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Government did not do that. They proceeded to lay the foundations and go on with
the work until a sudden discovery was made
that they would not have enough money to
carry it out. It m'ight be perfectly true
that the officers had under-estimated the
cost j but that was not his point. Apparentl y responsible officers from all the States
had fallen into error in this matter. The
Government complained now that there
was insufficient money for completing the
work j but what was the plain course
that they should have pursued?
They
ought to apply to Parliament in the usual
form to provide the money, but they did not
do that. They tossed overboard the plan
adopted by the Railways Standing Committee, and decided to go on with another
plan until they found out that they had not
enough money to complete it. Even then
they did not do the right thing. They discovered last November that there was a deficiency, but they failed to acquaint both
Houses with that fact. He was not saying
that there was anything wrong in allowing
the Railways Commissioners to keep back
their report until 3 I st March, but he never
heard of it until to-night, and he did not
believe any member of' the Council heard
of it. He found that the final report was
only made yesterday, and dated yesterday.
Under these cir'cumstances the whole of the
proceedings were not in accordance with the
provisions laid down in the Railways Standing Committee Acts for the proper protection of the public in the expenditure of
money. As an experienced member .of the
committee, it appeared to him that the report of the commiHee should achieve
finality, and in these circumstances he asked
honorable members to support the view that
he had taken.
The Legislative Assembly
would understand the position better after
the evidence that had been taKen to-day.
The CHAIRMAN.-I have no wish to
interrupt the honorable member, but if it is
his intention to continue his remarks tonight, I desire to point out that I cannot
put the amendment which Mr. Harwood has
moved. The power of the Legislative
Council to make suggestions in Bills of
this character is limited by the Constitution Act 1903. This is the section dealing
with the rnatteTThe Council may once at each of the undermentioned stages of a Bill, which the Council
cannot alter, return such Bill to the Assembly,
suggesting by message the omission or amendment
of any items or provisions therein.

The p'ower of the Council is therefore
limited to the omission or amendment of any

jJfr. Sinclair's Evidence.

items or provisions in such a Bill. Mr.
Harwood's amendment goes very much further. It saysThat this Chamber suggests that item 5 in the
schedule of the Surplus Revenue Bill be withdrawn, and that the Ministry be requested to consider it, with a view to the amount being substantially reduced, or remitting the new plans and
estimates to the Railways Standing Committee
for their report.

I hold that it is out of our power to send
any such suggstion as that to the Assembl y, because we are limited to the omisS'ion
or amendment of the item. The Council has
it in its power either to suggest the omission of the item or to suggest an amendment of it in the shape of an amount
which, in its opinion, is adequate for the
purpose, in lieu of the amount appearing
in the Bill.
I, therefore, cannot put Mr.
Harwood's amendment.
I would suggest
that I be asked to report progress row:- and
then the honorable member can consider the
question, and put his amendment in proper form before the next day of meeting.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that in
order to give Mr. Harwood time to look
into the matter and amend his amendment
accordingl y, he begged to moveThat progress be reported.

The motion to report progress was agreed
to, and progress was reported accordingly.
The House adjourned at twenty-nine
minutes past ten o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
W.ednesday, August 17, 190 4.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
AGENT-GENERAL.
Mr. SINCLAIR'S EVIDENCE.
Mr. BENT said that honorable members
would possibly have observed in the newspapers to-day that certain evidence was
given before the Butter Commission regarding our General-Agent. It was the intention of the Government to obtain the shorthand-writers' transcript of the evidence,
and then the Government would make a
strict inquiry into the matter.
Several HONORABLE MEMBERs.-Hear,
hear.
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
PREPAYMENT OF FREIGHT FOR GRAVEL.
Mr. LIVINGSTON asked the Minister
of. Railways if he was aware that the Rail-
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way Department refused to d€liver gravel
to the shire of Traralgon unless the freight
was prepaid, and, if so, wouldl he see that
the shire was treated on ordinary business
lines. He said that the shire of Traralgon
had applied to have gravel delivered, which
was being conveyed on the railways, for
ballast purposes, and the Railways Commissioners agreed to do so. The shire
council of Traralgon naturally considered
that the bargain was made, but had found
out that before the Department would deliver it they demanded payment.
Mr. BENT.-I may say that I was not
aware of it. The memorandum of the Commissioners is' as follows:In order to avoid delay in the settling of accounts, it is the practice of the Department to require payment prior to the delivery of the gravel,
and the Commissioners are not prepared to make
any exception in favour of the shire of Traralgon.

PROTECTION OF PROPERTY.
Mr. GAUNSON asked the Chief Secretary what steps had been taken to more
efficiently protect the property of citizens,
especiall y in the city and suburbs, in view
of the frequent robberies, housebreakings,
and burglaries reported in the daily press.
He could see that this question would not
afford very excellent reading to the public
in London, and would not induce them to
come out here. The Chief Secretary no
doubt would have seen the very frequent
references in the newspapers to the undetected robberies, housebreakings, burglaries,
sticking-ups, and so on. He had thought
it was useless to report robberies in regard
to his own residence, and had put up
with them.
IAn HONORABLE MEMBER.-SO have 1.
Mr. GAUNSON said that he was afraid
that this was true in a great many instances.
and there seemed to be something wanting
to which he hoped the Chief Secretary
would be able to direct attention.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-In reply to
the honorable member, I have to say that
a number of plain-clothes police have been
directed to patrol the city and suburbs at
night. Special precautions are being taken
by the Criminal Investigation Branch of
the police to keep criminals under close
supervision.
Obviously the nature of such
precautions cannot be disclosed.
A return has been furnished by the Police Department at my request in view of certain
articles which appeared in the Age newspaper, and it does not show that there has
been an increase in serious crime in the
first half of the current year as compared
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with the same period last year. I have
taken out a few of the special classes of
serious crime. In the case of burglary,
in the first half-year of 1903 there were
133 cases, and in 1904 only 80. In housebreaking, there were 303 cases in 1903,
and 324 in the first half of 'the current year.
Mr. BROMLEy.-These are only the reported cases.
I have had two cases myself.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-We can deal
In regard
with the reported cases only.
to breaking into shops, warehouses, &c.,
there were 199 cases in 1903, and 213 cases
in 1904; in cattle stealing there were _,66
cases in 1903, and 327 in 1904 j in larceny
from the person there were 275 cases in
19 0 3, and 235 in 1904 j in stealing with
violence there were 50 cases in 1903, and
40 in 1904.
I shall be pleased to show
the honorable member the return if he desires to peruse it.
I feel sure that the
police officers generally are on the alert to
take all practical measures possible for the
prevention of crime.
Mr. BROMLEy.-There are not enough
of them.
AMENDING COMPANIES BILL.
Mr. LAWSON asked the Premier if he
would inform the House whether the Government would introduce an Amending
Companies Bill this session, as was promised during the debate on the Mines Bill
in the last Parliament. He said members were all anxious to have this matter
dealt with at the earliest possible moment,
and he hoped, therefore, the Premier would
be able to redeem the promise given in the
last Parliament.
Mr. BENT.-I have ~hree and t\\'enty
notices on the paper now, and that is not a
bad start. If the honorable member will
be kind enough to ask me this question in
about a month's time I will consult my
colleagues and, if we can, we will oblige
the honorable member.
PETITIONS.
Petitions against the passage of the
Totalizator Bill were presented by Mr.
SWINBURNE from the Council of the
Churches, by Mr. GRAHAM from the moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria, and by Mr. McLEOD from the Elders'
Association of the Presbyterian Church of
Victoria.
Two petitions were presented by 'Mr.
ANSTEY, from residents of Brunswick, praying that an analysis be made of the voting
at the referendum on Scripture lessons in
State schools.
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ASSENT TO BILLS.
Mr. BENT presented a message from
the Governor, intimating that at Government House, on August 16, His Excellency gave his assent to the Railways
Standing Committee Law Amendment Bill
and the Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Act
r903 Amendment' Bill (No. I).

in Victoria.

GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENTS
IN VICTORIA.
RESTRICTION TO LOCAL RESIDENTS.
:Mr. GAUNSON rose to moveThat all appointments to offices, judicial and
otherwise, shall be filled only by residents of
this State.

Mr. BENT.-\Vill the honorable member postpone this for a fortnight?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he did not
wish to object to the postponement, but he
wished to state that some important appointments were now about to be filled.
There were two or three appointments that
he recollected.
Mr. GAUNSON said that he had no idea
that the Premier was going to make a request for the postponement of the motion.
PUBLIC SERVICE ACTS
He was prepared to go on with his motion.
AMENDMENT BILL.
He, knew there was one appointment to be
Mr. GA UNSON moved for leave to intro- made, namely, that of Inspector-General
duce a Bill to amend the Public Service for Lunacy; but he hoped the appointment
Acts.
would not be made during the fortnight.
The motion was agreed to.
Mr. BENT.-Make it a week, and that
The Bill, was then brought in, and read will be all right.
a first time.
Mr. GA UNSON said he would fall in
with the wish of the Premier, and begged
PROPOSED ELECTIVE EXECUTIVE. therefore to moveMr. WATT called attention to the folThat the motion be postponed until Wedneslowing notice of motion, standing in his day, August 24.
name :--:Mr. PRENDERGAST said he wished to
"\VIDOWS' MAINTENANCE BILL.
Mr. MACKINNON moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to provide for the maintenance of widows out of the estates of
their deceased husbands.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.

That, in the opinion of this House, the time is
ripe for the abandonment of the Cabinet system
of government, and the establishment of an
Elective Executive individua,ll y '!:responsible to
Parliament, and with a definite tenure of office.

He said he understood that the object of
the Government in setting apart the whole
of to-day for private members' business
was to enable the business-sheet to be
cleared of a number of matters that had accumulated. It was represented to him by
a number of honorable members that there
would be very little chance of clearing the
paper if a motion of this magnitude came
on, as the debate on it might consume a considerable portion of the
allotted time.
He had a consultation with the Premier, and he believed
the honorable gentleman was quite willing
to give a suitable time later on in the session for a proper discussion of the matter.
He, therefore, desired to accede to the wish
of the honorable members referred to, and
begged to moveThat the motion be postponed until Wednesday, August 31.

The motion was agreed to.

know if the Premier would make no appointment in the interval-no appointment of anyone outside the State.
Mr. BENT.-I have nothing further to
say. The honorable member for the Public
Service knows very well what I mean.
The mofion for the postponement of the
motion was agreed to.
APPOINTMENT OF FUTURE STATE
GOVERNORS.
Mr. TO UTCHER called attention to the
following notices of motion standing in his
name:That this House do agree to the following
Address to His Majesty th'e King : Most Gracious SovereignWe, Your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal
subjects, the Legislative Assembly of the State of
Victoria, in Parliament assembled, beg leave to
approach Your Majesty with feelings of the
deepest loyalty and attachment.
We humbly
beseech Your Majesty that, on the termination
of the present Governor's term of office, Your
Majesty will be graciously pleased, in appointing
another representative, to take into consideration
the altered circumstances of the State which result from Federation.
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Contingent on the foregoing being carriedThat this House do agree to the following Address to His Excellency the Governor : To His Excellency the Honorable Sir Reginald
Arthur James Talbot, Knight Commander of
the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Governor of the State of Victoria and its Dependencies in the Commonwealth of Australia, &c., &c., &c.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCl'-

We, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria, in
Parliament assembled, beg respectfully to request
that Your Excellency will be pleased to communicate the accompanying Address on the subject of the appointment of future State Governors for Victoria to the Principal Secretary of
State for the Colonies, for presentation to His
Majesty the King.

He said that he had fully intended to go
on with these' mottions this afternoon, but
since he came into the chamber the Premier
had seen him with regard to them, and had
told him that if he would postpone them
they would still occupy a place on the
business-paper, and that it was the inten60n of the Government to bring the matter
before a Conference of the State Premiers,
with a view of securing united action. As
his proposal, if carried, would not take effect
until the end of the present Governor's term
of office, he saw no objection to allowing
the matter to be postponed till the end of
September.
He begged, therefore, to
moveThat the motions be postponed until Wednesday, September 28.

Mr. BENT remarked that the honorable
member had accurately stated what he (Mr.
Bent) .had suggested to him.
He was
obliged to the honorable member for adoptin;; his suggestion. It was proposed to have
a Conference of Premiers, and this matter
would be brought before the Conference.
In the meantime, the notices of motion
would remain on the paper.
Mr. McCUTCHEON said he desired Lo
express his satisfaction at the decision arrived at, as he was, he thought, the only
member who, when this subject was i:'lT'
viously discussed, advocated that this State
should act in concert with the other States.
The motion for t,he postponement of the
motions was agreed to.
COLD STORAGE AND FROZEN
EXPORTS.
BALANCE-SHEET OF RECEIPTS AND
EXPENDITURE.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Glenelg)
movedThat there be laid before this House a balance-sheet showing the receipts and expenditure
of the Agricultural Department in conn ex ion with
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cold storage and export of frozen produce for the
year ending 30th June, 1904, such balance-sheet
to include the cost of administration by all officers
engaged at the cold stores in Flinders-street.

Mr. GRAHAM observed teat the honorable member was choosing the very worst
year for t~e balance-sheet, namely, the year
of the drought. Why not take two or three
years back?
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Glenelg).-I did
that last year.
Mr. GRAHAM said that the last year that
he was Minister of Agriculture there was a
profit shown in connexion with these items,
but there would be a big loss for the year
ended in June last, on account of the
drought.
Mr. EWEN 'CAMERON (Glenelg)
remarked that last vear he asked for a return, giving certain information for the
three previous years, and the return was
furnished and printed. He wished to get a
report year after year with a commercial
barance-sheet such as the Railway Department issued. There should be a balancesheet for every year.
The motion was agreed to.
COLD STORAGE ON GOVERNMENT
PROPERTY.
:\iI. EWEN
rose to move-

CAMERON

(Glenelg)

That, in the opinion of this House, it is desirable that any extension of cold storage required by the Agricultural Department should be
built upon Government property connected with
the Victorian railways or Government docks.

Mr. BENT.-Postpone the motion. I intend to deal with that matter in the Budget.
Mr. EWEN CAIvfERON (Glenelg)
said he would be happy to do so, and he
therefore begged to moveThat the motion be postponed until VVednesday, August 31.

Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said it
wculd be advisable to know what business
was to be postponed and what business was
to be gone on with. Everything was being
postponed. The orders of the day were to
follow, but very few of the Bills had been
circulated, and some of the members who
had Bills on the notice-paper were not
present. If this postponing went on there
would be nothing left to do by tea-time,
and then where would honorable members
be if Government business was called on ?
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Government business follows this.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that honorable members who were absent
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never anticipated that Government business
would come on to-day. The whole procedure was really a farce.
The motion for the postponement of the
motion was agreed to.
I

RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
CASE OF G. BROWN.
Mr. SOLLY movedThat there be laid before this House a copy of
all papers in connexion with the removal from
office of Mr. G. Brown, late locomotive foreman
at Sale.

Mr. BENT.-I must oppose this motion.
Mr. Brown has started legal proceedings,
and the honorable member can hardly expect me to supply evidence for Mr. Brown.
I am willing to let the next motion pass,
but I cannot possibly allow ,this motion to
pass. Everybody knows that when a man
goes to law the Government are not going
to supply him with evidence.
The House proceeded to divide on 'the
motion.
Whilst the bells were ringing,
Mr. SO LLY said he desired to make an
explanation with regard to the motion. His
reason for asking for the return was that
this man had been very unfairly tre'ated by
the Department.
Mr. BENT.-He has started law proceedings.
l\Ir. SOLLY said he had been dismissed
or suspended, and he had tried to get justice from the powers at the Department.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member is out of order in making that explanation now. He should have made it when
he moved the motion. He would have been
perfectly in order then, but now, having
called for a division, he is out of order in
making the explanation.

JJepartment.
NOES.

Mr. Hailes,
" G. H. Bennett,
Bent,
" A. A. BiUson,
" Bowser,
" Boyd,
" }.J. Cameron,
" E. H. Cameron,
" J. Gameron,
" Carlisle,
." Cullen,
" Down ward,
" Duffus,
" Gaunson,
Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr. Graham,
" Harris,
" Holden,
" Hunt,
" Hutcl:insoll,
" Keogh,

Mr.
"
"
"
"

Kirkwood,
Langdon,
Lawson,
Li vingston,
Mackey,
Mackinnon,
" McCutcheon,
II
McGregor,
" McKenzie,
" McLeod,
Morrissey,
" l\1urray,
Sir Alexander Peacoek,
Mr. Robertson,
" Sangster,
" Swiuburne,
" Toutcher.

Tellers.
Mr. McBride,
" 'Vatt.

RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
RETIREMENT OF OFFICERS UNDER. SIXTY.
l\h. SOLLY movedThat there be laid before this House a return
showing-I. All officers of the Railway Department under 60 years of age who, since 1892, have
been retired on pensions, showing in each case
their ages and length of service; 2, How m.any
retired voluntarily; 3, How many were !etIred
compulsorily; and 4, a copy of all. papers III connexion with the retirement on penslOns of Messrs.
E. L. Carew and VV. G. Tulloch.

He said-I understand from the Premier
. that this 'motion will not be opposed.
Mr. BENT .-1 said it would be opposed.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You said you would
grant this mot'ion.
Mr. BENT.-The honorable member did
not take my offer.
Mr. SOLLY.-The reason that I am
moving in this direction is that the Prem~er,
on various occasions, in speaking from the
public platform, has mentioned the enormous amount of pensions paid by the Government to various men retired from the
Railways Service and the Public Service.
The result of the division was as fol- Under the system adopted by the Railway
Department a very large number of men
lows : have been retired under the age of 60.
Ayes
Under these circumstances, if the pensions
Noes
have to be paid, it is largely due to the
bad administration of the Department.
These men were prepared to go on with their
Majority against the motion 25
work. I can mention one case in particular
where a man who had been in the
AYES.
sen'ice for no less than 32 years was disMr. Beard,
Mr. McGrath,
missed without any cons;ideration whatever.
. " Beazley,
" Outtrim,
" H. S. Bennett,
" Prendergast,
lIe has given the best years of his life to
" Bromley,
" Smith,
the Department, and no consideration was
., Solly.
" Colechin,
shown to him with regard to compensation
Teller.,;.
" Elmslie,
or pension.
Mr. Anstey,
" Hannah,
Mr. BENT.-Who is that?
" Lemmon,
" J. 'V. Billson.
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Mr. SOLLY.-The gentleman's name is
G. F. Love. That is only one case. There
are a number of other cases of a similar
character, where the men have been dismissed or suspended without any notice
whatever as to whether they had done anything wrong.
Mr. SWINBuRNE.-Everv member has
been approached about th~t case, and I
think knows it very well.
Mr. SOLLY.-I do not know whether
every member has been approached in th'is
matter or not. The only thing I know is
that I am here, through the action of the
previous Government, to represent a certain
section of the people of this State, and
under those circumstances it is my duty to
bring every grievance that I can possibly
lay my hands on-or, at all events, that I
think is legitimate-before this House, in
order that the House may deal with the·
matter from a proper stand-point and examine the whole of the particulars. I desir~ to read the full particulars of this case,
in order that the House may be fully seized
of the question. Mr. Love statesI joined the Engineer-in-Chief's branch of the
Railway Department under the late Thomas
Higinbotham as far back as 4th of March, 1872,
and ~ine years before the Ramsay Act abolishing
pensIOns was passed.
After filling various positions in th.! Department I was, on the recommendation of the present Acti~g Engineer-in-Chief, in September,
1900, appomted to take charge of the plan room,
which I found in a deplorable state, my predecessor having been retired on account of iregularities.
By dint of hard work and judicious
management I was able to put the room into
such a state of efficiency that I was complimented
by everyone who came into it.

About July, 1903, for some unaccountable reason, I was taken from the plan room by the present Acting Engineer-in-Chief to his branch (the
Construction), the plan room being taken over by
the new Commissioners.
It appears strange that I, a Commissioners'
officer, should be taken out of what was their
room without a reason, and especially as most of
my salary had for many years been paid out of
the Commissioners' Funds.
I was what was
known as a "dual" officer.
The Acting Engineer-in-Chief, when I appealed
to him at various times, assured me that my position was quite safe.
I have not been well for
a long time, but never complained, feeling
acutely, however, the way in which I was taken
from one room to another in the Construction
Branch, and then back again. I became ill, and
went to the country for a change of air, and,
ieated at the breakfast-table at Daylesford, I received notice that my services would be dispensed
with on the 30th April last. No reason was given,
and it was practically only a four days' warning.
Such treatment to an officer of my length of service is, I consider, barbarous.
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I applied to Mr. Kernot for my pension, which
I considered I had earned by 32 years' faithful
service, but that gentlt-man refused me, in writing,
and said verbally that Mr. Bent was responsible
for everything that had happened.
Appealing to Mr. Bent, and forwarding medical certificates, he said he would not grant me my
pension (£194 per annum); but, instead, said I
could take compensation (£973), .What use is
that sum to me at my time of life, with no previous outside business experience, and in bad
health, with failing eye-sight, as well as an injured shoulder.
Mr. Bent admits times are bad, yet he wishes to
thrust me out of the service, with a wife and four
ohildren depending on me, the only son I have
being just 15 years of age.
Few men at present in the employ of the State
have my length of service, and as I entered fully
expecting to receive a pension, it is distinct repudiation to treat me in this manner. The Government broke the contract with me. I was anxious
to work. I lived up to my income, and did not
even insure my life. Had I not anticipated receiving a pellsion I should not have stayed here so
long, as 15 years ago I had an offer from my
father to join him in Newcastle, New South
·Wales, but declined, as I considered my rights
in this State would be protected.
I understand I am retired on the grounds of retrenchment, and there are any number of precedents for granting me a pension, yet Mr. Bent
is obdurate.
To show his consistency, however,
two officers who retired voluntarily only recently
were granted pensions, as correspondence will
show.
One of these officers, Mr. Tulloch, is a
year younger than I am, and neither had my
length of service. My record is second to none.
I was never drunk in my life, was never late,
and was always at my post.
I ask honorable
members to see that justice is done to a deserving
officer.
(Signed)
GEORGE F. LOYE,
25/7/ 0 4'

The SPEAKER.-The honorable member, of course, understands that he will
lay that statement on the table.
Mr. S.OLLY.-Yes. This is one of the
cases that came under my notice. We have
had the Premier going from one end of the
country to the other stating that £300,000
is paid annually in pensions to various employes of the State, and a number of these
men are being discharged without any pensions whatever, where they should receive
them.
A number are being discharged
where they should receive some compensation, and none is given to them. In these
circumstances, the Premier should allow
this motion to be carrried, and I claim the
support of the House for it.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT. - I regret
that the Premier has been called away suddenly to make his appearance in another
place.
Instructions have been left that
this motion should be opposed. I cannot see
what benefit is to be derived from a return
of this kind. It really applies to such a
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long period, and can only be prepared at
very great expense. If any of these officers
have been retired with the payment of compensation, as my honorable friend complains, if they can show legally that they
are entitled to pensions instead of compensation, the law is quite open. to them.
Mr. ELMsLIE.--The law is a pretty expensive thing.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-It will not
be expensive if the case itS clear. I take 'it
that the Government ought not to offer nor
to pay a person compensation where the
law requires that he should get a pension.
If the law says he is to get a pension under
certain circumstances, he is entitled to it.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-What has been the real
usage?
S'ir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I am only
looking at this in the abstract. The Minister of Railways is, no doubt, familiar with
the facts, but I know nothing about them,
except what I heard of the statement of
the honorabl'e member who brought the
matter forward.
Looking at it from
the purely legal stand-point, any officer in the Railways or Public Service
who is retired at any time has certain rights, and I take it that the Government must carry out those rights to the letter, and must comply with what the officer
is entitled to. It would not be a good discharge to pay a person compensation when
he was entitled to a pension, unless, as in
the case that was tried the other day, the
officer accepts it, and gives a full release.
If a man contracts himself out of his rights
under the Public Service or Railways Acts,
and takes compensation when he ought to
obtain a pension, then he only has himself
to blame. The Government cannot see that
there is any real· benefit to arise from having a return of this kind placed on the
table of the House. It would not in any
way aid the man whose cause the honorable
member has advocated to the House. It
would not assist his claim in the slightest
degree. He has either got a legal claim
or he has not.
Mr. PRENDERGA'sT.-Do not you think
this information could be obtained in the
Department to-day, as a mere matter of
book-keeping? Is it not completely dissevered from all other items?
. Mr. SWINBURNE.-It is a twelve-years'
record. Cannot the honorable member ask
for some particular item?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-This return
would go right back to the date of the Patterson Government - 1892.
Honorable
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members can quite understand what labour
it would be to furnish a return of this
kind.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Some of it has been

printed already.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-If the honorable member required any specific information as to any particular case or cases,
that could be furnished, but why should we
go to the expense of making out a return
of all officers who have been retired in certain circumstances in twelve years, in a
Department so large as the Rail'way Department ? I t might possibly take two or
three months to prepare the return.
I
would ask the honorable member not to
press this motion. I am quite satisfied that
the Minister of Railways will give every
information in every specific case asked for
by any honorable member, no matter on
what side of the House he sits.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-It seems to me
that as the Premier intended to agree to
this motion when the last motion was
brought forward, we may assume t11a1 'he
had a full know ledge of the amount of
labour entailed in it. I think the information has been supplied for several years,
and that this is a mere question of getting
returns that exist in the archives of the
House brought up to date.
Mr. BOYD.-You can get that information by applying to the Department, if that
is so.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The honorable
member must recognise that new members,
when they come into the House have some
difficulty in knowing the procedure.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said the leader
of the Opposition would forgive him for
interposing, but he desired to ask the
honorable member for the Railways Service (Mr. Solly) to agree to the adjournment of the debate.
Then the Government would see whether they could meet
his views. He begged to moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

Mr. SOLLY remarked that there were
two or three questions that had appeared
0'1 the notice-paper, but which had never
yet been ans.wered by the Government.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he would
ask the honorable member to allow this
motion to stand over until this day week,
~vhen the Government would probably allow
It to be placed on the unopposed list.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said he
did not object to the adjournment of the
debate, but he would press upon the Government the wisdom of granting the re-
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quest of the honorable member for the Railways. Service (Mr. Solly).
He could appreciate the view of the Chief S.ecretary
with regard to expense, but he (SIr Alexander Peacock) understood that the motion
referred only to officers in the Department,
and "not to the whole of the employes, so
that the return need not be very lengthy.
Remembering that in the amendment of ')ur
Constitution Parliament decided that there
should be certain representatives" of the
railwav men and the officers, it seemed to
him that if tile House could extend any
courtesy to those representatives it should
do so.
He had voted on the previous
motion, as other honorable members did, on
the broad ground that had been stated by
the Premier, that in that case an action
had been started against the Crown, so that
it would be wrong to interfere, but in the
present case he thought it was only right
~hat the motion should be placed on· the
unopposed list.
Mr. MACKINNON stated that he would
not oppose the adjournment of the debate,
but he would like to remind tile Chief
rSecretary that if information of this kind
were given to honorable members it would
very often save them a great deal of trouble.
One of the cases mentioned bv the honorable member for the Railways "Service (Mr.
Solly) had been brought under his (Mr.
Mackinnon's) notice, and he could quite
understand that if honorable members had
some of this information before them they
would be in a much better position to deal
with that particular case.
A good deal
had been said about the pensions of railway
servants, and people were inclined to deal
i!l a short way with anyone who' raised a
claim to a pension. That was certainly the
feeling outside.
Now, he thought, it -was
the duty of honorable members, whether
they represented the public servants or not,
,yhen a case was brought before them which
appeared to show features of distinct hardship, to take care that they had every
facility to exercise a fair judgment on the
facts.
He was certain that in ihis particu!ar instance if honorable members had
all the information the case would appear
in a much plainer light than it did at nresent.
Even if it did cost a little, and
if it took a little time, he thought that
honorable members as Members of Parliament were entitled to have this information
without having to go to the Department
"and fish it out at considerable trouble, or
take it by mere hearsay from tbl; Min·
ister.
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Mr. SWINBURNE.-You are enteIing
upon a very big contract if members are to
decide these points.
Mr. MACKINNON said he thought that
where a prima facie case came along-The SPEAKER.-The honorable memo
ber will pardon me.
The question before
the House is that of the adjournment of
the debate, and the honorable member is
now sped:ing on the merits of the case.
I f the honorable member has any reason to
advance why the debate should not be ad·
journed, I ~vill hear it.
Mr. MACKINNON said that, perbap"
he had gone beyond the bounds allowed by
parliamentarv procedure, but he had done
so in the hope that Ministers would be in
earnest about the matter, and furnj.sh the
information that was desired.
Mr . WATT remarked that he would
suggest to the honorable member for the
Railways Service (Mr. Solly), that if the
Government consented to place this motion
on the unopposed list, item 4 would have
to be altered considerably.
After asking
for a return giving details of the officers
retired for a certain period, the honorable
member w::tnted as portion of the return a
copy of all the papers relating to two pa r t.icular cases.
The ;honorable member
wanted those papers to be laid on the table,
but he (Mr. Watt) presumed that it was
not desired that the papers should be embodied ir. the return itself.
As the mo·
tion no\y stood ~t would necessitate that
being done.
l\-1r. PRENDERGAsT.-That is a question
for consideration afterwards.
Mr. GAUNSON expressed the hope
that the debate would not be adjourned.
It was not a big contract to decide a question of simple honesty.
When Mr. Gil·
lies introduced the Raihv:.:tys l\if anagement
Bill, on the loth July, 1883, one of the
provisions in that Bill, which subsequently
became law, was thisEvery officer and employe holding office in the
Railway Department at the time of the passing
of this Act shall be entitled to compensation or
retiring allowance.

It would be seen that the language of this
section was as strong as it could be made- .
"shall be entitled."
The SPEAKER. - I do not think
the honorable memIJer ,,,,ill suggest that
that law has anything to do with the ad·
journment of the deb~te.
.
i\'[r. GAUNSON saId he thought It harl,
because be was arguing that the motion
ought to be passed now.

952

Railway Department.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The SPEAKER.-It is not before the
House at present.
:Mr. G.A UNSON said he wanted to show
that the motion was a very wise qne, and
one that ou aht to be passed, and that the
Government b ought to do justice in these
matters.
This attempt to deprive these
people of pensions was nothing le~s
than a monstrous robbery. Payment of thIS
money was in accordance 'with the practice
and usage of the Railway Department for
upwards of twenty years, and it was intended bv Parliament that the officers concerned sl10uld decide at their option whether
they would take compensation at the rate
of one month's pay for each year of service, or whether they would take a pension.
It was never intended that the Government
should be able to chivy them out of it in
the way that had been described. Under
the Patterson regime provision was made
that any officer over 50 years of age could
retire upon a superannuation allowance.
That ,vas done to benefit the Government,
and not to benefit the officers themselves.
This provision was contained in an ~ct
that was passed ten years after the passmg
of the original Act, namely, in November,
18 93. Then the Irvine Government came
in and· he looked upon that Government
as' the curse of the country. He did not
regard the present Government ~s .their
successors in any way-God forbId It!but that was the law until the Irvine Government came in and upset the law, and
the prophets as well.
Mr. MURRAY.-They made profits.
:Mr. GA UNSON said they did so by
sheer robbery-by disgraceful robbery of
the public servants.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member is out of order.
Mr. GAUNSON said in that case he
would not say any more.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member will withdraw the word" robbery." It
is highly unparliamentary.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would withdraw
the word" robbery." Did the word" plunder " still remain?
The SPEAKER.-That will be just as
bad, or worse.
Mr. GAUNSON said that in that case,
with the greatest deference, he begged to
bow to the authority of the Speaker.
Mr. WATT.-" Blunder" will do.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Well, by the most
transparent blunder the Government had
taken away from these people a clear legal
right. As for saying that they could go
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to law, that was simply farcical.
The
Government first of all took away from
each of these men "that which he
hath" and then they took from him that
which he had not. He hoped the Government would now do right in the matter, and
not go bull-headed, as they had been doing,
by refusing these men their rights to compensation or to a pension at their own
option.
Mr. PRENDERGAST expressed ~he
opinion that the Chief Secretary had
adopted the right course. The honorable
gentleman apparently thought that an understanding had been come to, whereby
certain information could be given, and
he now only wanted an opportunity of
considering the position in connexion with
the action previously taken by the Premier.
The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
. adjourned until Wednesday, August 24·
TOTALIZATOR BILL
Mr. DUFFUS moved the second read.
ing of this Bill.
He said-I have to"
express my thanks to the Government f,'r
the courtesy extended to me in bringing
down a message to enable me to go 011
WIth this Bill, because otherwise, of OJurse~
I would have been unable to proceed with
it. I took this Bill up, not as a racing
man. I do not take any active part in
promoting races myself, nor do I gamble
on racehorses. My so~ object in endeavouring to pass this Bill into law is to
bring about a better state of things in con·
nexion with racing matters in this 5tat('.
We an admit that the evil of gambling
exists in Victoria to a very great extent.
That it is an evil I think we will all
agree, and I say, and those who hold the
same opinion as I do, in supporting the
Bill, also say, that the legalization of the
totalizator will be the means of reducing
gambling. . It will also bring it under
some supervision, and some proper control.
It has been remarked by distinguished
visitors to this State from other parts of
the world that Australians are altogether
too much given up to sport, and are also
too much addicted to investing their money
on a gamble.
Now, a visitor who was
here only a few days ago made some re·
marks on this very subiect. I refer to Mr.
T. A. Grady, the travelling traffic manager
of the Oceanic Steam-ship Company. Mr.
Grady, who, it will be noticed, is an
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American, has been in every part of the
world, and he was interviewed on his
arrival here by a leading journalist. Mr.
Grady said:Your people seem to have many of the business instincts of the people over our way. But
you put too much energy into sport. vVe put all
ours into business. That is why America is leaping forward so rapidly among the nations of the
world. The American is the extreme, on t:'le one
hand, as a desperate worker, organizer, builder.
The Australian is his antithesis in that respect;
while the Englishman is the happy medium, and,
perhaps, a safer example to follow. vVhat a
great country this Commonwealth would be if
you had just about half our commercial go
blended with the abilities you possess.

Further on Mr. Grady saidI notice with regret the prevailing gambling
spirit in Australia. Do your politicians try to check
it? It is a certainty that you cannot have rapid national development and so much evil in this direcrton. One militates against the other. Many of
the people are so given over to the craze that the
da y a big race is on a person finds difficulty in
getting attention in a shop because of the minds
of the employes being distracted by the coming
event. Women as well as men are the victims.

A great reason for the distraction that
exists amongst the employ'~s in many of our
business establishments is that under our
present system of backing horses in Vic.toria, those who wish to stake their money
on the result of a race are enabled to do
so for days and weeks and months before
the event comes off.
IVlr.
J\lcGREGOR.-Do you pwpose
abolishing the bookmaker?
Mr. DUFFUS.-I propose by means of
the totalizator to restrict betting on a horsf.
race to the actual race-course, and to the
actual day on which the race takes place.
Mr. McCuTcHEoN.-.1 t is restricted already by law.
Mr. DUFFUS.--Oh, no. You can back
with the bookmakers months beforehand.
I say it is a bad system we have at present by which people are enabled to back
horses weeks and months before the race
comes off. Then, as the day approaches,
~he employes of business 'establishments
have their minds so fixed on what is going
to be the result of the race that they are
really unable to give their attention to anything else.
Now, by means of the totalizator' that will be abolished, because those
who invest their money on the totalizator
can only do so on tlhe race-course, and thev
car. only do it on the day that the race takes
place.
Mr. BEAzLEy.-They will not talk about
it before, I suppose?
Mr. BAILEs.-And they will not compare
weights or anything of that sort.
Session 1904.-[35]
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Mr. DUFFUS.-As honorable members
are aware, this Bill has already been
passed twice by the Assembly, and twice
rejected by the Council, but it is twelve
years since it was passed on the last o~ca
sion in this House, so that in the meantIme
we have had an opportunity of gaining ex
perience as to how the totalizator has been
working in the other States.
Mr. WATT.-It was rejected once in the
meantime by the Assembly, was it not?
Mr. DUFFUS. - Yes.
I say it is
twelve years since it was passed the last
time.
Already the totalizator is legalized
in four ·of the Australian States, and also
in New Zealand.
Mr. BRoMLEy.-And they reg-ret it.
Mr. DUFFUS.-In New Zealand the
totalizator has been working for a great
many years.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-Not with satisfaction.
Mr. MURRAY.-Not with satisfaction to
the bookmaker at all events.
Mr. DUFFUS.-No, not with satisfaction to the bookmakers and to those who
are opposed to the machine.
I t has al.so
been working with a great amount of sat~s
faction in South Australia.
I claIm
that on account. of the experience we
have been able to gain of the working of
the machine in these other States, we have
been enabled to bring in a much more perfect Bill in the measure which I place before the House to-night.
Now, in South
Australia they make almost no provision
whatever in their Totalizator Act for the·
charities.
Seven and a half per cent. is.
deducted from the machine for the assistance of the race clubs, and 2! per cent. is;
deducted for the purposes of the Stamp Act,.
and only a fraction of I per cent. which
amounts to a little over £1,000 a year gOF.~S
to charities. In New Zealand, out of G)e
total amount passing through the machine,
1~ per cent. is appropriated to charities.
NO\v, I! per cent. on the total amount invested by the public in New Zealand, according to the latest figures, amounted in
1902 to £19,140.
The total amount that
went through the machine in New Zealand
in that year was £1,275,813.
Of that
amount I! p~r cent., or £19,14°, went '0
charity. Now, under the provisions of this
Bill, if only the same amount went through
the machine in this State as in New Zealand we would get £32,000 for charity,
but it is well known to all those connected
with racing matters that at least three times
the amount is invested in Victoria compared
with the amount invested in New Zealand
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on horse racing, so that we might expect
to get at least £70,000 or £80,000 from
th~ totalizator to assist the charities of
this State.
Mr. WATT.-Not if a reduction of gambling takes place.
Mr. DUFFUS.-At the present time we
ha ve no means of ascertaining the amount
that goes through the hands of the bookmakers in Victoria.
:Mr. E WEN CAMERON (GZe'neZg).- You
can base it on the New Zealand rate.
Mr. DUFFUS.-Every pound that goes
through the totalizator is registered l so we
know the amount that goes through. It is
argued by those who are opposed to the
machine that it has increased gambEng in
New Zealand.
But that is not the case.
Mr. BROMLEY.-It is so.
Mr. DUFFUS.-It means that the business that formerly went through the bookmakers is gradually, year by year, being
drawn away from the bookmakers.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I t has not decreased the
bookmakers' business one iota.
. Mr. DUFFUS. -Thev are almost
abolished in New Zealand ~d also in South
Australia.
Mr. BAILEs.-They were by Act there.
Mr. DUFFUS.-It would be the same
here, and there would be no necessity to
pass any clause to prevent the bookmakers
carrying on, because the totalizator would
be sufficient to effect that object.
Mr. McBRIDE.-It has not effected that
in South Australia, any way.
Mr. DUFFUS.-I understand that in
Queensland it has not quite wiped out the
bookmakers, for the reason that too large
a percentage is taken from the totalizator.
If you take too large a percentage from the
totalizator that will prevent the public from
investing money upon it, and they will continue to invest with the bookmaker. There• fore, we propose here that 7~ per cent. shall
be deducted from the total amount invested
on the machine, and the balance, 9z~ per
cent., is to be divided amongst the 'investing
public. Therefore, there will be a very
great inducement for the public to withdra w all their business from the bookmaker,
and to invest their money solely on the
totalizator. Of the 7! per cent. deducted
from the total amount, zk per cent. will be
taken for charities, so that of the total
amount passing through the macbine 2 Z per
cent. will be received by the charities.
Mr. BROMLEY.-How much goes to the
race-course?
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Mr. DUFFUS.-It is better that the
percentage should be taken from the total
amount passing through the machine than
that we should take a proportion of the profits of the racing clubs. The last Totalizator
Bill introduced· into this House provided,
I understand, that one-half of the net
profits from the machine should go to chariVies j but I take one-third of the 7k per
cent. that is deducted, which, of course,
will be very much in excess of the other.
Mrl PRENDERGAsT.-That is about z~
per cent. that is to go to charities?
Mr. DUFFUS.-Yes j z! per cent. of
the amount that goes through the machine.
. Mr. MURRAy.-One-third of the commlission.
Mr. DUFFUS.-Yes.
Mr. BROMLEY.-Where does the other 5
per cent. go-?
•
Mr. DUFFUS.-The racing clubs would
retain that, a5 the Bill explains, for the
purpose of carrying on racing, and improvements to race-courses, and also for paying
expenses in connexion with the machines.
Mr. BROMLEY.-To encourage gambling
and racing .
Mr. DUFFUS.-It will be admitted by
everyone that our charities are very much
in need of assistance. I notice that the'
Government have a Bill on the notice-paper
for imposing a tax on amusements: I co
not think a tax of that sort wouIa be so
fair a tax to the general public as a Tax
by means of the totalizator. For one thing,
the monev that we should receive from
the totali~ator would be collected without
any expense whatever to this State. The
Government would receive from the racing
clubs a cheque for one-third of the total
commission from the money passing through
the machine, without any expense in connexion with it.
That is a verv important
point. Many of those who are' opposed to
the totalizator say that it has not worked
satisfactorily in the other States. But whom
are we to learn from as to whether it has
worked fairly or not, if not from the representatives of the Government and the heads
of the police, under whose control the machines are conducted in those States? I
have here a report, which was read in this
House on a previous occasion, from the
Chief Commissioner of Police in South
Australia. In connexion with the working
of the totalizator in South [Australia, that
officer stated- .
I do not think the totalizator has increased
gamblinO' in South Australia. No doubt many
now c1 ub together on race-c~urses. and put £ I on
who would not think of bettmg WIth bookmakers,
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but these would put the same money into sweeps
if there was no machine on the ground. Betting
on the totalizator is a cash transaction.

Mr. BAILEs.-One of the. arguments is
that there will be longer odds, and the
temptation shoulc1 be greater.
Mr. DUFFUS.-It is a cash transaction,
not credit.
That officer's report continuesAnd there is not the same temptation to young
men employed in offices or banks to put their
hands into the till in cold blood that there was
when, tempted by the long odds, they dealt with
the bookmaker, lost, and were afterwards threatened with exposure if they did not pay up. That
it is the fairest way of betting I have no doubt,
as the investor gets the proper odds, not what
the bookmaker cares to give him; and, above all,
it does away with that curse of race-courseswelshing.

On~ of the worst features in connexion with
backing horses is the credit system that
exists in connexion with backing through
bookmakers at present. Honorable members know very well that a very large number of young men visit the race-courses round
Melbourne week after week. They go out
to the race-course on a Saturday afternoon,
they make wagers, and lose their money.
The bookmakers, of course, are very smart,
shrewd business men. They always have
an eye to business, and when they meet
,,-ith one of these young men who has lost
all his ready cash they tell him that he
need not be backward, but to back his
fancy and pay them later. The young
man loses his £5 or £10, and of course
he feels that in honour he must follow out
the usual rule, and pay up on the following Monday, and in order to do that
he helps himself to some of his employer's
cash. That sort of thing goes on, an j it
has brought many a young man into Pentridge. I say that the totalizator would do
away with a great deal of that.
1\1r. GAuNsoN.-Brought them where?
Mr. 1\1uRRAY.-Into Parliament.
1\1r. DUFFUS.-Here is another opini':l11
from a very h1gh authority on the totaljzator. It is the opinion of Sir Richard Baker
President of the Senate. He says'
That the totalizator has been a maO'nificent
and unqualified success in South Australia from
nearly every point of view is incontestable, and
has never been doubted in this State. It has
purified the turf of its worst elements' has
enabled the racing clubs to expend large' sums
of money on grand stands, training and racing
tracks, and conveniences for members and the
p~blic; to g~adually, but surely, increase the
stakes given; to. diminish the percentage of the
stakes paid by the owners for entrance and acceptance. ~ees; to foster and encourage in every
way legItImate and honest sport; to eradicate
welshing. and to suppress the undue indulgence
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in betting and wagering. It. has also diminished
crimes and offences. The practical impossibility
of holding any race meeting in this State without a licence from the Government to use the
totalizator has entirely eradicated those objectionable suburban every-day meetings, which are
not unknown in Melbourne.

It is also provided in this Bill that the totalizator shall be conducted under very strict
regulations, to be drawn up by the Goverflor in Council. The number of race-courses
Oj1 which the machine can be used will be
. limited, and so also will be the number of
days on which it can be used on a racecourse. I ask the House to assist me in
passing this measure, because I honestly believe that it is in the interests of public morality, that it will make the conduct of betting on race-courses better than it is at the
present time, and that it will not increase
gambling. As has been shown in the other
States, it has tended rather to reduce gambling. Another very important matter in
connexion with it is the great assistance it
will give to our charities. We know that at
the present time many of our most deserving
charities are in a very languishing condition,
espE;cially our hospitals. I would not object if the whole of the money to be derived
from the totalizator were to be devoted to
the hospitals of the State, because I believe
that our hospitals are the most deserving
institutions that we ,have. 'What is the position of our leading hospital? From time to
time we find the Melbourne General Hospital in a very deplorable condition for the
want of funds, and special efforts have to be
made by the general public to place it in
a sounder, and better financial position. The
totalizator has been working 1n France for
many years. There they deduct one-half of
the percentage for the hospitals of the country. T,hey charge altogether 5 per cent. on
what passes through the totalizator, and 2!
per cent, of that goes to the hospitals of
France. I would, therefore, not object if
the whole of the percentage to be taken for
charities was devoted entirely to the hospitals of the State, because, as I have said,
I think that the hospitals are the most deserving charities we have. Of course, I have
the greatest respect for the opinions of honorable members who are opposed to this
Bill. I know that they are actuated by the
very best motives in opposing it. They believe, I suppose, that the totalizator would
no:: Qe conducive to the best interests of morality and that sort of thing; but we must
. not shut our eyes to the fact that betting and
wagering on horse-racing, and gambl1ng of
every description, go on in the community
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whether we like it or not. There is no use
shutting our eyes to the fact. Is it not reasonable, and indeed advisable, that we
should endeavour by some means to control
or regulate gambling-to regulate a vice that
we cannot stop? As I said before; I do not
advocate gambling.
I think it is a bad
thing, and it would be far better for a large
proportion of our people if they endeavoured
to acquire money or a competency by thrift
and industry rather than by gambling. But,
as I say, we cannot stop gambling. If it.
was possible to stop gambling altogether by
legislation, I would be prepared to support
that being done, but I am absolutely certain that it is impossible. It is not possible
to stop gambling, but it is possible to control and regulate it to some extent, and that
is the only object I have in bringing forward this measure, at the same time, of
course, assisting many of the deserving
charities in the community. I have much
pleasure in moving the second reading of
the Bill.
Mr BEAZLEY.-I had no idea that
this Bill would be introduced to-day, as
I thought the notices of motion would be
taken first, and that there would be discussions of some length upon them. Therefore, I am not prepared to say very much
upon this measure, except that I intend
It seems to me that the
to oppose it.
reasons given in support of the Bill are
not those which ought to weigh with honorable members. The honorable member
in charge of the Bill says that this gambling is a vice, and that it should be controlled.
There are a great, many other
It is
vices we should like to suppress.
impossible to control them, and it is impossible to control this vice in the way in
.which the honorable member suggests. I
think the proper title of this measure would
be, "A Bill to encourage gambling." That
must the the natural effect if this Bill is
passed into law, and I therefore trust that
it will meet with the same fat~ that it has
The honorable member
met with before.
tells us that the totalizator is legalized in
these other States, and that it has proved
satisfactorv there, and he gives as his
auti>:'Jritv . Sir Richard Baker. But even
..... Jat authority has been disputed.
I remember, sir, when you were addressing
yourself to the question upon the floor of
the House some time ago, that you said
Sir Richard Baker had expressed opinions
both ways. Whether that gentleman now
holds the opinons which the honorable
member quoted, I do not know. But we can

Bilt.

have no higher authority than Sir Robert
Stout, the Chief Justice of New Zealand.
Sir Robert Stout points out that instead
of gambling decreasing, it has considerably
increased-that it has been doubled during the time this legislation has been in
existence, and that the number of bookmakers ;has, if anything, increased. It
is also urged in support of the Bill that
if this legislation is brought into effect,
there will be no discussion about races,
no talk about gambling in workshops. I
have had some experience, for I was in New
Zealand some time ago, after the passing
of the Bill to legalize the totalizator, and
during the time I was there, I noticed that
in the omnibuses and public conveyances
the principal topic of conversation was the
races, and the number tl?at was going to
win, and as to whether there would be a
big dividend on the "tote."
Mr. DUFFus.-They cannot do that in
this case, because they can only invest their
money on the day of the races, and on the
race-course.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I 'do not say that
these men whom I heard discussing these
topics had invested money. I do not know
whether they had or had not~ but whether
people can only invest money on the
course or not, they can still talk about the
horses, and perhaps put on money. The
Bill provides that no one under the age
of twent,y-one years shall invest money on
That provision can never
these machines.
be carried into effect, because youths would
go to others, and would have agents to
invest for them.
:Mr. MURRAY.-Do not these youths do
that thing now?
Mr. BEAZLEY.-That is my argument.
They do it now, and they will do it when
the totalizator is legalized.
Another
point is this. It seems a strange thing
to introduce into our legislation the provision that the Governor in Council shall
fix the stakes to be paid.
It appears to
be bringing parliamentary institutions into
ridicule when you provide that there shall
be a solemn meeting of the Executive, with
the Governor in Council, and that th..ey
shall set about fixing the stakes to be
paid in the different races that were about
to be held.
Mr. WATT.-It will be a Gran'd' National then.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-The Governor in
Council will be summoned, and will attend
a meeting to decide what the stakes will
be.
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Mr. MURRAY.-Has not the dear old into law, and I sincerely trust it will not be.
mother country been doing that for some- W e have been told that it is to limit or
reduce the amount of betting, but I do not
w here about 100 years?
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I do not understand think anybody can seriously think that it
that argument. I am trying to prove that will substantially reduce betting. We know
it is wrong, whether it is done elsewhere that illegal totalizators are taking conor not.
A great many evils have lasted siderable sums of money now. Of course
for 100 years. I can understand the pre- those illegal totalizators will not be regissent Cabinet sitting as an Executive Coun- tered, but they will still exist. A great
cil, and fixing the stakes, because they many people go to the race-course for a
have an experienced gentleman amongst them pleasant afternoon, and do not care about
betting with the bookmakers. But when
who knows what stake ought to be paid.
the totalizator faces them they will invest
Mr. DUFFus.-lt simply empowers the
their money in that direction. - If this Bill
Governor in Council to say where the
passes, I am confident that a great deal
totalizator is to be used.
more money will be spent in gambling than
Mr. BEAZLEY.-The Bill says disis so spent at the present time.
Weare
tinctly that they are to fix the stakes. One
asked to do the verv reverse of \vhat the
object of the Bill is to remedy an evil Federal Parliament l{as done-passed a law
which exists in New Zealand, where the to pre.vent the investment of money in
stakes have been considerably reduced. gambling.
The effect in New Zealand has been to
Mr. MORRISSEY.-Has it been really
vastly increase the number of 'race meetings. effective.
Sir Robert Stout states that every little
Mr. BEAZLEY·-It has not. Gambling
hamlet has now its race meeting, and the still goes on, but the Federal Parliament
race-course has become a huge place for have passed a law providing that money
gambling almost every day of the year. shall not be sent through the Post Office
The honorable member has found that to a gentleman who is carrying on sweeps
Qut, and with a desire to keep up the legalized by the Government of Tasmania.
standard of racing, has made some provision Weare asked to do the very reverse of that,
for good stakes to be paid. It appears in and give every facility to the public to inthe Bill that the Governor in Council is to vest money on the totalizator.
fix what the stakes are to be. Probably
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Are there not
the leader of the Opposition, when forming
his Ministry, will have to look round for a totalizators in Collingwood?
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I know there is not
good racing man, who understands what
sort of stakes should be paid, or some honor- one in Abbotsford.
1\1r. BAILEs.-Was there ever one there?
able, member will move a vote of want of
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I sincerely trust that
confidence in the Government, because they
do not understand every.point of their busi- this Bill will not be passed into law.
1\1r. WATT.-I am sure the House is
ness.
I do not know very much about
racing, but those gentlemen who have carried obliged to the honorable member for Port
on successfully, and with credit to them- Fairy for the very courteous way in which
selves, the racing in connexion \vith the he has treated his opponents in this matter. I
V.R.C. will, in the near future, if this Bill believe that the enactment of this measure
is passed, pay more attention to the divi- would be detrimental to the highest moral
dends than 1.0 the sport.
Mr. Septimus interests of the country, and I fail to see,
Miller, I think, is the chairman, and gentle- after considerable thought, and investigamen like him will be going round to find out tion amongst a number of men whose opinhow the tote is paying, and how much money ions on this subject ought to be of value,
is put on. We have been told that the that the totalizator will achieve any of the
totalizator will suppress the bookmaker, good results honorable members have claimed
but the bookmaker exists in South Austra- for it in the course of this debate. At one
lia, and bookmakers are quite as numerous, time, when the Treasury was in difficulties,
if not more numerous, in New Zealand, particularly during last year, when the
since the totalizator was introduced. I charity vote had to be cut down by one
am told that in South Australia men are half, and serious injury was inflicted on
employed to watch and find out what the many of our best philanthropic agencies, I
machine odds are, and the bookmakers give felt inclined to waver on this question, if
A great the vote to the charities from this machine
the odds the machine is giving.
mistake will be made if this Bill is passed would be a substantial, assistance to them.
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I expressed that view on the platform at
the recent election, but I came to the conclusion that the amount our charities would
receive from this source would not be anything like compensation for the moral damage that might be done to the community'
generally through the legalization of the
The honorable member in
totalizator.
charge of the Bill has assumed that the
totalizator will decrease gambling.
Of
course, when one enters the realm of prophecy it is very easy to make statements on
either side, and we are always in doubt as
to how a particular measure will work out
in actual operation.
The experience in
other countries, as far as the opinion of
men whose views are worth anything goes,
is very conflicting. We have the Chief Commissioner of Police in South Australia, to
whom the honorable member for Port Fairy
referred, giving one opinion, but other gentlemen whom I have consulted in Adelaide
have given other opinions. A similar state
of things prevails in Western Australia,
Queensland, and New Zealand. In Western Australia the bookmaker has not been
killed, but has been registered to bet alongside the machine, and pays £20 a day for
that privilege. In South Australia, although measures were introduced to kill the
bookmaker, the bookmaker still lives, but
he is not registered. I believe that the
totalizator will not kill the bookmaker at
all. 1t might maim many of the small
bookmakers, but the larger bookmakers
will still keep their business going
011,
\~hether
the" are allowed to
bet
the
machine
odds
or
not.
Whether it will increase the amount of
money that changes hands on horse races
matters very little to the community, but
the important question is whether it will
extend the area of gambling so that a
greater number of persons will become inyolved.
If we reason it out, apart from
the experience of the machine in other
States, we must see that to legalize the
operation .of Jthe totalizator will give a
standard of respectability to what has
hitherto been forbidden under our gaming
laws, 'and thereby increase the number of
men and .women in Victoria who indulge in
gambling on horse races.
Quite a number
of people who attend the rac~s at Flemingtun will. not go under tpe elms and openly
bet with the bookmakers, but some. of them
.,~ill ~et on the machIne.
Many people
w~o are I!-0t addicted to gambling are frequently to be seen on our race-courses, but
they have an obje'ctlon to go to the bookMr. Watt.
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makers and ascertain the prices of horses,
take the odds, and get tickets marked in
. face of their friends j but if the totalizator
is brought into use on the race-courses
many of those people will have no such
delicacy at all in putting their money on
the machine, because· the stamp of respectability will have been given to it by the
Legislature, and people will buy totalizator
tickets as freely as they now buy tram.
tickets and postage stamps.
The result
will be that a large number of people who
are now prevented from betting on race
days by some of the odious associations of
the turf will be induced to bet on the totalizator, and thus the area of gambling may
b2 largely increased.
I do not object to
the man who knows the full moral risk of
betting, and who can afford to lose his
money, betting on a race-course or anywhere else, but I do object to anything that
will increase the proclivity to betting
amongst people who do not fully appreciate its horrible dangers and the risk they
run.
If I could shut my eyes to the
fact that that appears to me the inevitable
consequence of passing this measure I would
yote for the Bill, but I cannot blind myself to the truth that if the totalizator is
legalized in Victoria the area of gambling
will be largely extended.
Experience and
common sense prove that the bookmaker
will not be killed by the enactment of this
Bill, which simply prevents him from betting the machine odds. Even if a measure
were to follow this Bill to kill the bookmaker, as in the case of some other States,
betting on horse races would not be limited
to the race days. There would still be men
who would bet in whispers and in places
that are not places within the meaning of
the Ac.t, all over the city and country, weeks
and weeks before races are held. The
long-shot double will not be abolished,
neither will the present tendency to discus;')
horse racing and fritter away the best
energies of thIS country in that kind of
business.
We have far too much racing
in Victoria.
SIr SAMUEL GILLOTT.--Far too much ..
Mr. WATT.-:-If we could possibly limit
it to fewer places, without injury to per·
sonal or vested interests, and induce a
larger number of people to pay attentio~~o
their profitable and. productive businesses;
it would be far better for the country than
having hundreds of . men ira, elling round
to the sixty pony. meetings held in the
metropol,is every year, and the hundreds of
other race metings, held on proprietary' and

Totalizator

[17 AUG., 1904.J

Bill.

959

Mr. WATT.-I am glad to hear that,
club courses during the year, doing no good
to the nation, but dragging money out of the because I thought they were a pattern of
pockets of the many for the benefit of a solidarity to all other parties.
Mr. COLECHIN.-We believe more in the
few.
No real advantage accrues to the
nation from that business.
With regard human race than in the horse race.
to this Bill, I observe that q.uite a number
Mr. vVATT.-I am sure the honorable
of extraordinary provisions are to be seen member believes that j his appearance
in the measure: besides the one to which shows it.
Clause 2 of this Bill gives certhe honorable member for Abbotsford has tain definitions affecting the whole matter.
referred. I cannot imagine clause 14. being The machine is only to be in operation 011
drafted in serious earnestness.
It seems certain club courses; authorized by the Goto me
read like a very long and com- vernor in Council.
There are certain proIt proposes to give to the prietary courses expressly excluded from
plicated joke.
Governor in Council power over and above the privileges of using the machine. There
what he has under clause 6, to regulate the are three principal clubs in Victoria, the
stakes that are to be paid, and the condi- V.R.C, the V.A.T.e., and the 'Williamstions under which races are to be run in town Club.
The V.R.C. holds races on
Victoria. Clause 6 tells us that two-thirds sixteen da \'s of the vear at the present time
of the 72- per cent. of the total amount in·· -the nUI~ber may' vary one or two each
vested in the Jotalizator--that is 5 per year, either way-':the V.A.T.e. holds races
cent.-shall be expended in stakes and for on seventeen days, and the Williamstown
the improvement and necessary mainten- Club on eight. That makes forty-one days on
ance of the race-course where the totalizator which, .under this Bill, the machine would
is used, and above that, which is a compul- be in operation.
sory amount, the Governor in Council may,
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Is it not to
if he think fit, see that out of the gate, operate at country meetings?
booths, :md registration of the inevitable
Mr. WATT.-I am dealing only \vith
bookmaker, a certain other sum shall be the' !l1etropolis at present.
There are .:;ix
paid, which will increase the stakes above proprietary ('c·urses in Melbourne and subwhat they ate compelled to give under urbs who hold amongst them fifty-four days'
Clause 6. Surely the Government must rneetings·-Moonee Valley, Maribyrnong
take 1 acing in hand altogether, according Sandown Park, Aspendale, Mentcne, and
to that provision.
Epsom. Those six courses hold nine days'
Mr. MACKINNoN.-Nationalize it.
meetings per year each, or a total of fiftyMr. WATT.-Yes j grand nationalize it. four. N ow the honorable member in charge
Surely the Government could not, without of this Bill wants to get£30,000 from the 2!
increasing its huge responsibilities, enter per cent. of the total tax on the amount ininto the control of racing, and the details of vested in the totalizator, but he is going to
management, such as the stakes advertised cut out ,lJractir.ally all the betting that takes
and
paid over,
and the conditions place in Melbourne.
I am not referring
under which race3 are to be run, without to the meetings that take place at Rich·
s!:(riouslv putting the proposition to the mond and Ascot Vale, and at one course
people.' The last speaker very pr.operly they hold sixty meetings a year, but I am
pointed out that the Federal ParlIament taking the three principal clubs as against
and Government have taken steps to pre- the six proprietary courses. If you cut ;away
vent wholesale betting through the Post fifty-four fairly big meetings, which some
Office, and surely it would be an act of honorable members have attended, and only
stultification for the State LegislatUle to put the machine into operation on forty -one
render easv and facile the working of a days, the bookmaker must be allowed to bet
machine which would increase betting, and at those fifty-four meetings, whatever he
to undertake the responsibility of control- does on those forty-one days when
ling horse racing.
the machine is in operation, so that
M r. PP:CNDERGAST .-Is it not controlled he will still get the profits from his lmsiness
in every State that has got the totalizator? on those fifty-four days, whatever he does
1\1r. WATT.-That interjection shows a on the forty-one days. The New Zealand
vast difference in the views or honorable figules do not apply to Victoria. They
members, who are supposed to vote solidly may get £r9,000 from rk per cent. of the
on this and every other question.
tax, and, reckoning at per head of the £"()PU:Mr. MURRAY.-They are divided, like lation, we might get £30,000 from 2~ per
all other parties.
cent. j but. if you are going to cut right out
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from the operation of the machine more
than half the meetings in the suburbs, your
calculations will be seriously affected. These
courses are all registered under the V.R. C.
rules. As the Speaker knows, perhaps, better than any other honorable member, the
V.R.C. controls the sport absolutely by
consent, and not by any statutory provisions, but by the consensus of sporting
opinion which gives the V.R.C. power to
disqualify horse, rider, trainer, or courseowner, who does not abide by their decisions, and pay the stakes they determine
shall be paid. On the proprietary courses
they have to give, according to the rules
of the V.R.C., £300 per day in stakes on
five of the week-days, and £350. on Saturday. If the honorable member in charge
of the Bill is going to be fair, and particularly if he wants the Treasury and the
new charity fund to benefit to the extent
he desires, he ought to say at once that
on all courses conducted in a proper way
the totalizator may be used.
Mr. DUFFus.-We must draw the line
somewhere.
Mr. WATT.-All courses where bona fide
meetings take place, where the sfakes and
th~ conditions are as laid down by the premIer club, the V.R.C., should be brought
within the scope of this measure, and be
allowed to use the machine. If the honorable member does that, the chances are he
will get a considerable portion of the revenue he has estimated, and do no injustice
to a large ~umber of patrons of the sport,
~vho have n~ked a vast amount of money
III horse racmg, and have done their best
to keep the sport pure and free from the
objec~ion~ he has so eloquently described.
If thIS BIll passes the second reading I will
ta~e the opportunity of proposing in CommIttee a number of amendments, wIllcn will
have the effect I have mentioned, and other
amendments which I will not now enumerate.
The honorable member in charge of the
Bill has ~sked me what courses I thought
the totalIzator should be applicable to.
I think it is a safe line to say
that ,:my club or proprietor of a
race-course who runs subject to the V.R.C.
rules .ought to be capable of conducting th~
machme properly, and in the interests of
the public.
I object to the use of the machine at all, and am going to oppose this
measure; but if vve are going to introduce
it, let us do it fairly, and not make an
undue preference in favour of certain clubs
excluding certain proprietary courses. Cer~
tain quotations have been made with re-
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gard to the views expressed on the totalizator, and Sir Richard Baker was quoted as
favouring the machine-stating that it purified racing, and killed the bookmaker.
Now, according to the latest evidence published in the Australasian last week, Sir
Richard Baker has modified his views conHe admits the exsiderably on this point.
istence of the bookmakers on the course,
but says they are mostly welshers, and that
the prohibition of registration allows the
existence of a certain class of men on
whom the public cannot rely, and who get
away with the money before settlement. Sir
Richard Baker therefore advocates the registration of the bookmaker; because he says
you cannot do without him. That is a very
frank admission to which I ask the attention
of the honorable member for Port Fairy, as
coming from a man who originally favoured
the totalizator. According to him the bookmaker carries on alongside of the machine
and must be registered.
V{hether he bets
the machine odds or his own manufactured
odds matters little; he cannot be killed. This,
to my mind, is an attempt to superimpose on
already existing facilities for gambling, a
new machine which must lead to the increase and popularity of gambling.
I do
not intend to discuss the question whether
the measure will improve the breed of
horses, but that is a matter to which considerable attention has been ~iven by experts,
and on which varied opinions have been
expressed.
It is a question well worthy
the attention of gentlemen who take an interest in the matter, but I do not feel qualified myself to deal with it.
I sincerely
trust that this measure will not be passed.
The public have never sanctioned it, and although the Assembly passed it on two consecutive occasions, it has since rejected the
Bill whenever it has been presented to it.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-I have
listened with some amusement and a great
deal of interest to the speecn of the honorable member for Essendon.
At all times
when he takes up the advocacy of any measure he advocates it with great earnestness.
I can recall a time when at a celebrated
conference at Port Fairy the honorable member, with equal earnestness and warmth,
advocated the continuance of the great national gamble that was carried on for a
number of years in connexion with the Australian Natives Association.
Mr. WATT.-I would do the same again.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-Gambling, we all recognise, is undoubted 1v .an
evil, and the chief argument, as far -as I
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understand, that has been used in this dis- troduced. We have had just cited to us by
cussion is that, because it is an evil, it the honorable member for Essendon two
should not be legalized. Now, suppose we different opinions of Sir Richard Bakerwere to apply the same kind of argument one in which he expressed his entire
to the liquor trade. We all recognise that approval of the totalizator, and then
drinking is an evil.
the
later
opmlOn
that
it
was
Mr. MACKINNoN.-Drinking to excess.
absolutely necessary to license or register
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-Yes j bookmakers. I do not know whether it is
but, while we recogn;ise that drinking is an possible to suggest any means by which we
evil, 'we take good care that the liquor trade can abolish the bookmaker, but from what
is controlled . We license it to be carried little I have seen of race-courses-at F lemon under very severe restrictions. We make ington and elsewhere-I have always held
provision that it shall be conducted in the opinion that the bookmaker is an evil
buildings that shall have certain accommo- that we ought to try to get rid of, and it
dation, and provide control in several other is because I think we shall be able in some
respects. But, according to the arguments measure to get rid of him-or, at any rate,
of some honorable members who have spoken to reduce to a smaller number those who
against this Bill, we should not legalize prey upon the public in this way-that I
the liquor trade at all; we should allow it support this Bill. That, at any rate, is
to be carried on without let or hindrance. one of my reasons for supporting it. It
I think that if that argument applies in the is strange that in the five States in which
one case ,it should apply in the other.
the totalizator is in operation, they have
Mr. WATT.-Are you prepared to apply all got women's suffrage. We were given
to understand, in connexion with women's
~t to every kind of vice?
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-Wher- suffrage, that it was one of the means by
ever it is impossible, in my judgment, to which we were going to moralize the people.
abolish the vice altogether, I should cer- Some honorable members have said that the
tainly legalize it, with a view to bringing totalizator was in existence in those States
it under control.
I would certainly say before they had women's ~ffrage, but,
that, if it is possible by any means of legis- even if that is so, why, when the women
lation to abolish gambling of all sorts, that obtained the suffrage, have they not taken
measure would have my heartiest support j the first opportunity to bring about the
but I say that, where it is impossible to do abolition of! the totalizator? As to the
so, we ought to take every means in our charity argument, it does not weigh with
power to lessen, as far as we can, the evil. me in the slightest degree. I do not reIt is very gratifying to know that, as far gard the matter from the point of view of
as honorable members are concerned, they whether we are going to raise money by
I
are prepared to credit one another with this means for the charities or not.
expressing honest opinions on this matter, simpl y look at the matter from the one
and it is because I conscientiousl v believe aspect-as to whether the Bill will or will
that by legalizing the totalizator the effect not lessen. the gamblin.g evil. I know that
will be to lessen the evil of gambling, that some people lay a great deal of stress on
I am going to support the Bill. We have the fact that, if the totalizator is legalized,
had different statements as to the operation we shall be able to derive a large sum of
of the totalizator in other States. Those money from it for the benefit of the charistatements, indeed, are of a most conflict- ties, and it is considered in some quarters
ing character, and as they are of such a to be a most iniquitous thing that the Parconflicting character it seems to me that we liament of this State should take any steps
are placed in the position of haVling to exer- to get money in that peculiar manner.
cise our own judgment as to whether the Another reason why I think the totalizator
legalization of the totalizator in Victoria is will have the effect of lessening the
likely to effect the lesse'ning of the gam~ gambling evil is because it will, in a great
bling evil here or not. After reasoning the measure, expose those people who want to
matter out in my own mind, I have come to bet. I think it is the fact of the exposure
the conclusion that it will have the effect which will have the effect of preventing a
in some measure of lessening the eVlil. I number of people from gambling who now
When attending raceam not going into the side issue of whether bet on the nod.
it will abolish the bookmaker or not. We courses, I have seen young men, at country
are told that it does not abolish the book- meetings as well as town meetings, go
maker 'in other States where it has been 'in- to bookmakers with whom they were
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acquainted, and make bets on the nod. Then, view, and it is because I really believe that
as has been explained by the introducer of if we have the totalizator legalized it will
this measure, when they find themselves have the effect of lessening the evil of
called on on settling-day to square up, and gambling that I am prepared to give my
they have not the necessary means to 90 so, vote for this measure to-night.
there is a temptation for those Y9yng
Mr. KEOGH.-Like other honorable
people to take money from those for whom members who have spoken, I must confess to
they are 'working, and so render themselves nob knowing a great deal about gambling,
liable to imprisonment.
Going back to but I have seen something of the gambling
the argument of exposure, it occurS to me practices on the race-course, and I have also
that it would have a deterrent effect on learnt something from my friends who know
I believe that
those who desired to bet. In Sweden, in a little about the matter.
connexion with the licensing laws, one of honorable members all have the same aim
1he provisions is that all those places where in view-that is, to minimize as far as posdrink is sold shall be absolutely open to sible the gambling evil. Oneof the arguments
the public, and that system is regarded as that has been used-and it appears to be
having a most deterrent effect.
We can a stock argument-is that the totalizator
easily imagine that, if in Melbourne the has not been a success in the other States
Now, if
people who drink in bars were exposed to where it has been introduced.
the gaze of the public, a great many people that be so, how is it that the Act has not
It is still
would shrink from going into public been repealed in those States?
houses, who now do so.
The fact that going on there: There have been elections
people can now go into closed bars and cosy from time to time, and the representatives
parlours probably lends a great deal of of the people have not taken any steps to
encouragement to the vice of excessive repeal the measure, so that I do not believe
drinking.
In the same way I think that it has been unsatisfactory in those States~
if we have this machine in public operation Another point which has been taken is tha~
I
so that people are compelled to go before this Bill will not kill the bookmaker.
the gaze of acquaintances, who know them do not think that was the sole object of
The Bill, as I understand from
well, in order to register their bets, it will the Bill.
have' the effect of, to some extent at least, what the honorable member for Port Fairy
I admit
chE cking this parti~ular vice.
As regards has said, is to regulate betting.
t1)(' morality argument, I would like to know that there is too much racing, too much
whether honorable members are really betting; that gambling is rampant in VicThe
sincere about the matter, because if they toria, and it ought to be stopped.
are I would ask them if they are prepared police make some endeavour to stop it. I
to support a measure that will prevent the think it was on the eve of the last Cup that
advertising of Tattersall's sweeps in tl:e they made a raid on Mr. Wren. I think that·
local newspapers?
Are they prepared to it is in Ireland that they chase the wren,.
take steps to prevent the publication of the once a year--on St. Stephen's Day-and that
names of the winners of those sweeps in the appears to be the practice here. They try
papers, not even as advertisements, but as to get at the Wren here, but only once a
news?
Will they stop the circulation of year., and during the rest of the year he is
sporting papers which contain nothing allowed to run his little totalizator with imbut information relating to all kinds of sport punity. There is no doubt, as I have said,
There is no
and betting? Will they support a measure that gambling is rampant.
that will stop all forms of gambling, in- woman \V.ho appears to be too old, and no
cluding raffles at bazaars, art unions, and child that appears to be too young, to go
all that kind of thing?
If they are pre- in for betting. I cannot see why, therepared to do that I 'will admit that they are fore, honorable members will not make some
sincere in connexion with this particular attempt to regulate gambling in connexion
matter, but if they are not it occurs' to me with racing. If the Bill which the honorto somewhat doubt their sincerity.
I do able member for Port Fairy has introduced,
not attach any weight whatever to the argu- does not effect all that honorable members
ment that this measure is going to improve want, why do they not insert some amendthe breed of horses, as has been suggested ments in the Bill, ani! if possible stamp out,'
in some' quarters, or that it will enable as far as they can, the gambling evil? As
various racing clubs to give very much th~honorable member for Ovens has pointed
bigger prizes.
As I .~ave already s~id, I out, there are' a large number 'of people who
regard the Bill simply from one pomt of want to drink, but still we do not close
Mr. A. A. BiZlson.
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hotels up altogether. Because there are a
large number of teetotallers and people who
do not want to drink, we do not say to those
who do want to have a little whisky that
t'hey are not to have it. In the same way,
a great number of people want to bet, and
I do not know that this House is the guardian of all those people's consciences. If
half the people of the State want to bet,
and want to bet on the totalizator, is it a
right thing for this House to say, "You
shall not bet; we will not allow you; we
will not have the totalizator." In France
the totalizator is in use, and I believe that
in that country the charities are supported
nearl y altogether by a tax on amuse~ents.
The totalizator in France, together wIth the
other taxes on amusements, not only yields a
sufficient sum to run all the charities, but
recently there was also a sum of £100,000
over for the purchase of
stallions
to improve the stock of the country.
The statements which have been
made as to the probable effects of
this measure are so conflicting that it is
very hard to say what its result will be
without actually trying it. Then, I ask,
wh-.; not make it a tentative measure, in the
sa~e wav as the Factories Act? If it does
not wor-k well it can be discontinued,
whereas if it does work well let us continue it by all means. The totalizator never
bribes a Jockey, it never pulls a horse, t~e
betting must be done in cash, and what IS
more, the totalizator always pays cash,
,vhich is more than the bookmaker always
does. Again, one of the principa.l things
I see in favour of it is that it divides the
money up amongst the people.
Bookmakers come into country distrlcts, where
, there is a fairlv large meeting, and they
always take away £300 or £400 from the
people. By the totalizator that money,. instead of being taken away, would be dIVIded
un amongst the people again. Certainly, it
,,':ould not be the same people who would
have the money, but the money would remain with the people, less the percentage
going to the charities. I want to see' gamblinD"b put down as much as anybody
else.
•
I would like to see the davs of racmg restricted, arid the totalizato~ only used on
days fixed by the Chief Secretary and the
Victorian Racing Club. I do not see any
reason whv the Government should not fix
these days: Some honorable members seem
to laugh at the idea of the Government ha~
ing a finger in the pie, but wherever there IS
an' evil existing, I think it is the duty of the
Government to step in and stamp out that
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evil, or at any rate to regulate it as far as
possible.
Mr. BEARD.-There was a time when
I was strongly in favour of the totalizator,
but having seen its operation in New Zealand for some considerable time, I came
to the conclusion that it did increase gambling to a yery large extent, and from that
practical knowledge of the operation of the
Totalizator Act in New Zealand I have been
strongly opposed to the totalizator ever since.
The honorable member for Ovens stated
that we ought to argue on the same lines
for nationalizing the totalizator as for
nationalizing the liquor traffic.
I do
not think there is any analogy, because if you nationalize the liquor traffic
you do it for the purpose of lessening the
chances of men obtaining liquor in excess,
but by legalizing the totalizator vou make
it easier for men to gamble. I -think the
Bill might reasonably be entitled "A Bill
to Legalize and Facilitate Gambling." As
honorable members know, a leaflet was
quoted, which mentioned Sir Robert Stout
of New Zealand, as being opposed to th~
Bill.
1\1r. Seddon is reported to have
stated in the same leaflet to a deputationAlthough the Treasury would lose £13,000 per
annum by abolishing the tote he would be glad
to do away with it. The effect of introducincr the
machine has been to spread the vice of gambiing.
The totalizator had caused gambling to permeate
the ?omes of the people, and he suggested that
a BIll to gradually do away with the machine
should be treated as one of urgency, and the
total izator be a thing of the past in that colony.

I noticed in New Zealand that women, who
previously did not bet at race meetings,
put their money frequently on the tote.
Mr. KEOGH.-How do you know thev
did not bet previously?
.
1\1r. BEARD.-The evil as I saw it
there was brought about largely by the introduction of the totalizator. Mention has
been made of an illegal totalizator run at
present in one of our constituencies. Any
person who goes into that constituency and
comes in contact with people in direct touch
with that illegal machine will see at' onc'e
that the people there-many hundreds of
them-are ,led to gamble because they have
got easy access to the machine. Therefore.
I say that on a race-course the same thing
would apply, for the machine would be
in fr~nt of the p~ople as a temptation.
Expenence has shown that it does not do
away with the bookmaker, but to a large
extent feeds the' gamblin'g spirit that the
bookmaker .desires to' see in the people. I
a.m always m favour of any legislation that
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will increase incomes derived from honest
industry, but anything that will fa~ilitate
money being got by gambling I am strongly
.
opposed to.
Mr. DOWNWARD.-I believe that a
Totalizator Bill could be introduced that
would minimize gambling very considerably,
but I do not think that this Bill will
have that effect. This Bill would do verv
much the same as the totalizator measure.
in the other four States have done, that
is, it would increase gambling. It would
improve the surroundings of betting on the
race-course, and when you improve the surroundings you would necessarily popularize gambling.
That has been the result
in the other States where the totalizator
has been tried. If we want to regulate
gambling there is no doubt that a Totalizator Bill could be framed that would
do so.
The State steps in and regulates, with very stringent conditions, the
drink traffic, and if it was desired to deal
comprehensively with the gambling that
goes on, that is carried on to excess, and
is injurious to the morals and general welfare of the communitv, a Totalizator Bill
should be introduced ~ that would make it
an offence to bet on any race-course, except
through the totalizator. Under the ~icens
ing Act it is an offence for any unlIcensed
person to sell drink, and the same principle could be applied in connexion with
the totalizator. When you have secured
a monopoly of the gambling through L.he
machine you could take a good suhst ant13 I
portion of the winnings for the services of
the State, and particularly for the charities.
If you found that gambling was
still carried on to an extent that was injurious, you could take a further percentage of the winnings. I would have been
readv to support the Bill if it proposed
to take 10 rer ~ent. from the winnings
for the purpose of the charities.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-We will raise the
percentage.
Mr. DOWNWARD.-I would not allow
the bookmaker to come into competition
with the totalizator j I would make bookmaking an offence, and so secure fo~ the
machine a monopoly of the whole busmess.
When you get a monopoly of the business
vou can exact larger percentages, with
less risk of making the machine unprofitable. "Ve do not fail to prevent liquor
from being sold by unlicensed persons,
at any rate, we do not fail as a rule, and
we would not fail if we passed a law forbidding gambling except through the
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totalizator.
'Vithout this restriction of
forcing all the gambling through the
totalizator, last year in New Zealand over
£1,250,000 went through the machine.
With Our larger population it would not be
unreasonable to expect that in the near
future about £2,000,000 would go through
the machine, and 10 per cent, on that
would give us £200,000, or the whole
amount paid away in old-age pensions last
year. If there was then too much gambling
the State could take a larger amount, say,
12 or 15 per cent.
Such is the gambling
instinct in human nature that men will
bet even if they do not get a large return
for the risk.
We see men go on the
race-course, and back horses at even
mone\', or 2 to Ion.
That shows
that .they are not to be deterred from
betting because the returns are likely
to be small.
Betting is an instinct too
deeply rooted in human nature to be altogether stopped.
I do not think a man
will be deterred from betting by knowing
that if he wins £10 he will have to give
£1 to the State.
I am judging by my
own experience and the experience of others
who indulge in a little betting on racecourses.
Therefore, I think we could
harness this vice, and make it a source of
revenue to meet the wants of the distressed
people of the State.
It seems to me that
this is a most legitimate way of seeking
to raise revenue, and I believe it would meet
with the approval of the large majority of
the people when they saw it in operation.
To take, as the Bill proposes, and as is
done in other States, a paltry 2! per cent.
{oJ:' the charities, would simply be to provide
an additional inducement to gambling without gaining any great advantage.
The
Bill seems to be framed entirely on lines
to suit racing clubs that want to improve
their financial positions. It would do that,
as the measures in New Zealand and the
other States have done.
I am prepared
to vote for a Bill which provides that at
least 10 per cent. of the winnings shall be
taken for the charities, and that the
machine shall have the monopoly of
gambling.
If it is possible to get an
amendment of that kind made in this Bill
I shall vote for the. second reading.
r:rhe
Bill with the small percentage proposed to
be taken for -the charities would only, as
the honorable member, fo·r Abbotsford
stated, be an instrument for increasing
gambling.
It would cause people to
gamble who do not care to gamble with
the bookmakers.
I am quite satisfied
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that £200,000 a year could be obtained
from this source, without any hardship or
any inconvenience, and I am going by the
experience gained in New Zealand, where
tfley took nearly £20,000 by deducting
only I per cent. or I~ per cent. With our
larger population ?- deduction of 10 per
cent. would give £200,000, and the larger
percentage would have the effect perhaps of
checking some of the gambling.
Some
people might say that if io per cent. was
to be taken they would not bet at all. I
would make it an offence for any bookmaker
to be on the race-course, just as it is an
offence for any man who has no licence to
go on a race-course and sell whisky. Unlicensed men are not found on race-courses
selling drinks, because of the stringent law
we have against it. If we bad a similarly stringent law against bookmakers plying their calling they would not be seen on
the race-courses.
:Mr. COLECHIN.-Another monopoly.
Mr. DOWNWARD. - It would be a
State monopoly which I think the honorable member approves of, for the State
would say that all the betting should be
done through the machine, and would take
10 per cent. of the winnings of those who
ohose to bet.
I would like to see a
Totalizator Bill passed, and would like to
see the experiment tried, that has not been
tried in the other States, of exacting a large
percentage of the winnings in order that a
substantial sum might be given to the charities·
M'r. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat liVest).
- I should like to give one or two reasons
for supporting the Bill. In the first place,
it seems to me to be a very remarkable thing
that the chief opponents of this measure
are composed of an unholy alliance, consisting of the clergy and the bookmakers. It
seems to be a very remarkable thing if
the bookmaker is to continue to flourish
notwithstanding the fact that the totalizator
would be in existence, that the bookmakers
are strenuously in opposition to the measure.
Their opposition is not confined to this particular State, for in New Zealand and
South Australia they are strenuously opposed to the totalizator. It is a fact that
there is a decided tendency to wipe out the
bookmaking class where the totalizator is
in operation. The clergy argue that the
totalizator would increase the vice of
gambling that is sufficiently prevalent in our
midst at present. The honorable member
for Jika Jika has told us that in New Zealand women have indulged in betting since
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the 10talizator was brought into existence,
whereas before they did not bet at all. I
think that is a gratuitous assumption. How
does the honorable member know whether
they betted with the bookmakers or not
before the introduction of the totalizator?
It seems to me that, owing to the publicity
given to betting by the totalizator, it has
only occurred to the honorable member that
women have given greater support to
betting, because they are actually seen engaged in it, whereas there is a certain
amount of privacy in betting with bookmakers. There is another reason, and a
vtry good reason indeed, why the totalizator should be supported at this particular
stage, and it is this: that a large percentage
of the takings will go to the charities. I
should like to see the clause dealing with
this matter amended in Committee, so that
10 per cent. or 15 per cent. of the takings
would go to the charities.
I f the
honorable member who moved the second
reading of this lneasure can see his way
clear to accept an amendment of that
character, I believe that a large number of
honorable members, who are now opposed to
the Bill, will give it their hearty support.
Mr. DowNwARD.-He says he agrees to
that.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat liVest).
- I am glad to hear it· Taking a general
view of the situation, I have not heard any
arguments from the opponents that would
lead me to believe that the totalizator
would have the effect of increasing the
gambling spirit.
If I thought it would
have that effect I would oppose the measure, not because I see any greater harm
in a man putting £5 on a horse than investing £5 in mining shares. To me there
is no difference between the man who bets
on the race-course at Flemington, and the
man who speculates on the Stock Exchange
in Melbourne or in Ballarat. They both
eq~ally indulge in the vice of gambling.
It IS strange that a large number of gentlemen, who are admittedlv interested in
stocks and shares, should- assume an air
of indignation because certain members see
fit to support tris Bill. I sincerely trust
that the second reading will be passed,
and that the Bill will be amended in Committee as I have indicated.
Mr. McCUTCHEON.-This Bill is objectionable in the first place, because it proposes to enact a most inconsistent law. The
law at present is against betting in any
public place j it prevents the recovery of
any gambling debt. If a man is seen with
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a betting machine on any race-course he
may be punished, and if boys are found
playing" two-up" in any of the alleys the
police pounce on them and march them off.
I want to know why any particular class
should be thus prosecuted if another class
is going to be indulged in the pleasure of
gambling. I do not ,rish to be misunderstood on this question, for it is a matter of
ethics on which there is a very great difference, of opinion, lAs has been already
fully pointed out, the moral ill, probably,
does not come in where the man is able
to gamble without 'materially affecting
either his own future or that of any other
person for who~ he is responsible; but
where the gamblmg affects the future of
a man, and through him of those who are
immediately dependent upon him, as it
undoubtedly does here, and all over the
world, the moral evil comes in. It is not
fr?m any distorted view that I oppose the
BIll; but I oppose it on the ground
that we have no right, as legislators, while we permit the gambling
laws that are now on the statute-book
to remain, to enact another law which would
provide that, under certain circumstances
an,d conditions, we ,yill shut our eyes to the
evIl effects of gamblmg, and permit one class
at one particular place to do tha-t which in
another place is declared to be unlawful.
Where does the consistency come in, and
how would it help to establish for
our legislators a reputation for wisdom
if they passed such a measure as this?
I hope the House will not lower its reputation by putting inconsistent laws on the
It is no use attempting to
statute-book.
stop gambling, not the slightest; neither
is it any use to attempt to stop drinking.
In answer to the remarks made to-night
about controlling gambling, I say that the
law, as far as it can, without unduly affecting the liberty of the subject, has succeeded in controlling gambling.
It Ip.s
put its 5tamp of disapproval on gambling.
Unless we are going to have detectives following the people at every turn and watching every movement, we cannot do any more
than what is being done. '. But it does not
follow that,' because we cannot control
gambling any better than we do; we
should open the flood-gates of gambling,
and. give encouragement to 'one of the
greatest evils in this community . . If we
stamp the practice of gambling with the
8.pproval of th~ State, ho,v can we expect'
the people of this State to observe laws
which prohibit gambling under other conMr. McCutcheon.
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ditions-how can we expect them to observe those laws when they find them relaxed under certain conditions? 'What arc
these conditions? I differ from those who
have spoken of receiving a certain amount
of payment for permitting an evil of this
sort.
If a person offered so much for another's vote, I would stamp that as bribery,
but no member of this House is concerne-i
with anything of that sort.
The bribery
comes in in this • case, because it is an attempt to get' at a certain portion of the
community, and influence its opinions bv
offering to give a certain sum of money t~
the ch~rjties, which would be a good thinb
in itself but for the evil source from which
the money is derived.
I fail to see why
this House should in·jorse ,,,hat is practics.lly an a.ttempt to bribe the public. We
have laid upon ourselves the duty of supporting the charities of this State, and
when the time comes this House will be
prepared to do what i& right in connexion
with them.
Now we are asked to kill
an~' charitable feeling that may exist in the
('ommunit~T, because the people are not to
support the charities out of their own
pockets, as it is proposed to make a
levy on those who go to amusements. I
want to know if that is consistent with the
dignity of this House or this State, as a
Christian State? I do not think it is, and
I hope the Bill will not be passed for
that reason.
I would like to draw
the attention of members to another
I t has
decided weakness in the Bill.
been said that this measure will stamp
(Iut bookmaking, and will thus prevent a
good deal of betting that now goes on. I
think, Mr. Speaker, vou will admit that !
2m consistent in saying that it is impossible
to stop gambling if people want to gamble;
for that reason I consider the provision in
the Bill, which prohibits any person underthe age of 2 I from betting, is another attempt to close the eyes of the House to the
real natl!f~ of the Bill.
Does anyone
ht'lieve it possible. that young men, up to
the age of 21, will be stopped from gambling . bec:wse it is forbidden by a clause
j 11 rhis Bill?
That will not be the case.
Boys from 10 to 12, and up to 2 I, are
eager for gambling; they .go to horse. ra('e~
when they can and study the odds.
.Do
hOI!orable members think this clause win
prevent that?
1\[r: Th'[ORRISSEY.-lt will, not make !h~
position any w\)rse.
Mt. MuRRAY.~Would you alter the age
cf boys who may' buy liquor?

l'otalizator

[17 AT:G., 1904.J

Bill.

