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honorahle members might be ahlc to deal
with the matter in the light of ample
knowledge.
ii'll'. Pl-tENDEH(iAsrr stated that he
,,,onld very glad to accept the snggestion
of the Premier. If the honorable gentleman had Hlade a similar statement earliel'
in the evening he wonld have accepted it,
and the debate might have been avoided.
For the purpose of allowing the Government a full opportunity of obtaining
ample inforulation he would suggest that
the debate be n.djourned until 9th
October.
Mr. :\lURHAY ob~cryed that what had
::;trnck him duriug the latter portion of
the debate wat) the reply of the Minister
of Hail ways as to the cost of carrying out
the change in the system of payment!:!.
If the ~1inister of Rail \Va VB was correct in
his !:!tatement a!:! to theV additional cost
which the propo~al of fortnightly payments would entail, then all he (Mr.
Murray) could Hay was that the
Sy;.;tClll of paYl'nents which was adopted
mnst be an absolutely absurd one.
1£ what were said was correct a reform
should be effected and an entirely new
system of payLuents should be introduced
into the rail ways.
If a reform in this
re~pect could not be effected in the ordinary
way let. it be dono by outside contract.
He was quite sure that such a large
saving would bo effected by this means
that a great deal of the deficiency that was
expected during the current year would
be wiped out. It appeared to him that
another largo institution was in nearly
as bad a conrlition as to payments, and he
wa,s not surprit-lcd when he heard the honorable member for Carlton South get up
and deliberately say that the cost of payiug the employes fortnightly was formerly
ahout £1,000 a year, and was now reduced
to :£500. He (Mr. :Murray) thought that
that sum could be still further reduced.
It was only by prcssillg home all these
inq uiries that a satisfactory answer could
be obtained, and it was desirable that the
House should adjourn until the matter
was settled.
The SPEAKER. -Tho honorable member would be quite in order if tho adjournment of the debate had not been moved,
but the honorable member must see that
in speaking now he must restrict himself
to reasons for objecting to the debate
being adjourned.
Mr. MUH.H.A Y said that he had so
many reasons to urge why the debate
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should not be adjourned that he doubted
whether at that hour he should enter upon
them ..
The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned to Wedncsday, October 9.
THE MUNICIPAL SUBSIDY.
Mr. A. HARRIS said that he had a
Illotion on the notice-paper in regard to
tho question of granting an increase in
the municipal subsidy. As tho debate
which had just been adjourned had continued so long, there had not been an
opportunity of bringing the motion on,
and he understood that according to the
rules the Honse had now no chance of discussing the matter that night, as the hour
for bringing on new business had passed.
He presllmed that an opportunity would,
in all probability, be afforded for the
matter to be discns!:!ed.
rrhe House adjourned at fonr minutes
to eleven o'clock p.m.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Thursday, August 29, 1901.
The Speaker took the chair at
four o'clock p.lli.

half-p~st

'WINES ADUVrERATION AC1'.
On the order of the day for the House
to resolve itself into Committee of
Supply,
Mr. STEllRY m~vedThat this House, when passing the 'Vines
Adulterat.ion Act, never contemplated the
wholesale destruction of matured wines ill the
hands of vignerons which has taken place, and
is taking place (for no other reasons except that
it contains salicylic acid in small quantities),
and desires that the Government should suspend
such further destructh'e operations, and reCOllsiaer the question of compensating those whose
wines have al.ready been so destroyed.

Mr. BENT.-Is this a motion of want of
confidence ~
Mr. STERRY said his object in submitting the motion was to give honorable
members an opportunity of discussing the
effects of the administration of the 'Vines
Adultera.tion Act by the Public He~lth
department. He felt sure that very many
honorable members, who were in the
House when tha.t Act was passed, did not
foresee its far-reaching effects, or think
it would be administered in the way it
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was being put in force at the present
time. He did not believe the Minister who
introduced the measure-(Mr. Graham) had
any idea that the operation of the Act
would be attended wit·h such results as
had recently -taken place. He rlid llot
think the honorable gentleman had any
intention of going the length of destroying
valuable wines that had beeu accumulated
and matured by vignerons mallY years before the Act came into force. 'Vhen those
wines were made, it was perfectly legal to
put salicylic aeid into them. There was
no legal restriction to prevellt vignerons
using what he claimed was a harmless
drug, and which was held by many medical men to be beneficial to human beings.
It was all antiseptic,and was administered
by medical men in mallY diseases. The
British pharmacoproia gave the dose of salic,v lie acid in acute rheumatism at 5 ~rains
tu :10 grains, and the maximum .dose might
be administered every two or three hours.
~ ow, the wines that had been destroyed
contailled only about 20 grains of salicylic acid to the gallon, so that a man
wonld have to drink a great den.l of such
wino in a very short time before any possible injurious effects could result to him
from the salicylic acid. 'fhe Premier said
the previous day that the "Vines Ad ulteration Act was not retrospective, but that
the Health Act gave the municipal
conncils power to enter any place
where such wines were kept., and destroy
those wines or prohibit their sale, and
take the same action as had recently been
taken under the 'Vines Adulteration Act.
But the Premier must know that the
Health Act was not by any me~tns clear,
and, further than that, he (Mr. Sterry)
would say that the Health Act did not
provide for any such powers being exercised by anyone. He felt bound to assert
that under the Health Act no such powers
weregiven,orwereeverintended to begi ven.
Certainlv the House did not intend to
give such powers as were now assumed to
be given under the "Vines Adulteration
Act. Surely everyone would admit that.
when Parliament passed that Act, and
provided that certain things were to be
ealled ad ulterants, and were not to be
used in any liquor or food supplied to the
people, it was not expected that the officers charged with the administration of
the Act would destroy valuable products
of our own soil, made ten or even twenty
years before the Act was passed, and injure
Victorian industries. It had been said
Mr. Sterry.
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that the Act was a Clopy of an Act passed
in Germany, France, and other countries
of Europe, but he ventured to say that
after the Act was passed in Germany or
France, no snch thing took place as had
taken place here-that there was no such
wholesale confiscation, or perhaps he
should say despoilatioll, of valuable products as was now being canied on ullder
the 'Vines Adulteration Act in Victoria.
Such a thing had never taken place. ill any
part of the civilized world before. ~ 0
similar instance could be mentioned of
wanton destruction such as had' been
practised here within the last few weeks,
and yet the people of this State boasted
that they were living under a British Constitution, which gave every citizen freedom
and fair play.
Mr. }1E'L'HVEN.-Not freedom to poison
the people.
Mr. STERRY said he would ask· what
sort of British fair play was being given
to the vignenms of Victoria, whose property had been despoiled by public
officers who claimed to be acting under
the authority of legislation 1 If the
Premier would speak his mind on thif:)
matter he was sure the hono~able gentlemau would say that he regretted the
action that had been taken, alld would be
pleased to see some way out of the difficulty. He was confident that the Premier
did not desire the destruction of wine to
be contiuued in the manner in which it
had been carried 011 during the last two or
three weeks. The honorable gentleman
did not tell the House how many hundreds of thousands of gallons of wine
would be dealt with in this way if the
present administration went on unchecked,
although he mllst have a very good idea
of the enormous quantities of wines in the
hands of t'ignerons and others that would
have to be dealt with in the same way.
Long before the 'Vines Adulteration Act
was passed the officers of the Pnblic
Health department took very extellsive
samples of willes that were held in stock
by a large number of persons, and he
(Mr. Sterry) was well aware that many
vignerons had still large stocks on haml.
In one instance, there were 8,000 gallons
in stock. Samples of that wine had been
taken, and the owner told him that it
contained a few grains of salicylic acid
to the gallon. Some of that wine was
ten years old. Milch of the wine of
Mr. Dcravin that was recently destroyed
was eight or uine years old, and it had
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cost him a lot of money. 'Vine could not
be kept and matured for several years
without incurring a very considerable
expense.
Although he had mentioned
Mr. Deravin's case, he was not now acting
in that vignel'on's interests any more than
in the interests of all other persons who
were suffering from the administration of
the 'Vines Adulteration Act. Mr. Deravin's
case was (i)nly typical of the cases of a
number of others who had suffored to a
greater or less extent.
Probably Mr.
Deravin was one of those who had suffered
most severely; in fact, he felt sure that
that was so.
Mr. Deravin received
£1,900 some few yt~ars ago in compensation for the destruction of his vineyard
(which was destroyed because of its being
within a certain distance of a phylloxel'a
infested vineyard, al tbough there was no
phylloxera in Mr. Deravin's vineyard), but
he could tell honorable members that the
year before the destruction of that vineyard
took place Mr. Deravill spent £1,200 in
constructing new cellars, I.md the whole
of that expenditure was rendered comparatively useless and valueless, af:! well
as his plant and vats, when his vineyard
was destroyed in the public interests.
:Mr. Deravin's loss was far greater than
the amount he received in compensation,
for he came to the colony when a very
young man, having been here 47 or 4t1
years, and had toiled the very best part of
his life to establish his vinevard and business, so that the whole work vof his life-time
was now swept a way. The district around
Bendigo had suffered immensely from the
phylloxera scourge. The wine industry
there had been half destroyed by the uprooting of the vines in the Strathfieldsaye
district. The time when those vineyards
could be replanted, according to the Act,
had now arrived, but many of the
vignerolls were not putting in fresh vines,
because there was very little encouragement offered for replanting
when
vignerolls who had been keeping their
wines for years past now found those
wines were to be rendered valueless, and,
in fact, destroyed. There was another
point in regard to the ·Wines Adulteration
Act which ciLlled for the attention of
honorable members. If it was so necessary to prevent salicylic acid being put
into Victorian wines, in the public interest, how was it that imported wines
known to contain ver'y large quantities of
salicylic acid were specially exclude(1 from
the operation of the Act ~
vVas it

Adulteration Act.

1105

because there was Sf) much power and
influence behind the imported wine ~n
dustry at the time· that Act was passed 1
'Vas that the reason why imported wines
were excluded from the operation of the
Act? He would like· to hear some satisfactory explanation as to the reasons .why
imported wines were so excluded. It
would appear that whilst they were to
give every possible encouragement to imported wines by leaving the Victorian
market open to the whole world to send
adulterated wines here to any extent, they
,vere going to crush out, or very nearly so,
the local wine industry, and, as it were,
kill their own kith and kin. He did not
see bow it was possible that the question
was thoroughly understood by those whointroduced the measure, and the far-reaching
and disastrolls effects of its retrospective
provisions could llever have been contemplated.
He felt sure the Premier
must know that a very serious injury was
being dono to the Victorian wine industry
by the adverse mallner in which the Act
was being administered in the case of a
large nnmber of the vignerons and others
who had embarked in that industry. It
han been asserted that a certain time, a
period of three months was mentioned,
was given to persons who owned wine containing ::;ulicylic acid to get rid of that
wine before the Act was put into force,
but no such opportunity was given to any
one. The Goyernment were some months
in making preparations to enforce t.he Act;
but, as far as he was awarc, they did not
~tay their hand a single day for the convenience of Hny one. Mr. Dcravin certaiuly interviewed the Chairmall of t.he
Pul>lic Health Board and the Premier, with
hirnself, but it was simply impossible for
him or any othcr vigneron to get rid of
the large stocks of wine he had in store
in the space of a few months. As soon as
it was knowll that the ·Wines Adulteration
Act had passed, there was a great fallingoff'ill the purchase of Victorian wine; i;l
fact, the business almost entirely ceased.
No person would buy Victorian wines in
anything like large quantities, unless a
guarantee was given that there was no
salicylic acid or other so-called adulterant
in the wine. Now salicylic acid was neither
more 110r less than a preservati ve, j nst the
same as salt was a preservati ve. Perhaps
some clever analyst or physician might
find out that saJt was injlll'ious to
Illullan health. No doubt salt would
prove inj urious to people if takeu ill.
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large (luantitios, but even if salt in
qnantitie~ pr(wcd to
be injurious to healt.h, that was no reason
why people ~hould be prohibited from
U:-:illg it in t-illlall quantities in the preparation of food stuffs for public sale. As It
mattGf of fact they had 110 information
a~ to what extent salicylic acid was used
in many other articles of diet; and there
was no instance on record of anyone having suffered any injury through the use of
food or liquor containing small quantities
of salicylic acid. Be that as it might,
however, if Parliament decided that salicylic acid should not be used byvignerons
and others in future, on the ground that
it would be deleterious to the food or
li(lUids consnmed by the public, and injurious to the people'H health, that would be
fair enongh, but the Act should not have
a retrospective effect. ·Wine that had
heen made lllany years before the Act was
~hought of, and under conditions that
\vere perfectly lawful at the time the wine
was made, ought not to be subject to the
provisiom; of the Act, unles8 the owners
of such wines were compensated for the
loss they would sustain by the destruction of their wine. What had been, and
still was being, dono here was altogether
un-British. He made bold to say that no
precedent for such action on the part of
the Government could be cited. No such
thing had ever taken phee in any British
community. He hoped he would have
the support of honorable members in
endeavouring to obtain fair and reasonable justice to all those \vho had suffered
from the operation of the 'Vines Adulteration Act. He would like the Premier to
put a stop to t.he destruction of
wines made before the passing of tile
Act, if that were
possible, and
bring in all amending Bill, giving time
for those wines to be disposed of.
The wine might be branded if thought
. proper. rrhat would be the better way
to insure against what the Premier stated
yesterday, that if the Government attempted to go into the question of compensation many would put salicylic acid
ill their wines for the special purpose of
obtaining cOlapensation. Any difficulty
in the matter could be easily obviated by
giving twelve months' llt)tice to the
vignerons to dispose of such wines with
the understanding that they sold them as
containing salicylic acid, so that the
public might know what they were buying. That wonld prevent the possibility
large

lt1.r. Sterry.
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suggested by the Premier. He thought it
must present itself to everyone who desired
to see justice done to our citizens as fair
and reasonable, that those people whose
property was destroyed should receive
eompensation for the 10s3 susta.ined. He
had endeavoured to explain his feelings in
the matter, and he would now leave the
que8tion in tho hands of honorable members to deal with. He wOllld ask them to
look at the question in n, fair spirit, and if
p08fo;ible to urge on the Goyernmont the
advi~ability of staying their hand in the
mea.ntime, aud of bringing down an amending measure to give justice all round.
Mr. LAZAR US remarked that he had
seconded the motion submitted by the
honorable member for Salldhurst South,
and he hoped the Premier would not look
upon it as a motion of want of confidence.
He could assure the Premier that the
motion had not been submitted to the
leader of the Opposition, nor had it met
with that gentleman'S concnrrence. The
honQrttble member for Sand hurst South
submitted the motion that the matter it
contained might be discnssed, and the
honorable member, in submitting it, had
gone very fully into the question. He
thought the House must recognise that
the destruction of so much wine in this
State by virtue of the Wine Adulteration
Act had aroused the people. There was
an extremely strong feeling about it, not
only in the districts where the wine was
grown and had been denaturated, but
throughout the whole State_ There was
n, strong feeling that it was unfair that
2"ood sound wine should have been de~troyed by tho Government, and that no
compensation had been given to the vig11erons who suffered thereby. It had
been said tha.t the mnnicipal councils had
po\ver to deal with wine containing
salicylic acid. Ho hardly agreed with
that statement, but even if they had
power they took no action. He questioned
very much whether the Government had
power, even undor the Wine AdulteratiolJ
Act, to order any wine to be destroyed.
It was really a questionable matter
whether Mr. Deravin had not a good action
against the Government for the destruction of his wine. It had· not been
proved that salicylic acid in the quantities alleged to exist in Mr Deravin's
wines was injurious to health. If it was
not injurious to health, then he thought
the Governmen t had no power to destroy
the wine.
It was well known that
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salicylic acid wa~ prescribed prac~ica~ly
erery- day by medical men to COl·tam llldividuals for certain complaints. It was
well known that whel:e it was required to
reduce the temperature, or in cases ~f
gout or rheumatism: salicylic ~wid was
COllsta,lltly ordered by physicians. He
knew of an instance in Bendigo where a
vi;,!;tlcron took a spoouful three times a day
for gout, and it did not appear to do him
any injury. It had not been shown that
l:;alicylic acid taken in ~lllall qnantities
\ViiS deleterions to health.
Mr. BURToN.-There are people
who take large qualltitie~ of opium.

here

Mr. LAZARUS said that :Jr. Deravin'~
case was a particularly hard case. :Mr.
Deravin started a. vineyard, worked for a
~onsiderable llumher o(yean, and raised a
large fa.mily on his property, when suddenly tho Govcl'llmeut came down and
destroyed not only his vineyard hut the
labourofvcry many years. Mr. Del'avin like
many other vigneronr:;, inste:td of allowing
his wines to beaut 011 t.he market whenne w,
kept them in the cellar that they might
mature and thm; secure a good reputation.
'rhc action takcn nnder the "Wine Adulteration Aet had not only depriyed .Mr.
Deravin of hiH interest, but of his capital
also. He was allowing his wines to mature
in his cellar, and this enhUlHlcd their
value. He had kept wine in his cellar in
many insranceH for fourteen years, and
yet the Government came down Huddollly
upon him, and destroyed the product of
his labour. rrhe whole thing must appeal
to' honorable members as being almost
criminal.
Snrely, it was not to be
toleratec1 that people's property could be
destroyed in this wholesale manner without their "receiving Romo compensation.
But who said that wine containing a small
proportion of salicy lic acid was deleterious?
\Vho said that l\lr. Den-win's wines had
done any injury to anyone 1 Mt,. Deravin
had nine sons who had been practically
brought up on his wine.
He (Mr.
Lazarus) had drunk no other wine but
1\1r. Dervain's, and he d'id not feel
ullhealt hy. Yet the honorable member
for East Bourke Boronghs (Mr. ~Iethven)
stated that vignerons should not be
allowed to p~ir:;on people. Mr. Deravin
had not been poisoning people, but had
been doing a g-rea t deal of good to
them.

Mr.

R\.Il.. Es.-He

doctors.

has been cheating the
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Mr. LAZARUS said that was exactly
what he had been doing. The Government had not
only destroyed Mr,
Deravin's willf~, but they had practically
destroyed his plant. He had very fine
cellars containing huge vats worth something liko £400 or £500, and the salt that
had been put into them to ucnaturate the
wine would penet1'ate the wood.
Mr. BAILEl).-It has already penetrated
the wood.
~Ir. LAZARUS said that the vats were,
therefore, practically destroyed, and Mr.
Deravin was not to receive any compensation for that either.
How was Mr.
Deravin going to carryon this line of
business again? In the first instance, at
the time of the phylloxcra scare, when the
phylloxera was discovered in a vineyard in
the vicinity of ~ir" Deravin's, it was decided that all the vineyards within a
certain area should be destroyed. Mr.
Deravin never had a sign of phylloxera
in his vineyard, but it was uprooted. In
that case, however, Mr. Deravin received
£1,900 compensation. Some honorable
member interjected Jast night when the
Premier made that statement that Mr.
Deravin had done extremely well. Mr.
Deravin's books could be examined to
show that, with his vineyard in fnll bearing, he was making £1,000 a year
out of his wines. The books were there
for examination by anyone whom the
Premier miO'ht like to authorize.
An HON~H.ABLE ~fEl\mEn. -That was
because he used the acid.
Mr. LAZAR US said that was a stupid
interjection. How could Mr. Deravin now
carryon business?
His vats were destroyed, and his wine was destroyed,
and it would he years, even if he bought
grapes from neigh homing growers, before
he could produce wine tit to be put on
the market, and during the interval the
trade might be taken away from him by
others. Mr. Deravin was therefore deprived
of making a livelihood, and his son, who
had been educated to the business of a
vigneron, was also prevented f~om carrying on his business. It must be apparent
to ihe PrEmier and the House, as it was
to the people outside, that the greatest
injury had been done to :Mr. Deravin and
his fa'l1ily,
'rhe last stock that Mr.
Deravin had he plead'ed hard should not
be destroyed. He said~" I will give you
a written guarantee that not one bottle of
that wine will be sold if you allow me to
keep it;" but that was destroyed also.
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He knew the Premier \yould say that
ill these times he could not afford to
compensate the whole of those who were
affected by the Act. Probably there was
some difficulty in that respect. But the
harmful effects would not be so great if
the Premier adopted the suggestion made
by the honorable member for Sandhurst
South to compensate those whose wine
had been destroyed, and allow those \V ho
had wine containing the ~::lUlicylic acid,
and did not know that they were
doing anything unlawful, twelve months
to get rid of that wine.
:Mr. Dcravin
\ValS quite prepared to go on, and
discontiuue using salicylic acid.
To
make the Act retrospecti ve was extremely wrong, and the Premier must feel
sympathy for those who had been madc to
suffer in. consequence. The Act was
passed at the end of the session, w hen, as
honorable members knew, measures werc
rushed through without sufficient consideration. This measllre was an instance
of crude legilSlation, and its effect was not
recognised at' the time it was under consideration. 'Vhen injury \vas done, as in
this case, by the great machinery of
Parliament, it was only fair that Parliament should see that the sufferers were
compensated. The law said that salicylie
acid was not to be used, and that \Yater
was not to be nsed, in making wine. Who
knew bnt that in ten years time Parliament might swoop down again and direct
tha t certai II other things whieh were now
placed in wine were delet.erious, and cause
great inj llry to the vignerons by denatn rating their wine 1 \Vhel'e was it going to
stop 1 Parliament might decide n(;xt
week to do away with solicitors, as they
were objectionahle. But would solicitors
allow snch a law to be retrospective?
Mr. FINK.-Yes, for reasonable compensation.
Mr. LAZARUS said it would have to he
very stiff cOl'npensatiun. Of course solicitors would not object to a law which
applied only to the future.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-They're an amalgam now.
~lr. LAZARUS said they were very expensive amalgams.
No manufacturer
or producer could feel s~fe if retrospective legilSlation was to be permitted.
rrhe Premier stated last night that on
the Continent of Emope and in Great
Britain legislative power existed with
regard to salieylic acid. Bn t had the
Premier ever heard of the del:3trllction
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of large quantities of wino in allY country
when the law was first introduced? He
thollght that no one could point to a case
in Great Britain or on the Contine~lt. where
any destrllction of wino had taken place
shortly after the introduction of the
adulteration law.
There would be no
injury done to the people if the Premier
would stay his hand for a time. It had
occurred before that legislation which was
not found to work properly had been
allowed to stand over for a certain time.
An instaneo of that kind occl1l'red in the
matter of tributing in connexion with t.he
Mines department. The law was fonnd not
to work well, and action was sllspended for
a time. ~rhe Premier should compensate
those whose wine had beell destroyed, and
gi YO vigncrons who had in their pos::;ession
wine containiug salicylic aeid a certain
time to dispose of it; that was all that
was req nired. He was sme that that
would satisfy tho yignerons and the
public. ·Whon lliter-State free-trade came
about, what chance wonld our vignerons
have in competition with those of the
other States that had no such law 1 Their
wines contaiued salicylic acid, and could
be sent here in large quantities.
Mr. BUH'roN. - No.
Lt.-Col. HEAY.-W'e can destroy snch
\~ine under 0111' Act.
Mr. LAZARUS said he did not think
so.
Mr. BOWSER-You are qnite right.
Mr. LAZARUS said he thought imported wines could n0t be interfered with
by this law. If wine came here from
New South 'Vales or South Australia,
and was sold to anyone here, would the
Government have the right to de~troy it ~
He did not think the Government could
do that. For years we had been fostering
the wino industry, and endeavouring to
cultivate a taste for Australian wille,
for one reason because wine-drinking
countries were always remarkable for
their sobriety, and now we werG trying to sweep the industry away. The
Act might have a good influence as
to the future, although he was not prepared to say so. He hoped the Premier
would make a statement that would give
satisfaction Lo all concerned, and that he
would determine to give some compensation to those whose wines had been destroyed, and allow twelve months to
others to dispo~e of wine c{mtaining
salicylic acid. He hoped that the Honse
would assist the honorable member for
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Salldhnr3t South in -getting justice dOlle to Agriculture undertook to move the
the individuals who had suffered so much. second reading of the Bill. He was
Mr. BAILES remarked that he pro- compelled to admit that he had beeu in
posed to place some of the new members conference with Dr. Gresswell upon the
in possession of information as to how the suhjeet by letter. He eMr. Bailes) did
Act came into existence, and by the same did not propose to read either the honorlllectllS he hoped to refresh the memuries able gentleman's remarks or the letter
of the older members to such all extent that that came from Dr. Gresswell, but the
they would resolve for the future that purport of them was clearly to sh6w that
thei'e would be no such reckless passing Dr. Gresswell had discovered that the
into law of Bills as occurred in September Bill, as introduced by the Minister of
last, whon the first roading of this Agriculture, would mean that in any promea,t:;ure was moyed. Before ho proceeded secution of any vigneroll using salicylic
to do that, he would like to say that it acid in manufacture of his wine, it would
had been advanced as an argument have to be sat.isfacturily established in any
against any consideration being shown court that that salicylic acid was deleteto Mr. Deravili for tho gross act of yan- rious to health, or that the wine contained
dalislll perpetrated upon him that he had it in sU0h quantities that it was likely
offen dod against the law ever since the to be injurious to health. The Minister
Health Act of 1890 came into existence. of Agriculture then claimed that the Bill,
rrhore could be no justification whatever \\"hi<2h he introduced, was upon the lines
for the action taken iu regard to Mr. of the Californian Act, for he was relying
Dennin from a health point of view. upon that State for an example, in preThe :::;alicylic acid was used, not with ference to going to the COlltinent, because
a view of adulterating the wine but the surroundings and circlllIlstances of
to preserve it, and its nse as a preserva- California alld of Victoria were more
ti ve was justified by some of the highest identical. He used as an argument the
authorities. 'Why was not intimation sta.tement that certain unprincipled people
given to the vignel'ons \\' ho wero known to were adulterating their wines very much,
be using salicylic acid that if they persisted but, as onQ honorable member }Jut it in
in w.;ing it the law would be pn.t in motion~ the course of tho debate, it was not so
It was simply because they knew the much the salicylic acid put in by the
Health Act did not apply. The 1st sub- manufacturer, but the salicylic acid added
section of the 43rd 3ection of the Health by the merchant, amI suu8e<] uently uy the
Act was what he relied upon for that con- retailer, that caused the damage. He well
tention. Let honorable members go back remembered that ou that night, as he
to the way in which this measure was dared say other honorable members in
introdnced into the House. On the 4th the chamber would also recollect, the then
September, 1900, the honorable member Minister of Agriculture asked honorable
for N umurkah moved for leave to intro- members to pass the Bill without seeing
duce a. Bill to prevent the adulteration of a number of amendments that were
wine. ~e (Mr. Bailes), in common with to be submitted.
A protest was
other honorable members whose districts rnade by se,:eral honorable mem bel'S,
were in some way interested and wrapped amollgst thern being Sir George Turner,
up in the wine industry, sent copies of that with the result that the consideration of
Bill to the various vignerons in those dis- the Bill was then postponed till the foltricts. In conversation with him (~fr. lowillg day. What \\'ere those amendBailes), Mr. Deravin expressed at the time ments? They were of such a widehis eutire concurrence with the Bill which reaching character that almost every line
wa:s introduced by the honorable member of the Bill that had been circulated on
for N umurkah, who at that time was Jtl} September, and of which the second
:Minister of Agriculture. There was no- reading had been moved only the night
thing in the Bill that he or any other before, was entirely swept away. The
vigneron could take exception to, except, first motion which the Minister of Agriperhaps. a vignel'on who was not inclined culture ,.llloved in committee that night
to cafe about making a good name was that clauses 1 to 23 should be
for himself as well as making a profit omitted. In fact, it was to be a new Bill
out of the article he manufactured. entirely. He could assure honorable
Then on 10th October, about five members that the difference between the
weeks afterwards, the then Minister of provisions and the language of the
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original Bill and of the Bill which snbsequently became the Act was something
marvellous .. The original Bill was only to
deal with those "who undertook to sell
or exposed or offered for sale." Those
were the people who were to be held
amenable under the proposed Bill. But
what did the Act say~ Honorable member should remember that the proviHions of
that Act were only brought in that night,
as the House had not been able to go on
on 10th October, because the amendmente
had not arrived, and it was not till pretty
late on 11 th October that the amendments were circulated amongst the members in the chamber. It. was utterly impossible for any honorable member to
have an opportunity at that time of comparing the original proposals with the
proposals in the amendments that had
emanated, Bot from the Minister, but
from Dr. Gresswell a;ld a little cliq l1e of
wine-growers. They did not come from
a representative body of gentlemen connected with the wine industry, but only
, from a little cliql'1e.
Mr. McKENzIE.-The country members
were all away looking after their elections
on 11th October.
Mr. BAILES said that nevertheless
there was a very fair House that night;
in fact, quite up to the average. The
Act said that no person" shall manufacture or have in possession." The effect of
t.hat was that men like Mr. Deravin, who
had never relied upon catching the passing market, but who had endeavoured to
build up, not only a profitable business,
but also a name for Deravin as a winemaker, were penalizec!. Mr. Deravin had
then in stock 13,000 gallons of wine. Of
that amount only 2,400 gallons were less
than five years old, while the remaining
10,600 gR.llons ranged in age from five to
ten years. Mr. Deravin was, however,
liable according to this hurriedly-passed,
badly considered, h~stily-adopted, and
scarcely-debated Bill to have the whole
of that wine destroyed, and it had been
destroyed.
Mr. METHVEN.-Why did honorable
members anow snch a Bill to go through
the House?
Mr. BAILES said that the honorable
member had been quite long ~nough a
member of this House to know that on
occasions of that. sort honorable members
took too readily on trust the statements
that were made as to the fairness
and perfection of a Bill. During what
U

I
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discussion there was, when somc honorable members were raising objections, not
so much to this clause as to other
particular clauses, ono honorable member who had occupied the pOHition of
Minister of Agriculture interjected-"Ob,
don't bother, let it go through, the RiP is
all right." The honorable member knew
himself that that sort of thing had
occurred on more occasions tha.n that.
This man then beoamc liable, and had
been penalized to the extent of having all
his wine destroyed, simply because this
House passed into law certain propoHals
which members neyer had before them
until a few minutes before they were
passed into law. If honorable members
who were interested in the wine industry
by reason of the fact that that industry
was going on in their cOllstituencicf::l, had
sentthealtered Bill, ortheamcndments thnt
came before the House, to their constituents who understood the business-he
very much questioned whether there were
half-a-dozen men in this House who undcrstood the bU!:liness of wine-making-they
would have been placed ill possession of
such information as would have qualified
them to criticise the proposals, and point
out how unfairly they must act to those
men who endeavoured, not only to do
good for themselves, bUIi also to build up
the name of the colony of Victoria as a
good wine-producing country.
Mr. BowsEu. - Amendments were proposed, but were rejected.
Mr. BAILES said he remembered that
some amendments were moved, aud that
the honorable member for Wallgaratta
made great efforts, and succeeded in carrying some of them, especially 011e fixing the
time when vignerons would be privileged
to add water to the wine. He remembered
that the honorable member spoke very .
forcibly on that. In the Bill as originally
introduced it was providedThis Act shall not apply to liquors imported
from foreign countries, which on importation
into Victoria are chargeable with duties of customs and are prominently hranded, la.belled, or
marked, so as to be known to all persons as
foreign products, except sueh liquors contain
any artificial colouring matter, antiseptic,
chemical, or any ingredient declared by regula.tion to be deleterious to the health of the consumers or the reputation of wine as pure wine.

That meant that no foreign wine could
come in, but in the Bill which became law
there was the plain statementThis Act shall not apply to liqnors imported
from foreign countries which, on importation
into Victoria, are chargea.ble with auties of
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~fr. BAILES said they all knew that
the :Mini~ter of Lauds had bel'n a great
sufferer from rheumati~m and gout, hut
All the special pro\'i~iom; in the original Bill if he had only had the opportunity ·of
getting a·way with a, bottle of Denwill's
weretherefore~\Vcptawa'y in the Act, Hothat
any wine could be brought in here, no wine daily during the last twenty years, he
matter whether it contained salicylic acid would not have been half the martYr he
or not, so long as it came from a foreign had been in that time to that paillfuf COlllcountry, and there could be no interference plaint. He would have been much better. He was a fine man now, but he
with it.
Mr. LAzARu::l.-rrhat is so.
would have been free from all that pain.
Mr. BAILES said that what he It was a fact that the medical profession
had stated was really the crux of had ordered fiS much as 40 grains a day
the . whole matter, so far as the of tbi~ terrible poison to men suffering
retrospective action of the Act was from acute rheumatism. A. man would
entire have to drink three dozen and a half of
concerned.
There was an
change of front on the part of Deravin's wine to get away with 40 grains
the Minister in charge of the Bill, of salicylic acid. And he would venture
and it was almost impossible for honorable . to say that that wine was of such superior
members to know the effect of that quality that a man would need to be a more
change of front, owil?g to the hurried seasoned veteran even than the whi::;ky
manner in which the work was being toper whom the honorable member for
rushed through at the time, partly for the VVarrnarnbool quoted the other day, bereason suggested by the honorable mem- fore he could get away with more than a
ber for Anglesey, that honorable members dozen bottles. For .35 years Mr. Deravill
wanted to get a way to their constituencies h!ld been building up this business. He had
and endeavour to secure their seats again. been a very successful man. He had
It was a pity we could not have much undoubtedly one of the most charmsimpler phraseology ill Acts of Parliament, ing placEs of the many charming
so that those who ran might read and places that surrounded the city of
understand the language of them. It was Bendigo. . He had not becn a man to
simply impossible for honorable members, store up his shekels in order to take
owing to the phraseology which was. flight with them back to his natiYe counalways used in Bills, to tell what would try, but he had made himself a naturalbe the exact effect of them, and this ized British subject, and he had spent the
became an Act without anyone member money which he had made out of the inof the House knowing or suspecting for dustry in the improvement of his house
one moment that it ,vas going to give and the grounds surrounding it. He had
pO'Yer to the Health department to undoubtedly as fine, if not the finest,
destroy such valuable wine simply be- family of sons and daughters a!:l was to be
cause it contained salicylic acid. And found throughout the length and breadth
how much salicylic acid did this wine of of Australia. He himself was a man
Mr. Deravin's contain 1 He undertook to over 70 years of age, and there was
say that the aV6rage quantity of salicylic not a man in this Assembly more
acid in this wine was something like twelve erect in his bearing, or with u, more
agile physique than the [:lame Mr. Deravin.
grains to the gallon.
Mr. BUR1'oN.-An analysis showed 32 rrhe mother was a fine hale hearty old
lady, and of the family nine were sons
grains.
Mr. BAILES said he ventured to and three were daughter8, all worthy
stake his reputation on the statement children of such good parents, and when
that the average quantity of salicylic aGid he assured the members of this House
in Mr. Deravin's wine was 12 grains to the that the ,,'eed of the family was a man
gallon. He knew full well that samples had of 5ft. 10in., they could form an idea of
shown 22 or 32 grains. He knew there what that family was like. Following out
was a great quantity in one sample, but the custom of French families, they had
he knew also that the average was 12 been pretty well used to drinking this
grains. What was 12 grains to the gal- wine as a regular beverage with all their
meals.
lon 1
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-They have it .for
Mr. DUGGAN.-Twelve grains too
their porridge.
much.

customs amI are prominently brauded, b,belleJ,
or marked, so as to he known to all perRons as
foreign products.
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Mr. BAILES said the object of using the
salicylic acid was purely that i~ might act
as a preservative. Everybody kllew that
wines which were the product of grapes
grown in the Bendigo district were
of a heavier character than thoF;e
produced in many other parts of the
State, and it was absolutely necessary in
order to prevent a state of sec-ond fermentation going on that either spirit or
salicy lic acid should be used. The use of
spirit distilled by the vignerolls themselves
was Dot to be encouraged to a very great
extent. He remembered that on the occasion when this Bill was being discussed,
Mr. Hamilton, who was then a colleague
of his in the representation of Sandhnrst,
drew a very fearful pictnre of the disgraceful condition of affairs upon some of
the vineyards of South Australia, where
the spirit was distilled for the purpose of
fortifying the wine. The vignerons in
the Bendigo district, instead of preserving
the wines by using bad spirit, h'ld resorted to the practice, without injury to
the wine and without injnry to the consumer, of using a small quantity of
salicylic acid. Last night a referellce was
made, but why it was brought in he did
not know, as it really had no bearing
upon the subject at all, to the fact that
Mr. Dcravin, in the year 1898, received
£1,900 compensation for the destrnction
of his vineyard of 19 acres. He
thought that the less said about the
paying of that money in 1898 the better,
because it only showed how very indifferent the State was, after destroying
a man's property, abont paying him
the money that was rightly due to
him. 1'be vineyard was destroyed in
1896, but it took two years before Mr.
Deravin was paid the money that waf; due
to him. The State paid him£1,900 for destroying his vineyard, but he (Mr. BaHes)
was assured that the product of that
vineyard had very frequently been at the
rate of £1,000 a year.
Mr. LAzARus.-That is correct.
Mr. BAILES said that therefore £1,900
was not very much compensation for the
loss of such a place. As a beautiful
specimen of what he might almost call
Victorian "Pooh-bah-ism," he might tell
honorable members that when this wine
trouble came 011, Mr. Deravin sought to
get a licence to turn this magnificent
wille into brandy, alld was told by the
Customs department that he could get
a licence in the usual way. He made
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the application, and then he was met with
tbe statement, just like a statement which
"Pooh-bah" would make, that as he had
not got 10 acres of vines he could not be
granted this stilllircnce. As the Governmeut had taken away his 19 acres,
he therefore had not got 10 acres, and he
could not be allowed a licence to distil.
As an instance of the bona fides of Mr.
Dcravin in this matter, it might be
mentioned that he did not attempt to
" plant" his wine. He came down to the
Health department and told them exactly
what he had got, and when it became
knowll that he was lin ble to have hi 0;;
willes destroyed, he had orders from
medical men and from some of the leading men of Bendigo, among them being
11r. George Lansell, who waf; over 70
years of age, and as hale and hearty 110W
as he was ten years ago, although he was
a persistent drinker of the same wine.
Mr. Lansell had filled his cellars up "with
it.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-I should have
filled mine if I had known they were going
to destroy it.
Mr. BAILES said he was sure the
honorable member would have.
Mr.
Deravin did. more than that, for he weut
to every business place where he had any
transactions and took back from the
holders the whole of their unsold stock,
which they had purchased from him, and
refunded to them the amount which they
had paid him for the wine. That was an
instance which showed that the man's
bOn(lfides were perfectly sound. A vigneron was verv much like other men who
took an int~rest in their work, and Mr.
Derayin was so much in love with his
wine, and so proud of his handiwork, that
he did not like the idea of all this wine
being destroyed. He was very much like
his colleague in the representation of
Sandhurst (Mr. Lazarus), who was well
known as a violinist. If, in a sndden fit
of desperation, this House decided that
there should be no more violin playing in
the State, or that nobody was to be possessed of a violin, that honorable member,
who, he happened to know, was very fond
of his violin, would naturally ask the
Government to let him put his violin away
somewhere; he would say-Ie Let me put
it away somewhere; do not. ask me to
destroy it, or do not destroy it for me." It
was the same with :Mr. Deru,Yill. He did
not want his wille destroyed, and he undm'took to give a bond with good and
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sufficient sureties for the full value of smal1er casks in which to put the wine to
the wine in his cellars, if it was allowed enable it to be carted to the statiou;
to remain there, that he would not allow and the purchase of those hogsheads, with
Yet that offer the cost of cartage, would far more than
one gallon to be sold.
was rejected.
He was told that that absorb the 6d. a gallon that would be
could not be done. He had heard honor- obtained from the distiller for the wine.
able members say th~tt that would be like Therefore, the wine was practically valuecompounding a felony, but the State com- less to Mr. Deravin; and if he were J10t
pounded felonies at every Stl preme Court compensated he would have to suffer unor poliee court sitting on similar lines. ju~tly heavy loss. Not only had the wine
Often a young otlender was found guilty, been destroyed, but the large oaken vats
but was sent about his business for twelve in which the wine was stored had been
months, on the condition that he found rendered useless for the storage of wine
two sureties for his good behaviour for owing to the large quantity of salt which
that period.
Be was not forgiven, but had been placed in the wine to denatuhe was not punished for his crime.
He rate it. If honorable members were to
only had to enter into sureties for his visit the cellar of Mr. Deravin they \vould
good behaviour. Mr. Deravin's offer see the salt ooziug through those casks.
Mr. McKENZIE.-It will be hard to
to guarantee to the didpartment that
if his wine was not interfered with justify that action.
Mr. BAILES said it was positively dishe wonld not allow any of it to go
into consumption by means of sale graceful to see the manner in which that
ought to have been accepted. If Mr. work had been carried out. The quesDeravin had felt any desire at all to do tion had been raised about compensation
what was not right, he could have shipped beillg paid to Mr. Deravin, and it had
that wine into New South Wales; but he been urged that if he were compensated
never dreamt for a moment that such an other vignerons who had wine of inferior
act as the destruction of all his stock quality stored in their cellars would also
would be carried illto effect. He thought put salicylic acid in their wine, and then
that no man could ever have believed that ask that it be denaturated so that they
we would have snch barbarians in this might also receive compensation. Snch
country as would destroy all this splendid an idea 3,S that, however, was all moonwine simply because, in a hurried moment, shine. There was ])0 doubt. that if Mr.
an Act was pa~ed giving certain powers Deravin had no legal right to compensato a department. That Act, as a matter tion he certainly had a very strong moral
of actual fact, did not give power claim to be recompensed by the Governto destrov that wine.
He did not ment for his loss However, he (:Mr.
think that there could be fOllnd anything Bailes) thought that Dr. Gresswell had
in any of the Acts whereby the Health largely ex.ceeded his functions in ordering
department could destroy it. rrhere was Mr. De"arin's wine to be denaturated. The
nothing in this Wines Adulteration Act to 'Vines Adult-eration Act said that it was to
say that they could destroy it. By that be construed alld read in conjllllctiou
Act they could only fine the maker £20, with the Health Act, and when the former
but yet they had destroyed it., and if he Act was being passed through Parliament
were Mr. Deravin he wonld feel inclined Dr. Gresswel1 said that if that Act became
to find out what the Supreme Court had law it would be necessary in enforoing
to say about the matter.
its provisions to prove that salicylic acid
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-It will come to in wine was illjurious to health. In that
that yet. rrhe Government, to save itself way the Health Act was brought into this
from a law suit, will give him £2,000 or matter, and it was stated in sub-section
, (1) of se(;tion 43 of the Health Act- '
£3,000 compensation.
Mr. BAILES said the wine had been
Provided that an offence shall not be deemed
rendered absolutely valueless, except for to be committed under this section in the following
cases : distillation purposes. If it were sold to
(1) vVhere any matter or ingredient not ina distillery, Mr. Deravin could not get jurious to health has been added to the article
more than 6d. a gallon for it; and he of food because the same is required" for the ..
wOllld lose money over such a sale, because production or preparation tl1ereof as an article
commerce in a state fit for carriage or conthe wille was stored in large oaken Yatt:l, of
sumption and not fraudulently to increase the
some miles from the Bendigo station. Mr. bulk weight or measure of the article or conceal
Deravin would, therefore, have to get the inferior quality thereof.
V
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1901.-[76]
\

•
1114

Wines

[ASSEMBL Y.]

III thi~ casc the salicylic acid W3S
only added to the ~ine for the purpose of making it fit for consumption
t\lld transpor~.
It had not been done
Mr.
with any mtent to deceive.
Deravill·~ fault, 01' crimc, if honorablc
Ip.embel's were inclined to so regard i t and seeing that .Mr. Deravin had been
filled practically £3,000 or £4,000 they
could almost look 'upon him as a great
criminal-was that he had added salicylic
acid to his wine with the full knowledge
that the law of the coulltry allowed
him to do that.
The Boa.rd of Public
Health had had ample time d urillg
the last ten years to have set the provi~ions of the Health Act in motion and to
have instituted prosecutions under the law
for adulterating articles for human con:mmption. But that was not dOlle. If
salicylic acid was injurious to health, wby
was it that the yignerons alone had been
attacked by the Board of Public Health ~
The manufacturers of other articles
of food
used' sa,1icy lie
acid
in
making those articles, and they had
clone so for years with impunity. Why
Jid not Dr. Gresswell apply this law to
jam-makers and destroy all jam found to
contain salicylic acid 1 'rhe Board of
Public Health, however, knew that if it
did that there would be snch an outcry·
that the law would be altered iminediately.
The hoard felt. that it could grapple with
and prosecute a few vignerons who were
~cattered throughout the State and who
had but few friends to support them. It
was considered by the board that it
could crllsh the vignerons without causil1g
any outcry. nut if it interfered with the
jam trade it would be very differellt.
There woulcl be ~uch an outcry raised by
the jam mamuacturers that before long
Dr. Gresswell would find that his occupation as administrator of the Health Act
would be gone. So far as retr08pective
legislation was cOllcerlled, he (Mr. Bailes)
would like to quote from Froude's
Hist01 Y (if England, where it was said" Our instincts tell uS that no legislation
::.hould be retrospective and should affect
only positioils which ha ye been entered
into with a full knowledge at the
time of the condition uf the law."
That supported the coutentiull that Parlia,mcnt was entitled to give every con~ideration to tbe case of Mr. Deravin, and
to compensate him for the great injury
which had been done him. The House
should act in that manner, because it had
1

Mr. Bailes.
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helped to pass the Wines Adulteration
Bill into law under which Mr. Deravill
had becn so cruelly treated.
Mr. PEACOCK stated that he had
not much lllore inf.ormation to give the
House about this matter than he had
given it 011 the previous evening when
replying to the question asked by the
honorable member for Sandhurst South.
~aturally honorable members lent a
~yn:pathetic ear to those of our citizens
who felt that they had becn unjustly
treated. Parliament was the proper place
where the citizens of the State should
wake their grieyanccs known if they
failed to get what they conceived to be
justice from other sources. He considered
that the hOl1o~lble member for Numurkah, who passed the Wine Adulteration
Bill through the House last year, had
been somewhat unfairly treated, inasmuch
as it had been said that the honorable
gentleman rushed that 11leasure through
Parliament. He (Mr. Pca.cock) well remembered the shock given to this community some three years ago when it
was shown by Mr. Percy 'Vilkillson,
assit-5tant to the Government Analyst,
that a good proportion of the wine sold in
Victoria was adulterated Ly the use of
salicylic acid, which was forbidden by legis·
lation in all the wine-growing countries
of the globe. When that statement of
~1r. 'Wilkinson was published there was
an outburst on the part of a number of
the Victorian vignerons, who vigorously
denied that they used salicylic acid in
their wines. The matter was discussed at
publie meetings, and the revelation not
only came as a shock to this community,
but it caused harm abroad, and resulted
ill an inj ury at the time to the wino
export trade. Although the statemept of
Mr. 'Vilkinson was challenged by the
vignerons, it turned out afterwards that a
number of those who denied that they had
used salicylic acid had used that adulterant, because salicylic acid was found in
tht) samples of wine examined.
He
remembered how the honorable member
for Numurkah V\'aS severely attacked some
years ago for making a statement that
salicylic acid was used in the manufacture
of beer, wine, and food snpplies, and that
one of the leading merchants who attacked
the honorable gentleman and denied the
accuracy of his statement was subsequently brougl1t before the police court
and fined for using tllat adulterant.
Mr. GRARAM.-That was beer.
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Mr. PEACOCK said that, as he explained to the House the previous night,
the use of salicylic acid had been forbidden
by the Health Act for years. and the
honest viguerons, n' ho did not resort to
that adulterant to preserve their "'illes,
claimed the protection of the State against
those who llsed salicylic acid, and who
thereby saved them~elves much trouble
and labour. It was urged that instead
Qf allowing the law to be administered
and prosecutions to be instituted by
tbe local
municipal bodies, that
power should be trauRferred to the
Minister of Health. It was true that
the \Vines Adulteration Act was brought
before Parliament in the closing hours of
tbe session, but other important measures
had had to be brought forward at a late
stage of the session through the exigencies of public business. It wa.s, however, well knolfn that for a long period
sucb legislation as the \Vines Adulteration
Act was contemplated, and moreover,
wben that measure was submitted to
the House, honorable members were
practically unanimous as to the need
{)f such legislation, and pm;sed the Bill
without. much discussion.
Mr. BowsER.-The House w:u; practicu.lly empty at the time.
Mr. PEACOCK said that th:.tt might be
true, but the ~ame thing llOt iufrequently
bappened in connexion with many other
Bills that were brought forward. The
point, however, was that not ono word
was said in the How:;o at the time about
delaying the passage of such a measure,
or post.poniu.g the enforcement of tho law.
The Minister who was in charge of the
Bill at the time was not asked by thoso
directly interested in the matter to extend the period for bringing the Act into
operation. 'Vhene'ver it was c.onsidored
that an injustice was likely to be done by
any proposed legislation, those who were
likely to be prejudicially affected by the
enforcement of the law usually took good
care to make representations th~t the time
for bringing the new laW' into force should
be deferred till a later period.
Mr. BATLEs.-They did not have the
opportunity to make representations.
Ml" PEACOCK said that it was not
right to use salicylic acid. The Health
Act had forbidden it, and a number of
vignerons asked that the Wines Adulteration Act should be passed to make it perfectly clear to all concerned that no
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adulterants \Yere to be u!:!ed in tile manufacture of wine. He had been informed
that some vignerons had been in the habit
of using salicylic acid and spirit ill order
that their wine ulight be more quickly
matured. It .was not unlawful to use
spiri~ so long as it was of a sufficient
age, and some vignerons did 'use spirit for
that purpose. But Mr. Derayin and others
had used salicylic acid to assist in the
maturing of their wines because it was
very much cheaper than spirit, the cost of
the two articles being in the proportion of
2s. to £5. Therefore it would be seen
that while Deravin and others, who had
used salicylic acid, now claimed that they
had lost something, they had for years
past, by resorting to a .cheaper method of
maturing 'wines, been making immense
profits compared with those who carried on
the wine industry properly and in accordance with law.
Mr. LAzARus.-rrhat is only the statement of one interested party. I know who
it is.
Mr. PEACOCK said that that statement was made at the Cabinet meetillg at
which Dr. Gresswell was present. He
(Mr. Peacock) asked the question a!:! to
why salicylic acid was used.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-To prevent fermcntation.
Mr. PEACOCK said that salicylic acid
was used in order to save labour, and in
that way the vignerons who placed that
adulterant in their wine gained a great
advantage over those who made and sold
the pure article. Those who were complying with the law wanted to build up
the wine industry by supplying a good
article, so that the local market and the
export trade might be increased, and
those vignerons were entitled to every
encouragement and assistance at the
hands of the State, and should not be
unduly hamdicapped by those who resorted to the use of salicylic acid and
cheaper methods of manufacturing and
maturing their ·wines. BecaulSe the State
had not been enforcing that which had
been the la.w for years, the latter vignerolls
had for a long time been enjoying a very
good innings at the expense of others
engaged in the wine industry, who WCl1e
giving the public a good a,rticle. Honorable members would see the immense
bene6t which would a.ccrue to the industry
by having our legislation with regard to tbe
adulteration of wine brought into line
with the wine-producing countries of the
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world. If such legislation had not been taken unawares, as had been represent.ed.
passed, our wine export trade would have During the time which elapsed between
suffered at the other end of the globe as the passage of the law and its coming into·
the result of Mr. Percy "Wilkinson's state- force, a number of the vignerons, no doubt,
ment concerning the adulturation of our disposed of their adulterated wines. Mr.
wines. The Health department had ob- Deravill, who wac;; a most gentlemanly
tained 711 f?amples of wines from vig- man, had waited upon him, and discussed
nerons, including those who had so his grievance with him. He (Mr. Peavigorously declared that they never used cock) promised to go into the matter with
salicylic acid. It was found, on analyzing Dr. Gresswell, and he had done rw, and
the samples, that 35 of them contained had now placed the facts before the
House. Dr. Gresswell had pointed out
salicylic acid.
Mr. BOWSER.-Olle hundred samples that it was quite within the province of
were taken in the Rutherglen district, and Mr. Deravin to have the adulterated wine
out of that number only fJur were found distilled, or he could have his cellar made
to contain salicylic acid, and in each of a bOllded cellar, or he could have his wine
those cases the quantity was innocllous.
denaturated.
Mr. PEACOCK· said that was 4 pel'
Mr. LAzARus.-The Board of Public
cent., and as 35 cases out of 711 was equal Health would not allow Mr Deravin to
to 5 per cent., he did not know before keep the~ wine on his premises.
that the Rutherglen district was so bad,
Mr. PEACOCK said that Dr. Gresswell
having but 1 per cent. less than all the had told the Cabinet that Mr. Deravin
rest of the State. 'rho "Wines Adulteration could have his cellar made a b~mded celAct had bt'en passed on the representa- lar, and keep the wine there. As to the
tions of three-fourths of the Victorian denaturation of t he wine, the Health devigner011s, who met in conference and partmeut had not acted harshly. Mr.
urged the Minister of Agriculture to deal Demvin had seen Dr. Gresswell on several
with the matter in their interests.
oc~asions, and tho officers of the departMr. BowsER.-We want salicylic "acid ment had boen to Bendigo to see Mr.
prohibited.
Deravin in regard to what should be done
Mr. PEACOCK said that it had been with the wine. Dr. Gresswell also fully
asked ,,"' hy the Government had denatur- explained the position to Mr. Deravin,
ated some of the wine containing salicylic showing him clearly how the law stood.
acid and had not denaturated other wine When Mr. Deravin retnrned. home he
which had been similarly adulterated. sent the following letter to
the
The answer to that was, that a number of chairman of the Board of Public Health
vignerons, who were frightened of an ex- some three weeks ago before the wine was
posure because of the injury that would dena.t.urated be done to their business, had quietly deBendigo, August .5th, 1901.
natnrated the adulterated wines themSir,-Having failed to dispose of my wine to
selves or distilled it.
a distiller with whom I have been in communiSir .TOHN McIN'L'YRE.-Do yon know cation, I am now prepared to have it dcnaturated. "Will your department send an
that as an absolute fact 1
officer up to do it, or shall I have to do it myMr. PEACOCK said that the officers of self?
If the latter course is to be tak'en will
the Board of Public Health had informed you kindly supply particulars?
Dr. Gresswell that such w~\s the case. He
Mr. LAZARUS.-'Vhen that letter was
(Mr. Peacock) admitted t.hat it was unwritten
there was a threat of immediate
fortunate that Mr. Deravin had put the
profits which he had made back into this prosecution.
Mr. PEACOCK said that Mr. Deravill
industry, but honorable members should
not overlook the fact that Mr. Deravin could either have distilled his wine or
had been using for years that which the bonded it, or complied with the law by
law said should not be used. Moreover, baving the wine denaturated. If the wine
the Wines Adulteration Act received the had not been so treated Mr. Deravin would
assent of His Excelleney the Lieutenant- certainly been prosecuted for -a breach of
Governor on the 17th October, 1900, but the law; but he preferred to have the
the Act did not come into force till the wine denatllrated rather than be prose1st January, 1901, and some time elapsed cuted.
Mr. DOW~WAlw.-vVhat reply was made
after that before the law was put ill
operation, so that vignerons had not been to that letter of 111'. DeraYin~s 1
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Mr. PEACOCK said that an officer of individual hardship which had been
the Health department. was sent to brought under their notice.
Mr. GRAHAM said that he would like
Bendigo to denaturate the wine. 'rhe
denaturated wine was worth 6d. per to say one or two words with regard to
gallon for distilh.l.tion, as it had still got .what took place at the passing of the
He would admit that after the
the spirit in it. With regard to the Act.
q llestion of compensation, he might inform second reading was passed and the Bill got
honorable members that Mr. Deravin in into committee, it became practically a
1898 received £1,900 compensation from new measure, there being a number of
the Government for the uprooting of his new clauses brought in. But there was
vineyard of' 19 acres in con seq uence ample time afforded for any opposition
of phylloxem. Mr. Deravin has indeed that might have been thought necessary
been fortunate in that respect because the to have been offered. The whole crux of
following year a law was passed stating the situation lay in the 20th sect.ion, which
that no compensation was to be given in provides;} that the Governor in Conncil
future to the owners of vineyards which should make regulations for carrying out
He (Mr.
were destroyed in consequence 9f an out- the provisions of this Act,.
Graham) might here say that he knew
break of phylloxera.
Mr. LAzARus.-Mr. Deravin did not nething at all about these regulations
in any shape or form, simply because he
have phylloxera in his vineyard.
Mr. PEACOCK said that Mr. Deravin got had left office before they were made.
£1,900 compensation and he just got In fact, he did not know whether even
it. in time, because if any vineyard the present Minister of Agriculture had
were now destroyed on account of seen the regulations. Section 20 of the
phylloxera the owner would not recei ve Act set forth-any compensation from the GO\TernI. The Governor in Council may make
regulations as to any matters whatsoever, not
ment.
being contrary to the provisions of this Act,
Sir JORK McINTYRE.-But the -vine- necessary
to give effect to this Act.
yard was 110t destroyed on account of its
2. All such regulations shall be published in
being attacked with phylloxera.
the Government Gazette, and when so published
Mr. PEACOCK said that he ,Vould not sh~tll have the force of law, and shall be
say that, but that Mr. Deravin received judicially noticed, and shall be laid before both
Houses of Parliament within fourteen days
that compensation, and it must be borne after the same shall havil been made if Parliain mind that that compensation would not ment be then sitting, and if not then within
be payable under the existing law. These ten days after the next meeting of Parliament.
were the facts as fairly as he could pnt them These regulations he understood were
bef0re the House. He could quite under- not drawn up until some time dnring
stand the feeling of sympathy which was the present year, and three months'
entertained for ono of our most respected notice was given to all the vignerons
citizens, but the average mall in the street in the country that this Act had
knew that it was illegal to usc salicylic acid been passed, and th:1t it was coming
in wine, and it was also known a long time into operation. It was passed in October
before the 'Vines Adulteration Act was last, and came into force on the 1st
passed that Parliament contemplated deal- .January of this year, and no action was
ing with this matter. And even after this taken by the Public Health department,
legislation was passed, any citizen who which administered the Act, until about tbG
had wine with salicylic acid' in it might hft ve 1st March. Those, therefore, who had sali
taken full advantage of the opportunity of cylic acid in their wines had six months
disposing of his wine before the Act came within which to have got rid of that wine.
into operation. It was unfortunate for From the explanation given by the l>rethis gentleman that he did not do this, mier he felt satisfied that no injustice had
and that. he had now, con seq uently, to bear been done in this instance. If Mr. Deravin
the loss. It must not be forgotten, how- had the offer made to him to have his wine
ever, that a number of vignerons in Vic- put ill bond, and to have it kept there, he
, toria bad been using adulterants, and by should have accepted that offer, and the
doing so that were making profits at the fact that the offer was made put a difexpense of others, who had been doing all ferent complexion on the whole matter,
they could to keep up the name of the and discounted the statements that the rewine industry. That fact must be taken gulations were too severe, and that some
into consideration as well as the case of compensation should have been offered to'
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him. Mr. Dem vin was one of the men members to get back to their constituwho were declaTing that they were encies and save their seats.
110t
using salicylic acid an the time
Mr. GRAHAM said he knew that. that
the public discussioll was going Oll with was one explanation.
As to what had
regard to this question. Letters ap- been done by the Public Health Board
peared in the press from Bendigo: donying sin~e he had no kllowledge at all, but he
that any salicylic acid was being used accepted the responsibility for the Act
·When, however, ~amples of being passed.
there.
As to the regulation::;
Bendigo wine were obtained, it was found whioh had been framed under section 20
that the Bendigo vignerom; were the worst of the Act, that was a matter for which
sinner~ at that time.
The House would he and the Government of which he was
probably remember that at the time of the a member were not responsible.
introduction of the Bill he said he was glad
Sir JOHN McINTYRE renmrked that
to find that not a single vigneron in the he would like to ascertain definitely from
Goulburl1 Valley was using this adul- the honorable member ·whether Mr..
terant.
Deravin himself stated that he did not
SiT JOHN McIN'l'YRE.-Do you say that use salicylic acid. If he did say so he (Sir
Mr. Doravin declared publicly that he was John McIntyre) would have llothing more
to say about the matter.
.
not usingsalicyl1c acid?
M'r. GRAHAM said that the vignerolls,
Mr. GHAHAM said that what he
at a .meeting in Bendigo, decla,red that stated as ha,:ing taken place was at a.
salicy lie acid was not being used there. meeting of the Bendigo Vignerolls .A~
This acid seemed to be a favorite beverage sociation, of which Mr. Deravin was a
in the Bendigo district. Ele,"'en years ago member.. It was denied that any salicylic
a brewer at Bendigo threatened him with acid . wa::; being llsed by the vignerolls
a prosecution for daring to say that beer there.
was made in Bendigo from other things
Sir .JOHN I\IcINrrYR.E said he thought
than malt and hops. He (:Ylr. Graham) the honorable member had meant that
.
had stated that the brewers had got into Mr. Deravin said that.
a system of making the beer from sugar
Mr. PEAcocK.-He did not repudiate
and chemicals, and he received a lawyer's it, and as one of the largest vignerons he
letter threatening <him with legal proceed- should have done so.
ings if he did not withdraw his statement.
Sir JORK McINTYRE said that in
He declined to do ~o, but sent an officer his opinion a more honorable man did not
of the Customs up there, w·ho found that exist, and if he (Sir John .Mclntyre) had
this man hacl so much salicylic acid in his· found ont that that gentlemall had puboffice that he was brought before the lic]y stated that he did not use salicylic
Bendigo court and tined £50. He (Ur. acid when everyone knew that he did,.
Grahanl) trusted that the Government he would llOt have said one word more ill
would bi'irlg in another Act that was his hehalf. The Premier when he saw
wanted, and that was to prohibit the use him must have known that he was an
of adnlterants in aU foods and drinks.
honest man, and under these circulllMr. WARDE.-Scnd them to gaol on stances this piece of destructive and cruel
oonviotiO'Il.
vandalism should not have taken place.
M'r. GRAHAM said he hoped that the Of course everybody knew that health
present Government would go on and officers were anxious to make us live for
apply legislati0n of this character to beer ever. The bost thing would be to kill oW
and othe·r arti'C'les, just as ham been done the humans, and allow the microbes and
in the case of wine. He (Mr. Graham) bacteria to live. By-and-by one w()uld
would take all the responsibility for the Act not be able to take porridge in the mornhaving passed, and altbough there was ing, because, probably, there was some
not a la'l'ge House at the second reading, deleterious matter in that of which we
.yet it was practioally unanimous that the at present knew nothing. In fact, one
Bill S'hould be passed, and the people of could not do anything now becIXuse of
the country felt relieved when it was these microbes.
I t was not so many
pliIssed. After the revelations made by years ago when he would. have been glad
Mr. Wilkinson, the analyst, the exports of to get even had watm', and suck it through
the tail of his coat.
Time after timeol1r wine dropped. off about 50 per cent.
Mr. B'1uJ...Es.-The Act was passed so ~e had done that, and there was all
·quickly because of-the desire of hOl'lorable honorable member sitting there who had
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done the same thing, and yet they ,yere
not killed. The question which had been
put before the House by the two honorable
members for Sand hurst was a ·very important one, and the Premier had not ap•proached the matter in a fair spirit. The
Premier said it was undesirable to COllsider for one moment the question of giving compensation, but he (Sir John
McIntyre) did not think that a case had
ever come before that House in which
compensation was more justly desened.
1'Ir. BArLEs. -It is not compensation;
it is restitution.
Sir JOH:N McINTYHE said that; there
were now a lot of peculiar elements in
society, for we had teetotalism and anti- teetotalism, and those who did not like to drink
wine with a little salicylic acid in it. It
appears to be quite permissible to take
this drug soparately. People who sa.id
that it did peopk harm to take salicylie
acid were going against the facts. I twas
the product of willow or sweet birch, and
there was nothing injurious about it, so
long as it was taken in reasonable quantities. He had known medical men
prescribe 30 gra.inH a. day fl'equently in
cases of gout. or rhenmatiRm. If it was
better than spirit for certain purposes
purely the vigllerons had a right to usc it ..
rrh~t, however, WitS beside the question, because we did not want salicylic acid in our
wine or water. \Ve did not want anything
but the pure product of the grape. The
t-;tate, however, had been looking forward
to the wine industry to being an cven more
important industry than gold mining, but
it seemed that all sorts of obstacles were
tu be put in its way. 'fhe State gave £2
. per acre for planting lana in vine::;, and
then destroyed the vineyards. He did n()t
know what show the vignel'ons had at all,
and thi~ in a country which was one of
the best ill the world for the production of
wine. It was said that Mr. Deravin asked
that his wine should be denaturated, but
he simply did that becauf03e he wat-;
threatened with a public prosecution.
Surely there was no need for sllch haste
as that. 'rhat mall had a large stock
for Romo twenty years, and the least
thing a Government with any discretion
would havc done would have been to put a
seal oh this wine and see that it was not
used in contravention of the Act. Did
anyone mean to tell him that ~Ir.
Deravill would have refused to have a se't\l
put on the wine and to have kept it in a
cellar under bond 7
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Mr. DrGGAx.-Dr. Gresswell says so
distinctly.
Sir JOHN McIN,l'RYE said he would
like to know whether Dr. Gres8well said
that himself or throngh another person.
He (Sir John McIntyre) did not believe
that Mr. Deravin would have refused to
put that wine in bond, and the statements
that had been made to the contrary would
not shake his belief. He could not understand why a lllall with !:iuch a valuable
amount of property should agree to its
being destroyed rather than have it put
. uudel' seal and placed in bond. The
Government should giv~ carefnl consideration to this case and see whetber it was
not an exceptional case, and adopt the
course which was just and equitable, and
if there were other cases, similar a.ctioil
should also be taken with respect to them.
The wine that ~ft. Dera"in had in his
cellar "'/Hi a wine which the people
of Bendigo a.nd the State could have
drunk with pleasnre.
He (Sir .Tohn
:McIntyre) was only sorry that he had
not got two or three big casks of it
into his own cellar before the wine waR
destroyed. If Mr. Deravill had refused the
ofter to pnt the winc nnder seal he would
certainly not have advocated his case in
that Honse, but if Mr. Veravin had ntlt
done that, it was incHmbent npon the
Government that this case should receive
consideration.
Mr. LA.ZARUSsaid thatMr. Deravin had
been most frank with him and his colleague,
telling them everything that had taken
place with the Public Health department,
yet he did not mention otle word of what
had been stated in the Honse that night,
to the effect that Dr. Gresswell said that
he wonld be permitted to put the wine in
bond, but that he had refll~ed to accept
the offer. If that was so, it made a
material difference t.o the case which had
been brought forward, amI he boped that
some inquiry would be made into the
matter. He would suggest that this
discussion should bepostpolledand brought
up again in order to see whether the
statement attributed to Dr. Gresswell
was correct. Personally he (Mr. Lazarus)
was not inclined to believe that it was
correct.
He knew Mr. Deravin was an
extremely honorable man, who would
not make a statement that ",ali not
true.
:Mr. BO\YSER remarked that he thought
the Act was right in intention, but wrong
and unjust in application. This was no
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doubt due in some degree, as one honorable member had suggested, to the regulations which had been framed under the
Act. The community were now reaping,
in these cases of injustice, the injury which
naturally followed upon hasty and illThe Bill was
(::onsidered legislation.
brought in at the last moment, and was
rushed through at 12 o'clock at night,
when ouly one or two representatives of
the wine-growing interests of the State
were present; and when they protested
against certain clauses in this Act, which
they said would operate harshly throughout the wine-growing districts, they were
told that the Minister would not budge
from the suggestions which had been
made to him by his ad viser, and the Bill was
allowed to pass through. At that time he
(Mr. Bowser) protested against one or two
clauses of the Bi11, which he felt sure
would act harshly where there was no
intentiou and 110 need to act har:shly in
connexion with this great interest. But
while every honest man would agree that
Jegislation of this character should have
been introduced long ago, and should not
only have beel?- applied t.o the wine
industry, but also, as suggested, to
a large number of other industries in
this State, they mnst agree that this
legislation should be on lines which would
be reasonable and fail', and which would
not bear harshly 011 any industry already
established in the State. The sources of
the Bill went back further than were apparent in the statuto-book. The Bill was
brought forward at the, time by the
Minister, at the suggestion of certain
gentlemen in this city who represented
one Eide of this interest which had been
~radually declining for many y"ears in the
face of the competition from the northeastern wine. He knew this to be truethat the Bill wonl<lllot have boen introdaced at that time in a form which had
been found impracticable, consistent with
.i~·.stice, if it had not been that it represented
one side in the battle which had been
goir..g on for .rears between the thin wines
of the Lilydale cOllntry and the rich fullbodied wines of the north-eastern districts. Many years ago the whole wine
industry of the State was in the hands of
the M~l~ourne merchants, Many pro·
ducers were dissatisfied with the way in
which the business was conducted, a:-"'l seoing the legitimate profits which bell>. ,\ed
to their industry, many of them came
to the city and eSfablished themselves
Mr. Bowser.
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as middlemen as well as producers, and
by producing a dry wine out of the
full-bodied wines of the sunny latitudes of
Victoria, they greatly forced down in the
market the lighter thin wines of Lilydale
and the colder districts. People pre-,
ferred the rich full bodied wine to the
light-dry wine, and the contention of the
Lilydale growers had been that the people
of this country should be compelled to
dl'ink the dry wines which were light by
nature, and that the growers in the
northern dietl'icts, where the full bodied
wines were produced, should not be
allowed to prod uce dry wines at all. That
has been the contention whiah had
been going on for many years, and the
Act under notice was one of the results
of that agitation. He would ask honorable members for a moment to consider
the Act itself. In the first plaee it prohibited the use of salicylic acid, and no
one would say that that prohibition was
not quite right. Salicylic acid, he might
remark, was made by passing carbonic
acid gas through carbolic acid and
sodium. It was used as an anti-ferment,
and was not necessary to the manufacture of good sound wine. It had, howeyer, been used. throughout the whole
of Victoria for many years with the
consent of the State, and not for the
purpuse, as the Premier had suggested,
of saving ,tbe money which spirit
would cost, becallse the wines were
naturally fortified and this anti-ferment
was not necessary for that purpose.
Salioy lic acid was also a prod uct of coal
tar and' could not naturally be formed in
wine. He would point out that salicylic
acid which was prohibited under this Rill
was still used freely in temperance drinks
throughout the State. In fact, he was
informed th~t in one gallon of raspberry
vinegar there were 36 grains of salicylic
acid.
Now raspberry vinegar was a
liquid which was consumed generally by
children and temperance people throughout the State, and it was high time, therefore, if salicylic acid was so destrnctive a
drug, that legislation should be enforced
t() control the whole of these liquid~ and
see that the health of the people was protected in connexion with them as well.
One fact which he thought bad beon overlooked that ovening was that the bulk of
the wine of Victoria had no salicyclic acid
in it, alt.hough it had been repeatedly
stated in this city, that the vignerons
throughollt the State were adulterating the

Wines

[29 AUG., 1901.]

wine. 'Vhen the Government chemist
went through the various wine-growitlg
districts, he found that in the Rutherglen
district, for example, out of 105 samples
taken for analysis there were only 4 containingsalicy lic acid, whereas out ofthe 105
samples in Melbourne, there were 35 con·
taining salicylic acid, and in proportions far
greater than the wine in the cellars of the
vignerons throughout the State. Now,
'4 of salicylic acid to the gallon was a very
low rate, and if such a gallon of
wine were spread over the ordinary
glassfuls which a person would take,
say, in 24 hours, the
proportion
could be no more than infinitesimal, and
it would be entirely harmless to the person drinking.
He would point out that
the casks which came into Victoria with
port wine and other wines from foreign
countries containing salicylie acid were
used by the vignerons of the State. vVhen
those casks were emptied they were purchased in the ordinary way of trade, ~nd
sent up country for use by thc vignerons.
Now, there was no provision in this Bill
by which foreign wines containing salicy lic
acid were prohibited from competing with
our own wines in this market.
In
fact, special provision was made by clause
5 to allow the market to be flooded by
foreign salieylated wines. Tllilt c1auf:!e
provided thatThis Act shall not apply to liquors imported
from foreign countries, which on importation
into Victoria are chargeable with duties of
customs, and arc prominently branded, labelled,
or marked so as to be known to all persons as
foreign products.

Many wines, especially light wines, contained -salicylic acid for the purpose of
keeping them bright throughout the voyage. There was therefore this position under
the Act, that the Board of Public Health
and the :Minister of Agriculture said"\Velcome all adulterated salicylated
foreign wines, no matter from what part of
the world th"ey may come, but down with
our own locally made, for the most part,
honest wines; they shall have no protection whatever nnder this Act." That was
pr~cisely the exact position which this
measure had precipitated. So also with
the unfermented wines. 'rhe question in
connexion with them was ra.ised by Mr.
Ferguson, secretary of tho Melbourne
Total Abstinence Society. He was waited
UPOll by a Herald representative, anti the
interview was reprinted in the A ust1'alian
V iyneron and Fntit-gTou:e1's' Journal of the
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8th January, 1901. Mr. Ferguson was
reported to have said_
Clause 5 struck him as being inconsistent
with the rest of the Act, and ought to he
eliminated in the interests of fair play. "Why
should importers 111ve privileges not enjoyed by
the people of the State?" he asked. As a
temperance man, Mr. Ferguson approves
generally of the Act, but he has a little griev·
ance about unfermented grape juice, which he
thinks ought to be ventilated. The new Act
does not allow the addition of allY preservative
to unfermented wines made in Victoria, though
it permits unfermented wine, made outside
Australia, to be sold locally, no matter how
strongly it may be preserved or fortified. And
he fears that if the use of harmless preserva·
tives such as are now employed in clarifying
Victorian unfermented wine, is prohibited. the
latter industry will be irretrievably ruined.
This class of wine Mr. Ferguson points out, is
chiefly used for sacramental purposes, but there
is a demand for it by temperance people and
invalids, the unfern:ented juice being recom·
mended by medical men in numerous ca~es.

The result was that the unfermeuted wines
throughout the State were destroyed,
because it had been necessary to put antiferment int.o them. The reporter of the
Heralcl subsequently waited upon Dr.
Gresswell and asked his opinion on the
subject. Dr. Gresswell was reported to
ha ve said thatIt may be true that the Act does not apply
to liquors imported from foreign couutries.

But he (Dr. Gresswell) said he did
not consider unfermented wine a liquor
at all
undtr the
Licensing Act.
Again, on the one hand under thi::;
Act there was the department of
AgTiculture instructing t.he vignel'ons
to dre::;os their vines with sulphate of
copper for black spot, while on the
other hand the Board of Public Health
sent the vigneron to gatll if the slightef:!t
trace of copper was found in his wine.
Furt.her, the Act provided that the spirit
used for fortifying wine should be six
months old.
Now he challenged Dr.
Gresswell or any of his experts to
distinguish wine spirit six weeks old
from spirit thflt was six months old,
aud when this clause was proposed
by the Minister he (Mr. Bowser) suggested that there should be.an amendment.
because, although the Act provided that
the spirit must be six months old, it mado
no provision whatever as to the age of
t he wine, so that wine only on.e day
old might be disposed of, but the spirit
mixed with it must be six months old.
N ow that was an anomaly, to cure which
he suggested, although his suggestion
was not adopted at the time, that uew
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wine and" new spirit might 1e mixed
together but not sold until twelve months
after the mixing. That would include
both wineR and spirits.' "With regard to
the subject under debate that evening,
the whole matter had been greatly
changed during the last half-hom. There
wa!:! a contradiction between the statement made by Dr. Gref:!swell and the
f::>tatement made by the honorable members who had brought this subject forward, and those contradictory statements
were made with f:!0 much confidence OIl
each side that he thought the House wa~
entitled to further information in order
that some finality might be arrived at as
to the accuracy of the evidence that
had been submitted. If an offer had beell
made to Mr. Depavin that the wine in
question might be kept in bond, he (Mr.
Bowser) dOl.lbted whether, conf:!iderillg the
time tha.t gentleman had had to dispose
of his wine, he could make any claim 011
the consideratioll of the House.
Mr. l)EAcocK.-I understand that there
ii') no need for such an offel", because it is
the la'w.
Mr. BOvVSER said it might 1e provided
for in the l'egulatiollf:!, bnt it was not provided for in the Act. However, a statement had been made and reiterated in the
House that Mr. Deravin did not understand
the situation as presented by the Premier.
'rherefore, they were justified in asking
t.he Premier to reconsider the matter with
n, view to haviug an inquiry made into
the circumstances, in order to ascertain if
that offer "was really made. If it was
made, then he doubt~d if any claim could
be properly entertained by the Honse;
hut if the offer was not made, he certainiy
thought the case was one that the Premier
might reasonably take into cOllf-lideration.
He would not expect the Premier to
undertake the obligation of payillg for a,II
wines that had been destroyed, because that
would involve a totally unknown expenditure, and he algo thought that the principle was not right. Unquestionably, Ylr.
Dentvin's case was an instanoe of the
very harsh operation of the Act, but he
did not see how the Government could
make a precedent in that case, especially
remembering, af:! the Premier had pointed
out, that all the phylloxerated vineyards
of Victoria would be gradually destroyed,
and nO,t one penny of compensation paid
to the owners of those vineyards who, with
their children, had been toiling for the
past 30 years to bring them into a

Adulte1'aticfn Act.

profitable condition, and had inClIned
great expenditure of both money and labour
over the task. The matter really deserved
further consideration on the part of the
Government. There was another question
which he desired to bring nnder the
notice of the Minister of Agriclliturethis being grievance day.
At the
present time Victoria was lying under the
ban of the dreaded pbylloxern, which was
appearing every month ill vineyards
throughout the principal wine-growing
centres of the State, and no effort, or very
little effort indeed, waf:! being made to
enable the vignerons to reconstitute their
vineyards with American resista.nt f:!tocks:
The present Goverument were repeating
the blunder that was made bv the GoYernment of the day in 1878, \"hen Mr.
])eravin was paid compen.sation for the
uprooting of his vines, becauf:!e his vineyard wa!:! within an area of :3 miles of
a vineyard il) fected with J:.!hylloxera. :Now
tho- uprooting of all vines within a radius
of 3 miles of the iufected vineyard
'"as an entirely unnecessary expenditure.
Moreover, f:!0 inadequate was the expert
knowledge with regard to phylloxera in
Victoria at that time, that phylloxera was
actually carried from the infested vineyards in the Bendigo district to other
parts of the State. The precautions now
takcn in France atld here to prcyc~nt the
spread of phylloxera wore not taken in
any case when the phylloxora-infected
vincH in the Bendigo district were uprooted, nor were they taken in the uprooting of the phylloxera-infccted "il1~s in
the Uoulburn Valley, only a year or
two ago, and the consequence was that
the pest was sprcad throughout other
district::; of Victoria. A large expenditure was incnrred uncleI' the authority of
Parliament on that occasion. Something
like £60,000 was spent in uprooting vines.
That money was absolutely thrown away,
because phyl10xera could not he eradicnted. It might be delayed, butit cOllld not
be eradicated. rrhe only proteetion the vigne1'oncoul<1 have was that he-should be able
to reconstitute his vincyard at the rate of,
!:!ay, 10 acres evcry year. 'I'hat \yn,s what
was asked by the vignel'ons of the northeast, who had built up the industry
largely without assistance from the
Government. They desired that the
U-overnment should not now repeat the
mistake previously made of allowing tho
pest to be handled in n way which tlhowecl
the ignorance and incapacity of those who
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were lo()king after it, but that they ~hould
make provision for the gradual reconstitution of the vineyards.
Mr. MORRTssEY.-That provision has
bBen made. So I am assured by the viticultural expert, M. Dllbois. I brought the
matter under his notice, and he told me
that he is making absolute provision for
the. reconstitution of the vineyards.
~1r. BOvVSER said he could give the
:Minister the name of a vigneron who had
appJied, and whose application had not
been gran ted.
Mr. MORHISSEY.-I know that, but I
have told you what M. Dubois told me.
Mr. BOvVSER said it should be remembered that M. Dubois was brought here to
be the Professor of Viticulture at the
Vit.icultural College, Rutherglen, and it
was not then expected that he would be
sent all over Victoria to deliver lectures
:.md attend to the phylloxera-resistant
vines and so on, but he had undertaken
such work since circnmstances had forced
him into that position. The Minister
~hould give M. Dubois some assistance in
order that he could extend the work of
providing grafted rootlings for the vig-'
nerOllS, becanse the vignerons did not
know what kind of soft European vines t::>
graft, or what kind of resi~tant stocks to
graft them on. While, in France, the
vignerons knew exactly what kind of soft
European vines to graft on resistant
i:itocks, wo had not experimented in Victoria to a dogree to enable the vignerons
to understand how those vines should bo
grafted, and such experiments were not
being made at t.he Viticultllrnl Conege in
J1utherglen. 1~hercfore, he held that this
was the most urgent work the Government could undertake at the present
time; it was the most necessary work to
enable the vignerons to reconstitute their
vineyards in various parts of the State.
Ho had repeatedly urged the department of
Agriculture and begged of the Minister to
get assistance sent to the Viticultural
College at Rlrtherglen with a view to
enable the vignerons to obtain a large number of rooted vines, and he had suggested
that the Government should import more
cuttings from France and generally make
greater provision for the wants of those
Victorian vignerons who desired to reCOl1stitute their vineyards, but so far hi~
effortsbadnot met with success. Hedid not
specially blamethepresent MinisterofAgriculture, who had inherited the routine
and red-tape of his department, but he
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could only describe the position of the
department for years past as similar to
that of Nero fiddling while Rome was
burning. The phylloxera was Kpreading
throughout Victoria to an extent that was
not dreamt of by the ~Iinister or by the
Secretary of Agriculture, and he was certain that if efforts were not now made to
have a soil map of Victoria prepared, an
analysis of the soil of the various vineyards scheduled in the depal'tment, and to
have those European vines which produced wines most nearly similar to Victorian wines grafted on the resist.ant stocks
that flourished best ill this St,lte, the future
would prove that the neglect to do these
things had been <1, great lnistake. Experiments should be i'nade in such a way as
to enable M. Dubois to have a good supply
of the right sort of European ville~ grafted
on the right sort of resist<mt stocks when
the need for the Hew vines arose, and that
need was arising every day. If the department did not take those stepR now, and
have morc vines lJl'ought from France and
grafted hy the experts of the department,
in order that there ::;honlc1 be no mi::;take
made in the l'epb.nting of the vineyards, a
grievous blunder would be made. One of
the greatest blunders ever perpetrated by
a Government in this couutry w:1s made
when tho planting bonus for the extellsion of the area under "ines in Victoria
was given. Honomble members would
recollect that £:2 per acre wa.s paid to
any farmer or vigncron \Vho pla.llted vines,
and the resnlt was that Romething like
11,000 acres wore added to the area already under vines in this State. But
althou£"h that uonus was gi\'cn, it ",a::; not
accomp~nied by any information that
would ha.ve enabled those farmers and
vignerons to plant the propel' kind of
vines in the right kind of soil, and the
consequence had
been that about
400,000 gallons of llonde::;cript wille had
been made :real' by year ever since,
thereby degrading the good llame of Vietorian wines.
That blunder arose entirely because the GoVel'llmcllt did not
accompany the bonns with good sound
practical knowledge and instruction. All
that he now asked was that the Government should not make the same mistake
at the present time, but that they should
anticipate, in a statesmanlike way, the
wants of the vig11eroll~, who were quite
ready to pay the department of Agriculture 25s. pel' 1,000 vines grafted on resistan t :::tocks. I n France the price was
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15s. per 1,000. He trusted that he would poison, produced by the instrumentality
be pardoned for· having introduced this of salicylic acid. That was where the
q nestion, seeing that this was grievance fraud came in, in vending something that
was not what it pretended to be. He was
night.
Mr. H. R. WILLIAMS remarked that, horrified when he heard the Premier's
from a teetotal point of view, this debate statements in regard to Mr. Deravinwas very interesting. If he were to use that he had been for years using salithe expression which would adequately cylic, knowing that it was a cheap
convey his idea about the matter, he means of doctoring his wines, and that.
would say that honorable members were he was making a large profit when
straining at a gnat and swallowing a otber people were using spirits that were
camel. He thought honorable members much dearer. He had known Mr. Deravin
would agree with him in that remark, if for over 40 years, and while he did not
they considered what was the essential believe in the wine industry, because his
nature of the poison, if they would analyze life had been a protest against it-he had
pure wine and pure spirits as vended here never tasted any intoxicating liquor in
according to law, alld consider the far- his life--he had never found truer
reaching destructive influence of that and better people in all his life. He no
poison on the bodies and on the souls of more believed that Mr. Deravin was
the men and women of Victoria, and the actu:lted by any fraudulent motive, or
terrible degradation which it worked upon felt that he ,,'as doing all illegal act, than
the people, and then contrast it with all he (Mr. 'Williams) believed that the
the effects which had resulted from the moon was made of green cheese. He
small modicum of salicylic acid in those had fonnd the Deravills to be most honorwines and spirits. :riley should remember able people. The bulk of Mr. Deravin's
that salicylic acial was in almost everything wine was treateg some ten years ago, and
they consumed. They were swallowing it Mr. Deravin must have thought that he
wholesale in jams, corned beef, and almQst was justified in doing what was not proeverything that was eaten day by day, hibited in regard to a multitude of other
but when it Catlle to swallowing the small thinga.
quantity of salicylic acid cOlltained in
Mr: BURl'oN.-He must have known
wine, they said, " Oh, dear, what a horrible that it was prohibited in his native
thing it is." 'Why, when he was a boy he country.
Mr. H. R. vVILLIAMS said it was only
was taught to believe that the alcoholic
toxicum was the most deadly poison in five or six years since the law was introthe whole pharmacopruia-that there was duced in that country. It had been said
nothing else to be found eq Hal to it that the law against the use of salicylic
in its venomous aud deadlv effects. acid ill wine had been in operation here
He was tanght that it dro"wned the for some time before the introduction of
memory, diminished the strength, dis- the ,\-Vines Adulteration Act. I fthat were
tempered the body, effaced beauty, so, why was not the law enforced ~ Whilst
iuflamed the liver, weakened the brain, he would be glad as a teetotaller that all
turned men into walking hospitals, caused alcoholic liquors should be destroyed, he
internal, external, and incurable wounds, did not approve of the manner in which
was a witch that would sentence the Mr. Deravin had been treated. He would
soul to the devil, was a thief to the sooner that the people drank wine wit.h
pocket, the beggar's companion, the saliey lic acid in it than without it.
wife's woe, and the children's sorrow. He
believed in the
principle of
That was what he was taught in regard sirnih's si'i1"l-il£bus curctntuT-that like
to this alcoholic toxicum.
Now they cured like-that one poison had a dewere told that the effect of this drug structive effect upon another. He rose
\vas to destt·oy the influence of alcohol ic principally to repudiate tho imputation
poison found to be the essentl,Oal nature of I cast upon the character of a most respectwine. It was because it had that effect· able fll.mily. He ventured to say that no
that the use of salicylic acid was prO-I one could accuse that family of having
hibited in those countries which had ll?gis- deviated a h~ir's-breadth from the strict
lated in the matter. Consequently, it was path of morality. If Mr. Dentvin had
a fraud on the public, who believed they I known that he was doing what had been
were getting real alcoholic stimnlant~, imputed to him by the Health departinstead of a diminished and enfeebled I ment he would have thrown ten times the
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wine that had been destroyed into the
deepest sea. He hoped the Premier would
further investigate the matter, and see if
something could not be done in the
interests of the sufferers. The authorities
could have taken this wine out of the vats
to a void destroying the vat~ themselves.
He h0ped the Premier would take some
further action before allowing this destructive process to proceed, and that he
would do justice to a man that had been
unjustly treated.
Mr. FOSTER remarked that there had
been a good deal of unnecessary talk on
the question. He' was rather surprised
that the honorable member who had just
resumed his seat had taken up the r6le of
defending 'people for something that had
not been charged. The honor~ble member had sought to defend oharacters
that it was generally agreed required no
defence at all. The question was, had
there been a breach of the law? If there
had been, then it was the dnty of the
Government to earl'Y out the law.
Mr. LANGDoN.-At any cost ~
Mr. FOSTER said at any cost. It was
all very well to say that Mr. Dera vin, or
any other vigneron having adulterated
wine in his cellars, was not aware of the
law in regard to it. It was all very well
to say that this law was passed in a hurry,
and that the House was not aware of the
probable effects of it. That was begging
the whole question. The fact was that
the law was in existence and required to be
administered. Honorable members knew
very well what a disturbance was caused
by Mr. vVilkinson's report 011 this question. At that time the whole country
was in arms to have this poison suppressed. Although honorable members
might say that salicylic acid could be
used in such quantities as to cause no injury to health, the fact of putting it in
wine at all was a breach of the law, and
when that was fonnd to be the case, the
Government had no alternative but to
carry the law into effect. What was the
use of holding up the good character of
the people who owned this wine as a
teason why the law should not be carried
out ~
Mr. H. R. VVILLlAMS.-It is retrospective in its effects.
Mr. FOSTER said that if the Government were to act as had been suggested,
they would be establishing a principle
that would lead to disaster.
He hoped
the Government would uphold the la\\'.
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This was neither more nor less than an
attempt to bring political influence to
bear to get consideration for a man \V ho
did not deserve it.
He resented sllch
With regard to the question of
action.
the wiue industry, he was wondering with
a great many people ill the country
whether, with the mismanagement of it in
the past, and with the erectiOll of colleges
that taught nothing, it was really worth
pursuing or not.
Dr. McINERNEY said he was surprised to hear the remarks of the honorable member who had just resumed his
seat.
'rhe question was not whether
the Government should not carry out
the law, but whether justice was to be
administered with reason and mercy.
Ten years ago Mr. Denwin committed no
\Ve did
cr.ime by using salicylic acid.
many things to-day that ten years hence
might be illegal, but was it a crime for us to
do to-day what was legal, because ten years
hence Parliament might decide that it was
illegal ~ 'rhat was exactly Mr. Deravin's
casco Ten years ago he manufactured
wine in a particular manner, but to-day
our Parliament said that that process of
manufacture was to be condemned, and,
therefore, inflicted upon Mr. Deravin today punishmebt for what he did legally
ten years ago. In other words, Parliament, with increased knowledge, was continually making alterations in the law.
There was an instance with regard to a
considerable Humber of houses erected on
the diggings long ago. r:rhose houses
,,,ould not comply with the conditions of
the health law to·day in regard to the
number of cubic feet of air.
Mr. PEACOcK.-The Health Act was
passed in 1889.
Dr. McINERNEY said that the wine
destroyed in Mr. Deravill's cellar was
made ten years ago.
}Ir. FOSTER. - The biggest viguero!)
here does not llse any salicylic acid.
Dr. McINERNEY said he was only
speaking as to the justice of inflicting a
loss of several thousallCl pounds on a man
for doing a thing that was legal at the time
he did it. 'rhat was a question of fact.
The honorable members for Sandhurst and
the honorable members for the surrounding districts had all testified to the
excellent character of Mr. Deravin, and
it was gratifying to this House to find
one of our French settlers receivilw
.
0
testlmony
of goo d cbaracter both on the
left hand and on the right hand of

1126

Whu's

rASSEMBLY.;

the Speaker, or from th~ conservative
and liberal sides of the House. It was
gratifyiug that members of all opinions
combined together to testify tu his
integrity. Every Olle of those members pledged their word to the House
that their opinion uf JHr. Deravin was
yery high, and even the teetotal member, the member for Eaglebawk, had
said that he \\'a~ quite cOlwinced that if
Mr. Deravin had thought it was illegal
or wrong at the time he -would Hot have
put salicylic acid in bis wine. The
position from :\11'. Dcravin's stand.point
was th:lt ten years ago he did what it
was perfectly legal to du, and. to-day the
Government came in and punished him
for doing that, and inflicted on him a
loss of several thousand pounds. Moreover, it had be on done in a harsh manuer.
Salt had becn put into a number of casks
which were worth a large surn of
money, and 80 had spoilt thC::).l for
all time. Mr. Deravin asked thl'lt the
House, as a corporate body, should not
support the Governmerit in doing what
it had done in that harsh manner. As
the fads in this case were at issue, a::; it
was said that it wa::; illegal to put the
acid in the wine at the time that Mr.
Deravin did it, and as it was Haid that
the Chairman of the Board of Public
Health (Dr. G-resHwell) made a certa.in
offer to Mr. Derayin-he knew of his
own personal knowledgc that whateyer
Dr. GresslVell said was unquestionable
and undoubted-and as it was doubtful
whether Dr. Gresswell made the stateUlent attributed to him or whether some
one else made it, and as genera11y there
might have ueen differeut misunders,tandings and misrepresentations with reference
to the whole mat.ter, be would suggest to
the Premier that he might cause an
investigation to be made into the facts
and submit the result of that investigation to the House, after which furt.her
action might or might not be necessary
according to the report. In justice to Mr.
Deravin and in justice to the sense of
justice of the House, and the duty which
the House owed to every citizen of the
State, and especially to a citizen of such
unblemished reputation for 9ver 40 years
as Mr. Deravin had, t.he House should
cause the facts to be :established before
they proceeded to inflict such a severe
punishment without any possibility of
redress.
He would, th~refore, suggest
that the Premier should inform the House
Dr. Mc/nerney.
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that he would cause an investigation to
be made, and that, if that assurance was
gi veu by the Premier, this matter shol'lld
be allowed to drop for the present until
the report was laid upon the table.
Mr. McKENZIE obs€rved that the last
speaker had exprc~sed a good many of the
things which he was g'oing to say, but, in
the first place, he would remark that this
Hill, or Act, as it was now, was passed
through this House in circumstances that
did not provide for proper consideration.
That was perfectly clear, because, in the'
first place, as the honorable member fOl'
Sand hurst (Mr. Baile~) had poiqted out,
the Bill that was passed through this
House was to all intents and purposes a
different Bill from the one that had been
circulated a month before, and that had
been submitted to some of the vignerons
of the State and had been approved by
them. He felt at the time that it was a
yery improper thing, and yet he did not
blame the Government altogether; but he
thought a lesson might be pointed to the
present Gove'rnment if they had the good
fortune to be in office when this Parliament was expiring, that they should not
run the business of the House right up
to the day of the general election.
Mr. PEACOCK.-VVe cannot get on with
the business. 1'his has been blocking us
for oyer two hours to-Hight.
Mr. McKENZIE said he was referring
to a time two years hence. It was not
fair to. the country that legislation should
be passed through when a large number of members were necessarily away
attending to the business in C011nexion with their seats.
That was
what he was alluding to, and if the
Premier had the good fortune to be in
office, then he hoped he would take a note
of this and be warned by it. With regard
to the present matter, his views on this
subject had been considerably modified
hy the speeches made to-night. He had
thought that this gentleman had been
treated in a very harsh manner at all
events, and that impression had not altogether been removed, because there was
a conflict of testimony, and the statements
of the honorable member for Sandhurst
(Mr. Lazarus) and of the Premier were at
variance. The Premier had said that a
statement was made to the Cahinet on
the strength of a statement made by Dr.
Gresswell-whether it was made by Dr.
Gresswell or not he did not know-to the
effect that this gentleman had been offered

r29 AUG., 1901.J
the opportunity of holding thit:! wine in
bond, in fact, that his premises should be
declared a bond store, and that he had
declined to accept that offer. That was
quite at variDIlce with the statement
made by the honorable member for Sandhurst (:Mr. Lazarns). He thought the
Honse should certaiuly get information
on tha,t suhject. It was one that h011orable members should get infor'mation
upon. Auother important point. alluded
to by the honorable member lor Delatite
was that the dc::;tructioll of this wine
t:!eemed to have been carried out with
altogether unnecessary harshness. "Why
should this man's propert~' have been destroyed in the process of denaturating the
wine 7 'Vhy !-3hollld these valuable vats
have been destroyed? Surely the wine
could have been denaturated without destroying the vats. That seemed to him
to have been altogether unnecessary.
He would not have risen except in oonnexion with the point that the det:!trnction of this wine could not be carried out
uuder the Act. There was nCl provision
in the Act for the denaturation of the
wine, and it must therefore have been
done uuder the regulations uuder t.he Act.,
and those regulations should have been
laid upon the table of the House within
ten days from the meeting of the House.
So far as he understood, they had not
been laid upon the table of the House up
to this date.
Mr. MADDEN.-Then they could llOt
have been acted upon.
Mr. ~IcKENZIE said the honorable
member for Eastern Suburbt:!, with his
knowledge of the law, gave the opinion"
that t.he regulations should not have been
acted upou. Could the Premier inform
the House whether these regulations had
been laid upon the table of the House~
He believed they had not been. He had
never known of the thing being done, and
yet without this House being informed
in the proper legal course-that was by
the regulations being laid upon the table
of the House-they had been accepted as
having the force of law, and the Health
department had acted upon them and
had denaturated and destroyed this wine.
He thought that was a matter which req uired in vestigatiOli.
Mr. LEVIEN stated that he was afraid
that any further discussion, in the present
form, could not ~ossibly tend to settle this
matter. It appeared to him that the
responsibility rested upon the Government,
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if they saw fit after thit:! dit:!cllssion,
of taking some immediate action
in the direction at least' of making some
further inquiry, Ii that was not done
within a reasonable time, tho::;e honorable
members who felt that Mr. Deravin had
been wrouged should take the opportunity
of submitting a substantial motion to the
House, being more completely armed even
than they appeare~ to be nt the present
moment.
An important refereuee had
been made for the first time, by the honorable member for Anglesey, to the fact that
these regulations had been acted upon
although they were really ~tlt1'(t vi1'el'..
That was a most important, and, to him,
quite a now phase of the matter. rrhose
were all watters that required careful consideration at the hands of the Government.
Some honorable members had suggested
that the discussion should be adjourned.
He thought it certainly should.
Mr. PEACOCK.-'V e cn,ullot adjourn this
matter, and have a motioll" like this one
for compensation hauging ovcr us. There
may be matters for"a further inquiry.
Dr. l\'IcINERXEY.-If the motion it:! withdrawn, will the Goyernment make all
inquiry ~
Mr. PEACOCK. - Certainly, after the
statements that have bee11 made.
Mr. LEVIEN said he thought the
debate should be adjourned ill that case.
Mr. McKENZIE.-The honorable member for Sandhurst South will, no doubt,
withdraw his motion if a promise is given
by the Government for inquiry.
Mr. LEVIEN said it would then be for
the Government to make inquiry or for
the House to take such course as he was
sure it would take in the interest of justice. But the House shonld be given all
the facts. All honorable members wanted
t.o do was what was dght in the matter, and
no member wished to justify any harsh
action. No charge had been made againt:!t
the good conduct of this Mr. Deravin at
all, and he thought that those honorable members who had gone out of
their way to defend him had done so
altogether unnecessarily.
He did not
wish to say hard things, but it did appear to him, so far as the House was advised, that there had been a too vigorous
and too rapid administration of this Act.
They were told that it was the duty of
the Government to administer the law of
the countrv without fear or favour. He
could give~ instances which would simply
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shock the Honse in which late Governments had not only administered the law
without fear or favour, but had not administered it at all, and had permitted
it to expire by effiuxion of time, through
which action people had lost heavily and
a great en terprise had been wrecked in
consequence.
Sir ,TOHN McIN'l'YRE.-Wc have got important legislation on the statute-books
which is not administered now.
Mr. LE VIEN said tha.t was so. '1,1here
was the Rabbit Act for instance, and there
were other Acts which were not administered so vigorously at all, but in
this ease there did appear to have been an
altogether too hasty administration. This
was a shocking example, and the House was
faced with the restilt of this too hasty aNd
ill-considered legislation which Ministers
were al ways ready to take up on any reqnest which was submitted to them at the
time. Honorable members had read the
other day of a case in which a Mini$ter
was waited on by a deputation in relation
to the shoeing Qf horses, when the Minister
said at once, 1'1 will bring in a Bill to
create a guild, so that nobody but
authorized persons shall shoe our horses."
""Vas there any necessity for that 1 N umbers of rights were set at nought simply
because these subjects were taken up in a
hasty, improper, and ill-considered manner.
They were told the other day by that deputation that 40 per cent. of the horses
belonging to the Government that were
shod werc now lame, and the Minister at
once said that that was shocking. But it
was not the state of the law, it was simply
bad administration. If the department
which was concerned knew that this
miserable process of shoeing horses by
tender had, as it appeared, resulted in
laming 40 pel' cent. of the Government
horses, sl1rely the Minister who was responsible should have disqualified those
persons who had done that in the past,
and not permitted them to tender. If it was
found that some of those who had tendered
had caused that trouble the Government
should make some inquiry as to their
fitness, and in those cases should not
aceept the lowest tender.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'.-It is another case
of the evil of the contractor.
Mr. LEVIEN said it was not so at all, it
was simply bad administration. Enoughhad
been said to satisfy him that some further
inquiry was necessary into the matter
debated to-night. He was not going to
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make up his mind at the present moment,
but if all the. information was made available, he had no fear that the House would
not see that justice was done. He hoped
the debate would be adjourQed.
Mr. BURTON stated that it was not
his intention to deal with the subject in
the broad way in which it had been dealt
with by many honorable members, beginning with nearly the first planting of vines
in the colony, and proceeding up to the
yery last stage of the coming into operatioH of the present Act. He must, however, draw the attention of the House to
the fact that the assertion that this Act
was passed in a hurry in the dying hours
of the last Parliament had no bearingwhatever on the matter which the Hous~
was now discussing, because the attitude
of honorable members, the attitude
of the House, and the at~itnde of the
late Minister of Agriculture was not
ehanged by one single iota with regard to
the subject which was now being
discussed -that of salicylic acid. rrhere
was never any change of opinion in regard
to that, whatever there might have been
with regard to other matters incorporated
in the Act. From the very first sounding
of the note of alarm that the great bulk
of the wine of this State was being
adulterated very largely with salicylic
acid-from the moment tha.t that was
announced in the press, up to the timc
when the Act was passed, there was only
one thought in the minds of persons who
had an interest in the wine industry, and
that thought was-" We must do something to prevent this unfair dealing, this
use of a drug which all the medical testimony that has been brought before the
House, and everywhere else, has shown to
be a deleterious drug." He would ask
whether honora'klle members were in doubt
whether this was a deleterious drug or not 1
""Vas there any don bt left in the minds
of honorable members, notwithstanding
all the evidence of the experts on the subject that it was deleterious to health?
Surely there was not. They were all of that
opinion. If honorable members accepted
that yiew of the case they got down to
the point whether it had been a proper
thing to denaturate Mr. Del'avin:s winc.
rrhat gentleman, whose character had been
so highly spoken of, and who was a worthy
man in every respect, had been using a
method of maturing ,vine which was
much cheaper than his neighbours. Mr.
Deruyin, by the use of salicylic acid,
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was able to accomplish for 2s. what cost
other vignerons who complied with law
£5. H,lving enjoyed that advantagenot illegally all the time, but certainly a
great advantage so far as the sa.le of his
commodity was concemed--Ml'. Del'avin
hid been ablo for some time to undersell
all his competitors in the trade in respect
to the class of wine which he produced.
~fr. LA7,ARus.-He was sllccessful in
the competition because of the snperior
article he produced.
Mr. BURTON said he was not going to
speak against :Mr. Deravin's wine, but all
that he would say was that he (Mr. Burton)
had been drinking wille for years, and
could say that he had tasteu Mr. Demvin's
wine and had not cared for it. 'Vhat,
however, he rose to do was to combat the
idea that Mr. Deravin had suffered any
serious loss, because he had for years
enjoyed the use of salicylic acid which had
enabled him to undersell his competitors.
Mr. LANoDoN.-vVhat reason is that for
destroyin~ the bala.nce of his wine ~
Mr. BUR/rON said that it had boen asserted that l\1:r. Dcravin's \\'ine had been
destroyed. On that point he might say
that although the wine had been denaturated, it had still got its di~tillation value.
There had been some little confusion
created in the minds of honorable mem bers
by the diffc!'ence between the statemeuts
ma,de by the honorable member for Sandhurst (Mr. Lazarus) and the Premier. It
had been said that Mr. Deravin had applied for a vigneron's distillati0n £5
licence, which would have enabled him to
distil his own wine, but that it had been
refused. The reason that licence had been
refused was that Mr. Deravin's vineyard
was not 10 auras in extent, and that was
the minimum area that a vigneron eould
have if he wished to obtain a distillation
licence. That explained the Jiffcrence between the two i:itaJcments, and what wa'S
conceded to :Mr. Del'~tvin was that if his
wille were distilled elsewhere the spirit resulting from the distillation could be taken
back to his vineyard and stored there, if
he made his cellar Ii bonded cellar. 'Vbat
Mr. Deravin \\'[mted and what he sought
to obtain was power to distil the wine
which had been denaturated. Had th:.tt
vigneron obtained permission to have done
so, he would have distilled his 0\V1,l wille,
and the point whiqh he (Mr. Burton)
,vishcd to emphasize was that although
Mr. Deravin had been told he could
not distil his wine on his own premises
Session 1901.-[77]
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there was nothing to prevent him having
it distilled elsewhere or selling it for distillation. In any case Mr. Deravin wonld
obtain the distillation value of the wille,
and that was what he sought to obtain
when he asked to be allowed to dii5til it
himself, and thus obtain the spirit contained in the wille. Mr. Deravin a!:lked to
be permitted to distil the wine and take
the spirit out of it.
1\11'. BAILEs.-None of his friends said
that. What I said was that he applied
for a liGence, alld it was refused.
nIr. BURTON said that he would like
to &t!:\k what Mr. Deravin wanted a distillation licence for if it were not to di:'>til the
wine and tul\:e the spirit out of it ~ Had
tbe spirit in the wine been destroyed by
the denatnra.tion of the l\'ine then he'
could have understood an application
bein~ made for compensation to reconp
Mr. Dcnwin the valne of the spirit that
had been contained in the wine. But. that
had not been done, as the wine had still
its distillation value.
Mr. BAILEs.-The value of the wine bas
been reduced from 5s. to fid. per gallon.
Mr. BUR~rON said that the Premier
had not quite clea,r1y understood the p:)sition, and that had given rise to the difference in the statements made by hi:'> colleague and the honorable member for
Sa,ndhurst (Mr. Lazarus). 'Mr. Deravin
cOllld have his spirit distilleu and returned
to his cellar if he made the place a bonded
cellar.
Mr. LAzAuus. -'l'hat is a very different
statement.
Mr. BURTON said t.h:tt he hoped his
explanation had accounted for the varying
stat.em('nts.
Mr. LAZARUS stated that he would
be willing, on behalf of t.he honorable
member for Sandhurst Sonth, to withdraw
his proposal if the Premier would undert.ake to inquire into the different statements \\'hieh had been made, and lay the
result of his inquiry before the House.
Mr. PEACOCK said that whether the
honorable menlber made the request or not,
he would certainly illquire into allY statements made in the House where they were
in conflict so as to ascertain the trlle position of affairs. In all importa.nt matters,
where there was any confliGt of statement,
it was the practice of the Secretary to the
Premier to bring them under hi~ (Ur.
Peacock's) notice, as that officer read
Ifansard through each week to see w bethel'
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there were any discrepancies in the statements so that they might be looked into.
Mr. LAZARUS.--- 'Vhen you have lOQked
into the matter, will you submit the result
to the House?
Mr. PEACOCK said that he would
COtnmunicate the result to the honorable
member, and if he were not satisfied he
could then bring the matter again before
the House.
Mr. Sterry's proposition was withdrawn.
PURCHASE OF EURACK ESTATE.
Mr. DUGGAN laid on the table of the
Bouse a "copy of a provisional contract
made by the Minister of Lands, on behalf
of the Board of Land and "Vorks, with
Robert Chil'l1side, ESq \lire, dated the 21 st
day of August, 1901, for tho purchase of
the Eurack Estate, for the purpose of
closer Rettlel1lent; togethel' with a
statement giving the pa,rticulars prescribed by section 155 of tho Land Act
1898 in respect of the land illcluded in the
said provisional contract."
EXPORTED PRODUCTS ACT 1898
AMENDMENT BILL.
The debate un Mr. Morrissey's motion
for the second reading of this Bill
(adjonrned from August 28), was reo
sumed.
Mr. OMAN.-'Vhen I was interrupted
last night by the time for private members' business having arrived, I was dealing with a proposal of the Minister of
Agriculture to place a certain quality of
butter in the second class, and I referred
to the fact that at present a very small
quantity of butter is so placed. I also
said that I hardly thought that anything was gained by the export of
those few tOllS of pastry butter. I did
not, however, want to convey the imprci::lsion that we should consume the whole of
the inferior butter made in Victoria; hut
1 du say that if the butter is not fit for
consumption, it should neither be sent
awny from these shores, nor should it be
utilized for home consumpti~m.
The
grading clause of this Bill is the one ill
\rhich interest generally centres.
Last
year 11,461 toms of 'butter were exported
from this State; and if the proposal contailled ill t he Bill had been in force last
~eHsoll,· 933 tOllS of that butter would
have been graded in n, different class; and
I maintain, therefore, that the system of
grading is justified.
I am surprised
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that those who are so deeply interested in the industry are opposing
the grading proposal. 'Ve all know that
these me11, from their prar.tical experience,
know the advantage to be derived from
grading wool into proper classes, and I do
not think for a moment tbat the placing
of this butter in the second class will deteriorate the value of it. I think it will
enable our first-class butter to be placed
on the Ellglish market under hetter conditions. It will be more uniform aud
even ill quality. Therefore I thiuk the
proposal introduced in the Bill to grade
the butter before export is a wise one,
which 1 am justified in supporting.
Mr. LEVIEs.-\Vhat proposal ~
Mr. OMAN.-To grade it into two
classes. The honorable member for N umurkah desired to brand butter" milled"
and "factory." That is a more drastic
proposal than the one fmbmitted iu the
measure now before the Huuse. Honorable members could easil v understa.nd if
there were only two bra~ds-" milled"
and "factory"- that the butter made by
a largo number of dairymen, who cannot
have their butter manufar.tured at a
factory or milled, would be debarred
under such a proposition from having
their butter branded by the Government.
I
admit that branding the butter
" milled" and "factory" will possibly
'secure more for the industry than by
branding it ill thi manner desired by the
Minister of Agriculture uuder the provisions of this Bill.
But I think we
should, consider eyery interest, and that
we should grade t.he butter according
to its qUhlity, and not according
to any particular method of manufac·
ture, whether at a factory or by being
milled. I do not think, however, that it
is in the interests of the butter industry
that milled butter manufactured in MelbOl1rne should be placed on the London
market and branded with the name of a
fictitious factory. I do llot think it. is in
the interests of the country producers
that such a thing as that should be encouraged, and if the Government is prepared to accept the suggestion of the
honorable member for N umnrkah, and
brand all hutter exported either" factory"
or "milled," so anxious ntU I to see
this industry safeguarded, that I would be
quite prepared to support that, although
I think an injustice would be done to a
large number of dairymen who can neither
have their butter made ill factories, nor
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have an opportunity of having the butter
milled. The honorable member for
Kyneton admitted that there was a sentimental value attaching to the Govern11lent bmnd. 'oN e all know that that is
so, and J. belie\'e the whole of the butter
factories as well as the produeers
of this State like to haye the Government brand placed on their butter.
I do nut think. that they desire that
their produce should leave the State without the Government stamp. I think we
should aim at establishing our Victorian
Governmellt brand on the market, a.nd I
do not thin k we shall secure that end by
branding almost the whole of the butter
leaving these shores as of the first dass.
No business man would adopt that
principle, for it is against the hest
interests of the trade. I would not objeet
if there was not a, range of from 75s. to
125s. ill the value. The factories jealously
guard their brands, and I am satisfied
the State r1hould also be very careful to gnard it.s brand. We have a
reputation ~o lose, and we shall lose our
reputation if we mark our produce with a
brand that really means nothing. The
only purpose of the brand is to enable
the producer to place his prodnce on the
foreign market to advantage, and to indicate that the Government approve of his
produce as being fit for export. If we
continue to act .as we have been acting
there is not the least doubt that in a few
years the Government brand will be of
very little value. The Government are
wise in protecting ollr export traqe, and
sinoe federation has been accomF'lished I
maintain that it is more necessary thah
ever that our export trade should be encouraged in every posHible way. A
majority of the
farmers of this
State, although they voted for federation, realized that when federation
was brought about they would have to com·
pote with the whole continent. Becanse
of this, I insist that the Governmen t of
the day are justified in guarding the iu- .
dustries of this Sta,te, and encouraging
theso indnstries as much as possible. vVo
should remember that Victoria is the
garden of Australia, and that we are specially circumstanced.
r:rhis industry is
worth a great deal to the State, and it i~
in particular of great value to the rail·
ways.
It means an increase in the traffic
which passes over the railway, and it
swells the passenger traffic even more than
it does the traffic of other descriptions.
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We have recently had a largely increased
settlement on the lands, and I am sure
that this House will admit that this is astep in the right direction. "Ve have
further had a, good deal of prosperity in
the township8 thr.oughollt the western
district and, indeed, throughout the
w holo State new life has been infused
int.\) these places, which have had to
strugl!Jo on for yeard. This improvement
is owing to the dail'ying industry, and I
feel that much of the credit is due to
those land-holders who subdivided their
estates for this purpose. They settled a
good class of men on the land, for
they were careful to pick out suitable
temtnts, and they have given every
encouragement they could for the promotion of the dairying industry. This is
an industry which ties people's hauds to
some extent, for the men engaged in it
have to work seven days in the week.
They have
to be on the
spot
continually. I know that a number of
members are afraid that the factory legis.
lation might be extended to the dairying
industry, but T am convinced that we have
nothing to fear in that direction. 'Ve
have to remember that a dairyman is at
tho mercy of his employes, and that jf
they refui=lt-! to milk he must come to
terms, and come to terms quickly, because
he cannot allow his cows to stand in the
yard without being milked. The people
who have gone into the industry ill con8eq uence of the subdivision of estates have
shown that they deserved the ind ucements
which the land-holders have held out to
them. The proprietors have had to inonr
an enormous outlay in improvements to
enable these people to enter into the
industry, and for this, of course, they are
receiving their rent; but, considering all
the circumstances, I say that they have
not charged a high rate. They have
received a very much greater return for
their nutlay than the'y expected, bllt when
the industry originally commenced it was
not the certainty it is to·dtty. It was
admitted then on all hands that there was a
certain risk, and that possibly the industry might not flourish. It, however, has
flourished, and much of the credit for this
is due to the land-owners who have placed
such a large number of people on the
lands of the State. I would be the very
last to vote for this measure if I believed
it would in any way injure the industry.
I am striving to secure the passage
of this measure, be.cause I believe it
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'will be to the advantage of the factories
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Their interests are not the interests of t.he
throughout the country districts. I all} dairymen. In faet, I think these respec,quite satisfied that both sides of the House tive iutel'ests are opposed to eat:h other,
will combinc to place legislation on the This Bill, I consider, has two objects.
'Statute-book that will meet the circum- One is to properly classify the butter
stances of the ind ustry and place it on a leaving the State for foreign markets,
sound footing. ,"Ve do not want to hamper and the other is to improve the qun.lity of
the producer in any way, nor do we wish the butter by holding ont an incentive to
to discourage a large number of people our butter producers to turn out a better
who at present c<!>utemplate going into the article. If this Bill had been in operation
industry. From this industry we have last year it would have had a very
an annual return of something like apprcciable effect, for whereas only 25
£3,500,000, and 110 less than £250,000 tons of butter from the co-operative
of that represents the yield of my factorie3 left the State as second-class
own electorate. I trust that this measure butter, the quantity of second-class
will beeome law, and I think that in a butter that went from the proprietary
very short period even those who are companies, including the butter dealers
It is
opposing it will recognise that it is legis- of this Statc, was 860, tons.
lation which confers great benefit upon because of this that I say this Bill is
them. I of course recognise that this not in the inter.ests of the butter dealers,
measure Wi1l11ot be placed on the statute- but in the interest of the producers and
book as expeditiously as another l'neasure the butter factories in the country diswhich bas been under discussion to-night. tricts. I am at a loss to understand why
We have had this measure before us' for the Dairymen\; Association opposes this
S(lnle time, and I think weare likely to haveit Bill. 1 do rlOt believe that that a~socia
for some time still, there being a large num· tion represents the dairymen \If the State,
ber of members who yet wish to speak upon and I am q llite certain that it does
it. That being so, I shallllot take up more not so far as my own district is concerned,
of the time of the House with the expression because the dairymen in that district are
of my own opinions upon this measure, but wholly in favour of this Bill, and believe
I did feel that as this was a question that the provisions in this Bill will beneaffecting so closely the interests of a large fit them as producers, 'rhe pOl:iition as
number of settlers in my own electorate, it between the Dairymen's Association and
was my duty to place my views before' this the butter agents reminds me of a book
House in order to show that, while I was that .I read the other day, entitled :l'he
perhaps not acting in accordance with the StTan.qe ExpeTiences of Felix Venhoyle.
wish of many of the fa.ctories, I was at; As narrated in that book this individual
any rate actuated by motives quite as had tl~c peculiar power of transferring his
disembodied shade into the earthly habitahonest as their own.
Mr. DUFFUS.-I intend to vote for tions of other individuals whose spirits
this Bill, becauso I believe it is a measure had fled, and in that condition he was able
in the interests of the producers. The to carry out some very wonderl'1.l1 thii:gs.
honorable member for Kyneton appeared It appears to me that the disembodied
to have been the mouth-piece of the Dairy- shade of the Melbonrne butter agents has
men's Association, with the object of been transferred into the Dairymen's
securing the defeat of this Bill. If I was Association, and t hat the association is
not aware that that honorable member lol.ffected to a very great extent by the
represents the Dairymen's Association, I butter agents in Melbourne. I think that
certainly would Imve said that he held a is why the opposition to the Bill has, to a
brief from the Melbourne butter agents, very great extent, been brought about.
because I am of opinion that the Mel- My impressioll is that the operations of
bourne butter agents are very largely the Melbourne butter agents do more
interested in opposing this legislation. than anything else to bring discredit on
The Bill, however, is entirely in the the butter industry. 'rhis is what takes
Melbourtle
interests of those whom the Dairvmen's place: 'rho dealers of
Association is supposed t.o rep!'esent. The attend the auction rooms, and they
Melbourne butter agents are a very strong buy up the butter there. After the
body.
They have a large amount of auction sale is over these dealers fremoney at their back, and they exercise a , qllently buy up at a very low price all the
great influence throughout the State. butter that is left. This is taken down
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.to their blending stores, where it is
.mixed. The butter is brouuht, in with
'the paper and the cloths cJi~ging to it,
.aud it is not n very enticing lookiug
.article. The men are there with their
sleeve5. rolled IIp to their shoulders, and
they take this butter, holding it at a 1'e;spectable distance from their noses. It
.is thrown into various vats, and graded to
.a rough classificatiou of quality. It is
.next blended and mixed together, and
then it is packed into nice clean boxes,
.and branded with these fancy llames
which have been mentioned, and is ex:. iported as Victorian factory butter. rrhat
~s a thing- that should not be tolerated,
:and I think it is for the purposes of dis-couutenancing snch a system that thi8
Bill has been introduced. The Act we
are working under at present is not sufficient for this purpose, because it allows
butter, in fact, it compels butrer to be
branded by the classifiers-butter varying much in quality.
For instance,
butter, the selliug value of which would
vary about 15s. a cwt., or £15 a ton,
would all have to go out uf the State
under the same brand. There is no
()ther provision under the present law, and
it all has to leave Victoria as "approved
for export." . Now, with this measure in
force, our bu tter testers would be in a
position to classify that butter according
to its value.
Mr. LEVn:X.-N o.
Mr. DUFFUS.-Not according to its
value, but aecording to the qnality of the
butter. I do not mean to say th~t the
brand that would be put on the butter
would meau the placing of a valuation
upon it, but it would allow of butter to
leave the State under a certain elassi6cation. For illstance, when the butter art'ivcd in the old country, if a buyer thero
.wanted to purchase the best class of
tutter, he would find it, under this Bill,
:amongst the butter branded with three
-crowns. If he wanted ordinary butter,
he would find it branded with two
pOOl'
-ero w us ; and if he wan ted
butler,
but
still butter
fit
for
human consumption, he would find it
branded as pftstry butter. That, I think,
wonld be a great advantage, and one
which it is desirable to pass this Rill to
achieve. Now, the other great object to
be gained, I think, by the Bill is the
incentive that will be held out to our
butter producers and to our factory
managers to turn out a good article. At
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the present time a careless illcompetent
factory manager call r:;ay-" 1\1y butter is
as good as other favorite brands exported
from the State, as, for instance, Kyneton
butter, or Rosebrook butter, or butter
from any other of the principal factories,
for the reason that all lea\'o the State
uuder the same brand"; but if the
classification was carried out whioh is
provided for in this Bill, there wou leI be a
standard that factory managers would aim
at attaining. N one of the managers would
like to see their butter leave tho State
as second-dass butter. They wonld all
like to have their blltter exported under
t.he " Three Crowns" brand, alld I believe
that would be a means of improving the
quality of Ollr butter very materially.
Under the present system, by which
butter leaves here under the one brand,
but varying very much in quality, ;:;ay
that a Cllstomer enters a retail shop in the
old country for the purpose of buying a
ponnd of butter. Afterwards, on taking
the butter home ~l.l1d consuming: it, he
finds it is not up to the average -quality.
He goes back to the establishment,
and on making complaint about the matter, there is pointed out to him, as a
guarantee that the butter is the best
(plality, the brand on the box "Approved
for Export." It is butter with this brand
whieh he has alwayr:; previously been in
the habit of using and has al ways found
first class. But in this case, owing to the
varying quality of butter which is permitted to bear that brand, he obtains inferior butter. Now, that is a thing which
could not take place under a propel'
system of classi6cation, and I aln very
glad to say that the Government have recently appointed two officers for the purpose of instructing our factory managers
throughout the State. I am sure that a
very great amount of benefit will be derived from that step, and that, taken in
connexion with the inducement there
wonld be to bring all butters up to tho
first·class standard, it will have a very
beneficial result throughout our factories.
I am also yery glad to be able to say that
in Mr. Crowe, of the Export department,
the Government have a first-class officer,
- a man, I am sure, that the da.irymen
throughout the State, amongst whom he
if:! very la,rgely known, have the very
greatest confidence in. 1 hope that he
will have an opportunity, under this Bill,
of carrying the good work he has dOlle in
the past still further. I certainly hope that
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the measure will be carried into law, and
I am quite sure that if it is, the Dairymen's Association will be convinced after
it has been in operation for some time
that they have been wrong in opposing it,
and will find that it will prove to be in
the best interests of the dairymen and
producers of Victoria.
Mr. BARBOUR.-It may arpear presumption on the part of a mere citizen
to interfere in a matt-er which is truly
rural. I do not pretend to speak as a
technical expert, because my experience in
butter-making is confined to the fact of
my having ma.de on one occasion a pound
of Dutter in a churn, which, of course,
was recognised as the best butter ever
made in Tasmania up to that particular
period.
Mr. SADLER.-How long did it take
you ~
Mr. BARBOUR.-I wonld not like to
tell the honorable member. Certainly I
would not like to do butter-making at
piece-work. How1:lver, on this question
I desire to speak from a consumer's point
of view. We have the doctors differing
on both sides of this question, and, of
course, "when doctors differ who sha11
decide." But simply as a consumer of
butter I would like to put before the
Honse how the matter strikes me. 'Ve
all recognise that dairying has been the
salvation of the farmer up to now.
The ad\Tantage to the dairy farmer can
only be continued by his retainillg a very
high reputation for making good butter.
That 011ce gone, the advantage will altogether disappear. r therefore put it that
it is desirable in the interests, not Qnly of
the farmer himself, but of the State at
large, that the very high standard which
first-class Victorian butter has atta.ined
should be retained.
I recognise that in
aU other lines of life it is the rule to
stamp things. The Government begin by
stamping our coins and our weights and
measures.
Pri vate people follow by
stamping the a.rticles of good quality
which they produce. We have, for instance, Horrocks for long cloths, Rodgers
for knives, and so on, these names representmg a standard which assures their
quality. I think that the rule which
obtains in connexion with other lines of
life should not be made an exception ill
the matter of dairying affairs.. I would.
respectfnlly point out to those who advocate the non-interference of the Government in these matters that the tendency
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of nOll-interference would be to deterioratethe value of the present articles, because
Qne man, either needy, soedy, or greedy,
might spoil the reputation of the whole
State-it is very easy to do harm,
while it is hard to do good.
I feel surethat the Government are acting wisely
in supervising this very important department of industry. 'Ve must recognise the·
fact that, in connexion with the manufactnre of any other article, when the mark is.
put upon it by the maker it is becanse bo
is proud of it-he is not ashamed of it; but
when there il':i no mark on the article it is.
generally the desire of the maker that it
should be put through in a surreptitious.
manner, because it is of an inferior
character. 1 venture to say that, in
addition to the ordinary advantage of
having a mark placed upon butter, thefact of the mark being placed upon it by
the State gives the article not only a
sentimental, but a practical value that .
will be highly appreciated by every dairyman throughout the State, and I believe
that even those who are now opposing
this Bill to the bitter end will live to bless
the fact that such a measure came into
existence.
Mr. MADDEN.-I did not intend to·
speak 011 this subject at. all, but I feel
that the House is bein~ drawn into two·
camps, and it is n, pit.y on a national
subject like this that there should be any
conflict of that killd. It seems to me that
certain attacks are being made on theassocia.ti(lll known as the Dairymen's Association, and some very hard and bitter'
things have beel) said with regard to the·
people constituting that body. I do not
know myself who they arc, but I know
this, that the honorable member for
Kyneton, who is cOllnected with the butterfactory there-a thoroughly country factory in one of the most prosperous and
best farming districts of the State-has
been the chief opponent of this Bill, al~d'
I do not see why his name should be·
mixed up with the Dairymen's Association. Surely. as a practical farmer and
the manager of a butter factory, he ought
to kn()w what is best, of course from hispoint of vie\y, for the industry general1)o.
Then we have, on the other side, the hon~rable member for Benalla, equally wen
qualified and equally tfcll equipped. who-.
is diametrically opposed to the honora ble·
member for Kyneton. Under these circulllstances, it is very hard for laymen who d()
not know much about butter to dccide_
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Mr. GRAHA1If.-YOIl know good butter
'when you get it.
Mr. MADDEN.-I know something
:about butter w hen I get it on the table,
but the process of making it i~ another
thing altogether. I ask, where we haye
these gentlemen, equally capable of j udging, equally well educated on the subject,
·di~agreeing, wha.t ought to be our course 1
I t.hink it should be to go back to first
If
principles, and leave well alone_
they differ so widely, why should we
interfere in a business that is prosperous
to-day, which was brought
into
existence
without any sueh
Act as this at all, and which is prospering
in spite of the Acts ,,,hich have been
l)(tssed with regard to it ~ \Vhen the
butter exportation was first started in
Victoria, there was no restriction of this
kind at all. The farmers recognised, possibly under Government as~istance and
<iirection, that there was a great future
for butter in Victoria, and the}' put cows
{)ll their land which previol1i::>ly hrtd held
;s11ee1' and cattle for fattening. That is now
some twelve years ago. From that time
ulltil now the farmers have been studyillg
the subject assiduously, and they have
have come to the same conclusion as the
butter-makers of Denmark-that the
business is to be learnt and brought to
perfecti~m by two powers-co-operation
.:anrl experience. 'Vhen they saw the
benefit of co-operation, and recognized the
poor methods which they had pursued
before the butter factory came into
-existence, they very soon realized, be·cause the thing touched them in a
vital part-their breeches pocket-that
the butter industry to be perfect mast
~)e carried on on co-operatiye principles.
Alld they presently had their butter faetories. Frotn that stage, by a process of
evolution, cametbc creameries. Theyfound
that \\'he1'e the dairy farmers :had to send
their milk a very long way to the uutter
factory, they did not get the same resul t
.as was got where the farmers had a
-creamery close at hand. Before that they
:got wbat they now recognise as the curse
-of the butter ind ustry, the hand sej:>arator.
Mr. HALL --I t is unavoidable though.
Mr. MADDEN.-No, not always. They
have to use the hand separator at present
to some extent, bnt they recognise that it
is a far less effective means of dealing
with the milk than separating the cream
.at a creamery, and wherever possible they
:are getting small creameries established in
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order that the cream may go in bulk to
the butter factory. 'rhey are also improvingtheirpasturesaud growing foodior their
cows, because they find that necessary both
for winter and summer. Thus the butter
industry is being developed in a proper
and legitimate way. It wenId therefore
be a great pity for IlS to do anything that
would injure the farmer by preventing
him from getting the very best returns
from his product. 'rhe proposal of the
Government is to grade the butter into
three classes, first, second, and inferior.
N O\V I can see 110 reRlly good object in
that at all. In tile first place, the man
who tests it here has no responsibility,
and there is no check upon him. He can
grade the butter in any class he pleases,
because it is not examined here nfter he
has examined it. If it pleases him to do
so, he ean put it in one chtss or another
at his own sweet will. Then it is branded
as bu tter of that class, and goes ou t of
Victoria. How different is tho position
of the buyer at home. The butter i~
there for him to buy; it cannot come
back to Victoria. There is no protection of the Victorian dairy farmer
in London.
His butter is there to
bo sold for whatever it will bring.
It must be disposed of. That is the
position of the seller. How different is
the position of the buyer. He need not
buy the butter unless he can get it at his
own price or at what he considers its true
value, and he certainl,r will not give more
than that for it. You may brand it. with
all the roses, battle-axes, and crowns yon
like, but there is onl'y one thing the
LOlldon buyer will trust, and tbat is his
own taste. He will depend on his tryer.
"Taste and try before yon buy" is his
maxim, and the only law he recognises.
Y on may put all sorts of brands on yonr
butter. You may tell him that yon are
his brother or his kinsman, but he will
not trust YOIl any more than he would
trust a blackfellow. 'rherefore it is 110
use your puttillg superfine brands on the
butter you send to England, because they
will not enhance the value or selling price
of 1he butter, and, as you know, "selfpraise is no recommendation." But, once
you make the admission that your
butter is second class, you gi ve the
London buyer a lever to depres~
its market value down to the lowest
depths. He will say-" Yon admit that
this is inferior butter. Of course YOll
make the best butter yon can in Victoria,
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but after all yon acknowledge that it
is inforior butter, and that it cannot
compete with tho best Danitih." That is
the argument he will use w hen he finds
your butter briwded second class, and a
very sound argument it is from his point
of view.
MI'. MORRISSEY.-Bnt you admit that
he will buy that second·cla~s butter also
on it·s quality-that there is competition
for that sort of butter also.
Mr. MADDEN. - Yes, but. he will
depreciate its market value, and he .and
his fellow bnyel'i:i will also make rings
agaillst it.
Mr. MOHRI:-3SEY.-Bnt are his competitors likely to let him have that butter at
less than its value?
Mr. MADDEN.-I say that by brand·
ing your butter in that way you depreciate
its market value.
Mr. MORRISSEY -But the competition
of the buyers would regulate the market
value.
Mr. ~1ADDEN.-11hen what is the use
of your brand?
Mr. MORlUSSEY.- It will be of v::llue at
this end, because it will give a stimulus
to ollr producers to endeavlOur to turn out
butter worthy to be classed under the
highest brand.
Mr. MADDEN.-The only real stimulus to our butter producers is the price
realized at home. 1£ the butter of one
fac;tol',Y fetchesl12s. per cwt. and the butter
of another factory realizes only 108s. !Jer
cwt., the fact that the latter are getting
4s. per cwt. less for their butter than the
former will make them try to find ont the
why and the wherefure of the difference. I
am opposed to any unnecessary in terference
with what I consider a very prosperous
and valuable industry of Victoria, and
I think that the system now prop()sed
will turn out to be not grading, but degrading our butter. I look upon it as a
very dangerous process indeed. ThisBill
is not for the protection of the Victorian
hutter producers at all; it callnot affect
them; it is only for the protection of the
London butter merchant. By branding
butter first class, you say to him--" There
is where you must look for our best. butter,"
but then you brand some of your butter
second class, and give him a handle to
depreciate the market value of all your
butter that is so branded.
Mr. MURRAY.-\Vill not the fact of some
of our butter being branded second class
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have the effect of making its producertry to turn out a better quality of buttor?
Mr. MADDEN.-His own interests will
prompt him to make the best butter he
can.
Mr. .MUIlRAY.-Bl1t if it is only secondclass hllUer, would it be honest for him
to :-e11 it aB tint class.
Mr. MADDEN.-If he can do so, it is.
honest enough. He has the right to namethe selling price, but when it is sent to,
London for sale he will have to take what
he can get for it.
.Mr. .MURRAY.- Will the stamping of
the bu t.ter affect the 8elling price in
London ~
Mr. MADDEN".-I thillk it will affect
the selling price, but injuriou~ly, and not to·
the seller's ad vant.age.
Mr. MURRAY.-You say that butter
stamped as first class will be bought ill
London on its real valne, in the judgment
of the buyer, without regard to the brand,
but that if it is stamped second class it will
fetch less than its real va.lne, in which
case the buyer will have had regard tothe brand. The two statements are Dot
c01lsistent.
Mr. M.ADDEN. - First-class butter,
even if branded second class, may bring
its real valno, but in branding it sec;ond
class yon give the buyer an opportunity
of decrying the quality of the butter. By
branding butter second class you admit.
that it. is of inferigr quality, aed you must
remember that a man's admissions aro·
always taken against him, whether in a
conrt of law or anywhere else. You want
to protect the poor simple-minded buttel~
buyer ill London who does not know allythiug about butter, auc1, therefore, will
rely on yonI' stil.tements. 'VhatlJOnsense~
I will tell yon a story of an incident
thn.t OCClllTL'(l in regard to the buying'
and selling of butter in the early days of
Victorin.. It relates to a consignment of
"double ro~e " butter which came from
Cork, alJd was branded with a double rosein the same way as you propose to brand
blltt.er here with a double crown.
Mr. 11.URRAY.-It ought to have been
branded with a double shamrock if it
came from COriL
Mr. MADDEN.-It was in the days of
sailing ships, which came in irregularly,.
and the irreguhuity of their arrival caused
the market price to fluctuate a ~ood deaL
TilCre was an up·country firm, llleed not;
mention their name or their nationality,
but they were very shrewd sharp people.

Exported Products Act

[29 AUG., 1901.]

"rbat firm had ordered a large consignment
of butter from London. In tbe meantime,
t.wo or three shipments of butter arrived
in other vessels, and there was, consequently, a bit of a slump in the market.
So that up-country firm found they were
apparently in for making a heavy loss. But
they beld a council of war, and decided that
they did not intend to lose, whatever happened. They resolved to send to Melbourne
a member of the firm to inspect the butter
and settle about it in some sbape or form.
He came to town, as the shippers' agent
expected, when the vessel was reported
at the Heads, went to the man who was
in charge of 1Ihe consignment., and
who was to be paid for it on delivery,
and said-" I think that butter will be
all right, and we are very anxious
to get it, because we are very hard-up for
it." The agent was surprised, and said:
"I thought there was rather a fall ill
the price of· butter? ;, The buyer replied: "Oh, that is only temporary; and
we are very anxious to get the butter."
Presently the ship arrived at the pier, and
the firkins of butter were duly unloaded.
The buyer produced a brigbt new butter
tryer, and u. llew pocket handkercbief,
with which be kept polishing up the
tryer. Presently the head of one of the
firkins was kllocked off for him to taste
the butter. In his pocket handkerchief,
with which he had polished the tryer,
there was concealed a tallow candle, which
he carefully rubbed on the tryer before
plunging it into the butter. Then he
drew out the tryer, put it to his nose, and
exclaimed: "Oh, Lord, this has gone
wrong," and handed the tryer to the
man who was selling the butter, to smell.
And, of course, he had to admit that the
butter was "a bit of1'.?' But the butter
buyer said - " It would not be fair to try
only one firkin; we will try another. "
However, after he had cleaned and
polished up the tryer, he took care to rub
the tallow candle on it again before plugging it into the second firkin, and, of
course, the result was precisely the same
as before. 'fhe man in charge of the
butter recognised that he could not
compel the buyer to take it in that condition, and, therefore, that he would have
to sell it for what it \yollld fetch, with the
result that the buyer got it for about 01lCthird of its valne. Of course, that buyer
did not wrmt any protection; he could take
care of himself, and there are many like
him among the butter buyers in London.
Ses8ion 1961.--[78]
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Mr. vVARDE.-Is he a member of the·
D pper House now 1
Mr. MADDEN.-No; he is not.
I
believe and trust that he has gone to a
nameless place, which we call elsew here.
I submit that our clear duty to Ollrbutter producers is to help them to get
the best price they honestly can for their
produce, and the best way we can do that,.
is to put their consignments of butter in
the best freezmg chambers, send it home
by the fastest steamers, and otherwise interfere with them as little as possible.
. Mr. HOLDEN.-,-I agree with the Miuister of Agriculture and other honorable·
members who have said that we ought to.
do all we can to assist and encourage our
great butter industry in every possible·
way, but I am afraid that this Bill, in its.
present form, will not assist or encourage·
the butter industry. In my opinion you
cannot properly grade butter for thehome market at this end and say what it
will turn out in six or eight weeks'
time.
Mr. McKENzIE.-Hear, hear. That is.
the whole thing.
Mr. HOLDEN.-That is certainly my
opinion. I am opposed to the 4 th clause
on the ground t.ha.t you cannot properly
grade butter here and say what quality it
will be ·wben it reaches England. Theother clauses of the Bill, with some slight.
amendments, will no doubt do some good.
').1he honorable member for Benalla said
that the Bill proposed to grade as "Choice·
Victorian" butter which received from 90 to·
100 points. ~ell, I think that butter that
can only gain 90 points out of a possible100 is anything but ehoice. Butter that
is awarded from 95 to 100 points may bechoice. I notice in the return circulated
by the Minister that the ml1jority of the
consignments of "Choice" butter from theco-operative factories got 95 to 100 points,
and a large quantity of the "Choice ".
butter from the proprietary faatories and
firms only 90 to 95 points, so tha.t really
the grading c1a. 1.lse in this Bill will operatein the intere~ts of the proprietary factories
and firms, and against the int.erests of the
co-operative fadories. I find that 1,636
out of a total of 5,000 tOllS from the proprietary factories and firms, graded as
"Choice" bntter, got between 90 and 95
points, whereas ollly about 364 tOllS out of
a total of 6,000 tons from the co-operativc
factories, gra.ded as "Choice" butter, got
from 90 to 95 points, so that the grading clause must operate to the advantage
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()f the proprietary factories and firms, and to packed, and that no butter rejected at the
the disadvantage of the co-operative freezing works or marked "pastry" by
factories. I should like to see a check on the inspector, and then taken away from
mixed milled butter shipped as factory the freezilllg works, as is done now, should
butter, and I think that it could best be be mixed with better butter and then
·done by insisting that every case of bLltter exported. The inspectors should prevent
shall be marked with the packer's name the mixing of rejected butter with better
and address. A consignment of butter butter.
manufactured by a certain factory should
Mr. MURRAY.-How can you prevent
be stamped "Manufactured by such and that ~
such a faotory." If a consignment of
Mr. HOLDEN.-Some steps should be
butter is simply changed from one set of taken to prevent the mixing of pastry
·cases into another set; of cases by a Mel- butter with better butter for export. In
bourne firm, it should bear the name of the interests of the export industry it is
that Melbourne firnl, and be stamped very important that the mixing of pastry
"Packed by such and such a firm."
A butter with something better, which
·consignment of butter that is mixed or mixture may be marked "Approved for
milled should be stamped "Mixed and export," should be prevented.
packed by snch and such a firm." I venMr. MURRAy.-Compel the exporter to
ture to think that if that plan was insisted export that as pastry butter.
·on, no firm would send inferior butter to
Mr. HOLDEN.-I think there is no
England, because it would injure their douht that 1II1e grading clauses will lead
name, and I believe that it would do more to an increase in the number of inspectors,
to encourage the butter industry of Vic- and we are really surrounded by inspectors
toria thaH all the grading at this end. now. There is no necessity for the grading,
The Minister stated-" The more rigid if we can preveut milling going on in
the supervision and the closer the Melbourne. I trust that the Minister
-classification, the greater confidence you will agree to amend the 4th clause, to
inspire on the part 0f the customers do away with the grading of the best
.as to the quality of the article butter into t'l\'O classes, draw the line a8 to
you are placing under their notice for what butter is to be approved for export,
sale." That is so. I agree with that.
allow anything under 90 down to 80
Later 011, when the objection was raised points to go unbranded, and to insist on
against grading, I think the Minister said all factories placing the name of the firm
he did not intend to go in for grading nor on their cases.
for a class discriminatioll.
Mr. J. HAHHIS.-I am afraid the
Mr. MORRISSEY.-There will be no honQrable member for Hawthorn has set
<;hance of carrying it.
•
South YalTa a bad example, but South
Mr. HOLDEN.-You are going to dis- Yarra makes butter as well as Hawthorn.
tinguish 80 point butter from 90 point South Y2rra does not export very much
butter.
butter, but is as anxious as Hawthorn to
Mr. MORRISSEY.-T do not Hay that.
get good butter. Like the honorable
Mr. HOLDEN.-Ninety point butter member, I am pleased that the Bill is not
will have the choice brand.
being rushed through the House. 'N e
Mr. MORRIssEY.-'!'he Bill says nothing had an instance brought under our notice
wi th regard to that.
to-night of the ill-effects of hurried legisMr. HOLDEN.-I think the Bill should lation. The Minister of Agriculture will
draw the line. I would like to see every not ha.ve that taunt thrown in his face in
case branded as I suggest, and all butter regard to this measure. I want to do
from 90 to 100 point smarked "Approved what I think should be done, bnt I am
for export," and anyt.hing under 90 points, somewhat at sea, like the honorable
which is saleable stuff, not marked at all. member for tbe Eastern Suburbs. "'N e are
Anything under 80 points should be told one thing by one member, and
marked "pastry." '!'hat wonld be the another thing by another. ,"Ye have the
best check Qn the quality of the butter Minister of Agriculture making an elothat will be exported. The firms will quent speech on behalf of the Bill, and
think a good deal more of having their supported by two ex-Minister~ of Agriculnames attached to their cases. I think ture, while we have a third ex-Minister of
the inspectors should have the right of Agriculture strongly condemning the Bill.
entry to all factories to see the butter I was very pleased to hear the able speech
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01)f the honorable member for Kyneton the
other nighi. He kne\V what he was talking about, and spoke as the mouth-piece
of the Dairymen's Association. I do not
think we ought to ignore that body. The
honorable member for N umurkah wl)uld
not intentionally mislead the House, but
he made a misstatement last night. He
said that the Dairymen's Association sent
out 200 circulars asking the factory
managers for their opinions on the Bill,
and that 29 answers were received in
favour of the Bill. That was a mistake.
I am assured on good authority that only
100 circulars were sent out, and that 31
answers were received, two favorable and
29 unfavorable to the Bill.
We have
all read the circular sent out by the
Dairymen's Association, and they use
st.roug language in condemning the proposals of the Bill. They say the Bill would
jeopardize the butter industry-an industry that ten or twelve years ago we
could not have imagined would have risen to
such a height of prosperity as it stands in
to-day. I do not think we ought to do
anything to jeopardize the success of
that industry.
I am afraid this Bill
will jeopardize it. The Dairymen's Association are backed up by the Melbourno
Chamber of Commerce. I think we would
be justified in paying some attention to
what that body says. The Mel bourne
'Cham ber of Commerce, or, I should say,
the council of the chamber, statesThat the proposal to grade butter would
cause endless trouble and serious loss and
injury to producers. The great bulk of the producers and the whole of the trade have not asked
any amendment of the existing Act, and they
view with alarm any legislative interference
which must prove injurious to those most interested in the welfare of the industry and the
State at large.

At the conelusion of the circular issued
by that body, all who are interested are
exhorted to prevent over-legislation in
this important and increasing industry,
and" to limit ]egi~lative supervision to the
exported produce unfit for human consumption." In the face of these circulars and statements, I cannot see my way
clear to vote for the second reading of the
Bill. I was very pleased with the speech
of the honorable member for Port Fairv
and other speeches that I have heard o~
th9 Bill. They have been practical and
to the point, but I am surprised that some
honorable members have flown in the face
of the Dairymen's Association. I cannot
understand that, especially as to members
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who come from dairying districts. Who
has asked fot'the measure ~ The Minister
of Agriculture did not tell.us that there
had been any demand for the Bill. I
have yet to learn that the people of
Victoria have asked for it. The butter producers are doing very well
indeed, and I think there is a very small
minority indeed in favour of legislative
interference now. I am quite convinced
that there is an overwhelming majority
in favour of letting things remain as they
are. The Minister of Agriculture referred
to New Zealand the other night, but he
did not tell us how long the system of
grading had been in force there. In New
Zealand they have four main classes with
subdivisions, making ten classes alto·
gether.
Mr. MURRAY.-New Zealand has had
that system since 1898.
Mr. J. HARRIS.-That is three years.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-And thev have increased there output by three Utimes.
Mr. J. HARIUS.-That is some guide
to us, but the New Zealand export is a
very small affair compared with ours. Still
I know it is growing very largely. We
want to be at the top of the tree if we
can. We know that Denmark bas pro·
duced the best butter in the world, but
there is no reason why we should not
produce butter equally as good. Denmark
is only a small place, a mere flea-bite
compared with Victoria, and I helieve it
has reached its maximum output. We
are told that even cold cheerless Finland
is exporting butter to England. 1'hen there
is Siberia, with millions of acres of land,
once regarded as a dreary uninviting place,
that can produce milk and butter as well
as we can hel'e. I want to assist the
Minister in all he is.(loing in the direction
of educating our farmers. Let us teach
them scientific methods; lot us teach
them cleanliness. Let us instruct them
as to the best breeds of cattle to roar, and
let us impress upon them that we are
very much behind Now Zealand in our
pasturage.
Our farmers do not pay
enough attention to the herbage for their
cows. Each year in travelling through
the country I find a large number, and a
great variety, of weeds growing that must
necessarily inj ure the herbage. That is a
point the Agricultural department should
pay attention to. I don't know whether
the Minister will sllcceed in passing this
Bill or not. If he fails to pass it he will
have splendid opportunit.ies of shining in
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other directions. lIe is young, has plenty
of energy, and I think he is the right
man in the ·right place. I think if the
honorable gentleman only knew some
weeks ago what he has learned during
this debate he would have hesitated to
introduce this Bill.
Mr. ROBINSON.-Like the honorable
member for Hawthorn, I feel considerable
trepidation in discussing such a maHer as
this, and I wcmld not have risen to speak
were it not that my constituents have requested me to make some representations
to the House. I iHtend to refer to a particular portion of the Bill, not that
portion so exhaustive]ydealt with by those
who have preceded me. I shall deal with
clause 6, relating to the export of rabbits,
meat, and similar articles. The trappers
and exporters of rabbits in my district
feel considerable alarm at the wide powers
given to the Minister and the department
by this Bill. At present rabbits can be
exported to the old conntry if fit for
human consumption, if free from taint or
uisease. By this Bill, it is sought to prevent snch rabbits from being exported,
'unless, in the opinion of the departmental
inspectors, they are :' suitable for exportation." ffhat is, it, is tQ be at the
mercy of the departmental inspectors.
The shippers are thus to be at
the whim of the departmental inspectors.
It is said that by doing so, we shall get a
better class of rabbit on the English
market, but I take it that whatever is
good enough for us ougbt to be good
enough for John Bull. I do not believe
in the policy of sending only our best
away and keeping the wurst for ourselves,
and] certainly think that if a certain
'c1ass of labbits are put on onr own
markets here we ourtht to be allowed t·o
'Ship them to other p~trts and get a price
for them there. Under this Bill, about
one-half of the rabbitH which are now
exported will be prevented, I believe, from.
being exported. I have been 10th to come
to that conclusion, but on carefully read·
ing tne speech of the Minister for Agriculture, when he moved the second reading of
this Bill, I find this remarkI mil told that at the works where an inspect.ion is made by our inspectors, not more than
40 per cent. of those which are offered for
export are selected as fit for that purpose; the
balance are rejected,

That is to say that the deparmental
in.spectors think that not half the rabbits
sent forward ought to be allowed to be

exported.
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I may say that the 40 per cent. which are
selected as fit are placed in the crates which
are marked with the Government brand. The
exporter who has su bmitted the rabbits for inspection may feel aggrieved at so many being
rejected, and, there being no control over his·
action, he may ship the rejected rabbits on his
Own account, though what he ships in this way
cannot bear the Government brand.
Mr. MURRAY.-Can the exporters do that?
Mr. MORHISSEY.-That is being done, and
that is why power is being asked to prevent this.
practice from continuing.

