization on the Government side was not s:>
efficient as it might have been. In fact,
we had no organization at all. If we had
run the session up till the 24th October,
as we might have done, and taken the rest
of the year to fight the elections, the
Government would be in a different
position to-night. Now, a good deal has
been said about the attitude that certain
honorable members took up when they
were before their constituents. '.chat is
one reason why the Government did not
organize. A large number of members
came before the country as neutrals, so
to speak. They said-" vVe are going for
measures, not men, and our programme is
so-and-so." Seeing there was only one
point of difference between the Government programme and that put forward by
the Opposition, it was naturally understood by the Government themselves, and
by a large number of the constituents
of these members, that the members
referred to were going to support the
Government. The very last thing their
constituents expected was that they would
vote for a motion of want of confidence on
the very first day the House met. Had
they told their constituents, as they should
have done, honestly and straightly that
that was their intention, they would not
have been in the House to-night. Instead
Mr. JlcOoll.
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of that., they sheltered themselves under
a neutral position, and got votes by
declaring that they were going to give
the Government fair play, at all events.
vVhat is that fair play 1 It is that the
Government is to be put out without
having the slightest chance whatever of
carrying the much-needed measures that
appear in its programme. And when
honorable members say that the views
of the country are represented by the
honorable members sitting on that side of
the Honse, I utterly and entirely deny it.
If they had said before they came here
that they were going to vote as they are
about to do, they would never have seen
the House this session. Now, there are
other honorable members who sat in the
Honse Jast year, and who came to the
Government and said-" Though we are
sitting in opposition now, do not consider
that we are going to remain in opposition
to your Government after we return from
the country." These men are going to
vote against the Government to-night.
The honorable member for Delatite has
taken a good deal of pains to make an
explanation. It is most unfortunate for a
new member of the Honse to start his first
speech with an explanation, because-" He
who excuses, accuses."
Dr. MALONEY.-That was caused by the
false accusation made by your chief.
Mr. McLEAN.-You will see whether
it is a false accusation.
Mr. McCOLL.--The honorable member
for Melbourne West should wait a little
before he speaks. Information was conveyed to the Government that the honorable member for Delatite had pledged
himself to some of his constituents
to support the McLean Ministry, and if
he tells us to-night that he never did
anything of the kind, I say, will he repeat
the denial 1 He pledged himself with two
leading men in Benalla that he would
support the Government. ·Will he deny
that 1
Dr. McINERNEY.-Yes.
Mr. McCOLL.- Will the honorable member deny what he stated on the platform?
An HONOR.ABLE MEMBER.--Is that a
newspaper report 1
Mr. McCOLL.-Where are we to go for
a report of a speech but to a newspaper 1
This is the jJfansfleld Courier, of Saturday, 27th October.
Dr. McINERNEY.-Read one word where
I said I would support the McLean Government.
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Mr. McCOLL. - The following is an
extract from the report : Mr. Al1drews.- Which of the two liberal
leaders will you follow?
Dr. McIl1erney.-lf I can, I will follow
Mr. McLean. He is very fair, and if he remains
in the House I will be pleased to be with him.

Dr. McINERNEL-That was seven days
after the Bairnsdale speech.
Mr. McCOLL.·-It was three days
before the election. I leave the matter to
the House. I leave the honorable member
to his constituents. N ow, Mr. Speaker,
putting aside these personal matters, we
come to the fact that the Government tonight is faced for the third time since it
has been in office with an attack instigated
by the leader of the Opposition. When
the Government took office the righ t
honorable gentleman expressed his intention to give the Government a fair show.
He said he would help the Government
through with their measures, and assist
them in any W(l,y he could.
Mr. TucKER.-Does he mean to do that
when the Government is in a minority ~
Mr. McCOLL.-I am not here to answer
conundrums. The right honorable gentleman carried out that promise by signing
the requisition to the opponent of a former
colleague, and got his lieutenant, the
honorable member for Clunes, and also
Mr. Kingston, of Adelaide, to do the
same. Opposition was brought forward
to that gentleman, and also to the then
member for Castlemaine (Mr. McCay).
The House had no sooner met than the
leader of the Opposition tabled a wantof-confidence motion againt the Government, but it was defeated by about the
same majority as on the previous occasion.
The right honorable gentleman 1hen
entered into a compact with the honorable member for Geelong (Mr. Higgins)
that the latter honorable member should
table a want-of. confidence motion against
the Government, and when Mr. Higgins
stood up to table his motion, he clean
backed down because there was no show
of carrying it. The leader of the Opposition now meets the House once more,
and on the first day of the session tables
another want·of-confidence motion, at Lhe
same time giving no reasons whatever,
and making no charge against the Government as to a single default. It is not
alleged that the Government 11as been in
any other respect wanting, or that it is
not a thoroughly liberal Government.
He has not made a single charge against
Second Session 1900.-[4]
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the administration of the departments.
It is trne that he did say some wretched
things at St. Kilda, of which he should
have been ashamed, and he now relies on
his brute force to put the Government
out. As I have said, if honorable members all round had acted up to their platform pledges they would not vote to· night
against the Government. N ow, the leader
of the Opposition says that this motion
is that the Government has llot the
confidence of the House or of the country.
I admit it has not the confidence of the
House, but I deny that it has not the confidence of the country. If honorable
members will take the trouble to look at
the country press, in the Library, they
will see that nine out of ten of the
country papers deprecate this amendment, and are strongly in favour of the
present Ministry being allowed to remain
in office. And not only is the country
press of that opinion, but Balle rat·, the
home of liberalism, returned two members by magnificent majorities in favour
of the Government. At Bendigo the
most radical organ had a leading article
yesterday ridiculing the want of-confidence motion, and advocated strongly
that the Government should be left alone.
Mr. SANGS1'EH.-The same thing applied
when the Patterson Government were de·
feated.
Mr. McLEAN.-Oh, you are not in the
next combination; you will be disappointed.
Mr. SANGS1'ER.-I will not be disappointed; I am not an office-seeker like
you.
Mr. McCOLL.-On the platform at St.
Kilda, the leader of the Opposition expressed his sincere desire for the reunion
of the liberal party. But how have he and
his lieutenant endeavoured to bring about
the unity of the liberal party ~ By simply
using the very worst possible words concerning those men who saw fit to differ
from them eleven months ago, and doing
all they could to oust those men from
political life.. On every platform in the
country t.hey have been decrying those
men, in \vords of rftncour and malice, as
traitors to the liberal cause, whereas, by
crossing the floor of the House in the
division that resulted in the ejection of
the Turner Government, those men saved
the measures of that Ministry, and carried
into law liberal legislation which, but for
their action, would have been in the wastepaper basket to· day. There has been no
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attempt to unite the liberal party, but
every attempt made to humiliate, degrade,
and thrust out of public life the men who,
eleven months ago, had the courage and
manliness to rise above their party, in
the country's interests, and eject the
Turner Government from office, as it deserved to be. 'When this Honse met on
27th June, 1899, the head of the late Government had behind him a following of
67, including the member3 of the Ministry;
but on the 30th of November, in a House
of 88 members, the 1\lrner Government
was beaten by a majority of eleven votes.
What caused that change ~ Was it caused
by the Govemment sticking to liberal
principles ~
Mr. BROMLEY.-No; it was caused by
treachery and scheming.
Mr. McCOLL.-'What were your private
remarks about that Government. expressed
all through the building ~ Don't yon talk
about treachery.
Mr. BR0:\ILEY.-I made no private remarks but what I repeated in public.
The SPEAKER.-Order. Both honorable members are out of order. The
honorable member for Carlton is not entitled to interject while the Minister of
Lands is addressing the Honse, and the
Minister of Lands should address the
Chair, and not the honorable member for
Carlton.
Mr. McCOLL.-'Vhen an honorable
member uses such a strong term as
treachery it makes one angry. I hope
the members of the Opposition will restrain
themselves, and allow me to get on with
my speech. I ask, what caused that fallingoff of the supporters of the late Government ~ 'Vas it tlot because the late
Government showed themselves utterly
incapable of leading the House, and because they were not pushing on with the
business before the House? The one
measure which the House and the country
looked for-the Factories Act Amendment
Bill-was in danger. That Bill was ready
in April, and its first reading. was moved
in June; but, although the Factories Act
absolutely expired that year, the measure
was not brought before this Chamber for
discussion until the middle of November.
vVhy was that measure kept back ~ In
order that it might be dflngled before h011orable members to keep the Goverlilment
majority tog~ther, and thus pave the way
for certain members of that Government
to get into the Federal Parliament.
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Mr. rfUCKER.-'Vho was to blame for
the delay in passing that, Bill? vVas not
a portion of the blame your own?
. Mr. McCOLL. - 'Vhat nonsense. It
was certainly not the fault of the then
Opposition. ~ If any Opposition deserved
well of this country it was the Opposition
that sat on the other side of the chamber
for five years, and never once submitted !t
single want-of-confidence motion. Although
the Government was humiliated time after
time, and made honorable members feel
ashamed to be members of the House, not
once did a motion of want of confidence
emanat6l from that Opposition.
Mr. PEAcocK.-Because you hfld not the
numbers-that i8 why.
Mr. McUOLL.-No, it was because we
studied the interests of the country . Not
once, but twice or three times, had the
Opposition chosen to throw their weight
in with the :.M.ini.sterial corner, the Government would have been put out.
Mr. TnENWrI'H.-You know that that
corner wOllld not have you.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-We could bave
put the Turner Government out on two
or three occasions qnite easily, but we
preferred to do what was best in the
interests of the country at the time.
Mr. McCOLL.-rrhe fact was that the
House and the country had completely
lost patience with the rrurner Government
because of the way matters were mismanaged, and because there was no attempt to 'pass measures which the country
desired. The sole obj ect of Ministers
seemed to be to hang on to office at any
cost. The Attorney-General was allowed
to go to England as Attorney-General,
after deserting his briefs for the Fitzroy
Council, and snpport the appeal of the
Tramway Company, which has not been
successful. The leader of the Government
said that two men were innocent of
charges of breach of privilege and yet
afterwards voted in favour of a verdict of
guilty. The country could not forgive
the late ·Government for its sins of
omission and its sins of commission, and
therefore t.hey ,vere j nstly turned out of
office. Talk about treachery, and the
breaking up of the liberal party, why
the men whobroke up the Turner
Government were the men who saved the
legislation of that session. Now, there bas
been no attack on the present Government's administration. If anyone will
take the tronble to run thTOugh the
whole gamut of speeches of honorable

:Phe Lieut.-Gove1'noT's Speech.

114 Nov.,

members during the last election campaign, no matter on which side of the
House honorable mem bers sit, he will find
that there has hardly been a single attack
011 the administration of the Government
in any department.
Mr. 'fRENWI'l'H.-Not even about the
Davey case~
Mr. MoCOLL. - Does the honorable
member for Richmond (Mr. Trenwith)
want to know the ins and outs (i)f that
case ~ 1£ he does, let him ask the honorable member for Melbourne West, after
which he will not mentioll that man's
name in the House again.
Dr. MALONEY.--No; any man who
defends him knows nothing about the
case.
Mr. McCOLL.-The honorable member
for Rodney (Mr. Morrissey) told his constituents that when this Government came
into office the various departments were
in splendid order, and that everything
was in good form. But the honorable
mem ber kno\\ s that that is not true.
-What was the state of the different
departments 1 No doubt h011or:1.ble members have read the articles that have
lately appeared in the Age, and whilst
there is much that is untrue and biased
in them, there is much that is true, and
deserving of the reflection of hOl1orable
members.
vVhat does the A.qe say
of the condition of the Education
department ~ That the truancy regulations had been shamefully ignored, that
thousands of children had been left without instruction, that there had been a-n
absolute f~dlure of the system, that young
lives had been positi vely ruined by the
mal-administration of the department, and
the youth of the country diverted into
wrong channels, with the result that there
were 13,000 _applicants for 387 positions.
A H.oyal commission was appointed to
gloss over the defects of the Education
department-under a president who was
simply remarkable for his "funniosities."
But what did that commission find ~ That
thousands of chHdren in this colony were
uncared for, that 12,000 -W"l1O ought to
have been at school were not looked after
in any way, and that the department was
suffering from neglect and incapacity in
its administration. That was the record
after the honorable member for Clunes had
been Minister of Public In~tructionfor
five years. 'Vhat was ,the condition of ·the
State schools all over the colony? rrhey
were starved down. If there is anything
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that a man ought to be ashamed of it is
the way in which school children were
treated during those fiye years. Many of
them had to walk miles through heat,
rain, wind, and cold to reach school, thus.
laying the seeds of disease in their constitutions, all through the mal-administration
of the Education department.
Sir JOHN McIN'I.'YRE.-All to square the
ledger.
Mr. PEAcocK.-And all approved by
Parliament.
Mr. McCOLL. - In the Rail \vay department on ly 2~ miles of now lines were con-structed during the last 5'~ years, whereas
since this Government took office four new
lines have been passed, and two lines that
had been huug up for years have been
taken in hand, whilst round a.bout Melbourne there have been fewer unemployed
than for many years past, a fact which the
Trades Hall has admitted.
Mr. MORRTssEY.-'l'he late Government
provided the means to do all that YOll
have just mentioned.
Mr. McCOLL.-How can the honorable-member'say that 1 I do not want to haveanything to say to the Trades Hall member for Rodney. As to the Lands department, honorable members know the condition in which I found it as well E;.S I do
myself. The conduct of that department
has been the hardest ten months' work I
ever did in my life. I have had to work
almost night and day to get it into
anything like order. The arrears were
enormous, and the Jackson inquiry clearly
showed that the department was one massof disorganization and discontent.
In
1898 there were 3,900 applications received by the Lands department; in 1899
some 7,000 odd, and t.here was a completeblock when I went to the department.
This year the record is 12,000 applica-tions, or more than th,ree times the
number there was in 1898, and yet theofficers inform me that the work is going-_
on smoothly, and that the arrears arecomparatively small. I have been very
strict indeed in my administration of the
Lands department. When this Government took office the department of Agriculture was in a similar condition, and itwill take years to pull up the Education de·
partment. But, now that we have worked
up the arrears and rectified the errors
and blunders of the previous five years'
administration of the various departments,
we are to be turned out of office. Parliament put on the statute-book a measure
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providing for closer settlement, but al.
though it had been passed twelve months
when the late Government was ejected
not a single estate had been purchased,
whereas the present Government have
bought 0ne estate of 10,000 odd acre,s,
another of 33,000 acres, and another of
between 4,000 and 5,000 acres, On those
three estates, where only OIle family was
living on each estate, there will be 150
families in occupation before another
month or two are over. The late Government put workmen's homes in their programme, but I spIDke on that subject long
ago, as reported in the Age, so that it was
only clap. trap for the Opposition to insert
that item, seeing that it really came from
us.
I trust that whoever comes to the
Lands department will carryon tbe good
work of oloser settlement and the establishment of workmen'H homes in the
vicinity of big cities, so as to take people
-out of the thickly-populated centres to
places where they can live under freer and
better conditions. Any Minister of Lftnds
who does that will have my support, no
matter on which side of the House I sit.
We are told, in a good many places, that
-this is a question of leadership-that the
head. of the Government is not to be
trusted, and that the leader of the Opposi·
tion is. Well, I will put the characters
.and C:lreers of those two men side by side,
_and ask the most radical member of this
House which of them is the truest liberal,
which is the man who has stood firmest
by his principles and who has never swerved
from them ~ I know that the answer will
be, the head of the Government. There are
sometenortwelveleading points in the political programmes before the country. On
those points there is almost an absolute
agreement between the parties, except 011
the one relating to the proposed convention. Now, I would point out that that
. question will not come before this Chamber for consideration for the next six
months, at any rate, ::tnd yet for that one
particular point of difference a change of
-Government is to be made, a1rld the work
of the country, which is now going on
.smoothly in all the departments, is to be
.thrown into confusion and arrears, in order
to gratify the vanity of a few honorable
members who want to get into the Federal
Parliament. I do not hesitate to say that,
in talking about the convention, honorable
members are simply making catspaws of
the country's interests, and humbugging
the people from one end of the colony to
Mr. McOoll.
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the other. Noone knows better than
themsel ves that all their talk about the
convention is the merest moonshine. Not
one honorable member has told the people
of this country how they are going to
get thrt t convention, and they know perfectly well that they will never get it,
because another place will insist that the
constitutiollal course of procedure shall
first be tried. The advocates of the convention know that they are gulling the
people of the country, throwing dust into
their eyes, and holding out before them
the prospect of securing something they
cannot obtain. It has been said that the
Government proposals do not go far
enough. No doubt it would have been
very much better if we could have had
some absolute finality, some perfect cure
for dead-locks, but; I would remind
honorable members that many years
have passed since we had a deadlock in Victoria.
In all reforms we
can only proceed step by step. This is
the sensible way of gettillg reforms. As
the honorable member for Warrnambool
put it so splendidly to.night, if you are
going to make a bargain with a man you
do not start by slapping him in the face
but by trying to come to an understanding with him. If we get the reforms we
have shadowed forth, bringing down the
q llalification of voters and members of the
Upper House to the level of the ratepayers' roll, creating single electorates, and
reducing the number of members of the
Legislative Council, we wiII make an
enormous advance in the way of constitutional reform, and we will then have a
Constitution which will last for probably a
great many years. The gentlem~n who
ad vocate the holding of a convention do
They
not want constitutional reform.
want things to remain as they are, and so
they are going about trying to raise all
the strife, auger, and confusion they can,
in order that constitutional reform may
be put off as long as possible. If honorable members think that is not so,
let them get up and deny it. 'Vill any
honorable member in opposition tell us
how they are going to get the convention
they talk of in order to bring about constitutional reform 1 The chief reason for
this motion to-night is that the leader of
the Opposition and his friends want retaliation for their dismissal from office eleven
months ago. Another of its objects is to feed
the vanity of a few leading politicians who
are seeking for federal honours.
When
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the Governor-General chooses the first
Federal Ministry, no doubt the leader of
the Opposition expects to get a portfolio,
but, according to the Herald, only one
portfolio will come to Victoria, and, with
all due respect to the leader of the
Opposition, I do not think it will go to
him. There is a better man in the field,
who has probably a mortgage on it
already.
Mr. STAUGHToN.-Hear, hear; Mr.
Deakin, and he deserves it.
Mr. McCOLL.-Those who advocate
a convention will not get reform, but
strife: As one of the newspapers put it,
in the one case it is reform without strife,
and in the otherit is strife without reform.
If this Government goes out to-night, it
will go out on the votes of country members. Some ten or twelve country members sit on the opposition side of the
House, and they will have the honour of
ejecting from office the first country
Ministry that has ever governed Victoria.
I wish them joy of that honour, and of
the reception they will get frorn their
constituents_ They will eject the Government from office without one single fault
being found against it. If they could lay
a charge against the legislation or administration of the present Government,
having any validity at all, we might be
inclined to submit; but we are not
going to lay down office quietly simply
because the Opposition have bidden us do
so. If honorable members have no reason
for turning out the McLean Governmellt,
how will they justify their action before
their constituents 1 Victoria has not been
so prosperou's for some years past as it is
now. Confidence is restored, the revenue
is coming in freely, there is abundance of
employment, and wages are good. rrhe
present Government have recognised that
wages have risen, and the standard of pay
in the Railway and Public 'Works departments has been brought up to the standard outside.
Mr. SANGsTER.-The Government fought
very hard against that being done, in
the case of the Mildura Railway.
Mr. McCOLL.-"\Ve did not fight very
hard against it, we have raised the standard of pay in the Railway and Public
Vvorks departments. The conntry is now
prosperous, and a change of Government,
especially snch a chaotic change as is now
contemplated-putting men in who will
go out in a few months' time, and leave
the colony with God knows who in power-
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will not tend to promote the interests of
the country. If there is to be political
strife and friction, the people on whom it
will react are the working people. Rich
people can afford to stand by their own,
but the working people always suffer in
times of political strife. Therefore, honorable members should pause before
bringing about what I very plainly foresee
is coming. I think I have fairly shown
that this Government is worthy of the
confidence of the House and of the
country. It has not been proved that
the present Ministry has done anything
wrong, that its members have been reo
miss in their duty, or that the legislation
of the Government has been anything but
of a liberal character. We found the
departments disorganized and discontented, whereas they are working
smoothly now. Our record of work, both
in the House and in the departmen ts, has
not been surpassed by the record of any
Government that has held office in Victoria. All I wish is that the record of OUf'
successors may beat our record, and that
the prosperity of the colony may ad vance
as much under their regime as it has done·
during our term of office.
Dr. McINERNEY.-I desire to make a.
personal explanation in reference to what
the Minister of Lands quoted. I only spoke·
once at Mansfield, on the 20th October,
and the report of my speech was not published until the 27th. It then appeared
in an opposition paper, which gave me one
column and a half as compared with three
or four columns given to my opponent.
Therefore the report of my speech was,
greatly cm·tailed.
Mr. McCoLL.-There was a distinct
question put, and a distinct answer given.
Dr. McINERNEY.-But the report
does not contain all the explanation I
gave. I stated that there was much in
the speech of Mr_ McLean of which I approved, and I approve of it still. But the
report of my answer to the question, put
in that particular form, was a distortion,
through not containing all that I said,
and it gave a totally different meaning
fr0111 that which my full remarks conveyed.
Mr. BROWN.-I think it will be patent
to honorable members that a little mistake in generalship has been made to night.
I would suggest not only to the leader of
the Government but also to the leader of
the Opposition the advisability of now
agreeing to the adjournment of the debate
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or I would like to see the conspiracy of
silence on the part of the Opposition
broken down. I do not want us to begin the
three years of this Parliament with feelings of bittel'l1ess and annoyance, ruining
personal friendships-feeling not on party
lines in the truest sem;e of the word.
Unfortunately, mallY of the chargeR
levelled against the Opposition are true,
and if they are not answered now they will
have to be answered when the leading
members of the Opposition go before
their constituents for re-election on
aceepting office. If a fight is going to
take place, let us know about it, and then
we will all be armed for it. It seems to
me to be quite clear that the Opposition have the numbers, and if that is so,
surely they can let us' die decently.
Mr. TRENWI'l'll.-You do not know
when you are dead.
Mr. BROWN.-Nor does the honorable
member. A good deal has been said
about the Opposition having the numbers
in the country. I had the pleasant experience of a walk-over, but my business
takes me through the length and breadth
of the colony, and I venture to say tbat
it should be impressed on this House, and,
through the press, on the country, that a
very limited number of electors only has
given the Opposition the narrow majority
they are now able to claim. If the convention proposal is put before the country
fairly and squarely, I do not think this
Government and its supporters need doubt
that they will soon return to power.
There is only one feeling abroad
in all directions in regard to Sir
George Turner's principles, and that
is that, whatevet' those principles were,
they were submitted to by this House.
He did good work, and during the last
three years he has even done better. But
now he seeks to turn a Government out
that has certainly also done good work,
and with a tail behind him and supporting
him that is not, in the opinion of the
country people, quite as moderate and
quite as fair as the tail which sat behind
before.
Mr. MADDEN.-And the tail will wag
the dog.
Mr. BROWN.-Human nature is human
nature all the world over. For myself, I
must say that I never had any fault to
find with my friends who are connected
with the 'rrades Hall. They have al ways
shown themselves friendly to my motions
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and have helped me whenever they
thought it was right to do so.
Mr. ']'RENWITH.-No one has shown yet
that they have done anything that is
antagonistic to the country interest.
Mr. Bl~OWN.~I recogllise that the
honorable member for Richmond (Mr.
Tl'enwith) the other night did a very
clever thing. It is always natural that
people who are victorious should be a little
bumptious, and the honorable member
himself has sometimes got the credit of
being a little bumptious, but the other
night he took good care to address a word
of caution to his hearera and his colleagues,
begging them not to do what the honorable
mem ber for Anglesey has said they did in
their provisional platforrn-'-not to do anything that would disturb existing things
if they could help it. In other words,
they should wait until the'y got on the
'l'reasury bench, and then they would
have legislation of a character that our
numbets perhaps would not prevent going
through. However, I did not stand up to
make a speech. I only desire to say, as
one who is a personal friend of many on
that side of the House, that, in my
<Dpinion, the best interests of this country
will be served by can'ying out the suggestion to postpone this matter. Honorable members opposite have the numI, for one, am not
bers, I believe.
going to fight.
It is no good in
fighting when the numbers are against
you.
If I thought the Opposition had
not the numbers I would fight just as
hard as the honorable member for ltichmond. I am satisfied, however, that the
Ministry to-night have put their case from
a point of view which must be damaging
to the Opposition if they do not reply. If
honorable members opposite do not reply
to the strictures passed on them to-night
they will have to do so elsewhere, and, for
my part, I shall feel justified, if part.y
lines are to be adopted, in exercising some
of the influence which I believe I may
claim honestly to possess in the count.ry.
Mr. VALE.-I am supposed to be a
renegade liberal, but I think I have got
a record as long and as consistent as any
man in this Chamber, and I defy any man
to point out any speech or any vote given
contrary to liberal principles.
But I
think there is one principle that we must
always follow out, and that is confidence
in the leader. It was a lack of that confidenco which twelve months ago induced
me to give a vote which resulted in a
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of Government.
When I went
before my electors I spoke straight out.
I said I accepted the full responsibility of
putting out the Tlll'ner Government, and
that nnder similar circumstances I was
prepared to give that vote again.
Mr. STAUGHTON.-You will have another
opportunity.
. Mr. VALE.-I am not quite sure that
I shall have that opportunity.
. Mr. STAUGHTON.-Yes, you will.
Mr. VALE. - I remember, not many
weeks ago, when the leader of the Opposition induced my friend, the honorable
~emberfor Anglesey, to make most unjust
and illiberal claims on the part of the
country districts, and, to my utter
astonishment, he absolutely carried a
majority with him. I am one of those
who, when I fight, fight better when the
numbers are aga.inst me. I do not believe
in fighting when I have the numbers, and
I thonght I would fight the honorable
member for St. Kilda, and the honorable member for Anglesey.
I spoke
$omewh.:tt vigorously and somewhat
bitterly.
I wanted to know what
special halo of sanctity surrounded the
brows of the cow-punoher, that four of
them should have as much power in the
country as six hardy sons of toil who wielded
the blacksmith's hammer. What was the
result ~ The right honorable member's
colleague, the hoiiorable member for Allandale. backed down, member after member
backed down,and the righthonorable member for St. Kilda sat mum and silent. 'What
did I tell the people as the reasons why I
threw out the Turner Government ~ The
firat was that there was no man so much
lacking in human kindness as the right
honorable member for St. Kilda; and I
proved my case np to the elbow. I told
them that I begged and pr.ayed of him not
to allow old men and women-men who had
led honest lives, and women against whom
not a word could be said-to be sent to gaol
simply because they were poor. But I
got no sympathy from him. I obtained
a return of the cost of inmates in the
Penal department, and I found it was 14s.
a week.
I sent to all the asylums,
and I found that the cost there was
8s. a week. In this chamber, and on the
platform, I begged that honest men and
women should not be sent to the grave
with the taint of the Vagrant Act upon
them.
I had five years' hard fighting
before I could get the right honorable
member to consent to anything ill that
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direction. His cry was-" There would be
too many." He preferred to let them die
of starvation. That was one fight. I hear
a great deal said against the labour party,
but I say emphatically that in most of
their opinions they have my aympathy,
and they have my support. If I have
any fault to find with them, it is that
there is a little too much of one colour
about them, and not enough recognition
of the other colour. If they dropped the
colour business they would be much
stronger in the country.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Do you mean the yello\v ~
Mr. VALE.--Yellow! I know that the
honorable member himself was glad to
come and ask the assistance of the yellow.
Mr. PEAcocK.-That is absolutely untrue.
Mr. V ALE.-It is absolut.ely true. The
honorable member came and asked me
for our support in case he was opposed
over the Brunswick business.
Mr. PEACOCK.-It is untrue.
Mr. VALE.-The honorable member
came and asked me for our support
over the Brunswick business when he was
threatened with opposition.
Mr. PEACOCK-It is not true.
Mr. VALE.-N 0 man has ever fouud
me uttering any falsehood, and I say it
is absolutely t.rue. That was one reason
why I opposed the Turner Government.
Then take the old-age pension question.
Anybody would imagine that the old-age
pension question was a new question. It
has been tried in country after country,
and we have the experience of those
countries to guide llS. My charge against
the 'rumer Government was that they
never did a thing' to-day that they could
put off until next week; I proved that
charge up to the hilt, and I will prove it
to-night, and I will defy any honorable
members to give their vote for the right
honorable member for St. Kilda and
appeal to t.he country to justify them.
They were afraid t.o face me in Ballarat.
The late Premier went to Sebastopol,
and they expected him at Ballarat,
but he did not show up. If the men
now sitting on the 'l'reasury bench had
devoted half the time to the platform
that they did to their offices, the result
of the late election would have been
different. The Turner party spared nothing. I will say this for the Tnrner party,
that there never was any need for anyone
to speak on their behalf, because they
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were always ready and willing to do it
themselves. Can the right honorable
member for St. Kilda deny what I have
said about the old-age pensions, and about
old men and old women being sent to gaol
merely because they were poor ~ If the
right honorable member had wanted to
settle the question, he could have settled
it years ago. I certaillly do blame the
present Treasurer for going into fancy
financing in this matter. Why not accept
old-age pensions, as the Premier for New
South Wales has done, as a charge
against the revenue the same as every
other charge ~ Then we will take another
department-the Railways. Five years'
labour and an enormous development of
the mineral resources of the colony-by
building a lille to Collingwood! The
honorable member for Gippsland Central
got his line to vValhalla, and he showed
his gratitude for it.
Mr. A. HARRIS. - My position was
perfectly pronounced before the country.
I told my people that I supported Sir
George Turner, and intended to do f::O.
Mr. STAUGH1~ON (to Mr. A. Harris).You were over here dogging us all round
for weeks.
Mr. VALE.-Then we will take the line
to Mildura. This Government had accepted the responsibility of its predecessors
for that settlement, and to carry it to a
successful commercial issue that rail way
was essential. But what did the Turner
Government do ~ Put it off, put it off,
put it off, year after year. The McLean
Government tackled the q uestioll and
passed the rail way. The same remarks
might be made about the Pitfield line and
other matters; in fact, I could take up department after department-the Mining
department, for example-a purely impartial administration--£5,000 to Ben.
digo, £11,000 to Ballarat, £19,000 to
Gippsland, and £21,000 to the Beechworth
mining district. Grand administration!
Tracks which I have said went from nowhere to everywhere. No single shire
council would accept the responsibility of
keeping those tracks clear. Then there
is the reform of tho Constitntion. I have
been an ad vocate of the reform of the
Const,itution for a long time. I have
taken part in nearly every conflict on the
subject. But how did the leader of the
Opposition shape 1 FOllr and a half years
ago measure after measure was rejected
by the Council-one man one vote,
female suffrage, BiI1s that we passed

