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4 EDWARD VII.

No. of Act.

An Act to apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum of Nine hundred and twentyeight thousand and sixty-three pounds to the service of the year One thousand nine
hundred and four and One thousand nine. hundred and five
2. An Act to amend the Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Act 1993
3. An Act to amend the Law relating to the Railways Standing Committee
4. An Act to apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum of thirty-two thousand four
hundred and two pounds to the service of the year One thousand nine hundred and
three and One thousand nine hundred and four
5. An Act t(1 provide for converting a certain portion of the Public Debt of Victoria into
Debentures
t. An Act to amend the Stamps Acts
7. An Act to amend the Local Government Act 1903
8. An Act relating to the Surplus Revenue of the Financial Year ended on the thirtieth
day of June, One thomand nine hundred and four.
9. An Act to provide for the Collection and Furnishing of Statistical Returns and Information
190 5
10. An Act to amend Sections One hundred and ten and One hundred and eleven of the
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act 1890, and Section Twenty of the Marine Act 1890
II. An Act to amend the Juries Acts
12. An Act to revive and continue the Wild Dogs Act 1901
T3. An Act to apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum of Three hundred and
eighty-four thousand three hundred and three pounds to the service of the year
One thousand nine hundred and four and One thousand nine hundred and five ... 19°9
14. An Act to enable a Shire in certain circumstances to be declared a Borough, and for
other purposes ...
1910
t5. An Act to authorize the construction of a Line of Rail or Tramway from 'Velshpool
Railway Station to Welshpool
16. An Act to enable Seed and Manure to be advanced on certain terms to Cultivators of
Land within the Carrum Irrigation and Water Supply Trust ...
Ii'. An Act to amend the Law relating to the Destruction of Foxes
] 8. An Act tu provide for the Exchange of certain Land in the Parish of M ysia for the
purpose of a Public Park
19. An Act to revoke the Permanent Reservation of certain Land at St. Arnaud ...
20· An Act t::l provide for the Resumption by the Crown of the Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land
.?J. An Act to further amend the Dairying Companies Act 1900
n. An Act to authorize the Sale of certain Land reserved as a site for a Race-course at
Tungamah, and for other purposes
23· An Act to authorize the Sale of certain Land reserved at a site for a Race-course at
Numurkah, and for other purposes
19 1 9
24· An Act to reduce for One Year the Municipal Endowment
19 20
25. An Act to revoke the Permanent Reservation and Crown Grant of certain Land in the
Borough of Dunoll y
26. An Act to revoke the Permanent Reservation of certain pieces or parcels of Land in
the Parishes of Frankston and Langwarrin
27. An Act to enable the Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Corporation to sell the Site of
the Asylum in the Town of North Melbourne, and for other purposes .,.
'"
28. An Act to apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum of Six hundred and eightythree thousand two hundred and ninety-three pounds to the service of the year One
thousand nine hundred and four and One thousand nine hundred and five ...
29. An Act to further amend the Instruments Act 1890
30. An Act to further amend the Law relating to the University of Melbourne ...
J.

ACTS OF PARLIAMENT ASSENTED· TO IN

1903.
No. of Act.

31. An Act to authorize the Alteration of the Wharfage and Harbors Rate leviable under
the Marine Act 1890
32. An Act tu provide for the Revocation of the Permanent Reservation of certa~n Land
at Gunbower Island
33. An Act to amend the Law relating to the Renewal of Licences and for other purposes
34. An Act to amend the Law relating to the Sale of Artificial Manure ...
35. An Act for the Removal of Doubts with regard to the Validity of the practice of the
Office of Titles relating to the Registration of certain Instruments, and for other
purposes
36. An Act for Regulating the Sale of Coal and Firewood
3i: An Act to amend Part IV. of the Tramways. Act 1890
38. An Act to apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum of One hundred pounds to
the service of the year One thousand nine hundred and four and One thousand nine
hundred and five
3Q. All Act relating to Duties payable under tile Administration and Probate Acts
40. An Act to revoke the Crown Grant of certain Land granted as a Site for Abattoirs
at St. Kilda, and for other purposes
4 I. An Act to provide for vesting certain land on the south of the Yarra Yarra River in
the Board of Land and \,yorks and the City of Melbourne jointly, for the pur.
poses of a Public Park
.12. An Act to declare the Rates of Income Tax for the Year ending on the thirty-first
day of December, One thousand nine hundred and five, and to continue and amend
the Income Tax Acts
43 .. An Act to continue the Voting by Post Acts for one year
44' An Act to provide for the care, control, and treatment of Inebriates
45. An Act to authorize the Sale of .certain Lanel reserved as a Site for a Race-course
and other purposes of Public Recreation in the Parish of Shepparton, and for
other purposeii
46. An Act to ratify an Indenture made between the Ballarat Water Commissioners, the
Governor of the State of Victoria, and the Board of Land and Works ...
47. An Act to sanction the issue and application of' certain Money available under the
Country Tramways Trust Fund Act 1904 for 'Water Supply in Country Districts
4~t An Act to sanction the issue and application of certain Money available under Loan
Acts for Railways
49 An Act relating to certain Surplus Revenue
,30. An Act to further amend the Laws relating to the Victori:ll1 Railways
51. An Act to further amend the Law relating to the Church of England in Victoria
52, An Act to sanction the issue and application of certain Money available under the
Country Tramways Trust Fund Act 1904 for Railways and other purposes
53' An Act to authorize the Mayor, Aldermen, Councillors, and Citizens of the City of
Melbourne to exchange certain Lands with the Commonwealth
54' An Act to amend the Public Service Acts
55· An Act to further amend the Executors Company's Act
56. An Act to provide for the establishment of a Cemetery for the Northern Suburbs
57. An Act for simplifying and improving the practice of Conveyancing, and the Law
of Property, and for other purposes
58. An Act to extend the Powers of the Melbourne Tramways Trust as regards Investments
59. An Act to amend Section Twenty-five of the Factories and Shops Act 1903 ...
60. An Act to authorize the construction of a Line of Electric Tramway from St. Kilda
towards Brighton Beach and for other purposes
or. An Act to amend the Land Acts
02. An Act to authorize the Construction by the State of a Line of Railway from Strathmerton towards Tocumwal
An Act to further amend the Justices Act 1890 and for other purposes
An Act to apply a sum out of the Consolidated Revenue to the service of the year
. ending on the thirtieth day of June, One thousand nine hundred and five, and to
appropriate the Supplies granted in this Session of Parliament
65· An Act to further amend the Mines Acts
fi6. An Act providing for the Acquisition and Disposal of Land for Closer Settlement
and for other purposes
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LEGISLATIVE
NAME.

l'ROVINC~'.

Abbott, J. H.
Bendigo.
(Vicc W. B. Gray, deceased ;.death of Mr.
Abbott announced November 15.)
Aikman, J. G.
.., Melbourne ·West.
Baillieu, W. L.
. .. Northem.
Balfour, James
... ]~ast Yarra.
Brown, J. D.
. .. Nell-jon.
Cain, William
... Melbourne.
Campbell, J. C.
South-Eastern.
Crooke, E. .T.
Gippsland.
Cussen, Martin
Northern.
Cuthbert, Sir Henry
Wellington.
Davies, J. M.
Melbourne.
J~dgar, W. H.
.. Mel bOlllne \Vest.
Embling, W. H.
Southern.
Evans, W. J.
Representative
of
Public Officers and
Railways Officers.
FitzGerald, Nicholas
Southern.
South-·Western.
Harwood, '1'. C.
PRESIDEST:

THE

of

~arliilm£nt.

COUNCIL.
PROVINCE.

NAME.

Irvine, H. W. H.
Little, Willis
Luxton, Thomas
Manifold, W. S.
McBryde, D. E.
McDonald, J. Y.
McLellan, Adam
Mel ville, Donald
Miller, Ed ward
Payne, '£. H.
Pearson, \Villi;LTrI
Pitt, William
Pratt, J. M.
Rees, R. B. ...
Ritchie, R. 13.
Sachse, A. O.
Sternberg, Joseph ...
Stuart, Frank
vVrixon, Sir H. J. ...

Nelson.
.. North-Eastern.
... Melbourne South.
Western.
South-Eastern.
... Wellington.
Melbourne East.
Melbourne North.
East Yarra.
Melbourne South.
." Gippsland.
Melbourne East.
... North-"Western.
. .. North·\Vestern.
... \Vm:tern.
. .. North-Eastel'll.
Bendigo.
... Melbourne North.
... South-\Vestel'l1.

HON. 8m R. J. WlUXON, K C.M.G., K.C.

CHA1RlIfAN 01<' COJlfMl'l'TEES: THE RON. NICHOLAS

FT'l'ZGEHAI,]).

LEGISLATIVE
NAME.

Anstey, Frank
Argy Ie, R. I.
Bailes, A. S.
Beard, H. E.
Beazley, W. D.
Bennett, G. H.
Bennett, H. 8
Bent, Thomas
Billson, A. A.
Billson, J. W.
Bowser, John
Boyd, J. A.
Bromley, 1!'. H.
Cameron, Ewen
Cameron, K H.
Cameron, J ame..;
Carlisle, J. J ....
ColechilJ, Vi. H.
Craven, A. \V.
Cullen, John
Downward, Alfred
Duffus, J. F.
Elmslie, G. A.
Fairbairn, George
FOl'l'est, C. L.
Gaunson, David

ASSEMBLY.

... Representati ve of Public
Officers.
Gillott, Sir Samuel ... :East Melbourne.
Graham, George
... Goulburn Valley.
Gray, John
... Swan Hill.
Hannah, Martin
... Representative of Railways Officers.
Harris, Albert
... Walhalla.
Holden, G. F.
... \Varrenheip.
Hunt, ThonutK
... Upper Goulburn.
Hutchinson, \Villil1lu Borung.

DISTRICT.

NAME.

DISTRICT.

... Brunswick.
... Dalhousie.
.. Bendigo East.
... Jika Jika.
... Abbotsford.
.. Richmond .
... Ballarat West .
... Brighton.
... Ovens.
. . Fitzroy.
... Wangaratta.
... n'lelbourne.
. .. Carlton.
... Glenelg.
... Evelyn.
... GippRland East.
... Benalla.
'" Geelong.
... Benambra..
... Gunbower.
... Mornington.
.. Port Fairy .
. .. Albert Park.
... Toorak
... l'olwarth.

Irvine, ·W. H.
. .. Lowan.
. .. Dandenong.
Keast, W. S .
... Gippsland North.
Keogh, H. P .
. Kirkwood, Hay
... Eaglehawk .
Langdon, Thomas ... Korong.
Lawson, H. S. W. . .. Castlemaine and Maldon.
Lemmon, John
... ·Williamstown.
Levien, J. F.
... Barwon .
Livingston, Thomas ... Gippsland South .
... Gippsland West.
Mackey, J. E.
Mackinnon, Donald ... Prahran .
Madden, Frank
... Boroondant.
... Kara Karu,.
McBride, Peter
McCutcheon, R. G .... St. Kilda .
McGrath, D. C.
. .. Grenville .
McGregor, Rohert ... Ballarat East.
McKenzie, Hugh ... Rodney.
... Daylesford.
McLeod, Donald
... Waranga.
Morrissey, John
Murray, John
... vVarrnambool.
. . Hampden.
Oman, D. S.
Outtrim, A. R.
.. Maryborough.
Peacock, Sir A ..J. ... Allandale.
Prendergast, G. M.... North Melbourne.
Robertson, A. R. . .. Bulla.
. .. Port Melbourne.
Sangster, George
... Bendigo West.
Smith, DMid
... Representative of RailSolly, R. H.
ways Officers.
Swinburne, George .. Hawthorn.
... Dundas.
'l'homson, John
... Stawell and Ararat.
Toutcher, R. F.
Warde, K C.
Watt, W. A.
Wilkins, ]~dgar

." Flemington.
. .. Essendon.
. .. Collingwood.

SPEAKER: MR. FRANK MADDEN.
CIIAIRl\IAN OF COMMITTEES: MR.

A. W.

CltAVEN.

'mitt Qtabintt.

PREMIER, TREASURER, AND MINISTER OF
RAILWAYS
.. THE HON. THOMAS BENT.
. ATTORNEY - GENERAL
GENERAL ...
CHIEF SECRETARY
LABOUR ...

AND

AND

SOLICITOR-

MINISTER

COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WORKS
MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

"

J. M. DAVIES, M.L.C.

OF
SIR SAMUEL GILLOTT.
AND
E. H. CAMERON.

COMMISSIONER OF OROWN LANDS AND
SURVEY, MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE,
AND PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF
LAND AND WORKS

JOHN MURRAY.

MINISTER OF MINES

DONALD McLEOD.

MINISTER OF WATER SUPPLY

GEORGE SWINBURNE.
A. O. SACHSE, M. L. C.

M'{NISTER OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
\

MINIS~ERS WITHOUT OFFICE

"

"\

.//

~)

{

"

WILLIAM PITT, M.L.C.
THOMAS LANGDON, M.L.A.
J. E. MACKBY, M.L.A.
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LEGISLA.TIVE COUNCIL.
TV ~dncsday, June 29, 1904·

The Twentieth Victorian Parliament was
opened this da y by Commission. The
Commissioners appointed by. His Excellency the Governor for the purpose were
Their Honours the Chief Justice (Sir John
Madden, K.C.M.G.) and Mr. Justice
A'Beckett.
At twelve o'clock noon, the Clerk of the
Parliaments read the following

iRrIhuUtUi.

" Given under my hand and the seal of
the State of Victoria aforesaid, at Melbourne, this twentieth day of June, in the
year . of our Lord One thousand nine
hundred and four, and in the fourth year
of His Majesty; s reign.
"R. TALB01'.
" By His Excellency's command,
"THOS. BENT.
"GOD SAVE THE KING."

The Commissioners immediatelv' afterwards entered the chamber, and directed
that the attendance of the members of the
Legislative Assembly should be requested.
The members of the' Assembly havinaPROCLAMATION
appeared at the Bar, .
. 0
ole Bv
His Excellency the Honorable Sir
The CHIEF JUSTICE said-HonorReginald Arthur James Talbot, Knight
Commander of the Most Honorable able Gentlemen of the Legislative Council
Order of the Bath, Governor of the and Gentlemen of the Legislative AssemState of Victoria and its Dependencies bly, His Excellency the Governor not
in the Commonwealth of Australia, thinking fit to be present in perso~ this
da y, has been pleased to cause letters pat-ent
&c., &c., &c.
to issue under seal of this State constitut" I, the Governor of the State of Victoria, ing us his Commissioners, in his name to do
in the Commonwealth of Australia, do by all that is necessary to be performed in this
this my proclamation fix Wednesday, the Parliament. This will more fully appear
29th day of June, 1904, as the time of the from the letters patent which will now be
-commencement and holding 6f the next Sesread by the Clerk of the Parliaments .
. sian of the Parliament of Victoria, for the
.T~e letters patent authorizing the Comdespatch of business, at the hour of twelve
mISSIOners to open Parliament having been
,o'clock noon, in the State Parliament
read by the Clerk of the Parliaments,
Houses, situate in the Carlton Gardens,
The CHIEF JUSTICE said-Honor
in the city of Melbourne j And the honorable the Members of the Legislative Coun- able Gentlemen of the Legislative Council
dl and the Members of the Legislative and Gentlemen of the Legislative AssemAssemblv are hereby required to give their bly, we have it in command from His Ex.attendance at the said time and pbce cellencv the Gm'ernor to inform you that
on a future day, of which notice "'ill be
-accordingly.
Session 1904. -[ I]
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given, His Excellency will, in person ~n
this place, declare to you the causes of hIs
. caHin <Y this Parliament together j and
Hono~able Gentlemen of the Legislative
Council and Gentlemen of the Legislative
Assembly, since it is necessary, before you
proceed to the despatc? of. business, .that a
President of the LegIslatIve CounCIl and
a Speaker of the Legislative Assembly be
chosen, His Excellency requests that you,
in your respectiveChanibers, .will proceed
to the choice of proper persons to be such
President and Speaker.
The members of the Legislative Assemblv then withdrew.
-The letters patent appointing the Chief
Justice to administer the oath of allegiance
to members of the Legislative Council were
then read, and the· members present were
sworn, as follow:Melbourne West ... John George Aikmaf1
Northern
W. Lawrence Baillieu
East Yarra
James Balfour
Nelson
J as. Drysdale Brown
Melbourne
William Cain
J. Callender Campbell
Sou th -Eastern
Edwd. Jolley Crooke
Gippsland
Martin Cussen
Northern
Sir Henry Cuthbert
Wellington
Melbourne
John Mark Davies
l\1elbourne West ... Wm. Haslam Edgar
Dr. W. H. Embling
Southern
Public Officers and
Railways Officers William John Evans
Southern
Nicholas FitzGerald
Bendigo
Wm. Blair Gray
South-Western
Thos. C. Harwood
North-Eastern
Willis Little
Melbourne South... Thomas Luxton
Western ...
:'vValter S. Manifold
South-Eastern
Duncan E. McBryde
Wellington
j·ohn Y. McDonaid
Melbourne East
Adam McLellan
l\felbourne North... Donald Melville
East Yarra
Edward Miller
Melbourne·South... Thos. Henry Payne
Gippsland
vVmiam Pearson
Melbourne East
William Pitt
North-W.este"ln
Joseph Major Pratt
N orth-Western
Richard B. Rees
Western ...
Robert B. Ritchie
North-Eastern
Arthur Otto Sachse
Melbourne North... Frank Stuart
South-Western
Sir ·Hemy.J. Wrixon
On the completion of ~he cere~ony. of
swearing members, the ChIef JustIce WIthdrew.
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT.
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD, addressinab the Clerk of the Council, said-Mr.

Pres'ident.

Jenkins, I esteem it indeed a great pleasure
to moveThat the Honorable Sir Henry vVrixon do take

the chair as President of the Council.

I need say nothing in support of the nomiIlation. That he has conducted the duties
of President during the period be ha·s held
that office with dignity, courtesy, and knowledge of constitutional law it is unnecessary for me to state. Members are all
aware of it. ¥Ole are also aware of and esteem highly those personal qualities which
add a charm to the discharge of his official
duties.
He has always been courteous,
affable, and most ready to give advice and
assistance to members ;,vhen asked, and he
possesses qu~Jifications that I am sure are
recognised by members - qualifications
\vhich not only reftecf honour on himself,
but equally oll' those who support his candidature, and assist in placing him in that
high, honorable, and distinguished position.
The Han. J. BALFOUR.-I have very
great pleasure in seconding the motion.
Mr. FitzGerald has said in admirable terms
all that need be said about the qualifications of Sir Henry '''rixon. I will only
add that the experience of members of the
Council tha.t has now passed away was that
during the time that Sir Henry Wrixon
occupied the position of President he occupied it in such a manner that it was felt
that no one else could have so well performed the duties. It falls to us, as a
matter of course, to again elect Sir Henry
Wrixon to the position of President-the
highest honour that we can give to that
gentleman, who so thoroughly and so well
filled the office in the last Parliament.
Sir HENRYWRIXON.-Mr. FitzGtrald and Mr. Ba1four~ I have to thank
you very much for the only too ·kind terms
in which you have referred to me, for I
am afraid you have exaggerated my merits j
but I will endeavour as· far as I can to
perform the duties of the office to the
satisfaction of the House.
I have to
thank honorable members for the friendly
and favorable way in which they hav~
received the proposition of my nomination,
and I now desire to submit myself entirely to the pleasure of this House.
There being no other nomination, Sir
Henry W rixon was then conducted to the
chair -by his proposer and seconder.
The PRESIDENT.-I have to thank
honorable members for the great honour
they have conferred on me, and which, as
Mr. Balfour has truly sq.id, is the greatest
honour they could confer on me.
I
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thank honorable members very much for it,
.and I shall endeavour to show by a careful
and impartial discharge of the duties of
the Chair that I have deserved the confidence members have .placed in me.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I have
much pleasure in congratulating you, Mr.
President, and I also congratulate honorable members upon your election. You
have been chosen unanimously, because in
the past you have shown that you were in
every way eminently fitted for the high
'office of President. We know that your
rulings will be safe and just, that you' will
be strictly impartial, and that, while yoe
will allow the fullest freedom of debate
to all honorable members, you will not
permit licence. And we feel sure that you
will preserve the privileges of the House,
and maintain its dignity and the dignity
of your office, not only in Parliament, but
out of Parliament. In the performance of
your duties I think you may confidently
rely upon the loyal support of honorable
members.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Mr. President, I think no assurance i's required
from this side of the House that we believe you will fin the office of President
with distinction. The old members of the
House, who have had the honour of sitting under you while President for so
many years, have had no difficulty whatever in selecting you again for that office.
I have to congratulate the new members
who were successful at ·the last election,
and to state that they have agreed with the
older members in regard to your election.
I think that as time rolls on, and when
they have an opportunity of becoming better acquainted with you, they will come
to the conclusion that the selection was
a wise one. Your impartiality and the
other good qualities which you have shown
in the discharge of your duties as President
have won for vou the confidence of the
House.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-I, too,
Mr. President, desire to .add a humble
tribute to the words that have fallen from
my colleague and from Sir Henry Cuthbert
upon your election to the Chair. I know
of nothing which will give this House equal
pleasure with the knowledge of the fact
that you have again been elected as President. Your judicial mind is an assurance
to us that we shall be treated with the same
libera1ity of spirit and with that just firmness that you have exercised in the past.
I feel that we -have every reason to con.I

[1J.-2
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gratulate ourselves, to congratulate Parliament, and to congratulate that great constituency which sent you to us, on your
election to the high and h(l~orable office of
President.
The Hon. J. j\L DAVIES movedThat the House, at its .:(ising, adjou
to-morrow at two o'clock.

III

until

The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at twe ~ty-five
minutes to one o'clock until two o'clock the
fo1Iowing day.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
liVe~nesday,

June 29, 1904.

Proceedings commenced at noon by the
Clerk reading the Governor's proclamation
convoking Parliament for W ednesda y, June
29, at twelve o'clock noon.
The Usher of the Legislative Council
then appeared at the Bar, and intimated
that the Commissioners appointed by the
Governor to open Parliament, Their Honours
the Chief Justice (Sir John Madden,
K.C.M.G.) and Mr. Justice A'Beckett, requested the attendance of members of the
Legislative Assembly in the chamber of
the Legislative CounciL .
The members present, accompanied by
the chief officers of the ~ouse} at once proceeded thither. On their return, Mr. J ustice A'Beckett was introduced, and took his
seat in the Speaker's chair.
The letters patent appointing Mr. Justice
A'Beckett to administer the oath of allegiance to members of the Legislative Assemblv were then read.
The CLERK intimated that he had/received
67 writs issued by His Excellency the
Governor for the election of members· to
serve in the Legislative Assembly for the
several electoral districts of the State, and
of members to represent the Public Service
and the Railways Service with the names of
the members elected duly indorsed thereon.
The members present were then sworn,
as follow:District.

Member.

Abbotsford
Albert Park
Allandale
.Ballarat East
Ballarat West
Barwon
Benalla ...
Benambra

W. D. Beazley
G. A. E lmslie
Sir A. J. Peacock
Robert McGregor
H. S. Bennett
J. F. Levien
J. J. Carlisle
A. W. Craven

Swearing of jllemv~rs.
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A. S. Bailes
Bendtigo East
David Smith
Bendigo West
F rank Madden Boroondara
William Hutchinson
Borung
Thomas Bent
Brighton
Frank Anstey
Brunswick
A. R. Robertson
Bulla
Castlemaine
and
Maldon
H. S. W. Lawson
Edgar Wilkins
Collingwood
Dalhousie
R .. 1. Argyle
Dandenong
W. S. Keast
Daylesford
Donald McLeod
Dundas
John Thomson
Hav Kirkwood
Eaglehawk
East "l\Ielbourne... Sir' Samuel Gillott
Essendon
W. A. Watt
Evelyn
E. H. Cameron
J. VY. Billson
Fitzroy
Flemington
E. C. Warde
Geelong . . .
W. H. Colechin
Gippsland East ... J. Cameron
Gippsland North... H. P. Keogh
Gippsland South .,. Thomas Livingston
Gi ppsland West .. . .T. E. Mac}}ey.
Goulburn Valley... George Gdham
Grenville
D. C. McGrath
Tohn Cullen
Gunbower
Hampden
b. S. Oman
Hawthorn
George Swinburne
Jika Jika
H. E. Beard
Kara Kara
Peter McBride
Korong
Thomas Langdon
Maryborough
A. R. Outtrim
Melbourne
J. A. Boyd
Mornington
Alfred Downward
North Melbourne... G. M. Prendergast
Ovens
A. A. Binson
Polwarth
C. L. Forrest
Port Fairy
J. F. Duffus
Port Melbourne
George Sangster
Prahran ...
Donale! Mackinnon
Richmond
G. H. Bennett
RodlTlev
Hugh McKenzie
Staweli and Ararat. R. F. Toutcher
Swan Hill
Tohn Gray
Toorak
George Fairbairn
Upper Goulburn... Thomas Hunt
Walhalla
Albert Harris
Wangaratta
John Bowser
Waranga ...
Tohn Morrissev
Warrenheip
G. F. Holden"
Warrnambool
Tohn Murrav
"Tohn Lemmon
Williamstown
David Gaunson
Public Service
.
{ R. H. Solly
Railways ServIce... "Martin Hannah
On the completion of the ceremony of
s\vearing members, the Commissioner retired.

Election of Speaker.

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.
Mr. FAIRBAIRN, addressing the Clerk
of the Assemblv, said-Mr. Watson, I be-

lieve the business now before the Chamber
is the selection of one of our number to
occupy the high position of Speaker, and I
have very much pleasure in proposing the
following motion:That Mr. Frank Madden do take the chair of
this House as Speaker.

To all old members of the House, I am
sure Mr. Frank Madden is so well known,
and his qualities are of such a high order,
that I need sa V very little at all a1?out him.
His legal training will be of the greatest
use in the position of Speaker, and he has
many other qualities which, in my opinion,
and in the opinion of many others, entirely
fit him for that honorable position. I have
therefore much pleasure in moving that he
be Speaker. In doing that, I should like
to refer to the Speaker of the last Parliament, Mr. Beazley, who, I think, has deserved well of all of us.
Mr. WARDE.-This is the way you show
it !
Mr. FAIRBAIRN .-So far as I am personally concerned, the late Speaker was
kindness itself to me, but of course there
is a question of principle underlying this
matter, and it is on those grounds that I
am now acting.
Mr. HANNAH.-What is the principle?
1\1r. BAILEs.-The American principle-the spoils to the victors.
NIr. FAIRBAIRN.-I will not take up
the time of the House in going into the
matter further, but will simply move that
Mr. Frank Madden do take the chair of
the House as Speaker.
Mr. LEVIEN.-Mr. Watson, I rise for
t he purpose of seconding the proposition
of the honorable member for Toorak. I
feel that the nomination needs no justification or commendation from me.
The
distinguished career of the honorable member for Boroondara, and his excellent services as a m'ember of this House, extending
over manv Parliaments, at once point to
the honorable member as one entilelv fitted for the high and distinguished po~ition
to which it is now proposed to elevate him.
I am certain that if the choice of honorable
members falls upon the honorable member,
as I believe it will, he will not disappoint
them, but will faithful)y, intelligently, and
diligently discharge the high and important
duties devolving upon him. It is with great
pleas~re, indeed, that I second· the honorable m'ember's nomination, having sat
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with him through many Parliaments, and
having had experience of hjs excellent qualities-of his boldness and courage as a
private member, and of his fairness on all
occasions-and of the great public services
he has rendered as a member of this House
in the past. It is not with upmixed feelin~s that I am seconding the proposal, for
I know well that in electing him as Speaker
the Chamber will lose the distinguished
services of the honorable member in his
capacity as a private member, where his
usefulness has been great.
:Mr. COLECHIN.-It is to be hoped we
shall not.
Mr. LEVIEN.-I second the nomination
with very much gratification, and I hope
and believe that the choice of the House
will fall on the honorable member.
Mr. MADDEN.-I thoroughly appreciate the high honour that it is proposed to
confer upon me. Ai the same time I would
like to say that while I hav.e been in Parliament I have done my best to maintain
the rights and privileges of Parliament, sometimes at some loss and pain to
myself.
I certain 1y never did expect that
I would be appointed as the official guardian of those rights and privileges, but, of
course, I submit myself to the House, and
I shall be bound by its vote.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-I beg
to move-
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every member of the House by the impartial manner in which he discharged the
important duties attached to that very responsible' office.
On many occasions he
acted as Deputy Speaker during the occupancy of the chair by Mr. Speaker Mason,
and gave complete satisfaction.
The late
Mr. Gillies, when he was elected Speaker
of this honorable House, was unfortunately
very unwell, and unable on many occasions
to perform the duties attached to his office. Mr. Beazley acted as Deputy Speaker
during the greater portion of the occupancy
of the chair bv the late Mr. Gillies, and
then also gave' complete satisfaction. During the trying times of what is known as
the "Strike Session," he. performed the
duties of Speaker to the complete satisfaction of the Government. The late Premier
and the Minister of Railways bore testimony
on the floor of this House to the dignity
with which Mr. Beazley had filled the
position, and also to the rem~rkable physical strain that 'had been Imposed upon
him for he occupied the chair contim;ous,1y for sever-at days withou~ '~ny
relief.
On the death of :Mr. GIllIes,
Mr. Beazley was unanimously elected by
his fellow members to the position of
Speaker, and gave complete satisfaction.
The hope was expressed on several occasions, in conversation with one another, by
honorable members of the late House,
several of whom have survived the sfruggles
That Mr. William David Beazley do take the of the late general election~ that Mr.
chair of this House as Speaker.
Beazley would be re-elected by his conWhilst not desiring in the slightest degree stituents and that the House would take·
to discuss the merits of either candidate the opp~rtunity once more of conferring the·
that has been nominated, I desire to put honour of the position of Speaker upon one·
before my fellow members a few reasons who had filled it with such credit to himwhy I think we should follow the invari- self, and satisfaction to all concerned. I
able course, not only of this Parliament,. did hope that that expectation would be fulbut of the mother of Parliaments-the in- filled. The honorable member for Toorak
variable course also wherever British insti- has mentioned as one of the reasons for the
That course is motion which he has proposed, or rather
tutions are established.
that the retiring Speaker, if re-elected he has given an indication, that it is a quesby his constituents, and if . in the tion of principle. But he has not disc!osed
judgment of the House he has shown by what that question of principle is. I have
his previous occupancy of the position that . always understood that the question of
he possesses the necessary firmness and dis- party does not enter into the selection of
cretion for tne carrying out of the duties the honorable member' who shall fill the
of the office, should have conferred upon Speaker's Chair. That is the practice of
him the honour of re-election to that posi- the mother of Parliaments, and has been
,tion.
In the case of Mr. Beazley, those followed here.
I have every confidence
of us who have been in Parliament for that if :Mr. Beazley 'be elected by his fellow
many years-and he and I entered Par- members to the 'position of Speaker, he
liament on the same day fifteen years ago will show the same dignity as he has dis-know that for many years he filled the p1ayed in the past, and give the same com·
position. of Chairman of Committees, and plete satisfaction to honorable members.
gave the most complete satisfaction to never mind what their political views mar
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be. I have every confidence that he will
be thoroughly impartial, and that his selection will reflect credit upon this House as
it did upon the late House.
'
Mr. ELi\fSLIE.-It affords me very
great pleasure to s~cond the motion of the
honorable member for Allandale. I feel
that no words of mine could place Mr.
Beazley's c1aimsto the position of Speaker
more clearly and fairly before the House
than the honorable member for Allandale
has put them.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I desire to submit myself to the House. Before honorable members vote, I want them to understand the
circumstances thoroughly. Some of them are
under a misapprehension. I feel that I would
not like to take the position unless I did it
with the good-will of members. I have no
desire to occupy that chair, unless members
thems~lves desire me to. do so. I did my
best In the past. I have no conscious?ess of anything I did in the past which
bars me from receiving the position again.
I am told that the conditions are changed.
I understand that the belief that the conditions are changed influenced some members.
I have been eight years Chairman
and Speaker, and there has been no change
whatever in the conditions.
Whatever
member voted for me on previous occasions
v?t.ed for me under exactly the same condltIons. When members were coming to a
d~cision as to how they would vote, they
mIght have come to me to ask me whether
there had been any alteration in the conditions. I could' take that chair now,
and do the same as I have endeavoured to
do in the past-I CQuid do the work impartially and without fear or favour. I will
say this to the credit of the party to which
I belong~that they ne~er attempted in any
way to Influence me In aIlY act of mine
while ~ occupied the position of Speaker.
I submIt myself to the will of the House.
Mr. HANNAH.-As a new member, I
should not like the motion for the election
of Mr. Madden as Speaker to be put to
the House without hearing .[r::.'m those who
are responsible for the displacing of Mr.
~eazley .from the .chair. Wr.~I.t the principle
IS that IS unclerlymg their action.
I understand that there was a caucus of Ministerial supporters.
Kow, I have noticed
that the q-overnn;ent of the day, and also
the press 111 partIcular, have mentioned repeatedly that it is the caucus of the Labour
Partv in State and Commo:nvc:alth that
is killing politics.
However that maybe
so far as the past is concerned, I want t~
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know wherein comes the logical reasoning'
that has led the supporters of the Government to arrive at the conclusion that
they are justified in· being bound' by the
decision of a caucus in this instance. If
the Government of the day had taken upon
themselves the responsibility of recommending to the House the election of Mr.
:M.adden as Speaker, I could have
understood it, but I cannot under~'
. stand how members on the other (the
'Ministerial) side of the House can
justify theiF action in meeting in caucus
and binding others who, I believe, were
favorable to the re-electiu:1 of Mr. Beazley
to vote for the election of Mr. Madden.
As a new member, I want to say that I do
not believe that the position of Speaker of
this House should be filled on the principle
o~ " Spoils to the victors." That is a princIple that I do not believe in. Of course,
the Chairmanship of Committees may be
dealt with on that principle, but I do not
think that it can honestly be argued from
the Ministerial side of the House that
there is any analogy between the positions
of Chairman of Committees and Speaker.
I have endeavoured in the limited time at
my disposal to find a precedent in the past
for the action we, in this Parliament
of Victoria, are now about to take,
and. I have ~ound none.
I suppose the
motIve actuatmg members on the Government side of the House-and I believe this
was one of the reasons that actuated the
Ministerial caucus in putting forward Mr.
Madden-is that Mr. Beazlev is a member
of the ~abour Party.. I have nothing to
say aga111st Mr. Madden because he is
opposed to my party and to me in politics,
but I do want to say that honorable members on the Government side of the House
are .casting upon a man, who has served
them well in the past, a slur which, I
think, wiIi go down to history to their everlasting shame and degradation. Therefore,
although I am a new member, and although
it may seem a little presumptuous on my
part to rise at this particular time, I am
not going to allow this motion to be put
to the House, nor to vote upon it, without
expressing my opinion. I do say that the
members of the Ministerial Party, and
especially the Government who allow this
thing to take place, are setting a very bad
precedent.
Mr. WARDE.-Like the honorable mem
ber who has just preceded me, I do not
care to allow a motion of this kind to pass
without expressing my opinion on what I
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consider to be one of the worst phases of
our parliamentary existence.
If there is
one thing that a Parliament should be, it
should be free and untrammelled in the
selection of the man who is to occupy the
Speaker's chair during the life of that Parliament. If we consider the position fairly,
we must arrive at the conclusion that it
is absohltely necessary that members themselves, irrespective of their party feeling,
should be in such a position that it can be
truly said that the man who is elected to
the highest dignity that the House can confer has, at all events, behind him the support of the majority of the members of the
House.
Unless the election takes place
in the most impartial manner, and unless
the selection of the Speaker is left entirely
outside the realm of party politics, how
can the Speaker take that chair with the
full knowledge that he has the support
of the majority of the people behind him'?
We know perfectly well, if press reports
are correct-and we admit that they are not
always correct-that there were eleven
members at that important meeting of the
Ivlinisterial caucus who were opposed to
the election of Mr. Madden.
In other
words, there were eleven members who,
from my point of view, looked at the position of Speaker from a thoroughly impartial stand-point. Those eleven members
were of opinion that the House should be
free and untrammelled in the selection of
the man who was to preside over its deliberations. Now, those eleven members
have, to a very large extent, had their
opinions taken from them, and have
been pledged in caucus to come into.
an
act
this
House
to
perpetrate
which they do not believe will be for
the benefit of this Parliament, or of the
debates to be conducted under the jurisdiction of the Speaker. That is an unfortunate circumstance, and it is still
more unfortunate to consider that so far as
any reason has been put forward, the reason
is simply one of prejudice-prejudice because a man occupies a position in the
Labour Party. The last Government, with
all their faults, recognised that a good man
was available for the position of Speaker,
and the v at once selected that man for that
hig? dignity, irrespecti~e of his party
polItICS.
I do not thmk there is any
honorable member sitting upon the Government side of the House this afternoon who
can say that the Chair lost any of its dignity while it was occupied by the honorable
member who \vas elected by the last House.
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Mr. HANNAH.-It gained.
Mr. WARDE.-I do not know that it
gained, but I do know that the dignity of
the Chair was kept quite up to the standard
by the last occupant. I believe that we
have been fortunate in our Parliament in
having men who have maintained the dignity of the Chair. I do not wish to say
that Mr. Madden will not maintain that
dignity. I am not dealing with the question from the point of view of the selection
of . the honorable member who has been
nominated from the Government side of the
House; but I do say that the action that
is now being taken strIkes a blow at the right
of Parliament to conduct its business in an
impartial and straightforward manner. The
highest tribute that the House can pay in
order to recognise the work of its officials
is to re-elect those officials; so far as possible without opposition, to the positions,
the duties of which they have carried out
\vith dignitv to themselves and benefit to
the people who come under their jurisdiction. The result of the caucus of Ministerial supporters has shown that eleven of
them were fair minded enough to allow
the filling of this position to be an open
1uestion. Yet, under the coercion of the
members of the majority on the Government side of the House, a man is to be
placed in the Chajr who, in my honest
opinion, will not possess the support of the
majority of the members of this Chamber.
Those eleven members of the Ministerial
caucus have had to pledge their votes, but
if the vote cou!d be taken to-day irrespective of party opinion, we should get a decision which would show that the confidence
of this House had' not waned in the man
who did this work in the past. I am
speaking free from any personal bias
or party feeling in this matter, for so far
as this (the opposition) side of the House
is concerned, \ve gain a vote if Mr. Beazley
is not placed in the chair; but at the same
time I maintain that the action of the members on the Government side of the House
constitutes an uncalled-for reflection upon
a man who has honestly done his duty to
the Parliament and the people in the position he has occupied in the past.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I did not intend
to intrude on this debate j but as the matter
has b~en discussed at rather greater length
than IS usual on these occasions, I think
perhaps it might not be out of place for me
to make a few remarks upon what I conceive to be a violation of one of the traditions of the Parliament of Great Britain
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and the Parliament of Victoria. I have no
wish to make any comparisons between those
who are aspirants to the high office which
we now propose to fill. I am fully aware
that both gentlemen have qualifications, but
~ do say that it is an acknowledged principle which has been fullv debated and acted
upon by the Parliam'ent of the United
Kingdom, that where a man has given absolute satisfaction in this high office, it is not
at all necessary that he shoufd be a member
of the majority of the House. In fact,
unless there are some absolute disqualifications, the tradition of the British Parliame;nt is that that member shall be reelect~d, if he is successful in re-entering
Pnrhament, to the high and dignified office
which we are now seeking to fill. I feel
it ,yould be wrong for me to allow this election to go past without raising my voice to
protest agamst what I consider to be a violation of a very important and valuable traditiol~. J n connexion with the Speakership
are ll1volved the dignity of Parliament
and the dignity of the people of this
country; and any attack on any tradition
which concerns the election of the occupant
of that high office, seems to me to be a matter of suffici~nt importance to justify one,
even though It may be contrary to precedent
for those who are in a position of leadership to say anything on such occasions, in
I aising on~' s voice in protest against any
change bemg made at the present time in
the Speakership. I need not emphasize
the qualities which ?lTr. Beazley possesses.
Those of us who were members' of the last
Parliament know full well how admirably
he filJed' that high office. We know the
courtesy, the firmness, the dignitv, and the
common sense which marked hIS conduct
?Jl occasions of very great difficul ty, and
111 fact on all occasions.
We know that he
~ossess~s in a very marked degree the qualitIes whIch go to make a great Speaker, and
the qualities which are necessary to uphold
the dignity and honour of an important deliberative bod\'. That he should now be cast
aside in such circumstances seems to me to
justify one in raising one's voice against
the change which it is proposed to make,
and I accordingly do so.
2\1r. GAUNSO·N.-It is true I am a new
member, although I am an old man.
\iVhilst we have listened to some remarks
about the mother of Parliaments and' the
principles which guide and govern itabout whjch~ not having studied the subject
so minutely, I prefer to say nothing-I will
not subscribe for one moment to the doctrine
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that the leaders of the House have not the
right to nominate; but it is not the leaders
of the House who have nominated on this
occasion. It is the tail wagging the dog.
There is no getting away from that. Personally, let me say this, I would ten thousand times rather vote for, Mr. Madden
than Mr. Beazley. I say that distinctly.
I am satisfied that if the choice falls on
}fr. Madden, he will show all those qualities that ought to be found in a Speaker;
but, after all, let us look the facts of this
case f airl y in the face. I t does not lie in
the mouth of the' Government supporters to
traduce and defame the Labour Party for
caucusing. They have been guilty of the
same abomination, if it be so, and it is the
caucus who have led the Government on this
occasion, and not the Government who have
led the caucus.
There are two newspapers in this countr", and the members
of the j'\'linisterial' caucus have even
managed to shock their consciences.
Mr. TouTcHER.-It is a very bad case,
then.
Mr. GAUNSON.-And what shall I
say to my honorable friend the Premier?
I tell him that he shocked the consciences
of David Ananias and old Sally Sapphira.
There is one reason why, personally, I shall
rejoice to see Mr. Madden in the position
of Speaker in thi~ House, and that is because then I shaH know that there is in
the chair an invincible determined opponent of a man who has oppressed this
country more than any other man I know
of. Everybody knows whom I mean. I
need not mention his name.
Mr. MURRAY.-That might cause to some
extent the shock to the conscience.
Mr. GA UKSON.-I have very little
doubt that it is a shock to his conscience.
I am a mere onlooker, but, after all is
said and done, let us 190k at the way in
which these things have been conducted in
the past. Mr. Beazley was Chairman of
Committees for a number of years, and'
when Mr. Gillies fell ill l\-Ir. Beazley, as
of right, stepped in as Deputy Speaker.
Then 'Mr. 'Gillies was gathered to hi)
fathers, and it was but natural that, under
these circumstances, Mr. Beazley should,
without any question whatever being raised,
be appointed Speaker of this Assembly.
And then how did he comport himself in
the chair? Let me refer for a moment
to w'hat, an old and honoured member of
this Assembly once said il). congratulating
the Speaker upon his election to that office.
rt is a very short quotation, and the
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member to whom I allude is the Honorable
J ames "Macpherson Grant, long since deceased. In congratulating the Speaker at
that time-I think it was th(.! late Sir
Charles Mac~1ahon-~Ir. Grant said thisThe Speaker should be possessed of a knowledge of the law and practice, of the forms and
usages of Parliament, and of the rights and
privileges of its members.

V\T ell, does "Mr. Beazley lack in that respect?

Several HONORABLE MEMBERS.-No.
Mr. GAUNSON.-If I had any fault
to find with Mr. Beazley it would be for
giving his assent to the results of that free
conference upon the separate representation business.
He should have a high sense of honour; he
should have patience-great" patience-and forbearance.

That will be very much wanted in this
House in the immediate future.
He should be prompt and firm in the maintenance of order, and, above all, he should be
unswervingly impartial, alike regardless of individual and party considerations.

Do these remarks apply to Mr. Beazley?
Has much been lacking in these respects on
his part?
Before this Assembly can conscientiously do its duty, let each voter ask
himself, "What is the reason ~vhy Mr.
Beazley should not go into that chair?
'Why, what evil hath he done?'"
That
is the question that each man and each
gentleman must resolve for himself"What evil hath he done?" It seems to
me that before you can come to an honest
determination in this matter you must decide that question in your hearts and conSCIences. If you feel that there is no complaint to make against him, what then is
your ground for voting against him? How
can you blow hot and cold? How can you
deny him the Speakership? If you feel
that Mr. Beazley, in some tight places that
may occur hereafter, will be bound by his
pledge to the Labour Party, does that mean
that Mr. Madden, if he is placed in the
chair, will "sit on" the Labour Party?
Is that your judgment, your hope, your
wish? If it is so, and if that is the way
in which we are to begin the proceedings
of this new Parliament, then all I can say
is that we have the mother of strife alreadv
amongst us.
I do not desire to say on~
word that might imply any feeling of regret should Mr. Madden be placed in that
chair. I believe that if he goes into the
chair, he will to the very letter fulfil all
those which appear to me to be absolutely
necessary conditions to be observed by the
Speaker of this House.
He must be
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patient~yes, he must be greatly patient-

and that is a quality that I hope he 'Will
develop more in the chair than I think we
have been able to see in him in the past.
Nevertheless, I am perfectly satisfied that
he will exhibit all those qualities. I could
cheerfully vote for him, -but before I can
bring myself to do so, I must see the evil
that ~Ir. Beazley has done, and that evil
must be shown to me before I shock by my
vote, not the consciences of old S"all y
Sapphira or David Ananias, but the consciences of the people of this community.
That is what we have to look to.
Of
course, as regards " spoils to the victors," I
sa y nothing at all. I f I were sitting on
the Government side of the House as one
of the majority, I should want the spoils
too, and I do not wish to say anything
whatever on that point.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I have no desire to
say anything in repetition of what has been
said already by other speakers, but I do
not think we are justified in coming to a
vote on this matter without referring to
what has been said bv the honorable member for the Public S'ervice (Mr. Gaunson)
and by other honorable members. I quite
agree with what my honorable friends, the
member for Allandale and the member for
Flemington, have said.
I desire merely
to touch on a point which I think has not
been sufficiently dealt with this afternoon,
and that is '\\;ith respect to those eleven
good men and true in the Ministerial
caucus who expressed themselves as desirous of supporting the re-election to the
chair of our old friend Mr. Beazley.
I
am in the position of having sat,
as a municipal councillor, under five
different chairmen, one of whom was Mr.
Beazley, and, in my opinion, he possesses
the v~ry ra,re quality qf being without
either conscious or unconscious bias. That
is a very rare and valuable quality in either
a Speaker or a Chairman, and in those
respects I consider that Mr. Beazley rises
very far above the average of the Speakers
who have occupied the chair in this
Assembly-that is, so far as I have read
or seen. Therefore, I consider that it is the
duty of honorable members, and especially
of the eleven members to whom I have
referred, that they should be very chary how
they give their votes this afternoon. This
is not a party question.
I t has nothing
whatever 'to do with the Bent Government
This is an
or with the Labour Party.
election of an honorable gentleman to fill
the very highest position that can be
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conferred upon any man in this country. I
see that one of the eleven members, to whom
I have referred, has already passed two
sleepless nights in consequence of the decision of the ca~cus j but I am very much
afraid that in the future they will suffer
from something very much worse than
sleepless nights. However, as I have said,
this is not a party question. Those honorable
members say that they are very desirous
of voting for Mr. Beazley, and I hope that
they will rise to the occasion this afternoon,
looking backward, as well as forward, with
the desire that this House shall achieve a
record of good government and good
management. To do that, they must vote
for a man who will fill the chair with
ability. I have not a word to say against
l1r. Madden. I believe that he will do his
best in that position, as every Speaker in
the past has tried to do. I trust that honorable members will give a straight-out and
conscientious vote, and if they do so, I feel
satisfied that Mr. Beazlev will be reelected.
:\lr. BAILES.-Before we can vote on
this question I think that honorable members, and especially those who were members of the last Parliament, may reasonably
give some consideration to the circumstances
under which Mr. Beazley was called to the
chair as Speaker. Then, as now, Mr.
Beazley was a member of the Labour Party.
No exception whatever was taken by any
honorable member at that time to the fact
of his belonging to that party.
:\lr. ELMSLIE.-There were not so many
Labour members then.
:\lr. BAILES.-Was Mr. Beazley, while
presiding over the deliberations of this
House, ever found 1'0 fail in his dutv to
members generally? I have a vivid recollection that on one of the few occasions
\\"hen he had to call honorable members to
order, and had to be firm in his determination, it \yas the members of the Labour
Party "'h9 were in question, particularly
one of them sitting at that time in
this (the opposition) corner.
I would
appeal strongly to honorable members in
this matter. When a man has occupied an
important position, and has given every
satisfaction to the people of the countrY,
as weB as to the members of this Hou.se,
is it fair to cast any leflection uDon him?
Is it fair that any stigma should-be thrust
upon him by rejecting him from office when
he comes up for re-election, by saying inferentiallv that he has not conducted the
business properly in the past, and is not
J
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worthy of the confidence of honorable members ? We know that we all of us claim,
when we come before our constituents for
re-election, that we have discharged our
duties faithfully and well; and knowing,
as we do, that Mr. Beazley has done his
duty to this House and to the State, we
ought to hesitate before we cast any stigma
upon him by rejecting him on this occasIon.
I f there is an idea in the minds of those
honorable members who attentled the caucus
that they are hitting the Labour Party by
this means, then all I can say is that they
are doing something that will recoil upon
themselves in the future. We have no right
whatever to say to a competent man that,
because his political principles are in a
particular direction, he is not competent
to carry out the duties attaching to the position of Speaker. I would remind those
honorable members who contemplate voting
against Mr. Beazley's nomination on such
grounds as these, of the results of the conduct of members of the House of Commons
towards a man who was elected time after
time by his constituents, first, as a joke;
but who, afterwards, owing to the scorn
and contumely which he suffered at the
hands of his fellow members, rose to a
position of great importance. I hope there
is not one man amongst the honorable members, to whom I have referred, who will
vote on this occasion in such a way as to
be guilty of doing an in justice to and casting a slur upon a man who has carried out
the duties of the first Commoner of the
State so satisfactorily as Mr. Beazley has
done.
The House divided on the question that
Mr. Frank M.adden take the chair of the
House as SpeakerAves
33
Noes
28
Majority for the motion
AYES.

Mr. Argyle,
" Bent,
Bowser,
" E. H. Cameron,
" J. Cameron,
" Carlisle,
" Cullen,
" Downward,
" DufIus,
" Fairbairn,
" Forrest,
Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr. Graham,
" Gray,
" Harris,
" Hunt,
" Hutchinson.
" Keast,

Mr. Keogh,
" Kirkwood,
Langdon,
" Levien,
" Livingston,
" Mackey,
" McBride,
" McKenzie,
" McLeod,
" Murray,
" Robertson,
" Swinburne,
" Thomson.

Tellers.
Mr. Boyd,
" \Vatt.
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NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Beard,
G. H. Bennett,
H. S. Bennett,
A. A. Billson,
J. W. Billson,
Colechin,
Elmslie,
Gaunson,
Hannah,
Holden,
Lawson,
Lemmon,
Mackinnon,
McGrath,
McGregor,

Mr. Morrissey,
" Oman,
" Outtrim,
Sir Alexander Peacock
Mr. Prendergast,
" Sangster,
" Smith,
" Solly,
" Toutcher,
" \Varde,
" Wilkins.

Tellers.
Mr. Anstey,
" Bailes.

~Ir. :Madden was then conducted by
his proposer and seconder to the chair.
The SP$:AJKER. - Honorable gentlemen, I thank you sincerely for the very
great honour you have conferred upon me.
I know the responsibilities which rest upon
me to conduct the proceedings of this House
with the dignity and impartiality which
have been characteristics! of th~s Ohair
in the past. I 'will do mv best to warrant
the confidence which you" have reposed in
me. I am aware that I follow a gentleman
who performed the duties of this Chair most
admirabl y, and adorned every position
which he occupied in Parliament; a gentleman who is my own personal friend, ane,
I believe, the friend of every man in this
Assembly. I' have never sought for office
or preferment, and I did not now; but I
recognise it as a principle that no member
of this Assembly has any right to shirk
constitutional responsibilitv if it is the desire of the House that he -should undertake
it. I t'herefore accept the direction of the
House with respect -and gratitude. I will
do my best to perform mv duties here. You
in your wisdom have thought proper to
elect me as Speaker. I cannot dispute :hal
decision. I t is not for me to do so, but
it is for me to say that I will, at anv rate,
attempt to carry -out the duties of my
office in as excellent a manner as my predecessor.
~Jr. BENT, addressi~g the Speaker, said
-Allow me to congratulate YOU, sir, on
the high position you have been placed in
to-day. And permit me also to sav that,
notwithstanding the discussion, and the
diyision that has taken place, had our
friend on the other side been elected, I
would, in the same warm manner, have
congratulated him. You, sir, have made
certain promises, and I believe you will
carry out all that you have promised. It
will be our pleasure, I am sure, all round
the House, to obey the rulings of the
Chair. You have promised to rule with
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impartiality, and we, at any rate, will back
you up in that respect. I feel sure that
you will maintain with dignity the high
position that the previous Speakers have
held since the foundation of this countrv,
and I h,ave much -pleasure in congratulatiri'g
you on your electIOn to the Chair.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I desire to
sa'y, on your elevation to the Chair, that
I hope your performance of its duties will
?e marked by that strict impartiality which
IS necessary in th~ high position you now
?ccuPY·. ,In the past we have experienced
ImpartIalIty from the Chair, and I can
onl y hope th~t the. result of your presiding
over the delIberatIOns of the House will
be satisfactory to all parties. Of course,
we cannot hope at all times to select a
Speaker who is in entire accord with everv
party in the Chamber; but it is expected
th~t the gentleman whom the House appomts to govern its deliberations shall have
the ful.lest confidence of every member, and
that hIS r~lings will be distinguished for
extreme faIrness and justice.
Mr. MACKINNON.-Speaking on behalf o,f. honorable members sitting in the
Opposl.tIOn corner, I desire to associate myself WIth the congratulatory remarks that
have fallen fr?m the previous speakers.
Those of us, SIr, who know you privately
are ,aware o.f your ,g.reat personal ability,
your profeSSIOnal abIlIty, and your capacitv
111 other directions,
Those of us who have
seen your ,conduct in this House know that
you are a hard fighter, but always a fair
fighter.' For that reason we feel confident
you will exercise the functions of your
great offic.e with impartiality to every member of thIS House. and to every section of
opinion in this Chamber. You have undertaken a great burden; but so far as those
of us who are sitting in this corner are
. concerned, and I am sure I may say the
same of everv other honorable member of
this House,' you will receive that loyal
support which is alwars looked for by the
occupant of your high office.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I rise, sir, not to congratulate you-I suppose that could hardly
be expected of me-but to offer you mv
sincere allegianee. I
understand the
responsibility of the office you now occupy.
I know its anxieties, and I can assure you
that you will have no warmer supporter
than myself in the discharge of your
duties.
Mr. GAUNSON,-On behalf of the representatives of the Public Service generally, and as one who did not oppose, but
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did not support, you for the chair, will
"I have called you together in order that
you let me sax for myself and my brethren, I may have your advice and assistance with
who are not of this House, for we are regard to matters of importance .which will
interlopers, that you will have the most
cheerful obedience and assistance at our be submitted to you by my advisers.
"It is most desirable for the welfare of
hands. 'rVe will not commence, like Jack
Cade in his rebellion, by saying that the the people that the greatest possible facilifirst thing we will do is to hang all lawyers. ties should be afforded for settlement on
For myself, need I tell you I am heartily
glad t,) see you in the chair? I know I the lands of the State. With this view a
need not. You, I am sure, will keep your measure has been prepared, for your conpromise to the House written in your heart .sideration, providing for the acquisition by
of hearts, and I believe that the whole of the Crown, from private owners, of lands
the House hereafter will see reason to suitable for the purposes of closer settlerejoice in your Speakership. We are not
ment, not only in the distant country disat all afraid or timorous that you will in
any way attempt to "sit on" any side of the tricts, but also within easy reach of centres
House at the behest of any other side of of population. These land's will be acthe House.
quired under conditions which, while efMr. BENT movedfectuall y conserving the rights of the
That the House, at its rising, adjourn until toowners, will, it is hoped, prove of great
morrow, at two o'clock.
advantage
to the State. The areas will
He intimated that His Excellency thp.
Governor would receive the Speaker on the be utilized for the purpose of affording sons
following day at the Government offices, at of farmers and others an opportunity of
a quartel past twelve o'clock.
becoming proprietors of land, and of enThe motion was agreed· to.
abling workmen in towns to take up small
The House adjourned at twenty-eight
minutes past one o'clock until two o'cloc.k blocks w!1ich they or their families may be
able to cultivate.
on the following day.
"With similar objects, an Amending
Land Bill will be laid before you, providLEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
ing for the thrmving open for selection, in
small
areas, of land suitable for people of
Tllursday, June 30, 1904.
limited means, in those districts of. the
The PRESIDENT took the chair at four State which are, or which may in the future
minutes to two o'clock p.m.
become, by means of irrigation or other
works, valuable for the purposes of proSTATE OPEKING OF
p ARLIA~fE KT.
duction.
At two o'clock the Usher announoed the
"With the further object of rendering
approach of His Excellency the Governor,
fertile the arid portions of the State, it is
and immediately afterwards Hi.s Excellency
intended to proceed, as rapidly and as'
entered the chamber, attended by his suite.
The members of the Legislative Assem- fully as circumstances will permit, with the
bly having been summoned,
im portant work of ·water conservation and
His EXCELLENCY addres3~rj the irrigation. A Bill for this purpose will be
following speech to both Houses of P arlia- brought before you, and that measure will
ment : lembddy the principle that those who. derive
"}[R. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE GENTLE- benefit from the works shall contribute towards their cost.
MEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
":JLR. SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE
"My advisers are impressed with the
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:
necessity of making knmvnmore widely
" I am happy on this, the first occasion of the capabilit~es of the State in the matter
my meeting Parliament, to be able to con- of food production, and of securing a wider
gratulate you upon the general prosperity market for such produce; and they are
of the country.
using every endeavour to bring about those
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results. The methods of the Department
of Agriculture will be improved, and the
dairying and other industries will be assisted as far as possible. In order to admit
of the largest v,essels in the world calling.
here for produce, steps are being taken to
deepen the entrance to Port Phillip H,eads.
"The financial position of the State is,
I am glad to inform you, such as to afford'
great satisfaction and to prove the wisdom
of the various measures of 'economy which
have recently been resorted to. For the
financial year which will close at the end
of June, the railwa~'s, under the management of the present Commissioners, will
have practically earned (in addition to
working expenses, and an outlay of
£ I I 5,000 on belated repairs and recoups
of capital funds) full interest charges on
the railway debt, which forms about fourfifths of the total indebtedness of the State.
"In these favorable ci;cumstances, my
advisers feel justifi,ed in proposing a red'uction of the income tax, and they will have
pleasure in submitting to you a Bill for
that purpose.
'
" The greatest economy will still be e:x.ercised in every d~partment of the public
service, and every opportunity of r,educing
the cost of administration will be availed
of.
"~IR.

SPEAKER

AND

GENTLEMEN

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:

"The Estimates of expenditure for the
ensuing year, which have been prepared
with the· greatest regard to economy, will
be submitted to you in due course.
"~lR. PRESIDENT AND HONORABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
"~JR.

SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:

" It is the intention of the Government to
undertake, out of revenue, a number bf
ppblic works which will be beneficial to the
communit".
" Attention is being giv,en to the development of the mining industry. A Bill was
submitted to the last Parliament provid'ing
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for several important changes in the existing law, but the time available did not
admit of its becoming law. A measure will
be introduced containing all the principal
provisions of the former Bill, together with
several important additions which experience has shown to be desirable and necessary. This measure will include provisions
for the simplification of administration; for
the protection from accident of miners and
engine-drivers; for proper ventilation; and
for improving the health conditions of
underground' workers; also for giving such
increased security of tenure as will encourage the investme~t of capital in mining.
" Boring operations having proved of the
greatest value. in discovering mineral deposits and in determining the course of the
old auriferous beds, it is intended to provide plant for carrying on those operations
in various parts of the State, with respect
both to gold and coal.
"As regards dnedging, it is intended' to
proceed with caution, because; while much
good may result therefrom in some parts of
the State, yet in others loss and damage
may ensue. Every application for a dredging licence will, therefore, be carefully and
full y inquired into, and will only be granted
when the work can be carried on without
undue risk.

"It is also jnt,ended to extend' the provisions of the Mines Development Act, so
as to provide, by means of loans, assistance
to companies and parties engaged in developing auriferous areas.
" The conservation of the State forests is
receiving careful consideration, and it is
hoped that, by a re-organization of the
Forests department, and by the adoption of
improved methods of administration, not
only will the valuable timber of the State
be more effectually preserved and rendered
available, but a large revenue will be derived therefrom.
" The great importance to the community
of unadulterated and wholesome food is
recognised by the Government, and a Bill
to secure, as far as possible, this most desirable result will be laid before you.
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" 1\1 y advisers have appointed a commission to inquire into the working of the
butter industry; and :the report of that
commission, when pr·esented, will be immediately taken into careful consideration,
with a view to the initiation of any legislationwhich may be found to be necessary.
"The Factories Acts, 'which w,ere passed
for limited periods, have successfully stood
the test of experience, and a Bill will be
brought forward for consolidating and
placing those Acts permanently upon the
statute-book.
"I now leave you to your deliberations,
which, I trust, under the blessing of Divine
Providence, will cond'uce to the prosperity
a.nd happiness of the people."
Copies of the speech were then handed
by the 'Governor's private secretary to the
President and to the Speaker..
His Excellency and suite then withdrew,
and the members of the Assembly also left
the chamber.
The PRESIDENT again took the chair at a
quarter to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.
PRESENTATION OF THE
PRESIDENT TO THE GOVERNOR.
The PRESIDENT announced that he
had, accompanied by honorable members,
presented himself to His Excellency the
Governor, and had informed him of his
election as P.resident of this Chamber, and
that His Excellency had been pleased to
make the following reply:-Mr. PRESIDENT,-It is with much pleasure I
learn of tpe choice made by the Legislative
Council in electing you for the second time to fill
the high and honorable office of President.
1
feel assured that you will continue. to uphold
the dignity of that distinguished position. Your
long and prominent public career in both Hou~es
of Parliament of Victoria will, I am certam,
fully justify the members of the Legislat.ive
Council in their action, and it is now my pleasmg
duty to officially approve of their selection of
yourself as President of the Legislative Council
of Victoria.

COMl\USSION TO SWEAR
. MEMBERS.
The PRESIDENT announced that he
had received a commission from His Excellency the Governor authorizing him to
swear in honorable members of this House.

Gltairman of Committees.

NEW MEMBER.
The Hon. H. W. H. Irvine was introduced and sworn as one .of the members
for the Nelson Province, and presented to
the Clerk the declaration of qualification
required by Act No. J075.
JURIES ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved for
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the
Juries Acts.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.
Th'e Han. J. M. DAVIES movedThat the Honorable Nicholas FitzGerald be
Chairman of Committees of the Council.

He said-Mr. FitzGerald is the oldest member of the House. His long experience
would qualify him for the position, but, apart
from his experience, his abilities would qualify
him. We have not to trust only to his abilities and his experience, because Mr. FitzGerald was CRairman during the last session, and we have the knowledge of the
way in which he performed his duties. I
feel satisfied that these duties were performed in such a manner that every member
of the House has the fullest confidence in
him as Chairman. There is one regret, and
that is that if we re-elect him Chairman we
lose his valuable services as a member in
committee j but we still retain those services
as a .member of the House, and he will be
able to give us his valuable experience on
Bills hefore they reach the committee stage.
This is a motion that I know will be satisfactory to all members of this House, and
it gives me the greatest pleasure to move it.
Sjr HENRY CUTHBERT.-I rise for
th~ purpose of seconding this motion, and
I think it is one that will be acceptable to
every member in this Chamber. I think it is
the unanimous desire of the Chamber that
the gentleman who is so much respected,
and performed his duties so admirably
and so impartially during the time he occupied the position of Chairman of Committees- a position onlv second to that which
you occupy, Mr. Pr~sident-should be reappointed. The duties that devolve upon
the Chairman of Committees are most important, and we all know that Mr. FitzGerald has for a long period of years been
an ornament to this' House, has taken a
leading part in all· our debates, and that he
is admirably fitted to discharge the duties
of Chairman fairly and efficiently.
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The motion was agreed to.
. The Hon. F. STUART moved the adopThe PRESIDENT,-In declaring this tIOn of the address in reply. He saidmotion carried unanimously, I may be I have placed in my hands a copy of the
allowed to express my feeling of pleasure Governor's speech delivered to-day, and btin being associated with my honorable fore I proceed to speak about the general
friend, Mr. FitzGerald, in conducting the measures proposed by the Government I
business of this House. vVe all know that would like to ask the forbearance of the
during his prolonged career as a member House, inasmuch as I have a very bad cold.
of the House he has set an example of what The only consolation that maybe to honora member should be. I am sure, as Chair- able members is that it will prevent me from
man of Committees in the past, he has al- making a very long speech, for which honrtach shown :\ high standard of efficiency orable members will be grateful. The first
and "excellence, and we may know what to item that calls for particular notice is the
expect in the future from what we have proposal of the Government to ·deal with
the possibility of settling people on the land
received in the past.
by closer settlement and the purchase of
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD.-I beg to country lands and lands adjacent to towns.
express to you, Mr. President, my grateful I notice that the Government do not indiacknowledgments of the kind refererence cate whether they are in favour of commade to me, and to the Attorney-General pulsory 'purchase or not j but I take it
and Sir Henry Cuthbert acknowledgments that if the Government cannot possibly
are specially due j but, above all, I desire procure land at a value they approve of
to offer acknowledgments in the most grate- they will be prepared to insist on
fulspirit to my honorable colleagues of this compulsory purchase.
I do not see how
House. It will be my duty and pleasure, they can do anything else.
It is very
and I hope I shall be successful in carrying imperative that the people should be settled
it out, to endeavour to prove by my conduct on land obtained at a reasonable price, so
in the chair lhat I deserve the confiuence that they can make a fair profit out of it,
honorahle members ha ve b~~en good enough and I am sure no sensible man would opto place in mt;.
pose compulsory purchase under these conditions, always making it a very important point that the owners of the land shall
THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
be compensated fairly for the lands taken
ADDRESS IN REPLY.
from them.
The Government are in favThe House proceeded to the consideration our of throwing open State lands, and
of the speech delivered by His .Excellency making small areas available for settlethe Governor to both Houses of Parliament. ment by people of limited means.
The Hon. F. STUART movedIn connexion with this it has alThat a committee be appointed to prepare an ways appeared to me a very wonderful
address to' His Excellency the Governor in .reply thing that successive Governments have
to His Excellency's opening speech; such committee to consist of the Honorables W. L. Baillie.u, never recognised the value of Eastern
Gippsland.
All members of the House
W. Cain, E. J. Crooke, W. H. Edgar, T. H.
may not be aware that we have beyond the
Payne, R. B. Ritchie, and the mover.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR seconded the Snowy River a very large area of land
practically unoccupied.
There are about
'motion, which was agreed to.
4,000 square miles of territory in what is
The committee retired, and were absent
called Croajingolong, and what is really
some time.
Eastern .Gippsland, lying between the
On their return they brought up the fol- Snowy River and New South 'Vales. I
lowing addre::;s in reply:know' this country very intimately. I have
To His Excellency the Honorable Sir Reginald travelled through it, and camped out for
Arthur James Talbot, Knight Commander of
the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Go- weeks on it, and I know it from the seavernor of the State of Victoria and its De- board to the mountains, and from east to
pendencies in the Commonwealth of Aus- west.
Some of the country is poor,most
tralia, &c., &c., &c.
of it is fair, and some is very good.
It
is a principality-a country on which we
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCYWe, the Legislative Council of Victoria, in could settle two or three thousand families,
Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty and the climate is unequalled, being free
to our Most Gracious Sovereign, :and to thank
It is an
Your Excellencv for the gracious speech which from both hot winds and frosts.
ideal place for a settlement, and while we
you have been pleased to address to Parliament.
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have our people going away to South
Africa and other countries, we have within
. our own territory this magnificent country
If the Federal
available for settlement.
Parliament approve of Bombala as the
Federal Capital, then it will be absolutely
necessary to make a railway from Bairnsdale, through New S·outh Wales, t'o Bombala, but if the Federal Capital is made
further inland, no doubt the existing railways will be made use of. If the Federal Capital is not established at Bombala,
we wHl have to make a line of railway
ourselves.
We ought to open that country up by making a light line from the
Gippsland Lakes on to Orbost, thence
northwards to Reeds,
Bonang,
and
Bendoc, with a second line going
south to Erinundra, and on to Murrangowar and ~1allacoota.
A narrow-gauge
line will do.
This is a very large terrjtory, and a light line of railway could be
made to cost not more than £r,ooo a mile.
I had the misfortune to own a saw-mill,
and built ten and a half miles of tramThat
way at a cost of £200 a mile.
tramway carried heavy loads on the
wooden rails, but with steel rails a
ro-ton engme could be run· on it.
You can build feeding lines in this country
at a yery low rate indeed, and by that
means can open up a magnificent territory.·
I am surprised, as I have said, at th'e inaction of successive Victorian Governments
in not bringing this country into use oefore.
It is practically a terra incognita, an unknown country, rich in minerals, soil, and
timber, but it is quite available- by the
expenditure of not mOre than £250,000 in
making light railways. Then we have the
proposal of the Government to mitigate
and make available the arid areas of the
State. That brings to my mind the Tooleybuc scheme, of which my colleague, Mr.
Melville, is practically the father. The
honorable member knows all about this.
scheme, and he, and engineers also, have
assured me that it is quite possible to irrigate a very large portion of the mallee
.country from the overflow of the Murray
River, at the same time doing no harm
to sister States. That scheme means the
.conservation of a very large quantity of
water, which can be used for the irrigation
'Of an extensive area of very valuable country. In passing, I may say that it has
appeared to me, when going through the
Mallee, that the settlers do themselves a
very great injustice and suffer a very great
harriship by their own folly. They will
H on. F. Stuart.

Address in Reply.

not conserve enough water. The ordinary
settler builds a bit of a house in a most
ungracious way, and digs a small waterhole, and then expects Heaven to come to
his assistance, and make the dam available for his use for all time. If the
settlers would only spare the time, when
the wheat is sown and there is nothing at all
to do, to dig a big tank and conserve
water, they would have no trouble, or very
little trouble at all.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT.-They have not
the means-that is the trouble.
The Hon. F. STUART.-I would say
that in a country like America, when men
have to settle in out-of-the-way parts, they
form working bees. They gather together,
bring horses, or bullocks, and tools,. and
together make roads, bridges, or tanks, or
whatever they require, and all is done in
a very short time. The Government propose to make a big effort in the direction
of fostering food production and the
export of all kinds of food products
that we can grow in Victoria.
With that
proposition I am thoroughly in accord. I
do not know any country in the world more
fitted to supply food than Australia.
I
happen to have been born in this country,
and I had no idea of its value until I went
abroad and s:nv other countries.
Several HONOR."-BLE MEMBERS. - Hear,
hea~
.
The Hon. F. STUART.-We can hardly
realize what a good country Australia is
When we leave it, we
until we leave it.
are always glad to get back to it.
Several HONORABLE MEMBERS. - Hear,
hear.
The Hon. F. STUART.-In Northern
Europe, and in North America, including
Canada, everyone has to house his cattle
for five or six months of the year, and feed
In North America they
them by hand.
suffer from the . terrible blizzard, which
comes across the country like a snow-clad
In other
sword, killing man and beast.
parts the people also at times suffer from
savage men or savage animals.
Here, the
only sava,ge animal is the rabbit.
Stock
in Australia can live out of doors all the
year round, and the cattle and sheep grow
and increase in numbers on the natural
The only real
pastures of the country.
difficulty is the drought, and once we get
hold of the idea of water conservation all
our troubles will disappear, for there is no
countrv on God's earth so valuable as Australia for the purposes of food production.
Every creature that is introduced into the
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country increases and flourishes, many of
them to such an extent that in a few vears
they become a curse, as we have se~n in
connexion with the rabbits, the sparrows,
and the star lings.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-And agitators.
The Hon. F. STUART.-In this connexion I should like to say something about
an industry which is very seldom thought of,
and that is the encouragement of fish production. I do not know that many honorable members of this House know much
about fish, or fishy questions either, but if
we look to what has been accomplished in
the United States of America in connexio!l
with t.he fish industry, we shall find what
a vast amount of good they have done. In
America, in 187 I, some thirty-threle or
. thirty-four years ago, they established a Fish
Commission, which started to consider how
they could multiply the local or native
valuable fish, and how they could introduce
val.uable fish from other parts of the world.
Since that time the multiplication of fish has
gone on in the most marvellous way, and
honorable members probably will be astonished when I tell them of the value of the
fish produced artificially in American rivers
and lakes and on the Amer.ican sea-board-because the action of the Fish Commission
was not confined to inland waters only;
they took action also on the coast. The
v[1.lue during the last thirty years amounts to
£400,000,000 sterling--equalling the wlDle
of the American national debt.
We have
in this country every possibility of doing likewise. This commission did not try to protect the fish, but sought to make fish so
plentiful and cheap that every fisherman
might take as much as he could, and the
During tbe
supply be still maintained.,
last three or four years the number of fish
ova produced artificially has exceeded
T ,200,000,000.
Honorable members can
conceive of what an immense value such an
industry is to any country.
An industry
like that would be better taken up by the
Federal Government, but I courd not resist
the opportunity of mentioning the matt'~r
here, because I know that the industry is
a singularly valuable one.
Several HONORABLE :MEMBERs.-Hear,
hear.
The I-Ion. F. STuART.-The Government, I notice, hy His Excel1ency's speech,
propose, in connexion with the encouragement of production generally,
the improvement, of harbor facilities
-and a very good thing, too.
I can
Session 1904.-[2J
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assure you, sir, and this House, that
amongst the shipping and mercantile peopJe
of Victoria there is a very great discontent
about the management of our harbor.
I do
not make any accusation against any particular body or individual, but I will say
this, that if we are to have a big export
trade in beef, mutton, butter, and cheese,
we shall have to attract shipping to our
port.
We shall have to make the shipping
charges low and the port popular.
We
shall have to make Melbourne the popular
port.
Sydney has natural facilities, Stich
as deep water right up to the boundary of
the city.
Here we have the entrance, ann
then the channels, and then the shipping hJS
to come up the river. I do not see why we
could not have avoided the lamentable wreck
of the steamer Australia if that rock had
heen blown away.
There is no difficultv
about such an operation nowadays, as with
modern explosives you can do anything.
We require to have the entrance to our
harbor deepened, the South Channel
deepened, and a new cut made by way of
the Port :Melhourne Lagoon right up to
M.elbourne. The Coode Canal was a great
mIstake. The local engineer, at the time
of its construction, desired to make a
straight cut instead, and it is a great pity
that his advice was not followed. We can
make a new cut through Government land.
Honorable members, perhaps, do not know
that we have I,IOO acres of Government
land between Melbourne and Port Melbourne.'
This would be largely increased
in value by the new cut, which would bring
the shipping right up to Melbourne, and
the value of the land would pay for the
whole of the cost. It is very pleasant to
know, sir, that the railways are doing so
well, and that, for the year which is just
closing, they have earned expenses and interest, and something besides. I hope that
that condition will c'Ontinue.. I must confess
that I have never been quite in accord with
a lot of the criticism which has been passed
on our railway management, becau"e [
held the opinion that, while the railways
did not pay as a financial concern, they
paid this country very highly in other directions. They have been of great advantage
to the country people, and to the people of
Melbourne as well. By means of the railways, the country people have been able to
get lheir products to Melbourne. while at
this end the people have heen able to get
their goods sent into the country, at
moderate rates.
Those who have not
lravelled. and who criticise our railways,
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should go and look at other railway systems, and see if they are better than ours.
We have a capital system, which is worked
very economically, and which is certainly
a great gain to the country. The Government, I see, propose to lower the income
I must confess that I am not in
tax.
favour of that. I do not know of any tax
in the world that is so equitable as an income tax. r pay it cheerfully myself, and
r think it falls upon all classes equitably.
The man who is rich can afford to pay the
larger amount; the man who is poor is
taxed to only a small degree. I think it
would be better to have a large amount of
money coming in, and have the pO\\"er of
spending that money to the advantage of
the people. If we do not have the income
tax we must have a land tax, and I cannot
'say' that a land tax is equitable.. The
farmer or grazier m::ty this year make a
large income, and next year rna y lose
mon~y.
By taxing a man's income, you
tax the real wealth that he makes every
vear, and he really does not feel the tax
~'ery seriously. The Government also s.tate
that the greatest economy will be exercIsed
in every departme~t of the public service,
and every opportunity of reducing the cost
of administration will be availed of. I am
glad of that, because I am a very great
believer in economy. But I do not believe
If we have too
in a one-man economy.
many men in the Public Service there are
ways to greatly reduce that number. Men
,,,ill die, or retire through old age, or be
destroyed through accident, and, gradually,
in that way, the number will be reduced.
But it is a fundamental mistake to pay any
service badlv. Nothing can be more unwise
than to ha~e a civil service or any other
kind of service disaffected.
Do not have
mOle men employed than we require, but
pav the men we do require reasonably. Pay
them so well that they mav be able to respect themselves and the land in which they
labour. I know a large number of the civil
selvants of this State-very honorable,.
capable, hard working men, who gi~le 1he
utmost of their abilities to. this country,
and deserve every penny of salary they get,
and sometimes more; and I know duffers,
unwortlw of any employment at all. To
weed mit these men wm~ld, in a commercial
sense. he a verv wic;e thing to no. bot there
should be no such thing as paying the decent men badly. We should pay the men
"'f·11. but should not have more men in the
service than we require. In reference to
the mining inrlustry, I notice hy His Excelllon. F. Stuart.
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lency's speech that the Government desire
to encourage mining in every possible way.
""hile I have been a director of mining
companies for a good many years, and have
lost a lot of money by mining, I have
always been impressed with the fact that
We do not encourage mining as much as we
should, or in the right way. We have a
very powerful University, and a great many
clever professors, who teach classics, and
science and art of a kind. But we have not
yet done what America has done, and that
is to establish a school of Australian science.
I sh()uld like t() see a chair established at
our University called the chair of Australian science.
I t would mean this: Every
young chap who came to that particular
class would learn all about the natural
things of his own· country. Then when
he went into the forest he would know what
tile timber was worth. He would also
know what the soil and the rocks meant,
and what the minerals were, and what was
their value. He would blC! so ef"juipped as
to know the value of his own countr\'.
With this kind of knowledge
men would probably develop interests and
values in different parts of the country, because, after all, only one-tenth of this
country ha.s been explored.
Instruction
such as this would be of immense vallle
t() Virtoria, ann T nope the Government will
ronsider, in connexion with their proposals,
the establishment of a chair of Australian
science. I notice also smne remarks in the
sneech about boring one rations. I hope I
am not boring honorahle members.
Several
Ko!

HONORABLE

l\:[EMBERS.-No!

The Han. F. STUART.-The passage
is very suggestive, and seems to come at
the right time. Then we have the statement
that the question of the conservation of
State forests is receiving careful consideration, and the hope is expressed that, by the
adoption of improved methods of administration, not only will the valuable timber
of the State be more effectually preserved
and rendered available, but a large revenue
be derived from it. I hope the Government wi)] take the matter up in a bold manner. People here have never realized the
n.1ue of forest culture. It is easy to speak
of what America and India have accomSee what the Indian Governplisherl.
ment have done under the management of
that wonderful man, whose name T cannot
at the moment recall. See the exports of
timber from other countries to Australia.

[30

JUNE,

[t just shows us how little we are doing.
We have our hardwoods, such as the grey
box, the yellow box, the bluegum, and rec1gum, and the ironbark, which are timbers
unique in their way. They are not to be
found in any other country, and are serviceable for a thousand and one purposes. It
might be said that I am a town man, with
a know ledge about softgoods, but that I
d·) not know anything about timber. But
I have had a saw-mill on my own, and know
the values of timher. Our timbers are very
uncommon and very valuable. At present
I have a little place in Gippsland, and I
ha ve kept about half of it in the natural
state, merely cutting the scrub and small
timber, and leaving the yellow box to grow.
I have now demands from people who want
that timber. If the State would do the
same thing, there would be millions of
money in the conservation of timber.
I
should also like to point out that in our
alpine legions, from Bright to Kosciusko.
we have millions of acres eminently ada pte I
for the growing of pine--the sort of which
we import millions of feet. We get Nor.\\'egian, Swedish, and American soft wood
timber by ship-loads, and never grow a,
single
inch
ourselves,
alth?ugh
we
cO:lld grow every bit we reqUlre.
The
mountain ranges are' a' splendid country in which to grow pine timber, and we
cotild supplv all the timber of this class
that we need if we only took the steps for
this purpose at once.
It, could develop,
I hope, thereinto a verv big industry.
fore, that the Government will take in hand
the growing, not only of hardwood, but of
soft wood as ,veIl.
I am afraid, sir, that
I have been taking too mnch time with my
remarks, but I should like, in conclusion,
to say that, generally speaking, I am in
favour of a forward policy. I think we
ha ve had too much stagnation--

Several
hear.

HONORABLE 'MEMBERs.-Hear,

The Hon. F. STUART.-Too much of
the feeling that the country is going to the
devil.
I do not think this country is going
to the devil at all.
I do not think it was
ever more prosperous or sounder than it is
to-day.
I think that the conduct of public
aff airs in the near past has been of too
timorous a character, and this has been a
fundamental mistake.
In bad times you
want to try to push the country ahead, and
do not want to try and run it down.
A
nation after all is very much like a business.
You have to manage it by economy,
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if you want to make it successful and
prosperous; but not by economy only, but
by economy joined to brains and courage,
and the expenditure of money to push things
If we are going to carry out large
ahead.
public works, such as the irrigat~on of the
Mallee, the making of the new cut, and
other works, for helping all kinds of the
producing interest, you cannot do it withAnd if we have to
out spending money.
spend money, what is to prevent us from
borrowing money locally?
I say, borrow
locally; avoid the English money market
as you would Hades. I see no reason why
we should not borrow, say, £400,000 a
year for the next five years, or £2,000,000
in all.
Spend it wisely, carefully, and
honestly, and I am sure that the increased
revenue we should get would enable us to
pay the £80,000 a year required for interest, and pay it easily, and a great deal
of good would be done.
This money could
be secured upon the land that would be
benefited by its expenditure, and the revenue could be ear-marked, and a sinking
fund established to payoff the whole
There is no
amount in 30 or 50 years.
use st:mding still.
Populatiun is leaving
us, although we have a country capable
of enormous development-a country which
nature favours more than any country in
the world-and yet we do not take full
We are afraid of ouradvantage of it.
selves, afraid to spend, afraid to encourage
enterprise.
r f we do not make a new
start, population we have now will leave
us.
What we want to do is to go outside
and try to get our population back, and
That cannot be done
new people as well.
by a backward policy, but only by a for.
ward policy. Let us have courage, and not
be afraid of spending money.
I thank
honorable members for the kindness and
patience with which they have listened to
my disconnected remarks.
I hope, sir, that
the deliberations of this Chamber, under
your wise and prudent guidance during
this year, will be productive of great good
I think that any measures
to the State.
that mav come before honorahle members
will be ~eviewed with care, judgment, and
impartiality, and a due and liberal regard
for the interests of all classes, and without
fear or favour to anyone class or section.
I hope, sir, that when the session is closed,
and the measures now proposed by the Government have become law, the results
shown will be a great accession of prosperity to this country, which is so dear to
all of us.
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The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-I beg to
seconu the motion. M v 1irst word would
be a word of congratulation to you, sir,
upon your elevation to the very high position waich you occupy. I am sure that the
conspicuous ability and the statesmanlike
qualities that you have manifested in the
past will be used in the future for the furtherance of the best interests of this
Chamber, and of the whole State. As one
who is fresh from the hustings, I suppose
I may tell honorable members what I expect pretty well everyone of us knowsthat there are very high anticipations
formed concerning the work of this House.
Although, to use a common expression,
there is not a great quantity of new blood
returned, yet I believe that, with the new
men combining with the gentlemen 'Y ho
are able and old and experienced politicians, we shall raise the standard of this
House, so that it will come into the fullest
syrnp,![hy with the high anticipations anu
ideals that have been formed concerning
it. There has been an opinion expressed
outside, or there is an impression outsideI do not know that it is verv well known
by the members of this House-that the
members of the Council have been a little
bit too conservative in the past. ,We believe, however, that that impression has not
altogether been founded upon fact.
We
believe that the members of the Council
have watched the very best "Interests of
this country, and the advancement that the
State has made has been largely attributable to the efforts of the members of this
body. With the reformed Council, and the
reduced number of members, an extra responsibility is thrown upon us, and that
responsibility I, as a new member, feel
acutely. But I feel at home to-night in
looking round in this Chamber upon the
faces of the old and tried men who have
stood by this State, and who have done
good work in the days gone by. The influence of their work will be felt as long
as this State remains, because they have
been identified w~th legislation that has
been, at any rate, for the sound advancement of the State. Turning to the Governor's speech, I feel that I can heartily
concur with many of the proposals embodied in it, because they are in accord
with the various flanks i1: my own platform, which I advocated before the electors
of my own province. I am glad to see
that an attempt is to be made to reduce
taxation. I trust that that will be found
advantageous to all classes, especially
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those that have had to pay the income tax.
I trust, however, that the reduction of
taxation will not result in hampering reproductive works or retarding the best
interests of the State. Of course, we are
all in accord with paying as few taxes
as we can.
My honorable friend, Mr.
Stuart, has hinted to-night that he
is opposed to the reduction of the tax,
but we can discuss that matter when
it comes on. A cheering feature in the
speech is the reference to the railway finances. We find that the railways have made
wonderful strides during the last year, and
that a very satisfactory balance-sheet is to be
presented at the end of this financial year.
I trust that this satisfactory state of things
has not been achieved by the curtailment of
the privileges of the travelling public, and
I trust that it has not been achieved by the
curtailment of the salaries or the extension of the hours of anv of the
rail wa y employes. I trust that the splendid position" of the railways to-oay has been
brought about by fair dealing on the part
of the management towards all of its employes, and that the men there are receiving
a fair rate of wages and performing a fair
day's work. Turning to the land proposals
of the Governmeot, there has been a defect
in legislation in days gone by, which I think
honorable members will admit-that the
legislation of the past has gone to conserve
the interests of the city at the expense of the
country, and that we have endeavoured to
create a sort of artificial national centre,
We have endeavoured to attract people to
the city bv giving them to understand that
there were increased facilities here. I fear
that a genteel sty Ie of living, and other at-'
tractions which the city afforded, were sufficient to draw the young men from our country places and centre them in" the city. I
am thoroughly in accord with the land proposals of the Government, because I believe
that this question, "properly handled and
courageoLlsl y faced, will do a considerable
amount towards bringing us into a state of
prosperity, and towards stopping that exodus
of our population which we all deplore. We
require not only to be manufacturers, but
also to be producers. Our attempt, so far,
has been merely to build up our manufacturing industries, possibly at the expense of
our country. Possibly we have offered too
many inducements for a town and city life,
and the result is that we have crowded into
our city to-day half of our population.
Within a radius of ten miles of the Melbourne General Post Office I think we find
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half of our population settled.
e have a
magnificent bac1~ country that reqUIr~s population. It reqUIres the bone and sme\y. of
the manhood of our country, who are w~Itmg
to settle upon it, in order to develop It. I
trust that under the land proposals of the
Government every facility will be given to
settle our people upon the land on
every' reasonable basis possible.
The
difficult v in the past has been the
isolatio~ and the disadvantages of people
settling away in the. back. country,
where they have no fnendly mtercou.rse
and there are no opportunities of formmg
friendships.
The young people the.re have
no opportunities for mental or pl~yslcal reo
creation, and life becomes a tOll and a
hardship.
Vile have not got very 10!1g to
live in this world, and surely we all lIke to
live our time as happily an~l pleasantly. and
with as agreeable surroundmgs as possIble.
I believe that the land proposals and closer
settlement scheme of the Government will, if
carried out, cause homesteads to rise, \Vh~re
people will settle close to each other, WIth
the result that friendship" will be formed.
a friendly intercourse will tak.e place: and a
happy,
contented pOpul~tIOn WIll be
gathered together.
I belIeve,. also, tha1there are ample lands to be acqUIred by the
Gov:2rnment for lhis purpose at a reasonable rate.
This question of price, how·
ever, will have to be watched, because when
this Closer Settlement Bill has been passed,
as I believe it wi"ll be, there will be a land
boom.
I predict that.
Those that have
land will be looking round for fancy prices,
for, of course, we know that the. Government is generally a pretty good clIent, and
disposed to pay a good price.
The result
will be that, unless carefully watched, the
prices paid will be far in excess of the true
values. But I look round this Chamber toni"ht
and I see here honorable members
b
,
• I
who have had a magnificent commerCIa
training. There are men who ar~ capable ~f
appraising land values, and I thmk th~t thIS
Chamber will have a good deal to do m re()"ulatil~CT the prices, and in bringing about a
~atisfactory state of things in the interest.,
of the whole countrv.
In order to expedite
t his land and closer settlement policy, I
should like to see appointed an independent
land board that could consider values and
look into the merits and demerits of estates
that are offered, and send on their report to
Parliament.
That report could then be
looked into, and would be of considerable
value in the deliberations of honorable members, both in the Assembly and the Council.
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The Hon. J. l\£. DAvIEs.-That is what
is proposed.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-It is not set
forth here in the speech, but I may say that
it meets with my hearty concurrence., for 1
think it a wise provision.
There wIl~ be a
very heavy expenditure ~::m the resumptIOn of
these la,1ds. :Money wIll have to be found,
and I think that the Government will have
to consider ways and means.
In thi~ C<?nnexion, I am informed that vendors are 111elined to accept negotiable bonds at 4 per
cent. in part payment for their estates.
In
this wav the amount of ready money to be
raised ;yould not be very considerable, and
the bond-holders would further have
the security of the lands
as
an
asset to
protect
them.
In
dealing with this question the Government
will have to keep straightly before them
the advantages to be derived from railway
and market and water facilities.
There
has been a disposition on the part of Governments in the past to settle people upon
land that was enough to break the heart of
any man. Men have been banished away
from civilization, and from all the advantages of town and country life.
The
re':iU It has been that these men have become
disheartened, and have returned discouraged. In these land resumption proposals, the Governmen~ wi~l have to bear
in mind the fact that It WIll be necessary
to give those who are settled up<:n the land
every facility in the way of raIlways and
markets
al;d
water
supply.
There
are ample lands within a reasonable
distance of Melbourne that are capable of
bejng resumed, and of carrying an immense
population. I think every honorable member of this House, as he travels east, west,
or north, is impressed by the amount of land
that remains to be occupied, and that would
maintain a man and his family in a very
handsome manner. The proposal to settle
working men within an easy distance of the
city also meets with my hearty support.
That was one of the proposals that I
strongly advocated during my election ca~
paign. There are honorable members 111
this House who know the struggles and the
difficulties that a great number of men have
to face in the congested parts of Our city.
Of cour:;e it is painfully apparent to a good
number of us that manv men are struggling
here to maintain large families.
There
seems to be no way of escape, and no hope
for their deliverance. I advocate the purchase of land within~ say, a radius of ten
miles of IVlelbourne, and contiguous to
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railway stations. Those blocks could be
cut up, and our working men settled upon
them on reasonable terms. London affords
us an illustration of what can be done in
the \yay of getting the people out of the con.ge.sted parts o~ a big city.
The large
raIlway compames have had to resume land
in t~e crowded areas in various parts of
London. One of the conditions on which
they have been allowed to resume that
land, has been that they should find an outl~~ for the population in outlying suburbs.
1 he result has been that these companies
h<l:ve settled numbers of people in the outlymg submbs and given them facilities for
travelling by the issue of workmen's tickets
at the rate of IS. per week. I believe that
this proposal of the Government to settle
workmen within a reasonable radius of
Melbourne can be satisfactorily carried out
if the Government will sanction workmen's
far~s on the railways at a price within
theIr means. Another qU,estion that will require grave consideration on the part of the
Government and of Parliament is the
title that is to be given to the purWe
chasers of these resumed lands.
mas
take a lesson in regard to
that matter from the land laws of
New Zealand. There are three tenures
there. The first is cash; in the second
they have 25 years' option of purchase;
and the third tenure is that of a perpetual
leasehold. I am a strong advocate of giving
settlers an opportunity to acquire the land
all the very easiest terms, but I should hedge
the ~r~nsaction round with every possible
restnctIon, so as to make it difficult for them
to dispose of the land again. I should aive
them e.very facility for buying, but I sh~uld
make It very difficult for them to sell. We
have found in the past that a great number ?f these men have disposed of their
holdmgs. 1hey have bartered away their
estates, and the result is that they have
gone further back in the race of life than
if they had never had an opportunity of
becoming possessed of a piece of land. The
New Zealand Government have adop.t(~cI
very largely the idea of a perpetual le'asehal? That syst~m gives a man the. t~ppCJr
tumty of becommg possessed of an c..:minently satisfactory title. He pays so much
pe:- cent. on the capital value of the land.
and he has the right, with the consent of
the Government, to sell his leasehold. and
also to sell his improvements. Then~fore,
, that man has a title that gives him an opportunity of disposing of it, if he wishes to
do so, with the consent of the Government.
H on. W. H. Edgar.
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And so I am strongly in accord with the
pruposals of the Government in rerrard to
land resumption. We also want to ~ncour
age the settlement of people upon the lands.
We s~ould open our agricultural colleges,
and gIVe our men every facility to become
thorough experts in the cultivation of the
soil. W·e should endeavour to put them in
a position to _turn the soil to the very best
advantage. At the same time, it will be
necessary for us to encourage our manufacturers, whilst what we cannot manufacture
here we want to export in the shape of raw
material to other countries. I believe that
a wise policy of bnd resumption and closer
sett~ement will do much to restore prosfJ:;nty to our country, to put heart into
our people, and to bring about a more satisfactory state of things. Closely allied with
these land proposals is the subject of water
conservation and irrigation.
We know
that our northern areas lend themselves admir~bly to the scheme of irrigation. Thev
ar~ all capable of being successfully treated.
The difficulty has been that we have in the
past allowed a bountiful Providence to
shower rain upon us, which we have allowed
to run to waste in our rivers without conserving it. We have learnt lessons from
the past, and those lessons will be of great
advantage to us if we profit by them. We
have had given to us the arid portions of
the northern areas of this State. They are
~m.ine~t1y adapt:d for . the purposes of
uflgatIon.
It JS possIble to tap the
Murray. We know what the head waters
will produce.
We know where to
send our channels, and we know how to
store water by conserving it in those depressions in the IHallee. There nave been
initial mistakes made in past years in regard to this irrigation scheme. Such mistakes are incidental to all great national
questions, and to all great national undertakings.
We are a nation that profit bv
the experience of the past, and I believe
that this system of irrigation should not
be left in the hands of amateurs. ' We
should employ the very best expert that it
is possible to get, and see that we falI into
no blunders in the carrying out of this
scheme, which must result in turning these
arid parts of the State into places of fruitfulness and plenty, and so help us to
restore to Victoria that prosperity which
we are all endeavouring to bring, about.
Another most important proposal in the
speech is that relating to the mining industry. I do not think there is an honor-
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able member present, not even my honoraUt; friend l\Ir. Gray, who will say that
we have exhausted the whole of our gold
resources. We believe that there is a little
gold left yet, and I hope that some of us
will be fortunate enough to profit by a few
dividends. I have been paying cans for a
good number of years. In fact, I have
been encouraging the industry in that way.
The other day I met a good friend of mine
in Collins-street. I said to him that I
was tired of paying calls. " Oh !" said he,
"you are a young man yet. Any man who
sticks to it long enough is bound to, strike
a good dividend, and the man who strikes
a prize in mining is made for the rest of
his days." As I said, I have been paying
calls for a long time, but 1 recognise that,
where money is put into mines, there is a
satisfaction in knowing that it is at least
giving employment, and developing one of
the great resources of our country.
The
Government should encourage deep sinking
by every means in t:h,~i r power. A great
number of our mining 'investors are impatient to get deep down z for they think
that, underneath, there are still more hidden treasures that ought to be unearthed.
I strongly advocate the free use of diamond drills. I should like that system
largely encouraged, because it helps to conserve capital and energy, and assists in
directing the capitalist as well as the working miner in the right direction.
I believe the Government will be on right lines
if they increase the number of diamond
drills, Sli that this one of our great
national resources, which gives employment to so many people, and has
so much to do i'n advancing the solid
prosperity of this GUf State, may be
developed.
I am glad to know that the
Government also propose to develop our
cual resources, of which my impression is
that we do nut know the value and extent.
There are seams yet undiscovered that
would pay us handsomely if the diamond
~:lrill was largely applied.
1 am strongly
111 favour of the development of this industry in every possible way, and of the
introduction, if possible at an early date,
uf machinery into this country in order
that the briquette industry, which is such
a marked success in Russia and Germany,
By this
may become also a success here.
means our people in the cities and towns
will be abJe to get cheap fuel, and in that
way the development of our great coal
industry will be hastened.
The three
main planks in the Government programme
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which I have touched upon will require our
grave and serious consideration.
I believe that in those matters the Government
are going on right lines.
There should
be no delay in getting speedily to work,
and in passing into law measures which
will give people facilities for getting on
the land quickly and expeditiously.
I
trust that when the measure for that purpose comes up it will receive the fullest
sympathy and the heartiest support of
honorable members in this Chamber. The
Government also advocate the placing of
the Factories Act permanently upon the
statute-book. . I believe that this is the
wish of a great majority of the electors.
In that proposal also, the Government
Those are briefly my
have my support.
views in regard to the Governor's speech
I recognise that this House stands for the
protection of the iaxpayer, hut I also realize that we have a duty to do.
I am
sure that that duty will be carried out to
the full in the most courageous way, by
extending every sympathy, every help, and
e"cry encouragement to all classes of the
community.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that,
although he was perfectly willing to go
on with the debate to-night, it was only
fair to the four or five new members of the
House, and only due to the importance
of the subjects to be discussed, that the
Probably
debate should be adjourned.
the new members had not yet grasped the
fact that this was an occasion on which
they could go into various matters with
which they wanted to deal in a general
way.
He begged to moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

The motion for the adjournment of the
de-hate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned until Tuesday next.
The House adjourned at eight minutes
past six, until half-past four o'clock on
Tuesday, July 5.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Thursday, June 30, 1904.
STATE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
The SPEAKER took the chair at two
o'clock p.m.
Immediately afterwards the Usher of'
the Legislative Council brought a message
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from His Excellency the Governor requesting the attendance of honorable members
in the chamber of the Legislative Council.
The members present, headed by the
Speaker, and' attended by the Clerk, the
Clerk-Assistant, and the Serjeant-at-Arms,
proceeded to the chamber of the Legislative
Council.
Business was afterwards suspended until
half-past four o'clock, when the Speaker
again took the chair.
PRESENTATION OF THE SPEAKER
TO THE GOVERNOR.
The SPEAKER announced that he had,
accompanied by honorable members, presented himself to His Excellency the Governor as the choice of the Assembly, and that
His Excellency had been pleased to address
him in the following terms:I have much pleasure in congratulating you
upon the high and distinguished position to which
you have been elected by the Legislative Assembly, showing the confidence and esteem in which
you are held by the members of that body.
Your experience and long connexion with the
Legislature of the State justifies the expectation
that, in the responsible office of Speaker, you
wi II uphold the privileges and dignity of the
House of Assembly, tlllcl will discharge your
duties with impartialIty and judgment.

COMl\rIS'STON TO SWEAR
MEMBERS.
The SPEAKER informed the House
that he had received from His Excellencv
the Governor a commission, authOlizing
him to administer the oath of allegiance to
such members as had not already taken
and subscribed the same in the present
Parliament.
NEW MEMBER.
Mr. F. H. Bromley was introduced and
s\vorn as me:nber for the electoral district
of CarHon.
NOTICE OF QUESTIONS.
'Mr. GA U:l\SON said he desired to give
notice that on Tuesdav next he would ask
the Chief Secretary {vhether the Government intended to persist in the pernicious
system-The SPEAKER.-It is not necessary to
give notice of a question in the House.' It
is sufficient if the honorable member hands
in the notice to the Clerk.
~1r. GA UNSOij said it was just as well
that the Chief Secretarv should know the
question beforehand, and) if the Speaker
. would allow him, he desired to state that
the pernicious system, which he desired to

Public Accounts Committee.

see put a stop to, was the appointment of
persons from England, Or elsewhere,
whether civil, military, or ecclesiastic, to
run the machine of government in Victoria ..
REFRESHMENT ROOMS
COMMITTEE.
Mr. BENT was proceeding to give notice
of motion to constitute the Refreshment·
Rooms Committee, mentioning the name of
~Jr. G. H. Bennett as one of the members of
the committee, when
Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Richmond)
asked if now was the proper time for him
to object to sit on that committee?
Mr. BENT.-No; we won't let you object. You are specially selected.
Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Richmond) said
the committee would have to be carried on
in a different way. The Government would
have to give the committee money to pay
thei r debts.
PuBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.
Mr. BENT mpved, without noticeThat the following members form the Committee of Public Accounts during the present session :-Mr. Anstey, Mr. Beazley, Mr. Bowser,
Mr. Boyd, Mr. McCutcheon, Sir Alexander Peacock, and Mr. Watt.