So I take it that the Minister seeks in this.
Bill power to prevent more than half the
rabbits now exported to the old country
from being exported; in other words, tocut down our export of rabbits by onehalf. That will have a very serious effect
on an industry which has attained to considerable dimensions, and which employs.
in my district, I suppose, in the busy season,
a couple of hundred men. Recently in
my district a freezing establishment was.
set ur, and has gone ah~ad by leaps,
and bounds.
It distributes a great
deal of money among the local townspeople, and a.mong those who live a little
out of the town. It also keeps down the·
rabbit pest to some extent, though perhap3 not as much as the land-owners.
would like, yet it keeps it, beyond all
. question, from getting beyond bounds ..
This factory in the busy season pays from
£400 to £500 a week in wages, that is
an average of about £2 n, week for a
conple of bundred men. The trappers in
the district bring in what they catch t(}
the fact.ory, and they get a price for any
rabbits that are free from taiut or disease.
As honorable members know who have
seen this packing, the rabbits are divided
into several classes, snch as first class,
second class, what are known as kittens,.
and rejects, but the men who trap them
get a price for every quality. It may not
be a big price or the best price, but they
o'et a price for anything they bring in. ]f,
however, the proposal in clause 6 is
adopted in its present form, the factory
will not be able to give a price for a large
number of these rabbits. The trappers
will not be able to get a price for all
rabbits that are small or in poor condition,
because as the Minister has shown those·
animals would not be allowed to be exported. In the opinion of the departmelltal
inspectors they are not snitable for exportation, and half of the men's cateh, if
I may use the term, will be rejected, and
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they will not be able to get a price for it.
It will be impossible for the local market
to absorb all the poor conditioned and all
the small rabbits. It can only absorb a
certain number, and it cannot be expected
to absorb practically double the quantity
which it does now. N or is there any
reason why it should. Why should only
slllall and poor conditioned rabbits be kept
for this State, and only good rabbits be
sent to pads beyond the seas ~ If they
are fit for the consumption of our own
people they are certainly fit for the consumption of people in other parts. There
is a ~reater range of purses and of buyers
in other parts than there is here, and the
largest range of export will secure the
largest range of market. It means a very
serious loss to these men who are engaged
in trapping. 'fhe rnone.y which men earn
in trapping comes in very handily: for
work in the country is even more scarce
than in the town, and a couple or three
or four pounds made in a week in trapping
rabbits is a perfect god-send to many of
them. To cut their earnings down in any
possible way is a very serious matter in
many ways to those who have to earn their
living ill t.he country districts. There is
another aspect of the question from the
workers' point of view. In the factories a
large number of men are employed as
packers. The rabbits have to be packed
in crates, and it is the practice in
districts such as mine, for the proprietors
not only to haye a factory, bu t to have
a saw-mill and make their own crates. In
making them they gi ve a large amoun t
of employment also. I am informed on
the best authority that in the busy season
the Hamilton factory employs from 60 to
65 men in the factory itself, and about
30 more at the saw-mill, or nearly 100
men employed in and about the preparation of rabbits for export. Let
llS proceed to
cut down the export
by. one-half,
and less
men wi]]
be wanted as packers, a, less number of
crates will be used, and less men will
be needed to make the crates. There
will thus be a diminution of employment
in both ways--less packers and less
makers of crates. That means a loss of
work in both ways, so that we shall find,
if the departmental desire is carried out,
and the export of rabbits is cut down,
that there will be a loss of employment
to trappers, packers, and those engagE!d in making crates. As I said before, the cry of the unemployed is often
Ses.'jion 1901.-[79]
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serious in the country districts, and I for
one do not feel inclined to increase it.
There are other indirect benefits from the
largest possible export of an article such
as this. In the first place the rabbit pest
is millimized. The trapper is enconraged
everywhere, because he is paid for every
rabbit which is free from disease and
free from taint.
He gets a price
of some kind f01' them, and that must
encourage every man to trap all and every
rabbit he can lay his hands on. The
larger the export, and the larger the number we send, regardless of quality, the
larger is the revenue. I am told that the
freight paid at Hamilton on rabbits last
year amounted to llearly £3,000 on all
classes of rabbits, large and small. The
same amollnt of freight is paid on a cra.te
whether it contains large or small"rabbits,
and if we cut off the shipment of rabbits
we cut off the revenue which the railways
will derive through the sending of these
rahbits to Melbourne. Hence there will
be a diminution in the revenue of the
country looked at from the railway point
of "iew only. These men whom I repreIt is
sent have everything at stake.
their daily bread, and not a matter of
capital. They are working day by day to
earn their living, and the tra pping of rabbits
for export is their sole means ofli velihood in
some seasons of tho year. 'fo reduce the
export in any way means a very grave loss
indeed to a very large number of hardworking and deserving men. If reforms··
are needed in the export of rabbits-and
I am not prepared to say they are not-I
think they could be secnred in other"
directions. I think they could be secnred
by tho registration of all brands. I
should not permit exporters to rapidly
change their brands, or to ha vo
55, or 105, or any large Humber of
brands. I should bind them down to a
certain number and make thom register.
Let also every crate of rabbits ox ported
be marked with the place of origin and a
registered brand, so that if any inferior
goods are sent home, the buyer at the
other end will be ectaily able to trace who
shipped those goods.
Mr. DUGGAN.- We had better brand
those rabbits of yours "blue-block"
rabbits.
Mr. ROBINSON.-I am afraid there
are not sufficient rabbits in the "blue"
blocks for that. This registration of
brands, and the branding of each crate
with the place of origin, would enable the
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buyers at the other end of the world. to
see who ::;hipped the article, and know
whether they could trust those shippers
as reliable dealers. At present, as the
Minister of Agriculture sa'id, when there
is a loss that loss falls on the exporters ;
bu t they arc the proper persons on whom
the los::; should fall. They take the risk,
and if there is a failure they should bear
the loss. But if the proposal in this Bill
is carried on t the loss will not fall on the
exporters, because they will only be able
to seud a first· class article, but on those
who have to work frolll day to day,
becn,use they will not be able to send
the bulk of their catch or trapping.
They will he prohibited from exp<!>rt·
ing them, and there will be not
a sufficient market locally to absorb
them. The effect will be that the loss
under the new provision will fall on those
who are least able to bear it. It will fall
on thosc who have only their hands
to work with and little money, instead of
falling, as at present, on those who have
the capital to stand it. I do not desire to
deal with the butter portion of this
Bill, although I have been asked to
oppose the llew proposal for the
grading of butter. I ffiay say that, like
every other country factory, those which
I represent are heartily in favour of the
propo~ition of the honorable member for
Numurkah, t~ prevent butter mixed and
milled in Melbourne from being sent away
as factory butter. I sincerely hope that
before the Bill leaves this chamber some
such proposal as the honorable member
has suggested will be adopted, to prevent
a practice which is so detrimental to our
great dairying industry. But as to clause
6, which deals with the export of rabbits, I
hope the House will pause before inflicting
a very !:lerious injury on'a number of men
who ha:ve to work very hard for very uncertain wage!:l.
Mr. PEACOCK said that he had very
sad news for honorable members, and he
asked that the debate should be adjourned.
He would ask some honorable member
to move accordingly.
On the motion of Mr. :McKENZIE, the
debate was adjourned until rruesday,
September 3.
DEATH OF :MR. STAUGHTON, M.P.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I have just heard the
very sad news which has come of the
sudden death of one of our members-one
who has beeu a long time a member of
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this House, and held in the highest esteem
by all; one who, by his courtesy and his
kindly manner, endeared himself to every
one ill thi!:l chamber. One who bas held a
seat here for many years-the member for
Bourke'Ve!:lt-who was but recently in the
precincts of this building, has been cartied
away. I allude to Mr. Staughton. Last
evening he was in the precincts of thi~
building, and thanked the honorable
member for Maldon for asking a question
for him in his absence. I never felt such
a shock in my life as when the news was
telephoned to me j llst now from the two
new!:lpaper offiees. No words can properly express our feelings 011 such an
occasion as the present. The honorable
member was courtesy itself. His cheery
voice will no lunger be heard in this
chamber, where he was such a painstaking faithful member. On behalf of
the House I am sure I am but feebly
expressing the feelings of honorable members who are present, and of those others
who will be grieved as much as we are
w hen they hear the sad news. To his
relatives we can only offer our sincere condolences at such a time.
It is unfortunate
that he
has
been carried away so suddenly for many
reasons. Personally, I shall always remember his many kindly actions towards
myself when I came into this chamber as
a yOUllg member. Every member in the
chamber will miss his cheery voice and
happy manner. I feel tpat we cannot
transact any further business to-night,
and, therefore, the least we can do out of
respect to his memory, respect to his
family, and respect to his eonstituency,
is to suspend all business. I therefore
beg to moveThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. McKENZIK-I rise to second the
motion for the adjournment of the Hause.
The news which the Premier has disclosed
to this chamber is of such an extremely
painful character, and has come upon us
so suddenly, that I feel we can scarcely
express the feelings we entertain upon the
subject. Mr. Staughton was a geniileman
who was honoured and respected by every
member of this House, and justly so.
HONORABLE MEMBERs.-Hear, hear.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Because, although
he held his opinions strongly on political
matters, he yet held. them in a manly and
generous spirit, and he was ever ready to
acknowledge his faul t if he thought that
he had done anything wrong in any
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way, or if he thought that he had in any
way acted in a manner which seemed
to him to be unjust and ungenerous.
A ll'lOre mauly and straightforward gentleman than the honorable member for
Bourke West never occupied a seat in this
House. He is a man whom we will all
miss as a friend. 'Ye must all feel that
.by his death we have lost a personal
friend, and one who had cndeared himself
to everyone with whOll) he eame in
~ontact, whethcr ill public or private life.
Since I haye been a member of this House
death has made lllany vacancies in our
ranks, but I feel I am expressing the
views of all honorable members, when I
say that no member who has passed away
from our midst will be more missed than
the honorable member whose death has
just been announced.
Sir JOHN McIN'rYRE.-I little
thought, when I spoke to the honorable
member for Bourke 'Yest last night, and
when he thanked me for having asked a
question on his behalf in his absence, that
I was speaking to him for the last time.
He looked so 1\'e11 that tho announcement
just made of his untimely death has given
me quite a shock and rendered me almost
dumb. I anI quite unable to find words
with which to express my sorrow at his
removal from our midst.
He was "a
friend indeed," and we might also say
"a, friend in need." He has been called
away so suddenly that it has cut me to
the heart, and I cannot at this moment
express my feelings.
:Mr. LANGDON.-As one of the oldest
members of this House, who has been in
the House ever since the honorable member for Bourke 'Vest entered it, I desire
to add my expression of sincere and deep
regret at his death. I can speak of his
friendship and kindness not alone to me
but to many other members of this House,
.and I would be failing in my duty if I
·did not express my gratitude to him. I
an1 sure all honorable members will feel
that they have suffered a great lOSE! by
the death of the honorable member. I
cannot speak too highly of him, and
although he held strong opinions ill certain directions, he was sympathetic for
everyone.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I hope that I will be
allowed, in the absence of the leader of the
labour party, to express the regret that we
feel at the removal of the honorable member
for Bourke West from the House. His
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death will be deplored as much by those
to whom he was politically opposed as by
those with whof'e politics he agreed. Although divided in the matter of politics,
no one could speak more highly of the
honorable member than those who differed
from him in his political views. Every
one who had been brought into personal
contact with the deceased gentleman
learned to appreciate his manly qualities.
Although the honorable member had been
suffering ill-health lately, the announcement of his death has come as a great
surprise to us. So determined was he to
carry out his public duties that he sometimes took risks that he Bhould not have
taken. All the members of the labour
party feel that they have lost a good
friend in the honorable member who has
just passed away. In the absence of fjhe
leader of that party, I wish to say how
deeply we feel the announcement of his
death, and how sorry we are at his
removal from our midst.
Mr. J. HARRTS.-Perha.ps I can claim
the privilege of having known the honorable member for Bourke 'Vest longer than
any other member. I knew his father 45
years ago, and I knew the honorable
member whell he was quite a lad. I feel
so shocked at hearing of his sudden death
that I can hardly find words to give
No one deutterance to my feelings.
plores his loss more than I do, and I
am sure all honorable members were
pleased to hear the kindly remarks made
by the honorable member for Port Melbourne. Although the honorable member
for Bourke West now and again appeared
to make enemies by his interjections ill
the House, no man had a more kindly
heart than he had. I have known him,
after he has said an unkind thing
by way of an interjection, to immediately cross the floor and express
his deepest contrition at having unintentionally wounded the feelings of the
honorable member. All honorable members who had known the honorable
member for Bourke vVest for years, as
,yell as those who had not such a long
acquaintance with him, must deplore
most sincerely his loss as a true friend
and as a real honest and sincere politician.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at five minutes
past ten o'clock p.m., until Tuesday,
September 3,
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Tuesday, September 3, 1901.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at
fourteen minutes to five o'clock p.m., and
read the prayer.
NEvY MEM.BERS.
The PRESIDENT announced that tho
writs which he issued for the election of
members to serve, respectively, for the
Melbourne Province, in the place of Sir
Arthur SnOWdell; the South Yarra Province, in the place of the Hon. G. Godfrey; the N orth-Western Province, in
the place of the Hon. J. M. Pratt; the
Wellingtoll Province, in the place of the
Hon. E. Morey; and the Gippsland Province, in the place of the Hon. J. Hoddinott (each of whom had retired by rotation) had been returned, showing that Sir
Arth ur Snowden, 1lr. Godfrey, Mr. Pratt,
Mr. Morey, and Mr. Hoddinott had been
re-elected.
Sir Arthur Snowden, Mr. Pratt, Mr.
Morey, and Mr. Godfrey were subsequently introduced and f:lworn; and presented to the Clerk the declarations of
qualification required by Act No. 1075.
The PRESIDENT announced that the
writ which he issued for the election of a
member to serve for the Northern Province
in the place of the Hon. G. Simmie had
not been returned, but he had received
a teJtlgram from the returning officer
announcing that Mr. Simmie had been reelected.
1'he Hon. A. WYNNE movedThat on the evidence of the telegram received
from the returning officer of the Northern Province, the Hon. G. Simmie be introduced and
sworn.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. Sium'lie was subsequently introduced
and sworn; and presented to the Clerk the
declaration of qualification required by
Act No. 1075.
STATE PARLIAMENT HOUSE.
DRAUGH'l's.
The HOll. W. H. EMBLING said
he desired to call the President's attention to the terrible draught from the
Nicholson-street entrance to the buildiug.
The wind swept through the Council's
eOIDmittee rooms, and while it was very
cold in the present weather it would be
very hot and disagreeable in summer.
The draught might be prevented by fixing
swing-doors at the entrance, and it was
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necessary that this should be done to proteat the health of honorable membels.
The PRESIDENT.-My attention has
been called to this matter before. It is
to be dealt with by the Building Committee to-morrow afternoon, aHd I hope it.
will be promptly attended to.
RAILWAYS STANDING COMMITTEE~
The Hon. A. vVYNNE sa.id that a
vacancy had occurred on the Railways
Standing Committee owing to the retirement of the Hon. E. Morey, through
effluxion of time, and as the honorable
member had been re-elected a member
of the Legislative Council, he begged
to moye, by leave, without noticeThat the HOll. K Morey be appointed a
member of the Parliamentary Standing Uommittee on Railways.

The lllotion \Vas agreed to.
MONEY LENDERS BILL.
1'he Hon. A. WYNNE moved for leave
to introduce a Bill to amend the law with
respect to persons carrying on bnsiness
as money lenders.
The motion was agreed to.
1'he Bill was theu brought in, and read
a first time.
ELECTRIC THAC1'ION ON
RAILWAYS.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE movedThat a select committee be appointed to further inquire into and report upon the question
whether it is ad visable to adopt electric traction
on any of the existing suburban or short country
railwa,ys, or to construct and operat.e on any of
the approved electric systems any projected new
suburban railways; such committee to consist
of the Honorables F. Brown, J. Sternberg, vV.
S. Manifold. ·W. B. Gray. S. G. Black, E. ~::.
Smith, J. H. Ahbott, E. Morey, Sir Arthur
Snowden, and D. Melville, with power to send
for persons, papers, and records, and to move
from place to place; three to be the quorum.

The Hon. J. STERNBERG seconded the
motion. He remarked that he would
like it to be altered so as to provide that
the committee should have power to sit
when the House was not in session.
The PRESIDENT.-A select committee
dies with the session.
The motion was agreed to.
~{ARINE

ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
On the motion of the Hon. A. WYNNE,
this Bill was recommitted for the reCOlisideration of clause 3, and new clause A.
The Hon. A. VV'Y NN E stated that
at the instance of Mr. Smith clause 2 was
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amended by the insertion, .inter alia, of
the words" any certificated officer." He
observed that those words did not appear
in the principal Act, which referred to
any "master, mate, or engineer holding a
certificate, whether of competency or service." It would be better to follow the
words of the Act, and, therefore, he begged
to move1'hat thc words "certificated officer" in
clause 2 be omitted, and the words" master,
mate, or engineer holding a certificate,
whether of competency or service" be inserted
in lieu thereof.

The amendment was agreed to.
Hon. A. WYNNE said that subsection (1) of new clause A empowered
the court to state a case for the opinion of
the Snpreme Court. It read as follows : ~rhe

In any formal investigation held by a Court
of Marine Inquiry it shall be lawful for the
court to reserve any question of law therein
arising in the form of a special case for the
opinion of a Judge of the Supreme Court, which
opinion shall be given.

Some honorable members' desired him to
move the insertion of the words "at the
request of either party to the proceedings."
He, therefore, begged to moveThat after the word "court" (line 3) the
words "at the request of either party to the
proceedings" be inserted.

The amendment was agreed to.
r:rhe Bill was reported with further
amendments, and the amendments were
considered and adopted.
On the Illotion of the Hrm. A. 'WYNNE,
the Bil1 was then read a third time, and
passed.
'WILD DOGS DESTRUCTION BILL.
The Hon. W. McCULLOCH moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said that
in some parts of the country dingoes and
wild dogs were increasing in large numbers, and were very destructive to sheep
and yOUt1g lambs. Some of the shires
were paying £1, £2, and £3 per head for
the destruction of wild dogs, but neighbOUl,jug shires declined to pay anything,
which was unfair to the shires that were
endeavouring to get rid of the pest. The
object of tbis Bill \Vas to compel all
shires to pay for the destruction of wild
dogs. The rate was fixed at .£ 1 per head,
and the Government would refund lOs.
of that amount.
Another place had
limited the total sum payable by the
Government to .£500, which would ([)nly
provide for the destruction of 1,000 dogs, so
that one or two shires might exhaust the
whole amount. Several amendments had
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been circulated, and he would be willing
to accept allY proposals whioh would insure tbe improvement of the Bill. Something must be done to get rid of the
wild dogs, because the destruction they
wrought was a very serious thing to many
settlers.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said there was
no doubt that the object. sought to be
accomplished by this Bill was a good one,
but there \Val:) considerable difference of
opinion among persons qualified to judge
as to whether that object would be
attained by passing the Bill.
Some persons questioned whether the reward
offered would not be an ind ucemen t to
those who sought to obtain it to take care
110 always preserve a sufficient numher of
wild dogs to keep a supply ready to be
slaughtered. It was well known that
rabbit trappers never killed all the rabbits, but always took care to leave sufficient to provide for next season's demand.
Perhaps: on the whole, it might be as well
to make an attempt in this direction, and
see whether any good would come from it
or not. There would be great difficulty
in determiuing, in some cases, whether the
animal destroyed was l:l. wild dog. He
observed that, in this Bill, power was to
be given to the inspector to settle that
matter himself. Very serious olDjections
were raised to portions of the Bill, which
Mr. Balfour and Mr. Manifold would seek
to improve by means of amendments they
had alreadycirculated. Municipalities were
to be compelled to pay £1 for every wild
dog killed, and the principle of the Bill
was that. the Government was to find onehalf of the money; but, according to this
measure, the total amount to be paid by
the Government was limited to £500 in
anyone year, so that as soon as that sum
was exhausted the municipalities would
have to pay the whole of the reward.
The Hon. R. REID.-The wild dogs will
be allowed to go free.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that would
not beso. The municipalities would becom·
pelled to pay £1 for every wild dog killed,
but when the Government had contributed
£500 the Government subsidy would
cease, and the municipalities would be left
to pay the whole of the reward out of
their mnnicipal funds.
N ow, if it was
reasonable to limit the Government expenditure on this account to £500, surely
it was a much more reasonable thing to
limit the expenditure of each municipality;
otherwise a municipality might have aU
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its funds exhausted by paying rewards for
the destruction of wild dogs, although the
people of that municipality might not be
greatly interested in the Freservation of
sheep. Moreover, wild dogs helped to
keep down the rabbits, and it was reasonable to conceive of the case of a
municipality that might have to pay for
the destruction of wild dogs without
getting any good from their destruction,
and, indeed, be involved in additional
expense for the extirpation of rabbits
owing to the destruction of wild dogs.
The amount payable by each municipality
in these rewards should be limited to a
certain specified sum, as well as the
amount to 'be contributed by the Government, and the reward of 20s. per head
should be reduced. It seemed to be an
enormous sum to pay for the destruction
of a wild dog.
The Hon. A. Vv YN~E. --In some parts of
New South "'-IVales a reward of £5 per head
is given for the destruction of wild dogs.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that if
the reward was limited to the destruction
of dingoes £1 might be all right; but dogs
that had been domesticated, and then
allowed to run wild, might be classed as
wild dogs. So that it might pay persons
who sought to obtain the reward to allow
litters of dogs to run wild.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR remarked that
if they adopted the principle of the
measure it was really a committee Bill.
·What the Minister of Public Vvorks and
Mr. Davies had said was quite correct. Jt
was important that some steps should be
taken to exterminate dingoes and wild
dogs, but this was very much too drastic
a proposal. The Bill had been amended
in another place in the right direction, s
far as he could see, but it still contained the
extraordinary provision that £1 mllst be
paid by a municipality for every wild dog,
1Ihe skin of which was brought to the
council. One of the municipalities in his
province, where there were mountains and
very few sheep were kept, had written to
him to point out tha.t as their' revenue
was ~mall it would be unjust to require
them to pay .£1 for every wild dog
destroyed iu their district. rrhey had
asked him to move the substitut.ion of the
word "may" for the word "shall," in
clause 3, which provided that the council
of any municipality "shall," out of the
municipal fund, pay .£1 for every wild
dog destroyed within their boundaries, but
he did nos propose to comply with the
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request, because if every shire council had
the option of paying or not paying
a reward for the destruction of wild dogs
the measure wou lcl be of very little use in
t.he direction the Minister desired to !rOo
For instance, one municipality might
refrain from payillg thtl reward, and
become a breeding place for wild dogs.
to the disadvantage of a neighbouring
municipaiity where the reward was paid.
He (Mr. Balfour) ,had circulated an
amendment to reduce the reward to lOs.
per head, and he wonld be willing to
make it still les8 if honorable members
thought fit. He had also circulated an
amendment providing that the amount
any municipal council was to be compelled
to pay for the destruction of wild dogs in
anyone financi:11 year should not exceed
£200. That was only reasonable if the
Govel'llwent expenditure was to be
limited to a total of £500 for all the
munieipal councils, because the latter
limitation might result in the Government
paying a mere fraction instead of onehalf of the rewards. As wild dogs did so
much mischief he felt that there should
be some attempt made to exterminate the
pe::;t, and he therefore approved of the principle of the Bill, yariolls proYisioW:i of
which, however, would requiro to be
amended in committee.
rriw Hon. J. M. PH.ATT said that the
Bill was one which t5houlcl moet with the
appronll of the House, but he l'egrl'ttc(l
that it did not deal with foxes, which were
becoming a great nuisance in lilany pmt~
of the State.
rrhe Hall. A. 'VYNNE.-They wore dealt
with in another measure.
The HOll. J. M. PRATT t5aid that 1Ir.
Balfour propmied to amend clause :) 1)y
stating that the t5um to be paid by \ray
of bOlHlt5 or reward for the clct5tl'uction of
a wild dog should be lOs. instead of ~O~.
as contained ill the Bill. It hacl been
pointerl out, however, that lOs. might llOt
be an adequate reward in those shires
where the wild dogs were not plentiful.
He thought the difficulty might be oYercome hy altering the wording of the
clause ::;0 as to read "not exceeding
20s." There was another point to which
he wished to direct attention, alld that
was that while :NIl'. Balfour proposed that
a Uluuicipality could speud ill anyone
year up to £200 in rewards for the
destruction of wild dogs, the Goyernment
assi8tance for the whole of the State was
limited to £500. Care would, ther~fol'e,
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haye to be taken that some two or three
municipalities were not allowed to
mop up all the money set aside by
the Government towards assisting shire
councils in giving bonuses for the
destruction of wild dogs.
~Ir. Manifold intended moving an addition to
clause 2, so as to make it clear that a
bonus should not be paid for the destruction of a dog apparently belonging to a
breod commonly owned or kept by persons
residing in Vict.oria. The objection to
that amendment was that many sheep
were destroyed by mongrel dogs which,
though not absolutely dingoes, were just
as wild and just as destrnctiye. Honomble members wore all anxious to
protect the graziers and small farmers
from the loss of shoep and lambs by
wild dogs, and also by foxes, although
this measure did not refer to the latter.
The law reInting to the destruction of
foxes was not wo~king satisfact.orily, as he
had received complaints from all directions
regarding the increase in that pest.
rrhe HOll. 'V. PITT stated that while he
was in sympathy with those wh(> had been
losing their sheep through the wild dogs,
he could not help thinking that they
were thenlf>clves to blame to some extent. Some ten yenrs ago he had a
Helection in Gippsland, and in whiah he
still retained all interest. Shortlv after
he took up that land the wild dog~ came
down from the hills and destroyed the
sheep nntil it almost became impossible
to keep them. The farmers clubbed
together, and by their 'united efforts they
succeeded in getting completely rid of
the wild dogs within twelve months.
There were foxes iu Gippsland, and the
farmers were finding it more difficult to
• get rid of them than the dogs, because
they were so clluning they would not
readily take the bait. Tt was, however,
unfair to tax one part of a, shire for the
benefit of those in another.
If an
orchard were infested with insect pests, an
inspector wa:':! empowered under the
Vegetation Diseases Act to visit the
orchard and require the owner at hi::i own
expense to get rid of the pest. If the
orchardist did not do that, the inspector
could put men on to do the work, and
recover the expense from the O\vncr of
the orchard. He had an orchard, and he
was constantly spraying the trees with
kerosene emulsion to get rid of the scale,
and he had expended on kero.sene alone
more than wOltld be spent by the farmers
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in a district in poison to get rid of wild
dogs. '1'0 give a bonus of 20s. for the
destruction or a wild dog was altogether
too much. If that amount of reward
were given, a dishonest man eould make
more out of a couple of sluts than he
could out of a couple of sows in a year.
A shire council should ha.ve the right to
proclaim that a certain part of its
territory was an infested district so
fax as wild dogs were concerned. ~rhe
council could then levy a spe(:ial
rate on all property within the infested
district to meet the expenses incurred in
connexioll with the payment of bonuses for
the destruction of wild dogs. If tha.t
were done, the inhabitants within that
district would soon find that it was to
their advantage to coulbine so as to get
rid of the wild dogs and at the same time
diRpense with the necessity of paying a
special rate.
If the whole of a mnnicipality and the Government harl to pay
for getting rid of the wild dogs, be W2lS
afraid that the local residents in the
infested district would not exert themselves to destroy those dogs. Foxes were
increasing at an alarming rate, and were
becomjng a great trou hIe. They were so
numerons that if some municipalities had
to pay bonuses for the· destruction of
foxe::i, they would not have allY mouey
loft with which to construct roads.
'rhe HOll. S. G. BLACK. obHerved that
anyone who had anything to do with
r::;heep-breeding must have great sympathy
with those suffering from the ravages of
wild dogs or of domesticated dogs ",hiGh
had become wild. Rut the propm-;a.h; contained in the Bill were going too far
altogether. As had been pointed ont,
they might result in the breeding of dogs
for the sake of de:::;troying· them to secure
tho reward. Moreover, there was nothiug to
prevent a man stealing dogs, and with
the aiel of an accomplice turning them
loose in an adjoining shire and regardillg
them for the sake of the bonus as undoI'l,lesticated dogs. It was true that thedogs had to be found in the" bush," uut
the meaning of that word was not defined,.
and he thought that there would be COllsidera'Lle difficulty experiellced in determining exactly what was meant by such a
loose term as "the bnsh." The proposed
bonus of 20s. per dog was far too much.
The experience had been in connexion with
the destruetion of rabbits, and also of f~xes
to a great extent, that if a large bonus
were offered a class of men were induced to
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take up the destrnct.ion of the pest as a
means of livelihood, and they wonld take
good care that the supply ne-vcr ran short.
Some years ago a bon us used to be paid
in the western district on all rabbit tails.
One day, however, a trapper said to him
that it was impossible to continue trapping
.any longer because all the rabbits he was
. catching were without their tails. It was
evident that the amount of the bonns
should be kept within a small sum. .It
should be sufficient-while not inducing
that semi-professional class of trappers
to which he had referred-to encourage
a man who had the opportunity of
killing a noxious animal to do so,
knowing that he would obtain some little
l'eward for his trouble. Another objection to giving a large bonus was that it
tended to the use of traps instead of
poison, which was more effective. If there
was a large reward offered for the destruction flf any dog, a man would not try to
kill the dog by means of poison, because
the animal might take the poison and die
out of his reach, where some one else
might find it and secure the reward. ~ro
. avoid that risk, the trapper would prefer
to resort to the slower but, to him, more
sure method of trapping, so that he might
get the skin himself aud. thereby secnre
the bonus. As to the total amount that
a shire council could expeud in bemuses,
he did not know on what basis the statistics had been formed, but he found on
looking up other Act.s of Parliament on
this subject, that in the State of Missouri
it was provided that that State should not
be required to pay more than the whole
of its annual revenue in anyone year for
the destrllction of wolves.
Honorable
members should be careful tha.t in legislating, they did not bring any of the Vic.torian shires into the positioll of having
to expend the whole of their revenue in
bonuses for the destruction of wild dogs,
rahhits, and other pests. The Bill placed
a great responsibility on the dog inspector
who had to act in a judicial capacity.
It was very undesirable that that officer,
who might have a. large SUlll of money
passing through his hands eal;h year,
should have such a large amount (If disoretion thrown upon him. As he(Mr.Black)
knew the destruction which wild dogs could
oause amongst a flock of sheep, in even
two or three nights, he thought that Bill
should be accepted by the House, as it
oontained germs for much good, and when
some of the provisions were altered in
Hon. S. G. Black.
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committee it would be made a most
valuable measure.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said that
the Bill proposed to do a great deal of
good, and he quite agreed with Mr.
Pitt that something would have to be
done with regard to diminishing the fox
pest. All honorable members were glad
to see a Bill of this kind brought forward,
becanse they kllew the destruction that
was caused by wild dogs among a. flock of
sheep or herd of young cattle. But the
measure before the House ,·.ould have to
be considerably altered in committee
before it would Illeet the req llirements.
Like many other measures brought forward with a humanitarian idea, it was
more likely to do harm than good. As
the Bill stood, it wonld encourage the
starting of a new industry-namely, the
breeding of dogs for the sake of securing
the bonus of £1 per head. He knew
of an instance where a man took a basketful of live rabbits to a land-owner and
asked him to buy tbem, remarking that if
be did not do so he would let them loose.
The land-owner had no alternative but to
purchase them at the price asked. It
would be the same if the measure before
the House became hLW iLl its present form,
as it would induce Illen to make a business
of dog-breeding and resort to tricks, as
had been done in connexion with rabbit
trapping, so as to obtain the bonus. The
rabbit trappers nlways took care to leave
a few rabbits on an estate so as to keep
the pest alive and their occupation going.
rrIlC residents of a localitv wl1ich was
infested with wild dogs should be encouraged to clear the district of the vermin
by offering them some small reward which
would recompense them for theil' trOll ble
in trapping or poisoning a wild dog. The.
farmer who did that should get something
from his municipality and something from
the Government to reward him for his loss
of time in laying the traps or poison. The
limit of payments should be reduced.
There was ~ll1other point which had been
mentioned to him by"Mr. Comrie, and that
was that the dog inspector, who was to
be intrusted with a good deal of authority,
should have the power when a domesticated
dog had become wild of endeavouring to
trace it to the ownership of some person
who had previously kept the dog.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT.-God help him
when he starts that work.
The Hon. VY. H. EMBLING said that
honorable members should not reason by
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extremes. There might be cases where'
dogs would be stolen from one parish and
let loose in another, and it ought to be
the duty of the inspector to try and trace
those dogs. However, that was a matter
which could be thrashed out in committee.
Before the Bill passed its third reading,
honomble members shonld be very careful
to see that no further burdens were placed
on the mnnicipalities, as they had already
enough to bear. Any burden imposed on
country shires should be borne by the
people of the town as well as by those in
the country. When sheep were saved from
destruction by wild dogs, it tended to make
meat cheaper in towns. The amount of
money to be provided by the Government towards assisting the municipalities in paying
the amount of the borlllses was inadequate.
The Hon. T. O. HAR\VOOD stated that
all honorable members wonld a,gree with
the opinion expressed by Mr. Balfour that
this Bill was peculiarly one for the committee stage. SeverRl points which had
beeu alluded to could be dealt with when
the Bill was in committee. Clause 8 of
the Bill limited the liability of the
Goverument to £500. That was to say
that in anyone year the Government was
not to be called upon to pay more than
£500 towards assisting the shire councils
in the payment of bonuses for the destruction of wild dogs. It had been said that
that sum was insufficient, but it was not
within the power of this House to increase
the amount. At the same time, he agreed
that £500 was a very small sum for the
Government to expend in connexion with
the payment of these bonuses. W"hat he
rose to say, however, was that the Government should take care that the £500 was
not absorbed by three or four municipalities: but that the money was distributed
pro rata among all shire councils which
had a claim for Government assistance in
connexion with the destruction of wild
dogs. Some provision to that effect should
be inserted in the clause, as it was quite
within the power of the House to make
an amendment ill that direction.
The motion was agreed to.
rfhe Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
Ou clause 2, which was as follows : For the purposes of this Act "wild dog"
means a dingo, or auy undomesticated dog
generally known as a wild dog inhahiting the
bush and apparently having no owner and being
under no control, and which, in the opinion of
1he dog inspector of any municipality, is a wild
dog,
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Tho Hon. VV. S. MANIFOLD said that
the Bill was one of the most singular
measures he had ever read. 'rhe moro
he looked into it the more it seemed
hedged around with difficulties.
In this
particular clause tho draftsman had apparently met with great difficulty in
attempting to define the meaning of
"wild dog." Under the Bill the liabilities of municipalities were practically unlimited, and the amend mont he intended
moving would have the effect of limiting
their liability somewhat. 'faking the
definition as contained in tho Bill a wild
dog meant a dingo. He had had a good
deal of experience with dingoes, and it
was one of the fow animals which had not
got a redeeming feature ill its character.
The clause also said that a wild dog
meant any undomesticated dog generally
known as a wild dog inhabiting the
bush.
The word "bush" was an extremely vague expression.
Had honorable members been legislatillg for New
Zealand it would have been known exactly
what was meant by such an expression.
He understood that the Bill had been
introduced at the request of farmers in
the Strathbogie Ranges, and, no doubt,
that place could be regarded as the
bush, bnt he had never been there. But
honorable members had to take that word
" bush" as it was generally uudel'stood in
Australia, and that was a placo not in any
town. It included eyery farm and every
country road. The term "undomesticated
dog "~leant a dog not kept at home, or
an untamed dog. 1t was utterly impossible for the professional dog-catcheror "dog-stretcher," which was the term
used in Queensland for a man who did
dogs to death by fair means or foul for
the sake of the reward·-to resist the
temptation or destroying any dog which
came his way, because, so far as he was
concerned, every dog carried a pound-note
on its back. Honorable members must
look at this matter in the same light as
the professional dog-stretcher would regard a dog. 1£ the dog-stretcher saw a dog
in a country road he would say to himself
how was he to tell the difference between
an undomesticated dog and a domesticated
dog when it was away from its home. He
(Mr. Manifold) thought that tame dogs
would have a very poor chance with a man
of that kind. Some people kept mongrels,
and it was very difficult to tell by their
appearance whether they wero domesticated or undomesticated dogs.
The
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condition in which a dog was would be no
guide, becam;e ::;0111e people kept their
clogs in a very poor condition, being halfstacved. As to the provision that a dog
mUf:)t be inhabiting the bush, that was
easily got over, becanse a man could, with
the as::;istanee of an accomplice, steal a
dog and let it go in a. bu::;h paddock, and
immediately it was liberated it \Yas no
longer under control.
rrhe Hon. yv. N!cCurJLocI-I.-The clause
says that the dog inspector hus to be
sati::;fied that it i::; a wild dog.
Tho Hon. VV. S. MANIFO LD said that
he was just coming to that point. .Not a
wan in the world could tell by the skin of
a dog whether it had been a wild dog or
uot. N either could the fact of whether a
dog was a dome::;ticated or undomesticated
one be determined by its condition. He
had killed lllilUY dingoes him::;elf that were
in a::; ::;leek and as good condition a::; any
of the dog::; upon the bonchc::; at the ::;how
grounds at Flelllington. ]f the question
were whether the ::;kin was that of a
dingo or not there might 1)0 ::;ome chance'
of discriminating, but as the clause stood
no dog whether dOlllc::;ticated or undome::;ticated was ::;afe. There was cert£tinly
a proyision in clau::;e 4: that every person
claiming a bonns was to make a statutory
declaration if reqtlired, setting fort.h the
parish and particular place in the municipality in which the \"ild dog was destroyecl, and declaring that sHch dog
\ras a dingo 01' ulldomc8ticated dog
inhahitillg the bush, and had apparentl;
no owner, and was under no control.
Any lllall could make that declaratioll
without quite perjuring himself. In
clauses 2 a.nd -t there was absolutely no
protection to the mUllicipalities against
having the ::;kin::; of any dogs brought to
them. In hi8 amenclment he had ~ndea
voured to limit the liability of municipalities to dingoe::;. Unles::; the Bill were
amended in this direction, thousandsoftame
dogs would he killed, and no man's dog
\V.ould be safe. It would pay, not only to
lull dogs, hut to ::;teal dogs, under the Bill.
The pioneers. had to fight their way against
all pe::;ts wlthout assistance from the
Uovernment or municipalitie::;, and thero
was really no great demand for this
Bill. He begged to moyc as an amendmentThat the following words he added to the
clause :-" And not a (log apparently belonging
to a breed eommouly o,,"uc(l or kept hy persoJl!:!
residing in Victoria."

~;hC' Hon. \V. McCULLOCH remarked
that the lllullicipa.litics would not be foolish
enough to pay the bonus for tame dogs.
The wild dog, as he understood it, was the
dingo, and was quite different from the
ordinary dog which might he running'
about without its owner.
The HOll. \V. S. 11AxIFOLD.-Somc of
them are the W01'8t sheep-killer::; in tho
country.
The Hon . 'V. }[cCULLOCH said that
was true, but the muuicipalities would not
have to pay for them. He had snt'fered
a great deal from the tame dogs, but at
the same time the municipalities were not
expected to pay for the tame dogs. He
had no gbjection to the amendment.
The alll1endmcnt was agreed to.
On clause :3, which was as follows:v

The council of eyet·y lllunicipality shall out ot
the municipality fllmtl thereof from time to
time pay by way of honus or reward a sum of
20s. for the destruction of eyery wila Ilog destroyed within the hound aries of such muuieipality after the passing of t.hi!:! Act,

The HOll. J. fif. PHAT11 movedThat the words "not exceelling" be insel'te<l
after the word" sum" (line ~).

He wished to leave it to the l'llunicipalitief)
to fix the amount of the bonus.
The HOll . . J. M. DAVIES said the
amendment would roally nullify the good
effect of the Bill. It might be said tbat
it gave an onahling power to the muuicipalities. It would 00 that, but there would
be no compulsory power. The result
would be that a Dumber of municipalities would do nothing, n.ncl others for
their own protection would follow ::;uit
and do nothing alsQ. 'Whatever sum was
fixed every mllllicipality should be compelled to pay.
rrhe amendment wa.':l withch·;1.wn.
rrhe H Oil. J. BALFO UR observed tlmt
the amendment moved by Mr. Pratt
was very much the same as one
that had been suggested to him,
but which he did not propose, 'Locause
while it would suit the municipality that
wrote to him it l','Ould be unfair to the
neighbouring one. He would have ucen
glad to move tha.t amendment, were it not
that he regarded it as one that would Le
unfair. He begged to moveTha.t ":208." (line 4) he omitted, with 3. ,·iew
to the insertion of the wOl'ds "Hot tess than
lOs."

He was not wedded to the" lOs." proposed
in th~ amendment; if "5s." were regarded
as more suitab1e he would accept that. rro
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make the amount :30s. would be absurd,
for it would swallow up the revenue of
the municipalities.
The Hon. G. GODFREY observed that
there was a clause in the Bill which gave
power to the municipalities to increase
the reward. The amendment moved by
Mr. Balfour seemed to be a sensible one.
The amount should be fixed definitely in
this clause.
'rhe Hon. 'tV. McCULLOCH said he was
inclined to accept Mr. Balfour's amendment.
~rho amount which the Goyornment was to pay to 111lmicipalitie:::; wa~
not to exceed £500 in any year. By
reducing the bonu:::; by half, as propo:;ed
by the amendmont, would provide money
for twice as many clogs.
The Hon. 'V. S. l1ANIFOLD Si:tid he
would prefer to see the sum l'educed to
5s. There was a clause in the Bill which
would enable the mllnicipalitie:::; to jncrease the bonn::;.
The Hon. .T. BALFouH.-I have no
objection to aecept the reduction to 5s.
The Hon. S. G. BLACK remarked that
he was in favour of the reduction to 5f5.
The land-owner:::; were compelled to destroy the rabbits without assistance from
the Government or the municipalities.
For the wild dogs he thought the Government by giving a bonus of 5s. in
conju11ction with the municipalities would
be doing all that was necessary.
The Hon. vV. McCULLOCH stated that
if the amendment were adopted for 5s.
it would make the Bill useless. No one
would trouble to catch wild dogs for 5s. a
head.
The Hon. 'V. H. E:lmrJ[xG.-·-They catch
foxes for 5:::;. a head.
The Hon. VY. McCULLOCH said that
wild dogs were much more difficult to
catch than foxes.
The Hon. A. O. SACIIsE.-The ll11Uljcipalities can make the charge more if
they like.
The Hon. 'V. ~icCULLOCH said tha,t
if the amendment were carried fixing the
amount at 5s. the Government \vould only
pay 2s. 6eL
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that
thero were somo municipalities that had
not sufficient money to make roads, or
even to keep their culverts and bridges in
order. Pa,rliameut should not place an
inoubus on these shires by calling on them
to destroy wild dogs at lOs. or 20s. a head.
It was not right to thrust an unbearable
burden on poor municipalities.

1901.]

Dest I'llet ion Bill.

1131

'rhe HOll. J. ~I. DAVIES observed that
it would llOt be wise to intrust municipalities with the power of giving more
than a, minimum sum; there must be
uniformity. Supposing one municipality
offered a certain sum and another municipality offered' more, all the clogs that were
killed would be killed within the bound. aries of the mnnicipality that gave the
highp.l' arnount. It appeared to him
tlmt the
proposal to rednce the
amouut from 20s. to lOs. was reaSOllable and proper, out to reduce it
to os. would preyent any eft'ecti ve work
being done under the mea,sure. He did
not know much about killing wild dogs,
hut hi:::; experience taught him thft.t it was
easy enough to destroy foxcs.
He had
had poison put down for rabbits on a little
property of his OWll, flnd the first night
two foxes \\'ere killed, and soon afterwards two more were killed. He understood the wild dog wa:::; very tricky and
""ory difficult to kill, and therefore It
reasonable reward mlUit be offered to
secure its destruction.
The HOll. ,Yo H. E~:lBLIXCh;tated that
tho gro<tter number of the animals killed
undel' thi:::; mea:·mre wonld be tmne dog~
thn,t bad run wild. His reason for objecting to the Bill wa::; that he knew that
mnnicipaJitics had quite enough to do
already, without increasing their burdcns.
The lower the price p:tid for killing the
dingoes the hetter it would be. It was
said that it would not pay It11Y one to kill
dingoes for 5s. a head. It mig-ht not pay
the man who made a trade of it, but
it would 'p<ty the fn,rmers to destroy
the dingoc::; that worried their flocks.
The Minister of Public 'Yorks was thinkiug all the time about a mall making <1,
business of it. He di<l not suppose allY
Illan \\'ould take up the business at :)s.
a head.
The Coulltil did not want
to be putting additional lHlrdens all
the country and on the land, but to
reimbun;c these mell in the bush who
were doing their he::;t to clear the couutry
in the way that 111'. Pratt':; friends ha,cl
done, lUen who had giycn their time,
la.bour, Hnd mOlley. 'l'he :::itate said to
them- -" You hH.Ye done good work for
the State, and therefore we give you all
we can afford, 5s. a head. "\Y 0 think
that will be i:iufficient remuneration, :tS
you haye also done good for yourscln~:;."
rrhe Council did not want to create a n0W
profession. He was told sometimes tlmt
he was always attacking the )Iinistry, lmt
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he felt that the great danger of Ministries nowadays was to go in for creating
new inspectors and adding fresh burdens
upon the land, which it could not very
well bear. He always objected to ltuything of the kind.
'fhe Hon. A. V\T YNNE.-'l'his will be no
burden on the land.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said the
ratepayers would havo to pay it. 'rhe
Solicitor-General was a large land-owner
himself, and how wonld he like to pay
£1 per head for wild dogs to men who
wero making a profession of killing
them ~ It was vory easy to deal with these
things in Parliament, but over and over
again in years past honorable members
had allowed measures to slip through the
House, only to be afterwards perfectly
app1111ed at their effect. He did not want
a Bill of this kind, with far-reaching
effects, even more than they knew of at
present, to go through without something
being done to make the burden on the
municipalities as low as possible. Members were told that if two municipalities
were side by side, and one of them paid
5s. and the other lOs., all the dogs would
be killed in the 10s .. municipality. But
would not those munieipalities combine?
Honorable members fOllnd that employers
combined and employes combined, and
why could not municipalities combine?
In his province the municipalities all
worked very well together. He did not
think that two ll'tullicipalitics would disagreo, one wishing to pay 5s. a.nd the
other lOs. pCI' head, and therefore he hoped
the Council would agreo to fh: the lower
amount.
'rhe Hon. ~r. C. HAH.'VOOD observed
that in the event of tho cOlmnittee coming
to the conclusion that 5s. was sufficient,
there was no fear (j)f that happening which
Mr. Davies ha.d pointed ont, and which
had been to some extent indorsed by Dr.
Ernbling. A person who killed a dog in
a 5s.-municipality would not be able to go
into a lOs. or £1 municipality and claim
the higher rate of payment, because this
very Bill made provision against it. Clause
4 had evidently been framed to prevent
anything of that kind happening. The
first part of that clause read-
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place in such municipality in which such wild
dog was destroyed.

The Hon. A. ·WYNNE.-But these fellows
who kill the dogs do not care very much
what they swear to.
The Hon. 'r. C. HARWOOD said that
anyone who made such a declaration
knowing it to be false would be liable to
pains and penalties for perjury, and the
dog inspector or whoever else was in
authority would put the law in force. It
was a perfectly reasonable and feasible
thing that those municipalities that could
not afford the higher rate should be
allowed to limit the expenditure to the
moderette sum of 5s. a head.
'fhe Hon. A. WYNNE remarked that
this fixed Sllm of 20s. had been put in the
Bill advisedly, simply for the reason that
if one municipality, as Mr. Davies had
said, fixed the amount at 5s. and another
at lOs., and another at 15s., the scheme
was found to be uuworkable, because
the municipalities which gave the lowest
price never got any rabbits or foxes or
dogs. In some places it was cheap to get
rid of the pest at £5 a piece. In the
Darling country the people were very
glad to gi ve £5 a pieee for them. The
man who caught them was a professional.
It was not the ordinary farmer who did
so, because he wonld not go out and taire
the trouble. Unless it was made worth
his while no man wonld bother to catch
the clogs, for it would not repay him to
get 5s. for a dog which it took a fortnight
to catch. He would point out to Dr.
Embling, who had spoken about increasing
the burdens on the people, t.hat sheep
were killed in this country every year by
wilddogsof a greater valuetha.n theamount
which thewholeof this Bill was going tocost
the State. In his district they had £1,000
worth of prize stud sheep killed, and it
would have been a great deal better to
ha ve a tax on the w hole district and
to pay so much a head per sheep. Every
sheep-breeder had suffered in the same
way. He did not know any 0110 up-country
who had not suffered from the ravages of
wild dogs, and, therefore, he thought
they would be only too glad to allow
lOs. per head to be paid out of the
rates, especially when they got half the
amount back from the Government. The
Every person claiming to be entitled to any
Minister in charge of the Bill was doing
such bonus or reward for the destruction of a
wild dog shall, if required to do so by any
well in accepting Mr. Balfour's amendcouncillor, 01' clerk, or officer of such muniment, anJ it would be a pity to press the
cipality before payment thereof, furnish to the
matter any further, because it would
council of such municipality a statutory declaraluean reducing the Act to a dead letter.
tion setting forth the parish and particular
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The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE stated that
he quite approved of what :Mr. Black had
just said about the amount of reward. He
had received numerous letters from several
of the municipalities, stat.ing that it was
simply an impossihility to pay £1 per
head, which was far too high. Those
municipalities were very poor, and it appeared to him very unfair indeed to compel them to pay the £1. He knew something about dingoes. He had had to pay,
and pay dearly, for them. He had had to
pay £1 a head for them; but he had found
that the man who killed the most dingoes
was the owner of the flocks. That. had
always been his experience. If a dog
came into a man's flock and destroyed a
number of sheep, what was it to give him
even £5 or £10 to catch that dog ~ He
had a letter from t:ihe VI{arhurton district.
That '"as a place where it was impossible
for the council to pay'£l per head, for
they could not possibly afford it. In the
event of Mr. Black not being able to carry
his proposal to make the amount 5s., he
would be prepared to vote for lOs.
The Hon. A. WYNNE.-We accept lOs.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE said he
preferred 5f.'1., but it would be better, perhaps, to accept lOs. rather than lose the
Bill.
The Hon. A. ,VYNNE.-'I'hat is what
you will do.
The HOll. ,V. S. MANIFOLD observed
that, although a good many honorable
members who had experience of the
matter still thought that 5s. would be
really better, he and they did not want
to run any risks of losing the Bill.
Rather than do that he would prefer to
withdraw his suggestion, and he begged
to do so.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT said he supported the proposition to make the
amonnt lOs. He had had experience of
these dingoes, and he knew stations where
a permanent staff had to be kept to
t.ackle them. It was not introducing a
new profession. There was no profession
at all about it, but men who understood
the habits of wild dogs were the best to
get for the purpose. They should be
paid a good wage, and they would try to
catch the dogs. It was not a question so
much of the country around Melbourne,
and the municipalities round about, but
of the conntry away back in the interior,
and it was only by paying a fair inducement, which would ena1le men to give
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the time to dest.roy the pest, that the
dogs could be coped with.
The a.mendment was agreed t(/)o
The Hon. J. BALFOUR movedThat the following woros be added at the
end of the clause :-" Provided that the
council of any municipality shall not be compelled to pay in lmy one financial year for the
destruction of wild dogs a total sum exceedillg
£200."

The Hon. A. WYNNE.-'Ve accept that.
The HOll. J. BALFOUR said that
that1/rovisioll wou1c~ give the municipal
councIls an opportumty of considering the
matter. It would certainlv be absurd to
leave the question open: and run the
danger of swallowing up a large amount
of the revenue.
The HOll. '1'. C. HAR';VOOD observed
that he thought that Mr. Balfoul' should
make it explicit whether that was the
amonnt that the munieipalities were to
pay originall'y, or the amcmnt which they
would really be out of pocket after they
got the Government subsidy.
The Hon. J. BALFouR.-The original
amount I mean.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said it
would be better to have it expressed.
rrhe amendment was agreed to.
Discussion took place on sub-clause (1)
of clause 4, which was as follows : Ev~ry person claiming to be entitled to any
snch bonus or reward for the destruction of a
wild ?og shall, if required tu do so by any
councillor or clerk or officer of such municipa,lity, before payment thereof, furnish to the
cOlmc~1 of st~ch municipality. a statutory declaratIOll settmg forth the parIsh and particular
place in snch municipality in which such wild
dog was destro) ed. and declaring that such
dog was a dingo, or (as the case ma,y be) an
undomesticated dog inhabiting the bush, and
apparently had no owner, and was under no
control; and he shall also hand to the said councillor or clerk or officer the skin of such dog.

The Hon. J. BALFOUR remarked
that t.he words "if required to do so by
any councillor or clerk or officer of
such municipality" (line 3), should be
omitted. 'Whoever claimed to be entitled
to a bonus should be bound to make that
statutory declaration, which should not be
conditional on the asking of any councillor or clerk or officer. He begged to
moveTh<l:t the words" if required to do so by any
counCIllor or clerk or officer of such municipality" (lines 3-4), be omitted.

Tile Hon. VV. McCULLOCH said that
the municipalities w{)uld surely act in
their own interests. If there was any
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don bt they would make a man make a
declaration.
The HOll. J. BALFOUB.-Evcl'Y lUall
should make the declaration.
The Hon. "W. McCULLOCH said he
thought the municipalities were competent to look after their own interests.
The HOll. J. nT. DA\T[Es.-There may
be only one dog to be paid for.
The Hon. S. G. BLACK stated that in
regard to the point which Mr. Balfour
had raised, as a matter of experience in
Olle l:lhirc whieh he had to do with for
some years, they ,had exactly a similar
experienGl'. rrhey demanded from the
mCll with regard to foxes a declaration
with every fox skin which ~as brought in
for payment. They found that that did
not cause any great trouble in that shire.
The skins came in regularly and the
declarations with them. It was a PI'€>tection to the conncil, especially in this
case, because the neighbouring shire of
Hampden did not pay for skins at all.
The HOll. A. O. SAcHsE.-Did you require a statutory declaration 7
The Hon. S. G. BLACK said they did.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE observed that
he thought the Millister was on sound
ground in this matter. Commissioners
for taking affidavits or justices of the
peace CQ\,lld not be always got in these
country districts to take these declarations.
The clause provided for a
statutory declaration, and he took it that
that meant-although he waR not a.
lawver-that it must be a declaration
macle before a justice of the peace or a
commissioner for taking affidavits. The
Goyernor in Council would have to
appoint a few hundred more justices of
the peace or commissioners.
The Hon. J-. BALFOUR said he was still
of the opinion that it was a good thing to
~trike out these ,vords.
He had been
asked by one municipality to have the
amendment made. If it was not done,
the making of a declaration was very apt
to be omitted. It would open the door
to fraud, and if a man knew that he
held to do so he would get a declaration
made before he sent in the skin. If a
man was not able to have a declaration
made before he sent in the skin, why
should it be provided ill the Bill that any
clerk or officer of the council could demand
it 1 There must be somebody to make
the declaration before.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-No demand
will be made for a declaration unless

Dest1"llction Bill.

there is some one available to make it
before.
The Hon. J. BALFOUH, s~lid that in
that case there was no usc and no proteotion in the clause at all. Honorable
members knew that it was not necessary
to have a justice of the peace, for the
Government appointed officers to take
statutory declarations in the country
districts. There was no great difficulty
about that.
The Hon. G. GODFREY observed that
there was no doubt that Mr. Balfour was
right. The objection that there were no
commissioners for taking ~ffidavits could
be remedied, and the objection that there
were no j llstices of the peace a vaila ble
was hardly tenable, because every municipality had a justice of the peace presiding
over it.
The Hon. A. O. SAcHsE.-That is round
the towns, but what about the outlying
districts~

The Ron. 'V. McCULLOCH remarked
that the municipalities would protect
themsel ves. They would not pay money
away without protecting their own interests.
.
The Hon. J. BAIJFOUR.-But why object
to the amendment?
The Hon. 'V. McCULLOCH said it
would be very inconvenient, because the
dogs would probably only be found in the
wilder parts of the country and not in the
settled distriets at all. ~rhe amendment
would destroy the effect of the whole
clause.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that he
thought the clause might remain as it
was. He imagined the way it would be
worked would be this :-Supposing a man
had a great number of skins there would
be a reason for requiring a declaration,
or supposing it was reasonably easy to get
a declaration, but there might be cases
w here a man killed a dog some 40 or 50
miles away from where there was a justice
of the peace, and he might send the skin
in by f:lome friend who was going in.
There might cert9.inly be a justice of the
peace at the place where .the payment was
to be made, but it was wrong to require
the person who killed perhaps one dog to
travel all that distance to make a declaration.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-What if the
clerk asked him to do it ~
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said il\ tha.t
case the man would have to put up with
the hardship, but the clerks of the
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councils would probably be reasonable.
It. was all very weU to say that more
justices of the peace might be appointed,
but it was a very difficult thing in the
unsettled flarts of the State to get
gentlemen suitable for the position, and it
was very undesirable tQ multiply the number of commissioners for taking affidavits.
The Hon. fS. G. BLACK said if the
necessity for making a declaratioll was done
away with, the check would be done away
with which had been spoken of by one
hOllorable member on a previous clam.;e
on the question of making it difficult for
those shires which paid a higher rate to
protect thcwsel yes against others which
pajd a lower rate. It would be noticed
that there was no time limit in this clause.
There was llothir:g to preyent a mall keep·
ing a skin until he happened to be in the
township. It might be six months afterwards when he carne in, and then he
could make his declaration and send in
the skin.
The Hon. A. 'VYNNE.-:-Do you find
municipalities throwing their money away
on this sort of thing ~
The Hon. S. G. BLACK said he fonnd it
was a great convenience in dealing with
this matter to get these declarations
made. 1.'he experience of the shire with
wbich he was connected was that a man
sent in his skin and attached his declaration to it, and there was the voucher for
the amount straight away.
The HOll. A. ·WYNNE.-It is not every
place that is as handy as that to :;t shire
council.
'rhe amendment was negatived.
Sir ARTHUR SNOWDEN remarked
that he wished to call attention to one
point. He did not know whether it was
material or not.
After the words "in
which" (line 8), he thought the words
"and when" lihould be inserted. Honorable members who were experienced in
chese matters would know whether or not
it was desirable that there should be some
evidence of when the dog was destroyed.
He begged to moveThat the words "and when" be inserted
after the word" which" (line 8).

The Hon. A. WYNNE. - We will accept
that.
The amendment was agreed to.
The Hon. S. G. BLACK movedThat after the word" control" (line 13) the
words" and that he did not breed or raise such
wild dog, nor was it done by anyone to his
knowledge or belief" be inserted.
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He said he thought that that was very
necessary to prevent the establishment of
a professional class of dog-breeders.
The Hon. 'V. McCULLOCH observed
that to start broeding dingoes was about
the last thing a man would think about,
'1'he Hon. J. BAIJFOUR.-The Bill says
"undomesticated dogs without an owner."
A man might breed dogs and let them
loose.
1.1 he Hon. W. McCGLLOCH said that
the clause meant" dingoes."
The amondment was agreed to.
On clause 6, providing that the council
of any municipality might pay such
larger sums than "twenty shillings" by
way of bonus or reward for the destruction
of wild dog'B as to such eouncil seemed fit,
with the proviso that the Goyernor in
Couneil should not pay to the council of
any municipality any sum exceeding ten
shillings for any \vild dog destroyed,
The Hon. J. BALFOUR movedThat the word "twenty" be struck out with
a view to the insertion of the word " ten."

He said this was an amendment conseq uential on the amendment which the
committee had made in elause 3.
The amendment was agreed to.
The Hon. D.. HAM asked if he could
move an amendment in the proviso to
alter the word "ten" to "five" ~ He
said surely that was also a consequential
amendment. It would have to be halved
the same as the other amount.
1.'he CHAIH.MAN. - No, we canllot
make the alteration.
The Hon. D. HAM said that all he
could sav in the case was that the Bill
would c~me back to the Council on that
point.
The Bill was reported with amendments, and the amendments were considered and adopted.
On the motion of the HOll. 'V.
McCULLOCH, the Bill was then read a
third time and passed.
FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT.
COS~I' Oli' ,V AGES BOARDS.
The Hon. N. LEVI movedThat there be laid before this House a return
showing1. W hat amount of money has been paid by
the Government, if any, for expenses as fees to
the various members ofthe wages boards under
the Factories and Shops Acts during the eighteen
months ending 30th June, 1901, specifying the
total sums paid to the employes' representatives, the employers' representatives, and the
chairmen.
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2. The amount of cost incurred in printing iI~
the Government Gazette under separate headings,
as follow:(1) The determinations of each wages
board.
(2) The permissions for working overtime
to different applicants.
(3) The hours of closing shops in yarious
cities, towns, and shires.
(4) The amount paid for law costs for prosecutions under the Acts.
(5) The names of the various trades
brought under the operation of the
Acts and the dates thereof; and
(6) The amount received by the Government for the fees received for applications for extension of time for
working.

He said he believed there was no opposition to the motion. He had originally
propos~d that the return should only cover
a period of twelve months, but he thought
it would be better to make the period
eighteen months.
The motion was agreod to.
rrhe House adjourned at twenty-four
minutes to seven o'clock, until 1\18sday,
Septem ber 17.

. LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
T'uesday, September 3, 1901.

The SPEAKER took the chair at halfpast four o'clock p.m.
IMPHOVEMENTS TO BIUGHrrON
PIER.
Mr. BENT asked the Treasurer if he
was aware that the Brighton Town Council
and Brighton Yacht Club had agreed to
pay to the Public 'Yorks departluent
£500 out of an estimated expenditure of
£1,500 towards improving the Brighton
pier ; and if so, were 1here any reasons
why a sum did not appear upon the
Estimates for the year 1901-2 towards
this work 1 He said that the Minister of
Public Works almost led the Brighton
rrown Council to believe thut they were
to get this monoy, and on the strength of
that the town council and the Brighton
Yacht Club agreed to pay the £500. The
di8trict paid £50,000 a yl~ar in customs
duties, and there was not a penny on the
Estimates to be spent there.
Mr. PEACOCKo-There was a proposal
to place £500 on the Estimates for a boat
hu.rbor a~ Middle Brighton, the council
to provide another £500. This is the
onlv record I can find.
The sum was on
the" Estimates sent up from the Public
WOloks department to me, but I was unable

to provide the item, as well as many
others, through shortness of funds.
LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANIES.
Mr. METHVEN asked the Premier the
following questions ;1. Is he aware tha,t many persons are induced
to take ~)Ut life assurance policies in proprietary
compames under the belief that they are aseuring in a mutual company °1
2. 'Vill the Government take the necessary
steps to provide that on all life assurance proposal forms issued by a proprietary company the
following question shall be printed in the same
type as the other queries are printed in :-" Are
you aware that this is a proprietary company,
the shareholders of which have pain up £ and
take£ per cent. of the net profits of the company?"

He said that it was only right that people
assured their lives in these companies
should be made aware of the nature of the
company.
~1r. PEACOCK.-My colleague (the
Attomey-General) has been looking into
the matter, and sent me a communication just before I came into the chamber. There is 110 power under our law at
present to do that which the honorable
member thinks ought to be done. I have
had a list prepared by the AttorneyGeneral of the l1111tlber of non-mutual
companies, and I propose to go through
it carefully, and to bring the matter before the Cabinet at the first opporLullity.
I quite agree with the honorable member
that some of the persons do not know
until after they have become members of
societies that those societies are not mutual.
w~o

WAGES OF EX-RAILWAY GANGERS
ACTING AS FENCERS.
Mr. MURRAY asked the Minister of
Railways what wages were paid to exgangers who had been appointed as
fencers 1 He said his object in asking this
question was that a great number of men
in the Railway department who had been
satisfac'~orily doing their work for years
had to undergo a severe vision test, and
had failed to pass it. There was no clerical work for which they might be deemed
fitted for which they would receive the
same rate of pay that they were recei ving
before. Then they were put to the work.
of fencing at reduced pay.
Mr. TRENWITH.-The wages paid to
gangers appointed as fencers are from 7s.
6d. to 8s. per day, and for acting as
assistant fencers the rate is 7s. The unfortunate fact in connexion with these
men is that a number of them have upon
examination proved not to be up to the
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standard of sight, and to leave the men
where they were formerly would be a
positive danger to them and to the public.
Mr. MURRAY.-A ganger has very little
to do with the public.
Mr. TREN·WITH.-He h:ls to work on
the line, and it is considered absolutely
.essential that he mnst be up to a certain
standard of sight. I have received complaints from the oculists, that even now
with all our care men are killed on onr
railways, because their sight is not up to
the scientific standard. vYe have in connexion with thE), department a practical
board to apply practical sight tests. The
oculists declare that even that is in.adequate, and that men are killed through
their defective sight.
1'hese mell who
fail to pass the vision test are permitted
to do work which does not necessitate perfect sight, but it unfortunately happens
that the pay is less than they were
getting, still, there is the alternative that
they can leave the service.
MANUAL TRAINING AND COOKERY
CLASSES IN COUNTRY SCHOOLS.
:Ylr. MI1'CHELL asked the Minister of
:PulDlic Instruction the following quostiol\ls : 1. Is it his intention to give the scholars in
country schools an opportunity to be taught
manual training?
2. Is it his intention to give facilities to
-children in country schools to attend cooking
classes?

He s~lid that the Premier had stated in his
Budget speech that marvellous results had
been obtained by the new system of
teaching in the metropolitan school district. As these results were so satisfactory, he (Mr. Mitchell) would like to have
.some of the benefits of this system of
teaching extended to the country districts.
Mr. GUH.R.-The answers to the honorable member's questions are as follow:1. It is the intention of the department to
give facilities for manual training instruction in
.centres of population in country districts.
2. The department proposes to increase the
staff of teachers of cookery, a,ud will endeavour
to give instruction in the subject in as many
schools as possible in country districts.

VERMIN DESTRUCTION.
Mr. DUFFY asked the Commissioner
-of Crown Lauds and Survey if he would
.consider the advisability of1. Supplying land-owners with vermin poison
gratuitously?
2. Altering the Vermin 1; estruction Act so
that the present minimum fines can be lowered?
Session 19()].-[80]
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Mr. DUGGAN.-The answer to the
first question is "No." 'fhe answer to
the second question is also" No."
S UIUtENDER OF SELECTED
LANDS.
Mr. A. HARRIS asked the Minister
of Lands if he would intimate, through
the press, that he was prepared to
consider offers from selectors in Gippsland who felt that they had more
land than they could profitably work,
and who were willing to surrender onehalf or one-third of tbeir lloldings to
the State pro"iding that tbey \\'ore credited in respect of the area, retained with
the full amoun t they bad paid un the surrendered portion ~
Mr. DUGGAN.-A great deal has been
done in the direction ~eferred to, and the
law at present 011 the statute-book provides for it. Section 72 of the Land
Act 1898, W:l amended by section 56
of the Land Act 1900, No.2, empowers
the Governor in Council t-:> accept the surrender of any licence or lease of an agrioultural allotment or grazing allotment,
part of which the licensee or lessee desires
to abandon, and the whole (ll'any partof the
licence-fees or rent paid in respect of the
part a.bandoned may be credited by the Governor in Council to the parttc[) be retained.
The honorable member has taken a great
deal of interest in this matter, and he will
see that I was not oblivious of that fact
in bringing down my Land Bill last
December. I think the whole case is lllet
by that amendment.
VACANCIES IN THE HAlLWAY
DEFAR11 .MEN1'.
MEDICAL FEE FOR ApPLIC.AN'l's.

Mr. LA'VSON asked the Minister of
Railways if he could and would make
arrangements to refund or forego the payment of the medical fees charged by the
Railway department against applicants for
permauent em.ployment in that department in connexion \vith the examination
of suoh applicants? He said that other
members had mentioned this matter previously, and he had been asked to bring it
forward. If the Minister could not see
his way to forego the payment of the fee
in all cases, he might do so in the cases of
unsuccessful applicants.
Mr. TRENWITH.-I regret to sa.y that
I eanllot see my way clear to comply with
the suggestion. The fee payable for many
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years was lOs. 6d., but it. was reduced by
the late commissioner in July, 1898, to
5s., and it seems to me that it is a reasonable charge. "" e have to pay the medical
men who make these examinations.
Mr. METHYEN.-Does not the Government medical officer do this work 1
HECLASSIFICATION OF 'rHE
PUBLIC SERVICE.
Mr. HENNESSY asked the Premier if
he would be good enough to state what
action he had taken with regard to officers
whose claims to promotion had been overlooked in corillexion with the recbssitieation of tho public service ~ He said in
asking thi::; qnestion he wonld like to
know if the Premier had received any
protests from the Income Tax department
or the Law departmellt ~
Mr. PEACUCK.-In accordance with
the promise I made to the House, my colleagues have gone through and subsequently consulted mc in regard to tho great
body of the certificates, and the bulk of
them have pasHed the Executive Council.
There is a small number left over, and 1
am going into them. The Government
must take the full respollsibility of its
action in regard to this matter. There
will always be a proportion of dissatisfied
persons. I do not intend to take any
further action in regard to the dissatisfied
ones. I was surprised to see a paragraph
in this morning's pa,per. It was virtually
a threat. rrhi::; is the paragraphThe Puhlic ~el'"ice Committee has decided
that if an equitable arrangement in dealing
with all the a,ppeals against the issue of the
certificatcs by the Public Service Commissioners
is not made by the GoYernment, a "black list,"
giving full details of alleged unfair recommendations, will 1e placed before Parliament
at once.

I resent that at once.
Mr. IRYINE.---'Vho says that?
:Mr. PEACOCK.-A body that is known
as the Public Service Committee. This
will not affect the Government nor members in doing their duty in connexion with
this matter.
ADVANCES UNDER THE MINING
DEVELOPMENT ACT.
Mr. KERR movedThat there be laid before this House a return
showing- 1. The· amount allotted under the
Mining Development Act to each mining district
in the State as grants to companies or co-operative parties, and the amounts repaid by each
district to date. 2. What securities have been
realized upon and what amount of loss, if any,
has taken place by sllch sale.

llfining Development Act.

Mr. BAILES seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
Mr. BURTON presented a return in
accordance with the a.bove mot.ion.
STATE SCHOOL TEACHERS BILL.
:Mr. GURR moved for leave to introduce
a Bill to amend and consolidate the law
relating to State school teachers.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
MINING DEVELOPMENT ACTS
AMENDMENrr· BILL.
Mr. BUnTON moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Mining Development Acts.
The 11Iot.ion was agreed to.
r:rhe Bill was then brought in, and read..
a first time.
PURCHASE OF THE EURACK
ESTATE.
Mr. DUGGAN moved-That this House do now resolve itself into ru
committee of the whole to consider the following resolution :-Tha,t it is expedient to acquire
for the purpose of closer settlement the Eurack
Estate, particulars of which are included in the
provisional contract and statement placed upon
the ta1le of the Legislative Assembly on the
29th day of August, 1901.

The motion was agreed to.
The House having resolved itself into.
Committee of the "Thole,
Mr. DUGGAN movedThat it is expedient to acquire for the purposeof closer settlement the Eurack Estate, particulars of which are included in the provisional
contract and statement placed upon the table
of the Legislative Assembly on the 29th day of
August, 1901.

He said-I feel that honorable members
generally, and particularly the older members ofthe House, are so conversant with
the Closer Settlement Act, that very little
explanation will be necessary on my part,
as far as its provisions are concerned. It
will be interesting, no doubt, even to older
members, and more interesting to younger'
members, to know something of the history,
from its initiation to the present time, of
the closer settlement movement in this
State. Under Act No. 1602, passed on
20th December, 1898, 165 estates have·
been submitted to the various Go\'ernments for consideration, and foul' out of
the number, containing 28,553 acres,
have been purchased for £147,475;.
£2,600 has bee\1 granted for roads, water'
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channels, and bridges, The first estate, to discover any gentleman who will go upon
and one that proved a very great success, the estate and take it. It is loaded with
was the 'Wando Vale Estate, comprising too expensive improvements, and that is a
10.446 acres, purchased on the 23rd of factor that will have to be guarded against
I think honorable memMarch, 1900. Sixty-six families have in the fnture.
been settled there, and improvemen ts in bers a little later on 'will perceive that I
the shape of buildings, fencing, and cul- have guarded the Ellrack Estate against
tivation, valued at over £6,000, have been any continge:lCy of the sort I have meneffected. A State school, two black- tiolled in counexion with the 'Vhitfiold
smiths' shops, a creamery, and a post- Estate. Now we have purchased another
office have been opened. The sum of kind of estate, known as the 'Vorkml=)n's
£1,000 was granted to the shire council Homes, at Brunswick. vYhen purchased,
to assist in making roads. The next tlU1,t estate comprised 91 acres, bnt, unestate, which was possibly not so success- fortunately, it was not discovered at the
ful, wa.s the vValmer Estate, near Hor- time that a projected railway, which had
sham, containing 13,769 acres, purchased been actually surveyed, ran from one
on the 23rd October, 1900. Thirty·nine cornel' to the other throllghout the estate,
families have been successfullv settled on and, consequently, 23 acres had to be
it. The \"hole estate, with tl;e exception reserved for public purposes, that is to
of 400 a9res, which is to be, cut up ill say, i!l the interests of this railway, for
small areas of from 5 to 20 acres, has frontages to a creek which was rnnning
been taken up.
Substantial improve- through the estate, and for various other
However, up tIT) the present
ments at the time of the Jast report had purposes.
been made to the value of £1,200. time this settlement has br.en very snccessWater channels were being constructed, fill. 'rhe whole of the blocks have been
which would cost between £1,200 and placed, good and valuable improvements
£1,300.
have been erected upon the land, tenders
Sir JOHN McIN',IYRE.-'Who is con- for the erection of two bridges over the
structing them ~
creek which I mentioned are being called'
Mr. DUGGAN.-As I understand it, the for, and arrangements have been made
cost is taken out of the purchase money of by the Governr~ent with the Melbourne
the estate. The State is constructing portion and Metropolitall Board of 'Yorks to
of them, but not the whole. 'rhe 'Whit- invest that prope.1.'ty with the necessary
field Estate has not been quite as successful water accommodation, that is to say,
as the other two mentioned. It comprises the board has to lay the pipes through4,246 acres, purchased on the 1st of No- out the settlement from the mains.
vember, 1900. It was subdivided into 36 What I have mid to honorable members
allotments, all of which have been disposed has referenee to the past of the closer
of except six, including the homestead settlement movement, and, with the excepblock. The work of fencing and building tion of five or six hlocks which are yet
is being rapidly pushed on. An unfor- unallotted in connexion with the Whitfield
tunate circumstance has arisen in con- Estate, ~nd 400 acres un allotted in connexion with this estate, and that is in nexion with the vValmer Estate-that is,
regard to the homestead block. The im- of the smaller blocks-the properties have
provements on the homestead block, com- been taken up. vVe have been prevented
prising 200 acres, a,re valued at £10 an from allocating that land on the Walmer
acre, but that is a very expensive valu- Estate through some trouble with sonle
ation. My predecessor, in introducing individuals there as to an easement over
this estate to the House, stated that the the property. That will be got over in
price for the residence alone without the the course of a few days, and I hope to
bricks, which were supplied by the have those 400 acres on the market in a
gentleman for whom' the house was very short period. Coming to the Eurack
built, was £1,800. It fell to my lot Estate, it comprises, as disclosed in the
when this Government took office to visit 'papers I laid upon the table of the House
this estate, and to order its cutting up the other night, 5,102~ acres. "Te have
into suitable allotments. Two hundred entered into a provisional contract for the
acres were assigned to the homestead, purchase of the whole area at £10 lOs.
and I wrote down the value of the im- per acre, or a total of £53,576 5s., of
provements of the 200 acres to £1,250, which the sum of £3,750 is to be paid
but up to the present time we have failed back to us by the vendor-£2,250 for
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150 acres of the land at £15 per acre,
and £1,500 for the buildings.
Sjr JOHN McINTYRl<J.-You have picked
the eyes out of it.
Mr. DUGGAN.-The honorable rnember
is interjecting without being seised of the
facts of the case, and if he will have a
little patience I think he will corne to a
very different conclusion before I and the
Honse have finished. Instead of picking
the eyes out, I think I have put an eye
in so far as the plan is concerned. The
portion of the estate upon this pfan
coloured blue was sold fifteen years ago,
at £15 per acre; the portion coloured red
is the projected 150 acres to be bought
back by the vendor, upon which the
hOl1lestead, tho woolshed, and various
other buildings are erected. To get over
the contingency and the great trouble
which existed with the 'Whitfield Estate,
I agreed with the owner of this estate
(Mr. H.obert Chirnsido), after purchasing
tho ,,,.holo of it, thrtt ho n)ight buy back
150 acres and the homestead and other
buildings at a price of £3,750. So far as
the buildings themselves are concerned,
reference is made to them in the valuers'
report.
Mr. Smith Macdonald values
them at £1,500. ' '7"0 actually get £1,500
for them, and we get a valuation at £15
per acre for thE 150 acres. The property
is happily and well described in the
valuations-which I have taken the liberty
on this occasion to have printed' and circulated with the Bill, so as to prevent a
long ~peech npon the mattet', and so that
honorable members may be in possession
of all and every feature of the case that I
am in possession of myself. I presume
those reports are in the hands of honorable members at the present time.
Mr. IRVINE.-They hase only just been
circulated now.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Yes, they ha\'e been
After
circulated now with the Bill.
allowing for the £3,750 which will be paid
back to the· State bv the vendor of this
property, ·honorable· members will then
see that the rema,ining portion vf the property will be purchased at £10 per acre
in round numbers, or to be crncin,l]y correct, at £10 Is. 3d. per acre for the
balance. If honorable members will refer
to page 6 of the valuers' rep~rt, they will
see bow the valuation has been arri ved at.
I may say I have gone over very carefully
and very crucially \vith my surveyorgeneral, Mr. H.eed, every inch of this property, and I COllcur in that respect with
v
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the reports submitted by Mr. Baker and
Mr. Smith Macdonald. A thousand acres
of the land is valued by Mr. Baker at £19
per acre, but some of it may bring a little
more-that is £19,000. A thou~a~\d acres
is valued at £ 16 per acre-very rich
land - and that means £16,000.
A
thousand acres, very good cultivation land,
is valued at. £10 per ac1'e-£10,000. A
thousand acres, grazing and cultivation
land, is valued at £7 per acre-that means
£7,000.
Five hundred acres, gra7,ing
laud ollly, is valued at, £4 lOs. per acreor a total of £2,250. Three hundred acres,
svv'ampy and poor land, is valued at £3
per acre, or £900 in all. Two hundred
and seventy-eight acres of salty fiats
is valued at £1 per acre onlythat means £278.
I will describe
to honorable members the land val ned at
£3 and £1 pel' acre. It is comprised in
these four little yellow blotches. These
are small salt plains and they aggregate,
as honorable members will see, 578 acres
out of the total of 5,000 odd acreH, or a
very small percentage of the the whole.
Mr. LANGDOK.-vVhat is the white
patch ~
Mr. DUGGAN ......:..It is a large lake of
190 acres, not included in the survey at
all, and is Crown lands. The lake acts as
a sort of saucer or depression into which
the estate is, and has been, drained, and
may be drained in the future.
Mr. MURltAY.-Is it a salt lake 7
Mr. DUGGAN.-Yes, partly or wholly.
Mr. MURRAY.-Do vou mean that part
of it is fresh and partVof it salt 7
Mr. DUGGAN.-No. It is not exceptionally salt, it is a little more than
brackish. This estate is close to rail way
It iR about 5 miles
communication.
from the Beenc railway station, 55 miles
from Geelollg, and consequently exactly
100 miles from Mel bourne.
Mr. MURRAY.-Is its closeness to Geelong regarded as a drawback 1
:Mr. DUGGAN.-l do not think thero
are any drawbacks about it; there may
bo a little primage. It is 12 miles only
from Colac, 16 miles from Winchelsea,
and 44 miles from Terang. The eolac
Dairying Company during the last twelve
months have paid out for milk £80,000,
and as the product of that milk they have
sold £105,000 worth of butter. One of
their creameries is no great distance from
this estate; and I am assured that the
Colac Company will readily erect a
creamery upon the property as soon as
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the property is set tled.
There are
factories, as I said, . close to it, or within
no great distance. However, it will be
desirable to have a factory erected upon
tho property itself. A very great feature
showing the productivenessQf that country
is given in the fact that \vithin a radius of
9 miles of 1.'erang last year t.he various
creameries paid to the farmers no less
than £220,000 in cash for cream. That
is a very great factor in considering the
purchase of this estate. Mr. Baker has
addressed a memorand um to me, dated
2nd September, seeing no doubt by the
press that it was my intention to submit
this property to tho HOLlse to-day. In
the memorandum he gives me pertinent
facts, and very pertinent figures. He
saysCorrunUll, Colac, 2nd September, 1901.
The Hon. the Minigter of Lands.
Dear Sil',-A little further information re the
Colac district may be useful to you. The
following estates have been cut up and sold in
farms during the last few years ; Cororooke (Robertson Bros.), 14 miles fr01l1
Eurack, in 1885, 6,000 acres, average price
about £24 per acre; prices ranged up to £40.
Colac Estate (Robertson Bros.), the outlying
portion (certaiuly not the best) in 188G, 8
miles from Eurack, almost solely grazing land,
being too stony for cultivation. Average price,
about £20 lOs. per acre. This land is now in
demand at up to £27. Area. sold, 5,700 acres.
Corrunllu Estate (D. E. Stodart), bought by
a sywlica.tc in 1888 at £19 (Mr. Wm. McCulloch at thc head of it), since sold in fa.rms at an
average of about £25 per acre np to £45.
Area, 4,500 acres. Thirteen miles from Eurack
in a straight line.
Warrion Estate (1'. C. Murray), 5,500 acres;
11 miles from Eurack; three-fourths of stony
grazing lalld, including heavy stone barriers
but rich pasture, none fit for cuiLiv<),tion, sold
at an average of £16 per acre in 1899 and 1900.
Eleven miles from Eurack.
W"ool ~Wool Estate (executors late Andrew
Murray), 4,700 acres, very stony land, including heavy stone rises but rich pasture land,
none fit for cultivation. Sold during last few
months at an average of about £12 lOs. per
acre.
Watch Hill Estate.-This is a couple of
miles west of Eurack. I cannot at the moment
give the exact area or correct price, but some of
it is worth up to £20 and down to £5. Eurack
is better tlmn it. Watch Hill is noted for the
prime quality of its fat stock.
Coragulac, 4,000 acres. Weare now a(lver.
tising-

I presume
firm-

that means

Mr.

Baker's

this for sale in farms, and it will probably
average £30. It is one of Robertson Bros.'
properties, and a,bout 10 miles from l!~urack.
Rents -The rents for dairying OIl thljse
estates range generally from 15s. to 27s. per
acre, with ct great demand. Hundreds of applicants unsupplied.
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Cultivation rents range from 20s. to 50s. per
acre around here.
All the estates sold years ago here are now
selling at large advances on prices paid by first
farmers.
Population of the Colac shires, 10,440greabest of any shire-owing to the cutting up
of those properties.
Faithfully yours,
(Signed) THOMAS BAKER.

Now, a great number of honorable members are acquainted with Mr. Baker. He
once had the honour of being a member
of this House. His integrity and probity
I do not think anyone will question.
Mr. MumtAY. -I would sooner take his
valu"ation than that of anybody else in
Victoria.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Hear, hear. His experience and knowledge of that particular
district prompt me to say that this House
could not have more authentic information
placed before it, and I feel satisfied that in
following that gentleman'S lead as a valuer
we shall not be very far wrong. Mr.
Smith Macdonald, in his valuation of this
property, values it at £10 lOs. per acre.
Mr. Baker values it at £11 per acre.
Exempting the 150 acros-which is not,
the oyes of the estate by a h>tlg way, as
has been disclosed by tho facts which I
have read to the House-at the end of
Mr. Baker's report there is a stat.ement
showing that 1,000 acres is valued at £19
per acre. T fully concur in that. Those
are the rising grQunds. rrhey call them
banks, and they are the most lovely' banks
which it has eVEr been my experienee to
see. I saw them when I went down there,
but that \ras at an exceptionally bad
time of the year. The carrying capacity of that land is exceedingly heavy.
There are also 1,000 acres valued at £16
per acre. That is described as vory rich
land, and it is probable that it is some of
that land that bas been taken over by the
vendor in connexion with the homestead.
In making that bargain with Mr. Chirnside I think I made avery fair bargo,in ill
the interests of the State. I.am referring
to tho repurchase by him of the 150 acres
I have mentioned, for no person from outside would come in and pay for the improvements upon it to the extent of £1,500.
There is an explanation why Mr. Chirnsido
took this piece of his property back. It is
because at the back of this property, on
its western boundary, he has another property of some 3,000 or 4,000 acres.
Mr. FORRES'l'.-Five thousand acres.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Yes, it comprises 5,000
aeres, and is called the vVeering Estate.
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That was submitted with this estate at the
IstLlIle time, but I would not look at it. a
second time.
I felt that it was not
suitable to the requirements of closer
settlement, and I suggested that if Mr.
Chirnside would eliminate that as vendor
of the property I would consider the purchase of the remaining portion.
The
5,000 acres is still 011 Mr. Chirnside's
hands, and is only about 2 01' 2~ miles
from the homesteH.d. Consequently he
has tho ·advautrtgo of having his yards,
wool-shed, dwelling, and garden in close
proximity to this 5,000 acres, and it
is for that roason that we secured
such a favorable deal with him. I am
quite satisfied that no outside p!')rson would give anything like the price
that has been paid to us by that gentleman in connexion with the homestead and
the land immediately surrounding it.
.That bug-bear or that trouble will, therefore,
not face us in the disposal of this estate
in the future. I do not know anything
more which I can say to honorable
members in connexion with the estate,
except to emphasize this, that I have
personally visited the estate and inspected
every inch of it. I can therefore recommend its repurchase with the greatest
possible confidence to honorable members;
and I can say in all truth, and in the full
belief that I am statillg to honorable
members what is absolutely correct, that
this property will sell like hot cakes.
Honorable members will observe that I
have not come down to this House with
agreements signed, as was done in some
cases, which were not worth the paper
they were written on, as was eventually
proved in a number of instances.
Mr. IRvlNE.-'Yhat p~1.fticular instance
are you alluding to ~
:Ylr. DUGGAN.-I am referring particularly to the 'Valmer Estate. A great
deal of repudiation took place so far as
the contracts, \V hich were signed, were
concerned ..
Mr. IRVINE.-There was no repudiation
so far as the contracts themselves were
concerned.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Those who made
them did not fulfil what they wished the
Minister of the day to believe on that
occasion. The 'Walmer Estate was over
applied for long before it was put on the
market by the Government, but not afterwards. I t hung then for a considerable
time, as honorable members must know,
and, through contingencies, those who

~igned
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those agreements did not know what
they were r:;igning, nor the obligations
they were labouring under. They did
not know that if they were possessed of
property amounting to a certuill valuation they were prevented from coming in
under the Closer Settlement Act and
selecting a portion of the estate. No
dOllbt there were many valid reasons for
withdrawing in many instancml. The
same thing as waH done with the Wando
Vale Estate, the 'Yalmer Estate, and the
'Whitfield Estate might have been done
here, but I felt honestly that it was quite
unnecessary that it should be done, and
that 110 representations shonld be made to
the House beyond the testinlOny of those
who had a thorough knowledge of the
district. ]h:om all the inquiries which I
have made, and from all the information
which I have been able to get together, it
is with the gTeatest confidence that I
submit this resolution to the House, and
ask the concurrence of honorable members
therein.
)'lr. IRVINE.-Before you sit down can
you give some indication of how yon propose that the land should be subdivided ~
:Mr. DUGGAN.--J was going to do
that in committee. I have gone a little
further than my predecessor in this
connexion in the Bill. As honorable
members know, when this class of settlement was first introduced, it was provided
in the Bitt for the purchase of the Wando
Vale Estate that mo person could ta.ke up
an allotment beyond the value of £1,000.
At that time myself and other honorable
mern bel'S held that the amount was not
sufficient, and in the· Act the limit of
value of anyone allotment
was
made £1,250. That was in connexion
with the Bill for the purchase of the
'Vando Vale Estate. When the proposal
for the purchase of the Walmer Estate
came down the limit was fixed at £1,250.
I hold, even now, that £1,250 worth of
land is not sufficient, for variolls reasons,
and in this Bill I have provided-with
which proyision I hope to have the concurrence of the House-that the Emit of
the vallle of an allotment shall be
increased to £1,500.
Honorable members will find that in clause 4 of the
Bill. N ow as to how I propose that
. the estate shall be cut up. I have
been met with this trou Lle- that
an individual living within a reasonable
distance of some of these estates is perhaps
possessed of £600 or £700 worth of

Purchase of the

[3 SEPT., 1901.J

property, and can only take up an allotment in these estates which have been
purchased for closer settlement to make
up the difference between the property
he already o\vns and the limit of £1,250
provided for in the Act. I think it is
necessary that the limit should be in.creased so far as the area and value of land
taken up are concerned, in order to secure
permanent and desirable settlement.
1 propose also by \Va,y of regulation
- I think power is given mo to do
that in the Closer Settlement Actto deal with the planting of trees.
The only drawback in connexion with this
estate is that it may bo described as somowhat too opcn, and consequentl,y somewhat cold for dairying pnrposes. Th:l,t is
the only drawback which I think can possibly be laid at the door of thi~ particular
estate, and I propose to insert conditions
in the regulations whereby provision will
be made for planting trees for shelter,
either in group patches, or along the
boundaries of the variolls allotments.
Mr. IRVINE.-Bcfore you conclude,
there is a, little difficulty about the first
c1o.usc of the agreement as to the payment of the purchase money. I t is almost
impossible to understand precisely how it
is to be done.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Is this the clause
which the honorable member refers

t01(1) Twenty thousand pounds of the amount
of the said purchase shall be invested for the
vendor in Victorian Government 3 per cent.
stock . . .

Mr. IRVINE.-Is it intended to give the
vendor £20,000 Victorian stock, or is
it intended to give him £20,000 worth
{If Victorian stock 1
Mr. DUGGAN.-£20,000 worth of
Victorian stock.
Mr. IRvINE.-I think you will find a
little later on a great deal of confusion
arising frQl11 that.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Speaking as a layman, I have no knowledge of the intricacies of the law, but I do uot anticipate
.anything of the kind.
Mr. IRVINE.-It is not a question of the
intricacies of the law; it is a purelJ
financial q nestion.
Mr. DUGGAN.-The vendor is to
receive £20,000 \vorth of Government
stock, and the balance in cash.
Mr. IRVINE.-The difficulty is this:
If you read the whole of the clause you
will find that if you give him £20,000
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worth of stock yQU ought not to Sll btract
from the balance the accrued interest. I
will, however, point out that presently.
Mr. DUGGAN.-I beg to submit the
resoilltion to' the committee.
Mr. 'VAIlDE.--I desire to ask the Minister whether he can give us the valuation
of the property in the bouks of the shire
in which it is situated ~
Mr. DUGG-AN.-That is shown in the
valuation which has been circulated.
Mr. IRVINE.-I think I may congratulate the Government on having brought
down this proposal for the purohase of
land. In saying that, I do llOt me~m to
express any opinion whatever on the merits
of the proposal at this stage, for I shall
leave that to those more versed than I
am in matters of this kind. I think,
however, that the Minister was a little
severe in some of the criticisms which he
p~ssed upon the past transactions.
:Mr. DUGGAN.-I did not intend to be.
Mr. IRVINE.-I may claim fairly on behalfofthe late Government that those three
purchases, considering the fact that we
were initiating a new system which \ms
to a large extent experimental, were, on
tbe whole, very successful. I suppose
that some minor mistakes were made, as
was ine,'itable in snch circumstances, but
I think the result, as a whole, was immensely successful; and I think it will
work out as successful in this case. It
is unfortunate that we have not had a
fuller opportunity of investigating and
reading carefully theSe reports and valuations, and nnless there is some urgency
in connexion with the matter, I should be
inclined to ask the Minister to allow it to
stand over for the purpose of enabling us
to do this. I would point out this to the
House: that though it is quite true that
the Government ill bringing down the
proposal take the fullest responsibility
with regard to it, ::md no one will be more
ready to admit that than the Minister of
Lands, yet the House also are responsible,
for the House have to pass the resolution
affirming that it is expedient to adopt this
provisional contract. 'Ve cannot do that
withont having an opportunity of more
fully investigating the proposal. I do not
like to press the Government very much·
in this matter, because I recognise that
when dealing with provisional contracts
a long delay, or an undue delay, may
be unfair to the people with whom we are
dealing. I think, however, that the
matter might stand over for a day or two.
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1'he1'e if:) another reason why we should
ask thif:), and that is that I think there is
rather a serious flaw in this contract, to
which I endeavoured to draw the attention
of the Minister while he was speaking. It
is rather a complicated thing. It is not a
legal question, but really of a moral financial character. If honorable members will
l00k at the mode in which it is proposed
to pay this purchase mGmey they will find
that clause 1 of the provisional contract
statesTwenty thousand pounds of the amount of the
said purchase shall Le invested for the vendor
in Victorian Government Three per cent. stock,
ca.lculated at the market selling price quoted on
the Stock Exchange on the day preceding the
completion of the purchase, but not above par,
and the balance after deducting the amount of
acerued interest (if any) on the stock to the date
of completion of the purchase and allowing for
the SUIn of £5 paid on or hefore the execution
of these presents as hereinbefore expressed
shall Le paid in money to the vendor.

Then it goes on to provide how the iuvestment and payment are to be made
within 28 days. That is the difficulty.
I read that-and the Minister apparently
reads it in the same way-as being what it
says. That is, that £20,000 in money
out of the £50,000 payable is to be invested i.l Government stock. 'l'o simplify
the calculation, let us suppose this stock
to be at par. Being at par, it would be
exactly £20,000 of stock, if the interest
had just been paid. If, however, interest
had accrued due, or was accruing due, the
£20,000 would be a less amount of stock.
The £20,000 would be £19,000 odd.
The Treasurer will follow what I mean.
To use a homely illustration, it is like the
cow in calf. Yon buy the cow, and ultimately it has a calf. You gi ve something
for tho value of the .calf the cow will have.
It is the same here, if you buy the stock
with interest accruing.
Mr. BURToN.-That is always done.
Mr. IRVINE.-I do not S<1y that is
not ahnlYs done. If honorable members
will have a little patience to enable me to
explain to the Government a thing which
1 think has escaped attent.ion, they will
assist more effectually than by interrupting. Suppose that this stock at. the time
of the pm'cbase had accrued interest to
. the full amount, say one year's interest.
'l'hat would be £600. 'J1ilcn the £20,000
would buy, Hot £20,000 worth of stock,
but £19,400 worth of stock. rrhat 'would
be worth £20,000, because it carries the
£600 of interest. YOll would say to Mr.
Chirnside-"You baveyour £19,400 worth
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of stock with £600 of accrued interest.
That is worth £20,000 to you, and wipes
out £20,000 of tlll:! purchase money."
Mr. DUGGAN.-That is the beauty of
the bargain for us.
Mr. IRVINE.-I have no doubt that.
Mr. Chirnside agreed to that, but-Mr. DUGGAN.-He agreed to that, and
his solicitor also agreed.
Mr. IRVINE.-'l'hat may be so, but if"
that is the attitude, you are entering into·
a contract that will lead to very serious
litigation. It is an obyiolls mistake, and
it could not have been the known intention of the Government to pay Mr. Chirnside in that way. I am sure the Minister,.
when he thinks of it, will see that it was
not. So much for the matter which I
have endeavoured to explain.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-Move that progress be reported.
Mr. lRVINE.-I do not wish to do
that. My desjre merely was to call attention to a point in cOllnexion with this
contract as it stril{es me. I think that
this is a matter that ought to be eOllsidered. and that we should not enter intoa contract tbat may lead to a gOQd deal of
trouble if a few days' consideration will
avert that. 'Vith regard to the generall
proposal, as far ns I am able to judge at
first sight, it appears to me to be oue that
should receive very careful and favorable
consideration by the HOllse. I think,.
however, we ought to have a few days'
more time before we are asked to deaL
with it.
Mr. PEACOCK.-'l'he courteous request
of the leader of the Opposition will immediately be complied with by the Government, and I have to thank him for
having called my attentiem to this matter
just before the Chamber was meeting.
The Attorney-General unfortunately is
temporarily absent. As the leader of the
Opposition puts it, the Government, or
Parliament, ought not to take advantageof one of their citizens, if a point arises·
whieh hasnot been considered bythevcnd0r.
Section 158 of the Land Act provides : All land acquired by the board pursuant to>
this part shall at the option of the owner
thereof be paid for by the board by Government
:~ per cent. stock at par value, or at such
price above or below the par price as the·
Governor in Council shall determine, or in
money the proceeds of the sale of any such,
stock.

Therefore, it is a matter of negotiation
betweell the Minister of Lands, or the
representatives of the Government, and the-

Exported Products Act

[3 SEPT., 1901.] 1898 Amendment Bill.

individual seller. In the case of the
vVhit;field purchase by the late Government., the whole of the money with the
exception of £5 was taken in Government
stock. ~rhat was by mutual arrangement,
satisfactory to both parties. I understand
from the Minister of Lands that ill COrlnexion with this particular estate, it W3S
sugge::;ted by the Minisi;er to the representative of Mr. Chirnside that they
might take the purchase money in the
same way, but he said he wanted £30,000
in cash and the rest in stock. It is quite
right, therefore, even if Mr. Chirnside or
his solicitor have not seen the point
which has been put so clearly to the
Chamber by the leader of the Opposition,
that Parliament should not act in any way
harshly. I have no objection to postponing the matter until the point is made
clear. 'Ve might, however, pass the preliminary resolution.
Sir JOHN McINTYHE.-No, no. This
has only been intimated to us since last
Thursdav.
Mr. pkACOCK.-The request that we
should bring on the matter came from the
other ::;ide of the chamber, but I do not
want to take advantage of any houorable
rnember. I therefore beg to moveThat progress be reported.

The mot.ion was agreed to, and prGgress
was reported.
MARRIAGE ACT FURTHER
AMENDMEN1' BILL.
rrhis Bill was returned from the Legislative Conncil with a message intimating
that they had agreed to the same with
amendments.
The amendments were ordered to be
taken into consideration the following day.
EXPORTED PRODUCTS ACT 1898
AMENDMENT BILL.
The debate on NIr. :Morrissoy's motion
for the second reading of this Bill (adjourned from August 29) was resumed.
Mr. .McKENZIE.-My honorable friend,
the Minister of Agriculture, has brought
down this Bill with no doubt the very
best intention. I feel confident that it
is his desire, in bringing forward this
meaStlre, to do the best he C;l11 on behalf
of this important industry.
At the
same time the honorable gentleman
did not gi ve very snbstantiall'easons why
he should have brought it forward.
He did not show whe;-e the nccesi'iity
existed' for the introduction of this Bill,
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nor did he show from what quarter the
pressnre came, or what section of the
trade demanded a Bill of this description.
To mv mind there has not been t\ demand
from the butter industry for this measure,
and it is a very serious mat.ter to interfere with that important industry in the
manner which he proposes in this Bill.
The present Act is working satisfactorily,
and is showing that its operations tend to
tho benefit of the trade generally. rro
interfere with the existing state of things,
which are admittedly satisfactory, and to
make a new departure and undertake
someth ing that [nay prClve the very reverse, is a very serious business. It. is
contended by some of the advocates of the
Bill that those who oppose it, and Wh0 are
not in favour of the propcJsition to make
two grades in regard to quality, object to
Government supervision of the trade. I
do not assent to that, because I do not
think it follows that wo objoet to Government snpervision. I admit that Government supervision has done good tJ) the
butter industry in the past, and is
capable of doing a great deal of good
in the future, but it is also capable of
duing a great deal of harm if it is misdireeted, and I think that under this proposal it is quite possible for much harm
to be done. What we object ~~ however,
is the grading proposals of the Goycrnment--that is, the making of two qnalities
in rogard to gracie. It is contonded that
it is not possible for any expert a,t, this end
to determine accurately what the quality
of the butter will be when it arrives at
the other end. It may be possible to determine what its quality is here, and I do
not deny t.hat; bnt it is impossible for the
expert to say what changes may take
place in the butter during its transfer
fro111 this part to the old world. That
contention is objected to by the hOllorable
memberfor 'Varrnam bool. Be saici, in effect
-" The Danes grade butter, and ',"e have
had to learn fro111 the Danes; and if the
Danes, who are in the advanced position
in regard tq the butter industry, grade
the butt.er, why should we not follow their
example here, as we do in many other
matters 7" I do not think that that
argrlment will st.and. 'rhe butter graded
in Denrnark is landed in the London
market in about two or three days thereafter. It is not subjected to changes of
temperatnres that are likely to militate
against it!'; quality, for it is practicHlly in
the same climate all the time, and it bas
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not to undergo the I::ievere strain in that
respect that is experienced in the case of
butter sent from Melbol1l'l1e to the old
world.
Practically eight weeks elapse
frol11 the time Victoria.n bnttcr is manu·
factllreel until it is sold in London.
It has to traverse the tropics, and is
subject to all the different gradations
Df temperature which that implies. The
temperature in the I::ihip's hold may not be
kept even during the whole of the
voyage, alJd a great many other conditiom; may arise to affect the butter before
it arrives at its market. 'rhereforc I think
the comparison betwcen the grading in
Denmark and what is proposed here is
llOt applicable.
Then the honorable
member for Vvarrnambool referred to the
Armour meat-preserving works it} Chi.cago, and he said that the meat there was
properly graded and elassed according to
quality. I do not see how anyone can
.argue, because meat which is enclosed
in tins, and which is, therefore, likely to
maintain the same quality, is graded or
dassed according to quality, that that has
auy bearing on the question of grading
butter. The whole qneRtion is whether
the butter does chauge and vary in transit
from bere to London. I thillk ::::pecial
-examplos are the best proof in this matter.
I will give one. The Yea, butter factory, known as one uf tho very best in my
.district, sont a consignment of butter to
Melbourne to be forwarded as usual. The
then dairy expert, Mr. ·Wilson, who, I
believe, is possibly th8 hest, or at
.all events hn:-:; 11L>t beei.l surpassed
by allY butter expert in Victoria,
-declared that the shipment w'as not
£it to receive the GovernmeHt brand.
f"fhe directors of the Yea factory took a different view, and considered that the butter
was as good as allY that had been turned
out of the factory.
The butter was sent
to London without the Government brand
in tho same ship as a quantity that bore
tho Government brand. \Yhon it arrived
in Loudoll the Yea factory butter brought
thetop market price, whicha quantity of the
·other butter did not. Now, I think that
that is vory good proof. If you went to
.analyze that case, one of two things must
have happened, either that the butter
had changed in quality from the time it
left the factory till it reached Londou, or
-else that Mr. \Vilson was wrong in his
deeision-that he did llOt judge the
<J.uality of the butter properly. If you
.admit that the Yea factory butter did
Mr.
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change in quality on the voyage, then what
happened in regard to that butter may
happen in regard to any other butter. If .
on the other hand you say that the dairy
expert was wrong in his judgment, then
,Y(lU must admit that be was abont. the best
judge, or as good a judge of the quality of
butter as any other man in Victoria, and,
if he was wrong, are not other experts
likely to be wrollg also 1 Now, as to
the effect of grading. If butter that is of
first quality when it reaches the old
country has got the second brand on it, as
the honorable member for Kynotol1 said,
there is no doubt the bllyers in Englaud
will use the fact that it has the second brand
on it to depreciate the value of that butter,
and will buy it at a lower price than
they would otherwise pay. On the
other hand, if you put the first-class brand
on butter that deteriorates on the voyage,
auel becomes of second quality by the
time it reaches the old country, the
buyer comes with his expert knowledge
and judgment, and says--" 'rhi~ butter
has the first quality brand on it., but it is
not your first-class quality butter. If it is,
the butter that has got the second brand
on it mnst be inferior in proportion." He
buys that butter according to his own
judgment, and if it il::i of only second-class
quality he giyes only a second-class price
for it. I know the hOllol'able member for
vVarrnambool will ask-"How is it that the
buyer will use a different line of argument
in regard to butter marked first class, and
which has deteriorated, than he will usc
in regard to butter tha,t is marked ~econd
class and has improved ~ " vVell, I do not
think there is any contradiction ill that
whatever. 1n each case the buyer would
very likely know exactly the quality of the
butter, but he takes advantage of the fact
that certain butter is marked second class
to depreciate the yalue of th:1t butter,
even though in reality it is first glass when
it gets to London. I understand that there
was some butter made at the Korumburra
factory on one occasion which, when they
tested it at the factory, they came to the
conclu~ion was not of the usual quality,
that it had not the usual flavour. 'fhey
put one case of that butter in tho cool
chamber and sent the rest of it to England, and waited to see what the result
would be. vVhen the butter reached London
a board of experts declared that it was
fishy, and a portion, if not the whole, of
that consignment was returned to :Mel·
bourne.
·When it arrived hore'it was
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judged by t1l10ther board of experts,
who declared it to be of first quality.
. The factory directors were very much
astunished at this result, but they took out
the box from the cool cham berand fonnd
it had completely changed, and that the
usual fhwonr of their butter, which was
absent from the butter in thttt box when
it was put into the cool chamber, had in
some way or other been restored to it,
for the butter was of first quality.
Again, a consignment of butter from the
f'fungamah factory which was shipped
home was declared by the experts here to
be of inferior q uulity, bu t the directors of
the factory insisted on its being sent
home without the Government brand. It
was so sent home and it realized the top
market price.
hlstances of that kind
·could be multiplied, but those I have
already cited are quite sufficient to show
that butter does change in quality on the
voyage home. And there lies tho crux of
the whole position. If butter does change
in quality on t.he voyage home, then it is
clear that grading butter according to
quality at this end is not to be relied OIl,
and it is just possible you may do very
serious h~1.fm to the trade by grading exported butt~r prior to shipment, unless
Y0U grade it on such broad lines that
there can be flQ possibility whatever of
making any grievous mistake.
Now,
there is one point on which the trade is
threatened, and that is in regard to
the milled or mixed butter that is
prepared here in Melbourne and sent to
the old country.
I have no doubt
whatever that there is danger there.
But before I take up that point 1 would
like to refer to an argument used by the
Minister of Agriculture, by the honorable
member for Benalh, and it was also
referred to by the honorable member for
Numurkah. It was contended that the
managers of the butter factories of the
Dairymen's Association were brought
under the influence of these middlemen,
these manufacturers, these blenders or
mixers of butter in Melbourne. In fact,
the honorable member for Warrnambool
·declared that the Dairymen's Association
had been nobbled by those gentlemen.
Well, I can scarcely think that the honor.able members I have mentioned had serio
ously considered the position. The Dairymen's Association consists of the directors
of the co·operative butter factories. They
-are mat)aging their own businesses, and the
middlemen have no connexion whatever
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with them. 'rhose honorable members,
in setting themselve~ up in opposition to the Dairymen's Association, and
condemning it as they did, must realize
that they are placing themselves in
opposi tion to men who are working the
bLlsine~~, and who therefore know what
they are doing, having made a success of
the industry in cOllnexion with the
co-operati vo factories. I t is not f01' an
outsider to step in and lightly speak of
those men as if they did not know what
they were talking about, and, when
they are advocating a certain course, to
state that they are being influenced in so
doing uy some interested party. ,Vhell
I heard the honorable member for
Donald speaking about them, and
saying that he could not understand their position, that they were
doing something that was directly against
the interests of the industry altogether,
and that they were so obstinate and
ignorant in regard to the management of
their own bl1siness, that he was really very
much surprised, I thought the honorable
mern bel' 'yas taking up the position of the
juryman who WHS completely astonished
at the obstinacy of the other eleven jurymen who would not agree with him. In
support of the position they took up, the
Minister and the other honorable members I have named brought forward a
champion, as they said, in the person of
Captain Pleasents, who was supposed to
bea.l' witness in favour of their views.
Now, Captain Pleasents is a gentleman
associated ,rith this butter industry. He
is the chairman of directors of the Euro~).
Butter Factory, one of the best butter
factories in Victoria.
Mr. GGHR.-rfhe best butter factory in
Australia.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I was about to say
that Captain Pleasents is one of the very
best authorites on the questioll in Victoria, and the Minister of Public Instruction has interjected that the Euroa Butter
Factory is the very best in Anstralia. Now,
the Minister of Agriculture seemed to be
under the impression that Captain Pleasents was a supporter of their Bill, and
so did the hOllOrable member for Donald.
They both soemed to think that Captain
PIen.sents was in favour of grading butter,
and that he was opposed to those who,
like myself, arc against this Bill. Now,
before I proceed further, I think it would
bl~ interesting to the House to hear what
Captain Pleasents has to say on the subject.
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Allow me to read the following letter
from Captain Pleasents :--The

President,

DEAR

Euroa, 5th August, 1901.
Dairymen's Association of

Victoria.
SlR,- Will you kindly eXCllse my

absence from your meeting to-day, as the
shortness of your notice prevents me from being
ab~e to make the necessary arrangements for
leave of absence.
I am quite with you in your objection to the
grading of our butter as at present proposed hy
the Honorable the Minister for Agriculture;
this is, practically, the old measure under
different terms.
The proposal would be less harmful if the
Minister had been correctly advised in his
belief that all factories would always deselTe
and obtain the Government brand denoting
first quality, hut this is not so. The state in
which some of our butter opens up a week or
ten.days after landing, and the irregularities in
occasional shipments from a large number of
om' factories (either from fishiness or other
faults), compels me to say that at times the
department would experience difficulty in even
a \Yarding second grade. It would only burlesque
a Government grading if these were to be
branded otherwise.
The real cure for this state of affairs is an
extension of the good work already heing done
by the department in the direction of educating
our managers, and by supervision at factoric::!,
and more particularly at the fountain hea(1,
viz., the dairy. The condition of travelling
cream also requires careful supervision.
I quite agree with tIle Honorable the Minister
that something should be done to place our
trade on a, better footing at the other entl, and
would suggest :L That the proposed grading give place to
a Elharp definition between genuine
factory butter and the milled or
blended lots which are exported and
for whioh it must be remembered
there is a markct.
2. 'Veak qua,lities, whether factory or
otherwise, should Le allowed to sell
on their merits, but should not C!l.l'l'y
the Goyernmcnt brand of approval,
unless with some distinction.
2. Inferior lots to be branded" pastry" or
other suitable term, and unsuitable
lots to be rejected altogether.
It is a pity that your association did not
arrange for an interview with the Minister and
Mr. Sinclait· before the return of the latter to
London. I believe that lUnch of the friction
now looming wonld have been obviated.
I certainly consi,ler that the department is to
blame when it allows the Minister to lose sight
of the fact that YOllr association is the body
which has 1>ee11 appointed to represent the
indnstry, and which in consequence should have
been consulted before the introtluction of any
proposal for drastic reform.
I would now respectflllly suggest tha,t your
committee ask the Honorable the Minister to
postponc further consideration of the measure
until they have thoroughly discussed the situation with him, antl if I can afford you any
further information or be of any service to you,
I shall be only too glad to do so.
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Trusting the difficulty may yet be overcome
without causing a second estrangement between
the association and the department_
I am yours very truly,

W. B. PLEASENTS.
After hearing that letter, I think the
Minister of Agriculture will see that he
was under a mil)apprehension in thinking
that Captain Pleasents was a supporter of
his Bill.
~r. MORRISSEY.-The Bill was not in
existence at the time when I was ma.de·
aware of what Captain Pleasents had said._
I simply read a. statement that appeared
in the press purporting to be lemarks
made by Captain Pleasents before a meeting of directors of various butter factories.
in Victoria, held in Melbourne, on the 30th.
May last.
Mr. McKENZIE.-But the Ministerinterpreted those remarks to show that
Capt.ain Pleasents would be in favour of
the Bill.
Mr. MORRIssEY.-In favour of butter
classification, which now obtains under theexisting Act.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Captain Pleasents"
letter shows very distinctly that he is not
in favour of grading butter at this end.
I am not one who would believe that the
Minister would be discourteous to anybody, but at the same time I think he
was guilty of a great oversight in not
consulting this representative body before
the Bill was introduced. I think it would
have been well if the Minister had, to a
certain extent, consulted the Dairymen's
Association, obtained their views, and
considered any statements put forward by
them before he prepared his Bill. I think
it is al ways well for the Minister to consult a representative body on anyparticularSll bjoct before legislatiug thereon.
I will
now pass on to what I regard as the real
danger to the butter il'Jdtlstry, and that isfrom the operations of some of the proprietary companies in Melbonrne, who buy
up srnall lots of butter, take them to their
establishments, mix or mill them, and deal
with them in other ways in such a manneras to prejudice the butter trade. That is
one very great danger, and it is a difficult
thing to meet that danger without doing'
injury to the trade generally. Yet there
is one point at wpich the danger lies. In.
addition to buying up and mixing and
blending butter of inferior quality, these
people do as was described by the honorable member for N umurkah. They sond
butter along for shipment to the old
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country, and if it is rejected or classed
,as pastry butter, they take it back and
mix it with some other butter so as to
bring up the quality to the standard
required for shipment, and then it is sent
away. Of course, it must be damaging
to t.he trade when butter is manipulated
in that fashion. But there is a worse aspect,
of the case than that. Some of these
,companies-I do not wish to say anything
thlit will r~flect unduly or improperly on
people who are carrying on a legitimate
trade in the city-buy cream in the
,country districts from the farmers who
use private separators. They encourage
the farmers to go in for private separators
in order to send the cream down to the'm,
.and it is beyond dispute that they thereby
do a decided injury to the butter trade.
First, they take the cream away from the
local factory, which is an injury to the
factory, because t.he more I!:rcarn the
faGtory gets the more prosperous the in·dustrv will be.
:Mr~ KEOGH.--=-There is very often no
aocal factory, and in such cases the
farmers cannot help sending their cream
to Melbourne.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I know that that
.applies to Gippsland-to the honorable
member's district. Before I sit down I
am going to show that there are exceptional difficulties with regard to dealing
with the Gippsland districts. I am not
now referring to Gippsland, however, but
to other parts of Victoria, where t.hese
pri va,te separators are introd Hced in districts where there are factories and where
it is quite possible and practicable for the
farmers to take their eream to the local
factories.
But instead of that being
,done, every inducement is offered to them
to send their cream to companies in )1elbourne. Now, if that cream were sent to
the local factory, it wonld be made into
.good butter, but the persons who supply
that cream do not send their cream daily
to Melbourne. They put the morning's
cream into some receptacle and the evening's cream on the top of the morning's cream after it has Gooled. That process is repeated for several days, the hot
·01' warm cream being poured on to the
·cream that has been cooling for hours in
the receptacle. After three or four days
the cream is sent to Melbourne. Now, a
man d.oes not require to be an expert to
1000W that
cream arriving here under
those circumstances cannot possibly be
made into first-class butter. That cream
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is sent to the Melbourne factories, and
there manufactured into butter, which is
perhaps mixed with some of thCl job lots to
which I have referred. rrhen that mixed
butter is sent out of the State.
That is
an inj llry and danger to the trade, and if
the Minister can succeed in doing anything in this Bill that will grapple with
that difficulty he will dQ something that
will be of real benefit to the butter industry. But there are a great many difficulties in the way, and it is quite possible
that in aLtermpting to accomplish that
object, you may do some harm to really
deserving people-for instance, the people
who make butter and send it to Melboure, and sell it. I am now alluding to
people who are not close to a butter
factory, bu: some distance off, and perhaps their only way of dealing with their
cream is to make it into butter, and send
that butter to Melbourne to be sold by
anction. I admit that by proceeding to
deal with the mixed butter in the way I
suggest, namely, having it marked "mixed,"
"milled," or "blended," you might
injure those people, and, of course, they
have to be considered; bnt the pa,ra,mount considern.tion is the trade generally. Now, there are great difficlllties in
regard to the Gippsland districts, because
the toads in many parts of Gippsland are
so bad that it is pract.ically impossible for
the dairy farmers to take their milk to
the factories, even when those factories
are not H, very great distance away.
Therefore, some special treatment will bave
to be accorded to the Gippsland people,
some special provision will have to he
made for them. At the same t.ime, I
quite agl'oe that neither Gippsland people
nor the people of any other part nf Victoria,
should be allowed to send ba.d cream 01'
bad butter to Melbourne. They should,
as far as possible, be prevented from doing
so. The trade f:ihould be safeguarded.
That sort of thing cannot be allowed, even
to servo the interests of people \\' ho are
placed in very hard circumstances. This
is a practical difficulty that exists between
the Minister and those who take the same
view as myself on the question-how to
deal with the butter that. is mixed, blended,
or milled, or whatever you like to Gall it.
A meeting of the conntry party was held
this afternoon to consider this difficulty,
and the honorable member for Warrenheip
made a sllggestion which I think will go a
long wa.y, at all event!:', towards meeting the difficnlty. That suggestion was
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practically adopted by those members of
the country party who wero present at the
meeting to-day, although there was not
full timo to consider it, the suggestion
being made j nst before the Honse met.
I think it is worthy of very great consideration, and after the second reading of
this Bill is carried-because I do not think
there will be any difficulty about it; I
believe we shn,ll all agree to the second
reading--I think the Minister should not
proceed further with the Bill this evening,
because t.here are so many dairymen in
Melbourne at present on account of the
Royal Agricultural Show that members
would be able to place the q nestion
before thelll, and obtain their views on
the subject. The suggestion or the
honorable member for vVarrenheip was
that butter graded at from 90 to 100
points should be marked, as at present,
" approved fur export," that butter gra:ded
at from 80 to 90 points should have no
Government brand whatever put upon it.,
and that butter below 80 points should be
marked" pastry" as at present. Then,
in addition, the honorable member S11ggested that the cases should be marked
as follows :-Factory butter should be
marked" manufactured bv such and such
a factory," and then the ~'egistered brand
of the factory sIloaM be giveLl. Butter
that ha::; been bought in job lots and
packed in fresh boxes, which the Minister
knows i::; done at the present time, should
be marked "packed by so and so," and
butter that is mixed, milled, or blended
should b8 marked" mixed and packed by
80 and so."
In each case the registered
name and address of the company should
be given, so as to show the place at which
the butter was packed or mixed, as the
case may btl. If that were done, it would
be a very great safeguard to the trade.
Because, to people buying butter in the
old country, it does not matter whether
the case is marked " Cornflower,"
"Golden Hose," or any of those highsounding names that we heard read the
other night by the honorable member for
N ulllurkah as being placed on cases of
butter exported from Victoria, so long as
it is stated on the case where the butter
was manufactured, blended, or packed.
If it were stamped on the boxes that the
buttel' had been made, or blended and
packed, at a factory in Bourke- street or
King-street, as the case might be, the
buyer at the other end would know that
Bourke-street or King-street were not
Mr. McKenzie.
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likely to be very good· dairy farms. The
buyor would know that such butter had
been prepared or mixed and packed in
Melbourne, or that it had been lllanufactnred from cream which had been sent to
Melbourne frOIll the country districts.
r:rhe Miuister of Agriculture knows that
one of the difficulties besetting this matt~r
is to so arrange the branding as not to
interfere with the proprietary factories.
which turn out good butter in coulltry
districts, making the butter on the spot
where the cream is obtained. '].lhosa proprietary factories make as goud an articleas the co-operative companies. The proposition which I have made a::; to the
branding will not interfere with those
They will
proprietary factories at all.
still be able to turn out a first-class
article and have it branded "Approved
for export" the same as the butter
made at co-operative factories, so that
no inj Ul'y will be done under that
system of branding, and it will go a
long way to cope with the -pri "ate
separator business in the north-eastern
and ,,'estern parts of the State.
In
speaking of the private separators, I am
not alluding to Gippsland, because I know
that that is an exceptional district, and
some arrangement will have to be made
for dealing specially with it. Mr. MORRISSEY.-Is not your proposal a.
more !:3earching classification ~
Mr. McKENZIE.-No.
Mr. MORRISSEl.-It is proposed that
butter from 80 to 90 points should be
exported without any Government brand,
or, in other \vords, that it should be sold
in England" with all faults." The difference between two butters under that proposal will be practically this :-A. butter
having 90 points is to be branded with the
Government stamp; bnt if a butter reaches
89 points, 01' only a difference of one point
in value, it is to be sold" with all faults,"
while the other is to have the hall-mark of
approval by the Goverument of Victoria.
Mr. McKENZIE.-The Minister mnst
bear in mind that the buyers in England
are not guided in their judgment by the
Government brand.
Mr. MomnssEY.-And hence the Government brand is of no value whatever
at the other end. But here it has a valne~
inasmnch as it will st.imulate our people
to make a better class of butter.
Mr. McKENZIE.-If the Minister admits that he gives away the whole casp,.
and he had better withdraw the Bill.
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Mr. .MORRISSEY. -The value of the
branding is chiefly here, inasmuch as it
will incite our people to make a better
class of butter. They will Le stimulated
to so improve the qualit.y of their butter
as to make it worthy 'of being placed in
the first grade.
Mr. McKENZIE.--The Minister says
that the great advalltage of this Bill is
that it will induce people to make a better
class of butter. Now that is just what I
am coming to. 'Vhen butter reaches the
port of shipment its quality is not a.ltered.
If the MiDistel' wants to improve the
quality of Ol.lr butter, it is not at the port
of shipment where his efforts should be
directed, but at the dairy farm.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-\Ve are doing that.
:Mr. McKENZIK-Thc improvement
should begin at the dairy. It is by instructing and educating the dairyman,
and by having proper supervifiiion over
dairies, that the quality of our butter
will be improved. It is not at the
port of shipment that any change
will be made in the quality of the
article prodnced.
~rhe present system of
classifying butter and branding it is as
free from objection as any system that
could be devised, but if it becmnes necessary to have some alteration - if a
majority of honorable members are prepared to follow the Minister and say that
we 'shall have some change in the present
system of classification-I think the suggestion made by the honorable member
for vVarrenheip will .serve the purpose
better than the proposal of the Minister.
That was the general view taken by
honorable members who were present
at. the meeting of the country party
this afternoon, and they were all of
opinion that the Bill should not be
proceeded with beyond the second-reading
stage this evening, in order to give honorable members an opportunity of considering this matter and placing it before
members of the Dairymen's Associ~tion
and the butter factory managers, who will
be in Melbourne this week attending the
Royal Agricultural Show. I wish particularly to impress on the Goyernment
the necessity of educating our dairy
farmers. The Miuister of Agriculture interjected that that is being done. I was
glad to hear the Treasurer make the announcement in his Budget statement that
the Government propose to establish a
dairy college, but I would like to remind
the Minister of Agriculture that such an
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institution has not yet been started.
Therefore it cannot be said that our
dairymen are receiving that cd ucution which they would obtain at
a dairy college. In other parts of the
world dairy colleges have been very successful, and ha,ve proved to be of such value
that the Government might see its way to
establish two da,iry eolleges in Victoria,
one in the western district and one in the
north-eastern district.
Mr. TAVERNER. - You have Olle in the·
north· eastern district. at Dookie.
Mr. McKENZIE.-That is not a dairy
college. I understand it. is an agricultural
college, and I think the honorable member
will find that I am right. I t may be that
dairying is being taught at that college
as one of the branches, but dairying instruction is receiving yery little consideration at the hands of the Government compared with what it ought to have. I presume that the college which the Government proposes to establish will not be 011
the lines of the Dookie College.
Mr. MORRISSEy.-Hear, hear.
MI'. McKENZIE.-vVe would do well,
therefore, if we had two da.iry colleges.
As the honorable member for K "neton
said the other evening, dairYll1Cl~ need
education and supervision from the time
that the cow goes into the ba.il till the
milk reaches the factory, and the
factory hands also required instruction
from the time that the milk reaches.
them till the bntter is made and
packed for export.
Those are the
places where ed ucation should take place.
Of course, we might even go further and
show farmers the great advantages t.hat
are to be obtained by improving the
breed of cows, and by the better feeding of
the animals. They should be shown the
great benefits to be derived by keeping
the best class of cattle and providing
fodder for them, so that if a bad season
is experienced t.he cows will not
suffer as will be the case if they have
to depend entirely upon the natural
grasses. Education of that character
on the dairy farm and in the butter
factory wil( have fnr greater influence
in improving the quality of the butter
than a Bill of the description now before
the House. I am afraid that this Bill.
will not serve the purpose for which it is
intended. We should try by every legitimate means to prevent this private dairy
system VI' hich is being carried on in
antagonism to the co-operative factories.
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There is no greater d<:l,nger to the eo-opera- industry. I may also say that that is a
ti \'e factories than the private separators. sentiment that \'lill be echoed by every
As I have already stated, I recognise that member in this Chamber, for I conceive
the people in Gi ppsland are peculiarly that it would be little less than criminal
sitnated, and that they will have to to do anything that wonld hamper an
recei ve special treatment. Bu t I think industry which, it is no exaggeration to
we should endeavour to do something in say, has proved the salvation of thousands
I can
this Bill that will have the effect of of farmers in this State.
grappling with the opposition to the say, speaking for Gippsland, that it'
legitimate dairying system as conducted has enabled nine men out of every
by the c(O-operative factories.
I think tell
to remain upon the land j
the suggestion made by t.he honorable in fact, I am not certain that I should
member for "\Yarrenheip in regard to except the tenth man, because whether
branding thQ butter boxes--stating by men are engaged in a large or in a small
whom the butter was manufactured, way in farming in Gippsland, everyone
giving the registered name of the factory of them is engaged to a greater or less
and the place of nianufacture, and by extent in dairying. rrhe dairying industry
whom it was packed or mixed-will, if has enabled them to clear their land j it
adopted, go far towards meeting the un- has enabled them to clear the mortgages
fair competition to \vhich the co-opera- off their land, and as a supporter of this
tive fn,ctories are now being subjected. industry, I can honestly say that rather
Snch unfair coinpetit,ion is not only an than do anything which would prejuinjnry to the dairy farmer; but is likely dicially affect the interest of almo~t every
to jeopHrdize the future of this important man living in my constituency, I would
ind Ilstry. The system of branding whic:h forfeit my seat in this House. I would
has been advocated by the honorable mem- say, further, that any Minister who could
ber for \Yarrenheip will do more to cope be guilty of such gross incapacity as to do
\vith that, and perhaps wipe out the anything that would hamper or' interfere
privato separators \vhich are being im- with an industry such as this, which has
properly used in opposition to the co- taken time and money to build up, would
operi\,tive dairy fact.ories, than anything deserve to be hounded from his high
else.
I therefore hope that the Minister position by the press and the public
of Agriculture will take this matter into throughout the length and breadth of this
his serious consideration, because I b,elieve State. The honorable member for Kyneit. will meet the difficulty with which the ton has expressed his ung ualifiecl disind ustry is now confronted.
approval of the Bill, and yet strange to
Mr. :NICHOLS. -rrhe two I:lpeeehes relate, he is perfectly satisned with the
which have dealt most exhaustively with original Act as it stands. He told ns
the measure now before the House were repeatedly that that Act contains all the
those delivered by the last speaker and provisions thai are asked for in the
the honorable member for Kyneton. I measure now before the House, and that
followed those spef'ches with the greatest it is perfeetly legal for the Minister to do
attention, and I think, looking at them what he is seeking power to do in this Bill.
closely, the one that was most severe in N ow, if the original Act contains all the
its condemnation of the measure was that provisions that are asked for in this Bill,
delivered by the honorable member for how does the honorable member justify
Kyneton. He opened his rernarks by his condemnation of the measure, he being
saying that he would not venture to a supporter of the original Act 1 I would
criticise tho Bill, but for the fact that it like to analyze for a few minutes the
was introduced by an inexperienced mem- original Act, and see what power we have
ber like himself. Now, I have no hesita- regarding the export of perisbable protion in saying that there are few men in ducts. 'What power havfl we got iu the
the St.ate of Victoria who have had a original Act in connexion with butter? I
wider experience of the butter business assume that section 4 of the Act of 1898
than the Minister who introduced this indicates a, grading or classification of
Bill, and I was glad to notice that both butter, but what does that grading or
the honorable member for Kyneton ctnd classification amount to?
It amounts to
the honorable member for Anglesey gave nothing more than the discovery of the
the honorable gentleman credit for a desire worst kind of hutter, and putting the
to help rather than to hinder the butter brand "pal:ltl'y" upon it, marking the
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whole of the remainder with a brand
common to the lot, namely, "approved for
export." Now I CUll understand the propriety of marking the worst butter as
"pastry" butter, but of what value is the
brand "approved for export" 1 ·What
quality of butter does that brand designate 1 ·Why, sir, that brand covers qualities that vary in value from 70s. to 110s.,
and very possibly qnalities that ha,ve a
still wider range of value. For it must
Hot be forgotten that butter which may be
marked" approved for export" may have
barely escaped getting the brand "pastry"
marked on it. Now, I would ask of what
practical value is such a proceeding as this 1
Can you imagine auything more it bsul'd
outside the realms of burlesque than the
farce of experts grading butter in this
way 1 No wonder we have been told that
the rabbit man sometimes is called in,
and that the poultry man is called in.
·Why, the rabbit man, or the poultry man,
or the dog\~ meat mau, or any other man
knows stinking bntter when he sees it,
and that is all he has to discover under
the present system of grading. Is it of any
valuehere,orisitofany value at home1 We
know that it is not of the slightest value
here, and it cannot possibly be of any
value at the other end, for British consumers must naturally assume that if an
article is "approved for export," it must
of necessity be of somewhat good quality.
~ow,
as regards the classificatioll of
butter, abont, which 130 milch has beon
;said by the honorable member for
Anglesey and the honorable member for
_ Kyneton, I feel sure that the ~£inister
does not contend-in fact he told Ul:i so
himself-that the classification of butter
which he proposes \\'i,11 affect prices at the
other end. What I feol convinced is the
intention of this Bill, is to use it as a level'
to improve the quality of the butter at
this end. It is within the power of all
dairymen to make good Lutter with the
prel:ient up-to-date methods ill vogue, and
when those who adopt loose and careless
methods in preparing their butter for the
home market dil:lcover that thev do not
got the brand placed upon it,U marking
it as best Victorian, but a brand marking
it a8 of inforior quality, this will act as a
stimulus upon them to improve the
quality of the butter whieh they export,
in order that they may get into that class
which all must desire to occnpy. The
ultimate result of this will be an all-ronnd
improvement in the quality of the butter
Se.ssion 1901.-[81]
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which is manufactured here, and a COfl'Cspondillg improvement at the other end.
It must be so, for we know that products
which have acquired a reputation for
nniformity of quality, such as the Danish
butter has acquired, arc always sought for
by consumers, and the highest price of the
market is al ways readily obtained for
thenl. Now, I would ask, is it not worth
while going to a great deal of trouble to
accomplish this, and I hold that it can
be done in no other way than that indicated in the Bill llnw before the House~
namely, by an intelligent supervision am. .
classification of the articles which we export. I would go further and say that
after dlle warning has been given to our
produoers, I wonld be prepared to support
a <;]ause by which nothing but articles
of the highest standard should be exported.
By so doing, we shall acquire a reputation
for excellence which will enable us to outstrip our competitors in the race for
supremacy which is taking place amongst
the producing nations of the world. The
honorable member for KYlletoll referred to
the fact that the Minister, in moving the
second reading of this Bil1, said that he had
no power over the export trade of onr
State, and the honorable member wcnt 011
to say that the present .Act gives the
Minister power to stop any shipment he
thinks fit. ·What are really the facts? The
present Act, it is true, gives the Goyern
ment power to 1:'cfU8e to brand buttel' as
"approved for export," hut it has not one
particle of power to prevent the butter so
rejected by the Government here being
shipped to England and sold there as
Victorian hutter to the detriment of the
genuine article which we manufacture.
vVe have beel;J. further told that when the
Bill was previoui::lly before the House,
after passing' this eha,mber, it was sent to
another place, that another place appointed
a select committee to inquire into it, and
certain clauses were eliminated from it.
Do honorable members know that the
evidence of ag'ents was taken by that
select committee-agents who always
have been and always will be in oppositi0n
to the best interests of this butter
industry 1 . It has been stated by the
honorable member for Kyneton-and I indorse every word of this-that the Dairymen's Association is one of the strongest
organizations of the State, and tha~
it is composed of representative men, not
one of whom is engaged in this business
of buying and mixing inferior butter for the
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English market. That has been ·used as an
argument against the Bill, but I affirm that
it is an argument in favour of the Bill,
because the object of the Bill is to protect
the Dairymen's Association and all honest
dealers fr<i>ffi inferior butter which is·
bought and mixed and sent home. I
cannot see the slight,est need for apprehension on the part of this great association, the Dairymen's A~sociation, for I
would point out that if the grading
clauses, whieh are proposed in the Bill,
had been in operation last year, 11,000
tons out of the 12,000 tons of butter that
'vere shipped home would have gone as
fint class. ·With regard to the question
of brands, we have been told that buyers
come in and sample the butter, not caring
a clump for the Government bl'H,nd. "\Vell,
I quite agree with that undor the present
method of branding, seoing that it covers
vallies ranging from 70s. to 110s. But
we were also told that they set a value,
and a very high yalue on certa,in factory
hrands. N~)w, why is it that they set
that high value on those brands~ It is
simply because certain factories have
acquired a reputation for ltH~king a good
article, and when people at the other end
soe those brands, they know they may
expect to find a really good butter. I now
want to deal for a minute or two with tho
chief argumellt thaL has been urged against
the Bill by every honorable member who
has spoken against it.. rrhe honorable
member for Kyncton, the honorn,ble memher for "\Val'rcnheip, and the honorable
member for Allgle~ey-in fact, every
opponent of the Bill-has in succession
urged this particular point above a,ll other
poillts-nalllel~~, that no man can grade
hutter at this end for the home ma,rket
and say ill what condition it will arrive in
six 01' eight weeks in London. 1. want to
show that if that argument il-) looked into
for a few minutes it vanishes into thin
ail'. rrhe honorable member for Kyneton
said that-The dairymen of Victoria feel that no man
here has judgment enough to enable him to
classify butter which is to be sold eight weeks
hence in London.

The honorable memher for Warrellheip
said-In my opinion you cannot properly grade
butter for the home market at this end, and
say what it will turn out in six or eight weeks
time.

And when that remark was made, the honorable member for A-nglesey interjectedHeal', hear; that is the whole thing.
.Mr. Nicho['~.
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Now, I would point out that during his
speech, the honorable lnembcr for Kyueton
made this remarkDozens of men come here representing large
firms all over Great "Britain, and buy the
whole of a factory's output.

And he further said-They have their experts here to sample the
huttel' and know what it is worth.

N ow, sir, in view of that remark, of ·what
value is the contention which has been
rai~ed by honorable members in Opposiiion
to the Bill that no man can tell what
butter will 1)e like in six or eight weeks
time ~ Here we have a statement by the
hOllorahle member for Kyneton that not
one man or two men or three men or a
single dozen men, but that dozens of men
come here. And what do they come here
for ~ 1'hey come and buy butter in MelbOl.une for c~tsh, and the honorable member further says that those British firms
have their experts here "to sample the
butter and know wh~\.t it iH worth." If
those men arc !:tcting as representatives of
different London firms, they come to Melbourne and buy the butter here necessarily eight weeks before it can arrive in
London. They do that with the full
knowledge of all the ri~k that may
be attach8d to the proceeding, and
they do it knowing very well that
the butter i::; likely to arrive in London
in good condition. How can it he argued r
then, that no man can tell how bl.lttCl·
is likely to arrh e· in London in six or
eight weeks
time; when we have,.
according to the honorable member for
Kyneton, dozens of men coming here and
buying butter which they know cannot
possibly arrive in London until six or eight
weeks afterwards? . That, I think, disposes altogether of the fiction that has been
raised that no man living can bny butter at
this end and say how it will arrive at the
other end. As a matter of fact, we have
men doing it every day in the week.
'there were two remarks made by the
honorable member for Kyneton - the
honorable member for Anglesey referred
to them-in which I aUl in absolute·
accord with the honorable member. He
said that we ought. to do everything in
our power to educate our people in a
scientific business such a~ dairying; and
he further urged the pressing necessity
which exists for training and educating our
young men in the dairying business, and
the necessity that exists for experimental
schools. I am quite with the honorable
7
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member for Kynetoll and the hOllor- ,
able member for Anglesey in this
respect.
The honorable member for
Kyneton further said, and I think
the honorable member for Anglesey indorsed the statement, that the proper
place to begin was at the cow-bail and to
go righ t on to the factory. I speak from
some experience, because I was born on a
dairy farm, the son of a dairy farmer, and
exceptillg the three years' education which
I got at the Royal Agricultural College in
England, I was yery rarely off the farm,
and up to a few weeks before I became a
member of this House I was milking
between 70 and 80 cows myself. I found
the greatest difficulty in instilling into
the minds of the men the necessity for
cleanliness. I had the greatest difficulty
in making them wash the cows' udders in
addition to their own hauds, and they
regarded me as a faddist of the worst
description because I insisted on their
doing so. They considered cleanliness a
matter of indifference, and I only got this
done by being myself first in the shed
and last out of it, and by milking
myself night and morning all the week
through, Sunday and every other day.
I should like GO see a clause in the Bill
which would absolutely prohibit the
manufacture of butter in Melbourne
during the summer months. If we could
multiply the number of butter factories
in the country, and educate our people in
the virtue of cleanliness, we should never
hear much more about fishy butter. It
is abrsolutely impossible to make a firstclass butter in Melbourne· during the
summer months. In Gippsland hundreds
of the farmers keep the cream on the
farm too long, and theu carry it to the
railway station, where it lies about on the
platform for hours. In what sort of condition do you think that cream will arri ve
in Melbourne ~ I have seen it arrive in
Melbourne absolutely stinking; I have
seen it in Melbourne absolutely fly-blown.
The honorable member for K ,neton can
bear me out in this.
"
Mr. McI(1!1NzrE.-Hear, hear.
Mr. NICHOLS. - \Vhat becomes of
the filthy butter made from that ~
Is this butter purchased by the confectioners in the city and used in
the manufacture of p~stry? If it is
made into pastry, God help the pe()ple
who eat it. 1f honorable members have
the slightest doubt about it, I would ask
them to visit the butter quarters in
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Flinders-lane on a hot day in summer.
The smell of the cans will be suiliciout
ovidence of the fact. 'l'he butter til IlS
made is ouly fit to grease boots with. If
such butter is sent home, then I am sorry
for the poor folks who have to lIse
it. I should like to see inferior
butter prevented from leaving our shores
at all. For that reason, and for other
reasons that I have indicated, I intend to
support this Bill, for I believe it will
prove beneficial to tbe honest producer.
I firmly believe that it will protect the
honest trader as against the dishonest
t,rader, and that its effect, far read1ing
though it. may appear now, will ultimately
be in the interests of the Dairymen's
Association and of all engaged in the
industry of agriculture generally.
I
belieye the Bill will prove most beneficial
to those engaged in grazing, and I sincerely hope to see the second reading
passed.
Mr. McLEOD.-I think that every
honorable member is at one wiLl the
Minister in his desire to <.10 all he can to
protect the buttel: industry, but I think
this Bill does not go sufficiently far in
most directions. VVe have.heard a great
deal about the state in which the cream
ani ves at rail way stations. If the Bill
had gone further in that direclion, tlnd
provided for the supervision and inspection of cream that comes to the station,
v9ry often in an unwholesome condition,
that would strike a blow at one of the
factors that makes but':er unwholesome.
Are we going in the right direction, and
doing the best for the butter industry?
,V"e have heard a great deal about the best
manner of dealing with it, and a great deal
about the condition in which butter arrives
ill the old country, and we have heard
about the character of the industry in
Denmark. I think that in Denmark we
have an excellent object-lesson, and by
following the example afforded us there
we might readily improve the industry
here.
In Denmark they not only tra.in
the workers, but information in regard to
the best class of cattle to keep is made
available. They have travelling experts
who go round the country, training the
people, giving lectures, and giving practical
They conduct experidemonstrations.
ments in regard to grasses, give the
farmers advice conceruing machinery,
and all other matters of interest in their
businees.
Experimental plots of grass
are sown, and information is made available
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as to th~ milk-producing power of the
different grasses. These are things that
cannot be done all at once; they are
ma.tters of slow growth, but these are the
lines on which we should proceed. I waf:;
very much struck, on conversing with the
manager of a Danish butter factory, with
what he told me regarding the system
carried on in Denmark. The whole businest:) there is done by the farmers them·
selvet:).
In every district they have a
committee of supervisors of bLlt.ter, and
they have six experts-four in Denmark and two in London-who examine
the butter on arrival in London. They
are very strict in regard to the
brands of butter.
If any butter
arrives in London in a quest.ionable
state, inquiries are immediately set on
foot, and tho particular consignment is
traced back to the source from which it
came. They find out where the difficulty
arose. In this way they discover negligence, and if any of the dairy people are
d'etected in sending butter to London thl\t
is not up to the mark, they are severely
punished. 'What effect will the branding
of butter, as proposed by the Minit'lter,
have on the Londou market? vVe have
heard the opinion expressed that butter
sent from here in a good condition will
arrive in Loudon in a good condition, and
that butter sent in a bad condition will
arrive in a bad condition. rrhe pre·
ponderating' weight of evidence is against
that, and shows that bntter may arrive
horne in a good condition, though it was
not in a good cOlldi tion when it left here.
I am acquainted with the manager of, a
proprietary country factory, which sells a
large quantity of its butter in :Melbourne.
1'he factory gets a large quantity t>f cream,
and some of it comes a distance of 100
miles. He makes two classes of butter,
and sends homo choice butter. Lately he
sent home a second quality of butte~, as
well as the choic8, and told me that for
the four months he had been sending the
two qualities ·there was no difference, or
s-qarcely any, in the prices realized in London. Fearing that I would not believe him,
he gave me the account sales to inspect.
These sales showed thatin February the best
butter brought 103s. net, and the butter of
the seeond quality, 103s. net; ill 'March
the best butter brought 103s., and the
second quality, lOIs.; in April the best
brought 100s., and the second, 99s.; and
in May the best hrought 99s., and the
second 96s. Consequently, to my mind,
Mr. McLeod.
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it is perfectly evident that there is force in
the contention that the butter had improved
on the voyage. The beauty of the Danish
system is that the farmers are taught solfreliance.; that it is necessary to be clean
in their habits, and that they must be
careful in studying the chemistry of butter
There is no substance in nature more delicate in its chemical composition than
milk; there is nothing so susceptible to
impurities. Even when yon have taken
every precaution and observed the greatest
care something will happen that you cannot account for. 'When this gentleman
told me what I have explained to the
House about the prices obtained for the
two qualities of butter, it came as a surprise to me. He said-" I think yon doubt
my w0rd, but here are the account sales."
Now, I am desirol1s of doing my best to
assist the Minister in framing a Bill that
will protect this important industry as fa,r
as possible. Still we cannot help pausing
and asking ourselves whether the proposed
rigorous classification is going to effect the
object sought.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-Is it rigorous 1
Mr. McLEOD.-I thiuk it is. As this
man said to 111C-" If my butter goes
home, some of it branded first class and
some of it branded second class, the price
of the second class will be the price of
the lot; you cannot expect anything more
for the first class." It will have the effect
of pulling dowll the price. If the brand
is to count for nothing then we are giving
onrselYes (1" lot of unnecessary trouble.
There is one complaint I have heard of,
and that is, the difficulty of tracing our
butter when it goes to Loudon. \Vhat is
to prevent its being disposed of as Danish
buttcr 1 ·Would it not be worth while for
the Government to consider the necessity
of taking some steps to inaugurate a distributing ceutre at home ~ There is
another point that is worthy of consideration.
The laws in England are very
strict in regard to adulteration; the Government should be able to protect our
exporters of bUlter from being victimized
by those who are carrying on adulteration
ill England. One or two prosecutions
might teach them to respect the brands
sent from here. I think the exporters
may fully claim that some consideration
should be shown for their interests
by having those punished who interfere with their products and adulteratc
them. rrhat is a matter I would suggest
to the Government as well worthy of
v
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consideration.
I am strongly in favour
of the scheme propounded by the honorable member for Warrenheip as submitted to the House this evening by the
honorable member for Anglesey. The
great point is to distinguish the butter so
that the purchaser may know exactly
what he is getting; so that he can distinguish whether it is factory butter or
milled butter. I think the idea that
the exporter should put his name on his
·butter boxes will be the best security ,,-e
ca.n have as to the quality of the butter.
n exporters are compelled to put their
llame 011 their boxes they will be careful
not to send away bad butter for fear of
losing their reputation. The suggestion
which was submitted by the honorable
member for Anglesey seems to be a very
happy one. I am surEl the Minister will
consider it, because I am sure it is his
earnest desire to advance the industry as
much as he can. There is one thing that
struck me ri.lther forcibly in cOl1nexion
with the Danish dairying industry, and
that is t.he way in which they have
worked up the ham and bacon industry.
In the year 1896 Denmark sent to Great
Britain i5,000 tons of butter and 71,000
tons of bacons and ham'!. In illstructing
the farmers as to the best breed of pigs,
the Danish Government are developing a
source of economic wealt.h that we are
leaving untouched. It struck me when I
learned this fact that this was an adjunct
that would tend to make our dairying a
much greater success than it is.
Mr. MORRISSEy.-Tbeir bacon is quoted
at very much lower than ours. It is
impossible for ns to compete with them.
Mr. McLEOD.-It has, of course, to be
bome in mind that the Danish products
have a very much shorter distance to go
than ours to reach the London market.
There is another matter in connexion with
this Bill that I \Vish to refer to, and that
is with regard to clause 6, dealing with
the export of meat and rabbits. 'rhe
clause states-I' Such product or meat, as
the case may be, is suitable for exportation." Under the existing law, there is
power to prevent the exportation of
diseased products; but this Bill makes it
a matter of opinion w bethel' the goods
should be exported or not. Inspect.ors
will haye different opinions. The Minister
said, in moving the second reading of the
Bill, tbat not more than 40 per cen t. of
the rabbits exported bore the Government
brand. To that I will say that if the
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other 60 per cent. did not pay to be sent
home, they would not be sent hom.e. If
we are going to insist on the rabbits exporeed being up to the size the inspector
requires, well, then, we will be maki ng the
Australian products simply the property
of the. wealthy classes of Englalld. 'rhere
is a.n enormous middle class, to whom we
can appeal with our smaller-sized rabbits.
I think clause 6 contains a dl:l.ngerous
power. 'rbere is always an autocratic
tendency amongst inspectors-a, tendency
to act as if they were the masters of the
situation. This is a clause I cannot snpport. I intend to support the second
reading of the Bill, b\,lt in committee I
shall assist in amendilig the measure with
~he object of making it more satisfactory
to the producer. I feel tlmt the stamping
provided for in clause 4 is not going to
effect a good object at all, but as I said
before, I will support the second reading
of the Bill.
Dr. McINEHNEY.-I heard with great
pleasure the remarks of the honorable
member for Daylesford, who said that in
Denmark the farmers take things into
their OWll hands. That is precisely what
is desired here, and \\'hich, if the fanners
were left to themselves, they would do.
The proof of that is to be found in the
great success of the co-operative butter
factories and the splendid butter they produce. The farlllers have taken the matter
into their hands of exporting nothing but
the choicest butter. 'What the honorable
member for Daylesford desires is what
every farmer desires-that is to bo allowed
to conduct his own industry in his
own fashion. rrhus the farmers exercise
strict control over the quality of the local
prodnce, and even when it is exported, still
exercise control over it and punish anyone
who, by exporting inferior produce, injures
the repntation of the rest. The Minister of
Agricnlture stated that those who exported
inferior produce depreciated the whole.
Does butter appreciate in yulue on its
voyage home ~ The hOllorable mel'nberfor
Anglesey entered into that question, and
the honorable member for Daylesford also
dealt with it, and favoured the Honse with
the experiences of a friend of his in exporting butter to London. ~rhat gentleman, the honorable member pointed out,
sent two qualities of butter to Londoll. and
qnoted figures showing that ip the first
instance the first and the second quality
both brought 103s., and that in three
succcs:sive months following, the prices
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obtained for the first and second qualities
varied very slightly.
'rhe honorable
member's object was to prove that
butter may appreciate in quality on the
voyage. I have here the prices realized
for shipments of "butter in London last
season from the Renalla Dairy and Farm
Produce CompallY. The prices varied for
the different shipments from 113s. to 112s.,
Ills., 108s., down to 103s. 1'hese were
the net prices realized in London. Under
our present Act the second q uali ty of
butter that brought an inferior price
would have been marked "approved
for export," for that is the only brand
put on onr butter-save pastry butter.
The fact that butter regarded as inferior
when it left here brought a fair price
at home, does not at all prove that the
butter improvcd in valne on the voyage.
In the report of Messrs. Crowe aud Potts
on the "Export of Frozen Produce from
Victoria," we are told that formerly
accounts were kept of the "good t~o
choicest" butters which received the
Government hrand, "approved for export,"
and then the report proceeds as follows : , Since the Exported Products Act came into
operation this metho<l has been simplified, and
now the only attempt at classification allowed
in branding is to distinguish "pabtry" from all
other classes of butter.

Further on the report states : For educational and comparative purposes,
however, the' quality of all butter exported is
minutely recorded by a system of points and
notes.

The report then give~ the quantity shipped
through the Government Freezing Works
for the season ended 30th of June, 1900.
It shows that 10,988 tom; of butter shipped
received from 95 to 100 points, 1,774 tons.
l'ecci ved from 90 to 95 points, 956 tons
from 85 to 90 points, and that only 22 tOllS
was sent as pastry butter. I think the
honorable member for Day lesfQrd will see
tha.t the judgment. of his friend speaks
volumes for his integrity, but as far
as the experience of the Government
experts goes, there is no
reason
to believe that second-quality but.ter
improves on the voyage to London.
The honorable member for Anglesey also
sought to prove that butter improved on
the voyage, and he quoted three different
facts with that object. First he said that
the Yea Butter Factory sent home butter
which had not received the Government
brand, and yet it brought the top price.
1'he hOllorable l1leDlber did not tell us
when this happened. Sillce all butter
Dr . .Jlclnerney.
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over 85 points would have got the same
brand as the 100 points butter, the butter
sent by the Yea factory must have been
very inferior illdeed if it did not deserve
any brand at all. I think there mnst be
sO~lC inaccnracy in the statement of the
ca~e_
It passes credibility to say that
that butter was simply pastry butter.
\Vhat does tbis illustration prove 1 Simply
that there was a difference of opinion
between Mr. 'Wilson and Mr. McLeish.
'rhere is no proof at all that the blttter
appreciated ill value. The next illustration given by the honorable member for
Anglesey was that of butter of an inferior
quality the Korumburra factory sent
home, and which, on returning here, was
found to be first class. This consignment
was found to be fishy OIl arriving in
London, and was sent back to Victoria.
'When it arrived here it was found to be
first class, and was reshipped to London
and disposed of as first-class butter.
:Mr. NICHo]~s_-\Vonderful butter!
Dr. McINERNEY. - Marvellous! If
that were capable of scientific proof, I
think there would be a large export of
fishy butter, so that it might have the
voyage back and become choice butter.
The next illustration the honorable member gave was that of butter sent by the
Tungamah factory, which, though inferior
when it left here, brought the top price at
home. This shows, to my mind, that
there is a difference in men's judgments
as to the quality of the butter.
I
believe it is a physical impossibility for
butter to improve on the voyage home.
H butter which is inferior when it leaves
our shores is found to be improved OLl its
arl'i val in London, its improvement will
probably be attributable to the destruction of the germs causing the fishiness or
other defect.
But does improvement
take place ~ If it does, it would be an
excellent thing for diseased food or anything else that has become deteriorated
in this manner to be sent 011 a long sea
voyage.
An HO~On.A.BI..E ME:\1BER.-It must have
been the freezing.
Dr. McINEHNEY.-But freezing does
not destroy the germ life, so that if the
butter bas commeuced to deteriorate,
merely bringing it down to 25 or 30
degrees would not destroy that which was
causing I he fishiness, rancidity, or other
defect. To say that the lowering of the
temperature would effect that improvement in the butter is too absurd to be
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-credited. Further than tlJat, if the butter
would improve on the voyage from here
to England, surely it would also imlilrove
by being kept on shore. Does any member
,of the Dairymen's Association aSlwrt that
butter kept for two or three years in the
Government cool stores or in private cool
stores would improve ~ If it does not improve under such cirCllmstaJ:lCes, the
alleged improvement that takes place
when this butter is ::;ent home must be
attributable to the sea voyage, and we
must get fSome excellent surgeon to say
what merit there is in a sea voyage in
the case of butter, to make rancid butter
become choice. We can arrive at the conclusion that butter does not irnprove on the
voyage to the extent alleged, and that it is
incapable of improving if it has become
deteriorated here. It is incapable of becoming choice butter' simply by having a
voyage to London. It i::; said then---" Oh
well, we find the butter might deteriorate." It is quite true that it might
deteriorate. It is admitted by everyone
that butter which is choice when leaving
here might deteriorate on the voyage.
But probably the cause of that is that the
temperature of the place where the butter
i::; stored has risen while the stea,mer has
been passing through the Red Sea, and
that the Lutter has commenced to melt;
or tba,t the butter has been exposed to
some noxious smell or been subjected
to the influence of some other means
Our whole object
of contamination.
should be to eliminate this possibility
of deterioration
f1"(l)111
change in
temperature, or from contamination or
deterioration by any other means. It
should therefore be the firmest effort of
this Honse to arrange that a tell-tale
thermon:leter should be kept in the hold
-of the vessel. Another means of preventing this deterioration would be for
this Honse to pass a measure to provide
that if butter or any other produce put
on board ship in a sound condition
thad deteriorated upon its arrival in
Londou
such
deterioration
should
be prim(i fac£e evidence of neglect,
and the onns of proving that there had
been no negleCt should be put upon the
·ship-owners. There is, therefore, a remedy
within the reach of this House in dealing
with butter which is put on board
ship choice, and which deteriorates
.on the voyage. Precautlons can be taken
to prevent that. If butter is put 011
fuoard in good condition here, and the
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proper temperature is maintained, there is
no danger of its deteriorating during the
voyage. If there is any need of proof of
the power of ice or cold' to keep fresh
food in a perfect condition, one has bnt to
refer to the records of polar voyages. 'Ve
have only to read ~ansen'::; FaTtltest
North, for we there see tha,t bltlbber
which was left in the Opel} air remained
fresh.
I hope the Goyernment will
take the requisite steps to enforcc the
condition I have mentioned.
The
next point takcn by the honorable
mem bel' for Anglesey, the cbampion oppo·
llent of this measure, as well as by the
honorable member for Kynctoll, \Vas tlmt
he objected to this Bill because it was
not demanded, and .he asked who was it
that demanded it 1 The answer to that
is that the Minister looking after the
welfare of the dr.tiry farmers of this conotry finds that a wrong is being done to
them, and he has taken the requisite
steps to prevent the continuation of that
wrong. Thoughtful men hn,ve peroeived
the wrong, and thoughtful men suggest
the remedy for that wrong. It is not necessary that the remedy be demanded by
every t)lle. vVho, for example, demanded
this education which so many honorable'
members haye been advocating ~ Is it the
public themselves? No. It is advocated
by those who perceive the Ilecessity for it,
and who desire to benefit the community.
Sitllilarly, who demanded all the llew
machinery that is heing brought out.
Is there a public outcry for it ~ On the
contrary, its introduction is strenuously
opposed by mauy? The people who
brought out tha,t new machinery did not
wait until a great hubbub and shontillg
arose for it. It was those who perceived the'
advantage of it, and who endeavoured to do
their best fljr the community. 'Vas there
any great outcry for past~urization and
cleanliness ~ So that when those honorable members ask, who demand this Bill,
aud whether there has been any public
outcry for it, the answer iH that this
House sees the advantage to be obtained
from the adoption of these provisions, ::md
this House is taking the necessary steps
to pass this Bill. This House is not
simply a registering hody merely for
what the public by agitation demand.
It is a thinking and reasoning body,
and the whole commnnity look to this
House to be their guide. It is the duty
of this House to investigate these matters,
and find out what is the best and
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most businesslike ll1eanB for remedying
a wrong. The honorable member for
Anglesey next stated that the present
The
Act waF> working satisfactorily.
present Act working satisfactorily! "Yhy
the verv returns sent out show that
our butter is being depreciated in value
by the quantity of inferior butter that is
being sent home. The proof of this is
supplied by Captain PleaseDts. What
Captain Pleasents says, as reproduced ill
the AustTCtlian Farm and Home, isAnother important reason is irregularity in
quality, but still another awl greater reason is
the great and ever increasing amount of low
grade butter which is sent from Australia, and
which is looked upon at the other end as
typical Australian.