Address in Reply.

regulating the admission of aliens- all
were thrown out in anot.her place. Did
the right honorable member defend the
privileges of this Chamber 1 I was foolish
enough to suggest a method by which the
COllfiict could possibly be ended. At
Daylesford I so far forgot myself. I plead
guilty to an act of folly, though honorable members may not give me credit for
it, by suggesting that., asthm'e were fourteen elections for another place coming off,
money should be subscribed, and every
member of that Chamber should be
fought. When I came back I got hauled
over the coals for making that suggestion.
I do not know which suffered most, the
coals or myself; but it convinced me
that the Right Honorable Sir George
rrurner would never have a fight if he
could put it off. I would plead guilty to
a certain amount of astonishment at the
labour party. I have often been thinking
whether or not it was the use of that
word" solidarity)' which captivated them.
I agree with the honorable member for
vVarrnambool that, if there is a change,
there will possibly be some compensations. We shall not listrn to the voice
of the honorable member for Richmond
(Mr. Trenwith) so often, because I can
aSSllre him that he will suffer the same
fate as I did. He will be muzzled. For
two years I was muzzled.
Mr. TRENWITH.-You deserved it.
Mr. VALE.-Possibly I deserved it,
but I think we can suffer the loss of the
honorable member's voice better. There
if:! a compensation there. vVe have back
in the House our old friend the member
for Melbourne North. T pity the Turner
Government when he is Oll the rampage,
because, of all the forcible incisive
speakers, he is perhaps the most bitter I
ever came across. I am amused at the
statements made on the platform about
"renegade liberals" who threw out the late
Government. As a matter of curiosity, I
looked over the old Votes and Proceedings, and found that in the course of a
few months there were about a dozen
cases \V here from nineteen to twen ty of
their own supporters were simply muzzled
by the votes on the opposition side. I
fully sympathize with the remark I heard
to-night, that the greatest blunder made
by the Opposition two years ago was when
they did !lot support the honorable member for Hichmond (Mr. Trenwith) in his
" sixpenny" no·confidence motion. For
my own part, I knew they were going
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to save the Government. They told me
beforehand. I knew it was no use fightiIlg
them.
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YRE.-These are the
secrets of the charnel house.
Mr. VALE.-They are no secrets of
the charnel house. I remember that at
the time that a certain Government was
formed a charge was made that the
Premier had promised p0rtfolios to twenty
of his followers. I do not know how many
promi~;es have been made on this occasion
but I am much puzzled to know what will
be the fate of some of the members of the
last Government. I am reminded of one
of my schoolboy stories-of the sledge
that was pursued by a pack of wolves. I
wonder who will be thrown oved ",Vill it
be my honorable friend the ex-PostmasterGeneral (Mr. Duffy) ~ In the story the
parson was thrown over to the \Volves.
Mr. S'l'AUGH'l'oN.-The honorable member for Eaglehawk is the parson.
Mr. YALE. - No, he is not the parson. I
know him too well. To nse the term of
one of the denominations, he is a splendid
steward; he collects first rate. But I
am afraid he will have to go. I am also
inclined to think that that cross between
a County Court Judge and a policeman
who reigned at the Lands department
will have to be sacrificed. The windup of the story was, that the lawyer
and the parson and everyone else was
sacrificed, but that the fellow who drove
the team was humorously inclined, and
resolved to keep to the last a game
cock. So I suppose my honorable friend
the member for Clunes is an absolute certainty in the new team. I really callnot
see that anything is certain to anyone
else. I should like to ask the present
Government: Are they going to f\Onow the
example of their predecessors ~ It comes
to my recollection what'was done by the
late Government when they were turned
out of offi(~e. A candidate was brought
forward to oppose the Solicitor-General
for the Melbourne Province. The nomination paper of that candidate was signed
by the right honorable the ex-Premier and
the honOl'able member for Clunes, and they
stumped the district right and left. They
even enlisted the assistance of the Right
Honorable Charles Kingston to go on the
platform. And how did it pan out ~ Even
in the most radical district in Victoria,
though the election took place on a Saturday, with all the force they had at their
c9llmand, they could only induee one ont
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of ten electors to vote for their candidate.
I know most districts of the colony, and I
know the influences that were hrought to
bear during the recent election. It was
what I may call a miserable fight; it was
miserable so far as the present Government were conrerned, because they ought
to have thollght of the men who had sat
behind them, and they onght to have been
prepared to defend them.
Some seats
were won, not on the ground that candidates were for or against the Government,
but because they had been to South Africa,
or were of a certain colonr. It is all very
well for honorable members here to say
that they were returned because they were
supporters of t.he right honorable membel:'
for St. Kilda. In Williamstown there was
Olle of the bitterest colout' fights that we
have had in Victoria, and the candidate
won simply because he was the nominee of
the one colour. These are factors that
have to be taken into consideration. But
the fight now is not for seats on the
Treasury bench, but for positions in
the Federal Parliament. If I have any
reason for gratification, it is that I heLVe
helped to spoil the chances of one
gentleman for the pcsition of Premier
of Federated Australia.
I say that
because I think that he is unfit to fill that
pOSItIOn. Many men Imagine that the
Governor-General will send for the talking
machines, for the inflated wind-bags that
run through the colony. The man who.
will be sent fot' will be he who has been
engaged in what I may call the practical
work of statesmanship. The GovernorGeneral will not send for Mr. Barton, but
for Sir 'Villiam Lyne, the Promier of New
South Wales. I admit that if one man
had held the position of Premier of Victoria for seven years he might have had a
claim over a man like Sir William Lyne.
There will be an amonnt of patronage
appertaining to the position of the first
Premier of Australia of which \\'8 have
little conception, and that is what the
fighting is about. Many persens will go
for seats in the Federal Parliament, and
many will, no doubt, be disappointed.
I
think I am justified in giving my vote on
the present occasio.n for the Government. I
am not in the habit of departing from my
principles. I will say this of the present
Government, that I never went to them
to ask for a favour for myself; I never
went to them to make a reqnest on behalf
of my district but I was treated fairly, as
an honorable member should be treated.
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So far as the late Goycrnment are concerned, no honorable mem 1.>er ever obtained a concession from them without
feeling a. sense of personal degradation.
It \vas granted, not as a right to his
district, but as a personal favour, for
which some return was expected. There
are one 01' two exceptions that I feel
The late Minister of
bound to make.
Public Instruction always treated me
kindly and nicely, and the late Minister
of Public 'Yorks was al ways willing to
make equal concessions to honorable
members, no matter on what side of the
chamber they sat.
Mr. MURRAY.--'What about the Minister
()f Railways ~
Mr. V ALE.-'Vitb regard to the other
Ministers some were utterly powerless,
and some were unwilling and ungracious.
I am not going to say one word against
myoId friend the late Minister of
Railways. He took his positioll under an
Act of Parliament that should never have
been passed. One of the greatest blunders
made by this Chamber was in passing
that Act., and in transferring the management of the Railway department to a perfectly irresponsible indi vid nal. I trust
that, whatever Government may occupy
the Treasury bench, steps will be taken to
rectify that blunder. I should like to
hear what justification the la.bour partythe old·time liberals-can give for voting
for a man who is so destitute of the milk
of human kindness, for a man who
n8\'er passed a measure without first
pu tting it off week after week and
month after month.
Never before in
the history of Victoria have we had a
Ministry that has shown such a beggarly
record of work as the late Ministry. Their
revision of the Tariff was one of the
greatest blows that the industries of this
colony ever received.
It din not lead
to the establishment of any new industry.
'Ve are told that the administration of
the Customs was not at all sympathetic to
local manufacturers, that it was al ways in
fa your of the importers. I wonld ask
honorable members again what justification they have for turning out the present
Government, when they know that times
without number the Turner Government
was kept in office by honorable members
who are now sitting on this (tho
Ministerial) side of the Honse ~ Time
brings
its revenges,
and
depend
upon it the time is not far distant
when the people of the country will
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recognise that the cr;y that is now being
raised is a perfect sham. There is no
possible means of compelling Parliament
to pass a Bill providing for the holding of
the proposed convention_ I should be
fully prepared to take any means to
amend the Constitution short of a rifle
and short of any exhibition of disloyalty.
III this Chamber and on the platform
pitiful complaints were made that the
men who had led the federal movement
were being deprived of office. I have heard
many claims made on the part of certain
men, but I watched the meetings and I
watched the ballot-boxes, and I say that
the most enthusiastic and the most willing
workers in the cause of federation were
the old-time mdicals-the men who have
been fighting our battles for the last 30
or 40 years. It was not the man who made
the inspired speech at Bendigo who brought
about federation. As honorable members
are aware, I was identified with the Government that sent the first contingent
to South Africa, and I know how grudgingly that course was taken. 'When the
Military Commandant recommended that
an additional 100 men should be enrolled to make up any deficiency, what
was the reply of the Government 1 I am
told that the memorandum is in the
Defence department with an emphatic
"No" written upon it, and yet these are
the honorable members who pose before
the country as being so loyal to the
empire.
My reading, which has been as
extensive as that of most men, had taught
me that in the war between the North and
Sou th in America no force rendered more
valuable service than what was termed the
Rail way Reconstruction Corps. 'Vhen
I
suggested to the late Premier
that we should offer to the Imperial
Government the services of some of
our best contractors and our best
rail way men, what reply did I get ~
" No." I will say this about the right
honorable member for St. Kilda, that I
have never during the whole course of my
experience met a man who has been more
willing and ready to say " No." I may
tell the House that a body snch as I
suggested was afterwards organized in
South Africa, and that it has been put on
record that no corps has rendered better
service or has contributed more to the
Sllccess of the military operations in
South Africa than the Hailway Reconstruction Corps. 'Vith regard to the impartiality of the right honorable member,
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I shall never forget his marvellous generosity to the various country district!:;.
He was wonderfully generous to Cluncs
and Allandale, but if I had any claim to
make on behalf of my district, even if it
was a claim that was j llstifiable in law
and equity, I was met with a simple" No."
I could not help contrasting his treatment
of Ballarat with his marvellous generosity
to other districts, but there was method
in the madness. I am not going to say
what the method was, because really,
fr<Jm succeeding events, I could riot see
the motive. I have occupied the time of
the House for longer than I intended,
but I felt that I would be somewhat
of a cur if I did not j Ilstify the vote
I gave eleven months ago.
At the
general election I fought my battle
plainly and openly; I told my constituents
that I had put the Turner Government
out, and that, under similar circumstances,
I should put them out again, and it was
the cheapest election I ever contested. At
the same time, it was one of the most
bitter. I was assailed with innuendoes
from one of the leading joul'n.i!s, so much
so that I said things that perhaps I ought
not to have said, and it is not often I do
th:tt. No doubt the statements I made
can be explained or con tradicted, but they
cannot be explained 01' contradicted in a
manner that will satisfy the intelligence
of ordinary individuals. I may say that
I am astonished at what has occurred this
evening. I did expect to see some member of the labour party get up and
whitewash the right honorable member
for St. Kilda in regard to that marvellous
vote for the six to four men. 1 thought: too,
that some explanation would have been
given in reference to that pnrely liberal
mea,sure, which was to provide for proportional and preferential voting. I saw the
names on the Bill, and I was astounded.
'rhe names were-H.obert Best, Sir George
Turner, and Alfred Deakin. The longer
we live the more we are astonished, and
the less we are able to account for things.
If I live for another 50 years, I shall
not be able to account for the res nIt of
the division that is to be taken this eVening .
.Mr. PHENDERGAST.~Two remarks
have been made by the Premier in
regard to which I think it necessary to
offer some explanation. The honorable
gentleman said, in regard to myself"The honorable member is hpnest enough
to admit that he does not represent the
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whole of the people; that he only represen tR a class." I desire to say that I do
represent a class, and that it is a class
that up to the last few years has been
inadequately represented. At the same
time, I represent every other class, and the
Premier had 110 justIfication for his statement. The Premier also alluded to the
effect on the recent general eleetion of
\vhat are called the nomadic votes. The
honorable gentleman's language was contemptuous; and he implied that the voters'
certificates had operated in a way that
was never intended 01' anticipated. If
the honorable gentleman was referring
to Melbourne North, I can enlighten
him on the subject. I am in a position
to show, from the official figures supplied
by the deputy returning officer, that what
are called the nomadic votes did not
affer,t the result in that electorate.
Mr. McLEAN.-I did not name Melbourne N ol'th in partir.ulal'.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I ean show
that the nomadic votes did not affect the
result in more than Ol1e electorate in the
whole colony. The figures supplied to me
show that from A to 0, taking the
voters alphabetically, I polled 228 votes,
and my opponent polled 195 votes; from
D to F I polled 151 votes, and my opponent 91 votes; from G to J I polled 174
votes, and my opponent 99 votes; from
K to Me I polled. 225 votes, and my
opponent 154 votes; from M to R I polled
163 votes, and my opponent 96 votes;
and from S to Z I polled 184 votes,
and my opponent 189 votes.
The
majorities recorded for me in these several
instances were 33, 60, 75, 71, and 67
respectively. From S to Z I was in a
minority of five votes. 1'hese returns do
not include voters' certificates at all. Of
the votes recorded under voters' certifi·
cates, I received 324 and my opponent
received 102. These figures apply to the
Flemington - road division of the Melbourne North electorate, and they show
that, exclusive of voters' cert.ificates, I
polled 1,125 votes, fl,ud my opponent polled
824 votes, givil~g me tt majority of 301
votes.
Mr. McLEAN.- What was the total
majority 1
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The majority
I got on voters' certificates was 222, but
my total majority was 260, so that I beat
my opponent by 38 votes without count·
ing voters' certificates in the Flemingtonroad division.
I want to nail this lie,
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because it is nothing else, to the table.
I desire to say, further, that so far as the
rolls are concerned they have been simply
a scandal and a disgrace. The rolls for the
Flemington-road division, which contain
1,801 names, are over two year!:! old, and
every man who has come to reside in
North Melbourne during that period has
been without a vote unless he has taken
steps to have his name placed on the roll.
As a rule a man does not find out \vhether
his name is there or not until an election
is about to take place. It is a fact that
only 2 per cent. of the voters were dependent on the bare residential qualification.
The residential qualification is a month, but
it is really more than that, because of the
notice that has to be given and the time
that is lost. Many men have been residents
of the district for seven 01' eight weeks
before they have obtained their electors'
rights. With regard to my opponent, I
may say that I made no reference to him
on the platform that I could not have
made anywhere else without endangering
whatever friendship exists between us. I
may, however, tell the House that when the
North Melbourne men came to the conrt to
obtain their rights my opponent had the assistance of a barrister, whose business it was
to object. to every application for a voter's
certificate. I had the assistance of a
lawyer, but that was for the purpose of
trying to secure for every man his vote.
My committee issued printed instructions
as to how the voters' certificates were to
be obtained. I said to them-" Do not
distribute these instructions only to the
men whom you know will vote for me, I
should like everv man in North Melbourtle to get them, so that every man
may obtain a vote." Effect was given to
my wish, and 4,000 copies of the instructions were distributed. The applicants
for certificates were examined on oath as
to residence, and they, of conrse, rendered
themselves liable to proseclltion for perjury if they made any false statement.
:When a request was made for an adjournment to a night court-and I am speaking now of the Flemington-rQad division,
the barrister who represen-ted my opponent
took objection to it. He knew that a
night court would suit the convenience of
men who were working for their living.
The result was that the cases were
adjourned until the following morning. After that had been done, this
gent.leman himself asked that the applicat.ions from the Parkville di vision should
lIfr. P1·encle1·0Ctst.
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be adjourned to a night court, because he
knew that my opponent would get the
bulk of the Parkville votes. I make this
statement for the purpose of showing that
it is untrue that the nomad is a loafer.
As a matter of fact, he is not a nomad at
aU, and he has to prove that he possesses
the necessary resident.ial qualification. In
some instances, the names of men who
had been for twenty years residents of the
district had been omitted from the rolls,
owing to neglect on the part of some
officer, who should be held responsible.
As I have already said, 2 per cent. or less
of the voters had only -the bare residential
qualification. I only wish to say further
that what is called the nomad vote affected
the result in only one of the metropolitan
districts.
In nearly every instance in
which the nomad vote has been used it
has simply increased the majority of the
successful candidate, and I hope that we
shall hear no more of the humbug that
has been talked about this matter. It
should be our endeavour to see that every
man gets the "ote to which he is entitled.
We know that the plural voter can still
exercise his vote in any electorate in
which he is a ratepayer, and why, then,
should objection be taken to the granting
of voters' certificates to men who have the
residential qualification 1 I may say that
my opponent addressed a circular
to every pluml voter on the rolls
who, he thought., would be in his favour
asking him to come to North Melbourne
and to vote for him. The issue of the
voters' certificates had nothing whatever
to do with the result. If all the residents
in North Melbollrne and Parkville could
have voted, my opponent would not have
come anywhere neal' me.
Mr. E. CAMERON (PoTtland).-I feel
it to be my duty to say something at this
stage of the debate in ackno\vledgmeut of
the education I have received this evening,
and also of the gracious way in which new
members have been greeted. The honorable metl'lber for Warrnambool has told us
that 110waclays new members do not
req uire any breaking in, but I think he is
mistaken. I had a conception of Parliament before I came here this evening, but
my vision has been considerably changed.
The Premier, for instance, has given us
a view of parliamentary life which was not
in accordance with my preconceived ideas.
As a matter of fact, I obtained a knowledge as to how party government was
coud ucted that I had not previously
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possessed. I found that the Ministry
previously in office was what might
be described as the "wheel-barrow"
Ministry. They were continually being
pushed by the labour corner in whatever
progress they made. The next Ministry
might be described to country members as
the" come-back" Ministry, inasmuch as
the members in the corner became a drag
on progressive legislation. N ow, this is
a conception of parliamentary procedure
that I did not have before. I was further
enlightened with the information that the
progressive Ministry contained in the
wheel-barrow would be parted with by its
friends f(ilr the sum of 6d. I had really
no idea that those grave and reverend
seigniors, particularly executive, could be
sold so cheaply. I had no idea myself
that the constituents in the various electorates might be had or sold cheaply, nor
that those in power could be parted with
for so small a sum. Further enlightenment came to me from the honorable
member for vVarrnambool in his interesting speech, and this was added to by the
honorable member for Ba.1larat vVest
(Mr. Vale). .Altogether, I have had a
political education within the last few
hours greater than any I had pre·
viously acquired in 40 years' experience
in this world. From what I hear, I have
come to the conclusion that a change of
Ministry is desirable, and that a new
Ministry should be formed, but I do not
think it should be formed from the gentlemen who are now sitting in opposition. I
think it should be formed from the new
members in the House. A very great
effort has been made to unite the liberal
party, but that would still leave a dissension in this Chamber. Now, if we put the
llew members into power, it would unite
all parties, and the labour members of the
House would still be happy, because they
could continue to pursue their own vocation of pushing and pulling. N ow, sir,
with regard to the position of parties here,
I was very much concerned a little while
back as to who should be the leader of the
Government. vVhen I first addressed my
constituents, I did so as an independent
member. When the Premier announced
his policy at Bairnsdale, I was at once
satisfied that it was the most liberal and
progressive policy ever put before the
electors of Victoria. I think it reaches
the high-water mark of liberal political
policies. I again give credit to the Treasurer for his Casterton programme of 1892
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as being the high-water mark up to that
time; but the Premier's Bairnsdale policy
weut one better than' the Casterton
programme, which honorable members
laboured for some years to carry into
effect. I also studied the programme
of the leader of the Opposition, and
it did not take me many minutes to
make up my mind as to which of the two
I would support. I told my constituents
that it was immaterial to the country
whether. Mr. McLean or Sir George
'rurner led the Ministry, so long as that
programme was carried into efiect. At
the same time, I am here to support the
McLean Government, because of the administrative capacity it has shown since
it came into office, and because its programme cannot be taken exception to,
even by its opponents. I can gather
little from the leader of the Opposition,
except that he thoroughly agrees with
the Premier in the proposals contained in
that policy. The only divergence is iu
the matter of constitutional reform.
There seemed to me to be something of a
wail running through the address of the
leader of the Opposition, as though he
were singing to himself-I' Why did I
leave that little back roorn 7" or to put it
in another way-" 'Why did they turn me
out of that snug place to put other people
there to do exactly the same as I had
been doing ~" Both programmes are certainly liberal to a degree. I believe
there is a difference between them as to
constitutional reform, and I must say
that on an examination of that question
my sympathies are entirely with the
present Premier. I may say that the
scheme of reform put forward by t·he
Premier received my acceptance because
it was based on true constitutional
'Ve have heard a good deal
lines.
here to-night about what is constitutional and what is unconstitutional. My
own opinion is that all reforms in our
Constitution should be made by evolution and not by revolution. When the
Constitution for the Commonwealth was
being framed, the leader of the Convention told his fellow members I
think that they should keep their eyes
fixed on the grand old Constitution of
the motherland, and not turn them to
Switzerland, or Germany, or the United
States of America, seeing that the measure
of liberty enjoyed under the British Constitution was greater ihan that enjoyed
by the people under any other form of
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government in the world. I think that
we would do \vell if we not only keep our
eyes on the Constitution, bnt also on the
procedure by which that Constitution has
been evolved, until it bas become the
successful governing machine that it is
to-day. I suppose it is not within the
power of human ingenuity to devise a
constitutional machine that would suit all
times and all countries, and which would
be perfect in all its parts, any more than
it is possible to make perfect t1-~e honorable members whom I see around me.
The chief beauty of the Constitution is its
splendid flexibility. That feature in it
has been the wonder and admiration
M. Taine said
of other countries.
that the English possessed in their
Constitution all the past that was worth
preserving, and everythipg in the present
that was worth having.
'Vhen we have
such excellent examples, I think we should
be slow to adopt other measures than
those under which such conditions obtain.
In other words, I think we should adopt
the constitutional procedure, rather than
what we may term the revolutionary procedure.
The changes that have been
made in the Constitution of England have
only been made as the result of experience.
Ever since the peasant rising
under Wat Tyler, it has been recognised
as a principle that the will of the people
must prevail. That is to say, it was recognised that the sovereign power was
vested in the people. It i1; all very well
to say that an hereditary House of Lords
is 100 years behind the times, but,
as a matter of fact, it is a representative institution. It is not possible to
make a machine of government that
will suit all times, unless it is sufficiently flexible to adapt itself to
al tered circll mstances.
vVe ill ust leave
future times to provide for themselves, so
as to adapt themselves to the awkward
situation. Perhaps a manifest defect of
our own written Copstitutioll is its lack of
this flexibility. 'Ve should beware of this
in our state Constitution, and should be
slow to adopt that which is inflexible.
We should rather trust the genius of our
people to provide a system of government
that will recognjse the grand principle,
that once the will of the people is cleady
made manifest, it must be carried into
law. If we are going to have a Second
Chamber that is merely a reflex of the
first, we migbt as well destroy it at once;
but we should adopt the procedure which
Mr. E. Oameron.
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has been so successful in all British com-'
munities, namely, to have one Chamber as
a Chamber of Heview, and to have a Lower
Chamber elected on such a democratic
masis, and such a democrLl,tic franchise, as
to bring it iuto touch with the democratic instinc;ts of the people. At the same
time, a great deal will depend upon the
working of our Constitution by the men
who are elected to represent us. As long
as we maintain the principle of representative government, a very great deal will
depend upon the men who are elected as
our representatives. There has been a
tendency, I believe, in this Chamber to do
away with the principle of representative
government. I have heard it said that
it was the custom of the Executive in
this House for some years to introduce
measures without taking the responsibility
of them, but, practically, to have a
referendum of the Honse with regard to
measures for which the Government
itself should be responsible. That system,
apparently, has grown, and it is now proposed that Parliament should divest itself
of all its responsibility, and relegate it to
an outside institution. This has been
done in connexion wi th one q nestion
already. I consider that a great mistake
was made when the HO~lse relegated the
question of religious education to the heads
of the denominations. That is one instance
of Parliament delegating its functions to
an outside body, and sacrificing what
should be its most cherished privileges.
It is proposed to go further now. Here
you h:wea parliamentary machinecapable of
accomplishing the reforms that are necessary, and yet it is proposed to go beyond
the parliamentary institution that exists
for that particular purpose, and delegate
the Fowers of Parliament to a body ontside
Parliament altogether. Surely it would
be wiser first to attempt the reform of the
Constitntion in a constitutional way, and
if that fails, andthe dire necessity preRents
itself of having to adopt ultra measures, it
will be time enough then to talk about a
convention. The will of the people 111 ust
prevail, and are honorable members so
certain of the facts that they can verify
and justify to the country the strong statements they have made 'with regard to
another place HOll ting the expressed will
of the people? I think that if they w.ere
challenged they would have considerable
difficulty in doing so. The question of
women suffrage is one they would probably
take for the purpose of illustrating their
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argument; but can allY honorable member
say that women suffrage has been clearly
put to the country as a distinct issue,
except at the recent general election, or
that the voice of the people has been
clearly expressed upon the question, even
at the last election. In the constituency
I have the honour to represent, my opponent and I were both advocates of women
suffrage, but a great many of my supporters were opponents of the extension of
the 'franchise to women. Of course, in
that case they had no choice, so far as the
question of women suffrage was concerned.
Personally, I believe that the question of
extending the franchi::;e to women held a
subordinate place at the last general election. Following constitutional procedure,
I put the measures of reform for which
the present Government is responsible
before the electors, and staked my political
existence on the Government programme,
and although I had the heads of every
faction in the electorate against me, I had
the common sense of the community with
me, and was returned. There is ol{ly one
other matter to which I will Tefer, and
th:;tt is the question of old-age pensions.
The present leader of the Opposition, when
head of the late Government, attempted to
solve that difficult problem, but with very
lit.tle success. The scheme put forward
by the present Government was one of the
chief reasons that induced me to support
them. It was presented in a tangible form, ,
and it contains the beginning of what
may be a satisfactory solution of the problem of old-age pensions. The Government haye been careful not to undermine
that spirit of thrift and manhood which
we are so proud of in the British character.
There is very great danger of enacting
a measure that would have the same
effect on the aged poor of tbis colony as
the British poor law had on the peasantry
of the old country. Thorold Hogers describes the British poor law as "the worst
calamity that ever fell on the British
people," making them thriftless und careless, knowing that the poor law would
provide for them. 'rheir old song \yasHangnp sorrow and caflt away care,
For the parish is bound to find us.

'\Vhat we want is to build up a spirit of
manly independence, so that every man's
object will be not to depend upon anybody else, but to rely on his own exertions.
The .aimof tbeGovernrnent should be to
give every man a faiT opportunity of providiugfor himself and f0r those who are
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dependent on him, and I think the present Government have endeavoured to
do that. It would be infinitely better
to prevent the neeessity of old-age pensions than to provide them, for in
providing them we
have to take
the money from the a<tcumulated wealth
of the community. If we can devise sllch
legislation as will prevent the accumulation of the hoards of wealth that go to
make millionaires on the one hand, and a
corresponding lHlmber of paupers on the
other, we shall do a great deal better than
by providing old-age pensions. Therefore
our great endeavour should be to enable
the people to provide for themselves. That
will be very much better than providing
old-age pensions for those whom bad legislation has made paupers. In cOl1clusion,
I may say that if this Government goes
down to-night, their successors will meet
with no captious opposition from me, but,
as I promised my constituents, I will
endeavour to keep them up to the collar
in carrying out the programme which the
Premier put before the country at Bairnsdale.
Mr. KENNEDY.-'Whilst I regret that
we have had to part with some of the old
members of this House, who have retired
from politics of their own accord, and with
others who have retired at the will of the
people, I desire to congratulate the constituents of those new members who have
spoken to-night. I think the general C011census of opinion is that they are a distinct acquisition to the House because of
the ready and able manner in which they
have dealt with the position as it presents
itself to their mil1ds. I have been surprised to hear some old members on the
Ministerial side of the chamber accusing
the Opposition of a conspiracy of silence
and complaining because they did not
level any charge against the Government
and opposed the motion for the adjournment of this debate. I certainly mnst
admit tha.t I felt some compunction in
voting for the motion for the adjournment
of the debate, becanse my memory has
only to go baok less than twel ve months
to remind me that at that time the present occupants of the Txeasury bench
took up precisely the sameattitllde ill
relation to the 'l'llrner Government as the
leading members 'of the Opposition are
taking up on this qnestion of nocon£dence
in the present Administration.
Mr. McLEAN.-Thel'e was an adjourn-:
mellt of the debate on that occasion.