He said that he brought this motion for ..
ward as a matter of urgency.
There was
only one member of the last Committee of
Public Accounts left in this House, and as
he was anxious to pay to-morrow morning
something like £500,000 he desired the
House to appoint this committee to-day.
:M r. W ARDF .-Do YOU \\'ant it from th~
S a vi ngs Ban ks Comrrrissinll.ers ag;l. in, notwithstanding your surplus?
?\Ir. EEKT sairl he had staterl that he
was going to pay the amount, not burrow it.
Mr. WARDE.-vVhere do you want it
from?
Mr. BENT said he thought the House
and the people of this country would be
pleased to know that the Government had a
surplus of more than half a million pounds.
Mr. BROMU<:Y.-'Vi11 you pay increments?
Mr. BENT said he proposed at once to
repay to the Trust Funds Trustees £5 00 ,000
hcrrowed for revenue purposes, and
£300,000 borrowed "for Trust Fund purposes.
That made a total of £800,000.
In addition to that amount there was a sum
of £44,805 now lying to the credit of the
Trust Funds Trustees in the banks. The
total amount to be repaid was, therefore.
£844,805.
Of this amount the sum of
£520,000 would be paid 3 per cent. by the
banks, under the agreement between them
and the Treasurer,
He also proposed to
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lodge £250,000 on fixed deposit for twelve
Mr. GRAY movedIt was also his intention, as soon
months.
That the following Address-in-Reply to the
speech of His Excellency the Governor to both
a~ the Address-in-Reply was carried, to bring
down a Surplus Disposal Bill, and he in- Houses of Parliament, be agreed to by this
tended to payoff £125,000 of old debts, House : and bring in a list of public works to the MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLE)/CYVVe, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria, in
extent of £375,000, so that the wheels of
Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty
industry should go round.
to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank
The motion was agreed to.
Your Excellency for the gracious speech which
you have been pleased to address to Parliament.
ADDRESS TO HIS EXCELLENCY
He said-It is not necessary for me to
THE GOVERNOR.
a]Julogize to the House for nsing to address
Mr. BENT moved, without noticethem at this early period of my parliaThat the following address to His Excellency
mentary career, as I am here in obedience
the Governor be agreed to by this House : To His Excellency the Honorable Sir Reginald to a rule that has come down, I believe,
Arthur James Talbot, Knight Commander of the from the dim and misty ages of e8.rl y
Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Governor of Parli8.ments, whereby it appears that the
the State of Victoria and its Dependencies in the youngest member of the I.louse has t? move
Commonwealth of Australia, &c., &c., &c.
this Address-in-Reply. I fancy that It must
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLEXCYhave been a fact that in those early days
We, His Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, the gentleman who ruled in the Parliaments
the members of the Legislative Assembly of Victoria, in Parliament assembled, desire to convey of those times were of a humorous nature,
to Your Excellency the expression of our loyalty when they threw a duty of this kind on a
to His Majesty's throne and person, and our re- green parliamentary hand. I notice that
gard for the high office His Majesty has been the bill-of-fare that is now laid before
pleased to confer upon Your Excellency.
honorable members is of a very solid char"\IVe extend to Your Excellencv, on behalf of
the people of this State, a cordial welcome to acter, and ought to satisfy the most fasVictoria, and we beg that Your Excellency will tidious political taste. After reading' the
receive our assurance that we shall, at all times, long list of Bills that the Government proreadily co-operate with Your Excellency in advancing the welfare of this part of His Majesty's pose to deal with, and hearing the number
dominions beyond the seas, and in preserving the of Bills of the mtroduction of which durconnexion with the mother country.
ing this session notice has been given, I
Mr. PRENDERGAST se;::onded the am of opinion that if we get through all
this work between now and, sav, the first
motion.
week in December, we will have earned
The motion was agreed to.
a rest,.. and done well for our country. I
notice, among other matters that are reLEGAL PRACTITIONERS'
fened
to in the speech, that financially
RECIPROCITY ACT 1903
we are in a very prosperous condition.
AMENDMENT BILL.
That knO'vv ledge is very pleasing to us, beMr. J\IACKEY said that, in order to cause it seems only a short time ago that
preserve the privileges of the House, and we had repeated statements from the exin accordance with t'he u~ual custom, he Treasurer as to the deplorable state that
begged to move for leave to introduce a Bill Victoria 'was in. Those statements would
to amend the Legal Practitioners' Reci- almost have led the people of this country
procity Act J903.
to the idea that the best thing they could
do was to pack up their portmanteaux, beThe motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought In, and read. cause it almost looked as if Victoria would
be a splendid place to live o']t of. These
a first time.
reports of these deficits were given to us
from time to time. First of all, the deficit
ADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE
was stated to be £200,000. That was bad
GOVERXOR'S SPEECH.
enough. Then ,ve had the agony long
The SPEAKER informed the House drawn out once more by a statement that
that, pursuant to the summons of His it was going to be £500,000, and, finally,
Excellency the Governor, the members of I think the amount was set down at
the Legislative Assembly attended the £800,000.
Strange to say, nearly all
chamber of the Legislative Council that these facts seem like some of the troubles
afternoon, when His Excellency' delivered that came to England in the early
his speech on opening the session.
days
they
came
to
us
from
Session 1904'-[3]
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the advent of William of N ormanby. "
Treasurers are like doctors in one respect.
When a doctor has a patient on his hands
he is a1 ways telling the patient's friends
what a terribly low state he is in, so that
they will be able to say what a splendid
work the doctor has done when he has put
the patient on his legs again. In the same
spirit, Treasurers are very much inclined to
make Parliament and the people believe that
the country is in a far worse financial state
than it really is, so that they can take all
the more credit afterwards for balancing the
ledger. I can easily understand that when
the late Treasurer left office, and the new
Treasurer came in, the latter might have
been seen walking about the offic~ with a
pair of tongs in his hand, and looking for
the damnosa hereditas which his predecessor
had left, with the intention of picking it up
and dropping it into the office fire. Weare
informed that there is a surplus of about
£500,000.
I observe that, in the Governor's speech, it is stated that the financial
position of Victoria is such as to afford great
satisfaction, and to prove the wisdom of the
various measures of economy which have
recentl v been resorted to. I would like to
have seen an addition to that statement of
something to this effect: "My advisers intend to ask Parliament to support them in
restoring to the municipalities of the State
at least £100,000 of the subsidy that has
been taken off for a number of years ,past."
I think that is what ought to have been inserted. Because at one time the municipalities received £450,000 a year, j but; owing
to the exigencies of successive Treasurers,
the subsidy was cut down. I think it was
the late Sir James Patterson who first cut
off £ 1 00,000. Later on, for the purpose of
balancing the ledger, Sir George Turner cut
off another £100,000 j and afterwards Mr.
Irvine cut off an additional £5°,000. Last
year the municipalities for half the year received nothing at all. Therefore, the balancing of the ledger has been brought about
by the sacrifice of some of the country interests., The Government say they are going
to support the farming industry of this
State, and it is their duty to see that the
municipalities are placed in a position to
make roads, so that the producers can get
.their produce to market. It has often been
.said in Parliament that the municipal sub.sidy is the best-spent money in this State,
because every municipality that spends 20S.
gets one pound's worth of work' done for
the money. I would have been glad to have
seen in the Governor's speech a statement
that this would be done. It is of vital im(C

Mr. Gray.
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portance to the country interests that the
municipal subsidv should be restored, and,
as far as I am concerned, unless something
is done, perhaps some day the ghost may not
walk.
For the first time for many years
the Railway Department has been able to
pay working expenses and interest. It will
be very interesting to honorable members
to know in what way that result has been
brought about.
It appears to me that in
a great measure it has been accomplished
by increases in freights between the metropolis and the country districts.
I would
like to learn how much of it has been
brought about by reasonable economy, by
stopping waste and leaks in the Railway
Department.
A great many wastes take
place there to which I am very much opposed.
At the same time, I must ~ay that
the pay of many employes in the lower
grades is' of the most meagre description.
There is another system that prevails that
I am very much against.
It is this-one
man in authority has his salary increased
simply because 'he has exercised a great
deal of care and trouble in cutting down
the remuneration, of other railway employes.
Mr. COLECHIN.-You ought ,to' be on this
(the Opposition) side of the House.
Mr. GRAY.-I hear that some of the
women w ho have been placed in charge of
railway stations are receiving the splendid
remuneration of IS. per day, although the
houses they occupy are 100 or 200 yards
from the railway stations, so that those
women are continually walking to and fro
to attend to the public, thereby neglecting
the whole of their domestic duties, for the
sake of IS. a day.
And I am told that a
recommendation has actually been made
by one of the higher-paid officers of the
Railway Department that their remuneration should be cut down to 6d. a day.
I
do not think that is right at all.
-If all
we need to do to make our railways pay is
to increase freights and reduce wages and
salaries, the Government might have taken
the first man available and .appointed him
Commissioner of Railways, instead of sending to Canada for a railway expert, and
paying him £3,5°0 a year. A short time
ago, in rep I ying to a deputation, the new
Commissioner remarked that no more railways were going to be built for some time
to come, but the Premier very properly
said, when he observed that statement, that
the construction of new railways was a
matter which the Commissioner had nothing
to do with, but which it was for this House
to deal with.
In my opinion, if the rail-
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ways are to be made to pay by reducing the
lower-paid employe~ and jnc,reasing the
freights, while those officers who recommend
these alterations get their salaries increased,
it will be necessarv for the members of this
House to take a hand in railway management.
I do not say that we should revert
to the old, 'political system of appointing
the employes.
That is a matter which
should be left in the hands of the Commissioners. But I venture to assert that such
economies as are effected in the Railway
Department must, at any rate, be satisfactory to the people of this country.
Waste is undoubtedly going on that wants
stopping. A peculiar system obtains with
regard to repairs. For example, if a pane
of glass at an up-country station is broken,
an inspector goes up to see on which side
it is broken, Then he reports, and eventuall y a new pane is put in at a total cost
of 30S. or £2, whereas it could have been
done for 6d. or 9d. It is such anomalies
as that which we brought a man from
Canada to attend to.
As to the Government proposal for the acquisition of land
for closer settlement, we can only express
our opinion thereon' when we see the exact
details. While, no doubt, land is required
for closer settlement, great care will have
to be exercised to prevent the Government
becoming burdened with a lot of land
which they cannot get rid of. It will be
necessary to obtain the best expert advice,
so that there may be no difficulty in securing the right sort of land for the persons
who want land lor closer settlement. It
seems to me, however, that the time is not
yet ripe for this measure. It is quite possible that, if a Bill is brought in, it may
lie dormant, and be used ~nly as a sort of
whip over those who own large areas of
land, and will not put it to proper use. I
trust that the Lands Act Amendment Bill
will be liberal in the extreme, because most
of the lands of the State that are any good
were parted with years ago. The system
of land administration for a number of
years has been to let all the land go at £ I
an acre. No doubt much of the land thus
sold was worth from £5 to £20 an acre,
and yet, now, when only the poores~ lands
are available, or lands in highly moun-'
tainous parts of the country, it is proposed
to 'load them for railway and road construction purposes.
In the northern districts and in the mallee there is.. no doubt,
a lot of good land, but only a man of indomitable courage will venture to settle on
it. For this reason: When the land was
[3].-2
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first thrown open, the Government had not
provided water supply or railway facilities, so that the men who went there were
practicall y ruined before they had any
chance of making any money out of the
land.
In Canada, the immigrant requiring landl is taken charge of by the land
authorities, told of all the land that is
available, and gets a grant in fee simple of
160 acres. He also has an opportunity
of buying adjoining land at the very
cheapest rate. In Western Australia, they
have adopted something of the same principle. But here, as soon as the peop1e
get on the land, the Lands Department
pursues them for survey fees and rents,
until the very life is chased out of them.
We hear a great deal about the beauties of
the "incense breathing morn," and of the
healthy life of the farmer j but fancy getting
up at· 5 o'clock in the morning to bring. in
the cows fOl milking, and I;etting home WIth
vour nose blue only to find a blue envelope
from the Lands Department containing a
message stating that if you do not'pay up your
rent \vithin seven or fourteen days your
land will be forfeited.
I am informed
that the officers of the Lands Department,
who are sending notices all over the coun'try. demanding rents, have been told that
it' is necessarv those rents should be got
in, and they ;re practically putting a pi~tol
to the heads of the farmers, demandmg
their money or their lives. Now. why should
we chase one set of people off the land to
pur another set on? Is that why we want
a closer settl~ment measure or any other
Land Bill? I venture to repeat that the proposed Land Bill must be most liberal. In
'the northern districts, as ,far as I am acquainted with the country, the men who
are 'put on the land should not .be asked
to pay any rent at all for the first two or
three years. It is not fair to ask them to
pay rent for the land until they can make
something out of the land.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Neither rent nor taxes.
Mr. GRAY.-I do not know about taxes.
I do not know whether vou can get out of
naying taxes anywhere. I would like to live
i~l a country where there are no taxes. From
the 'time a man goes on the land in Victoria he is continually paying monev awav.
He has to buy wjre for fencing: to build
::t house. and to sink darns. so that for a
long time monev is gojng out and nothing
cominrr in. And vet the L:mrls Department
press him for TI~rit whirh he has not mane
out of the land. Until a man can make
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something out of the land he really has
not got any money to spare for rent. r
think that the proposal for the compulsory
acquisition of land for the purposes of
closer settlement is based on the assumption
that a lot of men are going about the country with their pockets bulging out with bank
notes, and able to buy land at from £5 to
£15 an acre. If men go on land which
has neither water supply nor railwav facilities, they will soon be li'ke the men ,~ho went
on tbe land in the northern areas in the
first instance--practically ruined. They will
have to pay a fair deposit when they get
the land, and their progress payments will
hang like a mill-stone round their necks for
many years. Indeed,. they may' never get
out of debt as long as they live. The Government's proDosals in regard to water
conservation and irrigation will require
careful consideration. It will be necessary
to remember what has occurred in the past,
and take care th·at we do not fall into the
same errors as were committed before. In
some cases,' irrigation channels were constructed at a cost of thousands of pounds,
and it was after",,-ards found that there was
no ,rater to run into them at all. The construction of the Waranga Reservoir is a very
proper undertaking. That is the right line
to proceed on-first conserve the water, and
then make the irrigation channels. I am of
opinion that it will be ne(;:essary to take
water from the Upper Murray to supplement the Goulburn water, unless the people
in the Eastern Goulburn are prepared to
take the water from tli.e Upper IVlurray.
As to the greater and more national work
of locking the Murrav. no doubt the Government will confer ",ith the Governments
of New South Wales and South Australia,
a~d tak~ into consideration the advisability
of makmg a start to conserve the waters
of the Murray. Millions of pounds worth
of Murray wa~er runs to waste, year after
year, and a WIse scheme for its utilization
would be the one great work that would
bring back prosperity to all the States concerned. Personally, I am in favour of
handing over this matter to the Commonwealth Parliament, but the people appear
to have very little conhdence in that bodv
at the pr~sent time, and would hardly like
to part wlth any more of their State rights
until a better feeling is created, and there
is more confidence in the Federal P arliament and Government. I observe that a measU.re. is .to be introduced to improve the
mmmg mdustry, to prevent mining accidents, and to secure the better ventilation of
Mr. Gray.
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mines,. while the questions of boring and
dredgmg are also to be dealt with. The
Bill for preventing the adulteration of foods
should be passed at an early date. The
public have a right to know what they Q"et
'~hen they buy things. In Germanv, I belIeve, every packet has on it a statement
of the exact net weight, and of the constituents of the contents, but here, when you
ask for a pouno of coffee, you do not know
whether you are going to get coffee, or eleven
ounces of chicory and five ounces of coffee.
The same thing applies to otlier foods, and
some measure to prevent adulteration is
very necessary. I would like the Government to deal also with the ad-ulteration of
~anures, which is a matte! of very great
Importance to the farmmg community.
Under the present law the vendor of
manures is bound to give a certificate as
to the constituents of the manures he sells
but in many cases farmers neglect to obtai~
those certificates. It should be made compu~sory on the vendor to supply such a certificate with each lot of manure he sends
out. Another difficulty is that the farmer
wh? is wronged has to initiate the prosecutlOn of the offender. The Agricultural
Department is quite prepared to analyze
any manures, and furnish a distinct statement of their constituents j but if they are
adulterated, the fanners, who purchase
them, have to prosecute the vendor, and
they are not prepared to do it.
A
landed
farmer
might find
himself
111
for
£300
or
£400
of
law
expenses through instituting such a prosecution. •What we want is a law that will
enable the farmer who is robbed to go to
the nearest police station, and get the police
to take action !gainst the man who has
robbed him.
We are promised a reduction of the income tax. I do not know
that that will affect to any great extent
many of the people I am interested in, but
. I believe it will mean that some of the
farming community will have to pay more
in freights and in other ways to make up
for that reduction.
There is one thing in
connexion with our railways to which I
wish to take distinct objection, namely, the
plan that has obtained lately of loading
land for Iailway construction purposes. In
years past our railways were constructed
through the best lands without any such
loading, but now the people who occupy
the inferior lands are to have their lands
loaded for the purposes of railway extenThat is not fair at all.
I am
sion.
utterly opposed to the principle. If there
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Mr. WARDE.-We could not have done
is any necessity to load land I would suggest" to the Government that the land be- better than you are doing from this (the"
tween here and Gisborne, which was pur- Opposition) side of the House.
chased years ago, before the Constitution
Mr. GRAY.-I am quite satisfied that
of Victoria, at from lOS. to £1 per acre, every member of this House is actuated by
should be loaded.
In the Western Dis- the best possible desires to do all that he
trict, also) there are thousands of acres of can to ameliorate the condition of all
land that have never paid a penny towards classes of the community.
We, on this
railway construction. Again, the line to Ben- side of the Chamber, are equally as anxious
digo cost about £100,000 per mile, and yet as honorable members on that (the Opposithere was no loading whatever of the land tion) side of the House to do all in our
through which it passed.
It would be a power for the good of the country.
very simple matter to load those lands if
Mr. J. "V. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-They
necessary in order to enable the Govern- have a peculiar way of expressing it somement to construct railways which would help times.
the farmers to get their produce to market.
Mr. GRAY.-I came here with the best
In my district some of the farmers pay
feelings towards all other honorable mem2S. a bag to get their wheat brought to the
railway station, and that added to the cost bers.
Mr. ELMsLIE.-What about the" gutterof the bag, 6d., makes a serious inroad
into the price received for the wheat. If snipes" ?
Mr. GRAY.-I never said anything of
those farmers had railway facilities extended to them, they could get their wheat that kind, and if ever it is said again, I
Weare trust it will be met with " the soft answer
brought in for about 3d. a bag.
promised economical administration. Well, that turneth away wrath." I sincerely
that is a step in the right direction, and I hope that the prognostications I have rewould have been pleased to see the Go- ferred to will prove ·untrue, that honvernment place it in the forefront of their orable members on both sides of the
proposals.
It is high time tha,t some of House will be prepared to do all
the waste that is going °on was stopped. they can for the good of the country,
At present, great losses take place in con- and that they will devote their attention to
nexion with our criminal procedure.
The matters of public interest exclusively.
Mr. McKENZIE.-In seconding the mocosts of witnesses in very trivial cases often
run to very large sums of money.
If" a tion for the adoption of an address in
man is charged with committing a small reply, I feel sure that the measures subtheft, and pleads guilty, what" more proof mitted to us in the Governor's speech will
of his guilt should be required? And yet, commend themselves to the country, and the
in such a case, the police call perhaps seven sooner they are consummated the better, in
to ten witnesses to give evidence of the my opinion, will it be in the interests of the
man's guilt, ana the accused is then sent State. We all would hail with delight anyfor trial.
All those witnesses are dragged thing in the direction of a reduction of taxup to the higher Court, and, of course, ation. I am exceedingly pleased that the
their costs have to be paid, so it sometimes Government see their wav clear to reduce
happens that the costs of the prosecution the income tax, and also 'with the proposal
of a man for having stolen some trumpery that those whose incomes do not exceed the
That is minimum are not to be required in future to
article amount to £100 or £150.
one of the first matters which should be undertake the irksome task of preparing
attended to.
It is no use painting the ship schedules. With respect to the mining industry, it is true that I cannot claim to be
unless you stop the leaks.
a practical miner myself, but at the same
Mr. GAUNSoN.-Don't be afraid; go on. time I recognise, as a citizen of Victoria,
that that industry has been one of the great
Mr. GRAY~-Oh, no, I am not afraid. sources of our wealth.
I am especially
Remarks have been put about to the effect pleased that the Government intend to take
that this Parliament is going to be a stormy action to safeguard the health of the miner
one, that we are going to have a rough -the man who works below. In hundreds
time, but I hope that nothing of the kind of cases these men have been brought into
will take place, and that those Cassandra- a state of bad health through the unhealthy
like prophecies will prove wrong.
Every conditioQs under which they have been comhonorable member is returned to do what pelled to work. It is very satisfactory to
he can for the good of the country.
learn that the questio~ of forest conservation
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is to be taken into considelation j but
I do hope that the Government, in framing
the new regulations, will do so with a due
regard to those industries that are already
established in the forests of the State. I
happen to live near to two of the best ·redgum forests in Victoria, along the Murray
River, and two very large industries have
been established in connexion with them.
One is the saw-milling industry, and the
I t is very
other the hewing of sleepers.
easy, in making regulations, to do some
grave injustice-perhaps quite unintentionally-to industries that h'ave been established, and I trust that every care will be
taken in that respect. As to closer settlement, I certainly differ from the honorable
member who has moved this motion. I consider that the resumption of lands compulsoril y is one of the most essential requirements in this country at .the present time.
In a very good article which appeared in
the Age newspaper some three weeks ago it
was pointed out that, whilst we had parted
with 24,000,000 acres of land in the State,
only about 4,000,000 acres were under cultivation. What is being done with the balance? It is used as a sheep walk. Now, we
want people, not sheep walks. Those who
are opposed to a system of compulsory purchase allege that private owners are
quite readv to subdivide their land whenever there -is a sufficient public demand for
it. But what has been our experience? The
subdivisional sales that have taken place
have added no fresh population to the district') in which the v have been held. Their
onlv result has be~n that those who are alreadv land-owners in the district have extended their holdings, and very likely have
abandoned agricultural pursuits in a great
many instances, in order to become graziers.
Now, that is a thing we do not want to encourage.
We want to resume the land in
order that we may place people upon it with
extended terms of payment.
\Ve also want
to resume land in suitable areas, and lands
that not only can produce profitably, but
that also possess the requisite facilities in
the way of water conservation and railway
communication. At the present time no
poor man is able to buy under what may be
It is theretermed private subdivision.
fore necessary, I submit, that land should be
resumed in the manner proposed by the Government.
We federated with a ltL'rge territory and a small population j other coun1ries that have federated have only done so
when they had a very large pOf)ulation.
Now, it is incumbent upon these States, I
submit, to do something to bring about a
Mr. McKenzie.
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great increase in 'the' populat'ion, because,:
otherwise, without wishing to be at all pes-'
simistic, I am afraid that before long they
ma v seek to celebrate an anniversary that
wa~ celebrated in Victoria for 50 years-'
Separation Day.
We do not wish that to
occur, but unless the States do something to
induce a greater number of people than we
have at present to settle on the land, the'
chances are that that may be brought about.
Every facility should be given to the pro-'
ducer, and for that reason, I .feel sure, the
Water Conservation Bill, which the Government have promised, will, if capried out,
~e one of the best means of encouraging settlement upon the land.
As an instance of
what has taken place in the past, I may
mention that in my own district, 20 years
ago, in six parishes immediately on the west
side of Echuca, there were 700 selectors.
Two years ago-on the 23rd March, 1902,
when the statistics were made up-the number of selectors in those parishes was only'
J 27.
Where have the others gone to? This
loss of population has not taken place because the land is poor, but because of the
want of facilities to produce from the land ..
That is why people have been compelled to
leave it. Now, we want to re-populate
that area and similar areas throughout the
country, and we can only do it by giving the
people an adequate water supply in order
that they may make the land profitable in
the various industries for which it is suitable.
This, the first reformed Parliament, will
deserve to live in the memories of the people
if it does everything in its power
to assist the Government in carrying out
a progressive policy in connexion with the
closer settlement of large areas of land
that are now nothing but sheep walks. Ida not wish to take a socialistic stand in
depriving private owners of their land.
I believe that we should give the fair
market value of the land~ But it is neces-,
sary, in my opinion, in the interests of the
people as a whole, that the land should be.
secured by the Government in this manner.,
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Who proposes differently?
]\'[r. !\JcKENZIE.-Under these circumstances, I submit that this Parliament, if
it only assists the Government in carrying
out these two grand projects for closer
settlement and water supply, will deserve
well of the country. In connexion with
water conservation, we know that the splen~
did water storage works, known as the
WarangaBasin, are now in course of con~
struction. This basin 'will be the head
works of our water supply in the northern
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:districts, and I submit that the Govern!ment should take immediate steps to pro·ceed with the construction of the necessary
channels, in order that that work may go
~on simultaneously with the completion of
.the head works. If this is done the water
\will be available for use by the people as
:soon as the basin itself is finished. I trust
:that there will be no delay in connexion
with that matter. I am sure that if we
·can assist the Government in carrying out
.the programme now laid before us, it will
lmaterially help the producers of this coun.try, and if we do that we shaH be helping
,.every man in the community. We all recognise that the cities must depend upon
the country. If the country is not in a
productiye condition the cities must ~uffer.
.Therefore, I recognise that my honorable
friends on the other (the opposition) side
~of the House will help us to their very
utmost in this direction. I am quite sure
that when they are appealed to, and when
,a good cause is shown, they will assist the
,Government in every way in carrying out
a progressive policy.
, Mr. HANNAH.-We are the best friends
the farmers have had.
~1r. McKENZIE.-I trust that this Parliament will make a name for itself by
assisting in carrying out these two grand
projects. If we do that I feel certain that
we shall do a great deal to lift the country
out of the present commercial stagnation
into a state of progress and prosperity.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said 'he would
ask the Premier to agree to an adjourn'ment of the debate until next Tuesday.
'The Opposition desired to facilitate the
work of the Government in every way for
'the benefit of the people, but an adjournment was necessary to enable honorable
members to grasp the purport of the Go'vernor's speech, and of the two important
speeches that had just been delivered.
Mr. BENT stated that he nad intended'
to go on ,with the business, but as the
leader of the Opposition desired an adjournment, and intended to help the Government, he (Mr. Berit) would have very
great pleasure in agreeing to an adjournment if the honorable membeI would
propose it.
:Mr. PRENDERGAST movedThat the debate be now adjourned.

The motion for the adjournment of the
,debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned until the following Tuesday.
The House adjourned at half-past five
p'clock, until half-past four o'clock on
,Tuesday, .July 5.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Tuesday, July 5, 1904.

. The PRESIDENT took the chair at thirteen
.minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.
NEW MEMBER.
The Hon. J. Sternberg was introduced
and sworn as member for the electoral province of Bendigo, and presented
to the Clerk the dec1ara'tion of qualification
required by Act No. 1075.
ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS
COMMITTEE.
The PRESIDENT laid on the table
his' warrant appointing the Hons. J. Balfour, Sir Henry Cuthbert, W. H. Embling,
T. C. Harwood, J. Y. McDonald, D. Melville, and T. H. Payne as the Committee
6f Elections and Qualifications.
JUSTICES ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved for
leave to introduce a Bill to further amend
,the Justices Act 1890.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
REAL PROPERTY BILL.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved for
leave to introduce a Bill to simplify and
improve the practice of conveyancing and
the law of property, and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
TRANSFER OF LAND BILL.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved for
leave to introduce a Bill for the removal
of doubts with regard to the validity of
the practice of the Office of Titles relating
to the registration of certain instruments.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brouf!ht in, and read
a first" time.
.
RAILWAY CARRIAGE OF LIVE
STOCK.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR called the
attention of the Attorney-General to the
fact that a large number of cattle and
sheep were often injured on the railway
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trucks during transit, and asked the cause be protected just as carefully as the right
of this.
Did it occur generally during to possess one's own property. Any man
shunting, or in driving round curves at a who was a man, and felt that he had anyfast speed? How many complaints had thing in him, tried to come to the front
been made to the Department during the i·n a democratic country, and if he was
last hvelve months in connexion with the blocked at the very outset by the fact that
matter?
Was it the duty of a station- th(; people were not allowed to hear his
master '(0 unload a truck ~wnen it 'Was views, because those views were opposed
pointed out to him that a bullock was down to the opinions of a small section of the
in the truck?
He had received reliable people, then a wrong was done which ought
information to the effect that a great many to be remedied. The State punished any
cattle and sheep had been injured of late man who robbed another of his property,
in transit on the railways, more than used and the State ought to punish those men
to be, and he asked these questions to as- who went to a meeting for the sole purcertain whether station-masters took suffi- pose of robbing a man of the right of free
cient care in such cases.
Probably the speech. He was told it was difficult, but
second ques;tion with regard to the num- it was not impossible. He had in his mind
ber of complaints would not lead to much, one or two cases that happened at the last
because he. understood that 'a good many general election, where men went to a meethad not been complaining lately, as they ing and deliberately shouted for the purfelt that it would be of very little use to pose of stifling the voice of the man on the
do so.
platform, who was trying to give his views
The Hon. J. Iv1. DAVIES.-I have re- to the public. That sort of thing ought
ceived the following reply, signed by Mr. not to be allowed to happen again, and he
Tait, as Chairman of the Railways Com- did hope the Government would find some
way of protecting any man in this
missioners: State who wished to tell the people his
I. In transport of sheep the average number
of casualties is one in 1,700, and in cattle one views upon a public subject in a proper
in 1,500. The principal cause of casualty is manner, and that the Government would
restiveness among cattle and leg-weariness among
see that he was not interrupted in the way
sheep.
.
.
in which men were interrupted during the
.
2. Complaints are rare, and do not average one
late elections.
per month.
3. Yes. The station-master should arrange to
The. Hon. J. i\L DAVIES'.-I am as
have the truck unlo'l.ded if it is not otherwise
strongly in favour of free speech as Dr.
possible to get the beast on its legs.
Embling is. Dr. Embling has not sugDISORDER AT ELECTION
gested a remedy. If he were to. submit
MEETINGS.
any proposal, I should give it most careful
The Hon. W. H. EMBLIKG called the consideration. I may point out that the
attention of the Attorney-General to the conveners of the meeting have the right
fact that certain persons conspired to put to expel from that meeting anyone who
an end to freedom of speech at public meet- creates a disturbance. The difficulty generings during the late elections, and asked if ally is that the number of those creating a
the Government would protect the liberty disturbance is so large that those who have
of the people? He said he was breaking control of the meeting are not able to deal
somewhat new ground in this question, and with them.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-And the police
did not propose to take up the time of the
House by a speech. He wished to point are generally away.
out that in a democratic country every man
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I suppose
ought to have the right of free speech upon any honorable member might arrange for
a public platform. That did not preclude police; but I am thinking that he might
the fact that he might be questioned; he have to pay something if he did so.
might be interrupted; he might be chal- Further, the chairman of the meeting may
lenged; but it ought to protect him against even give anyone into custody if it is to prethe attempt on the part of a small number vent an. unnecessary breach 6f the peace,
of people, who were perhaps not more than which might happen if he did not do so.
twenty or thirty in number, to come to tht:: Dr. Embling talks about there being
meeting with the sole purpose of prevent- twenty or thirty people jnterrupting; but
ing him from being heard, and of prevent- in some cases there are hundreds, and in
ing the people from knowing what his views those circumstances 1t is a very difficult
were. The right of free speech ought to thing to provide any remedy. If Dr.
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Embling can suggest any feasible remedy,
I shall be most glad to take it into consideration.
The Han. W·. H. EMBLING.-That is
shifting the responsibility from the Goyernment.
DAYS OF SITTING.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES movedThat Tuesday, 'Vednesday, and Thursday in
each week be the days on which the Council
shall meet for despatch of business during the
present session, and that balf-past four o'clock
be the hour of meeting on each day; that on
Tuesday and Thursday in each week the transaction of Government business shall take precedence of all other business; and that on ·Wednesday in each week private members' business
shall take precedence of Government business.

He said this was the usual motion. relating
to the transaction of business in this House . .
The motion was agreed to.
APPOINTMENT OF STANDIKG
COMMITTEES.
On the motion of the Hon. J. M.
DAVIES, the following Standing Committees for the session were constituted, as
under : STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. - The
Honorables the President, J. Balfour, J. M.
Davies, W. H. Embling, N. FitzGerald,
"T. C. Harwood, W. S. Manifold, D. E.
McBryde, E. ]'vfill er, and T. H. Payne.
PARLIAMENT
BUILDINGS
COMMITTEE
·(JOINT).-The Honorables the President,
W. L. Baillieu, W. Cain, W. Pitt, and J.
1\1. Pratt.
LIBRARY COMMITTEE (JOINT). - The
Honorables the President, E. J. Crooke,
Sir Hemv Cuthbert, D Mel ville, and F.
Stuart. REFRESHMENT
ROOMS
COMMITTEE
(JOINT).-The Honorables J. C. Campbell,
·W. B. Gray, T. Luxton, J. Y. l\,fcDonald,
·and A. O. Sachse.
PRINTING COMMITTEE.-The Honorables
the President, J. G. Aikman, W. H. Edgar,
H. W. H. Irvine, W. Little, A. McLellan,
VV. Pearson, R. B. Rees, R. B. Ritchie, and
.1. Sternberg.
ADDRESS TO HIS EXCELLENCY
THE GOVERNOR.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES movedThat the following address to His Excellency
·the Governor be agreed to by this House : To His Excellency the Honorable Sir Reginald
.Arthur James Talbot, Knight Commander of the
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Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Governor of
the State of Victoria and its Dependencies in the
Commonwealth of Australia, &c., &c., &c.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLE~CY-

We, His Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects,
the members of the Legislative Council of Victoria, in Parliament assembled, desire to convey
to Your Excellency the expression of our loyalty
to His Majesty's throne and person, and our regard for the high office His Majesty has been
pleased to confer upon Your Excellency.
vVe extend to Your Excellency, on behalf of
the people of this State, a cordial welcome to
Victoria, and we beg that Your Excellency will
receive our assurance that we shall, at all times,
readily co-operate with Your Excellency in advancing the welfare of this part of His Majesty's
dominions beyond the seas, and in preserving the
connexion with the mother country.

He said a similar address had been adopted
by another place. This State had been partjcularly fortunate in the gentlemen who had
been appointed from time to time by the
Home authorities to be the Governor of Victoria, and he thought the present Governor
was One who would worthily follow in the
footsteps of his predecessors. His Excellency had had considerable experience. He
was a distinguished soldier, and was in
every way qualified fitly to discharge the
duties of a Governor. He was sure that it
was the wish of every member of this House
that, during the term for which His Excellency would remain in Victoria, everything
would be made as pleasant for him as possible, and that all would cordially welcome
him in his capacity as Governor.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR seconded the
motion. He observed that he indorsed all
that had been said by the Attorney-General
as to the splendid qualifications of the Govenors whom Victoria had recently had,
and he was quite sure that Sir Reginald
Talbot would follow in the steps of those
who had preceded him, and prove to the
people of Victoria that he was a worthy
representative of our gracious King. The
Governors that had been with us had had
long records of splendid service, and so had
the present one.
The motion was unanimously agreed to.
The PRESIDENT.-I shall ascertain
from His Excellency the Governor when
he will be prepared to receive this address,
and the Clerk of the Parliaments will inform honorable members accordingly.
THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
ADDRESS IN REPLY.
The debate (adjourned from June 30 )
on the Hon. F. Stuart's motion for the
adoption, of an Address-in-Reply to the
Governor s speech was resun~ed .
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The Han. D. MELVILLE.-My first
dutX will be to congratulate the Government
on surviving the work of last session, and
on finding that they are able to meet to-day
a House that they themselves created.
After considerable discussion of a Bill that
the Government brought down to the last
Parliament, it was resolved to reduce the
members of the Council from 48 to the
present number-35, and after a very long
discussion the Council also arrived at the
conclusion that the old House, as it had
stood for 50 years-that is, not dissolvable
-should be dissolved, and the result is now
before us. The very first notice of motion
coming from a member of this new House
to-night is one apparently expressive of dissatisfaction, for, to my regret, at this juncture a notice of motion has been giyen for
leave to introduce a Bill again to alter the
,Constitution to some extent. I regret that
such a notke should have been tabled so
soon, because the urgency of certain other
business almost commands us to let that
matter severely alone for a long time. I have
also to say to the House, that that dissolution has certainly had some rather painful
effects, for we have now to acknowledge
that four or five of our best members, members who took the deepest interest in the
country's affairs, are not with us to-night.
In naming a few of them, such as Mr.
Ham, Sir Arthur Snow'den, Mr. Morey, and
1\1r. Abbott, I must say that no better men
could possibly be in any Parliament. Their
deep interest in the country's affairs, their
regular attendance at the meetings of the
House, and the thorough way in which they
did their work-all these things fully justifv that statement. They are now no more
with us, and I only wish to add now that
I part with those men with regret.
The
task of selecting those who should survive
the dissolution, and of relieving of their
duties those honorable members who have
left us, fell to the people of this country,
and in performing that unpleasant duty, it
has been the will of the people of the countrv to select those of us who have been
Ie-turned. As the old lines runIt 'is weli to be honest and true,
It is well to be off with the old love
Before we are on with the new.

I do-not forget. ,Now, I wish to congIatulate heartily those ,,~ho hav~ come in as
new members. Thev are to have the opportunitv now~ on behaJf of the ·State,· of
sitting in the highest office and' sharing
probably the highest honour th3;t can be
conferred on· man.
I myself feel strongly
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that it is a great honour to be a member of.
this Chamber, with such traditions as it
possesses.
I entered this House twenty:
odd years ago, and to-night there are present only three members besides myself of
the House as it existed in those days. The
four of us are :Messrs. FitzGerald and Balfour, Sir Henry Cuthbert, and myself. We
are all that are left of the effects of the
old Reform Bill.
A very large number of
members have come and gone since then in
this House.
I suppose they amount to'
hundreds, but the lapse of twenty years
seems to have taken them all away except
four.
The seat I contested in those times
did not belong to anybody, and was open
for compefi1ion. ' Now, in another twenty
years, probably, a similar state of things,
will come about.
I mention these two or
three instances because during the late cam-,
paign 'I found that the grossest ignorance
prevailed as to the responsibilities of the
members of the Upper Chamber.
I found
men making such extraordinary statements
as to what we have been and what we have
done that it was necessary to attempt to put
things right. It is not understood by people
in some cases that this House is an unpaid
House, that it Ih es and has its being
simply for the pure duty of the State, and
the ,honour of ,doing the work of the State
unpaid. This House is not responsible for
the deeds of the old House that has just
gone.
Tbe work of twenty years has been
a tremendous work.
The number of Bills
that have been passed has been something
enormous-some perhaps may say too many
-but it is nor understood that this Chamber
has to do' all the work that the other Cham'ber' has· done, and ~evise and ·correct it
After the tremendous exertion that had to'
be made b'y many of us to defeat opposi:
tion, I suppose we now have here what may
be called the survival of the fittest.
I
think there is nobody here but has survived
that tremendous rain of papers hurled at
candidates with requests to sign all kinds
of conditions before they were to, get votes.
There were all the temperance organiza,.
tions-The Han. J. BALFOUR.-I signed
nothing.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-If Mr. Bal-,
four did not sign' anything, he was, at any
rate, one of those who brought on us that
rain of papers about this Scripture Edu,cation Referendum. Whether he signed
any of them or not, they were certainl y dis~
tributed to every candidate, and we all had
to meet that question of the referendum.

The Governor's Speech:

[5

JULY,

.I, with others, signed nothing.

My idea of
a member is that if he is to come into the
House at all, he must come in untied. He
must come in independent.
I believe, too,
that other members here have survived the
ordeal of what is called giving a pledge.
.I congratulate heartily those members who
were able to stand for Parliament with a
Jull consciousness that they were, so to
speak, on the spot, and prepared at the
right time to discharge the functions of a
Member of Parliament. However much
we may say we have political views, and
however much we urge our political opinions, there is not one of us who dares, when
he crosses this threshold, forget that there
is one condition that overrules all othersand that is, that we declare we are for the
State, and for the State only.
Some of
the orators who have entered these portals,
. such as Dr. Hearn, and others, have impressed on members of this House that,
never mind what takes place outside under
the influence of localism, and notwithstanding the work that a member is called upon
to do for his constituents, when a membeI
enters this House the King and the State require his seIvices, and that only is his duty.
I intend to make some quotations in proof
.of what I now say, because, while honor'able members have somewhat unfortunately
been innocently baffled with extraordinary
conditions, it is well to know, befOIe we
proceed to work, what the real conditions
'are, or what is die general acceptation of
them. I should like to put an end to this
kind of thing for good. I assume that every
honorable member-as have Mr. Balfour
.and myself-has come in untrammelled and
untied, ,for it is only when you are un. trammelled and untied that you can pro.perl y meet for the purposes of legislation,
and deal with it honestly and correctly.
This view has always been maintained here
by three men who are worthy of notice.
It has been maintained by Dr. Hearn, and
a large" paIt of his life was absolutely
passed in writing on the Constitution of England, in laying down these lines.
First,
however, I will take up a little book, published in 1881. The quotation is only four
linesIt cannot be asserted that it is a desirable
thing for a representative Chamber to be influenced by any force whatsoever outside the
constituent body which called it into existence.

Several HONORABLE MEMBERs.-Hear,
hear.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-That is by
Mr. David Syme, in 1881, in his book
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Representative Government in England. Dr.
Hearn, in The Government of England, at
page 506, says:They (Members of Parliament) were not mere
messengers to present the petitions of their constituents; but their presence was required both
to aid in forming a national policy, and to assent
to it· when it was formed. The office, therefore,
of a member of the House of Commons implies
something more than even a general agency for
a particular district. Such a member is empowered,
indeed, to speak and to act for himself and for
his constituents. But his powers do not stop
there. He is a member of the Supreme Council
of the Crown. He is bound to give the King
true and faithful advice to the best of his judgment, not upon the matters which affect his own
constituents merely, but on all questions which
concern the King.

I will pass on further, so as not to tIOuble
honorable members too much. This is what
Dr. Hearn says, quoting from Burke"Parliament,"said Mr. Burke to his constituents, "is noi: a Congress of Ambassadors from
different and hostile interests, which interests
each must maintain as an agent and advocate
.against other agents and advocates; but Parliament is a deliberative assembly of our nation
with one interest, that of the whole, where not
local purposes, not local prejudices, ought to
guide, but the general good resulting from the
general r,eason of the whole. You choose a
member, indeed, but when you have chosen him,
he is not a member of Bristol, but he is a Member of Parliament."

Further on Dr. Hearn saysThis principle is the source of several rules
of parliamentary law. One of these rules is that
the electors cannot, either before or after his
election, bind their representative by any instructions. It has never been doubted that all proceedings Qf the House of Commons would be
valid, notwithstanding the unanimous and avowed
disapproval of every elector in the kingdom .

That is a very important principle, which
Dl. Hearn there points outThe electors cannot, either before or after his
election, bind the representative by any instructions.

Further en I readThey have chosen him as their representative
and plenipotentiary during that Parliament; and'
while that Parliament lasts, they can neither reo
voke their appointment nor restrict, by any direc·
tions, the powers that they have conferred. In
the discharge of their duty they have cast upon
the person whom they elected as their representative the duty of advising the King to the
best of his judgment. That responsibility the
law will not allow him to evade by rendering
himself the mere mouthpiece of the sentiments
of others.

I will just read another two or three lines
from this book, which I commend, to
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honorable members who have not already
studied the subjectIt is, in short, his duty to advise the King, not
upon abstract political principles, but upon matters of State as they arise. It is impossible that
he should advise freely unless he himself is free.

Several HONORABLE MEMBERs.-Hear,
hear.
The Han. D. MEL VILLE.-The extIact
continuesHe should not, therefore, be required to bear
upon his honour a burthen which the;: policy of
the law steadily refused to impose.

That is what Dr. Hearn says. I wish now
to make an extract from Fifty Years of
tliJe English Constitution, by Sheldon Amos,
who quotes from Burke. The quotation is
w admirable on this point that I will take
the liberty of giving itIf government were a matter of will upon
any side, yours, without question, ought to be
superior. But government and legislation are
matters of reason and judgment, and not of indination; and what sort of reason is that, in
which the determination precedes the discussion; in which one set of men deliberate, and
another decide; and where those who form the
conclusion are perhaps three hundred miles distant from those who hear the arguments? To
deliver an opinion is the right of all men; that of
constituents is a weighty and respectable opinion,
which a representative ought always to rejoice to
hear; and which he ought always most seriously
to consider. But authoritative instructions; mandates issued, which the member is bound blindly
and implicitely to obey, to vote, and to argue for,
though contrary to the clearest conviction of his
judgment and conscience; these are things utteriy
unknown to the laws of this land, and which arise
from a fundamental mistake of the whole order
and tenor of our Constitution.

Further on Sheldon Amos saysSome very scrupulous candidates-like the late
Mr. John Stuart Mill, in his candidature for
'Vestminster-have shrunk even from taking the
position of inviting election at the hands of the
constituents on. behalf of whom they allowed
themselves to be Rut forward. They have held
that no kind of personal obligation, even of the
nature of gratitude. for the conferring of a favour
sought, ought to hamper the free action of an
elected member. Mr. Mill, indeed, took the
amplest opportunity of acquainting the constituency with his opinions, and of answering questions addressed to him.
The opinion
held on the subject by Lord Macaulay . . .
is so forcibly put in one of his lately-published
letters, that it is worth citing at full length.
"The practice of begging for votes is, as it
seems to me, absurd, pernicious, and altogether
at variance with the true principles of representative government. The suffrage of an elector
ought not be asked, or to be given, as a personal
favour."

I need not go further into that. I think I
have established what I desired to set
fOlth. For the moment, we have been con-

fronted with the grossest ignorance as to
the theory of government, for in a newspaper advertisements have
been published asking candidates seeking election
to come forward, and give c'ertain pledges.
I will not trouble the House with much
of that, but I will read one of them, and
it concerns the constituency that I have the
honour to represent. Here, in effect, is the
advertisementNORTH MELBOURNE PROVINCE.
Nominations invited in labour interest, pledge,
close Monday evening.
MACNAMARA,

Trades Hall.

When I read that, no one had come out
against us, and I can assure honorable
members that I looked on it with some
amazement.
Honorable members. know
what I have been doing in the way of discussing things and taking things up during
the last twenty years. Mr. Harwood will
admit that he has been at the very antipodes
to me on some of these matters. Still, I
have considered it my duty to demand a
fair hearing for what is called the liberal
interests. I have taken up all sorts of
things, such as shorter hours of labour, in
the Eight Hours Bill, and for the woman's
suffrage I have been a sort of champion,
as well as for aU the other etceteras of
that kind.
I have even had hold'
of Maloney's Illegiti,macy Bill, and
I have given myself the character
of being an ultra-radical. One ,would
have thought that they would have spared
me from opposition in that quarter, but all
the past history of my liberalism had no
That
effect in freeing me from that.
shows what this new force is.
I am
going to talk seriously. The new force
has no mercy on those outside its pale.
To the man outside it is said-" If
you are not one of us, it does not matter
what your politics are." But 'What is the
pledge? I am glad to know that honorable members have survived that business.
When I saw the advertisement I hunted to
find out what the matter was, and what
this pledge was. I went to the oracle for
it-to the Tocsin.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-You mean
" Toxin."
The Han. D. MELVILLE.-It is spelt
(( T-o-c-s-i-n."
The pledge is there. I
need not trouble honorable members about
the platform. It is a great platform. It
is a very big platform, and contains many
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things that nobody ever objected to, but it
also contains some very important thingsI. That all candidates for the Federal Parliament shall sign the fqllowing pledge : -

The same thing applied to the State ElectionsI hereby pledge myself not to oppose the candidate selected by the recognised political Labour
Organization, and, if elected, to do my utmost
to carry out the principles embodied in the Federal Labour Platform, and on all questions affecting the platform to vote as a majority of the
Parliamentary Party may decide at a duly constituted caucus meeting.
2. That, subject to the acceptance of the Feder::11 Platform and Pledge, each State shall control the selection of its candidates for the Federal Parliament.
3. (As amended by P.L.C. June 13, and applicable to Victoria.) Fiscal Question-All candidates in the Labour interest must be pledged
to the new Protectionist policy.
4. That no member of the Federal Labour
Party shall accept office in the Federal Government except with the consent of a duly constituted caucus of the Party.

I will not do anything of the kind. That is
'a fine thing to go to the country with! But
then comes the larger question whether I
could pledge myself to do what this caucus
desires. That rests on my honour. If I
signed that pledge could I come up and take
the oath which was taken just now by Mr.
Sternberg, to consider the State and the
State only?
These are very troublesome
questions, and I do not want my conscience
to be in conflict with my duty. As Mr.
Balfour has said, we all understand this
position thoroughly, and wish that the proud
traditions of the House should be maintained; that we shall, as we have done before, freely debate all matters coming from
another Chamber, and honestlv vote on them
according to am conscience an'd duty. How
can a man who has been bound vote freely?
I am not going to say too much on this question, but I thought it was my duty, being a new member, in the sense of one who
has been opposed and who is none the worse
for it, to point these things out. I know
now what the new force is, and I trust that
before another election takes place more
light will reach the great public, What kind
of Upper House would this be if even ten
members came in tied? Just reflect for a
minute as to some of the questions that are
to come up, Therefore, I hope, in all seriousness and earnestness, that another election will not come without all these caucus
pledges being removed.
This is a new
force, which has never existed before, that
I am aware of. Of course, opinions are discussed freely, but I have never known jt
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suggested before that a man should come
pledged in this manner. It is perhaps a
question that strictly should not be discussed by a layman, but I should like to
ask whether this matter has attracted the
attention of the Attorney-General. If it is:
a new force, coming in this shape, it is our
duty to prevent it at first. I am hopeful
that nothing of the kind will overtake us,.
and that no power outside, no three or four
men in any part of the city of Melbourne r
will have the right to dictate to candidates
in that way. Is not each one of us armed
and fortified with the know ledge that, in the
evolution of Parliament, honorable members are t~ be free and independent, and
has not thIS been an encouragement to us
to give the conscien60us vote that the
King and State require? For what are all
these forms of Parliament, and all this law
of Parliament, but to encouraO"e men not to
be afraid to give the proper b conscientious
vote that they are called on to give? Perhap.s I have taken too much time in elucidating, as far as my humble ability will
allow me, the duty of a member of this
House; but how could I, after these
twent.Y-~wo years of merpbership, and after
assocIatIOn with such members as \ve have
had in this Chamber, whose works are standard ~vork? in England, see something like
an InVaSIOn of these principles without
calling the attention of the House to it?
We differ certainly in some respects from
another place, inasmuch as the declaration
we make deals with another phase of this
matter, showin~ how completely fenced
around this Chamber is. You shall not collusively have the property qualification. A
man cannot buy property to fit himself for
. membership; and jf he cannot buy propertv ~or that p~rpose, can he barter away
!he prIceless pnvIlege he is possessed of
In order that he may get the full force of
some politi~al power behind him, and with
whose aSSIstance he may get into the
~ouse ? Should a man ~ortgage or barter
hIS soul away? In a sense it is that. He
hypothecates it, if he acquiesces in that
advertisement in the paper. I hope I have
proved that, because this is a strong point.
If a ~le?ge lik~ that is signed by a candidate, It IS a qu.ld pro qu.o. ~ would invite
honorabl~ members to examine that pledge,
and see If they would like to take it. It
conUI.~ns a lot of details} some of them very
~ecul~ar, but I am not dealing with that.
CandIdates were told that if they took
that pledge all the force of the
party would be behind them, and
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that they would be pretty sure to win.
I want Parliament to be free. There is
the tradition of a certain gentleman who
sold his soul to the devil, but we do not
want anything of that kind. Now, I have
a few words to say about the Governor's
speech. His speech is all land and water.
Well, there is nothing new under the sun,
and certainly my honorable friend the
Attorney-General will not say that this
land question has not been discussed in
almost every Parliament for the last twenty
years. I was contemporaneous with the late
Wilson Gray, and I remember taking the
chair at some of his meetings about 18 59
or 1860. At that time, the great problem
i:1 this country was the land question, and
it has been the great problem in almost
every Parliament ever since. There is absolutely nothing new about it. We are all
enthusiasts in getting people on the land,
and if the present Government has at last
discovered the secret of how to put the
people on the land they will find that they
will have no more enthusiastic supporter
than myself.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEu.-And of
keeping them on the land.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-Yes. I can
remember the time when the press was
constantlv urging the Government to get
riel of the land, even if they had to give
it away. I have now lived to see the day
when the Government are proposing to buy
back some of the land that was parted with
for IS. per acre per annum. I am heartily
with the Government in this part of its programme, because r consider that in dealing with land and water they are on the
right track. At the same tillie, I would like
to ask what is to be done by the farmer
when wheat is fetching only from 2S. to 3s .
per bushel, when potatoes are selling at
£T per ton, when oats are worth only from
IS. to IS. 3d. per bushel, and ,vhen you can
get hay at any price you like, from 30S'
upwards. Every man you send on the land
to grow produce of this kind is merely going to swell tne great surplus. There is no
doubt about the wisdom of growing wheat,
and butter, and wool, because we have wide
markets for those products, and we require
to export them in order to pay our interest
charges in England. But what are we to
say about the man who buys land in order
to grow upon it oats which he will have to
sell in Melbourne for I s. per bushel?
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-It cannot be
done.
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The Hon. D ..MELVILLE.-There was
a paragraph in the newspapers the other
day about a man who sent 10 tons of potatoes from Fish Cteek to Melbourne, and
after they were sold he found that he was
actuall y out of pocket on the consignment.
What is wanted, first of all, is to find markets for the things that we are able to
produce. We can export wheat, we can export butter, we can export wool, but when
we begin to export fruit and other produce,
our difficulties begin. I noticed recently
that a call was made by a certain company,
the name of which I need not give, and
when I asked the reason, I was told that
a call was necessary, because the company
had shipped to England an enormous quantity of soft fruit. It happened that there
had been an exceptionally good season in
England, and the shipment resulted in a
loss of thousands of pounds.
There is
another point that I would urge most
strongly on the Government, and that is
that it is utterly useless to put people on
the land unless they are provided with decent facilities in the way of roads or rail-ways. I have seen a great deal of those
parts of the country that require railways.
We have an enormous territory that cannot
be utilized at all unless railways are provided. You might as well send a man into
the Gippsland forests with nothing but a
spade, as to send a man into some of these
districts without giving him a tramway or
a railway to carry his produce. I do not
think there is any formidable obsfacle to
prevent the Government doing something
in this direction. For my own part, I believe we are only at the beginning of railway making in this country. If we are to
make the best use of our territory, we must
get more railways into the mountains, and
into the mallee. And whlle I am referring
to the maBee, let me sa y a word or two
about the question of ~ater supply. If
by pumping the water from the river at
Mildura the value of the land can be increased bv ;::20 or £30 per acre, let us go
further in the same direction. The best
thing is, where we have made an experiment of that kind, to continue the experiment with all the improvements that can
be devised. I am perfectly certain that
~here is an immense area of wheat country
in the mallee-a much greater area than
anyone would anticipate. Its productive
powers have been immensely increased by
the adoption of the new method of sowing
by drilling in the phosphates along with
the seed. The results that have been already achieved by this process are a perfect
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miracle. Let us then endeavour to double
our exports while the Government are in
the humour for it, by putting our own
people on the land and supplying them with
railways and water. It will pay in the end.
I do not want to say a word to discourage
the Government, but we must adopt a policy
of that kind, otherwise we shall not be able
- I will not say to meet the interest on our
public debt-but we shall not be able to .
develop this country in the way it ought
to be developed. The urgency of this question is tremendous. I trust that the House
will not dwell, and that the Government
. ,\"ill not ask us to dwell, on any merely theoretical question until we have attended to
the practical question of finding the money
with which to pay the interest on our debts,
and to develop the resources of Victoria.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-I congratulate the Government on the fact that,
although there has been a reconstruction
of the Ministry since the late Council met,
we still retain the three honorable members
of the Government who formerly represented them in this House; and especially
I would say that we feel great confidence.
in having the Attorney-General as leader
of the Council. I notice a great omission
in the Governor's speech. I see no reference whatever made to the referendum that
was taken by the Government with regard
to the question of religious instruction in
State £chools.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-It is as dead
as Julius Cresar.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-It seems to
me rather remarkable that the Government
should have taken such a very strong step,
and yet made no reference to it in the Governor's speech. Let us just consider what
this referendum was, and how it came
about. It came about by an offer from the
Premier to take a referendum upon a question that was agitating the public very
deeply, on the condition that the Campaign
Council, that had the matter in hand, would
giye up what he called "heckling" the
candidates ",hen they came up by asking
them to pledge themselves to their voters
before Parliament met. It was agreed that
the matter should be decided by the public,
and that then the Government ,,"ould bring
in a Bill, if the result of the referendum
wa.s in favour of the change. Now, that
was the start of it. It is quite clear that
a referendum should always 'be a very clear
and distinct issue. This House has always
objected to the referendum, and it has done
so on the ground that it was afraid that the
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referendum would come to mean a referendum of legislation. I voted twice in favour
of the referendum-once on the question of
female suffrage, and next on this same
question-to iascertain the ,~iews of the
public on the introduction of the Scriptures
into the State schools. But these two matters could be put in each instance as a
simple yea or nay, and when the Campaign
Council decided to accept a referendum,
and to abstain from active interference with
the election, ~t was on the promise that the
question framed would be satisfactodry to
them.
Now, it is well known that the
questions put were not satisfactory, and the
reason. was that they were not limited to
one single, simple issue.
At first the issue
was satisfactory. The question submitted
through the deputation from the Campaign
Council in the first instance was satisfactory, but \ve were told that it was not absolutel V settled-that it had to come before
the Cabinet. I t went to the Cabinet twice,
and it came back in a different form. The
first question was framed in a manner
which, to me and to a great many people,
completely clouded the issue.' The question
which the Campaign Council desired was"Do you wish these Scripture lessons introduced into the school curriculum or do you
not?" Thiswasall that was necessary, because
everybody was aware that those who would
answer that question in the affirmative
\vould desire an amendment of the EducatiOI~ Act. However, the time had elapsed,
the elections were coming on quickly, and
at last the council consented to accept the
questions as altered by the Government,
but with the protest that the first of those
questions was one that would certainly befog a great many of the voters; and we
find it has done so.
It was a misleading
que.stion, and it was objected to.
The reTo the
sult of the referendum is this.
first question-" Are you in favour of the
Education Act remaining secular as at
present? "-89,047 voters said" Yes," and
62,867 said" No," leaving a majority of
26,180 in favour of leaving the Act as it
is.
That is the first question taken by
itself.
Let us now take the others by
themselves and see how' they stand.
To
the second question-" Do you desire the
introduction of the Royal Commission's
Scripture lessons 'into the State schools as
part of the ordinary curriculum, wIfh a
conscience clause for teachers?" -78,936
said "Yes," and 69,875 said "No," leaving a majority of 9,061 in favour of the
To the
introduction of Scripture lessons.
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third question, as to introducing hymns and
prayers, the majority in favour of do~ng
so was still larger-9,447. The CampaIgn
Council held that these were two questions
-two simple, unambiguous. clear questions
-by which no one could be deceived, and
therefore we say that we had the large
majority of over 9,000 in favour of introducing these Scripture lessons, hymns, and
prayers into our State schools.
Those
who oppose us take the first question by itself, and say that the !ma jority of the
voters have no desire to alter the Education -Act.
The Premier said that it
would be illogical for a voter to answer
" Yes" 'to all three questions, and yet
thousands of voters did answer, " Yes" to
the second and third questions, and, " Yes"
to the first question also.
They did not
consider this to be illogical.
They considered that they were supporting an Act
that has done much good in this countryan Act that gives us free, compulsory, and
sec:ular education; and they believed it was
quite competent for them to ~ay "Yes" to
that question, and yet to add the lessons
of the Roval Commission to the school
curriculum. - That is the only way
you can exphin the vote. You can also
put it strongly in £his way.
Take the
total number of voters as given.
Add
together the yeses and no.es on each question, and which has the larger number of
votes?
You find that each had nearLy
the same, showing that nearly the same
people voted' on -the whole .. The total number
of votes on the first questIOn was 15 1 ,9 1 4.
'Ve fino that the number of those who said
"Yes~' to No. 2 question was 78 ,93 6 .
Then ta k~ that from the total number of votes
on ~o. 1 question, and we have 72,978. That
is to sav, we have a majority even then of
5,95 8-practically' 6,000--in, favour of the
proposal for Scripture lessons, out of. the
I am surpnsed
whole nu-mber of votes.
that no reference was made to this matter in
the Governor's speech.
It surely means
something.
Those who say it means that
the Act. is to be kept just as it is, must intend to ignore the wishes of the 79,000
people who desire to have the Scripture lessons included in the school curriculum.
If
we are to take it that all those who voted
" Yes" to the first question meant that no
such lessons should be introduced, then one
would have thought that the Government
would have said so, and would have stated
in the Governor's speech that no amendment
of the Act was proposed.
But no Parliament or Government can ignore the fact that
there is a majority of 9,000, at any rate, of
Hon. ,. Balfour.

those who want these lessons, no matter whether th'ey an::>wered " Yes" or " No" to the
In order that I may show
first question.
that I am advocating this from a clear point
of view, and am not prejudiced in the
ground I am taking, I will quote what the
Sydney Daily Telegraph wrote on this
subject. I do not quote the Argus or the
Age.
They were pledged against the lessons from the fi rst~ and they have written
against them all through.
They have,
therefore, conveniently ,chosen the first question, and they ·accept that as the verdict.
But let us see what a leading newspaper in
the principal city of the mother State wrote
in its leading columns on the subject. It
saidThere is no getting away from the conclusion that thousands who voted in favour of the
schools remaining secular also voted in favour
of the introduction of religious instruction. It
follows that either the first or the second and
third questions were misapprehended by thousands of electors. \Vhich? The religious instructi.onists claim that the second and third
questions are so worded that it is inconceivable
how thousands of electors could have completely
misunderstood their meaning, though an odd
fool here and there might have got astray. Fur'ther, they direct attention to the fact that both
questions were similarly answered by about the
same number of electors. If either was ambiguous this could hardly have happened. ' But
the first question, the religious instructionists
argue, might easily be wrongly read by thousands of their party, who, according to this
supposition, imagined that they were deciding
between national and denominational educational systems. In our opinion this is the most
reasonable explanation of the replies.
For years past it has been claimed by the secularists that their party was an overwhelming
majority of the people. Put to the test of the
ballot·box, that claim has been destroyed.

All I wish to add is that the Campaign
Council, those who have been advocating
this and working for it, have claimed from
the Government a proper analysis of the
votes. Those votes, honorable members will
recollect, have been taken and counted Wjt}1out any scrutineers. It is quite possible that
mistakes may have been made. In the case
of Parlamentary contests, the candidates
are allowed to appoint scrutineers, and
there is a check.
These figures may be
quite correct, but certainly they have not
been scrutineered. Apart from that, there
is certainly a great discrepancy in the numbers. Many people say that they cannot
understand how it was that so manv voters
voted" Yes" to the first question, an-'d' at th~
same time voted "Yes" to questions two
and three. \Ve want to find -out how that
came about. and to ascertain more fully the
,exact meaning of the vote. We have asked
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for an examination and an analysis of the believe in it he need not sign it j but I, as
Yoting, and are quite sure that the country one who does believe in it, signed it. I would
will not be satisfied until that is done. The ask honorable members if at election times
voting papers are here in Melbourne j they when they go on the platform and advocate a
are sealed up and deposited in a safe ceItain policy they believe in and intend to
Surely it is only common jus- carry out, are they not bound by their proplace.
tice that those who have voted should get mises to carry it out?
If men of honour
an exact answer to the question how many they will carry it out, and they are thus
people answered " Yes:' to the firs~ ques- bound hand and foot as much as the labour
tion, and " Yes" to the secoild ana third men are.
They are bound to carry out
questions. We wish, also, to see how many their promise if men of honour, and I am
votes are informal, and why they were de- bound to carry out only the platform of the
clared informal. I may say that yesterday Labour Party.
Outside of that, I am perthis matter was discussed at a Presbytery fect! y free.
The honorable member said
meeting in 'Melbourne, and the chairman of that those of us who are labour members
that meeting said he would give as an in- ar·~ the mouthpieces of the sentiments of
stanc:e of the misunderstanding on this others, and the honorable member quoted
question, this fact, that in his own parish- somebodv, I think it was the late Dr. Hearn,
a country one-twenty different voters told as havin"g used those words. With that I
him that thev had voted " Yes" to the first cannot agree. He mentioned also the matter
q l1 estion, and "Yes" to the others, and all of the selection of labour candidates, under
of them wanted the Scripture lessons in- which a man had to agree to stand on one
cluded.
If this happened in one small side if not selected by the party.
It seems
country parish, we may be quite sure that to me that that is a very ~ound policy to
it would turn out, O'n an examination of the work on.
Suppose that in a certain dispapers, that thousands voted" Yes" on the trict there were one hundred electors, of
first question when they really wanted to whom seventy were free-traders, and the
have 'Scripture lessons introduced. I am other thirty protectionists.
If theIe were
quite sure that the electors will demand that four free-trade candidates and only one
that, analysis shall be given. The referen- protectionist is it not likely that the produm has immensely strengthened the hands tectionist would get in?
Would the freeof those who want Scripture lessons in State traders not have shown that thev had their
schools, and Parliament and the Govern- cause at heart, and a certain amo~nt of selfment may be quite sure that the result of sacrifice in the cause, if they agreed to settle
the vote is not to be left alone, but that the by arbitration which of the four should
agitation will be continued until w'e get the
If they all go
stand for the electorate?
fruits of our victory, and until we find
to the poll, the result will be that the prothat what Bishop Moorhouse called "the
tectionist will be elected, and the seventy
brutal muzzle," is taken off the State school
free-traders will be unrepresented. That
teacher.
is exactly. the position that the Labour
The Hon. A. ~IcLELLAN.-It is with a
They invite applications
certain amount of diffidence that I rise to Party take up.
speak on this oc:casion-first, because I am from those who wish to stand to represent
a new' member, and, secondlv, because I them in Parliament, and when they receive
am a labour man. and. as honorable mem- the applications they select the most suitDo you not think the applicants
bers know. there have been no labour men able man.
in this House before. I suppose I am are showing loyalty to their cause, and
the first representative of labour who ever are manifesting self-sacrifice by being
prepared to stand on one side for the
spoke in this chamber.
good
of the cause?
I do not think it is
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEu.-We won't
necessary to say much more on this subadmit that, quit,e.
The Hon. A. McLELLAN .-In reply to ject, because Mr. Melville has been basing
Mr. ~:relville in regard to the platform that his arguments on a wrong assumption-the
labour candidates have to sign, I have to say assumption that we are bound to go by the
that I signed nothing outside of the labour decision of the caucus outside..
platform.
The honorable member says we . The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-What is the
have to sign a pledge that we will be bound platform?
I have
by the caucus of 'the Labour Partv.
signed nothing but the labour - platform.
The Hon. A. McLELLAN.-I have the
There is no compulsion on any man to sign platform here, if the honorable member
the labour platform, and if he does not wishes to read it. I was a spectator in one

42

The Got:ernor's Speech:

[COUNCIL.]

of the galleries in the Assembly last Wednesday during the discussion on the motion for
the election of the Speaker, and I heard a
gentleman-a member of this House, who
spoke so loudly that I could not help
hearing him-remark, " What twaddle! If
this was in our House the President would
stop him." I presume that the standard by
which that honorable member decides whetheranything is twaddle or not is whether
he agrees with the speaker or not. He disagreed with the speaker in the other Chamber on that occasion, and therefore described
the speaker's remarks as twaddle. If that
gentleman were President of .this House, I
suppose he ,vould consider most of my remarks twaddle j but I am very fortunate in
having a President here to decide as to whether my remarks are relevant or not. I am
fortunate in having as President a gentleman who, I am sure, possesses the confidence of every member of the Chamber, and
I may say that I am quite content to leave it
to that gentleman to decide as to the relevancy or othenvise of anything I may say.
I would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate the President upon the unanimous vote by which he was elected to the
highest position which it is in the power of
this Chamber to bestow.· I do not altogether agree with the opening remarks in
the Governor's Speech, in which he congratulates honorable members upon the general
prosperity of the country.
If the country
is prosperous, I would like to picture what
it would be in bad times. I do not think I
have ever known a time when there were
more men out of work than at present, and
thev are not particular what kind of work
they get or what wages they receive. They
say, "Give us work, and we do not care
what the wages may be." The party to
which I belong is often blamed for bringing
about these bad times, and we are told that
they are the result of socialistic legislation.
Seeing that the Labour Party
during the last Parliament numbered only
twelve or fourteen members, and had no
member in the Council, is it fair to sav that
that party are responsible for bringing in all
this legislation-assuming, in the first place,
that the legislation which they advocate is
responsible for the bad times, which I do
not admit? Is it fair to blame them for having brought" in all this legislation, seein~
that they numbered only twelve C?r fourteen
out of ninety-five members? Therefore, I
think these remarks in the Governor's
speech as to general. prosperity. are n9t
justified. In regard to the Government
proposal to settle the people on' the land,
Bon. A. McLellan.
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I may say that I am quite in sympathy
with that, and I am in accord with a
scheme for the compulsory resumption ot
land. As I am a labour man, I must be in
favom-I suppose it will be assumed that
I must be in favour-of compelling the
owners to give up their land without any
compensation, but I would like to assure
honorable me:tnbers that I am in favour of
nothing of the sort j and I do not thirik
honorable members will find any man, even
in another place, who would advocate anything of the sort. I do not think they would
find a man connected with the Trades Hall
who ,rould advocate it.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-What about
Tom Mann?
The Hon. A. McLELLAN.-In my
opinion, the prosperity of New Zealand is
in a great degree to be attributed to the
compu!sory resumption of land, the closer
settlement of the people, and to other
socialistic legislation. I was in that country fifteen or sixteen years ago, and I can
as~ure members that then it was considered
a good country to get out of. People were
leaving by every boat, and when I asked
th·:! cause of the bad times the invariable
answer was "Bad legislation." The Government had borrowed large sums of
money, and laid it out on works that were
not reprouuctive. The .result was that
eventuall y a crash came, hundreds of
men were thrown out of work, and business came to a stand-still.
Since then.
socialistic legislation has been introduced
and passed, including a measure for the
compulsory purchase of land.
To-day,
New Zealand is the most prosperous State
in Australasia. I may be told .that it is
prosperous, not because of socialistic legislation, but in spite of it j but, in my opinion,
it is prosperous,. in a great measure, because of socialistic legislation, and I am
prepared to advocate legislation of that
character here, because I believe it will
not prove injurious, but beneficial in the·
highest degree. In regard to the compulsory resumptIon of land, people will say
that it is breaking faith with the owners
of the land to take the land away once it
is sold to them, and that the Government
has no right to do so. I may quote the
late Premier, Mr. Irvine, in a speech he de. livered at Nhill, in which he saidThere is no right created by the State that is
paramount to the well-being of the State itself.

If it is for the well-being of the State that
we must resume land 1 I think it is our ~
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duty to resume it, but I would not be agreeable to sell the land when resumed. i
think it ought to be leased, as in New
Zealand. I think there should be a
tax placed upon it in order to arrive at the
true value of the land.
There would be
very little difficulty in arriving at the true
value if we allowed the owner of the land
to fix the value himself, the tax to be assessed according to the value the owner
placed upon the land, and the State to have
the right to resume the land at that
value.
In that way the owner would not
place too high a value on it, because of the
tax; and he would not place too low a
value on it, in case it might be resumed by the State. This plan is the
only way of arriving at the true value. In
regard to selection, I do riot think it wOuld
be wise for the State to part with the feeEither in the selecsimple of the land.
tion of Crown lands or in the disposal
of land resumed, I think it would bE" unWIse
to part with the fee-simple. In this way
the man with more limited means would be
able to take up 'land; but as it is now a man
must have a good deal of money to buy
land, and even if he has to select ClOwn
land, he has to pay rent. The rent could
be fixed at a very low rate, to prevent the
selectors from throwing up the land as in
the past.
There is much to be done in the
matter of water conservation and irrigation.
I hope the interests of the State will be
safeguarded, and that those who receive
benefits from irrigation and water conservation will not. be allowed to escape their
liabilities as in the past.
I see that the
Government claims to have made a surplus
on.the railwavs. After the harvest we had
last year and- the way the Department has
sweated the employes and reduced the train
services in many of the CQuntry districts, I
think the Commissioners ought to have made
the railways pay:
If they did not make
them pay under such circumstances the
sooner they make room for some one else
the better.
I am not in favour of this
. surplus being used to reduce the income tax.
Like the mover of the motion, I think the
income tax is one of the most equitable
of taxes that can be put on the people.
Everybody who pays it pays according to
his ability to do so.
If a man's income
is small, the tax is small for him to pay j
and if it is large, the tax is large in proportion.
In regard to mining, I am pleased
to see that the Government are going in for
general development of the mining industry.
The Governor's speech states that a mea-
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sure is to be introduced for the simplification of the administration, for the protection from accidents of miners and enginedrivers, for proper ventilation, and for
improving the health conditions of underground workers.
These are yery important matters.
There are'some people who
doubt my sincerity in coming out as a candidate for the Labour Party.
They say,
" How can you, having property to qualify
YOll to sit in the Council, and being an employer of labour, have any sympathy with
the Labour Party, because you are workjng
against your own interests?"
I do not
think that I am.
If the platform of the
Labour Party became law it "'ould bring
about general prosperity, in which I would
share.
There are some who doubt my
honesty in this matter, but I would like to
say that I am not going to live for ever, and
I think it is the duty of every man to do
what good he can while he is here. There
are many who sympathize with the objects I
have in view, but differ as to.the methods of
carrying them out.
I cannot see eye to
eve with them in all things, but so long as I
do what my conscience dictates to me as right
I think I am doing all I can be expected to
do, whether I am with the majority or the
minority.
I hope when my time comes to
shuffle off this mortal coil I maybe able to
look back and say that I have done, at any
rate, what I believed was in the interests
of the community, and have done something
to leave the world a little bit better than I
found it.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-The debate to-night on the Address-in-Reply has
been of a more than usually discursive nature.
We have had two or three very interesting speeches, one from that new member but old politician, Mr. Frank Stuart,
in which he expressed the conviction that
Victoria was the finest country in the world.
Then we had a sDeech from Mr. Melville,
telling us of the ;ins of the Labour Party
and the caucus, and another from Mr.
Balfour about the referendum. I do not
think it is necessary for us to go more into
detail on those questions to-night, although
I should have very much liked to have supported Mr. Melville's speech, because I
believe there is a great deal in what he
said. I do not wish to refer to labour
members in particular, or even to the Labour Party in particular, but to the broad
fact which 'Mr. Mellville stated, and proved
by reference to authorities, that it is a most
undesirable thing for Members of Parliament to' be tied or bound in any particular
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manner to a small outside committee,
self elected and uncontrolled.
I believe
that was the point l\-fr. Melville meant to
i~press on th~ Council.
It is not a questIOn of a particular party in the State sending men into Parliament to represent them.
That is a perfectly fair thing to do and is
compatible with free government udder our
democratic Constitution, but I do not remember any similar instance in the history
of British Parliaments where a small
committee bound down every candidate
they supported to one certain line of act~on.
And it is a fact that that is precIsely what has happened here in Victoria.
I do not care whether they call it a platform, a caucus, or anything else, but the
men who are thus pledged enter Parliament with all their convictions in one direction.
They are not amenable to reason j discussion and debate are thrown away
upon them, and so they are not free Members o~ Parliament, but simply delegates of
a partIcular body.
I think that that was
,,,,hat Mr. Melville wished to emphasize for
the benefit of the House and the people,
and I hope that his speech will have some
effect in creating a discussion on that one
point of whether it is desirable that men
should enter Parliament tied and bound
down to particular views, even though their
convictions may be alteredl in the course of
the de?ates.
As to the Governor's speech,
there IS one paragraph to which I wish
briefly to refer, to the effect that the Factories Act has proved a great success, and
therefore ought to be made permanent.
Now, my first remark on that paragraph is
that I do not like anv Par liament
or any body of men . to break a
contract.
And
we entered into a
distinct contract ,vith the people of Victoria
last session, for we stated that the factories
legislation of that session should be tried
for tW? years, and at the end of that period
reconsIdered. As a matter of fact, it has
anI y been tried six months, and yet we are
told-I do not know on what foundationthat it has proved a success. I do not say
it has not, but I am quite sure that no one
can prove that it has: and there has been
no such great change in the labour conditions of Victoria since that Act was passed
last session to prove that it is such a good
thing that we should at once make it permanent.
I think it would be most unwise
for us to make it permanent this session,
seeing that we really ao not know how it
has worked.
No Act like that can be
ju'dged by a six months' trial. It takes at
least a year or two to judge it fairfy.
H on. W. H. Embling.
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The Han. T. C. HARwooD.-Two vears
is too short.
•
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-At any
rate, to bring in a Rill making it permanent
would only do harm and create a discussion
on the question that would be most und~sirable.
Because when you are dealing
Wlt~ 3:ny laws affecting labour and industry It IS very much better to have a certain
condition of things fixed for a time than
t6 be continually varying them. Now, we
fixed the Factories Act for, two years, and
at .the. end of that period we propose to inqUIre mto the results. If the Act has then
pr~ved to be a success, we can re-enact it j
If It has not, the conditions can be altered'
but I maintain that six months is not ~
sufficient trial of the Factories Act, and
the Government would be most unwise to
make it permanent. I f the Government
bring in such a Bill, I hope this House will
not consent to the proposed change.' As to
the other principal points brought forward
by the Government, they are very much like
what we find in most Governors' speeches.
They are promising a great deal. I do not
know what. the result will be when the performance IS worked out; but I am quite
sure that .when ~ve are dealing with land,
and especIally WIth a proposal for its compulsory purchase, we are dealing with a
most delicate subject. If you ask the lando~vners . about it they ha,;e their point of
vle~; I~ you as~ the landless, they have
theIr pomt of VIew. The latter will tell
you that the land was given away at £r
an acre, or one shilling an acre rent and
that now it is to be bought back b~ the
State and redistributed on lease or fre~hold.
B~t they forget that the present owners
paId a great deal more than £ r an acre
and that the. conditions have entirel~
changed
durmg the last
fortv or
fifty ~ears. Therefore, in dealing with this
questIOn we must be very careful while we
conserve the interests of the 'people at
large, not to do injustice to individuals.
The duty of this House, as the new members will very soon learn, is not to be impatient for change, and to be very careful to
conserve the interests of those ,,;ho have to
pay the taxes. When we do that, we know
we ar~ .on th~ ~ight track, and I hope that
any BIll provldu:g for the compulsory purchase of land WIll conserve the interests of
the land-owners while it relieves the landless in the State. That is a most, difficult problem, and if the Government can
solve it they will do a very great work.
As to water conservation and irrigation,
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they have been before us for the last twenty Representing, as I do, the Public Service
yea'rs. I can only say that we began our of the State, I must confess to a certain
schemes with sanguine imaginations, led by amount of regret that no mention is made
a great orator, who saw Paradise in the in the Governor's speech of separate repredistance, but forgot all the land that lay sentation. :Mr. Melville said he regretted
between. That gentleman landed us in irri- that I should have seen fit to propose at the
gation schemes which proved a great burden present time an alteration in the Constituto this country j and I hope that if we tion j but, having pledged myself to do so,
undertake new schemes or try t'O carry out I was, as an honorable man, in duty bound
some of those started years ago, we shall be to carry out mv pledge. I must say that
more practical than we were in the past. the reception I have met with from honorWe want more practical men engaged in able members of this Chamber has been such
the work, and less talk, less rhetoric about as to cause me, in giving notice of that meathe great things that are to be brought sure 2 t9 feel a certain amount of regret. I
about in the future. "Te ought to do as recognise that the new members of this
each man would do if dealing with his Chamber have received nothing but kindIf a man had ness from their fellow members. We have
own farm or station.
I 0,000 acres, and
wanted to irrigate it, had a t::ertain amount of criticism from Mr.
he would not dream about doing great Melville j but, so far as social relations are
things in the future, but begin at the be- concerned. ;r have every reason to believe
ginning, and go step by step, taking care that the lllembers of this -House will, as they
that no money was wasted, and that the have already done, extend cordial sympathy
I
land was conserved and the water was con- to the new members of the Chamber.
served. In the past we made the mistake differ from certain remarks of Mr. Melville.
of dealing with things in a large and grand I am a pledged member of the Labour
manner.. Everything in business life ought Party, and I am not ashamed to say so.
to be done properly, step by step, and we Any man who thoroughly believes in a thing
should not rush things too fast. I hope that can have no objection to pledge himself to it,
we shall deal with all our schemes in future if his party considers it necessary that all
in the same way as business men deal with members of the party should· pledge themtheir own property. We all wish the pre- selves to that particular platform, and cersent Government to do well. I am very tainly, under such circumstances, I have no
glad to see the great Labour Party in their objection to sign it. As a representative of
proper place at Jast, sitting face to face the Public Service, I feel that certain matwith the Government. If the Labour Party ters that have come up lately in connexion
have the strength and power of the people with the Public Service have caused manv
behind them, let them" take the reins of of the public servadts to take up a different
government and rule the country. I am attitude in politics from that ·which they have
quite sure that if ever they get into power, taken in the past. The aspersions that have
moderation will be part of their ambition. been cast upon the public servants, not by the
They are in their true position now, not whole of the Ministry, but by a certain
holding the balance of power between the individual, have been anything but in actwo parties. I hope that the Government cord with the high position that gentleman
will take care, by their own moderation, that occupies. That being so, it was only nathe State shall" prosper. Everything de- tural for the public servants to look round
pends on them just now, and I wish the to find some one who "vould fairly and proGovernment success.
We miss a great perly place their views before Parliament,
many old friends in this H'Ouse, but I hope and, through Parliament, before the people.
I see some new friends.
From what I Consequently I fail to see any justification
ha ve observed of new members, I feel sure for the inference drawn by Mr. Melville
that everyone of thrm will do his best to keep that it is not possible for a pledged member
up the credit of this House-do his duty of the Labour Party to· be able to do his
to the country, and help to make the Legis- duty honestly and loyally to the King, and
lative Council of Victoria, in the future as keep the oath that he takes. E very one in
in the past, the strongest Council in Aus- connexion with the Labour Party, as far as I
tralia, ready to do its utmost for the best know, has been as loyal as many of those
interests of the people.
who profess loyalty, but have not been so
The Hon. W. J. EVANS.-I desire, sir, readv to carrv it out. I am sure that the
in the first place, to offer you my sincere public serva~ts would feel
seriously
congratulations on your unanimous election aggrieved if their repr'esentative was not preto the honorable position you occupy. pared to place their views and desires
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before Parliament and the country, and at
all times endeavour to ,pass legislation which
will be for the good of the whole State.
A charge has been made against the Public
'Service of being exploiters, but we all
,know that the various Ministers of the public Departments deem it necessary when
vacating office to leave complimentary
memoranda to the various heads of departments, who, in turn, have all been
ready to admit that they have r'eceived loval assistance from the members of"' their staff.
That being so,
I feel it my duty to' protest against
such remarks as were passed on the' Public
Service during the recent elections. They
may' have been made as an election dodge,
but I can only say that if it ever becomes
necessary to speak in such a manner of the
Public Service of this State, so much the
worse for Victoria. Many remarks have
been made about the Labour Party doing
this, that, or the other, but I think they
can honestly claim to be as good as any
other section of the community who have
signed the Reform League programme, or
that of the National ,Party, or of the
Farmers' League. I t is, therefore, not a
correct thing to make that statement of the
Labour Party alone, because there are other
parties in the community, concerning whom
the same thing may be said. For example,
even Mr. Balfour endeavoured to carry out
his views with regard to Scripture reading
in State schools as far as he possibly could,
and would have continued to do so if a
referendum had not been taken. I think it
was a yery good thing that a referendum
was taken, because, otherwise, candidates
for Parliament would, undoubtedly, have
been asked whether they were prepared to
agree to particular platforms. The refer'endum happily put a stop to that. I can
fairly claim that those who are connected
with various other leagues in the State are
just as much open to criticism or blame on
,that account as the members of the Labour
Party. I will now turn to the Governor's
speech.
With regard to the settling of
. people on the land, I quite agree that if
the Government have found a solution of
,that difficulty, they have discovered the
best means of promoting the prosperity of
,the State. No doubt it is hedged around
with perplexities, and I have great difficulty
in believing that the Government will be
successful in carrying out their proposals
with benefit to those whom they put on the
land.
Because of my own experience I
know that it is very little use putting people
Hon. W. ,. Evans.
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on the land unless they have a fair amount
of capital to carryon operations. I am
acquainted with some unfortunate men from
the Railway Department, who took up land,
and had something to start with, but now
that something is gone, and probably most
. of those men will leave the land and let it
revert to the State. As to water conservation and IrrIgation, we all recognise
that if it is carried out honestly, and care
is taken to prevent the Crown being got
at, as it has been in the past"the schemes must
prove beneficial to the community at large j
but I hope that all who receive the benefit of those particular schemes will be required to pay for them. It is not fair that
the general community should pay for anything more than the national sections of
those undertakings. The people who own
the land in close' proximity to the various
schemes ought to pay something over and
above what the general community have to
pay in connexion with those schemes. As
far as food production is concerned,
every thinking man must recognise that it
is necessary to secure as wide a market as
possible for our products. I differ from Mr.
l\Ielville's statements about the fruit and
such like. We, know that the exportation of
butter was formerly looked after in a similar way j but we also know, apart from what
we have heard about the butter industry,
that it has been a national benefit. Having taken an intense interest in fruit culture
for a considerable time past, I know that
there are very large areas of land fit for
little else than fruit-growing, and if the
steam-ship companies were compelled to
provide proper refrigerating chambers,
and see that the temperature was properly
maintained throughout the voyage, the exportation of fruit \,~ould become a very
large business, and probably of as ,much
value to the State as is the butter industrv
at the present time, I now come to a matter that I have given some little study to,
that is in connexion with the railway question. I see that credit is taken for having
made the railways pay working expenses
and interest, and, in addition, what was
never anticipated in the past, £II 5,000 on
belated repairs and recoups to the capital
fund. I doubt very much whether that is
not going a little beyond commercialism.
I was stIUck by a remark from Mr. Edgar,
'who said he hoped that those results had
not been brought about by sweating the
employes, or words to that effect.
Well,
I am in a position, having studied the question, to say, without the slightest hesitation,
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that never within the history of the railways, for the last thirty years, has such
gross inhumanity been practised as is being
done at the present time, when we find
engine-men are worked twenty-two to
twentx-four hours on the foot-plate.
According to a return furnishej to another
place, the Commissioner of Railways stated
that eight hours now constituted
a
day's work in the F ailway Department.
That is so, provide<;1 that you do not calculate the whole of the work that the men
perform.
I have been told that it would
be useless for me to bring up a question
of this sort in this Chamber. ,I have been
told that the members of the Council have
no consideration for labour.
I believe
that that is a libel on this Chamber, and I
know there are gentlemen i~ it who are good
employers of labour, and who would not
ask a man to come to work at 6 o'clock in
the morning to begin his labour, and then
calculate the payment for his day from a
quarter to 7.
That is plactically what
the Railways Commissioners are doing.
They say that this system, is in vogue in
America.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-And that is a
democratic country.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS.-It may be that
it is in vogue in America, but if the Chairman of our Railways Commissioners intends
to introduce American hours of labour and
rates of pay, he should be prepared honestly
to announce that he is going to introduce
the ten hours day, fair and square, and then
the railway employes and the people of this
country would know what was being done.
Once 'the people understand the true position of affairs in the railways, much as they
desire a surplus, they will scorn to be a
party to the practice that is now being carried out.
I am speaking of a matter I
know something about.
I put in a quarter
of a century in the Railway Department,
. and I think I can claim to know what I
am talking about.'
At any rate, I claim
to be well versed in ,this particular subject.
This scheme is nothing more nor less than a
cunningly devised endeavour to show to the
people of Victoria that the enginemen of
Victoria are enjoying the benefit of the eight
hours system, whereas their day amounts
to 9 hours 24 minutes, while, as a rule, it
reallv runs into ten hours and over. Consequently honOlable' members' will 'see that
there is no great benefit to be secured by a
system of management in the Railway Department which takes a quarter of a day
from a man and declines to pay him for it.
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If I were to go into one of the banks in the,
city and tender a sovereign for change, and
if the banker gave me I8s., I should object.
If the banker then turned round and said,
" You understand that a sovereign is worth
20S., but I understand that it 'is worth I8s.,
and you will only get I8s., and no more,"
we knmv perfectly well what would be said
of that banker. When this system becomes
thoroughl y known to the people of this
State they will have a somewhat similar
opinion of the Commissioner of Railways.
There might be something in the Commissioner's contention if we were paying a
higher rate of wage in Victoria to the locomotive enginemen than is paid in K ew
South "Vales, but we are paying a slightly
lower rate. Honorable members can understand that anyone who takes from one and
a half to two hours per day off
these men, and declines to pay them
fOf it, must show a very good result when he produces a balanoe-sheet
at the end of the year.
So far as
the financial condition of the railways is
concerned, I contend that the grand harvest we have had has a great deal to do
in bringing about the splendid results which
are spoken of.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT.-That is the
backbone of the whole 'thing.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS.-That is undoubtedly the backbone of the position.
Unfortunately for the country, but fortunatelv for the various Commissioners who'
have been engaged from time to time, those
gentleman have come here iust on the turn
of the harvest.
Mr. Speight came here
at such a period.
Here I may say that
a better railway expert never came to this
country.
He commanded the respect of
everyone who came in contact with him for
He made mishis railway knowledge.
takes, no doubt, but at anv rate he had a
run of prosperity to start with.
Mr. Mathieson had the same, and now we are just
commencing another era of the same sort.
At the same time we have never had any
one in authority in the railways who has
taken so much out of the employes and
made such a name for himself with practices that are positively a disgrace to those
that manage the railways than the present
management.
I am not here to abuse the
Commissioners in anv way. I believe that
the present Chairma~ is a smart man, and
I believe that he will prove himself pretty
smart to the other members of the community.· He has taken up the stand, and
I understand that he has been engaged for
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that purpose, that he has to make these
railways pay, regardless of any other condition.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-·He has to
work them on commercial lines.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS.-I fail to see
that they are being worked on commercial
lines. Surely it is not pretended that commercialism means taking ten hours out of
a man and paying him for eight hours.
That is not honest commercialism, anyway.
The commercialism of the present day may
perhaps .mean something like that, but I
think honest men in business would scorn
to work their men on simiiar lines.
An HONORABLE ME'MBER.-Are thev not
paid overtime?
The Han. W. J. EVANS.-They are
paid overtime for all over eight hours' running time.
But the present management
makes these men come to work in the morning and prepare their engines and put their
engines away at the end of their day for
nothing.
Yet that duty is one of the most
important of fhe locomotive enginel11an's
life.
Honorable members can understand
what a fine return the Chairman of the Commissioners can make on those principles. I
venture to say that a very large portion of
that £II5,000 is money that ought to have
gone into the pockets of the enginemen and
through their pockets to the tradespeople
of Victoria.
The Hon. W. CAIN.-What is paid here
to a first-class engineman?
The Hon. "V. J. EVANS.-Fourteen
shillings a day. It was 15s. prior to th,=
strike.
The Hon J. M. DAVIEs.--And some men
used to do two days' work and get 30S. for
the day.
.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS.-Yes; and a
disgrace to the country that compelled a
man to do two davs' work in a day, ·when
there were other men wanting positions. If
it became an absolute necessity, Stuch as it
did during the time of the visit of the Duke
of York, to work these very long hours, then
it was the bounden duty of the men to do it,
and to assist the Department to cope with the
exigencies of the time, but it is a very different thing when you find a man now being
kept on his locomotive for 22 hours.
I do
not mean cases of intermittent labour. but 22
hours on duty, and the present Commissioner
does not consider there is anything extraordinary' in a man working for fourteen
hours a day.
He looks upon that as a
thing a man ought to do.
Since the question has become a live one, I have had an in-
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terview with the Chief Commissioner, and he
has told me that these long hours are utterly
wrong, but they have only become utterly
wrong since the public conscience has become aroused', and it has become a public
qu~stion.
The necessity has now arisen
for him to do something, and he has now
devised a scheme which, I think, honorable
members will admit does not take a verv
great genius to put forward. In some case's
he puts a man at the tail end of the train
to ride to a certain district; and when the
man in front becomes tired, and has put in
a certain number of hours, the man behind
goes forward ,and takes on the driving while
the first driver comes back to ride at the
end.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT .-One drives and
the other pushes.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS.-Themanat the
tail end of the train is paid half-time while
travelling, and the man in front is paid full
time while working.
This is done to brin a
about a small train mileage. The Conimis~
sioner has done very good work in handling
the wheat traffic.
I give him every credit
for that.
He has caused those who delayed
trucks in the past to pay demurrage, or else
take the trucks out, and he shows that he
possesses the necessary backbone.
So long
a~ that b:1ckbone is displayed in the proper
manner, It must be beneficial to the countrv
at' large.
I do not cast the blame for all
this business on Mr. Tait. I recognise that
he came. to .this country a stranger with
great credentIals, and I hope, for the benefit of the country, that those credentials will prove tight and proper.
Perhaps when he becomes acquainted with
the fact that eight hours constitute a day's
work in Victoria, as against ten hours in
Americ.a, he will come to the conclusion
that a man who does eight hours work
has done a fair thing, and ought to be
paid for the day. Mr. Commissioner Fitzpatrick, when he was Acting Commissioner ..
informed a deputation that if there were
any men in. the community who ought to
enjoy the privilege of an eight-hours day
it was the locomotive engine-men. Now
he, being one of the three Commissioners,
must accept a fair am6unt of responsibilitv
for the introduction of a system whereby
men :lre called upon to do what is really
tel") hours a day for eight hours' pay. The
Commissioners have also introducecf the thin
end of the wedge jn connexion with the
signalmen to bring about a ten-hours day.
Men are receiving memos. to the effect that
as some of the boxes have been made ten-
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hours boxes, there is not the same necessity for the same number of signalmen.
Consequently some of them have to take up
an inferior position. This shows that the
Chief Commissioner reall v thinks that ten
hours constitute a fair day's work. He
also told us, when we waited on him recently, that the locomotive engine-men of
Australia were handsomely paid in comparison with the other workers in the railway service.
That may be so from his
point of view, but I think honorable members will agree with me that we are quite
satisfied with Australian methods, and that
we do not want anything like the bills that
the railway companies have to pay in
America for smashes and loss of life. At
the present time, although the Chief Commissioner is not the author of this, women
are being called on to take charge of gates
at the magnificent remuneration of I s. per
day. The permanent-way men were promised IS. a day after they had done twelve
months' service. Since this Government
came in-and I think I may put this responsibiiity on the Government of the day
-these men have not had the shilling that
was promised to them, although they are
called upon to keep families, to live in
isolated places, and also to pay what is to
them a heavy life assurance premium. Two
station-masters have recentlv committed
suicide. I suppos-e their worry ~vas so great;
and I presume that if the present state
of things keeps on long enough we shall
have other examples of that nature. I do
not ask the House to accept my word with
regard to the hours of engine-men. lp
1901, a conference of the heads of branches
of the different State railways was held in
Melbourne. I have a copy of the minutes
and in
them it
is
stated
here,
that the extra time which the Victorian
engine-men are called upon to work without
pay is paid for in every other State of the
The allowances also are
Commonwealth.
of a much more liberal nature. One rather
peculiar feature about the allowances here
is this: When a man goes away with a
loco·motive he is expected to take two meals;
as the boys put it, one inside and the
other out.
When he gets to his journey's
end, if he stays there for the night, he is
allowed tea money; but the most peculiar
part of it is that if the unfortunate man arrives there at 7 o'clock, his tea money is
stopped because he did not arrive at the
tea hour.
If he had arrived two hours
earlier, ,,,hen probably he would not be
quite so hungry, he would be allowed his
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The same peculiar thing obtea money.
tains next day.
If the man leaves at I I
o'clock on his return journey: he gets no
dinner allowance, but if he leaves at 12 or
12.30 he is allowed IS. or IS. 6d. for his
dinner, as the case may be.
These petty
things, small in themselves, together with
the question of the hours and the treatment
generall y of the service throughout V ictoria, have such an effect that I think it
becomes necessary for the Government to
look into the matter, and see whether such
a state of things is to continue.
From
what I know of members of the Government I am quite sure they would not stop
a man's tea money because he did not
reach his journey's end on the tick of 5
o'clock, and I am quite sure there are members of the Government who would not
ask a man to prepare an engine, and put it
away, without paying him for the time that
that work takes him.
At the same time,
the Government have had fair time to consider the question.
The matter was
brought up in another place just prior to
the proroguing of the last Parliament. l\1r.
Irvine then promised to consider the matter, and I presume that the Government
have been· considering it ever since.
I
hope that they will hurry them.selves now,
and. have a full inquiry into the question.
I can assure the Government that if it becomes necessary to move for a select committee to inquire into the matter, the various methods that have been introduced into the administration of the railways, and
that have brought about such a handsome
surplus, of which a large number of people
who know nothing about it are so proud,
will be found of such a nature that the
people will be quite satisfied that reform of
quite another character is required in regard to the administration of the railways
of the State.
To my mind it looks as if
the Chief Commissioner is taking up the
position that he is going to run these railwa-ys as if they belonged to Jay Gould, or
some other American magnate; but, say
what you will, there is no possibility of running these railways without taking ,into
consideration
the
national
development of the country.
While it is
necessary that proper economy should
be carried out in regard, not only to the
rail ways, but to the Government Departments in general, it is also necessary that
light lines should be run into various parts
of the State, to act as feeders to the main
lines. If 1\1r. Tait is going to take up the
position that these lines are not to be made
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because certain main lines. have already been made, I think he will find that
,the country party, at any rate, will be very
much against him. I want to be fair to
the Commissioner, and I have omitted to
mention that in the correspondence which
passed between the late Premier, Mr. Irvine, and the Commissioners, as published
in Hansard, he said that nine hours was a
day's work when he took the railways over.
I believe he mad'e that statement under a
'slight misapprehension. At that particular
t,ime the railways were not run on
a nine-hours basis.
The first time
that a nine-hours day was proposed
was at the time that the rail way s
were handed over to Mr. Speight and
his cQlleagues. By the way, I may mention
that the present Commissioners have increased the enginemen's mileage by twenty
miles a day, thereby taking one-fifth more
work out of them, and so practically reducjng their wages by one-fifth. The proposal
for a nine-hours day became a matter of
correspondence between the representatives
of the locomotive engine-drivers and the
Minister of the day, the late Mr. Duncan
Gillies. The men then received a promise
that the practice that had obtained for so
many years of eight hours a day and 100
miles mileage a day should be continued
wherever practicable.
The Han. J. M. DAVIEs.-Does it take
eight hours to run 100 miles?
The Han. W. J. EVANS.-It took very
nearl y sixteen hours the other day to go
from Geelong to Ballarat. If the honorable
gentleman can beat that he will do well.
The question of the hours became the subject of correspondence between the representatives of the men and the then Railways
Commissioner. A promise was made that
there ,ras no intention of extending the
hours to nine, or of increasing the mileage.
The men worked on that promis·e up to the
time of the memorable strike. Those instructions were never brought into operation,
and' the present Chief Commissioner was,
n';) doubt, under the impression that
befOl e he came here nine hours were
the hours of the engineers, whereas
it was not so.
The hours of the
men in question is a matter of interest to
honorable members, most of whom travel
on the suburban railways, because, if a
man is overworked, he cannot be as vigilant
as he should be.
In' the case of many
men at the present time, it takes them: thirteen or fourteen hours from the time they
start in the morning to get in a day's work
on the suburban lines, where a signal has to
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be taken every minute, and the work is very
trying. I have told honorable members of
the particular method introduced for the
,purpose of increasing the hours in the
In justice to the Commissioner,
country.
I will say I hope he will not make it necessary for further comment to be made on
this matter, but that he will do justice to
the men. I hope, also, that the Government will see that justice is done to the
men, and that the eight-hours system is not
put aside, as it is proposed to be, and
that the men will be paid for the work they
perform.
I ask for no more.
I thank
honorable members for the attention they
have given me during my remarks in connexion with railway matters, but I thought
that, as there was the opportunity of speaking on this question, I should avail mvself
of it. I thank honorable' members -' sincerel y for the cordial hearing they have
given me.
The Han. R. B. RE E S.-I took the opportunity a few minutes ago of interjecting,
perhaps against the rules of the House,
when the honorable member who has just
sat down was speaking. The interjection
was-" That is a democratic country."
The honorabl~ member was speaking of the
practice introduced into this State by our
Railways Commissioners of increasing the
hours of work of the engine-men and the
railway employes, and of decreasing their
wages. The Chairman of the Railwavs
Commissioners has just arrived here frdm
a democratic countrv-at least from a countryon the borders of a democratic country,
on the borders of the great United States of
America, which were founded' on democratic
It is a country which ,... :1.5
principles.
started by people who called themselves
Republicans, who were cutting away fror.l
the traditions of the old world, and start·
ing a new country, where they were going to'
regenerate humanity by new-fangled ideas.
And here, sir, we have the shocking example of a representative of ultra-democrats coming to this Chamber and running
down'the very institution, the very work,
which is the result of that wonderful democracy of America and of Canada; running
it d,own here, and saying that it does not
fit this new country of ours, which is to go
one better than the United States of
America. What is this democracv, this
Labour Party, that we have heard 'a good
deal about to-night, and which I am sorry
is not mentioned in the Governor's speech?
What are the ideals of this party, and what
will the ideals of this party lead us to?
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We have heard a good deal about the caucus. The result of this caucus business in
the United States is to create a Tammany
Hall. The result is-perhaps I should not
say it in this chamber, but I think I can
say it-to create in the United States the
most corrupt system of government, so far
as the municipal section of that govemment is concerned, that is to be found anywhere in the world. The caucus system in
New York has landed them thel,"e in a Tamman.y Government. The sale of franchises
in New Yor k is a disgrace, as it also is in
Buffalo and Chicago. It is a disgrace to
any nation or people, and vet that is what
the caucus that is being fOIsted upon us in
It
this country is going to land us in.
will land us in this Tammany business, a
corrupt state of selling franchises and privileges, whether Government or municipal,
which I am happy to say does not exist
here at present. If we allow this great
caucus business to grow, this government
by a clique, such as the Political Labour
Council is, all we want to complete our
corruption is to have a powerful man at the
head of that organization-a Boss Tweed
or a Croker-and we shall have Tammany
pure and' simple. We should be led by
that organization, and the whole of the go··
vernment system of the country would fall
into its hands, or the hands of its boss,
provided he was strong enough.
I think,
therefore, we should set our faces most
clearly against the system of caucus, against
this system of binding ourselves hand and
foot to irresponsible people outside, and we
should continue free, as at present, and
come into a free Legislative Council to do
our duty fearlessly and without favour to
any clique or section of the people.
I
had better come right away to the questions
before the Ch3.ir. I should like to deal
with two matters mentioned in the Governor's speech.
The principal question, I
think, here dealt with is the question of
water conservation.
The next is closer
settlement. Of course they are allied, and
run closely together. In .the area which I
have the honour of representing, one is depend(;nt to a great extent on the other.
One honorable member here, Dr. Embling,
that
we
had
gone
a
mentioned
great ~eal beyond our powers, and
beyond what was legitimate in the construction of water schemes in Victoria.
I see
by a return that some'thing like £5,000,000
has been borrowed to construct waterworks,
but a good many honorable members forget
that over £3,000,000 of that amount was
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bonowed in order to construct the Coliban
scheme.
Every honorable member will
admit that that scheme was absolutely essential when it was constructed, in order to
maintain the splendid city of Bendigo, and
the towns that are supplied from the system.
That money was spent at a very expensive
When
time in the history of this country.
the gold-fields were at their height water
was re:}uired in order to supply Bendigo
and to develop the mining industry in that
quarter.
They had to conserve water up
in the l\Ialmsbury Ranges, and to do that
they had to draw labour from the productive and profitable industry of mining. Before they could draw away labour to the
work they had to pay very high wages.
The Coliban scheme, as I saw by a return
prepared some few years ago when the ques·
tion was under discussion, was constructed at
that expens~ve period, and probably £2
,vere spent 111 that work for every £ I that
,"ould be spent if it W<;lS constructed to-day.
When saying that a large amount of money
has been spent on irrigation, we must look
at one scheme in particular, which is almost
illustrative of other schemes, and that is
the Coliban scheme.
That scheme was
constructed at that expensive period for the
specific purpose of supplying water quicklv'
for mining purposes.
It was a nation~l
work.
For many years afterwards it did
not pay its way, and a very large sum of
money, if I mistake not, was written off the
Coliban scheme.
Several HONORABLE MEMBERS.-No, no.
The Han. R. B. RE E S.-I will submit
to honorable members if I am wrong.
I
understood that when the discussion was·
011 as to the general writing down of indebtedness of irrigation and water supply
schemes, a yery large sum of money was
written off the Co!iban scheme.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT.-That was not
touched.
TIle Hon. R. B. REES.-That only
strengthens my argument, that if we give
a reasonable time for these schemes to develop they will pay of themselves, without
writing down, as has been the case with the
For many years it did
Coliban scheme.
not pay interest and working expenses.
I
understand that nothing has been written
down, and that the Coliban scheme now
pays.
W'ell, why should we be so timorous in regard to our other irrigation
schemes?
It is only fifteen yeals
s'ince a great orator, as Dr. Embling
stated, enthused this country with his oratory, and brought about large irrigation
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schemes III the north.
The Coliban during the very dry and the hottest months,
scheme, I venture to say, did not pay for January, February, and March, when he
thirty years after it was constructed.
It requires water, there is no water to be had.
The result is', that he loses his crop, and
has come to pay now.
The Hon. J. 1\1. PRATT.-It does not pay loses also the stock he had purchased and
full interest.
" reared, and 'which is dependent upon that
The Hon. R. B. REES.-I am only crop.' The result is a complete failure, so
taking what Mr. Gray said.
I submitted far as that man is concerned.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-What is the
to his statement.
Fifteen years is a very
short time for these schemes to develop, and loss by soakage in the channel?
I cannot see why the country and honorable
The Hon. ·R. B. REES.-If there is onlv
members should be so timorous of expend- water available, the loss would be compara"ing money on irrigation schemes, seeing that tively small. . I do not suppose the loss in
a great scheme like the Coli ban took over the Mallee channels would be more than 3
thirty years before it came \yithin a reason- to 5 per cent. I t depends on the length lif
able distance of paying interest and working the channel, and the countrv it travels
expenses.
If the great irrigation schemes through.
The loss on the plains would be
pay \vithin twenty years, we should not be greater. If the supply had been there, as we
told ·that they will not pay.
When enor- have at present in the Goulburn, and if we
mous works are carried out, such as weirs deal with the Murray properly, our irrigaon these various rivers, it takes a number tion schemes would not have been failures.
of years to have the reticulation channels At least, I do not think they have been fail·
constructed, and the country commanded ures.
They have been great in educaWe were infants in til?
by these channels fully supplied with tional results.
water.
matter when we tackled this great quesThe Hon. J. STERNBERG.-What is the tion, and during the last fifteen years of
experience the irrigation trusts have paid,
good of channels without water?
The Hon. R. B. REES.-I am coming if only in teaching our farmers and agriculto that.
It does not matter if a scheme turists the way to use the water, and how to
A~d so I do not
does not pay in twenty years. So long as it deal with it propedy.,
ultimately pays the country, I think it is think we need be timorous at all so far as
justified if it is carried out in a reasonable constructing the water scheme foreshadowed
I am glad
manner.
That brings me to the question in His Excellency's speech.
of what is the good of water channels if to see that the Government mention that
there is no water to fill them.
I am sorry they are going to construct important works
to sav that that has been the case in the of water conservation and irrigation. That
north to a great extent.
I am sorry to say really means the great work now in hand,
In
that a lot of our channels in the north were of constr'ucting the Waranga basin.
constructed-well conceived works, so far the Goulburn we have an enormous source
as the main channels and the general of water supply, at" any rate during the
scheme 'Was concerned-but, unfortunately, flood period, and, while filling the Waranga
the sources of water supply were not ade- basin, we can also draw from the inexquate to serve the country commanded' ~y haustibVe stores of the Goulburn River,
those channels.
I may mention the case where we shall replenish the easily exof the Kow Swamp irrigation works. That hausted supplies of water on the plains at
In carrying out that scheme we
great depression or lake is filled from. the present.
shall
make
effective the money spent on
overflow from the Murrav River.
The
The work that
water flo\ys into that for" three or four schemes in the north.
has
alreadv
been
done
has
been to a cermonths, but during the period when the
That is to say, it
farmers are wanting water from the Kow tain extent" abortive.
Swamp the river is at its lowest.
At the has not paid 'interest on the cost of convery time when the comparatively small struction and working expenses.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-A certain
storage at Kow Swamp runs out there is
no 'Water to fill the channel.
The difficultv amount of money has been written off.
has been this: A man lays down a In"·
The Hon. R. B. REES.-That is quite
cerne plot on the plains alongside a ,Yater right, so far as certain irrigation works are
channel, and he may be able to irrigate it concerned, because they were wrongly
during the months of August, September, planned' by the responsible officers of the
and October, and, perhaps, until Christmas. Water Supply Department. I think a nation
Then the sources of supply run out, and justly should bear the expense of the misJ
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takes of the officers whom they have placed ture. The success of our irrigation schemes
in charge of these works. I think it is a fair must lie in people holding small areas, and
proposition that where the Water Supply going in for intense culture on those areas.
Department, 01 the Public "Vorks Depart- The great drawback to Mildura is that they
ment, makes a huge mistake in the construc- have constructed some very long chantion of earthworks, or in carrying out re- nels through ground' which is not
and
which is
not used.
ticulation works, the district that was to occupied,
be served by those works should not be If the settlement is close, and all within the
penalized in the charges on account of the settlement use water, and pay up their
mistakes. I certainly say that, so far as rates for the water they use, then the irrithe irrigating schemes of the north were gation area must necessaril v be a success.
concerned, writing down was quite a just Our comparative failure is "'through people
arrangement,· and dealt justly with the holdci.ng too large areas in this irrigation
people who would, otherwise, have been country, and what we want up there is
penalized by the mistakes of the Depart- closer settlement on the areas commanded
ment. But we are now going to remedy by the irrigation channels. N ow I come
a good many of those mistakes by carrying to a question that I think should be dealt
. out a great work that should have been with.' At any rate, I think we ought to
carried out at the start. If Mr. Deakin's urge it on, although it is really a matter for.
proposition had been carried out on the lines the Federal Parliament. That is the queslaid down when his scheme was, first initiated, tion of immigration. I conceive that we
or if the ]ate Mr. McColl's scheme had have not the population here that we should
We have not the class of populabeen carried out-that was to construct a ha ve.
huge canal from the Goulburn right through tion to a great extent that we should have,
the ~Iallee country-there would have and could have, if we only pressed the quesbeen enough water to have made these irri- tion, and got from the Old World the
gating schemes successful almost from the people who are now going to the United
start, and we then should not have had any States of America and Canada to swell
question of repudiation, or writing down, the revenue and\ population of those counI say we should do all we can to
such as we have had to face as the result tries.
of the mistakes, which, it is alleged, were press this question on the Federation while
committed by the Water Supply Depart- we are spending a lot of money on irriga·
We should try to get population
ment. Therefore, that writing down was tion.
just. There may be one instance where from the Old World. It is a revelation to
that was not fair, and that is the case of any man who travels from Europe to Amethe Rodney Trust. I believe that in the rica to see the people who are going from
case of that trust, situated as it is right on Europe to the great \V·estern States. They
the banks of the Goulburn, and commanded are people who, if we could draw them
by efficient channels running from the Goul- into this country, would make the northburn River, with an inexhaustible supply of ern. areas of Victoria very prosperous, and
water at almost any time, it was unjust to increase our export trade in perishable and
I notice that the Premier
write down the indebtedness. They should other products.
be made to pay, and pay up like men, their the other day went to the University. He
went there to see what he could do to help
indebtedness to the State.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU.-\Vould you that institution out of certain financial difficulties it is in.
I am not going -to say
,
restore it again?
one word against the £13,000, or £14,000,
The Hon. R. B. REES.-Nothing is be- or £15,000 that we contribute to the Uniyond the power of Parliament, and, so far versity, but I should like to ask you, Mr.
as Iestoring a sum unjustly written President, what the University turns out.
down is concerned, I would support I call it a great machine for turning out a
it.
The question of closer settle- class of people-I am speaking now of the
ment is very much interwoven with majority-who are really unsuited to the
!,he question of water supply. Our difficulty requirements of this State as at present
111 the north is that we construct very long
constituted.
They are turning out prochannels through country which is not oc- fessional people, such as doctors, lawyers,
cupie.d. I think it is really not right that and members of other professions that are
cert:l1n men should occupy, say 320 already crammed and jambed with people
acres or 640 acres of land within the irri- who cannot make a living. I should like
gating area, where they are not using more to know how many Deople the University
than. 20, or 30, or 40 acres for intense cul- turns out who are skilled - -
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The Hon. J. M. PRATT.-In agriculture.
The Hon. R. B. REES.-That is right
-skilled in agriculture; educated to go on
the land, or to go. into factories where they
will produce, and prevent the importation
of goods into this country.
I say that the
number of people fit to enter the reproductive ranks of this country, turned out
by the Melbourne and Sydney Universities, and similar institutions, is infinitesimal in comparison with the number of
people turned out for professions which
are already crowded. I should like) if possible, to concentrate our effort, not to turning out only professi.onal men, but to turning out men skilled in agriculture, as Mr.
Pratt says j men skilled in technical work,
in making machinery and various other
things required for the development of this
countrv. 'I was very much struck with a
statement by Mr. G. H. Reid, when at
Kyneton the other day. He said\Ve have spent, all through Australia, enormous sums of public money for the necessary
prim:uy and secondary and literary education of
our youth, but the grandest education of all in
a Continent like this is the education of the Australian youth in those pursuits that lie at the heart
of sound national development.