I would call honorab!e members' attention particularly to the wordl3 " looked
upon a.t the other end as typical Australian." Captain Plaasents continuesThe best quality of our butter disappears, to
re-appear as best Brittany rolls or comes out in
those little pats that you see at the restaurants. There is no doubt, however, about the
identity of the low grade butter. It carries
its Australian brand on its faee, and it has an
exact imitation of our best country brands. In
addition to that it carries on its face the same
Governnlent stamp and gU3,rantee that our
hest factory butter carries.

It has been remarked by an honorable
member that only ~ per cent. of our
hutter which is sent home is of that
inferior quality. The exact proportion
of our exports for last year is given
in Mr. Crowe's report, for he says that
1,774 tons of our butter ,,"ere allotted
from 90 to 95 points, that 956 tons were
allotted from 85 .to 90 points, and
that 22 tcms were sent home as pastry.
All of thnt butter, with the exception of
j2 tOllS of pastry butter, was branded as
"approved for export" in the same way
as the 10,988 tons of hutter which were
allotted from 95 to 100 points. rn other
words, these 10,988 tOllS of first-class
butter are the buttel' which iiS depreciated
by the sale of the low-grade butter. 'rhat
iB the answer I make to the honorable
member for Anglesey, when he says that
the present Act is working satisfactorily,
and that there is no uemand for this Bill.
The next point which the honorable member for Anglesey, as well as the honorable
member for K,rneton, made was that it
was llot possible for an expert to determine hore wha:t the quality would he at
the other eud. The honorable member
for Gippsland West has himself answered
Dr ..McInerney.
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that objection satisfactorily and effectually
out of the honorable member for Kyneton's own speech. The honorable member
for Kyneton asked-and the honorable
mem ber for Anglesey only repeated
t.he same objection, whether any man
here had judgment enough to classify butter which is to be sold eight
weeks later in London.
This implies that no man here is fit to
classify the butter. The answer to that
allegation is supplied by the honorable
member for Kyueton himself, for, as will
be seen on page 937 of Hansard, he says
that the London buyers have that judgment-that what no man in Victoria haSt
the London buyers have.
Mr. DowNwARD.-'rhe London buyers
are on the spot.
Dr. McINERNEY.-I thank the honorable member for that interjection. Tbey
buyout here, and they know that if
butter is choice here it will, if treated
properly, be of choice quality when it
arrives in London. So there are men
who can form their opinion as to the
quality of butter?
Mr. DowNwARD~-They do not borrow
a man from the rabbit department.
Dr. McINERNEY.-Those are only
smart-looking objections that are made
without first ascertaining whether they
are true. .Even if it were true that a man
was taken from the rabbit freezing quarten~, that man might be an expert in
butter. 'rhe question is not as to where
he was employed at the moment, bnt as.
to whether he had the competent judgment. As 1 was observing, the hOl'lorable
mCluber for Kyneton has answered hisown objection, for he statedDozens of men come here representing large
firms all over Great Britain, and buy the whole
of a factory's output for the season before the
season begins. Sometimes it is the policy of the
management of a butter factory to let the hut tel'
go when they are offered a fair price. Of
course, they know their own business best.
Bnt the buyers do not care twopence whether
the Government stamp is on the butter ornot. - They have their experts here who
sample the butter, and know what it is worth.

They have experts here who know what the
butter is worth, and who sample it here,
That is the answer to the objection of the
honorable member for Anglesey when hesays that it is not possible for an expert
here to determine what would be the
quality of the butter when it arriYes at
the other end. Now I come to what I call
the crux of the question, and that is that
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butter bought hero is to be sold in London
oight weeks afterwards. The honorable
members who took that objection haye
answered it themselves. They tell us
that buyers from the various markets
in England go to the factories and
buy the butter, and sell it in London
eight weeks hence, making a profit, and
probably fortulles. rrhat is the answer.
They can buy here according to quality;
and soll eight weeks afterwards, and that
is a contiuual practice. ,Ve have buyers
by the dozen, not from London alone, but
from Manchester, and all parts of England.
These experts from England know that,
if there is proper cool storage, the butter
will ::trrive in England in as good cond ition
as it was in when stored here.
Of
course, there may be cases where the bntter
becomes rancid, or defcl.:tive in other
respects, but these are attributable to defect in' management and not to any
failure of jndgment on the part of
the buyors. It arises, perhaps, from
negligeuce on board the boats.
The
same thing may occur in connexion
with silks, linens, and cloths, but that
does not prove that the man wbo selected
them was not able to forl1.1 an accurate
judgment of their quality.
It only
proves that there has been some default
in the control and management. If weevils
get into Lyons silk that does not prove
that the man who selected the silk could
not form an opinion as to its quality. '1'he
position is similar in regard to butter.
The 'next point that was urged by the
honorahle member for Anglesey was that
the fact that Armour was able to grade
meat was not applicable in the case of
butter.
This Bill contains a provision
specia,lly for the grading of meat, and
that is indeed one of its principal objects,
for clause 5 states thatNo person shall ship or place on board any
vessel for exportation beyond the Australian
States any product or meat without having
previously received a certificate of the inspector
with respect to such product or meat, given
pnrsnant to the provil:Jions of the said Act, and
also expressly stating that such product or meat,
as the case may be, is suitable for exportation.

Every article tlmt the Armour: Company
exports is appreciated by the 'public.
The public know that sillce it bears
the (Jovernment brand it is free from
disease.
Because of that brand the
Armour meats find a sale all over
the world. We will come to the next
point, where the honorable member
for Anglesey, in answer to an objection by
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the honomble member for 'Varrnambool,
said that the factories are managed by their
own directors and were not influenced by
the Dairymen's Association. The answer
to that is this: On 31st July the secretary
of the Dail"Tmen's Association sent ont a
circular, an'd it may be here observed that
the circular as sent out indicates the kind
of opinion that is required in reply. It
saysThe Dairymen's Assoeiation has always
strongly a.nd successfully opposed the grading
of bow) fhle factory butter into two qualities, for
the reason that, no matter how good the quality
may be on its arrival in London, if graded
second (luality, it woultl only command secolldgrade price, It is well known that butter
sometimes UlHlergoes important changes in
quality during transit, and the grades
fixed by the experts here reversed by the
time the butter reaches London. Grading good
factory butter, therefore, into two qnalities
reduced its llyerage valne, and inflicts a corresponding loss upon the producers.

Thus ev~ry factory which was friendly
to the Dairymen's Association knew tho
answer that was wanted.
The circular
stated t.hat the Dairynlen's Association
had always strongly and successfnlly
opposed the gmding of bona fide factory
bntter into two qnalities, and it g:lye its.
reasons for this opposition. That reason
was that if butter was graded as sccoud
quality it would only command second
grade price. This Bill does not propose
t.o divide butter into first class and second
class, but simply in.to "choice Victorian n
and "approved for export." I presume
that all butter obtaining betwcetl 90 and
100 POil-lts will be choice. In the Lutter
marked "approved for export," there
might be 50 different grades in value.
Similarly ,vith "choice Victorian," there
would be ma.ny grades and differentiations;
and different butter, though in the same
class, would realize different prices, each
lot according to its special qualities.
Some of the answers received by tbe
Dairymen's Assoaiation in response tothat circular are interesting. Oue reply
isI strong!y protest against grading fautory
butter into two qualities, knowing that hut tel'
undergoes important changes during transit to
London.

That objection to the grading into two
qualities is misleading. ..N 0 one prop0i::les
"to grade" butter into two classes.
Similarly with the reference to "changes.
during transit." This insinuates tha,t the
butter might improve while going home.
Honorable mem"!)ers will notice how
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.cannily it is put. I t states that butter
undergoes changes in quality. It does not
state that the butter is going to improve.
The answer shows holY misleading the
.circular it; in saying thatGradillg good' factory butter, therefore, into
two qualities reduces its avera,ge value and inflicts a correspOl1l1ing loss upon the producer.

The answer is what Captain Pleasents
said, viz., that it is the low· grade
butter which is causing the degradation
of the factory butter. The circular is
misleading in its manner of expression.
·Conld anyone say that the answers which
were received show the vast independence
-of our factory companies 1 'rhere are a
very large nnmber of factories, yet the
Dairymen's Association got, or rather
published, only 29 answers. ~rhe answer
from Mr. Joseph Tilley, chairman of the
Pensh llrst factory, isI am against grading, hut leave the matter
entirely with the Dairymen's Association. You
know what is best to be done, and we are safe
in your hartds.

He sacrifices his judgment to Mr.
McNaughton, and yet we are asked to
accept that a,s an intimation of the opinion
of the Penshurst factory.
I have no
hesitation in saying that if a meeting of
the suppliers to that factory were held, and
the exact facts were put before them, a
very different reply would be given. Mr.
\V. T. Cocking, secretary of the Clunes
fnctol'Y, l'epliesAsk our export agents. 'Vhat they think
l)est for OUl' hutter, we will agree to.

orrhat is anotber excellent factor upon
which to ba~e one's judgment! In other
words, this gentleman ~f the Clnnes factory has no opitlion whatever. To submit
his opinion as something which ought to
-iufluence us is simply an outrage on the
House. Mr. H. James, chairman of the
Orbost factory, repliesThis factory disapproves of the proposal to
grade hutter. 'Will support any action taken
by the Dairymen's Associatioll.

Another independent judgmen.t! And
yet we are told that the Dairymen's Associatioll does not influence this trade.
Another reply "'as from }Ir. J. C. Ritchie,
of the Aringa factory, who saysI (Lin strongly opposed to the Bill, as it is Ull-callell for, and would prove dangerous to the
producer. BOI/.£1 fide butter should not be interfered with.

'That is a.ll our contention.
continnes-

Mr. Hitchie

Thcre should he (1, brand, howe\-er, for mixed
hutter. Yanna,rie factory is also agaiust the BilL
Dr..MclneTney.
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The next reply is from Mr. R. K. Gillespie,
chairman of the Geelong factory, who
saysThe Geelong factory is opposed to the grading of factory butter. The factories are keenly
aliye to theil' own interests, and consider that
Government interference would do mOl'e harm
than good. My company considers that the
attention of the Government might be more
profitably employed ill giving supervision to
the Melbourne firms that buy up inferior butter
and mix it for export--

That is exactly Mr. Graham's contention,
and the contention likewise of other
speakers on behalf of this measure. Mr.
Gillespie continuesand likewise give a rigid inspection to cream
sent to Melbollrne for manufacture into butter.
Legitimate butter factories ncither wish nor
require any assistance in the grading of their
butter.

That is ",hat the honorable member for
Gippsland 'West said while advocating
the measure, and yet because factories
express those opinions we are told
that the factoriei:) are against the Bill.
Captain Pleasents, chairman of the Euroa
factory, statei:), in the course of his replyThe real cure is an extension of the good
work already being done in the direction of
educating our managers, and by supervision at
factories, and more p~trticularly at the fountain
head, yiz., the dairy farms.

Of the 29 allswers sent in to the Dairymen's Association, we find that seven are
really to the effect that "we i:)ay ditto" to
whatever is said hy the Dairymen's Association. ·When we examine these answers
we find that the Dairymen's Ai:)i:)ociation
did not give ::luch information to those
from whom it asked replies as to enable the
Honse to plaee any value upon what the
replies contained. The next docunlent
I wish to quote from is a circular from
the Melbourne Chamber of Commeree,
dated 19th Augnst, 1901. An analysis of
this will show at once that the Chamber
has not bestowed sufficient thought upon
what it is asking this House to do. The
circular ::;tarts off by expresi:)ing the opinion
thatThe proposal to grade butter would cause
trouble and serious loss and injury to
producers.
endle~s

rrhat is only their opinion. N ow, what
we are concerned with is not their opinion,
but the reasons which justify that opinion.
As a matter of fact, butter is not graded.
It is to be cla~sified into "choice Victorian" and "approved for export." In
each of these two classes there will be
multitudinous grades which are not
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discriminat.ed at the cool stores. Thus the
opinion is not based upon ,t correct statement. Then the circular continuesEYen if branded" choice" butter would still
l)e inspected by buyers ill London and purchased
·on its merits.

[s that t.rue? As to tho interjection of
the Minister when the honorable member
for Anglesey was speaking, when he said
that he regarded branding as of no value, I
may ~ay that I differ from him. I regard
branding as of very great value. rfhings
.are not sold on their intrimsic merit. I
find that things are sold according to
brand, and that the brand is material,
whully apart from quality. Take the
·case of Mr. HallS Irvine's champagne. Is
it sold on inherent quality, or upon its
bra,lld? If it were sold on its inherent
.quality it wOlild obtain a high price.
Mr. McKENZIE. - Do people sample
,champagne before they buy it ~
Dr. McINERNEY.-Every expert does
before he buys it, and probably a number
-of \l~ would like occasionally to perform
the duties of th0se experts. Mr. Irvine has
to sell it on its brand as Australian champagne and not as French champagne, '1nd
it is regar4ecl as Australian champagne no
matter what its quality may be.
:Mr. BEN'l'.-People buy Creme de Bouzy
by H.s name.
Dr. McINER~EY.-But it would make
.a ditferenee \vhether Creme de Bouzy was
marked as a French or an Australian wine.
. Again, take the case of Crosse and Blackwell's bottled fruit. rl'hat is sold on its brand.
No matter whether an article is English
,or French, or of some other conntry, it is
the brand which makes the difference.
'The returned soldiers from South Africa
tell us that they could not get a Kaffir to
take any knife unless it bore the name of
4' Roclgop," which to them was a proof of
.quality. All over the world it is the
same, No matter what description of
goods yon select as an example, the
-q uestion of brand or maker has a con.siderable bearing on value, wholly apart
from the intrinsic merits of the articles.
As the honorable member for .Angle~ey
:states, Armour's meat is sold 011 its brand,
and that proclaims the value of brands.
Let 11S look at the logic of this circnlarthat if it is branded "choice," the buyers in
Londou would still buy it on its merits.
Let us take that as It proposition. The
butter is sold on its merits apart from the
brand. r:rhe brand cannot injure a good
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quality. It cannot improve a bad quality.
N ow, the circular proceeds : It was recognised by my council that if a
shipment were branded second grade, buyers
would, undoubtedly, make use of this to
depress the price.

That. means that second-grade butter will
n0t be bought ujJon its merits.
If
the butter is good, buyers will only give
a 10\\"er price if it bears a second-grade
brand; if the hutter is choice they
will still judge it on its merits, and
take no notice of the brand. rfhat is
the logic that this Honse is asked to
accept. As a matter of fact, I deny that
the brand is of no value, and I assert that
their contention is illogical. rl'hi~ eircubr
is misleading, by the way, for the simple
reason that it is not proposed to mark
any butter whatever as "second grade." It
is to be marked ~imply "approyed for
export," so that this circular sent out by
the Chamber of Commerce is really misleading to the Honse. As \Ye have seen,
there are a score of different bl.ltter~ included under" approved for export." It
is not a grade at. all. Tho proposal is
simply to state, in a rough way, that ~ome
butter is choice, and that tho othor is
approved for export, each class includes a
multitude of di~tinctions. If yon do not
mark it as "approved for export" and distinguish it from the hest, the position will
be that the sceond grade will go as first
grade, and thercby deteriorate and depress
the market price of the first grade of butter. That is the great wrong that i~ being
done to om co-operative factories throughout the country. This second-grade butter
is masquerading under a false name, and
injuring every hone~t producer of choice
butter. The honorable member for Anglesey would be the first to itlsist upon
honesty, and how can he j nstify the fact
ihat the ~econd-grade butter is masquerading under the name of "approved for
export;! under the exi~ting law, j llst the
same as the choice butter-for both COlllO
under the sallle brand or mark? The
next alleged fact which the Chamber of
Commerce set~ forth is : My council also desires to point out that it is
not an unusual thing for butter to undergo a
change in quality and flavoUl' in transit.

That is quite true so far as deterioration
goes, but it novel' happolls, as I have proved,
that butter appreciate~ in value in transit.
N llmerous instances would be certain to occur
during a season of shipments turning out in
London entirely different from what the Government brand inclicated.
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Tllt"tt is guite true also, but in every t:;hipmcnt of goods it may happen that they
are of a different quality on arrival from
what they were when exported, but is that
a reason why goods should not be marked
as being of different quality \V hen sent on
shipboard ~ If carelessness or negloct
happens 011 the voyage the quality of the
merchandise it:; often entirely different from
what it was when it was sent forward.
But tho "turtling ont entirely different"
suggests that the different turning out
might be an improvement. Noone need
lIe told that butter might deteriorate.
~rhe circular goe8 on : My council does not lose sight of the fact
that the agcnts in London are, in their own
interests as well as in those of the pro(lucers,
always on the alert to obtain the best possible
price for the article offered for sale.

My experience is that an agent is
eager' to get the parties together and
get the sale arranged, but I join issue
on the statement that he is eager to
get. the best possible price. Anyone who
has had dealings with an agent knows that
the agent, like the auctioneer, wants to
get the sale off. He will make a reasonable effort, b1lt you cannot put into him
the zeal of a priuci pal. ~rhell againThe cost of the necessary inspectors my
council considers wouM not only be ycry great,
but would be absolutely useless.

The answer to that i8 that the inspoction
is already done. "\tVe see, according to Mr.
Crowe·s report, that the butter is graded
into twenty different grades, and the
work i~ practically already done here. The
next point in the circular is : I am also desired to point out that the great
bulk of the producers and the whole of the trade
ha ve not asked for any amendment of the existing Act.

I have already dealt with that in replying to the first part of the speech of the
hOl1orable mem her for Allgle~ey.
They view with alarm any legislative interference.

Of course they view with alarm. rrhey
always do. Every innovation or improvement which is made or proposed to be made
in anything is alway~ viewed with alarm
by those who desire things to remain as
the" are. But who is it who desire that?
Is tt the co-operative factories who already
send home 11,000 tons out of the
14,000 tOllS exported all of the ahoicest
quality? Because they seud first-class
butter, they do not view the proposal with alarm.
It is those who
send the second quality, and those
D1.. llfclnerney.
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who make the mixed and milled butter
and the inferior butter from bad cream,
sent down to Melbourne from Gippsland,
and the places who fear inspection and
supervision. There is no real cogency
in the arguments in this circular
sent out by the Melbourne Chamber of
Commerce. The next point made by the
honorable member for Anglesey was that
th!'} country party held a meeting.
Now
who constitute this country party 1
Lt.-Col. REAy.-Now we are coming to·
it.
Dr. McINERNEY.-Yes. The honorable member for Gippsland 'Vest represents a country constituency, but does he
belong to this party?
Mr. NICHoLs.-I have never been
asked to join yet.
Dr. McINERNEY. - The honorable
member for Benalla and Yarrawonga is
not a member. Delatite is a country
constituency, but I am not a member of the party.
The majority of
the COUll try members are on this (the
Government) side of the House, but
none of them belong to the country
party. It is only some of those who sit
011 the same side of the House as the
honorable member for Anglesey, and
who pay deference to him, who constitute
hi~ country party.
What is the recommendation they made 1 It is that butter
getting from 90 to 100 points should be
marked "approved for expoi·t." Is not
that exactly the proposal of the Minister
of Agriculture, only ilJstead of " approved
for export" he calls it "choice Victorian
butter?" The Minister states the direct
fact that it is butter of best quality.
I fail to see any advantage ill calling
choice butter "butter approved for
export," thereby insinuating that it is not
the best butter bv the mere fact of
calling it "butter ~pproved for export."
By marking it as " choice' Victorian" you proclaim its quality to,
the wOlld. The country party agree'
that butter getting under 80 points should
be marked QS "pastry" butter, bnt, as a
matter of fact, the point is scareely worth
noticing, because only 22 tons of " ptlRtry "
butter have been exported. The Mini~ter'
of Agriculture wants to make butter
getting from 80 to 90 points" approyed
for export," but the country party}uentioned by the honorable member for
Anglesey want no mark pl.lt on it. How
is that proposition better than the proposal of the Minister? If you put nOo
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mark on it yon thereby proclaim lllOI'e know at once that the butter did not
effectually than al~y brand can, that it is come from a country factory. The answer
inferior butter, and that it is not worth to that seems to me to be that a large
putting a brand UpOIl. Is it not better to proportion ()f our co· operative companies
mark it "approved for export"~ That in the State have their registered offices
would cause less injury than no branding. in the city of Melbourne, and no pers011
The absence of a brand proclaims to the could tell from the brand of "Queenworld that it is so inferior that the street ,: whether the article came from a
Government would put no mark on it. country or a city company. It would be
'The fact cannot be too strongly impres::led a totally different thing if the proposal
upon honorable members that outof 13,740 was to stamp upon the box the place of
tons of butter sen t home last year, 10,988 manufacture. The next point, as to
tOllS, or, roughly, 11,000 tons, gained educating the farmers, does not come
between 95 and 100 points. Thus to in- under this Bill. All these argnment!)
.elude in the first grade butter getting about educating the farmer from the
from 90 t<!, 95 points would really deterio- cow-bail onwards nre irrelevant so
rate the value of the vast bulk of first- far as this Bill is concerneq. rrhey
class butter produced by our factories. It are all very well of themselves, and I
would be doing them an illj ury. There concur with nearly every word that has
are 11,000 ton:; of choice Victorian butter been said in that respect. But the question is not to start the delivery of a new
~en t. home, so why not state the fact ~
The next amount is 1,774 tons of butter ·eourse of lectures thronghout the country.
gaining between 90 and 95 points. 'With All honorable members will agree with
.a little more care in preparation perhaps what the honorable member for Daylesthe greater part of that would be classified ford said as to increasing the value of the
.as first class. Of the second quality a few milk, but all we are now asked to do in
hundred tonsollly are exported of the butter this Bill is to divide the butter into three
which gains between 80 and 90 points. classes.
The other suggestions are
"fherefore, all this struggle and fight, and valuable in themselves, but they l:u:e
all these weeks of debate, are simply over beside the subject of the present Bill. I
a few hundred tons of inferior butter. do not know whether it is necessary to go
Our objects are to enable t.he suppliers into the details of some of the other
throughout the country who forward 011ly sections.
good cream, and pure, to reap the reward
Mr. BEN'l'.-Do not forget the rabbits.
of their :;crupulousness and toil, and to That is very important.
Dr. }IcINERNEY.-I agree that. the
prevent the milled and manufactured
butter of the town from going home matter is very important. The existing
under the same brand as the really Act says that the exporter shall give a
£r:;t-class butter.
In many places ecrtificate in the form of the schedule,
factories have been established, lctrge and Schedule 3 of the Act sets forth
plants have been installed, and overy that to the best of his know ledge and
meallS had been taken to make choice belief snch products are sound and free
bntter.
At the same time Melbourne from disease.
The 4th schedule lIses
firms have been allowed to take cream precisely the same words, except that it
direct from the producers, bring it down says' "products intended to be shipped."
to Melbourne, and mix buMer there. The Now the Minister proposes to illsert the
wrong is being done to the co-operati \'e words" and are suitable for exportation befactories and the dairy fannen; and yond Australian States," rrhe present Act
the snppliers generally. rrhe meaSllre simply says that the product 8h3.11 be free
proposed by the Minister for Agriculture from disease, and the Minister has sa.id the
will stop that. If the House desired to meat may be very lean and inferior in
take tl~e extra precaution of putting on a quality, and still he cannot prevent it
brand to state that such butter is packed from being exported, as it is certainly free
.and mixed bv so-and-so there would be no from disease. The ::VIinister desires, he says,
objection, f;r that is only an additional to exercise in the interest of the shipper:;
security. rrhe same thing applies to the of produce a control over the quality of the
branding of the name of the place upon it. goods shipped, and to be able to say that
The honorable member' for Anglesey said they are suitable for exportation. rfhe
that if·" Queen-street" was marked npon value of this new provision depends
the box the buyers at home would entirely upon what meaning is attached
u
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to those words. It might mean that the
Minister would consider what is likely for
tho time being to suit the tastes of the
people of the old country. We saw when
sending home frozen mutton bow New
Zealand went ahead on account of having
the large crossbred :::;heep, whereas Australia only had the small merino. Both
perhaps were suitable for export, but the
Minister wants to have f:;ome control over
the quality of the gooch; which are sent
home. At present there is no control
whatever. Under the clanse as proposed
by the :YIinister he would be able to say,
for instance, that the small rabbits, which
I believe are the real trouble, are not suitable for exportation.
Mr. BENT.-Are our rabbits meat ~
Dr. McINERN EY.-Yes, they are. I
may call tue attention of the honorable
member to the definitioll of the word
" meat" ill section 3 of tho exi::;ting Act~
It means the flesh of any stock when
kiIled intended to be used for human
food, and the term" live stock" is defined
to include "sheep, catt.le, pigs, rabbits,
hareH, poultry, and game." Therefore
rabbits are included in the word" stock."
·When this clanse goes into committee I
dare say some attempt will be made to
have some snitable regulation made as to
the suope of the words "suitable for
exportation." All that the :Minister wiII
hayc power to direct is that the product
shall be sllitable for export; but the
whole value of the clause will depend on
the interpretation of the word "suitability." 1t will depend on the way the
Act is administered. If the Minister
construes it strictly, or according to some
fantastic idea of his own. the section will
be a positive danger and a, menace to the
community. That will happen if the Act
is interpreted in a non-business or in a
peculiar manner; but if it is int.erpreted in
a sensible manner he can prevent the exportation of what would injure our
reputation.
It is, as I have said, entirely a question of administration. If
the House, in committee, insist on
making regulations as to the interpretation of the word "suitability," or
to allow appeals from the decision of
the J-finistm· to any proper board, there
will be very little danger in the proposal.
It will enahle him to exercise a supervision which he cannot now exercise, but
the yalue of that power will depend on the
manner in which he exercises his discre·
tion. If he exercises it harshly, so as to
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prevent the export of 40 per cent. of ourmbbitf-3, the power should be taken from
him. The Minister has said. that 40 per
cent. of them are too small, and, apparently, he would therefore prevent then}
from being ~xported. If the Minister
would act in a harsh and unfair and unjust manuel', this power should not beconferred upon him; but, until it has.
been so exercised, I would vote to enable
him to exercise some discretion ill thematter.
Mr. 'VABDE.-·Are there not two or
three brands for rabbits which are exported?
Dr. McINERNEY. -- No; they are"3imply marked, "suitable for export."
:Mr. DO'VN'V AHD.- 'Ve should all
have hailed with considerable satisfaction
any proposal that would have amended
the present Exported Products Act in a
manner that would be aclYantageous to the
great butter industry. In fact it is almost
impossible to imagine a greater boon that
we could confer upon the country than to
secure allY improved method of exportation that would result in. a good quality of
butter being sent home, but the proposal
of the Minister seems to depend entirely
on the question of grading. That is theonly really important innovation that is
made in regard to this present amendment of the Act-that we arc now to
have the butter graded. It is not very
encouraging to proceed upon these lines.
whon we find that :no other countries.
which export butter trust to grading it or
even make an attempt to do so. ·We are
also faced with the opposition which the
dairy farmers have made to the gradingof butter. It is not an affair of yesterday, for when the original Bill was bofore
the House, five or six years ago, they
offered then the strongest protest against
the grading of butter, and although the
matter has been before the directors of
butter factories and all those directly interested in the production of bntter: we
do not find that they have in any way
ceased to regard that proposal with anything but the greatest amount of disfavour.
It cannot be said that this objection to the
grading of butter simply comes from those
businef-3s places in town where they mix
and mill it! and where they are anxious to
get their butter away on to the Loudon
market without any mark at all. because
it comes from the directors .of the butter
factories. III my own district it comes
from them and I know how these direotors
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are chosen. They are ehm~ell by the suppliers on the !!round that they are the
men who have the most experience in C011nexion with the butter industry. Therefore
yon have in them a most reliable guide
as to what should or should not be adyantageous to the industry. The honorable
the Minister told us to-night in an interjection that he did not consider that the
grading of butter would result in any
advantage at the other end, but that to
get their butter branded as" three crowns"
butter would be a, stimulant to people
raising the butter in this State. Now, I
ask, would anything be a stimulant that
was admitted to be useless a.t the other
end 1 And that is what the Minister has
admitted to-night, that it would be quite
useless at the other enll. The only
stimulant possible must be something,
that will make our butter of such a uniform quality on the London market as
will c;reate a demand for Victorian butter.
rrhat can only be done by exporting a
'good article.
Mr. McKENZIE. - Heal', hear. That is
the point.
Mr. DO\VN,\VARD.-It cannot be done
by merely grading butter or putting
u. mark upon it, but it can only be
done by the far more difficult task
of having the dairy people who make the
butter make a good. article. If this Bill
provided for seeing that some better inforrnation was given or even S0111e action
was taken in regard to the dairies as to
the manufacture of butter, so that there
should not be the same quantity of inferior butter made and exported, then it
would certainly compass the object that
is desired. Bn t the proposal, whith is
merely to grade the butter, and which, as
the Minister admits, will have no effect at
the other end, where the- experts will buy
it upon its quality, simply means that we
are to impose upon the industry an army
of experts whose work is to be absolutely
useless, and it is for that very reason that
those who are interested in dairying feel
that this proposal is not going to benefit
them ill the slightest degree, and that, no
matter whether it bears "one crown" or
"three crowns" or 'whatever brand i!; put
on it, their produce will be bought in the
London market purely upon the questi()n
of its quality when it arrives there. One
of the directors of the KoruUlburra factory,
Mr. Cook, who is an old grazier of that
district, and who has a. good practical experience, and has taken an active part in
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the industry up there, moved, at a meeting of the Dairymen's Association recently"
a resolution which shows exactly what.
those interested in the dairying industry
desire. I would ask the attention of the
Mini!;ter of Agriculture to this extract
from the report of the meeting :-Mr_ H. P. Cook, of Korumburra, moved" That, while recognising the earnest endeavours
of the Minister of Agriculture for the encouragement of the dairying industry, this.
association deprecate.;; the proposed grading of
genuine factory butter, and is of opinion that
by bmnding milled butter with a special brand,
the licensing of all butter factories and establishments where butter is either milled, mixed,
or packed, and by makillg strict inspection of
cream on its arrival ill Melbourne, the dairying
industry will be sufficiently sa.feguarded."

There you see that that gentleman, as the
result of his practical experience, proposes that this cream that comes down,
and that is really unfit to be made into
butter-butter which, if manufactured
and exported, must deprcciate the value
of Victorian butter as a whole at the
other end-should have some supervision
over it, and that the Minister should see
that that kind of cream is not turned
into butter at nIl for export. '\Vhat I
would suggest as t he result of the experience as set forth by the directors of
these butter factories, is that we should
not attempt to grade the butter, hut that
we should have factory butter marked
as "factory butter, " dairy
Dutter
marked uS "dairy butter," and milled
or mixed butter marked as "milled or
mixed." I would also suggest that the
establishment wbere that butter was
milled or mixed should also be shown
upon it, and that in the case of dairy or
factory butter, the dairy or factory from
which it came should also be indicated.
Then it would be quite right. I' think
also that the Government should exercise
some supervision in regard to cream that;
had already spoiled before it came to the
factory, and see that that cream W~ not
made up into butter at all. It is not a
goou thing that even the people in our
own country should have to eat l:lllch stuff
jf the cream has been allowed to spoil. If
these establishments where all thi8 was
done were licensed, and had to be
licensed, then the inspector would be
able to check these men to a large
extent. There would be or could be
penalties for sending cream -in that state
to these establishments. It would be
known that, the cream would simply be
condemned, and the result would be that
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dter the cOlldemnation of a very few lots
very little more would be sent. That
action wonld be not a, bit more drastic than
what is being done in rega,rd to the denaturation of wille, and to provide that any
cream going to a factory, eithor in the
country or in the t.own, should be liable
to be condemned if it was not fit to
be manufactured into butter, would put
a stop to the exportation of bad butter.
But, if you allow it to get made up, it then
goes home, and is sold as Victorian butter,
whether it bears the Government brand or
not, and .\'11ile butter would not soll one
bit hetter for being branded with three
crowns, there is no doubt that whenever
butter is branded in the second grade,
that fact will he turned to account by
dealers ill the old countrv with a view to
establish a lower yalue~ Therefore, seeing that all the practical men interested
in the butter industry do not favour the
grading of butter, I think the Minister
might see his way to not insist on the
grading dause. It is not as if it were a
thing that had ouly just come up for discu::;sion-a thin~ that Ministers had not
thoroughly eOl~sidered or thoroughly
understood-it is a question that h:.'\,s
been before the eOllntry for years. rrhe
grading of butter was not insisted on in
the present Act on acconnt of the strennous opposition to that proposal, not from
men interested in milling inferior kinds of
butter in Melbourne, but from persons
directly repre::;enting ·the dairymen in the
countrJ. "Ve find· that that opposition
has not abated one iota; we find it just a~
strong to-day everywhere; in fact, there is
not a factory in Victoria that 'has a::;ked
for the grading of butter. At least, I did
not understand the Minister to say so.
I have not heard oue speaker mention
any request from any source which we
could consider would justify us in
approving of proposal~ for the grading of
butter. On the contrary, there has been
a good deal of opposition to the grading
proposal::; in this Bill. I feel it is not
much use making H, long speech on the
second reading, but I hope that in committee we will be able to make some
amendments in the Bill, so al::i to bring it
more into accord with the views of the
pe0ple engaged in the dairying industry
in the country than this proposal for
grading butter.
The motion was agreed to.
rrhe Bill was then read tt second time,
and committed.
Mr. Downward.
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On clause 1 (Short title),
Mr. McKENZIE asked tho }Iinister of
Agriculture to move that progress be
reported. He said he believed that time
would be saved in the long run by adoptHonorable members
ing that course.
wanted to consider the suggestiuns that
emanated from the honorable member for
\Varrenheip, and it wonld be but a fair
thing to give them an opportunity of consulting with the dairy experts who had
come to Melbolll'lle to attend the Hoyal
AgTicultural Show. He was sure that
the Minister did Bot want to take advantage of honorable Ulembcrs.
Mr. MOIUUSSEY stated that he did
not desire to take honorable members at
a disadvantage in cOllncxiol1 with thiH Bill,
bllt hOllorable members were aware that
the whole qllestion had for weeks been
under the Gonsideration of those who were
best able to judge what ~hould be done,
aud what should be propo::;ed in lieu of
what W"lS proposed in the Bill.
Every
contention that it \\'a~ possible to urge in
support of or in opposition to the measnre
had been put forward. In fact, the last
word possible to be said f{ir or against the
Bill had already been heard. Therefore,
he thought honorable members might go
on with the Bill, at all events for some
time.
Mr. :~vrcKENZIE said the suggestions of
the honorable member for 'Varrenheip that
all butter reeeiving from 90 to 100 points
should be marked "approved for export,"
thatall butter receiving from SO to 90 points
should go \vithout marking, and that all
butter receiving under SO points should
be branded "pal:ltry" had not been considered.
rrhe honorable member for
'Varrenheip also suggested other brands.
He urged that every box of hutter should
show on its face by whom and where it
wal3 manufactured and packed. If that
plan was adopted the best butter would
be marked" manufactured by," and then
would follow the registered name of the
factory and its locality, and so forth.
Then the second quality of butter would
be marked" packed by so and so, at such
and such a place," giving the address,
while the milled or mixed butter would be
marked " mixed and packed by so and so,
at such and snch an address." If the
butter boxes were marked in that way it
would have a great effect in preventing
the continuance of a system which ·was
most pernicious and most dangerolls to
the butter industry at the present time
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-the danger which arose from mixing
inferior butter with better qualities of
butter, and also from manufacturing
butter out of inferior cream. The honor- .
able member for Gippsland West indorsed'
what he (Mr. :McKenzie) said on that very
subject. He sb,ted that cream arrived in
Melbourne in a mnst inferior condition,
totally unfit to make butter from. ~'he 'j
Minister would expedite the passing of the ~'
Bill by postponing the further consideraticm of the measure in committee, and 'I
allowing honorable members to talk,
matters over with the butter experts,
who had come to town to :see the show.
Mr. MORIUSSEY remarked that, in
-order to meet the 'wishe~ of honorable
members, and to enable the committee to
make some progress with the Bill, he
would agree to the postponement of
clause 4.
Mr. McKEKZTE. - That is the very
thing.
On clause 3, which provided, inter alia,
thatOn the despatch of any butter or cheese to a
-cool store the sender thereof shall immediately
post notice thereof to the officer in charge of the
Government cool store at :Melbourne, giving full
particulars of the number of cases, kegs, boxes,
or packages, as the case may be, together with
the stamps or ma.rks on a,na weights of ea.::h
·case, keg, box, or package,

Mr. BROvVN asked if it was clearly
understood. that only the notice mentioned
in clause 3 was to be sent to the officer
in charge of the Government cool store at
Melbourne~
There was a general impres'sion in the country that the bulk of the
:stuff would have to be sent to Melbourne, but the Millister informed the
House the other night that such was not
the case.
Mr. MORRISSEY said the language of
the clause explained clearly and explicitly
what was required, namely, that the notice
in question was to be sent to the officer in
.charge of the Government cool store at
Melbourne, no matter to what cool store
rthe butter or cheese was com;igned. rrhe
·clause did not require that all butter or
,cheese should be sent to the cool store
at Melbourne. .
Mr. HOLDEN.-It can be sent to any
,cool store in Victoria ~
Mr. MORRISSEY said it could.
Clause 4 was postponed.
On clause 5, which provided that th6
!Dame of the cool store where any product
SESSION
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was frozen was to be stamped on such
product, and, in sub-clause (4) thatThis section shallllot apply to dairy produce,

Mr. HOLDEN asked if sub-clause (4)
of this clause would in any way preyent
or affect the marking of boxe:s of butter
in the way he had s~lggested ?
Mr. MORRl~SEy.-Oh, no. It says that
"this section shall not apply to dairy
produce."
~Ir. HOLDE~ said the marking ought
to apply to dairy pruduce.
1\11'. BHOvVN expres~ed the opinion that
the enactment of this chm;e would neces·
sitate the employment of an army of
public servants, and involve a large increase of tho expenditure. .1 t ,\,a8 really
a proposal to launch into something they
did not know yery much about. It would
illlpo~e a heavy burden on tho butter industry, which he was sure Ministers desired to benefit and not to inj ure. The
statement tha.t the Dail:ymell's Associa.tion was comprised of middlemen had been
disproved. Ministers must be well awaro
that that association represented the
butter producers to a great extent.
He
agreed with the honorable member for
Anglesey that the passage of the Bill
would be facilitated if progress was reported, and honorable rnember:s were thus
enabled to get the benefit of the opinions
of the men engaged in the industry, who
were to meet the following day in Melbourne.
Discussion took place 011 clause 6, which
was as follows:N otwithstanlling anything con tainetl in the
Exportell Produds Act 18H8, no person shall
ship or place on boctrd a,ny yessel for exportation beyond the Australian Stat,es any product
or meat without having previously receiyed a
certificate of the inspector with respect to such
product or meat, given pursuant to the provisions of the said Act, and also expressly stating
that such product 01' meat, as the case may be,
is suitable for expoi.'tation. Every person who
contravenes the provisions of this section ShetH
be guilty of an offence anll shall on conviction
bc liable to a pemtlty not exceeding £50.

Mr. LA'WSON asked the Minister of
Agriculture whether he was llOt prepared
to let this clause be postponed, in view of
the fact that at the present time there
WaS only a thin attendance of hOllorable
members ~ rrhis provisioll would giyo to
the Minister very drastic powers indeed.
As the honorable gentlema.n himself
pointed out, he desired to prohibit the
exportatioll of about 60 per cent. of the
rabbits now being forwa.rded to England.
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A number of people in his (Mr. Lawson's)
district were employed in tho rabbittrapping industry, and were therefore
very much interested in this clause, seeing
that its enactment would probably mear-l
a large curtailment in the exportation of
rabbits, and consequently, to a great
extent, the 10s8 of their employment.
Mr. McKENZIE retnarked that he
indorsed the statement of the honorable
member for Castlemaine (Mr. L'twson)
that this clause deserved very serious
consideration.
Mr. BRowx.-rrhe :Minister wants power
to deal with the rabbits, which are going
to be ~t pest to the country.
)11'. McKE~ZIE said ho did not know
that tho Minister req llired the power proposed to be given under this clausenamely, the power to disallow the exportation of inferior rabbits. ·Would rabbits
that were not full grown be classed as
inferior?
Evidently so.
Under that
clause they would be rejected, although
from a food point of view they would not
be inferior, but really better than the
larger, fnll-grown rabbits. The rejection
of young rabbits would inflict a very
serious blow on the rabbit trappers
throughout the cOlmtry.
He did not
think it necessary to gu into the question
of whether rabbit trappers were desirable
or not, further than to say that men were
earning their Ii ving as rabbit trappers,
and that it was not advisable to cripple
them by enacting a provision to reject
young and small rabbits that were good
food. He understood that if this clause
became law only about 40 per cent. of
the rabbits now sent to Melbourne for
shipment could be exported, or in other
,".-ords, 60 per cent. of those rabbits would
be rejected.
Mr. \VAlwE.-Small rabbits have been
rejected not solely on account of their
size, but becanse they \Yere bad.
:Mr. McKENZIE said he felt that the
strictest supervision should be exercised
to prevent the exportation of bad rabbits
or any other bad product. Supervision
had not been strict enough in the past.
Anyone who passed a train from which
rabbits were being unloaded in the summer time, would know that among those
mbbits were some tha.t were not fit for
export. But the prohibition of such exportations was not what was indicated by
the Minister of Agriculture in speaking
on this provision of the Bill, for the
honomule gentleman evidently meant
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that the smaller-sized rab"8its would be
prohibited from exportation as unsuitable.
Mr. ROBINSoN.-l'be Minister distinctly
said that he wanted to reject 60 per cent.
of the rabbits that come forward for export.
Mr McKENZIE said that that was SOr
and honorable members knew t.hat some
officers were seized with a faddish idea
that nothing should be passed for export
but the very highest and best quality of
products. In carrying out that laudible
desire, however, such officers might absolutely destroy the whole export trade in a
particular product. If 60 per cent. (i)f
the rabbits sent to Melbourne for shipment were rejected as unfit for exportation,
the business of rabbit-trapping would be
rendered so unprofitable that the men
now engaged in it would not be able to
earn their living at that work any longer.
The clause ought not to be passed in its
present form; it should not be possible·
to prevent the exportation of rabbits that
were in every way good and suitable food.
:Mr. PEACOCK.-vVho is to be the judge
as to whether rabbits are good and suitable food ~
Mr. McKENZIE said the inl')pectors
could very easily tell whether r:\bbits
were good and suitable food.
Mr. TRENvVITH stated that clause 6
merely provided that any prod uct or
meat unsuitable for exportation should be
prohibited from being exported. rrhere
would be no danger of rabbits being
rejected because they. were small if
they were suitable for human food,
as it had been proved that there \Va::;
a market for such. rabbits in the·
old country.
Bnt it was extremely
important to secure proper supervision of
all product::; coming forward for exportation to the greatest market in the world ..
If Victorian prod ucts secured a character
for excellence in that market it would be
a remarkably g@od market for Victorian
producers, but if there was any la;xity of
supervision of exports the reputation of
Victorian products might easily be injured
to such an extent as to make it difficult to
sell anything from Victoria iu the London
market. When he was in Londou, some
four years ago, a very striking instance of
the necessity of careful supervision of Victorian exports came under his notice. In
one of the leading markets there he met a
gentleman who did many thousand pounds
worth of business per week, and who had.
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received a very large number of crates of
Victorian rabbits in very bad conditioll.
That merchant ·was so angry that he
declared he would not have anything to
do with rabbits any more. Now, if per-·
sons of that character were induced to
desist from trading ill Victorian products
because improper and unsuitable things
were exported from Victoria, very great
injury would be done to the export trade
in every directi<m. This Bill was intended
to make snre that products were sent
home nnder a proper brand, so that merchants ill London could be certain that
the brand properly described the prod uets,
and might send a post-card ordering what
they required with a perfect assurance
that they would get what they ordered in
good condition. The clause under consideration provided that only products that
were suitable for exportation should be
allowed to be exported. The word" suitable" was, he aclmitted, elastic.
If smn.ll
rabbits were sent indiscriminately with
large rabbits, so that merchants in London
would have no confidence that they would
get what they wanted unless they inspeeted every crate, it would have a very
detrimental influence on the Victorian
export trade in rabbits.
If small rabbits
were good food, it would be easy to frame
a regulation that they mllst be packed
together in the same crate and described
as crates of small rabbits, because if small
and large were packed together, they
would all be bough t at the price of the
small ones.
Mr. McKENZIE.-It would be a very
absurd thing to pack small and large
rabbits in the same crate.
Mr. TRENWI'rH said the clause gave
no power that could do any inj nry to the
export trade, unless they were to assume
stupidity or venality on the part of the
officers engaged in classifying or sanctioning exports.
•
Mr. McKENzIE.-The M.inister himself
declared that the enforcement of this
clause will prevent 60 per cent. of the
rabbits now sent to Melbourne from
being exported.
Mr. 'rRENWITH said he could not see
that the clause would have that effect. If
the c1auf)e required amendment, let
amendments be submitted and dealt with.
There was no necessity for postponing its
consideration.
If honorable members
were not prepared with amendments,
that would seem to indicate that they did
not apprehend any real danger from the
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enactment of the clause. To him the
clause appeared a very harmless one. It
applied to other products, and other kinds
of meat as well as to rabbits, and if the
honorable member for Anglesey, who had
great experience in regard to products of
the SQil, saw any danger in the clause, he
ought to be able to show the committee
how the good it contained might be
secured., and the danger he feared
avoided.
Mr. ROBINSON obserYed that clause 6
was applicable to every kind of produce
that could be exported from Victoria.
No produce was to leave this country unless some public servant at the Government freezing works thought fit. That
was a very wide and grave departure. He
(Mr. Robin::;on) was particularly interested
in the exportation of rabbits, because
rabhit-trapping was the sole means of
livelihood of 200 men in his district.
Mr. BRovm.-The more's the pity.
Mr. HOBINSON said that if this clause
was carried out in the way the Minister
had indicat.ed, it meant that the livelihood
of one-half of those 200 men would be
taken away. In the (!ourse of his speech
on the second reading, the Minister saidIn connexion with the shipment of rabbits, I
am told that at the works where an inspection
is made by our inspectors, not more than 40 per
cent. of those which are offered for export ~Lre
selected as fit for tha t purpose; the balance are
rejected.

Mr. TRENWITII-'rhat is not on account
of size.
Mr. ROBINSON said the Minister went
onI may say that the 40 per cent. which are
selected as fit are placed in crates which are
marked with the Government brand.
The
exporter who has submitted the rabbits for
inspection may feel aggrieved at so many being
rejected, and, there being no control ovel' his
action, he may ship the rejected rabbits on his
own account, though what he ships in this way
cannot bear the Government brand.
Mr. MURRAY.-Can the exporters do that?
Mr. MORIUSSEY.-That is being done, and
that is why power is being asked to prevent
this practice fr0111 continuing.

Therefore, power was being asked to stop
the exportation of 60 per cent. of the
rabbits now being exported from Victoria,
although those rabbits were fit for COllsumption, and free from taint or disease.
They were good enough for Victorian
consumption, but under this clause they
would not be allowed to be exported to
other parts.
Mr. TREKWITH.-That is not correct.
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Mr. McKENZIE.-That must be so, because the Minister has power under the
present law to prevent anything unfit for
hmnan consumption being exported.
Mr. ROBINSON said that nothing unfit
for human consumption could be exported.
He had not the slightest objection to that,
and, if necessary, would like to see that
safegnard strengthened. 'What, however,
he did say ,vas that what was good
imough for Victorians to consume was
good enough for persons in other parts of
the world. rfhe effect of this clause would
be to seriously diminish the weekly earnings of the rabbit trappers. Small rabbits
as well as large ones got on to the traps,
and when the rabbits were brought to the
factory they got a price for everyone of
them. It was true that for the small
rabbits they had to accept a poor price,
but Rtill they get some money for them.
If this clause, however, became law they
would not get anything for the small rabbi ts, because the exporters would not be
allowed to ship them, and consequently
wonld not purchase them. In that way
half the rabbits trapped would have
to be thrown away, and the earnings of the trapfJers reduced by 30 or
40 per cent.
He said 30 or 40 per
CEnt., because the trappf.rs got les::;
for the small rabbits than for the large
It would be very oruel to treat
ones.
those men, who were living from hand
to mouth, in that way. It would be the
means of taking their livelihood away
from them, and would be a great inj llstice
and hardship. :Many of the trappers ",ere
doing good service to the State by clearing
hwd of rabbits. Moreover, the dause, if
it were passed, would have the effect of
diminishing the railway income. From
Hamilton alone £3,000 a year was paid
for railway freight on rabbits sent to
Melbourne and other parts of Victoria.
If half the rabbits were stopped being sent
forward because they were undersized, the
Railway department would only receive
half the sum nuw paid in freight for the
carriage of rabbits. A reduction Bhould
not be made in the way propoBed by t.he
Minister of Agriculture in the earnings of
hard-working trappers who could ill afford
to suffer any loss.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Does the honorable
member want the clause struck out ~
Mr. ROBINSON said that if the clause
could not be so amended that rabbit
trappers would not be penalized in the
way proposed, then he would like to see
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it struck out. He regretted that he was
not able to put his argumcnts more
forcibly, but he felt that such a great
inj ustice was proposed to be inflicted on
struggling men that he could not express
his sentiments. He did not want to
have it said that the How,;e had pas8cd
legislation which would have the effect
of an all-round reduce.ion in the earnings
of lnen who could not afford such a loss
in their wages.
Mr. LEVIEN stated that an undue
restriction was proposed to be placed on
the export of rabbits, which would lessen
the value of that prodnc~. If those
engaged ill the rabbit industry were to be
prevented from selling in the best market,
it nlllst depreciate the value of that product. That was a most peculiar way of
assisting the producers of the country. It
was placing an unreasonable disability on
those who went on to the farms or into
the bush to trap rabbits.
He could
understand action being taken to prevent
any food unfit for human consumption
being exported, but it was not likely that
anyone would go to the expense of paying
freight and insurance, and proyiding
crates for the export of rabbits which
were unfit for human consnmption, and
which, on reaching London, would not
realize anything. rro suppose that people
wOllld do snch an idi()tic thing as that
was altogether absurd. The objection to
the clause was that it eOlltaincd an unknown quantity. rfhat was to say, that
the inspector had the whole power in his
hauds, and the exporter would be subject
to the whim of that officer, who could reject anything he liked. If the views of
the Minister of Agriculture were given
effect to the nurnber of rabbits rejected as
unsuitable for export would be enormous,
and it was certain that the earnings of
the rabbit trappers would be reduced by
50 per cent. If half the rabbits trapped
were to be thrown upon the Melbourne
market because they were unsuited for
export the local market would become so
glutted that the undersized rabbit~ would
be ul1Baleable, and they would be rendered
useless. In addition to that ,yaste, the
incentive given to the trappers to clear
farms and stations of the rabbit pest
would be removed. rrhe Premier had
suggested that some amendment should
be moved in the clause. He (Mr. Levien)
had not au amendment drafted, but
what he and others objected to was the
inspector having the power at his own
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sweet will to reject rabbits and other products because in the opinion of that.
officer they might not be considered
The exporters
suitable for shipment.
should decide whether an article was fit
for export or not, because they knew
whether the local or the English market
was the better one for' the article they
wished to sell. This clause would limit a
man's market. The Government was constantly talking about tinding markets for
our products, but the moment a market was
found it stepped ill with a law saying that
only such products as the departmental
inspector chose should be shipped abroad.
The more such legislation was placed on
the statute-book of this State, the more
harm was done to OLlr industries. He
would much rath8r prefer to see the clause
struck out, because tho sending of inferior
products to markets abroad would very
soon cure itself, as the shippers would find
it an unprofitable business. We should
turn our products to the best advantage,
and not hamper them with such a provision as was now before the committee,
because it wouk\. be injurious to the
producer.
Mr. MORRISSEY observed that it appeared to he the desire of honorable members who had spoken that no restriction
at all should be placed on the action of
our exporters, or, in other words, that they
should have a free hand to ship ,,,hat they
liked from Victoria.
Mr. LEvIEN.-Anything fit for human
consumption.
:Mr. PEACOCK.-'Vho is to be the judge ~
Mr. HOBlNsoN.-Rabbits that are unfit
for human consumption are not allowed to
be exported at the present time.
Mr. l\fOHRISSEY said that so far
as he conld judge what was m.eant by
"unfit for human consumption," was
rabbits that were diseased.
Mr. McKENZI·E.-Not disea:::ed, but
which might be decomposed.
Mr. MORBJSSEY said that it was not
that the article was diseased or decomposed, but that it was too small or in too
poor condition to fit it for the export
trade. Beef, mutton, and poultry which
were forwarded for export were rejected
if they were ullfit for the export trade
because of their poor condition. Rabbits
which were too small were also unfit for
the export trade. The honorable member
for Dundas had said that he (Mr. Morrissey) had implied in his speech in
moving the second reading of the measure,
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that he desired to st.op the export of 60
per cent. of the rabbits that were forwarded to the Government cool stores for
shipment. He wished to point out that
he implied nothing of the kind. What
he did say was that the inspectors had
informed him that only about 40 per cent.
of the rabbits forwarded were of first-class
quality, and considered to be fit to have
the Government brand placed on the
crates containing them. 'rhat did not
imply that everything that was not up to
that standard of excellence could not be
shipped from here. He considered that
not more than 20 per cent. of the rabtits
forwarded for shipment would underthisBill
be rejected as unfit for the export trade.
If the export of rabbits was to be judged
frOtH the stand-point of our desire to
get rid of all rabbits for the sake of
extil'l)ating the pest, he could understand
the contention that there should bo 110
restrictions placed on the shipment of
rabbits. But if' there was a desire that
the export trade in rabbits should expand,
looking at the matter from a commercial
point of view, and the future of that tmd@,
it; ,,-as Glesirable that all rabbitEi failing to
reaeh a certa.in stalldard of quality should
not be shipped in the interests of the
export trade. The power which the committee was asked to give to the Government by this clause should be conceded,
because a discretionary power must necessarily be vested in the inspectors, who
would act with reason. The clause was
impossible of amendment. It must be
either accepted or rejected as it was. No
hard-and-fast or cast-iron rule or law
could be laid down to' guide the
inspectors so far as the exercise of
their discretion in the inspection of
rabbits was concerned. The honorable
member for Dundas had contended
that this clause would inflict a very serious
injury upon rabbit trappers in his electorate. He would like the honorable momber
to inquire from some of his constituents
what price the rabbit trappers obtained
jrom the shippers for those rabbits which
were not brH.udecl. with the Government
stamp. He (Mr. Morrissey) thonght that
the trappers got a very low priao indeed
for those small inferior rabbits, because
the fact that the Government wonld not
place its brand on the crates containing
them was used as a reason by the shippers
for paying a very small price for them. If
only rabbits of a certain size and quality
were to be exported-if the inferior stuff
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were stopped from being shipped-it
would have the effect of so increasing the
prices obtained for the rabbits in
London, that the exporters would get a
better return for the shipments, and
comiequently they would give the trappers
a better price for the large-sized, healthy
rabbits.
.
Mr. BRowN.-That will result in the
trappers letting all the small rabbits go,
so that they may be caught again when
they are full grown.
Mr. MORRISSEY said that if the
ma,tter was to be looked at from the point
of view of the extirpation of the pest,
then by all means send large and small
rabbits to the English market. But, if
the matter were to be regarded from the
stand-point of improving the export trade,
then the committee should give the
inspectors the power sought by this clause,
so that unsuitable rabbits might be rejected. The matter resolved itself into a
qnestion of competent inspectors, who
would discharge their duties in a reasonable manner.
Mr. MADDEN.-You are not consistent.
Yon say, under the Vermin Destruction
Act, that a man shall not keep rabhits,
and that he shall destroy all of them on
his property; but in this Bill you give an
encouragement to people not to destroy
rabbits till they are full grown and fit for
export.
Mr. MORRISSEY said that jf the export of rabbits wore to be regarded as the
means (l)fultimately getting rid of the
pest, then by all means let all rabbits,
whother large or small, be shipped. But
if it were the desire of honorable members
to improve the export trade in rabbits-Mr. MADDEN.-At the expense of the
land·owner.
Mr. MORRISSEY said t.hat if honorable members felt that they could not
support this clause, they would simply
have to vote against it, because it was
impossible to amend the clause. It must
either be accepted or rejected as it stood.
The inspectors might reasonably be given
the discretionary power asked for in the
Bill. If it were found afterwards that
the inspectors were making improper use
of the power conferred on them, the
matter could be brought uuder notice and
dealt ?"i ('h.
Dr. McINERNEY moved an amendment to insert after the word "exportation," in line 10, the following word!!l-
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"provided that no mbbits shall be
rejected on account of size." He said
that the only objection was on account of
the size of the rabbits. The export trade
in rabbits was of very little yalue in
getting rld of the mbbit pest. If the
rabbits were to be kept in check or extirpated, they would have to be poisoned,
which would, of course, render them unfit
to be ::ient to market. The pest would
never be oxtirpated by trapping alone.
At the ::iame time, it was desirable to
encourage the rabbit trappers, and, therefore, he would be prepared to amend the
clause so that a rabbit should not be considered unsuitable for export on account
of its size. 1.'he difficulty might also be
met by the Governor ill C(imncil ffictkillg
regulations for classifying the rabbits.
Mr. IRVINE observed t.hat he thought
the ){inister had not been q llite fair
to tho::ie who were opposed to this clause
in saying that they were opposed to every
kind of restriction.
Mr. PEAcocK.-They made no suggestion to meet the diffieulty, and that is
the trouble.
Mr. IRVINE said that those honorable
mem bers were opposed to giving such
drastic power to an inspector who could
impose any restriction he chose upon the
exportation of rabbits or butter. There
was a tendency to have a little too much
government by inspectors, and this was
one of the striking examples. It went
further than any previous attempt at such
legislation. There was no limit to the
exercise of discretion by the inspectors,
except under section 11 of the principal
Act, which enabled an exporter to appeal
within 48 hours so that the matter might
be settled by arbitration. But when the
arbitrators had decided in the shipper'S
favour what would be the condition of the
rabbits ~ 'rhere woull1 be no objection on
the part of the Opposition to a provision
which would allow of a reasonable restriction being placed on the butter exported.
But it was quite clear that different conditions were applicable in the case of rabbits. In neither case should an inspector
be vested with unlimited discretion. He
would suggest that rabbits should be taken
out of this clause and be dealt with in a
separate clause. That would make a distinction between meat and rabbits, and would
allow the regulations under which rabbits
were to be exported to be determined by the
Governor in Council. If that course were
followed it would give greater security to
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those engaged in the rabbit export trade
than the ipse dixit of the inspector. It
was not so risky giving power to the Go-vernor in Council to make regulations
which would have to be placed before
Parliament as placing all the power in the
hands of the inspectors as sought by this
dause.
Mr. MomtlssEY. -Perhaps it might
meet the objection which honorable members have raised if after the word" meat,"
in line 9, i:he words "other than
rabbits" are inserted. rrhat will exclude
rabluits from the operation of the clause,
and a new clause can be drafted to deal
with them.
Mr. TRENWITH.-Why not make the
export of rabbits subject to regulations by
the Governor in Council.
Mr. IRVINE said that he was about to
suggest that the Governor in Council
shcrmld make regulations regarding the
crates and size of the rabbits and various
other matters which would not be applicable' generally to the export of meat.
That would be treating rabbits separately.
Mr. 'VVILKINS stated that the Go\'ernment should stand by the clause. The
Men.t Supervision Act stated that calves
under 40 lbs. weight should not be sold
for butchering purposes. At the present
time farmers sent calves to the MeJbourne
market which were under that weight, and
they not only lost. the calves-which were
considered to be unfit for human consumption-but also the railway freight.
If calves were rejected in that way as
being unfit for the market, why should
not undersized rabbits be also rejected ~
The clause would eventually prove bene£cial to th0se engaged in the rabbit industry.
To maintain the rabbit export
trade and to secure its expansion, only
rabbits of the best quality should be
shipped abroad. Inferior or undersized
rabbits should not be sent out of Victoria
at all unless they were tinned, which was
a, more suitable way of treating them than
freezing them in t.he skin and sending
them to London. The rabbit export trade
brought a good deal af money into the
·country, and no effort should be spared to
have it conducted on proper lines.
Mr. BENT said that he wished to make
a few remarks on behalf of the unfortunate
land-owners. Six years ago he went to the
Port Fairy district to look after land there
which he was interested in, and which had
been depreciated in value in consequence
.of the number of rabbits that were on
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the property.
Notwithstanding the
efforts that were made under his direetioll
to reduce the number of rabbits-and he
might ~ay that tho~e efforts had heen
successful-the rabbit inspector used to
harass him, while no action was taken in
regard to other land-owners who were
doing nothing to keep the pest in check.
Small rabbits got into the traps, and if
they were not to be exported they would
be liberated by the trappers in order that
they might grow to the required size, and
in tho tneantime hreed. Until recently he
was one of the directors of the Port Fairy
Meat Preserving Company, and it was found
in that bnsiness that the small rabbits,
being younger, were better suited for preserving and for consumption than the old
rabbits. The practice of the trappers
was to give three small rabbits for the
price paid for two large ones. In the
scrubby country the YOUllg rabbits \\-ere
rather poor. But, then, all meat was not
fat, and it wal:; not unhealthy or unwholesome bccause it was lean. For his part,
he preferred lean [neat to fat meat. On
the property in which he was interested at
Port Fairy seven or eight different
machines for getting rid of the rabbits
were tried. Poison was laid, and afterwards digging-out had to be resorted to.
In a burrow perhaps 30 or 40 rabbits
would be found, of which 20 or 25 might
be under size. If he were outside of
the House he would like to say
something about the rabbit inspectors.
Inspectors! 'Why, in the very district to
which he had referred, men who were
struggling and trying to get rid of the
rabbits were fined .£5 if they happened to
have incurred the ill-will of the inspector,
and he found one rabbit on their ground.
Mr. PEAcocK.-That is a question of
the amendment of the Vermin· Destruction
Act.
Mr. BENT said that the Minister of
Agriculture had stated, in reply to the
honorable member for Kilmore, that he
would not reduce the fine. If only a
couple of rabbits were found on 500 acres
of land, the man was fined a £5 note, and
the polioe magistrate said he had no
option but to inflict such a fine. rrhere
was no doubt that if this provision was
passed, the little rabbits when caught
would be turned out again, and we would
never get rid of the rabbit pest. He was
not speaking altogether of the rabbit
trappers. Poisoning would not clear the
country of rabbits, trapping would not
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clear them oft~ and in fact there was little · from the provision in this clause would
probability of our ever getting rid of the · meet the case. He would also urge that
pest, but if this clause was passed as it :the Vermin Destruction Act should be
stood, God help the unfortunate land- ·amended in some way so as to be more
owner. For his (Mr. Bent's) part, he restrictive, because he thought the greater
would use every means in his power to restriction there was in conllexion with
prevent an inspector frQm being able the rabbit question, the better it would
to declare that certain rabbits were be for the State.
It was a great pity
not fit for export.
The Minister that rabbits had become of any commercial
had not told the committee what wei~ht value at all, because they were simply
he considered fit to be exported.
He ruining a whole side of the country.
(Mr. Bent) did not mean that the kittens Thousands and thousands of pounds had
should be exported, but if this clause been lost in connexion with the rabbit
was passed, the middle size healthy business, because it provided employment
rabbits. as soon as they wen~ trapped, for a few men who could bo infinitely
would be turned out again, because better employed on the soil in otherthey could not be expOl:ted.
In fact, ways.
a Bill like this simply offered inducement to trappers to turn out the little ~ Mr. MORRISSEY stated that he had
ones, and so the State would never be free no desire to propagate rabbits in Victoria,.
of the rabbits. He did not know whether but he felt that honorable members were
there were many rabbits in the part of the taking rather a large fistful of nuts, and
country which the Minister of Agriculture that it would be with difficulty that they
represented, but in the Port Fairy dis- would extricate their hand from the
trict, thousands of pairs of rabbit::; were noz,de of the jar. The fact must not be
brought into Port Fairy almost every day. overlooked that IV hat had assisted very
In fact, rabbits were one of the prillcipal materially in keeping the rabbits in check
articles of freight on the railway. No in Victoria had been the faeL that we had
one asked that u bad rabbit shonld been able to export tbem. He felt t hat if
be allowed to be exported, but it did it had not been for the export trade, there
not follow, because a rabbit was not full would have been mallY more rabbits in the
grown, that it was not healthy and fit for State than there were now. If all sorts
and conditions of rabbits were allowed to
export.
Mr. BROWN expressed the opinion that be exported, the result wonld 'be that the
it would be well for the Minister to adopt export trade would in time be destroyed
the suggestion to exempt rabbits. If and then there would not be the same
that was not done, there was little doubt inducl-'ment to ship rabbits as there
that the operation of this clause wonld was at present. H()weyer, he had no
rea.lly mean an increase of the rabbits. objection to add as a sub-clause the folOnly in that day'::; newspaper a case was lowing:reported from Yea, where a number of
Thi~ section shalll10t apply to the exportation
men were fined £2 who hapPE:ned to have of rabbits.
a few rabbits on their land. ",Vhile the If honorable members were satisfied to
law should be drastic in the direction of accept the responsibility of the position~
getting rid of the rabbit pest, there he felt that it was hardly necessary to
was no doubt that the present Act operated make :=tny further reference to the export
very prejudicially in the case of men who of rabbits at all. If it was considered
frequently did their best to keep down the that rabbits should be exported witho~lt
rabbits, but were unable altogether to get let or hindrance, there was no need for
riel of them. If the clause was adopted any further reference to them in the Bill,
as it stood, a further inducement would so that all sorts of rabbits might be
be offered to rabbit trappers to do ",hat an shipped. In his opinion, hmyever, the
inspector in tho Yeu, case stated had been reSH I t of sneh action, instead of assisting
dono-namely, that whon they trilpped to extirpate the rabbits, would be to
rabbits they deliberately let the does and destroy the present trade in rabbit exporthe kittens go again. This would certainly tation, and thus lead to the increase
be done. if tho pos::;ibility of exporting of the rabbit pest.
rabbits, except full-grown ones, wa::; denied.
Mr. McKENZIE.-How is it that trade
He thought that the suggestion of the
leader of the Opposition to exempt rabbits is not destroyed by the present Act?
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Mr. PEACOCK.-It has been to some
extent, and this provision has been
inserted at the request of the biggest
freezing company in Victoria,. who have
found that their trade has been affected.
Mr. McKENZIE.-It might suit them,
but it would not suit the trappers.
Mr. PEACOCK. -- The trappers have
votes.
Mr. 11cKENZIE said he rose to a point
of order. He would not be insulted by
the Premier, or any other member on the
Ministerial eide of the House. It did llot
matter a. snuff to him (Mr. McKenzie)
whe~her rabbit trappers had votes or not,
and it was very unbecoming of the Premier to accuse honorable members of
being illfiuenced in their action by the
fact that allY persons whose interest::; they
were advoeatillg had votes.
Honorable
members on the opposition side of the
House might very well retaliate, and tell
the Premier that if it were not for votes in
certaiu other directions, the honorable
gentleman's legislntion would have assumed a very different character in the
past.. He thought the Premier might
very well withdraw his remark.
Mr. PEACOCK stated that be would
withdraw \vith pleasure, but he would
repeat that it was at the request of the
biggest freezing company in the State
that this clause had been made applicable
to rabbits. 'fhe company found that
their trade had been ad versely affected in
the old country for the reasons mentioned
by the Minister of Agriculture. If he
had said anything which offended the
honorable member f0r Anglesey, he
willingly withdre\v it; but it certa.inly
seemcd to him that in this discussion
there ha.d been too much consideration
for the interests of rabbit-trappers, and
too little for the interests of the export
trade atld its preservation for the benefit
of t.he whole Stolte.
Mr. VVARDE.-Thell, why does not the
Minister stick to his clause and divide the
committee on it ~
Mr. McKENZIE remarked that, ill
reply to the Premier, he might state that
the way in \\'hich he and a large number
of otl\er honorable members looked at the
matter was this: The :Minister of Agriculture, in submitting this Bill, stated that
his inspectors had said that they would
only recommend that 40 per cent. of the
rabbits that were now exported should be
allowed to be exported in future, and the
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Minister went on to say that power should
be taken in the Bill to give effect to the
proposition that only 40 per cent. of the
rabbits sent to Melbourne should be ex·
ported. Now, he (Mr. McKenzie) desired
to point ont that the price received
for 40 per cent. of the rabbits caught
would not compensate the trappers
for their work.
If they were only paid
for 40 per cent. of the rabbits for export,
what they would receive from thitl source,
in view of the small price they would get
for the remaining 60 per cent. on account.
of the local market being flooded, would
prevent them frorn being able to continue
to carryon business, and, therefore, they
would have to cease work. If the exportation of rabbits was restricted to 40 per
cent., he had no hesitation in predicting
that the rabbit export trade would be
absolutely destroyed and wiped out of
existence.
~rhe ACTING CHAIRMAN (Ml'. Murray).-I would aBk the honorable member
for Delatite \\' hether, in view of the amendment proposed by the Minister of Agriculture, he wishes to withdmw his amendment?
Dr. :McINERNEY stated that he had
no objection to withdraw hitl amendment
if the Minister desired it.
The amendment was withdrawn.
Mr. McLEOD said he wished to propose
an amendment which came prior to that
which had boen submitted hy the Minister
of Agriculture. He begged to lllOYOThat after the word "Act" (line 8) the
wonls " and subject to regulations to be malle
by the Governor in Council" be inserted.

He considered that the inspector should
not howe a. free hand to condemn any
meat or product simply on hi~ OWll
authority. His certificate of the tit,ness
or other~vise of meat should be subject to
regulations drawn up by the Governor in
Council.
Mr. PEAcocK.-Then this sub-clause
would not be needed.
Mr. McLEOD said that his amendment was not intended to apply to rabbits
only, but to meat generally.
Mr. PEACOCK observed that, as he
understood the suggestion of the leadcr of
the Oppositioll, it was that rabbits should
be exempt from the provisions in this
clalltle. ·What his colleague, the Minister
of Agriculture, had in his mind watl, that
if rabbit::: were exempted from the clause,
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then he would ~ome down with a further
-clause providing for the suggestion which
had been made in different parts of the
committee, that there should be certain
regulations submitted with regard to the
grading of ra,bbits. It would have been
a good thing for the State if there had
been no export trade in rabbits at all;
but if rabbits were sent away which were
of inferior character, there was no doubt
that their export would act inj uriollsly on
other branches of the export trade. 'rhe
sale of inferior rabbits from Victoria in
the old country would act prejudicially
with regard to the butter and meat trade
from this State. He had understood that
the suggestion of the leader of the Opposition and other honorable members was
that in connexion with rabbits, the question of grading ought to be taken into
consideration. His colleague was prel?ared tQ accept the snggestion that rabbits should be exempted, and that he
should bring down a clause providing for
regulations being prepared by the
Governor in Council, so that the Minister
would take the responsibility instead of
the inspector. The suggestion of the
honorable member for Daylesford was for
something more than that.
Mr. IHVINE remarked that the Govern·
ment had agreed to exempt rabbits from
the clanse. The effect of the amendment
()f the honorable member for Daylesford
would not be so wide as the Premier
thought. ,It would on ly provide that the
inspector would have full discretion given
him nntil the Government stepped in and
lirnited it by regulation. The Minister
hud no cOl!ltrol over the in8pector short of
dismis8ing him. If the amendment were
adopted it would still leave, with regard
to products other than rabbits, the fullest
discretion to the inspector until he
'adopted a course that the Government
thought was going too far. Nothing
could be more reasonable.
Mr. McLEOD said the clause was a
most drastic ono. It statedNotwithstanding anything contained in the
Exported Products Act 1898 no person shall
ship or place on board any vessel for exportation beyond the Australian States any product
01· meat without having previously received a
certificate of the inspector with re"pect to such
product or meat given pursuant to the provisions of the said Act, and also expressly stating
that such product or meat as the case may be is
suitable for exportation.

That was an enormous power to place in
the Imlld8 of an inspector, and that was

1898 Amendment Bill.

the reason why he thought the Governor
in Council should make regulations. His
amendment wasSubject to any regulation that may be made
by the Governor in Council.
.
Mr. PEAcocK.-rrhen the position would
be that if there were no regulations made
the Government would have to take the
responsibility of not having made them.
Mr. :McLEOD said that would be so.
Mr. MORRISSEY stated that the inspector under the existing Act conld reject
all diseased meat or diseaRed stock offered
for shipment. All that was asked for in
this clauso in connexion with meat was
that the inspector should be empowered
to reject meat that was too poor and out
of condition.
Mr. IRVINE.-We only want to give you
power to say so by regulation.
Mr. MORIUSSEY said that the inspeGtor
was not likely to reject meat without just
cause.
Mr. MADDEN.-While we have the
English language to express what we
mean, why not express it ~ We want to
have the limits of the inspector's power in
black and white.
NIl'. PEACOCK.-I am delighted that
members are prepared to trust the
Governor in Council to make regulations;
I thought it was ttl ways t.he other way.
Mr. McLeod's amendment was agreed
to, as was also the amendment proposed
by Mr. Morrissey.
Progress was then reported.
The House adjourned at five minutes
to eleven o'clock p.m.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
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The SPEAKER took the chair at halfpast four o'clock p.m.
STATE PARLIAMENT HOUSE.
UNHEALTHY CONDI'I'ION OF THE BUILDING.

Mr. LANGDON said, as a question of
privilege, he desired to direct the att,ention of the Government, particularly
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through the Speaker, to the unhealthy
-state of this building. The Assembly had
lately lost two of their fellow members.
He himself felt very unwell at the present
time, and he knew that the Minister of
Agriculture was not in his usual good
healt.h. The Ministry ought to take some
.active steps to make thi8 building more
'cornforta,ble fot honorable members. They
were :steamed in one part of the building,
nearly boiled in another, and when they
went out into the lobbies the wind was
alm0st enough to cut them in two. He
was suffering severely from a chest complaint, and he felt that it was highly
necessary that sonlething practical should
be done at Ol1ce. He felt very acutely
over this matter, especially since the loss
of the hOllorable member for Bourke
West. He would not say that that honorable member died through the bad state
of the atmosphere he breathed in this
building-Mr. GRAHA::\I.-rrhe late member said
repeatedly that it would be the death of
some of us.
Mr. LANGDON sa.id he would urge the
Speaker to try to induce the Government
to do something to make this place more
habitable. On the Show ground that day
he saw three or four honorable members,
and could not help being struck by the
great cont.rast between their pale and
unhealthy faces and the rosy countenances
of gentlemen from the country. It struck
.him very forcihly that honorable members
were living in a very unhealthy atmosphere.
This was a serious matter, and he hoped
that the Government would be able to
assure the House that something would
be done at once to improve the conditicn
()f affairs.
Mr. PEACOCK remarked that he did
not know exactl)T what to say in reply to
the complaint of the honorable member
for Korong. All that he could say was
that there had never been a req nest
:referred to him for the improvement of
this building to which he had not given
his immediate and most favorable con.sideration, for the very reasons that had
been urged by the honorable member.
If any recommendations were made by the
Parliament Buildings Committee, after
conferring with the responsible officers of
the Public Works department, and conSidering any suggestions made to meet the
convenience of honorable members, the
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Government would lend a most sympathetic ear to them.
Dr. MALONEY.-We are more comfortable here than ever we were in the other
building.
Mr. PEACOCK said he was snre that
the Speaker would take notice of what the
honorable member for Korong had said,
and call a meeting of the Parliament
Buildings Committee at the earliest opportunity. He could only repeat that any
suggestions the committee made would
be promptly considered by the Government.
The SPEAKER.-I may inform the
House that the Parliament Buildings Committee have held a meeting this afternoon, and only adjourned just before the
House met. We sat until about tv,:enty
minutes past four o'clock. If the honorable
member for Korong would make some
suggestion that could be laid .before the
committee, I will be very glad to submit
it to the committee. I may state that I
heard some weeks ago that the Ministerial
supporters' room was not habitable; in
fact, I saw the Premier on the subject,
and he very kindly gave up one of the
Ministers' rooms for the accommodatic)fi
of honorable melnbers supporting the
Ministry. That has been satisfactorily
arranged. The other room is not now
occupied.
Mr. LANGDON.
enough .

Our n)Olll

is bad

Mr. r:eRENWITII stated that the
Parliamentary Buildings Committee had
just decided to erect a screen in the
corridor at the south entrance to the
building ill order to mitigate in some
measure the draught from that entrance.
RAILWAY LANDS ACQUISITION
ACT.
Mr. KERR asked the Minister of Railway::; the following questions : 1. How many railw~Ly lines have been made
or are in course of construction since the Railway Lands Acquisition Act. of 1892 became law,
and the length of each line?
2. The amount of money paid by each trust
for land required for railway purposes '1

Mr. ~eH.ENWITH.-The information
asked for by the honorable member is
contained in the following return furnished by the Engineer-in-Chief : -
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STATEMENT
};nOWIX\;

the Lines made or in course of consteuction since date of Railway Lands Acquisition
Act 189:3, with mileage and compensation paid for land up to date.

No.

Length
Date of
in
Opening.
:lIiles.
- - ------

Name of Line.
------

-----

...

1
2

Natimuk and Gorokc
Nathalia and Picola

...

3

Heidelberg and F,ltham

...

Dimboola and Jeparit
Roort and Quambatook

...
...

Jumbunna and Outtrim

2Si

July, IS94
December,
1896
S! In course of
construction
6~

23
22

June, 1894
August,

By Whom

Compensatior.
paid to date.

2~

II

February,
1896

...

Trust

"\Vycheproof and Sea Lake ...
Wangaratta and 'iVhitfiehl. ..
Ferntree Gnllyand Gembrook

7
9

10
II
12

13
14
1.)-

March, 1895
March,1899
December,
I 1900
Birchip and C1'On0111 by
... 26;} September,
1899
Qnambatook and Ultima ...
30 I March, 1900
J eparit towards Albacutya ...
18-§- i November,
1899
Lilydale and Warlmrton ... I 24! In course of
, construction
Colac antI Reech Forest ... I 30
In course of
I
construction
Dungaree and Rr..cecoursc ...
1~ I Decem bel',
I
1900
48
30!
IS!

I

I

(Signed)

--

Complete
Complete

.. .

No compensation yet.
paid

Promoters

Complete

1,344 0 0

o u ttrim,

Complete

Bowittand
British Consolidated
Coal Co.
Nil
1,260 11
2,748 12
186 16

sl Trust
3
!)

1

I,

Trust

...

114 8 0
Nil
2,859 16

Promoters

523 0 0

Complete
I

Promoters

I

I

Incomplete
Incomplete·

Trust

...
...

Trust

...

Complete

Trust

7

1,512 2 0

Complete
Incomplete·

...

!

1

I

---

Nil
616 5 4

I

8

- --

- -

£ s. d.
1,663 II 4 Trust
...
714 0 0 Promoters

1~94

...

Remarks 1'e
Compensation.

paid.

Incomplete

i
.IT. RENNICK, Engineer in Chief.
3.9.01. .

EMPLOYMENrr OF PENSIONERS.
PENSIONERS EMPLOYED IN THE PUBLIC SEI~VICE
-( continued).
Dr. )IALONEY asked the Premier if he
had any objection to furnish a return givEmployed as.
Pension.
Name.
ing the names of the Victorian State pel1- I
sioller~ who were employed in any State
£ 8. d.
department during the year ending 30th ' Harris, L. A. P. ' Clerk, Statists' ...
57 \) 4
June, 1901, and the amollnt of their pen- Leplastrier, H.
105 0 0
"
H.
I
sions? He said he desired to thank the
169 19 6
... I
"
Premier for the courtesy of a communi- Hart, J.
A'Beckett, M. Examiner of Titles 308 II 9
cation he had received that lllorning.
'Williams, 'i'V.
Courtkeeper and
49 8 0
~Ir. PEACOCK.-rrhe number of these
Crier
officer:s el.'nployed . in any State depart- O'Meara, ;r. .J. Police Magistrate 391 8 7
471 ]0 O'
ment during the year ended the 30th Perry, C. L ....
Hutchinson, G.
390 0 0,
June last amounted to 41, as I informed
L.
the honorable member on a previous occa- Bartrop, G. F.
459 13 6
Slmter, C.
571 1-1: 9
sieHl. Tho list is as fo11o,,"sPE~SIO~ERS F,l\ll'r.OYEn IX THE PUBLIC SERVICE
IH~RI~U THE YEAR EXDED 30TH JUXE, 1901.

Xame.

Emp~oyed

as.

I

Pension.

------------I---------------j~~
Bell, A.
.. Clerk, Income Tax
Fleming, R. C.
Rolger, J. C....
"
Lind, n. W. N". ; Clerk, Statists' ...

I 128 ] 1 4

1!l2 0 9
61]2 0

I

58 IG 1

3;)0 !) 9'
Bell, Eo C.
II
308 12 1
Robertson, J.
Da11, R
Inspector of Works 105 0 0
Findlay, F ... .
15:3 G 8·
146 I:~ 4
Dobbie, W ... .
oR 11 2
II
Douglass, B.
Lupton, G.... Teacher of Elocu66 2 2
tion
Anderson, School Teacher ...
5~ 3 4
Henrietta S.
Balmer, :Mary
51 11 1()

Mount William
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-(continued).
Employed as.

Name.

~-----

Daley, John T. School Teacher...
Gardiner, Geo.
11
Gough, J. P.
Hobday, H. E.
Kiema,n, Annie

Lane, John ..
Planqk, S. ~r.
Roberts, Frank
Stcane, J'ohn
Liddelow, A.
1ck, Geo.
Gardiner, Ernest
Hocking,\V. D.
McDona.ld, D.
Beilby, Robt.
Bell, John ...

\ I Pension.

--£ -;;-:-d.
82 11 11

2

102 7 6
108 18 10

87 5 2

"

102 14 10
72 15 10
61 9 10
115 7 8
93 1 :-l
112 11 4

47

Roget, H. V.
Brown, J'essie

7' 4

112 17

5

38 1 9

S.

COOL STOHAGE OF BUTTER.
Dr. MALONEY asked the Minister of
Agriculture if, in view of the higher
grades of butter b.eing exported in such
large q lIantities, he would arrange to
utilize the cool s~orage under Government control, cO that t.he citizens of Victoria might purchase the like grades at
the prices they were sold at in England ~
He said that if this arrangement could be
.carried out, it would be a great boon to
the citizens of Victoria, who supported
the butter industry, while it would not in.j me the prod ueel'S, who would get the
same priee for their butter as they obtained in England.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-Butter is exported
<mly when there is a surplus at. this. end,
and at that time the local price IS no
hio'her t.han that for which it is sold
ab~oad. It is optional with the owners
of the butter to export it or to store it for
local consumption. If it is desired to buy
butter when it is cheap aud put it ill a
cool store to be sold at low ratcs later
in the season to consumers in the State,
the cost entailed in the purchase of the
butter and tho expense of storage will
have to be provided by those interested.
MOUNT 'WILLIAM GOLD-FIELD.
WATElt

SUPPLY

F'O}{

MINfNG

Gold-Field.
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between the department and parties supplyi'Jg water for minillg purposes at
Mount vVilliam 1
Mr. BUH.TON.-11 here will be no objection to lay the agreements alluded to on
the table of the Library.
.

90 2 2
101 4 11
112 17 11
25 18 4
105 10

11
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Mr. TOUrrCHER asked the Minister of
Mines and vVater Supply if he had any
.objection to lay on the t~ble of the House
.copies of the agreements (if any) ma.de

RAIL\YAY CONSTRUCTION.
\VHITFlELD '1'0 MAIIAIKAH LINE.

Dr. McI~EHNEY asked the Minister
of Railways when he proposed to give the
House an opportunity to consider the rcport of the Uailways Standing Committee
concerning the construction of the line
from vVhit6eld to Mahaikah ~ He said
that several months had clapsed since the
report was presented to the House, and
his cOllstituents were extremely eager to
have the line brought forward at all early
date. They had been promised this line
for the last fonrteen years, and they were
in a continual state of antic~patioll with
regard to its early introduction uy the
Minister of Rail ways.
Mr. BB.O\VN stated that he desired,
by leave, to say that he put a question to the :JIinister of Hailways at a
previous sitting with regard to the report
of the Rail ways Standing Committee 011 a
proposed cross country line from Bendigo
vict Arcadia to Violet Town. Since then
he had been put in possession of information which cOllvinced him that the Railway
department were seeking to dictate the
railway construction policy of the country.
He was informed that a lHunber of mill::;
would be started on that line, and that
one of those mills would furnish as much
revenue as the officers of the departm<.'llt
had estimated 1VOlild be received from the
whole line. Jt was the duty of this House
to assert its rightl-i, and say whether a line
should or should llot be constructc(l. ~rho
information fnrnil-ihed by the Railway
department with rcierence to that line
was neither reliable nor truthful. Ou the
previons occa:sion he asked the Minister
if be intended to give the Hou:se j;lll
opportunity of disclIssing the resolution
which the Haihmys Standing Committee
had arriyed at, and the honorable gentleman said he would make inquiries and
inform the honorable member at a later
date.
:Jtfr. TRE~\YITH.-I do not (Illite
nnder"talld the statement made by the
honorable member for Shepparton, but I
may say that the line to which he alludes
has been reported upon adversely by the
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Rail \Vay~ Standing Committee, as far as I
know. However, if the honorable member will give notice of a question-Mr. BRowN.-I asked. you before if you
would give the House an opportunity of
discussing the Standing Committee's
report.
Mr. TH.ENV\TITH.-Aud I said " No.:'
Mr. BRowx.-I beg your pardon; you
did not.
Mr. TRENWITH.-I remember now
that I said I thought it was not in my
province to give the House an opportunity of dif5eus~ing the report of the
Rail ways Standing Committee on that
line, but that I would make iuq uirie8. I
have made inquiry, and I have discovered
that such a course has never been taken.
It was not contemplated in the Act. In
reply to the question of the honorable
member for Delatit.e, I may state that I
can easily realize his anxiety about the
Mahaikah line. I know the difficulty
that the people of the district he refers to
are labouril~g under, and I hope to be able
to ask Parliament to consider a motion
in reference to the propCJsed line before
the end of the session. There will be time
enough f0r it to be dealt with by Parliament before the session closes. I will
point out to the honorable member that
it would not expedite the making of the
line if a Bill authorizing its construction were passed to-night. 'Ve have a
certain number of railways under construction, and nn til some of them are
finished, I cannot undertake, even though
Parliament authorized another railway, to
put it under construction. I realize the
necessity of the people of this district,
and I assure the honorable member that
they have my sympathy.
Mr. BRowN.-That is all.
Mr. TH.ENvVITH. - My sympathy,
where I have power to give effect to it,
always has effect given to it. I hope, before the end of this session, in time for
Parlament to deal with it, to submit a
motion in reference to the Mahaikah line.
ADVANCES UNDER THE MINING
DEVELOP}IENT ACT.
Mr. TOU'fCHER asked the Minister of
Mines if he had any objection to lay on
the table of the House all the papers in
connexion with the recent allocation of
advances to the mining industry under
the Mining Development Act?
Mr. BUH.'rON.-To comply with the
honorable membees request would involve

Mining Development Act.

placing on the table of this Housesome 350 files of paperR, weighing several
If
the
honorable
hundred-weights.
member will specify any particular allocation he desires to investigate, the papers.
connected therewith will be placed on thetable of the Library.
APPOIN1'MENT
OF UNDER - SECRETARY.
lVIr. KEAST asked the Chief Secretary
the following questions : 1. Is it a fact that the Cabinet has decided
to appoint Mr. Morrison, P.M.,
UnderSecretary?
2. If so, will the Government refrain from
confirming the appointment until the House
has an opportunity of discussing the matter?

He said that a great deal of dissatisfaction
existed over the appointment of Mr. Morrison, who, it had been hrought under
his notice, was very much junior to some
of the officers in other departments, and
had really had no departmental experience
at all.
Mr. TREN'VITH.-'rhe answer to the
honorable member's question is that it is.
a fact that the Cabinet have decided to·
recommend to the Public Service Board
the appointment of Mr. Morrison, and I
regret tG say I cannot undertake to hold
it over until Parliament has had an opportunity of discussing it, for the reason that
it is an administrative act for which the
Government are responsible. 'Ve must
take the responsibility. 1f we do wrong,.
of course the House can deal with us.
CANCELLATION OF OLD AGE
PENSIONS.
Mr. LA"TSON asked the Treasurer the
following questions : 1. What practice he adopts in regard to the
cancellation of old-age pensions?
2. Will he provide that, in future, before
any pensions are cancelled pensioners shaH
have an opportunity of showing cause why the
sa,me should not be cancelled'?

Mr. PEACOCK.-l'he answers to the
honorable member's questions are as.
follow:1. Pensions are cancelled on t.he reports of
police magistrates, or the police or charitable·
bodies, but each case is dealt with on its
merits.
2. No. Every protest against cancellation ls.
considered, and in the majority of iustances, if
any evidence of a new character is forthcoming, the case is reheard.

In the majority of cases where protests havebeen received agaInst the cancellations,.

Casual Railway LctbouTers
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I have given orders that the cases shall be
reheard; but if we were to be required before we cancelled a pension to communicate
with the pensioner, and give an opportunity to show cause why the pension
should not be cancelled, it would involve
tremendous delay. Numbers of pensions
have been cancelled, and never a word <Df
protest heard against lhose cancellations,
which is clear proof that the pensions were
granted under a misapprehension.
RENEW' AL OF LICENCES
THE LAND ACT.

UNDER

Mr. GROSE asked the Minister of Lands
if he would inform the House wha,t was the
number of licences under sections 99 and
123 respectively that had been renewed
this year; and also the number of forestt.hinning licences issued ~ He said his object in asking the q llesticl>1l was to elucidate some information which would probably indicate to the Minister of Lands
that it was possible to avoid the duplication of a lot of work in his department,
and get rid of a good deal of unnecessary
delav.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Thenumberof licences
renewed under section 99 of the Land Act
1890 is 2,261; the number of licences rellewed under section 123 of the same Act
is 3,313; and the number of thinning
licences issued is 857.
CASUAL RAIL'WAY LABOURERS AT
SPENCER-STREET.
nIl' SANGSTER asked the Minister of
Railways the following questions:1. In the e\-ent of there being 30 permanent
men llmfted into the good slleds at Spencerstreet, in what position will the casual labourers
who ha\'e beeu employed for ten years 0 ..' more
be placed-will they still receive permanent
employment?
2. \Vhen are these men to receive the 7s. per
day?

He said it would be readily understood by
t.he Minister and the House that these
men, who han been permanent-temporary
employes of the Railway department for
ten years and over, were well qualified to
do their work, but reali~ed the danger to
themselves of the appoinment of a great
number of permanent men in the last
batch that came in to take their places,
and, having served the depa.rtmeI:lt fairly,
they thought that they ought to be permanently appointed on the staff. The 7s.
a day minimum fixed by this House was
a fair minimum wage for men doing that
class of work.

at Spence1'-street.
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Mr. TREN'VITH.-The acting commissioner says-Mr. SANGS'l'EH..-Oh !
Mr. TRENW'ITH.-'rhe acting commissioner employs these men, not Parliament, and he says thatThe casual labourers referred to will receive·
the same privileges as before, namely, the first
consideration with regard to continuous employment. The putting on of :30 additional permanent men in the sheds will not affect the
earnings of senior casuals to any great extent.

:Mr. SANGSTEH..-To some extent, of
course, it will.
Mr. TRENWITH.-'Vell, to some extent. The honorable member must know
that there was no obligation, when these
men entered the service, to employ them
permanently, and they have had employment far in excess of what they had any
right to expect when they were first
taken on. It is probable, from what I
can learn, that they will continue to have
employment, and they will also have what
they have had already, namely, the first
claim, other things being equal, to
permanent employment.
The acting
commissioner states that the casual
labourers of ten years' service and over,
in receipt of less than 7s. a day, hfl,vc
all been granted an additional 6d. per day,
as arranged. The honorable member is
somewhat in error in assuming that it
was decided that 7s. was to be the minimum. 'What was decided was that those
who had served ten years, and were receiving less than 7s. a day, should get a
long service increment of 6d. a day. Some
of these men - I believe very, very few of
them-were receiving 68. a day, and they
have obtained their long service increment
of 6d. per day; in fact, all who have been
ten years in the service of the department, and who received less than 7s.
per day, have been given an extra 6d. per'
day.
ACCIDENT TO MR CHIRNSIDE, M.P.
Mr. LANGDON said he had just 1'ecei ved a telegram from the honorable
member for Gra,nt (~fr. Chirnside), sent
from Menzies' Hotel, which read as follows :Do not count on me to-night.
crushed at show to-day.

Thigh badly

He felt sure that all honorable members
would sympathize with the honorable
member in his uufortlmate accident.
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PERSOXAL EXPLANATION.
111'. BENNETT said he desired co make
a personal explanation. Some weeks ago
he asked the Minister of Railways a ques-

in error in the contention that he urged
yesterday afternoon. I caused the following letter to be sent this morning to
the U nder- Treasure,', ~Ir. Meakin:-

tion with reference to the appointment of

Department of Lltnds and Suryey,

two or three officers, and he (Mr. Bennett)
blamed :Mr. Lochhead, who had written to
him, and war:; evidently very much
annoyed that he had mentioned his name
and bJamed him for what had been done,
l)ecause, that officer said, it was not true.
He (Mr Bennett) thought that it waR his
duty to take ~lr. Lochhead's word for it,
and he therefore avologized for having
made the statement.

:Melbourne, 4th September, 1901.
Sir,-Advel'ting to my letter of 2211J ult., I
have the honour to forward herewith a copy of
the provisional agreement in connexion with
the purchase of the Eurack Estate, and to
draw your attention to the schedule thereto, in
which the total area is shown to be 5,102 acres
2 Plods. The total amount of purchase money
will, therefore, he £5~,576 5s., instead of
£5:3,511 14s. 9£1., as preyiously stated.
I shall be glad if you will kindly furnish me,
for the use of the Honorn.hle the Minister of
Lands in the House this afternoon, a statement
as to the effect of the first clause. If the purchase were completed to-day, what woul(l the
vendor actua.lly receive ~
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

ROYAL AGRICCLT"GRAL SHOW.
Mr. PEACOCK movedThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday next.

He said that honorable members, particularly those from the country, were well
aware that the next day was the Royal
Agricultural Society'S holiday or Annual
Show Day. It had been decided by Parliament that the day waS to be a holiday
throughout the whole State, and of course
Parliament should not sit.
Sir .JOH~ McI~'l'YRE.-'Vhat is the
necessity for the motion if it is a holiday ~
:i\ll'. l>EACOCK said that would not
affect tlw House.
The I110tion was agreed to.
PURCHASE OF THE EURACK
ESTATE.
The House having resolved itself into
Committee of the Whole, the debate (adjourned from the previous day) was resumed on the following motion of Mr.
Duggan : Th.:Lt it is expedient to .:Lcquire for the purpose of closer settlement the Enraek Estate,
particuhtrs of which are included iu the provisional contract and statement pInced upon
the table of the Legislative Assembly on the
29th day of August, 1901.

Mr. DUGGAN.-It will be remembered
by hOl1onl,ble members that progress was
reported on this question yesterday afternoon, ill eonseq nence of a certain financial
point with reference to clause 1 of the
provisional agreement raised by the honorable the leader of the Opposit,ion. It is
only right that the atmosphere in this
connexion should be cleared before we
proceed furthor, and I think the honorable member will see, after he has heard
the authorities \V hom I propose to quote,
that he w<:l.E-llnintentionally, 110 doubt-

THos. F.

MORKHAM,

Secretary for Lanels.
The Under-Treasurer, Melbourne.

I hase the followiug minute from 11r.
Meakin in reply :The clause in the a!.!reement is, I think,
fairly and correctly dmfted.
Twenty thousand pounds of the purchase
money is to be invested in stock at the current
selling price. That price to-day is, say, £99 lOs.;
so Mr Chirnside would get £20, lOO lOs. of
stock if the contract was concluded to-day.
Now that stock inscribed in Mr. Chil'llside's
name would carry interest from the 1st April
last. and on the 1st October next a full halfyear's interest would be paid on it; but under
the agreement Mr. Chirnside is required to
pay the accrued interest from the 1st Apl'il to
:kd ~eptelllhe[' (supposing the purchase was
completed to-day), making £257 14s. (j(l., and
on the 1st October next he would get £301 lOs.,
the difference, £43 15s 6d., representing the
exact interest on the stock held hy him fr0111
t.he 4th Septemher to 30th SeptembCl·.

I also requisitioned the chairman of the
Stock Exchange as to the practice obtaining there, and that gentleman very courteollsly caused the following reply to be
forwarded to me by the secretary of the
Exchange:I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter, and to inform you that inscribed
stock is bought and sold on this Exchange on
the face value, accumulated interest to date of
delivery of the documents being a sepamte
charge paid hy the buyer.

That is the position as tho authorities have stated it to myself, so that
the agreement, so far from taking any
advantage of Mr. Chirnside, is perfectly
fair and correct. I jocularly remarked
to the leader of tho Opposition yesterday
that the point r:;howed that "'0 were
making a bargain, but I did not, nor did
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the Government, think of taking any advantage of Mr. Chirnside, a course which
the honorable member rightly stated later
on should not be thought of.
:Mr. BEN'l'.-I thought that Smith and
Emmerton were Mr. Chirnside's solicitors ~
Mr. DUGGAN.-Yes, they are.
Mr. BEN1,.-rrhey are very innocent
young men.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Yes, and I suppose
that the vendor of the property is equally
innocent.
NIl'. IRVINE.-I am very glad indeed
to have heard the explanation given by
the Minister of Lands. It does, I may
admit freely, do away with the difficulty
which I felt. The answer from the chairman of the Stock Exchange seems to
imply that there is a practice with regard
to Government stock different from that
which prevails with regard to ordinary
stock. I was assuming tbat the ordinary
practice prevails, but this different practice will prevent the amount which I mentioned from being included in the purchase money of the stock. I ·wish, however, to dra.w attention to this-that these
things are only in our hands a very short
time before they have to be dealt with
by Parliament.
Mr. DUGGAN.-They were circulated
and laid on the table of the House on the
29th August.
Mr. IRVINE.-I, at any rate, only
received mine a short time hefore the
question came up for consideration. I
am, however, very glad that the honorable the Minister has now been able to do
away with· the difficulty, and I admit
freely that there is nothing in the
objection.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-Last night I
rose to say a few words with regard to
this proposed purchase before the leader
of the Opposition raised the legal
technicality, with the explanation about
'v hich he now appears to be satisfied.
But never in my life have I seen an important legal opinion given so very
rapidly as this opinion has been given
to-night. I did not expect the debate to
come on again to-night, for I thought
the obtaining of that opinion would
ha ve taken at least a fortnight. I
therefore came away from my' office
leaving the papers behind me that I
expected to utilize, perhaps after the
show was over at all events. 'Vhat is
the immensA haste about the purchase of
this estate whieh seems to be desired by
Session 1901.-[83]
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the Government? Lash Thursday this
agreement was laid on the table of the
House, but it did not reach the honorable the leader of the Opposition at aU
until las~ night.
Mr. IRVINE. -Yesterday morning.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-I did not see
it at all events until last night. 'Ve are
now asked to go on with the discussion of
thiH question, but I anl sure that not a
member of this House believed that the
honorable the Minister of Lands, hQwever
active he may be, could Hucceed in getting a legal opinion such as the one which
was desired by the HOllHe last night, so
rapidly as he has done to-day. '¥hat is
the meaning of this haste 7 Is Mr. Chirnside reduced to such an extraordinary
position that he must get the money today or the day after, or are there thousands of people desirous of getting this
land because there is no other land in the
State to be got? It is an astonishing
marvel to me that there should be such
an extraordinary desire on the part of the
Government to rush this matter through.
Time should be given us to think over
the point if it is desirable in connexion
with the whole of this closer settlement
business that all the money which the
State is likely to have for some time
should be expended on the purchase of
land costing from £10 to £20 per acre.
I d~ not think it was ever the intention of the Honse, when arranging
about closer settlements, that this class of
land should be purchased. There are
plenty of people who hold this kind of
land in the colony who can get n good
price for it, and who arc now splitting it
up in all direetions for closer Hettlement,
without the State becoming the purchaser. 'rhe Minister of Lands knows
what I am speaking about. He and the
Government have been confining their
attentiQ)n to tho purchase of lands of
high value for settlement.
Mr. MURRAY.-'Vhat about the ·Walmer
Estate?
Sir JOHN :JIcINTYH,E.-That ,ras
not of high val ne, but there has been a
fail' re:mlt, for it has all been taken up
except about 400 acres. I think that the
policy of the country in this closer settlement business should be to try to take
up eHtates in the vicinity of where water
can be obtained, such as along the banks
of the Murray. 'rhe matter of taking
up land offered to the Government on the
margin of the Murray has been brought
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under the notice of the Minister by myself and by another honorable member of
"this House. I am going to refer utlhesitatingly to one particular instance in
regard to which I have been before the
Minister. I do so without any hesitation.
1\. piece of land was offered to the Government of 15,500 acres in extent, on the
banks of the Mt!rray, with pumping
machinery almost ready to carry
water from the Murray and distribute it upon t,he land. It was
offered for the paltry sum of £2 lOs. per
acre. rrhere arc plenty of young fellows
who have grown up in the district who
'"ould be glad if the Ministry would take
it over. The :Minister was looking over
the land with me, and he held up his
hands in holy horror at the idea of buying it, lmt it was a wretched, miserable
morning with frost everywhere, and "[
thought that he w~)Uld know from his
knowledge of land that the winter season
was not the best season in which to see
the land.
Mr. DUGGA~.-Tell the Housethat I had
not ,rinkers on when looking at it.
Sir JOHN McINrrYRE.-rrhe Minister
never wears winkers except when he is
I t does not matter
looking at me.
whether that is the· particular estate or
not, for I have told the Minister publicly,
and I repeat it, now, that the policy of
the country should be to endeavour to
bring about the purchase of land of
lower values, and make it valuable by
u tiliz:ing the water which is alongside it,
instead of giving £12,01' £15, or £20 an
al're for land as is being dOlle now. This
is a purchase which ought not to be made
in the face of the fact that other land can
be got at a much more reasonable rate in
positions where the youngsters in the
district arc anxious to get hold of it. I
tmppose that these 5,000 acres will only
8upply room for four or five families. I
have no idea how it is to be divided
up, but I am speaking about, or hinting about, land on the banks of the
Murray, and particularly one lot of
15,500 acres or thereabouts, on an estate·
which has always been thought to be the
best in the whole of Australia, so far as a
pastoral rut!. is concerned. It could be
utilized with the utmost ease, and water
could be brought upon it easily from the
Murray by the pumpitlg machinery there.
The machinery was put there by one of the
trusts which were formed in snch large
numbers in the boom period a few years
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ago. The Minister has been assured that
this is a most valuable picco of land to
take up and test the question of irrigation
upon, but somehow he hal:) put his fOQt
down, and prefers land for which he has
to pay from £10 to £20 per acre.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Hear, hear.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-The Minister
may" hear, hear,') as much as he likes,
but the State is justified in gettil'lg cheaper
land rather than dearer land, and the
people who own the dearer land are
already breaking it up for the use of
settlers ,,,ho are willing to go on it, and who
get it at more reasonable rates than the
Governmellt have to give. In this very case
the Minister has said that there is land in
the estate which is not worth £4 an acre,
and other land which runs up to £19 per
acre, Lut he has not given us a schedule
to show the proportion of the £4 or the
£19 land. We are asked to a certain
extent to purchase a "pig in a poke," as
we used to say. ·We have no particulars
as io the number of acres which are
worth £4, or those which are worth £19.
In fact, the Minister himself said that,
another 5,000 acres of land belonging to
Mr. Robert Chirnside, within 2! miles
of this estate, was offered to hi~ at the
same time, but that hG would not touch it;
and :ret we are told that within 2!i miles.
of that land this Eurack Estate ra11ges in
value from £4 to £19 an acre. I know
that the Mini£ter of Lands, as well as his
colleague, the Minister of Agriculture,
knows as much about land, perhaps, as
any member in this House. I am not
saying anything about that, but I hold
that the land which I took him, together
with his colleague, the Minister of Agriculture, t.o see up there, is land that should
be taken up by the Government, if only
.
for an experiment.
Mr. DUGGA.N.-rrell us all about the experiment ·which the irrigation syndicate
went iuto.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-I can tell you
about that. You know yourself that it
would have been a great IsucceStl if there
had not been a failure of all syndica.tes at
that time. The machinery and one thingand another available 011 the banks of
the Murray, cl0se to that land, probably
cost £20,000, and the Government was
offered that, along ",it,h the land, for
£2 lOs. an acre, and yet the Mil1ister
will not do anything in· regard to
it. My reason for addressing the House
is that I think the State should give
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attention to the utilization of land of a
poorer quality than this extremely valuable laud. The question of irrigation
should be tested, and the poor land tllrned
into account by means of it, instead of
going in for expensive classes of land. vVe
probably cannot afford to give more than
40 or 50 acres of this Eurack Estate to
any one sett.ler~ but we could give 300 or
400 acres of this land on the banks of the
Murray to anybody who could utilize it
for dairying. Last night the Minister
said that the ':Vhitfield and oth6r estates
had been principally taken up for dairying
purposes. Just fancy land for dairying
purposes at the rate of £10 per acre!
What hope is there of making a fortune
out of it at that rate? Unless one acre
of land could carry four or five head of
cows, I do not see how it could be made
available for dairying purposes. But let
us take up cheaper land in the vicinity bf
water, irrigate it, and make it, instead of
being worth £2 or £3 per acre, worth £ 10
per acre, and save the State all the difference, besides settling once and for all the
value of irrigat.ion one way or the other.
I oppose the action of phe G(I)vernment in
buying expensive land. I did so in regard
to the 'Yalmer Est,ate, and what I
said on that occasion turned out to be
true. The Minister had to admtt last
night that the Government had to pay
for bringing water to the land.
Mr. DUGGAN.-You opposed the purchase of the Walmer Estate from that
corner, although it was cheap.
Mr. MURRAY.-He opposed it because
it was cheap, and he opposes this one·
because it is denr.
Sir JOHN McINrrYRK-No; I opposed
that purchas,e because it was poor land,
which would not be rented unless we
could get ,Yater upon it, but if they
could get water upon it I said the
Walmer land was good. The Minister
has confessed that the Government were
obliged to bring water there, although he
denied that that would be so at the time;
But in this case there is water alongside
to be got for a mere bagatelle, and the
price of the land is ft1.r less per acre. I
agreed in the purchase of the Walmer
Estate, but I pointed out that the Government was giving more for it than was
being paid by private individuals for
land alongside it. That statement ha.s
been proved to be correct.
"'·ould
the honorable member for Warrnambool
give £19 per acre for any bit of this

1901.]

Euraclc Estate.

1207

Eurack Estate 1 The Government are
giving £19 per acre for some portions
of it and £4 per acre for some other
portions.
Mr. DUGGAN.-There is an honorable
member of this House who will give £19
per acre for 600 acres of it.
Sir JOHN McINTYRE.-I said last
night that you were picking the eye!:! out
of it, but you said you were not. As It
matter of fact, some of the best land has
been taken Ollt of it in that little bit of
150 acres, which is to be bought back by
the vendor.. I do not for a moment suppose that what I am saying now will prevent the Government from making the
purchase, but in the interests of the State
it is far better that the Government
should attempt, by some means or other,
to utilize comparatively poor land by
mak.ing use of irrigation, and so make it
valuable land. That is a more important
matter than for the Government to pay
£19 or £20 per acre for land, and the
House should pause before agreeing to the
motion. As I said before, I never for a
moment supposed that the question would
come on to-night, for I thought a lawyer's
opinion would take a week or two at all
events to get. I do not want to disclose
Cabinet secrets, but when I was Minister
of Lands I had great difficulty in getting
a lawyer's opinion within a month or two
in any matter. There must be a different
kind of lawyer nowadays, if we can get
an opinion in one night. I always took
the law into my own hands, and was a law
unto myself. I gained far better results
that way. The present Minister of Lands
should be a law to himself also on some
occasion!:!. My position shortly is, that
there is lots of land in the country that
could be got at a far cheaper price than
this, and that could be made use of by
utilizing the water that is handy for
irrigation. The Government should take
that in preference to this dear purchase.
Mr. LAvVSON.-I rise with considerable trepidation to speak on a matter of
this kind, because I do not desire to appear
before the House as an expert in land
vahles, but I think the com.mittee generally will agree that in carrying out the.
closer settlement policy we should hasten
slowly a.nd exercise very great caution.
But in regard to this matter I do feel
that the Minister of Lands has succeeded
in 'ob'~ining a very suitable estate after he
has personally inspected it. He knows
the value of land himself, and he is
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ba.cked up in this proposal for purchase
by reports from men who, I understand,
are well competent to give expert opinions
in this matter. I do not. desire to discuss
the proposal itself, but merely to draw
attention to something which I have discovered since this proposal was made to
the House. The Government propose to
purchase 5,102 aeres, and pay the sum
of £53,576 therefor. Now, I had the
curiosity to look up the Land Tax Register
of 13th June, 1901, to see how this land
was val ned there, and I find that the land is
valued in the third class, and the valuation is set out at £2 per acre.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Not £2 but two
sheep to the acre.
Mr. LAWSON.-Section 15 of the
Land rrax Act of 1890 classifies the land
as third class, and the classification is on
this basisTwo sheep or more to the aere,
first class ...
... £4.
Three sheep to two acres and
less than two sheep to one
acre, second class ...
£3.
One sheep to the acre and less
than three sheep to two
£2.
acres, third class ...
Less than one sheep to.the acre,
fourth class
£1.
Mr. McKENzJE.-That is only taken as
a basis of the valuation.
Mr. LA·WSON.-It does not. give us
the real value of the land, but there
is a, basi::; for a classification of the
value of land. given here. If land is
capable of carrying:. more than two sheep,
it should be classified as first class,
and be valued at £4 an acre. The report
on the estate shows that the land should
be classified as first class.
Mr. McKEN~IE.-Four sheep to the acre
is first class, is it not't
Mr. LAWSON.-No; it is land capable
of carrying two or more sheep to the acre
that is first-class. Mr. Baker says that
"the property is fully capable of keeping
two sheep to the acre, and it fattens both
sheep and cattle of the primest quality."
The figures show that there are 10,000
sheep, 210 head of cattle, and 14 horses
on the land. The report states that the
stock look well, and the land is sound and
healthy. We have two valuers who declare that the carrying capacity of the
estate is two sheep. Yet this land is
classified for land tax purposes' as
third class. If the basis of the Land
Tax Act had been faithfully adhered
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to the larid would have been classified as
first. The 7,758 acres are valued for land
tax purposes at £15,340, and the amount
of the tax: being paid is t.his sum, less the
exemption, allowed by the Act. I do not
say that the fact that this land is valued
at this sum for land tax purposes is any
proof that it is not worth the Sllm the
Government propose to pay for it, but
this fact thrusts the responsibility on
the House of seeing that this clumsy,
antiq uated, and inequitable land tax is
repealed, and that, if necessary, a more
scientific, equitable, and just system of
land taxation is substituted. There is no
doubt that it is absurd on the face of it
that this land should be val ued for land
taxation purposes at £2 an acre, and that
when we come to purchase it we should be
compelled to pay £10 lOs. an acre.
Still, I believe from the yaluators' report
and the statement made by the Minister
of Lauds, thai the land is worth that
figure. This proposal is a trenchant criticism of the land tax system.
The commissioners are supposed to be guided by
the basis set down in section 15. 'rVe find
that the land is capable of carrying two
sheep to the acre, and that the payment
of taxation is being evaded.
Mr. MUB,ltAY.-When the honorable
member for Maldon, who is an ex-Miniliter
of Lands, expresses his opinion to the
House, it should be received ,vith a good
deal of considemtion, and should carry a
great deal of weight.
VVe rememher the depressed times when he
was administering the Lands department.
But, after all, recollecting
that experience, I don't know that I
would choose him as an infallible guide in
the select.ion of land for the settlement of
the people. I have a distinct recollection
of the poor uufortunatel'.! placed by that
Minister on the ironbound sides of Mount
Macedon. I should think that it 1\'as land
that fulfilled the qualification as to poo)).
Bess of soil which the honorable member
thinks is one of the req nisites for the success of closer settlement. I disagree with
him on that point. The higher the quality
of the land the greater the chance of the
success of closer settlement, but at the
same time it would also lessen the chances
of success if the State paid too much for
the land, because those who are successful
in gettIng the land will have to pay more
than the market value for it.. I have no
personal knowledge of this estate, but
I know that the land in the vicinity is of

Purchase of the

[4

SEPT.,

1901.]

Burack B'state.

1209

excellent quality. 'Ve can find 1:.md of have been justified by subsequent knowvery poor quality in a district in which ledge, we must place a great deal of
there is land of excellent quality. Take confidence in any valuation he may make.
Koroit., for instance. We find there land Mr. Baker is a gentleman in the locality
of the greatest value-land that would having large business interests there, and
sell in the market to-morrow at public it may be that he was the victim of uncompetition at £80 an acre, and yet not conscious bias, and that perhaps he has
more than two or three miles away you estimated the value of this estate a little
will find land that would not bring £5 too highly. I am sure he has submitted
an acre. Where we find that we reach the his valuation honestly, and if he has overlimit of the area of good land. That may estimated unconsciously, it is the
first time. I am astonished to find
be the case with this estate.
Mr. DUGGAN.-There are 278 acres in that Mr. Macdonald's valuation is lOs. an
acre under Mr. Baker's. We usually
this estate only valued Rt £1 an acre.
Mr. MURRAY.-The honorable mem- find that when these two gentlemen value
ber for Castle maine (Mr. Lawson) has the same estates, Mr. Macdonald's estireferred to the valuation of the estate for mate is avove Mr. Baker's. We have
land tax purposes, but these valuations been urged by the honorable member
are very often misleading. I would like for Maldon and the honorable member for
to know if for the purpose of that valua- Custlernaille (Mr Lawson) not to proceed
too hurriedly. I do not advocate hurry,
tion the whole estate was taken in 1
Mr. DUGGAN.-That is the whole secret; but I say there should be no time lost.
There is no better season than the
it is not all included.
Mr. MURRAY.-The shire valuations present for the Government to complete
are of very little value as a guide. In the purchase of land.
The dairying
some of the western district shires the season is now close at hand.
land is valued at 50 per cent. less than it
Mr. MEl'HVEN.-It ought to have been
is worth. I am not acquainted with the purchased a couple of months ago.
valuations of the Colac shire, but I see the
Mr. MURRAY.-It might have been
municipal valuation of this estate is 6s. better had the purchase been made
per acre; that would apply to the whole earlier. If a select committee is apof the estate. 'Ve are always helpless in pointed, I believe the House will have
arriving at the value of these properties, the utmost confidence in any report it
u.nless 11llembers have a knowledge of the may present. We have the honorable
land. I recollect when we had a proposal member for Brighton, and we have some
previously before the House, it was of the members of the, Council of Agrisuggested that it might be a good thing cultural Education in this House, who
to appoint a committee of this House to might be asked to act on the. committee.
report on the land. Would it not be It should not be a large committee, and
well for the House to adopt that sugges- if it is appointed, it would only take a
tion in this case, and select a committee of couple of clays to visit the estate and
experts to report on the estate 1 In fact, examine it. Otherwise, we are to a large
a committee selected from the two Houses extent authorizing these purchases with
would be better still, because there are our eyes blind-folded. If the Minister
some excellent judges of land in another will not accept the proposal, I must be
place. There are some members of guided by the valuations of the experts,
another place on whose judgment in contained in the report submitted to the
the matter of land values I would House, and by the Minister's own opinion.
place greater reliance than the judgment In the case of the McLean Government,
of any other man I know. Many of them the House was largely influenced by the
are land-owners, and many of them have opinion of Mr. McLean, who was an excelbeen on the land all their lives. We lent judge of land, and inspected the
might get a eommittee from the two estates as the present Minister has done.
Houses on whom Parliament could
Mr. BROWN. - The Minister of Lands
absolutely rely for a correct valuation.
Hitherto, we have been absolutely in the has not inspected this estate.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Yes I have, and spent a
dark. I know :Mr. Baker to be a very careful man. The smallest matters are not -good deal of time on it.
overlooked by him in making a valuation.
Mr. MURRAY.-The Minister of Lands
Knowing how his previous valuations bas not that local knowledge that is
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necessary to arrive at an absolutely
accurate value of the land.
Mr. DUGGAN. - I valued it at £10 per
acrc before ever a valuer was sent on
to it.
Mr. 1\IURRAY.-That is a little under
what the Government proposes to gi ve for
the lanel. We usually find that the State
has to give a little over the value. Although I believe in land taxation, I have
never believed in onr land-tax system. If
the Government wants to make thc purchase of private properties easy, it should
iJ;ltroduce legislation something on the
lines of that in operation in New Zealand,
whcre every man values his own property,
ana knows the penalty if he underval ues it. The Government can resume
the land at the owner's valuation plus 10
per cent. Until some such law as that is
introduced here, the House, whenever a
Fl'Oposition like this is brought forward,
will experience the difficulty we are now
experiencing as to the true value of the
land. III this case the difficulty cannot
be overcome, unless in the way I have
mentioned-by appointing a committee to
report on it.
Dr. McINEH,NEY.-I should like to
know from the :Minister of Lands whether
this agreement is binding upon him, or
whether he can withdraw from it 1
Mr. IRVINE.-'rhe Minister cannot withdraw from it, but Parliament may stop it.
Dr. McINERNEY. - I believe the
Minister has submitted to us all the
materials he has before him in selecting
this estate.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Yes.
Dr. McINERNEY.-I am afraid that
he will find himself in the same position
as he occupies \vith regard to part of the
Whitfield Estate.
Mr. DUGGAN. - No fear.
Dr. McINER~EY.-This land is valued
at ten guineas per acre. The State will
have to- get 5 per cent. back in addition
to the 2 per cent. added, so that this land
will have to repay 12s. or 15s. an acre
profit.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-No profit.
Dr. McINERNEY.- Necessarily, there
must be profit before the farmer can
repay the money. How is he to pay the
5 per cent. unless he has a return ~
Mr. DUGGAN.-He is not asked to pay
5 per cent.
.
Dr. :JlcINERNEY.-In all the' other
estates we had the 5 per cent.
Mr. DUGGAN.-No.
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Dr. McINERNEY.- 'Vhat percentage
then will have to be returned?
Mr. DUGGAN.-Six per cent.
Dr. :J.lcINERNEY.-Is that 4 per cent
and 2 per can t. ?
.Mr. DUGGA~.-No; 4! and 1~.
Dr. McINEHNEY.-Then in this case
the return will have to be lIs. 6d. an
acre. 'Ve find that 'Mr. Macdonald gives
the carrying capacity of this land as two
sheep to the acre. If I am aredibly
inform.ed, the rent would be about 71:3. an
acre. This land is particularly intended
to be for dairying. '1'0 pay a rental of
lOs. or 12s. an acre, and the other expenses, and realize that profit, is absolutely impossible. 1 fail to see how land
worth £19 an acre Gan be regarded by
this House as the proper land for the
purposes of closer settlement. This is not
the class of settlement that this Act is
intended to encourage. It is intended for
intense culture.
Mr. DUGGAN.-The report says that this
land is adapted to intense cult.ure.
Dr. McINERNEY.-Mr. MacdOL1ald, ia
his report, starts with the history of the
estate. Of what 9.dvantage is it to know
the history of the place? "We want to
find out the exact quality of the land, as
the honorable member for Warrnambool
points out. Mr. Macdonald describes
the soils as "rich, chocolate, volcanic
loam, dark chocolate soil, dark sandy loam,
black soil, and black clay soil." How the
valuator discriminates between the two
last classes, I do not know. Further on he
tells us that there is no timber on the
land, and that the property is watered by
natural water-holes, excavated tanks and
wells with wind-mills erected.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Read a. little further on.
Dr. McINERNEY.-That is exactly
wha.t I am coming to. It states "a valuable asset to the estate for closer settlement is that water can be got at a depth
of from 6 to 10 feeL" If it be volcanic
soil, I would like to know, how they are
going to get water below the basalt ~ Mr.
Baker in his report states-"There are no
stones except limestone, whioh underlies
most of the estate. This rarely shows on
the surface, but in some patches (four or
five places) the plough would strike it."
This report is practically valueless. The
soils should be submitted for examination
by the Agricultural department.
vVe
could select the volcanic soil, the chocolate
and the other soils for examination, and
the whole could be exactly and definitely
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:set out and not placed before us as a mere
rough guess as this is. This knowledge
is not definite enough for any member of
the Honse to form an opinion upon. Mr.
Baker says"'-':" 'Water can be had anywhere on the property by sinking wells.
The .depth rarely exceeds 20 feet. The
.cost is slight. The supply is ample;
but the water is slightly braekish in
places, but good for stock in all parts,
and good for drinking in some PFlTtS."
It appears to consist of a multitude
of different soils, and different geological
Coming to the drainage,
formations.
Mr. Baker states in his report :-" About
-one-fourth of the property consists (If
wet land." And further on he states"The north-cast corner of the estate
is not drained, though there are some
patches there that badly require draining." Then Mr. Baker says-" about
half the '\Varmcbarunah portion consists of very rich black soil banks."
Mr. Baker in that respect differs from Mr.
Smith Macdollald. It is further stated
by Mr. Baker, in his report, t.hat "about onefourth more is also suitable for cultivation,
but it is not nearly so rich as the others,
and about one-fourth maybe classed as
only fit for grazing." If £3, £4 lOs., and
£7 per acre has to be paid for land which
is only fit for grazing, it will not turn
out very profit.able to those who purchase
the land at those prices. I think that
the proposition of the honorable metnber
for Warrnam bool, that a committee of
oxperts should be appointed from among
mombers of this House to inspect these
estates before they are purchased, should
be adopted. In addition to that the
Agricultural department should make an
analysis of the soil and report to this
House, showing exactly the character of
the soil of the estate before any purchase
is made.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Any decent farmer would
1augh at snch a proposal as that.
Dr. McINERNEY.-I agree with that,
but it would be advantageous to have a
report from the chemit::t of the Agricultural department, showing the various
properties of the differen t soils. I consider that the land of this estate, being so
fa,r removed frol1l market, and not capable
of haviug intense culture applied to it, is
not worth £16 and £19 per acre.
Mr. DUGGAN.·--'Vhat about land which
is 80 miles further away from the Melbourne market realizing from £40 to £80
'per acre.
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Dr. McI~ERNEY.-That is quite true,
but that land has the \Varrnamuool
market at its door, ae,d chea p means of
communication by sea with the l\Jelhoul'llo
market. So far as my vote is concerned
I will not support the purchase of this
estate.
Mr. KEOGH.-I must eongn1.tl1late the
Minister of Lands on urillging this Bill
forward to complete the purchase of
another estate to settle people on the
land. I think the Government and the
country gain more by the indirect aggregation of revenue from settling the people
on the soil than by anythillg else which
can be done towards the development of
the country. I was rather surprised to'
hear the honorable member for ~faldon
ad vocate the purcbase of eheap landland at £2 lOs. per acre. The experience
in Gippsland has been that dear land is a
long way the most profitable.
~Ir. DUGGAN.-And the cheapest in the
end.
Mr. KEOGH.-Some of the vill~ge
settlements in Gippsland were established
on poor land, ilud they have been an
absolute failure, while others which were
placed Oll good land-oland on the Mitchell
River, such as the settlement at Eagle
Point and on the ::Nicholson River at Sal's"
field-have been a complete success.
Sir J ORN nIcIN'lTHE.-That is because
they arc alongside water which the poor
land I spoke about .can also get.
Mr. KEOGH.-The Bon Accord Estate
on the Lindenow flats was cut up, and
the owner, ~1r. Taylor, obtained £35
per acre for it for dairymg purposes,
while Alexica Estate, which had been cut
up and sold durillg the last six months,
brought prices ranging from £35 to £40
an acre. That land was also to be used for
dairying purposes.
These sales showed'
that people who have tv make a living out
of the land were confident that rieh
land was best suited for their purpose. I
think we will have to be satisfied, so far as
the purchase of the Eurack Estate is
concerned, with the valuation made by
the Government valuers. rrhese valuers
valued other properties which the Government purchased for closer settlement, and
I understand that their valuations have
been successful. But I agree with the idea
of the honorable member for Wal'rnambool
that we should have. a committee of members of this House to inspect and value
estates before their purchase is ratified
by Parliament, beeause I realize that the
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snccess of this policy of buying estates and it will be worth the money ~sked for it,.
dividing them for closer settlement depends and that any lalld left will not for ever or
altogether on whether the land bought by for a very long time remaiu in the hands
the Government is worth the money. of the Government. I shall certainly
Should we make any bad pUl'chases- support the proposal to purchase this
should we put people on the land and estate, and I hope the Minister of Lands
cause them to make serious loss, it will will adopt the suggesti011 made by thewn~ck the whole scheme of closer settlehonorable member for Warrnambool..
ment.
When the Minister of Lands However, if that is not done, I will still
spoke on this qlles~ion last night he men- support the pllrcha~e of this property.
Mr. GRAHAM.-I am not prepared
tioned that the purchase and subdivision
of -Whitfield Estate had not been such a to say whether the Minister of Lands
success as other estates which had been proposes to pay too much for Eurack
bought by the Government and divided Estate or not. I have merely risen
into farms. I think the honorable gent.le- to say a. few words respecting the purchasemen implied that the want of success in of the Whitfield Estate. While the
connexion with the Whitfield Estate was McLean Government purchased that land,
in some measure due to the McLean the present Governmen t, as has been said
Guvel'llment having paid too much for by the honorable member for Gippsland
North, cut it up into farm blocks. But
the htnd.
Mr. DUGGAN.-I did not say that, the present Government did more than
that. It ruined the sale of that land
though I might have inferred it.
Mr. KEOGH.-'Vell that was the im- altogether, and I will tell the House why
When the
pression left on my mind by the remarks I make tha.t statement.
of the Minister. I certainly saw a state- McLean Government pm'chased Whitfield
ment in the press that the Minister of Estate there was a good sole of grass on
Lands had said that the McLean Govern- it at the time, and it was careful to prement had given £10,000 too much for serve that grass, so that those who took
'Vhitfield Estate. I understand that that up the land might have grass for their
estate, though it was purchased by the stock as soon as they 'went on it. As
McLean Goverflment, was cnt up and the soon as Whitfield Estate was purchased
blocks valued by the present Ministry, and by the McLean Government it required
I understand that a value was placed on the vendor to remove the stock, that
each block. Now, if the land was pro- course having been adopted in connexion
perly valued, if each block was wort.h the ,vith the purchase of 'Wando Vale Estate,
money that the present Government C011- and those who took up land at the latter
sider it was worth, and three parts of the place saw when they were applyillg for it
land have been sold or taken up at those that there was good grass on the estate
valuations, I think it stands to reason that for their stock. Shortly after the McLean·
the remainder of the blocks are worth the Government left office, however, there was
money that is being asked for them. If a bush fire 011 the ranges aboye 'Vhitfield
that 'were not so then the valuation placed Estate, and the grass belonging to the·
selectors on those ranges was burnt. Havon the blocks rn ust ha ve been wrong.
Mr. DUGGAN.-The experience at Whit- ing no grass for their stock they waited as
:field Estate has been that the rich land a deputation upon the present Minister of'
was taken up at the valuations, while the Lands, and asked that they should be
allowed to depasture their cattle on thecheap land was left.
Mr. GRAHA)f.-It is the cheap land '¥hitfield Estate. The Minister ~wnsented
to the request, and the result was that
that has gone.
nearly 1,000 head of cattle were
Mr. KEOGH.-It shows that the valua- grazing on that estate before it
tion has been wrong.
was thrown open for application.
Mr. McKENZIE. -It is clear evidence of "Vhen intending applicants inspected the·
that.
estate they found that there was not a,
:M:r. KEOGH.-The valuation must mouthful of grass left on it for their stock,
have been wrong, otherwise the remainder and consequently tbley abstained from,
of the land would ::tlso have been taken applying for the land.
Mr' DUGGAN.-That was a long time
up.
I think if the Eurack Estate is pnrahased the Minister of Lands should see after the land had been sn bmitted to the·
that each block is valued separately, so that public.
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Mr. GRAHAM.-There were men from
my district who went to "\¥hitfield to take
up part of this estate, but they came back

and told me that the v had not sent iI3.
applications because there was no grass
left on the property. If the Eurack
Estate is purcharsed, provision should be
made for the vendor immediately removing his stock, so that the grass may be
kept for the stock of those who apply
for and obtain the farm blocks into
which the estate will be divided. If that
is not done the incoming farmers will have
to purchase feed for their cattle. I only
mention this so that the mistake made in
connexion with the Whitfield Estate will
not be repeated.
Mr. DUGGAN. - I cannot afford to
allow the statement made by the honorable
member for N umurkah to go unchallenged.
He has put a phase of this question to the
House which shows me that he cannot be
aware of all the facts, ot.herwise he would
not have made the statement he has just
given utterallce to.
The honorable
gentleman said t.hat "\¥hitfield Estate
was ruined by the action of· the present
Government ill allowing the whole of the
. grass to be caten off before it was thrown
open for application. That was not so.
The estate was surveyed into farm blocks
and well advertised. No estate submitted
for closer settlement had been better
ad vertised than that estate. N one of the
grass was taken off "\Vhitfield Estate at
the t.ime it was offered to the public.
Representations were made to me, and
later on those representatiolls were proved
to be proper representat.ions, that there
was such a sole of grass upon Whitfield
Estate that if a bush fire got into it the
whole of the gras8 would be destroyed.
Sllbseqnently a bush fire did get into the
estate, and if the grass had not been eaten
down in the meantime the whole of the
grass on that property would have been
burnt.' When I was approached by the
unfortunate settlers on the ranges who
had been burnt out, I was probably a
little too sympathetic towards them, but
if I made a mistake in allowing those
unfortunate people to dervasture their
stock on the estate, I erred out of
sympathy with them in their distress. I
was moved by the appeal of those poor
struggling people to help them.
HO:NORABLE ME~1BEHs.-Hear, bear.
Mr. DUGGAN.-I have treated 'Vhitfield Estate as gingerly andas tenderly as I
pos~ibly could.
I do not want to say
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anything against my predeoessor in office ..
My duty is to get all thfl blucks of that
estate off, and I will do the best I can in
that direction. But we were all human
and all liable to make mistakes. Doubtless I make mistakes in the administration of my department, and I am not
going to blame others. But I did say,
perhaps in an unguarded llloment, wha~ I
believed at the time, and what I still belieYe, t.hat the McLean Government paid
£10,000 too much for "\Vhitfield Estate.
However, most of the estate has been got.
rid of. In reply to the honorable member·
for Gippsland North, I have to say
I had to cut 'Whitfield Estate up·
in such a way as to not only return to·
the Government the amount of money
paid for the property, but also the snm
paid for subdividing it into farm blocks. :r
went over the estate with Mr. Reed, the
Surveyor-General, and also with the staff·
surveyor, and the local surveyor at Wangaratta, who had a knowledge of the local
requirements. I took all these precautions and went over every inch of the property, traversing-it backwardsandforwards t
and carefully inspecting each block. I
did not only do that, but, in order to
ascertain if the valuations "hich thoseofficers had plac.ed on the blocks were
correct, I asked Mr. Phillipson~ an
auctioneer at vVangaratta, who was practically the vendor of the estate, to check
those valuations which we had placed on
the bloeks, so that we might havo thebenefit of his superior local knowledge.
He only, however, made one alterCi.tion~
changing the value of one block by £ 1
or 30s. an acre. That is my answer to the
ttonorable member for N umurkah.
Mr. GRAHAM.-Ta ko care Y0U do not.
make a mistake oyer the Eurack Estate,
as the rainfall there is very light.
Mr. DUGGAN.-The rainfall is somewhat light, but the climate is a good one.
It is an estate I am not at all afrnid to
purchase, and I am prepared to stake my
political reputation-whatever that may
be worth-that this est-ate will be over
applied for-two or three times overwhen it is put on the market. The suggestion made by the honorable member
for "\Varruambool, that a committee of
the House should be appointed to inspect
estates proposed to be pur~hased by the
Government, is a wise one, and I will ask
·the House to adopt that course in connexioLl with any estate which the Government may inte}'ld purchasing iu future ..
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I am afraid, however, that if it is adopted
in connexion with this estate it will delay
the completion of the purchase; and
therefore I will ask hOllorable members
not to attach such a condition to this
particular pm·chase. I will be only too
·delighted, if it can be arranged, to have
.n. special train to take honorable members
to Beeac to see the Eurack Estate, because
I am certain that if they inspect the property they will indorse its purchase.
Sir JOlIN lVIcIN'l'YRE.-Why not adopt
the suggestion of the honorable member
for vYarrnambool now?
Mr. D UGGAN.-I am afraid it will
delay the completion of the purehase of
this estate; but when the Bill gets into
.committee I will think over the matter.
If I can get the Bill through the committee stage I will then be prepared to
ask the House to defer the further consideration of the measure until three or
five members of this House and two
members of another place-having regard
to the relat.ive proportion of the membership of the two Houses-have inspected
the estate. I have made a very
·careful inspection of this estate, and it
is the only estate, out of some 70
or 80 which have been submitted to the
'Government, that I consider worthy of
purchase by the Crown at the present time.
It is :1n estate which I valued at £10 per
.acre before I called in the professional
valners. At first the vendor wanted a
good deal more for the property. I think
11e asked £ 14 per acre for it, and since
then the negotiations have becn going on.
lt was only last week that the negotiations ~\'ere completed, and I was able to lay
()n the table of the House the provision a!
agreement for -the purchase of this estate.
As to the \Vhitt1eJd Estate, I think it is a
mistake to l:my too much about it, as it
does that propcrty 110 good.
:Mr. BROvYN.-I did not intend to
speak on this question, but as reference
has beeu made to the action of the Minister of Lands ill' having permitted the
burnt-out settlers in the Upper King district to depastnre their stock on the
vVhitfield Estate, I wish to say that I and
many others appreciated the sympathy
extended by the Minister to those unfortunate people. ffhe absence of grass on
the property did not alter its value. I
think the McLean Government paid full
vallle for tbe \Vhitfield Estate.
Mr. BURTON. - That is one way of
putting it.
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Mr. BRO\VN. - I think there are
several weak points in the report of the
valuers who inspected the Eurack E:state
on behalf of the Government. The rainfall is light, and that is an important
ma,tter. Mr. fl'. Baker, one of the valller~,
sn.id-" I have not been able to get any
records a:s to the uverag'e rainfall, but I
know that at Colac, 16 miles distant, it is
25 to 26 inches annually. At Beech
Forest, 40 miles distant, it is about 80
inche:s. ffhe fall at Eurack will probably
be 4 or 5 inches less than at Colac. It
will probably be 21 to 22 inches." The
honorable member for \Yarrnambool will
bear me out in saying that the rainfall
varies considerably in that di~trict in a
very short distance. I do uot think
it will be wise to plll'chase for closer
settlement land which has not a good
rainfall. In another portion of the report, Mr. Baker admits that the lanel is
very wet. N ow, wet land in a dry district, or a district having an indifferent
rainfall, is not looked upon as a good class
of land. In my district we have a· good
deal of nIoka and, Miepol land. It is
wet, and is not looked upon as the best
soil. I do not like the references tothe good land in the report of the
valuors. 'rhere ii:l too much use of the
expression "about 1,000 acres." r:rhere
should be something more definite
than that regarding the acreage of the
good land. I do not want to oppose the
measure, but I think we should haye some
better system in connexion with the purchase of estates for closer settlcment. The
purchases that have been rnade so far at
Casterton, Horsham, and near Wangaratta
are too far removed from the Melbourne
market. 'N e should endeavour to secure
land for closer settlement where the producer will be nearer the consnmer. I
would like to know how the \Vando Vale
Estate is getting on.
Mr. DUGGAN.-There was a full report
respecting it published in both the morning papers recently.
Mr. BRO'WN.-I had not the good
fortune to see those papers; but what I
wish to point out is, that if closer settlement is to be a success the people should
be settled nearer centres of population.
One important point is that we' should
show consideration for the people who are
already settled 011 the land in the country,
and for the producers, who have paid huge
sums in railway freight. \Yecannot get
Out· main roads-we cannot obtain the
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do with its money. vVhile I am willing
to go the length of other honorablo members in connexion with closer settlement,
I do nr)t want to go too far, as I think we
had hetter be cautious before we go much
further.
:Mr. BENrr.-I think it would be as
well for the Government to adopt the suggestion of the honQrable member for
Firewood has to he carted 20 miles, but
it is chc[Lply delivered on the ground in summer
'Val'rnambool, because there are four or
by wood-getters and teamsters.
five honorable members who wish to speak,
I appeal to those honorable members who and, in allY case, he could not get through
.are fully acquainted with conntry require- with this matter by half-past eight o'clock.
ments to consider what the position of If a committee were appointed, they could
people would be who are 20 miles report by to-morrow week. From the
.away from the timber. I could tell some remarks or reflections the ~Iinister himself
tales about Echuca in that respect. Then, made about the vVhitfield Estate, I think
I sec by this report that there is a large he will see that the appointment of a
,area of this country which is not drained.
committee would take responsibility from
Mr. DUGGAN.-It is estimated that it him, and be no reflection upon him at all.
will take £500 to C!ompletely drain it.
If he sees his way to agree to that, I think
Mr. BROvVN.-The honorable member he will be acting wisely. I may tell the
'knows, and I know, and members of this honorable the Minister that this matter is
HOlU~e know, that £500 is a, very small
frequently spoken about in the train. I,
'sum of money with which to drain a fe,,, however, do not want to enter upon a
,th(,Hlsand acres.
statement as to what people .are saying. I
Mr. DUGGAN.-The reports state that think the best thing to be done is to ac'Vory little draining is necessary.
cept the suggestion of the honorable memMr. BROvVN.-I see that Mr. Baker's ber for 'Varrnambool.
It is said that
report statesbrackish water is not good for dairy cows.
I know that in my district people will not
About a quarter of the property consists of
wet land, hut most of this has l)een well-drained
let their dairy cows have a drop of
"by the present owner, who has only had the
brackish water.
property about sixteen years. There are a
Mr. DUGGAN.-I would suggest that we
,good many miles of well-made and well-arranged
take the second reading, and that the
drains, a few of them being as much as 8 feet
,deep and 30 feet wide on top.
Gommittee be then appointed as deHonorable mem.bers may depend upon it sired.
that Mr. Chirnside probably did not take
Mr. BENT.-I am simply a, man in the
the worst portion of the estate in hand to street, but at the same time I am a little
drain.
whip for the Government in this matter,
Mr. DUGGAN.-I have been there.
and I will tell the Minister that what he
Mr. B1~OWN.-But the Minister did not proposes cannot possibly be done. I will
-go down the 30-ft. drain to see what was have to speak a few minutes myself, for I
the position of affail's. It will probably could not let this matter pass, as I take a
be found that it is the worst portion of different view altogether from that of the
that estate which is being left for the in- Minister with regard to this settlement.
.eoming people to drain, and if that is so I am inclined to think that this State
it is a perfect farce to say tha.t £500 will has magnificent Crown lands on which
do what is required. There is another settlers may be placed. Take the case of
difficult'y in respect to 1,000 acres of this Carrajung.
There will be a deputation
estate being valued at £19,000, and to the Minister for Railways with referseveral other details to which attention ence to that. rrhere 'are thousands of
mighc be called j but I think that time acres at Carrajung, and if the Govern'should be the essence of the contract ment were to expend there the amount
in this matter, and r do not think the of money they propose to expend in
time should be tOQ short. It would be as com.nexion with this transaction, or even
well if the proposal of the honorable mem- half of that amount of money, they would
ber for VY'arrnambool were adopted by the have a better estate, and would, at the
comm.ittee.· It is just as well to begin same time, give employment to the
now to ask what the country is going to people and improve our own Crown lands.
money for that. The honorable member
for 'V arrnam bool is a humanitarian legislator of the highest degree, but I think
there is a point in that kind of legislation
we can stop at. rrhero are two important
,questions in connexion with tho matter
now before the committee.
In Mr.
Baker's report it is stated-
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Then there are the Agricultural College
lands.
1 was going to bring forward
a little Bill to deal with some of that land,
for I want to take some of it from the
Council ~f Agricultural Education and
hand it back to the Minister. I think
that in various parts of the country, with
a little expenditure of money, a great deal
of good could be done. I would point out
that there is a boom in land in the district
where this estate is situated, and that Mr.
Baker has very high views regarding the
value of Colac land. The honorable the
Minister read to the committee last night
what )f1'. B3.ke1' told him. Mr. Baker
was wrong there, because I was the first
to buy land at Calae and subdivide it.
Mr. Baker is an honest man, but in this
respect he has an unconscious bias. However, I do not want to discuss this
matter now, but I ,vould remark to the
Minister - and from the indications
all round 'he chamber I think the
committee aro of tho sarno opillionthat he should agree to the proposal of
the honorable member for 'Varrnambool.
This would be 110 reflection upon the
Minister. It will only be safety for him,
for we have been told that" In the multitude of counsellors there is safety."
~Ir. METHVEN.-I would also urge
upon the Minister the desirability of appointing a committee of this House, along
with honorable members of another place,
if it is possible to do so. "rhe suggestion
. made hy the honorable member for WarrBambool is a wise one, and I' think the
Minister ought to he the very first to
grasp at it, because it will relieve him of
a great responsibility in this matter. I
should like the Minister to get up and
tell us straight whether he is prepared to
accede to this request.
~Ir. 1IuRnAY.-It is only on the same
lines as the Standing Committee on
Railways.
Mr. ME"rHVEN.-I should like to
point out that I have a few words to say
in connexion with the proposal which has
been submitted by the :Millister of Lands,
but if the Minister is prepared to adopt
the suggestion of the honorabla member
for ,Varl'l1ambool it would save the necessity for my speaking, and would also save
an immense amount of discussion.
It
might also be the means of enabling the
Government to carry the measure through
the House at an early period, if the report
of the committee should be favorable.
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Mr. GILLIES.-Is that to be done in
every case?
Mr. MURRAY.-Yes.
Mr. GILLIES.-I want the Minister to
UlSWer.

Mr. MURRAY.-He is in favour of it.
Mr. GJLLIES.-No responsibility once
more.
Mr. METHVEN.-That is our system
of government at the present time.
Mr. RAl\ISAY.-It is your side of the
House that is proposing it.
Mr. MErrHVEN.-It is not a new
departure, because \vhen any matter of
great importance crops up in the House a.
Royal commission is appointed, or we have·
~ select committee to take evidence, and
make a report. So in this matter, whioh
is one of great importance to the whole
community, I think the Minister ought
to tell the committee that he is prepared
to accept the suggestion of the honorable
member for Wal'rnambool, and appoint a
committee at once. I want to assist the
Government in this matter, for I should
like to help them in every way I couln in
connexion with this system of closer
settlement. If, however, we are to have
a discllssion on the question, there are
several things I should like to say in reference to the two reports from the two
experts who have valued this land. Mr.
Macdonald states at the commencement
of his report that he visited this Jand 011
the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd of June. This shows.
that it took this gentleman three days
going over this 5,000 acres of land. He
tells 1.18, with regard to the quality of
the soil, that it isRich chocolate volcanic loam, dark chocolate soil, dark sandy loam, black soil, and black
clay soil.

That is the description ,vhich Mr. Macdonald gives of the land, and he tells llS that
it took him three days to go over the
estate. Further on he says that some of
the land requires to be drained. Apparently, aecording t() his report, it is.
very wet, which seems to me a very
serious matter. Mr. Macdonald adds·When~ the water lies any time on low portions the grass disappears for a season.

"rhat is rather a serious position for a
tenant to be placed in. ,Vhen we refer
to .Mr. Baker's report-and I may remark
that he does not tell us what time it took
him to inspect this land-we find that. he·
statesI used the spade all over the property...
Most of the soil is bhck.
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He tells us that most of the soil is black,
whilst the other expert tells us that most
-of it is rich chocolate loam, and that is
not black. Mr. Baker goes on to saySome portions are brown, and not so good as
-the black. The poorer portions are grey soil
and stiff black flats.

A large number of our settlers are beginning to discover that the grey soil, which
people would not look at some time ago,
is the best soil in the country.
Mr. DUGGAN.-You are talking a~out
Gippsland now.
Mr. METHVEN.-'l'hat is the Gippsland experience.
People find that the
grey soil is better than the rich chocolate
loam, as it holds the moisture better in
dry seasons, and keeps the grass better
than the soil which was considered some
years ago the richer land.
Here is
another peculiar feature in Mr. Baker's
Teport. He. says : There are no stones, except limestone, which
underlies most of the estate.

If that is the case, how can the formation
be of a volcanic nature? He tells us there
are" no stones except limestone," and yet
he reports that it is volcanic country,
which everybody knows is composed of
bluestone. I am, therefore, at a loss to
know which of the two reports is correct.
Mr. DUGGAN.-I think I can save a
little time .in connexion with this. I
think so much of the suggestion which
has been made by the honorable member
for "\Yarl'l1ambool, that I am free to adopt
it, although I - Mr. GILIJIEs.-Before the honorable
O'entlcman Gommits himself I may say
that I fancy a good many will not agree
with that proposition, on public principle.
Mr. H. R. VVILLIA~[s.-Personally I believe in Ministerial responsibility. The
Minist.er onght to stick to his own proposition, and not delegate his powers.
Mr. METHVEN.-There seems to be
a considerable difference between the de·scriptiQ>l1 of this land by Mr. Macdonald
and the description by Mr. Baker, at least
in some points. Mr Baker tells us thatThe place will grow heavy crops of hay,
barley, oats, and wheat .. It is rather dr¥ both
in soil and climate for potatoes, except 111 wet
seasons.

Yet we are told that "it is the verv
best ofoniOllland." Now it seems tom"e
that if the land is rather dry for potat0es,
it would be rather dry for growing onions.
A little further down in Mr. Baker's
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report I find what seems to me a most
extraordinary statewent. He saysThere is one farm under lease on the estate at
12s. 6d. pel' acre. The reason for letting it was
that there was a bad patch of thistles on that
part of the property, and the land was let for
cultivation as the cheapest way of destroying
them.

"\Yell, in certaiu parts of Victoria, I know
that farmers would be very glad to see
thistles growing on the country where
they have stock.
Mr. DUGGAN. - It all depends what sort
of thistle it is.
Mr. METHVEN.-Thistles of any sort.
Mr. McBRrDE.-No. What about the
Californian thistle ~
Mr. :METHVE~.-Whether the land
referred to is for grazing or cultivation is
not stated. Further on Mr. Baker says,
referring to a chain of lakes known as
Lough CalvertThose lakes are subject, on rare occasions, to
rise very much above their usual winter le\"el,
and many hundreds of acres, if not thousands,
of valuable land are submerged.

I presume the :Minister has taken all those
facts into his consideration in connexion
with the purchase of this estate. But
what strikes me more forcibly than anything else in connexion with this valuation is that, although NIl'. Baker tells u:::;
he has not chained this laud, still he goes
on to say, at the end of his rep0rt, that
there are 1,000 acres which he values at
£19 per acre; 1,000 (rich laud), which he
values at £16 per acre; 1,000 (good cultivatiob), at £10 per acre; 1,uOO (grazing
and cultivation), at £7 per acre; 500
(grazing only), at £4 lOs. per acre.; 300
(:::;wampy and poor), at £3 per acre; and
278 (salty fiats), at £1 per acre. 'V c
have these item:::; Jillt down so definitely
that Mr. Bakel' alTlye:::; at the conclusion
that there are exactly 278 acres which
are worth only £1 per acre, yet he makes
this valuation without ever having macle
a surveyor taken any measurements at
all.
Mr DUGGAN.-He says he chained a
great deal of the land, but not all of it.
Ml'. METHV.E~.--Mr. Baker mnst
have taken some very considerable time in
going over the land and arriving at the
decision which he has embodied in this
report, and in connexion with that point
there is a . matter which I d(':-;ire to
mention, and on which the Minister
will correct me if I am wrong. Some
months ago two or three estates iii Gippsland were submitted to the Minister for
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purchase in connexion with closer settlemcnt. I knew all those estates very well
myself, having been over them several

times. One of the estatei:) contains"a little
over 8,000 acres of land, and Mr. Baker
wai:) sent up by the Lands department or
the Government to put a value on those
8,000 acres, and send in a report to the
Minii:)ter. Mr. Baker took only between
four and five hours t.o go over those 8,000
acres of land.'
1\fr. DUGG~\x.-rfhc honorable member
is wrongly informed. I have already told
him that privately.
Mr. METHVEN.-I have the statement from thc gentleman who owns the
land.
.Mr. DUGCTAX.-You now have the statement from me that that information is
qnite wrong.
)11'. l\IE'rHVEN.-The gentleman who
owned the property, and who submitted it
to the Government, informed m8 that Mr.
Baker went up to value the land, and
that he ,vas only between four and five
hours going over those 8,000 acres. He
then came back to Melbourne, and, I presume, submitted a report to the Minister.
At all events, the result of that examina·
tion on the part of Mr. Baker was thisthat the owner of the 8f:)tate immediately
withdrew it from offer to the Government.
:Mr. DUGGAN.-The less said about that
estate the better in the interests of the
owner.
:Mr. METHVEN.-I do not think so.
Mr. IRVIXE.-"\Vhat estate do you refer

to ~
Mr. DUGGAx.-The Cairnbrook Estate,
Bowman's property, in Gippsland, ncar
Heyfield.
•
~fr. METHVEN. - An estate that
would stand inspection by the Minister or
by Mr. Baker. It is within 3 or 4
miles of the celebrated Heyfield Estate
which was submitted sm'ne years ago to
the Government, who refused to purchase
it on account of the price. Then a private
syndicate
stepped in, bought the
property, subdivided it, and illade
a profit, I am told, of over £20,000 out
of it.
Here is an estate within 3 or
4 miles of the Heyfielcl Estate. I have
seen the Eurack Estate, and I have seen
the Cairn brook Estate, and I can· tell the
Minister that there is some very much
better land on the Cairnbrook 'Estate than
there is on the one now under consideration. If Mr. Baker could go and value
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an estate of 8,000 acres in five hours, he
must be a very much smarter man than I
take him to be.
Mr. DUGGAN.-H e did nothing of the
sort.
Mr. METHVEN .-He was sent up by
the Government, and I am told that he
was only four or five hours on the estate.
'fhe result of that gentleman galloping
over the land was that the owners withdrew it from offer to the Government.
They were not going to have their property depreciated by a gentleman coming
up there and flying over the land like a
swallow and then sending in a report. I
do not know whether his report, if he did
send one in, was favorable to the
estate or not, but I say that it is utterly
impossible for Mr. Baker or anyone else
to go ovor 8,000 acres and place a proper
valuation upon it in four or five hours. I
find Mr. Macdonald stating that he was
three days going over the 5,000 acres in
the Eurack Estate.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Mr. Macdonald was not
three days going over the estate; he ,,'as
one day, and two days travelling.
Mr. METHVEN.-I can only go by his
report, in which he saysI inspected the Eurack Estate, the property
of Robert Chirnside, Esq., .on the 1st, 2nd, and
3rd instant.