,,,ill
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Mr. KENNEDY. --- The reason this
motion has been submitted must be
obvious to every member of the House.
It is simply because the Opposition have
got the numbers. There is no necessity
for giving any other reason for displacing
the present Ministry, for making charges
of mal· administration, or for criticising or
condemning the Ministerial policy. By
the will of the people, through some peculiar combination of circumstances, the
Opposition have, rightly or wrongly, got
the majority. I quite understand the
members of the Governm6nt offering a
defence of their situation, and I am yery
delighted to be able to justify the vote I
gave in ejecting the Turner Government,
seeing that no charge of incapacity, ma)administration, or lack of policy has beeu
brought against the 'present Administration. I fully realize that no speech, however eloquent or pathetic it may be, willalter
a single vote in the impending division,
but I want my true position to be known
to the country. As soon as I saw the
results of the elections in the newspapers,
I realized that parties were fairly evenly
divided, and I had the temerity to write
to the leader of the Government and the
leader of the Opposition, without consulting any meruber of the House, or any
individual outside (in view of the position
of this colony in joining the Commonwealth, and of the difficulties confronting
us as a people in holding our own), to ask
those two representatives of the two sides
in this House to join in an effort to unite
aU those honorable members whose political aims and aspirations are the same.
I recognise that a number of honorable
members who sit in opposition do not
differ in their political opinions from
members sitting on the Ministerial side of
the chamber. If I were asked why I am
sitting on the Government side of the
HOllse, I might not be able to give
a satisfactory reason to those who are
not conversant with the inner working
of the political machine, and if a
number of honorable members on the
opposition side of the House were asked
why they are sitting there, they might
find a similar difficulty in answering the
question. I remember the undignified
and humiliating position which the late
Premier was frequently put in, whilst
performing oue of the most difficult tasks
he had to undertake during his term of
office, owing to the action of some of his
supporters in the Ministerial corner.
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Frequently members of the then Opposition, whom some of his lieutellants saw fit
to abuse and vilify recently, came to his
assistance, and strained their political
convictions in giving him their support.
In view of those facts, I thought I was
doing what was right and proper in
asking the leader of the Government, and
the leader of the Opposition to try to
reconcile the little split, "the rift within
the lute," between t,he liberal members
of this House. How that fact got into
the press I do not know, but I have no
objection to the letters I sent to those
gentlemen being handed to the press for
publication. Although marked "Personal/' they were not marked "Private
and confidential."
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.- What do we care
about them?
Mr. KENNEDY.-·lt has gone forth
in the press that I would vote for
the present GoYernment, but immediately they were displaced I would
sit behind the incoming Government.
Now, that is an unfair imputation to
cast upon me, because I do not think
any hOllorable member of this House, .or
any individual outside, can accuse me
fairly of attempting to mislead anybody.
Although I have differed, and differed
materially, from members on the side of
the House on which I have been sitting,
and from those who have been opposed to
ine on the opposition side in politics, I
think I can fairly venture to say that that
fact has never made any difference w hatever in my personal relations with them,
and I trust that during my time in politics, be it long or short, those relations
will always continue to exist. I desire to
say now that I am going to vote
for the McLean Government.
I know
that the result of the division is a
foregone conclusion. The jubilation of
some honorable members on the other side
of the House, who have seemed to be
under a cloud for a considerable time past,
makes me inclined to the opinion that the
numbers are perfectly certain; I have had
that impression for a considerable time.
But if the McLean Government goes down,
I am going to go down with them. There
is no possible mistake about that, and I
am. not going to be coerced in the slightest
degree by any statements of those who
may say, whenever they think fit, that I
have ratted from liberalism in the slightest
respect. No man can fairly say in th~s
chamber that I have ever opposed, from
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pal'ty purposes, or any other purposes,
any liberal or progressive measure; alld no
matter on what side of the Honse I may
::;it in the future, my attitudfl will al ways
be the same. But I do say to the leader
of the Opposition that my sympathies
are with him in the difficult task that
he is undertaking. I would remmu
him that only three years ago he cu,me
back to this Honse with a followillg,
as has alreadv been stated, of tSome
65 or G7-·a farger majority than he
can hope to expect on this occa8ion; and
he came back relieved, at his own special
request to the constituencies, of soine of
his supporters, who were a continual
thorn in his side. He will now go back
to the Treasury bench with some of those
gentlemen supporting him again. But he
can rest assured of thiES, as far as lain
concerned-and I think I can fairly speak
for a number of other gentlemen on
this side of the House-that while his
measures are liberal and progressive no
factious spirit will place llS in opposition
to him. He can fairly rest assnred of
that. His task in the past, I admit, has
been a difficult one, and I can ful1y
realize the cause of his downfall some
twel \'e months ago. He undertook an
impossible task in striving to keep abreast
with progressive legislation, while at the
same time taking upon himself, with a
few more of his most energetic workers in
the Cabinet, the responsibility, in conjunction with the other COllvention delegates, of moulding our Federal Constitution. It redounds very much to his
credit that he performed that task .with
snch splendid results, and it is easily
understandable by those who look
below the surface how his downfall came
about. Something had to be laid aside,
and perforce that which could be most
easily laid aside for the time being was
the necessity of the State, because the
matter of the Federal Constitution was
imperative, and had to be attended to.
But, if we remember the prophecies that
were made, and particnlarly by the honorable member for Clunes, as to the dire
results that were going to follow the accession of the McLean Government and
their conservative following to the Treasury bench, I think it must be pleasant
even to that honorable member to know
that no great calamity followed the
entrance of that Government into office.
And, notwithstaedillg some of the forecasts of this evening, I venture to say
Second Session 1900.-[5]
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that no great calamity will follow even if
the right honorable member for St. Kilda
does get back to the 'I'rerl.sury bench with
the most socialistic of his following closely
snpporting him. For this reason-that
the com111on sense of this House and this
country will not allow him to take many
steps in a wrong direction. He kllows
that the same fate which followed him
on the previolls occasion will overtake him in the future as soon as
he departs from what is
right
and propel'. As far as the respective policies of the two parties are
concerned, in my opinion it is simply a
case of t\\eedle-dum and tweedle-dee. I
venture to say, with all due reE:pect, that a
rainfall of half-an-inch in certain portions
of the colony at certain seasons would
have a greater effect on tho revenue of
Victoria than either of the Governments
now going out or coming in; because, no
matter what Government sits on the
rrreasury bench, the common sense of the
coun try, as I have already said, will not
allow them to go wrong to any great
extent. As soon as they move in a·wrong
direction, they will be removed from the
Treasury bench. It may be said that the
prospective Government will be dominated
by the Trades Hall. Well, the Trades
Hall members represent a class which, I
think, are fairly entitled to representation
in this House, and for.m a leaven of the
body politic which is necessary to a certain
extent. But to those ala.rmists who fear
so much from the Trades Hall, I venture
to say that that party have given us a
The discipline
splendid object - lesson.
which exists among the representative8
of that section in . the community, and
the organization by means of which they
contest elections, afford a splendid object.
lesson to every other section of the community, and I trnst; that other sections,
and more particularly that section with
which I am directly identified myse1fthe farming section-will take note of the
lesson afforded them, and will combine in
their own interests, for their own advancement and for their own well-being. If
they do that, then I think they will
have nothing whatever to fear, whether
the Turner Government or the McLean
Government sits on the Treasury bench.
I hope I have said nothing' that is
personally offensive to any member of
this Chamber. I certainly do deplore
the imputation of motives; it is not
proper that it should go forth to the
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public that all sorts of ulteri0r motives
sway men in this House in certaiu dirt~c
tions. I am not going to lecture those
honorable members who attribute those
motives, and 1 will merely say that it is
one of the things connected with pn blic
life which I very much deplore. It would
be better for all parties, in my opinioll, if
honorable members were to deal simply
with the position in [t fair and honorable
way. It is not right that it should go
forth to the public that we are here for
purposes other than those that we really
are here for. As for honorable msmbers
voting or sitting behind the McLean
Government or the rrurner Opposition
when they come back to the House after
the election, I venture to say that there
are no keener critics of the action of
honorable members in that respect than
their own constituents, and I believe that
we can safely leave them to be dealt with
by their electors.
Mr. LAZARUS.-The honorable member for Benalla has told us that no speech,
however eloquent, can alter or will alter
the vote of any honorable member on' this
question. I quite agree with him in that
respect. But Rtill I think it is the duty
of honorable members, on this side particularly, to defend their position, and, if
it be possible, to defend the Government
It was stated by the Opposition
also.
that the Government should not meet the
House, that they should retire voluntarily
without making any defence whatever.
N ow, that to me seems a most questionable
idea, and I think it was ri~htly ignored
by the Premier and his colleagues. This
is a time practically when we are making a certain amount of history. These
matters go down on record, and it is the
duty of the Government to show to the
country what they have done-that they
have committed no errors of omission or
commission, and to ask the reason why they
should be ousted by the present Opposition. I venture to say that any st.ranger
coming into the gallery of this charhber
would think that the Opposition were
the Government, and that the motion of
want of confidence was made from this side
against. the Government sitting on that
(the opposition) side of the House. The
indictment that has been made, and truthfully made, by the variolls speakers from
this side, has proved quite sufficient to
show the unworthiness of the late Government to return to the Treasury bench.
Such an indictment would be quite
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sufftcient to oust any Government. But
what is being attempted by the Opposition is to come back to the Treasury
ben0h and oust a Governmen t against
which llOt one word of complaint has been
made by the Opposition.
:Mr. 'fRENWJTH.-The country has declared against them.
Mr. LAZ AU US. - VVe do not know that..
The numbers have not been stated yet.
It is purely imaginative to say that the
numbers are up.
I have seen the time
when the numbers have been altered.
What I was going to say was that the
practical indictment has been against the
last Goveniment purely and simply, and
that the present Governmeut has had no
indictment made against them whatever. I
ask, why then should any change be made 1
The country, the honorable member for
Hichmond (Mr. rrrenwith) says, has spoken.
That remains to be seen. It may have
spoken, and it may have spoken only in
an indirect \Va y. Vve will see when the.
division is taken whether it has spoken
against the Government or not. Now, what
can thereason be that the Opposition wishes
to oust the Government ~ Is it on ac·
count of mal-administration ~ Is it on
account of the measures. which they have
submitted to this House ~ Arc those
measures not sufficiently liberal ~ Surely
that cannot be the ground of the attempt
to displace them. \Ve have noticed the
absolute silence of honorable members
on the opposition side, and it is really
wonderful to see the mastery which the
right honorable member for St. Kilda
appears to have over his band at present.
Heaven only knows what the penalty will
be in the future if the bridle is removed
when the right honorable member has
reached the Treasury bench! At present,
however, he seems to have a marvellous
power of restraint on that side. One of
. the Opposition certainly did burst away
from command. He made no direct
statement or indictment against the Govel'l1ment, btl t still that suppressed feeling of a desire to speak had to
find vent. But he was the only one
to· break away from his bonds, and he
said nothing except relative to his own
election. I ask again what is the reason
for wishing to oust the present Government 1 The measures they have brought
forward are surely liberal. 'Whether you
call us conservatives or liberals, as long as
the measures which are brought forward
are liberal, why should not liberals support
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.them ~ We have supported them, and
why should not those who claim to be
liberals on the opposition side of the
House support them likewise when they
know that those measures are brought
forward in a gtmuine manner and with
the object of passing progressive legislation ~ '1'he Opposition have 1I0thing
different to give us from the measures
submitted by the Government, exeept in
one direDtion; and it is in that one direction that I wonld vote solidly against the
Opposit.iun-that is, in connexioll with the
convention for the reform of the Constitution. Tt has been said that a precedent was
formed by the convention elected to frame
the Federal Constitution. That was quite
a different matter from the present one.
There, practically a new Const,itutioll was
being framed; here, we are amending a
Consti tu tiol1. If the members who are
sent to this House with powel' to make
alterations in the Constitution are capable
of making alteratiolls in the Constitution,
why should they not do it ~ If a convention is to be chosell, are we going to debar
Members of Padiament from sitting upon
it? I do not think we can reasonably do
that.
Mr. TRENWrl'H.-No.
Mr. LAZARUS.-Exact.ly so. Then it
will be the same as the cOllvention formed
to frame the Commonwealth Constitution,
upon which the whole of the members,
except Olile, who was an ex·member, were
Members of Parliament. vVe cannot reasonably debar Members of Parliament from
sitting upon the convention, and, that
being the case, as the convention is likely
to consist of Members of Parliament, the
Pttrliament which contains these members
are capable of doing what il:! required.
Mr. McLEAN. -You would give up
£3 3s. a day by not baving the convention.
Mr. LAZARUS.-That. is a consideration, no donbt; but I say nothing abotit
that ml)tive.
Mr. TRENWil'H.-That is what the Pre·
mier would c'-:l.ll "the plunder.')
Mr. LAZA:{US.-Parliament mllst be
capable of a:nending the Constitlltion
under which it has to make the laws.
These renson!'l would make me go Rolidly
against the proposals of the Opposition,
which are a slight npon the ability of,
Members of Parliament, and consequently
upon the electors who sent them to repre·
sent them. I, for one, who was in the
House some time ago, have known the.
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leader of the Opposition and respect him
personally to a considerable extent. When
he first took the reins of government
in hand, I was certain that if he were
allowed to carry out the business of this
country in the way his conscience dictated,
he would have a solid and sound following
in this House. So it was when he first
took office. He had a good following, and
everyone respected him and practically
voted with him. But what ~vas the resuld
The labour corner kept working him a
little further and a little further, Hutil he
got so inextricably mixed up with them
that it wal:! impossible for him to get
away from their grasp. vVhat happened
then will happen again. There are members in that corner for \V hom I have the
greatest respect, personal and political.
But there are others for whom I have a
great respect personally, but no respect
whatever politically. I am absolutely
afraid of them, and I am certain that if the
leader of the Opposition gets into power, it
will be the same again as it was on a previous o('casion: That, intendingto give only
a little away, he will give a little more,
until he gets solely into the hands of those
extremists who must and will do extreme
injllt'y to the colony generally. It \vas
forcibly put by the honorable member
for vVarrnambool that the leader of the Opposition knew that he would only have to
pnt up with the labour cornet· for three
weeks, and that after that Parliament
would go into recess, and that then he
would go into the Federal Parliament.
Therefore, the leader of the Opposition is
quite prelJared to take to his bosom thE
extremists in the labour corner, because
he will not have long to deal with them.
But when the Federal Parliament comes
into existence, and. the cream of the intellect of Ollr people goes into the Federal
Parliament, we shall have certain honomble
members left, who probably would not
have the ability of those who have gone
into the Federal Parliament. Some honorable members who will remain will not
support. any proposal for the reduction of
the number of members. To justify their
existence they will bring forward socialis·
tic measures. It will be our duty to
fight against extreme proposals of this
kind. The colony will not stand them.
Therefore, as we have a Government in
power with a liberal tendency-no one
can question that-and one that looks
after the interests of the country generally,
it is the duty of the Legislature to keep

68 J1he Lieut.·Gove1'noT's Speech.

[ASSEMBL Y.]

them in power. On these groullds I must"
vote against the no-confidence motion, and
supporli the programme the Government
have brought forward.
Mr. ROBINSON.--I desire to state as
briefly as possible my views upon the mat·
ter now before the House. It is my intention to vote with the Government on
this occasion. r intimated to my constituents when I started my campaign that
I would give the present Government some
support until I thought a change desirable. T did not think that a change would
be desirable until the federal elections were
over, because did not think it ad visable
to have too many elections, which would
be bad for the country. I pointed out
that if, shortly after the general elections,
the present Government were turned out
of office, we should have some by-elections.
We should have some further elections
next March, in connexion with the Commonwealth, and then there would be
some further by-elections, in conseq nence
of the vacation of seats in this House. I
thought it would be desirable, in the
interests of the country, to make one job
of the matter, so that if a change were
desirable it would be made, with only one
set of by-elections necessary. Such were
the main reasons that induced me to undertake to support the present Government.
At the same time, I take up the position
that if the majority of the members of the
House thought it desirable that there
should be a change of Government, and
if the Government was of a liberal nature,
I would give them support, in so far as I
thought I should do so. If this amendment be successful, I in the future may
perhaps be ranked as an independent supporter of any liberal Government that
may be formed; although at present do
not agree with the convention plank that
is put forward by the Opposit.ion.
Mr. SALMON.-rrhere are one or two
questions which I think may be referred
to before t.he vote is taken on the amendment of the leader of the Opposition. ,V"e
recognise that those members of the
Opposition who have arranged the charact~r of the debate which has taken place
to-night were perfectly within their rights
in so doing, and that although the country
may have desired some light from them,
some information, and perhaps some reasons
for the action they are about to take, yet
that perhaps it would be more cond uci ve
to their peace of mind if they refrained
from making any charge at all against the
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present Government, and sheltered them~
selves-rathe"r unfairly, as I think-under
the plea that the country had spoken, and
that the views of the country had been
adequately and 'fully expre~sed by the
votes of honorable members on this occasion. I am not going to review the acts
of the late Government, but r do desire
to refer very briefly to the very marked
difference that must be observed in the
manner in which the debate has been
conducted by the present Government as
compared with the manner adopted by
their predecessors in office. I think it
will be admitted that the greatest possible
fairness has been shown by the Govern·
mellt, and that the promise rnade by the
Premier whell the previous vote of want
of confidence was launched against them
has been adequately l_ept. I may not
call it our" jubilee promise," to use the
phrase employed by Major Reay in olle of
those eloquent war lectures of his; but
the promise the Premier made was that
when the time came for his Government
to go out of office they would without
a whimper.
The Government haye kept
that promise.
Mr. rrRENWI'fH.-He was in tears all
through his speech.
Mr. SALMON.-The honorable member
for Richmond (Mr. Trellwith) has been
freq uent in hi~ interuptions to-night.
Probably he has been impressed by what
the honorable member for Ballarat 'Vest
(Mr. Vale) said as to the muzzling that is
ill store for him. and is determined to make
the most of his opportunities now" I
would advise the honorable member to
refrain froUl interjecting. The last time
I had to address myself to him in this
House was when he had made an llllfair
al~d baseless charge against me, whieh he
has never had the grace to withdraw.
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-What was that 7
Mr. SALMON.-The honorable member
Jaid the charge against me of consistently
opposing every provision for the extension
of the Factories Act. That is absolutely
unt.rue.
never have opposed one clanse
or line of the Factories Act.. But the honorabl8 member has never withdrawn that
charge, thongh r told him it was not true.
r leave the matter now. It is a distastefnl Olle, and I should not have referred
to it except for the interruption of the
"honoraLle member.
There is another
aspect of the question before the House
to which I wish to draw attelltion. I
regret that the leader of the Opposition

r
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is not at the moment in his place, because.
I much prefer saying before a man's face
anything I have to say regarding him. 'fhe
leader of the Opposition made an appeal
to the House when he was dismissed from
office, stating that there were three principal reasons why he desired to retain the
position of Premier of this colony. Those
reasons were purely federal reasons. The
first was that he desired to be in office
should it be found necessary that any
amendment should be made in the Commonwealth Bill. The second was that he
desired to be in office when the division
of the colony into federal electorates
was being dealt with. 'fhe third was
that he desired to retain office when the
first Federal Government was being
formed. Now, two of t,hose reasons have
disappeared. The right honorable member was good enough then to say that he
contemplated with a great deal of trepidation the possibility of one who had been
amongst the few opponents of the Commonwealth Bill having placed before him
any of these three important matters. I
ask the House and the country whether
the right honorable member has been justified in the position which he then took up 1
'When amendments were proposed in the
Commonwealth Bill could anyone have
been more loyal to the people of the
colony; could anyone have been more observant of their interests, or have more
striotly carried out the mandate which
they gave, than the Premier 1 I consider
it one of my highest privileges to have
been associated with him, and I have the
honour of being one of those who worked
earnestly and long in the cause of federation. I eannot tell honorable members
here the amount of pressure that was
brought tQ bear (In the Premier during
the time tluit the recent very delicate
negotiations were being conducted in the
old country, but I think I ought to state,
for the information of federalists, that the
prognostications of the right honorable
member for St. Kilda were utterly unfounded. No more loyal supporter of the
Commonwealth Bill could have beell found
in the colony of Victoria than the
Premier. Honorable members know that,
with regard to the division of the colony
into electorates, there was a difference
of opinion between the Premier and the
leader of the Opposition. The Prelllier
laid before the House a plan of subdivision which he believed to be perfectly fair, and which was ultimately
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accepted by the House. The right hOllorable member for St. Kilda, \vho was not
prepared to trust the Premier to carry
out the \vork, suggested an amendmcut.
The amendment was, on the motion of
the honorable member for Anglesej,
carried; but the vote was ultimately r~
versed. ,\Ve know that if that amend·
ment had been made it would have operated most unfairly, not towards the
country, but towards the metropolitan
districts, whioh to-day are going to place
the right hOllorable member for St.
Kilda in power. The ambition of the
right honorable member to be in the
position of leader of this Parliament when
the Federal Government is being selected
bids fair to be realized. I wish him much
joy. I am not one of those who have
bowed down to him as the one great leader
in this movement. I know too much
about his actions with regard to federation. When the Federal Government is
being formed I feel perfectly certain that
the eyes of the people of the colony will
be turned towards one who has been consistently loyal to this great canse, who
has never swerved in his allegiance to it
at any time, or for any reason whatever,
and t.hat he will receive the rew1:l,rd to
which he is justly entitled. I have perhaps been led to say more than I should
about this question, .but no one can donbt
my earnestness in regard to it. If there
are rewards to be, parcelled out, I may say
that there are many in this community
who, although they did not occupy exalted
positions at the time when the federal
campaign was being fought, rendered
splendid service, and who are entitled to
some recompense. There are men in this
House who spent more time and money in
endeavouring to place the question ful1y
and properly before the people, and to
secure the victory which was eventually
won, than the leader of the Opposition. I
might complain that he has not laid before
the House any policy. We know why he
did not do that. His policy is exactly the
::lame as that of the present Government.
Mr. BROllILEy.-Yon stole his policy.
Mr. SALMON.-'Ye provided what he
lacked-the energy to carry that policy
into practical effeet, and the honorable
member, and those who are assl)ciated
with him, should be the last to reproach
us. ,\Ye gave them the opportunity of
obtaining the liberal legislation which
they so very much desired. I am lJot
going to follow the bad example whid1 was
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set on the last occasion when there was
a change of Government l),Y complaining
that t he leader of the Opposition has llot
presented any policy; I do not think it
was really necessary for him to do so.
We know what his policy will be.
lt will naturally include constitutional
reform. I do not wish to pose as a
prophet, but it is my firm belief that the
programme of the incoming Government
will contain no referellce to a cOllvention.
Days ago it was decided in the minds of
those who will rule the next Government
that a convention is utterly undesirable,
and, therefore, we shall have no proposal
of the kind. I would ask those honorable
rnembers who are supporting this amendment solely on the ground of the difference between our two policies to remember that they are grasping at the shadow
and losiug the substance. They will have
no opportunity either of voting for, or of
sitting in, a convention, and they may
make their minds perfectly easy on that
score. It will be utterly impossible for
those who have promised a convention to
carry their promise into effect. I urn
glad to say that there has be6n absolutely
no charge of mal-administration laid
agaillst the Government. This is, of course,
the fir.st occasion on which I have had the
honour of being associated with a Government, and I frankly admit that I had no
idea whatever of the amount of work
which fel1 upon the shoulders of those
who undertook the administration of the
great State departments. I have a vivid
recollection of meeting the late Minister
of Mines about eight o'clock one morning
when he was going in the direction of tho
Pul)lic offices. I th,:Hlght that he was out
for a constitutional before breakfast. I
asked him where he was going, and he
said t hat he was going to begin work. He
th~n told me-and this was three or four
yl'<~r~ ago-that he did not leave the department until nearly tweh'e o'clock on
the previous evening.
At that I was
Hstolli.,hed; but I have found that if a
Millister endeavours to do his duty he
must snbmit to personal sacrifice sueh as
I had previollsly 110 conception of. It is a
matter of great satisfaction to me to have
been a member of a Ministry who,
while perfectly true to the political principles to which they pledged themselves,
and \\' hile keeping faith wit h Parliament
and with the people of the country in regard to the legislation that they Hlldertook to submit-and not only to submit,
Mr. Ralmon,
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but to push through Parliament-brought
into the admitlistration of their several
departments an amonnt of energy which
has never been excelled by allY Gm'ernment during the seven years that I h<LVe
held a seat in Parliament, and which has
ber.n attended with the very best results to the country. It must be a
source of keen satisfaction to honorable
members to know that the strictures
which have been so recently passed upon
Parliament, and also upon the administration of the various departments, are not
altogether deserved: that we have still in
this colony of Victoria a hody of men who
are prepared to do the work of the State
in a statesmanlike fashion, who possess
the qualities of h(lnesty, integrity, and
industry, and who place the interests
of the colony before any personal considerations.
I desire to say just one
word in regard to the voice of the country, and then I shall finish. I am not one
of those who believe that the voice of the
country will be properly interpreted by
the dismissal of this Government from
office. I have never gi \'en any encouragement to the cry of town against country.
I have always recognised, from the first
time I entered Pariiament, that lowe a
duty to the whole of the colony, and I
have endeavoured to perform that duty.
I cannot refrain from saying t.hat I view
with positive alarm the possibility of a
repetition of some of the scenes that
we nnfortnnately witnessed during the
tenure of office of the late Government.
I know, personally, that it wa.s a degradation and humiliation to the great majority
of the members of the Government, and I
would therefore ask those members who,
like myself, are the older members of
the House, and have had experience of
what occurred in the past., that they should
pause before they do anything that will
re-introduce a system which, I feel sure,
we all deplore. It is, perhaps, unfair that
any man should say that the futl1l'e Governmellt, if this vote goes against the
present Ministry, is to be dominated by
the rrrades Hall party; but, after all,
would it not be an argument analogous to
that which has been u1-ied so frequently that
this Government has been dominated by
the conservative party 1 After all, is it not
a fair assumption that if the members of
the present Opposition believe that the Government has been dominated by the conservative party, it is just as reasonalole
to suppose that all the legislation to be
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brought in by the future Government
will be legislation dictated by the Trades
Hall ~ I say it is a, fair assumpt,ion, and
honorable members have only themselves
to blame if that assumption goes forth to
the country and brings about results of
which, I am sure, we at present have no
conception. Perhaps I have delayed the,
House too long, but I do desire to
say that if I, personally, have to leave
office, I leave it without a single regret, excepting that I should like to have
had an opportunity of doing more useThat is the only regret I
ful work.
have.
If I leave my two departments
now: I leave them, I am glad to say, without a single ease in arrear.
I have been
determined that every case brought
before me shall be settled before there is
any possibility of my leaving office, and I
can only hope that, whatever result this
vote mll,y have, Parliament will set its
mind to do what the country desires
should be done.
The most important
matter of all, undoubtedly, is the reform
of the Constitution, and that work, in my
opinion, should be perfected before we
enter into federation, that is to say, before
the federal elections are held.
Now, Sir
George rrurner has been charged with an
intention of forsaking this House, and the
party which put him into power.
I do
not believe he could do anything of the
sort. ' I do not think he would dare to do
anything of the sort.
If a man is placed
in the position of Premier of this country,
he is not at liberty to make it a mere
stepping stone to something higher. His
duty to the country is to carry out the
programme which he has put before it.
If he does not do his best to carry out
that programme he is a traitor to the
country, and is false to the oath taken by
him in Parliament.
I know the right
honorable gentleman far too well to
imagine that he has any idea of doing
anything of that kind.
I believe his
presence in the Federal Parliament
would be an aequisition to that body.
I believe that the wealth of knowledge
he possesses, the sense of rectitude which
he undoubtedly shows, would be an immense advantage to those who will have
cast upon them the great duty of inaugurating the Commonwealth. At the
same time, I believe that if it be his intention to join the Commonwealth Parliament, he will first carry out the work he
has stated he is ready to carry out, and
will give the people of the country an
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opportunity of securing as perfect a scheme
of constitutiQnalreform as it is possible
to devise. The right honorable gentleman was in office for a considerable
period, alld made absolutely no effort to
obtain any of the reforms for which he is
now so anxious. The coun try desires
these reform::; to be accomplished, and I
believe it is desired that they should
be accomplished, not only in ~ perfect
manner, but also with the rapidity which
is absolntely necessary, if we are to have
the advice and assistance of the best men
T recognise that
in the community.
many of the honorable members who are
here to-night will become candidates for
seats in the Federal Parliament, but. it is
their duty to give their very best work to
the country which has j list elected them,
and to so mould this reformed Constitution
that it will ac1eq uately meet the desires of
the people for very many years to come.
Mr. BENT.-Most of the speeches tonight have been directed to this side of
the House. The Government have no\;
had to meet any charges from the Opposition. The fact is that it is not necessary
to make any charges against Ministers,
because the constituencies have already
decided against the Government. The
Minister of Public Instruction now says
that we must have the Constitution
amended. What have the honorable member and his colleagues ever done for the
Constitution ~ Is there anything in the
speech about a reform of the Constitution ~ We are told that the question of the
Bible in the State schools is to be sent to
a referendum. Is that referendum any
worse than the Olle Sir George Turner
proposes ~
Mr.SAL'MoN.-lt is a referendum decided
upon by the House before we came into
office.
Mr. BENT.-The honorable member for
Anglesey spoke like most of the conservatives speak. I can tell the honorable
member what the farmers are doing.
The people of Melbourne and suburbs
number altogether over 400,000. They
are industrious .workers, and have to pay
heavy taxes, and these taxes are spent in
many of the country districts where they
ought not to be spent. Look at the
subsidy that is paid to the shires. Working men under a protective Tariff have to
contribnte large sums to the revenue,
while the OW11ers of large estates in
the country pay little or nothing.
An honorable member from this corner
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has been rOLlnd during the last few days that they should be elected at the same
asking-" \V"hat has Dent done 1" \Vell, time as the incoming Assembly. In this
let IlJe tell him that Bent has done . way the electors would have their minds
what he promised to do--he has sup- COlleen trated upon the elections for both
ported the industrious classes of the com- Houses at the same tirne. What does the
munity, who work hard and contribute Millistry intend to do 1 'Ve haye heard
to taxation, which other people spend. about some Constitution. 'Vhere is it ~
Has a single conservative member spoken Has the Treasurer got it in his pocket?
in favour of the Ministry ~ Is there a It is not in this thing, as I said before.
single item in the Government programme 'Vhen are we to have this reduction ill the
that they can honestly support 7 So far number of members 1 'When are we to
as Mr. McLean and Sir George 'l'urner have a reduction in the reimbursement
are concerned, I feel inclined to say-" A of members 1 'When are we to have
plague on both your leaders." The sug- anything 1 Tbere is something in the
gestion is that they are both looking for Government programme about oldsomething else. If it is a vote between age pensions.
I hope that something
McLean and 'furner, Turner will get the will be done, so that the people won't
best of it. I have not the slightest doubt be sent to gaol because they are
about that. If a country party is formed,
poor.
011 the contrary, I \vill sacriit will be about time to form a city and fice everything to see that the lllen and
suburban party, in order to see that the women who have worked so hard for so
earnings of the workers in the city are not many years are properly treated.
Sir
taken in order to be spent in the country. George Turner and his party were in
I will support the fanner as much as any- office for five solid years, and now we are
body, but I think that he ought to COl1- told that the State schools have been
tribute his fair share to the revenue. starved, and that the buildings have not
Does anyone mean to tell me that there is been painted.
Even llew black-boards
a single man in the Ministerial corner oallnot be bought, and there is no money
The
who ,~ould adopt the policy submitted by to pay for the kindergarten.
the Premier ~ I answer" No." They do Go\'ernment have not followed the ordinot believe in it. 'Why, then, don't they nary course with respect to the decision of
come together like the Trades Hall party. the country. 'When the lat.e Mr. Kerferd
It is simply that the conservatives do was Premier, and was rejected by a majonot like the Trades Hall.
rro-night ri ty of one, he retired from office. He did
it is nothing but Turner this and not wait to be kicked out. I think the
Turner that. As I say, the Government Treasurer will rememberthe circumstances.
has made no proposition for a 'reform of 'When Ministers know that the Opposition
the Constitution. If they intended to have got the majority, what is the use of
propose a Constitution within the next six their trying to belittle men who are quite
months it would be inc1llded in this thing as honest and· independent politicians as
in my hand, this programme of the Uo- themselves, and who have done quite as
vernment. It is not in this thing at all. much work for the colony ~ As the Pre'When is the Government going to bring mier stated, I had a majority of 191 at
it down ~ Then there is the Bill for the Brighton.
Mr. McLEAN.-That is because you were
reclassificat.ion of the public service. The
Government J..lromised 3,000 men, who are labelled a Government supporter.
Mr. BEN'l'.-Youcannot bring any newsto be taken over by the Commonwealth,
that they would be properly dealt with paper to prove that, but I ean tell you of
before then, bnt it seems tu me that the a telegram sent by 011e of your colleagues
report of the Anomalies Board has created to Brighton with a view to influencing the
more anomalies than it removed. 'Vho election in favour (Df the other candidate.
was it that gave the working men an Irish Of course the Premier and his colleagues
rise from £120 down to £90~ 'When I do not like my return by a majority of
was before my constitnents, I told them 191. As to the reform of the. Constithat I was in favour of reducing the quali- tution, which has been made a leading line
fication of the members of the Upper in the programme of botl). sides, I do not
House, and the qualification of the electors, believe that the convention idea can be
of making single instead of larger electo- carried out. Another place will prevent
rates, and of providing that half the mern- it, and nothing can be done without the
bers should retire every three years, and aid of that Chamber. The Government
M1'. Bent.
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do not deserve very much consideration
because of t.heir bad tact.jc~. They have
violently attacked certain hOllorl1ble members for choosing to sit in opposition, but
I reckon that they have thrown away an
opportunity of reforming the Upper House
jf they really meant to reform it. I do
not want to sit in opposition, and if an
opportunity presents itself, I shall vote for
the reform of the Constitution in the old
style, by means of legislation, and not by
meallS of <t conventiom. Knowing the nl.lm- ,
bel's were up, the Go\'ernment might have
gmeeflllly resigned, and thus saved two
or three weeks' time which will 1l0\V be
wasted. I am very sorry for them, because
I had hoped to see a spirited Ministry, with
a spirited policy, pushed along and not
pulled back by their supporters, so that
once again we might have peace, progress,
and prosperity for fair Victoria.
Mr. HENNESSY.-I did 110t intend to
speak to-night, but I notice that most of
the new members have spoken., and,
although the hour is late, I think I am
entitled to justify my position as a supporter of the Government. Every rightminded man must agree with me that the
present is not an opportune time for
changing the Ministry. Several of the
men who would be members of the new
Government are certain to be returned to
the Federal Parliament, so that another
change of Ministry will have to be made
a few months hence, and, therefore,
honorable members who have the interests
of the country at heart should. support
the present Administration. It has been
reported in the press that I was a strong
~upporter of the rrurner Government in
the past, but, as a matter of fact, I
fought my election as a supporter of the
programme which the present Premier
put forward at Bairnsdale, and I am prepared to keep my pledges to my constituents, and give a fair support to that
programme up to a certain point. I, of
course, clearly recognise that at this late
period of the year very little legislation can
be passed this session, but I feel t.hat it is the
duty of the Government to push on with
the project for providing workmen's homes,
and with the old-age pemions scheme. It
is a great pity that the present Ministry
is not to have a fair trial. No Government
t.hat has held office in Victoria during the
last twenty years has submitted a more
liberal programme to the country, and the
Premier and his colleagues ought to be
given a chal1ce to carry it out. However,
Second Session 1900.-[6]
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it appears that the numbers are up, and
the McLean Ministry is doomed. A meet·
ing of liberals was convened -last week,.,
and I attended, ,but \V hen I found that it
was not a meeting of liberals after all,
but a meeting to arrange for ousting the
McLean Government, I at once left the
room, although'it was erroneously stated
in the newspapers that I remained. I
felt it only right to offer these few remarks to justify my support of the
Government on the present occasion.
Mr. KIRTON .-1 did not intend to
interpose at this late hour, but I w('mld
just like to say that I was one uf the
members who helped to create the present
Ministry, and I have sat behind it ever
since it took office. I have had frequent
.opportunities of judging of the value of the
work of the McLean Government, and I
am bound to say that it has put. up a
record for administration. I must confess
my complete amazement at the absence of
allY jllst,ification for this proposal to oust
the Government. As a comparatively old
member of the Honse, I quite admit that
the Opposition has acted within its rights
in submitting a hostile motion and imThe caucus held
peaching the Ministry.
last week determined to fight the Government, and if any blame is to be placed on
the shoulders of allY section of this House,
it must be put on t.he shoulders of the
mell who attended that meeting last
week. '1'hose honorable members must
b'e prepared to take the responsibility for
the vote they are going to cast on this no-'
confidence motion. I am delighted to see
among the" new" members some of my
former associates in this Chamber, like the
honorable member for Sandhurst (Mr.
Lazarus), although I deplore the enforced
absence of Mr. Hamilton, one of the most
talented members of the House; the retirement of Mr. 'N att, one of the most
promisillg politicians, not merely in this
colony but in Australia j and I equally
regret the loss of Mr. Hume Cook, one of
the cleverest members I have ever been
associated with in this Chamber. I desire
to tell the new members now sitting in
opposition as loyal supporters of the
Turner policy that the time may come
when, if they dare to exercise their independence, they will be denounced as
traitors. If they dare to cast a vote
against their present leader they will be
told they are conservatives. I rejoice to
think that at the recent general election,
the vast majority of the electors cast their
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votes in favour of measures and not mell.