967

Mr. McCUTCHEON.-No. It is verv letters from going through the post. We
well known that the licensing law in th:.:! are straining at the gnat and swallowing
old country forbids children of a certain the camel, for by this Bill we are proposage from being served with liquor, and th~t ing to open the flood-gates of gambling on
What is to' be done with
is the principle that should apply to thIS our race-courses.
Bill, and should be made use of to dis- this odd 5 per cent. which is proposed to
courage and stop anything of this sort. be taken? Several honorable members have
We frequently blame such institutions as stated to-night that they do not sympathize
Monte Carlo and other places, from the with gambling at all-that they are not
scientific point of view, because those who gamblers, and that they want to stop gamgo to gamble there know they are contri- bling; but they propose to hand over 5 per
buting a certain proportion of their money cent. to the race-course owners to increase
·-·about 10 per cent.-to the bank. Here the stakes of gambling, and to increase the
we have a Bill that proposes that 7~ per excitement andl the attraction of gambling,
cent. of the monevs invested in the totaliza· and perhaps to double the number of races.
tor shall go to the racing clubs and the Sometimes now there are eigllf races in a
charities.
I s this House going to day, and perhaps by-and-by there will be
We are talking of twelve~ to make the totalizator come into
legalize that ?
opening up the lands of this State, playas much as possible, and so increase
putting the young men upon them, teach- gambling.
Mr. "MuRRAY.-And get straight, honest
ing them thrift, and of finding occupations for our boys and girls, and yet WI~ running for their money.
propose under this Bill to legalize this kind
Mr. McCUTCHEON.-They may get
of thing. Is this House going to sanction that at times; but, however straight or
that? It is utterly unprincipled and wrong, honest that running may be, those who put
and I do not think this House should be their money on will be 7 ~ per cent. short
bribed by the false. cry of charity. In when the ?ay i? over, and will be always
connexion with the amount of money pro- on the losmg SIde so long as this tote is
posed to be taken for the charities, I would permitted to act.
like to point out that the amendment sugMr. MURRAy.-They lose everything now.
gested will not have the effect supposed,
Mr. McCUTCHEON.-Let us just exand the experience of other States points an;ine that statement. Do they lose everyto that. One State has fixed the amount to thmg now? We have all heard of the skinbe retained for charity at I~· per cent., and ning of the lamb, and we know what that
otber States have fixed similarly small . means, but very often the wolf gets skinned
amounts. vVhat is the reason?
The real a'l well as the lamb. The extraordinary
reason is, that if you take such an amount argument has been put here to-night that
as has been suggested, 10 per cent. or 12 we are to accept as a rule what sometimes
per cent., out of the money put into the happens up country, when one of these
tote, it will kill gambling on the tote. gam~ling bookmakers goes to a country
I am not a gambler, but I mix with men meetmg, and takes £300 or £400 with
of the worldl, and talk these mafters over, him from the district when he goes back.
and no one who knows anything of gam- Of course, he sometimes does that but if
bling will belieye that a man who has any he did it always, he \vould not find people
idea whatever of the odds will go in if to gamble with him. Men must win a fair
he feels he is going to lose 10 per cent. proportion of times, or they would not
or 12 per cent. as a certainty.
gambl.e at. all.
:,We have no right to
Mr. :MoRRIssEY.-They go into Tatter- commIt tlus House to what is an absolute
sall's sweeps, where they know 10 per cent. loss to those who engage jn it, nor have we
is taken.
any right, considerjng our business position
Mr. McCUTCHEON.-The honorable and the mor8.lity of the State, to open the
member's interjection reminds me of another c1~or to this sort of thing, and stamp it
If I know anything
argument which I was going to use. Here WIth our apprnval.
we are in the Commonwealth stopping let- at all of human nature, I am certain, withters going through the post to Tattersall's Ou! prophesying, that, when the stigma of
sweeps. Why? On the grounds of morality gomg upon the race-course, or the stigma
we say that we will not allow this sort of of assocjating with the low Class of me':}
thing to be done. Here is another incon- who form the majoritv of the bookmakers
sistency. We have a law upon the Com- is removed, and ·when'the totalizator take'.)
monwealth statute-book preventing these the place of the bookmaker-I am certain)
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I say, that any restraint will disappear
which has hitherto existed through the conventional idea of gambling, or through the
fact that your neighbour may condemn it,
.or through the fact that your banker, if he
hears of the business man doing it, calls
him into his parlour-~Ir. ~IuRRAY.-To get a tip from him.
~Ir. ~IcCUTCHEON.-I enjoy the jokes
of the ~ [inister of Lands very well indeed.
but his statement that men ~lle called into
bank. parlours to gtt gambling tips is not
a f",ir representation of the case.
That is
not the reason why they are called in there,
as a rule.
They are called in very oJten
for a much more unpleasant reason, and a
much more unpleasant half-hour than th~!
discussing :)f racif.lg tips..
I appeal Lo
you, Mr. Speaker, against the interjections
of the }\1inister of Lands.
We are verv
good friends, but he must not interject, o'r
you will pull him up.
.
Mr. 1(URRAY.-You have the Speaker on
your side on this fJuestion.
~Ir. McCUTCHEON .-1 always like
to be on the side of the strong men, and
I am glad to know that you, sir, are on my
side in this matter
Mr. ~IuRRAY.-You are on the side of
the strong men to-night-the bookmakers.
Mr. McCUTCHEON.-I have bad no
dealings with the bookmakers, and I do
not approve of any unholy alliance between
If
bookmakers and clergymen at all.
clergymen understood their position, they
would keep away from anything of that
.sort at all, because I cannot see bow thev
.can preach morality on th,:, Sunday and
make an alliance with the bookmakers on
.the Monday. It is not from any reason of
that sort, nor from any church point of
view, that I object to this Bill.
I consider
that the dignity of this House and the
time-honoured traditions of this House are
not to be broken through in order that this
community may be given over to gambling.
Can anyone look at what goes on on a
race day, and long before it, or go to racecourses on the mornings when the trials are
going on, and not see the intense excitement and the wav in which the matter
seizes the minds of the people? The very
employes in the shops and other establishments are so taken up with it that thev
I
can scarccl v attend to their business.
know, of my own knowledge, the way i~
whkh these matters are discussed in the
factories, and the time that is taken up b\"
apprentices and workmen over it when thev
should be thinking of how much money they
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can b~ing home to their families on Saturday.
That IS the sort of thing that is going on all
through this community. We know that in
nine cases out of ten the married men who
gaI?ble should not be .gambling, because 01
thelf other responsibilities, and because we
know that at the week's end their money is
short, and the tradesmen are short and
they go to the Insolvency Court. We' know
that these gambling debts are paid, oecause
they are so-called dehts of honour befor,:their legitimate tradesmen's bills 'are acco~nted for.
Because of all these things,
thIS House has no right to sanction such a
Bill as this, and to give it the stamp of ib
approval because it carries a bribe of z!
per cent. for the charities.
One particu:
lar clause has been well alluded to by the
honorable member for Essendon and the
h~:morablc member for Abbotsford, especiall y the last part of it providin 0' that the
Governor in Council may make r~gulations
for the granting of permission to use the
totalizator, and for limiting the number of
race meetings at which the totalizator may
be used, and for fixing the lowest amount
of stakes which must be offered at any race
meeting at which the totalizator is to be
used, and generally every facilitv for the
i think i.t
carrying out of this measure.
is an insult to bring such a thing as that
before the House, and to ask gentlemen to
give their time to that sort of business, the
whole of whose abilities and faculties and
work are required to the utmost, as the
Ministe; of La~ds knows, for carrying out
the dutIes of thIS State, for preventin oa this
State from going back in the race for
meeting the interest on the debts of this
State, and for carrying on the government
?f the. State consistently and properly. It
IS an 111sult to put such a clause as this
111.
Mr. GAUNSON stated that he rose to
Was it parliamentarv
a point of order.
to say that a Bill proposed to this House
was an insul t ?
~he ~PEAKER.-The rule upon the
subject IS t~at a member addressing himself to a BIll may reflect upon that Bill.
but must not reflect upon any statute unless
for the purpose of moving for its repeal.
Mr. McCUTCHEON.-To bring an..such child's playas this' into the serious
councils oIThe State, and to ask the Governor· in Council to go into such matters
as thIS, when ffie real and serious affairs
of the State should be before them s."s to
my mind, an insult to this House a~d ~ill
prove, if accepted, one of the ~ery worst
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things which could happen in the State. I
believe tT1at all the members of this House
rece'lved a circular containing an extract
which appeared in- the Review of Reviews
from the speech of Sir Robert Stout. That
gentleman does not occupy the position of
a mere politician. He is Chief Justice of
Kew Zealand, and as such must have a
most extensive acquaintance with the effects
of such a Bill as this. He moves in the
class of society which must bring him into
thorough touch with all that concerns anything of this kind. This man, who has
had an extensive experience of the history
and poli6cs of Kew Zealand, says:It cannot be said that gambling has been decreased by the use of the instrument. The
column showing the amount Invested shows
how the gambling by the instrument has grown.
It has more than doubled in ten years. Bookmakers are as numerous, if not much more
numerous now than in 1880, and on a race day
knots of people i are found spending their time in
betting in all the chief towns of the colony.
The fact is that the totalizator has encouraged
gambling. In the early days the annual racemeeting was the annual holiday, and the occasion for the re-union of friends. Most of those
who attended did so, not so much to see the horses
run as to meet friends ~nd enjoy social intercourse.
The racing of the horses was but
an incident in the day's enjoyment.
Nowadays the horse-race is a meeting-place not
so much for social enjoyment as the recognised
rendezvous of all the scallywags within easy
distance, and the desire to make money by investing pounds in the totalizator is the dominant
passion of the majority present.

Mr. MURRAY said he rose to a point of
order. Vi as the honorable member in order
in referring to those who frequented the
race-course as "scallywags"?
The concourse on the Flemington Race-course very
frequently included the Governor-General of
the Commonwealth, the Chief Justice of
the State, and the Governor of the State.
Those gentlemen were all included in this
scathing denunciation of scalI ywags.
The SPEAKER.-I have not under my
control the gentleman who made use of the
expression. The honorable member is reading an extract from a speech of Sir Robert·
Stout, the Chief Justice of New Zealand,
If that gentleman comes into this chamber
and calls anybody a scally wag I shall be
able to deal with him.
Mr. }[cCUTCHEON .-The M'inister of
Lands and other honorable members know
perfectl y well that I would no more think
of associating the idea of scallywags with
the gentlemen he has mentioned than I
\vould think of jumping over the moon. It
is not at all such people as that that this
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Bill affects. I am speaking of the great
wage-earning classes of the community,
whose interests are concerned in this matter.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Oh! So they are the
scallywags.
Mr. -McCUTCHEON.-I did not say
that I was speaking of them as scallywags.
I said I was speaking tin the interests of the
great wage-earning classes of the community.
Mr. ANSTEY said he rose to a point of
order. The honorable member had stated
that the exoression did not refer to the Governor-General, but that it referred to the
working classes.
The SPEAKER.-I did not hear the
honorable member make that statement.
Mr. GAUNSON swid he rose to a point
of order. He was certain that what an
honorable member could not say for himself on the floor of this House he could not
indirectly say by quoting it from any authority. He was satisfied that scallywag
was an utterly indecent term to apply to
the ladies and gentlemen that frequented
Flemington race-course. He did not go
there himself.
The SPEAKER.-I must rule against
the honorable member who has raised the
point of order. If I were to lay that down
as a principle there is a very great deal in
the Bible that could not be quoted ~n this
House.
Mr. McCUTCHEON.-The Chief Justice of New Zealand was not referring,
when he talked of scally wags, to the aristocratic classes or the upper classes or the
working classes.
He said that the racecourses which are being fostered by means
of the totalizator attracted scall ywags. That
is a very well known fact; but they are a
very small class indeed compared with the
total number of those who go there.
He
cont~nues-

Classes of people who would never have
dreamt, and would not now dream, of making
bets with bookmakers, rush to the totalizator office
with their pounds. Women, from seventeen to
seventy years of age, are not ashamed to use the
totalizator. And so the love of gambling grows.
Gambling is now a serious menace to our industrial life.

Mr. TOUTcHER.-Do you know that Sir
Robert Stout supported the totalizator at
one time?
Mr. McCUTC-HEON.-The honorable
member has supplied me with a fresh arguAt one time Sir Robert Stout .may
ment.
have done so, and I am not saying that he
did not. Here is one of his latest deliverances from the Bench.
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Mr. TOUTcHER.-In his second childhood.
Mr. ~lcCUTCHEON.-We should take
the word of a gentleman occupying his
pC/sition, not as the honorable member for
Stawe!l suggests, in his second childhood,
but when he has come to that ripe experience which it is certain that age gives, and
with the experience he has gained on the
Bench we should take that utterance as
yery weighty evidenCE: indeed against the
use of the totalizator.
I have no desire
to see gambling increased, and no desire
to stop the control of it which we have
so far as it goes, but I do object to this
House giving its sanction to what will
certainly increase gambling, and will stamp
it with the approval of the State, while, by
the State receiving the money, it will shut
thE'. mouth of the State at anv future time
when it might be askea through its authoriti~s to speak out against any evil which
mIght occur by the increase of gambling
or by similar means.
I hope for these
reasons the House will not pass this Bill.
~tfr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-I. am
I
placed in ra~her an awkward position.
do not believe in gambling in any shape or
form.
I was asked during the election
campaign if I was in favour of the totalizator.
I said" Yes, I was," not that I believe in gambling, but I believe that it
is .the duty of the State when they see an
eVli rampant among the community and
cannot stop it, to do their best to control
it.
T do not believe the State has made
any serious attempt to stop this evil. Certain statements have been made to-night
that gambling has increased under the totalizator, but I have yet to learn to what
extent it has increased.
No evidence at all
has been given.
Assertions have been
made, but who can tell what bets were made
prior to the totalizator? What records have
been made of those bets? You may see
people going to put their money on the
totalizator, but you cannot tell that they
,vere not frequenters of the bookmaker
prior to that.
As a matter of fact, the
honorable member for St. 1Kilda spoke
What debt ot'
about debts of honour.
honour can there be in a cash transaction?
There are no debts of honour contracted
under the control of the totalizator.
As a
matter of fact, that argument ,tells very
stro?gly in favour. of the totalizator and
agamst the bookmaker.
The honorable
member knows, and everyone who has had
experience of gambling knows, that if men
may contract debts of honour they are apt
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to go to an unreasonable extent, and to compromise themselves in such a way that absosolut~ ruin follows. If they were compelled
to bnng the cash to the machine they would
find it extremely difficult to do so, and they
w~u!d have to leave off gambling before the
rum came.
This Bill does not suit me
in any shape or form.
It appears to me
as though the executive of the V.R.C. have
drawn up the Bill.
I do not know what
~and they had in it, but if they had drawn
It up themselves they could not have manWhat right
aged it better for them~elves.
has this club to a monopoly of the whole
of the betting in connexion with the totalizator?
What right has this House to pass
a la:v which prohibits any other than this
partIcular club from controlling the totalizator, or to say that this club shall decide
where the machine shall be used and
how it shall be used?
What abo~t the
other men who have race-colJrses?
Have
they no rights?
Have they no privileges?
It IS very strange to me that the men who
have a~ways been in favour of private
enterpnse and profess to be against monopoly, and against State control are now
prepared to give control of the 'totalizator
to one club while the proprietors of any racecourses outside that particular club may
do the best they can without it.
I have
always been in favour of the abolition of the
bookmaker when the totalizator came into
effect.
I have always wanted to see a
I believe that gambling
complete chan~e.
under the totalIzator would be of a healthier
char~cter j but if you are going to have the
totalIzator. and th~ bookmakers running. at
the same tIme I fall to see the benefit ot the
Then, again, the use of the
Bill at all.
machine must be limited to four davs in
~ny one week. Why? If the totalizator
IS good on the four days why not on the
other two, or on as many more as you like?
If it is good on one day surely the benefits
of it should be extended to as many days
as it can be carried on.
A statement has
been made that this Bill if given effect to
' would i~prove th~ breed of race-horses. I
am .not mt~rested m that at. all.
I am not
anxIOUS to Improve the quahty of the horses.
I never gamble, and never have done so.
I. do not ~a~e whethe: a. horse call do a
dIstance wIthm a certam tIme or not.
l\{r. VVATT.-That is heresy in Australia.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-I cannot help it, but' I do "think that' our present system of gambling is one of ·the worst
that it is possible to conceive.
The evils
that have been spoken of in conn ex ion with
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the totalizator are nothing to those that
exist now under our present system.
Go into Bourke-street on any day
nearing a 'race. Go to any of the
race-courses and see what takes place
there, and then tell me whether gambling
could possibly be worse if it was controlled.
I do not think it couId be. I
know there are all kinds of b'Ookmakers,
the same as of every other class of people.
Some are honorable, and discharge their
debts. They do n'Ot all win money at it. Some
lose, and some do not pay their debts. It
appears to me that if I wanted to put any
money on a horse, I would prefer to put it
on with a machine, where I would be quite
certain of getting my money if I won. I
could not be sure of that under our present
system. It is assumed that the totalizator
has increased gambling. The Australasian,
of 6th August, publishes the report: of a'
meeting of the Adelaide Racing Club, as
follows ; At the annual meeting of the Adelaide Racing
Club, Mr. H. W. Varley, the chairman of the
committee, referred to the falling-ofT in the club's
revenue, which was due to the diminishing of the
totalizator receipts. He stated that the suggestion that bookmakers should be licensed, and bet
alongside the machine, had the unanimous approval of the committee.

Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Glenelg).-That
falling off is on account of the drought.

Mr. J. W· BILLSON (Fitzroy).-It is
a wonder it is not on account of the Labour
Party, but I suppose they were responsible
for the drought. The suggestion that the
bookmakers should be licensed alongside of
the machine is the one thing I desire to
avoid. If this Bill is not improved in
Committee in the direction that I desire,
I shall feel myself at liberty to vote against
the third reading, but I shall vote for the
second reading in order that we may have
an opportunity in Committee of putting in
these amendments which appear to be essential to the working of this Bill. First
of all, I shall not consent by my vote to
give the control of this machine t'O anyone
club. If the State is to have receipts from
it, the State itself should manage it and
take its profits. I agree with the honorable member for St. Kilda, that the Bill
will place the Governor in Council in a
humiliating P'Osition, butI am quite certain
that we cannot abolish that objectionable
clause unless we take the Bill into Committee. In these circumstances, believing
that the adoption, not of this Bill but of
an improved Bill, to legalize the totalizator,
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would reduce gambling and diminish its
evil effects, I shall vote for the second reading of the measure, and if, after experience
of it, it is found that it does not result as
I would desire, I shall be one of the first
t'O vote for its abolition.
Mr. FAIRBAIRN· - I admit that the
question dealt with in this Bill is an exceedingly difficult one, but I remember making up my mind about the question one
evening during my first election. Somebody
asked me a question about it, and I made
up my mind in about five seconds.
I
found, during that campaign., that I was expected to know everything by the gentlemen
present at my meetings. I said then that,
provided a very considerable sum was given
to the charities, I would be in favour of a
Bill of this sort to legalize the t'Otalizator.
S'ince then I have given the question a lot
of consideration, and I have seen no reason to change that hurried decision. Therefore I am prepared, with amendments, to
support this Bill. It must be said that the
racing industry is about the main industry
in Australia,' and it is not a good industry
for the country at all. There is no doubt
about that, but there must be some cause
for its popularity, and that cause appears
to me to be the great dreariness of a great
deal of the life in Australia. We have n'O
sports of other sorts, such as shooting and
fishing, as they have in o~her countries.
Our people must have some fun, because
we know that" all work and no play makes
Jack a very dull boy. " They have a little bit
of fun in this way. On stations in the interior there is a good deal of taIk about
race-horses, and the men take a few tickets
in Tattersall's sweeps· So far as I have
seen, and I have seen a good deal of it,
I do not think it does much harm.
In
f act, I think it does a lot of good.
They
must have some fun of some sort.
Of
course there are great evils connected with
the sport, and I feel sure that every member in this H'Ouse is against those evils. But
there are evils connected with almost evervthing, and I think that the introduction of
the totalizator, bv means of a measure of
this sort; W'Ould glve the governing bodies of
this community a method of handling the
undoubted evil of gambling. I should like
to see it given a temporarv trial.
It is
experimental legislation, a~d therefore it
should not be put permanently on the
statute-book. An amendment \yhich I should
like to see in the Bill is an increase of the
amoant which is t'O go to charities.
I -think at least 10 per cent. should be
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set aside for the charities. A good deal
has been said to-night about Sir Robert
Stout, and about the opinions he has expressed on this question. I suppose the
fact is that he has dropped a little on the
turf himself, and has had a bad day, and
then come home a bit sick with things in
general.
However, the figures, as they
apply to New Zearand, have been given,
but we know that there has been a tremendous wave of prosperity in that colony.
Betting has certainly increased there, but
we all know that when the public has
plenty of money there is sure to be more
betting. Another point that we 8hould not
altogether neglect is that this deduction
from the proceeds of the totalizator would
be to some extent an absentee tax. When
the races are on a lot of people come here
from the neighbouring States. Sometimes
when we are a bit cross, we call them
absentees, and sometimes we call them our
brothers from the other States. I think it
would be a good time, when their pockets
are full, and their spirits are high" to
call upon them to contribute a little bit
to charity.
I think in that way we might
get a fair contribution from people who
enjoy a great deal of amusement here, and
who often say that they would like to see
the totalizator established.
Therefore, r
think that a trial of this measure ought to
be made.
B~t it needs to be very carefully safeguarded, and I am inclined to
think that it will not get beyond the secondrea:ding stage this session.
If proper
safeguards can be provided when the Bill
is in Committee, in order to control the
gambling element, so as not to let it reach
undue proportions, I shall certainly support the measure.
Mr. McGREGOR.-I desire to say that
I am against this Bill. The opinion of
every honorable member who has yet
spoken-and I believe they are all sincere--is in the direction of minimizing
betting. Now, I do not think it will ever
be possible to prohibit betting altogether.
I t seems to be inherent in human nature.
I may say that for a long time I, myself, have resisted betting. I did ha~
one trial of it. I tried on one occasion
to break the bank-a Chinese bank. However, the bank broke me, and I have not
had anything to 'do with it since. I think
we are all agreed that gambling in every
form is like playing hazard. I do not
know anything about that game, but I understand that you can back in and back
out. If you back in you come out with
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no heels on your boots. If you back out
vou come out with no boots at all. I believe
that this Bill, instead of mlmmlzmg
gambling, will increase it. One honorable
member drew a parallel between the drinking customs of society and gambling as an
evil.
Well, I cannot see any analogy.
There are any number of people who will
admit, although they do not drink themselves, that every man who takes to drink
is not necessarily going. to eternal perdition;
but the same people will tell you that the
gambling spirit is so seductive that it is
certain to do great injury to those who
possess it.
An HONORABLE MEMBER. worse than drinking?

Is it any

Mr. McGREGOR.-I think so. I believe they are both bad, and I will do all
I can to remove the particular evil that we
are now considering. I wish that you, Mr.
Speaker, with your ability, were on the floor
of the House at the present moment, as you
have frequently been when the Totalizator
Bill has been under discussion, in order that
you might apply your great knowledge and
experience of these matters in the direction
of limiting the provisions of the Bill. The
honorable member for Ballarat West maintained that there was not very much difference between gambling and transactions in
shares.
Mr. WATT.-It is the difference between
east and west.
'
Mr. McGREGOR.-I should like to
point out that there is a distinction and a
difference.
No matter how much money
you may put into a gambling concern-the
totalizator, or Tattersall's, or anything else
-it will not bring about any increase of
created wealth. You cannot possibly create
wealth by gambling. But even though there
is an element of gambling in transactions
on the Stock Exchange, and also in connexion with some commercial transactions,
it must be borne in mind that if £1,000 is
spE:nt annually in an attempt to find out
what gold is available, it is possible by that
means to increase the wealth of the community. I should like to repeat a few
words that were quoted by you, Mr.
Speaker, when this subject was being discussed on a previous occasion. It was in
18 97. It is somewhat old, but I think that
the honorable member in charge of the Bill
was also somewhat antiquated in the evidence he gave us as to the effect of the
totalizator upon the community wherever it
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had been tried. At that time, sir, you
qt:oted the following from the South Australian Register of October I, 1897Gambling has been well characterized as "an
express train to ruin." We recently called attention to the special significance of the warning uttered by the Commissioner of Police con·
cerning the manner in which the epidemic of
betting was undermining the morals of young
people, particularly in the city.
Many petty
larcenies are regarded by him as direct results
of so·called "investments" by youths in horse·
racing possibilities and in favorite games of
chance; and among young girls the effects of
these "investments" are often even sadder to
contemplate.

I think that is a proof that the totalizator,
instead of doing away with the bookmaker,
will simply mean that we shall have the
bookmaker plus the machine. I think every
honorable member will agree that if we increase the facilities for any evil, we must
increase the evil itself. In my opinion, if
we introduce the totalizator, we will increase the gambling spirit, instead of decreasing it, and instead of decreasing the
With
bookmakers, we will increase them.
regard to the amount that is to be given to
the charities out of whatever may be spent
in the totalizator, I want to say that if the
charities were to receive £90,000 or
£100,000 or .£200,000, they would want it
all after this measure has been passed.
They will want it, and very much more, because tee totalizator will increase the number of non-producers in the community, and
will impoverish and demoralize the youth in
this State. The totalizator has been characterized, and I indorse the statement, as an
infernal machine, which will do more for
the demoralization of our young men than
anything else that could be introduced.
1\1r. BOWSER.-I do not propose to do
more than indi.cate the position which I intend to take up on this occasion. I think
the Bill one of such importance, going down
to the foundations of our social system, as
to be one which the Government ought to
take up if it is to be introduced at all.
Rather than leave it to the initiative of a
private member, I think that a Bill of such
importance, and of such far-reaching significance, should have the sanction and authority of the Government of the day before
being introduced into this Chamber.
I
think it would be a grave mistake for this
House to pass the Bill, because it would be
giving the sanction and setting the seal of
Parliament upon what is universally recognised as a national vice. People have come
to regard the acts of this House, and the
laws that are made by Parliament, as right,
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simply because they are made by Parliament. Similarly, people come to regard as
wrong that which Parliament forbids. Remembering that, I think we should exercise
the greatest care before we take a downward step. I f we enact anything that is
intended to re-act upon the character of the
people, it should rather be in the direction
of building up the character of our young
people. We should rather teach them,
gifted as they are with tho$e precocious
qualities which have been handed down to
us from the adventurous people of the old
country, to train themselves in little acts of
thrift from day to day, so that their character may be gradually built up in the course
of their lives. The tendency of legislation
of this character will be in the opposite
direction, and therefore on that ground
alone I cannot sec my way to vote for the
measure.
1\1r. COLECHIN.-I am satisfied that
the majority of those honorable members
who have supported this Bill have failed to
bring forward any ju~t reason why the
measure should be passed.
Mention has
been made of the Chief Justice of New
Zealand, and I would remind honorable
members that the Chief Justice of Victoria
very recently said, when a number of young
men were before him in the Criminal Court,
that it was the gambling spirit that was
developed on the
race-courses,
and
the desire to get hold of a few
half·crowns easily, that caused these
young
men
to
eventually
become
criminals.
The honorable member for
Gippsland. North said it would be better
to run this machine on certain days only. I
am quite sure we would not find any man
who was prepared to run the totalizator
unless he received an enormous profit. I
am also satisfied that the small percentage
that is to go to the charities is only the
old gag again to enable some one to get
a large profit, without benefiting the community in any way.
Several honorable
members have read statements to us about
the effect of the totalizator. I know very
little about the subject myself, but I have
here a little quotation which I was just
reading-one from a speech of the Hon.
R. C. Baker, whose name has already been
mentioned. That gentleman is reported as
follows : The Hon. R. C. Baker, though a steward of the
race ..course t~at ~ould have benefited by the
totalIzator, sald- He felt he had a higher duty
than that of looking after the interests of the
sporting community. He must look to the mora.
lity of the whole community."
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Then I have here the opinion of that good
man, who was at that time a member of
this House-Mr. Murray Smith. I have
not always agreed with that gentleman, but
I have a great respect for his opinion on mat·
ters of this kind. Speaking on the Totali·
zator Bill in 1895, he said-
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extent of hundreds of thousands of pounds
might be saved, and put to a useful and good
purpose. Now, I think that is only a prudent course to take. By that means we
will compel those who are determined to
waste their money, and who will inevitably
be thrown upon the charity of the people
I have endeavoured to give full consideration in the evening of their days, to contribute
to this matter with a view to see if I could arrive something out of the money they annually
at a different opinion on the question. I was ap· spend in this way in order to provide a
pealed to by tour eminent members of the V.R.C.
to support the Totalizator Bill, and they assured fund from which they maj draw later on
me they expected me to do so. I discussed the in life. I do not think that any objection
question witb them, and at last I said that I can be taken to this as a buslness prinwould vote for the Bill if they would explain to ciple. I think it is sound, and I feel that
my satisfaction the difference ·there was between honorable members are giving it all the
the totalizator and Monte Carlo. Two of them
remained prudently silent. The third stated that support that the honorable member in
there was a great difference. I asked him what charge of the Bill asks them to give. The
the difference was, and he replied that racing is honorable member for Mornington has sug·
a noble sport. The fourth, for whose intellectual gested that a larger deduction should be
capacity I have considerable respect, admitted
frankly that he could not see any difference at made from the proceeds of the totalizaall. That is one of many reasons which I have tor for the purpose of charity. Well,
I am prepared to support the honfor voting against the Bill.
The motion for the second reading of that orable member in making an amend·
Bill was negatived without a division, and ment of that kind, because the chariI trust that the measure now before us will ties will obtain a larger sum from it. My
honorable friend, the member for St. Kilda,
be treated in the same way.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-It has been said that has stated that if we load the charges in
we cannot make people good by Act of P ar- that way the public will not bet with the
liament, but I should say that honorable totalizator, but will go back to the bookmembers who are opposing this Bill believe maker. At the present time, however the
that people can be made good by ~ct of people of Victoria send manv thou;ands
of pounds-yes, hundreds of thousands
Parliament.
-to
Tattersall.
He charges 10 per cent.
Mr. GRAHAM.-They can be prevented
Recently the Tasmanian Government has
from getting worse.
put on a further impost in connexion with
Mr. MORRISSEY.-We all admit that this betting or sweep machine of Tatterbetting is an evil, yet this Bill proposes sall's.
I understand there has been an into legalize betting. In other words, it pro- crease of 5 per cent.
I t is not said nor
poses to legalize what we all object to. Now, do I think. i~ ~an be truth full y said,' that
why do we propose to legalize betting in that has dlmlmshed bettinQ'.
this way? Simply for the reason that we
Mr. MCCUTCHEON.-Tattersall's 'is a lothave attempted. hitherto to suppress it, and
we have found that it is impossible to do so tery. That is quite a different thing from a
totalizator.
by Act of Parliament. This Bill is proposed for the purpose of minimizing, or at . Mr. MORRISSEY.-I t~ink' all betting
We talk about the necessity
all events controlling or restraining, so far IS a lottery.
as we possibly can, those who waste money for immigration because we have not enough
people to work our country.
Let us look
in that wav.
Mr. BROMLEY. - It will open a new through th~ ~treets of Melbourne on any
day \~hen It IS known that a great racing
channel, that is all.
1\1'r. ·MORRISSEY.-It is a well- event IS to take place, and we will find those
known. fact, and it is deplored by all streets filled with well· dressed and ap·
who have ballast enough to refrain parently \V.ell-kept young men, each with a
from betting themselves, that enormous bag ove: hIS shou!der, indicating the calling
N ow I believe that
sums of money are wasted annual!y that he IS professmg.
in betting, and it is felt by many m if we carry into effect the pro~isions of this
the' community that when we cannot pre- Bill we will compel a lot of those young men
vent this money from being wasted, it mIght to engage in pursuits that will be more probe turned to some profitable. account. This fitable to the State as a whole.
Bill proposes a means by which some of
..Mr. EWEN CAiv~ERON (Glenel~).-They
the money which is being wasted to the WIll never work agam s6 long as they live.
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Mr. MORRISSEY.-Then if they will
not work outside they ought to be made to
work in gaol.
That would be far better
than to allow them to play the part of hawks
in plundering the public in the way they
are doing now.
No doubt the bookmaker
will remain with us, but I think it will be
a case of the survival of the fittest, and only
the best and most reputable men will maintain an existence out of that calling, so that
the public will get more reasonable treatment.
At a:l events, hundreds of these
young men will be driven to pursue some
other calling, and I think it will be very
easy for them to get a much better one. It
is said that this Bill will increase the scope
and area for betting, or in other ",rards, that
betting will become more rife, and that the
bookmaker will ply a still larger business.
Now, is it possible for that to be done? We
must expect the machine to do some business,
and wherever it has been tried it has done
the major portion of the business.
That
almost necessarily lessens the scope of the
bookmaker.
Mr. McCuTcHEoN.-In either case the resuI t is the same.
Mr. MORRISSEY.-Yes, the result is
the same, so far as betting is concerned.
We know we cannot suppress betting. That
being so, the Bill proposes that we should
. make something out of it for the benefit of
the community.
That is all it proposes.
The totalizator is simply a machine which
is created to enable people to speculate
through that means instead of through thousands of young men, of whose services we
can make better use.
All this cant about
inducing every man, .woman, and child in
the State to speculate in betting by means
of the totalizator can be discounted very
liberally.
I do not believe there is anything in it.
I do not believe there will be
any more betting with the machine than
there is to-day without it.
Sir Robert
Stout, of New Zealand, has been largely
quoted as an authority, to whose views we
should attach very considerable importance.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Why should we?
1\1r. MORRISSEY. - That is what I
want to know.
Sir Robert Stout is no
doubt an estimable and eminent' man.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-He is a decent fossilized
old lawyer.
Mr. :MORRISSEY.-I should say that
the opinion of any other well-informed educated man occupying a similar social .status
might be just as readily accepted by us. I
do not know that Sir Robert Stout is a
special authority on racin!! or on morals.
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By. ~he way, I do not remember that the
opmlOn of Mr. Richard Seddon has been
quoted to the House.
Mr. BAILEs.-He is against the totalizator.
l\1r. MORRISSEY.-He may be against
it, but I am quite sure that opinions might
be obtained from other authorities to the ef·,
fect that the machine is as good as Sir
Robert Stout says it is bad.
I feel that
we need have no apprehension at all, so far
as the evil effects of the Bill are concerned.
We are not engaging i9 an experiment, because the totalizator has already been tried
The testimony about the
in other States.
results is, of course, somewhat conflicting,
but I think that if we give a trial to it oursel ves we will be the best judges.
We
have information from the IChief of the Police in South Australia to the effect that in
that State the totalizator has not increased
betting in the slightest.
The opinion of
one whose calling compels him to be closely
observant of such matters ought to be worthy
of some consideration.
Mr. SOLLY.-Did the Chief of Police in
Adelaide take his figures from the commencement of the totalizator, or before that
period?
Mr. MORRISSEY.-I should say that
he took into account the whole history of the
question.
However, I would ask honorable members to support the honorable member for Port F airy in creating the fund that
he asks us to provide.
If anything at all
would justify us in takin1! a leap in the
dark it is the object to be achieved by the
measure now before us.
It must carry
comfort to those whom we desire to aid, and
whom at th.e present time we are perhaps
unable to aId to the extent we should like.
If, through this particular agency, we can
raise .some thousands of pounds more for
this purpose, I say it is an experiment that
,ve should adopt, in order to see wnether the
hopes that are entertained by the honorable
member in charge of the Bill are likely to
be realized.
~:[r. MACKINNON.-I should like to
say a few words with regard 'to this Bill,
because I feel somewhat strongly about it.
The argument which those who support the
Bill seem mainly to rely upon is that we
have ~n .undoubted evil existing amongst us,
and It IS desirable therefore to endeavour
to regulate it, to deprive it of its grossness, and, perhaps, to some extent, diminish its effects.
Various arguments are
adduced to show that the result of the
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adoption of the totalizator in other countries has been to diminish this particular
evil.
Now, I am not one of those who
lie down before what we conceive to be an
evil. If we are going to progress in this
community, we must not accept evils as
inevitable, and try merely to regulate
them.
I t is far better to let the evil
become strong, until public opinion is
sufficiently aroused to wipe that evil out.
Now, it is ridiculous for anyone t<;> say
that gambling is not a great evil, or that
gambling, as conducted on our racecourses, is not - a great disgrace to the
people of this country. I defy any thoughtful man to go into one of our great racecourses and enter the betting-ring without
feeling that he is in the middle of a great
raging sore in this community. I would
go further, and say that every man who is
in' business has come at one time or another
into contact with young men-promising
young men, and young men who ought to
have had honorable careers in this community-who have been brought to ruin
through this great evil of gambling on the.
race-course. I would sooner see the present evil of bookmaking carried on in all
its grossness, in the hope that the community will some day, with proper feeling, determine to crush it out. My own
opinion is that we might adopt one small
clause, and leave out the whole of the rest
of this Bill. The clause I would suggest
would be something to this effectAny race-course shall be deemed to be a place
within the provisions of Part IV. of the Police
Offences Act.

I believe that if the people of this country
and the people of Englan-d would have
the pluck to face the evil in that way, they
would be doing a right thing, and would
wipe out what one cannot help regarding
as the result of great weakness, and I think
of great hypocrisy among our people.
Mr. - PRENDERGAsT.-They were nearly
doing it the other day in England, and
there was a great outcry.
Mr. MACKINNON.·-The honorable
member refers to England. There was a
great deal of discussion there about the
Kempton Park case, and the opinion of
the greater number of better people in
England, where the evil is just as rampant
as it is here, was that it would be a good
thing if the first decision which decided
that a betting-ring on the race-course was
a public place, and that the people who
carried on their betting there could be
dealt with under the Gaming Act-I say
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that thoughtful people were undoubtedly
of opinion that it would have been a good
thing if that decision had held good.
I would prefer to see it go on with all
its coarseness and its hideous repulsiveness in the hope that the better feeling of
the community would arise,. and stamp it
out. For that reason I certainly object to
the sanc60n of Parliament being given to
gambling, as it is proposed to give it tonight if this Bill is passed. There is a
little point I should like to take in connexion with. the Bill. I heard the Governor's message read the other night in
connexion with this measure. It was very
kind of the head of the Government to
provide a private member with the opportunity of getting this Bill properlY introduced, although there has been ~ ruling
of a former Speaker to the effect that a
Bill very similar to this, the Totalizator
Bill of 1892, did not require a Governor's message. I t is a curious coincidence
that the honorable gentleman who brought
down the message in this case happened
to be Speaker himself when the former
Bill was introduced, and ruled that the
Governor's message was not necessary. I
should say that that ruling was wrong, and
T think it right that a message should have
been brought down on this occasion. The
point I take is this-that the message was
brought down too late. We should have
had the Bill re-introduced, and circulated,
and the second reading then proceeded with
in the ordinary way. I ask you to rule,
sir, that this Bill, not having being preceded by a Governor's message, is unlawfully being dealt with in this House
at the present time. I know it will be
said that this Bill only incidentally refers
to the appropriation of a rate, tax,
or impost, but that is not so.
I listened
very carefully to the debate here to-night,
and I have come to the conclusion that the
main purpose of this Bill is to provide a
tax, and I heard large sums mentioned.
That is such an important result of this
Bill that I think the matter well worthv
of being argued. The last time a Totaliza."tor Bill was brought before the House,
when the present Premier was Speaker,
that matter was not dealt with to the
same extent, but I think it is manifest
from the discussion to-night that the main'
object of the Bill, and its chief justification, is that a certain sum of money should
be provided for the purpose of the charities of this' State.
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The SPEAKER.-I may inform the is an evil if not properly safeguarded and
House that I have considered the point controlled, and, therefore, in its wisdom,
raised by the honorable member, and I it enacts laws for the proper control of that
do not think that this is a Bill which particular industry and the particular evil
We know that strong
need be founded on a Governor's message. connected with it.
Undoubtedly, a Governor's message is neces- drink is accountable for many crimes, for
sary in regard to one clause of it. The rule the deaths of many good people, for the unwhich applies in this case is that a Bill inci- happiness of many innocent persons, and
dentally appropriating revenue will be suffi- for the wrecking of lives and homes. The
ciently covered by a Governor's message re- Legislature, perceiving these evils, does
ceived before the Bill goes into committee. something in the direction of controlling
That is what we ask it to do in
The Bill need not be preceded by the mes- them.
connexion with the passage of this Bill, or
sage. This Bill is in order.
some Bill of a like character, but with
Mr. TOUTCHER.--I desire to explain
perhaps
improved provisions.
The honorwhy I am going to cast a vote in a certain
able member for Wangaratta said that
direction on this Bill, and to say that while
Parliament should not do anything that
I support the principle of the Bill I am
interferes with the foundation of the characWithopposed to many provisions of it.
ter of the people, and with that I quite agree.
out recapitulating the arguments advanced
But I say, and firmly believe, after the
by the honorable member for Fitzroy, I
experience I had in South Australia that
find myself much in accord with him, and
something should be done in connexiOl; with
I was much surprised tihat the honorable
the evil we are now considering.
I went
member who has introduced the measure
to South Australia on one occasion with
did not provide for the abolition of the
Mr. Murray, now Minister of Lands who
bookmaker. I f that had been done I think was at that time chairman of a Commi~sion
the Bill would have found even greater of which the honorable member for Mary~
favour.
That honorable member opened
borough was also a member· It was the
his arguments, as also did several other honCool Storage Commission, and at that time
orable members, by saying that he desired
Mr. ~1u~ray w~s about to bring up this
to minimize the gambling evil which 'is so questIon
m Parhament.
When we were in
very rife in our community.
I join with South Australia, we saw Sir Richard Baker
those gentlemen in deploring that great evil
which exists in our community to-day. The and, as a' strong advocate of the totalizator'
he e~plained to us the working of th~
very foundation of our national life and
machme. There we saw it in operation at
th~ moral character of the community ~rf>
one of th.e largest race-meetings. People
bemg sapped through this evil not having
been grappled with by the Legislature long were backmg horses by means of the totalizator. There were nothing like the scenes
ago.
It .is bbe most deplorable ,sight
to be observed at Flemington-the sad
in the world to see men and youths, and
scenes pictured by the honorable member
even children, of this country with so much
for Prahran-where it was like a hell
temptation placed before them day after
instead of a gathering of civilized human
day, wasting valuable time which might
be utilized in the direction of increas- beings, a~d where one heard men roaring
ing our national wealth, instead of loafing and rantmg, and people were seen in a
sort of mad frenzy putting, perhaps their
it away in idleness through this gambling
last shilling on the races. Very oft~n that
evil and other increasing evils in our midst.
But I was much surprised at the honorable last shilling did not belong to them but
member for Prahran when he said that he was the ill-gotten gains taken fro~ the
safes of their employers.
would like this evil, in all its coarseness, in
all its appalling hideousness, to reign triMr. HUTCHINSON.-Would that not hapumphant ers it reigns to-day, and that it
should not be checked until the moral tone pen under this as well?
of the community became so elevated that
Mr. TOUTCHER.-No j I think there
the public themselves would revolt and would not be the same temptation. Man
change the whole order of affairs.
If is not only a gregarious animal, but a very
th~t course were a!ways followed, no legisimitat,ive animal, and if he sees people
latIO~ would be mtrod~ced for the sup- plankmg money on horses, he likes to folpressI~n or the controllmg of any evil in • low their example and do it himself.
our mIdst. T~~-day the Legislature of this .'Yith the totalizator, you go to the window,
country recogmses that the liquor traffic lIke the ticket-office at a railway station;
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you hand in your money, and you get your
ticket, and go away quietly about your
business, and you do not trouble the gentleman behind the counter unless you happen
, to win, and then. you hand in your ticket
and get your share of the spoils.
Mr. BAILES.-If it is your last bob, you
trouble the Saltwater River.
Mr. TOUTCHER. I believe the
adoption of some means of the character
proposed by the honorable member for Port
Fairy would minimize this evil, which is a
cancerous growth in the social body, and
which ought to be stamped out by the
Legislature, and that is why I am supporting the Bill.
Nearly every day in this
fair city of Melbourne is devoted to horseraoing. Almost every day you can see
suburban trains carrying people away to
the race-courses-people who are leaving
their business and legitimate trade and enterprise under the influence of the gambling
spirit which pervades the whole community.
When you see men holdin.g the highest positions in life, people who adorn those positions, and who are very often our leading citizens, can you wonder at children and the
girls in the factories following the example
-the example of those who are supposed
to be the guides of society? 'When we find
these leading people doing this, it is only
natural to expect that others, who have not
their experience and learning and the benefits which they enjoy from being in better society, will follow their example, although it
is an evil one. For that reason I am going to
support anything that will minimize this
evil, and I am going to take action contrarv tel the action of the honorab.1e member 'for Prahran, who says that he is willing
to allow this hideous gambling evil to
stand forth in all its coarseness until tl)e
communit? rises to such a plane of moralitv
th~~t it will itself revolt ane turn the tables
against this great evil, which has been
so long in existence.
If the course proposed by the honorable member for Prahr~.n was' ahvays followed, we should never
control the sale' of poisons.
We find that
some poison is given in the Pharmacopc:eia as a very beneficial ingredient in
certam proportions; but while it is used in
medicine for the alleviation of human
disease, its unrestricted sale is controlled
by the Legislature, in order to prevent the
evils which might follow it tklt were not
done.
In manv other directions we find
that the things \vhich sap t.he national lif~
~re controlled by the Legislature.
Some
tlme ago we had the coupon system here.
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It was supposed to be inimical to the
purity of trade, and was dealt with by
legislation.
Mr. WATT. - Because the people rose
up 'lgainst it.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Some time ~go 'W~
h:l.d very indecent arIvertis~ments appearing in our ne'.V~~papf'r~,
The matt:;r was
brought under the notice of Parliament,
:md the evil was suppressed to some extent,
by bringing in a law restraining newspapers
from publishing these indecent advertise·
ments, which had been found to lead to so
much evil.
An H0N'ORADLE MEMEER.-Th~lt was
prohibition.
,Mr. TO UTCHFR.-That was prohibition, and it may be necesary to legislate
against this evil in a prohibitive m:wner.
Mr. WATT.-Prohibit the sun from shinmg.
:\1r. TOUTCHFR.-Thev say vou can
do everything by Act of Parliament, except
effect a certain transformation which I will
not name at the present time. It is said that
you cannot make an angel out of a bad
man by Act of Parliament, but we can, ~t
all events, minimize the evil with which
we are dealing, by passing judicious legislation, If the adoption of the suggestion
of the honorable member for Mornington,
to increase tlv~ revenue to the chaIities up
to 10 per cent., has the effect that the honorable member for St. Kilda said it would
have, of preventing people from backing
horses on the t'otalizator, we could at the
same time introduce into this measure a
provision which would eliminate the bookl1laktf, as far as that can be done. 'When
I was In South Australia I never heard
one bookmaker p1vin!! his vocation. There
was a memb~r of "that fraternity who went
over to Adelaide in the same tr:lin with us.
The :Minister of La!~r1s will h::tve snffie. recollection of that gentleman, for the bookmaker joined in a friendly game of carel,;
with the p':l.ssengers.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Oh!
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I am not saying
that my honorable friend did this, but the
bookmaker joined in a game of cards with
some of the passengers, and he was so
clever, though very nice and plausible, that
at the end of the journev he had taken
down those with whom he had played. That
person was the only bookmaker I saw on
• the race-course. He went about amongst
the people, and I noticed that little whispers passed between him and others. I was
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told that these were well-known customers
of his who wanted to back horses with the
bookmaker, instead of on the totalizator.
Mr. WATT.--You do not heaT whispers
when he gets away with the money.
~1r. TOUTCHER.-That gentleman was
a reputed bookmaker, and if the law there
was rigidly enforced he would be suppressed.
An honorable member quoted
the remarks of Sir Richard Baker, made, I
believe, at the annual meeting of the
S.A.J.tC. organization.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-What IS
that? Is it the Y.M.C.A.?
Mr. TOL1TCHER.-I think it has something :to do with the :South Australian
Jockey Club. It is said that Sir Richard
Baker was against the totalizator, but I do
not believe that he was against the totalizator in that speech.
Mr. WATT.--I think he advocated the
licensing of bookmakers.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-To get more fees
for the club. He said that the bookmaker
was not supposed to ply his vocation there,
but seemed to be increasing in numbers,
and that the bookmakers were not registered, becausE: the racing clubs were not
allowed to license bookmakers.
Mr. W ATT.'-They passed a Bill to
abolish bookmakers, in the meantime, but
they did not do it.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-The failure of a
remedy through not putting the law into
operation is not an argument against the
law, but is rather a reflection on the
administration. If there were a law that
would suppress the bookmaker, many of
the people who take an interest, and a proper interest in the suppression of all kinds
of vice, could utilize some of their spare
time in trying to assist the authorities in
stamping out this undesirable unit in the
community, namely the bookmaker, for
there is no evil which strikes so much at
the very root and well-being of society as
th(; gambling evil. Now, we will consider
the matter from the charitable point of
view. I believe it is contemplated, if we can
believe the newspapers, to have a tax on
sports. I t would be a very legitimate tax
if we had 10 per cent. of the revenue from
the totalizator going to the cha~ities. On
the basis of New Zealand, we could raise
a sum of about £200,000. See what a
great good that would do to the, charities.
If a man put a spare pound on a horse,
and he got jt bac~ at 10 to I, he would
not begrudge giving £1 when he knew
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that it was going into channels where it
would be a certain blessing to the community. From that point of view, that we
should be assisting our charities, which are
at present in a very unfortunate condition,
I think we could legitimately raise money
in this way, and in doing that we should
at the same time be doing something that
would have a purifying effect upon the communitv-a result which the honorable member for Prahran and the honorable member for St. Kilda wish to see accomplished.
I should like to see this Bill become law
as an experiment, limited to a certain
number of vears. I shall endeavour to put
in a clause- to suppress the bookmaker in
whatever form he may present himself, and
thus suppress an evil which is growing in
intensity. This evil is also the means of
increasi;lg another evil-that of centralization. It brings men to Melbourne from
all parts of the State, instead of allowing
them to remain in the country, where they
are useful producers, and valuable units
of society.
Mr. GAUNSON.-How nice it would be
to bring them to a prayer meeting.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-If the honorable
member was preaching, I have no doubt
that they \vould receive very great benefit,
especially if he was to testify as to his
past. There would then be an example for
them not to follow, and not to imitate, but
to get away from as far as possible. I do not
know that I can advance any other argument in favour of the Bill. To many of
the provisions of the measure, as I have
said, I am opposed, and when it gets into
Committee, I trust tha~ it will be amended
in some directions, and improved, and that
we shall bring about a substantial gain to
the charities by this 2! per cent. being increased to at least 10 per cent. If increasing the percentage, which is to go to charities, will have the effect of minimizing the
gambling evil by preventing people invest~
ing in the totalizator, so much the better.
If the, Bill will minimi,ze the evil to that
extent, I shall be very pleased to give my
vote for it.
Mr. ?v1cKENZIE.-There is no field
sport patronized by the British public so
much as horse-racing, and there is no sport
at which there is such an exchange of money.
as at horse-racing, and' no sport at which
It is
the public are so rapidly fleecea.
generally admitted that this evil exists, and sure:!y you must reduce its
influence?
I submit that the Bill
will' reduce the evil -\vhich is in existenc~;

980

1'otulizator

[ASSEMBLY.J

The first evil we meet with on the
race-course is the welsher, who offers the
odds, and if they are not sufficiently large
he will give you the odds you require.
If
your horse wins you find yourself with his
There is anticket, but not his address.
other objectionable feature
which is
certainly rife and most dangerous in connexion with racing, and that is the backing of horses for large amounts with bookmakers.
A stake may be worth £40 or
£50, whereas the "horse may be backed to
win that stake with £500 or £600 of the
What are the temptapublic money on it.
I f the owner
tions in a case like that?
is honest the chances were that the jockey
might not be so, and the consequence is
that the horse does not win.
What is the
result of that? The public lose their money.
That sort of thing I certainly think would
be stopped if this Bill is passed. So far
as the improvement of racing generaIl y is concerned, I would point out
that if this
Bill is
passed
you
would suppress what are called the
This is a most
public-house meetings.
There is
objectionable class of meeting.
no control over our race-courses or our racemeetings at present, except to the extent
of their being registered with the V.R.C.
For this registration they pay two guineas,
but not the slightest interest is taken in
tht: question whether the courses are in a
condition for horses to gallop upon or men
to ride over.
In consequence of this
hundreds of accidents happen throughout
the country through race-meetings taking
place on courses which are absolutely unfit
for such a purpose.
Under this Bill nothing of that sort could take place, and
the club has to provide a certain amount of
money in stakes before it is entitled to hold
a meeting.
Therefore, I consider that by
p8ssing such a measure as this we should
be minimizing the evil from every point of
view, and be conferring a great benefit on
the communitv.
With regard to the objections taken-by honorable members to the
Bill, I feel sure that they are of a sentimental character. The public will gamble,
and the only thing we can do is to control
that gambling, and prevent as much as we
can the evils which arise from it.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I think the House
has been discussing this Bill to-night from
what seems to be a wholly wrong standpoint. Honorable members have been talking about betting as an evil.
I understand
an evil to be something that the law disBetting is a
allows and frowns upon.
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most lawful and reasonable and proper
proceeding.
Betting is absolutely lawful.
Honorable members have been talking about
it as if it was a gross evil, and so on, but
It is all
let me illustrate it in this way.
nonsense talking about the bookmaker and
the public.
They are all trying to rook
There is not the slightest
each other.
doubt about that.
Do let us be sensible
and straightforward.
Are not the public
tryingtorook the bookmakers, and the bookmakers trying to get at the public?
It is
a mere game of beggar my neighbour.
Where is the illegality? It has ever been
lawful from the beginning of time to this
day to bet, but what is unlawful is this:
No person is entitled to set up a place of
business in which to carryon the business
of betting.
That is the only illegality.
There was a time when the courts of justice
compelled losers to pay their bets. Many
claims were brought into the courts of
law, where the bets were of such
a ridiculous character that the Judges in
some instances refused to try the cases.
But there are cases on the books undoubtedly where bets have been enforced, and it
was only in
the
eighth or ninth
year of the reign of Queen Victoria, about
the year 1845, that the courts of law were
in so many words prohibited from enforcThe law ~ays
ing the payment of bets.
that no wager shall be enforceable at law.
I must, therefore, take issue with all the
honorable members who have been talking
about the illegality of betting, and who
seemed to me in that respect to be arguing
from a lack of know ledge. As I said last
night, I wish to God we would think more
and talk less.
I have risen to give honorable members this information, for I do not
think they know. In fact, I am sure many
of them do not.
It is well to have the
I should be disposed
thing' straight out.
to pay some regard to Sir Robert Stout
were it not for the most inexcusable expression of his,
that
persons attending race-courses are scallywags.
I think that is a gross, scandalous, indecent statement reflecting on many thousands
of most respectable people in this communit", rich and poor, who attend these racecourses, people quite as respectable as Sir
Robert Stout, to sav the least of it. But
his statements are - of some little value,
He tells us that
from one point of view.
the totalizator started in New Zealand in
1881, and that the amount of betting on
it since then has increased tenfold-do not
forget that-yet the bookmakers are at
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least as numerous now, if not more so, as
they were in 1880. Then, what becomes
of the farcical talk about the totalizator reducing the evil of betting? It is a gross
insult to religion and purity, and honest
people who profess-l was going to say
pretend-to be religious, to propose this
most indecent attempt to worship God and
mammon, by legalizing what is illegal at
pI esen l, namel y, betting in that particular
way, going to an accustomed place and betting on the totalizator. "Oh," say the gentlemen who are in favour of the totalizator, "Look at the indecency, the scandal
of the nice, elegant ladies and decent
people of all kinds going down to the ring,
and betting with those greasy, raucousvoiced bookmakers. 'At all events, make
it decent.
Give us the totalizator, and
then they can walk down, put their money
in the slot, and go back and carefully collect the spoil afterwards."
The thing is
a monstrosity.
'What sense of decency is.
there in it?
It is stated that the clergy
and the bookmakers have formed an unholy
alliance.
I hope that alliance may long
continue, if it is for the purpose of putting
an end to the gross indecency that is being
attempted by this Bill. If the clergymen do
not do the bookmakers any good, I hope
the bookmakers will do the clergymen some
good.
NIr. HANNAH.-One prays for the
people, the other preys on the people.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I do not know anvthing about that. I think the people wouid
prey on the bookmakers if they got the
chance.
They try very hard to do so.
Whv, did I not try last Saturday to dc, tha~
very same thing by risking lOS: on a horse
called Marmont, and lost my monev? But
I was trying to get at the bookmakers, and
I could not.
Honorable members will observe that I was verv careful to risk only
lOS.
E very man tri~s to make a little pil~
at the races.
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Chief Just:ice up and down, shall he hanged,
drawn, and quartered. Why not do that
straight out? Why not be men and do the
thing decently, and not crawl in this way?
:Mr. J. vV. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Is that
your idea of rlecently r.t:!aling "with persons
who attend l·he race-course-to hang, draw,
and quarter them?
Mr. GAUNSON.-Yes, it would be, if
I thought that going to a race-course was
But I am not a man to defend a
wrong.
thing one night, and object to it another.
I will not vote for this Bill. My clergyman
will not let me.
l\1r. TouTcHER.-Who is he?
Mr. GAUNSON.-I do not know, I
cannot give his name at present, but I will
think of it shortly. When a man receives
a £Io-note from' a bookie, I am reminded
of the expression of the old Emperor Vespasian to his son Titus, who complalned
of the old gentleman taxing the citizens of
Rome upon a certain easement that no
human being could get on very well without.
When Titus ,vent to old Vespasian
for a little advance of cash, said the old
gentleman, handing him the solid gold"Pecunia non olet "-money does not smell !
No j we are all so good and none so wicked
that any of us will refuse a £Io-note when
we can get it from a bookmaker!
We
think' we are doing God a service in easing
the bookmaker of a little of his surplus
cash. The honorable member for St. Kild3.
.said it was a stigma to attend a ract:course, but I cannot agree with that.

Mr. l\lcCUTCHEON.-I rise to a pojnt
of order. I did not say that. I said that
some men felt it was :i stigma to be seen
betting wiih bookmakers, and I think I
described their feeling correct1y.
I did
not blame anybody for attending the racecourse.
Mr. GA UNSON .-1 accept the honor·
able member's explanation.
Some peopl~.!
Hope springs eternal in the human breast.
think
it
is
a
stigma
to
attend
the theatre.
I have heard of some young men who have
That is
gone to Pentridge for stealing their em- I have seen clergymen there.
when
I
used
to
go
there
myself,
but
I have
ployers' money.
I have heard of other
young men going to Pentridge who did not been so good the last twenty years that I
steal their employers' money, and I ha"Vi~ have never put mv foot inside a theatre or
I do-not know, l\h. Speaker,
heard of some who kept out of Pentridge a church.
through making a good haul of winnings what your religion may be, but mine is of
at the races. So you have the thing on the same character as the Scotchman, "All
both sides. I really would like those gen- my ain, and so is my wife's, but I ha'e my
tlemen, who talk abcut bp.tting being an doots aboot the wife."
The SPEAKER.-1 am not aware that
evil, to come straight out in the open, for·
bid betting altogether, and say that per· there is anything about the honorable memsons who attend the race-courses, from the ber's religion in this Totalizator Bill.
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Mr. GAUNSON.-I am afraid, sir, have advanced in support of the measure.
you are right.
Jocularly I interjected, They seem to com promise with their con\V hen one honorable member was speaking,
sciences on the ground that they are lessen" Would it not be a good thing to run the mg an existing evil. Now, there has been
totalizator on a Sunday?" That was looked a great deal of prophecy in the remarks
upon as a terrible thing to say, but the hon- made on this Bill, because, until we have
orable memher who introduced this Bill had the totalizator, we cannot know that the
took us to France, told us what a fine evil of gambling will be lessened by it,
state of things existed there, and how public unless that is shown by the experience of
charity was assisted by means of a tax of some other State where the totalizator is althe kind he proposes. But surely the hon- leady in operation. I do not think we can
orable member knows that on the great Pari- cake the statement that it is going to do a
sian race-course they run their races on Sun- great deal in the way of lessening gambling
day, and all the swells of the earth go there here as a fact. It is acknowledged that
and enjoy themselves, I am told, quite as gambling is all. evil; but it has not been
much as on Saturday. While we are in- shown that it is On the increase here because
dulging in horse-racing, in South America it of the bookmakers. Whatever literature we
is cocK~figfiting the people go in for, and have in connexion with horse-racing tells
soon after the church is over the p~iest of us that betting is on the decline, and that
the congregation may be seen gaily flaunting half the wagering does not now take place
down to the cock-pit with a fine cock under over horse-racing that used to do many
years ago· I believe that the facilities for
his arm.
Mr. COLECHIN.-Not a peacock, surely? • engaging in gambling under this Bill will
Mr. GAUNSON.-The peacock is not have a most degrading effect, because it is
a fighting creature, but only a bird with a not the experienced and aged who wi II take
beautiful tail. It is perfectly true that part in this gambling, as is generally the
from smarr evils great ones may arise. You case with those who follow betting, but the
younger men, and even the women and
know, Mr. Speaker, as a lawyer, thatchildren of the community,. will be enIt is a sin to steal a pin,
couraged to gamble perpetually on horseMuch more to steal a greater thing.
racing. Those who think that the provision
And so, my friends, be saved. Do not bet in the Bill by which persons under twentvany more, do not go to horse-races, do not one years of age will be debarred from
go to those abominable creatures-the book- betting On the totalizator wiII be a suffimakers-but put all your little savtings, whe- cient check will prove very much mistaken.
ther they are earned or stolen, on the totali- As a matter of fact, you will find parents
zator.
putting money on for their children, and
Mr. KEOGH.-Put them on the flat.
every child on the course will alwavs find
Mr. GAUNSON.-Put them on the somebody to put money on the totalizator for
:;barp, if you like, as weil as on the flat; him. Whence comes the demand for this
but, if you happen to be a little sharper Bill? Certainly not from the charities or
than the bookmaker, I forgive you. This from the people most actively engaged in
Bill will only put us, into deadly peril if it su pporting the charities.
As a matter of
becomes law. There is no doubt about it. fact, it comes from the racing clubs
I would like to save my brethren, and, as throughout the State, inasmuch as they
betting lin the way described is gambling, think they will be able to extract more
which is to be distinguished from betting, money hy this means from the pockets of
and is a gross evil, I am afraid I shall never the people for the furtherance of racing.
save my immortal soul al/ive if this Totali- This monev is to be taken from the rank
zator Bill becomes law. Therefore, I feel and file o"f the people, not the wealthy
it my solemn duty to vote against the mea- people of the community, but the people
sure, I am sorrv tv do so, but I must.
who invest small sums on horse-racing. The
Mr. EWEK- CAMERON -(Glenelg).-I State has already given handsome grants
rise to oppose the Bill introduced by the in the shape of race-courses, for the suphonorable member for Port Fairy. I very port of horse-racing, and Victoria was in
much r~gret to find myself in opposition to very much healthier tone when we had not
him, as we are generally pulling in the same so much horse-racing. It would be a very
boat. But I am at a loss to find reasons good thing if this House would take into
for the support of many honorable members consideration the limiting of horse-racing
to this Bill. I think there is a good deal of and the prevention of a number of meetings
sophistry underlying the arguments they that are now held around the city and
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throughout the country, not in the interests of
sport, but of pot-hunting of all kinds. This
Bill will only have the effect of providing
money in an easier way than the clubs are
getting it now, and it will simply add to
the spirit of gambling. Of the two evils
-betting with the bookmaker and betting
through the totalizator-if I may be allmved to prophesy, the evil of the totalizator
will be a great deal worse than that of the
bookmaker. I speak from some knowledge
of the race-courses, and I know that the
temptation to go and bet with a bookmaker
is not a very great one. A few experiences
are quite sufficient to satisfy those who are
not inveterate gamblers that they are not
going to make their fortunes out of the
bookmakers. As an incentive to honorable
members to vote for this Bill, it is proposed
that a percentage ~f the proceeds-2! per
cent,-shall be voted to the charities, 'and
5 per cent. to the racing clubs, who will be
. at the expense of running the machines. I
would say to my socialistic friends that,
if I joined them in any socialistic project of this kind, it would be by
helping them to socialize the totalizator altogether.
As a matter of fact,
this is a Bill for the promotion of gambling
by So:::ialism. Now, if it is a good thing
to have this totalizator in order to lessen
the existing evil, it would be a good thing
for the Government to control the totalizator, and not let it be run by the racing
clubs. As a matter of fact, the Government might not need to give any stakes at
all. Let the Government take the whole
7~' per cent. and devote it all to the charities. If that \vere done we would then find
no demand for the totalizator, and the
opinions with regard to lessening the existing evil would then find no expression whatever. It is merelv an excuse of the racing clubs in the State, who find it a more
convenient way of getting the people to
provide the sinews of war for the sport of
racing. Has horse-racing done anything of
great importance in the way of improving
the breed of horses? It might have done
so at one time, but as far as racing is concerned now the multitude of race meetings
only keep a lot of second-raters and weedy
sprinters, who cannot earn their oats among
good horses, but pick up crumbs on the racecourses all over the State. The effect of
too much horse-racing has rather spoiled
the breeding of horses for utilitarian purposes. The bulk of the studs of blood
horses at the present time do not produce
20 per cent. out of their total breed fit for
general purposes. 'From the inaustrial
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point of VIew this Bill IS a mistake. It
will not only unhinge the minds of the
younger portion of the community, who
have to earn their living by working at
ordinary avocations, but it also offers inducements to people' to become suddenly
rich by backing horses on the totalizator.
There is no greater will-o'-the-wisp, nothing more fatuous, than the desire of the
young people of this country to suddenly
become rich, for the chances are so greatly
against their acquiring riches in that way.
The success of Tattersall's sweeps is
merel y owing to the possibility they hold out
of some lucky chance of making some one
wealthy at the expense of all the thousandts
who go into those sweeps, The only man
who is really reaping a fortune is the man
who takes a percentage of the total receipts, and the only bodies who will be
benefited by this Bill if it becomes law will
be the racing clubs. Their patrons will
not be bene~ted in any \Va)'. Increasing
the stakes wIll not do any good. We do
not see any better race for a stake of
£5,000 than we do for a stake of £5 00 .
Under this Bill there will be stakes everywhere, and the money will" come out of the
pockets of the people, and be withdrawn
from legitimate industries.
Mr. McBRIDE.-From the bookmaking
industry.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Glenelg).The. argument is that more money will be
provI.c.ed for the purpose of horse-racing,
and If that be the case it must follow that
more money will be extracted from the
pockets of the people after tIiis Bill becomes law than is extracted now. The
Feder~l ~arliament has already decided
by legIslatIOn that Tattersall's sweeps shall
not only be discouraged here, but that
pepP.le in Victoria shall be prevented from
sendmg money to Tattersall's through the
Post Offic~.
. Where. will the consis'tency
of our legIslatIOn be If, after the Parliament of all Australia has legislated against
Tattersall's sweeps, we now pass this Bill?
There is no real difference between the
uotalizator and the spinning-jenny, or the
roulette table at Monte Carlo.
We might
as well set up any gambling machine, with
a number of painted horses on it, spin it
round, and collect a percentage of the results, as do whab this Bill proposes we
should do by means of the totalizator on
That would be a great
the race-courses.
deal less trouble, and the same interest
would be taken in gambling of that kind
as would be taken in gambling on the
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totalizator at the race-courses. Even under
the guise of charity there is no excuse for
this Bill, and its operation would have a
demoralizing and degrading effect on the
communitv.
As far as the interests of
horse-raci~g are concerned, that sport is
already sufficiently subsidized in respect of
any advantage it gives to the State. The
money that will be t:aken out of the pockets
of the people by means of the totalizator
could be very much better expended by those
people and their minds better occupied in
reading other literatmre than in reading the
Sporting Judge and the Sportsman. . The
effect of passing this Bill will be to induce
almost every boy in the country to read
novhing but sporting news and tips, and to
cause his whole attention to be withdrawn
from industrial pursuits.
Mr. COLEcHIN.-Backed up by the Government.
Mr. EWEN CAMERON (Glenelg).Yes, it will encourage lads to start gambling
'Who at present do nob gamble at all.
If
one does not get a lad employment soon
after he leaves school in some occupation
where he will get precious little wages and
have plenty of work to do, the very first
thing he will do is to start horse-racing and
The community has been thogambling.
roughly saturated with the horse-racing and
gambling spirit ever since the gold discoveries in 1852, and the sooner we eliminate
that spirit and settle our minds to industrial
pursuits instead of universal gambling,
whether in gold-mining, land-booming, or
horse-racing, the better for this country.
With great respect to the introducer of this
Bill, I think it would be a huge mistake to
pass the measure, because it would encourage gambling and be utterly inconsistent
with existing legislation passed by this
House, and inconsistent with the judicial
functions this Chamber is supposed to exerThis measure has been commended
cise.
to us as one that will operate against the
But I think it would have the
bookmaker.
effect of educatung the younger portion of
the community in gambling and horseracing, and would consequently facilitate the bookmakers' business in the future.
For these reasons, I object to the Bill, lock,
stock, and barrel; but if it should pass its
second reading, I hope that, whatever
amendments are made in Committee, the
administration of the measure will not be
practically handed over to the racing clubs.
If we are going to pass a socialistic measure of this kind, which would socialize or
communize gambling, the Government had
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better take the whole business over altogether, and establish a department III connexion with gambling.
Mr. SOLLY.-I am opposed to the
second reading of this Bill. Various reasons have been given in support of the measure by honorable members who have spoken
in favour of the totalizator.
They say
that it will be the means of minimizing bet- .
ting. Now, I have had a little experience
in regard to this affair. I happened to be
in South Australia when the Totalizator Bill
was carried. I was at that time working
in a factory where I do not suppose 2 per
cent. of the employes attended race-courses.
But the Totalizator Bill was carried, betting was legalized, and shortly after the
totalizator was established on the racecourse very large dividemJs were paid as the
result of betting transactions on the totalizator. Let me give the House one illustration. A horse named" D.O.D." won the
Goodwood Handicap in South Australia,
and paid no less than £800 dividend for
£1 speculated. I could give a number of
instances, particularly one in connexion with
the Adelaide CUD. That was an inducement for people t~ invest their money on the
machine, and a number of young people,
after seeing those very large div.idends paid,
risked their money Saturday after Saturday
in the hope of getting returns of a similar
character. It 'is generally admitted by all
sporting men that the totalizator pays a
larger amount than the bookmaker for
money invested in horse-racing, and under
those circumstances this Bill offers an inducement to our young people to speculate
on the totalizator in preference to betting
with the bookmaker. With regard to the
evidence of the Commissioner of Police in
South Australia, that the gambling element
has not increased on account of the introduction of the totalizator, I would like to
point out that the police in South Australia
had no knowledge whateveT as ito what
gambling really did take place before the
totalizator was brought into operation. The
bookmakers were only registered by ;the
racing clubs of South Australia, and the
police had no knowledge whatever of the
amount of betting transacted until the legalization of the· totalizator, when a record was
taken of all the amounts that were invested
on the machine. That is my principal reason for opposing the Bill, because I contend that what I have mentioned is a· clear
ill ustration that betting will be increased
in Victoria if we legalize the totalizator.
There is another reason why I am opposed
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to this Bill, which provides that the sport
of racing shall be taxed on the wagers made
for the benefit, to some extent, of our
Why should we
charitable ·'institutions.
have a class system of taxation for the
maintenance of any of our publ:ic or charitII t appears to me
able institutions?
that there is something wrong in human
nature that causes men and women to
, descend to the depths of gambling. There
is also another side of human nature to be
considered-the meanness of men who have
money, but will not spend it in any shape
or form to aiel our charities, but are prepared to participate in anything they can
get from those charities for nothing. That
class of people make use of our hospItals
to a very large extent at the present time.
In fact, I have come into contact with
persons who have thousands of pounds, and
are making use of our hospitals in Melbourne, although they do not subscribe to
the funds of those charitable institutions
in any shape or form. Owing to their inherent meanness, those people are prepared to send their children to our hospitals, and thus participate in' public
charity. Now, what are we asked to do
in connexion with this Bill? We are asked
to tax the people who go to the race-courses
and make wagers on the totalizator, in order
to maintain the charitable institutions
while allowing well-to-do persons to tak~
advantage of the charities.
Mr. TouTcHER.-We will tax the bookmaker, not the public.
Mr. SOLL Y.-It seems to me it would
be a wrong process altogether to rely on
the revenue from a tax on the amount of
money speculated on the totalizator for the
purpose of maintaining our charitable institutions. When Mr. Shiels was Treasurer he once stated in delivering his
Budget that the question of whether the
ledger would balance depended very largely
on the drinking habits of the people, and
the number of warm summer days. In
the same way, if we pass this Bill, the proper maintenance of our charitable institutions will depend very largely on the amount
of money speculated on the totalizator.
Is
not that what the arguments of the supporters of this Bill practically amount tothat it would depend on the revenue from
that tax whether our charitable institutions would be thoroughly ke,pt up or not?
I sincerely hope the second reading of
this Bill will not be carried, because I am
fully persuaded that the enactmenf of the
measure would only increase the betting
evil we have in our midst to-dav.
Session 1904.-L 36J
.
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Mr. HANNAH.-I am as strongly opposed to the gambling evil as any man in
this House. I speak as one who never frequents the race-courses, and never participates in betting, either on the private tote
or with the bookmakers; but my eyes are
open-I have not been blind to what has
been going on, and is going on to-day, in
this community, where we now have the
totalizator carried on contrary to the law of
the land. The honorable member for Prahran probably knows that in his particular
district there are a number of tote shops.
Mr. MACKINNoN.-Hear, hear.
Mr. HANNAH.-What are we doing in
this community at the present time ? We
are doing something that long ago the
Government of the day ought to have
found some method of stamping out-that
is to sav, we are encouraging, not only
the ke.epers of these particular tote
shops, but also all those, who participate in them, to break the law.
I t is a serious matter, and one that the
legislators of this country ought to give serious attention to, when we know that there
are hundreds of men who are keeping these
institutions, under the eye of the law, carrying them on every day, and that nothing
is being attempted to eradicate this evil.
So far as the evils of the race-course are
ooncerned, I am not with the honorable
member for Prahran. Although never a
frequenter of race-courses, I do not see that
there is any harm in witnessing the noble,
animals there competing against each other,
nor am I against a good football match or
a good cricket match, but I know the evils.
of betting in connexion with all these things~
The serious position, to my mind, is this::
" Are we in this country going to minimize,
in any shape or form that which ,undoubtedly is an evil, and ought to be eraI cannot understand anv man
dicated ?"
who sees the position clearly-wheth~r it is
the nationalization of the race-course, or the
nationalization of the drink traffic, or the
nationalization of any other industry in this
country-attempting to argue, as I have
heard some honorable members argue here
to-night. I am not with the parson on the
one hand, and the bookmaker on the other,
in their close alliance j but, after look-'
ing at this question from all its bearings,
having studied it to some degree, and having questioned workin.g men and also different classes-those particularly who come
in contact with the bookmaker, and also
with the private "tote "-they nearly all
admit that this is the fairest ,and mos~:
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legitimate method of stamping out what undoubtedly is an evil to-day. I could go a
very long way with the honorable member
for St. Kilda in desiring to endeavour to
eradicate what is undoubtedly a growing
and a great evil, but I know that the party
t~at he represents, not only on this question but on many other questions, will not
attempt to proceed along the line of honest
and legitimate reform in many of tho,~e
directions, because they cannot wipe it out
altogether. Kow, I do not think we are
going to wipe out these evils-which are
not of a cia y, or a week, or a year, but
which have grown up with society-but I
say it is the duty of this Legislature, and
of every other Legislature, to deal honestly
and fairly with that which we know does
exist, particularl v in connexion with the
methods of the '" tote " shops which we
know are being run all round the metropolitan area. 'With regard to some of the
quotations that have been given to-night
for and against the totalizator, I have really
been rather amused at the manner in which
in some cases, parts of quotations have bee~
given without the full quotation being read.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK. - Have you
not been guilty of the same thing yourself?
Mr. HANNAH.--I have alwavs endeavo~red to give quotations honestly and
faIrly. So far as the Commissioner of
Police in South Australia is concerned I
do not think it is honest or fair to give
only a portion of his opinion. In giving a
quotation I think honorable members should
give the full quotation of what the person
referred to said.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-That was not
done in the Black and White List.
Mr. HANNAH.-I think the Black and
W!tite List fairly represented the action of
all honorable members and their votes for
or against a particular question.
. Mr. DOWNWARD.-It did nothing of the
kmd.
The SPEAKER.-The Black and White
List is not under discussion.
1\1r. HANNAH.-No; and if 'it had not
been for the interjection of one of those
who are particularly singled out in the
Black and White List I would not have mentioned the matter. But what do we find
as regards the quotation given from the
Commissioner of Police in South Australia?
I have here a quotat:on from that officer,
in which he says-
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or banks to put their hands into the till in cold
blood that there was when they were tempted
by the long odds of the bookmaker.