That should be the key-note of the educational system of this country, and if we concentrated our efforts on technical education,
that is to say, agricultural education, and
education so far as reproductive works are
concerned, we should help the producing
interests and the manufacturing interests,
and assist in the development of this country. That, concurrently with the importation of a good class of immigrants from the
Old \Vorld, ,vould help to populate our
northern areas, would help to populate the
whole of Victoria, and increase the ,railway returns, and increase employment
for the very people we are producing a
plethora of in this State of Victoria at
present. There is one question in' connexion
with the immigration question that I have
taken a great deal of interest in, and it
is that of allowing certain institutions in
th:: Old World to send out desirable immigrants to this country. I see by the press
-the press are referring to it continually~hat there -are offers by a very great man
In the Old World, and a man whom I
thoroughly believe in-General Booth-to
send a lot of immigrants to this country.
Some years ago I had the privilege of
going through the Salvation Army's cit)f
colony in London, and also its farm colony,
and about four years ago I re-visited those
places. And what did I see there? I
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sa w not merely the flotsam. Certainl y I saw
a lot of the flotsam and jetsam of the slums
of London, Manchester, and Liverpool,
and of other great cities of England in the
city colony, and I saw some of them also
on the fami colony. But I can venture to
say that a large proportion of the people
whom I saw in the city colony of the Salvation Army, and also in Dr. Barnado's
homes, were the very class of people we
want out jn this State of Victorja for its
development to-day. They were agricultural labourers who, under the pressure of
the agricultural depression in England, had
been driven out of employment in the country, and had gradually drifted into the larger.
cities of Great Britain, ultimatelv finding
their way to the East End of London to try
and find work at the docks. That seems
to be the gravitating spot for all those
people who are driven off the land in England. Thev seem to gravitate to the docks
at Liverpool and Manchester, and also to
the great docks at London. General Booth
and his officers s.=em to get hold of those
people, and to restore them to a certain
extent. They place them in the city colony,
and gradually draft them on to the farm
colony j and I belieye that if you could get
that class of people out here, it would be
for the benefit of Victoria. :They are not
over-educated' people j they are not people
turned out by the Universities who do not
know how to work. Thev know how to
work~ and are prepared to" rough it in the
back country here. They would be quite
read y to settle in our back country, to form
homes, and to rear families, and, in my
opinion, they are the very people whom we
want out in this country for its development. I cannot understand why it is
that the Labour Party put up their backs
against the immigration of such people into
the State of Victoria, and are doing all
they can to prevent the introduction of a
desirable class of immigrants, whether
thev come under contract or do not come
under contract. For my part, I think it
is even better for men to come out here
under contract than as free men j that is to
say, under certain conditions, and the conditions could always be so regulated as to
be fair both to the individual and to the
State. With regard to men coming here as
free men, of course the difficulty in Australia, as it has been and still is the difficulty in America, is that, provided a man
can scrape together £50 or £60 to pay a
first-class passage, and comes out as a great
swell on one of the P. and O. or Orient
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boats he is welcomed into Victoria
His whole equipwith open arms.
ment, however, may be a good starched
collar, and,. perhaps, a good rig out,
and what happens to him afterwards?
He comes to Melbourne, and he gradually .settles down among the unemployed, swelling the ranks of those brazenthroated people who are calling out for
employment about the streets of Melbourne.
They are the yery people, or a lot of them
are, who are the loudest in declaiminrr
against Victoria, which is the best countr~
for the working man, and, indeed, 31 to'get her the best country I have struck, and
I have been all over the world.
I cannot .understand why it is that people such
as the six hatters: for instance, and skilled
persons of that kind, even although they
come out under contract, should be debarred by the labour OIganizations of this
State, and Australia generally.
I say that
we, as a Legislature, ought to do all we can
to try and stop that kind of thing being
perpetuated.
We should make ourselves
.felt in the Federation, and compel them to
allow desirable people, whether they are
brought out by inst'itutions or brought out
under contract, with proper safeguards, or
whether they come as free men-compel the
Federation, I say, to allow them to enter
this country in order to create prosperity
and help us along in the State of Victoria.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG.-I rise,
1\1r. President, to join with other memhers
in congratulating you on the unanimous. action
of this Chamber in electing you to the high
and honorable position which you fill.
I
feel that in your hands the destinies of this
House will be quite safe, and that you will
continue to act as ably and impartially in
the position of President in the future as
you have done in the past.
In regard to
the Governor's speech, I recognise that the
Government have brought forward many
good proposals, which, however, no doubt,
will require a good deal of thrashing out
in order to bring them as near as we can
to perfection. I entirely concur with the
Government in the desirability and necessity
that exists for making proper provision for
irrigation.
While saying that, however, I
recognise that in the past we have been far
too lavish in connexion with the expenditure
of State money, so far as irrigation is concerned.
Irrigation, as we all know, has a
great future before it, provided the money
is expended under reasonable and fair conditi.ons, but I venture to assert that in the
past a great deal of the money spent in
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connexion with irrigation, particularly in the
northern districts, has been so expended as
not to be in the slightest degree reproductive.
In connexion with the writing down
to whi.ch reference has been made to-night,
although large sums have been vHitten down,
I do not say that it was not necessary to
take that course, because I contend that it
meant absolute ruin to those men who ,vere
situated on the land if the Government
had decided to insist upon enforcing the
payment due in connexion with irrigation
trusts. Take for example the case of the
Tragowel Trust. That trust obtained about
£260,000 in advances,
and I do not
think that on any portion of that
money IS the Government· getting interest, or, at any rate, if so, it is
very little indeed.
But that trust was
constructed in the expectation of receiving
a fair and reasonable supply of water,
whereas the Government did not go far
enough in connexion with the matter.
Had they provided, in the first instance,
head works,
proper
water areas and
where the
water could
have been
whereby the
people
conserved, and
situated in the northern portion of the
State might have obtained water, I think
that under those condition~ the people would
have been prepared to and able to pay
interest on the large sums which were lent
by the State; but when dry seasons came
and those people recognised the difficulty
of remaining on their land under the conditions that then existed, it behoved the Government to recognise the position, and to
write dawn portions of the money advanced
to those trusts.
There was really no alternative, but I consider that if, in the first
instance, instead of large sums being advanced in connexion with areas that were
doubtful, the Government had' proceeded
under conditions that were favorable to
irrigation, such as in the trust referred to
by the honorable member (?v1r. Rees), the
Goulburn Valley or Rodney scheme, where
land was' really improved by irrigation,
and where there was an abundant flow of
water, there would be a different state of
things.
The Government in that case.
by encouraging them by writing down only
a reasonable sum-and there was onlv a
reasonable sum written down in conne~ion
with that trust-did what was only fair to
a body which has given an' example to the
State of what can be done in connexion
There is no doubt, howwith irrigation.
ever, that in the past money has been spent
too lavishly in ~onnexion with the question
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of irrigation, but, at the same time I recognise that in order to develop th~ count~y we s~ould have irrigation, but irrigatIOn earned on under such conditions as
would afford the Government some opportunity of getting something back in return
for their expenditure.
I also recognise
that closer settlement and irrigation must
go hand in hand, and that in order to settle
the people on the land it will be necessary to formulate an irrigation scheme.
That scheme should be propounded on lines
that will give the people a reasonable supply of .water, and, at the same time, it
should be borne in mind that our past experience has been of such a character as
to show that where a reasonable supply of
water cannot be obtained land should not
be taken up for closer settlement.
When
the measures on these subjects come before
the House, I shall be prepared to fully
state my views in regard to them, and to
support irrigation and closer settlement
under reasonable conditions for the benefit of the people, at the' same time taking
advantage of the teachings of our past experience.
The Governor's speech refers
to the development of. the mining industry,
and I am glad to see this reference, because
the subject is one which is well worthy
of early consideration.
I contend that
the Bill which was submitted to Parliament last session was in a marked degree
That Bill
a step in the right direction.
recognised the disabilities under which the
mining community labour, and it provideJ
for certain alterations whereby those men
working in the mines might have an opportunity of working under somewhat more favorable conditions. The lot of a miner at
present is by no means a happy one.
A
man following the occupation of mining
leaves home in the JI?orning uncertain whether h~ will return at night.
He goes
d.owr: mto the bo:vels. o~ the earth, risking
hIS hfe and workmg m Impure air.
I am
glad to see that the Government recognise
these fads, and are prepared to make proper provision for ventilation in mines, and
for improving the condi6ons under which
the underground workers labour, as well as
for giving "such incr-eased security of
tenure as will encourage the investment of
capital in mining." I hope that ,,,hen the
Bill comes before this House, it will contain all these provisions, and that in addition it will be on more equitable and fair
lines than any measure that has yet been
sU.bn:itted . to this Chamber dealing with
thIS Important question.
I contend, howHon. J. Sternberg.
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ever, that in addition to the matters set out
in the reference to this question in the
Governor's speech there are a number of
other matters that will have to be dealt
with, and at the proper time I shall endeavour to bring them forward with the view of
assisting this important industry, which
ought to receive every consideration at the
hands of the State.
I notice besides that
the Government are prepared to extend to
the mining community a good deal of consideration in the matter of developing further our mining resources in connexion with
boring for gold, and with certain enterprises
which I assume will be set out in the Bill
that is to be submitted to the House. We
have in the State of Victoria a number of
gold-fiel~s, which, at the present time, are
comparatIvely speaking neglected', but which,
b~ a reasonable expenditure of capital,
mIgh~ be opene~ up and profitable gold discovenes made In them, which must tend
to the benefit of the State, and, at the same
time, give employment to those who follow
Mining is
the occupation of mining.
reall y in its infancy in Victoria, and by its
proper development and proper consideration to the industry, I believe we can very
largely increase our output of gold. I notice also that the Government propose introducing a Bill dealing with the conservation of State forests.
In the past the
State forests have not been properly looked
after-they have not been turned to the
best advantage. Now that this proposal is to
be sub.mitt~d by the Government, the op~
portumty IS a good one, which should be
taken advantage of to the extent of allowing not· onl y the development of our
forests to be carried on on equitable and
proper. lines, but we can also open up a big
trade 111 England and France by the saJe
o.f blocks, becaus.e ,ve have in this country
tImber
that
IS
reallv
exceptionallv
goo~.
Our box and - redgum block~
are I? large demand, not only in England,
but 111 France,· and if the matter 'is prop~rly looked ofter we can open up a trade
WIth the older countries which will afford
a large amount of employment, . and add to
the prosperity of the State. In conclusion
I desire to say that I am glad to find that
the Government have a number of very good
proposals to submit to us, and when they
are brought before the consideration of this
House I shall be prepared to assist the
Government in any reasonable way in connexio? with the measures that they have
'
promIsed to lav before us.
The Hon. T. LUXTON.-In common
with other speak,ers, Mr. President, I desire

The Governor's Speech:

[5

JULY,

to cQngratulate you on your re-election,
which I am sure has given universal satisfaction. I do not desire to occupy the time
of the House for many minutes, but there
are two or three matters to which I wish to
refer. The first is closer settlement. This
is a subject I have advocated for years, and
I think rightly, judging from what we have
done so far. The Government, some three
or four years ago, purchased five estates,
and the results have proved that up to the
present what has been done in connexion with closer settlement has been a
success. If I am correct, the Government
boug~t those five estates, comprising a total
of 33,661 acres, at a cost of £339,226, or
The rents
a shade over £10 per acre.
have been paid regularly by those who repurchased from the Government, and every.
thing has been carried on most satisfactorily, giving the Government a profit on the
Previous to
money that they expended.
the Government purchase only eighty people
resided on those five estates, whereas at the
present ti!.lle there are 930 living on the
same land. It clearly must be an advantag~ to the State that there should be 930
people living where only eighty resided previously. Again, there was little or no cultivation on the five estates previous to the
Government purchasing the land, whereas
now there is a very considerable amount of
"that land under cultivation, and this must
bring in revenue tO'our raih~ays and assist'
our export trade. I feel confident that closer
settlement on proper lines-the very best
land must be purchased that can be got,
with a good rainfall, and close to a railway
-cannot be a failure. I am certain bf this,
having had experience on land myself; having been a practical farmer, I am not speaking on a subject of which I know nothing.
I feel confident that if the Government purchase wisely, closer settlement, in the near
future, will be a great means of success to
this State. The next subject on which I
desire to say a few words is irrigation.
Having irrigated very largely in the northern portion of Victoria for many years, I
~~ ve~y pleased to say that I always made
IrrIgatIOn a success. I worked under a disadvantage, because I had to purchase engines and centrifugal pumps, and enter on
a lal'ge expenditure, before I could put
the water on the land.
Land that
can be. irrigated by gravitation by any
man WIth a knowledge of farming
is certain to be made a success, but even
with the great expense which I had to
incur I on all occasions made good interest on the money which I invested in
Session 1904.-[4J
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irrigation. Let us reme~ber what has been
For exdone in other parts of the world.
ample, in India there are at present
20,000,000 acres of irrigated land under
cultivation.
The total cost of the irrigation scheme was £30,000,000, and yet
on that enormous expenditure the Indian
Government is at present receiving 6! per
cent. interest on its outlay. I maintain
that if that can be done in India, there is
no reason why it should not be done on the
northern plains of Victoria.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT.-~ut look at the
price of labour in India-foUIpence a day.
The :Hon. T. LUXTON.-No doubt
labour is extremely cheap there, but
nevertheless irrigation under a proper system can be made to pay here.
I always
paid high wages when I was running a
farm for eighteen years, and I could make
it pay. Then why shou!d not others do the
A great deal has been said
same thing?
about the money invested in irrigation
schemes in this State, and my honorable
friend, Mr. Rees, alluded to £5,000,000
having been spent.
He included the Coli"ban scheme in that amount, but I think he
is wrong.
I think £5,000,000 has been
spent in irrigation works, independent of
the Coliban scheme. Unfortunatelv a
great deal of that monev has bee"n lost; and
for what reason? The r'eason is that we have
never had a man in connexion with the
Water Supply Department up to the present
time who knew anything at all about the
matter. We have never had a practical
expert in connexion with the Water Supply
Department.
Had we had an expert in
the past, instead of a great portion of that
£5",000,000 being lost, we should have
had value for it. Many or the head-works
have been constructed in the wrong places,
as a few honorable members here know,
and a great deal of the work that has been
done has been done without knowledge.
There is no doubt that a change will take
place now, and what I _would suggest-and
I think it is a feasible and reasonable suggestion-is that the Government should
take over the wnole of the irrigation
schemes, lock, stock, and barrel, from the
trusts, and work them on the same lines as
our railways are worked, with three Commissioners entirely free from any political
Fortunately at last we have a
influence.
gentleman at the head of the Water Supply Department-I allude to Mr. Swinburne-who is a good practical man, a man
who has had very great experience in irrigation, and who is an engineer of the first
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water.
There is no doubt that he is a
man who will be of great service to the
State in connexion with this matter. The
Mallee has been alluded to by one or two
speakers.
I have known the Mallee for
the last thirty-three or thirty-four years,
so that I· can speak with some little experiThere is no doubt
ence on the subjects.
the Mallee is an extremely dry place-we
all admit that-but if the figures which
submitted
by
have
been
recently
Mr. Murray and Mr. Catani are correct,
they show that 3,500,000,000 cubic feet
of waste water can be drawn from
the :Murray every year and passed on
to the Mallee j and that is sufficient water
to irrigate 2,000,000 acres of land.
If
that work can be carried out for the e~t.i
mated outlay of £ 127,000, I think the
sooner the Government take that work in
hand the better it will be for the St:lte.
There is no doubt that if 2,000,000 acres in
the :Mallee, which is now almost useless and
valueless, can be irrigated in the near
future, those 2,000,000 acres will be worth
£8,000,000 or £10,000,000, because, as we
know, irrigated land is worth £ 4 or £ 5 an .
acre' at least, and there is not the least
doubt that, if an expenditure of £ 127,000
can water 2,000,000 acres in the Mallee,
it will be an immense benefit to the State.
That would be sufficient land to give a
livelihood to thousands of people~ I feel
confident that, in the very near future, ir~gation with closer settlement is going to
be of very great advantage to Victoria.
Many people may not view the position in
connexion with the northern portion of this
State in the same way as I do. I know
very well that one good season in three is
all that can be relied upon. There are two
bad seasons to one good season.
That
being the case, it is absolutely necessary for
us to be in the position, when the season is
dry, to irrigate the country.
I think, myself, .that what has assisted very materially
to bnng about the profit on our railways,
or their payment of interest this year, has
been the northern portion of Victoria. A
wery great deal or produce from that part
of the State has passed O'i"er the raihvays,
:and that has hf'1rf'<i v<:r:,r r:rl':':l.tly to bring
.about the ability of the railways this year
to pay interest on their cost. I do hope
that the Government will take this matter
seriously in hand, and in anything that
relates to irrigation and closer settlement,
they may be assured that, as far as I am
concerned, they will have my hearty support.
H on. T. Luxton.
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The Han. E. MILLER.-In addressing
myself to this new House for the first time,
r feel that r can take it as a great compliment in having been re-elected with my
worthy senior (Mr. Balfour) to represent a
very large number of our fellow-citizenssome 13,000.
Manv honorable members
have spoken of "new -members," but I look
u pan us all as being new members. This
House is quite a different Chamber from
what the old one was. We represent some
50,000 more people.
The franchise has
been greatly enlarged, and this Chamber
I look upon as 'equal to anv Chamber in
Australia as regards strengtl;. We represent here the main body of the ratepayers j
there are very f'ew ratepayers who have not
got a vote for this Honse. The only difference between us and another place is
that they have the electors who are on the
general roll, which we have not, but I sav
th.at, as vot~rs, they are not to be compared
WIth the mam body of the ratepayers. This
Chamber, I trust for the futur·e, will be a
strong Chamber. It must be a stroner Chamber, asserting itself on all occasio~s when
it is necessary. The late Chamber, of which
I had the honour to be a member was always in rather a weak state. r't always
felt that it did not represent a sufficient
number of people j but that state of affairs
is all gone, and I hope that, in future, this
House will be an active and a strong House.
One important question that has been
spoken of this evening is as to how a member should come into this House-whether
he should come in free and untrammelled,
or wh~ther he should' give pledges to his
party. Well, it is for honorable members
to say what their views are on that question. For my own part, I have alwavs
held that it is wise to come into this Cha~
ber quite free from any pledge. In the
course of my election campaign I was asked
by many different societies and institutions
-temperance and otherwise-whether I
would pledge myself to their different platforms. My reply was, "Certainly not. I
may agree with some of your ideas, but I
may disagree with others, and I prefer to
go into the Council in such a w ty that I
shall be in a position to give ar d t? ke. You
know t) tat in all legislation we freqUlmtly
have tc give and take. When a Bill is
brought in by the Government we may not
like certain things in it, but there are other
parts c f the Bill that we know will do
good, and we therefore give way." One of
th~ most important questions dealt with in
the Governor's speech is that of closer
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settlement. I think the whole House is
i.l favour of putting people on the land.
Not only is the Government attempting to
do that, but land-owners in all parts of the
State are now cutting up their land in order
to bring about closer settlement.
An HONORABLE :MEMBER.-At their own
price.
The Hon. E. MILLER.-I think that
iJ1 most cases the land is offered at a reasonable price, and on very long terms. The
terms are evidently approved of by the
people, because all these lands are quickly
taken up. The arrangement seems to suit'
both the farmer and the owner of the large
estate. We always speak of putting people
on the land, but it generally happens that
when an estate is cut up the small farmer
in the district buys up more land, and adds
to his small holding. Some people may
not approve of that system, but I entirely
approve of it. I think that every man
who goes on the land should npt only have
experience but a little money as well. He
is then able not only to give work to his
own family, but to employ other labour
as well, and if he is a saving man he soon
accumulates money and becomes a landowner himself. It is no use ,whatever putting
the unemployed on the land without suppI ying them with a certain amount,! of
capital. So far as I know, it is not proposed that the Government should supply
capital in that way for the settler to start
with. The only occasion upon which the
Government has ever attempted to put
people on the land without any capital was
in connexion with the village settlement
scheme, which was brought about years
ago by the late Sir John McIntyre.
By' that means a large number of unemployed, who were previously walking
about town, were placed upon small holdings with their families, and a small amount
was paid per week to each man to enable
him to keep going. This was an immense
advantage to many men with large families,
and some of them hav·e got on remarkably
well. In the countrv a man can live on
very little indeed-ori' one-tenth perhaps of
what· it would cost him to live in town.
The Han. R. B.. RITcHIE.-Yes j on
some one else's sheep.
The Hon. E. MILLER.-I have no
doubt that the honorable member himself
sends them the sheep to help them along.
Then, again, people in the country can always have plenty of firewood to keep themselves warm at night, and, that is a great
thing during a cold winter like the present.
[4].-2
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Above all, the settler can get employment,
as a rule, from neighbouring farmers. Some
of these village settlements have turned out
remarkably well. I admit that others have
not. I know one man who went on a village
settlement with his wife and family. He
was a trade$man, and was able to work
at his trade while he was getting his land
ready. At the present time he is a most
successful man, and can probably write his
This was entirely
cheque for .,£1,000.
owing to the village settlement scheme, and,'
I think, there are many others who have
been placed in a similar position by this
means. My honorable fr~end, Mr. Melville,
is always bringing forward the question of
the alarmingly low prices of produce. ,He
asks us how a man can live on the land
when his oats only bring from IS. to IS. 6d.
a bushel. I know that the honorable member is connected with the grain trade, and
he probably understands these things better
than I do) but we must remember that produce is not always at these low prices. I
admit that just now the prices are absurdlv low.
Mr. Melville mentioned the
case of a man who sent a consignment of
potatoes to Melbourne and lost money by
it, but the chances are that if he had held
his produce for a time he would have done
better. I do not think we should throw
cold water on the settlement of the people
on the land, merely because the price of
produce happens just now to be abnormally
low. Then, as to where we should settle
the people, Mr. Stuart has told us about
I
the great advantages of Croajingolong.
have always been led to suppose that this
,vas a gleat timber country, where it would
take the farmer a week to get rid of two or
three trees.
The Hon. F. STuART.-Have you ever
been there?
The Hon. E. MILLER.-I have not.
But if the honorable member were to intro-'
duce a few more saw-mills into that part of
the State, he might do some good. However,
I do not think that that part of the State
is a very advantageous place to put people
on. It is necessary to get better land than
that. We should get private land-owners
to sell theh land to the Government. As
to the question of compulsory purchase, I
suppqse that point was referred to by most
honorable, members at the recent election,
and that most of us are opposed to the
Government taking a man by the throat,
and saying to him, " You must sell us your
For
land, or we shall take it from you."
my own part I think it is a barbarous plan
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fer any compulsion to be used, except, perhaps, in very exceptional cases, where the
land has been utterly neglected-for
instance, where the people who own the
land live in other countries, and make no
proper use of it. I do not think, however,
that there are many cases of that sort.
We know very well that the Government
can easily obtain land· in all directions
if they are prepared to pay a fair price
for it. I hope the Government will appoint
fully qualified experts to inspect the land
that is offered for sale in order that it
may be obtained on reasonable terms for
closer settlement. There are many parts
of the country, such as Gippsland East,
where it 1S very difficult for farmers t'O get
their produce to the railway, or even to get
there themselves. A gr'eat deal has been
said about the fact that there are railways
and railways. In the course of my own
travels I have frequently come across light
tramways such as Mr. Stuart referred to.
r think that in many cases the construction
of light wooden tramways would be an easy
way of assisting the farmers, and would,
perhaps, serve them better and more cheaply
than the making of main roads. Weare
told that if you put people on the land
you must have irrigation. Now, the mere
mention of irrigation is enough to give J?e
a shiver. Irrigation has cost this country
an enormous amount of money. That has
been due, I think, in the first place, to the
fact that some of the people who introduced
our irrigation policy were not experts,
although, unfortunately, they were endowed
with a great gift of fluency. A man with
a fluent tongue is a doubtful advantage to
any country. Trusts were formed in all
parts of the country, and were, offe:red
money to spend in the hope of improving
their holdings by irrigation. Then after
all the channels were made, and after the
. drains were connected', it was found that
there was no water for them to carry. That
should not be allowed to occur again. I am
not altogether against irrigation. At one time
I was a member of a Water Trust, but when
the commissioners studied the question as to
whether irrigation was likely to benefit the
farmer or not, we came to the conclusion
that it could not possibly ·benefit him, but
would only result in putting a heavy mertgage on the land, which he would never
be able to payoff. We, therefore, stoppe?
the works, and aft·erwards got great credIt
for our action, although at the time the
farmers and others ,vere very sore
because they could not get the Government
Hon. E. Miller.

Add1'eS8 in Repl'!J.

mo~ey to spend in the district.
Our irrigatlOn policy for the future should, I
think, be a very cautious one, indeed. What
I 'Would like to see is water conservation.
At the present time we hear of floods all
over the country.
All that water runs
On the
away instead of being conserved.
gold- fields millions and millions of gallons of
water are being pumped up from the bowels
of the earth, and are allowed to run to
waste. Let us conserve the water by constructing reservoirs or lakes, such as the
y an Yean or the Coliban, and then we can
talk about supplying people with it.
Domestic requirements must be first at-·
tended to, and then the surplus water can
be used for irrigation.
We must remember that we are living here in an arid country .
We do not inhabit a country like
Canada, which does not require irrigation,
because during certain months in the year
For
it is covered with ice and snow.
three months, at least, the unfortunate
That is
stock have to be artificially fed.
not the case here.
We do not suffer from
too much ice and snow, but we suffer from
drought, and I fear we shall always suffer
from a lack of moisture.
At the same
time we have many advantages in other respects.
We live in a fine, healthy country, and, as one honorable member has already stated, those of us who have travelled
in other countries are generally glad to get
back to Australia, and regard it as the finest
country in the world.
My friend, Mr.
Sternberg, has told us a great deal about
the mines.
We all take .great interest in
mining, because we know that mining has
done great things for Victoria, and was the
means of bringing Oilr forefathers here.
Experts tell us that there is more gold in
the ground than has ever been taken out,
and whenever the country gets into trouble,
we can always depend on the gold to help
Not long ago,
us in getting out of it.
when Australia was in great straits, the
Western Australian gold-fields opened up,
and came to our assistance. At Bendigo
the yield of gold is increasing, and
throughout the State the mining industry
employs a great amount of labour. Therefore, I think the Government should encourage that industry in every' way it can,
and we should encourage also the investment of English capital to assist us in developing the mines.
But do we do that?
We do it to a certain extent.
I have had
a little experience in that direction. Unfortunatel y, as soon as we get the money
out here to develop our mines 'We immedi-
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atel y put a tax on it, and then at the first
opportunity the capital is withdrawn. If
a mining ,property is taken to London and
a company is formed there to develop it,
the Income Tax Commissioner in Victoria
looks upon it as a foreign cOll).pany, and
demands payment of the tax on that basis;
although the company may employ labour
and spend a large amount of money on
machinery, it is charged a heavy tax on its
. profits.
The profits of a mining company are very often put into the
mine again, and the shareholders, perhaps,
get
no
dirvidends
out
of
them;
yet the Income Tax Commissioner comes
along, and says-" You must pay IS. in the
£1." That is not the way to encourage the
British capitalist to invest his money in our
mines, and r trust that when the amending
Income Tax Bill is brought forward, the Government will take that aspect of the case
iuto account.
Many old mines are now
being worked again.
Mines that in the
olden days were only worked to a certain
depth are now being tested at much lower
levels, and this is entirely due to the asIt is
sistance of the English capitalist.
very satisfactory indeed to see such a handsome account of our railways as is giv'en in
the Governor's speech.
W e have this
evening heard the remarks of the special representative of the Public Service. I have
alwavs considered that the interests of the
Public Service would be better in the hands
of a special representative than in the
hands of the general body of members, and
I am sure that what we have heard from
'Mr. Evans to-night is a proof that my
former opinion was correct.
Instead of
bringing in a Rill to do away with separate representation, I would advise the honorable member to rest satisfied with the presient position ot things, because he has
shown bY' his remarks to-night that he is
The
well able to represent the service.
success of ,the railways is mostly due, in my
opinion, to the bountiful season with which
Providence has blessed us.
Let us hope
that good seasons will continue.
I did not
like to hear such strictures passed upon the
Railwavs Commissioners bv :Mr. Evans. I
think the Commissioners have a great deal
to put up with.
We have imported the
Chairman of the Commissioners from Canada, and he has had a most trying time to
undergo.
So far he has been a great success, and I think he will' do all he can to
improve our railway system. .J am equally
sure that he will be as just as he can to all
the railway servants.
At the same time,
he has to iry to make the railways pay. It
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is not many years since our railways were
looked upon as an incuous on the whole
State.
They were losing something like
£1,000 a daY-£350'000 a year. Since
then railways that should never have
been constructed have been shut up. Reforms have been brought about in all directions, and with the assistance of the present
large harvest, we are making our railways
pay.
The number of hours for which
some of the engine-drivers and others are
said to be obliged to work seems
very large. W·e are told that a man
has had to work twenty-two hours out
of twenty-four, but that seems to me an impossibility.
Another cause of grievance
seems to be that railway men have had to
be at the railway sheds at 7 o'clock, and
that the pay did not start until about 9.
There may be a good reason for that.
Perhaps the employes would like the pay to
begin the moment they leave their homes.
There is probably a great deal to be said on
all sides.
However, those officers have an
able
advocate in Mr.
Evans, and
I
am
sure
the
Government
will
take notice of all that he said, and inquire into the matter.
Economy has been
practised by the Government, and I hope
they will continue to practise it. The great
Kyabram Reform Party wanted to bring
about a special financial reform.
I think
that the Government, with Mr. Bent at its
head, is economizing as much as possible,
We have an enormous amount to pay for
Our
the various expenses of the State.
Education Department, I see, employs
5,000 people to educate our chi!dren. That
seems an enormous number.
But we want
economy in all Departments of the State.
We have in this country a heavy debt of
some £55,000,000, and we should certainly
put aside every year a cer'tain amount of
money to r:neet the debentures when they
This countrv has no sinkbecome due.
ing fund, or reseIve fund ~f any kind to
enable us to meet our indebtedness tb the
English creditor.
It was only the other
day that we had to provide for £5,000,000
of borrowed money, and we found some
difficul ty in doing so. We should certainly
on that occasion have had a reserve fund
with which to pay part of that £5,000,000
off, instead of trusting the British public
to provide the whole sum.
While on that
point, r would like to ~sk my honorable
friend Mr. Evans, and the labour members
in general, whether, if the Labour Party
are to rul e this country, the British bondholder is likelv to renew all his debentures
when they become due? That is a very
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serious question for us to consider.
My
own opinion is that each Ministry should
be made up of the representatives of all
Let the Minisections of the community.
sters be part liberal, part conservative, and
part labour, so as to give confidence to
our creditors abroad.
A coalition Government would be about the best thing we
could have for all parties concerned.
I
am exceedingly glad to see that the Premier
. proposes, out of his vast surplus of
£500,000, to repay part of the money that
has been borrowed from the Trust Funds.
My own opinion i~ that more of that money
should be devoted to that purpose, and that
the Trust Funds should never have been encroached upon.
I t is greatly to be regretted that we are· still losing our population,
and what is the reason of it? I think the
reason is the excessive legislation we have
had in this country, and the continual
changes in legislation.
There is no confidence in the country. Enterprising people
will not spend their money here, but prefer
to spend it in other countries.
I am afraid
that this over-legislation cannot be stopped,
but I think that is the real reason why
we are losing our population.
Unless we
have money to spend here, there cannot be
full employment for the people.
Until we
manage to restore confidence we shall always have the unemployed with us.
I do
not think there is anything more that I need
sa y, and I thank honorable members for the
kindly attention thev ha\'e given me in
this, my first address in the new Parliament.
The Hon. J. G. AIKMAN.-I feel sure
that after the eloquent speeches we have
heard to-night, honorable members will bE:
quite content to finish the debate, and allow
what we have already heard to digest at
our leisure. However, there are one or
two matters upon which I. desire to speak
in connexion with the bill of' fare presented by the Government. I do not think
that any of the subjects that are referred
to in the Governor's speech could possibly
have been left out of the Ministerial programme. I desire, however, to refer particularl y to the Factories Act. Vof e have
been told that the Factories Act should
not be interfered with for another three
years, but I consider that the portion of
that Act which relates to shops requires
very badly indeed to be amended~ I refer
particularly to the present position with regard to the weekly half-holiday. Suburban
shop-keepers close on one afternoon of the
week, and send their customers to the town
shops, while those in the town have to close
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on Saturday afterIiqons, and then their customers have to patronize the shops in the
suburbs. What is wanted is one universal
day of closing. We want a Government
with sufficient backbone to bring in a Bill
saying that Saturday should be the day for
the half-holiday.
All shopkeepers will
then be served alike, and there will not be
the constant source of irritation and trouble
that there is at the present time. However,
that is a question about which we shall
no doubt have another opportunity of
speaking. A brief reference is made in
the Governor's speech to an important industry in this State. I refer to the dredging industry. We require all the industries
we can possibly have in order to attraCt
population, and to employ those we have at
the present time. It is stated in the speech
that as regards dredging it is intended to
proceed with caution. Now, there is no
occasion whatever for the exercise of caution in connexion with dredging. Dredging is a new industry in Victoria, but it
ahead)' employs a large amount of labour
and of capital. If some help is given to
it at the present time it wi!l give employment to an enormous number of hands,
and will require the expenditure of a vast
amount of capital. I find from the published reports that in 1900 we had 33
dredging plants at work, and that they
won 21,636 ozs. of gold. In I90I, there
,vere 28 plants at work, and they won
28,717 ozs. Last year there were 51 plants,
and they won 38,157 ozs. and employed
I,500 men.
During the whole of that
period the dredging companies paid no less
than £261,830 in wages. The plants were
valued in 1903 at £167,000. The whole
of those plants were made in Victoria,
and formed one of our local industries.
What is ,vanted on the part of the
Government is not caution with respect
to dredging, but the officers of the Mines
Department
should
give
the public
the fullest information as to what grounds
are available for dredging purposes,
what grounds are not to be interfered with,
and ,,,hat grounds can be used without injury to adjoining land-owners.
A short
time ago a company was formed, and went
to an expense of £3,000; they applied for
a lease, which was gazetted; and yet, because a deputation came down to the Minister-a deputation that knew nothing about
dredging-the licence was refused, although
the company had gone to great expense in
preparing machinery. We know that, under
the mining laws, unless a man has his plant
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ready when he applies, the labour covenants
come on him, and the land will be forfeited
before he can get his company formed.
Therefore,; a man has to have his company
in readiness, and cannot do that without
taking measures beforehand.
An enormous amoupt of money is ready for investment in dredging. It is not a venture, but
a well-defined industry that only needs to
.,be looked into to see that it will employ ~n
enormous amount of labour. Those who
are interested in developing it ask for nothing from the Government in the way of
grants, but ask the Government to use
a little discretion, and not to take unnecessary notice of people with an axe to grind.
I feel sure that honorable members are with
me in saying that we need to encourage
new industries, and increase our population.
We require. to look at closer settlement in
such a manner that it will settle people already here, and people that we may expect
to attract. Unless we attract more population it will be useless to cut up large estates that many people would be only too
glad to sell to the Government. Unless we can
get popUlation of the right sort here to mix
amongst our own farmers, there is very
little use in buying large estates. I thank
honorable members for the· very kind hearing they have given me on this the first
occasion I have had the oleasure of ad•
dressing this House.
The Hon. J. Y. McDONALD movedThat the debate be now adjourned.

The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
ad journed until the following day.
CO~SOLIDATED

REVENUE BILL
(No. I).
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assemblv, and, on the motion of the
Hon. A. O. SACHSE, was read a first
time.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE moved the
second reading of the Bill, which he said
was to apply out of _ the consolidated
revenue the sum of £928,063 to the service of the year 1904-5. The money was
rC)·luired for the two months ending in
August next.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
The Hon. R. B. REES said he would
like to know whv the item" Miscellaneous"
amounting to about £16,000 appeared so
often in the Schedule?
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The Hon. A. O. SACHSE stated that
these items were those in the Estimates
which recurred in the various Departments.
The Hon. E. MILLER remarked that
there was a sum of £2,500 for boring for
gold and coal. He ,,,"ould like to know
where this boring was to take place?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that boring for gold and coal had been going on
for some time past, and that it was intended
to prosecute it with greater vigour in the
future. It might result in the discovery of
a new gold-field.
The Hon. \V. S. MANIFOLD drew attention to Item No. II, " Police, £48,500."
He wished to know if that sum included
an.y amount for the Superannuation Fund,
or if it was merel v for salaries?
The Hon. A. 6. ~ACHSE said he was
not sure about that item, but would make
inquiries if the honorable member desired.
The Hon. 'V. S. MANIFOLD remarked
that by the time the information was available the Bill would be passed.
The Hon. A. McLELLAN said he wished
to know what was meant by items 50
and 51, "Carriage of Grain," and" Carriage of Coal " ?
The Han. A. O. SACHSE stated that it
was merely a continuance of the policy pursued for some years past for the assistance
of the grain and coal industries.
The Hon. E. MILLER called attention
to Item No. 18, " Aborigines, £900." He
thought £900 was a very small sum to devote to the former owners of this countrv.
He considered that if the aborigines we~e
put on some land where they could be well
looked after, there would be no reason for
this sum at all.
The Hon. H. W. H. IRVINE said he
was not satisfied with the answer given to
the question as to boring for. gold and coal.
Had the money been expended already, and
if not, h'ow much of it remained unexpended?
The Han.. R. B. RITCHIE said he
would like to have some information about
Item NO.7, "Refreshment Rooms, £255."
W as this sum to be paid out over and above
all moneys received from members for their
meals? : I f so the Refreshment Rooms were
actually losing over £1,000 a year, and
something must be wrong. .
The Hm1. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
this House, through its Refreshment Room
Committee, was responsible for the expendiThat committee shared with the
ture.
committee of another place the responsibility of looking after the Refreshment
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Rooms, and controlled the expenditure. The
Government had always endeavoured to curtail the expenditure of this committee as
much as possible.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG stated t~at
he thought this was money merely owmg
in connexion with the Refreshment Rooms.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that the
honorable member was in error. This money
\ras for the services of the State for the
present month and next month.
The Hon. A. :McLELLAN wished to
know if the money for the carriage of coal,
namely, £1,5°0, was paid to the coal companies?
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-They are not
paid a farthing.
The Hon. A. McLELLAN said that the
railways were paid for carrying the coal.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU remarked
that the railways received !d. per ton
from the company for carrying the coal,
and the Government paid id., that was !d.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-A book entry.
The Han. W. L. BAILLIEU said that
he thought they might take that opportunity
in regard to this item of saying that they
would not allow it to be continued.
The Hon. A. O. SAcHsE.-Don't we trust
our committee?
The Han. W. L. BAILLIEU said that
the committee might be rather formal. He
understood it was not acting yet.
The Hon. H. W. H. IRVINE stated
that he wanted a little more definite
explanation in regard to boring for
He thought that the Minist~r
gold.
for
Public
Instruction
might
give
some particulars, in connexion with this
£2,5°0, as to where it was to be expended.
He (Mr. Irvine) knew of certain districts in
which the Government might not think it
worth spending money.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU.-Your own
district.
.
The Hon. H. W. H. IRVINE said it
might be in his own province, or in some
other province. The Council now had the
power of suggestion jn connexion with
~Ioney Bills, and he intended to exercise it.
He objected to this being glossed over and
passed hurriedly without a definite explanation in regard to it being given.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD stated that
the same thing applied to the superannuation fund in connexion with the police.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS remarked that
he desired to know if he was to understand
that grain was carried at a price that did
not pay the Department? Did the amount of
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represent a recoup to the Railway
Commissioners for the carriage of grain in
consequence of this service being performed
on other than commercial principles?
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
it was not a question of whether the rates
paid or not.. The Commissioners were appointed to manage the railways, and they
fixed certain freights, and the Government
had power, by Order in Council, to require¥
the Commissioners to pursue a certain line
of policy, which was done. But the penalty
was that the Government had to pay the loss
entailed by pursuing that line of policy. If
the Commissioners came to the conclusion
that a certain rate was the proper rate, and
the Government required them to follow the
policy of charging something less, then the
Government had to pay the difference between the two rates. It was the difference
between the two rates that it provided for.
Honorable members might
recollect that last year's wheat carriage
was much greater than was expected
On the estimated amount the Government
subsidy would have been £80,000. He
thought that was the amount. The Government said that it would not give more
than £40,000 last year, and the Commissioners increased the rates to the public
by £20,000, and stood the racket for
£20,000 themselves.
That was, .they
were bound to lose one-quarter, they
charged the public one-quarter, and the
Government one-half. It was not a question whether the lower rate paid or not.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU stated that
this question raised a very important point
in relation to railway matters, and of the
policy towards th~ big industries of agriculture and coal. Two sums were placed
on tpe Estimates as recoups to the Department. The Commiss'ioners said that
the Government fixed a rate at which it did
not pay to carry grain, and, therefore, they
wanted an additional amount from the
Treasury. What was to prevent the Commissioners going further, and requiring a
double recoup? After all, this was a
slur upon agriculture and the coal industry. It left it open to be said that the
agricultural industry and the coal industry were being subsidized.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-So they are.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU said that
he did not pretend to be an expert, but so
far as coal was concerned, the Department could haul the coal at ~d. per
ton) and make a profit. Was it not part of
the duty of the Government to check the
£7,000

Consolidated Revenue

[5 JuLY, 1904.J

Bill (iVo. 1).

65

amount that the Commissioners said it was was doing a good thing, because without
necessary to charge? If it was not, it the coal mines the Southern line would be
seemed that the Commissioners might un- conducted at a very great loss. The farthduly inflate their revenue, for it rested ing in the pound that the Government alwith the Commissioners to make their re- lowed the Railways was more than made up
venue as large as possible. Who was to by the profit on the carriage of other
be the judge as to whether these two items thing~ for the increased population along
He did not make that line.
It was a good investment, but
were undue or not?
those remarks with a view of obstructing still £8,500 of the surplus was a book
the Government, but the coal companies entry.
objected to this payment being made, and
The Han. W. J. EVANS stated that he
so also did the agricultural industry.
had no objection to the policy pursued in
He had heard very much
The Hon. J. i\1. DAVIES stated that this matter.
he was under the impression that the coal about the railways being managed on comcompanies did their level best to keep on mercial principles.
These t,,,o amounts
the subsidies, so as to avoid being charged gave the Government the opportunity of
rectifying other matters in connexion with
a higher rate.
The Hon. VV. L. BAILLIEU said he the railway management by the CommisHe recollected that when this
thought that the Attorney-General had sioners.
rather missed the point that he wished to matter was brought up in the Lower House,
make, .as to whether the railways had a the producers said that the charge for the
right to demand the ld.
The Govern- carriage of grain was in excess of what
ment haJ been carrying the coal for !d., be,· they could afford to pay. In his opinion,
cause the railways had been getting td. the bonus in connexion with grain and coal
from the Treasury. The coal companies was right, and he thought the country insaid that if it. was to be paid, the Govern- dorsed it.
The Bill, having been gone through, was
ment should pay it, because the coal could
reported without amendment. and the rebe carried at !d. at a profit.
The Han. J. M. DAVIES remarked that port was adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. A. O.
jf the Railway Commissioners carried all
their traffic at actual cost, there would not SACHSE, the Bill was then read a third
be a penny towards paying interest. The time and passed.
The House adjourned at twenty-nine
Commissioners must charge the cost, and
make a profit, to meet the interest on the minutes past ten o'clock.
loans.
The Hon. VI. CAIN said that he understood the tariff was submitted by the GoLEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
vernment.
An HONORABLE i\IEMBER.-The ComTuesday, July 5, 190 4.
missioners fix it.
The Hon. W. CAI~ said'that the Commissioners got the consent of the Government
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
to the tariff. The Commissioners said that four o'clock p.m.
they could not make the traffic pay at !d.
The companies said they could not pay ALLEGED DISSATISF ACTIO~ IN
THE POLICE FORCE.
anv more, and the Government came in to
as~ist the companies and the farmers.
Mr. ·McGREGOR asked the Chief SecreBut the tariff was fixed by the consent of tary if it was his intention to appoint a
the Government.
Commission to inquire into the alleged disThe Hon. 'V. H. EMBLING remarked satisfaction in the Police Force?
that if that was the case, the £7,000 for
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-It is not the
the carriage of grain and the £1,500 for intention of the Government to appoint a
the carriage of coal made up part of the Commission to inquire into the alleged dissurplus in the railways. That was simply satisfaction in the Police Force.
a book entry. and very much depreciated the
SPECIAL BOARDS UNDER THE
report they had heard of the great surplus.
FACTORIES ACTS.
·He was not interested in either grain or coal.
Mr. LKM.MON asked the Chief SecreThe coal questjon was one he considered
some years ago, and he came to the con- tarv if it was his intention to introduce the
-elusion that the Government, in assbting necessary resolutions to create Special
in the carriage of coal from Korumburra, Boards under the Factories Acts for the
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following trades :-Sugar Refiners, Soap,
Candle, and Starch Makers, Waterproof
Factory Employes, Cycle Builders, Agricultural Implement Makers, l\1illers, Bacon
Curers, and Carriage Builders? He wished
to state that on 22nd March, 1902, a large
number of trades sent in petitions to be
brought under the Wages Boards. These
petitions were signed by some thousands of
employes, backed up by a number of employers. They were presented to the then
Premier (Sir Alexander Peacock), but up
to the present time no action had been
taken in connexion with them.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Until the
honorable member placed this question on
the notice-paper I was not aware that any
papers referring to the boards in question
were in the Chief Secretary's office. I may
say that since the early part of 1902 nothing has been heard regarding the requests
for the appointment of these special boards
save and excepting the proposed board for
waterproof factory employes, and that for
soap and candle makers, about which there
was some correspondence in 1902.
~Ir. LEMMON.-They were awaiting the
action of the Goven1ment.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT. - No doubt
that was so. Owing, however, to the lapse
of time, it would perhaps be better now for
the employes and employers in these trades,
if they desire, as I presume they do, to have
these special boards appointed, or any of
them, to bring the matter again before me,
and I promise that any such requests will
receive due and proper consideration at my
hands.
Mr. LEMMON.-Then all the work will
practically have to be done over again by
those trades?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT. - I should
think not.
Mr. l\luRRAy.-Thev will have to make
, fresh applications, because the law has been
altered since the first' applications were
made.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Of course,
the House is aware that the Act of 1902,
which expired at about October, 1903, did
not permit of resolutions being submitted
to this House in connexion with any of
these trades. I have not looked up the
point, but I do not think it will be necessary to go over the 'Whole ground again.
I shall endeavour, if possible, to get over
that difficulty. The necessary petitions are
all in the office in connexion with the
trades that have been named by the' honorable member.
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IVIr. LEMMON.-Will that be taken as
evidence of necessity-will the information
already in the Department be regarded as
sufficient?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I cannot
answer that question. All these matters
re=l,uire to be gone into. Deputations in
connexion with some of these trades waited
upon Sir Alexander Peacock when he was
,Minister of Labour, and there are one or _
two minutes in the papers in connexion
with them. I have looked up those papers,
but I find that there is very little to be
gained from an inspection of the minutes
made by the Minister of the time as to
what was his intention in connexion with
the matter.
ELECTIONS AND
QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE.
The SPEAKER laid on the table his
warrant appointing Mr. Boyd, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Elmslie, Mr. Fairbairn, Mr.
Levien, Mr. Mackinnon, and Mr. Watt as
the Committee of Elections and Qualifications.
ADDRESS IN REPLY TO THE
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
SECOND NIGHT'S DEBATE.
The debate (adjourned from June 30),
on Mr. Gray's motion for the adoption of
an .rtddress in Reply to the Governor's
Speech, was resumed.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-In taking up
the important duties imposed upon me in
connexion with this debate, I may say that
I do so with some trepidation. Although
I may be considered a fairly old member
of the House, honorable members know
that in connexion with the first speech on
the Address-in-Reply, after the speeches
of the mover and seconder, some amount
of nervous feeling is sure to be experienced
even by those who are accustomed to the
forms of the House, and who feel certain
that they have not to encounter any ill
feeling on the part of their fellow members. I should also like to say that, considering the position which I occupy here,
I trust that the matters I bring forward
will receive the earnest consideration of
the House. It is not a matter of material
moment to me, it is not a matter of material moment to my party, that we should
hold the reins of power, but it is a matter
of material moment to us that the measures
·which are introduced should be such as to
conduce, in our opinion, to the welfare of
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the whole of the people, and we are pre- should say a cunning move, to succeed in
pared to take those measures from w.hate~er capturing these two honorable members, who
side of the House they may emanate, gIV- were the only members on the Ministerial
ing them fair consideration on their merits side of the House whose attitude towards
and voting and supporting any party, even the Government was at all doubtful-to
though it be the most conservative party capture them by giving them the priority
that was ever in power in this country, so in moving and seconding the Address-inlong as some advantage fo~ the people re- Reply.
Mr. LANGDoN.-Very clever.
sults from our legislation. We have passed
through a most serious period-or rather
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I do not know
we are now passing through it-and we that it was so very clever after all. The
are passing through it in such a way ~s. to Government have succeeded, at any rate, in
lead those who study figures and statIstIcs evolving two speeches that are of 'Very
to the belief that there are a great num- doubtful value to them.
One of those
ber of people in this State who have ?o honorable members has expressed himself
faith in the stability of industry in VIC- strongl y against what the Government contoria, and who are leaving the country. ceive to be a vital principle in connexion
rapidly, and more rapidly than ever as with a question which the people are
time goes by. Furthermore, we are bound watching very keenly, and that is the questo come to the conclusion that, wherever tion of closer settlement. That honorable
the fault may lie, or whatever the proper member declares himself totally opposed to
remedy may be, the remedy has not b~en the Government scheme of closer settleapplied in Victoria with a view of keepmg ment, or to any scheme of closer settlement
the population here, and that there has that would involve compulsory purchase.
been an ever-increasing disappearance of The other honorable member declares himpeople from our shores ever since the year self in favour of a scheme· which goes a
He is in favour of
18 9 0 or 1891. With respect to the two great deal further.
honorable members who have already settling the people on the lands that are
spoken on the Address-in-Reply-the now devoted to the grazing of sheep. He
honorable member for Swan Hill and the would not allow the squatters to run their
honorable member for Rodney-let me say sheep on land when there are people who
that the honorable member for Rodney has want to settle upon it in order to gain a
shown a certain amount of svmpathy with livelihood for themselves and their families.
the aspirations of those who are fighting Now, that is much further than the Governon what we consider are right lines for ment propose to go. The honorable memmaintaining and increasing the population ber for Swan Hill growled at the fact that
of the country, viz., by offering facilities no provision is being made by the Governfor settlement~ As to the honorable mem- ment to increase the municipal subsidy.
ber for Swan Hill, we find that a most ex- He had his doubts also as to the railway
traordinary condition of affairs is developed surplus. A great manv of us have cur
in his speech. A portion of that speech doubts on the same point. W e may be
shows that the honorable member is dis- entirely wrong, but we cannot quite realize
trustful of the methods of the Govern- at present where this surDlus is to come
ment with respect to the settlement of the from. We hope to get some more informaland. The honorable member for Rodney, tion on that point later on.
The same
as I have already said, showed in his honorable member objects to pressure being
speech a sympathv with the movement for placed on selectors for their rents. His rethe betterment and settlement of the people marks on that point are very much like
that could 'hardly have been expected from those of a man who considers himself the
an honorable member on the Government representative wholly and solei v of people
side of the House. After the remarks he who do not pay their rent. He does not
has made we fully expect to have tbe hon- want closer settlement.' He has a distinct
orable member's active svmpathy with us objection' to loading land for railway conin connexion with any measure we may struction in the future.
bring forward, for the amelioration of the
Mr. KEAST J--And yet a little while ago
condition of the people.
.
)iOU claimed him as a supDorter.
Mr. WATT.-That is very ~unny.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.~Oh, no, we do
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I have no not. We give you the honorable member
doubt that it is a very wise move on the for Swan Hill. - What we want to know is
part of the Government, or, perhaps, I whether the Government will claim him.
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He wants the municipal subsidy increased
bv at least £100,000. Now, it is a rerri'arkahle fact in con'nexion with that subject, that there are a great number of
shires in VictOlia which do not pay anything like a reasonable amount of taxatio:
in order to bring about the betterment 0 t
their own lands) and to make their own
roads properly j and I should not hesita~e
to inclu'de in that category the shire 'Jf
Castle Donnington, which the ~onorable
member for Swan Hill represents. Here
is a list of shires in Victoria.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-" Black and White."
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-A little too
much has been made by some people
of "Black and White."
Of the 60 cities,
towns and boroughs, I find that I 2 levied
rates of IS. in the £1, 5 of IS. 3d., 2 of
IS. 4d., 13 of IS. 6d., 13 from IS. 8d. to IS.
Iod., I I of 2S., 2 of 2S. 3d., I of 2S. 4d.,
and I of 2S. 6d.
Of the 148 shires, I
levied a rate of 6d. in the £1, and I have
no doubt that that is one of the shires that
wants a subsidy. One had a rate of 9d.,
I02 of IS., amongst which was the shire of
Castle Donnington, I of IS. Id., 16 of
I s. 3d., 5 of IS. 4d., 14 of IS. 6d., 3 of
IS. 7d. to IS. Iod., 4 of 2S., and I of
2S. 3d. These figures give an average of
IS. 7d., in the cities, towns, and boroughs,
who do not participate, and have not participated in the municipal subsidy, while an
a verage rate of I s. I ~d. is struck in shires
who want the assistance of the Government
in building their roads. Now~ what are
the conditions in the country districts which
should permit these people to travel and
carryon their business by means of the
roads at a 'lower I ate than has to be paid
by the people in the towns,' who are called
upon to pay extra taxation in order. that
the municipal subsidy ma,y be provIded?
Nor is that the qnly point. - It is necessary,
not only for the Government, but for the
people themselves to consider each of these
cases on its merits, and if certain shiles are
to be allowed to deliberately strike a low
rate, and then to come to the Government
for assistance in building, and maintaining
roads, then' you are simply offering a premium to people to undertax themselves, and
you compel the people in other districts to
pay increased taxation in order to help
those who decline to pay their fair share.
There never was, or ever will De, any justification for a municipal subsidy based on
the principle of giving so much to certain
shires according to valuation. If the money
is distributed in that way at all, it should

be distributed with an accurate know,ledge of the roads of the country, of
the manner in which these ro:1ds have
to be used, whether they are highways or
not, and whether a road running through
one shire has to bear the traffic that
comes from other shires.
It is only
riaht that when a shire has to provide for
th~ traffic of other districts passing through
its territory it should not be compelled to
pay the w"hole of the money required for
the construction and the maintenance of
that road, and that it should receive some
subsidy from the State.
'Mr. 'MuRRAY.-Do not forget the Crown
lands.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The position
with regard to Crown lands has been fairly
adjusted, according to the views of the Government, because an Act was recently
passed dealing with closed roads, and the
Government are now in a position to devote
the money derived from the leasing of those
roads towards the construction of roads
through Crown lands. Besides that, we are
giving large sums for road-making on Crown
lands, apart altogether from the municipal
subsidy. Even when the subsidy amounted
to £450,000 a year we were paying large
sums for the construction of roads in counIn my opinion some means
try districts.
should be devised, as for instance, by the
appointment of a road board, or some other
competent body to deal with the construction of roads, in order that the money voted
by Parliament may be spent on a fair basis,
and not be handed over to the shires on
such a classification as that which is adopI will make no
ted at the present time.
further reference to the honorable member
for Swan Hill, except to say that it would
be very unfortunate for any honorable
member coming into the House for the
first time, and who has 'doubts such as
that honorable member possesses, to blindly
support the Government without any consideration of its policy; and when an honorable member says that" the ghost will not
walk" on some future occasion if the Governmentdo not support an increase of the
municipa:I subsidy, I suppose he means to
say that he does not inten'd to vote for the
Government unless they adopt the course he
desires. At the same time, it seems to me
a fortunate thing to discover in the minds
of rural members a desire to doubt, and to
express their honest. opinions. If they take
up that attitude, I think it will augur better
for the countrv in the future than has been
the case in so~e instances in the past. The
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honorable member for Rodney alluded to
one instance where only 127 selectors remained in six parishes in his district,
where there were at one time 700. He says
,that this shows the necessitv of an alteration of tenure, but at the sa~e time he has
no wish to take a socialistic stand in depriving private owners of their land.
What
does he mean by that? First of all, who
ever proposed to deprive private owners of
their land? Who on this (the Opposition)
side of the House, or who amongst the
, Socialists proposed it? Who has ever deprived any person of land in this country,
except those who have expressed the most
extreme individualistic views, and who have
done it by means of mortgages and of
money-lending, as against the interests of
the countrv, and have had to be prevented
by socialistic legislation from expropriating the whole of the land of the people
of this country? Time after time we
have had to prevent these individuals from
seizing that which should belong to the bulk
of the people, and without giving adeg~ate
value for it. This House, individualistic
as it has been and still is, has been obliged
on many occasions to 'devote its days and its
nights, its weeks and its months, to legislation designed to prevent these individuals
from exercising their rights over the land in
the way in which they have claimed to exercise them. When it was proposed in the
past to prevent the private land owner and
the bank manager from extorting an excessive rate of interest from settlers on the
land, who was it who supported the Credit
Foncier Bill, the object of which was to
protect farmers and others from the rapacity of the interest monger by lending
money to them at less than half the rates
that were previously charged by the banks
and other money-lenders?
Who but the
corner on this side of the House with which
I was then associated? At that time the
Government of Sir George Turner, with the
assistance of the Opposition corner, had to
fight against the banking interest, and the
individualistic interest, in order to assist
those who were struggling to make a living
on the land, and to compel money-lenders
and others to reduce the rates of interest
that were demanded from those who were
endeavouring to open up the country, and
to make homes for their wives and families.
And while you have been declaring yourselves opposed to socialistic legislation,
yet we find that each statement made in
connexion with the Address-in-Reply is in
the direction, not of giving the individual
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more rights than he possesses, but rathel
aims at depriving him of those rights, and
placing more pO\yer in the hands of the
people than they ever had before. Thus
we have the proposal for closer settlement.
Is that not for the purpose of taking land
from the individual by paying him proper
compensation, and declaring that he shall ,
no longer bar the settlement of the land by
the people? Have we not had irrigation
works constructed by public mO!J.ey? Did
we trust that matter to the private individual? At the inception of this country
we determined to take over the construction
of public works, because we found it would
be more advantageous to the people.
In
London they have had to buyout nine companies to get a better water supply for the
citizens. When the construction of the big
waterworks in Egypt was proposed, the
first proposition from the Government was
that private enterprise should be allowed to
construct a dam at Assouan, but it was
found impossible to permit private individuals to carry it out in the interests of the
fertility of Egypt, and it was determined
that the Government should do the work,
and yet this is a Government that declares
The Government
itself individualistic.
propose to erect machinery to test the bores
of the mines. For what reason? Because
private enterprise has done it inadequately
and expensively, and has not gjven proper
facilities to thos·~ who want to take the gold
from the bowels of the earth, so that the
Government prefer that public enterprise
should wipe out private enterprise in regard
to a work that there should be no difficulty
in getting private enterprise to carry out.
Then you prevent the dredger from 'doing
as he likes, because he interferes with another section of the people. If there is a
good illustration of private greed, we may
take the dredger. One set of people think
that,. when they get the gold out of the
stream, their personal int~rests only should
be considered, regardless of the man down
below whose water supply is tainted,
and is rendered of no value for domestic use or for fertilizing the land.
Here the Government step in with'
socialistic legislation, and prevent these
dredgers from doing what they like. The
Government say to them, " You shall not do
what you like, but only what we will permit you to do j the interests of the whole of
the people will have to be considered."
Then we have the butter industry-a magnificent reputation, that is for the individual. Let me ask the Government how
they propose to remedy this eviL Do they
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propose to extend the rights of the
individual, do they propose to give
him more power and allow the pri.
vate company to advance still further?
Do the Government propose to allow these
gentlemen to seize a little bit more of the
bonus?
Do the Government propose to
place restrictions on them? Have the Go. vernment any other means of remedying the
difficulty? To benefit the farmers, members will have to advance a little more in
the direction 'of socialistic legislation, and
prevent the private individual from interfering with the butter-boxes.
Does the
State find it to its advantage to have its
butter-boxes with some other brand on them
and inferior butter placed in them? Did
one ever hear of a private individual getting
hold of a box of butter worth IS. a
pound, taking that butter out, and putting
in butter worth IS. 6d. a pound?
No private individual ever did that. The
result of the inquiry goes to prove that the
private individual has not been honest
enou.,gh. To protect the farmers, we will
have to move in the line of socialistic legislation, though the Government and some of
their supporters may not like it. Then we
had the l'l'lanures Bill. That measure was
introduced by a man who was anti-socialistic,
but nevertheless he introduced the measure
to protect the farmers against the adulteration of seeds and manures. When the Bill
was introduced, we find that a firm that
deals largely in manures came cap in hand
and asked for more legislation against the
sellers of manures, who were selling an article not true to name nor to substance, to
prevent these persons from selling that impure article to the detriment of the pure
article that this particular firm wa~ selling.
This firm put up a noti~e if! its establishment that it would dismiss any man
who was in sympathy with the railway strikers. That firm' came to the
Labour Party and asked me to support an
amendment of that Bill to make the law
more effective than it had been in the. past.
It is proposed that there shall be stamped
on the bags what the constituents of the
manure are and a further statement giving
the ingredients of an approved manure of
the same nature. One of the supporters of
the Government who spoke on the Address·
in-Reply stated that the farmer should be
able to get the police to prosecute the vendors of these manures, instead of having to
bear the expense of the prosecution himself.
The man who wishes to protect himself
against the baker has the means of doing so
without any cost to himself, and the farmer
Mr. Prendergast.
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who buys adulterated manure should have
the same means of protecting himself. For
my part-and I am satisfied that my
party will be· with me-I shall assist
the farmer, with the least possible
expense to him, in having the adulteration stopped.
Those members who
profess themselves to be individualistic
must remember that all the time they
are'doing this sort of thing they are helping
the socialistic party, helping us along the
line of collectivism, by asserting that the
individual shall not be allowed to do as he·
likes. Those who belong to the farmers'"
organization, or some other foolish organization which declares that it shall have no
socialistic legislation, will run to the Government with both hands, crying for help
in fifty different directions. The farmer
wants no socialistic legislation, and yet he
has got, by the assistance of the Government,
water conservation and irrigation, for which
he did not pay much of the principal, and
for which he paict very little of the interest.
Mr. LANGDON.-And he got very little.
nir. PRENDERGAST.-He got a long
way more than he paid for. According to
the latest returns, they are supposed to irrigate 1,500,000 acres, but there are only
15°,000 .acres irrigated, and we find that
there has been a loss to the State of something like a million of money.
:Mr. WATT.-That is not a good argument
for Socialism.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - It would be
very funny indeed, seeing that we find threefourths of this House in favour of individualism, if we were allowed to make any
socialistic measure effective.
I may illustrate what I mean by factory legislation,
which we are told is socialistic legislation,
and which has failed because the other side
are determined that it shall fail, and have
not allowed the safeguards to be applied to
make it a success.
Mr. \VATT.-It has not failed.
Mr. P RENDERGAST.-It has signally
failed in doing what our party desired that
it· should do, and It is now an open question
with the supporters of that legislation whether it would not be wise to abandon it,
",jth the object of placing on the House the
responsibility of keeping in line with the in
terests of the people. Then we have the
municipal subsidies, amounting to millions,
and overdue accounts not collected, amounting to £700,000.
How would the antisocialists get on with private individuals if
they owed that money to them? Then we
have the railway grain freights reduced, and
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we have the services of veterinary surgeons
for the farming community. Then we had the
Wi're Netting Act, and the farmers did not
pay for the wire netting, and then the scalp
bonuses, under 'which the State has to pay
for keeping foxes off other people's property. vVe had the bush fire advances, and
I mav ask how much was paid in private
subsc~iptions ? If it had not been for the
advanr.es made bv the State, those who suffered bv the bush fires would have been in
an awb~ard position. Then we had advances
·for seed wheat at cost, and wheJe would have
been the productivity of the State during
the past season if it had not been for
these advances? We also had 'the starving
stock rates. Would any private company
have granted such concessions as were then
made to the farmers? Then. the farmers
had free cool storage experts and cool storage provided for them at the expense of the
State. Do those who believe in Socialism
complain, or do those who do not believe
in it complain? Not much; they take all
they can get" and complain about something else.
Then we have butter and
cheese experts, who 11ave visited the farmers,
~howing them how to make these commodities, and experts showing the farmers the
best way to keep their cream, and preaching cleanliness everywhere, and the most
advanced and scientific method of carrying
en dairying. Socialism advances, and yet
the supporters of the Government say they
do not want any more. . We have our agricultural colleges, and I notice the honorable member for Korong opposite, with a
placid countenance, but with a smile on it.
"Mr. LANGDON.-I wourd like you to
visit the colleges and judge for yourself.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The honorable
member is in such a position now that he
will be bound to support his leader, in connexion with the agricultural colleges. I
believe that the colleges are doing a wise
work, though, perhaps, rather expensively.
Then we have the subsidy to agricultural
shows, and the people connected with these
shows are the people \vho find the money for
the purpose of political organization, and the
giving of banquets for the expression of
irresponsible opinions. Then, we have the
fruit chemists; we have gentlemen who are
analyzing everything in connexion with
fruit to cliscover the best method of sending it home, and we have spent thousands
of pounds in experimenting to discover the
proper temperature for the conveyance of
fruit.
"Thile failures have occurred :in
connexion with private individuals in their
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efforts to establish an export trade in fruit,
there has been very little failure in connexion with the Government efforts, We
have had tobacco experts sent all over the
State lecturing on the best method of growing tobacco, Then we have had our Credit
Foncier system, under which hundreds, and
even thousands, of farmers, have been en·
abled to save their holdings from the rapa.city of the mortgagee, and have been enabled to borrow money at a low rate of in·
terest, when formerly they had to pay, 8
per cent.
Mr. THoMsoN.-Ten per cent. in some
cases.
Mr. WATT (to Iv!r. Prendergast).-Have
you got sugar beet in that list?
~1r. PRENDERGAST.-We were made
responsible for that by a gentleman who
was the honorable member's leader, and
\\'ho says to-day that he does not believe in
Socialism, so that evidently his action in
ronnexion with the sugar beet industry was
designed for the purpose of collaring as
much as he could for the district he represented.
Mr. BRoMLEY.-The biggest robbery
ever perpetrated in this House.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - Let me point
out two paragraphs that appeared in the
Argus in January JastS:;ranbourne, Tuesday.-An enthusiastic meeting of the Farmers, Property-owners, and Pro.
ducers' Association was held on Monday. The
principal object of the Association was to oppose
Socialism and Socialistic candidates at Federal
and State elections.
Cranbourne" Tuesday.·-Mr. F. F. Lea, of the
Agricultural Department, met about 25 farmers
at the Shire Hall on Monday afternoon, and
lectured on matters relating to the farm, more
particularly on the benefit of artificial manures
for products.

Both these appeared in one issue of the
In the first paragraph it will be
seen that the farmers met, and made a declaration that they would have no Socialism,
but as soon as: they had made that declaration, they adjourn~d to attend another conference, with the object of getting a little
cheap tuition at the hands of the ~tate, so
that they might learn a little more regarding the management of the soil. The honorable member for Rodney said, in his speech
on the Address-in-Reply that he had no
wish to take a socialistic stand, and stated
in regard to the settlement in. his district:
that twenty years ago in six parishes immediately 'on the west side of Echuca, there
were 700 selectors, but' that two years ago,
on the 23rd March, I9.02, the number of
selectors in those parishes was only I27.
Argus.
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What was the cause of that? Was it not
due to the fact that the individual has been
increasing the amount of land held by him,
and that he was enabled to do so by our bad
land tenure? The honorable member goes
on to sayI do not wish to take a socialistic stand in depriving private owners of their land.

vVhat does he mean? Our party do not
propose to deprive them of their land; we
propose to pay full compensation for the
land taken, the compensation to be adjudged by a Court, which shall sit and hold
the balance fairly between the parties j and
we propose, when this land is resumed, that
something else shall be introduced, which
shall make it unnecessary in the future to
What
take land away from -anyone.
is the uosition "in Ireland to-da v ?
The
Briti!':>h •Government, in introduci~g a measure to give the people of Ireland security
of tenure, have declared that the State shall
purchase out the land-owners, and it is proposed to make the Government a part owner,
so that no person can sell the land without
the permission of the Government. If'some
proposal of that description were introduced
here it would give every man the best tenure
and the best opportunity of being able to
get what he could out of the land, whilst it
would prevent the monopolization of that
which belongs to the whole community. The
party to which I belong consider that such
a principle should be introduced here and
now-that the system should be introduced
into our land tenure, that when we purchase
land back, we should prevent the new
holders of it from selling it without consulting the State, and thus prevent t~e continual see-saw that has been seen III the
past. To-day, it is the la.rge ~states that
are purchased, to-morrow It .wl11. be the'
medium ones, and afterwards It wIll be the
smaller estates. We acknowledge in repurchasing the cream of our soil, that the very
fact of repurchasing was wrong, and t~e
Government will have to wake up to thIS
position. It is not from the actual divis~on
of parties in the House that we are gomg
to evolve anv remedv for this state of
things j it is by the fact that we must pay
attention to wise counsels that may come
from anyone in the House that may know
anvthing about it. The remedy proposed
up" to the present has resulted. in
a great number of people commg
over to support the Labour Party
that yesterday were opposed to them.
And e~erv day we advance alon~ the line of
legislation in this House you wIll see growMr. Prendergast.

ing in front of you this party known as the
Labour Party, who will in the future become
the Government part~r. It is only a question
of time. You must see that, judging by the
advance that has taken place in the last few
years. You find the Labour Party continually going on adding to its strength,
never getting a set-back, losing a man here
and a man there, but each election increasing its majority, gaining new seats, although,
as you are bound to acknowledge, every
force and power of wealth has been directed
against them. The wealthy' and powerful
press that circulates throughout this State
has been continuously ringing into the ears
of the people views and opinions opposed to
the policy of the Labour Party, and yet the
people are more and more ignoring the press
and joining in the policy that the Labour
Partv have so well laid down and advocated
in the past. H~:)\vever honorable members
may differ on this matter, it will be very
much better if they all recognise that there
is something in this movel11ent on the part
of the people. Notwithstanding your individual opinions on the subject, you cannot
deny the right of the people to the extension
of the franchise. The honorable member
for Essendon, who sits in the Ministerial
corner, has on the notice-paper a motion in
favour of elective Ministries. It may be a
mis~uided motion, but it has for its object
the securing of a better expression of the
will of the people. That is the honorable
member's intention. And you cannot deny
that in future you' must grant an extension
of the franchise. A number of you will, no
doubt, hedge and trim with the principal
conservative questions, knowing that the bulk
of the people are totally opposed to most of
your views, but you will hide one-half of
your opinions for the purpose of getting returned to Parliament, and then you will
vote for the whole of the views you have in
your minds, contrary to the interests of the
masses. But the people are taking up the
labour movement everywhere. In connexion
with factories legislation and closer settlement, it would be better for us to adopt
the lines of policy followed in New Zealand, where a great amount of success has
been achieved for the benefit of the people.
But even New Zealand, progressive as she
has been, can no more stand still than we
can stand still here. Mr. Seddon is having
his hand forced every day, and he has,
after years and ~rears of experience, wisely
devised means for the purpose of meeting the people and discussing their
grievances,
fully
enfranchising
them,
and aqvancing in the direction that has
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proved most successful, and that has kept
population in that country while we have
lost population in Victoria. Let me deal
with that question of population. I may
be told that I am doing my best to ruin
the financial aspect of this State; but what
can be done worse than has been done
here up to the present? You have had
every opportunity to increase the population
of this country . You have been over two
years in powe~. The Government prior to
yours was a certain period in office, with
every opportunity to improve the condition
of the country; and the same may be said
of the Government prior to that, and the
Government prior to that again. But they
have all wanted to go too slowly. You are
advancing slowly on what you deem to be
But, meanwhile, conthe line of safety.
sider how the Labour Party has grown.
They started with two members in this
Chamber, then increased to six, and now
they are up to eighteen.
Mr. MACKEY.-Nineteen.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Yes, ~JI am a Labour
member. I wish I had unfurled that flag
forty years ago.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - With those
nineteen members before you, and every
prospect of the number increasing, who is
going to say that we shall sta'nd still? It
is an impossibility. You will be forced on
in spite of yourselves. Look at the effect
of your policy on the population of the
country.
Mr. 'WATT.-The population started to
fall away just as your Labour men started
to come in.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The more democratic our community becomes the more
it will increase in population.
Mr. WATT.-That will be merely a coincidence.
"
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-From 1891 to
:31st March, 1901, we lost IIo,577 of our
population, that is, in the excess of emigration over and above immigration.
I
am not alluding to births and deaths at all.
For the remaining nine months of 1901
we lost 1,679' In 1902 we lost 13,716,
and in 1903 we lost 16,570. making a total
of 14.),542, and we lost .30,286 of that number in the years 1902 and 1903. Let us examine now how the first three months of
this year pan out. But, first, I will show
you that Victoria is the only State in the
Australian group that has had an absolute
decrease in population at any period of its
existence since 1851. That is including
every means of calculation-births and
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deaths, immigration and emigration. Last
year we lost 2,596, whereas in the same
period New South ,Wales gained 24,000,
Queens1and 4,600, South Australia 2,700,
Western Australia 13,600, and liL:]e
Tasmania
2,022,
a total
gain
of
44,489, while
Victoria
lost
2,596.
The number of departures by emigration
was 16:570, and 2,596 is the net decrease,
allowing for the increase of births over
deaths. F or the first three months of 19°4
the decrease by departures was 6,193, but
there was an increase of births over deaths
to the number of 3,669, leaving a net decrease of 2,524. The net increase of population by land for that period was 537. So
that for the first three months of this year
w\~ have made a total and absolute loss of
population of 1,987. I understand that
the following months are showing the same
progress, jf you can call it progress under a
Conservative Government, and if we are
going on at that rate, what is to become
of Victoria?
Mr. WATT.-Have you the figures since
the 1st June?
:Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I have the
figures up to the 1st June, or just about
that date. I am giving the figures of the
statIStiCIan. I hesitate to take others, be·
cause they may not be regarded as reliable,
and the official figures cannot be obtained
in a complete form at present. We started
this year with a popUlation of 1,208,854,
and we wound up the first three months of
the year with a population of 1,206,867.
Is there not something wrong conveyed by
those figures? Do they not expose something wrong about your methods of legislation? If vou want to create dissension
in your family, you have only to impose
,certain restrictions, and is it not a fact that
some of the conditions that have been imposed in connexion with the government
of this country have not been to the advantage of the people of the State, who have
preferred to leave Victoria rather than abide
here under those conditions? Let me deal
with the object that the immigration faddists have in view-a section who are
backed up by a newspaper which declares
that immigration is absolutelv necessary for
the success of this country. - But what are
you going to do 'with the -immigrants when
you get them here?
Are you going to
settle them on the land? Because if vou
are, it might, perhaps, be just as' well to
give your own people a chance of settling
on the land, so that thev will not need to
leave this country for some other country,
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where they can get a living. Let me remind of that is not far to seek; it is because a
the House that the people who leave. us certain number of people here desire that we
are not poor peopJe, but generally people should keep stationary, or even be reactionwho have a little money, and who go else- ary, instead of progressive, for they will
Why not give the people the opportunity of makwhere to find an investment for it.
don't you acknowledge that immigration is ing a living on the land. S'ome honorable
a fad, and is not based on a foundation members propose immigration as a means
that will enable the people who come here of making up the loss through population
t<;> make a living? If the immigrant comes having cleared out, but those people cleared
here with money he will spend it, and if out because they could not make a living
he is without money he will become a charge here, and therefore this immigration fad will
on the State, for he will have to be kept ha ve no weight with the sensible men of the
at the expense of the other people in the community. Let me come to the question of
country. That will prohably be the result, ~oans.
We haye apparently so strongly
because the immigrant has no more chance Imbued the London monev lender with the
of finding work or land for settlement than idea that it is a disadva'ntage to lend us
the people who have left the State. Look money in these days that immediately you
at the class of people who have gone to want to borrow money he charges you conW' estern Australia, Queensland, and New siderabl y more interest than has been
Zealand. They are the most vigorous peo- charged to the Liberal Governments that
ple in Australia. Emigration from Victoria haye existed in this State. He shows a
has gone on to such an extent that we have want of confidence in you, and creates a
a far larger proportio~ of persons of the money ring to protect the interests of his
age of 65 and upwards here than is to be class. Let me compare two loans.
In
found in any other State of the Australasian I899-1900 the Turner Government floated
group. The total number of old people is a loan of £4,600,000 at a cost of 8~ per
greater here than in New South Wales, cent.
where the population is larger.
l\fr. VVATT .-1 hey were not in office then.
An HONORABLE MEMBER. - That is beMI:. PRENDERGAST.·-No, the loan
cause of the healthier climate of Victoria.
was
not floated till afterwards. Two sums
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-If you give a
man the opportunity of· earning bread and of money were floated, amounting to
butter he will not complain about the £4,600,000 at 3 per cent., or ! per cent.
climate. Men have to earn their living in less than the loan subsequently floated, and
a cold climate like that of England, and in they managed to do that at a cost of 8~ per
Now, a loan was floated last
a hot climate like that of Queensland or cent.
year
to
redeem
a loan of £5,000,000, but'
South Australia. In fact, men will go to
any sort of a climate, hot, medium, or cold, it cost 10 per cent. to float that loan, bewhere there is a decent opportunity of earn- cause we only got £4,809,000, and yet owe
ing a livelihood. The number of people £5,309,000, inasmuch as we had to spend
of 65 years of age and upwards in Victoria something like £192,000 in flotation exis 66,452, whereas in New South Wales, penses over and a.bove the £309,000 extra
with 200,000 more of a population, it is we had to float, making nearly £500,000,
47,426, while in New Zealand the number or 10 per cent., although the interest was
There is no means of
is ,32,9T 5. The simple explanation is that so at 3~ per cent.
many of O1Jr young people have had to fly getting all the figures bearing on this quesfrom Victoria to other States, to make a living, tion, portions of the figures being withheld
leaving the old people behind, and of course from us. Some £235,000. of the original
as a number of husbands left their wives loan money was used for the construction of
here, there were no children born to them th\~ Yan Yean waterworks] and the Metroin the intervening period to help to keep politan Board of Works took over that liaup the balance of the popUlation, thus creat- bility. The board repaid that £235,000
ing a vacuum in our population which every . before the Redemption Loan was floated,
tho.ughtful man will deplore. What is the and conseCluently we got only £4,809,000,
cause of this decrease of population in Vic- al1'hough vve have to pay interest on
toria? Primarily it is because the people £5~309,000. Moreover, \ve formerly recannot get their hands on the means of ceived interest at 4! per cent. on that
natural production-they cannot get on to £235,000 from the Metropolitan Board,
the land. They have not a fair chance of but that has been entirely stopped, and we
success, beca1lse all the natural opportunities lose £10,000 a year jn that direction.
have been withheld from them. The reason There has been a jostling of the accounts, a
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turning of the one over the other, and the
matter is so mixed up that the public can
hardly grasp the position to-day. A great
mistake was made in leaving that loan
to be floated until the very last moment, because the money lenders could then squeeze
the Government for as much as thev liked.
th~ result being that it cost 10 per ·cent. to
float that loan as against 8y per cent. to
float the previous loan, although the latter
cost ~ per cent. less interest. The Government said that they had ~o go on the market when they did to float the last loan,
but whose fault was that? They knew
two years before that the money would be
wanted for the redemption of the lo'an
falling due, and should have taken steps
accordingly. That cost of 10 per cem.
imposed on us by the London people will
loom up largely before the flotation of
every loan in future. In 1907 we have to
pay back £4,000,000, and in 19 08
£2,000,000.
What are you proposing to
do about the matter? To allow the whole
thing to slide till the last moment, when you
must go cap in hand to the money lender,
who will impose any terms he pleases.
:Mr. SWINBURNE.-We will see how you
will get on.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-When we have
the opportunity, I think we will be able to
deal with it. If the whole of these bonds
are not converted into stock by January,
1906, the result will be that they will be
hanging on the money market, and prejudicing any future loan floated by this
State, because the money market will be restricted in consequence. You will have to
go on the London market in 1906 to get
the money to meet the loan of £4,000,000
due in 1907.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Who will?
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Well, I hope
. the honorable gentleman will be here for
many years to discuss these questions, at all
events. We have no unfriendly feelings towards any individuals j we do not want
office, and we are prepared to keep you in
power, if you will do what is right. That
is the position in front of you j and what
do you propose? A tardy scheme of closer
settlement, which was a main feature of a
previous programme of yours, and of the
Governor's speech of the year before. In
that speech, it was stated that. A measure will be laid before you for the compulsory purchase by the Government in certain
cases, and subject to the payment of proper compensation, of estates suitable for farming homesteads.

You said that when Mr. Irvine came fresh
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from the countrv. Those were the words
of the Governor'"s speech, and yet you did
not say one solitary word about it during
the whole of the session. N ow, I just take
leave to doubt the attitude the Government
is going to adopt on this question.
I shall be glad to see that measure before
the House. I hope that the Government are
preparing it, and will place it before us
immediately. If a man in the year 1902
says he will do a thing, and does not do it
then in the year 1904 you will probably re~
collect that transaction when he makes a promise again, and before I pay very much respect to the statement I have quoted, I should
certainly like to see the intentions of the Government embodied in a concrete form and
laid upon the table of the House, so th~t the
House may have an opportunity of considering them. We on this (the Opposition) side
are accused by members on the other side of
trying to interfere with private interests.
~ and others of my party have asserted
m connexion,. with the question of insurance,
that while New Zealand can make vast
profits out of this step forward into the
realm of private industry, we still hesitate
to do it, and it is that very hesitation on
t?e part of those who represen~ certain portIons of the country districts-which, mind
you, are fast slipping from their graspthat places us in the position of stating that
th~ time will corne when, without doing anythmg to harass unduly those who have
?1Ol;ey invested, without doing anything that
IS lIkely to cause the loss of the little money
that anybody may have saved, the Government will step forward themselves for the
purpose of using the profits of industry to
keep. the State going, instead of raising
taxatlOr:t for the purpose of obtaining money.
The shIre councIls and borough councils and
city councils of this countrv cannot be considered to be in any way radical. When the
late Sir James Patterson was making a
pr~gress through the country, and was being
assIsted by the shire councils everywhere,
one member of this House said that the
ho.nora!Jle gentleman~s route throughout
Vlptona was marked by piQke;d chicken
bones and empty champagne bottles from
the tables of shire councils and others of
that description. Those are gentlemen who
declare they are supporters of everything
that is conservative in the country. They
~ad a return prep,ared on the question ~f
msu~ance, an? I am now about to quote
from an offiCIal document relating to the
fire and guarantee policies of the municipalities of Victoria. From the year 1893 to
the year 1902, a period of ten years, those
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councils paid the sum of £ I 1,000 in premiums for the insurance of the whole of
their premises. They received in return
in the shape of losses paid by the companies, the sum of £1,851 2S. 6d. They
also entered into fidelity guarantee policies
for
their officers,
and
during the
same period they paid in premiums for
that purpose the sum of ,£10,020. They
received from the insurance companies in
return only the sum of £1,621 ISS. 6d.
The total payment by the councils to t.he
immrance companies in those ten yeal s
was, therefore, £21,,020, and the total
which they rec:eived from the companies in
return was £3,472 18s. The difference,
which has gone into the pockets of the insurance companies, was £17,547 2S. It
would be too bad, would it not, to interfere
with that source of profit to the insurance
companies? But the councils, that are Conservative, that hate to see the name of
Socialism placed before them, that would
not be branded as Socicdists in any circumstances, that proclaim themselves to be individualists,. and that want to kill the
Labour Party in every way, have actually
resolved upon a scheme of fire insurance
They have become Sofor themselves.
cialists upon the question of fire insurance,
and are now paying premiums into a joint
fund to make themselves their own insurers.
The scheme of insurance that
those councils are now undertaking will result in a saving to the ratepayers proportionately as great as the gains that have
been made out of the ratepayers by the insurance companies in the past. Such a,
scheme of State insurance, if applied to
the whole community, would result in a
corresponding saving for the whole community, with the advantage that direct
taxation would be somewhat reduced, and
the State would get its profits from this
kind of business as the State does in New
Zealand. I have quoted the above figures
from the official document of gentlemen
who are not Socialists or who object to be
called Socialists.
Mr. CARLISLE.-That is not Socialism.
It is a combine.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-It is a State
combin~, and before a man can be elected
anywhere to a position in which he can
take part in such a "combine," a majority
of the ratepayers have to vote for him.
We were told bv the honorable member for
Swan Hill in his speech on the Addressin-Reply that he would make certain
people, who had escaped having their land
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loaded up to the present, pay for the railway facilities that had been given them
by loading their land.
The honorable
member said that he did not believe in the
loading principle as applied to new railway
construction, but he said that where people
held land that had been continually appreciated in value by railway facilities,
he would charge those people so much per
acre by loading their land, because they
got the value that had been created by the
State without giving anything in return,
while he would allow those people who
were going out to newly-settled districts to
escape loading. To some extent those who
believe in the encouragement of new settlement$ must agree that the principle which
the honorable member there sets forth is not
a bad one-the principle that the State
must not tax the poorest settlers, or those
who are struggling the hardest, by compelling them to pay while the wealthiest
have escaped taxation. But there is a very
much easier and readier means of meeting
the wishes of the honorable member, and
that is by means of a land tax. That land
tax will come on the appreciated value of
the land held by those whom he wishes to
reach. It will come to some extent on the
increased value that has been created for
that land, and will, by a system of progressive taxation, place but a very small
burden indeed upon the struggling settlers
of the State. Suppose that we adopt the
principle that obtains.in New Zealand-the
principle that allows a certain amount of
exemption on land. The land tax and income tax and absentee tax in New Zealand
bring in £506,000 per at:tnum. New Zealand has a population of 832,000. We have
a popUlation of very nearly a million and a
qU'arter, and our .land and income and
absentee taxes do not now, even with the
increased rates of income tax, bring in more
than some £.430,000 or £440,000.
Mr. KEAsT.-What is the good of
putting people on the land if you are going
to tax them off it?
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Will you ever
have land for the people at all, unless you
take some means to put the other people
off it?
Mr. KEAST .-There is plenty of land
available.
r
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Is there'?
will show the honorable member later on
where the land is, and where the value of
it is, arid how settlement progresses. What
would a land tax bring in in Victoria to-day
on our £106,000,000 worth of land values?
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reduced that to about
or £70,000,000, and imposed a tax of I d. in the £ I
upon land values, we should then
be able to get a very much larger
sum than we get at the present time.
Even if it onlv amounted to between
.£600,000 and j)oo,ooo, it would enable
the Government to use that sum of money
to prevent the State from having to go into
the. money market in the future, and it
would enable us to live within our means,
and to have a surplus to put by, as we are
continually recommending members of the
community to do, and it would prevent us
from being obliged to pay upwards of 10
per cent., or any interest approaching that,
when we have subsequently to go on the
money market for the purpose o.f meeting
our creditors. Just to give honorable members an idea of our land values at the present date, here is a paragraph from the
Herald of 19th April, 19°4:£60,000,000

On Saturday last, as has been already recorded,
acres of Captain Chirnside's Manor Estate
was sold for £45,215, or an average of nearly
£ 1 7 per acre. F or land tax purposes, this land
was valued at £1 per acre. The land tax now
levied is 3d. per acre.
2,700

Sold for £17 per acre, and valued at £1
per acre! Just imagine, at £17 per acre,
and I d: in the £ I, the tax would be 17 d ..
Yet the land worth £ 17 per acre is valued
for land tax purposes at £ I per acre, and
the tax levied is 3d. per acre. The poor
farmer in the country districts, whose leg
honorable members on the Government side
are all so busily engaged in pulling at present, is being told that he must not agree
to land taxation, or he will be taken down.
As a matter of fact, about half of the income tax that is imposed on the community
to-day comes from the farmer, ann those
who are on the land, whereas if a land tax
were imposed to-day, the farmer would not
pay more than about one-fifth of the taxation that ,yould be levied by that means.
Mr. ROBERTSOW.-You are wrong there.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The honorable
member can show me where I am wrong
when he follows me. I am· judging by the
experience of other countries. In New
Zealand, one thjng is certain, and that is
that they are get6ng more money from their
taxation than we obtain from our income
tax, with the exception of that extraordinary
year that expired on .wth June, 1903-the
now notorious year, when we were governed
by financial gentlemen who brought disaster in their train, who upset this State, who
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frightened popUlation away, who offered no
remedy, and who retired to oblivion immediately after they had ruined the country.
~lr. WATT.-And who reformed Parliament.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-And where
are the reformers now? The income tax
of :K ew Zealand returns more upon a population of 832,000 than our income tax returns in this State upon a popUlation of
one million and a quarter. Our land is as
valuable as any land in Australia. We
have, in the Western District, as fine land
as there is in the world. We have a most
beneficial rainfall, and we have heavy dews
in that country, that almost amount to a
rainfall for half of the year. We have
country there with just a fence put across
it, and the growth of the natural grasses on
that land places more power and wealth in
the hand and pocket of the land-owner
than in any other part of the country,
where much more ,labour· has been ex-'
pended.
Mr. WATT.-There is not much natural
grass in the Western District.
:Mr. PRENDERGAST.-In the Western
District to-day 2 per cent. of the land is
under agriculture, and 93 per cent. is under
natural grasses.
Mr. WATT.-Nothing like it.
Mr. LEVIEN.-That is so.
j\1r. PRENDERGAST.-There is a difference between authorities. The honorable
member for the great grazing seat of Essendon differs from the honorable member for
Harwon. These figures are given to mE:
by our Statist. In the Mallee District 48
per cent. of the land is under natural
grasses, and 12 per cent. is under agriculture. That means that where there is the
least productivity, where there is the least
chance of a man being able to make a living. where a man has to put in the greatest
amount of labour, and put ul:> with tht
greatest amount of hardships, where a man
has to exercise the greatest amount of
patience, and display the greatest powers of
endurance, 12 per cent. of the land is under
agriculture, while in the Western District,
where one acre is worth more than several
acres even in the J;l1ost favoured portions of
the Mallee, only 2 per cent. of the land is
used for agriculture. And we allow these
Western District lands to be fenced
off in large areas, we decline to adopt
rapidly the principle of closer settlement,
we decline to consider the interests of the
people, and we hunt our settlers off to faraway districts, where they have first to clear
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away the scrub, where the land has not the
same productivity, and where we propose
to spend a large amount of money to fetch
water to it. We hunt our settlers away to
districts where they get the smallest possible results from their labour, and where
they have to truck their stock away in bad
seasons to get feed to keep them alive in
other parts of the State, and where for nine
or ten years out of every twelve there is a
drought parching up the land-districts
"where the soil is sometimes blown away,
some of it even as far as the streets of Melbourne, and fresh seed has to be planted for
new grass to grow.
\Ve hunt people
~)Ut to these places, and call it settlement, while we decline to put them
in the Western District that would
feed many people to a few acres,
whereas those other districts require many
acres to support a few people. Are there
not solid reasons why we should adopt
closer settlement, and rapidly reduce the
large holdings of some of those gentlemen
who are so anxious to build UD theil families in the Western District? I do not
mean to affect them to their disadvantage,
but to afford opportunities for settlement
that will make this country a more productive country, and give men the opportunity of sending more produce to market,
give them more money for .their produce,
and enable us to make further advances
towards the best form of civilization. What
has been done here with the butter industry? Numbers of people engaged in the
butter industry all over the State have produced an immense amount of butter, with
the result that they have' appreciated the
value of land for private owners.
The
'development of the butter industry has sent
into the pocket of the private owner millions and millions of pounds of money.
I know one instance where a piece of land
which was let for 6s. per acre per annum
a few years ago, was afterwards sublet 'at
I8s. 9d. per aCle per annum. Before the
butter industry was started-an industry
which was subsidized and worked' by the
State, although robbed by private individuals in the interim-it was not an uncommon thing for a man to get land in
the Western District at a rental of 2S. 6d.
per acre per annum, while 55. per acre per
aimum was considered a big price,
whereas to-day £1 per acre per annum
is reckoned a low price for the rental of a . great proportion of the land
in that 'district. Around the town of
Camper down, the land for miles is owned
Mr. Prendergast.
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by a gentleman who leases a portion of it
to dairy farmers. In Camperdown there
is a tower erected at his expense--a noble
effort from a gentleman who has, presumabl y, done his best to assist the town.
In mentioning these specific instances, I
do not wish to say anything personal
against these land-owners.
I am merely
illustrating the iniquities of a system which
has allowed these things to take place, and
I have no desire or intention to attack individuals at all. Mr. Manifold
presented a clock tower to the town of
Camperdown, and when you have scrambled
up 60 or 70 feet in that tower to look
~around the count-ty" what do 'You see?
As far as the eye can reach you see nothing
but Manifold's land. There is a piece of
landt three miles away that has been let as
a park-the only piece of Dark lands with~n a long distance of Camperdown. People
111 the town who own cows have to graze
them on the streets of the town, because
there is not a piece of land among all this
valuable grazing country up'0n which they
can graze theil cattle. A few men have been
allowed to become the owners of everything
within sight and reach. If you climbed that
tower, under a condition of things providing for closer settlement, you should see
as far as the eye could .reach in the early
morning smoke rising from hundreds of
houses in all directions-not houses close
together, buf homesteads a quarter or half
a mile apart. Now you can see nothing
at all except a little white line running occasionally across the landscape. That is a
fence dividing one paddock from another.
Much of this land is let for the purpose of
grazing to a few people, who send in th.eiT
butter to the factory, which is part of the
great butter industrv subsidized by the State
originall y for the purpose of benefiting the
people of the State. While one man is thus
allowed to monopolize all the land, so that
his cattle may become fat, and his pockets
bulge and his banking account grow, tens
of thousands of people are flying yearly
from our shores for want of a little land
on which to settle.
Mr. HUTCHINSON.-You will get what
you want in the Government Bill.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Is the honorabl~ member in the confidence of the Government? I shall be glad to hear that if
he· is.
The Premier, in language more
forcible than elegant, said, referring to
New Zealand, that we could buy and sell
the whole blooming place. If the honorable
gentleman would only buy population as
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New Zealand is buying it, he would do a monopoly above that which' should be
some good for the country. The policy of granted to the community. It was on acNew Zealand has sent the wheels of in- count of that kind of law that people to
The Government of New the number of 54,000 went to New Zealand
dustry round.
Zealand provided markets which were used to reap the advantages to be gained there.
for the benefit of the whole of the people, People fled from this State, which up to the
and pot for the benefit of the, private present has not adopted a scheme of closer
owner, because the Government there took settlement, except spasmodically. Even at
the land before they introduced legislation the present moment, some honorable memto encourage the butter industry. They got bers, as the honorable member ,,,ho moved
the land, and handed it over to the people. the Address-in-Reply, seem to fear lest
The people settled on the land, and then that policy should be adopted. We have
the butter and cheese, and bacon and ham not been without our experiments, however,
I have
and wool that went to England and which have been of some value.
America, and other markets of the world, figures showing how far our policy of closer
gave a return which came back to be divided settlement has progressed, and they prove
amongst thousands of people, instead what a small amount of endeavour in this
of the iprofits being shared among direction has been made. I have not time
a few, as happens 7to -day in Vic- to give all the figures, but they are all
toria. The policy of New Zealand is worth equally pregnant with good results. So far
considering at this particular juncture. as land settlement has extended, it has been
For seven years prior to 1891 in New Zea- a success, and I should like to know why it
land there was a total loss of population by has not been carried out by the Government.
emigration of 19,938. These were seven In the Wando Vale Estate there were 10,446
years of Torv Government, by Hall, Atkin- acres. There are now 28 holdings on that, ,
son, Vogel, and combinations of that descrip- the whole area having been taken up.
tion, '\vho for several years had ruled and These 28 holdings can be reasonably multiruined New Zealand, and had driven popu- 'plied by five, in order to ascertain the
lation away. New Zealand had the same family population on those holdings. There
seasons as she has now, and had the same are also 100 hands employed on those 28
chance of productivity as at present, if her holdings. On the Eurack Estate of 5,108
resources had been properly made use of. acres, an area of 4,924 acres has been
At that time it had the large land-holders taken up. Consequently, some of the land
as Victoria has to-da v. What has occurred has not gone off. But there are 42 holdings
since? Let us examine. In New Zealand, taken up, and there a're 90 hands employed
On the Walmer Estate, of
in about the year 1891, John Ballance came upon them.
into power. In 1892 the population of New 13,7 6 9 acres, an area of 7,347 acres has
There are 20 holdings
Zealand commenced to increase; every year been taken up.
since then it has gone on increasing. The upon it, and 55 hands are employed upon
excess of arrivals ov~r departures in New them. On the Whitfield Estate, of 4,246
Zealand during the ten years-for the acres, all of which has been taken up, there
figures are only made up to 1903-was are 30 holdings, and 90 hands employed.
54,944. That does not include the excess That gives a total on the four estates of
of births over deaths.
The Argus stated 120 holdings, and that number· multiplied
on this matter:by five gives a population of 600. BeFo~ the most part people went to other States sides that, there are 335 hands employed
where industry was less hampered than it was there. The settlers have 700 horses, 3,000
here,
cattle, 5,500 sheep, 750 pigs, and 17 cream
Then that newspaper held Victoria up as separators. The total products up to the
a shocking example of factorv legislation, present from these estates by the people,
and of legislation in the direction of getting who have been placed there by a fatherly or
voting power and other things. Where did Socialist Government, or rather a socialistic
that come in? About 25,000 of our people form of government, comprise 15 0 ,000
went to New Zealand, where there is a bushels of grain, and 3,000 tons of hav.
greater hampering of industry, according to All this has been obtained through the
the Argus view, than there is in Victoria. settlement of four estates. Besides that,
They went over there because it was the we have helped these people by the Credit
hampering they wanted. It was in the line Foncier. They have paid their money for
they desired. I t was the expropriation of the land, and only an infinitesimal amount
the man who had appropriated the rights is now owing, and the same condition exists
of others, and preventing men having right through the Credit Foncier system.
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An infinitesimal amount is owing to the
State, and the system should be extended.
The figures I have given show the effect
of land settlement, and figures . such as
these should be well considered before any
honorable member declines to enter into
closer settlement, in which such magnificent results have been attained. It will be
seen that some 33,000 acres have been
settled, with a population of nearly 1,000
people. \Vhat kind of settlement would
there have been on that land if the owners,
from whom the Government purchased it,
had had it still? The land was used for
nothing but sheep and cattle, and very small
numbers at that. The land at once becomes
more valuable under intense cultivation,
and it carries more sheep and cattle.
Mr. ROBERTSON.-How manv acres are
"'
there under agriculture?
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I did not take
that out. I took out the leading results, and
it shows the products as being 150,000
bushels ot grain, and 3,000 tons of hay.
Mr. ROBERTsoN.-That would not represent much under agriculture.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The figures are
available for everybody. Why has this system not been followed out? It was started
by the Peacock Government, who were supported by a party who recognised what an
immense value it would be to the country.
It will prove of greater value still, because
land on which closer settlement is carried
out will support a much larger population
and as much stock as before, and even more,
and give larger returns in hay, oats, and
wheat. An experiment which shows such
results as that should be carried out by every
Government~ who could employ themselves
in this way during the recess. They would
then have done something in the interests
of the people, instead of sitting out the recess sullenly, and carrying out nothing but
retrenchment,' plucking out the vitals of
the State, and killing the confidence
'Of the community, and rendering it
a prey to remorse and fear, because it
could not keep its population.
I have
two or three other matters to refer to. One
is primarily a question of wages. We have
imported a gentleman to carryon our railwav business, and of whom I will say but
little. I never desire to criticise a man \vhose
actions I do not completely understand.
Every man may be unjust, and be slipshod
in gaining information, and by having incomplete information may make unjust
-deductions. :My desire is to be as iust as
possible. I know little of his ambition in
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connexion with the railways, and have EttIe
conception as to how he wishes to carry' out
his duties. He is on trial, and so far he has
had successful results. But these have been
obtained, to some extent, as pointed out by
the honorable member for E; wan Hill, bv
sweating. it out of the employes. Is ther~
any man in the House to-day ,,,,ho wants to
make a little success for the State, or a
little success for himself, by sweating those
he employs, or by increasing the hours of
labour beYond those fixed by this House as
necessary' for men to work'? We' did not
stipulate the class of labour when we passed
the resolution in re.feren<f to eight hours, and
yet notifications have been sent out that ten
hours are to be worked. Notifications have
been also sent out that certain men shall be
taught to do certain work, and that immediately they have been taught them,
the men who have taught them shall
retire. N early every honorable member
in the House has given
his allegiThey
ance to the eight-hours system.
have all looked at the eight hours pageant
as it has passed, and have watched the
tens of 'thousands who have followed the
banners. Thousands have seen the procession with gratitude, because they enjoy what
that procession celebrates, while other thousands have watched it with bitter hearts
because it has not been in their power to
attain the same privileges. Is the honorable gentleman at the head of the Government prepared to indorse the policy-for
the Commissioners have issued an ultimatum
to this effect-that ten hours shall be
worked on the railways of Victoria, because
the Chairman of the Railways Commissioners comes here imbued with the idea of
making men work ten hours? Any man can
say he works more than eight hours for
himself, but in that case he is doing so
voluntarily.
I believe that good service
should be rendered, and that good pa y
should be given for it, and I am not now
objecting to what the Chairman of the Railways Commissioners receives. There should
be special pay for special services. But I
ask the Government whether they are going
to permit this gentleman to introduce the
conditions of labour existing in another
part of the world?
Some honorable
members have spoken at Eight Hours
banquets,
and
have
given
ample
proof of the genuineness of their desire that eight hours shall rule in this community. Will they permit this man to say
that the hours shal I be increased to ten in
some sections of the service ? We passed a
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1\1r. W ATT.-And you are predicting it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I want to show
what the trouble will be if that occurs, and
I am asking those who are wise to assist me
That in order to prevent sweating in Government contracts, it is the duty of the Government in preventing what may occur if our deli·
to prescribe the minimum rate of wage to be paid berate policy is overturned by a gentleman
in connexion with all contracts let by the Railway, who has been brought out to carry out our
Public Works, and other departments of the
policy. He has been brought out to make
State.
the railways pay, and he looks at the quesYet, in the last contracts sent out by the tion from the commercial point of vjew.
Rail \Va y Department, they deliberatel y, He must pay the wages, or not less than
in spite of that resolution, and in the face the wages which we have stipulated, and
of the desire of the House, have scratched work the men the hours, and not more
out that minimum rate clause, and have let than the hours, we have stipulated. No
the contracts without them. I ask, is that a other condition is required. I will ask the
Government proposition? Are the Govern- honorable member for Gippsland "Vest if
ment in favour of that? Are they deter- he is prepared to accept the -responsibility,
mined it shall be done? I am sorry that the and admit that this has been done at the
honorable the Premier can shelter himself request of the Government.
from my argument to-night, but I should
Mr. MACKEY.-Give notice of these queslike to see some other member of the Go- tions.
vernment answer that question.
It wants
~Ir. BROMLEY. And nobody will take
There is the question.
We notice of them when you have answered
answering.
passed a certain resolution, and that resolu- them.
tion has been deliberately omitted from the
~1r. PRENDERGAST. To some exconditions of contract. You are face to face tent, I suppose, years tone down a man's
with this to-dav in connexion with the En- asperity. To some extent, a man will folgineers' Societ;'. If the contracts are let, low the line of least resistance. This will
and a good firm gets one contract and a bad not be the last time the question I have just
firm gets another, a difficulty will arise, for put is asked.
It must be answered. It
business men will compete. One business will be answered, I have no doubt. A Goman will compete at the lower rate vernment that will adopt that policy, I supof wage, and a good employer will have pose, is not ashamed or afraid to stand by
no chance of getting the work, unless he it. But the question will have to be ancompetes for it under the same system. swered. The position arising from the
When the work comes to be done, the good abrogation of that clause means that a
employer will say to the union, "This man deliberate attack has been made on
has got his contract under price; there are our policy~I cannot say on our legisno conditions attached to it. Are you going lation, for we have no Conciliation
to allow this man to carryon at a lower Bill and a half inoperative Factories Act
rate?" Do the Government want to preci- -but one of th~ effects of this may be
pitate a strike? This is a world-wid~ or- to force a strike for the purpose of bringing
ganization.
about something that is wanted.
:Mr.
:Mr. MAcKEY.-Have they £70,000 in re- Speaker, with two or three other words I
serve?
have done. As far as possible we on this
Mr.
PRENDERGAST. - Has
the (tbe Opposition) side of the House will help
honorable gentleman as many supporters the Government to carry out the principles
now as before, in consequence of this policy? of doing what is good for the interests of
I f there is another strike, it would be most the people.
The policy of the Government
disastrous.
in that direction we will help to the utmost
Mr. MACKEY.-It was to the party who of our power, but S'O far as the Government
struck last time.
digress in the line of reactionary legislation,
legislation against the interests of the bulk
]'vIr.
PRENDERGAST. - I
deplor~
strikes, but they do wake people up all of humanity, so far will the Government
right. You are face to face with this vast meet with determined opposition, which will
organization. It must fight to maintain the only be beaten by force of numbers, and
rights of the good employer as well as of the which will manifest itself on every occasi'On
employe, and you are deliberately, by the for the purpose of declaring what shall be
omission of that clause, inviting the trouble carried out in the interests of the people.
that you hocussed the engine-drivers to So far as our position to yourself is concerned, it will, of course, be bound up
give you.
resolution· in this House on Friday, 18th
January, 1900, on the motion of }Ir. Trenwith-
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entirely with your ruling. Your ruling, Mr.
Speaker, will always be final in all questions under consideration, but we will make
use of the forms of the House to oppose the
Government. If we digress it will be from
faults of the heart, and through the trampling upon of those finer feelings 'which urge
one to aim at the good of humanity. If we
err, it will be not to acquire any advantage
to ourselves, but to secure the interests of the
whole of the people, and of the whole of
Victoria at the same time.
The motion for the adoption of the Address-in-Reply was agreed to.
SESSIONAL ·ARRANGEMENTS.
DAYS AND HOURS OF MEETING.-ORDER
OF
BUSINESS.-ApPOINTMENT
OF
STANDING COMMITTEES.
Mr. BE NT movedThat Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
in each week during the present session be the
days on which this. House shall meet for the
despatch of business, and that 4 o'clock be the
hour of meeting on each day; and that no fresh
business, except the postponement of business
on the notice-paper, be called on after half-past
10 o'clock.
1.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. BENT moved2. That on Tuesday
and Thursday in each
week during the prescnt session Government business shall take- precedence of all other business.