It has been stated time after time, in the
confse of the debate, that there was a
clean·cut issue between Mr. McLean and
the Right Honorable Sir Gee>rge Turner at
the general election, and that the great
question before the country was the choice
between their respective proposals for
the reform of the Upper House. Vvell,
I can only say thatJ as one of the
representatives of one of the most
populous, and, I venture to say, one
of the most influential, electorates in
this colony, that issue was scarcely ever
raised in my electorate, and I know that,
had this Ministry been willing to pay the
price, they might have had a large majority at their backs to-night. Had they
consented to follow the lead of, or rather
to be dri ven by, a certain newspaper-and
I honour them for not doing so-they could
have had a large majority behind them to
insure their continuance in office.
Mr. TRENWITH.-They were driven by
an uncertain newspaper.
Mr. KIRTON.-I must say that during
the whole time I have been a member of
this House I have never seen the honorable member for Richmond (Mr. Trenwith)
so jubilant as he is to-night, and, I may
add, so highly disorderly in the way of
making interjections.
Mr. McLEAN.-'Vhat will he be like
when he becomes a Minister ~
Mr. KIRTON.-The honorable member's jubilation to-night is in marked contrast with the attItude he assumed when
he asked the House to vote the Turner
Government out of office, and indicated
that he was prepared to take the responsibilityof forming a new Government.
On that occasion he was prepared to put
the late Government out of office. and
was prepared to take the responsibility of
forming a new Government. But I suppose that it is very easy to account for his
jubilation on this occasion. It is understood that he is one of the certaintie~, and
I may say th3.t he is a man who will
adorn, so far as his intellectual capacity is
concerned, any Ministry, and he is bound
to be an element of strength in it. But I do
not desire to disinter the past. I desire,
as far as possible, to forget the past. I
am prepared to say that so far as the new
Ministry is concerned I will deal with it
on its merits, and I will show it a consi.deration which its probable members have
not extended to me. I take it. for granted
that the new Ministry has practically
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arrived, and that during the next few
hours the personnel of the new team
will be announced. It is well known to
members of the House as well as
to outsiders that some of the members
of the new Ministry-some of the most
prominent members of the late Ministrydid their level best to bring about my
defeat at the recent election. Not merely
did they work the local so-called liberal
paper, but they also worked the so-called
liberal paper in the metropolis at the last
moment, and the result was that I was
returned, and I am here as the representative of the liberals of Ballarat. I, ,with
my colleague, polled an exceedingly heavy
vote, and I am here as the eXpollent of
what I eoncei ve to be true liberalism-not
that specious liberalism which consists in
parasitism and pandering to a popular
leader, but liberalism that teaches me that
it is my duty not to slavishly follow any
political leader, but to deal with measures
on their merits, and to vote in favour of
what I consider to be liberal measures,
alld against what I consider to be illiberal
measures. As I have said, when the new
Ministry is formed, I am prepared to deal
with its measures on their merits, and I will
certainly not be a captious critic. I will
endeavour, as far as I can, to assist
in the passing of liberal legislation. I
think that, after .all, Ministries exist
for the country, and not the country
for Ministries, and I do not care
what Ministry is in power-if it is
prepared to submit liberal and pr0gressive
measures, I shall be prepared to support
them. My chief object in rising was to
draw attention to the fact that, at the
recent election, there was an overwhelming majority of members-in fact, I think
almost every member in this Housepledged to support a system of old-age
penSIOns. I want honorable members to
clearly understand-and I would have
said exactly the same thing had the present Ministry continued ill power-that
the country expects them to deal with
this question not merely in a partial
manner, but in a comprehensive manner,
at the earliest opportunity. If there is
any attempt to relegate the matter to
the Federal Parliament, the electors will
demonstrate in no uncertain way their
feeling of disapproval; and I say that, if
the incoming Ministry is prepared to deal
. sincerely, fairly, and comprehensively with
that questioll, they are bound to recei ve
my support. And what I say in relation
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to that question, I say in relation to every
liberal principle. Personally, I do not
attach very much importance to mere party
narues, because I think the term" liberal"
has ceased to express any distinct set of
political principles; it is simply a trading
term used by certain politicians, and,
indeed, is the sole political capital
possessed by some politicians. But I
say that if progressive measures, designed to advance the interests of
every section of the community, are submitted by the new Ministry, I shall feel
myself under an obligation to support
them. I can only say that I regret exceedingly that, through the bad tactics
or the unskilful tactics of the present
Ministry-Mr. McLEAN.-The want of tact.ics.
Mr. KIR'rON.-Perhaps that is a more
accurate expression.
This Ministry has
been thoroughly honorable all along the
line. I have never sat behind a more
I have seen six
honorable set of men.
Ministries occupy the Treasury b3nch
since I have been in this House. I have
sat behind them all, and I am prepared to
go into opposition with this Ministry.
Mr. BRmlLEY.-You have changed a
good many times already.
Mr. KIRTON.-As regards the honorable member for Carlton, I well remember
the time when he was intensely dissatisfied with the late Ministry, and particularly the right honorable member for St.
St. Kilda. I speak advisedly when I say
that that honorable member was plotting
against that Ministry before its downfall,
and was'Willing to wound, but yet afraid to strike.

Mr. BRo.l\ILEY.-That is a deliberate
untruth.
Mr. KIRTON.-I say it is absolutely
true.
The SPEAKER.-Order.
Mr. KIRTON.-I confess that the right
honorable member for St. Kilda must feel
embarrassed at being supported by such a
large number, in fact the whole, of the
labour members in this House.
Mr. BRol\fLEY.-¥ou jump to every side
of the House.
Mr. KIRTON.-I have never been on
the other side yet_ When I do go to the
other side of the House, I trust I will
acquit myself with more dignity than the
honorable member for Carlton is capable
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Mr. BROMLEY. - You are like the Vicar
of Bray.
Mr. KIRTON.-I well remember the
time when the honorable member for
Carlton, the present honorable member
for Melbourne North, and the late
lamented John Hancock were sitting in
this corner and were supporting the late
Ministry. I well remember when the right
honorable member for St. Kilda rose in
hi':! place as Premier, denollnced that section of the House, and said that he would
ask the country to retul'l1 him more loyal
supporters. And as the result of that
the present member for Melbourne North
lost his seat 011 that occasion.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-And he got a loyal
supporter, who sold him.
Mr. KIRTON.-I ventUf(~ to think that
no honorable member felt more bitter
against the late Ministry than the present
member for Melbourne North did on that
occasion. The right honorable member
for St. Kilda was responsible for his defeat
at; that election, and he did not cease to
concleinll the late Premier for his action.
Then, is it not well known that the return
of the late Mr. Hancock was imperilled
by the late Premier? Is it not equally well
known that the present member for Carlton was opposed by the Turner Ministry
on the same occasion ~
Mr. BROl\fLEY.-N ever.
Mr. KIRTON.-It is a well-known
fact.
Mr. SANGsTER.-The present Government are responsible for his return.
Mr. KIRTON.-No Ministry have exhibited more generosity towards the
honorable member for Port Melbourne
than this Ministry, or towards the labour
corner generally.
Mr. SANGsTER.-In what way ~
Mr. KIRTON.-Every member of this
House, irrespective of the side he sat
upon, could approach the present Ministry, ask a favour, and receive justice.
Mr. SANGsTER.-And receive a promise.
Mr. KIRTON.-No set of men ever
, oceupied the Treasury bench who have
been more obligingtotheirfellow members,
. or 1110re generous towards them. 'I'hey
have not been afraid to put their hands ill
. their pockets, and· treat their fellow members in a generous, fair, and hospitable
'way. I mention this because it is in
marked contrast with the action of the
late Ministry. I well remember in the
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expirIng hours of the last session, in fact,
during the whole of the latter pa,rt of that
session, when the House sat late on
several occasions, the whole of the members, irrespeCltive of party, were invited
upstairs by the present Ministry. My
honorable friends opposite were uot
ashamed to accept the hospitality
of the occupants of the Treasury
bench, and they seemed to like it very
much. So far as I can judge, they are
likely to lose something in that respect
by the creation of the new Ministry.
However, all I desired to say was that I
was returned as a liberal, that I have
been a liberal from the beginning of my
political career, that I am a liberal. still,
but that I am not prepared to become a
slavish supporter of any political leader.
I will deal with the measures of the right
honorable member for St. Kilda on their
merits, and I can only hope that there
will be a re-union of the liberal party. I
can promise the incoming J\linistry t!lat
if their measures are of a liberal character they will command the supp'ort of
honorable members like myself. I am
prepared to extend to the new Ministry
a generous sympathy, and I trust that the
change of Government which appears inevitable will result in benefit to every
section of the community. I am not prepared to oppose the right honorable member for St. Kilda hecause he is supported
by the Trades Hall. [am quite ready to
admit that the wage-earners of this community have a right to be represented in
this House equally with every other section. I trust, however, that there will he
an effort made to benefit every section
of the community, and if the change of
Government results in benefit to the
whole of the colony, I shall not regret, it.
Mr. McLEOD.-At this late hour I
certainly did not .intend to address the
House. Being a new member, I have sat
and listened patiently, with the object of
endea vouring to gain inforlllation regarding
the grounds for the important motion on
which we are asked to vote to-night. The
honorable member for Benalla stated that
the leader of the Opposition and members
on that side of the House were justified
in the ~ttitude they assumed in not giving
any reasons for asking the House to vote
for the motion of the right honorable
member for St. Kilda. The reason assigned
for that was that some twelve months ago
a similar course was pursued by honorable members on this side. I think,
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however, t.he circumstances llOW are very
different. At that time the charge was
launched against the existing Ministry in
a Honse that was conversant with and
cognizant of all that harl taken place
during the preceding two years. On the
present (;ccasion, however, I am asked, ,U!
a Hew member, to vote on a matter
on whieh those who have launched this
churgt' against t he Government ha ye not
endea vOlll'cd to give any in formation
whatever. The fad that there are no\\'
a Humber of uew members in the House
certainly entitles us to some information
as to the grounds on which we are invited
to bring abont a change of Government.
I stand in the posi t.ion of coming into
the House perfectly ullpledged. I was
opposed by two candidates who were
pledged to the Ministry. I declined to
pledge myself to any party, because I
considered that at the present time it was
a question of measures and not men. For
that reason I declined to pledge myself,
and for that reason I think I have a right
to expect, when I am asked to give a vote
to displace t.he present Ministry, that I
should be informed of the grounds on \\. hich
this charge has been levelled agains t them.
In looking carefully at the programmes
put before the country by both leaders, I
utterly fail to see the grounds of difference which would justify me in thinking
that the country demands a change of
Governlllent. Had there been a distinct
line of demarcation, we might fairly assume
that the country had made this demand.
But when I look at the two parties in
this House, I find they are so much alike
that I might say of themHow happy could I be with either,
Were t' other dear charmer away.

Mr. TRENWI'I~H.-They will be "away."
Mr. McLEOD.-Then we have a right
to be told why. As to the interruption of
the honorable member for Richmond (Mr.
Trenwith), I remember a remark made by
a member of th'e House of Commons to
another honorable member who was
ejaculating. He said that the honorable
member might suppress his exuberance a
little bit, and let the business go on. Let
the honorable member for Richmond allow
the business to proceed, and permit the
GJvernment to die decently, without undue
exultation. What I have to complain of
is that, ill a House containing a large
number of new members, on the first night
it meets for business, a charge is launched
without any allegation to meet it
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whatever.
I feel satisfied III my
own mind that my duty is cleartbat is, to vote in favour of the Ministry
at this particular period of its history,
when we are getting so close t.o the end of
the year. I am satisfied that nothing has
been said by either party in the House to
justify auy one in saying that the country
has really decided the matter. Because
there was nothing to decide at all. The
only q nestion that came before the country
-and that in a half-hearted way-was
the question of the convention, and I do
not think the affairs of the country should
be thrown into confusion at this time
when the matter of deciding upon a convention is so far off. Vi e shall have
greater ohanges to contemplate before that
is decided UpOll. For this reason a grave
sense of responsibility should be felt by
members upon being asked to vote on a
question when those who support the
motion have not done us the honour
of giving us the slightest information.
Though I enter the Honse as an independent member I feel compelled to vote with
the Ministry, becanse I consider that this
is not the time for displacing t hem and
throwing tho affairs of the country into
confusion. Vi e know that a change of
Government will mean delay, and the
speeches made to·night will create
friction which will put a further check
upon the despatch of business. I regret
extremely that at this stage, when
the country wants peace, progress, and
prosperity, we should he met, at the
outset of the new Parliament, with
a motion of this kind, without any
attorn pt to j nstify it. As I have said,
the only quest.ioll which can be said
to make a line of demarcation between
parties is the question of the convention. That proposal practically asks
the 95 members who were returned on
the 1st November last to say that they
are incompetent to 1-'erform the duty that
the country has asked them to perform.
I myself have intimated that I am prepared to go further than the Ministry
are prepared to go.
I did that before
the Ministerial programme came out.
What right have I now to brand myself
as saying what was untrlle, and why should
I not be prepared to do what I said I
would do 1 I should be in that position
if I voted for the convention. I should
be misleading my electors after I said I
was prepared to do a certain thing. We
have no 'right to assume that another
Second Session 1900.-[7]
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place is bound to oppose liberal legislation
until they have had an opportunity of
saying whether they will or not. For
these reasons, and as it has been the
practice for the new members to justify
their votes, I again say that, as an independent member, the only course I feel
justified ill taking is to cast my vote with
the Ministry to·night.
The House divided on Sir George
Turner's amendmentAyes ...
Noes ...

51
42

Majority for the amendment

9

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Anderson I
Barbour,
Bennett,
Bent,
Best,
Billsoll,
Bromley,
Burton,
Downward,
Duffy,
Duggan,
Findley,
Fink,
Foster,
Gillott,
Grose,
Gurr.
A. Harris,
1. A. Isaacs,
J. A. Isaacs,
Keast,
Kerr,
Lawson,
Mackinnon,
ri~. Maloney,
Mr. Mauger,

Mr.
Dr.
Mr.
"
"
"
"

McGregor,
McInerney,
Morrissey,
Nichols,
Oman,
O'Neill,
Peacock,
Prendergast,
., Ramsay,
Major Reay,
Mr. Sadler,
" Sangster,
" Smith,
" Spiers,
" Sterry,
" Taverner,
" Trenwith,
" Tucker,
Sir George Turner,
Mr. Warde,
" 'Wilkins,
" E. D. Williams,
" H. R. 'Williams.

I"

Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
" Beazley.
NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"

"
"

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Andrews,
Argyle,
Bowser,
Brown,
E. Cameron,
E. H. Cameron,
Chirnside,
Duffus,
Dyer,
Forrest,
Gillies,
Graham,
J. Harris,
Hennessy,
Holden,
Irvine,
Kennedy,
Langdon,
Lazarus,
Levien,
Madden,
J. W. Mason,

Mr. McArthur,
" McBride,
" McColl,
Sir John McIntyre,
Mr. McKenzie,
" McLean,
" McLeod,
" Methven,
" Murray,
" Outtrim,
" Robinson,
" Salmon,
" Shiels,
" Stanley,
" Staughton,
" Toutcher,
" Vale,
" White.

Tellers.
Mr. Craven,
" Kirton.
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The address in reply, as amended, was
then adopted, and it was ordered to be
presented to His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor by the Speaker and members of the House.
The SPEAKER.-During the earlier
stages of this debate T niade an observation, the application of which the honQrable and learned member for Delatite did
not understand. It was not intended to
apply to him personally. I intended it
for honorable members generally, and not
for him.
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE.
Mr. McLEAN movedThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday next, at four o'clock.

He said-Now that the result of the
elections has been ascertained in the only
possible constitutional way in which it is
possible to ascertaiu it, and seeing that
the Government are in It minority, it ollly
remains for me to tender my most hearty
thanks to those honorable members who
have sat on this side of the Honse and
given the Government such loyal and
generous support during our term of office.
I also desire to express my thanks
to those honorable members who have
sat 011 the opposition side of the
House during the late Parliament for
the kind and courteous manner they
have always treated myself and the
Government. Vie have always had fair
play with all our measures. I have
been singularly fortunate in my colleagues.
I have known a good many Governments
since I have had the honour of occupying
a seat in this House. I have been personally connected with four. But I can
truthfully say that, so far as I am capable
of jlldgill~, I never knew a Government
whose members devoted so much energy
and intelligence to the discharge of their
duties as my present colleagues. I am
deeply indebted to them, and I shall
al ways look back with the greatest pleasure upon my cOlmexion with them. I am
perfectly snre that every Olle of my colleagues will, like myself, look back on our
term of office with the feeling that we
have done our duty according to the very
best of ollr lights, and I believe the country will admit that we have done good
work.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at one o'clock
a.m. (Thursday), until Tuesday, November 20.

The New jfinistry.

LEGISLATIVE CUUNCIL.
T'uesday,

~Novernber

20, 1900.

'rhe PHESIDENT took the chair at
twenty-five minutes to five o'clock p.m.,
and read the prayer.
THE NEW MINISTRY.
The Hon. E. J. CHOOKE.-It is doubtless within the knowledge of honorable
members that, owing to the adverse vote
carried in another place last week, the
members of the late Ministry tendered
their resignation to His Excellency the
Lieutenant - Governor.
His Excellency
thereupon sent for the Right Honorable
Sir George Turner, \V ho undertook the
task of forming a Ministry, which he has
succeeded in doing. The members of the
new Ministry are as follow : Premier,. ~reasurer, and} The Ri ht Hon_ Sir
COmllllSSIOner of Trade
C g T
and Customs
7eorge urner.
_ {Thle Hon. I. A.
saacs.
Secretary
and, The Hon. A. J. PeaChief
Minister of Labour
) cock.
A.
S or't
G
I
Hon.
ICI or- en era - { The
vVynne.
Minister of
Defence, 1
Minister of
Public TI H
W Mc.
·
\ 1e
H. eaIt, 11, an d a V lCeC 11 on.
h
President of the Boa,rd
u oc .
of Land and Works
Minister of Railways, }
Minister of
Public
Works, and a Vice-Pre- Mr. vV.A. Trenwith.
sident of the Board of
L,md and Works
Minister of Agriculture - Mr. J. Morrissey.
President of the Board of }
Laud .an?- Works and I. Mr. D. J. Duggan.
CommISSIOner of Crown I
Lands and Survey
1
Minister of Mines and t Mr. J. B. Burton.
Water Supply
f
Postmaster-General and}
Minister of Public In- Mr. W. Gurr.
struction
The Hon. E. J.
Crooke.
Miuisters without office
The Hon. P. Phillips.
{ Mr. S. Gillott.
Mr. R. McGregor.
Attorney-General _

J

As it will be necessary for those honorable members who have accepted offices of
profit to go before their constituents for
re-election, I beg to moveThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday, December 4.

I understand that that will be too short
a period for the honorable members of
this Honse who have to go before their

Leave of Absence.

[20 Nov., 1900.J

(lonstituents if they should be opposed, but
.should such turn out to be the case we
-can apply for a further adjournment until
December II.
The Hon. F. S. GRIMvV ADE seconded
the motion.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I wish to
take advantage of this occasion to thank
honorable members of this House, on behalf of my late colleagues and myself, for
the courtesy and consideration extended hy
them to the members of the McLean Government. Ministers in this Hou~e at times
have a very difficult task in consequence of
the fewness of their number, and we
thoroughly appreciate the great assistance
that was given to us by honorable memhers. Of course, all the measures that
were introduced by the late Government
were not approved of by all honorable members, but they all gave us every assistance they could in making our legislation
as perfect as possible, and our most grateful thanks are due to them.
Now, Mr.
President, I ~hollld like to congratulate
the members of this House who have been
chosen for office in the new Ministry.; but
1 must withhold my congratulations until
I receive some assurance that they disavow
all sympathy with the proposed convention.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-I think it
is due to the House that I should acknowledge the uniform kindness with which
honorable members have treated me during the time I have been in office. I am
sure I am delighted to find my friend Mr.
Crooke in the position he occupies now.
Like Mr. Davies, I dare say I differ from
him in regard to the proposed convention,
to which I could not give my acquiescence; but I have had such a busy time
during the last twelve months that I seem
to h>l.ve forgotten all about politics, and
hardly knew of this proposed convention
before taking my seat on this side of the
House. 1 congratulate the members of
the new Goverument in this House upon
their position as ad vi::sers to the Lieutenant-(jovernor, and as conductors of the
business of this House.
The motion was agreed to.
LEA VE OF ABSENCE.
The Hon. N. LEVI movedThat leave of absence be gra.nted to the '
Honorable G. Godfrey for the remainder of the
session, on account of urgent private business.

The motion was agreed to.
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ADDRESS IN REPLY TO
THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR'S
SPEECH.
The PRESIDENT reported t.hat he had,
that day, waited upon the LieutenantGovernor, and presented to His Excellency
the address adopted by the House on
November 14, and that His Excellency
had been pleased to make the following
reply:MR. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE GENTLEMEN
OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUXCIL-

I thank you, in the name and on behalf of the
Queen, for your address, and receive with pleasure the expression of loyalty towards Her
Majesty which you have conveyed to me.

The House adjourned at fifteen minutes
to five o'clock, until rruesday, December 4.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, Novimber 20, 1900.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
ADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE
L lEU fEN ANT-GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
The SPEAKER reported that he had,
tillat day, waited on the Lieutenant-Governor, alld had presented to His Excellency the address adopted by the House
on the 15th of November, and that His
Excellency had been pleased to make the
following reply : MR. SPEAKER AND GE~TLEl\IEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY--

I thank you, in the name and on behalf of our
Most Gra.cious Soverdgn, for the expression of
loyalty contained in the address just presented
to me.
'
You acquaint me in your address that my l!tte
advisers did not possess the confidence of Parliament or of the country, and I have the honour
to inform you that, they having resigned their
offices, I have taken steps which will, I trust,
bring the Executive Government into harmony
with the opinion of the Legislative Assembly.

ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS
COMMI'rTEE.
The SPEAKER laid on the table his
warrant appointing Mr. Bennett, Mr. E.
H. Cameron, Mr. Gair, Mr. A. Harris, Mr.
Madden, Mr. Methvell, and Mr. Taverner
as the Committee IDf Elections and Qualifica tions.
THE NEW ,MINISTRY.
, M·r. GILLOTT.-It is my ,duty. to inform the House that, in pursuance of the
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vote which was recorded by the House on
Tbursday last, the members of the late
Ministry tendered their resignation to His

Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. Their
resignation was accepted, and the Right
Honorable Sir George Turner was sent for,
and intrusted with the task, which heunder-

took, of forming a new Administration.
He has completed that Administration, and
the various members of it have been sworn
in. I have now the pleasure of reading
their names to the House. Thev are as
follow:"
Premie.r,. Treasurer,
and}Tl
R'gllt H on. S·lr
.
f 1: ra
de
1e . I
ComnnSSlOner
0
G
T
and Customs
eorge urner.
Attorney-General - The Hon. I. A. Isaacs.
Chief Secretary and}The Hon. A. J. PeaMinister of Labour
cock.
Solicitor-General - The Hon. A. Vvynne.
Minister of Defence,
Miml'~tler °df P~?lic The Hon. 'V. Mceulea ~ 1, an a
lce1 h
President of the Board
oc.
of Land and Works )
Minister of Railways,}
Minister of Public
vVorks, anel a Vice- Mr. "V. A. Trenwith.
President of the Board
of Land and 'Yorks
Minister of Agriculture - :Mr. J. Morrissey.
President of the Hoard Of}
Land .al~d Works and Mr. D. J. Duggan.
Comn11sslOner of Crown
Lands and Survey
Minister of Mines and,\ M J B B t n
Water Supply
J r. . . ur 0 •
Postmaster-General anel I
Minister of Public In- > Mr. ·W. Gurr.
struction
}
(The Hon. E. J.
) Crooke.
Ministers without office', The Hon. P.Phillips.
Mr. S. Gillott.
Mr. R. McGregor.