That altogether contradicts the position
taken up by the last speaker, my colleague
in representing the Railways Serv:ce, with
regard to the ,long odds. An honorable
member may come here and, give one particular instance, but I would ask any honorable member in this Chamber to say if
there is any comparison between tEe long
odds the average bookmaker gives and' what
the totalizator pays.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-The bookmaker does not give long odds.
Mr. HANNAH.-In connexion with
doubles and certain other betting transactions the bookmaker gives very long odds,
and offers temptations of 200 or 300 to I
that the totalizator does not offer.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-For an honorable member who professes ignorance you
seem to know the points of the game very
well.
> Mr. HANNAH.-I certainly have given
the matter some consideration, and if it
were .not so late I would be tempted
to go mto a good many other quotations.
When .1 was in Western Australia I paid
a conSIderable amount of attention to this
particular matter, and I found that the evils
there were to a very large extent eradicated.
In South Australia, also, I gave the matter
some consideration. I went into the pIaces
where the .totalizator is employed, ana I
fOUl?d. nothIng that I think would destroy
or mJure the morals of any individual.
I am .not standing here to-niglit to attempt
to brmg about any machinery that will
furt~e~ advance betting or gambling, out I
say It IS the duty of the State to endeavour
~s far .as it possibly can to minimize and,
If pOSSIble, to eradicate what undoubtedlv
is a~ evil, and a growing evil, in this corn'mumty. 'Vith regard to Sir Robert Stout
and other prominent New Zealanders who
have been referre~ to, ,~e know that they
were strongly agaInst thIS measure before
it was introduced there, and even Mr. Seddon was opposed to it before it'S introduction, but I could give quotations to show
that some of those gentlemen afterwards
altered their opinion on the subject. With
regard to the quotation given by the honorable member for Jika Jika, it must be
re~embered that it was from a small paper,
edIted by a reverend gentleman, just like
!he Re.v> JoseI?h Nicholson who, when fightThere is no doubt that betting on the totalizator
is a cash transaction, and there is not the same mg thIS questIOn, as the :Minister of Lands
temptation to young people employed in offices will remember, to a very ,large ex-
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tent coloured and sketched some of
the arguments he employed. The honorable member for the Public Officers
referred to betting not being illegal,
but we know very well that so far
as the betting evil is concerned to-day, carried on as it is, it is illegitimate.
At the
same time I would ask honorable members
to remember that there are honest bookmakers, but that there are also a large number of very dishonest bookmakers, who are
not prepared to do the square thing. We
have heard about the welsher, and about
those gentlemen who do not conduct their
business honestly and fairly. I believe that
if the totalizator were legalized there would
be an opening for some of those men who
are now to be found in Bourke-street daily
being at last forced into other avenues of
emplovment.
I compliment the honorable
member for Port Fairy on the very fair
manner in which he introduced the measure,
and I desire to say vhat I would not support the second reading of this Bill did
I not intend to endeavour to mould it in
such a way that the State will have greater
power and a greater hold upon portion of
the money that will come from the working
of this particular machine. For these reasons, after considering the matter from all
the different stand-points, I intend to give
the honorable member for Port Fairy's Bill
a fair consideration, and I trust that when
it gets into Committee it will be so moulded
that it will be an improvement upon that
which we see now conducted by private
individuals.
Mr. KIRKWOOD.-I have listened
very attentively to all the speeches that
have been delivered to-night, both for and
against the Bill, and I may say that -they
have not altered my mind one bit.
I am
in· favour of the totalizator, ,but I cannot
very well agree with this particular Bill
which the honorable member for Port
F airy has brought forward.
Mr. l\1uRRAY.-It can be amended III
Committee.
Mr. KIRKWOOD.-I differ particularly from the proposal in the Bill with
tegard to the amount which it is proposed
to give to the charities.
When I was
standing for election, I was asked several
times if I was in favour of the totalizator or
not, and I stated that I would be in favour
of it if there was a satisfactory percentage
Therefore, if this
given to the charit,ies.
Bill passes its second reading I hope it
will be s6 altered in Committee that the
percentage allowed to the charities will be
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very much increased. My reason for voting
for the Bill is because I have seen so much
of the betting evil.
I am not a betting
man myself j I do not go much to races, but
I can tell honorable members that in Bendigo the evil is becoming very great indeed.
You cannot walk the streets without being
Take the Beehive-you
solicited to bet.
cannot get into it on Wednesdays for the
number of people that are found betting
there.
You see even young children and
numbers of young men, who come in, lay
their half-crown, and Glen run away to
their offices. I think the totalizator, if conducted properly, will minimize the amount
of betting considerably, and, therefore, I
will vote for the second reading of the
Bill, reserving to myself the right to vote
against the third reading if the Bill has
not been sati,sfactorily amended in Corrlmittee.
The House divided on the question that
the Bill be read a second timeAyes
20
Noes ...
27
Majority against the Bill

7

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

H. S. Bennett,
Carlisle,
Craven,
Gnllen.
Downward,
Duffus.
Forrest,
Hannah,
Harris,
Hnnt,
K.eogh,

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"

Kirkword,
Livingston,
McGrath,
McKenzie,
Murmy,
Prendergast,
Thomson,
Tellfr.~.

Mr. J. W. BillsOD,
" 'l'outcher.
:NOES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"

'Beazley,
G. H. Bennett,
Bent,
Bowser,
Bromley,
E. Cameron,
" J. Cameron,
" Colechin,
" Elmslie,
" Gaunson,
Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr. Graha.m,
" Hutchinson,
" Lawson,

Mr. Mackey,
" ~fackinnon,
" McCutcheon,
:, :McGregor,
" McLeod,
" Outtrim,
Sir Alexander Peacock,
Mr. Robertson,
" Sangster,
" Smith,
" Solly.
Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
\\' at t.
l',AIRS.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"

A. A. Billson,
Boyd,
Fairbairn,
Langdon,
McBride,
]\1 orrissey,

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"

Wilkins,
Holden,
Lemmon,
Swinburne,
E. H. Cameron,
Beard.

The House adjourned at ten minutes to
eleven o'clock.
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Surplus

'LEGISL~I-\TIVE

COUNCIL.

Thursday, August z8, z904.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at five
o'clock p.m., and read the prayer.
PETITIONS.
Petitions praying that the Council would
give effect to the expressed wish of the electors in reference to Scdpture lessons in
State schools, and that a complete analysis
be made and published of the voting at the
referendum on the introduction of Scripture lessons into State schools, were presented bv the Hon. E. MILLER from residents ot"' Prahran j by the Hon. W. PEARSON from residents of Jeetho and residents
of Korumburra South j and by the Hon. E.
]. CROOKE from residents Qf Toongabbie,
Cowwarr, and Heyfield.
SURPLUS REVENUE BILL.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that,
by leave, he desired to bring under the notice of the President a ruling by his predecessor in the chair (Sir WiJliam Zeal),
on a matter that would affect the Surplus
Revenue Bill) which was now under consideration in Committee.
It appeared that
:n. connexion with a Loan Bill a point was
raIsed that no proposal for any expenditure exceeding £20,000 that had not been
broug~t before the Railways Standing
CommIttee could be submitted to this
The then President took some
House.
time to consider the question, and delivered
the following verdict:With all respect to the Solicitor-General-

The Solicitor-General at that time beina
Sir Henry Cuthbert0
I sub~it that, no matter what another place
does, .It . does not affect us.
It is a question of
what thIS House should do.
If it is held that
the construction of the section which I have referred to is what I believe it to be, this Bill is
brought before us in an unconstitutional way,
because ~~e Government have not complied with
the provIsIOns of the Act of Parliament.

The Hon. J. IVL DAvIEs.-What Bill
was that?
The Hon. D . MELVILLE said that he
would explai.i.l further on.
I would like Sir Henry Wrixon to consider this
matter, because it raises a very grave constitutional question.
I believe that the Government
are wrong in submitting in a Bill railway works
which will cost more than £20,000, without first
referring them to the Railways Standing Committee, and obtaining their approval.

It was proved and admitted last evening
that an enormous sum ohmoney--
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The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-What- was
that Bill?
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said he
would give those particulars presently,
when he stated the case. That ruling having been given by the President, and having been published in the report of the proceedings of this House, he (Mr. Melville)
felt bound to bring the question forward
in connexion with the Surplus Revenue
Last night he learned for the first
Bill.
time that it was full v admitted that anum·
ber of new works which had never been before the Railways Standing Committee, and
had never been even thought of, amounting
to sums of money that were almost appalling, were included in the schedule.
He
now took exception to what was being done
in that respect.
If the ruling he had read
was correct, he ventured to' say that honorable members were going into the con·
sideration of a business that was wholly
uncons ti futional.
The Hon. A. O. SACHsE.-There is no
Railways Standing Committee now.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said the
honorable member knew very well that there
had been a Railways Standing Committee,
and soon would be again.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-The Bill on
which the Pr~sident's rulling was given
was the Railway Loan Application Bill
18 97.
The Hon. D . MELVILLE said he had
already pointed out to the Attorney-General
that the Railways' Standing Committee had
submitted a recommendation with regard
to the Central Railway Station, and that
large additions had since been made to the.
expenditure, without submitting it in the
ordinary way to the Legislative Assembly
or to the Railways Standing Committee.
He therefore· contended that, in accordance
with the previous ruling, the whole of the
proceedings in connexion with that item in
the schedule of the Surplus Revenue Bill
were outside the powers of the House to
On the previous occasion cer·
deal with.
tain remarks had been made by Sir Henry
Wrixon, who now occupied the Presidential Chair, but he (Mr. Melville) would not
read them just now.
.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that Mr.
Melville, in the way he sometimes did, had
brought a matter under the notice of the
House without giving sufficient information to enable anv honorable member to
understand how far the remarks made bv
the then President applied to the present
He had not stated the nature
case.
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of the Bill then before the House.
It
might have been a Bill to construct a railway that had not been submitted to the
Railways Standing Committee. The matter to which the honorable member now
referred in connexion with the Surplus Revenue Bill had been brought before the
Railways Standing Committee, the Committee had given its report upon it, and
that report had been adopted. It was then
found, in the middle of executing the works,
that the sum previously voted was not sufficient.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-We were told
yesterday that they were new works.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said the sum
was grossly insufficient for the original
work which was passed by the Railways
Standing Committee. That had been unfortunately the case with a great many railways that had been constructed. After
Parliament had authorized the construction
of certain lines on the recommendation of
the Railwavs Standing Committee, and
after the c6st had been fixed at a certain
amount, it had been found necessary in
many cases to increase it. Not in a single
instance of that kind had the matter been
referred back to the Railways Standing
Committee to see whether it would advise
Parliament to go on with the work. The
commencement of a new work was a different thing altogether from completing a
work that had been begun and that had
been initiated in the way authorized by Act
of Parliament. Even apart from that, he
would be inclined to doubt the ruling previously given. He should say that no Act
of Parliament could tie the hands of honorable members, and that if honorable members in both Houses chose to pass a certain measure, whether it repealed expressly
or impliedly any previous Act, they were at
liberty to do so. lAny Act of Parliament
could repeal any previous Act. As to the
principle involved, he would ask whether
Parliament was to be tied by the Railways
Standing Committee. "Vere its powers to
be curtailed because that committee might
say that it did not approve of a certain thing,
even after thousands of pounds had been
spent in carrying out part of the work?
He was speaking, of course, to a large
extent in the dark, because he had not read
the report of the proceedings referred to
by the honorable member. The honorable
member had read the President's ruling
without giving any of the circumstances.
It was something like asking a Court to
decide some question in the affirmative. when
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the Court did not know what the question
was. To understand this matter honorable
members required to have the whole of the
facts to which the previous ruling applied.
He had given Mr. Melville an opportunity
of giving that information by twice asking
him the question what the ruling related
to. The honorable member then promised
to give that information before he sat down,
but he sat down without doing so.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-It was given
by Sir Henry Cuthbert.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that in
any event he contended that any ruling that
would tie the hands of Parliament was not
a ruling that would stand the proper test.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE remarked
that Sir Henry Cuthbert had already stated
that the Bill in connexion with which the
ruling was given was a Railway Loan Application Bill, and Sir Henry Cuthbert,
who was the Solicitor-General at that time,
experienced the humiliation of having to
take back his Bill and cut out an item of
£60,000, which had never been submitted
to the Rail ways Standing Committee. There
had been cases in which the estimates for
the construction of a railwav had been exceeded, and a new vote wa~ required, but
that was a totally different thing from the
present case. The House was asked to enter upon a new expenditure, which had
been indicated last night for the very first
time. While the Railways Standing Committee Act remained on the statute-book,
Parliament itself was bound, until the Act
was repealed, to obey its provisions.
Whatever the Attorney'-General might say
about tying the hands of Parliament, there
was no doubt that Parliament had tied its
hand~ in this particular respect.
Parliament could undoubted Iv repeal that Act,
or any part of it, but "no such thing had
yet been done. He submitted that the pace
at .·which honorable members were asked to
go in connexion with the Surplus Revenue
Bill was unfair.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-That is not the
question.
The PRESIDENT.-I think the honorable member must confine himself to his
explanation.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he would
like to add that the item of £60,000 for
the central railway station was out of a
vote. There was nothing whatever in the
Bill about erecting a fourth story, or
about any additional expenditure at all.
A sum of £165,000 had been spent, and
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this further sum of £60,000 would come
out of the total of £265,000 already
authoriz·ed.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT observed
that a very important question had been
raised relative to the destruction of an Act
of Parliament, and as to whether it was
intended under this Bill to repeal the provisions of that Act or not. His name had
been referred to by Mr. 'Meh'ille, but the
request that the President should give a
ruling had taken him (Sir Henry Cuthbert)
by surprise. It was a matter of such importance that he would have liked to have
had a full opportunity of considering what
was done in an almost similar case-because he thought it was almost similar-in
the year 1896. The proceedings on that
occasion were reported in Hansard, vol. 80,
page 5889. The report statedRAILWAY LOAN APPLICATION BILL.
Sir FREDERICK SARGOOD asked the Minister of Defence the following questions : I. If the works mentioned in the schedule to
the Railway Loan Application Dill now before
this House, which will cost more than £20,000,
~ave been .referred to. the Parliamentary Standmg. CommIttee on RaIlways as provided for in
se~tlOns 12 and 13 of the Railways Standing Com.
mIttee Act 1890?
2. If not, will the Minister of Defence inform
this ~ouse why. the provisions of the Railways
Standmg CommIttee Act have not been carried
out by the Government?
He . obs~rved that in putting these questions he
would lIke to refer, for the information of honorable members, to the provisions in sections 12
and 13 of the H.ailways Standing Committee Act.

Sections 12 and 13 of the Act were then
quoted: The Minister of Defence was then
reported as follows:The Hon. W. McCULLOCH stated that he
had received the following answer to the questions : The works mentioned in the schedule to the
Railway Loan Application Bill which will cost
more than £20,000 have not been referred to the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways,
because such reference is not provided for in the
Railways Standing Committee Act 1890.
The Hon. J. SERVICE.-That is a most astonishing statement.
The Hon. J. BELL.-Are these not repairs or
extensions?
The Hon. W. McCULLOCH said that he had
read the answer as he received it from the Attorney-General.

He took up the position that what the Government of the day had done, and what
was approved of by the Assembly, was in
order. He had no opportunity until this
volume of Hansard was placed in his hands
of knowing what he said on that occasion,
but he spoke at length on it. He thought
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the result was that eventually· the question
was referred for the President's ruling, and
that he ruled against the views he (Sir
Henry Cuthbert) ventured to support. He
thought he was right in what he stated. This
showed the importance of not rushing
at impetuous speed to decide an important
question like this. If he had had the
slightest intimation that such a question was
going to be submitted for the President's
ruling, he would have been glad to lend any
assistance in his power. Notice should have
been given of such an important question,
so that it might be properly debated. It
was of such importance that the President
might well be asked to postpone giving his
decision until Tuesday next. He would like
to be prepared to give the reasons why he
considered that the Government he was connected with in 1896 "vere perfectly right in
submitting their view to Parliament without
consulting the Railways Standing Committee.
The Hon. E. J. CROOKE said that i~
'1896 a Railway Loan Application Bill came
up to the Council from the Assembly, and
amongst other items contained one of
£ r 10,000 for a ne,\, railway station at
Flinders-street. The late Sir Frederick
Sargood raised the question as to whether
any work which was estimated to cost more
than £20,000 should be dealt with without
being first referred to the Railways Standing Committee. Sir Henry Cuthbert replied to that at very considerable length,
arguing against that particular point.
.
The PRESIDENT.-Wha't volume does
that appear in?
The Hon. E. J. CROOKE said it was
revorted in Volume No. 80, commencing at
page 5889' The debate was then adjourned
for a week, and apparently Sir Frederick
Sargood, during that time, had given it
some consideration, because on the next day
of meeting he said that he considered there
was a loop-hole by means of which the Go~
vernment were enabled to escape from the
position of having to refer the matter to the
Railways Standing Committee.
Later on
an amendment was moved bv Sir
Frederick Sargood, providing that -always
when
the
estimated
cost
exceeded
£20,000
the Railways Standing Com~
mittee should have to report on the work~
Sir Henry Cuthbert overcame that diffi~
culty by stating that the Government did
not wish to press forward the complete
station until it had been referred to the
Railways Standing Committee, and until
the evidence of the most skilled engineers
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had been obtained in regard to the plans.
. The Goyernment did not withdraw the
item, as stated by I\Ir. Melville, but undertook that the matter should be referred to
the Railways Standing Committee. That
was done, and ultimately, as members knew
as a matter of history, those particular
plans were not gone on with.
The PRESIDENT. - The question
raised by Mr. Melville has already, it appears, been the subject of a decision by
my immediate predecessor. It would,
therefore, become me, before dealing with
it, to fully consider the whole question.
I will take an opportunity before Tuesday next of looking into the matter, and
will inform the House of my decision. If
I should be of opinion that the Bill is not
jn order, I would, on the third reading,
state that fact, and refuse to put the question.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said he
would like to know if the President would
~llow members to address themselves to
the question before giving his decision.
The PRESIDENT.-I shall be very
bappy to hear members on the question.
The House went into Committee for the
further consideration of the Bill.
: Discussion (adjourned from the previous
day) was resumed on the item "Flindersstreet Railway Station (£20,000 to be spent
from
railway
revenue,
in addition),
£60,000."
, The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said that
when the matter was under consideration
last night, he moved an amendment which the
Chairman ruled he could not accept, as it
was against the Constitution Act.
The
Chairman also suggested that he (Mr.
Harwood) should reconsider the matter.
When he
prepared his
amendment,
he considered the question
as fully
as he could, and came to the conclusion
that it was within the powers given by the
Constitution Act. With all deference to
the Chairman's judgment, he thought
he was entitled to maintain his own
opinion.
I t appeared to him that the
Act, in defining the limit to which this
Chamber might go in making suggestions,
gave the Chamber full power to take any
lesser step than that of reducing an amount,
()r striking it out altogether. Ever since
the time of Euclid, the greater was sup-posed to include the less. The AttorneyGeneral took up the strong position that the
Chamber was limited to the two points; but
he (Mr. Harwood) did not agree with that
lyiew. He contended that they might deal
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with this matter in a lesser way than by
striking out the item or mentioning a definite amount. He would not adopt either
one or the other of these alternatives.
He
would
not
be
justified
111
asking for the omission of the item
altogether, and there was no member who
would be prepared to define the exact limit
to which the Government should go in regard
to this item; that would be impossible. He
was not going to ask the Chairman to reconsider his determination.
The ruling
had been given, and he bowed to it. He
could not, however, see his way to admit
that he was wrong, but in the meantime he
must leave the matter in the position in
which it was before he moved the amendment.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE remarked that
he was about to move an amendment.
As Mr. Harwood's amendment was out of
order, members would have. to endeavour to
see what they could do. He had not had time
to see :Mr. Carlile in regard to the drafting of the amendment, but he begged to
moveThat this Chamber suggest to the Legislative
Assembly that, as the proposed Flinders-street
station cannot be completed except for an outlay which will exceed the original estimate
of the Railways Standing Committee, owing
partly to a mistake made by the Railway Department in calculating the cost, and partly to
the proposed additions to the building and the
increased price for wages and material, the
amount of item No. 5 in the schedule to the
Surplus Revenue Bill be reduced by £1, as an
indication of the desire of Parliament that the
total expenditure on the station be restricted to

£ 26 5,061.

If members acquiesced in the proposal of
the Government, they would be indorsing
the neglect of the Government in not referring the matter to the Railways Standing Committee. The law was that sut:h
matters as this must be referred to the
Railways Standing Committee for approval
before anything was done. That was the
law, and it should either be repealed or
obeyed, oth~rwise there was no protection
for the public. The Legislative Assembly
would take the responsibility off. the
shoulders of this House. The proposal was
the most unconstitutional one that he remembered during the time he had been in
Parliament. He never remembered such a
large amount of money being forced on the
Assembly without the question being properly debated.
He had been met in the
street to-day by members of the other
Chamber, who stated that he had brought
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things out that they knew nothing of. They
could not amend a Money Bill, but they
could make a suggestion, and they might
never get a better opportunity than was now
No
presented of using their new power.
harm could be done by making a suggestion. They could give the Assembly the
benefit of their experience and advice, and
many of them, no doubt, would vote for
the item when it returned to this Chamber,
for then they would have exhausted their
efforts. Certain remarks appeared in the
newspapers to-day in regard to the examination of the witnesses, which put him in
the posi60n of being a sort of prosecutor.
The witness (Mr. Norman) had been before
him many a time as a member of the Railways Standing Committee, and he never
had greater pleasure than in asking him
questions. Mr. Norman was candid and
open in his manner, and gave his evidence
clearly and honestly. Mr. Norman was an
amiable and splendid man, and would do
honour to any State. At the same time, it
was his duty to question Mr. Norman, and
bring out all the information he could.
Under these circumstances, he felt members would not think that he had been un·
duly severe. He hoped members would
adopt this proposal.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said it was
quite possible that he might not fully
understand the exact meaning of the power
given to the Council in connexion with
:Money Bills, but the impression he had
always had was that the Council was not
allowed to amend one of these Bills, but
was allowed to suggest an amendment.
Therefore, the amendment the Council suggested must be such a one as could be
inserted in the Bill.
Instead of amending
the Bill ~by the insertion or by the addition of certain words, the Council could
suggest that it should be amended in that
way. It was on that ground that he took
exception. to the amendment proposed by
Mr. Harwood, and it was on that ground
that he thought the present amendment
was not in accord with the powers under
the Constitution Act. He did not think
the' words proposed by Mr. Melville could
be inserted in item NO.5, and therefore it
could not be an amendment of the item.
I t would be within their powers to suggest
that the item be omitted altogether, or that
it be reduced by 1'3°,000 or £50,000, or
whatever sum the Chamber considered
necessary. If that were done, it would
be quite competent for the Council, at
some future stage if necessary, to send
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down its reasons to the Assembly for making the suggestion. As to the substance
of the proposal, that the item should be
reduced by £1, as an instruction that no
more than £265,000 should be spent on
the station, it would be more sensible to say
that the proposal of the Government would
not do what was promised, that the works
would not effect the purpose for which intended, that they would not give the accommodation and the safety to passengers
that were necessary, and that members were
not prepared to face the extra expenditure
But it was clear from the eviinvolved.
dence that the works proposed to be carried
out could not be carried out, even if
the building were made a three-story
one, for an expenditure of £265,000.
The amendment real!v said that the Councjl were rerlucing th{s item by £1 as an
instruction that all these works should be
completed at a total cost not exceeding
£265,000, and yet honorable members
were told that the works would come to
over £400,000, even if the old plan was
reverted to. There was no sense in that
attitude. Let the House have some consistency, and tell the Assembly that they
were willing that the State should lose all
the work that had been done,. and let the
thing remain as it was for all time or
. the State got a great deal richer; ' but
untIl
let them not do something which would
mean that either nothing would be done,
or that somebody could spend the difference
between what had been spent already and
the limit of £265,000, and then come
down, and ask if the work was to go on
or not. This was not such a suggestion
as could be sent down to the Assembly.
As a member of the Government, he was
less ;:oncerned about that than he \vas
about the main question, but on its merits,
and in its form~ the amendment was wrong.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT remarked
that, as a rule, he liked to see all important
amendments printed.
He regarded this
as a very important one. He also liked
to see them in the hands of members at
least a day before they came on for discussion. It was well for honorable members calmly to consider the effect of an
amendment like the present.
The Hon. J. 1\1. DAVIES.-Is that to
apply to every amendment that may be
made In Committee?
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that
this was an unusual Bill, and he knew
that it required a great deal. of patience
on the part of the Attorney-General, who
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had to post himself up on each particular
item, and be able to answer the different
objections that were raised from time to
time by honorable members. Therefore;,
the honorable gentleman received every indulgence from the House, and honorable
members were ready and willing to give
it to him, not only now, but on all occasions. He regarded this question of
sending a suggestion to another place very
much in the same way as a message. When,
on a Bill coming before them, they disagreed with another place, they sent a message to another place, according to the usual
practice, stating that they disagreed on
certain clauses. They did not send any
reasons for their disagreement. The Government were represented in the Council,
and were able, through their representative, to gather the reasons for the amendments.
In addition to that, honorable
rriembers
had
the
opportunity
of
reading the oHicial report of the debates
for themselves, and they could gather
from the various speeches the reasons that
had induced the Council to disagree with
the determination of the Assembly. If the
Assembl y did not agree to the amendments
of the Council, the Bill was returned to the
Council, and then if the Council felt so
disposed, they might give their reasons
for insisting upon the amendments. Therefore, following the practice of Parliament,
if they came to the conclusion, in the first
place, that it was desirable to omit a particular item, it would not be necessary to
give any reasons for making a suggestion to
that effect. All that members of the Assembly
would have to do in a case like this 'Would
be to read the speech of Mr. Melville,
which abounded in reasons for objecting to
any increase of the expenditure beyond
£265,000.
He did not wish, at this
stage, to speak on the merits of the main
question, but as this amendment was
framed, he could not see his way to support it.
The amendment gave a number
of reasons for the course suggested, but
when it came before the Assembly h'e
thought honorable members there would say
that its proposer had not fully considered
it, as he had not raised the most important
objection of all-that the expenditure had
not been sanctioned bv Parliament, and
that it was in oppositio~ to an Act already
in existence.
The honorable member said
that the amount ought to be restricted to
£265,000.
At first, he was very much inclined to agree with that view, seeing the
care bestowed on the question when it was
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submitted to the Railways Standing ComThe committee went into it very
mittee.
carefully.
They 'Were guided by the advice and by the evidence of sworn witnesses, and honorable members would all
agree that that committee had faithfully
and properly discharged their duty. Honorable members were, he thought, all favorably impressd with the way in which
Mr. Norman gave his evidence at the Bar
of the House.
Mr. NGrman freely and
frankl y confessed that a very great and
serious mistake had been made in the estimates which were laid before that committee, and he told how he had taken the
estimates of three or four years previously,
and based his calculations on them. Honorable members were all convinced by what
Mr. Norman said, that it was out of the
question now to complete the work for a
total expenditure of £265,000, and that
that estimate should be· largely increased,
having regard to the extra cost of labour
and material, and the additional 'Work that
experience had shown was requisite in order
to meet the convenience and to provide for
the safety of the public.
He was satisfied
that in Mr. Norman they had a witness before them on whom they could rely, and
when they found Mr. Norman's evidence
strongl y supported by the Chief Commissioner of Railways, it made him (Sir Henry
Cuthbert) alter his original idea that this
matter should be referred again to the
Railways Standing Committee.
That
committee could get very little additional
evidence to what was obtained last
night, or very little evidence to upset
what they heard last night at the table of
the House. The all-important question honorable members had to consider was whether
they were prepared now to say that the
expenditure of £170,000 already incurred
in laying the foundations and doing the
other work that had been done, not only
in connexion with the building, but in putting the railway yard,into proper order,
should now be abandoned. The amendment would restrict the total cost to
£265,000, and if honorable members were
to agree to that, then they could not very
well after that retrace their steps if another place considered that, according to the
evidence the Council received at the table,
·the Council were not justified in saying that
the work should remaiin in abeyance.
The
work could not be brought to completion
unless funds beyond the £265,000 were
provided. Hence he had come to the conclusion that the question for the Council to
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they would have

done in the commencement-not whether

they wou~d originally have sanctioned sl!ch
a great outlay as this, but whether, havmg
regard to the money that had been voted
from time to time bv Parliament to the extent of £170,000, they were willing to complete the Central Railway Station.
According to the estimate of 1900, the building that was then laid before Par1iame~lt
could be built for £9°,000. Kow, wha~
with the improvements in the way of increased accommodation and the extra cost
of labour and material, the building could
not be completed for less thap £171,000.
But from that £17I,ooo the sum of
£30,000 had to be deducted for the causes.
he had mentioned-the increased cost of
labour and material, and the increased accommodation. Therefore, the great difference between £90,000 and £171,000 was
reduced to the difference between £90,000
and £141,000. The real crux of the whole
matter, therefore, seemed to be whether
honorable members were to say that they
would not give their sanction to the co~
struction of this railway station because It
would involve an outlay of some £40,000
or £50,000 in excess of th~ £90,000
originall v estimated to be suffiCIent. Then
honorabl~ members saw that, by this additional expenditure, it was ant'icipated that
an income of about £12,000 a year would
be derived from the letting of shops and
offices.
Honorable members who represented the city could form a b~tter idea
than he could as to whether thIS was :m
over-rated estimate or not.
Mr. Brown
would quote the evidence of Sir William
Zeal, a friend of his (Sir Henry Cuthbert's),
to whose evidence he attached the greatest
importance. He believed that Sir William
Zeal's evidence was perfectly true when he
spoke in 1900 j but a change had taken
place between then and now, and the result
of the inquiries that he had made among
manv friends was that that change had resulted in verv few of the offices in the city of
:Melbourne being now to let. He believed
Although he
thev were all tenanted.
knew he was speaking to an expert in Mr.
Brown. he hoped that honorable member
would bear in mind that he intended to cast
no reflection upon the evidence of one who
had occupied the President~al Chair of the.
Council, and who was hIghly respected.
Honorable members knew that that gentleman spoke what he believed to be the truth
in 1900. but things were very much ~1tered.
After this amendment had been dIsposed
of the rest of the debate on this item should
Sir

n. wry

Cuthbert.

Revenue Bill.

be confined to the question whether the
Council would insist upon the outlay being

restricted to £265,000, or whether they
would venture the greater expenditure,.
',yhich would amount to £440,000, and
would giye a station that the people of the
whole of Victoria might be justly proud
of.
The Han. W. H. EMBLING expressed
the opinion that it was a very great pity
that in an important Bill like this, whicl~
. was causing this House to create precedents that would guide its procedure in
the future, amendments were written hurAny
riedl v on the spur of the moment.
old ~ember knew that it was almost impossible to draw up a correct amendment, even
if one was an expert, while his thought~
were distracted by other things. An honorable member needed an hour or two of
calm tho~ght before he could put an important amendment in a ~atter._of this' kind
in proper form. He notIced that that apThe
plied to Mr. Melville's amendment.
honorable member would find, on second
thoughts, that it did not do all that he
intended.
This was not an ordinary questio~.
Honorable members were not now
debating a matter of every-day politics 1
but they were for the first 6me i~ the reformed Parliament creating precedents
that would be looked back to, and anything
that they did wrong would not readily be
undone.
This Bill or these amendments
should not' be rushed through.
Putting
aside the question of the railway station~·
putting aside the extravagance, and all ~he
mistakes that had been made, the qUestIOn
was that they were creating precedents in.
dealing with this measure. . Therefor~,
!.his discussion ought to be adJourned untI~
Tuesday next, to give honorable members
time to'look into the whole question. Then,
if anv cOllstitutional points were involved.
on ,~hich the President was appealed
to. the President would also have
ti~e
for
consideration.
He
hoped
the Attornev-General would, therefore,
go on now 'with other business. Withoub saying whether he ~as in. fav~ur of
or ao-ainst any of the pomts raIsed m the
debate on the main question, he wished to
emphasize that honorable members ought
to be very careful on this question
of making precedents and drawing ul?'
rules of procedure which would become the
rules of procedure of the future.
The Han. J. STERNBERG stated that
he would like the Chairman to rule as to
whether he was prepared to receive the
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amendment Or not. I f it was ruled out of
order perhaps some other honorable member
might be, prepared with an amendment in
its place. Honorable members were anxious
to get on with this important issue, and if
the consideration of it was deferred until
after the adjournment for refreshments, honorable members might be able to frame an
amendment which would be in keeping with
what Mr. Melville desired, and be, at the
same time, constitutionally correct.
The Han. J. BALFOUR stated that,
looking at The Constitution Act 1903, he
thought the amendment contained too much,
and, as the Attorney-General had suggested,
if it was desirable to send to the other place
reasons for coming to the conclusion at which
the amendment aimed, that could be done
by a message! and still they would keep
within the exact terms of The Constitution
Act 1903. It was quite clear, as Dr.
Embling said, that for the first time they
were making a precedent. They had a new
power that they had never had before, but
that they had been longing for, and they
should be very careful, especially in the
first message they sent, that they did not
~ven seem to exceed the powe.rs- they had.
The section in the Act readThe Council may once, at each of the under.
mentioned stages of a Bill which the Council
cannot alter, return such B ill to the Assembly,
suggesting, by message, the omission or amend·
ment of any items or provisions therein.

The Council could not make amendments,
but they could suggest the omission or
amendment of any items or provisions in
the Bill. The section did not say one word
about giving reasons or commenting upon
the Suggestion. He thought that was going
beyond their power altogethe.r, unless it was
Gone in a separate message, as could be
done. Mr. Melville had suggested the reo
duction of the amount by £1 j but he, went
on to give reasons for it in a long amendment that created debate, and that was not
3.pparently in agreement with the powers
of the Council under the Constitution Act.
"rhey should not begin by raising a differ·
ence of opinion between the Assembly and
themselves upon a power which they were
exercising for the first time. They would
only be creating unpleasantness instead of
~arrying on the work of Parliament comfortably. This amendment was not one that
need have been drawn up in a few minutes.
The Council adjourned last night in order
that there might be time to think over Mr.
. Earwood's amendment.

Reven~te

Hill.

995

The Han. "V. H. EMBLING.-~Ir. Melville's ame,ndment was drawn up when he
found that Mr. Harwood withdrew from
his position.
The Han. J. BALFOUR said he had not
been a ware of that. He had been under the
impression that Mr. Melville had since last
night to prepare an amendment. He hoped
this discussion would not be adjourned anv
more. It had been on for two nights. Honorable members were all prepared to give
r~asons for their attitude on the main questlOn. It would be well if Mr. Melville's
amendment, if it was persisted in should
consist of nothing but a suggestion' for the
reduction of the amount by £1.
The Han. D.' MELVILLE.-Move an
amendment on my aJmendment.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said he was
not proposing an amendment at all.
The Han. E. MILLER stated that the v
s~'lOuld not stop the passage of the Bill
sImply because they objected to one or two
:Mr. Melville had proposed that
items.
they should reduce the item under consideration by £1.
What good would that
do ?
~e c~:)Uld unde!stand their striking
out an Item If they objected to it, and that
was what should be done in this case and
not only in regard to this item, but in regard to any other item they objected to.
They had power to suggest that items
They did not wish
should be struck out.
to be antagonistic to the Government, but
they had good reason for suggesting that
these items should be taken out.
'What
was to. prev.ent the ot~er place . from passing
the BIll WIth these Items omItted and so
distributing the money authoriz;d to be
expended by the Bill? Then the items that
w~re left out could be sent up in another
BIll.
Tha~ seemed to be a very simple
way of gettmg over the difficulty, and if
the suggestion met with the approval of the
Chamber he would be glad to move an
amendment to that effect.
The Han. R. B. RITCHIE said
that, as a very junior member of the
House, it would ill become him to thrust in
his opinions upon this subject, but if the
Chairman insisted upon the ruling he had
indicated on Mr. Harwood's motion, it
would take away an enormous power from
this Honse.
It was conceivable that in
the near future a Government might propose to build some gorgeous palace, ot unnecessary building, which this' House mig-ht
think it was not advisable to go on with
at the price.
He would admit that a stat,ion was wanteq, but he did not desire to
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spend this amount of money upon it.
If
the Chairman refused to allow them to
suggest that, while they were willing that
the station should be built, they were not
willing to spend that money,. !he Chairn:an
would place them in the posItIon of havmg
to make an estimate like expert builders.
They had heard a good deal about e.stimates
during the last few days, and seemg that
their chosen experts were out to the extent
of £30,000 in one item alone, he
would like to know what was the value of
honorable members of this Chamber as experts? He would suggest to the Chairman
that he should consider the matter very carefully, as it would form a precedent. He
would like to see a building put there, but
would like to see a cheap plan adopted.
He had no more idea, however, than the
Government experts what the building would
cost. He did not think it would be advisable to send down a message to the other
place, saying that they wiped this item out
altogether. He did not know anything
about constitutional law, but the dictionary
meaning of the word "suggest" satisfied
him that they might suggest that a building
be put up for a smaller sum.
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT observed that
he agreed with the remarks of the last
speaker that they should have a station,
and that if possible it should be a cheap
one, considering the state of the funds at
present. One of the witnesses who had
been examined before the Chamber, if he
remembered aright, said that the ground
floor would provide all the accommodation
required for the station. The other part of
the building was surplusage.
If the
ground floor would provide all the accommodation required, why could not they suggest
that something of that kind should be constructed? The circumstances of the State
were still straitened, and they might suggest some amendment to provide that only
one story should be gone on with.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD stated that
there had been two propositions laid before
the Committee. One was that the item
should be wiped out altogether, and the
other was that it should be reduced by
£ I. He thought he would be justified
in speaking to the two propositions together.
In regard to the wiping-out of the item altogether, he would ask honorable members to
recollect that they were in rather a
peculiar position. The scheme for the
expenditure of £265,000 had been reported to another
place,
and the
report had been adopted. This House,
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in conjunction with the other branch of
Parliament, had voted money to carry out
that scheme, but they had not yet voted
the whole amount of £265,000, and even
this £60,000 would not bring it up- to
that. It was only by the courtesy, and
the honesty· and courage of the present
Ministry that they knew anything at all
of this further proposed expenditure. The
Government might perfectly well have gone
on asking them to vote money up to the
extent of £265,000, without saying anything about this necessary additional expenditure.
He thought, therefore, that
honorable members ought to give the Govemm~nt every credit for letting
them
know that ultimately much more money
would have to be spent. If the same
course had been pursued by former Ministries an immense amount of money would
have been saved on many occasions. The
mere fact that they had not exhausted the
amount they had approved of, namely,
£265,000, should deter the Chamber from
objecting to this item of £60,000, which
would nqt bring the amount up to the
limit. So much for the question of wiping out th~ item altogether. In regard to
reducing the item by £1, it was true
that doing that vwuld bring the matter
up for discussion in another place, and
that it would be thrashed out there. But
what would be the result of that, and
what better position would the taxpayers
be in then than they were now? Another
place had the right to initiate expenditure, and looking at this station question
in the light thrown upon it by the honesty
of the present Ministry, they had decided,
with the full knowledge that it would take
£44 0 ,000 to complete the scheme, to pass
the item in the Bill.
The other place
had fonmally sanctioned the £44°,000.
If this Chamber reduced the amount bv
£1, it would not be in the least likely
to lead the other place to reverse their
decision, which they had come to with all
the facts before them, no matter what
might be said in the other House about
items being spent without authority. He
felt strongly on that question, thOllg i1, i:l
spite of that, he believed that the Ministry
had made out an uncommonly good case in
favour of this increased expenditure. The
Premier had shown that the GoveflliTIont
was spending every year £14,000 in hard
sovereigns in the way of house rent for some
of their public servants, and that these
officers could be moved into the new build·
ing and this money saved. That ;.vas a
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distinct saving. In addition to t~atl there
'Was, on the a.uthority of Mr. Talt, a further saving of £6,000 in the working expenses of the yard. There was therefore
a saving of £20,000 without taking into
consideration the rents from the shop;:; or
the offices. As had been pointed out on :l
former occasion, £20,000 a year was 4!
per cent. On £440,000.
Therefore, ~o
matter how little they got for the shops, thIS
appeared to him to be a justifiable expenditUre. At the same time, he trusted that, ]f
this item was passed by the Council, the
Ministry would take all ne.cessary steps
to insure that no head of a Department, either with the sanction of
the Minister for the time being or
the sanction of the Commissioners for
the time beinf', should expend £5 when he
was only entItled to spend £2. This. had
been done in the past. There was an Item,
as they elicited last night, on which they
were authorized to spend, according to the
rough calculation, which 'Mr. Norman said
was approximate, a sum of £99,000, and
yet £165,000 had been spent upon it.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-The fault
of the late Minister.
The Hon. VV. S. MANIFOLD said it was
hardly the fault of the Minister. In all
probability it was the fault of the head .of
his Department, who had gone to the M111ister, very likely, and said he would have
to add a little bit to this and a little !bit
to that. The Minister who sanctioned ~hat
very likely had no idea of exceeding the
total vote. Honorable members mig~.lt assume, he thought, that such a thing as had
happened in the past would not occur under
the present r€;gime, and he would support
the item in the Bill.
The Hon. W.CAIN stated that Mr.
Melville suggested that this Bill should be
r'eferred back to the other place in order
to have a small reduction made. There was
a difficulty in what the honorable member
proposed, and he agreed with Sir Henry
Cuthbert also, who said that they had
practically agreed to the expenditure of
£265,000.
They ha;d befo~e. them the
evidence of the Chief CommIssIOner, and
of the Chief Engineer of Railways, that
the work would cost something like
£460,000.
He would suggest that .the
whole matter be referred back to the Railways Standing Committee for review and
to report upon.
He did not see how they
were to get out of the difficulty, as expenditure had been going on which had practicHe would not
ally not been approved.

ReL'enue Bill.

997

attem pt to formulate the motion for the
purpose of referring the matter to the
Railways Standing Committee.: but he made
the suggestion that it should be so referred
as the best way out of the difficulty.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE stated that,
. in moving his amendment, instead of proposing that the item should be struck out
altogether, he had given way to a lawyer.
He saw that there was a very divided
opinion on this matter.
Some honorable
members wanted to follow the Ministry.
His idea was that they should have the
verdict of the Assembly on this item, and
that the Assembly sqould take the responsibility of this increase.
Mr. Cain had put
the best proposition after all, but he was
afraid the Government would not accept it,
because he (Mr. Melville) and Dr. Embling,
two members of the Railways Standing
Committee, had already spoken against the
But there were four other
whole concern.
members on the Railways Standing Committee who were distinctly in favour of
this proposal-two labour members and two
other members.
There would, therefore,
be four to two in favour of the scheme, and
there should, therefore, be no difficulty
about allowing the matter to go to the committee, which would take evidence in
He
was,
however,
regard
to it.
An
in the hands of the Chamber.
amendment of any sort would obtain all
that he required, so long as it did not create
a wrong precedent.
He would prefer that
the fullest investigation should be made
of all these new things.
That the sum
of £265,000 should be spent was the law.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-Will you get
it done for £265,000?
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that the
honorable gentleman had stated that this
£60,000 was absolutely a part of that
amount, and when they had got that they
had got all they wanted.
The Hon. J. 1\L DAVIES.-£60,000
will not finish the building.
The Hon. D . MELVILLE said that the
honorable gentleman distinctly stated, when
arguing on the constitutional question, that
this £60,000 was all under cover there,
and that he did not want any more at the
present moment.
Honorable mep1bers
would not commit themselves to the full
amount of the cost of that station by voting the £,60,000, but they could vote tlie
balance of the £440,000 later on.
The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-There IS no~
a word in the Bill about £440,000.
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The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that the
honorable gentleman could not play fast
and loose, for the honorable gentleman said
that this £60,000 would be part of the
larger amount.
The Hon. E. MILLER remarked that
he had urged the honorable member to
withdraw his amendment, and he would also
urge that they ,should strike out not only
this item, but all other items that they
objected to.
The CHAIRMAN.-I have ruled that it
is not competent for me to receive this
amendment.
I rule that it is entirely out
of the bounds .to which we are limited by
sub-section (2) of section 30 of The Constitution Act of 1903. This resolution, though
leading to a reduction, and is, therefo~e, in
a manner a suggestion, is practically an
abstract resolution.
For these reasons I
rule that the amendment is not in order.
The Hon. J. IH. DAVIES said he had
consulted the Premier with regard to this
item of £60,000 during the refreshment
hour.
This £60,000 now proposed to be
spent, together with the sum already expended, was within the £265,000 approved by the Railways Standing Committee.
The P fernier stated that if this item
was passed, the money would be appl~ed
to going on with the different works, Including the station building, but that none
of
it
would
be
used
In
erecting the fourth story.
Before. the
amount already approved by the RaIlways
St3nding Committee was exceeded, the Pre·
mier would ask Parliament to refer the
question of any extra expendit~re to that
committee. That should get nd of the
difficulty some honorable members felt about
passing this item.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE expressed
the opinion that the sooner this discussion
was brought to a finish the better for the
Legislative Council.
Honorable members
were there to pass sums of money that
should be rightly and legitimately ex·
pended.
Were they doing that?
Certainlv not.
He held that they ought to
come to a decision now, otherwise they
would be rightly regarded as not doing
their duty. If the Government of the day
could sp~nd money without the aut~or~ty of
Parliament, the Railways CommIsSIOners
or the officers of the 'Department had an
equal right to do the same.
The Han. J. M. DAVIES.-You will
first have to prove that the Government have"
been -spending money without the autho·
:rity of Parliament.
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The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE said
he was not talking about the present Government at all-far from it-but of other
Governments.
Noone knew better than
the Attbt.ney-G$eral that what he was
complaining of had been done times without number. The constituents of the Legi<;.
lative Council would naturally say that
honorable members were sent there to look
after the expenditure of public money, and
what justification had they got at the present time if they allowed money to be spent
without authority from this Chamber?
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-Has what
past Governments did years ago anything
to do with the present item?
The Hon. D. E. :McBRYD E said he
thought it had, but if the Chllirman said
his remarks were out of order, he would
bow to his ruling.
The CHAIRMAN.-I do not think the
honorable member is out of order, but the
discussion should be limited to the Bill,
and not extended to the general conduct of
Governments in the expenditure of pu~lic
money.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE said he
thought the action of Mr. Melville in connexion with this matter 'would be· the means
of doing a vast amount of good.
The
Government had now come to a right decision, and had promised that no further expenditure would take place without the
authority of Parliament.
He had sufficient confidence in the Government to believe
that their promise would be
faithfully carried out.
As to
the
F linders~street station buildings, he thought
that the Government had taken the right
course, and that honorable· members ought
to agree with the suggestion that hid been
made bv the Attornev-General. He for one
would iike to see the station buildings completed, because until then the general public would not receive the benefits they had
the right to expect. Under existing conditions ladies and children were exposed to
wet weather at the Flinders-street station
without any covering over them. It was
true there was what was called an umbrella
covering, but the whole station ought to be
covered, as similar buildings in other countries were. He must compliment Mr. Melville on having brought this matter forward, because he believed that action of
the honorable member would result in the
saving of an enormous amount of money to
this country. He felt sure it was the earnest
intention of the" Government to honestly
carry out what they· believed to be the right
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and just thing. He had every confidence in . Standing Committee, which had received
the Government, and he hoped that the the sanction of another place, should as
Committee would take the course the Attor- far as possible be carried out.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG expressed
ney-General had suggested.
the hope that this item. would be passed
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said he was now that they had had a statement from
very pleased indeed that the Government the representative of the GO\-ernment in
had had their eyes opened. It ,~as p.er- this Chamber in keeping with the views of
fectlv legitimate to say that the d~scussIOn the majority of members of the Council.
in this Chamber had brought about the He felt sure that the promise made on bechange. The promise made on behalf of half of the Government would be faithfully
the Government was made by the right man, carried out. As one 'rho was opposed to
the Attorney-·General, who would see that any large expenditure of public money, in
it was carried out. It was by no means view of the fact that the country was not
certain that the sum of £265,000 would be in a condation to stand extravagant expensufficient for the erection of the F linders- diture, he was glad that the Council had
street station, as recommended by the Rail- taken the stand it had done with the view
wavs Standing Committee, but the Govern.- of intimating to those who had the preparme;t had given an undertaking that none ing of the plans of the ~linders-street staof this £60,000 would be spent on the tion that honorable members were not deproposed fourth story of that building, sirous of spending over half-a-rriillion of
so that any further expenditure, whether monev on the erection of a building of
referred to the Railwavs Standing Com- that character.
mittee or any other body, would have to
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT remarked
be approved by Parlia,;nent before it w~s that he was very pleased to hear the stateincurred. Under these CHcumstances he dId ment made by the Attorney-General, as he
not think the Committee could very well re- thought it would have the effect of relieving
fuse to pass this item. Honorable members the minds of many honorable members who
were anxious not to be committed to the ex- might differ from the views of the Governcessive expenditure on the Flinders-street ment, and perhaps from the views he himstation contemplated by the Government, self had expressed in the course of thi~ disand they were now saved from being com- cussion. It would free honorable members
mitted to the erection of the fourth story. from embarrassment, and give an assurance
Honorable members had got all they de- to the country that the expenditure recomsired. They did not wish to approve of mended by the Railways Standing Comsuch an extraordinary expenditure until mittee On the erection of Flinders-street
they had had further- time to consider the station would not be exceeded without the
matter, but after the Attorney-General's sanction of Parliament.
One honorable
promise, he had no wish to pursue the sub- member had said something to the effect
ject any further. He believed that a con- that there had been unauthorized expendisiderable saving would be affected, and he tUre in connexion with the F'Iinders-street
was sure the Committee would agree with station, but he was rather inclined to think
him that, in view of this outcome of the that the honorable member who spoke in
discussion, the time spent on the question that way was not aware that items to the
had not been wasted.
extent of £170,000 had received the sancThe Hon. J. H. ABBOTT remarked that tion of both Houses of Parliament from
the Council was indebted to Mr. Melville time to time, and therefore, so far as this
for bringing this matter forward.
The particular item was concerned, he did not
discussion of the subject had cleared the air think any unauthorized expenditure was invery much, and honorable members knew volved. The Government had given an asthat they were going to get back on the surance that the expenditure on this station
proper legal lines, because what had recommended by the Railways Committee
been approved by the Railways Standing would not be exceeded in the future without
Committee would be adhered to as far as the express sanction of Parliament, and he
possible, and any further addition.S wQ':1ld felt sure honorable members might rely on
be submitted to that bodv for conSIderatIOn it that in the carrying out of the works rebetore any money was expended on them. commended by the Railways Standing Com-·
Although this discussion. had been rath~r mittee the expenditure would be limited, to'
lengthy, it would !=>e of very g.rea,t use If the amount the committee had fixed. . It
it only drew attentIon to the pnncIple that would be for another place and this Cham.
the recommendations of the Railways ber to consider later on whether any further
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',expenditure should be incurred or ,not.
The official announcement that had been
made would relieve every honorable member of this Chamber from all embarrassment as to the way he should vote, and he
thought the Committee should cheerfully
and gratefully accept the Attorney-General's proposal.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said he congratulated Mr. Melville on having brought
out the evidence given to this Chamber
last evening. He certainly did not agree
with the honorable member sometimes, but
in connexion with this matter the honorable
member had elicited evidence that would
do good, not only in regard to this particular item, but in other ways.
When
the Railways Standing Committee was appointed he regarded it as to a certain extent a buffer between the Government of
the day and Parliament. Honorable members would all recognise that when a work
was referred to the Railways Standing
Committee, and that committee recommended it should be carried out at an
expenditure not exceeding a certain specified sum, it would be ridiculous to allow
the officers of the Department or the Government of the day to largely exceed that
amount, and then practically compel Parliament to pass further sums of money, or else
'look foolish, and waste the money already
expended. The discussion that had taken
place over this question would prevent anything of that kind being done in future,
and therefore the time had not been
wasted.
While some honorable members
might still be inclined to strike out this
item of £60,000, he thought the compromise offered bv the Government was a fair
one, which ali honorable members should
indorse. He felt that the officers of the
Railway Department would be more careful in future to see that their estimates
worked out nearer to the correct amount.
The Chairman of the Railways Commissioners stated yesterday that £6,000 a year
would be saved by transferring the traffic
from Princes' -bridge station to Flindersstreet station, but as a practical man he
(Mr. Evans) could not see how that saving
was to be effected. The total amount of
salaries paid at Prince's-bridgestation,
roughly speaking, was £12,000 a year,
and he could not see how the Commissioners were going to save anything like
£6,000 a, year by the change.
The:e
was no doubt Mr. Tait was a marvel III
transportation, an'd if he could effect that
saying of £6,000 a year, this House and
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the community would be very glad. He
felt sure that everybody would recognise
that the Council had done a great deal of
good in ventilating this question, which
might not have been ventilated but for
the action of Mr. Melville.
The Hon. E. MILLER expressed the
opinion that although £265,000 was all
that the Government were authorized to expend on the Flinders-street station, he was
quite sure that that station would cost
£440,000 before it was finished, possibly
a great deal more, and he did not think the
country ,could afford such an enormous expenditure.
The Hon. R. B. REES said he must
add his quota, not of praise, but of disappointment, at the quiet way that the Council
was accepting the promise of the Government to submit this matter to the Railways
Standing Committee. What were honorable members doing? Simply committing
themselves irretrievably to the full expenditure demanded or asked by the Rail,vay Department, the officers of which asserted that they could not get the full
adyp,ntage of :the expen,diture ,that had
already been incurred unless Flindersstreet station and yards were constructed
as proposed. After all, it was the proposal of the Railways Commissioners that
the extra story should be put on the building, and that £440,000, or practically
half-a-million of money, should be spent
on this work. When they had spent this
£60,000, with £20,000 additional prov~ded out iOf the railway revenue, they
would have added £80,000 to the expenditure that had already taken place,
and then that fact would be used as a
lever in this House and in another place
to induce Parliament to go on expending money until the work was finished.
At present £165,000 had been spent. If
the work was dropped now £12,000, or
perhaps £15,000, of the money that had
been spent on the foundations would be
wasted. The balance, about £150,000, had
been spent on necessary works in altering
the railway yards and giving additional
platform accommodation. That work would
have to be doone in any case, because the
station yards and platforms were too small
to accommodate the traffic. The Committee
were now asked too sanction an expenditure
of ,£60,000, with ,£20,000 additional, and
if that were done the leverage might be so
great that they would be bound to go on
afterwards, and complete the whole work.
In other words, when they sanctioned this
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item they were practically sanctioning the
expenditure of £500,000 at Flinders-street.
He wished to enter his protest against that·
enormous expenditure, and, as he believed,
wilful extravagance, on that one spot in
Flinders-street.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN observed that
he would like to add his quota of satisfaction at the understanding that had been arrived at in connexion with this item. He
lived in a part of the country that had been
greatly victimized with respect to railway
estimates, and the lessons that were to be
learnt from the evidence taken by the Committee would be most satisfactory to the
country generally. He felt some difficulty
in coming to the conclusion to support even
the proposal now made by the AttorneyGeneral, because he considered that we were
.now playing the part of a man who had
.become suddenly rich by means of a legacy.
His fear was that we were commencing to
spend too soon. I f the next season's crop
was as good as last year's, it would fortify
him very much in agreeing to this expenditure j but at this particular moment no one
could tell what sort of a crop it would
be. If the remainder of this £500,000
was spent on the Flinders-street station it
would be said by people in the country
that Parliament was adding another burden to the producers, and that that burden
was to be made up by the freights which
Mr. Tait put on a few months ago. A sum
of £80,000 was already paid to the Railway Department for bringing down wheat
at a fair price. If, therefore, £500,000
was spent on this railway station it must
be made up out of the revenue of the railways. This work was required to provide
accommodation chiefly for suburban traffic,
and
he understood
that a similar
expenditure would soon be required
at Spencer-street.
In voting for this
item of £60,000, he did so on the
distinct unde:rstanding that it ·would not
restrict honorable members in any way in
dealing with any further expenditure on
the same work.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-It must do so.
The Han. M. CUSSEN said he hoped
that this £60,000 would be spent to meet
the requirements of the present traffic, and
that it would be added to ftom year to year,
as the revenue of the railways might justify
it. He did not wish to oppose the item,
seeing that the majority of honorable members were inclined to support it, and in
view of the promise made by the' Attorney-
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General j but he took the same view as Mr.
Rees, that in passing this amount, they were
practicall y pledging themselves to an ulHe
timate expenditure of £500,000.
wo'uld not object to that, if the expenditure'
were spread over a number of years, and if
the State could afford it j but at the present
time, he knew of twenty places where !hore
productive works could be done for the same
amount of money-works that would bring
traffic to the railway, and not be merely ornamental. A million of money had been spent
on Parliament House, about a quarter of
a million on the Law Courts, and now
another half-million was to be spent on this
railway station.
The Han. W. LITTLE stated that, as a
country member, he found considerable difficulty in voting on this item. He had been
a strong supporter of the course adopted
by Mr. Melville; but at the same time, he
was very pleased to hear the statement that
had been made by the Attorney-General.
He understood that that gentleman had
given a guarantee that if this item were
now passed, any further expenditure on the
station would be referred to the Railways
Standing Committee for report, and that
that report would be submitted for the' approval of Parliament.
That proposal
rendered it possible for him to support the
item. To those honorable members who had
not been long in the Chamber the proceedings of the. last two days had been a good
education in parliamentarv ·usages.
The.
evidence that had been brought before the
Committee had not been wasted, but "lOuld
afford honorable members food for serious
reflection. It was a serious matter, \vhen
it was found that responsible officers, in
taking out quantities, put down £9,000
instead of £30,000. He understood that
an officer in the Public Works Department
was paid £100 for taking out these quantities, and it was found that they were al·
together wrong.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-He is not
the Government service at all.
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The Han. W. LITTLE said that, at all
events, he was a quantity surveyor. He
thought the thanks of the House were due
to Mr. Melville for bringing out this evidence, and when honorable members went
back to their constituents they wO'uld be
able to sav that this Chamber had done its
duty.
.
The item was agreed to.
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On the item" Towards Walhalla railway,

£3 0 ,000,"
1\1r. BENT said - I understand I am
aSked to explain this item regarding the
proposed railway from :Moe towards 'Walhalla.
M v answer to that is this: It is
the law-it- is the law.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-It was the law
in 1900.
l\1~. BENT.-It is the law to-day.
I
have the Act in my hand.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-We can repeal it.
Mr. BENT.-I was going to' say that
although this law was passed four years
ago no section in either House has yet
asked for its repeal, and, constitutionally,
as honorable members know, it is the law
until it is repealed.
I wish not only to be
courteous, but to be able to speak on this
question, but I might take my stand on that
principle alone.
It is the law, and the
Government could, if it liked, nave constructed that line, and gone on with the
work without asking any consideration from
anyone.
But as we have a surplus, and
as we believe we can do certain works that
otherwise would be paid for out of loan,
we brought in this Bill, because we had no
desire to go into the market with our stock
at about £87 lOS., and we had declared
to the country that we would not borrow
money.
I think that honorable members
will say that they agree with that proposition, and that they do not want to float
fresh loans.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-We ought to
avoid them as much as we can.
Mr. BENT.-Now, let me come to this
Railways Standing Committee, that we have
heard so much about. I believe the honorable member opposite (Mr. Melville) was
one of the members of that committee who
recommended this line.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-He is
favour of the line now.

m

Mr. BENT.-At any rate,1 hear a great
deal about the action of the Railways
Standing
Committee,
and
I
am pleased to know that this House
has appointed two really good men
as members of that committee. I understand that my colleague, the AttorneyGeneral, has stated with regard to the
Flinders-street station that he intends to
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rely upon that committee for information
~egarding all future expenditure.
Now,
It

has been said that the Railways Stand-

ing Committee agreed to the Walhalla line
upon the casting vote of the Chairman.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-I corrected that.
Mr. BENT.-Even supposing it were
so, it is the law.
The law provides that
the Chairman shall give a casting vote.
However, in looking up the records I find
it was not the casting vote, but one or two
mem'bers of the committee wished to take
up the tram lines belonging to the mines,
and be.c~use of that, they voted against the
propOSItIOn.
Nevertheless, the line was
carried by the committee, and the committee reported accordingly, and I again say
that both Houses-and this House unanimously-voted for the line.
All the
figures were given, the estimates were
submitted, the popUlation of Walhalla
a!1d everything else was taken into consideration, and after that this House and
the other place passed the Act into law. I
do not think I need say another word about
that. The law savs that we are authorized
to proceed with the line at once but we
did not do so. We adopted anoth~r course.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-"Vhy did you not
proceed?
Mr. BENT.-I am proceeding. I want
to tell you, Mr. Chairman, that I took the
trouble to go over this proposed line, that
I am a pretty fair judge of land, and that
I did not take Walhalla into consideration
at all in regard to this matter. We have in
that district, and within five miles of the
line, several thousand acres of land belonging to the State-our land.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-The AttorneyGeneral told us 8,000 acres.
Mr. BENT.-I will give you seven times
that. The unoccupied Crown lands open
for selection amount to 35,900 acres.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-When?
Mr. BENT.-The day before yesterday.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-What kind of
land is it? Is it good?
1\1r. BENT.-I assure you I saw
some of the finest apples there that I ever
saw in my life.
The Han. W. S. MANIFOLD.--Apples
will grow on very poor land.
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l\h. BENT.-And I saw splendid cabbages-they do not grow on poor lanrl-and
fine carrots, as clean as ever you saw in
your life. The timber reserves amount to
II,800 acres, and mining reserves 45,400
acres. In addition to that, there is 43,5° 0
acres of sold, leased, and licensed land, so
that, within five miles on each side of
the line, we have 136,700 acres. In
addition to that, Messrs. Black and Meakin,
of the Lands Department, estimate that the
land belonging to the Crown will be ~n
hanced in value by means of the railw.a.y to
the amount of £70,687'
I believe this
evidence was given before the Railways
Standing Committee., In addition to the
land I have mentioned there is an area of
31,000 acres, chiefly first and second cla5s
land, which would gain an increase in value
by the proposed railway. I am reading
from a report S'igned by Mr. M. D. Kernot,
acting Engineer-in-Chief.
I went, as I
told you, along this propose¢! line, and I
-have TIo-lresitation in saying that on each
side of it there is some very good land.
This land belongs to the Crown-some of
the land that before now has been alienated
at lOS. per acre, \V~ith 20 years to run. I
have no hesitation in saying that, if the
Jailway were made, we could put at least
30s. an acre upon that land. That being
the case, I need not point out to you, Mr.
Chairman, that that loading would pay the
whole cost of the line, without taking Walhalla into account at all.

The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEu.-Are you
going to do ~t ?
Mr.

BE~T.-Yes j

that is our proposal.

Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Do you say 30s.
an acre?
?vlr. BENT.--Yes, 30s. an acre.
Of
course, when you speak about getting to
Walhalla, you know that it is like going
up the side of this wall.
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The land without the railway is
land.
valueless, because it is impossible to get up
the hills and down the valleys without railway communication.
Has any member
of this House had a trip to Walhalla on a
wet day? I do not know how many members have visited Walhalla, but it is a
wonderful place, and wonderful works
have been carried out there.
There is
auriferous country there that is practically
unknown.
I do not know whether Mr.
Miller is acquainted with this part of the
countrv, but I think he has some interest
in the- '\Vood's Point country.
This sum
of £30,000 will make the "line, and supply the rolling-stock for ten miles. The
people up there have ari awful time in trying to convey their goods, and it would be
a great convenience to them if only this ten
I read the evimiles of line were made.
dence of the Railways Standing Committee
and I went over the country myself, so that
I am giving you my personal assurance
from a knowledge of the country. It would
be better for us to improve this land than
to buy a good deal of land' under the
Closer Settlement proposal.
With the
~tmost confidence I will answer any questIons that may be put to me, and I will
~nswer th~m f~irly and truthfully. There
IS, not an Item 111 the Bill that will do more
good to the State than this one.
I have
no interest beyond trying to do what is right
for the country and the people. People are
already making a rush for the Crown lands
near this railway.
Since this proposal
was introduced they have made a rush for
9,000 acres, but I am going to stop that
speculation, and see that they shall not get
possession of the land until we take steps
to get a fair price for it. I stopped several
applications to-day. I propose to make the
land pay for the line.
I will read what
one of our well trusted officers, Mr. Black,
has said in reference to this matter.
If
this country on the mountain were in Switzerland, they would make a railway to
it for the sake of attracting people there.
I will read this report, so that honorable
members mav know the kind of land the
estimated value, and the enhanced val~e of
it.

Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.--; The home of the
gods.
l\Ir. BENT .__IC Food of the gods" is
nothing to it. I understand all about the
food of the gods. I remember reading that,
if you give a chicken this food of the gods,
The Hon. E. MILLER.-What is the estiit becomes in three weeks as big as a goose.
So it is with railway communication. mated cost of the line?
I have no hesitation in saying that we have
Mr. BENT.-£129,000 at that time.
'a right to load the land, and under no circumstances would I be a party to make the
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-Double
line without enhancing the ·value of the now, I suppose?
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Mr. BENT.-No j this

IS

different from the station.

This is the report-
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2,100 acres.

The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE.-Is the fixed in the same way as the municipal
second class land grazing land, or is it fit valuations on the land.
for agriculture?
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIR.-Do you intend
to inforce this bv-Iaw?
Mr. BENT.-Some of it is fit for agriMr. BENT.-I wiiI make them pay.
culture, and some, is adapted to grazing ..
Sur HENRY CUTHBERT said he
I differ from the gentleman who prepared
this statement.
I say that £1 or 3os. would like to put a few questions to the
will be the value.
The statement shows Premier, not with the object of opposan enhanced value amounting to more than ing this project, but merely to get fuller
and better information.
double the cost of the line.
Mr. BENT.-I shall be happy to answer
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU.-Do you in·
tend to load the land the Crown has parted any que,stions.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-You paid
with?
one visit to Walha11a?
Mr. BENT.-I do.
Mr. BENT.-Several visits.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-Have you
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Is jt no!
lo::>.dcd the 31,000 acres of freehold land? a very rough journey?
Mr. BENT.-It is.
Mr. BENT.-I intend to do it.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Can you
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-What price
do you intend to put on it?
. describe the town of Walha11a?
Mr. BENT.-The street extends for
~1r. BENT.-The same thing obtains jn about two miles, I believe.
C'onnexior. with the Beech Forest line. \Ve
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-How wide
haVE: a certain value on the la:nd near the is it?
railway, and further away fhere is very
Mr. BENT.-In some places not more
little enhancement.
The price will be than 30 feet.
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Sir HEKRY CUTHBERT.-And the
people are on the hills?
Mr. BENT.-On the mountain tops, and
the goats run at the back door.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Have you
travelled on the other side of Walhalla, in
the direction of Wood's Point?
Mr. BENT.-I have.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-There IS
no road there?
Mr. BENT.-There is a very poor
road j it is a track.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT. - And
goods are conveyed along the track by
pack horses?
.
Mr. BENT.-Yes.·
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-You do
not attach any importance to the trade with
'Valhalla?
Mr. BENT.-I do; but without it I
can get on very well.'
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Are you
aware that a very great change has taken
place in the mining community in and
3.bout W2.lhalla since the year 1900?
Mr. BENT.---I am.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-What was
the principal mine in the district for many
vears?
. Mr. BENT.-The Long Tunnel.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Did it not
give splendid dividends?
Mr. BENT.-Yes j and I would like to
have shares in it now.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Has that
mine paid any dividends during the last
six or twelve months?
\1r. BENT.-I am not aware.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Would
you be surprised to hear that it has not
paid any dividends during the last six
months?
}Ir. BENT.-·-I would not; but I knO\,'
that a member of the Assemblv has been
engaged in surveying there, an"d a Jot of
work is being done.
I do not think this
work would be done unless there was some
hope for the future.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-How far
have they gone down with the new shaft?
Mr. BENT.-I do not know.
For a
few years I have not put any capital into
mining.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-And you
do not intend to?
Mr. BENT.-I do not sav that.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-The Railways Standing Committee came to the can·
clusion that a large source of revenue
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would be earned by the railway from supplying Walhalla with timber.
Do you
agree with that?
Mr. BENT.-I do.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-To what
extent has the supply of timber fallen off
during the last four years?
Mr. BENT.-I do not know, but I know
that we have had lots of applications Lr
the timber, and that we can get more for
it than it costs at present.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Where are
you to get a demand. for mining timber in
and about Walhalla except from one mine,
namely, the Long Tunnel Extended?
Mr. BENT.-From several mines.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Are they
at work?
Mr. BENT.-Yes j there is another Tunnel Extended as good as the Long Tunnel.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Is it paying good dividends?
• Mr. BENT.-Yes.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT. - What
other mines do you know of?
Mr. BENT.-There are 30,000 acres of
auriferous land, and applications are being made daily to take it up.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Is that on
the Wood's Point?
Mr. BENT.-No; at the other side of
Moe.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Is not
Wood·' s Point worked out?
Mr. BENT.-I am not going to Wood's
Point.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-I think
you will admit that very little mining has
been done from Walhalla to Wood's Pomt?
Mr. BENT.-I will not admit that.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-There was
a good deal of gold obtained at Wood's
Point, I believe?
Mr. BENT.-I have been informed by
deputations, which comprised some members of this House, that there is good gold
there, and that there are mines paying good
dividends, and I have been induced by them
to expend some money on the main road.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.- Leaving
the supply of firewood out of the question,
you place your dependence on the line paymg through the land belonging to the
ClOwn?
Mr. BENT.-Yes.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-A great
~eal of .the land js very indifferent, I beheve, bemg second and third class?

•
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Mr. BENT.-They say so, but I do not
believe it. I went over the land that the
Lands Department classed as third class,
and it appeared to me that those who classified it knew very little about it. I saw
on what they called poor land an excellent
crop growing.
Sir HENRY CUTHBER'T.-That was
a wonderful patch, I suppose?
Mr. BENT. - There
were several
patches.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-T11e good
land is scattered here and there?
Mr. BENT.-That is how it is all over
Victoria.
.
Sir: HE~RY. Cl!T?BERT.-But more
especIally m thIS dIstnct?
Mr. BENT.-Not so.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Of the
Crown lands of 100,000 acres there are
,31,000 acres in the hands of private indi..,.
viduals?
Mr. BENT.-That IS m addItion.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-But they
hold that from the Crown?
Mr. BENT.-Yes.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-How can
you tax that land-?
Mr. BENT.-When I was there they
told me that rather than be without a railway they would be prepared to have the
land loaded up to £1 an acre.
Land
there that would not bring 30S. an acre now
would bring £10 if the railway were made.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Would
you tax them without their consent?
'Mr. BENT.-I have enough land for
the railwav without gOIng for them at all.
.
.SIr HENR'{" CUTHBE~ T.:-Do you
thmk that the tImber traffic, m VIew of the
fa:t. that the supply for Walhalla has fallen
off Immensely, would pay?
, .
.
Mr. BENT.-I do. It IS the finest crop
!hat will e~er b:e grown on the land. There
IS . splendId tImber there, good strong
stnngy-bark and. messmate, and there are a
<::ouple of saw-mIlls at work at present.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-The population has been diminished, I believe, by
one-third?
Mr. BENT.-I do not know. It has
diminished, I am told, but there was a good
mob there when I arrived.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-According
to the Municipal Directory of last year, the
population, including women and children,
amounted to 2,400~ bnt in 1900 the population was 3,600. Do not you think it was
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the men who left Walhalla in search of
employment, 1eaving their wives and children behind?
:Mr. BENT.-I do not know; I was not
very much interested in the women that
night at all.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Do you
think, taking for granted all you say, and
the rosy picture you paint of the place,
that growing produce there, and having to
ser,.d it to market at the present prices-do
you think it would pay a return?
Mr. BENT.-I do.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-In my
own district, in Bungaree, which is a very
good district, they grow very good potatoes,
and have to send them to Melbourne for
the most part. Do you know what they
are receiving per ton for them now?
Mr. BENT.-I do not.
But that is
nothing to go by, for we are not going to
have the present state of affairs for ever.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Do you
think that at lOS. a ton the growers could
pay for digging and bagging, and have a
profit?
Mr. BENT.-Yes j if it is profitable to
send them to Melbourne from Bungaree.
They can grow potatoes there in any quantity, and the very biggest of potatoes, and
flax can be grown there too.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-You have
a good know ledge of farming produce, and
I ask you, can a person, at a distance of
seventy miles from :Melbourne, grow potatoes and have a profit by selling them at
lOS, a ton?
. .
Mr .. BENT.-No j not If It were ot;tly
one mIle from the market.
I questIon
whether it would pay to take them out of
the paddock at that price.
S· HENRY CUTHBERT.-Do vou
. Ir
"
thmk the people about Walhalla could grow
hav and have a profit all. it by sending it
to "~[e]bourne for £1 a ton?
Mr. BENT.-No, of course not j but
when I was up there, hay was £3 lOS. a
ton.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Seeing
that they would have to depend on the
Melbourne market, do you think men could
make a living on that land?
Mr. BENT.--The land belongs to us,
and I 'intend to take away the right of
grazing on it, and to load it before allowing
it t~ be tak.en up.
.
: SIr HENRY CUTHBERT.-1?u.rmg the
time that Mr. Taverner was lVhmster of
Lands, was there much of the land selected?
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Mr. BENT.-I would rather not give any
opinion. as to that.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT .-Have not
9,000 acres been taken up?
l\1r. BENT.-Not taken up; I would
not let them have it·
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Were any
of those applications granted?
Mr. BENT.-Perhaps some were.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-What is
proposed to be done with this £3 0,000?
Mr. BENT.-To carry the line as far as
the Tyer.s River; ten miles.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-If that is
voted, will there be any obligation, because
we have voted it, on this House, to assist
the Government in obtaining the balance
necessary to complete the line to Walhalla?
Mr. BENT.-I say it is the law, and
unless you repeal it, you will be compelled
to carry it out.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-I agree
that the Walhalla ra'ilway was sanctioned
by both Houses. I admit that. I believe
at first I was against it, and that afterwards
I was in favour of the construction of this
line, but during the four years no Governmerit has thought fit to find the money for
making the line.
IVlr. BE~T.-That is hardly accurate j
there was also the l\fildura line.
The
Walhalla people were rather slow in preparing their railway trust.
You are aware
that they have to provide the money to
secure the land, and the Mildura people,
being rather faster than the Walhalla people, came in first. But I never heard any
section of Parliament say a word about
repealing the law for the construction of
the Walhalla line.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-But you
could not obtain the money without the
sanction of Parliament?
Mr. BENT.-Oh, yes.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.
You
could?
Mr. BENT.-We could have dealt with
it in the same way as the Mildura line ..
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-In that
case there was a special Act of Parliament.
That was done with the sanction of Parliamerit.
Surely you could not devote the
funds of the Treasury to the construction'
of anv line without the consent of both
Houses, even although the construction of
that line had been sanctioned bv Parliament?
.
Mr. BENT.-I will admit that, if yqu
like.
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The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member had better confine his, questions
to the particular line under consideration.
The honorable member is now questioning
the Premier with regard to a question of
policy-as to whether he would find the
money or not.
Sir HEKRY CUTHBERT stated that
he did not think he was departing from the
strict line of duty in putting the questions
he had put to the Premier. He did not
put them in any unfriendly way, but he
wanted to understand the real position in
connexion with this line.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
he thought it was very kind of the Premier
to consent to this examination, but it certainly was not contemplated in the section
of the Constitution Act, that, if a Minister
went to another House to explain a Bill,
he was to be called as a witness
and subjected to examination and crossexamination. If by any chance it should
fall to his (Mr. Davies') lot to go to the
Assembly to explain a Bill which was in
his char'ge, he would refuse to be crossexamined. There was reall v no foundation in the Constitution Act" for the P remier submitting to 'these questions.
It
was onl y an act of grace on the part of the
'Premier, and it was an act of grace on the
part of the Chairman to allow the questions to be put.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said he
could assure the House that he would not
have attempted to put half the questions
he had put to the Premier, or perhaps anv
questions, if that honorable gentleman had
not invited him.
The Hon. J. l\{ DAVIES said he did
not object on. that ground, but merely as
a matter of forming a precedent.
.
Mr. BENT.-I do not object to answer
the honorable member's questions.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-The Premier has answered every question very
fairly, and I could not have expected a
more favorable answer than the honorable .gentleman has given to any of the
questIOns. I beg to thank. the Premier for
his kindness in answering the questions
I have put.
The ,'Hon. W.· !PEARSO~ remarked;
that, as ?ne who had been very long connected WIth Walhalla, he might merition
as regarded the early history of the town:
tpat the first machinery sent there had to
be lowered by ropes, from the top of the
hill, at very gerat expense, and from that
day to this the people had always had
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very great difficulty in getting goods into
the town, especially in winter, when it ,was
almost impossible to get there.
It was
anI y a few years ago that there was almost
a famine, because a team could hardly
get goods into the town. Other mining
towns in Victoria had had railways for
years, while Walhalla, which was one of
the most important mining districts in the
State of Victora-he might almost say in
the Commonwealth-had, up to the present,
to do without a railway. On 2nd October,
1900, this House, with a larger roll of
mlembers, saw fit to pass the Walhalla
Railway Bill. At that time Walhalla was
in rather low water. The Long Tunnel
Mine was then practically hung up, but
since then that company had been reconstructed, with 24,500 shareholders, .as
against 2,400 shareholders in the old company. After a great deal of consideration
of different schemes, how to work the mine
economically, it was decided to put down
an inclined shaft, and this was done on
the recommendation of a mining engineer
who ha-d come to the company with great
testimonials.
This. he understood. w~.s
the first undertaking of its sort that was
ever carried out in the Commonwealth.
The inclined shaft was now down about
'2,700 feet. Under the old system it was
ccsting about 13 dwts. to the ton to work
the mine, whereas the stone they were getting only went about II dwts. With the
inclined shaft, they hoped to work ata cost
of about 4 or 5 dwts., and at the bottom of
the old shaft there were about 60,000 tons
of stone in sight. Altogether, they had now
every prospect of being successful. Besides,
Walhalla did not only consist of the Long
Tunnel :Mine. There were other mines
in the township. There was the Long Tunnel Extended, which was one of the richest
mines at present being. worked, paying a
very handsome dividend each month to the
shareholders, and instead of the stone getting poorer it was getting richer. It was
now going about 35 dwts. to the ton. There
was another mine-the Great South Long
Tunnel. This had also been in rather a poor
state lately, but the directors had suffident
faith in the mine not to wind it up. To
show the faith which the Walhalla people
had in the town, he might mention that
two of the directors of this company went
to Walhalla, and in about an hour's time
they had applications for from 36,000 to
40,000 shares from mining people in Walhalla itself. Yesterdav he noticed in the
Argus that the Great South Long Tunnel
Hon. W. Pearson.
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had struck a reef of about six feet, showing gold. The Long Tunnel mine would
in a few months be on stone which they felt
sure would be verv rich. The results of this
would increase the population, because he
believed that in the course of twelve
months, or at the outside of two years, they
would have in their employ, if they got
on to their gold, at least 1,000 men. There
were. many other mines about Walhalla,
which were only waiting for direct communication by rail with Melbourne to develop their ground. At present the expense
of carting machinery was too heavy, and
these small mines could not be worked,
because the cost of getting up machinery
was S'O fearfully expensive that it killed the
small companies.
Out towards Wood's
Point there were numerous mines also, and
all goods had to be got there by packing.
About Wood's Point there was a population of over 3,000, and it was a disgrace
to the State of Victoria that that number
of people had to depend on pack horses
for their supplies. The shire of Walhalla
had not been able to give the settlers proper roads, simply because they had not the
funds. I t had taken all their money to
keep the two roads into Walhalla in a fit
state. He had the pleasure of travelling
to Walhalla with the Premier on his last
visit there, and it certainly was a terrible
trip. He thought the Premier had great
pluck in attempting it. However, the honorable gentleman lived through it, and, he
(Mr. Pearson) was glad to say, was now
present in the Council to see this Bill
through. He trusted the House would see
fit to pass this amount, because he felt sure,
like the Premier, that the .line would pay
handsomely. The firewood alone would
yield a large revenue. He might mention
that one store in Walhalla had to pay from
£700 to £900 a year for cartage, and
there were other stores equally as large,
which no doubt p,aid almost as much. He
was sure that all the land would be taken
up once there was railway communication.
The land was practically useless now, because there could be no communication
with it, especiallv in the winter time. Some
of the land which this railway would pass
through sold only a few months ago at
£20 an acre, and there was a great deal
of other land which would become equally
as valuable if the line was constructed. He
had no hesitation, as one who .was well acquainted with the district, in asking the
Committee to pass the item.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG remarked
that Sir Henry Cuthbert had referred to
.?

SU1plus

[18 AUG., 1904.J

the price of potatoes, but was it not the fact
that other things could be grown in the
district, such as maize, peas, onions, &c.?
Mr. BENT.-They can grow anything.
If the honorable member will permit me
I will read part of a report from Mr. KerHe
not, who has been up there recently.
saysLarge traffic in firewood to supply Walhalla
mines is expected.
One saw-mill is established alongside the line
at 22 miles from Moe. Another is being started
at 16 miles from Moe, and there is room for
more.
Up to 20 miles from Moe the line passes much
good land, quite equal to the average on the
Beech Forest line, and waiting railway communication for agricultural and dairying development.
From 20 miles to Walhalla the traffic will depend upon the mining industry.
Cohen's Reef, Walhalla, is expected to continue auriferous to as great a depth as humao
skill can reach.
Both north and south of Walhalla the goldbearing area is extensive. Speaking generally,
there is a belt of auriferous country, from
Moondarra on the sou tn, to Matlock on the north,
40 miles long, ::.nd practically 3 miles wide.