N ow, if it required three days for Mr.
Macdonald to inspect an estate of 5,000
acres, Mr. Baker must be very smart to
inspect an estate of 8,000 acres in four or
five hours. Mr. Baker says he nsed
the spade all over this property, but
I venture to say that he did not use
a spade over all the 8,000 acres he was
sent to value in four or five hours.
Two other estates at Toom, on the
Great Southern line, were submitted to
the Government, and, I believe, Mr.
Baker was also commissioned to report on
that land. Now, some of that laud is as
good as &ny land to be found in any part
of the country. I know that one of the
proprietors has grown 20 tons of onions
to the acre.
Mr. BENT.-And less.
Mr. METHVEN.-Yes, but I know
that he has grown 20 tons to the acre.
Some of the hilly lands are not so good as
the flats. Now, I ag.ree with the honorable member for Brighton that there is a
large quantity of very valuable land in
possession of the Government at the
present time.
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Mr. DUGGAN.-He wants to get your
Council of Agricultural Education out of
the way to make some of their land available.
Mr. METHVEN.-The Council of Agricultural Education will be very glad to
hand over that laud to the Government,
and if the Government had the land tQmorrow, they would not be able to get as
much out of it as the Council have done.
Mr. DUGGAN.-All right; do not oppose
the honorable member's Bill, and you will
see.
~fr. ~lE'l'HVEN.-rrhe honorable member does not know anything at all about
one-half the land that was handed over to
the Council of Agricultural Educationwhat it is worth, what it is capable of
producing, whether grass, cereals, or
onions. Some of the land is on the
Snowy Mountains, on the borders of Now
South 'Vales, where a man may be able
to breed goats, but thft.t is all he could do
on such land. That land has been offered
to the public on many occasions, but
nobody would take it at any price. That
is the class of land which belongs to the
Council of Agricultural Education, and
they will be very pleased, I am sure, to
hand it over to the Government, if the
Government can do anything with it.
Before the Minister of Lands and the
honorable member for Brighton began to
talk about the lands handed over to the
Council of Agricultural Education, they
should have first made thercsel ves
acquainted with the facts. They should
have first ascertained where those lands
are, the quality of the soil, and what th~
lands are adapted for. If they will do
that, thcy will then be in a position to
criticise the actions of the council, and
express opinions as to whether a good use
is being made of those lands, or not. But
they ought not to criticise what the
council has done with the land until
they have made themselves thoroughly
acquainted with all the facts of the case.
I happen to know a good deal about the
land that belongs to the Council of Agricultural Education, and I can tell honorable members that for many thousands of
acres I would not give 2d. an acre for
the Crown grant. I also happen to know
something about certain lands at present
in pos~ession of the State. The honorable member for Brighton, who
travelled through a great portion of
Victoria as Chairman of the first Hailways
Standing Committee, must be aware that
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some of the most valuable laud in the·
country was locked up in the Mount
Fatigue district- very much better land
than the land which the Governmen t a reproposing to buy in the Colac district
to-day.
Mr. FORRES'l'.-,Vhere it; the land vou
allude to ~
"
Mr. METHVEN.--The honorable member for Pol warth knows nothing about thehnd at Mount Fatigue. It is true that.
that land is at present covered wit.h
dense scrub, but we have a very large
number of men out of employment, and
they could he profitably engaged in clearing the land, cutting down the serub, and.
preparing it for being burnt, clealling up
the land after burning off, and sowing it
down in grass.
Mr. FORREST.-Alld so they could at
Monnt Sabine.
MI'. METHVEN.-Yes, that is similar
country. I do not ask the Government
to pay those men clay wages, but to give
them the average price paid all over the
country for cutting such scrub and clearing such land to-day. If the Government will do that instead of alienating the
land at £1 per acre, the people will
gladly pa.y £3 an acre for it.
Mr. DUGGAN.-But it would cost a
great deal more than that to carry out
your suggestio!'l.
Mr. METHVEN.-My opinion and the·
Minister's differ on that point. I have
paid the piper, and I know exactly what it
costs to do such work. Again, in the district of the honorable memb6r f(;)1' Gippsland VV' est there is some. of the finest land
to be found in any part of Victoria, and
if the Government extend the N eerim
Railway 10 or 12 miles, they will tap
some of the hest land in the country.
Mr. DUGGAN.-You are beginning to
get nearer the mark now.
Mr. METHVEN.-1Vhy do not the
Government make that land available ~
Mr. DUGGAN.-'Vhat has that got to
do with the suitability or otherwise of the
land on the Eurack Estate 7
Mr. METHVEN.-I am pointing out
that instead of spending £55,000 in the
purchase of an estate of this description,
the Government do not require to make
any purchase at all, because they have
suitable Crown land availablc-Iand which
the people are anxiously waiting to take
possession of. 1Vith all its disad vantages,
if that land were thrO\Vll open for selection to-morrow there would be any number
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of applicants for it. A good deal has
been said to-night about the 'Whitfield
Estate. ,Yell, I have been over that
estate, and 1 can tell the cOlIlmittee that

I would give more mOHey for sotne of the
land on the 'Whitfield Estate than I would
give for any of the land on t.he Eurack
Estate. For dairying purposes the land
on the 'iVhitfield Estate is very much
more ~:!Uitable than the land on the Eurack
Estate.
Mr. FORREsT.-Have you been over the
Eurack Estate ~
Mr. METHVEN.-Yes.
Mr. FORREsT.-Eyery iuch of it ~
Mr. MErrHVEN.-:No. 1 am not going
to object to the Government purchasing
thi~ estate, but with my limited know ledge
of land 1 think they are going to pay very
much more than it is worth. '''hether
the fact that Mr. Baker is a local land
agent has had anything to do with the
price or not, 1 do not know. "
Mr. DUGGAN.-That if:! rather unworthy
of you.
Mr. METHVEN .-1 am ~imply comparing the way Mr. Baker went over the
Eurack Estate and the way he g.Llloped
oyer an estate he was sent to inspect in
Gipp~land; and 1 think it is clear that,
while he went to look at the estate in
Gippsland, he did not go to value the
land.
Mr. DUGGAN.-I have already three
times said that he did not value it.
Mr. METHVE~.-The Minister cannot
possibly deny that Mr. Baker was sent to
value that estate.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Certainly he went up to
value it, but he did not value it.
Mr. METHVEN.-Then what was he
sent for?
Mr. DUGGAN.-·There is a very good explanatien.
Mr. METHVEN.-Are the Government
in the habit of sending these land yaluers
on pleasure trips, or.do they send them to
value land which the Ministry intend to
purchase ~ I am not going to pit my
judgment against Mr. Baker's with regard
to the value of the Eurack Estate, but 1
venture to sav that if the honorable member for Polwa"rth was buying this land, he
would not give .£10 lOs. an acre for·it.
Mr. .T. HARH.IS.-r:rhe honorable member for East Bourke Boroughs (Mr.
Methven) adopted a very gloomy tone in
his speech on this motion. I am afraid
that he is suffering from an attack of
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bile.
He has condemned this propo::m,l
through thick and thin.
Mr. METHvEN.-I did not condemn it at
all.
Mr. J. HARRIS.-I am willing to support any reasOllable measure to put our
people on the land. I know the difficulty
of getting good land within reasonable
distance of a rail way. The Minister told
us last night that he had 165 lots of land
offered to him, and that he inspected this
estate, and got a valuer's report from Mr.
Smith Macdonald, a gentleman I know
very well, and another from ~lr. Baker,
whom I do not know, tut ill whose judgllleut I have confidence, because I am
told that he is a very good valuer of land.
It is true that there are various drawbacks in conuexiotl with this Euraok
Estate. r:rhe great objectiGHl to the land,
from the dairying point of view, is the
WCll'1t of timber. Weare told by Mr.
Macdonald that he found only two tree
stumps on the whole estate, and not a
single tree, indigenous or exotic, except
the trees planted round the homestead by
Mr. Chirnside.
Mr. METHVEN.-You can plant trees.
Mr. J. HARRIS.-The lack of timber
is a very great drawback. 'rhe object in
buying this land is to cut it up into dairy
farms for closer settlement. N O"\V, this
season has been a very inclement one,
and the yield of milk and butter has very
largely fallen off owing to the coldness of
the weather.
I am afraid that an exposed place like the Eurack Estate will
not be the great success that is anticipated as a dairy settlement. The Minister told us last night that there would be
some compnlsion as to the planting of
trees; but years will elapse before those
trees will be grown up sufficiently to
shelter stock. Moreover, the people who
take up this land will have to pay yery
high prices for their materials t~ build
houses and fences, and that is a very
great dra,wback indeed. Another drawback is the low a.mount of rainfall. 'Ve
have been told that it is over 20 inches,
but I agree with the honorable member
for East Bourke Boroughs (Mr. Methven)
that 20 inches is hardly enough to grow
good onions, potatoes, and many other
root crops. It "ill do for grazing, but
not for ordinary mixed farming.
The
honorable member for Warrnambool
suggested that a committee of the two
Houses of Parliament should be appointed
to inspect this land. At the first l)lm;h
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that would appear to be <1 vefy good thing
to do, but I protest most emphatically
against that proposal beillg sprung on the
committee at this moment. If such a
,course was intended to be adopted the
proposal should have been brought in long
ago. A committee of both Houses should
have been appointed at the commencement of the session to do this kind of
work, and I do not think that the Minister should submit a proposal of that kind
at the present juncture, although it might
be worth while our considering it at some
futnre time.
Mr. DUGGAN.-·That is what I said.
Mr. J. HAHHIS.-In the meantime we
ought t.o throw the whole responsibility
on the Minister.
Mr. DUGGAN.--I am quite prepared to
take it.
Mr. J. HAHHIS. -J dare say the Minister would be very glad to throw other
responsibility on the House at large.
Mr. DUGGAN .-N ot at all. I court the
fullest inquiry into this matter, aud J am
prepared to take the whole of the responsibility as to the purchase of the estate.
Mr. MURRAY.-Bllt perhaps the House
is not prepared.
Mr. J. HAHHIS.-My friend the honorable member for Maldon thought that we
were paying too high a price for this land.
I am not prepared to say whether it is too
much or not.
Mr. BEN1'.-That is what yon have to
say.
Mr. J. HAHRIS.-I incline to think it
is too much, but how ou earth can I, who
have never been within 50 milesof the place,
say whether it is worth £10 lOs. an acre?
I must bow to the decision of the experts
and of the Minister of Lands, who says
figurati vely that. he has been over every
inch of the ground. I do not know
whether he was there for a few days or a
few weeks, but we know very well that he
could not have been over every inch of it.
"Ve should not look upon the price. I do
not. care whether we pay £ to, or £ 15, or
£20 an acre, the value of the land is what
you can get out of it. I do not believe
in paying £3 per acre, as some honorable
members are in favour of, apparently, but
I believe in paying a good fair price. I
believe this may turn out a very g00d
speculation, inasmuch as the distance from
Melbourne is not so great as that of some
of these other settlements. \Ve ought to
be very careful in dealing with these
matters.
This place is 105 miles from
Session 1901.-[84]
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Mel bonrne. That is not a very great distance, and it is much nearer the metropolis
than Castel' ton or Horsham, or some of
those other places. I have been waiting to
heartheopinions of my friend the honorable
metnber for Pol warth, and of other honorable members who know the place. Then
there is the honorable member for HipoD
and Hampden. vVe ought to hear his
views. I believe if those honorable members got; up in their places and said without bias or prejudice what they thought
of the proposal to buy this land at £10
lOs. per acre it would help the cOlllmittee.
I have snfficient confidence in my fellow
members to think that they would I1fJt
tell an untruth. 'rhey are only human
and might show a little colouriug, but
that is all. I hope the Minister of Lands
will not send this to a committee, but
that he will see his way clear to go on
with the proposal which is now before the
chair.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Before dealing with
this question I want to refer to the
Whitfield Estate, which has been drawn
into this debate. \Vhen the purchase of
that estate was before this Chamber I
objeoted to it on the ground that in my
opinion the price proposed to be paid was
tC)Q high. I am still of opinion that the
price was too high. I think that too
much money was paid for that estate,
and I think that one of the greatest
dangers to which this sound principle of
closer settlement is exposed-in fact the
very greatest danger-is that of giving
too much for properties that are bought for
the purpose. Now, I think that experience
has shown that there were good grounds
for the criticisms passed upon the proposal at that time. At the same time I
feel that there is a good deal of force in
the argument brought forward by my
honorable friend the member for Gippsland North. He does seem to indicate
that the subdivision of the estate was not
as wisely and j udiciotlsly carried out as it
might have been, because some of these
blocks were eagerly snapped up, and
others remain on the hands of the
State to the present time. 1 think that
that is pri'fnc~ facie evidence tha.t in the
opinion of the buyers the subdi vision was
not carried out properly, or rather, I shall
not say that, but the prices placed upon.
the different allotments were not equal.
'rheY',\-ere not properly balanced and the
land was not properly priced. That is a
very serious aspect, and it indicates to the

1222

Purcha se of the

[ASSEMBLY. ]

members of this Honse that there are two
valuations that have to be very carefully
carried out. The first is the valuation of
the ~state upon which you purchafse, and
the next is the valuation placed upon the
different blocks when the estate is subdivided. You may give away a number
of blocks at far less than their value. Of
course they will be eagerly snapped up, and
then you carryon to the other blocks a
larger price than is right and they remain
upon the hands of the State. Then the
State claims that they have nearly all been
disposed of, whereas if you were to force the
remainder on to the market it would work
out at a considerable deficiency on the cost
of the whole estate. That is a very
serious aspect of the matter in connexion
with the purchase of the 'Vhitfield Estate,
which should be borne in mind in future
transactions in dealing with properties
of this description. Coming to the property now before us, in the first place we
find that there are 10,000 sheep upon it.
Well, of course that is prima facie
evidence that it is able to carry that
number of sheep.
Mr. ME'l'HvEN.-'Ve do not know how
long they have been there.
Mr. McKENZIE.-That is so, and I
only say it is prim!'?'· facie evidence, but
3till we must assume that the valuers in
inquiring into the lnatter took care to
find out whether these sheep had been
there for a long time or not.
Mr. FORREST.-The land can carry them
all the year around easily.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I accept the honorable member's statement, and let us
accept the estate upon the basis of the
valuation of two sheep to the acre. Now,
what is proposed to be done with it ~
Judging from the remarks of the Minister
and of other honorable members who have
taken part in the debate, it is intended to
be used for dairying purposes. Is not
that so ~
Mr. DUGGAN.-Partly.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Well, then, dairying is to be the great purpose for which
this estate is intended. I think it works
out a.t a very interesting calculation.
. Taking the average value of this land at
£10 per acre, although, of course, I
know that it is proposed to pay £10 lOs.,
150 acres is the maximum which any
man can get,and that is £1,500 worth of
land. I am taking the value at a little
less than the average. The land is supposed to carry two sheep to the acre.
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N ow, it is Tery interesting to work out
what the expenses in connexion with this
land would be. First of all, there is .£90
for interest and sinking fund. Then, I
think it is a fair thing to allow a mall
£200 a year to cover all his expenses. I
do not think that any honorable member
who has practical knowledge will say tbat
is too much to cover the whole expense
of conducting the work of the farm and
providing for a family.
You must remember also that in regard to this farm
the expenses would be tolerably heavy,
because it is 20 miles away from where
the man would get his firewood from, and
that is a considerable item. The expense
of fencing is also raised very materially, and
every single thing which a man doeH upon
his farm is enhanced ill cost and
in price by the distance that the timber is
from his property. Now, we ,rill assume
that that is a fair calculation; and I
think it is. I do not think that any
practical man in this Chamber will say
that it is an over-estimate. Let us now see
how much a man is going to make out of
it to meet those expenses. Two sheep to
the acre-that is the basis of its carrying
capacity. That means 4-} acres to the
cow to be the equivalent of that number
of sheep. I reckon thai one milking cow
is equal to nine sheep. That is not 3.n
over-estimate.
.Mr. FORREST. - Oh, yes it is. One
to six is fair.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Experts differ.
Mr. McKENZIE.-When the honofable member makes a statement of that
30rt, I am-Mr. MURRAy.-Done.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Yes, I am. ~fy experience is too definite ~nd too pointed on
that matter. In fact, it takes nine to tell
sheep to be equal to one fattening bullock,
and to my mind a dairy cow will require
as much grass and fodder as a fattening
bullock. But I will put it down at one
dairy cow to eight sheep, ill order to be
within the mark. I know how the honorable member for Polwa.rth arrives at his
conclusion when he says "one to six."
That is big and little cattle. That is the·
usual estimate.
Mr. FORREST. - I am taking large
cattle.
Mr. LANGDoN.-The usual estimate in
the old days was one beast to ten sheep.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I am perfectly satisfied from long experience that when I put
down a dairy cow as equal to eight sheep,
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it is a fair basis of calculation. 'rhat
means 4 acres to the cow. Now, what
can a man get from a cow ~ He will do
remarkably well if he gets a retl,rn of £7
per year.
Mr. BEN'L'.-He cannot carry 4:0 cows
on 150 acres.
Mr. McKENZIE.-"\Ve are astmming
that this basis is correct. I do not say
that he can carry that number, and I
dare say the honorable member is quite
right in saying that a man cannot carry
that number of cows on that land. However, I am granting that he can, and that
is making the calculation all the more
favorable to those who are against my
view. Therefore, if he gets £7 a year as
a gross return from each cow he does remarkably well.
Mr. MURRAY.-That is too small.
Mr. McKENZIE. - The honorable
member is thinking of VVal'rnambool, but
I can assure him that on the Goulburn a
man does very well if he gets £6 from
every cow on his place.
Mr. LANGDoN.-A very good average.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Bllt when you get
down to the Koroit land, which brings £80
an acre, and which the honorable member
is thinking about, I dare say you will get
over £7 per cow. I think, however, that
a number of members in this chamber,
who have had experience of dairying, will
bear me out in saying that £7 is a fail' return. I do not think that the Minister of
Agriculture will go beyond that. If, then,
a man gets £7 for a GOW, and it takes fOUl'
acres to keep that cow, that means a return of £1 15s. per acre. But he practically has to expend £2 pel' acre upon
that land, or a total of £8 for the 4
acres which keep each cow. Honorable
members will rem em her that I put down
.£290 for his yearly expenses for the 150
acres, and £300 would be exactly £2 an
acre, therefore he has practically to expend
£2 an acre upon the land.
Mr. BENT.-You ought to throw in a
few pigs.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Yes, but there are
many other things the other way that I
have not taken into account, and I think
you will find it will work out that the
one balances very evenly with the other.
As I was saying, that is practically £2 an
acre that he has to meet during the year,
and he gets a return of £7 per cow, or £1
15s. an acre. So that there is a deficiency.
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lVIr. LEvlEN.-He is buying his esta.te.
Mr. McKENZIE.-He cannot buy his
estate if he goes behind. If there is a
deficit on his year's accounts he cannot
continue to buy his estate. That, I
say, is a fair calculation, and I think
these figures will bear investigation.
In these circumstances, I canllot feel
very much encouraged in regard
to the purchase of this estate. You have
to bear in mind that there is a very low
rainfall upon this property, and to carry
on dairying snccessfully you require a
A dry district is not
. very good rainfall.
a good distriot for dairying purposes. You
require a good rainfall to carryon dairying successfully. I think in these circumstances that the statement, as put before
us here, is not a decidedly encouraging one
at all. I feel the greatest diffidence-the
greatest difficulty-about giving my vote
for the purchase of this estate. . I think
that the evidence is not strong enough to
justify this House in purchasing the property, because the peril is too great. 'Ve
are imperilling a splendid system if wo
buy properties beyond their value. It is
no use whatever to rush ill and say that
they will go off" like hot cakes," as the
Minister said. vVe were told that before.
We were told that the estate at
Horsham would go off "like hot cakes."
We were told that double the lHlmber of
people required were waiting to buy the
land. I think it is only lately that all the
land went off. We were told that there
were more than sufficient people to buy
the Whitfield Estate, and yet we have
some of the lots on hand to·day.
An HONORABTJE MEMBER.-Is that ill
your district ~
Mr. McKENZIE.- ·Whitfield is not in
my district.
I should be glad if the Government would purchase an estate in my
district, but that matter does not illfluence my opinion in the slightest degree. The fact is that this is a dry district. If we meet with a thorough check,
if we have some of these allotments left
on onr hands, and do not succeed in parting with them, it will seriously jeopardize
the future success of what should he a
splendid undertaking- one of the very
best the State has ever embarked upon.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I hope the Government will resist the proposal to appoinl a
committee. I think that the Government
has taken the \lsual means of examining
this property. The Minister of Lands
went over it, and he is a gentlem8.11 with
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considerable experience with regard to
land values. I thiuk, therefore, the Govermnent should accept the responsibility
alld not throw it on a committee
It reminds
such a3 is proposed.
one of the method in which the French
revolutionaries carried on their ·war. They
sent out gellerals, but usually sent out
committees of three to direct operations.
I come from the western district, where I
was born and brought up, though tho
Eurack Estate lies somewhat off the track
I have been accustomed to. With regard
to these particular properties about Co lac, .
the Minister is quite right when he says
they will go off. There is an intellse land
hunger in that district, and when the
people there get land they are content
with a small profit., so long as they can
have a home and make a living. I think,
therefore, this is an excellent district to
operate in, and that the succe8S of this
property is assnred. I could not follow
the whole of tho arguments advanced by
the honorable member for Anglesey. He
:allowed, I thillk, for about 40 cows on a
150-acre block.
Mr. McKENZJE.-I neyer said anything
. about 40 cows.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I don't think you
can calculate the nnmber of cows on the
basis of two l')hcep to the acre, bu~ allowing
40 cows to the block that would be £6
per cow pel' annum, or £240. If the
farmer has to put by £90 a year, that
Jeavcs him a considerable snm to live on.
Mr. McKENzIE.-Only £150.
Mr. MACKINNON.-Then besides that
he has pigs and fowls, and the other
accessories of farmers to assist him in
gailling a livelihood. It is strange that
the honorable member for Anglesey should
take such a big view of the small farmer
.as to sllppose that he requires more than
£200 a year to live on. I have known
,them to live on less than that., and live
·we]!.
Mr. McKENzIE.-And cover all his expenses ~
Mr. MACKINNON.- Yes, with £200 a
year. I have known men to do it on less
than t hat.
I think 150-acre farms of
land worth £10 or £12 an acre are too
snl<.l,ll. For small areas the land should be
worth about £20 an acre. I am snre
these men will work this land successfully
in spite of the doleful calculations made
by the hcnorable member for Anglesey.
I am not an expert in land, but r may
say that my brother, on whose judgment
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I place the greatest reliance; went over
this property last week, and I thin k he
had a. conversation with the Minister
of Lands about it when the Minister was
in the dist.rict. My brothel' is an excellent judge of land values, and he tells
me that the State will not make a loss
at this price. I have, therefore, very
much pleasure in supporting this proposal,
and I hope the Minister will see his way
to go throngh with it without advice from
allY one else.
Mr. Mc.LEOD.-I am fully in accord
with the principle that the best land possible should be purchased, especially for
subdivision. There is nothing to be
gained by buying inferior land, especially
when it has to be loaded with the cost of
survey and other expenses. There are
two or three things in connexion with the
report on this estate that it appears to me
will tell against its success when snbdivided. I wish first to direct attention
to the manner in which the land is cut up
by drains. The report statesAbout one· fourth of the property consists of
wet land; hut most of this has already been
well drained by the present owner, who has
only had the property about sixteen years .
There are a good many miles of well· made and
well· arranged drains, a few of them being as
much as 8 feet deep and 30 feet wide on
top.

That mUBt make a very serious difference
in the value of the land. There is another
queBtion in connexion with the drains. We
know that the drains will require cleaning,
and the question must be faced as to who
is to keep the drains clean in the future.
Each man will expect hiB neighbour to do
it. rrhere is another difficulty which is
hinted at in this report, and that is that
portion of the land is subject to flooding,
and a cotlBideraule sum of money has been
expended on it in damming back flood
water. It may raise a serious qnestion.
It is stated here that the lakes are sometimes flooded, but we have no data as to
how much of the land is affected.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Would the honorable
member allow me to interrupt him 1 I
am desirous of making a short statement.
and I have only five minutes.
Mr. McLEoD.-Very well.
Mr. DUGGAN.-I am thoroughly in
accord with hOHol'able members who have
said that the Government should accept
the responsibility of purchasing this
estate. It migh t be understood from
w11at I said before the refreshment hour
that I was favorable to the appointment
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of the proposed committee, so that t.he
Government might shirk responsibility.
I am not favorable to the appointment
of a cs)mmittee for that purpose. I am
not favorable to the appointment of a
committee in connexion with this estate.
I shall repeat what I said, and that is,
that I regard the suggestion for the appointment of a committee as a very good
one, and that I will favonr it later on and
come down to the House with it, but in
connexion with this estate we cannot accept it. vVe have practically purchased
this estate. It is the duty of the Government to lead the House, and the Government proposes to do so, and to ask the
HOllse to follow it. I would ask honorable members to carry the second reading
of the Bill; I do not ask for the third
reading. I am prepared to give honorable
membei's every opportunity of acquiring knowledge in connexion with the
esta te before 1 ask that the third
reading should be passed. The House
will have to take the responsibility of
The
passing or rejecting this Bill.
Government say they have made a good
bargain, and I believe they have; and,
believing that, I think it is right we should
force it to a c(')!'~clusion. 'rhat is the position that I and the Governmellt intend to
take up iu connexion with this Bill. I
want honorable members to thoroughly
understand the position I am taking up.
As far as future estates are concerned the
proposition of the honorable mem bel' for
Wr.l.rrnambool may be very reasonably
considered, because I think it is a wis8
suggestion, and one that will be adopted
in the futnre. But we ha.ve practically
purchased this estate, and I am Dot prepared to let peopl6 outside, or honorable
members, think that I or the Government
intend to shirk responsibility in connexion
with it. I have gone to a lot of trouble;
I have made haste slowly, and I have not
jumped at conclusions in regard to this
estate. I have had the choice of a large
basket, and this is the pick of all the
estates offered to me.
Mr. McLEOD.-I was drawing-attentiol1
when interrupted to the question of the
draiuing and the flooding of the land by
the overflow of the lakes. I say that
matter mnst be carefully conf:lidered in
regard to the value of the estate. The
absence of firewood is another matter that
requires very great consideration; still.!
am quite prepared to suppose that the
Government havo carefully cOl1~idercd the
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purchase of the estate; and, therefore, I
am willing to vote for the second
reading of the Bill. At the same time,
I think we are entitled to know
from the Minister whether the matters
I have referred to have been takell into conFlideration and whether claims may be
made on the Government hereafter in
connexion with floods. Then it is q uestionable whether the small allotments that
can be set apart for dairy farms will be
snfficiently large for a man to make a
Ii villg on. 'Ve should not put men on
farms of insufficient si~e to enable them
to gain a living-. There is 110 doubt that
the absence of firewood and of fencing
timber is a material drawback. 'Vheu the
Government proposes to purchase an estate
it should see that the land is of the very
best quality, whether for grazing or for
agricultural purposes, and that the allotments are of sufficient size to make a
decent living on. The best portions of
this estate will be valuable to those who
get them, but the difficnlty is III
regard to the inferior portions of
the estate, and the portions subject to flood
waters, and wherethewateris brackish. The
matter of a good water supply is one of
great mornent in connexion with dairying.
At this stage; the time for taking
business other than Government business
having arrived, progress was reported.

PUBLIC AND BANK HOLJDAYS LAW
AMENDMEN'r BILL.
Mr. ROBINSON moved the second
reading of this Bill. He said-The little
Bill that I have placed before the House
on this occasion is one which entirely
affects the cO~1l1try districts. It is designed to meet an inconvenience which
very frequently occurs to business people
in country districts. Public hoHdays,
which are solely a matter of interest or
concern to thoFle residing iu the metropolis, have to be observed in the country
towns to the great inconvenience of traders
and farmers living in those localities. At
the present time there are a Dumber of
public holidays-some fixed bystatutory enactment and some ordered by proclamation
of the Governorin Council-thathaveto be
observed in the remote parts of Victoria,
and the result is that when a farmer visits
a country town to transact business he
finds the local land office or the local
bank closed on account ~f the holiday,
and he has to return to his home without
being able to transact his business, and
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with the knowledge that he will have to
undertake a drive of some 40 or 50
m'iles on some other day to transact
the business. In additioll to that there
are a number of holidays that cannot
be observed in country districts because
there are no means of properly celebrating them. There are various local cele·
brations, concerning which the residents
of country districts would much rather
prefer to have a holiday. They do not
care to have extra holidays proclaimed for
those celebrations, because that would
cause too many. holidays ill a year, and
business would be upset altogether. An
·example of what I mean has been suggested by the Ministry. They propose
that the enSiling" Cup" Day shall be a
holiday only within a certain dIstance of
Melbourne, so thaG the country districts
will not be affected by that holiday.
When a holiday is proclaimed, and the
event in connexion with it. take:::; place in
Melbourne, those living in tile country
are unable to participate in the celebratioll, because it wonld mean that they
would have to spend three or fonr days in
connexioll with their visit to the metropolis, so that a single holiday is of no use
to them.
:Mr. 'rAVERNER.-]f they stay in their
district they can spend the day shooting
or fiahing.
1\1r. ROBINSON.-I propose, in the
Bill which I am suhnlitting to the House,
that the Governor in Council-that is, the
~Iinister-may, by a proclamation in the
Gover-nrnent Gazette, proclaim that any
public or ba.uk holiday, whether fixed by
!:ltatutoryenactment or otherwise, should
not be observed as a holiday in any particular locaiity. My idea is that the various
municipalities in country districts will
petition the Government that they do not
want a. certaiu holida.y ohserved in their
(listrict, and if the Government consider
the holiday ShOlllclllOt be observed ill the
locality, theGo\'ernorin Council willissuean
order which will be published in the
Governrnent Gazette stating that a particular holida.y shall not Le observed as a
holiday in those districts l'lllch as the shire
of DU!lChts, or the shire of Glenelg, as
the case may be. '1'ho Bill leaves the
matter entirely to the discretion of the
Government.
Mr. MUHHAY.-Has there Leen any
public demand for this Bill ?
Mr .. ROBINSON.-There has been no
com~iderable demand in country districts,
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and especially ill the one I represent, because the traders and farmers there have
complained timc and again in the local
papers of these continual holidays which
cannot be observed in country distriGt~,
and which hamper people in their business.
It has been felt, especially in those localities which are a great distance from the
metropolis, that the present systel'n
of holidays is one that is injuriom;
to trade in those country· districts.
did not
bring
in
this Bill
I
on my own motion. I was requested
to do so by the municipalities in my
electorate, and the honorable gentleman
who represents the constituency of
Wannon in the Federal House of Representatiyes has been requested to take
similar action with regard to holidays
that are under the purview of the Federal
Government. In submitting this measure
I deem it only right to inform honorable
members that the general secretary of the
associated banks h(;l.s acquainted me with
the fact that the banks have an objection
to this measure, and I will state that
objection as accurately as I can. The
bankl5 say that sooner or later the Commonwealth Parliament will be legislating
regarding the banking law, and when that
is done that law will then be uniform
throllghollt the whole of Australia. In
the meantime the banks do not want any
State to legislate on any matter respecting
those institutions, as they have made
certain representations regarding bank
holiday:::; to the Federal Treasurer, and
they do not want the State Parliament to
interfere in any way. That is an objection that ought to receive consideration,
as it comes from the banking institutions,
but I will point out in answer to that
objection that the Federal Government
has its hands "ery full of work, and is
likely to be ill that position for a.
considerable time.
It will, therefore,
'lDe a good ma.ny years before the
COlllmonwealth Parliament is able to
turn its attention to ballking legislation.
But even when it did do that its power
of legislation is only concurrent. The State
Parliament. will still have t.he power of
legislating on this matter, and this House
should not readily set aside its concurrent
power of legislation. At any rate, it should
not waive that power before the Federal
Parliament has time to legislate on banking affairs. I will ask the House to allow
this little simple measure, which is drafted
ill such a way as to cause the lea:::;t
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inconvenience and the least friction possible, to pass through committee this evening.
Mr. 'rAVERNER.-I would 1ike to
help the honorable member, but I am
afraid that this measure is rather severe
on the country districts of this State.
I do not see why we shoult:1 deuy to the
civil servants or to the bank managers
and officers who arc in the country districts the benefit of a puhlic holiday. I am
quite willing to assist the honorable member if he will confine the operation of the
mea.sure to his electorate alone, so that
his district may be deprived of the benefit of al1 public holidays. If this Bill were
passed it would mean that public officers
and bank officials in country districts
would have to be at their offices on days
when their fellow officers in the metropolis
were enjoying a holiday sllch as at Flemington 011 ,: Cup" Day or at t.he Royal Agricultural Show. 'rhe holidays are national
holidays, and why should not those in the
country enjoy the holiday and rest as well
as those residing ·within 10 miles of the
metropolis? To prevent them doing so
would be very uufair. I have represented
a eountry district for many years, and I
have never boou appealed to by any of the
local bodies in my district to support a
measure of thi~desCl·iption. Ifwearetohaye
public holidays in Victoria they should be
applicable to the whole of the Stat.e, and
the Goyerno1' in Council should not have
power to say that the holiday shall only
be observed ill portions of Victoria.
~1r. }[URRAy.-J)O you distrust the
Governor ill Conncil? 'Yonld you prefer
the Trades Hall Council ~
~1r. reAVERXER.-N 0; I think that
perhaps the 'Van-nambool Dairymen's
Council would be better. I feel, however,
that the House should pause before it
passes any legislatiQll that will deprive
country districts of participating in a
national holiday. If the people in the
country districts do not eare to attend the
Melbourne Cup they can spend the day
shooting or fishing. A uumber of people
in Melbourne, including myself, do not
care about seeing the :Melbonrne Cup run.
'Ve prefer to go fisbing or shooting, or a
trip down the Bay, or a promenade along
the St. Kilda Esplanade.
~rr. PEACOCK.-l am sorry I have to
oppose the first effort of the honorable
member for Dundas to pass a Bill through
this Honse. It will, however, be very
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difficult to work the proposal which he has
submitted in this Bill. Clause 2 saysThe Governor in Council may by order published in the Government Gazette proclaim that
any public or bank holiday whether fixed by
statutory enactment or otherwise shall not be
{, bserved as a public or bank holiday in such
portions of the State as the Governor in
Council may by such proclamation direct, and
notwithstanding anything contained in any Act
the said day shall, in such portion of the State,
not be observed as or be a public holiday or
bank holiday.

Looking at the matter from the point of
view which the honorable member has
got in his mind, I cannot see how sllch a
proposal as. that will work. There are two
classes of holidays. There is the statutory holiday, and then the Governor
in Council has power to proclaim other
holidays. Now, with regard to all the
holidays proclaimed by the Governor in
Council, there is no need for this proposed
legislation at all, because when a request
comes from a country district to have a
particular day made a public and bank
holiday, the holiday is by proclamation
confined to that particular locality. Those
holidays are not made general throughout the State, so that if this Bill becomes
law it will only apply to public and
bank holidays which have been made
holidays by Act of Parliament. Under
Act No. 1133 the holidays which are to
be observed throughout the State as
public holidays are N ew Year's Day,
Christmas Day, Boxing Day, Good Friday and the following Saturday and
Monday, Her Majesty's Birthday, and
the Prince of 'Vales' Birthday. By
another Act altogether, the birthday
of the Sovereign takes the place of Her
late Majesty's birthda'y. Those, therefore, are our fixed public holidays. In
1897, for reasons that c~>lnmended themsel v~s to honorable members, an Amending
Bill was passed, which I had the honour of
piloting through Parliament. The 26th
January was adde-d. I remember well
ho,,,- the honorable member for Dundas
joined in having it provided that
that holiday should not be left to the
Governor in Council, but be a statutory
fixed holiday by Act of Parliament,
because of its being a great A.N.A. day.
In addition to that, in section 2 it was
provided that Easter Tuesday, as well as
Easter Monday, should be a fixed holiday,
and not, as before, be left to the Governor
in Council to proclaim. The following
a.dditional holidays were also provided for,
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viz. :-21st April, which is Eight Hours
Day, and the first Thursday in September,
or Show Day.
Mr. MURRAY.-What about the 12th of
July ~
:Mr. PEACOCK.-That was not provided
'rhose
for, nor was the 17th March.
therefore, are our public holidays. There
was a provision in the Act of 1897
that for Whit Monday should be
substituted Easter Tuesday, and that
for 1st July and 23rd November
there should be substituted the 26th
January, the 21st April, the first
Thursday in September,
and
the
anniversary of the birthday of His
Royal Highness the Prince of W'ales for
the time being. These are the public and
bank holidays fixed by statute. It would
not be desirable that a municipality in
some far off portion of the State should be
able to petition the Governor in Council,
and say with regard to Easter Tuesday for
instance, that that should not be a holiday.
Mr. ROBfNSoN.-Tbere is no obligation
to make it so.
Mr. PEACOCK.-The only days to
which we could make tbe amendmellt applicable would be the 21st April, i.e.,
Eight Hours Day, and the first Thursday
in September, which is Agricultural Day.
How is this amelldl'nent going to work 1
By clause 2 of the Bill, the Governor in
Council would be able to take out of the
Act the celebration of the holiday in a
certain portion of our State. But how is
the Governor in Council to be advised,
and by whom 1 The honorable member
would possibly say that the Governor ill
Council would be advised by the municipal council. The municip~l councils in
the country districts, however, meet only
about onC8 a month. Let it be remembered that by the Amending Act of 1897
the very ditIiculty \vhich the honorable
member is trying to cure here was then
cured by Parliament. When a holiday
was being celebrated, for some loeal affair,
the banks pointed out that it would be a
great convenience if there were only a
half-holiday, thus leaving it pract.icable
for people to do their banking and
other business before noon, and enabling
everybody to participate in the holiday in
the afternoon.
Mr. ROBINsoN.-Thpy get a holiday
they do not want to keep, alld they do
not get the holiday that they want to
keep.
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Mr. PEACOCK.-There can only be
two davs to which that can be applicable t
and th~ only inconvenience that can arise
is in regard to banking and public business. There is no statute for punishing
anyone else for keeping open. To-morrow
is a public holiday, and yet numbers of
shops ill the metropolitan area will probably be open, so that there if:; no power
to enforce a public holiday. The honorable member's proposal would be very
difficult to work. Some busybody, before
the holiday, would say-" We dun't want
this particular holiday," and Members of
Parliament would be pestered by that
individual, who, perhaIJs, did not want
the holiday for some reason of his own.
The position is ditIicult at present, when
by some chanGe a holiday is perhaps required for miners' sports, and the member
for the district and municipality have to
be communicated with as to whether
they desire a public holiday. I agree
that; the Comm~mwealth should deal with
this matter. I received a letter from the
secretary of the banks, stating that the
banking and currency question was under
consideration by the Federal Government' and that the Commonwealth
rrreasurer had communicated with the
banks, and bad asked them to look into
this and other questions, and the banks
have appointed representatives to make
suggestivns to the Federal Government
so that there may he uniformity in this
matter. I am not going to deal with the
difficulties from the business point of view.
A bill may be coming due in a district,
on, say, 3rd September, and at the last
moment a request comes to the
Governor in Coullcil, that the holiday
shonld not apply to that particular area.
Complications of a legal character might
in that case arise.
Dr. MALoNEY.-'l'hat is all arrallged for
.
in banking circles.
Mr. PEACOCK.-That point was put
to me. There was the greatest difficulty
in having this matter fixed up in 1897,
and section 4 of the A~t of that year,
prescribing when bank half-holidays may
be proclaimed, required lengthy consideration. If a half-holiday was. not agreed to,
and the banks remained open the bilI
might be returned dishonoured.
The
4th section of that Act had consequently to be very carefully prepared,
and all the legal members of the House
assisted the then Attorney-General, and
the bank authorities were also consulted,
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in order to make sure that no trouble
would arise. It seems to me that all that
is required by the honorable momber in
regard to any holiday except that fixed by
statute is already cOi.ltained in the present
law. There can be only two days on
which incoll venience can arise. I could
understand an amendment being brought
down in regard to certain days to the
effect that they should only be observed
in cities and towns, say Eight Hours
Day.
Lt.-Col. HEAY.-All the shire councils
want Eight Hours Day.
Mr. PEACOCK.-l could understand
the honorablo member bringing down an
amendment by which Eight Hours Day or
Show Day should be a holiday ollly in
certain places; but an amendment applicable to the whole State, and giving the
Governor in Council power to take a
portion of the territory out of the pro·
visions of the Act., would be very difficult
to work, and, therefore, 1 do not like the
principles of the Bill.
Mr. HOBINSON.- Does the Premier not
think there is more difficulty in the
suggestiou he made that some of these
. holida.ys should only apply to cities and
towns 1
Mr. PEACOCK.-That appears to me
to be better than the honorable member'/)
suggestioll, if an amendment was required.
I do not say that there should be allY
amendment, because 1 do not kIlow of any
protests against the present arrangement,
nor of any requests from the municipaiities
upon the subject. I have not heard
that there is a,uy great desire for this
Bill.
Dr. MALONEY.-l trust the honorable
member will see his way to withdra.w his
motion. I shall certainly vote against it.,
as 1 will vote against the curtailment of
any holiday. 1 feel certain that any honorable member who h!1s read the life of
Sir Moses Montefiore, and recognised the
difficulty which he had in obtaining bank
holidays in England-and I speak as an
old bank clerk-would be loath to see any
holidays interfered with. 1 think that
was a very apt remark of the honorable
member for Donllld and Swan Hill, when
he suggested that the honoraule member
who introduced the Bill should make it
apply only to his own district. I have not
heard anyone say that the holidays should
be curtailed. I have knocked a good deal
about the country and have not mot
one peNon who desires that. I should
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not be found voting for the Bill on a
division which would be known as the
holiday murderers' vote. 1 trust the
honorable members for Dundas and Prahran will see their way to withdraw this
Bill. If they wish to have a diviSIOn, I
say good lnck to them, but I shall have
to vote agail:lst them.
Mr. MACKINNON -1 may say that 1
am not influenced by the argument of the
Premier that, if honorable members pass
this Bill, they will bo making a rod for
their own backs.
If we are to be
frightened by that wo will pass lit.tle
legislation at all. 1 am speaking with some
knowledge of the country districts, and, in
regard to the two holidays which the
Premier mentioned as holidays to which
some objection might be taken, 1 have
over and over again heard in country
districts, not as remote as the constituency
of the honorable member who proposed
the Bil1, many objections to these particular holidays, especially to the Show
holiday. It is a wasted day to a great
majority of the people in these districts,
and the people would like to have the
opportupity to utilize Show Day in
some other way. A good many farmers
observe the holiday, but the busiuess
people find inconvenience in haviug a
holiday for which they have no llse.
Mr. PEACOCK. -They do not close their
shops.
Mr. MACKINNON.- But the banks
and pll blic offices are closed. 1 do not
propose that any of these holidays should
be curtailed, but I do say that in the country districts where the da.y's celebration
does not apply the people should have the
opportunity of using that day for ordinary
business, and taking some other day that
would be useful to them. I know there
are pract.ical difficulties in the way, and I
have heard objections to this proposal, but
I bu.ve never yet heard a man from the
country who did not say that this was a
very wise suggestion.
A great many
country people find that the Show Day
holiday occasions them great inconvenience, and it would be better if they
had a whule holiday on their own show
day, or on some other day of local import:ance, than be keeping a holiday
because we are keeping a holiday in Melbourne. For that reason, I shall support
the Bill.
Mr. E. D. WILLIAMS.-l feel bound
to oppose this Bill upon the grounds
already n1(;ntioned by the Chief Secretary
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and the honorable member for Donald and
Swan Hill. Before the statutory holidays
were instituted, it was the experience in
business to see one or two employes
get IIp a petition; then, when they found
one 01' two people in favour of haying a
certain day made a holiday, they would
get these people to send round the petition to others. That was the way these
petitions were signed. If there is any
curtailment of the holidays already established by Act of Parliament, and the present
arrangement is interfered with, this uncomfortable and unnecessary system will
he again brought into practice, and it
would create, I anl sure, a yery large
amollnt of unkindly feeling throughout
the length and breadth of the country. If
a petition \vore sent to the Chief Secretary
to discontinue a certain holiday in a district, the employes of all kinds would at
once corne to the conclusion that some of
the employers were at the bottom of it,
and this wonld create ullkindly feeling
and mistrust between classes who should
always endeavour to maintain the
kindest and best of feelings with one
another. 'Vith regard to the closing
of banks, my experience is that the
banks often dose 011 da:ys during the
year when no no of the business places
are closed in the various towns and
cities, and I have never found any inconvenience arisefcom that. The ballk and Govermnent holidays are well known throughout the length and broadth of the land.
I am very sorry that my honorable friend
in his first effort at legislation did not hit
npon something that was more acceptable
to the House than this measure. I am
of opinion that he has been misinformed
as to the desire for legislation in this
direction. I hope the honorable member
will withdraw the Bill, because I believe
that if it were passed into law it would
create a great deal of mischief and discontent amongst the greatest portion of
the community. On these grounds, if the
Bill is pressed to a division, I intend to
vote against it.
~fr. MADDEN.-I also am opposed
to the Bill. I am very sorry to have to
oppose it, becanse I would have liked to
have been able to support the honorable
member, but when a Bill is introduced
with an excuse like the famous one given
by the girl in .J.1fid:.;hipman Easy for her
baby, that" it is only a Ettle one," I am
always doubtful about it. I have seen too
many little Bills passed quietly through the
u
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House on a Wednesday night to trust
them at sight. I want to know a little
more about them. There is an institution in this State which has grown up
to be a very famous holiday. J refer
to the Melbourne Cup Day. Cup Day is
the national holiday of Victoria, and I
might almost say of Australia. I do
not wish to see that hindered in any way.
Mr. GAIR.-To-morrow is the national
holiday.
Mr. MADDEN.-vVell, I don't know.
I know which brings most money to Melbourne, and the people from all over the
State make great efforts to be present on
Cup Day. That holiday is a credit to Victoria, because we have from 80,000 to
120,000 people on the Melbourne racecourse, and a better dressed, better COllducted, or more orderl'y crowd does not
exist in the world. It is on record that
"Black Maria" has gone back froUl the Melb:)urne Cup witho;t a single occupant in
it. It must be a very good institution
that gives us resnlts like that. It is of
gleat value to Melbourne, and of great
value to the country people, because many
people make the occasion their only visit
to Melbourne in the whole year. It also
pays tho railw:.ys remarkably well. The
Railway department has to call ill a great
deal of rolling-stock to meet the traffic,
and it is much better that that rollingstock should have passengers than that
the carriages should travel empty. Moreover, they havr, also to go back to the
country, and it is well t.hat they should be
filled with returning visitors. I do not
think there is any necessity for this
Bill at all. 'Ve find, when we interfere with holida,ys, that we usually
make a mistake. The Act which was
recently passed making the days on
which certain holidays are kept not the
days on which they really fall, is not
going to do any good. Therefore, with
most Hincere regret, I have to vote against
this Bill.
Mr. LAvVSON. -I must confess that I
felt considerable sympathy with the proposal contained in' this Bill, and was inclined to support the second reading of
the measure, but whell I come to look
into it, it appears to me that there are so
many difficulties in the way that it would
be unwise for the HOll~e to agree to the
second reading, or for the honorable member to press the matter to a rlivision. Of
course, the Bill only gives discretionary
power to the Goyernor in Council, and it
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does not necessarily mean any curtailment of the holida,ys which the people
at present enjoy. I admit freely that
pll blic holidays which are very acceptable
in Melbourne and the metropolitan area
often cause considerable inconvenience ill
the country, but I am afraid if we pass
this Bill it will create more inconveniences
and more difficulties than at pr'Jsent exist.
Although I see the evils of the present
system, it seems to me that of two evilH
we should choose the less, and the lesl:)
in my opinion is the system at present in
vogue. I would like to know, for example,
in regard to the Post-office, how this proposal wonld work out. Supposing a day
were fixed by statute as a public holiday,
and then it wal:) decided that the
Castlemaille district, for example, was
to be exempt, and we wore not to have
a public holiday there on that day.
Now, in all other parts of tho State the
. pnblic offices would be Closed, while the
pu blic offices in Castlemaille would be
open. How, then, could yon transact
'your postal and telegraph business nnder
those circumstances? Suppose business
was going on ill Castlemaine, and business
people there wanted to telegraph to somebody in Ballarat. It mnst be remembered that on <.l public holiday after ten
o'clock t.elegraph offices are closed, so that
Ballarat could not be communicated
with; and I do not see what convenience
it would be to Castlemaille to have its
public offices open on a. day when the
public offices ill other parts of the
State were closed. Although the Bill has
a very desirable object in view-an object
with which I I:)ympathize entirely-it
seems to me that there is no practicable
way of attaining the object which the
honorable memLer seeks to achieve; and
therefore I think it wouid be best to allow
things to remain as they are at present.
Of course, it is snggested that municip~tl
councils could be an authority on this
matter, and could say to the Governor ill
Coullcil-" We don't want such and·
I:)uch a day as a public holiday; it is
not required here."
From my lmowledge of municipal councils, however, I
should say that they are not qualified to
speak on this matter. In the Castlemaine
district we have an Employers' Association, which regulates the holidays amongst
the trades-people, and, speaking a.s it
municipal councillor with some little
experience, I can see that if this measure
was enforced, there would be in that town
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a division of parties. You would have
the employes wanting a holiday, and some
of the employers wanting it, while some
did not; and how could the municipal
council speak with authority under such
circumstances ~ They arc not eleoted to
deal with such matters, and it does not
seem to me that their petitioll to the
Governor in Council could carry any
weight.
Altogether, I think that the
Bill would create more difficulties than
now exist, and therefore I feel bound to
vote against the second reading.
Mr. GAIR.-I also would very much
like to have supported my honorable
friend in this connexiou with this Bill, but
I am very sorry to say that I cannot do
so. The principal real:)on he has gi ven is
that a number of farmers Ii viug' 50 or 60
miles from the town swarm in 011 a holiclay to find the public offices closed,
but they know very well when the holidays are, and that is not likely to occur.
Assuming the Governor in COllllCil declared a holiday on an occasion which
would conflict with the Sargood Act, it
would lead to the deplorable result of
litigation, and I am sure that the last
four speakers, who are me1l1bers of the
legal profession, would greatly deplore
such a con seq uenee from the pa,ssing of
this Bill. On these grounds, I am sorry
that I cannot support the measure.
Mr. KEOGH.-It appears to me that a
number of honorable members have expressed their sympathy with the honorable member for Dundas, but whilst
stating that they would all like to support
the Bill they all wound up by condemning it, and expressing their iutention of
voting against it. They remind me of
the learned .r udge who expressed great
sympathy with a prisoner, but wound up
by condemning him to be hanged. 1
notice that the honorable member for
Dundas says tha,t the present system causes
great inconvenience to a number of I:)hopkeepers in the country. I can assure the
honorable member, however, that it is no
inconvenience whatever to the employes,
and there are a great many more employes
than there are shopkeepers. I shall
feel compelled to vote against the Bill.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Yery good indeed.
)1r. McLEOD.-So doubt all country
members can sympathize with the honorable
member for Dundas, because we have hea.rd
it. frequently expressed in the country
that these holidays are a mistake. It
~,trikes me, however, that there are fatal
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objections to this Bill. One is that it does
not provide allY machinery by which the
Governor in Council can be set in motion.
Were there provision for local applications
to be made by which certain places should
be exempt, the Governor in Council
being given power to take action on snch
applioatioll, I could see the force of such
a proposal. N everthcless, in vicw of the
Banking Act, I think this measure would
involve very serious complications indeed.
It is a well fixed principle of law in regard
to the payment of promissory notes and ac·
ceptances that if they fall due on a day
fixed as a public holiday, they are payable
011 the following day.
Now, supposing
that ill an up-country place a bill fell dne
on a day which was a statutory bank
holiday, but which the Governor in
Council under this measure had declared
not to be a holiday, the man who had to
meet the bill might find it dishonoured,
as he might be under the impression
that it would be sufficient to provide for
it on the following day. In fact, the Bill
wonld give rise to 110 end of complications, and therefore I must also act the
part of the candid friend, and while expressing sympathy with the honorable
member, recommend him to withdraw the
measure.
Mr. ROBINSON.-By leave I desire to
accept the sllggestion made by honorable
members, and to withdraw the Bill.
The Bill was withdrawn accordingly.
HOUSE ESTArrE AND FINANCIAL
AGENTS LICENSING RILL.
Mr. O'NEILL moved the second reading of this Bill. He said--This measure
will have a twofold object, as all
Licensing Acts have, one for securing some
addition to the revenue-and I trust 011
that account I will have the sympathy and
support of the rrreasurer and the Government-the other for the purpose of bringing the avocation of these house, estate,
and othel· commission agents under
proper supervision. There are a large
number of house, estate, and ot.her
commission agents, valuers, and financial agents in Victoria, and particularly in Melbourne, carrying on lucrative
businesces, from which many of them
realize far larger incomes than many persons who are paying licence-fees aNd are
subject to Go vern mCl:}t or municipal
supervision. Some of them have thousands of pounds passin;; through their
hands every :year, and yet they want
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notlJing but a table, a couple of chairs,
and 11 brass plate 011 the door. There are
63 different classes of trades, occupations,
and professions in which licences are required. For instance, the wine and spirit
merchants, hotel-keepers, aud even the
humble hawkers of fish, or vegetables, or
fruit in the streets of Melbourne require
to be licensed. In addition to those 63
avocations that require State licences, there
are numerous persons who have to obtain
licellces from or pay registration fees to the
municipalities. My chief object in bringing forward this measnre is to provide that all persons who are intrusted
with responsibilities shall
be made
amenable to proper supervision on the
part of the State, and to furnish a means
of regulating the commissions paid to
them. '1'0 show the nec"essity of such a.
measure, I may mention one case in which
an hotel-broker got the very substantial
commission of £50 out of a £300 sale, and
also 5 per cent. on the £300. I suppose
that that case is only one of a great
number. The vendor went to the broker
or the broker \vent to him, which is
usually the case, and put a reserve price
of £300 on his business, thus giving the
broker the Ghance to keep to himself anything he eould get above that amount. The
broker interviewed the intending purchaser, who had t.he money bllt not the
knowledge of the value of that particular
hotel business, and the buyer secured the
hotel at £350, of which £50 was retained
by the broker, who also got 5 pel' cent.
on the .£300 from the vendor of the
business. Under this measure there will
be a proper snpervision, and no doubt a
fair and legitimate scale of fees will be
charged. I t does not seem right that a
man who ad vertises himself as a financial
agent should be able to secure fat cornmissions on the sale of property or
businesses without contributing anything
to the revenue of the State. A fairly
.substantial revenue ought to be derived
from these licences. Of course it may
be said that a lieence-fee of £10
will be too high, but if that is
the opllllOn of the majority of
honorable members, I am not wedded to
'he amount, and will be quite willing
to have it reduced when the Bill is
in committee. I desire that all these
persons shall be registered for the purpose of enabling the proper parties to see
that their business operations are carried
out in a legitimate manner.
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Mr. VVILKTNs.-Some agents do very
little business, and could not afford to pay
a lif:"ence-fec of 2s. 6d. per annum.
Mr. O'NEILL.-Thut may be so. One
cabman might be able to pay a licencefee of £5 per annum, while another would
find 5s. a very heavy licellce-fee; but it
is very hard to discriminate as to the
amonnts which should be charged in
In committee I shall be
licence-fees.
prepared to agree to whatever may be
considered a fair and reasonable fee, but
a great number of these house, estate and
commission agents, valuators, and finan.
cial agents turn over thousands of pounds
worth of property in the year, and can
well afford to pay a licence-fee of £10.
\Yhy should they entirely e~cape such
taxation while the wood cutter, the wood
carter, the milk vendor, and the followers
of other humble occupations have to pay
licence-fees? rrhese gentlemen ought to
contribute something to the revenue.
Clanse 2, the interpretation clause, provides thatIn this Act, unless the context otherwise
requires"Commission, estate or financial agent,"
or "agent," means any person who
exercises or carries on in Victoria
business as an agent, whether on commission or for-any fee or reward in all
or any of the following businesses,
viz. :(a) the buying or selling or letting
of houses, land, or estates; or
(b) the buying or selling of live
stock or produce or goods or
chattels; or
(c) the husiness of a hotel-broker;
or
(d) the business of a financial agent
in the negotiation of loans or
the collection of rents; qr
(e) the making of valuations of real
or personal property,
but shall not include any licensed
auctioneer or licensed pawnbroker or
licensed sharebroker or any registered
banking life assurance or trustee company.

rrhe latter portion of this provision is in
anticipation of legislation yet to beenacted.
We have no licensed sharebrokers as yet,
but I trust thu,t before long we will h~'\'ve
licensed sharebrokers. As to the words
" or any registered banking, life assurance,
or trustee company," it will be remember~d that last session I brought forward
a Bill which included money lenders, but
this was inadvertently put in so that it
does not bear on the point at all. Clause
4: provides for the mode of issuing the
annual licenpe, fer the certificate of fitness
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of the applicant for snch licence, and also
for the fee of £10 being charged. rrhese
provisions are based on similar provisions of the la,w with regard to
applicants for auctioneers' licences, and
they are requisite in order to insure that
only fit and proper persons shall be intrusted with these important business
transactions. Clame 6 provides that no
agent shall be entitled to recover any
commission, fee, or re\vard, for any service
done or performed by him as an agent
nnless he.is the holder of a licence. 1'hen
there are provisions for disqualifying
agents convicted of indictable offences.
They are to ~e prevented from carrying
on these busmesses afterwards. In view
of the fact that in so many other occnpations licence~ are required, I think this
Bill should be accepted. It can do 110 injustice to those who carryon legitimate
businesses in a bo/'uZ .fide manner. They
are to be protected under this measnre,
and so are their clients. I trnst that the
House will receive the Bill in the spirit in
which I 8ubmit it, and that the second
reading will be agreed to. I will be satisfied to get tlue Bill to that stage 011 the
present occasion, and will not seek to proceed with it in committee.
Dr. MALONEY. - I intend to vote
against the second reading of this Bill.
Mr. O'N EILJJ.-Of course, because it is
a good Bill.
Dr. MALONEY.-It rnay have good
points, which may commend it to the wisdom of the House, but surely this House
does not intend to require anybody who
collects a few rent s to pay a fee of .£ 10
per annum.
Mr. O'N EILTJ.-A cabman is compelled
to pay a licence-fee for driving his cab.
Dr. MALONEY.-That is already the
law, but if the honorable member will
bring in an amending Bill, and support it
with argumetlts a little more clear than
he has put forward on the present occasion, I shall be glad to vote for it,. Almost every honorable member can call to
mind t"\, man or woman who colleets the
rents of a few houses and gets a few
shillings commission for doing so. I know
of one old man who makes about 15s. a
week by worki~g fairly hard collecting
rents, and I say It would be grossly unfair
to charge him a fee of £10 per annum for
the right of earning a modest living in
that way. This Bill will treat the man
who makes £2,000 a ye8r, and another
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who earns only £10 a year absolutely
alike.
Mr. O'NEILJ,.-How are we to discriminate ~
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-'Vhy not
have a sliding scale ~
Dr. MALONEY.-That would not be
practicable. Let them all be registered,
so th:tt those can bE: punished who do
wrong, but you can accomplish that object without charging a fee of £10.
Mr. O'NEILL.-In committee the fee
c:tn be reduced.
Dr. MALONEY.- I intend, if the
Bill gets into cumrnittee, to moye that the
fee be reduced from £10 to 28. 6d. If the
honorable member had included the
money lenders in this Bill,. as he
did· last session, I would haye given the
measnre my whole-hearted support.
Mr. BROWN.-Put the money lenders ill
the Bill in committee.
Dr. MALONEY.-I intend to vote
against the second reading of the Bm, but
if the measure gets into committee I will
take care that the money lenders, who are
possibly all that ancients and moderns
have painted them, shall be included, if
a majority of honorable members are of
my way of thinking in regard to them.
Mr. GAIR.-I see that the name of my
honorable friend the honorable member
for Dundas appears on this Bill as one of
the sponsors for the measure, and on this
occasion I shall be very glad to support
him. I think the policy of the Bill is
really a good one, for it aims at purifying
a class of business t.hat is badlv in need
of purification. Numbers of p;rsons put
a little brass plate on their doors, announcing themselves as house, estate, and commission agents, who are not worth 6d.
They send out the most glaring
circulars, with a view to inducing
people to trust them, bnt whenever
they get hold of any body's money they are
immediately non est. On that account
alone I shall support this Bill, but in committee I shall propose the insertion of an
amendment, providing that these agents
who receive money shall be liable to a
criminal prosecution if they do not account
for the money so received whenever required to do so by the owner thereof.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-An agent is
liable to that already.
Mr. GAIR.-No, he is not. I think the
Bill goes too far in including the buying
or selling of live stock, produce, goods, or
chattels, and I do not see why it should be

.

made to apply to persons who make
valuations of real or personal property.
There are other defects in this Bill, which
I hope to see amended in committee, but
I shall be very happy to vote for the
second reading, in the hope that in committee it will be amended in the way J
ha ve indicated.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I think every Olle if:)
in sympathy with the object which the
honorable member for Mandurang and
tlile honorable member for Dundas have
in view in introducing this Bill, and I
propose to support the second reading.
Some of the illustrations, however, used
by the honorable member for Mandurang
were not applicable.
Mr. BRowN.-They were not happy.
Mr. PEACOCK.-It is true that llumoors of our residents in this State and
elsewhere have to have licences or certificates, but I think it is hardly fair to
compare the cases of dentists and chemists,
because those professions are regulated
from the point of view that the State lays
down certain conditions by which those
who enter them have to receive a certain
education before takin·g the lives of people
virtually into their hands. Those licences
are required for a totally different purpose,
but it is true that one class of business men
throughout the State-I mean the auctioneers-have to pay a very heavy licencefee. 'rheir books are open to inspection at
any time, and the Government is able to use
that machinery in tracing crime. That
is found to be very valuable indeed. Those
people have to pay a very large fee, and it
is not fair that practically the same class
of business should be able to be done bv
other persons on behalf of other peopl~,
without any liability or arlY obligation at
all. Those persons are able to start in
business exactly as mentioned by the honorable member for Bourke East, withont
any responsibility as agents, and to come
into competition with another section of
our residents who have to pay a heavy
fee. They go into that particular business
without any responsibility except to the
criminal law, and the only difference is
that the auctioneer is able to go and stand
and sell on the stump.
rrhis other
individual is able to do everything eh;e
but that, and no fee whatsoever is charged
to him. One of my colleagues reminds
me that this class of person has sometimes
been known in connexion with transactions
to give a small fee to an auctioneer to
stand np and do the selling in order
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to formally constitute the transaction.
rrhat is hardly fair.
Mr. BRowN.-Make him pay a licencefee.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I feel that power
should be given to issue licences for many
reasons outside the question of revenue,
although I shall be very glad to get more
revenue.
Lt.-Col. REAY.-This impost was not in
the Budget proposals.
Mr. PEACOCK.-No, it was not, and
the honorable member who has introduced
this Bill is the only friend I have found
in the Chamber to suggest any means of
giving me additional revenue. I do not
think it is fair for the State to impose a
tax on certain of its residents with regard
to the conduct of their business, and
leave others who are carrying on an
almost exactly similar business free. In
addition to that there are the advantages
gained by the State by the proper record
of all these transactions, not only on
behalf Qf the individuals, but on behalf
of the State also. I feel, however, that
the fee is too heavy for the class of business to be dealt with .. I have in my mind's
eye, and I have no doubt (l)ther honorable
members know similar cases, a number
of persons who would not object to pay a
fee if it was not made too heavy. I
believe there is a demand for this legislation, and Illy view is that it ought to be
carried, but I would offer this suggestion
to the stepfather of the Bill, the honorable member for Dundas, the legal member who is helping the honorable
member for Mandurang with regard to
this measure, that in committee we
should consider the question of limiting
its operation to cities and towns
and boroughs, and then we might
adopt the suggestion to utilize the municipal councils, or any other suggestion that
may be made, so that we shall not make
the law applicable to the whole State. In a
number of our small country towns it would
be a hardship to pu~ this Act into direct
operation. As the honorable member who
has introduced the Bill has said that he
will be satisfied if the second reading is
carried, and bas promised the House that
he will not try to push it through committee, I would suggest that he should
adjourn the consideration of the clauses
and consult honorable members with regard to limiting the operation of the Bill
and reducing the fee. If he does that I
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feel sure that the measure will be acceptable to the House and. to the country.
Mr. O'NEI1JL.-I am quite agreeable to
that.
Mr. MADDEN.-'Vith the spirit of this
Bill I am qui te in accord, only I consider
it does not go nearly far enough. 'Yhen
we get it into committee, if we do get it
there: I shall make some suggestion::; to
the promoters of the Bill, which I hope
they will adopt. At present we hase two
classes of agents and valuers and people
of that kind in the State. You can
divide them almost sharply into these two
classes-those who are respectable and
those who are not.
Mr. BRowN.-Those who pay and those
who do not.
Mr. :M:ADDEN.-The honorable member knows perfectly well what I am speaking about, because the matter must
come into his business.
I \\'f)uld
put him into the first class. In fact, I
would put "Three Crowns" upon him
and brand him" Fit for export." In our
business as solicitors, we find this sort of
thing happens-to just give an illustration
for those honorable members of the House
who do not deal in these transactions. A
man who has but one shilling in the wide
world invests that shilling in an advertisement to the effect that he has so many
thousand pounds to lend at 4 per cent.
Many applications are made to him from
the country, and, in answer, he says-"The
application seems fair and right, but you
must pay up £4 4s. for a valuation iee
before anything can be done." These men
go up country themselves, or sometimes
they even do not go up country at all, to
condemn every security for which they
have received the £4 4s. They take very
good care that they do condemn them.
That is a danger that we ought to provide
against.
Mr. BRowN.-They go within £3 or
£4 of the value, but they are careful
to keep within the mark.
Mr. ~fADDEN.-Tbe honorable member seems to know all about it.
Mr. DUGGAN.-You will have to regrade
him.
Mr. MADDEN.-I had an instance in
which a man whom I would ha.ve thought
better of gave a valuation to a Government
department, and when I faced him myself
and asked him in the presence of the chief
of the department if hehad been on the land
he admitted that he had not, and yet
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he had given a high valuation for probate purposes. That is the sort of thing
which ought to be put down. I hope
that the improvements which I shall suggest in committee will be accepted by
the honorable member who has introduced the Bill, for I think they will make
it a more far-reaching Bill than it is at
present.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I want to make one
01' two suggestions to the mover of this
Bill. I have not read it very closely, but
it doos not seom to fully meet the cases
for which it is required. I do not see
anything in the Bill which provides for
the employe of the agent having a licence
or being allowed to carryon the work.
The employe himself should be licensed
and pa,y a small licence-feo, :::>1' the agent
who gets the licence should be responsible
for the acts of his servants.
Mr. BRowN.-They are all done in his
name .
.Mr. BEAZLEY.-Certainly they are.
Mr. BRowN.-Then he is responsible.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-It seems to me it
would be botter for the employe to be
licensed, too, so that he might be registered. Any act of his would then come
under the same strict supervision, and
that would be a further gllaran tee of
h,is respectability.
I q'lite agree with
the honor8 blo momber for Eastern Suburbs
that there are financial agents who
ought to be licensed too. I remember
that, when I was acting on the BankingCommission, we were taking evidence in
the country, and we found that what the
honorable member has said was striotly
correct.
Many farmers made applications for loans to monev lenders in Melbourne, and we found as a fact that many
of those money lenders got the whole of
their income, not from loans at all, but from
being paid for valuations which they
never made. I think if the honorable
member would illclude these people he
would add very much to the importance
of the Bill. It is important that only respectable men should carryon the business of house and land agents, but it is
more important that we should get hold
of these men who carryon the pretend.ed
business of money lending, and are f5imply
robbing the people all the time.
Mr.O'NEILL.-That is inCluded in the
Bill.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I do not think so.
I thought the honorable member for Melbourne ·West pointed out that money
U
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lenders were not included. I should like
to see those people who pretend to be
money lenders but who are not, and who
are simply taking fees for bogus valuations, and not lending money at all,
brought within the scope of the Bill.
Those are the people we ought to get hold
of. Another strong argument in favour of
lieensing house and land agents is the fact
that there are so many dishonest ones.
I am sorry to have to say it, bllt it
is a woll-known fact that a number of
them are dishonest. I do not know if
honorable members are aware of the
uumber of persons who collect rents and
never pay them at all. There are cases
we do not hear of at all. People who own
one or two bouses and who really cannot
afford to lose tho rent put it in the hauds
of an agent to collect for them, and that
agent collects the money every month,
and sometimes keeps it al together. The
same thing OCCUl~s in connexion with the
selling of property.
Very frequently
agonts, when they sell a property, do not
act in a proper manner in the disposal of
it. ~rhey often take more cornmissiOIl if
they can than t,hey are duly entitled to.
'rhis seems to me a. wise Bill, but I am
certain it can be improved in committee,
and I think a strong point was made by
the honorablo member for Melbourne
VV' Est when he said that we should include
money lenders.
Mr. DEEGAN.-This is a Bill which I
think is very much more important to
the business portion of the community
than may appear at first sight. It is
within the knowledge of every business
man in Melbourne, and no doubt to a
large extent throughout the State, that a
vast amount of fraud and trickery is
carried on by people who represent themselves as agents, whether financial agents,
commission agents, hotel-brokers, 01'
others. In my experience as a business
man, extending over a quarter of
a century here in Melbourne, I have
unfortunately had
the opportunity
of coming into contact with a great many
people who have carried on business in
this way, and who should certainly have
been inside the walls of gaol in the
interests of the community long before
they were allowed to carryon their operations to such an extent. This Bill has
my strong sympathy, and I shall vote for
the second reading. I agree with some
other honorable members who have suggested that desirable alterations may be
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made in committee. I think they should
be made, aud I also desire to say that I
agree with the honorable member for Collingwood (Mr. Beazley) that if money
lenders could be included in it, it would
be an improvement, but apart from any
amendment that may be made, the general
principles Ia.id down in the Bill are, I
think, excellent. I mety SR.Y al80 that the
object8 of the Bill will be favoured and
approved of by the most respecta.ble commission agents and brokers in our community. Every commis!';ion agent and
every broker who desires to make a living
legitimately by his bwsiness will be in
favour of the principle cont:lined in this
Bill, but I do not th.ink "'0 need consider
the interests of those who do not desire to
work legitimately, but who prefer to work
in dark and more devious ways. The
honorable member for Melbourne West
has snggested that an injustice might be
done by excluding poor people who collect
rents in a small way, but I do not regard
tha t as an objection to a Bill which
is undoubtedly called for as this is.
H there are poor people \V ho make
their Ii ving in that way, tho difficnlty
can be got over by their getting permission from some authorized agent or
rent collector, or house agent, to collect
rents on a commission basis. There is
nothing in that objection to justify the
rejection of a proposal which I think
would really do a great deal to purify
business in the community.
Mr. FOTHERINGHAM.-I am sorry
that I cannot see my way to support the
measure brought forward by the honorable
member fur Mandurang. Some of his
argnmcnts may certainly be good, but I
think that by the adoption of a Bill such
as this we are going to do an injustice to
many struggling people. The honorable
member for Melbourne vVest has given a
very good case, and I know from personal
experieuce many hOllse and land agents
wbo really are not in a p08ition to pay sueh
a licence-fee as issuggested here. Although
the licence-fee is not yet fixed, we rlln
this danger Whefl the Bill goes into committee, that the licence-fee as now proposed may be there affirmed. On the
other liand, I think it has been pointed.
ont, too, that the very people whom we
want to see included in such an Aot as
.this are the very ones that are left out-I
mean the money lenders. I have had
interviews with several house and land
agen ts, and so far as some of the other
Se8sion 1901.-[85]
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callings embraced in the Bill are concerned, I would certainly support the
measure if the hvuse and land agents
were left out. Although the argument has
been raised that any man can pnt a brass
plate on his door and call himself a house
and land agent, and collect rents, it must
be remembered that he has a perfect
right to do so, so long as he is
honest and is doing a legitimate business.
'Ve should not penalize the small trader
for the benefit of the large one. If we
adopt this Bill, we will create an anomaly
by favollring those in large businesses and
injuring tl1088 in small ones. I shall
vote against the second reading of th.e
Bill, because it does not deal with cases
that it might deal with, while it will
inflict haroship8 on people who ought
not to be dealt wit.h by it.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I do not for
a morneut say hut that the principle may
be a good one, but I see 110 provision
made whereby the conduct of the business
of the persons mentioned in the Bill is in
any way interfered with or regulated in
any shape or form. It is simply a Bill
whereby persons may obtain a licence by
paying all annual fee.
Mr. BRowN.-Canuot we alter that in
committee ~
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-rrhe whole
The
of the clauses require alteration.
Bill is based OIl a wrong principle. It is
based on the fact that you are going to
req nire a person before he can enter on
the business of a house or land agent-Mr. HENNESSy.-Or a turf commission
agent.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-That may be
included, or a financial agent. The Bill
deals with occupations that we know are
entered by persons sometimes who are not
very flush of cash, and yet are honest.
There are scores of people who would be
only tOI) glad to pay a licence-fee of even
£100 a year to carryon the business in a
particular way, because tho licence-fee
, would exclude a number of others.
Mr. BOYD.-It would canse a monopoly
in the trade.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I would welcome any Bill that would regulate the proceedings of a class of persons whose trans
actions come before our courts week after
week and year after year-fraudulent
and scandalous transactions, whereby
commISSIOns are obtained from both
vendor and purchaser, and where agents
receive deposits and convert them to their

1238

Hous~

Estate and Financial [ASSEMBLY.]

own use. We have a state of things
existing in this city that requires some
law for its regulation. I think that the
honorable member, instead of providing
that these licences shall be obtained from
aGovernmeLlt officer, ought to require that
persons who wish to carryon such busi·
ness shall go before the same tribunal as
pawnbrokers and auctioneers to give the
police an opportunity to come in and object. In this way, the occupations mentioned in the Bill might probably be
purified.
Mr. ROBINSON.-As one to some extent responsible for the Bill I should like
to say that the suggestions of the
Attorney-General seem to be excellent
ones, and if the honorable gentleman
can assist us in drafting clauses to cure
the evils he has indicated we will be most
happy to a.ccept them. I know from my
own experience of the law that there are
such cases as he has indicated. The
honorable member for the Eastern
Suburbs was one of those who first took
up this matter, and now the law is more
satisfactory than it used to be; still a
good deal remains to be done. If we
can stop fraudulent practices, then the
sooner the better. The Ruggestion made
by the Premier is also a good one, that is
that we should be careful not to extend
the operation of the measure to a number
of persons acting as agents in small towns
in the country. It would be unfair to
ask persons who collect a few odd rents to
pay a large licence-fee. We could exempt
snch small townehips or boroughs, or else
we could make the fee a small one in such
ca.ses. That could be done without infringing the principle of the Bill in any
way.
Mr. FOTHERINGHAl\I.-There are such
people ill large towns as well.
Mr. ROBI~SON.-I do not ~hink it
applies to towns of large population, because in them JOu have the prospect of
In some
developing a large bU!:liness.
of the small country townships the
population is much the same now as it
was 20, 30, or 40 years ago, and there
is no prospect of an increase; in such
localities there cannot be an expanding
business. Therefore, it would not be fair
to ask these people to pay a large licencefee, such as you would expect in MellJourne,
Ballarat, or Geelong I shall support
any good proposal made in committee.
The general principle of the Bill is not a
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bad one. vVe wish to see that those
engaged in this calling are people of some
repute in the interests Qf the public.
Mr. BH.OvVN.-I am very glad the
Government are not going to oppose the
second reading. I am quite satistied that
a Bill of thiR kind, remodelled in committee, will have the effect of putting the
business it deals with on a better footing.
As it is a revenue Bill I think the
Government should almost take it up It
is just possible that in the multitude of
business the honorable member for Mandurang may not be able to steer the Bill
through. The olass of business the Bill
propcses to deal with presents a wide
avenue for the doing of all sorts of things
that are not clean. Commission agents,
and especially stock agents, who have to
give a great deal of credit, know very well
the difficulties in connexion with the
business. . I would not attempt to interfere with the living of small men,
and when the Bill is in committee,
we shall be able to fix a limit.
It would not be fair to tax a man who is.
only earning about £40 or £50 a year.
I am sure as honorable members like myself are in earnest in regard to this Bill,
that we shall be able to alter it in committee so as to make it satisfactory to
oursel ves and the public.
Lt.· Col. H.EAY.-I am going to oppose
the second reading of this Bill because it
is frltu~ht with danger. If I desire anything to support that view, it will be
found in the observations of the honorable
member for Shepparton. 'rhere would
seem to be the same desire to regulate
those who are very poor as to regulate
rogu·es and vagabonds, who are frequently
rich or very comfortably off, and to whom
the criminal law ought to be made to
apply by the ordinary process, and not by
a measure like this. This is a Bill that
proposes to impose taxntion, a~~d it sought
to be in the hands of the Government.
If it is the intention of the House, let
the Governmen.t bring in a measure to
make more easily punishable the crime of
obtaining money by false pretences. We
have in this city a great amount of dealing
with other people's money that is absolutely wioked and absolutely vile, and
ought to be punished by the criminal law.
The SPEAKER.-The clause which
imposes taxation upon the King's people
will have to be dealt with by a committee
of the whole House.
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Lt.-Co1. REA Y.-It appears to me that
. the proper body to bring ill a proposal for
the impositIOn of taxation is the Government; it shuuld have been introduced as
part of the Budget proposals. It has not
corne in that way, and I am opposed to
the imposition of taxation now on the
initiative of n, private member. My sec(:)nd
objection is tbat if we want to punish
persons who obtain money under false
pretences '- -who are guilty of the "con·
fidence trick," which has many applications, which is not only performed by
men at tQe railway stations on visitors
from the country, but is performed in a.
good many offices in Melbourne, we
should do it by rneans of the ordinary
crimi1}.allaw. It has been suggested that
the Bill should be made to apply to
money lenders. This is not the kind of
Bill to deal with money lenders that we
should like to see. "\\T e ought to have a
Usury Bill, snch as Mr: Isaacs, the
ex-Attorney-Gelleral, introduced in our
House some time ago. I should like to
see -n, Bill brought in to effectively regulate money lenders, but the regulation of
money lenders is a matter of such importance dnd so vast in character that it
would req uire very complete machinery to
accomplish the object. 'rhis Bill would
not be a suitable instrument to set that
machinery going. It does seem to me
that the Bill will prove exceedingly dangerolls to people in small businesses. I
appreciate the views expressed on the
measure by the honorable member for
Footseray. There are a great many people
in the community who are obliged to earn
a little money in any honest way open to
them. "Ye should not go out of our way
to make it necessary for such people to
ask permission to earn their living, and I
don't kno\\' why any man or woman engaged in this husiness should be subjected to regulations any more than
people engaged in other occupations.
Some provision might be made to deal
with these agents, but they ought not to
be regulated in this drastic fashion while
.other units in the community are not
regulated at all. If we find later on that
there is a real need for legislation of this
character, it will then be sufficient time to
pass it. What, however, has been demonstrated is the need for reaching rognes ;
and that can be done by the operation of
the criminal law. I am opposed to this
measure, because it proposes to do what can
be done more effectively by other means.
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Mr. 130YD.-I take the same ground in
this matter as the last speaker, and,
therefore, [ intend opposing the Bill. The
principal objection which I have to themeasure is that it tends to create a
mOllopoly of financial agents, and that
only those who are in a large way of
business can afford to pay an annual fee
of £10. I know· a number of men who
eke out an existence by earning lOs. or
15s. a week in collecting rents. This
Bill will take from those men the power
of earning those few shillings a week,
because they have only a small rent
roll to collect. Although there may be
some dishonest men collecting rents, there
are also a large number of honest men engaged in that business, and it is unwise, by
a measure of thiskind, to make a sweeping
accusation against everyone engaged in
the collect.ion of rents.
Mr. BRowN.-~ehen you do not agree
with the honorable member for East
Bourke Borollghs (Lt -Col. Rea.y).
Mr. BOYD.-I am in accord with him
iu this way: that if you want to pUllish
those who perform illegal acts, it should
be done by a more strict application of the
Crimes Act. The machinery is now in
existence to do this, and if it is sufficient
-and I think the Crimes Act is about
the most 0QrnprelJellSivc measure we have
on our statute-book-how is this Bill to
be any more effective 1 If a monopoly is
to be created in the manner proposed by
the measure before the House-if legislation is to be palSsed making it impossible
for a large number of men in the suburbs
who collect rents to eke out an existence
-these nlell will have to join the ranks
of the unemployed. I object to curtailing competition any more than is necessary. 'fhe Crimes Act, if put in operation, is sufficient to protect some of the
evils which have been complained of, and,
that being so, I think every scope and
freedom ought to be given to the development of industries in every way.
The tendency of legislation at the present
time seems to be to curtail and regulate everything, and if that course
is continued, by - and - by
we will
find that no man will be able to find employment unless he has ~ufficient capital
to buy into a busin8€s, because of these
regulations by Act of Parliament. By
clause 2, sub-section (e), the making of
valuations of real or personal property is
to be brought within the scope of the
measure. The Port Melbourne Coullcil,
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of which I am a member, appoints a
valuator annually to value the property in
that municipality. 'rhat valuator receives
£50 per annum, and it is the only
valuation which be makes in the year. He
would out of that ::mm of £50 have to pay
a liccllcc-fee of £10, or one-fifth of what
he earned, before he could carryon his
busine~s. It might be said that the
council should PL~)' the licence-fee for him,
but that body it:! not sufficiently flush of
money that it Cttll afford to throwaway
£10 in that manner. It has been said
that this Bill can be amended in committee. Of course it can be entirely
altered in committee, and it is the intention of ::;ome honorable members to vote
for the ::;ccond reading of the measure, so
that in committee a clause may be inserted relating to money lenders. I agree
with the A.ttorney-General that a Bill to
accomplish that objcct should be introduced bv the Government. A clause
having l'~ferellce to money lenders should
not be do\'etailed into a measure of this
kind.
:Mr. E. D. \VILLIA~IS. --When the
honorable member for Mandurang first
spoke t.o me about introducing this Bill,
I thought it would be a very acceptable
measure to the conntry. I have read it
oyer twice very carefully, and after weighing in my mind the arguments for and
again~t the Bill, I have come to the concii1sion that it is a more far-reaching
measure than appears on the surface. It
seenlS tbat the aim and object of the Bill
is to protect the large auctioneers and
create a monopoly in a small way. The
nnbia8ed man who has no interest in the
matter can come to no other condusion
than that. Like many other honorable
members I know that there are many
poor people who combine rent collecting
and other commission and agency work
with their little businesses in other directions. Even with these various callings
combined together they find it as much
as ever they
can do to
make
sufficient money to keep themselves
and their families from starvation.
Surely \V hen men or women - and
women are included in this Bill-are intrusted to collect rents or to perform any
work on commission on behalf of their
clients, they must have some respectability
and some standing in society, ()therwise
those people would not intrust them with
the work. While the Bill will inflict a
hardship ou these poor people, it will not
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touch the very people mentioned by the
honorable member for East Bourke
Borougbs (Lt-Col. Reay), who would be
only too willing to pay any fee that Par-

liament might impose, if, by so doing,
they could squeeze the poorer people out
of the business. I am sorry I ha:ve to
oppose this Bill, because I like as far as I
can to assist the honorable member for
Mandurang.
Mr. O'NEILL.-I underst.and that your
only objection is that the licence-fee is
too high. That can be altered in committee.
Mr. E. D. 'VILLTAMS.-That strnck
me at first as the only objection, but
since I have listened to the arguments of
honorable members and haye agail}- read
the Bill through, I have come to the conclusion that the effect of the Bill will be
to keep the business in the hands of the
large auctioneers, and squeeze out the small
ones. That will be very unfair. So long
as the small agents are intl'llsted to do
business, they should not suffer. The
law is sufficiently drastic, and far-reaching
enough to cope with wrong-doers. We
should not take away the liberty which
has been extended to the poorer agentlS,
and we should not hamper their business
in the manner proposed by this Bill.
Mr. ISAACS. - I wish to say that I
was disappointed on reading this Bill.
When I heard the honorable member for
Mandurallg give notice of his intention to
introduce n measure dealing with the
estate and tinancial agents, I thought it
would have been more comprehensive and
far-reaching than the Bill now before the
House. On looking through the Bill, I
agree with the Attorney-General that it is
only a measure or machine for the
purpose of collecting fees, and that it will
deprive a great number of people in this
State from earning a livelihood by
collecting rents, which they are now
doing. At the same time, I think, while
we have this till before llS, we can so
amend it as to make it a proper and
useful measure. For that reason, I will
vote for its second reading, although I
agree with the Premier in saying that it
should be limited to agency ,vork carried
on in the metropolis, and in some of the
larger country towns.
Dr. MALONEY. - vVould you allow
swindlers in the country districts ~
Mr. ISAACS.-Certainly not.
When
there are swindlers the law should be farreaching enough to bring them to justice.
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Bill which might well be brought under it
with the acquiescence of both sides of the
HOllse. But I think this Bill goes much
farther than its moyer intends. It seems
to me that it will bring into operation a
drag-net, the effect of which will be to
create a monopoly ·or a specially privileged class licensed to carryon certain
duties. I cannot see why there shot.lld be
any special legislation, for instance, in
regard to people who collect rents.
Mr. DUGG.AN.-The honorable member
proposes to exempt that.
Mr. McLEOD.-There are so many
~xemptions spoken of that I do 'not know
where they will end. Take, for instance,
the provision with regard to "the bQying
or selling or letting of houses, land, or
estates." These are the duties which the
trustees of an estate or executors of a will
will have to carry out, for they frequently
have to do those things. There is another
If any person, being an agent, corruptly or
clause which will certainly touch official
without the knowledge of his principal, accepts
assignees or trustees in insolvency estates.
or obtains, or agrees to accept or attempts to
Part of the duties of these officers is to let
obtain from any person, any gift or consideration as an inducement or reward for doing or
estates, and perhaps to sell live stock.
forbearing to do any act in relation to his prinMr. DUGG.A.N.-They do that by virtue
cipal's business, or from showing or forbearing
of the existing law, and this Bill cannot
to show favour or disfavour to allY person in
relation to his principal's business, or corruptly
interfere with them.
gives or offers any such gift or consideration,
Mr. McLEOD.-That is the question.
he shall be guilty of a misdemeallonr, and
This will be the latest legislation, and the
punished accordingly.
question is as to what effect it is going to
The thing which Lord Halsbury's Bill
have in those instances. 'Vith regard to
sought to prevent is being contintwusly
valuations, the provisions of this Bill will
done in Melbourne and throughout the
be wider in their operation than honorable
State. It is therefore my intention
members appear to imagine. The making
when the Bill which is now before the
of valuations of real property often deHouse gets into committee, to move that
volves upon people in connexion with
a similar clause to that which I have just
their ordinary occupation. The agents
read should be em bodied in the measure.
fire insurance companies constantly
r think if that is done, and the sug- for
make valuations, for that is the basis
gestions made by the honorable member
upon which they insure property.
for Eastern Suburbs and by other honorAccording to the provisions of this Bill an
able members are carried out, this Bill
insurance agent would undoubtedly be a
will be converted from a mere skeleton
person making a valuation for the purinto an excellent measure, which will be
pose of earning a living. rrhese simple
of great service to this community.
illustrations will show. that the Bill goes
I intend to support the measure and to
move in committee to eliminate the clauses further than its proposer intends. It
seems to me, as the Attorney-General put
\\' hich may be injurious and oppressive.
it, that this js a Bill to enforce a licenceMr. McLEOD.-In connexion with this fee, because there are penalties, and the
Bill I may say that I would be pleased to penalties are purely and simply for acting
support it if I could, because I believe that without a licence. The Bill provides for a
certain of its objects are laudable and certain set of circumstances in which a.
praiseworthy. There is no doubt that cer- man must be licensed, but it imposes no
tain occupations are being carried on as a restrictions as to how the licensed duties
tricky business with the object of fleecing are to be carried on. With regard to
the public, and there are certain occupa- hotel-brokers or people who negotiate
tions intended to be brought under the loans, there is no provision as to how they

The honorable member for East Bourke
Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay) said that we
ought to rely upon the present law, bnt it
is not up to date sufficiently to check
the nefarious practices carried on by
some of our estate agents. There are
some cases that have come under my
notice which the law docs not reach. 'Ye
have had ill this community some large
estate agents, while engaged in selling
land, taking a commission not only from
the vendor, but from the purchaser as
well. In such cases the agents could not
do j llstice to their clients. In England
there is a la\';" providing that anyone who
conducts business in that way is guilty of
a misdemeanour. That is what is termed
a secret commission. In May last a Bill
was introduced in the Imperial Parliament by Lord Halsbury. It was known
as the Bribery Bill, and contained the
following clause :.
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:),re to carryon their business. There is
nothing in this Act except a provision for
fees.
Mr. O'NEILL.-That can be provided for.
Mr. McLEOD.-But what could be done
should already be contained within the
four corners of the Bill.
Mr. O'NEILL.-If that were so there
would never be any necessity for a Bill to
~o into committee.
Mr. McLEOD.-The object of going
into committee is not to alter a Bill in
that way, but to put into propel' form
what is already contained in the Bill.
There is another weak point, and that is
the mode of applying for a licence. In
clause 4 it is provided thatEvepyapplication for a licence shall be accompanied by a certificate signed by six ratepayers of any municipal district to the effect
that they believe the applicant to be of good
fame and respectability and fit to act as an
agent, but this sub-section shall not apply to
an application for a renewal of a licence.

A man of fairly decent charl'tCter may
apply for a licence and violate the public
confidence next year, but the fact of his
having a licence qualifies him to go up
again.
I know the difficulty in the
country districts of refusing to sign an
application for a licence. A man asks
you to sign for a hawker's or an auctioneer's licenee when you feel that you
cannot honestly do so, but if you refuse,
you become a marked man. I think that
that clause should be eliminated, and that
an applicant for a licence' should satisfy
a bench of magistrates that he is a proper
character to have a licence granted to
him, arid that the responsibility should
not be cast on other people of certifying
that he is a fit and proper person. I am
in sympathy with the Bill toa certain
extent, but I am showing that the effect
of its provisions will be much wider than
the honorable member who has introduced
it contemplates. I think the measure
req uires very carefully remodelling if the
honorable member is going to legislate for
these particular trades. With regard to
hotel-brokers and others, as the honorable
member for Eastern Suburbs said, I have
known ma.ny of the greatest swindles
effected in these directions. In fact, that
seems to be a. legitimate mode of sharking
the community at large. Ihaveknownthem
make a professed valuation and charge a
fee, and the people have no more chance
of obtaining the loan than the man in the
moon. I think hotel-brokers should be
licensed, but if the honorable member
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brings in it Bill providing for penalties, he
should define the offences ill the Bill, and
should lay down specific rules different
from those provided in the Crimes Act,
because a nunlbel' of offences are committed against the community which are
not provided for ill the Crimes Act. There
should be a set-of regulations in this respect for people if you are going to license
them. The honorable member will therefore see that the Bill is defective in many
ways, and I hope he will either withdraw
it or have it ruthlessly remodelled in committee. I could not see my way to support
the Bill in its present form. I believe the
object of the honorable member is good,
and I sympathize with him in the intentions which have actuated him. ,Ye in
this country, however, are cursed with a
tremendous quantity of loose legislation.
Bills are passed, and we are told when
they are put through, that their intention
is so-and -so.
Mr. MURRAY.-Weare told that they
are harmless little things.
Mr. McLEOD. - Then some question
arises, and the matter has to go to the
Supreme. Court, and we discover that the
Supreme Court does not listen to arguments as to the intention of the legislation, but that it interprets it on the hardand-fast construction of the wording.
And that is why I think that this
Bill in its present form is one which
it would be most dangerous to pass.
I think I have indicated, with regard to
two of the classes that would come under
this legislation, that it is advisable that
this Bill should be withdrawn, and a
fresh Bill brought in, with certain guarantees provided, or that the Bill should be
amended very much in committee before
it is passed into law.
Mr. TAVERNER.-I am inclined to
think that the father and mother of this
Bill have gone rather t()O far.
Mr. O'NEILL.-You speak as a grandfather.
Mr. TAVERNER.-I am afraid that
this Bill is very largely in the interests of
the licensed auctioneers, and I am afraid
that it is going to attack a. large number
of small people, who ean in n0 possible way
compete with the licensed auctioneers. I
a.m speaking as an auctioneer of some
years' standing, and while I am prepared
to admit that commission agents should
pay some fee, I rega.rd the fee of £10 a
year as an unfair tax. I think there should
be some small registration fee.
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An HONORABLE MEMBER.-You should
bring them under the Dog Act.
Mr. TAVERNER.-In some respects I
must admit that the Bill is r\~ltsonable,
but I must oppose that, though I am prepared to support the second reading in
the hope of getting the Bill licked into
shape in committee. But, if we are going
to stick to the Bill, why should we not
also deal with barristers and lawyers ~
Mr. O'NEILL.-'rhey are provided for.
Mr. TAVERNER. -Then there are the
rogues and vagabonds that Lt.-Col. Heay
spoke of. r:rhey are not provided· for, nor
are the widow women provided for .
.Mr. MURRAY. - vVould this apply to
men who have served five years in the
militia ~
Mr. 'rAVERNER.-I think we might
draw the line there, but after the speech
of the Attorney-General, I think the
honorable member might fairly take the
second reading to-night, and endeavour to
get it licked into shape in committee. I
think it would be a fair request on the
part of this House to ask the AttorneyGeneral to help to frame clauses which
would contro] these people whom it is
proposed to license. I think that the
Bill, as it stands, is going to attack a
very large number of people throughout
the State. I trust that the Minister of
Lands-An HONORABLE MElIIBER.-The Minister
of Lands has not anything to do with it.
Mr. TA VERNER.--I find that I have
the old Bm, which has Mr. Duggan's name
upon it. I remember two sessions ago
that honorable gentleman, with Mr.
O'Neill, brought in this Bill.
Mr. O'N EILL.--He is taking no responsibility.
Mr. TA VERNER.-I will vote for the
second read ing of this Bil1, reserving to
myself the right to make such alterations
in it as will lick it into shape.
Mr. J. B. TUCKER.--I cannot vote
upon this Bill without saying a few
words, and the few words I am going to
say will be mostly against the measure.
It appears to me that there was a great
deal of force in what was said by the honorable member for Donald and Swan Hill.
I want to know who are the people who
require this Bill1 It appears to me that
if anyone requires it it is the wealthy auctioneer or the wealthy agent. It also appears to me that the Bill is drafted for the
purpose of making a drag-net ill order to
bring all the business of the country into
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the hands of a few wealthy men, instead
of allowing it to be scattered amongst a
number of people .as at the present time.
That alone is sufficient to make me vote
agaimt thl:! second reading. :-;ub-section
(e) provides that it is to deal with "the
making of valuations of real or personal
property." Supposing I had, and I regret
to say that I have not, several thousand
pounds. If I felt inclined to lend the
money upon real estate, and was satisfied
with my own valuation after personal inspection, I dare not do that under this
Bill unless I became a licensed agent. I
must hand over the business to a licensed
agent, or keep my money investeli in some
other direction. I do not see why these
restrictions should be placed on anyone.
However, the first reason I have given
is quite sufficient to impel me to vote
against the second reading of this Bill.
Mr. MURRAY.-I do Hot like to see
snch an important measure as this passed
hurriedly. We are accllsed of hasty legislation in this Parliament, and if this Bill
is dealt with on the insufficient discussion
that has taken place upon it, the charge
against us will be repeated with a large
measure of justice. I think the speech
of the honorable member for Donald, who
opened up new ground, should make us
panse and think before we pass legislation
which is of such a far-reaching character.
So far-reaching is it that there is not ~
member of this House, I do not care what
his experience may be-whether he be a
commission agent, a mining manager, 01' a
member of the legal profession-who can
estimate with any degree of accuracy
what the effects of this Bill will· be either
for good or for evil.
·When another
measure was introduced this evening, I
put a pertinent question-a question
which will always be pertinent when new
legislation of a revolutionary character
is proposed. Has there been any public
demand for it ~ Was there a mandate
to the representatives of the' people
received at the last general election ~
There was nothing of the kind, and
this Bill must be placed in the same
cate~ory as the convention proposals of
the Government. Then I aBk has there
been any public demand 1 There has
been no public demand for the measure,
but there appears to be a demand from
a certain class, numerically not strong~
but influentially exceedingly strong-a.
class that is not withont its direct representation in this House, nor even its direct
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repoorentation on the Treasury bench.
One-fOUl·th of the Ministry belongs to that
party. I believe thereare eight members of

tbe Ministry, and there are two members of

a certain class who appear to be unanimous in a desire to see this legislation
passed. In fact, I am told by an honorable member that one-third of the Ministry, as well as a considerable proportiOLl of the House, belong to the class
who appear to be unanimous in desiring
this legislation-those who are either
auctioneers or commission agents. I
will do them the justice of believing that
it is a spirit of pure patriotism which
has actuated them. 1 think they have
no seUh;h interested motives, and that
it is simply a desire to preserve the
purity of the business which makes them
wish. fot· the passage of this Bill. Of
course they see more behind the scenes
than most of us, and they know how
pernicious the system which has obtained
80 Ia.rgely is to the morals of the people
.of the country- the system of allowing
persons to transact business and charge
commission without having any licence.
Wha.t they desire is t.o see a Government
;sta.mp placed upon them "approved for the
buyi.ng or selling or letting of houses,
land, or estates," or for the other things
mentioned in this Bill. But the long list
of things which persons may do under
this measure is as nothing compared with
,the tllings which people may not do.
Half of the Bill, and the most cOl~sider
able half, provides for penalties that may
lJe imposed for any infringement of this
measure. Now, it has been said, and with
:.L great deal of justice, I think, that the
coLlntry is over-legislated for-that we
legislate too freely; that instead of intcoduoing fresh legislation, if we were to
improve the law as we have it at the
present time, we might be better employed. But I do not believe that under
the law as it exists, if a man acts as an
agent for any other person, receives money
for that person and puts it to his own
use, he can go unpunished. Therefore, in
my opinion, it is unnecessary to pass this
portion of the Bill.
What strikes me is
the simplicity of the sponsors of this
measure, because they seem to entertain
the idea that once a man is licensed to
ttansact some kind of business which he
ma.y be practising at present, he will at
once become an honest man. I fail to
see, however, how the fact ·of a man
paying the licence-fee of £10 into the
Hr Murray.
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consolidated revenue is calculated to
make him more honest than he is at
the present time.
In my opinion the
effect would be rather the opposite,
namely, to mislead people into the belief
that because a man is licensed they may
trust him. Instead of lessening the evils,
I believe the operation of this measure
will be calculated to increase them.
Mr. BR0wN.-l'he Attorney-General
condemned the Bill.
Mr. MURRAY.-TheAttorney-General
is a gentleman who speaks only after full
and mature consideration, and after the
condemnation of the Attorney-General, to
say nothing of my own, I hardly think
the honorable member in charge of the
Bill will care to proceed any further with
it; at any rate he might agree to the adjournment of the debate so that the House
may have due time to give full consideration to the measure in all its details.
The motion for the second reading of
the Bill was negatived without a division .

vV AX MATCHES PROHIBITION
BILL.
The order of the day for the second
reading of this Bill was discharged.
The House adjourned at a q muter to
eleven. o'clock, until Tuesday, September
10
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Tuesday, Septemue1' 10, 1901.

The SPEAKER took the chair at halfpast four o'clock p.m.
ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF
THE PRESIDENT OF rrHE UNrl'ED
S'l'ATES.
Mr. PEACOCK. - Siuce the House
adjourned every individual throughout
the civilized world has received a severe
shock on hearing the news, which reached
here last Saturday, of the attempted
assassination of the PresideEt of the
United States of America. I think it is our
duty, as representing the people of the
State of Victoria, to take cognizance of
that occurrence at the earliest opportunity; and the resolution which I am
about to submit, expressive of the feelings of the people of Victoria in connf-lxion
with that sad event, will, I am sure,
be carried by the unanimous resolution of
this Chamber. Sneh a resolution, I am
sure, will commend itself to the judgment
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of hOlwrable member£1, and to the
judgment (If the people outside. Occupying a high and distinguisbed position, Mr. McKinley has acted in such
a manner as not only to reflect credit
upon and give satisfaction to the nation
over which he presides, but also to give
satiRfaction to all the civilized peoples
throughout the world, and particularly
to those who speak the English language. It came as a great shock to us,
that a mall who is occupying that proud
position, and faithfully di8charging the
duties which it imposes upon him, should
ha.ve been struck down in this mHnner by
the hand of the assassin. Weare thankful to know that so far his life has been
spared. 'rVe sincerely trust and pray that
he will he spared for many years, and that
he will continue to occupy the position
to which he has been called, and which
he has filled with so much credit and
honour to himself and his nation.
When an event of this kind occurs, it
almost shakes the confidence that one has
in one's fello\v being~. That men should
attempt by methods of this kind, if
they
have a grievance,
to bring
about reforms is an act. that we
must all abhor and utterly detest.
No matter what views one may hold one
must condemn this manner of seeking to
right supposed wrongs.
We in this
Chamber and those outside are awaiting
fayorable news of Mr. McKinley's condition with the greatest anxiety, and
I feel that this Chamber will be
but feebly expressing its sentiments
and the sentiments of the people of this
State in agreeit:lg to the resolution which
I am about to submit. I do not propose
that it should take the form of an address
to His Majesty the King, as I believe the
conrse I am recommending to the Chamber will enable us to give a more prompt
expres8ion to our feelings.
rrhe other
Chamber is not sitting, otherwis8 the
honorable members of that place also
would have placed on record the feelings
which they entertain in this matter. I
beg to moveThat this House do agree to the following
resolution :"The Legislative Assembly of Victoria, in
Parliament assembled, expresses its abhorrence at the diabolical attempt to
assassinate the President of the United
States; its sympathy with Mr. and Mrs.
McKinley, and the American nation, in
the terrible afflict,ion which has fallen
upon them; and its fervent hope that the
life of the President may be sayed.
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Mr. McKENZIE.-I rise to second the
motion which has been proposed by the
Premier. I heartily indorse his remarks,
and I am sure that he has voiced the
feelings of the members of this Chamber
and of the people of this State. The
people of this State have regarded Mr.
MeKillley, the President of the U])ited
States of America, as a great man, as a.
man who has worthily filled one of the
highest positions in the world. "VVhether
we agree with that gentleman's politics or
otherwise, every trne man must recognise
that Mr. McKinley has filled that po3ition in such a way as to do credit to
himself and honour to the nation to which
he belongs. We all join with the Premier in condemning the diabolical attempt
made upon Mr. McKinley's life, and the
insane effort on the part of some of this
faction of people called anarchists; whQ
think that by means of this sort they can
intimidate and overawe the rulers of tbe
world, so as to bring about nnarchy
where there has been order. VVe feel
deeply the great blow that has fallen
on the people of the United States of
America, and we trust in Almighty God
that the President may yet be sp.'1.red to
his nation, and to the world.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. PEACOCK movedThat the foregoing resolution be forwarded
to His Excellency the Lieutellant-GOyernor,
with an :tddress requesting that His Excellency
will be pleased to communicate the resolution,
by cable, to the Principal Secretary of State
for the Colonies, for transmission to t:be V icePresident of the United States of America.

Mr. McKENZIE seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
MALLEE WATEll SUPPLY.
Mr. E. H. CAMEHON brought up the
third progress report from the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Uailways, on
the question of Mance Water Supply.
The report was ordered to be printed.
ASSENT rro BILLS.
Mr. PEACOCK presented a message
from the Lieutenant-Governor, intimating
that, at the Govel'11ment Offices,. on Allgust
29, His Excellency gave his assent
to the Melbourne and MetropolitOl) Board
of Works Expenditure Validation EiH,
Mallee Tanks Ac~ 1895 Further Amendment Bill, Grazing Area Leases Em,
Municipalities' Advances Acts Amendment
Bill, Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further
Amendment Bin (No.2), and the Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3}.
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DETERMINATIONS OF "\VAGES
BOARDS.
Mr. W. H. WILLIAMS asked the
Minister" of Labour the folIowin o' questions;" 0
1. In which of the trades which have been
tl:e Wages Bottrd provislons of
the] actones Ac".,s has the determination of the
Board been without the intervention of the
chairman, and what was the rate fixed for each
of the said trades, and what was the previolls
standard wage ill each?
2. In which of them has the determination of
the Board been hy the chairman, and what was
the rate fixed for each of the Raid trades and
wl~at was the previolls standard wage in e~ch ?
.~. In wl:a~ trades I.las there heen an appea.l
to the Mllllstel' agamst the decision of the
'Vages Board, and what has been the result in
each case '!
hrou~ht Ul~der

~Ir. ·PEACOCK.-I would ask the honorab!e member to p~stpone this question.
It wIll take a long tUlle to obtain the information, as all the boards will have to
be communicated with for this pm'pose.

ALBERT-PAUK

RAIL"WAY

STATION.
~fr. WHITE asked the Minister of
Hailways if he would inform the House
why the llew railway station at Albertpark, for which the sum of £ 1,500 was
provided in the Railway Loan Application
Act 1900, No. ] 690, item I, in addition
to £1,000 charged to maintenance had
not been proceeded with 1
'
~Ir. TREN\VITH. - I may say that the
Loan Application Act, to which the honorable member has referred, provided for
loan eXjJenditure of £500,000. Of course,
honorable members are aware that nothing
"neart.hatsum :vU!:'! available during last year,
nor WIll be avaIlable during the coming year
for that purpose, and, therefore, the works
have had to be gone :)11 with in accordance
with their urgency. 'rhis was not considered an urgent work.
Mr. 'VHI'l'E.-It was scheduled.
:Mr. TREN\VrrH.-All the works were
scheduled. That £500,000 will probably
run some three or four years before all
the works to which it applies are completed, and the priority of those works is
?ecided. according to their urgency This
IS a deSIrable work, but it is not considered
so urgent as others.
HEALESVILLE RAIL\VAY STATION.
~rr. E. H. CA~IERON asked
the
~!inister of Ra,ilways the following questIOns : .1. Why tl~e station improvements at HealesnIle, for wInch a sum of £2,000 was provided
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in the Railway Loan Application Act 1900
(No.2), Act No. 1690, assented to on the
17th October last, have not been proceeded
w~?
"
2. Is the money still available? If not, for
what purpose other than that authorized by
Parliament has the amount been used?
3. Has the amount provided under Act No.
1690 been expended on any of the other items
mentioned in the schedule? If so, on which
items?
4. Have any of the amounts anthorized been
used for any purposes other than those specified
in the schedule? If so, for what other purposes?

He said that in asking this question he
dm;ired to point out that last year a sum
of £476,000 was provided for in the
Railway Loan Application Bill, and he
thought it would be well that thc House
should know how that money was laid out,
because he saw that another amount had
been passed for £413,000. They would
be see-sawing with these amounts for haIfa-dozen years. He thought it would be well
to know what works had been carried out
with the money. He was aware that
SOHle of .that supply was specified
for some works, such as the £16 500
for the high level station at Col1ingw~od;
£175,000 for the Flinders-street Central
Station; £59,000 for su1:>stitutillO' one set
of rails for another, and £100:000 for
grajn elevators.
That made a total of
£350,500, but there was still £125,000
of that amount left so far as he knew.
The Minister had becn aDked on several
occasions for information 011 this subject,
but he (Mr. Cameron) knew that
the Minister could not give "a satisfactory
ammer because unfortunately he had no
responsibility in the matter. He (:Mr.
Cameron), however, would like this
information with respeet to the Realesville ltailway Station, not because that
work was more urgent than others, for
there were similar cases in the Stctte, but
because it \vas very urgent.
Healesville
was a tourist district, and was visited by
large llumbers of people
Occasionally
three or four special trains ,,,ent
to
that "place ill n day,
and
the lxtSRengers by these bad no shelter
whatever, as the Minister must know.
There was another small matter in reference to this. Some six months ago the
latc Commissioner of Hailways promised
that this work should be done forthwith.
Ou 29th June last a dinner was beld
at Healesville at which the AttorneyGcneral was present. He (Mr. Cameron)
took the precaution to call at the Hailway
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department that morning to aSGcrtain
when it would be likely th~~t they would
commence the construction of this work.
He waH informed that the matter would be
put in hand in a fortnight. After six
weeks had elapsed he called again to see
what had become of this promise, and he
was told that the acting commissioner only
meant that the plan of the station would be
put in hand. That was a subterfuge, or else
his predecessor told a deliberate falsehood
when he said that everything was ready.
}lr. TRE~'VITH.-The answer to the
first and second questions, I regret to say,
must be similar to that given to the honorable membor for Albert Pa.rle 'Vith referencetoqucstioll )lo. 3 the answel' is "Yes."
Amounts have boen spent on the following
items :-No. 2, £229; No.3, £27; No.
4, £81 ; No.5, £8; No.6, £5,871 ; No.
11, £621 ; No. 12, £5; No. 13, £3,255 ;
No. 16, £16; No. 17, £2,04:0; No. 19,
£213 ; No. 21, _£1,127 ; No. 22, £23; No.
24, £+,653; No. 26, £77 ; No. 27, £359 ;
No. 30, £154; No. 31, £196; No. 35,
£968 ; No. 36, £2,093 ; a total of £22,048.
I would say to the honorable member that
he is quite right in ono of the observations he made, for I cannot vouch for any
statement given here from personal
inYostigation. That would be absolutely
impossible. This, however, is the statement of the responsible officers of the
department, including the
rail way
acconntant, who is a remarkably painstaking officer.
}Ir. ~fETIIVEX.- What about No. 41
~Ir.
TRENvVITH.-The
honorable
membc~' for Evelyn pointed out that there
was nearly £500,000 in the hst Loan Application Act, and it is true that theexpenditure will extend over several years,and that
thero are now severa 1Loan Apr 1icati~n Acts
running, some of which ha\'o been passed
five or Hix years. Last year all thattheTren.surer could provide for loan application
purposes was £730,000. As honorable
members know the Treasurer was not in a
very flourishing conditioll, as far as loan
money waf; concerned. So far as we are
able to do, we arc carrying out the works
that are provided for by Act of Parliament, according to their urgency, out of
the money we have at onr disposal.
11r. E. H. CA;\IEROX.-It would have been
better not to have put this on the paper
at all.
)11'. TREN\VITH.-I would point out
that I did not put it on the paper. To
question No.4, the 9.11SWer is ,. No."
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ARCHITECTS' CHAHGES ~-'OR
RAIL'VAY 'VORRS.
Mr. BENrr asked the Millis tel' of Railways if he would inform the House what
payments were made to architects for plans,
specifications, and snpervision of railway
works and buildings, and what percentage
on the cost of tho works and buildings
such payments amounted to (~
Mr. TREN'VITH.-'rhe architects of
the Hailway department are invariably
salaried officers of the depart men t, and
they are not exclusively employed at
architectural work. I ha~'e, therefore,
not beel'l able to, get the information the
honorable member desires, but, I have
asked the Acting Commissioner for Railways to find out as soon as he can how
much of the cost of the buildings which
he carries out is for architects' expenses
and supervision.
Mr. BEN1\-A little bird says it costs
20 per cent.
Mr. TRENWITH.-I think that is
highly improbable, bnt I have asked for
the information.
RAILvVAY SCHOOL EXCURSIONS.
Mr. BAILES asked the Minister of
Railways if he would see that the undertaking given to the House on the 18th
September, 1900, with regard to school
excursions, was extended to
other
parts of the State outside of a 20-mile
radius of Melbourne 1 He said that
in asking this question he might point
out that at this time last year the q uestion of school excursions on certain days
was discussed by the House. At that
time :Mr. Onttrim was Minister of Railways and he nndertook to request the
acting commissionel' to take the proper
step~ to have these school excursions carried out. The question then was not only
as to the school excursions, but also as to
the excursions on Boxing Day. Subsequent to that discussion a departmental
regulation was issued limiting these excursions to within a radius of 20 miles
of Melbourne.
The result was that
schools ontside this radius which applied
for excursions could not obtain them, because the excursions were restricted to
within the 20-mile radius. He would
ask whether it was not possible for an
lH'rangement to be made by which these
excursions would be allowed beyond that
radius.
Mr. 1'RENvVITH.-'Vith reference to
school excursions, the custom is to make
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arrangements with persons desiring a
train service for these excursions, whenever it is cOtlvenient to the department,
at very considerably reduced rates.
Generally during the year there is no
difficulty in meeting the requirements of
the schools, but on "Melbourne Cup Day,
for instance-a day when thg whole
resources of the Railway department are
taxed to their very uttermost-it is impossible to run school excursions beyond the
20-mile radius.
Mr. BAIJ~Es.-I do not happen to be
speaking of Cup Day.
Mr. TREN"VITH.-I am speaking of
one day.
On such days as that it is
impossible to run school excursions without resorting to carrying children in open
trucks.
r:rhat the commissioner, I am
very pleased to see, has definitely decided
not to dQ in allY circumstances.
Mr. MEl'IIVEN.-Does that apply to the
Bendigo district ~
Mr. TRENWI'l'H.-I am talking about
every district. There are certain daysvery few, only two or three in the yearduring which it is impossible to comply
with the honorable member's suggestion,
and as honorable members are cOlftinually
asking, and properly asking, that the
railways should be run upon business
lines, surely they will see that, at the
times when our capacity is taxed to its
very utmost in Melbourne, it is impossible to give the rolling-stock fot excursion
purposes beyond the radius that renders
it possible to use that stock in the early
morning a.nd late at night -the same
stock which is required in the middle of
the day for other extremely pressing
traffic. That is the decision of the commissioner. It seems to me to be a wise
decision. If we had the facilities, of
course, we should bo glad to meet the
convenience of per130ns in every part of the
country. Tt is not because these people
are within 20 miles of Melbourne that
they are considered, but it is because their
being within 20 miles of Melbourne reno
ders it possible for us to serve them withont injuring the ordinary traffic.
Mr. BAILES ~aid that, as the reply
of the acting commis8ioner was distinctly
at variance with the understanding arrived
at twelve months ago, he (.Mr. Bcl,iles)
would now take ad vantage of the occasion
to intimate that he would afford the
House the earliest opportunity of debating the matter.

~tfallee

Lands.

CLASSIFICATION OF MALLEE
LANDS.
Mr. LANGDON asked the Minister of
Lands when the decisions of the Special
Land Board which lately sat at Boort, to
deal with appeals against the' Mallee
classifictl,tion of that and adjoining districts, would be mtl,de known? He said
that a number of gentlemen who had appealed agaillt the assessments of their
selections in the fringe of the Mallee d~
sired to know the result of the inquiries
lately held at Boort.
Mr. D UUGAN. --The regulation affecting this matter reads as follows : 'As soon as practicable after the conclusion of
the sitting of any appeal hoard, the chairman
of such board shall send to the Minister its
report upon the appeals, and shall transmit
with such report the minutes of evidence, if
any, taken by the board.

III view of the fact that the Appeal
Board has to sit at other places besides
Boort, and also to make inspections of
some of these allotments against the
classification of ,,,hich appeals have been
lodged, it is unlikely that the report of
the Boort Appeal Board, of 28th August,
will be in my hands until about .the end
of the present month. However, I will
make known t he decision of th0 board as.
soon as I get it. I will hand it to the
press, if the press wish to pnblish it, as
soon as it reaches me, alld I am able to
'ratify it.
ADVANCES UNDER THE 1IINING
DEVELOPMENT ACT.
Mr. TOUTCHEB. said that he observed
that the Minister of Milles was absent,
but he was led to uuderstand that the
Minister of Pllblic Instrnction was prepared to answer a q Ilestion stand ing in his
(Mr. 1'outcher's) name on the noticepaper. He therefore begged to ask the
Minister of Public Instruction, in the
absence of the Minister of Mines, if he
would place on the tnble of the Library
those applications under Part V. of the
.Mining Development Act 1896, together
with the reports and recommendations
pertaining thereto, which participated in
the vote of the financial year 1901-2 ; and,
further, all applications, reports, and
recommendations made in connexion ,,,ith
the !:lame concerning the Ararat and
Stawell Mining District for the same
year 1
Mr. G UHR - My colleague is unavoidably absent" but he has placed in my
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~lr. LANGDON.-I should like to say
a few words principally upon the question
of the mode of valuation of these estates.
1. I cannot comply with the first portion of
this request for the reason previously given.
Only a few mOllths ago I was travelling
I think the reason was that there are up into my district, and fell in with a
about 300 files of papers in connexion with gentleman who hailed from down Camthis matter, weighing about half-a-ton, and perdowll way, and who informed me that
it was not considered advisablo to test the he had been instructed to go up into the
Loddon country to valne au estate which
carrying powers of the Library table.
Mr. TOU~I.'CHER.-A most discourteous was then under offer to the Governn1ent.
Now, I certainly think that gentlemen
and insulting reply.
Mr. GURH,.--I apologize and withdraw from the north should not be sent down
if it is insulting. I did not mean it that into the western district to value land
way. It was a joke on my part. The there, and, on the other hand, I consider
reply to the second portion of the q ues- that gentlemen from the western district
are not in a position to value conntry up
tion i8in the north-western portion of the State.
2. There will be no objection to comply with
They certainly cannot have the proper
the second portion, referring to the Ararat and
knowledge to enable them to form an
Stawell district.
Mr. TOUTCHER stated that he would opinion as to the yarious values or surgive notice of his intention to move on roundings of an estate either on one side
or the other. I need not point out to
2nd October nextYOll, sir, that I have from my earliest hisThat there be laid on the table of the House
tory been a land reformer. I have Leen
those applications under Part V. of the Mining
endeavouring to get the people of this
Development Act 1896. together with the repor.ts and r?~omm~ndations pertaining thereto,
country sett led j udicionsly on the
whlCh partIcIpate 111 the vote of the financial
Crown lands of the country. I have
year 1901-2; and further.' all applications,
not been strongly favorable to the
reports, and recommendatIOns made in contaking up of large estates and subnexion with the same concerning the Amra t
and Stawell Mining District for the same year.
dividing them, ex.cept in so far as any
In the absence of the ~finister of Mines estate of a smaller degree is in close COllhe would not say anything now.
He nexion with hlrge centres of population.
For instance, if the :Minister could get a
would not say what ·was in his mind.
reasonably small-sizod estate within 20
Ol' 30 miles of \Lelbollrne, I should not
PETITION.
A petition was presented by ~Ir. Dow~ for one moment oppose its purchase.
WARD from 800 men working in amI about Neither slwuld I oppose its acqnisition if
the coal mines of Victoria, pmyinO' that it adjoined Geelong, Bendigo, or Ballarat,
in tho Coal Mines Bill which \\'a~ now hnt when we go beyond 100 miles to purin committee in the House, certain amend- ch:1s0 thoso estates, I think it is a mistake.
ments proposed by tho Coal Miners' r:rhey are not brought into contact with
Association should be made so that tho large groups of consumers of Victoria
without hea,yy charges in the way of railadvantages which the petitioners had
already secnred shoulll not be taken way freights, and so on. The object, so
away from them as would be the result if far as I have been able to understand it,
is to get the people who are somewhat
the Bill were passed in its present form.
nnemployed in these large celltres to make
sllburb:1n homes for themselves, on which
PUl{CHASE OF THE EURACK
they may grow produ0ts from which they
"
ESTATE.
can geta fair revenuo. But \\' hen we are,
The House having resolved itself into nnder the present policy, at all events,
Committee of the whole, t.he debate ma,king railways-take by way of illustra(adjourned from September 4) was re- tion the rail way' imo the Beech Forest,
sumed on tho following motion of :Mr. where it is well known that there are
Duggan:thousands of acres available for selection
-and when'these railw:1Ys do not pay, I
That it is expedient to acquire for the pnrpose of closer settlement the Elll'ack "Estate
think it is the duty of the Government to
p~~ticulars of which are included in the pro~
encourage settlement in that direction.
VISIOnal contract ancl stfl,temcnt place(l upon
Thero is a cockspnr line goin~ down from
the t.able of the Lcgisln.ti\-e Assembly on thc
Moull t jiGriac ill to 'Vensleydale, and I am
29th day of August, UJOl.

hands replies to the honorable membor's
questions. They are as follows : -
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told by a leading resident there that there
are thousand::; of acres of rich land avail·
able for selection.
}[r. BENT.-He was joking, whoever he
wns.
~rr. LANGDO~.- 'Will the honorable
member permit me to tell him that there
are large gum trees growing there, and
may I tell him also that bad land will not
grow big trees? 'Will the honorable
mem bel' also allo\\' me to tell him that the
undergrowth there is so thick that you
call1lot get into it unless you cut it out?
"111'. BE~T.-Clltting rushes several feet
high.
Jlr: LAXGDOX. - Exactly.
Good
ground grows good vegetable matter, and
yon cannot get bad land to grow it.
~Ir. FonnEsT.-But the land is open
no\\'.
~fr. LANGDOX.-Theu why does not
the ~finister of Lands encourage people
to take it up?
)lr. BENT.-Because they would be
ruined if he did.
)11'. DUGGAx.-They know too much.
~1r. LANGDOX.-The settlement of
onr country is a most important matter,
especially when wo take into consideration
OLlr unfortunate pm;ition ,yith regard to
population, becanse for the last five or
six years we have not made a very material
'Vhy should we buy these
increase.
expensive estates instead of trying to get
people on to Crown lands as might be
done? It is Hot alone in the direction I
have mentioned that I have it on reliable
authority tha.t there are good lauds
a,vailable, but even ill my own district, up
at ,Vedderburn, where there is a lot of
malIce scrub, there are lllany people who
are ouly too willing to go and dig the
mallee scrub, and make homes on it.
At )Iouut Fatigue also there is a whole host
of good country, ltnd I need not tell my
honora,ble friend tha.t in his district in
Eastern Gippsland there is a lot of
country to be takcn up.
:,\11'. FosTEn -Thousands of acres.
~Ir. LAXGDO~.-If you arc going to
make railways iuto this cOL1utry yon mllst
try to get people there. f£he same argument applies to the Mildura extension
line. If Jon are going to make railways
through the llHtllee country there, you
must endeavour to get people to settle
thore to grow grain and make these lines
payable. If you do not do that, what
will be the result ~ 'We shall have a
whole hpl.:it of national debt accumulating
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upon us, and no 011e to pay it. You are
going to work altogether in the wrong
direction. If you can get estates 11car the
large centres of population, say within
20 01" 30 miles, by all means do so. But
when you have to go 100 or 150 miles
away, I think it is in a wrong direction.
I think you should try' to push people
on to Crown lands. Make the people a
present of the land; do not charge them
anything for it, but encourage them to go
there and make homes on it. I have told
the committee where, to my certain
knowledge, people can go, and I think
that is far and away better than to buy
up large estates. I referred to the ques·
tion of valuation in the opening part of
my short speech. I repeat that I think
a man from the west should not be encomaged to go up north to value land
there, because I know that that practice
has cost the Minister of Lands, if he will
only admit it, a very large sum of
money to get certain estates in my
district and his district valued, and I
think he has selected the wrong man to do
the work. It would be equally wrong to
take me from the north and northwestern country to go west and value
m;tates. I know the Minister has gone so
far in the matter of the purchase of this
estate that perhaps we cannot go back.
Sir J OIIN McINTYRE.-Who says that
we cannot?
Mr. LANGDON.-I think, hO'weyer,
that the policy is a wrong one, and that
if we can get our own people out on to
our own lands it will be a step in the
right direction.
Mr. TAYERNER.-I desire to say one
or two words in regard to this motion.
The first thing that must strike honorable
members of this House is that, having
regard to the fact that the Bill we passed
a few years ago was the best we could
get, the voluntary system of purchasing
lands for closer settlement has certainly
proved a failure.
:Mr. ME1'HVEN.-No.
Mr. TAVERNER.-When I look at
and read the speeches of the Minister of
Lands, and find that out of 156 offers of
land submitted t@ the Minister only four
have been accepted. I say that that pace is
too slow if \\'e are goiug to provide the
J'onng people of this country with the
land \vhich they earnestly require. I do
not care what is said, but the House must
realize the position that if we are going to
make a success of this land resumption
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business, we must endeavour again to get
the right of compulsory resumption. It
is two years and a half since this policy
was first adopted, and only four estates
have been purchased up to the present
time.
~lr.
DUGGAX.-l\T e can only spend
£100,000 in any OIle year.
i\Ir. TAVEH,~ER. - rrhe matter of
money has nothing whatever to do with
it. It is impossible for the present
Minister of La,uds, as it was impossible for
hi!:; predecessors, to get the land under the
present law that would enablo llS to
produce good settlement under the Act,
such as every member of this House
desires. However, 1 do mean to say
tha.t this optional purchase of private
lands is a failure, and that we shall
not suceeed in putting the people UpOll
the land to the exten t we ought to do
until 'we adopt a policy of compulsory
resumption.
~Ir. METHVEX.-lVe do not want any
compulsioll; there are any number of
estates to be obtained without compulsion.
~1r. TAVERXER-If the honora,ble
member will take the trouLle to inquire
into the results of the resumptions already
made under the existing law, I do not
think be would base much to boast about
as to the successes achieved under the Act.
Another fact stares us in the face, and
one tbat we real1 y ought to consider. I
hope that before we get into committee
011 the Bill, tho Minister of Lands will
satisfy the HOlll::!C as to the statements
made by hil::! own department, that: we
still have 1..1:0,000 acrcs of first-class Crown
bnds, and 353,000 acres of second-clasl::!
bud which might be made available. If
those statement!::! are correct, what nccd i!::!
there to purchase this estate at all ?
~lr. BENT.-'Ye cannot get at that
Crown land.
~1r. TAVERNEIt.--I think the ~finister
of Lands could obtain the power that is
neetled, and I ,rill help bin1 to get it.
These factf) are made public by the officers
of the department, and 've and the puLlic
ought to know if they are correctly'
stated.
~Ir. DUGGA:N.-I have legislation ready
to enable us to get at those Crow11 lands
and when it is submitted the hOllorable
member will be able to support it up to
the hilt. I suppose the honorable member is referring to the rrurrumberry
Est<1te.

Euracl" Estate.

1251

Mr. rrA VEB,NER - I am not referring to that estate at present, uut honorable members cannot close their eyes to
the fact that we have this immenl::!c area of
first and second class Crown lands, and
yet at the same time we are buying
private lands. I want now to say a word
or two to my honorable friend who has
just resumed his seat, the chairmall of the
Council of Agricultural Education, and an
old Minister of the Crown. I am yory
sorry indeed that the Minister of Lands
and the Council of Agricultural Education
have uot been able to agree as to what
course is to be pursued with respect to
Pental Island.
Mr. ME'l'HYEN.-lVhat is the matter
with it 1
Mr. TAVERNER.-lYe have in Pental
Il::!laud 17,000 acres of really good agricultural land, but it is liable to inundation.
:Mr. LANGDoN.-And ,,'e aro bonnd by
la,,, to lease it on a fourteen years' lease,
snbject to conditions al::! to cultivation,

&c.
Mr. TAVERNER.-Unless the policy
adopted with regard to that land is to
remain a perfect far0e, it is useless to
attempt to settle it under a fonrteen years'
leal::!e.
Mr. METIIVEN.-'Vhy?
l\lr. TAVEH,NEH.-Bccause the attempt at settlement hal::! completely failed
under the present fourteen years' lease,
and wo shall neyer succeed in doing anything with that land until the people who
take it up are giyen similar rights to those
which we propose giving to purchasers
under the present Bill.
Before Pental
hland can be made a servieeaule asset. to
the State the Government must spend
money upon it in order to keep out the
water. Looking uack at the rctmltl::! of the
last fourteen :years, I repeat that under
the fourteen years' lease it will be impossible to use the laud to the best advantage.
Mr. LE\rIE~.-How lllany years would
JOu suggest?
Mr. TAVERNER.-I would giyo the
settlers there the same rights as are provided under this Bill \vith ret)pect to the
Eurack Estate.
Mr. LANGDox.-That would mctlllalienation from the Crown.
Mr. T . . \.VERNER.-Certainly.
rrhe
Council of Agricultural Education would
ha ye to haud the land over to the
Mini.ster of Lands. . I 1m vo no doubt the
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Minister could afford to give the council
something for the land if they are hard
np for a few pounds.
Mr. BENL-vVhy does not the Minister

take it ~
Mr. TAVERNER.-I should be pleased
to help the Minister of Lands to get control of the island by having Pental Island
excluded from the lands vested in the
council.
Mr. ME'l'HVEN.-'fhere is some one on
the island who has a pre-emptive right.
:Mr. TAVERNER.-I am not speaking
of the pre·emptive right. I am only speaking of the land that is vested in the
council.
In reply to a remark made
by the honorable member for 'Varrnambool tho othel' night, the Minister of
Lands said that in connexion with future
purchases of land by the Government, he
would be inclined to adopt the hOllorab1e
member's suggestion to refer the proposals
to a committee of the House. Now, I lleed
scarcely point out to honorable members
that it would be a farce for a committee of
this Honse to take the responsibility of
inspecting these lands and reporting upon
them.
Mr. METHVEN.-vVhy not ~
Mr. 'r AVEH~ER. - The honorable
member himself nlight be prepared to do
it, but I should like to see him using his
spade on 0110 of those properties for four
or five daY3, as Mr. Baker has done. It
wonld be a waste of time to adopt any
snch system, and it would only be imposir g upon honorable members. 'Ye must
bc guided in these matters by the opinions
of the valuers, and I concur fully with the
opinion expressed by the honorable member for vVarl'llambool that in Mr. Baker
we have 'a most conscientious valuer.
Mr. LEVIEN. - Did Mr. Baker value
this property ~
.Mr. TAVERNER.-He was one of the
valuers; the other valuer was Mr.
Macdonald, with whom I am not acquainted, but on making inquiries I
understand he is H. man whose opinion can
be accepted. Howover, I am going to
support the Minister of Lands in carrying
this Bill. ,\Ye have now gone too far in
this direction to draw back, and I believe
that eventually the estates we have purchased will come out all right. At the
same time, it does appear a strange thillg,
when we have so much first·dass Cr0wn
lands at our disposal, that we should be
obliged to purchase land at all. I shall

Eurack Estate.

be very pleased to hear whl:1.t the honorable member for Polwarth, who comes
from this district, and who is a good judge
of land as well as of stock, can tell us
with respect to the Eurack Estate. I hope
tha_ the information we shall receive from
that honorable member will be such as to
remove from the minds of some honorable
members the doubt whether we are llot
giving too much for this land.
Mr. FORREST.-As I have been appealed to as the member for the district,
it is only right that I should give the
House what information I can with respect to this property. It happens that I
live only 6 miles away from the Eurnck
~state, and have lived there for the last
twent.y years, so that I know the district
th't,roughly. vVithout occupying the time
of the House at any undue length, I will
give a few facts which honorable members
may take as they like.
I shall not
praise the Eurack Estate, nor shall I give
any opinion of my own as to its value,
because I think that is a duty that
belougs to the valuers, and not to me.
As I say, I know the property thoroughly.
I intended to inspect it last Sunday, in
company with the honorable member for
EHst Bourke Boroughs (Mr. Methven),
but the honorable member did not come
.up to the mark, and, as I knew the land
so thoroughly, there was no necessity fOl'
me to inspect it myself.
Mr. ME'l'HVEN.-I am sorry that I was
unable to go with you.
Mr. FOH.REST.-There are a few remarks made bv honorable members in the
course of the d.ebate to which I desire to
refer.. rrhe first is the reference made by
the honorable member for Castlemaine
(Mr. Lawson) to the fact that this land
was classified as third-class land fo1' land
tax purposes. To those who do llot know
the circllmstan~os, it seems a remarkable
thing that, although it is classified as thirdclass land, it will carry two sheep to the
acre. If that is the caso, it ought to be
classified as first-class land. I wish to
explain to the honorable member, however, that when this classification was
made by the valuers this property was illcluded in an estate of over 30,000 acres,
callod the Mount Hess,e Estate.
The
::Mount Hesse Estate was subsequently subdivided into three properties, one of about
14,000 acres and the other two of about
8,000 acre8 each, and of these smaller
pl\operties Eurack was one. At the timo
the }Iount Hesse E8tate was classified as
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third class, the ,,,-hole estate of over , the extreme edge of the Ellrack Estate
30,000 acres would not carry a sheep and being ouly 4 miles off, I may give
a half to the acre. W·hen the land was some information as to the rainfall at my
subdivided, the Eurack portion of it re- homestead, which will be of interest to
mained in the third class, and that was hon(i)l·able members, as well as to intendhow the classification came about. Now, ing selectors on the Eurack Estate. The
the Eurack Estate originally consisted of rainfall for 1893 was 25·03 inches; for
about 8,200 acres. About ten or twelve 1894, 21·28 inches; for 1895, 19·42
years ago Mr. Chirnside sold 475 acres at inches; for 1896, 17·50 inches; for 1897,
public auetion, and it realized from £11 22·2 inches; for 1898, 20·44 inches; for
1899, 28·39 inches; and for 1900, 23·17
to £ 15 5s. per acre.
Mr. LANGDON.-Was that part of the inches. 'rhis gives a total of 177·21
inches, or an an.rage of 22·15 inches for
same estate ~
eight
years.
Mr. FORHEST.-The portion coloured
~Ir. TAVERNER.-That bears out Mr.
blue.
Mr. rrAVERNER.-But we are not buying Baker's statement.
Mr. FORREST.-I also have here the
that blue land.
records of rainfall at Ondit Ridge, which
Mr. FORREST.-I am only saying that is only 2 miles away. I Deed not read
part of the blue land was sold ten or the details, but the total for the eight
twelve years ago, and it was sold entirely years is 183·24 inches, or an average of
to local men, whose names I have here. 22·90~ inches. These figures will give
A larger quantity of land was advertised honorable members a fair idea of the rainfor sale, but when Mr. Chirnside found fall on the Eurack Estate. Reference
that he could not get more than £15 5s. was made by another honorable member
per acre he withdrew the rest from sale. to the fact that a supply of firewood could
Now, r think weare all well aware that only be obtained 20 miles off. . Well,
land of this class has increased since that we do not think much of 20 miles in
time fully 25 per cent. in value, and I am that district. I get my firewood for 5s.
quite certain that none of the men who per ton, in 4-ft. lengths, and I believe that
bought that laud at that time would take at Eurack they pay 6s. for 2-ft. lepgtQs.
£15 an acre for it now. After the 475 Not only can firewood be obtained at that
acres to which I have referred were dis· price, but we have a supply of brown coal
posed of an area of 7,725 acres was left. not far off-from the mine of the ·Western
The Government has now agreed to take Coal Company, Dean's Marsh. I see the
5,000 acres, leaving 2,700 acres in round Minister of Public Instruction smiling
numbers of the worRt portion of the at that statement, because the eompany is
estate.
a Geelong concern. This company will
Mr. DUGGAN.-Hear, hear.
deliver brown coal to the nearest rail way
Mr. FORREST.-There is one matter station for 15s. a ton, a11d it is the best
in connexion with the plan of this estate brown coal in the State.
whieh I do not know whether the MinisMr. MURRAY.-Are there any shares on
ter is aware of. Mention is made in one the market ~
of the valuers' reports about the blind
Mr. FORREST.- Yes, auy number;
roads on the property, but I may state and I should advise the honorable member
that these roads were purcrased by Mr. to take· some. There is no doubt that
Chirnside in 1887, and that there are now this brown coal will be the fnel of the
no blind roads on the Eurack Estate. Is future ill that district. With reference
the Minister aware of that fact?
to the rainfall statistics, I may poin tout
Mr. DUGGAN.-Yes.
that last year we had only 23·17 inches,
Mr. FORREST.-Reference has also as against 28·39 inches the year before,
been made to the amount of the shire or a difference as against last year of over
val'uations. ,Vhen the estate was valued 5 inches. I am sorry to add that. so far
at 6s. per acr.e it contained 8,000 odd the rainfall for this year is really less
acres. Now that we have taken 5,000 than last year. I wish now to refer to
acres of the best land the valuation of the some of the remarks made by the honorrest will, of c:ourse, be mueh less.
The able member for East Bourke Boroughs
honorable member for Sheppartoll was (Mr. Methven).
It seems to me that
vel'y anxious about the rainfall. As I live that honorable member knows every part
only 6 miles away from this property, of the State, or thinks he does.
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Mr. METIIVEN.-I have been over every
part of it, and that is where I have the
advantage of you.
Mr. FORREST.-Tho honorable member objected to the statement ma.de by
one of the valuers that this was good
onion land, but not good potato land.
He could not understand, he sn,id,
how land which was toe dry for potatoes was not also too dry for onions.
Now, the honorable member knows a
little, but not too much. Practical men
know that onions are grown yery early in
the season. They are not affected by the
frost. If you plant potatoes at the same
time us onions, the frost will kill them.
Onions are sown in the spring. Take the
Bellarine land. That could not grow a
potato, and it is reckoned to be the best
onion land in Victoria. At any rate, if
it is not now, it used to be the best. On
the Turkeith Es.tate, adjoining the Eurack
property, there is a piece of land that cost
£15 an acre, that grew from 10 to 12
tons of onions to the acre. The oW1)er
told me that· if he had had 5 acres of
onions this year, he would have made from
£100 to £140 an aere.
Mr. BENT.-Thirty shillings a, ton last
year.
Mr. FORREST.-Fourteen pounds a
ton this year. I know some of my friends
that put in 5 acres of onions, grew on
the average 10 tons to the acre, and got
from £10 to £14 lOs. a ton, or over £100
per acre.
Mr. ::\1ETHvEN.-I would like to have
10 acres there.
Mr. FORREST.-The honorable member
for East Bourke Boroughs (Mr. Methven)
also referred to the presence of thistles on
a part of the estate. Thistles may do
very well in poor country, but in our
district the shire council requires them to
be cut. In rich country thistles would
overrun the ground altogether. In my
own pl,ace, I have only one paddock with
fresh water, and there sheep will eat.
thistles, but in not one of the other paddocks will they eat them. Where there is
brackish water sheep will not eat thistles,
they will only eat them where the water
is fresh. The honorable member also
spoke about Mount Fati~ue and Mount
Sabine, and said that I did not know anything about the land at Mount. Fatigue.
I know the land at Mount Sabine. There
are 3,200 acres there reserved for thn
purposes of the Council of Agricultura'
Education, and 640 acres reserved for
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township purposes. The honorable member
advocates that the land at Mount Fatigl'le
should be cleared.
If you elear the
land at Mount Sabine of tho scrub,
without ringing the trees (thus destroying
all the good timber), and sow down \yith
grass, in 5 years the scrub would be
worse than ever. I would not advise the
Government to let this land out, because
there is valuable timber on it, and it
is at pre$eut within 9 miles of the
Forrest Railway. The proposed railway to
Barramunga will go within 4 miles of
the land. It is the only railway that
according to the rail way officials will
return a profit of £320 per annum from
the first. If this railway is constnlCted, it
will be within 4 miles of this fine timber
reserve. The timber is worth any amount
of money, but at present it is useless.
Mr. MURRAY.-In whose hands is the
reserve now?
Mr. FORREST.-In the hauds of the
Council of Agricultural Education. The
reserve is covered with scrub. If you clear
it of the scrub, put down grass-seed, and
do not ring the timber, in five years the
scrub will be worse than ever.
Mr. MURRAY.-Do you think there
would be any chance of the conncillosing
themselves there?
Mr. FORREST.-There are few members of this House who could go through
it without losing themselves. I believe
tho honorable member for East Botuke
Boroughs (Mr. Methven) and myself are
the only members who could do it. The
honorable member for South Yarra spoke
about trees on the Eurack Estate. I
th€lroughly agree with those who have
stated that it is necessary that trees should
be planted. But I wish to point out, and
to caution the Minister, that the more trees
that are planted, the more will it cost for
fencing. I hope the persons who get
the land will be allowed to plant trees
wherever they like. Trees along the
south-western side would be in the best
locality for a break wind, but that would
en tail an additional amount of fencing.
Mr. MURRAY.-What do you think is
the value of this land 1
Mr. FORREST.-There were twovaluators appointed to give the value of the
land. If the Government will pay me, I
will go up and value the land for them.
Mr. MURRAY.-Do you think the valuators have overstated the Talue of the
land 1
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Mr. FORREST. - It all depends on
what it is intended for. I believe it is
the best estate that could be bought at
present for the money, but it is too much
to expect that any man will sell to the
State at bed-rock value. I think it is the
best value the Government can get at the'
present time. The honorable member for
Anglesey spoke about the subdivision of
the Whitfield Estate, and I thoroughly
agree with him in every word he said. I
think this estate wants more careful examination and subdivision than the 'Whitfield Estate. On the Eurack Estate, there
is a certain proportion of very good land
and a certain proportion of land of less
value. N ow in subdividing it, it is necessary to cut the property up, so that as far
as possible every man will get a bit of the
good land for cultivation. If that is done
properly the property will go off, as the
Minister said, "like hot cakes."
The
honorable member for Anglesey reckoned
that nine sheep were equal to a cow, and
afterwards he reduced it to eight.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I made a mistake in
reducing it to eight.
.Mr. FORREST.-I think you did not
reduce it low enough. Of course, to make
the comparison just, you have to take
into consideration the kind of sheep or
cattle. In rich districts, like the Colac
district, they reckon six sheep to the
beast. I would rather keep a milch cow
than five Lincoln sheep. I am borne out.
in my comparison by Mr. Allan McLean.
When tha.t gentleman was discussing the
question of the stoek tax, he reckoned six
sheep to the bullock.
Mr. McKENZIE.-N 0, not to the bullock; to mixed cattle.
Mr. FORREST.-There are young
sheep as well as young cattle.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Portland).-He
calculated that 'fI'e would lose £30,000,000
by federation.
Mr. FORH.EST.-I believe Mr. McLean
is recognised as one of the best valuers we
have in Victoria of cattle and land.
Mr. BENT.-Query, query; I have had
to pay for it.
Mr. FORREST.-The honorable member has evidently had to pay for a lot of
people.
Mr. BENT.-You are not prepared to
state what the land is worth.
Mr. FORREST.-When the honorable
member for Anglesey was speaking the
other evening about the number of sheep
that should be reckoned to the beast, the
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honorable member for Korong interjected
that the usual estimate in the old days
was six sheep to a beast.
~fr. LA~GDoN.-No; ten in our country.
:Mr. McKENZIE.-It \Y~s six to the beast
in mixed cattle.
Mr. FORH.EST.-Rut are there not
mixed sheep as well? Do not yOUllg
cattle require to be fed 7
Mr. McKENzIE.-Undel' the old assessment there was no such thing as dairy-fed
cattle.
Mr. LA~GDoN.-In the old days, in the
Loddon district, ten sheep were reckoned
to one large head of cattle.
Mr. FORREST.-·.Not under the Ln.nd
Act, for under it it is six sheep to one head
of cattle.
Mr. McKENZIE.-That is only a Government estimate, and Government estin.~ates
are always wrong.
Mr. FOH.R.EST.-h all depends on. the
land. If you go to the 'Varrnambool district, you will find that five of the big Lin·
coIn sheep will cat more than any bullock.
The honorable member for Anglesey made
a. calculation, with the object of showing
that the people who get this land will not
be able to work it at a profit. He
reckoned that each person wonld haye to
put by £90 a year for interest and sinking
fund, an.d that it was a fail' thing to
allow him £200 a year to cover all his
expenses. I agree with the honorable
member that it will take £200 to cover
The honorable
each man's expenses.
member calculated that each man would
have to meet practically £2 per acre per
annum. He reckoned that each cow
would require 4 acres, and that as t.he
return would be £1 15s. per acre per
annum, each man would lose 5s. per
acre per annum. 'Vith £90 for interest,
and sinking fund, the annual loss on each
block would be £52 lOs. If the honorable member's calculation is correct, then
I think it would be a. mistake for the
Government to buy the hnd. If a mall
is going to take up land and lose by it,
it will not pa.y the State.
Mr. LEVIEN.-He will have the estate
at the end of the time.
Mr. FORHEST.-But if ho loses £50
per annum on it he can never buy the
estate. Then, we must remember, each
man has to build a house and fence his
land, and will have to sink a well and
provide a windmill. Then some allowance
will have to be made for the planting of
trees, for trees must be planted. Coming
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now to the qncstion of the amollnt allowed
as the return for each cow per annum by

the honorable member for Anglesey. The
honorable member said that if a nlan got
a return of £7 pe~ am) um for each cow he
would do remarkably welL I consider £7
is not enough. In the Colac district any
man who finds by his record that his com;
do not return £8 per head per annum
will let them go.
Mr. McKENZIE,-That is not what the
honorable member for Prahran said,
Mr. FORHES'r.-Does not the honf)rable member think that by subdividing
and cultivating the estate it will carry
a much larger amount of stock than it
does at present ~
Mr. McKENZIE.-I have over-estimated
the return from each cow by £ 1. If a
man gets £6 per cow he will do remarkably well.
Mr. FORREST.-Tbere were three
cows at the show the other day, two of
which gave a return at the rate of £20
per annum, and the other at the ra.te of £23
per annum. Instead of subm.itting any
calculation of my OWll, I took the trouble
to go to one of the best dairymen in the
Colac district, and he showed me his
books, from which I took the figures I am
about to quote. 'fhis man has 500 acres,
of wltieh he cultivates 50 with Cape
barley, Algerian oats, and mangolds. He
does not grow any lucerne. In 1899 he
kept from 80 to 130 cows, which produced 90,959~ gallons of milk, for which
he received £1,387 7s. 6d. In 1890 he
milked from 90 to 150 cows, which produced 98,122~- gallons of milk, returning
£1,582 13s. 7d. That shmvs a return
of over £11 per cow per annum. In
addition to this, the land carries 30 head
of young stock and 23 horses, and this
man makes over £200 a year out of pig8.
It may be surprising to honorable members
to hear this, bnt these are the facts taken
from the man's own books. The Colae
Butter Factory is the largest butter factory
in Victoria.
The figures I am going
to read are, I think, rather unique.
The Colac Butter Factory last year
bought £80,572 14s. 6d. worth of
mille The account sales amounted to
£105,121 3s. 8d.
'fhe profit was
£6,471 2s. All the capital invested
amounts to £5,151 1213. 6d.
Mr. 'VILKIN8. -Arc you in that ~
Mr. FORREST.-I am, but I only got
7 per cent. out of it last year. They
gave the shareholders 7 per cent., which
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canlO to £360. They gave a bonus of a
halfpenny per pound to all the milk suppliers, and that al~10lmted to £4,478.
They wrote off plant and buildings,
£1)067 38. lOd., and they carried ov-er
£565 18s. 2d.
Mr. BEN1'.-The dry shareholders got
only 7 per cent. then?
Mr. FORREST.-That is all. I do not
intel1d to occupy the attention of honorable members any longer on this question.
Mr. MURRAY.-You have advertised
every good institution in the Colac
district.
Mr. FORREST.-No, we have a lot
more than I have mentioned; for instance,
the gas company, the coal company, and
a lot of others.
Mr. LANGDON.-·What is the country
known as Mount Sabine worth per acre
for grazing purposes, in your opinion, at
the present time ~
Mr. lTORREST.-I would not give £ 1
for the whole lot of it.
Mr. LANGDoN.-That is the kind of land
that has been handed over to the Council
of Agricultural Education.
Mr. FORREST.-You could not keep
Olle single goat on it.
An HONORABLE MEl\fBER.-'What if the
scrub were cut?
Mr. FORREST.-If the Government
sent men to cut the scrub there, in five
years the scrub would be worse than ever.
I have been all over it.
Mr. MURRAY.-If you had the management of it, could n~t you do better with it ~
Mr. FORREST.-No; the best thing
to do with that land is to keep it as it is,
an<l. utilize the timber.
Mr. MURRAy.-They burn ,it off now.
Mr. FORREST.-No; unless there is a
very heavy fire they cannot burn it off.
There are twelve saw·mills on the route to
the present railway, and if the line is e1.tended 5 miles further, there will be
five or six more within twelve months.
Mr. W ARDE.-At what do you estimate
the val ne of this land?
Mr. FORREST.-I am not a land
valuer.
Mr. HALL.·-You ought to be if you
have land alongside it.
Mr. FORREST.-Why should I put
my opinion aga.inst the Government
valuer's ~
Mr. TouTcHER.-,\Vould you give 10
guineas per acre for it ~
Mr. FORREST.-No, I would not, and
110 one else would do so who wanted the
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land for the purpose of keeping it on as
a sheep farm, because it would not pay
to do so, but if the Government cut
it up well, I venture to say the land will
all be applied for. The Cororooke Estate
is now being subdivided for sale by
auction, and I have 110 hesitation in
saying that it will realize £25 per acre.
SOnle of this land would fetch £20
per acre readily if put up for sale by
auction. I am not personally interested
in this matter in any way whatsoever. I
only desire to give honorable members
all the information I possibly can, and
to do what I can for the district, which
will greatly benefit from the cutting up
of this estate. There are at present only
two menandone womanon this 7,000 acres,
which, if properly cut up, will provide
holdings for 40 families with two or
three children each. If that result can be
accomplished it will do a great deal of good
to the district as woll as to the settlers
themselves. Many of the farmers' sons
who bave a little money and whose parents
are willing to help them want to get a
bit of land in the district, and, I repeat,
that if this estate is properly subdivided it
will all be applied for, and every lot will be
taken up. Of course, ifitis badlysubdividod,
the result will be different. A man who
gets 150 acres of this land and culti yates
10 acres will be able to keep double the
stock that he could keep without cultivation. If he has a bit of good land to
cultivate, his place will carry one milk
cow to 3 acres, if not ono to 2~ acres.
Mr. MURRAY.-'Vhat, will this land
carry one milk cow to every 3 acres all
over~

Mr. FORREST.-No, not all over.
For instance, those who get the land on
the north-east will not be able to cultivate.
Mr. McKENZlE.-What will this lanu
carry in the shape of milk cows, on the
average, without cultivation?
Mr. FORREST.-The whole 7,000
acres carries two sheep to the acre, but
this 5,000 acres of land will carry two and
a half sheep to the acre all the year
round. It must be recollected that tho
Government are getting the pick of the
7,000 acres, which incl udes 2,000 acres
of inferior land.
Mr. OMAN.-Before the House adjonrned on vVednesday night last, I made
up my mind that I would not speak on
this subject, for the simple reason that
SeS8':on 1901.-[87]
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although I knew the property in the district well, I could not say that I had any
particularlknowledge of this estate, and
I was determined that I would not place
myself in the awkward position of advocating the purchase of this land without seeing it. Well, on Saturday I spent
seven hours on the estate. I traversed
it from ono end to the other, and inspected
it very carefully, too. Having done that, I
can indorse a good many of the statements
of the honorable member for Pol warth,
who knows the property very well indeed.
vVhen I entered the first paddock belonging to this estate I was very unfavorably
impressed. I felt at 011ce that it was a
very unsuitable estate for the Government to purchase for the purpose of closer'
settlement, but I found that that was one
of the paddocks that had been excised~
That accounts for the whole of the trouble·
in regard to the land taxation. The two
estates were both included for taxation
purposes. I venture to say that there is
a great difference in the valuo of the
land. Some of the land on 'Veering
is not worth ill lwh more than £4 per
acre, but we know that somo years ago,.
as the honorable member for Pol warth
said, land was sold for £15 an acre
right up to and, in fact, including part of"
tho Eurack Estate. After inspocting the'
estate I was very favorably impressed
with it.
When I had traversed one
half of the land, Mr. Chirnside drove
me over all the remaining portion. He
said not a solitary word in advocacy of
the estate, but left me to form my own
opinion. It. is true that I did not turn a
sillglo sod, but I had no need to do so,
because I have been on land all my life.
The report of Mr. Baker, who valued this
property, appears to me to be absolutely
correct in overy line. I will go further,
and say that I do not think it was necessary for a man liko Mr. Baker, living in
the district, to use tho spade on various.
parts of this estate to onable him to value·
the land. There is a good doal in what
the honorable memborfor Korong said, that.
local valuers should be employed to value
estates offered to the Government for the
purpose of closer settlement.
I do believe it is a good thing to have local
valuers. I am satisfied that this estate is
well adapted for closer settlement. Almost
the whole of it can be cultivated, and it is
well adapted for both dairying and farIT\~
ing.
Lt.-Col. REAY.-At this price ~

1258

Purchase of the

[ASSEMBLY. ]

Mr. OMAN.-Yes, at this price. 1 can
assure the committee that if I had the
money to il1Ycst in this estate'to-morrow
I could make the interest out of the land.
}lr. FOSTER.-But you should make
nlOre than the interest.
Mr. OMAN.-Yes; but I could make
the itlterest and also a good living with
sheep 011 the land. There is undoubted
proof tha.t t he carrying capacity of this
icwd has not been overstated.
'Ve
have abundant proof that the e1:!tate
has been heavily stocked during the past
year, notwithstanding the bad season.
Some of the paddocks ul:>ed for fattening
stock look very well indeed, particularly
Clle ill which they have eattle.
Of course
a good deal will depend on the subdivision
of the property. rfhe qnestion of drains
was mi~ed the other night, f:lO I took
special note of the drains running through
this estate, amI the drains do not seem to
me to be any !Jarrier to the propel' subdivision of the land, which should be cut
up f:lO UH to let every settler, as ftu' as
110f:lsible, get 15:) acres. The land if:l
capable of carrying' Ol1e cow to every 4
acref:l ,,'ithout cultiVL'.tion, but, with
culti\'atiol1 and working the land properly,
it would curry one cow to every 3
aeres. That 'v ill leave a reasonable profit
to the farmers or settlers who are put on
the laud.
~Ir. McKENzm.--How much do you
reckon from each cow ~
Mr. O~IAN.-I think a fair average for
the westerll district, that is the district
levd with Colac and on to \Varrnambool,
is about £8 pel' cow. I made very close
inquiries amongst the
farmers
at
'Vatch Hill, only 2~ miles west. of
this ei-ibte, and 011 Ol1e farm of 80 acres
they arc milking 28 and
others
twenty com'3. 'rhe land has almost a
foot of trefoil Oll it, aBd I never travelled
throngh a better looking district. I am
aware that the policy of closer settlement
has becn condemned by some persons.
'Vo have heard l:iomething about the
'Vhitfield El:!tate, and we may hear something similar in connexion with this
estate. rfho trouble is Llmt if a man holds
more than £1,500 worth of land, he
cannot havc any of the land purcbased
for closer settlement. rfhe people of the
district ,,,ould readily take up this land,
believing that they could do well on it.
I think that the owner is asking the full
value of the land.
~Ir. ARGYLE,-And £2 per acre more.
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Mr. OMAN.-I do not think that.
Mr. BEN'l'.-How much an aero would
it bring 1
Mr. OMAN.-We aro offered the whole
of this propert.y in one block, and we must
consider its face value as one block. At
4~ pCI' cent., T do not think I would have
any difficulty in making a ver'y good living
on the land at the price asked for it.
Mr. BEN'l'.-How much wonld that run
per acre per annum?
Mr. OMAN.-Nillo shillings.
Mr. ARGYLE.--The settlers will have to
give away oue-half of their labour.
Mr. BEN'l'.-Y OU SH.y it it:> worth 91S. per
acre per annum 1
Mr. OMAN.-Yef:l, from a grazing point
of view, merely to put sheep on it. It
has been said that the settlers on
this land will have to give tnnty 011Chalf their labour. 'VeIl, at present I do
not think onr closer settlement policy is a
good one. It has a tcndcncy to help
the lllan who can help himself, the man
already settled in the neighbourhood of
the land purchased by the State. i have
gone into the matter carefully, and I
know cxactly what one of these sottlers
'will require to do. A mun who gets 150
auref:l of this land will require to erect
lmildlngs, and buy 40 cows, which, at the
pricef:l current to-day, will l11eun at least
£300, indeed, I might say £400. He will
require to spend £2'00 in improvements,
which will not be very exten5!ive, and he
will have to pay .£100 for intcrest and
sinking fund.
I do not think the
sinking fund ~hould be charged against
the outlay, because the money so expended
i~ really banked in broad acres-the vcry
best bank our people can put their money
in. Now, with regard to the labour.
Supposing a man can go on 150 acres and
make £2 per acre, and some are making
up to £3 per acre at dairying on land
adjoilling this estate, the country being
well grassed and well sheltered by boxthorn hedges. And boxthorn hedges get
over the difficulty. Instead of going in
for pln.ntil~g trees extensively it will be
b~tter to plant boxthorll hedges.
There
are a number already growing in the district, and they provide splendid shelter
for the cattle. Well, at £2 per acre, !l.
settler would 1nako £300 a year. He haf:l
to pay £67 lOs. for interest. Now, many
men with faidy large families are working 011 stations for £60 a year, and'
although their children are not grown up
they could milk cows. Even if a man
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has employment at 78. per day in one of worth in the first case £20 per acre, and
our small scattered towllships it is not per- in the second only 208. per acre. It is of
manent employment, and it does not some importance to the committee to
insure him earnillg £100 a year. Besides, know that this property has been carrying
there are little pickings on a farm which its full complement of stock, 10,000
toww:lpeople cannot secure. Of course, sheep and 210 cattle, or thereabouts.
in all cases t bese settlers will req nire a
Allowing each head of cattle to eat as
much as eight sheep, and, including
horse and trap.
~lr. McJ(ENzm.-Two horses, perchance
horses, that mean::; equal to 2,000 more
sheep, or a total of 12,000 sheep Oll the
one goes lame.
whole estate. It is advisable that we
~lr. OMAN.-Some of OUi' d<l.iry farmers
make the mistake of putting too much should take over this prolJerty within a
useless stock on their laud. A farmer reasonable time. It is early country.
should not have stock eating grass unless \Ve cannot make any use of it this spring,
bnt it is of importance that the land
it is giving him a return.
:JIr. ~lcKExz1E.--But if a dairy farmer should be handed oyer to the people who
is going to cultivate some of his land ho settle thereon with a fair lSo10 of grass.
I think it is stated in the provisional
mnst havo moro than ono horse.
:JIr. O:JIAX.--'Yell, we will admit agreement that the proJ~erty is to be
that he requires two horses, and it is not handed over within 28 days from the
all extravagant thing to' say that he
signillg of the contract. :Mr. Chirnside is
will require two. Now, one cow eats to commence IShearing next week, and he
expects to be in a position to <leliver the
~lS much a~ eight sheep, although if h011OI'able members went oycr the Euruck property over to the Government by the
middle of next month. If the Government
E~tate, and C,lst their eye:) on some of
the Lincoln ::;heep grazing there, they geh; dcli,'ery then it will be in sufficient
would doubt whether one cow eats a::; time, because there will be plcnty of the
much as eight bheep like them. Ho\\,- spring 1ef t to gi ve a sufficiel1 t sole of grass
ewr, the big mistake that has been made by the time the property is subdivided and
in many parts of Victoria has beell over- the purchasers are in a position to occupy
stocking the bud. I freely admit that the land. It will take a few months to
for years I made that mistake myself, get the fences and buildings erected, and
but fN' the last ten years I have adopted if there are anything like decent antumn
a different policy, rather nnder8tocking raills in that locality-and they generally
than overstocking my land, and the re- get good rains at that time of the yearturn has beon ~afer in e\'Qry instance. I there I ",-ill be a splendid growth of grass.
lw. ye alway:-,; made n. praet{ce of going in I made inquirics from a reliable source
for growing fodder. 1111897, whenllearly regarding the yield on this property, and
every one in the district lost cattle, I the average yield from the thistle farm, to
which reference has been made-and I
thnH~ lllallagcd to save mine, and to-day
thero are not bettor bullocks in the was particularly anxious to see that part
locality. That proves that it pays a of the estate because we have had a good
farmer to grow feed for his stock, and deal of difficulty ,yith the star thistle in
I maintain that the Euruck land my district-was 60 bushels per acre of
which i8 suitable for cultivation will Algerian oats.
Mr. LANGDox.-Mr. Baker says from 30
enable the settlers to save t.heir stock,
eyeu if they get a bad seaSOll. Mr. to 80 bushels. Is not that an extreme
Chirnside has made 110 attempt to over- estimate 1
Mr. OMAN.-The small yield was due
state or under::ltate the rainfall of the
There was very little
district.. 'Ve have been told that it is 22 to a bad season.
inches for ~,he year. :Mr. Chirnsid~ states rain in the spring of 1897, and that caused
that the average rainfall is 21 inches per the yield to be as low as 30 bushels.
annum. It is true that there is S01110 very There must be fairly late spring rains in
that district to get a good yield.
The
pOOl' land within 6 or 8 miles of this
estate, perhaps some of the poorest land railway facilities have been touched upon,
in the eonntry, but that is no argument but they are not adequate for the dis·
to ad vancE' '~ajnst the PQl'chase of this trict. III consequence of the defective
particular property. 'Ve have often railway arrangements, the residents in the
observed good la!.l.d on one side of a road Beeac district ignore the train service,
n.nd inferior land on the other - land and drive to the nearest station on the
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main line. The district is closely settled
from Colac up to within 2 miles of
Cressy, with the exception of the
Eurack Estate. If the House sanctions
the purchase or this estate, it will result
in the settlement of that country, and
materially help to develop the district.
I am not a special advocate for the purchase of the Eurack Estate. I would like
to see an estate purchased in my own
electorate, but I am not going to stand in
the way of the purchase of a suitable
property because it is not in my electorate. . If I think an estate is worth the
money, and that its purchase by the Government will benefit a district by assisting to develop it, I will vote for acquiring
the estate so that people may be settled
on the land. I have bad no conversation
with the honorable member for Polwarth
on this subject.. He has given the
committee his views on this estate,
and, although perhaps I am travelling
over the same ground, I think it is interesting to honorable members to get
independent information regarding this
estate from one who was on the property
as recently as Saturday. I was told when
I was in the district that the Govemment
was to get £15 pel: acre only for the
homestead and the adjoining land.
I
said at the time that I put the valuation
of the homestead and the land contiguous
to it down at £25 per acre, and remarked
that if the Government was only going to
get £15 per acre it was not being fairly
treated by the vendor. I considered £25
a fair valuation. Since then, however, I
have found that a most satisfactory arrangement has been made by the Minister
of La,nds with Mr. Chirnside, as the latter
is to pay £3,750 for the homestead block
and buildings.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Portland).- Do
you think the Government has sold the
homestead block, at £10 per acre, too
cheap?
Mr. OMAN.-I think £18 or £20 an
acre would be a fair price for land,
exclusive of buildings.
Ml'. EWEN CAMERON.-I understood you
to say that you thought it was worth £25
an acre.
Mr. OMAN.-Yes. But it would not
be worth more than £18 or £20 an acre
to anyone else than the present holder.
Mr. Chirnside has another station at Weering, 3 miles away, and that fact makes
the homestead block of more value to him
than to anyone else.
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Mr. EWEN CAMEHON.-You said that
Mr. Chirnside was getting it for £15 an
acre.
Mr. OMAN.-No; I said I heard that
he was getting it for £ 15 an acre, bu t I
find since that he has to pay £25 an
acre for the homestead block. That is a
vel'Y fair arrangenlent between Mr.
Chirnside and the Minister of Lands.
The average distance from the neighboUl'ing rail way stations to the centre of the
estate is about 6 miles. The cost of
ordinary wire posts, delivel'ed at the
Beeae railway station, is 42s. 6d. per
hundred. I do not think that any honorable member will say that that is a very
high rate for posts 5~- feet in length. The
cost of firmvood is in proportion. By
planting boxthe>rn hedges ample shelter
In regard to the
can be provided.
municipal valuation, I made inquiries, and
found that a particular block on the
-Watch Hill Estate, which was sold during
the boom time at £17 an acre, was valued
at lOs. an acre, or a capital value of £10
an acre, for shire purposes. That particular block is worth £15 an acre, but
the present owner I found will not take
less than .£17 an acre for it, showing that
the land, in his opinion, is worth what
was paid for it, notwithstanding the shire
valuation.
The municipal valuation
is no guide at all as to the real
val ue of a property. A proposal has
been made to appoint a select committee
of the House to inspect the property.
That seems a vel'Y feasible proposition,
but owing to the fact apparently that Mr.
Chirnside did not agree till recently to
take the price which the Government proposes to pay him for the estate, and the
Government having to submit the contract
to Parliament as early as possible, there
was no opportunity to appoint a select
committee to make the inspection. However, I have gone over five estates with
the Minister of Lands, and I venture to
say that none of those estates which were
under offer to the Government were of
such good value as the Eurack Estate,
having .regard to the price at which it has
been offered to the Government. I think
I have touched on all the different points,
and while I recognise that Mr. Baker, being
a resident of the district, is perhaps better
qualified than I am to give a:n expert
opinion on the value of this land, I hold
the view that Lhe Government is not
making a bad bargain in purohasing the
Eurack Estate. It is giving full value for
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the property, but I maintain that in
purchasing estates and settling the people
Oll them-especially neal' the railway lines
-we are benefiting the community.
It has been urged that we should
settle people 011 land nearer the metropolis, bllt if we settled them near the cityif we had the whole population of Victoria
in Melbourne-would that help the community 1 What is needed to assist iu
the development of this country is to
s-ettle the people near the rail way lines.
The rail way from Geelong to the western
district is, in consequence of the settlement which has taken place along it,
giving a much larger revenue to the
country than was the case ten years ago.
I know of another estate-the Chocolyn
Estate near Camperdowll-which I would
like to see pnrchased by the Government,
but I say without fear of contradiction
that the Eurack Estate will prove a fair
venture, and that the Government is quite
justified in entering into a contract for its
purchase.
Mr. FOSTEB,.-I fully agree with the
policy of the Government with regard to
the necessity for closer settlement, but I
canno!; say from our experience in the
past that we have been very successful so
far. The object, as I understood it to be,
was to place people who have no land on
good land, so that they might earn a livelihood for themselves and families, and at the
same time make sufficient out of the property to pay intere3t on t.he purohase money and sinking fnnd. The
essentials to the success of closer
settlement, according to the best judges,
are first, that the laud should be extmordinarily good; second, that it should be
near a large centre of population or
marl,et; and third, that we should place
on the land the right class of people. So
far as I can understand, the Eurack Estate
possesses none of these essentials. In the
first place, it is llot extraordina,rily good
land, even if the Goyernment has heen
asked to pay £10 lOs. an acre, which is
considered to be an exorbitant price. In
the next place, the land is .not near a
market, and in the third place, the Government will have to take its chance as
to the class of people to be put on the
laue.!. ·What class of people have we been
placing on the land under the closer settle·
ment policy ~ ·We have been putting on
the land a class of people who are well
able to help themselves in this matter.
'iVe have not been sending anyone into

E~track

Estate.