H

!

l

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE.
Mr. GILLOTT movedThat ·the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday, 4th December next.

He said that the honorable members who
had accepted office in the new Ministry
would, of necessity, have to vacate their
seats and to seek re-election at the hands
of their constituents. An adjournment
was therefore unavoidable.
Mr. STERRY remarked that he desired
to take the opportunity of congratulating
His Worship the MaJor of Melbourne, the
honorable member for Melbourne East, on
his inclusion in the new Ministry. He
might say, with even more emphasis, that
be congratulated the Ministry on having
been able to secure as one of their number
a gentleman who was held in such high

Constitutional Reform.

esteem by every section of the community~
and who would Hot only add st.rength to
the ~fillistry, but do credit to any officewhich he tilled. The honorable member
was not, so to speak, borrowed for theoccasion; he was a liberal of tbe right
stamp-a liberal by instinct-and if other
honorable members who professed to be·
liberals were not built on the same lines,
the new Government could not hope to
succeed in retaining the confidence of theHouse. He looked on the hOllorable member for Mel bourne East as one of the most
staunch and liberal· minded men in thewhole community, and he congratulated
the Goverument, more than he congratulated the honorable member himself, on
his inclusion in the Ministry.
SUPPLY.
Mr. GILLOTT movedThat this Honse will, on Tuesday, 4th
December next, resolve itself into a committee
to consider of the Supply to be granted to HerMajesty.

He said that Stallding Order No. 273A
required that the HtHlSe sbonld, in future,
appoint the Committees of Supply and
Ways and Means at the commencement of
every session, SQ soon as an address had
been agreed to in reply to His Excellency
the Governor's speech.
Mr. GILLIES.--Such a motion should
not be moved now.
The SPEAKER.-It is a formal motion,
and can be moved without notice.
Mr. GILLIEs.-There are no responsible
Ministers present. I am not, however,
going to take objection to the motion.
'1'he motion was agreed to.
'W AYS AND MEANS.
Mr. GILLOTT movedThat this House will, on Tuesday, 4th
December next, resolve itself into committee
to consider of the Ways and Mea.ns for raising
the Supply to be granted to Her Majesty.

The motion was agreed to.
CONSTITUTION AL REFORM.
Dr. MALONEY stated that he desired
to ask the honorable member for Melbourne East (Mr. Gillott) if it was the intention of the Government to introduce,
in the first session of this Parliament, a
Bill providing for the holding of a convention, to be elected by the people, to
deal with the question of the reform of
the Constitution of both Houses of Parliament 1

Victorian Contingent
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Mr. GILLOTT. -I will inform the Premier of the que8tion which the honomule
member has asked, and I have no doubt
that it will receive due consideration.
REGISTRATION OF BRANDS.
Mr. CRAVEN asked the honorable
member for Melbourne East (Mr. Gillott)
:if it was the intention of the Government to introduce a .Bill providing for the
registration of brands? He said that the
previous Turner Government allowed this
question to go by the board. The Bill
was one that should be taken up by the
'Government. It was not fair to leave it
to private mem bers. He hoped the Government would promise to introduce the
Bill at the earliest possible moment.
Mr. GILLOTT.-I have no doubt that
-the matter to which the h0110rable member hilS referred will receive the considera:-tio11 of t he Government at the earliest
possible moment.
THE POLICY OF THE
GOVERNMENT.
Mr. McLEAN remarked that he had no
.-desire to embarrass th~ honorable gentlemen who represented the Government.
He did, however, wish to ask whether they
were in a position to state when the
Premier would anuounce the policy of the
{jovernmeut?
Mr. GILLOTT.-I regret tllat I am
not in a position to answer the hOlloraule
member's question. I have no doubt
whatever that the policy of the Government will be announced at the earliest
possible moment.
VICTORIAN CONTINGENT IN
CHINA.
Mr. SMIT H observed that he wished to
"bring under the notice of the honorable
gentlemen representing the Government a
mat tel' that was of con.:;iderable public
"im portance, and that affected some of his
·own constituents. He had roceived a letter,
·dated 25th September, from a member of
the Victorian Contingent in China-a constituent of his own, a man he knew very
well indeed, and who was known to some
other honorable members; a most reliable
fellow-in which statements were made
to the effect that the contingent from this
·colony was being treated very badly indeed.
The men did" n(}t complain about the
.amount of work that was being thrust
'upon them, because they were used

in China.
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to that kind of thing; but they did
complain that., after long marches,
and, on one occasion, after 500 lllen had
been for a night and a day upon a barge,
ascending a river, when they were, of
course, very much overcrowded, they were
unable, at the end of their journey, to get
proper food, or anything like a sufficient
quantity of food. This had occurred not
once but several times within a very few
weeks. He (Mr. Smith) mentioned the
matter in this public way because he
noticed from the llewspapers that the Imperial authorities were asking that the
men sellt from Victoria, as well as those
sellt from the mother colony of New South
Wales, should be permitted to remain in
China for another winter -that was, for
another six or nine months-and that
assent was being given, and very properly given, to this request. He thought
that, under the circllrnstances, this would
be a suitable opportunity 011 which to
bring it under the notice of the authorities in China that complaints had been
made as to the treatment of these men.
He knew that his corresponclent was not
the only man who had written in the same
strain. Letters to the same effect had
been received in two other electoral districts, and he therefore desired to ask the
honorable gentlemen representing the Government to call the attent.ion, in a direct
way, of the Minister of Defence to the
ma.tter.
Mr. GILLOTT.-I shall have the
greatest possible pleasure in communicating to the Minister of Defence the
information that the honorable member
has now furnished to the House, and I
have no cloubt that it will be attended to
by him in due course.
Mr. SHIELS remarked that on a previous occasion he expressed the opinion
that it was deplorable that the House
should have its attention called to questions of military discipline. Was it possible for a campaign to be conducted, or for
discipline to be maintained in an army,
if Parliament was gravely to set itself to
work to listen to e-rievances of this kind
that were brought before it in an unauthentic and un authoritative manner ~
It waS utterly impossible. On the previous
occasion a complete answer was furnished
to the acc1l8at.iolls made, but honorable
members all fel t that by such proceedings
tbe dignity of Parliament was lowered,
and the efficiency of any arm of the service
in war was seriously interfered with. He
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did hope that honorable members would
recoglllse that questions of this nature
should not-unless the emergency was
pressing, and the information ,vas absolutely allthoritative- be brought before
the House and in that way given publicity
to.
Mr. DUFFY observed that he could not
quite agree with the honorable member for
Normanby. If there were rumours abroad,
it was much better that they should be
stated on the floor of the House, so that
an authoritative answer might be given to
them. There were various rumours afloat
now. They might or might not be true
-the public could not tell whether they
were true or not-bnt if an honorable
member took the responsibility of calling
attention to them on the floor of the
Honse, the Minister could make inquiries.
If there was a complete answer the honorable gentleman could give it, and the
country would be satisfied.
PROCLAMATION OF THE
COM:M ONW EALTH.
Mr. METHVEN observed that the proclamation of the Commonwealth was
to take place in Sydney on the 1st of
January next., and was to be made the
occasion of a great national celebration.
There were a large number of gentlemen
who rendered valuable service to t.he public without fee or rewarcl- he alluded to
the members of the municipal councilsand some of them might feel disposed to
go to Sydney to be present at the celebrations. He desired to ask the honorable gentlemen representing the Government if they would be disposed to
recommend to their colleagues that free
passes should be granted to municipal
coullcillors who desired to visit Sydney on
the occasioll of the proclamation of the
Commonwealth 7 If such action were
taken by the Government of Victoria, he
had no douht that the Government of
New South "Vales would be prepared to
meet them and to grant similar facilities.
As honorable members knew, visitors
to Sydney were, as a rnle, murh better
treated than visitors to Melbourne.
Mr. McGREGOR.-I shall have pleasnre
in consulting my colleagues with regard
to the matter to which the honorable
mem bel' has alluded, aucl givillg him an
answer 011 some su bseqnent occasion.
The House adjourned at five minutes
to five o'clock, until Tuesday, December 4.

the Commonwealth.
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The PRESIDEN1' took the chair at.
fifteen minutes to five o'clock p.m.,.
and read the prayer.
CENSUS ACT 1900 AMENDMENT
BILL.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING, by leave,_
moved, without notice, for leave to intro-·
duce u Bill to amend the Census Act.
1900.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in,. and read
a first time.
REPRESENTATION OF GIPPSLAND·
AND "VESTERN PROVINCES.
The PRESIDENT announced that since·
the House h\st adjourned he had issued
writs for the f.leetion of members to servefor the Gippsland Province and the "Vestern
Province respectively, in the place of the·
HOllorable "V. McCulloch and the Honorable A. 'Vynne, who had severally accepted offices of profit under the Crown.
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE.
The HOIl. E. J. CROOKE said that, as.
t he re-election of the Solicitor· Gelleral and
the Minister of Defence was being opposed,.
and the polling would not take place until
'Vednesday next, and the writs would
not. be returnable until Tuesday week, he·
begged to moveThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
this day fortnight., at half-past four o'clock
p.m.

The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that he·
would like to proeeed with the Insolvency
Law Amendment Bill, the first reading of
which he moved on the 14th ult., beforethe late Guvernment was defeated. He·
ulJderstood that the present Government
did not iutend to take up the measure,
aud he would therefore like to go on with·
it. He believed that it would not take·
the Council long to deal with the Bill.
The PRESIDENT.-I may point out to·
the honorable member that it is not usual
for business to be proceeded with in theabsence of responsible Minist~rs of theCrowll. Of course, it is entirely a matterfor the House, if the members representing:
the Government have no objection.

Adjou?'nment of the House.
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The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said be remembered that when Sir Frederick Sargood and he joined the Munro Government, the Legislative Council appointed a
member of the Railwltys Standing Committee before they were re·elected. As the
measure would be a private member's Bill,
and there were two members of the Government present, Ministers ought to have no
objection to his going on with the Bill.
It was a measure that had previously
passed the Council, and if it was not proceeded with now there would be no chance
of putting it through, because the House
would have very little time to sit after
the writs for the Gippsland and vVegtern
Provinces were returned.
The PIU::SIDENT.-Of conrse, it is a
matter entirely for the members represent.
ing the Government to determine; but I
would point out, in reply to the honorable
member, that there is a difference bet.ween
the election of a member of the Hail ways
Standing Committee and the passing of a
Bill to amend all existing law. The appointment of a mom bel' of the Hail ways
Standing Committee merely carried out
an existing Act of Parliament, wherens
the Bill the honorable member desires to
proceed with is to amend all Act already
on the statute· book. 1'he honorable member will see the difference. However, if
the Ministers present do not object to
the Bill being dealt with, the House will
probably not object.
'}'he HOll. E. J. CROOKE remarked
that, as far as he was concerned, he wonld
leave the matter elltirely in the hands of
the HOllse. Of course, he could not take
any responsibility whatever in regard to
it, but he wonld )Joint out that if the Bill
passed the Council he did not think there
'vas the slightest possibility of its being
dealt with in another place this session.
As the COllncil wonld not meet again until
the 18th inst., there would be only three or
four sitting days left before the end of the
session, and he therefore understood and
sympathized with the honorable member's
desire to proceed with the Bill immediately.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT asked if it
would not be ad visuble to pass the
standing orders at the present sitting ~
The Hon. E. J. CROOKE said he
thought it would be better to postpone
the passing of the standing orden:! until
the Solicitor-General and the Minister of
Defence were re-elected.
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The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he presumed that the standing orders would
provide for precedence being given to
private members' business on Wednesdays.
If the members representing the Government desired him not to proceed with the
Insol veney Bill until the first Wednesday
sitting, he would not object.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD observed
that the Bill Mr. Davies now desired to
proceed with was a measure which the
Coullcil passed last. session, and he did not
suppose there would l.oe the slightest difficulty in putting it through all its stages
within a very few miuutes. But, as it was
a legal measure, it appeared to him that
it would probably be wiser for the Council
not to proceed with tbe Bill in the absence
of the present Solicitor-General. If it
were a measure of a different cla"ls he
would be prepared to support Mr. Davies'
suggestion tbat the House should put it
through at once, but, under the circumstances, he thougbt it would be only fair
to the Solicitor-General if Mr. Davies did
not press the House to deal with it at the
present sitting.
The motion was agreed to.
The Honse adjolll'l1ed at six minutes to
five o'clock, uutil Tuesday, December 18.
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The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
NEvV MEMBI!:RS.
The SPEAKER informed the House that
since the adjournment of tbe Assembly,
on the 20th ult., he had issued writs for
the election of members to serve for the
following electoral districts :-St.. Kilda,
in t.he place of Sir George Turner; Bogong,
in the place of Mr. 1. A. Isaacs; CI unes and
Allandale, in the place of Mr. Peacock;
Hichmond, in the place of Mr. 'j'renwith;
Rodney, in the place of Mr. Morrissey;
DUDolly, in the place of Mr. Duggan;
Stawell, in the place of Mr. Burton; and
Geelong, in the place of Mr. Gun; who
had severally accepted offices of profit
under the Crown. He had received returns
showing that Sir George Turner had been
elected for St. Kilda, Mr. Peacock for
Clunes and Allandale, Mr. Tren with for
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Richmond, Mr. Morrissey for Hodney, Mr.
Duggan for Dnnolly,Mr. Burton forStawell,
and Mr. Gurr for Geelor.g. He had not yet
received the return to the writ issued for
the election of a member for Bogong, but
he had received a telegram from the returning ofricer informing him that Mr. I.
A. Isaacs had been duly elected.
Sir George Turner, MI'. 1. A. Isaacs, Mr.
Peacock, Mr. Trenwith, Mr. Morrissey, Mr.
Duggan, Mr. Burton, and Mr. Gnrr were
then introduced and sworn.
ADJOURNMENT.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-In view of
the demonstration which has taken place
to-day, alld the fact that, in any case, we
should have to adjourn very shortly, I
think it would meet the wishes and convenience of hOllorable members if I did
not attempt to proceed with bllsiness
to-day. Under these circumstances, I beg
to moveThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
to-morrow, at four o'clock p.m.

The motion was agreed to.
1'he House adjourned at twenty-four
minutes to five o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE
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Wednesday, December 5, 1900.
The SPEAKER took the chair at haIfpast four o'clock p.m.
REPRESENTATION OF BOGONG.
'fhe SPEAKER announced the receipt
of a return to the writ issued by him for
the eleetion of a member to serve for the
electoral district of Bogong, showing that
Mr. 1. A. Isaacs had been elected.
BUILDING STONE AT
BAIRNSDALE.
Mr. FOSTER asked the Minister of
Public Works if, in view of the deposit of
splendid building stone near Bairnsdale,
he would take steps, by cOllstructing a
tramway, ttl nlake the stone available for
general trade purposes, even if it were
necessary to charge a small royalty that
should equal the interest on the cost of
the work ~
Mr. rrRENWITH.-I shall probably be
,able to answer this question more fnIly at
a future date. At present we have not
snffieient information as to the extent and
character of the stone deposit to enable

at Bairnsdale.

us to say whether it wonld be desirable to
make a tramway as suggested. In any
case, we shall, I think, have to obtain
parliamentary sanction.
vVOOMELANG TO MILDURA
RAILvVAY.
Mr. LANGDON asked the Minister of
Railways the following questions : 1. Whether it is a fact that the route originally proposed through which the first part of
the W oomelang to Mildura line was to run, and
which was reported as first,class land, has since
proved to be a series of impassable white sandhills, and, in order to, save the prospective line
to Mildura from beiug buried in drift sand, the
dep!Lrtmelltal surveyurs have been compelled to
deviate severallOiles in a north-westerly direction towards Tiega, thus making the distance
much longer?
2. Is it now considered an impossibility to
construct this Jiue [Lt a cost of £2,000 per mile?

Mr. TRENW 1TH.- With regard to the
first question, the Engineel'-in-Chief informs me that the route is being tested by
a trial sllrvey. So fat·, the survey has
only extended about 30 miles. In th='l.t
distance the surveyors have discovered 110
necessity for any cOllsiderable deviation,
but it will be impossible to say definitely
what deviation wiII be required until the
whole 70 miles has been traversed.
Question No. 2 will also depend for a
tinal answer upon the more complete
survey.
At present, the Engineer-inChief is unable to say whether it ~'i1l be
impossible to construct the line at a cost!
of £2,000 pel' mile.
POST- OFFICE EMPLOYES.
Mr. McKENZIE asked the PostmasterGeneral if he intended to give effect to
the recommendation of the Anomalies
Board in respect to temporary employes
by providing that in future they should
be employed from half-year to half-year,
withou t limi tation, should their services
be req uired ~ He said that. a number of
men were employed temporarily in the
General Post· office for three periods of
three months ea.ch in succession. After
that they had to stand out for a time.
Those men were in an unfortunate position in vipw ·of the approach of federation,
a.nd tbe,Y were anxious to know what
action the Postmaster-General intellded to
take in regard to them.
\-Vas it the
intention of the Government to carry out
the recommendation of the Anomalies
Board?
Mr. GURR.-The matter is now under
the consideration of the Cabinet.
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THE RETURN OF AUSTRALIAN
TROOPS.
USE OF PARLIAMENT HOUSE STEPS.
Mr. BENNETT said he desired to bring
under the notice of the Premier the
system that was adopted with reference to
the sending out of invitations to Members
of Parliament for the cel'emony that took
place on the previous day, on the occasion
of the return of members of the Aus·
tralian contingents from South Africa. It
would be admitted that every Member of
Parliament should receive equal treatment, bnt whilst sume honorable members
were poillt-blank refused extra tickets,
they were gi ven to others. Each honor~
able mell1ber received a ticket, for which
be did not think they need thank the
Government, inviting him to attend with
two ladies on Parliament House steps, for
the purpose of witnessing the procession.
It appeared that in many cases extra
tickets were granted. He saw gentlemen
O()n the Parlianlent House steps who had
nothing what.ever to do with Parliament,
and who were accompanied by as many as
four or five ladies. He had noticed during
his twelve years' experience in Parliament
that certaitl members always got privileges which were refused to others,
and his poiut was that in connexion with
such matters all honorable members should
be treated alike. He acted in accordance
with the invitation which was given to
him, and sent one of his daughters elsewhere to witness the procession; but, as
he had said, others brought with them as
manv as five or six ladies. One of the
new "members spoke to him on the subject,
and he told him that if nobody else
b1'o\.1O'I1" the matter under the notice of
the Government, he, as an old tuember,
would do so.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-When the
arrangements \vere being made for yesterday's celebration I was, nnfol'tunately,
otherwise engaged. I myself received the
usual invitation, and I refused to give
extra tickets to persons who applied for
them. The arrangements were, however!
carried ont by the Chief Secretary, and
I will ask him to explain what was
done..
Mr. PEACOCK.-I made arrangements
with the Serjeant-at-Arms thut all members of both Houses of Parliament should
be iuvited, and that provision should be
made for them, and also, in each case, for
two of their lady friends. Invitations
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were also sent to ex-Members of Parliament and to heads of departments.
Numbers of applicatiom were made to me
for extra tickets, but knowing, as I did,
from past experience that there would not
be accommodation for a very large number I refused them. 'With the concurrence
of tho~e of my colleagues whom I saw
on the subject, the number to be accommodated was limited.
I felt tlmt it
would be better to have only snch a
number there as we could prtlperly
cater for, than to run the risk of
incollvenience and confusion by permitting any indiscriminate issue of tickets.
Definite instructions were given accordingly. I am sorr'y that there was any
hitch in the direction indicated by the
honorable member. No distinctiolJlS were
made. I, as Chief Secre~ary, received
numbers of applications for additional
tickets, and I refused to grant them. I
said that the instructions were that the
invitations were to be limited, so that the
number present should Hot exceed 500 or
600. 'Ve desired tha.t there should be
ample accommodation for everybody, and
tha,t no ineonvenience or discomfort should
occur. I will make inquiries, and ascertain how it was that there was any- breaking a way from t he in~tructiolls.
Mr. BENNEl'T.-I dId not ask the question for myself, but f0r others.
Mr. PEACOCK.-So far as t.he Government are concerned, every Member of Parliament was treated alike.
Honorable
members made applications to me for extra
tickets for their personal friends-mayors
of municipalities and others-and I refused
them. I said that it was better that the
number s~ol\ld he restricted, so that the
proceedings might be carried out with
some degree of comfort.
Mr. LANGDoN.-Who was responsible
for the bunO'le in the streets ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-All that I can say is
that nothing was responsible for what
occurred in the streets but; the unbounded
enthusiasm and loyalty of the people of
Melbourne and suburbs. All the available
police were secured to keep the route of
the procession clear, and, although there
was a little confusion, I think the scene
that took place was one that we were all
delighted to witness. I was delighted to
find that the people of Melbourne were not
one whit behind the people of London in
the enthusiasm with which they welcomed
home the troops returning from South
Africa.
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Mr. MURRAY stated that he had intended brillging up the question of the
use of Parliament House steps by Members of Parliament as a matter of privilege.
Was it necessary on the occasion of snch
a celebration as that which took place on
the previous day for honorable members to
receive an invitation before they could
occupy a position on the steps in the front
of Parliament Honse ~ vVere the Government not trenching on the privileges of
Members of Parliamen t in taking such a
course, and in limiting the number of
ladies whom any Member of P<1.rliament
should be allowed to bring with him ~ It
came quite as a revelation to him that it
was necessary at nIl that he or any Member of Parliament should have to get a
direct invitation from the Government before he could be present within the precincts Clf Parliament Honse on any public
occasion. He had always thought that
Members of Parliament had a perfect right
to make use of Parliament House at any
time without an invitation from the Government or from anybody else.
Mr. LANGDoK.-The invitation was to
afternoon tea.
Mr. MURRAY said that all invitation
wa~ sent by the Government to each
Member of Parliament to witness the
procession from the steps of Parliament
House. It was incidelltally mentioned at
the bottom of the tickets sent out that
afternoon tea was to be provided. 'rbut
was not the function to which honorable
members were invited. Be had always
considered that honQrable members had a
right to make use of Parliament House at
any time when it was open; and he desired to ask the Speaker whether it wa~
,vithin the province of the Government to
limit the rights of honorable members to
::Iccess to the building ~ He would not say
anything about the procession, of which
they \rere all af:ihamed.
The SPEAKEH.-My attention was
called to this matter yesterday by certain
honorable member.s.
I have only to
say that I received an invitation from
the Serjeant-at Arms, one of my own
officers, to be present on the steps of
Parlianient House, and to briug two
ladies with me. I think that the course
of proced nre adopted was not at all in
accordance with what has been the
practice in the past. The President of
the Legislative Council has cOllsulted me
with reference to what took place. I was
not spoken to about the mat.ter at all. As
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Speaker, I represent the Legislative
Assembly, and, in future, before anything
of t.his kind is done, I shall expect to be
at least consulted.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I desire to say, Mr.
Speaker, that I spoke to the Serjeant-atArms and found that you were absent in
the country. I then asked the Serjeantat-Arms to see the President of the
Legislative Council in reference to the
matter.
rfhe SPEAKER.-I can only say that
it was au improper proceeding for the
Government to invite Members of Parliament to attend on the steps of Parliament
House.
I regard Members of Parliament
as trustees of the ParJittment builJings. I
felt that a blUllder had been committed,
and I may say that I still take that view.
Sir GEORG]~ TUHNER.-There is no
doubt that a hlllnder was committed. If
I had been here it would not have
occlllTed. My honorable colleagne who
took charge of the matter came to me
when I was busy, and asked me whether
the Government would entertain Members
of Parliament and their lady friends on
the occasiol1 of the return of the troops
from South Africa. I said-" Yes; make
the necessary provision." The intention
wa.s simply to ask Members of Parliament
and their lady friends to afternoon tea,
but by a mistake they were invited to
attend on Parliament House steps.
Mr. S:m'l'H.-And the wrong people got
m.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I dQ not
know bow they got ill. It appears to me
to be a great mistake to make any I'eservatioll with regard to the use of Parliament House steps.
That. is my own
opinion, and I have expressed it to the
Speaker before. 'rhe better plan, I think,
is to leave the steps entirely opell. It
would be useless, however, to discliss this
nH1.tter fnrther. There is llO doubt that
a blunder WflS committed, and I promise
that, so far as I am coucerned, it shall
not OCQlll' again.
PHOCLAMATION OF 'l'HE
AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEAL'fH.
Mr. DUFl?Y remarked that the discussion that had just taken place ren~inded
him of another matter. A number of
honorable members would very shortly be
proceeding to New South Wales to take
part in the celebrations in counexion with
the proclamation of the Australian Commonwealth. If those responsible made as

Election of Chairman

[5 DEC., 1900.] .

big a mess of things, in proportion, as bad
been made here in oonnexion with the
return of the troops from South Africa,
there would be a verypretty mess indeed. It
had occurred to him that before honorable
members went to Sydney in their official
capacities, some little consideration should
be given to their comfort. The Government or the Speaker might let honorable
members know what preparations were to
be made for receiving Members of Parliament, and generally wbat the programme
of festivities was to be. He would also
like to know how long they were to be in
Sydney 1
Mr. SMITH.-And how they are to get
there ~
Mr. DUFFY said that the question of
how they were to get back was of much
more importance. If some action were
taken in time it would, TIl') doubt, cOllduce
to the comfort of honorable members, and
to the success of the celebrations.
Sir GEORGE 'rURNER.-This matter
has Hot been overlooked.
I have, almost
since I came into office, been in communication with the Premier of New South
Wales in regard to what is to be done. As
soon as I receive definite information I
shall be glad to make it public, so that it
may be available to honorable members
and others to whom invitations may be
sent. I have already received certain information, but if I were to make it public
it would simpl.y be confusing.
EMBEZZLEMEN1.' AND THEFT IN
THE RAILvVAY DEPARTMENT.
Mr. THENvVITH, in compliance with
an order of the Honse (dated July 10),
presented a return showing the number
and uature of cases of embezzlement and
theft in tbe Railway department.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF
. COMMITTEES.
Sir GEOHGE 1.'URNER said that, by
leave, he begged to move-
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ability. I shall need the assistance of
honorable members, and if they give it to
me as they have done during the last three
years, I have no doubt I shall be able to>
give them satisfaction.
Subsequently, in committee,
Mr. McLEAN said-I desire to congratulate the Chairman of Committees on
his re-appointment. I take this opportunity of saying that I should have been
very pleased to second the motion if the
opportunity had been afforded to me. I
ha've hitherto been under the impression
that the appointment of the Speaker and
the Chairman of Committees were matters
for the whole House, and not for one side.
The CHAIRMAN.-This is a little out
of order, but I thank the leader of the
Opposition for having so graciously offered
his congratulations to me. I have always.
had the very strongest support from him,
and honorable members assouiated with
him, as well as from the other side of the
House. It may have been my fault that
the seconder of the motion for my reappoint.ment came from the Government
side of the chamber. Honorable members
are aware that the honorable member for
Richmond (Mr. Bennett) and myself have
been close friends d llring many years, and
I was anxious that he shonld do it.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I asked him to>
propose the motiot1.
The CHAIH:MAN.-I was anxious that
the honorable member for Richmond
should propose or second the motion, if no
other arrallgements were made. I think,.
therefore, that what the leader of the
Opposition has referred to was very likely
my fault.
Mr. McCoLL.-I am afraid it is another
blunder.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-You made a little
blunder last Thursday.

OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL.
Sir GEORGE TURNER presented a.
mesHage from His Excellency t.he LieuThat the honorable member for Collingwood
tenant·Governor recommendillg that an
(Mr. W. D. Beazley) be appointed Chairman of
appropria,tieHl be made out of the coriCommittees of this House.
sol ida ted revenue for the purposes of a
Mr. BEN NETT seconded the motion, Bill to provide for the payment of oldwhich was agreed to.
age pensiol~s.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I desire to thank honThe House having gone into committee
orable members for the coefidence they to consider the message,
have shown in me by re-electillg me to
Sir GEORGE TUB,NER movedthe position of Chairman of Committees ..
That
it is expedient that an appropriation be
I will endeavour during this Parliament made from
the consolidated revenue for the
to merit that coufidence by carrying out purposes of a })ill to provide for the payment
the duties of the office to the best of my of old-age pensions.
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The motion was agreed to, and the
resolution was reported to the Honse
:and adopted.
Authority being given to Sir George
Turner and Mr. 1. A. Isaacs to introduce
.a Bill to carry out the resolution,
Sir GEORGE r:rURNER brough t up a
Bill "to provide for the payment of oldage pensions," and moved that it be read
.a first time.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read a first time.
Sir GEORGE TURNER movedThat the second reading be made an order of
the day for to-morrow.

Mr. GILLTES.-I hope the Premier does
not inteml to go on with the second reading to-morrow, although the motion is
formally pu t.
l'he SPEAKER.-" To·morrow" does
not necessarily mean to-morrow j it may
mean next week.
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YRE.-The Government
are not prepared for to·morrow.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-"Ye are all ready.
The motion was agreed to.
INSCRIBED STOCK JUDGMENTS
BILL.
Sir GEORGE TUHNER presented a
message from His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor recommending that an
appropriation be made from the COli solidated revenue for the purposes of a Bill
to provide for the payment of judgments,
decrees, and orders made in the United
Kingdom in respect of Victorian Government stock iuscribed in the United King.
dom.
The House having gone into committee
to consider the message,
Sir GEORGE TURNER movedThat it is expedient that an appropriation be
made from the consolidated revenue for the
purposes of a Bill to provide for the payment
<>f judgments, decrees, and onlers made in the
United Kingdom in respect of Victorian Government stock inscribed in the United Kingdom.