The Hon . .T. STERNBERG asked the
Premier whether the land which abutted
on the line was not all land that was held
by the Crown?
1\Ir. BENT.-It is, with the exception of
the 9,000 acres I have referred to.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG.-Will not the
land be greatly enhanced in value by the
constr'uction of the railway?
Mr. BENT.-Certainly.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG.-You are
quite satisfied that the land will be all
selected and settled on?
Mr. BENT.-Positive.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING remarked
that he was in a bit of a difficulty.
He
did not understand how this Walhalla railwa y ever got through the House-he had
always been opposecl to it. The Premier,
however, had told them, which was, no
doubt, correct, that it was the present law,
and this was his (Dr. Embling's) difficulty.
However, the railway had passed the Railways Standing Committee, had passed both
Houses of Parliament, and was now the
They were asked to conlaw of the land.
sent to this money being spent on the line,
and they were told that the construction of
the line- up to the point mentioned would
onl y cost a certain sum of money.
He
would like to ask the Premier if this would
be the limit of expenditure?
Mr. BENT.--It will, and I omitted to
mention that these people put their money
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down to purchase the land, and handed it
over to the State.
They have complied
with the law.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-Do, I
understand that the estimate will be sufficient ro do all that the Premier has told us ?
Mr. BENT.-Yes; in fact, Mr. Kernot
says it may be done for less.
The Hon. F. STUART stated that he
desired to point out that in addition to the
value of the land, nearly the whole of this
mountainous country was auriferous, right
away to the boundary between Victoria and
Kew South Wales.
It was not merelv
the fact of there being mines like the Long
Tunnel Mine and the Long Tunnel Extended that welTe being worked now, but
other mines would certainly be discovered.
There were many thousands of square miles
of mountainous country practically all
auriferous, in which probably several mines
would be discovered of equal value to those
that were now in ope.ration.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said he
would like to ask the. Premier one question.
?vir. Kernot, in the report which had been
read, compared this land to the Beech
Forest land.
He (Mr. Manifold) knew
the Premier had been on the Beech Forest
land-so had he (1\1r. Manifold)-and he
would like to ask the Premier if, in his
opinion, this land, or a considerable part
of the land to be served by this proposed
line, was equal to the la~d beyond the
present terminus of the Beech Forest line.
Mr. BENT.-The Moondarrasection is
equal, and if I might so term it, bette.r
laid out.
The Han. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
in that case he was perfectly satisfied that
the line would pay.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR asked the
Premier how he was going to deal with the
land on the other side of the railway, as
it was very precipitous? It was necessary
to get the produce from the hills to the
WeJe the Government
railway station.
going to throw the onus of making roads
on the councils,or were the Government going
to undertake the construction of roads? If
they were going to load the land to the
extent of 30s. an acre, what facilities were
they going to give the people who took up
the land to get their produce to the railway
stations?
Mr. BENT.-Sidings are very cheaply
made, and I purpose on the leading lines
of road to make tracks for the railway.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-At the expense
of the Government?

1010

Surplus

[COUNCIL.]

Mr. BENT.-At the expense of the Government, and included in the amount I
have already given.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN said he thought
the last question put to the Premier was
hardly justifiable, because the country was
not so steep or hilly.
It was very easy for
the first section of the line-that now under
consideration.
He had a knowledge of
that country since 1865.
Mr. BENT.-The first ten miles is not
hilly.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN said he feared
this would be an expensive railway to maintain, because messmate timber was being
used for sleepers. The life of that timber
could not be more than five or six years,
and the labour and expense of replacing it
would be very great. Ironbark, or redgum,
would last far longer. He did not think
the'fe would be any objection to the construction of the line, and he was indebted
to the Premier for the information he had
given. The country served would not be
limited to the part" described by the Premier, because the head of t.he Thompson
River would be just about there\ and there
were a lot of valuable river fiats outside
the area the honorable gentleman had described. He thought the line ,,,auld be entirely justified.
The Hon. E. MILLER remarked that
it could not be all Crown land right away
from lUoe to Walhalla. A rail wa y trust,
had, he presumed, been established. Had
they acquired the land all the way to Walhalla?
Mr. BENT.-The trust has complied with
every particular, and has got the sovereigns
to put down.
The Hon. E. MILLER asked if it was
proposed to open the line to the end of the
ten miles?
Mr. BENT.-Oh, yes.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE stated that
he had the honour, when Minister, of passing the Bill for the construction of this
line, through the House. This line was one
of the four experiments that the House decided, in the days of the late Sir Frederick
Sargood, to make, to test the value of the
narrow-gauge principle. This was the last
of those four. The 2ft. 6in.-gauge line at
Wangaratta was a very great success, and
it was onlv a ouestion of time before an extension w;s ~ade over the range from
Whitfield. There was an enormous forest
there, and that railway was one. of the successes of the day. In the Beech Forest the
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timber was the salvation of the narrowgauge line. The Department could not supply the trucks fast enough to get the timber
out. That line was paying in its very first
or second year. The Gembrook line, close
to the city, was also a success. The narrow-gauge experiment would be completed
by the construction of this line through some
of the worst mountainous country in Victoria-a country precipitous and most dangerous to travellers.
The first time he
travelled with Mr. Bent on the R:iilways
Standing Committee into that country he
was terrified at these precipitous places.
He quite agreed with Mr. Bent that the
forests were the inducement to-day to push
on with the narrow-gauge railways.
We
were finding out the value· of the forests,
and we were only on the fringes of them
It was reported at that time
yet.
by Mr. Rennick that rail's were very
high in price, but that he thought that
the time would come when their price
would fall, and, notwithstanding the evidence that was given yesterday that everything had gone up in price, Mr. Rennick's
prediction had come true, for the price of'
steel rails was coming down, and this railway would be able to get all the advantage
of cheap steel rails. He found from Mr.
Kernot that the rails for this ten iniles of
line were to be old rails which had been
pulled up from other lines, so that that element in the construction, probably worth
£4 or £5 a ton, was already secured for
the first ten miles. There was no doubt whatever that this railway, up to the ten miles,
was perfectly safe; but when 1t came to
climb the mountain, he was inclined to support putting down steel rails. A celebrated
engineer, Mr. Calthrop, stated in a recent
book that 3S-Itb. steel rails could now be
built to stand the 'veight of 50,000 tons a
year. If that was true, and there was no
. doubt it was, coming from such an undoubted authority, the whole problem of
mountain raJilwavs had been solved.
The Hon. D. "E. McBRYDE stated that
he had just heard that messmate sleepers
were going to be used. Now, he knew it was
true that five years was a reasonable limit to
place on the life of that class of sleeper.
The best sleepers it was possible to use
were made of ironbark, the life of which
was twenty-eight years. The life of jarrah
was twenty-six years. It would be a great
and most expensive mistake if messmate was
used.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES. - Messmate
sleepers were used on the Lilydale to War-
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burton line. You can get three of them to
about one of the others.
The H·on. D. E. McBRYDE said it would
be an expensive kind of saving to use messmate. He was interested with others in a railway, and to their cost they knew that they
had had to renew the sleepers at double the
price that they originally cost. If it was
possible to get ironbark, it ought to be
used. Messmate timber was the first that
white ants went for, and the result would
be that the sleepers would have to be renewed at an increased cost·
The Han. J. M. DAVIES' said he had
just been informed by Mr. Kernot that these
messmate sleepers would last for twelve or
fifteen years. It was much cheaper to put
them in than to pay the cost of red gum
sleepers, because the saving in the interest
more than made up for the shortness of
their life.
The Han. F. STUART stated that he
built ten and a half miles of tramway from
Cunninghame to Lake Tyers in connexion
with a saw-mill he had there. The
sleepers were made of the wood that the
line went through. That was about ten
or fifteen years ago, and they were just
as sound now.
The Han. W. L. BAILLIEU observed
that he felt the House was going to accept
the Walhalla railway, largely on the assurance of the Premier as to the value of the
land. He desired to draw attention to the
mining side of the question. Sir Henry
Cuthbert was a little bit astray in that matter. His figures were not quite right, and
his information was not complete.
The
owners of the once-famous Long Tunnel
mine, which they hoped would be famous
again, were spending something like
£50,000, of which some £36,000 had already been spent, to work the mine in a
modern way. That was good evidence that
the shareholders, who were contributing the
money month by month, believed that their
mine existed. £50,000 was a lot of money.
It was nearly half the cost of the construction of this railway. They set about this
work three years ago, employing the best
engineers that could be found in the country, and when the work was completed
they hoped to be in a position
to work the lower grade ores that
were left in the bottom levels, estimated at some 60,000 or 70,000 tons.
The improvements in the Extended mine
were such as to warrant the belief that
the Long Tunnel Company would get not
only the poorer ores, but also the richer
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ores. Under twelve months ago these shares
could have been got for 24S. or 25s., and
now they were worth £5 in consequence of
the developments that had taken place in
the deep levels of the Extended mine.
The Han. W. J. EVANs.-Not on account of the proposed railway?
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU.-Certainly not.
The man who believed that
knew nothing about it.
The Hon. W. J. EVANs.-I do.
The Han. W. L. BAILLIE U said then
the honorable member was a baby to think
so.
He knew better than that.
It was
due entirely to the development in Nos. 22,
23, and 24 levels in the Extended mine,
which had shown large bodies of are on the
south borders of the Long Tunnel mine,
worth anything from I, oz. to 2 ozs. per ton.
The man who deluded himself 'With the
belief that this railway was responsible for
the increase in the price of the shares was
all wrong.
The mines would haul a lot
of their timber just as cheaply by the~r own
tramways as they would by the railway,
and, therefore, it was quite clear that the
railway did not enhance the value of the
stock.
The mine people would not hand
over the tramways in consideration of the
construction of the railway, and they would
be very foolish if they did.
All the same
they were under great penalties in the
cost of timber and of labour. It was
the dearest mining camp in Australia, for
wages and. everything else were higher in
consequence of the excessive cost of carriage on everything brought there. He had
made these statements, knowing them to be
true.
The most substantial fact before
the Committee was that the shareholders
started out long before it was known that
any surplus revenue existed, and committed
themselves to an expenditure of £50,000,
of which about £36,000 had been already
spent.
The Han. W. J. EVANS observed that
it was, perhaps, quite correct that the
shareholders of the Long Tunnel launched
out on this developmental work before the
surplus revenue existed, but they knew that
this railway had been authorized by law,
and that it was to be built according to law
if the Premier's statement was to be accepted, for the Pr~mier had said that that
was one of the reasons why the railway
was to be gone on with. N a doubt it was
the law, but the conditions had altered
considerably since then.
The popula60n
had
gone
down
one-third.
I f the mining industry of Walhalla was in
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such a condition that this railway was to
be of such moment to it, then, in common
with the land-owners alongside the line
who were to be loaded to some extent, the
mine-owners also should be similarly
loaded to help to pay for the money of the
country that was going to be expended in
this rai.lway.
If it was right and proper
that the alienated land alongside, which
the owners probably had paid for, or partly
paid for, should be loaded for the purposes of this railway, when the railway
would contribute more to the prosperity of
the mining industry, then those interested
. in the mines were in duty bound to pay
their quota towards the expenaiture
equally with the land-owners.
The Premier had told the Committee that he would
not think of making this line if he did not
~nticipate that he would be able to sell
the Crown lands along the line, after loading them to the extent of 30s. per acre.
The Premier would find that he was all
wrong in thinking that he would be able
to get rid of the land after loading it 30s.
per acre.
The experience of the past in
connexion with lines that had been built
had been that those who were to benefit
were quite prepared to enter into all these
obligations, but when it came to paying the
piper, they were not prepared to do it. He
failed to see that this line had any more
likelihood of paying now with a population
decreased by one-third than it had at the
time the Railways Standing Committee
made their report.
At that time a deficiency of £715 a year was anticipated. If
there was one thing that the people of this
country had set their faces against more
than another, it was the making of nonpaying railways.
At present there were
about seventeen of them, and, whether he
stood alone or not, he would divide the
Committee on this proposal, in order to be
able to show in future which of the members of the Legislative Council were prepared to look at the question from the
proper point of view.
From the remarks
of some of the members of the Railways
Standing Committee who investigated the
matter, he was perfectly satisfied that there
was very much less prospect of the line
paying now than when their report was
written.
He was told by people' who lived
on the route to Walhalla that there was
no possibility of the line paying for axle
grease, and he would not put his name
to the passing of any line unless it would
not only pay for axle grease, but also pay
Some of this
a considerable amount more.
surplus was money that by right belonged
Ron. W. ,. Evans.
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to the railway men, and had been screwed
out of them.
(Laughter.)
Honorable
members might laugh, but that was a posiIf a part of this surplus were
tive fact.
tv go to the proper persons to whom
it belonged it would go into the
pockets of the workers on the railways, and
through them into the pockets of the tradespeople of this community.
While he felt
that way he was not justified in voting
for any line which was likely to increase
the deficit on the non-paying railways, and
likely to be one more added to the list.
Some of the members of the, Rail'ways
Standing Committee were in as good a
position to judge of the quality of the land
as those who had gone over it once or twice,
or those who were particularly inteTested in
it.
I t might be quite correct that this
line might pay for the first ten miles, but
if Parliament committed itself to. construct
it that far, it would be in duty bound to
carry it to the end, especially as the trust
had collected the necessary money, and
would see that they got the value of their
If this railway was authorized
money.
by law, and the Government could carry
it out without coming to Parliament, where
was the necessity for this item at all?
• An HONORABLE MEMBER.-To vote the
money.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said that consequently, although the line was law, th.e
Government were powerless to construct It
until the money was voted.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-We could enter
into a contract, and incur the liability, and
then tell Parliament that the money was
expended, and Parliament would have to
provide it.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said he understood that expense had been already incurred in constructing this line. Had the
Premier any intention of loading the Walhalla mine.s that were going to be benefited by this rail way?
Mr. BENT.-I think the miners have
enough to do.
I do not intend to load
them at all.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said he ,vas not
referring to the miners.
He had no doubt
that the mineTs themselves had plenty to do,
and little enough for it. He was referring to
the shareholders who had obtained such large
dividends from the Long Tunnel.
Were
they not in a position to do something to
assist in the making of this railway?
Mr. BENT.-I will catch them on the income tax.
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The Hon. W. J. EVANS said he understood that the income tax was going to
be reduced.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-The.y are putting £50,000 into the mine.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said that he
realized that he was speaking to a Committee that had already made up its mind
to pass this railway, whereas only the
night before last the same Committee was
of the almost unanimous opinion that the
line should not be built. He could not understand for the life of him how this
change had been brought about, because
the same information as had been given
by the Premier to-night was read to the
Committee before by the Attorney-General.
The explanation must be the magnetism or
the peculiar influence that the Premier exercised over the Council. He looked upon it
as a very astute move indeed on the part
of the Attorney-General to bring the Premier here, if he could magnetize the Council in this wav. The Premier had stated
that his stater1'1ents were confirmed by his
officers. Mr. Kernot was one of those officers. I f their estimates were no better in
regard to this line than in regard to other
lines, and particularly in regard to the
Flinders-street station, he failed to see how
they were any good.
:Mr. BENT.-The Railways Standing
Committee are in this.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said tha't the
other night Mr. Melville took up the position that this was an experiment, and he
interjected that it was too expensive an experiment to the country. He was still of
that opinion. There was no comparison between this line and the Whitfield line.
People in Wangaratta would tell honorable
members to-day that it was one of the
biggest mistakes out to make that line a
narrow gauge.
The Hon. A. O. SACHsE.-They will not
tell you that :in 'Vangaratta.
The CHAIRMAN.-Will the honorable
gentleman kindly refrain from interruption?
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said that if this
line was to be built as an experiment, honorable members should know it. I t was put
forward in this Bill, not as an experiment,
but as a railway which was going to do an
immense amount of good, and to be reproductive. That was as far as the ten miles
were concerned, but the Premier had also
said that somewhere about twenty miles of
it depended entirely on the mining industry,
according to Mr. Kernot's statement. There-
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fore it must be going to be built for the
mmmg industry to that extent, any way.
The line was to be twenty-six and a half
miles long, and consequently, roughly speaking, two-thirds of it was being built for
the mining industry. If that were so, it
was nothing more nor less than a firewood
railway for the sake of the Walhalla mines.
I f the mines shut up their tramways, and
gave all their traffic to the railway as soon
as it was built, there might be something in
it. The Railways Standing Committee
were evidently of that opinion when the
line was considered, because several of its
members wished to carry an amendment to
provide that the tramwavs should be closed.
As things were now, by-and-by, when this
railway was made, the trams would
be running in competition with it.
A great deal had been said about the large
amount of timber there.
If the line was
being built for timber traffic, a narrow
gauge was not the system for that. There
would be sawn timber to be sent to the ~ity.
and that would have to be transhipped. If
those transhipment charges had to be paid,
how was this timber going to compete with
that from 'Varburton and such places? He
had intended to move the omission of this
item, in order to include the Strathmerton
to Tocumwal line, but he was very glad
to see that that line was going to be made,
for the Premier had alreadv found
£19,000 in his stocking for the"' purpose.
One ad vantage that had come from this
discussion was that it had furthered the
p!Ospects of the Strathmelton to Tocumwal line, which would pay. If he could
onl v think that this Walhalla line would
pay as well he would be most happy to support it.
.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR remarked
that since this line was passed by the Railways Standing Committee and sanctioned
bv both Houses of Parliament, a considerable amount of searchlight had been cast
on the workings of the Railway Department. No other State Department had been
subjected to so much close attention and
investigation. The general impression of this
community was that Parliament was not to
sanction any more non-paying railways. In
fact, that was the distinct feeling.
IHonorable members knew that the loss incurred
on the non-paying lines had entailed hardships, not only upon the employes, but upon
the whole State.
Those railways woulJ
not pav, because the country through which
thev passed was not reproductive. There
had been a good deal of investiga-
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tion into and discussion on this line.
The expert evidence given by tht!
Premier,
he
knew,
weighed
very
consirlerablv with
honorable members.
After liste"ning to the honorable gentleman's remarks to-night, he was convinced
that the country which this line would
traverse would not produce any article
which could not be produced at greater
advantage in other parts of the State. He
had not heard the Premier refer to Mr.
Melville's pet subject, the growing of flax,
and he did not know whether they could
grow flax on these hills.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-You can grow
It is £39 a ton in
flax everywhere.
England.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR said that
that was an important point, but after
listening to the Premier's arguments, it
seemed that no article could be produced
along this line that could not be prciQuced
at \ess cost, or at greater advantage, within
The line
twenty miles of Melbourne.
would go through precipitous country, and
would be most expensive to work.
It
would be necessary to construct tramways
and roads, at considerable expense, in
order to get the produce to the railway
stations, and from there further expense
would have to be incurred in getting the
produce to Melbourne. He wished to be
throughly convinced that there was a reasonable prospect of the returns from the line
paying the interest, at any rate.
What
returns were they going to get?
What
traffic would there be? In regard to the
passenger traffic between Walhalla and
Melbourne, or Walhalla and Moe, was
there any reasonable prospect that the
traffic returns would come within reasonable
distance of paying expenses? It would
seem that there was a limited popUlation
there, and a population that did not travel.
They found that miners were not disposed
to travel, because theY' had not the means.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-They do
travel.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR said that he
would like to know to what extent. The
average pay of the miner was £2 2S. or'
£2 5S. a week, and if a man had to keep a
family in an expensive place, like Walhalla, how was he to save sufficient money
to take a trip to Melbourne once a year?
It seemed that the r.ailway would not pay
for the axle grease from the number of
passengers it would carry.
As to the
carriage of mining timber, and of produce,
there might be some returns jn that direc-
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tion. If there was a reasonable prospect
of any country line paying interest, then
he thought it would be the duty of Parliament to construct it, and give every
facility for people to settle on the land.
The HOIL A. O. SAcHsE.-This country
has produced 5 tons of gold.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR said that he
was not in any way undervaluing the great
factor that Walhalla had been in the gol j
yield of the Stat~, but he did not think
they should go to the expense of £129,000
in opening up one mine.
That mine had
produced all these dividends in the past
without a railway, but if it could be demonstrattd by the Premier that there was i:1
reasonabl.e prospect of the traffic paying,
at any rate, the interest on the outlay, then
he thought it ought to be fairly considered.
Sir HE.NRY CUTHBERT.-And working expenses.
The Hon. 'V. H. EDGAR said that he
meant also working expen::ies. At present
the Railways Commissioners were talking
about closing up a line within a few miles
of the city of Melbourne, because it would
not pay working expenses.
The only
cautious step on the part of the Government that he saw in the whole proceeding,
was that the Premier was willing to have
the first ten miles constructed, and that before the balance of the sixteen miles was
taken in hand, the matter was to be referred to the Railways Standing CommitHe understood the Pretee for report.
mier to indicate that that was so.
Well,
under those circumstances, he felt it was
his duty to suppart the first ten miles, but
if it were proposed to carry the line on to
Walhalla, he would regard. it as his duty, in
the interests of the State and the Railwav
Department, not to proceed with the work,
becau~e the returns from the traffic would
not be in any way commensurate with the
outlay of capital.
It was a wise provision that the first ten miles onlv of the
line should be constructed, and"' that the
question of an extension should, if it was
proposed, be referred to the Railways
Standing Committee, and then come before both Houses of Parliament for their
sanction, before the extension was gone on
with.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-We had better
adjourn.
The Han. J. G. AIKMAN movedThat progress be now reported.

He said that this was a most important
matter, and he would like to look up in·
formation in regard to it.
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The Hon. J. 1\'1. DAVIES said that he
thought they had better continue business.
They had been three days upon the schedule, and out of 70 items had got through
one.
He would have to ask them to sit
the next day, if they could not get through
this business.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT remarked
that there were a number of honorable members who wished to speak on this subject~
~nd they had not yet had an opportunity of
doing so. It was of importance, in the best
ictercsts of the country, that they should
kno,.w whether this money was going to
b~ judiciously expended on productive
works or not. So far as this expenditure
of £I29,000 was concerned, he did not
intend to deal with that just now, but he
would on another occasion, if the adjournment were granted. When honorable members were no~ tired after a long sitting, he
would be able to show that it would be
unwise if they gave their sanction to tne
expenditure of this money, and that in
future years they would very much regret
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opportunity of reading that up, and of
coming on Tuesday pr.epared to consider
this matter in a proper way.
The Hon. W. H. E'MBLIKG said that
he begged to support the motion for reporting progress. He did so for many reasons.
Some honorable members who took a great
interest in this Bill were not present tonight. Honorable members on both sides
of this question were absent. One of them
tried to pair, but could not get a pair, and
would like to be present .to vote. If they
ad journedt the discussion till Tuesday they
would come to a very much better decision
than if they went on to-night. As Sir
Henry Cuthbert had stated, they had heard
a great deal of new matter that should 'be
considered. He (Dr. Embling) Knew nothing about the Walhalla district, and,
knowing nothing about the railway, would
perhaps vote against it, but statements had
been made by the Premier that were reallv
startling, and he now felt that there was
paradise that he was not previously aware of.
He wanted to see the Premier's statement
in print, for they were like the statements
it.
, The Hon. J. 1\1. DAVIES.-I would ask ~ade to honorable members the previous
the Chairman if the honorable member is mght, ~nd co~ld not ~e followed until they
He wanted to have
were m prmt.
speaking to the adjournment?
~he pleasure of going through all the glowSir 'HENRY CUTHBERT said that he mg statements made by the Premier
He which he believed were correct, after the~
was speaking to the adjournment.
thought it wou~d be unwise on the part of were :in print, and to see whether, in the
the House, after the long sitting, to con- cold light of day, they would have the
tinue their consideration of this question. same effect upon him. The honorable genThe House generally ad journed at ten tleman told them that Walhalla was a parao'clock. It was very early in the session. dise.
They had dealt with item 5, and were now
The Hon. T. M. DAVIES.-Is this fair in .
dealing with item 6, and these were the speaking to tl;e adjournment?
t,,·o most important items in the sched.ule.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-I am going
One of the items was already passed, and
if they adjourned the matter until Tttes- to force the question.
The CHAIRMAN .-1 will ask the honday the discussion with regard. to this item
would not probably last more than two orable gentleman to keep to the question.
hours.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said that it
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I£ honorable was most unusual for the Government to try
members take so long over the aa journment to force a decis1ion at this time of the night,
they will use up all the time.
when so many honorable members desired
He did not think that
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that an adjournment.
n?thin~ would be gained by prolonging this during the last twelve years they had ever
dIScussIon, and he would ask the 'Attorney- known a Government do this.
General to let them have an opportunity of
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-How many
discussing it on Tuesday.
times have you said that, I wonder?
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said he did
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-It was disnot think he had ever said it before. He
cussed for some hours the otner night.
Sir HENRY CDTHBERT said that to- would ask the Attornev-General to look
night for the first time they had had the through II ansard and see if he could find
pleasure of hearing the Premier, who had that he had ever said that before.
The eRA lRMAN .-Will the honorable
'given them a great deal of information.
Honorable members wanted to have an member speak to the question?

a
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The Hon. 'V. H. EMBLING said that
he was speaking to the question. He did
not think that jt had ever happened in this
House befort~ that the Government had
pressed a division at this time of night.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-It is not a question of a division, but of going on with the
debate.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said that
if the honorable member wished to continue
the debate he was perfect}y willing to go on.
The Hon. E. NLILLEI~..said that he could
understand the honorable member's attitude
if they were going to meet to-morrow; but
they were bound hand and foot to this Bill.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-No, we are not.
The Hon. E. MILLER said that four
years ago-it was unfortunate there was no
time limit-- this line was authorized by Act
of Parliament. What was the use of adjourning? The honorable member said that
he wanted to get more information.
If
they adjourned, the probability was that
they would forget all about what they had
heard, and would know less about the question than at present.
The Committee divided on the question
that progress be reportedAyes
8
Noes
17
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not an expensive one to construct.
That line passed through much better
land than the line under consideration
would open up, for the Walhalla
line was to be constructed to the foot of
the mountains. As to the land on either
side of the line he could not speak, but
as to the land to the north of the line, he
had some experience of it in his young days,
and it was hopeless, with land like that,
to expect the line to pay. He was convinced, considering the popUlation in that
part of the country, that the line would
hardly pay for grease for the wheels. F\onorable members had heard a lot about the
timber, and possibly the timber might be
very good, but he doubted whether it was
as good as made out. At present the railways were paying, but it was oy curtailing
the mileage, and possibly by some of the
daily employes being paid for five days a
week instead of for full time. Of course
every person in the community should take
his fair share of the deficiency. Even the
farmers had had to pay increased freights
on wheat, and justly so, if the railways were
not paying. Under all the circumstances,
the present was not the time when they
should incur the expense of constructing new
lines, and especially of a line which would
noti be a paying one, except possibly as to
the first ten miles. Although there was a
surplus of -':500,000, honorable members
~lajority against reporting progress 9
~hould proceed very sldw I y in anything
AYES.
that looked like extravagant expenditure.
Mr. Melville.
Mr. Aikman,
He did not like to appear as a pessimist,
" Rvans,
but he thought that at the end of the curTellers.
" Harwood,
rent year they would not have a surplus.
Sir Henry Cuthbert,
" Little.
Dr. Embling.
One swallow did not make summer. Last
" McLellan,
year the crops were very heavy, but they
NOES.
did not pay the people who grew them,
Mr. Pitt,
Mr. Balfour,
although the railways made a profit out of
" Pratt,
" Brown,
the freights in transporting the crops to
" Rees,
" Crooke,
" Sachse,
" Cussen,
the seaboard. Numbers of farmers grew
Davies,
" Sternberg,
oats. and received under IS. a bushel, and,
Stuart.
" Edgar,
after paying for horse-feed and the high
'J ellers.
" Manifold,
price of s'2ed, they had nothing left for
Mr. Baillieu,
" McBryde,
" MIller.
" Pearson,
themselves. As for hay, one could buy it
The Hon. W. LITTLE stated that he for 30S. a ton. In his neighbourhood they
had always preached economy in connexion did not ask a man how much a bushel he
with the affairs of the country, and he had wanted for oats, but what was his price
endeavouring to practise it. He had had a per ton, and oats had beeIJ. sold at
He did not think that
good deal of experience in connexion with £2 I5s. a ton.
He knew one line, that the next season would be such a prosperous
countrv lines.
from Yarrawonga to Benalla, which was one as the last.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Prices will go
some forty miles in length, and cost about
£3,000 a- mile. It passed through good up then.
The Hon. W. LITTLE said that when
land, where wheat was grown on areas of
200, 300, to 500 acres. The country was the country over-produced in a normal year
fairl y well .populated, and the line was it \vas Mark~lane that fixed the price of our
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~roduce, and no matter what over-productIOn there was, we got that price, and no
more. The crops throughout the, North-Eastern District were all in a backward condition. In his district they had two months'
leeway to be made up in about three months,
or between now and harvest time, and that
gave rise to a fear in his mind that we
should not have half the grain that there
was last season. He would warn honorable members to be very cautious before
committing themselves to the construction of
this line, which would probably cost
£160,000 before it was finished. From the
examination of the gentlemen who had attended the House the previous evening honorable members knew what reliance to place
on estimates, for in some instances they
found that the expenditure was trebled.
They should, therefore, be very cautious
as to what estimates they accepted.
He
understood the Premier to say that he would
be quite satisfied with the first ten miles
and that. t~e balance might remain in abey~
ance untIl It came before Parliament. But
he did not think of supporting the line at
all. He was returned as a reformer, with
the duty of studying economy, which he
always practised in his own business and
he desired to do in public business ~s he
would do in his private affairs.

, The Han. J. G. AIKMAN said he
desir~d .to ask .the Premier to give
certam mformatlOn, but he noticed
the honorable gentleman was not
present.

had
him
that
now

The Han. J. BALFouR.-He cannot be
here all night.
The Hon. J. G. AIKMAN said that it
was much against their will that they had
to stay there. He himself was suffering
from a sore throat, and found it inconvenient to speak. As a young member he
had hitherto not troubled the House a
great deal. Honorable members could not
ge.t r~d of the fact that if they agreed to
thIS l~ne they would be saddling the country 'Ylth a non-paying railway, because, accordmg to what Sir Henry Cuthbert had
read to them, this line would result in a
loss of £715 a year. A reformed P arliament should not be asked to do that. They
had also to remember that there was now
a smaller popUlation at Walhalla than when
the line was originally authorized.
One
honorable member had stated, as a reason
why they should make this railway, that the
Long Tunnel had lost the gold, and had
spent £36,000 in trying to find it.
Session 1904.-[3iJ
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The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU.-That is not
true, and I did not say that.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-That is not
par liamentary.
The Han. W. L. BAILLIEU.-I did not
say that the honorable member's own statement was not true.
The Han. J. G. AIKMAN said the statement certainly was made about the £36,000"
and he believed that Mr. Pearson said that
£50,000 was gJing to be spent. He would
ask honorable members whether, as busi·
ness men, they should spend the country's
money on a project which would result in
such a loss. The Railways Commissioners
were closing lines now because they
were non - paying j and ~vhat guarantee was there that this line, when
constructed, would not
be
closed?
The Premier said he was going to load the
land to the extent of 30S. an acre, but
what guarantee would the settlers have that
the Commissioners would run trains on
this line when it was constructed? Honorable members would subsequently be told,
if they agreed to the expenditure of
£30,000 on the construction of ten miles
of this railway, that the line Inust be completed, so that they were practically asked
to vote not merely £30,000 but £129,000 of
public money, well knowing that the line
would not pay.
They were aware how
members of the Railways Standing Committee were taken all over the country,
feted at banquets, and driven about in a
most lordl y sty Ie.
The Han. D. MELVILLE remarked that
that statement would go into Hansard and'
into the press, .and would be regarded by
people outside as seriously meant.
Of
course, honorable members knew that the
honorable member was only joking.
It
would be as well for him (Mr. Melville)
to explain, however, that nothing of the
kind described by the honorable member
actually occurred.
The Railways Standing Committee travelled the country at the
expense of the State, but wherever they
went they accepted no entertainment, not
even lunch, and when they got into the
bus.h where there were no hotels they were
oblIged to camp out.
He hoped it would
not be assumed by anybody that their trips
were pleasure trips.
. An Ho~oRABLE ~·fEMBER.-He is chargmg you WIth acceptmg bribes. You should
make him withdraw.
The Han. D. MELVILLE said he
would not ask the Chairman to call On the
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honorable member to withdraw a statement to mining than himself.
He had spent his
which was only ~ repetition of what some own money in the development of mines,
but he would never think of asking the GDfoolish people outside .had said.
The Han. J. G. AIKMAN said he did vernment to take, steps for the construcnot want to charge Mr. Melville with any- tion of a line of railway to a gold-field bething in that way, but honorable members fore the field was proved to be payable.
knew that when members of the Railwavs . 'Vhat evidence had this Committee that the
Standing Committee visited a district, tlle gold had not run out at the, Long Tunnel
people did all they could to make a good mine, and what guarantee had thev tflat
impression on them. The people came out the land along the line would be taken up
in their very best style. He did not say with the loading of 30s. per acre?
None
that the members of the Standing Commit- wha't:ever.
.fThe people, who were now
tee were feted at banquets to such an ex- buying the land were mere 1y speculators,
tent that they did not know what they were who were taking it up on the chance of
doing.
this railway being made.
If they knew
The Hon. J. BALFouR.-Mr. Melville is the land was to be loaded to the extent of
a teetotaller.
30s. an acre, would they think of taking
The Hon. J. STERNBERG said he rose it up?
Thousands would withdraw their
to a point of order.
:Mr. :Melville had applications.
Again, what guarantee was
drawn attention to the fact that the mem-· there that the Commissioners would run
bers of the Railways Standing Committee. trains on this line, seeing that there were
were not banqueted and feted, but the hon- far better railway lines on which the Comorable member was still proceeding in the missioners would not run trains.
Sevexal
same strain.
honorable members had asked him not to
The CHAIRMAN.-I understood the support this proposal, and although they
honorable member was not referring to Mr. did not say it was. a job, that was evidently
Melville, but merely said that the people their opinion.
Honorable members had
do so-and-so. when men from whom they s~t continuously for three days, and ',it
have anything to gain, visit their district.
would be reasonable, to postpone this quesThe Hon. J. G. AIKMAN expressed the tion until Tuesday next.
He could not
opinion that it would be a reasonable thing be satisfied that everything was right, and
to report progress.
that this money would be spent in the best
The Han. J. M. DAVIEs.--It is a very interests of the country. He ,,,anted to see
unreasonable thing for a member to attempt Victoria go ahead, men seMled on the
to stone-wall.
land, and
people found employment,
The Hon. J. G. AIKMAN said he did and he would be delighted to support this
not know the meaning of that term. This line, if possible. But were they justified
in constructing ten miles of this rail way
was the first time he had spoken in the
Chamber, and he did not come there with on the bare statement that some of the
the intention of stone-walling. He wanted land along there would yield timber, see.
ing that they could get better timber nearer
to act 111 the best interests of the country. home? The timber of that district would
Honorable members had spent the last three
da ys in going over a matter that should cost as much for hand] ing as it was worth,
never have come before them, because it and perhaps more. Honorable members
had been shown ·that the information ob- should pause, and take until Tuesday to
tained by the Railways Standing Commit- cons~der the matter. They would do a
did not say wrong thing to the country if they saddled
tee was entirely wrong.
h
. it with another non-paying line, and in
t at he was going to vote against this Bill this case there was no evidence that the
at all, but they had been told that this
line would involve a loss of £7 I 5 a year.
line would ever be made to pay.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-That is on the
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that, a3
~whole line:
there seemed to be a determined effort to
The Han. J. G. AIKMAN said there preveht the Government getting this matter
were 1,000 more people in Walhalla when through to-night-and he was sorry to see
this line was authorized and the Long Tun- it-he begged to movenel mine was paying, ,,·he.reas since then the
That progress be reported.
~ompany had spent about £35,000 in sinkHe must express his great surprise at the
1l1g the shaft to find the lode at a greater action of some honorable members who
depth, and they were going to spend had spoken before. Sir Henry Cuthbert had
£5°,000.
Now there was no gre.ater friend moved that this item should be struck out,
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and used all the arguments about it on a
former occasion. He (,Mr. Davies) was
not now referring to Mr. Aikman.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-My amendment
never came before the Chair.
The Hon. J. 1\1. DAVIE S said h~ was
surprised at those honorable members talking against time.
Last week honorable
members blamed him for not asking the
House to meet on Thursday, but what
work had they done this week?
They
had sat three solid days, ~nd passed one
item.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT remarked
that it was in no unfriendly spirit that
he, and those who voted with' him, had
taken the action they did on this question.
All they wanted was further information, and when that was given he
did not think the Attorney-General would
regret having acceded to their wish that
the usual adjournment should be granted.
The motion was agreed to, and progress
was reported.
THUR$DAY SITTING.
The Hon . .J. M. DAVIES stated that,
in order to prevent misconception, he desired to state that he was under the necessity of asking honorable members to meet
on Thursday of next week.
The House adjourned at a quarter to
eleven o'clock until Tuesday, August 23.

LEGISLA.TIVE A.SSEMBL¥.
Thursday, August 18, 1904.

The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
LAW OF EVIDENCE AMENDMENT
BILL.
Mr. MACKEY moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend the law of evidence.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
PETITIONS.
Petitions praying that the Assembly
would give effect to the expressed wish of
the electors, in reference to Scripture lessons in State schools, and that a complete
analysis be made and published of the voting
at the referendum on the introduction of
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Scripture lessons into State schools, were
presented by Mr. McBRIDE; from residents
of Marnoo; by Mr. DOWNWARD, from residents
of
Jeetho and Korumburra
South; by Mr., KEOGH from residents of
Toongabbie, Cowwarr, and Heyfield; and
by Mr. THOMSON (in the absence of Mr.
Irvine), from residents of Horsham.
Mr. BEARD stated that he desireu to
present a petition from Christopher Sparling, of Northcote, praving that the House
would afford him such assistance as it mjght
think fit, to enable him to secure financial
assistance-The SPEAKER.-Any petition which
requests a grant of money from the House
is out of order. I do not desire 10 check
the honorable member if the petition is ~rl
order; but if there is a demand, or request,
in the petition for money, it will Le nut
of order. The honorable member may explain, if I have misunderstood thi! effect
of the petition.
l\.fr.BEARD stated that the wording of the
. petition was in the direction of getting the
assistance of the House to enable the petitioner to secure financial assistance outside
from other persons, and not from the House
or from Parliament at all.
The SPEAKER.-If the honorable
member will submit the petition to the
Clerk now, he will be able to present it
to-morrow, if it is in order.
MINES ACTS FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
The House went into Committee for the
further consideration of this Bill.
Discussion was resumed on Clause I4 (see
p3.ge 892), on sub-clause (4) of which Mr.
Anstey had moved an amendment to omit
the words "for any' period not exceeding
six months," and insert "the whole period
during the currency of the lease for which
exemptions shall be granted, be such leases
held under money or labour covenants, shall
not exceed two years."
Mr. :McLEOD said he must ask the Committee to oppose this amendment. If such
a provision had been in operation, its effect
would have been to shut up several of our
most successful mines. He had picked up
two instances hurriedly this afternoon from
the Secretary for Mines. The Leviathan
Gold Mines Company, Maryborough, had
had over two years' suspensions in various
The last
terms. It was now on gold.
quarter's yield was 2,834 oz., and it employed 170 men.
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Mr. OUTTRIM.-I know something about
the Leviathan. You have made a bald
statement that this would shut it up. Will
you explain how it would?
Mr. McLEOD said that this company had
had over two years' suspensions, and it
would have been shut up if it had been
limited to a total of two years in suspensions.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Would that company
have suspended for those two years if this
la w had been in force?
Mr. J\kLEOD said that the company
had had suspensions for over two years to
The Great
enable it to carry on.
Southern Gold Mini~g Company, Chiltern,
had had over two years' suspensions in variIt was now on gold.
The
ous terms.
last quarter's yield was 4,03IOZ. 9dwt.,
and it was employing 270 men. He
did not mean that those companies were
going to shut up, but had this proposed
amendment been in force they would have
been shut up, because they had had to have
over two years' suspensions from various
causes to enable them to get on to gold.
Mr. ANSTEY stated that, when the Bill
was last. before the Committee, honorable
members were led to understand that the
total amount of suspensions would be
limited. He understood that it must not
exceed two vears.
IHr. McLEoD.-That is in sub-clause (2)
dealing with the money covenant.
Mr. ANSTEY said that the suspensions
were limited to two years under the money
covenant, but there could be. unlimited
suspensions under the labour covenants, so
that under either one or the other no work
The Minister had
need be done at all.
'itated that two mines would have been
closed down if the two years' limitation
had been in operation, but, on the contrary, it meant that if there had been a limitat ion to two years, those companies would
have gone to work earlier than they did.
Under the Bill, as the Committee were
now asked to accept it, it was in the power
of the Minister to give fifteen years' exemptionG out of the whole fifteen years'
period of a lease, and the Bill, while
professing to limit the period of exemptions,
really made no limitation whatever.
Mr. MACKINNON remarked that there
seemed to be some misapprehension about
this clause, which was an extremely badlydrafted one. Sub-clause (2) related to one
set of circumstances, and in regard to that
exemptions limited to two years were allowed, according to toe way in which the
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sub-clause was amended by the Minister
the other night. Sub-clause (4) related to
a different set of matters altogether, and
the honorable member for Brunswick sought
to have the total exemptions under it limited
to two years also.
He had never -been
able to satisfy himself that it could be a
satisfactory thing for people to limit themsel ves to two years as the total possible
That seemed to him to be
exemption.
simply inviting failure at the end of 'two
years.
He was going to express certain
views with regard to the clause when the
Committee came to discuss the clause as a
who~e, because some of the arguments he
had heard here did not altogether fit in with
what he had been able to ascertain was the
true business position in regard to the
troubles which were alleged to arise in other
countries before people who put their
If the Commoney into these ventures.
mittee accepted the limitation of the exemptions in sub-clause (2), it followed that
there should be a similar limitation in
The proposal of the honsut-clause (4).
orable member for Brunswick seemed to
If the
him t'O be a sound enough one.
Minister was prepared to accept a limitation of two years in sub-clause (2), he could
not see why there should not be a similar
The whole
limitation in sub-clause (4).
scheme, it seemed to him, was to provide
for a number of cases which were specified,
and it seemed to be thought that a business
man or his legal adviser would be more inclined to accept this improved security
-if it might be said to be impr9ved
security - because
a
number of circumstances were set out.
It seemed that this scheme involved the
proposition that, after two years, the lease
should be absolutely forfeited, for there
'Would be no power to grant any exemptions
after two years, and it would rather militate against the success of the scheme to
induce people to come into ventures of this
kind.
Mr. McLEoD.-The two years' limitation merely applies to the time-not more
than two years granted while carrying on
under the money covenants.
Mr. MACKINNON said that it seemed
to be limited in the one case, and if they
accepted the principle in connexion with
one, they would have to accept it in the
case of the other.
Mr. OUTTRIM remarked that he
thought the Minister of Mines was wrong
in saying that the Leviathan lease had not
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been worked continuously since the company was floated.
The company might
be holding a lease outside the Leviathan
claim.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-It has not
complied with the conditions, and had to
get a suspension for that.
Mr. OUTTRIM said that that was
probabl y granted for outside leases.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOcK.-For this
lease.
Mr. OL'TTRIM said he would like to
know who objected to that. The honorable member, who moved the amendment,
did not object.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-It would stop
it.
Mr. OUTTRIM said that the honorable
member's objection was that it would enable
the company to stop for absolutely two
years, but the honorable member did not
object to the suspension while active work
was going on.
He (Mr. Outtrim) did not
want any misapprehension in regard to a
mine in his district, and he could assure
the Committee tho.t this English company
were employing as many me~ as they pos·
sibly could, and had complIed, as far as
the v could, with the labour covenants. He
did' not believe that the honorable member
desired that a company which had struggled to do everything they possibly co~ld
to carry out the covenants should be cnppled in any way.
The Minister's proposal
was that, in connexion with the money
covenants, the time should not exceed two
Surelv the Minister did not want
vears.
to cripple mir~jng, and if that principl~
was right in one case, it was right in the
He had simply risen to say that
other.
it would lead to some misapprehension if it
went forth that the Leviathan Company
had an absolute suspension of tht labour
covenants for two years.
The company
might have a suspension for outside
leases, but the :Minister of Mines would
agree that that company had spent a large
amount of money and had been working
continuously.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK stated
that he thought both the Minister and the
honorable member for Maryborough were
He himself did not know anycorrect.
thing about the Leviathan lease, except that
there was such a mine, and that he was acquainted with the managing director, who
was formerly in his own constituency. But
the position was as stated by the honorable
member for Ballarat East, the last time
they were discussing this matter.
When

A rnendrnent Eill.

1021

the lease was drawn up the lessee was required to employ a certain number of persons, according to the area of the lease.
The Leviathan Company, when sinking the
shaft and putting in the drives, was not
complying with the terms of the lease, because it was not possible to do so.
Any
one who knew anything about the English
companies was aware that they were most
particular to secure themselves against the
pO,ssibility of their lease being forfeited.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Sub-cIause (3), as drawn
up by the Minister, makes the limitation
two years. \'\That is the objection to mine?
Mr. McGREGOR.-Under certain conditions.
S~r ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that what he wanted to show was that the
statements of both the Minister and the honorable member for Maryborough might be
correct, and that ever since that company
started it had been spending all it had been
possible to spend, but that during that time
it had been unable to comply with the covenants, for the reason that it -was sinking the
shaft.
English companies were scared at
the possibility of forfeiture, and never felt
safe unless they had a document from the
Minister granting them an exemption. He
(Sir Alexander Peacock) was connected with
a company, the Duke United, which employed an immense number of men j but
every quarter it had to apply for a suspension, because the people were frightened
that the lease might be taken away from
them unless they had a paper to show that
the exemption had been granted.
Every
one here, of course, knew that if somebody
put down £5, and applied to the Warden
for forfeiture, the application would be rejected j but still there was the f.ear of fo:feiture. After a long and vaned expenence, he could say that it would not do for
Parliament to put down 'in black and white
in an Act of Par liament the terms
and conditions under which mmmg
areas were to be held, and whether the
exemption was to be for twelve months or
two years, because the conditions at the different mines were so dissimilar with regard
to the water difficulty, and in regard to
opening up the country, whether quartz or
He agreed with the honorable
alluvial.
member for Brunswick in that. He had in
his mind's eye the case quoted by the honorable member for Grenville, where for
twenty years the company had been getting
their drives in, and had so far obtained but
very little gold. They had been flooded
out again and again. If a company was
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tied down to a condition that it would only
have a two years' exemption during fifteen
years, then,' by tl)e operation of the Act,
that lease would be forfeited. The honorable member would see that that would be
unworkable. He had intended to raise that
point, although the conditions were somewhat dissimilar, with regard to sub-clause
(3) j but with regard to the amendment submitted by the honorable member for Brunswick, he was sure its effect would be that
half the big companies would be closed up.
Mr. GAUNsON.-Are you going for the
amendment?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that he believed the only way was to work
on broad lines, so that the :Minister of the
day, on the advice of his officers, might
take the full responsibility. The Minister
would be liable to be charged, as he had
been in this House, and with that safety
valve, the public, whether the mine-owner
or the miner, would be protected. But to
limit the time by an Act of Parliament
would certainly not help the working man,
and would drive numbers of people clean
out 9f the industry altogether.
l\1r. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) remarked
that he was as strongly opposed to the
continual granting of exemptions as any
honorable member, b~t he must oppose the
incorporation of the amendment proposed
by the honorable member for Brunswick,
because there were exceptional circumstances in which such a provision would
tie the hands of the Minister.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Will you put in a limitation at all?
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens) saiCi that
he would not, and he was sorry that the
Chairman could not speak on this subject
from the floor of the chamber, becausE! that
honorable gentleman could give facts bearing on this much more strongly than he
could. In regard to the Bethanga goldfields, if such a proposal as this had been
in the existing Act, that country would
never have been developed.
The late
J. A. Wallace, than whom no one had done
more for mining in Victoria, sunk tens and
tens of thousands of pounds in trying to
work successfully the refractory ores in
that locality... and he \vas instrumental in
obtaining investors in this State and abroad
I f he had not been
for that purpose.
granted ample opportunity to work out the
successful treatment of those ores, the Bethanga gold-fields would not have been in
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operation to-day.
Mr. Wallace was successful, after a long period, and it was now
one of the most active mines in his district, and was employing a large number of·
hands. If they had had a provision
such as that now Propose9 by the honorable member for Brunswick incorporated in
the Act the Minister's hands would have
been tied, and he would not have. been able
to deal with tb;e exceptional conditions exist- .
And
ing with regard to that company.
what applied to ttl at company applied to
the whole auriferous areas of the. State.
The district which the honorable member
for Benambra represented had ores of a'
highly refractory character, and many thousands of pounds had to be. spent lin order
to treat them, and if rigid lines were laid
down, no on e would be got to take up
those areas.
Mr. McGRATH stated that r;e quite
understood the position, as put by the
The
honorable. member for Allandale.
honorable member quoted an instance as'
showing that there were now ample powers
for suspension under the Act as it existed.
He (Mr. McGrath) and others contended
that not as much security would be given
to the British capitalists by tr~is clause as
Take the case
the v had had hitherto.
of the Spring Hill and Central Leads.
For about fifteen years the.y had been unable to comply with the labour covenants.
They were now providing that they should
onl y have two years' suspension.
That
would discourage the British capitalist from,
coming here.
He recognised that if they
carried the amendment, as proposed by the
honorable member for Brunswick, it would
be'injurious to the mining industry, but there
should be some limitation as to the extent
of the exemptions to be granted, and some
good reason must be given to justify the
IHe would,
granting of an exemption.
suggest that the. honorable member add
words to his amendment to provide for
the case wher:e the company was unable
to overcome the water difficulty. This was
the main difficulty in the deep mines. He
hoped the honorable member for Brunswick
would consider that suggestion, as he believed it would secure what the honorable
member himself desired.
Mr. McGREGOR said that he thought the
honorable member for Brunswick would see
that the condition as applied to the expen-'
diture of money, limiting the exemptions
to two years, was put in as a saving clause,
so as to give the Minister the power to
grant them, but he (Mr. McGregor) did nof
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believe that the exemptions should be extended to an unlimited period. He would
maintain that there was no analogy between
that case and cases where the labour covenants were in operation. He thought it
would be better, in the interests of mining,
to make a longer extension under some conditions, such as in the case of the water
difficulty. There might be other reasons,
He thought the honorable member had better withdraw his amendment, and try to
provide a safeguard in some other way.
Every honorable member was opposed to
the indeterminate manner in which exemptions were granted.
1\1r. ANSTEY remarked that, \V}-~en they
were discussing the labour covenants, it was
pointe.d out that the reason why they
changed from a system of labour covenants
to money covenants was that it was impossible in certain conditions for mInes to
comply with the labour covenants, and the
change was in order to meet that difficulty.
The Minister now suggested a ne"" clause
to meet the case of mines that had to cope
with difficulties in regard to water, but the
mines were to continue in some work. The
honorable member for Allandale talked
about the Spring Hill and Central Leads.
What was the position there, and at the
Victoria Gold-·fields and the Loddon and
Moolort fields? The Minister said, here
were mines that had to cope with water, and
it was impossible for them to comply with
the labour covenants, and he was therefore
substituting a money covenant. The Minister decided that he would make conditions ,vith which they could compI y, and then, to show that he haa
a genuine proposal, the Minister set
forth that under the money covenant the
whole period during which exemption could
be granted would be two years.
The Bill
further provided that if a mine was not
able to comply with the labour covenants,
it could surrender its lease, and take up the
area under the new conditions, and \mder
any other conditions that the Minister
thought fit.
The whole proposition of the
Minister was to bring in 'a form of covenant with which the companies could comply, and which would secure the working
of the mineral areas of the countrv under
In order that ther~ might
all conditions.
be no tangible reason for holding leases
without their being worked, the Minister
said that if they could not comply with the
labour covenant they could come under this
new form of covenant, and that all that
was wanted was some kind of actual work.
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If work ,vas carried on under the labour
covenants there should be some limitation
with regard to exemptions to be granted.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-But there is
no other country where it is laid dovm that
there 'should be a limitation.
Mr. ANSTEY said that that was no reason why we should not advance here.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-But the absence of what the honorable member suggests should be some guide.
Mr. ANSTEY said that other mining
countries had taken their legislation from
Victoria.
Nearly every country was working under the covenants and experience of
Australia.
Mr. MACKINNON. - Thanks to Judge
Molesworth.
Mr. ANSTEY said there should be some
limitation. There should be some provision
by which it should be absolutely impossible
for mining leases to be held for fifteen
years, and not even a pick put in the
ground.
He cared not how they altered
the clause, so long as there was sonie limitation.
Under the labour covenants there
was supposed to be a limitation, but there
was not, and he wanted an actual limitation to two years.
His amendment would
not affect any mining carried on under the
The only change that
money covenant.
his amendment would effect would be to
make the two years' limitation apply also
to mining carried on under the labour covenants.
Mr. MACKINNoN.-They could get then
four years altoegther.
1\1r. ANSTEY said that he was only appI ying to the labour covenants what the
Minister applied to the money covenants,
and he took it that his amendment meant a
limitation to two years: and not four
vears.
If honorable members wished that
there should be two years' exemption under
the money covenant, and two years under
the labour covenant, making four altogether, he was prepared to agree with that.
Mr. BAILES remarked that there seemed
to be a deal of misunderstanding with regard to this clause, and the various amendments, and as to the objects of the clause.
He took it that the object the Minister had
in bringing in this alternative scheme was to
meet the case of companies during the initiatory stages of their operations.
In
other words, from the time of granting the
lease until the company was in a position
to comply with the labour covenants, the
lessee ran the risk of being attacked for
non-compliance with the labour covenants,
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and, in order to remove any doubts that
might exist on that point, it was proposed
to substitute in sub-clause (2) an alternative
proposal for the expenditure of so much
money on the lease in lieu of the labour
covenants. It was also proposed that there
should not be a greater period of exemption than two years in that stage. Now,
under sub-clause (3) it was proposed to
give greater powers, and under sub-clause
(4) opportunity could be given for obtaining
further capital, and provision made for the
interferences frequent! y met with in mining that would preclude the company from
complying with the labour covenants. It
was proposed to give lessees under that set
of circumstances, which were entirelv different from the set of circumstances under
sub-clause (2), exemptions for a period not
exceeding six months.
Mr. ANSTEy.-Any period.
Mr. BAILES said he wanted to show that
there was a distinctly different line altogether in the two sub-clauses. Under subclause (2) it was a question of finding the
reef or lead, and while the company were
doing that, they could not comply with the
labour covenants. It was proposed to protect them, under those circ'umstances, by a
monetary compliance with the demands of
the lease. Under 'sub-clause (4)-for the
reason he had just mentioned, and to which
he wished to add shaft-sinking, on Tuesday,
but the Committee were not with him-the
Minister could from time to time give an
exemption for any period not exceooing
six months. N ow, with regard to the honorable member for Brunswick's amendment,
he must at once sav that he was not with
him if the amendment meant what he
feared it meant, because it was absolutely
impossible to get mining investors to go into mines if they were to be harassed in that
manner.
:Mr. ANsTEy.-That is not my intention
at all.
Mr. BAILES said he was trying to put
the matter right, and to prevent misunderstanding.
Mr. ANSTEy.-I say that those periods
of six months are unlimited in the subcla'use.
l\lr. BAILES.-Yes.
He wanted to
make the matter clear, so that honorable
members mi.ght cease to be at cross purposes. If the honorable member for Brunswick meant that there should not be an exemption for more than two years during
the fifteen years, under that set of circumstances he was with him, but if the honorJ
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able member proposed that these periods of
six months should never exceed two years,
even though further exemptions were required to enable the company to raise additional capital or to get rid of its water,
then he was not 'With the honorable mem·
ber.
There might be other reasons given.
After they had got rid of the troubles that
might ~rise under su~-clauses (2) and (4),
o.ther clfcumstances mIght occur during the
bfe of the lease which would render it
necessary for the lessee to ask for the
exemption of the labour covenants, but if
they had had exemptions for two years
under sub-clause (4) it would be impossible
to give that exemption to them, and, there·
fore, they would virtually have to abandon the mine.
Honorable members must
not lose sight of this fact, that there were
many leases in existence in the State today which, although only granted for fifteen
years, had been continuously in existence
for thirty or forty years, and were likely to
go on for as long a time in the future. He
would take the case referred to bv the honorable member for Bendigo West the other
evening.
The honorable member alluded
to the South Belle Vue Company, the lease
of whieh had been in existence for over
During that period about
thirty years.
£80,000 had been expended on the mine,
and there had never been any return whatever.
Now that company might have exhausted all the reasons that could be found
for granting exemptions-they certainly
had under sub-clause (2), and they might
also have done the same under sub-clause
(4), and yet if the amendment of the honor·
able member for Brunswick 'Was carried,
they could only get two years' exemptions
in ,the fifteen years' life of the lease.
Mr. ANsTEy.-Under what covenants,
money or labour?
l\lr. ~AILE S stated that they 'Were
alternatIve proposals.
Both were put in
the lease.' There was not going to be a
lease issued with only labour covenants . and
another with only money covenants. The
alternative was given to meet circumstances
that might occur in the life of the lease. If
the honorable member's amendment was
carried in the way it was proposed, it would
inflict the greatest injustice on men who
had spent thousands of pounds on mining
properties, and had received little or no
return.
Honorable members should not
overlook the fact that, under our company
system, the shareholders of to-day might
not be the shareholders of a time when the
Take the New
mine was prosperous.

Mines A cts Further

[18 AUG., 1904.]

Chum line, at Bendigo. That was recognised for years as the back-bone of the
mining industry in Bendigo, but to-day not
one of those mines 'Was producing gold to
any extent. The majority of their shafts
were down to nearly 4,000 feet, and the
bulk of the shareholders in those companies
to-da v were not shareholders in those
c1aim~ in their prosperous stages.
They
had struggled on, call paying, until, in one
instance there, not one-third of the original
number of soares were alive j the others had
gone back into the hands of the company.
And if such a provision as that proposed by the honorable member for
Brunswick was grafted on to this Bill,
what encouragement would there be
for men to continue paying calls into those
companies if the companies were not to
be allmved breathing time to the extent of
more than two years, spread over the fifteen
years of their leases, and if each' particular
time the exemption was not to exceed
six months. At present those mines were
battling against the water difficulty, and, although it was a very small difficulty compared with the water difficulty at the alluvial mines in Maryborough and Creswick,
one company was paying £60 a month to
take out the water, and their upper levels
were not payable. In almost every instance
the mines were down to about 4,000 feet,
and they must make discoveries at that
depth to warrant their continued existence.
It was while they were trying to best the
water that they had got these exemptions
from the labour covenants. They were not
absolute exemptions in every case, but only
partial exemptions. He would appeal to
the honorable member for Brunswick to
withdraw his amendment, because the honorable member had an amendment later on
that would meet with all the requirements
of the mining community, and the Miners'
Association would be delighted to find that
amendment accepted by this Chamber. It
could do no hardship, and would give the
satisfaction that was demanded by the
majority of the working miners of this
State.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
said there was a most striking illustration
of what had been done in the case of the
Long Tunnel mine at Walhalla. That claim
had been working for many years, when
they found that to work it profitably they
must sink the shaft a further depth, and
the company had been sinking the shaft
for two years. Now, if the amendment of
tqe honorable member for Brunswick had
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been law, that mine would have had to
suspend operations.
Mr. ANSTEY.-No, it would not j my
amendment would not affect it at all.
Mr. OUTTRIM remarked that he did
not believe there was a member of the Assembly who had tried harder to ascertain
the provisions of the Mines Act than the
honorable member for Brunswick. He was
a most persevering man, and was doing
everything he possibly could to find out
what the various measures before the House
really meant. He gave the honorable member very great credit for his industry. But
in the case now under consideration, after
very long experience of the difficulties of
mining companies, more especially in alluvial mines, he (Mr. Outtrim) had come to
the conclusion that this maher really must
rest with the Minister of Mines, and that
he must have unlimited power, even though
it extended over the whole term of fifteen
years. Every honorable member could speak
better about the mines of his own district
than about any other mines, and he could
not help thinking of the difficulties that beset some of the claims in his own electorate.
The Minister of Mines, in introducing this
Bill, said that in some cases it would take as
long as ten to nineteen years to sink a
shaft, put up machinery, and umvater
the mine, before they got on the gold. During the whole ofl that time the mine could
not comply with the labour covenants. It
did not matter how long the period, such a
mine could onIy partially comply with the
labour covenants.
He was alluding to
mines embracing large areas. Therefore,
Parliament must give the Minister extensive
powers in connexion with the general covenants. He did not see any other way ~f meeting the case, because it was their bounden
duty to do everything they possibly could
to promote investment in gold mining in
Victoria, and not clog the industry in any
shape or form. Having had experience in
administering the Mines Department, and
knowing the difficulties the Minister had to
contend with, he would not advocate the
granting of any larger powers than were
really necessary, because that would only
give more trouble and anxiety to the Minister who had to administer this important
measure.
Wnile giving the honorable
member for Brunswick every credit in this
matter, he would suggest that the amendment be withdrawn.
Mr. TOUTCHER expressed the hope
that the honorable member for Brunswick
would withdraw his amendment in view of
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the speeches that had been made by members representing large mining constituencies, because it appeared to him that, as far
as he could gather from the discussion,
and from his own experience, this amendment would be a yery dangerous limitation
to put into an Act of Parliament.
Mr. ANsTEY.-When the Minister proposed two years, you did not say a word
against it.
Mr. TOUTCHER said he was quite opposed to that, and he thought the Minister's
proposal would do a great deal to frighten
away capital. Any limitation such as the
j\1inister proposed in regard to the two years'
Different
limit would have that effect.
conditions prevailed in different parts of
the State. The Langi Logan Company, at
Ararat, had spent £70,000 on shaft sinking when the drift set in, and the shaft was
lost. Kow, it would only be right that
the shareholders of that company should get
consideration in view of the great amount
of money they had spent. In many other
cases the amendment would prove a very
He thought the
dangerous limitation.
Minister should have the fullest powers,
and that any limitations that were made,
or any suspensions granted by the Minister,
should be laid, at a certain time, on the
table of the House, in order that honorable
members might have an opportunity, without prying into the archives of the Mining
Department, and creating a certain amount
of suspicion against the Minister, to investigate the circumstances under which the
concessions were made. If, at a certain
time,
all
the
suspensions
granted
by the Minister were placed on the
table of the House, for the perusal of
honorable members interested, it would
If anyserve a very useful purpose.
thing had been done that would not
bear the light of day, any member representing a mining constituency could question the Minister on the floor of the House
about it. It would be better if the Minister would eliminate his own proposition
about the two years' limitation, and if the
honolrable member for Brunswick would
withdraw his amendment.
Mr. McBRIDE observed that if the honorable member for Brunswick would withdraw his amendment he (Mr. McBride)
would be prepared to move the following
addition to the clause : Provided that the total exemptions in any period
of three years shall not exceed twelve months.

That \vould get over the difficulty' which
the honorable member had himself desired
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to remove.
In his (Mr. McBride's) district'
some mines had done verv little work for
the past' eight years, and )'et they went on
getting exemption after exemption.
But
if the amendment he had just mentioned
was inserted in this Bill the Minister would
not have pOlver to give them excessive exemptions, and the companies would have·
to do at least two years' work in every
three years.
1\1r. AKSTEY stated that he was quite
prepared to withdraw his amendment in
He desired
order to meet the situation.
to make two references to cases mentioned
by the ho,norab!e member for Ovens and the
honorable member for Gippsland East. In
relation to the Long Tunnel mine, this Bill
laid down that a certain money covenant'
could be subsituted for labour covenants.

, ~lr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).That applies to the initial stages, not to
this case at all.
Mr. l\lcLEoD.-It applies to a new lease,
as I have told you all along.

I

Mr. ANSTEY said the Minister pointed
out in his second-reading speech that many'
of these mines had to cope with great'
natural difficulties for fifteen, sixteen, and.
even nineteen years.
Therefore, what'
were called the initiatory difficulties might
extend throughout the whole period of a'
lease.
In the case of the Bethanga mine,.
where they had to cope with refractory
The
ores, the same thing would apply.
proposal was that mines that 'were unable
t:.> comply with the ordinary labour covenants should be free from any possible'
vi?lation of the law if they expended a certam amount of money.
The Minister'
could say that t1-.c Bethanga Company must
spend £10, £1, or even 6d. per acre, and
that would be accepted in lieu of compliance
The sum of
with the labour covenants.
money to be spent might be varied each
half-year, so that the Minister had an op-'
portunity of varying the amO'unt with the
varying conditions of the mine.
He (Mr.
Anstey) was quite prepared to withdra,v his
amendment if the honorable member for:
Kara Kara would move the amenBment he
had read to the Committee.
The latter
amendment proposed to allow som~ five
years' exemptIOn in the fifteen years' period
of the lease, whereas his (Mr. Anstey's)
proposals would· onl y allow a total ex~nlp",
tion of two years.
'
Mr. Anstey's amendn:ent was with(lrawn. •
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Mr. McBRIDE movedThat the following words be added to the
clause :-" Provided that the total complete exemptions in any period of three years shall not
exceed twelve months."

He had inserted the word "complete" in
order to get over cases like that mentioned
by the honorable member for AUandalt.
where a mine had been pumping for many
years and had not got the water out, and,
of course, could not comply with the labour
Alcovenants until the water was out.
though that company had had exemptions
they were only partial exemptions, and he
was sure that neither the honorable member for Brunswick himself, nor any other
honorable memfber,
wanted
to
stop
mines that were working, even if they had
not got the full number of men on, but
only wanted to stop the shepherding of
leasel>. If his (Mr. :McBride's) amendment
was adopted the time of the shepherder
would be gone past.
. Mr. McLEOD sa1d he regretted he
could not see his way to accept the amendment. He himself would be pleased to see
a numcer of limitations put in, were it not
that he knew that they would operate in a
very different manner from what was expected. Take the case, for instance, of a
large mine at Homebush, which had spent
a large sum of money when operations had
to be suspended. Under the present amendment that lease would have been forfeited,
and all the work that the company had done
would have been sacrificed. Not only that
but it would be the easiest thing in th~
world to evade the amendment, because, if
onl y one man were kept on the lease, it
would not be a "complete suspension" of
the labour covenants. The danger was that
if. the res~rictions were made too great, the;
m~g.ht bnng about the destruction of pronusIng ventures.
He disliked exerdising
the responsibility that was thrown on the
Minister of Mines, because it was sometimes
very unpleasant j but it must be recognised
that the Min'ister was always responsible to
this House for the exercise of that responsibility.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK. remarked that the amendment of the honora.ble member for Kara Kara was not so objectionable as that of the honorable member
for Brunswick.
Take the case of the
Langi Logan 'mine, in the Ararat district.
After a large sum of money had been spent,
the whole of the shaft suddenly caved in.
That happened ten or twelve years ago, and
the ground had not been touched ever since.
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Mr. JVfcBRIDE.-Do you suggest that exemptions should be given for twelve years?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said he
did not suggest anything of the kind. He
would ask the honorable member, however
whether, if he were a speculator in minin 0':
and belie~ed the Langi Logan property w;s
worth takIng up, he would be wilEno- to do
so if this amendment were passed? to
Mr. McGRATH.-They took it up under
the old conditions, and it was not forfeited
even when the labour covenants were not
complied with for years.
N a one asked
that it should be forfeited.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that was quite true.
Mr. McGRATH.-Then why not leave the
labour covenants as they are?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK. said
that the people who were now prepared to
~nd the cash to work these mines were gettIng fewer and fewer in number and the
difficu1ty of obtaining fresh capit'al, owing
to the greater difficulties that had to be overcome in mining, was increasing. No one
knew that better than the honorable member
for Grenville. For some time the district
of that honorable member looked remarkably promising. It was true that at the present moment a large number of leases in
that district remained unwork'ed, but no
one was ready to take them up.
The honorable ';llember f~r Kara Kara was trying
to modIfy t?e dIfficulty presented by this
clause, but It would not me,et a case like
that at :Ararat.
.
Mr. McBRIDE.-How does it affect the
Ararat case?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said he
was perfectly certain that neither the honorable member for Brunswick nor those
honorable members who we.re associated w'ith
him wanted to do an injury in a case like
that of the Langi Logan mine, because
they knc\y very well that it requir.ed capital
to carrf It on.
What they were trying to
cope WIth was the fact that areas had been
shut up, and that there had been shepherding.
Mr. McBRIDE.-That lis the difficulty.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said that
reference had be.en made to the leases held
by Mr. Saxe, but no one wanted to have
these areas shut up.
Mr. ANSTEY.-As 8_ practical man, have
you no proposition to meet the difficultv?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said the
suggestion he would make was that a clause
sh<;mld be inserted later on to the effect
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that it should be mandatorv on the M'in'ister of Mines to lay on the table of the
House from time to time a full list of all
the exemptions that had heen granted during
a certain period.
That list would then
become public property.
Mr. GAUNSON.-That is a sensibl'e suggestion.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that returns of that kind were required to
be supplied to Parliament under several
other Acts of Parliament, such as the F actories Act. If a list of suspensions were laid
before tI-.e House in that way, the Minister could be challenged if exception was
taken to any of his decisions.
:Mr. GAuNsoN.-And would not that
stre,ngthen the control of the House over
the Minister?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said it
undoubtedly would. That seemed to him
to be. the best way of dealing with the
difficulty.
He had known cases himself
where leases had been held that ought not
to have been held, but at the present time
those: persons who \\'anted to know whether
leases were still in existence had no means
of ascertaining.
Mr. McGRATH.-How would that lead
to their be~ng forfeited?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said that
members seemed to think that the best way
of advancing the mining industry was to
forfeit leases.
Mr. McGRATH.-All those that are not
worked and are being shepherded.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
the honorable member for Fitzroy had referred to the fact that in a certain part
of the Grenville electorate there were 140
mining leases, and only 30 odd of them
were being worked. The honorable member's argument evidently was that the
remainder ought to be forfeited. His (Sir
Alexander Peacock's) own view was that
the Minister should forfeit the lease when
some one came along who wanted it, and
was in a position to work it. But he objected to the principle of forfeiting leases
unless some one else was prepared to take
them up.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-If they
were forfeited they would be given to the
first applicant, but under present circumstances application has to be made for the
forfeiture, and then an inquiry takes
place, and influences are brought to bear
to prevent the forfeiture of the lease, although it may have never been worked.
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Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
there were very few cases of that kind,
and after all the Minister was responsible.
Mr. J. W. ,:BI;LLSON (Fitzroy).-The
Minister sometimes bears his responsibility
very easily. I am thinking of the claims
that are not worked.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
the reason they were not worked was that
the capital could not be got to do it with.
If no one else was ready to work the leases
how would it benefit the working miner to
forfeit the leases? It was absolutely certain that very' little more English capital
could be obtained for the mining industry
in Victoria if an amendment of this kind
'\-vere adopted.
Mr. McGRATH.-It would be easier to
get it.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
he had had a long and varied experience
of mining, and he did not think so. The
difficulties which had occurred in connexion
with the Spring Hill and the Central
Leads had scared off the capitalist. People
had paid calls for twenty years, and the
calls were never less than 3d. a month,
and had been as high as 2S. a month, and
the shares were now marketable at 5s.
For his own part, he did not want to put
in any limitations, because he knew they
would not work. For that reason he did
not approve of the limitation that had
already been adopted. The Minister must
be trusted in the working of the Act, and
all that was necessary was that the House
should have the fullest information as to
the way in 'which the Minister exercised
Some day honorable members
his power.
who were now sitting in opposition would
find themselves invested with Ministerial
responsibility, and then they would discover that every act which a Minjster performed was liable to be reviewed at any
time by Parliament, and that the whole of
the papers could be called for, and the
Minister obliged to justify what he had
done. He was quite sure that if the information desired was supplied in the
manner he had suggested, it would meet
ev~ry objecti.Qn, and at the same time do
no injustice to the industry upon which so
much depended.
Mr. McLEOD stated that he was quit~
prepared to accept the sugge,stion of the
honoIable member for Allandale, and to
propose a clause later on making it mandatory on the Minister for the time being
to bring down every year a return of all the
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exemptions granted, the period of exemption, and the reasons for it, so that the
House might be fully seized of everything
that was being done.
With that understandIng, he earnestly appealed to honorable members to get on with the Bill.
It
har} now been di:icussed at great length)
and all the leading principles had been debated over and over again.
The measure
was urgently required in the country, and
ought to be passed as quickly as possible.
Mr. OUTTRIM said he quite agreed with
the Minister of Mines, that honorable members should endeavour to cut their remarks
as short as possible. He would like to
draw the attention of the honorable member for K ara Kara, and also the honorable
member for Brunswick, to an arrangement
that was made by the Honorable Henry
Foster, when he 'was Minister of Mines,
with the Victorian Gold E'5tates Company.
The arrangement was to grant that company 6,000 acres of leasehold.
The company h~d been operating on only 2,000
acres, with two sh,:tits.
On the other
4,000 acres they might not be able to operate for the next four or five vears, and
yet there were labour covenants 'on all the
leases.
He would ask what the effect of
this amendment would be in connexion with
that company?
Mr. McBRlDE.-If they consolidCl.te their
leases, it will not affect them at all.
Mr. OUTTRIM said he ,,,as sure that
honorable members did not wish to lay
down extraordinary conditions, but ani)'
such conditions as would be satisfactory to
For his own paIt, ~le
mining investors.
would like to see clause T 4 wiped out altogether, because he did not think it was fair
to insert a clause that might be detrimental
to those who invested money. As he understood the amendment, its effect in the case
he had rtferred to would be that the leases
would stand a good chance of being forfeited.
l\lr. McBRIDE.-No chance whatever
under my amendment.
Mr. OUTTRIM said the amendment
would require the company to perfo.rm t!;.e
labour covenants, at least one year out of
three, but with respect to the majority .)f
their leases, they would not be able to do
tilat for years to come.
They had already
spent something like £200,000, and they
would not have spent that amount of capital unle'5s thev had a large amount of
ground, so as' to give them a chance of
being recouped.
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Mr. McBRIDE said he would point
out to the honorable member for Mary·
borough that the amendment would make
the leases that had been referred to abso·
lutely secure, instead of making them forfeitable.
In that case there were six
leases,' and a lot of work was being done on
one of them. All that was necessary, therefore, was to consolidate those leases, and
then the work that was done on one of them
would be sufficient for the lot. The amend·
ment referred to a "total complete exemption."
The Minister always had power to
grant a partial exemption.
Mr. GAUNSON expressed the op~nlon
that the suggestion of the honorable mr-:m
ber for Allandale was a valuable one. If
Ministerial responsibility had rested lj ~htJ y
on the shoulders of the Minister heretofore.
that was the fault of this House, because
any honorable member could easily call the
If, in addirion to
Minister to account.
that, the suggestion of the honornble mer~l
ber for Allandale was carried out. aod the
Minister was required to publish a list of
exemptions and the reasons for them, then
he would be always liable to be challenged.
Let those honorable members who represented labour, labour in their vocation, and
challenge the Minister if he did wrong. No
Minister would dare to resist criticism of
that kind if there was anything like real
shepherding going on, because he was amenable, not only to the criticism of honorable
members sitting in Opposition, but also to
very serious criticism from honorable members sitting behind him.
Those honorable
members would not support a Government
if that Government was guilty of any real
misconduct.
Ministers had to satisfy the
whole country, and the moment they failed
to do so their places would be filled up by
He welcomed the proposal of the
others.
honorable member for Allandale because it
It was
was a step in the right direction.
a. renewal of the control of this House over
Ministers.
Mr. McBRIDE.-The list of exemptions
is already required to be published by posting it at the local post-office.
Mr. KEOGH remarked that he also
welcomed the suggestion made by Sir Alexa~der Peacock.
In his opinion the CommIttee ought not to lay down any hard and
fast rules in this direction.
As had been
pointed out, the conditions varied so much
in different mines that it was impossible to
Each case
apply any set rules all round.
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must be dealt with on its own merits, otherwise it was impossible to do justice in'
all cases. He was sure it would be far
better to leave the matter in the hands of
the responsible Minister of the Crown, especially as the Minister of Mines had
agreed to insert a clause compelling the
Minister for the time being to bring down
a list of all the exemptions and of the
leases that had been forfeited. With that
exception he did not think the Committee
could do better than to stick to the Bill
so far as these covenants were' concerned,
otherwise he was sure that before very long
cases would arise in which the most
palpable injustice "{QuId be done to mineowners. The honorable member for Kara
Kara proposed that exemption should be
allowed only for one year out of three, but
it might happen that the whole of the first
year was occupied in putting on the machinery, and the mine-owner might be compelled to work every day for the rest of
\.he term, no matter what happened, in
order to save the lease from forfeiture.

Amendment B1'll.

Mr. LIVINGSTON said that would enable any honorable member to challenge
what the Minister had done. But how could
honorable members take exception to his
action in giving exemptions to certain companies for certain periods? If they were
to table a vote of want of confidence in
a Minister's administration of the Department, what would be the result? He thought
the best thing the Committee could do was
to stick to the clause.

Mr. LAWSON remarked that, in regard to the administration of the mining
laws, which were made to apply to varying conditions, different circumstances,
and unforeseen contingencies, it was
quite impossible to lay down hard and
fast rules.
We must enunciate general principles, and allow them to be
worked out as they best fitted the circumstances of particular cases. The hononble
member for Brunswick belonged to a p'lr~v
that were totally opposed to rigid and hidebound conditions. That party advocated
elastic conditions that could be made adMr. SMITH observed that the discussion justable to varying circumstances, and the
on this particular clause had shown the cardinal pri£?ciple underlying that was
necessity of having special regulations for trust in the people. It was quite necessary
alluvial mining as distinct from quartz. to lay down as a cardinal principle, goWhilst he unhesitatingly accepted the. verning the administration of the Mines
amendment of the honorable member for Department, trust in the Minister and MinKara Kara, so far as quartz areas were isterial responsibility.
He concurred in
concerned, he thought it ought not to apply the suggestion made by the honorable memto alluvial companies, which had so many ber for Allandale, that due publicity should
difficulties to deal with. As had already be given to the exemptions granted.
been pointed out by more than one speaker,
:Mr. McBRIDE.-H' is given.
the unwatering of large areas would occupy a considerable time, and might take
Mr. LAWSON said that certain publi.
up the whole of the exemption period, even city was given.
If an exemption wa~
though it were extended for five or six granted, a notice was posted at the Minyears.
Those mines would therefore be ing Registrar's office, at the post-office,
unable to comply with the labour covenants. and on the lease; but, as a matter of fact,
However, he understood that the amend- these notices were regarded as pure Iy
ment was to be withdrawn. He would ask formal, and were verv seldom seen.
the Minister to seriously consider whether
Mr. McBRIDE.-So· it will be with the
it was not advisable to frame separate re- others.
gulations for alluvial mining as distinct
Mr. LAWSON said there was the same
from quartz mining.
danger in regard to the tabulated statement
Mr. LIVINGSTON remarked that the to be laid on the table of the House.
suggestion made by the honorable member
Mr. McLEoD.-Then it will be the fault
for Allandale was certainly ingenious, but of members.
he (Mr. Livingston) failed to see how it
Mr. LAWSON said there was a unanicould work. In the first place, it would
mous
desire to prevent shepherding, and to
entail a very considerable amount of office
hel p the man who wished to wor k the
work.
ground but was unable to comply with all
It was necesMr. McLEoD.-It will only need a tabu- the covenants of his lease.
lated statement stating the exemptions and sary to have a sweet reasonableness in our
dealings, an:d to deal fairly between the
the reasons for them.
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shepherding of a lease was a hateful and
dange'rous thing?
l\Ir. ANSTEY said he understood that
the information referred to by the Minister
was to be published in the annual report
of the Mines Department.
Mr. McLEoD.-No j to be laid on the
~1r. LAV\TSON said that in nine cases
table of the House.
out of ten, or ninety-nine out of
Mr. A~STEY said he was quite satisfied.
100, the honorable member's amendment
The amendment was negatived.
But tnere might
might work equitably.
Sub-clause (4), as amen<;!ed, was agreed
be cases in which it would not.
Rigid
.
rules could r.ot be made for the adminis- to.
Mr. ANSTEY proposed the following
tration of the Department. If members
did not trust the Minister, they could get new sub-clause : rid of him j but that might not be as easy
If the lessee of any mining lease working under
as some members might desire, and he was the labour covenant is unable through exha.ustion
not asking for that to be done. It was of capital to employ the number of men required
by the covenant, he must engage thq.t such mine
wrong, as a general principle, to lay down be worked by tributers not fewer in number than
hard and fast rules when the circumstances the deficiency of employes required by the labour
and contingencies that might arise could not covenant. And the foregoing sub-sections of this
be foreseen, and might work out differently section shall apply to all mining areas held under
consolidated miners' rights.
He would like
from what was expected.
He
said he wished to r.ave the mine' opened
the Minister to consider whether it would
not be possible to put into the Bill some to tributers to work, the number of tributers
regulation to prevent shepherding, to make to be equal to the deficiency in the number
it more difficult for people to get exemption. of employes required by the labour coveand to give more pUblicity at the right nants.
time.
Mr. McLEOD said he hoped the honMr. McLEoD.-We have clause 15 here, orable member would not persevere with
requiring a return of the number of men his proposal, because it would be unworkable. The capital might be exhausted beemployed to be furnished.
fore the mine was opened for the men. He
Mr. LAWSON said that was a very use- would ask the honorable member not to
ful clause, and went in the direction he' legislate the industry out of existence.
had indicated. It enunciated the principle
:Mr. BAILE S said he did not see how
that was desired. At the time when it was this was likely to legislate the industry out
proposed to give the exemption the people of existence. Through lack of capital or on
who were interested should have an oppor- account of the many other causes suggested,
tunity of getting the information, not twelve an exemption was to be allowed, and that
months afterwards, when the information was legitimate and fair.
was laid on the table of the House, and
1\1r. 1\fcLEoD.-Supposing a shaft is
when objections might be raised in vain. being sunk and the water has not been got
If some publicity was given at the time out, how can the mine employ tributers?
the objection was made, then, if any outraMr. BAILES said that in that case it
geous thing 'Was being perpetrated, local
would
be impossible for the tribu.ter to
opinion could make itself felt, and any inHe had no hesitation in saying
justice would be prevented. It was neces- work it.
sary to have elasticity in the administration that the tributer had done more for this
of the Department. The Minister must be State than the investor had, for the tributer
enabled to deal with each case as it arose went on developing the mine when the
on its merits. To accept the amendment capitalist had exhausted his funds.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACocK.-He Iffiav
of the honorable member for Brunswick,
'vith
the assistance of those who support
or the modified amendment of the honorable member for Kara Kara, although both him. Do not forget tee storekeeper.
Mr. BAILES said that those tributers
might prove in many cases perfectly just
and fair, would not be desirable, as there were a different class from the men in BenThere w~re tributers supported by
might be cases in which they would work digo:
most inequitably. He \vould ask the Min- outSIders, and tnbuters who depended 01\
The great revival of mjnincr
ister to consider whether it could not be themselves.
laid down as a general principle that the in Bendigo was due more to the tributer~

investor and the working miner. They did
not want to listen to the prejudiced cries of
either party.
Mr. McBRIDE.-Then you ought to vote
for my amendment.
I do not ask for
complete but only partial exemption.
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NOES.
than to any other causf'.
Every opportnnitv and everv assIstance should be given Mr. Argyle,
Mr. Kirkwood,
" Lawson,
" Bent,
by the Mines Department .for the employ" Livingston,
" Bowser,
ment of triuute labour.
He was pre" E. H. Cameron,
" Mackey,
pared to say that the lease-holder should
" J. Cameron,
" McBride,
have an exemption from being harassed by
" McCutcheon,
" Cullen,
Fairbairn,
" McLeod,
I'he labour covenants from time to time, but
" Forrest,
" Murray,
he was also justified in saying that if the
Sir
Alexander Peacock,
" Gaunsol1,
tribl!ter ,,·~~s willing to go into the mine, the Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr. Robertson,
mlne-owner should have no right to object. Mr. Graham,
" Swinburne.
" Harris,
If they were shaft-sinking it would be
. Tellf.1s.
" Hunt,
practicall y impossible for the tributer to
Mr. Carlisle,
" Hutchinson,
work. If there was water in the mine that
" Thomson.
" Keogh,
they could not get out the tributer could
PAIR.
not work the mine. Some provision should
M r. Morrissey.
Mr. Watt.
be made that the tributer should be allowed
to work in a mine in which he was desirous
The clause, as amended, was agreed to.
of working.
In his seco!1d-reading speech
Discussion took place on clause 16, which
he stated that that was one of the phases
was as follows:of the question of the lease where the
For section thirty-one of the Mines Act 1897
labour coYep.ants should not be insisted on.