1261

the country from the large centres of
population, neither have we, in the
slightest degree, by this closer settlement
policy, tended to check centralization.
Up to the present we have been si::::-,ly
taking men who are on the laud from une
part of Victoria, and putting them on
land in another part of the State. This
has arisen because of the conditions
set down by the Government ill regard to
those who are to occupy the land resumed
for closer settlement. The Government
allows a man to take up £1,500 worth of
land on these resumed estates, but it is
useless a man taking up a block unless he
has .£600 or .£700 spare cash.
Mr. FORRES1'.-No.
Mr. FOSTER.-l say yes. I say that
a man must have that amount of money
'When he
to insure his beiug successful.
goes on the land he has got to fence it
and erect buildings on it, pay interest on
the purchase money, and instalments
towards the sinking fund, and also muuicipal rates.
"When all these matters
of expenditure are reckoned up it will be
found that only those who are in very
comfortable circumstances can afford to
take ad vaqtage of this closer settlement
policy of the Government.
I understood
when the principle of closer settlement
was introduced that it \Vas for men of a
very different class from those who have
obtained the blocks on tho resumed
estates. Some years ago we tried to settle
the poorest class on the land by placing
them on village settlements, and I do not
think that anyone will claim that we hase
had a glorious success in that direction.
The village settlements have failed here
the same as they have failed in New
Zealand, whflre they paid far more atten-'
tion to the matter.
rrhe class of
people who I thought ,vere to be
benefited .b.y the closer settlement
policy were the industrious artisans. But
that class has not been touched at all.
Those are the men who ought to be able
to get a small block of land somewhere
neal' their work. The course that ha-g
been pursued in the past, however, has
not assisted the decentralization movcmeut. It has tended to make rich men
richer, 01' at allY rate to make richer those
who are already pretty comfortablY oft'.
1 think we are 011 wrong lines altogether
in connexion with this closor setHement,
and that we are assisting a wrong class of
people to get on the laud.
'rhere is
one anomaly in connexion with this
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Eurack E8tate, and that is the difference
in the price which the Governmont is
asked to pay for the property and the
municipal valuation. I have had some
fifteen years' experience as a valuator in
country districts. I know every time I
made a valuation I had to make a sworn
declaration that I would make the valuation to the best of my ability and according to law. Have the local valuators
been so greatly mistaken in regard to the
yalue of this particular estate, or have
they suborned themselves in valuing the
property ~ The difference between the
municipal valuation and the price asked
for the land is so great that it justifies
comment. 'Ve find that the municipal
valuator values the land at 68. per acre
per annum.
Mr. FORRES'l'.-£8,000.
Mr. FO:STER.-The honorable member who interjects addressed the House
this afternoon. bnt notwithstanding his
local knowledge he had not the courage
to say what he considered was the fair
value of the land. I can quite understand
the honorable member wishing to give
his district a fillip by having people settled
in it, but at the same time when he advocates the purchase of this estate he ought
to ha.ve sufficient courage, being a practical
man and an expert in land, to give honorable members the benefit of his opinion as
to what he thought the land' was really
worth.
This is not a single illstance
where the municipal valuation varies considerably from the value put upon a property by the owner. If I may be permitted to diverge a little from this subject,
I may say that I am a member of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Railways, and that I have deemed it to be
part of my duty when inquiring into
projected railways to ascertain the municipal valuation of a property, and the
valuation which the OW11e1' placed on it.. I
was going to say in nineteen cases out
of twenty, but certainly in fifteen cases
out of twenty the difference in the
valuations is very marked. In !:;ome
C<'Lses where the land was put up to public
competition it sold at somethillg like 40
per cent. more than the municipal
valuation. I would like to point out that
in every case where the Government
wishes to resume land which it parted with
at £ 1 an acre, it is asked exorbitant
rates-far more than would be obtained
for the property in the open market.
Here is an estate which, I presnme, was
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parted with by the Uovernrnent at £1 an
acro, and £10 an acre is now being asked
for it. That may, no doubt, be used as
an argument agaillst the land tax. It iti
time that we had a Government with a
backbone which would move in this
matter of land valuations. The country is
being, and has been, robbed in connexioll
with land which the Government had to
resume for railway, water supply, and
other purposes.
Mr. PRENDERG.A.s'l'.-Hear, hear. 'Ve
are asked to vote a municipal subsidy, and
yet the municipal councils will not have a
fair valuation placed on their lands.
~:lr. FOSTER.- 'When I questioned
those in the country districts-prosperous
farmers and others-as to why their land
was not valued at a higher price, I was
told that they were willing to pay more,
but that they were not going to point out
that the valuation placed on their
property by tho municipal valuator was
too small. The prosperous farmers, as a
rule became shire councillors, and I consider that their interest is, perhaps, not
so remote as to object to the valuation
placed on their property. It i8 time,
however, seeing that the Government has
to pay a subsidy to the municipalities
every year that it appointed an independent valuator in regard to these shires so
that land might be valued at something
like what it is worth. If that 'were done
it would relieve the Treasury of somo of
the demands now made on it. There are
people in tho country districts who know
that they should pay more in rates, and
are willing to do so if some one will only
move in the matter. In some of the shires
in the westeru district and in the Goulburn Vallev it was scandalous the evidence give~l before the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Hailways in regard to some of the shire valuations. In
some of the shires there has been no
valuation made for fi ve years. The municipal officer simply sat in his office and
made tho valuation on the same basis as
five yoars ago, notwithstanding that the
dititrict had ~uring that period gone ahead
by leaps and bounds, and land values had
increased proportionately.
This i8 a
matter which I and several other mombel'S intend bringing under the notice of
the House later on this session.
:May
I a!:;k what has been our experience
in regard to \Vando Vale Estate ~
Although I voted for the purchase of that
property, I did so with a great deal of
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doubt. The subdivision of that estate is
not benefiting that particular part of the
country very much, or the State either.
Then, agam, at Whitfield Estate the
Government has several blocks on its
hands, and they are likely to be unapplied
for for a considerable time. The general
feeling among people who know that
estate is that the Government paid to(l
much for it. If the Government pa.ys too
much money for these properties it will
result in putting taxes on the shoulders of
the people.
Mr. DUGGAN.- We do not put any taxes
on the people in connexion with these
estates.
Mr. FOSTER.-The country has to
pay the interest on the money.
Mr. DUGGA~.-We do not pay the
interest on the money.
Mr. FOSTER.~Well, that is the first
tirne that I have been told that the Government does uot pay interest on the money
it borrows. Referring again to the question of municipal valuation, we find that
the vaIner of the shire in which this land
is situated, in a sworn declarat.ion, has
assessed the land at £6 an acre capital
value.
Mr. DUGGAN. --That is for the wholo
area.
Mr. FOSTER-Yes; and I understand
that SOllle of the area brought something
like £17 all acre. He is sworn to make
his valuatioll in accorda,nce with the Local
Government Act, which provides that he
must lwt put it at less than 5 per Gent.
<011 the capital value.
:Mr. BE~'l'.-That is the law.
Mr. FOSTER-That is the law, I
believe-mttking certain dednctions, which
would have very little effect on the price.
N ow, to trace how this matter bears on the
municipal funds, and dterwards how it
bears on the eentml Government in regard
to the Treasury, we need only look at
what the figures are. ·We find that taking
this area at a rongh calculation as 5,000
acres, the owner would pay the mnnicipn.l
conncil n. sum of ,£68 1Os. Now, if the land
was valued at the price the Government are
being asked to pay for it, he wOIJld pay to
the municipal council, on £9 an acre, a
sum of £112 15s_ rrhe difference between
£68 lOs. and £112 15s. would go into the
municipal fund. rrhe subsidy on that
would mean a very large amount more
than the shire gets at present, and a very
large amount more, with the subsidy
added, for them to expend upon those roads
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which they are continnally coming to the
Government to ask assistance for when a
flood or anything out of the coml110n
o~eurs.
I am referring particularly to
the shires aBd the country districts that
have raihTay communication, with level
country, and good roads except in winter
time. If those shire councils rated themselves according to law, and made those
pay who are able to pay, instead of the
great disproportion which the sm.aller 111en
have to pay, they would not :need to c')me
so frequently to the Government for
special grants .. "Leave the farmer alone !"
I think he is vcrv mnch left alone in this
respect. In pal~ts of the country whereI have tniYelled with the Railways Standing Committee the practice with regai·d to
rating is altogether against the law, is
rotten to the core, and ought to be looked
into as soon as possible. Now, with
regard to the blame which is being
attached to the Government for not first
using the Crown landH which we have
before burdening us with extra taxation to
pay for other lands, I may say that I do
not blame the Government very much,
because I know that it is impossible for
them to utilil\e those lands, aH they t\t
preHent stand, for closer settlement. Anybody who knows anything of this State,
and who knows where the waste In.nds of
the Crown are, aH regardH the great
majority of the areas, and how they
are situated, will agree with me in
this. rrake ~Iount Fatigue, for instance,
which has been quoted so frequently,
where the Government are spending
thousands of ponnds for opening up the
country by roads to let people in-and a
very good policy that is. rrhat country
is very heavily timbered indeed, and nO"
man cxeept a man with capital could
afford t.o take a,nything but a very small
area and expect during his life-time to
make much ont of it. "\Vhat is the
coqrse of procedure in connexion with
similar land which has been taken np in
Gippsland? It meaUH generally a large
family, who chop down the scrub and
ring-bark the trees. Some of the trees
afford splendid timber, tit for the market.
They wait until the timber dies, and then
in the summer have what they call a
"~ood burn."
r:I~hey next sca,tter graHs
seed, and the ashes soon make the gntHS
grow, thus giving good feeding grass aud
enabling the land to be turned into a
dairy farm. This is how heavilY-limbered
land is generally brought into profitable
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But to say that that

put. to the best use to which it can be

land could be used for closer settlement
is absurd. The same remark applies to

devoted. 'fhe Government will have to
grapple with the matter, and take charge

my own district, where there are hundreds
and thousands of acres of Crown lands.
A good deal of it, I admit, is nseless, bu t a
good deal of it also is good third-claFis land,
and some of it second class. "Vhat is the
reason that it is not used for closer settlement 1 Simply because the people cannot
get on to it; because there are thousands
of square miles in that district without an
inch of rail way, and with roads that cannot be travelled over in winter time even
by a man on horseback.
Mr. MURRAY.-How is it that there is
no r\ilway ~
Mr. FOSTER.-One reason is that it
takes an enormous amount to build a railway in this country, aud allother is probably the diffidence and modest.y of the
member who represents the district. But
I would point out that owing to the liberal
land law which was introduced and passed
by the Government lately, creating a
fourth class, thousands and thousands of
acres are to-day being ~elected in that
country. In fact, I understand that,
although the sllrveyors have some of them
four camps, with a foreman at each, they
cannot effect the surveys as rapidly as
they are required. But I warn the
Minister that those men who are taking
advantage of the most liberal Land Act
ever passed by this Parliament will be disappomted unless he finds some means of
giving them access to the centres of
civilization and to a market. They are
now 50 or 60 miles away from any railway-even 80 miles in some instancesright along the border of New South
Wales from Cape Howe to Forest Hill.
That is where some of the land is being
~aken up; but we can hardly expect a
railway there until the great cOllllecting
railway is constructed frou1 Bairnsdn,le to
Bombala, when the latter is made the
capital of Australia, as I believe it will be
some day. In the meantime, let us consider the position of shire councils in snch
a district.
One of thenl has over 600
miles of road to keep ill repair ont of a
revenne of some £3,000 a year. It is no
wonder, therefore, that they ask for assistance from tho Government, and I am glad
to learn that the Government, with the
means at their disposal, are acting generously towards them. But we require a
more comprehensive and broader policy if
this great area of valuable land is to be

of two or three of the main trunk lines of
roads, along which there is no ratepaying
property at present, which run through
this country.
I heard the suggestion
made to refer this matter to a select committee of this House, but I do not agree
I think it would
with that proposal.
be a case of "too many cooks spoiling the
broth." However, what I would suggest
to the Government is that whenever they
have in their minds the idea of purchasing
an estate such as this, which is close to a
rail way line, they might make a special
train available on some non-parliamentary
day, so that honorable members might be
able to take a run up and spend a day or
a day and a half looking at the land on
their own responsibility. That would
enable members of the House to discuss a
question of this kind with some persollal
knowledge. If we have not that personal
knowledge what can we do but accept
the statement of the Government,
backed up, as we know it to be, by
gentlemen of integrity and probity ~
I agree, as I said at the commencement of
my remarks, with the policy of closer
settlement, but I believe that that policy
has not been applied in the way I thought
it would be applied when it was first
adopted.
A great mass of people who
should be reached by a liberal land policy,
especially in connexion with closer settlement, are tbe artisans who live in the
large centres of population on their
wages, and who might have a small plot of
land to which they could devote their
time when they were out of w0rk, and in
this manner benefiJ, themselves as well
as increase the wealth of the community.
I was in favour of closer settlement ill
that respect. You want to give such a
price as would enable the land to be made
available in small areas. Providing allotments of :3 acres of land would reach
the section of the community I have referred to. 'l'hat would not only place the
people on the land and keep them there,
but would induce decentralization to a
large extent. The Government ill a
sense are committed to this transaction
which is now before the Chamber. The
valuation has been made, I think, in an
impartial way, although I do not agree
with the shiro valuation at all,
for I think it is wrong, and rotten, like
the great majority of shire valuations in
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country districts intersected by rail ways. part, I think I am almost bound, unless I
I commend the question of valuing see some good reason for objecting to
and acquiring land to the Government, the purchase of an estate, to fall in with
who, I trust, will adopt some measure any Government proposal in connexion
whereby we shall secure cheaper land than with the policy of closer settlement,
unless the purchase is manifestly wrong,
we are getting at present.
Mr. LEVIEN.-With a good deal of and appears to honorable members to
what the honorable' member who last ad- be wrong. The House has cast upon
dressed the House has said I agree: He is itself the duty of speaking out. If
favorable to the settlement on small areas honorable members who have spoken
of land of the poorer classes amongst us, against this proposal feel all they have
in the neighbourhood of large centres of said against it, it is their duty to vote
population. I think any Govcrnment against it. I may point out that this
'1.' he
might with great ad vantage engage in is not a Government question.
securing small areas of really first-class Government are not allowed to take the
land in the vicinity of large popula- responsibility of purchasing estates. '1.' he
tions, for the purpose of settling even responsibility in the matter is cast on this
poorer classes than the honorable member House, and if honorable membcrs know
has indicated. I refer to workmen who that a purchase is a bad one they should
have to rent houses. .It would be of great not only speak against it, but vote against
advantage to these people if an acre or two it. It is their duty to do so.
Mr. FOSTER.-I forgot that land of the
of land could be provided for them in the
vicinity of the cities. I would, ho,vever, Council of Agricultural Education.
Mr. LEVIEN.-Private members are at
point out that the honorable member
was in a Government which enjoyed a disadvantage, with regard to information
the confidence· of thir;; House aad the as to the number of estates, and the
country for a great number of years. localities of the estatps, which were
'rhat Government only had to speak, offered to the Government. I have no
the House followed, and yet that Govern- doubt that very many offers were made.
ment lost their opportunity of doing this I know of no other estates lllyself that
good. ·We in opposition protested, and were under offer to the Government, but
tried to make the Government do this we have been told that the nurnber under
good thing for the country. The Govern- offer was considerable. The Minister of
ment had an Act passed which the honor- Lands, who can only have one desirc, and
able member says has been u. failure, and that is the desire to do right, says that
the honorable mem bel' for Donald and this is the best cstate to be got.
Swan Hill said the same thing. Of course The honorable member for Pol warth
it was a failure, for the Government which indorses that, so far as his knowledge of
passed that Act had an estate under offcr the estate goes, but I do not quite see the
for over a year, and they allowed that weight of his observations, because he
Act to be a perfectly dead letter. I The c~nnot know what llumberof estates have
Goverllment had not the wit. and sense to been under bffer, and their relative merits.
take that estate. 'rhey allowcd a syndi- He is content, I conclude, to uphold the purcate to do so, and the S}'lldicate scoope rl in chase. He tells UI::) frankly enough that the
£20,000. It is all very well to be in the climate is a little too dry. However, if
corner fillding fault.
you are going in for the closor settlement
:Mr. Fos'l'EH.-It's nice to be in the syn- policy you can do nothing but take the
dicate.
best land you can get. If the people who
1fr. LEVIEN.--It is qnite easy to find take up this land have to give a little
fault, but I am a little asconishecl that the more than they would in the open market,
honorable member should hn,ve gone out they can afford to do so, for they know
of his way to condemn the actions and the that they have a long time in which to
policy of the Government of which he was pay for it, and are chal'~ed a very low rate
. of interest. So fur as the proposal now
so long a mem ber.
¥r. FOSTER.-The honorable member is before the Chamber is concerued, I shall
wrong. I did not condemn the pulicy.
on this occasion follow the Ministry. I
Mr. LEVIEN.-vYe all realize that it is know this estate pretty well, for I havc
very difficult for a Government to secure been over it, though it is very many years
eligible land at fair prices. That i~ ad- ago. J have, however, a very fail' knowmitted. It i~ difficult.
For my own ledge of it. There is some excellent land
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in it, and t:lomc which is not so good. It
is deficient in drainage, bnt not fatally so.
There is a good rainfall, but the laud
would be worth a great deal more if
it were 20 or 30 miles further south,
because, as Mr. Baker tells us, the
rainfall further south i::; much heavier.
A proposal was made by the honorable
member for Warrnambool that this embject should be referred to a committee. I
do not say that I would not support that
proposal, but I do not sec that we
should entertain it at present. First of
all, honorable members have not time to
attend to this' committee, as honorable
members know who arc serving on 'other
committees, and who are unable t(i) attend
to their duties to their own satisfaction.
We have not the time to do it. The
Minister of Lands has all the advice at his
command which he could get, and upon
which he could act, and he is the person
who ought to be qualified from the evidence that he can obtain to decide as to
which is the best estate to purchase. SOlne
honorable members will insist on being
experts on every conceivable subject. VV c
have Collins-street farmers, who are
farmers on paper, and who can show to
their own satisfaction how to make a great
fortune at farming. It would not be difficult, if you took the case of any vegeta,ble,
to show on paper that an immense fortune
was at the command of any man who
would prosecute the busiue8s of producing
that on this laud. I am not favorable
to a committee, but when that question
comes up we can discuss it. rrhc honorable
member for Korong has talien except.ion
to valuers from the north makiug valuations in the south. I do not know why a
man, because he happens to have lived in
the north, should not be qualified to
value land in the south, alld vice veTSU.
Providing he is a qualified vaIner, the fact
of ,,,hether he lives in the north or thp,
south does not disqualify him. He may
have a knowledge of the country, and as
good a kllowledge of the value of land
in the district. as if he had been resident
there a long time. The honorable member
for Koroug, however, is an expert in these
matters. He said that land 011 which
there are big trees mnst be good land. I
am not a land expert, but I am expert
enough to know that this statement is not
in accord with my cxperience. He tells
us that the bigger the trees the better the
land. I suppose that land all which there
were no trees would be worthless.
Mr . .l.u·il!.n.
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Mr. DUGGAN.-In that case there would
be a lot of bad land in his own electorate.
Mr. LEVIEN.-It is notorious to those
who have any bush experience that hig
trees are not evidence of good land. 1
know of hundreds of thousands of acres of
very bad land which has very large trees
upon it. One honorable member-I think
it was the honorable member for Korongspoke of extending the Mount Morine lint'
into the forest, and in that way get
good land for settlement. 'Ve, howeyer, have the Railways ComnJittee, and
that body has been unwilling to reC0111mend that, nor has any recommendation
to that effect been made by the Ministers.
I think they might. do so with very great
adyantage. But Home was not huilt in a
day, and there is no use doing what the
honorable mem bel' suggersted until the
people are ready to take up tho land.
People who take up this kind of land n.re
enc01l1 passed ,vith Cnormous difficultie~
in clearing the land and turning it to
account. Our fault in t.ho past is that
we have opened up land perhaps a little
too extensiyely and rapidly.
ln the
malice we find the people crying out for
water, and for other things. If settlement had been kept 11)ore under control,
and if ){inisters had put down their foot.
when they should haye done, many of
these difficulties would have been avoided.
But pressure has h.een hrought to bear,
and Ministers have no backbone. That remark applies to all Ministries, for they all
submit to pressure against their better
judgment. No doubt we have good Crmnl
lands, bnt the class of men who would go
on the land now under consideration are
HOt the class who would go on the Crown
lanch.; where the advantages are not so
great, and the returns not so immediate.
The class of men who wonld go on this
land are the men who could command
perhaps a few hundreds of pounds, and
who arc a very eligible and desirable class.
It is no use talking as the honorable member for Gippsland East did of sending Oil t
artisans and making them farmers, without knowledge and without funds. Yon
might as well talk about seucling farmcl's
into the cities and making shoemakers awl
tinkers of them. ", e have the ~Iinister's
assnrance that this land will be taken up
very largely by people ncar .the locality.
I am going to hold the :Minister to that.
I wput ont of my way to interview :1\11'.
McLean when he was Premier, and ask
him whether he "'as pursuing a proper
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The
course in taking up the 'Valmer Estate, way in which they are doing.
and he assured mo that every inch of the honorable member for Douald and Swan
laud would be taken up by local people, Hill appareutly wants to grab this land,
who understood what they would be doing, whieh brings in twice the revenue now
and that they had written hiro to that that it ever did when under the Crown,
effect,although that did not amount to their and put it to something which he thinks
legally committing themsel vos to do so. will be a better urse. He says that fourlt was, however, strong evidence that the teen years' le,lse is not snfticient, and I
land would be taken up locally. I said- asked him what time he would suggest,
"If that is so, I have not a word to say," but he was unable to say. However, he
because while I may advocate purchasing drow attention to tho fact, that there is
the best land, I do not care if the land is still on the hands of the G·ovcrnmellt
poor so long as it will be taken up when ] 40,000 acres of what he said was excelit is subdivided.
That will hold good lent land, and 2:30,000 acres, 1 think he
as much in a dry district as in a wet said, of land of the second c1a~s. 'VeIl
one, though I believe, so far as dairy- then, let the Governmeut and the honoring is concerned, that the better the able member nse their and his efforts to
land and the higher the price, the turn to the best account the land which
greater a man's sllccess will be. is still under the Crown, and not upon
rrhe honorable member for Donald and every occasion seck to discredit a body of
Swan Hill-who on every occasion, no gentlemen who are appointed by law, and
matter what subject is under discussioll, who, I venture to say, at great personal
seems to have a bee in his bonnet with iuconYenience, and with no fee that call be
regard to some lands that the Council of regarded as a fee, but for something which
Agricultural Education has under its con- is very small, for attending to these
trol for thl: time being-referred to Pental matters, are doing excellent work, and
Island. He wants to get possession of turning to the yery best aCCollllt the lands
that. I do not know why. The Govertl- at their disposal. Some honorable meUlment had possession of it for pretty ber spoke of the ~fount Sabine land,
well half-a-century, and since the Council but we have it on the authority
of Agricultural Education has had pos- of the honorable member for Pol warth,
session of it it has been improved in the that up to the presont, at any rate, it
directlOll of getting off some of tho flood
cOllld not bo turned to any profitable
waters; and the revenue \V hich it, and in account. I may inform him and the
fact all the land under the contnll of the House that about two or thrc'e months ago
Council of Agricultural Education has the COllllcil of Agricllltlm.l1 Education
yielded, is <1, great deal more than double decided that now the rail way has been exthe revenue that ever came from it when tended almost to it, they will make availthe State had possession.
able for settlement, upon the best terms
Mr. DUGGAN. - "\Vhel'e will Pen tal I~land they can offer, all the front part facing
and Beveridge Island be if the Tooley bue the Apollo Bay-road, leaving the magwater scheme be carried out?
nificent timber country at the back, to
Mr. LEVIEN.-I do not know. Is it which the hOllorable member reierred, to
suggested that they would be removed?
be developed a little later Oll. There is
Mr. DUGGAN.-rrIley will be submerged. a magnificent belt of timber there; ill
}Ir. LEVIEN.-I am told that the land fact, there. is nothing finer in Australia,
there will be indispensable for the succes::;- but until there is some means of getting
ful cn,rryil.lg. out of some water sehome, it out, and until people want it, there is
about which I have no precise knowledge, no nse to destroy it. As it stands, it is
but it will be very urnvise to alienate really of greater value, hut until the railin any way land which must be bought way was made into that country nothing
back by Parliament some day or could be done with the land. It has,
other. Fortunately wo shall want an however, now been made available. I
Act of Parlialllent before we can take land scarcely like intruding t.his matt.er on the
away from the Council of Agricultural House at the present moment, but it is
Education,who are doing their work not altogetheL' out of 'place, and referellee
excellently. If honorable members would has been made during the debate to the
investigate the doings of the cf)lll1cil, and . conncil, and I wish to say that the council
the result of their labours, they would has a large tract of similar land, called the
not speak of it and its work ill the Lightwood H.eserve, in Gippsland. Some
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ten years ago the council let that land
almost at a peppercorn rental.
Mr. BENT.-It is not a bad piece of laud.
Mr. LEVIEN.-It is a rnagnificient piece
of land, worth £20 an acre when cleared.
The council. had no money to expend on
clearing it ; they had already spent money
on clearing land which turned out to be
highly profitable, so they leased this land
at a peppercorn rental, and when in t·en
or twenty years' time it falls into the
hands of the council again it will be most
valuable. The same thing a!Jplies to
some portions of land at Mount Sabine,
although t·he land there is not quite so
good. Reference has been made to some
drains which were made by the present
owner of the land whose purchase we are
now c<tmsidering, and it has been said that
in some cases those drains are silted up.
I would suggest to the Minister that some
provision should be inserted in the terms
of sale to the effect that the purchasers
shall have the power to constitute themselves a trust for the purpose of keeping
these drains clear. It will not be a big
thing, but that is no reason why it should
nIDt be attended to. The purchasers will
then understand that the obligation to
keep these drains clear and to open them
up shall be upon themselves. The cost
will be insignificant in itself, but all will
be well so long as they have the organizatiOll to do it.. The policy which should be
pursued should be the one of "Stand ont
of my light.," and the Government need
not interfere. The hon:m:tble member for
Ripon and Hampden referred to the
subject of planting' this land with
trees. I think tht) Government will
do wrong if they impose any obligation upon the settlers to plant
trees.
The settlers will,' and call,
I say againlook after themselves.
"Stand out of my light."
Do not
hamper them in allY way.
Let them
take the obligat.ions upon themselves.
The hOllorable member referred to the
boxthorn. I thillk that is one of the
best things they could plant for that
district. It thrives exceedingly well on
the plaim, aud I know of no shrub which
is so good for shelter or so easily raised
as the boxthorn.
Mr. J. \V. MASON.-It is a harbor for
sparrows.
Mr. LEVIEN.-That lllay be so; but
we shall haye SpalTO\V legislation: and
abolish them all by Act of Parliament.
The sugal' gum, \\'hich is very inexpensive,
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might also be planted there with very
great advantage. The honorable m.ember
for Gippsland East referred to the question of settling the right class of people
on these lands. I strongly object, in the
name of my constituents (and I think I
may claim to do so on behalf of the people
of this country), to a number of gentlemen, against whom I do not want to say
one word, doing what they have no right
to do in my judgment, and attempting to
discrimii1ate between purchasers of land.
The only question should be, are the purchasers going to fulfil the conditions 1
The Minister, of course, sets out that
applicants shall not be possessed of more
than a certain amount of land already.
r:rhat I do not object to; but to discriminate between applicants, where there are
many, as to who is to get this or that
piece of land seems to me to be a
perfect outrage on decency.
Is a man
to be asked what sort of life he has led,
whom he has slept with the night before,
and whom, he proposes to sleep with next
night, whether he has kissed another man's
wife or not, how many children he has,
and so 011 ~ Such questions are a perfect
outrage. Let the laud be open to everybody, and then the (lnly method of dealing
\vith it where there are a number of applicants is by lot. I do not think a single
man would be dissa,tisfied with that, but
by attempting to discriminate where there
are 500 applicants, you send away 499
dissatisfied and miserable men. No man
can object to selection by lot. Yon want
these lands to be purchased and the mouey
to be paid; you do not want to distribute
them as a matter of charity.
There are
certain conditions which I do not object to,
but to discriminate between applicants is
wrong. You eannot possibly find out who
is the most reputable, and if you could, it
would not be right. Still the bO":l.rd cannot decide that point, and in all these
cases where there is more tluUl one applicant the land should be the subject of lot.
I feel very strongly on that, and always
ha,ve done so, because I feel sure justice is
not done, although the board may be
actuated hy the best of intentions, and
Illay try to do justice, unGler the system
of discriminating hetween applicants.
The board simply cannot do it properly
from the circumstances surrounding
them.
As to the estates being near
market, it is impossible to get the land
neal' market in large areas.
That
would only apply to the settlement, to
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which the honorable member for Gipps- ground for them to Ii ve on and keep their
land East referred, of the smaller pur- stock OIl, for in some districts wet seasons
chases. There is one point to which I will come in the future as they have in
would direet the attention of the Minister the past, and that system will simply end
particu1n.rly. It has been pointed out in disaster. ""\V"hile driving from Pirron
that this land should be so subdivided as Yallock to Corrunun I saw a flat there on
to em hrace a considerable area of poor as the Messrs. Robertson's laud which is dry
well as rich land. ·What is most im- now, bnt which I am assured was under
portant is that Y0U should have the val ua- water for two or three years, almost
tions relatively more accurate, because I . to the top of the fencp-s.
l'he1'e is
have some misgivings that we shall find I some 2,000 acres of it, and it would be
ourselves after a few years, if this estate- manifestly unfair to lead settlers into a
purchasing goes on-and I hope it \vill- trap of that kind, 01' to give them
landed with the residues of several estates only a small area. That 2,000 a-cres of
that are not worth anything like the price land that was almost useless, and under
put upon them. They should be cleaned water, was not a seriolls blot on a large
up once for all.
estate, but it would completely ruin the
Mr. DUGGAN.-We have power byauc· land-holders upon it if it was cut up into
tion to do that after a certain time. There small blocks. It would be a great mistake
is power in the exiRting Act, but the period to caop up that country if the land is not
is tGO long.
too good, but if the land. is very good you
Mr. LEVIEN.-That power should be cannot cut it up too small. Such very good
exercised, and if we have a loss it will be a lands, however, are exceptional. They do
good means of ascertaining whether the not come nnder onr observation for dealing
valuers are valuing properly. We have with very often, unfortunately. I wish
had· evidence of cases where the applicants they Clid, because you cannot go wrong if
have been 20 or 30 or 40 deep, while in you buy good land. If the land isessentially
others the allotments have not been first class, I do not care what the Governapplied for at all. If the values were mentor the purchasersgive, everyoneof the
better and more evenly distributed there settlers will succeed without a single ex·
would not be that rush for one particular ception.
That this place has drawbacks,
piece of land that there is. If one piece we all agree, but is there a single place 01'
has certain advantages over another it a single paddock without drawbacks 1 Is
should be valued higher, and if that there even a portion of a paddock without
power is in the law of cleaning up these drawbacks 1 I say that while this estate
estates it should be exercised. I should is not all that we could wish, we are bound
like in the Bill, when it is introduced, to accept it. It will be argued that we
to see power taken for a man to cannot get estates without compulsory
purchase, say, £2,000 worth of land, purchase j but while we are uuder the
because you cannot expect to have any- present Act, I say that we are bound to
thing like a flourishing home 01' the pro- support this and every proposal which is
duction of butter or meat or whatever you reasonable. I think that, as matters are,
may produce on these places, unless yon perhaps the best thing we can do is to
give a fair-sized area. It should be follow the Government in their proposal
remembered, too, that in a very few years to purchase this estate.
the present holders will pass away, and
Mr. KEAST.-I have listened to-night
will want to divide their estates, as is the with a good deal of attention to the argupractice in France, among their children ments both for and against the proposal
or other relatives. Once you start the to buy thid estate. In hying down my
closer settlement, the system will go on, policy to the electors of Dandenong, I
but there is no need to huddle people advocated the system of closer settletogether on small areas of land which are ment right throughvut Victoria. I contoo small for a family to live on. If you sider that there is no better thing for a
were to subdivide many estates in the Government to take up than to put the
western district-I am sure the honorable people on to the land, bllt what I consider
member for Pol warth will bear me out- the most essential thing in the interests
you would find that a good deal of the of the people of this country is that the
land was wet, and it is no use, as was done people should be settled on the best land
on the swamps, to huddle people together that we can possibly get. I quite agree
on the wet places. You must have high with the Minister of Lands when he says
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he would not go as far as the Murray to
buy poor land, and I congratulate the
:Minister here to-night on the very able
manner in which he has dealt with this
estate. Some little tinw ago-honorable
members know that I was a Government
valuer" before I was elected ~-I was asked to
go down to this particular estate and give a
valuation for pm'poses of sale. At that
time the valuation I put upon that property.
wa:; £4,250 less than the valuerf:l value it at
for this present proposed purchase. I can,
however, account for that difference by the
fact that the rise in the value of land
in tha.t particular district has been fully
£1 an acre within tho last three years.
That would. therefore, bring the va.luation
which I made close up to what the Government are going to pay to-day .. I have
done a great deal of business WIth the
Colac district, and .I have endeavoured
here to-night as fairly as I c:.m to set out
what I com;ider wOllld be the return of the
different farms upon this estate when purchased. I wi::;h hOllorab]e member:; to
knuw that I have based my calcn1ations
upon the average pri~es pnid in Colac ll;1ld
the surrounding dIstrIcts fo~' the last five
yean;, and abo the a vemge pl:ice per <~cre.for
thelastfive years in that partwn1ardlstrwt.
The honorable member for Anglesey
:-.;tatea that one boast eonld be kept on
every 4 acres, and that. each beast
wOllld give a return of £7 a :re~lr, :.md
then he allowed £,1 per week to each
fanner for the expen~es of living. That,
in my opinion, is a vcry big a~110unt. rrhe
hOllorable member, however, IS llot very
consistent, because while one day he
au voca tes that each farmer should have
£4: a week, the next day he would allow
him I!O wages at all. In my own calculations I have allowed .£3 a week as the
amount req uil'ed for a man and hi:; family
to live on. Let me now elucidate the
system which I ha\'e sketched out. 1'akillg
a farm of 150 acres, let lIS suppose that
100 acres are laid down in hay. Beckoning 2 tons to the acre, that will give
200 tons, which at 308. a ton reprascnts
£300. rrhell let us suppose thllt there
~tre 10 acres of onions, which at 6 tons
to the acre will give 60 tons, representing,
at .£5 a ton r £300. There will then be
left 40 acres for cattle, a.nd reckoning 4
a.cres to one beast, that mean8 ten head of
cattle, which at £7 per head will bri.ng in
a total of £70. These returns gIve a
(yross total of £670. Against that we have
to put the cost of putting in and taking off
Mr. Keast.
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the crop of hay, which I put down at £1 5s.
an acre, or £125 for the 100 acres; cost of
putting in and taking off onions, including bags, at £9 an acre, £90; interest on

capital, £90; cost of living, at £3 a
week, £150. That gives a gross outlay
of £455, as againsl; receipts £670, leaving
a profit of £215, on that particular way
of working the farm.
Mr. 'l'OUTCIIER.-How many iuche::! of
rain do you allow?
Mr. KEAST.-I take the average rainfaU for the district, which I think is a fair
thing. Let us now take another modo of
workinO" the farm, and suppose that the
wholef:rm of 150 acres is laid down inoats.
I estimate tho yield of oats at 40 bushels
to the acre, that being about the average
yield of oats in the Colac district for the
iast five years. That gives a return of
6,000 bushels, which, at 18. 7d. per
bushel, represents £487 lOs. I estimate
that the straw on the land would be
worth £50, which brings the total return
up to .£537 lOs. I have .estimated. ~he
cost of putting in the oats and takmg
them off the land at £1 15s. all acre, 01'
a total of £262 lOs. rro that we have to
add interest 011 capital .£90, and CO!:it of
living £150, making the total £502 lOs.
Deductill;J; this from the £537 108. of gross
receipts there is a profit of .£35 for the
year. That is a very small profit I Itdmit,
but I give these figures in order to show
that the land can btl workod at a profit
after providing for interest and sinkiug
fund. Let us take another method of
usin o ' the land. Let U8 suppose that it
will ~lOt do for Algerian oats, and that it
is put down in wheaten hay. I eHtil1l~te
the yield at 2 tons per acre, wIuclt
is about the avorage of the district for the
last five years, 01:: a total of 300 tons,
which at 30s. a tOll, a fairly low price,
will give £450. The cost of taking it off
the land will be £1 ,)s. per acre, or a total
of £187 lOs.; illterest on capital, .£90;
cost of living, £150. This gives a total
cost of £427 as against receipts £450,
showing a net profit of £23. Therefore,
in whatever way the estate is worked,
it must show a profit.
Mr. McKE~zIE.-Can you get 30s. a
tOll on the place for the hay~
Mr. KEAST.-Yes. I have baserl my
estimates on the prices paid by my firm
d lll'ing the last five years.
Mr. McKENZIE.-You can get first-class
hay close to Melbourne for 30s. a ton.
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~Ir. KEAST.-I beg the honorable
member's pardon; we have had to pay
al':; much as £4 a ton.
~fr ..McKENzIE.-That may be the case
lately, but it was not so two or three
years ago.
:\Ir. KEAS'r.-There is sometimes a
hetter market for it at Colac than there
i~ in :Melbournc.
~Iy firm hal':; had to
buy thousalldH of tOllS to send to Colac.
Let us now take a smaller allotment of
7G acres, and allow £20 an acre as the
pl'iee. If 15 acres are laid down in ouions,
thi::; at 6 tons to the aero will give 90
tOll I).
At £5 per ton this represents
.£4:30. Fifteen aeres of potatoes at 3 tom;
to tho acre will gi ve 73 tOllS, and this
at £2 per ton gives £150. Two acres of
oats at 40 Imshehl per aere, aud Is. Gd
per bushel, will give a return of £60.
This lea,\'os 25 acres for grass. Heckoning
one beast to every 4 acres, and that each
co\\' I'eturns £7 a year, gives a retutn of
£4:~.
The gross retul'll from 7 G acres
uncleI' this &ystem will be £702. Against
that wo havo to put the cm;t of putting in
the onions, which at £9 pCI' acre
Hlllounts to £1:33; the cost of seed and
taking out tho pottltoes and sending them
to tho railway station, about £3 an acre,
01' a total of £73.
:JIr. LEvmx.-Ts that the cost on the
grollnd 7
:Jfr. KEAST.--Yes; except the cost of
cartage to th(.) rail way sta,tion, \V hich is
oaly 4 mile~ away. The cost of putting
ill and taking orr the 20 acres of oats, at
,£1 15s. an acre, will be £35; the cost of
tbe grass and looking after the cows, 30s.
[lor cow, £9; interest, £90; and cost of
:iving, £150. That gin's a total of £494
:.1.:-; against £702, or a profit under intem;o
cnlture of ,£208. rrherefol'e, I do not care
how you work ont this estate, it may be
dOlle at a profit, so that, as I say, I COllgmtnlat.e the Minister on picking out this
particular estate for purchase. I do not
l:my for one moment that the Government
are not payin~ the full value of the land.
I think they are; but, at the same time,
it is far better to have an estate like this
t}w,n to do as Mr. McLean did in connexion with the 'Valmer and 'Vhitfield
Estates, and purchase poor land. I could
nuver understand why the :McLean Government went to Horsham to buy an
et:;tate at all. I quite indorse the remarks
made by the honorable member for
Donald as to the lands vested in the
Council of Agricultural Education. The
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members of the Select Committee 011
Handling Grain in Bulk went the other
day to Longerenollg. 1'he late Government had abont 3,000 <lcres there which
it conld not do any good with, and yet they
went and purchased an estate of 3,000 or
4,000 acres in the same district. 'Vhere
is the sense of th:.tt 1 I intend to vote for
the proposal of the Government for the
purchase of the Eurack Estate; but, in
conclusion, I would like to say that in all
futuro settlement of the people on the
land I do not think it is necessary for
the Government to purchase land from
private people. Let us put tho people on
Ollr own Crown lands, and spend the
money in opening up traeks and roads.
If that is done, we shall have ~~ far better
and lllore prosperous scttleu.wllt than is
possible at the present time.
~rr. EvVE~ CA}IEHOX (Pol'tZand).In addressing lll,Y::lelf to this motion, I
desire to reca,ll to the mind:-; of honorable
members some relllarkl'l I mado on the
address ill reply, in which I expresHed the
hope that the Governlllcnt in dealing
with their measUl'CS wonld lJot deal with
them in a half-hearted mallnel'. This is
Ol1e direction in which I consider that we
should have no half-measures.
I feel
that in connexion with the Closer Settlement Act one of the things that militate:.;
again~t our accomplishing' the object
aimed at is that to some cxtcut it iH 11
half-measure. The principle, I believe,
was borrowed from the X cw ~ealalld Act,
but the Act in that colony is distinguished
for itH thoroug}ll~SS. The circnmstances
ullder which it was introduced were
such that suecess was aehieyed there
where it it:; . very difficult to achieve
Sllccess whell we were aimin cf at the
same object hero.
For one thing, the
conditions of the market there werc
much more favorable.
'Whell they began closer settlement in K ew Zealand
they were buying in a depressed land
market. As they proceeded with their
policy the market gradnally rose, and
there is no doubt that in New Zeahud
the system bas been a ~uccess. In the
midst of our depression here, it was the
cry of those who wished to get over the
difficulties by which we found ourselves
surrounded, that we should put the idle
hands on the idle lauds, and mallY
laudable efforts were made which did not
realize the hopes of their promoters,
notably the village settlement s:cheme.
'Ve have now made a start with the
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olo1:)er settlement principle, aud I am
familiar with three out of the four estates
which have been purchased. It happened
to have been my singular opportunity to
inspect those three estates, and I wish to
gi ve the House the benefit of that experience, and to point on t how the inflation of land values has taken place in
connexion with some estates, while others
have remained stationary. I was in:
strumental in introducing the vVando
Vale Estate to the notice of the
then Minister of Lands. I pointed out
to him that that property could be purchased at a fair price, and he negotiated
for it, with the result that the Government
ultimately secured it at £1 per acre less
than it was s()ld for fifteen years ago at
public auction. It was sold for £7 2s. 6d.
an acre fifteen years ago, and the Government got it for £6 2s. 6d. The '''almer
Estate, when I inspected it, was under
offer for lease at 2s. 6d. per acre. My
valuation of it, for leasing purposes, was
2s. 3d. per acre. The Government ultimately bought it for £3 5s. an acre. They
may have paid a little too much for it, but
very little, because ultimately, I think,
the estate will be a success. Fifteen years
ago I also inspected the vVhitfield Estate.
That was under offer then at £5 15s. an
acre, whereas the Government paid £8 lOs.
an acre for it, which I consider was £2
too much. I know of a great many properties that were in the market fifteen
years ago, and the value they have now
for grazing and fattening purposes is
not greater than it was then. In many
cases it is less than it' was fifteen years
ago.
There were no oircumstances
that I know of that could lead to such an
appreciation in the va.lnation of the
'Vhitfield Estate except the building of
the railway from 'Vangaratta to the King
River valley. 'Vhile there has been this
appreciation in the ease of this particular
estate, there are other estates that have
shown no appreciation. As I say, I consider that the Government paid £2 an
acre too much for the Whitfield Estate.
If we dissociate the Eurack Estate from
tho dairying industry, I think it will be
found that the real value of the estate has
not been appreciated, and that as a matter
of fact in purchasing the estate the Government has not only purahased the interest
of the vendors, but also the labour of tho~e
who are going to farm this land a.s well.
Mr. Chirnside has no particular lien on
that. I submit that the Government are
Mr. Ewen Oameron.
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not act.ing wisely by giving at any time
more tban the actual market value of
land. The honorable mem.ber for Polwarth could not be drawn into saying
whether the land is worth the money asked
for it. 11 he1'e is no need to go into calculations as to how many bushels of wheat,
or how many bags of onions the land will
produce, or how many cows it will carry.
These are things beside the question.
The question is whether the Government
is going into the market and buying land
for what it is worth, to retail it under the
conditions of the closer settlement law, to
men who are going to make a living on it,
and pay the principal and interest. If the
Government are going to give more for
land than it is worth, what benefit wiil
they be conferring on the people who pnrchase it? Other properties are going ill to
the market. There are Mnntham and
Tahara for instance.
Mr. DUGGAN.-I offered £14 an acre for
Tahara.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Portland).In the case of the Eurack Estate the Government are apparently going to ask the
people to give more for the property than
it is worth, while people are buying
land in the open market at public auction.
If the Government adopt the principle
of paying more for the land than it is
worth, they will probably spoil the market for themselves, and the evil will
operate in two ways. The Government
are anxious to settle the Crown lands,
whilst at the same time they are depreciating the value of them and appreciating
the value of private land. If the Government are going to compete with private
buyers in the purchase of agricultural
lands, ::.md then place these lands on the
market as against their o\vn Crown lands,
how are they going to get the Crown lands
occupied? If the l}overnment are going
to give a fictitious value for land, they
will al ways be asked for a fiGtitiolls value.
That is one of the reasons why I am going
to vote against this proposal.
I am
thoroughly convinced the Government is
going to pay too n:J.llch for the property.
The Government, whilst they have a great
deal of land to sell, are also purchasers of
land. That reminds me of a stock- buyer
who went to New South 'Vales and bought
an immense number of sheep that he
took to the western district. He inflated the New South Wales market,
depressed his own market, and in the
end wrought destruction upon himself.
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There is another feature that I ,,'ould like discovered that the rich land could be
to point out. ,Yo are a heavy bOrt'0willg better used in dairying than in fattening
community, and whon estimating the assets stock. The appreciation of this estate is
which we have to offer to our creditors in due to the fact that it is to be put to
England, the unalienated landsare set down dairying. Land throughout the Colac
as worth so many millions, and are looked district has appreciated owing to dairying
upon as a valuable asset. This must seem being such a great success. III estimating
ridiculous in the eyes of our creditors, the value of this estate, I think those who
assuming that they are con versant with the \ vt\lued it at ten gt.lineas an acre have taken
fact that we are buying back lands from the into consideration the value of the fingers
people to whom we sold them, whilst at the and thumbs of those who are going to
same time we have a lot of Crown lands milk the cows. I think that as far as
unoccupied. It 'will be hard for them to possible the Government should declille to
reconcile the fact that we have so much land purchase any estate, exoept at; the market
I am told by some honorable
unoccupied, and yet are borrowing money value.
to buy back alienated lands.
members that it would be impossible for
Mr. DUGGAN.-That is not so; we are the Government to obtain an estate at its
not borrowing the money.
true market value.
. Mr. McKENZIE.-A former Government
Mr. E WEN CAMERON (Portla.nd).-Are
these lands not paid for by borrowed money? refused to purchase the Heyfield Estate.
Mr. DUGGAN.-No.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Portland).Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Portland).- It never had the opportunity of acquiring
it. Th\l.t estate had to be realized by
How then?
Mr. DUGGAN.-I will tell the honorable trustees. Mr. Best, who was then Minister of Lands, was blamed for not buying
member later on.
Mr. McKENZIE.-It must be borrowed it; but he nevor had the opportunity of
money. St.ocks are borrowed money.
buying it.
Mr. EWrEN CAMERON (Portland).Mr. McKENZIE.-Then he did not tell
Government debentures are borrowed the truth on the floor of the Hous~.
money, and I see by the contract that some
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Portland).£20,lJOO of the purchase money is to be The Government cannot buy at public
taken by the vendor in Government secUl'i- auction, and the trustees c6uld llOt sell
ties. I am not going into the details of this privately.
transaction, but if you can get the vendors
Mr. LEvlEN.-·But that estate was sold
to take Government securities and share in privately.
the risk, it is a sound principle. That is a
Mr. EvVEN CAMERON (Portland).principle that worked admirably when the It was put np to pu blic auction first.
Government of Prussia resumed a large
Mr. McKENZIE -The Gov'ernment had
area of land. They compelled the owners the same opportunity of buying it as the
to take Government debentures at 25 syndicate had.
Mr. E\VEN CAMERON (Portland).-I
times the annual purchase money. 'Ve
are not far enough advanced to do that had the informatioll from Mr. Best himself
here, because we have not yet arrived at that the conditions precluded him from
the stage of compulsory resumption. In purohasing it. [have simply risen to prothe meantime, I would point out that by test against the Government purchasing
our efforts in increasing production, and an estate at more than its market value;
in introducing dairy farming as it is more than it wou~d bring in the open
on-for it
is due market; more th:tn Mr. Chirnside could
now carried
to the Governments of Victoria that dairy- get for it by cutting it up himself. When
ing is now the success it is, because the I feel convinced that the Government are
Government introduced technical instruc- paying too much for any e~tate, I think
tion here at the time of the great exhibi·· it my duty to say so, and protest against
tion, and demonstrated that dairying could a burden being inflicteQ. for something like
be made a success-we have increased 30 years on the peo!iJle who are going to
the value of our cvuntry lands. It was work the land in the interests of the landnot until dairying was absolutely demon- owner.
strated to be a thorough snccess that any
Dr. McINERNEY.--I simply rise to
of the large land-owners took any intsl'est call attention to a re1nark made by the honin it. It was not till then that we had orable member for Numurkah, in which he
the Dairymen's Association. It was soon censured the Minister of Lands, sa-ying,
Se.~sion
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that he had spoiled the sale of the 'Vhitfield
Estate by allowing cattle to be grazed
ou it before it had been thrown open for
ISU bdivisional sale.
rrhen the honorable
member referred to the fact that after a
bnshfire other cattle were placed on theland.
I submitted a request to the Minister of
Lands on behalf of some of the farmers of
the district for permission to allow their
cattle to be placed on the land, but that
was after portions of the estate had been
taken up. It was not, as the honorable
member for :IS" umurkah stated, before the
lalld was offered to the public. In the
next place, the people of that district sent
a deputation to the :Minister of Lands. I
accompanied the deputation, and indorsed
their suggestion to the Minister, aHd
therefore 1 must accept the responsibility
of having urged the Minister to allow
these cattle to be grazed on the estate. I
warmly indorse what the Minister of Landl::l
did on that occasion. He acted quite
properly. One of the fiercer:;t bush fires
ever seen in Victoria raged in that district
down to the Boggy Creek. rrhere were
thirteen homesteads along that creck, and
everyone was burned, and, with the exception of half· a-dozen head of cattle,
every beal::lt wal::l also burned. One farmer
that I vil::lited had only one cow left. Every
house was destroyed.
The Minister
granted the request on condition .that the
cattle should be removed at any time
when he desired it. If anyone had offered
to take up the land the cattle could have
been removed. The honorable member
said it was due to the grasl::l being eaten
(lown that tho sale of the land was spoiled,
and the people in his district said there was
no grass left on the property. As a matter
of fact, there was abundance of grass on it.
To say th~t because the grass was SOHl.ewhat eaten the sale was spoiled waR
really too absurd. It is a wild statement.
On behalf of my cOllstituents, I return
thanks to the MinisteJ.· of Lands for his
conduct on that occasion. I have n0
hesitation in saying that no reasonable
person would believe that turning some
cattle Oll to the land for a month would
render the land of no value.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Thereis an old adage
which says, "When doetor~ disagree, who
shall decide~" We have had a lot of information, expert and otherwise, concerning the
value of this particular estate. When one
is in doubt, as I am, as to the value of this
estate and the wisdom of purchasing it,
one must be guided by expert opinion.
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The reputation of the valuers is at stake
in this matter, and their opinion is that
the land is worth the money that the
Government is going to pay for it. I no
not rise to deal with that particular question, but rather to take exception to some
remarks made by the honorable member
for Dandenong when he said that the
Government should always buy land at a
very high price, instancing that the Walmer
Estate had been a failure, through the low
price, while he stated that land of a
high price had been a success. The honorable member rather contradicted himself, for he pointed ont that he did not
agree with the purchase of the 'Whitfield
Estate.
Now that is the highest-priced
land so far purchased, and that has been
afailure, while tho 'Walmer Estate, in comparison, has been a snccess. On the
plains to the south· east and south-west of
Ararat, extending to Hamilton, there is
very valuable wheat land-land that will
produce si:x: bags of wheat to the acre, and
has yielded from sixteen to eighteen bags
of oats. At present there is an estate
being cut up there-un estate that was
offered to the :McLean Government-alld
settled by farmers from the ~lallee, the
owner receiving lOs. per acre per annum.
The land is retained by the settlers for
only three years, after which they take up
t heir beds and walk. 1.'hat of course does
not lead to closer settlement The Greenvale Estate, that I am now referring to, was
offered to the Government for £3 an acre.
There were estates offered at £2 12s. 6d.
pel' acre which have since been privately
klold for £3 per acre, and farmers ill that
particular district have received gold
medals from Paris and many other placeg,
for the wheat they have exhibited, thus
showing that good whea.t may be grown
on comparatively cheap land, land that
could be bought and people settled on it
at about £3 per acre. But we must also
take into consideration the economic
valne of closer settlement to the community in general. 'N e have not only to
consider the mere price per acre, but to
remember that the purchasing of this
land will settle many f9.milies-and the
more the better for the country-that this
closer settlement will make our railways.
pay, that it will mean more consumption,
which will be better for the country
towns, and that it will add to the wealth
of the metropolis and the whole country,
directly and indirectly. I feel that I
must be guided by the opinions expressed
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by the Government v2\,luers, aud although
I have heard a great many persons outside SLl,y that the Government is going t.o
pay sufficient for this land, still. I think
we must also bear in mind that the
system of closer settlement is a good and
a wise system in the interests of the whole
State, and that the Minister of Lands is
heart and son 1ill this movement, trying to
do his best for the country. After the
reports of the vtl,luers employed by the
Government, and the statements we have
heard from honorable members who have
been over the land, and know it best, I
think we are justified in coming to the
conclusion that this scheme will not be
the failure that is predicted by some
persons outside, and therefore I shall
support the proposal.
Mr. W AHDE. - In considering this
most important question, affecting a
vital principle with ,vhich the whole
community has undoubtedly been in
sympathy for many years past, the great
difficulty is to arrive at a conclusion as to
whether a proper value is proposed to be
paid for the land now offered to the
Gove1'llment. As to the principle of
closer settlement only one opinion has
been expressed in the course of this
Every honorable member who
debate.
has spoken on the subject has recognised
that the closer settlement of land now
used as sheep or cattle runs will be the
means of increasing the output of the
natural products of the country, thereby
augmenting our railway traffic, increasing
employment, and eventually leading to
the greater prosperity of the whole community. That is a point on which we all
agree. The next thing is to find suitable areas of land on ·which settlers may
be placed with advantage to themselves
and to the country at large. I think it
will be admitted by honorable members
all round the chamber that many of the
early failures in conllexion with our lalld
.settlement were caused by selectors having
too large an area of land to work
successfully.
The principle now introduced of the Government buying
land
that is fairly well cleared
and giving people the opportunity of
taking up portions of that IH,nd and
making a living thereon is likely to start
those settlers 011 the road to a prosperolls
and successful career, if the land on which
they are placed is not overpaid for at the
inception of the scheme. Those are the
main principles to be observed in dealing

1001.]

ElU'(('ck

Estate.

with this question. I do not agree with
the honorable member for Delatite that
it is not advisable to put on this land
men who hayo ways and moans of getting
on the bud themsel ves, without Government assistance, and making a competem.ce.
I think that one of the great wants which
this community has experienced in very
recent years, and which has caused many
of our farmers to go over to Riverilla, is
the fact ihat there was not sufficient
landavailable in Victoria for young farmers
who were brought up in this State. Now,
if there is land available on which the
farmers may place their sons and thus give
them an opportunity of becoming succe:::iSful farmers themselves, I, as a .town
representative, am prepared to exten.d to
the sons of our farmers those opportunities
of bettering themselves, in the hope thai
they will be prepared to extend to the
artisans of our cities and towns equivalent
.opportunities of bettering' themselves.
The placing of artisans on large areas of
land in country districts is 110t likely to be
fraught with the same success as their
settlement on slllaller arcas of land
in the vicinity of large poplllatiQlls.
I. am not prepared to !:lay whether
the land in the :Jloreland district is
particularly suitable for the purpose,
but I do think that placing artisans on
small homestead blocks llear large populations, where the settlers can work when
they have not got employment, is likely
to be more successful than placing those
men on In.rge blocks of land in the
country, soeing tha.t moss of them have
not the necessary knowledge to \york large
blocks of land with success.
:Mr. DUGGAN. -And have not the necessary capital.
·:Mr. 'VARHK-Quite so. In the GOlU':SC
of this debate there have been various
valuations of the land on thit;EllrackEstato
submitt.ed for our consideration. Fil'Ht,
we had tho valuation of the Minister of
Lands, who, from his avocation and experience, should be a competent judge of
the value of land. Then we have had
valuations furnished by gentlemen who
are highly recommended by those who
know them. But as against those valuations we have- the faat that the honorable
member for Pol warth has shown U8, in the
course of his thoroughly conscielltiouk)
speech, that he was not prepared, even in
.answer to an interjection, to say that this
land is worth the money that is being asked
for it.
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Mr. FOSTER.-He sa.id he was not.
Mr. ",TARDE.-rrhat fact struck me
very forcibly, and I think it is 011e that
every honorable member should bear in
mind in considering this question. It has
been currently rumoured-I have heard
it in the lobbies of this chamber-that the
land on the Eurack Estate is not worth
more than £8 lOs. per acre. The muni<:ipal valuer has set it down at £6 per
acre.
Mr. FORREsT.-That is for the wh(l)le
estate, but the Government are offered
the best portion of the estate.
Mr. WARDE.-But allowing for a considerable increase on that valuation, even
supposing that the municipal valuer has
undervalued it by £2 per acre, tho valuation of the land still falls far short of the
.amount the Minister of Lands is prepared
to pay for it on behalf of the State. I
can understand the honorable member for
Polwal'th being anxious to have a community of 250 souls brought into hi~
district, because this settlement will add
to the value of the lalld in that part of
Victoria, and yet the honorable member
had the honesty not to recommend Parliament to pay the price asked for. I am
not satisfied that more is not going to be
paid for this land tha,l) it is worth. I
believe that if the Minister gi yes the price
he is prepared to pay for the property the
men who settle on this land will eventually have to pay back every copper of
the excess valuation, with intorest, out of
their own hard labour, and therefore I am
not prepared to vote for the consummation
of the bargain which the Minister has
submitted to us. I will go further, and
say that if there are Crown lands of first,
second, or third class suitable for settlement, they should be made available .. If
I:!uch lands are too heavily timbered to
put settlers 011 at the present time, why
do not the Government set the unemployed to work at clearing those lands, and
charge the cost to the settlers, together
with a reasonable rate of interest ~ Of
course the Government should not pay
more than an honest price, which those
who are best able to judge as to the cost
,of clearing might fix. That, it seems to
me, would be a most business-like way
·of proceeding. I am certainly not prepared to vote for the payment of £10 lOs.
,per acre for the Eurack Estate while we
have thousands of acres of first-class land
on which our people could be settled
under the conditions I have mentioned.
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Mr. DOWNvVARD.-When the measure
which became the present Act was under
consideration in this Chamber, it was
generally recognised that one of the
greatest difficulties in the way of closer
settlement was the purchasing of suita.ble
land. In theory the proposal for closer
settlement was acknowledged to be an
excellent one. It ,vas recognised that if
we had closer settlement it would certainly result in our railway system paying
better, and that the true interests of the
count.ry would be served by acquiring
lands under conditions that would enable
the State to afford facilities for the ~ettle
ment of men, with perhaps only a little
capital but with sufficient oxperience to
make a success of their undertakings. The
only misgiving I had when that measure
was before the House was this very difficulty of obtaining land for closer settlement. If it is desired to give effect to
the present proposal, I believe that the
Government will not be able to obtain
suitable land on better terms than those
on which this Eurack Estate is now
offered to the Minister of Lands. I believe
that in every instance in which a purchase
of land is made on behalf of the State, not
only a full price, but something more than
the real value of the land, will have to
be paid by the State. That is the reason
why I would never entertain for a moment
the proposal for the compulsory purchase
of land. I knew that its adoption would
involve the country in paying far more
than the real value of the land purchased
on behalf of the State.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Ten per cent. in addition to the value of the land, which is
certainly not the case in this instance.
Mr. DOWNWARD.-I was afraid that
that would perhaps result in the failure
of the scheme. It was thought that the
Government would be able to purchase
land at its actual value, bnt we find that
in this, as in every other country, land of
good quality will alwH,Ys command the
uttermost farthing of its value. Except
in a few very rare instances, we never find
anyone under the necessity of making
a sacrifice in selling land of really good
quality.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Give a man a good farm
and it will last him all his life-time.
Mr. DOWNWARD.-Yes. Therefore, it
follo\,\'s, almost as sure as night follows
day, that if Parliament is going to give
effect to any proposal for closer settlement
Parliament must be prepared to pay the
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outside value of any good land which is
purchased for that plll'pose, and must
trust to those who take up the land
to regard the terms offered by the Government: with the credit given to them, as
sufficient inducement for them to apply
for the land. We can see from this debate
that it is almost Impossible for us to arrive
at a really close estimate of the value of
land. This naturally follows, because land
is of very unequal quality. Land varies
greatly within a distance of a few miles.
In my electorate there is land which, if
you look over an expanse of, perhaps, 2
or 3 miles, seems to be all black soil of
equal quality, and yet when those paddocks
are let or sold we find experienced men,
who know the land well, ready to give
nearly twice as much for a paddock on one
side of the road as they a~'e willing to offer
for a paddock \V hich is apparently of equal
quality on the other side of the road. Now,
in the Eurack Estate, like the previous
estates purchased by the State, ,ve find a
certain percentage of land of inferior
quality. A~other difficulty presents itself
in cutting np the land, because the good
quality land is in one part of the estate,
and the inferior quaJity of land in anotller
part of the estate. Consequently it is
impossible to put a bit of the good la.nd
. along with a portion of the inferior
land in the case of each allotment.
That could only be done by compelling
each bnyer to take blocks of hUld that are
not contiguous. Therefore, the result
in regard to this proposal will no don bt
be the same as in c0I111exion with the
previous estates purchased and resold by
the Government for the purpose of closer
settlement, namely, that the good land
will be applied for by a large number of
applicants, and the more worthless portions
of the estate will remain on the hands of the
Government, and have to be subsequently
sold by auction for what they will fetch.
The real question we have to decide is
not whether we are giving more than the
actual value of this land, for I fully expect
that we must do that, but whether we are
giving verymuch more than the full value.
There is some information I would like to
have seen furnished by the Mini~tcr of
Lands which does not appear in the
reports of the valuators, and that is, what
has been the average number of sheep
or stock of any kind that this land
has carried during the last five or six
years 1
Mr. DUGGAN.-Two sheep to t.he acre.
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Mr. DOWNWARD.-It is said that
the land will carry that number of sheep
to the acre, but there is no evidence to
show that it has been actually carrying
that number for the last five or six years.
We know when stock is removed from
one portion of an estate to another it is
sometimes a difficult matter for the owner
of that estate to tell exactly what number
of stock any particular portion of his
country carries.
However, I am quite
willing to accept the evidence of the
number of sheep as evidence of the value
of the land. I think it is very easy to
estimate what land will carry in sheep or
other stock, for we will get quite near
enough to that by knowing that it
will take just as much grass to produce
a -pound of flesh, no matter whether it
be rabbit, mutton or beef. We know
if we take a small bullock weighing about
500Ibs., that a certain amount of grass
will be necessary to replace the waste
tissue of that 5001bs. of meat, and that
it will take the same quantity of grass
to replace the waste tissue of 10 medium
sized sheep weighing 50 lb:s. each, or equal
weight with a bullock. That is near
enough for the purpose of calculation. If
you have a beast that will weigh a
1,0001bs., then you can be sure that the
quantity of grass necessar~ t.o replace the
waste tissue in a beast of that weight will
be similar to the quantity of grass required to replar,e the waste tjssue in a
1,000 lbs. of mut.ton.
Mr. FORRES'l'.- What about the wool of
t.he sheep ~
Mr. DOvVNWARD. - A very small
a11o\'\'ance would be sufficient for the
nutriment reqllired in connexion with the
production of the wool. Therefore it has
been stated that this estate carries two
sheep to the acre, and, if so, and there is
not too great a proportion of inferior land,
I say that if honorable members desire to
give effect to the principle of closer
settlement, I do not believe that the
Government caB purchase good land
at any more reasonable rate than
is proposed in this instance.
In
this particular part uf the COUll try
there is a fa.irly good rainfall. There is
also a railway line which does not pay,
and its prospects of its doing so will be
materially improved if the Eurack Estate
is purchased and subdivided. The honorable mem bel' for Essendoll seems to
think that ,it will' be a very easy matter
to utilize the Crown lands in Victoria for
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the purposes of closer settlemen t, and he
asked why men should not be employed
to clear the land of timber and make it
availa.ble for settlement. I would point
out to him, however, that if you try to
olear land in Gippsland right off, it will
cost £50 or £60 an acre and ill some
instances nearly £100.
)1r. DUGGAx.-Heal', hear.
~Ir. DO'VNvVAHD.-The clearing of
the forf'st land has to be spread over a
Humber of years. The timber has to 1)e
ring. barked and allowed to remain in that
state for many yean; before it will burn
properly, as the timber call only bo dis~
posed of by being burnt. If an attempt
were made to fall the timber and cut it
up and burn it soon afterwards, it would
cost more to clear the land ill that way
than it is worth.
)Ir. ,VARDE.-Is there no Crown land
ontside Gippsland ~
:JIl'. DO\VN\VAHD.-There is no good
laud. The good and naturally cleared
land 1V here there is a good rainfall was
taken up year::; ago, and the only cleared
land in the hands of the State is in cuuntry where the millflJ.ll is indifferent or
scarcely sufficient.
There is only that
lanel and the dense heavily-timbered
conntry in Gippsland to choose from,
and therefore the Crown lands now ill
possession of the State are ullsuitable for
closer settlement except perhaps a few
areas on the )Inrray to which reference
has heen made. In· regard to the selection of men to go upon this resumed laud,
I do not agree with the honorable member for Barwon that the matter should be
settled by lot. I think in the interests
of the State that the applications must be
dealt with upon the basis that the men
who have the necessary experience and
money should have first chance to take up
the land. To put men on the land who
have not got experience in farming is
almost snre to end in disaster to those
men. You canllot make a farmer in a
day. It takes years of experience to make
a man suitable for occupying the land,
and, therefore, if a success is to be made
of the closer settlelnent policy, I hold that
a choice must be made of the mo::;t suitable applicants.
)11'. LEVIEN.-How ,,"onld you select
them?
Mr. DOWNWARD.-The applicants
have to furnish replies to certain questions which afford an index to their
previous experience.
e all know that if
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we had a portion of a farm, or the whole
of a farm, to let, we would feel that the
r~llt was more secure if we got an offer to
occupy it from a tenant who had some
previous farming experience. A man
must have had some experience on the
land before he is likely to be a success.
Mr. LEYlEN--YOl1 had better put a provision to that effect in the Bill.
Mr. DO'VN\VAHD.-N 0; a discretionary power must be left su at; to make
a choice from the applicallts.
I feel
fairly well satisfied, from the information
that has been given during this debate,
that Homething more than the value of
this cHtate is ueing asked for it. But I
would CJuite despair of getting au offer of
any really good land in any part of
Victoria at less than its value, or eyen at
itH bare value. I think the que::;tioll
which honorable member::; have to consider is: ·What i::; the exact yalue.of this
land? From my own experience, and
from information I have obtained in regard to this estate, I belieyo that the
,allle of the land is auout .£9 per acre.
The ouly question honorable member!:>
haye 110W to decide is, when tIle), know
perfectly well that they will not get laud
at its actual value, whether the Goyernment under such circuDlstances is justified
in giving .£1 an acre more for the land in
oruer to secure it for closer settlement.
I believe that we will find that if we try
to purchase good laud for settlement purposes in allY part of Victoria, that we will
huve to give at least £1 an acre more
than its actnal vulue.
Sir SA)l'CET, GII,LOTT.-It is only 10 per
ecnt. added for compulsory taking.
~Ir. DO\VN\VAHD.-Yes, it is only 10
per cent. added for eompul::;ory taking.
I believe that we cannot get land suitable
for this purpose without pn.ying outside
value for it. That has always been the
reason 'rhy I could not feel any particular
enthusiasm in regard to purchasing land
for closer settlemellt, and why I was so
hostile to any proposal for compulsory
purchase.
I knew that if land were
taken compubol'ily, that those who
applied for it when it came into the
hands of the State would haye to pay
such an outside price for the land that in
mallY instances 110 good would result to
them from their occnpation of the land.
Under these CirCUlll!:ltances I feel it my
duty to support the Governmont in the
proposal to purchase this estate, although
I do not surrender my judgment and say
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that I believe that it is worth the money western district for which £45 an acre
asked for it; but I believe that it i~ as was being asked. I think it would be
neal' the yalue fl.R we will succeed in wrong to give ::mch a price as that for land
getting land for the purposes of closer for closer settlement, bnt the Government
. would be perfectly j nstified in purchasing
settlement.
:J[r. nUFFUS.-I do not snppose it good land at from £10 to £20 an acre.
will be possible for the Government to 'Ye have becn told about the sheep·carrybring forward a profJosn.l for the purchase ing capacity of the Eurack Estate, but I
of any estate which will meet with the think the honorable member for Anglesey,
whose opinion in these matters is always
unanimous approval of honorable members.
There is bound to be a difference of valued by honorable members, has taken
opinion either as to the value of the up rather a wrong position in a.rriving at
estate or [l,S to the advisability of its the value of this estate from the standpurchase.
I have been influenced to point of what the settlers can make out of
support the proposal of the Government the land at the price asked. I think it is
to purchase Eurack Estate by the report altogether wrong to value a property of
of Mr. Baker, who made an inspection this sort h,r its sheep-carrying: capacity.
and valuation of the property.
'rhat In my district-the Koroit district-land
geutlemA.n has had n. very large experience fetches from £50 up to £70 an acre, and
in the Colac district, and r believe him to it would be impossible to value that land
be a thoroughly honest and conscietltions according to its sheep-carrying capacity.
mall, who wonld not wrongly advise the People know the va.lue of that land.
Government. He values the land at £11 'rhey know what they can make out of it,
per acre, and the (;oyernment has agreed and they novel' think how many sheep it
to purchase it at £10 lOs., so I thiilk the will carry to the acro. 'Yhere a farmer is
Minister of Lands must be on the right settled 011 good land he can cn.ny more
side. Large estates, such as the Robert- stock to the acre, either in sheep or
sOll'sand the CalYert's, whicharein the Colac dairying cows, than a man can who uses
district not very far from Eurack Estate, the b.nd for grazing in the ordinary way,
were cut up ann sold some years ago, and becn.uses a farmer engages in mixed
the farmel'R who settled on those b.nds farming when he is dairying. In the
haye prospered, all of them ha.ving made Koroit district, a man in this way often
money. The conditions prevailing at those keeps one or two cows to the acre. That,
estatcR were pretty. much the same as of course, is on account of hiH growing
reg:uds rainfall and other things as special food for his stock. I think the
obtain at Ellrack Estate. It is true Go\·ernment arc taking a right step in
that the rail1fall at this particular estate going in for a better class of land, and I
is slightly less than a.t Cob.c, but in close hope that in the near future they will
vicinity to that town land is being bought see their way to buy another property,
at £40 an acre and even higher. I and better lund if possible, even if they
approve of the Uovernmellt buying good have to give a good deal more for it.
lanel for closer settlement. I think the Another thing I \vould like to recommend,
lanel which has been purchased in the and that is that the Government should
past has been of too inferior quality. It increase the area a man is allowen to take
is imp0l:isible for people to sllcceed on up under the Closer Settlement Act. I
small areas of poor land. The Minister of think a limit of £1,250 ill value is rather
Lands mentioned casually that he had small.
offered up to £14 an acre for )Iuntham
Mr. McKEN!!:IE.- The limit in this
Estate in the weRtern district. I do not instance will be £1,500.
1fr. DUFFCS.-I think £1,500 is quite
think the Government would be doing
wrong if it gave up to even £20 an acre little enough, especially when you go in for
for land for closer settlement.
a better class of land, because in that case
:JIr. 'YAHDE.-l'rovided it is worth the the area a man could take up would be so
small, and he should then be more liberally
money.
:JIr. DUFFUS.-Of course, provided it dealt with in regard to the area he is peris worth the money. It would be a mis- mitted to secure. I have no doubt, as I
take to give too high a price for land for have already said, that this land \vill be
closer settlement.
For instance, when very quickly taken up.
I know that
Mr. Best was Minister of Lands some two throughout the western district there
years ago, he inspected a property in the are numbers of people, mainly farmers'
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sons, who are looking out for a place of
this sort to settle npon, and they are
anxiously waiting for this property to be
made available. I am sure the Goyernment Willllot have the experience with this
property that they have had with other
properties, in respect to findiug some of
the land left on their hands. I am snre
that every block will be applied for in a
very short time.
Mr. E. D. WILLIAMS.-I have always
been one of those who advocated the
closer settlen).en t of the people on the
land of this State, as I believe that that is
one of the fundamental principles of a
policy which will lead to prosperity, and
to a permanent increase of the population. There are so many industries such
as mining of all kinds, whether for gold or
coal, which have their ups and downs,
and their years of prosperity and depression, and tho result of ~his is that tl10
population is very ullsettlcJ. Settling the
people on the land~ and enabling people to
become their own landlords, is one of the
best and surest methods of getting the
people to take an interest ill he land,
becauso it is then their own property.
But while I hold this view, I maintain
also that we should- endeavour to settle
t.he people on the land on the very best
possible terms. During the last week 01'
so I have come in contact with some very
practioal farmol's from the district in
which the estate now before the House is
situated. They admit that the land is
fairly good for agricultural pnrposes, but
they say so with a kind of cunningness
which would only be observed in people who
were speaking with some donbt. The
question is whether this land would
fetch the money the Government proPQse
to give for it if it W(lre put up at auction
or subdivided by the present owner and
offered in allotments to suit the people.
The only answer is that it wonld not in
that case b.-:ing the price that is proposed
to be paid for it by the Government.
Somehow or another all over this State,
for many years, and I believe it has al ways
been so, the idea has been that the Government can afford to pay more for auything
than a private individual can.
The
question that has presented itself to
me is this: If Mr. Chirnside can
make as much out of this land by cntting
it up and subdividing it into farms and
selling it on easy terms to the farmers,
why does he not do so 1 He is wealthy
enough to give long terms to the tenants,

Eurack Estate.

V\T e have been told in the House by men
whose word we cannot doubt for one
moment that the Government are proposing to pay rather more than the
market value of the land. Not being a
farmer myself, I am not going to give
that as my own opinion.
Mr. DUGGAN.-What about our expert
valuers 1
Mr. E. D. WILLIAMS.-I am sorry
that I have to give a reason f~r that. I
haye known our old friend, Mr. Baker, for
many years, and Mr. Baker, of course, is
very largely interested in that district,
and it is to his advantage to put as good
a val ue on the land as possible.
11r. DUGGAN.-That is very unfair.
Mr. E. D. WILLIAMS.-You should
llot have asked the question. I do not
impute anything dishonest to Mr. Baker,.
for he is a gentleman for whom I have
the greatest possible respect. It seems to·
me, however, that a good deal of this land
will have to realize from £20 to £30 an
acre in order to make up for the poor land.
That is admitted, is it not?
Mr. DUGGAN. - No, not £30.
Mr. E. D. 'VILLIAMS.-vVell, I will
say from £20 to £30. Some of it wiII
have to realize that in order to make up
for some of the land which will realize
a very few pounds. I listelled to the
report given 1)y the Minister for Lands
when he introduced the IJroposal. He said
that some of tbe land was liable to be
flooded, and that sarno of it was rocky.
Mr. DUGGAN.-Nothillg of the sort;
there are no rocks un it.
~Ir. E. D. \VILLIAMS.-'l'he Minister
said it was stony, and that there was
yery little timber on it. I may say that
the best legislation that can be pa~sed is
legislation which will help to soUle thepeople on the land. If we have not our
farmers, and if the land is not put to its
proper usc, and , hat is to be cultiyated by the right clas:! of men, therewill not be so much work, or snch good
prospects, for Ollr artisans, in the manufacturing industrios. Thero is a market
for everytl: ing that this country can
produco, if not in our own State, at the
other end of the world. The greater
facilities wo give to our farmers, and to
all our agriculturists, the more cheaply
will they be ablo to produce, and
the more cheaply they are able to.
raise their products from the land, the·
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better a,hle will they be to compete with
the farmers of other countries. As I have
already stated, I am not able to judge
myself as to the merits of this transaction, and on this matter I have been merely
stating what I have heard. I hope that
whn.tever Government is in power they will
in future give the House a few weeks' time,
at any rate, before asking us to pass the
resolution, so that honorable members
who desire to visit the estates it is proposed to purchase may be able to go over
them and see for themf';el ves what the
land is like. They will then probably be
more able to judge as the real value of the
land.
An HONORABLE ME~IBEH.-1.'bey would
need to be experts.
Mr. E. D. WILLIAMS.-W·e have a
few experts in this House, and it is the
opinion of those honorable members that
I should like to hear before we. pay a
high price for the land. I admit that £10
per acre is not an extravagant price to
pay for good land. I know farmers within
a few miles of my own district who have
paid as milch as £45 per acre, though, of
course, that was not to. grow wheat 011,
but for the purpose of growing potatoes.
In order to encourage the closer settlement of the people on the land, I intend
to vote for this Bill, and I do it on that
principle, and that principle alone.
Mr. DUFFUS.-I wonld like to reply
to what the honorable member for Castlemaine (Mr. E. D.Williams) has said in
connexion with Mr. Baker. I think the
honorable member cast a reflection upon
him.
:Mr. E. D. VVIl.LJA"~lS.-I think not.
Mr. DUFFUS.-I was going to explain
that Mr. Baker was asked to report on the
whole property of 7,700 acres, and that he
reported that one- third of that property
was unfit for closer settlement, but that
the balance of 5,100 acres was sntliciently
good to be used for the purposes fot'
which the Government requirod it. That
would show that Mr. Baker was really not
interested in securing the estnte, and
that he sent in n report condemning onethird of the property. rrhe Government
cut out the inferior portion of the ptoperty,
and ha,ve purchased the good portion. It
must be recognised that Mr. Baker acted
in the most Vstraightfonvard way in the
matter.
1.'he motion was agreed to, an:d the resolution was reported to the House amladuptcd.
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EURACK ESTA TE PURCHASE BILL.
Mr. DUGGAN presented a message from
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor,
recommending that an appropriation be
made from the consolidated revenue for
the purposes of a Bill to sanction the
acquisition by the State of certain land
in the county of Grenville, known as the
Eurack Estate.
The House having resolved itself into
committee of the whole for the consideration of the message,
Mr. DUGGAN movedThat it is expedient that an appropriation be
made from the consolidated revenue for the
purposes of a Bill to sanction the acquisition by
the State of certain land in the county of
Grenville, known as the Eurack Estate.

The motion was agreed to, and the
resolution was reported to the Honse, and
adopted.
Authority having been given to Mr.
Duggan and :Mr. :Morrissey to bring in a
Bill to give effect- to the resolution,
Mr. DUGGAN brought up a Bill "to
sanction the acqnisition by the State of
certain land in the county of Grenville,
known as the Eurack Estate," and moved
that it be read a first time.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read a first time.
Mr. DUGGAN moved that the Bill be
read a second time.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
On the schedule,
Mr. BE~T asked the Attorney-General
if there was any objection to strike out
the following words in the first condition
of the provisional agreement : Twenty thousand pounds of the amount of
the saic( purchase shall be invested for the
vendor in Victoria Government 3 per cent.
stock, calculated at the market selling price
quoted on the Stock Exchange on the day preceding the completion of the purchase.

He asked what was the use of doing that?
It was cash after all, and the Government
could not prevent the vendor from selling
the stock next day.
It was simply
borrowed money after all, and he thought
it was a great mistake for the Government
to buy land with debentures, because it
was a new style altogether. vVhat was
the object of the proposal? The stock
was not like stock that could be held.
The Government could sell this stock to
anybody else, as well as to the vendor.
8ir SAMUEL GILLOTT stated that he
would point out to the honorable member
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that this ,,;as Olle of the terms of purchase.
It \YaH one (A tll<: terms which t.he Govel'nment thonght were necessary, and it
relicycd thcm from findillg £2.0,.0.0.0 in
CilSh.
In other word:::;, the Government
ga ve £2.0,.00.0 in val ne in inscl'i bed stock.
He did not know that it would be so easv
to find a I>tlrchaser for £2.0,.0.0.0 of il~
scribed 3 per cent. Victorian Goyernment
stock at a moment's notice.
J1r. BENT.-It docs not say inscribed
stock.
Sir SAJlrEL GILLOTT said it was
Victorian UOYCl'lHl1Cnt :3 per cent. stock at
the market price on the day preceding the
completion of thc purchase. He dared
say the ycndor \\'Quld be only too pleased
to get £5.0,.0.0.0 in cash, but the Governmcnt said that hc should take £2.0,.0.0.0 ill
:~ per cent. stock, and £:30,.0.0.0 in cash.
1'hat was pmt of the terms cf purchase.
'fhe agrcel1Jent had Leen executed, ann
thi~ provision was one that tbe Governlllent l'c(luireu.
In fad, they bought on
those terms.
He was quite sure that the
ycndor \Yonld he ouly too pleased to get
20,0.0.0 sovereiglls im;tead of having the
trouble alHl the ris]~, if he tried to
realize, of attempting to turn this stock
illto 2.0,.0.0.0 so\'ereiglH5. He might make
a loss or he might make a :,;mall profit,
but it depended on how long hc held the
stock and on the state of the market.
The Bill was reported without amelldlllent; awl the report was adopted.
On the motion of ~Ir. DUGGAN, the
Bill was then read a third time.
:Mr:~ICIPALITIES CO~HI0N"VEAL1'H

CELEBHATIONS EXPEND11'UllE
BILL.
~rr. PEACOCK moved the second reading of this Bill. He said-This small
measure has passed another place and has
corne down to UH. 'rht! Government and
the municipalities throughout the State
are yery anxions that it should be put
through at the earliest possible opportunity before the balancing of their
accounts 011 the 3.Oth September. Its
ohject is to authorize and yalidate certain
expenditure incurred by the municipalities
in connexion with the opelling of the Parliament of the Commonwealth, and also
OIl the occasion of the visit of Their Royal
Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of
Cornwall and York. 'rhat is the sole
object of the Bill. Certain municipalities
have expended money, aud the Bill is
intended to give them the necessary legal
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authority for what has been done. Two
anH~ndmLellts haye been circulated. One
of them is proposed by the honorable
·member for Daylesford, who desires to
legalize certain expenditure incurred by a
small number of municipalities on the
occasiOll of the death of Her late Majesty,
Quecn Victoria. Those municipalities incurred certain expenditure which is
illegal, as the Local Government Act
stands at present, and the object of the
amendment is to legali~e that expenditure.
11he other amendment will be moved by
the honorable member for Castlemaine
with the object of legalizing expenditure
incurred in celebrating and commemorating the services rendered by our .soldiers in South Africa. ~rhe Bill as it st,ll1ds
at present passed the other place, but these
two amendments will be proposed in· committee, and the Government will support
them.
Sir .JOHX McIKTYRE.-I think there
can be bnt one opinion in the House in
regard to the passage of this Bill into law.
I think these two amendments are
thoroughly appropriate, and I shall help
the Government in every way I can to get
this little measur~ through the House.
:M r. :JIUHRA Y.-Of course, the councillors, ,,,hether t.hey have done rightly or
wrongly in any expenditure, will he dealt
with by the ratepayers when they come
before them, but I dare say that if the
Bill is passed it will cover expenditure that
only by a stretch of imagination can be
considered to have any direct connexion
with any of the events mentioned either
in the Bill itself or in the amendments
proposed by the two hOllorable members
referred to. I should like to know if the
Premier has any idea of what the total
municipal expenditure has been in this
direction, and what the mode has been in
which the municipalities haye celebrated
and commemorated the services rendered
hy the Imperial and colonial soldiers in
South Africa? I do not know if the
way ill which the ratepayers agree to have
their tnoney expended in celebrating the
valorous deeds of these soldiers is to have
it done merely by the council itself inviting
a few friends .alld having what are called
"munieipal junketings."
~Ir. I)EAcocK.-It is in connexion with
the erection of memorials.
~1r. MURRAY.-Ifthey have eXFended
the money in a legitimate way it may be
all right, but if not, of course the ratepayers will know what to do. Still, as a
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ratepayer, 1 should like to know what t11e
actual cost has been to the DlUuicipalities.
'Ve often have the municipalities going
almost on their knees to the Treasurer
and l.u.,king for additional subsidies to
assist them' in carrying out what arc
necessary works, but whell thoy have incurred <"I,lly illegal expenditure it seems to
he the opinion of the councils that all they
lw. ve to do is to go to Parliament and get
Parliament to indemnify them for that
illegal expenditure.
Sir JOHN McIxTYRE.-\Ve shall do so
for any expenditure ineHrred ill this
direction.
:J:Ir. MUH.UA 1.-1 say that Parliament
should do nothing to enconrage municipalities in undertaking \Y hat arc. really
unnecessary ,yorks, an(l what, to a large
extent, are outside the functiom; of muni·
cipa,l bodies. \Ve know perfectly well that
there is not a siugh! municipality in the
State that has sufficient funds to meet
wba,t i::; it::; legitimate expenditure. If
there were, the councils would not ::;0
often appeal to Uinif3ters and to Parlia·
111ent to increase their subsidies-to increase the national grant ,rhich they
get for certain well-defillcd objects. I
know that a great deal, 01' at. any
rute some, of this expencliture haH been
of a somewhat senseless character, alld
has not celebrated in a worthy or in a
lasting marmer either the death of Her
:\Ltjesty Quecn Viutol'ia or the work that
has been done by the contingents in South
Africa. That is outside municipal functions altogother; aud Parliument, too, will
be bardly doillg its duty if, by any act
that we may do here, it i::; likely to
encourage this ki11d of thing in the future.
'Vhat do mem hers of municipal bodies
:omy 7 If some councillor, as. has been
doue at council tables, takes exception to
proposed expenditure in this direction, he
iH met with the rejoinder-" Oh, it is certaiuly illegal, but we will take the risk,
because Parliament is sure to indemnify
ll!:l." rrhat is a wrong attitude for municipal bodies altogether. They !:lhould be
scrupulously exact in doing anything
that is in any way illegal ,yith tbe funds
of the ratepayers and the money of the
conntry.
1.~he SPEAKEB.--I may say that I
shall be unable to allow the House to
debate in the House itself eij her of the two
suggested amendments. 1.'he Bill itself
call only be debat.ed in the House. I
allowed the honorable momber who has
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just sat down to proceed becanse he is a .
very old member, and probably does not
know the rules properly.
Mr. BAILES.-I want to point out the
case of the Bendigo City Council. rrhey
haye c:uried a resolution deY0ting the sum
of £:300 towards the eroction of a Rtatue
to Her lat.e ~fajesty Queen Victoria; al\d,
unless this Bill becomes law, it is within
the provi~lCe of any ratepayer who objects
to the expenditure of tho ratepayers'
money in that direction to i::;sue ,nits and
make the cOllllcillors p01'::;o11ally liable for
that expenditure.
MI'. ROBIXsox.-He has to get the
consent of the Attorney-General before
he can issue the writ.
Mr. BAILES.-I do not know about
his gctting the conscnt of the AttorneyGeneral, bnt it is quite possible that snch
a thing afo; I haye mcntiollcd may happen.
At the same time, I should like to point
out that it is lwt an expenditure that
would 1e passed by the auditors, and
it i::> ah.;olutely lleCCi::<Sary, in order to
protect councillors from allY personal
annoyance which might be cau::;ed by
some ill-adyi!:lecl people, that this Rill
should be made law.
In connexion
with the opening of the Commonwealth
Parliamellt a yery brgo number of the
leading municipalities throughout the
State marked the CVCllt in SOHle way in
their cities and towns, and that expcnditure al~o is not proyided for in the Local
Goyernment Act.
~1r. BEK1.'.-I rise more particularly
to draw attention to the remarks made hy
my honorable friend the member for
'Varrnambool. I am a member of two
councils, and I can tell the honorable
member that it is not the cllstom of
councillors to go against the law. On the
contrary, I may say that no men in this
community take more care of the moncys
intrustcd to them than do municipal conncillor::;. Another thing that sbould be remembered is that, as a rule, the councillors
have to pay money ont of their OW11 pockets.
I intend to support the Bill, although in
the case of the municipalities which I
represent., I do not think the expenditure
was very great. 11) fact, I do not know
that such a Bill is needed, so far as they
are concerned. At the same time I certainly think the Premier is to be commended for preventing any captious ratepayer from occasioning trouble. I have
been a councillor myself for 40 yeal'8, and
I know it is the experience of everybody
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that there is no money expended in this
country that is looked after so well as that
spent by municipal councils.
Mr. LEVIEN.-rrhere is 110 doubt that
the observations of the honorable member
• for \Varrnam bool are wen worthy of consideration. That honorable member points
out very properly that this House should
not encourage municipalities to go outside
the charter which Parliament has given
them. It is for Parliament to judge and
determine whether it will indemnify them
for any particular act which they have
taken the responsibility of doing, in excess
of the powers conferred upon them. You
have ruled, Mr. Speal{er, that reference
must not be made to the amendments
that have been suggested, but I may be
permitted to say that one of those
amendments goes very much further and
involves a much nlOre debatable matter
than is embodied in the Bill, which provides only an indemnity for the expenditure of municipal councils in cormexion
with the visit of Their Royal Highnesses
the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and
York.
The Bin itself deals with an
altogether exceptional expenditure, and
one that I think this House will cheerfully agree to. I myself will certainly do
so.
But, the position is different with
regard to the larger question involved in
the amendments which we shall be able
to consider later on. I think it should be
particnlarly understood, however, that
this HOllse will not ratify the acts of
municipal councils unless it can approve
of them, and unless they are such that in
the ordinal'Y course theycould nothayebeell
sanctioned by Parliament beforehand.
The municipalities should be mQde to
understand that in the interests of all
parties they should keep within the four
corners of the Acts of Parliament under
which they exercise their authority.
Mr. FOSTER.-I think that no one
will find fault generally with this Bill, but
the honorable member for Bendigo ("Mr.
Bailes) let slip a remark that attracted
my attention.
He said that the City
COllncil of Bendigo is spending something
like £300 in the erection of a monument.
Mr. BAILES.-N 0; I said a statue.
:Mr. FOSTER.-Does that come ,,-ithin
the scope of this Bill, because I should
like to know where this is going to end 1
I should like to know, further, if the
rrreasurer has any idea of the aggregate
amount of public money, the expenditure
cof which is to be validated by this Bill.
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Mr. PEACOCK.-No; I cannot say.
Mr. FOSTER.-I think the councils
should have been required to send a statement of the amonnts spent. I agree to a
certain extent with the honorable member
for 'Varrnambool, that the municipal
councils are inclined in a case of this kind
to take liberties, thinking that they can
get any expenditure ratified by Parliament. For one thing, it has become
common for Parliament at the end of every
financial veal' to validate the overdrafts
which ha;'e been contracted by municipalities in contravention of the law.
Before this Bill passes I should like to
know how much the councils have spent,
and what the items are.
Mr. McLEOD.-In connexion with this
Bill, I think I may say that no public
money is so scrupulously spent in this
couliltry as is spent by the municipal
councils, but everybody must be agreed
that the present year has been a very exceptional one. The tendency is growing
stronger every year for the ratepayers to
look to the municipal councils to take
the lead in matters of this . kind.
'Vha!; would
be said if all the
private buildings had been decorated
during the recent :Royal visit, and if the
municipal buildings in every district had
been unable to take any part in the cele·
brcl.tions 1 The fact is that there has been
a process of graclual evolution in the
history of onr municipal bodies. The
first Acts of Parliament relating to
municipalities in Victoria limited the
powers of the councils to a very intense
deglree. For instance, they could only
strike rates once in six months, arId the
rate had to be approved of by the Governor in Council. By-and-by the ideas of
Parliament in this direction became
enlarged, and the municipalities w~ro
intrusted with larger powers of expenditure.
rrhe expenditure validated by this
Bill was unprecedented and unforeseen,
and a,s I say the ratepayers looked to the
00uncils to take the lead. For these
reasons I consider that the expenditure
was perfectly legitimate. If the figures
could be given, I think honorable memhers would be surprised at. the small
amount involved. I am sure that every
cOllllcil was most economical. In some
places the GOllllcillors have told me that
they regretted extremely that their councils had not taken part in the oelebrations,
because .he conncillors were afraid to do so.
They left the public buildings undecorated
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simply because they were afraid to spend
money for the purpose. I know that in
my own district the ratepayers strongly
urged the councillors to do something towa.rds taking part in the celebrations. 'rhe
honorable member for Warrnambooldesires
to know what was done with t.he m,oney.
,V ell, I can tell him that in my district the
children of the town were treated, and
certain mementoes were given to them by
which they might remember the occasion
as one that is unique in the history of this
country. I think it was very proper and
legitimate to encourage the rising generation to remember an event of that kind.
Mr. LAWSON.-Though I intend to
support the second reading of this Bill,
yet I am perfectly free to admit that
there is a good deal of force in the remarks of the honorable member for Warrnam bool.
I recognise that the Bill
embodies a false principle. I do not
think that we should do anything, either,
that would encourage municipal councils
to expend money in ways that are unauthorized by the Act, and then expect
Parliament to come in with a validating
Bill, ratifying that expenditure. In that
connexion, however, I think the powers of
municipa,l councils should be enlarged.
,Yith regard to expenditure of the kind
that is validated by this Bill, there can
be no possible objection to enlarging the
scope of the Local Government Act, and
enlarging the responsibility of municipal
councillors, so that they might legally in
the first place expend this money. The
municipal councillors are elected by the
ratepayers, and are responsible to them,
and they are amenable to their I will.
Municipal councillors must, therefore, in
all these matters take the responsibility
of their actions at the council table. If
they vote to authorize expenditure of this
kind, the ratepayers would have an opportunity of dealing with them later on.
rrhere is no doubt whatever that municipal councils would not authorize expenditure if they did not believe that the
people were behind them in doing so, and
although I disapprove of this principle,
namely, of authorizing the expenditure of
money by municipal councils in ways that
are not sanctioned by the law at the
present time, and then coming to Parliament to get that expenditure ratified, I
do feel th.tt municipal councils should be
given enlarged powers and enlarged responsibility, and should not be hampered
by the restrictions that hinder them at
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pret:;ellt. I cannot for the life of me
think that any h()norable member would
object to the municipal councils expending a little money in celebrating the
inaugurati(m of thp. Common wealth. There
is no doubt whatever that the ratepayers
expect the councils to take the le~d in
such matters, and that the councils were
justified in expending the money. Yet
the Local Government Act is so restrictive, and the powers given to the municipalities are so narrow, that they have to
come to Parliament and ask that that
expenditure should be ra,tified in this
way.
Mr. McKENZIE. - The honorable
member who hat:; just resumed his
seat has expressed the views that I had
intended to place before the House. I
presume that the object of the honorable
mem bel' for VY arrnam bool, in taking up
the position he has done this evening,
is to intimate to the municipal councils
that they must not expect, as a matter of
course, that any expenditure they may
inaur will be passed and ratified by this
House. I think that is a very proper
intimation. I do not think the municipalities should be left to think that anything they may do will be ratified by
Parliament. At the same time, the view
put forward by the honorable member for
Castlemaine (Mr. Lawsoll) is, I think, the
correct Qne, and that is that the councillors
are responsible to their ratepayers. 1£
that is the case, they arc not likely to go
very far wrong. The ratepayers are sure
to watch their actions, f:1,nd if they transgress, to bring them to book. I think
this is a Bill we should support, and I
hope to sec it passed by the House.
Mr. VALE.-The expen~iture dealt with
by this Bill was brought about hy an
occasion which bappensperhaps onlyoncein
a life-time, and as that is the case, I think it
might have been passed without any demur
or opposition. I suppose that no municipality in Victoria, outside Melbourne,
expended more money than Ballarat did.
Yet not the slightest objection was taken to
it byanyratepayer. vYehave had elections
since then, and, although they were to
a certain extent contested, this issue was
never raised. In the case of mnnicipalities
in the old land, their powers are far more
extensiYe, and they never begrudge any
money that is expended to celebrate
events of this kind, and provide amusement for the people. As the celebrations in Victoria were an exhibition of

1286

JIunicipalities

[ASSEMBLY.]

loyalty, and the re::mlt of a desire to give
utterance to our belief in the unity of the
empire and of the race, I say that the
cm~toc1iam; of Ollr municipal funds were
perfectly justified in going a little outside
the law. I take it for granted that the
Gov&nment itself went a little outside the
law. It spent money which had never
been voted by Parliament, and we justified
that expenditure, and I say it is unbecoming for honorable member$ to take no
exception to the expenditure by the
Government, and then to take exception
to expenditure that is quite as legal
on the part of the local bodies;
in fact., to exercise tt species of telT(!)rism
over 10Gal bodies, if they dare even to give
expression to their loyalty. I would like
another amendment in this Bill to save'
trouble. I have not the slightest doubt
that in June next, when the coronation of
King Ed ward VII. occurs, that event will
be celebrated wherever our language is
s!-'oken. If our municipalit,ie~ choose to
expend some of their funds-and, as a
rille, mllnicipal bodies are not extravagant
-to commemorate the coronation and to
impress the event on the minds of the
rising generation, the money will be well
expended. I trust \,,'hen measures of this
kind come before us we will not show any
alarm, but will have the good sense to
keep quiet.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I would like
to take this opportunity of stating to the
HOlUc;e, as it is proposed by this measure to
indemnify the City Council, what the
amount of the expenditure was. I do not
think l1onor:11,le members should be asked
to pass the Bill without having some
knowledge of the expenditure, 'which was
close upon £10,000. A large portion of that
con::;tituted the city's contribution towards
the expenditure incurred by the Goyernment in the erection of street decorations.
There is no doubt that the Government
drove as hard a bargain as they could with
the city, contending, in fact, that the
whole of the cost of the street decorations
should be undertaken by the city. Our
council fought that contention, and ultimately agreed to pay £2,500 towards the
expense of the venetian masts and the
other street decorations that were so mueh
admired. In addition to that we had the
town hall illuminated, and we erected the
arch on Prince's-bridge, which still stands,
and which I need scarcely say was the
admiration of all persons who visited the
city. The expenditure on these and other
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matters was close on £10,000. I think
it is only right for me to say, pen30nally,
that no portion of that SUIll was expended
in cOlluexion with aoy eu.terta,inment that
was given by his worship the mayor in
connexion with the visit of their Royal
Highnesses. l'hat expenditure was incurred by myself, and I was pleased to
make it. There was a precedent for this
indemnity in 1897, and Parliament has
already ratified that by indewnifying the
city of Melbourne' and the town of Geelollg
for the expelJ:~cs incurred in the Diamond
Jubilee year.
At that time the city
expended £3,000, and Parliament, by the
Act No. 1501, indemnified the city of Melbourne and the town of Geelong for the
expenditure' incurred in celebrating the
60th anniversary of Her late Majesty's
reign. I need scarcely say that the city
of Melbourne has only on rare ocCaSiOlll':>
had to incur expenditure of this nature.
It is scarcely likely that we shall have
another visit from royalty for the nex.t
quarter of Ii\, century. Uufortunately for
us, during last year we had the demise of
Her late Majesty. The whole expenditure
incurred by the city was carefully goue
into, and there was no extravagance iudulged in. We have the whole of the
ratepayers behind us in that expenditure;
they have all approved of the course we
took. This indemnity is intended ~o that
councillors may be protected personally
from any action that might be taken
against them in the future. 'rhe work of
the councillors is one of love; it iii done
without fee or reward. If we are a party
to auy'illegal expenditure we are all personally liable. 'Vith the precedent before
us that I have alluded to, and the expression of approval of our eonduct by the
press and the public, 1 have no hesitation
in asking honorable members to pass this
Bill.
:VIr. KEOGH.-I would like to say a
word in regard to this measure. I -think
the honorabJe member for Ballarat 'Vest
ph. Vale) said tha't he would like to see
another clause in the Bill indemnifying
municipalities for future expenditure.
The municipal rates are struck for certain
purposes. In the district I represent, the
municipal rates are struck for making
roads and bridges, and the roads are certainly in a very bad condition. I do not
intend to oppose this Bill, and I think
this House will al ways legalize any proper
expenditure incurred by the municipalities. I am sorry to see any encouragemen t
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thrown out to the councils to expend
their money for any other purpose than
that.
The motion was a.greed to.
The Bill was then road a f:lecond time,
and committed.
. On clause 2, which Wt1S as followf:l : Notwithstanding anything contained in any
Act it shall be deemed 8.11d taken to be lawful
for the council of any municipal district (including the city of Melbourne and the tOWI~ of
Gee]ong) during the year 1901 to have applied,
and to apply, out of the municipal or town
fund of such municipal district, any Sum or
sums of money approved' by the council i~ CODnexion with the celebrations on the OCCaSlOl1 of
the openIng of the ~a~liamel1t of tl~e Commol.lwealth and the VISIt to AustralIa of TheIr
Royal 'Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of
Cornwall and York,

Mr. :MURRAY said that he rose not to
oppose the Bill, but to refer to some remarks made by the honorable member for
Ballarat "\Vest (Mr. Vale).
The constituency that he (Mr. ~Iurray) represented h'ad not the honour of a visit from
Their Hoyal Highnesses. He was not, therefore, so much under the glamour of the
Royal smiles as the honorable member,
who had the honour and extreme happiness of cutting a very important figure
duriuO' tl'1(~ Royal visit to Ballarat, when
no d~lbt he made a most d~cided impression on the Hoyal couple ..' 'What he
objected to was the encouragmg, words
that the honorable member offered to
municipal councils to indulge in further
expenditure in June next, when the
coronation oath was to be taken by the
King. He would like to ask the honorable member if that oath were altered, as
it had been suggested it should be, and as
he e:vIr. Murray) thought it should be,
the honorable member would be so favorable to any municipal expenditure in connexiou with His Majesty's ooronation ~ He
thought the honorable member would
then protest if the coronation were celebrated in any way in this country. The
honorable melobcr had just been talking a
lot of absurdities to the municipal councils,
partly to encourage them on a wrong
pa.th, but principally for the purpose of
parading his loyalty.
Mr. McLEOD moved-That after the words "with the" (line 9),
the following words be inserted-" mourning
for the death of Her late Majesty Queen
Victoria or in commemoration of Her reign
and in the."

He said members would all agree that 011
such an occasion as the death of Her
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:Majesty the Queell, Ulunicipal coullcil~
must have discharged their dnty. "~hat
would have been thought of any nmnieipalitv that noglected to drape the lIlunicipal
b~ildings when all other buildings were
draped? The municipal councils were
expected to take a lend in all thef:le matters,
and the councils were amenable to the
ratepayers, and if they incurred any expenditure that the ratepayers disapproved
of they wOl.tlcl be quickly brought to task,
~Ir. BAILES said he would like to know
from the Premier if the expenditure was
only to apply to the financial year.
Mr. PEACOCK.-N 0, to the end of this
year.
Mr. LEVIEN remarked that the clause
appeared to him to give power to the
municipalities to incur further expenditure,
lawful
for it said, "it shall be .
for the council of any municipal district
. . . . during the year 1901 to have
applied and to apply out of the municipal
or town fund
any Sllm or SUlll::5
of money approved by the council in connexion with the celebrations."
Mr. PEACOCK.-It is only during the
year 1901; some of the coullcils are waiting for the authority to pay the money.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT observed that
by the latter words of the c::lamie, it was
only expenditure ill cOlluexion with "the
celebrations on t.he occasion of the opelling of the Parliament of the Commonwealth and the visit to Australia of Their
Royal Highnesses." Unless the expenditure had already been incnrred it could
not be incurred.
~1r. LEVIEN stated that be qllito
understood that the expenditnre was all
govel'ned by the latter words of the
clause; but it appeared to him that if <1,
council voted any sum that it pleased
during the current year for any expenditure in cionnexion with a memorial of any
sort, it would have the authority of this
measure for doing so.
Mr. HENNESSY remarked that the
municipal year, except in the cases of
~I(jlbournc and Geelong, ended on 30th
September.
vVere hOllorable members
to understand that this clause referred to
the municipal year ending 30th September?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-No; the year
ending 31st December, 1901.
)11'. HENNESSY asked if the municipal councils could pay mouey away after
30th September this yead
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Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Yes, the debts
they have already contracted for the
objects mentioned in this clause may bo
paid up to the end of the present year.
Mr. HENNESSY said it was a very
liberal Bill indeed in that case.
Lt.-Col. REAY observed that this Bill
was intended to validate expendit.ure
already incurred, but, if the amendment
was adopted, would not its effect be to
make it possible for a municipal council
to decide to erect a memorial to the late
Queen Victoria ~
Personally he was
desirous that the municipal councils
should have that power, bnt the AttorneyGeneral seemed to imply a doubt on that
score.
Mr. PRENDERGAST expressed the
opinion that it was now proposed to give
municipal councils power to subscribe to
a monument to the late Queen Victoria.
This was not a question of loyalty or disloyalty. Personally he did not object to
a memorial to the late Queen, but in view
of the fact that Parliament had to pass a
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill
every year, he felt that it would be
rather dangerous to give the municipal
bodies power to divert to this purpose
money which was intended for other
undertakings. Possibly it would have
the effect of reducing the number of hands
employed by municipal councils.
The
memorials to the late Queen Viotoria
should be erected by private subscriptioll.
The amendment was agreed to without
a division.
Mr. LAWSON moved-That the following words be added to clause
2-" and towards the cost of celebrating and
cOlll!nemorating the services rendered by Imperial and colonial soldiers in South Africa and
China."

He said his object was not to validate any
expenditure on municipal junketing, such
as banquets to which only privileged
individuals were invited-expenditure of
that kind was paid for out of the allowance to the mayor or the president as the
case might be-but he desired to validate
contributions already made towards the
cost of celebrating and commemorating
the services of Australi'an soldiers in
South Africa and China. In certain
municipalties m<1>vements had been started
to erect SUCll memorials, and the munioipal councils had been expected to contribute something out of the municipal
funds. In some cases memorial tablets
had been put on the walls of the shire hall
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or town hall; in others large photographs
of the men who had gone from the particular district had been framed and hung
on the walls. Such expenditure, he felt,
the municipal councils were justified in
incurring, although at present it was, of
course, illegal. If the ratepayers did not
approve of that expenditure they would
have an opportunity of dealing with the
c~mncil1ors who had misspent their money,
alld therefore it was only reasonable to
assume that municipal councils would not
authorize any other expenditure of municipal funds than that which would meet
with the approval of the majority of the
ratepayers.
Mr. VALE said he thought he eQuId
say, on behalf of Ballarat, that in no district of the Australian States had privl1te
people been so generous in decorating the
city with works of art, which brought to
the memories of old and young day by
day names of men who were renowned in
British history. He felt a certaill amount
of sympathy with the amendment. If
there was any episode in Australian
history which should be commemorated,
it was the willingness and zeal with which
Ollr young lllen volunteered in time of
trouble to defend the empire. They not
only sacrificed their time, but risked, and
in many instances lost, their lives to our
great sorrow, and the recollection of that
patriotism should be handed down from
generation to generation. If some municipalities had erected tablets for that purpose out of the municipal funds, he did
not think it would be bece>ming on the
part of the Legislative Assembly to o1!>ject
to that slight expenditure. There was
rather too great a tendency at times to
stick to the actual technicality of the
law, forgetting that there was something
nobler than mere adherence to the letter
of the statutes.
On certain occasions
they were perfectly j llstified in going
outside the letter of the law.
The
Premier and the Attorney-General had
suggested to him that it would be wiser
not to press an amendment of which he
gave notice, and he thought he could rely
on it that if tlext year a few pounds more
or less were expended on the celebration
of the coronation of His Majesty, and it
was necessary for the municipal councils
to come to Parliament for an Act of indemnity, the present Government would
accede to their request-supposing they
were in office at that time, as they hoped
to be, and, judging from the leaders of
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Mr. PEACOCK said that no representatlhe Opposition, he believed it was quite
probable they wonld be still in office; in tions had been made to the Government
fact, knowing what he did about carrying by any council which intended spending
on political warfare, he honestly thought muney in the direction mentioned by the
there was not the slightest doubt about honorable member. While it was quite
it. It was true the Ministry had not given likely that Parliament would like to see
him an actual promise, but there was a the people of Victoria celebrating His.
kind of implied understanding that if Majesty's coronation next June, it would
next year a few pounds of municipal be too soon to place in an Act of Parliafunds were expended in giving the school ment a provisiqn legalizing that expendichildren treats and medals, and in hoist- .tllre. Some of the municipalities had
iQg flags, Parliament would not refuse .incurred. expenditure in' connexion with
to validate that expenditure. He trusted the return of tbe troops from South: Africa
that honorable members would recognise in anticipation of its being validated by
that the bulk of the people of Victoria Parliament.
Lt.-Col. REA1-. - And some of them
were proud of their connexion with the
British Empire, and were prepared to have been loyal el'lOllgh to wait uutil the
law is amended, and they should not be
make any sacrifice to maintain it.
Mr. SMITH remarked that, notwith- penalized in consequence.
Mr. PEACOCK said than none of the
standing what the honorable member for
Ballarat West (Mr. Vale) had just said, municipalities had informed the Governthey were going a little too far in this ment that they wished to incur expendimatt.er. If the amendment of the honor- ture, and he understood that the objeet
able member for Castlemaine(Mr. Lawson) which the honorable member for Castlewas adopted any municipal council might maine had III view was to le.galize
what had been already done.
To
do just as they pleased.
provide for expenditure in the futur.e
Lt.-Col. REAY.-SO they do now.
Mr. SMITH said he was not prepar,ed might open the door to the danger pointed
to admit that, because municipal councils out by the honorable member for Emerald
could never get Parliament to indemnify Hill.
Mr. SMITH stated that if it were
them· except in one matter.
If this
amendment was carried, however, between the intention of the honorable member for
now and the 31st December next, muni- Castlemaine (Mr. Lawson) to legalize the
cipal councils could expend any amount expenditure which had already been inthey chose on the objects set forth in c\lrred, there ,',as no need. to say anything
more about it. But the honl)rable memclause 2.
Mr. PEACOCIL-I have a little amend- ber had not said that that was his intention. If the municipalities were to be
ment I want to move to prevent that.
Mr. SMITH said the Premier saw the given power to expend money up to the
danger, and was prepared to move an end of the year, "and to apply out of
the municipal funds any sum approved
amendment to obviate it.
Mr. PEACOCK stated that what it was by the council," it would be giving
desired to legalize was the expenditure t.hem a power which they never had
which had already been incurred iu cele- before. The honorable member for Castlebrating and commemorating the services maine should inform the committee
rendered by the Victorians in South how far he propos~d going. Were the
Africa and China. It had been pointed municipalities to be given a free hanG beout by the honorable member for Emera.ld tween this and the end of December to
Hill that there would be a danger if the spend wha.t money they like in celebratcouncils were allowed to incur expendi- ing or commemorating the services renture in connexion with this matter up to dered by Imperial. or colonial soldierB ill
the end of December. The proposal in South Africa or China?
the Bill was to legalize the expenditure
Mr. BAILES observed that he thought
which has already veen incurred.
Parliament would be quite justified in
Lt.-Col. REAL-Some of the munici- giving municipal councils an opportunity
palities propose to incur expenditure in of expending portion of their funds in
erecting permanent memorials, and they erecting a memument to the memory of
should not be placed in a worse position the men who first shed their blood in the
than those councils which illegally illteres~s of the empire. If a council
expended money.
attempted to exercise in an undue
Ses.sion 1901.-[89]
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manner the power proposed to be conferred on it by the amendment, the ratepayers would see that the councillors were
called upon for a speedy explanation. If
any counci11 on; overstepped the liberty
proposed to be given to them by the
amendment the ratepayers would deal
with them. He hoped the amendment
would be adopted.
Mr,. MURRAY remarked that he
thought the committee would not: be
meeting the wishes of councillors throughout Victoria if it added the words to the
clause proposed by the honorable member for Castlemaine (Mr. Lawson). The
amendment would take away the bulwark
which councillors now had to prevent any
expenditure of this kind, if they did not
care to undertake it. There might be
a eouncillor who was very zealous, and
outrageously loyal, who would propose to
spend money in celebrating the deeds of
our soldiers in South Africa, and snch a
proposal as that might place the other
councillors in an embarrassing position if
the amendment were adopted. In their
calm moments, acting in accordance with
their own discretion, the councillors would
not, perhaps, approve of the expenditure,
and could resist it by stating that it was
illegal. But if the law were altered as
was now proposed, it would leave the
coullcillors at the mercy of that individual councillor.
Honorable members
knew what public feeling was. They
knew the length to "'hich certain sentiment had rl1n, and any councillors who
stood out against what was for the time
believed to be public opinion, would
lie placed in a difficult position. It was
right to make the measure retrospective, but to make it perspective would be a
dangerous course, and give municipalities
a power ,,,hich the majority of them had
no wish to possess.
Lt.-Col. REAY said that he was not
in accord with the honorable member for
Warrnambool. He hoped the honorable
member for Castlemaine (Mr. Lawson)
would stand by his amendment in the form
in which he had proposed it, and that the
Premier would not attempt to modify it.
The only modification that ought to be
introduced was that instead of saying"celebrating and commemorating," to use
the words "permanently commemorating.:'
'That would guard against the possibility
of money being spent in junketing, as the
money could only be spent in erecting
permanent memorials. If the committee
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were t.o validate what had been done
illegally, it surely should not say to those
councils which had loyally observed the
law by abstaining from incurring any expenditure, that they would not now be
given the opportunity of legally spending
the money. 'rhe latter councils should
not be placed in a worse position than
those councils which spent the money
illegally. It was worth while honorable
members c0nsidering whether the municipalities ought not throughout this year, cr
within some fixed period, have the right of
saying, either on their own responsibility
or with the consent of the ratepayers, that
they will erect some permanent memorial
to commemorate the work done by our
troops in South Africa.
Mr. MURRAY.-Th~t has been already
done by those letters which appeared in
the IIerald from our own correspondent.
Lt.-C91. REAY said that, of course,
those letters were an indelible memorial.
But wherever there ,vas a British community throughoutthe length and b~'eadth
of Australia they ought to erect a memorial, either at the local town hall or
some other place of public resort, to the
men who on that red-letter day, the 12th
February, 1900, fought at Pink Hill when
the Victorians had the distinctioR of
covering the retiremc11t of the 'Wilts, one
of Her Majesty's regiments. 'rhai ought
to be commemorated in some permanent
way.
Mr. TUCKER.-Would it not be better
to snpply the returned contingcnters with
food ~
Lt.-Col. REA Y said that if the honorable member was prepared to do as
much for the men as he (Lt -Col. Reay)
had done then the returned contingenters
would fare well. He had spoken for them
in the House, and he would say again that
the Government ought to take extraord.iDltry measures so that those returned men
should not, through their penurious position, be a reproach to the people of Victoria.
A permanent memorial should
be erected to commemorate the action
of those men who left our shores
to fight for the empire. They were
working men--our own friends-Mr. MURRAY.-Do you not think that it
is better to provide br~ad for the living
than a stone for the d,ead 7
Lt.-Col. REAY said that there ought
to be bread for the living and a stone for
the heroic dead who fought at Pink Hill,
and died there for their country. If any
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municipality in any district wanted to do anything that had been done up to the
honour to those men and to tho~e "'ho present. ~ehe people had been in a very
. went to South Africa to fight the empire's loyal mood, and had given a magnificent
battles they should have a right to do so. exhibition of loyalty, of which we were
Let the municipality account to the rate- all proud. He would therefore overlook
payers for its action. He regretted to anything that a
municipality had
heal' the honorable member for "Varr- done in connexion with expenditure
nambool say that munioipal oouncillors for this pnrpose, with the q llalification
were liable to be blown hither and which ho understood tho Government
thither by what was called public proposed to move.
Mr. E. D. WILLIAMS remarked that
opinion.
He (Lt.-Col. Reay) was
prepared to trust public opinion in these he wished to inform honol:able members
matters. If there was anything ill that the clause had no application to
demorcratic rule and in democratic Castlemaine in particular. If, bowever,
manage mont, surely the ratepayers might tho clause were passed it might open the
judge fairly well as to whether a door to unlawful expenditure, and he
council acted rightly or not in spending intended to move an addition to the
money in erecting a memorial to our amendment to provide that the amount
heroic soldiers. Ho hoped that the hon- should not includo any exponditure for
orable member for Castlemaine would intoxicating liquors.
He thought that
persist in his amendment, except perhaps that would put a stop to the junketing
in modifying it in such a way that the tha t had been referred to.
money would have to be spent in erecting a
Mr. RAMSAY observed that he truswd
permanent memorial rather than in "cele- the amendment as proposed by the honorbrating " which might result in junketing. able member for Castlemaillo (Mr. Lawson),
If the clause were amended in that form making any expenditure up to 31st
it would be satisfactory to the people of December perfectly legal, would be acthis country.
,
cepted. That would put tho councils on
)11'. LEVIEN stated that the honora propel' footing.
Some councils had
able member talked about trusting the refrained from spending m(mey until this
muuicipalitie~, and yot at tho same
Bill was paBBed, and he thought that
time he showed his distrust in the expenditure incurred up to 31st December
conncillors by suggesting that a pro- should be allowed. "Vith reference to
vision should be inserted to prevent the remark of the honorable member
the money being spent in junketing. for Barwoll, he might say that a section of
There was no difference of opinion in the people called on the working classes to go
chamber as to the propriety of erecting out and fight for the empire, and yet
a memorial, and as to the public desire when it came to erecting a slight memorial
thn,t that should be done, but there was a to the men who gave their lives for the
very strong difference of opinion as to empire some honorable members objected
whether municipal councils ought to con- even to a slight expenditure for this
tribute, or should be authorized by purpose. Those who had risked their lives
Parliament to contribute, to this object. . were the men who had the least to gain
He though ~ they should not. If the by the war. The gre~t bulk of the confeeling was as strong as honorable mem- tingents which went to South Africa and
bers said it was, surely there would be China were a class of men who had com~ufficient public spirit to result in this
paratively little interest in these wars
money being provided without appealing apart from their loyalty to the empire to
to the municipal councils.
If the which they belonged. He trusted that
majority of municipal councillors were the amendment which had been moved by
like the honorable member for East the honorable member for Castlel1laine
Bourke Boroughs (Lt.-Col. Reay), who would be adopted.
would pour out the municipal funds and
Mr. McKENZIE said that if he rememexpend them in monuments, and would bered aright the municipal councils on a
at the same time trike the responsi- previous occasion contributed to the,
bility for doing that by becoming per- amount that had been raised throughout
sonally liable, he would say well and the country for the patriotic fund. That
good; but Parliament had no right to fund was Gontributed to liberally throughauthorize that being done. He (Mr. out the country, and he did not think the
Levien) would go so far as to validate Treasurer would inform bim that he was

1292

jJ[unicipalities

[ASSEMBLY. J

wrong if he said that an indomnifying
Bill for the councils was passed by Parliament.
Sir SAi\1UEL GILLOT'l'.--:I'here was an Act
passed for that purpose.
Mr. McKENZIE said that if the municipalities were permitted to contribute in
that way, he could not see why they
should not be permitted to contribute to
a memorial. Municipal councils could be
trusted to act wisely and properly in this
matter. They were under a check, and
if they committed any excesses in spending money unwisely, extravagantly, or
improperly, the ratepayers would certainly
bring them to book and demand an
explanation.
Parliament spent
the
country's money, and honorable members
were responsible to their constit·uents in
connexion with that expenditure. In the
same way the municipal councils were
respomible to their constituents, and he
was sure the councils could be trusted to
spend their money wisely and properly.
It was a very small thing, as the honora.ble member for \Villiamstown had
pointed out, that the councils should be
permitted to contribute towards some
memorial to the men who had gone from
their district and given their lives for the
empire. He (Mr. McKenzie) would ask
that the restriction whieh it was intimated
the Premier would propose should be
withdrawn, and that the amendment proposed by the honorable member for
Castlemaine (Mr. Lawson), that any
contribution towards a memorial made
by a municipal council up to 31st
December, should be sanctioned.
Mr. 'rUCKER remarked that he rose
to say a few words not altogether against
the amendment proposed by the honorable
member for Castlemaine (Mr. Lawson),
because he had no doubt that the municipal councils generally were attending to
the duties they were elected to perform.
He did not fear tha.t they would expend a
very large -amount of money in a. matter
of this description. If, however, the Bill
was to be prospecti ve, and was to allow
the municipal councils to spend what they
chose until the end of the year, then it
would be wise to accept the amendment
submitted by Mr. La,Yson without any
addition whatever. But it would be for
the House to say whether that would be
wise or not. When the honorable member for East Bourke Boroughs (Lt.-Col.
Reay) was speaking, he (Mr. Tucker) made
an illterjection to the effect that it would
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be better to find bread for the men who
had returned from the Wars. He held
that opinion now, as he had held it two
years ago. He thought that he was the

first in the House to call the attention of
the Government to that side of the question w hen the contingents were being sent
away to South Africa. On that occasion
he said-While I hold that the raising of voluntary
contributions at the present time is an excellent
i~ea, and one deserving of support, I think that
as soon as the object is accomplished that has
called that feeling of charity into existence,
that feeling of charity will die, and then those
who may be dependent upon these men will
find themselves in destitution. Now, that is a
thing that this country ought not to permit,
and I feel that the Premier ought to give some
assurance to the House as tc whether the
necessary action will be taken by the Government or not.

Mr. MURRAY.-Those were prophetic
words.
Mr. rrUCKER said those were the
words he uttered at that time, and he
believed he was the first t.o call attention
to that phase of the question, because he
recognised how many of Britain's valiant
soldiers had died in the ch!:tritable institutions of the old aountry, and how many
of them had failed even to get there. He
held that the young men who volunteererl
from Australia should never be placed in
that position, and he would like to know
what had been done by the Government
towards assisting those who had returned
from the battle-field ill South Africa.
Some were wounded, and were being left
to struggle along as best they could, with
the little relief they were receiving from
the British Government or the Chelsea
charity. That appeared to him to be
the position. He would admit that
last. year an attempt was made by the
Houso to give them some advantage in
connexion with Government appointment.s,
but, unfortunately, another place put
thousands of other men in the local
defence forces on the same footing in that
respect as the men who had risked their
lives in the South African war. He (Mr.
Tucker) at the time held that that was unfair, and that it was absolutely unfair was
still his opinion. So far as.the men in the
local defence forces of the State were concerned, their duties were, in nine cases out
of ten, very much a holiday for them, and
although they might not be paid a fair
wage for what they did, they at all events
got some small remuneration. He would
give them every credit for rendering such
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services to the cOlmtryas were necessary.
If this matter was pressed to a division,
he would feel bound to vote against it, as
he believed it would be far better for the
municipalities and the Government if some
scheme could be devised by which employment could be found for those of the
returned soldiers who were able to follow
some occupation, and if those who were
wounded were given something to live on.
He believed that that would be a more
lasting commemoration than erecting
tablets of stone to be handed down to
future generations.
Mr. SMT,]~H.-The:r ask for bread, and we
gi vo them a stOlle.
Mr. TUCKER said that that "was the
point in connexion with this matter that
he did not like.
"
Sir SAMUEL GILLOrrT observed that,
in reply to the honorable member for
Anglesey, he might state that the Act of
indemnity for the municipalities which
had contributed to the patriotic fund was
Act No. 1640. That was an Act "to
authorize contributions by municipal
councils, banks, nud other bodies towards
military contingents for South Africa, or
any menibers thereof or their relntives."
Mr. BOYD stated that he did not
wish to detain the House, but he might
point out that the honorable member fOl'
Castlemaine (Mr. Lawson) might include
in his amendment a provision, similar to
that in the Local Government Act, which'
fixed the mayoral allowance at 3 per cent.
on the gross revenue. That wou1c]. remove
the feeling that there might be any undue
expenditure by the municipal councils in
the matter under consideration.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that it
seemed to him that the councils might
subscribe in the manner mentioned by the
honorable member for Melbourne, namely,
by means of the amount of the mayor's
allowance. Another matter tbnt struck
him was that the amendment of the
honQrable member for Castle maine (Mr.
Lawson) provided for the validation of the
cost of celebrating and commemorating
services rendered by "Imperial and
,colonial soldiers in South Africa." ·Whttt
did the honorable member mean by
" Imperial"? 'Vere memorials to be
erected throughout the country to the
Imperial soldiers as well as to the colonial
soldiers?
An HONORABLE ME~[BER.-- That will inelude the Imperial Bushmen.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST said that he also
wanted to know from the Premier if he
had obtained permission from Mr. Chamberlain for the use of the word "Imperial"
in connexion with this Bill.
Mr. Lawson's amendment was agreed
to without a. division.
Mr. PEACOCK movedThat the words "which has already been
incurred" be added at the end of the clause.

He said that this would limit the expenditure to that which had already been
incurred.
This was the amendment
which he had previously indicated his
intention to move.
The committee divided 011 the amendmentAyes •.•
Noes ...

37
16

Majority for the amendment

21

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
,,
"
"
"

Keogh,
Mackinnon,
McGregor,
McKenzie,
Morrissey,
:Murray,
Nichols,
Oman,
Peacock,
" Prendergast,
" Sadler,
" Sangster,
" Smith,
" Taverner,
" Tucker,
" W. H. Williams.
'Tellers.
Mr. Robinson,
Toutcher.

Mr. Bailes,
" Barbour,
" Bennett,
" J. ,V. BillsOll,
" Boyd,
" Graven,
" Cullen,
Deegan,
" Duffy,
" Duggan,
" Dyer,
" Forrest,
" Fotheringham,
., Gair,
Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr. Graham,
" Gurl',
." A. Harris,
" .Isaacs,

NOES.

Mr. Andrews,
" Argyle,
" Grose,
" Holden,
" Lawson,
Dr. McInerney,
Sir John McIntyre,
Mr. ::'IIcLeod,
" Methven,

1

Mr. ?nttril11,
Lt. -Col. Reay,

' Mr. Vale,
I " E. D. 'Villiams,

: "

H, R. 'Yilliams.

I

I

Telle1·8.
Mr. Ramsay,
" Warde,

'Yhile the di vision was being taken,
Mr. BAILES asked the Premier if the
effeet of the amendment would be to
preclude municipalities that had not
already passed any money from passing
it, or whether they could have power tQ
pass the money up to the time the assent
of the Lioutenant-Governor was given to
the Bill ~
Mr. PEACOCK stated that tho municipalities could certainly pass the money
up to the time· when the assent of the
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Lieutenant-Governol' "was given to the
Bill.
SirJoHNMcIN1'YRE.-Thatis to-morrow.

Mr. PEACOCK said it was not so,
because the other Cham bel' was not
sitting.
The Bill was reported to the House
with amendments, and with an amended
title, and the amelldmellts were con·
sidered and adopted.
On the motion of Mr. PEACOCK, the
Bill was then read a third time.
The House adjourned at cleven minutes
past eleven o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, September 11, 1901.

The Speaker took the chair at
four o'clock p.m.

balf-p~st

WINES ADULTERNrrON Acrr.
Mr. LAZARUS asked the Premier if he
had inquired as promised into the contradictory statements made relative to permission being giyen to Mr. Demvin to
keep his wine containin~ salicylic acid in
bond in his ow.n cellars, and, if so, would
he inform the House of the result of such
inquiries ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-I have received the
following reply from Dr. Gresswell, the
Chairman of the Board of Public Health :1. The facts of the case are as given in my
report her.ewith suhmitted: ~11' Deravin did as
there stated ask if he might keep his wine for
the use of himself and his family. I said that
the board was not interfering with private
cellars, though they would prObably ask for
guarantees that the wine of so large a stock
would not be sold; something might perhaps
be done in the way of a bonded cellar. This had,
however, absolutely nothing to do with the question of prosecution, antI if Mr. Dem vin had shown
how he would guarantee the public against
further sale of his salicylated wine, the board
would not have withdrawn the prosecution for
previous sales. " In hct, he had been informed
that the board could not go outside the provisions of the Act, in other words he was practically informed in January of this year that if
he sold sa.licylated wine, the board would
prosecute. This, the question of avoidance of
prosecution, was the whole crux of the matter
with Mr. Deravin. It was :Mr. Deravin's sole
ohject to avoid prosecution, and he desired
to learn what he could do to secure this. He"
was informed that proceedings would be withdrawn if he denaturated his wine. And this
he consented to. It was never in any way suggested that proceedings would be stayed if he
put his wine in bond. The putting of the
wine into his private cellar might be a matter

Adultercttion Act.

for Mr. Deradn to consider after the prosecution, so as to avoid fUl'th~r prosecutions, hut
it was never entertained as a measure which
would give the board justification for withdra,wing proceedings for sales already malle.

"When the matter was under discussion before, I promised the honorable
member for Sandhul'st South and
other members that I would have a
conference with the Chairman of the
Board of Public Health. I have carried
out that promise, and Dr. Gresswell has,
atmyrequest,preparedacompletesnmmury
of the whole of the proceediugs, including
the interview with ::\1:1'. Deravill, and the
correspondence and ·the action taken by
the board. It is a very lengthy doculllent.
With the excepti4>n of some quotations
that Dr. Gresswell desires to place in it,
concerning \V hat is being done in other
parts of the globe, the document is practically completed. I intend to get it
printed, and have it circulated amongst
honorable members, so that they will bo
able ·to know all the points in connexion
with the matter, so far as the administration of the Act is concerned. I shall get
the document printed at once.
Mr. PRENDEHGAST asked the Premier if he would talk steps, in the interests of the public health, to trace the
3,000 or 4,000 gallons of adulterated
wines which were not denatnrated, and
which d isu ppeared from Derayin's \' illeyard after the discovery was made that
the wines contained salicylic acid 1 He
said that if that winc had gone into the
private cellars of the gentleman who had
defended Mr. DentVin, he would be quite
satisfied. As long as it did not get into
the stomachs of the general public, he
would have no reason to complain. There
were some V~,OOO or 14,000 gallons of
adulterated wine, but only 10,000 gallons
had been destroyed.
'Yhat had becom.e
of the balance ?
.Mr. FEACOCK.-The answer is that
steps are being taken by the Health dep~ut
ment, by instrnctions from the Government, to prevent the sale of adulterated
\vines throughout the State.
1\11'. LANGDoN.-I wonder how onr
grandfathers and grandmothers got on.
"HALF-DECKER" RAIL"WAY
CARHJAGES.
Mr. BAILES asked the :Minister of
Ra,ilways why the trains on the Bendigo
line included half-decker carriages ~ He
said that it was a great discomfort, especially in the winter season, to have to travel
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in these half-decker carriages on the longdistance lines. It was hard enough to
keep warm in the ordinary carriages.
Mr. L.A.NGDo:.\T.-'Vhat is a half-decker
carriage ~
Mr. BAILES said they were the carriages in which the compartments were
separated by partitiuns half-way up.
Mr. TRENWITH.-The department,'
like the honorable member for Korong,
does not know ,vhat is meant bv the term
half· decker, but assumes that· it means
the second-class carriages with the partition half-way up. 1~he answer to the
question is: 1'hey were used through
necessity arising' out of the increased
traffic last Saturday returning from the
show. They are not usually used on the
Bendigo line.
ANALYSIS OF FOODS AND
DRI~KS.

Mr. l>RENDERG AS'r asked the Minister of Public Health if he would instruct
the Health department to make an
analysis of foods, wines, spirits, beers,
condiments, &c., for the purpose of e~pos
ing adulterator::; and protecting the health
of consumers 1 He said that an instance
of food adulteration lately came under his
notice. In Brisbane an analysis was made
of food and driuks, and it was found that
salicy lie acid had .been stuck into butter,
not in a powdered state or mixed with
water, but in lumps. If what was said
outside was (!orrect, there was a great deal
of adulteration going 011, and it was the
duty of the Health department to put it
down.
Mr. PEACOCK.-This matter is somewhat similar to one we were discussing a
short time since. Power is vested in the
municipalities to do what the honorable
member desires.
Mr. PRENDERGAs'l'.-It ~hould be taken
out of their hand~.
Mr. PEACOCK.-In conllexion with
the adulteration of wine, the municipalities did not exercise the power "ested in
them, and Parliament passed the Wine
Adulteration Act. Bilb; are now being
prepared to give the Health department
full power t() deal with the matters referred to by the honorable member.
'VATER :MAINS AT BEKDIGO.
Mr. BAILES . asked the ~liniste.r of
Mine~ and 'Vater Supply the following
questions :1. Has he had his attention directed to
paragraphs in the Bendigo and metropolitan
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newspa.pers to the effect that recently the city of
Bendigo was plunged into almost total darkness,
and mining and other operations seriously interfered with, owing to the hursting of several
of the water mains '!
2. h Ill" aware of the c[tUses of these frequent bursts in the mains?
3. What steps does the department intend
taking so as to prevent a recurrence of the
serious losses and inconveniences experienced
by the citizel)s of Bendigo?

He said that some time ago there was a
round of cOl'nplaints as to the scarcity of
water to consumers in the Bendigo district, and the 'Water Supply department
constructed a
reservoir about 100
feet higher than the one from which the
mains were supplied. As soon as thewater was turned on several of the
water mains burst, the city of Bendigo
was almost plunged into total darkness, and the mines had to stop
work ('wing to the water supply
being cut off. He wished to know what
steps the department intended to take to
remedy this state of affa.ir~. The pipes.
were too weak to battle against the increased pressnre of water, alld, without
tha,t increased pressure, the wa.ter could
not be got to the higher levels. It was
evident that new mains were required.
Mr. PEACOCK. - rrhe Minister of
Mines and 'Vater Supply is ab~ent, and I
have been supplied with the following
reply:1. Attention has been directed to the paragraph referred to, and a report has been called
for, but not yet received.
2. Bursts of mains are cansed by sudden
opening and closing of valves, and are of
frequent occurrence.
3. It will be determined what spechtl steps
are necessary so soon as the official report is
received.

FRArrERNAL LIFE ASSURANCE
SOCIETY.
INDEPENDEN'l' ORDEn OF FORE~'l'ERS.
Mr. AHGYLE asked the Chief Secretary
the following questions : 1. Has the Fraternal Life Assurance Society,
known as the Independent Order of Foresters,
complied with all the provisions of the law
of this State that are applicable to life assurance companies?
2. Has the said socicty askClI the (iovernment
of Vicloria to appoint a Royal commission to
make full inquiry into its finallcial position, its
busincsE record, and its methods of transacting
life assurance business; and to make comparisons with the other life assurance societies and
companies doing business in Victoria upon all
matters which have to do with the costs of life
assurance?
3. If so, has this request been granted by the
Government; and if not, why?
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4. Has the executive of the Independent
Order of Foresters offered to pay all the expenses connected with the visit of an officer of
the Victorian Goyernment to Canada, to investigate the system upon which the institution
does business as well as its financial standing
and business record?
. _"",:, ,.- Il,.;~A:tt.~.;

Mr. PEACOCK.-The replies to the
honorable member's questions are as

follow:L Yes; it has fulfilled all the reqnirements
It has also invested in securities
here, and is now in negotiation with the Treasury department for further investment of surpIns funds in State debentures.
2. Yes.
3. No; because the Government has evidence in its possession that the business record
of the "Independent Order of Foresters" in
Canada, where its head office is situated, has
been a perfectly honorable one; and that it is
licensed to do the business of life assurance in
many States of the United States of America;
and that, after examination and inspection,
these licences, issued annually, have been renewed; and because the Government also has
evidence that the institution is incorporated by
a special Act of theParIiament of Canada, that it
is regularly licensed by the Life Assurance department of the Government of Canada to do
the business of life assurance ill the Dominion,
and that it is under Government inspection in
Canada. The Government also has evidence
that it is licensed by the Board of Trade of Great
Brita,in to do the business life assurance there,
and that its quinquennial valuation of assets.
was duly accepted by that body. In view of
these facts the Government did not deem it
necessary to accede to the request which was
ma.de by the "Independent Order of Forestel'S" for the appointment of a Royal commission for the purposes na.med.

of the law.