The motion was agreed to, and the
resolution Wa.3 reported to the House and
adopted.
.
Authority being given to Sir George
Turner and Mr. Gillott to illtroduce a Bill
to catTy out the resolution,
Sir GEORGE TUHNER brought up a
Bill" to provide for the payment of judgments, decrees, ancI orders made in the
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United Kingdom in respect of Victorian
Government stock inscribed in the United
Kingdom," arId moved that it be read a
first time.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was rean a. first time .
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS.
Sir GEOHGE TURNER said that, as
honorable members would realize, the
session would necessarily be a short one,
and he desired, by leave, to introduce a
number of Bills in order that they might
he circulated and placed on the list for tomorrow. Honorable members could rest
assured that any contelltious matters, or
matters which required further time for
consideration, would not be attempted to
be forced on unduly. There were a number of small Bills of no great importance
that might be dealt with on the following
day.
Mr. GIJ.LTEs.-I thiuk the Government
should kllow whether a Bill is contentious 01' not.
Sir GEORGE TURNER said there
were some Bills which would be formally
illtroduced, and the second reading of
whiGh would be adjourned until the following week, but some measures might
be put through altogether on the f·)llowiug day.
'V"OMEN'S SUFFRAGE BILL.
Sir GEORGE TURNER moved for
leave to introduce a Bill to remove the
disqualification of women voting at elections of members of the Legislative Assembly.
rrhe motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
Mr. GILLIES.-When does the Premier
propose to take the second reading of the
measure ~
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The second reading of this Bill will be taken on Tuesday next. I desire to have a full House
for it.
OLD-AGE PENSIONS
(REGISTRA1'ION OF CLAIMS) BILL.
Sir GEOHGE TURNER moved for
leave to introduce a Bill to provide for
the registration of claims for old-age pensions.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
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PUBLIC SERVICE
RECLASSIFICA'rrON BILL.
Sir GEORGE TURNER moved for leave
to introduce a Bill to provide for the reclassification of the public service.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
CUSTOMS OFFICERS BILL.
Sir GEORGE TURNER moved for leave
to introduce a Bill relating to the execution
of certain powers and duties of the Commissioner and officers of the Cnstoms department.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brough t in, and read
a first time.
MELBOURNE AND METROPOLITAN
BOARD OF vVORKS BORROWING
POWEHS INCREASE BILL.
Sir GEORGE TURNER moved for leave
to introduce a Bill to increase the borrowing powers of the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board 'of Works.
- The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
YARH,O'WEE CHANNEL vVORKS
BILL.
Mr. TRENvVITH moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to provide for the repayment of portion of an amount to be
ad vanced by the State towards the Yarrowee Channel vVorks, Ballarat.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
VOTING BY POST ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
Mr. PEACOCK moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Voting by
Post Act 1900.
The motion was agreed to.
'rhe Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
POSTAGE RATE ALTERATION BILL.
Mr. GURR moved for leave to introduce
a Bill to alter the rate of postage on letters
received in any post-office in Victoria for
delivery in Victoria.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
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SCRIPTUHE LESSONS REFERENDUM
BILL.
Mr. GURR moved for leave to introduce a Bill to authorize a referendum to,
the people 0n certain questions as to the
use in State schools of certain Scripture
lessons, prayers, services, and hymns.
The motion ~vas agreed to.
The Bill was t hen brought in, and read!
a first ti me.
CENSUS QUESTIONS RE WOMEN'S.
SUFFRAGE.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE moved : That the following questiont:! be added to the
usual ones upon the census papers to be issued
to householders next year :1. How many female adults are in favour of
woman's suffrage?
2. How many male adults al~e in 'favour of
woman's suffrage?
~, How many adults are in favour of religious.
instruct ion, as rccommended by the Royal commission, being given in State schools?

He said-It strikes me, from the immense amount of business which has been
put before the House this evening, that it
will be impossible for private members to
do anything if they do not take ad vantage
of the present opportunity. In the preseut motion I have been antit:ipated
largely by proposals of the Government.
I Bud that there is to be provision made
by one of the Bills introduced to remove
the disqualification of women to vote for
the election of members of the Legislative
Assem bly. A Bill has also been introduced
by my honorable friend the Minister of
Public Instruction relating to the taking
of a referendum on the question of religious
instruction in State schools. If the motion
which I am now moving is carried, there
will be no necessity for either of those
measures. At all events, it will give this
Honse and the country an opportunity of
obtaining a thorough knowledge of what
the disposition and desire of the people is
in regard to these two questions. I desire
to divide the motion, so as to guard against
complicatio1:1s which are likely to take
place in regard to the Rills mentioned this
afternoon, if I may be allowed to do so.
The motion will then read : That the following questions be added to the
usual ones upon the census papers to be issued
to householders next year : 1. How many female adults are in favour of
woman's suffrage?
2. How many male adults are in favour of
woman's suffrage?

~o
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Honorable members will understand that
<;ensus papers are issued to every hOllseholder in the country, and that the word
~'householder" embraces the occupant of
-every hut, tent, mia-mia, or any otber
place or abode. If the present pr,)posal
is adopted, therefore, honorable members
",ill by this means get a thorough knowledge of the opinion of the whole of the
inhabitants of the colony in regard to
these particular matters. I want honorable
members to Vi9W this question as a very
important olle indeed. If the motion be
ca~ried, it will, I think, set aside all desire
for a convention to frame a new Constitution for the Parliamellt of Victoria. The
whole desire for the convention is in consequence of the fact that another place has
failed to pass the ·Women's Suffrage Bill.
If this House and another place have a full
knowledge of tho opinion of the people
in regard to that measure, I have no
dou bt it will receive proper cOllsideration.
But I maintain that at present neither
House has a knowledge of the opinion of
the people in regard to the measure. I
have no desire to refer this or any other
question to the people in the way of a
The way in which the
referendum.
motion proposes to deal with it is altogether different to the taking of a referendum. The referendum, as I understand it, means the decision of the people
upon a certain question, and that decision makes it the law of the land.
But in this case I am simply going to ask
the people, throngh the means of the
census papers, and for the information of
the Legislature of this country, what their
opinion is with regard to these questions.
Now, I think it would be desirable to
divide the motion into two. I think it
would be better, for many real':ons, to
avoid mixing up the qnestion of women's
suffrage with the q uestif)n of religious instruction in State schools. The fact that
two separate Bills on these subjects have
been introduced this afternoon shows me
that I perhaps made a mistake in combining the two subjects in one motion.
Still, I can fairly move that the opinion
of the male and female adults be asked on
the question of women's suffrage, and that
questions 1 and 2 in my motion should be
inserted in the censns papers. I am quite
sure that the House (mnnot object to those
questions being put in the census papers,
because most extraordinary questions are
at. present asked in the census papers.
For instance, every householder is asked
Sir John McIntyre.
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whether he is a Protestant, a Catholic, or
a Freethinker, and whether his children
are being taught in any religious faith.
He is also asked what his education 1Swhether he can read or write, whether he
is a graduate of the University, and so on.
Now, if it is right to ask householders
such questions, I do not see why we
should hesitate to ask what is the opinion
of the adult members of each household
on the long-debated questions of women's
suffrage and religious instruction in State
schools. And tbere can be no possible
means of getting the opiniOll of the
country in a more effective manner than
this. Moreover, it will cosi the country
nothing toput these extra questions in the
censns papers. It may be said that the
adoption of this proposal will establiRh a
precedent; but, if so, it is one that can
only be exercised once every ten years.
It will enable us to assure ourselves
whether the male and female adults of
the colony really want women's suffrage,
and also whether they desire religious instruction to be gi ven in the State schools.
If the questions are answered properly
and correctly, as no doubt they will be,
I am confident that, in both cases, the
answer will be " No." At the same time,
I do not overlook the fact that nt.her
honorable members hold a different
Opll1lO11. I am told that some 52 members of this House have been returned
pledged to support the Women's Suffrage
Bill; but I deny that the question of
women's suffrage had any effect on their
election at all. If women's suffrage had
any infiuellce in any constituellcy it was
in Prahran-the centre, so to speak, of
the agitation throughout the country.
A number of women there have actually
got positions on the local State schools
board of ad vice, and the women's suffrage q nestion has been most acti "ely
promulgated from Prahran. Therefore,
there was a real test on the women's
suffrage question at the Pmhran election.
And what was the result 7 That an opponent of women's suffrage was returned,
defeating the most active member in
favour of women's suffrage this House
ever had. Consequently, I do not concur
in the opinion of honorable menl bers who
say that women's suffrage is desired by the
majority of the adults of this colony. No
doubt some honorable members made nse
of it to get t.he influence of the ladies on
their'side, with a view to securing election
to this House; but I feel sure that the
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women of the country genera.l1y do not the people would go to vote on the quesdesire the franchise. The best way to tion; but by the mefl,ns I propose we will
test the qnestion, however, is the one I secure the opinion of every adult male and
now propo!Se. It has been said that' the 'female on the questions of women's sufadoption of this course will prevent the frage and religious instruction in State
granting of the suffrage to women in schools. As to the objection that the
time for the Federal Parliament elections. census papers may be used in future for
But does anybody believe-does the Pre- ascertaining the opinion of the people on
mier think, for example-that it is pos- other questions, I would remind the House
sible to pass the Women's Suffrage Bill that that could only be done once in ten
before the Federal Parliament elections years.
take place ~ Does the Premier believe
Mr. GAIR,-'Yill vou ask for their
that the Legislative Council will pass opinion on the convel;tion, too?
such a Bill this session ~
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-The honorMr. MAUGER'- What will persuade the able member can add that question himLegislative Council to pass the 'Yomen's self, if he wishes to do so. I shall not object.
Suffrage Bill ~
In the census papers we can get any iuforSir JOHN McINTYRE.-The adop- matioll we like. The object of taking the
tion of the course I now propose will give census is not merely to ascertain the
them a chance of ascertaining the real number of inhabitant~, but al&o such paropinion of the adults of the country on tieulars as their occupations, religious conthe question of women's suffrage. I am victions, and the number of cocks and
confident that if another place is satislied hens and goats they have got. If the
that the adult females or the adult males opinion of the electors on these questions
of the colony, or anything like a reason- is asked throllgh the medium of the
able percentage of them, desire the ex- censns papers it will be a very good
tension of the franchise to women, the let-off for the Government,
Indeed. I
other Chamber will give way on the ques- thin k. I can claim that my proposal is more
tifJll.
Honorable members who are in in the Ministerial interests than in my
favour of women's suffrage ought surel'y own. It offers the Government a grand
not to object to this proposal.
opportunity to get out of a most diffiMr. MA UGER.-You fl)rget that t.he cult position.
The'y are now in a
Legis1at.ive Council have already refused cleft stick, as it were, and they should
a referendum.
take advantage of my proposal in
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-'But this is
their own interests.
I ask honornot a referendum in any shape or form j able members to give this matter their
it is simply asking for valuable infor- very careful consideration. I will separate
mation, which would guide ll1e111bers of the two questiollR of women's suffrage and
this House and members of another religious instruction in S' ate sahonls, and
place.
There can be no possible ob- confine my present motion to that of
jection to adding to the census papers women's suffrage. 'When I gave notice of
the t \VO q nestions I prop()se~ and a motion I th()ught it desirable to link the
great deal can be said in favour of my two to!!ether, but I am afraid that., as two
proposal. I hold that this is a better separate measures dealing with the two
system t.han the referelldum.
[f you
subjects have been introduced, if my
adopt the referendum, you must carry motioll was passed as it stands it would
out the expressed desire of the people; but lead to difficulty. Therefore, for the premy proposal is simply tn ask forinfurmation sent, I will contine it to the question of
which may lead Parliament to legislate women's suffrage. I think it is desirable
in the direction the people desire or not, to get to know how many women as well
as Parliament in its wisdom ~hil1ks fit.. I as how many men are in favour of women's
believe that every member of this H(Hlse suffrage. I am confident that the conl1try
will he prepared to accept the information will be glad, and members of this Honse
recei ved, whether it be for or against and members of another place will also be
women's suffrage. Certainly, if the voice glad, to have this question of women's
of the people is given in this form in suffrage definitely settled. I observe that
favonr of women's suffrage, I shall at once, it has been proposed in another place to
and unhesitatingly, bow to their de(~isi()n. aceompliRh the same object byamellding
Suppose we took. a referendum to-morrow ~ the Census Act" but I do not think that a
The possibilities are that not one-third of Bill to amend the Census Act is necessary,
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although the Attorney-General will, perhaps, correct me if I am wrong in that assumption. Something may be said about the
secrecy that it is necessary to observe in
matters of this kind. Well, I would point
out that the collectors of the census papers
have to make a declaration that all the
information they receive in the schedules
will be kept strictly private. Under the
circumstallces, I ask the House to help
me to get the country out. of the difficult
position it has been in for many years
past with regard to this very tantalizing
question of women's suffrage, and the
equally difficult question of religious
instruction in the State schools.
I am
perfectly snre, from tbe way in which this
proposal was received from the platform
ill Maldon, that the idea is one that will
take on. The course I propose will give
the country an opportunity of expressing
a definite opinion on these two important
subjects, and it is desirable that Parliament should know the real views of
the people before legislating on these
questions.
Mr. McKENZIE seconded the motion.
Mr. PEACOCK. - I do not know
whether the honorable memlJer for Maldon is really serious in nJaking this proposal to the House, but I should hardly
think so, jndgillg from my long expedellce
of him in parliamentary matters.
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YRE.-The Government
ought to be glad of the chance to get out
of a difficulty.
Mr. PEACOCK.-The honorable member will find that there is no difficul t.y at
all in regard to the two subjects in question. These two matters are to be submitLed to the serious consideration of
Parliament as the result of the general
election, and Bills have already been introduced to ascertain whether Parliament
is prepared to concede adult suffrage, and
sanction the taking of a referendnm on
the question of religious instruction in
State schools.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-I gave notice of
my motion before the Government gave
notice of theirs.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes; we were· not in
office then. I gladly welcome both the
mover and the seconder of this motion to
the fold of those who believe that a referendum should be taken on the question
of women's suffrage, although I oannot
congratulate them on the manner in
which they have submitted this proposal
to the Legislative Assembly.
I have
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al ways understood that those honorable
members belonged to what is called the
constitutional party, and, therefore, I am
quite surprised at them taking up on
these questions an attitude so thoroughly
unconstitutional as the one they now
assume. If it is right to adopt this proposr.tl to obtain, through the medium of
the cemms papers, the opinion of the
adults of this colollY on the questions of
women's suffrage and religious instruction
in State schools, why should not the people
be asked, through the medium of the
cellSUS papers, whether they are in favour
of old-age pensions, Sunday trading, and
the reform of the Upper House ~ Why
not carry the proposal very much further,
if it is right to carry it so fad
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YRE.-Of course, you
could reduce it to an absurdity ..
Mr. PEACOCK.-Carried ont to its
logical conclusion, the same system could
be avplied to all qnestions that are a little
bit difficult, and, if so, Parliament might
as well close up for' seven OL' eight years
and let the electors be asked to express
their opinions with regard to all vexed
questions through the medium of the
census papers once every ten years. It is
all very well for honorable members, who
have been all along stout opponents of
adult suffrage, which they honestly believe
would be detrimental to the interests of
the country, to submit such a proposal as
this, but why they should object to Parliament dealing wit h women's suffrage in
a regular manner, instead of putting
questions in the census papers, passes my
com prehension.
Sir JOHN McIN'l'YRE.-'Ve know the
country is dead against worn en's suffrage.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Of course, it is well
known wbat this is done for. The real
object is to try to postpone the vVomen's
Suffrage Bill. Everyone knows full well
that nearly twelve months must elapse
before the earliest returns with regard to
our population can be published after
taking the census. Moreover, section 6
of the Census Act prescribes the questions
that are to be put to householders in the
census papers. I ask the honorable member for Maldon if he really believes that
it would be wise to wait for possibly two
years before getting the views of the
people on the question of women's suffrage
through the medium of the census papers 1
Does he really think that his proposal is a
practicable one ~ Even if it is seriously
made, which I doubt very much, the
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llOnorable member knows full well how the
information contained in the census papers
is collated.
Mr. SALl\wN.-He knows how the census
papers are filled up.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes, I thank the honorable member for the correction.
I
-should like to see the honorable member
for Maldon acting as manager of a large
hotel-say the Grand Hotel-on the night
that the census is taken. I should like to
see the honorable member calling on all
the lodgers and asking them the necessary
"<'luestious. with a view to elicit the information that has to be given in the census
papers, because it is not the individual
lodget', but the occupier of the household,
who is responsible' for inserting in the
<lausus papers all the requisite iuformation
with regard to the persons under his roof
on the night the cens.us is taken. I would
like to be present when the honorable
member, as manager of the Grand Hotel,
was calling on all the lodgers, and interviewing all the ladies, to ask them, amongst
other things, whether they were in favour
of adult suffrage or not. However, it is
no use debating the question, beca.use the
proposal has only got to be examined
to see how absurd it is. I am confident
that the Honse generally will scout the
proposal as being absolutely unworthy of
seriolls consideration.
Mr. McKENZIE.-In reply to the Chief
Secretary, I will simply point out that the
manager of an hotel, under the circumstances he has alluded to, has to interview
all his lodgers, male and female, and put to
them other qnefltions very much more pertinent or impertinent, as the case may be,
than the questions contained in the motion
now before the House. I think it would
be a very simple thin~ for the malJager of
such an hotel to ask the lodgers, in addition to the other questions he htl.s to
put to them-"Are you in favour of adult
-suffrage or not 1"
Mr. PEACOcK.-Some of them might
not be electors, or even residents, of Victoria-they might be visitors to the
colony.
Mr. McKENZIE. - A few strangers
would not materially affeet the average
This proposal is
one way or the other.
an attempt to get a reliable indicatioll of
·the opinion of the people of the colony.
Legal effect would have to be given to
it afterwards, so that even if some of the
hotel lodgers were not electors no harm
would be done, because their number
Second Session 1900.-[8]
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would not be very great, and the expression of opinion would not be binding. I
think the adoption of this proposal would
give a far better test of public opinion than
any other plan that has been suggested.
Mr. PEACocK.-And yet you opposed the
'Vomen's Suffrage Referendum Bill.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I am quite consistent. I advocated this very course of
procedure when the question of women's
suffrage was before the House on a previous occasion. I suggested that a special
question should be put in the census
papers asking each woman to say whether
she was in favour of women's suffrage or
not. I am opposed to the referendum on
principle; but if ever one could justify a
departure from priuciple, it is on an
occasion of this sort, where the course
proposed would not be, in the ordinary
sense of the term, a referendum, but merely
a means of obtaining the opinions of
the people cf the cOllntry, bot.h male and
female, on theqnestion of women's suffrage.
It is a departure that would be justified by
the circumstances of the case. Whenever
it has been propol:led in this House to refer
this question to the women themselves,
the objection has al ways been raised that.
there is no roll of adult womell. rrhat
difficulty could be very easily overcome.
If it were made known that electors' rights
would be issued to WOtnen who applied
for them, and that if a certain number
voted in favour of this proposition, it
would be granted, the desired result would
be secured hy a very simple process. Of
course, objections can always be found
to any suggestion of this nature. In this
instance, no roll of women voters is required. An opportunity is offered to us of
ascertaining the opinions, not only of the
women, bnt also of the men, in a fuller atld
more complete way than wOllld otherwise
be possible. The result would be a guide
to Parliament. It would det.ermine the
question of whether the people of the country really desire \vornen's suffrage 01' Hot.
This is not a matter that can be langhed
out of court. There is a great. de~ll more
substance in it, than the Chief Seeretary
appears to inmgine. As to the delay, if
the honorahle gentleman thinks that the
Governmel'lt can p1:iSS the 'Vomen's Suffrage Bill into bw next week he is mistaken.
They will not be able to pass
it next week or the week after.
Mr. PEAcocK.-Then the honorable
mem bel' knows the feeling of anot.her
place.
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Mr. McKENZIE.-I believe I know
the feeling of the people of the colony on
this subject.
Mr. PEACOCK.-You thought you knew
the feeling of the people of the colony on
Monday, but you didn't.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I was not 'very much
surprised at the result of the two elections
which then took place.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes, you were.
Mr. McI(]~N ZIE. -1 dare say that the
Premier himself was surprised.
Sir GEOHGE TURNEH.-I was grati6ed.
Mr. McKENZIE.-The right honorable
gentleman was gratified, and no doubt
also pleasantly surprised.
Sir GEORGE TURNEH.-I was surprised
that the gentleman who opposed me should
have been left in the mud by his supporters.
Mr. McKENZIE. - I did not leave him
in the mud.
Mr. PEACOcK.·-He told me different
this mornill~.
Mr. McKENZIE.-:\:Ir. Densham did 1
)Ir. PEACOCK.-Yes.
Mr. McKENZIE.-He could not say
that of me.
Mr. PEACocK.-He said that you were
the most generous of his sllppl1rters. But
that was not saying much.
Mr. McKENZIK-I do not know what
that ilas to do with women's suffrage. I do'
not think that the Attorney·General, who
has just come back from his constituency,
can say to the Honse that in every instance his electors cheered his ad vocacy of
women's suffrage. I was in the honorable
gentleman's electorate, as well as in the
Premier's electorate.
Mr. 1. A. ISAAcs.-If the honorable'
member had stayed in my electorate another week my opponent would have lost
his deposit.
Mr. McKENZIE.-The honorable gentleman knows that that is not true. I
treat him fairly, and I do not think he
has a right to say anything that is untrue.
Mr. 1. A. ISAAcs.-'Ve can have our
joke ~
Mr. McKENZIE.- Yes; but the honOl·able gent leman knows what use is made
of such jokes. I say that he was accepted
by his constitnents, not because of his
advocacy of women's suffrage, but in spite
of it.
Mr. 1. A. ISAAcs.-I am sure that t.he
majority of my electors are in favour of it.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Were you not challenged at W odonga to take a show of
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hands~

The honorable gentleman was
excusahly deaf on that occasion.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS. - You are q n ite wrong.
Mr. McKENZIE.--The honorable gentleman was certa.inly challenged to take
a show of nallds, and he declined to do
so. After all, in discussing this question
we always come bade to the one pointr
and that is-Are the women of the colony
in favour of women's suffrage? There is
now a very convenient and effective way
open to I1S of testing that question, and
why should we not take advantage of iU
The motion was negatived.
LANDLOB,D AND TEN ANT AC1'
AMENDMENT BILL.'
Mr. BAILES moved for leave to bring
in a Bill to amend the Landlord and
1'enant Act.
T he motion was agreed to.
The Bill Wets then Lrought in, and read
a first time.
PAB,LIAMENrrAHY ELECTIONS BILL.
Mr. FOSTEH (in the absence of Mr.
BEST) moved for leave to introduce a Bill
relating to parliamentary elections.
The tnotion was agreed to.
rrhe Bill \vas then brought in, and read
a first time.
MINES ACT 1897 AMEND~1ENT
BILL.
Mr. RAILES moved for leave to illtroduce a Bill to amend the Mines Act 1897.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
GIPPSLAND EAST EDUCATION
ENDOWMEN1' RESERVES B,ELEASE

BILL.
Mr. FOSTEB, moved for leave to introduce a Bill to release certain lands in the
electorate of Gippsland East from permanent reservation, made for the purposes
of education endowment.
The motion was agreed to.
1'he Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
LAND ACT 1898 AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. BAILES moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Land Act 1898.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.

Brands

[5 DEC., 1900.]

Registration Bitt.

95

LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
Mr. O'NEILL moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to amend the Licensing
Act.
The motion was agreed to.
rrhe Bill was t.hen brought in, and read
a first; time.

UNUSED ROADS LICENSING BILL.
Mr. O'NEILL moved for leave to introduce a Bill to deal with the licensing of
public roads occupied by land-owners
and not required for public traffic.
The motion was agreed to.
rrhe Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
-

HOUSE, ESTATE, AND FINANCIAL
AGENTS LICENSING BILL.
Mr.. O'NEILL moved for leave to
introdnce a Bill to license house and
estate and financial agen ts and money
lenders.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.

JUVENILE STREET VENDORS
REGULATION BILL.
Mr. SALM.ON moved for leave to introduce a Bill to regulate and control juvenile
street vendors and traders.
rrhe motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.

HACKN EY CARRIAGES LAW
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. BROMLEY moved for ieave to
introduce a Bill to amend the law
relating to hackney carriages.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.

TRAMvVAYS ACT (ST. KILDA)
EXTENSION BILL.
Mr. BENT moved for leave to introduce
a Bill to extend the provisions of the
Tramways Act to the municipalit.yof St.
Kilda.
.
The motion was agreed to.
rrhe Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.

JURORS EXEMPTION BILL.
Mr. BROvVN .moved for leave to introduce a Bill providing for the exemption of
commercial travellers arid country auctioneers from service on juries.
The motion was agreed to.
':[1he Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
WILLS ACT AMEND~IENT BILL.
Mr. BAILES moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the 'Vills Act.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
STOCK AND SHARE BROKERS
LICENSING BILL.
Mr. O'NEILL moved for leave to introduce a Bill to license stock and share
brokers.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
BRANDS REGISTRArrION BILL.
Mr. CRAVEN (in the absence of Mr.
KENNEDY) moved for leave to introduce a
Bill for the registration of brands on stock.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.

NON-COMPULSORY VACCINATION
BILL.
Mr. BAILES moved for leave to introd uce a Bill to abolish compulsory vaccination.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought ill, and read
a first time.
HEALTH ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. MURRAY moved for leave to illtrod nce a Bill to further amend the Health
Act.
'rhe motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
FORTNIGHTLY PAYMENTS IN THE
PUBLIC SERVICE.
Mr. BROMLEY asked whet.her he
would be in order in moving the motion
standing in the name of the honorable
member for Melbourne North, with regard
to fortnightly payments of wages in the
public service 1 The honorable menlber
was not in his place \V hen the motion was
called on in its order, having been required to leave the chamber.
The SPEAKER.-I am very sorry, but
the House has already directed the notice
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of motion to be postponed, and we cannot
proceed with it now. I am unable to call
it 011, as the House has given a direction
in regard to it.

A?'rangements.

yesterday, if we despntch the business
quickly there will be no need to sit on
Fridays. We certainly will not sit on
Friday this week, and possibly not next
week. The following Friday it will be
ADJOURNMEN1'.
necessary to sit in order to clear up
Sir GEORGE TURNER movedmessages between the two Houses.
That the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Honorable members will see that it will be
to-morrow, at four o'clock.
utterly impossible for private members to
The motioll was agreed to.
pass any measures this session, because
The Honse adjourned at eight minutes the other Chamber can only sit four days.
to six o'clock.
.
Stil1, if it is at all tJossible, the Government will give honorable members facilities for getting the second reading of their
Bills, if they can do so, so that they may
LEGISLATIVE ASSEl\1BLY. be able to take up the measures at the
same sta~e when we meet next session.
Thursday, Decemqe1' 6, 1900.
Mr. M URH,AY.-I rise for the purpose
of asking the Premier whether it is the
The SPEAKER took the chair at half- intention of the Government not to allow
past four o'clock p. m.
any time for private members' business
this session ~ I would like to know if
INTERCOLONIAL RIFLE
private
members are or are llOt to have
COMPETITION.
an opportunity of dealing with the busiMr. ROBINSON asked the Chief Secreness of which they have already given
tary (for the Millistel' of Defence) whether notice ~
the usual railway privileges would be
Sir GEORGE TUH,i\'ER.-The ordinary
granted to members of rifle clubs in Vicway would be to devote vVednesday eventoria \\" ho desired to take part in the
ings to private members' business. That
intercolonial rifle competition that was to would give private merilbers only one
be held ill New South 'Vales in cOlluexion vVec1nesc1HY, ortwoatthe outside, because
with the Commonwealth inauguration
we usual(y give private members one
celebrations?
Wednesday fOl' Bill business, and the next
Mr. PEACOCK.-I understand that
·Wednesday for motions. Of course, that
several member::; of rifle clubs throughout
would be useless. But, as I have just
the colony iutend to take part in the comsaid, if the Government can get their
petition to which the honorable member
own business through rapidly, we will give
has alluded, and that they are naturally
private members an opportunity of adanxiolls to know as early as possible what
vancing their measures to the secondrailway facilities will be atforded them, in
reading stage. I may point out that if
order that they may make arrangemeuts.
any private members' Bills were passed by
I will look into the matter to-morrow, and
this House they would have very little
meanwhile I call assure the honorable
hope of being dealt with by another place,
member that the Government will give
because that, Chamber can only sit for
very favorable consideration to the r~ four days at the outside. However, while
quest.
the otber Chamber is dealing with the
Government business we have sent to
SESSION AL ARRANGEMENTS.
them, we may be able to devote some
Sir GEOH,GE TUH,NER movedtime in the Assembly to private members'
That Tuesday, ViTednesday, Thursday, and
Bills, so that they may be taken up next
Friday in each week during the present session
session at the same stage as i hey reach
be t he days on which this House shall meet for
the despatch of business, and that four o'clock
this session.
be tile hour of meeting on eaeh dayexceptFriday,
Mr. MURRAY.-My object in asking
when the hour of mee ing shall be two o'clock';
the question is a personal one, because I
tha,t Government business shall take precedellce
have given notice of a Bill for the amendof all other business; and that no fresh business. except the postponement of business on
ment of the Health Act. It is a Bill to
the notice-paper, shall be called on after halfwhich there is no objection, aud I think
past ten o'clock.
the Government might make it one of
He said-I propose to ask the House to their measures. It has the approval of
sit on Fridays if necessary, but, as I said Dr. Gresswell. It takes no power from

Sessional

[6 DEC., 1900.J

the shire councils, but will enable them to
adopt a sliding scale of fees for the inspection or dairies.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I will be very
glad to consider the measure if the honorable member will see me about it. Probably the Government will be willing to
take up the Bill.
Mr. SALMON.-I would suggest that
the Premier should give up to-morrow week
to private members' business. I have
given notice of a Bill which, in a somewhat different form, was passed by another
place six or eight years ago, bnt which,
for some reason or other, was never
brought before this Chamber. I allude
to the Bill for controlling juvenile street
traders.
From investigations I have
made, I think that such a measure is
urgently needed, and it will materially
assist the Education department in dealing wit.h the truancy question. I do not
think it would take a quarter of an hour
to pass the Bill through tt~is House, and
I believe it would receive a sympathetic
reception in another place. rrhe practice
in another colony is to give a whole day
to private members' bueiness, and I think
it would be well to adopt the same practice here. Those honorable members who
are interested in getting husiness throngh
would make it convenient to attend on
Friday week if the Premier would give
up that day to private memberd' bnsiness,
Sir GEORGE 'fURNER.--I will consider
the sllggestion, if honorable members generally desire me to do so.
Mr. SALMON.-I should like to submit. ~ly Bill to the Premier, who might
see hIS way to adopt it as a Government
measure.
Mr. BAIL~S.- W'hy didn't yon bring it
up last sessIOn 1
Mr. SALMON.--I had not the conduct
of business last session.
Mr. McLEAN.-vVe did very good bllsiness last Hession. If we do as well this
session, there \vill be no reason to complain.
Mr. SALMON.-If the honorable member for Sandhurst (Mr. Bailes) had read
the programme 'submitted by the late
Premier at Bairnsdale, he would have
observed that this very matter was ineluded; and pl'Obabl.r it might have
altered his f\,ttitllde towards the late Government if he had known that fact.
The motion was agreed to.
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PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS
COMMITTEE.
Sir GEORGE TURNER movedThat the following members form the Parliament Bui1di~gs Committee of the Legislative
Assembly dllrlllg the present session, with
power to confer with the committee of the
Legislative Council :-Mr. Speaker, Mr. An~l,erson? Mr. Graham, Mr. Taverner, and Mr.
Irenwlth.