]\1r. HUNT.-Do vou want to pay him

for gcing in?

.

Mr. BAILE S said he did not want to,
and the tributer did not wJ.nt to be paid
for golP.g in.
He had to fight for the
privilege of going in, for the privilege of
working stone that was absolutely unprofitable to the company, and from the gold
got that way nine out of every ten of the
owners had exacted the last farthing of the
percentage the tributer was called on to
pa y .
The amendment required proper
drafting, but the principle was right.
He
hoped the Minister would accept the amendment, as the clause was to be recommitted,
and in the meantime the amendment should
be properly drafted, so that it would not
be open to The objection that it was impracticable.
The Committee divided. on the amendmentAyes
20
Noes
28
Majority against the amendment

8

AVES.

Mr. Anstey,
" Beard,
" H. S. Bennett,
" A. A. Billson,
" Bromley,
" Colechin,
" Rlmslie,
" Hannah,
" Lell1mOn,
" McGrath,
" McGregor,

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"

Outtrim,
Prendergast,
Sangster,
Smith,
~olly,

Toutcher,
"Varde.

Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
" J. W. Billson.

there shall be substituted the following section,
.
31. (I) If the lessee of a lease in respect of any
land does not comply with the labour covenant
or the covenant with regard to the expenditure of
money (as the case may be) of such lease it shall
be lawful for any holder of a miner's right to
apply to the Minister in the form set out in the
Second Schedule of the Mines Act 1897, or to
the like effect.
(2) If such application be made and the person
so applying lodges with or forwards to the clerk
of the Warden as security for costs, the sum of
£5, or in the case of such an application
with respect to a lease of land upon which machinery of a value of at least £200 is
standing, the sum of £10, the Minister may,
if he think fit, refer the said application
to the Warden with directions to hold a public
inquiry concerning the alleged breach.
The
Warden may, at the holding of such inquiry,
allow the applicant who has lodged or
forwarded £5 as security for costs as aforesaid,
to lodge forthwith a further deposit of
£5 if such Warden shall be of opinion that the
sum of £10 should have been lodged or forwarded.
namel~:-

Mr. McBRID E movedThat "£5" (line IS), be omitted, with the view
of inserting" £2."

He said this applied to applications before
a W. alfdeln for forfeiture, on the groun'd of
a breach of the labour covenant, and many
of the miners in his (Mr. McBride's) district, complained that, while they would
very often like to apply for forfeiture of
a lease because of a breach of the labo,tr
covenants, they could not get the £5 together as security for costs. He thought
that, as Parliament should do as much as
it could to allow the working miners, who
had done very much for the mining industry, to have a chance of putting in an application of this kind, the amount required
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expense ran into a great deal more than
£5, and he hoped the Minister would
Mr. McLEOD said he regretted he was agree to something like the reduction sugunable to accept any proposal to alter the gested.
Mr. McBRIDE said he understood the
amount. This matter had been considered
verv carefullv, and while the Government Minister was agreeable to make the amount
did- not wish- to unduly load an applicant, £3, and, therefore, he would alter his
at the same! time it was only right to make amend~ent, and movethe amount such as would prevent merely
That" £5 " be omitted, with the view of insert·
frivolous applications. He thought the sum ing ,c £3."
of £5 was ample for this purpose, and, at
Mr. :McLEO D stated that he would acthe same time, not too large. If a man cept £3'
He did not wish that there
applied for the forfe!iture of a lease, he should be any undue obstacle to appliwas presumed to be in the position to work cants, but at the same time he did not want
the mine himself, and if he could not raise to make it too cheap to shoot at companies
£5 there' was little likelihood of his ap- without reasonable grounds.
plication bering bona fide. Some protecThe amendment to substitute " £3" for
tion should be afforded against frivolous "£5" was agreed to.
applications.
Mr. KIRKWOOD movedMr. McGRATH said he would support
That
be omitted, with the view of
the amendment. An individual miner might inserting"£10"
"£25."
have no 'capital, but his labour constituted
his capital. Although a miner might not He said this provision applied to a case
be able to put up £5, perhaps, by means where there was an application to have a
of borrowing from a friend, he might claim forfeited, and there was machinery
be able, to raise £2.
It might also be on the ground to the value at least £200.
pointed out that there was nothing com- In such a case he thought that £10 was
pulsory about the forfeiture being granted. too little to deposit as security, and that
It had to be 'heard b)\ the Warden, and £25 was a sufficiently small amount.
Mr. BAILES remarked that he was
dealt with on its merits. It should not be
made too difficult for miners to make' ap- anxious also to omit" £10," but he wanted
plications for forfeiture, when there were to insert "£5" instead, and as the Minister
reasonable grounds for doing so, and there- had agreed in the previous case to lower the
fore, the amount of money required as deposit from £5 to £3, he thought the
securitv should be made as small as possible· honorable gentleman might accept the reMr .. McGREGOR expressed the hope duction in this case to £5.
Mr. McBRIDE.-Say £8.
that the Minister would agree to the amendment.
Every case had to be heard by the
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK obWarden, and he (Mr. McGregor) had known served that he hoped the Minister would
a number of cases 'Where, although there adhere to the amount of £10 in the clause.
were shallow diggings that could be easily The honorable member for Eaglehawk had
worked, the miner found it difficult to ob- proposed £25, but that would be too much
tain £5 to deposit as his security for costs. altogether.
It must be remembered that
On several occasions miners had asked him if the Warden should recommend the Minif no other method could be adopted, but ister to forfeit the lease the owner of the
they had told them that under the present machinery would still own it, and a realaw they must deposit £5.
Inasmuch as sonable time would be given to him to rethe Warden dealt with each case on its move it. £25 would be altogether too
merits, he (Mr. McGregor) did not see large an amount for an applicant to be
why such a large amount should be required compelled to lodge in such a case, and he
as security, and he understood that there thought it would be far better to leave the
were very few occasions on which the £5 amount at £10.
that was deposited had been forfeited by
Mr. KIRKWOOD said his amendment
the applicant, showing that the applications onl y applied in the case of a claim on
were generally bona fide.
which there was machinery being forfeited
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East) and given to another party.
The £25
said he would point out that this was merely would only be a security until the new
the initial expense, 'Which was very small ?older of the. lease arranged about purchasin comparison with the cost of following mg the machmery.
The machinery on the
the matter up.
In cases of this sort, the ground might be very valuable.
as security for costs should be reduced to

£2.
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Mr. LA WSON.-That is protected in any
case.
]\1r. McLEOD remarked that he gave
way in regard to the reduction of £5 to
£3, but there was a great distinction beThe
tween that case and the present.
former related to leases on which there was
no machinery on the ground, and perhaps
no work done, and as he did not wish to
throw any obstacles in the way of applications for forfeiture in such cases, he agreed
to a reduction to £3, although he himself
In the
thought that £5 was little enough.
present case, however, he would not give
way, because, if there was machinery on
the lease, and work being done, he thought
£10 was quite little enoue-h to require as
a deposit.
On the other hand, he was
not going to adopt the amendment of the
honorable member for Eaglehawk and increase the amount to £25, because he
thought that was altogether too much. He
considered that the deposit provided for in
the clause was a reasonable one.
The amendment was negatived.
Mr. ANSTEY movedThat the words" may if he think fit" (line 18),
be omitted, and the words "shall either remit
the application to the Mining Board for investigation and report or" be inserted.

He said he was going to oppose at all stages
this centralization of the mining industry
in the hands of the Minister.
Mr. GAUNSON stated that.he hoped the
amendment would be rejected.
Either the
Minister was fit for his position or he was
Either Parliament was fit to be
not.
there or it was not.
If they could not
control the Minister it was time they went
packing.
If the Labour Party would not
do their duty in the House by keeping the
Miinister up to the mark, it was time they
went packing. He (Mr. Gaunson) would
stick t'O I\Iinisterial responsibility under the
control of Parliament.
Mr. McGRATH observed that he did not
see anything wrong in inserting the words
of the amendment. Thev wanted to make
it as easy as possible fo~ those who were
appl ying for forfeiture to have their applications dealt with, and they did not want
tne Minister to have too much work to do.
In the interests of the Minister, as well as
of the community, it should be made mandatory that ever~7 application for forfeiture
should be heard in open court.
Mr. BAILES.-It is heard in open court
now.
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Mr. LAWSON.-This amendment provides
for r'emitting

the

matter to the Mining

Board.
Mr. McGRATH said he did not see any~
thing wrong in that. If the Mining Boards
were going to be elected on an extended
franchise, and given greater powers, he
thought that applications of this kind could
be fairly dealt with by them. They were
on the spot, and were fit to investigate such
cases.
Mr. McLEOD remarked that the provision in the clause simply continued the present practice.
Whenever an application
for forfeiture came in it was sent to the
Warden as a matter of course, heard by him
in open court with counsel, and witnesses
were examined on oath. Did the honorable
member for Brunswick propose 'to allow
the Mining Boards to examine witnesses on
oath and hear counsel on both sides?
Mr. LAWSON stated that the honorable
member for Brunswick was, by his amendment, really putting greater difficulties in
the way of an. applicant for forfeiture.
Under the present practice £5 was lodged
as a deposit, and the matter was referred
to the "Varden by the Minister; but the
honorable member for Brunswick proposed
that before the Minister referred the application to the Warden he must first send it
to the Mining Board for investigation. Now,
in the first place, the !\1ining Board was not
a judicial body, and in the second place it
only met at certain stated intervals, so that,
if the honorable member's proposeil was
adopted, there would perhaps be vexatious
delays.
The most direct and most expeditious way of dealing with applications was
to remit them, as was done at present, to
the 'Warden straight away. The case came
before the Warden's Court as a judicial proceeding, and it was treated solely as a matter of evidence whether the covenants had
been complied with or not. While he (M r.
La,vson) was in favour of extending the
powers of the Mining Boards, he thought Jt
was not desirable that thev should be consulted in regard to this p~rticular matter.
Mr. ANSTEY expressed the opinion that
more and more restrictions were being
placed on the so-called ""jumper," while
every facility was given to the individual
who might be termed the shepherder.
In
this case the onus was thrown on the public to
show that the covenants had not been fuI~
filled. An applicant for forfeiture, when he
made his application had to put up a certain amount of money, and then the case
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was remitted to the Warden. If the applicant won his case with the Warden, then
the Minister might override the Warden,
and give the case against the applicant.
. 1\lr. BAILEs.-Or v£ce versa. If he
loses has case with the Warden he may
come to the :Minister, and win it.
Mr. ANSTEY said he would like to
hear some instances of that kind.
Mr. McLEOD.-There was a case not a
fortnight ago.
Mr. ANSTEY said he had not heard
of it.
:.VIr. BAILES.-There was a case last
week where the applicant was knocked out.
The Warden gave the case to him, and the
Minister took it from him.
Mr. ANSTEY said that was a case
of the applicant being knocked out, not
the lessee. As he had already said, an
applicant, 'after putting up his money,
going before the ordinary judicial courtthe Warden's ICourt-and winning his case
there on the evidence, might find the Warden overridden by the Minister, and the
applicant then had to forfeit the money he
put up.
Mr. McLEoD.-The Minister has nothing at all to do with fixing the costs. That
is in the jurisdiction of the Warden.
Mr. ANSTEY said that further on the
Bill provided that such costs should not
be payable in the event of the Mini.ster
refusing to carry out the recommendations
of the \Va'rden.
Mr. McLEoD.-But the Warden fixes the
costs.
Mr. ANSTEY said when the Minister
overrode the Vvarden the applicant lost his'
money, although he had won his case with
the Warden on the evidence. The Mining
Boards, under the existing law, were practically advisory boards to the Minister.
Suppose he (Mr. Anstey) moved his amendment in the form of making it mandatory
on the Minister to remit the application
to the Warden?
As the provision at present stood it said, "the Minister may, if
he think fit."
Mr. GAuNsoN.--Who is to compel the
Minister?
Mr. ANSTEY said that what he objected' to in this Bill was that from beginning to end it was all "the 1iinister
may, if he think fit." In the Mines Act
of 1890, with its 400 sections, there was
only one clause in which could be found the
words, "the Minister may, if he think
fit," but in this new Bill nearly every clause
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wound up with those words. His contention was that if this Bill became law
the mining law of this country would not
be under an Act of Parliament at all, but
would be just what happened to be the will
of the Minister for the time being.
What
would be the immediate answer to him if
he moved the omission of the words " may
if he think fit," and inserted the word
"shall," thus making it mandatory on the
Minister? The answer immediately would
be that the Minister ought to be enabled to inquire into the case, and refuse
to refe,r it to the Warden if he thought it
frivolous.
It would be. asserted that the
Minister had a right to make an inquiry
into the matter. If that was so, the.re must
be some one from whom the Minister could
acquire the infonmation.
Now the Mining Boards were constituted by law as a
sort of advisory board to the Minister. He
wished to prevent. the matte,r from being
left to the whim or will, or the particular
feeling or fit that happened to be on the
Minister at the moment. He was asking that
the Minister might either remit the case
direct to the Warden, or, if he had doubts
as to the validity of the application, that he
should apply to the Mining Board, asking
them to inquire into the case.
Then if the
Mining Board thought tr.at the application
was frivolous, and not one that ·should be
remitted to the Warden, the Minister would
be backed up, not only by his own will or
whllin, but also by the advice of the Mining
Boards behind him. The members of the
Mining Boards were men conversant with
the local circumstances.
Mr. MURRAY.-Is not that an objection,
that they are conversant with the. local
circumstances?
The trouble is that they
are also familiar with the individuals?
Mr. ANSTEY said that that was the law
as it stood.
Mr. MURRAY.-Not in this case.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-They are not under oath,
as they ought to be when conducting judicial proceedings.
Mr. ANSTEY said the Mining Boards
were simpl y constituted an advisory
board to the Minister under the last Act.
He did not say that they were to exercise
judicial functions. There was nothing unfair in a request such as he was making.
He asked that when a man put up his
money the Minister should either remit the
case direct to the Warden, when it would
go through the ordinary judicial procedure,
or that, if he did not remit it to the Warden, he should not take it upon himself to
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decide according to his own inclination, but
should at least ask the opinion of his advisory board, and so at least give some
guarantee to Parliament, and to the country, that some real inquiry, instead of private influence, was the actual reason for
refusing the application.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK remarked that virtually the honorable member for Brunswick, from all that he had
been saying in connexion with this Bill,
would almost like to see the whole Bill laid
aside, and to revert to the present law on
the statute-book. If the honorable member
looked at the Act of 1897 he would see that
section 31, which it was proposed to replace by the clause now before the Committee, contained the very words, "the Minister may, if he think fit," to which the honorable member was now taking objection.
He (Sir Alexander Peacock) was a member
of the House when that question was discussed, and the very same view as had been
presented to-night by the honorable member
for Brunswick and the honorable member
for Grenville was then presented in Committee. The late Mr. Foster was then Minister of Mines, and Mr. Isaacs was the Attorney-General. The practice of the Department was that when an application came
in for forfeiture it went to the Minister and
the inspector for the district reported on
it. The Minister called for information,
and if it was a frivolous application, then,
on the reports that he got from his officers,
he refused to grant the inquiry. If, however, he thought there was something that
warranted him in taking proceedings under
section 31 of the present law the matter
was referred to the Warden, and was dealt
with as a judicial act, with evidence taken
on oath. All the papers then came :down
to the Minister, with the decision of the
Warden.
The honorable member for
Brunswick had been very severe on those
engaged in this industry.
Of course,
there were sharks and adventurers in it as
in other industries, but the honorable member's proposal would simply play straight
into the hands of the mining sharks.
If
the Minister could not be trusted responsible government ought to be done away
with altogether.
The honorable member
would admit that there were cases where
it would be impossible to comply with the
conditions if this law, as the honorable
member sought to amend it, was placed on
the statute-book, and if the honorable
member's view prevailed with the Committee, the mining shark would then be
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able to lodge an application, and, per se, if
the amendment was carried, by the action
of the law the Minister was only to be a
sort of registering clerk, and, without looking into any of the circumstances surrounding the case, the Minister would have to
remit it for inquiry. Necessarily he would
not be able to deal with it to decide whether
it was frivolous or not.
In t:he case of
some of the mining properties held under
companies, it would be te!egraphed to the
different exchanges that an application had
been lodged for the forfeiture of a lease,
and a number of innocent people at a distance, who did not know the facts, would
probably think that the title was likely to
be jeopardized.
The market would be
jumped up and down, and those in. the
know, knowing that in all probability nothing would come of trhe application when
it was dealt with by the Warden, would be
able to buy the shares at a lower rate, and
the poor innocent shareholder at a distance
would be fleeced and sacrificed.
That
was how the amendment would operate.
I f there was to be a Minister at all he should be trusted.
As
to the Mining Boards, the one, in Gippsland only met once a quarter, and its members very often never saw the country
where a number of these leases were held.
This was necessarily so, because of the
immense distances they would have to cover.
Mr. McGRATH.-How does the inspector
report? He is only one man.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said the
inspector was continually going round to
see if the various conditions relating to the
men and their employment were being c('m·
plied with. He could understand the argument being advanced that there ought to .be
more inspectors in order to get more in;formation for thel Miinister. P ersonall y,
he thought there. ought to be more inspectors
than at present, because they had so many
duties imposed upon them.
An inspector
might be in one part of the district whe!1
a fatal accident occurred in another part,
and he had to leave the duties he was performing in order to attend at the scene of
the accident.
The Mining Boards w~re
not, in his opinion, thoroughly representativ'e of mining interests. To-day, he had
received a copy of the Omeo Standard,
giving a report of a meeting of the
Amalgamated Miners' Association, and
nothing could be more condemnatory :>f the
present Mining Boards than the statement s
contained in that report. The members of
the Mining Boards would not be able, in
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many cases, to deal with these applications.
They only received £50 per year.
ContilnuoUis applications .for forfeiture came
into the Department, and if the amendment
was carried, the members of the Mining
Boards would have to be continually reporting to the Minister in regard to the
leases.
The whole proposal was unworkable, and would have the opposite effect
to that which the honorable member for
Brunswick desired to secure.
Mr. OUTTRIM said he would suggest
to the Minister to take clause 23, whirh
dealt with the question of the :Mil1ing
Boards, at this stage, and postpone this
clause until the Committee decided, on
clause 23, whether the Mining Boards were
to remain in existence or not. If the Mining Boards were wiped out, there would be
no occasion for the honorable member for
Brunswick to proceed further with this
amendment.
Mr. LAwsoN.-There would still be a
Mining Board.
Mr. OUTTRIM said it would not be
the Mining Board to which the honorable
member for Brunswick desired to refe.r applications of this sort.
Honorable members wanted to get on with the Bill, and
this amendment was, to a certain extent,
beating the wind, until clause 23 was disposed of.
Once- that clause was out of the
road, he was sure that the Bill would pass
very q uickl y .
Mr. GAUNSON asked what better position the Committee would be in to deal
with the amendment of the honorable member for Brunswick, if it was decided to retain the ~1ining Boards?
He was almost
tired of pointing out the nonsense of proposing amendments of this character. He
did wish that: before honorable members
proposed amendments, they would think
how much more effective they would be if
they had even only a little knowledge.
In all our Acts of Parliament a
Minister of the Crown was spoken
of in a respectful way.
It was invariably said that the Minister might, if
he thought fit, do so-and-so, or that
the Governor in Council might, if
he thought fit, grant a lease.
In the Consolidated Statute of 1890 power was given
to the Governor in Council, if he thought
fit, to grant a mining lease. Supposing the
Committee adopted the amendment to make
the clause read" the Minister shal1." What
would be done to a recalcitrant Minister
who said "I shall not?" Who was going
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to stir him a peg if the majority in Parliament did not stir him? That was the only
legitimate way.
You must come back to
Parliament on every possible occasion. The
courts of law could not compel the Minister.
You could not mandamus the Minister. I t had never been done, and courts
of law were very chary about attempting
to put into effect legal machinery the end
of which they could not foresee. How was
a mandamus to be enforced against a Minister of the Crown, who said "I am here,
sworn upon my oath of office, to advise the
Governor, and I will not do this thing"?
The only thing that could be done was
that the Governor could turn him out of
office, and who was the Governor, if the
Governor had not a majority in Parliament at his back to support him?
The
whole thing was farcical.
It was too ridiculous to talk about, and he was amazed
at this time of day, after all that had been
said, at an honorable member using the
ridiculous expression about making it
"mandatory upon the Minister."
Mr. ELMSLIE.-It is not another monstrosity, is it?
Mr. GAUNSON said it was a monstrosity
~n language, a monstrosity in thought,
and a monstrosity in legislation.
It
was almost as much a monstrosity as
the action of the honorable member for
Geelong in making an hour's speech on a
Mining Bill, when he had only prepared
himself for it for five minutes.
He did
not pretend to have read this Bill, nor
would he, and he did not believe Members
of Parliament when they told him they had
read it.
:Members only read the particular
clauses that struck them.
They only knew
the purport of the Bill and the principles
of it, and that was all they needed to know.
The precise language in which its principles might be clothed was a matter of
very small moment. If an honorable member knew the object of the Bill he knew
The honorable member for
everything.
Maryborough had suggested that if the
,Committee decided to retain the Mining
Boards then this amendment could be considered-this poor, ill-considered, ridiculous amendment, which had got no guts in it.
. The CHAIRMAN.-Order.
Mr. GAUNSON said the expression was
perfectly correct, and he hoped honorable
member? on this (the Opposition) side were
not ternbly ~ffended, or o~herwise he might
say what Kmg James saId to one of his
courtiers, that he was not fit to carry guts
to a bear, and when he was remonstrated
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with, he apologized, and said that the gentle- in his time, andl perhaps when he was as
man was quite fit to carry guts to a bear. old as the honorable gentleman he would
He hoped the Minister would put his foot be as learned. The whole fear of honordown, and not permit this ridiculous amend- able members who opposed the amendment
ment to be any further thrashed out. Let was the fear of the jumper, but if they
them go in for a conspiracy of silence, and wanted to protect men with machinery
carry the Bill. Let there be Ministerial against the jumper there was an easy way
responsibility, and responsibility of Mem- to do it. Let them strike out the whole
bers of Parliament to their constituents, thing, and make it impossible for any man
and to Parliament as well. .
to apply for a forfeiture. Let them simply
Mr. McBRIDE expressed the hope that say that the Mines Department, under certhe advke of the honorable member for tain regulations, should see that the covenMaryborough would not be followed, be- ants were observed, and that the mining
cause at present he was rather inclined not laws were conducted in a proper manner,
to abolish the Mining Boards, but if they just the same as in the Lands Department
were going to be given this power, he would there were officers to see that the land laws
certain I y vote against having any Mining were conducted in a proper manner. A
Boards. He would sooner trust the Minis- man paid rent, and had to fulfil certain
ter with a responsibility of this sort, than conditions of responsibility or worK under
He had no fear
all the Mining Boards he had ever known. the Lands Department.
Mr. MURRAY.-Ah, you know something of the jumper, and was not protected by
special laws against the jumper, but it was
about them.
Mr. ANSTEY said he noticed that the left to the Lands Department to protect
Minister of Lands had just made one of him. He would take his stand on his right
his usual nice interjections about persons to move in this Bill, or in any other Bill,
speaking who knew something about the this or any other amendment that he thought
question. If the Committee were going to fit.
inquire as to who were qualified to speak
The amendment was negatived.
upon any question, would they permit exMr. BAILES stated that he had circuto\vn clerks, and publicans, and sinners,
and so forth to air their views on all q'ues- lated an amendment to omit from sub-clause
tions? Sometimes some men, who probably (2) all the words after " breach " to the end
had driven wood to a wharf, or had been of .the sub-clause. He did not propose to
town clerks at North Melbourne or some enlarge on the merits of this amendment,
other suburb, imagined, because they had for already too mucli time had been wasted
gone near the wharf, that they were expe1rts over some things of very little importance,
upon seamanship, and authorities on the while the bulk of the mining popUlation
Similarly, some were anxiously waiting for the passage of
science of navigation.
this Bill, mainly because they required some
men, because they had happened to be born
near the poppet-head of a mine, considered provisions whereby they would not be sent
that they were qualified to speak upon a to their death as they were being sent at
the present time. The quicker the Commining question, and that nobody else was.
mittee got on with this Bill the better it
He claimed his right to speak upon this
would be in the interests of the mining comBill, as upon any other Bill. If the prinmunity. In order to save time, as the Comciple was going to be carried out that had
mittee had decided to retain "£10," he
been advanced, nobody would be allowed to would' not proceed with his amendment.
speak upon the l~nd question unless he was
Mr. McLEOD moveda farmer or a squatter.
Mr. 1\luRRAY.-They are entitled to
That "£5" (line 24), be omitted, and "£3"
speak upon a subject, whether they are inserted.
qualified or not. The question is whether
The amendment was agreed to.
they should speak.
.
Mr. McLEOD movedMr. ANSTEY said his qualification did
That "£5" (line 26), be omitted, and" £7 "
not altogether depend upon the amount that
he had seen. There were plenty of men inserted.
The amendment was agreed to, and the
who saw a lot and learned very little.
Mr. MURRAY.-They will hear a great clause, as amended, was adopted.
lot.
Discussion took place on clause 17, proMr. ANSTEY said probably they had viding for the amendment of section 32
heard a lot from the honorable gentleman of Act No. 1514.
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Mr. McGRATH drew attention to subclause (3), which was as follows : On such inquiry the Wa~den. shall hear and
examine the parties and then witnesse~ .on oath,
and shall reduce their evidence to wntmg, and
shall forward the same, together with a report
and recommendation thereon to the Minister, and
if the Warden is of opinion that there has been
a breach of the labour covenant, or of the covenant with rega:d to' the expenditure of money,
as the case may be, and .that th~ ap~lican~ and
the persons (if any) assocIated WItI: hIm wIll be
able to provide' the labour and capItal neces~ary
for the efficient working of the land compnsed
in the demised area, or such portion thereof,
as the applicant may desire to obtain, ~e may
recommend that the lease be declared VOld as to
the whole of the demised area or of such portion
thereof as aforesaid, as the case may be,

and movedThat all the words after "as the case may
be" (line 9), down to and inclusive of the words
"may desire to obtain" be omitted.
.

He said that under the law, as It applied to-day, when an application was
made for forfeiture, it was not actually
necessary for the applicant to show that
he had sufficient means to work that claim
should the lease be forfeited, but during
the time when Mr. Burton was Minister
of Mines that honorable gentleman sent a
minute to the various Wardens recommending that this practice should be virtually
carried into 'effect, and that the person
applying for forfeiture should prove that
he had the necessary capital to work the
claim if the forfeiture followed. When
a lease was taken up by any individual or
company, they had not got to prove that
they had the necessary capital to work it,
and the lease was granted to them without
any investigation as to their means. In
many cases in quartz districts where the
reef' was outcropping, the person applying for the forfeiture' might not have the
necessary capital in cash, but he had his
labour, which was virtually his capital,
and although he could not show anything
to the Warden he might be quite as qualified to work it as any other person who
probabl y had the necessary cash. \Vhen
the, application was being considered by
the Warden, and if the forfeiture was going
to be granted, it must be remembered that
the present owner of the lease had proved
that he had not got the necessary capital by
not working the lease. Therefore, why
should the individual who applied for the
forfeiture of the lease have to prove that
he had got the necessary capital? It was
wrong in principle, and should not be made
law. The individual who applied for the
forfeiture might be able to form a company
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if he got the lease granted to him, but
probabl y he would be unable to form .a
company at the time he made. the applIcation. It would be a hardshIp upon a
man who perhaps had not the necessary
means that it should be left to the Warden
to de~ide how much capital he should
show. The Waraen might be biased, and
miaht fix the amount of necessary capital
at ~an, unnecessarily high figure, <l:n? debar
those without means from obtammg the
forfeiture of any lease. The members of
the Labour P arty were as anxious as any
other party in the House to see most of
this Bill carried into effect, especially those
parts relating to ventilation.
He ,submitted the amendment to the House, and he
trusted it would be accepted in the interests
of the poorer classes of the community.
Mr. :.\1ACKINNON said that when reading the Bill he was much struck with
the fact that a very considerable alteration
was made here. It was quite a new provision that the person who applied must
furnish, before the lease was forfeited,
some sort of evidence that he was capable
at carrying on the business.
Mr. l.\1CLEOD.-This has been the practice for years.
Mr. MACKINNON said he could understand what the Cabinet had in mind
vvhen they put in this provision, and that
was the case of a man who came along with
a view, perhaps, of ge'tting black-mail out
of the lessee.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Whv not prosecute this
man for conspiracy?
J

Mr. MACKINNON said that, as the honorable member would know, only one could
not make a conspiracy; it took more than
one swallow to make a summer.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-That is true, but you can'
prosecute a man for black-mailing.
Mr. MACKINNON said that that was
so, but it was a difficult thing to prove. He
thought it was due to the honorable gentleman that they should know the reason for
making this important alteration in the law.
It ~vould undoubtedly prevent many people
from applying for the forfeiture of leases.
Mr. :.\lcBRIDE.-We have had this very
thing for years.
Mr. MACKINNON said that it was an
extraordinary thing that the practice should
They
have been at variance with the. law.
should follow the law. He did not care
what the practice was.
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.Mr. McLES>D stated that he was just
to explaIn the reason why this altera- Mr. Argyle.
tIOn In the law was being made when tile " A. A. Billson,
h?Dorable member got up. What was pro- " Bowser,
" Boyd.
vlded for here had been the practice for " E. Cameron,
years, and the honorable member would see " E. H. Cameron,
J. Cameron,
that it. was a very proper thing to do.
" Carlisle,
Supposmg an application was made
" Cullen,
for
the
forfeliture
of
a
lease
" Duffus,
where a lot of work had been done and " Fairbairn,
it involved <l: considerable amount of ~oney " Forrest,
to start agaIn, by, say, pumping the mine " Gaunson,
" Graham,
~:)Ut, was it not fair that the person who.was
" Hunt,
m. possessio~ should carry out that work " Hutchinson,
The " ~(eogh,
\vIthout haVIng to pay black-mail.
object of this provision had been carried
out by regulation for years, and they wished Mr. Beard,
now to make it law, so that in all cases " Beazley,
" G. H. Bennett,
there should be a fair inquiry as between
" H. S. Bennett,
!he applic~nt for forfeiture and the person
" Hromley,
m posseSSIOn.
" Colechin,
g.OIn~

Mr. MACKINNON.-This enables persons
who hold leases to buy off poor persons.
Onl y the rich can attack them.

"
"
"
"
"

Lemmon,
Mackinnon,
McGrath,
McGregor,
Outtrim,

AYES.

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"

Kirkwood,
Lawson,
Livingston,
Mackey,
McCutcheon,
McKenzie,
McLeod,
" :Murra y ,
Sir Alexander Peacock,
~r. Robertson,
" Swinburne,
" 'Thomson,
" 'Yatt.
~1r.

"

1'eller8.
Bailes,
McBride.

NOES.

Mr. Prendergast,
" ~angster,
" . Smith,
" Solly,
" Toutcher,
" Waffle,
" Wilkins.
Tellers.
Mr. J. W. Billson,
" Elmslie.

Mr. McLEOD said that if this provision
Mr. SMITH remarked that, on behalf of
were not adopted that would be the case.
Mr.
Anstey, he desired to move the followA speculative action might be brought bv
a man of straw, who might go to the lessee, ing amendment:the following words be added at the· end
as had been done, and say, "How much of That
the clause-" and the recommendation of the
will you give me to withdraw my applica- 'Varden shall be enforced."
tion, or will you take me in?" In the case
referred to by the honorable member for He presumed that this would be regarded
Gre.nville, the Warden was the judge. Sup- as ~nother ~andatory provision, and as
posmg a person wanted a forfeiture of a pOSSIbly takIng away from the Minister
The
lease where the ground was quite shallow, powers that he might like to claim.
matter
would
explain
itself,
and
there
was
the Warden would say that if he had got
the labour he could work it. The Warden n~ .need for him to say much in support
In clause 53 it was provided that
of It.
jud~ed as to the power of the person applYIng for the forfeiture-as to his abilitv where a dispute had occurred between
to work the le~se. In this provision they tributers and a company, the Warden's
were now makIng law what had been car- decision was final. There was no Court of
ried out in every Warden's inquiry for Appeal there.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-That is a decision' the
years. He thought he had shown, in regard
)
to the provision, that the Government had other is a recommendation.
Mr.
SMITH
said
that
the
Warden
was
no desire to put undue difficulties in the
way of applicants; but at the same time the individual who heard the evidence, and
they did not want to allow bogus applica- he was consequently best fitted to be the
Although the Minister
tions. They wanted the applicant to show judge in the case.
would
have
the
written
evidence, the Minithat he himself was in a position to do what
he complained the other man was not ster would not have any idea of the demeanour of the witnesses, or of the manner in
doing.
'~hich the evidence was given.
The addiThe Committee divided on the question, tIOn of these words would give finality to
that the words proposed to be omitted stand the matter.
He knew that that was not
part of the clausewhat the legal: fraternity lalways liked,
and they generall v preferred to see the
Ayes
32
word "may" used instead of the word
20
Noes
:' shal.I."
Seeing that finality was required
III thIS matter, he thought the addition of
~Iajority against the amendthe words would meet the case.
ment
12
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Mr. GAUNSON remarked that the illustration which the honorable member had
given showed at once that this amendment
was not well considered.
It was said
that clause 53 stated that the decision of
the Warden should be final and conclusive,
and binding on all parties, and the reason
of that was that the parties there were fighting out a law-suit. They were litigating,
and it was the Warden's decision that was
final and conclusive, and binding on all
parties. But under this clause the Warden
was only making a recommendation, and it
would be highly improper to make the
Warden's recommendation enforceable. How
The honorable
could they enflorce it.
member said that the legal fraternity loved
" may" rather than" shall."
If May was
a fine looking girl, that would be so. But
there was a well-known maxim in law that
"the law loves finality," especially when
there was a rope about a man's neck. There
was always finality there.
But he really
did wish that some of these suggestions that
were taking up time and worrying honorable members out of their soul cases had
some sense in them.
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mendation, or to refer it back.
He would
suggest to the honorable member that he
should withdraw the amendment, because
even if it were carried, he did not see how
the Minister could obey it without an alteration of the law, requiring all applications
to be made to the Warden and not to the
Minister.

Mr. LAWSON expressed the hope that
the amendment would be withdrawn. When
a matter came be'fore the Wardens, many of
the Wardens took the view that, if a technical breach of the labour covenants was
proved, they had no di~cretion but to make
a recommendation to the Minister that the
lease should b~ forfeited.
Tr. ere were
cases on record where the Warden had said
that he was very sorry, but that a technical
objection had been proved, and he had no
option but to recommend that the lease
should be forfeited. Of course all Wardens did not take that view, and it was
questionable whether those who took the
technical and narrow view took the right
view.
Honorable members had to look
all the facts in the face. What was now
proposed in the clause was the practice,
Mr. OUTTRIM stated that he would like and they must leave power to the Minister
to point out to the honorable member who in the last instance to see that judgment
had moved this amendment that the Warden was given in accordance with equity and
was only the Minister's locum tenens. If good conscience, as was pointed out by the
the application for the lease was made to honorable member for Maryborough.
the Warden he could understand the Warden
The amendment was ne!!atived.
giving a decision.
I t would be impossible
Mr. McGRATH said that he had circufor the Minister to go around the country
hearing applications for leases, and he, lated three other amendments, but he would
not proceed with them.
therefore, appointed the Warden to act in
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
his stead. It would be a foolish thing for
the Minister to allow himself to be bound movedThat the following be added as a new subby his locum tenens.
The Minister was
simply in the position of an equity Judge, clause :-On receipt of such written evidence, the
Minister may refer the case to a Supreme Court
and he had to decide most of the points Judge,
sitting as a Court of Mines, who shall defrom an equity point of view.
During the cide such case on the written evidence, and may,
time when he (Mr. Outtrim) was Minister if he think fit, declare the case one for forfeiture
of Mines, he had to absolutely refuse to or fine, and in the case of a fine he shall name a
carry out the recommendations of some of sum. The imposition of such fine shall be at the
discretion of the Governor in Council.
the Wardens, as the recommendations were
against common sense, and wholly against He said that, in deference to the opinion
the evidence. He had the pleasure of having of the honorable member representing the
as Secretary for Mines a gentleman who had Public Service, he had substituted the word
been Warden for many years, and that offi- " rna v" for "shall" in the second line of
His object
cer was of great assistance to the Minister. his proposed new sub-clause.
The present :Minister also had a Secretary in moving this amendment was this: When
of Mines 'Who had been a Warden, and an a case seemed to be complicated, and the
excellent one, too.
There was not a better Minister referred it again to the Warden,
officer in the country than Mr. Anderson, the Warden was not likel v to alter his reThe Minister, though he
the Secretary of Mines.
Seeing that the commendation.
Warden acted for the Minister, it was neces- might understand mining thoroughly, might
sary that the Minis~er should have power not be a man acquainted with the law of
The matter, therefore, he
to refuse to carry out the Warden's recom- evidence.
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thought, should
authority.

go before

some
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other

was a matter which was fully ventilated on
second reading.
Mr. McLEOD remarked that he hoped
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-l\1ore exthe honorable member would not persist
pense and delay.
with the amendment, because this provision
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East) was intended to assist in enforcing the
said that he would take the opinion of the labour covenants. There were _many cases in
Minister upon the amendment.
Miners which the Minister did not like to forfeit,
generally felt that when an applica- but at the same time he would Eke to
tion for forfeiture was made, and the evi- punish. What was proposed in this clause
dence was taken by the Warden, and the was the law in Tasmania, and he thought
other side appealed and were called to also in Western Australia. This principle
l\Ielbourne, rightly or wrongly, evidence worked well in the other States. In a case
got in by a side-door, and not through the where a company had not carried out the
Warden.
labour covenants there might be a question
Mr. :McLEOD said he would ask the as to whether there m'ight be extenuating
honorable memher, in the interest of circumstances, and in such a case the comthe miners, not to press this amendment. If pany couTd be punished with a fine and a
he would look back he would see that this warning not to err in a similar way again.
was not a judicial inquiry, but an inquiry This provision had been adopted after full
into certain facts, and if the matter went inquiry, and he thought it would be a
on to a Judge it would cause del a y and wholesome check, because it gave them adruinOl~s expen~e; and the Judge would not ditional power of enforcing the covenants
be deciding matters of law, but matters of withoufinfl.icting the extreme penalty of forfeiture.
fact.
The amf-ndment was negatived.
:Mr. LAvVSON observed that there was
The clause was agreed to.
,
one obiectionable feature in connexion with
On clause 18, providing that in sub- this clause.
I f the matter went before'
section (I) of section 33 of the Mines Act the Minister, and the :Minister considered
J 89 7, the words
"or further hearing" be that it had been proved that the labour cove_
inserted after the words" such hearing,"
nants had not been complied with, but that
Mr. l\IcLEOD said that this merely there were extenuating circumstances, under
provided for the re-hearing as well as the this clause the Minister would inflict a fine.
hearing coming under the provisions of the But what about the applicant for forfeiture? This assumed that the man who
section.
had lodged an application for forfeiture,
The clause was agreed to.
Discussion took place on clause 19, and who had gone to considerable trouble in
collecting evidence, and had gone before the
which was as follows:Warden and substantially proved his case,
In section 34 of the Mines Act 1897, after the
words " labour covenant," there shall be inserted would be out of pocket all his costs -if the
the words "or the covenant with regard to the Minister imposed a fine.
expenditure of money, as the case may be," and
Mr. l\1cLEoD.-The applicant for the forat the end of the section there shall be added the
following words, namely :-" Provided that if, feiture would have no consideration at all
in the opinion of the Minister, the matter may be 'if the Minister decided not to allow the
adequately dealt with by the Minister he may, forfeiture.
in lieu of submitting the matter for the determination of the Governor in Council, determine
it himself, and may order the lessee to pay such
penalty as the Minister may in his discretion
think fit, and in the event of such penalty not
being paid, the Governor in Council may declare
such lease void."

Mr. BAILE S movedThat all the words after the words" as the case
may be n to the end of the clause, be struck out.

Re said that he was not going to take up
the time of the Committee except to point
out his amendment would not give the Minister power to inflict a fine in case of noncompliance with the labour covenant. This

Mr. LAWSON said that that was right.
The applicant for the forfeiture took his
chance. If he did not prove his case, he
had to bear the trouble and expense; but if
he ma3e out a case, all the satisfaction he
got was tbat the lessee was fined, while he
himself was out of pocket all the same.
Mr. MACKINNON stated that there was
a good deal in what the honorable member
for Castlemaine advanced.
Under this
provision they were giving the Minister a
rather unenviable option. It might be a
case right on the margin, and the Minister
might nave tfie unpleasant duty of fining

JJIines Acts

F~trther

[18 AUG., ] 904.J

the lessee, which would no doubt be very
much preferable to the lessee than forfeiting the lease. The country, however, had
got on well without this option, and he
thought it was a dangerous option to give.
Unless he heard some strong reason in its
favour he intended to vote against it.
Mr. BAILE S said he was sorry that he
could not see his way clear to adopt the
suggestion of the Minister. The Warden
would hav~ made an exhaustive inquiry, and
recommended that a lease be forfeited. The
matter then would go to the "Minister, and
very probably there would be an appeal.
If there was not an appeal, it was presumed
the Minister would act on the Warden's
recommendation, as the Minister would not
feel inclined to interfere with it. The Minister would act on the provision after an exhaustive inquiry had been made before him.
And having thoroughly satisfied himself that
there had been a non-compliance with the
labour oovenants, there should be no consideration paid to that man who was
shepherding the lease.
They were only
holding out all. inducement to the
shepherder. The whole of the mining press
of Victoria was at one in condemning this
proposal of the }\,finister.
Mr. GAUNSON said the Minister ought
to be able to exercise some oompassion in
the interests of the people of this country
wherever it was legitimately called for.
The Minister was responsible to Parliament,
the Members of Parliament were responsible
to their constituents, and he (Mr. Gaunson)
would vote for the Minister having this
power.
Mr. McLEOD stated that section 40 of
Tasmanian Mines Act provided that-

~h~

"Where it is proved to the satisfaction of a Commissioner of Mines that a lessee has failed to comply with the covenants or conditions of his lease
with regard to the employment of men or expenditure of money, it shall be lawful for such
Commissioner to order such lessee to forfeit and
pay for a first default a penalty not exceeding
the sum of £25, and for a second or subsequent
default, occurring at least three months after a
penalty has been ordered to be paid for a first
default, a penalty not exceeding the sum of £50;
or such Commissioner may, in his discretion, for
a second or subsequent default, in lieu of ordering payment of any penalty, order that the lease
of such lessee shall be declared forfeited.

In the Western Australian Gold-fields Act,
section 45 contained the following:"Provided
the labour
lawful for
alternative

that in the case of a first breach of
conditions or regulations, it shall be
the Governor to impose a fine as an
to forfeiture, and the whole or any
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portion of such fine may, in the discretion of the
Governor, be awarded to the applicant for for·
feiture.

Finding this provision was working well in
the other States, and provided a means of
dealing with the lessee who had perhaps not
sufficient Iv canied out the labour covenants,
but had' not offended enough to warrant
the forfeiture of his lease, he came to the
conc1usion that it would be well to enact
a similar provision here, where it would act
as a warning to offenders of this class. If
permitted, .he intended to bring in a Bill
to amend the Mining Development Act,
and he proposed to provide that fines of
this sort should go to the development of
mining, as well as fines inflicted for
breaches of covenants.
Mr. MACKINKON said he did not
know that the Minister's statement was a
complete answer to the argument of the
honorable member for Castlemaine.
It
appeared that a somewhat similar system
prevailed in Western Australia and Tasmania, where the Minister had the option
of inflicting a fine, instead of forfeiting the
lease, but it would be a most disappointing result to the applicant for forfeiture
who had gone to the Warden's Court and
before the Minister to discover that all that
happened was that tEe lessee was fined.
That would be no satisfaction to the man
who wanted to get the lease forfeited and
step into the dead man's shoes.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-The appli- ..
cant for forfeiture does not always want
that; he very often wants cash.
Mr. MACKINNON said that might be
the case in some instances, but it would be
very unfair to assumE! that black-mail was
the only motive of men who took proceedings with a view to the forfeiture of minjn~
leases. The Minister would admit that it
was not a pleasant thing for him to have
to decide whether he should inflict a fine
of £20 or forfeit the lease. This appeared
to be leaving a great deal too much to the
Minister's discretion, and, therefore, he
did not think they ought to follow the practice of \Vestern Australia and Tasmania
in this regard.
The Committee divided on the question
that the words proposed to be omitted
sta~d part of the c1auseAyes
30
Noes
22
Majority againf3t the amendment

8
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AYES.

Mr. Argyle,
" Bent,
"

Bo\vser,

"
"

E. Cameron,
E. H. Cameron,
J. Cameron,
Carlisle,

"
"
"

Cullen,

"
"
.,
"
"

Duffus,
Fairbairn,
Forrest,
Gaunson,
Graham,
Harris,
Hunt,
Hutchinson,

"
"

Mr. Keogh,
"
"

Kirkwood.
Livingston,

"
"

Mackey,
McCutcheon,
II
McKenzie,
" McLeod,
" Murray,
Sir Alexander Peacock,
Mr. Robertson,
" Swinburne,
" Thomson.

Tellers.
Mr. Boyd,
" McBride.
NOES.

Mr. Beard,
" Beazley,
" G. H. Bennett,
" H. S. :Bennett,
" A. A. Billson,

"
"
"
"
"
"

J. \Y. Billsol1,
Bromley,
Colechin,
Elmslie,
Lemmon,
Mackinnon,
:M cGrath,

Mr.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

McGregor,
0uttrim,
Prendergast,
Sangster,
Smith,
Solly,
Toutcher,
Wilkins.

Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
" Lawson.
PAIRS.

Sir Samuel Gillott.
Mr. Watt.

Mr. \Varde.
Morrissey.

I"

..

clause

22,

Notwithstanding anything contained in the
Mines Acts the pendency of an application for
a lease or licence, or for the renewal of a lease,
shall cease if the Governor in Council at any
time declares that such application has been
abandoned by the applicant. An application for
a lease shall be, as the case may require, granted,
refused, or declared abandoned within twelve
calendar months from the date of the application.

Mr. LAWSON said be

b~gged

was, that the pendency ceased ,,,hen notice
appeared in the Government Gazette/but
it actually ceased, according to a recent decision, when the Governor had signed
the Order in Council.
Now thev wanted
to put werybody on a fair footing, in the
event of the application being refused, or
abandoned j and to do that, it was necessary to declare that the pendency ceased,
and the protection ended when the notice
appeared in the Government Gazette. He
understood that the Minister v{Quld accept
this amendment.
M,r. McLEOD stated that he had already intimated to the honorable member
that
he had gone
into the
whole matte.r, and was prepared to
agree
to this. amendment.
At the
time the question was raised before, he was
not aware of Mr. Justice Hodges' decision,
which had thrown some doubt on the previous practice. He (Mr. McLeod) intended
to s'ubmit an amendment on clause 36,
which would make the' matter perfectly
clear.
The amendmen~ was agreed to.
Mr. McGRATH movedThat the word "twelve" be omitted, and the
word "six" be inserted in lieu thereof.

The clause was agreed to.
Discussion took place on
which was as follows:-

Amendment Bill.

to move-

That after 'the word" applicant" (line 6) the
following words be inserted ;-" Provided that
the pendency of an application for a lease or
licence, or for the renewal of a lease shall not
cease until a notice is published in the Government Gazette that such application has been
granted or refused or is abandoned."

He said he had taken the same words as
the Minister had used in an amendment of
which the honorable gentleman had given
notice), dealing practically with the same
principle, an amendment that had not yet
been dealt with.
When he previously
moved an amendment on this subject, the_
proposal was negativeld on a division, sim.
ply because there was a misapprehension
in the minds of some honorable members
with regard to that proposal. The position
was this. The general impression outside

He said that in some of the large leases
on private property there was considerable
difficulty in arranging with the land-owners
with regard to compensation, but six months
should be quite: long enough to. determine
the matter. Honorable members had complained about shepherding, but this very
clause provided that a man might have the
opportunity of virtually holding a lease for
twelve months, during which period nobody could apply for its forfeiture.
If
the Minister did not see fit to accept his
amendment with regard to leases on private property, he hoped that, at all events,
the honorable gentleman would reduce the
period in the case of leases on Crown lands
to three months.
People should not be
allowed to monopolize areas of auriferous
country by applying for leases and stringing out their applications for as long as
they possibly could.
He would like to
hear the views of the Minister on that
question.
Mr. McLEOD said he 'Would point out
to the honorable member that as the law
now stood Crown lands and private property might be taken up in one mining
lease. This clause simply brought the law
with regard to Crown lands into line with
the law with regard to private property.
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He had known cases where it had taken
fifteen months to get a lease comprising
partly Crown lands and partly private property.
1\1r. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Was that
delay justifiable?
:Mr. McLEOD said that at one time
these leases were granted without any consideration, as long as the occupier signed
his consent, but owing to a Supreme Court
decision, the :Mines Department found that
if they granted a lease without getting the
consent of all parties interested-occupier,
owner, and mortgagee, if any-they were
liable for damages.
Consequently, the
last few years the Mines Department had
taken care to be satisfied that, not only was
the occupier but also the owner and the
mortgagee, if there was one, had been consulted and their consent obtained.
It was
necessarv to retain this provision in order
to bring "the law with regard to Crown lands
into line with the law relating to private
property.
He would, therefore, ask the
honorable member not to press his amendment.
:\1r. GAUNSON said he would like to
know why an applicant should have his application refused if a lease was not granted
in twelve months?
The applicant might
have done everything he couid, and yet
have his application refused through the
laxity of a public department.
Of course,
the amendment 'Would make matters still
worse.
A thi.ng of this kind ought to be
left to the discretion of the Minister. Whenever a lease could be issued, let it be issued.
:\lr. McLEOD.-I am reducing the Minister's discretion wherever it is possible to do
so.
:\1r. McGRATH.-Will you not alter this
in regard to Crown lands?
}[r. McLEOD.-This clause only deals
with Crown lands.
:\1r. McGRATH expressed the opinion
that the matter should be determined within
six months, in connexion with Crown lands
at any rate. \Vhy should twelve months be
allowed? It simply meant stringing out
applications.
Sir ALEX/ANDER PEACOCK said
there was a case in the Ararat district where
there ,\"as great difficulty in getting the
necessary documents signed. In the Mines
Act 1897 power was given for the consolidation of leases. Previously. if a mine embraced a piece of Crown land, and a piece
of private property adjoining, it was necessary to take out two leases. That caused
friction and trouble. In the Ararat case
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difficulty was caused through the landowner having died, and the trustees being
out of the State. Provision was made for
what was called substituted service, in cases
where the person who ought to be served
with notice was out of the State. In one
case, at Ballarat East, the lease comprised
sixty to eighty small holdings, and. great
delay was necessarily involved in serving
notices and getting the necessary signatures.
It would not follow that the full twelve
months allowed by this clause would be
taken. He thought the clause was all right
as it stood.
Mr. KIRKWOOD expressed the opinion
that twelve months was quite little enough.
In one case in connexion with private property it took two years. A lease was granted
by the Warden, and the compensation was
assessed, but the land-owner took the applicants to several Courts, and after spending
a lot of money in legal expenses they had
to buy him out at last. It would be unwise
to adopt the amendment, because in the
case of a mine comprising partly Crown
land and partly private property a lease of
the Crown land might be obtained in six
months if the amendment was adopted,
while a lease of the private property might
not be obtainable under two years. Meanwhile, in consequence, the Crown lands portion of the claim might be lost.
The amendment was negatived, and the
clause, as amended, was agreed to.
Clauses 23 to 27 inclusive were postponed.
Discussion took place on clause 33,
which was as follows:For section eighty-eight of the Mines Act 1897
there shall be substituted the following section,
namely:-'
88. (I) Every mining lease under this Part of
this Act may, with the consent of the Governor
in Council, be at any time surrendered.
(2) It shall be lawful for the Governor in the
name and on behalf of His Majesty to grant to
the person surrendering such lease, and the executors, administrators, o,r assignees of such a person a mining lease for any term not exceeding
flfteen years of the whole or any part of the
land demised by such surrendered lease; and
any such new lease may, with the like consent, be
renewed subject to the provisions of this Part ~rom
time to time, for any period not exceeding fifteen
years at each renewal.
(3) Such new lease shall be at the rent for the
time being, chargeable by law in respect of a
mining lease, and shall be subject to the cove·
nants and conditions prescribed by the regulations for the time being in force, and to such
covenants and conditions as to the Governor in
Council shall seem fit.
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(4) Before any such new lease is granted the
person intended to be the lessee shall pay such
fine not exceeding £10, as the Governor in Council
shall direct.

Mr. KIRKWOOD moved That the word "fifteen" in sub-clause (2) be
omitted, and the words" twenty-one" be inserted
in lieu thereof.

He said he moved this amendment at the
request of some land-owners, and thought
the Minister might grant the concession, as
all the other States had fixed on twenty-one
years.
Mr. McLEOD said he had an open mind
on this matter, and if the Committee wished
to accept the amendment he was willing to
do so.
Mr. PRENDERGAST expressed the
hope that no alteration would be made in
this clause. He trusted that the Minister
would stand by the clause in its present
form.
The amendment was negatived.
Mr. BAILE S movedThat in sub-clause (4) "£10" be struck out,
and "£5" inserted.

Mr. McLEOD said he would ask the
honorable member to withdraw this amendment. The sub-clause merely brought the
:Mines Bill into line with the Mining on
Private Property Act. As a rule, the fine
inflicted was rarely more than £1, but it
was necessary to make provision for a
hea vier fine to meet gross cases.
The amendment was negatived.
The clause -was agreed to.
On clause 36, which was as follows:Notwithstanding anything contained in Part
II. of the Mines Act 1897 the pendency of an
application for a lease, or for the renewal of a
lease under the said Part, shall cease if the Governor in Council declares that such application
has been abandoned by the applicant--

:Mr. McLEOD movedThat all the ,vords after "shall" (line 4), be
struck out, and the following inserted :-" not
cease until notice is published in the Government Gazette that such application for a lease,
or for the renewal of a lease, has been granted,
refused, or declared abandoned."

He said that this would merely bring the
clause into line with what the Committee
had already decided. He might mention
that he proposed to do away with the very
objectionable manner in which people lay
in wait for the .Government Gazette in order
to peg out leases. Provision would be made
by regulation to do away with that practice.
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The amendment was agreed to, and the
clause, as amended, was adopted.
On clause 41, providing general rules to
be observed in every mine,
Mr. BAILES drew attention to sub-clause
(I), relating to ventilation. He said it was
there provided, inter aliaAn adequate amount of ventilation. . . '. .
as may be ordered in each case by the Minister,
shall be constunt1y produced in every mine.

He begged to moveThat the word" Minister" be struck out, and
"inspector of mines" inserted.

There was no necessity for him to take up
the time of the Committee in speaking upon
this amendment. The subject had already
been very fully debated. The object of the
amendment was simply to place power in
the hand3 of the inspector of mines instead
of delaying the matter by requiring him to
report to the Minister, who would then
authorize the carrying out of the Inspector's
recommendations. In common with a great
many other honorable members, he contended that the chief feature of this Bill
was the provisions it contained to safeguard the health of the miner. If these
matters were left in the hands of the in'spector there would be no delay, and if
any of the parties felt aggrieved with his
orders there would be no difficulty in a ppealing to the Minister.
j\'fr. McLEOD said he regretted he was
unable to accept the amendment. Honorable members must bear in mind that the
powers given in this and the succeeding
sub-clauses might involve any mining com~
pany in an enormous amount of expense.
With the present knowledge with regard to
ventilation, and the imperative necessity
that there was for an improvement in that
respect, there was no fear of any delay
ocurring.
Tee inspector of mines was
not amenable to this House, but the Minister was responsible to Parliament. It must
not be forgotten that cases had occurred
wlhere the miners themselves had appealed
to the Minister against orders given by
the inspector, which they considered unnecessary. It would be putting a dangerous power in the hands of the inspectors
to enable them to order large sums' to be
spent by companies, perhaps unnecessarily. This question had been carefully
considered, :md the Government had given
the inspectors ::!.s much power as they felt
they) could safely do with justice to all
~ he parties concerned.
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The Committee divided on the question
that the word proposed to be omitted stand
part of the sub-clauseAves
28
Noes
24
1\Ia jority against the amendment

4

AYES.

Mr. Argyle,
" Bent,
" Bowser,
" E. Cameron.
" E. H. Cameron,
" J. Ca.meron,
" Carl isle,
" Cullen,
.,

DU'ffus,

" Forrest,
,. Gaunson,
" Graham,
" Han'ig,
" Hunt,
'" Hutchinson,

Mr. K~ogh,
" Livingston,
Mackey,
,. McBride.
" McKenzie,
" McLeod,
" Murray,
Sir Alexander Peacock,
Mr. Robertson,
" Swinburne,
" Thomson.
Tellers.
Mr. Boyd,
" 'Vatt.
NOES.

Mr. Beard,
" Beazley,
" G. H. Bennett,
" H. S. Bennett.
" A. A. Hillson,
, " J. 'V. Hillson,
" Bromley,
" Colechin,
" Elmslie,
" Hannah,
" Kirkwood,
" Lemmon,
" Mackinnon,

Mr. McGrath,
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

McGregor,
Outtrim,
Prendergast,
Sa,ngster,
Smith,
Solly,
Toutcher,
Wilkins.
l'elle1'8.

Mr. Bailes,
"

Lawson.

:.\Jr. BAILES said that further on it
was provided by sub-clause (r) thatUpon the order of an inspector of mines,
authorized by the Minister, owners shall construct
such connecting drives where the works are not
more than 300 feet apart for ventilation and
escape at their joint expenses, and where deemed
necessary for the purposes of ventilation by an
inspector of mines, all levels shall be connected
with winzes upon the order of such inspector,
authorized by the Minister.

,He, begged to moveThat the words "authorized by the, Minister"
be omitted.

He said he did not propose to divide the
Committee on this amendment, because it
was really contingent on the previous one,
but he would take advantage of this opportunity of saying that he thought the
remarks of the Minister in connexion with
the previous amendment were somewhat of
a reflection on his officers.
Surely the
inspectors of mines had been chosen for
their qualifications, and were competent
men?
They must be men in whom the
Department "had confidence, and he was
very sorry that the Minister should seem
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to infer that those officers were likely to
give such orders as would run mine-O'.vners
into unnecessary expense.
Mr. McLEoD.-They may do that in all
good faith, and still it may be unnecessary.
Mr. BAILES said that surely if the
inspector had to report to the Minister, and
the Minister on the strength of that report
authorized the inspector to carry out the
work, the Minister must have sufficient confidence in the inspector to adopt his recommendation.
There seemed no reason
whatever why any such delay should take
place.
It was quite true that the inspectors were not responsible to this House, but
they were responsible to the Minister, and
there could be no question about the responsibility of the Minister to this Assembly.
If the inspectors failed to do
their duty, or acted in an unfair manner
with a view to harassing the mine-owners
or doing injustice to the miners, the House
would very soon deal with the Minister.
He ventur~d to say that of all the amendments that had been proposed none would
be more conducive to the benefit of the
'miners and, he thought, in a secondarv
degree, to the mine-owners themselve~,
than giving power to the inspector to carry
out all the necessary works to bring about
the proper ventilation of the mines. Proper ventilation meant better health for the
miner, and better health for the miner meant
a benefit to the mining industry, cecause
when the miner was working under healthv
conditions he would be able to do bett~r
work for his employer.
Mr. TOUTCHER said he wished to support the honorable member for Bendigo
East in asking t~e Minister to allow this
power to be exercised by the Inspectors of
l\'Iines.
The delay that would be involved
in the sub-clause as it stood would not promote the carrying out of the desires of those
who wished to preserve the health of the
miners.
The evidence of medical men
had
been quoted In
this Chamber
as
to the ravages of that dread
scourge known as miners' complaint.
He believed that it was the unanimous
wish of all those honorable members who
repre~ented mining constituencies that the
Minister should adopt this amendment.
Surely the honorable gentleman did not
wish to exercise the power of a Czar. The
autocracy of this Bill was something fearful to contemplate. The honorable member for the Public Service, of course, was
one who would dispense entirely with Parliament.
"'
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Mr. GAUNSON rose to a point of
order. He was not the member for the
Public Service.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-" Public Servants," I
said.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was not the
member for the Public Servants either. He
was the representative of the Public
Officers.
Mr. TOUTCHER said that the honorable member representing the Public Officers would leave the whole of this power
in the hands of the Minister. That might
be right enough if the motion of which the
honorable member for Essendon had given
notice with regard to elective Ministries
had been passed. The Minister then would
become an autocrat, out at the present time we had responsible government.
If all these powers were to be vested in
the Minister there would be no place for
Members of Parliament at all.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Yes, there
will be.
That is where we can get at
him.
Mr. TOUTCHER said it was impossibie
to trace every little act of the Minister,
and there would be all kinds of evasions
and postponements. Honorable members
knew verv ,veIl that mine-owners were able
to exerci;e a little influence, and sometimes
a great deal of influence. One honorable
member had said that influence came in by
certain doors, and while no one would reflect on the present Minister, these powers
ought to be left to officers who had practical experience.
They were appointed
for the purpose of carrying out these
duties. Thev visited the mines, and saw
what was ne~essary.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Do you think that in~
fluence may not be exercised on the inspector?
Mr. TOUTCHER said not to the same
extent, because that officer would soon have
any lax conduct brought under the notice
of his superior officers. In the case of
the Factories Act the inspector was allowed
to exercise -powers of this kind, without the
authority of the Minister.
Mr. :MURRAy.-No, he is not.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-No prosecution can take place \vithout the authority
of the Minister.
Mr. TOUTCHER said that, at all events,
the factories inspector could order certain
things to be done.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-No; the Minister does that.
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Mr. TO UTCHER said he considered
these powers should be given to the Inspector of Mines in the interests of miners
themselves, and no influence should be allowed to be used with the ?vlinister to cause
delay in carrying out the orders of the inspector.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was still on the
old tack. The Minister must be responsible
to Parliament, and Parliament must
be responsible to the people. Were honorable members going to make the inspector
the master of the Minister? What absurd
nonsense the whole thing was.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Why does a policeman
arrest a man·? Why does he not go to the
Chief Commissioner of Police to get his
authority?
Mr. GAUNSON said if the policeman
arrested the man without cause the man had
an action for wrongful arrest, but the Minister was the chosen of the representatives
of the people, who were undoubtedly responsible to the people, and the honorable
member who moved this amendment was
trying to whittle away that responsibility,
and to hand over the Government of the
country to mere officials. We had had more
than enough of that in this country. At
present every Minister was responsible to
this House, and this House was responsible
to its constituents. That was the ancient
way of the Constitution, and he (Mr. Gaunson) was now too old a dog to learn new
tricks.
Mr. McLEOD stated that he had considered this matter very carefully, and if
he could have seen his way clear to leave
this power in the hands of the inspectors
he would have done so. But under this
clause an Inspector of Mines could put a
company to an expense of, perhaps, £r,ooo.
The Mines Department stood to do equal
justice to both sides, and in connexion with
work involving such a large expenditure it
was necessary that there should be the
fullest consideration. He felt satisfied that,
with our present knowledge as to ventilation, and the urgent requirements of the
miners in that direction, no Minister would
delay the matter unnecessarily. If he did,
this House would very soon deal with him.
The amendment was negatived.
Mr. BAILES said he would not proceed
with the other amendments in sub-clause
(r), of which he had given notice, because
they were practicall y decided by' the rejection of the amendments just dealt with.
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He wished, however, to draw attention to
sub-clause (2) which was as follows : No hole shall be bored or drilled by machinery
underground unless a jet or spray of water shall
be directed and kept directed into such hole in
such a manner and to such an extent as is necessary to prevent the issue of dust from such hole
during such drilling or boring operations, or unless some other means are adopted, which, in the
opinion of the inspector, are sufficient to prevent
any nuisance being caused by such dust. But in
places in a mine where the air temperature is over
80 degrees Fahrenheit the Minister may, if he
is satisfied that the use of such jet or spray would
be injurious to the health of the miners engaged,
authorize the boring or drilling of hole~ by machinery without the use of such jet or !>pray of
water.

Upon this sub-clause he intended to move
an amendment, and although he was anxious
to assist the Minister in getting the Bill
through, the matter was one upon which he
must occupy the time of the Committee for
a few moments.
Mr. McLEOD stated that he had considered this matter. He understood there
were places in wet mines where the spray
was unnecessary and might be injurious.
He therefore intended later on to move an
amendment in order to make the latter part
of the sub-clause read as followsBut in places in a mine where the Minister is
satisfied that the use of such jet or spray would
be injurious to the health of the miners engaged,
the Minister may authorize the boring or drilling
of holes by machinery without the use of such
jet or spray of water.

Mr. BAILES said that he could not
accept the amendment . suggested by the
Minister. He begged to move-That all the words after the word "dust"
(line 9) be struck out.
.

He said that this matter was fought out in
the last session of the last Parliament, when
Professor Gregory, who was undoubtedly
one of the greatest geologists we had ever
had in Victoria, recommended the inclusion
of the latter part of the clause which he
(Mr. Bailes) now proposed to strike out.
Professor Gregory advised the then Minister of Mines (Mr. E. H. Cameron) that the
use of the spra. y in an atmosphere of over
80 degrees would have the effect of supersa'turating that atmosphere to such an extent that the injuries which the miners were
likely to derive thereby would be greater
than any injury they could possibly get
through breathing the dust. He (Mr.
Bailes) had endeavoured to demonstrate in
his second-reading speech on this Bill how
the miner in' all the dry mines of the State
was breathing an atmosphere that might
almost be described as consisting of solid
Session 1904.-[381
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dust. There were no less than 800,000
particles of dust in each cube of air of about
a quarter of an inch in diameter.
The
effect of the spray or jet, or atomizer, was to
prevent that dust from rising. The dust
was made at the most alarming rate, owing
to the action of the rock drills, as well as
from other causes. Professor Gregory certainl y did advise the Minister that it would
be
better
not
to
insist
on
the
spray in cases of high temperature-that
it would be better not to insist on using
the spray in these cases.
He vvould read
a few extracts to show what little knowledge Professor Gregory had of the state
of affairs down belowDr. Orme Masson said that Dr. Gregory, who
would have been present that night if he had not
been obliged to be out of town, had asked him
to obtain the opinion of the society on the question whether it was advisable to use water jets
or sprays in hot mines (say over 80 degrees F.),
where, if these were used, the humidity of the
atmosphere would be consequently very high.
Dr. Martin, until recently Professor of Physiology
at the University of Melbourne, had expressed an
opinion decidedly adverse to the use of water
in these hot mines.

Mr.' LAwsoN.-What society is it?
Mr. BAILES said it was the society
before which Mr. Gepp read this paper.
Mr. J\1uRRAY.-"\Vhat is Mr. Gepp?
Mr. BAILE S said he was a scientist.
The figures that he quoted, on the second
reading, in regard to the dust in the mines
were given by Mr. Gepp in this paperThe danger in the use of water sprays arise&
when it tends to convert hot and incompletely
saturated air into air that is hot and saturated"
and therefore unendurable. Dr. Masson, whilst
disclaiming any personal experience of the use
of sprays in mines, put forward as a suggestion
the possibility of sometimes usmg oil in the form
of a spray.

A gentleman who had no experience could
be readily pardoned for suggesting that oil
Dr. Cowan, who was
should he used.
one of the best authorities in the medical
profession on miners' complaint, and had
devoted more time than anyone else in the
profession to making experiments, and had
actually taken trips down below to satisfj'
himself, also gave his opinionDr. Cowan said that whilst holding the highest
opinion of Dr. Martin's skill and knowledge, he
thought that he had looked at the question of the
use of water sprays from a theoretical point of
view. In his opinion, there could be no question
about the fact that dust would be more injurious
than a humid atmosphere.

Dr. Sisca gave a similar opinionMr. H. W. Gepp, in reply, expressed a decided
preference for a hot, moist atmosphere as against
one containing 400,000 quartz particles per cubic
centimetre.
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The language of the working miners though
piain, was forcible, and they declared that
thev would rather be boiled than choked.
If'this proviso were left in the hands of
the Minister, it would open the door for
doing away with the sprays in a great many
There would be
necessarv instances.
trouble enough to get the miners to attend
to the spray j there would be too many of
them ready to take the risk regardless of
the risk to their fellow workmen.
The
evidence that was given in the tests reported on by Mr. Gepp showed convincingly
how absolutely necessary it was to have
spray~, jets, or atomizers.
Seeing that
this proviso was inserted in the Bill purely
on the suggestion of Professor Gregory,
who candidly admitted, by his requests to
the society addressed by Mr. Gepp, that
he had no practical knowledge, and whose
ideas were refuted bv the statements of
medical men of experience, sur,=ly, tinder
the circumstances, the ~Iinister would see
his wav clear to withdraw that part of the
He hoped the Minister would
proposal.
accept the amendwent. He never was
more sincere nor earnest in pleading for
consideration at the hands of members in
the interests of a body of men going to
their doom daily, and all through the fault
of Our laws.
He congratulated the Minister of Mines in the debate on the second
reading, and he congratulated him again
on bis eff0rts in connexion with this matter.
If the Minister retained these words
in the Bill, there were no mines in Bendigo,
except one or two, that he could not order
the sprays -'not to be used in. Speaking from
practical experience of almost daily visits
to the mines, he could say that the condition of affairs was such that the retention
of these words would do the miners a great
injustice.
Mr. McLEOD said he gave the honorable member for Bendigo East the fullest
credit for his sinceritv in this matter, but
he took credit for bei~g just as earnest as
the honorable member.
He must remind
him of the fact that he endeavoured to impress upon the House, in moving the second
reading of the Bill, that they were not
legislating for Bendigo alone.
1V1r. BAILES.-YOU have not got a mine
elsewhere to compare with the mines in
Bendigo for heat.
Mr. McLEOD said there were certain
places where sprays might be used. . He
was proposing now what was a. fair compromise, for he proposed to omit temperature altogether.
He would direct atten-
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tion to the words at the cammer. cement of
sub-clause (2)No hole shall be bored or drilled by machinery

underground unless a jet or spray of water shall
be directed, and kept directed, into such hole.

Those words applied to the whole State, and
The water might be
not Bendigo alone.
issuing from the face of the hole. He proposed to alter the sub-clause.
Mr. BAILES.-Why not insert the. word
" wet" ?
We know there is no use for a
spray in a wet mine.
Mr. McLEOD said that without that
word it would be necessary to use the spray
everywhere.
He must ask the honorable
member to be reasonable, for the circumstances were widely different in different
portions of the State, and there were other
places as well as Bendigo.
Mr. SMITH said members had to consider the health of their constituents, and
even though it might not be possible to.
have one law to apply generally, yet if the
working in a wet place practically did away
with the necessity of using the sprayMr. McLEoD.-This is a compulsory
provision. If the amendment 'were carried,
the spray would have to be used in wet as
well as dry mines.
Mr. SMITH said that if the l\-1inister
would amend the sub-clause so as to make
the proviso apply to wet mines, it would be
all right, but as it stood it would apply to
the whole State, and he intended to vote for
the amendment
Mr. BAILE S stated that he did not
think it was fair of the Minister to be continually referring to the fact that there
were other places as well as Bendigo, for
that would lead people to believe that he
wanted legislation for Bendigo alone.
Bendigo was the only place where it 'Was
absolutely necessary that sprays should be
used.
There was no other place that had
mines 4 000 feet deep, and where men had
to go d~\Vn to places \vhere there was little
or no ventilation.
There was no other
place where men had to breathe an atmosphere of solid dust.
In a wet plat at 900
feet there 'Were about 90,000 particles of
dust per cubic centimetre, as c~mpared :vith
300,000 in the streets of Ben.dlgo. But m a
dry cross-cut in the same mme there were
800,000.
The water kept the dust down.
He would withdraw his amendment if the
Minister would insert the words "but in
places in wet mines where the air temperature is over 80 degrees."· He was fighting for the health of the miner, and he
would continue to do so.
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1\1r. GAUNSON remarked that this was
a very important matter, and as the Committee had got up to clause 41 he thought
the Minister of Mines might now see his
way to move that progress be reported, so
that· members might resume consideration
of this question in a calmer atmosphere,
where there 'Were not so many particles of
dust.
Mr. McBRIDE said he hoped the Minister would accept the suggestion of the honorable member for Bendigo East. He spoke
as one who was the first in the House to
bring up the question of using sprays.
There had been no keener advocate for
this provision than the honorable member
fqr Bendigo East.
Mr. PRENDERGAST observed that if
the words suggested by the honorable member for Bendigo East were omitted the intention of the Minister could be fully carIn the introduction to the rules
ried out.
it was stated "The following general rules
shall, so far as may be reasonably practicable, be observed in every mine." If the
words referred to were omitted it was not
likely that the Minister would consider it
reasonably practicable to have the spray
used in wet mines. But he could insist on'
having it used in dry mines.
Mr. l\lcLEOD said he gave the honorable member for Bendigo East the greatest
credit for sincerity, and everyone must
a-dmire the way in which he had taken up
The words in
the cause of the miners.
the first portion of the sub-clause were imperative, but he proposed to make an alteration that he thought would meet the case.
He proposed to insert after the words
" places in a mine" the words" where owing
to a sufficiency of water being present to
prevent dust or for other sufficient cause."
Mr. BAILES said he would withdraw
his amendment.
The amendment was withdrawn.
Mr. McLEOD moved-
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Mr. BAILES called attention to paragraph c, which was as follows:Explosives when taken from the magazine for
use in the workings, shall be conveyed direct
down the shaft to such workings, and shall not
be taken for use into the workings of the mine
except in a secure! y covered case or canister, con
taining not more than eight pounds of gun
powder or five pounds of nitro-glycerine com
pound,

and movedThat the word "eight" be struck out, with a
view of inserting" fifteen."

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. BAILE S movedThat the word "five" be omitted, with a view
of inserting the word "ten."

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. McBRIDE remarked that according
to the paragraph there was to be only one
canister, and he thought it would be necessary to have two.
Mr. BAILE S called attention to subclause (25), which was as follows:I'Vhen chains are employed as couplings to
cages or tanks, two single-link chains of uniform
size shall be used for each coupling,

and movedThat the word "gigs" be inserted after the
word "cages."

He said that the gig 'Was the apparatus on
which the men travelled while repairing a
shaft.
There was no work carried on in
mines where it was more necessary to have
safety appliances.
The amendment was agreed to.
i\lr. BAILE S drew attention to subclause (27), which was as follows:Every cage and every baling tank and
skip, if so ordered by an inspector of mines
used fn a m'ine, shall be fitted with special and
suitable appliances to prevent its sudden fall
down a shaft, and also a safety hook with suitable detaching appliances fixed to the poppet
heads to prevent it coming into contact with the
poppet heads, and no safety hook shall be used
that will not supend a cage at the poppet head
when detached from the ropes.
.

He said that he desired to move an amendment to insert "and every gig" after
That the words" the air temperature is over 80 " cage."
degrees Fahrenheit the Minister may, if he is"
Mr. l\IcLEoD.-How can you attach
be omitted.
safety appliances to a repairing gig?
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. BAILES said that was what used
Mr. McLEOD movedto be said about the baling tanks, but they
That after the word "where" (line 10), the were put on the tanks now.
If the inwords" owing to a sufficiency of water being pre- spector ordered it there would be no diffisent to prevent dust or other sufficient cause, the
culty in fixing the. apparatus on the gigs.
Minister may, if" be inserted.
Perhaps after the lives of one or two men
The amendment was agreed to.
had been sacrificed here, as happened in
On sub-clause (4), relating to the storage Western Australia the other day, it might
and use of gunpowder and other explosives, dawn on those who took exception to having
[38]-2
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safety appliances. on gigs, that it was possible after all to affix them without difficulty.
Mr. McLEOD movedThat the words "and every baling tank and
skip, if so ordered by an inspector of mines," be
omitted, and that the following words be added
.at the end of a sub-clause-" and every baling
tank, skip, and gig, if so ordered by an inspector
of mines, shall be fitted in like manner."

He said that as the sub-clause read at present a cage was only to be fitted with safety
a ppliances if ordered by the inspector of
mines, whereas it ought to be so fitted in
any case. This arose through an error in
drafting.
Mr. SMITH asked in what way skips
were fitted with safety gear? Could a skip
b~ so fitted?
:Mr. BOYD.-Yes.
Mr. McLEoD.-We have taken the recommendation of the Mining Conference in
this case.
Mr. SMITH said that if safety appliances could be fitted at all it should be
It should not be left to an
compulsory.
inspector of mines, and the.re should be no
exception whatever, because if skips were
used on travelling roads on which men
walked there was always the liability of
the rope breaking, and if a skip got away
men's lives would be in danger quite as
much as in the case of a gig.
The time
had arrived when it should be made compu]sory to fit, not only cages, but also
gigs and baling tanks with ;safety
He knew of one instance where
gear.
four men went down In the gig,
w.hiGh was a sort of lift in which
men were raised and lowered to do the
shaft repairing.
This gig caught in the
shaft, and before the engine-driver noticed
it about 25 feet or more of slack rope came
The weight of 'the rope caused the
down.
gig to fall away, and the men received severe injuries by the sudden stop when the
Had that rope broken
rope drew taut.
those four men would have gone 900 feet
Safety appliances should
to the bottom.
be affixed to every kind of vehicle that was
used for hauling dirt or carrying men in
and out of mines.
Mr. BOYD expressed the opinion that the
word "skip" here was intended to apply
more to coal mines than to gold mines.
Safety appliances were attached to skips
that came up an incline in the shape of a
strong bar, which was hooked on to the end
of the skip. Then, when the skip was being
hauled up a dip, if there was any break
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away, the bar dug into the ground, and
the skip was thrown off the line and upset
to prevent a run back down the dip, endangering the lives of men who might be
working in the drive, or coming out of the
mine at the time.
The provision for attaching safety appliances to skips ought to
be retained in the Bill to prevent accidents.
In Victorian coal mines the men were, absolutely prohibited from riding on skips.
The men used the same road, but in that
road recesses were provided every so many
yards, according to the mining regulations,
so that men could step aside when they
heard skips coming down the dip. The skip
was a small truck like a miniature rail\Va y truck, and the bar was attached to the
last skip coming out of the mine to prevent
them from running back.
Mr. KIRKWOOD expressed the hope
that the Minister would agree to the amendment of the honorable member for Bendigo
East to provide safety appliances for !!igs,
because it was absolutely necessary. Safety
appIiances could easily be fixed to gigs.
Mr. McLEoD.-I have agreed to it.
Mr. McLeod's amendmen~ was agreed to.
Mr. BAILES drew attention to subclause 33, which was as follows:There shall be on the drum of every machine
used for lowering or raising persons such flanges
or horns, and, also, if the drum is conical, such
other appliances as may be sufficient to prevent
the rope from slipping, and also appliances to
prevent the drum from revolving when out of
gear,

and movedThat the following words be added to the subclause :-" and where after the passing of this Act
new winding machinery is being erected, each
drum shall be so constructed that it may be
thrown in and out of gear, and shall be fitted
with a movable bolt attached to the main clutch
and passing between the spokes of the drum
sufficiently strong to prevent the drum from revolving when out of gear."