4. Yes.

TESTING BATTERIES.
Mr. GROSE asked the Minister of Mines
whether he would consider the question of
increasing the size of some of the testing
batteries from t.hree to six hpads of
stampers 1 He said he need scarcely point
out that in cases where there was sufficient
power to run a six-head battery it would
facilitate the workillg of the stone. He
hoped the Minister would be able to grant
the concession.
Mr. PEACOCK.-In the absence of the
Minister of Mines, I regret to say that it.
is impossible to do what, the honorable
member desires, as there is no money
availab1e for the purpose. When the
Mining Development Bill was originally
introduced, there was a certain slim of
money provided for three-head batteries.
The mOlley was spent in that particular
direction, alld when the arnending measure
was brought down reviving certain portions of the Minillg Development Act, the
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proVIsIOn in regard to batteries was left
out, so that there is no money available
for the purpose.
Mr. GrLI.IEs.-'Vas it not intentional ~
Mr. PEACOCK.-I cannot remember.
FERNTREE GULLY AND
GEMBHOOK RAILWAY.
LOCATJ RAU;WAY RATES.
Mr. KEAST asked the Minister of Railways whether he intended reducing the
local rates' on the Ferntree Gully and
Gembrook Railway. He said that great
injustice was done by the imposition of
local rates. It was very unjust for the
Railway department to charge 15s. a
truck for wood from Gembrook to Ferntree Gully, and then make another charge
of 15s. from Ferntree Gully to Melbourne.
Supposing a man sent down a truck of
wood worth £2, the net freight with the
unloading charge would be 33s. 6d. Unless the Government reduced t.hese rates
people would have to leave the district.
The Hail ways Commissioner promised a
deputation that he would reduce the
rates.
Mr. TRENWl'l'H.-The commissioner had
110 power to reduce the rates.
Mr. KEAST said it was an injustice,
and that an Act of Parliament should be
passed to remedy it.
Mr. 'l'RENWl'rH.-I have no power to
reduce these local rates; they are a
matter of law. I think the law a very
good one, and have no intention of altering
it.
Mr. KEAS'l'.--Have you not reduced the
rates on the mallee rail ways 7
Mr. TREN'VITH.-I have reduced
them in the case of the mallee rail ways by
the process of law, as they will be reduced
in this ease by the process of law.
Mr. KEAST.-Will you help me to do it
in this case ~
Mr. 'rRENV\TITI-I.-No; I think the
Jaw a very good one indeed.
NOH,TH-WESTERNMUNICIPALITIES.
RECOUPS FOR WATER SUPPLY
EXPENDITURE.
Mr. LANGDON asked the Treasurer
what provision he proposed to make with
the object of reconping various municipnJities in the north-west portions (!)f the
colony, who were called upon to expend
neai'ly the whole of their available revenue
for water supply and conservation purposes for the local inhabitants, in order
that the necessary repairs and mainten~nce
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of roads and bridges in their respective districts might be properly effected ~
He said that during the long-continued
drought it was well-known that the Hailway department carried water into the
mallee district a long way beyond that
portion of the country he was going to
refer to. A number of the shire::; wholie
ratepayers desired an immediate supply of
,vater agreed to the expenditure of every
shilling they could gather together in
cleaning out wells and dams. They so
crippled themfSelves by this expenditure
that they were unable to keep their roads
and bridges in repair.
A deputati<i)l)
waited on the Minister of Public'Vorks in
reference to the matter, and he kindly
received them and replied that he would
grant the shire of Charlton £500 towards
the particular works. He (Mr. Langdon)
had been told that the Treasurer had
quietly put his pen tbrough that item. He
hoped the honorable gentleman would
reconsider the matter. A sum of £1,000
appeared on the Estimates for clearing and
constructing roads.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Some more let-'emaloners!
.
Mr. PEACOCK.-I think every reasonable request preferred to the Government
ill regard to the unfortunate settlers in
the dry parts of the country has been
met.
Mr. GII.l.JIEs.-Only promises.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Jly colleague, the
Minister of 'Vater Supply, brought down
the MalIee Tanks Bill to help these municipalities. That measure has now become
law, and some of these municipalities will
be able to take ad van tage of it. vVe sen t
water trains to assist the poor unfortunate
settlers, and none of the shires was called
upon to pay one penny.
Mr. LANGDoN.-This shire did not ask
for anything in that direction.
Mr. PEACOCK.-'fhe
vVycheproof
vVater Vvorks Trust paid half tho cost. It
is true that some of the shires have expended their ordinary revenue in constructing new tallks and cleaning out old
ones. Any representation I'l1ade to me
with regard to any shire placed in this
most unfortunate plight will receive the
most favorable consideration that the
condition of the finances will permit.
THE SP ARRO'W PEST.
:Mr. LEVIEN asked the Minister of
Agriculture whether it was intended to
introduce legislation dealing. with the
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sparrow pest, and whether he would furni~h the Honse with the result of inquiry
made by the Government as to the
success of tho New Zealand measure
upon the subject. He said that the subject was brought before the McLean
Government some time ago, and Mr.
McLean, the then Premier, promised that
a thorough investigation would be made
into the method adopted in New Zealand
of dealing with the pest. 'fhe question
was one of urgeNCY, and of very great
importance.
All round Geelong the
small farmers were suffering from the
pest, which destroyed the small crops.
The pest could not be successfully dealt
with without; legislation.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-The I·eply to the
honorable member's question is as follows : Part 9 of 13th schedule of the Local Government Act 1890 gives municipal councils power
to deal with the qnestion.
The New Zealand Act deals only with roads
and reserves, and in the opinion of the
New Zealand authorit~es it has not proved a
succp.ss.

I will have inquiries made to ~tscertain
whether anything has been done in New
Zealand.
Mr. LEvTEN.-Is it intended to bring in
a Bill ~
Mr. MORRISSEY.-'Ve will give consideration to that.
OVERTIME IN 'rHE TRAi\nV AY
SERVICE.
Mr. METHVEN asked the AttorneyGeneral if he bclieyed that the Tramway
and Omnibus Company were ce.lmplying
with the Act in working their lllell more
than 48 hours per week or 8 hours per
day; and if not, was he prepared to
take allY steps to see that they complied
with the Act ~ He said that it was very
well known that tbe company were
workipg their men more than 8 hours
a day, and more than 48 hours a week,
and paying some of them overtime. The
company employed a very large number
of young men called "trainees," who
were on the trams from twelve to
eighteen months before being put on to
regular work. He considered that these
t::en ought to be given the work instead
of working the ordinary men more than
48 hours.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I desire to
say that I have no knowledge of the facts
regarding the conditions under which the
employes of the t.ramway company work.
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Therefore, I have no belief on the subject
REPAIRS TO srrA~rE SCHOOL
at all per se, but I may say that the
BUILDINGS.
working of the men for more than 48 hours
Mr. McLEOD asked the Minister of
a week is not <\, breach of the Act. Honor- Public Instruction w hat steps he proposed
able members will recollect that in to take to deal with the extraordinary
1899 and In the early part of delays in effecting repairs to State school
last year a
Bill was introduced buildings ordered for repairs, some of
by the honorable member for Carlton (Mr. tbem being ill a state of disrepair
Bromley) with the object of repealing .sec- highly prejudicial to the health of both
tion 62 of the Act-the section on which children and teachers? He said. he might
the question entirely turns-and substi- explain that his reason for asking this
tuting another provision in lieu thereof. question, and referring to the extraThat clause rendered the matter very ordinary delays which had taken place,
clear. It passed this House, but another was that in his own district there were
place made various amendments to which two schools for the repairH to which he
this House disagreed. That Bill lapsed had had the orderH of the )linister for
before the close of the session. Nothing some time. In fact, one of these orders was
appears to have been done since that time given him oyer nine months ago, and it
as far as I know. I have no information as was a reflection on members of the House
to the hours worked, and I do not know .when they were asked to do certain things,
whether they work by trip 0 1 ' - and when they got. the direction that those
things should be donc, that eight or nine
~1r. HESNEssy.-By the trip.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTrr.-This ques- month::; should ela,p::;e before the works
tion has from time to time been before the were put in hand. The state of some of
House, and the various legal members who the schools was very bad for the children.
have held office as Attorney-General have One Hchool that he knew of had its floor
fnll of holes and the windows all broken,
gi ven their opinions.
and generaily ~he place was in a shocking
Dr. MAJ.JONEy.-Your predecessor did state of disrepair. He ventured to say
·1\10re for the tram way men than any that if these schools were factories tho
Attorney-General who preceded him.
Government would in\tiate prosecutions
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I was speak- against those who allowed children to
ing of my predeceHsor, Mr. IsaacH. He assemble there, because all the sanitary
appears to have taken the (ilpinion of conditions were violated. If it was a fact
coullHel on this q nestion of the effect of that the repairs to a large number of
section 62. I have endeaYOllrecl to fiIld Hehools were waiting to be completed the
that opinion to-day in the Crown Law Government should take exceptional
department, but have been unable to do llleans of dealing with the difficulty,
so. III anHwering a quest.ion in the and get the repairs done in a reasonable
Honse, Mr. Isaac::; referred to the fact time. That was why he asked the
tha.t he had taken the opinion of counsel, :Minister if he was prepared to take any
and he then answered the qnestion, point- steps to get over this extraordinary
ing out that there was a difference deby, and to Hee that a number of these
between the company and the men as to selIool promises were put in a state of
the proper cOllHtrnetion of section 62.
proper repair.
)1r. GUHR.- I exceedingly regret that
Dr. )IALONEY said that he was one of
those whose llames appeared on the Bill honorable members haye been so much
to whieh the Attorney-General had re- worried with regard to the delay in
ferred aH being introduced by the honor- making repair.:;, alterations, and additiollH
able member for Ca.rlton. He wished to to Sta.te school buildings. I have been at
point out that the Bill as introduced did Illy wits' end for the past few months in
not meet the views of the honorable melll- connexion with thG same matter. I haY(~
bel' for Collingwood ()fr. Beazley) and endeavoured in· every possible way to get
himself, although their names were both the Public Works department to expedite
on the Bill, and therefore he and the the carrying out of these works, bnt in
honorable member for Collingwood moved yain. However, I placed the matter
certain amendments. Thev did this be- before my colleagues a week ago, and I
cause in their opinion t.h; Bill, as intro- have now succeeded in making ont a plan
duced, would have placed the men com- that I think will meet the difficulties in
the future. That plan will be Hnhmitterl
pletely in the power of the compallY.
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in the course of a, few days to my colleagues, and then I hope there will be no
more complaints. I can assure honorable
members that I am exceedingly anxiom;
to get all these repairs aud alterations
carried out expeditiously. It was only a
few weeks ago that it was reported to me
that a school bnilding was dangerouB for
children to enter. I at once ordered it to
be closed, but the strange part is that the
parents approached me and told me that
if I would allow the building to remain
olJen they would gUl1rantee the department against any accident which might
happen. I thought that that was a
responsibility ·which the parentB should
not undertake, and I refuBed to opon
the school even for such a. guarantee.
However, tho building iB now bcing
placed in proper order and repair, and
I hope to be able to say the same
later on with regard to all other school
buildings.

APPOINTMENT OF UNDERSECRETARY.
Mr. BOYD asked the Chief Secretary
the following questions ;-1. Has any recommendation heen ma.de by the
Public Service Board for filling the VaCltnt
office of Under-Secretary, as required by section 47 of the Public Service Act 1890?
2. Is it intended to appoint some one to that
office without the recommendation of the Public
Service Board ?
3. If not, why has the Cabinet made a selection prior to obtaining that recommendation?
4. Must the board necessarily accept the
recommendation of the Cabinet, or will the
board be free to recommend the Governor in
Council to appoint the officer, who. in the
opinion of the board, is best entitled by seniority and merit to the position of UnderSecretary?

Mr. rrRENvVITH.-·With rcfercnce to
the subject of the honorable membcr's
questions, the Govol'nrnent h[l,ve selected,
in their opinion, a person who possesses
the necessary qualifications, and have
requiBiti~ned the Public Service Board to
nominate him for their L'\,pproval. This iB
not an altogether unusual course. It i::;
not infrequently done in special cases.
This is a special caBe. The Public Service
Board has to nominate, and then the
Governor in Council has to appoint. But
in the requisition we have, as is not infrequently done, indicated the person
whom we should be glad if the Public
Service Board nominated ..
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PUBLIC SEHVICE SALARIES.
DEDuc1'IO~t-:l FOR QU.ARTERS.

~1r. BE~T

asked the Attorney-General
the following question;If-as it appears frol11 the answers that he
gave to certain questions on the 20th August
last, that Captain Burrowes was l'efunded the
amount deducted fl'om his sa.lal'Y as for rent for
quarters, upon the advice of the Honorable I.
A. Isaacs, when Attorney-Uenel'al, and that
thereafter the Government did Hot continue to
make such deduction, and that the Honorable
\V. H. Irvine, when Attorney-General, afldsed
in favour of Colonel Bull in respect of a precisely similar cltLim-he will he good enough to
state the reason why Ca.ptain Burrowes' claim
was allowed and Colonel Bull's claim is not
allowed?

Sir SA)ICEL GILLOl' rr.-I dCBirc to
inform the honorable member and the
House that I iUn not aware of the rcason
why Captain Burrowes' claim was allowed.
I can only assume that that claim was allowed inasmuch as the Attorney-General
at that time, Mr. Isaac::;, \Va::; of opiniol;1
that it should he allowed. ,"Yith re~·tl.rd
to the ::;econcl que::;tion as to the re~son
,vby Oohmel Bull's claim is not allowed, I
desire to say that legal proceedings were
taken byColonelBnll on 2:3rdAngust, 1900.
That was during tho time when my honorable friend, the member for Lowan, waB
Attorney-General. The judgment of the
court was delivered on 5th X ovembcr,
1900. rrhe .Ylinistrv of which that hOllorable member was a ~ member went ont of
office during that month-in fact, a few
daYB later. The quest.ion theu cl'Opped up
before the Cabinet of the new Turner
Government after this judgment was
obtained, as to whether '\ c shonld 1e
satisfied with the judgment of the .;ourt
here, or whether we should appoul to the
Full Conrt, and evell, if we wero UllBUCcessful at the Full Court, wbether we
should 110t go fnrther and appeal to the
Privy Coullcil. r:J.'hat was the course that
was adopted during the period in which my
predecessor, nIl'. IsaacH, was in office. ~\n
appeal wus made to the Fnll Court. ,Ye
have failed in that appeal, but we are now
prosecuting an appeal to the Privy Council, alld all I can say is that, if we fail ill
tbis appeal to the Privy Couneil, thiB claim
will invohTe other claims, which will
amount probably to over £:20,000. 80
that the GO\'ernment came to the conclusion that in their opinion it ~\'aB desirable
that "'e should have the highest and
most authoritative opinion known to our
law before we consented to pay the
claim of Colonel Bull. That is the only
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reason, so far as I know, that I can assign
why Cololllel Bull's claim has not been paid.
Mr. BENT observed that if the Speaker
would permit him for a moment, he wished
to say that it was very hard on Colonel
Bull. He knew it would be unfair to
other honorable members for him to make
a speech on the subject now, and he did
not intend to say anything regarding the
matter at this moment, at any rate until
the Attorney-General had the opportunity
of consulting his colleagues. If the Attorney-General was going to do that he
(Mr. Bent) wished to point out that he
cuuld make a suggestion to the members
of the Ministry that would help to simplify matters. It \'"as a hard case for
Colonel Bull and Mr. Fisher to get a
verdict, and yet to be unable to receive
their money.
EMBEZZLEMENT OF MELBOURNE
UNIVERSITY FUNDS.
Mr. DUFFY, by leave, observed that
he hall noticed that the University
authorities had approached the Premier
in order to get financial assistance.
Mr. BEN'l'.-I hope he will not give it.
Mr. DUFFY said that that assistance
was asked for to meet the deficiency
caused by defalcations, and he would ask
the Premier if, before he granted that
assistance, he ,,,"ould have a thorough inquiry made into the financial system
under which such defalcations were possible 1 In asking this question, he did not
wish to press the Premier for an answer at
the moment, but he rather threw it out as
a suggestion. Perhaps the Premier might
give the House his milld upon it next day.
Mr. PEACOCK.-My mind is rUllning
in the same direction as the mind of the
honorable member. To me it has been a
surprising shock to nnd that in a big
public institution such a state of affairs has
existed, by which it was possible for such
defalcations to take place, spread over
such a long period.
Mr. ROBINsoN.-And aG.dited by Government auditors.
Mr. :\lcKENZIE. - 'Vhat sort of auditors
have they?
:NIl'. HENNE::;::;Y. - 1.'he Government
auditors.
Mr. PEACOCK.-Honorable memberlS
had better sllspend their judgn1()llt with
regard to any phase whatsoever of this question, for I have had conveyed to me semiconfidentially, aud also read in the press,
and heard from other quarters as well,
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different statements which I would not
attempt to discuss with the deputation
which waited on me yesterday, because
until a complete investigation has taken
place some of these statements may be
The matter will
absolutely hearsay.
have to receive the mORt careful consideration of the Government first and Parliament afterwards as to how it was possible
that such a big public institution should
be robbed in the manner in which it has
been, and what system of supervision and
check existed, and whether the Finance
Committee, the officials, or the Government were to blame. I have been most
surprised at the revelations which have
been madeto me with regard to this matter
in the last few days. I promise that
the matter will receive the most careful
consideration of the Governmeut, and
that the House will have the earliest
opportunit'y of knowing from me what
will be done in connexion with the
matter.
Mr. BROWN observed that ill reading
the public newspapers it had occurred to
him that very streuuous efforts should be
made by the Government or by the University authorities to trace what had become of the missing debentures.
It
seemed to him that the debentures
had been taken at the eleventh hour,
w hen this man knew that he was in
trouble. He (Mr. Brown) did not believe
that they had becn put on th8 market.
·Wherever they were, they were concealed
80111Owhere, and he thought it was the
duty of the Government to employ
a detective, or a dozen detectives if
necessary, to get at the bottom of it. He
was perfectly satisned that no man could
have got through anything like the sum
of money-something like £15,000-in
the time. He was satisfied that the man
meant to make a bolt of it, and the
Government should do somethin~ to see
if they could not collar thos~ debentures.
U

RAIL 'VA Y MAN AG EMENT
COMMITTEE.
Mr. V ALE lllovedThat the select committee appointed on
14th August, to inquire into and report upon the
Hystem of promotion in the Railway department ~d its general management, financial
and otherwise, have leave to report the minutes
of evidence from time to time.

Mr. BRO'VN seconded the motion, which
was agreed to.
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MUNIC[PALITIES AND THE
LICENSING ACT.
Mr. GRAHAM, by leave, move<iThat there be laid before this House a
return showing1. The total amount paid to each municipality
for the year 1899, as equivalent for licencefees under section 201 of Act No. 1111, and the
total amount of licence-fees collected in each
municipal district under that Act during the
same year.
2. The total amount of penalties collected
under the Licensing Act dUl'ing 1899·1900.

He said that this motion was in lieu of a
similar motion carried at his instance on
24th July last.
.
Mr. LANGDON seconded the motion,
which was agreed to.
Mr. PEACOCK presented a return in
accordttnce with the foregoing order.
MINERS' RAILWAY 'rICKETS.
Mr. KERR said he wished to move the
adjournment of the House, and the subject on which he proposed to speak was
the question of extending the present
limit on the Victorian railways for
miners on workmen's tickets from 25 to
50 miles.
Twelve members having risen in their
places (as required by the standing
order) to support the motion,
Mr. KERR stated that, in moving this
motion, he did not wish to delay the
House, but he considered the questiou
one of very great importance which
affected a very large section of the community. He thought that the question which
was put on t.he notice-paper some two or
. three weeks ago by his colleague was
very unsatisfactorily answered by the
Minister of Railways.
The positivn
was this-hollorable members knew that
there were a large number of miners
engaged in mining in Victoria who were
separated from their homes and had to
travel a considerable distance in order to
reach them. Under the present system
they were allowed to get tiokets at reduced
fares for 25 miles. Many of them had to
go as far as 50 miles, and it was a matter
of very great inconvenience to them
thttt they got; a concession for the first 25
miles and had to pay the usual rates for
anything over that. At one time, of
course, when miners used to shift from
place to place as they got work, it was
different, b\l1.t now many of them were
settled in and around such places as Bal·
larat, Bendigo, Maryborough, Castlemaine,
Allendale, Creswick, and Stawell, and
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various other places. They had homes
there, and they thought it undesirable to
shift now to wherever they got work.
They were, therefore, compelled to go long
distances to new fields in order to find
employment. 'l'hey had, in those circumstances, to practically keep two homesthe first one for their own family where
they were living, and the second one for
themselves, for they had to "batch" or pay
for their board where they were working.
-When the rates of pay of the miners, and
the scarcity of work were considered, it
was a very great hardship that they
should be compelled to pay the ordinary
fares in order to pay an occasional
Honorvisit to their own homes.
able members should do everything in
their power to assist them, because
their work was often arduous, and
\hey were engaged in many instances
under unhealthy conditions, and above all,
the scarcity of their work should be considered. He was perfectly sale in saying
that although the miners were supposed
t.o receive £2 5s. per week as their rate
of pay, he did not believe that one miner
in ten received that. rate of wage during
the whole year. The general average was
not 25s. a week, and when honorable
members came to take into consideration
that the men had, in those circumstances,
to keep two homes going, they would
recognise that they should do everything
that la,y in their power to assist such a
deserving body of men. The necessity
for doing this had been realized in every
other community. It was recognised in
some degree in M~lbourne itself, for even
the :Melbourne Tramway Company realized
that it was fair al1d just to carry workmen
at something like half-fare from their homes
It was recognised that
into the city.
every inducement should be offered to
men to go out of the city to live, and to
come in to their work at red uced fares.
Such an al'rangemeut was of benefit to all
concerned. So far as the mining community was concerned honorable mem bers
should do everything they could to assist
men who had to go very far afield to find
work. The men working at Pitfield, and
Berringa, and Meredith, in his district,
were men who came from Stawel1, Maryborough, Allendale, Creswick, Egerton,
and various other places. They got the
concession for 25 miles, and then after
that they had to pay the ordinary fare.
The department might very well extend
the concession up to 50 miles, and he did
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not think the loss to the Railways would be
very great. He therefore felt that this
\Va!',; :t q uestioll that f:!hou Id be taken up
by thiH House, a.nd that the House should
induce the commissioner or the Minister
of Railways to see that in" future the concession wa~ gi VOll to tho miners, so that
they would be able to reach their homes
withont paying such fares as they had
to pay at the prm.;ent time. He had no
wish to delay tho House, but he did say
that this importftnt qnestion was one that
deserved cOllsideratioll at the hands of the
House, and he was sure that in bringing
the mattl'r forward he would haye the
snpport, not only of the mining members
of this HouHe, but of many others, who
would know that in helping an industry
like this, and aSHisting those engaged in it,
they would be doing good to the whole
community.
1Ir. SADLElt obsoryed that he had
lUuch pleasure in seconding tho motion
brought forward by hiH colleague. He
brought the samo matter bofore the House
HOUlO two or three weeks ago, and got an
uuf::\. vorable reply from the :Nlinister. It
WttS such an urgent and important matter
to a large body of workmon who did not
earn too much money that he thought he
might have received a more favorablo
aw;wer from the Minister than he did. He
"'leU; asked, together with hiH colleague, at
that time, by the Al1lH.1gamated Miners'
A.Hsociation, to bring the matter before the
House. Tho miners at 0110 time had a
reaHonable concession from the Hailway
department. They wore allowed to travel
at a reduced fare for a distance of
l)O miles. The reduction was from the
ordinary fare down to 1d. per mile,
so that honorable member~ would see
that the reduction to the miner was not
:-.luch 11 very great one, and that the loss
to the department, if there was any loss
at all, could not have been very great.
In fact, it was very questionable indeed
if the Railway department suffered any
loss at all.
They all knew that the
department ran their trains at certain
stated periods, and if the passengers came
the train ran and the department got the
fares, but if the passengers did not come
the department did not get the fares, .but
they ran the train all the same. In this
Cal:.;e, if the department would grant a
reasonable concession to these miners,
they would travel to their homes oftener
than they did at the present time, and he
thou~ht that the department, instead of
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suffering a loss, would very probably ill
the end find that their receiptH were
increased. The Railway department withdrew the con(lession during the time
of retrenchment, when they were in
difficulties. It had now been kept fr01ll
the miners for some time, and, as the district
which he and his colleague represented
was a live one, mining was fairly prosperous in it, while iIy a number of the
other districts around there was a very
great depreHsioll in mining. The result
was that their district had attracted a
large number of miners who were working
at Pitfield, and Berringa, and Meredith,
and who came from as far as Sandhurst,
Talbot, Maryborough, and especially
Allendale-a place which had suffered
very much. ').lhese men could not' get to
their homes on the 25-mile limit concession. In fact, the district of Meredith
had become so famous recently on account
of the Duke of York mine that very many
miners had been attracted there. Those
men could not oven go back as far as
Ballarat on the ~5··mile limit concession,
because it was more than 25 miles away.
The peculiarty of the Meredithdistrict was
that it was essentially a farming district,
and there were no miners settled there.
He did not think it would be too much for
the Minister to use his influence with the
commissioner to endeavour to get b~tck the
old concession extending the distance to
50 miles. The Melbourne Tramway Company took workmen from the suburbs in
which they lived to the city 01' other
su burbs in which they worked and back
again at half-rates, but half-rates were not
being asked on behalf of the miners. The
concession they sought was a reduction to
Id. per mile. Surely it was better to
enable miners to have permanent homes
and become decently settled citizens than
to have them running about the country,
as they used to do. They should certainly
be enabled to return to their homes at
short intervals, and he hoped that the
Minister would be able to give a favorable answer.
Mr. BAILES remarked that some time
ago, in order to meet the requirements of
workmen in the metropolis who had homes
in one suburb and worked in another or
in the city, the Railway department gave
them the privilege of travelling up to 10
miles for a return fare of 6d. It was
only fair to grant a somewhat similar C011cession to workers in the eountry districts, the miners particularly. As mines
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got deeper the cost of working them beca.me greater, and very' frequently hands
had to be reduced. i\finers who had built
excellent homes were compelled by force of
circumstances to go to new gold-fields to
obtain work, especially those who were
physically unfit to labour in the deep
mines of the old-established mining
centres. Such men should be enabled to
visit their homes and families, because it
was not to be expected tha.t miners
could remove their homes every time they
had to seek work on another gold-field.
They should be allowed to travel at
cheap rates up to a distance of 50 miles.
The Railway department already allowed
this concession to a distance of 25 miles,
and there could be 110 valid objection to
extending it to 50 miles.
Mr. VALE said he was rather pleased
with the marvellously sympathetic tone
in which the Premier answered the
question of the honorable member for
Korong. The honorable gentleman told
the House in very pleasant lan~uage how
kind he had been to the poor farmers,
how he had carried water to them for
nothing, aud how he was prepared to. do
all he could for the poor farmer.
But
when it came to tbe case of the poor
miner, there did not seem to be a word of
kindness for him. He need not say anything for the men. who had invested
and lost hundreds of thousands of pounds
in gold mines, but he would say a few
words on behalf of the men who were
'working in the mines, and who had built
decent houses in centres of population
where their children could be within reach
of the sohools. No honorable member knew
more about this aspect of the question
than the Premier, who represented the
township of Clunes, which was described
by the people of some ofthe neighbouring
places as the home of the grass widow.
He was not speaking ill any tone of disrespect. He gave the miners credit for
the faet that they were prepared to go
from one end of Australia to the other
in order to earn enough money to keep
their homes together. It was not a free
gift that was being asked for on behalf of
the miners, but a concession which w(\)uld
induce such an increase in the passenger
traffic as would amply repay the Railway department and the Government.
Surely,"if the department could carry
w heat from Melbourne to Bairnsdale for
one farthing per ton per mile, it could
carry a man for 1d. per mile. He must
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confess that he was rather annoyed at the
cool c~)lltem ptuous i.,~ifference with which
many honorable members treated any
deserving claim that was put forward on
behalf of the mining interests.
Mr. K D. WILLIAMS stated that it
gave him very much pleasure to support
the request for this concession to the
miners. Having lived for 34 or 35 years
among miners, and come in contact with
them every day, knowing also the uncertainty of their arduous calling, and their
liability to removal from one district to
another to get work to support their
wives and families; recognising, too, the
great hardship that had been and still
was irnpoi'jed on miners who had to break
up their homes, and remove their families
from one district to another, because the
expense of railway travelling prevented
them visiting their homes once a fortnight
or ouce a month, he strongly sympathized
with the request now made in their behalf.
Miners were generally paid fortnightly,
and they would be perfectly satisfied with
any concession that would enable them
to visit their homes once a fortnight.
'What was now asked for by the
miners had been granted to working
men in the metropolis who were following
occupations not nearly so dangerous as
mining. He trusted that the Minister of
Hailways would show the same sympathy
for the working millcrs as he had often
expressed from the corner before he took
office. If the honorable gentleman carried
out the principles he then avowed, the
concession now asked for would be
granted. It was certainly no more than
the miners deserved, and had a right to
expect.
Mr. LEVlEN expressed the opinion
that this question should not be considered as one of sympathy with the
miners, but-in one respect, at any rate
- as to what was profitable for the railways. If the concession now desired was
extended Hot merely to miners, but also
to any other class of workers who desired
to visit their homes, and it .was not limited
to 50 miles, but available as far as such
persons wished to travel, he had no hesitation in saying that it would resul t in great
gain to the departmf.nt and to the State.
He knew 50 or 100 men, whose homes
were ill his own electorate, but who,
through scarcity of work there had had
to get employment in differen t parts of
the country, and, owing to the heavy
expense of railway: travelling, they were
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unable to visit their homes at short
intervals. That was not a desirable state
of things. Surely every workman should
be allowed to get horne at least once a fort-

night, alldshould not be put to the expense
of having to remove his home each time he
was under the necessity of obtaining employment in another place. Such men should
be carried for about one-third the usual
fare.
The trains had accommodation
enough to carry them all, and he believed
that the traffic would pay the department
at one-quarter the usual fare.
He
sincerely hoped that the Minister of Railways, after hea,ring what honorable members had to say on the subject, would put
himself in the place of the workmen who
had to follow their avocations at considerable distances from their homes, and grant
the desired concession. There was no
justification whatever for limiting the
distance.
Mr. MITCHELL observed that he was
very pleased that this matter had been
brought forward, and he trusted that the
Minister would give the request due consideration, and grant the concession now
asked for. It was undoubtedly a very
The
desirable thing to bring about.
miners were amongst the most deserving
classes of men in the community. They
carried their lives in their hands when
they went down the mines, where they
worked nnder extremely difficult and
arduous conditions. Many miners had to
go very great distances away from their
homes to find employment and earn a
living for themselves and their families.
If they were enabled to visit their homes
every fortnight or three weeks, when they
had the long shift oft~ it would be a great
blessing to them and to their people., At
present, in very maay cases, they could
only go home once every six or eight
weeks, because the expenditure on railway
tra velling was too great for them to
incur it more frequently. Knowing that
this request would appeal to the best
sentiments of honorable members, he
hoped that the desired concession, which
would be to the ad vantage of the miners
and their families, without involving any
loss to the Railway department, would be
granted.
Mr. LANGDON remarked that the
honorable mem ber for Ballarat "\Vest
(Mr. Vale) had expressed his surprise that
he (Mr. Langdon) received any sympathy
from the Premier in regard to the question he put to the honorable gentleman in
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the interests of the farmers. But why
should the honorable member have been
surprised, seeing that the farmers only
asked for what thev were entitled to 1
The farmers had" never pressed him
(Mr. Langdon) to ask for more than they
considered their rights, and he could tell
the hOI.lorable member and the House
that most of the farmers in his electorate
were old diggers who sympathized with
the miners of the present day just as
much as the representatives of the wining
centres did. Personally, he would be
only too happy to assist in obtaining this
needful concession for the miners. For
the information of the Minister of Railways, he would like to point out that a
bettor train service for ~aturday was desirable, to enable miners to visit their
wi ves and families.
Mr. KIRTON said he did not think the
House was likely to reach the end in view
by honorable members disparaging any
section of the community, and, although
he was a representative of a mining
electorate, he would be glad to see the
desired concession extended to every other
class of worker.:; as well as to miners. It
had been recognised by legislation
that the miner occupied an exceptional position. His wages were not
more than £1 5s. per week on the average-in fact, many miners' earnings.did not
exceed £1 per week. The Hailway department had taken up an anomalous position
in regard to this matter. vVhy should a
miner be allowed to travel up to 25
miles at a reduced rate, and not to a
greater distance, in order to visit his
home ~ If it was justifiable to allow him
to travel 25 miles at a reduced rate,
it was equally justifiable to allow him to
. travel .50 miles or an indefinite distance.
The miner was entitled to special consideration.
He believed he (Mr. Kirton)
had the horlaur of suggesting, if not of
actually initiating, the system of reduced
railway rates for miners, and he would
remind the Minister and the House that
a very stringent check was provided by
the Miners' Association to prevent the
possibility of fraud. Before a miner could
get a rail way ticket at the reduced rate,
he had to obtain a certificate from the
secretary of the association, so that the
privilege was confined to bon(t .fide miners.
The cGlncession now asked for was practically infinitesimal to the Railway department, but it would be a very great
advantage to the individual miner, and
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therefore he trusted that it would be
granted.
Mr. LA WSO.N expressed the hope that
the Minister of Railways wonld see his
way to extend the limit of the distance
which miners were allowed to travel at
the reduced rate.
The Railway department had practically admitted that
the miners had a just elaim to this
concession, and that it was good for the
State, because miners were already allowed tu travel a distance of 25 miles at
the reduced rate. Personally he could
not understand why that arbitrary limit
had been fixed. If it ",as good to grar,t
t.he concession to a miner who had to
travel 24 miles to visit his home, it was
equally good to grant it to a miner who
had to travel 26 lniles to reach home.
There did not seem to be any sound or
valid reason at all for the present limitation of the distance which miners cCHlld
travel at the reduced rate. Of course
there was a possibility of the desired
privilege being abused if it were granted,
but no one would object to the most
·stringent conditions being provided, or to
·every precaution being taken so as to insnre that tickets at reduced rates WQuid
be issued to bona .fide working miners
.only, for whom they were intended. Owing to the ullcertainty of mining ventures,
miners were frequently thrown out of
work, and had to seek employment in
other districts. rrhat was well Imo\,\,11 to
honorable members, and he had no doubt
that, no matter what interest might predominate in an honorable member's electorate, he must sympathize with the
miners so situated, and desire this concession to be granted.
Mr. McLEOD stated that he hoped
the Minister would take this request into
his special consideration, and remember
the difficulties that surrounded the mining
industry. Miners had frequently to travel
round about the country in search of
.employment, and it would be irnpQssible
for them to marry and bring up families
if they had to take their wives and childrenand belongings with them every time
they had occasion to go from one place to
.::tnother. In many districts mines did "not
last very long, and when they were worked
()ut the miners who had been employed in
them were under tho necessity of seeking
work elsewhere. The exten1:lion of the
limit now asked for would be a benefit to
the Rail way department, because it would'
induce more passenger traffic by enabling
Session 1901.-[90]
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working miners to visit their homos more
frequently in the future than they had
done in the past. Mining was in a
languishing condition in many of the old
gold-fields at the present time, and men
who had previously worked in places like
Ballarat, Bendigo, and Mary borough, and
had established homes there, were now
employed in other districts, and were unable to visit their families more than once
a month or once in six weeks, because the
low rate of wages, the amount of lost
time, and the expense of travellillg prevented them from doing so. He trusted
that the Minister would grant thi::; concession.
Mr. LAZARUS remarked that the
Minister of Railways would have gleaned
from the debate that there was a general
desire among honorable members that
some concession should be made to workmen travelling to their homes. Although
the representative of a mining COllstituency, he (Mr. Lazarus) a.dmitted
that this concession might be extended
not only to- the miners, but also to
workmen generally. There "was already
a similar concession made to working
men who travelled on the suburban lines.
That was fair, and as it should be. Miners
enjoyed the advantage of reduced railway
fares for distances of 25 miles, but
the Railway department could extend
that concesf:lion to a, much greater distance, and to other worker::; as well as
miners, with ad vantage to the reyellUe of
the department. He therefore hoped the
Minister would be able to give a favorable reply.
Mr. GILLIES observed that as a rule
he did not believe in making extreme concessions. It very oftcn happened that in
considering a matter of this kind they
could not get at the real facts of the case.
If the Minister of Railways could know
exactly what was likely to happen as the
result of granting the desired concession,
his way would be perfectly clear, but 110
honorable member could say how many
persons would be involved in the change
now asked for, even in the district with
whilJil he was best acquainted. Could
any honorable member say whether the
number of men who would be able to
take advantage of the concession was
sufficiently Jarge to justify the Minister in
acceding to the request 1 Many honorable
members were well aware that, in consequence of the changes that took place
from time to time in mining centresr
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miners who were anxiolls to have continuous employment wore obliged to go
to no\\' gold-fields, whore there was no chance
of providing accommodation for their wives
and families,und the miners themselves had
to live under the most poor and miserable
cOliditions. They were bound to go home
occasionally to see their wives and families, and spend the week end with them.
'Vas there no way by which the Minister
could see w hother he would be undertaking an unreasonable risk by making
the concession now asked for? A few
miles mor8 or less was not of sufficient
importance to bother the Minister. Some
general arrangement should be arrived at
to meet the case. This was, 110 doubt, an
experiment, but it was one of those experiments whioh were well worth making.
It was not to bo expected that the Railway department would make much money
ill this way, bnt so long as the railways
would not lose, the request now made was
worthy of consideration by the State.
Mr. TREN'YITH stated that the matter that had now been brought under his
notice was, of course, an important one,
and it was an interesting one as well,
but he would haye been better pleased if
the honorable member who had introduced the subject had made him acquainted beforehand with his intention to
move the adjournment of the House. If
that had been done, he (Mr. Trenwith)
"'ould howe been possessed of fnller information on the subject than he was now.
I,t \Va~ impossible for the Minister of
Railways to know aU the intricacies
of the department, and he him~elf
was not fully posted al::i to :what
cOllGessions
had been made from
time to time by the Hailway department to minel'~. He would point out,
however, that from a railway point of
view the matter was merely one of ponnds,
The honorable
shillings, and pente.
member for Ballarat 'Vest (Mr. Kirton)
had pointed out that the miller was in a
very different positionfromothersections of
the public who used the rail ways. The
country owed the miner a great deal.
This country's pro~perity was very largely
due to his operations. rrhis fact, however,
had already been recognised in a number
of ways by the State. For instance, the
miner was to a greater extent than any
other section of nomadic workers enabled
to live in one spot owing to the miner's
right to th~ occupancy of land. A very
largo number ()f men who had followed
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mllung pursuits had by this llleans obtained a freehold practically for nothing.
Mr. MCGREGOR.-You might look at
the other side of the question, and see
what the miner has not got.
Mr. TRENvVrrH said he did llot wish
to make any comparison between miners
and others, but it must also be remembered that many hundreds of thousands.
of pounds had beeu spent in mining development in the interest of course of
the State as a whole, but primarily in the interests of the miners.
The Rail way department was rlOW asked
to make a greater concession to miners than
was made to any other class of workmen.
He (Mr. Trenwith) did not say that that
was not right. But he did say that there·
was no warrant· for the assertion made by
the honorable mem'ber for Ballarat West
(Mr. Vale) that the State had shown the
miner very little consideration. It was
well known that in this country tHOre
consideration had been given, and properly
so, to the miner than to any other class of
workers. It\'Vould h.avc been wrong not
to have done so, but at the same time,.
when there w~\'s such general sympathy
with the miner, it was wrong to say that
that sympathy did not exist. Now, with
reference to the concession now asked fort
honorable members had urged that it
could be made without loss t.o the department, and that it might possibly give a
profit. He (Mr. Trenwith) said unhesitatingly that if it could be done with a
profit it should be done at once. Nay, if
it could be done without loss to the department it should be done at once. If,
on the other hand, it would entail a loss.
to the department, it was a concession
that ought not to be made by the Acting Railways Commissioner. As Minister
of H.ailways he was cOlltinually confronted by requests from one deserv·
ing section of the community and
another for concessions in connexion with
the railways, but he considered he had noright to make concessions in that way~
All that the Railways Commissioner ~hould
be asked to do was to consider requests,
the granting of which would be to the
public convenience without entailing loss.
H the request involved a loss, it was not a
question for the Railways Commi~sioner,
but it was a question for the ~rreasurer
and Parliament. 'Yhile he was upon his
feet he might add that in his opinion this
was a rule which ought to apply everywhere. He constantly had peopl~ coming'
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to him who were extremely deserving, and
with whom he had the greatest possible
sympathy-people, too, for whom this
House had often expressed its sympathy-but it did not seem to him that the Minister
of Railways, even if he had the power,()ught
to make :;ny concession behind the back
of Parliament merelv for charitable or
sympathetic reasons." So far as the
present request was concerned, he would
consult with the Railways Commissioner
and lay before him all that had been
said from a railway point of view, which
was the only point of view from which the
commissioner was justified in regarding
it. ~rhe question of carrying workmen
generally at lower rates, as had been suggested, was also a, very important one,
but there was an enormous difficllity in
the way of carrying such a system
into effect.
rrhe Mel bourne Tram way
Company had bee~ referred to, but
the circumstances there were very
different. The tram lines were very
short, and the company was able to
set apart a certain hour in the day when
cheap workmen's t.rams were run. If
Lord Hopetoull were travelling at that
time of t.he day he would only have to pay
l~d.
By this means there was no
necessity to discriminate closely between
workmen and other travellers. Such a
system as this might be practicable in
some respects on the railways, but it
obviously would not be practicable in all
respects.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The workmen do·
not get the full benefit of that conce~
sion from the 'rramway Company, becanse another tram is run close behind
the workmen's tram, and a great many
passengers are chased off the workmen's
tram.
Mr. TRENWrrH said he knew nothing
aloout that. But there could be no doubt
that what was easily practicable in connexion with the tramw~ys was nothing
like so practicable 011 the railways. He
would consider the whole matter carefully with the aeting commissioner in the
light of the representations that had been
made, and if in the opinion of the commissioner the concession could be made
,vithout loss, he (Mr. Trenwith) would
undertake to use his influence to induce
the commissioner to make an extension of
the privilege.
The motion for the adjournment of the
House was put and negatived.
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AMENDMENT BILL.
The House went into committee for the
further consideration of this Bill.
On clanse 7, requiring notice to be given
of the shipment ~f frozen products,
Mr. MORRISSEY stated that it was
found necessary in furthering the export
trade that the fullest information should
from time to time be obtained by the department from the various port,s of shipment as to the kind and quantity of products that were being shipped abroad, in
order that the department mi~ht advise
its General Ageut in England of their
approach.
C~mplaints had been made
from time to time by the General Agen t
that products arrived in England without
sneh notice having been given, so that he
was unable to make provision for their
dispm;al. The result was that a loss was
often sustained by the shippers which
might have been avoided.
On clause 8, which was as follows:In section 11 of the Exported Products Act
1898 after the words" free from disease" there
shall be inserted the words "and are suitahle
for exportation beyona the Australian t'itatcs,"

Mr. LEVIEN said that this was a very
important clause, because it gave the inspector power to prevent the exportation of any meat whether it was good,
bad, or indifferent, if in the opinion of
the inspector it was for any reason unThe present
suitable for exportation.
law merely required that the meat should
In his (Mr.
be free from disease.
Levien's) opinion this was too great an
extension of the power of an inspector,
and was quite IInnecessary. The existing
law was only tolerated by producers because it was on the statute-book, and
they would very much prefer to see the
whole thing wiped out. The effect of
the present clause would be to leave exporters to the whim of t.he inspector,
who might say that the meat was to~)
lean, or too fat, or too ugly, and that it
should not be exported. It would be quite
, sufficient for the inspector to take care
that the meat was free from disease.
Mr. MOHRJSSEY.-! am glad that you
admit that inspection is of some 'Talue.
Mr. LEVlEN said he did not object to
that amount of inspection, but in his
opinion it would be much better if we
could advertise abroad that our flocks
and herds and our dairies were free from
disease and subject to G0vernment. inspection.
That was qUIte a different
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thing from preventing the exportation of
the pr(1)duct. He asked the Minister
to con~ider whether the circumstances
were such as to call for this enlarged
powerto be put inthehandsoftheinspeetor.
It must involve considerable expense, and
that expense must in the end be paid by
the producer. If any commensurate
advantage could be gained it would be
different. As the clause stood it seemed
to him to lue both dangerous and unilCcessary.
Mr. MU J.{HAY remarked that he could
not agree with the views of the last
speaker. It seemed to him that this was
one of the most essential clauses in the
Bill, if they wished-he did not say to
maintain the reputation of Australian
meat in the London market, but if they
wanted to improve the reputation of Victorian meat in that market. There was a
marked difference in the quoted prices for
the best Australian beef and mutton, and
the prices of the best New Zealand beef
and mutton, and that difference could only
be attributed to the want of supervision
or control as to the qualit,y of the meat
exported, not so much from Victoria as
froUl other Australian States. A very
low class of meat had been allowed to
leave Australian ports for the markets of
the old world.
Mr. LEYIEN.-Still it brings its value.
Mr. MUHHAY said that that was true,
but the exportation of this poor meat did
great injury to the trade. Some years
ago he had a friend in London, who took
an interest in Australian products, and
who used to visit the markets regularly.
This gentleman had many conversations
with retail dealers, and ascertained what
was done with Australian meat. If the
carcasses of mutton were of high-class
quality, and thawed well, they were smld
in the retail shops as English mutton.
Mutton of poor quality, although Australian, which thawed badly, was sold for
what it really was, namely, Australian
mutton. The only mutton, therefore,
which the consumer knew as Australian
mutton was of the very poorest quality.
Victorian lamb was equal in quality to the
best Canterbury lamb, but the latter
enjoyed the benefit of the guarantee that
no moat that was not of first-class quality
was allowed to be exported from New
Zealand. No inferior lamb was allowed
to be sent from New Zealand, and that
fact, to a large extent, explained the
difference in the prices of the meat. He
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did not say that so much inferior beef and
mutton had been sent 1:l,way from Victoria
as had been sent from the other States.
During a visit to one of the neighbouring
. States he saw thousands of carcasses of
sheep frozen for export that were actually
too poor for sale in the local market.
These sheep would be put upon the English market as Australian mutton, and
thus lower the price and ruin the reputation of the product. If the present clause
were passed, no beef or mutton which was
too poor for our own market would be allowed to leave the State. All beef and
mutton sent from Victoria should in the
prst plaee be of such quality that we
would like it to be known as Victorian beef
or mutton in the London market, and in
the second place it should be stamped, so
that it could be sold as nothing else. If
this were done, and if the product was
then brought properly unner the notice
of the English consumer, we should
acquire a much better reputation in the
English market, and would obtain prices
equal to those now obtained by New
Zealand.
Mr. LEVIEN observed that in his
opini0n the arguments of the honorable
member for Warrnarnbool really showed
the unwisdom of the clause. If the exportation of meat of poor quality was
prevented, what was to be done with it ~
I t seemed unreasonable to prevent It
producer from sending his produce to
the be~t market. ~rhe honorable mem·ber knew well that New Zealand lambs
were prod nced under different conditions from the lambs which were raised
in Victoria. A bad lamb in New Zealand
was the exception, and in comparing our
lambs with those in New Zealand, the
honor~ble member wus comparing things
which were not alike. In New Zealand
they had different breeds of sheep for
export, and that country was celebrated
for its lambs, because they were produced
under different· conditions, 011 different
food, and in a different climate. To prevent our people putting their produce to
the best use would be an injury to the
farmers and to all concerned.
Mr. O'NEILL remarked that he understood that the object of this clause was to
give facilities for sending awa.y the very
best we hau, in order to keep our market,
by giving the British conSllmer confidence
as to the quality of our produce. He
could have understood the honorable
member for Barwon if he had moved that
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the last part of the clause, providing for
the insertion of the words, "and are
suitable for exportation beyond the Australian States," should be struck out. ]f
that part of the clause were not adopted,
meat which was free from disease but
which was of very inferior quality could
not be prevented from going into consumption at home.
Mr. McKENZ IE said that this clause
stood in a different position from the
clause providing for the grading of butter.
In the case of butter, quality was entirely
a matter of opinion, and if the butter
were graded it might afterwards change
in qnality. Here the circumstances were
quite different. Meat was eithe!' of good
quality or bad quality, and the quality of
meat was very ec.tsily detected. Honorable members who had read Mr. \Veddell's
account of the meat sent from Australia
to England must be well aware that our
frozen meat trade had been seriously
damaged by inferior meat, and particularly inferior mutton, being sent to the
old country. rrhat had destroyed to a
great extent or damaged the reputation
of Australian meat. There could be no
question whatever about that. That was
not being done in this State to any great
extent, but it had been done in an adjoining Skate. In case he might be misunderstood, he wished to say that it had
certainly not been done by the Deniliq uin
Freezing Vvorks, which were under the
supervision of a
gentleman
who
realized the value of sending nothing
but meat of a first-class quality to
the old country.
No one was better
seized of the advantages of doing that
than Mr. John Cooke, and from the
Deniliquin works nothing but meat of the
best quality went to the old country.
That practice, however, had not been
followed in other freezing works. Meat
had been sent to England that ought
never to have gone from Australia.
We
could not control the export of meat from
New South vVales, but we had the right
to prevent inferior meat being sent from
Victoria.
He thought that this - clause
would give a proper power to the department in regard to the export of meat from
this country. •
On clause 9, which was as follows:-
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Mr. :ROBINSON said that he desired
to move the addition of the following
words to this clause : This section shall not apply to the exportation
of rabbits.

He did this ill order to give effect to the
promise which the Minister in charge of
the Bill had made, that he would prepare
a sub-clause to be added to clause 6, to
provide that the provisions of the clause,
which gave the inspector power to reject
products as unsuitable for export, should
not apply in the c<1:se of rabbits. If the
promise were carried ont in connexion
with c.1ause 6, a similar provision would
have to be added to clause 9, in order to
secure an agreement between the schedules
and the principle of the clause as amended.
Mr. MO:RRISSEY remarked that he
intended at a later stage to ask for the recommital of the clause dealing with the
matter to which the honurable member
for Dundas had referred. He would ask
the honorable member to allow the matter
to stand over until then.
Mr. ROBINSON said he was quite agreeable to withdraw his amendment for thepresent.
The amendment was withdrawn.
Discllssion took place on clause 4,
which had been postponed, and which was
as follows:For sub-section (3) of section 8 of the
Exported Products Act 189S, there shall be
substituted the
following
sub - section,
namely:(3) The official stamp or mark shall be-(a) Three crown under the words
" choice Victorian butter" ; or
(b) Two crowns under the words
" approved for export" and over
the word "Victoria)); or
(c) The word "pastry,"
as the case may be.

Mr. DO\VNWAHD moved the following
amendment :That all the words after" namely," in line
4, be omitted, with a view of inserting the
following words:" (3) The official" mark or stamp 011 all
hutter approved for export shall be"(a) 'Fa,cto,ry,'
"(b) 'Dairy,'
"(c) 'Packed,'
as the case may be ; -and every package shall
bear the name of the factory at which the
butter is made, or the nallle of the establishmellt at which it is packed."

He said that he trusted that this amend-

In the 2nd, 3rd and 4th schedules to
ment would receive some consideration
the Exported Prodncts Act 1898, after the words
the Minister. He (Mr. Dowll\\7arcl)
from
"free from disease" wherever occurring there moved it out of deference to the stronglyshall be inserted the words" and are suitable
expressed wish of all those conuected
for exportation beyond the Australian States,"
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with the dairying industry, that there
should be no attempt at grading butter.
These people felt that while grading
could not be of the slightest utility to the
producer, it lent itself to the possibility
of injury ill the case of all butter that
escaped being placed in the first class.
rl'hey felt that there was the possibility of
danger there. They were fully convinced
that the grading of butter could not help
the producer in getting a better price for
his article. Honorable members understood the difficulty in getting any article
valued by experts. Even in regard to
wool experts differed. In the case of a
perishable product. like butter, what was
the use of an expert attempting to classify
it, even if he was a proper expert ~ It
was probable that if the butter exports
this season were excessively heavy a
proper classification of the butter would
demand the services of a perfect army of
skilled men for this work. Butter was
such a perishable article that few
experts would venture to stake their
reputation upon the quality of butter
after it had made the voyage to England.
Exporting butter from Australia was a
ycry different thing from exportillg butter
from Denmark, for in the case of exportations from Denmark the butter was
in a cool latitude until it reached its
market. Our butter had to cross the line,
and it had to be carried a distance of
12,OO~) miles on board steamers which
mnde calls at intermediate ports. There
was no guarantee that the temperature
we)uld be kept at the proper standard
d n ring the voyage.
Under these cir
Clll11stances t,he people engaged in the
dairying indnstry felt that all that would
come from the grading of .butter was the
risk of having the lower brands utilized to
prejudice the sale of their prod ucts.
They fel t that the purchasers in England
should be left to judge of the quality of
the bu tter when they were buying it. He
would ask that, out of deference to the
unanimons wish of the dairymen of Victoria, the Governn1ent proposals to grade
the butter should be abandoned. There
had been ample time ·fol' this matter to
receive consideration. 'Vhen a Bill was
before the House five or six years ago the
very same objections that were now being
urged were taken on t.hat occasion,
atld those objections had continued
right t.hrough up to t.he present
time.
'rhe dairymen were still as
firmly convinced .as they were then
Mr. Downward.
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that the proposal to grade butter would
be to their hurt. That opinion, there-

fQre, represented the mature judgment of
the men closely conneoted with the industry, who f:lhould he regarded as men
who understood their business.
Mr. GnosE.-Do you mean to put
stamps on 1
.M.l~. DOWN'VARD said that the proposaJ was taken from the resolutions
carried at the dairymen's conferonce, to
the effect. that the butter should be
marked to indicate whether it was factory
butter or packed butter. The conference
held that the butter should show the
establishment it came from, and that, as
some safeguard against the export of rubbish that was now going on, it should also
be approved for export. If the Minister
would take power to guard against the
cream which reached Melbourne in an unfit state to be made into bntter, even if
he prevented it being mannfactured into
butter at all, there would be a stnaller
quantity of this inferior butter available
for export.
He would be glad if the
Minister would see his way to meet the
views of the dairying industry all over
Victoria.
Mr. TAVERNER. -Is that what they ask
fod
Mr. DOWN'VARD said that the honorable member for DOllald and Swan Hill
kllew precisely what the feeling of the
dairymen was in that respect, for when
that honorable member introduced a Bill
some years ago he found that the feeling
was very strong and pronounced against
the grading of butter. He (Mr. Downward) hoped the Minister would see his
way to meet the wishes of the dairy
farmers in this matter.
The CHAIRMAN.-·With the consent
of the proposer of the amendment, I will
put his amendment lower down in the
clam,e, by making it come after the word
" Victoria" in sub-clause (b), so as to give
the honorable member for Donald and
Swan Hill an opportunity of moving an
amendment in another part of the clause.
Mr. TAVERNER remarked that it
seemed to him that the question had been
pretty \Yell boiled down to that tlf dealing
with the mixed or milled butter.
Mr. McKENZIE. - 'Ve have yet to deal
with the grading.
Mr. TAVERNER sn.id that the Minister
had had time to consider the matters
involved in this clause, for he had
received a deputation from the Dairymetl's

Exported rroduuts Act

[11

SEPT.,

Association; and there had been three
proposed amendments to the clause placed.
upon the paper. He (Mr. Taverner) felt
that the essential thing in the interest of
the dairying industry wa~ to deal with
the mixed butter. In his original Bill he
got a provision dealing ,vith this, providing for the use of the nlark "milled."
r.rhis passed through the Legislative Assembly, but the other place threw it out.
Mr. MURRAy.--They were guided in the
other place by a gentleman who gave up
the butter trade 45 years ago.
Mr. TAVERNER said that he thought
honorable members might forget the past,
becan&e this was a very important matter
and one which affected this State very
largely. They ought to try to agree to
the adoption of a word for the designation
-of the mixed hutter.
He preferred
to call a spade a spade. There was no
doubt that the butter put through the
Melbourne factories was detrimental to
the butter manufactured in the country
factories, and in the interest of the coun try
factories he and other honorable members
wanted to do what was right. The
·country factories were prepared to put a
brand on their boxes to show that the
butter was made in the country factories,
aud all that was asked was that a similar
,course should be adopted with regard to
the town factories. He thought he was
.asking for a fair thing. He was not particular about the word. First of all, he
bad proposed the word "milled," but
that was objected to. Then he had
suggested the word "mixed," and that
also was objected to. Finally a Scottish
friend of his suggested the word" blended,"
anel in view of the use of that word in
.connexion with whisky he thought the
suggestion was a good one, and he proposed toput the word "blended" in his Bill.
He wanted the London people placed in
possession of information as to which of
the::;e two classes of factories the butter
carne from.
In some cases the butter
was put through this mixing process a
second time, because as
origilJally
prepared it would not pass the experts.
After this was done, howover, the butter
was returned to the boxes in which it
had been packed before, and on some of
these boxes there were brands which
would lead people to believe that the
factory was not in Melbourne, but was
some country factory. This was in consequence ('\f such. names as "Melrose," or
.other names of a presumably country
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factory being used.
As he had just
remarked, he was not particular what
word was placed on this butter in order
to indicate that it had come from a :Melbourne factory.
He would be prep;1l'ed
to help the Minister if the hOlJorable gentleman could ~ee hi~ way
somehow to deal with this evil. He
was convinced that the millilJg of
butter in Melbourne was a ~y::;tem
which destroyed the butter trade.
An honorable nlember had pointed out thE..
other night that difficultie::; did arise, and
would continue to arise, unless Parliament
dealt with this question.
Honorable
members had to face this po::;ition-that
Parliament had decided that the Government \Va::; to control our export trade, and
1£ the M il1ister of A~riculture was to do
justice to himself, and to the producers,
he must have Dower to control that trade
properly or elsLe leave it alone.
:Mr. MORRlSSEy'---rrha,t is the position.
Mr. rrAVERNER said the people in
England knew the Government of Victoria
controlled our export trade, and in the
interests of producers, and for the protection of Ollr reputa,tion, honorable members
should give the Minister power to make
that control effective.
Mr. LEVlEN.-" Never mind tasting it,
mother; it's Government butter! "
Mr. rrA VEHNER s~id that at any rate
it was not onions. The honorable member's senseless interjection, however, took
him somewhat off the track. They were
dealing with a matter that did not affect
that honorable member's district. He
(Mr. T,lverner), and those who represented
bona fide country districts, were anxious
to help the Government.
Mr. McKENZIE.-SO are \ve all here.
Mr. l.'AVERNER said he would like
to know why this influence had been
brought to bear by the town faotories ~o
the injury of the country factories. If
the country factories were prepared to
have their butter branded to indicate
where it came from, the Melbourne factories should agree to the same course
b<:>ing adopted with regard to their butter.
He would nr~e that the committee should
adopt one ~f the terms which he had
mentioned, and that was that the butter
from the city factories should be marked
either "milled" or " blended" or
"packed."
.Mr. McKENZIE expressed the opinion
that the amendment of the honorable
member for Mornington was a great
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improvement upon the proposal in the
Bill, because it pract.ically did away with
the grading. It opened up the whole
question of grading. 'fhis was where the
difficulty arose-whether butter was to be
gradp.d or not. There was a great difference between grading and classifyingthat was, marking the boxes according to
the method ill which the butter was manufactured. In the one case what was stated
was a matter of opinion, in the other
a matter of fact; and this was just the
difference that lay between the Dairymen's Association and those who took
their view of the matter and the Government and those who supported them on
the subject. Throughout the whole 0f
this discussion an attempt-he wonld not
say a willing attempt, bnt perhaps an unwitting attempt-had been made to identify the Dairymen's Association with the
middlemen in Melbourne. Hedid not think
this was fair, nor did he think there was
evidence to warra,nt it. He. did not think
it was justified by the evidence which had
been brought before the Minister or before
the Assembly. The MinistEr himself the
other day, when he received a deputation,
very fairly acknowledged that the Dairymen's Association was not identified in
any whatever with the middlemen in Melbourne. Now, the honorable member for
W arrnam bool, \y hen he spoke on this
subject the other evening, quoted from a
report of the speech made by Mr. Browne,
of the Colac Butter Factory, and from that
speech it would appear that this gentleman had attended a meeting of the Dairymen's Association in Mel bourne, and that
there were It considerable number of
middlemen or butter merchants of Mel·
bourne present; in fact, Mr. Bro,,;ne did
not know whether it was a Dairymen's
Association or a middlemen'::; meeting.
The report, although q nite correct, was still
misleading. l'he facts of the case were
these: l'he merchants desired to gi ve evidence before the Dairymen's Association on
this important question; and they were invited to do so. They came there to give
their evidence, and \\' hen Mr. Browne arrh'ed at the meeting late, those gelltlemen
being there, he assumed that it was a
mixed meeting of the butter merchants and
the Dairymen's Association. However,
Mr. Browne fell into a very great mi::;take.
l'hose gentlemen were only there to give
their evidence, and as sc,on as they bad
given their ~vidence they took their
departure. They did not enter into any
Nt,. McKenzie.
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discussion, bllt simply stated their views.
It was only fair to the Dairymen's Association to put this aspect of the case, and
he (Mr. McKenzie) had a copy of the circu]ar Jetter which was written on the
subject, and which proved what he had
stated.
Mr. MURRA Y.-Did the Dairymen's.
Association accept the suggestions of the
butter merchants, do you know ~
Mr. :\fcKENZIE said he was not clear·
about that, but he did not think they did,.
because the Dairvmen's Association had
their own views. "
Mr. MURRAY.-"\Vhy should they invite
those gentlemen then, if they had their
own views ~
Mr. McKENZIE said they did not
invite the butter merchants. The latter
asked to give evidence, and it was only
reasonable t.hat they should be permitted
to do so. He agreed with the honorable
member for Donald that the great danger
to the butter trade was not in regard tothe grading, but in regard to the mixing,
and butter being sent from this State to
the old country which was really mixed
butter, and not properly prepared here.
In fact, a large portion of it was made
from cream which was sent from private·
separators to the city, and which arrived
in a very bad conditioll, as described by
the honorable member for Gippsland
West the other evening.
'l'he great
danger to the butter industry was this.
bad butter which was mixed or milled in
Melbourne, and which was sent to the old
country. The honorable member for·
NUnlurkah described how, when he was in
office, bntter was sent for shipment which
was of such bad qnality that he would
not allow it to be exported. The shippers.
then asked to be allowed to take it back,
and they subsequently mixed it with
better butter, and brought it up to a
sufficient standard to ennble it to be sent
to the old country.
Mr. GHAHAM.-That has been done·
repeatedly.
Mr. McKENZIE said that this was
where the danger came in, and the
Minister's Bill would not cure this at all ;.
it would llot meet t.hat difficulty in the
~lightest degree.
~rhe Bill only provided for grading, aIld it would
not llleet SUGh a case as he had just
described. ·What the honorable member
for Donald proposed before was that.
butter should be divided into factory
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batter, dairy-made, and mixed or milled
Here there was a statement of fact, not a'
statement of opinion, and if the committee
could agree to some compromise upon
these lines, he (Mr. McKenzie) thought it
would be far more satisfactory than fighting the matter as they were doing--the
Minister holding resolutely to the position
he had taken up, and the Dairymen's
Association and those who [~greed' with
them fighting inch by inch to the very
la,st ditch this grading business. The
other day at the deputation the Minister
admitted that grading would have no
effect whatever on the prices of the butter
at thp, other end, and the honorable
gentleman made the same admission in
the .Assembly the other evening. ~rhen,
when asked what was the use of grading,
the Minister said it would act as an incentive or inducement to the factory
managers here to make a first-class
article in order to get the best brand
placed l~pon their butter.
Now ho (Mr.
McKenzie) ·held that it was absolutely
absurd to sa,y that people wonld try hard
to get the best brand of the Govemment
expert put on their butter when the result would not be to bring one penny extra
into their pockets. 'rhe real ir.lducement
or incentive to the factory.owners was
to get the best price for their
butter. This was the inducement, and
not the getting of a Governmevt
brand, which would have no effect at the
other end, and would not be considered
by the buyers in England. 'What they
desired to do was to get as much as they
possibly could for their butte)', and in
order to do that ~hey must turn ont a
first-class article. 'rhat was the object
they had in view, and no such incentive
as the Government brand w~uld ha.ve any
effect whatever.
The only brand that
affected the price a.t all was the fa.ctory
brand, and it was the reputation of the
factory that sold the butter at a good
price. The people ~t home looked for
the bral;\ds of first-class factories such as
those of Colac, Cobden, Euroa, Yea, or
other well- known Victorian factories, because they knew, when they saw the
brands of those factories, that they could
always rely upon getting good butter.
The feLet of branding the butter as "Choice"
or "Approved for Export," did not affect
them at all, as the Minister admitted.
Further, if grading was to be effective it
must be thorough. rrhe Minister admitted
the other day that. it wonld take an
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army of 30 inspectors to grade butter
thoroughly, box by box.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-W'e do not propose to
do that.
Mr. McKENZIE said that the Minister
then did not propose to grade butter
thoroughly. 'What was the use of putting
on butter a brand that was not authentid
Mr. MORRISSEY.-Is it possible to grade
it thoronghly~
Mr. MaKENZIE said it was not, and
that was why the Minister should give up
the attempt.
Mr. MORRlSSEY.-What I propose to do
I shall explain later on.
Mr. McKENZIE said that as the butter
turned out by the country butter fa,ctories
was all of a good quality, why should it
not be bra,nded factory butter ~ In addition to that, a brand could be put on to
indicate how it was prepared. The amendment proposed by the honorable member for Mornington did not go quite
far enough.
It did not attempt to
deal with the quC'stion of mixing or
milling.
It simply proposed to deal
with factory, dairy, and packed huttel'. He thuught the proposition put
forward the other evening on behalf of
the honorable member for Warrenheip
"'as better. 'rhat honorable member suggested at a meeting of the Gonntry party
that, first of all, butter from 90 to 100
points should be marked "Approved for
Export," that butter from 80 to 90 points
should bo left unbrall<iled, and that butter
under 80 points should be marked
"Pastry." That snggestion intl'ounced
grading after all, but it intr<uduced it in a
less objectionable degree than that embodied in the Bill. A great many objected
to the snggestion, but it was only put
forward ill deference to the Minister's views,
and to arrive, if possible, at a corupromise.
He thought it would be better that, the
butter should be marked" manufactured,"
and that the name of the factory ~llould
be given, and that all factories sholllcl be
registered and licensed, so that there
should be some means of supervisillg and
seeing that the work was done properly at
the factories. The co-oJ:.>eratives factories
did not require anything of that descrip.
tion, but he held that education was the
greatest essential after all, and that it
should be proceeded with right through
from tho commencement to the end. The
factories should be licensed, and when he
said that he rnealilt all places where butt.er
was made. Factories, whether in the
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country or the city, should be registered and licensed.
The first brand
should bo "manufactured," the second
"packed," and the third
"packed
and mixed," and then should follow
the name of the registered establishment
at which the butter was manufactured,
packed, or packed and mixed, as the case
might be. If that suggestio\.l were adopted
the other part of the honorable member
for Warrenheip's proprJsal in regard to
grading could be left out altogether. He
did not know that even that was absolutely neeessary. ,\That was desired was
to preyent inferior butter going mIt of the
State, and to check those who were trying to undermine the co-operatiye factories
by inducing the farmers to buy separators
and send their cream away from the local
factory. That was done to sHch an extent
that sometimes the cream fell into the
11ands of the Melbourne companies to the
detriment of the industry and the people
in the district. concerned. If the Minister
conld do anything to check that he would
be achieving a great work. At the same
time the Minister mnst be careful not to
injure innocent people. It was a ,'ery
difficnlt matter, and would haye to be very
guardedly dealt with.
NIl'.. LEVIEN. - vVhy should they not
send their cream to the best market 1
Mr. ·McKENZIE said he believed there
was a, great deal in what the honorable member for Barwon said about
many things, bllt when people benefited
themselves at the cost of others it was
necesfmry to place restrictions on themrestrictions that would prevent them from
injuring other people. As to the case of
the pri vate separators, it was well known
that cream was put into the cans in the
morning to be conveyed into the city,
and that in the evenill£, more was Dut in
()n the top of it, and so ~n for two or' three
davs. 'V"hat condition w<Dnld that cream
be in when it reached Melbourne 1 It
was absolutely impossible to make good
butter out of that. But there were cases
in which people could not sell their cream
to the factories, and those cases would
have to be crlllsidered very carefully. It
had been said by interested parties that
they would be able to so spread the use of
pri vate separators that eventually the
butter factories would fall into their
hands. That must be guarded against.
Mr. MURRAY.-That was the position
of the chief adviser of the dairymen's
cOl.l ncil i
v
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Mr. :JlcKENZIE said he did not think
the honorable member knew the chief
adviser, and that he was drawing upon a

very lively imagiLlation. He could assure
the honorable member that there were
men in the Dairymen's Association whose
intelligence he held in the highest respect.
I n fact, he did not know an honorable
member of the House for whose intelligence he had more respect. He knew
those men were too wide-a wake to be
deceived.
Mr. MURRAY.-They are too cute for
S0me of the country dairymen.
. Mr. McKENZIE said he was speaking
of country dairymen. There were dairymen in his district not to be got at in that
fashion. He did not think that the amendment of the honorable member for 1'.101'nington met the case, because it did not
provide for milling or mixing at all. It
would be better if the honorable member
withdrew his amendment and allowed that
of the honorable member for vVarrenheip
to be substituted for it.
Mr. MURRAY remarked that the best
way to arrive at a decision would be to
hase a conference of the experts with the
Minister, and see if they conld not come
to a basis of agreement. They all had the
one desirA, and that was to protect the
honest manufacturer. They were not all
like the honorable member for Barwon,
who appeared to think that any means to
insure tho biggest price for an article
might be rightly employed. The honorable member seemed to think that, if by
branding butter as best factory butter the
highest price could be obtained, it was a
fair thing to do. He (Mr. Mnrray) did
not think that was fair at all. There was
a certain firm in Melbourne some years
ago that imported "Brummagem" guns,
and branded them with the name of a firstclass English manufacturer-Greener and
Co. That firm must have argned on much
the same lines as the honorable member for
Barwon, namely, thatpy putting that false
stamp on the guns they obtained a higher
price for them. That was j llst as fair as
it would be to allow certain butter to go
out branded as best factory butter. That
firm of gun importers did not care whether
their "Brummagerll" guns burst and killed.
The honorable member for Barwon did
not seem to care whether the bu tter burst
and killed. The honorable member was
satisfied if the producer of the second rate
article by branding it as first-class, obtained
tho highest price for it. But that was not
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-fair trading at all. His (Mr. Murray's) exception only of those who bought the
desire was to differentiate between first- worst class of herring, and were eXPQrting
for the consumptiQn of the ycry poorest
d~tsS factory butter and butter of inferior
quaJity. He thought the suggestion classe~, availed themselves of it, and it had
made by the honorable member for been found beneficial to that industry. vVe
Warrenheip, and which was agreed to at a had the experience of America to go by in
meeting of certain members of the country this class inspectioll, and the experience, as
party, ought to be accepted by the Minis- he said before, of every European country
ter, because it would have much the same which, in controlling the export of allY
effect as the Minister's proposal. The article, hetd invariably resorted to the
honorable member for \Varrenheip's pro- system of grading. The honorable memposal was to have the best class of butter ber for Anglesey was quite right ill giving
marked" Approved for Export," and that his explanation of his (Mr. Murray'S)
butter of inferior quality, not good enough. quotation from a speech deliyercd by a
for the first class, should be permitted to Mr. Browne at the Colac factory, but after
leave the country, but without the ap- all the honorable member for Anglcseydid
proval of the Government inspectors. .It not contradict the truth of t.hat report,
was asking these officers to perform a which he (M.r. Murray) read from a local
disagreeable duty to brand, as was now paper. If they were not taking part in
being done, butter that they could not . the deliberations of the meeting of the
approve for export. Tn that way second- Dairymen's Association, those middlemen
dass butter was receiving an advantage were there at their own invitation it
that it was not entitled to. He was sure appeared, making suggestions and recomthat at no distant date all those who had mendations to that body who, if they had
a lmowlerlge of the butter industry, and the knowledge which the honorable
those who would acquire knowledge in member for Kyneton led the House to
the future, would be'advocates of grading. suppose they had, reg uired, he should sa,y,
Wherever the grading of food products no ad ,·ice or snggestioI)s from the butter
had been in operation it had proved a agents in Melbourne.
Mr. )IcK.ENzn:.- Would the honorable
~uccess.
J t had been a protection to the
-consumer, and had been beneficial to the member kindly read this letted It shows
manufacturer. In every country in the that I had authority for my statemellt.
world that had progressed and exported
Mr. GRAHA:'iL-He does not deny it.
Mr. MURRAY said he was accepting the
large quantities of food prod ucts, the
system of grading was in vogue. I twas honorable mcm ber's statement i.n effect as
in operation in America. As a notable being correct, but there was no denial of
proof of what might be accomplished by the fact of the presence of the butter
a system of inspection and grading, they agents at the meeting. He and other
had only to look to the herring fisheries honorable members with him wanted to
of Great Britan, and especially those of know in whose interests the butter
the North of Scotland. The herrings ex- agents were likely to try to influence the
ported from these parts had lost their re- Dairymen's Association.
Those agents
putation in the European markets. Then al ways appeared to him to exercise a
it was decided by the Board of Trade most sinister in.fluence over that body.
that inspectors sho"tld be appointed to The letter which the honorable member
classify the herrings. That was now . for Anglesey had handed to him was simply
done, and the reputation of the herrings addressed to "A :McNaughton, Esquire,
on the market had been re-established. Secretary Dairymen's Association, CollinsThe system of classification was not com- street, City." It was quite possible that
puls0ry, but most of the curers availed Mr. McNaughton, secretary of the Dairythemselves of it, and paid for the privilege men's Association, suggested that the
of the Government stamp. It wa:s only butter agents might ,vrite to him to this
those who. dealt in the inferior article effect. The letter was as follows : that expr)rted their herrings unstamped.
Dear Sir,-I am instructed by the MelFor this privilege the curers had to pay 4d. bourne export agents to ask you if the Dairy.
a barrel; and in the Shetland Islands the men's Association would be willing to meet a
committee of export agents for the purpose of
amount paid in fees a,t 4d. a barrel amounted discussing the amendments proposed in the
a year ago, he thought, to £12,000. It Export Bill now before the House.
was not compulsory, but it had proved so
Yours faithfully,
J. P. McMEEKIN.
beneficial that the curers, wi th the
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Mr. McKENIIIE.-It was on the strength Council. Lest honorable members might
dread that in making these regulations
of that that they went.
Mr. MURRAY said that they evidently the Governor in Council would go too far
accepted the proposal, but if he had been and not exactly in the direction which
a member of the Dairymen's Association they desired, he was sure they would all
he would certainly have very strongly be satisfied with a promise from the
objected to receiving any deputation from Minister that, before putting these regulathe export agents. The interests of the tions into force, he would submit them for
butter manufacturers of the factories the approval or consideration of the
throughout the country and the interests House. He supposed that the usual pracof the export agents were by no means 'tice was to lay these regulations, before
they were gazetted, (HI the table of the
identical, to his mind.
Mr. McKENzIE.-Hear, hear.
Honse, hut the House took no cognizance
Mr. 11UH.RA Y said they were rather of them, and he said that the House should
antagonistic, and he did not think t.hat . deal with them in a proper businessthe House waG very likely to get ad vice l}ke manner, or, at allY rate, the
from the export agents that would be in Minister should submit them to those
the interests of the producers of t.he members who knew something of the subcountry.
Therefore he thought that ject, and see that they met with the
wben honorable members had gone so ~ntire approval of those mem bel'S. If
far that they had prod nced this evidence that were done he was sure that no honorto show that the export agents were at able member in this House would have
the meeting of the Dairymen's Associa- anything to fea.r from the regulations.
tion, he would like to have produced to He trusted that the Bill as introduced by
the HOllse, for the benefit of honorable the Miuister int(]) this House would be
members, a statement of what the sugges- carried substantially in its original form,
tions were that were made by those e:hport but at the same time with a considerable
agents.
rrhey said that they rather number of additions suggested by various
approved of the Bill, but a short time ago honorable members.
Mr. LEVIEN observed that he \vould
honorable members knew perfectly well
that the agents diel not approve of the like tiD say something more by way of
~rhe honorable rr~ember for
Bill. He dared say, however, that they explanation.
would rather have the Bill as in trod IIced 'Val'rnambool had entirely misrepresented
by the honorable the Minister than what him. He did not think for a monlent
t.hat the honorable member intended to
it was proposed to put in the Bill now.
:Mr. ~lcKENZIE.-I dare say they would. do so, but his vivid imagination not in:Mr. MURRAY said of course they frequently led him a little beyond the
would, for some honorable members, him- bounds of exactly what occurred. No
self among the numher, had gone much word that he (Mr. Levien) had uttered in
further than these export agents would like this House could be possibly construed
to see the Honse go, that was to say, iu the in the directir.m in which the honorable
direction of having the mixed product mcmberfor vVarrnambool made, as he might
branded actual1y what it was. That, of say, a charge against him, to the effect
course, had been called the crux of the that he (MI'. Levien) desired to facilitate
qucstion, but if by somethillg else they persons here putting false brands npon
could do further good to the iud ustry he did their prod ucts in order to sell something
not see why they shol1ld bo satisfied with that was not what was rea]]y contained in
merely branding this product as " milled" the boxes. '}'he honorable' member had
or "mixed" butter. rrhere were many misrepresented him, and for that purpose·
other things that nlight be done, and he had dragged on to the floor of the Honse,.
noticed that the MinIster proposed to deal probably his (Mr. Murray'S) friends, but
with certain matters by reglllatioll.. He certainly not his (Mr. Levien's) friclldsbelieycd, after all, that it would possibly he meallt those celebrated perso\ls who·
be better if they did not put too much sold those Greener guns. He did not quite
into the Bill, bnt made very comprehen- know why these people had been brought
si\'e regulations fol' dealing with the in, but the honorable member had disexport. vVhat had made the snpervision tinctly made a charge against him (Mr.
of the Government in New Zealand so Levien), that he would advocate fraud of
effective had been the regulations that tbat kind. l.'hat was a most improper
had beon passed by the Governor in charge, and one that no word which he
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had uttered could possibly lend colour to
for a moment. No word of his could bear
such a construction. He had never advocated anything of the kind, and he
:said that in every direction in which the
Bill could be made firm in that particular he would certainly be found supporting
it. He did not care what was put on the
• outside of the box, as matters of factwhether the butter was made in the town
-or manufactured in the country, or even
the manner of its manufacture-but he
.did object to Government grading, and
with other honorable members who had
spoken, he asked the Minister not to
insist upon that which he himself admitted
was all impossibility. He saw no objection to what the honorable member for
vVarrellheip advocated, which was simply
putting matters of fact on the boxes, but
no attempt should be made to grade the
butter, for that was an impossibility.
Mr. HOLDEN remarked that he trusted
that the Minister was not going to insi8t
-on these grading clauses in the Bill. He
intended to move an amendment either
-on the grading clause or as a new clause.
He was not very particular which, because
he thought that the present system of
inspection went almost far enough, except
that he did not :hink that the inspector
.should be compelled to mark the butter
"( Approved for Export" or "Pastry."
He thought that the inspector should be
allowed a little latitute, and should mark
as "Approved for Export" butter which
was first class and leave unbranded what
was not so good. Butter which gained
-from 90 to 100 points could be branded
"Approved for Export," as he had men,ioned before, \, hile anything which was
between first class and pastry should go
unbranded so far as the stamp was con-cerned.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-This is absolutely a
classification of quality. It is practically
what we propose in the Bill.
Mr. HOLDEN said he was not anxious
to press that. He would leave it simply as
it stood at present, so far as Government
inspection was concerned, if the Minister
would accept a new claltse readiug as
follows : Every person manufacturing, packing, mixing
or blending a keg, box, ol'package, or any greater
quantity of butter shall, before snch keg, box, or
package leaves his premises distinctly and durably stamp or mark on each keg, box, or package
in red letters the words "manufactured by,"
., packed by," or ., milled and packell by," as
the case may be, and the fnll name a,nd address
()f the person or firm packing same.
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'l'hat could either be incorporated in
clause 4, or be inserted in the Bill as a
new clause. He thought that this amendment would be acC'epted by the honorable
member for Mornington, and by other
honorable members who had amendments
to propose.
The CHAIHMAN.-'1'he amendment
which is now before the Chair must be
disposed of first.
~Ir. HOLDEN said he was going to ::lay
a few words on that. 'rhe amenp,ment of
the honorable member for Mornington
was to the effect that the official mark
should be "A, Factory," "B, Dairy," "C,
Packed." He thought the intention of
the honorable member was tha.t the
official mark should still be "A pprovecl
for Export."
Mr. DOWNWARD. -Yes.
Mr. HO LDEN said he did not think
the amendment ,\'as worded in that way,
because there would be a distinctlOll
drawn between factory atld dairy butter,
even though both were manufactured as a
first-class article. In the amendment,
which he (Mr. Holden) intended to propose, the "'IDrds " Manufactured by" would
covel' both factory and dairy, pro\ided
they were of sufficiently good quality, and
not mixed or repacked. The official mark
would simply be as it was now. If the
Minister would accept an amendment of
that kino, he would get over a good deal
of difficulty.
He trusted that the
Minister would not press the present
grading clause.
Mr. ARGYLE said that he understood
that the matter before the House at
present was merely the first part 0f the
amendment of the honorable member for
Mornington.
'1'he CHAIRMAN.-Down to the end
of sub-clause (0); the other part is to be
put afterwards.
.
Mr. ARGYLE said he understood that
it was merely to omit that portIOn.
Would the committee then hase an
opportunity of discussing any amendment
that might come up later on 1
The CHAIRMAN. - Yes. It is proposed to omit all the words down to the
word" or" in line 10. That is done in
order that the honorable member for
Donald and Swan Hill may move his
amendment. If those words are omitted,
any honorable member will then have the
opportunity of amending the amendment
which is proposed to be inserted. If the
words are not omitted it will preclude
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allY honorable lllember from making an
all~Clldment.
Mr. DO\VNvVARD expressed the
opinion that, after a division on his
amendment, the remaining portion could
afterwards be amended.
The CHAIl{ MAN.-If it is carried that
the words proposed to be omitted be
omitted, then the amendment of the
honorable member can be amended. If,
however, the honorable member loses the
proposition that the words be omitted,
then the words here will stand part of the
clanse, and cannot be amended at this
stage.
11r. MOR.RISSEY said he could not accept ~he amendment of the honorable
member for Mornington, for the reason that
it wonld leave the position exactly as they
now found it under the existing Act.
rrhe proposal of the honorable member
was simply a classification of the different
makes of butter, but the Bill aimed
at a classification, to some extent, of the
quality of the butter. There was no certification of the quality of the butter at
all ill the amendment proposed by the
honorable member for Mornington. It
practically meant that they would have
be~t factory butter shipped with worst
factory butter, best dairy butter shipped
with worst dairy butter, and best milled
butter shipped with worst milled butter,
without any reference to the quality at all.
Now, wmat this Bill aimed at was simply
to indicate to the English purchaser what
they in Victoria comiidered the best Victorian butter that was being shipped.
"What. was pi'oposed was to separate the
best from the worst, and not ask the buyer
at home to grade the 12,000 or 13,000
tons of butter that was shipped from Victoria, to select from that the best and
discriminate it from the worst.
They
wero goirog to tell the English purchaser
- " This lot contains our best butter,
which you can value on your own judgment." Of the othor lot they simply said
- " 'l'his lot is approved for export." They
did not state what it~ quality was, but
left tha,t to the judgment of the buyer.
He did not for ono moment believe that
their classification of the butter into
three grades-first fetching 100s., second
95s., and third 90s.-or even a more
searching classification such as that of
New Zealand, would affect the judgment
of the buyer at the other end. Each
package of butter would simply be bought
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on the buyer's own judgment as to it~
quality and value.
Mr. DOWNWAHD.-You insist on the
grading?
Mr. MORRISSEY said he did.
Mr. McKENZIE.-Although it will have
no value at the other end.
Mr. MORRISSEY said its chief value
would be at this end. From what had
been said, one would imagine that there
was no warrant, precedent, or justification
for this being done. Alarm had been
taken that one of the most important
industries of the colony was likely to be
materially affected by this project. Now,.
he did not wish to always drag New
Zealand in a~ an illustration or a precedent to justify the Government in following the lead of that colony, but it was on
record in New Zealand that whon it was
first proposed to grade butter there the
opt:osition now raised here was then
raised by the producers of New Zealand,
and yet since grading had been brought
into operation there, no clamour, no opposition had been raised by the producers of New Zealand against the effect
it. had had on the sale of butter abroad.
No, they hailed with pleasure what had
bee11 done.
Mr. GRAHAM.-And they object to any
alterati(j)n.
Mr. MORR.ISSEY said that was so.
He would road an extract from the report
of the New Zealand Produce Inspector,
who was now locatod in London, to show
what effect the classification of bntter
they adopted had on its sale. The quotation was as follows : It is again my pleasant duty to record continued satisfaction on the part of agents and
buyers with the bulk of New Zealand butterreceived this season. I am so afraid of flattering the producers and causing them to relax
their efforts to continue the improvement so
noticeable during the past year or two, that I
would not report this strongly expressed satisfaction were it not that I consider it will be the"
very greatest inducement to the Agricultural
department to strenuously persist in the
endeavours they have so satisfactorily made to
raise the standard quality of New Zealand
butter.

Now, the effort that was being made in
the proposals contained in this Bi II was.
to raise the standard quality of butter
in Victoria, and he felt that in a short
time, in not many yenrs, as the outcome
of this effort they would have little cause
to place the second grade brand" Approved
for Export" on one package. He quite
agreed with the honorable member for
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Mr. HOLDEN.-The majority of the conAnglesey, who said that something must
b~ done in the direction of raising the
signments of milled butter receive only
stanclard quality of butter here. 1.' he 90 to 95 points, while the majority of the
private separator had done, and still was consignments of factory butter get 95 to
doing, a good deal to keep Victorian 100 points, yet you are classing it all aB,
butter at a low standard, but an effort Choice Victorian butter, and thereby giving
could be made in that direction also. The the men who mill butter an advantage
Board of Public Health could put its over the fartories.
powers into operation to remedy that
Mr. MORRISSEY said he would like to
defect ill connexion with our dairying know where the advantage to the milling
industry, and he would at once bring men as against the factory came in. vVhat
under the notice of the board the neces- advantage did they have under the existsity of taking immediate action to have illg Act ~ ,Vonid it 11(1)t still be left to thethe most searching possible sgrutiny of all purchaser at the other end to use his own
cream sent to be manufactured into j ndgment in deterrnining the value of the
butter. He believed that such action on butted 1.1 here must be a basis, and that
the part of the hQard would contribute was right to a certain extent, to place 011
its quota to the general improvement of . milled butter a brand that would effect
the standard quality 0f butter.
its sale. 'Vhile they might imagine that
Mr. LEVIEN.-You will want about 500 they wore going to hit the dairynJan,
who was represented as having his farm
inspectors to do that.
in Col1ins-street or William-street, where
Mr. MOIUUSSEY said they had heard the butter mercha.nts were~ they were llot
a lot on that score, and if they paid heed going to hit those people, who would get
to it they would be deterred from doing a profit in accordance with the rate they
anything to improve the condi tion of bought the blltter at. 1.1 he effect of the
affairs on account of the enormous ex- brand 011 milled butter, if any, would be
pense VI' hich it was alleged would be on the maker, the man who made small
incurred~ but experience must. have made
parcels of butter which were bought by
it manifest to all honorable members that the agent, milled, and shipped.
products that had received a close and
Mr. McKENzIE.-That will be an insearching criticism and scrutiny before
being submitted to public competition ducement to such men to send their cream
were accepted, as a rnle~ with the greatest to the local factory.
Mr. MORRISSEY said it would no
confidence by consumers thus assured of
the quality of those products, and higher doubt have an influence in that direction.
prices were generally obtaine.d. They had In order to prevent the improper use of
supervisi()n of the meat supply, hecause milled butter-to prevent it masquerading
they \\'ant~d wholesome meat.
They as choice factory butter, which it was
desired to raise the standard quality of alleged it was shipped as-honorable mem
Victorian butter, and it was necessary for bel'S would notico that he had circulated
some action to be taken in the direction a new clause which would practically preindicated in this Bill, in order to accom- vent an unfair or improper use being'
plish their object. There was 110 danger made of milled butter by agents. The
in proclaiming to the world" this is our new clause provided thatbeBt factory butter." It could not affect
Notwithstanding anything contained in the
those who were making the best Victorian Bxported Products Act 1898, or in this Act,
butter now, because he was assured by any person who stamps or marks, or causes tostamped or marked, any case, keg, box, 01'
the officers of the departn1ent, who had be
pack<Lge containing milled or mixed or rethe supervision of butt~r shipped for ex- packed but.ter with the word "factory" or
port, that nearly all thE- factory butter " creamery," whether snch word is or is not
would have the brand "Choice Victorian included in the registered brand, stamp, mark~
or label of such person or of any exporter of
Butter" placed upon it.
butter, shall be guilty of an offence, and shall
Mr. HOLDEN.-And a good deal of the be liable on conviction to a penalty not exceedmilled butter will also have that brand, ing £50.
according to your own return.
Now, he thought that clause would deal
Mr. MORRISSEY said that that was with .milled butter satisfactorily. As thequite true, and quite right. There should time for private members' busines3 was
be no objection to placing on good milled close at hand, he wonld postpone to
another time the further remal~ks he
butter, "Choice Victorian Butter."
"
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desired to make, and ask the committee to
go to a division on the amendment.
The committee divided on the question
that the words proposed to be omitted
stalld part of the elause-Ayes .. .
Noes .. .

46

21

:Majority against the amendment 25
AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Barbour,
Bennett,
Bent,
A. A. Billson,
E. Cameron,
Cullen,
Deegan,
Duffus,
Duffy,
Duggan,

"

Gair,

Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr. Graham,
" Grose,
Gurr.
" Hennessy,
" Isaacs,
" Keast,
" Kerr,
" l\1ackinnon,
Dr. Maloney,
Mr. McGregor,
Dr. McInerney,
Mr. Mitchell,

Mr. Morrissey,
" Murray,
" O'Connor,

"

Oman,

" O'Neill,
" Outtrim,
" Peacock,
" Prendergast,
" Ramsay,
Lt. ·Col. Reay,
Mr. Sadler,
" S~Lngster,
" Taverner,
" 'L'outcher,
" Treuwith,
" Tucker,
" Wilkins,
" E. D. Williams,
,; . H R. Williams,
" W. H. Williams.
J

I

Tellers.

I Mr. Bailes,
I " -Lazarus.
NOES.

Mr. Andrews,
" Argyle,
" Boyd,
Brown,
" Downward,
" Dyer,
Gillies,
" J. Harris,
" Holden,
!, Keogh,
" Kirton,

.Mr. Langdon,
" Levien,
" Madden,
" .T. "V. Mason,
" McKenzie,
" McLeod,
" Methven,
Vale.
'l'eller.s.
Mr. Bowser,
" Robinson.

At this stage, the time for giving preto business other than Government business having arrived, progress
was reported.

~edence

ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION OF
THE PR.ESIDENT OF rrHE
UNI'rED STATES.
'1'he SPEAKER stated that he had
received a letter from the Private Secretary to His Excellency the LieutellantGovernor, informing him that the resolution of the Assembly with respect to the
attempted assassination of President
McKinley had been transmitted by cable
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
.as requested.

18[}8 Amendment Bill.

THAMvVAYS ACT (ST. KILDA)
EXTENSION BILL.
Mr. BENT moved for leave to introduce
a Bill to extend the provisions of the
Tramways Act 1890 to the municipality
of St. Kilda within certain limits.
The motion was agreed to, and the
Bill was brought in.
rrhe SPEAKER..-I have received a
certificate from the Clerk that this Bill
is identical with the Bill as last agreed to
by the Legislative Assembly, which passed
its second reading in the last preceding
session, but was not finally dispo~ed of by
both Houses when the session closed.
Mr. BENT moved, pursuant to the
standing order for the restoration of
. lapsed BillsThat this Bill be now adva,nced through all
its stages up to the consideration of the Bill in
committee.

'1'he motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a first and second
time, and committed P1'O fOT1nd.
ADMINISTRATION OF THE POLICE
DEP AR'l'NIENT.
Mr. vVILKINS movedThat a select committee be appointed to illquire into and report upon the methods of
promotion in the Police department, and the
general management of the said department,
such committee to consist of Mr. Bennett, Mr.
J. W. Billson, Mr. Hennessy, Mr. Methven,
Mr. Prendergast, Lt.-Col. Reay, and the
mover, with power to semI for persons, papers,
and recOl'ds, to moye from place to place, and
to sit 011 days' ou which the Honse does not
meet; three to he the quorum.

He said-I recognise that the interest of the
public ought to be the first consideration
of the Government aud of Parliament in
dealing with this important department.
There are a. number of objections to the
present system, and a large amount of
dissatisfaction in the minds of the public
outside in eonnexion with it. The public
are llot satisfied with the administration
of the Police department, and I know that
the men in the fo~ce themselves are anything but satisfied. rrhe question that is
agitating the minds of the public is
whether we have got the best possible
system for the management of the police
force. In the light of what has taken
place recently I venture to say that we
have not got the best possible system that
could be adopted. I have no desire to say
a word against Mr. Chomley, a gelJ.tleman who has filled the position of Chief
Commisioner of Police for a number of
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8.,0, 853.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 855,
862,863.
Melbourne and Metropolita.n Board of \Vorks
Act Amendment Bill, 1572.
~Ielbon\'lle and Metropolitan Hoarel of "Works
Expeuditnre Validating Bill, 611.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 8·U).
~Ioney Lenders Bill, 1409, 1708, 1756.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, G17, 618.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1573.

CUTHllERT,

Cuthbert, Sir Henry-Statement by Mr. 'Vynne
congratulating Sir Henry Cuthbert on recovery from serious illness, 3273; by the
President, 3273; Sir Henry Cuthbert returns thanks, 3273.
Dabscheck, A., Case of-Motion by Mr. Sternberg for appointment of select committee
to inquire into the case of Lands and Forests
department and A. Dabscheck relative to
allotment in parish of N eerim, agreed to,
2l50; select committee's report, brought
up, 3569; motion by Mr. Sachse for adoption of report, 3641; debate adjourned,
3643; report referred back to committee
for further consideration. and to bring up
report when evidence was printed, 3746;
second report from committtee brought up,
3851 ; motion by Mr. Sachse for adoption
of report proposed and withdrawn, 3852 ;
motion again proposed by Mr. Sachse,
3881 ; report adopted, 3882.
Dairy Supervision-Question by Mr. Black,
916.

Hon. J. M. (Melbourne)
Appropriation Bill, 3726.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1696, 1702, 1703, 1704, 1705,
1707, 1708, 185~ 1860.
AssaFlsination of the President of the United
States, 13S,.
Casc of A. Dabscheck, 3852.
Close of the Session, 3883, :3R84.
Coal Mines Bill, 2347, 235:3, 2;~;;4, 2357, 235R,
2339, 2360, 3029, 3032, 3083, ~084, 3087,
3089, 3091, 3093, 3095, 3096, 3098, 3099,
3100, 3102, :~:287, 3288, 3289, 3292, 329i,
3299, 3:301, 3865, 3866.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3732.
Conunonwea.lth Celebrations - Payment of
Caterer, 224, 225.
Commonwealth Government Offices -- Pur ..
chase of Dr. Rndall's Property, 215, 222,
223.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1), 214, 218,
Contingent for South Africa, 3274.
220, 222, 223, 224, 225.
Death of t he Empress Dowager of Germany,
607.
Death of lVIr. J. A. \Yallace, 208~.
Draught in the Council Chamber, 4:
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3:363, :~3S4,
3385, 3386, 3388, :~:~89, 3:390, :~:391, 3392,
3393, 3570, 3571,3574, 3575, 3577.
Blectric Light and Power Act 1900 Amendment Hili, 3~82.
E1~ct~ic. T.::tCtion on Railways, lOG4, 1057,
.)082, .32/0.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1393, 1511.
~~ Federal PD.l'liament House, 87; Accollunodation for Legislative Council, 1045, 1568.
2362.
Flower Sellers in Melhourne Streets, 1854.
Friday Sittings, 3282, 3283_
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 346.3, 3470,
3474.
Hansard-Accommodation at the Table, 92_
Income Tax Bill, 3646, 3649.
Insolyency Bill, 279, 609, 916, 917, 918, 919,
9·.H, 922.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 289,
480. 482.483, 484, 487.489,490, 491,492,
1409, 141(~ 1411, 1412, 1415, 1416, 1757,
1758, 1759, 17{)O,1762, 1763, 1764, 2617,
2799, 2800, 2801.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 2152.
Lielltenant-Govel'uor's Speech, 14, 102.
Mallee Tanks 1895 Further Amendment Bill,
612, 613, 616.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 989.
994, 996, 998, 2797, 2798, 3484, 3860, 3879.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 620,
624,626, 627,630, 851, 852, 853, 854, 1693,
1694.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 475,
855, 860, 3881.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of "Vorks
Expenditure Validation Bill, 610.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of \Yorks
Acts A menclment Bill, 3664, 3742, 3744,
3745,3746,3864.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Act Amendment Bill, 157,2.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1894, 3484,
3880.
Money Lenders Bill, 1396, 2791,2792, 2794.

DAVIER,
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Hon. J. M. (contin11ed)l\Ioorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 849.
)iunicipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 618.
:\Illnicipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Validation Hill, 29l.
1\1 unicipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 198!),
26L"), M82.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 25-16, 2723, 2789, 3018,
3020, 3021, 30:26.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1503, ]50G.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2159.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3854,
38.)3, 3856.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3876.
Railway Dep:trtment -Demurraee Cha.rges,
3730.
Railway Loan Bill, 3476.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3874-.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
3878.
Registration of Births Deaths ant} :Marriages Act Further Amendment Bill, 23:38.
Savings Banks Act Further Amendment Bill,
3480, 3879.
Sessional Arrangements, 91.
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald, 220.
~ports Betting Suppression Bill, 3222, 32:30,
3231, 3236.
State School Teachers Bill, 3659, 3661, 3662,
3663, :3664, 3720, 3722, 3724, 3852, 3853,
3854.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2;)48, 2622,
2626, 2627, 2628, 2922, 292:3.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3868, 3871.
Treasurer's A(iYance, 474.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 3719, 3864.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, :3735, 3740, 3862.
Vermin Destruction Act Amendment Bill,
216:1, 2166, 348.).
vVarlmrton Railway - Erection of Goods
Sheds, 2718.
'\V~Lrrnambool Land Bill, 2162.
"\Vhitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Hill, 3557, 3569, 3643, 3746
'Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1145, ll50, ll51,
llM, 1891.

"DAYIES,

Divisions--In the House-On Mr. McCulloch's
motion for second reading of Exported
Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 1592;
on ·Mr. Wynne's motion for second reading
of Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Act Further Amendment Bill, 2343;
on Dr. Embling's amendment for the
omission" half-past four" o'clock with the
view of substituting "half-past two" as
the hour of meeting on Fridays, 3283; on
Nfl'. Davies' amendment to fix "four"
o'clock as the hour of meeting, 3286; on
Mr ..McCulloch's motion for second reading
of ,\Vhitf'ield to Mahaikah Railway Construction Bill, 3568: on Mr. \Vynne's
motion for not insisting on disagreement
with Legislative Assembly's amendment
in Marine Act Further Amendment Bill,
3861.
Divisions-In Committee-On clause 9 of Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 488; on

Divisions--In Committee (continlled)clause 10 of Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 869: on Mr. Harwood's Amendment in clause 13 of .J ustiees Law Further
Amendment Bill, 1410; on Mr. Crooke's
amendment on 1\1 I'. Pitt's proposed new
clause in Artificial Manures Act 1897 Furthur Amendment Bill, 1862; on Mr. Levi's
amendment in Trade Coupons Abolition
Bill (fixing 1st June, 1902, instead of 1st
,Tanuary, 1902, as date of coming into
operation of measure), 2627; on Mr. Leyi's
amendment in clause 1 of Old-Age Pensions Bill, 3016; on Mr. Melville's amendment on clanse 2 of Sports Betting Supprcssion Bill, 3235; on Mr. Ballien's amendment in clause ]2 of Coal Mines Bill, :3294 ;
on Mr. Balfour's new clause in Education
Act Amendment Bill, 3574; on Mr . .l\lanifold's amendment in clause 20 of same Bill,
3578 ; on Mr. Davies' motion (during COllsideration of Whitfield to Mahaikah Ra.ilway Construction Bill) "that the Chairman
leave the chair," 3645.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897
Amendment- Bill- Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, ]393;
passed through remaining stages, 1523;
Royal assent, 2144.
DOWLING, Hon. THOMAS (Nel8on Prov.)
J.Jieutenant-Goyernor's Speech, 105.
Old-~ge Pensions Bill, 3015.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, :122:"),
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction Bill, 3563.
Drunkards, Habitual.

(See Ineb1·iate8.)

Education Act Amendment Bill-R.eceived
from Legislative Assembly and read a first
time, 3083; second reading, moved by M.r.
Crooke, 3361; debated, 3365; Bill read
second time, 3384; considered in committee' :3:384, 3570; read third time, 3.378 ;
message from Legislative Assembly requesting concurrence in mnendment recommended by the (lovernor, 3951; amendment concurred in, 3951; Royal assent,
3952.
Electric Light and Power A ct 1900 Amendment
Bill-.J.{eceiverl fr011l Legislative Assembly
and passed through all its stages, 3S8~.
Electric Traction on Hailways-l\1otion by Mr.
Melville that report of select committee on
electric traction on railways appointed 2nd
November, 1898, be taken into consideration, 279; dehate adjourned, 281; resumed, 922; again adjourned, 927; resumed, 1049; Illotion for reception of
report agreed to, 1053-59; select committee appointed to further inquire into
question, ll44; progress report from
committee brought up, 2718; adoption
of repo[·t moved by Mr. Melville, :3074;
debated, 30Rl; debate adjourne(l, 3083;
resumed, 3275 ; report adopted, 3282.
Hon. W. H. (N. C. Prov.)
Adjournments of the House, 2559.
Assassination of the President of the United
States, 1388.

EMBLTNCl,
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Hon. W. n. (continued)Coal Mines Bill, 2275, 2355, 2358, 2359,
2629, 3083, 3084, 3088, 3090, 3092, 3095,
3096, 3097, 3098, 3287, 3290, 3294, 3295,
3296.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3734.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 217.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3368, 3572.
Electric Traction on Railways, 3277.
Factories and Shops Acts, 535.
Federal Parliament House, 84, 28:1; Accommodation for Legislative Council, 1047.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne Streets, 1853.
Friday Sittings, 3282, 3283, 3284, 3286.
Gambling at :sports Meetings, 1569.
Income Tax Bill, 3652, 3654.
Income Tax in Trust Estates, 1500.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 486.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 2269.
Libel on the King, 79.
Library Committee, 92, 473.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 100.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 476,
8;59, 862.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1895.
Miscellaneous Expenditure, 2922.
Money Lenders Bill, 1401.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1899,
2613.
Nurses-Central Examination Board. 2546.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 272.3, 3015,3018,3027.
Old-age Pensions Further Provisioll Bill, 1505,
150!).
Ra.ilway Loan Bill, 3478, 3480.
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald, 217.
Sports Betting ~uppression Bill, 3228.
State Parliament House-Library, 473.474 ;
Reading Room, 104:5; Draughts, 1144.
State Pa.rliament Library, 2921.
t-'tate School Teachers Bill, 3660,3663, 3721,
3734.
Trade Coupons Abolition Rill. 2551, 2621.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 3738, :~i40.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3556, 3569.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1148, 1151.

EMBLING,

Employers and Employes Act (Part IlL)
Further Continuation Bill-l~eceived from
Legislative Assembly and read first time,
3286; passed through remaining stages,
3579.
Empress Dowager of Germany (See Germany,
Empres8 DOI/Jauer of)·
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly and read first time,
1;{93; second reading moved by Mr.
McCulloch, 1509; tlebated, 1511; Bill
rp-ad second time, 1519; considered in
committee, 151!); read third time, 1522;
Royal assent, ~144.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill
-Received from Legislatiyc Assembly and
read first time, 13R7; second reading
moved by Mr. McCulloch, 1575; debated,
1578 ; motion for second reading negatived, 1592.
Factories and Shops Acts-Statement by Mr.
Levi 1'e "Serious operation of the Factories and Shops Acts upon the manufacturing industries and commerce of this

Factories and Shops Acts (('Ol1t. i 1l1/p,d\State," and question whetht:t· Government
intended to propose an amendment of the
law, 532 ;' subject discussed on motion for
adjournment of the House, 532; return re
cost of Wftges boards ordered on motion of
Mr. Levi, 1155-6.
Federal and Victorian Parliaments Representatives Bill-Message from the LieutenantGovernor intimating that the Bill had
received His Majesty's assent, and been
proclaimed in the Government Oazette, 9.
Federal Parliament House-Question by Mr.
Levi 7'e arrangements for accommodation
of Federal Parliament, 81 ; statement by
Mr. V\7ynne, 81; subject discussedonmotion
for adjournment of the House, 82; further
question by Mr. Abbott, 281; subject
again discussed on motion for the adjournment of the House, 281; question by Mr.
Sternberg 1'e arrangements for setting apart
a room for accommodation of members of
Legislathre Council, 1045; subject discussed on motion for the adjournment of
the Rouse, 1045; questioll by Mr. Abbott,
1567 ; statement by the Presidellt, 1567 ;
by Mr. McCulloch, 1568; by Mr. Davie~,
1568; by Mr. "'ynne, Ii)69; question by
Mr. McBryde, Te limit of occupation of
building by Federal Parliament, 1569;
further question by Mr. Abbott, 2361;
statements by the President, 23tH, 3011.
Hon. NICHOLAS (N. O. Prov.)
Appropriation Bill, 3726.
Chief Commissioner of Police, 3728.
Consolidated Revenue Bill, (No.1) 217,
219.
Death of ~vlr. 'Vinter-Irvillg, 266.
Education Act Amendment Rill, 3574, 3576,
3577.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 485.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 631,
861.
Railway Department.;.....Trucks, 3731.
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald. 217, 219.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3871.

FITZGERALD,

Fitzgerald, Sir T. N.-Appointment to visit
South Africa as cOllsultiug surgeon, discussed on Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.
1),217.
Flower l-)ellers-Ql1estion by Mr. Levi 1'e prosecution of flower sellers in the streets of
Melbourne, 1850; statement by Mr. Wynne,
1851; subject discussed on motion for the
adjoummellt of the House,. 1852.
Friday Sittings-Motion by l\lr. Wynne for
Council to meet 011 :Fridays ctt half-past four
o'clock during remainder of the sessioll,
3282; debated, 3282; amendment by Dr.
Bmbling for omission of "half-past four"
with a view of substituting "half-past
two," 3283; omissiOll of "half-past four,"
carried, :~283; amendment by Mr. Davies
for insertion of "four," 3293; debated,
3284; Mr. Davies' amendment carried,
328(j.
Gambling at Sports Meetings-Question by Dr.
Embling, 1569.
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Germany, Empress Dowager of-Death of the
Empress Dowager of Germany announced,
and address of sympathy with His Majesty
King Edward VII. adopted,606·7 ; address
to the Lieutenant-Governor requesting
transmission to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies of address of sympathy, adopted,
607 j letter from Lieutenant-Governor, intimating that he had cabled address to
Secretary of State for the Colonies, read
by President, 608; reply of the Secretary
of State for the Colonies, 845.
-Gippsland Province, Representation ot-Election of Mr. Hoddinott, announced, 1144.
<GODFREY. Hon. GKORGE (S. Yarl'a Prov.)
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1707.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 3859.
Coal Mineg Bill. 2286, 2629,3090, 3094, 3287.
Golac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3732.
Demise of the Crown-Position of Ministers,
137.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3369, 3387,
3H88, :3389, 3575, 3577.
Electric Traction Railways, 1056, 3275.
F.urack Estate Purchase Bill, 1516, 1519.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1591.
Federal Parliament House, 284; Accommodation for Legislative Council, 1049.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne streets, 1854.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, :3-172, 34:75.
Grazing Area Leases Bill, 617.
Hawthorn Loan Bill, 1755.
Income Tax Bill, 3648, 3655.
Insoh'ency BilL 916, 917, 918, 920, 921.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 290,
481, 484, 483, 490, ]409, 1410, ]411, 1413,
H16, 17.'57, 1758, 1750, 1762, 1763, 1764,
2799, 2801, 2802.
L'l.nd L~ws Consolidation Bill, 2153.
Lieutenant-Governor's :::;peech, 9, 10, ll, 162.
LocH,1 Government Act-Power to grant Gratuities, 611, 845.
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, 614.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 993,
994, 997, 3860.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 621,
626, 629, 630, 851, 853, 854, 1694.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment ~ill, 476.
},Ielbourne and Geelong Corporation Act,
545.

Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Act Amendment Bill, 139:3, 1571, 2151,
3282.
Melbourne and "Metropolitan Board of W"orks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3744, 3745.
MelbouI'lle and Metropolitan Board of Works
Expenditure Validation Bill, 610, 611,.
845.
~lelhou.rne

SaileJrs' Home Bill, 1895.
Mining Development Act Amendment Bill,
2154.
Milney Lenders Bill, 1403, 2793.
Mooroopna Race-course Reserve Sale Bill,
1523.
1\1oorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 849.
Mrs. 'J~herec;;a Gray, 1569, 1570, 1692.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1897.

GODFREY, Hon. GEOI:.GE (continued)Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 618.
..
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Validation Bill, 292.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2730,3019,3022 3025.
Old-age Pensions Further ProvisiOl; Bill
1504.
'
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2158, 2160.
Port Melbourne Loan Hill, 2144, 2337.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2341.
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald, 220.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 322,1., 3236.
Sta.te School Teachers Bill, 3662, 3723.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2559, 2623
2628.
'
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda.)
Bill, 3832, 3867, 3871.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 3865.
Whitfield to l\Iahaikah Railway Constrllctioll
Bill, 3566.
'Vild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1151,1154.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
3:237; second reading moved by Mr. \Vynne,
3464; debated, 3-tti5; Bill read second.
time, 3,*70; considered in committee, 3470;
read third time, 3475; message from Legislative Assembly intimating disagreement
with some of Council's amendrnents, 3880;
amendments not insisted on, 3880; message
from Legislative Assembly requesting concurrence in amendment recommended by
the Governor, 3952; amendment concurred
in, 3952; Royal assen t, 3052.
Gold Jubilee Exhibition - Question by Mr.
Stel'l1berg, ?'e opening of Victorian Gold
Jubilee Exhibition at Bendigo, 25!5.
Goulburn System of National Works-Statement by Mr. Smith, 3724.
Governor, His Excellency the (Sir G. S. Clarke,
K.C.M. G.)-Statement hy the President re
arriyal of new Governor, 3102; by Mr.
McCulloch, 3102; address of congratulation,
proposed by Mr. \Vynne, ·and agreed to,
:~~73-4; statement by President re presentation of address, :333:~; His Excellency'S reply, 3641; His Excellency's speech on
proroguing Parliament, 3952.
Governor's Salary Further Reduction Bill, 1900
-Message from Lieutenant-Governor intimating that this Bill (which was reserved
for the signification of Her late Majesty's
pleasure) had reeeived His Ma,jesty's assent
and heen proclaimed ill the Government
Gazette, 472.
GRAY, Hon. Y{. B. (S.C. Pro?'.)
Coal Mines Bill, 2284.2029, 3028, 3029, 3030,
3031, 30:~3, 3034, 3mH, 3288,' 3294, 3298,
3300, 330~.
Colac and Beech Forest Ra,ilway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, :3735.
Electric Traction on Hailways, 1057.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3375.
Gold Buyer.s Licensing Bill, 3467, 3471,
34,72, 3473,3474.
Income Tax Bill, a648.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 1413.
:Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 631,
867.
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Ron.
B. (continued)Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Hitl, 3744, 3745, 3863.
Mining Develqpment Act Amendment Bill,

GRAY,

2155.

Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1898,
2612.
Old-age Pensions Bill. 2731, 3018, 3019.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
150!).
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3231State School Teachers Bill, :~664.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2626.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3872.
Gray, Mrs. Theresa-Question by Mr. Godfrey
1'e cancelhttion of old-age pension to Mrs.
'Theresa Gray, IJG9; statement by Mr.
Godfrey, 1692.
Grazing Areas Licensing Bill-Received from
J~egislative Assembly, and read a first time,
4';1;~; passed through remaining stages,
616-7; Hoyal assent, 1392.
GRE\rWADE,

Hon. F. S. (J.Y. Ya?"ra Pro'v.)

Absence of Members of the Go\'el'llment, 105.
Appropriation Bill, 3725,
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1857, 1859, 1861.
Coal Mines Bill, 2280,2333,2355, 2358, 3287,
3296,3298.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3732.
C!)mmonwealth Government Offices - Purchase of Dr. RudaJl's Property, 221.
Death of Mr. J. A. 'Yallace, 2090.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3367> 3.375,
3577.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1581.
Factories and Shops Act, 538, 545.
Income Tax Bill, 3647.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 142.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3863.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1893.
Municipal Oyerdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1897,
2612.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 3027.
·Old·age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1508.

Parliament Library, 90.
Public ""Yorks Loan Application Bill, 3876.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
3878.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2339.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3222.
State School Teachers Bill, 3660.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2623.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3868.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 3736, 3740.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1892.
Whitfield to M ahaikah Rail way Construction
Bill, 3556, 3643.

HAM, Hon. C. J. (MelboU1·ne).
Accommodation of Federal Parliament, 89.
Appropriation Bill, 3726.
Close of the Session, 3884.
Coal Mines Bill, 2291, 3086, 3089, 3092.

HA~f,

Hon. C. J. (continued)-

Colac and ReechForest Railway Construction::
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3733.
Commonwealth Celebrations -- Catering Arrangements, 225.
Commonwealth Government Offices - Purchase of Dr. Rudall's Property, 22:t
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3375, 33S4~
3386,3390, 3391, 339~
Flower Sellers in Melbourne Streets, 18:;2.
Friday Sittings, 32S4,
Gold Buyers :bicensing Bill, 3472, 3473.
Insolvency Bill, 920, 921,922.
Income Tax Bill, 3651.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 484,.
487, 488, 491, 141~
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 160.
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, 614.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill"
620, ti27.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 475,
G31, 860, 3881.
Melbourne and Geelong Corporation Act,
546.
1\1 elbourne and Metropolitan Board of \Yorks
Expentlitl1l'e Vali(lation Bill. 610.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3665, 3743, 3746.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Validation Bill, 291.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2745.
Railway Department-Trucks, 3731.
Railway Loan Bill. 3478, :3480.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,.
3878.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3224, 3231,
:3232.
Springyale Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill. 3867.
State School Teachers Bill, 36li2, 3663, 3721.
Trust Acts Amendnlcnt Hill, 3865.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3568.
Hon. D.\VlD (Wtllillflton).
Artificial ~1anures Act 1897 Further Amendmcnt Bill, 1859.
Close of the Session, 3884.
Coal Mines Bill, 2350, 2357, 3030, 3092, 3100"
. 3101, 3102, 3293, 3297.
Contingent for South Africa, 3274, 3275.
Death of Mr. J. A. Wallace, 2090.
Fetleral Parliament Honse-Accommodation.
for Legislative Council, 1047.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3472, 3473,
3474.
Justices L:nv Further AmendmentBill, 1760•.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1899.
Old-age Pensions Bill, iJ015, 3027.
Rail way Loan Bill, 3476.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Act Further Amendment Bill, 2343.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3229.
State School Teachers Rill, 3721.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3872.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1135.

HAM,

Hansa1'd-Statement by the President ?'e requesi py chief of the Hansa1'd staff that

the repor~ers should be allowed to take·
notes at the table of the House, 9; notice·
of motion by Mr. Wynlle that authority be

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIf"

Hansarcl (continued)given for the Hansar(Z reporters to report
at the table during the pleasnre of the
House, 9 ;.motion proposed by Mr. Wynne,
92; debated, 92; debate adjourne(l, 93 ;
motion withdrawn, 139.

HARWOOD, Hon. T. C. (8.- W. Prov.)
Artificic'lil Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1705.
Coal ~Iines Bill, 2287, 2~56, 2360,3091, 3094,
3095, 3096, 3101, 3204, 3300, 3:301, 3302,
3865.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3371, 3387,
3388, 3391, 3:~92.
Factories and Shops Act, 545.
Friday Sittings, 3286.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3471.
Income Tax Bill, 365:t.
Insolvency Bill, 916.
Justices Law Further Amendment Rill, 480,
482. 484, 488, 489, 491, 1410, 1411, 1414,
2799, 2800, 2802.
Lieutenant,-(';'o\-ernor's speeech, 146.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 993,
994,3%0.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 621,
625, 620, 628, 629, 830, 851, 852, 853,
1694.
Meat ~upervision Act Amendment Bill, 631,
855.
Melbourne and :Metropolitan Board of 'Vorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3743, 3745, 3864.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
215~.

:\loney Lenders Bill. 140t..
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 848.
Old-age Pcnsions Bill, ·2730, 3014, :~016, 3020.
Pompapiel Lallll Resumption Bill, ~160.
Registmtion of Births Deaths ann Marriages Act Further Amendment Bill, 2339.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3223, 3230,
3231, 3235, :j23G 32:37.
State School Teachers Bill, 3GG1, 3724.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2549.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 2W7.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, :3739, 3740. 3741.
"Vild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1149, 1152, 1153.
Hawthorn Loan Bill-Received iromLegislative
Assembly, and read first time, 1522;
passed through remaining stages, 1755;
Koyal assent, :2545.
Income Tax-Quest.ion hy Dr. Emblillg re income tax in trust estates, 1500; h.Y Mr. E.
Smith re gross income derived from tax
ana cost of administering same, 855:~.
Income Tttx Bill-Hecei'v-ed from Legislative
Assembly and read first time, 389:j; second
reading moved by Mr. 'Wynne, 3643; dehated, 3648; amendment by Dr. Embling,
" That this House ask for a conference with
the Legislative Assembly on the subjectmatter of the income tax," 3654; amendment negatived, 3657; Bill read second
time and passed through remaining stages,
8657.
Inebriates--Question by Mr. Balfour whether
Government intended to introduce a Bill
to dp,al with the question of the treatment
of habitual drunkards, 278.
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Insolvency Bill-Brought in by ~~'. Davies an<l
read first time, 279: second reading, G09 ;
considered in committee, 916.
IRVINE, Hon. H. 'V. H. (NeZ.~on Pi'OlI_)
Artificial :Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1705.
Coal :Mines Bill, 2348, 2859, 23GO, 8020, 3030,
:3005, :nOl, :3"299
.
Factories and Shops Act, 54:-1-, 545.
Whitfiela to :Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, :~G4:)..
.
'Vines Adultera'tion Act, 2144, 2145.
Jenkins, Mr. G. H.-Letter from Mr. Jenkins.
intimating that he had been offered tem-.
porarilytheposition of Clerk of theHollse of
Representatives in the Pariiampnt of the
Commonwealth, and had vbtained leave of
absence from his duties as Clerk of the
Parliaments and Clerk of the Legislative
Council, 8; statement by Mr. Wynne, 9;
announcement by Mr. 'VYUl1C that ::\11'.
.renkins intended to return to the sen'ice
of the Legislative Council, 91.
Justices Act Amendment Bill-Heceived from
Legislatiye Assembly and read first time,
473 ; Bill reall second time and ordered to
be considered in committee with .T ustices.
Law Further Amendment Bill, 547.
Justices Law Further Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. \Vynne and read a first
time, 214; second reading moved by 1\1r.
\Yynne, 285; debated, 289; Rill read
second time, 291 ; considered in committee,
480, 140D, 1756, 2616, 2798; read third
time, 2802.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill-Received from
Legislative Assemby, and read first time,.
1850; second reading moved by Mr. \Vynne,
2151; debated, 21;')2; Bill read second time,
2153; considered in committee, 2267 ; read
third time, 2270; message from Legislative Assembly requesting concurrence in
Amendments recommended by the Lieut.Governor, 292]; amendment concurred in,.
2921 ; Royal Assent, 35G9.
Legislative Council Chamber-Statement by
Mr. Davies re draughts, 4; by the P)'esi~_
dent, 4.
Legislative Councillors, qualification of-Question by Mr. Manifold re number of pel'son
qualified to become members of the Legis
lative Council, 846; statement by _Mr'Vynne, 846.
LEVI, Hon. NATHA~IEL (.North Ya1'ra Prov.)
Acconllnoda,tion of Federal Parliament, 81,.
82,284.
Assassination of the President of the United
States, 1389.
Coal Mines Hill, 2288, 3084, 3089, 3100, 3291,
3292.
Death of :NIr. J. A. 'Yallace, 2093.
Death of Queen Victoria, 10.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3388, 3389>
:j391, 3572, 3574.
Factories and Shops Act, 532, 1155.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne streets, 1850~
1856.
Friday Sittings, 3285.
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LEVI, Hon. ~ATIIAXIEL (continued)Gold Buyers Licell~ing Bill, 3466, 3471, 3472,
:H73,347'J..
Insolvency Bill, 916, 917, 919, 920, 921.
.Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 1412.
Lieut,enant-Governor's Speech, 152.
:Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 869.
Melboume and Metropolitan Board of 'V orks
Acts Amendment Bill, :~66fi, 3741.
M(,ney Lenders Bill, 1:398.
Ol(l-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1574.
Olll-age Pensions Bill, 2732,2789, 3011, 3013,
:~014, 3016,3023, 3024, 3026.
~tate School Teachers Bill, 3723.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2554, 2618,
2624, 26:!6, 2628.
Libel on His Majesty the King-Question by
Dr. Embling as to what activn Government
}Jroposed to take with reference to libel on
\ he King, published in the rpocsin newspaper, 79; statement hy Mr. 'Vynne, 80.
Libr<l,ry Committee-Appointed, 92; leave given
to committee to sit in days on which Parlialllent does not meet, 214.
Lientenant-GoYel'l1or, His Excellency the (Sir
John Madden, KC.M.G.)-Speech on
opening session, 4; motion by Mr. Godfrey,
for committee to prepare address in reply,
a;reed to, 9; acldress in reply brought up,
] 1; motion by Mr. Godfrey for adoption of
address, 11; seconded by Mr. Sternberg, 14;
<lebate adjourned, 15; resumed by M1'.
:::lternberg, 9:3; continued by Mr. Melville,
fl6; Dr. Embling, 100; Mr. ])a\'ies, 102;
~\Jr. Dowling, 105; debate again adjourned,
]08; rermmed by Sir Henry Cuthhert, 139;
continuerl by :-'11'. Thornley, 141; Mr. Grimwalle, 142; Mr. Pratt, 144; 1\11'. Harwood,
146; Mr. Miller, 130; Mr. McBryde, ]51;
~Ir. Levi, 1;")2; Mr. Abbott, 154-, 162; Mr.
~achse, 155; Sir Arthur Snowden, 158; Mr.
C. J. Ham, \(jO; address in reply adopted,
162; His Excellellcy's reply, 265.
Loc:,l GOl'ernlllcut Act-Statements hy Mr.
Godfrey re power of local hodies to grant
gratuities on the death or injury of employes, 611, 843.
McBRYDE, Hon. n. K (S.-E. P1'OV.)
Agent-General's Office, 472.
Appropriation Bill, 3728.
Chi.ef Commissioner of Police, 3728.
Coal Mines Bill, 3029, 303:3.
Federal Parliament House, 1569.
Income Tax Bill, 3656.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 151.
Meu.t Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 479,
861.
Money Lenders Bill, 2i!)3.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Bxpenditnre Validation 13ill, 292.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 1898,
2614.
OM-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1574.
Sta.te School Teachers Bill, 3724:.
'Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2625.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3868, ;~870.
'Yhitfield to Mu.ha,ikah Railway Construction
Bill, :3558.
'Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1153, 1892.

MCCULLOCH, Hon. WILLIAM (Gippsland)Minister of Public 'Yorks and Minister of
Hea,lth.
Acting Hailways Commissioner Bill, 3863,
3865.
Arrival of the Governor, 3102.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1701, 1702, 1704, 1707.
Australasian Dramatic and Musical Association Land Bill, 3011.
Close of the Session, 38S:l.
Coburg Railway Fares, 2611.
Coletc and Beach Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 364-1, 3731.
Common wealth Government Offices - Purchase of Dr. Rudall's Property, 221.
Commonwealth Celebrations, 224.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I), 218, 219,
220, 221, 224.
Contingent for South Africa, 3275.
Death of Mr. Winter-Irving, 266.
Death of Mr. J. A. \Vallace, 2092.
Defence Department, 218.
Electric Traction on Hailways, 10.39, 3081,
3082.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1509, 1519,
1520, 1522.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1575, 1591,
Federal Parlia,ment House, 284; Accommodation for Legislative Council, 1049, 1568.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne Streets, 1056.
Grazing Area Leases Bill, 616.
Income Tax Bill, 3656.
Land Laws Cnnsolidll,tion Bill, 1850.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 278.
631, 632, 3578, 388Q
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Acts Amendment Bill, :l666.
Municipalities Commonwealth Expenditure
Validation Bill, 214,291.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1755,
1895, 1896, 1900, 2612, 2613, 2614, 2615.
Poisons Act Further Amendment Bill, 214.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 1890, 2157.
21f59,2161.
Pl~bl~~ Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3854,
3S.};).
Public W (Irks Loan Application Bill, 3852,
3875,3876,3877.
Queensclifl' Land Resumption Bill, 2546,
2616.
Railway Department-Trucks, 3730.
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald, 219, 220.
Springvale Cemetery Railway Construction
Rill, 386:3, 3867.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3870, 3872.
Vegetation Diseases Act ]896 Amendment
Bill, 2546, 3735, 3740.3741, 3861, 3862.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1755, 2167.
V\'arhllrton Hailway - Erection of Goods
Sheds, 2719.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Rail way Constrnction
RilL 3286, :1554, 3569, 3643, 3746, 3865.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1145, 1150, 1151,
1 Hi3, 1154, 115;'5, 1890.
Wines Adulteration Act, 2144.
McDoXALD, Hon. J. Y. (Wellillgton Prov.)
Coal Mines Bill, 3029, :303:3, 3091,3293, 3300.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3384.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1588.
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McDoNALD, Hon. J. Y. (continued)Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3468, 3472,
2474.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of vVorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3744.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2790, 3028.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1574.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3229.
Vegetation Diseases Act ] 896 Amendment
Bill, 3738, 3862.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction Bill, 3644.
McKinley, President-Assassination of. (See
United 8tates, Pn~ident of).
Manee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Hill-Received from Legislatiye Assembly
and read first time, 47:3; second reading
moved by Mr. Crooke, 612, debated, 612;
Bill read second time. 613; considered in
committee, 613; read third time, 616;
Royal assent, 1392.
Hon. W. S. (W. PTOV.)
Coa 1 Mines Bill. 2287, 2360, :3096, 3100.
Ed ucation Act Amendment Bill, 3370, 3::l85,
:3386, 3387, 3388, 3:389, 3392, 3574, 3575,
3577,3578.
Electric Traction on Railways, 3280.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1522.
Exported Products Aet 1898 Amendment
Bill. 1382.
-Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3471.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 482,
483,2802.
Marriage Act Further Amemlment Bill, 628.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 632,
855, 856. R57, S58, 868, 869.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Vf orks
Acts Amendment Bill, :36fi5, 374ij.
-Old-age Pensions Bill, 2728, 3017, ;3018, 3019,
3027.
Qualification of Legislati\'e Councillors, 846.
State School Teachers Bill, 3662, 38.j:3.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3871.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 3737, 3740, 3862.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 216:3, 2166.
Vermin on Crown Lands, 2150.
'Vhitfield to l\Iahaikah Railway Construction Bill, 3.j59.
,Vild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1149, 1151,
1153, H191.

MANIFOLD,

Marine Act Further Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. 'Vynne and read first time, 8;
second reading moved by Mr. \Vynne, 988;
debated, 1)89; read second time, 994;
considered in committee, 994, 114i; read
third time, 1] 45; returned from Legislative Assembly, with amendments, 2546 ;
amendments dealt with, 2794; message
from Legislative Assembly insisting on
amendments disagrced with by Council,
3083; message considered, 3482, :3859;
disagreement with Assembly's amendment
insisted on, 3861 ; message from Legislative
Assembly still insisting on their amendment, 3879 ; disagreement with Assembly's
a.mendment not insisted on, :3880.
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Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly and read
first time, 47;3; second reading moved hy
Mr. Wynne, 6]9; debated, 620; Bill read
second time, 624; considered ill committee,
624, 850, 088; read third time, 988;
message from the Legislative Assemhly
intimating disagreement with some of
Council's amendments, ] 523; message
dealt with, 1693 ; Royal assent, 2144.
l\1eat Supen'ision Act Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. McCulloch and read
first time, 278: second reading moved by
Mr. Wynne; 474; debated, 475; Bill read
second time, 479 ; considered in committee,
479, 630, 855; read third time, 869; returned from Legislati\'e Assembly with
amendments. 32:37; amendments, dealt
with, 3578, 38S0.
Melbourne and Geelong Corporation ActQuestion by Mr. Godfrey re amendment of
Act, 545.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by 1\.£r.
(;ocUrey and read first time, ]393; second
rearling moved by Mr. Godfrey, 1571;
llebated, 1572; dehate afljourned, 1573;
further adjourned, 215] ; order of the day
for resuming dehate discharged, 3282.
1\1 elbourne and Metropolitan Board of "~orks
Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Wynne and read first time, 2337 ; second
reading moved by Mr. 'Vynne, 3664; debated, 3664; Bill read second time, 3666 ;
considered in committee, 3741, 3863; reall
third time, 3864; returned from Legislative Assembly with amendments, :~952;
amendments a,greed with, :3932; Royal
assent, 3952.
Melbourne aud Metropolitan Board of '" orks
Expenditure Validation Bill- Receiycd
from Legisla.tive Assembly and read first
time, 47~; second reading moved by Mr.
Crooke, 609; llebated, 610; Bill read
second time, 611 ; considered in committee,
611 ; read third time, 612; Royal assent,
1392.
Melbourne Province, Representation of-Reelection of Sir Arthur Snowden anuouncetl,
1144; Sir Arthur Snowden introduced and
sworn, ,1144.
l\felbourne Sailors' Home Bill-Brought in hy
Mr. Wynne and read first time, 1754;
passed through remaining stages, 1892-5;
returned from Legislative Assembly with
amendments, 3102; amendments dealt
with, 3484, 3880.
Hon. DO~ALD (S. Prov.)
Appropriation Bill, 3725.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1701, 1704.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 3857, 38.j8.
Coal Mines Bill, 2288, 23(H.
Coburg Ra.ilway Fares, 2608.
Colae and Beech Forest Hailway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Hill, 3731.
Consolidated Hevcnue Bill, (No. ]), 217, 218,
2W, 224.
Death of 1\-Jr. J. A. Wallace, 2091.
Defence Department, 218.
Discussion on Questions, 546.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897
Amendment Bill, 1523.

MELVILLE,
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)IELVIL1,E, Hon. DOXALD (continued)-Euucation Act Amendment Bill, :~:~i2.
Electric Traction on Railwu,ys, 279, 280, 922,
1049, 1053, 1059, 114~ 3074, 327~
Ellrack Estate Purchase Bill, 131:3, 1520.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1587.
Factories and Shops Act, ,j3n.
Fedeml Parliament House, 81, 86.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne Streets, 18.35.
(~old BlIyers Licensing Bill, 3470, 3172.
Income Tax Bill, 3654.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 481,
400, 1761.
.
Leave of Absence to Sir H. T. H. Clarke, 130.
Lieutenant-Go\rel'llor's Speech, 14, 15, 96.
Manee Tanks Act 1893 Further Amendment
Bill, 61+.
:Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 628,
620, H32.
)Ieat NuperYision Act Amcndment Bill, 470,
G3:!, 836, 86H.
)Ielbourno aud 1Ietropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 386:3.
~Iining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
21;"54.
)Iolley Lenders Bill, 140.\ 2791, 2793.
~lunicipalities Comlllonweij,lth Celehrations
. Expenditure Validation Bill, 291, 292.
Muuicipal O\'enlrafts Indemnity Bill, 2614.
Offensive Structure near State Parliament
House,9L3.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2739, 2789, 2790,
:~025.

Old-age Pensiolls Further Provision Rill,
1507.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2157,
2158, 2160.
Press Reporters' Gallery, 93.
Qneenscliff Land Resumption Bill, 2616.
Rail way Departmen t - Allowan ce for Carriage
of Grain, 224; Allowance for Carriage of
Coal, 224; Demurrage Charges, 3725, 8i~1) ;
Managt~ment of Department, 3728.
Railway Loan Bill, 3476, 3477.
Registration of Births Deaths anrl ;\[a,rriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2342.
Sessional Committees, 91.
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald, 217, 219.
Sports Betting ~uppression Bill, 3225, 32:31,
:3232, 3233.
Springvale Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill, 3867.
~tate School Teaohers Bill, 3661, 372~.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2624, 2628.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3869.
Vegetation Diseases Act. 1896 Amendment
Bill, 3736, 3862.
\Vhitfield to Mahaikah llailway Construction
Bill, 3555, 3(;44.
Members, Absence of-Leave of absence
granted to Sir H. T. H. Clarke, 139; Mr.
J'. A. Wallace, 492; Mr. Hoddinott, 3074.
Members as witnesses-Permission gra.nted
to J\fr. Bell and Mr. Bnmton to attend ana
be examilled befere Select Committee of
Legislative Assembly on handling of grain
in bulk, 492.
~lembers, New, Introduced and Sworn, 2, 8,
137,265, 845, 1144,2144, 2718.
Members, Deaths of, announced-Mr 'WinterIrving, 26;); Mr. J. A. Wallace, 20R8.

MILLER, Hon. EDWARD (South Yarra Prov.)
Accommodation of Federal Pn,rliament, 89_
Adjournment of the House, 2560.
Appropriation Bill, :3727.
Coal Mines Bill, 3031, 3100, 3288, 3293.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction,
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3733.
Commonwealth Celebrations, 224.
Commonwealth Government Offices - Purchase of Dr. Rudall's Property, 222, 223.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3383, 3384,
3392.
Burack :Estate Purchase Bill, 1516, 1522.
Exported Products Act H98 Amendment
Bill, ]588.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne Streets, 1855.
Friday Sittings, 3284, 3285.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3469, 3471, 3473.
Government Bouse and Cottage at Macedon,
225.
HnnscL1Yl-Accommodation at the Table, !l2.
Income Tax Bill, 3651, 3657.
Lieutenant.-Governor's Speech, 150.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 3860,.
3880.
Ma,rriage Act FurthEr Amendment Bill, 628~
854.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 862.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of v'lorks
Acts Amendment Bill, :n43, 3741>.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1894, 18f)5~
:~880.

Old-age Pensions Bill, 2744,3023, 3026.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3875,
3S/i.
Rail way Department-Carriage of Water to
Mallee, 3731.
Railway Loan Application Bill, :3874, 3875.
Railway Loa.n Bill, 3478, 3480.
~ir T. N. Fitzgerald, 220.
State School Teachers B~n, ~661, 3662.
Surplus Revenue Bill, :N81.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. KiMa)
Bill, 3869, H871, 3872.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 37:n, ;~: 40.
'Whitfield to Mahr.tikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3643.

Mining Development Acts Amenclment BillHeceiyed from Legislative Assembly and
read first time, 1890; second reading
moved by Mr. Wynne, 2154; debatell,
2154; Rill read second time, 2156; considered in committee, 2156; read third
time, 2157 ; Boyal assent, 2545.
Ministry, The .- Question by Mr. Godfrey'
whether Ministers did not vacate their
seats in Parliament when re-appointed to
their positions on the accession of His
~lajesty King Edward VI!., 137; statellleut by Mr. vVynne. 139.
Money Lenders Bill - Brought in by Mr.
Wynne, and read first time, 1144; second
reading moved by Mr. Wynne, 1393;
debatell. 1:396; debate adjourned, 14u9;
resumed, 1708; Bill read second time,
]713; referred to a select committee, 17,')6;
committee appointed, 1756; report from
committee brought up, 2545; Bill considered in committee of the whole, 2790;.
read third time, 2794.
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Mooroopna Race-courseI1esen-e Sale Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, ] 523; passed through remaining stages, 1755; Royal assent, 2144.
,M:oorpanyal Laud Act 1897 lfllrther Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr. '""ynne, and
read first t.ime, 848; lllotion by Mr. '''ynne
for second reading to be made an order of the
day for next day, 848; disCtIssion thereon,
848; second reading mel,de an order of the
day for same evening, 830 ; Bill read second
time, and passed through remaining stages,
869-70; returned from Legislative Assembly with amendments, 1043; amendments
agreed to, 1045; Royal assent, 1392.

Northern Province, Representation of-Death
of Mr. Winter-Irving announced, 265;
issue of writ for t,he election of a member
in the place of the late Mr. 'Vinter-Irving
announced, 277; election of Mr. Baillien
announced, 845; Mr. Baillieu introduced
and sworn, 845; re-election of Mr. Sinunie
anllounced, 1l44, 1392; Mr. Simlllie introrluced amI sworn, 1144.
North-\Yestel'll Pl'o\'ince, Representation ofRe-election of Mr. Pratt announced, 1144;
Mr. Pratt introduced anJ sworn, 1144.
N urses-Qnestion by Dr. Embling 1"e central
examination board for nurse trainhlg
schools, 2546.

MOREY, HOll. EDWARD ( rVl'llill{/ton Prov.)
Coal Mines Bill, 2285,2354, 3029, 3030, 3100,
3288, :{295, 32f)7.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 37:3:3Explosion of Steam Hoilers on Land, 546.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. KiMa)
Bill, 3869, :38il.
Vlhitfielcl to nbhaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3555, 364:3.

Old-age Pensiuns Act 1900 Fnrther Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative
Assemhly, and read first time, 3719; passed
through remaining stages, 3854.
Old-age Pensions Bill-Received from Legislative Assemhly, and read first time, 2546 ;
second reading moved hy Mr. \Vynl1e,
2719; debated, 2723; Bill read second
time, 2748; considered in committee, 2780,
30P; read third time, 3u28; mcssagcfrolll
Legislati ve Assem hly requesting COllcurrenee in amclldments recommended oy the
Governor, 3:237; amendments concurred
in, 3:237 ; Boyal assent, 3560.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill-Recei\-ed from Legislative Assembly, and read
first time, 1393; second reading moved by
1\11'. Wynne, 1501 ; debated, 1503; debate
adjourned, 1509; resumed, 1573; Bill read
second time, and passed through remaining
stages, 1575; Royal assent, 1850.

ltiotiollS for t.he Ar'ljonrnmcnt of the HouseProposed to enable Honorahle Members to
ventilate public questions-By Mr. Levi re
terms of agreement pL'oposed to be made
between State Government and Federal
Government with regard to accommodation
,of Federal Parliament ill Parliament
Buildings, Spring - street. 82; hy Mr.
Abbott 1'e same subject, 281; by Mr. Levi
re operation of the F,wtories and Shops
Act, 532; by Mr. Manifold, re number of
persons eligible for election to Legislative
·eouncil, 846; by Mr. Davies re delay in
.appropriating for Legislative Council a
room in Parliament House, Spring-street,
1045; by Mr. C. J. Ham re prosecution of
flower sellers in the streets of Melbourne,
1852.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill-Brought
in by Mr. McCullol:h and read first time,
1755; second reading moved by Mr.
McCulloch, 1895; Bill read second time,
1896; considered in committee, 1896,2612;
read third time, 2616; returned from
Legislative Assembly with an amendment,
3393 ; amendment agreed to, 3482.
"Municipalities Advances Acts Amendment Bill
-Received from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 473; passed through remaining stages, 617-9; Royal assent, 1392.
Municipalities CommOllwealth Expenditure
Validation Bill-Brought in by Mr.
McCulloch, and read first time. 214; passed
through remaining stages, 2Hl-2 ; returned
from Legislative Assembly with amendments, 1393; mnendments agreed to, 1393;
Royal assent, 2144.
Murrabit Dairymen's and Farmers' Association
- Question hy ~1r. Williams 1"e increa.se of
rent for grazing licence, 15il.
North-Eastern Province, Representation ofIssue of writ for election of member in
place of 1\11'. 'Yallace, deceased, announced,
2545; election of Mr. Orr announced,
27l8; Mr. Orr intl'Oduced and swom,
2718.

ORR, Hon. 'V:'II. (N.-E. ProtJ.)-Introduced and
sworn, 27] 8 .
Coal Mines Bill, 3030, 3033, 3088, 3291.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3:370.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2747, 3021j.
Ra,ilWE~y Department-Trucks, 3731.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3229..
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3873.
V p.getation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 3736, 3861. •
'Yhitfield to 1f::thaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3562, 3645.
Parliament-Opening of the session, 1; prorogation, 395:2.
Parliament Buildings Committee-Appointed,
92,532.
Parliament House (Exhibition-buildings).Statement by the President re arrangements fol' southern entrftnce, l:n; qnestion
by Mr. ~ternberg 1"e lighting of paths, 213 ;
statement by Mr. :Melville 7'e existence of
offensi ve strllcture near Clerk's offices, 915 ;
by Dr. Embling re draught from Nicholsonstreet entrance, 1144.
Parliament House (Spring-street). (See Federal
Pm"Ziament H ou,~e.)
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways--Mr. Morey re-elected a member of
the committee, 1144.
PAYSE, Hon. T. H. (S. YalTa Prov.)-Introduced and sworn, 137.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3665.
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PAY~E,

Hon. T. H. (contilluerl)Public \Vorks Loan Application Bill, 3876.
Railway Loa.n Bill, 34,78.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3232.

Petitions-Re Trade Coupons Abolition Bill,
2546; for amendment of Education Act
Amendment Bill to provide for religious
instruction in Rtate liichools, by recognised
teachers of religion during school hours,
3274; from Mr. John Robertson, praying
for publication of certain reports on ednol\..
tion by petitioner, 3274.
PITT, Hon. \VILLIAlII (.~. Ya1"ra Prov.)
Artificial :Mauures Act 1897 Further Amend·
ment Bill, 1696, 1702, 1704, 170.3, 1706,
1707, 1708, 1857, 1860, 1861.
Coal ~1ines Bill. 2350.
Death of Mr. J. A. Wu,llace. 2093.
E<lucation Act Amendment Bill, 3387.
Electric Tracti'lll Railways, 10)3.
Hansard-Accommodation n.t the Table, 9:~.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill,8GO.
Melhourne Sailors Home Bill, 1893, 1894,
]895, 3484.
Money Lenders Rill, 279:~.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 3482.
Old·age Pensions Bill, 2736.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2161.
Sports Bettillg Suppression Bill, 3235.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 2165.
\Vhitfield to Mahaikah Railwav Construction
Bill, 3564.
•
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1147.
Poisons Act Further Amendment Bill-Brought
in by :Mr. McCulloch, and read first time,
214; order for second reading discharged,
3579.
Police-Question by Mr. McBryde re retirement of Chief Commissioner and appointment of successor, 3728.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill-Received
from Legislati ve Assembly, and read first
time, 1890; second reading, moved by
Mr. McCulloch, 21;"57; Bill read second
time, and considered in committee, 2157 ;
read thinl time, 2161 ; Royal assent, 2545.
Port Meluourne Loan Bill-Received from
Legislative Assemhly, and read first time,
2144; passed through remaining stages,
2237 ; Royal assent, 3569.
Powder Magazine, Maribyrnong.-Question by
Mr. Brunton, 609.
PRATT, Hon. J. M. (N.- W. Pro?).}
Adjournments of the House, 2560.
Artificial Ma,nures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1706, 1707, lS61.
Coal Mines Bill, 2286, 2353, 2357, 2360.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act.l898 Amendment Bill, 3732.
Commonwealth Government Offices - Purchase of Dr. Rudall's Property, 221.
Death of Mr. J. A. Wa.llace, 2089.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3378, 3386.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1514.
Explosion of Steam Boilers on Land, 546.
Exported Produce Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1584.
Factories and Shops Act. 544.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3470, 3473, 3474,
3475.

PRATT, HOll. J. ]\f. (continued)Income Tax: Bill, 3650.
La,nd Laws Consolidation Bill, 2153.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 144.
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, 613, 614.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 477,
856, 868, 3579, 3881.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of'Vorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3683.
Melboume and Metropolitan Boa.rd of \Vorks
Expenditure Valiuation Bill, 610.
Miniug Development Acts Amendment Bill,.
2154.
MnniC'ipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 2612,.
2615.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2742.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,.
15lt7 .
Public 'yorks Loan Application Bill, 3H75.
Railway Department-Water Trains, 2~4.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3874.
Railway Loan Bill, 31,79.
i$avings B:mks Acts Further Amendment Hill,.
3484.
Sessional Committees, 91.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3225, 3231
State School Teachers Bill, 3661.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2623, 2624,.
2626.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda.},
Bill, 3871.
Trusts Ad Amendment Bill, 3865.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 2166, 2167.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1146.1150, 1153.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Constrnction
Bill, 3569.
President, Election of·-Sir H. J. Wrixon elected
President, 3-4; presentation to the Lieutenant-GOYerllOr, 4.
PRESIDENT, The (Sir II. ,T. WmxoN, K.C.l\I.G.,
KC. }-Rulings and Statements ofAdministration of Oath to Members, 8.
Appropriation Bill, 3724, 3725, :3726.
Asking Questions, 1570, 157l.
Assassination of the President of the United'
States, 1389.
Bills-Amendment of Amendments Disagreed
with by the Legislative Assembly, 3484,
3860.
Casting Vote-Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction Bill, 3569.
Close of the ~ession, 3884.
Contingent for South Africa, 3274.
Death of Mr. J. A. Wallace, 2093.
Death of Mr. Winter-Irving, 266.
Debate-Accusing an Honorable Member of
" Shirking the Question," 140; Discussing,
Details of Bills on ~econd Reading, 3724,
3725.
Discussions on Questions, 546.
Divisions - Crossing the Floor after the
Appointment of Tellers, 1592.
Draughts in the Council Chamber, 4.
Election of Presideu t, 3, 4.
Electric Traction on Railways, 3080.
Federal Parliament House-Accommodation
for Legislative Council, 1045,' 1047, 1049,.
1567, 2361 3011.
Hansard, 9.

LEGlSLATl VE COUXCIL.

PRESIDENT, The--Rulings and Statements of
(continned)His Excellency the Goyernor-Telegram.1'e
Arrival, 3102.; Address of CongratulatIOn
on Appointment" 3553, 3641.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 14, 15.
Mr. G. H. Jenkins, 8.
Presentation of Photographs of Presidents of
the Council, 472.
Select Committees, 1144.
Sessional Arrangements, 91.
Sir Frederiek Sargood, 2144.
Sir Henry Cuthbert, 3273.
State Parliament House - South Entrance,
137; Offensive Structure, 916; Draughts
in Building, 1144.
(See also JVrixolI, Sir Henry.)

Presidents of the Legislative Council-Letter
from Sir William Zeal intimating that he
had sent for the acceptance of Legislative
Conncil framed photographs of the four
preceding presidents of the Legislative
Council, and requesting that if accepted
they should be hung in one of the large
committee rooms, 472.
Printing Committee-Appointed, 92.
Public ~ervice Aets Amendment Bill-Receiyed
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 3741; second reading, 3854 j considered in committee. 3855; read third
time, 3857; message from Legisla.tive Assembly intimating disagreement with one
of Council's amendments, 3879; amendment not insisted on, 3879; message from
Legislative Assembly requesting concurrence in amendment recommended by the
Governor, 3952; a.mendment concurred in,
3952; Royal assen t, 39;:)2.
Public Works Luan Application Rill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 3852; second reading moved by .Mr.
McCulloch, 3875; debated, .3875; Bill read
second time, 3875; considered in committee, 3876; read third time, 3877.
Queen, Death of Her Majesty the-Message
from Legislative Assembly, transmitting
an address to His Majesty the King, expressing sympathy in the great sorrow His
Majesty had sustaincd in the death of our
late beloved Sovereign Queen Victoria, and
submitting respectful congratulations to
His Majesty on his accession to the Throne,
10; motion by Mr. \Vynne that the House
agree with the Legislative Assembly in
the address, 10; sec011decl by Sir Henry
Cuthbert, 10; address adopted, 11; message from Lieutenant-Governor intimating
that he had communicated address by telegraph to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, and transmitting telegraphic
despatch in reply, 278.
Queenscliff Land Resumption Bill -Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read firs~
time, 2546; passed through remaining
stages, 2616; Royal assent, 3569.
Railway Department-Statement by Mr. Melville ?'e management of the department,
3728; subject discussed, 3730.
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Railway Loan Application Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time~
38;)2; second reading moved by ~Ii·. 'Wynne,
387:3; debated, :3874; Bill read second
time, 3874; considered in committee, :~874;
read third time, :3875.
Railway Loan Bill-·Heceived from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, :3:3n3;
second reading mO\'ed by Mr. Crooke,
3475; deuated, 3476; Bill re3.(l second
time, antI passed through remaining stages,
3480.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring BillReceived from Legi~lative Assembly, and
read first time, :385:l; second reading moved
by Mr. Crooke, 3877 ; debated, 3878; 1110tion for second reading negatived, 3878.
Railways Commissioner, Acting, Bill. (See
A ctinU Railways Conuni.~8ioner Bill.)
Refreshment Rooms Commiltee--Appoillted,
92, 532, lan3.
Registration of Births Deaths anll Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill-Re('ei\'ed
from Legisla.tive Assembly, and read first
time, 2144; sE'cond reading moved by Mr.
\Vynlle, 2338; clehatecl, 2:~38 : motion for'
secoud reading of Bill negatived, 2343.
REID, Hon. ROBERT UlIelbourlle.)
Accommodation of Federal Parliament, 83.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 3858.
Death of Mr. J. A. Wallace, 2089.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1586.
Income Tax: Bill, 3647.
Insolvency Bill, 9l!J.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 105.
:Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 993.
Meat i:lnpervision Act Amendment Bill, 8(j3~
Melbourne Chamber of Commerce Jubilee,.
2559.
Money Lenders Bill, 1402.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1507.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2161.
State School Teachers Bill, 3721.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2552.
SACHSE, Hon. A. O. (N.-E. Prol:.)
Adjournment of the House, 25GO.
Appropriation Bill, 3727.
Artificial Manures Act1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1703.
Case of A. Dabscheck, 3569, 3641, 3643,
3851, 3852, :3881.
Coal Mines Bill, 2344, 2350, 2354, 2355, 23.:J6,
2357.
Death of Mr . .T. A. \Vallace, 2092.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3381.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1517, 1.319,.
1521, 1522.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill,
484, 1418.
Lientenant-Governor's Speech, 155.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 988.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 477,.
864.
Money Lenders Bill, 1407.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 27:34.
Pompapiel Land Hesumption Bill, 2161.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3856.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3222, 3232.
Stat.e Parliament Library, 2921.
State School Teachers Bill, 3662.
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Hon. A. O. (co'lttinllerl)Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2620, 2627.
1.'ramways Act 1890 .li.xtension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3872.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Hill, 3737.
'Vhitfield to '" ahaikah Railway Constl'uction
Bill, 3566, 3645.
'Yild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1151, 1154.