The motion was agreed to.
~1r. BENT moV'ed3. That on ·Wednesday in each week during
the present session Government business shall
take precedence of all othcr business until halfpast 8 o'clock; after that hour business shall be
called on in the following order, viz. ; On O!1C ·WednesdayPrivate Bill Business:
I . Notices of Motion.
2. Orders of the Day.
General Business:
I. Notices of Motion.
2. Orders of the Day.
On the alternate ·WednesdayGeneral Business:
I. Orders of the Day.
2. Notices of Motion.
Private Bill Business:
1. Orders of the Day.
2. Notices of Motion.

The motion wa ~ agreed to.
On the motion of Mr. BENT, the following Standing Committees for the Session were constituted as under:LIBRARY
COMMITTEE
(J OINT).-Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Beazley, Mr. Fairbairn, Mr.
McBride, and Mr. Morrissey.
STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE.-Mr.
Speaker, Mr. Beazley, Mr. Bent, Mr. J.
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Cameron, Mr. Gaunson, Sir Samuel Gillott, Mr. Irvine, Mr. Levien, Mr. Mackey,
Mr. Mackinnon, Sir Alexander Peacock,
and Mr. Prendergast.
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS COMMITTEE
(JOINT).--~{r. Speaker, Mr. E. H. Cameron, Mr. Elmslie, Mr. Graham, anti Mr.
McGregor.
PRINTING COMMITTEE.-Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Bowser, Mr.. lSromley, Mr. Down.
ward, Mr. Harris, Mr. Holden, Mr. Keast,
Mr. Langdon, Mr. McCutcheon, Mr.
McGregor, and Mr. Prendergast.
REFRESHMENT
ROOMS
COMMITTEE
(J OINT).-Mr. G. H. Bennett, Mr~ Forrest,
Mr. McBride, Mr. Thomson, and Mr. Wilkins.
ADULTERATION OF FOOD BILL.
Mr. E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn) moved
for leave to introduce a Bill relating to the
adulteration of food.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
CLOSER SETTLEMENT BILL.
Mr. MURRAY moved for leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the acquisition and disposal of land for closer settlement and other purposes ..
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
MINES ACTS FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. McLEOD moved for leave to introduce a Bill to further amend the Mines
Acts.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read' a
first time.
LAND ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. MURRAY moved for leave to Introduce a Bill to amend the Land Acts.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read' a
first time.
WATER ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. SWINBURNE moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to amend the Water Acts.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read' a
first time.
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TIED HOUSES ABOLITION BILL.
Mr. BAILES moved for leave to introduce a Bill to abolish tied houses.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read' a
first time.
SEPARATE REPRESE~TATION
REPEAL BILL.
Mr. HANNAH moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Constitution
Acts Amendment Acts, particularly, as regards separate representation.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read' a
first time.
BOILERS I~SPECTION BILL.
Mr. SANGSTER moved for leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the inspection
and regulation of boilers.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read a
first time.
ADULTERATION OF CHAFF BILL.
Mr. GRAHAM moved for leave to introduce a Bill to prevent the adulteration of
chaff, crushed oats, and other fodders,
and for other purposes.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
TOTALIZATOR BILL.
Mr. DUFFUS moved for leave to introduce a Bill to legalize the totalizator.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
HACKNEY CARRIAGES LAW
AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. BROMLEY moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the law relating
to hackney carriages, in the metropolitan
district.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
DEBTS RECOVERY BILL.
Mr. BOWSER moved for leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the recovery from
married persons of debts incurred for necessaries.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
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LOCAL GOVERNMEKT ACT 1903
AMENDMENT BILL.
:Mr. HOLDEN moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Local Government
Act 1903, so as to provide for the optional
rating by municipalities on the unimproved
value of rateable property.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1903
A:\IEND~IENT BILL (No.2).
Mr. McGREGOR moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to amend the Local Government Act 1903.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
SCAFF,OLDING AND LIFTS
INSPECTION BILL.
'Mr. HANNAH moved for leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the inspection of
scaffolding, lifts, and similar appliances.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then 'brought in, and read
a first time.
SAVINGS BANKS ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL.
l\-1r. HANNAH moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Savings Banks
Acts with the view of enabling working
men to obtain advances under the Credit
Foncier svstem at the same rate of interest
as land-o~vners.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
MUXICIP AL ELECTIONS (ADULT
SUFFRAGE) BILL.
Mr. COLECHIN moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to provide for adult
suffrage at municipal elections.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
CONCILIATION AKD
ARBITRATION BILL.
Mr. LEMMON moved for leave to introduce a Bill for the purpose of creating
Boards of Conciliation and a Court of
Arbitration for the prevention and settlement of industrial disputes.
'I he motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
l\Ir. BENT moved (by leave)That leave of absence for the remainder of the
session be granted to the honorable member for
Lowan, the Honorable William Hill Irvine::.
~lr.
PRENDERGAST seconded the
motion.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
he did not propose to object to the motion
--no one would do so-but he would like
to ask the Speaker whether he could grant
leave of absence to a member who had not
taken the oath?
Was such a gentleman
reall v a member of the House?
The SPEAKER.-There may be something in the point raised by the honorable
member for Allandale, but I wOuld point
out that if the motion is not operative, at
any rate it will do no harm, and perhaps
the House may desire to pay a compliment
to its late leader.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. BENT moved by leave-

That leave of absence for one month be granted
to the honorable member f0r St. Kilda, Robert
George McCutcheon, Esquire.

Jfr.
E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn)
seconded the motion, which was agreed to.

SUPPLY.
Mr. BE NT movedThat this House will this day resolve itself into
a Committee to consider of the Supply to be
granted to His Majesty.

The motion was agreed to.
WAYS AND MEAKS.
Mr. BENT movedThat this House will this day resolve itself into a
Committee to consider of the 'Ways and Means
for raising the Supply to be granted to His
Majesty.

The motion was agreed to.
ESTIMATES.
presented a message from
His Excellency the Governor, transmitting
an Estimate of Expenditure for the months
of July and August, 1904, and recommending an appropriation from the consolidated
revenue accordingly
~lr.

BE~T

ACTING CHAIRMAN" OF
COMMITTEES.
Mr. BENT stated that, as he wanted to
obtain Supply at once, he begged to moveThat the honorable member for Essendon, the
Honorable 'Villian Alexander 'Vatt, act as Chairman of Committees for this day.

l\[r. GAUNSON said he would be glad
if the Premier would inform the House

Votes on Account.

why they did not proceed instanter, and
elect their Chairman of Committees, and
have done with the matter?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-l\1r. G. H.
Bennett is not here just no",.
The motion was agreed to.
VOTES ON ACCOUNT.
Tht House having resolved itself into
Committee of Supply,

:Mr. BENT movedThat a sum, not exceeding £928,063, be granted
to His Majesty, on account of, or towards, defraying the following services, for the year 190 4-5,
viz. :-Legislative Council, £225; Legislative Assembly, i,"l,475; Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways, £IlO; Victorian Parliamentary Debates, £665; The Library, £260; State
Reading Room; £150; Refreshment Rooms,
£255; Public Service Commissioner, £220; Administrative and Scientific, £7,505; Government
Statist, £2,705; Police, £48,500; Penal Establishments and Gaols, £8,710; Hospitals for the
Insane, £20,200; Neglected Children and Re.
formatory Schools, £10,860; Public Library,
Museums, and National Gallery, £3,255; Government Shorthand Writer, £380; Auditor.
General, £1,965.. ; Aborigines, £900; Exhibitions,
£5 0 ; Grants, £975; Miscellaneous, £7,485;
Education, £5,245; Do., £97,437; Melbourne Uni.
versity, £750; Technical Schools, £2,875; Miscellaneous, £327; Supreme Court, £644; Law
Officers of' the Crown, £2,838; Crown Solici.
tor, £925; Prothonotary, £264; Master in Equity
and Lunacy, £905; Registrar-General and Registrar of Titles, £5,470; Patents, £93; Sheriff,
£4,65 0 ; Comptroller of Stamps, &c., £538; Miscellaneous, £125; County Courts, Courts of Insolvency, Courts of Mines, General and Petty Sessions, £5,162; Police Magistrates and 'Vardens,
£3,24 2 ; Clerks of Courts, £3,31 I; Coroners,
£1,5 20 ; Miscellaneous, £125; Treasury, £4,910 ;
Income Tax, £2,715; Curator of Estates of Deceased Persons, £305; Government Printer,
£7,193; Advertising, £500; Grant to Charitable
Institutions, £3,000; Transport, &c., £500; Unforeseen and (Accidental Expenditure, £1,000;
Carriage of Grain, £7,000; Carriage of Coal,
£1,5 00 ; Travelling Expenses, Governor, &c .•
£85 0 ; Miscellaneous, £400; Advance to Treasurer, £200,000; Survey, Sale, and Management
of Crown Lands, £1I,704; Public Parks, Gar.
dens, and Reserves, £52,); Botanical and Domain
Gardens, £1,270; Extirpation of Rabbits and
Wild Animals, £2,807; Village Settlements and
Labour Colonies, £260; Miscellaneous, £100;
Public Vlorks, £5,509; Ports and Harbors,
£4,5 62 ; Victorian Railways Construction Branch,
£ 61 5; Miscellaneous, £220; 'Works and Buildings, £26,240; Road Works and Bridges, £3,800;
Mines, £4,079; Mn.intenance of Testing Plants,
£5 00 ; Boring for Gold and Coal, £2,500; Miscellaneous, .£1,120; 'Vater Supply, £1,954; 'Waterworks in Country Districts, 1,.400; Coliban, Geelong, and National 'Vorks, £4,600; Agriculture
and Industries, £1,538; Diseases in Stock, £1,445 ;
Vegetation Diseases, £816; Maffra Beet Sugar
Factory, £83; Technical Education, £2,531;
State Forests and Nurseries, £3,939; Viticulture
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.£305) Grants, £~9; Miscellaneous, £6,126;
PublIc Health, '£3,582; Victorian Railways,
£350,000; Miscellaneous, £1,212.
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dealing with the matter. If, in addition to
that £50,000 or £30,000, which was
annually expended upon these prints which
traduced, oppressed, and suppressed-if in
He said he \vished to give the usual assUI- addition to that, it was made law that every
ance that these items contained no conten- legal advertisement-no matter whether for
tious matter at all. They provided merely
licensing purposes, land transfer, municipal
supply for two months.
purposes, or anv other advertisement that
Mr. GAUNSON said he was glad to
was required by "law to be published-must
accept the assurance of the Premier that
these votes contained no contentious matter, be published in the GQvernment Gazette in
but he would like to direct the honorable order to .make it lawful, a much larger reThe onlv
gentleman's attention to the item for the venue stIll would be derived.
question
that
would
then
remain
was th~
Victorian Parliamentary Debates.
Every
cost
of
distribution.
AllO\vhonorable member must be full v seised of mere
up
the fact that their political lives ~vere almost ing fo~ the cost of making
th.e dally Hansard published along
wholly dependent on the press reports.
WIth the Government Gazette daily, he beSir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Hear, hear.
lieved the Treasurer would get a sum not
JIr. GA1jNSON said that any man who
far short of £100,000 a year. That was a
was worth his salt must be painfully consum worth thinking about, but there was a
scious of the fact that the newspap-ers of
point that was of vastly greater importance,
this State suppressed the speeches of a great
and that was the honest education of the
many JIembers of Parliament. Honorable
people of this country-no permitting a
members on both sides of the HotIse knew
newspaper proprietor, such as Mr. David
that he was speaking the truth. However.
he could show the Premier a wav in which Syme or Messrs. Wilson and Mackinnon or
he believed a sum of from .£50,000 to any of that ilk to wipe out any man at their
£100,000 a year could be obtained.
The own sweet will. Let the electors wipe them
'I'teasurer wanted money badly, and if he out. Did David Syme go to the electors
would give him (]\1r. Gaunson) his attention and submit his conduct for their condemfor a moment, he thought he could promise nation or approval? Not at all. Thank
him a ready and easy way of obtaining it God, the power of David Syme was prettv
by a suggestion he had to make.
Some well spent, but in times past this country
years ago he saw a return that had been had been press-ridden, this Assembly had
prepared for this House, showing that at been press-ridden, and the newspaper proleast £30,000 a year was paid by the Go- prietors had actually selected the Governvernment to the newspapers for advertise- me?t. In the case of David Syme, his paid
ments. That sum was now largely in- wnters had been members of the Ministry.
creased, and was probably nearer £50,000 Let us now have a daily Hansard, for the
than £30,000, which was being paid every protection of the people of this countrvyear to these newspaper proprietors.
He not for the protection of members, but -for
(Mr. Gaunson) stood in a peculiar position. the protection of the people, and so that
The rest of the members of this Assemblv they might see whom to condemn and whom
The cost of distributing a
might possibly think they did not wish t~ to applaud.
incur the enmity of the newspapers.
He daily Hansard and a dailv Government Gahimself did not care a brass rap for them. zette would not exceed '£10,000. He had
He represented the whole of the State so been in communication with a practical
far as the public officers were concerned, man, and believed he was well within the
and could· speak freely on this subject, and mark in making that statement. Let the
he told the Premier and honorable members distribution be made to every house. Genegenerall y, that if this StIrn of money, which rally speaking, there were five persons to
was paid practically as a subsidy for the each house, and a copy to each house would
be ample for practical purposes. By this
press-means not only would an actual saving of
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Hear, hear.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was glad to hear £80,000 or £90,000 be made, but this rasthe' 'Hear, hear," of the honorable member cally, pernicious, brutal system whereby the
for Allandale, because he had been informed proprietors of certain newspapers could
that when that honorable member was in wipe out him or any other honest man,
office as Premier he had some information should be done away with once and for all.
collected on this very subject, and possibly He hoped that honorable members would
a Bill had been prepared, with a view o"f not be afraid to speak out on this subject,
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because they had the public to look to, and
not a little petty patting on the back which
they might get from the Argus, the Age, or·
the Le.ader.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACoCK.-Or from the
TVar Cry or the Tocsin.
~1r. GA UNSON said he supposed the
Tocsin was making its way just as David
Syme made his ,yay, from very small things.
H,e (?\Ir. Gaunson) was only introducing
Mr. Syme's name in order to show honorable members what they must know was aosolute truth. Each of them must feel in his
heart that what he had said was literally
It
true. He was not blinking matters.
behoved them, as honest men, as guardians
of the public welfare, to save the public
money and to take care that the schoolmaster really was truly and honestly
He trusted that other honorable
abroad.
members would follow him up in this
matter.
Mr. HANNAH stated that he desired to
support the very excellent suggestions of the
honorable member for the Public Service.
It must come home to every honorable member that a time had arrived when they must
endeavour to secure purity, not only with
regard to our bodily food, but also with regard to our mental food.
As the last
speaker had said, there were newspapers in
Victoria that had benefited to a very large
extent out of the public revenue. These
papers never had given, nor were they ever
likelv to give, to any party such as the
Labour Party, a fair opportunity of putting
its views before the country. Why? Because
those papers were opposed to the Labour
Part\'. There was no doubt that the Govern~ent could get increased revenue in
connexion with the Government Gazett'e,
and also in connexion with the publication
of the Agricultural Gazette, and many other
journals that came from the Government
departments. These journals could all be
published together, as was done now in some
of the other States, particularly in New
Zealand. If important information could
be given to the people in this way, it was
the duty of honorable members to see that
it was done and done quickly. Therefore,
he was heart and soul with the honorable
member for the Public Service in bringing
this very important matter under the notice
of the Government. He remembered that,
years ago, when that honorable member was
previousl y in this House, he made some
very excellent speeches on this particular
subject, and we should have shown long
ago that we were abreast of the times and
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were prepared to obtain revenue from this
source when it lay so readily at our hand.
I t was to be hoped that honorable members
would give the matter very serious consideration in order that the people might
be given' pure and unadulterated mental
food, which they were not likely to get
from the press of to-day.
Mr. BENT said he had been asked a
question with regard to the Railways Standing Committee. He had given notice this
evening of a Bill on that subject. It was
the intention of the Government to reduce
the number of members of the committee
from 9 to 6, and the fees from £1,100 to
£800 per annum.
Mr. BAILES observed that he wished
to bring under the notice of the Minister
of l\1.ines a matter which he thought was
worthy of his consideration. When the
MineS' Bill was before the House last year
a great deal of reference was made to the
disastrous effects of the lack of ventilation
in our mines, and the remarkable spread
of the disease known as miners' complaint,
which was most dire in its results. Some
little time prior to that, upon a motion for
the appointment of a director of mining,
he directed attention to the fact that
at Johannesberg a bonus of £500 had been
offered for the best system of minimizing
the effect of this very dreadful complaint.
He understood that the matter had been
considered by the officers of the Mines Department. He would ask the Minister if
that "fas the case, and if so, whether it
would not be desirable that copies of the
recommendations made bv those officers
should be circuIated throughout the mining
districts? This was a quest'ion that was occupying the attention of the mining commun.ity very largely indeed at the present
time. In fact, he believed that in a verv
large number of sections of the mining
community, it was felt to be a matter of'
much more moment than even the yield of
gold. Any step that could be taken by the
Department to disseminate information that
would be of advantage in dealing with this
dreadful complaint, would certainly redound to the credit of the Department, and
would be deeply appreciated by every section of the mining community.
Mr. KEOGH said he desired to draw attention to the subsidy for the carriage of
grain and coal.
It was stated in the
Governor's speech that the railways were
going to practically pay this year. All the
same, he (Mr. Keogh) had a suspicion that
they were not going to pay, because every
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year the Treasury doled out between would have to be done if things did not go
£60,000 and £70,000 for the carriage of on better, whether by publishing. Hansard
grain and coal, in addition to about . dailY' or by compelling the press to tell
£100,000 for pensions and gratuities. He the truth, and nothing but the truth.
also notice'tl in the Governor's speech a re- He hoped the House would not assist the
ference to. belated repairs. In the report Government in reducing the income tax
of thE' Railway Department for last y'ear, Oil the higher incomes. If any reduction
Mr. Norman, the Engineer of Existing was made, it should be on the lower inLines, gave a certificate that the railways comes. He considered that an income of
and rolling-stock were in first-class order. In £200 a year should not be touched.. As
the face of that, it was not very reassuring to the subsidy for the carriage of coal, he
to the travelling public for the 'Govern- hoped that the coal companies would be
ment to come down with a large expendi- compelled to pay the full amount ·of freight
to the country, unless they extended the
ture for belated repairs.
best possible conditions to the men they
Mr. COLECHIN expressed the opinion employed, and who ran such enormous
that, since the importation of a gentleman risks in winning the coal. With regard' to
to manage the railways at an enormous the item" travelling expenses of Governor,"
salary, it would be possible for a time to do he hoped to see that amount struck
without the Railways Standing Committee out altogether.
The vote for the extirpaaltogether.
As to the Victorian Parlia- tion of rabbits and wild animals' should
mentary Debates, he thought there might also be struck out. Some of the 'landbe some trouble in having a daily Ii ansard owners who were benefited bv that expendidistributed throughout the State. The cost ture had been living on their unearned inof printing the whole of the speeches would crement for many years. One of them
be considerable, unless they were condensed. stated at the Iecent election that he was
For his own part, he was bound to admit prepared to spend £1,000 to keep him
that, when the newspapers condensed the (Mr. Colechin) out of Parliament.
speeches, they sometimes made them look a
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-What about
great deal better than they were delivered,
the
vote for the Geelong waterworks? ,
and he had known instances when they were
Mr. COLE CHIN said that he hoped
made to appear a great deal worse. It was
to a large extent, the fault of this House, that vote would not be interfered with.
or of other Houses that had pr~ceded it, The work in connexion with "ports and
that they had allowed the newspapers to harbors" should have been carried out
usurp the position which they themselves years ago. Millions of bushels of wheat
should hold. For many years past it had were being exported this season from Geebecome the custom of newspapers to rule long, and a little assistance was needed to
Parliament, even to the extent of selecting improve the Hopetoun Channel. He had
candidates. This was the fault of Parlia- already approached the Premier on that
ment itself, and steps should be taken at the subject, and· trusted it would not be forearliest opportunity to deal with the ques- gotten. With reference to the development
tion of punishing people who dared to make of the expOl t trade,' there had been such
statements against men who were sent here, revelations recently, that he thought honsometimes by enormous majorities, to repre- , orable members on the Opposition side of
sent the people. As had been said by the the House.. at all events, would be very
honorable member for the Public Service. chary in doing anything further in that
he (Mr. Colechin) had known men who had dir~tion. In connexion with the public
been hounded out of important positions health, he knew that the Premier had taken
by the press-cruelly hounded out of them, a great deal of interest in the establishment
not because they did anything wrong, but of infectious diseases hospitals, but it was
because they tried to do what was right. to be hoped that no money would be voted
He believed that that (the Opposition) side for that pUIpose, if it would result in
of the House was going to set up a record danger to the health of settled communities.
in the way of debate, such a§ had not AIl such buildings should be near the sea
been seen here since 1877. He believed coast. Steps should be taken to see that
there were just as good men here now as the ship-Q\vners who brought consumptive
there were then. A sec60n of the press as- patients to Victoria, were compelled to ensisted them at that 6me, but since then the ter into an arrangement with the Governpress had failed, and Parliament also had ment, whereby those patients would not
failed to a very large extent. Something be made a tax on the public.
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Mr. THOMSON remarked that he could
not agree with the honorable member who
had just resumed his seat, as to the abolition of the vote for the extirpation of rabbits and wild animals. In poor country
such as that in the north of his (Mr. Thomson)s) electorate, the land was overrun with
rabbits, and the farmer was only too glad
to have some means of getting rid of them.
The only effective method was by trapping,
and if it were not for the trappers, the
farmers in that district would be completely
eaten out by the rabbits. He trusted that
the Government would continue the vote,
and take steps to keep the rabbits within
bounds on Crown lands.
:Mr. LEvIEN.-They must do so or they
will be prosecuted.
•
Mr. THOMSON.-Yes, but if the vote
was wiped out, the Government WQuid not
have the means of doing so. With reg-ard
to the leasing of frontages, he would like
to point out that at present, the Crown
lands bailiffs in many cases made the valuations, and these valuations were sometimes
enormous!y high. It was to be hoped that
the Minister would allow reductions to be
made in these cases. It was a knotty point
whether the councils would be able to take
over these frontages. It was said not to be
clear-though he maintained it waswhether the councils were entitled to receive
half the money for the frontages as well as
half the money derived from the closed roads.
Mr. MURRAy.-The Act is perfectly clear.
Mr. THOMSON said he did not agree
with the :Minister. The intention of the
House was that the shire councils should
not only receive half from the roads, but
also half from the frontages.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Are YOU in favour of the
councils receiving half ~f the dead rabbits?
Mr. THOMSON said that the shire councils were entitled to half the rents from the
frontages, seeing that they went to the expense of collecting them. He hoped the
Minister would interpret the section in the
manner the House desired.
Mr. TOUTCHER said that in regard to
item 4, "Victorian Parliamentary Debates,"
he would like to call the attention of the
Premier to the tota11 v inadequate sup pi y of
copies of Hansard distributed amongst
members. The constituencies had been considerably enlarged, and many people who
had been in the habit of receiving copies
would not now receive them.
Mr. SOLLY remarked that he noticed
that the railway line repairers were receivin 6s. a day. The promise was made by

the Commissioners to raise the amount to
6s. 6d., and he would like to know from the
Minister of Railways whether he had given
authority for stopping the increase. A wage
of 6s. was too low to enable the ~en to live
in a decent manner. The housing accommodation for railway employes was in a very
bad state. The public were complaining
about want of population, but certainly, as
far as the railways were concerned, the
housing would not stimulate any increase in
the population. These houses were very
poorly constructed, and in many cases families were living in three-roomed cottages,
where both sexes had to sleep in one room.
He felt certain that no honorable member
desired to see such a state of things conIf these houses were under
tinued.
metropolithe
municipalities of the
tan 'area, they would be condemned
Proas unfit for human habitation.
per accommodation should be provided
for these railway employes, who had in
some cases to pay rent for the houses. At
one period of our existence we used to pay
railway employes for injuries received during their work, but a large number had
been injured lately who had received no
recompense. In a large number of cases,
men who had been injured had sent in
their medical certificates, and yet in many
cases their claims had not been recognised
by the Department, and the men had been
reduced in pay. Respectable firms in Melbourne recognised that when a. man was injured iIi their service they should provide him
with proper medical attendance, and they
paid him the full rate of pay during the
time that hewas incapacitated from work, and
did not reduce his wages on his return to
work.
These firms treated their employes more humanely than the GoIn regard to overtime,
vernment did.
the
recognised rates
were
paid by
the Railway
Department from
1867
to 1892, but to-day the men were working
enormously long hours, andl receiving no
overtime pay. He boped the Government
would seriously consider the matter. If the
service was to be placed in a proper 'position, it could only be done by humane treatment of the employes. vVith humane treatment there would be no more loval citizens
than the railway men. The u~fair treatment meted out. to these men had been the
cau'!3e of a good deal of trouble.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that he knew that the Treasurer was anxious
to get his Supply Bill through, and he knew
from past experience that members could
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not expect to extract much from the Government on this measure. It was a Bill for
two months' supply. The last Parliament
passed supply to enable the Government to
meet the public creditor to the 30th June
last, and the introduction of this Bill tonight rather surprised him, inasmuch as it
was brought on so soon. There was no
warrant for its introduction at this early
stage, because the public crediitor had not
to be met until the end of J ul y.
Mr. BENT.-Are you aware that the Treasurer's advance is nearly up?
S~ ALEXANDER PEACOCK s~d
that this Bill was for two months, so that
there would be no need for another Bill.
until the end of September. He would like
the· Treasurer to indicate whether it was
not his intention to deliver the Budget until
the end of September. If this supply were
passed to-night it would be unnecessary to
deliver the Budget before the end of September.
He hoped the Treasurer would
take that step. It would be unwise to deliver the Budget earlier than that, owing
to the difficulties that the Treasurer experienced in preparing the estimates of receipts and expenditure.. He would like to
. supplement the remarks made by the honorable member for the Public Service. He
wouldl not go quite as far as the honorable
member, for it was necessarv to move slowly
in making experiments. If members went
in the direction indicated the whole scheme
might break down at its inception. He
(when Treasurer) had a scheme prepared
by which, instead of the Government advertisements going to the different newspapers, the State would retain the money
and receive revenue. The Treasurer would
find that the scheme was prepared by the
Government Printer, and that, if brought
into operation, it would represent a great
saving to the Government, and, ultimately
would prove a great source of revenue. The
Commonwealth would ultimately have to
adopt such a scheme. 1t was due probablv
to the fact that it became known that h~
was preparing such a scheme that he became so remarkably popular with the
newspapers of the State. The Treasurer
would remember that when the late Treasurer (Mr. Shiels) was delivering his last
Budget statement, and indicating the
different economies he purposed making in
the departments, he (Sir Alexander Peacock) pointed out that Mr. Shiels would
find the whole of the papers of this scheme
prepared by the Government Printer and
supervised by him (Sir Alexander Peacock).
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He had figures prepared showing what these
advertisements cost the State.
Mr. BROMLEY.--1 here is £500 in this
schedule.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that was only on account, and there were
the rail way advertisements, which did not
appear in the schedule at all.
When
members ·were dealing with the Estimates
they would be certain to ask the Treasurer for information on this point, and he
was sure the honorable gentl-eman would
be courteous enough to supply it. The
Police Gazette and the railway advertisements could also be incorporated. All the
public contractors and the public institu·
tions and big firms would subscribe, and a
.large source of revenue would be obtained.
.f Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-And you
would get the municipal advertisements
too.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Yes.
H·c wished to call the attention of the
Treasurer and the Minister of Mines to a
serious question affecting the mining industry. He hoped that the Ministers he
had named would confer and endeavour
to devise some means to help the mining
industry through the medium of railway
freights. There was no one who 'knew
better than the Minister of Mines what an
important matter this was at present.
:Mr. LAWSON called attention to item
No. 15 "Public Library, l\1useums, and
National Gallery, £3,255."
He wished
to know if that included a grant to the
public libraries in the country districts?
'1\\'0 or three years ago the libraries of
the country districts had an annual grant
of about £2,5oo,and the most that any
country librarv obtained out of that sum
was £30' l}nfortunately this was effectively and quietly wiped out altoget'her,
and when applications were forwarded
from the country libraries they were in·formed that there was no grant for that
financial year. There was a strong feeling amongst the country libraries that this
treatment was not altogether fair. He
understood from the newspapers that the
Treasurer proposed to spend £8,000 on the
Public Library in t.Ielbourne. He 'Was <;ure
that the representatives of country districts
would not object to that expenditure or any
expenditure for improving the educatio.nal
facilities of the people or for the furtherance of scientific research or knowledge.
He did not think it was altogether fair,
however, to leave the country districts out.
If the matter had not already been decided,
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he hoped the Treasurer would take it into
consideration before the Estimates were submitted to the House. The sum that each
country library received out of the annual
grant formerly given was not very large,
but it represented a good deal to these institutions, for it enabled them to keep going.
The Treasurer must know that these institutions were a great boon to the country districts, and assisted the worthy cause of making country life more endurable. By placing books in the hands of the people a good
work was done.
.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy)' said he
regretted that the Supply Bill was not
placed in the hands of members earlier. It
was not of such urgent importance that it
could not have been placed in members~'
hands a day before it came on, and particularlv for the benefit of the new members,
who saw items in the schedule that thev did
not understand, and that were perpl~xing.
There was an item of £48,500 for
" Police."
The police were a splendid
bod~' of men, of which any country might
well be proud. They were efficient in everything except in detecting crime. He recently
introduced a deputation to the Chief S'ecretarv from the boot manufacturers. There
were about 20 persons present, and everyone
of them had been robbed, some of them two
or three times, and not in one instance had
the goods stolen been recovered, nor had the
police succeeded in convicting any of the
burglars who had broken into the factories.
There must be something wrong in the governing body at the head of the Department. He thought the head of the police
was a very good fellow for everything
else ex-:ept the position he held.
The
item "~Iiscellaneous" appeared several
times in the schedule, and aggregated
£16,000, but there was not the slightest
explanation afforded. If the Government
had any doubtful item they put it into
" Miscellaneous," but when "Miscellaneous" amounted to £16,000 for a couple
of months' supply, members were entitled to know what the monev was for. In
connexion with the raihv~ys,' if there was
.one questioYl that was dear to the democracy, it was the eight hours principle.
-Governors and Ministers had from time to
time expressed their pleasure at the fact
that we had established the eight hours system, and a resolution was passed b)7 this
House indorsing the eight hours principle.
Nevertheless, in the signal. boxes on the
railways, and evervwhere else on the raii, ways,' the eight hours principle was being
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broken down. In one branch the men had to
go through three shifts, and instead of
working eight hours they had an extra hour
and a half put on.
It was a false
economy, because the same number of men
could do the work on the eight hours principle if a better system were adopted. The
Department had put off 150 men who had
been working on the lines; some of them
had been there a considerable time, and
men had' been r·etained who had smaller
claims on the Department than many of
those discharged. They were put off, but
they were told that there was plenty of
work, but that it did not suit the convenience of the Department to go on with it at
present.
He thought some pressure
had been brought to bear by the Treasurer
to bring about some economy in drder!
to inflate the surplus, or something of that
kind. The men were told that the work
would be postponed till December. The
work was there. and the men were waiting.
Those who had money would go to some
. other State, and then ways and means would
have to be devised' to attract population
from other parts; after we had driven our
own people away. In the meantime these
150 men, with their wives and families,
might be allowed to starve. Seeing that
there was work and money, and that the
work was of an urgent character, the Department was not justified in dispensing
with these men. No man should be kept in
any position where he could not justify his
existence by useful labour and by earning
the money he received, but when there was
necessary work men should not have to walk
about for five or six months at the whim of
the Department, for no other reason than
that the Treasurer desired' to save a few
pounds.
Mr.' LEVIEN remarked that on more
than one occasion within the last few months
the question of railway freights upon certain
agricultural produce had been brought
under the notice of the Government and the
Railway Department. Those who were intimate with the condition of affairs in the
country knew that never in our memory
had the prices of a good deal of our farm
produce been so low as they were unfortunatel y at present. Notwithstanding this unusual and extraordinarv condition of affairs,
the railway freights ha~ been increas,ed
upon a good deal of the farm produce, and
as much as 50, 60, and 70 per cent. of the
gross value of some of our staple products
was demanded from the producer for the
conveyance, of them.
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Mr. GAuNsoN.-Would you make one to
abolish the railway freights altogether?
Mr. LEVIEN.-Not to-night.
He felt
that it was necessary for the Gov,ernment to
deal with the question of railway freights
as a question of policy, and to insist on the
Commissioners doing away with a state of
things that was crippling the farming industry.
Mr. MACKINNON.-How would the ad
valorem system do?
~fr. LEVIEN said he would not advocate
that system altogether. Wheat might stand
the increased rate, but a great deal of our
produce was selling at such low prices
that it could not pay the freight. He
saw quite a number of trucks of carrots in
the country the other day, and the value
of those carrots, which were 'Wanted for
sheep in Riverina, was 7s. 6d. per ton on
the truck, whilst the freight to Riverina
In
was three or four times that amount.
future years, this kind of produce .would
not be grown at all. . Where such produce
was conveyed by sea, the steam-ship owners
on their own motion had reduoed the freight
by four-tenths. He hoped the Premier would
give some assurance that the Government
would insist on the Railways Commissioners
meeting these cases. Members should see
that the brutal hand of the Commissioners
did not cause .this produce to rot in the
field. The honorable member for Allandale had referred to the increased rate on
mining timber and firewood, and it was
necessary that the Governmf!nt should insist o~ something reasonable being done.
There was no ;justiEcation ror the inCle2ses. Some of the mines would have to
be closed. The RaihV'ay Department was
pursuing a policy that was bound to :destroy development, and the sooner the Government stepped in and insisted on a
rational line of freights being imposed
the better .for the community.
Mr. ROBERTSON stated that there
were one or two important items that had
not been referred to. The first one was
item 75-" Diseases in Stock, £.1,445."
It was within the memory of every member
representing a country constituency, that
near! y every shire ,,·as put to a large
amount of expenditure on account of the
outbreak of swine fever by having to pay
veterinary inspectors for work that the Government inspe::::tors should have done.
Last session he advocated, and he now
advocated again, the division of the State
into districts, with an inspector of stock
for each one. If, as reported, swine fever
[5J~2
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was still smouldering in the State, and was
only waiting a particular season for another
outbreak, it was highly necessary that the
producers should be guaranteed against a
repetition of the expenditure of the past.
This matter particularly concerned the Department presided over by the Minister
of Agriculture.
He had great hopes of
the gentleman now occupying that position, and would earnestly ask him to
take into consideration, in connexion with
the Stock Diseases Bill, the suggestion
he (Mr. Robertson) had thrown out.
That was to cut the State into districts,
and let each district be under a stock inspector, paid by the Government.
The
producer alone should not be saddled with
the whole cost of the inspection of the pigs,
because the consumer benefited as well as
the producer, and it was to the public .advantage to have a pure food supply.
He
observed that there was £ 305 in the
schedule for the development of the export trade. He ventured to say that the
Government proposal for closer settlement
would be largely futile, unless the Government also developed the export trade on
such lines as would protect the honest producer, . whether engaged in agriculture or
manuf actures.
Mr. WILKINs.-Does that apply to
butter?
Mr. ROBERTSON said it applied especially to butter. The southern districts
largel y adopted dairying, while wheatgrowing fell into the hands of the northern
farmers. All the land that the Government were likely to resume for the purpose
of closer settlement was bound to be used
for intense culture, and there was nothing
more important than the development of
markets to expand the natural productions
of the soil, and other industries also. In
connexion with dairying, he predicted that
there would have to be a certain amount of
raising mutton and lamb for export. There
would be more lambs on the market this
year than for some time past. Had the
Goverpment made sufficient provision to
cope with the extra trade, or were they going to let the profits of those who produced
the lambs be intercepted on the same lines
as the profits of those who had produced
the butter? He would urge the Government to take warning from the revelations.
in connexion with the Butter Inquiry, and
see that those who produced the lambs were
protected with proper supervision, and got
the advantage of ·a11 the available markets.
With regard to the Hospitals for the
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Insane, he did not know whether the Go- state, and he knew that the Treasurer
vernment had yet appointed an inspector- agreed with him that some legislation was
There was no mention of it,
general, but he thought it was possible that required.
As
among the men who had worked through however, in the Governor's speech.
the service in Victoria one might be found long ago as 1890 a Royal Commission was
qualified for that important position. This appointed to inquire into the subject, and
matter had been a long time hanging in the a Bill was brought forward by Sir George
balance. Personally, he opposed the mea· Turner in 1897, but it was dropped, and the
sure when it- was going through the House, charitable institutions were still in the same
because he thought a Board of three would wretched condition. He hoped the Governmanage the whole system on better lines ment would bring forward some legislation
than an inspector-general.
If the Go- to take the place of the endowment, and
vernment would attend to the matters he provide an equitable means of contributing
had mentioned. their action would tend to to the funds of those very valuable instituinspire confidenct in thtir administration.
tions. The Premier would agree with him
that the present management of the ports
}\ir. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) said it
and harbors was very defective indeed.
would appear from the item of £3,939 for
There was a :Marine Board of twelve memState Forests and Nurseries that the Gobers, and a Harbor Trust of seventeen
vernment recognised that State forests and
members, making altogether twenty-nine
Crown lands generally were really nurseries
members dealing with the matter which
for the breeding and development of all
could be very well dealt with by three
kinds of pests that seriously afflicted the
Commissioners. He begged to draw the atmvners of the adjoining land. He particutention of the Government to the subject.
larly referred to a portion of his electorate,
He understood that honorable members on
which was cursed with the weed known as
both sides of the House were pretty well
S t. John's 'Vort. This matter had been
of one way of thinking as to the char~table
I Jrought under the notice of previous Goinstitutions, and the ports and harbors.
vernment~ on several occasions, but up to the
Mr. MORRISSEY observed that in represent tIme no attempt had been made to
ference to the item of £5,245 for educacope with what was the most frightful pest
tion, he desired to bring under the notice
that had ever afflicted Victoria. He recogof the Government the manner in which
nised that it would be a very costly undertaking, but if it was not taken in hand it some of that money was expended on country schools in sparsely populated districts.
would mean absolute ruin to the district,
Many schools had been reduced to halfand the pest would extend to all parts of
time, and even then only continued on conthe State. It was impossible to expect landsideration that the people interested conowners to keep that pest off their holdings
tributed something ~owards the maintenance
unless the Government cleared the Crown
of the teacher.
lands.
Various experiments had been
Mr. HUNT.-A very paltry thing.
made, and different remedies suggested.
Mr. MORRISSEY said it was about the
One expert asserted that sulphuric acid and
,vater would eradicate the pest. It was shabbiest economy connected with Governthe duty of the Government to make a pro- ment administration and retrenchment.
per test, and, if they found the remedv
~·1r. SOLLY.-Bar the railways.
effective, to apply it" to the whole of the
Mr. MORRISSEY.-No, because he was
affected area. The longer it was left un- told that the total saving on this particular
dealt with the more money it would eventu- economy amounted to less than £200. It
ally cost to deal with it, and some day it was very hard that people whose children
would have to be attended to by the Govern- only got half a week's schooling should be
ment. The Minister of Lands recent1v sent further penalized by having to contribute
an inspector to the district,' and had re~eived something towards the cost of the education
that officer's report.
He hoped that the of their children.
If it was desired to
honorable gentleman would take it into his effect settlement in remote parts of the
very earliest consideration, and bring down State the Government should make it as
rec?mmendations for coping with that very attractive as possible, even though it ensenous pest.
tailed a large outlay on the part of the
Mr. FAIRBAIRN remarked that the State. That was the only way to prevent
charitable institutions, as far as collect- the interior of the country becoming deing funds and the duplication of those in- populated. He trusted that the Treasurer
stitutions went, were in a very chaotic would at once cease to extract these pitiful
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"sums from the people who resided in these He believed that the Premier indicated in
distant places. A word or two about the the 1;11onth of March last his intention of
change in settlement that took place in' vari- submitting to the Cabinet the question of
0us parts of the State. The seconder of building a new dock at Williamstown, and it
the motion for the Address-in-Reply in- was to be hoped that the Government would
stanced a place in his electorate where a take it into consideration in connexion with
settlement of 700 dwindled in a short time the work of deepening the entrance at the
to 120. Probably the school accommoda- Heads.
tion was provided on the basis of a popuMr. OUTTRIM asked what the Minister
lation of 700, so that there was more than
ample accommodation when between 500 of Mines proposed to do in connexion with
and 600 had left. That happened in vari- the forests of the State? For a considerous parts of the State, and, in some places, able time past some of the most valuable
the schools were unoccupied. Where settle- timber for mining purposes had been most
ment had increased there was nothing like ruthlessly destroyeq, with the assistance of
the expenditure that was necessary for the the then Minister of Lands, not the present
proper maintenance of the school. When Minister. The State had parted with land
people asked for the aid of the Depart- containing timber that would have been of
ment to remove some of the old schools and immense value to the mining industry. . The
teachers' residences, to give better accom- Minister was, no doubt, aware that a most
modation, the reply invariably was, "You excellent Forests Bill had been prepared by
will have to do it at your own expense." the Royal Commission, and the honorable
He was sure that any reasonable demand gentleman would be only doing his duty to
of the kind he had alluded to would be this State and to the great mining industry
bv introducing a Forests Bill at the earliest
readily granted by the Treasurer, who
possible moment. He could back up the
would thereby only be giving what the
remarks of the honorable member for Allanpeople of those country districts were endale in connexion with the carriage of mintitled to, while it would largely assist the
ing timber. If honorable members who
better settlement of the remote parts of
were not interested in mining only underVictoria.
stood the difficulties of carrying on poor
Mr. LE MMO N stated that he wished to mines thev would at once see that it was
. direct the attention of the Government to absolutel),: necessary to provide a cheap
the matter alluded to by the honorable mem- mode of carrying timber, if it was desired to
ber for Toorak, who pointed out that give employment to men and keep the
there was more than one body administering mines going. Would the Minister say whethe affairs of the ports of Victoria. He ther it was the intention of the Government
quite agreed with the honorable member in to introduce a Forests Bill in the present
regard to that matter. The Government session of Parliament?
Mr. MURRAY said that the protection of
seemed to desire to establish one tribunal
for that purpose, and he thought it was the forests had received most careful connecessary, because there was hardly a De- sideration, and was the subject of most carepartment of the State that had not some ful administration. One of the great difficulpower in dealing with the matter of port ties in the way of forest conservation around
There was the Rail- centres of population was the great demands
accommodation.
\Va y Department, the Harbor Trust, the that were naturally made upon the timber by
Marine Board, and also the Customs De- the mining community. Ministers were often
partment. It was to be hoped that in the asked to make the forests pay, but what renfuture there would be one tribunal, with dered it most difficult to do so was that the
comprehensive powers to deal with matters miner required cheap timber. 'Now, the
connected with the ports. He particularly Forest Department had been supplying the
desired to bring under the notice of the miner with cheap timber, and a very heavy
. Government the question of dock accom- tax had been levied upon the Department
modation. The Government had indicated by the mining industry. However, he (Mr.
their intention of deepening the entrance to Murray) had under consideration at the prethe Heads, and the natural sequence of that sent time a Bill which had been prepared
work was to provide better dock accommo- under the auspices of the Royal Commisdation. The Williamstown dock was cer- sion, if not bv the Commission itself. That
tainly out of date. It was thirty years old, Commission had existed for a number of
and could not accommodate a number of the years, but he believed that it was drawing
close to its termination. The Bill was a
vessel~ that called at the port of Melbourne.
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very ponderous measure, very hard to understand, and he believed almost impossible
to digest. A great man v of its provisions
would meet with the support of the House
generally, but he was very doubtful about
the acceptance of a great many other of its
provisions.
The honorable member for
Ovens brought under the notice of the Committee the danger which was imminent to
many parts of the State through the spread
of St. John's Wort. To some extent what
the honorable member said was slightly ;mis..;
I'eading. His remarks might have conveyed
the impression that the Crown lands of the
State were responsible for the production of
this weed, and that from the Crown lands
it had encroached on the lands of private
owners. K ow, the very opposite was the
case. The weed made its first appearance
on private lands, and had since spread to
certain Crown lands. However, that was not
much to the point. The danger of the spread
of this weed was a serious one. The weed
seemed to be throwing out tentacles in all
directions. Its original habitat was in the
mountainous districts of Bright, but it had
spread to various parts of that locality,
and elsewhere in Victoria, and it had also
been sent in fodder to neighbouring States.
He had had a report on the matter, and it
was very specific in its various details. Experiments had been made as to the best
means of destroying the weed. Of all the
weeds that appeared in the State St.
John's Wort see:ned to be the most useless.
Stock would eat or at'tempt to eat most
other weeds, but to this weed thev had a
r.att~ral aversion. It took compl~te pas·
seSSIOn of the land. Experiments showed
that it could be entirely eradicated; but the
cost amounted to a great deal; the successful experiment, if applied, would cost £8
per acre. It was the application of a poison: Of co~rse, it would be hardly worth
whIle spending £8 an acre on land that
was only worth £1: or even less, p~r acre,
except for preventmg the spread of the
pest. Recognising that St. John's Wort
was a ~ery great danger to both pastoral
and agncultural lands, he felt it was the
duty of the Government to make still further experiments, and, as a sum of money
had been provided for that purpose by the
Treasurer, those further experiments were
now being made. He trusted that the outcome would be the discovery of some
cheaper means at eradicating the pest, but
there would have to be co-operation between the State and the private owners of
land in dealing with the weed.
Mr. Murray.

Account.

Mr. GAUNSON asked if the Treasurer
was in a position to state what the expense
of Government advertisements amounted to;
if not, had he any objection to furnish a return? It would open the eyes of honorable members.
Mr. HANNAH remarked that when he
previously addressed the Committee, not
knowing the forms of the House, he left
untouched three or four very important
questions of the greatest moment to those he
had been sent there to represent. He wanted
to draw the attention of honorable members,
and particularly of the Minister of Railways, to a very sad case that appeared in
last week)s Z'ocsin, of a certain individual
called Mr. Cherry. Now, the Minister of
Railways must admit that, if Mr. Tait was
going to be allowed to carry out his mandate in connexion with that particular case,
as he had done in other cases, it was
just about time this H'Ouse spoke out. He
had got all the reliable information he
could in connexion with this particular
case.
He was given to understand that
the gentleman in question was injured in
the service, and after being practically reinstated, or put into a position, he had now
been compelled t'O quit the service altogether, although he had paid some £100
in premiums. I t was a case that called for
urgent attention. There were two or three
other matters he wished the Treasurer to.
touch on in his reply to honorable members' observations. One was the item of
£850 for the G'Overnor's travelling expenses. Was that money for the travelling expenses of the Governor, and of those
who usually went about the country with
His Excellency? If so, he thought it was
a fairly large amount, about which some
explanation should be given by the Treasurer, in view of the retrenchment of men
and ,romen in the service. He desired to
draw attention to the vote for the Maffra
Beet Sugar Factory. It was only £83,
but as a new member, he would like to
know the Government intentions with regard to this factory. A few years ago, the
Government were induced by a then prominent member of the Assembl v to enter
into the beet sugar industry, and"' honorable
members ought to be informed ,vhether
anything further was going to be done with
a view to put to some use that huge factory at Maffra, and all the machinery that
had been erected there, largely at the expense of the country. In connexion with
the vote of £35°,0'00 for the Victorian
Railways, he desired to point out that a
number of men, who had been in the service
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for some two years, had been discharged.
There were close upon 100 just outside
Parliament House that day.
NIr. SOLLY.-Close on ISO.

\
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a large number of men who were now
barred from getting employment in other
avenues outside. If the Government did
something in this direction, they would at
least show that they had not such hard
Mr. HANNAH said he would ask the hearts after all. He believed these men
head 'Of the Government if he knew that, had justice on their side. He and his coljust prior to the elections, some. of these, league had been given an opportunity of
men were promised permanent work, but specially representing the railway men, amI
immediatel y the elections were over, they he could assure honorable members that the
were discharged? Many of them had to 6me had arrived in Victoria when some
come back to :Melbourne, and then return special representation was required. The
to Geelong, to get paid. It seemed to him :Minister of Lands was credited with a very
that what had transpired to-day in con- large heart, and he trusted that that honnexion with the' administration of the rail- orable gentleman would lend a very symways ought to be very quickly brought un- pathetic ear to the plea which was being
der the attention of the Government and put forward for consideration for these
Parliament. He was not going to trouble men, If the Government would do this,
the Premier any' further on the present and do it speedily, then probably they
occasion, however, knowing that the henor- would not find the representatives of the
able gentleman was
unwell,
other- railway service and the public service such
up
a thorns in their sides as had been predicted.
wise he would have
taken
little more of the time of the Committee. The time had come when the Government
He had been sent into this House by a in the interests of Victoria must wake up
number of men to see that these legitimate to a sense of their duties, and he trusted
grievances were redressed as quickly as pos- that speedy attention would be given to some
sible. The honorable member for Stawell of the questions that had been mentioned
and Ararat would agree with him that in this evening.
his district there were grievances that re:YIr. BENT observed that he knew noquired' very speedy amelioration, and the
thing
at all about the statement made by
same thing applied to many other districts.
,He trusted that the Premier would put his the honorable member for the Railways Serfoot down, particularly on the question of vice (Mr. Solly). He understood that 1,000
the hours. As the leader of the Opposi- men were put on two years ago illegally and
tion had said, this was a matter that hon- improperly, and were getting 6s. a day.
orab!e members would have to take a stand A good many people outside the fence would
upon immediately. He was in the House be very glad to get that. He could only
as an advocate of the eight hours principle. tell the honorable member that there was no
There was nobod.y who should endeavour money taken off to save the Estimates. On
to appl v that principle more effectively the contrary, he put on £20,000 so that
than those who had charge of the State work could go on
railways. Outside employers were expected , Mr. SOLLY.--There was a distinct proto obserye the eight hours principle, but if mise made by the Commissioners that· the
the Government of the day introduced what line repairers should receive 6s. 6d. per
was practically a ten hours system, then day.
very soon the question of an eight hours
NIr. BENT said that it remained to be
day would have td be >fought all over proved that that promise was made. He
again outside.
He appealed to the had not yet seen it proved. With regard to
Premier to see if something could the remarks of the honorable member for
not be done immediately for those men who , the Railways Service (Mr. Hannah), it was
were out of employment as the result of the not a bit of good for the honorable member
late strike. The whole question was nOw to talk about what he was going to do. It
practicall y settled, and he hoped the House would not affect him (l\.fr. Bent) one bit,
would soon have an opportunity of deal- because he would do what was right, apart
ing fairly with those men, even if it only altogether from what the honorable member
meant giving them some casual employment. said. Parliament had handed over certain
The Premier had shown sometimes that he work to the Railwavs Commissioners, and he
had a large heart, and he trusted that the had done nothing - to interfere with them
honorable gentleman would now approach durin!! the time he had been Minister of
this question, forgetting anything that had Railwavs. Of course, he would ask the
transpir'ed in the past, in the interests of Commissioners about the matters that had
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been referred to. It was his duty to ask. idea as to what should be done. He would
With regard to the man Cherry, he was told adopt. the honorable member's suggestion
that he was po good. With 'regard to the in that matter, and be happy to receive any
complaint made by the honorable member other suggestions he could make. The Gofor the Public Service, he would be most vernment would have a look at the propohappy to obtain the information. It had sition of the honorable member about the
occurred to him that, instead of putting a publication of a daily Hansard.
list of land in the Government Gazette, the
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Will you circulate
Government should advertise to the whole additional copies of Hansard?
world the fact that there was land available
Mr, BENT;-Oh, yes. He' was very
in Victoria. In the Government Gazette, much obliged for the assistance that honorwhich he held in his hand, long lists were able members had given him to facilitate
published of areas of land of 300 and 400 the gran.ting of supp.ly. He would look velY
acres which nobody knew anything at all closely mto the vanous questions that had,
about. If the honorable member for Mary- been raised by honof(l.ble members.
borough would restrain himself until toThe motion was agreed to.
morrow, he would see that the Government
The resolution was reported to the
were going in for a large forest policy.
House, and adopted.
1\1r. OUTTRIM.-I hope you will, and I
will support you in it.
'WAYS AND MEANS.
Mr. BENT said that the honorable memThe House having resolved itself into
ber for Barwon was in trouble about potatoes. He would ask about that question, Committee of Ways and Means,
Mr. BENT moved. and he had made a note of the matter referred to by the honorable member for
Th~t towa::ds making good the supply granted
to HIS Majesty for the service of the year
Bulla.
0 4-5, the sum of £928,063 be granted out of the
Mr. SOLLY.-What about the house ac- 19
consolIdated revenue of Victoria.
commodation of railway employes?
The motion was agreed to, and the resoMr. BENT said he was going to ask
about that. He did not want the employes lution was reported to the House.
to live in hovels. He would make inquiry,
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
and report to the House.
i\ir. SOLLY.-Is tpe Government agree(No. I).
able that the order should issue for the
The resolution passed in Committee of
signalmen to be compelled to work ten Ways and Means was adopted.
hours a day?
Authority being given to Mr. Bent and
Mr. BEKT said he would consult the Sir Samuel Gillott to introduce a Bill to
Cabinet on that question. He was only one carry out the resolution,
of the Government.
Mr. BENT brought up a Bill" to apply
Mr. LEMMoN.-What about your states- out of the consolidated revenue the sum of
manlike policy with regard to th.e port?
£9 28 , 06 3 to the service of the year
}Ir. BEKT said that he was glad the 19 0 4- 5," and moved that it be read a first
honorable member for Williamstown had ad- time.
mitted that the Government policy in that
The motion was agreed to.
regard was statesmanlike. It was certainly
The Bill was then reaa a first time, and
most statesmanlike.
was afterwards passed through its remain~Ir. HANNAH.-What about the Governor's ing stages.
travelling expenses?'
~Ir. BENT said the House did not like
INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF
talking about the Governor. There was no
LUNATIC ASYLUMS.
doubt that the travelling expenses in all
Mr. GAUNSON asked if notice of modepartments were too much, and he would
,J
tion could be given to-night for to-morrow
like to reduce them.
}
Mr. COLECHIN.-What about the Hope- night? 'He wanted to stop the appointment of any persons outside this State,
toun channel?
Mr. BENT said that question was too whether military men or civilians, to .posibig for him to deal with now. He wished tions in the service of Victoria. The people
to inform the honorable member for Allan- paid the piper, and he particularly wished )
dale that it was intended to bring down the to see the appointment of the InspectorBudget about the middle of August. The General of Lunatic Asylums confined to aphonorable member seemed to have a good plicants from inside Victoria.
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Mr. BENT.-There will be nothing done
with that this week. No appointment can
be made this week.
...
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS.
Mr. BENT stated that the Government
would be happy to let members go on with
private members' business to-morrow. He
simp'ly desired to pass the Surplus Revenue
Bill to-morrow, for he proposed to bring
down £360,000 for various works, some of
which had been referred to to-night by honorable members. The Minister of Lands
was p~epared also to move the second'reading of the Closer Settlement Bill.
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at ten minutes to
ten o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
TIT ednesda)" July 6, z 904.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at twelve
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read
-the prayer.
POLICE OFFENCES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR moved for
'leave to introduce a Bill to amend the
Police Offences Act.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read a
first time.
CONSTITUTION ACT 1903
AMEND}'vTENT BILL.
The Han. W. J. E VAN S moved for
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the
'Constitution Act T903.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read a
lirst time.
THE

GOVERXO~S

SPEECH.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
The debate (adjourned from the previous
,day), on the Hon. F. Stuart's motion for
\
~ ,the adoption of an Address-in-Reply to the
\ 'Governor's Speech, was resumed.
The Hon. J. Y. McDONALD.-We are
. 'promised, in the Governor's speech, legislation to bring about closer settlement.
Whilst I agree with the principle, I do
.not think there is any need for compulsory
I
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purchase. There is plenty of land available, and I think no compulsion is needed.
The mining industry is languishing, and
something should be done to revive it and to
encourage investment. I hope that s'Omething will be done to induce the investment
of capital from outside 1n the development
of many of our partially worked-out fields.
There is no better means of investment
:than is afforded in some of these mining
districts. If legislation could be passed to
encourage foreign capital to come in,
I am quite sure that we should have a revival of that very important industry.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD.~I do not
intend to sa v verv much on this occasion.
vVe have h~d s;me interesting speeches,
especially:-if I may be allowed t'O say sofrom some of the ne,v members. We have
also had something very instructive from
one of our old members. My honorable
friend, Mr. Melville, has given us a kind of
disquisition upon what he has read in Dr.
Hearn's work, and in the w'Orks of other
authors, as to the duty of members, on being
returned here, not to allow themselves to be
tied do\vn by any sp~cial pledge to follow
any particular course; and I am quite sure
that what he said in reference to that mat·
ter will commend itself to members of the
House generally. At the same time, we
must all bear in mind that if a man is returned fo a deliberative body like this, he is
returned because he holds certain opinions
on certain questions which are interesting
to the public at that particular time. If he
did not hold those opinions he probably
would not be returned at all; and, holding
them, and having been returned on the
strength of that fact, he is bound, so far
as he can, to support them when he comes
into this Chamber. No doubt every man
should come here with his mind ftee and
unbiased to a certain extent, and ready
to listen t'O any argument that may be adduced in reference to any of these questions, either pro or con / and, having listened to those arguments, if he is
then convinced that the opinions he' previ0usly entertained are wrong, I consider it
his duty n'Ot to do as Mr. Melville suggested-chuck overboard alI that he has
stated on previous occasions, and vote in
accordance with his new convictions-but
it is his plain and manifest duty to return
to his constituents the trust they have
placed in him, and it is then for them to
say whether, with his altered opinions, he
shall continue as their representative or
whether he ~hal1 stand aside and all'Ow
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some O'ne else to be elected in his place.
If that plan were carried eut, I am sure
it weuld add considerablv to' the interest
ef our debates, because a g~eat many gentlemen who come into these Chambers-I do
not allude specifically to this Chambereften say in effect, "Oh, yes, I am epen
to conviction, but I sheuld like to see the
I think a
man who could convince me."
geed many of us are ef that disposition.
convinced
Therefore,
when we are
against our will, it is not desirable that we
should be "of the sanle opinion still."
But I think that all this teaches us one
thing in particular, and that is, that it is
very desirable to get a " walk-over."
Mr.
President, you, in conjunction with myself
and several other honorable members,
ha,'e realized the pleasantness ef that pesitien, and I would strongly recommend any
honorable member, and especially those
who feei bound to continue to entertain the
same opinions as of old, to endeavour to'
secure a "walk-over," because they will
then be under no kind of' obligation as to
what they have said, and there will be no
chance of their having their previow~ utterances thrown in their faces, and being
stigmatized as "turn-coats."
I think the
most comfertable advice is to get a " walkover" if you can, and never mind what persons in another place are fond of saying,
"Oh, you never go before your constituents for re-election.
You are only old
fegies whO' are returned without a cO'ntest."
Now, in my opinion, the fact that a man is
returned without a contest is the very best
proof that his constituents entertain a satisfactory opinion as to his capabilities. They
may not agree with you on every point,
but they have confidence in your judgment,
discretion, and honesty. They send you
here io representthem to the very best ef
your ability, and to pass legislation on all
matters that come before you in the
interests, nO't of a section of the community,
but of the whole people. There are several
things in the Governor's speech that have
been touched on by nearly every speaker
in this debate, and first ef all there is the
land question. It requires, I think, some
little courage not to jein in the general
chorus of approval about closer settlement.
Almost every honorable member says, "I
am a strong believer in closer settlement;
it is what is wanted to drag the country out
of its present decadence." W ell, I also am
a supporter ef closer settlement, but not to
the extreme extent that some honorable
members have suggested. In this matter
Hon. T. C. Harwo9d.
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I think there is very great dange~ of geing
a little too fast. Cleser settlement is an
t admirable thing, but it is ef very little use
unless yeu have the people who are to be
settl~d on that land.; and although we are
told that so many hundreds of people have
been put en the land in connexien
with the purchases that have already been
made by the Government, I cannot help reflecting that those people have simply been
moved like the pawns on a chess-beard from
one district to anether, very often from
neighbouring estates, and that Australia has
been benefited very little indeed by the
persons who have taken up the land. What
we really want before we enter upon a
grand system of closer settlement is to
bring people here.
We must legislate in such a way as to persuade
the people in other countries that they
will have opportunities of benefiting themsel ves if they come here, and of making
homes for themselves as small farmers.
I t is very difficult indeed at the present
time to induce people .to ceme here at all.
I have lately. been in Great Britain, and I
made it my business to talk about this matter as much as I possibly could to the
people I met., and honerable members
would be astonished at the feeling that I
found to prevail among all classes in the
old country about Australia. It is looked
upon as a'tabooed country. The folks at
home say-" You don't want us in Australia; all you want is to keep us out. Look
at the six hatters case."
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-The worst
thing that ever happened for Australia.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD.-I found
that people in England are singularly ignorant abeut Australia. They do not even
know anything about the principal cities
in this countrv. One man wanted to know
how far Victoria was from' Melbourne. It
took me a great deal of time to explain
to him how far it was, and I only su~ceeded
at last in doing so by saying that it was.
exactly the same. distance as from England
to London. I can assure honorable members that the reports about the six ('
hatters case, and about the difficulties that
are put in the way of people coming here,
especially the educatien test, have been pub- )
lished, not only in the London papers but I
in a great many of the papers in the Eng- (
lish provinces. People at home talk abeut
these things amongst themselves, and they
possibly know as much about them as we
de here. What we need to do is to get rid
of that feeling, if we can, and inspire a
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feeling of confidence among people in Great
Britain that if they come here they will be
well received, and will have every opportunity of cultivating the land and making
homes for themselves. I f that is done, a
system of closer settlement may be entered
upon \"'ith some chance of success. I am
utterly opposed, however, to the principle
of compulsory purchase. From what I have
been told by competent authorities, I believe that there are large quantities of land
which the Government might easily obtam
if thev are willing to pay a fair price fof'
it. I 'do not mean to say that circumstances
may not arise in which it will be not only
necessarY, but perfectly just, to take a man's
land. -VVe take it for railway purposes,
and for some other things; but in those
cases it is taken for the benefit of the public as a whole. In connexion, however,
with closer settlement, if compulsory purchase is adopted, land will be taken compulsorily from one person, at' what may
be an unfair price, for the benefit of some
other man who wants to go on the land.
That is the real position, and I cannot see
the justice of it.
If anything of that
kind is proposed I shall be a strong
opponent of it. I f a Bill is introduced
for that purpose it will have no .countenance from me at all, and I shall feel bound
to vote against it to the very utmost. 'N e
have been told that the present Government
does not propose to ask for such a power
as that, except upon a vote of both Houses.
That would certainly minimize the ill effects of the principle, and probably, if
both Chambers saw that it was a case of
absolute necessity that certain land should
be taken at a certain price, there might be
some reason for the adoptioll of that course;
but the main principle to which we should
adhere is this, that a man's own estate
ought to be sacred, and ought not to be
taken. from him under any pretence whatever.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-An Englishman's house is his castle.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD.-Yes, and
somet.imes it is his prison. A good deal
has also been said in the course of this debate on some other matters. The income
tax, we are told, is to be reduced. I was
very sorry to hear the statement of my
honorable friend, Mr. Stuart, that he regretted that any such reduction was proposed. He advocated the income tax as
being perfectly fair, and I quite agree that
it is as fair as any tax t.hat can be devised.
A man pays the tax according to his in-
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come, and if he is heavily taxed it is because his income is heavy. But the alteration we want in our Income Tax Act is to
prevent it oppressing-and it was meant to
oppress-those who live out of Victoria.
There was almost a mania some time ago
about taxing the absentee, and making it
a dreadful offence for a man to live out
of the State. In my opinion, the rates on
property are unduly high, and have the effect of driving capital from Victoria to a
very large extent.
Those people say-·
""Vhat is the use of investing money in
Victoria, when a great portion of it will be
immediat.ely taken from us by way of income tax?" I rejoice, therefore, that this
Government has the courage of its opinion,
and intends to reduce those rates. I would
like now to sav a word with reference to
Mr. Balfour's 'remarks about the referendum that has been taken on the questio'n
of Scripture reading in State schools. That
matter is not mentioned in the Governor's
speech. The honorable member seemed to
think that it ought to have been, and I
agree with him that something might have
been said about it. Mr. Balfour has given
us the figures of the voting, and I quite
agree with the inference that he draws from
those figures. In my opinion, the figures
speak trumpet-tongued to the effect that there
are thousands of persons who voted" Yes"
to the first question, who at the same time
desired to have the Scripture lessons introduced int.o the school curriculum. To say
that, because the answer has been " Yes"
to the first question, therefore the Education
Act is to remain secular, as at present, is
reall y no answer at all to the point that
was so well put by Mr. Balfour. The honorable member says that we have not heard
the last of the questio~; but I am inclined to agree with Mr. Rees that
it is " as dead as Julius
Cresar."
At the same time, if the question is agitated still further, I wish success to those
who are in favour of Scripture lessons.
One fact which the recent referendum
appears to me to have established, beyond all doubt, is the folly of endeavouring
to settle any such question as this by that
means. Mr. Balfour told us that on two
occasions he had voted in favour of a referendum. . On each of those occasions I
voted against it, and I am quite satisfied
with the vote I gave at that time. It has
been shown distinctly that it is impossible
by means of the referendum to get anything
like an intelligent opinion from the whole
community upon a particular question. You
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cannot make every man understand the
point at issue, Besides, what is the use
of our being elected to represent the people
if we are to be got rid of by the adoption
of what is called the referendum? We
might as well retire altogether, and allow
all legislation to be dealt with in that way.
The present referendum has been a rather
peculiar one, inasmuch as it is the act of
the Ministry itself. It is just possible that
a case might arise· in which it would be
desirable to take the opinion of the community generally on a particular point,
but that should only be done by an Act of
the Legislative Chambers. Those Chambers could then decide upon the precise
form of the questions to be put, and upon
the meaning of the replies given. There
would then be something· to bind the two
Chambers, to a certain extent, to carry out
the opinion expressed by the people. But
a referendum, ·taken at the instance of an
autocratic Premier, does not settle the question at all. It still has to be legislated
upon by Parliament, and some honorable
members may say that they will not be
bound by the result of the referendum. In
conclusion, I think I may congratulate this
Chamber upon the acquisition of the new
members. So far as I have heard them,
I think they will be able to do good service
to the country. Mr. Evans has already
given notice of his intention to introduce
a Bill' to amend the Constitution Act that
was passed last year, by repealing the separate representation clauses. J f he succeeds
in carrying such a measure, he will be
virtually committing the happy despatch,
because the seat he now occupies will no
longer exist, and he will have to retire from
this Chamber. That is a piece of self-immolation for which he should be thanked.
If the operation of that measure were
limited to this Chamber, I would give it
my support. I am not speaking of another
place, but, so far as the Legislative Council is concerned, I have always considered
that there is no necessity for that legislation with respect to separate representation.
The civil service have brought no undue
pressure to bear upon the constituents of
this Chamber. Those constituents were always perfectly free to elect whom they
pleased, free from threats of any kind, and
I regret very much that the then Premier did
not accept the proposal of this Chamber
to exclude it from the operation of the
sE.:parate representation clauses. All those
civil servants' who were entitled to vote
for the Legislative Council, should have
Hon. T. C. Harwood.
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had their votes preserved for them.
I
presume that Mr. Evans proposes to ask
us to rescind that legislation in reference
to both Chambers. In my opinion such a
measure will not have much chance of success, but if it is limited to this Chamber,
I, for one, will be quite ready to support it.
The Han. H. W. H. IRVINE.-I intend to refer very briefly to the proposals
of the Government as foreshadowed in the
Governor's speech. Judging by the newspapers this morning, there is ample evi-dence that the Government intend to introduce certain measures, of which notice has
already been given, and which may be considered of ·vital importance to the- interests
and welfare of the country generally. "Vhen
these Bills come before us, I have no doubt
we will do our best to consider, and, if
possible, adopt them, because I think we
are unprejudiced as a House of revie,,,. I
am sure we all agree that ma'ny of the
proposals 6f the Government are of national importance, and some of them will
receive our most hearty and cordial support. Others may not receive that support,
but I believe that if some of them were
adopted, they would make for the general
prosperity and benefit of the community.
I think that is more or less what we are
all striving Jor-the development of the
resources of the country. We know that
if we are to increase our population on the
land we must endeavour, by all legitimate
methods, to promote the interests of the
producer, but we must not resort to anv
socialistic legislation directed to that end.
I am totally opposed to any steps being
taken in that direction. We recognise that
every effort must be made on commercial
lines to bring about prosperity, and to estaJ;>lish the people here.
My honorable
fnend, Mr. Harwood, has just remarked
very truly that our present system of settlement is ~imply like a man playing· chess,
and movmg a pawn from one square to
another. That is the position we have
been in for some time. We have had no
new population. A large number of our
old population has drifted away to other
States and other countries, and there has
been no influx of popUlation to make up
the loss. What we need to' do in order
to bI ing about an increased population is
to cease taxing the producer to an undue
extent, and to place the burden of taxation
chiefly on the
shoulders
of
those
best
able
to
bear
it.
who are
The greater our population the less our
individual taxation.
One very important
I
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matter has been overlooked by many honor- them on the land.
I am totally opposed to
able members, and that is the administration the compulsory purchase of land for closer
of the various Departments of the State. settlement, because I do not believe in coerMost of the members present are business cion in an~ s,hape or form.
There are any
men, and would not conduct their businesses amount of Cr?wn lands :tvailable, and any
on the same lines as the State departments amount of prIvate lands offered at reasonare conducted to-day.
We lack efficient able prices, which would enable settlers
administration. If we had better adminis- who obtained extended terms to make satistration, and less legislation, it would be factory profits and become esta.blished on
better for all of us. In the past we have had the soil. I do not think any proposal for
too much legislation and not enough effi- the compulsory purchase of land should
We have to bear the great
cient administration. If the laws already be entertained.
enacted were enforced, it would be better expense of the various Departments of State,
for us all, and there would be ~reater pros- and we are entitled to ask that those Deperity generally. We have huge Depart- partments shall be administered on comments of State properly organized, but most mercia~ principles.
We want less depart.
inefficiently administered:
Possibly that is mentalIsm and, more commercialism.
If
owing' to frequent changes of Government, we can get the Departments carried on as
and to the fact that the heads of the De- a business man would carryon his own
partments have not the power they might business it would be. better for the people
possibly possess.
A business m~n puts ¥enerally. Th~ revelations of the inquiry
a man in charge of his concern, advIses and mto the butter mdustry show how the Agriconsults' with him and conducts his business cultural Department has been conducted,
on certain lines,' but in connexion with' but the same thing applies to all other Dethe Government of the country we nass partments, and to every branch in connexion
certain resolutions, as we passed resolutions with
those
Departments,
viticultural.
in connexion with separate representation, fo!estry, water, irrigation, lands, and every~
one day, and somebody comes forward next thmg else. Mr. Rees referred to the failure
day and wants them knocked out, and SO.me- of the 'water conservation and irrigation
That cannot possIbly schemes, which we all know was more or less
thing else put in.
conduce to prosperity, or to the permanent caused through bad and faulty administraIt can- tion.
If the Government of the day and
settling of the people on the soi!.
not be beneficial to any of us.
If our future Governments; instead of tryl~g to
State Departments were administered de- enflct new legislation, would confine themcentlv on sound, practical business lines, we ~elves to proper and efficient administration,
oucrht' to prosper. We have magnificent It would be far better for the whole of the
as;ets, plenty of land for grazing and agri- people.
Instead of allowing our fellow
culture and for mining for gold, coal, and citizens to go to other States, we would
We have a good rainfall, enable them to be retained here. We ought
other ~inerals.
and there is plenty of water running to to offer them every inducement and facility
waste hom the Goulburn and the Murray to remain here.
As one who has some
every year, because we have taken n~ effi- knowledge of mining, I know that very
cient steps to conserve the water WIth a large leases in the province I represent have
I
view to the settlement of the people on the been shepherded for many years past.
soil.
We have had magnificent forests, am thinking of one particularly just now.
and we have a little of them left.
But it I do not know whether my honorable colis about time that the State Departments, league, Mr. Brown, has had it brought
created in the interest of the general tax- under his notice, but it is a case in which
payer, were properly 'and efficiently admini- a party told me they have been watching
stered so as to conserve our assets, help to an alluviaT lead for two or three years,
reduce taxation and increase our capital, always getting exemptions, but just a~ they
which is practically being frittered away were 'Prepared to find the' money and exfor very little result.
N a business man pected to get the ground, they found that
would conduct his affairs all. the same lines a new ~ease had been applied for.
The
as the Government are conducting their's consequence is that nine of the men who
If he did he would soon be in would have formed a co-operative party to
to-day.
In the past various work that ground are now in Western Austhe Insolvency Court.
Governments have been working towards the tralia, instead of remaining in the district.
Insolvency Court, because they have b~en That is the result of faulty administration,
driving people away, instead of settlIng which applies to all our Departments. We
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have very good law~, but they are not administered as they should be.
The Hon. W. B. GRAy.-The lease you
allude to is not issued yet.
The Han. H. W. H. IRVINE.-I am not
speaking of the deep lead the honorable
member alludes to, but of a lead that is
only 70 or 80 feet deep
If our mining
laws were effectively administered, many
of our miners would have remained here
instead of flocking to Western Australia
and other places.
The more population
we get the better the market for our products, because of the greater consumption.
But we can only get that market by retaining our population, keeping them employed
and contented by giving them some hope
and chance of improving their position.
That is all we want generally.
If we get
population we must become a more or
Weare a
less prosperous pe~ple.
retrogressive people to-day, and there is no
prosperity' here. The Governor's speech
refers to the general prosperity, but as. a
business man, I know that only people m
certain conditions and circumstances of life
are able to purchase anything in the way of
luxuries.
Other people have not the
means to do so, and are not likely to have
if the same legislation continues, and there
is the same lack of efficiency in the administration of the State Departments. We
must have a forward policy in connexion
with that administration if we are to prosper ami progress.
I am quite in accord
with many of the proposals of the Government, foreshadowed in the Governor's
speech, but if we want people to settle
here, we must give them every induceme?t
in the shape of necessary roads and rallways, but always on commercial lines. We
cannot afford to tax those already here for
the benefit of those who' come heIeafter to
trtke advantage of the opportunities thus
provided.
,\\Te must try to deal with the
matter effectivelv on commercial lines. It
does r.ot mean,' as l\lr. Evans suggested,
working ten or twelve hours a day, b~t
fourteen or sixteen hours a day on the SOIL
However, those men work for their own
homes and to improve their positions, and
enabl; them to educate and bring up their
f2..milies.
Eyervbodv else has to do the
same.
The Sui.te Departments ought to
be conducted on the same lines as the present Commissioner of Railways, with' his
co-Commissioners, is follo'wing in the management of our railways.
I do not think
the railway employes will have .any cause
to complain after a short time, because I
am sure Mr. Tait is a just man, and has
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come here with the very best intentions to
do what he con'ceives to be right, and try
to balance the fmances of the Railway Department.
It would be very unjust at this
stage to pass any criticism on the Commissioner and his co-Commissioners, because Mr. Tait came here at a period of
stress and trouble, and has had a very trying time.
Happily there was a pretty
good season, but it was solely because of
his able and active administration that we
never felt the glut of grain which was carlied regularly to Melbourne without complaint from the various sources of supply.
We never had such a crop as that of last
season, and never such efficiency in the
administration of the Railway Department.
That ·speaks volumes for the Commissioner and his colleagues.
I recognise
that Mr. Evans was right in referring to the
subject, but we must not overlook the fact
that those who are employed in the Public
Service are employed all the year round,
and have no wet or off days.
They are always in the inner ring, while others in the
oute!" ring are sometimes employed and
sometimes out of work. The men in the
Public Service are, therefore, in the best
position.
The Hon. W. J. EVANs.-That is no
reason whv they should be treated un"
fairly.
The Han. H. ,\\T. H. IRVINE.-I do not
think they have been treated unfairly, and
I am certain that this House would not be
willing to see them treated unfairly. Up
to the present they have been treated very
fairly, allowing for the period, the new
position, and other circumstances.
In a
little time, possibly a few months, the
honorable member's mind may be relieved.
I. think the Commissioner has the very
best intentions towards the railway employes. If we had not got a surplus
from the railways, we would have only
just balanced accounts, or, perhaps, had a
deficit.
\Ve do not want any more deficits) we have alwaH been suffering from
defiCIts, more or less.
It must be recognised that times are very different from
what they were, and every business man in.
the community is suffering in consequence.
People have not the same spending power
as they used to have.
I approve of the
purely commercial proposals of the Gover~m~nt, except where they may verge on
SOCIalIsm, to which I am opposed.
I believe this Chamber will agree to any commercial proposals with regard to water can.
servation, forestry, or settlement of the
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people on the land, because the more people we establish on the soil the better will
be our position, the . lighter our individual
taxation, and the greater the consumption
of what we produce. That is the result
we are trying to achieve, and I think the
Government must fully recognise the fact
ill framing their proposals.
I am sure
that we will accord the Ministerial measures earnest and hearty support, as far as
we can, but they must be framed on commercial lines, and show every due respect to
vested interests.
We are bound to respect
vested interests, and the rights of those
who have acquired land under certain conditions in the past. "\Ve do not utilize our
State organizations as we o~lght to do. Any
business man who has laid the foundation
of a large business concern, built a capacious warehouse and fitted it with efficient
. machinery,
carryon his business on
commercial lines if he wants to remain solvent, and not only try to make ends meet .
so that he may pay 2 os. in the £1, but also
have a little in hand to provide a sinking
fund for the return of his capital, as 'well as
provide his living expenses. Unfortunately,
the same thing does not apply to our State
Departments, more or less, I suppose
through the changes of Government at different periods.
The heads of the State
Departments ought to be the managers of
our concerns, because we are more or less a
business people, all working with one object in view, all trying to achieve success,
restore prosperity, keep the people on the
land, and make them contented, instead of
discontented as they are to-day.
Why
are they discontented-? Because of fault~T
administration. If the heads of Departments are capable of filling their positions,
they should be endowed 'with more power.
They should have the right of suggesting
or submitting certain proposals to the Minister of the day, who could approve or disapprove of them as he thought fit. There
ought not to be a constant succession of
changes in the methods of administration.
The men in charge of the
State Departments to-day are practically irresponsible, because they simply refer
everything to their Ministers. The result is
constant drift. and we want to stop that
drift. The Government desire to do so.
and likewise to restore prosperity.
They
have come to us with several commercial
proposals in connexion with the forests,
water conservation, and other things, proposals which the members of this House, as
business men, \vill consider carefully, and
accept, amend, or reject them as they deem
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best in the interests of the people generally.
This House sincerely desires to help to
restore prosperity to Victoria. This Chamber parted with certain rights and privileges
it possessed in the belief that the liberalization of the Council would promote the bes~
interests of the people, but we parted with
those rights and privileges with the distinct
know ledge that this new Council would
have the power of suggesting amendments
in Money Bills. That is a power, I think,
this Chamber should always have possessed.
It is a great regret to me, and it must be
to others, that the Council never possessed
that power before.
But if that f-O\yer is
practically allowed to become a dead letter,
as it appeared to me it was last night, it
will not be of much advantage to this Chamber or to the taxpayers we represent. Last
night a Supply Bill for very nearly
£1,000,000 sterling was rushed through
hurriedl y in a few minutes, although the
~1inister in charge of the measure could
not answer a single question as to various
items in the schedule that was accompanying the Bill. I am not now referring to the Attorney-General, but to the
'Minister of Public Instruction, who could
not answer a single question that was
If
asked in reference to the schedule.
this House is to have any power in the
way of making suggestions for the amendment. of Money Bills, I think that every
SupplY Bill should come up at least 24
hours "before we are expected to deal with
it, and it should be accompanied by full
explanations of the proposed items of expenditure.
The Minister in charge of the
Bill, whose dutv it is to care for the in,
terests of the pe~ple, should be prepared to
answer any question concerning the proposals in each Money Bill. The members of
this House are no longer irresponsible in
refel-ence to Money Bills. They cannot now
say~ as they have said in the past, that they
have nor the power to dot an "i" or cross a
" t " in a :Money Bill. Honorable members
~lre amenable to their constituents now, and
should carefully scan every Money Bill in
the interests of those constituents and of
the country generally.
I think it is only
riaht that we should have at least 24 hours
toO consider the votes in each Supply Bill,
so that we may know what is proposed to
be done with the money.
The members of
this House should insist on that arrangement.
I was very dissatisfied last niqht,
and feel so still, because I was one of those
present in this Chamber who agreed to a
Supply Bill for nearly £1,000,000 without
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being furnished with any information except the bare statement of facts in the
schedule accompanying the Bill.
Apart
from that, 'we did not know where the
money was going to.
That is a most unsatisfactory position, because we parted
with certain rights and privileges in consideration of the power to suggest amendments in ~loney Bills being granted to thi~
Chamber, in the interests of the taxpayers we represent, and we represent
practically every taxpayer in the State-everv man who has any Vested interest in
the State.
If ,,'e demur or object to any
item in a ~'1oney Bill, we ought to express
our objection, and act accordingly.
The Han. J. XL DAVIEs.-There were
no items at all in the Bill passed last night.
The Hon. H. \V. H. IRVINE.-The Bill
dealt with supply for 1904-5, which surely
includes expenditure to be incurred.
Is
not that so?
The' Minister does not
Now,
answel, so I conclude I am right.
as some of us might disagree with certain
proposed expenditure, it was consequently
wrong, and more or less of a fraud, to bring
before us a Bill of that nature with no in.
formation at all.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I think that
expression is hardly in order.
The PRESIDENT.-Order !
The Han. H. W. H. IRVINE.-I did
not mean it in the sense in which the Attorney-General takes it.
I mean that it
was a misstatement of the facts, or, rather,
that we had no explanation with regard to
The Minister in charge
the expenditure.
of the Bill could not give us any explanation of any single item of expenditUle.
The Attorn~y-General came to his rescue,
It
and answered some of the questions.
was a mistake to furnish us with a bald
statement, and not give us any knowledge
of how the money is to be expended. In
future I intend to demur to any unexplained
proposals for the expenditure of public.
funds.
I think that the Government of
the day shoulci, as a matter of courtesy, as
well as a question of right, furnish full information as to how the various items are
to be expended, and give us at least 24
hours to consider the measure, so that we
may know what we are voting on.
I feel
satisfied this Council, in parting with the
rights and privileges I have alluded to,
neve.r intended that the people we represent should be practically unrepresented in
regard to Money Hills in the way they were
That is the way I look at
last night.
the matter.
I hope that the Government
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will do as I suggest in future, because there
will then be less friction, and we do not
want any friction at all.
What we want
is to progress and become prosperous. The
Government should make the key-note of
their policy efficient and practical administration of the State Departments, because
there is none of it to-day, Of, at any rate,
those Departments are not conducted on
such lines as I or any other business man
in
this
Chamber
would
attempt
to
conduct
his
own
business
on.
I felt very much annoyed about the way
the House was treated in regard to the
Supply Bill last night.
I hope that my
protest is going to do good, because it.is for
the benefit of the country that this House
should have a sav in money matters.
l\1v
interest in the pr~sperity of this State is a's
great as that of any other man. I have n,.
great belief in the country, and I do not
believe there is a better State in Australasia.
I am quite satisfied that, with good seasons
and proper administration, we must prosper.
I am satisfied that we must' settle people
upon the land, and that a wise policy and
wise administration will make for the benefit and the betterment of the working
classes, as well as of the people who have
any stake in the place.
The Hon. J. D. BROvV:K.-I ask the indulgence of honorable members for a few
minutes while I address myself to the question before the House-the adoption of an
Address in Reply to the spe~ch of His Excellency the Governor. In that speech His
Excellencv tells us that he desires our ad"ice and ~ssistance with regnrd to matters of
importance, which will be submitted by his
The ,first matter of importance
advisers.
I eferred to is the acquisition by the Crown
from private owners of land suitable for the
purpose of closer settlement. I think there
can be no objection to legislation of that
kind. The closer settlement of this State
must be to the advantage of the whole of
the people. But that land must be, and I
have no doubt that any land acquired by
the Crown for the purpose of re-selling it
to farmers will be, such land as can be oroperly cultivated, and that it will be within
a reasonable distance of the sea-board, and,
doubtless, within touch of the railwavs of
the State. The more people we get on ~mal1
sections of the land the better for the prosperity of the whole of the State. If com,
pulsory powers are granted by Parliament,
I do not think that it will be necessary ~t
any time to exercise them, because I strongl v
believe that, with the Lands Department
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I
administered in a business manner, there will not be the same liabilitv to error.
will always be land available for the re- notice in the press that one Minister, in
quirements of the people. I know that in addressing his constituents, suggested that
some quarters there is a fear. that, if the this matter of water conservation, and the
Government enter upon this buying and re- management of the water trusts, might be
selling of land, it may result in much loss put into the hands of a board appointed by
to the State. I do not think that it will. the Governor, some\\' hat on .the lines of the
?\1 y reason for holding that view is that we present board of management of the railhave had experience for many years of the ways, and altogether independent of politilending of money by the Savings Banks cal control. 1 think that would h:: a very
Commissioners under the Credit F oncier proper thing to do.
Of course the ai~
system to land-owners on the security of of the Government would be to get at the
their freeholds. That system has been in head of that board a gentleman who, like
operation for some years now, and I under- Mr. Tait, the Chairman of the Railways
stand that in very few cases are there any Commissioners, possesses experience and
arrears, but that the payments of interest know ledge of the business he is going to
and sinking fund are very well kept up underta lze. In these circumstances, I should
indeed. That is an evidence that, if pro- hope that, in future, when anv schemes of
per care is exercised by the Department in irrigation,. of a large nature' are entered
dealing with the new settlers who are put upon, there will not be the same liability
In large undertakings of this
on to the land, there need be no fear that to error.
the State wil,l be saddled with any loss. sort, both here and in other parts of the
There is a reference at the end of that world, it is quite impossible to expect
paragraph of the speech that it is the in- that there will not be mistakes made
Reference is made to
tention of the Government to acquire land now and again.
in the neighbourhood of towns, to enable some legislation about the matter of food
workmen to have small blocks, which they production. That is a subject admittedly
and their families may be able to cultivate. of very great importance. His Excellency
If such legislation as that is passed, I 'do refers to the necessity of making known
not think it will be operative. There are 'more widely the capabilities of the State
numbers of towns all over the State where in that direction.
I can support every
land of that character can be obtained on word that l\fr. Harwood said this afterbetter terms than, probably, in anv other noon, when he told the House how people
part of the world. The nec~ssity of Pilss- en the other side of the world are ignorant
ing an amending Lands Bill for the pur· of the resources of this State.
Some fifpose of thrmving open for selection in small teen years ago I had the opportunity of
areas land suitable for people of limited living in England for two or three years,
means, is also touched upon. That would and I was amazed at the dense ignorance
be a useful proposal if we had the land, that prevailed whenever I got 0utside of
but I understand that all the land which is merchants or bankers who had corresponstill in the hands of the Crown is either dence with the State.
I f YOU went, as I
not adjacent to railway lines, or is not very did, among the people of G~eat Britain, in
suitable for small people. The next matter towns distant from the metropolis, it was
that is intimatel v connected with the I and difficult to find a man who knew anything
question is that· of water conservation and about Victoria.
I do believe that if it
irrigation.
Everyone who has been in was possible to stop for an hour or two
this State for many years knows perfectly eve.ry person who went down Cheapside,
well that, in the past, very large sums of whIch IS probably one of the busiest streets
mone,' have been lost in the conduct of in the world, it would be found that 990
irriga"tion operations. N ecessaril y, the in- out of every 1,000 could not tell you where
troduction of an entirelv new scheme in a Melbourne was.
That seems a great reo
State like this must be attended with some flection upon our Agents-General and others
losses of that character. It is almost im- who have in the past represented this State
possible to expect that everyone of the in London.
Even fourteen or fifteen years
schemes will be successful.
Mistakes have ago, as this was, Canada was weTI adverbeen made through not laying out sufficiently t ised, and I heard people talking about
large basins for cp,tching the water, but I that country. I understand that it is now
have no doubt that, if new schemes are now even better advertised.
Even then evenproposed, the Government will benefit by ~me knew. ab~ut its resour~es and its ope;.
the experience of the past, and that there mgs for ImmIgrants, but It' ,vas difficult to
J
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find a man who knew anything at all about
Victoria. I hope that Mr. Taverner, who
is now in London, will be able to introduce
wme energy into the dissemination of information about the capability of this
State to support population, and that some
benefit will result from his residence in
London. We. have heard in this Chamber
several references to the necessity of bringing people from the other side of the world.
Before we do that, "[ think we should endeavour to keep those whom we have here.
,;ye know that a great number of our young
people, and others who are accustomed to
our methods here, have been obliged to go
away in recent years because there were no
openings for their employment here.
I
thought that the drift had ceased, but I
am sorry to say that the statistics for last
year show that it still continues. Whereas
the addition to our population was some
I4,000 or
I5,000
during the year the
bulk of that number, some I2,000
or I3,000, consisted of children born
during the year, and the adults are
still going away. By holding out inducements on as reasonable terms as we can to
the sons of farmers, who, I am told, 'are
going away in numbers, to remain here, we
shall be doing our duty, and if we find employmtnt and occupation for the growing
youths of the State, we shall be in a better
position to invite others to come here. There
is no doubt that the more people we have
here, the better we shall get on. The next
paragraph refers to the very successful
operations of the Railway Department dur-,
ing the. year, so far as profit-making is concerned. That is very satisfactory, and I
hope that the methods of management
which have been adopted wiU be conIf there are, as has been sugtinued.
gested in this House, some in justices being
done to employes in that service, I can
echo what my colleague said, that it is not
the desire of a single membe.r of this House
that those oppressive actions should continue.
We have heard lately from the
Premier that we shall have a very hand~ome surplus this year, but I am rather
sorry to notice the feverish an~iety that
there seems to be to get rid of that surplus.
Having in view the large borrowings that
have taken place from the Trust Funds in
years past, I should like to see some more
of that money preserved, rather than spent.
I notice by the press that it is intended to
proceed with the erection of a huge railway station in Flinders-street. I should
like verv strongly to oppose the expendilike £200,000 or
ture of anything
Hon. ,. D. Brown.
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which I understand is the least
it will cost, upon a structure of that sort,
which, in my opinion, will simply add another to the many monuments of folly that
are d.i.stributed over this State. The money
co~ld be much better spent by enabling the
Railways Commissioners to buy some bet·
ter rolling-stock than they have just now,
and to put on the scrap heap a good deal of
the present rolling-stock.' This would re~
sult in more saving and more profits in the
working of the railways, for there is no
doub! whatever that a good deal of the
rolling-stock is quite out of date, and most
expensive to work. I was pleased to hear
M1'. ~Eller last night and Mr. Harwood
to-4ay refer to the proposed alterations in
the income tax.
Undoubtedly that tax has
done, and, in my opinion, is still doing, a
good deal of harm in preventing people at
home from sending money out here for investment. I have some hopes that the Ministry will adjust the varying inequalities of
that tax, because M1'. Swinburne, who is
now a member of the Government, expressed,
when criticising Mr. Shiels' Budget Speech
in J903, very strong views on the large and
excessive exactions under that tax and on
the effects which the impost. would have
upon English investors.
On that occasion :Mr. Swinburne expressed the conviction that the high rates of the tax would
result in large sums being withdrawn from
here~ and would absolutely prevent other
lar~e sums frt>m being sent here.
I think
he
was
quite right in that view.
I do hope that some change will now be
made, and that great endeavours will be
put forth to induce people on the other
side of the worlel, who have money, to send
their monev here .in order to assist the
people of this State to develop the resources
of the State. If with one hand. you beckon
people here, and then, when you get them
here, you take from them with the other
hand as much as yOU can, the natural result
is a feeling of disappointment, and those
who have suffered warn their friends not
to follow their example. With all the resources of the Treasurv of Victoria behind
them, the' Government should have· no great
difficulty in remitting a certain amount of
the income tax when they produc~ their
financial proposals for the current financial
year. Another important matter that has
been often before Parliament is that of some
cha.nge in the mining laws, especially for
the protection of the rriiners~ and to provide
fot proper ventilation. The most important matter, to my mind, touched upon in
that paragraph is -that of proper ventilation.
£300,000,
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I am sorry to say that in many cases the
venti] ation of our mines is not very good.
I do hope that the result of the deliberations of Parliament will be that some measure will be ena~ted that will meet with
the approval 6f the mining community to
remedy \vhat appears to be a yery sad part
of mining-that men in many of our mines
are not able to breathe the air which they
should be able to breathe. With the improved methods that are being introduced
all over the world, <lr:d that are gradually
coming in here, although rather too
slow Iy, that difficulty will be overcome.
I am quite sure that all mine-owners who
are not too much tied to ancient methods
are open to conviction, and will spend
money on the improved ventilation of their
mines. I f they do, tbey will find that
money a remarkably good investment, for
they will get it all back, and at the same
time it will enable their workmen to enjoy
the health they should enjoy, and save them
. from prematurely losing their lives. '
Another paragraph in the speech refers to
dredg;ng being proceeded with with caution.
I hope that will be so, because, while in
many parts of the country there are large
openipgs for dredging where gold can be
obtained in pa:ving quantities, there are
many other cases in \\'hich applications have
been made for leases along the banks of
rivers where there are good river fiats. In
such instances, however rich th~ gold may
be, it would be a mistake to allow dredging
to go on, because ~t would destroy that land
for ever. The land is there now, and will
go on supporting people for generation
\ after generation, but if it is allowed to be
. dredged to secure whatever quantity of
gold is in it, it will be destroyed for ever.
I hope the 'Minister of Mines will be very
strong and' stern in resisting applications
for dredging leases on land which is now
good agricultural land. The speech contains
some propo,:;jtion to assist co-operative
parties b.y means of grants from the Mines
Department. I think that is a very proper
provision if it is carried out with sufficient
care, as I have no doubt it win be, so that
the monev will not be advanced to foolish
expeditions.
Another pressing matter of
great importance is that of the conservation
of State forests. This question is one of
great moment at this time to the mining
community. The cost of mining timber has
gone up largely year by year.
In the
neighbourhood of nearly all the gold-fields
of the State there are timber lands on which
at one time timber grew luxuriantly. All
that timber has been destroyed, and no
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effort whateyer has, been made to replant
the land. I think the :Minister of Mines
would do useful work 111 that direction if
he could bring about the fe-planting of
these reserves, which are to be found in
nearly every mining district in the State.
You would not get timber in a year or
two, but you would get small timber in a
few vears, and that is verv much used f]1'
niinii1g. This would hel to lessen the
cost of mining. A subject which musl ap·
peal to us aH is the proposed introduct.ivn
of legislation to prevent the adulteration
and sale of unwholesome food. That is a
proposal with which, of course, every honorable member will agree, for it is necessary not only to preserve the health of the
community, but also to protect the hon~st
trader against the dishonest trader. Speaking nO\v in a House of which four-fifths f)f
the members have been in Parliament for
periods ranging from a few years up to
tweJ;1ty years, I trust I shall not be considered presumptuous in expressing the hope
that this House, which I presume will be
referred, to in the future as the first of the
reformed Councils, will, by its methods of
procedure, and by the expeditious manner
in which it does its business, and, most
important of all, by shortening the ses£iul1s,
set an example to future Parliaments. In
shortening the sessions of Parliament, I
am quite sure that we shall confer a benefit
upon the country, because it will allow the
memher~ of the IVlinistry more. time and
opportunity to bring about a reform in the
administration of the Government Departments to which my colleague, Mr. Irvine,
has referred. When :Ministers of the Crown
have to be in Parliament for three' days
of the week, week after week and month
after month, it is quite impossible for them
to have the energy or the leisure to bring
about many improvements which I have no
doubt their knowledge and experience
points out to them in departmental administration. If this House and another
place can lessen the labours of Ministers
in Parliament by shortening the sessions,
I am sure we shall confer a benefit upon
them. and at the same time upon tl)e community. In conclusion, I trust that the
hope expressed by His Excellency in the
last paragraph of the speech, that, under
the blessing of Divine Providence, the
deliberations of this Chamber will conduce
to the prosperity and happiness of the
people, may be fully realized.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU.-As the
debate on the Address in Reply usually
affords honorable members an opportunity
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of becoming familiar with the House, I
propose, on this occasion, to offer a few
remarks. The subjects mentioned in the
speech have been pretty exhaustively dealt
with. We have been told that the Governor's speech on this occasion is all land
and water; but, su far as I am concerned,
the Government, in their legislation on
those subjects, will get hearty support from
me, and if the Government are able to perform what they state here that they will
seek to perform-that the land will be acquired under conditions which will effectually conserve the rights of owners, while
at the same time proving of great advantage to the State-if the Government
can acquire the land in that fashion, then
I am sure everyone in this House will be
pleased. I am prepared to support the
measures as indicated by members of the
Government when they were on the hustings, namely, that in the event of the Government not being able to obtain the lands
that are required, they will be prepared
to take it on the vote of the two Houses.
I think that ,,,,ith that safeguard most honorable members will be qui~te prepared
to stand behind the proposition.
I know
there are many people who hold the view
that there is plenty of land being offered
in this State. Perhaps there is, but I do
not : hil1k there is plenty of land of the
right kind, nor is it being offered on terms
on which many people who want to get
on to the land can afford to take it up.
The Hon. H. W. H. IRVINE.-Oh, yes j
there are twenty years to pay the balance in.
The Han. VV. L. BAILLIEU.-That is
yerv liberal, but that is the exception. I
have followed the order of sales as closely
as most people, and have had the privilege
of travelling a good deal throughout Victoria, and it is a common thing to hear the
farmers say that it is difficult to get landat least in the districts I have been through.
There has been a mistake in the past in
putting people on land in Gippsland
where it is all hills and timber.
What
chance have they of making a living there?
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Plenty of
them have.
The Han. W. L. BAILLIEU.-Yes j they
ha ve. When this country had the pick of the
land to give away, and was borrowing money
freely and spending it freelv, it was not
difficult to make a living. There was 1)0
trouble then for everyone to do well. We
must recognise that a new condition of
things now confronts us. The bulk of our
good land has gone, and we have to cease
borrowing. 'Ve cannot go on borrowing
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unless we create assets with the money,
and make proper provision for the repayment.
I do not believe in borrowing
money unless for reproductive works,
and a proper method of repayment is
arranged for. I t is clear to all of us that
we do place the State in a perilous position
when we have loans faliing due without
having made provision in respect to the.n,
and trust to luck to meet them when the
time comes around. We know very' well
that the great bulk of our loans are represented by a stable asset, fOl four-fifths of
them are in the railways, which ,this year
have earned a large revenue. This fact points
out very clearly that if our land became
more productive, the railway revenue would
increase, and what was got from the railways
could go back to the land. We had, some
years ago, a Clamour for village settlements,
and men were put on land where there was
very little hope of their making a living,
although we have been told by Mr. Miller
that he knows,. at the present moment, of
one man who went on the land in this way
without anything, and can now write a
cheque for £I,OOO. If this one case is in
the know]edg,~ of an honorable member,
it is possible thf:re are many more similar
cases of men who started under those difficult conditions, and are now in that position.
My view is that there is only one hope
for our country, and that is b~' having a
liberal and inteliigent land policy which
will attract people to it. In my vie\v, it
is no use talking about immigration here
if we have nothing to put the people to
when 've get them. We ,must first of all
indicLi,te the work that is going to attract I
the people, and if this country can show
that there is work, people will be attracted.
They leave now because there is no work,
and if it is possible, by the deliberation
of this Parliament, to formulate a land
policy that will attract young men from the
cities on to the land, I hope it will be done.
We have gentlemen in this Chamber who
know what land will do, and we know that
on 200 or 300 acres a man can make a
good living.
An HONORABLE lvIEMBER.-Provided he
has not been brought up as a clerk.
The Han. W. L. BAILLIEU.-Even if
he has been brought up as a clerk, if he has
the intelligence he can make a living on the
land. If he has the intelligence, and not
the knowledge, then surely it is the duty of
the State to help to give it to him.
If.;
there anything that thl:' State is engaged
in that can give such a big return for the
money laid out as in imparting instruction
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to young men as to how to go on the
land? We have wasted money on irrigation. ,:Much of the monev will come back,
but a lot has been wasted.
Is it not
almost inevitable in any big scheme that
waste would take place; and are we for
thajt reason t'O go no further with it?
I know, of my own knowledge, of several
estates in the northern districts through
which we have taken water. They are
estat~s running into 20,000 and 30,000
acres, which the State could have bought,
without compulsion, at a reasonable price,
probabl Y £3 or £4 per acre, and the owners
would have been glad enough to sell them.
But that land is now worth £7 or £8
per acre. We have put the cart before the
horse, and have enhanced the value of the
land for other people. My own colleague
knows of this better than I do. When we
see that such is the fact, we cannot say
that irrigation has been a failure.
It is
in its present condition because our methods
were wrong, and I am satiSfied that the
engineers of the Department will admit
that the writing-down of trusb indebtedness would not have been necessary if the increased value of the land
could have been taken into account. 1\1r.
Rees has told us that in many cases the
channels go through farms of 600 or 700
acres. What about the large station properties that are in that condition, and which
bring no return to the State at all? I feel
convinced that it is on such estates as these,
where there is water, and the land is good
and has been cleared, that we can
set people to work with heart and
hope of success.
I believe now you
can attract men from large centrei'
if YOU can show them anv return in
a r~asonable time.
There are plenty of
fathers who have enough money to start
their sons, and if we could initiate a land
policy to attract these people, we should be
doing some good for the country. I do
not think we can purchase land prqfitably
and give Treasury bonds or debentures for
it, as some honorable members appear to
believe.
I believe that that would be as
unsound as it could be-as unsound as the
proposition made during, the elections, that
we could pay our old-age pensions by some
scheme of borrowing. It would be as relevant to say that we could pay the wages
of the State by borrowing and juggling
'with finance in that way, or that we could
settle our national debt on the same lines.
We should destrov the basis of credit
directly we started -to issue to any person
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bonds which the market in the ordinary
If we issue bonds for
way will not take.
the land, it means that the seller has
made a good bargain with the State
-a bargain which is attractive to
him, and he is going to sell the bonds
afterwards, and will adversely affect every
one 'else's security. I do not say that where
the owners are prepared to sell land at the
proper price we should not issue bonds,
chargeable on the property, and repayable
with the time repayments coming from the
purchasers. Such. bonds would not come
into competition with those which have been
floated in the ordinary way.
That would
not be increasing our borrowing in a way
that would be illegitimate, because we
should have the land behind it, assuming
that "'e buy the land at a fair price.
I
hope there will not be any such" wild-cat"
schemes of finance as the issue of bonds in
the way I have heard it suggested.
I am
not going to weary the House with too
long a statement. As to irrigation, my
colleague is more familiar with that,
and I do not propose to deal further
with that subject. But we can increase
our railway revenue by increasing our
land settlement, and we have had in this
HOUSe proof of the benefit that increased
settlement is to the State. We have to
bear in mind that our exports from Victoria have to be so much in excess of our
imports as at least to pay the interest due
by the State and by the private borrowers
from the other end of the world. If we
cannot do that, we shall be depleting our
gold reserves.
We have not felt this in
the p~~t, because of ou~ bc/rrowing. But that
is all stopped now, and we are face to face
with the plain facts of the new position.
So far as Victoria is concerned, I feel that
the country is sound enough, and good
enough to work out its salvation, and that
it will do so, provided we proceed on right
and safe rines.
But I hope we shall deal
properly with the question of the issue
of State bonds. This reminds me of what
, I saw in a paper, emanating, I am
sorry to say, from the Labour Party.
They were going to do certain things
with Treasury bonds, as 'if one could
yoke up capital like a team of oxen,
and drive it into any position one wanted
to. Directly you commence any fantastic
scheme of finance, the wheel of finance will
stop, and all the wheels behind it will stop
also, and thl! poor people will suffer the
most.
I observe that the Government prop'ose to deepen the entrance at Port Phillip

110

The G ovel'nor' s Speech :

r.COUNCIL.]