He said this was to prevent the possibility
of the machine running away with itself.
There had been accidents in the past where
the drums got away. Virtually the engine
got right out of the control of the driver,
and this little appliance would have the
effect of preventing that. ft, through some
fault in the engine, or some failure of his
own, the engine-driver let the cage run away
with the men in it, to face a gentle drop of
3,000 feet before they came to a stop, honorable members could understand what the
effect would be. This little addition would
prevent the possibility of such a state of
affairs.
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Mr. McLEOD stated that this amend- had been discontinued, and, if so, if he
ment was proposed last time when the Bill would take steps to have the privilege rewas before the Assembly, and it was pointed instated?
out "tlien that tne effect would be to bind all
Mr. BENT.-I intend to see Mr. Tait
companies ({own to one particular form of to-morrow, and to go into this matter with
implement or machine, whereas something him. It is a larger matter than would apmuch better might be invented in a very pear from the question, and I would ask
short time. The sub-clause provided now the honorable member, therefore, to ask
for what the honorable member wanted in the question again.
the words "such other appliances as may
Mr. McKENZIE.-I will ask it on Wedbe sufficient to prevent the rope from slip- nesda y, then.
ping, and also appliances to prevent the
Mr. BENT.-Yes, that will do.
drum from revolving when out of gear."
REAL PROPERTY BILL.
The inspector must satisfy himself that the
appliances were sufficient for the purpose.
Mr. BENT moved the second reading of
It had been thought better to leave the pro- this Bill. He said-This is a Bill that has
vision open in this way.
been passed by another place. Tne honorMr. BAILES said he would withdraw able member for Gippsland West, who has
his amendment.
charge of it, is not present just now, and I
The amendment was withdrawn.
would suggest that the second reading be
The clause, as amended, was agreed to, taken pro forma, and that we deal with the
as was aiso cIause 42.
Bill in Committee. I don't know what the
Mr. McLEOD movedhonorable member for Prahran will say to
That progress be reported.
that, but it is really a Bill to be dealt with
He said he had to 'express his thanks to the in Committee.
Committee for the good progress they had
Mr. MACKINNON.-:-It is quite true, as
made in dealing with the Bill.
the Premier has said, that this is essentially a
The motion to report progress was agreed Bill to be considered in Committee. It
to, and progress was reported accordingly. has one general principle throughout it, but
it is connected' with two phases of the law,
ORDER OF BUSINESS.
and can be fairly well dealt with in Com:Mr. BENT movedmittee. At the same time, it is a measure
That the House do now adjourn.
of some importance, and I do not know
Mr. PRENDERGAST asked the Pre- whether the honorable gentleman intends to
mier to state what business he intended tak- press it through Committee this afternoon.
Mr. BENT.-I will try.
ing.
Mr. BENT said that he hoped the Mines
1\1r. ~JACKINNOK.-It would be wrong
Acts Further Amendment Bill would go to do so. To-day we have received a large
through the Committee stage on Tuesday, number of proposed amendments that have
and then the Closer Settlement Bill would been circulated.
be taken up and continued with.
Mr. BENT. - We won't press it through
The motion was agreed to.
to-day.
The House adjourned at thirteen minutes
Mr. MACKINNON.-The Bill would be
to eleven o'clock until half-past two o'clock dealt with more rapidly jf the Committee
on the following day.
stage were left for another day. Unless the
amendments circulated are fully considered
b connexion with the Bill, we may
drop into error, which we ought to
LEGISLA.TIVE ASSEMBLY. seek to avoid. The errors mav be corrected in another place, but I do' not think
Friday, August 19, 1904.
it is right that this House should depend
A
on another place to put it right.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past tendency in that direction has been noticeable lately. The object of the Bill is to
two o'clock p.m.
simplify and improve the practice of conRAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
veyancing and the law of property, and for
EXCURSION FARES TO COUNTRY SHOWS. other purposes.
It is copied from the
Mr. McKENZIE asked the Minister of famous English Act, the Conveyancing anJ
Railways if he was aware that excursion Law of Property Act.
fares from Melbourne to all country shows
Mr. GAUNSON.-<?f what year?
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Mr. ~rACKINNON.-The year 1881.
That measure went through the House of
Commons without discussion, with one or
two small amendments. It had been considered bv a Select Committee, and
reported on; it is recognised to be an
admirable piece of work, and it has had
good results in England. The objects of
that measure are of more importance in
England than they would be here.
In
England, owing to the history of their real
property law, all transactions 'in connexion
with land were extreme.ly complicated, extremel y costly, and the law stood in need
'Of drastic reform. The system of paying the
profession was not altogether a good one.
I see it was stated in another place that
words were often used in great abundance, S'O
that nothing might be omitted by the conveyancer when conveying land or other
things that might be conveyed. I am sure
that that thoroughly accounts for the fact
that these conveyances were extremely long.
I think it may fairly be said that as the
profession were paid by length-}Ir. BENT.-And depth.
Mr. MACKINNON.-That as the profession were paid by length they were inclined to make these conveyances unduly
long. In this country, fortunately, we have
shorter periods to cover, that is to say,
titles here are not yery ancient. In addition to that we have the Transfer of Land
Act, whIch has been one of the greatest
boons that Australia has been able to secure
for itself. The transfer of land svstem
must eventually cover nearly all the -'lands
<?f Victoria. As we go in for the system
of subdivision it will be necessary to bring
the estates acquired under the Transfer of
Land A.ct, and so the greater part of gene-'
ral land titles will be titles under that Act.
in this Bill certain brief forms are used,
and when used as applicable to conveyances
will have v,ery good results. The practice
of conveyancing is thus very much
shortened. That applies not only to conditions of sale, but also to mortgages and
other documents. The rest of the provisions, or some of them, are amendments of
the existing law, and they will have the
effect of shortening, simplifying, and
cheapening the transfer of property which
is not under the Transfer of Land Act. I
have a good many notes in my hand, but
I will not go into' details. It has been
rather a subject for regret that we have
been so long in introducing this change in
our conveyancing. The Act we have been
working under-namely, the Real Property
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Act of 1890-which consolidates previous
Acts, is really taken for the most part from
the English practice of conveyancing of'
nearly seventy years ago. If it had not been
that we had a Transfer of Land Act, there'
would have been far greater pressure Oll.
Governments to have brought in this measure:
'With regard to the drafting of the Bill,
notice that some slight changes have been
made in the clauses drawn from English
legislation; but I do not think they
are of very much
importance.
As
the
English measure
was
prepared
by very eminent lawyers in England"
and has stood the test
of judicial
interpretation in England for the last 22
or 23 years, I do not think we can make
any mistake in adopting it here. It is one
of the greatest advantages of our position
that we are able to get legislation of this
sort by borrowing ~t from England, for there
Acts are very carefully drawn. We hav~
this further advantage, an advantage which;
I think, is not sufficiently known among
those who are not connected with the law,
that where we do adopt a leading English
Act we get the advantage of the great legal
judicial ability which is brought to bear
in the construction of these enactments. It
will be found that, in adopting the cla'uses
which we have copied from the English,
Act of 188 I and one or two other sources,
we have adopted all these great advantages
which accrue from having an Act thoroughly
expounded by eminent Judges.
I do not
know that I need say anything more, ex:
cept that in view of the amendments circulated to-day, amendments of great importance and great length, and in view of
the fact that the honorable member for
Bendigo East has a number of amendments
which he wishes to circulate, it would be
very hard indeed if the Bill were pressed
through Committee this afternoon. Some'
honorable members who are interested in
the Bill have not had an opportunity of con~
sidering it as fully as they feel they should.
Mr. MACKEY.-I think the House is
indebted to the honorable member for Prahran for his explanation of the general scope
of the Bill. With that explanation I entirel y agree, and it will enable me to curtail the remarks I intended to make. As
the honorable member has pointed out, 'we
are from 20 to 30 years behind the la\v
of England in regard to the transfer of
real property ~ that is with regard to that
real property, landed property, that has
not been brought under the Transfer of
Land Act. In respect to the Transfer of
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Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Then it is
Land Act, we are very much ahead of the
law of England, or were until recently. ciptional?
From 1897, there has been a somewhat
Mr. MACKEY.-Yes, purely optional for
similar measure in England to the one we the parties. One at the chief effects ?f this
invented in Australia. Generally, we may will be to cheapen legal expenses WIth resav in regard to land not under the Trans- gard to the transfer of land, and in that
fe~ of Land Act: that our law is in a deplor- wav to facilitate transfers where i-he cost
ably backward position. The object of t?is nOi~ is often a considerable deterrent. Tlhen
~Bill is to take advantage of' the EnglIsh
the Bill proceeds to simplify a l!umber of
legislation enacted during the last 20 or the legal terms that are used WIth regard
30 years. That legislation has been com- to conveyancing. The history of. cO,nveypiled by the best draftsmen, and has ancing may be put shortly-and thl.S IS the
gone through the mill of the legal ,last stage in its history, so far .as thIS councommittee of the
House of
Com- trv is concerned. In England, 111 the feudal
mons,
and
the
House
of Lords. ti~es, if it was desired to transfer land, the
Many text-books have been written upon it, purchaser had to go on to the land,
and the law generally is perfectly clear, so and what was known as a feoffment
that it will be to our very great advantage or livery of seisin took place.
The
,if these provisions are adopted. As to the vendor exhibited a hasp from the
general scope of the Bill, it may be said house door, the twig of a tree, or a bit of
that it simplifies the transfer of land. Take turf from the soil, and in that way-by
a typical conveyance nowadays, even for Ii very of seisin-the land was transferred.
a small block of property, if it is desired That system required that both the purto sell it under the old l.1w. 1. hold in chaser and the vendor must visit the land
my hand such a conveyance, and hODl)rable that was to be sold.
Then the lawyers demembers will see how lengthy it is. It is vised a simpler system than that-and the
sometimes printed, but frequently it is en- Courts ratified it-that where there was a
grossed in this form. Now, it has become contract to sell land without an actual conrecognised by conveyancing lawyers that ce!- veyance and the money was paid, then the
tain provisions should always be inserted III owner ~f the land 'was deemed to hold it
conveyances, otherwise a difference in the in trust for the purchaser.
That could be
law will apply. Speaking generally, we may done verbally, and the result was that the
say, then, that one' of the chief objects of original owner held as. trustee for t?e purthis Bill is always to imply what has here- chaser-lito his use," as It was called III those
tofore been expressed in conveyances. days-and the purchaser ,~as entitled to go
Therefore, instead of having a long ('on- into possession and to act Just as though he
veyance like the one I have just produced, were the real ~wner.
He was entitled to
ali that' will be necessary will be to have work the land, and to take all the profits,
one of these short forms of a few lines. though as a matter of law, ~e was not the
That will be all that is necessary to accom- real owner.
These transactIons, however,
plis,h what it now requires a conveyance of were verbal, and the law of England has
this great length to accomplish. The effect always held, and properly s<;>, that transthen will be to render implicit or implied actions in land should be publIshed or made
what in the past has been, required to be available to the public who desired to kno~v
expressed. Hence honorable members will who were the owners of the property. ThIS
find, in the early part of the Bill, that cer- was particularly the case in the olden days
. tain clauses in future are always to be im- when the feudal system prevailed, and· the
plied as agreed to by the parties where these owners of land were under heavy obligashort forms of convevance are used. But tions for military and other services to the
the parties are not bo~nd to use those short Crown.
The next step was to get rid of
forms. They are not bound to agree to the this verbal method of transfer, and to preclauses that are mentioned in the Bill. They scribe that it had to be done by deed, encan negative them if they please, or modify rolled in Court, or, as we would say in
them in anv wav they think fit. But as modern phraseology, registered.
It was
regards ordinary' conveyances, and in 99 then found that there was a loophole in that
cases out of 100 the parties are content to system, and the next step was that lawyers
abide by the ordinary form of conveyance, invented a practice of giving a nominal
instead of having this long form, you can lease for one year only, and then since the
have one of the short forms mentioned in vendor of the land could not give possesthe Bill.
sion of it, he gave a release by c.eed. That

'R eal Property

[ASSEMBLY.]

was known as the system of " lease and release." ,Consequently, in these old deeds,
we often find mention of "feoffments,"
"bargain and sale," and "lease and release. ' Then, under our Real Property
Act, instead of this cumbersome form of
transfer, which required two deeds, it was
held that where a lease was recited it wa~
always taken for granted that a lease had
existed beforehand, though, in fact, it
never had.
It was only a legal fiction
enacted by Act of Parliament.
Then
there was a further provision that we could
A mere grant of
use the term "grant."
land in olden times would give only an
easement and not possession, but now
by using the word, we may convey actual
possession by deed.
By this Bill these
phrases will be almost entirely swept away
for all practical purposes, because these old
methods of transfer are in future rendered
Then we have a number of
unnecessary.
,provisions with regard to reversions of
leases, simplifying the law, and curing a
number of anomalies that exist at
present.
Besides that there are a
number of most desirable provisions
affecting the interests of tenants, and giving them relief where advantage may be
taken of them by unscrupulous landlords.
The law has always been that where, in a
lease, it is provided that unless the tenant
pa ys up his rent week by week, or
month by month, or quarter by quarter~ a$
the case may be, or if he is late in paying
it, the landlord has the right to re-enter
the property, and put an end to the lease.
The Court having ascertained that unscrupulous landlords would wait until the tenant
was perhaps twenty-four hours late in making payment, and then step in and resume
the lease when it might have thirty, forty,
or fifty years to run, and might have become
very profitable, so that the tenant would
thereby be deprived of a very valuable property, the Court gave relief, but it gave relief in that one case only. In that case
the landlord was compelled to restore the
property. Similar relief would be given
in cases where the landlord by fraud had
taken an unfair advantage of his power to
determine the lease. Then our law, as contained- in the Real Property Act, provides
that where a tenant has committed other
breaches, as, for instance, where he ha~ undertaken to keep the property insured, and
ha,s agreed that the landlord should have
the right of ending the lease by re-entry;
if he fails to do that, then, in consequence
of a practice being ascertained of landlords
0
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taking advantage of a tenant being a day
late in insuring, and the landlords putting
an end to the lease, our law enacts that a
tenant may get relief in those cases, but
only in cases of inadvertent neglect by the
tenant to insure. But wherever a tenant
under our present law has committed a
breach of a covenant, the landlord has a
right to re-enter, and to put an end to the
lease, however unfairly, and that tenant has
no right of redress. In future, if this Bill
be passed into law, although a tenant commits a breach of covenant, which in the past
would have entitled the landlord to re-enter
at once, that tenant will be able to get relief. The landlord will have to give him
notice specifying the breach, and asking
that the condition or covenant be fulfilled,
and reasonable compensation paid to him.,
But even after that the tenant may get relief in the courts as the Judge may think
fit, from any re-entry by his landlord.
Therefore the effect of this measure will
be to enable the parties to in substance
carry out the bargain they have made, and
not, allow a harsh or unscrupulous landlord
to take advantage of the illness or the inadvertent neglect of a tenant. K ext we find
that clause 10 of the Bill proposes one of
the most valuable provisions in the whole
measure. In sales of land between vendor
and
purchaser
it
constantl y
arises
that the purchaser or the vendor makes unreasonable demands on the other partydemands which he really has no right to
have complied with; and the other party
must either conform to those demands or
risk an actibn in the Court for specific performance, with all its attendant expenses.
Now, clause 10 enacts that where any dispute arises between vendor and purchaser,
the party aggrieved may go straight to a
Judge in Chambers after giving two or
three days' notice, and get the Judge to
decide who is right and who is wrong, without all the heavy expenses and trouble of
a Supreme Court action. The total effect
of this Bill, therefore, will be to lessen the
expense to all parties in dealings in land,
and hence it is a measure that I think can
be strongly recommended, especially as it
has stood the test of between twenty and
thirty years' experience in England. I feel
that I can safely recommend the House to
adopt it. With regard to ;.the request made
by the honorable member for Prahran, that
in consequence of a number of heavy
amendments being found necessary, some
deJay should be allowed in order that honorable members might consider them, I
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think his suggestion is reasonable j but the
proposal I would make is, that since the
whole of these amendments have been carefully considered by the Committee of Counsel, and are all within the scope of the
Bill, we should go into Committee and
carry those amendments right through the
Committee stage, and then I will undertake to postpone the Bill, and on a subsequent day we can recommit any clauses
which it might be thought desirable to have
discussed. I think it will be found that only
two or three clauses will require recommittal; but any clauses which honorable
members desire to have recommitted I will
undertake to recommit. If this procedure
is adopted I think it will save considerable
time.
Sir. ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Why were
these amendments not put in when the Bill
was before another place? Were they only
suggested afterwards?
Mr. MACKEY.-Yes, the Committee of
Counsel had: an opportunity of dealing with
them before the Bill was passed by the
Upper House.
Mr. BAILE S.-Of course, I do not
propose to address myself to a legal ques·
tion like this j but the Bendigo Law Association have asked me to move a number of
amendments in this Bill, and I have handed
them to the Clerk, so that they may be
printed and circulated. I presume that the
Minister would hardly expect honorable
members to deal with the clauses in which
those amendments are proposed without
having the amendments in type.
Mr. MURRAY.-Give us an explanation of
them.
Mr. BAILES.-I can do that all right;
because I have all the material here. I
suppose the Minister will have no objection
to the recommittal of tl:.e clauses to which
I refer?
Mr. MACKEY.-Not the least.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I mav say that I have
nCt read this Bill, and also th'at I will not
read it. I may say, further, that most
probably if I did read it I would not understand it, and I am perfectly certain that if
I am told by any honorable member, that it
has been read by him, though I am bound
in a parliamentary sense to accept that
statement as perfectly tr;ue, nevertheless I
would find the greatest difficulty in realizing the fact. But I want to say-and I
want to emphasize this point if I can-that
I have been a good deal struck with the
system of committees that I believe exists
the older mother of Parliaments, but

more especially in the House of Representatives in America. In my opinion, this is
essentially a Bill, with all Bills of a cognate character, affecting changes in the law,
that ought to be referred to a Law Committee.
Several HONORABLE MEMBERs.-Hear,
hear.
'
Mr. GAUNSON.---I am glad to find that
some honorable members are in sympathy
with that suggestion: I believe that a
committee would be very ,serviceable in connexion with measures such as this one,
which, as I said before, I have not
read, and will not read. I have quite made
up my mind on that point. I have tried
to understand the particular clauses as we
go along, and I will not do more than that
in respect to any other. Bill.
As to the
clauses being discussed in the House, I give
them a patient and attentive hearing, and
I try to understand them; but as for this
farcical nonsense about reading Bills and
pretending to understand them, I will do
nothing of the sort. I should like to see
a committee appointed to deal, not only
with matters of a legal character, but with
matters of other characters. We have our
Finance Committee, or Public Accounts
Committee, as it is called, and when matters come before the House relating to accounts we are very much disposed to take
the word of that committee until we find
out that they are not to be trusted, and 'that
commi1ttee lightens the labours, no doubt,
of the great bulk of honorable members.
And so in a measure of this kind I believe
that a committee would do great good. One
great good of this Bill, as the honorable
gentleman in charge of it pointed out, is
in connexion with the iniquitous state of
things which has existed-after all, we have
not heard about the iniquity-in a landlord
being able to fling out a tenant for some
paltry breach which would create a forfeiture of his lease. In the old country relief
ha,~ been given against forfeiture for many
years past, and here we are sadly behind
the times. This Bill should be committed
to a committee of lawyers, with some intelligent laymen thrown in amongst them. On
the side of the Labour Party, for instance,
I would suggest the honorable member for
Brunswick as an intelligent layman.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-And the honorable member for Geelong.
Mr. GA UNSON.-No j I am not going
to allow the honorable member to humbug
me. I would also have on that committee
the honorable member for Toorak, and two
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or three gentlemen on that side of the
House. I am mentioning names without
seeking to be invidious. I think we lawyers
would have to understand the measure ourselves in order to explain it to our lay
friends, and then they would see how it
affects the lay community generally. It is
said of lawyers that we generally look on
Bills to see how they affect the lawyers'
pockets. If a lawyer brings in a Bill, and
he al1e~s, or allegates-I hope that word
is parliamentary-that it is brought in truly
and sincerely as a check against expense,
there is an old phrase that ,vould come to
one's mind, "Fear the Greeks when they
bring gifts."
I hope the House will appoint a committee of law 1:0 deal with all
law subjects likely to be brought under the
review of this Chamber. Nothing can be
more unsatisfactory than for Us to be passing measures in globo, without one of us
reall y and truly understanding their real
and true purport, or- how the language used
may fit the object intended. I will take
a];} illustration that comes to my mind. The
Local Government Act, a most intricate
meas'ure of about 700 sections, was run
through, I think, in this House in one night.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACoCK.-In one hour.
Mr. GAUNSON.,-What a pretence-I
was going to say, what a wicked pretencebut what a stupid thing that was.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-That was a Consolidation· Bill.
Mr. HENT.-A committee sat on that for
three. solid· years,and lots of money was'
given to lawyers.
Mr. GA UNSON.-If the Premier had
sat on that Bill for three years, not a vestige of it would have remained. I quite
admit that there were persons sitting on
it for three years, but the honorable members of this House had it before them for
about an hour. No wonder it was so bulky,
and was never read.
There is another
matter I would call attention to.
The
forms are to be shortened; but, although
they are 'to be shortened, they need not be
used. I think that if a form, and a very
short form, is to be provided, I 'would make
the use of it compulsory. That is my idea,
if you want to lessen expense; and if certain words in the form carry a certain meaning, we apply to the Act to see the real
meaning, But I do not wish to take up the
time of the House. I have not read the
Bill, and I do not contemplate reading it.
I- know I should not understand it, and
that is a very straightforward confession to
make. It really comes to this-it is not
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my line of business. Dealing with land,
and all legal con.veyancing matters of that
kind, are entirely out of my line. My business is in Courts of Justice, whether in the
Supreme Court or the smaller Courts, and
I do not pretend to have an accurate knowJedge of such a matter as this, though, I
bring the best intelligence I have on any
passage of it that may be under considera- .
tion. I think it would be wise, however,
to appoint committees to deal with general
subjects. I am glad that the Premier nods
his head; but I hope that the honorable
gentleman will show his sympathy in a
direct way, by giving the subject general
consideration, with a view to the appointment of these committees. 'I have not read
the Bill, but I asked the opinion of my partner about it. That.is the line he is in,
and' I have the greatest confidence in his
statements, and in the gentleman in charge
of this measure. He says he understands
the Bill, and I hope he does. Sometimes
yo'u find three Judges sitting in the Full
Court to decide the meaning of the words
" bounden duty," and they ~it on that egg
for three days or so, until they crack it,
or bring it to some fruitIon. As to the hon- .
arable member for Prahran, I should be
sorry if he said he understands it. He
has a general grasp of it, but I think it is
impossible for him to understand it. There
is no' convey ancing lawyer in this House'
now, bar yourself, Mr. Speaker.
.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Perhaps we
had better bring t.he Attorney-G~ner~I
down. He is a conveyancing lawyer.
Mr. GAUNS'ON.-My humble opinion of
the Attorn~y-General is that he is a happy
and useful man, but do not ask me to give
him a certificate of knowing too much about •
the law.
The SPEAKER.-I think the honorable
member had better confine himself to the
subject before the House, and not lay
strictureS on the Attorney-General or any
other member of the other Chamber.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I should be sorry to
lay strictures. on anybody.
I would not
give him a certificate.·
The S'PEAKER.-I do not think tte
.honorable member is asked to do so.
Mr. J. W. BrLLsoN (Fitzroy).-Perhaps,
he would not value it if you did.
'
lUr. GA UNSON. - Perhaps the honorable member is correct, and it would be
only one ignoramus giving a.. certificate to
another ignoramus. I do not think there is
.a man in this House who understands the
Bill,. and therefore I think we. ought to send
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,it to a cqmmittee. You, Mr. Speaker, can'not come down to the floor of the Chamber and give honoratle members the benefit
of your advice, and I do not think there is
one other honorable member, lawyer though
he may be, who understands this subject.
2\Ir. FAIRBAIRN. - The honorable
'member who has just sat down kindly men.tioned my name as being one of the sug,gested committee. They say that those that
the Lord loveth he chasteneth. I think the
honmable member meant to chasten me, for
.to put me on a legal committee would, I
think, be more than would be good for my
health. If it was a general C'ommittee'which, I think, would be of great service
to the House--I would not object, but I
should not like to have to digest some of
these legal measures. I made an attempt to
read this Bill, like the honorable member
,who has just sat down,' and I came, after
a little while, to the margin, and it was
,"quiet enjoyment." Then I attempted to
read the legal verbiage, and my mind was
an absolute biank afterwards, so I am
afraid I should not be of the slightest 'use
on a legal committee. But I think a committee formed from both sides of the
House, such as that suggested by the
honorable member, would
have
its
,uses in running through a Bill of
this kind, and when they had agreed
on the non-contentious clauses that might
lead to the work of the House being more
rapidly done, and there would then not be
such a waste of time as there has been on
recent occasion3 here. F rom that point of
view I should like to fall in with the suggestion the honorable member has made,
and- to urge its consideration by the
Minister.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I want to
make one or two remarks with regard to
this measure.
No doubt it will not be so
useful, in the major portion of its pro'visions, as if it had be'en passed thirty or
forty years ago, because we know that the
great bulk of the titles in the metropolitan
area are alreadv under the Land Transfer
Act.
But still, occasionally in practice,
-you do meet with cases where the title is
under the general Act, and then, as the honorable member will know, there is often
great difficulty.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I know nothing about it
at all.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-One of the
main provisions which, I think, ought to
'recommend the measure to the House is the
one dealing with requisitions on title. Re-
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quisitions on title are often submitted, and
dissension arises as to whether the answers
to the requisitions are sufficient or not. We
often have suits in our courts which arise
in this way.
The simple mode of dealing
with requisitions and objections under this
Bill will have a tendency to lessen expense
to a considerable degree.
As was pointed
o~t by my honorable friend in charge of the
BIll, the forms of conveyance under' the
general law contain a stereotyped class of
covenants, which, of course, could be
omitted if there was an Act stating that all
such covenants should be deemed to apply.
That ~vould make the form under the general law not much longer than the instrument under the Transfer of Lands Statute
which simply describes the parties, th~
amount of the purchase money, and the
Ian?, and t~e doc~meJ1t is then signed.
ThIS short form WIll have something the
same effect.
The provisions in this Act
are taken almost entirely from the English
Act, which has been in force for twentv
years.
There are many books of refe;ence which explain the alteration of the
law, as made by the Conveyancing Act in
England, and there are a great manv
decisions upon that Act.
If we adopt that
Act here we get the benefit of all those
legal decisions.
I think this Bill will be
beneficial, not only in the saving of expense to the par~ies, but also in simplifying
the. procedure 111 the event of litigation
takmg place.
:Moreover, it grants relief
in regard to forfeiture. I have known of
several cases in which landlords have
adopted the procedure of forfeiture for a
slight brea'ch of the covenants, in order to
terminate the lease. Sometimes the breach
of the covenants is an omission to insure
or to repair, or something of that kind'
and this may be taken advantage of
when the person desires to resume
possession, and put an end to the
lease.
As far as the amendments circulated to-day are concerned, that may be
a~other ~atter, but, it appears that we
mIght faIrly adopt the provisions of the
English Acts, which have stood the' test of
the criticism of the legal profession in the
old cO,untry, and in regard to which English
Judges have frequently spoken in their
favour.
Th.e SPE:~KER.-Before putting the
I ?eSHe to remind the House that
thIS very Important Bill was drafted in
England and adopted there, and that it
has. already passed through another place.
I t IS stated that the measure is now going
q~estIon
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to be amended by the adoption of a great
sheaf of amendments which honorable
members only received this morning. Under
these circumstances, I would like to draw
the attention of the House to the practice
of the House of Commons with respect to
this matter. May states thatNotices of amendments to a Bill in committee
are not receivable at the Table until the Bill has.
been read a second time.

Therefore, that being the law and practice
of Parliament, I do not think it is possible
to go further than the second reading of
this Bill to-day. The measure can go into
Committee pro forma, but I do not think
it can go through Committee until those
amendments are properly circulated, and
honorable members have had an opportunity of considering them.
Mr. BENT.-Well, if that is your ruling, Mr. Speaker, I had better withdraw the
Bill, because we have no time to waste on
the measure.
. Mr. MACKEY.--By leave you can do what
you desire to do to-day.
Mr. BENT.-By leave I am not going
to do it. I have got lots of work to do,
and if that is your ruling, sir, I would
rather withdraw the Bill.
Mr. MACKEY.-By leave of the House
we· can deal with these amendments in
Committee to-day.
Mr. MACKINNON ..-I ask the Premier
not to withdraw this Bill.
Mr. BENT.-I gave the opportunity of
bringing on this Bill to-day, but I am not
going to waste good time over it.
Mr. MACKINNON.-It win be a great
pity if a Bill of this sort, which has been
discussed by legal gentlemen in another
place-a Bill obviously calculated to do
a great deal of good work in reforming
and simplifying our law-should be lost.
I am sure we will give the Premier every
assistance to run this Bill through quickly
on a future day. I will give him my undertaking to use my personal influence with
a view to that result.
Mr. BENT.-No, I will withdraw the
Bill, if that is the Speaker's ruling. I will
not waste any time over it.
Mr. BOWSER.-I regret that the Premier has taken up such an attitude, in view
of the fact that this Bill is one about which
honorable members outside the legal profession know very little, and that therefore
it is peculiarly a measure which requires the
special attention of honorable members. It
js necessary that the lay members of the
House should be guided by the study and
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attention which the legal members have
given to the subject, and honorable members
experienced in the law have confessed thjs
afternoon that they have not yet given this
measure any serious consideration.
Mr. BENT.-It has been a long time on
the notice-paper.
.
Mr. BOWSER.-The Bill may have been
a long time on the notice-paper, but honorable members have been engaged in other
business-private business, and matters
which come before this Chamber-and I
nope that the Premier, who quite rightly
desires to press on with the business of the
country, and is naturally annoyed that an
afternoon, in which he had looked forward
to getting through a considerable amount of
business, may be largely wasted, will reconsider the question of the withdrawal of
this Bill, and that deference will be paid
to your ruling, Mr. Speaker, on this point.
Mr. HANNAH.-I did not intend to
rise and say anything on this Bill to-day,
but I very carefully followed the honorable
gentleman in charge of the measure, and
also the honorable member for Prahran, and
although I am not a lawyer, from the little
study I have given to this particular measure, I believe it is going to be made a measure that should have been placed on our
statute-book many years ago. I am somewhat surprised to find that, although less'
than an hour has gone, and this measure is
likely to reach at least the second-reading
stage to-day, the Premier says he will absolutely withdraw the Bill. Now, I am not
with the honorable member for the Public
Officers when he savs that he will not read
every Bill; but I believe there is some justification for suggesting th~t such measures as
this should be referred to a Select Committee.
Honorable members come here to endeavour
to understand the Bills submitted as far as
they possibly can, and I am sure that when
this measure gets into Committee, the practical experience of many of the lay members
of this Chamber with regard to the transfer
of land, will enable even them to suggest
many important amendments, which may be
deemed necessary to perfect this Bill. On
the face of it, this Bill states that it is a
Bill for simplifying and improving the
practice of conveyancing. Now, the Premier
must know, and the various lawyers in this
House must know, that this is a measure of
the utmost importance with regard to the
transfer of real estate, and I, therefore, trust
that the Premier will not persist in his determination to withdraw the Bill.
Mr. BENT.-YOur speech has settled it;
we will go on now.
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in which the consideration of a Bill in
Committee should be postponed, this was
a case.
The honorable member in charge
of the Bill was an expert on this subject,
knowing the law, having been a lecturer at
the
Melbourne University, and having
That it be an instruction to the Committee that
they have power to consider the amendments studied these questions from the purely
already printed and circulated.
technical point of view, so that it would
He said that on a sub5equent day the Go- be well that honorable members should read
vernment would agree to the Bill being re- his speech, and consider it before the Bill
And in
committed, and any amendments that might was dealt with in Committee.
be suggested to the minds of honorable memo view of what they had heard in the course
bers in the meantime would then be con- of. the debate on this Bill, it would be desidered.
The fullest opportunity would b~ sirable for honorable members to caregiven to honorable members to go fully read the speeches on this measure of
the lawyers ill' another place. He would,
thoroughly into this Bill.
Mr. PRENDERGAST expressed the therefore, suggest that the cons~der:ation
opinion that there was a great deal of dan- of the Bill in Committee, and of the
ger in dealing with amendments of a mea- amendments that had been circulated,
sure like this before giving them full con· should be postponed.
:Mr. MAcKEY.-·We will allow the fullsideration.
Some amendments had been
suggested by the Bendigo Law Association, est consideration of them all at a later
and what he recollected of certain amend- period.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it did not
ments that association recommended in the
Probate Bill some time ago, made him look seem to him to be wise to pass this Bill
with a great deal of suspicion on their through the Committee stage on the preamendments in this Bill, because he feared Sent occasion, and certainly it would not
that those amendments might be entirely in be wise to embody in the me,asure anv of
their own interest. There were lawyers who the amendments suggested by the Bendigo
If the Government
might be classed as lawyers with a Cl)n- Law Association.
science, lawyers who would suggest amf.:nd· passed their own Bill through Committee
ments without regard to their own interests j to-day, that was as much as they could
Other amendbut the amendments the Bendigo Law Asso- reasonabl y expect to do.
ciation previously suggested were entirely in ments should not be inserted in the Bill
their own interest, and 'warranted honor- until honorable members had had an opable members in regarding their present pro· port~nity of cons~dering them, especially
posals with some suspicion.
The second- In VIew of the actIOn of the Bendigo Law
reading speech of the Minister introducing Association in the past. He was thoa Bill of this description ought to be a most roughly in accord with the suggestion of
elaborate speech, framed with the object of the honorable member for the Public Offigiving honorable members a full knowledge cers, and believed that a committee of inof the necessity for each of the proposed quiry should go through all Bills of this
amendments, and of the difficulties that character.
had arisen in the past in conseThe SPEAKER.-A great deal of the
quence of the lack of those amend- law and custom of Parliament has been
ments of the law. The honorable member enacted and acted upon in order that there
for the Public Officers had pointed out that shall not be any hasty legislation, and that
while, in connexion with land transactions. honorable members shall know exactly what
the State kept up an elaborate office, and they are doing, that every opportunity shall
employed a large nrnnber of officers to be given to them to consider Bills subdeal with transfers of land, an ordinarv mitted, and proposed amendments of those
sale of 1,000 sheep or 1,000 bags of suga~ Bills when circulated.
The amendwas conducted in the very simplest pos- ments In connexion with this Bill,
sible manner, and with the smallest amount which
the
Minister
desires
to be
of trouble,w hereas there was the largest considered now, have only been ciramount of trouble connected with every culated to-dav, :1.l1d we have had notice
step in a land transaction. The lay mem- of other amendments that have not yet been
bers of the House wanted some informa- circulated, or even printed. It is my duty
tion on this subject, and, as yet, it could to explain to the House what this motion
not be obtained. If ever there was a case means. This motion, if it is carried, means
"Mr. HANNAH.-Hear, hear.
Then I
will sit down.
.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a ~econd time.
Mr. MACKEY moved-
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Mr. MACKEY called attention to sub
that we are to consider the Bill in Committee, and to deal with those amendments, clause (3), which was as foll'Ows:This Act, so far as in<;onsistent with the Transwhich, under previous rulings, and according to the custom of the House of Com- fer of Land Act 1890, and any Act amending the
shall not apply or be deemed to apply to
mons, could not be received at the table un- same,
lands, whether freehold or leasehold, which are
til the Bill had been read a second time.
under the operation of that Act,
Mr. LA WSON remarked that while he and movedsincerely sympathized with the Premier in
That the words "except as hereinafter prohis desire to accelerate the passage of this vided" be inserted at the beginning of the
measure, he thought they ought to pro- sub-clause before the words "this Act."
ceed on very safe lines. The amendments He said that later on it was provided that
had only just been circulated.
certain clauses, which were incompatible
Mr. BENT.-They had no right to be cir- with the Transfer of Land Act, should not
apply. This amendment was a recommenculated.
Mr. LAWSON said they had been circu- dation of the Committee of Counsel, who
lated, and it seemed to him quite impos- had g.one to great pains in the matter. Thev
sible for honorable members to grasp the were eminent men at the Bar, conveyancing
full purport and meaning of the proposed lawyers. They were Mr. Weigall, Mr.
amendments at the present time. The Bill Goldsmith, Mr. Guest, and Mr. Hayes.
Mr. 1\IACKINNON remarked that this
was rich in saving common sense, and honorable members all desired to see it passed matter had been very much discussed in prointo law. At the same time, they wanted fessional circles, as to how these tvw svstems
to see that Bills which were almost purely would work beside each other, and' as to
technical measures were thoroughly under- whether there would be any collision bestood and grasped by those who were en- tween the Transfer of Land Act system
titled to guide the Chamber in this matter. and t.he general law system as amended by
That was a very safe and sound principle. this Bill. This was a most important
Mr .. MACKEY.-You will have the fullest amendment, and he was not satisfied that it
opportunity of discussing any amendme~ts would not give rise to trouble. He had
or clauses in the measure on the recommIt- not had time to go through the Bill with the
amendments, and if he voted for the insertal of the Bill.
Mr. LAWSO~ said that was so-they tion 'of this and the other amendments in the
Bili he would be voting in the dark. It
would have the fullest opportunity, on the struck him as being a very slip-shod way of
recommittal of the Bill, to discuss these
doing business, that, if it was discovered
amendments. 'Vas not the course the Min- afterwards that there were inconsistencies
ister proposed really making for ?~la y, and which required explanation, a number of
would it not be the most exped:ttlOus way clauses would have to be recommitted.
to all'Ow honorable members full time to
The amendment was agreed to.
consider these amendments, and then to deal
Mr. GA UNSON remarked that, rewith the Bill straight away instead of
ferring
specially to sub-clause (2), fixing the
bothering about recommittal?
date of commencement of the Act, if this
Mr. MACKEY.-You will find you won't
measure was a boon and a blessing to men.
want to recommit more than a few clauses.
why was it to be put over until March of
Mr. LAWSON said it would lead to a next year? Why not make jt operate from
protracted delay.
There was wisdom in the passing of the measure?
delay in this regard at this stage.
Mr. MACKEY.-Y'Ou must not take peoThe motion was agreed to, and the Bill ple by surprise.
was then committed.
. ~t[r. GAUNSON.-Not when they were
On clause I, " Short title,"
glvmg a boon? BioS dat qui cito dat. There
Mr. MACKEY movedwas such a small assemblage here of his
That "real property" be omitted, and "con- party-veyancing and property" be inserted.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Your party!
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-It is all there when
He said this would make the title of the
Act the Conveyancing and Property Act. you are there yourself.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was beginning to .
The measure dealt with property generally,
and not only with real property. The Eng- think that he was a party by himself.
Mr. ELMsLIE.-You are outside the party
lish Act was called the Conveyancing Act.
when the divisions come along.
The amendment was agreed· 'to.
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'Mr. GAUNSON asked if the honorable of 1881, and yet they were not put tomember would have him slay and sacrifice gether in that Act. This alteration rnigh~
his conscience at the bidding of a party, affect interpretation in some way.
and give up to party what was meant for
Mr. )IACKEY said there was no fear
mankind?
of that. He had circulated an amendment
The clause, as amended, was agreed to. to insert in clause 14 a sub-clause that had
On clause 3, " Interpretation,"
been omitted by an oversight. Then all
Mr. GAUNSON asked the Minister in those three s'ub-clauses that referred to cogcharge of the Bill to make an explanation nate matters would come together, :md mak~
about any clause where there was no mar- the law on that subject appear in a conginal reference to English legislation, and venient group.
which was really new legislation.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEy.-I shall be very glad to
Mr. BAILES stated that he had handed
do so.
in an amendment to the Clerk to come into
The clause was agreed to.
clause 4. Did he understand that all those
On clause 4, which dealt with contracts clauses in which amendments had been
for sale,
handed in, but not printed, would be reMr. MACKEY drew atten60n to sub- committed?
clause (I), which was as follows : Mr. MACKEy.-Yes.
Under a contract to sell and assign a term of
Mr. PRENDERGAST asked if this was
years derived ou~ of a leasehold interest i.n land the proper time to deal with an aspect
the intended assIgn shall not have the rIght to
of the case which came prominently under
call for the title to the leasehold reversion,
notice in connexion with the land 'boomand movedan unfortunate year in our history? Mel)
That sub-clause (I) be omitted.
engaged in the time payment property sellHe said that he intended to move later on ing business in Melbourne were selling
the insertion of this clause as sub-clause their titles to land to others at so much
(3) of clause 14. This was a mere matter of per week, but stipulating that the title to
convenience of grouping two cognate mat- the land should only be transferred after
ters. The meaning of the clause was that, the completion of the whole of the paywhere a lessee was proposing to sell his ments.
'Vhen the payments were comlease, the purchaser should not be entitled pleted, and the title was ~laimed, it was
to call for the title to the freehold.
The found that the seller had no title to the
purchaser would be entitled to find out if land at all. In some instances, the seq'uesthe lessee had a proper lease, but not to tration of the estate in the meantime had
compel the lessee to prove to him that his taken away the title that the seller poslandlord had a good title before the lease sessed, and the purchaser was at a loss.
could be sold. It was the same thing in Was there anything to protect the purthe case of a landlord leasing to a tenant, chasers in these cases?
The title of the
\yhere the lessee would not be entitled, un- land should be lodged with the State, so
less it was stipulated in the contract, to re- that the purchaser should not lose anything
quire the landlord to prove that he had a by the transaction, as happened during the
title to the freehold. This was only enact- boom time.
iner what was always inserted in these docuMr. MACKEY said that the present law
m:nts at the present time; but in any con- amply provided for this matter.
If the
tract the contrarv might be inserted. This land was under the Transfer of Land Act
did not bind anybody, but made it purely the purchaser, immediately after entering
optional.
into a contract, might lodge a caveat.
If
Mr. MACKINNON observed that s'ub- the land' were under the general law
clause (I) appeared in clause 4, in the place the purchaser might register his transaction
in which it stood in the English Act. What under section I8r of the Real Property Act.
was the reason for altering the arrange- A careful purchaser had ample protection
ment, and putting the sub-clause into clause under the existing law.
14?
Mr. GAUNSON said that, supposing
Mr. MAcKEy.-The clauses are taken there was a deal, and £100 was passed
from different Acts.
without any writing.
How was that to be
Mr. MACKINNON said the first sub- registered under the general law J
clause was in the Act of 1881, and a secMr. MAcKEy.-Unless there is a written
tion similar to clause .14 was also in ,the Act contract he cannot register any dealing. If
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he goes into possession of the land he has
an ample remedy.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Oh, no.
Mr. MACKEY remarked that Pa~lia
ment had made a law stating that deahngs
in land should have no legal force unless
they were in wri.ting.
That had. been considered very desuable.
In the tIme of the
land boom a further law was passed prohibiting any agent from selling. land. unless
authorized in writing. All dealmgs m land
must be in writing.
That was the law
under the Instruments Act.
Mr. GAUNSON.-N 0, it is not.
The law
We
is that the Courts will not enforce.
must not be bamboozled with words.
Mr. MAlCKEY said that he was speaking colloquially. '.The. Act provided that no
action cou~d be mamtamed unless the tr~ns
actions were in writing.
He was fauly
accurate in saying, therefore, that the conIf a purchaser
tract would have no force.
went into possession under a verbal contract, the transaction would be enforced.
Mr. PRENDERGAST observed that the
contract to sell land should be prima facie
evidence to compel the vendor to produce
He knew of an instance whe~e
the title.
a house was sold on time payment, and It
was afterwards proved that the vendor ~ad
no title but there was no remedy agamst
that veddor. Would it not be wise to legislate to meet such cases? In connexion with
the sale of manures the ingredients of the
manure had to be placed on the bags, and
the same principle should be applied in
connexion with transactions in land.
Mr. MAlCKEY said he had the greatest
sympathy with the vi~~vs expressed by the
leader of the OpposItIOn.
If land \i'aS
under the Transfer of Land Act an intending purchaser could go to the Titles Office,
and, on payment of 2S. 6d.: could find out
the particulars as to the tItle. He could
also stop anyone else from dealing with
it. and could lodge a caveat. The honorable member's objection arose in regard
to land not under the Transfer of Land
Act, and to carry out the object of the
honorable member it would be necessary to
enact what he (Mr. Mackey) thought most
desirable, namely, to make it compulsory
for all land to be brought under the Transfer of Land Act.
Mr. BENT.-There will be some fees
there.
The clause, as amended, was agreed to.
On clause 7, "Covenants for title to be
implied,"
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Mr. MACKEY called attention to paragraph 6 of sub-clause (F), which was as
follows : A covenant implied as aforesaid may be ne~a
tived, varied, or extended by express declaratIon
in the conveyance, or indorsed thereon, and as so
varied or extended shall, as far as may be,
operate in the like manner and with all !he like
incidents effects, and consequences as If such
variation~ or extensions were directed in this section to be implied;

and moved that the word "negatived" be
omitted.
]\,lr. MACKINNON said he did not
know why this word was put in. He w?u.ld
like to have an assurance from the M111ISter, especially in view of the amendm~nts
circulated, that there would be no alteratIons
made in the clauses copied from the English
law. Here some alteration had been made.
In copying English legislation it. was desirable to keep as closely as pOSSIble to the
English wording. There was no reason
whatever for putting in the word "negatived" in this case, and if the draftsman
had indulged in any other whimsicalities
members ought to be told of it.
Mr. MACKEY said that the proVISIOns
of this clause applied only where the person as beneficial owner purported to make
a conveyance as such. If he did not want
to make the provisions apply he could convey in his own name as John Smith, but
if he wanted the provisions of the clause
to apply he must state that he conveyed as
beneficial owner or executor. The word
" negatived" was not in the English Act.
The amendment was agreed to.
The clause, as amended~ was agreed to.
On clause II, which was as follows:(I) Rent reserved by a lease and the benefit of
every covenant or provision therein contained
having reference to the subject-matter thereof
and on the lessee's part to be observed or performed, and every condition of re-entry and other
condition therein contained shall be annexed and
incident to and shall go with the reversionary
estate in the land or in any part thereof immediately expectant on the term granted by th~ lease
notwithstandincr severance of that reversIOnary
estate and shali be capable of being recovered received enforced and taken advantage of by the
person from time to time entitled subject to the
term to the income of the whole or any part as
the case may require of the land leased.
(2) This section applies only to leases made
after the commencement of this Act.

Mr. MACKEY said he intended to move
a new clause to precede this clause. The
new clause wasThe provisions of this part of this Act sball
apply to leases and sub-leases of land under
the Transfer of Land Act 1890, notwithstanding
anything in th:;tt Act contained.
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The Clauses in this part of the Bill would
give most valuable relief to tenants, and
the object of his new clause was to make
all these clauses apply to land under the
Transfer of Land Act.
The CHAIRMAN.-It would be advisable to go through the Bill first, and then
deal with the new clauses.
Mr. MACKEY.-Very well.
Mr. GAUNSON said he thought that
sub-clause (2), which provided that the section applied only to leases made after the
commencement of this Act, should be struck
out.
Mr. MACKEY movedThat the words "and every condition of reentry and other condition therein contained" be
omitted.

He said that these words had found their
way into the law by mistake. They appeared in the English Act j but the leading
text-writers had pointed out that they were
redundant and likely to cause confusion.
The committee of counsel therefore recommended their omission.
Mr. MACKINNON said he could not
profess to give an opinion on this amendment without looking into the matter, but
in regard to the point raised by the honorable member for the Public Service, he
'(Mr. Mackinnon) had been about to draw
the attention of the Minister in charge of
the Bill to sub-clause (2), which provided
that the clause should apply only to leases
made after the commencement of the Act.
Had the point been fully considered whether it was not desirable to make these
clauses apply to all leases whether made
before or after the commencement of the
Act?
Mr. MACKEY stated that the point
raised by the last speaker had been considered, but not very fully.
So far as
he could see there would be no objection to
making not only this clause, but also
clauses 12 and 13, apply generally to all
leases.
Mr. Mackey's amendment was agreed to.
Mr. GAUNSON remarked that with regard to the omission of sub-clause (2), he
considered that, although Parliament ought
not to interfere with contracts already in
existence, neverthe'less, as this was new
legislation giving relief to tenants who had
made some slip that was not of any real
moment, but which a harsh landlord could
take advantage of, and perhaps ruin the
tenant by forfeiting his lease, he (Mr. Gaunson) thought that these clauses should be
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move-
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He begged to

That sub·clause (2) be struck out.

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. MACKINNON said he should like
to confirm what the Ministe,r had said about
the first amendment.
He had looked the
matter up, and found that one of the leading text-writers said that it was not apparent why these words 'were inserted in
the English Act. There was no occasion
f~r them, and it was quite safe to strike
them out.
The clause, as amended, was agree.d to.
Clauses 12, and 13 were consequentially
amended.
On clause 14, providing that a title to
leasehold reversion should not be required,
Mr. MACKEY movedThat the following new sub-clause be inserted"(I) In the completion of any contract to grant
or assign a term of years, whether derived or to
be derived out of a freehold or leasehold estate
the intended lessee or assign shall not be en~
titled to call for the title to the freehold."

He said this sub-clause was contained in
the English law, and had been omitted from
the clause by an oversight. The clause. was
almost useless witho'ut it.
Mr. MACKINNON said he could see
no objection to the insertion of this subclause, but he would like to know where
the exact words of that sub-clause came
from.
Mr. MACKEY stated that the words
were taken from the Vendor and Purchaser
Act 1874, with a slight alteration, which
had ,been rendered necessary by a recent
decision.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY movedThat the following new sub-clause be inserted"(3 A ) Under a ~ontract to sell and assign a
term of years denved out of a leasehold interest
in land the intended assign shall not have the
right to call for the title to the leasehold reversion."

He ,said that this sub-clause' had been
struck alit of clause 4 because it was considered that its proper place was in clause
14·
The amendment was agreed to.
The clause, as amended, was agreed to.
On clause 15, providing restrictions on
and relief again~t forfeiture of leases,
Mr. MACKEY called attention to subclause (I), which' was as follows:(I) A right of re-entry or forfeiture under any
proviso or stipulation in a lease for a breach of
any covenant or condition in the lease shall not
be ~nforceable by action or otherwise unless and
untIl the ,lessor serves on the le~see a notice speci-
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fying the particular breach complained ?f, and if
the breach is capable of remedy requmng the
lessee to remedy the breach and in .any, case requirin a the lessee to make compensatlOn 10 money
for th~ breach and the lessee fails within a reasonable time thereafter or within the time fixed
by the lease to remedy the breach if it is capable of remedy and to make ,reaso~able compensation in money to the sahsfactIOn of the
lessor for the breach,

He begged to moveThat the words" or within the time fixed by the
lease" (lines II-I2) be struck out.

He said that these words were not found in
the English Act. The object of this clause
was to give relief to tenants, and the clause
was to apply, notwithstanding anything to
the contrary that might be contained in the
lease. The landlord was not to be allowed
in the lease to deprive the tenant of the
benefit of these conditions. Yet by some
means the draftsman had inserted these
words "or within the time fixed by the
lease," which would enable the landlord. to
defeat the clause.
The landlord could lllsert a condition in the lease, fixing the time
at six hours or one hour, and the whole
object of the clause would be defeated. .
Mr. MACKINNON expressed the 0Plllion that the amendment was necessary.
If
relief was to be given to the tenant it ought
not to be possible for the landlord to put
something of an extremely arbitrary character in the lease, which the tenant might
sign without knowing exactly wha~ he ",:as
committin a himself to.
He (Mr. Macklllnon) was ~fraid that other things that were
not in the Bnglish Act might have been put
in by the draftsman "on his own." If
there were other instances of this kind in
the Bill, he hoped the Minister would draw
attention to' them. As for clause 15, as a
whole, he regarded it as about the most
valuable part of the Bill. The possibility
of trouble being caused to tenants by the
extortions of sharp landlords had been
rather a scandal in the pas\:.
Mr. GAUNSON observed that this part
of the Bill appealed to him very strongly,
but he wished to point out that the marginal
note to the clause was misleading, because
it would make it appear that the clause was
purely and simply a copy of the corresponding section in the English Act. It now
appeared that certain words had been
allowed to creeD into the clause, although
they did not ap~pear in the English section
at all. That was shockingly misleading.
The Minister was to be thanked for having pointed it out, but it showed at once the
terrible dan O'er that the Committee was running, as an binsufficiently equipped body, in

Bill.

dealing with matters of such a highly technical character.
That was his (Mr.
Gaunson's) reason for suggesting on the
second reading that it would be wise to
refer Bills of this kind to a committee of
the House. He looked upon a layman who
was intelligent as quite as good as any
lawyer. The lawyer only had a technical
training, and if he was not competent to
explain a matter of law to a layman, so
that it might be quickly grasped and understood as to its true meaning and effect, he
was no lawyer at all.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY called attention to subclause (3), which was as follows:'Where a lessor is proceeding by action or
otherwise to enforce a right of re-entry or forfeiture under any covenant proviso or stipulation in a lease, the Court may on application by
any person claiming as under-lessee any estate
or interest in the property comprised in the lease
or any part thereof either in the lessor's action
(if any) or in any action brought by such person
for that purpose make an order vesting for the
whole term of the lease or any part thereof in
any person entitled as under-lessee to any estate
or interest in such property upon such conditions
as to execution of any deed or other document,
payment of rent, costs, expenses, damages, com.
pensation, giving security or otherwise as the
Court in the circumstances of each case shall
think fit, but in no case shall any such underlessee be entitled to require a lease to be granted
to him for any longer term than he had under his
original sub.-Iease.

He said that the English Conveyancing Act
of 1881 did not contain this sub-clause,
which was included in the Conveyancing
Act of 1892. A case had just come out,
that of Grey v. Bonsall, in which it was
decided that sub-clause (3), not being part
of the section in the English Act corresponding with clause IS, had to be given a
more liberal construction in favour of the
tenants than if it was contained in the section. When this sub-clause was inserted
here that case was not decided, and he now
proposed to give this sub-clause the same
effect as in England by inserting it separately. He begged to moveThat sub-clause (3) be omitted.

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY called attention to subclause (4), which was as follows:For the purposes of this section a lease includes
an original or derivative u,n?er-lease, also a
grant securing a rent by conditIon; also an agreement for a lease where the lessee has become
entitled to have his lease granted, and tc underlease" shall also include an, agreement for an
" under-lease" where the under-lessee has become
entitled to have his under-lease granted; and a
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lessee includes an original or derivative underlessee and the heirs, executors, administrators,
and assigns of a lessee, also a grantee under such
a grant as aforesaid, his heirs. and assigns, " and
"1 this Act under-lessee shall Include any person
'derivin o title under or from an under-lessee";
and a lessor includes an original or derivative
under-lessor and the heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns of a lessot, also a grantor as
afcresaid and his. heirs ang assigns.

of money 'in the nature of a fine shall be payable
for or in respect of such licence or consent; but
this proviso shall not preclude the ri~ht to require the payment of a reasonable sum m respect
of any legal or other expense incurred in relation
to such licence or consent,

He said that he was omitting it for the
same reason as the preceding sub-clause had
been omitted, and it would be inserted later
on. He begged to moveThat sub-clause (4) be omitted.

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. MACKINNON called attention to
sub-clause (8), which was as follows:'When a lessee has assigned or transferred. the
lease with the consent of the lessor, the assIgnment or transfer reciting such consent, and t~e
lessor has sianed the assignment or transfer In
verification of such recital, the insolvency of the
lessee after such assignment or transfer shall not
work a forfeiture or determine the lease unless
the condition for forfeiture or insolvency contained in the lease be therein expressly extended
to insolvency of the lessee after the date of such
assignment or transfer.

He said that on rea'ding this it struck him
at once as not being very nicely prepared.
Was this the language of the English section?
Mr. MACKEY stated that this was new
matter suggested by the Commissioner of
Titles. As the honorable member remarked,
he did not think the clause had been well
drafted. It had been amended in the other
place and rather improved, but he thought
it was capable of Improvement generally.
They could pass this sub-cl~use, and have
it reconsidered when the BIll was recommitted.
Clause 15, as amended, was agreed to.
On clause 16, with regard to costs of
waiver and forfeiture,
Mr. MACKINNON remarked that there
seemed to be a certain amount of looseness
about this clause.
Mr. MACKEY.-It is drawn from the English Act.
Mr. MACKINNON said he thought it
would be necessary to recommit it also.
Mr. MAcKEy.-Yes; it may be necessary.
The clause was agreed to.
On clause 17, which was as follows.:.In all leases containing a covenant, condItIon,
or agreement against ass~gning, u.nder:letting, or
partin o with the possesslOn or dIspOSIng of the
land ;;r property leased ",:ithout licence or consent, such covenant, condition, or agreement s~~ll,
unless the lease contains an expressed prOVISIOn
to the contrary, be deemed to be subject to a proviso to the effect that [such consent shall not be
unreasonably withheld, and that} no fine or sum

Mr. MACKINNON said that there was
certainly an addition here. It was well
known, of course, that for the purpose of
a tenant subletting or getting rid of the
tenancy the landlord could not unreasonably refuse his consent. Putting in the
words" such consent shall not be unreasonably withheld" was certainly improvizing
a little on our part. That had been the
law for years past. Of course, he did not
object to it.
Mr. MACKEY remarked that he thought
this clause had been put in in consequence
of some recent cases. There was a caseBarrow and Isaacs-bearing on this matter. A tenant could, assign with the consent of his landlord to any respectable and
responsible person. In that case the tenant
assigned to a person who was admitted to
be respectable and responsible, but he
omitted to get the consent of the landlord,
and it was held that he had forfeited his
lease, whereas, if he had applied to the
landlord and had been refused, the Court
would have given him relief.
This provision made no substantial change in the
law, but he did not know that it went as
far as the honorable member stated, but
he could not speak with any certainty on
the matter. He would look into the question.
Mr. GA VNSON observed that this was
a serious subject indeed. In the course of
his practice a few cases had come under
his notice, although it was not in his line
of business, and he did not want to mislead
by pretending to knowledge which he did
not possess. But in the few cases which ~ad
come under his notice, he had met this
state of thin.gs :-Provision had been made
by the lease that the lan910rd should not
refuse his tenant passing away his lease
to another person, provided such person
was respectable, and so forth. There were
cases where the landlord used his power to
throw obstacles in the way of his tenant,
who wanted to transfer his lease to somebody else who would perform all the promises the tenant himself had to fulfil. The
landlord w~uld say, "I will not give you
my consent unless you give me a bonus,"
and very often that bonus was wrung out
'of the tenant, grossly improperly, but, being
paid, it might be assumed that it was done
lawfully.
He would llke to ask the
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Minister whether he would do this, and it
would be 'one of the greatest blessings that
could be conferred as between landlord and
ten3.nt : Wherever the landlord threw ob·
stacles in the way of his tenant in transferring to another person, the tenant to
have the right to bring his landlord
up by the scruff of the neck, otherwise by ordinary summons, to be issued on affidavit.
The tenant vmuld say
that he wanted to assign his lease to a
respectable and solvent person, but that the
landlord was throwing difficulties in the
way, and would not give his consent, and
that he wanted the Court to ascertain whether it would or would not compel the landlord to consent.
That could be done at a
cost of five or ten guineas, with good counsel.
That was the sort of blessing they
wanted to confer upon the tenant, to give
him somt chance against a roguish landlord; and the Lord knew there were enough
of them.
Mr. MACKEY.-I have a clause here providing what will exactly me~t your point.
The clause was agreed to.
Discussion took place on clause 18, which
was as follows:The provisions of this Act relating to or affecting leasehold property or leases or agreements for a lease, or licences to occupy land shall
not apply to any leasehold, lease, agreement for
a lease, or licence granted or sanctioned by or
held under or derived from the Crown, or made
in pursuance of, or controlled by, any statute
or statutory rule or regulation; except in so far
as the same are not inconsistent with anything
contained in such Crown lease, agreement for a
lease, or licence, or with the provisions or intent
of any such statute or statutory rule or regulation.

Mr. MACKEY movedThat this clause be struck out.
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was not in the English Act.
He did not
think it was required here.
Mr. GAUNSON stated that he could not
see why these provisions should not apply to
Crown leases.
The greatest settlement
that took place in Ireland was under the
Ulster Tenant system.
Practically it was
this: The lessee could transfer to anybody who would fulfil the same conditions
If you could get a
as he was liable to.
person who was bound by the law to carry
olit the ;same condidons precisely, why
should not A, a lessee from the Crown,
be permitted to transfer to B, so long as
B stepned into the shoes of A, and did the
same work in carrying out the conditions of
the lease?
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East). Ras the Crown ever refused?
Mr. GAUNSON said that he would not
put it in the power of the Crown to refuse,
so long as the conditions were carried out.
The clause was struck out.
On clause 21, empowering the mortgagor
to inspect title deeds,
Mr. MACKINNON said he supposed
honorable members could take the Minister's assurance that he had satisfied himself
that everything in the Real Property Statute, which they were repealing-and a
great deal of it was concerned in this
question of mortgages-had been properly
covered by this clause.
Mr. MACKEY.-Yes.
Mr. MACKINNON said there were a
great many sections repealed, and he had
not been able to check them all with this
Bill.
The clause was agreed to.
On clause 23, relating to powers incident
to the estate, or the interest of the mortg?.gee, a!1d headed " S,lje j Insurance j Timber,"
Mr. MACKEY moved-

Re said that he had consulted with
the Minister of Lands with regard
to this
clause, for it affected all
That the word "Timber" be omitted from the
Crown leases.
The first part of it
provided that tlie provisions as to for- headline of this clause.
feiture were not to apply to Crown leases. He said that "timber" had a totally difThe latter part of the clause, however, pro- ferent meaning in this country from the
vided that the provisions of the Act should meaning it had in the old country, where
apply, as far as they were not inconsistent it referred to sawn timber for building purwith anything contained in the lease.
In poses, and its retention in this clause might
the first place these provisions were utte.rly cause considerable confusion, while it would
inconsistent with the provisions of our Land serve no useful purpose whatever.
The amendment was agreed to.
Acts, and even if they were not, he did
not think that they were applicable. The
Mr. MAlCKEY drew attention to subCrown was a most indulgent landlord, and clause (I), relating to the powers proposed to
if it was necessary to give further relief be conferred on the mortgagee, where the
to tenants, it should be done under the mortgage was made by deed, and said that
Land Acts. This was a new clause, and at the end of the first paragraph of the sub-
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clause the following new matter was given
in brackets :-vVith power to make such roads, streets, and
passages, and grant such easements of ri~ht-of
way or drainage over the same as the CHcumstances of the case may require, and he shall
think fit.

These words would give the mortgagee, if
the money was not paid when due, power to
make roads, streets, passages, &c., when he
was cutting up the land into small blocks.
He begged to moveThat the following words be added to the first
paragraph of sub-clause (I )-" that the expenses of
so doing shall be a charge on the mortgaged property in addition. t~ the mort~ag~ money, and
with the same pnonty, and WIth mterest at the
same rate as the mortgage money."

That amendment was sue-gested by the
Committee of Counsel, and- he thought it'
ought to be adopted.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would explain
to the lay members of the House the real
and true effect of the proposal.
The borrower was the unfortunate man who pledged
his land for the repayment of the money
lent to him.
Now, although it was never
contemplated between the lender and the
borrower that the lender should be in a
position to enormously increase the amount
of money the borrower would finally have
to pay to him-that the lender should be at
liberty to cut up the land, make roads, grant
easements, and spend money in drainage
works, with a view, it would, no doubt, be
said, to make the propertv sell to better
advantage, in order to get back the mone,Y
lent to him-that could be done under thIS
proposal.
Sir SAMUE.L GILLOTT.-It cuts the same
\vay against the lender.
Mr. GA U~SON said the lender might
be a nasty tempered man, who was dete:-mined to create more expense, and go III
for making roads where there was no necessity for them.
The expense would fall
HDon the poor borrower.
He (Mr. Gaunson) would not give the lender that power
at all.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-Put
in the words " with the consent of the mortgagor," that will make it all right.
Mr. GAUNSON said that was a most
clever suggestion from an intelligent layman, who had come to the assistance of the
lawyers.
It was a proper and valuable
amendment.
He (Mr. Gaunson) did not
pretend to be speaking from what was
called a well-considered stand-point, because he was rather thinking on his legs.
He had not read the Bill, but was rapidly
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running through it, and endeavouring to
understand it.
Mr. BENT.-YOU are doing remarkably
well.
Mr. GAUNSON said it was only a glimmering of the measure he had yet got, and
he might be raising an objection that was
not well founded; but it se.emed to him that
they were proposing to place it in the power
of the lender to be recalcitrant.
Mr. J. CAMERON.-( Gippsland East).There may be cases where it would be to
the advantage of parties to have it done.
Mr. MACKINNON said he was afratid
that the suggestion of the honorable member for Gippsland East, if adopted, would
be really troublesome in the realization of
a security.
The words in this clause
which the Minister referred to were not in
the corresponding section of the English
Act, but such a provision was a good one
to have in this country. The object of the
clause was to provide a short form of mortgage. The mortgage deeds were to contain
by inference, among other covenants, this
covenant, that when the mortgage money
had become due, the mortgagee was to
have the power to realize the security, and
get his mone'y back. If the amount realized was more than required to satisfv his
debt, he was to disburse the balance' in a
certain specified way.
Ther~ was also
given him, to assist in the realization,
power to make roads, streets, and passages,
grant easements, carry out drainage operations, and so on. And it was very proper
that the mortgagee should have that power,
if he could not get his money back in the
ordinary way j but if they enacted that he
must have the consent of the mortgagor,
and the mortgagor was an ill-conditioned
person, he would refuse to grant his consent until he was handsomely paid for
it, so that they would be giving to the
mortgagor, who had financially no merit,
power to prevent the proper re,alization
of the estate. That would be very wrong.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
stated that, when a man borrowed money
on the security of his land, neither party
might contemplate the carrying out of any
improvements of this sort at· all j but it
might occur to the lender that he would
be able to freeze out the borrower, if he
made a lot of improvements as provided
for in this clause. It was, therefore, a very
dangerous power to give to the mortgagee.
Mr. GA UNSON stated that the honorable member for Prahran had not convinced him, by a long way. In the old
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'country they were in the habit of considering legislation very carefully indeed,
and very few contingencies were left unprovided for. Now, this provision was
not found in the English Act, and it ought
not to be found in this measure. Honorable members were considering these
clauses very hastily. Let them go back to
the beginning of the clause, and see what
the effect of it would be as the words
stood. Of course, the Minister might intend to put in some further words. Instead
of quoting the words of the clause, he (Mr.
Gaunson) would interpret them. The lender,
where the security was by deed, was to
have the following powers, to a like extent-these were the important words-as
if they had been in terms conferred by the
deed itself. What did that mean? It did
not mean that the payment to the lender
should come out of the rent, and that if
tlre rent did not provide the money, the
borrower should not be further liable, but
that the poor borrower was bound, body,
soul, and breeches, to the lender.
~[r. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).If he does not wear a kilt.
Mr. GA UN SO N said that if the rent
was not sufficient to pay the lender, he
could sue the borrower to the uttermost
farthing on his covenant, and take almost
the very bed from und'erneath him to pay
the additional money.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-It is a monstrosity.
jIr. GAUNSON said he hoped the honorable member would help him to abort
it before it was born.
Mr. MACKEY.-The Government are proposing a clause which will largely curtail the extravagant power the mortgagee
has at present.
Mr. GAUNSON said the lender had not
this power now.
Mr. MACKINNoN.-He has a somewhat
similar power.
Mr. GAUNSON said the lender had
any power that the deed conferred. He
might telll the borrower that he could not
call his soul his own, if it was so provided
in the bond, and that if he did, the money
'would thereby become immediately due.
Under the Bill as it stood, the lender, from
a wicked motive, might incur a large expenditure in the constr'uction of roads, &c.,
not to enhance the value of the property at
all, but to plunge the borrower into ruin.
The poor borrower might thus be " diddled"
out of the benefit he might get from his
land, and if there was any deficiency, t~e
lender still seized upon what was called his
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covenant, and the other poor beggar was a
pretty poor cove at the end of the transaction. He hoped this would not be persevered with, or that, if it was, the lender
should look to the land al'One to repay him
the amount of the loan.
Mr. MACKEY expressed the opinion
that this sub-clause would operate to the
advantage of the mortgagor. It had been
suggested that the words " with the consent
of the mortgagor" should be inserted, but
the Bill itself provided for that in subclause (2), which was as follows:The provisions of this Act relating to the foregoing powers comprised either in this section or
in any subsequent section regulating the exercise
of those powers, may be varied or extended by
the mortgage deed and as so varied or extended
shall, as far as may be operate in the like manner, and with all the like incidents, effects, and
consequences as if such variations or extensions
were contained in this Act.

If the mortgag'Or did not want this provision, all he had to do was to say so in the
deed of mortgage.
Mr. GAUNSON.-The borrower has to put
up with whatever the lender wishes.
Mr. MACKEY said he would have to do
so in any event. The object of this measure was to save all the trouble and expense
of inserting in mortgage deeds and other
deeds of conveyance provisions which were
now always inserted.
This was a clause
that was always inse.rted in the mortgage
deed.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I never saw it inserted
in a mortgage deed in my life.
Mr. MACKEY said he was assured that
it was very common. If the words "with
the consent 'Of the mortgagor" were put in,
the effect would be, seeing that the pext
sub-clause properly allowed the mortgagor
and mortgagee to make any terms they
pleased before they entered on the mortgage, that the mortgage deed would contain a clause to this effect-" the words
, with the consent of the mortgagor' shall be
deemed to be omitted."
Therefore, the
amendment would be quite useless.
The
Bill was to shorten these long forms, and,
if this amendment was made, a clause would
be inserted in the deed to get over it, and
it would be a case of " as you were."
Mr. J. C4MERON (Gippsland East). - I
should like to see a clause in this Bill to
provide that those words must not be
omitted.
.
Mr. MACKEY said that that could not
be done.
Mr: MACKIN:NON said the adoption
of the suggestion of the honorable member
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for the Public Officers wOl~d simply mean
that the mortgagor would have to pay a
bigger rate of interest. This was not at all
an uncommon power to give a mortgagee.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-It is getting common now in practice.
Mr. MACKINNON said subdivision was
now regarded as one of the most advantageous methods of sale, and to carry out a
subdivision properly there must be very
considerable powers to drain and make
roads and generally prepare the land for
allotments. To provide that the mortgagee
might have this power orily with the consent of the mortgagor, when it was contemplated at the time the mortgage was
entered into that the mortgagee was to have'
the power, would simply mean hampering
the mortgagee from realizing his property
in any way. It would be better to knock
the power out altogether than to put in those
words.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would like to
see this power knocked out.
What the
parties might agree to they agreed to, and
there was an end of it, and the Lord help
them. Very often He should have mercy
Still,
on the soul of the poor borrower.
it was quite a common thing to make bargains for the parties by Act of Parliament·
It was th~ mortgagee who was allowed this
power if he thought fit, and not the poor
borrower, who had to pay for the whole of
the so-called benefits. He would like to
move an amendment to insert "with the
consent of the mortgagor."
Mr. BENT.-Cannot you move this on
the recommittal?
~1r. GAUNSON.-Certainly.
Mr. Mackey's amendment "ras agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY drew attention to paragraph (iii.), which was as follows:(iii.) A power while the mortgagee is in possession to cut and sell timber and other trees ripe
for cutting and not planted or left standing for
shelter or ornCtment, or to contract for any such
cutting and sale, to be completed within any time
not exceeding twelve months from the making of
the contract,

and movedThat this paragraph be omitted.

The amendment was agreed to, and the
clause, as atmended, was adopted.
On clause 24, which provided that a
mortgagee should not exercise the power of
sale conferred by this Act unless and until
notice requiring payment of the mortgage
money had been served, and default had
been made in the payment of the mortgag~ money, or part thereof, for one month
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after such service, or unless some inte.rest
under the mor.tgage was in arrear, and unpaid for one month after becoming due,
~fr. MACKINNON movedThat "one month" wherever occurring,
omitted, and "two months" inserted.

be

He said that one month was a very short
In England two months ,;'ere alperiod.
lowed.
Mr. BENT.-Give him'two months.
The amendment was agreed to, and the
clause, as amended, was adopted.
On clause 27, providing for the amount
and application of insurance money,
Mr. ~IACKINNON drew attention to
sub-clause (I), wh{ch was as follows:The amount of an insurance effected bv a mortgagee against loss or damage by fire tinder the
power in that bej1alf conferred by this Act, shall
not exceed the amount specified in the mortgage
deed, or if no amount is therein specified [the full
insurable value of the buildings upon the mortgaged land, nor the amount owing to the mortgagee in respect of the mortgage.]

He said that here again there was a departure from the English practice.
Was
there any reason for it?
Mr. 'MACKEY said that in this case the
insurance was effected by the mortgagee, and
there was no reason why the mortgagee
should no: be allowe.d to insure to the fun
value of the property.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Who pays?
Mr. MACKEY said surely there, was
no objection to allowing the mortgagee, if
it was agreed that the premiums should be
paid by the borrower, to insure to the full
val ue.
Otherwise a special covenant would
be inserted in the deed in every case, and
the object of the Bill to shorten the procedure would be defeated. He also desired
to call attention to sub-clause (3), which
was as follows:All money received on an insurance effected
under the mortgage deed or under this Act, shall,
if the mortgagee so requires, be applied by the
mortgagor [or mortgagee] in making good the loss
or damage in respect of which the money is received.

He begged to moveThat the words "or mortgagee" be omitted.

These words were not in the English Act,
and were ungrammatical.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY called attention to subclause (4), which was as follows;Without prejudice to any obligation to the contrary imposed by Jawor by special contract, a
mortgagee may require that all money received
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on an insurance be applied in or towards discharge of the money due under his mortgage,

and movedThat after the word "insurance" the words
" effected under the mortgage deed or under this
Act" be inserted.

This was an omission from the' English
. Act, and the authorities pointed out that
it was omitted in error.
Mr. GAUNSON said that he thought it
was a mistake to have struck out the words
"or mortgagee" in the previous sub-clause.
Mr. MACKEY.-We can reconsider it.
Mr. MACKINNON said that if the
clause was to be recommitted there was another point to consider. It was a matter
of common knowledge that frequently mo~t
gagees obtained, not an insurance policy,
but an assigned policy, and these policies
were not effected under the mortgage deed,
nor under the Act. . Another word would
have to be added to the words added by the
Minister.
Mr. MACKEY.-A somewhat similar provision to that in the Landlord and Tenant
Act.
The amendment was agreed to.
The clause, as amended, was agreed to.
On clause 29, dealing with the form of
statutory mortgage in the Second Schedule,
Mr. MACKEY called attention to the
following paragraphs of sub-clause (2):That the mortgagor will, on the stated day [or
time of happening of the stated event] pay to the
mortgagee the stated mortgage money, with interest thereon, in the meantime at the stated rate,
and will thereafter, if, and as long as the mortgage money or any part thereof remains unpaid,
pay to the mortgagee interest thereon, or on the
unpaid part thereof, at the stated rate by equal
[quarterly] payments, the first thereof to be made
at the end of [threel calendar months from the
day stated for payment of the mortgage money.
That if the mortgagor on the stated day [or
time of happening of the stated event] pays to the
mortgagee the stated mortgage money with interest thereon in the meantime at the stated rate,
the mortgagee at any time thereafter, at the request and cost of the mortgagor, shall re-convey
the mortgaged property to the mortgagor, or as
he shall direct,

and movedThat the words "or time or happening of the
stated event" be omitted in each case where they
occurred.

These words were inserted by the draftsman with the evident intention of providing
for cases where there had been a mortgage
by deposit to the banks payable on demand. The clause would not render the
words operative, and the draftsman had
not made the consequential alterations
necessary. The words were not applicable in this case, and by omitting them
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the clause would be exact I y the same as
the section in the English Act.
The amendment was agreed to.
The clause, as amended, was agreed to.
On clause 35, which was as follows : Where a person in his own right seized of or
entitled to land for an estate in fee simple, or
for any leasehold interest at a rent is an infant,
the land shall be deemed to be settled estate
within [Part V. and Part VI. of the Real Property Act 1890],

Mr. MACKEY movedThat all the words after the word "infant"
be omitted, with the view of inserting the words
"then for the purposes of Part V. of the Real
Property Act 1890, the land shall be deemed to
be settled estate, and the infant to be tenant for
life thereof."

He said the object of the amendment was
to carry out more effectively what was intended by the clause. These words had
been suggested by Mr. Weigall and the
Committee of Counsel.
The amendment was agreed to.
The clause, as amended, was agreed to.
On clause 36, which was as follows:'Where a tenant for life is an infant, or an infant would, if he were of full age, be a tenant
for life, the powers of a tenant for life under
[Part V. of the Real Property Act 1890], may be
exercised on his behalf by the trustees of the
settlement, and if there are none, then by such
person and in such manner as the Court, on the
application of a testamentary or other guardian
or next friend of the infant, either generally or
in a particular instance, orders,

Mr. MACKEY movedThat after the word" life" (line I), the words
" or a person having the same powers as a tenant
for life under Part V. of the Real Property Act
1890" be inserted.

Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-What is the reason
for this amendm'ent?
Mr. MACKEY said that in the Real
Property Act there were certain provisions
dealing with settled estate in the case r)f
infants, granting powers of leasing and so
on.
There was, however, a defect regarding certain persons who had to exerci5~ 1.he
powers of the infant. The Supreme Court
had been trying for years to devise a means
to give these powers.
This amendment
would simply carry out what the Supreme
Court had sought to do ineffectively in the
past.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY movedThat after the word "life" (line 3), the words
"or have the same powers under Part V. of the
Real Property Act 1890" be inserted.

The amendment was agreed to.
The clause, as amended, was agreed to.
On clause 48, "covenants to bind heirs,
&c.,"
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Mr. MACKINNON said he observed
" heirs" in this clause.
He thought we
had got rid of them.
Mr. MACKEY said that this was a
covenant relating to land of inheritance
or devolving on the heir as special occupant. We had not altogether got rid of
the heir. We had transferred certain
rights and liabilitIes to the executor or administrator in matters of probate and administration. Since these covenants were
used to bind the heirs the construction now
was that, in the event of probate anld
administration, they bound the executors
and administrators.
Mr. MACKINNON.-Do the covenants follow that form?,
.
Mr. MACKEY said thev did.
Under
the Companies Act certain -'covenants were
inferred to bi.nd; the heirs.
The clause wlas agreed to.
On clause 58, of which sub-clause (I)
was as follows:An order of the Court, under any statutory or
other jurisdiction, shall not, as against a purchaser, be inval~dated on the ground of want of
jurisdiction or of want of any concurrence, consent, notice, or .service, whether the purchaser
has notice of any such want or not.
This section
shall have effect with respect to any lease, sale,
or other act under the authority of the Court, and
purporting to be in pursuance of the [Real Property Act 1890-1,

Mr. l\'IACKEY movedThat after the word "Court" (line I), the
words "purporting to be" be inserted.

He said that the insertion of these words
were recommended by the text-writers in
order to save expense in obtaining such
orders.
Mr. GAUNSON said he failed to see
how the words " purporting to be" could be
applied to orders made by the Court before
the commencement of the Act.
Mr. MACKEY said he saw no reason why they should not apply.
It must
be an order of the ,court, and the only question was whether the Court had jurisdiction.
As the Court" purported" to have
jurisdiction, it would be assumed to have
that jurisdiction unless its jurisdiction was
challenged.
The amendment was agreed to, and the
clause, as amerided, was· passed.
On clause 59, which Was as follows:The forms contained in the several Schedules
to this Act, and the forms for the time being
in force under this Act, may be modified or
altered in expression to suit the ,circumstances of
every case, and any variation from such forms
respectively in .any respect not being matter of
substance shall not affect their validity or regularity,
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Mr. MACKEY said that this c1au,~was
not in the English Act, and was utterly
unnecessary. The matter was provided for
by previous clauses, and the Committee of
Counsel advised' that the clause should be
struck out. He (Mr. Mackey) would therefore ask the Committee to negative it.
Mr. MACKINNON said he would like
to know by whom the clause was inserted
in the Bill?
IHr. ?vlACKEY.-By the draftsman.
Mr. MACKINNON said it was a little
surprising that clauses which were found
to be of no use whatever had been placed
in the Bill. He did not altogether like it.
The clause was struck out.
Mr. MACKEY said he begged to move
the insertion of a new clause AA, to follow clause IS.
This was the sub-clause
that had been omitted from clause IS, and
it was proposed to re-enact it as a separate
clause.
The clause was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY said he begged to move
a new clause BB. Practically this was another sub-clause-sub-clause (4)-that had
been omitted from clause IS, and it ,vas now
proposed to re-enact it as a separate clause
with a slight verbal alteration.
The clause was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY proposed the following
new clause:Cc. Except as to sections J, K, L, M, N, the
provisions of this part of this Act shall not apply
to mortgages of land "nder the Transfer of Land
Act 1890 effected by instruments of mortgage under
that Act.

He said that this clause would immediately
Earlier in the even;ng
precede clause 19.
he had proposed it as a new sub-clame jn
clause 19, but the honorable member for
Prahran had pointed out that it would be
advisable to make it a separate clause.
The clause was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY proposed the foll'Hving
new clause, to be inserted before clall<;e
II : A. The provisions of this part of this Act shall
appl y to leases and sub-leases of land under the
Tra1l.'>fer of Land Act 1890 notwithstanding anything in that Act contained.

He said the object of this clause was to
make it clear how far this measure applied
to the Transfer of Land Act.
The clause was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY proposed the following
new claus~ to follow clause 13:B. No lessee shall be prejudiced or damaged
by payment of any rent to any grantor, transferror, or assignor of any reversion, or by breach
of any condition for non-payment of rent before
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notice shall be given to him of such grant, transfer, or assignment by the grantee, transferee, or
assignee.

He said this was taken almost verbatim
et literatim from the Landlord and Tenant
Act.
It was provided in that Act that
where the landlord was sold out without giving notice to the tenant, and the
tenant afterwards paid rent to the landlord without such notice, the tenant was
to be protected. Tlhis clause would extend
the same protection in the cases mentioned
by it.
The clause was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY stated that the honorable
member for the Public Officers had raised a
point which was of some importance. In
the case of a landlord and tenant, as the
honorable member pointed out, difficulties
often arose, and great hardship was inflicted. At present, the only way of overcoming those difficulties was by a Supreme
Court action, or by the tenant submitting,
for fear of the expense, to the injustice of
the landlord. Now, clause 10 allowed a
summary procedure to be adopted with regard to disputes between vendor and purchaser. He (Mr. Mackey) had now drafted
a similar clause in almost the same words,
with the object of giving the same relief
without unnecessary expense with regard to
disputes between landlord and tenant. He
begged to propose the insertion of the new
clause.
Jfr. MACKINNON.-Is that to apply to all
disputes between landlord and tenant?
Mr. MACI{EY.-No; it would not appI y to any dispute as to the existence of the
lease or its validity, but it would apply to
any ot,her dispute that might arise.
Mr. GAUNSON expressed the opinion
that this new clause would be of very great
benefit to the public at large, and he was
very glad that the Minister had seen his
way to adopt his (1\1r. Gaunson's) suggestion. It would give much needed relief to
tenants throughout the whole of this country) and would, he believed, be found a
very valuable improvement in our law.
The clause was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY said he had now to propose a series of "clauses which were taken
verbatim from the English Apportionment
Act of 1870, without any alteration except
the omission of a few words relating to
tithes which did not apply to this country.
These provisions had been found very beneficial in the old country, and the Committee
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of Counsel strongly recommended their
adoption here. He begged to moveThat new clauses D, E, F, G, H, and I be inserted in the Bill.

1\1r. MACKINNON expressed the opinion
that these clauses would be found very serviceable. He wished to point out, however,
that there were at present in the Real Propertv Act two sections dealing with apportionment. One of them was a very long,
cumbersome section, and it had been since
amended. Would it not be well to repeal
those sections, and re-enact" them witlh the
rest?
I
Mr. l\IACKEY said he thought the honorable member for Prahran had made a
very good suggestion, and he would see
whether it could not be adopted.
The clauses were agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY moved the following new
clause, to follow clause 22 : (I) On a decree, judgment, or order absolute
for foreclosure, the mortgagee and any person
claiming through him shall be deemed to have
taken the property mentioned in such decree,
judgment, or order in full satisfaction of the
money secured by the mortgage, and his right or
equity to bring any action, or to take other proceedings, for the recovery of the said money from
the debtor, surety, or other person shall be extinguished.
{2} Nothing in this section shall be construed to
prevent the mortgagee or any other person claiming through him from exercising any right to
foreclose any other security for the payment of
the said money.