:SACHS!':,

:Sailors' Home. (See Melbourne Sailo1's' flome
Bill. )
Sargood, Sir Frellerick-Accommodated with a
chair on the fioor of the chamber, 2144.
,Sa\'illgs Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill
-·Received from LegislatiYe Assembly,
and read first time, 3237; second reading,
:~48;3; considered in committee, 3486;
read third time, 3486; message from
Legislative Assembly intimating
dis/l,greement , ....ith Council's amendment,
;{S78; amendment
not insisted on,
:)879; message from Legislative Assembly
requcsting concurrence in amendment rccommended by the Governor, 3931;
amendrilent concurred in, 3931; H.oy(~l
assent, 3952.
Sessiona.l Arrangements--Days and hours of
siLting, 91, :~2S2; appointment of standing
committees, 92.
.Session, close of the-Statement by Mr. \Yynne,
3883; Mr. Davies, 3883; l\lr. :McCulloch,
3883; Mr. l:3tel'llberg, 3883 ; Mr. vYilliams,
3883; thc President, 3884; Mr, C. J.
Ham, 3~84; Mr. D. Ham, 3884; Mr. Davies, 3884; l\1r. Brown, 3884.
Hon. GEORGl<j (N. Prov.)
Meat Rupervision Act Amendment Bill, 479,
868.

;SDIMlE,

SMITH, Hon. E. E. (S. Yarra Pro'!!.).Introduced awl sworn, vn.
Appropriation Bill, 3724, 3725, 3727.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1704, 1706.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 3858.
Coal Mines Bill, 2282, 2337, 2358, 3096, 3100,
:)293.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway COllstruction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3732.
Electric Traction on Railways, 1055, 3281.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1516, 1520.
J~xplosion of Steam Boilers on Land, 546.
Factories and f:'hops Act. 543.
G old Buyers Licensing Bill, 3470.
Goulburn System of National vYorks, 3724
3725.
Income Tax, 3353
Income Tax Bill, 3648.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 1415,
1759, 1761.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 990,
994:, 995, 996, 997, 998, 2795, 2798, 3483,
3859, 3861, :~879.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of vYorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 37;1:5.
~r elbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1894.
:Mining Developmfllt Acts Amendment Bill,
2156.
Miscellaneous Expenditure, 2921, 2922.
·Old-age Pensions Bill, 2742, 3020.
,Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1509, 1573.

SMITH, Hon. E. E. (continnerl)Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3875,
3876.
Railway Loan Bill, 3479.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3234.
State School 'l'eachers Bill, 3661, 3662, 3i21.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2ti28.
Tramways Act 1:;90 Extension (l:3t. KiMa)
Bill, 3870, 387il.·
Vegetatiou Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Hill, 3861, 3862.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Constrnction
Bill,3365.
S~OW])EN,

Sir ARTHUR (Melbourne Prov.)
Coal Mines Bill, 2292, 2353, 309;), 3099.
Educl\,tion Act Amendment Bill, 3377, 3385,
338~3389, 3391, 3575, 3Ji~
Flower Scllers in :Melbourne Streets, 18J2,
1855.
Friday Fittings, ~282.
(;old Buyers Liccllsing Bill, 3471, 3473.
Income Tax Bill, ;·Wi5ti.
Justices Ln.w Further Amendment Bill, 487,
490, 17J6, 1757, !759, 1760,1762, 1764, 27U8,
27!J9,2800.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 2268.
Lieutenallt·Govel'nor's Speech, l;38.
Mallee Tanks Act 189.5 lfUl'ther Amendment
Bill,614 .
:Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 851.
:Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 478,
860, 869, 35i9, 3881.
Melbourne and ~etropolitan Board of Works
Act Amendment Bill, 1572.
Melhourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill, 36()5, 3742, 3i44,
3745.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 1900.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2739, 3013, 3020,3022.
3026,3027.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2158.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill. 3234.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 1153.

South Yarra. Province', Representation ofElection of Mr. T. H. Payne and Mr. E. E.
Smith announced, I:n; Mr. Payne and Mr.
f:'mith introduced and sworn, 137; reelection of Mr. Godfrey announced, 1144 ;
Mr. Godfrey introduced and sworn, 1144.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill-Brought in hy
Mr. 'Vynne and read first time, 3011;
second reading moved by Mr. Crooke, 3221;
dehated, 3222; Bill read second time, 32:30,
considered in committee, 3230; read third
time, 3237. (See Gambling at Sports Meeting8).

Springvale Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly,
and read first time, 386:3; passeu through
remaining stages, 3867.
Standing Orders Committee-Appointed, 92,
1393.
State Parliament House.
(See Parliament
Honse, Exhibition Building.)
State School Teachers Bill-Heceived from Legislative Assembly, read first time, 3237;
second rea.ding moved hy Mr. vYynne, 3657;
debated, 3659; Bill read second time, 3659;
considered in committee, 3639, 3i20, 3852;
read third time, 38;34; message from Legislative Assembly, intimating disagreement

LEGISIJA'l'IVE COUNCIL.

.'State School Teachers Bill ( Gtmtinuecl)with Council's amendltJents, :~879; ll1es~age
ordered to be taken inuo consideration on
next day of meeting, 3879.
.St. Kilda Railway Station-Sta"ement by Mr.
Godfrey 1'e sta.te of disrepair of roof of St.
Kilda H.ailway Station, 3011.
Hon. J'OSEPH (N. Pro?).)
Artificia.l Manures Act 1897 Further Amend·
ment Bill, 1705, 1707.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 3857, 3858.
'Close of the Session, 3883.
Coal Mines Hill, 2:356, 3029, 3030, 3096,
3298.
'Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construc·
tion Act Amendment Bill, 3734.
Commonwealth Government Offices - Pur·
chase of Dr. :Rudall's Property. 223.
'Consolidation of Acts of Parliament, 847.
Bducation Act Amendment Bill. 3379, 3389.
Electric Traction on Railways, 1144:, 3279.
Federal Parliament House-Accommodation
for Members of Legislative Council, 1045.
Friday Sittings, 3283, 3285.
'Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3470.
Insolvency Bill, 918.
Lielltenant·Go\rernor's Speech, 14, 15, 93.
MelboUrlle University, 2922.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
2556.
Mr. A. Dabscheck, 2150.
{)ld-age Pensions Bill, 2737, 2789.
.Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2160,2161.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3874.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2343.
.Sessional Committees, 91..
Sir '1'. N. Fitzgerald, 220.
,Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3234.
State Parliament House-Lighting of Pathway, 213.
State.8chool Teachers Bill, 3854.
Victorian Gold Jubilee Exhibition, 2545.
'Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3565.
Wines Adulteration Act, 2144, 2149.

;STER:'IrBERG,

Surplus Revenue Bill-Received from I,egislative Assembly, and read first time, 3393;
passed through rem~ining stages, 3480.
'THORNLEY, Hon. N. (W. Prov.)
Accommodation of Federa,l Parliament, 81.
Death of Mr. Winter-Irving, 266.
Election of President, 3.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1512.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 141.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 3860.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 476.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2159.
.State School Teachers Bill, 3723.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, :3872.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1901, 2162,2167.
vVarrnambool Land Bill, 2162.
vVhitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction Rill, 3562. .

Tocsin Newspaper.
the Kina.)
SES. 1901.-b

(See Libel on His Majesty

(17)

Trade Coupons Abolition Hill-Question by
:NIl'. Abbott, 1693; recei \Ted from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 2337 ;
second reading moved by Mr. Wynne, 2547;
debated, 2548; Bill read second time,
2559; considered in committee, 2618; read
third time, 2628; message from Legislative
Assembly, intimating that they had disagreed with Council's amendment to omit
clause 4, bnt had made consequential
amendment in the clause, 2922 ; Assembly'S
amendments agreed to, 2922·3; Royal
assent, 3569.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda) Bill
-Reeeived from Legislative Assembly,
and read tirst time, 38.3~; second reading
moved by Mr. Godfrey, 3867; debated,
3868; Bill read second time, 3R70; considered in committee, :3870; read third
time, 3873.
Treasury Bonds Act 1898 Fnrther Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 3393; passed
through remaining stages, 3475.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
3719 ; second reading, 3864; considered in
committee,3864; read third time, 3865.
United States, President of, Assassination ofMessage from
Legislative Assembly,
transmitting resolution
of sympathy
:with American nation
at assassination of President McKinley, 1387; motion by Mr. Wynne for concurrence in
resolution, 1388; debated, 1388; agreed
to, 1390; motion by Mr. WYllue for concurrence with Legislative Assembly in
address to Lieutenant-Governor requesting
His Excellency to transmit resolution to
Secretary of State for the Colonies, agreed
to, 1390; letter from Lieutenant-Governor
intimating that he had transmitted the
resolution by cable, 1393; motion· by Mr.
'Vynne for adjournment of the House out
of respect to the memory of the late President, agreed to, 1390; message from
Lieutenant-Governor transmitting copy of
despatch from Secretary of State tor the
Colonies, acknowledging receipt of telegrams expressing sympathy and sorrow,
2921.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment Bill
-Received from Legislative Assembly,
and read first time, 2546; second reading
moved by Mr. McCulloch, 37:35; debated,
3735; Rill read second time, 37:39; considered in committee, 3739 3861; read
third time, 3863.
Vermin Destruction Act Amendment Bill- .
Heceived from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 1755; second reading
moved by Mr. Wynne, 1900; debated,
1901; debate adjourned, 1902; resumed,
2162; Bill read second time, and considered
in committee, 2166; read third time, 2167;
message from Legislative Assembly intimating disagreement with Conncil's
amendments, 2615; amendments insisted
on, 3485.
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Vermin on Crown Lands-Question by Mr.
Manifold re tenders for destruction of
vermin on Crown lands in \Varrnambool
district, 2150.
Victorian Gold .Jubilee Exhibition. (See Gold
J~tbilee Exhibition.)
Visitor, accommodated with chair on floor of
chamber-Sir Frederick Sargood, 2144.
Wages Boards. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)

WALLACE. Hon. J. A. (N.-E. Prov.)
Accommodation of Federal Parliament, 86.
(Death announced, and adjournment of the
Hou~e in consequence, 2088.)

'Wangaratta Town Hall Site Bill-Receivell
from Legislative Assembly aud read first
time, 1522; passed through remaining
stages, 1755; Hoyal assent, 2144.
'Warrnambool Land Bill-Brought in by Mr.
"'ynne and read first time, 1501; second
reading moved by Mr. "Wynne, 2161; debated, 2162; Bill read second time, and
passed through remaining stageiil, 2162;
Hoyal assent, ~569.
'Varburton Hailway-Question by:Mr. Davies
re erection of goods sheds on Lilydale to
'Varburton railwH,y, 2718.
'Vater Supply Loans.A pplicationBill-Heceived
from Legislative Assembly and read first
time, 3:393; read second time and passed
through remaining stages, 3481.
\Vellillgton Province, representation of- Re.
election of :Mr. Morey announced, 1144;
Mr. Morey introduced and sworn, 1144.
'Vhitfield to Mahaikah Rail way Construction
Bill-Heceived from Legislative Assembly
and read first time, 3286; second reading
moved by Mr. McCulloch, 3554; debated,
3555; motion for second reading carried
by casting yote of President, 3569; Bill
con~idered in committee, 3569, 3643; motion by Mr. Davies "that chairman leave
the cha-ir," 364-:3; debated, 3643 ; carried,
3645; notice of motion by Mr. McCulloch
for Council to again resolve itself into
committee to further consider the Bill,
3746; intimation by Mr. McCulloch that
he will not proceed with motion, 3865.
'V ild Dogs Destruction Bill- Recei ved from
Legislative Assembly and read first time,
545; second reading moved by Mr. McCulloch, 1145; debated, 1145; Bill read second
time, 1149; considered in committee, 1149;
read third time, 1155; message from Legislative Assembly intimating disagreement
with some of Council's amendments, 1850 ;
amendments not insisted on, 1890-92;
H.oyal assent, 2545.
'Vn,LIAMS, Hon. HEXRY (S.- W. Prov.).-Introdnced and sworn, 278.
Adjournments of the House, 2559.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 1700, 1706, 1860.
Case of A. Dabscheck, 3882.
Close of the Session, 3383.
Coal Mines Bill, 2353, 2356, 2358, 2360, 3029,
3032, 3033, 3086, 3089, 3096, 3098, 3101,
3293.

'WILLIAMS, Hon. HENRY (continued)Education Act Amendment Bill, 3372, 33136,
3387, 3392, 3576.

Eurack Estate Purchase Bill. 1519.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment

Hill, 1589, 1592.
Federal Parliament House . -Accommodation
for Legislative Council, 1048.
Friday Sittings, 3285.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3473,3474.
Income Tax Bill, 3651.
Justices La.w Further Amendment Bill, 488,
1411, 1415, 2800, 2801.
MalIee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendmcnt
Bill, 613, 614.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 630,
854.
•
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 856,
863,3579.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of vVorks
Expenditure Validation Bill, 611.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
2155.
Money .Leflders Bill, 1406, 2791, 2792, 2794.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 618.
Murrabit Dairymen's and Farmers' Association, 157l.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2790, 3016.
Old . age Pensious FUl'ther Provision Bill,
};,)09.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2161.
Registration of Births Deaths and Ma,rriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2341.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3224, 3232,
3236.
State School Teachers Bill, 3663.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2552.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 3737, 3740.
Whitfield and Mahaikah Railway Construction Bill, 3564.

Wines Adulteration Act-Question 1y Mr.
Sternberg re denaturating of wines' found
to contain salicylic aciu, 2144; subject
discussed on motion for the adjournment
of the House, 2145.
Hon. W. I. (N. Prov.)
(Death announced, and adjournment of the
House in consequence, 265.)

'VINTER-IRVING,

WRIXON, Hon. Sir H. J. (S.- W. Prov.)
Election of President, 3.
(See also President, 'Phe.)
WYNNE, Hon. AGAR (W. Prov.), Solicitor-·
General.
Address to the Governor, 3273.
Adjournments of the House, 1862.
Adjournment over" Cup" Week, 2362.
Agellt-General's Office, 472.
Appropriation Bill, 3719, 3724, 3727, 3728,
3730.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill.
1393.
Assassination of the President of the United
States, 1388, 1390.

LEGISJ~ATIVE

",VYNNE, Hon. AGAR (continlled)Audit Acts Amendment Hill, 3746,3857,3858,
3859.
Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 2337, 2615.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 214.
Case of A. Dabscheck, 3643,3746, 3852, 3881.
Close of the Session, 3883.
Coal Mines Bill, ] 902, 2270, 2349, 2354, 2:l56,
2357, 2~59, 2:~60, 2628, 2629, 3028, 3031,
3032, 30:~3, 3034, 3083, 3084, 3086, 3089,
3090, 3091, 3094, 3095, 3096, 3097, 3099,
3100, 3101, 3102, 3286, 3287, 3290, 3293,
3295, 3300, 3301, 3302, 3865, 3866.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3733.
Coleraine Race-course Rill, 2789.3485.
Commonwealth Government Offices - Pur·
, chase of Dr. Ruda,ll's Property, 217, 222.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 214, 216,
217, 220, 222.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 473.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1045.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No_ 4), 2921.
Consolidation of Acts of Parliament, 847.
Contingent for South Africa, 3274.
Dairy Supervision, 916.
Death of Mr. J. A. Wallace, 2088.
Death of Queen Victoria, 10.
Death of Mr. 'Winter-Irving, 265.
Death of the Empress Dowager of Germany,
606,607.
Demise of the Crown-Position of Ministers,
139.
Despatch of Business, 2560.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3083, 3370,
3390, 3391,3392, 3577, 3951.
Election of President, 3, 4.
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amend·
ment Bill, 3883.
Electric Traction on Railways, 3279.
Employers and Employes Act 1890 (Part III.)
Further Continuation Bill, 3579.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1393, 1521,
1522.
Explosions of Steam Boilers on Land, 546.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1387, 1590.
Factories and Shops Acts, 542.
Federal and Victorian Parliaments Representatives Bill, 9.
Federal Parliament House, 81, 82, 88, 281,
282, 1048, 1569, 2362.
Flower Sellers in Melbourne Streets, 1851.
Friday Sittings, 3282, 3283, 3393.
Gambling at Sports Meetings, 1569.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3464, 3472,3473,
3474, 3880, 3952.
Grazing Areas Leasing Bill, 473.
Hansa1'd-Accol1ullodation at the Table, 9,
92, 129.
Hawthorn Loan Bill, 1522.
Income Tax-'l'rust Estates, 1501; Gross
Revenue and CO!1t of Administration, 3553.
Income Tax Bill, :~393, 3646.
Insolvency Bill, H18.
Justices Act Amendment Bill, 473,547,2616.
Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 214,
285, 480, 481, 482, 483, 484, 486, 487, 488,
489, 491, 1409, 1410, 1411, 1412, 1414,
1417, 1756, 1757, 1758, 1759, 1760, 1761,
1762, 17G3, 1764, 2616, 2617, 2618, 2798,
2799, 2~00, 2802.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 2151, 2267,
2268, 2269, 2270, 2921.
b2
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'WYNNE, Hon. AGAR (continued)Libel on the King, 80.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 14.
Manee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, 615, 616.
Mallee Water Supply, 3727.
Mll.rine Act Further Amendment Bill, 8, 988,
994, 995, 996, 997, 998, 1144, 1145,2794,
27H7, 2798, 3482, 3484, 3859, 3861, 3879.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 473,
619, 624, 6'25, 626, 627,628, 629, 850,851,
81)2, 853, 854, 988, 1693, 1694.
Meat Supervision Act Amendment Bill, 474,
480, 855, 856,857, S58, 864.
Melbourne and Geelong Corporation Act,
54.5.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Acts Amendment Bill, 2151, 2337, 3664,
3741, 3863, 3864,3952.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Expenditure Validation Bill, 473.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 1754, 1892,
1895, 3484, 3485, 3880.
Melbourne University, 2922.
Members as \Yitnesses, 492.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1890,2154, 2156, 2157.
Miscellaneous Expenditure, 2922.
Money Lenders Bill, 1144, 1393,2545, 27HI,
2793,2794.
Mooroopna Race-course Reserve Sale Bill,
1755.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897, Further Amendment Bill. 848, 849, 869, 1045.
Mr. G. H. Jenkins, 9, 91.
Mrs. Theresa Gray, 1570.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill, 3482.Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 473.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Hxpenditure Bill, 292, 1393.
Murrabit Dairymen's and Farmers' Association, 1571.
Northern Province Election, 1144'
Nurses-Central Examination Board, 2546.
Old-age Pensions Act 1900 Further Amendment Bill, 3719,3854.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2546, 2719,2790,3013,
3015, 3017, 3019, :~020, 3021, 3028.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill,
1393, 1501, 1506, ] 573.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, 2159.
Powder magazine, Maribyrnong, 609.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3741,
3855, 3856, 3879, 3952.
Qualification of Legislative Councillors, 846,
847.
Railway Department-Demurrage Charges,
3730.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3852, 3873,
3874,3875.
Railway Loan Bill, 3477.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
3852
Railways Standing Committee, 1144.
Registration of Births Deaths and Mar·
riages Act Further Amendment Bill, 2144,
2:338, 2343.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
3485, 3486, 3879, 3951.
Sessional Arrangements-Days and Hours of
Sitting, 91.3102, 3282, 3283; Appointment
of Standing Committees, 92, 532, 1:~93.
Sir Frederick Sargood, 2144.
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Hon. AGAR (continued)Sir Henry Cuthbert, 3273. .
Sir T. N. Fitzgerald, 217.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3011.
State Parliament House-Pathway from
Nicholson-street, 213; Reading-room, 1045.
State Parliament Library, 474, 2921, 2922.
S tate School Teachers Bill, 3657, 3659, 3660,
3661, 3662, 3663, 3664, 3720, 3722, 3724,
3852, :~853, 3854, 3879.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 3393, 3480, 3481.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1693, 2337,
2547, 2559, 2618, 2626, 2628, 2922, 2923.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3869.

Hon. AGAR (continued)Treasury Bonds Act 1898 Fupther Amendment Bill, 3393, 3475.
Treatment of Inebriates, 279.
Trusts Act, Amendment Rill, 3864.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment •
Hill, 3863.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1900, 3485.
Vermin on Crown Lands, 2150.
Victorian Gold Jubilee Exhibition, 2545.
Wangaratta 'town Hall Site Bill, 1522.
Warrnambool Land Bill, 1501,2161.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 545, 1152,
1891.

'VYNNE,

LEG ISLATI-VE ASSEMBLY.
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill-Brought
in by Mr. 'l'renwith, and read a first time,
3393; second reading moved by Mr. Trenwith, 3891 ; debated, 3894; Bill read second
time, 3910; considered in committee, 3910;
Bill read third time, 3913.
Address to the Governor (Sir G. S. Clarke,
K.C.M.G.) -Congratulations on his appointment-Moved by Mr. Peacock, 3304;
agreed to, 3305.
Addresses to the King-Expressing sympathy
with His Mt~jesty on the death of Queen
Victoria, and submitting respectful congratulations on his accession to the Throne,
18; expressing sympathy with His Majesty
on the death of the Empress Dowager of
Germany, 608.
Addressesto the Lieutenant-Governor-Requestiog His Excellency to forward address to
His Majesty King Edward VII., expressing
sympathy on the death of Queen Victoria,
and congratulating His Majesty on his accession to the Throne, 17; in reply to His
Excellency's speech on opening of the
session, 18; requesting His Excellency to
forward address to the King expressing
sympathy with His Majesty on the death
of the Empress Dowager of Germany, 608;
requesting His Excellency to transmit resolution of sympathy with the American
nation with respect to the attempted
assassination of President McKinley, 1245;
requesting His Excellency to tmnsmit resolution of sympathy with the American
nation with respect to the death of President
McKinley, 1392.
Adjournments of the House-In consequence
of the death of Mr. Anderson, 78; to
enable Parliament House to be completed,
248; in consequence of municipal elections,
!l30; in consequence of the death of ::\[r.
Staughton, 1142; in consequence of the
Royal Agricultural Show, 1204; in consequence of the death of President McKinley, 1392; in consequence of the death of
the Hon. J. A. ·Wallace, M. L C., 2087;
over" Cup" day, 2412; in consequence of
Mr. Irvine's motion of want of confidence
in Ministers, 2028; in conseq uence of
the arrival of His Excellency Sir George
Sydenham Clarke, 3219.
Advertising-Motion by Mr. Vale for return
re amounts paid to daily newspapers by the
Government and the Railway Department,
agreed to, 417 ; return presented, 681.
Agricultural Colleges Acts Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
time, 246.
Agriculture, Department of-Question by Mr.
Bowser re agricultural scholarships, 295;
re propagation of American vines and preparation of soil map of Victorian vineyards,
412; by Mr. A. Harris re appointment of a
director of agriculture and exports of frozen

Agriculture, Department of (continued)produce, 495; by Mr. Langdon re appointment of director of agriculture, 681, 732 ;
by Mr. McBride re cost and supply of fertilizers, 762; by Mr. Bailes (for Mr. Keast)
?'e establishment of experimental farms,
1064; by Mr. Graham re amendment of law
relating to travelling stock, 2094; by Mr.
Deegan re proposed journal of agriculture,
3561; vote for department, discussed in
committee of supply, 3530; statement by
Mr. Keogh in committee of supply Te experimental cultivation, 3;)31.; subject discussed, 3532. (See Produce, ExpO?"t of)
Alexandra Park Bill-Brought in by Mr. Morrissey, and read first time, 3585; second
reading moved by Mr. Morrissey, 3842; debated, 3843; Bill read second time, 3848 ;
considered in committee, 3848; progress
reported, 3851.
Alfred Graving Dock-Question by Mr. Ramsay
re wages of foreman at Alfred Graving
Dock,3525.
Allegiance, Oath of-Oath of Allegiance to His
Majesty King Edward VII. taken by
honorable members, 15, Hi, 28, 108, 267 ;
announcement by Speaker of receipt of
commission empowering him to administer
oath, 16.
Anderson, Mr. John, M.P.-Death of Mr. John
Anderson, member for Melbourne East,
announced, and adjournment of the House
in consequence, 78-9.
Mr. C. L. (Geelong)
Constitution Convention Bill, 682.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2712, 2783.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 1038.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill,451.
Payment of Public Servants, 1102.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 985.
Railway Management, 3608.
Railway Passes, 262.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2080.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3923.
Unemployed,262.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2998.

ANDREWS,

Appropriation Bill-Brought in by Mr. Peacock,
and read first time, 3636 ; Bill read second
time, and considered in committee, 3636;
third reading, 3638.
Mr. R. 1. (Kyneton)
Employment of Returned Victorian Soldiers,
293.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 443, 930, 1317, 1359, 1364, 1365.
Independent Order of Foresters, 1295.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3809.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3825, 3827.
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INDEx..

Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill - Received from Legislative
Council, and read first time, 2]89; Bill
discharged from paper, 3851.
Assent to Bills, 300, 639, 1245, 1866, 1996, 2562,
3635.
Auctioneers' Licences - Question by MI'.
Graham re issue of licences in New South
Wales tG Victorian auctioneers, 292.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Peacock, and read first time, 2501;
Lieutenant - Governor's message brought
down and resolution for an appropriation
adopted, 3191; Bill read second time, 3794;
considered in committee, 3795 ; third reading, 3795 ; returned from Legislative Council with an amendment, 3938; amendment
agreed with, 3938.
Australian Dramatic and Musical Association
Land Sales Bill-Brought in by Mr. Duggan, amI read first time, 3670; Bill dis·
charged from paper, 3891.
Australian Squadron-Question by Mr. A.
Harris J'e visits of Australian tiquadron to
Port Phillip, 875.
Mr. A. S. (Sandhurst)
Bendigo Gold Jubilee Exhibition, 2413.
Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 2313.
Bendigo Water Mains, 1295.
Bendigo 'Vater Supply, 3529.
Coal Mines Bill, 1885, 3800.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 3065.
:B~xperimental Farms, 1064.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3110. 3122.
"Half-decker" Railway Carriages, 1294.
Landlord and Tenant Act Amendment Bill,
246.
Licensing Act-lied Houses, 1989.
Meat ~upervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
2594,2606.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of vVorks
Acts Amendmeut Bill, 3946.
Miners' Railway Tickets, 1302.
Mining Deyelopment Acts Amendment Bill,
1835.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bi1l, 3359.
1'1 unicipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1283, 1287, 1289, 1293.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 21:~4.
Paid- up Shares in 1\1 iuing Companies, 720.
Payment of Public Servants, 1099.
Police employed as Clerks, 3456.
Private Members' Business, 6:-19.
Purchase of Land for Closer Settlement,
1064.
Railway School Excursions, 1247, 1248,1418,
1460, 1465.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3920.
State School Teachers Bill, 2917, 3052, 3056,
3059.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2328, 2885.
vVater Power for Parliament House, Springstreet, 3451.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3334.
Wills Act Amendment Bill, 316.
'Wines Adulteration Act, 1109, 1960.
\Vomen's Suffrage Bill, :l717.

BAILES,

Mr. R. T. (Hawthorn)
Additional Police, 3457.
Budget, 1537.
Constitution Convention Bill, 749.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2711, 2716,
2787,3069.
Electoral Registrars, 3455.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1134.
Hawthorn Loan Bill, 799, 1499, 1500, 1868.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 188.
Meat Superdsion Act Amendment Bill,
2590, 2.591, 2594.
Members-Leave to give Evidence. 415.
Old-age Pensions }jill, 2018, 2115, 2187,
2217, 2260,2266, 2441,2452, 2477.
Parliament Houses, Spring-street, 577, 578.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 985,
3767.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3804,
3808.
Railway Loan Application Bill, :3828.
Reduction of the Estimates, :3442.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2082, 2084.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Rill,409.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, ::J918, 3921.
State School Teachers Bill, 2535, 2904, 3048,
3935.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1979, 2888.
Unemployed,262.
Wages of \Vorkmen at Mordialloc Creek,
2211.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1969.

BARBOUR,

Mr. W. D. (Collin(]wvo(Z)
Closc of the Session, 3950.
Government Printing-office, 1717
House Estate and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill,123(j_
Labourers' Earnings On Beech Forest Railway, 1527, 1528.
Minimum Wage for Government Employes,
2837.
Police Depart.ment, 1341.
Public Accounts Committee's Report, 3888.
Track Clltting-Healesville, 2li72, 278!J;
Dargo, 3245.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1824, 2893,
2894,2896.

BEAZI.EY,

Bee-keepers' Licences-Question by Mr. Robinson re regulations for bee-keepers' licences,
372.
Beer, Adulteration of-Question by Mr. Stanley
re intro<luction of Bill to prevent adulteration of heel', 2748.
Benalla and Yan:awonga, Representation ofResignation of Mr. Kennedy announced, 16;
issue of writ for election of member in
place of Mr. Kennedy, announced, 17;
election of Mr. W. Hall announced, 73;
Mr. Hall introduced and sworn, 73.
Bendigo Land Sale Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Duggan, and read first time, 1907; second
reading moved by Mr. Duggan, 2312; agreed
to, 2313; Bill considered in committee, 2313;
third reading, 2314.
Mr. G. H (Richmond)
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill. 3907.
Case of 'Valter Reynolds, 331, 1865, 2297,
2863, 3924,3393, 3419.

BENNETT,

Bank Balances Unclaiined-Question by Mr.
Maloney re unclaimed bank balances)
3954.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
BENNETT, Ml~.

G. H. (continued)Chief Commissioner of Police, 3457.
Exhibition Trustees-Purchase of Furniture
and Refreshments, 170, 171.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
1867, 2407.
Libel on the King, 123.
Licensing Courts-Non-attendance of Judges
and Police Magistrates, 1862.
Licensing La,ws, 32:39.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 68.
Lunatic Asylullls, 49Z.
~Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1923, 3200.
Mr. Lochhead, 1204.
Mr. Searle's Fellmongery, 3889.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2~23, 2483.
Personal Explanation, 1204.
Public Serviee Acts Amendment Bill, 960.
Public Service Board, J419.
Railway Department - Refreshment-rooms,
733; Deputy Assistant Traffic Manager,
767, 1204.
Rulings and Statements as Acting ChairmanOffensi ve Remarks, 2~54, 2255,2261; Secondreading Speeches in Committee, 2262;
Amendments in Committee of Supply, 3437;
Amendments on next Year's Estimates,
3442.
Suggested Adjournment of the House, 204].
Tratle COUpOllS Abolition Bill, 1987, 2326.
Unemployed,250.
·Wages of \Vorkmen at Morelialloc Creek,
2168.
\Vant of Confhlence in Ministers, 2987.

Mr. THOMAS (Brighton)
Acting Hailways Oommissioner, 3585.
Acting Hailways Commissioner Bill, 3903,
3912.
Agricultural Colleges Act Amendment Bill,
246.
Audit Office-Ovf\rtime, 1906.
Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 2313.
Bilb and Papers Files for Memhers, 1908.
Brighton Pier Impro\'ements, 1156.
·Ca.se of 'Valter Reynolds, 3418.
CJonstitution Act Amendment Act 1890 Further Amendment Bill, 246.
Constitution Convention Bill, 842, 893, 2582.
Death of Mr. Anderson, M.L. A., 79.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, M.L.C.,
2086.
Debating Answers to Questions, 3488, 3582.
Debating Main Question on Motion for Adjournment of Debate, 1943.
Early Sittings, 2414.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2309, 2693,
2705, 270S, 2709, 2710, 2711, 2715, 2757,
2763, 2786.
Employment for Returned Soldiers, 1529.
Estimates of Expenditure, 3586; Hailway
::\Iallagement, 3.386; Accounts, 3586, 3593 ;
Increments, :3586, 3630, 3632.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1195, 1347.
Exhibition Trustees-Purchase of Furniture
~Uld Refreshments, 171, 173, 174.
Eurack Estate, 1215.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1281.
Factories and Shops Act, 681; Special Boards,
2405.
Fi8her v. :Phe Queen, 1592.
Land Tax, 3508.

"BENT,
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Mr. TUO)IAS (continued)Libel on the King, 112, 122, 123, 126, 24:5.
Library Committee, 239.
Local Government Act 1890 Amendment Bill,
247.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
2596, 3207, 3'216.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2835, 2836,
3131.
Melbourne University, 1525.
Moorpallyal Land Act, 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 953.
~lossiface to Omeo H.oad, 2856.
Mr. Morrison, P. M.-Appointment as UnderSecretary. l418.
Mr. T. G. Watson, 3444.
Municipal Unification, 1937.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1283.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2064, 2141, 2175,
2214, 2219, 2253, 2426,2473, 2479, 2482.
Opening of Public Library, Museums, a.nd
National Gallery on Sundays, 1634.
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 28, 29,
30, 3746; Agreement with Commonwealth
Government., 2::\9.
Private :Members' Business, 1945,2858.
Private Members' Business and ·Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2980.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 977,
983, 3758, 3764, 3769, 377t, 378t, 3789,
3790.
Public Service Salaries - Deductions for
Quarters, 870, 1299, 1300, 1592 ; Payment of
Public Servants, lOtH.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3813,
3819.
Railway Department-Sandringham Station,
1G8; Exa.mination of Candidates, 773;
\Y orkmen's Fares, 1062; Architects' Charges
for Railway \Yorks, 1247; Clock at Flindersstreet Station, li)29 ; Suburban Fares, 2039,
2-US; J olimont Accident Claims, 2169,
2210, 2298: 22H9; Narrow-gauge Lines,
2567; Fares on Brighton Line, 3239.
Recriminations between :Members, :3310.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Act Further Amendment Bill, 2077.
Salary of the Clerk of the Assembly, :3444.
SalLtries of the Speaker and the Ohairman of
Committees, 34:38.
State Inebriate Institute, 2467.
St. Kilda vi(~ Elwood to Brighton line, 638.
Suggested Adjournment of the House, 2041,
2043.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1834, 1949,
2:32~, 289:~, 2894.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,
1320, 1790, 17!11, 3139, 3142, 3143, 3150,
32il, 3272, 3640, 3730, 3836, 3841.
U nelnployed, 252.
Unh'ersity Act A.mendment Bill, 1944.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 960, 2:~91, 2392.
Vermin Destruction Hill, 1724, 1729, 1739,
1740, 174:3.
·Wa.nt .of Confidence in Ministers, 2925, 2980.
'Varrnambool Land Bill, 2640, 2642, 2808,
2811,2815.
Whitfield to Mahailmh Railway, 2567.
Withdrawal of Strangers, 12:2.
\Vomen's Suffrage Bill, 2671.

BENT,

Bill Withdrawn-- Public and Bank Holidays
Ll1W Amendment Bill, 1:232.
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INDEX.

Bills Discharged from the Paper-Employers
and Employes Act Amendment Bill, 433 ;
J,ocal Government Acts Further Amendmellt Bill, 434; Moorpanyal Land Act 1897
FurtherAmendmont Bm (No.1), 915; Wax
Matches Sale Bill, 1244; Old-age Pensions
Further Provision Bill (No.1), 1367; Factories and Shops Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 1498; Survey and Construction of
Roacls Bill, 3219; Constitution Convention Bill, 3219; Legislative Assembly Elections (Voting) Bill, 3219; Conciliation and Arbitration Bill, 3219; Municipal Endowment and Classification Bill,
3219; Licensing Act Amendment Bill,
:~707 ; Municipal Rating (Improvements on
Land) Bill, 3707; Money Lenders Bill,
3851; Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 38;)1; Artificial Manures Act
1897 Amendment Bill, 3851; Scaffolding
Inspection Bill, :~851; Australasian Dramatic and Musical Association Land Bill,
3891 ; Women's Suffrage Bill, 394:1.
Bills Rejected on Second Reading - Public
Serviee Acts Amendment Bill (No.1),
987 ; House .Estate and Financial Agents
Licensing Bill, 1244; Ga1lle Act Amendment Bill, 3156.
BILLSO~,

Mr. A. A. (Bogong).-Introduced and
SWOrll, 163.
Advallces to Local Bodies, 2499.
Budget, 1497, 1667.
Case of Selina Blackmore, 1594.
Clerks in the Law Department, 3499.
Constitution COlwelltion Bill, 50:~.
Country Free Libraries, 3462.
" Cup" Day Adjournment, 24] 2.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, 1I.L.C:,
2085.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2695.
Game Act Amendment Bill, 3152.
Licensing Act Amendment Hill, 2387.
Lunatic Asylum Attendants, 1593.
Mines Department-Underground Surveys of
Mines, 3530; Mr. Stirling's Visit to Europe,
3583.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 3358.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2236.
Reduction of Estimates, 3444.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
3170.
Statel:;chool Teachers Bill, 3059.
St .•John's Wort, 2749.
Vermin Destruction, 3509.
Want of Confidence in ~.Jinisters, 2996.
Wool Traffic from A Ibury and W odonga,
3240,3579.
Mr. J. W. (Fitzroy)
Alexandra Park Bill, 3846.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 3i95.
Case of 'Walter Reynolds, 3420.
Coal Mines Bill, 3796, 3798.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2717, 271S,
2775.
Eight Hours System in Railway Department,
:3583.
Employes on Collingwood Railway, 636.
Factories and Shops Acts, 721.
Government Printing-office Employes' 'Vages,
135.
Inspectors of Public 'Yorks, 2039.
Libel on the King, 126, 130, 131.

BILLSOX,

Mr. J. W. (continued)Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill,
Meat Supervision' Act 1900 Amendment

BILI,SON,

47I~
Bill~.

3211.

Municipal O,rerdrafts (Indemnit.y) Bill, 3359.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2111, 2133, 2141.
Police Department, 1344.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 981.
, Public Works Loan Application Bill, 380,).
Railway Management, 3617.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3921.
Supplementary Estimates. 212.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1835, 1975.
Trades HaJI Council, 213.
Unemployed, 260.
Boer 'Val'. (See South Africa, War in).
Bogong, Representation of-Resignation of Mr.
I. A. Isaacs announced, ] 7 ; issue of writ
for election of a member in place of Mr.
Isaacs. announced, 17; election of Mr. A.
A. Billson announced, 162; Mr. Billson
introduced and sworn, 163.
Botanical and Domain Gardens - Vote discllssc(l
in Committee of Supply, 3507.
Bourke West, Represelltation of-Issue of writ
for election of member in place of Mr. ~.
T Staughton, deceased, announced, 1418 ;.
election of Captain S. T. Staughton <tllnounced, 1418; Captain Staughton introduced and sworn, 14]8.
Bows:EH" Mr.

JOH~

(Wangaratta and Rutlta-

glen)

Administration of Justiee - Expense of'
Bringing a Criminal back from New South,
Wales, 136.
Advances to 1.o('al Bodies, 2490.
Agricultural ~cholarships, 295.
American Vines, 4] 2.
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Sparks, 3237,.
3248.
Constitution Convention Bill, 751.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, M.L.C.,.
2088.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897'
Amendment Bill, 1375.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1360.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 3703, 3958.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3121, 3162.
Interject.ions, 2247.
Lieutellant-Governor's Speech, 190.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,.
1784.

Mossiface to Omeo Road, 2854.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2135, 2174,2226,2229,
2236,2455.
Pa8pal'llm Dilatatu1n, 3491.
Payment of Public Servants, 1092.
Ra,ilway Department-Freight on Wine, 166,
2363; Whitfield Railway Crossing, 637;.
Concession to Fish Protection Societies, 927.
Sale of ~1urray Fish in Close Season, 295.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amentlment Bill,.
39·1.
Sta,te School Teachers Bill, 2907.
Tobacco Industry, :3239.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2391, 2403.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1381.
Viticultural College - Admission of FreE:~
Students, 875.
Wangaratta TOWIl Hall Site Bill, 234, 1500..
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BOWSER, Mr. JOHN (Contin1led)Want of Confidenne in Ministers, 2994.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 3314.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Bill, 3317.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1119.
'BOYD, Mr. J. A. (.llfelbourne}.-Introducedand
sworn, 435.
Acting Rail ways Commissioner, 3547.
Appointment of Under Secretary, 1299.
Bq.tanic and Domain Gardens, 3507.
Budget, 1615, 1637.
China Naval Contingent, 3504-.
Closer Settlement Bxpenses, 3510.
Coal Mines Bill, 3797.
Complaints against Constables in vVest Melbourne, 2366.
Constitution Convention Bill, 735.
Crown Lands Bailiff '1'. '1'. Duncan, 3505.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2767.
House Estate and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill, 1239.
Informations for Perjury, 2364.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2652, 2816,
2826, 2827, 2832, 2837, :n27, 3129, 3133.
Municipalities Commonwealth Oelebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1293.
Office-cleaners in Lauds Department, 3506.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2246, 2459.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3820.
F,eduction of Estimates, 3447, 3454, 3519.
'!'rade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1980, 1987,
23~7, 2:329,2331, 2886.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 3708.
Vermin Destruction, 3509.
'Women's Suffrage Bill, 3715.
Brands, Registration of-Questions by Mr.
Foster re introduction of Bill to provide fOl'
registration of brands, 169, 14:~4, 2802 ; by
Mr. Craven, 633, 3888.
Brighton Pier-Question by Mr. Bent re improvements to pier, 1156.
BROMLEY, Mr. F. H (Oarlton)
Chief Secretary's Estimates, 3437, 3438.
Close of the Sessi01l, 3949.
Coal Mines Bill, 4:30.
Constitution Convention Bill, 680.
Dismissal of Painters at Government House,
552.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2718.
Eight Hours Bill, 606.
Electoral Registrars. 31,1>5.
Electors'Rights, 3455.
Ex· Tramway Bmployes in the Railway Service, 24i7.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special 'Boards,
2411, 3262.
Hackney Carriages Act Amendment Bill, 246.
Libel on the King, 114, 243, 337 ; Cablegram
to the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
226; Decision of the House, 337.
Library Committee, 236.
Members- Leaye to give Evidence, 416.
Minimum vYage for Go\'ernment Employes,
2841.
Old·age Pensions Bill, 2lO6, 2116, 2133, 2261,
2262,2457.
Opening of Public Library, Museums, and
National Ga.llery on Suudays, 3456.
Police Employed as Clerks, 3456,
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill (No.1),
246.

BROMLEY, )11'. F. H. (continued)Public Service Acts Amendment Bill (No.2),.
:3771, 3776.
Publie Works Tenders-Purchase of Furniture, 2848.
Rulings and Statements as Acting Chairman.
-1::lecolld-reading Speeches iu Committee,
2891, 269:3, 2694; .Personalities, 2692;
Tedious Repetition, 3118.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman' of
Committees, :~434.
Sa\Tings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill~.
395,40U.
State Parliament House-Rathdown-street
Approaches, 549, 2673 ; Accommodation of
Members, 2673.
Statuary cot the Exhibition, 2607.
Unemployed, 69,249: Railway Passes, 557.
University Finances, :j672.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 232G.
•
'Vater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3337.
BROWN, }.fr. J. T. (SheppaTton and Ellroa)
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3905.
Advances to Local Bodies, 637, 2485, 2500,.
:~941.

Constitution Convention Bill, 753.
Coronation of King Edward VII., 3957.
Dairying Companies ActAmendment Bill, 954.
Education Act Am~ndment Bill, 2710, 2711.
Eurack Estate, 1214.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment.
Bill, 1189, 1196.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
2411, 3255.
Friday Sittings, 3264.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 31.37, 3161.
Hours of Meetil1g. 2675.
House F]state and Financial Agents Licensing Bill, 1238.
Labour Members, 2710,
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1922, 2598.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of orks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3946.
Melbourne University - Embezzlement of
Fnnds. 1~OO.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 212i, 2132,2216,2223,
22.'36, 2423, 2456, 2i59, 2470.
Opening of Pul)lic Library, Museums, and
National Ganery on Sundays, 1636.
Railway Construction-Capital Expenditure,.
412; Cross· country Lines, 799; 'Whitfield
to Mahaikah, 3271.
Railway Department-Increases of S,olaries
and Bonuses, 208; Management, 468, 3611 ;
Regrafling Lines. 6:~3; Material and Stores,
720; Revenue Account, 721; Treasury
Payments and Credits, 870; Jolimont
Accident, 22] O.
Railway Loan Bill, 3355, 3356.
Railway Loans-Interest and Expenses, 766.
Reclassification of Shires, 177.
.Refreshment Rooms Committee, 3lO4.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages.
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2082, 2083.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 359, 3139, 3164.
Sheppa,rton Agricultural Show, 2066.
Suggested Adjournment of the House, 2042.
Supplementary Estimates, 208.
Tram\vays Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill, 3272Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 459, 463, 1849.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 1201.
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;Budget-Brought down by Mr. Peacock in Comlllittee of Supply, 999; question by Mr.
Irvine, 1035; first night's debate-Mr.
Irvine, 1425; Mr. Fink, 1439; Mr. Outtrim, 1453. :Second night-:\Ir. E. D. WHlia.ms, 1468; Lt.-Col. Reay, 14i3; Mr.
.\!adden, 1484; Mr. Deegan, 1486; :\11'.
Keogh, 1490; Mr. Keast, 1494. Third
llight-~1l". ,\1cKenzie, 1531; :Mr. Barbour,
1537; Mr. Kirton, 1544; Mr. Walde, 1551;
Mr. Hennessy, 1559; Mr. Downward, Ib64.
Fourth night - Mr. McLeod, 1596; Mr.
Foster, W08; Mr. Boyd, 1615. Fifth night
-Mr. Boyd, 1637; Mr. :Mackinnon, 1641;
:Mr. Toutcher, 1648; Mr. Robinson, ]653;
Mr. Levien, 1659; Mr. A. A. Billson, 1667;
Mr. Prendergast, 1673; Mr. Ewen Cameron
(Portland), 16S0; Dr. Maloney, 1681 ·Mr.
H. R. Williams, 1685; Mr. J. Harris, 1686;
• Mr. Peacock, lU87.
EURTON, ~fr.

J. B., :Minister of Mines and
Water Supply (I)taweU)
Brown Coal Illdustry in Europe. 494.
Coal Mines Bill, 170, 273, 300, 430, 1713,
1874, ]876, ]883, ]884, 1885, 1886, 1887,
1888, 1889, 3796, 3798, 3801, 3802, 3940.
Death of the Hon. J. A. "Yallace, M.L.C.,
2087.
Gol(l Buyers Licensing Bill, 334, 2632, 2639,
3105, :n06, 3108, 3109, 3110, 3122, 3156,
:Hfl7, 3163, 3927.
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Fmthel" Amendment
Bill, 273, 309, 315.
Mining Boanls-Labour covenants, 1059.
Mining Department - ~Iining Leases at
Marong, :299, 423; Boring in the Maryborough District, 1419; Geological Survey
hranch, 1424; Geological Surveys of Bendigo MtLin Lines of Reef, 1593; Testing Plant
for Talbot, 1595; Tra.ck to Stirling, 1905;
Tenders fOl' Cutting Tracks to Warburton
.and Bear's Greek, 1991; Geological
Smveysof ReefXorth from Ballarat throngh
'Creswick, 20flli; Track Cutting at Healesville, 267:2, 278!); Auriferous Area in the
vVhipstick, 2804; Government Deep ~haf.t
at Ellesmere, 2D24; Cohen's Line of Lode,
'Valhalla, 29:2(j; Lambert v. Theissen, 3035,
323!); Dargo RiYer ::Ylining Track, 3103,
:~245;
Prospecting Vote, 3240, 3241;
Boring for Gold. 3;)~9: ~Ir ::;tirling's Visit
to Europe, 3383; Aid for ::Vlilleral Discoveries, 3887.
::Mining DeYelopment Act, 636, 1158; ad\'ances, 1202, 1248.
J.lilling Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1158, 1767, 1835, 1843, 1844, 1846, 1847,
1868, 1869.
Mount William Gold-fields, 550; 'Vater
Supply, 7:21, 120l.
Municipal Overdrafts (Iu(lcmuity) Bill, 3360.
Municipa.lities Ad,'ances Acts Amendment
Bill, 374, 443,449.
Paid-up :Shares in Mining Companies, 721.
Rifle Bntts at Cn,nadian, 1904.
Stp,te Padiament House-Testing of Air, 373.
'\Vater Supply-Guihlfordantl Yapeell, 167;
Lake Lonsdale ResenToir, 411; for the
Mallee, 1903 ; Geelong, 2168 ; DiYcrsion of
Goulburn and Murray Ri,rers, 2748, :3679;
vVaterworks ill Country Districts, 352H ;
Expedition Pass ResClToir, :i667; Glynwylln, 3S!:!7; Riddell's Creek, 3888.

BURTON,

Mr. J.

n.

(continued)-

Water Supply Loans Application Bill, IBll,
3321, 3351, 3352, 3353,3354.
'Wines Adulteration Act, 1128.
Business, Order of-Sessional orders 1'e Government businessandprivate members' business
adopted, 274; sessional orders suspended to
allow Government business to be proceede(l
with during the whole of sitting, agreed
to, 639, 952, 1425, 2976-80, 3264, :~30:j-1O;
sessional order limiting time for calling on
fresh business, suspended for remainder of
session, so far as Goverument business is
concerned, ;j584; motion by Mr. Peacock
re order of business, 3669; debated, 3670 ;
withdrawn, 3670; suspension of sessional
order limiting time for calling on fresh
business suspended so as to allow general
business to be called on up to 11.15 p.m.,
3707.
Butter-Questions by Dr. Maloney re cool
storage of butter for local consumption,
1201; by Mr. A. Harris, re direct consignments of butter to seaport centres in Great
Britain, 3243; 1'e sal(> of Victorian butter
in London, 3886. (See Produce, Export of)
Mr. EWEN (P01'tland)
Advances to Local Bodies. 2495.
Alexandra Park Bill, 3844,
Budget, 1680.
Cool Storage Accommodation, :H44.
Constitution COllvention Bill, fl88.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2696, 2713.
Eurack Estate, ]271.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Hill, 1351. 1~~5:').] 361.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
2407.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, :3705.
Libel on the King, 119, 245; Prosecutions,
298, 334.
Lientenant-Governor's Speech, 183.
Medals for State ::;chool Children, 297.
Municipal Rating (Improvements on land)
Bill. 1803.
Old-age Pensions Bill. 2108, 213i, 2183, 2184,
2l87, 2:2:37. 2440. 2475, 2483.
Parliamentary Library - State Books and
Papers, 239.
Printers and New!'papers Act, 765, 878.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 982.
Public 'Yorks Department- Delays in Carrying out Work, 764.
Public 'Yorks Loan Application Bill, 3814.
Railway Department-Casual Employes, 72;
ExamilULtion of Candidates, 772 j Acting
Clerks, 2629; Extra Sheep 'Trucks, 2631 ;
Differential Rates, 3616.
Railwa.y Service Reclassifica.tion, 2460.
Railway Management, 3616.
Registration of Births Deaths a.nd Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2077.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 3!-i3, 3138.
Shepparton Agricultural Show, 2067.
State ~chool Teachers Bill, 2912, 2913.
~tate Iuehriate Institute, 331Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1983, 1986,
1988,232:2, 2328.
Ullemvloyed, 251.

CAl\mRON,
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cCAMERON, Mr. EWEN (contin'tted)Unused Roads Licensing Bill, 2389, 2393,
2397,2400.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1383.
\Yant of Confidence in Ministers, 3003.
"\Vomen's Suffrage Bill, 2669.

E. H. (Evelyn)
Case of 'Valter Reynolds, :3'120.
Cross-country Railways, 682.
Healesville Railway Rtation, 1246.
Mttllee Water Supply, 28, 1245.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of V{ orks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3946.
Melbourne 'l'ran1\vay Fares, 2H)8.
'l'olmie Railway, 28.
Water Supply Loans .Application Bill, 3339.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 2923,
3267.
'W oolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson
Railway, ]988.

'CAMEIWN, \11'.

'-Census-Question by Dr.

~bloney,

875.

-DHAIRMAN OF COM;\IITTEES (Mr. "V. D. Beazley)
--Rulings and Statements ofAppropriation Bill, 3637.
Amendments, 1317, ] 318, 188:3, 2126, 2133,
2141, 2143, 2176, 2178, 224:3.2707,2708,
:~109; Imposing Taxation, 1723, 1744; in
Committee of ~upply, 3447.
Budget, 1425.
-Call for Division, 2141.
-Casting Vote, 3188.
'Clauses - Amendments, 1845 ; New Clauses,
3035.
Debate- Second-reading Speeuhes in Comluittee, 224:3, 2(i78, 3:317, 3712, ~91O;
Limitation of Discussion, 2707, 2708;
Offensive Expressions, 2829; Irregular
Discussion, 1879, 3492, 3493, :3:129, 37.68;
Interjections, ] 3:56, 212:5, 3715, 3776.
Director of Education, 2707.
.Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 1044.
Mr. ~adler, 2707.
'tihairman of Commit tees-Motion by Mr.
Wilkins in Committee of Supply for reduction of Chairmtm's salary, 3430 ; withdrawn, 3439.
Chairmen of Committees-Appointment of Mr.
Bennett, Mr. Bowser, Mr. Bromley, Mr.
Kirton, and Mr . .\>Iurray to act as Temporary Chairmen, announced, ] 7.
Charitable Institutions - Vote discussed in
Committee of Supply, 3501.
.China Nava,l Contingent-Question by Mr.
Boyd re case of Gordon, a member of the
China Naval Contingent, :3504; by Mr.
Mackinnon (for Mr. Ramsay) re issue of
medals to members of contingent, 3886.
-CnrRNSIDE, MI'. J. P. (Gmnt)
Geelong Water Supply, 2168.
i(jlerk of Legislative Assembly-Motion by Mr.
Prendergast, in Committee of Supply,
to reduce the Clerk's salary, 3440;
debated, 3441; negatived, 3442; motion
by Mr.
O'Neill, in Committee of
~upply, that the salary of the future
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Clerk of Legislative Assembly (continued)Clerk should not exceed £850, 3443;
debated, :3443; negatived, 3446; statement
by the Speaker re retirement of Mr. W. V.
H.obinson, C.M.G., 3959.
Clerks of CO'urts-Question hy Mr. Keast re
appointment of clerks of courts at Mansfield and Harrow, 634.
Coal-Question by Mr. Kirton re report hy
Government Geologist on brown coal industry in Europe, 494: motion by MI'.
Kirton for return of a copy ot Government
Geologist's report, agreed to, 494; presented, 494.
Coal Creek Coal Mine-Question by :\11'. Nichols
re labour dispute at Coal Creek Coal
Mine, and action of Hailway department, .
297.
Coal Mines Bill-Question by Mr. Vale (for
Mr. Downward) re introduction of Bill,
170; Bill brought in by Mr. Burton, and
read first time, 27:3 ; second reading moverl
by Mr. Burton, 300; debated, 305, 423;
agreed to, 429; Bill considered in COlllmittee, 429; question by Mr. Downwarrl,
1713; by Mr. 8angster, 1810; Bill further
considered ill committee, ]874; third reading, 1888; returned from Legislative Council with amendments, 3553; a,mendments
dealt with, :3795; message from Legisla·
tive Council insisting on certain of the
amendments disagreed with by the Assembly, 3938; disagreeolent with Council's
amendments insisted on, 3940.
Colac and Beech Forest Ra,ilway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Peacock, and read first time, 3491 ;
second reading moved by :Mr. 'l'renwith,
3635 ; Bill read second time awl consirlered
in committee, 3636 ; third reading, :3636.
Colera,ine Race-course Bill- Received frOIl1
Legislative Council, anel re~td first time,
3635; motion by ~lr. Duggan that the Bill
be treated as a public Bill, agreed to, 375:3;
Bill read second time and passed through
remaining sta.ges, 3753.
Committee of Public Accounts. (See Publi(;
Account8, Oommittee oJ:)
Committees (Permanent) Appointed, 274.
COlllmittees, Select-Appointed-Re handling
grain in bulk, 246; case of !vfr. 'Valter
Reynolds, 334; railway ca.rriage lighting,
415 ; management of Hailway department,
798.
Commonwealth of Australia, Inauguration of
-Question by Mr. Prendergast re cost of
catering ill connexion with Commonwealth
celebrations, 164; statement by Mr. Ben·
nett (on motion for adjournment of the
House) re action of trustees of the Exhibition lmildiug, in connexion with purchasc
of furniture and refreshments, 171 ; subject discussed, 172-7; question by Mr.
McKenzie re distrihution of medals to
school children, 242; hy Mr. Ewen Camel'on (Portland), 297; by :Mr. Hennessy 'roe
issue of voters' certificates in cOllnexion
with referendum on Commonwealth of Australia Bill, 6:36; by Mr. Prendergast,
2788; by Mr. Prendergast re admission to
grand stand erected at Prince's-bridgfl sta,tion, during Commonwealth celebrations,
637, 734; by Ml'. Grose 7'e cost of celebrations, 29:L6.
•
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Commonwealth Parliament - Question
by
Lt.-Col. Reay 1'e alleged in~asion of State
rights inconnexion with carriage of mails, by
'5tate railways, uncler a Bill nowbefore Commonwealth Parliament, 267 ; statement by
Mr. Irvine, 268; by Mr. Gillies, 268; question by Sir John McIntyre re effect of luterState (Commonwealth) Bill on State rights,
268; statement by Mr. Fink, 269 ; by Mr.
Barbour re his attendance as a witness before a select committee of the House of
Representatives, 415; motion by Mr. Peacock giving leave to Mr. Barbour to attend
before the said committee, agreed to,
416 ; question by Mr. O'Neill re accommodation of the Commonwealth Padia,mellt, 547 ; by Mr. Vale, 636.
Conciliation and Arbitration Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Trenwith, and read first time, 273;
Bill discharged from paper, 3219.
Conservator of Forests. (:-5ee State F01"ests.)
Consolidated Reyenue Bill (No. I)-Brought in
by Mr. Peacock, autI passed through all its
stages, 212.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Brought in
by Mr. Peacock, and passed through all its
stages, 469.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 3)-Brought in
by ~Ir. Peacock, and passed throu-gh all its
stages, 1034-5.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-Brought in
by Mr. Peacock, and passed through all its
stages, 2884.
Constitution Act Amendment Act 1890 Further Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Bent, and read first time, 246.
Constitution Convention Bill-Brought in by
:\1r. Peacock, and read first time, 273 ;
question by Mr. Irvine re circula.tion of
Bill, 275; second reading moved by Mr.
Peacock, 374; debate adjourned, 384;
Lieutenant-Governor's message, brought
(lown and resolution for an appropriation
adopted, 496; debate on motion for second
reading resumed by Sir J olm :McIntyre,
496; continued by Mr. A. A. Billson,
1103; ~ir. McKenzie, 506 ; Mr. Mackinnon,
515; Mr. Toutcher, 517; Mr. Fotheringham, 524; Mr. Downward, 526; Mr.
Oman. 529; Mr. Duffy, 567; M1'. Robinson, 573; statement by Mr. Peacock 1'e
close of debate, 579 ; debate continued by
:Mr. Robinson, 580; Mr. Keogh. 584;
Mr. Deegan, 586; Mr. Ewen Cameron
(Portland), 588; Mr. Mitchell, 595; Dr.
_vlaloney, 597; Mr. McLeod, 640; Mr.
Sadler, 648; Mr. Irvine, ()56; :NIl'. Trenwith, 665; 1\fr. Andrews, 682; 1\11'. E. D.
Williams, 687; Mr. Murray, 691; Lt.Col. Reay, 697; Mr. Boyd, 785; Mr.
Smith, 740; )11'. Lazarus, 745; :Nlr. Ba.rbour, 749; Mr. Bowser, 751; Mr. Gair,
752; 1\11'. Brown, 753; Mr. Ramsay,
757; Mr. Gillies, 783; Dr. McInerney,
801 ; Mr. Shiels, 815; Mr. Fink, 831;
Mr. H. R 'Villiams, 882; )fr. Duffus,
891; Mr. Bent, 893; Mr. Kirton, 902;
~Ir. Isaacs, 907; Mr. Methven, 910; Mr.
Vale, 912; Bill read second time, 915;
statement by Mr. Duffy, 921; question by
Lt.-Col. Reay, 2500; statement by Mr.
Peacock, 2574; by Mr. Irvine, 2577;
motion by Lt. -Col. Reay for adjournment
of the House for the purpose of discussing

Constitution Convention Bill (continued)the Ministerial abandonment of the Bill,.
2577; discussed, 2580; negatived, 2588;:
motion by Lt. -Col Heay" That in the
opinion of this House the Government
should proceed with the consideration of
the Bill before the end of the present
month (November)," 2858; debated,
2861 ; negatived, 2875; Bill discharged
from paper, 3219.
Constitution, Reform of the-Motion by Mr.
Methven affirming that the time had arrived for the introduction of a Bill to
reform the Constitution of the two Houses.
of the State Parliament on lines laid down
by honorable members at the last general
{:lection. 1937; debated, 1940; debate adjourned, 1944.
•
Contingent for South Africa. (See South Ajrica.,.
War in).
Mr. A. W. (Renambm)
Christmas and New Year Holidays, 3667.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,.
1840.
Mossiface to Omeo Road, 2852.
Registration of Brands Bill, 633, 3888.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees, 3431.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3713.

CRAVEN,

Credit Foncier Loans-Questiolll by Mr. Nichols
re loans to settlers on Credit Foncier principle, 733.
Mr. JOHN (Gunbow~r).-IntroducecI
and sworn, 108.
'Vater Supply Loans Application Bm, 3348.

CULLEN,

Dairying Companies Act Amendment Bill. Brought in by Mr. Irvine (for Mr. Brown),
and read first time, 954.
Debentures-Question by Mr Robinson re
dealings in Government municipal debentures, 1523.
Mr. J. F. (Melbourne Ea.st).-Introducecl and sworn, 298.
Agricult ural Department Journal, 2561.
Budget, 1486.
Constitution Convention Bill, 586.
Further Australian Contingent for South·
Africa, 3696.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3157, :3162.
House Esta,te and Financial Agents Licensing:
Bill, 1236.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2173.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1831, 2330.
'Women's Suffrage Bill, 2667.

DEEGAN,

Defence Department-Quest.ion by Lt.-Col.
Reay re payment of o\Tertime to employes.
of Department in connexion with organization of South African contingents, 373 ; by
Mr. Methven re payment of officers for'
overtime in connexion with South African
contingents, 1594.
Divisions-In the Hou~e-On Mr. "Warde's.
amendment on Mr. Peacock's motion
affirming that the honorable member for'
Melbourne. Mr. Findley, being the printer
and publisher of a newspaper, known as.
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Divisions-In Committee-On Lt.-Col. Reay's
Divisions-In the House (contimted)amendment in clause 6 of Savings Banks
the Tocsin, in the issue of which, of 20th
Act Further Amendment Bill, 400; on Mr.
June, there was published a seditious libel
Downward's
amendment in clause 6 of Coal
regarding His Majesty the King, "is guilty
Mines Bill, 431; on Mr. Prendergast's new
of disloyalty to His Majesty, and com·
clause in Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Furmitted an act discreditable to the honour
ther Amendment Bill (No.2), 1043; on Mr.
of Parliament, and that he theref')re be
Peacock's amendment in clause 2 of :Muniexpelled this House," 134; on Mr. Pea·
cipalities Commonwealth Celebrations Excock's motion for adjournment of the House
penditure Bill, 1293; on Mr. Downward's
from 27th June until 16th July, 264; on Mr.
amendment in clause 4 of Exported ProPeacock's motion for f)econd reading of Conducts Act 1898 Amendment Bill 1320·
'stitution Conveution Bill, 915; (,n Mr.
on Mr. Prendergast's amendment i~l claus~
Bennett's motion for second reading of
3 of Meat Supervision Act Amendment
}">ublic Service Acts Amendment Bill, 987 ;
Bill, 19~7; on Mr. McLeod's amendment
1)n Mr. vVilkins' motion for appointment of
in clause 2 of Old-age Pensions Bill 2127'
:Select Committee to inquire into adminison Lt. -Col. Reay's motion that p;ogrei!~
tration of police department, 1345; on Mr.
be reported on Old-age Pensions Rill
Kirton's motion for the adjournment of the
2259; on Mr. Kirton's amendment in claus~
·debate on Mr. O'Connor's motion in favour
10 of Old-age Pension Bill, 2260; on Mr.
·of opening of the Public Library, Museums,
Keogh's amendment in clause 8 of Unand National Gallery on Sundays, 1637;
used Roads Leasing Bill, 2402; on Ml'.
on Mr. Vale's 1110ti€.ln for the adjournment
P.r~ndergast's new clause in Meat Superof debate on Mr. Peacock's motion for senSIOn Act 1900 Amendment Bill, 2599·
<cond reading of Old-age Pensions Bill, 2037;
on Mr. Wilkins' llew clause in same Bill'
-on Mr. \Vilkins' amendment in clause 2 of
2606; on Dr. McInerney's amendment iI~
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2334; on Lt.clause 3 of Education Act Amendment
'Col. Reay's motion for recommittal of OldBill, 2709; on Mr. Murray'S amendment
.age Pensions Bill, 2369; on Mr. Kirton's
in clause 6 of same Bill, 2770; on clause
.amendment in cla,use 10 of Old-age Pensions
2 of Melbourne ~ailors' Home Bill, 2827;
Bill, 2451 ; on Mr. Peacock's amendment,
on Mr. B~nt's motion to report progress
2452; on ~ir Samuel Gillott's amendment
on same'BIll, 2835; on Mr. H. R. Williams'
in clause 8 of same Bill, 2474: on Mr. Bent's
amendllJent in clause 35 of State School
.amendment in Clause 10 of same Bill, 2483;
Teachers Rill, 3049; on Mr. Sadler's
-on Lt.-Col. Reay's motion for the adjonrnamendment, in schedule 2 of same Bill
ment of the House for the purpose of dis~061; on 1\11'. Warde's new clause re loan~
<cussing the Ministerial abandonment of the
on small properties in Savings Banks Acts
Constitution Convention Bill, 2588; on Mr.
Further Amendment Bill, 3184; on Mr.
Prendergast's 'motion for adjournment of
\Varde's new clause re salaries in same
debate on motion for second reading of
Bill, 3188; on Mr. Prendergast's motion
"Vomen's Suffrage Bill, 2671; on Mr. Ramin Committee of Supply to reduee the
:say's new clause in same Bill, 2787; on Mr.
salary of the Clerk of the Legislative
Duggan's motion for the second reading of
Assembly, 3442; on Mr. Prendergast's
the Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2825;
motion in Committee of Supply that the
-on Mr. Beazley's motion for adoption of
salary of the future Clerk be reduccd to
minimum wage for Government employes,
£800, 3443 ; on Mr. Bent's motion in clause
.2846; on Lt.-Col. Reay's motion affirming
5 of Public Service Acts Amendment Bill
that the Gove.rnment should proceed with
No.2,. 3763; on Lt.-Col. Reay's amenl
the Constitution Convention Hill, 2875; on
mellt m same clause of same Bill, 3771·
the Legislative Council's amendment in
on Mr. Mackinnon's new clause in sam~
dause I of Trade Coupons Abolition Bill,
Bill, 3794; on Mr. J. W. Billson's amend2892; on Mr. H. R. 'Villiams' motion to
ment. in cl~use .2 of Sports Betting Sup()mit clause 5 of Education Act Amendment
preSSIOn Bill, 3923; on Mr. Murray's
Bill, 3073 ; on new clause B in Meat Superamendment in clause 3 of same Bill,
vision Act 1900 Amendment Bill, 3210 ; on
3924.
Mr. Warde's new clause in same Bill, 3211;
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897
-on Mr. \Varde's amendment in his new
Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
clause in same Bill, 3218; on Mr. Bennett's
Peacock, and read first time, 274· second
motion affirming that report of select comreading moved by Mr. Peacock, 1372;
mittee on the case of MI'. Walter Reynolds
deba.ted, 1373; agreed to, 1376; third
should be carried out, 8429; on Mr. H. R.
readmg, 1377.
If
Williams' motion for the secondl'eading of
the Women's Suffrage Bill, 3711; On Mr.
D.oWNWARD, Mr. ALFRED (Mornington)
Bent's motion forthird reading of Tramways
Budget, 1564.
Act Extension (S.t. Kilda) Bill, 3841 ; on Mr.
Coal Contracts for Railway Department 3240.
Morrissey's motion for second reading of
Coal Mines Bill, 170, 305, 425, 429,' 1713.
Alexandra Park Bill, 3848; on Mr. Dug1874, 1880, 1883, 3796, 3797.
gan's motion that the Assembly do not
Constitution Convention Bill, 526, 2871.
insist on their amendment in clause 8 of
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2680', 2689.
Melbourn!:: Sailors' Home Bill disagreed
Eurack Estate, 1276.
with by Legislative Council, 3927; on Dr.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Maloney'S proposal that the House insist
Bill, 1186, 1809, 1318, 1358 .
()n disagreeing with the Legislative CounLocal Government Acts Further Amendment
.cil's amendments in the State School
Hill, 246, 433.
'l'eachers Bill, 3936.
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Mr. ALFRED (continued)Lieutenant·Governor's Speech. 39.
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Hill, 314.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment "Bill,
2595.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Expenditure Validation Bill, 307.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
184l, 1842, 1847.
:Municipalities Advances Act AmendmentBill,
445.
Old·age Pensions "Rill, 2043.
Parliament Buildings, Spring· street, 3747.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3761,
3774.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
394.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1720, 1731,
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 454, 496.

DOWNWARD,

Drunkards, Habitual.
ment 0/)

(See Inebriates, T1'eat·

Mr. J. F. (Port llairy).
Constitution Convention Bill, 891.
Differential Railway Bates, 3614.
Eurack Estate, 1279, 1281.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1132.
Old·age Pensions Bill, 2217.
Railway Management, 3614.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1982, 2332.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1385.

DUFFPS,

Mr. J. GAVAN (Kilm01'e, Dalhousie, and
Lancr'.field)
Assassination of President of ULited. States,.
139!.
Case of Mr. T. F. McDonagh, 635.
Case of Walter BeYijolds, 2864, 3417, 3487..
Chief Secretary's Estimates, 34:38.
Conservator of State .Forests, 3519, 3522.
Consolidation of Victorian Statutes, 167,
1814:.
Constitution Convention Bill, 567, 929.
Crown Lands Bailiff, T. T. Duncan, 3505.
Educ:ttion Act Amendment Hill, 2685, 2709,
2712,2768: 2774,2777, 2780.
Electoral Registrars, 345:3.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3107, 3109, 3114,
3122, 315S, 3159.
Hours of Meeting, 2673.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 1814.
Libel on the King, 117.
Lunacy Department Reforms. 3104, 3393.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 389.
Melbourne Tramw~y Fares. 2199.
Melbourne University - Embezzlement of
Funds, 1300; Finances, 3193.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1775, 1845.
Old.-age Pensions Bill, 2100,2171, 2178, 2181,
2182, 2183, 2184, 2370, 2452.
Opening of Public Library, MuselIms, and
National Gallery on F3undays, 1636.
Personal Explanation, 3487.
Private :Membcrs' Business, 2978.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3766.
Railway Department - School Excursions,
1464; Wheat and Coal Freights, 3502, 3625 ;
Management, 3625.

DUFFY,

Mr ..J. GAVAN (continuedjRiddell's Creek Water Supply, 3888.
Salaries of Officers Transferred to Commonwealth, 1420, 2671.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 395, 3173.
Savings Banks Employes, 3581.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3923.
State Parliament House-Accommodation of
Members, 2673.
State School Teachers Bill, 3045.
Suggested Adjournment of the House, 2041.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 1906,3707, 3711,.
3938.
Unused Roads Licensing Bill, 2391, 2395.
Vermin Destruction, 1157.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1726, 1744.
'Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2991.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 456.

DUFFY,

DUGGA~,

Mr. D. J., Minister of Lands
(Dunolly)
Australasian Dramatic ann Musical Association Land Sale Bill, 3670
Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 1907, 2312, 2:-n4.
Bolwarrah 'Water Reserve, 371, 2562.
Closer Settlement-Purclfase of Land, 1064;
Expenditure, 3510.
Coleraine ]{ace·course Bill, 3753.
Council of Agricultural Education, 3511.
Eurack Estate 1130, 1158, 1204,1213, 1217,.
1224.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill, 1281, 1282.
Forest Reserves, 1714.
Grazing Area Leases Bill, 334.384.
Land Laws Consolidatio!,- Bill, 273, 1811,
1812, 1812, 2312,2923.
Land Licence·fees, 169.
Lands Department .- Bee.keepers' Licences,.
372; Delays in Issue of Official Documents,
413; Residences on Auriferous Areas, 414 ;
Overtime of Clerical Staff, 494 ; Administra·
tion of Department, 494 ; Survey Charges,
1062; Land Classification, 1064, 3508 ; ~ur·
render of Helected Lands, 1157 ; Renewal of
JJicences under Sections 99 and 123 of Laml
Act, 1203; Clearing Scrub Lands, ] 424 ;.
Crown Lands at Upper Neerim, 1714; Re·
moval of Sand from Sandridge Bend, 1715 ;
Selectors' Arrears of Rent, 1766; Explosives
Reserve at Tl'uganina, 1766; Selection at
Borung, 2363; Compensation to Landholders at Bolwarrah, 2562; Crown Lands
Bailiff, T. T. Duncan, 3506 ; Pental Island,
3511; Sand Area Roads at Port Melbonrne,
3523; Loans to Selectors, 2524; Chainmen's V\Tages, 3524; Fumina Lands, 3667.
Lake Lonsdale Reservoir, 369.
Leongatha Labour Colony, 2631.
Loans to t-Iettlers at Moe, 733.
Manee Lands-Appeal Boards, 242; Classification, 1248.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2643, 2826,
3126, 3127, 3131, 3133, 3134, 3135, 3926,
3927.
Memsie Estate, 768.
Mount vYarrenheip Timber Reserve-Sale of
Dead Trees, 169.
Mr. Searle's Fellmongcry, 3889.
Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill, ] 717,1870.
Queenscliff Lanel Resumption Bill, 2097 ~
2169,2538.
Rabbits in Gippsland, 1067.
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Mr. D. J. (continued)State Forests - Management, 2804, 3105,
3667; Creswick, 2920; Appointment of
Conservator, 3520; Thinning, 3524.
St. John's 'Wort, 2749.
Survey and Construction of Roads Bill, 1767,
2750.
Unused Roads Licensing Bill, 954. 958, 2388,
2389, 2390, 2391, 2392, 2393, 2394, 2402,
2103,2404.
Vermin Destruction-Liability of Pastoral
Licensees, 164; Supply of Poison, 1157;
Minimum Fines, 1157; Rabbit Extermination in Mansfield Shire, 142l ; Prosecutions,
1716; Gene-ral Expenses, 3509.
Yermin Destruction .Bill, 273, 1377, 1721,
1724, 1725, 1733, 1734,1743, 1744,3928.
Warrnambool Land bill, 23l2, 2639, 2642,
2806, 2812, 2815.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, :J74, 452, 46l,
463,464, 465, 466, 496, 1847, 1848.

DUGGAN,

J. H. (Borung)
Closed Roads Leasing Bill, 2400.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3345.

DYER, Mr.

~ducation

Act-Question by Mr. :M:urray re
amendments of Act, 639.
Education Act Amendment Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Gurr, and read first time, 2n;
second reading moved by.Mr. Gun', 2300,
debated, 2501; Bill read second time,
2514; considered in committee, 2676;
2750; third reading moved by MI'. GmT,
:3062; debated, 3062; agreed to, 3073;
amendments after third reading, 3073-4;
returned from Legislative Council with
amendments, 3707; amendments agreed
with, 3929; amendment recommended by
the Governor agreed to, 3956.
Education Department. (See P.ublic Instruc-

tion.)
Eight Hours Rill-Brought in by Mr. Bromley,
and read first time, 606.
Elections and Qualifications CommitteeSpeaker's warrant laid on the table, 17.
Electoral Registrars-Question by Mr. Smith
re allowances to electoral registrars, 1528 ;
subject of lliscussion in Committee of Snpply, 3451, 345:3, 3455.
.
Electors, N"on-residential- Question by Dr.
Maloney 1-e voting by non-residential electors in Melbourne East electorate, 370.
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amendment liill-Brought in by Mr. Robinson,
and read first time, 246; second reading
moved by Mr. Robinson, 3941; Bill read
second time, 3941 ; considered in committee,
3941 ; third reading, 3944.
Employers and Employes Act Amendment Bill
-Brought in by Mr. Prendergast, and read
first time, 246 ; order of the day for second
reading discharged, 433.
Employers and Employes Act (Part III.) Further Continuation Bill-Brought in by :Mr.
Peacock, and read first time, 2676; second
rea.ding moved by Mr. Trenwith, 3320;
debated, 3321; agreed to, 3321 ; Bill read
second time, and pa.ssed through remaining
stages, 3321.
Empress Dowager of Germany, Death ofMotion by Mr. Peacock for adoption of
address to His Majesty the King, expressing sympathy with His Majesty on the
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Empress Dowager of Germany, Death of (con-

tinuecl)death of the Empress Dowager of Germany,.
607; seconded by Mr. Irvine, 608; agreed
to, 608; motion by Mr. Peacock for adop- .
tion of address to the Lieutenant· Governor,
requesting transmission of foregoing address.
to Secretary of State for the ColOllies,
agreed to, 608; message from the Lieutenant-Governor transmitting copy of despatch from Secretary of State for the
Colonies, acknowledging receipt of address,
734.
Estimates-Supplementary Estimates of Expcmditure for 1900-1901 brought down, 205;
Estimates of Expenditure for first month of
1901-2 brought down, 466; Supplementary
Estimates of Expenditure for 1900-1, and
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for
1901-2 brought down, 999.
Eurack Estate-Copy of provisional contract
for purchase of Eurack Estate for close
settlement laid on the table, 1130; motion
by Mr. Duggan (in committee) affirming
that it is expedient to acquire, for the purposes of closer settlement, the Eurack
Estate, 1158; debated, 116a, 1204, 1249 ;
agreed to, and reported to the House and
adopted, 1284.
Eurack Estate Purchase Bill-Lieutenant·Governor's message brought down and resolution for appropriation adopted, 1281 ; Bill
brought in by Mr. Duggan, and read first
time, 1281; second reading moved by Mr.
Duggan, and agreed to, 1281; Bill considered in committee, 1281 ; third reading,
1282.
Exported Prodncts Act ]898 Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Morrissey, and read first
time, 273; second reading moved by Mr.
Morrissey, 436; debated, 930, 1068, 1130,
1165; Bill read second time, 1] 88; considered in committee, 1188, 1307, 1:~46;
third reading, 1367; amendments after
third reading, 1367.
Factories an~l Shops Acts-Question by Mr.
Prendergast re comments by magistrates
on policy of the law. 370; statement by
Mr. Bent. re effect o~ Acts, 681; question
by Mr. McArthur, 722; question by Mr J.
'V. Billson re bringing additional trades
under Acts, 721 ;'statement by Mr. Peacock
re extension of Acts, 722 ; question by Mr.
Mackinnon 1-e names and occupations of
chairmen of v.;ages 10ards, 1062; by 1Tr.
vV. H. Williams re determinations of wages
boards, 1246, 1525; by .Mr. Prendergast re
recommendations of Printers' vVages Board,
1421; statement by Mr. Prendergast
re appointment of wages boards, 1465 ;
subject discussed, 1466; statement by Mr.
Peacock, 1467 ; statement by Mr. Pren<lergast, 2882; question by Mr. Prendergast,
2920; motion by Mr. Peacock for appointment of wages board for aerated water,
cordial, and non-intoxicating beer manufacturers, 1866; discussed, 1867; agreed
to, 1867; question by Mr. Peacock for
appointment of wages board for hrushmakers, agreed to, 1867 -8; statement bv
Mr. Peacock re appointment of wages board
for brewers and maltsters, 2300; motion by
Mr. Peacock for appointment of special
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Factories and Shops Acts (contin1led)board for brewers and bottlers of fermented
liquors, agreed to, 2404; motion by Mr.
Peacock for appointment of special board
for maltsters, 2404; debated, 2405 ; agreed
to, 2405; motion by Mr. Peacock for appointment of special board for manufacturers of bamboo Ot" wicker goods, 2405;
.debated, 2406; agreed to, 2412; question
.by Mr. Prendergast re determination of
·coachmakers board, 2415; motion by Mr.
Peacock for appointment of special board
for makers of hone dust or other artificial
manure, 3254; debated, 3254; agreed to,
.3257; motion by Mr. Peacock for appointment of special board for makers of portmanteaux, leather bags, leather trunks,
&c , 3257 ; debated, 2258; agreed to, il:258 ;
motion by Mr. Peacock for appointment of
special board for makers of metal bedste~tds
or fenders, agreed to, 3258; motion by Mr.
Peacock for appointment of special boaed
for iron moulders, agreed to, 3259 ; motion
by Mr. Peacock for appointment of special
board for makers of ovens, stoves, and
ranges, agreed to, 3259; motion by Mr.
Peacock for appointment of special boa.rd
for brassfounders and brassfinishers, 3259 ;
,debated, 3261 ; agreed to, 3263; question
by Mr. Methven re appointment of special
hoard for millers, 3580; motion by Mr.
Peacock for appointment of special board
for those employed in the manufacture or
making of carriages, carts, or other vehicles
(other than perambulators 1, or' any part or
parts thereof, 3752; debated, 3752; agreed
to, 3752.
Factories and Shops Acts Commission-Motion
hy Mr. Tl'enwith authorizing expenditure
by commission of a further sum of £250,
1907 ; discussed, 1907; agreed to, 1908.
"Factories and Shops Acts Fmther Amendment
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Peacock, and read
a first time, 300; order of day for second
reading discharged, 1498.
Factory Girls-Questions by Mr. E. D. Williams
re reflections on t,he character of factory
girls, ] 36, 170.
Farm Labourers - Question by Mr. Gail' Te
divcrsion of farin labour at harvest time,
2367; by Sir John McIntyre, 2804; by Mr.
Prendergast, 3034.
Federal and Victorian Pa.rliaments Representation Bill- Mess~ge from the Lieutenant-Governor announcing proclamation
of the Bill, 18.
Federal Convention Elections-Motion by Mr.
Robinson for a return re cost of holding
federal convention elections and of taking
referendums, agreed to, 245; presented,
300.
Federal fTansard-Qnestion by Mr. Vale re
supply of copies of Federal Hansard, 136;
statement by the Speaker, 136; question
by Mr. Tucker, 299; further statement
by the Speaker, 495.
Federa,l Parliament House. (See Pm'Ziament
House, Spring-street.)
Fees for Affidavits-Statement by Mr. Vale in
Committee of Supply 1'e system of allowing
public officers to take fees for affidavits,
3494; suhject discussed, 3494.

Mr. EDWARD (JI;lelbourne)
Libel on the King, UO, U2, U3, 123.
(Expelled by resolution of the House, 134.)

FINDLEY,

FINK,

Mr.

THEODORE

(Jolimont and West Rich-

mond)

Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 3795.
Budget, 1439.
Case of Joseph Hall, 872.
Commonwealth Bills-Questions in State
Parliament. 269.
Constitution Convention Bill, 831.
" Cup" Day adjournment, 2412.
Education Act; Amendment Bill, 2309, 2501,
2677, 2683, 2688, 2692, 2706, 2711, 2752,
2753, 2764, 2788.
Gippsland East Education Endowment Reserves Revocation Bill, 247.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3108.
Hours of Meeting,.2674.
Irregular Discussion, 2066.
Justices Act. Amendment Bill, 276, 351.
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Bill, 248.
Libel on the Kin!!. 111.
Library Committee, 233.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 386.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
Expenditure Validation Bill, 307.
Municipal Unification, 1929.
Old-age Pensions Appeals, 1945.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2133, 2135, 2141,2142,
2224,2254
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 3748.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2075, 2081.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees, 3433.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 361, 391, 403.
State Parliament House-Accommodation of
Members, 2674.
State School Teachers Bill, 2522, 2905, 2907,
2908.
State Parliament J..4ibrary, 3448, 3450.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1825, 1975,
1976, 2321.
Fire Appliances-Question by Mr. Smith 1'e
fire appliances for high buildings, 1061.
Fire Prevention Inquiry Board-Question by
Mr. Prendergast re report of Board, 1067.
Fires on Railway Reserves (See Railway
Department).
Fish-Question by Mr. Bowser re sale of Murray
cod during close season, 295; statement
by Mr. Taverner, 296.
Fi8heT v. The Queen-Question by Mr. Bent,
1592.
Fitzroy, Representation of-Resignation of Mr.
Best announced, 16; issue of writ for election of member in place of Mr. Best
announced, 17; election of Mr. P. J.
O'Connor announced, 17; Mr. O'Connor
in trod uced and sworn, 17.
Floods-Question by Mr. Nichols re advances
to selectors who had suffered by floodS',
3523.
Footscray, Representation of -Resignation of
Mr. Mauger announced, 16 ; issue of writ
for election of member in place of Mr.
Ma uger announced, 17; election of Mr.
Jacob Fotheringham announced, 17; Mr.
Fotheringham introduced and sworn, 17.
Forests. (See State Forests).
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Mr. C. L. (PolwCtrth)
Eurack Estate, 1252.
Forrest to Barramunga Railway Extension,
293.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1725, 1738.

FORREST,

Mr. HENRY (Gippsland Ea8t)
Budget, 1608.
Dargo River Mining Track, 3103, 3245.
Debating Questions t.o Ministers, :~238.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 268S, 2761,
2774.
Eurack Estate, 1261.
'Gippsland East Education Endowment Re·
serves Revocation Bill, 247, 248.
'Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 2639, 3105, 3110,
3116, 3120,3121, 3157, 3162.
Inspectors of Public Works, 1593.
Library Committee, 230.
Mining Track to Stirling, 1905.
Mining Development Acts-Votes, 3241.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1770.
Mossiface to Omeo Road, 2849, 2858.
Mr. Murray, M.L.A., 244.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebra.tions
Expenditure Bm, 1284.
Narrow-gauge Railways, 2568.
Proclamation of Vaccination Distriets, 2927.
Prosecutions under the Vaccination Act,
1064.
Rabbits in Gippsland, 1066.
Reflections on Mining Investors, 244.
Registration of Brands Bill, 169, 1424, 2802.
,Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 361.
,Savings Banks Commissioners-Advances to
Coffee Palaces, 374.
,State Parliament House-Accommodation of
Members. 2673.
,State School Teachers Bill, 2904, 2908.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2323, 2888.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2389.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1718, 1720, 1723,
17H4, 1744'Yater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3330.
Whitfield t') :Mahaikah Railway, 2568.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1125.

FOSTER,

'l\fr. JACOB (Ji"ootscray).-Intro.
duced and sworn, 17.
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3912.
Alexandra Perk Bill, 8847.
Close of the Session, 3950.
Constitution Convention Bill, 524,2585,2861.
'Contemplated Resignation, 3950.
Education Act Amendment Bill. 271;,).
Explosiyes Reserye at Truganina, ] 766.
,Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 3704.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment'Bill,
1753, 1925.2536,2602, 3l97, 3214, 3945.
Melbourne Tramway lfares, 2209.
,Old-age Pensions at Footscray, 1766, 1865.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2058,2188, 2294, 2362.
Pairs, 2294,2362.
Personal Explanations, 2294, 2362.
Railway Department-Reclassifica.tion, 2097;
Pay in Existing Lines Branch, 2297.
,state School Teachers Bill, 2898, 2903, 2905,
2910.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1980, 2331, 2891.
'Want of Confidence in Ministers, 3001.
"Varrnambool Land Bill, 2815.
SES. 1901.-c
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Free Libraries and Country Museums-Vote
discussell in Committee of Supply, 3462.
Furniture-Motion by Mr. 'Yarde that the purchase or use of furniture by the Government
should he prohibited "unless such furni·
ture bears a stamp that it has been manufactured by European labour only," 2846 ;
statement by the Speaker, 2847 ; by Mr.
Peacock, 2848; motion agreed to, 2849.
Mr. M. J. S. (Bow'ke Ea~t)
Constitution Convention Bill, 752.
Game Act Amendment Bill, 316. 3150.
Honse Estate l1nd FillancialAgents Licensing
Bill, 1234.
Justices Act Amendment Bill, 350, 355.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2174.
Personal Explanation, 2415.
Private Members' Business, 2170.
Public and Bank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill, 1231.
Railway Department-Collingwood Line,374;
Revenue of Preston Line, 2806; Compensation for Accidents, 2420; Engineering
Students, 25G2.
Speeches in Explanation of Questions, 2368,
2415,2926.
State Inebriate Institute, 323, 2468.
State School Teachers Bill, 2902, 2904, 3059,
3060.
Supply of Farm Labourers, 2367.

GAIR,

Game Act Amendment Bill-Brought in hy Mr.
Gair, and read first time, 316; second
l'eading moved by 'Mr. Gair, 3150; debated,
3151; negatived, 3156; question by Mr.
Levien, 3:l38.
Germany, Empress Dowager of. (See Empress
Dowager of Gennany.)
Mr. DUi\CAN (Toorak)
Audit Commissioners' Report, 2883.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 3426.
Commonwealth Parliament - Questions in
State Parliament, 268.
Constitution Convention Bill, 739,783.
Death of the Hon. J. A. 'Yallace, :\1. L.C.,
2085.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2514,
2685.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1366.
Libel on the King-Cablegr:am to Secretary
of State for the Colonies, 227.
Miners' Raihvay Tickets, 1:~05.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 1035.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill,4Mi.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2431, 2433,2477.
Police Department, 1342.
Private ~lembers' JJusiness, 2978, 3305, 3717,
37]S.
Puhlic Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3i72.
Reflections on the Prime Minister, 175.
Sports Bdting Suppres<;ion Rill, :~920.
State School Teachers Bill, 2.314. 3052, 3033.
Suggested Adjournment of the House, 2042.
Supplementary Estimates, 210.
Supply. 467.
Trade Coupons Aholition Bill, 1826,2318.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,

GrLLIES,

~640.

" Twilighters' " Claims, 1995.

(34)
Mr. DUNCAN (continuecl)Unemployed, 254.
Warrnn.mbool Ln,nd Rill, 2642.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3717.

GILLIES,

I~DEX.

GIJ~LOTT,

Sir SAMUEL (contimwZ)Savings :Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
3184.
Saving Banks Loaus-AllegedIllegal Charges,
1063.
Searching of Miners at Eagleha.wk, 1595,.
3489.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 33.34, 3920.
State School Teachem Bill, 3053.
Supreme Court-Appointment of a Taxing
Master, 41:13; Exemption from Jury Service,
3494; Fees for Affidavits, 3494.
Trade ('oupons Abolition Bill, l!)75. 1976,
1985, ]988, 2320, 2329, 2330, 2331, 2335,
2336, 2337, 2887, 2892. 2895, 2896.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 3708.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1379, 1725, 1739,
1744, 2631.
'Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2D54.

Sir
SAMUEL,
Attorney·General
(Melbourne East}.-Introcluced alId sworn
on re·election after accepting office, 17.
Alexandra Park Bill, 3845.
Case of Selina Blackmore, 1595.
Clerks of Courts, 635.
Uonsolidating Victorian Statutes, ] 67.
" Duke of York" Sha.res, 1065.
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amendment Bill, 3942, 3943.
Exhihition Trustees-Purchase of Furniture
and Refreshments, ] 72.
Exported Products Act ]898 Amendment
:Bill, 1365.
Eurack Estate Purchase fiill, ]281.
Gold :Buyers Licensing BilL :310.), :3107, 3108,
3109, 3121, 31~~, :H58, 3161.
Gippsland East Education Endowment Re-·
House Estate and FinancialAgenbs Licensing
serves Revocation Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Bill, 1237.
Foster, and read first time, 247.
Informations for Perjury, 236,.1:.
Gippsland North, ReprE'sentation of - ReInsolvency Bill, 1044.
l5ignation of Mr. McLean announced, 16;.
Justices Act Amendment Bill, 18, 275, 349,
iS8ue of writ for election of member in place
3iH,35.5 .
of Mr. )lcLeall announced, 17; election
of Mr. H. P. Keogh announcc(l, 108; Mr.
•Justices Law Further Amendment Bill, 3062.
Libel 011 the King, Ill.
Keogh introduced and sworn, 108.
J.Jicensed Victuallers' Trade Coupons, 176.3.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill-Brought in by ~fr.
Licensing Court':!~N on-attendance of .Judges
Burton, and read first time, 334; second
and Police Magistrates, 1862.
reading moved by Mr. Burton, 2632; debated,
IJieutenant-Governor's Speech, 204.
2637; Hill read second time, 2639 ; considered
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, ]870,
in committee, 3105; third reading, 3156;
1872, 1873, 25:~8, 2539, 3122, 3937.
amendments after third reading, 3156-63; reMarriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 273,
turned from Legislative Council with amend366,390,470,471,472,1498, 1499, 174~
ments, 3635; amendments dealt with, 3927 ;
:Meat Supervision Act lUOO Amendment Bill,
amendment recommended by the GO\Ternol'
3'209, 32l8.
agreed to, 3956.
~Ielbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Government Botanist-Statement by Mr. Levien
Expenditure Validation Bill, 274, 305, 306,
in Committee of Supply, 3454; hy Mr. Tren309
with,3454.
Melbourne f:ailors' Home Bill, 3129.
Government Contractors-Statement by Mr.
Melbourlle Tramways-Employes Overtime,
Wilkins 1'e payment of contractors, 134;
1297; Municipalities' Power to Purchase,
by Mr. Smith, 135 ; by Mr. Peacock, 135.
1715; Fares, 2195.
Government House-Question by Mr. Grose re
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendcost of improvements at Government House,
ment Bill (No.1), 42:3.
2926.
:\Ioorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further AmendGoyernment Printing-office-Motion by Mr.
ment Bill (No.2), !).32, 1035, 103G, 10,n,
Beazley for return showing number of com104-3,1044.
positors employed,agl'eeu to, 1717; presented,
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 3358.
1717; grievances of employes discussed in
:Ml.lnicipal Rating (Improvements on Land)
Committee of Supply, 34!)9.
Bill. 1805.
Government Roads Leasing Bill-Brought in
Municipal Unification, 193.3.
by Mr. O'Neill, and read first time, 246.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Governor of Victoria-Message from the LieuExpenditure Bill, 128G, 1287, 1293tenant-Governor, transmitting copies of
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2123,2179,2180,2182,
documents relative to the Governor and
Lieutenant-Governor of Victoria, 270.
2l83, 2184, 21S!1, 2224. 2233, 2234, 2267,
2453, 2454, 2456, 2471, 2484.
Governor, His Excellency the (Sir George
Parliament Library-Agreement with ComSydenham Clarke, K.C.M.G.)-Question
monwealth Government, 237, 3450; at
by Mr. Murray 1'e reception of His ExcelState House, 3450.
lency, 3156; motion by Mr. Peacock for
Patent-office Arrears, 2561, 3497.
adoption of address of loyalty and welcome
Pre-ma.ternity Provisions of the Marriage
to His Excellency, 3304; debated, 3305;
Act, 872.
agreed to, 3305; announcement by Mr.
Printers and Newspapers Act, 878.
Peacock re presentation of address, 3585;
announcement by the Speaker of presenPublic Serdce -- Deduction for Quarters,
870, 1~99; Case of Robert Fitzgerald, 1062;
tation of address, and His Excellency's
~alarjes of Junior Messengers, 3498.
reply, 3670.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Governor's Salary Further Reduction Act
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2071, 2074,
1900-Message from Lieutenant-Governor,.
a.nnouIlcing proclamation of the Act, 417.
2081, 2082,2083.

GILLOTT,

(35)

LEG I ST.A'I'IVE ASSE:\IBL Y.

Mr. GEORGE (...Yumurk"h awl Natha.
lia)
Auctionee"s'Licences-Reciprocity with New
Houth Wales, '292.
Henalla. Arbitmtion Court, 2294.
Carriage of Grain by the Rail way Department,

(;RAJIAC'tf,

:~502.

Diseased Stock, 2094.
Eurack Estate, 121;J.
]~xported Products Act 1898 Amcndment
Bill, 1075.
Licensing Act-Payments to Municipalities,
371, 416, 130l.
Mr. T. Prout Webb's Positions, 3499.
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 55l.
Paspalum DilcLtatwn, 3490, ;~531.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3810,
3819.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman
of Committees, 3436.
Vermin Destruction-.Liability of Pastoral
Licensees, 164 .
. 'Villes .Adulteration Act, Ul7.
Grazing Areas Leasing Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Duggan, and reall first time, 334;
second reading moved by Mr. Duggan,
384; Bill read second tim<;l and passed
through remaining stages, 385.
Mr. 'V. n. (Oreswicl.:)
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3909.
Admnces to Local Bodies, 2497.
Alexandra Park Bill. 3843, 3849, 3888.
Bendigo Land !::lale Bill, 2:313.
Budget, W!l2.
Bush Fires and Rail way Engine Sparks,
3249.
Chief Commissioner of Police, 3464.
Coal Mines Bill, 188,).
Constitution COlweution Bill, 2868.
Cost of Commonwealth Celehrations, Government Honse Impro\-ements, and State
Parliament Buildings, 2926.
Cool Storage Arrangements, 39.55.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2781.
I<~mployment of Heturned Soldiers, 3G68.
Geological Surveys. 2096.
:yosses Caused by Storms, 2805.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1788, 1843, 184-1-, 1845, 1846, 1870, 1890.
M,'.· T. Prout Webb's positions, 3495.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 3358.
Old-age Pensions, 245, 1811.
Old-age Pensions Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
3751.
Old-age Pensions I~ill, 2104-, 2115, 2260.
Opening of Public Library, Museums, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 1637.
Puhlic Libraries and Museums in Country
Districts, 3·JG2.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3759.
Public Service Board, 3104.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3814.
Railway Department-Passes to R,ifiemen,
2096; Sunday 'York. 20!:J6; Eye-sight Tests,
2880; Handling Grain, 3891.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3826.
Railway Loan Bill, 3356.
Renewal of Licences under the Land Act,
1203.
State Forests, :280!, 3667 ; Creswick, 2920.
State Inebriate Institute, 1904, 2468, 3487.
State School Repairs, 3·.191.

GnOSE,

C2

GROSE,

Mr. 'V. 13.

(('onfi111U'(l)-

State School Teachel s Bill, 2900.
Testing Batteries for Mining Di;;tricts, 1296.
Unemployed-Registration in Country Districts, 294; at Labour Bureau, 553.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill. 2391, 2399.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Bill, 3317.·
Gnnhower, Representation of-Resignat.ion of
Mr. McColl aunounced. 16; issue of writ
for election of mcmber in place of Mr.
:l\IcColl announced, 17; election of Mr.
John Cullen announced, 108; Mr. Cullen
introduced and sworn, 108.
Gum:" Mr. WII.,LIA~I, Minister of Public In-

structif. n (Geelonf/)
Advances under the Mining Development
Acts, 1248.
Education Act-Amendments, 639; Cost of
Proposed New Scheme, 2672.
Ed llcatioll Act Amendment Bill, 273, 2300,
2514, 2676, 2679, 2681, 2684, 2704, 2710,
2716, 2717, 2718, 2750, 2755, 2i57, 2758,
2764, 2766, 2771, 2774, 2775, 2776, 2i77,
2779, 2783, '2788, :W62, 3070, 3073, 3074,
3928.
Medals for State School Children, 297.
Melbourne University, 1525.
Moorpanyal Laud .Act 1897 Further Amcndment Bill (No.2), lO:n. 1O.t.2.
Public Instrllction- !::ltate t chool Teachers
and Pupil Teachers, ~9:~; Tea:::hcrs' Pensions, 412, 2803; M~tnual Training a,nd
Cookery Classfs in Country Schools, 1H57 ;
Teachers of Manual Training, 1524; New
School at Appin, 3493; Tools for Manual
Tmining, 38&>.
Public Works Department-Delay in Work
for Edncation Department 764; Repairs to
State School Buildings, 1298, 3492
State School Teachers Bill, 1158, 2097,2300,
2514, 2897, 2898, 2899, 2900, 2903, 2904,
2906, 2907, 2908, 2909, 2910, 2911, 2913,
2914, 2915, 29:20, 30:35~ 3039, 3051, 3052,
305:-1, 3054, 3059, 3060, 3061, 3123, 3125,
3930.
State Servalltr:s in Private Employment, 3668.
Hackney Carriages Act Amendment Bill.Brought in by Mr. Bromley, and read first
time, 246.
1\11'. VVnLIAl\1 (Bel1C1lla and YarmwOllua).-Intruduced anl1 sworn, 73.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendm€l1t
Bill, 1068.
Lientenant-Governor's Speech, 193.
·Want of Confidence in Ministers, 3007.

HALL,

Mr. A.LBERT (Gipp.,land Centml)
Australian !::lquaclron-Visits to Port Phillip,
875.
British Army Food Contracts, 495.
Butter Exports, 3243, 3886.
Director of Agriculture, 495, 3.134.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2772, 2774.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3159.
Lands Department-Survey Cha.rges, 1062;
Classification in Gippsland, 1064; Surrender of Selecterl Lands, 1157; Upper
Neerim Crown Lands, 1714; Fumina
Crown Lands, 3667.
Leather, 3534.

HARRIS,
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Mr. ALEERT (continued)Mines Department-Cohen's Line of Lode,
'Valhalla, 2925; Prospecting Vote, 3240;
Aid for Mineral Discoveries, 3887.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,

HARRIS,

Health Public, Department of-Question by
Mr. Prendergast 1'e analysis of foods and
drinks, 1:?95; by .Mr. Bennett, re proposa.l
to stop the lease of Mr. Searle, fellmonger,
388~).

1845, lR46.
Mossiface to Omeo Road, 2856.
Mr. Morrison, P.M., 1714.
Municipal Subsiuy, 493, 578, 579, Il03,

3670.
Narrow-gauge Railway Lines, 2573.
Neerim R.:'tilway Extension, 1765.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2264, 2265, 2266,
2267.
Paspalum Dilatatum, 3252.
Railway Lands Acquisition Act, 876.
Savings Ba,nks Loans - Alleged Illegal
Charges, 1063.
South Channel, 1528.
State Co-operation in Exporting, 3581.
:-)tate School Teachers' Pension Rights, 2805.
Steamer Freight Charges for Frozen Produce,
495.
Victorian Agricultural Products in England,
099 6 ')9'>7
'V~t;r' S~l;piy Loans Application Rill, 3350.
'Vhitlield to Mahaikah Railway, 2573.
Mr. JOSEPH (South Ya1'ra)
Budget, 16S6.
Rush Fires and Railway Engine Sparks,
3251.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 3407.
Chief Secretary's Estimates. 3461.
Constitution Convention Bill, 695, 2874.
Death of Mr. Stanghton, M. P., 1143.
Eurack Estate, 1220.
Experimental Cultivation, !-l{)32.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1138.
Government Botanist, 3452.
Maffra Beet Sugar Factory, 3536.
Melbourne ~ailors' Home .Bill, 2649.
Melbourne Tramway Fares, 2205.
Minimum 'V age for Government Employes,
2844.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2120, 2137, 2181,
2442.
Pa8palum Di/atatum, 3251.
Police Department, 1327.
State Forests-Thumiilg, 352t; Conservator,
3519.
State Inebriate Institute, 3:H.
State School Teachers Bill, 2916.
Tobacco Industry, 3539.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3140,3640.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1830, 1975,
1980, 2:324, 2891.
'Veeds, 35a3.
'Vild Dogs Destruction Bill, 460.
VV-omen's Suffrage Bill, 2671.

HARRIS,

Hawkers' Licences-Question by Mr. Kerr re
issue of ha.wkers' licences to Asiatics, 1713.
Hawthorn Loan Bill-Brought in by Mr. Barbour and read first time, i99; motion by
Mr. Barbour that the Bill be treated as a
public Bill, agreed to, 1449; second reading moved by Mr. Barbour, 1449; Bill read
second time anu passed through remaining
stages, 1500; returned from Legislative
Council with an amendment, 1868; amendnlCnt agreed with, 1868.

Mr. D. V. (Carlton South)
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3908.
Alexandra Park Bill, 3843.
Budget, 1559.
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amendment Bill, :394:3.
Factories and Shops Act-Special Boards,
32tH.
Federation Votcrs' Certificates, 636.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 201.
Marriage Act Further AmeuciInent Bill, 390.
M elbolll'l1e and lVJetropolitan Board of 'Yorks
-Employes' Political Rights, 877.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of "'orks
Expenditure Validation Bill, 307.
Mineral Development, :316.
Municipal Unification, 1933.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill,450.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1287,1288.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2008, 2474.
Police Protection in the Metropolitan Area,

HE:SNESSY,

881.

Public Service -Fortnightly Payment of
Salaries and \Vages, 1096; RechLssification,
]];'8.

Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 972,
:liSO, 3940.
Pu blic "orks Loan Application Bill, 3815.
Railway Department-Examination of Candi·
dates, :344: Carriage of Wheat on N orthEastern and Goulburn Valley Lines, 416;
Passes for Unemployed, 563 ; Grain Traffic,
3610.
Railway Management, 3610.
Railwa.ys Standing Committee, 3447.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
399, 411, 3183, 3187.
E'prin~ Vale Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill, 3914.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1987.
Tramways Act l'.;xtension (St. Kilda) Bill,
3141,3841.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 3709.
\Yant of Confidence in Ministers, 2955.
'Varrnambool Land. Bill, 2812.
Mr. G. F. (Warrenheip)
Rolwarrah Water Reserve, 371.
Compensa.tion to Land-owners at Bolwarrah,
2562.
Exported Products Act 1898 AmendmE'nt
Bill, 1137, 1189, 131i.
Losses Cansed by Storms, 2749.
Mining Development Acts, 636.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1789.
Railway Department-'Veighing Produce at
'Villiamstown, 243; Week-End Excursion
Fares, 2096; Station-masters as Postmasters, 2460.
Reclassification of Shires, ~71, 492.
Reclassification of Shires Bill, 633.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2403.

HOLDES,

Holiday&-Question by Mr. Crlttven re Christmas
and New Year Holidays, 3667.

LEGISLATIVE

House, Estate, and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill-Brought in by Mr. O'Neill, and read
first time, 246; second reading moved by
Mr. O'Neill, 1232; debated, 12:33; negatived,
1244.
Income Tax- Bill-~Iotion by l\fr. Peacock (in
Committee of Ways arid Means) fixing rates
of income ta.x for the year ending 31st
December, agreed to, 342!)-30; Bill brought
in by Mr. Peacock, a.nd passed through all
stages, 3430.
Income Tax Officers-Salaries of officers discussed in Committee of Nl.lpply, 3499.
Independent Order of Foresters-Question by
Mr. Argyle 1'e life assurance business transacted by the Independent Order of
Foresters, 1295.
Inebriates, Tre:1tment of-Statement by )11'.
Murray re treatment of inebriates, 245;
motion by Mr. Murray, affirming that
habitual drnnkennpss should be regarded
as a disease, and that a State Inebriate
Institute should be established, 316; discussed, 323; a,greed to, 331 ; question by
Mr. Grose 1'e intentions of Go,'erllluent,
1904; statement by :Mr. 1Iurra,y, 1904;
question by nIl'. Murray, 2461; subject
discussed on motion by .M r. Murray for
adjournment of the House, 2462; question
by Mr. Grose ?'e establishment of State
Inebriate Retreat, 3487 ; subject discussed,
3488.
Insolvency Bill-Received from Legislative
Council and read first time, lO44.
1fr. 'V, H. (Lownn)
Accession of King Edward VII., IH.
Assassination of President of the United
States, 1391.
Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 2iH3.
Budget, 435, 1035, 1425.
Bush :Fires and Railway Engine Sp:1rks,
3247.
Business-Order of, 26. 915, 1044, 1849, 1850;
Private Members', 2977, 3707.
Case of Joseph Halt, 874.
Chief Secreta,I'Y's Estimates, 3437.
Coal Mines Bill, 42!).
Commonwealth Bills-Questions in State
Parliament, 268.
Constitution COllvention Bill, 275, 384, 656,
760.841,842,2577,2588.
Death of Mr. An(lel'son, 78.
Death of Queen Victoria, 18.
Death of the Empress Dowager of Germany,
608.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897
Amendment Bill, 1:373.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2514, 2693,
2699, 2767, 2773, 2774,2776,2777.
Eurack Estate. 1163, 1205.
Exported Prodllcts Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 119-:1-, 119S.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
3254.
Factories a,nd Shops Acts Commission, 1907.
Gippsland East Education Endowment
Reserves Revocation Hill, 247, 248 .
•Justices Act Amendment Bill, 275.
Libel on the King, 111, 121, 122, 177;
Cablegram to Secretary of State for the
Colonies, 177, 255, 226, 227, 270, 27J,
272, 273; Correspondence, 270, 271.
Library Committee, 229, 234.

IRVINE,

ASSE~IBLY.
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:NIl'. 'V. H. (continued)Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 33,204.
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, :311.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 386.
Management of the Railway Department,
7U7.
Meat Supervision Act 1890 Amendment Bill,
3199, 3212, 3218.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1787, 1843, 1844, 1845, 1846, 1847.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (N.). 2).953, 10:38.
Municipal Rating (Improvements on Land)
Bill, 1809.
Mr. Trenwith, 666.
Obedience to Hpeaker's Rulings, 669.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 1717, 19:W, 2131,223],
223~, 2233,2262, 22(:i4, 2266, 2471, 2478.
Old-age Pensions lj'urther Provision Bill
(No.2), 1368.
Private Members' Business and "Tant of
Confidence in Ministers, 2977.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bills, 971.
Reduction of Estimates of Expenditure, 3439,
M40,3441.
Reform of the State Parliament, 1941.
Registration of Births Deaths awl Marriages
1\ ct Furt.her Amendment Bill, 2071.
Restoration of Lapsed Bills, 248.
Salary of the Clerk of the Assembly, 3440,
:3441.
Sewings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 410.
81anders on Factory Girls, 170.
:State School Teachers Bill, 2:)14" 2534.
Statuary at the Exhihition Building, 2608.
Supplementary Estimates. 208.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1821, 2315,
2326, 232U, 2335, 2336, 2895.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
Bill,3145.
Unemployetl, 248.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 960,2392, 2394,
2398,2403.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1379, 1717, 1721.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2928, 2980.
,- \Vhitfiel<l to l\Iahaika11 RaiI,,'ay, 2574, 3270.
W omell's Suffrage Bill, 3714, ::l717.
IRVDTF.,

1fr. J. A. (Oven8)
Constitution Convention Bill, 907.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1354, 1355, 1357.
Gold Buyers Licensing Rill, :H6Z.
House Estate and Financial Agents Licensing Bill, 1240.
Justices Act Amendment Bill, 3 U>.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
178(;, 1846.
Mossiface to Omeo Road, 28:jf.
Old-age Pellsions, 1716.
Railway Candidates' Examina.tions, 343.
Sports Betting Suppression Rill, 392::1.
State School Teachers Bill. 39:35.
Track Cutting at Dn.rgo, a24;).
Vermin Destruction Hill, 1725, 1732.

ISAACS,

Juries - Question by Mr. Prendergast re
exemption of .1 ustices of the Peace from
serving on juries, :3494Justice, Administration of- Statement by Mr.
Bowser re expense of bringing a criminal
back from New South Wales, 136; by Mr.

(3~)

INDEX.

Justice-Administration of (continued)A. A. Billson re case of Selina Blackmore,
]594; by Mr. H R. 'Villiams 1'e seat'ching
miners for stolen gold, 1595; by Mr.
Keast re attendance of police magistrate at
Ferntree Gully Police Court, 1906; quest-ion
by :11r. 'Vilkins re imprisonment of an aged
woman at Ballarat, 2037 ; by Mr. Boyd re
informations f01" perjury, 2:364; by Mr.
Toutcher re closing of Court-house at
Moyston, 2416; by Mr. H. R Williams 1'e
Clarence Reef miners' searching case, 3489.
Justices Act Amendmellt Bill-Brought in by
Sir Samuel Gillott, and read first time, 18 ;
second rea(ting moved by Sir Samuel
Gillott, 275; debated, 275-7; agreed to,
277; Bill considered in cOD.lInittee, 315,
:148; third reading, ;~55
Justices Law Further Amendment BillRecei\'ed from Legislative Council, andrea-d
first time, 3062; Bill discharged from
paper, :i8;'il.
Justices of the Ptlace-Statement by Mr.
O'N eill in Committee of ~uppl.v ?'e providing honorary justices with a distincti\'e
badge, 3497. (~ee Ju,·ies.)

,V. S. (Dandenong and Berwick)
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, :3911.
Appointment of :'.1:1'. Morrison, P.M., M!
Under-Secretary, 1202.
Budget, 14!)4
Clerks of C:mrts, 6:~4.
'Eurack Estate, 1269.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
3255.
Ferntree Gully Police Court. 1906.
Lieutenaut-Goveruor's ~peech, 5S.
Local Government Acts FUl'ther Amendment
Bill, 4:33.
MalIee Tanks Act, 1895 Further Amendment
Bill,3U.
~Ieat~upel'visi()nAct-Destruction of Calves,
H71.
Old·age Pensions Bill, 2474.
Police Holidays and Overtime Pay, 29.3.
Ra,ilway Department -- Line Repairers, 29.) ;'
Dischal'ge of Employes at Newport vYorkshops, :29G; Gembrook Hailway Rates,
1290.
Trade Conpon;; Abolition Bill, 1831.

KEAST,' Mr.

Mr. H. P. (Gipp.~lal1d N01'tlt).-Introduced aml sworn, 108.
.\cting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3910.
Ad vances to Local Bodies, 2498.
Budget, 14fJO.
Bush Fires awl RiLil way Engine Spark!!!, 3250.
Constitution Convention Hill, 584.
Bducation Act Amendment Bill, ;{069.
Blectric Light and Powel' Act 1900 Amendment Bill, ;j94-:t
Eurack Estate, 1211.
Experimental Cultivation, 35:n.
Exported Products Acts 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1:~62.
Factories and Shops Acts -Specia.l Boards,
2408.
Further Austmlin,n Contingent for South
Africa, 3699.
Hayfield Fire Cases, 373.
Leather, 35:~5.
::\Ieat Freezing Accommodation, 3581.

KEOGII,

r.

Mr. H.
(contilluc.l) -Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Hill,

KEOGII,

::3203.

Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1788.
1\fossiface to Omeo Road, ~S52.
Mllllicipa.lities Ad\'anccs Act Amendment
Bill, 452.
Municipalities Oommonwealth Celebrations
Expendit ure Bill, 1286.
Old age Pensiolls Bill, 2110, 2120, 2383.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill
(No.2), l:-s71.
Overtime in Lands Department, 404.
Payment of Public ~ervants, 1102.
Police Department, 1:336.
Public and Bank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill, 12.n.
Railway Management, :3605.
Reclassification of Hhires Bill, 2927, :124::!.
Registration of Births De~ths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2078.
Savings Banks Acts l'ul'ther Amendment
Bill, :';99.
Sports Betting f:uppression Bill, :'918.
St,ate School Teachers Bill 2901, 3936.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 960, 2J88, 2394.
Vermin Destruction Bill. 1n1.
'\Vant of Confidence in Ministers, 2989.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3:149.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 460, 464, 1848,
1849.
Women's Suffrage Bill, :?664.
Mr. DAVID (01'flnl'ille)
Advances under the Mining Development
Act, 1158.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2681, 2710,
2713.
Issue of Hawkers' Licences to Asiatics, 171:~.
l\1iners' Railway Tickets, 1301, 1865.
:Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
]84l.
Old-age Pensions-Deaths of Pensioners, 877.
Old-age Pen~ions Bill, 218G.
Ra.ilways Constructerl and Compensation Paid
for Land sinee ISH3, 1 I Of).
Railway O£iicers' and Emplo)'l-s' Increments,

KERR,

:3(;32.
State School Teachers Bill, 2914.
Trade ( :oupons Abolition Bill, 1826.
Unnsed Roads'Leasing Hill, 2;)90, 2400.
King E(lward YII., His Majesty-Adoption of
address to King Edward VII., congl'atulating His Majesty on his accession to
the Throne. 17, 18; acknowledgment of
address, 270 ; statement hy Mr. Pea.cock 1'e a seclitiol!s libel on the King-,
puhlished by the 'Tocsin newspaper,
prillted and published hy MI'. E. Findley,
M.L.A., 108; hy Mr. Findley, 110;
motion by Mr. Peacock that the honorable rilember was guilty of disloyalty to
His Majesty, and had •. committed an
act discredita.ble to the honour of Parliament," and that he, therefore, be expelled the House, Ill; discus'led by Mr.
Irvine, III ; Mr. Bent, 112; MI'. Murray,
112; amendment moved by :Mr. Warde that
all the words after" be " be omitted, with
a view of substituting the words "sus'
pen(led from the service of the House for
the remainder of the session,' 114

LEG ISl,ATIVE

King Edward VII., His Majesty (contimted)seconded by Mr. Bromley, 114; discussed
by Dr. Maloney, 114 ; Mr. Duffy, 117;
Mr. McKenzie, 118; Mr. Ewen Cameron
(Portland I, 119; Mr. Trenwith, 120; Mr.
Smith, 121; Mr. Irvine, 121 ; Mr. Peacock,
122; Mr. Bent, 122; explanation by Mr.
Findley, 123; statement by Mr. Peacock,
124; discllssion continued by Mr. Prendergast, 124:; Mr. J. 'V. mIlson, l'l6; Mr.
Murray, 127; Mr. Tucker, 1:30; Mr.
McLeod, 131 ; Mr. Sangster, 132; Mr. Smith,
132; Lt. -Col. Reay, 1;33; amendment negatived by 64: votes to 17, 1:34; Mr. Peacock's motion agreed to, 134 ; questions
by Mr. Irvine 1'e cablegram to Secretary
of State for the Colonies. 177, 225;
statement by Mr. Bromley, 226: by Mr.
Peacock, 226; by Mr. Gillies, 2'27 ;
question by Mr. Bromley re statement of
Premier to the pt'ess in connexion with expulsion of Mr. Findley, and also statement
by Mr. :F. W. Holst, 243; by Mr. Bent re
punishment of writer of the article com])lained of, 245; correspondence with
::;ecl'etary of State for the Colonies re the
:J'ocsin case laid on the table, 270; statement by Mr. Irvine, 27] ; by Mr. Peacock,
272; questions by .Mr. Ewen Cameron
(Portland) re prosecution of persous responsible for publicatioll of the libel in the
:J'oc8in newspaper, 2H8 ; statement by Mr.
Ewen Cameron (Portland), 3:34; by )ill'.
Mackinnon, 335; by Dr. Maloney, :3:37;
question by Mr. Staughton, 554; statement by Mr. Murray 1'e alleged libel in
The Age newspaper, 554; by Mr. Brown1'e
the King's coronation, 30:57. (See Allegiance,
Oath of.)
Mr. J. W. (Ballamt West)
Browu Coal Industry in Europe, 494.
Budget, 1544.
Case of Walter Reyno~ds, 341';', 3187.
Case of John Madden, 549.
Constitution Convention Bill, 902.
J!jight HOlll's System in the Railway Department, 434, 43:5, 799,3674, 3677.
Old-age Pensions Rill, 1996, 2010, 21:34, 2213,
2218, 2237, 2238, 2243, 2252, 2259, 2368,
2373,2421.
Opening of Public Library, Museum, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 1634.
Parliamentary and Hansard Staffs, ~500.
Personal Explanatio~s, 2040, 3487.
Police Department, 1329.
Railway Department-Signalmen and Shunters,342; Examination of Candida,tes, 771 ;
Commonwealth Festivities, Overtime Pay,
799 ; :Miners' Tickets, 1304 ; Increments,
3(;32.
Railway Management, 35S0.
Unemployed, 253; Railway Passes, 555,564,
MiG.
",Yant of Confidence in Ministers, 2948.

KlP.TOX,

Labour Bureau. (See Unemploye(l, The.)
Labour Colony.
(See Leongatha Labour

Colony.)
Lady Loch, R.S.-Statcmentby Mr. Ramsay in
Committee: of Supply re wages of ere", of
Government steamer Lady Loch, 3525.

ASSE~IBL Y.
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Land Laws Consolidation Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Duggan, and read first time, 273 ; Lieutenallt-GOyernor's message brought down
and resolution for an appropriation adopted,
1811-12; second reading moved by Mr,
Duggan, IS12; debated, 1813; nill read
second time, and passed through remaining
stages, ISH,; returned from Legislative
Council with amendments, 2312; amendments agreed with, 2312; amendments
recommended by Lieutenant-Go\'enwr's
messagc, agreed to, 2923.
Land Tax Act - Subject of land classification
under Land TwX Act discussed in Committee of Supply, 3507.
Landlord and Tenant Act Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Bailes, and read first
time, 2~6.
Lands Department-Question by Mr. McKenzie
1"e fees under the Land Act, 16H ; by Mr.
Vale 1'e sale of dead timber on Mount
Warrenheip, 169; by Mr. Langdon re
appeals against classification of mallee
lal\ds, 242, 1248; 1"e delays in transacting
business in the department, 412 ; by Mr.
Lawson 1'e payment of licence fees on
residential areas, 414; by Mr. Keogh re
overtime in the department, 494; by Mr.
Langdon re arlministration of department,
494; by Mr. A. Harris 1"e land survey
charges, 1062 ; re classification of land in
Gippsland, 1064; 1"e surrender of selected
lands, 1157 ; by Mr. Grose 1'e renewal of
licences, 1203; by Mr. Methven re clearing
scrub land for settlement for dairying purposes, 1424; by Mr. A. Harris 1"e introduction of Bill dealing with Crown lands at
lJ'u111ina and Tooronga, 1714; by Mr.
Smith (for Mr. 'Yarde) 1"e arrears of rent
on leases and licences, 1766; by Mr.
Fotheringhltm 1'e leasing of explosives reselTe at Truganina, 1766; by Mr. Langdon
?"e land selection tLt BOl'Ullg, 2:36:3 ; by Mr.
Holden ?"e compensation to occupiers of land
reserved for water supply purposes at
Bolwarrah, 2502; by Mr. A. A. Billson re
eradication of ::-;t. John's wort weed on
Crown lands, 2749; by Mr. Duffy 1'e case
of Thomas Duncan, Cr-own lands bailiff,
3505 ; by Mr. Sangster 1"e repairs to roads
within the sand ground at Port Melbourne,
3523; by Mr. Pl'end~rgast n chainmen's
wages, 3524; by Mr. A Harris Te surveys
of Crown lands at Fumina, 3667.
La.nds, Purchase of, for Closer ~ettlement
Question by Mr. Prendergast 1'e purchase
of .Memsie Estate for closer settlement, 767 ;
by .!\Ir. Bailes (for Mr. Keast) re further
purchase of pl'opertiefl for clo~er settlement,
1062. (See Eurack E8tale.)
LANODo~,

Mr. THOMAS (Korona)
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3913.
Accident to Mr. Chirnside, M.P., 1203.
Appropriation Bill, 2636, 3639.
Boring for Gold, :352H.
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Spa.rks, 3250.
Dea,th of Mr. Staughton, M.P., 1143.
Director of Agriculture, 6S1, 732.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2691, 2692,
2694,2769.
Eurack Estate, 1249.
Game Act Amendment Bill, 3151.
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INDEX.

Mr. l'HO:\IA8 (conti1111((Z)Hauflling Grain in Bulk, 204, 24(;, 204, 296,
374,495.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 1813.
La,nds Department-Delays in issuing Official
Documents, 412; Administration, 494;
Selection at Borung, 2363.
MlLllee Land-Boards, 242; Classification,
1248.
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
.Bill, 31:~.
Melbourne Harbor Trust-Representation of
Producillg Interests, 32.
Mr. Mathieson's Visit to Europe and America,
294.
New School at Appin, 3493.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2121.
Paspalum Dilatatwn, 32;'53, 3-lS9.
Pental Island Leases, 297, 351!.
Printing Committee's Report, 3888.
Railway Depa,l'tment-Loca.l Rates on Grain,
:H6, 579; Regrading Lines, 549; :Miners'
Tickets, 1304; School Excursion Trains,
1365; "Employment of Returned Soldiers,
2:365; Carriage of Grain, 3504; Engine.
driver's and Firemen's Holidays, 3668;
Demurrage Charges, 38!.J0.
State Parliament House-Unhealthy Con(lition of the Building, 1198; Supply of Provincial Newspapers, 69.
State School Teachers Bill, 2097,2914.
Unemployed, 253.
'Yater Supply-Lake Lonsdale Reservoir,
369, 411; Diversion of Water from the
Murray and Goulburn Hi"ers, 929, 2748;
Expenditure Recoups, 1206.
'Vater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3330,
3351.

LAXGDOX,

Mr. H. S. W. (Ca8tlemaine)
Cancellation of Old-age Pensions, 1202.
Eurack Estate, 1207.
Expedition Pass Reservoir, 3667.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1189.
Geological Survey Branch of ~1ines Department, 1424.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3108.
Lieutenant-Govcl'llor's Speech, ] 99.
Marriage Act. Further Amendment Rill, 387,
4il.
:Minimum vVage in Public Contracts, 372.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1838.
)1 unicipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expeuditure Hill, 1285, 1288.
Payment of PulJlic Servants, 1100.
Public and (jank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill, 1230.
Public Instruction-Teachers' Pensions, 411 ;
Tools for Manual Training, 3885.
Public WorkS! Loan Application Bill, 3810.
Railway Department-Employes' Wages, 163;
Castle maine Station, 163, 877; Relaying
lines in Castlemainc District, 412; Applicant's Medical Fees, 1157 ; ~liner's Tickets,
1305.
Residences on A uriferous Lands, 414.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3333.
Water Supply to Guildfol'd and Yapeen, 167.

LAWSOX,

Jlr. D. B. (Sandhurst)
Auriferous Area in the Whipstick, 2803.
Bendigo Gold Jubilee Exhibition, 2413.

LAZARUS,

Mr. D. B. (continued)Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 2314.
Constitutioll Convention Bill, 745.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2763.
Era Graders, :U03.
Eye-sight Tests in the ]~ailway Department,.
2876.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 310.3, 3112,3121,.
3122, 3137, 3159.
Government Deep Shaft at Ellesmere, 2924,
2925 .
Miners' Railway Tickets, 130t) .
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1773.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2102, 2218, 2225.
Private Members' Bu~iness, 3308.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3804,
380;3.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
3830.
Railway School Excursions, 1465, 1765.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3923.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2884.
Water Supply Loans A pplication Bill, 33~f).
'Vines Adulteration Act, 1106, 1119, l1:W,
B!.J4, 1949.

LAZARUS,

Leade1' Newspaper. (See Lieutenant-GovErnor.}
Leather Industry-·Subject of export of ]eath01'
discussed in COll1mittee of Supply, 3534~
35:16.
Legal Practitioners l~eciprocity Bil1-Brought
in by Mr. Fink, and read first time, 24H.
Legisla,tiYe Assembly Chamber-Question by
Mr. Bent't'e supplying Members with clips
to filc Bills and pal~ers, 1908 ; by Mr. Prendergast, 3958; statement by the t::lpeaker,
3958.
LegishLtive Assembly Elections (Voting) Bill
-Brought in by Ml' Trenwith, and read
first time, 300; Bill discharged from paper,
3219.
Leongatha Labour Colony- Question by Mr.
Keast (for Mr. Nichols) re making available for closer settlement the land now
comprised in the Leongatha Labour Colony,
2631; by Sir John McIntyre re proposed
changes· ill connexion with the Labour'
Colony, 3955, 3957.

Mr. J. F. (Barwon)
Advances to Local Bodies, 2487.
BUdget, 1659.
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Sparkst
3250.
Case of 'Yalter Reynolrls, 3419.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2776, 2780,
Eumck Estate, 1265.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1081, 1192, 1307, 1308. 1316.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
325fi.
Game Act, 3238.
Government Botanist, 34':52, 3454.
Justices Act Amending Bill, 277, 349, 350,
351.
Library Committee, 230.
2781. 2785, 3071.
Licensing Act Amendment Bill. 2387.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bil ,.
1754, 1925, 2590, 2593, 2595, 2597, 2(j00,
3217.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,.
1785.

LEVIEN,

LEGISLATIVE ASSEl!BLY.

Mr .•J. F. (conti-lwerl)Moorpanya.l Land Act 1897 Further Amenument Bill (No.2), 953, 1039.
Municipal Unifica,tion, 1932.
Municipalities Advanccs Act Amenument
nm, 446.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1284, l2S7, 129].
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2124, 2130,2186, 2223,
2236.
Opening of Public Library, Museums, and
National Gallery 011 Sundays, 1636.
Paspalnrn Dilatatlt'lll, :i250.
Payment of Pu11ie Servants, HOI.
Post-office Employes, 344.
Private l\lembers' Business, 1425, 3707.
Raihray Department-Examination of Candidates, 344; Miners' Tickets, 1303 ;
'Vorkmell's Tickets, 3GO!.
Railway Management. ~~600.
Reform of the State Parliament, 1944.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2076, 2082.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees, 3,131.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 3178.
Sparrow Pest, 1297.
State Parlia,ment Buildings-Heating, 298.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1979, 1987,
2:3:30.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 3710.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2388, 2389,2391,
2393, 2:iD.J:, 23D7, 2404.
Vermin Destrnction Bill, 1723, 17:32, 1744.
Water Supply Loans Application Hill, 33:35,
3352.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 462.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1127.

LEVIEN,

Libel on the King. (~ee Kin!! EdlcanZ VII.)
Library Committee-Appointed, 2'2.7-241.
Licensing Act-Question by Mr. Graham re
amendment of Act with respect to payment
to municipalities of an crpli valent of licencefees and penal ties, 371; motion by ~Ir.
Methven (for ·Mr. Graham) for return re
amounts paid to municipalities as an
equivalent of licence-fees and penalties,
agreed to, 416; motion by ~Ir. Graham for
return (in lieu of retul"lI previously onleled)
of money paill to mnnicipalities in the
year 1899 as equivalent for licence-fees anll
amount of penalties collected, agreed to,
1301; presented, 1301; question by i\lr.
11ailes re "tied" houses, 1989; by 1\1 r.
Gaunson 1'e arbitration court ~Lt Henalla
in connexion with closing of licensed
houses, 2294; by Mr. Bennett 1'e lLmendment of Act, 323~).
Licensing Act Amendment Bill-Hroughtin by
Mr. O'Neill, and read first time, 579; statement by Mr. O'Neill, 2386; Bill discharged
from paper, 3707.
Licensing Courts-Question by Mr. Bennett re
non-attendance of judges and police magistrates at Licensing Courts, 1862.
Lieutenant - Governor, His l!:xcellency the
(Honorable Sir John Madden, K.C.l\1.G.)Motion by :NIl'. IN. H. Willia.ms for adoption of address in reply to His Excellency's
speech on opening the ;Session, 18 ; seconded
by ~Ir. Nichols, 22; debate adjoul'lled, 2S;
resumed by Mr. Irvine, 3:3.: contiuued by
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Lieutenant· Go\'ernor, His Excellency the (theHonorable Sir J olm )la.dden, K. C. M. U. )
cOlltiltlled).11'. Peacock, 37 ; Mr. Downward, 39; ]\[r.

:McKenzie, 42; Mr. E. D. Williams, 4H;
Mr Prendergast, 52; Mr. Keast, 58 ; Dr.
Maloney, 60 ;Lt.-Col. Reay, 6H ;Mr. Ramsay,
65; Mr. Bennett, 68; :Mr. Vale, 73; .Mr.
O'Neill, 77,178; Mr Ewell Cameroll (P01'tland), 183 ; Mr. Barbour, 188 ; Mr Bowser,.
190; }'1r. Hall, 193; Mr. Methven, 195; :\11'.
Lawson, 19B; Mr. Hennessy, 201; :Mr. l\-lackinnon, 202; address adopted, 205; His.
Excellency'S reply, 270; statement hy Mr.
Prenllergast re article in the Leader newspaper criticising His Excellelll'y, :339 ; question by Dr. .Maloney re salary of
Lieutenant-Governor, 372; motion by Dr.
Maloney condemning the receipt by
Lieutenant-Governor of two separate
salaries for holding two separa.te offices,
and affirming tha.t the present LieutenantGovernor should be appointed Governor of
the State of Victorifl, 1618; diseussed,
1620; withdrawn, 162l.
Life Assurance Companies-Question by 111'.
Methven re proposal f0rms issued by proprietary life assnrance companies, 1156.
Local Government Act 1890 Amendment Bill13rought in by ~Il'. Bent, and read first time,
247.
Local Government Acts Further Amendment
.Bill-Brought in by Dr. Maloney (for 1\11'.
Downward), and read first time, 246.
second reading moved by Mr. Downward,
433; order of day for second reading discharged, 434.
Local Government Commission-Question by
~fr. ~fethven re meetings of commission
and resignation of certain members, 213.
Lunatic Asylums-Question by Mr. Bennett
re an inquiry into the working of lunatic'
asylums, 492; hy :\11'. A . .1\. Billson re
examinations for the attendants, 1593; by
Mr. Duffy Te reports on proposed reforms
in connexion with lunatic nsylull1s, 3104;.
motion by i\lr. Duffy that the report of theMaster in Lunacy be laid before the House,
agreed to, 339:3.

1\Tr. CA:\IPJJELT. ( VUlie1's
Heyteslmry)
Factories and Shops Acts, 'i2:?
Vermin Destruction Bill, 173:).

:\lcARTHUR,

and

McBRIDE, ~fr. PETRR (Kam l\am)

Acoustic Properties of Assembly Chamber,
415.
Acting Railways Commissioner, 3595.
Cost of Fertilizers, 762.
Old-age l'ensions Hill, 2124, 2130, 2179"
2373.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 984.
RailwH,y ~fanagement, 35!l5.
'Vater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3352.
:\lacdonald, Sir Hector-Question by Sir John
:l\IcIntyre re reception of Sir Hector
:\facdonald, 1864; statements hy the
Speaker, 1906; by Mr. Peacock, 1940; by
the Speaker, 1974, 20:37McDonogh, T. F.-Question by Mr. Duffy ,'e
case of T. F. ::\lcDonogh, survivor of the
Burke and 'VilIs Expedition, 6:35.
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ISDEX.

Mr. ROBERT (Ballamt East),
Minister without Office.
Trade Coupons Abolition Rill, 3:-l4, 1814,
1975, 1976, 1984, 2322, 2326, 2337, 2884,
2892,2895.

MCGREGOR,

Dr. T. P. (Delatite)
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Sparks,
3251.
Coal .M iues Bill, 1884, 1886. ]889.
Constitution Convention Bill, 801.
Dookie n.nd Kabmatite Tramway Act 1897,
Amelldment Bill, 1375.
Educn.tion Act Amendment Bill, 2513, 2705,
27 Hi, 2717, 2751, 2753, 2755, 2774,2778,
:30iO.
Electric Light and Power Act HlOO Amendmellt kill, 3942.39-1:3.
Emack Estate, 1210, 1273.
}~xported Protlucts Act 1898 Amendment
Hill. ]]77, 1197, ]3;")6. 1357. 1364, 1363.
'001(1 Buyers Licensing Bill, 3159.
.Jnstices Act Amendment Bill, 3lG, 348.
i\larine Act Further Amendment Bill, 1872,

.MdNEH:'\EY,

39:n.

Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 469,
471.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
]748, 1924.3205, :32]8.
)lelhourne Tramwa,y Fares, 2201.
::\Iining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1839, IS45, 1846.
~rtlnicipal Unification, 1932.
Old-age Pensipns Bill, 2060, 2l:i9, 2140,
2141, 2]42, 223;"), 2236, 2261, 2433.
Payment of Public Servauts, 1097.
Pu hlie Service Acts Amendment Bill, 974,
3770, 3784, 3939.
Rabhit Extermination in Mansfield Shire,
]421.

Railway Depal tmellt Examina tions, 778
Registmti(>l1 of Births Deaths and Marriages
Aet Further Amendment Bill, 2072, 2081.
Fayings Banks Acts Further Amenument Bill,
3!H, 3D2, 3D8, 410, 313;;, :~168.
State School Teachers Bill, 3931.
Trade Coupons Aholition Bill, 1975, 1976,
1978, 1986, 2329, 2330, 2335, 2336, 2337,
289(j.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1385, 1736,1743.
\Vant of Confidence in Ministers, 2968,
2985.
'Vhitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 1201, 2574.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Bill, 3319,
3951.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 454-, 463, 464,
465, 1847, 1848.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1125.

MClN'l'YRE, Sir JOHN (continued)Education Act Al1lendment Bill, 2710, 2759.
Employers and Employes Act (Part 3)
Further Continuation Hill, 3:3:21.
El1rack Estate, 1205.
Exhibition Trustees-Purchase of Furniture
and Refreshments, 176.
Exported .Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1347.
Eye-sight Tests in the Railway Department,
2877.
Factories and Shops Act, Special Boards,
2410,3263.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3107, :n08, 3112,
311S.
Inter·State Commission Bill, 268.
Leongatha Lahour Colony, 3955, 3937.
Libel on the King, 116.
Library Committee, 235.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amenument Bill,
2539.
Melbourne Tramway Fa,res, 2206.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Dill,
1837, 1843, 1845, 1846, 1869.
Mining Leases at Marong, 299, 420.
Municip:tlities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 450.
:l\lunicipaliHes Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenrliture Bill. ]282.
Old.age Pensions Bill, 2097, 2126, 2181,2254,
2R86,2435.
Parliament Buildings, Spring street, 374f~-
Agreement with Commonwealth Government, 548.
Payment of Public Servants, 1096.
Private l\1embers' Business, 3310.
Property Acquisition Bill-Conference of
Premiers, 2S03.
Public t:iervice Acts Amendment Bill, 3765,
3782.
Railway Management, 799.
Railways Commissioner-Proposed Appointment of Mr. Kirkcaldie, :3749.
Registration of Births Deaths and l\'larriages
Act Further Amendmeut Bill, 2083.
Sir Hector Macdonald, 1864.
~pring\'ale Cemetery Railway Conf:ltrnction
Hill, 3914.
State Inebriate Institute, 3488.
State School Teachers Bill, 2907, 3040, 3050,
3932,3948.
Stock Tax, 880
Supply of Farm Labourers, 2804-, 2805.
Trade COUPOllS Abolition Bill, 1947.
Y cgetation Diseases Act 1896Amendment Bill,
2:>41,2544:.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2971.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1118, ]97:~.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3712, 3714,3718.

McINTYRE, SIR JOHN (Maldon)

Acting Commissioner of Railways, 3546,
3M7.
Bendigo Gold Jubilee ExhiLition, 2412, 2344.
Budget, 1496.
Case of Rohert Fitzgerald, 1062.
Case of Walter Reynolds. :~74, 2866.
Chief ~ecretary's Estimates, 3433.
Close of the ~ession, :~948.
Constitution Convention Bill. 496. 680.
Death of Mr. Staughton, M.P., ] 14:3.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, 2087.
] )espatch of Business, 3888.
Destruction of Food at ,\Yilliamstown, 136,
341.

Mr. M. K. (Angle8ey)
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3894,
3910.
Advallces to Local Bodies, 2492, 2494.
Budget, 1496, 1497, 1531.
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Sparks, 3249.
Case of '.Valter Reynolds, :3124.
Cloee of the Session, 3949.
Coal Mines Bill, 3800.
Constitution Convention Bill, 506, 60~, 2867.
Death of Mr Sta llghton, M.P .. 1142.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, M.L.C.,
2086.

McKENZIE,

LEGISLATIVE
McKE~ZIE,

M1'. M. K. (contimlerl)Education Act Amendment Bill, 2681, 2082,
2708,2712, 3071, 3929.
Electoral Hegistmrs, 3455.
Employment of Returned Victorian Soldiers,
681.
Erection antl Renoyation of State Schools.,
3526.
Burack Estate, 1221.
Exported Protlucts Act ] 8!)R Amentlment
Bill, 1165, 118S, 1190, ll97. 1309. l;~ll.
l·'actories and :-lhops Act, Special Hoards,
3235, 3262.
Forrest to Barramunga Railway Extension,
29:l.
Further Australian Contingcnt for South
Africa, ;3()9-t
(lame Act Amendment Bill, 31.'52.
Gold Buyers Licensing Rill, 3111,3121, :313().
3160.
Grazing Area Leases Bill :3S."5.
•Tustices Act Amendment Bill. 354, 355.
Land Clas~ification. 3307, :350!).
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, IS13.
Land Licence-fees, Hi9.
l"ibel on the King. 118.
Library Committee 2:~9.
'Lieutenant-Govcrlloe's Speech, 42.
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendmellt
Bill. 314.
Meat Supenitlion Act] 900 Amendment Bill,
1748, 1754,2;"539, 321] , :'::213, :3944.
Medals fOl' State School Children, 242.
Melboul'lle and .Metropolitan Board of ,"Vorks
Acts Amendment Bill. :3946.
Melhourne Sa,ilors' Home Bill, 2R26, :3131.
Melbourne Tramway Fares, :2lfl9.
:Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1775, 177S.
.l\foorpanyal J,and Act I8!)7 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 10m,.
Mossifa,ce to Omeo Road, 28,'):1.
Mr. 1'. Prout \Yebb's Po-itions, 3499.
Municipalities Commouwealth Celebrations
ExpenditUl'e Bill 128:i. 12!H.
Municipal Rating (Improvements on Land)
Bill, 1'i9S.
Old-age PensiOllS Bill, 2021,2114,2115, 21n,
22:37, 2368, 2:nO, 2455
Opening of Puhlic :Libral'Y, Museums, find
National Gallery on :-:luudays, 1625, 3456.
Pa,rliamellt Library-Agreement with Commonwealth OO\'el'nment, 23!-J.
Penal System, 1990.
Police Department. 1327. 1330.
Puhlic Sen'ice Acts Amemlment Bill, 3765,
3787, 87S8, :3780, :3794.
Queenscliff Lanll Resumption Bill, 2538.
Ra.ilwa,y Department- Sunday Trains, 31;
Examination of Candidates 343, 77f) ; Case
of J. Cameron, 2298; Sheep and Oa,ttle
Trucks. 23ti7; Narrow-gauge Lines, 2368 ;
Eyesight Tests, 2878; Cal'rii~ge of Grain.
3503; Differentia.IHates :3G03; Burning-off
in Railway R,esel'ves, 3669; Eight Hours
System, :3677; Demurrllge Charges, 3891.
Railway Management, 79S, :3603.
Reclassification of Shires Bill. 2168.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further AmelHlment Bill, 207:3, 208:3.
Salaries of the' Speaker and the CllUinnan of
Committees. 3432.
Savings Ranks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 395, 407, 3167, 3174, :H8S.

ASSE~[llL 1.
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McKE,,7,IE. Mr. M. K. (colltill1/ed)Sports Betting ::3uppression Bill, 3918.
Standing Committees, 242.
State Inebriate Institute. 327.
State School Teachers Bill, 2!)OS, 304:3, 30-H),
3933.
Surplus ]{evenne Bill, :330(1.
Tenders for Cutting Tracks. HJ9l.
Tobacco Industry, :{;)37, :~3:~S.
Trade Coupons Abolition Hill, 23:33, 23:~6,
288R.
Tm111ways Act 1800 Extension (St. Kiltla,)
Bill. 3140, :H4S.
'l'msts Act Amendment Bill, :-l;O~, 3710.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, :2:3BO, 2393, 23913,
2401.
Vegetation Diseases Act 18!W Amendment
Bill. 2542, 25+4.
Vermin Destruction, 3510.
Vermin Destruction Act Prosecutions. 1ilu.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 17 HI, 172-1-, 1727,
1735,1742, 174:3 .
Want of Confidence in :.1inisteL·s, 2962.
\\'arrnamllool Land l3ill 2S14.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 45G, 1848, IS-!!).
Wines Adulteration Act. 11213.
Women's Suffrage Hill, :HI4, 3ilS.
Whitfield to .l\Iahaikah Railway, 2')6S.
::\IcKinlcy. Presideut -AssassinatiOlI of.
Untted State8, Pl·p.~idellt oj.)
MACKI~~OS,

(See

1\lr. Dos.\Ll> (Pmhmn)
Budget 1641.
Case of Walter Reynohls, 3408.
Ca,..e of .J. Cameron :~2.1-f..
Charitahle Institutiolls, :3;;0l.
Constitution COllYCntioll Bill, 515. 287.').
ElLllcatioIl Act Amenllll1ent Bill, 27Jl, :2717,
27(iO. 2774, 27Sl, 2iS2.
Electoml Registmrs, 34;'5.'5.
Employment of Heturnetl Yictorian Soldiers,
768.
Enrack Estate, ]223.
Fact.ories and Shops AcLs-~pe('ial Boa.l'lls,
1867.
Governmeut Printing-office, 3,')00.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, :HOti, :~lOi, 3120.
Justices Act Amendment ]~ill, :~5~.
Land Laws Consolida,tion Bill, IS]·1.
Lanell> Departmen t Contingencies, 3,')06.
Libel OIl the King, 3:~G.
Lieutenallt-novel'llor's Speech, 202.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill. 3] 23.
Mea.t Sllpervision Act lDOO Amendment Bill,
2.')89, 3:!13, :3!).!;).
Melbou1'lle Sailors' Home Bill, 2829.
Melbourne Tramway Fares, 2189
::\fr. '1'. Prout \\r ebb's Posit.ions, 3499.
Old-age Pensions Bill. 21] 7. 214l. 2142, 21S0,
2]Rl, 222:~ 2234. 2237. 2-1-;):l 247!l.
Public and Bank Holi(lays Law Amenament
Bill, 1229.
Pu hlie ~er'Yil.:e --- Long-service Incrcmcll ts,
IG8,268.
Puhlic Sen'ice Acts Amendment Hill, 9'in,
:,792.
Public Rervice Increments, 1(is.
Reduction of Estimates, 345.').
Registration of Births Deaths and )ful"L'iages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 207!).
Savings Ba.nks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 3190.
Scaffolding Inspection nill, 23G7.
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M.\CIU~NO~,

Mr. DOXALD (continued):-;ports Betting Suppression Bill, ::1916.
~tate School Teachers Bill, 2906, 2915.
Trade.Coupons Abolition Bill, 1979, 2896.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 3709.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2396.

MADDE~,

1Ir. DOXAJ... D (Dayle.'iford)
Advances to Local Bodies, 2488.
Budget, 1596.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 3422.
Constitution Convention Bill, 602,640.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1175, 1197, 1198.
Eurack Estate, 1224, 1225.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, ~704.
Uold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3110, 3119.
Housc
Estate and FiI:ancial Agents
Licensing Bill, 12H
Libel on the King, 131.
Miners' Railway Tickets, 130:').
Municipal Overdrafts (Imlemnity) Bill, 3358.
?llunicipal Rating (Improvements on Land)
Bill, 1801.
~Iunicipalities Atlvances Act Amendment
Bill, 450.
l\Iunicipa,lities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1284, 1287.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2046, 2116,2] 22, 2127,

Maffra Beet Sugar Factory-Question by Mr J.
Harri&, 3536.
Manee Lallds. (See Lan(Z.q Department.)
Mallee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Burton, and read
first time, 27:3; second reading moved by
yIr. Burton, 309; debated, 3.11 ; Bill read'
second time, and passed through its remaining stages. 315.
Mallee Water Supply-Question by :Mr.
Taverner re recommendations of Railways
Standing Committee with respect to wateL'
snpply for the Mallee. 1902; by Mr.
Langdon re diversion of Goulburn or Murray
Rivers into the :Mallee country, 2748. (SeeParliamentw'Y StandhtO Committee on R(til~

2186, 2215, 2222, 2223, 2224, 2225, 22.:;6,
2237.

Appointment of RailwH,Ys Commissioners,

Opening of Public Library, .Museums, and
National Ga,llery on t;undays, 16:16.
Public and Bank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill, 12:31.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3808.
Railway Passes for Unemployed, 559.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3924, 3925.
State Inebriate Institute, 330.
State School Repairs, 1298.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2890.
Trusts Act Amendment Bill. 3710.
Unused Roads Leasi1lg Bill, 2389, 2391,

Bonuses to Inventors, 3886.
Budget, 1681, W9l.
Bush Fires and Railway Engines Sparl{s>

McLEOD,

2392, 2394, 2399.

Vermin Destruction Bill. 1743.
:MADDE~,

11r. FRAXK (E(('8tern Suburb8)
Budget, 1-184.
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Sparks, 32:37,
:32.j8, 3246, 3247.

\

Experimental Cultivation, 3.:m;3.
Exporte!l Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1134
Factories and Shops Acts-Spucial Boards,
2400.

Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 3702.
House Estate and Financin.l Agents Licensing
Hill, 1235.

Library Committee. 2.33.
::\Iarine Act Further Amendment Bill, 1873.
::\farriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 1498,
1499.

Old-age Pensions Bill, 2178, 2179, 2213, 2222,
2224.

Parliament Builtlings, ~pring-street, 3749.
Pa.~palU1n Dilatat'Wn, 32:37, :32:38,3247, 35:30.
Public and Bank Holitla) s Law Amendment
Bill, 1230.

Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3915, 3921,
3922.
State Inebriate Institute, 324.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1830.

Mr. FRANK (continne(Z)Trusts Act Amendment Bill, :3709,3711.
·Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2976.
'Vater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3347..
'Weeds, 35il3.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 2662, 3716.

way.~.)

MALOX}~Y,

Acting

Dr.

(Melbourne West)
Commissioner Bill, 3906,.

WU. . LIAlIl

R~tilways

:-JH12.

Address to His Excellency the Governor,
:3:305.
2748.

3252.

Census, 875.
Coal :Mines Bill, 1811, 3796.
Constitution Convention Bill, 597, 2580.
Cool Stora~e of Butter, ]201.
Co.;;;t of Maintaining Gaols, 3ti80.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897
Amendment Bill, 1:,74. 1:376. 1377.
Eight H~,uss~ t;ystem in t he Rail wu,y Department, .16".
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amen!lment Bill,3942. 394:3.
Electoral Rolls- Non -residential Electoriil for
Melbourne East, :370.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendmeut
Bill,

1;~5.1.

Factocies and Shops Act-Special

Boards~

2408.

Further Anstralian Contingent for South
Africa, ;)689.
Honse Estate and Financial Agents Licensing
Hill, 12:n
Libel on the King, 113. 114,3:37, 5M; Cablegram to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, :337.
Library Committee, 229.
Lieutenant-Governor's ~peech, 60, 205.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 1744.
Meat l:'upervision Act Amendment Bill, 1750.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works Expenditure Validation Bill, 306,
:307.

Members' Rights, 843, 844.
:\foorpanyal Laud Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill .(No. 2), 9'-B, IOJ5, 1037, 1041,
1042.
Mortg~ge

Limitation Bill, 2170.
}Iotiolls-Without. Notice, 242; Unsecollded,.
1371, 1372.

LEGISLATIVE

Dr. VYn.LIAl\I (co?lti1l1Iecl)- .
Municipal Rating (Improvements on Land)
Bill, 1804.
Mr. G. H .•Jenkins, 264.
Old-age Pensiolls - Instrllctions to Magistrates, 166, 167.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2019, 2124, 2125, 21~2,
214~, 214'~, 2174, 2177, 2220, 2:2;30, 2264,
2369, 2~71, 244;3; 2457,2470,2477.
Old-age Pensions Further Proyision Bill
(No.2), 1371, 1372.
,Opening of Public Library, Museums, and
Natiotlal Gallery on Sundays, 1636.
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 552.
Pa-~palum Dilatatu?n, 3252.
Police Department, l3il8, 1:339.
Police Grades and Pay, 4!H.
Pre-maternity Provisions of the Marriage Act,
871.
Private Members' Business, 1425, 3310.
})ublic and Hank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill, 1229
Pnblic Service-State Employes transferred
to Commonwealth Service, 166; Employment of Pensioners, 929, 1200.
] 'ublic Service Acts Amendment,' Bill, 976,
3766, :i777.
Public Works at Foster, 3:::02.
Pnblic 'Yorks Loan Application Bill, 3805,
3814.
Railway Department-Temporary Line Repairers' Assistants, ] (i6, 167; Free Passes,
263; Carriage Door Handles, 7:3:3, 929;
Examination of Candidates, 780, 2418; St.
KildaBath Tickets, 875 ; Hours of Employes,
1422; Wages of Employes, 1423; ~ignalmen's
Hours, 2039, 2040; EmployingLads at Block
Recording, 2040 ; ex-Tramway Employes in
the Department, 2418 ; Holidays and Passes
for Casual Hands, 3580; Case of Joseph
Hall, 3886.
'Railway Management - Negotiations with Mr.
Kirkcaldie, :3580.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
383l.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 247, 2067,
2081,2084.
Seamen on the W~st Lothian, 762.
Standing Committees, 242.
,St;ate Inebriate Institute, 328, 2464.
Sta,te Parliament House-Damp Woodwork,
555.
-Statuary at the Exhibition-building, 2608.
Stock Tax, 764.