Address in Reply.

Heads. When we recognise that that is to Parliament. I think the time has arrived
enable the largest steamers to come here when the State has to call a halt altog,ether
without any difficulty, thjs proposition must in regard to factory legislation. Most honbe regarded as one of the important fea- orable members of this House will know
tures of the Government programme. that I have been in favour, and have voted
Steamers are now coming here of IO,OOO, for, all factory legislation, and will do so
J 2,000, or 14,000 tons.
That means low again.
freights, and we know what low freights
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-The wages
mean to the producer.
With gratifica- boarns?
tion therefore, I observe this part of the
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU.--Yes, and
Government policy.
I f I deal now with the Wages Boards. I do not think they
the FactCJries Act, from my point of view, hurt us to the extent that people say, and if
I think that is all I want to say. . On this they are going to set up a better position for
subject I wish to make some observations, the people, then I think they. had better be
which I think are new, as bearing on the preserved. But I recognise' that we cannot
position of the State Parliament and the set up those conditions while we find this reo
Federation in relation to Victoria. The markable anomaly, namely, some labour
Government say that they are going to bring leaders who are free-traders, and some
in a Factories Bill, with a view to mak- who
are
protectionists.
You
have
ing this legislation permanent.
I will ask gentlemen in the Federal Parliament
the attention of honorable members for a who are free-traders, and forsooth,
moment, while I put the case as clearly as they want to impose on the CommonI can.
Factory legislation in Victoria wealth most burdensome conditions of
followed upon the protectionist policy. We arbitration and conciliation. Surely they
protected the articles, and we then gave a must see that if they succeed as free-traders
higher and greater protection to the indi- on the one hand, they will close up the
vidual.
So far so good.
The question factorie') on the other.
And if we
of the Tariff is now with the Federal Par- are going to close up the factories,
liament, while the question of the indus- does anyone believe that the men who
trial laws remains with this Parliament. I would leave them would settle. on the land?
think the man who is a free-trader and a If the free-traders of the Labour Party
man who is a protectionist must admit this: can have their way as free-traders, and join
that if you are going to place industrial Mr. &eid, and can at the same time impose
legislation on the statute-book, you will these industrial conditions\, it is as inevithandicap the manufacturer in competing able as the sun rises in the heavens that
with the other parts of the world.
I our factories must be closed. Honorable
think that that is an ABC proposition. I members know that I have the honour of
could understand a free~trader saying that being connected with industries here, and
he believes in our ports being free, and I say that if you can for one moment set
does not believe in factory legislation or in up ideal conditions for the working people
arbitration and conciliation. We find the -which I hope we can and will assist in
leader of the Free-trade Party in the Com- doing-with definite hours and good pay,
monwealth telling us that he be- and if our ports are open to all the world
lieves in factory legislation and in under these conditions, and at the same time
conciliation
and
arbitration.
Might our manufactories are to continue-to say
not that honorable gentleman as ,veIl say that is the greatest moonshine. The sub"I do not believe in anv manufacturers at ject to my mind presents a very serious asall;'? If his policy can" be given effect to, pect, and inasmuch as it is a new position,
and he can, on the one hand, impose on the I am determined to state my views on the
States arbitration and conciliation, while' subject on the floor of the House, in the
the State Parliament, as proposed in His hope that other honorable ll)embers will
Excellency's speech, passes factory legisla- turn the matter over in their minds, and see
tion, and on the other hand that honorable it as I do. I dare say I am speaking both
gentleman can bring about free-trade, I to free-traders and protectionists in the
would ask the House to consider how long members of this House. It is ridiculous to
are our manufactures going to last. That sa y that you can give the highest protecis the position in a nutshell. The destiny'" tion to the individual without protection to
of the State is now under dual control. The the article he prod\lces, and yet it is proposed
primary products r.elating to the land are to make factory legislation permanent withunder the control of this Parliament; the out regard to Tariff. If we do that withTariff is under the control of the Federal out knowing what the Federation is going
H on. W. L. Baillieu.
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to do with the Tariff, we shall be putting
ourselves in a very false position. I believe that when the Government look into
the matter they will see that while we are
in this position in regard to the Tariff, we
.:annot place on the statute-book any permanent legislation of an industrial kind.
,The position is a most conflicting one, and it
is remarkable that the great Labour Party,
who have the welfare of the masses at
heart, can say in regard to the Tariff that
its members may be free, but that they must
be as one as to industrial legislation.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-They are all
for protection.
The Hon. 'V. L. BATLLIEU.-We have
Mr. Hughes and Mr. ?vlahon strong freetraders, while the Prime Minister: is only half
a protectionist. The Labour Party of Victoria are protectionists, and how can they
consistently throw their weight in with the
free-traders in the Federal Parliament?
They have to line up as free-traders or protectionists directly they deal with ,the Arbitration and Conciliation Bill.
They all
say they want to give protection to the individual.
In fact, they say, "We are
going to create an ideal condition, in
which you shall have short hours and big
pay', but there will be no work for you to
do." That would be the position if these
men got their way.
I do not intend to
take up the time of the House further, except to refer to the contemplated reduction
of the income tax. I hope that the Government will cure many of the anomalies
in connexion with the income tax. I feel
on this subject pretty much as :Mr. Stuart
put the case the other night. I am not in
favour of a reduction here. I think there
are many anomali,es that might be removed,
but I think we shall have to go back to the
income tax. I regard it as the fairest tax
of all, and if the anomalies are removed,
ther,e will be no necessity for any reduction.
The Hon. W. CAIN.-It is not my
intention to occupy the attention of the
House at any length.
The questions that
have been discussed have been ablv dealt
with, and have been so clearly and fully
dealt with that there is verv little left to
say. I might indorse a great deal of what
has been said, and offer a few other remarks.
The great question of the Governor's speech is the subject of the resumption
of land, and the settlement of the people'
on it.
That is one of the most important
questions that has ever come before Par!
liament, seeing that the settlement of the
lan~ is absolutely necessary for the future

1904.]

Addres.'3 in Reply.

III

welfare of the State. In fact, apart from
the farmer and the pastoralist, and the industries connected with them, to~ether with
mining, there is no other producing industry in the State. On the production of the
State the other section of the community has
to live.
There are a few manufactures
established here] but the number of these
must depend on the number of producers.
F or many years the state of things has
been such that the balance has been
lost between these sections.
There is
a section of the community that lives
on the exertions of both th~ producer and the manufacturer, and this
section includes such people as the
gIOcer, the lawyer, the brewer, and others.
Practically they are not producers j the producers are confined to the pastoralists,
It is
the agriculturists, and the miner.
absolutely necessary that land shall be
found for the rising generation, and to attrac,t people from other countries.
There
is not a great future for us in the direction
of attracting people from other countries;
the difficulty of bringing people from the
populous parts of Europe is so great, and
the disadvantages are so numerous, compared. with the facilities offered in Canada
and the United States, that we cannot expect a large influx of popUlation from other
countries.
It is absolutely necessary to
find land for the rising generation, and for
ethers who desire to operate on the land. '
There is a scheme proposed by the Government, and I am pleased to hear that a Bill
is now being drafted.
That Bill must be
framed upon equitable lines, and it must
be such that the land can be obtained, and
when obtained put into the hands of those
who will manage it in a business-like wav
-that is, it must be put into the hands of
such a body as the Commissioners of the
Savings Banks.
Having got these lands
there will be a great responsibility thrown
on those who have the handling of them.
Good land must be obtained in the first
place, and should only be .given to those
who understand what they are to do with
it.
There is no use in putting men on the
land without any means.
So that there
are three conditions wrapt up in one, viz.,
good land, good men to manage it, and
suitable men to work it.
I have not the
least doubt but that the Government will
bring forward an equitable measure. One
honorable member stated that the producer
must be put on the land to supply the manufacturer with produce to work up.
I think
there is a mistaken idea about that.
The
manufacturing of this country is limited to
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the few people in it. The conditions and the
surroundings of labour are such that there
is no outside market for our manufactures.
I hear and read that tradesmen are walking
about the country and the towns, and that
work must be found for them, but
at present it cannot be done.
A
simple rule of three calculation will
show that, if the farmer is to be put
upon the land and has to sell his wheat in
Melbourne at 2S. 6d. a bushel, whilst at
the same time he has to pay high rates of
wages" brought about by the various organizations~ there is nothing in it for him,
and he must gradually get poorer and poorer
the further he goes.
I think that the balance can only be restored by getting a number of hard-working men on the land. The
subject of irrigation is another one referred
to in the Governor's speech, and I think
we have been a little too forward in this
matter.
Irrigation schemes were put before the public years ago, ephemeral .and
theoretical schemes, and money was put into
them lavishly without a proper understanding of what the works were for.
This has
been in a great measure a mistake, for it
is unnecessary to construct large irrigation
schemes until the good land of the country
has been pretty well exhausted.
Still, the
best use should be made of them now that
they are in existence.
In the person of
the present Minister of Water Supply we
have a cautious gentleman who will see
that the money is judiciously expended, and
that irrigation works will be properly carried out.
The next question I wish to
speak to is that of the railways, and I must
say that it is most satisfactory to find that
the railways, after a long struggle, have
succeeded in paying interest, in addition to
the working expenses.
It is many years
since this was achieved before, and now we
have a credit over and above the working
expenses and interest account of something like £II5,000.
Honorable members
and the citizens will look back and recollect
'vhy the income tax and the probate duties
were introduced into this State. Thev were
introduced under the regime of, I think,
Sir George Turner, to meet the deficiency
upon the working of the railways.
The Han. T. M. DAvIEs.-The probate
duties were "introduced long before Sir
George Turner came into Parliament.
The Han. W. CAIN.-Having got the
railwavs right we might naturally expect
that there would be no necessity to
continue the income tax, but I 'won't
say very' much about that.
It is
J
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satisfactory to find that a profit has
been made, and I only hope it will
be maintained, and that the extension of the rail wa ys ,,,ill be carried on on
the lines suggested by the Chief Commissioner, who says, "Stop where you are,
gentlemen, until you &et popUlation to
make use of the railways you have, and
get the people on the land." I think they
are words of wisdom, and better words
could not be used by any man. I t is killing two birds with one stone, for the railways will be made to pay, and the people
will be put on land close to the railways, ,
and with easy access to the market. I hope
that great care will be taken in future, and
that no new lines, except such a~ are absolutely necessary, will be made. I was very
sorry to hear a remark made by Mr. Evans
with regard to the railways. He said that
some of the workers were rather harshlv
treated by the Commissioners.
I feel sur~
that if the honorable member brings forward a definite case in which harshness is
being shown the sympathy of members will
be with him. Of course, it must not be
an ex parte m.atter, but one that will stand
looking into, because there may be another
side to the question. The honorable member said that an injustice was beIng done
to first-class' drivers at 14S. a day in
being called on to work more than eight
hours a day. In fixiing the rate at 14~. I
thought that all these matters were taken
into account. If we look around amongst
the tradesmen and mechanics, I feel sure
that it will be found that they do not
earn on an average lOS. a day, whilst they
have to look out two or three times a year
or two or three times a month for a fresh
job. Between this average and 14S. a day
in the railways there is a great gap. I do
not think that a man at 14S. a day, if
called on to do a little more work, has
good reason to complain; but at the same
time I admit that ~t is right for every man
. to get as much as he can for his labour.
I do not think that grievance is likely to
be maintained. I wouId be very pleased
to hear a statement by the honorable member, and I will do all in my PQwer to rectify
the grievance if it exists. There is a paragraph in the Governor's speech in reference to economy in the public Departments.
Great emphasis was laid on this by, I think,
Mr. Irvine.' There is a great "deal in what
he said, but at the same time I think the
service is run upon wrong lines altogether.
The various Departments should be placed
under· boards, or trusts. The railways are
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one example, and the savings banks another.
The Lands Department should be placed
under a trust, and so should the Water
Supply Department and the Forests Department. If' that were done, the best results would be obtained from the workers,
and no more would be employed than were
required to do the work. I do not profess
to know much about mining, but I know a
little, and I think a great want is security of tenure for the advancement of
mining. But in addition to that, we should
have improved health conditions for the
underground workers. Indeed, this is an
absolute necessity. The system of mining
carried on in some of the deep mines in
Bendigo is monstrous. The want of air
is the miners' trouble, and men \vho have
only reached the age of 45 years have practically come to their .end. This is brought
about by the want of proper ventilation,
and the matter should be taken in hand
and dealt;, with. I am sure the present
Minister of Mines is as likely a man as
can be found to give effect to it. The
Governor:s speech statesThe Conservation of the State forests is receiving careful consideration, and it is hoped that,
by a re-organization of the Forests Department,
and by the adoption of improved methods of administration, not only will the valuable timber of
the State be more effectually preserved and rendered available, but a large revenue will be derived therefrom.
.

This is one of the most ~mportant items in
the programme. It is absolutely necessary
that the forests should be conserved both
for the mining industry and for the .general
supply of timber. It is melancnoly and
piti:lble to read in the reports of the destruction that has been going on in the forests for the last forty years. Some of the
forests are already pretty well extinct. I
made a few notes in corinexion with this
question in regard to a matter I took some
interest in years ago. Being in Germany,
I made it a point to acquaint myself with
what was being done in Saxon)', the home of
scientific forestry. I will refer to what
is being done in New South Wales. Last
year there was practically no return from
the forests here at all. I read in a report
in a Sydney newspaper that, by a judicious
system introduced recently in New South
Wales, the revenue amounted last year to
£70,87 I, and exceeded the expenditure by
£43,000. There we see a source of income,
and they have only recently introduced this
system. They are novV' about to establish
a forestry school and a system of inspection, with the intention of cultivating sof!.
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'woods and other woods, so that the State
of K ew South Wales \yill be able to supply
its own needs. I will read an extract from
a report by the Governor-General of India
to the Secretary for India on forest management. That gentleman statesThese forests, if managed on a well considered
system, will, we trust, in the course of time, come
to be one of the most important sources of
national wealth for the inhabitants of this country, whereas, if managed by persons ignorant of
their profession, their ultimate ruin appears to
be almost inevitable.

That points to the necessity of putting the
forests under scientific management. I
hope the reference to forestry in the Governor's speech is not merely a paragraph, but
that it means more than that. If these
forests are properly taken in hand, the revenue received from them will in a few
years rival, and in time to come exceed,
that of the railways. I received a letter
a short time ago from a scientific man in
Germany on the subject of forests, and I
will read a paragraph or two from itIn Saxony the area of

forests

amounts to

1,000,000 acres, of which the State owns 450,000

acres.

I see by a report on our forests that we
have 5,000,000 acres.
The net income is from 25S. to 30S. per acre,
and consequently the revenue for the country is
from £500,000 to £600,000.

He then goes on to give the cost of planting, and further statesThe forests of our district occupy an area of
3,000 acres; the annual cut, calculated, was to be
5,500 tons, but the cut amounted, however, to
6,400 tons, sold for £4,700, at 14S. 9d. per ton,
the expenses for cutting being £700.

I t goes on to state that in another area of
4,500 acres, 17,000 tons of wood have been
obtained yearly, worth £8,000. The expenses amounted to only £1,000, leaving
a net profit of £7,000, or £ 1 lIS. 6d.
per acre. I t therefore seems to me that
there is a great future for our forests, and
if the Government of the day' did notl)ing
else but deal satisfactorily with the land
question, and with the forests, I believe
they would do the best work that has been
done in this State for the last 20 years ...
Reference has been made by Mr. Baillieu ~
to the Factories Act. In my opinion the
proposal to make that Act a permanent
one is a little premature. It was passed for
a period of two years, and it should receive
two years' trial. It is most injudicious to
commence tinkering with the Act at the
present time. My o-\vn belief is that the
evil in connexion with the Factories Act
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will cure itself very soon. I t is an utter servants received very offensive treatment
impossibility that all our industries should at the hands of the last Government, but
be controlled by unions and by wages that Government wa~ not entirely to blame.
boards. That sort of thing is all very The railway employes and the' civil serwell, so long as we have plenty of borrowed vants were much to blame themselves, bemoney to make up any deficiency, but as cause they had shown too much of a desire
soon as that money has gone, and the to dominate the State. Thev have received
people settle down to work, these factory a little set back, and I ho'pe that in the
laws cannot be maintained. Therefore, the future they will see that it is to their inbest thing to do is to let the Factories Act terests to fall into line with the rest of the
run on for a time, and see how it works community. It is a mistake for those who
out.
belong to trades unions to say that they are
The' Hon. M. CUSSEN.-In addressing the only workers. The farmer comes from
myself to some of the matters referred to the same ranks as the artisan, and there
in the Governor's speech, I should like to is plenty of room for those who wish to
say that the speech contains, to my mind, follow his example by going on the land.
recommendations and hints of very useful If the State will give the necessary assistlegislation in the future. Most of those ance by making available the land to which
subjects have been discussed from varIous I have referred at a fair price, it will do
points of view, and it will not be· necessary great good. Amongs& other things, it will
for me to go over them again. I intend to do away with the necessity for old-age
confine my remarks chiefly to one subject, pensions, and for a great deal of our socialwith which I am acquainted, and that is the istic legislation. I speak strongly on this
question of the land-the use to which point, because I know, from practical exit can be put, and the remedy which is to perience, what can be done with the land
be found in that direction for many com- in the Goulburn and Murray valleys. I am
plaints that are now made about the neces- one of a few persons who formed· irrigasity of ousting men from their properties. tion colonies in the irrigable districts of
I know of my own knowledge that there Rodney, and I can bring proof that there
are ample areas of land along the valleys are men (although, nO doubt, they are exof the Murray and the Goulburn to meet ceptions) who have 20 acres there who are
all reouirements for manv years to come. making £300 a year in growing fruit and
If
There" is such a stream .of wealth along other produce under intense culture.
the M U1 ra y Valley t~at if that territory any person has any doubt on that point,
were excised from this State to-morrow, it would be worth his while to see the sysand handed over to a chartered company, tem under which this work is carried on in
it would not take twelve months for that the county of Rodney. There is' a stream
company to divert the waters of the Mur- of water alongside every paddock, and it
ray, and to make that land the garden of can be used in the most convenient and
Australia. It is well known that in a f!lir easy manner. I do not wish to advertise
season, such as the last, the land in .that the Goulburn Valley, but two or three
part of the State can produce a better estates in the Rodney irrigation district
class of wheat, and more of it, than even have recently been subdivided with great
the .great Western District. It is clear of success. The land has been sold at a reaall disease; there is very little rust, or sonable price, and the bargain has already
anything of that kind. Instead of laying pn?ve'd a most profitable one to the purout large sums of money in schemes of chasers. The Government can do much
closer settlement on poor ground, it would more good by devoting a sum of money to
be much better if the Government did the diversion of the water from the Mursomething to make a proper use of the land ray and the Goulburn than by buying
f; I am describing.
If the land is made large estates, and paying for them with
There are thousands of acres
available in that way, it will not be neces- debentures.
sary for men to go about talking of con- of mallee land still available for
fiscating other people's property.
That fruit, wheat, and other produce. The rainsort of thing has been going on since the faJl is sometimes sufficient for the growdays of Adam, because we all wish to tax ing of wheat, but water is needed, in the
the other fellow. I am sorry to see that first installce, for domestic and stock supthe civil servants have allied themselves, to ply. If this is not provided, I venture
some extent, with those who advocate these to think that before long the people will
socialistic schemes. I admit that' the civil have to clear out of a large portion of the
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to settle the people on that kind of country:
It could be done at very sma'll expense. I know that the difficulty about the
use of the waters of 'the :Murray is still
in abeyance, and that no agreement has yet
been arrived at, but a request, has
been made to the Government for the survey of a scheme that will supply the Kow
Swamp at all times of the year. If a temporary weir of only 3 feet or 4 feet in
height were to be constructed it would be
sufficient to ke~p that swamp supplied,
and some of the best land in that part of
the State would be served by the scheme.
1 he question of the :Murray waters must
be settled verv soon. The claim of South
Australia to ~aintain the river for the purposes of navigation cannot be sustained for
a moment. With reference to the proposed
Land Bill, it may be a good thing to adopt
the terms which are to be found in the
legislation of New 'South Wales, and that
i') to allow a man who has obtained property with Government assistance to either
reside on it himself or to allow some one
else to reside on it. That would prevent
the land from accumulating again into large
estates. I am not much afraid of large estates
dominating this country" because, in the
absence of any law of entail, we find that
£7 20 ,25 2 .
The Han. R. B. REES.-You do not CC)11- when the old money-makers peg out, the
nect me with the statement that £3,000,000 young Australians who step into their shoes
are only too ready to spend the money,
has been written off, do you?
I
The Han. M...cUSSEN.-Ko j but I and the large estates are subdivided.
connect the honorable gentleman's name am quite sure that any money we may
with saying that he wished that that sum of spend on irrigation in the future will be
money could be got back again. I am sorry spent to much better advantage than has
that the honorable member did not con- been the case in the past.We shall benefit
fine himself to his own district, instead of by our past experience, and avoid the misdisparaging a neighbouring district with takes that have been made in years gone by.
which he ought to work in unison. As to the There can be no better asset for the counvalue of irrigation, I may mention· the ex- try than an ample supply of water for the
pedence of a place in my district, known purposes of irrigation. The amount that
as, Ardmona. The land there was cut up has been wiped off from the indebtedness
some time 'ago, and sold to its present of the trusts is, after all, not very large,
owners. I know one man who paid only and it is not likely to be increased. No
the first deposit of £r per acre on a 20- better evidence of' the importance of deacre block, and after four years' work he veloping these irrigable areas could be found
was able to payoff the balance of the pur- than the way in which OUI railways are
chase money. Here is another instance, paying this year. Not only have the railways
about which I can speak of my own know- benefited by the increased grain traffic,
ledge. An area of I :000 acres was bought bu~ a large fleet of ships has been required
by Mr. McDonald and cut up. Previously, to take our produce to other countries.
the railway traffic from this land amounted At present I might complain that the Goto only 200 tons per annum, but since it has vernment itself is largely responsible for
been cut up, the produce sent away by rall farmers' sons being attracted from the
There is a tendency
ha;, increased to 2)000 tons. When we take country to the city.
these facts into consideration, it must be to centralize everything in Melbourne, even
admitted that no expense that we can rea- by the present Government, who, I besonably ask for would be too much in order lieve, are sincerely anxious to do a fair

Mallee. I t is almost a criminal act on the
part of any Government to allow the present state of things to continue year after
year. My honorable friend) Mr. Melville,
says that for £127,000 he can take the
surplus water from the Murray, and apply it to 2,000,000 acres of land. I am
not responsible for the honorable member's
figures, but, at all events, there is ample
jlisti'fication for an extension of irrigation
in connexion with, closer settlement. These
two things must certainly, go together in
the northern areas. My honorable friend,
Mr. Rees, appears to be under some misapprehension when he speaks about the indebtedness of the water trusts. I notice
, that the honorable member alwavs takes adv,antage of any opportunity to have a slap
at K yabram and the reform movement-a
man who, I think, should be united with
me in bringing before the country the actual facts.
Instead of doing that, he
makes assertions which have no basis at
all. It has been said that £3,000,000 has
been written off the indebtedness of the
trusts.
As a matter of fact, the total
amount of loans actually approved of is
only £1,°43,825. The total writing oft,
instead of being £3,000,000, is only
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thing for the country.
Take the tapering
system on the railways, for example. We
can send a truck of wheat from our district to Melbourne on the tapering charge,
but if 'we want to send it to Gippsland we
are charged a sharp rate from Melbourne.
The effect: of this is to bring all traffic to
Melbourne.
If a Goulburn Valley miller
wants to send flour to Warragul
has to
pay two rates, whereas the Melbourne miller gets the tapering rate wherever he sends
flour. to. That is one cau.se of complaint;
and If you follow out their administration,
you ,,-ill find similar .faults, all tending to
draw the people from the country to the
city, which already contains one-half the
population of the S tate.
These matters
should be looked into.
As to relegating
government to boards and trusts, I would
prefer to have Ministers responsible to Parliament and the people.
The Hon. 'iv. CAIN.-The Minister is a
member of the trust I mentioned.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN.-That mav be,
but I am not favorable to a trust at ali. As
to the Murray waters question, it shall have
my best attention, and I will be only too
glad if the Government push on some settlement of the matter that will enable us to
get the use of the Murrav waters in districts where there is about' the lowest rainfall in the State.
A good many people
haye asked" Is the Mallee worth savina?"
b
They are entirely ignorant of the value of
the Mallee, whjch contains some of the
best wheat-growing land in the State, clear
?f all diseases and trouble, 'Wanting nothm6 but "'ater, and where IS. 6d. a bushel
would pay the wheat-grower.
If a domestic and stock supply of water was provided
in the Mallee the railways would pay admirabl~y' well, and Melbourne would be
kept busy in manufacturing products reThe railway emquired in the Mallee.
ployes have been smarting under the
consequences of a rash act, and they
have not improved their position by their
selection of representatives in another place.
Had they chosen wisely, I think they would
have got the confidence and sympathy of the
country, but 1 think they should not havt!
joined a body of men whose express purpose is to despoil every honest and industrious man of the fruit of his efforts, and
share it amongst themselves. ' The railway men have acted in this matter in a
way that seems almost to justify separate
representation.
Mr. Harwood has expressed the opinion that it was not necessary to include this House in the separate
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representation, and I will be very glad
indeed to support Mr. Evans' Bill, if he
will limit it to this Chamber, because I
should like to pacify as much as possible
those people who consider they are labouring under a grievance in that respect.
There are manv decent and good men in the
Trades Hall and labour ranks, but there
ar.e also firebrands and confiscators, and it
wIll not serve the interests of the railway
employes if they associate themselves with
men of that class.
Any good man in the
Tr.ades .Hall must feel a great objection to
bemg tethered to those people.
I myself
came from the ranks at no distant date' and
that is certainly haw I should feel if I' were
a member of the Trades Hall party.
I
was asked to limit myself to irrigation and
closer settlement, and have done so.
I
know something about the forestry business, and I would advise those gentlemen
who have been to foreign parts, and brought
experience back, to take into consideration
our particular circumstances.
There IS .
certainly a necessity for re-orgamzmg
the Forestry Department, more particularly
at Macedon.
I know that from personal
experience.
There are a good many opportunities for saving forests.
I think at
the present time an earnest effort is being
made by the Department, but there is need
of improvement in its administration.
Assistance to mining must have my support. I
think it is our bounden., duty to encourage
the two great industries of agriculture and
mining.
Our mines produce something
Eke £4,000,000 per annum, while the
land produces about £20,000,000. Seeing
that we get so much from the surface, and
so much from the bowels of the earth, we
ought to become a very rich people, if we
only use our opportunities properly. Those
two great producing interests of the land
should have the attention of every Ministry, and, no doubt, they will.
The coal
industry is also worth looking after, and it
will be all the better if it receives a little
encouragement in the shape of a slight reduction of the railway rate for the carriage
of coal. I do not think any good would
result from making the Factories Act permanent, in the present state of political
affairs. Some gentlemen have spoken of
the great losses the Stare has incurred, and
the great national injustice that has been
done by the liberality of the Turner Government in writing off portions of the debts
of the water and irrigation trusts. That has
often been thrown in their face, but there
was never better work done in this State.
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Rodney alone is an example of what can
and ,vill be done by means of irrigation.
For years past it has been the experimenting ground for all the amateur and professional engineers, from the sewing machine man to George Gordon, the great expert from India.
We were victimized by
their experiments, and have paid for our
experience.
I am entirely in favour of
an y course the Government may take to
bring water to the people, but I am afraid
that the ~Iinister at the head of the Water
Department is rather parochial in his views.
I think he is f,Tightened of the
expense when he talks about charging
the user of water from the jump.
If he imposes that condition he will not do
any good.
The channels, in my opinion,
should be made a national work, and the
Minister should at least allow men to get
the water before he commences to charge
them for it. If he will not agree to do
that he need not go any further. There
are places to which water will have to be
conveyed over hills and swamps for a distance of 30 miles.
I hope that the Government will be thorough 1y informed on
this question, and that the Council will encourage the Ministry to put· forth their
best efforts in the direction of supplying
water to the people, because an ample supply of \Vatler properly availed of is the best
asset we can have in the arid districts. I
thank honorable members very kindly for
the patient hearing and the encouragement
they have given me. When the Bills dealing with the subjects with which I am acquainted come up for consideration, I shall
be only too glad to give the House and the
C?lmtry the benefit of my 20 years' expenencc;.
The Hon. W. B. GRAY.-So much has
been said about the land and the agricultural
industry: and so little about the other great
primary industry of this State, that I cannot help rising to say a few words on a
subject in which I take a deep interest,
namely, the mining industry. I am heartily
in sympathy with all that is stated in the
Governor's speech with regard to the set-'
tlement of the people on the land, and I
will support the compulsory purchase of
land if it be found necessary in the interests
and for the well-being of the people. Personalh-, I do not think it will ever be necessary .. There will always be plenty of land
available when it is required. The one
thing we stand most in need of for the land
is people. I am fully alive to that. When
I came here there was no question of keep-
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ing men out of Victoria, and I hope that' the
time is coming when we will get the right
class of men to come here and take up land
in order to better their condition. Aided
by irrigation, they will be able to establish a great number of happy homes over
the length and breadth of this State. We
ought not to forget that Australia is 26 times
larger than Great Britain, and that within
its confines we can grow everything that
is grown under the sun, because we have
here all the climates of the wide world,
even the Indian climate in southern Queensland. Therefore, it is our duty to induce
people to come here, and I believe that if
farmers in the old countries knew the various classes of land we have, and the greater
facilities offered to agriculturists here,
plenty of them would come and take up
blocks of land for irrigation wherever water
is plentiful. I must compliment Mr. Cussen on the excellent speech he has made
on a subject he thoroughly understands;
but I am a little bit afraid that the fi.gures
he quoted must have been got up in Kyabram. Nay, I am almost sure of it, because when I heard his remarks I was a
bit astonished, seeing that I had made use
of the actual figures during my candidature in a different wa v, in order to show
that, while there had been nothing written
off in connexion with the mining industry,
a great amount had been written off in connexion with the waterworks and irrigation
trusts. I am not complaining of the amount
thus written off, because I considered at
the time that money was advanced to water
trusts injudiciously, and without due consideration. There was more money thrown
away then in that direction than there was
afterwards on railway construction. I want
to put Mr. Cussen right on this point. If
he will refer to the schedule to the Water
Suppl y Advances Relief Act, he will. find
that of £269,388 advanced to local governing bodies £16,3,760 was written off, and
also £151,457 in the shape of interest.
Again, out of a total of £601:292 advanced
to waterworks trusts, there was written off
£184,447, and also £85,556 in interest.
Of £1,036,852 advanced to irrigation and
water supply trusts, there was written off
£7 20 ,25 2, and also £337,239 in interest,
making over £1,000,000 sterling.
The Hon. M. CussEN.-I explained that.
The Han. W. B. GRAY.-The honorable member considers it nothin cr , but I
consider it a great deal. Adding capital
and interest together, there has been written
off the obligations of the water trusts about
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£1,5°0,000 sterling.

The Rodney Trust
always want to make it appear that they
were badly treated through not getting the
whole of their obligations written off.

,The Han. M. CussEN.-That is coming
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amount paid in salaries to the experts in
the Mining Department.
In the Agricultural Department there are 24 experts.
In every class they p.ave an expert and an
assistant, and I think they are necessary
for that great industry.
The total amount
of salaries paid to them is £8,679 per
annum".
Well, we are m3:.king a great
name for Victoria with that industry, especially in connexion with wheat and butter.
In 187 I our exports of wheat were valued
at £350,000, whereas last year they were
over £2,000,000.
That is chiefly in consequence of settlement in the Mallee.
In
view of the results achieved by the agricultural industry, it is worthy of the assistance of aU those experts, but honorable
members should contrast the treatment of
the .agricultural industry with the treatment
of the mining industry in that respect. Now
the mining industry ought to get the most
. generous assistance at the hands of every
Government in this State.
The mining
industry has got very little in the past.
During the last few years only £39,000
to £40,000 has been provided by the Government for loans and for boring purposes.
As to the number of .experts in
the Mines Department, there is a Chief
Inspector of Mines) five other inspectors,
and two inspectors of ventilation, and the
whole of their salaries amount to about

by-and-by.
The Hon.W.B. GRAY.-I am very much
in favour of irrigation, because I know the
good it has done in various parts' of Australia. If it had not been for the great
amount of money spent by the Queensland
Government in boring for artesian well s the
Darling Downs could never have become
the prosperous settlement they are to-day.
An immense amount of Government money
has been spent in that direction in Queensland, and it is the duty of our Government
to do likewise.
The Han. "V. H. EMBLING.-You cannot
get water by boring here.
The Han. W. B. GRAY.-l am given to
understand by a geologist who has a knowledge of the subject that the Mallee plains
will produce as much water as is required
for irrigation. Of course, that may not be.
so. The Darling Downs bores are yielding 575,000,000 gallons every 24 hours.
The Government of New South Wales have
expended £200,000 towards the conservation of water and boring for water, and
nearly 100,000,000 gallons a day are flowing
from those bores. If we cannot get '\Vater
by boring, it is our duty to get it from the £2,5 00 .
river~.
The Han. J. M. DAvIEs.-There are
~
The Han. W. H. EMBLING.-We have the mining boards.
tried boring already.
The Han. W. B. GRAY.-I am leaving
The Han. W. B. GRAY.-They went them out, and only contrasting the experts
down 1,350 feet in Queensland before they employed in the two Departments.
The
got water at one bore, and then got statistics with reference to the gold yield,
1,500,000 gallons every. 24 hours.
Let us the expenditure on wages and mining
do all we can to secure a supply of water in materials, and the return to mining inthat way, so that there may be plenty avail- vestors clearly show that the mining indusable for irrigation purposes.
try deserves a great deal more assistance
The Han. W. H. EMBLING.-When they than it· at present gets from the Governbore in the Mallee they get salt water.
ment.
Personally I have a strong belief
The Han. W. B. GRAY.-I was in New in the present Minister of l\lines as a pracSouth Wales the other day, and a gentle- tical man, and I am confident that he will
man who is an expert on the subiect told have a little more backbone in dealing with
me that the Mallee will produce any amount the j\-1ines Act's Amendment Bill than the
of artesian water fit for iuigation.
The last Minister showed.
I have come to that
Government will have my hearty support conclusion because I observed from the Goin any efforts they may make in that dire:- vernor's speech thattion for the well-being of the people.
I
A measure will be introduced containing all the
do not grumble because so little has been principal provisions of the fonner Bill, together
said about the mining industry, but I want with several important additions which experito emphasize the fact that the farming in- ence has shown to be desirable and necessary.
dustry is well looked after from the practi- When that Bill came before Parliament
cal and financial stand-points. Let me con- almost the whole of it was struck out. The'
trast the salaries paid to the various experts principal parts of the measure were intended
in the Agricultural Department with the to give a better security of tenure to those
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w ho have invested their money in mining, shaft that is sunk after the passing of the
but those provisions were excised by an- Bill, for the purpose of exhausting the foul
I believe that if this is
other place, because it was proposed to re- air in the min'e.
quire the mining lessees to spend £10 per done" the foul air can be taken away, and
acre per annum, in order to comply with the miner will then be able to work
There is another point I would
the labour covenants and secure the right in safety.
to keep the possession of the land.
It like to draw attention to, and that is in conwas patent to any practical man that such nexion with the deadwork between two
'V'hen two companies adjoin one
a scheme would never work] and that it mines.
meant the locking up of all the auriferous another, there is sometimes 400 feet of
The one
lands in the State. Consequently that part deadwork between the mines.
of the measure was struck out, and I sin- company will not do the work, and th::!
cerely hope that the present Minister ~f other ",ill not do it; but I think the GoMines will not bring it in again. Where- vernment should make it imperative that
ever large amounts have to be invested in this deadwork shall be done, and in order
mining, provision should be made bv the to show that they are in earnest in the deMinister to give the investors special p"rotec- sire for the interests and welfare of the
tion. If you take alluvial mining, for in- miner, I think that on the score of hustance, where you have to bore the country, , manity alone they should give £1 for every
if a man takes up, say, 4,000 or 6,000 acres, £r that is expended in the work that is
and he bores that country, it would take necess~lfy to secure proper ventilation.
at least t,vo years to do that amount of There is one important matter in connexion
work, and with four drills it would cost him with mining that is mentioned in the Go£7,000 or £8,000. I think a man should vernor's speech, and that is the reference
I know' that the
get protection for the time he is doing that to boring operations.
work.
The problem of deep alluvial min- work of drilling has been suspended for
I ·myself obing can only be solved bv a combination of some considerable time.
capit:ll, and the expenditure of a large tained two drills from the Government
amount of money. One company I am con- which I had for over two and a half years:
nected with has spent nearly a quarter of a and with those two drills I bored 2 r
million, and at the present time we are miles of country, and then sent them
I think it is the duty
ju.st at the stage that we cannot comply back in good order.
WIth the labour covenants, but in a short of any Government to see that the drills are
time, say, six or nine months, we will be in kept continually at work in proving the
a position to comply with the present labour deep alluvial leads of the State. There is
covenants.
When a comp'any arrives at no doubt that if this is done, the results
that stage that it can comply with these that will follow will add greatlv to the
covenants I think it is, the duty of the Go- prosper ity of the country, besides 'affording
The cost will
vernment to see that the labour covenants a larg~ amount of labour.
are fulfilled, and I will do all I can to see be very little compared with the results
It cannot cost
that that is d0l!e.
In the previous stages, which may be obtained.
however, I thmk the Government should more than '£2,000 per drill per annum, and
give special protection to people who are if you have four drills at work, what
investing their money in deep alluvial min- is an expenditure of £8,000 or £ro,ooo
With regard to ventilation in mines, annuall y in boring country, compared to
ing.
I do not know exactly what the Government the prosperity that is likely to accrue to the
int~n.d to propose, but I am certainly of great mining industry from these operatio~s?
opmIOn that proper ventilation and the We must remember that it was the minWe
w.ater jet ~or rock-boring purposes would ing industry which made Victoria.
gl~'e the mmers good health, and' do away had that industry before wheat-growing;
WIth that scourge, the "miner's disease." In wheat came afterwards; now the butter ine\'ery Government Mining Bill that has dustry is coming along, but you cannot
We are getbeen proposed hitherto, thev simply said- get on without gold-mining.
"'Ve will give the miner 7.5 or 100 feet of ting down deeper and deeper, and it is
air per man," but they did not show in anv necessary to have good appliances for the
wav how this is to" be done.
What I welfare of the working miner, and in the inwo~Ild like the Government to do, and I· terests of the mihe-owner as well.
I
hope that 1\1r. McLeod will include the pro- hope the Government will take this hint,
posal in his Bill, is to provide that there and that boring operations will be conmust be a fourth compartment in every new tinued without suspension from this time
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on. Reference is atso made to dredging, He stated that His Excellency would reand I am 'pleased at the action which Mr. ceive the President and members of the
McLeod has taken in this matter a1so. Council at the Government offices at three
On the banks of the Loddon there has o'clock p.m. on the following Tuesday.
The motion \\'as agreed to.
been a great deal of sand from time to
The House adjourned at thirteen minutes
time going down, which has flowed over to
the good alluvial fiats, and men have taken past nine o'clock, until Tuesday, July 12.
up claims for the purpose of cyaniding
the sand. I had occasion to go with the
Minister to see one dredging lease, which
was applied for, and I am pleased to know
that Mr. McLeod took a sensible view LEGISLATTVE ASSEl\1BL Y.
of the matter. He caused one of his ofJ;Vednesaay, July 6, 1904.
ficers to ascertain the amount of the sand
and to value it, and also to ascertain the
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
value of the land.
It was found that the fOllr o'clock p.m.
value of the land, as it stood, was more
than the value of the gold that would come
PRIVILEGE.
I sincerely hope the Minister cif
out of it.
THE Age NEWSPAPER.
Mines wi] I continue to look at the matter
Mr.. qAUNSON:-As a matter affecting
of dredging in this light, and to treat it acthe
pnvdeges of thIS House, I beg to bring
~ordingly.
With regaf(~ to, the proposal
under the notice of yourself, sir, and of the
In the Governor's speech to permanently
enact the Factories Act, I may say that I Chamber, a publication in this day's Age,
am a warm believer in the Factories Act, a newspaper published in the city of Meland in the great amount of good that it has bourne. I shall conclude my speech with
Everyone who knows anything a motion that the publisher of this newsdone.
about industrial matters ",.ill acknowledg~ paper do attend at this House to-morrow.
that the Factories Act has done an immense The matter that I have to complain of is
amount of good for the women and chilo not ~ne that affects me personally, because
I mIght very honestly and sincerely say
dren who are employed under that Act
and it has also done away with the un~ that it is a matter of small mom'ent whether
scrupulous employer.
For that reason' th.1t or. any .newspaper reports anything that
alone the Act is entitled to our earnest con- I say In thIS Assemblv. But I think it is
sideration.
:Mr. Baillieu spoke about a matter of immense importance to the
this matter from the free-trade and the pro- public. at large that whatever is reported
tectionist point of view.
I am not at all as havmg occurred in this chamber shall
afraid of the people going in for free- be truthfully reported; that even if it is
trade on this side of the world. There condensed, it shall be truthfully condensed'
will always be a protection for this part and that it shaH not contain wilful and
It
of the globe.
Indeed, the tendency deliherate misstatements of the truth.
throughout the length and breadth of the only affects me inasmuch as I am pointed
world is not towards free-trade, but rather to, but it affects every member of this
towards protecting home industries and House, in the corporate capacitv of this
that is a verv natural outcome in ail new House, to see that due protection is
countries.
it is the first duty of a man afforded to everv honorable member that
to protect his family until' they can work if he is reported at all, he shall not b~
for thl''llselves, and in the same way it is foully misrepresented. If they, cannot rethe duty of all new countries to protect port, if their staffs are not large enough,
t~eir industries until they can go alone.
I as I verily believe is the truth, to report
smcerel y hope that the Government will four Houses of Parliament when they are
do all they can to make the Factories Act :unning,. if they won't report, it is perfectly
a permanent measure on the statute-book Immatenal. I f they don't report, there is
an end of it; if they cannot, there is an
of ti/e State.
end
of it; but if they do report, or preThe motion for the adoption of the Ad·
tend to report, surely it is a matter of comdress in Reply was agreed to.
mon honesty on the part of this House to
The Hon. J. U. DAVIES moved. insist that no honorable member shall be
That the Address be presente}l to His Excel- grossly misrepresented.
I do not mean
lency the Governor by the President and such
members of the Council as mav wish to accom- ridiculed. That is nothing; that must be
pany him.
•
expected; that is the lot of every public
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man. He ought to be prepared for ordindry comment, fair or foul; but it is of
gross misrepresentation of what issues from
the mouth of an honorable member that I
have to complain to-day. In such a case,
if anyone man is wounded in this House,
the whole House is wounded, and should
resent it. It wm be within the recollection
of honorable members of this Assembly
that, last evenip.g, I spoke upon a subject
which is not dear to me individually,' but
is dear, I think, to every citizen of this
State,_ from the point of view that they
should be afforded the means of being able
truly to judge their representatives. I do
not complain for one moment of the fact,
although it is a fact and a melancholy
one, that in what purports to be the report
of the parliamentary proceedings in to-'
day's Age, the names of at least half-adozen members, who spoke last night upon
subjects of importance to their constituents
and to the State geneml1y, are not even
mentioned.
The honorable member for
Dundas .• for instance,. spoke last night upon
subjects affect lng shire councils. That is
an important subject, and his name is not
even mentioned. Then the honorable member for Gippsland North spoke last night
That
upon the subject of coal freights.
is a matter of enormous moment. The honorable member for Stawell and Ararat
also spoke. Their names are not even mentioned.
I t is too miserable for one
moment to have it go forth to the people
of this country that here is a newspaper,
professing to report, that not only does
nut report, but that tells deliberate falsehoods. That is the shocking feature of
this journal. I have spoken to several honorable members about this matter since I
carne into the House this afternoon, and it
has been said to' me, " Oh, well now, is it
worth while taking notice of these statements? They are onlv lies." It is acknowledged generally all round the House that
the Age newspaper is the father of lies. If
that is understood and acknowledged by
the pl!hlir. at large, I have no more to say.
Is it worth while taking notice of it? As
an individual, n0.i as a tnember of a corporate body, yes .. I must say this to the
credit of the Argus: the Argus gives reports that art' very condensed, for I say
again that I do not think the newspapers
have got the requisite staffs to cope with
this enormous business that has come upon
them rather suddenly, but the Argus report
of the proceedings last night in Committee
of Supply is a very fair, although a condensed, report. The Age, however, is a
Session 1904.-[6]
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shock ,0 all persons who profess to have
any sense of fair play. I hope that honorable members will not for one moment
imagille that I complain of comment. I
do not. They may call me what they like.
They may misrepresent my motives as much
as they like, but I shall ever protest against
their putting falsehoods into my mouth, and
not merely ridiculing-that is nothing-but
malicious] y defaming me, so as to cause
the people of this country to hate me. That
is a horse of another colour, and I hope in
that respect that the sympathies of every
member of this House will be aroused in
connexion with this matter.
Under the
head of " State IJolitical Notes," which,
as I imagine, the busy man probably alone
reads, for he does not bother himself tu
n~ad the full reports of Parliament, we
finel this passage.
I can imagine 1
can see the gentleman that wrote this.
I
can imagine with what sincere pleasure ~e
thought he was obeying the behests of hIS
great employer.
The great pity is that,
according to our parliamentary system, we
cannot get at the great employer, but we
have" to come on his publisher. That is th€)o
great mistake of our parliamentary system.
?\1r. TouTcHER. -- Cannot we alter the
Act?
Mr. GAUNSON.-It is a matter of privilege. That has never been tried. I may
mention, for the information of honorable
members, that in the Law Courts the usual
practice was to fine the poor publisher, but
in a matter recently, I went a step beyond
that, and dragged up the great "King"
himself, and had him fined in open court.
Mr. BRoMLEY.-Hear, hear.
1fr. GAUNSON.-He richly deserved it.
In describing, generally, what took place
last night, t,hey go on to say thisMr. Caunson imparted a burlesque tone to
the debate at the outset by a characteristic tirade
against the press.

I don't complain of that. That is comment, whether fair or unfair, and each man
must be permitt1ed to en joy his judgment.
Returning to his old fad, -

I don't think that is objectionable.
a matter of comment again.

It is

he advocated a dail v Hansard, and showed how
aenuine is his belie"f in the liberty-loving prin~iples that have distinguished his fitful political
career-

I don't object to that. It has been precious
fitful. So has been that of my honorable
fri.end the Premier. We have had our ups
and downs, and here I pause to say· I do
compliment the honorable gentleman for
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courageous manp and fighting his
again. I will ask every honorable
to pay attention to this, and say
it is true or not--

by proposing a scheme for providing the daily
Hansard with a working capital of £100,000
from the jump, in a very simple way, namely,
by making it compulsory on advertisers to publish all advertisements in this entertaining publication.

Kow, is that true or false?
Mr. l\,luRRAY and ~1r. BROMLEY.-Absolutely untrue.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-False.
Mr. GAUNSON. - I say it is a foul,
glOSS, and wicked misrepresentation, and
that it is not done to ridicule, Lut maliciously to defame a man in the estimation of
the -country generally, and to cause the
people to hate him. If this House will
not mark its sense of the corporate honour
of the House by haying IUr. Dayid Syme's
unfortunate publisher-who takes the risk
-up at the Bar of the House to answer for
this gross breach of parliamentary privilege, I think we shall be lacl\jng in ordinary courage, and \ye shall have given him
the most perfect liberty to utter lies from
beginning to end of every man in this Chamber without let or hindrance.
Honorable
members may say it is personal to myself.
Granted, if you like, but I deny that I am
If I
acting from any personal motive.
consulted my own ease in the matter, I
would pass It over with the contempt that
-really I feel for it. But I know that if
I do not stand uP. in my place to warn the
people of this country against the rocks
ahead in the shape of journalism of the
vellow sort-of the worst kintl-irrespon~ible journalism-what is said of me to-day
will be said when the day comes round of
the honorable member for Toorak to-morrow, and of eyery other honorable member
in this House. -There is no doubt of it.
Let not honorable members on the Government side of the House imagine, because they happen to be on the side where
this newspaper is patting them on the back,
that that time will not come. I need only
remind the members of this House of what
is a veritable truth. How often have we
seen my honorable friend the Premier in
the days gone bv, when ·he was battling v,ery
roughly with adversity, kicked and battered
and bashed and talked about as if he was
the vilest of the Vile? Do honorable members really suppose that these newspapers,
or the proprietors of them, have a body to
be kicked, or a soul to be damned? It is
very questionable. We know that the pro-
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prietor of this newspaper has written a
book upon the soul. I fancy that he might
I\vell study his own.
~ow, I ask the
House in all sincerity, if they believe that
that paragraph is a malicious falsehood,
not to pass it by sub silentio, but to bring
that man to the Bar of the House to make
him answer for his contempt. I need hardly
remind honorable members that it is contrary to the privileges of this House to
publish the proceedings of this House at
all, but the way in which that little legal
fiction is worked, is this-owe are glad when
the newspapers publish the truth of those
proceedings, but we are sad for them, and
we feel that their souls will be utterlv lost,
when they publish lies about them.' We
must correct their bodies in this life, and
lreave their souls to the hereafter.
When
they give us the reasonable truth we are
satisfied, but when they publish falsehoods.
we bring them up for the breach of the
privileges of this House. With these few
remarks, which I hope are not heated, nor
out of plaoe, I desire to remind honorable
members that my case to-day may be their
case to-morrow, and that we are only here
to represent the peoplre. We are here to
see that the public at large are not deluded
and misled by the gross falsehoods of newspapers which call themselves respectable
journals. N a one can deny that. In these
circumstances, I propose to move a motion
to the effect that the publisher of the Age,
newspaper do attend this House to-morro,,'.
The SPEAKER.-It will be necessary
for the honorable member to specify the
words of' which he complains.
Mr. GAUKSON.-I complain of the
words from "by making" down to "publication ~' as a malicious falsehood.
Mr. MURRAY.-And the hundred thou'
sand pounds capital.
Mr. GAU~SON.-Yes, and the working
capital of £100,000. I therefore beg to
moveThat Mr. J. W. Packer, p.ublisher of the
Age newspaper, do attend this House to-morrow,
in consequence of his having published in the Age
newspaper of to-day the following words :-" By
proposing a scheme for providing the daily Hansard with a working capital of £100,000 from the
jump, in a very simple way, namely, by making
it compulsory on advertisers to publish all advertisements in this entertaining publication."

l\Ir. BROMLEY.-I have very much
pleasure in seconding the motion. I am one
of those members in the House who have.
nev'er felt any fear of the press at any particular time. ~o one has, perhaps, been
more maliciously abused by the press than I
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have myself, both during the Qourse of
election~ and during the period that I have
occupied a seat in this House. Therefore,
I have nothing to fear from the press. Even
if I had anything to fear, it would not
deter me from doing what I believe is the
duty of the House and of all honorable
members: I feel, and have felt for a long
time past, that Parliament has been more
largely governed by the press than by a
regard for the responsible positions which
honorable members take up when they
seek the suffrages· of their electors. I believe that it is the duty of the responsible
officers of the State, pardcularly of the
Government, and also of every honorable
member, at all times, and at every time
when the press wants to. govern this country, to put our foot down upon irresponsible government by private individuals.
T here is no doubt there has been too much
of this kind of thing in the past. I am
sorry to use the word, but there is no doubt
that there has been a large amount of
cowardice shown in this House by people
who have been afraid to face the individuals who write these articles, and to place
themselves in opposition to the press. We
'know that in many instances malicious articles are written with regard to members
of this House) which are grossly untrue,
and which every member of this House
knows to be untrue, and which their constituents know to be untrue. Therefore; I
s::ty it is time that this House took up an
attitude to try to stop this licentious behaviour on the part of the press. I feel
that the honorable member for the Public
Service, in taking up the attitude that he
has taken up to-day, has adopted a right
course, which is in the interests not only of
Parliament, but of the whole of this community. We are speaking about the desirability of publishing a daily Hansard.
Why should we require the publication of
a daily Hansard if the press were honest,
a!' if the press were straightforward in
their purposes? There is no member of
this House, although he may be walking
on the sunny side of the road to-day, with
th~ sunlight of the favour of the press
gleaming upon him, who knows when the
day may come when he wm be walking in
. the· shadow of disfavour. I have seen big
men, great men in this House, who have
been built up by the newspapers, and who,
when they 'failed to carrv out the behests
of those newspapers, have been condemned
by them and sent into oblivion. We all
know that the honorable the Premier, who
[6].-2
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is sitting here to-day, has been as much
abused as any man in this House by the
press-the man who was called the spawn
of Conservatism, and who, when rejected
for Brighton, was told that he had been
sent into that oblivion from which he
should never have emerged. He has suffered many other epithets of that character,
both from the Age and the 1'1rgus. It is
his courage and his pertinacity that has
brought him into the foremost position in the
State to-clay, despite all the efforts of the
press, because if the press could have had
their way that honorable gentleman would
not be occupying the seat of the Premier of
the State of Victoria to-day. What has
been his lot in the past, and 'what is the
lot of many of us to-day may be the lot
of every other honorable member; either on
the Government side of the House, or on
the Opposition side of the House. TherefOle, I would urge upon all honorable
members, in the interests of. Parliament,
and in the interests of circulating truth for
the benefit of the public, that this motion
should be carried, and that we should take
every step in our power to see that the
press .rightly informs the country of the
transactions that take place in Parliament.
1\1r. BENT.·-I do not want to make it
appear that there is no one on this (the
Ministerial) side of the House who sympathizes with the honorable member for the
Public Service. It has been said, and truly
said, too, so far as I am concerned, that
I have been maligned very often by the
press. But I must, say that the matter of
which the honorable member for the Public Service com'plains seems rather mild
compared with what used to appear in the
oId days. We used to get it ten times as
hot as this. I would suggest to the honorable member that he should not proceed
with this motion to-day.
Mr. J. '\T. BILLSON (Fz'tzroy).-Why
not?
Mr. VVATT.-Wait for a better opportunity.
Mr. BENT.-That is the way I was going to put it-wait for a better opportunity.
Honorable members must not think for a
moment that I agree at all with that kind
of writing with regard to members of this
House.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I think it is
well for the House fully to protect its
privileges. We are all standing before the
public, and surely we run enough risk of
having our exact intentions misunderstood
by the public, when our opinions are only
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moderatel y well conveyed to the public,
without having deliberate misstatements
made about the attitude we adopt in this
House upon any question. I really hope
that the course proposed by the honorable
member for the Public Service will
be pursued.
There can be no objection at all to any criticism which
may be considered fair or reasonable.
I would support a resolution like this from
the other side of the House, if the honorable member proposing it showed sufficient
reason. There seems to be sufficient reason
why we should bring the publisher before
the House, and give him the opportunity
of showing why he published those words
which did not emanate from the honorable
member. ';I.~he necessity for the publication
of Hansard has been caused by the fact
that newspapers, instead of being newspapers in the true sense of the term, have,
for party purposes, been damaging honorable members belonging to sections of this
House. In order to protect ourselves in
this matter, the publisher of this paper
should be brought to the Bar of the House
for the purpose of showing his reasons, if
any, or giving some explanation why he
published this, which did not occur in the
House, and why he placed the statement
in the mouth of the honorable member.
This matter would not be so bad, but for
the fact that there are three parts of the
paper to which you can look for criticism.
There are the leading article, the State
political notes, and the report. If any report had appeared in connexion with this
matter, it would not have been so bad. If
the honorable member's actual words had
been given in the report, the statement in the
political notes might then have been looked
upon as criticism, and the true words
would have appeared as a check in another
part of the paper. But no report of the
honorable member's remarks appears, and
there is mere I v the distorted version in the
political note;. This is not a question
merel y of protecting the rights of anyone
honorable member, but of protecting the
whole of the rights that honorable members
have to fair play in criticism in the newspapers, and I maintain that it is the duty
of the House to protect an honorable member under these circumstances, no .matter
what side of the House he may be on, and
to see that fair play is exhibited in the
columns of the powerful press.
1\1r. 1\1URRAY.-To some extent I
agree with the proposal of the honorable
member, and I would entirely agree with
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him were it not that I recollect the position in which a similar motion has always
placed the House. It has always had the
effect of making a martyr of the individual
cited to the Bar of the House, and instead
of creating a sympathy in the public mind
with the person who has been libelledmaliciously libelled, it may be-it has very
often had an entirely opposite effect.
.
Mr. BRoMLEY.-We do not care for the
press.
Mr. MURRAY.-But the honorable
member, if he supports the motion, will
show that he does care for press criticism.
Of course, a man who comes here should
be absolutely indifferent to what the press
says about him. The honorable member's
character is too well known-his shrewdness and common sense-for anyone of
his friends to believe that he would make
such an absurd, ridiculous, and un financial
proposal as described in the columns of
the Age to-day. I ask the honorable member to take this course in the meantime.
This appears, under all the circumstances,
to be the best course at the present moment:
appears j
give
W.ait until II ansard
this paper an opportunity of correcting
its mistake-because it is an absol utel v
false statement which has appeared in its
columns, deliberately, I believe, misrepresenting what the honorable member said
-and if it does not correct it, I
shall be one to support the honorable
member in the motion he proposes. He
should withdraw the motion, . and bring it
forward again if the paper does not take
the opportunity, in the meantime, of making the honorable member the amende to
which he is entitled.
lV[r J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-I have
listened to the words of the Chief Secretary,
and there appears to be some amount of
reason in them. Every honorable member
in this House should be above taking
notice of anything the press say, and we
need not take any notice of this, and so
on, and so on. That is all very good, but
a very little while ago, the very Ministry
in which the honorable member is "a Minister brought in a Bill, and passed it into
an Act, on 20th December, 1903, a clause
of which reads as follows:Any person who shall make or publish any
false statement of fact, as aforesaid, may be
restrained by interim or perpetual injunction by
a Judge of the Supreme Court from any repetition of any such false statement, or any false
statement of a similar character in relation to
such candidate.

\
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If the Government, of which the honorable gentleman forms a part, felt it was
necessary to protect the candidate before
he became a member of this House, how
much more should he support any measure
to protect the members of this House who
are responsible to their constitutents. So
far as I am concerned, I do not care for
the press. They have never done me any
injury or any good. They generally leave
my name out altogether. That does not
hurt me. My return here proves that. At
the same time, I should think that every
honorable member on the Government side
,of the House would have been only too
anxious to support the honorable member,
seeing that they felt it necessary to place
this clause in their Bill, in order to protect
candidates. It appears that they were particularly anxious to protect their candidates from anything that the pres~ might
say, but they are not particularly anxious
ta protect honorable members of, this
House, and the corporate honour and dignity of this Chamber.
Mr. WATT.-That was put in at Mr.
Anstey's request.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-It is the copy
of an English section.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-It was
supported by the Government.
If the
Government had not agreed to it, it would
not have been law to-day.
They had an
absolute majority.
They were not dictated
'to by this (the Opposition) side of the House'
at all.
As a matter of fact, they ignored
this side of the House to a great extent,
as they appear likely to do on this occasion.
I hope members of the Ministry will support this motion.
It is their duty to protect honorable members of this House.
They are in a majority, and if they say
"No," this cannot be carried.
In my
opinion they ought to be jealous of the
honour and dignity of this Chamber, and
should be careful that an honorable member is not maligned.
Any fair criticism
, may be passed as legitimate, but any deliberate, false statement, calculated to injure an honoraole memb~r in the eyes of
'his constituency and of the country, is another matter ..
Mr. MCGREGOR.-Will you make it appI y to the black and white list?
:Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-I
would make it apply to every list.
If the
honorable member can bring forth any other
paper which has committed a similar act,
no matter what the name of that pa per may
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be, or any other publication, I will heartily
support the same measures being adopted
as are proposed in this instance.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Hear, hear.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Bring Prendergast to
the Bar of the House.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Get those who are
ashamed of their votes to apologize for
them.
Mr. KEOGH.-It is not such a verv
long time ago that an honorable member
was expelled from this House for writing
a scurrilous article about the King.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-That he
did not write.
:Mr. KEOGH.-Well, for publishing an
article.
Mr. WILKINs.-He did not publish it at
all.
Mr. KEOGH.-Well, he was expelled
flOm this House because honorable members
thought he did.
Mr. WILKINS.-No, that was not it
either. We know why he was expelled.
Mr. KEOGH.-Well, the honorable
member can have it his own way.
Honorable members remember perfectly what happened.
,
Mr. WILKINs.-The gentlemen slttmg
over there were forced to do something.
Mr. KEOGH.-I do not think a newspaper has any right to deliberately print
lies as to what a member of the King's
Parliament said.
Therefore I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion of the
honorable member.
Mr. COLECHIN.-In reference to this
matter, I am rather surprised to hear one
or two of the remarks from' the Government
One of the members of
side of the House.
the Government speaks of this 'as being a
reformed House, and only the other night
some honorable members were discussing
this very question in reference to Hansard.
I f this is a reformed House: another reform
is required before we can get justice outside, and that is that not the publisher, but
the writer of the article should appear at
the bar of the House.
Mr. BROMLEY.-You cannot have that
under the law.
:Mr. COLECHIN.-If that is the case,
we can make the law as it should be, and
I believe that majority of this House are
satisfied that that should be the law. I
believe that before very long, we shall have
a law under which we can demand that the
proprietor or proprietors shall produce the
man who wrote the matter objected to within so many hou'rs at'the bar of the House
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The statement in this
to be dealt with.
case is untrue in substance and in fact. The
words ,. £100,000" are untrue in the _way
they put it, and the question as to compelling advertisements is also untrue. But I
still agree that some opportunity should be
given to the man who wrote this to say
whether he did make a mistake, and give
him a chance of apologizing to this House,
and then let us see if the apo!ogy is good
But these statements
enough to accept.
about honorable members must not be ,accepted, or we shall be in the future, as in
the past, under the whip of a section of the
press" which has a private ,policy of its
own.
" Principle" they call it; "Princip-al " I call it-nothing more nor less. If
we allow ourselves to be treated in this way
by this paper, or any section of the press,
the sooner we close up the House the better,
and save the money the House costs, and
bow down to this paper.
The character
of these press comments is only too well
known.
There is an instance of a statement in a newspaper in connexion with an
honorable member 'of this House onlv recently, where the statements which appeared
were positively untrue.
They made out
that that man, who is not here to-night,
was not fit to be in any society.
He met
the man whom he believed to be the writer
of the statement, and told him what he
believed, and this person admitted that he
did write it.
The injured man then said,
" You will either apologize before a public
meeting or apologize in the press where the
statement appeared, or the matter will go
into the Supreme Court."
The 'apology
was made in the same place as that in which
the statement appeared, and the writer now
said that the man he had formerlv written
about was fIt to be in this House,' and was
also too good to be in this world. I hope
the House to-night will show that it is the
guardian of the l?onour, not only of one side
of the House, but of everv member of the
Chamber. I hope that this resolution will
be carried, and that we shall have either
an apology or punishment for this statement.
Mr. WATT.-I confess that I have not
had much time since the representative of
the Public Service proposed this resolution to think it out, but 1 am in doubt whether this discussion is in order, and I
would like your ruling, 'Mr. Speaker, whether the misreport of a statement of an
honorable member is a breach of privilege.
The SPEAKE.R.-The discussion is in
order, as the words in this instance seem
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to be a breach of privilege. They refle2t
on statements made by an honorable merriber, and they tend to bring the debates of
this Assembly into disrepute.
Mr. WATT.-Of course honorable members must bow to Mr. Speaker's decision,
but it appears to me that the proposition of
the Minister of Lands is a reasonable one.
I have always felt, since I entered public
life, that the newspapers had too 'great a
privilege in their reporting of the affairs of
this House and the utterances of honorable
members, and their criticisms of those utterances. At the same time I am anxious
that in endeavouring' to protect the privileges of honorable members, which really
protect the privileges of the citizens, we
should not do an absurd thing. If this was
an attack on the corporate honour of Parliament, I would have voted for the motion,
but I do not think it is. So far as my
memory goes, no such statement as that
reported by the Age was made by the honorable member for the Public Service. At
the same time we have seen dozens of cases
of journals in our midst in which flagrant
misrepresentation has passed unchallenged.
Mr. TouTcHER.-That is a bad argument.
Mr. WATT.-I agree that two wrongs do
not make a right. The leader of the Opposition was publisher of a newspaper for
a considerable time, which has never been
dragged before honorable members except
by quotations; but if this motion is passed
that paper also should be dealt, with.
, Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-What paper is the
honorable member alluding to?
Mr. WATT.-The Tocsin.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I have already compelled one gentleman to withdraw that statement. I, have not been the publisher for
many years, and have never been the editor
of it. I hope the honorable member will
adhere to the truth strictly.
Mr. WATT.-If the statement that the
honorable member is the editor of the
paper js untrue, I withdraw it; but I gather
from the paper itself that he was the publisher, and the publisher is- the responsible
member of the staff; he is, according to the
laws, responsible.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-That paper has been
going for nearly eight years, and I ,,'as
publisher for only a few months at first.
Mr. WATT.~When I was fighting my
first election against the honorable member,
that paper published certain misstatements,
for which it should be punished in either
the Civil or the Criminal Courts. Honorable
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members have refrained on various occasions from bringing this paper to book, .because it would be too great an advertIsement' of it, and would give a publicity to its
utterances which they do not deserve.
~lr. HUNT.-YOU are advertising it now.
Mr. WATT.-I am very much afraid
that everything I do is advertising something. 1\1 y idea is that we sh.ould al!ow
the paper concerned an opportumty of wIthdrawing, qualifying, or correcting its remark~.

Mr. GAUNSON.-~{ove the adjournment
of this motion to see whether theY' will.
Mr. WATT.-I would move that if the
honorable member is willing.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I am perfectly willing.
::\Ir. WATT.-I beg to moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

\
\
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Mr. MACKINNON.-I do not know
whether it is proposed to adjourn this
motion or not. I think I may as well speak
straight. It seems that a fashion is arisiner in this community among the press of
gr~ssly misrepresenting what i.s said by p~b
lic men both inside and outsIde of ParlIament. I t has been suggested that this is a
weak occasion. I do not know that there
is very much differen.ce. betwe.en lies. A
lie is a lie, whether It IS a bIg one or a
little one. Personally, I should not have
taken the slightest notice of it, because it
would not have the slightest weight among
the people whose good wishes I desire to
preserve. But some notice should be taken
of an absolutelv false statement.
I am
somewhat amus~d at the idea of some of
my friends being damaged outside by false
. statements. There was a publication issued
at the last election, and it was carefully
compiled by those who were interested in
the fortunes of one section of this House.
and which did contain some very strange
statements, and was used for the purpose
of prejudicing certain' Members of. Parliament. There was no outcry agamst the
proprietor of that publication.
::\Ir. PRENDERGAST .-Because it was all
true. Will you say it was not true?
::\Ir. MACKINNON.-I say it was not
true, and in many cases it contained those
half lies which are a great deal worse than
untruths. There is no good bandying words.
I have quite made up my mind as to the
character of that particular publication.
Although one knows that the influence of
the press is not what it was in this community some few years ago-
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Mr. BROMLEY.-Thanks to the Labour
Party.
Mr.) MACKINNON.~And although
there is a danger of making a martyr of the
publisher of a paper, who has to make a living by it, at the same time, as we have a
reformed Parliament, and are beginning a
new order of things, so much superior to
~vhat existed before, we should have an opportunity of dealing with an evil which has
become rampant in this community. It
is a mean sneaking thing to misrepresent what men say, and convey a
It
:vrong impression to the readers.
IS not on account so much of the
privileges of the House that, I object,
but it is unfair to the country that public
opinion should be adulterated in the way in
wbich the press has done this in the past.
I do not love the press, and I do not suppose they care much for me; but as an honorable member has pointed h"is finger to
what I know to be an absolute misstatement,
I think it just about time we brought this
gentleman here and dealt with him.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I think there is a
good deal in what the Minister of Lands
has said-that honorable members do not
get any satisfaction by bringing some unoffending person in the newspaper office to
the bar of the House. The gentleman who
has committed the fault is allowed to escape scot free, while the unoffending person,
who knows nothing of what is written in
the gallery, or whether it is true
or false, has to stand the opprobrium
and unpleasantness
of the situation.
I remember-I was not 'in the House
at the time-an incident that occurred in 1895.
It is reported here in
Hamard of the 12th September, 1895. The
Argus made a certain statement about the
honorable member for Walhalla. and the
honorable
member
f01
Warrnambool
movedThat, in the opinion of this House, the charges
made against Mr. Albert Harris, a member of
this House, in the issue of the Argus of lIth
inst., are wanton and profligate untruths.

At the termination of the debate the motion
was carried) without a division.
Mr. WATT.-What were the charges?
Mr. TOUTCHER.-That l\{r. Albert
Harris was always crawling from "one
side to another."
Mr. l\!URRAY.-Oh) no.
That was not
it.
The article complained of endeavoured
to make out that he was a good local member.
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Mr. TOUTCHER.-I read the words
complained of in the early part of the debate, and something is there stated about
crawling from "one side to another" of
the House.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.- Is this a
parallel case?
Mr. TOUTCHER.--I have no doubt
about it.
The honorable member for the
Public Service is now in the same position
that the honorable member for Walhalla was
in on that occasion. I iistened last night
to the speech of the honorable member for
the Public Service, and I say that his remarks were either wilfully misrepresented
or that it was a case of misreporting, for
which there is very little excuse for the
gentleman who did it.
While no honorable member objects to fair criticism, still
he does not wish to be misrepresented to
his constituents, for when speaking here he
is not speaking as an individual, but as a
representative of the people, and his utterances in that capacity ou£ht to go out to
the people so that they may be able to
honestly understand whether he is. representing them properly or not.
When a
newspaper publishes untruths rather than
~ru.ths,. and carries such news to the public,
It IS tIme we did something to protect the
corporate honour of the House. I am surprised at the action of the leader of the
House, who should be foremost in maintaining its honour. If members are not privileged to express their opinions freelv then
the people of this country are not represented.
There should be no greater
guardian of the honour and privileges of the
House than its leader.
The honorable
member for the Public Service ought to be
in the position of not having to bring this
question before the House, for he should
have been able to go to the leader of the
House and state that the report is a gross
and wilful perversion of the truth; and the
leader should be ready to get up
and take steps to have a motion
of censure passed on the offending newspaper.
I am prepared, in the interec;t
of the proper representation of the people
and in the interest of truth, to support the
honorable member if he perseveres with his
mot~on.
I woul? prefer to see the suggestIOn of the Mmlster of Lands carried
out-that is, either that the newspaper
should be given a chance of withdrawing
the untrue statements made concerning the
honorable member or else that we resort to
the alternative of bringing some unoffending
0
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member of the Age staff to the Bar of the
House, to show our disapproval of its
tactics.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I think, Mr. Speaker,
I am entitled to " sum up," so to speak, and
I will move., if the House think we have
got hold of the wrong pig by the ear, that
the name of David Syme be inserted instead of the name of J. W. Packer. The
House should maintain its dignity.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member has moved a motion, and cannot amend
it.
Mr. GAUNSON.-By leave of the
House, Mr. Speaker, I submit I can.
Mr. WATT.-I moved the adjournment
of the debate at the conclusion of my remarks.
The SPEAKER.-If the honorable
member moved the adjournment of the debate I did not put it.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-I will
second the motion of the honorable member
for Essendon.
I have been a member of
this House for a considerable number of
years, and we have had similar matters to
this brought under the notice of the House.
I hav~ seen. a gentleman brought to the Bar,
and If thIS course is followed now the
Speaker will have to put questions to the
per son, and the public will see that this
person knows notping with regard to the
matter at all. A similar case occurred when
the Mace was lost, and the proprietor of
the Ballarat- Courier was brouaht to the
Bar. I don't think that cours: added to
the di~nit.Y of Parliament in anyway. If
there IS anyone who can complain of very
fierce attacks in the press it is myself, but
although a Peacock these attacks have just
run off me like water from a duck's'
back.
I think the public will judge us as
public men, regardless of these newspaper
a:ttacks.
I remember on one occasion that
we brought Mr. Packer here; he was a
quiet, decent, unoffending gentleman, and
I do not believe he ever read the paper at
all. I really think the better course to
pursue-An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Bring David
Syme to the Bar.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-What
object will be gaIned?
He will be able
to say that he knows nothing with regard
to this matter.
Mr. BRoMLEY.-Somebody must be responsible.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-I supported the honorable member for the Public Service in portion of his statement last
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. night, and my remark~ have been left out
My attention was
by that newspaper.
called to it this morning by a fellow member, who thought it remarkable that both
of us who advocated certain views should
not have' been reported by that paper.
The statement made in the notes is incorrect. The proper course to adopt is that
suggested bv the Minister of Lands.
I
think it will be better to adjourn the debate
rather than bring a gentleman to the Bar
of the House.
It would be far better to
dt) what was done on a former occasion on
the motion of the Minister of Lands when a
private member, and when we placed something on the records of the House. We all
know this report to be incorrect, but it
would be hard to say that it was wilfully
done.
I would not be prepared to say
that.
~1r. GAUNSON.-Suppose you were in the
witness-box?
Sir ALEXAXDER PEACOCK. - It
would be better to follow the course taken
when the honorable member for Warrnambool brought under notice the comments in
the press with regard to the honorable member for Walhalla, when a motion was placed
on the records of the House that members
knew the statement to be incorrect. I f we
follow that course it will meet all practical
purposes, but to follow the course proposed
would make us the laughing-stock of the
countrv.
Mr. "'GAUNSON.-The last speech is the
most amusing one I think I ever heard.
The poor man who knew nothing about the
matter, and was placed at that Bar, the
Peacock Government caused to be fined
£ 100 for knowing nothing about the
matter.
The SPEAKER.-The question is that
the debate be adjourned.
.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I beg your pardon,
Mr. Speaker. I was filled so much with
amusement at the speech of the honorable
member for Allandale that I forgot for the
moment the rules of the House. Is this
House prepared to make a laughing-stock
of itself by adjourning the debate'?
Mr. WATT.-You sugg,ested that.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I did not suggest it;
the honorable member suggested it, and I
said, "Very well."
Now, that argument
has taken place, I can see that we are in a
vlery foolish position indeed.'
It is admitted by every member who has spoken
I that the statements complained of are lies.
I did not use that expression; it was the
honorable member for Prahran who said a
l' lie is a lie." If members are prepared to

\

allow lies to go unpunished, what moots
it? I stand in a peculiarly different position from other members. Any blackguardism that the newspapers indulge in against
me is like water on a duck's back, because
I am not a member for a,ny place. You
cannot call me the honorable member for
Allandale. I am the member for Nowhere.
1\1r. BROMLEY. - . And you represent it
well.
Mr. GAUNSON.-The honorable member reminds me of a little passage that I
once read in a pious newspaper. He tells
me I am doing the best I can do. The
passage wasThe poor benighted Hindoo,
He does the best he kindoo;
He sticks to his caste from first to last,
And for trousers makes his skindoo.

That is my position j I do the very best I
can. I hope honorable members are not inclined to treat these wholesale lies as amusing passages in th~ life of A, B, or C, because we cannot put our finger on the particular person who wrote the article. Who
is the man who gets the boodle for the
printing of it, who is the man who really
profits by it? That is the man we want,
and I would be delighted to see my ancient
enemy put there at the Bar of the House.
I would like to see the House impose a
very stiff fine on him j not £100, but a few
thousand pounds, for lies about the peopIe's representatives.
Mr. MURRAY.-About £1 for each lie
would do.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I am glad the Minister of Lands, has interjected. There is
something. more about this than meets the
eye. What position does each member
hold? It is purely representative. If he
is not mindful of his honour and reputation
and character in this Chamber, what will
be thought of him by the people outside?
That he has no character or reputation to
maintain, and that he is just as contemptible as represented in the newspaper press.
We should take a higher. stand than that.
We are the r,epresentatives of the people
who cannot come here in great numbers to
assemble, and are compelled to elect representatives. I stand as one of them. I
stand as one of them, not bettier, and I
hope not any worse j but I stand as one
of the representatives of the people in this
House.
All members who have spoken
have admitted that this was a bare-faced
falsehood, a malicious falsehood. I do not
care who was the writer, but, of course,
I can point to him in the gallery.
I f members will allow their consciences to
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be swayed by such matters as from what
side of the House the compfaint comes,
then upon their heads let it be. I would
remind members of what the honorable
member for Swan Hill said in the debate
on the Address-in-Reply, namely, that we
are all sent here to do the best we can for
the community at large, and that we ought
to attribute to each other the most honest
motives until the contrary has been proved.
I got up in my place last night, and, ~c
cording to my lights, I endeavoured to dIScharge my duties. I am not reported, and
I do not complain of that. I do not complain of criticism, whether foul or faLr.
"What I complain of is lying, and whether the
victim is a brother member on the Government side of the House, or on this "side, I
will ever stand for that position, and no
other. It is impossible to accept the suggestion of the Minister of Lands, that we
should wait until Hansard appears for a
correct report. Who reads H ansard no~v?
Who gets it to read? ."Vhat. opportun.Ity
shall we have of overtakmg thIS he, whIch
is not yet 24 hours old? What percentage
of my electOls read the Hansard? What
percentage of those who are opposed to
the separate representation of the public
officers read it? I may say I do not represent the. Public Service; I represent the
public officers of .Victoria, and I hope the
mistake of referrmg to me as the member
for the Public Service will not be made
in future. I would agree at once to any
sugaestion made by the Premier, because
I k~ow he is kindly affected towards me,
and would not make a suggestio!} that was
not meant ln the best of good faith. I am
speaking on behalf of the whole House.
Lei: us nail this lie to the counter. What
is the use of saying that Parllament makes
little of itself whenever it brings these
people up? Are we to- permit thes~ people
in season and out of season, to Inahgn, traduce, and oppress~ as well as ~uppress
members? N a one can object to the newspapers leaving out the r.emarks of ~ny
member-the complaint IS not agamst
criticism, but against lying, pure and
simple. I will leave the matter to t?e consciences of honorable members. DId y?u,
Mr. Speaker, ever hear of c: ?ebate bemg
adjourned on a matter of pnvIlege?
Mr. MURRAY.-This is a reformed Parliament.
Mr. GAUNSON.-If we accept the honorable member's suggestion it will be a
deformed Parliament; it will be utterly
rotten, and not worthy of the honest re-
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spect of any honest man. To allow these"
people carte blanc Ite is a dangerous suggestion. If we are to punish persons for infringing our privileges we must act, and
ac: as swiftly as the occasion demands.
1\1r. WATT.-Kot having spoken on the
question of the adjournment, I desire now
t') ask the mover of the original motion
why he adopted the suggestion for an adjournment, and now doubles round so completely, saying that it is utterly untenable?
Mr. GAUNSON.-SO it is; after argument
I could not accept it.
Mr. WATT.-I was arguing the merits
of the question, and said it would be wise
t~ delay it, "when the honorable member
said, "If you move it I will accept it."
Mr. MACKEY.-I hope the prestig~
and dignity of this House have been in~
creased bv the discussion that has taken
place. I iistened to the speech of the honorable member for the Public Officers last
night, and I can say frankly that I did not
hear him u~e the words as they were quoted.
As far as I remember, he advocated a
dail v Hansard, and the combining of the
Government Gazette with the daily H ansard, one copy to be supplied to each of
th2 homes of the people. He told the Premier that he knew where he could place
his hands on £100,000.
Mr. GAuNsoN.--I did not.
Mr. MACKEY.--That is my memory
of it.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Then your memory is
dreadfully faulty.
Mr. MACKEY.-The honorable member also advocated that advertisements that
must by law be inserted in some newspaper
should be by law inserted in the daily H ansardo He said that it was estimated, some
years ago, that this would produce a reven~e
of £30,000 a year, and that at present It
would produce a revenue of nearer
£5°,000.

Mr. GAuNsoN.-I said I had read a return some years ago that the cost of Government advertisements was" £30,000 a
year, and that it must' be nearer £50,000'
now.
Mr. MACKEY.-It might have been
correctly stated of the honorable member
that he had advocated supplying this new
machinery to bring in a revenue of from
£30,000 to £50,000 a year.
He did not
advocate it to bring in a revenue of
£100,000, and did not advocate that all
advertisements should be inserted, but only
those now compulsorily inserted by law.
To a certain extent the honorable member
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has undoubtedly been misrepolted, and he
properly feels aggrieved. But is this misrepresentation in this case, is this incorrect
statement-this incorrect report-of the
honorable member's speech of sufficient
moment-Mr. GAuNsoN.-When it is wilful.
Mr. MACKEY.-I cannot get behind
the thoughts of the writer; I do not know
who wrote it. All we can say is that it is
incorrect j but is the incorrectness such as
to induce us to put all the power of this
House in motion to correct it, or to punish
the author of it? I do not think so.
I think, as has been said, that other cases
might arise when it would be advisable for
this House to put all its power in motion.
In the law courts, however, it is a common
saying that as to comparatively small mattE;rs the law cares nothing, and I think that
this House should not be too sensitive. Reports that are made up at night-time must
necessarily contain a number of inaccuracies.
I t had been suggested that an opportunity
should be given to this newspaper, in the
light of this discussion, of making the necessary correction. Is that an unreasonable
proposal? The honorable member for the
Public Service says he will not now accept
it, but surely the proposal is a most reasonable one. I t is to be hoped that no spleen
is going to be displayed, no desire to punish somebodv, to mak.e somebody ridiculous
for what, after all~ may turn out to have
been an innocent misstatement. We constantl y hear misunderstandings, and we
sometimes quite innocently misrepresent the
statements of our fellows.
That should
make us rather chary in imputing wrong
motives to others outside doing the same
thing.
Let us, therefore, adjourn this
matter, so as to give an opportunity for a
correct statement appearing. If that does
appear, I do not think the House will consider it desirable to go any further.

\
\

"Mr. GAUNSON.-Let me say with
:Deference to the suggestion that we should
ad journ this debate for a specific purpose,
viz., to see whether this newspaper will
make amends, that I certainly cannot see
my way to object to an adjournment on that
ground. Let me at the same time say this,
that the wilfulness, the malice, of that
publication is to be inferred from the fact
that my proposal to publish a dailv 'Hansard
was touching them in their br.eeches pocket
verv heavily.
The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to.
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Mr. GAUNSON said it had been suggested that the debate might be adjourned
until Tuesday next, because that would give
an opportunity for Ii ansard to b~ placed
in the hands of every honorable member,
and it would also give the proprietor,s of
that honest journal (the Age) an opportunity
of being honest.
The debate was then adjourned until the
following Tuesday.
INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF LUNATIC
ASYLUMS.
Mr. GAUNSON asked the Chief Secretary if, in connexion with the proposed appointment of an Inspector-General of the
Insane, he would restrict such appointment
to residents of this State? He said' that
an Act of Parliament on this subject had
been passed recent 1y, but had not yet been
brought into operation. It was a voluminous Act, but it made provision that the
Governor ~n Council might appoint an Inspector-Geperal of the Insane, and that the
salary of that officer might be as much as
£1,5 00 a year. Well, as economy was the
order of the day, he hoped the Government
would appoint from amongst the officers
who were alreadv in the State service or
at all events from amongst the r,esident~ of
our own State. If that were done a great
saving would be effected, and the Government, he believed, would get the best man.
The SPEAKER.-I think the honorable
~ember. is going a little beyond his rights
m offenng reasons for what he proposes.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Honorable
members who were in the last Parliament
may remember that when this clause of the
measure to. which the honorable member
has referred was in committee, an amendment was ,moved by the honorable' member
for Stawell and Ararat, that the selection
That
should be limited to Australia.
amendment. was negatived.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Was it negatived ,or
did I withdraw it?
'
. Sir SAM:UEL GILLOTT.-It was negatlved accordmg to the report. In accordance
with the views of the House at that time
applications have been invited in Australasia, Great Britain, and America, and I
may as well at this stage state the number
that have been received from each place.
There are 33 applications in all.
Of
these sixteen: come from Great Britain
seven from Victoria-including five medic~l
gentlemen who are now in the service of the
Government-three from South Australia,
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and one each frpm New South Wales, affected, but it shows a total area of 9,000
Western Australia, New Zealand, Egypt, acres that is affected.
Of this area, 6,000
acres in round numbers are plivate lands, and
and Canada.
:Mr. GAuNsoN.-Are there any from Rus- 3,000 acres are Crown lands. The weed also
sia?
.
runs along the railway lines, and is carried
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-And there along the roads.
I shall give this paper
are two from the United States. I may, to the press.
It is the latest report of one
however, tell the honorable member that it is of the inspectors under the Vegetation Disnot the intention of the Government to re- eases Act.
There is also a plan, which
strict the appointment to residents in Vic- shows the districts in which the weed has
toria. Our desire, of course, is to get the appeared.
I can assure honorable memvery best man for the position.
bers that I am quite alive to the necessity
of steps being taken, and we are doing all
ST. JOHN'S WORT.
in our power to discover. something by
Mr. KEOGH asked the Minister of which we maI cope with what threatens to
Agriculture if he was aware that a noxious be a very great evil.
weed known as St. John's Wort was spreading .fast in Victoria, and, if so, whether he
WATER SUPPLY AT GUILDFORD
would take steps to stop it? He said that
AND YAPEEN.
this 'Weed was very prevalent at the head of
Mr. LAWSON asked the Minister of
several of the Gippsland rivers, and if it Water Supply what was delaying the
was washed down on to the river fiats hun- carrying out of the proposed water extendreds of thousands of pounds worth of pro- sion to Guildford and Yapeen, and whether
perty would be destroyed.
Mr. MURRAY.-As I explained last he would have the work commenced withnight, some experiments have been made in out further delay?
Mr. SWINBURNE.-The funds have
this direction. There is a specific by which.
this weed can be destroyed. It is very costly, not yet been authorized for this purpose,
and a considerable sum of money has been but if there are any funds left after the
placed at the disposal of the Director of resumption of the land for the Upper ColiAgriculture to enable him to continue the ban reservoir has been settled, the Departexperiments. in order to see if we cannot dis- ment will try to apply it to this purpose.
cover some cheaper means of destroying It will be necessary, however, to make provision for it in the next Loan Application
what is really a very bad weed.
•
Mr. KEoGH.-What is the specific you Bill.
refer to?
WEIGHT OF BAGS OF GRAI~.
Mr. MURRAY.-I will give honorable
members some information from the latest
Mr. BEARD asked the Premier if it was
report. One of these specifics is an arsent- the intention of the Government to introcal poison or a sulphurous poison.
I duce legislation for the restriction of the
may state that we called for. tendeIs. A weight of bags of grain, so as not to overtax
trial had been made of some chemical pre- the strength of those men who earn their livparation which had been brought under the ing as lumpers? He said that many men
notice of the Department by a resident of who were working at the unloading of bags
Bright, and the treatment of the weed by of grain at the railways had told him that
this chemical was successful in the destruc- the bags were from year to year becoming
tion of it.
But when we called for ten- heavier.
On one occasion it was stated
ders for the application of the chemical to that the bags had contained as much as 4ot)
20
acres of land: the lowest tenders lb. each.
This was a very heavy load for
amounted to £147 lOS., or over £7 per a man to carry, and would soon ·~ill any
acre.
In addition to that, some expense ordinary labourer.
The question that apwould have to be borne by the Department peared on the notice-paper spoke of legislain the carriage of appliances and materials. tion on the subject, but he believed that the
The total cost of the application of the Premier could do all that was required
chemical to those 20 acres would aver- through the ordinary administration of the
age £8 2S. 6d. per acre, so that that is Railway' Department by adopting a rule
rather too expensive a method of dealing that the bags should only be of a certain
with the areas affected.
This return shows weight.
From a humanitarian standcertain of those areas.
I do not know point, he trusted that the Premier would
whether it inel udes· all the areas that are be able to give a satisfactory reply.
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Mr. BENT.-I have heard that some of
these bags contain from 300 lbs. to 400 lbs.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Four hundred and nine
lbs.
Mr. BENT.-Well, I do not include the
9 lbs. I believe it will be a fair thing to
make them 4 bushels each, or about 240
lbs.
I promise to make inquiries in order
to ascertain whether that will meet the
views of all classes concerned.
SALE OF DUTY STAMPS.
Mr. LAWSON asked the Premier if he
,,'ould endeavour to make arrangements
with the Federal postal authorities, if
necessary, or otherwise, for advances of
duty stamps to non-official post offices III
country districts?
Mr. BENT.-Yes.
ACTING CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEES.
Mr. BENT movedThat Mr. Watt act as Chairman of Committees
for this day.

He said the Government intended to ask
the House to appoint a permanent Chairman of Committees on Tuesdav next.
'Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
suggest to the Premier that the appointment of the Chairman of Committees on
Tuesday should not be proceeded with too
early in the sitting, so as to permit country members to take part in the vote.
The motion was agreed to.
DEBTS CONVERSION BILL.
'Mr. BENT presented a message from
His Excellency the Governor recommending that an appropriation be D;lade from the
consolidated revenue for the purposes of
a Bill to provide for converting a certain
portion of the public debt of Victoria into
debentures.
The House having resolved itself into
cQrnmittee of the whole to consider the message,
Mr. BENT movedThat it is expedient that an appropriation be
made from the consolidated revenue for the purposes of a Bill to provide for converting a certain portion of the public debt of Victoria into
debentures.

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution was reported to the House and
adopted.
Authority having been given to Mr.
Bent and Mr. Swinburne to introduce a
Bill to carry out the resolution,
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Mr. BENT brought up a Bill" To provide for converting a certain portion of tht
public debt of Victoria into debentures,"
and moved that it be read a first time.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read a first time.
SURPLUS REVENUE BILL.
Mr. BENT presented a message from
His Excellencv the Governor recommending that an a'ppropriation be made from
the consolidated revenue for the purpose
of a Bill relating to the surplus revenue of
the financial rear ending on the 30th June:
19 0 4.

The House having gone into committee'
of the whole to consider the message, .
Mr. BENT movedThat it is expedient that an appropriation be
made from the consolidated revenue for the purposes of a Bill relating to the surplus revenue of
the financial year ending on the 30th day of
June, 1904.

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution was reported to the House and
adopted.
.On the question that authority be given
to :Mr. Bent and Mr. Swinburne to introduce a Bill to carry out the resolution,
l\Ir. BENT said that he would d,=fer explaining the provisions of the Bill until
the second reading. There were certain
schedules which he would circulate
amongst honorable members, and they
could not be circulated until the second
reading was proposed.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he could
not see any reason why the House should
not give leave to introduce this Bill, because
it was a mere question of whether this
money should be spent in the particular way
proposed.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK expressed the opinion that it would be a most
extraordinary thing to proceed to the second
reading of this Bill, which set aside
£3 66 ,000 out of the surplus, before a true
and correct finance statement was made
to the House. When the Treasurer had
explained it, the debate should be adjourned
until Tuesday, because this very large sum
of money was to be spent in different parts
of the State, and honorable members desired t9, go through the schedule very carefully.
Mr. BENT said the Government had
now £534,000. Of course there might be
£10,000 one way or the other. He proposed to deal with £516,000 by paying
£15 0,000 of the surplus to the Savings
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Banks, which would effect a saving of n~arly
£6,000 a year, and expendi'ng £366,705 on
the various works contained in the schedule
to this Bill. The items were as follow:Towards construction and repairs of main and
other roads and bridges, including those in the
Mallee (councils to spend ten shillings for every
pound advanced),. £30,000.
Survey of Tooleybuc water scheme, £1,500.
'Vater conservation and irrigation, as the Governor in Council may direct, £30,000.
Mining development and boring for gold and
coal, £30,000.
Flinders-street Railway Station (£20,000 to be
spent from railway revenue in addition), £60,000.

They would get 4 per cent. for that.
Towards 'Valhalla railway, £40,000.

He had a plan showing how
sand acres would be improved,
cess they would get on that
Black's report pointed out
would get about £roo,ooo.

many thouand the exland. Mr.
that they

Improvements Elwood Swamp and Point Qrmond (proceeds from the sale of the land so improved may, to the amount expended under this.
item, be used for other works under this Act),
£15,000.
Electric conveyors (railway) at Geelong and
Williamstown, £11,255.
Shed at Fcrntree Gully railway station, £800.
Towards paying off liabilities of Melbourne
University, £10,000.

Mr. BROMLEy.-Is this caused through
those defalcations?
Mr. BENT said it was, but he did not
like to put in the word defalcations.
Towards equipment University, for mining and
agriculture, £2,000.
Towards erection of building, Working Men's
College, £4,000.
Towards completion of
Natural
History
Museum, Public Library, £12,000.

Stawell

sto~e

,is to be used.

Towards bridge over Tambo River, £3,000.
Towards bridge over river at Bairnsdale,
£3,000.
Approaches to Cobram Bridge over River Murray, £3,000.

This State had completed the bridge across
the Murray, and paid all the money,
£r4,000, but the approach to it had now
to be made, and he thought the memoer
for the district would say that this was a
very proper way of spending £3,000.
Towards clearing lagoon, Port Melbourne,
£4 00 .
Tambo Valley road, between Mossiface and
Omeo, £2,5°0.
,
Heytesbury Shire-roads in forest, £800.
Road to 'Vood's Point, in Howqua Shire,
£1,000.
Road to Wood's Point, in Upper Yarra Shire,
£1,000.
Drain from railwav, in Collingwood (Council
to expend £250), £25'0.

Revenue Bill.

Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-How
about the continuance of that drain through
Fitzroy? You have paid nearly the whole
of the cost of the drain through Collingwood, but have not given the Fitzroy Council one penn y.
Mr. BENT said he was told that the
work was nearly finished.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (.T:itzroy).-The
Fitzroy portion has never been touched.
Mr. BENT said he would not mind a
little amendment later on, if the honorable
m'ember could convince the House that it
was necessary.
He himself raised the
same point, but he was told by the officers
that the work was nearly finished. However, he had a pound or two left, if more
was required.
Main roads, St. Arnaud Shire (council to expend £150), £3°0.
Main drain, Inglewood, £250.
Carrum weir, £3,000.

He was afraid this Carrum weir would be
a rather expensive item.
Mr. COLECHIN.-How much has it cost
up to now?
Mr. BENT said he was afraid to say.
vVelshpool tram, £3,000.

This was to bring the fish from the jetty
to the railway, and it would pay about 7
per cent. per annum.
Towards purchase of land and advances for
workmen's homes, £ro,ooo.
Apollo Bay jetty completion, £350'
Lorne jetty repairs, £700.
Black Rock bre~kwater, Picnic Point jetty repairs, and Brighton pier repairs and extension,
£7°°.
St. Leonard's jetty, £500.
Fumina roads, £2,500.
Moe Swamp roads (Shire of Narracan to spend
£500), £1,000.
Koo-wee-rup roads (Berwick Shire to spend
£2,000), £2,000.
Construction of railway trucks and carriages,
£10,000.
'
Construction of railway engines, £10,000.
Towards Charlton 'Veir and waterworks,
£1,000.
Painting and repairing State schools, £15,000.
Sewerage works, £3,5°0.
Yarra improvement (flood prevention), £3,500.
Show-rooms, Agricultural Society'S g,rounds,
£1,200.

Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Is this a
political institution?
Mr. BENT said it was not. The Minister of Lands promised these show-rooms
in the interests of the agricultural people
of the State, for the purpose of dis pia ying
their products. He was told that it would
cost about £r, r62.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I think this expenditure
is a great mistake. The money is wanted
elsewhere.
.
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Mr. BENT said that if honorable members did not like the item they could rub
it out.
1\lr. LANGDoN.~They will see an exhibitionthere worth looking at.
'Mr. BENT said the next items wereLifts, Public Offices, £1,200.
Planting with wattles, about 7,000 acres, near
Portland, £1,200.
Forestry, £5,000.
Towards erection and equipment of building
for mining and agricultural classes at the Melbourne University upon condition that the public
contribute £1 for £1 twelve months, £12,000.

Mr. GAuNsoN.-Would that not be better
at the Working Men's College?
Mr. BENT said the Working Men's College was to get £4,000. This institution
was to be a sort of working men's college,
too. It was intended to, allow agriculturists,
dairymen, and mining men to attend without
first passing matriculation.
Mr. BROMLEY.-You will find it is overlapping the Working Men's College.
.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Will this not be objected to as a piece of Socialism?
The SPEAKER.-Order!
Honorable
members will have an bpportunity of discussing these items when the schedule is
under consideration.
Mr. BENT said the next items wereTowards City Lockup, £8,000.
Contribution to Fever and other hospitals,

£3,000.

An HONORABLE l\1EMBER.-Why not
make that £20,000?
Mr. BENT said he had not got the
money.
Contribution to prevent destitute old persons
being sent to gaol, £1,000.

Mr. SAKGsTER.-What about preventing
destitute people being thrown on the streets?
You have got nothi.ng down for that.
Mr. BENT said the next items wereTowards purchasing public reserve, Brunswick,

£1,000.
Building to protect weights and measures, Observatory,' £7°°.
For conveyance of children to school in country
districts, £2,000.
'
Free libraries in country districts, £1,000.
Quarantine Ground, Portsea, £500.

,
~

,

\

He authorized Dr. Gresswell to put up a
few tents for the consumptives, and £500
was spent on that work. The last item in
the schedule wasTowards alteration of bridge, Stratford, £100.

The total was £366,705, That and the
£150,000 which was going to the Savings
Banks, and £8,000 he brought forward
from a Bin passed some years ago, the
money not having been expended owing to
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the matters having been transferred to the
Commonwealth, made up a sum of
£54 2,000. He had provided for the expenditure of £516,000. Of course he knew
that it had been said by some people that
Sir George Turner had passed a Bill which
provided that the balance of any surplus
should be handed over to the trust authorities; but the year after that measure was
passed Sir George Turner brought in a Surplus Revenue Bill, to divert the surplus
from that destination.
~1r. }lACKINNON.-We have had the reform and retrenchment movement since then.
l\1r. BENT said of course they had, or
he would not have had this £542,000 to disburse.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I do not know about
that. We have not had chapter and verse
Have you paid
for that £542,000 yet.
everybodv up to date?
~1r. BENT said he had paid everybody.
Mr. MAcKINNoN.-Then you are a remarkable Treasurer.
Mr. WARDE.-Have you held over any
railway accounts for next year, or stopped
anv works?
Mr BENT.-Not one penny.
On the
contrary, he handed over £20,000 to the
Railway Commissioners from the Treasurer's advance for the construction of
trucks, so that the work should not be
stopped.
The SPEAKER.-These interjections
are highly disorderlv.
Honorable members will ha:e an opportunity of discussing
the whole BIll. At present the Treasurer is
only explaining his reasons for asking leave
to bring in the Bill.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was then brought in, and read a first time.
RAILWAYS STANDING CO:M~nTTEE
LAW AMENDMENT BILL.
Mr. BE)JT moved for leave to introduce
a ~ill to amend the law relating to the
RaIlways Standing Committee.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in and read a
first time.
'
The SPEAKER.-When does the honorable gentleman propose to take the second
reading?
Mr: BENT stated that if he was allowed
he would be glad to go on with the Bill
.that night. It was intended to reduce the
number of the Railways Standinrr Com ..
mittee from nine to -six-two ~embers
from each side of the Assembly, and two
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from the other Chamber. It was also inMr. BENT.-I have no objection to the
tended to reduce the expenditure from adjournment of the debate.
Mr. MACKINNON.--I desire to state
£2,000 per annum to about £r,250, a saving of 42 per cent.
If he had the that I am wholly opposed to the existence
permission of the House he was prepared of the Railways Standing Committee. I
to move the second reading.
believe it is about time we abolished this
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Supposing the Commit- body. Of course, this Bill does not inter·
fere with tbe matter; but I may say that
tee are equally divided?
l\Ir. BE~T said that in that case the I am strongly opposed to the continuance
Chairman would have a casting vote.
of the committee, and I intend to vote
The Bill was. then ordered to be read a against it in any shape or form.
On the motion of ~Ir. WARDE, the desecond time this day.
i\lr. BE".\'T then ~oved the second read- bate was adjourned until the following day.
ing of the Bill. He said-The expenditur~
of the Railways Standing Committee for
ARTIFICIAL '~HANURES ACT r897
this year is as follows: -Attendance fees,
AMENDMENT BILL.
£[,215 75. 6d.; travelling expenses, £650
Mr.
MURRAY
moved for leave to in65.; jncirie1)tal expenses, induding allowtroduce
a
Bill
to
amend the Artificial
ance to witnesses, £qo 13S. 4d.-making a
total of £2,036 6s. lod. Then the salary l\fanures Act 1897.
T he motion was agreed to.
of the secretary is £420, bringing the toThe Bill was then brought in, and read
tal up to £2,456 6s. lod. But I am ina
first
time.
formed that the secretary of this Committee is also secretary to the Public Accounts
LOCAL GOVERNMEXT ACT r903
Committee. As I have said, I propose in
Al\'£ENDMENT BILL (No.3).
this Bill to reduce the number of the Railways Standing Committee from nine to six
Mr. BENT moved for leave to intro-it was originally thirteen-and I intend duce a Bill to amend the Local Governalso to reduce the travelling expenses and rr.ent Act I903.
fees, so that I think the total expenditure
Mr. GAUNSON asked if the Premier
would indicate shortI v the direction in
will be about £1,25°.
i'lr. OUTTRIM.-By clause 3 of' the (which the proposed a~endments would run,
Bill I see that it is proposed to allow the because there were many other amendments
Chairman to have two votes. He is given in the Local Government Act proposed?
th':! casting vote, and if there are only four For instance, he found the extraordinary
members present he must have, therefore, plioposition :laid down that by-laws of
two Yotes, as he is to have a vote as a mem- municipalities were not to be impeached beber of the committee. Is that the intention fore Courts of Petty Sessions. That was a
perfect outrage.
of the Government?
Mr. BENT.-I do not want to open up
:\lr. BENT.-"Vhat do you suggest?
1'v1r. OUTTRL~L-The committee is the whole Act. I want to touch the money
on'ly to be composed of six members. If it part.
The motion was agreed to.
were made an uneven number the Chairman
The Bill was then brought in, and read
would not be required to give a casting
vote, but when there is an even number a first time.
of members he will reallv have two votes.
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS.
Mr. BENT.-I did not want to reduce
the number from the Opposition side of
Mr. BENT said that in order to carrv
the House to one.
out the promise which he made the pr~
Mr. SWINBURNE.--There might be an vious night he begged to moveeven number of members present at any
That the Session:l.l Order relating to the order
time, even if the total number of the com- of business be suspended for this evening, so as
to allow general business to be proceeded with
mittee were made an uneven number.
before h:l.lf-past eight o'clock.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.--The Premier
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT seconded the
having made hjs statement on the second
reading of the Bill, I hope he will agree motion.
Mr. PRENDERGAST stated that he
to the debate being adjourned. Some honorable members are not present who desire did not know whether private members
to move for the abolition of the Committee who had business on the paper were prealtogether.
sent to go on with it before half-past eight

Private

[6

JULY,

1904.J

jJ{t'lnbers' Business.