Mr. McLEAN.-My attention has just
been drawn to a matter in connexion
with this motion. I believe that the
usual practice, when a vacancy occurs on
one of th~ committees, is to fill it up by
the electIOn of some member sitting on
the same side of the House as the member
who vacated the seat on the committee.
I think it is hardly fair that three members should be selected from the Ministerial side of the HOllse to go on this
important committee alld ollly one from
the opposit ion side of the ehamber. I
have no doubt my right honorable friend's
sense of justice will induce him to admit
that.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I tried to divide
them as fairly as possible.
Mr. SALl\fON.-Do you say that three to
one is a fair di vision 1
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-On the Standing
Orders Committee there are several more
members of the Opposition than members
from the Ministerial side of the Huuse.
Mr. McLEAN.- I would poiut out that
the place vacated by Mr. Monle is pro·
posed to be filled up by a member from the
Millisterial side of the Honse. I think it
would be better, and more conducive to
harmony and good feelin~, if we were to
follow the usual course in selecting the
members of the standing committees.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-Mr. Trenwith is.
proposed as Minister of Public Works, and
Mr. Anderson is in place of Mr. T.
Smith.
Mr. McLEAN.-Bnt you have not
chosen a member of the Opposition in
place of Mr. Moule. .
Sir GEORGE 'I'URNER.-tf my honorable frielld will look over the names of
the honorable members it is proposed
to appoint 011 these committees, I think
he will find that I have endeavoured to
select them as fairly as possible, so as to
represent both sides of the House.
Mr. McLEAN.-I do not think there 'was
any intention to do anything unfair.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-rrhe usual
practice would have been to leave out Mr.
Graham and appointi Mr. Trenwith as
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Minister of Public \-Vorks ill his place;
but I did not like to leave out Mr.
Graham.
Mr. G ILLIES. -You are bound to pu t the
Minister of Pnblic \-Vorks on the Parliament Buildings Committee.
Mr. McLEAN.-But why not put a member fron:} the opposition side of the House
in Mr. Monle's place 7
Sir GEORGE TUHNER.-To get over
the difficulty, I will substitute the name of
Mr. Craven for that of Mr. Taverner. Mr.
Craven would be a useful member of the
Parliamellt Buildings COl1lmittee.
Mr. McLEAN.-I am quite willing to
agree to Mr. Craven's appoiutment. I think
he is a very suitable man for the position.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yes; he is an architect.
Mr. MAUGER.-I should like to know
if the r8commendat.ion of t.he late Parliament Buildings Committee, with regard to the removal of the wooden buildings behind Parliament Honse, is to be
carried out 1
Mr. S~nTH.-The late committee did
its dnty last session by recommending
that the wooden buildings should be sold,
pulled down, and removed.
The SPEAKER.-The desire of the
late Parliament Buildings Committee was
that the basement offices should be completed, with a view to providing accommodation for the officers now occupying
the weatherboard buildings, and that the
wooden buildings should be immediately
afterwards removed.
.
Sir GEORGE TUR01ER.-That was what
was to be done when I completed the
other portion of the basement offices;
that was the only condition on which I
agreed to spend the money on the work;
but no sooner were the rooms prepared
than they were taken possession of by
honorable 111em bera instead of being made
available for the officers now occupying
the weatherboard buildings.
The SPEAKEH.-I do not know who
has any better right to those rooms than
-honorable inem bers.
'rhe motion, amended by substituting
the name of Mr. Craven for that of Mr.
Taverner, was then agreed to.
STANDING COMMITTEES.
On the motion of Sir GEOHGE
TURNER, the following standing committees for the session were constituted, as
under : STANDING ORDERS COl\IMITTEE. - Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Bent, Mr. Bromley, Mr.
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Gail', M t·. Gillies, Mr. Levien, Sir John
McIntyre, Mr. McLean, Mr. Staughton,
Mr. Trenwith, Sir George Turner, and
Mr. Vale; five to be the quorum.
LIBRARY COMl\U'l"rEE (JOINT). - Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Best, Mr. Duffy, Mr.
:A:adden, and Mr. Sbiels.
PRIN'rING CmIl\II'I'TEE. - Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Bromley,· Mr. Bowser, Mr. Downward, Mr. Dyer, Mr. Grose, Mr. Kirton,
Mr. Langdon, Mr. Mauger, Mr. McKenzie,
Mr. Outtrim, and Mr. :::iterry ; three to be
the qnorum.
REFREE:.HMENT-ROOMS COMl\U'I.'TEE (JOINT).
-Mr. Anderson, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Brown,
Mr. McBride, and Mr. \-Vilkins.
COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC AccouNTs.-Mr.
Beazley, Mr. Fink, Mr. Kennedy, Sir John
McIntyre, Mr. Smith, Mr..K D. Williams,
and Mr. H. R W'illiams; three to be the
quorum.
PUBLIC

SERVICE APPOINTMENTS
FOR MEMBERS OF
SOUTH AFRICAN CONTINGENTS.
Mr. McCOLL moved-

That positions in t he public service shall be
open to members of the contingents who return
from South Africa, providRd th(·y are competent
to perform the duties in a satisfactory manner.

He said-Not many words are required to
commend tbis mot.ion to the best consideration of the HOllse.
Sir GEORGE TUHNER.-I am going to
provide for this in the Public Service
Bill.
Mr. McCOLL.-During this year we
have made a call on our young men which
has been responded to in the m.ost magnificent manner. Many of these men have
left their positions, and have no chance,
at the present time, of getting back to
them.
We have beeil giving them a
very enthusiastic welcome home-a welcome which is, no doubt, highly gratifying to them and to their friendsbut, at the same time, we have to look
beyond the present and see what we are
goiug' to do for these men in the future.
\-Ve are engaging in the public service
from 300 to 400 men yearly. Now, t.hese
men have all passed the medical examinations, and are physically fit, as no doubt
many of them are fit from a clerical
point of view, to occupy those positions.
I need not state what they have done
for Australia. No money, no rewardnothing that we could do for them-would
be too great a return for what they have
done for Aust.ralia. They have put us
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half a century fnrther ahead than we
would have been but for the war in South
Africa, and ill doing for them what is proposed in this motion we shall not be offer·
jng them any charity, but merely a just
acknowledgment of the services they have
l'endered, not only to this country, but
also to the empire. No doubt a large
uumber, probably the great bulk of them,
will uot require Govern men t billets. At
the same time, I think; this is a fair proposal, and I desire to commend it to the
acceptance of the House.
Mr. SALMON.-I have very much
pleasure in seconding the motion. I feel
it is one that the House may pass with
perfect confidence, and I hope it will be
.carried unanimously. I had opportullities, d nring the time that the three contingents were being sent away, of interviewing a very large number of the men,
and I can safely say that loyalty for the
.empire was the ruling sentiment that
.actllated their enrolment· as defenders of
the integrity of the empire. But, at the
·same time, as they have come back,
group by grollp, many of them permanently disabled and pre\'ented from
.carryiug on their occupations, which have
mainly been of a laborious character, these
men have found it very hard indeed to get
employment. 'rhe ordinary pri vate employer demands something more from a
man than mere loyalty, 01' even being pre·
pared to lay down his life.
He w:wts
a fnll lOs. worth of work for every halfsovereign he pays. But I think the State
can well afford to look at the matter from
a very broad stand-point, and I feel perfectly certain that those crowds which we
sa.w in the streets the other day, filled as
they were with enthusiasm-enthusiasm
which has been. testified to by no less
an authority than the Chief Secretary
-will realize that something more
tangible than a mere shouting of wel-come. lIr "shouting" in a. public· house,
·is required in order to fitly reward the
.returned Victorian troop8 for the services they have rendered to this country.
I ' . . as very much struck on the day of the
.arrival of the troops to see two of them
:goillg down Bourke·street, one carrying
what was evidently an axe handle carefully wrapped up in paper. This man had
<come back from the war in South
Africa, and he was apparently on his
way home prepared to follow his usual
calling in the country.
Those are the
sort of men whom we are glad to

Returned Victorian Soldiers.

99

see back.
Although a number of our
soldiers are unable to return to the work
in which they were engaged before they
left for South Africa, many of them are,
as the hOllorable member for Gnnbower
said, perfectly fitted hytheir education and
training to undertake clerical duties for
whieh they might be remunerated by the
State. 'Ve know that clerks are a drug
in the labour market. I suppose that
there is no work that is more difficult
to find in the city of Melhourne to.day than
clerical work. Owing to our system of
education we have large numbers of young
people in onr midst who prefer, as a member of another place said, to drive a quill
and wear a black coat rather thau to go into
the country to seek a Ii velihood for themselves. Under the circumstances, I think
it fitting that the State should recognise that
these who obeyed so willingly and enthusiastically the call that was made upon
them, should not be allowed now to drift
into the ranks of the unemployed if they
are able-and a majority of thern are, I
believe, able-to perform the work which
the State is in a position to offer them in
a satisfactory manner. VV' e may be told
that the Public Service Act will prevent
the employment of these men, but there
is nothing to prevent Parliament from
making the necessary amendment in that
Act. By doing so we shall, I am sure, be
giving effect to the desire of the people of
this colony. 'Vhen these men went away,
if was said that many of them would
return unfitted to perform the duties incidental to good citizenship, but I feel
satisfied that the experience they have
gained in South Africa will be invaluable
to the country in future. V{ e should
make it our endeavour to keep these men
in our midst, and not allow them to drift
away to other colonies, where labonr may
be moro plentiful.
Mr. McGHEGOR.-I desire to say, that
in the last se'lsion of the laet Parliament
I moved for leave to introduce a Bill for
this specific purpose.
I thought that
there would he very little time available
for pri vate members during the first short
session of this Parliament, and I did not
take any further action.
Mr. MURRAY.-You are no longer a
private mem ber.
Mr. McGHEGOH.-;-I .was a private
member when I introduced the Bill.
Mr. MUHRAY.-You are a member of
the Government now, and you could bring
it in as a Government measure. You were
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not sincere last session j it was an electioneering dodge.
Mr. McGREGOR.-The honorable member has no right to cast any such reflection upon me. He may know his own
motives, but it is impossible for him to
know the motives of other honorable
members. I have consulted with the
Premier in reference to this question, and
I may inform the House that in the
Pu blic Service Bill \V hich is under consideration the matter will be provided for.
Mr. MURRAY.-That is all right. I withdraw what I said.
The motion was agreed to.
SIXPENNY TELEGRAMS.
Mr. MURRAY called attention to the
following motion of which he had given
notice : That, in the opinion of t.his House, it is desirable when the penny postage comes into operation that the charge for telegrams of nine words
should be reduced to sixpence.

He said he did not know exactly what the
Government proposals were in regard to
the penny post, bnt the honorable member for Brighton had given notice of a
question in which he had raised the point
of the legality of any action that might
be taken by the Victorian Government in
the direction of reducing the postage, after
the date on which the Victorian Postal
department was to be taken over by the
Federal Government. He had 110 doubt
that the House would recogllise the
met'its of his motion, but he thought that
it wonld be better, under the circnmstances, to postpone it until the question
of the red nction of the rate of postaf!'e
had been dealt with.
The motion was postponed.
GOVERNOR'S SALARY REDUCTION
B[LL.
Sir GEORGE TUHNER moved for
leave to introduce a Bill to reduce the
sum appropriated for the payment of the
Governor's salary.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought ill, and read
a first time.
CUSTOMS OFFICERS BILL.
Sir GEORGE TURNER moved the
second reading of this Rill. He saidThe coming into operation of the Commonwealth Constitution necessitates certain alterations in some of our Acts. The
object of this Bill is to meet a difficulty
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which will arise in consequence of the
Commissionership of Customs in Victoria
ceasing to be an office on the 1st January
next. In many of onr statutes-including
the Marine Act, the Licensing Act, the·
Trade Marks Act, the Explosives Act, and
ot.hers-reference is made to the Commissioner of Customs, who is empowered to
do certaiu things. This Bill will enable·
the Governor in Council to appoint some·
other Minister or offieer, as the case may
be, to carry out the duties prescribed tobe carried out by the Commissioner of
Customs. It is a purely formal measure.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,.
and committed.
On clause 2, relating to the performance of certain dnties and powers of the
Commissioner and officers of Customs,
Mr. TUrKEH. said that there were·
certain officers in the Customs department who had been doing clerical
work for a nnmber of years, but were not.
classified as clerical officers. He was referring to the weighers. vVollld they be
provided for ~
Sir GEORGE TURNER said that the·
case of the weighers would be dealt with
in the Public Service Heclassificatioll Bill.
The BiI1, having been gone through,.
was reported to the House without amendment.
On the motion of Sir GEORGE TUR-·
NEH., the Bill was then read a third time ..
INSCHIBED STOCK JUDGMENTS
BILL.
Sir GEORGE TUH.NER moved the·
second reading of this Bill. He saidHonorable members will know that for·
mallY years the colonies have been
endeavouring to ret colonial stock made
one in which trustees could invest~
vVithin the last few months that power·
has been granted, and it is now necessary
for us to carry out the condition laid
down by the Imperial authorities, that we
should provide that the consolidated revenue shall be appropriated for the purpose
of meetillg any judgment or order made at
any time in connexion with any of that
stock. Honorable members will recognise·
that there is very little prohability of any
such contingency arising, but should such
an order be made against the Registrar in.
England, the colony concerned would
have to meet; it. The Imperial authorities think that a Bill should be passe<l
specially appropriating the consolidated!
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revenue for the purpose. A similar
measure is in existence in Canada, New
Zealand, and other colonies. If we pass
this Bill, it will enable us, on floating our
next loan, to get permission granted to
trustees to invest in our stock.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and was afterwards passed through its
remaining stages.
VOTING

BY POST ACT AMENDMEN1.'

BILL.
Mr. PEACOCK moved the second read·
ing of this Bill. He said-This is a Bill
to amend the Voting by Post Act, which
was passed in the last ::;ession of the last
Parliament. r1'he most import.ant a.mend·
ment is that contained in claul:le 3. Section 13 of the original Act casts on· the,
retnrning officer the duty of asking certain questions, and it is provided that
those questions shall be put to all electors
after the expiration or dissolution of the
Legislative Assembly in existence" at the
commencement of this Act." In the passage of the measure through Parliament
it was not noticed that section 24 brought
it into operation on t.he 1st of December.
The position of affairs now is that the Act
cannot come illto operation until after
the expiration or dissolution of the present
Legislative Assembly. Certainly the de
sire of both HOLlses of Parliament was
that it Rhollld COUle into operation forth,,,ith, and that it should apply to any
by-elections that might take place in
connexion with the present Parliament"
and also to the elections for the Commonwealth Parliament.
The object of
clause 3 is to cure this defect.
rl'here
are two other small amendments which
are not so important. Sub-section (2) of
section 9 casts on the returning officer
the duty of sending out the necessary
forms to " such postmaster or officer." It
is proposed to repeal the words" furllished
to such postmaster or officer by the returning officer for the purpose." The
reason of that is th1tt in elections snch
as those now being held for the Legislative Conncil, ancl in the elections for the
Federal Senate, the returning officer is
the returning officer for the whole
colony. Under this provision he would
have to send out all the forms. He
could not do S0 until the writ 'vas
issued.
If there was only a short
period of time available the forms wonld
arrive too late. 'l'he Government take
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advantage of this opportunity to cure
that defect by striking out the words
which I have quoted. The effect will be
to cast the duty of sending out the forms.
on the Chief Secretary's department,
which is the comse followed genemlly~
It is proposed also to insert certain words
in the 1st schedule. In the passage of
the measure through Pa,rliamenti thesewords were struck out of the schedule"
but they were not struck ont of the
section in the Act.
The amendment is a.
formal one.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,.
and was afterwards passed through its.
remaining stages.
INCOME TAX.
The House having resolved itself into
Committee of 'Vays and Means,
Sir GEORGE TURNER movedThat the rates of duties of income tax which
shall, sllliject and pursuant to the Income Tax
Acts, he charged, levied, collected, and paid
for the use of Her Majesty in aid of the con·
solidated revenue fot' the year ending on the
31st day of December, 1901, are hereby dedarecl
to be as follows (that is to say) ;(a) On all income derived hy any person from
personal exertionfor every pound sterling of the taxahle·
amount thereof up to £1,200, 4d.;
for every pound sterling of the ta,xahle
amount thereof over £1,2()0, and up to£2,200, 6(1.;
and for every pound sterling of the taxable,
amount thereof over £2,200, Sel.;
(b) On all income derived liy any person from
the produce of propertyfor every pound sterling of the taxable
amonnt thereof up to £1,200, Sd.;
for every pound sterling of the taxahleamonnt thereof over £1,200, and up to£2,200, Is.;
anel for every pound sterling of the tn.xable
amount thereof over £2,200, Is. 4d.

He said-This is a resolution w hieh it
is necessary for us to pass to ellable llS to
introdnce and pass the Income Tax Bill.
It is bused on e~actly the same rates as
in previous years. My predecessor (Mr.
Shiels), in preparing his er:=timates of
recei p' s and expenditure, after in vestigating the mat tel' fnlly, thought we should
require to obtain the same amonnt of
money from t he income tax this year as
in previous yen,rs ; and [ think there is no
doubt he wa::; right in that estimate, and
that we shall rC(luire that amount.
The motion was agreed to, and the
resolution was reported to the House and
adopted.
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INCOME TAX BILL.
Authority being given to Sir George
Turner and Mr. I. A. Isaacs to introduce a
Bill to carry out the resolution,
Sir GEORGE TURNER brought up a
Bill" to declare the rates of income tax
for the year ending on the 31st day of
December, 1901," and moved that it be
I'ead a fin;t time.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read a first time.
On the motion of Sir GEORGE 'l'URN EH., the Bill was then read a second
time, and committed.
On clause 1,
Mr. GILLIES said that, as honorable
mem bel's had not seen the Bill, he presumed that it was excwtly a copy of the
-existing la w ~
Sir UEOHGE 'ruRNER.-Certainly.
The Bill wns reported to the House
without amendmeut, and the report was
adopted.
On the motion of Sir GEORGE TUB.N ER, the Bill was then read a third time.
OLD-AGE PENSIONS BILL.
Sir GEORGE TUHNEU moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said-I
-desire to say that, as this is an impnrtant
Bill, I propose to move the second readillg
to-night, and then, if the HOllse so desires,
to allow the debate to stand over till
"I'uesdcty next, in Jrder that honorable
members may have an opportunity of
thoroughly thinking out this important
matter. 'fhat it is an important matter
we must. all admit. I think that if there
was one qnestion which at the last general
.election was not in doubt, it was t.his particular question of making some proper
provision for our old and destitute people.
1 do not propose to attempt to show reasons
why that should be done. I think it is
absolutely unnecessary to do so. The vast
majority of honorable Dlembers--I believe
all of them -will admit tha.t some scheme
js absolutely necessary, and the only question we should debate is whethel' it would
be wise to attempt to deal exhaustively
with the whole subject in the few days at
{)ur disposal, or whetber we should endeavour to pass some measure which would
be of only temporary effect. It is absolutely impossible, in my opinion, t.o properly deal wit.h this very large subject
unless we ha \'e a considerable amount of
time to debate all the terms and conditions on.which a permanent scheme should
rest. 'Vhen we have in view that the new
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centnry commences on the 1st of next
month; that we shall have celebrations
here with regard to the visit of Their Hoyal
Highnesses the Duke alld Duchess of York;
and that we are to have the inauguration
of the Commonwealth on the 1st January
next,.I say there is no more effective time
for making a. commencement with this
great scheme than that date. "Ve cannot,
of course, deal with all cases. I can quite
realize that hOlJorable members, in looking
at the declaration which it is proposed
that the applicant shall make, will say
that there are a great mallY cases which
ought to be proyic1ed for. But if we are
to attem pt to go into all those cases it
will take us a considerable time-more
time than we really have available, even
for this important measure. 'Ve have
endeavoured to meet the vast majorit.y of the hard cases in the present
scheu:}e; and, that being so, I do trust
that honorable members will not attempt
to go too far when we are making a start
in legislation on this question. Because,
under the working of this Act, we shall
be able to gain a considerable amount of
experience.
I look upon it as a very
valuable experiment. It will mean the
expenditure of a sum of £50,000 during
the first six months of the new century,
from January to J line, and by means of
this Bill we shall be able to relieve the
necessities of 5,000 persons. It will mean
more than that, beeallse we know there
are many persons over 65 years of age
who are receiving relief from the existing
ladies' benevolent societies. That takes a
considerable amount of their funds. If
by mealls of this scheme those poor people
are taken ofT' the ladies' benevolent societies'
lists, a'nd the same funds are available,
the societies would be able to give larger
amounts to those who remain, or to provide the same amounts for a larger number
of persons. One matter the Government
have considered i8, whether under this
scheme we should provide for persons who
have been residing, not only ill Victoria,
hut in any of the other Australian colonies.
1'hat is a subject which will demand 11 good
deal of consideration, and would require
that we should have some sort of reciprocity with the other colonies. It is,
therefore, a point that I ask the House not
to deal with at the present tin1e, but to
defer for a few months when the scheme to
provide for permanent old-age pensions is
brought before us. Because here we have
to deal as quickly as we possibly can with

Old-age

[6 DEC., 1900.]

a number of cases we know of, where
the persons have been residing in
0111' own colollY.
If inquiries had to
be wade as to their residence in Australia
it would probably prevent the subject
being dealt with under this scheme as
tapidly as it should be dealt with. We
have made the provisions of the Bill as
elastic as possible. We have thought it
wise to leave some of the machinery to be
carried into effect bv the Governor in
Council, who will car;'y out what would
be regarded as the wish of tile Houset.hat we should assist, as far a~ we
can, in relieving as mfllly per.:;ons as
possible. The scheme is that a sum of
£50,000 shall be appropriated out of the
<lonsolidated revenue, from which the
'l'reasurer will have power to pay those
who are descrving of pensiolls a sum
not exceeding 7s. per week. The pensions
will be payable to persons who have
attained the age of 65 years, and also to
persons who are ill permanent ill-health,
<lansed by having been engaged in mining
or in nnhealthy occupations. The question arises: How is this £50,000 to be
dealt with under the scheme 1 How is
the scheme to be administered ~ It will
be impracticable to bring into existcllce
either officers 0r a board for the purpose
of dealing with this temporary measure.
'That will have to be done when
we are dealing with a permanent
:scheme next session.
I t will then
be a question as to whether we should
have some officer, to be called a registrar,
to deal with the matter, or appoint a
board of public officers or outsiders to
undertake the management of the scheme.
That will be a matter to be considered.
'What we propose to do is to frame regulations similar to those nnder which we
have been working in dealing with destitute persons who were formerly sent to
gaol. The system is that if any person
is in de"titnte circumstances he goes before a police magistrate if possible, or, if
that is not possible, or is inconvenient,
before a local justi~e of the peace. 1'he
magistrate, or the justice of the peace, as
the case may be, directs that for a period
()f four weeks provision shall be made for
the pe~son interested to the extent of lOs.
.a weEok. During the foUt· weeks full inq uiries are made as to the bona fides of
the appl ican t, and, if it is found that the
<lase is one deserving of consideration,
then provision is made for the person in
()ne of our institutions. That is the mode
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by which we propose to administer this
Act as a temporary me<isure. I want to
impress upon honorable members that
they must look upon this as only a temporary scheme to bridge over the time
between now and the introduction of a
measure to give permanent relief.
Mr. MunllAY.-Whom have yon employed to make the inquiries hitherto?
Sir GEORGE TURNEH.--VVe propose
to endeavour to bridge over t.he period
between now and early next session, when
a permaIH-'nt scheme can be dealt with.
The scheme having been carried on from
January to J nne;-- we shall then have t.o
carry a permanent scheme - a larger
scheme-which, I hope, will be proposed
to Parliament in Jnly 01' August llext.
Mr. KlRTON.-Do you intend to ask
Parliament to deal with a larger al1ld permallent scheme next year?
Sir GEOHGE TURNEH.- Undoubtedly.
1'he honorable member surely cannot
dream that we are bringillg in thii3 temporary measure without intending to go
into an importallt subject like this more
fully and elaborately when we have an
opportunity.
It will be impossible, however, to deal with a full scheme at present,
and this is the unly means, it appears to
ns, of bridging over the time between now
and when Parliamen t will have an opportunity of fully dealing with the matter,
and when the House will have a knowledge of the deserving cases that will have
to be provided for. 'Vith regard to the
administration of the measure, we propose to deal with it on similar lines to the
practice we have already pursued. A person who desires to obtain an old-age pension will make application to the clerk
of the court ill the locality in which he
resides, who will arrauge for a police
magistrate, if possible, or, if that is not
possible, for a local justice of the peace, to
investig'ate the matter. If the magistrate
is satisfied, after his preliminary inyestigation, that it is on the face of it a deserving
case, then the pension will be ordered to
be paid. In the meantime, in order to
prevent imposit,ion, the poli0e magistrate
will have to fully investigate each case
that is brought before him.
Ho will
require to ascertain that the facts as
they were put before him are correct
and are fully substant.iated, and will see
that the man is not attempting to perpe- .
trate a fraud. Because we all realize t.hat,
while deserving cases will come forward,
there will also be cases that will be
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undeserving, and should not be favorably
dealt with. But, in the first instance, the
inq uil'Y will only be one to see if the case
is a bond fide one. These inq uiriei3 need not
be made in pnblic; t.hey can be made in
the magistrate's room after a court has
been held.
Mr. TUCKEH.- vVonld it not be better
to provide that the inquiries should also
always be nJade in private ~
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-So far as
this temporary measnre i~ concerned, I do
not know that there is any objection to
that. N or do I see that there is any
objection to asking for the inqniry to be
made in public. A man who applies for
an old-age pension is Bot askillg for
charity. We are not proposing to give
these pensions by way of chari ty. The
only grounds on which old-a.ge pelJSiOllS
can legitimately be given are that the
persons who apply for them have rendered
such services to the State in the past that
the State ought to be prepared to give
assistance to them now they have attained
to old age; and I say that a man who
has tf) take that assistance takes it as a
right, and that no taint of charity attaches
to it. ] f honorable members will look at
the Bill they will see that this scheme
provides that, in order to expedite the
carrying out of the work, we shall be in a
positiun to ask s')me of the retired police
magistrates for their services in connexion
with the investigations that will have to
be made. 'Ve shall do this in order that
the illqlliries may be made with as little
delay as possible. But there iR bonnd to
be some delay a bout the inquiries, and
therefore we provide t.hat the pensions
shall be paid during the period that the
cases are being investigated. As to the'
machinery for the payment vf the pensions,
we intend to carry out the scheme through
the medinm of the post-offices, and the
payments will be made b'y the postmasters,
as was the case in the scheme \V h1ch I last
laid before the Honse. Now, we have laid
down what we think is a fair basis on
which an application should be made.
First of all, we require that the person
who is to recei ve a pension :shall be resident in the cololl'y at the time the
application is mtLde, and shall hl'!_ ve resided in the colony at least twenty years
before that time. Bll~ the word" resided"
is rather a wide term. There may be
" residence" withont actual personal residence. That is to say, if the man's home,
his real place of residence, is in the
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colony, the mere bet that he has been
temporarily absent from the colony searehing for work, or for any other purpose,
would not, under this measure, mean that·
he was not resident in the colony during
that period.
He would be regarded as.
having been residellt in the colony for
the time being. Then, as I have said,
the person must have been resident in
the colony for twenty years, and he rnnst
not have been absellt from Victoria, continuously or not-that is, for a broken
period-for more than five years. \Ve
say that if he has been absent o\'er five
years during the twenty we are not prepared, in this temporary scheme, at all
events, to make provision for him. Theil
we say that he must have resided for the
five years immediately preceding in the
colony; Lmt he may have been temporarily absent to look for work or for
similar pu rposes.
rrhen, if t he applicant
can be regarded as a druukard, we think
that the pension should not be given to
him.
The amount available canllot be
sufficient to aflord a pension to every perSOll, and we say that if, for the previous
ten years, the applicant has been cOllvicted
five times of drunkenness, or if he has
been in prison for a period of six months
for any offence, he will be debarred. We .
also say that if, during the twellty years, .
he has been in gaol for periods amoulltillg
to five years, he shall be debarred from
receiving a penRion.
vVe do Hot frel
called UPOll to make provision for hinli
under those circumstances. rrhell, where
a husband has been a wife deserter, or has
deserted his children, or where a wife has
deserted her husband or children, we say
thl;lt in such cases we are not 0alled upon
to make provision-at all events, under
this temporary scheme. 'Ve also demand
that the applicanl shall have been living
for fi,ve years previously a sober and'
reputable life. Then we require to ascertain the amonnt of income that the person
is earning. It may be that the applIcant.
is earning regulnrly two or three shillings
a week. It will be for the police magistrate to say whether he thinks the applicant is earning such an amount as makes
him deserving of receiving the whole
amount of 7s. a week that we are prepared to pay. The applicant tnay be
getting 5s. or 3s. per week, and the police
magistrate may grant a pension of bet,,;een the amount earned and the 7s. a
week. We leave that point as flexible as
possible. We give a discretion to the

Old-age

[6 DEC., 1900.]