He said that this law made a considerable
change in the law of mortgage. It was not
found in the English Act, but he had consulted the Attornev-General and other Ministers in regard to it, and they thoroughly
approved of it. The point was this: The
mortgagee now had practically two chief
remedies. If he could not get paid he
could sell the property mortgaged, and the
mortgagor remained indebted to him for
the balance, should the property not realize
the full amount; or the mortgagee could
foreclose on an order of foreclosure from
the Supreme Court.
The effect of that
order of foreclosure was that the property
could never be redeemed. If the property
increased enormously in value by the mortgagee retaining it, the mortgagee coulJ
then sell it, and keep the whole of the increase without handing a penny to the
mortgagor. The mortgagor had no corresponding right. Since the foreclosure was
final for the mortgagor it should be final
also for the mortgagee. At present the
law was all in favour of the mortgagee,
and this clause provided that if the mort-
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gagee chose to foreclose on the property law or in equity on the ground that any object of.
power has been altogether excluded, but every
that was final, and the mortgage debt would such
such appointment shall be valid and effectual,
l;>e extinguished.
notwithstanding that anyone or more of the objects shall not thereby or in default of appointThe new clause was agreed to.
ment take a share' or shares of the property subOn new clause 0, with regard to the j ect to such power.
leasing powers of mortgagor and of mort(2) Provided always and be it enacted that
nothing in this section contained shall prejudice
gagee in possession,
or affect any provision in any deed, will, or
:Mr. MACKEY said that this was in the other instrument creating any power which shall
Bill when the measure was before the declare the amount or the share or shares from
Council, but was struck out.
He did not which no object of the power shall be excluded,
think that anything could be said in justifi- or some one or more object or objects of the
cation of striking it out, as the clause power shall not be excluded.
simply introduced t,he section in the Eng. He said that this was taken verbatim from
In the case of powers
lish Act. It was struck out in the Council, the English law.
as it was thought to be against the interest of appointment at present, where a person
of the mortgagee, and he was now introduc- had power to appoint money to a certain
ing it in a modified form, for in sub-clause class of persons, we allowed anyone of
(3) he was altering the period of six months that class to be practically excluded. While
we allowed an illusory appo~ntment of a
to twelve months.
1\1r. l\iACKINNoN.-What is the exact ob- penny or a shilling, there was no reason
why we should not allow an exclusive apject of this clause?
Mr. IvIACKEY said that in the case of pointment.
Mr. GAUNSON remarked that the exa mortgage at present, if the mortgagor
granted a lease without the consent of the pression "illusory appointment" showed
mortgagee-that was under the general law what an extraordinary thing it was to be
-and the mortgagee afterwards came into legislating in this way. \Vhat did his honpossession, that lease absolutely came to orable friends here know about an illusorv
.
an end.
The mortgagor, in consequence, appointment,?
frequently found a difficulty in getting a
The new clause was agreed to.
tenant, for, people would not take up leases
Mr. MACKEY proposed the following
where they might be turned out by a third new clause:party before the time expired. In the inR. The term "month," when used in any contere.sts of both parties there should be power
mortgage, lease, under-lease, agreement
for a lease to be granted, provided the mort- veyance,
for a lease or under-lease, contract of sale, or
gagor leased the property at the best rent any document, or transaction relating to property
obtainable, and with all the restrictions shall be deemed to mean calendar month, unless
mentioned in these provisions. The Coun- the circumstances oth~rwise require.
cil rejected this c1 ause at the instance of Sir He said that in this State a month meant
Henry Cuthbert, who said that if such a a lunar month, and there were thirteen
clause was adopted he would not advise months in the year in connexion with conanyone to lend money on mortgage.
He tracts relating to land. There six months
(Mr. Mackey) could' not understand that re- meant six periods of twenty-eight days, and
mark. Assuming that this clause was not six calendar months.
against the interests of the mortgagee, all
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Could you not bring in
that the mortgagee had to do, in drawing
a
general
Act to provide. that a month in
up the mortgage deed, was to say that the
every Act should mean a calendar month?
clause was not to apply. It was then not
Mr. MACKEY said that it was advisable
binding on him. This clause was in the
English Act, and unless it was inserted to do that, but in dealing with one subhere, instead of having the short forms at ject he preferred to legislate on that subje,ct alone, and hence he had restricted this
th/~ end of the Bill, they would have to
definition to transactions referring to prohave these long clauses in addition.
perty. There was a Supreme Court ad ion
The clause was agreed to.
Mr. MACKEY proposed the following the other day in which a man had to give
six months' notice of an option, and the
new clause:whole dispute was whether he. had given
(I) No appointment, which from and after the six months' notice or not.
If bv that
1St day of March, 1905, shall be made in exercise
of any power to appoint any property, real or peT- was meant a calendar month, he had not ';
sonal, amongst several objects shall be invalid at but if a lunar month was meant, he had.
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There. were two counsel on each side" and able members, he (Mr. Gaunson) thought
the,y did not know for certain what was the honorable members should express their
la w in the matter.
thanks to him because he very much deserved
the, compliment.
The clause was agreed to.
Mr. MURRAY.'----You lawyers can be very
The preamble having been agreed to,
:Mr. MACKEY said he would like to complimentary to one another.
Mr. GA UNSON.-Sometimes.
thank honorable members very much for the
The Bill was then reported with amendvery attentive way they had listened to a
ve,ry dry subject.
He was quite certain ments.
that if this Bill became law, it would reallv
At
confer a boon on the community.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 190:~
this stage he would also like to th~nk the
AMENDI\,fENT BILL (No.3).
members of the Law Institute and the ComMr. BENT moved the second re.ading c,f
mittee of Counsel for the days they had this Bill.
He said-This is simply a Bill
devoted to the Bill, and for the most to enable us to correct one or two little
valuable improvements they had suggested.
omissions from the Local Government Act,
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that it and is for the purpose of enabling a shire,
would be wise now, when a Bill had been unde,r certain circumstances, to become a
The measure has been brought
brought forward to settle the law in regard borough.
to real property for same y€ars to come, in at this time to meet the cases of the
that they should consolidate all the laws in Shire of Coburg and the Shire of Malvern.
regard to real property, and put the law It is simply a technical Bill, and there is no
I
on this subject in a final form.
He hoped change of principle invo1Yed.
The motion was agreed to.
the Government would do that.
The Bill was then read a second time
Mr BENT.-We have it in hand now.
and committed.
Mr GAUNSON said l1e hoped--that when
On clause 5, validating past orders of
that was done, they would not use the word the Governor in Council,
(. consolidate JJ alone, because that would be
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he undersimply putting an extra Act on the statutethat this Bill would do n~thin.g else
stood
Of all the
book that was unnecessary.
attempts at legislation, of all the vast monu- but enable a shire, under certam CIrcumments of misguided mental effort, the Con- stances, to become a borough.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-That is so.
solidated Statutes were among the worst.
?vIr. GAUNSON stated th!lt as far as he
Thev were simply an example of misdirected
energy, and they had been the greatest understood this Bill it was precisely what
curse to the community, because one had to the Government declared it to be, and was
go back to the old Acts to ascertain what strictly confined to meeting the object menThere were some
was the law, and the old Acts stood as the tioned by the Premier.
law. If the consolidated Acts varied from matters in connexion with the Local Gothe old Acts the consolidated Acts had to vernment iAct that required \llteration, but
be departed from, and they had been a very it would not be proper to ask for them to
be inserted in this measure, which dealt
curse to practising lawyers.
with one subject only. He hoped, howMr. MACKEY.-They are deceptive some- ever, that the Government would permit
times.
some alterations of the Local Government
Mr. GAUNSON said he hoped that if Act to be made, in the course of this sesthey were not going to codify, they would sion. For instance, in connexion with byconsolidate and amend, but in the title thev laws of municipal bodies, ,there was no
should not use the word "consolidate" onl~, power 10 deal with them, as to their being
but the, words "consolidate and amend"," ultra vires, in Courts of Petty Sessions, and
as had been done in England recently, in municipalities were driven into the Supreme
regard to the Factories Acts. This was the Court. He hoped the Government would
first time the honorable member for Gipps- not set its face against alterations of the
land 'Vest, as an honorarv Minister, had Local (;.overnment Act, if good reasons
been in charge of a Bill ~f such immense could be shown for the changes proposed.
importance to the legal fraternity, and to
The clause was agreed to."
the public at large:
The honorable :memThe Bill, having been gone through, was
ber had acquitted himself very well indeed, reported without amendment, and the reand whilst he, had been thankful to honor- port was adopted.

"Vllild Dogs Act

1901

Revival

On the motion of 1\.fr. BENT, the Bill
was then read a third time.
'WILD DOGS ACT 1901 REVIVAL
AND CO:NTI~UATION BILL.
Mr. MURRAY moved the second reading of this Bill. He said-This is a Bill
to revive an tAct which was passed in 1901.
The operation of that Act was limited to
three years, which expired on the 31st of
last month. There was considerable discussion in the House at the time it was
passed, the usefulness of the measure then
before the Chamber being questioned. The
House can accept my assurance that it has
been found a very useful Act. It has
diminished the nuisance of wild dogs, and
enabled occupiers of land to run sheep
where it was previously impossible to do
so on account of the ravages of wild dogs.
The annual cost is not great. The payment
by the State is limited to lOS. per head,
and the total expenditure to £500 a year.
The actual expenditure has been under
£300 a year. A great· number of wild
dogs have been destroyed-from 600 to 70Q
a year.
The /Act has kept down what
threatened to be a very dangerous pest in
many country districts, and has enhanced
the value of Crown lands in the rougher
parts of the State. I now ask the House to
consent to the Act being made a permanent
measure.
The mofon was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time
and committed.
On cbuse 2, reviving and continujng
the Wild Dogs Act 1901,
)'1r. GA UNSON asked if it was intended
to destroy all the wild dogs in the State?
Mr. MURRAY.-If possible.
Mr. GAUNSON said it would be a pity
to destroy all the fauna of Victoria.
The Bill, having been gone through, was
reported without amendment, and the report was adopted.
O.!l. the motion of Mr :MURRAY, tbe
Bill was then read a third time.
ORDER OF BUSINESS.
Mr. BENT movedThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. THOMSON asked when the Premier intended to proceed with the Closer
Settlement Bill? A number of men were
very anxious to get on the land. The Bill

and C olltinuation Bill.

- 1077

had. been hung up for some time, although
it was a far more important measure than
the Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill.
A number of country members had been
kept waiting about the House for the. Closer
Settlement Bill, and they would be glad if
the Premier \"ould give them some indication as to when he intended to bring forward the measure again.
Mr. PRENDERGAST expressed the
hope that the Premier would stick to the
method clf going straight on with one Bill to
a finish, so that honorable members would
know exactly what business to expect.
Would the Premier intimate what business
he intended to proceed with on Tuesday
next?
.
Mr. BENT said it would be wisest to
take the ~1ines Acts Further Amend:nent
The Bill ought
Bill first on Tuesday.
really to be got through by tea-time.
If
not, he thought he would start the Closer
Settlement Bill after tea on Tuesday. If
he could possibly do it, the Closer Settlement Bill would be gone on with.
He
was very much obliged to honorable members for working so. hard to-day.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You promised to
consider that matter in relation to Mr.
Taverner, and let us know what you intended to do.
Mr. BENT said he had done exactly
what he promised. He had asked for the
shorthand notes. He was told that the Government Shorthand Writer was not very
well, but he understood the transcript
would be ready by Wednesday next. Therefore, by Wednesday he hoped he would
have the papers in connexion with the matter.
Mr. ELMsLIE.-Don't forget that the adjournment of the House is going to be
moved on Tuesday night to discuss the
question of importing a dredge.
Mr. BENT said that honorable members
c~Jl11d move what they liked in that direction.
Mr. GAUNSON stated that he had received a letter from Mr. A. G. Berry, late
of the Agent-General's office in London.
Could the Premier make it convenient to
give the House information about Mr.
Berry's case, which seemed to be wrapped
up with Mr. Taverner's case, when he mentioned the matter about l\fr. Taverner on
Wednesday?
The motion was agreed to.
The House adjourned at two minutes past
six o'clock, until Tuesday, August 23.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Tuesday, August 23, I904.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at ten
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.

Bill (NO.2).

Attorney-General has brought before us wj]l
be considered by the Library Committee tomorrow.
The Han. J. i\L DAVIES remarked
that the Hansard reporters took the evidence down until the adjournment for dinner, when he was informed that it was the
dutv of the Government Shorthand Writer
He then informed the Chief
to do that.
of the Hansard Staff that he did not care
who took the evidence down, so long as it
was taken down, so that he (Mr. Davies)
might be partly responsible.
The PRESIDENT.-The Library Committee will consider the matter to-morrow.

PETITIONS.
Petitions were presented, by the Hon.
A. O. SACHSE, from residents of Greta; by
the Hon. J. BALFOUR, from residents of
Toorak, and from residents of Moorabbin
and Carrum j by the Han. W. PEARSON,
from residents of B.airnsdale; by the
Han. rI'. C. HARWOOD, 'from residents
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
of Paynesville, Bengworden, and Linde(No.2).
now j by the Hon. W. H. EDGAR, from resiThe Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved the
dents of Williamstown j and by the Hon.
He said that
D. MELVILLE, from residents of Brunswick, second reading of this Bill.
praying that the Council would give effect this was a Supply Bill for the sum of
to the expressed wish of the electors in re- £32,402, for the service of the year
ference to Scripture lessons in the State 1903-4. Practically it was to provide for
He might
schools, and that a complete analysis be the Supplementary Estimates.
made and published of the voting at the state that he had been informed-he had
referendUiITl on the introduction of Scrip- not searched himself to see-that this was
the smallest amount which had been asked
ture lessons into the State schools.
for in the Supplementary Estimates for the
last fifteen years, and he thought that that
EXAMINATION OF RAILWAY
must be very satisfactory.
It must not be
OFFICERS AT THE BAR.
imagined that this sum of £32,402 was in
REPORT OF THE EVIDENCE.
addition to the sum voted on last year's
The Hon.· J. M. DAVIES said that Estimates.
It was reallv in substitution
last Wednesday Mr. Norman and Mr. for a part of the sum so voted, because the
Tait, of the Railway Department, gave sum saved out of the votes was greater than
evidence on the subject of the Flinders- this amount.
The sums voted on the Estistreet Railway Station, when the House was mates could onl v be used for the purposes
in Committee. A report of the whole of for whleh they ,~ere voted, and it was somethe proceedings, but not of the evidence, times necessary to change some of these purappeared in Hansard. The evidence was poses, and when that was done, the money
very valuable, and no doubt honorable had to be re-voted on the Supplementary
members would want to refer to it in the Estimates.
For instance, ,if an officer of
future. He did not know what had be- one Department was lent to. another Decome of the evidence. It would have been partment, the salary of that officer, as voted,
much more convenient to have had it re- would lapse, but the Department to which
ported in Hansard, rather than that hon- that officer was lent had to pay for the
orable members should have to hunt up salary, and that had to be provided on the
separate papers. Honorable members always Supplementary
Estimates.
~onorab.le
had Hansard before them, and could refer to members had the items of the EstImates 111
it, but the separate papers, containing the their hands.
There was nothing to say
evidence, might get lost, and probabl y would about them on the second reading, but they
not be in the House at the moment they could be discussed, if necessary, in Comwere wanted. He merely wished to bring mittee.
this matter before the President.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that
The PRESIDENT. - I understand, he thought the Attorney-General had p~t
with regard to taking down the evidence the fairly before the House the object of tIus
other evening, that the Government Short- Bill, and he was' glad to find that these
hand Writer attended. I do not know by Supplementary Estimates ",rere less this year
what authority he attended, or who directed than they had been during the ·last fifteen
him to attend; but the matter which the years.
He thought that very few honor-

Surplus R evenzte
able members had had sufficient time to go
carefully into these items, but he thought
that if they did they would come to the conclusion that many of (he items were necessary, in consec;.uence of transfers of officers
from one Department to another.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I do not sav
that that is so with all of the items.
I
merely gave that as an illustration.
Sir HE~RY CUTHBERT said that he
had asked the Clerk to inform him if there
was anything unusual in these Estimates,
to which the attention of the House should
be directed, and the Clerk assured him that
there ,,~as nothing of that character. The
House might faid y accept these Estimates,
and he thought they had to congratulate the
Government on having the amount so small.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
On clause I, providing for the issue and
application of £32,402,
The Hon. R. B. REES remarked that
the schedule to the Bill had only now been
placed in his hands, and it was very difficult
to examine it closelv in the dme' available.
He desired to knm~ whether this late distribution of the schedule was an omission.
He had asked an honorable member if he
had had the schedule in his hands before,
and he said he had not.
.
The Hon. J. 1'1. DAVIES stated that he
did not know whether what had been done
was the usual practice, but he could
inform
the
honorable
member
that
on this occasion
the· Supplementary
Es6mates
had
been
lying on
the
table for some days, and any honorable
member could have got a copy of them.
'''hen the Bill was read a first time, it was
printed and circulated in the ordinary way,
and the Supplementary Estimates were then
immediately available to everv honorable
membe.r. . He had purposely" kept back
the second reading of this Bill, and the
going into Committee upon it, so that honorable members might have sufficient time to
look into every item if they chose to do
so.
The Bill, having been gone through, was
reported without amendment, and the report was adopted.
On the motion of the Han. J. M.
DAVIES, the Bill was then read a third
time, and passed.
S URPL US REVENUE BILL.
On the order of the dav for the further
consideration of this Bill'in Committee.

Bill.
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Sir HE NR Y CUTHB ERT said that,
before the President left the chair, he
desired to say that he had given a good
deal of care and attention to the discussion that had taken place in connexion with
the construction of a line of railway from
Moe to Walhalla.
He had studied the
evidence very closely, and he was certainly
pleased at hearing Mr. Pearson give the
fair and candid account that he did of the
splendid mine at Walhalla.
He did not
think that the honorable member exaggerated in any degree the importance of that
mine.
But that mine had been worked
for the last forty-one years, and it had
undergone a great change within the last
three years.
The PRESIDENT. - The honorable
member, of course, is speaking by leave of
the House, because a discussion cannot take
place on this matter at the present stage.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I should like
to know what the honorable member is going
to do.
Sir HEKRY CUTHBERT said that
he ,rould tell the honorable gentleman in
two or three minutes.
The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-Before the
honorable member gets the leave of the
House to speak, I should like to know what
he is aiming at.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that he
intended to move that Mr. Tait, Chairman
of the Victorian Railways Commissioners,
be called to the Bar to give evidence.
The PRESIDENT.-When the Committee has sat and has made progress in a
Bill, and the order of the day is that the
Bill be further considered in Committee,
the President leaves the chair without discussion.
But if the lea:der of the House
wishes to make a statement, and the House
gives leave, there is no objection.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-I cannot give
leave.
The House went into Committee for the
further consideration of the Bill.
Discussion (adjourned from Thursday,
August 18) was resumed on the item,
"Towards Walhalla Railway, £30,000."
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that
he "vas very glad that the good
sense of the House was manifested on
the last evening they met, when a number of honorable members desired an adjournment of the debate, owing to several
honorable members wishing to address
themselves to this subject, and the hour
then being too late for them to do so. He
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was very glad indeed that the AttorneyGeneral had consented to meet these honorable members" wishes.
It might be said
by some honorable members that it was
very strange that he (Sir Henry Cuthbert)
should have such an objection to this line
of railway from Moe to Walhalla. The
question that was now before them was
whether it was desirable in the best interest of the country that this line should be
constructed at an expense of £129,000.
That was the estimate which was presented
to Parliament by the Railways Standing
Committee some four years ago, and they
showed in their report that the line 'Would
be worked at a probable deficit of £730.
He thought that that deficit was understated.
If honorable members would look
at the report, they would find that the interest to be charged on the £ 129,000
for the construction of the line was
only 3! per cent., and honorable members
had had evidence before them that thle
Railways Commissioners were paying the
Therefore, on
Government 4! per cent.
that £129,000, there was a certain deficiency of 1 per cent., and that would come
By addto very close on £1,300 a year.
ing that £1,300 to the £730 they had the
In addideficit brought up to £2,000.
tion to that, honorable members had evidence
before them that the population of Walhalla had diminished by one-third, and
therefore the amount that was supposed to
be received fram passenger traffic would also
be diminished by one-third. Then they had
the statement of the Premier that he attached no importance to the revenue that
would be derived from supplying the mines
at Walhalla with firewood.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-I think he said
he did, not rely on that.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that the
Premier stated that he did not take that
into account.
An HONORABLE 'MEMBER.-That he did
not consider it at all.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that the
Premier took a very wise way of dealinl:;
with that.
There were two mines.
One
had been without paying dividends for three
years, and the other was paying dividends j
but each of these two mines had its own
line of tramway, and could supply itself with firewood.
Even if this line
of railway were constructed thev would continue to supply themselves wi'th firewood.
He (Sir Henry Cuthbert) therefore thought
that they might very reasonably, as men of
business and common sense, come to the
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conclusion that, in place of a loss on that
line of £2,000 a year, the loss would be
nearer £3,000.
But it might be said, in
consequence of what the Premier had
stated, that the Government only intended
that £30,000 should be devoted to the purpose of constructing a portion of the line.
for a distance of 10 miles, and that, inasmuch as that length of line for the most
part went through good land, that 10 miles
section would pay.
But if they authorized
'this expenditure on the line from Moe to
Walhalla, a distance of 27! miles, the fact
that they only intended to construct the 10
miles would not be considered, and it would
be said that the House had affirmed and ratified what was done by Parliament in 1900.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-The Premier
said he would refer the extension to the
Railways Standing Committee.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that the
Premier stated that he would. But it was
questionable whether that could be done, and
whether, an Act having been passed by Parliament there was any power to refer that Act
of P~rliament back for the consideration of
the Railways Standing Committee. He did
not think there was any such power, and,
in order to carry out his promise, the Premier should invoke the assistance of both
Houses of Parliament and get a Bill passed
enabling the Railways Standing Committee
to do that.
He (Sir Henry ,Cuthbert) personall y had no interest in this matter. All
that he desired to do was to see that they
were not committing the country to the construction of a non-paying line.
Honorable
members knew, as a fact, that the Railways
Commissioners had already closed up some
Was this to
seventeen non-paying lines.
be the eighteenth non-paying line? He
hoped the Attorney-General would see his
way to accept the motion he was now about
to move.
A great responsibility devolved
upon the Railways Commissioners, and honorable members had had no opinion from
them up to the present as to whether the
Commissioners thought this line was likely
to be' productive or not. He intended to move
that Mr. Tait, the Chairman of the Victorian Railways Commissioners, and an officer from the Lands Department, who could
speak from his own knowledge in reference
to the applications for land during the last
twelve months along this proposed line of
railway, should be called to the Bar to
give evidence. He did not know who would
be the best man to get from the Lands Department, but probably it might be Mr.
If these gentlemen were called
Turner.
I
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to the Bar and examined, his examination
of them would not occupy very long.
If
those witnesses stated that, in their opinion,
this line to 'Walhalla would be a paying line,
all objection on his part would be withdrawn, although the responsibility in the
matter would rest with them.
The CHAIRMAN.-I would suggest to
the honorable member that his proper CClur~e
is to move that I report progress in order
that he may move the motion which he has.
just indicated in the House. Then the
President can give instructions to the Committee to do whatever the House decides,
or the House itself can order it.
I could
not put the motion without the consent of the
House.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that
he had intended to move the motion in the
House, but the President had ruled that
it was not in order.
The CHAIRMAN.-I did not understand the President to rule the motion out
of order. I understood that he said that
notice should be given of the motion at that
stage.
The Hon. J. 1\1. DAVIES expressed the
opinion that Sir Henry Cuthbert was partly
incorrect when he said that the President
ruled that the motion could not be put at
all. He understood the objection was to
the motion being moved without notice. On
the previous occasion, when progress had
been reported, Mr. Melville gave notice
that he would move that certain witnesses
be called to the Bar of the House, and he
did move it on the following day. There
was no difficulty about that.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Don't you think
that course will. only delay the matter? You
are anxious to put the Bill through.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that was
why he did not want this thing done. Mr.
Tait was before them the other day, and
the two postponed items were Nos. 5 and
6. Mr. Tait could then have been asked
any questions about this item, as well as
about item 5.
. The CHAIRMAN.-Do I understand the
honorable member to move that I report
progress, with a view of his moving in the
House the motion that he has indicated?
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Yes. He
begged to moveThat progress be reported.

The Han. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
the Committee had now been a very long
.time over this item.. Sir Henry Cuthbert
had spoken at length on se\'eral occasions
Session 1904'-[39]
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about it, and now that honorable member
and those who agreed \"ith him could vote
against the item if they thought fit. He did·
not think it was quite a fair thing to deal
with items in the way this was being dealt.
with. The Bill would never be got through
if witnesses were to be summoned on item
after item.
The Hon, W. J. EVANS.-Cot,lld you not
~ on with other items?
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he wanted
to go to a vote on this item. The Committee had had as much light thrown on the
item as they were likely to get, and he
supposed every honorable member h:ld
pretty well made up his mind one way or
the other. If Sir Henry Cuthbert intended
to suggest that the item be struck out, let
him do so and vote in that direction. .He
would not postpone the item time after.
time.
It ought to have been disposed of
last Thursday, and that was why he 0bjected as much as he could to postponing
it now, seeing that each time the matter
came before the Committee there was
It was not fair to Mr.
another delay.
Tait to bring him up here time after time,
for he was engaged on important work.
The best thing that could be done was to
see at once whether the Committee was in
favour of the item or not.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING stated
that his only wish. was that the Committee
should know for a fact if this line would
pay. It was not right nor proper for the
Co:nmittee to saddle the Commissioners
with a line which had every indication of
being a non-paying line. So far as he was
personaUy concerned, he had no feeling
against the Moe to Walhalla line, except
the Ofle thing, that as long as he was
in the House he \\'ould never again vote for
a line unless it had some prospect of pay-·
ling,
Sir Henry Cuthbert wanted Mr.
Tait at the Bar of the House because Mr.
Tait would be responsible for the line afterwards. If the Committee passed it, and
the line did not pay. they would get a
note from the Commissioners subse=tuently
to say that this was another non-paying line.
The Committee ought to know ~Ir. Tait's
views, in justice to himself and to the
country.
.
The Hon. J. 1\1. DAVIEs.-It is quite
possible ~lr. Tait does not know anything
about it.
The Hon: W. H. EMBLING said that
many of these railwavs had' been brought
before this House, and while thev were in
passage honorable members. \yere -told that
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the country was the finest in Victoria, and
that it only needed a railway line to make
it pay j and, in fact, everything was of the
most rosy colour j but as soon as the line
was made, all those wonderful statements
were t'Oned down very considerably.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-What line was
that?
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said there
was one in his district, but there were many
others. Did the honorable gentleman
know any time that a railway was brought
before this House when the advocates of
the line did not demonstrate that it was required most urgently by the people, that
the land would be improved, and that the
State would gain by building the line? In
the face of that there were seventeen nonpaying lines closed to-day. The only feeling he had in regard to this line was, would
it pay? Mr. Pearson said that it would,
and he was verv glad to hear the honorable
member say so, but Mr. Tait was responsible
to the country and to Parliament for the
railways, and he would like to know that
gentleman's view of the subiect. If Mr.
Tait had no view on the subject, he was not
the m1!n he took him for.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD stated
that Mr. Tait had alread.v, on same public
occasion, committed himself to the statement
that no more railway lines ought to be
built at all for a ver~r long time to come,
until all the othe.rs paid, so that it was a
foregone conclusion that Mr. Tait 'would
be against this line, if he was examined at
the Bar of the House.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG expressed
the opinion that in view of the certificate
given by the Railways Commissioners to
the Premier, and also the statement made
on the floor of the Chamber, that this line
would positively pay, and also in view of
the' fact that the Premier had given the
Committee such a clear demonstration of
the prospects of the line, the Committee
ought to come to a vote at once without
He had been asany further discussion.
sured, not only by the members representing the district, but also by others competent to judge, that this was one of those
railways that would pay.
In these circumstances, he felt that he would have
to support the Government.
J f Mr. Tait
was brought to the Bar of the House he
would only read to the Committee the certificate which he had already issued. Why,
therefore, go to the trouble and waste of
time of bringing him here?
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The Hon. H. W. H. IRVINE remarked
that he desired to support Sir Henry Cuthbert's motion.
Many members had not expressed their views about this railway. He
would like to feel justified in voting for it.
He recognised that the people there wanted
a railway, but we all wanted railways when
we were quite certain that they were going
to be reproductive.
Although the Premier
had told the Committee that this was the
la.w, and that they could not go outside
the law, surely, as business men, in a reformed or reconstructed Parliament, they
would recognise that they could repeal the
He did not
law or strike out this item.
think the Committee would be justified in
passing this money to construct the line,
even if it was only ten miles. He would
like to know the Commissioner's view, and
the vie,ws of the new Railways Standing
Committee before honorable members comrmitted themselves to the expenditure of
£30,000 on this project. The expenditure would not stop there, for they would
be committing thel1}.selves to an expenditure
of £129,000, and as Sir Henry Cuthbert
had very prope,rl y pointed out, we had
now to pay 1 per cent. more for that
money, which at once brought up the yearly
deficit to something like £2,000, as it:'
meant an additional £1,,300 a year, on the
E{stimates furnished by th~ Department.
But the yearly deficit was not going to
In fact, it was an
stop at £2,000.
underestimate to say it would be £3,000.
He had been through that district, and
from his little experience, he did pot think
the Ene would pay engine-drivers' ana
porters' wages, or that' it would settle
twelve more people on the land, because
'he thought the people that were already
settled there would pick out the eyes of
the land that was to be loaded up to the
extent of 30s. an acre. The bulk of this
land was heavily timbered, and would cost
from £10 to £30 an acre to clear. He
had to take his hat off to see to the top
of some of, the hiBs-they were so steep.
People would not go in for closer settlement in country like that, when there were
tens of thousands of acres of good land
available nearer Melbourne for £4, £5;
or £6 an acre. The land all through the
Werribee plains was open for settlement,
and all the farmer had to do was to put
his plough in straight away, and he could
plough for miles without turning his.. furrow. That was land suitable f'Or wheat.
The Premier had said distinctly to him personally, and also to the Committee, that
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he never considered the Walhalla mines in
the matter at all, but the argument had
been urged in favour of the line that it
would do a large trade in firewood. Sir
IHenry Cuthbert and others had pointed out
that the mines had already got their own
tramways to bring in their own firewood.
Those tramways coultd beat the railways
hands down in that traffic, and, therefore,
the line would not get much revenue carrying firewood, when the mines could get it
much closer by their own tramways. It
was costing 3os. a cord now, and some of
the largest mines in Western Australia were
paying 30S. and 35s. a cord, and were
still profitable. The Premier stated distinctly that he rested his case solely upon
the fact that the line was going to open
up the country for closer settlement, and
that he was going to load the land 'up to
30S. an acre; but who was going to pay
that, when land near Melbourne couI-d be
bought for £4 and £5 an acre, with no
cost for cleating 7" Some of this land,
after costing from £10 to £30 an acre
for clearing, would still be useless for the
purposes of cultivation. How could people
live there? When they cultivated the land,
they would not be able to bring their ptOduce to market and sell it at a reasonable
price ,in ordinarily good seasons.
He
wished to support the present Government
in all their legitimate endeavours, but he
was not going to support them in any proposal that meant that, hecause they had
screwed and garnered a surplus by economies, which in some instances had stepped
beyond the bounds of economy, they were
going to take this money out of the surplus funds because they said it was the
law.
Did honorable members think he
was going to support or approve of that
attitude? No. It would be far better
to put that money aside to redeem some
more .of our liabilities. His colleague,
:'\1r. Brown, practically said the other night
that the community could not afford the
Flinders-street station. He' admitted that
to a great extent the honorable member
was right, but he (Mr. Irvine) supported
it strongl y, for the reason that something
like £165,000 had already been spent
there in laying lines and making subways
and laying the foundations..
But if the
community could not afford that expenditUre to complete that station they could
still less afford the eXDenditure for this line
now, because they had taken a further and
larger liability on their, shoulders by agreeing to the expenditure on the station. Mr.
Brown and others who were supporting this
[39]-2
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item, but who could not see their way to
support the expenditure on the station, must
Surely they
have overlooked that point.
could not see their way to support this expenditure now? The Attorney-General was
asking the Committee to commit themselves
to a further and unproductive expenditure.
He wanted to be satisfied in his own mind
that this line was not only going to provide
money to pay men's wages, but also to provide money sufficient to pay interest on the
capital expended, and to provide a sinking
fund. Because this was the law in 1900,
were they in this reformed Parliament to be
tied hand and foot to this line? Surely, as
business men, they had the right to say 'that
this was a bad law, and that they would
repeal the law. 'Vhen it was passed, in
1900, surel y the funds were no worse off
than they were to-day. In fact, the State
ought to be in a better position to-day, and
still they were not in a better position to
carry out a bad business. This was ba~l
business. It was not a commercial pro,
posal, and he was fully in accord with Sir
Henry Cuthbert. He would like t.o know
Mr. Tait's views, because, judging by his
public utterances, he was satisfied that Mr.
Tait was against all lines of this kind. Mr.
Tait had got a big row to hoe now, and
wanted to hoe it justly. His constituents
all through Maryborough, St. Arnaud, and
other places were speaking about the
freight on timber, the freight on wheat, and
the freight on anything and everything. The
freights had been increased from 7 to 10
per cent. on many of the ,goods he imported
and bought in connexion with his own business in the last two months, simply to make
the railways pay.
If these non-paying
lines were built, people would have to pay
another 7 or 10 per cent. more, because these
lines could not redeem their capital. They
could not pay working expenses and interest,
and the unfortunate taxpayers and the railway people 'would have to suffer through
them.
Thev were all in the same boat.
Honorable members had to look at this from
a fair and honest point of view. Was it a
business proposal? He said it was not. There
was some magnificent land there, but there
was some fearful rubbish. There was some
land he would not take if it was given to
him. The necessity for the conservation of
our forests was becoming important. Why,
then, open up land like this, covered with
beautiful forests, which ought to be conserved for this and future generations, when
there was land nearer l\.felbourne ready for
settlement? The selectors who took this
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,loaded land up, and who would be only
too glad to part with it to the first
comer, if they could make a profit,
would ring this beautiful timber. That
,was the first thing they would do, whereas,
,that timber should be left to bring a revenue to the State, and to help to avoid
the increase of taxation. He was totally
,opposed to this line, and he wanted to
know the reason why honorable members
were forced to this position. If the Attorney-General told them it was the law,
let the Committee repeal the law, or strike
'the item out altogether.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE observed
'that he was one of the supporters of the
line, and therefore he could not bring
himself to believe that by bringing the
Chief Commissioner of Railways here they
were going to lose the case, and so he was
willing to welcome any evidence that could
be brought forward.
No time would ,be
.lost by taking the course Sir Henry Cuthbert advocated, because there were pl,enty
of other items in the schedule to be debated.
Sir Henry Cuthbert was the
elected
leader of the
House, and
never
in
his
time
had
he
seen
'a request of this sort made by the
:leader of the House refused by the representative of the Government.
Two or
three times he, as a private member, had
moved to call witnesses to the Bar of the
House, and forthwith the House had
'agreed to it.
He brought Mr. Rennick
'to the Bar of the House on the question
of the Lil ydale to Warburton line, and
although it was very much opposed bv
some members of the House, he succeeded
'in, inducing the House to make that line
a broad gauge.
It was now one of the
best railwa):s in tl:ie State, whereas if it
'had be::n made a narrow-gauge line, it
would not have paid.
Mr. Wynne had
brought Mr. Mathieson to the Bar of the
House in connexion with a line to which
he was deadly opposed, and afterwards
the line was passed. Although he was a
strong believer' in the Walhalla line, he
was not afraid to bring the Railways Commissioners, or anybody else, here to state
their views. The Minister should acquiesce in the request' of the leader of the
cHouse 'to have' 'the Chief Commissioner
'brought to the Bar of the House for
half-an-hour. He had sufficient faith in
the line, and in the judgment of the House,
to say, "Let' the Commissioners give their
opinion for the guidance of the House."
'The Hon. J. M: DAVIES stated that
;if ,Sir ~enry Cuthbert had' said as 'soon
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as this item came' before the Committee
that he would like to have Mr. Tait's
evidence, he would not have objected at
all. But after the thing had been thrashed
out and debated over and over again, and
undue time taken up--he thought, too, that
Sir Henry Cuthbert had had a fair share
of that undue time-then at the last moment this motion was sprung upon him.
This all meant delay, and his responsibility was to see that the Government
business was proceeded with as speedily
That responas reasonably might be.
sibility did not rest upon Mr. Melville,
and he was satisfied that if Mr. Melville
was in his place he would do his best to
oppose every fresh delay on this item. It
was not reasonable to deal with.a matt~r
in the way in which this matter had been
dealt with. On the first day it came up
there was a discussion lasting a very long
time, and so there was on the next day .
If 1\1r. Tait had been asked to stay the
other night until the Flinders-street station
item was disposed of, he could have given
his evidence on this item, and there would
have been no delay. The Committee were
now asked to go through the whole procedure to-night that they went through the
other night.
The Han. W. H. EMBLING.-Perhaps
Mr. Tait was not prepared then.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said the honorable member did not know whether Mr.
Tait was prepared or not. He thought
that honorable members got all the information from the Chief Commissioner that
they ,wanted, and he must oppose ,any
further delay.
The Hon. J. D. BROWN observed that,
having listened very attentively to the
statements made in this Chamber bv the
Premier, after a personal visit to the 'country to which this railway was to be constructed, and having very carefully read
the evidence submitted to the Railways
Standing Committee in 1900, and also the
report of that committee, he could come
to no other conclusion than that it was a
very proper act for the Government to con~
struct this line.
It seemed to him that
the. evidence was entirely in favour of the
line being constructed, and that there was
a fair chance of the line paying.
He rose,
however, to draw attention to what he con~
sidered to be two important points in conThe first was
nexion with this item.
that the Premier had told them that he
proposed to charge' the Rail ways Commis~
,sion~rs, 4! rer, cent,· on ,all the money that
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was voted under this Bill for railway pur'poses. Now, in his (Mr. Brown's) opinion
,that was not a proper nor a fair thing to
do.
Whe.re was this money coming from?
,It was coming from the people by wav of
excess taxes paid during the past year. If
the Government were going to charge the,
Railways Commissioners 4! per cent. for
a.ll the mone.y voted for railway purposes
under the Bill, it would mean a charge of
£6,000 per annum for all time, simply
because the people had been good enough
,to contribute this surplus revenue in exce,ss
'taxation.
The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-The object is
,to make the railways bear a fair portion of
that taxation instead of the money being
borrowed.
. The Hon. J. D. BROWN said the mone.y
, had not been borrowed.
It was given as
a free-will offering.
Several HONORABLE MEMBERS.-N"O.
The Hon. J. D. BROWN.-And the Government were now seeking to distribute. it
in the' manner they tpought best in the interests of the State.
He thought it was
wrong to charge the Commissioners this inte.rest.
If the Government would withdraw that part of their proposal, the Walhalla line would become a paying property
from the start, 'because it was only the
interest which stood between a profit and
a loss.
The Han. J. G. AIKMAN.-Not as th~
mines are now.
The Hon. J. D. BROWN said it was
,\Yell known that in the past large sums of
money had been spent in rail way construction that was not remunerative,.
If the
railwavs were owned by a commercial concern, 'it would take every' opportunity it
<":ould of writing down the capital, and inasmuch as a sum of £134,000 was being
voted under this Bill, the railways should
be relieved of the annual interest charged on
that amount.
The second point he desired
to refer to was the very expensive method
.of construction that was adopted by the
Railway Departme,nt.
In the early days
the Department began to construct raihvay.s
in the most lavish manner imaginable.
He
was afraid that the officers now in the Department had been - brought up in, a very
expensive. school, and had neyer been '1ble
to change their methods.
As an instance
of extravagance in the old days, honorable
members had only to look at the. viaduct
on the Bendigo line, where they would find
,stone. with carvings upon it that would probably be very suitabl,e ,if they wert: atta<;hed

to Parliament House, or to a king's palace,
but were altogether out of place in a
He noticed that in conrailway viaduct.
nexion with the present item a sum of no less
than £ro,ooo was set down to cover engineering, surveying, and general supervision.
The Hon. J. G. AIK:YIAN rose to a
point of order.
He understood the question the Committee was discussing was
whether 'Mr. Tait was to be brought before
the House?
The CHAIRMAN.-The question is
that I report progress.
The Hon. J. D. BROWN said he had to
apologize, but he thought they were discussing the item.
As that was not the
case, he would not say anything further at
present.
The Han. W. CAIN remarked~ that there
were many divided opinions about the con-'
struction of the ,"Valhall a line, and he
thought it was very desirable that the views
of the Chief Commissioner of Railways
should be obtained.
His (Mr. Cain's) own
view was that if any of the narrow-gauge
lines would pay at all it was the line to Walhalla, although he thought it was a mistake
to adopt the narrow gauge in any case. He
was prepared to vote at present for tpe
construction of the Walhalla line, but he
would vote with much greater confidence if
he knew what the views of the Chief Commissioner were.
The Hon. J. Y. McDONALD stated that,
like :Mr. Cain, he would be glad to obtain
some further information before voting for
the W 3.1halla line.
I t had' been stated,
for instance, that since that line was first
authorized the population of Walhalla had
been diminished by more than 1,000. For
his own part, he would, like to get the
opinion of the Railways Standing Committee on the subject. That committee reported some years ago in favour of the
line, but things had entirely changed since
then., If there was any means of referring
the matter back to the committee for a •
further report that course should be adopted, and then honorable members would
be able to vote with some degree of confidence.
The Hon. D. E. :McBRYDE expressed
the opinion that the line would' pay, judging from the information he had received.
A good deal of capital seemed to be Plade
out of the fact that some of the mines at
-Walhalla had given out.
Well, could any
honorable member mention a single mining
district that had not given out at one time
qr another?
Perhaps he was not in order
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in saying so, but he thought that a bit of a
set was being made by honorable members
against this line.
.
Several HONORABLE MEMBERS.-No.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE said he
thought there was.
As to the examination
of Mr. Tait, he would like to know why
this information had not been obtained
from that gentleman when he was before
the Council last week?
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-We could not go
into it then.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE said he
thought it could easily have been arranged.
Surely it was not desirable to call Mr. Tait
again to the Bar of the House when he had
been there last week.
He quite agreed
with Mr. Cain that it was a great mistake
to build narrow-gauge lines at all.
The CHAIRMAN.-The motion before
the Chair is that I report progress.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE said that
if it 'Was the general desire of honorable
members that :Mr. Tait should again be
called upon to give evidence, he would not
oppose it.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said he would
have been glad if Sir Henry Cuthbert had
made this proposal some time ago, because
if Mr. Tait knew anything about the Walhalla district honorable members would
have been glad to get his opinion.
However, they had the opinion of Mr. Bent,
who had been all over the line, and had
answered a string of questions.
T.he Hon. J. M. DAvlEs.-:fIe was crossexamined.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-No.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said the Premier had answered the questions put to him
clearly and dis~inctly, and if Mr. Bent's
knowledge of the district \vas right, and
his opinion was worth having, then he (Mr.
Balfour) did not think that honorable members needed much more evidence.
If honorable members did not believe that Mr.
• Bent knew anything about the matter, or
if they thought he was too sanguine, then
they might have further evidence. But
why did not Sir Henry Cuthbert suggest
this long ago?
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-W·hen I was
speaking on the second reading I did suggest it.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-Then why
did not Sir Henry Cuthbert give notice
'When he moved that progress be reported
on Thursday last that he would move to
He (Mr. Balhave Mr. Tait examined?
four) thought that Sir Henry Cuthbert was
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very much to blame if he had that idea
long ago, and delayed action in the matter
until now.
If notice had been given last
Thursday, Mr. Tait could have been present to-day, and his evidence could have
been taken.
He (Mr. Balfour) had much
sympathy with the Attorney-General, because he knew what it ,~ias to be the Minister in charge of a Bill. If honorable
members were to spend so many nights
over one item, they would never get through
the Bill.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-We have to
deal with the spending of a good deal of
money.
T.he Hon. J. BALFOUR said that if
Dr. Embling was a Minister he would have
a very different opinion about this matter.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-I would
not recommend expenditure of this kind.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said he did not
know anyone who would be likely to spend
so much, if he were Minister, as Dr.
Embling, who was well known to be very
sanguine. ·He (Mr. Balfour) "muld be
very glad to have Mr. Tait's opinion, if
that gentleman had gone into the qu·estion~
but it was rather hard to spring upon honorable members a proposal of this kind,
at this late hour in the debate. If Sir
Henry Cuthbert CQuid state that Mr. Tait
had a knowledge of the Walhalla district,
and could give the Committee valuable information, he (Mr. Balfour) would not be
disposed to oppose the course suggested,
even at this late hour, but he believed it
was most likelv that Mr. Tait would be
found to have' no knowledge ·of the subject, whereas Mr. Bent had already given
the Committee very full information.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD remarked
that honorable members had heard a good
deal from various quarters as to the probability of this line paying, and he confessed that he himself was in a maze about
it. He was unable to come to any reasonable or proper decision in his own mind.
When the matter was first mooted, he was
very much opposed to the line. When he
heard the Premier, and still more, ~h.
Pearson, he went to the other side, and
was quite in favour of the ·line. Since
then, he had heard the speeches of ~Ir.
Aikman, Mr. Irvine, and others, and he
had now come to the conclusion that no
one could say with anything like certainty
that there was a probability of the ]ill~
paying, or that it was a certainty that it
would not pay.
It therefore seemed to
him very. reasonable that honorable mem-
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bers should have the opinion of the Chief
Commissioner. He was sure the adoption
of that course would be beneficial. The·
objection that had been raised, that Sir
Henry Cuthbert had not made this proposal at an earlier stage, was of no value
whatever. Honorable members were now
in that state where they wanted further
advice. He was quite in sympathy with
the Attorney-General, who necessarily
wanted to carry the Bill through; but he
was also in sympathy with those honorabl'e
members who, in the present state of the
case, could not see their way' clear to give
a decision one way or the other. This was
not a party question, and he hoped that all
honorable members, whether they were for
or against the line, would support the
motion to report progress, in order that
Mr. Tait might be examined on the question.
.
The Hon. R. B. REES expressed the
opinion that Sir Henry Cuthbert was proposing to make Mr. Tait the arbiter as
to whether a line' of railway sho'uld be constructed into the back country-a developmental line that .would perhaps not pay at
the,start, but which would undoubtedly open
up a large area of splendid country, most of
it Crown lands, and a line that would undoubtedly pay in a few years' time, after
that country had been developed.
It
seemed to him that by this proposal, honorable members would be placing a tremendous power in the hands of one man-a
stranger-who, at the last moment, would
have to rely upon his officers for reports
which had been shown within the last few
days to be extremely unreliable. Speaking
for himself, the experience the Committee
had had of calling these officers to the Bar
of the House to give evidence was very
unsatisfactory. Suppose Mr. Tait were
called, and were to say that in his opinion
the line would not pay, was that statement
to debar the House from sanctioning the
construction of the line?
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-It ought to
weigh with the House.
The Hon. R. B. REES said that if Parliament \\'as not going to construct any nonpaying line in the future, it would give a
set-back to the progress of this country for
an indefinite length of time.
Mr. Tait
had aheady made a public statement that
we should develop the country that ,,,as already opened up and served by railways.
He eMr. Rees) thought that if we had immigration ,,,ith which to develop the Werribee
lands and other lands that were well served
by railways--
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The CHAIRMAN.-The motion before
the Chair is that I report progress.
The
general merits of the line are not before
us.
The Hon. R.B.REES said the difficulty
he saw in Galling :Mr. Tait to the Bar wa"s
the same difficulty that presented itself with
regard to the Flinders-street station. In
his opinion, the evidence of both Mr. Tait
and Mr. Norman on that subject was extremely unsatisfactory. That was to say,
those officers simply said, "We have made
a huge mistake, and there is nothing more
in it. vVe now come before you with a
new proposal."
If Mr. Tait were now
called to give evidence on the Walhalla
line, he might say that the line would pay,
or that it would not pay, but in either case
his opinion would be based merelv on the
word of some of his officers, '~'ho' had
proved themselves to be extremel v unreliable in the past. If Mr. Tait wer~ to sav
that the line would not pay from the outset, and therefore ought not to be constructed, it would simply mean that no
other non-paying line could be constructed
in the future, even though it would open
up a large area of Crown lands, and gave
a reasonable prospect of paying in the
course of a few years.
The Hon: J. G. AIKMAN rose to a
point of order. He said the honorable member was speaking on the general question.
The CHAIRMAN .-1 think the honorable member was slightly departing from
the question before the Chair.
The Hon. R. B. RE E S said he was
discussing the question whether Mr. Tait
should be brought to the Bar of the
H.ouse, and expressing the opin:ion that
that was a wrong course to pursue, especially in view of what seemed to him (Mr.
Rees) the fiasco that occurred last Wednes·
day.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-It was not
a fiasco.
The Hon. R. B. REES' said he thought
the Committee should go to a vote straight
out, and not tie their hands in the manner
suggested by Sir Henry Cuthbert.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR remarked
that the statement by Sir Henry Cuthbert,
that it would be illegal to refer back
to the Railways Standing Committee the
question as to the construction of this line
bevond the first ten miles, had confused
hi~ eMr. Edgar) very considerably.
He
hardly knew where he was. The Premier
had stated distinctly that it would be legal
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to refer that question to the Railways ing been previously' passed, and' the Pre-'
Standing Committee for further considera- mier was very emphatic when he said it
tion. He (Mr. Edgar) understood Sir Henry , was the law. He (Mr. Evans) had been told
Cuthbert's contention to be that, if honor- by some legal members of the Chamber that
able members voted now for the construction while it was the law that this line should
of the first ten miles of the line, they would be built, the Council, in passing this item,.
practically vote for the whole line. While would accept a certain amount of responsihe (Mr. Edgar) was strongly in favour of bility, whereas if the Government under':
constructing the first ten miles., he had took the construction of the line, the regreat doubts about continuing the line to sponsibility would rest on them.
Walhalla. He would ask Sir Henry CuthAn HONORABLE MEMBER.-And they
bert whether he wished ~Ir. Tait to give, may be out of office any time.
evidence as to the first ten miles or as to
The Hon. W. J. EVAKS said the Gothe whole 'Of the line?
vernment might go out of office any time,.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE stated that Sir but as public men they would have to acHenry Cuthbert, in his speech on the second count for their actions in this and other
reading· of the Bill, after speaking of the matters.
There was a difference of
changes that had taken. place in the pros- opinion all round the Chamber, and a
pects of Walhalla, asked whether it would wond'erful difference in the accounts .honnot 'be advisable to take the evidence of orable members got concerning this line.
He was not
the Railways Commissioners at the Bar of from people in the district.
the House.
Later on he (Mr. 'Melville) against the construction of a railway line
asked the honorable gentleman the question, if it could be shown that it could be made
A development line ought to be
"Are we to call the Commissioners ?" and to pay.
Sir Henry Cuthbert replied, " I think so." made, but if it was shown to him that a
The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-Then he proposed line would not pay, he was cershould have called them, and not have tainly not going to vote for it.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-You are gowasted all this time.
Sir HEKRY CUTHBERT said he might ing into the general question, and not into
state, in answer to Mr. Edgar's question, the question before the Chair.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS sa'id it had
that, if the Chairman of the Railways Commissioners were brought before the House, been inferred by one section of the House
the questions he (Sir Henry Cuthbert) that a set had been made against this railHe could not understand that in"'ould ask would apply, first of all, to the way.
Sur~ly honorable members, did
whole of the line, and then to the first ten ference.
miles which it was proposed to construct not mean to insinuate that a sort of alliance
immediately. Mr. Tait would be asked the had been made between Sir Henry CuthIf he (Mr.
qu~stion whether, if he did not approve of bert and the labour members.
the construction of the whole line, he would Evans) thought this line would pay, he
approve of the construction of the first ten would be very sorry to vote against it, but
miles. Each honorable member, however, the Council ought to have the Railways
would,be perfectly free to put to the witness Commissioners at the Bar, and obtain aU
If
any questions he chose, that were relevant the information possible from them.
the Commissioners said this line would pay,
to the subject.
the responsibility to a certain extent would
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-If the Coun- rest on them.
Whether honorable memcil sanctions ten miles, will that commit bers would support their own opinions, notthe House' to the whole line?
withstanding, was a matter for themselves
Sir HEKRY CUTHBERT' said thal to determine.
I t had been stated by the
the line having already been sanctioned by Attorney-General and others that honorable
Parliament, if the Council approved of the members had full liberty to question the
construction' of a portion of it, the practi- Chairman of the Railways Commissiol1ers
cal effect of doing so would be to give in the other evening. That caused him (Mr.
their adhesioj) to the construction of the Evans) to have a peculiar interest in urging
whole line.
that 1\1r. Tait be called to the Bar on this
The Hon. V\T. J. EVANS stated that particular matter, because if that gentleman
when he came to the House this afternoon was brought to the Bar to give evidence, he
he was in a bit of a fog with regard to (Mr. Evans) would certainly exercise his
He was given to understand right to question him on other matters perthis matter.
that this line .would have to be built, hav- taining to the .G.anagement of the railways.'
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The Hon. J. BALFouR.-It must be concerning something in the Surplus ,Revenue
Bill.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said he presumed he could question the Commissioner
on matters connected with the Bill.
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Little,
McDonald,
McLellan,
Melville.
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Mr. Manifold.

The Hon. VV. LITTLE remarked that
NOES.
the Chairman of the Railways CommisMr. Baillieu,
Mr. Sachse,
.~ sioners was not responsible for the FlindersMr. Sternberg,
street railway station, because the work was Mr. Balfour,
Brown,
Mr. Stuart.
actuallv started and a good deal of money Mr.
Mr. Crooke,
Tellers.
spent before l\1:r. Tait came here.
There- Mr. Davies,
Mr. McBryde,
fore it should not be suggested that the re-. Mr. Pearson,
Mr. Rees.
:sponsibility of that undertaking rested on
Progress was then reported.
, him.
Honorable members ought to have
all the information they could get on the
EXAMINATION OF RAILWAY
question as to whether this line would pay
OFFICERS AT THE BAR.
before thev carhe to a vote on the item under
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that, by.
consideratIon.
The sooner the Committee leave, he begged to move- . '
arrived at a decision. the better. There had
That Thomas Tait, Esquire; William Fitz.
been nothing but "stone-walling" for the patrick,
Esquir'e j and C. Hudson, Esquire, Com.
last half-hour.
missioners of Railways j M. E. Kernot, Esquire,
The Hon. 'V. S. MANIFOLD expressed Engineer-in-Chief j Charles Ernest Norman,
Esquire, Chief Engineer of Ways and Works; and
the opinion that Mr. Taii's evidence in re- J.
M. Reed, Esquire, Surveyor-General, be sumspect of the 'Valhalla railway would prob- moned to attend to-morrow, at half-past four
ably not be very much good to'the Com- o'clock, to give evidence at the Bar of the Council
mittee, because he understood that gentle- before the Committee of the whole on the Surplus
Revenue Bill.
man had not been into the district the line
The Han. W. H. EMBLING seconded
At the same time
was intended to' serve.
it would be inadvisable to approve of this the motion.
expenditure \,·ithout obt~ining ifrom Mr.
The Hon. ]. l\1. DAVIES said he would
.Tait such information as he could afford remind Sir Henry Cuthbert that private
wlth regard to this line.
I t was the duty members' business had precedence on Wedof the Committee to geJ every scrap of in- nesday, and if Mr. Evans' motion came on
formation possible.
when the House met, the witnesses would
The Han. J. N· DAVIES.-Will not ihe probably be kept in attendance the whole
'honorable member give his vote on the evening, and the result would be thal n')·
thing would be done in connexion with this
merits of the question?
Either a preyious motion should
matter.
The Hon. W. S. MANIIFOLD said the be adopted, or else an understanding armerits of the question were not before the rived at that private members? business
~ommittee at the present time.
He be- should not take precedence to-morrow. It
lieved that ten or twelve miles of a narrow- was also quite possible that both the ComgauO'e line would pay, but he felt that if missioner of Railways and th~ Surveyorthe/' approved of the construction of ten or General would be out of town. Mr. Kertwelve miles, the v would be committed to not might be at Walhalla, and the Surthe whole line.' . If there was a possibility veyor-General sOffio~where up country.
,of ten or twelve miles of a broad-gauge Therefore r in order to prevent further post·
line being constructed that would be a dif- po,lement, the motion should be amended,
ferent matter.
bv the addition of the words "or such of
Tli.e Hon. A: O. SAcHsE.-That is where those witnesses as may be in ~Ielbourne."
the cloven hoof comes in.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT observed
The Committee. divided on the question that they could only expect the attendance
to-morrow of such of the witnesses as were,
that progress be reportedable to attend.
If any of the witnesses
Ayes
13
chanced to be in the country, and their eviNoes
II
dence was required, the House could then
be asked to postpone the matter until their
return.
Majority fat reporting progress ...
2.
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The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
if the motion was to be passed he would not
like to see it passed in a form which might
necessitate the postponement of the furthel
consideration of the Bill until next week.
'He would remind the House that, apart
from the Walhalla railway, on which he
believed the Government could spend money,
none of the money provided in the Surplus
Revenue Bill could be expended until the
measure was passed into law, and a
large number of people in the State were
anxiously waiting for this expenditure. The
whole thing was being delayed. It seemed
unreasonable to summon witnesses whe:-l
they did not know that they would be able
to get them to-morrow.
He begged to
move, as an amendmentThat the following words be added to the motion :-" or such of those witnesses as may be in
Melbourne."

Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that if
all the witnesses were away from Melbourne
to-morrow, the object of the House would
be defeated.
If his motion was adopted~
he did not think there would be much difficulty and he considered it unwise for the
Att~;ney-General to raise unnecessary
trouble.'
The Han. J. BALFOUR said he thought
Sir Henry Cuthbert should accept the
Attorncy-General's amendment.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-No; th.ey
would be all out of town, everyone of
them, then.
The Han. J. BALFOUR said he was
astonished at the opposition to the amendment.
At first it was only proposed that
Mr. Tait should be called, but the evidence
of other gentlemen was now desired.
Surely honorable members would agree that
such of the witnesses as were in town should
be called to the Bar, and they ought not to
further delay the passage of the Bill if some
of the witnesses were out of town. He was
sure he spoke the wish of the House generally when he said that they did not want to
have this Bill postponed from day to day.
1f the\' aot the evidence of such of the WItnesses - a~ were in town that would be all
that was necessary.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-I do not know
that.
The Hon. J. G. AIK1\IAN expressed the
opinion that it would be quite time enough
to raise the question Mr. Balfour had now
raised when honorable members saw what
witnesses were in .attendance to-morrow. It
was just possible that none of them might

Officers at the Bar.

be present, in which case the thing woulrl
be a farce.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING remarked
that he did not think M.r. Balfour, who was
a very old member of the Council, could
give a precedent for a motion that certain
witnesses be called to the Bar of the House,
if they happened to be in town. Sir Henry
Cuthbert was the leader of the Council, and
had made a most reasonable proposal, and·
he (Dr. Embling) did not see why the motion should be hampered in the way pro·
posed by the Attorney-General.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR stated that he
had never known an instance of witnesses
being called to the Bar of the House by a
motion, without notice, after the matter had
been deba.ted for days.
All honorable
members should ask' for was the evidence of such of the witnesses as were in
Melbourne, otherwise' the Bill might be
postponed from day to day.
The amendment wa'S agreed to without a
division.
.
The motion, as amended, was then agreeu
to.
SURPLUS REVENUE BILL.
The House again went into Committee
for the further consideration of this Billthe Han. J. Balfour in the chair.
Discussion on the schedule was resumed.
The item "Towards Walhalla railway,
£30,000," was postponed.
The Hon. R. B ... REE S called attention
to item 52, "Free Libraries in country districts, £3,000."
He said he desired to
know on what system this would be distributed?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that it
would be. distributed on a basis of fair adjustment. This was an off branch of the
Department of Public Instruction, and the
Government desired to help what they considered to be deserving institutions, and
institutions that had been rather starved for
funds of late, since voluntary contributions
had been reduced to a minimum..
I twas
intended to supplement contributions as
far as possible, and make the libraries successful.
The Hon. R. B. REES remarked that
the amount was very small.
He understood, however, that it was impossible to
increase it without altering the whole position of the Bill.
He supposed, therefore,
he had better not discuss the matter.
The item \vas agreed to.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD called
attention to item 60, "Bendigo Art Gallery

Surplus Revenue
(on condition that the trustees contribute
£1,000."
He said there were
other art galleries in the State. besides Bendigo, all of which were pining for some
assistance. Warrnambool, Ballarat, and Geelong were hungry and thirsty, and would
like to have some sustenance.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that the
honorable member had asked a question
which was pregnant with promise.
If
prosperity continued, the Government hoped
in the future to be able to do something for
the others.
Honorable members would
have observed that the amount of the Supplementary Estimates was the smallest on
record for sixteen years.
They were now
passing through a period of economy, and
by the economy of the Government they
were enabled to give what was at present
conside.red generous aid to these deserving
objects. Perhaps the most pressing case of
all the picture galleries was that of Bendigo.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.--Why?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that the
Minister had considered the matter, and
had arrived at the conclusion that the case
of the Bendigo Gallery was amongst the
most pressing of the present day.
It
would be noticed that the Government were
going to contribute pound for pound. He
trusted that later on, and not in the far
distant future, to be able. to contribute to the
other galleries as well.
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT remarked
that a deputation had waited upon the
Government with reference to this amount.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-You ,,,,anted
more than that.
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT said that
they did not get it, and he did not know
why that should be brought up against
them at this stage
But the deputation
convinced the Minister, by the figures produced, that it was a really deserving caSE;!.
The Hon. T. C. HARwooD.-The:re IS
no objection to it.
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT said that
they would be equally pleased when the
Minister was able to support the other
galleries in the same way This was to·
be a contribution of pound for pound, and
it was a good way of letting the people in
the localitv show themselves to be in
earnest. A good deal of the money was
already in hand, and they were now waiting for this £1,000.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated he
would like to know whether this money
was for the purpose of purchasing paintings for the gallery, .or for the purpose
£1,000),
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of enlarging the building, and how much
of this £ 1,000 their had in hand.
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT said that
he understood this was for the enlargement
of the .building.
The gallery had now
more pIctures than they could hang and
they intended to add another room: He
was afraid that Sir Henry Cuthbert had
not seen the Bendigo gallery.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-I have.
The Hon. J. Ii. ABBOTT said he
would ask the honorable member whether
he did not admire it very much?
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Very much.
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT said that
he presumed the Ballarat gallery would
receIve the same treatment, and he would
be pleased to support a similar vote for
that.
The. item was agreed to.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD called
attention to item 62, "Towards erection
of building for calf-lymph depot, £1,000."
He said that he noticed that this vote was
on!y. "towards" this object. Perhaps the
MInIster would be able to infoJ1m him what
was contemplated, and what would be the
total cost.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE remarked
that the Board of Health required that
more money should be expended on the
existing calf-lymph depot.
It appeared
that this was necessary, in view of the
vaccination arrangements, and Dr. Gresswell
had been specially pressing for this. The
Minister of Public Health had looked into
the matter, and considE'red that this would
be about the minimum amount that could
be spent at the present time.
He believed
that Dr. Embling ,yould confirm him in
this.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD stated
that he desired to know what 'was contemplated.
Was this for stables in which
calves were kept for the purpose of propagating this lymph? What was the total.
expenditure likely to be?
Was this item
for another railway station, for instance,
and what would this commit them to?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-There is nothing consequential at all.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING remarked
that we had been in the habit' of importing
calf lymph, and we now wanted to make
our own.
Some people had an objection
to vaccination because they feared that impure calf lymph might be used, and their
children become diseased. . Instructions'
were given that the medical officers were to'
use this pure lymph, and that d~d away
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with the dread of disease.
The 'Word
" towards" was rather indefinite, but he
thought they could trust this Government
for the next two or three years.
The Han. D. MELVILLE . remarked
that what Dr. Embling had said about importing calf lymph rather surprised .him.
This calf lymph depot had been establIshed
for a number of years, and the public
might be troubled if it went out that calf
I vmph from other sources was being used.
. The Hon. A. O. SACHsE.-We are not
able to produce enough.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that he
was concerned about this extraordinary information that we imported calf lymph.
Where did it.come from?
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING stated
that he was not speaking of to-day.
It
was now about ten years since he was in
practice, and at that time he used to. get
his lymph regularly.
People advertIsed,
and sent samples, and the lymph was obtained on those samples.
Then the Government took the matter in hand, and he
supposed the importation of the lymp.h had.
been stopped.
The item was agreed to.
The Hon. W. LITTLE called attention
to item 66, "Connexion between the Collingwood and' the Whittlesea railway lines,
£8,000."
He said he desired to know
what mileage this connexion would be, and
whether it had bben favorably reported
upon by the Railways Standing Committee, or had been passed by a former P arliament, and was it likely to be reproductive. ·He wanted to know the particulars
about this item, so· that he might be able
to tell' his constituents when they asked him
questions in regard to it.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that he
had a report from the Victorian Rail wa ys
Commissioners, dated 31st July, in which
they statedThe Commissioners are of opinion that it is
both practicable and advisable to construct and
operate a loop line on the west side of Merri
Creek, between Northcote and Clifton Hill, to
form a direct connexion between the Preston
line and the Collingwood line. The cost of constructing such a line, complete with signalling,
interlocking, electric staff instruments, &c., will
be approximately £8,000, and it is the opinion
of the Commissioners that the provision and
operation of this connexion will result in an increase in' the net revenue of the Commissioners
at least equal to the amount required to pay
interest on the cost of construction mentioned
above.

The Commissioners' report gave fur th e.r
information, which he would read 'if the
honorable member desired.
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The Hon. W. LITTLE said that he
wanted to be certain that the CommISSIOne.rs were satisfied.
The Hon. A. O. SAcHsE.-It is done at
their request.
The Hon. W. LITTLE said that that
,v:as all he wanted to know
The Hon. D. :MELVILLE said that cer·
tain of the residents had called on him and
had pointed out that this might be an overhead junction. According to their view,
it would be a mistake if this was not made
a sort of viaduct.
The item was agre~d to.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE called attention to item 69, "Towards Sunbury Waterworks (by way of loan under the Wa.ter
Acts), £10,000." He said he would lIke
the Minister to give some information about
this.
The Han. A. O. SACHSE stated that it
was to be a loan, and would be repayable.
It was a loan to the trust under the usual
conditions.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that
there was a report from the Railways
Standing Committee, and a recommenda-,
tion on this subject. He desired to know
whether the Railwavs Standing Committee's
report was being ~et aside, and something
new introduced. The water was to come
from Riddell's Creek, on the mountain, and.
be brought down to Sunbury. The pro:pos'alin the schedule seemed to be outSIde
the report made to the Government by the
Railways Standing Committee, which inves-.
tigated the matter. He could not rec~ll all
the particulars of the matter. Was thIS all
that ,vas needed, or was it the initiation of
a new scheme, for which more would be
required?
.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE stated that
this money was towards the supply of water,
for the town of Sunbury, the railway, and·
the asylum.
The money was necessary to
insure a proper supply. .
The Hon. E. MILLER said it never occurred to him that Sunbury wanted extensive waterworks. He understood that this
would be a loan, but these loans were not
always repaid.
Sunbury had Clone very.
well without this moriey for years, and it
would be far better to devote this large
su'm of £10,000 towards paying our debts.
He objected to such a lame amount being
voted for a small township like Sunbury. .
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT stated that he
visited Sunbury with the Railways Standing
Committee, who inquired fully into the
necessities 'of the water supply. He could
m~r~ly
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not remember what amount the committee
considered necessary, but it was shown to
them that the people had been using water
out of the Deep Creek, which was declared
to be unwholesome, and so it was proposed
to bring down a stream from the mountain,
so as to give really good water, both to the
asylum and the townspeople.
The present supply was not pure, and he fancied
it was getting more polluted.
The recommendation of the Railways Standing Committee might be relied upon as the result of
very close examination, and arrived at with
every idea of economy.
The Hon. E. MILLER.-What had the
Railways Standing Committee to do with
water?
The Hon. J. H. ABBOTT said that when
the Premier of the State referred a matter
like this to the committee they inquired
into it.
In fact, they had power under
the Act to do so.
The committee had inquired into the Lakes' Entrance question,
and other questions outside railways.
.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING stated that
the Government were reall y creating a trust
in regard to this loan, but some of it would
go towards the supply of the Lunatic Asylum, so that there was every chance that
this loan would be repaid. In fact in that
rega~d it was only a book entry so far as
the Government were concerned.
.
The item was agreed to.
On item 70, "Towards equipment Working Men's College, £1,000," ,
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR asked if this
item merely referred to the ,central College,
or did it mean equipping branches in the
various suburbs?
The Hon. A.. O. SACHSE ~bserved' that'
this item came under his own Department.
The Working Men's College had been very
reduced in funds of late.
He could say
unhesitatingly that out of all the money expended in the State of Victoria none was
more justified and none more pregnant of
great success in future than the money spent
on the Working Men's. College in Melbourne.
If he had his way this item
wou~d be £10,000 to equip other colleges of
a similar nature in various parts of Victoria.
He trusted that the day was not far distant
when there would be a number of Working
Men's Colleges established in the m'ain centres throughout Victoria.
Whatever might
be said of any branch of education in
a young community like this, there could be
no question whatever that the money spent
on true technical education to 'en'able' the
workman to produce scientifically and at
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his best the material nearest to his hand,
was money expended in the best possible
way. The Working Men's College applied
to him some time ago for £4,000 to complete their plumbing establishment, and
he obtained that grant for them to enable
them to complete one of the most imporWhen that
tant branches of the college.
business was finished it was found that by
a small additional expenditure of £ 1,000
the teaching of the printing, engraving, and
photography trades could be carried on on
another fioor.
In that case the Government
thought it was the highest economy to spend
that extra £1,000, and the item now appeared in this Bill.
He could recommend
this item to the Committee.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLIKG observed
of the
counthat, as a member
of, the
Working
Men's
Colcil
lege, he believed this money was to be
applied to the equipment of the college.
The name of the college did not express
what the institution really was.
It was
reallv the technical university of Victoria.
All the sums given to the college were
most carefully expended, and every shilling
was fully utilized.,
If ,he could only
bring to the House a schedule ,of the
salaries paid to professors and other teachers
there, Parliament would be ashamed. The
council had economized until they could
economize no more, and at last they came
to the point where they would have to shut
up half the college to save the rest, but the
Government had given £4,000, and this
exfra £1,000 'would enable the counc11 to
do work that had been left undone.
Professor Kernot had fitted up an iron working place, but that had to be' set aside alto-'
gether for iwant of funds.
Honorable
members could see what a standing disgrace
it would be to Victoria if this college
should graduallv die out for want of funds.
He hoped the turning point had come now,
and that this £5,000 would put the college
on the up-grade again.
As soon as they
got the Central College in good working
order, and the teachers properly paid, and
the students properly taught, they' would
be able to open up branches in other suburbs
of Melbourne, and in other parts of Victoria. '
The Hon. D. MELVILLE remarked
that the Government could not claim much
credit for the establishment of this institution, which owed its origin to the munificence of a distinguished member of this
House-the late Mr. Francis Ormond. It
seemed an unfortunate fact that after Mr.,
J
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Ormond had made that splendid bequest,
the workmen of Victoria did not" do the
rest to keep the college going.
It. did appear remarkable that after the tremendous
assistance given by the late Mr. Ormond
in establishing this great institution .for
the workers, the council of the college
were unable to equip it properly, and that
if they did not go to the Government they
would have had to shut up portion of it,
as Dr. Embling said. The Minister's remarks might leave the impression among
the rising generation that this was
a Government institution established by
the Government, whereas it was established
privately.
In asking his question, Mr.
Edgar did not object to the amount of
this item, nor did his question need the
kind of explanation that the rdinister gave.
The Government had done very little for
the Working Men's College, although he
was not going to say that the Government
ought to be called upon, for surely the
workers of this country, If they took the
thing properly in hand, ought to be able
to do all the rest.
Still, no member objected to the Government giving this
£1,000.
Mr. Ormond's wl1~le l~fe was
devoted, so to speak, to savmg money towards the worker and his education, and
he did not like to allow this item to pass
without alluding to the honorable name
of one of our greatest citizens, which was associated specially with this institution.
The Hon. R. B. RE E S observed that he
was not in any way criticising this amount,
but he was rather surprised the other day,
when visiting the Working Men's College, to
see that while large sums of money were
voted by Parliament to the institution, the
work turned out by the students there was
simply thrown on the scrap heap.
He
noticed what appeared to him to be splendid workmanship in ironwork thrown on the
scrap heap to be melted up or sold for old
This opened up the large labour
iron.
question, but he could not see why' the
Working Men's College could not do the
same as was done in some other technical
institutions that he knew of, and turn to
some account the work turned out by the
The college turned out. many
students.
useful articles, which were not used commerciall y, as they should. be, in ord~r t.o
aurrment the revenue of thIS excellent InStItution, and to help along the large
amounts of public money that the Government gave. He hoped that Dr. Embling,
or some of the other gentlemen who were
on the council of the Working Men's Col-
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lege, would take the necessary step to see
that this was clone.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING observed
that what Mr. Melville had said about the
workers of the State not better supporting
the Working Men's College might be said
with reference to the University, which
was always in difficulties, and always calling for help. The Working Men's College
was as much a Government institution as
that, and 'requ~red Government help as
much.. The fees paid wer~ very small, because the class of men and girls that. went
there were, to a very great extent, workers
who were employed in the day, and who
went to the college in the evening to improve themselves. If a boy was learning
a trade, and spent at the college in the
evening an hour or· two which otherwise
would be wasted, and so got on in his trade,
he turned out a better worker, and that was
to the advantage of the State. It was not
fair to suggest that the "workers of the State
had not done their part. How could they
do what Mr. Melville wanted them to do,
when there were S'O many calls upon them?
It was rather difficult to do what Mr. Rees
suggested by turning the products to commercial value. These lads were learning
their trades, and very little of what they
did had a commercial value. As the institution progressed, and increased in numbers and in wealth, he dared say a lot of
the work that was done there would have
a commercial value. In everv corner of
the college it would be found that use had
been made of the pupils' work. He had
never heard it suggested before that the
work should be sold outside, but he would
inquire into it at the next meeting of the
.
council.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE remarked that
he feared Mr. Melville might have, perhaps
unintentionally, placed a wrong construction
upon his reply to Mr. Edgar. ~\'Ir. Edgar
required information only, and did not offer
any hostile criticism at all. He rather
welcomed the honorable member's inquiry.
He heartily agreed that this was not a large
amount j rather it was a miserably small
amount. As Minister of Public· Instruction,
he was expending about £800,000 per annum in education for this State, and
out of that only £17,000 was for technical
trade education. That showed how very
small indeed was the assistance given by
this State to technical education.
He
would prefer that that amount should be
quadrupled, rather than main~ained at its
present value. The allowance in Sydney
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was a little more, but not nearly
sufficient for the grow~ng requirements
of a young commumty.
The proportion was largely increased in Germany and America. Instead of £17,000 out
of £800,000, it would probably be found
that the amount there was equivalent to
£200,000 out of £800,000.
It was a
question now for honorable members to
consider-he had considered it very carefully, and had arrived at his own personal
conclusion-whether the State should go on
spending such a large sum in so-called primary education, while giving such a paucity of
assistance to that particular class of education which! would produce scientific men
and scientific workmen, and men who had
inculcated in them the love of actual work.
The question was whether the State should
not rather have a tendency to curtail the
so-called priII4'lry amount, which appeared
to have reached a sum which this State could
not very much afford to increase, and if they
should not rather increase the grant towards
the education of tl:e workmen of the State,
so as to make them fitted to compete with
the workmen of other countries. It was a
question whether this should not be done,
rather than to go along as we had been
doing, in the slip-shod manner in which
technical education had been carried on.
He trunted that the day was coming when
Parliament would not merely be generous,
but even inclined to be lavish in its assistance towards the education of our workmen.
I f Australia was to become a great nation,
if it was to take a forefront place in the
race of nations, it could be only by educating our work people to produce the highest
class of work, and by enabling them to
obtain the highest amount of pay, in order
to compete succe$sfullv with the workmen of
other countries.
The Han. D. E. McBRYDE observed
that he was not going to take exceptio~ to
the item at all, particularly as he understood that it was for teaching plumbing.
His experience of plumbers was that they
were a. very poor lot, and if it was possible
to improve them, this would be money well
spent. He rather approved of what Mr.
l\lelville had said, for there was an old and
wise saying that "God helps those who
help themselves." One l\1inistelr of Public
Instruction here was once going to teach
boys to sew buttons on their clothes. That
sort of thing was rather a farce.
The
Minister referred to photography, but he
would think that wa,s a pleasant pastime,
and not a thing to be taught at this college.
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This sort of assistance was right to enable
the college to teach sensible things, but it
was reall y absurd if it was to help in the
teaching of things like photography, and
the sewing on of buttons.
The Hon. E. MILLER expressed the
opini.on that the name of the college was
a mIsnomer. It was really the technical
school of Victoria, for it was open, not
only to working men, but to all classes.
He quite agreed with Mr. Sachse about
technical education. Technical education
in America and in Germanv had advanced
by great strides, and should be encouraged
here, but unfortunately the Government
could not afford to be lavish. The Government were spending as much money
as they could afford upon this institution.
He quite agreed that too much was beinO'
paid to the State schools, and that
would be better to devote part of that sum
to encouraging ,technical education.

it

The Hon. W. J. E VAN S stated that
he agreed with Mr. Sachse.
It was a
great pity that the Committee were not in
a position to increase the item. He differred from Mr. Melville in his remarks
about the workers. I f there was· one secti'On of the community which benefited by
the college it was the large manufacturers,
~nd they should. be in a position to give
If thev
It some substantlal assistance.
did as much as some of the Americai'I
manufacturers had done the college would
not ha ve to come to the Government for
Mr. Melville's rebuke to the
grants.
workers was not altogether deserved, because the college was brought into existence to help those who were not in a
position to give time during the day to
They could hardly
learning their trades.
be expected to pay more than the necessary
~ees.
If they made themselves proficient
111 their trades that was a benefit to the
State, and if the large employers of labour,
who reaped such great benefits fwm the
technical education of this State, would
do ,,,hat the founder of the college intended that they should do, the Government
would not be called upon to put the very
l~rge amount on the Estimates which they
dId put, nor to include these items in the
Surplus Revenue Bill.
The Hon. A. O. SAcHsE.-The Government do not do this grudgingly; they do
it with pleasure.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS st;d he knew
that the Government would do n.- .. ~ if they
were in a position to.
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The Han. W. H. EMBLING stated
,that the council of the college would be
very pleased if this House would visit the
college on some day to be fixed, and see
what was being done. He would suggest
at the next meeting of the council of the college that this House should be respectfully
invited to see the college at work.
The Han. W. H. EDGAR stated that
,there was a feeling amongst the southern
suburbs that the central institution was
considerably overcrowded, and that it was
a little difficult for pupils to get admittance
there.
Some of the southern suburbs
were endeavouring to amalgamate to have
a branch established south of the Yarra.
This college had the support of the whole
of the State in the immense amount of
valuable work it was doing in endeavouring to fit youths and girls to fill positions
with credit to themselves, and with advantage to the whole .St~te.
The item was agreed to.
.. Progress was then .'reported.
STATISTICS COLLECTION BILL.
The House went into Committee for the
further consideration of this Bill.
On clause 7, which provided for power to
'enter land, factories, mines, &c., within
reasonable hours in the day-time,
The Han. W. H. EMBLIKG asked
. what were reasonable hours?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE stated that
this term was used in all Acts of P arliament, and he took it that a Judge would
determine, if the issue came before him,
what was a reasonable time.
The clause was agreed to.
On clause 8; which was as follows:The superintendent or officer in charge of
every police clistrict shall on or before the fi.rst
day of March in each year collect and furnIsh
to the Government Statist returns for the preceding year ending on the last day of Dece~- .
ber for the district in charge of such supermtendent or officer,
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The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said the Committee had already affirmed the principle
that the only information to be supplied
should be the information' set forth in the
forms passed by the Governor in Council.
Now it might be that the information set
forth in one form might not be sufficient, or
there might be some misunderstanding, and
the present clause would prevent any difficulty of that kind.
The Hon. R. B. REES expressed the
opinion that "the last day of December"
. might be a rather inconvenient time for
farmers to make returns up till, and he
would suggest that it might be made opt.i.onal to make the returns either up to the
last day of December, or the last day of
February.
At the end of December the
harvest was in full swing, and it might be
very difficult for every farmer to make up
his returns to that date.
The harvest was
not then in, and it would be difficult to
estimate it exactly.
If the date was made
optional for either December or February it
would be more convenient.
.
The Han. A. O. SACHSE remarked that
t?is matter had been very carefully conSIdered by the Statist and his officers and
the date mentioned .in the Bill wa~ regarded as the most convenient and liberal
that could be allowed.
It was impossible
to pick any particular date that would not
be, to some extent, inconvenient to men of
some calling.
The clause was agreed to, as were also
clauses 9, 10, and 11.
On clause 12, giving the Treasurer of
':ictoria power to withhold payment of pubhc moneys from any bodies which failed to
furnish the statistics required,
The Han. 'W. H. EMBLING stated
that he had received letters from a large
~urr:ber of mun~cipalities in the country obJectmg to furmsh information without rec~iving some paym~nt for the work they
Of course, m large municipalities,
dId.
such as those round Melbourne, the extra
expense did not matter so much but in poor
cOUl:try shires, ~here there ;vas a large
terntory ~nd very small income, the matter
was very Important.
At this stage progress was reported.

The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD asked the
Minister of Public Instruction whether this
clause would not overlap clause 7? There
were three classes authorized to make these
inspections-the Government Statist, any
person duly authorized 'under his hand, and
DISTINGUISHED V·ISITOR.
any member of the police force.
That was
THE Due n' ABRUZZI.
provided for by clause 7, yet by this clause
The Hon. J. 1\1. DAVIES said that there
. it was made compulsory on the superintendent .or officer in charge of every police dis- ,,:a~ present in the gallery a distinguished
trict to collect and furnish to the Govern- VISItor, a member of the illustrious house of
ment Statist the returns for the preceding Savo~T, His Royal Highness the Duc
, d' Abruzii. Italy, they all knew,. was an ally
year for the district,· in his charge.
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of Eno-land, and honorable members felt
o bv His Royal H'Ig hness ' presence
honoured
there to-night. He begged to moveThat a chair be provided on the. floor of ~h:
Ccuncil Chamber for His Royal HIghness LUIgI
Amedeo, of Savoy, Duke of the Abruzzi.

Sir HENRY CUTHBERT seconded the
motion, which was agreed to.
STATISTICS COLLECTION BILL.
The consideration of this Bill in Committee was then resumed.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLIKG remarked
that when progress was reported he was re.ferring to the fact that country shires objected very much to have this duty of c?llecting statistics for the Government StatIst
placed upon them, whhout receiving any
remuneration.
Now, by this clause, it was
proposed to penalize them if they did not
collect the statistics, by withholding the
payment of .my public money which otherwise would have been payable to them. He
had received communications from shires,
pointin o' out that this would involve extra
expensf'~ w'hich they could little afford. Some
of the country shires had large territory,
small population, ~rnall staffs, and small
incomes, and he (Dr. Embling) thought that
instead of the Government penalizing them
if they' did not supply this informatioQ,
thev should receive some consideration from
the" Treasurer for supplying it.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE observed that
the Government had experienced no diffi·
culty in the past in obtaining the fullest inOr.
formatiGIl from municifJal councils.
the contnI\', councils had been found as
willing as possible, speaking generally, to
supply the information which the Government Statist required. He would point out
that this was not a requirement for any section of the people, but was a national requirement in the advantages of which shire
councils participated.
There were ho
bodie.s, perhaps, in the community to which
the information was so valuable as to the
shire councils themselves, and it would be
found, probably, in . 99
cases
out
of
100,
that
the
councils
would
he
most
willing
to
supply.
the
information. If, however, there should happen to be any case in which a council
might be small-minded enough to refuse
or neglect to supply this na,tional information, he thought it was only fair that the
Government should be able to exert a little
legal pressure, so as to cause them to fall
into line with all the rest of the councils
. i:l furnishing information which was required for the national interests.
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The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said the
statement of the Minister of Public Instruction did not answer his question. The
requirements, under clause 5, were so ex- .
tensive that many
shires in country'
districts w\')uld reallv not be able to do
all that was asked, and he did not see why
they should be penalized in such cases.
The Minister had stated that in the past
the shire councils had done the work well,
. without any penalties being imposed upon
them, and he (Dr. Embling) did not see
why it was necessary to penalize them now.
This clause would press very heavily on
any poor shire council which, through no
fault if its own, might not be able to do
the work which it was· called upon to perform.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT remarked
that he could not agree with the Minister
of Public Instruction that councils in the
past had complied freely, and with despatch, with the orders that had been given
by Parliament.
The Hon. A. O. SAcHsE.-I was speak~
int; generallv.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that
one case which came prominently forward
last season 'was when, time. after time, the
Legislative Council having made an order
for certain returns, councils refused or
neglected to send in those returns, althoug.h
the Minister was good enough to use hIS
influence to get them to do so. He (Sir
Henry Cuthbert) thought it was very proper that this duty should devolve on ~he
municipal councils, and he hoped the Mmister would adhere to the clause.
The clause was agreed to, as were also
the remaining clauses, the schedule, and
the preamble.
The Bill was reported to the House
. with an amendment, and the amendment
was considered and adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. A. O.
SACHSE, the Bill was then read a third
time and passed.
STAMPS ACTS AMENDMEKT'
BILL.
On the order of the day for the second
reading of this Bill,
The Hon. J. M.DAVIES said he had
not had the slightest idea, in vjew of the
slow' progress that' had been made, that
this· Bill would be reached to-night. He
had a .Jot of matter to bring before honorable members, but, unfortunately, he had
left it at the office. He therefore begged
to ·moveThat the order of the day be postponed.
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Sir HENRY CUTHBERT remarked
that the Attorney-General would feel conscious in his own mind that honorable members on that side of the House did not
desire to offer any opposition to the honorable gentleman proceeding promptly with
business.
They regretted, of course, the
absence of the Attolfney-General's notes,
but the honorable gentlem.an had been complaining, not only this evening, but on previous occasions, that there Was a great
\vaste of time. He could assure the honorable gentleman that, so far as his (Sir
Henrv Cuthbert's) friends on that side of
the House were concerned, they were ready
to assist in making as much progress with
business as possible.
The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-There IS
plenty of other business to go on with.
The motion was agreed to.
JURIES ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
The message from the Legislative Assembly, intimating that they had disagreed
with the amendment made by the Council
on the amendment of the Assembly in this
Bill, was taken into consideration.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES movedThat the Council do not insist on its amendment.