137

o:clock. He did not see the honorable member for Abbotsford, whose name appeared
first on the list, present in the House.

Mr. :MACKINNoN.-Because it involved
important principles in connexion with the
appropriation of public nlulley.

~Ir. WATT.-His is only a motion for
leave to introduce a Bil(

Mr. BENT said he supposed that the
honorable member for Prahran really only
wanted to make a little display. There was
now onl v forty minutes until the time when
private -' members' business must be proceeded with. In previous sessions he (Mr.
Bent) had known the difficulties which private members had experienced in getting on
0vith any of their measures. He had had
}:ills of his own which he could not proceed
with, and he really thought he was doing
something generous in proposing this
motion.

Mr. PRENDERGAST said that if
other honorable members who had business
on the paper were present he would not object to the motion.
Mr. MACKI~NON remarked that he
did not wish to offer any objection to the
motion, but he desired to draw attention to
what he thought was the curious want of
readiness on the part of the Government.
They appeared to have no Bills whatever
to go on with. No Bills had been circulated that morning, and here they were right
in the working part of the session with nothing prepared. Seeing that there was a
Ministry, which, although, perhaps, not.
great in the country at speechifying,
~\'as
supposed to be a hard-working
M inistrv, it was a very bad start that
when they were given the opportunity
this session of ·showing what they had
been doing, they were unable to furnish the
House with their Bills at the commencement
of the session. The members on the Opposition side of the House gave the Ministry
the opportunity the previous night of showing what their mettle was by refraining
from continuing a useless discussion. There
was plenty of time for that discussion later
on bv those who believed in biting when
they -began to bark. He thought he might
fairl v sa v, at any rate for honorable members -'in the Opposition corner, and he believed also for the Opposition generally,
that they were disappointed that those measures which had been so much talked about
outside, and which were alleged to be ready
to .lav before the House, were not ready
at the present time. The result was that
thev had to suspend the sessional orders in
ord"er that private members might supply the
requirements of the evening.

Mr. WARDE expressed the opinion that
the protest lodged by the honorable member
for Prahran was a justifiable one. In the
first place, they had the press apologist for
ithe Government stating that day, that the
reason the Government never brought forward the Bill to provide for the compulsory
resumption of land during the year and ten
months they had occupied the Treasury
Bench was because the reform question so
much interfered with their possibilities of
doing business. Now, if the Government
were honest in their compulsory settlement
intentions surely if it was the House that
dela ved matters, and if the Government
wer~ prepared at any time during the last
session to bring forward that Bill, had the
question of reform not been so pressing, it
might have been supposed that the Closer
Settlement Bill would have been circulated immediatelv Parliament met this
session. Everybody was anxious to know
what were the particular proposals in that
measure, and he (Mr. Warde) said unhesitatingl y that the main plank in the platform
of the Government, and in the future success of the State of Victoria, depended on
what that measure contained. He quite
agreed with the honorable member for Prahran in saying that that Bill should have
been ready for circulation before now, and
Mr. BENT said he was rather amused that the Government should have been preat the remarks of the honorable member for pared to proceed with it at any time..
Prahran. Could the honorable member
Mr. i\{URRAY stated that he desired to
point to any occasion in the previous history inform honorable members that the Closer
of the Victorian Parliament on which busi- Settlement Bill would be in their hands next
ness had been so far advanced at the com- day. As honorable members who had been
mencement of the session as it was this ses- .in Cabinets were aware, the drafting of imsion? He (Mr. Bent) had proposed this portant measures was very slow. work, as
motion, because he had promised to do so thev had to be cast and recast over and over
the previous night. Why did not the hon- again until it was certain that they carried
orable member let him go on with the Sur- out or expressed the intentions of the Goplus Revenue Bill?
vernment. The Bill in question was sent to
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the Government Printer on Tuesday morning, and he had expected that it would have
been circulated by this time.
Mr. WARDE.-The Bill that was promised a year and ten months ago was sent
to the Government Printer yesterday morning.
:\lr. MURRAY said that the honorable
member for Flemington was, as the honorable member not infrequently was, not
quite fair. The Bill that was prepared a
year and ten months ago was not the Bill
which the Government proposed to submit
to the present Parliament.
Mr. MACKINNON.-Then you have gone
away from Mr. Irvine?
nir. MURRAY said that in some respects
they had. This was an entirely new Bill, and
he did not think that after all they had
lost a great deal of time in not introducing
it just now. They would be prepared to
go on with it the following afternoon if
honorable members were ready to deal with
it then. He hoped it would be of such a
very satisfactory character that it would experience very little opposition from any
quarter. However, honorable members would
have the Bill in their hands not later than
the following morning.
Mr. GAUNSON asked if the Government
ymuld mind putting side by side with the
Bill they were proposing to introduce
now the clauses which that great and
good man, Mr. Irvine, was anxious
to introduce last year, so that honor
able memberS' might be able to judge
properly between the two measUles? He
confessed that he thought it was rather
hard lines to twit the Premier and his colleagues with not having their work prepared.
Good Heavens!
Look at the
hard work that the Premier did at election
If it had not been for his going
time.
on the platform and pulling his colleagues,
as well as a great many other honorable
members on· the Ministerial side of the
House, through by the neck and shoulders
by promises just about election time, where
would the Premier be to-night?
Mr. THOMSON said he would suggest
to the :MinisteI of Lands that, seeing the
Closer Settlement Bill was a very impoFtant measure, and that country members
were greatly interested in it, he should post. pone the second reading of the Bill until
the following Tuesday.
:Most of the
country members had to go home on Friday
morning, and there would not be much oppOItunity of going into the Bill before
Tuesday.
This was a Bill which should

Members' Business .

have been introduced vears ago, and was
one of the most important measures that
had been brought forward for many years.
The fullest opportunity, therefore, should
be given to country members to thoroughly
peruse the Bill, so as to have a complete
knowledge of it before the Minister made
his second-reading speech.
Mr. J. CAMERO~ (Gippsland East)
stated that he disagreed with the last
speaker.
In his opinion it would be wise
for the Government to introduce the Bill
the fbllowing day, and then let it stand
over until Tuesday, when honorable members would be able to deal both with the
Bill and with the speech which the Minister
delivered on introducing it.
The motion was agreed· to.
LEGAL PRACTITIONERS
RECIPROCITY ACT 1903
A~IENDMENT BILL (No.2).
Mr. BAILES (in the absence of Mr.
BEAZLEY) moved for leave to introduce a
Bill to render section 2 of the Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Act 1903 operative,
pending the making of rules thereunder.
The motion was agIeed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
EIGHT HOURS ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION COMMITTEE.
Mr. BOYD movedThat a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the collection and distribution of the funds received by the Eight
Hours Anniversary Celebration Committee for
the y!,!ars 1900 to 1904 inclusive in conn ex ion
with their art union, such Committee to consist
of Mr: Argyle, Mr. J. Cameron, Mr. Hqlden,
Mr. Lawson, Mr. Morrissey, Mr. 'VaU, and the
mover, with power to send for persons, papers, and
records, to sit on days on which the House does
not meet, and to report the minutes of evidence
from time to time; five to be the quorum.

He sa:i:d--In submitting this motion, I would
like to explain the reason why I have asked
the honorable members whose names are
mentioned to act on the committee.
I
~hought it was a fair thing that this committee should come from each side of the
House, and with that object in view, I approached the leader of the Opposition (Mr.
Prendergast), and asked him if he would
consent to two of his supporters acting on
'the committee.
Not getting any favorable reply or any encouragement of any
kind from him, I was forced into the posi.
tion of asking three honorable members in
Opposition corner
to
act
on
the
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the committee, so that it should be honesty about these balance-sheets is shown
iIepresentative of both sides of the House. by the fact that in 1900 the amount of
N one of the gentlemen named is interested balance in the bank is shown as £5 14S.
in the matter in any wav, and, so far as I 2d., but when you come to the balanceknow; none of them kn~ws anything at all sheet of 1901, no account whatever is given
about the matter.
The reason why I have of how this money has been used.
At the
asked for this inquiry is that a very large end of 1901 the balance in the bank is
amount of monev is collected annually, and shown as £954 2S. 5d., but when you come
is disposed of -without the public having to the balance-sheet of 1902 that £954 is
any knowledge of what becomes of it.
quietly dropped out of sight.
i\Ir. HANNAH.-Are you sure?
l\1r. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Will you
~1r. BOYD.-Yes, quite sure.
Up till ascertain whether the balance-sheet that you
1902, balance-sheets were printed, which are quoting from is a progress balance,,,ere very' difficult to obtain.
They were sheet only?
not circulated generally, and it was very
Mr. BOYD.-There is nothing on it about
difficult indeed to get a copy of one of the its being a progress balance-sheet.
It is
Since 1902 they have not
documents.
a definite balance-sheet made up and auheen published. They have been written
dited, and the definite balance in the bank
out. This art union is carried on with the
is shown on one side.
That sum of £954
tacit consent of the Government, although is not accountec, for in the balance-sheet of
The method 1902.
not with their actual consent.
As the money is collected from the
is that when anyone intends to ~un 3:n a~t public with the stated object of being given
union for charitable purposes, notIficatIOn IS
to the public charities, I contend that the
sent to the Attorney-General, and if the
public are entitled to know where thatl
Attorney-General does not object, the .thing
£954 goes to.
In the balance-sheet of
goes on in the usual course. I have 111 my
1902 the balance in the bank is shown as
hand copies of the balance-sheets of 1~00,
£919 IS. Id., and from then up till now
190 I, and 1902,
The balance-sheets smce
we are unable to obtain any information as
1902 I have been unable to obtain, a.lthough
We are told
to where that money goes.
one of the speakers at the last anmversary
that it is given to charity, but I ask the
dinner said that thev could be had upon
House, if there is nothing underlying this
One of the journals in Vicapplication.
balance-sheet, and if all the honesty that
toria sent a representative to get a copy of
should be shown bv those who run the
the balance-sheet, and he was promptly
concern is embodied "in it, why they do not
told that they were only for the public, and
show what thev do with this balance? What
that the information was not for the press.
are the charitIes to which it goes? Who
}Ir. HANNAH.-\Vhat journal?
gets the money, and: to what extent d?es
}lr. BOYD.-I am not going to name each institution participate? In conversatIon
the journal for advertising purposes.
with the honorable member for Carlton I
:Mr. HANNAH.-Why not?
was told that some little time ago the Eight
Mr. BOYD.-That is my business.
Hours Anniversary Committee was per'Mr. HANNAH.-It is just as well to be mitted to contribute a certain proportion of
honest.
their SUI plus towards the Trades Hall
Mr. BOYD.-The honorable member building' fund, but that was stopped by the
does not know very much about that kind Attorney-General of the day.
Now the
of business.
committee has grown to such an extent that
!d:r: BROMLEY.-He should not ask for it has to keep ~p a most e~pensive suite of
impossibilities, should he?
offices, for which it pays heavy rent.
I
Mr. BOYD. - When any body, it does understand that those offices are in the
not matter what it is called, collects large Trades Hall buildings, and therefore what
sums cif money, running up to £6,000 or the committee could not contribute straight£7,000, with the ostensible object of forwardly it now contributes indirectly to
distributing it for charitable purposes, we the Trades Hall in the shape of rent.
Gught at least to get a correct audit. T~e
Mr. WARDE.-It would not matter if the
method of auditing these balance-sheets IS
one of the loosest that you could possibly rooms were in the Reform League offices
have and there are items in them whkh in Collins-street.
Mr. BOYD.-It would matter, wherever
open' one's mind to draw conclusions from
them that mayor may not be warranted the rooms were, and whatever institution it
At any rate, the w2:nt of was.
by the facts.
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Mr. COLECH~N.-You expect them to meet
in the street, I suppose?
Mr. BOYD.-No, but I do not expect
the committee greatly to increase its expenses in the manner in which these b~l
ance-sheets show that they have been Illcreased. The last balance-sheet shows that
out of close on £7,000 collected, the com·
mittee only had a balance of £9 19'
That means that it cost about £6,080
to run a concern for £919 of profi c.
I find an amount of £42 2S. 6d. put down
in the balance-sheet of 1900 for medals and
er:graving. These were gold medals.
Mr.
GAUNSON.-T.hen
they
were
genuine?
Mr. BOYD,-Oh, yes j and if the £95 6
that they have spent upon themselves in
running this committee is a genuine expenditure, then they have done very well.
Included in that £956 is one item of £ 10 4.
I put that down as being for champagne
and cigars j and a little later on we get an
item of £4 9s. 6d. for a wreath and
funeral notice.
Evidently the champa~ne
was too strong for some people who were
not accustomed to it.
Coming from the
1900 balance-sheet, where £42 2S. 6d. was
spent on medals and engraving, we reach
the next year, and find an expenditure of
£121 2S. 6d. for the same item, while 1n
1902 we find the sum of j)80 spent for
medals and engraving. I suppose it is ..l.
reasonable thing to assume that the two'
balance-sheets we cannot get hold of show
an increasing amount.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-What two years cannot you obtain?
:Mr. BOYD.-The years 190" and 19 0 4.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-How can the year
1904 be out yet? The thing is hardly
finished.
Mr. BOYD.-Oh, yes, it is out, and at
the request of the Crown a written copy
has been handed over, but it is a secret
copy, and cannot be obtained by anyone
outside. I suppose the honorable member
knows that. The reason why I ask for this
inquiry is that, out of £7,000 collected
from the public, it costs over £6,000, as
shown in the balance-sheet of 1902, to run
this fete. That is a ridiculous sum on the
face of it.
Mr. W ARDE.-Do you know anything
about it?
Mr. BOYD.-Yes j I know a little about
it, and if what was done with the balance
of £919 was shown also in the balance-
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sheet, there would probably be no cause for
an investigation, because, although it might
be an extravagant method of running a concern of this kind, yet the committee .would
have done its best) and would have shown
exactly what had been done with the surplus. Now, the committee has not shown
that, but shows an excessive expenditure
How is that made up? There is an item of
"Duties at the Exhibition, £165 "; another
item, " Committee fees, £46 lOS. ad." j and
"Sub-committee's expenses, £101 5S. Id."
Then entertaining visiting delegates cost
£IIO lOS. 6d.. , and the official luncheon,
meals, &c., cost £104 6s. od., and medals
and engraving £180.
1\1r. W ARDE.-What did it cost for that
armoured train. you took through to your
mines?
Mr. BOYD.-Whatever it cost I paid
for.
The honorable member knows that,
because I stopped two members of hjs party
from going in it.
Mr. WARDE.-Oh no, I know that the
sweated miners paid for it.
1\1r. BOYD.-Then we find the strange
item of '" Honorarii,' £20 lIS. "d.," and
then a recurring item of " Delegations, £52
IS. od." Then the officers' salaries amount
to £227, and here is a peculiar item which
needs some explaining--" Executive lost
time, £6 6s. 10d." They not only charge
their fees for working, but while the other
people are processing they are charging for
lost time. Then we have in addition to
the lost time the expenses of the committee,
and an item of £75 9s. od. '" social' expenses." These are items that at least are
questionable. I am not prepared to say here
that they are wrong, but I say that they
ar1e very questionable, and the country has
a right to know what the money is spent
in, whether it is necessary to run an art
union, and whether, when so much money
is spent, and no correct account is giv,en
to the public, such things should be' sanctioned by the Government. It is for that
purpose that I have asked for this Committee
of Inquiry, and it was because I was unable
when I made overtures to the leader of
the Opposition to get his consent to
any of the gentlemen whq sit behind him
acting on this committee, that I was forced
to ask gentlemen sitting in the Opposition
corner. The loose method of audit that
is adopted by a body collecting such a large
sum of money is one that demands an inquiry.
Mr . WATT seconded the motion.
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:Mr. PRENDERGAST.-In replying to The following is the list of do~ations for
the charges made by the honorable member the three years:for Melbourne, I do not want to be considered an apologist for anything that may
1901.
1902. 1903.
Institutions.
savour of any tricky dealing in connexion
. £ 8.
£ . 8.
£ 8.
with the funds that may be used on behalf
40 0 40 0 20 0
Melbourne Hospital
of the Eight Hours Committee, or of any Alfred
40 0 40 0 20 0
Hospital
20 0 20 0 20 0
other organization, but the whole of the Children's Hospital
20 0 20 0 20 0
Women's Hospital
balance-sheets in connexion with this body Queen Victoria
20 0 20 0 20 0
400400
Homroopathic
Hospital
20 0
have been placed before the Attorney-Gene- Eye and Ear Hospital
400400 20 0
50 0 25 0 25 0
ral. The Attorney-General told me him- St. Vincent's Hospital
20 0 20 0 20 0
Hosp tal
self that although when he was appealed Austin
25 0 20 0 10 0
Williamstown Hospital ..
Denta.l Hospital
.. 200200
to last y,ear for permission to hold the art Melbourne
20 0 20 0
Melbourne District Nursing Society
union again this year, he said he could not Melbourne Benevolent Asylum
200200
0 10 0
Melbourne
Orphan
Asylum
..
grant permission, yet he decided on further Melbourne Deaf and Dumb Asylum 20
20 0 20 0 10 0
20
0 20 0 10 0
l'tlelbourne
Blind
Asylum
consideration to allow it to be held, because
15 0 15 0
Home for Men
5 0
he found that although it might be expen- Convalescent
15 0 15 0
Convalescent Home for Women
5 0
Aid Society . .
. . 10 0 10 0
5 0
sive to run a show like that there did not Immigrants'
Melbourne Jewish Philanthropic Soseem to be any evidence of any wrong-dealing
10 10 1010
ciety
..
20 0 10 0
5 0
Sisters of the Poor
in the transaction. There is ,evi~ence upon Little
15 0 10 0
2 2
Collingwood Dispensary
15 0 10 0
2 2
the face of the demand for this inquiry of a Richmond Dispensary
10 0 10 0
2 2
Collingwood Creche
desire to cast opprobrium upon an organi- Richmond Creche
10 0 10 0
2 2
10
0
Catholic
Orphanage
10
0
zation that has existed for many years in Homes of Hope ..
10 0 10 0
this State, and that has fiad many keen Gordon Home for Boys ..
10 0 10 0
5 0
Ragged Schools
10 0 10 ()' 5 0
and critical eyes from its own side upon Melbourne
Ladies' Benevolent SocietyMelbourne ..
5 0
its actions while running these art unions
Carlton
..
5 0
In the past.
A statement has been made
North Melbourne
5 0
Fitzroy
5 0
here that if an account IS given of what
South l\felbourne
5 0
Collingwood
5 0
was done with the balance of £1,054 In
Prahran
..
5 0
the year 1901, and with the balance of
South Yarra
5 0
Albert Park
5 0
£872 in the year 1902, that will be conFootscray ..
5 0
sidered satisfactory. The balance-sheets that
Essendon
5 0
Flemington
5 0
have been quoted are not the complete
Hawthorn ..
5 0
Brunswick ..
5 0
balance-sheets, but are progress balanceWilliamstown
5 0
sheets that have been issued by the comBrighton . .
..
5 0
Dorcas
Society,
Port
Melbourne
5
0
5 0
5 0
mittee in order to stipply the fullest infor- Shipwreck Relief Society
5 0
5 0 5 0
mation, and to show the surplus available Ballarat Hospital
50 0 20 0
Hospital
30 0 20 0
for the committee to distribute to the vari- Bendigo
Beechworth Hospital
12 0 12 0
20 0 20 0
ous charities. I hold in mv hand a state- Geelong Hospital
Horsham Hospital
20 0 20 0
ment, showinq- how far this money has l't1ildura Hospital
10 0 10 0
Creswick
Hospltal
10
0 10 0
gone, both in the conntry and in the town, Omeo Hospital ..
..
10 0 10 0
. . 10 0 10 0
together with the following statutory Upper Goulburn Hospital
Echuca Sanatorium for Consumptives 20 0 20 0
declaration : Ovens Benevolent Asylum
. . 10 0 10 0
I, Charles Harris, of 7 Barry-street, South
Yarra, in the State of Victoria, do solemnly and
sincerel y declare that the statement of amounts
distributed to the charitable institutions and persons by the' Melbourne Eight Hours Anniversary
Committee, as specified in the document to which
this declaration is attached, is true and correct
in every particular. And I make this solemn
deClaration conscientiously believing the same to
be true, and by virtue of the provisions of an Act
of the Parliament of Victoria rendering persons
making a false declaration punishable for wilful
and corrupt perjury.

Ladies' Benevolent Asylum (Bright)
Ballarat Orphan Asylum. .
Other States (distributed through our
Representatives)
..
..
Federal and Lamont Relief Fund ..
Mrs. Newbonnd Relief :I!'und
Mrs. Davis Relief Fund ..
Robert Banks' Relief Fund
Eight Hours' Monument Fund
McCulloch ltelief Fund ..
Miners' Accident Fund ..
UnemplOyed Relief l!'und
Collman Memorial Fund ..
Bennett Relief Fund
..
Weissgerber Relief Fund ..
Ritchie Young Relief Fund
..
Outtrim l\1:iners' Relief Fund (Wives
and Children)

5

0

5
15

0
0

95
25
20
12
5
5

0
0
0
0
5
0

95

0

10 0
10 0
15 2/6
5 0
5 0
5 0
3

0

7 17

CHAS. HARRIS, Secretary,
Melbourne Eight Hours Apniversary Committee.

1,054 15 872 12/6 274 5

Declared before me, at Melbourne, in the State
aforesaid, this sixth day of J ul y, in the year of
our Lord One thousand nine hundred and four.
STEPHEN BARKER, Justice of the Peace.

Mr. BOYD.-The item of £95, distributed in other States, does not come out of
your balance-sheet.
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Mr. PRE \TDERGAST.-·It comes out
of the money paid for the tickets which are
bought in other States~
nil'. BOYD,-Who audited that statement?
~Ir: PRENDERGAST.-I could not tell
the honorable member, but a statutory declaration is attached to it. The matter of
who audited it is totally beside the question. In consequence of the wet weather
in 1903, the receipts were much smaller,
and the amount divided in charity was onlv
£274 5s. One of the items last year wa"'s
£7 17 s. for the wives and :children of the
Outtrim miners. That ought to cause a
keen pang in the breast of the honorable
member for Melbourne.
~Ir. BOYD.-If the men had had any
sense they would not have required it.
~Ir. PRE~DERGAST.-There is no
desire on the part of the members of the
party that I lead' to burke inquiry. W'hile
we say that it may be perhaps desirable
that an impartial inquiry should be conducted by gentlemen who want to find out
. something in the interests of the State, it
is not advisable in the first place to haye
a partial committee appointed. When the
honorable member for Melbourne appealed
to me, I said to him then, as I say now,
that if any committee is to be appointed
jt should be appointed by the House. That
is the view whkh I have alwavs held about
the appointment of select comrn"ittees. Before
any committee at all is appointed to
enter upon an inquiry into this matter the
House itself should resolve, after hearing
a statement from both sides, whether it
is worth while going to the expense of
holding an inquiry at all, when the whole
question has been made public to the very
last penny which has come into the committee's funds. Surelv if there was anv desire
to hide any receipts at all it would be done
by failing to acknowledge the full sale of
tickets.
~1r. BOYD.--This is the first time that the
statement you have just read has ever appeared.
~Ir. PRENDERGAST.-This statement
is available to the press every year, and the,
growing lists of names of life' governors of
various charitable institutions which can
be seen at the Trades Hall will sho,v what a
vast amount of money must be distributed
every year by the Eight Hours Committee.
The honorable member for Melbourne said
that he wanted an ,explanation of these items,
and that that was his sole demand.
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Mr. BOYD.-And an explanation of the
excessive cost of running the fete-£6,000
a year.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-That is a
matter upon which the Attorney-General
has to satisfy himself. How are you going
to sell tickets in connexion with a celebration like this? In a great number of instances it costs as much as 30 per cent. to
sell the tickets, and sometimes the cost is
much more than, that. That doe~n't include the cost of advertising, which takes
about £1,000 of the receipts.
Mr. BOYD.-How is it the Druids can do

fr?

'

Mr. WARDE.-In one year the first
prize of £1,000 was not cla.imed from the
Druids, and the v were enabled to distribute ,it amongst "the charities.
.
Mr. MURRAY.-In this case the honorable
member for Melbourne suggests that they
distributed it amongst themselves.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I would ask
honorable members not to treat the question
with levity. It is not altogether a joke, and
it cannot be treated in the same wav as some
of the Government business can be treated .
If an inquiry is to be held, it should embrace the conduct of all other similar art
unions in Melbourne, and it should not be
an inquiry sought for in any bitterness of
spirit against an organization that has
existed with credit for many years. There
should be a reasonable scope for full inquiry, but there should be a strict liinitation as to the years that shall be inquired
into. Whatever the House decides on the
Labour Party are prepared to abide bv.
The inquiry should be fair and open, and -it
is reasonable to ask that its scope should be
extended to the other bodies that are running
art unions so that it shall not merely show
a political spirit of vindictiveness such as
the present motion inay be supposed to convey. I don't say that that is the motive actuating the honorable member for Melbourne, although by his smile the honorable
member perhaps indicates that I am right.
Mr. BOYD.-No, he does not.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-At any rate, the
motion has that appearance, and was
threatened by the honorable member when
he was on the hustings at the last election.
The Labour Party do not want to burke inquiry, but we d; ask that .. reasonable consideration shall be given to the feelings of
people who may reasonably consider themsel ves outraged by having their transactions
singled out for inquiry by the honorable
member, when those transactions are as open
and as honest and as above board as those of
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any other section of the community to-day.
I would point out further that full credit
must be given to the Attorney-General in
connexion with this matter. Surely there
is nobody who would distrust the acumen of the Han. J. M. Davies in looking into a matter of this kind, or his
business capacity for conducting such an
examination. He is a keen man who has a
soul for nothing but business, and he would
have no feeling for anybody in a matter of
this kind, and he "'ould proceed along
lines that he considered absolutely just and
fair, without consideration for anyone.
And that honorable gentleman's statement
to me was, that while it might have been
expensive to run this art union, there was
no evidence of any dishonesty, or words to
that effect, in connexion with the transaction.
The honorable m'ember who has
moved the motion ack,now ledges that a
copy of the balance-sheet has been placed
in the hands of the Attornev-General, and
if the Attorney-General declares that it is
to be kept secret in his Department, then
the Attorney-General is responsible for that
action.
Mr. UURRAY.-That would not prevent
you, or whoever manages it, from publishing their own balance-sheet.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-This balancesheet has to be satisfactory to the AttorneyGeneral.
Mr. BOYD.-Why don't you publish it
and distribute it?
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-This will be
published and distributed to-night.
, Mr. MURRAY.-There is nothing in that.
It is not disputed.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-This is a
statement of how the money has been
placed by the society for three years.
Mr. MURRAY.-A small portion of the
receipts.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Every porti9n
will be printed and published, and you
have had a balance-sheet upon various
occaSIOns.
l\Jr. VI ARDE.--lt is the balance paid; he
wants to know where it has gone.
Mr. PRENDE~GAST.-Last year an
attack was made by a gentleman in connexion with a leading Melbourne daily, on
several different occasions. We will omit
the political reasons. It was very evident
to the honorable gentleman who was Attorney-General at that period-and he was the
same honorable gentleman who is now Attorney-General-that these attacks were

1904.J

Celebration Committee.

143

being made upon this organization by parties who desired to do the worst they possibly could from the political aspect, and
perhaps against the Trades Hall. It
would be very funny if the Attornev - General
would
not
himself
make"' the fullest inquiry to see whet·her the
things were straight and above board. The
individuals who made that attack had a
method of procedure if they liked to prosecute that organization j but they declined
to use their power to do so, and wanted to
get public money for the purpose. No one
would ever say, no matter what their political opinions are, that there has ever been a
friendl y spirit between those sitting on the
Government benches and the Labour Party;
and if it could have been manifested to
Ur. Davies that this balance, or any portion of the money, had been going astray,
and had been used for purposes other than
those stated. in the printed conditions, Mr.
Davies would be the last man to hush up the
transaction.
It was becauseMr. Davies,
on inquiry, had apparently satisfied himself
that there was nothing crooked in the matter
that he had resolved not to waste public
money in conn ex ion with it, and to allow
private individuals, if they wished, to spend
their own money in order to gratify their
spleen against the Eight Hours Committee.
Mr. BOYD.-That is very nice, but you
could get over it by publishing the balance-.
sheet.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I have made a
statement, and I think the Government would
be wise if they obtained the opinion of the
Attorney-General and examined matters for
themselves, and prevented this splenetic
action from going further. If the v determined to go on, they could make 8. general
inquiry embracing all the organizations.
Ur. WARD E.-In connexion 'With this
matter, I should like to point out that we
have not the slightest objection to a fair
investigation of the accounts of the Eight
Hours Anniversary Celebration Committee.
As
most
honorable
members
past - for
know,
for
many
years
nearly
forty-eight
years - there
has
been an anniversary celebrated in connexion ,,·ith the foundation of the eight
hours movement, and for many years of
that time the proceeds derived from these
demonstrations were devoted to the building
fund and the extension of the particular
institution with which we are identified.
However, the law was altered in connexion
with Jotteries and art unions, and it was
decided by Parliament that no art union
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should be allowed to be carried on unless
the proceeds were to be distributed for
charity, and I believe that works of art
were to be the only prizes given. It appears
that during the past few years there has
been a considerable amount of friction in
regard to the expenses entailed in the carrying on of these organizations, and also as to
the amount of results that have been distributed amidst the different charitable institutions. Following upon this, the Eight
Hours Anniversary Committee has come in
for a considerable' amount of criticism j but
I do not think that their percentage of expenses has ever been greater in proportion
to receipts than those of the Druids and
the Australian Natives Association in the
work carried out for the same object. Many
honorable members are a ware that the
A.X.A. for many years carried on an organization of this sort. I would ask honorable members to pay attention, because this
bears upon what appears to be the large
expenditure necessary for the success of
these efforts. We had the A.N.A .., the
DlUids, and the Eight Hours Anniversary
Committee all competing one against the
other at about the same month in the year.
The Druids held their annual demonstration at Easter time, the Eight Hours Anniversary held theirs upon 2 I st April, and
the 26th of January-the day, I believe,
when the first boat load of convicts landed
. at Botany Bay-was selected by the Australian representatives as the day upon
which the foundation of Australia was to
be celebrated.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I object to that; it is
the day when Captain Cook hauIed up the
flag.
~Ir. WARDE.-I may be wrong. I was
under that impression. Honorable members will understand that the work of
running an organization of this character
from January to April is an expensive matter. I should like the honorable member
for Melbourne to recollect that most of
these committees are in actual work for
seven or eight months of the year. It is
a very large undertaking, and the whole
of Australia is placed under contribution
to secure' funds from the sale of tickets.
The A.N.A., during the time it carried on
its work as a body, was first in the field.
Its demonstration was held on 26th J anuary; in April followed that of . the
Druids j and then came that of the EIght
Hours Anniversary. There was a certain
amount of competition between the three
organizations in the disposal of their
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tickets, and I believe the honorable member knows that most of the tickets are disposed of through recognised agencies either
in the metronolis or from end to end of
Australia.
You have to have capable
agents working in all the large citiesmen of probity, who can be trusted with
the distribution of thousands of pounds'
worth of tickets. The agents send their
boys out with the tickets, and pay them a
certain percentage for the sale of them.
This caused an undoubted competition to
spring up between these institutions, and
so keen did this competition become, that
I believe a meeting of some character was
held between them, to decide what percentage should be paid. to the agents for
the disposal of the tickets.
Like
other bodies that enter into competition,
although they agreed that a certain percentage should be p~id to those selling the
tickets, one of these institutions, which I
will not name, exceeded the 25 per cent.
that was agreed upon. Twenty-five per
cent. was agreed upon as the maximum
to the chief agents for the disposal of these
tickets, and when the second and third
people came along they found that the
agents would not take the tickets up, because they would not sell the Druids and the
Eight Hours tickets at 25 pel cent., while
they could run the same line for the
A.N.A. at 30 per cent. The Druids and
the Eight Hours had to come to the same
standard of percentage out of the results.
Anyone will agree that 30 per cent. on the
sale of tickets by the agents was a large
charge on the ultimate profits supposed to go
to the charities. I am a past president of the
Eight Hours Anniversary Celebration Committee, and we have three or four othel past
presidents on this (the·· Opposition) side of
the House, and we all agree that there is
no objection to an inquiry into the working and distribution of that organization.
Some of our friends possibly think that
the funds have been used for other purposes than charities. I have no hesitation in saying, as one who has been president, and who has taken a part for many
vears in its work, that there has never been
penny of the funds of that body diverted
from the purpose for . which the funds
were subscribed bv the public. We do
not want the inqui"ring body to be constituted from only two sections of the House,
who do not understand the inner working
of the organization. We have no objection to an independent committee of inquiry, and I suggested to the honorable
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member for Fitzroy, also a past president
of the Eight Hours Anniversary Committee, that we should have on the Committee of Inquiry two individuals whQ
have never occupi~d a seat on that body.
We suggested the honorable member for
Ballarat West, and the honorable member for Williamstown, who have never
been connected with the working of that
oHranization. I think it' will be admitted
th~t if any Committee is to be appointed
to inquire into the working of these organizations, and the distribu60n of these funds,
our party, as a representative section in
this House, is entitled fo some representation.
Mr. BOYD.-Do not forget that I asked
for two of your members.
Mr. WARDE.-J asked the honorable
member, while he was speaking, to accept
the names of two members in lieu of any
two on his proposed Committee, and the
honorable member said that he could not
withdraw any names without the consent
of the gentleinen who had promised to act.
The honorable member went on to say that
the Druids had given £2,000 in one year,
He was not aware that the year when the
Druids gave £2,000, their first prize of
£ 1,000 was not claimed.
The result \vas
that the £1,000 became the profit of the
art union, and was rightly handed to the.
charities. When the Hibernian Society's
£1,000 prize was not claimed a few years
ago, they were enabled to show £1,000 in
addition to their ordinary profits, and,
naturally, carrying on upon just and honest
lines, they did not divide it among
themselves, and as the honorable member
seems to think that everybody except himself is-1\1r. BOYD.--I must rise to a point of
order.
The honorable member is imputing to me things I never had the slightest
intention of saying. I did not impute to
the gentlemen running the concern any dishonesty or trace of dishonesty. All I asked
for was an inquiry and a definite statement of the facts.

Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy). - In
speaking to the point of order, I would
rt'mark that the honorable member for
:Melbourne, in criticising the Eight Hours
Committee, mentioned the fact that they
met in the Trades Hall, and he said"( Could not they have honestly engaged
rooms other than the Trades Hall?" That
is imputing dishonesty ...
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The SPEAKER.-That is not relevant
to this point of·order. The honorable m~m
ber should have raised that point of order
when those words were spoken. The point
raised now is in regard to something which
the honorable member for Flemington said,
but he did not impute any dishonesty whatever to the mover of this motion.
~1r. WARDE.-I am glad to see the
way in which you, 1\1r. Speaker, have taken
it. Evidently Mr. Speaker has more intuition than the honorable member who
moved this motion. If the honorable member had had half the penetratiye powers of
yourself,
sir,
he
would
not
have:
wasted the time of the House in this
matter. What I desire to point out is that
when the honorable member takes the
highest year of the Druids' distribution, if
he was just in his criticism, would he not
first inquire as to how an abnormal distribution came about in that particular year?
That would be the first care of a man
honestl y criticising the balance-sheet. I
pointed out to the honorable member that
the Druids' first prize was not claimed. I
have pointed out that in connexion with the
Hibernians, the first prize was not claimed.
I am pleased also to point out that in the
year when I occupied the position of President of the Eight Hours Anniversary Celebration Committee the third prize was not
claimed. We did not distribute it for political purposes. We. did not prostitute it.
We handed it over to the Children's Hospital as a free gift from the Anniversary
Committee.
Mr. BOYD.-That is what it was collected for.
Mr. W'ARDE.--But the view was that
we were a self-seeking organization, and
prostituted a charity for our selfish ends.
We welcome an in\lestigation, but we dJ
not welcome the expenditure of public
funds upon a committee of inquiry which
we know is not likely to lead to the puhlic
good.
I have been on the Eight Hours
Anniversary Committee for years, and have
been one of the keenest critics in re~ard
to finances, as is known to my frienlt; in
this House, some of whom have also occupied the presidential position.
So far as
we are concerned, I hope there will he an
'examination, because I know that when
it is placed in juxtaposition with rhe
A.N.A., the Druids, and the Hibernians,
our body will come out triumphant in eonnexion with the receipts and distribution.
Mr. BENT.-·J am pleased to hear the
remar ks of the last speaker, and as an
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amicus curice-1 think that is the law term
- I would make a suggestion.
Honorable members opposite say they want elJl
investigation.
Let us then have a departmental one. If not, I would suggest
that both motions be withdrawn.
We
have started in a quiet nice way in the
business of this House, and I trust that
during the session we shall not be troubled
with motions of this kind.
I hope my
suggestion will be agreed to by both sides.
I have consulted the honorable member
for North Melbourne, and he thinks that
what I suggest would meet the case.
I
think we want to be a happy family, and
I would suggest that the motion of the
honorable member for Melbourne be withdrawn, and that our friend, the honorable
member for Brunswick, also withdraw
his.
~Ir.
W ATT.-I understand the leader
of the Government suggests a departmental
inquiry into the matters of these Friendly
Societies and the Eight Hours Celebration balance-sheets. Is that so?
~Ir. BENT.-Yes.
~Ir. WATT.-I think that is a yerv reasonable
compromise.
Like the' laSt
speaker, the honorable member for Flemington, I know something ab'JLt rU'l!1,ii1g
these art unions.
I was associated for
many years with the A.N.A. ,Ar: Union,
and really believe - although the honorable member for ~ielbourne \yill l'l'ob.lbly
disagree with me-that the criticism made
in the press, and by the honorable member
himself, is unfair to the celebration bodies.
The expenses of running these art unions
are enormous.
Eyentually the expenses
appealed so much to the members of the
A.X.A., that we decided that we were paying too much for our whistle, and discontinued our work.
A vast amount
of effective charitable work is done bv this
organization, but still I do think' that
all of them, including the A.N.A., do not
giye enough publicity to their results.
considering that the funds are altogether
raised from the people's pockets.
The
Eight Hours' Anniversary Committee act
for the time being as trustees of the people~
\\'ho pay up their shillings on the off-chance
of winning a big prize, and of seeing a big
sports meeting. There is no objection r•.)
this harmless form of dissipation providing
proper economy is observed, for tbe work
is beneficial to all concerned; to those in
need of charitable relief the most. But
the law in connexion with these matters is
ridiculously loose.
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Mr. GAuNsoN.-Ridiculously stron~.
j\{r. WATT. --I think the honorable
member will agree with me when he leads
carefully the sections regulating them.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I ha\"e just been reading them, and I have been in Court about
it.
Mr. WA.TT.-The law is that no man
shall conduct a game by lot unless it be to
distribute art curios or productions-hence
the name art union-the net proceeds of
which shall be handed to the charitable institutions. That being so, certain restrictions are placed on the promoters to give
certain notice of their intention to conduct
art unions to the Attorney-General of the
day. But the chief law officer is not obliged
under the Act to give any specific sanction
to these gatherings. He simply receives the
letter, and acknowledges that he has received it.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-That is nothing.
Mr. WATT.-That the promoters take
as a tacit sanction, in the absence of
a refusal on the part of the chief law officer. But I cannot go on with this interruption. I think the Leader of th(~ Oppo:::.ition was perfectly right whe 11 he accused
the Minister of Lands just now of undue
levity.
The SPEAKER.-Interruptions are not
in order.
Mr. WATT.-That is the first step, and
I think it is wrong, because it does not throw
responsibility on the promoters, because it
is not provided how the art union shall be
conducted. But ihis is not so bad as the
final step in connexion with the gathering.
Under the Act, so far as I rememoor it,
the promoters are not obliged to furnish
balance-sheets unless the Attorney-General
directs, and the Attorney-General occupies
a position of masterly inactivity unless the
press rouses him up. In regard to one
branch the press has been particular! y
active, and the Attorney-General requested
that the figures should be lodged at the
Crown Law offices. But no one can say
that the Attorney-General audits the accounts, and sees that the net proceeds are
dispersed amongst the charitable institutions, and that nothing but the charitable
institutions' participate. N either does the
Attorney-General nor his officers see whether
the amount spent in conducting sports.
gatherings is excessive or moderate. There
is no criticism of that kind from the Attorney-General.
The balance-sheets go In
when requested, and are merely filed. As
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the Premier has promised a departmental
investigation, I think that should satisfy
the honorable member for Melbourne-I
say that as one of the members who have
been proposed to compose the Committee on
both sides. I understand that if the Premier finds the procedure has been loose, he
will bring down an amendment of the Act
to put more responsibility on the Crown
Law officers and on the promoters of the
art unions. Let us forget .what has been
said on this subject, and get to work with
the harmony which has characterized' the
House hitherto.
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vlctlOn against me in the police records for
that time.
. . . . . any person who shall manage or
conduct or assist in managing or conducting any
such lottery or scheme, being duly convicted thereof, shall forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding
£200.

It may be a farthing, but it is not to exceed
£200.

aOlI for any second offence, besides such penalty,
shall be liable to imprisonment for any term not
exceeding six months.

I fancy I see myself appearing before Mr.
Justice P anton, and if I were fool enough
to take part in any lottery on behalf of the
Druids, you might regard me as a Dutchman.
Mr. VVATT.-There are exceptions to that
section.
Mr. GA UNSON.-Yes.
The section
states-

Mr. GAUNSON.-I have had experience
in connexion with these matters, both inside
and outside of the House, and I was never
more shocked or pained than when hearing
this motion brought on in the way in which
it was brought on to-night, because if the
honorable member did not impute dishonesty
N either this provision, nor the provisions of any
what did he mean? He really, to all in- other Act, for the prevention of lotteries, little
tents and purposes-disclaimers will not. goes, and unlawful games, shall apply to the distribution of any property amongst the owners
meet the case-was accusing honorable thereof, nor to any raffle for any work purely of
members who sat here, who are members of art, of which a notice, having the name and adthe Eight Hours Anniversary Committee, dress of the person intending to hold the same
thereto, has been given to the Attorneyand those associated with them, of grossly subscribed
General; nor to any raffle at any bazaar, the proimproper and dishonorable conduct. The ceeds whereof are intended to be appropriated
Premier has made a suggestion. I do not exclusively to charitable purposes, of which a
at all agree with the honorable member for notice . . . . has been given to the AttorneyEssendon. He is absolutely wrong in. his General, if in either of such cases such AttorneyGeneral does not, within one week after such notice,
law, and also in his arguments, so far as I prohibit such raffle by notice sent by post, or in
can see. Is it not playing very low down an yother manner, according to the address so
in Parliament to find motions of this kind subscribed by such person, nor to any raffle of a
brought forward? Supposing I could say private nature, upon which point the Justice
whom any case may be brought shall
of the honorable member for Melbourne that before
decide.
I believe in my heart that he is doing this
with great pain of body and mind, although Did not the honorable member for ~lel
he assured us, when concluding with the bourne mean to impute to men on the
motion, that he moved it with very great Opposition side of the House connected
with the Eight Hours Committee displeasure.
.honest condu~t?
Mr. WATT.--An historic formula.
?\lr. BOYD.-I did not know that YOU
Mf. GAUNSON.-Yes, I know. An were connected with the Eight Hours ~en
historic formula. He wants to ram home in any way.
Mr. GAUNSON.--I am connected with
and turn the instrument in the wound with
a little salt. Let us look at what has been the defence of any honest man, and I desaid about a departmental inquiry. The cline to impute dishonest conduct to any
Attorney-General has no right to hold any of these gentlemen. I hope this attempt for
such inquiries now or in times past. But I any investigation will never be permitted,
say this.
The law is dreadfully strong. unless it goes all round, and \ve inquire
Let me quote the beginning of the section into the unpaid and unclaimed balances of
that deals with the subject. I may state the banks - If this. were to be allowed I
that I have been through the mill. I have should next want to have a balance-sheet
defended people, and I have been convicted; of the honorable member's private business
and your honorable brother, sir, was the sent into this House.
Mr. MACKINNON.-This is an impordefending counsel when I was convicted for
being concerned in drawing a lottery on be- tant matter undoubtedly, and apparently the
half of the Druids. I was then a member Premier intends to bring about one of those
of this House. There is, therefore, a con- skilful arrangements he is able to manage
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so well. I think there is a grave danger
in these Australian communities seeking to
exert the powers of Parliament for investigating matters that should be left to be
settled by the people themselves.
It is
undesirable that whenever an honorable member desires shall I say, to
get equal with other people, he should
endeavour to get a parliamentary committee to inquire into private affairs.
this
concern
is
not
proper 1y
If
managed, then the people patronizing it
have their own remedy. If it is found that
the gentlemen in charge of the concern
play fast and loose with their position of
tru8t~es, which they undoubtedly are,
it
is perfectly simple for the Attorney-General
to prutect the public in the ordinary way
through the law courts, and it is his duty
to do so. Parliament is attempting to usurp
the ordinary functions of the Jaw courts
when it begins to investigate the affairs of
isolated institutions of this kind and
lotteries wi1ich are run by private people
who have relations with members of the
public, who have every opportunity of protecting themselves. If the concern is not
propedy run the public will not patronize
it, and it will suffer in popularity. If it is
dishonestly run there is a remedy in the
hands of any member of the public, who
may insist on the Attorney-General dealing
with the people who may misappropriate
the funds. There is a counter-motion, and
apparently it says" I must make an :::ffort
to get even with some one else in the House."
It is undesirable that the process of Parliament should be used for the purpose of
political warfare, and I hope the House
will discourage it.
~lr. BOYD.-I will accept the suggestion made by the Premier. I f he makes an
inquiry I wlll be quite satisfied. I said I
did not want anything more than that the
facts should be published. If the Premier
does that the public will be quite satisfied.
I wish, therefore, to withdraw the motion
with the leave of the House.
The motion was withdrawn.
OUTTRIM COAL MINING COMPANY.
~Ir. ANSTEY call~dl attention to the
following notice of motion standing in his
name:That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the history of the Outtrim Coal Mining Company; the amount of aid,
financial and otherwise, received from the State;
the conditions of land purchase imposed upon the
men employed, the amount of money raised
therefrom, the names of the owners of the land
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benefited by such conditions, and the area and
value of the land that was lost by the employes
owing to their systematic dismissal; also the number of poliGe employed in Outtrim during the
last twelve months, their cost, and the amount
contributed by the company; also the reason why
the manager of the Outtrim Company (R. B.
Stamp) was not prosecuted when found travelling
without payment of railway fare; such Committee
to consist of
. . . . . . . ,with power
to send for persons, papers, and records, to sit
on days on which the House does not meet, and
to report the minutes of evidence from time to
time; five to be the quorum.

He said that it seemed to him that the
position was a rather peculiar one, but he
quite agreed with the statement that this
Assembly should not be made the medium
. for investigating every case. On condition
that a similar form of inquiry to that promised in connexion with the Eight Hours
anniversary celebration was carried out in
this case,' he would not proceed with the
motion.
PUBLIC LIBRARY, NATIONAL
MUSEUM, AKD ART GALLERIES.
OPEr\ING ON SUNDAYS.

IHr. BROMLEY movedThat in the opinion of this House, it is desirable that the Public Library, Museum, and Art
Galleries should be open to the public on Sundays,
provided that no employe shall be required to
work seven days per week, or on any Sunday,
against his conscience-

He said-I did not expect to have an opportunity of moving this motion to-night; but I
will proceed with it, in the hope that the
House will carry it, and thus do justice to
the people of the metropolis, and, in a large
measure, to the whole of the people of
this State. Every year, every month, and,
in fact, every week a large number of persons from various parts of the State are
in -the city on Sundays, but they are denied the opportunity of visiting these institutions. These are-as specified by Act
of Parliament-national treasures, which
the people of the State ought to have the
fullest opportunity of inspecting. We
know that large numbers of people,
who visit Melbourne frequently, come
down on the Saturdav, and remain
till the following Mo~day.
Sunday
is the only day on which they have not an
opportunity of visiting the national art collections, museums, and Public Library, and
it is the day on which they would be most
likel y to do so. I f the peopl e of this
State knew more about the vast treasures
in that institution thev would be much more
angry than they have "been in the past, when
they clamoured repeated] y by means of
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public meetings and by petitions to Parliament to have these institutions opened to
the public on Sundays.
And it must not
be forgotten that the trustees themselves and
those employed in the institutions are quite
willing to fall in with the motion.
The
State of Victoria is the only one in the
whole of Australasia in which the National
Museum, Art Gallery, and Public Library
are closed to the public on Sundays; yet
Victoria is perhaps the greatest manufacturing centre in Australasia, and it is therefore especially desirable to educate our
people as highly and as well as we possibly can. We spend sums of money; inadequate, I admit) on technical education,
whilst at the same time we close these
splendid avenues to students of our vVorking Men's College and similar institutions.
We close avenues to them in which the
highest information possible may be obtained. When we go to New South Wales,
as nearly every member no doubt has been,
we see in Sydney the National Gallery,
Museums, and Public Library open on
Sundays, and no one can say that these
institutions are not orderlv and well conducted, and visited by i~telligent classes
of people on all occasions. We find the
same in Queensland, South Australia, and
Western Australia, and throughout all the
islands of New Zealand. We find even in
a small town like Wanganui that they have
their little museum and art gallery, however incomplete they may be, made available
to the people on Sundays-the only day
when the workers can enjoy or have the
opportunity of using the educational advantages placed before them. I think it
must appeal to us as being somewhat ridi.
culous that we have our trams and trains
running on Sundays, chiefly for the benefit of the religious section of the community; that we have organists playing in
the churches, bands playing in connexion
with the Salvation Army, and the
workers organizing their pleasant Sunday
afternoons, whilst at the same time we
take up the Pecksniffian attitude of being
the only class of people that dare not open
the doors of the noblest, grandest, and finest
jnstitutions in Australasia. We have taken
up an attitude that makes us look ridiculous in the eyes of the people of the other
States. The fact that these institutions
should be closed to the people on Sundays
has
been
severely commented upon.
I know it will be argued against my contention that this is the thin end of the wedge
to bring about seven days' work a week for
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the workers. I would be the last man to
advocate any scheme that would cause any
man to work seven days a week in Australia.
The trustees have by a majority expressed
themselves favorable to the opening of'
these institutions on Sundays, and there is
no complaint from the employes in regard
to the matter. In fact, the trustees have
petitioned this House to grant them the
privilege of opening these institutions on
Sundays. I doubt very much whether they
have not the power by Act of Parliament
at present to open them if they choose to
utilize it, but still there is another power in
the Legislative Assembly, and that is the
power of refusing to grant them supplies.
1\1 y motion contains the proviso "that no
employe shall be required ~o work seven
days per week or on any Sunday against his
conscience." That is, if there is any employe who objects to give his labour on the
seventh dav he shall be completely exonerated from that duty. I think that ought to
meet the objection of the honorable member
for Ballarat East. There are some persons
amongst the trustees who are connected with
the various religious bodies, some of them
professors of religion themsel ves, and
many of these are agreed that it is wise
and desirable and would be morally elevating to open the doors of these institutions
to the public on Sundays. I do not wish to
recapitulate the old arguments used against
the opening of these institutions. Many
members will remember that, some years
ago, there were great meetings held-I
think it was in 1888-all over the metropolis, and particularly in the Melbourne
Town Hall. when men like Bishop Moorhouse, the Rev. Dr. Strong, the late Chief
Justice Higinbotham, the Rev. Prior Butler, and men connected with all the religious
denominations stood on the platform at the
:Melbourne Town Hall, and when thousands
of people were turned away from the doOls.
These meetings clamoured for the opening of
these institutions on Sundays. We must
not forget that for six weeks the doors were
thrown open to the public on Sundays, and
any member present who visited the institutions on that occasion can bear testimony
to the fact that great crowds availed themselves of the privilege afforded to them.
It does seem to me ridiculous that while we
can jump into a tram and ride up Sydneyroad to the Zoological Gardens on Sundayand rightly so--that the Public Library,
National Museum, and Art Galleries should
be 'closed. The Zoological Gardens' are
open to the public on Sundays, and are
largely
patronized
and
appreciated
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by people who have no opportunity of visit- fact that trains were run on Sundays
ing them on other days. It does seem a to convey people to church. I would help
strange circumstance that while we can him to prevent these trains being run,
visit other places by train and tram to ad- if it were necessary for any employe to
. mire beautiful scenery or God's creatures in !work seven days a 'veek; and so with the
the Zoo, we cannot see the works of trams and anv other business that is carried
master minds, the works of genius, and the on during the seven days. He will have
works of art stored up in our National my enthusiastic support in that direction.
Gallery, representing God's creation and the There is a growing tendency to work embeauties of nature. It seems to me to be ployes seven days a week. I heard a dea gross anomaly, and one which we should putation of servant girls to the honorable
remove at once. I am just reminded that member for Allandale, when Chief Secrethe Bendigo Art Gallery is open on Sundays, tary, complaining that Sunday was being
and a very excellent gallery it is. I do not made a visiting day in the suburbs of
desire to see the seventh day desecrated in Melbourne, and that there were afternoon
any way, but I do desire that the people teas and evening dinners. These girls proshould have the benefit of the only oppor- tested against making the seventh day the
tunity that they can reasonably embrace of hardest day of the week as far as they
obtaining the highest culture and of reading were concerned. As far as I am concerned,
the magnificent works stored up in the Pub- there is nothing wrong in these institutions
lic Library. This is the only place at being opened on Sundays. They are eduwhich the majority of the people can pro- oational institutions, and visits to them
cure works of this character. I hope the must have the effect of raising the stanHouse will pass this motion, and thus grant dard of education. I agree with the mover
the citizens a concession that has been so and seconder in that respect, but if they
long withheld, and that we shall no longer are open on Sundays I think the conbe the only place in the whole of Australasia science clause will, in time, become ineffecthat refuses to open the doors of institual, and tbat in time to come, when the
tutions of such an educational, noble, and
authorities are filling the positions of lielevating character. I make this appeal
brarian or assistants, or other offices, they
to the House in the full confidence that the
will not ask anything about the conjustice so long denied will now be done
scientious
scruples, but will seek to obtain
to the working people of this community in
those who are willing to give seven days'
particular.
work for six days' pay.
i\Jr. PRE~DERGAST.-I have much
Mr. BROMLEY.-But we will have the
pleasure in seconding the motion.
My
honorable friend the mover of this motion resolution of the House.
Mr. McGREGOR.-That may be. I
has taken a verv keen interest in this
matter for many years past.
As to think the honorable member will live to see
the old argument against the opening of the time, if this motion is carried, when the
these institutions, that the employes would conscience clause will be a dead letter, and
be engaged on Sundays, that is provided for seven days' ,york will have to be given
in the motion. The employes are to decide in return for six da ys' pay. Now, I am
for themselves whether thev shall work on not going to do anything in my public caSundays or not. The opening of these in- pacity that will increase the days of labour,
stitutions will afford great amusement as and I am of opinion that if the resolution
\Vel] as instruction to a large number of were carried out it would certainlv result in
people, and it will be very much better seven days' work for six days' pay.
Mr. SA~GSTER.-I shall do nothing
for people to visit them than to remain at
horne, or to be compelled to visit ,public that ,yollld entail seven days' labour a week
to anyone, but I shall do all I can to inhouses.
Mr. McGREGOR.-I thoroughly appre- crease the pleasure and education of the
ciate the motives that prompt the honorable people. If the last speaker lived in a city
member \vho moved this motion. He rightly like Melbourne, he would know that there
states that there is an argument against are 'thousands of our young people, middlehis proposal, and an argument that, in my aged people, and old people who have no
opinion, still holds good, namely, that if opportunity of visiting that grand institu"'e allow these institutions to be opened on tion, the Public Librarv, except on Sunday,
Sundays it will eventuallv be necessary for and he would recognise that a great many
the employes to work seven days a week. of these people spend their Sundays in a
The mover of the motion commented on the very much worse way than they would if
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that institution were open to them. I hope the party to which I belong. I have no
the House will agree to the resolution, be- objection to any man reading books or lookcause we in Melbourne to-day are far be· ing at pictures on a Sunday, but I cannot
hind the times in many things, and this is see how we can get away from the arguone of them. I myself know of hundreds ment that the effect of the resolution, 'if
of people who would gladly avail them- adopted, would undoubtedly be to extend
selves of the opportunity of visiting the the hours of labour, and to increase the
Public Librarv on a Sunday, and who have number of days on which some persons
never vet seen it, although they have been will be compelled to work.
As to the
born and brought up in the metropolitan conscience clause that is attached to the
district.
.
resolution, I hardlv think the mover of
~1r. McGREGOR.-W~at about the weekly the motion would consider that that conshalf-holidav?
cience clause would have any more effect
~Ir. SANGSTER.-That remark just than the conscience clause about which we
shows the honorable member's ignorance. heard so much during the recent general
He cannot understand that there are thou- election. I have had the pleasure of being
sands of people in Melbourne who do not connected for many years with a public
get a half-holiday a week. He does not institution. It has been desired to open
understand that our Factories Act does not that institution at times on Sundays, and I
extend to everybody in the metropolis by a have found that it is impos~ible t'O replace
great many. There are thousands-aye, the servants of that institution OIl any dav
tens of thousands-who do not get the in the week without interfering with the
weekly half-holiday, and many of those proper discharge of their ordinary funcwho do get the half-holiday have other work tions. I think the same thing will apply
to do, in their homes or elsewhere, but they to the Public Library. There is another
recognise that Sunday is a day on ,Yhic~ consideration.
It i~ not a question of
thev should not work. Therefore, they merely a few servants at the library. I,
would glad Iv avail themselves of the edu- have made it my business to speak to one
cational advantages of an institution of this or two of them, and they have assured me
kind if they were placed within their reach. that they are ~pposed to' the opening of
Surely this House is not so sanctimonious the library on Sundays. But apart from
that it will say to these men, "You must go
all that, there are a large number of other
to only one place on Sunday, and that place
workers who would he adversely affected
is a church"? In Scotland, where I come
You
by the adoption of this resolution.
from, you are liable to be prosecuted if for
must take into consideration the position of
thirteen Sundays you do not go to church.
~1r. GRAHAM.~What part of Scotland is the Public Library. It is situated in such
a way that of necessity a large number of
that?
persons from the suburbs who visit it must
~1r. SANGSTER.-That has been the
law in all parts of Scotland up to the pre- travel thither bv the trains or trams. and
sent time. There are many Scotchmen who that means that- additional labour will be
do not know that such a law exists, but it is required on the railway and tram lines.
the law all the same. Not only that, 'but if Further, I would point out that many of
the lending libraries in the various suburbs.
YOU are for thirteen Sundays out of the
Established Kirk you are liable to be pro- including the mechanics' institutes, which I
secuted in Scotland. If we were to make hope the Government will endow more libea law to the effect that everyone must go . rally in the future than they have done in
to church once a month or twice a. month, the past, have been lending books to the
as the case may be, we would force them people, and they can read them on Suninto church, but we do not want to force days. There is no necessity, therefore, for
people into the Public Library. All we them to visit the Melbounie institution in
desire to say i!:J that the library should be order to get books to read on that dav. I
open to the public on Sundays. A majo- venture to say that there is not such a very
ritv of the trustees of the Public Library large number of working men, although I
are in favour of doing so, and the repre- regret that there are a considerable number,
sentatives of the people in this Chamber who have no half-holidav on Wednesare asked to declare that the institution day or Saturday afternoon: I hardly think
that there are so many thousands of these
should be open on that particular day.
workers as the honorable member for Port
~{r. LEMMON.-I desire to oppose the
resolution now before the House. I regret t1elbourne seems to suppose, and we hope
I cannot see eye to eye on this question with that in the near future there will not he
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a single working man or workiTlg 'Noman
in Victoria who will not have the pleasure
of enjoying a half-holiday once a week.
As a Labour man, I cannot see that 1
would be justified in voting for the resolution. The old 'Mosaic law says, "Six
days shalt thou labour, and do aU thou
hast to do."
I do not care whetber it IS
the Mosaic law, or the law of Victoria" that
fixed the limit, and my only regret is th:lt
the Mosaic law did not say "Five days
shalt thou labour." I think the economic
conditions of the future will bring ::tbout
a state of affairs when there will be no
necessity for working men to work upon the
Saturday or the Sunday either.
1\1r. COLECHIN.-I regret somewh:lt
that the honorable member for Williamstown
should have opposed the proposal of the honorable member for Carlton. The honorable
member speaks of the Mosaic law, but ~o
far as he is concerned, he does not believe
in six days' work per week. He only believes in working five days a "reek, and I
myself think that five days and a half
would be quite enough. So far as regarc1s
the additional work that would be given
to the trains and trams by the opening ot
the Public Library on Sundays, surely the
adoption of this proposal would mean th:lt
the trains and trams would have much less
work to do on the Sunday than they have
now, because a great many people would
go to the Library instead of travelling to
the country or the sea-side.
As to the
honorable member for Ballarat East, he
must agree that there is no .real danger of
people working seven days a week. The
mover of this resolution desires to make
it quite clear that no man shall work more
than six days in connexion with the Publie Library.
If it should happen that
they are called on to work seven days a
week, honorable members on this (the Opposition) side of the House will imme-"
diately move to have the Library closed
again on Sundays. The people who pay
for the maintenance of the Library have
a right to use it whenever it is most convenient to them, and in my opinion it
would be much better to close the Library on
~ome other. day of the week than to allow
It to remam closed on Sundays. I, have
had several opportunities of observing the
immense number of people who visit these
places on Sunday whenever they have the
opportunity of doing so. The interest displayed, and the numbers who attended, led
me to believe that it was my duty to secure
for the people the right of visiting these

lIh( seum. and A Tt Galleries.

institutions on a Sunday, jf they so desired. 'When the British pictures were recently displayed in Melbourne, although a
collection was made at the doors, which
amounted really to payment, hundreds of
people visited them.
Mr. BRoMLEY.-And look at the thousands of people who went to the Public
Library on the few Sundays for which it
was open.
Mr. COLECHI¥.-I think that nearly
nine out of every ten of the libraries and
picture gall erie; in the main centres
throughout Australia are open to the public
on Sundays. There is no desire to interfere with"' anyone's religious convictions,
and care is taken by means of a conscience
clause that no man or woman shall be
called upon to work on a Sunday if he or
she has conscientious scruples.
Consequently, I think there is no good reason
why Victoria should any longer lag behind
the other States in this matter. I trust that
this resolution will be carried to-night. A
majority of the trustees of the Public
Library have been prepared for years past
to grant this right to the people, and I
can see no reason whatever why it should
not be done.
Mr. GAUNSON.-We have heard tonight a good deal about the Mosaic dispensation.
The six days law, however,
would not have been worth a brass button
if it had not been put upon the statutebook of England. That is what gives it
its legal efficacy.
If it had not been
pI aced on the statute-book in the godly
reign of King Charles the Second, it would
not be worth the paper it is written on in
the Book of Exodus. The old law says"Six days shalt thou labour and do all
thou liast to do." What is the difficultv in
opening the Public Library on Sund~ys?'
It is o~ly n~cessary to giye the atten?ants
one hohd~y m the week, and there 'WIll be
nJ necess1ty to compel anyone to work on
the Sunday.
Mr. 'MAcKEY.-·What about the conscience
clause?
Mr. GA UNSON.-Let them have a conscience clause. I have found, as a lawyer,.
that if a man brought me a bad case, my
conscience never interfered with my taking
it if he had a pound or two in his pockeL
The whole thing is terrible bunkum. When
the Picture Gallery was open before thousands of people of all classes went there iIll
the afternoon. This gallery is not open at
night~ and therefore the ordinary clerk cannot go there wit~ his sweetheart or his wife
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of the opPOltunity of going to the institution
on 'a Sunday afternoon.
Mr. DOWNWARD.-I would suggest to
the honorable member for Carlton that he
should amend his motion to provide for the
institution to be opened in the afternoon.
Anyone who has been about l\l.elbourne on
a Sunday occasionally must have seen that
a large number of people wander aimlessly
about the streets because they don't know
where to go to pass a pleasant or intellectual hour. If the opening of this in~ti
tution were restricted to the afternoon on
Sunday, . that would certainly lessen the
amount of work required at the library.
The attendance at church would not be
interfered with, for it would hold out no
temptations to people to stay away from the
morning or evening service, and it would
afford an opportunity to residents of the city
and suburbs, as well as to visitors, to pass
not onlv a pleasant but a profitable time on
a Sunday afternoon. If the honorable
member for Carlton were to make his motion
provide for the opening of the institution
from one o'clock till five, or from two o'clock
till five, I think he would find that the
House would be inclined to carrv it. I
can vote for the motion if he will make that
alteration.
JHr. BROMLEY.-I shall be quite \yilling to amend the motion, by leave of the
House, by inserting the words, "from one
o'clock p.m .. till five," after the word" Sundays."
The mot.ion was amended accordingly.
Mr. BENT said he would suggest to the
honorable member that he should consent to
the adjournment of the debate .. There was
a thin House to-night. He would underMr. KEOGH.-I support this motion, take to give the honorable member an opporand hope it will be carried. I do not see tunity to go on with the motion within a
any more harm in people looking at the fine fortnight. F air notice that the matter was
pictures we have in our National Gallery coming on could then be given to all honoron Sunday than in their looking at pictures able members. Five or six honorable memin their own private houses. The Zoological bers had told him to-night that they' did not
Gardens are open on Sundays, and crowds know the motion was coming on, and they
of people go there. Very much harm had had to leave. Personally, he had aldoes not come to them, and no very great ways been against the proposal, and would
This continue to be against it. The honorable
number of attendants is required.
Public· Library and Art Gallery is paid for member must bear in mind that there would
by the general taxpayer. The great bulk of be some expense in this change, and that was
the people have no opportunity of going what he was looking at. The honorable
there at all, except on Sunday, and, there- member had not said anything at all about'
fore, we are taking the taxes from the how much additional money would be repeople and not allowing them the privilege quired.
of using the building that they have paid
Mr. GAUNSON. - How mu:::h?
Ten
for. I sav open it, bv all means. Let the pounds?
poor people go to it, and it will be found
Mr. BEKT said he should say it would
also that a great number of the people who be over £1,200 a year. He k~ew some·
go to church regularly will avail themselves thing about it. If it meant that eight men

or his sister at the only time that he is free.
The only possible timE> that people like that
could go would be on the Sunday afternoon. As for going to church, I will say
nothing about that, because I have not gone
to church for 30 years. I do not know that
I am any the worse for it, although I don't
think I am any better. I am told in the
Book of Revelations that "When all the
dead, both small and great, shall stand before the Lord, they shall be judged out of
. the Book of Life, according to the works
ivhich they have done." If my works have
been verv bad I shall be sent down to
Tophet, and if my works are fairly square
then the Lord may sav to me, "You may go
in among the sheep, but it is a very tight
squeeze." I db object to the Scotch being
quoted here, because I recollect in my ·green
and salad days I was taught" Ye must not
; whustle' on the Sabbath dav." I believe
there is still a large amount of that sort of
thing lingering about in this community even
to this day. I don't care a brass button about
the religious element.
Cervantes beautifully says that God carries his own by many
roads to Heaven. I hope I am not going
the wrong road. We are told that lawyers
have a very fair chance. It is said that lawyers get on, and get honour, and get honest.
If I am honest at the latter day that is all
I want. I hope this motion will be passed.
It will not interfere with true religion in
the slightest degree. I believe it will rather
help it. For God's sake let us get rid of the
abominable cant that is creeping into and
eating out the core of the whole community
with your Glory Hallelujah and your other
rubbish of that sort.
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would be employed where seven were employed now, honorable members, looking
at the annual cost of the Public Library,
could gather that the increased expenditure
would be considerable. At any rate, before
the vote was taken, he would like to know
how much the change was likely to cost.
He begged to moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

to Ihe Governor.

LEGISLATIVE ASSElVIBLY.
Thursday, July 7, I9 0 4·

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
NEW MEi\-IBER.
E wen Cameron was introduced and
sworn as member for the electoral district
of Glenelg.
~'Ir.

:Mr. BROMLEY observed that in normal circumstances he would be quite prepared to agree to the adjournment of the
SURPLUS REVENGE BILL.
debate, if the Premier showed him a reaOn the order of the day for the second
sonable excuse, but the question of expense
was altogether infinitesimal. If, however, reading of this Bill,
the Premier thought that that was an im:Mr. MURRAY said he was very sorry
portant feature, and had a fear that the that the Premier was unable to be present.
change would involve a heavy increased ex· As honorable members would have observed,
penditure, he was willing to agree to the the last two nights the Premier had not
honorable gentleman's suggestion.
He been in a very good state of health, and he
hoped, however, that he would be treated was so seriously indisposed to-day that he
As this Bill was
with full fairness in the matter, because was confined to his bed.
on a previous occasion, when he agreed to a purely financial measure, in charge of the
an adjournment, he was not treated ,,,ith Premier, it could not be gone on with tothe fairness which he had a right to e~ night, and he would ask that the second
pect. He did not mean at the hands of reading be postponed until Tuesday next.
the Premier, who had always voted against
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that he,
the motion, but he did not receive fair of course, regretted the illness of the
treatment from certain other members of Premier, who was suffering from the same
the Ministrv, who expressed themselv~s complaint as was affecting other members
directly in favour of the moti6n, and then of the Chamber, and, under the circum"oted against it. He would agree to the stances, honorable members on the Opposiadjournment of the debate until Wednes- tion benches would gladly accede to the
day, July 20.
The motion would tben Minister of Lands' request.
become the first order of the day.
He
The order of the day for the second
had no wish at this hour of the night tv reading of the Bill was postponed until the
take a catch vote.
following Tuesday.
The motion for the adjournment of the
CLOSER SETTLE;VIENT BILL.
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
On the order of the day for the second
adjourned until 'Vednesday, July 20.
reading of this Bill,
The SPEAKER said-I have had this
PRESENTATION OF ADDRESSE~
Bill in my hands for the first time to-day,
TO THE GOVERNOR.
and although it has passed its first readThe SPEAKER.-The Address-in-Re- ing, honorable members have had no opporply to the speech of His Excellency the tunity of seeing it.
I am now of opinion
Governor on the opening of Parliament, that it is a Bill which should be initiated
and also the address of welcome to His by a message from the Governor, and that
Excellency on assuming the office of Go- not having been done, I consider that the
vernor of the State of Victoria will be pre- Bill is not quite in order.
I would sugsented to His Excellency at the Govern- gest that it should be now initiated in the
. ment Offices, at a quarter past three o'clock proper manner.
011 Tuesday next.
I should like as many·
Mr. MURRAY said he believed the
honorable members as can make it conve- Speaker's ruling was perfectly right, and
nient to be present there, to show His Ex- he could not dispute it on any ground, much
cellency that the address of welcome is not as he would like to do so.
It was an una mere formality.
fortunate over-sight that the Bill was not
The House adjourned at two minutes to properly introduced by a message from the
ten o'clock.
Governor, but it was well that the Speaker
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had interposed at this stage, when there
would be very' little difficulty in putting the
matter right.
Had the Bill been permitted to go on until it reached the committee stage, and the question had then
been raised, they would have had to duplicate a certain amount of the work they
would have, meanwhile, done in connexion
with the Bill.
He begged to moveThat the order of the day be discharged.

He would ask for leave to bring in the Bill
again on Tuesday next, when he hoped
honorable members would let it go through
the various stages up to the second reading.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was discharged from the paper.
ADJOURNMENT.
nIr. :MURRAY said the Government had,
of course, expected that the Closer Settlement Bill would have been proceeded with
to-night, but that could not be done, in view
of the Speaker's ruling, and the Government were not prepared to go on with other
business. He, therefore, begged to moveThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. MACKINNON said he hardly knew
what to say with regard to what had happened on the present occasion. It seemed
a very remarkable occurrence. It was very
extraordinary that it should not have been
noticed that the Closer Settlement Bill did
require a Governor's message.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-We all recognise that.
Mr. MACKINNON said that the fact
that a Governor's message was required was
manifest at once on looking at the Bill.
This 'was the first opportunitv he had had
of seeing the measure, having been very
busy during the day, but he had been look-.
ing forward to its elucidation bv the Minister of Lands to-night.
Of cou'rse, the mischief was done, but it seemed a very extraordinary thing, and it certainly was very
unfortunate that they could not go on with
some business at the present sitting.
All
honorable members must regret the fact that
the Premier was ill.
They had seen the
last two nights that the honorable gentleman
was in a suffering condition, and one did
not want to take advantage of his absence,
but it was unfortunate that other business,
which could have been taken in his absence,
was not to be gone on with.
Mr. MURRAY remarked that if the honorable member was anxious to go on with
business, the Minister of Water Supply,
who was regarded as the understudy of the
Treasurer, was prepared to go on with the
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Surplus Revenue Bill.
If that course 'was
acceptable to honorable members, he (Mr.
Murray), with the permission of the House,
would withdqw the motion for its adjournment.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that he exceedingly regretted the absence of the Premier, but personally he would say, and he
thought he could speak for other members
on the Opposition side of the Chamber, it
would be preferable to defer proceeding
with the Surplus Revenue Bill ,until the
Premier was present.
Honorable members
in opposition were, therefore, quite prepared to accede to the request of the Government, and agree to the adjournment of
the House.
A wrong procedure had, un. fortunately, crept in, but that might possibly
occur even with the most careful Government in office.
~1r. :MACKINNON expressed the opinion
that although the Minister of Water
Supply was an exponent of finance, and
understood the Surplus Revenue Bill
thoroughly, there were many things honorable members would like to hear from the
Treasurer himself. A great deal had been
said about the surplus, and some very interesting principles arose, which he did not
think they could properly deal with except
in the presence of the Treasurer.
Mr. MURRAY.-The controversial parts
of the Bill might be passed over.
Mr. MACKINNON said there was a
great deal that was controversial in the
measure.
One would like much more information which was probably under the
control of the Treasurer, but, personally,
he was quite prepared to go on with business, having come there ready to discuss
that Bill to-night, and he did not offer any
resistance to the proposed withdrawal of
the motion for the adjournment of the
House.
.
:Mr. BAILES said that he would suggest
that possibly the Minister of Mines might
see his way to move the second reading of
the Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill.
The honorable gentleman's speech would
throw a great deal of light on the subiect,
and enable mining bodies outside, who were
anxious to express their opinions on the proposals, to view them in the light of the
Minister's explanation, which wou~d probablv assist honorable members considerabl y' in shortening the debate on the measure.
Mr. LEVIEN remarked that it would be
simply a waste of time to proceed with the
Surplus Revenue Bill to-night, in view of
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the unfortunate illness of the Premier. The
Bill contained a schedule, and that was
where the chief discussion would take place.
There would really be no saving of time
by going on wiih the measure to-night, and
the clear course for the House to take, under
the circumstances, was to adjourn.

Adjournment.

Mr. WATT remarked that all honorable
members appealed to share in the sympathetic references that had been made to the
illness of the Premier, and aU regretted
h~s absence.
Of course, it would be very
inadvisable to proceed with the Surplus
Revenue Bill, perhaps the most important
l\Ir. \VARDE stated that it was really measure on the notice-paper, in the abBut honorable memsence of the Premier.
very unfortunate that honorable members
bers
had
been
called
there
to do business,
should be placed in such a position, but
they were all bound to recognise that there and he thought that the debate on the
was hardly a home in the metropolis that motion for the second reading of the Railwas free from the epidemic that afflicted ways Standing Committee Law Amendment
Why
the Premier. Every honorable member had Bill might well be proceeded with.
noticed the honorable gentleman's illness should they not discuss that measure until
He
the last two days.
Many things in the the refreshment hour, at any rate?
Surplus Revenue Bill 'requir~d explanation, was sure that honorable members had
amongst them that remarkable Walhalla sufficiently matured their opinions as to the
railway, and several other expenditures of policy of the Bill, even if they were not
public money that took place at the time acquainted with its details, to continue the
He did debate on the second reading.
the elections were being fought.
not think it would be right to discuss matMr. THOMSON observed that all round
ters of that particular character in the the Chamber there seemed to be an inclinaabsence of the head of the Government. tion to adjourn, the majority of honorable
who was responsible for such expenditure: members seeing very little use in proceedWhile ~egletting the illness of the Premier, ing with business under the circumstances.
they all hoped he would be in his place Of course, they could start discussing any
on Tuesday next, blessed with health, to Bill on the notice-paper, but how much
enable him to carryon Government busi- further would they get?
Probably they
ness.
would waste three or four hours. whereas
Mr. McLEOD observed that, in replv to if the House adjourned honorable' members
the honorable member for Bendigo East, could go back to their business, or spend
he desired to sav that had all the informa- the time in perusing the Bills before them.
tion which he (Mr. McLeod) proposed to He thought the Surplus Revenue Bill would
submit to the House in moving the second gain in the long run by its postponement.
reading of the Mines Acts Further Amend- Some honorable members had nof yet seen
He had only got it within
ment Bill been av'ailable, he would have the measure.
had much pleasure in going on with the the last five minutes, and while he regretted
that the Bill had to be postponed, honormeasure to-night.
l\fr. BAILEs.-The Premier said last able members would meanwhile be able to
night you would be able to go on with it study it, so that probably they would not
lose but gain time by its postponement.
to-nigh~.
He did not see any reas.on why honorable
l\Ir. McLEOD said that the unfortunate members should waste their time.
illness of the Premier had, of course, interMr. HANNAH stated that, while he did
fered with the arrangement of Government
He was sure every honorable not rise to oppose the motion for the adbusiness.
member ~ympathized with the head of the journment of the House on account of the
Government, who, had he not been so deplorable condition in which they found
anxious to proceed with business, ought not business to-day, he would like to take this
to have come to the House the last two . opportunity of drawing the att~ntion of the
Under the circumstances, the Go- acting leader of the Government, in the
nights.
vernment came to the conclusion that it absence of the Premier, to the fact. that a
would be simp!y a waste of the time of the large number of men who were casual
House if they startfd discussions on a num- workers on the rail ways had been disThose men had been treated
bel of matters which could not be dealt with charged.
in the absence of the Premier.
I t would very badly, and he trusted that the Minibe far better to postpone the discussion of ster would at once see that justice was
The work for which their
those matters until the Premier could be done to them.
services were required had to be carried out,
present, which they hoped would be soon.
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and the money for that work was, he be- Horsham.
He believed the sleepers were
lieved, in the Treasury.· He would not alread y on the spot.
The men had been
have risen to speak on this matter, but for at work for some considerable time, and
the fact that there 'Was a distinct promise were displaced on the understanding that
from the Premier last night that something their services would be resumed about J ul v.
would be done immediately.
When people Some of them, who were sheFlrers, intended
were suffering acutely at this period of the going to New South Wales, but when the v
year he felt that honorable members ought were told that work would be available in
not to adjourn to their comfortable homes July, they waited for it, and now they were
without first pleading for just treatment to out of employment in consequence.
It was
men who "rere in want of work when there undesirable to add to the number of unwas work to be done, and in need of some- employed, and he hoped that the members
thing to support their wives and families. of the Government 'Would give sympathetic
He hoped that the acting leader of the consideration to the claims of those men.
Government would see that those who were Winter was the worst time of the year for
responsible for the discharge of so many them to be out of work, because they could
men immediately the elections were over- not get employment in other directions. The
he did not know whether it 'Was conse- work in question was very necessary, and as
quential or otherwise-were called upon for everything was ready for it, he hoped that
an explanation.
A very large number of the Government would recommence it immen were put on just prior to the elections, mediately.
but immediately the elections were over it
Mr. McGREGOR expressed the opinion
was found that there was no money in the that the acting leader of the Government
coffers to employ them further.
He sin- ought to reply to the few requests that had
cerely hoped that proper notice would be already been made.
Similar requests
taken of this deplorable state of affairs, and might be made from E!ach side of the House.
that the men in question would be set to He thought the Minister would agree with
work again immediately.
him that one of the saddest sights to see
:Mr. COLECHIN said that, while very was a body of men, who were willing and
much regretting the illness of the Premier, anxious to work for their wives and childhe thought that surely some Minister was ren, absolutely unable to get employment.
prepared to go on with some measure or He (Mr. McGregor) had been interviewed
<Jther.
If Ministers were ready to proceed near the House by a man he did not know,
with business, the members of the Opposi- . who told him he was in that unfortunate
tion were ready to go on.
The House position-that he desired to get work at re()ught not to adjourn merely because the laying the railway lines, and had been ev.
Premier 'Was ill.
The country was wait- pecting that the Government would carry
ing for some very important legislation, out the promise to re-employ him and others
and although he did not think it would be in the near -future. The acting leader of
fair to urge the Government to proceed with the Government, whose sympathies he knew
any Bill that was in the hands of the Pre- were with the men in question, might see
mier, there were surely some members of his way to give a favorable reply to what
the Ministry prepared to take the first or had been said in reference to this matter.
IVIr. MURRAY stated that he knew
second stages of some of their Bills, which
honorable members were ready to discuss. nothing about the facts of the case in conPersonally, he had spent a certain amount nexion with the men in question, but he
Qf time in looking through the measures would promise honorable members who had
(hat had been circulated, and he was sure brought the matter under the notice of the
that honorable members were quite pre- House to at once make inquiries, and ascerpared to express their opinions on those tain if a promise had been made that those
men should be put to work at plate-laying.
Bills.
If
such a promise had been made, it would
~fr. TOUTCHER observed that he
He knew
'wished to make one or two remarks about be carried out, if possible.
the matter brought forward by the honor- nothing at all about the matter himself, as
able member for the Railways Service (Mr. it was not in his Department.
The motion for the adjournment of the
Hannah). Several of his (Mr. ToutcheI's)
constituents were affected by the Govern- House was agreed· to.
ment refusing to go on with the work of reThe House adjourned at five· minutes to
laying the railway line between Sta:well and five o'clock, until Tuesday, July 12.
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LEGISLATIYE COUI\CIL.
Tuesday, July 12, 1904..

The PRESIDENT took the chair at thirteen
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.
PRESENTATION OF ADDRESS OF
WELCO~1E TO THE GO VERNOR.
The PRESIDENT.-I have to inform
honorable members that to-day I waited
upon His Excellency the Go~ernor, and
presented the address of welcome which this
House agreed to at its meeting last Tuesday. His Excellency was pleased to reply
in the following terms : On behalf of the King 1 accept with great satisfaction your renewed expressions of loyalty to His
:Majesty's throne and person.
I thank you for the cordial welcome accorded to
me by the reprt!sentatives of the people of Victoria
upon my assumption of the high office of Governor.
It will be my pleasing duty to co-operate to the
utmost of my power with Parliamellt in advancing
the welfare and happiness of the people.
I take this opportunity of congratulating you
upon the satisfactory condition of the finances of
the ~tate, which l hope and believe betokens increasing and continued prosperity to all classes in
Victoria.

PRESENTATION OF THE ADDRESSIN-REPLY.
The PRESIDENT.-I also desire to inform honorable members that to-day
I waited on His Excellency the Governor,
and presented the Address~in-Reply to His
Excellency's speech, and His Excellency was
pleased to make the following l"I~ply :In the name and on behalf of His Majesty the
King, I thank you for your address, and receive
with much pleasure the expression of loyalty towards His Majesty which you convey to me.

RAIL \V A Y DEP ARTlHENT.
- - HOURS

OF LOCmWl'lvE

D'UYEllS.

The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE called the
attention of the Attorney-General to the
statement made by an honorable member (j)f
the House that locomotive drivers on the
suburban system worked fourteen hours
per day, ani asked if the Attorney-General
would be good enough to obtain a report
from the Commissioners of Rail ways on the
honorable member's stn.temeut 1
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I have
received the following memorandum from
Mr. Tait, the Chairman of the Victorian
Rail ways Commissioners:Accordingto Hansard, it has been stated that "In
the case of many men a.t the present time it .has
taken them thirteen or fourteen hours from the tIme
they start in the morning to get in a day's work on

Fees.

the suburban lines." The statement, however, i~
misleading unless amplified, and the facts are as
under : 1 t is necessary, in order to efficiently cope with
the heavy tra,ffic, to run a larger number of trains
in the morning and evening than during the middle
of the day, but the stress is of short duration, and
it is not therefore practicable to arrange so that all
of the engine-men will complete their hours of duty
without a break. Consequently, some of the men
are employed on what are termed (, broken shifts,'~
and do from three to four hours running in the
morning, and are then relieved absolutely from
duty. They are then at liberty to leave the railway premises, and are not required to resume duty
till about 4.30 p.m., and then work till about 7.3()
p.m., when they cease duty.
The c:Lctual running
time of these men, inclusive of all time on duty,
less 45 minutes for engine requirements at the
heginning and. close of each day, averages 6 hours
46 minutes, and they are paid for eight (8) hours.
The continuous shifts do not exceed an average of
eight hours' running time, and shifts of from nine
tl) ten hours alternate with those C'f, say, from six
to seven hours running time. The actual average
for all shifts is 7 hours 39 minutes running time.

MALLEE SURVEY FEES.
The Hon. R. B. REES asked the
Attorney-General why mallee lessees were
charged survey fees on selecting their agricultural allotment, such lessees having
already paid :survey fees on acquiring the
same allotments from the Crown, or the
original block-holder? He said that the
question was, perhaps, slightly ambiguous
to those who did not understand the conditions, and he would like to explain the con·
ditions, if he could be permitted.
The PRESIDENT. - The honorable
member should strictly limit himself to
what is necessary to make his question intelligible.
The Hon. R. B. REES said that some
years ago the mallee was occupied hy large
holders, who were allowed to subdivide their
holdings and sell them to farmerR. Surve,Ys
were made by those large holders, under the
direction of the Lands Department, and the
incoming t.enants paid for such surveys.
The plan!:> were authorized by the Lands
Department, and, if he was llot very
much mistaken, they were accepted by
the Titles-office as efficient surveys of
those blocks cut up at the time.
When the leases fell in last year a new
regime might be said to have set ill. The
original holders-that was to say the farmers
who bought from the original lessees-were
still on the land, holding these blocks, but
the Department was now compelling these
people to pay fresh survey fees, they having
paid for similar surveys, and those surveys
having been accepted as authoritative by the
Department previously.
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The Hon. J. M. DA VIES.-The original
surveys of the mallee lease allotments were
only of a temporary character, sufficient for
the temporary nature of the occupation.
Now that the tenants have the right to take
up t.heir lands under a tenure tbat eventually gives them the freehold, it is necessary that they provide the requisite permallent surveys.
The Hon. 'Y. H. EnIBLING.-More. red
tape.
The Hon. R. B. REES asked whether he
wonld be in order in moving the adjournment of the House in order to obtain a
further explanation with rega.rd to his
question 1
The PRESIDENT.-I would sugg~st
that, if the honorable mem ber puts a 1l0tlCe
of motion 011 the paper, embodying his.
views, it would enable the subject to be
fully discussed later on.
LEADER OF THE COUNCIL.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said he had.
recently received a communication from the
Clerk, intimating that, during his absence, the
members of this House had very kindly deputed him (Sir Henry Cuthbert) tolook after
their interests, and had conferred upon him
the position of unofficial leader of the Honse.
He had now to thank honorable members
for the honour they had done him, and he
would endeavoUl', so far as he possibly
could, to aid and assist the House in its
deliberations.
JURIES ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved the
second reading of this Bill, which he said
was a very simple mEasure. At the present
time the Judges had no power to excuse
jurymen from attendance for the reasons
mentioned ill clause 2 of this Bill, and it
was often very desirable and very necessary
that a j llryman should be excused. The
Judges, he thought, sometimes got over the
difficulty ·by fining the juryman 1s. for not
attending. He believed also that some of
the Judges had intimated their view that
Judges ought to have the power which
would be conferred upon them by this Bill.
All that the .Bill did was to enable a Judge
on proof on oatJh in his presence, or by an
affidavit to his satisfaction that a juryman
ought to be excused from attendance by
reason of ., any matter of special urgency
or importance," to, if he thought fit, discharge in open Court ~ueh person from
further attendance or from attendance for a
particular period during the sittings of the
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Court. This seemed a reasonable power to
vest in the Judges, and it would get rid of
the .necessary farce that now sometimes took
place.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT remarked that
he had been under the impression for many
years that the J ud!Ses did possess the power
of excusing any juryman frotu attendance
for good cause. He himself had been frequently in court when applicati(\ns of that
kind ha.d been made to various Judges, and
when. a good case was made out those Judges
had excused the jurymen concerned from
further atteudance. H(.)\veyer, if there was
any doubt a.t all as to the power of the
Judges in this respect it was well that
Parliament should confer upon the Judges
in such cases of special urgentlly or importance the power of relieving any juryman
from attendance. The Attorney-General,
he tht'.mght, would have yery little difficulty
in inducing the House to pass the Bill
t.hrough all its stages.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time and
committed-The Hon. J. Balfour in the chair.
Discussion took place 011 clause 2, which
.
was as follows : On proof on oath or affidavit to the satisfaction
of the Judge of any Court before which any
person is summoned as a juror that such person
ought to be excused from ~~ttendance by reason of
any matter of f'lpecial urgency or importance,
such Judge may if he thinks fit discharge in open
Court such person from further attendance on
such Court or excuse such person from attendance
for any period rluring the sittings of such Court.

The Hon. T. C. HAIHVOOD observed
that the e1ause did Bot appear to make it
sufficiently clear that the Judge must be
satisfied of the" special urgency or importance" of the excuse offered by a juryman.
The clause did not say who was to decide
that point. Perhaps it would be as well
therefore to insert aft.er the word" importance" the words" sufficient in the opinion
of such Judge"
rrhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES expressed the
opinion that the words which lVIr. Harwood
proposed to insert would be mere surplusage.
The clause already contained the words "to
the satisfaction of the Judge." It was
necessarily implied that the Judge himself
must be satisfied as to the" special urgency
or importance" of the case.
The Hon. J. Y. McDONALD said that a
case occurred at Ballarat many years ago
in which a juryman who had been em panneled, and was engaged in trying a case, received a message stating that his wife had
just been confined. The Judge, however,
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was unable to relieve him from his duties,
and the wife died while the juryman was
still engaged in court. He (Mr. McDonald)
hoped that provision would be ma.de in this
Bill to meet a case of that kind.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he did not
think it would be possible to go to the extent suggested by the honorable member.
After a jury had been empanneled the discharge of a juryman would make it necessary
for the whole case to be reheard. It might
be possible in such a case for the Judge to
adjourn the trial for au hour or half a
day.
.
The clause was agreed to.
The Bill was reported without amendment,
and the report was adopted.
Ou the motion of the Hon. J. 1\'1.
DAVIES, the Bill was then read a third
time and passed.
JUSTICES ACT FURTHER
AMENDMENT BfLL.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved the
second reading of this Bill.
One of its
objects,. he said, was to save exp,ense to the
State. Another object was to save inconvenience and trouble to witnesses. The
object of the later portion of the Bill was to
give additional jurisdiction to jUl':!tices iu
debt cases. At the present time, when it
was known that a prisoner intended to plead
guilty to a charge, it was nevertheless neces·
sary to have all the witnesses in attendance
at the Conrt, and in some cases those witnesses had to travel great distances. 1'hat
involved the State in unnecessary expense,
and it put the witnesses to unnecessary
trouble. The Bill provided that when a
person accused of an indictable offence
pleaded guilty before .the justices, then,
instead of the witnesses being bound nnder
recognisances to attend a certain Court, they
were merel'y bound to attend if and when
req uired. The Bill did not in any way take
away any of the rights of the accused person,
because, notwithstanding that he pleaded
g'uilty before the justice.s, if, on better
advice or on further consideration, he
thought he had done an unwise thing,
then when he came before the higher
Court he could still plead not guilty,
but the witnesses would not be there.
The J ndge would in that case direct a trial to
take place at a certain time, and the witnesses wOl1ld be required to attend then.
Of course it would very rarely happen that
an accused person would plead guilty before
the justices, and afterwards plead not guilty.
0
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But the Bill was so framed as to meet that
particular case.
Then there were cases
where the accused person had not pleaded
guilty before the justices, but between the
time of committal and the time of trial he
had made up his mind that he would plead
guilty upon trial. The Bill provided that in
such a case, upon the accused person intimating that he intended to plead guilty, the
witnesses might be notified that they need
not attend unless they got some further
notice. Then the same procedure would be
followed. 11 11e accused person might stilI
alter his mind when he came before the
Court, and then the witnesses would be summoned for a par.ticular time. Honorable
members would agree with him that these
provisions were most desirable on the
grounds both of economy and of saving unnecessary trouble. The latter portion of
the Bill provided that money might be recoverable in petty sessions on the balances
of accounts, and on accounts stated. There
probably never was any reason why these
particular causes of action should not be
sued upon in petty sessions, but somehow
the necessary jurisdiction was not givelJ, and
it was considered desirable now to give it.
In his opinion, it was a jurisdiction that
would be appreciated by tradesmen and
others who wished to sue for balances of
accountf:5.
Sir HENRY rUTHBEHT stated that he
had much pleasure in supporting the second
reading of the Bill. In his opinion, it was a
very useful measure, and he was surprised
that it had not been introduced many years
ago. If it had been it would have saved the
country the expenditure of many thousands
of pounds. "Vhen a man who was charged
with an indictable offence appeared before a.
Court of Petty Sessions and pleaded guilty
it seemed a strange thing that the country
should be put to the expense of binding
over all the witnesses who appeared to prove
the case. Where the accused person himself,.
after being fully warned, pleaded ·gailty, it
seemed a useless and lavish expenditure of
public money that all the witnesses should
be summoned to appear before the higher
tribunal. Of course it might be said that
the accused was new to the proceedings of a
Criminal Court, and that he might be taken
by surprise, and might do on the spur of
the momellt what he would regret having
done when he had time for deliberation.
That, however, was all provided for in the
Bill, and even though the accused had
pleaded guilty in the Court of Petty Sessions
he would have an opportunity of pleading
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not guilty when he came before the higher
Court. In the Court of inferior jurisdiction it might be said that the
prisoner might be at ::t disadvantage by
reason of the fact that when he pleaded
guilty no one in Court, knew the class of man
he was, whether he had been fOUl~d guilty of
misdemeanour before, or what his character
was; and perhaps no witness in the inferior
.court was called either for the pr<l>secution
or for the prisoner to give that information.
It would, therefore, seem desirable, when the
Bill went into committee. to consider the
propriety of allowing eith~r the prosecution
to show to the higher Court the class of
offender the prisoner was, or for the accused
,himself to have an ofJportunity of calling
witnesses as to character.
In looking
through the Bill, he had not observed that
any prqvision to that effeet was made.
While honorable members were considering'
,the amendment of the Justices Act they
might, perhaps, consider whether it would
not be ad visable to extend the jurisdiction
Qf justices. A nnmber of small cases in
which the justices had no jurisdiction came
before the Court, and the accused persons
had to be sent either to the Court of General
SesRions 01' to the criminal sittings of the
Supremo Court. At present, wher~ the
amount involved did not exceed £2, the
justices had summary jurisdiction to deal
with the case. Why not extend the amonnt
from £2 to £5, and thus go still further in
the direction of law reform ~ The Chief
Justice not long ago referred to a case that
occurred in which the vulue of the property
stolen-a quantity of whisky-came to 3s.
only. There were three men charged with
the offen!le, and they were seut to the higher
Court to be tried. There were 50 jurymen
summoned, bu t inasmuch as each of the
prisoners had the right of challenging fifteen
jurymen, the expenditure involved by that
trial for jury fees alone came to £26 5s.
The justices ought to have been able to deal
with that case at a small cost to the country,
probably not exceeding lOs. Now that Parliament was trying to carry out the recommendations of the Royal Commission, the
present was ,a proper time to consider the
propriety of extending the jurisdiction of
magistrates. The proposed amendment of
the civil j nrisdiction of petty sessions would
be an improvement. In a case where an account had been running on for m0nths or
years, and the defendant had a book in
which everything had been entered, it was a
great loss of time to compel the trader to
furnish each item over again. The House
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might congratulate the Attorney-General
and the Government 011 the introduction of
this Bill.
The Hon. T. C. HARvVOOD said he
entirely agreed with the Attorney-General
and Sir Henry Cuthbert as to the desirability of passing this Bill. No doubt It rnet
a long-felt want, and would be useful in
Its principal object appamany respects.
rently was economy, and as economy was
being brought specially under the notice of
honorable members at this time, it was very
desirable that the COll.neil should show a
good example by passing a measure, \\' hich
would save a considerable amount of expenses. in t he criminal j urisdictioll. I-Ie did
not know that the Bill accomplished any
other great object, as far as the criminal
part was concerned. The facilities that would
be given in the civil jurisdiction by the
amendments in this measure had long been
called for, and were desirable. But there was
one part of the Bill he would ask the Attorney-General to reconsider, because he could
not see the necessity for it, and rather
doubted its fairness. At present it was open
to any person charged with a criminal offence to give evidence on oath on his own
behalf, when he was on his trial before a
j nry. I-Ie had the option of making a statement not on oath. or of giving evidence like
an ordinary witness on oath. If h'e accepted
the latter responsibility he was open to
cross-examination, and fairly so, too. This
Bill carried that principle a step further,
by providing that ill the preliminary examination before the Police Court an accused
person who pleaded not guilty might give
evidence in the same way as he was able to
give it when on his trial in the superior
Court. The Bill also provided that the informant, complainant, or prosecutor or his
attorney and barrister might cross-examine tbe
accused, whose statement was to be reduced
to writing and signed by the justices, and
might be used against him on his trial. He
(Mr. Harwood) did not see the necessity for
that extension of the principle. The object
of letting a person who was charged with a
criminal offence give evidence on his own
behalf was for his protection only. When
the case waR before the justices there could
be no necessity for him to give any evidence
on hia own behalf and for his protection.
An ignorant man, accused of a criminal
offence, and without professional assistance before the justices, might blurt
out what
he considered his case,
and make some admission which would
tell very much against him. He was also open
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to eross-examination, and his evidence might
There
be used against him afterwards.
was no good object to be gained by that
extension of the principle, and it might act

unfairly to a person charged with an offence
who did not quite see the force of what he
was saying. In committee honorable members
should consider whether it was a desirable
innovation to make.
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD sta,ted that
he was entirely in favour of this Bill, but
would like to ask the Attorney-Geueral's
opinion with regard to cla.use 7, which provided that the depositions of witnesses who
died, or were too ill to travel, might be used
at the trial of the accused person ·in the
superior court ~ A prisoner might be undefended before the justices, and not ha ve
the skill to cross-examine material witnesses.
An important witness might die, or be too ill
to travel, and yet his depositions were to be
used against the accused at the trial although
the witness was not available for crossexamination.
Was that an innovation ~
Under the present law, were the depositions
of such a witness used as evidence at the
trial ~
The Hon. J. M. DAvI-Es.-In the case of
an accused man who pleads not guilty?
The Hon. N ~ FITZGERALD.-Yes.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-No.
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD said that
under clause 7 they might be so used, and
that course might press very unfairly against
an unfortunate accused person, in the event
of a material witness being dead or too ill to
attend the trial, because his evidence might
be used against the accused, although the
witness was not cross-examined by counsel in
the lower Court, and was not present to be
cross-examined in the higher Court. If the
clause was an innovation, an entire uovelty in
criminal procedure under the British Crown,
honorahle memLers would be justified in
asking for some further explanation of this
proposal in committee.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I made a mistake when I said that at the present time
that could not be done.
At the· present
time it can be done.
The Hon. N. FITZGERALD said he
only spoke as a layman, and if the AttorneyGeneral was satisfied that clanse 7 was not
an innovation he did not see ~'hy they
should not follow the pract.ice hitherto
adopted.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time, and
committed.

.A mendrnent Bill.

Discussion took place on clause 3, ·which
provided, inter alia, that where the accused
had pleaded guilty, a justice should" direct
the accllsed to be tried" at t be Supreme
Court or the Court of General Sessions.
The Hon. T. C. HAR\\~OOD said that
justices never directed an accused person to
be tried, but committed him for trial. In
order to make the language of this clause
the same as th8 language of the preceding
clause, he begged to moveThat the word "tried" be omitted and the
1I'ords "presented for trial" inserted in lieu
thereof.

'rhe Hon. J. M. DA VIES observed that
he did not really see any difference between
the two expressions. This Hill had been
approved by Mr. Finlayson, Crown Prosecutor, and Mr. Cresswell, one of our best
police magistrates, who had taken a great
deal of pains over the measure, and whose
suggestions had been carefully carried out.
·While he did not think the amendment
wou Id do any harm, he did not consider it
necessary.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT expressed the
opinion that the language of the clause as it
stood was very plain and easily understood.
It was perfectly correct to provide that the
justice should direct the accused to be tried,
and not merely to be presented for trial.
If Mr. Harwood's amendment was adopted
it would necessitate several consequential
amendments.
The Hon. T. C. HARvVOOD stated that
justices had no power to order an accused
person to be tried, but only to direct that he
sh@uld be presented for trial.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-Does it not
come to the same thing 1
The Hon. T. C. HAR'VOOD said it did
effect the same thing. The only object of
his amendment was to make the clause
clearer and more consistent with what p'receded aud what followed. However, he
would withdraw the amendment.
The amendment was withdrawn, and the
clause was agreed to.
Discussion took place on clause 6, setting
forth the procedure where t.he accused did
not plead guilty before the j lls'tice, and providing in sub-clause (2) thatSuch justice immediately after obeying the
directions as to reading over and signing any
statement as aforesaid sha,Ii [cause to be handed
to the accused, in cases where he is not defended
by a barrister and solicitor, the following caution,
or words to the like effect in writing] (that is to
say) :-" Having heard the evidence against you,
do you wish to be called as it witness and give
evidence in answer to the charge? You are not·
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obliged to be called and give evidence unless you
wish, but if you are called the evidence you give
ma,y be used against you and you will be liable to
be cross·examined."

The I-loll. T. C. HARWOOD remarked
that, with the object of carrying out the idea
he expresseJ on the second reading, he
begged to moveThat all the words after "writing" in subclause (2) be omitted.

The Han. J. M. DAVIES said he did not
think it wou.ld do to strike out those words
for this reaSOll :-It would be observed that
this Bill repealed section 43 of the principal
Act, which provided that after the examination of all the witnesses the justice should
say to the accusedHaving heard the evidence, do you wish to say
anything in answer to the charge? You are not
obliged to say anything unless you desire to do so.
. You have nothing to hope from any promise of
favour, and not,hing to fear from any threat which
may have been held out to YOIl to inauce you to
make any admission or confession of your guilt;
hut whatever you say will be taken down in
writing, and may be given in evidence against
you upon your trial.