Pensions Bill.

105

police magistrate to say that if a man is . energies to bear on the consideration of
earning a few shillings he may get the the question. Itis not a party question,
full 7s.; bllt if the police magistrate and I am sure that every honorable memthinks that he is earning 5s. or 6s. he ber of this House and every honor;tble
may order a pension to be paid only for member of another place, will do his best
the amount of the difference. 'Ve must to give this much-required and muchleave that matter to the judgment deserved relief to our agerl poor. Under
and discretion of the police magistrate. the circumstances, I hope that the Bill will
Then it has to be ascertained whether pass through as rapidly as possible. and I
the applicant has any accumulated earnestly trust that it will become law
property, because we are not to pro- before the end of the century. Ample
vide for people who have property. If funds are available for the first six months.
a man has .£150 we need not make any The late Government provided £25,000,
provision for him in this temporary and the surplus last year was £30,000
scheme, at all events, whatever we may more than the Treasnrer anticipated, so
do for him later on. 'rhe applicant for au that the £50,000 requirerl is already proold-age pension has also to state that he vided. It may be saId that this Bill prachas not, directly or indirectly, deprived tically proposes to place that £50,000 at
himself of property or income in order to the disposal of the Treasurer of the day.
qualify for a pension. ] f he is a husband, That may be so; but honorable members
living with his wife, he has to state that must be prepared to trust the Treasurer
his wife is unable to provide for or main- to do what is right in the matter, and I
tain him, and if the applicant is a wife, am certain that the House will say that
li ving with her husba.nd: she has to declare the TreaSlll'er shall have that £50,000 for
this benevolent purpose.
th~lt her husband is unable to pr~)Vide for or
Mr. KIRTON.-While I agree with the
maintain her. l'he applicant has also to
state that he is unable to maintain him- Treasurer that this Bill should be passed
self. He has to swear that he has not at as speedily as possihle, I recognise that
allY time been refused a pellsion, payable there is a general deRire for the adjournby virtue of the. Old-age Pensions Act ment of the debate, and I am very glad to
1900, and that he has attained the age of know that the Premier has expressed his
65 years, or that he is in permanent illwillingness to consent to its adjournment.
health, caused by having been engaged I therefore beg to movein mining or any unhealthy occupation.
That the debate be now adjourneu.
rrhat is the basis of the scheme we now
The motion for the adjournment of the
propose. I again desire to impress on debate was agreed to, alla t.he debate was
honorable members the fact that we are adjourned uutil Tuesday, December 11.
not dealing with a permanent scheme, but
only with a scheme which we think will OLD-AGE PENSIONS (REGISTRATION
OF CLAIMS) BILL.
carry us on for a time until we can deal
nlore fully, and in a better "Yay, with the
Sir GEORGE 'rURNER moved the
very large question we have to decide. It second reading of this Bill. He sll.idwill, perhaps, be said that by passing this This may be regarded as a kindred meaBill we are affirming the prillciple of old- lmre to the one we have just been discussage pensions. \Vell, that may be so. No ing. Many dIsputes have arisen as to the
doubt it is so; but unquestionably the coun- number of persons whl) will claim old-age
try has affirmed the principle, and the only pensions under any scheme which may be
difficulty is as to how we can best carry it put forward. We are t.old that in New
out. The great trouble is to provide the Zealand, out of a population of 22,000
requisite funds. Fortunately, 011r revenue over the age of 65 no fewer than 11,000
is increasing, and if we do not give up too claimed pensions, but I do not know that
many sources of revenue, and do not incur that would he a fair guide to us. There
too much expenditure, it is possible that are many differences between the circumthe revenue may be able to bear the strain. stances of the two colonies in regard to
I hope that will be the case, but if, unfor- old-age pensions. In New Zealand they
tunately, it is otherwise, Parliament. in its allow perions to claim old-age pensions to
wisdom will have to devise some scheme . a far greater ext.en t than we could posHibly
for providing the necessary means for hope to do here, with the more limited
these old-age pensiolls. I am quite cer- amount that we are to have at our distain that Parliament will bring its best posal at the commencement of any such
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scheme. But even in our own colony . in the colony and the varions other parthere are grave differences of opinion as ticulars. "Ve do not propose to ask applito the number of persons who can possibly cants any q nestions with regard to \V hether
claim old-age pensions. The Uoyal com- they have been gnilty of offences which
mission, which sat for a cOl1sidel'able time, would debar them from obtaining old-age
did valuable work, and gave us a very pensions, because perhaps that is not a right
usefu I report, estimated that a certain thing to ask them when they are merely
number would apply for old-age pensions, sending in their claims. 'Vhen we have
but my inquiries from charitable institu- got this information we can deal wit.h the
tions and other sources led me to believe matter properly, because we will then
know the full extent we will be required
that that number was an under-estimate.
I think it is probable that we shall have to go, and of course we call discount the
to provide for 10,000 persons. The late total claims by a fair margin in respect of
Governlllcnt thought that the total num- applicants who will be disqualified in one
ber would not exc'eed 3,500. '
way or another. l'his is, of course, a.
Mr. McLEAN.-That was the unmber of mere machinery Bill, and, whether we
cases we thought would have to be dealt pass the other measure or not, we cerwith during the current half-year. ,,ye tainly ought to pass this Bill. SOOller
said that the nnmber would go up to or later we must deal with the ques7,000 or 8,000 eventually ~
tion thoroughly, and, without the inSir GEO.RGE TURNER.-Yes; that formation sought to ue obtained by
it would incrense year by year, There is means of this Bill, \Ye would be dealing
very great doubt as to the llumber of per- with it in the dark, and entering upon an
sons who will apply for old-age pellsions, unknown liability. Of cOllrse, every perand what we desire by means of this Bill son who thinks he has a claim to au oldis to obtain information on that point. age pensioil will send in his applicatioq~
vVe propose to ask persons who consider so that we will have the necessary inforthat they are entitled to old-age pensions mation and the full facts to place before
to send in claims in a form which will be Parliament when we ask Parliament to
provided for them. Only those persons \vho deal with the question in a permanent
are over 65 years of age, or others who, form. That information will prove very
not being 65 years, have been engaged in useful to both Houses of Parliament when
mining or some such hazardous occupa- the sllbje(;t. is under discussioll.
tion, and are in permanent ill-health,
Oil the motioll of Mr. SALMON, the
have the right to apply. They will have to debate was adjourned until Tuesday~
give certain information. In the schedule December 11.
to the Bill we furnish an example,
POSTAGE RATE ALTERATION
which, of course, will he varied in detail
BILL.
according to the differpnt circumstances
of each partiuular case. The applicant
Mr. GUUn moved the second reading
has to give his full name, occupation, and of tbis Bill. He said-'rhis is a measure
address, to state where he was born, and to al tel' the' rate of postage on letters rethe date he first arrived in Victoria, by ceived at allY post-office ill Victoria for
what ship he came, how often he has been delivery within the colony. The Bill is a
out of the colony since his arrival, and for very short measure, containing only two
what periods he was absent from Vic- clauses, but one of those provisions is
toria. Then he has to show what his very important to all sections of the comprestllt means of support consist of, munity. The luxury of the penny post
what it amounts to per week, and what his was enjoyed in Victoria for only about
income was during the year ending the two and a half years, and ever since the
31st iust. He has also to state what rate of 2d. was reverted to, in 1892,
property he ,possesses in Victoria or else- there has been a great agitation to have
where, and the value thereof. Having the penny rate re-imposed. N umbers of
got this information, which is to be sent leading articles have been published in
in by the 1st April, or such extended period the newspapers advocating the penny
as the Governor in Couneil may think fit post, and many large and influential
to fix, we \'iill be able to tabulate it, and deputations have waited upon the Posthave all the claims investigated by compe- master-General and the Treasurer of
tent officers, and also classified according the colony, from time to time, for the
to the length of time applicants have been same purpose. But the one answer has
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al ways been that the colony could not
afford the penny post. Now that federation is about to be consummated, however,
it is consid~red advisable that the postage
rate in Victoria for inland letters should
be 1d. per t oz. This proposal means an
advance on the postal rates of all the other
colonies, because in none of the colonies is
there more than a partial penny postage
rate. rfhat is to say, there is a penny
post for cities and towns, while for letters
posted to the conntry from cities and
towns the rate is 2d. The loss that may
accrue from the institution of the penDy
post in Victoria is really all un known
amonnt.
Varions estimates haNe been
made, but I do not think I need to
put any statistics of the kind before the
House. I will content myself by simply
saying that I believe we shall make a vf\ry
good start with this scheme. Honorable
members will observe that it is to come
into force on the 1st April. I do not say that
we will make a good start with the penny
post because it is to come into op8ration on the 1st April, but because about
that perIod we shall have a very large
influx of visitors into Victoria in connexion with the visit of the Duke and
Duchess of York, and the opening of the
Federal Parliament in Melbourne. rfhat
will induce a great increase in the
number of letters posted within the
colony, and there will consequently be
an augmentation of the revenue, which
will make the loss on the penny pOiSt much
less than it otherwise would be. I ,,"onld
like to mention that the adoption of the
penny postage rate will not interfere in
the slightest degree with the present
facilities which the country districts
possess for the distribution of letters.
There will not be a single loose bag less
ill Victoria through the penny postage
rate coming into force, nor will it interfere at all with the extension ([)f postal
facilities to the very remote parts of the
colony as they are needed. I mention
this fact because it has been said in some
quarters that the country people are going
to suffer through this reduction of the
postage rate. That, however, is not the
case. The country people will retain all
the facilities they at present enjoy, and,
as further facilities are required ill country districts, they will be· given.
Mr. SALMON.-Will this aid in restoring
the postal facilities that were taken away
from country districts during the last six
years 1
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Mt·. GURR.-The country districts will
have all the facilities they require. Letters.
addressed to persons in the country wil1
be delivered without undue delay, even
though it may cost 5s. for the delivery of
a letter bearing a penuy postage stamp.
Mr. WTLKINS.- \Vill it make any differ-·
once to those employes of the Postal
department who are now working for'
starvation wages ~
Mr. GUHH,.--That matter is havillg the
fnllest cOllf3ideration at the present time.
The lowest-paid officers are to have reasonable pay for the work they do. No dOll bt.
their interests have been lleglected in the
past, and certainly they have not recei ved
adeq nate Temuneration for the hard and'
sometimes important work they do. I
may say that I shall devote the whole of
to-morrow to the work of dealing with the
case of some of the lowest-paid officers in
the Postal department. The Gover.nment
would have been very glad if the provisions of t his Bill could have been brought
into operation on the 1st January, but in
view of the large sum of money that will
be required to provide for old-age pensions, it is not considered advisable to
bring this mea~mre into operation until
the lst April. That is the only reason
why it will not be brought into operation
on the 1st January .. The bringing of the
penny post into operation will not be
iuterfered with, as some people have supposed, through the postal arrangements
going over to the Commonwealth at an
earlier date.
'fhat matter has been
thoroughly gone into, and it has been
clearly shown that there will not be the
slightest difficulty on account of the
penny postage in Victoria not coming
into operation on the same date as the
Postal department is transferred to the
Commonwealth. I believe that this important measure will meet with the
approval of the House and the country,
and I trust honorable members wiII see
t.heir way to pass the Bill at once.
Mr. BENT.-'Will what you have just
said be the answer to the question I have
put on the notice-paper ~
Mr. GURR. - Yes.
The. honorable
member for Brighton has given notice of
his intention to ask if it would be legal
for the Victorian Parliament to reduce
the postal charge on letters to 1d. from
the 1st of April next, seeing that the
Postal department will have passed to the
Commonwealth prior to that date. That
point was not overlooked when this Bill
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was being prepared, and what I have said
will be the answer to the honorable member's question.
Mr. BENT. - ·When does the Postal
department go over to the Commonwealth ~
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-The GovernorGeneral in Council will fix the date. It
does not necessarily go over on the 1st
Jauuary next.
Mr. G URR.-There is not the slightest
possible danger on that scor~. I hope
that this Bill will meet with the ready
acceptance of the House.
Mr. McLEAN.-I do not intend to
debate the pruvisions of this Bill, but I
would like to point out that it was proposed by the late (Joverumelit to bring the
penny postage iuto operation on the 1st
Janllary uext-. A distinct promise was
made by the late Treasurer that
it would be brought into operation
()ll the 1st January, 1901, if the revenue
contillued to come in sat,isfactorily.
The revenne came in much better than we
ever anticipated.
I see no cause, thereft Ire, why this concessioll should not be
granted on the ht of January. The
Postmaster-General said that the question
()f bringing t he red nction into operation
()n the 1st of A pril had been fully considered. and that there was no danger
whatev~r of the provisions of the Bill
beillg rendered nugatory by the possible
pa~sing over to the Commonwealth of t.he
PClstal department prior to that date. I
shonld like to have some clearer explanation, beCallSf' there is nothing to prevent
the department from passing over to the
Commonwealth on any date after the 1st
of .Tanuary. rrhe authority of the Federal
Parliament will not be required; all that
will be necessary will be an order of the
Governor-General in COllllCil. It is quite
possible, therefore, t,hat the department
mlty be transferred to the Common wealth
Government long before the 1st of April.
I should like to have some stronger
assnrallce than has yet been given that
this Bill will take effect even if the department does pass over to the Commonwealth
prior to the date at which it is proposed
to bring i,t into operation.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS.-The Commonwealth Constitution comes into force on
the 1st of January. There are certain
matters that are to be within the exel usive legi:slati ve authority of the Common wealth Parliament. Amollgst those

o
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will undoubtedly be the post-office, telegraphs, and telephones. The Postal department will not be transferred by the
mere act of the Commonwealth Constitution coming into operation. There will
have to be a proclamation. In the meanwhile, we have authority to pass any laws
we please regarding the Postal department, and if we pass this Bill it will be a
perfectly good law. There will be nothing, so far as I can see, to invalidate it.
If we passed a Customs BiH providing
that until the 31st December the rates on
certain goods should be so much per cent.,
and that after that time they should be so
much less or so much more, that would be
a perfectly good law. We shonld not
then be assuming legislative functions
after the period when the exclusive
authority to pass laws had gone to the
Federal Parliament:. We should have
passed our law, and exercised our legislative authority at a time when we had
full power to do so. 'l'hat has been recognised in New South 'Vales. The Parliarnent of New South ·Wales have gone
even further than we now propose.
They have passed a Bill relating to the
Customs department, which goes over at
once to the Commonwealth Government,
and that Bill gives power to the Government, at any time before the imposition
by the Commonwealth of uniform duties
of customs and exci~e, to reduce the
excise duties on tobacco, cigars, cigarettes,
spirits, and beer.
Mr. GII~LJES.-It is quite within their
power to do that.
Mr. 1. A. ISAACS.-Then it is certainly
within our power to pass the Bill which is
now before the House. That Bill will be
an Act from the time it is assented to by
the Governor. It merely says, in effect,
that our postal rate for inland letters
shall be 2d. for every ounce up to the
31 st of March, and that after that date
it shall be 1d. for every half-ounce. I
should like to point out-regarding the
matter from a practical point of vie\\'that it is our own revenue we are dealing
with, and that nobody can therefore
complain.
Mr. SHIELS.-T agree with the view
presented to us by the Attorney-General.
The Government are quite within their
powers in introducing a Bill to provide that the red uction of the rate
of postage shall
take effect from
the 1st of April, and not from the
1st of January.
The Commonwealth
0

Postage Rate

[6 DEC., 1900.J

-Government could not by an administrative act interfere with any arrangements
made by a state Parliament. With regard
to the other point, I want to say that it
was the intention of the late Government
-to have proposed that this alteration
should take place on the 1st of January,
"but that was from our view of the finances.
'The present Government have had an
-opportunity of determining the question
·of whether the finances of the colony will
,bear the strain of the reduction of the
'postage rate to 1d. from the 1st of
.January. They are making engagements
.of their own; they are increasing the
amount to be paid in old-age pensions;
.and it may be that they purpose proposing
to the House some further imposition or
.deduction which would lessen their power
-to grant this concession from the 1st of
.January. I shall not, therefore, press the
view which the late Premier has put.
The question is one of finance, and I hold
·strongly that the credit of the colony, and
its solvency, ought to be too preciolls to
honorable members for them to allow' any
feeling of political partisanship to pre·dominate in connexion with matters of
this kind. If the Treasurer thinks that
it is only consistent with safe finance to
postpone the inauguration of this reform
until the 1st of April, I Rhall not raise my
voice in dissent.
Mr. BENT.-Before I placed the question which appears in my name on the
notice-paper, I consulted one or two legal
:gentlemen in regard to this subject.
Their contention is, that on the 1st of
.January next, at any rate, a portion of the
Postal department will be transferred to
the Commonwealth. We know full well
that the gentlemen who it is said are to
constitute the first Commonwealth Govel;nment will very soon put their hands
on whatever sources of revenue exist.
The Attorney-General has told us to-night
that there is a possibility that this department may be handed over at any time
.after the 1st of January to the Commonwealth Government. In my opinion, the
Commonwealth Government will not wait
three months before taking it over. I was
.at the General Post-office the other day
asking about some postal matters, and I
heard it said in the office, that the members of the state Parliament would have
nothing whatever to do with postal
matters after the 1st of January. That
is no doubt the general opinion. After
the 1st of January the members of this
Second Session 1900.-[9]
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House will find when they go to the Postoffice that they will be simply shown the
door.
Mr. GILLIEs.-There must be an order
of the Governor-General in Council.
Mr. BENT.-That would not take three
months.
Mr. SHIELs.--The Commonwealth Parliament will have to pass an Act.
Mr. BENT.-I know fun well what has
to be done. I am strongly in favour of
the penny post; but, as honorable members know, the late Treasurer wonld have
postponed the introduction of the reform
for another twelve months. Sitting, as I
do, on the Ministerial side of the House,
I am not going to oppose this Bill; but I
think the safest course to adopt would be
to introduce the reform as from the 1st
of January. I may say, also, that I take
the view that if the proposal of the
honorable member for VVarrnambool were
adopted, and sixpenny telegrams introduced, that would be a step in the right
direction. Why is it that the officers of
the Postal department are so anxious to
have the Anomalies Board's report dealt
with as soon as possible? Is it not because they believe that on the 1st of
January the department will be transferred to the Commonwealth Government ~
Mr. SALMON.-I certainly am disappointed. that the Government have not
seen fit to carry out the promise that was
made by the late Government with regard
to this matter. I feel perfectly satisfied
that, had there not been an impression in
the minds of some honorable members that
not much business was to be transacted
to-night, they would have remained, and
would have pressed on the Government
the urgency of introducing this reform at
the earliest possible date.
Mr. SMITH.-Your Treasurer was always
against it.
.
Mr. SALMON.-The honorable member
knows that I am not uow responsible for any
of the opinions of the honorable member
for Normanby. Without divulging Cabinet secrets, I may tell the House that
this question received the most careful
consideration at the hands of the late
Government. It was only recently that
we made up our minds that it was expedient, and that it would be perfectly
safe also, having regard to the state of
the finances, to introduce the reform as
from the 1st of January. Of course, the
Postmaster-General has opportunities of
obtaining information which are not
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available to other honorable members. He
has commlted with the Premier, who, we
are informed on very good authority, is to
be one of the members of the first Commonwea~th Government.
Sir GICORGE TURNER.-I should like to
know wl:.at the good authority is. I have
not heard anything of it yet.
Mr. SALMON.-I recognise that the
Premier is not yet at liberty to either
contradict or affirm the report.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I assure you that
I have not heard a word of it on one side
or the otner. I do not want these rumours
to be circulated.
Mr. SALMON.-There is no doubt that
the right honorable gentleman will be
communicated with within a very few
hours. Perhaps an assurance has been
obtained from the gentlemen who are to
form the nucleus of the first Commonwealth Government that the Postal department will not be interfered with
before the 1st of ApriL Unless we are
aSliured that that is a fact, we should
hesitate to pass this Bill. The desire
was very strongly and fervently expressed from this (the opposition) side
of the House last session that the
postage rate should be reduced at
once; and, UNless the change of seats has
resulted in a change of opinion, the
majority of honorable members should be
in favour of the alteration being made
as soon as possible. Having regard to my
inexperience, I am not going to attempt to
lecture honorable members, or to refer to
the practice which is usually adopted. I
will only say that I have always understood-and the point was strongly impressed on me when I took office-that it
was the duty of a Government to carry
out the promises that were made by its
predecessors) unless there were some very
strollg reasons to the contrary. A promise was made to the House and to the
country that if the state of the finances
permitted of it a reduction of the rate of
postage would take place on the 1st of
January. It; has not been sh()wn that
there is any financial reason why the
reform shou:d be postponed for three
months. I am one of those who desire
that this colony shall enter into the
Federation on the best possible terms. I
do not complain at all of the action taken
by the Prem.ier of New South Wales in
regard to the excise duties. It was recognised at once that it would be necessary
to protect the people of the country. We.
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in this colony should not enter the Federation under more unfavorable conditions·
than New South Wales, but we shall
certainly do so if t.he introduction of this
reform is postponed until the 1st of
April. Unless the Government are disposed to reconsider the matter, I think
that it would be better to adjourn the'
debate, so that those honorable members·
who are absent and who take an interest
in the question may have an opportunity
of discussing it. If, however, the Govern
ment proceed with the Bill, I shall move
in committee that the 1st of January be·
substituted for the 1st of April.
Mr. GILLOTT.-I would point out to
the honorable member that the promise
that was made by the late Government
was coupled with the condition that the
state of the finances permitted of the'
change taking place from the 1st of
J anuary. We never had a definite promise from them that the change would bemade absolutely as from that date.
Mr. SHIELS.-W e put it in the Governor's .speech.
Mr. GILLOTT.-I am speaking of the·
last session of Parliament. The honorable
member for Talbot simply puts it that
the reform should be introduced as from
the 1st of January. I am sure that honorable members on all sides of the House·
would agree with him if the circumstances
would permit of it, but it must be borne
in mind that the Treasurer is setting
apart £50,000 instead of £25,000 for
the purpose of old-age pensions for the·
next six months.
Mr. McLEAN.-You will not be able to'
investigate the 3,500 cases in six months.
Mr. GILLOTT.-The point that has.
been raised by the honorable member for'
Brighton received the most careful consideration of the Cabinet. We hold that
there is nothing to prevent the state Parliament, on or before the 1st of January,
or on or before the proclamation, from
making any alteration in the postage·
rate.
Mr. GILLIES.-You could pass the Bill'
at any time prior to the Federal Parlia-·
ment coming into existence.
Mr. GILLOTT.-It is certainly within
our power to pass a Bill providing that
the reduction in the rate of postage shall
take place on the 1st of April. That is
my view, and it is the view also of
the Attorney-General, who has given the
matter his careful consideration. I hope,.
therefore, that the second reading of the
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Bill will be passed. We all agree that
the change should be made. We should
be pleased if it could be made on the
1st of January, but, still, I think the
commercial community, and, in fact, the
whole of the people of the colony, will be
satisfied if it is made on the let of April.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-·I desire to say, in
support of the suggestion of the honorable member for TaJbot that the debate
should be adjourned, that I, together
with my colleague, disagree with the proposed reduction of the postage rate, and
that we expressed our view repeatedly
when before the electors. Personally, I
have no desire to urge arguments against
this Bill. I do not know that I could urge
very strong arguments, as probably I have
not put myself in possession of all the
facts, but a strong case can be made out
against the re-inauguration of the penny
postage in Victoria. On the ground that
there are many honorable members present
and many others who are not here who
would like to urge their views, I think the
Government might accede to the request
of the honorable member for Talbot and
postpone the second reading until Tuesday.
The motion was agreed to without a
division.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
On clause 2, which was as follows :In the 2nd schedule to the Post Office Act
1890, as re-enacted in the 2nd schedule to
the Post Office Act 1897, for the words "Inland letters, for every ounce, or fraction
thereof, 2d. ," occurring under the heading of
" Letters and Post-cards," there sha,11, from and
after the 1st day of April, 1901, be substituted
the words" Inland letters, for every half-ounce,
or fraction thereof, Id.,"

Mr. SALMON said that he had already
indicated that he thought that the further
consideration of the measure should be
postponed until the following week.
Mr. GURR.-It has been thoroughly well
considered.
Mr. SALMON said that for the reason
that many honorable members had not
expected the Bill to come on, and had left
for the country, he begged to moveThat progress be reported.

The motion to report progress was negatived.
. Mr. SALMON movedThat the word" April" (line 7) be omitted,
and the word" January" substituted.

He stated that his desire in moving this
amendment was to express the opinion of
the committee that the penny postage
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should come into operation on· the 1st
January next. He regretted that the
Government had not seen their way to
grant a postponment of the subject. He
knew of certain honorable members who
qesired to speak upon the question, if they
had had an opportunity of doing so. An
intimation, he believed, had been made by
the Premier previous to the sitting commencing that it was the inteution of the
Government not to ask the House to sit
after half-past six o'clock.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-That is, I said, if
I could get through my work, I should be
glad to consent to the House rising at
half-past six o'clock.
Mr. SALMON said that an honorable
member had told him that the Premier
gave an assurance that the House would
adjourn at half-past six.
Sir GEORGE TURNER.-I told him if I
could get the Postage Rate Alteration Bill
through I would consent to the House
rising at half-past six o'clock.
Mr. SALMON said that the result of
that interview with the Premier was that
the honorable member he referred to had
left for the country. He knew of a number of other honorable members who
desired to take part in the discllssion, and·
to give their votes upon the Bill. He had
already brought the subject of his amendment before the Minister in charge of the
Bill, and he was very loath indeed to offer
further opposition, but, at the same time,
he felt that it was unfair that honorable
members should be taken at what he
The
looked npon as a disadvantage.
honorable member for Melbourne East
(Mr. Gillott) had mentioned that one of
the reasons why the inauguration of the
penny postage was postponed for three
months was because the Government had
provided an extra £25,000 out of the
possible surplus for the purpose of old-age
pensions. When the late Treasurer made
his Budget speech he estimated that the
surplus at the end of the financial year
would be £1,087. That surplus had gone
up by leaps and bounds since that time.
Mr. MAuGER.-And we have had no hot
weather yet to speak of.
Mr. SALMON said t.hat the honorable
member for :Footscray had his eye upon
the weather-glass, which his predilection
in favour of temperance led him to watch
·carefully for fear a few hot days should
lead to an extra consumption of liquor.
But it appeared that the increase of the
prospective surplus was due to solid and
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substantial reasons. It was due to the
prosperity of the country.
Mr. SANGSl'ER.-Not to liquid reasons.
Mr. SALMON said that the prospective
surpIns was not due to liquid reasons as
the honorable member for Port Melbourne
had rightly observed. The revenue was
going up, and had been going up, by leaps
and bounds, and it appeared probable that
the surplus would be something like
£500,000.
Mr. WII.KINS.-I hope you are not misleading us.
Mr. MUHRAY.-It is the estimate of the
" man in the street."
Mr. SALMON said that it was the estimate of a Member of Parliament who had
carefully watched the returns, and believed
that, at any rate, he was in a position to
judge.
Mr. MURRAY.-May I ask whether the
gentleman is a weather prophet? There
are hot days in January and February.
Mr. SALMON said that he though t that
underthe circumstances the objection which
had been made by the honorable mem bel'
for Melbourne East did not hold good.
With regard to the extra £25,000 which
was to be appropriated for old-age pensions, he did not wish to attempt to
discourage those who took such a great
interest in that subject, but he was very
doubtful indeed as to whether any of the
money would be spent before the end of
the financial year.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Oh, yes, it will.
Mr. SALMON said that, of course, if the
honorable member for Port Melbourne had
his way all of it would be spent, and five
times the amount if necessary.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Hear, hear.
Mr. SALMON said that he did not wish
to refer again to the promise made by the
late Government, but he would point ont
that it was a distinct promise made in the
Lieutenant-Governor's speech, and made
absolutely without any reservation or condition whatever. The first promise made
by the late Government was by the Treasurer, in the Assembly chamber, that, if
the revenue justified it, the alteration of
the postage rate would be made. The
second and final promise was made in the
Lieutenant-Governor's speech, where it
was announced that the revenue had come
in in such a satisfactory fashion that the
Government definitely promised to introduce this reform of penny postage. Under
these circumstances, tbe argument urged
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by the honorable member for Melbourne
East should not carry much weight with
the committee. Those who desired to see
penny postage brought about as quickly
as possible ought to vote for the amendment.
Sir GEORGE TURNER said that be extremely regretted that his honorable friend
the member for Talbot had taken the step
of moving an amendment upon the clause.
The 1'reasnrer ought to be the judge
as to whether the finances would bear
the strain or not of any increased burden
upon the revenue. With the knowledge
in his possession, he fixed the 1st of April
as the date for the coming into operation
of the penny postage. If, in the meantime, the Government found that they had
more revenue than they knew what to
do with, they could spend it upon muchneeded repairs to the State schools and so
forth. Who would grumble if the inauguration of the penny post was postponed for three months ~ So long as there
was a certainty of penny postage being
conceded, the commercial community
would be perfectly satisfied. If the 1st
of July was fixed, they would be satisfied, so long as they knew that
the colonv would enter the Federation
with the ~nderstanding that the postage
rate would be reduced to 1d. on a definite
day. The honorable member for rralbot
had referred to a number of promises made
bv the late Government in the Govern~ent programme. The matter was not
referred to in the Government programme,
bnt wben the late Treasurer was pressed
by the House to concede penny postage,
he (Sir George Turner) came to the honorable gentleman's assistance, and stated that
it was for the Treasurer to say, with his
knowledge of the revenue, whether such
an alteration could be made or not. Looking into the state of the finances as well
as he had been able to do during the short
period at his disposal, he had come to the
conclusion that it would not be wise to
institute the penny postage earlier than
the 1st April. It must entail a loss of
£15,000. It was better to postpone it
for a few months than run the risk of
having a deficit. It was all very well
to say that the revenue was increasing j
but the honorable member for Normanby
had told honorable members that he had
Supplementary Estimates to the amount of
£200,000. Under all the circumstances,
looking into the matter as carefully as he
posl:!ibly could, he had no hesitation in