-MALONEY,

The A rmUJ, 338.

'The Lieutenant-Governor-Sir .John Madden's Salaries, 135, 372, 1618, 1621 ;
References to, 337, 338.
TramwfLYs Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,
H272, :::835, 3841.
Tramway Employes' Overtime, 1298.
'Treatment of Prisoners in Castlemaine Gaol,
3303.
Unclaimed Bank Balances, 3954.
Unemployed. 256; Railway Passes, 560.
University Finances, 3m3.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1970.
\V omen's Suffrage Bill, 2665.
l.1:arine Act Further Amendment-Bill received
from Legislative Council and rectd first
time, 1530; second reading moved by :-;ir
t::iamuel Gillott, 1870; debated, 1871 ; Bill
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l\larine Act Further Amendment (rontinued)read secood time, 1872; considered in
committee, 1872; Lieutenant-Governor's
message brought down and resolution for
appropriation adopted, 2169; third reading, 2338; amendments aftet· third reading, 25:39; message from Legislative
Council agreeing to some of the amendments and dis::tgreeing withoneamendment,
3062; amendment insisted on, 312~ ;
message from Legisla,ti ve Council intimating that they insisted on disagreeing with
the amendment, 3925; amendment still
insisted on, :~937.
Marine Board -:Statement by Mr. Sangster in
Committee of ~upply ?'e Shipwright
::;urvevor under the Marine Board. 3452.
Marriage VAct-Question by Dr, Maloney re
pre-maternity provisions of Marriage Act,
1900, 871.
Ma.rriage Act Further Amendment BillBrought in by ~it· ~amuel Uillott and read
first time, 27:1; second rpading moved by
Sir Samuel Gillott. 3(i6; debated. 3G8,
385; agreed to, 300; Bill considered in
committee, 390, 46H; third re1l.ding, 472;
returned from Legislath"e Councli with
amendments, 1165; amendments dealt
with, 1498; message fro111 Legislative
Council intimating that they did not insist
on some of the amendments disagreed with
by Assembly, and had amended one of the
amendments, 1744; message dealt with,
1/44.
MASON, MR.

J. \V. (Rodney)

Friday ~ittings, 3311.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3101, 31;38.
Mooroopna Race-course Reserve Sale Bill, 954,
1500.
Railway Payments to Coal Companies, 358:~.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
3166.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3332.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railwa.y, 3:315.
Master in Equity and Lunacy-Question of
salaries paid to Mr. T. Prout Webb, discu:;,sed in Committee of ::;upply, 34:95,
3499.
Meat Supervision Act-Question by Mr. Keast
"e condemnation of calves under 40 lbs.
weight, 371.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment RillReceived from Legislative Council and
read first time, 954; second reading moved
by Mr. Morrissey, 1744; debated 1748;
Bill read second time, ] 754; considered
in committee, 1889, 1920, 23:39, 2589;
th~rd reading, ::J 191; amendments after
third reading. 3191-9; sta.tement by Mr.
'Wilkins, 3219; by Mr. Warde, 3245;
message from Legislative Council intimating that they agreed with some of the
amendments made by the Assembly, and
disagrp.ed with one amendment, 3707;
amendment insisted on, 3928; message
from Legislative Council intimating that
they insisted on disagreeing with the
amendment, 3944; amendment not insisted
on, ::J9i5.
Meat Supply-Statement by Sir John :McIntvre
re destruction of sheeps' and bullocks'
heads by Customs authorit.ies, 1:36.
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IXDEX.

Melhourne and Collingwood Railway-Question
by .Mr. Gail' re opening of line, 374.
:Melbourne and Geelong Corporations Acts
Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Prendergast, and read first time, 247.
~rellJournc and Metropolitan Board of Works
-Question by 1\1r. Smith re political
rights of board's employes, 877.
Melbourne and .11etropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Acts Amendment Bill- Received from
Legislative Council and read first time,
3938; Governor's message brought down
and resolution for an appropriation
adopted, :3938; second reading moved by
Mr. Peacock, 3945; debated, :3946; Rill
read second time. and considered in committee, 3946; third reading, 3956; amendment after third reading, 3957.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Expenditure Validation Bill-Brought in
by Sir Samuel Gillott, and read first time,
274; second reading mo\'ed by Sir Samuel
tiillott, 305; debated, 307; Bill read a
second time, and considered in committee,
309 ; third reading, 309.
Melbourne East, Representation of -Issue of
writ for election of member in pla,ce of Sir
Samuel Gillott, who had accepted an office
of profit under the Crown, announced, 17 ;
re-election of Sir Samuel Gillott announced,
17 ; Sir Samuel Gillott introducecl and
sworn, 17; death of Mr. John Anderson announced. 78 ; issue of writ for election of
member in place of nIl' Anderson announced, 270; election of Mr. J. ]'. Deegan
announced, 2H8; Mr. Deegan introduced
and swcrn, 298.
Melbourne Harhor Trust -Questions by Mr.
Langdon re representation on the trust of
producing interests, 32; by Mr. Tucker 1"e
hours of employes, 1989, 2095.
Melbourne, Representation of-Expulsion of
Mr. E. Findley from the House, 13-1; issue
of writ for election of a member in the
place of Mr. Findley announced, 270;
election of Mr.•T. A. Boyd announced, 435;
Mr. Boyd introduced and sworn, 435.
~rclbourne Sailors' Home Bill--Receivetl from
Legislative Cotlnf'il, and rea(l fil'st time,
2189; motion hy Mr. Duggan that the Bill
be treated as a public Bill, agreed to,
2643; second readin~ moved by Mr.
Duggan, 2643; debated. 2643. 2816; Bill
read second time, 2825; considered in
committee, 2825, 3126; third reading,
31;15; message from Legislative Council
intimating that they had agreed to some of
the Assembly's amendments in the Bill
and had disa.greed with others, 3635; messa.ge dealt with. 3925.
.
Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus CompanyQuestion by Mr. Metlwen re hours of work
of company's employes, 1297; by Mr.
Prendergast re pqrchase of company's
tramways by municipalities, 1715; motion
by Mr. Mackinnon affirming desirability of
inquiry to ascertain whether the fares
charged by the company should not be
revised as provided by section 26 of the
Company's Act, 2189; debated, 2195;
a.greed to, 2210.
Members, Deaths of, announcecl-Mr. Anderson, 78; Mr. Staughton, 1142.

'Member, Expulsion of a.

(See King Edward

VII.)
l\Icmbcrs, ~ew, Introduced and Sworn-Sir
Sftll1uel Gillott, 17; Mr :Fotheringham, 17;
Mr. W. H Williams, 17; Mr. O'Connor,
17; l\IL'. H tIl, 73; Mr. Mitchell, 73; Mr.
Deegan, 298; Mr. Boyd, 435; Captain
Stallghton, 1418.
Members, i{esignation of-Resignation announced of Mr. ~fcLean, Mr. Best, Mr'.
Kennedy, Mr. McColl. Mr. Maugel', Mr.
Carty Salmon, alHl Mr. 1. A. Isaacs
(Bo!Jonrl), 16-17.

Merri Creek Dra.inage Works-Question by Mr.
Meth ven ?"e progress of works, 6S2.
:'IIJ.:THVE~,

:\1"1'. DAVID (Ea.~t Bourke Borotl[Jh.~)
Alexandra Park Bill :i84~.
Chief Inspector of :-tock, 2R'i6.
Clearing tlcrub Lands, J:-'4 {,
Constitution Convention Bill, 910.
Drainage of Koo-wee-rnp and Moe Swamps,.
1003.

Education Act Amendment Bill, 2782.
Eurack Estate, 121ti.
Factories and ~hops Act s-Speeial Bllardl'!,
186S, 2407, ~752; Millers Board, 3580,
;3752.
Lieutenalit-Go\rernor's Speech, 195.
Life Assnra,nce Companies, 1156.
Local Governmenr. Acts Further Amendment
Bill,4:14.
Local Government Commission, 213.
Locking the River Murray, 927.
Manee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
.Bill, 3U.
Marriage Act Further Amen(lment Rill, 1499.
Melbourne l:'ailol's' Home Bill, 2819.
Meni Creek Drainage Works, 682.
Mining De\relopment Acts Amendment Bill,.
1782, 1870.
. Mining Leases at :'Ifarong, 42~.
Mossiface to Omeo Hoad, 2855.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Rill. 448.
Old-age Pensions a.t Brunswick, :350, 551.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2122,2176, 21S2, 2-l::::O.
Overtime in the Defence Department, 1594.
Pental Island, :J512.
Public ~el'\rice--Certificates for Promotion
of Professional Officers, 294; [ncrements.
241; tlellior .\ressenger in Public Works
Department, 3584.
Public ~ervice Acts Amendment Bill, 980,
:i/6S.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3815,
:1816, :)819.
Railway Department - Vacancies, 576;
Examination of Candidates, 765, 766, 768,
928; Re-examination of R.ejects, 928;
Narrow-gauge Lines, 2571; Fares t~
Northern Suburbs, 2748 ; Eye sight Tests,
2876.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3829.
Reform of the ~tate Parliament, 1937.
State School Teachers Bill, ;-.056.
Supplementary Estimates, 209.
Tramway Employes' Overtime, 1297.
Unemployed, 259 ; Railway Passes, 561.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1:387.
Warrnambool Lltnd Bill, 264],2815.
Water ~upply Loans Application Bill, 3349.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 2571, 3313.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 459.

LEGISLATIVE

Mildura Rates Amending Bill-Question by
Mr. Taverner re introduction of Bill, 412.
Mineral Development-Motion by Mr. Hennessy
for return re work done by prospectors for
minerals other than gold, agreed to, 316.
Mines Act-Question by Mr. Bailes re amend·
ment of Act with respect to paid up shares
in mining companies, 720.
Mines Department-Questioll by Sir J olm
McIntyre (for Mr. Sterry) re gra.nting of
mining leases at Marong, 299; statement
by Mr. Sterry on motion for adjoul'l1ment
of the House, 417; subject discus8ed, 418425; questions by Mr. Grose Te testing
batteries, l296; by Mr. Mitchell re boring
in the Maryborough district, 1419; by Mr.
Lawson re reorganization of geological survey branch, 1424 ; by ),11'. H. R "Williams
re extension of geological surveys at Ben
digo, 1593; by ":\11'. Mitchell re erection of
testing plant at Talbot, 1595; by Mr.
Holden 1'e inconvenience caused to miners
by establishment of rifle butts at Canadian,
1904; by Mr. A. Harris (for Mr. Foster)
re mining track from Tam bo cro ssing to
Stirling, 1905; by Mr. McKenzie re tenders
for cutting tracks, 1991 ; by Mr Grose 1'e
geological surveys at Creswick and Bloomfield, 2096 ; by :Mr. Beazley re payment of
wages to men working at track cutting
near Healesville, 2672, 2i89; by Mr.
Lazarus 1'e selection of auriferous area in
the vVhipstick, 2803 j hy Mr. Lazarus re
Government deep shaft at Ellesmere, 2924;
by Mr. A. Ha,rris re survey of Cohen's line
of lode at \ValhalIa, 2925; by Mr. Vale re
case of R. H: Lxmbert v. 'Phei88en, 3034,
3239 ; by :Mr. Foster re Dargo river mining
track, 310:3; by Mr. A. Hrtrris 1'e allocation of prospecting vote, 324-0; by Mr.
Beazley re track cutters at Dargo, 3245;
statement by Mr. Isaacs, 324;;; votes for
Mines and Water Supply Departments
discllssed in Committee of Supply, 3527 ;
questions hy Mr. Langdon re boring for
gold, 3529; by Mr. A. A. BiUson re visit
of Mr Stirling, Government Geologist, to
England, 358:3; by Mr. A. Harris re
scheme for promot.ing the discovery of new
auriferous areas and other mineral lodes,
3887.
Min;.ng Boards-Question by Mr. Sterry re
appointment of members of mining boards
as quasi-inspectors of labour covenants in
mining lease::, 1059.
:Mining Company Shares - Question by Mr.
Taverner 1'e legality of dealings in " Duke
of York" shares on Melbourne Stock Exchange, 1065.
Mining Development Act-Q,uestion by Mr
Holden re introdnction of Bill to continue
grants for the development of gold mining
as authorised by the Mining Development
Act 1896, 636; motion by MI'. Kerr for
return re grants under the Act, agreed to,
1158; presented, 1158; question by Mr.
Toutcher re papers in connexion with
recent allocation of advances, 1202, 1248.
Mining Development Acts Amendment "BillBrought in by Mr. Burton, and read first
time, 1158 ; !Second reading moved by Mr.
Burton, 1767; debated, 1770, 1835; Bill
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Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill
(continued )read second time, 1843 j considered in committee, 184:3; third reading, 1868; amendments after third reading, 1868-70 ;
.
question by Mr. Grose, 1890.
Minimum Wage-Question by Mr. Lawson ?'e
enforcement of minimum wage in public
contracts, 372.
Ministry, The-;\lotion by :Mr. Irvine, "That
the Government does not possess the confidence of this Honse," 2H:28; debated by
Mr, Peacock, 2936; Ml'.l\furray. 2943; Mr.
Kirton, 2848; ~ir Samuel Gillott, 2954;
~Ir. Hennessy, 2955; Mr. Robinson, 2958 ;
MI'. :McKenzie, 2962 ; Dr. McInerney,
2968; Sir John McIntyre, 2971; Mr.
~radden, 2978; amendment by vir. O'N('ill~
that all the words after" that" be omittecl
with the view to inserting the following" In the opinion of this House it is absolutely necessary that a reconstmction of
the Government should take place at once,"
2981; discllssed hy Dr McInerney, 2985;
amendment lapsed, 2987 j debate ()n motion
continued by ),[1'. Bennett, 2987 ; Mr.
Keogh, 2989; Mr. Duffy, 2991 ; :Mr.
Bowser, 2994; Mr. A. A. Hillson, 2996; Mr.
Andrp.ws, 2998; 1'11'. Fotheringham, :)001 ;"
:Mr. Ewen Cameron (Portland), 3003; Mr.
Ramsay, 3004; Mr. Hall, ::.006; Lt -Col
Reay. :3007 ; motion negatived, WlO ;
question by Mr. O'Neill re reconstruction of
the :\linistry, 3104.
:Mr. GEORGE ('Palbot alld Avoca).Introduced and sworn, 73.
Boring in the 1faryborough District, 1419.
Constitution Convention 13ill, 595.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, :nI8.
:Mallual Training and Cookery Classes in
Country Schools, 1157.
:\1 eat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill~
2595.
)liners' Railway Tickets, 1304.
Old-age Pensions, 551.
Quartz-testing Plant for Talhot, 1595
Railway Improvements at BUllg Bong, 1989.

MITCHELL,

Money Lenders Bill-Receive(l from Legislative Coullcil, and read first time, ~062'
Bill discharged from paper, :3851.
'
J.llonowai, S.S -Statement by Mr. Peacock
1'e missing steamer J.lfonowai, 2210.
Mooroopna. Hace-course Heserve Sale BillBrought in by Mr, J. W. Mason, and read
first time, 9:'54; Lieutenant-Gove1'l1or's
message In'ought down and resolution for
approprifltion adopted, 1500; motion by :Mr.
J. 'ltV, Mason, that the Bill be treated as a
public Bill, agreed to, 1500; second reading moved by Mr .•r. W. \Iason, L500;
~greed to, 1500 ; Bill passed through remainmg stages, 1500.
l\foorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No. I)-Brought in by Sir
Samuel Gillott, and read first time, 425;
order of day for second reading discharged
915.
'
l\foorpanyal Land. Act 1897 Further Amendment Rill (No. 2)-Heceivecl from Legislative Council? and read first time, 952;
second readmg moved by Sir Sa.muel
Gillott, 952; debate adjourned, 954 ;
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~Ioorpanyal

Land Act 18!H Further Amendment Bill (No.2) cOlltinuedmotion by Sir Samuel Gillott. that the Bill
he treated as a public Bill, agreed to,
1035; Bill read second time, 1035; considered in committee, 1035 ; third reading,
1044; amenl.ments after third reading,
1044.

:MORRISSEY,

Mr .•JOllX, :\1inister of Agriculture

(Rodllp.y)

Adulteration of Beer, 2748.
Agricultural Dcpart,ment .Tournal, 2561.
Agricultural Scholarships, 295.
Alexandra Park Bill, 3585, 3842, 3847.
American Vines, 412.
Butter-Cool Storage, 1201 ; Exports, 3243,
3886.
Chief Inspector of Stock, 2881.
{Jool Storage Accommodation, :n04, 3955.
Cost of Fertilizers, 763.
Dairy College, 35a5.
])irector of Agriculture, 493, 732, 3535.
Diseased Stock, 2094.
Ji~xpol'ted Products Act .1898 Amendment
Bill, 2;:3, 436, 443, U88, 1189, 1193, 1196,
1198, 1307, 1309, 13l8, 1346, 1355, 1357,
]358,1364,1365,1366,1367.
Experimental Cultivation, 3533.
Experimental Farms, 1064.
Freights for Frozen Produce, 49.5.
. -Game Act Amendment Bill, 3155.
Leather, 3536.
Leongatha Labour Colony, 3957.
Mafl'ra Beet Sugar Factory, :3536.
Meat-Freezing Accommodation, ::381.
~leat Supervision Act-Destruction of CalYes,
371.
.
l\leat SuperYisioll Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1744, 1889, 2540, 2589, 2391, 2592, 2593,
2595, 2596, 2597, 2601, 2602, 3191, 3202,
3'lIl, 3214, :1216, 3928, 394i.
1\1 unicipal Endowment and Classification Bill,
274.
Pa.~palum Dilatatum, 3253, 3490.
Phy lloxera, 3534.
Registration of Brands Bill, 169, 633, 1424,
3888.
Sale of Murray Fish in Close Season, 296.
8parrow Pest, 1297.
State Co-operation in Exporting, 3581.
Tobacco Industry, 3239, :35:37, :3539.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 436, 2540, 2543, 2544, 3944.
Victorian Agricultural Products in England,
2927.
Victorian Produce for South Africa, 2979.
Victorian Produce for the British \Yar-office,
:31,495.
Viticultural College-Admission of Free
Students, 875.
Weeds, 3534.
\Vine Industry, 3536.
:\lortcrage Limitation Bill-Brought in by Dr.
Maloney, and read first time, 2~70.
~[ossiface to Omeo Road. - ~10tlon by Mr.
Foster affirming that the completion and
maintenance of the main road from Mossiface to Omeo should be taken over by the
Government, 2849; debated, 2852; motion
withdrawn, 2858.

Motions for the Adjournment of the HouseProposed to enable honorable members to
\rentilate public questions-By l\:h-. Bennett

re purchase of furniture and refreshments
at Exhibition-building during Commonwealth celebrations, 171 ; by Mr. Sterry re
mining leases at Marong, 417; by Mr.
Kirton re issue of railway passes to the
unemployed, 555; hy Mr. Methven re
employment
selection candidates for
in Railway department, 768; by Mr.
Kerr re cheap railway fares for miners,
1:301; by Mr. Murray 1'e treatment of
inebriates, 2462; by Lt.-Col. Reay re
Constitution Convention Bill, 2[,77; by
Mr. Madden re planting railway reserves
with the grass Paspalum dilatatnm, 3246.
Mount William Oold-field-QueRtion by Mr.
Robinson re grant to F. Emmett as a
reward for discovering the Mount William
gold-field, 550 j by Mr. Toutcher re water
supply for mining purposes, 1201.
Municipal ]1Jlections-Motion by Mr. Peacock
for adjournment of the House'over municipal electil)ns, agt't'ed to, 930.
Municipal Endowment and Chtssification Bill.
-Brought ill by Mr. Morrissey, and read
first time, 274; Rill discharged from
paper, 3219.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill-Received fr011l the J..Jegislative Council and
rectd first time, 2788; second reading
moved by Mr. Peacock, 3357; debated,
:n37; Bill read second time, 3359; con·
sidered. in committee, :3339; third reading,
3:~60.

Municipal Rating (Improvements on Land) Bill
-Brought in by .Mr. Robinson, and read
first time, 247; second reading moved by
Mr. Robinson, 1791; debated, 1798; debate adjourned, 1810; Bill discharged
from the paper, 3707.
Municipal Subsidy - Questions by Mr. A.
Harris 1'e method of allocating municipal
subsidy, 49:3; re increase of the subsidy,
578; statement by Mr. A. Harris, 1103;
question by Mr Langdon re recouping
north-western municipalities for water
supply expenditure, 1296; statement by
Mr. A. Harris re withdrawal of motion to
increase subsidy, 3679.
Municipal Unification-Motion by Mr. Prendergast for appointment of select committee to inquire into and report on the
unification of municipalities in certain
portions of the State, 19:28; debated,
1929 ; motion withdrawn, 19:n.
Municipalities, Loans to- Question by Mr.
Brown re introduction of Bill to enable
country municipalities to borrow from the
Government for maintenance of main
roads, 637; motion by Mr. Brown affirming that a loan of not less than £100,000
nor more than £200,000 should be obtained
in order to make advances to shire councils
for the construction and repair of main
roads on certain conuit ions, 2485; debated, 2487; debate adjourned, 2500;
motion discharged from paper, 3941.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment Bill
-Brought in byMr. Burton, and read first
time, 374; second reading llloved by Mr.
Bmton, 443; agreed to, 44f>; Rill considered in committee, 445; third reading, 452.
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::Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations Expenditure Bill-Received from Legislative
Council, and read first time, 495; secmld
reading moved by Mr. Peacock, 1282;
debated, 1282; agreed to, 1287; Bill
considered in committee, 1287; third
reading, 1294.
MURRAY, Mr. JOHN (Warrnambool)
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3911,
:1919.
Address to the Governor, 3305.
Alexandra Park Bill, :184:3, :~850.
Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 2314.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 36:36.
Coal Mines Bill, 1885, 1887.
'Constitution Convention Bill, 602.691, 2584.
Education Act-Amendments, 639.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2754, 2756,
2757, 2763, 2772, 2774, 2778, 2779, 3064.
Education Department Estimates, 3492.
Eurack Estate, 1208.
Exhibition Trustees -Purchase of Furniture
and Refreshments, 176.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
443, 943. 1308, I:U4, 1349, 1356, 1358, 1363,
1364, 1365, 1367.
Further A ustralian Contingent for South
Africa, 3684, 3696.
'Game Act Amendment Bill. in5l.
-Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, :U59.
House Estate and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill, 1243.
Irregular Discussion, 3673.
Libel on the King, 11~3, 127, 554.
Lihrary Committee, 240.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 205.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1923, 1927, 2603,2607, 3211, 3215.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 28:U.
Members' Rights, 3215.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1815.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 3357.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1282, 1287, 1290.
'Old-age Pensions Bill, 2118, 2125, 2127,
2128, 2139, 2173, 2174, 2179, 2180, 2] 88,
2214,2223, 2224, 2225, 2235, 2237, 2471,
2472, 2477, 2481.
,Parliament Buildings, Spring. street, 29, 3748;
Agreement with Commonwealth Government, 240.
'Parliament House, Exhibition-buildingsWarming of, 27.
Pa~palum Dilatatum, 3491.
Payment of Public Servants, 1103.
Pental Island. 3516.
Personal Explanations, 248, ,3010.
Private Members' Businesl'l, 3307.
})ublic Service Acts Amendment Bill, 986,
:1761, :3762, ~~770, 3785.
Railway Department-Wages of ex-Gangers
Acting:ts Fencers, 1156; J'olimontAccident,
2211 ; Narrow -gauge Lines, 2572; Eye-sight
Tests, 2877 ; Differentia.l Rates, 3589.
Railway Loan Bill, 3356.
Railway Passes for Unemployed, 566.
Hailway Management, 3589.
Reception of the New Governor, 3156.
Reflections-On the Prime Minister, 176 ; on
Mining Investors, 244, 248.
SES. 1901.-d
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MlJRRAY, Mr. JOHN (continued)Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 391, :393, 3182.
Sports Betting S~lppression Bill, 3916, 3924,
392.3.
Spring Vale Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill, :3914.
State Inebriate Institute, 245, 316, 1904,
2461, 2462, 3488.
State School Teachers Bill, 2912, 2914, 3046,
3053,3925.
Rupplementary Estima,tes, 209.
Trade Coupons Auolition Bill, 1833 2324,
2335, 2890, 2894.
'
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2391, 2394,2403.
Vermin Dei';truction Bill, 1386, 1720, 1729.
Victorian Produce for South Africa, 2978.
'Varrnambool Land Bill, 2807, 2808,2812.
Wctllt of Confidence in 1\Iillisters, 2943, 3010.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3337.
Whitfield to :yrahaikah Railway, 2572, 3314.
VY ild Dogs Destrnction Bill, 453, 463, 465,
466, 1848.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3713.
Murray River-Question by Mr. Methven re
locking the River Murray, 927 ; statement
by :\fr. Langdon, 929.
Neglected Ohildren's Department-Question by
Lt.-Col. Reay 1'e education of children
uuder the care of the Neglected Children's
D~rartment, and removal of children from
the care of parents, 2926.
NICHOLS, Mr. A. G. (Gippsland West)
Coal Creek Mine Dispute, 298.
Coal Mines Bill, 305, 427, 1877, 1879, 1883,
1884, 18R~ 1887, 1888, 3797.
Drainage of Moe and Koo-wee-rup Swamps,
1715.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
1172.
Leongatha Lahour Colony, 2630.
Lieutenant-Go\'ernor's ~peech, 22.
Loans to Selectors, 3523.
Loans to Settlers at Moe, 733.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2252.
Railway Employes Classification, 3597.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, ;,915.
O'CO~NOR, Mr. P.

J. (Fitzroy)-Introduced and
sworn, 17.
Opening of Public Library, Museums, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 1622, 3456,
3462,
Private Members' Business, 3456.

Officers of Parliament. (See Parliament, Officers
of. )
Old-age Pensions-Questions by Dr. Maloney
1'e instrnctions sent to magistrates &c.
d.ealing with applications for old-ag~ pen~
SlOns, 166; by Mr. E. D. Williams 1'e payment of old-age pensions after the end of
June, 212; motion by Mr. Grose for a
return of old-age peni3ions paid, agreed to,
245; presented, 270; question by J\'Ir.
Kirton re refusal of pension to John
Madden, of Ballarat, miner, 549; by 1\1r_
l\1etl~ven 1'e acco~nmodation for old-age
penSlOners attenchng at the Brunswick
Post-office, 550; by Mr. Mitchell re effect
of Acts No. l70li and 1712, with respect to
persons who had attained the age of 65
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Old-age Pensions (colltilluul)years since 27th Det:ember, 1900, 551; by
Mr. Hall (for Mr. Kf'rr) re number of oldage pensioners, 877 ; by :\'£1'. Lawson re
cancellation of old-age pensions, 1202; by
Mr. Isaacs re number of pensioners and
amount of pensions, 1716; by Mr. Fotheringham 1'e old-age pensioners at Footscray,
1766, lS65; motion by ~lr. Grose for return of number of old-age pensions recommended by each police magistrate and the
aNerage payment in each district, agreed
to, 1811 ; presented, 27;50.
Old-age Pensions Act 1900 Amendment BillGovernor's message brought down and
resolution for an a,ppropriation adopted,
:)751; Bill brought in by Mr. Peacock and
read first time, 3751; Bill read second
time, and considered in committee, 3751;
third reading, 3751.
Old-age Pensions Bill-Statement by ~Ir. Peacock, 1716; Bill brought in by :Mr. Peacock and read first time, 1767 ; LieutenantGovernor's message brought down and
resolution for appropriation adopted, 1908 ;
second reading moved by Mr. Peacock,
1908; debated by Mr. Kirton, 1996; Mr.
E. D. Williams, 2006; )1r. Hennessy,
2008; Mr. Tucker, 2010; :Mr. Toutcher,
20L2; Mr. Robinson, 2016; Mr. Barbour,
2018; Dr. Maloney, 2019; Mr. McKenzie,
2021; Mr. Oman, 2026; Lt.-Col. Reay,
2027; Mr. H. R. Williams, 2034; Mt·.
Vale, 2044; Mr. McLeod, 2046; Mr. Ramsay, 2054; Mr. Fotheringham, 2058; Dr.
McInerney, 2060; Mr. Rent, 2064; Sir
John McIntyre, 2097; Mr. Duffy, 2100;
Mr. Lazarus, 2102; Mr. G·eose, 2104; Mr.
Bromley, 2106; Mr. Ewen Cameron
(Portland), 2108; Mr. Keogh, 2110; Mr. J.
W. Billson, 2111; :Mr. Warde, 2111; Bill
read second time, 2114; considered in committee, 2114, 2170, 2212; amendments on
report, 2370, 2421; third reading, 2470;
amendments after third reading, 2471;
amendments recommended by Governor's
message agreed to, 3246.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Rill (No.
I)-Brought in by )11'. Peacock and read
first time, 273; order of day for second
reading discharged, 1367.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill eNo.
2)-Lieutenant-Governor's message brought
down and resolution for an appropriation
adopted, 1367,1368; Bill brought in byMr.
Peacock and read first time, 1369; second
reading moved by :NIr. Peacock and agreed
to, 1369; Bill considered in committee,
1369; third reading, 1372.

O'NEILL, Mr. RICHARD (continned)Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3110.
Government Deep Shaft at Ellesmere, 2925.
Honse, Estate, and Financial Agents Licensing Bill, 246, 1232.
Licensing Act Amendment Bill, 579, 2386,.

2387, 3707.
LieuLenant-Governor's Speech, 77, 178.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1842.
Mining Leases at Marong, 418.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2248.
Parliamen t-buildings, Spring -street - Agreement with Commonwealth Government,
547.
Private Members' Business, 2977, 3306.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3806,.
3813.
Reconstruction of Ministry, 3104.
Reduction of the Estimates, 3441.
Salary of Clerk of Assembly, 3443, 3445.
State Parliament House-Accommodation of
Members, 547.
State School Teachers Bill, 2905.
State School Teachers' Residences, 34g3.
Stock and Sharebrokers Licensing Bill, 247.
Tobacco Restriction Bill, 247.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 246, 954, 2390.
Vermin Destruction Bill. 1381, 1385.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2980, 2981,.
2982,2987.
·Water ~upply Loans Application Bill, 3331.
OUTTRIM, Mr. A. R. (llfaryborough)
Boring in the Maryborough District, 1419.
Budget, 1453.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 3423.
Coal Mines Bill, 428, 1882, 1884, 1886, 1889.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, M.L.C.,.
2084.
Factories and Shops Act Commission, 1907.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1771, 1870.
Narrow-gauge Railways, 2570.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3810.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3828.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,.
:3144, 3832, :3839.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3346.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 3312.

OMAN, Mr. D. S. (Ripon and Hampden)
Constitution Convention Bill, 529.
Eurack Estate, 1257.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1082, 1130.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2026.

Parks and Gardens-Statement by Mr. Vale in
Committee of Supply re assistance to parks
and gttrdens in Up-"Colllltry towns, 3506.
Parliament-Opening of the Session, 13.
Parliament-buildings Committee-Appointed,
274.
Parliament-buildings, Spring-street-Question
by Mr, Bent re use of rooms by members,
28; statement by Mr. Peacock, 29; by the
Speaker, 30; motion by Mr. Barbour
affirming advisability of completing the
north and south wings of Parliament.
Houses, 577; statement by MI'. Peacock,
577; motion withdrawn, 578. (See Par-

O'NEILL, Mr. RICHARD (lffandurang)
ApprCJpriation Bill, 3637, 3638.
Badges for Justices of the Peace, 3497.
Closed Country Schools, 3-!93.
Conservator of State Fore.sts, 70, 3518.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1308.

Parliament
House,
Exhibition-buildingsStatement by Mr. Peacock 1'e heating of
Legislative Assembly chamber, 27; by Mr.
Murray, 27; by the Speaker re entrance
from south side of buildings, 163 ; qnestion
by Mr. Levien re heating of rooms, 298;.
statement by the Speaker, 298; question.

liament £ibra1'Y.)
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Parliament House, Exhibition-buildings (continuedhy Mr_ Vale re testing of air, 373; statement by Mr. McBride re acoustic properties of Legislative Assembly chamber,
415; by the Speaker, 415; question by
Mr. Tucker re need of painting exterior of
buildings, 551 ; statement by the Speaker,
551; by Mr. Staughton, 552; questions
by Dr. Maloney re dampness of woodwork
in members' rooms, 555; by Mr. Prender-gast re telephonic communication, 639;
statement by :Mr. Langdon re unhealthy
condition of building, 1198; by Mr. Pea,.
cock, 1199; by the 8peaker, 1199; question
by Mr. Pren(lergast re furniture in Parliament House, 1637; statement by the
Speaker, 1811 ; question by Mr. Grose re
cost of fitting up buildings, 2926; vote for
Sta.te reading-room discussed in Committee
of Supply, 3447.
Parliament LilJral'Y - Question by Mr.
Prendergast re access to papers stored at
Parliament Buildings, Spring street, 163 ;
statement by the Speaker, 163; by Mr.
Shiels rp.- functions of Library Committee
and control of library at Parliament House,
Spring street, 227 ; subject discus:sed, 229,
240; statement by the Speaker, 230 ; statement by Mr. Bent re use of library by
members, 3746; subject discussed, 3746.
Parliament, Offi"cers of - Appointment of
officers of Parliament announced by the
Speaker, 33; question by Dr. Moloney 7e
leave of absence granted to the Clerk of
the Parlia,ments. 264.
Parliamentary and Ilan8arcl stans-Motion by
Mr. Prendergast (for Mr. Kirton) for
return of appointments on Parliamentary
and Ha1i8a1'd staff's agreed to, 2500.
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways-Reference of subjects to committee
-"Whitfield to Mahaikah line, 2574; connexion of Tocumwal with existing railway
system, 3320. Reports brought np- re
railway communication with Tolmie, 28;
Mallee water supply, 28, 1245; proposed
cross-country railway, 682: re railway
communication with \Voolamai, San Remo,
and Cape Patterson, 1988; Whitfield to
Mahaikah railway, 2923; vote for committee discussed in Committee of Supply,
:3447.
Patents Office-Question by Mr. W. H. 'VilIiams J'e delays in the Patents Office, 2561 ;
subject discussed in Committee of Supply,
3496.
PEACOCK, Mr. A •.J., Premier, Treasurer, and
Minister of Labour (Clunes and Allandale).
Accession of King Edward VI!., 17.
.
Accommodation of Commonwealth Public
Service, 6::6.
Advances to Local Bodies, 2492, 24!14.
Analyses of Foods and Drinks, 1295.
Appropriation Bill, 3636, 3637, 36:l8, 3667.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill, 21R9.
Assassination of the President of the United
States, 1244, 1245, 1:390, 1:392, 2750.
Auctioneers' Licences-Reciprocity with New
South '\Vales, 292.
Audit Acts Amendment Bill, 2501, 3191,
3794, 3795, 3938.
d2
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PEA.COCK, Mr. A. J. (continued)Australian Squadron-Visits to Port Phillip,
875.
Ballarat Art Gallery, 3463.
Bendigo Gold Jubilee Exhibition, 2544.
Bendigo Water Mltins, 1295.
Bills Discharged, 3851.
Bonuses to Inventors, 3887.
Botanical and Domain Gardens, 3509.
Brighton Pier Improvements, 1156.
Budget, 999, 1035, 1496, 1497,1687,1692.
Bush Fires and Railway l!~ngine Sparks, 3246.
Business-Order of, 26, 135, 274, 435, 639,
915, 952, 1044, 1345,1424,1425,1810, 1849,
1850, 1890, 2210, 2267,2858, 3264; Private
Members', 434,1946,2170,2976,2';)77,2978,
3305, 3309, 3456, 3(369, 3670, 3707, 3717 ;
Despatch of, 3888.
Case of John Madden, 549.
Case of Mr. T. F. McDonogh. 635.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 2864, 3415, 3419.
Charitable Institutions, 3501.
Chief Secretary's Estimates, 3439.
China Naval Contingent, 3504; Issue of
Medals, 3886.
Christmas find New Year Holidays, 3667.
City llolice Court Visitors Allowance, 3464.
Clerks in the Law Department, 3499.
Close of the Session, il947.
Coal Mines Bill, 431.
Coleraine Race-course Bill, 3635.
Commonwealth Bills, 268, 299.
Commonwealth Celebration.,; - Contractor's
Accounts, 135; Mr. Skinner's Catering, 164;
Purchase of Furniture and Refreshments at
Exhibition-building, 173; Medals for State
School Children, 243.
Commonwealth Hansa1'd, 299.
Commonwealth Postal and Telegraph Services, 267.
Commonwealth Public Service Salaries, 732.
Conservator of State Forests, 3521.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.1), 212.
Consolidated Revenue 13ill (No.2), 469.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1034.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2884.
Constitution Convention Bi1l, 27:~, 275, :374,
496, 579, 602, 605, 679, 760, 801, 841, 842,
2500,2574,2576,2587,2864.
Coronation of King Edward VII., 3957.
Cost of Commonwealth Celebrations, State
Pa:rliament Buildings, and Government
House Improvements, 2926.
Country Free Libraries, 346;~.
"Cup" Day Adjournment, 2412, 2414.
Death of the Empress Dowager of Germany,
607, 608, 7:34.
Death of Queen Victoria, l7, 270.
Deaths of Members-Mr. Anderson, 78; Mr.
Staughton. 1142; the Hon. J. A. Wallace,
M.L.C., 2084, 2086.
.
Demurrage Charges on Trucks, 1622.
Destruction of Food at Williamstown, 341.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897,
Amendment Bill, 274, 1372, 1376. 1377.
Education Act Amendmeut Bill, 2676, 2678,
2686, 269;~, 2701, 2705,2706, 2707, 2710,
2711, 2714, 2715, 2716. 2753, 2757, 2760,
2769, 2770, 2775, 2776, 2781, 2788, 3068,
3074,3929,3956.
Employers and Employes Act Amendment
Bill. 433.
Employment of Returned Victorian Soldiers,
293, 634, 768, 2365, 3668.
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A. J. (confinuecl)Era Graders, 3103, 3244.
Estimates, 999.
Eurack Estate, 1164.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
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1197, 1198.
Factories and Shops Acts-Magisterial Comments, :370; Additional Trades, 721, 722,
730, 1467 ; the Hon. J. H. Abbott, ::'ILL. C.,
881; Chairmen of Wages Boards, 1062 ;
'Wages Boards Determinations, 1246, 1525;
Printers Wages Board's Determination,
1421, 2920; Special Boards, 1866, 1867,
2:')00, 2404, 2405, 2406, 2408, 3254, ::!257 ,
:3258, ::>259, :i752; Millers Board, 3580;
Coachmakers Board, 2417.
Factories and Shops Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 300, 1498.
Factories and Shops Acts CommissionSlanders on Factory Girls, 170.
Fedeml and Victorian Parliaments Representation Bill, 18.
Federation Voters' Certificates, 636.
Fifth Victorian Contingent, 1864.
Fire Appliances for High Buildings. 1061.
Fire Prevention Inquiry Board, 1067.
Fi.sher v. J.'he Queen, 1592.
Friday ~ittil1gs, 3311.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 3683.
Further Contingent for South Africa, 3304.
Game Act, 33;,9.
Gippsland East Education Endowment
Reserves Revocation Bill, 248.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3956, 3108, 3115.
Government and :Municipal Debentures,
1524.
Government
Printing-office - Employes'
'Wages, 135.
Governor -Heception of, 3156, 3219: Address
to, 3304, 3585.
Governor's Instructions, 270.
Governor'·s Salary Further Reduction Act,
417.
House Estate and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill, 12M.
Imprisonment of an Aged vVoman at 'Ballarat,
2037.
Income Tax 'Bill, 3429, 3430.
Independent Order of Foresters, 1296.
Inter-State Commission Bill, 269.
Issue of Hawkers' Licences to Asiatics, 1713.
Leader of the Opposition, 26.
Libel on the King, 108, no, Ill, 112, 121,
122, 124, 177,244, 245, 554; Prosecutions,
298 ; Cablegram to Secretary of ~tate for
the Colonies, 177, 226, 271, 272; Correspondence, 270, 272.
Library Committee, 227, 234.
Licensing- Act-Payments to Municipalities,
372; Benana Arbitration Act, 2295.
Local Government Commission, 213.
Lieutenant-Governor-Sir John Madden's
Salaries, 372, 1620.
Lieutenl1nt-Governor's Speech, 26, 37, ~04,
205.
Life Assurance Companies, 1156.
Loans to Municipalities, 6:38.
Local Government Acts Further Amendment
Bill,433.
Locking the River Murray, 928.
Losses Caused by Storms, 2749, 2806.
Manee Tanks Act 1895 Further Amendment
Bill, 312.

::\11'. A. J. (continued)Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 1530,
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Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 469.
Meat :O;upervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,

954, 1754, 1889, 1921, 2539, 2605, 2606,
2607, ;)217.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
-Employes' Political Rights, 877.
Melbourne and ::\fetropolitn.n Board of V{ orks
Acts Amendment Bill, ;19;)8, 3945, 3946,
3947, 6936, :19£)7.
Melhourne and :Metropolitan Board of 'V orks
Expel1t1iture Validation Hill, 308.
Melbourne Harbor Trust - Representation
of Producing Interests, 32; Hours of Employes, 1990, 2095.
Melbourne ~ailors' Home Bill, 2189, 2829.
l\lelbourne University - Embe:zzlement of
Funds, 1300 ; lTinances, 3493, 3670 ; Granis,
3885; :Matriculation Entries and Fees,
3885.
Memhers-Leaye to give Evidence, 416.
Mildura Rates Amending Bill. 412.
Minimum 'Vage for Government Employes,
2842.
.
Minimum 'Vage in Public Contracts, 373.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1777, 1778, 1783, 1843, 18M;.
:Money Lenders Bill, a062.
Mooroopna Race-cour:::e Reserve Sale Rill,
1500.
Mossiface to Omeo Road. 2856.
l\loyston Court-house, 2417.
Mr. G. H. Jenkins, 265.
Mr. Morrison, P.M., 1714.
1\11'. G. Prout Webb's Positions, 3495, 3499.
l\funicipal Elections, 930.
MU~l~<:.ipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 2788,
3.3il/.

Municipal Rating (Improvements on Land)
Bill. 1EOO.
Munic'ipal Subsidy, 493,578.
Municipal U nification, I9~3.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 447, 451, 452.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celehrations
Expenditure Bill, 495, 1282, 1289, 1293,
1294.
Obellience to Speaker's Rulings, 668.
Offensive Remarks, 2422.
Old-age Pensions, 551, 1716; Instructions to
Magistrates, 166; Arrangements for Payments, 550; Deaths of Pensioners, 8i7;
Caneellations, 1202; at Footseray, 17661865.
Old-age Pensions Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
3751.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 1716,1767,1908, 1920,
2037, 2043, 2114, 2115, 2116, 2118, 2126,
2128, 2129, 2130, 2170, 2171, 2174, 2176,
2178, 2179, 2180, 2181, 2183, 2187, 2212,
2213, 2219, 2220, 2221, 2222, 2223, 2224,
2225, 2226, 2228, 2229, 2230, 2232, 2233,
2234, 22:~5, 2236, 2237, 2243, 2261, 2262,
2264, 2265, 2266, 2369, 2370, 2371, 2372,
2373, 2447, 2!48, 2451, 2452, 2453, 2455,
2456, 2457, 24,59, 2468, 2475, 2476, 2481,
2482, 2t85, 3246.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill (No.
1), 273, 1367.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill (No.
2), 1367, 1369, 1370, 1371.
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Mr. A. J. (contimtet:llParliament-building,:!, Spring-strcet, 29, 3747;
Agreement with .Commonwealth Government, 240, 548, 549; Completion of North
and South W iugs, 577.
Patent Office, 2407.
Payment of Public tlervants, lOS8, 1102, 1945,
28158.
Personal Explanations-The Hon. J. H.
Abbott, M.L.O., and the Factories and
Shops Act, 881 ; Appropriation Bill, 3667.
Police Department, l;;:H.
Post and Telegraph Officers' Salaries, 169,
732, 1420, 2672 ; Long :::leI' vice Increments,
169, 268, 1766; Oertificates for Promotion,
294; Overtime in Defence Department,
373, 1594; Promotion of Junior Officers,
800; Employment of Pensioners, 929, 1200 ;
Reclassification, 1158; Promotions in Clerical Division, 1714; Appointments in Ports
and Harbors Branch, 1765 ; :Mr. Cerutty's
Report, 3241, 3242, 3243.
Printers and Newspapers Act, 765.
Private Members' Business and Want of Con·
fidence in Ministers, 2976, 2977, 2978.
Property Acquisition Bill-Conference of
Premiers, 2803.
Public Service-State Employl.'s Transferred
to Commonwealth service, 166, 2672, 3241.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill (No. I),
963,974, 976.
rublic SeL'vice Acts Amendment Bill (No.2),
2501, :U90, 3191, 375a, ;:'758, 3764, 3772,
3778, 3783, 3784, 3786, 3788, 3789, 3790,
37!H, 3792,3794, 3938,3940, 3956.
Public Seryice Board, 1420, 3104.
Public and Bank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill,1227.
Public Holidays - - Newport
'Workshops
Employes, 3885.
Public 'Works Department-Dismissal of
Painters at Government House, 552, 553 ;
Inspectors' Examinations, 159:3, 2039;
Drainage of Moe and Koo-wee-rnp Swamps,
1715, 190;~; Wages at )[onlialloc Oreek,
2169, 2211 ; Purchase of Furniture, 2848 ;
Road Outting and Olearing at Foster, 3302
Erection and Renovation of Sta,te Schools,
3526; Roads for Orbostshire, 3527; ~enior
Messenger, 3584.
Puhlic Works Loan Application Bill, 3245,
3802, 3805, 3810, 3814, 3816, 3819, 3820.
Railway Oarriage Lighting, 415, 2:368.
Railway Oarria::;e Lighting OommitteeAllegations against Ollicers, 2300.
Railway Department-Sunday Trains, 31;
Mr. Mathieson's. Visit to Europe and
America, 29.3; Passes for Riflemen, 2038;
Suburban Fares; 20H9; J olimont Accident
Claims, 2169, 22J 0; Examination of Candidates, 2417 ; Oarriage of Grain, 3504, 3581 ;
Demurrage Charges on Railway Trucks,
3504; Increments, 363H, 3635.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3399, 3820,
3825, 3828, 3829.
Railway Loans-Interest and Expenses, 766.
Railway Management, 3580.
•
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
3829.
Railway School Excursions, 1464, 1657.
Railways Loan Bill, 1908, 30;;5, 3354, 3356.
Railways Standing Oommittee, 3447.
Reclassification of Shires, 177, 371, 492.
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Mr. A. J. (continuecl)Reclassification of Shires Bill, 633, 2168,
2927, 3244.
Reconstruction of the :Ministry, 3104.
«eduction of the Estimates, 2440
Reform of the State Parliament, )940.
Registration of Births Deaths and ~rarriages Act l!'urther Amendment Rill, ~083.
Registration of Brands Bill, 2802.
Restoration of Lapsed Bills, 248.
Royal Agricultural Show, 1204.
Salaries of Clerk and Olerk-Assistant of
Assembly, 3440, 3442, :1443.
Sala.ries of Speaker and Ohairman of Oommittees, 3425.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 273, 355, 392,396, J97, 400, 407, 410,
411, 3135, 3139, 316:3, 3168, 3171, 3184,
3186,3187, 3188, 31S0, 3028,3956.
Savings Banks Oommissioners-Adyances to
Coffee Pala.ces, a74.
Savings Banks Employ{'s, 3581.
Scaffolding 1nspection Bill. 374, 2368.
Seamen on the West Lothian, 762, 844.
Sessional Arrangements-Appointment of
Standing Committees, 227, 241, 274; Days
and Hours of Meeting, 274, 2672, 2674,
3851, 3951 ; Government Business, ::1584.
Sir Hector Macdonald, 1864, 1946.
South Ohannel, 1528.
S.S. l.Ionowai, 2210.
Sta.te Forests-Appointment of Oonservator,
7~
•
State Parliament House--Heating, 135, 136 ;
Accommodation of Members, 548, 2674;
Approaches, 551; Dampness of \Yoodwork,
555; Ulihealthy Condition of the Building,
1199. 2674; Furniture, 1637 ; Danger from
Fire, 2674.
State tlchool Teachers Bill, 2527, 2900, 2902,
2905, 2906, 2908, 2910, 2912, 29Hi, 3036,
3041, W46, Hu49, ~053, 3056, 3058, 3060,
312;5.3934.
Statuary at the Exhibition, 2608.
Stock Tax, 765, 879.
~nggested Adjournment of the House, 2041,
2042,2043.
~uggested Early Session in 1902, 3669, 388b
bupplementary Estimates, 1:35, 205, 210, 211,
212, 999.
Supply, 1:~i), 205,210, 211,212,466,999, 2883.
Supply of Farm Labourers, 2:-167, 2805, 3034.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 280ti, 2924, 3360.
Testing Batteries for Mining Districts, 1296.
Trade Ooupons AboIition Bill, 1820, 1947,2:U5.
Tramways Act 1890 Ex~ension (St. Kilda)
Bill, 3140, 3144, 3272, :~639, :)750, 3832.
Treasury Bonds Bill, 3245, 3:161.
Unclaimed Bank Balances. 3955.
Unemployed, 7], 248, 262; Registration in
country Di.::;tricts, 294; at Labour Bureau,
553; Railway Passes, 56:1, 566.
Vegetation Diseases Act, lS96 Amendment
Bill,2544.
Vermin Destruction Bill. lii87, 1741.
\Vant of Oonfidence in Ministers, 2925, 2928,
2936, 2980, 3010.
Warrnambool Land Bill, 2810.
\Vater Supply Expenditure Recoups, 1297.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3325.
'Vays and ~leans, 212, 4G9, 1034, 2884, 3636.
Wines Adulteration Act, 767, 871, 1059,
1114, 1129, 1294, 1966.
\Vomen's Suffrage Bill, ;)717,3719
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Penal Establishments -- Statement by Mr.
Prendergast re conveyance by train of
prisoners in prison clothes, 136; question
by Mr. McKenzie re inquiry into working
of Penal System, 1990; by Dr. Maloney 1'e
treatment of prisoncrs in Castlemaine gaol,
:~;)O;~; vote for Penal Establishments and.
Gaols discussed in Committee of Supply,
:H57; question by Mr. Prendergast (for
])r. Maloney) ?"e cost of maintaining gaols,
3580.
Pensions-Motion by Mr. Prendergast for
return of otficenl entitled to pensions,
agreed to, 2501; presentetl, ;3585. (See
Old·age Pensions Act.)
Pental Island Leases-Question by Mr. Tavel'·
ner re renewal of Pental Island leases,
297; subject discussed in Committee of
Supply, 3510.
Personal Explu.nations-By Mr. Murray, 248;
hy Mr. Staughton, 579; by, Mr. Peacock,
881; by Mr. Bennett, 1204; by Mr.
Kirton, 2040; by Mr. Stanley, 2293; by
Mr. Fotheringham, 2294, 2362; by Mr.
Gair, 2415; by Mr. 'Warde, 3245; by Mr.
Duffy, 3487; by Mr. Shiels, 3666; by Mr.
~adler, 3719.

Pompapiel Land Resumption Bill-Brought in
by )11'. Duggan and read first time, 1717 ;
second reading moved by Mr. Duggan,
1870; motion agreed to fmd. Bill passed
through remaining stages, 1870.
Port 1\'Ielbourne Loan Bill-Brought in by Mr.
~angster aud
read first time, 1621;
motion by Mr. Sangster that Bill he
treated as public Bill, agreed to, 2066;
second reading moved by Mr. Sangster,
2066; Bill read second time n.nd passed
through remaining stages, 2067.
Port Phillip-Question by )11'. A. Harris Te
depth aUlI width of Somh Channel, 1528.
Postal and Telegraph Department-Question hy
Lt. -Col. Reay as to status of officers in
the postal and telegraph service transferrell
to the Comlllonwealth, 169; by Mr. Duffy
1'e salaries of letter· carriers, H20.

Petitions-From T. F. McDonogh, 495; from
certain public servants in favor of payment
of salaries at shorter interYals, 1068; ?"e
amendment of Coal Mincs Bill, 1249;
against opening of Public Library, Mu·
seums, and Nationa.l Gallery on Sundays,
1524, 1596, 1637, 1716, 1767, 1811, 1863,
1906, 1991, 2040, 2084, 2097, 2168, 2298,
3104; from domestic workers of Victoria,
1622; from Co·operative Coupon Company
Limitcd, 1811, 1946; re line of railway
from 'Whitfield to Mahaikah, 1906; from
Charles Brown, trading as the Hull Value
Coupon Company, 1946 ; from Richard H.
Dowden, 2097; in favour of religious
instruction in State schools, 2468; fro111
Charles Rose, 2806; from ratepayers of the
united shire of Newham, 3749.
Police -Question by Mr. Keast ?"e extra pay of
police in connexion with Commonwealth
celebrations and departure of military
contingents, 295; by Mr. Prendergast re
salaries paid in police force, 494; by Mr.
McKenzie re ad. mission to police force of
returned soldiers between 25 and 30 years
of age, 681; by Mr. Hennessy re police
protection in the metropolitan area, 881 ;
motion by :Mr. 'Vilkins for appointment of
select committee to inquire into and
report upon the methods of promotion in
the Police Department, and the general
management of the department, 1320;
discussed, 13215; ncgatived, 1345; question
by Mr. Tucker re extra pay promised to
the police for work done in connexion with
the visit of the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall and York, 1903; question by Mr.
Prendergast, 3584: by Mr. Boyd ?"e com"
plaints against constables in West Mel·
bourne, 2:366; question of pa.y of police
employed as clerks discussed in Committee
of Supply, 3456; subject of retirement of
Chief Commissioner discussed in Committee
of Supply, 3457; question by Mr. White
re case of ex·detectiye Dowden, 3582.

Mr. G. M. (J.l1clboUT7ZC N01"th)
Alexandra Pa,rk Bill, 3844, 3845, :3848.
Aua,lyses of Foods and Drinks, 1295.
Appropriation Hill, 3636.
Budget, 167:3.
Case of 'Yalter Reynolds, 3412.
Chainmen's 'Vages, 3524.
Chief Secretary's Estimates, 3439.
China Naval Contingent, 3505.
Coal Mines Bill, 431, 1810, 1875,'1885, 1886,
1888, 3796, 3799.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3636.
Commonwealth Celehrations-Mr. Skinner's
Catering, 164; Railway Stand at Prince's·
bridge, 637, 734.
Conservator of State Forests, 3522.
Constitution Convention Bill, 2581, 2873.
Conveyance of Prisoners in Prison Clothes,
136.
Country Free Libraries, 3463.
Demurrage Charges on l~ailway Trucks, 1622,
3504, 3584, 2620.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897
AnlCndment BilL 1375, 1377.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2706, 2716,
2717, 2784, 3929.
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Am('ndment Bill, 3941, 3942, 3943, 394:4.
Employers and Employes Act Amendment
Bill, 246, 433.
Exemption from Jury Service, 3494.
Factories and Shops Acts-Magisterial Comments, 370; Printers Wages BO<Lrd Deter.
mination, 1421, 2882, 2920; Additional
Trades, 1465; Special Boards, 2408; Coach·
makers' Board, 2415.
Federal Referendum Certificates, 2788.
Fees for Affidavits, 3494.
Fire Prevention Inquiry Board, 1067.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 3680.
Game Act Amendment Bill, :3153.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3107, 3108, 3113,
3114, 3119, 3162, :3163.
Government Printing-office, 3499.
Justices Act Amendment Bill, 355.
Labourers' Earnings 011 Beech Forest Railway,
1528.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 1813.
Libel on the King, 124, ;339, 340.
Lieutenant·Governor, 339, 34(1; Sir John
Madden's Salaries, 1620.
Lieutenant·Governor's Speech, 52.
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Mr. G. M. (continued)Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1751, 1889, 1920, 2593, 2598, 2604, 2607,
3201,3202,3213,3945.
Melbourne ·and Geelong Corporations Acts
Amendment Bill, 247.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of 'Yorks
Expenditure Validation Bill, 307.
Melbourne ~ailors' Home Bill, 2821, 2825,
2826,2827, 3127, 3131, 3926.
Melbonrne Tramways-Municipalities' Power
to Purchase, 17ll>; fares, 2007.
Memsie Estate, 767.
Minimum Wage for Government Employes,
2845.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1783.
. )100rpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 1038, 1043, 1044.
Mossiface to Omeo Boad, 2854.
IHr. Morrison, P.M., 1423.
Mr. T. Prout \Vebb's Positions, 3495.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 33:'57,
3360.
Municipal Unification, 1928, 1937.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1288, 1293.
Old-age Pensions Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
3751.
Old-age Pension Appeals, 1944.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2009, 2121, 2123, 2129,
2138, 2141, 2142. 2143, 2170, 2171, 2172,
2176,2177, 2180,2182,2187,2188, 2229,
223a, 2235, 2238, 2260, 2263, 2264, 2371,
2:37 4, 2433, 2453, 2454, 2458.
'Opening of Public Library, Museum, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 1636.
Parliamentary amI Hansard Staffs, 2500,
2501.
Parliament Library, 3447 ; State Papers, 163,
238.
Pa8palum Dilatatum, 3252.
Patent-office, 3496.
Payment of Public Servants, 1084, 1090, 1103,
1945,2858, 3,163.
Penta.l lsland, 3517.
Police Department, 1333; Extra Pay during
R9yal Visit, 3584.
Port Melbourne Loan Bill, 2067.
l'rivate Members' Business, 640, 2977, 3308,
3719.
Public Service-Promotions of Junior Officers,
800, 801; Officers Entitled to Pensions,
2501; Mr. Cerutty's Report, 3241.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 967,
975, 3755, 3759, 3774, :3785, :3786, 379:3.
Public 'Yorks Loan Application Bill, 3809.
Public 'Vorks Tenders-Purchase of FUl'lliture, 2847.
Railway Department-Servants' Unions, 165 ;
Increase to Ten-years Employes, 468,2630 ;
Examination of Candidates, 765, 770, 2415 ;
Use of Trucks, 954:; Case of Porter Crosbie,
1424, 1596; "Twilighters'" Claims, 1424;
Labourers"Yages, 1905; CaseofJ. Cameron,
2297; Lower-paid Employes' Wages, 2630;
~ignalmen's Hours, 3302; Holidays and
Passes for Casual Hands, 3303, 3304; Case
of Richard T. Moran, 358:3; \Yheat and Coal
Freights, 3620; Increments, 363:3; Accidents
at Level Crossings, 3668;, Case of John
Howard, 3679; Signalmen's Pay, 3887.
Railway LOEtll liill, 3:355.
Railway Management, 3620.
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Mr. G. :\1. (continued)Railway Officers and Employes Hetiring Bill,
3831.
Railway Standing Committee, 3447.
l{eduction of Estimates of Expenditure,
• 3447.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Act Further Amendment Bill, 20n.
Removal of Sand from Sandritlgo Bend, 1715.
Salary of Clerk of Assembly, 3437, 3440,
3442, 3±4:~.
Salary of Clerk-Assistant of Assembly, 3441.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill,3190.
Seamen on the TVe.st Lothian, 7(H, 762, 844.
Sports Betting ~uppression Bill, 3919.
State Inebriate Institute, 2463.
State Parliament House-Telephones, 63!);
Furniture, 1637; Newspapers in Library,
8202; Ueading-room, 3447; Bill Files for
)Iembers, 39.3~.
State School Teachers Bill, 2901, 2904, 2911,
3123, 3125.
Sunday Duty at Pentridge, 3461.
Supplementary Estimates, 210, 211.
Supply of Farm Lahonrers, 2805, 3034.
Suspension of Standing Orders, 954.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1827, 1975,
1983,2325,23:34,2889.
Trades HEtll Council, 166, 213.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,
1791, 3142, 3145,3271, 3639,3840, 3841.
Unemployed, 70, 261.
University-Finances, 3673; Grants, 3885;
Matriculation Entries and Fees, 3S85.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Hill, 2543, 2544.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1742.
V oting Certificates, 267.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1294.

PRENDERGART,

Printing Committee-Appointed, 274; report
brought up, 3888.
Printers and Newspapers Act·-Question by Mr.
Ewen Cameron (Portla1ld), 1'e compliance
with Part II. of Act, 765, 878.
Produce, Export of-Question by Mr. Robinson,
re Victorian produce for the British \Var
Office, 31 ; by 111'. A. Harris, re treatmen~
of Victorian agricultural products in England, 2926; by 111'. Ewen Cameron (Portland), re accommodation for frozen produce
for export, :3104; by Mr, A. Harris, 1'e
united action with other :::ltates, with a view
to forwarding shipments of produce direct
to Glasgow, Liverpool, a.nd other seaports,
3581 ; llY Mr. Keogh, re increased accommodation for meat freezing, 3581; by Mr.
Grose, 1'e impro,-ed arrangements for cool
storage, 3955. (See Blltttr, Leather Indllstry, l'o7)a('co Ind718f1,y).
Property Acquisition (Federal) Bill-Question
by Sir J olm McIntyre, re conference of
Premiers and Federal Government respecting terlllS of Property Acquisition Bill,
2803.
Public Accounts, Committee of-Appointed,
274; report brought up, 3888.
Public and Bank Holidays Further Amendment
Bill-Brought in by :'11'. Robinson and read
first time, 246; secontl reading moved by
Mr. Robinson. 1225 ; debated, 1227; Bil
withdrawn, 1232.
Public Health. (See Health, Public.)
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Public Instruction-Questions by )1r. Vale re
promotion and retirement of teachers, 292 ;
by ~lr. Lawson 1'e payment of pensions to
teachers who were trainees at time of
passing of Abolition of Pensions Act, ISSI,
411 ; by Mr. Ewen Cameron (Portland) 1'e
delays in carrying out works on State
school buildings, 764; by Mr. l\iitchell re
manual training and cookery classes in
country schools, 1157; by Mr. McLeod
re repairs to State school buildings, 1298 ;
by Mr. \Vilkins re appointment of teachers
of manual training, 1524; motion by 1\11'.
Sadler for return of cost of changes proposed under the Government's educational
scheme, agreed to, 2672; question by Mr.
A. Harris re pension rights of certain
State school teachers, 2805; subject of
repairs to State school buildings discussed in
Committee of Supply, 3491,3526; question
by Mr. Langdon re new school at Appin,
3493; statement by :Mr. Ramsay re payment of caretakers of State schools, 3493;
question by 1\11'. E. D. Williams 1'e private
work by State school teachers, 3668;
by Mr. Lawson re manual training in State
schools, 3885.
Public Library, Museums, and National Gallery
-Motion by :Mr. O'Connor affirming that
the Public Library, Museums, a,nd National
Gallery should be open to the public on
Sundays, 1622; debated, 1625; debate
adjourned, 1637; subject discussed in
Committee of Supply, 3462.
Public Service-Questions by Dr. Maloney re
status of State employes transferred
to the Commonwealth service, 166; by
Mr. Tucker, 732; by Mr. Duffy, 2671; by
Mr. Prendergast, 3241; by Mr. Ramsay,
3241; by Mr. Tucker, 3242; by J1r. Mackinnon 1'e payment of increments, 168, 268 ; by
:afro J. W. Billson re payment for overtime
in connexion with Commonwealth celebrations, 212; re increases of salary of
higher officers in various departments,
212; question by Mr. JIethven re issue of
certificates for promotion of professional
officers, 294; statement by Lt. -Col. Heay
re payment of increments, 488; questions
by ~1r. Bent re deductions from salaries of
public servants for quarters, 870, 1299;
by Dr. Maloney re number of pensioners
employed, 929; question by Sir John
McIntyre (for Mr. Staughton) re case
of Mr. RobertFitzgerald, assistant clerk of
courts, 1062; motion by)lr. Prendergast
that all servants of the State be paid'
weekly, 1084; discussed, 1088; amendment by Sir John l\lcIntyre that the word
" weekly" be struck out with a view of inserting "fortnightly," 1097; debate adjourned, ll03; further adjourned, 1945;
question by Mr. Prendergast, 2858; question by Mr. Hennessy re claims to promotion of officers which had been overlooked
in the reclassification of the service, 1158;
by Dr. Malol,ey re appointment of pensioners, 1200; by Mr. Keast re appointment of Mr. :\lorrison. P ..:\!., as UnderSecretary, 1202; by Mr. Bent, 1418; by
Mr. Prendergast, 1423 ; by)1r. A. Harris,
1714 ; by Lt.-Col. Reay re promotions in
clerical division, 1714; by Mr. Smith re
appointment of fourth-class officer in Ports

Pu blic Service (continued).
and Harbors branch of Public W" orks department, 1765; by Mr. Mackinnon re long
service increments, 1766; by Mr. Bent 1'e
payment for overtime in the Audit-office,
1906 ; motion by Mr. Beazley affirming
that "no man in the Governmcnt employment should be paid less than 7s. per day~
except in individual cases for which special
reasons can be given," 2837; debated,
2841; negatived, 2846; motion by Mr.
Robinson for return re appeals against
recommendations of permanent head for
promotion (clerical diyision), agreed to~
3311 ; question by Mr. Sangster 1'e salaries
of junior messengers, 3498; question by Mr.
Methven re appointment of senior messenger in Public Works department, 3584.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill (No. I)
-Brought in by Mr. Bromley, and read a
first time, 246; statement by Mr. PremIergast, 800; by Mr. Peacock, 800; second
reading moved by Mr. Bennett, 960; debated, 963; motion for second reading
negati ved, 987.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill (No. 2)Brought in by Mr. Peacock, and read a
first time, 2501; Lieutenant-Governor's
message brought down and resolution for
an appropriation adopted, 3190-1; secCll1l1
reading moved by Mr. Peacock, 375:~;
Bill read secoud time, 3755; considered in
committee, 3755; third reading, 3794;
returned from Legislative Council with
amendments, 3925; amendments dealt
with, 3938-40; amendments recommended
by. the Governor agreed to, 3956.
Public Service Board - Question by Mr.
Bennett re continuance of Public Service
Board,. 1419; by Mr. Grose 1'e constitution
of the Board, 3104.
Public 'Yorks Department-Question by Mr.
Foster re method of appointing inspectors
of public works, 1593; by Mr. J. W.
Billson, 2039; statement by Mr. Bennett
re wages of workmen at Mordialloc Creek,
2168; by Mr. Tucker, 2168; by Lt.-Col.
Reay, 2169 ; by Mr. Peacock, 2169; question.
by Mr. Barbour, 22ll ; by Mr. Lazarus re
cost of Era graders, 3103 ; by Mr. Langdon,
re cost of work done by Era graders, 324t ;
by Mr. Prendergast (for Dr. Maloney) re
suspension of public works at Foster, 3302;
vote for public works and buildings discussed in committee of supply, 3525.
Public 'W orks Loan Application Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Peacock, and read first time,
3245; second reading moved by Mr. Peacock, 3802; debated, 3804; Bill read second
time, 3805 ; considered in committee, 3805 ;
third rea.ding, 3819; amendment after
third reading, 3819.
Queen Victoria, Death of - Motion by ~1r.
Peacock for transmission of an address to
His Majesty King Ed ward VII., expressing
sympathy at the death of Queen Victoria,
and congratulating His Majesty on his
accession to the throne, 17; seconded by
Mr. Irvine, and agreed to, 18; motion by
l\lr. Peacock for the adoption of an address
to the Lieutenant-Governor, requesting His
Excellency to forward the first-mentioned
address for presentation to the King, agreed
to, 18; acknowledgment of address, 270.
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Railway Department (continllecl)Queenscliff Land Resumption Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Duggan, anu read first time, 2097 ;
hy)lr. Taverner, 3581 ; vote for departLieutenant - Governor's message brought
ment disuussed in Committee of Supply,
down and resolution for appropriation
3540 ; motion by Mr. H. R. vVilliams to
adopted, 2169; second reading moved by
reduce the vote by £600, as an intimation
Mr. Dugga.n, 2538; Billl'ead second time,
that the salary of the acting commissioner
and passed through remaining stages,
should not be increased, 3543; debated,
2538.
3544; withdrawn, 3586; motion by Mr.
Rabbits- Question by Mr. Foster re suppression.
Bent to reduce vote by Is. as an intimaof rabbit pest on Crown lands in Gippsland
tion that the Railways Estimates should be
1!~ast, 1066; by Mr. Madden (for Dr.
reduced, 3586; debated, 3589; agreed to,
McInerney) 1-C cost of destroying rabbits
3634; question by Mr. Kirton1'e discussion
on Crown lands in the shire of :Mansfield,
on management of the department, 3580 ;
1421. .
by 1[1'. Prendergast (for Dr. Maloney) re
RailwayConstruction--Qllestions by Mr. Forrest
negotiations with ~lr. Kirkcaldie, of New
re construction of a, line from Forrest to BarSouth Wales, with respect to his appointramunga, 293; by Mr. Bent ?'e extension of
ment as a commissioner of rail ways, 3580 ;
St. Kilda line to Brighton via Elwood, 638 ;
by Sir John McIntyre, 3749; by Mr.
by Mr. Brown 1'e report of Railways
Smith re adoption of electric traction on
Standing Committee on proposed crosssuburban railways, 3584; by :Mr. Prendercountry railway, 799, 1201 ; by Dr. McIng1tst re accidents at level crossings, 3668 ;
erney re construction of line from Whitfield
Ly)[r. McKenzie ?'e burning off on railway
to Mahaikah, 1201 ; by Mr. A. Harris ?'e
reserves, 3669 ; by Dr. Maloney re offering
extension of N eedm railway, 1765; by 11r.
a bonus for an invention to prevent railVale re construction of Newtown to Pitfield
way accidents, 3886.
line, 1862. (See '1'ocu1nwal Railway, and
Emplo!Je!; - Question by Mr. Ewen
Whitfield to lIfaltctikah Railway; also,
Cameron
(Portland) rc employment
Parlictmentary Standing Committce on
of casual hands in country districts,
Railwctys. )
72; by Mr. Lawson re payment ,to
railway employes of 7s. per day after
Railway Department-Question by Mr. Murcompletion of ten years' service, 163; by
ray rp. visit of the late Commissioner of
1\1r. Prendergast re recognition by Deputy
Railways (Mr. Mathieson) to Europe and
Railways Commissioner of officers of unions
America, 209; by Mr. Langdon, 294; by
of railway servants, 165; statement by Mr.
Mr. Brown re expenditure on railway lines,
Prendergast, 213; by :Mr. Smith rc claims.
412; statement by Mr. Brown re manageof " twilighters " to pensions, 168; by Mr.
ment of department, 468 ; question by:;\1r.
Brown re bonuses paid to certain officers in
Brown re railway material and stores
connexion with Mr. Mathieson's trip to
purchased in 1900-1, 720; re railway
Europe, 208; by Mr. Keast rc work of
revenue acconnt, 721; by Mr. Bennett re
line repairers, 295 ; re dismissal of employes
system of renting refreshment-rooms, 733 ;
at Newport workshops, 296; question by
by 111'. Brown re interest and expenses on
Mr. Warde re register of employes, 297,
railway loans and advances to the depart414; motion by Mr. Bennet.t for ~ppoint
ment for stores suspense account, 766;
ment of select uommittee to inquire into
motion by Mr. Vale for appointment of
the case of vValter Reynolds, late chie f
select committee to inquire into and report upon the system of promotion in the
clerk, 331 ; discussed, :333 ; agreed to, 334 ;
motion by Sir John McIntyrp. that comRailway department and its general manmittee have leave to report minutes of
agement, financial and otherwise, 794;
evidence from time to time, agreed to, 374;
discussed, 796; agreed to, 798; motion by
Mr. Vale that committee have leave to
report of select committee brought up,
report minutes of evidence from time to
1865; questions by Mr. Bennett, 2297,
2924; motion by Mr. Bennett affirming
time, agreed to, 1300; progress "eport
that recommendations of select committee
brought up, 2858; motion by Mr. Brown
should be carried out, 3393; debated, 3398 ;
for return re Treasury payments and
negatived, 3429; statement by Mr. Prencredits, agreed to, 870; presented, 870;
question by Mr. Bent re architects'
dergast re payment to employ~s who had
charges for railway works, 1247; by Mr.
completed ten years of service, 468; motion
hy Mr. Methven for return ?-e vacancies in
Vale re erection of rolling mills, 1527;
by Mr. Bent rc claims in cOllnexion with
the department and munber of casual or
J olimont railway accident, 2169, 2211,
temporary employes, agreed to, 577;
2298; statement by Mr. Gail' re compenquestions by Mr. J. VV. Billson re paysation for railway accidents, 2420; by Mr.
ment of men employed 011 the CollingRamsay, 2420; question by Mr. Taverner
wood railway line for holidays during recent
re system of management of Railway defestivities, 6:36; by Mr. Bennettre appointpartment, 2459; by Mr. Holden re paymentofMr. J.A Robertson as Deputy Assisment by Commonwealth for services rentant Chief Traffic Manager, 767 ; statement
dered by station-masters acting as postby Mr. Prendergast, 770; statement by
masters, 2460; by Dr. Maloney re appointMr. Trenwith re motion given notice of by
ment of R..1.ilways commissioners, 2748:
)11'. Kirton re payment of overtime to railby Mr. Downward re contracts for Gippsway employes in connexion with the Comland cual, ~{2t(;; by Mr. ,T. vV. Mason,
monwealth fest.ivities, 799; question by
3583; allowance to department for carMr. Fink re case of Joseph Hall, 872;:
riage of grain at reduced rates, discussed
statement by Mr. Irvine, 874; questions
in Committee of t:;upply, 3502; question
by Dr. Maloney, 3886; by Mr. :::;mith re
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Railway Department (conth~ued)claims of "twilighters" to pensions on retirement from selTice, 8i8; by Mr. Prenderga.st, 1424; statement by ~ir. Trenwith,
1991; question by 1\1" r. 'lVarde, 2562; by
Mr. Ramsay 1'e case of Neil 011sen, 1067,
:~634; by ,Mr. Murray ?'e wages of exgangers appointed as fencers, 11;36; by Mr.
Sangster 1'e casual labourers at Spencerstreet, 1203; by Dr. :Ma10ney re hours of
work of milway employes during August,
1422; ?'e increase of wages of employes receiving 6s. per day, 1423; by Mr. Prenclergast rP- case of Porter Crosbie, 1224; by
Mr. Beazley re earnings of labourers on the
l~eech Forest line, 1527 ; motion by Mr.
Prendergast for papers in the case of Porter
Crosbie, agreed to, 1596 ; question by Mr.
Prendergast re wages paid to labourers on
W oomelang line, 190.3; by Mr. Prendergast (for Dr. ::\1aloney) re increased work
done by signalmen in connexion with Melbourne Cup traffic, 20:3[1; re employment
of lads in hlock recording at signal boxes,
2040; by ~rr. Grose (for Mr. :MitcheU) ?-e
number of trains running on Sundays and
the number of men employed, 2096; by
l\f r. Fotheringham 1-e scheme of reclassifi·
cation of railway employes, 2097; by?lfr.
Ewen Cameron (Portland) 2460; by Mr.
Brown 1-e punishment of employes in connexion withJ olimont raihmyaccidellt, 2211;
by Mr. \V arde as to recognition of services
of driver and fireman of the up tmin in the
Jolimont accident, 2296; by ~lr. Fotheringham 1'e pay of casual employes in Existting Lines Branch, 2297; by Mr. Prendergast re case of J. Cameron, fitter, 2297 ; by
Mr. Mackinnon, 3244; by Mr. Robinson
(for :VII'. Ewen Cameron (Portland) re clas,sification of acting clerks, 2629 j by Mr.
Prendergas t 1'e gi ving effect to proposals
agreed to by the House on 30th January, 1900,
.for the payment of wages fortnightly, and
increase of wages t,o permanent-way men
and porters, 2630 ; by }Ir. f:o)mith re hours
of signalmen at metropoli 1 an stations,2927;
by Mr. Ramsay re position of persons employed continuously since 1893 as day
labourers, 3244: by Mr. Prendergast 1'e
hours of signalmen at Canterbury and
Surrey Hills, 3302; re holiday and pass
privileges of casual hands, 3303, 3580; by
:Mr, Warde 1'e wages of carriage builders,
3489; motion by Mr. Prendergast for production of papers in the case of R. T.
Moran, late 10colllotiYe engine-driver,
agreed to, 3583; question by ~Jr. J.
Billson 1'e adoption of eight hours system,
3583; by Mr. Langdon re holidays and
overtime of engine-drivers and firemen,
3668; motion by 1\11'. Kirton affirming that
the eight hoUl's system should be observed
in the case of all railway employes who
work continuously more than eight hours
per day, 3674; debated, 3676; motion
:amended and agreed to, :3679; question by
Mr. Prendergast 1'e case of J ohn Howard,
3679 ; by ?Ill'. ::\Iackiunon (for )lr. Ramsay)
re :holiday at Newport worbhops on 26th
January, 3885; by Mr. Prendergast 1-e
wages of signalmen, 3887.
Examination and _'-,'el('('tion of Candidates
lor Empl()yment-~tatelllent hy Mr. Vale re
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Railway Department (continued)method of selecting candidates for employment in department, 340; subject discussed,
340-:348; question by Mr. Metlwen., 765;
statement by Mr. Methven, on motion for
adjournment of the House, j68; subject
rliscussed, 770-78:3; question by Mr.
Methven 1'e examination of rejected candidates, 928; questions by Mr. Robinson 1'e
examination of engine-cleaners, 3G9; by
Mr. Lawson re medical fees charged to
applicants for permanent employment,
1157; by Mr. Tucker re delay in informing applicants for employment of their rejection, 2296; statement hy Prendergast,
re alleged favoritism in the selection of
candidates for employment, 2415; by Mr.
Bromley 're preference given to ex-tramway employes applying for employment,
2417; by Mr. Gail' re engineering students,
2562; statement by Mr. Sadler re eyesight tests, 2875; subject discussed, 2876.
Exiliting Lines-Question by Mr. W. H.
Williams 1'e earnings of St. Kilda line, 370 ;
by Mr. Lawson re re-1aying of lines in the
Castlemaine district, 412; by Mr. Langdon (for Mr. Brown) 1'e cost of regrading
lines, 549, 633; by Mr. Bowser re gates at
crossings on Whitfield line, 6:37; by Mr.
Mackinnon (for Mr. W. H. 'Williams) re
revenue and working expenses of St. Kilda
line, 1526; motion by Mr. W. H. Vi7illiams
for return of cost of Flemington race-course
line and revenue thereon, agreed to, 1866 ;
presented,3393; question by Mr. Mitchellre
improvements at Bung Bong, 1989 ; motion
by Mr. Gail' for return of revenue on
Preston line, agreed to, 2806; presented,
3035.
Fires-Question by Mr. Keogh re expenditure in connexion with claims for compensation for damage by fire at Heyfield, 373 ; by
Mr. Bo~ser re precautions to prevent bush
fires arising from railway engine spa.rks,
3237; statement by Mr. Madden (on
motion for adjournment of the House) re
expediency of plant.ing a suitable grass
(paspaZwn dilatatum) by the department to
prevent the spread of fires by sparks from
eIlgines, :~246; subject discussed, 3248;
statement by Mr. Langdon, 3489 : subject
further discussed, 3490; statement by Mr.
Madden, 3530.

Freights ancl Fa1-es-Question hy Mr.
Bowser re freight on wine, 166 ; motion by
Mr. Langdon for return re local railway rates
on grain, agreed to, 316; question by Mr.
Langdon re return 579 ; return presented,
640; question by Mr. Smith re anomalies
suburban fares, 735; question by Mr.
Sadler re cheap fares for miners, 763; by
Dr. Maloney re reduction of fares on St.
KiMa line, 875; by Mr. Bowser re concessions to the fish protection societies,
927; by Mr. Ramsay (for Mr. Keast) re
reduction of suburban radius, 928 ; by Mr.
Bent 1-e cheap fares for workmen, 1062;
by 1IIr. Keast 1'e reduction of local rates on
Gembrook line, 1296; statement by Mr.
Kerr (on motion for adjournment of the
House) re extension of concession with respect to miners' tickets from 25 to 50 miles,
1301; subject discussed, 1302-7 ; question
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Railway Department (continued)by Mr. Kerr, 1865; motion by Mr. Prendergast for return 1'e demurrage charges
on railway trucks, agreed to, H;22; question by Mr. Prendergast, 3384; return
presented, 3674; question by Mr. Bent 1'e
revision of suburban railway fares, 1866,
2039, 2418, 2500; by Mr. Holden re weekend excursion's fares from stations within
!) miles of important centres, 2096; by Mr.
lJowsel're differential freight imposed by
New South \Vales on Victorian wine sent
by rail to Sydney, 2363; by Mr. Methven
re fares to northern suburbs, 2748 ; statement by Mr. Bent 1'e fares on Brighton
line, 823!); by Mr. A. A. Rillson 1'e freight
()n wool from Albury and \Y odonga, respectively, 3240, 3i57!) ; grain freights discussed in Committee of Supply, 3502;
,!uestion by :Mr, T,werner ?'e demurrage
charges on trucks, 388!) ; subject discussed,
3890.
Goods Jlraffic-Question by Mr. Holden
?'e method of checking and weighing prod uce
at \Villiamstown, ~43; motion by Mr.
Langdon for appointment of select committee to inquire into and report upon the
question of handling grain in bulk, agreed
to, 246: motion by ~Ir. Langdon that
committee have leave to report minutes of
evidence from time to time, agreed to, 374;
motion by Mr. Langdon for a message to the
Legislati\Te Qoullcil requesting that leave
l)e gIven to the Hon. '1'. Brunton and the
Hon. .J. Bell to give eddence before the
committee, agreed to, 495; announcement
'hy the Speaker, 555; question by Mr.
Langdon re delays in conveying, weighing,
and handling produce, 296; motion by
-Mr. Hennessy for return 1'e wheat carrietl
on North-Eastern and Goulbul'n Valley
lines, and revenue therefrom, agreed to,
·416 ; presented, 640.
Passel1ge1' Jlrafjie - Question hy Mr.
McKenzie re running Sunday trains without
theconsent of the Goyernorin Council, :n; by
Mr. W. H. \Villiams re sale of bath tickets
from Melbourne to St. Kilda, 721; by Mr.
Bailes re school excursions, 1247, 1418;
motion by Mr. Bailes affirming that the
refusal of the Acting Commissioner of Railways to run school excursion trains on 11th
November in country districts was not
justified, and that the Minister of Railways
requisit.ion the acting commissioner to
arrange for the running of such trains in
the future, 1460; discussed, 1464; withdra,vn, 1465 ; question by Mr. Lazarus re
running of picnic trains on certain holidays
outside the 20 miles radius of Melbourne,
1765; statement by 'Mr. H R. \Villiams re
passes for riflemen, 2038; by Mr. Peacock,
2038; question by Mr. Grose re cost of
railway passes granted to members of rifle
dubs attending annual matches, 2096; by
Mr. H. R. \Villiams re free passes to
.competitors in Victorian Rifle Association
.matches, 2363.
RollinU Stock-Motion hy )1r. Tucker for
appointment of select committee re railway
-carriage lighting, 414; agreed to, 415; motion by Mr. Tucker for minutes of evidence
taken before the select committee on railway carriage lighting, appointed on 22nd
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Railway Department (contin·l.led)August, 1900, agreed to, 579 j minutes of
eyidence presented, 579; progress report
brought up, 2209; sta.tement by Mr. Peacock,2368 ; committee's report hrought up,
3953; question by Dr. )1alolley 1'e selfacting handles to carriage doors, 733, 92!) ;
by l\Ir. Bailes ?'e "half-d.ecker" carriages
011 the Bendigo line, 12!)4; by Mr. Smith
1'e cast-off railway carriages, H}88; by nIl'.
McKenzie re supply of sheep and cattle
trucks, 2367; hy Mr. Ewell Cameron (PO/·tland) re supply of extra sheep trucks, 2631.
Station Accomrnorlat ion- Questions by 1\'11'.
Lawson re improvements at Castlemaine
station, 163, 877 ; by Mr. Bent re impl'o\'ements at Sandringham station, 1G8 ; hy l\Jr.
Warde ?'e shelter boxes for ticket coIl ectol's,
lOG8; by Mr. \Yhite 1'e new station at
Albert Park, 1246; by 1\1r. E. H. Cameron
1'e station improvements at Heales\'ille,
1246; by Mr. Bent ?'e clock at Flindersstreet station, 1529.
Railway Lands Acquisition Act-Question by
l\h. A. Harris re amendment of Act, 8iG ;
by Mr. Kerr ?'e money paid by trusts for
htnd required for railway purposes, 11!)!}.
Railway Loan Application Bill-Brought in hy
1\11-. Peacock, and read first time, 3393;
second reading moved. by 1\11'. Peacock,
3820; Bill read second time, 3820; considered in committee, 3820; third reading,
:~829.

Railway Loan Bill-Brought in by ~fr. Peacock,
n,nd read first time, 190)\; LieutenantGovernor's message brought down, and
resolution for appropriation adopted, 303J ;
second reading mo\red.. hy Mr. Peacock,
:~354; dehated, 3354; Bill read second..
time, 3356; considered in committee, 3356;
third reading, 3357.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring BillBrought in hy Mr. Tremnth, and read first
time, 3585; Governor's message hrought
down, and resolution for an appropriation
adopted, 3829; second reading moved by
Mr. 'l'renwith, 3829; debated, :~8H(); Bill
read second time, 3831; considered in COlllmittee, 3831; third reading, 3832.
RAMRAY, ~rr.

A. G. C. (Williamstown)
Acting Railways Commissioner, 3545.
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3908.
Buoyma.ker's Assistant, 3525.
China Na,val Contingent-Issue of Medals,
3886.
Constitution Convention Bill, 757.
Dockyard Foreman, :~525.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2684, 2711,
2776.2782.
Eight Hours System in the Railway Department, :~()78.
Estimates, 3446.
Fifth Victorian Contingent, 186H.
Lieutenallt-Governor's Speech, ().) .
Meat SupeI'\'ision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1752, 1925, 2589,2590.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of \Y orks
Acts Amendment Bill, 3B47.
Melbourne ~ailors' Home Bill, 3133.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebratiolls
Expenditure Bill, 1291.
Old· age Pensions Bill, 2054, 2186, 2473.
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RXMSAY, ~Ir. A. G. C. (continued)Payment of Public Servants, 1098.
l'olice Department, 1337.
I'u blic Holidays and Newport Workshops
Employes, 3885.
Public Servants Classification-Mr. Cerutty's
Report, 3241.
Public \Vorks Loan Application Bill, 3808.
Hailway Department-Examination of Candidates, 776; Eyesight Tests, 2876; Suburban
Hadius, 928; Case of Neil Ohlsen, 1067,
3634; ~uhurbanFares, 2420; Day La.bourers,
3244.
Hailway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill
3830, 3832.
'
Sa.lary of Clerk of Assembly, 3446.
~(wings Banks Act Further Amendment Bill
39;"5, 3188.
'
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3021.
!'-tl,lote ~t:hooICal"etakers, 349:~.
State School Teachers Bill, 2905.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2889, 2893.
Unamployed, 2.;8.
\rages of Seamen on Lady Loch, 3525.
\Vant of Confidence in ~linistel"s, 3004.
Warrnambool Land Bill, 2814.
Lt.-Col. ·W. T. (East BO'llrke Borough.s)
Advances to Local Bodies, 2:191.
Alexandra Park Bill, 3851.
Budget, 1473, 1691.
City Court Visitor's Allowance 3463.
Coal Mines Bill, 3796.
'
Commonwealth Postal and Telegraph Service
267.
'
('onservator of State Forests, 3521.
Constitution Convention Bill, 697, 2500 2577
2858.
'
,
"Cup" Day Adjournment, 2413.
Etlucation Act Amendment Bill, 2683, 2698,
2716, 2766, 2781, 3074.
.
Exported Proclu.:!ts Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1367.
Factories and Shops Act-Additional Trades
1466.
'
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, :3700.
Uame Act Amendment Bill, 3154.
({old Buyers Licensillg Bill, 3121.
House, Estate, and Financial Agents Licensing Bill, 1238.
Libel on the King, 13:3.
Lieu~enant-Governor's Speech, 63.
;".larme Act Further Amendment Bill. 2539.
:Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 469.
~Ieat ~upel'vision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1754, 1921,2597, 3215,3945.
~Ielbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2823, 2826.
~lunicipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1288, 1290.
Neglected Children's Department, 2926.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2027, 2119, 2126,2142,
2143, 2172, 2178, 2179, 2188, 2189, 2212,
2217, 2223, 22'10, 2234, 2235, 2237, 2251,
2259, 2264, 2266, 2267, 2368, '2371, 2376,
2453, 240";4, 2458, 2471, 2473, 2475, 2479,
2483, 2484.
Old-age Pensions Further Provision Bill (No.
2), 1369, 1371.
Overtime in Defence Department, 373.
Payinent of Public Servants, 1092.
Penal Estahlishments, 34;'57; Escape of Prisoners from Pentridge, 3457; Sunday Duty
of Wardelrs, 3459.

REAY,

"T.

REAY, Lt.-Col.
T. (continued)Proclal1lH,tion of Vaccination Districts, 2927.
Public Serviee-Post and Telegraph Officers'
Salaries, 16n; Increments, 46~; Promotions
in Clerical Division, 1714.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill (No.1) ..
976,980.
Public.:! Service Acts Amendment Bill (No.2), .
3763, 3767, 3771, 3779, 3790, :l939.
Public 'Yorks Department-Wages of \Yorkmen at Mordialloc Creek, 2169; Erection
and Renovation of State Schools, 3526.
Railway Department-Examination of Candidates, 774; Suburban Fares, 3619.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3826.
Railway Management, 3619.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiriug Bill,
:3831.
Heform of the State Parliament, 1941.
Registration of Births Deaths anel Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 20i6.
Salary of Clerk of Assembly, 3442, 3446.
~avings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 396, 3176, 3189, 3928.
Sports Betting Snppres.sion Rill, 3916.
State Inehriate Institute, 330.
State ~chool TeacherR Bill, 2898, 2899, 2902,
2909, 2911, 2918, 3057, 3059, 3060, 3125~
:3930.
Stock Tax, 843, 879.
Supplementa,l'Y Estimates, 211, 212.
Supply, 468.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1834, 1975"
1981, 2891.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,.
3750.
Unemployed, 251; Railway Passes, 562.
Univel'.·it.y Frauds, 3462.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2394, 2401, 2403.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
liill, 2543.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 3007.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3351,
:3352.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Bill, 3316.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 462, 463,465 •.
Wine Industry, 3537.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3309.
Refreshment Rooms Committee-Appointed,
274; motion by MI'. Brown that Committee·
have le1tve to sit on days on which the
House does not meet, agreed to, 3lO4.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act 1890 Further Amendment BillBrought in by Dr. Maloney, and read first
time, 247; second reading moved by Dr.
)Ialoney, 2067; debated, 2071; Bill rea<l
second time, 2080; considered in committee,
2080; third reading. 2084.
Returned Victorian Soldiers-Ques~ion by Mr.
Mackinnon?'e ret.urned Victorian soldiers
incapacitated from work, 768; statement by
Mr. Bent re case of Mr. Williams, 1529; •
question by Mr. Argyle re employment of
returned soldiers, 293; by Mr. Staughton"
633; hy :VII'. Langdon, 2365; by Mr.
Grose, 3668.
ROBl:\SON, 1Tr. ARTHUR {Dundas}
Beekeepers' Licences, 372.
Budget, 165:3.
Coal Mines Bill, 3799
Constitution COllvention Bill, 575, 580.
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Mr. ARTHUR (continned)Education Act Amendment Bill, 2775, 2777.
Electric Light and Power Act 1900 Amendment Bill, 246, 3941, 3942, 3943, 3944.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Hil~ 1140, 1191, 130~ 134~ 135~ 1361.
Federal Conventions Elections, 245.
Government and Municipal Debentures,
1523.
Hours of Meeting, 2672.
House, Estate, and Financial Agent's Licensing .Bill, 1238.
Justices Act Amendment Bill, 276, 315, 353.
Licensed Victuallel's' Trade Coupons, 1764.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 385.
Melbourne Tramway Fares, 2203.
Mount William Gold-field, 550.
Municipal Rating (Improvements on Land)
Bill, 247, 1791, 3707.
Municipal Unification, 1931.
'DId-age Pensions Bill, 2016,2175, 2383,2421,

ROBINSON,

242~.

Qpening of Public Library, Museums, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 16:30. ,
Public and Bank Holi<iays Law Amendment
Bill, 246, 1225, 1232.
Public Service Classification, 3311.
Railway Candidates Examination, 369.
,Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 399, 3138, 3165, 3180, :3190.
,state Forests, 3105.
State Parliament Honse-Temperature of
Assembly Chamber, 2672.
,Suggested Special Session in 1902 for Constitutional Heform, 3885.
"l'axing Master, 493.
'Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1979, 2319,
2333.
'Trusts Act Amendment Bill, 3711.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2389.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1382, 1719, 3928.
Victorian Produce for the British Waroffice, 31.
Waut of Confidence in Ministers, 2958.
Warrnambool Land Bill, 2815.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 464.
'Mr. J. T. (Grenville)
Coal Mines Bill, 428, 430.
Constitution Convention Bill, 648.
Education Act - Cost of Proposed New
Scheme, 2672.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2677, 2678,
2686, 2687, 2707, 2709, 2774, 2776, 2777,
2778, 2788, 3070, 3073.
Factories and Shops Act-Additional Trades,
1466.
.Further A ustralian Contingent for South
Africa, 3696, 3719.
Licensing Act Amendment Bill, 2387.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1772, 1843, 1846, 1868, 1869, 1870.
,Old-age Pensions Bill, 2222, 2236.
Personal Explanation, :3719.
Hailway Dep~trtment-·Examination of Candidates, 340; Eye sight Tests, 2875;
Miners' Tickets, 763, 1302.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,

:SADLER,

394.
State School Teachers Bill, 2514, 2899, 2907,
2909,2911,2913,2915,2920, 3049, 3061.
Sailors' Home.
, Bill.)

(See JJJelbollrne 8ailor.s' Home

(61)

Sand-Question by Mr. Prendergast re removal
of sand from 'Sandridge Bend, 1715.
St. Kilda, Representation of-Issue of writ for
election of Men; bel' in place of Sir George
Turner, who had accepted an office of profit
under the Crown, announced, 17; election
of Mr. \V. II. Williams announced, 17;
Mr. W. H. 'Williams introduceJ and
sworn, 17.
Mr. GEORGJ<~ (Port llfelbourne)
Alexandra Park Bill, 3846.
Bush 1!'ires and Railway Engine Sparks, 3250.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 3421.
Coal Mines Bill, 1810.
Death of Mr. Staughton, M.P., 1143.
Death of the Hon. J. A. 'Vallace, l\I.L.C.,
2085.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2770, 2i88.
Libel on the King, 132
Marine Act Enrtller Amendment Bill, 1871,
1873,3937.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1927.
Melbourne and 'fetropolitan Board ot Works
Expenditure Validation Bill. 309.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2643, 2829,
2832, 2833, :3127, 3128, :n:H, 3926.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 1042.
Ohl-age Pensions Bill, 2171,2176,2178, 2181,
2185, 2219, 2480, 2484.
Pa.~palwn Dilatatum, :3250.
Payment of Public Servants, 1097.
Police Department, 133.~.
Port Melbourne Loan Bill, 1621, 2066, 2067.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 97:>,
3780,3940.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3807.
ltailway Department-Examination of Candidates, 3 J5; Calual Employes at Spencerstreet, 1203; Eyesight Tests: 2877.
Reduction of the Estimates of Expenditure,

SANGSTER,

3a4.
Referencesto Previous Decisions ofthe House,
345.
Salary of Clerk of Assembly, 3444.
Salaries of Junior Messengers, 3498.
Sand Area Roads at Port Melhourne, 3523.
~eamen on the West Lothian, 760.
Shipwright Surveyor to the Marine Board,
3452.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3919.
State School Teachers Bill, 2917, 3047.
Suggested Adjournment of the House, 2042.
Warrnambool Land Bill, 2813.
Savings Banks-Question by Mr. Foster re
loans by Saving Banks Commissioners, :~74 ;
by Mr. A. HarriR ?'e allegell illegal charges
in connexion with loan to a farmer, 106:3 ;
by Mr. Duffy re method of appointing
employes of the saving banks, 3581.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill
-Brought in by Mr. Peacock and read
first time, 273; second reading moved by
Mr. Peacock, 355; debated 359; agreed
to, 366; Hill considered in committee.
891, 3135, :3163; third reading, 3189;
amendment after thit'd reading, 3190;
returned from Legislative Council with all
amendment, 3635 ; amendment disagreed
with, :3928; amendment recommended by
the Governor agreed to, 3956.
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Scaffolding Inspection Rill-Brought in by:Mr.
Peacock and read first time, a74 ; question
by 1\lr. Mackinnon, 2367; Bill discha.rged
from paper, 385l.
Seamen, Treatment of - Statement by 1\11'.
Sangster re treatment of seamen on
ship We.st Lothian, 760 ; by Mr. PrencIergaflt, 761 ; by Dr. Maloney, 762; by Mr.
Peacock, 762; further statement by Mr.
Prendergast, 844; hy Mr. Peacock, 844.
Session, Close of the-Statement by Mr. Peacock, 3947; by Sir John McIntyre, 3948;
by Mr. :McKenzie, 3949; by Mr. Bromley,
3949; by ~lr. Fotheringham, 3950; by
the Speaker, 3950; by Mr. Beazley, 3950.
Session, Next-Question by Mr. Smith j'e
holding of an early session next year,
3668, by Mr. Hobinson ?'e special session
of Parliament next year to discuss amendments in the Constitution, 3885.
Sessional Arrangements-Appointment of days
and hours of sitting, 274; motion by Mr.
Peacock that the House meet at two
o'clock on \Vednesday and Thursday for
the remainder of the session, 2672; debated, 2672; agreed to, 2676; motion l)y
1\11'. Peacock that for remainder of session
the House meet on Friday, 3:111 ; debated,
3:311; agreed to, 3312. (See Business,
Order of.)
Shepparton Agricultural Show-Question by
Mr. Brown ?'e adjournment of House in
consequence of Shepparton Agricultural
Show, 2066.
(Normanby)
Amendments on Motion to go into Committee
of Supply, 2866.
Appropriation Bill, 3666.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 3417.
Constitution .Convention Bill, 604, 679, 815.
Death of the HOll. J. A. Wallace, M.L.C.,

SHIELS, Mr. vVnLIAM

20~7.

Education Act Amendment Bill, 2676, 2678,
2765.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
3258, 326l.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 368l.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill,2637, 3106,3109,
3156, :3158.
Hours of :Meeting, 2672, 2674.
Library Committee, 227.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 368.
Municipalities' Advances Act Amendment
Bill, 445, 449.
Narrow-gauge Railways, 2565, 2566.
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 3746.
Personal Explanation, 3666.
Private Memhers' Business, 2Q77,331O, 3670.
Proposed Diversion of the Goulburn River,
3679.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3775,
3776.
Railway Loan Bill, 3354.
Railway Passes for the Unemployed, 566.
Reflection on the Prime ~inister of the Commonwealth, 177.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 3137, 3166, 3171, 3173, 3186.
Second Reading Speeches in Committee, 2678.
~tate Inebriate Institute, 3488.
State Parliament House-Accommodation of
Members, 2672; Danger of Fire, 2674.

SHIELS, )11'. \VILLIAM

(continued)-

Suggested Adjournment of the House, 2041.
Supply, 468.
.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda»
Bill, 3145, 3750, 3751.
Unused Roads Lea/sing Bill, 2395.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2977, 2980 ;
Reflections on Individual Ministers, 2982.
Warrnambool Land Bill, 2641, 280!l
Water Supply Loans Applieation Bill, 3324.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway. 2565, 2566.
'Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 435,462, 463.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3717.
Shires, Reclassification of-Question by Mr.
Brown re introduction of Bill for the
reclassification of shires, 177; by Mr.
Holden, 371, 492, 633; by Mr. :McKenzie,
2168; by Mr. Keogh, 2927, 3243.
Mr. THOMAS (Ememld Hill)
Advances to Local Bodies, 2489.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 3410.
Commonwealth Celebrations - Contractor's.
Accounts, 135.
Constitution Convention Bill, 603, 740.
" Cup" Day Adjournment, 2412.
Death of )11'. Anderson, M.P., 79.
Despatch of Business, 2066.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2771.
Electoral Registrars' Allowances,
1528,.
3453.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,.
2410.
Fire Appliances for High Buildings, 1061.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3112.
Libel on the King, 121, 132.
Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works
-Employes' Political Rights, 877.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Hill, 2820.
Minimum Wage for Government Employes,
2844.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations:.
Expenditure Bill, 1289.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2116, 2134, 2178, 2181,
2215,2263.
Payment of Public Servants, 1090.
Ports and Harbors Appointments, 1765.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3805.
Railway lJepartment-"Twilighters' "Claims,
168, 878; Cost of Carriages, 1988; Hours
of Signalmen at Metropolitan Stations~
2927; Electric Traction on Suburban Lines,
:~584, 3593; Increments, 3593; Fares, 731,

SMITH,

359:~.

Railway I,oan Application Bill, 3824.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment.
Bill, 398, 406, 318l.
State Inebriate Institute, 327.
State School Teachers Bill, 2916.
Suggested Early Session in 1902, 3668.
Trade Coupons AboliVon Bill, 1976, 1978,.
2328.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,.
384l.
Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill, 2543.
South Africa, 'Varin-Question by Mr. Ramsay re punishment of troopers of Fifth
Victorian Contingent in South Africa, 1863;
statement by Mr. Murray re purchase by
Imperial Government of oats and hay forSouth Africa, 2978; by Mr. Morrissey~
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South Africa, \Var in (continued)2979 ; question by Mr. Vale re offer of
further contingent for South Africa, 330i;
motion by )Ir. Vale that the HouRe
" regrets that the Federal Government has
declined to offer the Imperial Government
unasked, the services of an Australian contingent for South Africa," 3680; debated
by Mr. Prendergast, 2680; Mr. Shiels,
3681; Mr. Peacock, 3683; Mr. Murray,
3684; Dr. Maloney, 3689; Mr. McKenzie,
3694; ~Ir. Sadler, :3696; Mr. Deegan,
3696; Mr. Keogh, 3699; Lt. -Col. Hea,y,
3700; Mr. :Madden, :3702; Mr. Bowser,
3702; :Mr. Fotheringham, 3704; Mr.
McLeod, 3704; Mr. Ewen Cameron (Portland), :3805; motion amended and agreed
to, 3706; statement by Mr. Bowser r'e
despatch of contingent, 3958. (See Defence
Depar·tment; also, Returned Victorian
Soldiers. )
Sparrow Pest-Question by Mr. Levien ?'e legislation dealing with the sparrow pest, 1297.
The (:Ylr. F. C. Mason)-Hulings and
Statements ofAmendments-On Motions, 1097, 2565; in
Bills, 1374, 1869, 2324.2452. 2457, 3073,
3074; from Another Place, 2893,2894.
Amendments on Motion to go into Committee
of Supply, 2866, 2867, 3419.
Assassination of the President of the United
States, 1320, 1418.
Appointment of Officers of Parliament, 33.
Bills and Papers-Files for Members, 1908,
3958.
Bills-Private Members' Bills, 434,954, 3639,
3716, 3718; Objections to Second Reading,
953,954; Recommittal, 2322,2326; Limiting
Operation, 2370; Postponement, 2386; Third
Reading, 2457 ; Money Bills, 2459; ~ ew
Clauses without Notice, 3219, 3220, 3221,
3711; Distribution, :3708 ; Urgent Measure~,
3750; Questions after Third ]{eading, :~829 ;
Speeches after Third Reading, 391~, 3929;
Laid Aside, 3931.
Business-Order of, 2538, 2978; Private
Members', 2976, 2977. 3707.
Case of ·Walter Heynolds, 2864, 3419.
Close of the Session, 3950.
Commonwealth Hc£1tsard and Bills, 136, 496.
Death of Mr. Anderson, M.P., 78.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, 2086.
Death of the Empress Dowager of Germany,
639.
Debate- Offensive Expressions, 173, 2374,
2421, 3680, 3696, 3719; Reflections on the
Prime Minister, 176; References to LieutenaLl.t-Governor, 258, 338, 340, 1530; Heferenccs to Previous Decisions of the House,
337, 338, 345,2979; Members to Address
the Chair, 420, 668, 2444; New :Member's
Speech, 588; Interjections, 666, 667, 668,
880, 890, 2575; Obedience to Speaker's
Rulings, 668, 843,844; Debating Main Question on Mot.ion for Adjournment of Debate,
976, 1103, 1635, 194:~; Debating Amendments on tlecond. Reading, 1283 ; Debating
details on Second Reading, 1380, 3803 ; Irregular Discussion, 2066, 2386, 2864, 2866,
3673; Privileges of Premier and Leader of
Opposition, 2447 ; Speeches in Explanation,
2482; References to Proceedings in Committee, 2718; on Motion for Adjournment
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The (continue(l)of House, 2979; }Iembers not to Speak
Twiceonsame Question, 3215, 3840; Tedious
Repetitions, 3680; Referring to Member of
Legislative Council lJy Name, 3797.
Elections a,nd Qualifications Committee, 17.
Exhibition Trustees-Purchase of Furniture·
and Hefreshments, 170
Farewell to the Clerk, 3959.
Gippsland East Education Endowment Re·
serves Revocation Bill, 247.
Governor's Messages, 954.
Hearing Petitioners at the Bar of the House,.
1947, 19·18, 1949, 1988,.2314.
Leaving the Chair, 2042:
. Libel on the King, 112, 113, 117, 12:3, 125,
337, 338, 496.
Library Committee, 230, 232, 23"5, 239.
Lielltenant·Governor's Speech, 18.
Local Government Commission, 213.
Members-Oath of Allegiance, 1516; Resigna.·
tions, 1617; Leave to give Evidence, 416 ;
Leave to Speak Seated, 818; Sending
Circulars to, 2326.
:\iinillg Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1869.
Motions-By Leave, 235; ·Without Notice,
242, 415; Postponed, 435; Not Proceeded
with, 799, 1945; Not Seconded, 98i5, 1371,.
1372; Withdrawn, 1372; :lVloved in Absence of Originator, 2501; Objected to,
when ~Ioved Without Notice, 2977; for·
Adjournment of House to Discuss Questions
of Public Importance, 3246; for Production.
of Papers, 3679; Put Without Debate,
3841.
Mr. Gair, 2415.
Paspalum Dilatatum, 3491.
Pairs, 2294.
Parliament Buildings, Spring-street, 28, 30~
551, 3746, :~748.
Parliament Lihrary-Provision of Magazines
and Provincial Newspapers, 69; State
Papers, 69, 239, 3202.
Petitions-Time for Presentation, 1821.
Presentation of _-\.ddress in Reply, 270.
Presentation of Address to the Governor.
3585, 3670.
Private Bills Treated as Public Bills-Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further A mendmeut
Bill (~o. 2), 953, 1035; Hawthorn Loan
Bill, 1499; )Iaroopna Race-course Reserve
Sale Bill, 1499; Wangaratta Town Hall
Site Bill, 1499; Melbourne Sailors' Home
Bill, 2643; Coleraine Race-course Bill,
3753.
Putting Question a Second. Time, 232G.
Questions-Without Notice, 136, 213, 245,
843.844, lOG8, 2211, 2200, 2928; Repetitions,
55:~ ; Debating Answers, 730, 2298, 2462,
2805, 3104. 3242, 3488; Explanatory
Speeches, 722, 87:3, 928, 2364, 2366, 2367,
2368, 2415; Postponed, 998 ; Addressed to
Leader of Opposition. 2925; Anticipating
Ministerial Answers 2924; Debating Questions, 3238.
Hailways Standing Committee Act, 2565.
Refreshment Rooms Committee, 3104.
Hesignation of Members--Mr. McLean, Mr.
Best, Mr. Kennedy, MI'. McColl, Mr.
Mauger, Mr. ~almon, and Mr. 1. A. Isaacs,.
16-17.
Select Committees - Additional Members,.
798; Selections by Ballot, 1338, 1929.
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SPEAKER, The (continned)Sir Hector Macdonald, 1865,1906, 1946, 1974,
2037.2042.
State 'Parliament House-South Entrance,
163; Temperature, 298, 2675; Accoustie
Properties of Assembly Chamher, 415, 420 ;
Postal Facilities, 548; Hathdown-street
Frontage, 551; Telephones, 639; Unhealthy Condition of the Building, 1199,
2675; Furniture, 1637, 1811,2847; Danger
from Fire, 2675.
};nspension of Standing Orders. 954.
"Temporary Chairman of Committees, 17.
Tramways Act (i-;t. Kilda) Extension Bill,
1:{20.
'
Want of Confidence in ~:Iinisters, 2980, 2981';
Reflections on Individual Ministers, 2982;
Amendment on .Motion, 2986.
'Vithdrawal of Strangers, 122, 123.
:Speaker's Salary-l\lotion by Mr. 'Vilkins, in
Committee of Supply, for Reduction of
Speaker's Salary, 3430; debated, 3431;
withdrawn, 3439.
:SPEAKER, DEPUTY (:\,11'. W. D. Beazley)Rulings and Statements ofDehate-Limits of Second-reading Speeches.
:l60; Debating Main Question on Motion
for Adjournment, 1942, 1943; Irregular
Discussions, 204:2,204:3; Replying to Inter·
jections, 20.51; Interruptions, 2472; Debating Cognate Bill, 2315; Offensive Expressions,390:5; Motion for Adjournment
of the House, 2042; Amendments, 2471.
:Sports Betting Suppression Bill- Received
from Legislative Council, and read first
time, 3354; second reading moved by Mr.
Trenwith, 3914; debated, :3915; Bill read
second time, :{921; considered in committee, 3921; third reading, 3925.
Spring Vale Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Trenwith, and
read first time. 3752; second reading
moved by Mr. frenwith, 3913; debated,
3914; Bill read second time. and passed
through remaining stages, 3914.
-.standing Orders Committee-Appointed, 227.
:STA~LEY,

Mr. ROBERT (Ho1'8ham)
Adulteration of Beer, 2748.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
BilI,4:H.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2293, 2459.
P~rsonal Explanation. 229:~.
Railway Management, ~609.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2392.
Water Supply Loans Application Rill, 3331.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 458, 463.

:State School Teachers BiH-Brought in by Mr.
Gurr, and read first time, 1158; question by
Mr. Langdon, 2097 ; second reading moved
by Mr. Gun, 2309; debated, 2514; Bill
read second time, 25:n; Lieutenant·Gover·
nor's message brought down, and resolution
for an appropria tion adopted, 2897; Bill
,considered in committee, 2897, 3033; third
reading, 3123; amendments after third
reading, 312:3; returned from Legislative
Council with amendments, 3925; motion
hy Mr. Gurr that Bill be laid aside, 3930 ;
debated, 3930; amendment by Dr. Maloney

State School Teachers Bill (contimwd)- ,
that the House insist on disagreeing with
the Legislative Council'samenuments, 3933;
amendment carried, 3936.
State Forests-Questions by Mr. O'Neill re
appointment of Conservator of Forests, 70 ;
by Mr. Sterry re forest reserve near Bendigo, 1714; by Mr. Grose ?'e introduction
of Bill relating to management of State
forests and timber reserves, 2804, 3667; by
Mr. Robinson, 3105; by Mr. Grose Te
damage done by storms to Creswick State
forest, 2920; appointment of Conservator
of State forests discussed in Committee of
Supply, 3518.
State Parliament HOllse.
(See Parliament
HOZl8P;,

Exhil;ition-building.)

State Rights. (See Commonwealth Pa1"iiament.)
Statuary--Statement by Mr. ]jromley re purchase of statuary in Exhibition-building
gardens, 2607; subject discussed, 2608.
Statutes, Consolidation of-Question by Mr.
Duffy 1'e consolidation of Victorian statutes,
167.
STAU{lHTO~, ~fr.

S. T. (Bourke West)
Employment of Returned Victorian Soldiers,
6:33.
Exhihition Trustees-Purchase of Furniture
and Refreshments, ] 76.
Lihel on the King, 496, 553, 554.
Library Committee, 229.
Personal ]~xplanation, 579.
Parliament Buildings, Spring·street, 552,
579.
,
Wax Matches Sale Bill, 246.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 456.
(Death announced, and adjournment of the
House in consequence, 1142-:3.)

STAUGIITON, Captain S. T. (Bourke West).-Introduced and sworn, 1418.
Advances to Local Bodies, 2491.
Game Act Amendment Bill, 3155.
Old.age Pension; Bill, 2259.
Public 'Yorks Loan Application Bill, 3813.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2396.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1724.
STERRY, Mr. D. C. (Sandhur8t South)
Bendigo Land Sale Bill, 2314.
Forest Reserves, 1714.
Mining Boards-Labour Covenants, 10.39.
Mining Leases at Marong, 417.
Wines Adulteration Act, 767, 8il, 1059,
1061, 1103, 1957.
'StockandShare Brokers Licensing Bill-Brought,
in by Mr. O'Neill, and read first time, 247.
Stock Tax-Question by Dr. Maloney 1'e aholition of stoGk tax, 764; by Lt.-Col. Reay,
84:3; statements by Mr. Peacock, 879; by
Sir John McIntyre, 880.
Storms, Losses by-Question by Mr. Holden
1'e assistance to sufferers from storm!;, 2749;
by :\11'. Grose, 280.5.
Strangers, Withdrawal of - Directed by
the Speaker, 122.
Supply-I:-Iupplementary Estimates of Expenditure for 1900-1901 voted, 205-212;
Votes on Account passed, 212, 466, 2883 ;
Voting of Estimates of Expenditure for
1901-'2 proceeded with, 1692; Speaker
and Chairman of Committees, 3430 ; Clerk
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Supply (continued)'
of Legislative Assembly, 3440; Railways
Standing Committee, 3447; State Readin g- room, 3447 ; Electoral Registrars, 3451,
3453, 3455 ; Shipwright Surveyor to Marine
Board, 3452; Government Botanist, 3454;
Police, 3456; Penal Establishments, 3457 ;
Public Libraries and Museums, 3462; the
University Frauds, 2462; Education Department, 3491; Supreme Court. 3494;
Fees for Affidavits, 3494; Mr. T. Prout
Webb's Positions, 3495; Patents-office,
3496; Attorney - General's Department,
3497; Commissioner of Taxes, 3499; Government Printing-offiC'e, 3499; Charitable
Institutions, 3501; Carriage of Grain by
Railway Department, 3502; China Naval
Contingent, 3504; Lands Department,
3505; Public, Parks and Gardens, 3506;
Botanical and Domain Gardens, 3507;
Land Tax Act, 3507; Vermin Destrnction,
3509 ; Pental Island, 3510; Consen-;ator
of State Forests, :3518; Advances to Selectors, 3523; Chainmen's vVages, 3524;
Public Works Department, 3525; Erection
and Renovation of State Schools, :3526;
Roads for Orbost Shire, 3527; Mines Department, 3527; Boring for Gold, 3529 ~
Waterworks in Country Districts, 3529;
the grass Paspalum Dilatat1lm, 3530; Experimental Cultivation, 3531; Maffra Beet
Sugar Fa.ctory, 3536; Wine Industry,
35;)6; Tobacco Industry, 3537; Acting
Commissioner of Railways, 3540_
Surplus Revenue Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Peacock, and read first time, 2806; Lieutenant-Governor's message brought down
and resolution for an appropriation adopted,
2924; second reading moved by Mr. Peacock, 3360; debated, 3360; Bill read second time and passed through remaining
stages, 336l.
Survey and Construction of Roads BillBrought in by Mr. Duggan, and read first
time, 1767; Lieuteuant-Governor's message brought down and resolution for an
appropriation adopted, 2750; Bill dis·
charged from paper, 3219.
Swamp Lands - Question by Mr. Nichols re
scheme for draining Moe and Koo·wee·rup
Swamps, 1715; by Mr. Methven re report
by Professor Kernot on drainage of
swamps, 1903.
Talbot and Avoca, Representation of-Resigna·
tion of Mr. Carty Salmon announced, 16;
issue of writ for election of member in
place of Mr. Carty S3.lmon amlOunced, 17 ;
election of Mr. G. Mitchell announced,
17 ; Mr. Mitchell introduced and sworn,
73.
TAVERNER, Mr. J. vY. (Donald and Swan
Hill)
Advltnees to Local Bodies, 2496.
Budget, 1496.
" Duke of York" Shares, 1065.
EdtlCation Act Amendment Bill, 276l.
Eurack Estate, 1250.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment Bill,
940, 1310, 1353.
Fu,etories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
2406.
Glynwylln Water Supply, 3887.
SES. 1901.-e
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TAVERNER, Mr. J. W. (continued)House, Estate, and Financial Agents Licensing Bill, 1242.
Justices Act Amendment Bill, 350.
Licensing Act Amendment :Bill, 2386.
Manee vVater Supply, 1902.
Mildura Rates Amending Bill, 412.
Municipalities Advances Act Amendment
Bill,447.
Old-Age Pensions Bill, 2443.
Parliament Buildings, Spring street., 3747.
Paspalum Dilatatum, 3491.
Pental Island, 297, 3510, 3514.
Public and Bank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill, 1227.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3773.
Railway Carriage Lighting Committee's Report, 3955.
Railway Department-Management, 3601 ; by
an Acting Commissioner, 2459; Narrow·
gauge Lines, 2564, 2565; Manee Lines,
3601; Wheat Traffic, 3581; Demurrage
Charges on Railway Trucks, 3889.
Sale of Murray Fish in Close Season, 296.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment Bill,
399,410.
Supply of Farm Labourers, 2804.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2332.
Unused Roads Leasing Rill, 2390.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 2564, 2565.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill, 4M.
Taxing Master-Question by Mr. Robinson re
appointment of Taxing Master in the
Supreme Court, 493.
Tobacco Industry-Question by Mr. Bowser
?'e tobacco leaf exported, 3239; state of
tobacco industry discussed in Committee of
Supply, 35:57.
Tobacco Restrictions Bill-Brought in by
Mr. O'Neill and read first time, 247.
Tocsin Newspaper. (See King Edward VII.)
Tocumwal Railway-Motion by Mr. Trenwith
referring to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways ?'e question of connecting Tocumwal by means of a railway with
the existing railway system, agreed to
3319·20.
'
Tolmie, Railway Communication with. (See
Parliamentary Standing Oommittee on
Railways.)
TOUTCHER, Mr. R. F. (Ararat)
Acting Railways Commis~Jioner, 3545, 3607.
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3904,
39U.
Advances to Local Bodies, 2496.
Advances Under Mining Development Acts,
1202, 1248, 1249.
Ararat Waterworks, 3529.
Budget, 1648.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 334,3427.
Constitution Convention Bill, 517.
" Cup" Day Adjournment, 2413.
Education Act Amendment Bill. 2784.
Eurack Estate, 1274,
Exported Products, 3536.
Lieutenant·Governor's Speech, 204, 205.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill
1780, 1844, 1870.
'
Mount vY'illiam Gold-field Water Supply,
721, 1201.
Moyston Court House, 2416.
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TOUTCHER, Mr. R. F. (continued)Old-age Pensions Bill, 2012, 2128, 2140,
2188, 2219, 2221, 2223, 2224, 2225, 2229,
2230,2231, 2233, 2234, 2370, 2447, 2452.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 976,
977,3769,
Railway Candidates' Examination, 342.
Railway Management, 3607.
Sa.vings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 394, 405.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3924.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1978, 2327.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3334.
Wine Industry, 3536.
Trade Coupons-Question by Mr. Robinson
re issue of coupons by licensed victuallers,
1764.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill-Brought in by
Mr. McGregor and read first time, 334;
second reading moved by Mr. McGregor,
1814; debated, 1820; Bill read second
time, 1835; statement by Mr. Tucker re
taking evidence of Full Value Coupon
Company at the bar of the House, 1946;
ruling by the Speaker, 1947, 1949; Bill
considered in Committee, 1974; motion by
Mr. Tucker that the Bill be re-committed,
2314; debated, 2:315; negatived, 2326;
third reading, 2327; a.mendments after
third reading, 2327-36; returned from
Legislati ve Council with amendments,
2788; amendments dealt with, 2884-97
Tramways Act Extension {St. Kilda) BillBrought in by Mr Bent, 1320; certificate
from the Clerk that Bill is identical with
the Bill as last agreed to by the Assembly,
1320; motion by Mr. Bent that the Bill be
advanced through all its stages up to the
consideration of the Bill in committee,
agreed to, 1320; Bill read first and second
time, and committed pro forma, 1320;
considered in committee, 1789; question
by Mr. Bent, 1945: Bill further considered
in committee, 3139; third reading moved
by Mr. Bent, 3271; debated, 3271; debate adjourned, 3273; further adjourned,
3639; question by Mr. Bent re resumption
of debate, 3750; subject discussed, 3750;
debate resumed, 3832; Bill read third
time, 3841; amendment after lhird reading, 3841.
Trea.sury Bonds Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Peacock and read first time, 3245; second
reading moved by Mr. Peacock, 3361; Bill
read second time and passed through
remaining stages, 3361.
TRENWITH, Mr. W. A., Chief Secretary and
Minister of Railways (Richmond)
Acting Railways Commissioner, 3547, 3549.
Acting Railwa.ys Commissioner Bill, 3393,
3891,3913.
Appropriation Bill, 3636.
Bush Fires and Railway Engine Sparks,
3238, 3252.
Case of Walter Reynolds, 333, 2297, 2864,
2924, 3398, 3419, 3420.
Census, 875.
Chief Secretary's Estimates, 3438, 3464.
Coal Creek Mine Dispute, 298.
Colac and Beech Forest Railway Construction
Act 1898 Amendment Bill, 3491,3635,3636.

TRENWITH, Mr. ·W. A. (continued)Commonwealth Constitution Bill Referendums, 300.
Conciliation a.nd Arbitration Dill, 273.
Constitution Convention Bill, 665, 2870.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2691.
Eight Hours System in the Railwa.y Department, 434, 4;~5, 358:3, 3676, 3678.
Electoral Regist rars, :3453 ; Allowances, 1528.
Electoral Rolls-Non-residential Elector'3 for
Melbourne East, 370.
Electric Traction on Suburban Railways,
3584.
Employers and Employes Act Further Continuation Bill, 2676, 3320.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1190, 1:346.
Factories and Shops Acts Commission, 1907.
Fairfield Railway Accident-Claim of Mr.
Clarke, 210.
Government Botanist, 3454.
Legislative Assembly Elections (Voting) Bill,
300.
Libel on the King, 120.
Library Committee, 230, 233.
Licensing Acts-Tied Houses, 1989; Amendment, 32:39.
Lunatic Aslums-Inquiry into Management,
492; Attendants' Examinations, 1593; Reforms, 3104.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 1873.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2647.
Melbourne Tramway Fares, 2200.
Mr. Morrison, P.M., 1423-Appointment as
Under-Secretary, 1202, 1299, 1419.
Mr. Wilkins, 3220.
N egleeted Children's Department, 2926.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2137.
Opening of Public Library, Museums, and
National Gallery on Sundays, 1635, :3462.
Pa8palum Dilatatum, 3238, 3252.
Payment of Public Servants, 1094.
Penal Establishments, 1990, 3460; Treatment of Prisoners in Castlemaine G8.01,
3303; Escape of Prisoners from Pentridge,
3460; Warders' Sunday Duty, 3460; Cost
of Maintaining Gaols, :~580.
Personal Explanation, 3419.
Police Department, 1325.
Police-Holidays and Overtime Pay, ·295;
Grades and Pay, 495; Protection in the
Metropolitan Area, 881; Extra. Pay during
Royal Visit, 1903, 3584; Complaints againsi
Constables in West Melbourne, 2366 ; Chief
Commissioner, 3457 ; Case of ex-Detective
Dowden, 3583.
Private Members' Business, 3718.
Proclamation of Vaccination Districts, 2927.
Public Service-Increments, 212; State employes transferred to Commonwealth service, 346; Overtime in Audit-office, 1906.
Public Service Acts Amendment BilI, 973,
3760.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3814,
3815,3818.
Railway Construction-Forrest to Barramunga, 294; MelbournetoCollingwood, 374;
Capital Expenditure, 412; St. Kilda via
Elwood to Brighton, 638; Cross·country
Lines, 799 ; Lines Constructed and Compensation Paid for Land since 1893, 1199 ; Whit~
field to Mahaikah, 1201, 2562, 2567, 3264,
3271 ; N eerim Extension, 1765 ; Newtown
and Pitfield, 1862; Tocumwal, 3319.
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Mr. W. A. (continued)Railway Department -- Sunday Trains, 32;
Casual Employes, 72, 1203, 3628; Employes
Wages, 163, 142~~, 2297, 2630; Castlemaine
Station, 163, 877 ; Railway Servants Union,
165 ; Freight on Wine, 166, 2363; Sanclringham Station, 168; "Twilighters'" Claims,
168, 878, 1424, 1988, 1991, 2562; Weighing
Produce at Williamstown, 243; Line Repairers, 295; Discharge of Employes at Newport
'Workshops, 296; Delays in the Grain Traffic,
296 ; Register of Employes, 297 ; Examination of Candidates, 347, 370, 765, 781, 928,
2296,2418 ; Cost of HeyfieldFireCases, 373 ;
Collingwood Line, 374; RevenueandExpenditure of St. Kilda Line, 370, 1526; Relaying
Lines inCastlemaineDistrict, 412; Register
of Rates of Pay, 414; Vacancies,577; Local
GrainRates, 579,640; Regrading Lines,633;
Employment of Returned Soldiers, 634, 2360;
Crossings on 'Whitfield Railway, 6H7; Commonwealth Celebrations Stand at Prince'sbridge, 637, 734; Carriage of Wheat on
North-Eastern and Goulburn Valley Lines,
640; Commonwealth Holidays and Overtime
Pay, 637, 799; Material and Stores, 720;
Revenue Account, 721; St. Kilda Bath
Tickets, 721, 875; Suburban Fares, 731,928,
2749; Refreshment-rooms,. 7:l3; Carriagedoor Handles, 734, 929; Miners'Tickets,
763, 1306, 1865; Deputy Assistant Traffic
Manager, 767; Treasury Payments and
Credits, 870; Case of Joseph Hall, 873,
3886; Concession to Fish Protection Societies,
927; Re-examination of Rej ected Candidates,
928; Workmen's Fares, 1062; Case of Neil
Ohlsen, 1067; Shelter Boxes for Ticket
Collectors, 1068 ; Wages of ex-Gangers
Acting as Fencers, llfi6; Applicants'Medical
Fees, 1157; Albert Park Station, 1246;
Healesville Station Improvements, 1247;
Architect's Charges for Works, 1247; School
Excursions, 1247, 1418; "Half-decker"
Carriages, 1295; Gembrook Rates, 1296;
orking .Hours of Employes, 1422 ; Case of
Porter Crosbie, 1424; Proposed Government Rolling Mills, 1527 ; Labourer's Earnings on Beech Forest Railway, 1527 ; Clock
at Flinders-street Station, 1529; Labourers'
\Vages, 1905; Cost of Carriages, 1989;
Improvements at Bung Bong, 1989 ; Signalmen's Overtime, 2039, 2040; Employing
Lads at Block-recording, 2040; Passes to
Riflemen, 2096, 2364; Sunday Work, 2096;
"Veek-end Excursion Fares, 2097; Recognition of Actiollof Employes in Jolimont Accident, 2296; Case of J. Cameron. 2297, 3244;
Jolimont Accident Compensation Claims,
2298; Sheep and Cattle Trucks, 2367, 2631;
Ex-tramway Employes in the Department,
2418; Stationmasters as Postmasters, 2460 ;
Engineering Students, 2562; Acting Clerks,
2630, Eyesight Tests, 2880; Hours of Signalmen, 2927, 3303 ; Wool Traffic from Albury
and W odonga, 3240, 3579 ; Coal Contracts,
3240, 3583; Day Labourers, 3244; Holidays
and Passes for Casual Hands, 3304, 3580;
Carriage-builders'Wages, 3489; Grain Rates,
3552; Case of Richard T. Moran, 3583;
Demurrage Charges, 3584,3890; Increments,
3628,3633; Engine-drivers' and Firemen's
Holidays, :3668; Accidents at Level Crossings, 3668; Burning Off in Railway Reserves, 3669; Signalmen's Pay, 3887.

TRENWITH,
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Mr. W. A. (continued)Railway Lands Acquisition Act, 876.
Hailway Loan Application Bill, 3822, 3824,
3827, 3828.
Railway Management- By Commissioners,
796,2459, 2748,3628; Narrow-gauge Lines,
2567; Negotiations with Mr. Kirkcaldie,
3580, 3749.
Railway Officers and Employes Retiring Bill,
3585, 3829~ 3832.
Re-classification of Railway Employes, 2097,
2460.
Reduction of Estimates, 3455.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages
Act Further Amendment Bill, 2081.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees, 34H1.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3914, 3921,
3924, 3925.
Spring Vale Cemetery Hailway Construction
Bill, 3752, 3913, 3914.
State Inebriate Institute, 325, 328,' 1904,
2461, 2465, 3487.
State Parliament House-Draughts from
South Entrance, 1199.
State Parliament l,ibrary, 3449.
1'edious Repetitions, 3818.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1824.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,
1790, ;;832.
Unemployed, 72; Railway Passes to, 565.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2:398.
Vaccination Act-Prosecutions, 1065.
Voting Certificates, 267.
Want of Confidence in Ministers, 2980.
vVater Power for Parliament House, Springstreet, 3451.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Bill, 3316,
3317,3319, 3951.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3308, 3718.

TRENWITH,

Trusts Act Amendment Bill-Drought in by
Mr. Duffy and read first time, 1906;
,second reading moved by Mr. Duffy, 3707 ;
debated, 3708 ; Bill read second time and
passed through committee, 3711; third
reading, 3711; amendments after third
reading, 3711; returned from Legislative
Council with an amendment, 3938 ; amendment agreed with,3938.

Mr. J. B. (Melbour'ite South)
Appropriation Bill, 3637.
Chief Secretary's Estimates, 3438.
Classification of Public Servants - Mr.
Cerutty's Report, 3242.
Coal Mines Bill, 37!:19.
Commonwealth Hansard and Bills, 299.
Constitution Convention Bill, 2869.
Contracts for Iron Pipes, 681.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897
Amendment Bill, 1374.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2679, 2712,
2772, 3929.
Electoral Registrars, 3451.
Extra Pay to Police, 1903.
Game Act Amendment Bill, 3151.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3120.
House, Estate, and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill, 1243.
Libel on the King, 130.
Library Committee, 237.
Marriage Act Further Amendment Bill, 388.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 1873.

TUCKER,
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Mr. J. B. (continued)Melbourne Harbor
Trust -- Hours of
Employes, 1989, 2 0 9 5 . 1 · ~2J ;~~
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2650, 2831.
Moorpanyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill eNo. 2), 1040.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1292.
.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2010, 2134, 2143, 2183,
2184, 2185, 2214, 2260, 2:372, 2454.
Payment of Public Servants, lIOI.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3767,
3783,3787.
Railway Carriage Lighting Committee, 579 ;
Allegations against Officers, 2299, 2309;
Report brought up, 3955.
Railway Department--Examinations of A pplicants for Vacancies, 2296 ; Eye-sight Tests,
2879; Holidays and Passes for Casual
Employes, 3625; Wages of Casual Hands,
3626.
Salaries of Commonwealth Employes, 732.
State Parliament Buildings, 51)1.
State School Teachers Bill, 3048, 3058.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1946, 1948,
1949, 1988,2314, 2896.
Unemployed, 261.
Wages of Workmen at Mordialloc Creek,
2168.

TUCKER,

Under-Secretary, Appointment of--Question by
Mr. Keast, 1202; by Mr. Boyd, 1299.
Unemployed, The-Question by Mr. Bromley
re finding employment for unemployed, 69;
statement by Mr. Prendergast, 70; by Mr.
Peacock, 70; subject discussed, 249, 264 ;
question by Mr. Grose re registration of
unemployed in country districts, 294; by
Mr. Smith re engagement and dismissal of
painters working upon public buildings,
552; by Mr. Grose re recognition of
registrations for employment at the Labour
Bureau by the Railway department, 553;
statement by Mr. Kirton (on motion for
adjournment of the House) re method of
issuing railway passes to the unemployed,
555; subject discussed, 557, 566.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill- LieutenantGovernor's Message brought down and
• resolution for an appropriation adopted
954; Bill brought in and read first time:
954; second reading moved by Mr. O'Neill,
954; debated, 2387; agreed to, 2388; Bill
considered in committee, 2388; progress
reported, 2404.
United States, President of, Assassination ofMotion by Mr. Peacock expressing abhorrence at the attempt to assassinate the
President of the United States, sympathy
with Mr. and Mrs. McKinley and the American nation, and a fervent hope that the life
of the President might be saved, 1245;
seconded by Mr. McKenzie, 1245; agreed
to, 1245; motion by Mr. Peacock for
adoption of an address to the LieutenantGovernor, requesting His Excellency to
forward the resolution for transmission to
the Vice-President of the United States,
agreed to, 1245; intimation from Lieutenant-Governor that resolution had been
transmitted by cable, 1320; motion by Mr.
Peacock for adoption of joint resolution
lamenting the death of President McKinley,

United States, President of-Assassination of
( continued)and expressing sympathy with the American nation, 1:391; seconded by Mr. Irvine,
1391; agreed to, 1392; motion by Mr.
Peacock for adoption of an address to the
Lieutenant-Governor requesting His Excellency to forward the resolution for
transmission to the Government of the
United States, agreed to, 1392; intimation
by Lieutenant-Governor that resolution had
been transmitteu, 1418 ; acknowledgement of receipt of resolution, 2750.
University Act Amendment Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Bent and read first time, 1944.
University of Melbourne-Question by Mr.
Duffy re embezzlement of University funds,
1300; by Mr. Bent re placing the University under the control of the Minister of
Public Instruction, 1525; statement by Lt.Col. Reay in Committee of Supply re frauds
at University, :3462; by Mr. Peacock re
finances of University, 3670; subject discussed, 3672; question by Mr. Prendergast
1'e grants to the University and number of
students, 3885; re fees and entries for
matriculation examinations, 3885.
Vaccination Act-Question by Mr. Foster re
prosecutions under Act in remote districts,
1064; by Lt -Col. Reay Te proclamation of
vaccination districts, 2927.
Mr. R. T. (Ballarat We.st)
Accommodation of Commonwealth Public
Service, 636.
Acting Railways Commissioner, 3548.
Alexandra Park Bill, 3849.
Appropriation Bill, 3637, 3638.
Ballarat Art Gallery, 3463.
Coal Mines Bill, :3798.
Constitution Convention Bill, 912, 2868.
Council of Agricultural Education, 3516.
Country Free Libraries, 346:3.
Country Parks and Gardens Grants, 3506.
Chief Secretary's Estimates, :3438.
Death of the Hon. J. A. Wallace, 2085.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2751,2757,
2762, 2764, 2775, 2778, 2780, 2782, 2787,
2788,3062.
Federal Hansard and Bills, 136 .
]l'ees for Affidavits, 3494.
Further Australian Contingent for South
Africa, 3304, 3680, 3706.
Government Expenditure on Daily N ewspapers, 417.
Land Classification, 350S.
Land Tax, 3508.
Lambert v. Theissen,2928, 3034, 3239.
.
Licensing Act Amendment Bill, 2387.
Lieutenant-Governor-Sir John Madden's
Salaries, 1621.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 73.
Mines Department-Leases at Marong, 422 ;
Geological Branch, 3527 ; Plans of Mines, '
3528; Boring, :3529.
Mining Development Act Amendment Bill,
1774.
Mining Law Reform, 3527.
Municipal Overdrafts Indemnity Bill. 3357.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
2589, 2594, 2597.
.
Mount vVarrenheip Timber Reserve-Sale of
Dead Trees, 169.

VALE,
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Mr. R. T. (continued)Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1285, 1288.
Newtown and Pitfield Railway, 1862.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2044, 2115, 2141,
2142, 2143, 2183, 2212, 2243, 2257, 2262,
2371, 2445, 2458.
Opening of Public Library, Museums, awl
National Gallery on Sundays, 1635.
Private Members' Business, :~:;06.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3804.
Railway Department-Passes for Miners, 72 ;
Examination of Candidates, 340, 779;
Passes for Unemployed, 558 ; Miners'
Tickets, 1303; Proposed Rolling Mills,
1527; Narrow-gauge Lines 2567; Carriage of Grain, 350;~; Fares and :Freights,
;~597 ; Promotions, 3597.
Railway Loan Application Bill, :i829.
l~ailway Management, 794, 797, 3540, 3548,
3597.
Hailway Management Committee, lWO,
2858.
Reform of the State Parliament, 1943.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill, 391, 393, 398,402.
State Parliament House--Testing of Air,
373; Library, 3450.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees, 3433.
State School Teachers and Pupil Teachers,
292.
State School Teachers Bill, 2514, 2903,2906,
2907, 2908, 2913, 3047, 3052, 3053, 3054,
3058.
Tobacco Industry, 3538.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 2325.
Unhrersity Finances, 367:3.
Vermin Destruction Bill, 1744.
'Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Construction
Bill, 3:317.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway, 2567,
3316.
'Vater Supply Loans Application Bill, 3327.

VALE,

Vegetation Diseases Act 1896 Amendment
Bill- Brought in by Mr. Morrissey. and
read first time, 436 ; second reading moved
by Mr. Morrissey, 254-0; debated, 2541;
Bill read second time, 2543; considered in
committee, 2443; third reading, 2544;
returned from Legislative Council with
amendments, 3944; amendments agreed
with, 3944.
Vermin Dest.ruction--Vote discussed in Committee of Supply, 3509.
Vermin Destruction Act-Question by Mr.
Graham re decision of Mr. Justice Hood as
to liability of pastoral licensees under the
Vermin Destruction Act, 164; by Mr. Duffy
re amendment of Act by reducing fines,
and re supplying land-owners with poison
gratuitously, 1157; by Mr. McKenzie re
costs in undefended prosecutions, 1716.
Vermin Destruction Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Duggan and read first time, 273; second
reading moved by Mr. Duggan, 1377;
debated, 1379; agreed to, 1387; Rill considered in committee, 1:387, 1717; third
reading, 1744; amendmelltafter third reading, 1744; returned from Legislative
Council with amendments, 2312; amend·
ments disagreed with, 2631; message from
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Vermin Destruction Rill (continued)Legislative Council intimating that thcy
insisted on the amendments, 3635 ; disagreement with amendments not insisted 011,
3928.
Viticultural College, Rutherglen-Question by
Mr. Bowser re admission of free students,
875.
Voting by Post-Question by Mr. J W. Billson
(for Mr. Prendergast) ?'e numher of voting
certificates for voting by post issued at byelections, 267.
Wages Boards. (See Factm'ies and Shops Acts.)
Wangaratta Town Hall Site Bill-Brought in
by Mr. Bowser and read first time, 334 ;
motion by Mr. Brown (for Mr. Bowser)
that Bill be treated as a public Bill, 1500;
second reading moved by Mr. Brown,
1500; motion agreed to, and Bill passed
through remaining stages, 1500.
Water Supply - Report by Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Railways on
question of MalIee Water Supply, 28;
question by Mr. Lawson re construction of
reservoir for Guildford and Yapeen, 166;
question by Mr. Langdon 1'e capacity, &c.,
of Lake Lonsdale reservoir, 369, 411;
motion by Mr. Holden for return of papers
in connexion with reservation of land,
Bolwarrah, for water supply purposes,
agreed to, 371; question by Mr. Tucker re
contracts for iron pipes for water supply,
681 ; by Mr. Toutcher re water supply at
Mount William, 721; by Mr. Bailes re
burst.ing of water mains at Bendigo, 1295 ;
by Capt. Staughton (for Capt. Chirnside)
re claims for la:nd taken in connexion with
Eastern Moorabool water supply scheme,
Geelong, 2168; by Mr. Lawson re pollution
of Expedition Pass reservoir, 3667; vote
for water works in country districts discussed in Committee of Supply, 3529;
question by Mr. Shiels re papers relating to
proposed diversion of Goulburn River,
3679; by Mr. Taverner re Glcnwylln water
supply scheme, 3877; by Mr. Duffy 1'e
Riddell's Creek water supply, 3888.
Mr. E. C. (Essendon and Flemington)
Acting Hailways Commissioner, 3543.
Budget, 1551.
Constitution Convention Bill, 843.
"Cup" Da.y Adjournment, 2412.
Death of Mr. Anderson, M.P., 79.
Eurack Estate, 1275.
Factories and Shops Acts-Special Boards,
3256.
Furniture in State Parliament House, 1811.
. Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3105, 3157.
Justices Act Amendment Bill, 35:3.
Land Laws Consolidation Bill, 1814.
J.Jibel on the King, 113.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
3210, ;)212, 3217, 3245, 3945.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 3130.
Moorpallyal Land Act 1897 Further Amendment Bill (No.2), 1040.
Mr. T. Prout Webb'~ Positions, 3496.
Old·age Pensions Bill, 2111, 2ll5, 2140,2188,
2220, 2221, 24:~8, 2481.
Personal Explanation, 3246.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3765,
3782.

WARDE,
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Mr. E. C. (continued)Public Works Tenders-Purchase of Furniture, 2846, 2849,
Railway Department-.Register of Employes,
297; Shelter Boxes for Ticket Collectors,
1068; Recognition of Action of Emp~oyes in
J olimont Accident, 2295; "Twilighters'"
Claims, 2562; Carriage.builders' Wages,
:3489; Salaries and vVages, 3627; Station
Improvements at Essendon and Ascot Vale,
3627.
Railway Management, 798.
Salary of Clerk of Assembly, 3445.
Sa vings Banks Acts Further Amendment. Bill,
36:3, :n69, 3185, 3186.
Selectors' Arrears of Rent, 1766.
Rtate School Teachers Bill, 3040, 3058.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1822, 1976.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. Kilda)
BilI,3149.
Unemployed-Register of Ratis of Pay, 414

'VARDE,

Warrnambool Land Bill-Received from Legil;lative Council, and read first time, 2312;
second reading moved by Mr. Duggan,
2639; debated, 2640; Bill read second
time, 2642; considered in committee,
2642, 2806; third reading, 2815.
Water Supply Loans Application BillBrought in by Mr. Burton, and read first
time, 1811; second reading moved by Mr.
Burton, 3321; debated, 3:124; Bill read
second time, 3351; considered in COlllmittee, 3351; third reading, 3354.
Wax Matches l:"ale Bill-Brought in by Mr.
~taughton, and read first time, 246; order
for second reading discharged, 1244
vYays and Means -Resolutions on which to
found Consolidated Revenue Bills con·
sidered and adopted, 212, 469, 1034, 2884 ;
resolution on which to found Appropriation
Bill, considered and adopted, 36:36.
West Lothian, ship. (See Seamen, Treatment
of.)

vVIIlTE, Mr. J. S. (Albert Pad.,;)
Albert Park New Railway Station, 1246.
Case of ex·Detective Dowdcn, 3582.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2650.

Wild Dogs Destruction Bill (contin1,ed)to, 462; Bill considered in committee, 462;
third reading, 496 ; amendments after third
reading, 496; returned from Legislative
Council with amendments, 1530; amend·
ments dealt with, 1847.
Mr. EnC+Alt (Collingwood)
Case of Walter Reynolds, :;42:;.
Chief Secretary's Estimates, 3437, 3439.
Commonwealth Celebrations - Contractors'
Accounts, 1:~4
.
Constitution Convention Bill,2883.
Dight's Fall~, :3529.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2713, 2772,
2785.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1195.
Factories and Shops Acts-Wages Boards,
2883.
Imprisonmt:!nt of an Aged Woman a.t
Ballarat, 2037.
Meat Supervision Act 1900 Amendment Bill,
1749, 1889, 1922, 1926, 2591, 2599, 3194,
3212, 3218: 3219, :~220.
Melbourne Sailors' Home Bill, 2827, 2832.
Minimum Wage for Government Employes,
2841.
Mr. Brown, 2710.
Municipal Overdrafts (Indemnity) Bill, 3359.
Old.age Pensions Act 1900 Amendment
Bill, 3751.
Old.age Pensions Bill, 2037, 2130, 2222, 2223,
2231. 22:~5, 2454, 2480.
Police Department, 1320.
Private Members' Business and Want of
Confidence in Ministers, 2979, 2980.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3i62,
3773,3789.
Railway Officers and Employes Increments,
3633.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Committees. 3430, 3434.
Salary of Clerk of Assembly, 3446.
State School Teachers Bill, 3125.
Suggested Adjournnlfmt of the House, 20-11.
'Teachers of Manual Training, 1524.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1978, 1982,
1988, 2317, 2331,2332,2884.

VVILKINS,

Mr. E. D. (Castlemaine)
Appropriation Bill, 3638.
Budget, 1468.
Coal Mines Bill, 428.
Constitution Convention Bill, 687.
Dookie and Katamatite Tramway Act 1897
Amendment Bill, 1374.
Eurack Estate, 1280.
Exported Products Act 1898 Amendment
Bill, 1361.
Factory and Shops Commission-Slanders on
Factory Girls, 136. 170.
House, Estate, and Financial Agents Licensing
Bill, 1240.
Lieutenant·Governor's Speech, 49.
Miners' Railway Tickets, 1303.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1781.
Municipalities Commonwealth Celebrations
Expenditure Bill, 1291.
Old·age Pensions, 212.
Old·age Pensions Bill, 2006, 2221, 2441, 2480.
Payment of Public Servants, 1092.
Private Members' Business, 435, 3306.

WILLIAMS,

Whitfield to Mahaikah Raihyay-Motion by
Mr. Trenwith, that the const,ruction of a
2ft. 6in. narrOW· gauge line of railway from
Whitfield to 1fahaikah be referred to the
. Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Railways for consideration and report, 2562;
debated, 2564; agreed to, 2574; report of
committee brought up, 2923; motion by
Mr. Trenwith affirming expediency of con·
structing the line, 3264; debated, 3267,
3312; agreed to, 3316.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Trenwith, and read first time,
3316; second reading moved by Mr.
Trenwith, and agreed to, 3316; Bill considered in committee, 3316; third reading,
3319; question by Dr. McInerney, 3951.
Wild Dogs Destruction Bill- Brought in by
Mr. Duggan and read first time, 374;
Lieutenant - Governor's message brought
down, and resolution for appropriation
adopted, 452; second reading moved by
Mr .. Duggan, 452; debated, 453; agreed

tEGISLA'l'l VE ASSEMBLY.

WILLIAMS, Mr. E. D. (continued)Public and Bank Holidays Law Amendment
Bill, 1229.
Railway Department-Examination of Candidates, 780; Chewton Goods-shed, 3614.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3825.
Railway Management, 3614.
Salaries of the Speaker and the Chairman of
Comnuttees, 34:36.
Savings Banks Acts Further Amendment
Bill,3173.
State Inebriate Institute, 329.
State Servants in Private Employment, 3668.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1978, 2333.
Unused Roads Leasing Bill, 2400.
Water Supply Loans Application Bill, 3328,
3354.
WILLIAMS, Mr. H. R. (Eaglehawk)
Acting Railways Commissioner, 3540, 3586.
Acting Railways Commissioner Bill, 3896,
3905.
Bendigo Water Supply, 3529.
Budget, 1685, 1691.
Constitution Convention Bill, 679, 841, 842,
882.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2677, 2678,
2705, 2786, 3066, 3073, 3074.
Geological Surveys of Bendigo Main Lines of
Reef, 1593.
Mining Development Acts Amendment Bill,
1840.
Municipal Rating (Improvements on Land)
Bill, 1800.
Ofi'ensive Expressions, 3905
Old-agt;l Pensions Bill, 20:34, 2436, 2456,
2459,2468,2471.
.Private Members' Business, 2978, 3:107.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3769.
Public Works Loan Application Bill, 3806.
Railway Department-Examination of Candidates, 778; Passes for Riflemen, 2038;
2363; Increments, 3630•.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3826.
Railway Management, 3540.
Searching of Miners ~t Eaglehawk, 1595,
3489.
Spring Vale Cemetery Railway Construction
Bill, 3752.
State School Teachers Bill, 2919, 3036, 3936.
Tramways Act 1890 Extension (St. KiMa)
Bill, 3141, 3271, 3750, 3839.
Whittield to Mahaikah Railway Construction Bill, 3318.
Wines Adulteration Act, 1124, 1972.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 799, 2652, 3307, 3712,
3719.

ROBT. S.

BRAI~,

(71)

WILLIAMS, Mr. W. H. (St. Kildx).-Introduced
and sworn, 17.
Coal Mines Bill, 1884, 1888.
Education Act Amendment Bill, 2754, 2775.
Flemington Race-course Railway, 1866.
Gold Buyers Licensing Bill, 3106, 3107, 3109.
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, 18.
Marine Act Further Amendment Bill, 1873,
2538, 2539, 3937.
Melbourne Tramway Farcs, 2209.
Old-age Pensions Bill, 2132,2143, 2178, 2180,
2182, 2183, 2184, 2224, 2229, 2231, 2452.
Patent-office Arrears, 2561.
Registration of Births Deaths and Marriages Act Further Amendment Bill, 2080.
St. Kilda Railway-Revenue and Expenditure, 370, 1526 ; Bath Tickets, 721.
Sports Betting Suppression Bill, 3925.
Trade Coupons Abolition Bill, 1984, 2326,
2329, 2331, 2336, 2896.
Tramways Act Extension (St. Kilda) Bill,
1789, ::l640, 3750, 3834.
Wages Boards Determinations, 1246, 1525.
Wills Act Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Bailes and read first time, :316.
Wine Industry--Question hy Mr. J. Harris re
reported outbreak of phylloxera at
N agambie, 3532; subject of assisting the
wine industry discussed in Committee of
Supply, 3536.
Wines Adulteration Act--Question by Mr.
Lazarus (for 1\lr. Sterry) re retrospective
operation of Act, 767; by Mr. Sterry, 871,
1059; motion by Mr. Sterry, that the
House in passing the Act did not contemplate the wholesale destruction of matured
wines because they contained salicylic
acid in small quantities, and that the
Government should compensate those
whose wines had been so destroyed, 110;1 ;
debated, 1106 ; withdrawn, 11:30; question
by Mr. Lazarus re Mr. J. T. Deravin's
case, 1294; motion by Mr. Lazarus, affirming that compensation should be paid to
Mr. Deravin for the destruction by the
Government of his wine, alleged to contain
salicylic acid, 1949; debated, 1957 ; motion
negatived, 1974.
Women's Suffrage Bill--Brought in by Mr. H.
R. Williams and read first time, 799;
second reading moved by Mr. H. R.
Williams, 2652 ; debated, 2662; debate adjourned, 2671 ; Bill read second time, 3711 ;
considered in committee, 3712; progress
reported, 3719 ; Bill discharged from paper,
3941.
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