He (Mr. Davies) did not see any great
danger to an accused person in sub-clause
(2) of clause 6 of this Bill, to which :Mr.
Harwood objected. and he thought that provision would often be of great benefit to an
accused person. Evidence given by an
accused person when Hrst brought before.
'the lower Court was really of greater
value as evidence than evidence given
by hirp when he came before the
higher Court, because in the latter case
he would have had a much longer time
to concoct a false story, and might
'have had all kinds of suggestions made
to him in the meantime. He (Mr. Davies)
would rather take .the first utterances of an
'accused person to judge the truth by than
,his later utterances.
The object of legislation of this sort was to give an innocent
accused person an advantage, and not to
·give greater opportunities to the guilty to
escape. It might be th~t the evidence an
accllsed person gave before the justices,
:coupled with the weakness of the evidence
'against him, would induce them to order him
to be discharged, in accordance with the
power conferred 0n them by sub-clause (6) of
'this clause. An innocent accused person
had nothing to fear from the revelation of
'the truth; it was the guilty person who
· was trying to escape wbo hlfd most to fear
· from all incautious admission, and if such [\,
'person 'made such an admission so much the
'better, in the interests of justice. Tbe object
of allowing an accused person to give evidence
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was that innocent persons might have the
right to be examined on oath so that they
could put on oath their statement of facts
before the Court. If that was a privilege,
and he thought it was, he did not see wby it
shonld not be extended to accused persons in
the lower Court. He was inclined to think
it was desirable to aid an innocent man.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD asked what
possible aid it could be to an innocerit man
to give evidence on oath when he was before
the justices ill the lower Court ~ ~rhe justices heard all the evidence for the prosecution, and if they did not tbink that the
evidence against him was sufficient to commit him they would discharge him; but if he
could give evidence on oath he might be
trapped into giving evidence which could,
under no circumstances, be of any possible
use to him, because the proper time for him
to give his evidence would be when he was
on trial before the jury in the higher Court.
This provision appeared to be an innovation
which was not asked for, nor called for, and
of which the only possible effect would be
occasionally to entrap a man into saying,
when he was not properly directed, something which might prejudice him afterwards.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU remarked that
if the accused person was found guilty and
sent for trial it would be to his disadvantage
to be called upon to give evidence, or if not.
called upon to give evidence, at any rate to
offer to give evidence. If the accllsed was
committed, and had to take his trial, be
agreed with .Mr. Harwood that this innovation was not necessary.
The Hon. R. B. REES asked if Mr. Harwood me~nt to destroy the right of an
accused person to gi ve evidellce on his own
behalf ~
'1'he Hon. T. C. HARwooD.-N'o, certainly
not.
The Hon. R. B. RE ES asked, then, what
caution did Mr. Harwood intend to insert in
tbis clause to be administ.ered before the
accused person gave evidence, so that he might·
safeguard himself ~ Before honorable members voted on the amendment they wanted to
know what was going to take the place of
the words which M.r. Harwood proposed to
strike out.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD observed
that Mr. Hees did not quite understalld the
bearing of this matter. At the present time
a man was entitled to give evidence on his
trial at the Supreme Court and before the
jury, if he pleased, or he might abstain from
If he gave evidence he
giving evidence.
was liable to cross-examination, and that
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evidence went before the jury. At the pre·
sent time he had no power to give evidence
before the justices. This Bill purposed to
give him that power to give evidence
before the justices. If he gave evidence
then it could be used against bim just the
same as if he gave evidence before the jury.
This innovatiorl. was unnecessary.
I t did
not protect the man in any shape or way,
and ~t 'might possibly tend to his very great
disad van tage'.
The Hon .•J. M. DAVIES,-He may not
be committed afterwards.
The HOll. T. C. HARWOOD said he
might not, but he might; and then, if he
was committed, whatever he said might be
used against him.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that he
looked upon this provision as altogether
ill favonr of the accused.
~Ilppose a prima
facie case had been made out against the
accused at the preliminary investigation,
and the Bench were very much inclined to
commit him.
rrhis provision enabled him,
if he was an innocent man, to go into the
witness box. He would say-Ie I don't care
what the consequences may be, I am going
to speak the truth. I have a justification
for this. I can explain the charge against
me." The justices, looking at the demeanour
of the man in the box, and believing his
statements, would say-" We were inclined
to commit this man to take his trial, but
from his bearing in the witness box we believe he. is a witness of truth, alld there is
no case against; him and we discharge him."
That was altogether in favour of the accused
if he was an innocent man. If he was a guilty
man, having been warned that if he went into
the box he ;vas liable to be cross-examined
and that his evidence would be taken down
and might be used against him, he would be
very careful not to go into the witness-box,
but to reserve his defence. This provision
appeared to him very right and proper.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD expressed
the opinion that Mr. Rees' objection was
very mueh to the point. Mr. Harwood's
amendment would leave the sub-clause absolutely meaningless. To carry out Mr. Harwood's intention the whole sub-clause wcmld
have to go, and so far Mr. Harwood had not
suggested anything in lien of it.. As to the
general principle of the thing, he was perfectly in accord with the way in which the
Bill was drawn, and he thought this was a
. very useful provision.
The Hon J. BALFOUR observed that he
also thought th~ clause was rather an advantage to an accused person. If it was
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thought an ad vantage to give permission to
an accllsed persoll ill a higher Court to gi\'e
evidence on his own behalf, then it was abv
an ad vantage to all aCCJnsed person \\' ho \\'a~
innocent, and who was not represented by a.
solicitor, to be given permission to give
evidence on his own behalf ill the lower
Court. The accused would be warned that
his evidence would be taken down, and might
be used against him, but, as the Attorney.General said, if the accused was an innocent
man it would be very seldom indeed that
the evidence he gave would be used adversely to him. If he was a gl~ilty man, he
might very often commit himself, and that
would be in the interests of justice.
The HOll. J. STER~'!3ERG expressed
the opinion that Sir Henry Cllthbert made
out a very good case for the clanse as it
stood. It would really meet the wishes of'
the majorit.y of the House, and of the majorit.y of the people outside} and he intended
to vote for it.
The Hon. E. MILLER remarked that,
as the Attorney-General had said, this
Bill bad been drafted by experts who
must have had more experience than
anyone in the Committee, and honorable members Ehonld therefore be very
careful before they altered anything in the
clauses. Many of these persons brought up
for various offences had not a lawyer to defend them. Many years ago he brought up
this question whether the Crown should not
provide a legal gentleman to defend an unfortunate man or woman who was brought
up on a serious charge, and who had no possibility of obtaining legal assistance.
The Hon. J. M. DAvJEs.-That is done in
capital cases.
The Hon. E. MILLER said that very
often one saw the Crown Prosecutor and the
Judge himself, and sometimes the j llry,
all against one unfortunate man, who had
very little chance of getting out of it. Still
this was only a ~ill relating to trial before
justices, and the Coul'lcil had better pass it
without altering the clause.
Tho Hon. T. C. HAirWOOD said that as
the opinion of the Committee !:leemed to be
against the amendment he desired to withdraw it.
The amendment was withdrawn, and the
clause was agreed to.
On clause 7, which provided that the
depositions of :witnesses who died or were too
ill to travel might be used at the trial of anyparson ,vho had been committed ior trial by
any jus~ice or any coroner, or allY justice
acting as a coroner,
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was introduced for the removal of doubt~
with reHard to the validity of the practice.
of the Titles Office relating to the registration of certain instruments. The proprietOJ
of land under the Transfer of Land Act had
a oertificate of ti tIe. ,Vhen he transferred
that land, or when he g,we a mortgage over it or a lease of it, an indorsement was made upon the certificate 01
title of the transfer, or of the mortgage, or of the lease. Then the practice had
been, when the mortgagee or the lessee
assigned his interest in the mortgage 01
lease, not to indorse that assignment Ilpon
the certificate of title, but to indorse it
upon the mortgage or the lease. There
might be half-a-dozen assignments of the
mortgage, and they would all be indorsed
upon the mortgage, but llot upnn the
original certificate of title.
He did
not think it WelS advisable that they
should be indorsed upon the certificate.
Each certificate of title had room for six
indorsements of actnal transfers. If these
transfers and mortgages were filled up Oll
the certificate I)f title then a subsequent
transferee would be compelled on a new
transfer to take out. a new certificate and
pay £1. There was room for six of thest'
on the certificate. To get it registered on
the certificate of title would be an extra registration. rrhe transferee would not on ly
have to pay for registration on the mortgage OJ·
the lease, but on the original certificate of title.
In some fow cases a registration had taken
place, but the practice had been to indorsf
the transfer on the mortgage or the lease:
and not on the certificate of title. That haa
been the universal practice ever since tlH'
Transfer of Land Act came into operation.
Everyone thought that tha.t was sufficient,
and that the transferee was in the sanw
position as if the transfer were indorsed OD
the original certificate, but lately in (1
case that came before the Supreme Court
tht Chief Justice seemed to be of the contrary opinion. It was desirable not only to
validate all the registrations that had taken
place in the past, but that the old and most
convenient practice should be cOlltillued in
the future. The Bill provided that when
the transfer of a mortgage was duly registered on the mortgage, and that was quite
sufficient for all practical purposes, that that
shonld be sutlicient validation, and have as
good effect as if the transfer were registered
on the original certificate. A ny one searchTRANSFER OF LAND BILL.
ing saw the certificate of title and the mortThe lIon. J. M. DAVIES moved the gage register, and the old practice was the
second reading of this Bill, which, he said, simplest and must con venien t wa.y.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES observed that
when Mr. l<itzGerald, during the secClndreading debate, asked a question as to the
present law, he did not. understand that the
honorable member was only referring to
cases where it was proved to the satisfaction
of the Court that the witness was dead, or so
ill as to be unable to attend. He thought
it was a general question whether depositions
could be used in all cases in the :-3upreme
Conrt, and he said "no." In the special
cases referred to, however, they could be.
The only addition which the clause made to
the existing la w was that of the words" or
any coroner or any justice acting as a
coroner." Of course a coroner could commit as well as a justice, and it was· desirable
that provision should be made for thm;e
cases.
The clause was agreed to.
On claul:ie 11, which provided for an
amendment of section 48 of Act r\ o. 1] 05,
Sir HENRY CUTHBER1' asked the
Attorney-General if he attached any weight
to his sugge.stion as to the examination of
witnesses in the higher Court as to character,
either for or against ~ vV ould it not be well,
before the Bill was gone through, to have
some words inserted to meet such a case as
that ~ Perhaps it would require a little
time to consider where would be the best
place to bring it ill, but if the AttorneyGeneral considered that the snggestion was
a good one, he would ask the honorable
gentleman to allow the Bill to be recommitted later on.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that he
would be perfectly willing to recommit the
Bill. He would imagine, without giving
full c011sideration to the qnestion, that the
same rule with reference to witnesses as to
character would apply as where the person
now pleaded guilty before the higher Court.
He thought a person could now plead guilty
and call wi tnesses as to character, and he
did not think the machinery of this Bill
would in any way affect that. provision. He
would take· care to ascertain that, and,
before the Bill was finally through, he would
inform the House, and, if necessary, consent
to the recommittal of the Bill.
The clause was agreed to.
The remaining clauses having been gone
through, and the second schedule verbally
a~ended, the Bill was reported \\' ith amendments.
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~ir HENRY CUTHBERT observed that
he rose to ask the Attorney-Gelle.cal to be
good enough to take the second reading of
the Bill on the next day of meeting. He
thought many of the legal profession were
not a ware of the doubts that had been referred to, and he would like to have an
opportunity of conferring with the members
of the Law Society at Ballarat, and with
some of the members of the Law Society in
Melbourne. He thought that, with t,he case
made ont by the Attorney-GelH·ral, if a
little time were given for cOllsideration there
would be no difficulty in having the Bill
passed. He begged to move, therefore-

That the debate be now adjourned.

The motion was a.greed to, and the debate
was adjourned until Tuesday, July 19.
POLICE OFFENCES ACT
A~[ENDJIENT BILL.
The Hon. J. BALFOUH moved the
second reciding of this Bill. He :mid the Bill
was exactly the same as the mecLsure passed
by the House last session. On that occasion
it went to another place and got to a certain
stage, when the business of the session became
congested in consequence of the railway
strike, and the Bill was lost.
It had in
ano~her place reached either the secondreading or the CULllmittee st.age. If this
were not; a new House he wonlLl not think it
necessary to deal with the measnre in detail
now as he did on the first ocCtlsion. III explaining the measure he would be as brief as
possible. The present law wasAny habitual drun1mrd having been thrice
convicted of dl'Unkenoess within the rreceding
twelve mJnths and any common prostitute who ill
any street or public highway or being in any.
place of public resort shall behavc in a riotous or
indecent manner shall be liable to impnsonment in
any gaol for anytime not excaedihg twelve m::mth'l3
with or without hard labour.

] t was evident that it was not habitual
drunkards thrice convicted within twelve
months who should be liable to twelve
months' imprisonment, for this was conjoined to the other part of the seetion referring to a .prostitute who should behave in a
riotolls or indecent manner in a public place.
The reason for requiring an amendment was
that the Court decided that a person to be
an habitual drunkard, and be convict.ed
thrice, must also have behaved in a riotous
or indecent manner.
Strictly speaking, the
Court was right, for the clause read that
way, though it was not intended when the
measure was passed, as was evident from the
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discu~sion.

He had turned up the case in
which the court arrived at this decision, and
he would read it : Reg. v.

JU8tice.~

of Walhalla, ex parte Beisell-

A man named Beisell was convicted at Walhalla
of being an idle u,ud disorderly person under section 40, sub-section (:3), Po.lice Offences Act He
appealed to the GeneralSessions, and Judge HamiltOll quashed the cOllviction on the groulld that to
support a conviction under that section it must be
proved further that accused had behaved in a
riotous and indecent manucr in a puhlic place.
The point having been referred to the Supreme
Court, Mr. Justice Hood held that Judge Hamilton's decision was correct.

Even a layman ctJUld see that the decision
was correct, for the reol.ding of the sub-section
made it necessary that the man should not
only be au habitual drunkard, but that he
should also have behaved in a riotous or
indecent manner. The board that was appointed to inqnire into the treatment of
habitual drunkards brought IIp a report containing a number of recommendations, and
he was sorry to say that the Government
had not yet taken the recommendations in
hand. They were very valuable, and would
be of great use in preventing people continuing to be habitual drunkards. One of
the recommendations or suggestions was that
the amendment now proposed should be made
so as t.o carry out what Parliament had
intended. He brought this matter up thinking that it could be easilydealt with apart from
dealing with the whole question of habi tual
drunkards, which he hoped would be taken
up by the Government. The evidehce of
the governors of the gaols and of police
magistrates was strongly in favour of this
proposal. The present practice was for
habitual drunkards to come up in a procession week after week and be sent for
three or four days or a week to gaol,
and when they came out they went in
for anotber debauch.
The case of these
drunkards was therefore absolutely hopeless.
The evidence given at the inquiry was given
by the very best authorities on the subject,
and similar evidence was also given in England. In England they imposed nothing less
than twel ve months' imprisonment, and had
imposed as much as two years on habitual
druukards. The board recommended that
section 40 should be amended so as to apply
to habitual drunkards three times convicted,
and that the period of punishment be increased. He had not followed the latter part.
of the recommendation, for he merely wished
to pu·t the law in the position that was intended when the Act was passed. He
'would quote some of the evidence given
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before the board. The evidence given by
James Evans, R.N., theu Inspector-G eneral
of Prisons, contained the following : I have referred on more than one occasion in
my annual reports to the inadequacy of the sentence in cases of drunkenness. In my opinion
it is perfectly useless to send them to prison for
brief periods. For the Melbourne Gaol for .July,
August. September, and October, 1898. the figures
are :-Sentenced for drunkenl!ess, males, 2:H;
females, 69. Of the~e, 2~ males and twenty fmilales
had been previously convicteLl three t,imes during
the preceding twelye months, but were not seut
to gaol as habitual drunkards. The numher sentenced fur habitual drunkenness was three males,
fOllr females. There are very few drunkards whom
I have seen in prison lik ely to be eon tam ina ted
by association with other prisoners. I think the
only hope for tlHm is to incarcerate them.

The present In:;;peetor-General of Prisons,
Mr. Connor, sent him the following letter
when he brought this matter up before : Inspector·General's Offiroe,
1ielbourne. 26th October, 1903.
Dear Sir,-As I observe from notices in the press
that you are bringing in a Bill to deal with
habitual drunkards, I take the liberty of sending
you two extracts from reports which to some
extent bear on the subject. The first is from my
annual report, which this year has not been published on the ground of economy, and the second
is taken from a paper I recently read before the
Inter-State Police Conference. I am very grad
you have taken this matter up, as the present
method of dealing with persons afflicted with the
drink habit is very ineffective.
I am, &c.,
E. C. CO~XORJ Inspector·General.

The following was the extract from Mr.
Connor's report : Captain Evans has on more than one occasion
drawn attention to the practice of committing to
prison for very short periods gaol habitues of hoth
sexes, a practice utterly devoid of benefit either t 0
the prisoners or to the community. I would again
bring the matter under notice, especially in its
application to women of the dissolute class. \Vhen
a woman of this class is arrested for drunkenness,
insulting behaviour, or any form of vagrancy, the
practice is to send her to gaol for a few days o.
weeks a.t most. In.very many ca.~es this means
periodical bathing, clothing, doctoring, and discharge to freedom, perhaps for twelve or fourteen
times a year. X 0 good results can be looked for
under this system, nor does the ~tate get any return in the ,vay of labour performed for maintenance.
J. G. was admitted to the Melbourne Gaol fourteen times during 1902. Thirteen times the
offence was" drunk and disorderly," and in no
instance did the sentence exceed fourteen days.
S D. (4:2 convictions) was received tweb'e times
during 1902. Longest sentence fourteen days.
M.P. (27 years of age) was sent to prison eleven
times, and her sentences were four of three days,
three of Eeven days, two of fourteen days, and two
of one month.
These are ordinary cases, and I ·quote them in
the hope that some more effective practice may be
adopted in dealing with delinquents, male and
female, of this class.

1904.J

Amendment Bill.

167

He lleed not read the extract from Mr.
COllnor':; address before the Inter-State
Police Confercllce, for it was to the same
effect.
Others had given evidence ill the
same direction. The law in England was
designed to enable criminals of this class to be
inc~l,i'cerntcd for from 011e to two years, and
sometimes for three years, as the only hope
of makillg thern of some use to society, and
to prevent them from doing injury to themselves.
'1'he Committee had made some
changcs in the Bill as originally introduced,
and had. made it more stringent.
The
Police Offellces Act., as it was intended to be,
required that the person had to be convicted thrice in twelve months, but nnder
the Bill it was altered to thrice in six
months. A person convicted thrice in six
months was therefore supposed to be worse
than one convieted thrice in twelve months.
'l'hat was intended to make it [\, little easier
for the habitual drunkard. He had left the
provision as it passed throngh committee
last session. Then an addition was made to
the clause at the instance of Mr. Bell, pro-'
viding that a police magistrate should form
one of the adjudicating justices in awarding
such imprisonment. )11'. Bell thought it
was well to confine this matter to a Bench
which included a police magistrate.
That
provision was also embodied in the Bill. He
ought to point out also that there was an
addition to the Bill that was not in the
existing Act, but it was one accepted by this
House last session. I t not only dealt with
drunkards thrice convicted on evidence
under section 2.5 of the Act, but added" or
under section 1fi3 of the Lieensillg Act
1890." That covered a good deal. ~\Teu who
were ha.hitual drnnl,ards were sometimes in
charge of steam -engines or held other responsible positions, and this would brin~ them
under the Hame law as drunkards thrice convicted. He was quite convinced that if the
Bill were pn,ssed it would prove ad vCllltageous
to the poor unfortunates themselves, and
would reBlllt in a saving of money to the
country. He lmew that the magistrates and
the governors of the gaols were anxious to
see it made law.
The HOll. D. MELVILLE remarked that
although he seconded this measure he was
not aware that it was the exact Bill that was
pas:sed a year ago. Mr. Balfour had stated
that his J3ill ,,"ould be a ble~sing to the
drullkards, but he (Mr. lYIelYillt') thonght
that a good many of them would die before
the twelve months' imprisonment was up.
Was there anything to prevellt a mml from
being drunk once a ,,,eek for three weeks
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and being convicted ~ MLBalfonr thought
that by imposing this severe pnnisbment he

case of trips or shifts on which the running time is
eight hours. In many instances, however, fortyfive. (45) minutes are not occupi~d in getting the
could remove the troubles.
engme I·eady and on to the tram before the trip,
An HONORABLE ME;\1B~~R.-1t is not man- or iu setting the engine away after the trip,
datory to give twel ve months.
and in snch ca.ses the working hour& per day have
Tbe Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-He has to be not, therefore, been increased by even thirty (30)
minutes, if at all. O\'ertime is now computed on
a.n habitual drunka.rd besides.
the basis of eight hours per day instead of nine as
The HOll. D. M ~LVILLE said it was was previously the case, which is considerably to
because the Governrntll1t had not taken this the advantage of the men.
matter in band that ~lr. Balfour found it
(b) SUJlzalmen.
necessary to deal with it. If we were to
The work at the various signal boxes was
take this Spartan ,vay of dealing with all recently rcviewed in conjunction with the present
our 80cial troubles, we would soon end them. train service, and a number of the boxes reclassifieu, according to the character of the work,
To issue this sort of Russian ukase would be. and having regard to whether it is intermittent or
an extraordinary way of dealillg with the continuous. In twenty (20) instances the hours of
matter. He was not prepared to support duty have accordingly been increased from eight
the Bill, and he would ask the House to (8) to ten (10) hours per day, in one installce from
eight and a half (~!) to ten (10) hours per day,
postpone the debate, so that time might be and
in two instances from nine (9) to ten (10) hours
given to consider the question. He there.: per day.
fore begged to move- .
Eight (8) hours has never been recognised as a
day's work in all the signal boxes, and there hag
That the debate be now adjourned.
always been a considerable number of boxes in
The motion was ag'reed to, and the debate which the men have worked ten (10) hours per
day; and in many of the boxes which have been
was adjourned until1'uesday, July 19.
as above the hours of duty were preThe Honse adjourned at half-past six, reclassifi~d
viously ten (10) hours per day.
until half-past fOllr o'clock 011 Tuesday, July
(e) Other Railway Employe.s.
19.
No.
THos. TAIT, Chairman.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEl\1BLY.
Tllesda?/, J.uly 12., 1904-.
'rhe SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.

RAILvVAY DEPARTMENT.
HOURS OF E~GINE-DlUVERS AND SIGNALMENHOLJltS AND WAGES AT NEWPOH'l' 'VORKsHops-Bouns OF LABOURERS A'l' KORONG
VALE.
Mr. HANNAH asked the Minister of
Railwavs if he would inform the House if it
was a fact that the hours of engine-drivers,
signalmen, and other railway employes had
been increased nnder the present Railways
Commissioners ~
Mr. BE~T. - I haye received the following reply:MEMORANDU;\I.

Enainemen.
Previous 10 the establishment of Regulation No.
41, on 13th July, 1903, nine (9) hours, generally
speaking, constituted a day's work for enginemen,
of which thirty (::JO) minutes was allowed for
getting the engine re:tdy, fifteen (15) minutes for
getting it on to the train he fore the trip, fifteen
(15) minutes for taking it from the train to the
depot, and thirty (30) minutes for putting it a~ ay
after the trip, thus leaving seven (7) hours and
thirty (30) minutes for actual running. Under
Regulation No. 41 the basis of a day's work for
enginemen has been fixed at eight hours' actual
running, and no .time allowed before or after the
trip-an increase of half-au-hour per day in the
(a)

Mr. H. S. BENNI'~TT (Ballarat West)
asked. the Minister of Rail ways if he would
inform the Housel. The a\Cerage number of hour's worked by
individu:t.l workers in the construction of engines
at the Newport workshops?
2. The average wages paid to the above workers
in connexion with the said work?

Mr. BENT.--·The following is t.he official
reply:( 1) On the assumption that the information required relates to the "D D " engiues, the actual
number of hours worked by the various trades on
the ten (10) engines recently completed is furnished
hereunder.
It would not be possible to determine the
average number of hours w')rked by each individual without a very exhausti\'c analysis, because
during the past twelve months a large number of
employp.s have been engaged on the work ir. many
instances for a por-tion of their time only.
Trade, &c.

Blacksmiths ...
Strikers, labourer~, apprentices,
and lads
Moulders
Moulders' assistants and apprentices
Turners
Machinists
Labourers, apprentices, and lads
Fitters
Labourers, apprentices, and lads
Coppersmiths ...
Labourers, apprentices, and lads
Boilermakers ...
Boilermakers'assistants,labourers,
apprentices, and lads

Hours.

21,496
35,488
6,480
2,224
30,160

15.784
27,144
30,752
38,232
5,440
4,336
16,40()

47,360

Railway
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Sir ALEXANDIW. PEACOCK.-That is only
giving the total number of hOlH::! worked.
We want the average honrs.
:Mr. H. S. B~:NN\<:TT (Ballarrzt lYest).I hope the MiniRter of Railways will not be
interrupted in this very exhansti ve report.

:Mr.

BE~T.-The

statement continues-

Painters
Labourers, apprentices, and lads
I )arpenters
...
...
...
Labourers, apprentices, and lads
Trade, &c.

1,3:16
3,112
2,168

352

Average rate per day.

s. d.
10 9
11 0

13lackmiths
Boilermakers'
9 0
Carpenters
10 0
Coppersmiths
10 8
Fitters
8 10
Machinists
10 4
MouLders
9 6
Painters .. .
10 11
Turners .. .
7 2
Boilermakers' assistants and labourers
7 2
Moulders' assistants
7 2
Strikers and labourers
6 9
Labourers
3 4
Apprentices and lads

Mr. J. 'V. BIT.JLSON (Fitzroy).- 'What are
the average hours ~ The question asks for
the average' number of hours worked per
individual. Do you decline to give tha.t
information ~
Mr. BENT.-I have given the Honse
exactly what J have got. The statement I
i1ave just read eontains the following
passage : It would not be pos~ible to determine the
.average number of hours worked by each indio
vidua.l without a very exhaustive analysis--

in

Mr. J. \V. BJU,SON (Fitzroy).-Not
the
.same way as you get at the a verage wage?
Mr. BENrrBecause during the past twelve months a large
number of employes have been engaged on the
'Work in many instances for a portion of their time
'
'Only.

Sir ALExANDlm PEACocK.-Yet the average rate of wage is given for the different
work.
Mr. SANGsTER.-And many of them have
.been engaged on, the work for a portion of
their overtime as well.
Mr. McGREGOR (in the absence of Mr.
asked the Minister of Railways if
he\vas aware of the fact that the men on
the ballast train at Korong Vale were working 61i hours a week; if so, would he give
instructions that this overworking of mon
was to b~ stopped ~
:BAILES)

Department.
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Mr. BENT.-The following is the official
reply:During the week ending 2nd inst. the time of
the men engaged on the hallast train running from
Korong Vale was occupied u.s under ;-Travelling on
the train to and
from work.

nay.

- - - - - - --hours-.1st day
4
2nd day
6!
3rd day
4
4th day
6&
5th day
~!
6th day
3
Total

...

Average ...

27~

Actua.l
time at
work.

Time paid
fUl·.

hours.-) - honrs.--

6ft

7ft

7

10k

5~

7!l

7!
6!

IV!
S!

36~

501

4!

5!1

S~·

In accordance with the usual practice, half of
the travelling time is paid for.

That is the report from the Chairman of the
Commissioners, but, outside of this, I am
,informed-and this only shows what some
of these men will do-that there were a
number of men out of work at Bendigo, and
this work was to be done at Korong Vale.
Mr. COLECHlr\.-Were they working their
passage ~
Mr. BENT.--,-There were plenty of men
at Korong Vale to do this work, bllt, out of
consideration for the unemployed of Bendigo,
. the Department agreed to take a number of
them on, They only worked the number of
hours that I have indicated, and then they
come here and complain that they were
working so many hours a day, whereas they
were doing nothing of the sort. N ow, the
plan that will obtain for the future will be
that a Bendigo man will not ha.ve a chance
to ride all about an.d then say he has worked
60 hours a week. That is what the Department gets for being considerate to these
men. 'These are the actual facts. These
men were out of employment; they said they
were starving, and, on the strength of that,
the Department sent them to Korong Vale,
where there were plenty of men ready
to do the work. The men at Korong Vale
now complain that the Department gave employment to men from Bendigo when there
were plenty of men in the locality.
BUTrrER EXPORT INDUSTRY.
REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION.
Mr. ROBERTSON asked the Minister of
Agriculture if he would take early action to
have the full report of the evidence and the
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finding of the Royal Commission of inquiry
into the butter export ilJd ustry, printed and
distributed to all members of agricultural
societies, shire councils, horticultural soeieties,
and kindred institutions connected with the
producing interests?
Mr. MURRAY.-Reports of this character
are, and always have been, printed nnder the
direction of the rrreasurer. I believe this report will be of a very bulky nature, but I
will bring the matter under the notice of the
Treasurer for his consideration, and see how
far the wishes of the honorable member can
be met.
PRESENTATION OF ADDRESSES
TO 'fHE GOVERNOR.
The SPEAKER. - I have to inform the
House that this day I waited on His Excellellcy the Governor at the Governn,ent
offices, and presented to him the Address
adopted by the House on 30th June, to which
His Excellency was pleased to make the following reply : On behalf of the King I accept with great satisfaction your renewed expressions of loyalty to His
Majesty's throne and persqn.
I thank you for the cordial welcome accorded to
me by the representatives of the people of Victoria
upon my assumption of the high office of Governor.
It will be my pleasing duty to co-operate to the
utmost of my power with Parliament in advancing
the welfare and happineEs of the people.
I take this opportunity of congratulating you
upon the satisfactory condition of the finances of
the State, which, I hope and believe, betokens
increasing and continued prosperity to all classes
in Victoria.

I have also to report that this day I
waited on His Excellency the Governor,
and presented to him the Address-inReply to His Excellency's speech on the
opening of Parliament adopted by the House
on 5th July. and that His Excellency was
pleased to make the following reply : I thank you in the name and on behalf of His
~lajesty the King for the expression of loyalty to
our Most Gracious Sovereign. I confidently hope
that the results of your labuurs may tend to the
advancement of this State.

Privitf1ge.

PRIVILEGE.
"THE

AGE"

On the order of th~ da.y for the resumption of the debate (adjourued from July 6)
on :NIr. Gannsoll's motion, "That Mr. J. 'v.
Packer, publisher of tile Age newspaper, d()
attend this House to morrow,"
Mr. WArrT said-As mover of the adjournment of the debate on this motion. I
should like to ask the honorable member who
moved the motion whether, in view of the
additional facts disclosed in the pages of
Hansa1·d, he intends to proceed further with
it to-day?
Mr. GAUNSON.-The object which I had
in view has really been mainly accomplished.
As a matter of justice to the people of this
country I have compelled the Age lIewspaper
to report me. That is something gained, and
under these circumstances, although the explanation is.most grudging-and a stronger
term could be used-nevertheless, as I have
no personal object to serve in the matter, I
do not desire to press the motion any further.
I desire to intimate that on the next. occasion,
when a bet.ter opportunity offers, I shall
move that Mr. David Syme be brought to
the bar of the Honse, and that his people be
turned out of the reporting gallery.
I beg
leave to withdraw the motion.
Mr. DOWN"VARD.-I desire to correct
an error in lIansard in connexion with this
matter.
The SPEAKER.-I hardly think the
honorable member is in order i~ bringing up
a ne\v question.
Mr. DOWNWARD.-It is on this very question.
The SPEAKER.-I will hear the honorable member.
Mr. DOWNWARD.-On page 122 of
Hansa7·d the honorable member for the
Public Service asks the questionN ow is that true or false?

Then the report goes
CLOSER SETTLEMENT BILL.
Mr. MUH.RAY presented a message from
His Excellency the GO\Ternor recommending
an appropriation from the consolidated· revenue for the purposes of a Bill providing
for the acquisition and disposal of land for
closer settlement and for ot her purposes.
The message was ordered to be taken into
consideration later in the day.
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Mr. MURRAY and Mr. BRolVlLEY.-Absolutely untrue.
Mr. DowNwARD.-False.

I never made any interjection III regard to
the matter at all.
Mr. GAUNSON.-You meant to.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-It was some
one in your rowdy corner.
The motion was withdrawn.
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Surplus Revenue

SURPLUS REVENUE BILL.
Mr. BENrr moved the second reading of
this Bill. He said-As I intimated to the
Honse the other night, the Government have
a surplus of over £50ll,01l0. Some years
ago Sir George Turner introduced a Rill,
which became law, that all surpluses should
be paid into a particular fund, but within
about twelve months from that time he
·broke through his own Act, and had to confess that it was impossible t(!) carry it out.
The honorable member for Allandale will
understand what I mean when I mention
·that there was a deficiency in the revenue
two or three years ago of £294,000. That
.was knocking about in floating balances,
and I propose to deal with it in this Bill, and
'bring it into the Trust Funds, so that the
·House will know exactly what is to be done
·with it. Another matter with which this
.Bill deals relates to the unexpended
balances of three items that were induded in a Surplus Hevenne Bill introduced by Sir George 'l'urner in 1899.
,That Bill became Act ~o. 1622. It provided
for £ I ,600 for a Customs launch. The
-Customs Department went over to the
Commollwealth, and t.he money was therefore Bever used. Then there \vas another
.sum of £/),000 for switchboards for telephone exchanges, and as that matter went
'over to the Common wealth that money also
,,:as never expend.ed. Then there is a portIOn of another Item, making a total unexpended b.alance of £8,000. I propose to
brmg that III now to revenue.
When I said
the other night that we had a surplus of
£534,000, I did not then include that sum, so
that now it will be an additional £8000 to
deal with. Of the !Surplus that
have
indi?ated I propose to pay £150,000 to the
Savmgs Banks Commissioners. By that
.means we shall save £6,000 a year in interest. If honorable members wi!Sh I will
'explain now on the second reading the
"v.ariou~ items in this Bill, but if they con,SIder It more convenient that I shall ll1en.tion each item in committee, I am prepared
,to adopt that course.
~fr. BRmILEY.-Take them in committee.

I

Mr. BENT.-Then I am prepared
·formally to move the second reading, with
the understanding that I give an ex'planation in each case if necessary in
committee.
J have plans and papers ~here,
~nd shall be able to explain each particular
'It~m and answer any question.
I do not
,wIsh, however, that it should be said that I
'am taking this conrse to avoid giying infor-
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mati on in my speech on the second reading,
for it is nothing of the kind. I have shortly
put it that we have this surplus; that we
a8k authority to pay £150,000 to the
Savings Banks Commissioners, and that we
propose to submit items for public works
amounting to £366,705. "Ye think by the
payment of £150,000 that we do fairly to
the State, and' a.s there are. a lot of unemployed at present, I propose to bring down
items for public works of a character that
will really pay a large amount of interest, as
well as give employment. 1 think this is
better than paying the full amount to the
Tru'st Funds.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I have a few words
to say in regard to this measure. In the
first place, we may fairly say that the Treasurer has not made a very full explanation of
some of the clauses. I think his excuse for
breaking away from Sir Georae 'furner's
provision of the Trust Funds A~t of 1897 is
a very insufficient one; and when I lay before
honorable members the figures which const.itute what the Treasurei' is pleased to regard
as the backsliding of Sir George Turnerat that
particular time, t hey will seil t.hat there is a
very considerable differenee between what
this Treasurer now proposes to do and what
Sir George Turner at that time proposed to
do with the self-denying ordinance then
passed.
The amount that Sir Georae
'r urner proposed to apply to works was
~
£100,000. The surplus of that year was
£382,000, and Sir George Tnrner proposed
also to set apart £50,000 of that sum for the
purpose of redeeming· certain debentures
which fell due in 1903. He diverted from
the provisions of Act No. 1531 £ 15U 000 .
£50.000 of that might fairly be said to 'be il;
discharge of the debts of the State· the remaining £232,OUO was honestly applied to
the reduction of the indebtedness to the
T.r~st Funds; and so were carried out the proVISIOns of Act No. 1531. 'Vhat a very different position we have here now! The 'Treasnrer proposes not to pay a single penny
towards the reduction of the indebtedness to
the Trust Funds, but practically to spend the
greater part of the money, or nearly the
whole of it, on public works, and to pay
off any incidental indebtedness.
Mr. WATT.-There is another difference
for Sir George Turner borrowed at that time:
and the present Treasurer has not.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I do not know that
that makes much difference. Sir George
Turner's was the first surplus for a
number of years I think for six
~Tears.
rrhis is the first surplus after
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about two years, and after we hal"e been
forming all sorts of resolutions that we are
going to run our finances on sound lines in
the future. What are we doing? Compare
this State with a company. Would any
company, on the mere word of the manager,
and without waiting for an audit of its
accounts, or for the preparation Clf the usual
formal accounts, proceed to divide up the
alleged profits in the shape of dividends ~ I
C3.nnot deny that a considerable number of
the works proposed to be carried out are
necessary. There is a great deal to be said
for a policy of distributing some of the
money in the shape of public works, because
it is not to the welfare of this country to cut
down the amount of expenditure on public
works, especially when so little is bein~ done
by private employers. But the Treasurer is
breaking away in a very discouraging fashion
from a sound sal ntary reform, namely,
that we should devote a considerable
part of the surplus to paying off the
indebtedness to the Trust Funds. I consider that an urgent and pressing demand. It is demanded by all doctrines of
honesty that )\'e should pay something
towards reducing the indebtedness to the
Trust Funds. It is all very well for the
Treasurer to say that Sir (}eorge Turner
broke away from the principle that he was
instrumental in imposing on Parliament.
~ir George Turner did it only in a modified
way after a long period of abstinence from
the use of public funds in this way; he did
it in the manner in which every other
Surplus Bill was introduced in this HOllsehe did it after the Budget statement had
been delivered, and when the people had
some sort of aSSl1ranC8 as to the financial
position of the State. 'What do we know of
the financial position of the ~tat.e at present,
or what guarantee have we that there is any
surplus? The Treasurer states that he receiyed a not e just before the banquet at
Brighton last night showing that there was
another £10,000 or £12,000 to add to the
previously announced surplus. The 'rreasurer'
stated the other night in the House that there
might be £10,000 one way or the other when
the facts were known. What principle of
bnsiness is there at the baek of such a proceeding as this 1 Would any company before
it knew its balance-sheet approximately and
was in a position to give ~he information to
the public proceed to declare a di vidend 1
Mr. McLEoD.-They do it every day on
the word of the manager.
Mr. MACKINNON.-It is a very unsound
principle.
I do not propose thnt the whole
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of the surplus should Le paid into the Trust
Funds; but this scheme of practically annexing the whole of it, and leaving nothing at
all to the Trust Funds is thoroughly bad.
Mr. BE:'\'l'.-£150,000.
Mr. MACKINNON.-'l'hat is being paid
to the Savings Banks, and that is a diffet'ent
allocat.ion altogether from the one which I
am ad vocating which we should now attend
to, namely the placing of the Trllst Funds in
the conditioll in which they ought to be. If
we are going to give the go-by to this practice which we solemnly enacted in Act No.
1531, the best thing would be to make the
deht a fixed one like the rest of our consolidated debt. I think it is nwst discouraging, after the great movement we have had
here for sound nnance and the putting of
things on a business·like footing, that we
should repudiate Ollr indebtedness to the
Trust Funds, for that is what it amounts to.
The indebte,dness to the Trust Funds should
be, until paid off, a most binding and solemn
obligation on all Treasurers, who should
'honestly carry out the intention of Act
No. 1531. '
Mr. TBoMsoN.-vVhat percentage would
you payoff?
Mr. MACKINNON.-If we take the
analogy of Sir George Turner's case we
shou Id payoff a very considerable sl1m;
we should payoff something like £250,000.
As the £150,000 to be paid to the Savings
Banks may be said to be going in a S()l11ewhat similar direction, perhaps .£100,000
might be devoted towards the inctebtedness
to the Trust Funds, and the li.st of public
works c0uld be cut down to that extent. I
am going to speak about the various public
works as they come up, and I understand
that the Treasurer has an explanation for
each of them. Some I intend to protest
agaiLlst very vigorously, and if some are
knocked out of the schedule the proposed
expenditure of £366,000 can be cut down.
I do say that it is not right that before
the Budget statement has been placed before
the people of the country we should practically determine to dispose 0f a supposed surpIns in this large-handed way. In the first
place this surplus contains £194,000, carried
forward from the previous financial year.
Then it is desirable that we should know in
some general way what our prospects are for
the present financial year, and the Estimates
and the Budget will contain that information.
Until that is done we have the word of the
Under-Treasurer only that there is a surplus.
How he has arrived at it, it is extremely diffi-
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cult to tell, because it is quite impossible
that the accounts can be balanced up for a
month or two to come.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-The Public Accounts
Cocnrnittee should certify in connexioll with
the matter.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I don't know what
position it is in at all, but we should have
some assurance from that body in regard to
this matter. And even then I think it would
be undesirable. to vote these sums until we
know our pro~pects for next year.
Mr. KEAs'l'.--How could you get that information now?
Mr. MACKINNON.- \Ye can form an
opinion as to our p1'0Spects more or less, or
at allY rate the Treasurer 9f ~he day is
usually willing to stake his reputation on
certain prospects. If the Budget statement
were delivered we would have that opinion.
There seems to be a great desire to get at
these works, some of which I admit are
necessary. I am desirous of seeing money
spent by the Government, but to give the
whole of this sum awav in this blind fashion
would be wrong, and ,;ould be going back on
a sonnd healthy principle deliberately adopted
hy Parliament. I raise my voice against a
sliding back into the old ways which brought
this State into a disastrous condition. At
. the time of the elections very considerable
promisea were made. '1'ho::e who read the
speeches made at that time know that the
Government are pledged to various works,
and it is desirable to carry ont these if we
can. There was an indecent. haste about a
great deal of it. It would be much better
to have the Budget statement before dealing
with this matter.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-I am
sorry that no member on the Ministerial
side .of the House has risen to reply to the
honorable member for Prahran. I must
confess, as an old member of the lhuse, that
I was surprised to find the Treasurer announcing so early that the Surplus Revenue
Bill was going to be dealt ";lith.
Mr. GAUN80N.-Do you get any of the
money ~
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-No.
Going about one hears a great deal of talk
as to the early circulation of the Bill. The
point laid down by the honorable member
for Prahran really deserves the attention of
the House, and I hope honorable members
will support the view enunciated by the
honorable member. The Treasurer stated
the other evening that this was a reformed
Parliament, and ought to deal with matters
on different lines from previous Parliaments.
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Here it is proposed to depart from one of the
practices folluwed by this Honse ever since
we have had constitutional government.
vVe are dealing with the surplus of the
financial year which closed at the end of last
month, and we are asked to do wha.t has
never been done in this State before or in any
part of the Brit.ish Dominions-we are
asked to deal with the Budget piecemeal.
The financial year bflfore last, as the
honorable member for Prahran pointed
out, the ex-Treasurer (Mr. Irvine) had a
surplus of £194,000, which he brought
forward into the financial year just closed.
The honorable member for Lowan recognised that a portion of that money properly
belonged to the last financial year, and that
it would be unwise to dispose of that sum in
any other way. Here we are really dealing
with the whole of the surplus of the financial
year just closed-virtually a two years' surplus-without the slightest indication of the
'rreasurer's forecast of the revenue and
expenditure of the current finahcial year.
When the honorable member for Lowan was
delivering the Budget last year he st::tted, in
referring to the estimated surplusThat leaves a balance of ;£43,967. Of that we propose that ;£40,000 shall go to the Trust Funds. We
propose to leave it to the operation of the Act
which provides that the SUl'plus shall go to the
Trust Funds. That will leave us with a small surplus over and above all of £3,967. I think h011orabl.3 members are aware of the iact that the Trust
Fund Trustees Act provides that sUl'pluses are
all to go into the Trust Funds. It is a splendid rule,
no doubt, but like some others, it is "more
honollred in the breach than in the observance"a rule characteri~ed by the late Speaker, Mr.
Gillies, who perhaps had as great a knowledge of
finances as any member of the House during the
time he was here, as being an utterly useless
attempt to make an apparent. safeguard for the
public finances, where. there was no real safeglHLrd
at all. I have before stated the reasons that
justify us, and fully justify us, in adopting a
course in this yea)', which has been adopted in
every year where there has been a surplus pince the
Trust Funds Trustees Act became law, and which
justify us more in this year than in any year that
has since passed.

If that were true of last· year, it is true of
this year. Now we are really dealing with
a surplus for two years. I know full well
that the Treasurer has been pressed in different quarters, and like 'all who have been
Treasurers he felt how hard it is in bad times
to refuse requests for public works.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.---':Especially at election
time.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Numbers of these works have stood for months,
and some of them for yea.rs. For example,
there is the 'Valhalla Railway, which was
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'passed by Parliament sonle 'years ago, but
which no Government went on with. \"'hen
I ,vas head of a Government and when the
honorable member for Lowan was head of a

Government, we both declined to borrow
the necessary money. If we pass this Bill
in the form pres en ted we will be told that
'We have committed ourselves, becanse
there is £"W,OO{) in the schedule for the
Walhalla Railway; and there are several
other items of a similar character. I object
to dealing with the surplus now without
having a regular finaucial f:!tatement with
the whole of the figures before us for the
nnancial year just entered. Last w8ek I
urged the Trea~llrer, knowing the difficulties
of forecasting, to deliver the Budget in September, when he would have a better idea of
the revenue and expenditure than he can
ha,'e at present.
Honorable members
know that the acconnts for the financial
year are never adjusted till the 31st
August. Although
the financia'\
year
closes on the
30th June, there are
outstanding contracts, and they rUll on till
the 31st August, when the adjustment takes
place; so that the Treasurer does not exactly
.know what his receipts and expenditure are
for the year just closed. To deal with these
items now appears to me to be a wrong procedure, and I am certain that honorable
members on the Government side of the
,House will regret. in years to come that this
precedent has been established thus early in
the reformed Parliament. vVe ought to have
a full statement of the finances before we
deal with these items. Of course, it is very
harl1 for hOllorable members who have some
of these works in their districts to make any
,objection. Honorable members want the
mOlley spent to give employment. ",Vhen
we were in straitened circumstances some
two years ago, Mr. Shiels came down to the
,House and took the authority of Parliament
to bring into the ordinary revenue of the
year certain funds that were put aside as
'frust Funds. A certain proportion of the
· Railway Accident Fund was put into the
current revenue, and the Mallee Fund was
dealt with, and that fund was to be a small
· recoup towards the reduction of 0111' debt.
That was also brought into the revenue of
the vear. If it was fair to do that under the
thet; existing circumstances, it is the duty-of
· this Government to repay that money out of
this surplus. '"~ e are now legislating in the
· dark, for we cannot tell until we have the
whole of the amounts before us and the
,Budget statement delivered how much
· was taken out of the Rail way AcciSir Alexander Peacock.
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dent Fund for belated rail way repairs.
But, whatever was taken out ought
to be repaid out of this surplus. I hope that
when we get into committee we shall have
some information from the Treasurer as to
why this ullusual procedure is adopted. It
was a great mistake to have announced
throughout the length and breadth of the
coimtry that the Treasurer had this great
surplus. During the past few days members
have been rushed in different directions by
those who have been the most enthusiastic
reformers, and who are 110W saying-" Is it not
possible for us to get a finger in this pie? "
rrhis is not the condition of affairs that we
anticipated in this reformed .i">arliament. I
shall ask the Treasurer to give a fuller
explanation with regard to clause 3, for
on the face of it. it seems to require
further explanation.
I have not complained of any of the attacks made on
me by honorable members on the Government side of the Honse, nor by the press
during the course of the elections. N ow we
have it on the word of the Treasurer recorded
in a measure that is to be placed on the
statute· book, that all the statements with
regard to Peacock when Treasurer were
incorrect. I see some honorable members on
the Government side of the House who were
good enough to send me clippings of their remarks delivered in far-off country places.
Several electors were given the impression
that the Peacock Government was a most
extravagant Government, and had a deficit
of £900,000. But now we see it recorded in
black arid white by the present Government,
for in clause 3 the Treasurer certifies that
the deficit of the vear for which I was responsible-I told my constituents I was
resp<;msible for the expenditure of 11-12ths
of the year, and was prepared to take the
reRponsibility for the twelve months -was
£294,000. So that tile statement that the
Peacock Government wa'3 responsible for a
deficit of £900,000 is absolutely exploded.
Mr. W ATT.-The honorable member who
has just spoken complains of the reluctance
of members on the :Ministerial side of the
House to discuss this mea'3ure. Speaking
fo'r myself, as one of the members of the
corner\ving of the Government party, I feel
that this reluctance is only natural. We are
so pleased with the promptitude of the
Government in declaring a dividend, that we
think the precedent established is worthy of
silent support, and that is the most effective
support we find in Parliament. Some complaints are made that the Government is too
sudden, and that we should wait for the
U
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official and formal bahLl1ce sheet, supported
by the Auditor-General. Surely wo do not
want to wait so long as that. .As th,e honorable member for Allandale has stated, the
accounts run on for adj ustment until the
31 st August.
If we follow the advice
of the honorable member for Prahran, and
wait for information as. to the prospects of the current financial year, we
will be waiting till November or December.
If the Treasurer is to be believed, as we know
he is, the amounts will not be adjusted until
after 31st August.
:Mr. MACKINNoN.-W-e have the Treasurer
resp<i>nsible for a certain expenditure and a
certain revenue.
Mr. ,V AT;r.-The point is, do we think
there is #-516,000 available as a surplus from
last year' ? If we believe the Treasurer and
his officers' certificates at date, then I think
we will pass the money. According to the
Premier's statemeut last week, there was
£549,000 visible at date. If that· be tl ne,
and as we know the Under-Treasurer to be
a reasonable and capable officer, why not distribute that sum? That is what some honorable members complain of-that we ~re not
distributing the whole of the snrplns, but are
leaving £33,000 to effect adjustments that
will take place in July and August. The
only question is, if we are not to vote this
money now, when shall we vote it? Because
the lea.der of the Opposition-I take it that
the gentlemen sitting on the direct Opposition benches are the direct Opposition, though
there has been no formal announcement to
the House, and it has only been stated
through the press-the leader of the Opposition said that this Government had done
nothing to s~op the drift of the popnlatiol1;
that it was retrenching, and cutting down,
and cheese paring; but that neither this
Government nor their predecessors had done
anything so far to give work, to provide employment, and to administer to the progress
and plenty of the people of Victoria. Now,
the Government comes down with this as its
earliest measure, proposing
to spend
£516,000 all over the eountry.
. Several HO~ORABLE ME::\IBlms.-No.
Mr. W ATrr.-'With no regard, apparently,
whether the constituencies in which the
money is spent are represented on this (the
Ministerial) side of the House, or on the
other side. It appears to me to be a most
wise and discriminating expenditure of
money.
Mr. BAILES.-But even the hub of the
Victorian universe has not a penny.
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Mr. vV.ATT.-I know my constituency is
without allY money.
:Mr. BAILES.-You have that tramway.
~1 r.
ATT. -·Pri va te enterprise is going
to do the whole of that work. It appears to
me that if we take notice of the advice oithe
leader of the Opposition then we must put
011 fresh taxation, or raise money by borrowing abroad. I think the question of borrowing bas received the attention of most
parties in the House and the country, and
most parties are of opinion that we should
try now and live within our own resources if
possible. As to further taxation, I doubt if
any honorable member means to put extra
taxation on the shoulders of the people.
vVhat some of us desire is that there should
be a change in the incidence of taxa.ticn in
order to afford relief, and extra taxpayers
brought in by other prop0sals. But these
are not in the realm of practical politics
while the existing Government holds the
Treasury bench. In regard to the Trust
Fuuds, referred to by the honorable mem ber
for Prahran, I was a member of the House
when the Hon. Sir George Turner
brought down his proposal for the Trusts
Funds measure at that time. The oldest
members of the House drew his attention to the impropriety and fHtility of tying
future Treasurers tightly as to the disbursement of their surplus. Tbe late Mr. Gillies,
who had a long record as a financier in
pnblic affairs, stated that succeeding Parliaments would promptly be called upon to
decide what should be done with the surplus,
notwithstanding what the then Parliament
was doing in the matter of legislation. Our
experience has shown the tru th of t his. The
very next session, if 1 am not mistaken, Sir
George Turner brought down a proposal by
which a portion of the surplus of t~at year
was to be devoted to the purpose of that
measure and a portion to public expenditure.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-That was two
years after.
Mr. "'-ATT.-I think I am not mistaken.
I believe it was the very next session, and I
am confirmed in that by the honorable member for Harwon. But the point is that when
Sir George Turner brought this measure
down he did nQt want it to be a hard-andfast cast-iron resolution binding future Treasurers and Assemblies; bnt what he did
want was that, when a surplus was known
and declared, before it could be appropriated
i1t votes for public works, the Treasurer
would have to go to Parliament for expre~s
auth(.lrity. That was the object he had in
placing that very desirable measure Gn the
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statute-book-very desirable, if you realize
that the Treasurer can only do what the
Treasurer is doing to-day.

He comes along

and asks Parliament to permit him to divert
this money, which is only done by the voice
of the people's representnti Yes.
Sir ALKXANDER PEAcocK.-The honorable
member is wrong. If it were not for an
anticipating measure t~le money would go to
the Trust Funds.
.
l\1r. WATT. - I take leave to differ from
the honorable member. If that was so, then
the Trust Funds Act would not have been
llecessary.
Sir ALEXANDKH. PEACOCK. - The ~rrust
Funds Act makes that provision.
Mr. WATT.-Precisely. SirGeorgeTurner
clearly laid down in that Act that the money
would go into the depleted Trust Funds unless
Parliament took action, and be said that in
future, iftheTreasurerdesired to take a portion
of the surplus he would have to ask for express
exemption from that Act. That is what the
Government are doing now. The whole question appears to be one as to the wisdom of
the expenditure. Are the items in the
schedules necessary?
An HONORABLE J\1E~IBER. - Did you ever
know Parliament object to expenditure, if
it is such as this?
Mr. vV ATT.-Honorable members do not
like to object to expenditure in their own
constituencies, but I think enollgh of the
corporate honour of Parliament to know that
if there was an attempt to pursue a career of
extravagance at the present time honorable
members would object. I do not mean to
say that every honorable member may ap·
prove of every item in the schedule. Some
items I object to myself, and I want further
explanation as to their inclusion in the Bill ;
but the Government seem to be following
the spirit of the Trust Funds Act in coming
to Parliament and asking for power to disperse the surplus in this particular manner.
:1\11'. GAUNSON.-I think, Mr. Speaker,
that the Premier is entitled to a great deal
of consideration when we remember, at the
last election, the meteoric appearances of the
honor;:l.ble gentleman at Fitzroy, Albert Park,
and other electorates, where he stood confronting a flood. Have you heard. sir, of Horatius
Cocles defending the bridge? Macaulay
speaks of it in his J.ays of Ancient Rome.
I have seen the Premier defending the
Treasury against all his supporters. I think
he is entitled to the greatest consideraticw·
They would be ready to eat him if this
amount \vere not distributed. There is no
doubt about that.
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Sir ALEXANDER PJllACOCK.-Some of them
would.
Mr. GA UNSON.-In America they call
this sort of thing boodle. Th8Y call it real
old Yorkshire boodle. There is no boodle
here' for me. Why am I left out in the
cold? I d.) not pretend to be a bit better
than other hunorable members.
I am
compounded very much like they are, and if
I find, as I believe is the fact, that
a great deal of this surplns is made up
by savings of amonnts that Parliament voted
last year in the Appropriation Act-certain
payments to those pvor devils of the Civil
Service which they have not got-I say the
very leaRt they can do. with their enormous
majority, is to be just before they are generous.
Pay your debts; pay the public officers the
increments they are entitled to, and do not
let us have fish made of one and fowl of
another. The whole trouble I have had since
I was elected a member is in connexion
with the money that public officers have
been deprived of, and which the law, I be'lieve, gave them. It was voted by this
House. ,"Vhat more Jaw do you want? I
am told that, although there is a law of this
House giving money, something has tp be
waited fnr. It has to be recommended by
the permanent head of the Department, and
then by the Public Service Commissioner.
It seems to me that that is reversing the
whole order of things. These moneys should
never be voted unless they can be inst.antly
paid. Do not let us delude these people by
telling them that they are entitled to
these payments, and leading them to
make arrangements accordingly, and then
not giving the money. I cannot for one
moment blame honorable members who
wish some of the half-a-million surplus.
I am ashamed of their modesty. This Bill
might truly be described as a Bill to still
further tighten the ties of allegiance on the
part of the 38 members who support the
Government. There is no doubt abont it.
There is not one man in the Assembly who
would deny that to be right. I am not objecting to this Bill. My honorable friends
on this (the Opposition) side und.erstand that.
Did you ever know such a real, effective en~
gineer as the Premier ~ He can run rings
around 'you . Were it not for the Premier,
the Ministry would" go bnng." Everyone
knows that. We know him right well, that
he is a good-hearted fellow and a first-class
man-like Fuzzy W uzzy, a first-class fighting
man, no mistake about it. I say, if you only
give my particular chickens the wherewithal
to enable them to roost properly, and pay
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what they are honestly entitled to, I aill
qui te prepared to su pport some of the items
in this Bill-some of them. But I think I
should want to know something about the
Railway Department. I should like a little
tete-cl-tete-yes, a tete·ct-tete-with the Chief
Commissioner, who has been brought all
the way from Canada, at. an alarming
sacrifice. 'When the Premier was reading
out to-night thll,t there were poor fellows
getting 7s. 9d. a day, I thought of the
poor Chairman of the Rail ways Com·
missioners only getting £12 or £13 a day.
I thought, "What a horrible infamy." He
should have £300 01' £400 a day as the only
man who is able to make the railways pay.
J say to. the Premier and his supporters" Keep a sharp eye, indeed, upon the Railway
Department.." 1t is badly wanted, and it
will be worse wanted before a few months
later.
Mr. DOWN"" ARD.-As one of the
members whose constituency does not participate in this surplus, except to the extent
of a few hundreds of pounds, I consider that
the allocation of this snrplus is eminently
satisfactory, as coming from a reform
Government, supported by a party favorable
to financial reform. I think it shows that
we were in earnest in our desire to reduce
the indebtedness of the State.
'We are
allocating £150,000 of this sum towards
repaying our borrowings of last year. There
might be some justification f0r increasing
the amount as suggested by the honorable
member for Prahran and the honorable' member for Allandale if it was
not a fact that, in consequence of
the depression and of the shortness
of funds for several years, there are a
number of very urgent works, such as State
schools, which are deteriorating for want of
paint and other public works, that are really
absolutely urgent. We have also to consider
that the wage earners in this State have had
but a small opportunity for some time of
earning any money on public works. also in
conseq uence of the ~hortness of funds. 'faking into consideration all these circun:stallces
-the urgency of the work, the desirableness
of giving employment to a number of nlen,
who, through the financial stress. have not
had the opportunity of this employmentand as a substantial snm has been set apart
as an earnesL of our determination to use a
portion of our surpluses in reduction of
liabilities incurred during years of financial
deficits-all these circumstances justify the
assertions we have· made that we are in
earnest in conuexion with financial reform.
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I have looked very carefully down the list of
works, and although there is nothing of any
consequence. in relation to my electora.te,
they all seem very necessary and very urgent
works.
There are reasonable prospects
of another good season and another good
harVest, alld therefore there is in this
respect justification for allocating the large
sum which has been put down in this
schedule for carrying ont these works. I
I think the
approve of the schedule.
£150,000 that is being set apart in reduction
fjf our indebtedness is a good and substantial
reduction. It is a fair proportion, and it
may be increased from nny further surplus
which may be disclosed as time goes on. It
is quite probable that later on we shall find
that the surplus may be a few thousand
pounds less than what is anticipated, but I
think we can rely on the ~tatement of the
Under-Treasl1l'er that practically this slim is
available. It will not be very far out-·not
more than, perhaps, a few thousand pounds
either way. Considering the urgency of the
proposed 3xpenditure, I think we are perfectly justified in adopting the proposals of
the Treasurer, in limiting t.he sum for the
reduction of the floating debt to £150,000,
and devoting the balance to these public
works.
Mr. P.REN DERG AST.-I desire to say a
few words on this question, While I agree
that it would be wiser in connexion with
finance that we should have the full financial ~tatement befure dealing with portions
of the finances, still to· day the circumstances
are exceptional. There is no doubt about that.
But YOIl sbould nJt, in my opinion, do justice
by committing a crime, and this is nothing
short of a crime in connexion with this
matter, because we are not in a position to
kn(i)w what surplns we have. We do not
doubt the Premier, but the Premier is not in
a· better position than ourselves ill respect to
information. He has to take his officers'
word in connexion with the subject. We, in
this Honse, are not satisfied that the snrplus
exists, and this is the place that should be
satisfied. If the Puulic Accounts Committee
exists for anything at all it seems to me that
it exists for this special pnrpose.
Before
this matter was dealt with by the House
the Public Accuunts Committee, which
was formed a day before the other COlUmittee, to enable it to get to '~ork, should
have been asked to examine the aecounts in
connexioll with this question.
The Committee has been formed mainly to deal with
Trust' Accounts, to find exactly how the
money in the Trust Accounts stands, and how
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the State has been dealing with these accounts. Surely, if the Committee is caned together for the purpose of transferring certain
amounts from the Trust Accounts to other
Government accounts, it should have
been asked to examine the papers in
order to aid this Honse in coming to a
decision. There is a sum of money," the
unexpended portions of the amo~lIlts appropriated by the Surplus Revenue Act 1899 i()r
the Defence, Customs, and Postal Departments," made available by this Act. 'Where
are these items at present, and were they put
down as part of the deficit of last year or the
year before ~ 'rhese items are falling back
into revenue, and we are now taking them ont
of revenue. 'Were they provided for in the
year previous to the deficit?
Mr. MACJ{EY.--It is a special appropriation by special Act of Parliament.
~rr. PRENDERGAST.-Last year, \"hen
the then Premier, Mr. Irvino, introduced H
Bill to consolidate all theRe Acts in connexion
wit.h the Trust Funds, and bring them
up to date, it was recognised by all that these
amoun ts should fall back, and nothing more
was said about them. Let me point out that
in clause 3 of the Bill, we find a statement th'1t
"The Auditor-General having certified ill his
report to Parliament that the accouuts of the
financial year 1901-2 showed a deficiency
in the Consolidated Revenue Account of
£294,002 Is. 2d. the Trllstees under the Trust
Funds Act U:s97 may advance to the Treasurer
the said amount to make good the shortage in
the said account." Have we any guarantee,
in connexioll with the Public Accounts Committee, that this i::; a legitimate item, and
that the money is being paid? We have no
enlightenment at all. 'Ve have an apologist
in the corner for the Government. Tha.t is
a most remarkable pla.ce for an apology for
the Government on financial matters to come
from.
Mr- MURRAY.-Did not the attack come
from the other corner?
:'\1r. PRENDEI<GAST.-Do you set up
your corner to answer the other corner?
.Mr. MURRI\ y.-Of course we do.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Tt is a most
extraordinary thing. On a.ll financial matters
th~ Treasurer should be most ready and
willing to afford the utmost p'>ssible information, and so far we have had an unauthorized
and unQffic~1 ::;tatement.
11r. \VATl'.-'rhe other side asked for some
speeches.
:Jir. PHEXDERGAST.-I wish to accord
to the Treasurer my sympathy on his not
baving yet fully recovered from his illness.
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It is, however, the plain dllty of the Government in all matters relating to finance to
vouchsafe the fullest information to the
House. vVe have the 'rrust Funds, and
surely if there has been any troublB in thlS
country it has been i~l connexion with
accumulating deficits, and in the spending
of surpluses. There is only one othel' item
I wish to refer to. The Treasllrer has not
fonowed the ad vice given to him last night,
and placed an item in this Bill for the
Reform League.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK -fs it possible
to find the league ~
Mr. PRENDERGAST. -They evidently
made a loud bid for somethin~, and
they preferred that the Reform League
should get the money rather than it
should b~ devoted to educatioll. The
chairman ot that league is the gentleman
. who cheered the Heform League and
"downed" the University. I suppose that
was an unofficial statement also. The gentleman who made those extraordinary statements last night was closeted with the Government during the w hole of the election
period to assist in the selection of candidates
all the Ministerial side.
Mr. BENT.·--vVhy, I praised YOll sky high.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The honorable
gentleman does wise things occasionally, but
that particular one is not reported. The
other one is. I want from the Treasurer a
clear statement as to the position of the
Trust Fnnds, and where this surplus comes
from, and the :tems constituting it. That is
a reasonable reqnest, and the matter should
have been inquired into by the Public Accounts Committee before this. In cOllnexion
with these matters there has been a suspicion
-it may llOt be grounded in reality, but it
exists-that immediately after the general
election all the promises made by the Government during the contest. are being carried
out in this Biil. If it was necessary to refer
varions rail way proposals to the Rail ways
Standing Committee in Qrder to prevent the
construction of political rail ways, surely there
was necessit.y for some inquiry by a committee in order to see whether a number
of these items of expenditure are really
required in the interests of the community.
Take one item alone. A deputation waited
on the Premier with reference to a shelter
shed at Ferntree Gully. According to the
newspaper report, they were lucky to escape
from the room with their clothes. They
were met with invective from the Premier,
in the first place, and he then purs~ed them
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to the door, declaring that he would not vote speech on the Trust Funds Bill. I teok the
any money; yet we tind an item of £800 in trouble to look it up, and I found that the
this schedule for that very purpose.
honorable member for Allandale was absoMr. KEAST.-It is badly wanted, too.
lutely right, and that the honorable member.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-All I can say is for Esscndon is wrong. In his speech ill
that the Treasurer seems to have given these ~~oving ~he second reading, Sir George
people very much more than they. expected.
I urner saldMr. KEAST.-'Ve expected £2,500. I gave
Then we come to a provision which r have endeayoured to make mandatory on the Treasurer,
no promise to my electors at all about it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-When the Pre- who is required year by year to reduce the deficit
mier saw the deputation, it was quite clear until it is ultimately paid off.
that he did not think it necessary to spend Then he proceeds to read the clause, and he
any 'of this money at Ferntree Gully. I addsThis is the mode by which we have endeavoured
will not go so far as to say that this item
to make it compulsory on the Treasurer to graduhas been included by the Governnment to ally
year by year reduce this deficit until the
placate a supporter.
sovereigns which have been ta,ken out of the Trust
Mr. KEAs'r.-It was not necessary.
Funds have been replaced.
Mr. PRENDERGAsrr.-The honorable Later on Mr. Hume Cook, I take it to be,
member very frequently votes on this side. interjectedHowever, what we want principally is a
r understand that you intend to devote the
statement of the kind suggested by the surplus to diminishing the deficit until you have
honorable member for Prahran in connexion wiped out the whole?
with the Trust Acconnt, so that we may see To that Sir George 'l'urner replied "U nexactly where we stand. Under this Bill dOllbtedly." I think lIa'flsard may be relied
it is proposed to spend £366,000. Several upon as tolerably correct, and therefore it
seems to me that the honorable member's
of these items have been spent already.
recollection of what ~ir George Turner said
Mr. BENT.-Where?
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - The contribu- is somewhat hazy.
Mr. ,"VATT.-YOU have not read far
tion to the fever and other hospitals, for
instance. That amount has been handed over, enough.
}Olr. KEOGH.-Our late Treasurer, ~1L'.
I believe.
Shiels, stated on one oecasion that a strange
Mr. BENT.-K o.
Mr PRENDERGAST.--The honorable obsession had overtaken Sir George Turner
gentleman is not in a position to either affirm in connexion with the Trust .Fnnd~ Act, and
that be was the very first to break its proor deny that.
We now tind that. the present
Mr. BENT.-Yes, I am j I have it in visions.
rrreasurer i~ placed ill a rather strange prewriting from Dr. Gresswell.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Then, in con- dicament. He finds himself in possession of
nexion with the amount to be expended for a surplus, and he has the sarne Act of Parhospitals, it seems extraordinary to take this liarrlent to face, but in the meantime the con,"Ve have a large
out of its turn. All the items of that ditions have changed.
character should be dealt with together on the immber of unemployed both in the country
Estimates. I hope some explanation will be and in the town, and business is uncommonly
given of the reason for including these items bad. Under thes'e circumstallces, I think
now. There are a number of other items that in the interests of the country generally
which cannot be legitimately dealt with it will be a good thing for the Government ,to
before we deal with the Budget pro- have some money to spend as soon as posposals. There may he exceptional times sible.
Mr. l\luBRA Y.- We have had the muzzle
when we may think it right to consider these matters out of the regular on long ellollgh.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK (to Mr. Keogh).
order, when we would not do so under
ordinary circumstances, but that should not -'Vhat about the vote for 'rambo-road 1
Mr. KEOGH.-'I'ambo-road is not in my
interfere with our right to claim the fullest
It has been often said that
information from the Government as to the constituency.
every man has his price.
position of the Trust Funds.
~lr. PUENDERGAS'r.- Yes, on the GovernMr. BAILE8.-The honorable member
for Essendon contradicted the honorable ment side.
Mr. KEOGH.-The Treasurer proposes
member for Allandale as to the object. of this
Bill, and made some reference to what Sir to pay back £150,000 to the Trnst Funds.
George rrurner said in his secon4-reading The honorable member for Prahran objects
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al together to what the Treasnrer is doing,
but he is quite willing to consent to it if the
amount repaid to the Trust Funds is increased to £250,000. It is only a question
of degree. If that amount is increased the
honorable member will be politically as dishonest as you like. I say that as trade is so
bad, as we have so many unemployed, and as
it is the dept~ of winter, the best thing we
can do is to get some money spent as soon as
possible now that the money is available.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens). - I
think it is extremely gratifying to the
Honse, and I am snre it is gratifying to the
country, that there are at least some honorable members who are prepared to consider a
matter of such great importance as the
matter involved in this Bill. I thiuk the
practice that has obtained for some considerable time of just receiving a Bill of this kind,
which deals with 110 less a snm than half-amillion of mouey, and passing it "on the
nod," is not what the country expects I
certaiuly think we are not dOing our duty to
our constituents, or to the country as a
whole, if we simply receiv~ a Bill of the importance of this one and pass it in silence.
As was pointed out by the honorable member for Prahran, the measure involves some
very important issues. There is the question
whether or not we are going to contin ne the
practice which prevailed of simply rendering
nugat.orya measure which was passed with
the specific object of compelling the
Treasurer, whenever he had some surplus,
to pay back to the Trust Funds the whole of
that surplus-not a part, but the whole of it.
It is highly desirable that the country
should know the exact words of the particular section in the Trust Funds Act, No.
1531. The words are as follows : As soon as the Commissioners of Audit have
furnished their .annnal report showing the excess of
receipts on aceount of revenue over expenditure for
the yea.r ending on the 30th day of June then last
past, the Treasurer shall, out of the moneys under
his control, other than moneys received on ~~ccount
of the Trust Ji'und or loan moneys, pay to the
trustees the amount of such excess towards payment of the amount for which the Treasurer iii! by
this Act authorized to issue bonds until the full
amount thereof has been duly paid.

The lal1g11Rge of that particular section appeal's to me to be perfectly clear and distinct..
There 18 no doubt of its meaning or intention.
Then I would like to draw the attention of
honorable members to the fact that some time
lat~r, when AIr Shiels, who was the Treasurer
in the McLean Governmellt, brought down a
Surplus Hevenue Bill for the purpose of dis-
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posing of the surplus at that time, he said
(Hansard, vol. 95, p. 1604):N ow, the intention of that (the Trust Funds)
Act was I think a two· fold one. One was the de-

clared intention of the late Government to see in
future, when a Treasurer was face to face with the
probability of a defiC'it, that instead of relying upon
the trust 1unds to meet any deficiency in the annual
account, he should be forced by the operation of
that Act to come to Parliament and get the necessary powers, either by the imposition of additional
taxation or by borrowing, to bring out a surplus on
each yeHr's account. The second object was that
all surpluses on annual account should go in diminution of the debt which we had contracted iIi past
years by borrowinl6s from the trust tunds.

I think we will give Mr. Shiels the credit of
.being a financier of some eminence in this
State-of being, at all events, a gentleman
who ~ave close and eareful attention to
matters of this kind. Mr. Shiels went on to
sayIt would appear to me, being in general
. sympathy with the Act, that it would be only
the special and imperious e~igencies of the
finances of the year that would justify the
Government in coming down and asking the
House to, under any particular set of circumstances, suspend its operation.

Now, I would like to ask, are there any
"special and imperious exigencies" this
year?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.- Yes, there was
a gelleral election a short time ago.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens}.-I take
it that with the prospect before us we
have reasonable grounds to believe that we
will enjoy, as we enjoyed last year, a very
bountiful harvest indeed, and if we do we
shall have again very high receipts from the
railways. The farmers who have been indebted to banks and uther fillarwial institutions, have been able to clear oft· a large part
of their indebtedness, and next year there
should be a much larger amount of money
in circulation.
Therefore, I do not think
that there are any "special or imperious
exigencies" which should make it necessary
for the Government to come down with a
measure of this kind.
In connexiCHl with
expenditure on public works I am here to
say-I said it at all my election meetingsthat I am strongly in favour of the adoption
by the Government of a bold and vigorous
policy of public works.
I have said, and I
feely strongly on the point, that one of the
very first things that are likely to restore this
State to a condition of prosperity, or to assist
in that direction, is for the Government to
take the lead in the expenditure of money
upon a broad and enlightened public works
policy; but that policy, sir, must 110\; be of
a spasmodic, fiash-ill-the-pan, squib-like order.
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We want a public works policy promoted on
the same lines as the public works policy
of New Zealand. 'Ve do not want a pulicy
that would resemble the aloe, which flowers
once in twenty years and then dies. We
want one of the perennial order, and I say
the Government should be able to lay before
us a policy which would enable it to spend
half-a-million of money not f€)r one year only
but every year. Suppose we agree to the
:schedule of works in this Bill, are those the
ollly works that are going to be constructed
this year, or are we going to have votes on
the Estimates to mal, e provision for other
works 1 Are we to have any regl:tlar policy
of expenditure ~
.Mr. KEAST.-Suppose you have a deficit,
how can you do that ~
l\1r. A. A. HILLSON (Ovens).-There is
an Act of· Parliament that deals with the
matter. The Government would then have
to come down and borrow money from the
'rrnst Funds. I do not doubt the Treasurer's
statement that there is a surplus, but I certainly think that the lines placed before us
by the honorable member for Prahran are
the lines which we ought to follow if we
desire to act honestly before our constituents
and before the country. With respect t6
the various items included in the schedule I
may have something to say when they come
up for conRideration, buton the general question I desire to support the contention which
was put forward to-night by the honorable
member for Prahran. I am glad that we on
this (the Opposition) side of the House have,
at least, been able to draw one or two
speeches fr0m honorable members on the
Ministerial side, even if they only sit in the
corner.

Sir ~Al\1UEL GILLOTT.-I think the
honorable member for Ovens has afforded
very cogent reasons alld ample j ustification for the course which the Government
propose to take in this Bill. 1\'ue it is that
if 110 Bill of this kind were introdllced, and
the Treasurer had a surplus, he would be
obliged to pay over that Btl rpl us to tho Trust
Funds. The result would be automatic. But
what is the difference, may. I ask, between
paying off £150,OJO of the ~tate liabilities to
its creditors, that debt bearing iuterest, and
paying back £150,000 to the Trust Funds?
With all dBe respect to what was said by Sir
George Turner in introducing the Trust
:Funds Act, it was never intended to bindnor, if intended, could it have the effect of
binding-all future Parliaments. That is
the whole point. I do not care what an Act
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declares or states, it is very well for the time
being, but you cannot bind future Parliaments.
Mr. GAuNso~.-Then you are repealing
that Act now.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Therefore, we
say now, the conditions being entirely different from what they were last year, when
Mr. Irvine very wisely carried forward the
surplus of the preceding year to meet the
exigeneies of the following year-Sir Ar,ExANDER PEACOCK.- Where is the
difference?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The conditions are altogether different. The circumstances of the State last year were very bad.
The drought had not been broken up, and it
was absolutely necessary that we should
have money. But now take the view of the
honorable member for Ovens. He says,
first-and I entirely agree-that everything
points to prosperity. We have had splendid
rains, we have wool going up lu ]Jer cent.
this week-Sir· ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-Then you are
going in for a boom policy?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I say I agree
[hat we may rea~onably anticipate that we
shall have just as splendid a revenue from
our railways this coming year as we have
had in the year just closed, and, if that be so,
then I say, why should we hesitate for a
single moment in the expenditure of this
money? According to the views of the
honorable member for Prahran we ought to
wait some· months before we spend this
money. In other words, we ought not to
spend it in the Iniddle of wintEr, when there
are a number of unemployed seeking work,
but we ought to spend it at a time when
there will be plenty of employment, and
when the agriculturist will be unable to get
all the labour he wants. I say thai if we
have the money to spend on pu blic works we
ought, if possible, to spend it durillg the
winter months, when employment is most
needed. I therefore corn mend the Premier
for his action in connexion with this Bill. I
am not her8 to defend every item in the
schedule; that is for the House; but still
here is a sl1m of £366,000 which can be
applied to public works, and I say that this is
the proper time to spend it.
Mr. LEVIEN.-vVhen the Trust Funds
Act 1897 was passed. Parliament cOlltemplated nothing further than to tie the hands
of the Treasurer, alld then only to this extent,
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that he should no longer have the power
to dip his hands into the Trust Funds to any
amount he liked.
That Act required the
Treasurer to ask the authority of Parliament
before trenching upon the Trust Funds. It
was never contemplated, so far as 1 know,
that the whole of the surpluses should be
paid back permanently. All the Act provided was that the money must be paid back
unless it is otherwise provided by Parliament
itself. Now, it has been suggested from the
other (the Opposition) side of the House that
the expenditure now proposed-and it is
certainly very considerable-is really election
expenditure-that it was necessary to bring
in this Bill, and to appropriate this money
in order to satisfy the constituencies of certain
Members of Parliament. But surely those
honorable members who say that cannot
have looked for a moment at the various
items in the schedule. For instance, here
are two items-the Flinders-street station,
£60,000; and the \Valhalla Railway, £40.000.
Surely those are not items that can be put
in that category 1 Parliament deliberately
passed an Act which authorized the construction of the \Valhalla line, and surely it
is the duty of the House to undertake its
constructio;l as soon as the finances will
enable it to do so.
Mr. TouTcHER.-·Whether the line will pay
or not 1
Mr. LEVIEN.-That should have been
considered at the time the Act was passed.
If it is intended that that Act should not be
carried out, then it shuuld be repealed. I
am not prepared to discuss now whether this
is the proper moment to commence that work.
My own belief is that these rail ways should
not be comnaenced until there is a reasonable
prospect of completing them, because otherwise the mouey remains for a long time nonproductive; but there is no reason that I
know of why we should not complete the expenditnre on the Flinders-street station.
I
objected to the earlier votes for that work
because the expenditure could not be reproductive until the work was finished. There
are many other items to which no valid ohjection c[.n be ta ken. For instance, there is
an item of £10,000 for thE; construction of
rail \Yay engines. That is work of a national
character, and money that must be expended.
The honorable member for Ovens ad vocates what he calls a hold and vigorous
public works policy, yet at the same time he
declares that the present propof'lals are prematnre, and that the Treasurer should wait
until he knows exactly what the surplus is.

Bitt.

For my own part, I have no doubt whatever
that the surplus as estimated by the Treasurer
is not aver-stated, but that, if anything,.
it will be found to be under-sta.ted.
That is my opinion. It is impossible to.
exactly estimate the cost of the works constructed between June and August, because
no man can tell the precise amouut a contractor will earn in that period. 1t i::; ex·
ceedingly wise to launch these works, and
set about them at once. Every honorable
member must know that trade, particularly
amongst the working classes employed by
builders and contractors, is extremely dull,
and it is, therefore, very desirable that the
works provided for in the schedule to this.
Bill should be pushed on without a moment's
delay. I hope that honorable members will
not debate the measure unduly, although in
Committee· it will be well to consider whether
some of the items should be omitted and
other items substituted. The carrying out
of these works will give employment to
thousands of people, and the circulation of'
this very large snm of money will be the best
possible means of providing a full revenue
for next year. I hail with satisfaction the
principle of this Bill, and it certainly
astonishes me to find honorable members in'
opposition objecting to these works, when
they ought to see the propriety and wisdom
of carrying them out immediately. I will
urge honorable mem~ers to help the Government to pass the measure forthwith.
Mr. TouTcHER.-Spoils to the victors.
Mr. LEVIEN.-No; most of these works
are quite within the category of public works
that ought to be carried ont in the interests
of the public, and not in the interests of any
constituency in particnlar.
Look anywhere
in the schedule. and you will find that is so.
1"01' example, take the item -" Painting and
repairipg State schools." Honorahle members are not going to suppose that State
schools in the districts of Ministerial supporters are to be painted, and State schools
in the districts of memhers of the Opposition
are not. This is an exceptional time. Painting and repairs tu ~tate Schools a.nd other
public buildIngs have unfortunately been delayed, because o'f the stress of OLlr finallces,
but as we have just had a very suceessful
year, and there is money a.vailable for those
purposes, it would be very wrong to delay a
reasonable amouut of expenditure in that
direction.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Glenelg)_ - I
have not risen to criticise the schedule in
any way, but I would like a little explana-
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tion of the Treasurer's remark with reference
to some unexpended money, which increased
the total of last year's surplns.
~,1 r. BENT. - No, I did not bring that
money into last year's surplus.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Glenelg). - I
merely want ill formation. There was a sum
of over £ 12,000 of the agricultural grants
unexpended.

1904.J

Bill.

183

of our creditors, ought to be transferred to
the Trust FUllds. This Rill embodies the
principle and policy of "to the victors belong
the spoils," and it is a most improper and
unconstitutional attitude for the leader of
the Government to assume. The Premier
went to several constituencies where Government candidates were standing, and made
promises of largess right throughout the
State, a very improper and unconstitutional
:;yr.r. B~:NT. - The money I alluded to was procedure, which \V(ould have been resented
£5,U()0 for switchboards for telephone ex- by the British Parliament, which is the
changes, and sums for other works, all taken mother of all the Parliaments in British
oyer by the Federal Government.
countries. That conduct of the honorable
:Mr. EvVEN CAMERON (Glenelg).-Then gentleman was unjustifiable from beginning
This Bill is intended to carry
those agricultnral grants are not in any way to end.
out the promises that were given by the
appropriated yet ~
Premier in order that Government candi~lr. BENT.-XO.
dates might be returned at the general
1fr. TOUrrCHER-As one not included election.
in the famous reform party. I must express
An HONORABLE MK:\1BER.-N"O.
my surprise at hearing the arguments adMr. TOUTCHER.-I hope that the
vanced by the alleged reformers .concel'lling
the strong and solid arguments that were honorable member for Prahran, who took up
put forward by the honorable member for a proper attitude against spoils to the
Prahran in trying to guard the finances of victors, and against this distributi(i)n of
the State, and see that the 'I'rust Fnnds are largess, will have the conrage of his conkept up to the standard at which all honest victions and divide the Honse on the second
administrators of the affairs of this countrv reading of the Bill in order to show that,
ought to see them placed. It is a well-know~l although there may be a few pounds spent
fact that those Trust Funds are the funds of in a member's constituency, the Act of
our creditors, and it is not right for ns to Parliament 'which was placed on the statutegam ble 011 the resources of our country book bv the most careful rrreasurer who
because there is an alleged surplus, when ever alministered the public funds of this
there is nothing here to-day, not eyell a state- country ought to be carried Ollt in the
ment from the Under-Treasurer, t~ show us manner in which the people of Victoria
'that there is such a surplus in reality, expect it to be carried out.
but only the ipse dixit of the present
Mr. vV NL'T.·-Don't you want any public
Treasurer that we have a surplns of oyer
works
at all ~
£500,000. 'Ve have nothing in proof of
that statement beyond the mere assertion of
Mr. TOUTCHER.-There is a proper time
the ~rreasurer; alld to pass proposals for the
for authorizing public works, and that is
expenditure of such a large amount of money
when we have something before the Honse
on the assumption that there is a surplus of
in a legitimate form.
I have 110 hesitation
over £500.00U is taking a leap in the dark,
in saying that the amount placed in the
contrary to the views expressed by the
schedule for the vValhalla Hailway is an
people who want to see real reform carried
amount no Government could justify.
out. As some justification for proposing
this schedule of works, the Treasurer stated
Mr. HARRIS.- You know very well you
that Sir George Turner himself made an ill- are not justified in making that remark.
road on a surplus he once had; but the times
Mr. TOUTCHER.-A rail way was passed
then were altogether different from what
they are now. In those days there was a for Pitfield, bnt no Government at this time
pall hunging over the country, and Victorin. of day would think of carrying it ont, simply
was not in the position it is in to·day. We ~ecause Pitfield has practically gOlle to the
And vr alhalla is virtually in the
should first meet our creditors before we dogs.
proceed, 1 was going to say, to steal the same position. The farmers in the Walhalla
-funds which do not belong to this House, but district do not want that railway, because
which, according to an Act of Parliament, they know very well that they will have
placed 011 the statute·bo(i)k for the protection to pay the piper if it is constructed.
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One honorable member who is Suppo!'ting
the Government and barracking for this
railway, does no.t care whether it pays or not.
It is a scandal.
We have had enough of
these non-paying railway lines. The Premier
went to that constituency and said he was
not going to promise anything, but before he
came away he promised them this little railway, and this Bill shows that the Premier
intends his promise to be carried out.
Mr. HARRIS.-I rise to a point of o.rder.
The honorable member for Stawell and
Ararat said the Premier and 'rreasurer went
into my electorate at the time of the general
eleetion, and promised my constituents a
railway. The hon8rable gentleman did not
do anythillg of the sort.
When he was in
the district he promised no railway, but
months before the election took place he
wrote a communication to me which I sent
to the rail way trnst, and in that communication he stated that as soon as funds were
ava.ilable tbe line would be proceeded with.
And he kept his word, as be al ways does.
Mr. TOUTCHER. - After that iittle
speech of the honorable member for Walhalla, I do not know tbat I need say any
more; but I do feel surprised that those
gentlemen who were such consistent reformers
and economizers at the expense of the unfortunate small wage-earners of this country,
should now be advocating a policy of this
character.
Mr. :MURRAY.-To help the small wageearners.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-"\Ve have had inroads
made on the Trust Funds, 011 the Railways
Accident Funds, and on many other funds,
and there is no proposal to recoup to those
funds the amounts improperly diverted from
them. In my opinion. this measure is an
improper pro}Josal; but as many of these
works f),l'e largely distributed anlongst honorable members behind the Government it
is no nse arguing further against them. The
policy has been, from the time this Parliament met, "The spoils to the victors."
Mr. "VVATT.-Do you charge the Government with corruption ~
'rhe House divided on the question that
the Bill be now read a second timcAyes
Noes
Majority for the Bill

49
12

37

Bill.
AYES.

Mr. Anstey,
Argyle,
" Bailes,
" H.~. Bennett,
" Bent,
" J. W. Billson,
" Bowser,
" Bromley,
" E. Cameron,
" E. H. Cameron,
" J. Cameron,
" (' arlisl e,
" Colechin,
" Craven,
" Cullen,
" Downward,
" DufIus,
" Elmslie,
" Fairbairn,
" Forrest,
,. Gaunson.
Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr. Graham,
,j
Gray,
" Harris,

Mr.
"
"
"

Hunt,
Hutchinson,
Keast,
Keogh,

"

Kirkwood,

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Lemmon,
Levien,
Livingston,
Mackey,
McBride,
McGrath,
McKenzie,
McLeod,
Morrissey,
Murray,
Outtrim,
Prendergast,
Sangster,
Smith,
·Warde,
\Vatt,
Wilkins.
1.'elll:xs.

"
"
"
"
"
,.
"

Mr. Boyd,
" Thomson.
NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"

Beard,
G. H. Bennett,
A. A. Billson,
Hannah,
Lawson,
Mackinnon,
Oman,

Sir Alexander Peacock,
Mr. ~olly,
" Touteher.

Tellers.
Mr. Holden,
" McGregor.

The Bill was then read a second time, and
ordered to be committed.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
COMMI'rl'EES.
Mr. McBRIDE moved-

O}~

That the honorable member for Benamhra, Mr.
Albert \Villiam Craven, be r.ppointed Chairman
of Committees of this House.

He sa.id it was hardly necessary to explain
that Mr. Craven wad one of the oldest·
members of the House, and that in all the
positions in which he had a~ted in c~nnexi.on
with the House he had carned out hIS dutlcs
in n, manner which had been creditable to
himself and to those committees with which
he was concerned. Honorable members had
also seen Mr. Craven in the chair as temporary Chairman of Committees on .seve~al
occasions, and those who had S0 seen hIm
knew how well he had carried out his duties.
Personally he (MI'. McBride) had sat under
Mr. Craven on the Railways Standing Committee, over which the honorable member
had heen chairman for the past two years,
and he could speak with some feeling of
appreciation ot the good work which Mr.
Craven had done as chairman of that body.
He had therefore very much pleasure in
nominating 1\1 r. Craven as Chairman of
Committees.
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Mr. DOWNWARD seconded the motion.
~ir ALEXANDER PEACOCK movedThat the honorable member for Richmond, Mr,
George Henry Bennett, be appointed Chairman of
Committees of this House.

He stated that Mr. Bennett had been a
member of the House for ma.ny years, and
for a number of years past had beell one of
the temporary Chairmen of Committees.
Mr. Bennett hau occupied the chair as
temporary Chairman of Committees in trying times, when'the then Chairman of Committees had to fill the position of DeputySpeaker, and on those occasions Mr. Bennett
had given the most complete satisfaction to
every section of the House. The honorable
member was personally popular, was well up
in all the standing orders of tbe House, and
he (Sir Alexander Peacock) was confident
that if he would allow himself to be nominated, and if he slldHlld be elected as Chairman of Committees, he would give complete
satisfaction to the members of this reformed
Parliament as he had dOlle to the preceding
Parliament whenever he occupied the position
of a temporary chairman.
Mr. BROMLEY seconded the motion.
Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Richmond) said
he supposed that now was the proper time
to thank his honorable friend, the member
for Allandale, for even proposing him as
Chairman of Committees. He had no desire
to complicate matters to-night, althongh he
felt the position very keenly. He had been
in Parliament for fifteen years, and during
that time he believed he had always thought
and acted as a man should do, without fear
01' favour.
However, he knew that if the
question was put to a vote he would be
beaten, and under the circumstances he deelined to accept the nomination.
Mr. J. 'V. BILLSON (Fitzroy) movedThat the honorable member for Collingwood, Mr'
Edgar Wilkins, be appointed Chairman of Committees of this House.

He remarked that Mr. 'Vilkins was a very
old member of the House, and had acted in
the capacity of temporary Chairman of Committees for about five and a half years. He
believed that the honorable member when
filling that position had given every satisfaction to members of the House. He \vas sure
that if l\fr. 'Wilkins was elected Chairman of
Committees he wonld do credit, to the position.
Mr. BEARD seconded the motion.
The SPEAKER.-Do I understand that
the motion of the honorable member for
Allandale is .withdrawn ~
8es8ion, 19C14.-[8].
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Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said that
if the honorable member for Richmond did
not desire to be nominated, of course he wonld
withdraw his motion.
Sir Alexander Peacock's motion was withdrawn accordingly.
The SPEAKER.-I propose to adopt
the practice of the Honse of Commons and
put the motions in the order in which
they were moved. The question is that
the honorable member for Benambra, Mr.
Craven, be appointed Chairman of Committees of t.his House.
The House dividedAy~
33
Noes
·27
Majority for Mr. Craven

6

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"

Argyle,
Bent,
A. A. BiIlson,
Bowser,
E. Cameron,
E. H. Cameron,
" J. Cameron,
" Carlisle,
" Cullen,
" Downward,
" Duffus,
" Fairbairn,
" Forrest,
Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr. Graham,
" Gray,
" Harris,

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Hunt,
Hutchinson,
Keast,
Keogh,
Kirkwood,
Levien,
Livingston,
Mackey,
McBride,
Mcl{enzie,
McLeod,
Murray,
Robertson,
'loVatt.
'fellers.
Mr. Boyd,
Thomson.
NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

Beard,
G. H Bennett,
H. S. Bennett,
.1. W. Billson,
Bromley,
Colechin,
Elmslie,
Gaunson,
Hannah,
Holden,
Lawson,
Lemmon,
Mackinnon,
McGrath.

Mr. McGregor,
" Morrissey,
" Oman,
" Outtrim,
Sir Alexander Peacock,
Mr. Prendergast,
" Sangster,
" Smith,
Solly,
" Toutcher,
Warde.
Tellers.
Mr. Anstey,
Bailes.

SURPLUS HEVENUE BILL.
The House went into committee for the
consideration of t.his Bill.
'1'he CHAIRM AN (Mr. CRAVEN), on
taking the chair, said-l desire to tender
my thanks fqr the very high hOllour
that the House has been pleased to confer
on me by electing me as Chairman of
Committees. I need hardly say that my
best endeavours will be used to carry out
properly the duties of' the pol::iition. I hope
that when my time comes to vacate the
chair I shall have proved by my actions in
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the chair that I am worthy of the confidence
that honorable members have now placed
in me.
Mr. 'YILKINS said he desired to thank the
honorable members who moved and seconded
his nomination. He couldassuretheCommittee
that he had not the slightest intention when
he came to the House this afterlloon of standing for the position. He was desirous of
supporting the honorable member for Richmond, who received an assurance from
the Government side of the Honse, -from a
large number of honorable members, when
he stood down for Mr. Graves, that when an
opportunity occurred he would receive their
united support.
Now honorable members
could judge to-night by the action of the
Goyernment supporters how far they Were
prepared to carry out the promises
that they made to any honorable memHe simply took this opportunity
ber.
of standing. _It was suggested to him
at the last moment, and he readily ac·
cepted the nomination, becanse he felt that
a great wrollg had been done to the honorable
member for Hichmond. He could quite understand a majority being in favour of the honorable member for Benambra, and he was pleased
to see the honorable _member filling the chair,
because he kuew the h::Hlorable member
would fill it to the satisfaction of members
of that House. The chairman had filled many
honorable positions, and it did seem that
those honorable positions weut to just a few.
He (Mr. Wilkins) did not for a moment expect that he would be selected. He was
pleased to congratulate the honorable member on his election to the position.
Mr. BENT stated that on behalf of the Government side-might he say of the whole
Committee ?-he begged to compliment the
Chairman upon his election to-night. He felt
quite sure, as the C9airman ha,d expressed
the hope, that he would perform the duties
of the office with credit to himself and with
3atisfaction to the House.
~1r. PRE~D.ERGAST ob~ervecl that he
desired to congratulate the Chairman upon
his elevation to the position he now occupied._
It was with deep regret that he noted
that the Government would not adopt the
method snggested by the Opposition, and
acted upon by the Oppositiol~ IIp to t.he present period, (If leaving the selection of gentlemen to fill the highest aud most honorable
positions ill thi8 House to the unbia.sed
and unfettered discretion of the members
of the Honse. He would very much like
to see that done, but at. the same time
he assured the Chairman that although he

Bill.

voted for the other candidate, he knew that
the Chairman would act in that position
with the best interests of the wh-ole Assembly at heart.
Mr. MACKINNON remarked that he
would lik~ to add his congratulations to the
words that had fallen from other honorable
members who had congratulated the Chairman.
Honorable members all kIlew the
great personal popularity of the Chairman
among them, and he was sure that e-verybody
in the House, now that the -honorable memo
ber was elected to the po~ition, would be
glad to assist him in every possible way in
the conduct of his duties.
The consideration of the Bill was then proceeded with.
On clause 2, which provided for the appropriation of certain unexpended bab.nces of
amounts appropriated by the Surplns Revenue Act 1899.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK asked if
the Treasurer would explain this clause?
Mr. BENT stated that there were three
items in the schedule of Act No. 1662 which
were not expended. There was £5,000 for
switchboards for telephone exchanges in the
Postal Department. As this Department
went over to the Commonwealth this money
wa~ not expended.
There was £1~600 for a
launch for the Customs Department. That
was not expended for a similar reason, and
then there wa.s a sniall item of about £1,000,
making a total of £8,000.
- Sir ALEXANDER PEACoCK.-Can't you find
any more money the Commonwealth have
not spent?
Mr. BENT said it was his intention to look
over all these little Acts.
It was the
honorary and learned' n{em bel' of the Government, the honorable lllember for Gippsland
West, who found this particula-r section in
the Act of 1899.
Snr,lly there was no
offence in bringing these unexpended
balances into reven:.le. This sum of £8,I)Oll
was additional to the amount of surplus
which he had previously indicated, and
meant another £8,000 to the good.
~lr. EL)fSLIE.- Where did the mOlley come
from in the first place ~
Mr. BENT said it came from Her :Y.Iajesty.
Mr. WATT observed that the explanation
of' the Treasurer was intelligible, but he was
not clear whether this money was voted out
of loan or out of revenue.
Mr. BENT.-Out of i4urplus.
Mr. WATT asked if it was voted out of
the ordinary revenue for- the year 1899 ?
Mr. BENT. - Yes.
The clause was agreed to.
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the Treasurer the nature of the present
transaction. 'Vhat they wanted to know
The Auditor-G eneral having certified in his was whero the amount was paid from, and
report to Parliament that the aCC?tlDts ?f .the where it now appeared 1
financial year 1901-2 showed a deficIency m the
Mr. BENT observed that he was very
Consolidated Revenue AccotlDt of £294,002 Is. 2d.
the trustees, under the Trust Funds Act] 897, may pleased that the honorable member for
advance to the Treasurer the said amount to make Prahran had afforded him an opportunity of
good the shortage in the said account ; aI~d 011 such going right bang to the facts. 'fhis was a
payment being made the ~reasurer IS hereby statement from Mr. GaggiD, the accountant
authorized to make out and Issue bonds therefor,
and tG deliver the sa,id bonds to thc trustees to the TreasurerDiscus~ion took place on clause 3, which
was as follows:-

appointed under the said Act; and until such
bonds are issued the Treasurer may increase the
amount of the certificate under the said Trust
'Funds Act 1897 by the said sum of £294,002 Is.
2d.

:Mr. PRENDERGAST asked the Treasurer
to give the Committee a full explanation of
this clause.
~1r BENT stated that in the year 1902,
when the honorable member for Allandale
was 1'reafSurer,' there was a deficiency of
£294000. That was on what were called
"floating balances," and he thought it only
right to bring t.hose balances u~der the
notice of the House by bringing that deficiency
into the Trust Funds, S~ that honorable mem. bers might know exactly what they were
dealing with.
Sir ALExANDERPEAcocK.-The Committee
is no wiser now than it was before. What is
the meaning of the clause 1
Mr. BENT said the meaning of the clause
was that this deficiency was brought into the
Trust Funds. At preseut it was not there.
Sir ALEXANl)El~ PEACOCK.-'Where is it 1
Mr. BENT said it was in floating balances
all over the world.
Mr. PRENDERGAST oIDserved that he
would ,certainly like to see some definite information given. It was no good passing the
matter off as a joke. The Committee did not
want to be told that this deficit was tloating
all over the world. The clause began-" r:f.1he
Auditor-General having certified in his report." Let the Ct)mmittee then have some
facts as to how the Auditor-General certified,
and what he certified to, whether the amount
came from the Trust Funds, or where it came
from, and 'v here it was going to.
Mr. BENT.-It is going to remain in the
Trust Funds.
Mr. MACKINNON remarked th~t it was
all very well to tell the Cc,mmittee that this
deficit was floating about all over the world.
'l'here was a deficit of £294,000. 'fhat was
paid. 'Where was it paid from 1 It was
the amount of excessive expenditure over
receipts in that financial year.. In a foggy
kind of way, the Committee could ascertain
from the explanation they had reeeived from

[8J-2.

When the question is being dealt with, it should
not be lost sight of that no provision has yet been
made for the deficit for 1901-2 of £294,002 Is. 2d.
This amount was, as a matter of fact, taken from
the revenue of the succeeding year, ,augmented by
an advance of £500,000 from the Trust Funds
Trustees, which advance, on 30th June 1902, we
were unable to repay, and it ma~ be considered as
forming part of the present advance or other trust
moneys under the Treasurer's control. Unle.ss the
deficiency is provided for, we may agam be
taunted with the assertion that we are using the
Trust Funas for revenue purposes.

He thought it right that this amount should
be dealt with in this clause of the Bill.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK stated
that then in other words the Committee had
now got an explanation from the 'freasurer
that, althollgh the present GovernmelH, which
was really the Irvine-cum-Shiels-cum-Bent
Government, had been two years in power,
this deficit with which they closed theaceounts
on June 30, 1902, had not been provided for
all that time. The honorable gentleman was
casting a great reflection upon his two immediate predecessors, Mr. lrvine, who was
Premier as well as Treasurer, and Mr. Shiels,
for the statemeut the honorable gentleman
had read from the Accountant to the
Treasury showed clearly that that amount
was taken out of the revenue of the succeeding year, and that under the Trust ]<'unds
Act an application was made to the 'rrust
l~unds Tl'Iu,tees for an ad vallce of £500,000.
That was a common transaction under the
Act. He had had the honour, on the motion
of the Premiel', of being elected a member of
the Public Accounts Committee, and it was
certain t.hat a.s Trust Funds Trustees they
.would be called together during this financial
year, and that they would, in anticipation of
the revenue which would come in, be asked
to vote a sum of £500,OlO, so that the interest
might"be i'emitted to the mother country, and
then the adjustment would take place later on.
From the explanation given at the time,
when Mr. Shiels preceded him as Treasurer,
and there was a deficit, it was sa.id when the
accounts cloRed there would have to be an
advance by the 'l'rust Funds Trustees for the
whole period of two years, but there had not
been any legal transaction on the part of the
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two Treasurers preceding the rrreasurer of
to-day for that which the Treasurer was doing
now.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Or else it was owing,
and not paid.
.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said it had
been paid, as he understood, from the Treasury. Honorable members on the other side
absolutely knew everything in regard to it.
They were quite contented and satisfied, without alSking any qu('stions.
vVithollt any
debate or discussion, they were well informed
and thoroughly posted up as to the \\' hole
meaning of clause 3.
Mr. BENT.-And you. will not make it any
different.
Sir ALEX A.NDER PEACOCK said he
would not.
Mr. BI':N'L'.- You will have some very
straight finance here.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said he
was sure the Tre11s11rer was not finding fault
with the Committee for trying to get information which had not been vouchsafed.
Mr. B I<:NT.-I am delighted.
,I
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said that,
as he understood it, according to clanse 3,
bonds were now to be issued to the trustees,
... so that this would be an amount added to
our funded debt.
Mr. BEN'L"-YCS.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.- And
that is the real effect of elause 3 ?
Mr. BEN'l'.-Yes.
The clause was agreed to.
Discussion took place on the schedule
which was as follows : -

t

'I

1. Towards construction and repairs of m~in
and other roads and bridges, including those
in the mallee (councils to spend lOs. for every
pound advanced), £30,000;
2. Suryey of
Tooleybuc water scheme, £1,500; 3. \Vater
conservation and irrigation, as the Governor
in COllllcil may direct. £3U,000; 4. Mining development and boring for gold and coal, £30,000;
5. Flinders-street railway station (£20,000 to he
spent from rail way revenue in addition), £60,000;
6. Towards Wal1H.ll~ Railway, £40,000; 7. Improvements Elwood Swamp and Point Ormond.
'proc~eds from the sale of the land so improved
may, to the amount expended under this item, be
used for other works under this Act), £15,000;
8. Electric conveyors (railway) at Geelong and
Williamstown, £11,2.50; 9. Shed at F'el'lltree
Gully railway st,ation, £900; 10. Tow(1,rd8 paying
off liabilities of Melbourne U ni versity. £ LO,OOO ;
11. Towarus equip:nent University, for mining
and agriculture, £:2,000; 12. l'owuds erection of
building, Working Men's Collegc', £:1,000; 13.
Towards completion of Natural IIistory Musenm,
Public Library, £12,0:>0; 14. Tow<1,rds bridge over
Tambo River, £:1,000; J 5. Towards beidga o\'er
river at B3.irmldale, £3,(}OO; 16. Approaches to
Cobram BridgOl over River Murray, £:1,000 j 17.
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Towards clearing lagoon, Port Melbourne, £400 ;
18. 'l'ambo Valley road, between Mossiface and
Omeo, £2,500; 19. Heytesbury Shire-roads in
forest, £800; 20. Road to Wood's Point, in
Howqua Shire, £1,000; 21. Road t,) ·Wood's
Point, in Upper Yarra. Shire, £1,000; 22. Drain
from railway, in Collingwood (council to expend
£250), £250; 23. lVlain road, St. Arnaud
Shire (council to expend £150), £300;
24.
Main drain, Inglewood, £250; 25. Carrum \-V eil' ,
£3,000; 26. Welshpoo1 tram, £3,000; 27. Towards
purchase of land and advances for workmen'shomes,
£10,000; 28. Apollo Bay jetty completion, £:J50 ;
2:J. Lorue jetty repairs, £700; 30. Black Rock
breakwater, Picuic Point jetty repairs, a.nd
Brighton pier repairs and extension, £700; 31.
St. Leonard's jetty,' £500; 32. Fumilla roads,
£2,500.; 33. Moe Swamp roads (shire of Narracan
to spend £500) £1,000;' 34. Koo-wee-rup roads
(Berwick shire to spend £2,0()0), £2,000; 35. COllstruction of railway trncks and carriages, £10,000 ;
36. Constrnction of railway engines, £10,000; 3i.
Towards Charlton weir and wat,erworks, £1,000;
38. Painting and repairing ~tate schools, £15,000 ;
39. Sewerage works, £3,500; 40. Yarm improvement (fI..')oel prevention), £3,500 ; 41. Show rooms,
Agricultural Society's grounds, £ 1,200 ; 42. Lifts,
Public Offices, £1,200; 43. Plauting with wattles
about 7,0')0 acre:! near Portland, £1,200; 44.
Forestry, .£5,000; 4.5. Towa.rds erection and equipment for building for mining and agricultural
classes, at the Melbourne University, upon con- .
dition that the public contribute £ 1 for £1 within
twelve months, ,£12,000; 46. Towards city lock-up,
£8,000; 47.Contrihution tofeveml1dothfll' hospitals,
£3,000; 43. Contribution t) prevent destitute old
persons being sent to g,wl, £1,000; 49. Towards
purchasing public reserve, Brunswick, £1,000; 50.
Building to protect weights and measures, Obser·
vatory, £700; 51. FIJI' conveyance of children to
school in country districts, £2,0(10; 52. Free
libraries in country districts, £ 1,000; 53. Quarantine ground, Portsea, £500; 54. Towards alteration
of bridge, Stratford, £100. Tot,al, £366,70.1.

Mr. BENT said that in dealing with the
schedule he proposed to take first the item')
1, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 32, 33, and 34.
It was stttted by the honomble member for
Ovens that he thonght it would be right
that thert) s~lould be a continuing policy,
and the honorable member also asked
whether it was intended, in addition to this,
to have a.ny further sum for public works
this year. The answer was that the Government desired to have a, continuing policy,
and it W<:l'3 intended, in additioll to this, to
have further sums f0r plJ.blic worl,s this
year. It was said by the honorable membeL'
for Stawell and Ararat, who evidently
desired to afford him every opportunity of
showing his fairness towards honorable
membet's, thftt it was" sPJils to the victors."
He (Mr. Bent) would take item No. 1" Towards construction and repairs of main
and other roads and bridges, including those
in the Mel.Hee (councils to spend lOs. for
every pound advanceGl), £30,OOJ." He went
through a Bill which the honorable member
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for Allandale: when Premier, authorized
three of his legal officers to prepare in regard
to the reclassification 0f shires. He (Mr.
Bent) went into the Bill carefully for the pur- .
pose of setting apart a Sllm for e~ch district,
but he found that it was such a ridiculous
prod uction that he could not t<;)Uch it at all.
He believed that the honorable member himself was of the same opinion in regard to it.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Hear, hear.
Mr. BENT said that he could find no possibility of doing anything under that to enable
him to apportion particular sums. Then he
looked at their own shire subsidy, and he
found that there was nothing tn justify him
in apportioning tbis amount. He placed the
sum of £30,000 towards construction and
repairs of main and other roads and bridges,
including those in the MalIee, the council to
spend ten shillings for every pound advanced.
In other words, if the Committee passed this
item, the matter would be submitted to tbe
Minister for Public vYorks in his official
capacity, with his officers, and they, having
a number of claims in from the various
municipalities, would bring down a scheme
which he thought would ue fair to all. He
found that he could not apportion the particular smns, but there were certain works in
~ertain parts of the country-national works
-and' he undertook, from the knowledge
he himself possessed, to schedule certain items. He would read them. "Towards
bridge over the rrambo Hi vel', £3,000."
This was badly wanted, as it connected one
part of Gippsland with the other. At present
the river was crossed by means of a punt~ aud
. people were often delayed two or three days
before they could get from one side to the
other. This was, therefore, put down as a
llatior\al w~rk.
The next item was-" Towards bridge over ri vel' at Bairnsdale,
£3,000." There was an old bridge at
Bairnsdale which was constructed 25 years
ago, and reports showed that it was totally
unsafe. A new bridge would cost £4,000,
and he had put down £3,000, and would call
upon the people to pay the balance.
He
called that a national work_ Then there was
~'Approaches to Cobram-bridge over River
Murray, £3,000." The Victorian Government had paid a sum of £13,000 or £14,000
-he was speaking from memory-to make a
bridge over the Murray_
He did not know
what hOllClrable membet' represented this
The New South "Vales people had
place.
made an approach, and he now placed
£3,000 in the schedule towards Ollr part of
. the work, ",'hich was estimated to cost £3,300.
\-'lith the aid of the Labour Party, who would
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get him Rome good men up there very soon,
this work, he thought, might be put down for
£3,000. However, if another £300 was wanted
it would be provided £01' hy the Minister
of Public ""Vorks when he brought down bis
proposals.
The next item was, "Tambo
Valley-road, between :Mossiface and Omeo,
£2,500." This was a great national road.
rehe rates derived from the country throllgh
which the road passed were very small in
amount, the distance was very long, and the
road was very bad. If he had more money
he would have increased the arr.ount. The
next item was "Rol:I.d to Wood's Point, in
Howqua shire, £1,000." There had been
hardly any repairs along there, and the road
was very bad. It led up to a gold mine,
and he wished he could have put more than
£ 1,000 on for that. Then t.here was the item,
" Main road, St. Arnaud borough (council to
expend £150)," £300. Another item was" Main drain, Inglewood, £250." This was a
He meaut that the drain
very bad place.
was a bad place. He now came to " Fumina
roads, £2500." He was informed that a very
large party, including the honorable member
for Prahran, went up to this part of the
country, and recommended that certain
moneys should be expended towards the formatioH of roads.
Mr. MACKINNON. - I never recommended
anything of the sort.
Mr. BENT said that he understood that
there was one settler they were spending this
for.
Mr. HARRls.-That is not true either.
Mr. BENT said that at any rate he held the
same opinion regarding this as the honorable
member for Prahran, namely, that they
might do better with the money. But certain promises were made, and certain land
had been taken up.
Mr. MACKINNoN.-And abandoned.
Mr. HARRIS. - Beeause they cannot get
to it.
Mr. BENT said that a bridge had been
built to give access to this country, but
there was no approach on either side.
There was an area of lalld-2,000 acres he
was told-which was passed through before
one reached l~umina, and if roads were made
to this it was said that the Minister of Lands
might put on an extra lOs. an a~re.
:Mr. TOUTCHER.- vVe will knock that out
and claim YOllr vote on it.
Mr. BENT said that was all right. The
next item was "NIoe Swamp roads (shire oe
Narracan to spend £500), .£1,000." That
was all right. He wished he had more
money. It was heart-breaking .. He went
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along there with three horses. I-Ie would Opposition. This money would be distributed
not say that it took t.he vdlOle .. hree to pull by the Minister of Water Supply, and from
him, but it was a. wretched road, and when he what he knew of his colleague, he thought
saw men. come miles and miles to him to point· fair consideration would be given to each
out partICular spots, it made him wish that side of the H0use.
The next item was
he had more money. But he had dOIl:e the best "Mining development and boring for gold
he could, and had put down £1,000, and the and coal, £30,000."
.
'shire was to s~end, ano~her £500.
Mr. HANNAH.-Do yon propose to naMr. HARRIS.-1 hat IS too heavy.
tionalize the coal when you find it ~
~fr. BEN.T said that the people must help
r, .
. .
themselves.. He would put this view to
Ml~. BEN I saId he was proposmg to expend
honorable members, and he had put it to Ii\. certam ,l~o.ney, and he had not got the coal
lot of the country people too. If the working ye.t.. IbIS I?atter would be Ul~der the
men, through protection, contributed to th'e .l\<hmster of Mmes, who knew ~omethl.ng ab~ut
re e ue t} t ·
b ld
t b
d f
It, and would see that faIr consIderatIOn
v n , let n~oney s. ou . no
e use
Qr would be gi ven to everybody.
the purpose of llnprovmg prIvate l a n d s . .
.
Mr. HARlds.-This is not private hmds.
An HONORABLE MEMBER ..-I. hope you do
Mr. BENT said that another item to not. propose to go all east wIth It.
Mr. OUTTRIM remarked that before the
which he would .call attent.ion was "Koowee-rup roads (Berwick shire to spend Treasurer left this item he would like to
£2,000), £2,000." Some time ago, when he know what mode of distribution was to be
was Minister of Pnblic Works, a deputation adopted, and, if it was to be left entirely to
from Berwick shire waited on him, and the Minister to' distribute the money. Would
promised that if the Government contri- honorable members have an opportunity of
buted a certain snm of money they would discllssing the best mode of distribution ~
raise a loan :;tnd find £2,000. He had taken
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said he
them at their word.
did not know how the Government proposed
Mr. EWI<:N CAMERON (Glenelg).-You have to deal with the schedule, but some years
overlooked the Condah Swamp.
ago a similar measure to this, namely, the
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOcK.-Yon have Loan Application Bill was discussed. He
£5,000 for wattles.
felt that ulJless this sehedule ,vas dealt with
Mr. BENT said that he had not come to seriatim the discussion would take an interthat. He wonld now come back to item No. minable time.
1, providing for £30,000.
Mr. MURRAY.-Let the Treasurer give
Mr. MORRISSEY stated that before Mr. his explanation as to the whole of the
Bent went back to that item, he would like items.
him to explain to the Committee how it; was
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said that
that the whole of the work which he con- if that were done the Committee would l~ever'
sidered neeessary to be carried out by the get through the schedule. The question
State as national works happened to be raised by the honorable member for :Marywithin the constituencies of those sitting be- borough might also be raised in ~efer~nee to
hind the Government.
the question of water supply and the matter
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOcK.-Tbat is a de- of the Walhalla Railway.
tail.
Mr. BENT observed that he could not say
Mr. BENT said he would ask where hCl)w the £30,000 would be expellded. The
was Cobram? '''ould they be kind enough honorable member for Allandale had quoted
to strike out Cobram and save him £3,000 ~ a ver;y bad example in the Bill he mentioned.
It was pointed out by a great many There waslots of money ill Bills that had never
people who took an interest in the been expended. He intended that the money
State, and especially in irrigation, that should be expended, and when the Governor
the Government should do something to- in Cour;cil was mentioned it was just the
wards the survey of the Tooleybuc scheme, same as if the Estimates were before the
and the Government had provided £1,500 House. Members would know exactly how
for a survey to be undertaken at once. The the money was.spent.
next question he came to was "water conMr. WAUDI<:.-After it is spent they will
servation and irrigation as the Governor in know.
Council may direct." He did not know
Mr. BENT said he would like to have a
whether this would touch Government sup- suggestion from the honorable member for
porters or not, but he was inclined to think Maryborough as to how this £30,000 should
that some of the money would go to the be e:x:pended.
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1\1r. OUTTRIM said that it was not right
for the Treasnrer to ask houorable members
to make suggestions. Honorable members
for years past knew: beforehand how the
money allocated for miniug development was
to be distributed. Sir George, Turner brought
down a Bill for mining development, and the
measure clearly showed' how the money was
to be distributed. He simply wished to know
whether the Treasurer was going to follow
that practice, or whether he was going to
leave it to the Minister of Mines to distribute the money ~
. Mr. TOU'l'CHER remarked that when
the honorable m'ember for Allandale was
Premier he brought down a measure dealing
with unexpended amounts under the Mining
Development Act, and the proposition of the
Government then was that the whole of the
money should be devoted to Part I of the
Act. He moved an amendment, in the ihterest of the prospecting companies, that
£5,000 should be allocated to encourage
them, af£d the amendtnent was carried. He
believed that every member had the fnllest
confidence in the wisdom and fairness of the
:}\iinister of Mines; still the Minister might,
~n his best judgment, determine that the
money should go in one direction for boring,
while the majority of mining members might
think it shonld be expended under Part I or
Part 5 of the Mining Development Act. The
proper course would be to bring down a Bill
in order that both sides of the House should
have a say in the distribut.ion of the money.
Mr. BENT observed that the sums of
money were put down in the Bill in a lump
sum, and the Minister of Mines was responsible.
The Minister would be equally responsible for tbese sums, and if he did wrong
the House would censure him.
Mr. TouTcHRR.--It is giving tbe Minister
large power.
Mr. BENT said the Ministry did not want
power, they wanted business. 1£ the money
were ill a Bill in a lump sum it would be distributed by the Minister.
Mr. TouTcHER.-But then the I-louse has
a say.
:\1r. RENT said the House had a say in
this too.
i\1 r. MeG REGOR said that the last clanse
of the Bill stated that the Treasurer might,
without any other authority than that of the
Act, apply £366,705 towards the cost of the
works specified. He believed the Minister of
Mines would bonorably do the best he could
in the interests of mining. and that he .was
a practical man, who would do as be thought
right; but there were a number of practical
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men in tbe House representing nllnmg districts, and the consensus or their opinion
might be in a direction that would be very·
much better than that suggested by the
Minister_ The Minister would have power
to direct the money into channels in which it
might not proveas r~[Jroductive as if honorable
members had a share in deciding the matter.
Therefore he thought that if it was not intended to bring in a Bill dealing with this
particular. matter, some detailed statement
should be made as to what it was proposed to
do with the money.
Mr. B EN'l'.-rrhe Minister of Mines
says he can give the information.
Mr. PI{ENDERGAST' remarked that he
would like to hear some definite statement as
to how the money was to be expended. As
soon as these items were passed the people
wbo wanted roads and bI idges would flock
down to Melbourne from all directions. The
sum of £30,000 for roads and bridges would
attract every councillor in tbe country to
Melbourne. He would like to know what
the Gover.nment proposed to do in connexion
with boring for gold and coal ~ Several seams
of coal had been discovered, which had only
benefited private property. As soon as the
seams were discovered, the owners of the adjoining property declined to allow the coal to
be got out until an exorbitant price was
paid for the land. Some of t he bonis had
been put on private property. It was a
dangerous principle to have such patronage
as this in the hands of the Government. He
did not. recollect any other 'occasion in which
sums of money had been placed in the hands
of the Government in the manner now proposed. The people in the country districts
would certainly squeeze the Government over
these items.
Mr. McLKoD.-Every penny under the
Mining Development Act was spent by the
Minister of Mines according to his own
judgment.
~ir AJ.JEXANDER PEACOCK.-But it was
divided into parts.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that the
moneys advanced had to be made public,
and the whole question had to be considered publicly, but the facts with regard
to this money would not be made public till
long after the money was expended.
A
measure should be introduced into the House
to allocate the money so that members would
haye a knowledge as to how it was to be expended.
If the Railways Standing Committee were re-appointed, he would agree to
these i terns being referred to them for
report, for it was necessary to have
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some check on the expenditure.
In
regard to the boring for coal in the
Gippsland district, there was one company, the Black Diamond Company, in connexion with which the labour coveuants had
been suspended, and without dne regard to
the interests of the people, for this company
had been enabled in this manner to keep
these seams of coal unused whilst there were
scores of working miners and peol:·le with
small capital ready to work the seams. This
would come up for consideration again when
the Mines Bill came up, but it seemed to him
that an injustice was being done by allowing
the labour covenants to be suspended whilst,
n,t the sar-ne time, it was propoaed to spend
more nlOney in looking for coal. On roads
and bridges alone, £38,600 was to be expended, and this included £30,000 for repairs. This item would cause an everlasting rush to the Ministerial offices.
There should be a public examination, either
by bringing the matter before the House
before the money was expended, or by submitting the various proposals to the Rai I ways
Standing Committee, or some other qualified
body.
Mr. LIVINGSTON.-Do you apply that to
the Illoney that is to be spent in Melbourne
as well ?
Mr. PRE~DERGAST said that the Railways Standing Committee had already reported on some of those items, and it ,vas
quite easy for any honorable member to see
for himself whether those particular works
were necessary or not.
Mr. BE~.T.-Surely, if I can do that fairly,
I can do the other fairly.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Xo doubt, but
the conditions were different In a great
number of iltlstances with regard to coulltry
votes lhe Treasurer had been compelled to
rely upon the statemellts made to him by
deputations or by other people who were interested.
Mr. BENT.-No fear.
Mr. PHE~DERGAST said that in some
cases the report of one officer might have
been 0 btained, bllt the Treasurer was obliged
for the most part to accept what he was told
by the local people. As to the Walhalla
Railway he (Mr. Prendergast) would want to
know a great deal before he voted for that
expenditure.
Mr. MURRAY.-It was recommended by
the llailways Standing Committee.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.- Yes, hy a
majority of one.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would ask
if the Railways Standing Committee recommended it why was it not gone all with at
the time?
. Mr. HARHIs.-Because no funds \\ere then
available.
.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Then the honorable member had been awaiting the first
favorable opportunity of making a raid on
the Treasury.
Mr. HARRIs.-Hear, hear. \Vhy should
I not?
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-And the Treasurer would make a life-long ally by granting
it. The fullest informatiOl'l should be given
about these items before the money was
voted.
. Mr. BAILES expressed the opinion that
the vote of £30,000 that was provided in
the schedule for "Mining development and
boring for gold and coal," was ridiculously
small, especially when contrasted with the
votes of £38,600 that were allocated for roads
and bridges.
Mr. BI£NT.-Some of those bridges lead to
the mines.
Mr. BAILES said it was perhaps not
worth while to ask that separate Bills should
be brought down dealing with each of the
various items, but he would suggest, at all
events, that the Minister of Mines should
indicate the manni'll' in which he prop0sed to
allocate the vote of £30,000 for mining.
Taking t-he different divisions of the Mining
Development Act it would afford some satisfaction to mininf! members if they knew how
much of this money was to be Spetlt under
each division. He was quite at one with
other honorable members in admiring the
uprightness of the preRent Minister, but still
that honorable gentleman might' have his'
fads in connexion with the development of
mining, and devote a large part of this vote
to some pet scheme of his own. So far as
his (Mr. Bailes') district was concerned, he
was glad to say that it was in rather a prosperous condition just 110W, and he did'· not
know that the Bendigo people would be
found amongst the suppliants for a portion of
this vote. At the same time he was satisfied
that in the districts surrounding Bendigo a;
judicious expenditure of monoy in the direction ill which the Mines Department was now
spending would result in adding still more
prosperous fields to the rich fields that had
already made Bendigo famQus.
Mr. LEVIEN said he would' sllggest that
the items in the schedule should now be
taken seriatim. The first item of £30,000
to assist in making and repairing roads and
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bridges was accompanied by the safeguard
that the shire councils were to be required
to spend lOs. for every £1 advanced. 'rhert!
were other items with respect to which
honorable members would like to have
simila.r safet!uards, or at all events would
like to kno\; under what regulations or COllditinns they were to be dealt with.
The CHAIHMAN.-I have been waiting
ior an opportunity of saying that it will be
better to deal with the schedule item by
item. The first item isTowards construction anel repa,irs of main and
other roads and bridges, including those in the
Mallee (councils to spend 108. for every £1
advanced), £30,000.

:Mr. \Y AHDE asked the Treasurer
whether in the distribution of this money he
would take into consideration the rate which
each shire was paying?
Mr. BENT.- Yes.
Mr. WARDE said it was well known
that a number of shires were not payitlg
anything like a reasonable rate in proportion
to the advantages they received. While
honorable members might be willing to assist
shires containing a poor population and with
a small revenue, they would object tf.) rendering such assistance to those shires in
which the rate was unreasonably low.
Mr. BOVFSEH re1larked that he wonld
like to point out to the honorable member
·for Flemington that the bulk of the money
now proposed to be voted would be expended
in shires where the roads were not now
made.
Sir ALEXANDER P":ACOCK.--How do you
know ~ Are you in the confidence of the
Government?
Mr. BOWSER said that a certn.in amount
of the money must· necessarily be expended
on new roads in unsettled districts. '['hat
certainly was expenditure that ought not to
be objected to.
Mr. BAILES expressed the qpinion that
as soon as this Bill had been passed, and it
went forth to the public, together with the
schedule, the Minister of Public· "\-Yorks
.would find himself inundated with applications from local bodies.
Mr. E. H. CA:\IERON (Evelyn).-That is
the case alread v.
Mr. BAILES said he was afraid the
Minister would discover that the applications
were not all in by a long way. H(i)\vever, he
would like to ask the Premier if, when the
amounts were be\ng allocated, he would take
into consideration the conditions under
which the different shires had to carryon
th~ir work ~ There was one shire in the
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immediate vicinity of Bendigo which had
considerably over one-half of its territory
absolutely locked up from occupation, and it
was impossible for any rates to be deri ved at
all from that part of the shire. One-half of
the shire was reserved for forest purposes,
and this was absolutely necessary in the
interests of the mining industry.
Unuer
these circumstances it was impossible for the
shire council to get any rates from that
land, and at the same time it had to
maintain miles upon
miles of roads
in that territory, and those
roads
were subjected to very heavy timber traffic.
rrhere were a number of shires in the ~tate
that had only the same rate as the shire
to- which he referred-about Is. in the
£1, he thought, was the average-and in
those shires there was not an acre of waste
land. It was all arable land, producing good
revenue. Such shires as those would not be
entitled t.o as much consideration· at the
hands of the Treasurer as a shire such as he
had referred to.
Mr. LIVINGSTON observed that he did
not quite see how the condition reg niring
councils to pay lOs, for every £ 1 advanced
was going to work out. If a shire was
wealthy it conld take advantage of :m advance on that condition, bnt it might be very
difficult, if not impo~sible, for a poor shire,
which wanted the roads more than any
others, to expend the lOs. I t was to be
feared, therefore, that those poor shires would
not receive the advantage which it was intended t!> give them in connexion with this
item. The older and wealthier shires would
probably reap all the advantage.
Mr. E. H. CAMERON (/~·vel:ijn). - The
Minister will see to that. Scores of shires
will not get a farthing
Mr. LIVINGSTO~ said that in the South
Gippsland shire there were some hundreds of
thousands of acres just lately taken up.
The shir~ had had to buy laad for a great
uumber of road devia,tions owing to the bad
surveys of Government surveyors in years
gone by. It had taken a great portion of
the rates to purchase that land. It was not
possible to place a high value on newlvselecteel land, and yet it was an imoossibilitv
for the new selectors to live unless' they had
some meansof gettingtheil' prodnceto market.
Mr GAUNSON.-Why don't you move the
omission of the words" Councils to spend
lOs. for everv £1 advanced" ~ Leave it to
the MinistryU; you can trust them.
Mr. LIVINGSTON said new selectors
were in a very great difficulty. The shire
councils could not value their selections to
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any extent, and hence the poor shires that
were justly entitled to be assisted by the
Government out of this £30,000 were the
very shires that were not going to get what
the Government intended them to get. .
Mr. GAUNSON said that, as he had previollsly remarked, he was the member for
nowhere, and therefore he took a kindly
interest in everywhere.
He thoroughly
appreciated the difficulties \vhich had been
put before the Committee by the honorable
member for Gippsland South, but he would
remind honorable members on the Ministerial side of the H(llUse that either they
trusted the Government, or they did llot.
Of course, sittin~ in opposition, he (Mr.
Gaunson) trnsted nobody, but honorable
members sitting behind the Goverument,
being in a majority, must trust the Govern·ment.
Therefore, what was the use of
squirming about votes for boring for gold and
coal ~ Did not the same remarks apply to
this item? They must trust the Goverument, or tell the Ministry they must bring
down a schedule for the Committee to deal
wit.h. To meet the honorable member's
objection he (Mr. Gaunson) begged to
moveThat the words" Councils to spend lOs. for every
£1 advanced" be omitted.

He did not know any such grand engineer as
the Premier, and he would say to the honorable members who were interested in this
matter "Leave it to the Premier; if he does
not pull you through nobody else can."
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK .expressed
the opinion that the amendment would not
. do what its mover and he also desired.. The
cases mentioned by the honorable member
for Gippsland South were the cases that
ought to be helped. If the s~hedule was
passed in its present form, experienced members of the House knew that all the older
shires and municipalities would try to get a
bite out of the vote. The Minister of Public
'Works the Treasurer, and the members for
the va;ious diRtricts would be worried until
that was brought about. He took up the
same position as he had take.n for several
years, and particularly last session. ~.hen
the late Treasurer cut down the mUnICIpal
subsidy from £100,000 to £50,000, he (Sir
Alexander Peacock) argued that the money
ought to be distributed amongst the
4th, 5th, and 6th class shires, but he got
'Vf~ry little support.
If honorable members
wanted to help the people who had great
trouble and difficulty in getting their produce to market they ought to alter this
schedule in such a way a~ to protect the
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Treasurer from being harassed alld worried
by interviewers who desired a slice of this
vote. Some of the older shires ought not to
receive any of this money.
NIr. EWEN CAMERON (Glenel{J).- You will
want a reclassification of the shires.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said that
in the cIder parts of the State the mtll1icipalities had splendid grants from the
Treasury in years gone by. All their roads
and bridges had been made, their schools
and post-offices erected, and all the other
conveniences that helpt>d to make country
life pleasant had been provided. But in the
newly-settled districts, especial1y since we had
fallen on bad times, snch assistance had not
been given, and this money ought to be
placed in the hands of the Ministry to help
the people in those newly-settled districts.
Many of the Gi ppsland shires would not be
able to comply with this condition that the
couneil was to spend lOs. for every £1
advauced.
Mr. ROBERTSON.-Why not ~
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said it
was because they had not Hle requisite population.
Mr. ROBERTso~.-They might contribute
something.. We have five main trunk roads
running through our diHtrict.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
other honorable members' district.s had any
amount of main roads. . The interjection exhibited the very spirit that would be exhibited by every shire council in reference to
this £30,000. Already he had received letters
from his own mll.nicipalities, and he was
really going against his own constituency to
some extent in making these remarks. Still
he recognised that the municipal subsidy had
been cut down from £450,000 to £50,000
for the last two years. They did not know
what the Government were goillg to do this
year. Under these circumstances, it was the
clear duty of Parliament to assist the people
in the newer and more sparsely populated
districts, particularly' in Gippsland, and in
the Mallee. If it was arranged in that way he
was sure the Treasurer would be delighted.
Mr. BENT.-No .. I will not take it in that.
way. T \,.on't attempt it without the condition that the council spends lOs. for every £1
advanced.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said he
was not supporting the amendment. He was
arguing that the money ought to be given to
the newer shires established in recent years~
where there were practically no roads at all
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Honorable members knew that the prospect
of any rall way construction during the next
few years was very slight indeed.
An HONORABLE MgMBER.- What about
the Walhalla line?
Sir ALEXA~DER PEACOCK said honorable members were going to deal with that
item later on. Unless they received a full,
clear, and. distinct explanation of the pro·
posal from the member for the district, he
was afraid there was a very poor prospect
of that particular item being carried~ It
would depend entirely on the m.anner ill
which the honorable member explained it
whether honorable members would be convinced of the wisdom of that proposal. In
the nort.h-eastern part of the State the
municipalities had big scattered areas, and
very small populations, for which reason
they ought to receive some consideration at
the present time, when there was a surplus to
be distribu.ted. If every application had to
. come to I he Minister, his life would be
harassed, and the amounts received by shires
who were in difficulties would be like drops
in the bucket.
.
:Mr. McLEOD stated that any of these
amendments would simply embarrass the
action the Government had in view. The
very fact that the conditioll was lOs. instead
of .£ 1 for every £ I ad vanced, as heretofore,
clearly showed that the intention of the
G0vernmeut was that t.his money was to· be
given to the poorer shires, who were in
'1'he honorable member for
difficulties.
Allandale knew perfectly well that tho
whole classification of the shires was most
defective. Some shires that were placed in
the second or third class had a riding that
really ought to be in the sixth class. The
other day he was in a shire that was all
forest, and the whole of the rates from
property along a road 20 miles in length
amounted to only £60. There were other
cases of that sort, and this item was framed
to meet the cases of such districts. Some
shires in the fifth and six classes were in a
better position than others in the third and
fourth classes. Consequently, the Government had taken a free hand in this matter,
and would have to exercise the responsibility
of distributing this money according to the
judgment of tho Minister and his officers.
The Government felt that, in view of the
way in which the shires clas.sification was
carried out at the present time, they were
obliged to take that risk and responsibility
so that help would only be given to the
poorer shires.
The Government did not
want to invite a number of applications from
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all over the State. Ministers were not unmindful of the fact that the municipal
endowment had been cut down from
£450,000 to £50,000. He was rather surprised at the honorable member for Allandale objecting to this money being put in a
lump sum, because two or three times, when
the honorable memoer was in office, his own
Government put .sums of this kind in
schedules.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-I never objected to it. There was £20,000 on last
year.
Mr. :McLEOD said the Government and
officers of the Department kn€w much more
than honorable members could possibly know
as to how this money ought to be distributed.
It might take an hour to explain why the
Government recommended a particular grant.
For the reasons he had given, he thought it
would be very unwise to interfere with the
schedule.
Mr. PRE~DERGAsT.-In many instanees
mouey has been advanced at the request of
deputations without any reference to the
officers of the Department at all.
Mr. McLEOD said the leader of the Opposition should not. run away with that idea..
Mr.•J. CAMEROS (Gippsland East) remarked that, in his opinion, three officers of
the Department, or the Minister himself,
should first decide as to which shires were to
participate in this money.
Mr. KEAsT.~Have you no confidence in
your own Ministry ~
.•
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippslalld East).Yes.
Mr. KEAsT.-Then why not let them carry
out the work?
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East) said
he would mention a shire which was in a
different position from any so far mentioned.
One of the shires he represented embraced
3,720 square miles, and had 280 miles of
main roads, as well as 20 miles of cuttings.
From the property abutting on 60 miles of
main roads there was Hot £(j received in
rates. The average rainfall was 47 itlChes,
and honorable members could imagine what
it meant to keep the cuttings in repair, even
if the Government made arid me~alled the
roads. And yet there was not one shilling in
this schedule for the whole of that shire. A
number of shires in the western district had
their main roads made by the Government
many years ago at a cost nearly as great as
the cost of the rail ways running parallel
with them. Under this arrangement, even
those shires would be sending in applications
to the Minister for a share of the money.
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The first thing that should be decided was as
to which shires were to receive consideration,
1\1r. EWEN CAMERO.N (Glenelg) said
he would oppose the amendment of the
honorable member for the Public Officers,
because he thought the condition that
the councilS were to spend lOs for
every £1 advanced was. a f,tir one. But
there was a principle that should guide
the Government in regard to making roads,
and that was that, as far as l'qssible, roads
should be made to improve the public estate,
and not private estates. 'rhe expenditure of
this money should be chiefly in shires where
there were large areas of Crown lands, and
where the roads were used not so much by
ratepayers as by persons from whom the
Government derived a revenue. It was very
proper that a large expenditure of public
money should· be incurred where the Crown
had large areas of land, as, for instance, in
Gippsland, the Heytesbury Forest, and the
far west. But although there were large
areas of Crown lands in the far west, there
was nothing provided for that part of the
State. The money for the Koo-wpe-rup and
Moe Swamp roads should not be in separate
items, bnt should be l~ft for the Minister of
Public Works to distribu teo The settlers on
the Condah Swamp land, who had bad roads
as well as other difficulties to contend with,
might have been considered when this
schenule was framed. The Government were
recei ving a large amount for the land that
was leased, and if consideration was to be
extended tothe Koo-wee-rup and Moe settlers,
the Conda.h Swamp settlers ought to receive
some assistance. It would have been infinitely better to have left such items as the
£800 for forest road!:! in the H eytesbury
shjre, the vote of £2,500 for the Fumina
roads, the vote uf £ 1,000 for Moe Swamp
roads, and the vote of £2,000 for Koo-weerup roads entirely to the Minister of Public
Works to anot:. out of whatever mcmey
was allocated for that particular purpose.
He was sure that the Minister would be able
to do evcn-handed justice better if he had an
the claims of the shires interested before
him, and took as his guiding principle that
of using the Government money in such a
direction a!:! would improve the public estate
rather than private e~tate, although, n:>
uoubt, in doing this he would neces~arily
benefit certain people who were living in the
same locality. It was a wise thing to ask
that lOs. in the £1 should be spent by
shires as well, but the Government would
probably get twice the benefit that would
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be dcri ved by the ratepayers m the
particular distl'i':t where the money was (~X
pended. .At the sanlC lime he thought it
would have been infinitely better if the whole
of the items allocated to tho shires "'ere left
to the Minister of Public Works.
Mr. KEOGH said he was very glad that
the Government had thought it right to place
this sum in the schedule, for he had no doubt
it would be given to the poorer shires. As
far as he was cOllcerned, he would like to have
seen the £50,000 that was annually granted
in subsidy on this list also, and that particular
subsidy wiped out altogether. He did not
believe in the subsidy at all, or in the
manner in which it was g1anted. The 8ub~idy was granted to shires on the amonnt
collected in rates. Where there was a very
rich shire, and where they collected a lot of
money, thatparticularshire got a large amonnt
of money, bu t where there was a very poor shire
suchas 'rambo, and they collected very little,
they got very little. He was rather surpriHcd
to hear the honorable member for Bendigo
East saying that the amount given to the
Mines Deparllment was a miserable dole, considering the fact that honorable members in
the Opposition corner were rating the Government for being so weak as to spend
money which ought to go into the Trust
Funds.
Mr. HOBERTSON stated that he desired
to take exception to the remarks that had
been made by honorable members, especially
the honorable member for Allandale, as \ven
as other honorable members representing
shires in more remote parts of the State.
The fact must not be 108t sight of that oldestablished shires were the largest producing
shires. Notwithstanding the fact that they
might be the wealthiest shires, still the
largest amoullt of production came from· the
old· established shires, and it would never do
for the Government to lose sight of the fact
that their roads and bridges must be kept in
good repair. Where there were five or six
main trunk roa.ds converging near a city like
Melbourne, although those roads and bridges
had received subsidies in the past, it must be
remembered that this wae many years ago,
and that they were wearing out. He had no
. objection to the development of the country,
either in the Manee or in the remote parts
of Gippsland, but he would point out that
in such shires as that of Tambo, to which
allusion had been made, where there was such
a small amount of rates paid, the land must
be of very poor quality, and therefore it aonld
not be capable of producing very much. He·
wished to impress on the Ministry the view
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that where there was a large production
the roads and bridges should receive support.
He did not wish that those roads and bridges
should get all the subsidy, but they should
get a fair share of it. He trusted that the
Premier would stick to his guns ill this
matter, and while he (Mr. Robertson) would
like to see the. old shires get a grant without
any restricti0ns, still he believed it was wise
to make the condition of requiring lOs. in the
£1, as mentioned in the schedule.
Mr. COLECHIN expressed the opinion that
the Premier was perfectly right ill adhering
to th8 condition of lOs. being spent by
the councils for every £ 1 advanced. He
thought a. great mistake had been made in
the past with reference to the matter of the
classitication of shires from first class up to
sixth class. He believed it would be a very
good thing if, when the Premier and his colleagues were travelling through the country,
they took a reliable expert with them, and
examined some of the land, more especially
such land as the honorable member for Dandellonghad been recently selling-land which had
been annually valued at from :~Os. to £5 an
acre, but which on sale averaged a price of
£25 an acre. Some of the large land-owners
in the past had by their influence as shire
coullcillors compelled the council officers to
value their land a.t ridiculously low rates,
and while these valuable lands had been
bringing in a fair amount in rates, still he
considered that the assistance which had been
granted by past Governments in connexion
'''ith them had been most unfair to the poor
shires. He hoped the Government would lay
on the table how this money was to be
allocated, so that honorable members might
see for themselves where it was to be spent.
Mr. BOWSER stated that ill the
working of the measure he was afraid that
the principle laid down ill item 1 r11ight
have the effect of keeping out the poorer
shires. It might ue quite within the means
of one shire-one of the older shiref:, the
more intensely producing shires-to contri£1 for £1, of other shires to contribute 15s.,
and others] Os., but other shires might not
be able to contribute at all, and the effect
of the condition in the item might be to tie the
hands of the Minister, so that, although he
might decide the case on the merits-which
he ought to do in any event-it would be
impossible for a particular shire, although on
the merits it was entitled to a grant, to take
advantage of the proposal, from the fact that
it was unable, in consequence of the sparselypopulated nature of the country, to contribute
the amount required. It must be remem-
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bered that this particularly applied to parts
which were being opened up by the very
men who most reg uired assistance - those
who went into the remnants of the State to
cultivate the balance of the pubiic landsnow very small and poor illdeed. It was
those men who most needed the as.',istance of
the grant who might, by the condition that
was laid down, be pract.ically excluded from
any advantage. Therefore, he would snggest
to the Premier tha,t there shOli.ld be inserted
after "lOs." the words" or nny less sum in
the discretion of the Minister." This would
provide for the shires that were most ill need
of assistance.
The amendment was \vithdrawn.
Mr. MORRISSEY remarked that in conncxion with the expenditure of this £30,000,
if it was going to be distributed on the lines
. indicated by the Minister of Mines, he (Mr.
Morrissey) for one was satisfied. The
Minister had clearly indicated that it was
the intention of the Go\'ernment to expend
this money, or the major portion ·of it, in districts that were capable of development. This
would assist settlement and assist in the increase of production. If this general principle
were adopted, it could not fail to be to the
benefit Of the country as a whole. The
Minister also indicated that he would not
disregard the claims of allY shire whatever
its classification might be-even if it was a
first class shire it mIght he entitled to share
in the grant. As the Minister had pointed
out, a first class shire might haye a riding
comprising very poor country in which there
was very lit,tle settlement, so th!1t there was
no possibility of obtaining any large amonnt
from rates in the localit.y. In a case of that
sort it was only fair that even a first class
shire should, as far as this particular riding
was ooncerned, have its claims considered
Judging from the remarks of t.he Minister of
Mines, he thought the matter might safely
be left, as regarded the expenditure, in the
'hands of the Minister of Public Works.
Later on, if it was found that the Minister
Lad 1ll0t; d<me his duty, the Assembly could
call him to aecount.
Mr. MACKINNON observed that of
course this £30,000 was a very large sum,
and while they all admitted that great
benefit could be d~rived in certain districts
from the constrnction of roads, he desired to
draw the Treasurer's attention to the fact
that last year there was a sl1m of £34,000
provided for roads and bridges, of which
£20,000 was given as an indefinite lump
sum. That £:30,000 with this .£30,000
made £50,000. Two years before there was
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a sum of £28,000 provided for the same
purpose. What he (Mr. Mackinnon) wanted
to know was whether the whole of the
£34,000 appropriated last year had been
spent ~ He understood that the 'rreasurer
intended to ask for more mouey for rr)ads
and bridges on the next, Estimates, and he
thought honorable members should know
. how much had been spent, recently in this
direction.
:Mr. BI!:NT.'-:'r think it is' about £16,000
out of the £30,000.
~fr. BO WSER said he w<llllid ask the
Premier whether he would agree to the
amendment he (Mr. Bowser) ha.d snggested,
to insert after "lOs." the words "or any
less sum in the Minister's discretion" ?
Mr. BENT,"":""'-No; I deliberately put in the
lOs.
The item was agreed to.
Mr. ROBERTSON drew attention to item
2-" Survey of Tooleybuc water scheme,
£1,500."
He said he trusted thut any
remarks he had to make on this item would
not be considered by members representing
this particular part of Victoria as in any way
hostile to the expenditure of £1,500 on the
survey of the Tooleybuc water scheme. The
reason he spoke was because he objected to
the principle of the Government in gQing
into new district.s and doing piolleering work
when there were old works in Vietoria which
had been passed by the Rail wt'\,,)'s Standing
Committee, and which ought to be ~ncluded
in this schedule. They had the assurance of
the Minister of Water Supply during his
electioneering campaign, as reported -iII the
daily papers, that it would be one of his first
duties to see that those who did not receive
water ill the past-who had water schemes
and channels constructed, bnt ha.d not headworks, and whose schemes suffered from want
of water-that it would be one of his first
duties to see that these people should be provided for. Yet, they had here an expenditure
which, small as it was, was a differentiation
from the principle laid down 1i>y the Minister of
Water Supply. This was, he (Mr. Robertson) took it, going on with new works,
whereas there were old works 011 which a
large amount of Governmen t money had
been all'eady expended and which required
completion.
Mr. BENT.-This is simply a surv:cyh ere is no otber expenditure proposed.
Mr. ROBERTSON stated that the next item
proposed the expenditure of £301000 for
"water conservation and irrigation, as the
. Governor in Council may direct." There 'yas
an instance w~ich he knew in which £14,000
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of Government money had been spent on a
site for national waterworks sinee about 1889,
Mr. MORRISSEY.- \-Ve will not spend any
more there.
Mr. ROBERTSON said that there was a
large amount of Government money expended, returning practically no interest,
and yet there was a large irrigation
scheme suffering for want of' head-works,
and here the Government were launching
out into new works. He would like an assuranc~e from the Treasurer that that was
not the prineiple Oll which this Government
intendeci to proceed. He wished to make
clear the fact that he in no way objected to
the survey of the Tooleybuc scbeme. He
believed it was quite possible that it might
be of great use indeed to develop that
particular scheme, but the principle of "pening up new works when old works required
attention was what he objected to, especially
when honorable members had the assurance
of the :\1inister of 'Vater Supply, when he
was making his electioneering speeches, that
it was the intention of the Government to
develop the old works.
Mr. BENT observed that this item of
£1,500 was Silllply for surveying.. It was
not intended to be spent on the work itself,
and he believed it would be a very long
time before that was come to. The Government might as well know what the coun~ry
was like. The next item of £30,000 was a
differen t matter al together.
Mr. ROBER l'·soN.-\V'hat about completing
and ,perfecting existing works?
Mr. W AT1'.- Wait till we get another surpIllS.
Mr. EWEN CAME RON (Glenelg') asked
if the Government had reserved the area
which they proposed to irrigate with the
Toolt!ybllc scheme, or was it competent for
anybody to take up the land? It seemed a
mistake to embark on that scheme if speculators could take upthe land now and benefit
by the expenditure of Government money
afterwards. He hoped the area would be
reserved until the Government could effectually deal with it.
Mr, BRwr.-That is quite right.
The iteral was agreed to.
Mr. YO RRISSEY drew attention to the
item "Water Conservation and Irrigation
as the Governor in Council may uireet.
£:30,00::>," and asked if the Treasurer would
indica.te in whitt way this sum was to be
spent~

Mr. LEVIEN stated that he would'like a
little information about this item. It was
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a large sum. Were irrigation works proposed, and if so \\' here? "Yas it proposed to
enter upon expenditure for irrigation? This
item did not mention the making of irrigation
works, but said " Irrigation."
~lr. BENT remarked
that when he
brought this item of £30,000 down, the
Minister of Water Supply looked at him and
said he. wanted £300,000. This £:W,OOO
was all that he could afford to start with.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-It i8 about a' day'~
work.
Mr. BENT.-Yes. It would not buy that
bit of land that the honorable member for
Glenelg had spoken about. It was simply a
drop in the bucket. It was intended, as the
:Minister of vVater Supply had already said,
to take up t.he works as suggested by;v) r.
Irvine and to carry out that policy. The
Government had a spare £:30,000, and that
sum had simply got to go as far a~ possible.
Sir ALEXANDER PF.AcocK.-Then this is
to continue the natiolJal works authorized by
,the last Parliament 1
Mr. BE~T said he was afraid to use the
term" national" in speaking of 30,000 notes
for water supply.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Is it for the
continuation of the Waranga works to
supply the Mallee with water?
Mr. BENT said it mig'ht be another case.
He had heard of a town that wanted to
borrow another £5,000. It might be for
that.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCIc-Sllrely we
ought to know what we are going to work
upon.
.
Mr. BE~T said the intention was that it
would go into the channels. He did not call
this any part of the national scheme.
He
simply had 30,000 notes, whereas it was iutended in time to spend three times
£300,000.
Mr. PRENDERGAST observed that he
objected to the unsatisfactory nature of the
Treasurer's reply.
He wanted to know
exactly where this money wus to be spent.
If it was a mere drop in the bucket, it was
no good frittering away a pound here and a
pound there all over the mallee in cOllnexion
with the water supply.
If the Government wanted to do unythillg with it, it would
have to be concentrated somewhere. Where
did the Government intend to spend this
money, and what kind of start did they
intend to make? Did they intend to commence the channels outside the ,\-Varanga
Basin with ",,·hich they were progressing now,
or did they intend to spend it somewhere
else, and take the water from the Murray?
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It would be a mere sop again.
It would be'
a case of one man applying for a bit of
machinery here, another for a drain there,
and the result would be a dead loss to the
comm~mity.
The money would be thrown
away, and the Committee were entitled to
more defiuite information as to what was to
be done with it.
Mr. BEN'lo.-Yf e are going on with the
work.
Mr. 'V AUDE asked if it was intended to
advance some of thi~ money to the water
trusts which were already behind again in
their intere~t, although their liabilities had
been wiped out some time ago? There was
one trust up Swan Hill way which not only
had capital and interest wiped off hy the
State, but had actually let its machinery
become spoiled, and then recently came
down in a depntatioll to ask the Government
to find means to keep in order the machinery
that they had not kept in order themselves.
Mr. GRAY.- That is not up Swan Hill way.
You are mistaken there.
Mr. \V ARDE asked if it was the in:;ention
of the Govermnent to assist water trusts to
the extcllt that the Treasnrer bad indicated
when he said that some of this money might
be intended to assist one trust with £5,000
here, and another with .£3,000 there?
Mr. E. H. CAMERON (Evel;1j1/) stat-ed
that this money was to earry on the works
that were now in progress.
Mr. J. W: BUJLSON (F~·tzro.y).-What
works?
Mr. E. H. CAMERON (.1i'velyn)'.-The
works at Waranga Basin. There were no
fcwer thall fonr or five contracts there, and
the contractors required money to pay as the
work went on. The loan money was exhausted, and this money was to be voted out
of revenne.
Mr. J. "V. BrLT.soN (Fitzroy). -Then it is
not intended to use it anywhere else?
Mr. E. H. CAlVIERON (Evelyn).-No.
Mr. LEVJEN remarked that in his district
there was some work that had been
promised to be done when money was avail·
able. This work would cost about £'),500,
and the shire council had gnaranteed the
payment of the interest on this expenditure.
He would like to know whether the Government could not go on with snch a work as
the extension of mains from the main Geelong
supply in order to give a domestic and stock
snpply to farms near Bell-post Hill ?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-rrhat would
never come out.of a vote for surpius revenue.
Mr. LEVIEN.- ~Thy not. 7
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Sir ALEXA~DEn, PEAcocK.-Good gracious!
Mr. ROBERTSON observed that the reWhat sort of a principle would we be en- marks of the .leader of the Opposition in his
first speech were appr0priate when he said
couraging?
Mr. EEl''l' (to 1\1:r. Levien).-The answer that the Government should only go on with
has been given by the Minister of Public those works which could be completed with
Works, and I cannot give any other.
the amount of the grant so as to make them
Several HONORABLE ME~lBEns. - Hear, reproductive at once. It would be very bad
policy to dole ont little sums piecemeal, and
hear.
MJ·. LEVIEN said of course that sta,te- to have a number of works ~oing on which
ment bv the Treasurer obtained cheers. would give no return. He admitted that
Before the Committee voted this money for many of the water trusts did get amounts
new works he wanted to know whether old written off' which were not justified, but there
works, whose extension had been needed for were other water trusts which would be
a, long time, were not to recei ve some at- glad to restore the amount written off if
tentioll? The Governmeut had promised to the Government would carry out the original
do t.he particular work he had mentioned promise and gi ve them head-works. He knew
when money was available.
one specific instance where the owners of land
Hir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-1'o make a would be only too glad to restore the amount
written off'to-morrow if they could get. the
free grant 1
Mr. LEVIEN said he was not suggesting water that was promised them in the begina free grant at all. These were works that ning. He would remind the leader of the
should be done, anq, the shire council had Opposition that all irrigation trusts were
guaranteed interest on the expenditure.
not alike. Some of them were in a very bad
Sir ALEXAl'DER PEACOCK.-But this vote state indeed, but they must not all be put in
the same category.
is a free grant.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said then
~fr. LEVIE~ said that was all the more
he was to understand that this item was
reason why it should be objected to.
Mr. BENT' said that this amount of actually a contiuuation of the national work
money was out of surplus revenue. Any authorized by Parliament eighteen months
promises made in the ordinary way would be ago, and that the money was to be spent in
fulfilled in the ordinary way. There was that direction?
Mr. BENT.-That is what the Minister of
nothing to fear at all.
Public Works says. .
Mr. PRE~DERGAST remarked thn,t a
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said then
number of the waier trusts had not behaved that was all right, as the CGmmittee underwell ill the past. Many got their liability stood it.
both fl1r principal and interest reduced.
The item was agreed to.
Mr. BENT.-The Minister of Pl1bli~ \-Vorks
Mr. McLEOD drew attention to the item
has told you that this money is to be spent '" Mining Developmentand Boring for Goldand
at Waranga.
Coal, £30,000." He said that all the sums
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that if that that had been previollsly I:lpellt under the
were so some of it would probably go on the Mining Development Acts had ~een spent
channels that ran throngh some of the trust out of loalls.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Those loaus
terri'tories. If the money was all t'o be spent
in natIOnal works that was a different thing, have been repaid out of revenue.
Mr. McLEOD said that was so; the money
but the Government should have stated t.hat
distinctly in the Bill. Since the period when was comin~ back. Last yea.r all the unthe liabilities of the water trnsts fGlr prin- expended balances under the Mining Developcipal and interest were reduced, some of the ment Acts that had been voted by the House
trusts· hall again gone behind in their inte- from time to time were practically written
rest, and were o\ving between £15,000 and off, and only a small sum was set apart
£16,000 that apparently would not be paid. at that time. This year he did not propose
To give any of those water trusts any of to ask for anything out of loan money. rrhe
this money to deal with would be to gi'1e Government considered that with this amount
them a premium to repudiate their interest vut of revenue to supplement the Sllm tha.t
again, so that they would get more assistance would appear 'op. the Estimates, they
from the Crown to pay the interest which would have all that they could fairly
spend during the year.
This amount
they owed.
Mr. E. H. CAMERON (Evpl;lJn). - They was purely supplementary to the sum which
would be put on the Estimates. Out of this
won't get a penny of this amonnt.
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£30,000, the sum of '£20,000 would be spent
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that he
in grants to co-operative parries and to wanted an assnrauce that where drills were
registered companies under that portion of the being llsed, especially in boring for coal, and
Mining Development Act.
in boring for gold to some extent, they would
Mr. BAILEs.-In accordance with the be kept away from private property. Coal
had been discovered with the Government
Mining Developmellt Act?
drill in Gippsland, bllt men cou,ld n0t mine
Mr. McLEOD.-Yes, under the provisions the coal without coming to terms with a
{)f the Act. The su~n of £5,000 wOllld be private land-owner, who wanted such an ex.expended in procurirog new batteries and orbitant price t hat he kept the men away .
drills. The G overnmeut batteries at. present He hoped the drills wonld not be used for
were almost all small three-head batteries, the purpose of testing private property unless
which would only yl'ush about one arid those who got the drills paid the full value
a half tOllS a dav.
The Government of the labour employed in working them, alld
propose to replace" them with a certain that the drills should never be used for that
number of five-head batteries as fast purpose so 101lg as there was Crown land, or
as possible, and the old t~ree·head bat- lands under the State control, that could be
teries could then be used in the nlountainous tested. He was sorry that the at.titude the
districts which were difficult of access. The Government had adopted in (lonnexion with
Government drills were cumbrous and out of the University had resulted in the loss of
date.
There were two kinds of drills, one a Professor Gregory
Mr. BENT. - Who did that ~
small hand drill, and the other a cumbrous
Mr. Pl{ENDERGAST said that Professor
drill that took several days to put up and
take down again. The Government pro- Gregory was certainly one of the three ablest
posed to purchase some light portable drills geologists in the world, and it was nothiug
that could be taken down in a day, and set short of a national calamity that this gentleup again at some other bore if necessary. man wa,s being allowed to leave our shores
Then '£2,000 was to be devoted to track becanse of the inadequate payment he 1'ecu~tillg.
In this matter hp. proposed to work cei veil. for the services he was rendering to
{)n a different principle. He proposed to ask the University and the Mines Department.
Mr. McLlwD.-He is quite satisfied with
for the assistance of the municipalities in
cutting tracks. He wished the municipalities the amount he receives from the Mines Deto supervise the work and see that the track" partmellt.
Mr. PRENDERGA~T said that the action
were cut where they would eventually be of
some use afterwards as roads for the couutry. in the direction of emasculating the UniverThe balance of £3,000 would be used sity, and in not having it properly endoweC!,
to supplement the ordinary boring vol"e had resulted in Professor Gregory deciding to
()ll ,the
Estimates.
That would make leave Victoria., and go to another part of the
£ 15,000 for boring. These amounts would world. Professor Gregory must have been
snpp~ement the ordinary Estimates when
inadequately remunerated by the ~iilles Dethey came down.
The reason he had partment, because if he had been fully reasked the Treasurer to put those items munerated he would have remained here.
on no\'\' was that the votes \'>'He expended, He was going away to a place where people
and it was important that many of the recognised better the value of his services
minesshollld be assisted as speedilyas possible, than they did here. VVe should have donA
instead of having 'to wait until October or anything in order to retain his services.
November for the :Mining Development Bill With regard to boring for coal, a numher of
to be passed. If this was passed we could he] p drills had been put down uncier his supermany deserving cases now. The principal vision, and a number of others had been put
boring wonld be for gold, and they were down, under whose supervision it was difficult
working on the lines of Professor Gregory's to say. Bores had been put down here and
:reports for the national purpose of indicatillg there without any proper record being kept
the main undergroun(l leads. At present of the results.
Mr. McLEoD.-Private companies bore
the only coal boring being done was with
drills lent to companies. There were at where they like un paying the expenses.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that he would
present no applications for boring for coal,
and he considered, so far as the applications acknow ledge that, but when a party of' men
ill the office at present were concerned, that some time ago wanted to go in for coal mining,
the greater portion of this amount would go and required full information as to the
to gold boring.
results of bores that had been put down,
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this information, irlstead of being easily
available, eould only be obtained with great
difficulty. A record should be kept of the
information ascertained by means .of the
drill, in order to enable any body to go on
the ground which had been te~ted and develop 1he field. Some time ago a gentleman, who then sat on the Government side
of the House, but was now a member of
the Federal Parliament, resolved, in the
interests of the railways, that it was advisable that the ~tate should have a coal mine.
He (1\lr Prelldergast l thought that the
Minister of Mines. and the Premier as well,
in his capacity as 1\:1 inister of Hail ways.
shou.ld, in the case of a discovery being made
of a coal seam which was near a railway
line and easily worked, cast up in their
minds the advantage to the ~tate of developing the seam in the interest of the railways,
su as to save the enormous expense the railways were being put to at present for the
coai they used. This had gone Plst the question of private enterprise, or the question of
individual rights. It was now a question of
considering State rights.
If a seam were
discovered where coal would he available in
large quantities, it wonld be.a wise thing to
reserve this for the use of the State, so that
coal for the railways might be got at a
cheaper rate than atpresellt. In doing this
we should only be following in the lines of
anot)Jer Colony. In New Zealand the State
was mining coal for its rail ways, and the
profit that had previously gone into the
hands of individuals was being shown as a
surplus for the railways at the end of the
year.
He would ask the Premier to give
attention to this matter, and to mal~e an
announcement upon tbis matter now if he had
made up bis mind, so that if a coal seam were
discovered which would be of value to the railways it should be reserved for the rail ways,
and the coal supplied at a cheaper r!1te than
at present.
Mr. McBRIDE stated that he desired to
congratulate the Government on at last
having cecided to purchase modern diamond
drills. For many years he had been urging
that the diamond drills were not suitable for
the work they had to do. They wanted to
take the diamond drills into the mines and
bore at the bottom levels.
That was the
only way in which they eould be of much
use for quartz work. A smaller drill could
be worked very well. He believed that in the
present occupant of the office they had a
practical Minister of Mines, and that he would
do good work.
There was, however, one
thing the Minister should consider in COll-
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nexion with letting ont drills. The conditions in the past were cxorloitant, fur they
provided that the person using them might
have to pay £100 or £200 for diamonds if
they \\'~re lost.
Besides this the people
gett.ing the drills had to pay exorbitant rates·
of wages for the men in.charge of the drills.
Mr. VVU.JKIKS.- What do you call exorbitant rates ~
Mr. McBRIDE said that for each shifli
thev wanted foreman at £4 a week.
gir Ar.JEXANDER PEAcocK.-That is not so;
r have had t<o pay theQI.
:\1r. McBRIDE said that the companies
he had been connected with had not been
able to afford to pay them. He hoped that
they would l)avo a number of these drills
made available throughout the country.
On the question of boring for alluvial leads
he agreed with the leader of the Opposition
with regard to the information obtained by
the boring being made easily available. If
they went through the country they would
find posts where boring had been done, but
no information was to be got ont of this. If
information wa!:! want.ed one had to
write to the Mines Department, and unless one wrote to . a Member of Parliament it would be a long while before
the information required was obtained. ~rhere
was no rE-ason why the result of the boring
shcnIld not be painted on the posts, each
post bearing information as to the quality of
the stuff the bore bad gone through, and as
to the gold prospects, and what the water
was like. If this informatiON were given r
men going along might be able to work these
lands without the formation of a company.
At present there was no means of getting
this information, which was buried in Melbourne. To make the information ayailable
in this way would do very much for mining.
The Minister had mentioned that he. was
going in for diamond drills and batteries,
but there was another way in which he
might assist the miners, and that was by
obtaining some small pumping plants. He
knew of districts where the lel1.ds could be
worked if assistance of this kind were given,
and on which from [;0 to 60 men would find
employment, if a small pumping plant were
provided. On every field there were shallow
leads where there was too much water for
the individual miner to cope with, and
he hoped that the Minister of . Mines when
buying drills would obtain one of these plants,
and would also see that the information
about the borings was given. It was to be
hoped that they would have a mnch larget
sum of money to develop mining than was
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provided f0r under this Bill. III the old days
they used to get £25(l,000, and nQlw only a
sum of £30,OUO was to be distr!buted.
t;ie ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-They didn't
get any last year.
Mr. :McBH.IDE.-Very little assistance
conld be given throughout the whole State
with £30,000 or even with £50,oUO. He
believed that an expenditure of £80,000 a
year was II ecessary.
Mr. GAU~SON said that he was glad to
hear the leader of the Opposition refer to
boring for coa.l. He did not quite follow
what the honorable member meant when
he spoke of the drills being used upon
private property.
From his (Mr. Gauntion's) reeollection, the law was that the
coal did not belong to the owner of the
land. I-Ie thought that one of our Acts
His
made specitic provision for that.
I'ecollection was that, nQ matter what the
age of the title might be-whether the title
extended from the beginning of this depen. dency, or, as it was called, the district of
Port Phillip, up to the present time-all
were in the same category. The coal did
not belollg to the owner of the land, and the
position in regard to mining for coal on
pri vate property was the same as mining' for
gold. He hoped the importance of this subject would impress itself strongly on the
attention of honorable members. Look at
the enormous sum of money that was sent
oLltof this State to New ~ollth Wales for
coa1. It was a disgrace to us. There were
coal rings in Victoria. Poor creatures in the
depth of winter had to purchase sixpennyworth or a shillillg's-worth of coal. .I twas
infamous when they came to think of it.
"Vhy could not the Government of this comllllmity be socialistic enough not merely to
own rail ways, but coal mines, and work them
as they did in Prussia?
:Mr. PLlENDERGAsT.-And in New Zealand.
:\1r. GAUNSON said they did in other
vast countries where they began to know a
thiug or two. VVe should then have scores
of thousands of people ellrrting good wages,
the community would have cheap coal, a,nd
they would not have coal rings here.
That
l'eminded him of a story. There was a smart
Yankee here once who said-"I say, stranger,
what do you pay your Commissioner of
Rail ways here?" He was told that we paid
£3,50J a year.
"Great Scot!" said the
Yankee, "we would give that amount per
year to manage the railways." Did not
honora.ble members understand? Did they
think that with sllch enormous contraqts
there was no boodle? He augured much
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from a man of the ability of the Premier, and
if the honorable gentleman's life and health
were spared, as he hoped it would, he
believed that he would be able to do great
things in his generation, and this was one of
He would congratulate the leader of
them.
the Opposition' on calling pointed attention
to it.
Mr. PH.ENDERGAST remarked that with
regard to tenure of lauds on which coal
existed he understood that before a certain
year-he thought it was 1895 or 1897-the
Mining on Private Property Act came in.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Ill 1884; I
think the Act was passed in 1890 or 1891
dealing with the coal measures.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that it provided that in the case of allY land the title of
which was granted sinee that period one
could go to the warden and compel the owner
to come to terms about surface compensation,
and in regard to any title that existed within
that period, the owner could decline to come
to terms without askillg for extravagant
compensation.
rrherefore, it was prohibitive, because they would not accept reasonable compensation.
The item was agreed to.
Mr. BENT called attention to the item,
"Flinders-street H.ailway Station (£20,000 to
be spent from railway revenue in addition),
£60,000:" and said he had the plans of the
building in his hand. Already £14,000 had
been expended upon the foundations. It was
estimated that to construct the building of
brick faced with cement would cost £148,000.
It was proposed to expend £80,000 this
year. It was estimated that the Department
would receive £ 12,000 from t.he shops, and, in
addition, t~e necessary accommodation for
the railway officials would be provided. It
would be remembered, perhaps, that when he
handed the rail ways over to Mr. Shiels he
(Mr. Bent) had plans prepared with shops.
He found the ot/her day that the plans provided a building without shops. He protested, and insisted that there should be
~hops.
It app·eared to him ridiculous that
land worth more than £200 or £300 a foot
should be llsed simply for the accommodation of the station-ma.ster and the bmplighters.
An HONORABLE ME:\IBH:H.~'Vho knocked
out the shops ~
Another Ho~oRABLE MEMBER.-The man
from Canada.
Mr. McGREGOR.-Does the plan provide
for a brick building?
Mr. BENT.-Yes, with cement facings.
He stated during his election contest that this
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was one of the works he felt justified in
floating a loan for, becallse it would not only
pay interest and the sinking fund but would
pay for its cost in a short time. But the
surplus came along, and now he proposed to
use £60,000 of it for this purpose. Tenders
would be called within the next' three
months. The bottom of the building was to
be of bluestolle and granite.
Mr. ELMSLIE sa'id he was very sorry to
hear that the Minister of H.ailways had de'cided to construct this national work in what
he (Mr. Elmslie) considered to be mud. If
reported correctly, the Minister had stated
that he had decided to use cement instead of
stone, as there wouid not be time to prepare
the stone work. rrhis was a remarkable
hurry to get into all at once seeing that the
station had been lying in its present state for
some years.
Mr. BENT.-I never ceased going on ,vith
the work.
Mr. ELMSLIE said he begged to differ
from the honorable ~entlemall.
Mr. BENl'.-I ought to know better than
you.
Mr. ELMSLIE said it had not been gone
on with at any rapid rate. If it was desired to
use stone the stone could be prepared as
quickly as it was desirable to erect the
building.
An immense building of that
kind used for a railway station with all the
vibration from the heavy goods traffic, and
frum the traffic in the street, and seeing that
it was erected on such land, ough.t to be
erecled very slowly, and certainly not too
quickly.
In addition to that the building
would have to be erected before the cement
could be put upon it. If built of brick with
stone dressings it could be erected just as
rapidly as with brick and cement. He would
like to advance another argument why stone
should be used in preference to cemellt. We
had no cement manufactured here suitable
for the facings of buildings. ""Ve had cement
manufactured in some portions of thl~ State
excellent for making concrete, but no~
suitable for cementing buildings. Thf?refore,
it wonld be necessary to llse imported
cement, and fully 80 per cent. of the cost of
the cement would be sent out of the country.
Instead of finding, employment for our own
people we would be sending that money
away, principally to Germany, where most
of the cement came from. If stone were
used in the construction' the whole of the
money that it would cost-and he was told'
it would cost £25,000 more for stone t.han
for cement-would be expended here, whilst
the extra stability given by the stone for

such a huge national building would make
that sum a mere flea-bite. ·While we had
such immense deposits of freestone in Victoria undeveloped, or but little develc>ped,
it was wrong to send a\\'ay this sum of
money to other countries. rrhis, too,' was a
building that would be erected, or shoLlld be
erected, for all time, and should, therefore,
be erected of the most serviceable material
procurable, instead of using an imitation of
stone. If constrncted in cement false joints
would have to be llsed and coloured in
imitation of stOlley and every two or three,
years it would be necessary to paint the
cement. A paragraph appeared in the Age
a few days a.go referring to the fact that the
nsual coat of paint was to be given to Governmeut House. It would be necessary, where
cement was used, to paint the building, and
this would be an addition to the cost, and
that should be taken into consideration. He
hoped the Millister of Hailways would see
his way clear to have the facings of the building done with stone. The architects, who
eQuId not possibly have any personal
interest in the building, were anxious to interview the Minister and show him how he
could erect a good building at a much lower
cost than was proposed. If the question of
cost was to be considered the building might
just as well be erected of galvanized iron.
".,. e had immense deposits of freestone at
Stawell, Bairnsdale, and Moorabo~l, near
Geelong. If the Bairnsdale quarries were
opened out freestone which could not be
excelled in the world could be got.
Mr. GAUNSoN.-That is cquite true.
Mr. ELMSLIE said it seemed to him that
this was a wrong policy to adopt when we
had these fine deposits of stone. He believed
that the architects, builders, and masons
could show where even with this plan thousands of pounds could be saved as far as
freestone was concerned, whilst at the same
time the building would be made strong and
good. In Collins-street all the financial institutions recognised the advisability and the
necessity of putting IIp substantial buildings,
and they constructed them of stone. This was
done with the idea of showing the people that
they were solid and substantial institutions.
Surely this huge national building, which
would be the finest building in the State if
completed with stone, should be constructed
in such a manner that it could be looked
Upvll with pride al'ld satisfaction and so that
the vibration of the traffic would not injure
it. At the Records Office, which was one of
the last buildings erected with st ucco, the
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cement work was all cracking, and the same
thing would happen with this proposed
building.
Mr. BENT.-The foundation is cracked
there.
Mr. ELMSLIE. said he was not aware of
that fact, but he would take the honorable
gentleman's word fur it. He had worked on
that building, and he had never worked on
ftny building in which a more honest and
solid foundation was put in. He felt sure
that the cracks were not all due to the foundations, but to shrillkage of the cement.
rl'he best cement was not used here; most of
it was too hot, and would shrink and lead
For the
perhaps to very serious accidents.
sake of a few pounds we ought not to spoil
such a magnificent building as this should be,
and we ought to encourage the df'velopment
of onr quarrying industry.
Mr. TOUrrCHER remarked that he was
very glad to hear the honorable member for
Albert Park, as a practical expert, urging on
the Minister of Railways the advisability of
having stone facings for this magnificent
building.
An HONORABLE ME~IBEH.-YOU have a
quarry at Stawell.
Mr. TOUTCHER said t.hat was so, and he
There was
wished to put in a w@rd for it.
some magnificent stone in Stawell, aud the
Treasurer proposed to use it for the completion of the Public Museum. As a quarry
wOlilld be opened for that purpose the tstone
might be used for this building also.
Mr. HANNAH saidhe desired to say a few
words upon this question. He thought it
was necessary to make a still greater alteration than that suggested, and that was for
the itlcluf:l.ion of a larger number of shops.
He was sorry to think that already about
five plans had been Fubmitted to the Government of the day, and at this late hour there
were Ollly some five or six shops to be made
on the face along Flinders-street. Who was
responsible for this he was not prepared to
say, but he th(!)Ught honorable members
would agree with him that it was unwise to
allow such a splendid opportunity to be
thrown away when there was so much
revenue at our hand. He desired to urge
upon the Minister of HaiHvays to stand firm
.for the inclusion of at least twenty more shops.
As to the use of stone for the facings, he
agreed with the honorable member for
Albert Park that in the construction of such
an important building it was wise to look at
the first cost. In the case of other Government buildings, particularly the rail way
offices at Spencer-street, it had been found
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that they required to be renovated e,-ery few
years. Now the new railway station would
have to stand the test of the continual vibration of the trains passing to and fro. If the
Premier would only carry out what he (Mr.
Hannah) believed to be his intention of
establishing a State brickyard, he would
obtain the sympathy and support of a very
large number of people \",ho had to spend
money at presen t in the erection of brick
buildings, because it was known as a positive
fact that for the last five or six years the
public had been ill the hands of a very poworful combine so fa-r as the brick-making industry was concerned. The Government were
now in a position to smash up such a combine. It could be proved that this combine
had been getting out of the people of this
State about lOs. per thousand more for their
bricks than they were justly entitled to. If
the Premier would show a sufficient amount
of backbone in connexioll with that matter
he would have cause in the futnre to l(1)ok
back upon his action with a great deal of
satisfaction, because he would smash what
had been undoubtedly for a number of years
a curse to the building trade and to those
wishing to build in Melbourrie and suburbs.
Mr. HUTCHINSON said he desired to
support the case so ably put by the honorable
member for Albert Park. There seemed to
be a general wish in connexion with what
was intended to be a permanent structure,
and as the design seemed to show a noble
one also, tbat if the cost was not greatly in
excess of the cost of brick and cement, the
work should be done in stone; first, on the
ground of durability, and secondly, because
it wonld lead to the opening up of ~ome of
the magnificent quarries we had in Victoria
-quarries that contained almost unlimited
supplies of splendid freestone. HE:' had not
the practical experience that the honorable
member for Albert Park possessed, but he
had a personal knowledge of the Stawell
freestone. He had been to the quarry where
the stone was obtained in unlimited quantities, and he knew that buildings that had
been erected with the Stawell stone nearly a
quarter of a century ago were standing today with the stone harder and more beautiful
than when it waiS first cut out of the quarry.
As had already been pointed out, the Premier
had done splendid work in breaking up the
brick combine, and he (Mr. Hutchinson) was
quite satisfied that if the honorable gentleman
were to make the attempt he would be able
to secure a supply of the stone from theVictorian quarries at a price that would
enable him to accept a tender for the
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completion of the buildings in Victorian freestone at a figllre not greatly in excess of the
(;stimated cost of the work ill brick and
cement. The matter was one that should
receive full consideration at the hands of the
Cabiuet.
Mr. BEARD stated that, as a practical
builder, he desired to say a word as to the
proposed mode of construction flf the new
railway station.
He must reiterate the.
argumellt of the honorable member for
Albert Park with regard to the cement to
be used ill the cornices and other dressings.
There was 110 doubt in the mind of any
practical man that €ement would not stand
the intense vibration, that would take place
in this particular building. Ally ubservant
person would notice that in any building, no
matter how solid the foundation, the cement
dressings were liable to crack anywhere, but
that danger was greatly increased in buildings where there was any vibration, particularly in a building. which had large
openings right throughout its whole length.
"£he Flinders-street viaduct was practical1y
a solid structure, yet it had had to be repaired at various times owing to the vibrution
of the traffic going over it. If the dressings
in the new station building were made of
native freestone, honorable members would
have reason in the future to be proud of the
fact that they had not allow~ld eement to be
used instead. Some of the Victorian fr~e
stone was really first-class. It was of ~plepdid
colour, and as time went on· it became
hardened by the weather, and, instead of
deteriorating, it increased in its intrinsic
value. His own opiniun was tbat; a large
amoun~ of the dressings and the ornamellta,tion that appeared ill the original plan of
:this building could be eliminated, and thus
ma.ke a considerable saving without detriment to the architecture of the building, or
to its utility as a station. If that was taken
out and put into ordinary dressings. the
cornices, the window mouldings. aud a large
:part of dle tower could be done in brick, with
ordinary dressings, in the same way. 1f this
were done the resul.t would be a handsome
and durable building, and one that would
fulfil (Ill the necessary conditions, and it
,would be a building that the country would
have reason in the future to be proud of.
)'lr. LEVIEN remarked that the general
opinion of the eommittee was evidently
,favorable to the use of stone faciugs at least
in connexion with this very important building. Ec.onomy was certainly desirable in
regard to all rail way. matters, but in the
erection of an edifice like this in a great city
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like Melbourne there was something to be
said after all about appearances. He had
been mnch impressed with what he had
heard from practical men like the honorable
member for Albert Park and others as to
the inability of a brick building to withstand
·the vibration that would occur with foundations snch as would have to be built upon.
Some experience of this had been gained in
connexion with the old fish market. A considerable sum had to be expended there at
one time to strengthen the foundations. A
little further up the hill a very large building had to have a consideraLle sum expended
ulJon it while it was in eOUl'se of construction
owing to the faulty foundation. It would
be very undesirable indeed for the new
station building to be found defective in that
way. He understood that the additional
cost of using stOlle would be only from
£20,000 to £25,000. That was certainly not
an inconsiderable sum, but it was liluch better
to spend money in erecting a really good
and presentable building than to put up a
structure that would Hot be satisfactory.
It was desirable to utilize our own local stone
as far as possible, and to save the cost of
cement. He had learnt to·night what he
was unaware of before-that the whole of the
cement required for this building would have
to be imported, and that was an important
point for the Premier to consider. Honorable
members were not asked to commit; themsel ves 110W to either brick or stone, but.he
was sure t.he Premier would take notice of
the generally expressed opiuion that our
own quarries should be opened up in two or
three places where excellent stone was known
to exist. The Moorabool stone was very
easily worked, and there was al80 excellent
freestone; ,nothing better eould be obtained
anywhere.
He was glad that the Premier
determined some time ago that he would not
go to .New South Wales for freestone.
It
was true that the Stawell stone was rather
expensive. but there were several others that
were excellent in q nality, and he ven turecl to
say that by the exercise of a little pressure
the Government could construct a building
of this stone at a cost not much exoeeding
that of brick. It was to be hoped that the
Premier would give the matter further consideration, and if the difference in the cost
was only £20,000 or £30,000, the honorable
gentleman should certainly give preference
to the stone.
Mr. COLECHIN observed that Coli insstreet and other streets in Melbourne contained s6me of the finest buildings in the
wbole of Australasia, and they were made
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with the Victorian stone.
It was to be
hoped that the Premier would take into consideration the statements that had been made
by experts, and particularly the statement
thl:tt with slight alterations in the specifications to red 110e the amount of stone work, the
increased cost of using stone for the facil1gs
would not be more than £ 12,500. He agreed
with the honorable mem bel' for Barwon that
the Moorabool stone was quite equal to the
Stawell stone, and could be obtained at
a lesa cost. Therefore. he hoped that the
Moorabool stone would be used. He was informed by those who were best able
to judge, that this stone was :;plendidly
adapted for building pu~rposes, and that
wherever it had been used throughout
Victoria it haa. been a great success.
The Chief Secretary would remember some
property in South Yarra, built with cement
fronts, where the rain went right through,
so that the fronts, had to be painted every
year to keep the rain out. J t would be a
very great mistake, not only from that poiut
of view, but from the point of view urged by
the honorable members for Albert Park and
Jika Jika, to llse cement in the erection of
the Flinders-street railway station.
The
vibration would be a very seriolls matter.
He hoped the Premier and the Government
would not run the risk of getting into bad
odollr by erecting in Flinders-street a very
much worse' building than the one in
Spencer street for the sake of a paltry
£12,000. He hoped they would have such
alterations made as would result in a building that would do credit to Victoria.
Mr. McGREGOR asked if £162,000 was a
correct estimate?
:Mr. BENT.-Yes.
:1\11'. McGREGOR said there was a statement in the Ar,qus a little while ago that the
Flinders-street station would cost £4i5,OOO.
Mr. BENT.-That includes the relaying of
the mils. The £162.000 is for the building
shown 011 the plan, and £14,000 has already
been expended.
:Mr. McGREGOR said, that. if Sydney
stone was used it would increase the cost
£25,000.. and if Stawell stone was used it
would increase the cost £43,000. The
Premier would do well to listen tO,what had
been said by the practical men in this
Chamber, and defer doing anything until he
was perfectly assured as to whether it would
not be better to build in stone instead of
brick. The cost of frequent painting would
more than co'ver the interest on the extra
£43,000.
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:Mr. KEOGH remarked that he listened
with much pleasure to the speech of the
honorable member for AIbert Park, who
stated the case for stone very ably iudeed.
The honorable member showed that there
was first-class stone in different part.s of
Victoria. It was all a question of expense.
There was a difference of £25,000 between
stone Imd cement, but if cement was used
the £25,000 would go out of Victoria, whereas
if stone was used the money would be spent
in the State. Again. if cement was used,
the building would' have to be painted and
kept in repnir, so that he believed that pretty
well the whole of the difference would thus
be spent. When the I)remier took that fact
into consideration, he would sec t hat there
would be very little saving in using cement,
because more than the interest on the extra
money required for stone would be spent in
painting and keeping a cement front in
repair.
Mr. LAWSON said he desired to bring
under the Premier's notice the advisabi1ity
of sn bstituting granite for bluestone from the
street level to the first floor of the building.
The honorable gentleman would remember
that when the plans were originally drawn
provision was made for using granite, but
subsequently it was thought the building
could be more economically erected, and blnestone was substituted. Now, there was no
great difference between the cost of granite
and bluestone if they did away with the expensive dressing of the granite.
Mr. Tou'l'cHER.-'Where do you get the
grani te from ~
Mr. LAWSON said it could be got from
several quarries, but if the Government were
wise, they would get it from the best q \larry
in Australasia-Harcourt. It was not necessary to poiut out the sllperiority of granite
over bluestone. All the best buildings were
constructed of Harcourt granite, whicb was a
more durable stone, and looked far better.
The est.imated saving in a total cost of
£162,000 was trifling. Therefore, he thought
the Minister might reconsidet· the decision
which had been temporarily arrived at in regard to this question, and revert to the
original specifications. The honorable gentleman knew that tenders were called on the
original specifications, which provided for
granite, but owing to the want of funds the
building could not then be proceeded with.
It was now proposed to substitute bluestone.
He would remind the Premier that in conseq uence of the original specifications the
quarry proprietors incurred considerable expense with a view of beillg able to supply
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the demand for granite, and there was an
assurance given that granite would be '.lsed.
He hoped the "Minister would see t;hat that
assurance was now carried out.
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that he
would ask the Premior to consider the desirability of using more stone in the front of
the building. The honorable gentleman could
see that that was tI-~e consensus of opinion in
the Committee. The honorable member for
Albert Park, tlie honorable member for
Jika Jika and the honorable member for the
Railways Service (Mr. Hannah) were all
pmctical men, two of them on the brick
side of the building trade, and therefore
knew exactly what would be the result of
using cement, and the other a stonemason
by trade. Byadopting their suggestion the
Premier would obviate the cost of repairs.
There were more shops in the ori~inal plans
than were shown on the present plans. The
total cost of the undertaking would be about
£;')00,000, and it was estimated that£12,OOO
a year would be received in rents. That
wonld amount to only 2 per cent. or 2~ per
cent. on the total cost, whereas if the proper
number of shop~ were provided in the front
of the building, and the proper number of
rooms made available for letting, the rentals
would yield at least 5 per cent. on the total
cost. That would cover the 3h per cent. or
4 per cent. which ,,"ould have to be paid for
the borrowed money, and 1~ per cent. or 1
per cent. fot' a sinking fund. Instead of
only eight shops, as at present shown on the
plans, there ought to be at least three times
that number facing Flinders-street.
~1r. BEN'l'.-'Ve supply all the refreshment
rooms, yon must remember.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said there was not
so much necessity for ·those rooms as the
Premier seemed to think at present.
There
was no more necessity for them in the new
'rhere was
building than there was to-day.
plenty of room on thA 1st, 2nd and 3rd floors
for the refreshment rooms, which could be
The
reached by lifts and broad stairs.
{)fficers' rooms might be away from the front.
Mr. GAD ~SO~ remarked that while
honorable members would not expect him to
be an authority on stone, he had been Qbservant, and amongst other beautiful stone
buildiNgs he hacl seen was the court-house at
Bairnsdale. I t would be impossible to im·
prove on the stone used in that building.
He could not say a word against Stawcll
stone. It was hard to work, he admitted,
-and that added to the expense. But there
was one olace in the State to which he wonld
direct the Premier's attention, because it
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contained some of the handsomest stone
structures, the finest palatial buildings lie
had ever Heen. He was alluding to Geelong,
and before the Premier made up his mind on
the question, he would like the honorable
gentleman to institute some specific iIl':Iuiries
about the character of the stone used at
Geelong-whether it .was very durable, or
friable, or as it seemed to him (Mr. Gaunson),
quite fitted for every possible purpose. But
under no circumstances should the Government go out of the State, either for cement,
men, stone, or anything else. Let them stick
to this COUll try.
Mr. BENT said he thought that, to carry
out the character 'of engineer, he ought, perhaps, to adopt the suggestion made by the
honorable member for Castlemaine and Maldon, and take time to consider' this matter.
The various propositions made by honorable
members all round the House would indicate
that it was his duty not to go on with these
plans at pre~ent-not to ereut this building
from mud, because that would be a wicked
thing to do-and perhaps the best course for
him to take would be to withdraw this item
and consider the. matter. Probably they
might take a trip to Sta",.·ell, to see how
things were up there. However, he thought
he would drop the character of engilleer on
this occasion, because he really wanted this
building to be proceeded with. And yet he
got no t.hanks for that. . In fact, the
speech made by the honorable member
for the Railways Service (Mr. Hannah)
proved that he (Mr. Bent) got no credit
for what he had done in regard to this matter.
When he took office as Minister of Rail ways
two years ago, there was a proposal to put
np a three-story building. He (Mr. Bent)
objected, from his knowledge of building, and
induced the Department to make it four storys.
At that time he said there ought to be shops
all along the frontage, because that land was
wortli £250 a foot at a low estimate. He
pointed ont to the Depart-ment the high rents
that were being paid all about that part of
the city. He had offers in all directions, not
only for shops, but for club rooms, for wine
stores, and for places to store softgoods. He
was informed that it would bring in about
£12,000 a year, but he knew a man in this
town who would give £20,000 a year for this
building when completed. He was told that
there was provision in this plan for eleven
shops on the street level, and nine in the
basement. He had no objection at all to
taking the ad vice that was offered to him by
the Opposition, because he want~d to see this
a good building. When the Opposition were
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earnestly willing to give him information, as said that if honorable members would prefer
he believed they were, he was not above that this shonld be postponed until to-morrow,
taking it, and he was obliged to them for it. he could bring sufficient information to
He recognised that wha t had been said to- justify him in asking the committee to vote
niaht
had not beeh said with. a view of pre- this amount for the Walhalla line.
o
ven ting the work from gomg on. or to
The item was postponed.
damage it.
He admitted that there ,yere
Mr. BENT drew attention to the item,
two or three members who were bound "Improvements Elwood Swamp and Point
to bring out, their particular quarries. He Ormond (proceeds from the sale of the land
had been very sweet upon one quarry that so improved may to the amollnt expended
had been referred to. \Vithout mentioning under this item be u~ed for other works
names, it was down Bairnsdale way, bnt he under this Act), £15,000." He said this
had a report that this waa not good stone. El wood Canal had already cost the State
In fact, he brought up the report the other over £80,000, and the interest put into it
day, and handed it to ~he press, thinking ~e made it come to over £100,000, and it was
had something good on; but they handed lt producing little or nothing. The report of
back to him,- and said, "Oh. this won't Mr. Reed, the Surveyor-General, was that
do."
the land was unlit for occupation at present,
Mr. ROBEI1TSoN.-Yon did not think and he recommended that jf another foot
about the old Bacchus Marah quarry, \" here was placed upon the land it would be fit for
the stone for the present Treasury buildings
occupation. Point Ormond was washing away
and the Tilles Office came from?
every day. It was suggested to slope it off~
Mr. BENT said that the trouble occa- to fill up the swamp, sell the land, and then
sionedby the vote of £30,000 for roa?s wali recoup this amount. He had with him a
nothing to the trouble over the ~lll~ of proposed plan of Stl bdivision prepared .b;r ~fr.
stone to be Ilsed in Government bUlldmgs. Reed, anll also another plan of subdIVISion.
He did not like to pay £25,000 extra for The Rail ways Standing Committee had had
stone from Sydney, and he was told also that this matter before them.
the Stawell stone would cost au extra
Mr. GAUNSON.-Do you know the land
£43,000. If the Stawell people eould show intimately yourself?
that it would not cost £43,000 extra, he
Mr. BENT said he did.
would be glad to listen to them. He had
~fr. GAuNsoN.-And do you recommend
this week accepted a tender to do the
front of the new Natural History Museum in it '!
Mr. BENT said he did.
connexion with the Public Library with
Stawell stone. He had all along been in
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Tben let us pass it.
favour of Stawell stone, and assisted the late
Mr. VY ARDE asked if it was the intention
Mr. John Woods in that direction. In fact, of the Government to spend this £15,0;)0 only
he had always supported it. At the same in raising the laud one foot? He understo~d
time he could not be fairly asked to spend that none of this expenditure was to be laId
40 ~dd thousand pounds extra 011 this out ill cleaning or grading the canal or anywork.
thing of that sort.
Mr. TOU'l.'cHER.-Will you consider it if the
Mr. BE~T stated that it was intended
company are prepared to \vaive their rights
where Fuiut Ormond waf) washing away to
to royalty 1
Mr. BENT said he would be prepared to put a concrete wall along the front, when the
listen to them as long as they were ready, like sloping had been done, at a total cost of
£3,001l. This item had nothing at all to do
the brick people, to come down a bit.
with t he canal.
Mr. KEAs'l'.-vVhat about Harcourt?
The item \~'as agreed to.
Mr. BENrr said he was told there was
Mr. WATT drew attention to the item
some schoolmaster up there who had got
He would accept. ~he sugges- " Electri('l Conveyors (Railway) at Geelong
a quarry.
tion of the lpader of the OppolSItlOn to have and Williamstown, £ 11,255." He I:'aid there
this item passed now, and th!:n he would appeared to be a lot more in this item than
undertake to bring the matter again before met the eye.
Mr. BENT observed that he did not think
the Cahinet, and ask them to look into it
he could afford sufficient information to go
once more.
on with this item to-night. In fact, he
The item was agreed to.
Mr. BEN11 drew attention to the item desired to withdraw it from this Bill alto" Towards Walhalla Rail way, £40,000." He gether.
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Mr. PREXDERGAST said he could not
understand the attitude of the Government
in this matter at all. Did the Government
intend to withdraw the whole proposal for
these electric conveyors ~ He knew there
were several companies largely interested
in this matter which had been using
their best influen.ce in all directions to try
to prevent this work from being carried
out. He knew that was the case with the
stevedoring company in connexion with
vfilliamstown. He had no desire to say
-anything against that company loc king after
its personal interests, but if the Hail way Department, with a view to making a profit
out of the business, made a proposal for the
carrying out of this work, there did not
seem to be any justification for withdrawing
the item from the Bill.
There must have
been some rea!:'on actuating the Government
when they put it into the schedule.
Mr. BENT observed that a memorandum
came up to him to-day that thera was not
sufficient informatiou available for him to
explain the item to the Committee. That
being so, it would be foolish orl his part to
go on with it. Anything that the leader of
the Opposition was speaking about could be
dealt with ou the E::;timates.
:\lr. PRE~DERGAST remarked that the
Committee should be placed in full possession
of all the facts whieh had led to the withdrawal of the item. He knew that individuals had been going from member to
mem bel' using their influence to try to get
the item withdrawn from the schedule.
Some other reason for the withdrawal was
necessary than that private influence should
be allowed to decide the matter, because
arguments must have been llsed in the first
place to have it placed upon the schedule at
all. The Treasurer might allow the item
to stand over unt.il to-morrow, when full
information could be gi ven to the Committee .. This work was apparently something that would enable unloading to be
done theaper, because the .{Jri va te companies themselves prop08ed to introduce thiB
peculiar form of carrying the grain, preeisely
in the same way as the Government proposed
to do it. If this work were carried on uuder
Government supervision on Government propelty it seemed reasonable to believe th,lot
the Haihray Department could make a profit
that would enable the railways to pay better
thau they were paying at the present time,
instead of allowing the profits to go to private
iudiddllals. That would be a benefit to the
grain-grower, and the man who grew grain iu
this country had a right to every ad vantage
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that might result from the Rail way Departmeut perfecting its own business. He waS in
a nositiol1 to know that influence had been
at'tempted to be used in this House by a
company that said it would do the same thing
as the Government, and that wanted to draw
the profit itself, whereas Mr. Tait wanted the
Department to do the work themselves and to
make the railways a paying property.
Mr. BOYD stated that whatever the
Government reason mi6'ht be, one very good
reason for withdrawing the item was that the
Railways Standing Committee had a proposition put to them during the last. Parliament to consider the extension of t.he
dock system of Victoria. It was a we11known fact everywhere throughout the
world that the widening and extending of
piers was out of date, and that the dock
system was heiug extended all over the world
in connexion with shipping. The Railways
Standing Committee had made the recomniendation that three sections of the straight
cut should he gone on with.
Mr. BENT remarked t.hat he had s·aid he
would withdraw the item, and it did not
matter what was said, or what reason was
given by the honorable member. He desired
to withdraw the item, because he did not feel
able to give such information as would justify
him ill insisting that the Committee IShould
agree to it.
Mr. ROBERTSON stated that, as one representing the producers, he held the view
that the Committee should act in the interests or" the producers. Certain insinuations
had been thrown out that the Stevedoring
Compa.ny would benefit by the withdrawal of
this particular item, and, on t he other hand,
the Hailways Commissioners put forward
their proposition in the interests of the
prod ueers.
Mr. KEAsT.-'l'he Hailways Commissioners
charge 6d. a ton for unloading where the
stevedoring company will do it for 2~d.
The Commii:lsioners will sweat their men to
make a profit just as they are doing now
at the produce sheds, while the stevedoring
company do not sweat theirs.
~lr. R013ERT~ON said that it might be
tha.t the Railway Departrnent, with its present appliances, charged 6d. per ton to unload
from the truck to the Bhip, but with an electrie system of conveyors that might not be
the charge at all. He did not know who
was right or who wa.s wrong, but it was the
duty of the Committee in the interests of the
producers to arri ve at bed-l'o(;k, and to settle
the matter Oll the principle that work should
be carried out in the interests of the
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production of the State generally. lftheTreal:llrer would take up that position, he would
get his support at any rate.
Mr. BENT.-I intend to do so.
:Mr. ROBERTSON said if the. Treasurer
withdrew the item now, it might not come up
again.
:Mr. BEN'l'.-Oh, yes it will.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOcK.-The Treasurer
says he cannot defend it.
Mr. ROBERTSON said he wanted to see
the item come up again. Honorable members saw the system that had crept in i'll the
butter bnsiness, and how people who had
honestly worked in production had not received the benefit of their labOl,lr. Whether
in the producing or mallufaaturing interests,
the man who worked should get the benefit, of
his toil. This matter was oue that :l.ffect ed
the wheat-growers and the producers generally of t his State, and he believed it was the
duty of the Gov~rnment to go to bed-rock
and £:ind out exactly what the position was.
:Mr. SANGSTEl~ stated that most honorable members who represented producers
would know,.looking back 30 years, that the
farmers had procured the newest machinery
to enable them to get in their Cl'OpS and to
harvest them as cheaply as possible. It was
said, however, that so far as dealing with
the wheat after it left their hands was concerned, there had been practically no
Wheat
improvements durill~ this period.
conveyors were tried last year, and it was
demonstrated beyond doubt, he believed,
that the wheat. could be handled much more
quickly by them than by slinging.
Sir AI.JEXANDER PEACOCK--By whom were
they supplied last year?
Mr. ~ANGSTER said they were supplied
by the Government, but they were simply
on triaL He and other honorable members
went to look at them, and those honorable
members who did not go to see them working had made a mistake. The only objection
he would have to this item was that it
would be giving Mr. Tait more power. The
Ohief Connnissioner of Railways had too
much power alre:=tdy, judging by the way in
which he treated the rnen. If this item were
passed there would be more men under his
charge; The Commissioner wonld ha.ve absolute power. The Stevedoring Company in the
ports of Melbourne and Geelong had a right
to go on the piers and put engines and men
there to cOllvey the stuff on board ship
from the trucks. 'rhey could nnload a truck
for 2~d., but if the Hailway Department did
the work it charged 6d. per ton. The
Railway Departmelltcharged more t~andou ble
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what the Stevedoring Company charged.
'rhe Stevedoring Company would be glad to
do this work, and the conveyor would be
placed on the pier by the compaJ y if they
obtained the req nisi te permission. There
\vas 110 need for the Government to spend
this money at all, if they would give the
Stevedoring Company permission to nse the
conveyor, as it was to the interest of the company to do that_ If the Departmen t said that
they would send the wheat aboard and the
ships could store it as they liked, the Department would be making a great mistake.
If the Department allowed the Stevedoring
Company to use the conveyors, the ~)rodnce
would be conveyed right into the shed or
the ship's hold_ At present there was not
much room on the pier for conveyors. and
the Commissioners thought that if they gave
the Stevedoring' Company charge of the
piers to this extent, the company might
block them in other ways. If the company
were prepared to put eonveYQrs on
the pier, what need was there to
spend £11,255 of the country's money
for this purpose ~ If the Government
would take up the whole of the stevedoring
he would be with them, because he was a
Socialist and wanted that sort of thing. But
he did not want the Government· to give
these men the power to send people off the
pier and say that they would put the produce on board as they liked. If it was
admitted that the best way to handle the
produce was to put it on board with conveyors, they should a~k the company to do
this instead of leaving it with the Hailway
Department, for the company were willing to
undertake the work.

:Mr. FAIRBAIRN said that the Premier
had promised to withdraw this item altogether, and therefore there was no need to
say much about it. He \vould, however,
like to assnre the honorable member for
Bulla that it was entirely in the producers'
interest that this was being done.
:Mr. ROBER'l'SON_-'Ve should' get finality'
in this House.
~1:r. FAIRBAIRN said that the finality
was that the Hailw3.y Department did the
work and charged 6d_ a ton, whereas if the
companies were allowed to qo it the latter
would only charge 2~d. per ton. That was
a very consider:1ble difference entirely in the
interest of the producer.
Mr. ROBER'l'SON.-I pointed out that the
Department charged ad_ under the present
conditions, but that nuder electric conditions
~hey might charge less.
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Mr. FAIRBAIRN said that he thonght
the producer was much more likely to
make terms with the Stevedoring Company
than with the Government.
The great
point was that the £11,255 would not be
voted, and it might be distributed amongst
various honorable members who were anxious
to have various little jobs done. However,
. they did not require to say much about the
matter, beca.use Lhe Premier had seen that
it could not go through without a great deal
of talk. The port must be brought up to
the standard of a fir:st-class port, and somebody would have to do this.
Mr. COLECHIN said ho wished to understand whether the alteratiolls and improvements to the foreshore wore put in this
vote?
:Mr. BENT.-In tho £30,000 vote.
:Mr. COLECHIN.-Yon have it in ?
Mr. BEN'I'. - Yes.
Mr. LANGDON remarked that he had
taken a great interest in the handling of
grain, and was glad the Premier had withdrawn this item. .He thought that to spend
any money on rotten piers would be throwing
money away. During his travels lately he
had seen improvements in all directions so
far as shipping was concerned. He had
ad vocated the electric elevators, and had no
doubt that if there was room at Williamstown to work them properly they should be
erected there. But the money that the
Government had proposed to spend in that
direction should, in his opinion, be expended
in starting the excayation of a dock. Docks
were wanted, and must be had sooner or
later, and if they eQuId start a dock on Sir
John Coode's principle they should undertake the work without delay. Tbere was one
matter he would like to see his colleagues
deal with, and that was the system of weighing wheat by single bags. The merchant, 01'
whoever owned tho wheat, weighed the bags
singly instead of being compelled by the
milway people to put their trucks of wheat
over the wcighbridge and to weigh 90 bags
at a time. 'That meant 90 breakages instead
of ono.
Of course anyone in the trade
would know what the system of weighing
single bags meant, and he hoped his colleagues would see to this and insure that the
wheat should be· weighed by truck-loads.
That wOllld be one !:Itep in the direction
of expediting the unloading of trucks
and of placing the wheat on board. He
had nothing to say about the Stevedoring
Company. His colleague. the honorable
member fot' Port ·Melbourne, and himself
went fully into this matter when on a
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commISSIOn, and he was of opinion that the
sooner the dock system was adopted the
sooner they would have established an
expeditious mode of loading and unloading
vessels.
He hoped, therefore, that the
GoVel'llmeilt wonld make a start in this
direction with this £11,255. That would be
ill the direction of helping the producer.
''''hen a ship arrived in the old country
it went where it had to go to, like
a horse into a stable, and as soon as it
was alongside, the hatches were off and the
work ·of discha,rgillg was commenced. Here
each vessel had to wait its turn. It had to
get the ballast Out on Olle side before it 'could
take in cargo on the other.
He felt s"re
that the sooner they started making a dock
the better it· would be for all interests.
Mr. GRAHAM stated that he was glad
the Premier had consented to withdraw this
item, because, as the honorable member for
Port Melbourne had pointed out, the
stevedoring companies were quite prepared
to put in conveyors themselves. He did. not
see why the Government should allow Mr~
rrait to work these conveyors at the present
time. He had no faith in Mr. Tait, who had
broken faith with the farmers last year. Mr.
'fait promised distinctly before the harvest
that. he would do away with the single bag
syst.em of weighing, and that he would not
allow any merchant to weigh hy single bags.
Mr. l.'ait said that he would compel
them to weigh over the railway weighbridges and to take the rctil way weights.
The prod u~ers were prepared to take the
railway weights, but the merchants insisted
on having one bag weighed at a time.
Where 30,000 bags were put. ilito a ship
under the present system a very large profit
went to the merchants. In Olle case this·
year he knew of 011e man weighing 3,600
bags from half-past seven o'clock ill the
morning until seven o'clock at night, with
one hour off for dinner. He would ask any
honorable member if it was possible to weigh
that quantit.y of wheat, bag by bag, in
that time. It was impossible. One had
only to go and look quietly for himself,
and he wou Id see that th~ farmers were being
robbed. as well as other country people.
Mr. Tait promised last year that this would
be stopped. and he (Mr. Graham) trusted that
the Premier, who was also Minister of Railways, would see that Mr. 'fait kept his
word, so that the wheat might be weighed
over the rail way weigh-bridges instead of by
one bag at a time.
Mr. BOYD said that when the Premier
interrupted him while he was speaking in
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regard to the dock, he te>ld the Premier that
£87,000 was put on the Estimates two years
ago for the purpose of widening the rail way
pier at Port Melbourne.
Mr. SANGSTER.-l'O build a new pier.
Mr. BOYD said that item was referred to the Railways Standing Committee,
and the committee, as honorable members
knew, objected to it altogether. If this item
were passed this question would be brought
on again, because it would necessitate, not
only the expenditure of this particular sum,
bnt the widening of the existing piers as well.
When the Hailways Standing Oommittee had
the question of the piers before them they
recommended that three sections of the new
straight cut should be gone on with, which
would give wharfage accommodation for the
large vessels which were coming here, nnd
that we could then do withont widening the
piers. He would suggest that as the Premier
had consented to withdraw the item, the
matter should be abandoned altogether, becanse snch an amonnt, if it appeared on the
Estimates brought before the House, would
not find favour if it .was to be spent on an
obsolete method of widening an obsolete
pier.
Mr. LEMMON said he hoped the Treasurer
would follow out the suggestion of the leader
of the Opposition and postpone this item
until to·morrow, with a view of obt;aining
sufficient information to j llstify his taking
further action. He was of opinion that it
wonld n8ver have been placed there except
to burden the State It had been placed
there to give the Railways CommissionerR additional power and tontrol to make additional
revenue. There was not the slightest doubt
that this particular company had been going
about the Honse trying to inflnence members
in regard to this particular item. Whilst he
desired to extend the control of the State as
far as possible, he recognised that the Chief
Commissioner of the Railways was not It man
t.hat the Labour Party could admire from
their point of view. There was a danger of
the ten honrs a day system being extended
to the men on the pier .. He was Ratisfied
that this particular company would reduce
the wages equally as low as Mr. Tait or the
Railways Commissioners would. He was prepared rather to trust the Government. He
considered that Mr. Tait would not be here
very long, and that the Labour Party would yet
have power to insist on better conditions for
the worker~. The State should be an ideal employer. There was no doubt that a large
amount of revenue could be raif:!ed by the Government undertaking this work, but it would
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be wise to postpone this matter till to-morrow,
so that further infurmation might he obtained. He was satisfied that from the producers' point of view it would be better to let
the Go;ernmellt control this matter than to
let a private company do so. The Stevedoring Company was ~on good terms with its
employes, ail it paid good wages and worked
the men reasonable hours. aud therefore it
might not be wise for him to speak in opposition to that company. The first duty of a
representative was to benefit the coudition of
the people, and to endeavour, as far ""as possible, to raise revellue for the peuple of the
State. The position in regard to [he engagement of men by this company was similar to
that of the miners engaged by the Outtrim
Coal 00~pany. If it were proposed by the
Labour Party three years ago that these
miners should be controlled by the Rail way
Commissioners, the miners would have opposed the proposal, but he wa.s satisfied now
that the Outtrim. miners would be only too
glad to have themsel ves handed over to
State control. The company sweated Gud
ground the faces of these men.
Mr. \VATT said there appeared to be
some objection to the procedure suggested
by the Treasurer. There was a wide diver·
gence of opinion as to whether the proposals
of the Rail ways Commissioners would be
Wise, either from the Government or the
producers' point of vie\\'.
It was also dear
that the vested interests of certa.in companies were at stake in the proposal of Mr.
rrait to do part or all of the stevedoring of
the ports.
Why not refer the whole matter
to the B,ail ways Standing Committee for investigation and report, so that all the
interests concerned could represent their
cases? Insufficient Qonsideration had been
given to the matter hy the Cn binet, and by
the l~ail ways CommissionerE:.
Mr. LE~Il\roN.-Don't you believe in giving
Mr. Tait the opportuuity of making the railways pay?
Mr. vVATT said it was doubtful whether
the change would be a remunerative one,
and it was a departure from the principles
that had hitherto guided us in Victoria.
The ra.ilways had been ill the position of
common carriers, and they knew the piers
on which they w'ere enti tIed to parade their
employes, but it was a totally different
thing when those carriers proposed to enter
oeean-going vessels either to discharg-e or to
stow the cargo ·therein.
The matter had
not been sufficiently considered, and he would
suggest that it be inquired into by the
Hai.lways Standing Committee.
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:Mr. CARLISLE remarked that he did not
exactlv understand the details of the scheme
propo;ed by the Railways Commissioners.
The honorable member for Goulburu Valley
spoke of the weighing of wheat, and that was
far more important than the steyedoring.
In the weighing of wheat the producers were
robbed every day. He had an instance the
other day in sending down 80 bags, which
If
,veighed 30 bushels short at this end.
this scheme included weighing by the Railway Department he would be in favour
it.
Mr. GA UNSON said he was satisfied with
the remarks made by the honorable member
for Port Melbourne, who was a practical
man. The honorable member R.aid that the
present cost to the producers was 2~d., and
that under the Hail ways Commissioners it
was 6d. He believed in the socialistic doctrine. If the State was going to. keep him
it should start to-night.
1\1 r. BENT observed that he had already
stated that it was his intention to withdraw
the item. \Vhen he introduced the matter he
was not awareof what he had now lea1'lled from
the discussiOll. "Vhen he submitt(·d this
matter to his colleagues he did not know that
there was any quest{on between Mr. Tait and
the ~tevedoring Company. It wonld be wrong
for him to proceed. Now that he was made
aware of certain facts he would promise, not
to send this matter to the Railways Standing
Committee, but that the Goverpment would
take the responsibility of comidering it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that he desired that no furthur p'rivileges should he
granted to any company until an inquiry
took place.
~lr. Ih:N'l'.-It is not likely that I would
do anything of the kind.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that in the
proposition for conveying tho grain to the
ship's side by this method tbere must have
been some know ledge on the part of the
officers who recommended it thn,t it would
pay the Department to do it. 1t must be a
proposition to cheapen the carringe of
grain and give profit to the railways from
work that rightly belonged t.o them.
lUr. BOYD.-They charge 6d. for what can
be done elsewhere for 2~d.
)'lr. PRENDERGAS-T s1tid that the question of cost shol.lld have beon brought up by
the Treasurer. The withdrawal of the item
led him to the belief that some influence on
the part of this company had intervened to
prevent. the Government from carrying out
its declared princi~l1es, but in sa:ying- that he
did not mean to impute any dishonest
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motive to the Treasurer. The honorable
gentleman's statement was that he had only
a limited amount of money to spend, and
that he had to select his items. Therefore it was reasonable to suppose he had
selected those that were most needed. If
this Stevedoring Company suffered any loss
in conn ex ion with the matter and the State
could prove that it would be ad vantageous
to go on with this work, it would not be unreasonable for the State to take into consideration the question of comptnsating the
company. Otherwise members had no business to consider any company or anybody
else, just as this particular company would
consider no other company that started in
opposition to it.
Mr. SANGSTER remarked that he agreed
with the last speaker that the State should
not consider a private company. He would
object to Mr. Tait because he charged more
to the producer and paid less to the men to
do the work.
Whilst the present Ministry
was in power, and whilst Mr. Tait was at the
head of the Railway Department, what hope
had the worker ~ '1'here was no consideration shown for men who worked overtime in
the Hailway Department, but the t;fevedoring COl'nrany had paid their men the same
wages since 1~90, and the men got fair
wages.
Mr. COLEcHlN.-The Stevedorillg Company stick to 75 per cent. of what they get,
and they work the men very hard.
Mr. ~.ANGSTER said the honorable
member knew a good deal more about this
matter .than he diu, but he (Mr. Sangster)
knew that at present t.he Railways Cummissioners were paying the men miserable wages
whih;t the Stevedoring Company ,yere paying
good w:;l,ges. The dock should be gone on
with in order to give proper accommodation,
and then we wouid have the proper mode of
conveying the wheat from t hE:: trucks. These
men were practical men at stowing ships.
Mr. Bno::\u-IEY.-The Railway Department
could engage them.
i\1r. SANGSTER said the Railway Department could not get good men l:I t preHent
unless they starved them into submissioll.
Mr. J. W. BJLLSON (Htzro.lJ) observed
that the Committee seemed to have got into
a peculiar position with regard to tbis item.
It was admitted that this was work which the
Government should undertake. Wherever
the State could extend its functions in the
interests of the community, it should displace private enterprise. It had been stated
that the Rail.way Department did not treat
their men 9,S well as this particular company