He said there was really very little in the
amendment of the Council. The Assemblv's amendment was to insert a ne,w clause
providing that justices of the peace should
be exempt from serving as jurors, and
this clause was amended by the Council
by the addition of the words "if and whenever they so desire." I f these words were insisted on, it would be necessary for justices of the peace, i.f they wished to be
exempt, to make application for exemption,
and this would entail a certain amount of
inconvenience.'
If ~t \vas proposed to
exempt justices of the peace whenever they
claimed to be exempted, he saw no reason
why they might not be exempted altogether.
The only doubt he had about the whole
matter was this: At the present time it was
the greatest worry of his life appointing
justices, and if justices were to be exempt
from serving on juries, then the pressure to
make appointments would be all the greater.
Honorable members could have no idea of
the pressure that was attempted to get certain gentlemen appointed justices of the
peace, but he could assure honorable members that no pressure whatever had the
slightest effect unless the appointment was
justified on its merits. He might say that,
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since he had been a Minister, he had never
attended the House one single day but what
he had been spoken to in the lobby, in the
passages, and other places, with reference
to the appointment of some one as a justice
of the peace. Sometimes as many as haIfa-dozen applications had been made to him
in one night, and he would be delighted if
some other means could be provided for
the appointment of justices. Still, he was
not able to suggest any other way in which
the appointments could be made which
would be safer and more satisfactory in the
interests of the State. As to the amendment,
he thought that if honorable members came
to the conclusion that justices should be
exempted from serving as jurors if they desired to be exempted, they might as well
be exempted without putting them to the
trouble of attending the Court, and expressing their desire to that effect. He hoped,
therefore, the Council would not insist on
its amendment.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD observed
that, as the mover of the amendment, he
certainly hoped that the Council would inHe thought the motion of the
sist on it.
Attorney-General was really trifling with
what the,y did there.
Honorable members
must recollect what this Bill was originally.
It was brought in by the Attorney-General
for one very simple and trifling object,
namely, to facilitate Judges in accepting
excuses
from
jurymen
which
they
were
unable
to
do
as
the
law
stood at present.
If a man's wife
was ill, or any important cause rendered it
very inconvenient for him to attend las
a j~ror, the Judge had no power to excuse
him, and .could only take the course of
imposing a merely nominal penalty.
This
Bill was introduced with the sole object
of dealing with that small matter.
When
it went to the Assembly that Chambet
inserted an amendment excusing justices of
the peace from their liability to serve as
jurors.
In considering the matter, he
(Mr. Harwood) caine to the conclusion that
unless it was desired to discountenance the
e.xistence of juries altogether this was a very
undesirable amendment to make. He brought
the matter before the Council, and suggested that if a justice's magiste.rial duties
required him to absent himseIf, he should
have an opportunity of applying and being
excused.
He suggested an amendment to
this effect, and it met with the approval of
the Council, no objection being raised to it
by the Attorney-General, or anyone else
in the Chamber. That amendment was sent
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down to the Assembly, and now it was
thrown back to them in what he thought
was a very contumelious way. There was
too much of this kind of thing altogether.
The Coun~il made amendments, they went
to another place, and there they were thrown
out without any rhyme or reason being given
except something very trivial, and now
when the Council came to deal with the
matter again, they were asked to adopt the
action of another place, and not to insist
on their amendment. He considered that if
the Government wished honorable members
to take any interest ,in Bills that were
brought forward, and to give their time
and consideration to those measures, the
way to accomplish that was not to ask them
without any suincient reason being given to
waive reasonable amendments which they
had inserte,J in measures.
There would
be no inducement to honorable members to
give their time and attention to looking into
Bills if their amendments were to be pitched
aside almost on the mere word of a Minister
in another place. No reason whatever had
been given for refusing tliis amendment, except the trivial one that it would put
justices of the peace to some inconvenience
if they had to claim exemption. Exemption might be claimed in a very simple
n)anner, but, for his part, he thought it
was a very bad principle, and a very lowering principle, to say, that justices of the
peace should be exempted from serving on
It would have a tendency to injuries.
crease the feeling which was already too
prevalent, that serving on juries was not
the honorable office it was alwavs intended
to be, and which it really \V a"'s , but was
simpl y a piece of trouble and annoyance,
which should be got over as lightly as
He hoped the House would inpossible.
sist on its amendment.
The Hon. W. H. E1\1BLING stated
that he must support Mr. Harwood in this
matter, because he considered that the class
of men who composed our magistracy were
the very class who ought to be on juries. It
would be a very great mistake to cut from
the jury list many hundreds of our citizens
who were specially fitted to do this particular work. The higher we raised the
status of the iuries, the better it would be
for the admhiistration of justice.
. The Hon. E, MILLER said he thought
the amendment of the Council was a good
one, and he considered that thev should
insist on it.
It was with the gre;test difficulty that a good body of jurymen could
be got together.

Amendment Bill.
The Hon. J. 1\1. DAvIEs.-Members of
Parliament are exempt without claiming
exemption.
The Hon. E. MILLER said he thought
it would be a very good thing if members
of Parliament served on juries.
In his
opinion, justices of the peace were a class
of men who were invaluable on a jury, and
he thought the Council's amendment \'lOuld
be a great improvement on the Bill. The
Attorney-General's only reason for not iflsisting on the amendment 'Was that it would
put justices to some inconvenience, but
what ·great inconvenience was entailed on
a justice of the peace in writing to the
Court and asking to be exempted from
serving on a jury?
The Hon. J. G. AIKMAK remarked
that shire councillors were exempt from
serving on juries, and as he was sure, if
justices of the peace were allowed to be
exempted if they applied for exemption,
they would be sure always to make such
application, he saw no good purpose to be
served by adhering to the amendment. He
would prefer to see the exemption done
away with altogether, and that justices of
the peace should be required to serve on
juries, but if they were to be exempted on
application, he thought the clause might
as well be agreed to without the Council's
amendment.
The .House divided on the question that
the amendment be not insisted onAyes
10
Noes
13
Majority for
amendment

insisting

on

the
3

AYES.

Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Aikman,
Baillieu,
Davies,
Little,
Evans,
McLellan,

Mr.
Mr.
Sir
Mr,
Dr.
Mr.
Mr.

Abbott,
Balfour,.
H. Cuthbert,
Edgar,
Embling,
Harwood,
Irvine,

Mr. Pitt,
Mr. Sachse.

Tellers.
Mr. Brown,
Mr. Crooke.
NOES.

Mr,
Mr,
Mr,
Mr.

Manifold,
McDonald,
Miller,
Rees.
Tellers.
Mr, Melville,
Mr. Pearson.

The amendment was insisted on, and a
message was ordered to be sent to the
Legislative Assembly intimating the d'eci.sion. of the House.
.
PUBLIC DEBT CONVERSION
BILL.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE moved the
second reading of this Bill, which, he said,
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was a short .measure ot what might be the debentures that had been in the hands
It aealt with of the trustees.
termed a formal character.
£457,000 worth of debentures that had
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU remarked
been in the hands of the. Trust Funds that he was unable to understand the answer
trustees as security for certain money ad- given by the Minister of Public Instruction.
vanced by them in the past.
The deben- He could not understand how 'debentures
tures which the trustees held had matured, could be issued without the Government beand it became necessary now to either re- ing required to pay any interest on them.
establish another system of debentures to He could understand the State paying intake their place or to add the amount to terest to itself, but he understood that this
the unfunded debt, and the Treasurer money had been borrowed from the Trust
thought that the former course was pre- Funds, and the Trust Funds had to pay
ferable.
The Treasury officials held that interest to some one, even if the money
the regular and proper way of dealing with came from the Savings Banks.
The Bill
this expired amouht was to create new de- specificall y provided that the debentures
bentures to take the place of those which should bear interest. It also provided that
The question of interest they might be placed on the market and
had expired.
would not cOme into the matter, because the sold at such times as the holders might
Government neither received interest nor deem necessary.
paid 'itlterest so far as these debentures were
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that i-.e
concerned. They were simply a formal se- also would like some more information
curity for the repayment of the money. The about the Bill. Who were the trustees of
terms of these debentures would be either the Trust Funds?
thirty or fifty years.
The money had be~n
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-You are an
expended on loan works in country dIS- ex-Minister, and ought to know.
tricts, the Yan Yean Waterworks, the gravThe Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that the
ing dock, and the public offices.
trustees were trustees who had been proThe Hon. W. H. EMBLING observed perly appointed, and all that this Bill did
that the Minister of Public Instruction had was to replace the debentures that had mastated that no interest was to be charged tured by new debentures. Honorable memon these debentures.' Clause 6, however, bers knew that the Trust 'Funds had beel1
distinctly spoke of the interest that was encroached upon from time to time, as deto be paid.
ficiencies occurred in the public fi nances;
The Hon. :A. 0.' SAcHsE.--It is purely an.d the object of this measure was merely
formal.
.
to renew a bilI.
The Hon .. W., H. EMBLING said that
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU remarked
the two statements did not agree.
that he had imagined the position to be as
The Hon. A. O. ·SA'cHsE.-I 'shall be the Attorney-General stated it, but the inable to answer the question more fully.in formation given by the Minister of Public
Committee.
.
Instruction in moving the second reading of
The motion was agreed to.
.
the Bill was quite inconsistent with the exThe Bill was then read a second time, planation now given by his colleague. These
an.d committed-the Hon. J. Balfour in the debentures must necessarily bear interest,
chair.
imd he understood that the trustees might sell
On clause I (Short title),
them in the market if they chose to do so.
The Hon. E. MILLER asked what was The debentures had not been sold in the past,
the currency' of the :debentures that ,were and it might be assumed that they would be
now due?
.
allowed to remain in the same position in the
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said the pre- future.
amble stated that the debentures matured
The Hon. E. MILLER said he underdue on the I st day of January, 1904.
s,tood thFtt' the Government had borrowed
The Hon. E. ,MILLER.-How long have from the Trust Funds, and had paid the
thev been running?
.
amount back. in the form of paper anoneyAccord-'
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE· said· 'he was debentures not bearing interest.
not quite sure, but he thought they had in'g to' clause 2, however, it was clearly
been running for either 30 or 50 years. The contemplated that the trustees should have
objeCt of this Bill was simply to replace the power 'of selling the debentures, and
those debentures by new ones. With regard when they were sold they must bear interest.'
to'Dr. Embling's 'question as'to the intere'st, . The Hon. J. 1\1. DAVIEs.-When they get
no interest had been 'paid or received on to the public they will bear interest.
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The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-They won't was instructed. A great many of the socalled Trust Funds were really moneys beget to the public.
The Hon. E. MILLER said he was longing- to the State.
The Han. W. L. BAILLIEU said he
bound to confess that he was rather in a
fog over the whole matter.
The Minister understood that much of the trust moneys
of Public Instruction said that these de- that had been taken by the Government
bentures were originally issued thirty or belonged to the Savings Banks.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-The Governfifty years ago, but at that time the Government was not so stupid as to encroach ment never takes money from the Savings
Bani(s. The Govern~ent sometimes boron the Trust Funds.
The Hon. VV. H. EMBLING remarked rows money from the Savings Banks, for.
that the explanations given of this Bill did which it pays interest, but this is not a
not agree.
Honorable members were told part of it.
The Han. W. L. BAILLIEU said it
that these debentures were to replace cerwas easy to understand that where the Gotain Trust Funds.
The Hon. J. 1\1. DAVIEs.-No; they are vernment was using its own money, it paid
no interest.
to replace debentures held by the trustees.
The Han. W. H. E1\IBLING said it
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD remarked
amounted to the same thing.
If no inter- that the matter appeared to him to be perest had been paid on these debentures since fectly clear. The Government became in··
they were first issued, the Government had debted to the Trust Funds for a certain
. done very ,,'ell out of the Trust Funds. The amount. The Trust Fun.ds were moneys
Committee were told that the provisions as which might belong to the Government,.
to the payment of interest were a mere or might belong to some one else. These
form, but the debentures could. be sold, and debentures must, on the face of them, bear
if they were sold they must bear interest.
interest, because they might be sold to
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-They will only the public. There could be no objection,
be sold if the particular Trust Funds need however, to their bearing interest, because
to be used.
even if the Government went through the
The Hon. "vV. H. EMBLING.-And then farce of paying interest to the trustees,
they would simply pay it with one hand,
they would bear interest?
and receive it with the other.
The Han. J. M. DAvIEs.~Yes.
On clause 7, which was as follows:The Hon. E. MILLER said he preEvery debenture shall ben,r date the first day sumed these debentures did not relate to
of January one thousand nine hundred and four recent borrowings, but to a very old debt.
or such subsequent date as the Governor. in
The Han. J. M. DAVIEs.-Yes. They
Council may direct and shall bear interest payable at such times and at such places as may be do not relate to any recent borrowings.
The clause was agreed to.
specified in such debentures at the rate of three
pounds per centum per annum in respect of the
The Bill, having been gone through,
principal moneys mentioned therein,
was reported without amendment, and the
The Han. W. H. EMBLING said it report was considered and adopted.
would be seen from this clause that interest
On the motion of the Han. A. O.
was provided at the rate of 3 per cent. Was SACHSE, the Bill was then read a third
that interest. to be paid? If not, why was time a,nd passed.
it in the Bill?
The Han. W. S. MANIFOLD.-The PreWILD DOGS ACT 190I REVIVAL'
mier wouI'd say,. " It is the law."
AND CONTINUATION BILL.
The Han. J. M. DAVIES said. that
This Bill was received from the Legiswhen the trustees received security for the lative Assembly. and, on the motion of the
different Trust Funds which did not have Hon. ,;y. PITT, was read a first time.
to bear interest, they must be provided with a security which did bear
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1903
interest, so that if those particular Trust
AMENDMENT BILL (No.3).
Funds were required to be' paid out for
any purpose, the trustees might be able to . This Bill was received from the Legisdispose of the debentures. In· order to do lative Assembly, and, on the motion of the
that, thev must have a security which would Hon. A. O. SACHSE, 'was read a first
be mar.ketable. But, while the debentures time.
remained in the hands of the trustees, inThe House adjourned at three minutes'
terest was not paid-that was, so far as he to ten o'clock;
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, A.ugust 23, 1904 ..
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
IMPORTATION OF
A SAND-PUMPING DREDGE.
~1r. SANGSTER asked the Premier if it
were true, as reported in the Age newspaper
of Tuesday, 16th August inst., that the Government were importing a dredge from
abroad; if so, would he inform the HOUSE::
whv they were importing this dredge while
a great many of our resident ironworkers
were idle and anxious to obtain employment?
Mr. BENT.-·lt is true, as reported in
the Age newspaper of the 16th inst., that
the Government are importing a dredge
from abroad. As to our reasons for doing
so, my answer is that we are importing a
sand-pumping dredge for the purpose
of clearing out certain place.s-first
of all, that stinking place, the Sandridge lagoop.
At Portland the boat
harbor, which used to be 10 feet
As to
deep, ·is now reduced to 3 feet:
Warrnambool, it is almost impossIble for a
At Port Fairy they ~re
boat ro get there.
endeavouring now to pick up the sand w~th
a spoon and throw it out into the .sea? and
then kick it along somehow.
It IS SImply
nonsense.
On the Gippsland Lakes we
have two dredaes at work.
They simply
take up the s~nd with a little. spoon and
carry it about.
We are spendmg £.5,000
or £6,000 a year in that work, and SImply.
wasting the money. I may say to the ho~
orable member who has asked thIS
question that, in the old days, when
an honorable member intended to move
the adjournment of the. House .or . to
make strictures on the action of a Mmister, he generally gave informatio~ of that
intention.
I have only been mformed
through the press that it is the honorable
,member's intention to move the adjournment
of the House. However, I have brought
the whole of the papers in connexion with
the matter to the House, and I have them
here.
For years, they ha~e ~een talking
about getting a dredge of thIS k:nd, but ot
doing anything.
We ?ete~~med, after
making all the necess,ary Il1qUlnes from our
public officers, and also from our own knowledge of the market, to ge~ a dredge, and. as
we intend later on to buIld more of these
dredges, we thought we would get a pattern
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from Great Britain.
That is the plan that
we adopted 23 years ago in connexion with
the railways.
We obtained a Beyer-Peacock engine as a pattern.
We wanted ~
pattern, but nothing else.
l\1r. HANNAH.-When do you think you
will want the next sand-pumping dredge?
Mr. BENT.-Immediately, if not sooner.
I observed, as Minister of P ublic Works,
that the monev was wasted in all directions.
For instance,"' it cost from 2S. to 3s. per
cubic yard to raise this sand, whereas we
were informed that, by purchasing a sandpumping dredge, it could be done for 3d.
per cubic yard.
If honorable members will
look at the Estimates they will see the large
sum of money that we are now wasting on
Look at that old tub,
this dredging' work.
the John Nimmo, down in the Bay. It
takes up a little sand and puts it down
again, then a wave comes along and spread,
the sand again, and another little heap is
made.
Therefore, we determined to get a
sand-pumping dredge as a pattern; but,
before doing. so, we asked the officers to
ascertain, so far as they possibly could,
whether we could, within a reasonable time,
get a dredge of that kind and at a reasonable price.
As, I suppose, the honorabl~
member for Port Melbourne intends to move
the adjournment of the House--.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I certainly do.
Mr. BENT.-Then, although he has not
paid me the courtesy of telling me o~ his in,
tention, I shall be courteous to hIm, and
teach him a thing or two by giving him the
information beforehand.
]\1r. SANGSTER.-I have always been
courteous to you; but I did not think it:
necessary to tell vou that I.intended to move
the adjournment:
Mr. BENT.-You did the same thing
about the Moe railway business the other.
night.
l'Jr. SANGSTER.-I did it because you
bluffed me.
Mr. BENT.-And the honorable member·
will be bluffed again. Unless he adopts a
differ'ent course, he will be bluffed many a.
time.
Mr. SANGSTER.--This question was put
on the notice-pa per last Wednesday, so that
you had plenty of time.
Mr. BENT.-c-Well, we can have it our
now. First of all, I will read to the House
a report from the Secretary for Publk
'iVorks. He. saysIn a report in the year 1900 concerning the
construction of a sand pump suction dredger, the
Inspector,General of Public Works stat:d t~at
he estimated to construct such a vessel In VIC-
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toria the cost would be £30,000, and represented
that with such a vessel work now costing IS.
8d. to 2S. 6d. per cubic yard could be done for
3d. per cubic yard or less.
In a further report dated 14.1.02, Mr. Davidson represented that if t1;te work be carried out
it would be necessary to prepare full drawings
of the machinery, &c. The specification would
occupy six months in preparation, and for the
work the services of a marine architect, as well
as a mechanical engineering draughtsman, would
be required, and it would be necessary to allow
two vears for construction.
In' the case of the dredge lohn Nimmo,
built locally, the contract price was £47,7°0, but
cost £3,245 in excess of the contract amount,
making therefore a total cost of £5°,945; the
date allowed for the completion was 30th October, 1886; but was not completed until the end
of December, 1887, being 14 months in excess
of contract time.
The English offer of the selected design for
the proposed sand pump dredge delivered in
Melbourne is £19,000, but with proposed alterations and additions the cost will be brought to
£20,120. The tenderers agree to deliver on the
Clyde within 7~ months from date of delivery
of order. It will thus be seen that there is a
great advantage in favour of such offer, both
in cost, as estimated from past experience, as
well as in time. (Such experience having been
gained in connexion with the dredge lohn
Nimmo, the s.s. Lady Loch, and the pilot
steamer Victoria.)

I do no~ wish to take up time by reading
everyone of these papers. Instead of doing that I have had a precis prepared. It
may be necessary by-and-by to read every
one of these papers, bur I do not intend to
do so just now. The precis is as follows:18.2.1899.-The Secretary of Customs asks
probable cost of dredging channel at Queensferry, vVestern Port Bay.
20-4- 1899.-Engineer for dredging
reporb
that existing appliances obsolete and incapable
of economically coping with such an extensive
work. Suggests to obtain a twin-screw sand
pump hopper dredger, which would also be
available for use at Portland, Port Fairy, \Varrnambool, . and Gippsland Lakes, similar to the
vessel imported by the New South Wales Government.
On receipt of requisition for dredging at
breakwater, 'Warrnambool, the Engineer for
Dredging,
8.2.1900.-Again urges consideration of the
necessity for obtaining a sand pump dredger.
Inspector-General reports on proposed dredging
at Queensferry on
28.5.1900, and urges necessity of procuring
such a machine at a cost of about £30,000, pointing out that with such a vessel the cost would
be reduced to :~d. per cubic yard, as against
IS. 8d. to 2S. 6d. with existing plant.
March, 1901.-0n the subject of dredging at
Warrnambool and Portland, the InspectorGeneral reiterates the necessity for obtaining a
sand pump dredger at an estimated cost of
£30,000, if built and engineo in Victoria.
Commissioner of
Public
27.6. IqOI.-The
Works (Hon. Wm. McCulloch, M.L.C.) directed
provision on Estimates for expenditure; on same
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date the Inspector-General seeks instruction o.s
to whether such a vessel should be built locally'.
or imported, stating that a suitable vessel built
in England and delivered in Melbourne within
a year would cost £20,000; if built in Victoria
would probably cost £3°,000.
I.i.ol.-The Hon. the Minister directs matter to be placed before the Cabinet.
The sum of £30,000 appearing on Public
Work.s Loan Act No. 1767.
14.1.02.-The Inspector-General requests to
be informed of decision of Government as to
whether vessel to be built and engined' in Victoria or imported from Home, pointing out the
necessary course to pursue in either case, and
urges that"The exigencies of the outports as regards
approaches and berthage are becoming so accentuated that every effort should be madeit is submitted-to obtain the dredger with the
least possible delay."
The Hon. the Minister thereupon directs that
plans be prepared and tenders invited.
27·1.02.-Engineer Ports and Harbors submits suggestions as to requirements for a seagoing hopper dredger.
April, 190I.-Lindon Bates, per Hon. Premier, submits results of test trial of dredge
Samson, supplied to Government of Queensland.
20.1.02.-Engineer for Dredging reports being favorably impressed with hydraulic disintegrating gear and adjustable mouth-piece, as
shown in illustrated catalogue, and submits the
advisability of the Inspector-General and an
expert officer visiting the vessel fitted with same
nnd working in Quee·nsland.
5·3·02.-Hon. Minister directs that AgentGeneral be asked to make inquiries as to terms
on which suction dredger could be supplied, in
accordance with particulars submitted.
5·7·o2.-Letter dater 2qth May, 1902, received from Agent-General (per Secretary to
Premier), submitting quotations.
24· 12.03·-As no expenditure had been incurred under Act No. 1767 the sum of £II,OOO
was provided under Act 1882 of 24.12.°3, that
amount being an estimate of the requirements
for twelve months.

I do not know that it is necessary for me
to read the rest of the precis.
I notice
that honorable members are not 'taking
much interest in it, so that it is only wasting time.
Ur. COLECHIN.-You are reading it so
indistinctly.
~'Ir. BE2\JT.~I do not ~vant to take up
time, so that I shall not read any more
of it just now. Then I have received the
following memorandum from the Engineer
in Charge of Ports and Harbors:Regarding the question as to the expediency
of importing
the
required
sand-pumping
dredger, I would state that there is no example
of this class of dredger in Victoria, and I consider it therefore most important in adopting
the system that the first dredge for the purpose should be obtained from a manufacturer
having had experience as a builder of the kind
of dredge required. Another and larger dredO'e
should be obtained shortly for the purpose ~f
superseding the present appliances for removing
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sand in large quantities from the south channel,
appro::tch to Hobson's Bay, and Hopetoun Channel. 'With the experience obtained from the use
of an importe.d dredger, I am of opinion that
such class of dredger could be more advantageously designed and made in the State than
at present, when we are on the eve of abandoning obsolete svstems of dredging. The cost
of making the dredge required at present in
the State would be 50 per cent. more than importing one, and the expensive system of dredging at present used would not be superseded
for nearly three years, as it will take six months
to design and two years to build a dredge here.
C. W. MACLEAN,
Engineer in Charge of Ports and Harbors.

28/3/ 0 4.
.
.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-The late
Premier promised distinctly that the
dredge would be made here, and' surely he
had all these reports before him. I remember Mr. Irvine stating that on the floor
of the· House.
Mr. BENT.-I find that there have
been lots of statements and promises, but
there has not been much performance.
'When I make a statement I like to perform all rpy promises.
T.herefore, the
Government have deliberately, as a matter
of business, and in the interests of the
State,. and for the benefit of everybody,
taken upon themselves the responsibility
after obtaining these reports, and after being informed that we ought to get one of
th2 best dredges from the country where
they are made, of obtaining one of those
dredges as a pattern. That is the way I
put it. As my colleague, the Minister of
Lands, reminds me, we thought it best to
get a: pattern from one of the firms that
make 'it their specialty to build these
machines.
Mr. SANGSTER.-How long is it since
the Government sent home the order for it
to be' made?
}Ir. BENT.-I will have to go back to
these papers.
Mr. BROMLEY.-The Minister of Water
Supply ought to know. He ordered it.'
l\Ir. BENT.-I win read the rest of the
precis23.2.04 .....:...-Hon. the Premier cabled AgentGeneral and Hon. G. Swinburne in London to
co-operate with a view to obtaining and submitting offers for a sand pum p dredger, amount
available [22,000.
7-5. 04.-Hon . G. Swinburne. submitted tenclers from English and Continental firms to Inspector-General for consideration-

In fact, I believe he 'called for tenders all
over the world.
:\Jr. SANGSTER.-Except Victoria.
Mr. BENT.-No. I should sav in all
parts of the civilized world, and' in Vic-
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toria. That is what a celebrated gentleman once said about Holloway's Pills" In all parts of the civilized world, and in
Australia."
.
An HONORABLE ?\'IEMBER.-Did Mr.
Swinburne do that before he was a Minister of the Crown?
. Mr. BENT.-I will read it again. '
7.5.04.-Hon. G. Swinburne submitted tenders from English and Continental firms to Inspector-General for consideration.
4.6.04.-At request of Inspector-General of
Public Works, the Engineer in Charge Ports
and Harbors having examined tenders recei"'ed
and recommending that of Messrs. Ferguson
Bros. as being the most favorable.
2I.6.04.-Memo by Inspector-General dealing
exhaustively with tenders received from England
and as a result recommending the tender of
Messrs. Ferguson Bros., of Port Glasgow, for
acceptance, subject to certain alteratJons in
specification, and submitting same for the favorable consideration of the Hon. the Minister.
This memo. was subsequently returned to the
Hon. the Minister for Public Works, minuted
by the Hon. Mr. Swinburne, requesting that Mr.
Davidson be asked to immediately prepare specification, &c., for next week's mail, and concurring with his recommendation to accept Ferguson Bros.' tender.
5.7.o4.-Memo. from Inspector-General returning the whole of papers and correspondence
relating to Messrs. Ferguson Bros.' ofTer, together with carefully-drawn specification, conditions, &c., covering certain alterations and
additions, which together it is estimated will
bring the total cost of the dredger, delivered
in Melbourne, AI at Lloyd's, up to £20,120.
12.7.04.-Memo. of instructions from Inspector-General on the assumption that a sand
pump dredger shall be obtained from Home,
and that the offer of Messrs. Ferguson Bros. be
accepted.
13.7.04.-Letter Hon. G. Swinburne to Inspector-General, suggesting that certain papers
be forwarded, along with letter of instructions
from Premier's Office to Agent-General.

Now, that is the whole story.
Mr. SANGSTER.-When did this dredge
leave Scotland?
Mr. WATT .-It was only ordered last
month.
:Mr. BENT.-With respect to the interjection of the honorable member for Allandale a few moments ago, it is true that
several Ministers, including the Minister of
Public Works in the honorable member's
ovvn Government, made inquiries, but· they
did nothing beyond that.
:Mr. TouTcHER.-They had no surplus
like you hav'e to-day.
~fr. BENT.-We were told, and I know
it to be absolutely necessary in the inter'ests of the State, that we should, as soon as
possible, obtain this machine.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Hear, hear;
but that is not the point.
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, 'Mr. BEKT.-And we thought we would
get it from the very best firm. We wanted
it as a pattern, as I have said, and we
shall want two or three more dredges of
the same kind.
Mr. SANGSTER.-You wanted the very
cheapest, else you would have got it in
Victoria.
Mr. BENT .-1 was informed that no
one in Victoria could do it within tr.e
time.
An HO~ORABLE MEMBER.-Who informed
you?
The SPEAKER.-Honorable members
had better give notice of these questions.
Mr. BENT.-Now, I fancy that, instead
of being censured, ,\ve ought to be praised.
In fact, it is said there is a time for everything-a time to pick up stones, and a time
to throw them. But this is not the time to
throw stones.
I thought when I gave
this expla.nation, with the names of these
officers attached to it, that we would be
praised by the honorable member for Port
Melbourne. 'I do not know what he is going to say, and I can only judge by his
looks. But, as I say, for everything there
is a season, and a time for every purpose
under heaven.
Mr. J. W. HILLSON (Fitzroy).-What are
you reading from now?
Mr. BE NT.-;-There is a time to cast
away Gtones, and a time to gather stones;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain
from embracing.
The SPEAKER.-Does the Premier intend to show that this has anything to do
with the dredge?
Mr. BENT.-Yes, I do. There is a time
to censure, and a time to praise. Now, this
is a time to prajse, and not to censure.
~h. SANGSTER.-That is not what the
ironworkers in Melbourne say.
Mr. BENT.-Does the honorable member say that there 113 any firm in Melbourne
that can make a windlass for this machine?
However, I will' not enter nmv into these
points. All I say is that we are getting this
machine for the good of the State. I am
not going to excuse the Government, or
apologize in the slightest degree.
GOVERNMENT LABOUR' BUREAU.
Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Richmond) asked
the Premier if he was a ware that men were
being put on to work on the Yarra works
without going through the books of the
Government Labour Bureau? He said that
half-a-dozen men had come to him at different times, compl~ining that, although
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their names had been on the books of the
bureau for a long time, they had been overlooked when the work was given out, and
that other men had been put on without
going through the books. This was very
unsatisfactory. To his own knowledge men
had at different times come-The SPEAKER.-The honorable member must know that he is out of order. He
. must not make a speech in putting a question.
Mr. BENT.-I have received the following answer, :signed bv Mr. Davidson, the
Inspector-General of Public Works:.,In regard to the employment of T. Nugent
for one day to assist in removing rails, &c.,
that were in the way of excavating, Inspector
Stone, in my opinion, acted discreetly, inasmuch
as but for such assist'ance the whole work would
have been delayed, to the disadvantage of the
main body of workers.
If one of Nugent's party died, I consider the
remainder of the party, being four in number,
had a right to fill the vacancy, and so complete the partnership which originated with
them; these excavating claims are all taken by
self· formed parties, and this is allowed, the
parties, and not individuals, taking the contracts. If Nugent macie a false representation
to the J nspector he should be sent off the works;
in order to keep the works going, the foreman
in charge sholiid have a little discretionary
power.

COUNTRY TRAIN S'ERVICE.
Mr. A. A. HILLSON (Ovens) asked the
Minister of Railways the following questions : 1. If he is aware that very general discontent
prevails throughout the country because of (a)
the greatly restricted train service, particularly
on branch lines; and (b) the frequency of trains
to country centrcs arriving behind advertised
time?
2. Is he prepared to give an assurance that
the matter of train accommodation on branch
lines will be taken into early consideration, with
the view o'f instituting a more generous policy
than that which at present is being given effect
to?

Mr. BENT.-I have received the following answers to the honorable member's
questions : The Commissioners forward herewith a statement showing the number of passenger, mixed,
and goocls-with-car-attached trains scheduled to
run each way on each line, according to the timetable in effect in April, 1903, April, 1904, and
July, 1904.
.
This statement shows cleMly the lines on which
the train service for the conveyance of pas~en
gers has been reduced,· and the extent ·of the
reduction in each case. It may be explained
that a number of the reductions in the train
service in July, 1904, as compared with April,
1904, are· the usual reductions made for the
winter season.
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The Commissioners also forward a statement
showing the comparative runn!ng of passenger
and mixed trains throughout the State (suburban
trains excepted) for the period 18th March-17th
April, 1903, and 18th June-16th July, 1904. It
will be seen from this statement that the percentage of trains on time and not exceeding
five minutes late was 86'88 in the latter period,
as compared with 77'89 in the former perioda very decided improvement.
As shown in the financial summary given in
the Commissioners' report on the rolling-stock,
way and work's, and stores, dated 31st March,
1904, the total of the amounts to be recouped
out of revenue, and to .be charged to working
expenses at 30th June, 1903, was £795,760, in
addition to which it will be necessary to charge
a large sum to working expenses in conn ex ion
with the strengthening of bridges, Flindersstreet station and yard, &c. If, as they should
be, these obligations are met out of revenue,
in addition to ordinary working expenses and
interest charges, it will be necessary to continue to exercise' economy in the train service.
The Commissioners are of the opinion ,that,
having regard to the volume of traffic on the
various lines, the present train service, generally
speaking, affords reasonable accommodation for
the travelling public" and is all that the traffic
and the conditions warrant.
THos. TAIT, Chairman.

Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-I really
did not ask for all that information.
The SPEAKER.-The Premier has the
right to answer the honorable member's
questions exactly as he thinks proper.
Mr. BENT.-I am very sorry to have
had to take up so much time over the
matter. In addition to that, there is a
list of trains which I suppose may be taken
as read.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-The Commissioner ought to live in a country district,
and then he would know how the country
trains keep time.
POLICE.
BURGLARIES.-SENIOR CONSTABLE JONES.
Jlr. GAUNSON asked the Chief Secretary if the metropolitan officers of police
were called on for reports in respect of
burglaries, &c., of late so frequent; if so,
would he lay on the table of the Library the
full file relating thereto?
Sir SA~1UEL GILLOTT. - Reports
have been furnished bv officers and subofficers in re la tion to ma'Wfrs of crime. All
these reports are necessarily of a confidential character, and while I have no objection to show the honorable member or
any other member of the House the whole
of the file, I think it would be inadvisable
to lay it on the table of the Library.
Mr. GAUNSON.-That will do.

Police.

'Mr. GAUNSON asked the Chief Secretary if he would request the Chief Commissioner of Police to state why, in granting
the discharge of Senior Constable Jones, the
Chief Commissioner described that sub-officer's character or conduct as "fairly" good?
He said he asked this que.stion because a
certificate of character had been issued to exSenior Constable Jones, who had resigned
from the force, and who, he was told, was
in possession of a valour badge., and was
Unfortua man of splendid character.
nately he happened to be a sub~officer who
was threatened in respect of his political
actions in supporting his (Mr. Gaunson's)
candidatu're on the occasion of a deputation
to the Premie.r.
This, at all events, seemed
to follow on it.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member is rather going beyond the question.
Mr. GA UNSON said he thought he was
very careful not to go beyond the question, but he would like to explain that he
had not put it in exactly the proper form.
Instead of asking the Chief Secretary if he
would request the Chief Commissioner to
do this, he should have requested the Chief
Secretary if he would ask the Commissioner,
not if he would request the Chief ComrrllSsioner, which would make the Chief Secretary appear to be the servant of the Chief
Commissioner. He would like a fair answer
to his question.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The answer
of the Chief Commissioner is as follows:l'he record sheet of ex-Senior Constable Jones
contains certain entries which would not justify
the Chief Commissioner of Police in certifying
his conduct on discharge as having been uniformly good.
The certificate was therefore
modified in the manner indicated by the honorable member.

NIr. GAUNSON said he would like to
ask whether the Chief Secretary would lay
on the table of the Librarv the record of
ex-Senior Constable Jones?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I will do so with
pleasure.
:Mr. GAUKSON said he did not know
whether he would be in order in asking the
Chief Secretary if he' would lay on the
table of the Library the record of the
Chief Commissioner of Police.
J

NEWSPAPER TRAINS.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West)
asked the Minister of Railways if he would
inform the House of the estimated cost of
running early country trains for the conveyance of metropolitan papers.

Municipal Elections.
Mr. BENT.-The honorable member was
good enough to ask me just before the
House met if I had any objection to his
putting this question.
I will take the
earliest opportunity of obtaining the information the honorable member desires. At
present I do not know myself.

Petitions.
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of the House on account of the municipal
elections.
Mr. THOMSON asked the Premier if
he inte:lded to bring on the Closer Settlement Bill to-morrow night?
If not, country members could get away into the country districts.
It would be no earthly use
to a large number of country members to
leave on Thursaay morning, and if the
House was going to adjourn over the municipal elections, country members ought to
be enabled to get away to-morrow afternoon.
1\{r. BENT.-I am doing my best j I think
I am meeting honorable members pretty
well.
.
The motion was agreed to.

MUNICIP AL ELECTIONS.
Mr. BENT said he ·had been asked by
honorable members whefher the House
would adjourn over Thursday, which was
the municipal election day - the day
for the election of the local P arliamentsand he felt inclined to say yes, but he
want'ed honorable members to giv~ him
something in return.
It had been suggested-and he had consulted the leader of
the Opposition on the subject-that if honPETITIONS.
orable members gave the Government from
Petitions,
praying
that the Assembly
two o'clock to-morrow (Wednesday), and
allowed Government business to have pre- would give effect to the expressed wish of
cedence for the whole sitting, the House the electors, in reference to Scripture lessons in State scliools, and that a complete
could adjourn over Thursday.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Does that mean twc analysis be made and published of the voting
at the referendum on the introduction of
o'clock or half-past two?
Mr. BENT said it meant two o'clock, but Scripture lessons into State schools, were
he would agree to its meaning half-past two. presented, by Mr. ANSTEY, from residents
If theIe was no objection, he begged to of Brunswick; by Mr. BAILES, from- residents of Bendigo; by Mr. A. A~ BILLSON,
moveMr.
That the House at its rising adjourn until to- 'from residents of Beechworth; by
morrow at two o'clock, and that Government busi- BOWSER, from residents of Greta; by 1\lr.
ness have precedence of all other business during FAIRBAIRN, from residents of Toorak; by
the whole of the sitting.
•
Mr. FORREST, froin residents of Cressy;
Mr. DOWNWARD asked the Premier bv Mr. LEMMON, from residents of Wilwhat time the House would rise to-morrow? li~mstown j by Mr. LEVIEN, from residents
Country members could not get away to of Lara; by Mr. MCCUTCHEON, from memtheir electorates unless they left Me.lbourne bers and adherents of the Presbyterian
by the evening trains.
Church, Alma-road, St. Kilda j by 1\1r.
Mr. . BENT.--Oh, I want you all night.
OMAN, from residents of Framlingham,
Sir ALEXAKDER PEACocK.-We can catch Keilambete East, Noorat, and " The
the goods trains.
Sisters" ; bv Mr. OUTTRIM, from residents
Mr. HANNAH remarked that there was of Avoca; ~nd by Mr. SMITH, from resia good deal of business to be done. in the dents of Bendigo West.
interest of the country, and at the rate busiA petition was presented by ~Ir. BEARD,
ness was progressing they were not likely from Christopher Sparling, of Korthcote,
to reach that cur led dar ling of the ~1inister praying the House to take certain scientific
of Lands in a hurry, although it was one propositions propounded by him into conof the measures that was likely to be of a sideration, and grant him such facilities of
beneficent character in the interests of the recommend'ation as it might deem fit, to
State.
He was one of those who did not enable him to bring his scheme under the
think that the House ought to adjourn be- proper notice of private men of fortune, in
cause the municipal elections were taking order to defray the cost of putting the
He could not see scheme into operation.
place on Thursday.
why they should not get on with the business of the country, and he was certainly
AGENT-GENERAL.
opposed to adjourriing over Thursday next.
~lR.
SINCLAIR'S EVIDENCE.
He was sure that probably not more than
half-a.-dozen members were directly affected
1\1r. BENT.-It will be in the recollecby the municipal elections, and he thought tion of the House that I stated last week
it was a farce to ask for the .adjournment that when the Government obtained the
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Agent:General.

'Shorthand' Writer's transcript of the evi- the first time on the previous day, when it
dence given by Mr. Sinclair before the was handed to me by the Secretary for
Butter Commission, the Government would Lands, accompanied by a letter from Mr.
I
announce its intention, and the course it Salmon, on behalf of Mr. Taverner.
would take regarding the matter. We have heard nothing further from Mr. Sinclair
now received the transcript of the short- until receipt of his communication of the
hand notes, and I propose to place it upon 8th June last (a copy of which I have here,
the table of the Library. I cannot put it marked" C "), which I at once submitted to
on the table of the House, because, if I did the Cabinet; and on the r 5th June I forso, it would be kept, and as it is the only warded a copy (with accompanying official
copy that has been typewritten, I propose letter, marked" D ") to Mr. Taverner, from
to lay it OD the Library table. The pape,rs whom no rep 1y by cable, or letter has yet
I have already placed on the table. show been received. I do not want to weary the
that upon a certain date I appointed Mr. House with reading the long letters I -have
Taverner as Agent-General, but really as mentioned, but, of course, I will place them
Commercial Agent, at a salary of £r,ooo on the table.
It was on the 8th June, I
a year.
That was known to everybody, think, that Mr. Sinclair handed me that
and there was no statement made as to any- letter.
I took it before the Cabinet next
thing that Mr. Taverner had been guilty day, and on the r5th June, I forwarded that
of, except that one gentleman spoke to me, letter to Mr. Taverner, from whom I have
and my reply to him was, "If you have received no reply.
any charge to make submit it in writing,
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-On what date?
and I will take good care that Mr. TaverMr. BENT.-On the r5th. At any rate,
ner does not leave until an inquiry is held."
immediately I received the letter I brought
During the time that most of this took
it before the Cabinet, and sent it on to Mr.
place I was out of the House, and I did'
Taverner, asking him, of course, to reply .
.not even know the appearance of Mr. SinI waited for the mail to-day, and I have
'clair until he was introduced to me bv a
not yet received either a telegram or a
member of this House.
Consequently, it
letter regarding that matter.
But since
could not be said that I knew anything at
the House met the other day, I have reall about the arrangements.
However, I
ceived a telegram from Mr. Taverner
'rna v mention, with reference to the stat(';asking me to forward Mr. Sinclair's eviment by ~Ir. Sinclair, i,n h,is evirience, that
I sent a telegram to inform him
'Mr. Taverner had, shortly before leaving dence.
that
I
did
not intend to do that at all.
Melbourne on rst March last, been fur'nished by Mr. Sinclair with a copy of Mr. Well, now, it is· the decision of the GoTaverner's letter to the latter of the r 4th vernment that we shall give Mr. Taverner
leave, and let him come here and give eviDecember, r89s-observe the date--for the
dence.
And we propose to appoint a compurpose, as Mr. Sinclair states, of Mr.
Taverner handing the same to me before mittee·of this House. Mr. Taverner for a long
..leaving ~Ielbourne (copy of which letter time occupied a high position here as MinI have here, marked "A "), that such ister of Agriculture, and although Mr. Sincommunication ,,-as never submitted to me, clair must have known of these things beand I had no knowledge of its existence or fore Mr. Taverner left, neither he nor anyBecontents until I read the report in the news- body else made any complaint to me.
at
any
time
to
invescause
I
was
prepared
papers of ~Ir. Sinclair's evidence before the
tigate any complaint. I was under no obliRoyal Commission on the Butter Industry.
gation to Mr. Taverner, and if any charge
~Ir. l\!ACKINNON.-Is this an affidavit by
agai.nst him had been submitted to me in
the Premier?
writing-of course I would take no notice
~1r. BE~T.-This is a statement made
of mere gossip-I would have stopped him
jn the presence of the House.
I do not from going, and made an inquiry. It is the
think it is necessary for me to make an determination of the Government to appoint
affidavit at this stage.
With regard to the a committee of this House. I am not ready
explanatory memorandum (a copy of which with the names to-day. We propose giving
I have here, marked" B "), which had been Mr~ Taverner leave, and letting him come
left by 1\1r. Taverner with Mr. Salmon, his here and face his accusers.
I have always
representative in Melbourne, just prior to his . been taught to give a man a fair show, and
departure, and which was published in the acting on that principle, it is the intention
:press on ·the r8th inst., I have to state that of the Government to afford Mr. Taverner
:such document came to my knowledge for ey~ry opportunity of answering, the evidence

Importation of a
'that has been given.
That is the short
announcement I wish to make, and I fancy
honorable members will admit that that is
a fair and proper course to pursue under
the circumstances.

Sand-pumping Dredge

were importing this dredge because there
was not a pattern here was humbug.
The SPEAKER.-Order.
Mr. SANGSTER said the Premier
stated that there was no pattern h~re, and
that this dredge was being imported as a
IMPORTATION OF
pattern. The IPremier 'stated something
about the Minister of Water Supply calling
A SAKD-PU~IPING DREDGE.
:Mr. SANGSTER said he deSIred to move for tenders, specifications, and all sorts of
the adjournment of the House, in order to things with regard to this dredge. Acdiscuss the question of the importation of cording to the information he received from
a sand-pumping dredge, after definite pro- the :Minister of Public Works, the dredge
mises had been made by two Premiers that was bought; and he supposed it was an
·the dredge would be constructed in the Agent-General, or General-Agent job; it
State.
was a job, at any rate.
When the honorable member for Allandale was Premier
Twelve members havjlI1g risen in their he
placed
£3 0 ,000
in
a
Public
Loa,n
Application
Bill
to'
places (as required by the Standing Order) Works
to support the motion,
build a sand-pumping sea-going hopper
~lr. SANGSTER said that the Premier dredge, and he (1\1r. Sangster) asked at
had accused him of doing something he the time if it was the intention of that
should not have done, that was to say, that Government to have it built here, and the
he had taken action in this matter without honorable member for Allandale, as Preconsulting the Premier, or informing him mier, said yes.
When the honorable
that he (Mr. Sangster) was going to take member for Lo\',;an was Premier, he placed
this action. The Premier also said that £II,OOO in a similar Bill for the same purit used to be the· custom to give such in- pose, and he (Mr. Sangster) asked that
formation beforehand. He did not know honorable gentleman if it was his intention
it was the custom. He learnt from a n'ews- to have the dredge built here. The honpaper report that a dredge was being im- orable gentleman replied 'that he \vou!d
ported into this State. It was reported in a see the Inspector- General to ascertam
newsp~per that information was given to the what he had to, say about it; but
Port Melbourne Council by the Board of that he was ·under the impression that
Health, and the statell1ent was that the it was to be built here. . He further asked
Board of Health had got the information whether the dredge could be built for
from the Public Works Department. He £II,OOO, and the honorable member for
called at the Public "Vorks Department, Lowan said no; but that that sum was
and found that: the statement was true, or quite enough to go on with, and that by
at least the Minister of Public Works told the tim'e, it was exhausted, more money
him it was true, He told that Minister at would be provided for the work.
The
the time that it was his intention to bring honorable member for Lowan certainh··
the matter before the House as earlv as gave honorable members to understand that
possible, and this was the first opport~nity he believed it was to be built locally.
he had of doing so. He put a question
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Yo·u asked
regarding this matter on the notice-paper the Premier in the House, and it IS relast W ednesda y evening, so that the :Mini-ported in Hansard.
ster might have plenty of time to prepare
1\1r. SANGSTER said he did.
The
the. answer.
The Premier asked him on
Minister of Public Works told him the
.Friday to postpone the question until to- matter was in the hands of the public
day. He could not, therefore, see that he
had taken any mean advantage of the officers, who' were preparing plans and
Premier. In his answer, to-dav the Pre- specifications.
Mr. WARDE.-Who was the Minister
mier stated that he and the Government
should be praised for their action, instead then?
of being blamed,. and that the dredge' was,
Mr. SANGSTER.-:Mr. Taverner. He
absolutely needed. 'He was prepared to (1\1r. Sangster) saw the Inspector-General
admit that it was nee'ded, and that there on several occasions, and that officer told
should have been one provided before this, him that the plans and specifications ,,·ere
but it should have been built here.
For being prepared. On the last occasion that
the Premie!, to say that the Governme'nt he, discussed the matter with that officer,
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which he thought was about six or eight
weeks ago, he told him that the plans and
specifications were ready, and that tenders
would be called for in Victoria in a very
short time. He was very pleased to hear
that, and informed a large number of
ironworkers of the fact. A large number
of these men had been walking about idle
for a considerable time in the hope that
some work would come along to give them
employment. The ironworkers, the boilermakers and engineers, and the ironworkers'
assistants had been trying by every means
in their power to get something done,
either by the Federal Parliament, or the
State Parliament, to provide necessary
work.
It was not so many years ago
that there were thousands of men employed
, on the banks of the Yarra at these large
work-shops, but now the plant was lying
idle, some of the men had left the State,
and others were here hanging on waiting for
something to crop up. The Tariff was of
such a character that more machinery was
now being imported than would keep all
these men employed constantly all the year
round, and at the same time that machinery
could be made here.
Now we had
this Government flouting aU these men,
and . importing a dredge from the old
country. The Premier had stated that i.t
had been specially built for this particular work, but he (Mr. Sangster) was told
by the Minister of Public Works that it
was bought. He regarded it -as a cheapjack arrangement, the dredge being bought
from some one who did not require it. The
Premier had stated, in his long reply, that
the dredge could not be built here at anything like the cost at which it was built
in the old country. Perhaps there was
something it that, but he would like to
ask honorable members who visited the
Newport workshops the other day, and saw
the machinery at work there, if they did
not know that the machinery was placed
there because it enabled the work-shops to
build the locomotives cheaper than they
could be built outside. What encouragement was there for the local manufacturer
to get tools and machinery to do this class
of work when the Government was determined at every opportu~ity to import these
articles, although they knew they could be
made here?
Mr. SOLLY.-This is an anti-socialistic
Government.
:\lr. SA~GSTER said that the Premier
stated that the loltn lVimmo cost a large
amount of money, but the honorable
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gentleman did not give the figures. Did
he know when the John Nimmo was built
that there was no pattern to go by? She
was the largest dredge in the world, and
the fact t.hat it took longer than the contract time to build her was due to the many
alterations that had to be made at the instigation of the Public Works Department afHer. the work was well under way.
That'dredge was well and faithfully built,
and the ironworkers of this State would
tell honorable members that they did more
work on some of. the imported dredges,
vear after vear, than the work they did on
the IO/ln iVimmo in building her. The
imported dredges were not. built .under the
close supervision that the lolu! NZn2!1Z0 was.
The Harbor Trust was a semI-publIc body,
and imported two or three dredges. They
imported the George liVard Cole, the
Flancis IJ enty, and the Melbourne, at an
average cost of about £28,000 each .. The
Latrobe built by the Melbourne Engmeering C~mpany, at Williamstown, cost
£33,000, was an excellent d~edge~ and
had done excellent work The Honwor~ers
of Melbourne had had to do very httle
work to the Latrobe, and nothing in comparison with what they had had to do to the
other dredges named. The other dr~~ges
were not built under the same superVISIO?
When one of the l\'lelbourne steam-shIp
owners sent home to have a ship built, they
sent a man home to watch every. plate and
rivet put in, knowing well that WIthout t~at
supervision the ships ,,:oul~ be badly bu~lt.
N ow a dredge was bemg Imported, whIch
had been apparently buil~ without any
supervision on the part of thIS Government.
It had been simply bought, and .how easy
it was to deceive even an expert If he was
not present to see the dredge being built.
It was said that these dredges could not
be made here, but he contended that anything in that line could be made here. and
made better than in the old country. There
was a large hole on t.he banks of the Yarra
called Duke's Dock, and a pumping plant
was required for it. Did the firm send to
England for it? They 'were a small firm,
and would no doubt, be anxious to save a
pound or' two.
No, they did. no~ ;
they had the engines and pumps bUll.! m
Melbourne, and it was one of the TIlcest
plants ever put up.
It took about four
hours to pump out the Alfred Graving Dock
with the machinery in use, but in connexion
with Duke's Dock the contract was that they
should have machinery to pump it out in
ninety minutes. The pumping machinery
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was made by Robinson Brothers, who were
the best pump-makers in the world, and
they had put up engin.es and pum~s that
emptied Duke's Dock In seven.ty mmutes.
One looking on at the dock bemg pumped
out would hardly know that there was .anything being done, because the machmery
worked more silently than clockwork.
It
would be well worth members' time to go
down and see how the machinery worked.
Mort's Dock Company, in Sydney, require?
a pump some time ago to pump out theIr
new dock, and communicated with Robinson
Brothers, but also called for tenders at
home. The Tariff in New South Wales was
low at the time, and there was a slight. difference in the price. They asked Robmson
Brothers if they could do the work for the
price auoted by the manufacturers at home.
The owners of Mort's Dock imported
the machinerv for their new dock,· although they - had the machinery for
the old
dock
made
by Robinson
When the imBrothers, of Melbourne.
ported machinery came out some v~ry expensive alterations had to be made to .It, and the
owners of Mort's Dock regretted it ever
since. He saw a letter from them the other
day, expressing regret that th.ey did not get
the machinery made b~r Robmson Brothers
of "Melbourne and advising others not to go
abroad fot su~h machinery. Was this a fair
way to treat the. manufacturers of this
In New South W ales, ~ur
country?
ina the time that the present Pnme
1\ri~ister of AustI:alia was in power,
and when free-trade existed, the Government nassed a resolution that everything
that could be made in New South Wales
should be made there-everything that the
Government reouired that could be made
there was to be-made there. Here we had
a Government with a large surplus, and who
said that they were anxious to do all they
could do for the local worker. The Premier had said over and over again in this
House that he hap done so much for the
worker, and had twitted members on the
Opposition side of the House with what he
had done. He would like to ask the honorable gentleman if he was referring to the
worker; in Glasgow or in Melbourne, for, as
far as the local workers were concerned, he
had done a very wrong thing.
Mr. SOLLY.-And to the employers.
1\Ir. SANGSTER.-Yes. The Premier
had stated that it would cost more to build
the dredge here than it would in the old
country; but did the honorable gentleman
get any estimate from any firm h,ere? The
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honorable gentleman quoted some figures as
to what it would cost.
Mr. BENT.-I gave you information
signed by Mr. Davidson and l\h. Maclean.
:Mr. SANGSTER said that nei~her of
those officers ever saw a dredge bUIlt, !lor
did they know anything about dre<;!ge-bUIlding.
They might know somethmg .ab?ut
bridge-building, but as to dredge-bUIldmg
they knew just abo~t as .~uch as the Premier.
That was hIS opmIOn, at any rate.
There was a firm in l\lelbourne, namely
Johnson and Sons, of the Tyne Foundry,
who lately built two bucket d:~dge:') for
South Africa.
It was a competItIOn m the
open market, and they got the contract and
carried it out successfully.
At the present time the Australian Forge Company
was about to build a I,ooo-ton hopper
dredge for one of the other States.
Here we had a Government that stated that
we could not make these things in Victoria,
when it was known that the v could be made
as well here as in the old cou"ntry. We sent
to Glasgow for a dredge· while our o:\'n
men were walking about idle. The PremIer
stated that one of the first jobs would be
to clear out the Sandridge lagoon-he presumed the honorable gentleman meant the
Port Melbourne lagoon.
He would like
to tell the honorable gentleman that the
figures quoted for dredging out that lagoon
were just about as correct as the figures
quoted under the old plan.
It was to be
pumped out, according to the official report,
for about £600, but the cost suddenly went
up to £1,200.
The dredge would cost a
little more if built here, because in the old
country the tools and the machinery to prepare the iron were ahead of those here. The
Melbourne Tramway Company considered
that the plants of the ironworkers here were
good enough for the manufacture of their
boilers, and they were not a company
that would
have
their
work
done
here from philanthropic sentiment.
They
insisted on having the very be.st work, because they knew their machinery had to be
kept going day and night.
They did not
want to have any break-downs, and had the
machinery built here under their own superThat was why there were so few
vision.
break-downs. The Premier stated that this
dredge was wanted very badly for certain
work-for the Sandridge lagoon to start
with and for the Portland harbor, the
War~nambool harbor, Port Fairy, and the
Gippsland Lakes. Members were told that
the work done by the dredges there now
IS. 8d. per cubic yard, whilst
cost
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this new dredge would be able to do it for
3d. Did anyone think that with a bucket
dredge properly worked the cost would be
IS. 8d.?
·Mr. SWINBURNE.-It costs about lOS. w:ith
some of the dredges here, and it almost
costs £ I in some cases.
Mr. SANGSTER said that it would cost
more than that if the stuff had to be wheeled
away to fill up low-lying land-such work
as the Harbor Trust did in connexion with
some valuable land.
Mr. KEoGH.-The sand-pumping dredge
fills up low-lying ground.
:Mr. SANGSTER said it might, if it was
taken on to the low-lying land, but it would
not" do it unless the stuff was put there. That
was more of the usual bluff.
The SPEAKER.-Order!
Mr. SANGSTER said that the cost or
moving the stuff from the bottom of the
river or the Bay would not cost IS. 8d. nor
lOS. per cubic yard.
It was a question
as to where the stuff had to be put when it
was got up.
It would be the same with
the new dredge as with any other dredge.
Thev had similar dredges to the one that
was being imported in New South Wales
and Queensland.
Members did not know
whether the new dredge was the ordinary
sand-pumping dredge used in those States,
or \yhether it was of some ne,v pat~ern, . and would n<:>t know until they saw
It, whIch would be 111 about seven or eight
weeks' time, according to what the Minister of Public Works told him.
He took
the opportunity of moving the adjournmen't of the House in order to state what
he believed to be true on this most important question.
It was not so very important
to him individually, but it was most
important to the people of this State
collectively.
We had excellent manufacturers of dredges here who could make
t~e kino o.f dredge now being imported or
any other dredge. The question was whether
we were going to give any encouragement
to our own manufacturers, and whether
our own workmen were to be employed.
It was a shame and a disgrace to have this
£21,000 sent home for the dredge when
the dredge could be built locall v, and
so keep our own men employed and prevent them from leaving the State.
Instead of doing that, the Government were
sending to some other part of the world,
wh~re they could get a che-ap and nasty
artIcle.
Many people in the iron works
trade we.re n?t sorry to see a dredge like
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this being obtained from outside, because
from past experience they knew that there
would be more work for them in connexion
with repairing it when it came out
than ~here would be in connexion withmaking a new article here.
I t had been
found. in the past that this course very often
had gIVen them more work.
But was this
satisfactory to all the people who would
have been employed in making this dredge?
It was all very well to say that the.y would
have a cheap article, and that they would
allow the Minister of Water Supply, when
at Home, to see if he could get a cheap
article, and buy it there, or get his friend
"Vas that the way to give our
to buy it.
people employment?
He would say no
He considered he had done his
more.
duty in simply bringing the matter before
the House, a-nd he was sure that many other
honorable members would' like to say a few
words on the question.
Many honorable
members had spoken to him, stating that
they felt that a great injustice had been
Two Premiers of past Governdone.
ments had promised that the dredge would
be made here, and the people who did--ihis
class of work had been buoyed up with the
They had also asked'
hope that it would.
the Premier to receive a deputation, but
the honorable gentleman had put them off,
and now the honorable gentleman took them
by surprise by obtaining the dredge from
outside.
All the people who were interested were taken by surprise, for it was
only by a side-wind th.at they goi to know
It was
what the Government had done.
reported in the Age newspaper, in connexion with the Public Health Department,
that pressure was being used to have this
lagoon cleaned out-this stinking lagoon,
as the Premier called it.
Mr. BENT.-It is a disgrace j it should
have been done long ago.
Mr. -SANGSTER said that the Premier
did not try as hard to get this done as he
had to get the dredge from outside.
If
the Premier had taken the bit in his teeth
and' told the Harbor Trust that the v would
either have to clean this lagoon o~t or be
punished, there would have been an end of
_the matter.
1\1r. BENT.-Pllriished?
:Mr. SANGSTER said that he could
have fined them for having this nuisance
there, .for it was on the H'arbor Trust's
territory.. He would ask the honorable
gentleman a question by way of a joke.
Mr. BENT .·-As long as it is a joke.
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Mr. SANGSTER said that he would like
to know whether the Premier would
rather see the ironworkers who were residing on the banks of that lagoon smitten
down with disease and death by the lagoon
remaining in its present condition or die of
want through this work being sent outside,
and their being unable to obtain employment?
Mr. BENT .--You know very well that
you cannot get a dredge made he.re under
two and a half years. What is the good
of talking nonsense?
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member for Port Melbourne has reached his
time limit under the Standing Orders.
Mr. SANGSTER said that he merely desired to add that, if the Government wanted
the dredge built here, and specifications
laid down on proper lines, there were men
here who could do it in a shorter time than
the Premier had stated.
Mr. ELMSLIE ;remarked that the Premier had complained that they had sprung
this matter upon him.
Mr. BENT.-Don't use the plural.
Mr. ELMSLIE said that he would say
that the Premier complained that the ho;orable member for Port Melbourne did, but
they were all in it. He (Mr. Elmslie) told
the' Premier last Friday night that they intended to move the adjournment of the
House to discuss this matter.
Mr. BENT.-I. did not hear.
?\1r. ELMSLIE said that the Premier
remarked" Pooh! do what you like."
l\h. BENT.--I thought it was something
else.
Mr. ELMSLIE said that probably the
honorable gentleman made a mistake.
Mr. BENT.-I did.
Mr. ELMSLIE said that they had no
desire to treat the honorable gentleman unfairlv.
BENT.-I have done with that.
Mr. ELMSLIE said that he desired to
make the position quite clear, and he hoped
the Premier had got over any soreness or
irritation at ,,,hat had been said.
Mr. BENT.-He was only joking at the
finish.
Mr. ELMSLIE said that the Premier
also stated that he thought the Government
ought to receive the praise of the House for
purchasing the dredge in the old country.
That was one of the jokes, no doubt, that
the Premier was so famous for making. He
(Mr. Elmslie) felt very strongly about the
matter, and he had no word of praise to
give the Premier, or whoever was responsible
for ordering this dredge from the old coun-
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try. Were that person to go to South Melbourne every day, as he (Mr. Elmslie) did,
he would know the number of men who were
out of work, and would not expect praise
from one who was associated every day in
the week with the workless men in the community.
Mr. BENT.-I have dropped a lot of
money over that.
Mr. ELMSLIE said that the honorable
gentleman would drop more if he sent home
for this article, which could be as well
manufactured here as in any other part of
the world. It seemed that the Premier, in
his reply to the honorable member
for Port l\lelbourne, gave a rather
peculiar excuse. First of all, the Premier
said he was getting it because they had not
any officers here to design a dredge of this
kind, and that it was in order to get further dredges locally, as this one was wanted
as a pattern. I f we had not any officers
here who were able to design a dredge, or
anything ~lse, it was impossible for them
to give an estimate of the possible cost. It
seemed that the Premier was bolstering up
a position that was not yery strong. The
Premier also said that he did not think the
firms· in Victoria would be able to build
this dredge.
Mr. BENT.-I did not say that. I said
they could not in the time, because you could
make anything in Victoria except steam
windlasses.
Mr. HANNAH.-Are you sure?
Mr. BENT.-I am quite sure; I am in
the business.
Mr. ELMSLIE said he was sure there
were mechanics in Victoria who could make
anything of this kind that was made in any
part of the world.
l\Ir. BENT.-What about the windlasses?
I\Ir. ELMSLIE said that the men here
could make anything that was made anywhere else.
Mr. BENT.-I admit all that, and I
planked dO\yn m~ O\\'n money in it.
Mr. EL~1SLIE said that he was sorry the
honorable gentleman had lost his money,
but he would lose more if money was sent
out of the country like this. Reference had
been made to the dredge] olm /I/inznzo. Experts were agreed that that was the finest
dredge that ever appeared in Victorian
waters, and that dredge was manufactured
locally. Ironworkers told them that they
got 50 per cent. more repairing from tbe
others than from the] oltn Nimmo. It might
be called a mud punt, and that kind of
thing, but whether it was performing its
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,vork cheaply or not, that was not the fault here. They had got that definite expression
of the workmen or the people here who built by this discussion, if they had done nothing
it, but of those who designed it. So far as else.
workmanship was concerned, there was no
l'.1r. BENT.-It ha3 not made a bit of
finer dredge in any part of the world. It difference.
was true that the question of the Tariff,
Mr. ELMSLIE said that nothing they
and the issue of free-trade or protection, sai'd seemed to make a bit of difference.
had gone away from the State Parliament,
Mr. BENT.-Yau put a wrong construction
but there was po question that the majority
on
jt. That is not what I meant.
of the people of Victoria were strongly in
Mr. ELMSLIE said he did not know
favour of protection. To put it mildly,
he was of opinion that the action of the what tte Premier meant; he could only go
Government in getting this dredge con- by what the honorable gentleman said.
structed in Scotland was an outrage upon The peculiar thing about this was that the
the political feelings of this country. Premier, in his answer to the honorable
Everyone was taxed in some degree in order member for Port Melbourne, said that the
to maintain that policy, and all were Government would call for tenders all over
anxious to see the factories in full work. the civilIzed world and Australia.
Yet the Government sent awa v to another
Mr. BENT.-The last part of that was a
country to provide work for l)eople there, joke.
when there were thousands of our own
Mr. ELMSLIE said that it seemed that
population here who were unemployed. It pretty well half what the Premier said was
was all ve'ry well to talk about the decrease a joke.
He thought the least the Governof population, and the need for settling ment ought to have done, seeing that the
people on the land, but why should the Go- officers of the Department acknowledged
vernment drive away population by sending their ignorance in the matter of designing a
work outside that should be done here? dredge of this sort; was to have afforded the
Why not show some real endeavour in find- Victorian manufacturers an opporfunity of
ing -employment for our people, or settling tendering for the work, and seeing if j t
them on the land?
could be done locallv.
If honorable memo
1\1r. TOUTCHER.-Settle them in the ceme- bers took notice of recent events, they woulri
ten:.
see that, so far as dredges were concerned,
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-By a policy the Victorian manufacturers had competed
'of starvation.
in the open market for the construction of
Mr. ELMSLIE said t?at they would be three dredges, and they had competed sucThey had obtained the work of
sent there by starvation. There were cessfully.
hundreds of men who were now walking constructing a dredge for Tasmania at
about without employment, and he thought £ 1,500 less than the amount named by the
that this Government, .and thi:3 Parliament, English tenderer.
The Victorian manushould see that the work to be done in this facturers were also able to supply South
State was performed by our own taxpayers.
Africa ,with two dredges.
That was proof
Mr. BENT.-By getting that machine in that Victoria could, in some measure, comquickly hundreds of men will get work which pete with the outside world for this work.
Mr. BENT.-If you will get anybody you
they could not otherwise get.
Mr. ELMSLIE said that that would like to do this, the Government will buy it
'
not be the case if the Premier carried out right off.
Mr. ELMSLIE said that the firm of
this promise as he had the other. There
was not much likelihood of these dredges Messrs. Johnson and Sons succeeded in
being built here in future.
obtaining a contract in competition with the
Mr. BENT.-I am prepared to call for world for a dredge for Tasmania at £i,5 00
tenders within four month3 for another less than the next tenderer.
dredge.
Mr. BENT.-If you can get an offer I will
'Mr. ELMSLIE, said that he was glad to buy.
hear that the Premier was prepared to call
:Mr. ELMSLIE said that that was not his
for tenders, but he would rather r~ave a promise from the Premier that he was prepared business.
Mr. LEVIEN.-The difference in the
to have it built here.
figures may be the cost of bringing it out.
Mr. BENT.-Is not that what I mean?
Mr. SWINBURNE.-What was the total
Mr. ELMSLIE said that he understood
the Premier would have the next dredge built amount?
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Mr. ELMSLIE said that he had not the
figures with him, and he was speaking from
memory. Those who knew assured him that
that was the amount of difference.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-It is difficult to gauge
without the full figures.
Mr. EL1\'lSLIE said that, whether great
or small, the fact remained that the Victorians got the contract.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-The smaller the dredge
the more cheaply it could be done here.
Mr. ELMSLIE said that that was posThere was another case he would
sible.
like to refer to. Judging from experience
with dredges in the past, the first thing
they had to do with a dredge that
carne out was tb put it into dock, and
spend some thousands of pounds on it before it could dredge out a single yard.
When this dredge carne out, probably the
first thing that would have to be done
would be to put it into dock. If it had
been manufactured here we should have
had the patterns which were used in making the machinery, and those would have
been available in case of a break down.
If there was a break down in this machine
we should have to wait while the patterns
were being obtained from England or
were being made here. He thought the
Government had made a grievous mistake
in ordering this dredge from abroad, and
more especially from the point of view
of the workmen and the manufacturers.
There were men with thousands of pounds
invested in this industry. Even the Premier said he had money invested in it. Some
consideration should be given to those who
invested this money, in the same wav as
consideration should be given to the Victorian workmen who were walking about
the streets. By providing employment, we
should prevent our population from drifting away, as was the case at present.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK stated
that he was sorry indeed that the Premier
had taken up the position he had in regard
to this matter.
The Government, of
course, had to take their responsibility, and
attempts had been made to justify their
action. He felt that a great mistake had
been made, and that no justification could
be set forth for interfering with the policy
of this country.
Many years ago-he believed the Premier was then in Parliament
-a 'motion was carried that all work for
the Government should be done under certain conditions.
And this work came
under that description. It was set forth
there that all works for the supply of
[4°]-2
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material or goods for the Government
What were the
were to be done locally.
facts in regard to this particular dredge?
The Premier had been good enough to allow l;!.im to look at the papers.
He remembered well the reports to which the
Premier had alluded being brought under,
his (Sir Alexander Peacock's) notice by
his then colleague, Mr. McCulloch. They
were the repor ts of the officers of the
Public Works Department, and particularly
of ~1r. Davidson.
"Then IPremier, he
provided in the Public Loans Applicatio.n
Act, of 19th December, 1901, for thIS
item, and he gave reasons why the dredge
should be obtained. Those reasons were
somewhat similar to what the Premier had
given to-night. On that occasion he quoted
the expense of removing silt and sand, and
gave instances of that expense, and showed
from the officers' reports that if this dredge
was constructed here,' or imported, they
would be able to get this work done as low
as 3 d . The impression left on his mind
was that the work of constructing the
dredge was to be done here.
Mr. SWINBuRNE.-Did you call for
tenders?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
. yes,
and
they
made inqUlnes on
He
remembered
Mr.
the
subje.ct.
Lindon Bates calling on him on behalf
of the Oueensland Government, and he arranged that Mr. Davidson should go a~d
see their dredge at 'Work.
T?e Preml~r
had also said that he had carned out hIS
promise.
When Mr. Irvine brought down
his Loan Application Bill last year, the
honorable member for Port Melbourne, who
had been takinO" an active part in this matter and had b~en continually interviewing
hi~ (Sir Alexander Peacock) on the subject
when Premier, questioned Mr. Irvine a?out
it, and :Mr. Irvine left the impres"ion, as
would be seen by Hansard of 18th December, 1903, that the £II,OOO in that
Bill would be all they would be able to
spend in that year. But in reply to the honorable member for Port Melbourne, Mr.
Irvine made a statement from which it appeared that the work was to be done here.
In justice to himself (Sir Alexander Pea..
cock), he desired to say that he went out of
office very shortly after the Loan Application Bill he brought down had become law,
and, therefore, it did not ,lie with the Premier and his colleagues to charge him and
those associated with him with not having
done their part in the matter.
He had
always been a consistent protectionist.
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1\1r." BENT.-Who has made a charge?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that a charge had been made indirectly.
1\1r. BENT .-Don't bother about tha."t.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK· said
that the chalge was that other Premiers had
mad~ promises not only in regard to this,
He (Sir
but In regard to other matters.
Alexander Peacock) was put out of office,
so that the delay was not attributable to
him. That was two years ago, and if the
?red~e could be got from the old country
m eIght months, why had it not been got
before this, for the present Government
had had since June, 1902, until the
present? If the Government only took
the matter in. hand this year, the charge of
delay must he at the door of the Premier
himself.
Mr. BENT.-How is that?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that it must: because the honorable gentleman was hImself the Minister of Public
Works during a great part of that time, and
that was the Department which had to deal
with this question. If there was any delay, it
was, therefore, really on the part of the
honorable gentleman himself, and on the
part of the members of the Bent Government and the Irvine Government.
The
Premier spoke of obtaining this dredge as
"a 'pattern.
From the correspondence
whIch the Premier had shown him, it
would be seen that there were continuous
inquiries from Mr. Davidson on this sub0 n the 1st February, 1902, so he
ject.
saw from the precis-
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That
more of these particular dredges.
seemed to him to be an afterthought.
Mr. BENT.-Not at all. We don't want
an y more of these " spoons " here.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
there was nothing on the file at all to
show that any attempt was made to call for
tenders here.
It was, unfortunately, too
well known that the condition of things
in this industry was bad, but it would
be still worse unless Parliament tried to
retain Government work for the people here.
Engineers and other mechanics were leaving Victoria. Large numbers of them had
be.en settling in Western Australia, and
many of them were the very men who would
have been kept here, and would have been
able to accomplish this work here if the
tender had been let here. They had been,
to his certain knowledge, if not wholly
constructing, at least pretty well repairing
the whole of the dredges at Fremantle for
the Western Australian Government, and
giving the most complete satisfaction.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Is that in consequence
of the dredge being got elsewhere., or in
consequence of the Federal Parliament upsetting our protective system?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that that was beside the issue at present.
He could have understood the Government coming down and saying, "vVe
have called for tenders, and find the local
tenders too high."
According to this file
the Government had asked for certain plans
and specifications to be prepared by the
officers. The Premier's own approval was
The Hon. the Minister has directed (verbally) given to that on February I, and yet on
"that tenders fo~ the I?r.ojected sand pump F ebruarv 22 a cable was sent home to Mr.
dredger, for whIch provlslOn is made to the Swinbur~e to call for tenders at home.
On
amount of £22,000 in the Loan Application Act February I Mr. Davidson wrote a minute
No. 1882, shall be invited both here and in
with regard to a gentleman named Ritchie,
England.
who was well known to him as a highlyThen on the 23r:d February, 1904 he saw
trained mechanical engineer, with a special
,
from the precis t h a t - '
knowledge of marine work, and an excellent
The Hon. the Premier cabled the AgentGeneral and the Hon. G. Swinburne in London draugbtsman. Mr. Davidsori stated that Mr.
to. c?-operate with a view of obtaining and sub- Ritchie was well known to ?\1r. Maclean,
the Engineer for Ports and Harbors, and
mIt~mg offcrs for a sand pump dredger; amount
avadabl::!, £22,000.
that he prepared all the drawings for the
Although Mr. Irvine had strong free-trade recent overhaul of the Lady Loch, including
tendencies, honorable members knew they those for the new boilers, and also for the
Mr.
could take the statement that fell from his alterations to the steamer Albert.
lips, and that other free-traders, who had Davidson added that 1\1r. Ritchie was paid
a?ministered the Departments, had recog- £5 per week before, and he did not think
nIsed the settled policy and the practice of he should be offered less now, and he rethe State.
The Premier talked about this commended that Mr. Ritchie should be
machine being brought out here as a pattern, engaged for the pu.rpose of prep~ring
but there was nothing to show in anyone drawings in full detaIl and speclficatIOns,
of the reports that it was ever contemplated as the Minister had verbally directed that
by this or any other Government to get tenders should be invited both li.ere and in
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England for the projected sand-pump
This minute was initialed as
dredger.
approved by " T. Bent" on 1St February.
Mr. WATT .--Are you sure the present
Premier was in office on 22nd February?
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said the
present Premier was at any rate Minister for
Public Warks then. Mr. Davidson asked for
specific instructions whether tenders were
to be called here and in England, and indirectlv suggested that Mr. Ritchie should
be employed, and the present Premier initialed and approved of it. On that date
it ,vas clear that the Government purposed
carrying out the implied promise made by
nIr. Irvine when dealing with the matter
here last December.
:\1r. WATT.--Mr. Irvine may have given
instructions for the calling of tenders in
England. He may have been the Premier
then.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
there was nothing on the file to show why
That
this change of attitude took place.
was his point. He could have understood it if
the Government had called for tenders both
here and in the old country, and if, as the
result, it had been shown that the State
would be paying too much for the machinery if it was constructed here, and if the
Government took the responsibility of deciding that it would be better for the State
in those circumstances to get the dredger
made elsewhere. But there was nothing on
the file to show that the dredger was going
to cost the amount that had been stated
if made here. Mr. Davidson said that
he estimated that it would cost £30,000
to make it here, but there was nothing to
prove that, for no drawings, nor plans, nor
anything were prepared under which persons
could tender. Unfortunately, there was a
dullness in this industry, not only in regard
to the employes, but also in regard to the
employers who had sunk their capital in it.
It was not only unfair to the men, but also
unfair to the employers of labour, who had
embarked their capital, to refuse them an
opportunity to tender. What was the position that he and another gentleman took
up when they were asked some years ago
to sit On the Advisory Board of the Victoria
Gold Estates Company? After the company
had been working for some time, plans of a
plant were prepared in Victoria by a Victorian engineer, in consultation with the engineers in the old country of this particular
mine, and the work was to be let in England.
The other gentleman, who was well known
in mining circles, was Mr. Joseph English,
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the late chairman of the Madame Berry
Company. Before they agreed to sit on
this Advisory Board, remembering the fact
that the Government, through the late Mr.
F oster, had granted a great concession in
giving such a large area, and being perfectly satisfied that the work could "?e do~e
jus~ as well here, he and Mr. Enghsh laId
it down as a condition that the No.2 plant,
which was to be an exact fac-simile of the
plant made in England, should be made
here.
The tender was let to the Phcenix
Foundry, and resulted in the saving of a
considerable sum-about £3,000 or £4,000
-and that plant, which had been working
ever since, had given greater satisfaction than
the one which was brought out from England, and they were made from the sa.me
design. If private individuals were gomg
to lay it down that it was their duty to
recognise the protective policy of the State,
it should be still more the duty of the
Government, despite the fact that the fiscal
issue had been transferred from the State
arena, and was a question for Con:monwealth politics, to recognise that polIcy.
Mr. BENT .-Last week, a member of
your party asked that the Minister of Mines
should send to. South Africa to get some
machines.
Sir. ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that was the case of the atomizers, but th;1t
wat; a pure patent, and, unfortunately, they
could not be got here. He had always advocated the spending of Government money
inside our mvn four corners, if it was at
all possible. The Government had not
shown-and there had been no reply made
by the Premier in this regard-that t.he
State was going to be robbed by having this
dredger constructed here. It had not been
shown that it was impossible to secure its
construction here, and from that point of
view he was satisfied in his own mind that
the Government had made a serious blunder, and that the people outside would be
considera1:~ly disappointed with the information supplied by the Premier to-day.
'Mr. BENT.--You remember that I read
Mr. Maclean's report to-day.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that he knew the Premier too well.
The
honorable gentleman could not bluff him.
It was all very well to put it that way.
The honorable gentleman wanted to put it
on to Mr. Maclean, but there was nobody
the Premier would put aside more quickly
than any officer if he wanted to reach a
desired goal himself. It was no good for
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the honorable gentleman to try to shift the
Mr. LEMMON said he really did not
responsibility from his Government on to know. Perhaps the Minister of Water SupMr. Maclean, the Engineer for Ports and ply might be able to give the honorable
Harbors, as a justification for the position . member the information.
This was a
ta:ken up by the Government. The Govern- shameful policy for the Government to
ment were asked on the 1st February, by adopt, when it was remembered that some
M1'. Davidson, as to whether the Depart- hundreds of skilled mechanics who should
ment were to call for tenders in Victoria be engaged in this particular trade were
and in England. It was evidently con- walking the streets of Melbourne to-day, and
templated that that was to be done, because the action of the Government was undoubtthe Minister approved of the employment edly flouting the fiscal faith of the people
of certain persons to prepare the drawings j of this State.
At the last Federal elecbut subsequently something transpired, and, tion, \vhen there was an opportunity of teston 22nd February, the Agent-General and ing the feeling of the people of Victoria
:Mr. Swinburne were communicated with in with regard to protection, four pledged proEngland to call for tenders in England. tectionists were returned to represent the
No tenders had been called for here, and people of Victoria in the Senate.
Surely
the House had had no reply and no justi- that was an indication of how the people
fication for the position taken up by the felt in regard to this matter. The Premier
Government in regard to this very impor- censured the Labour Party for taking up
tant matter.
a certain attitude in connexion with the
Welshpool Tramway Bill, because they
Mr. LKMi\ION stated that he desired to
insisted on a minimum rate of wage.
enter his protest against the action of the
The Premier attempted to point out
Government. It was rather strange that the
to the people that the Labour Party
Premier should find fault with the honorwere no friends of the unemployed,
able member for Port' Melbourne about givbut thev were quite prepared to justify their
ing him an insufficiency of time in regard
attitude in regard to that matter to the unto this motion. The Premier was. well
He ",,'as satisfied,
employed of Victoria.
aware of the fact that the Iron Trades Conhowever, that the Government could never
ference, representing the unions associated
justify this action of theirs to the unemwith the iron trades of Victoria, had been
meeting for many months past, and had ployed mechanics of the iron trade who were
walking the streets of Melbourne through
been communicating with him to get a dethe attitude the Government had adopted.
putation to lay their views before him. in
Thi'.3 particular trade was one that,
connexion with this matter. The first time
above all others, should certainl y be
they wrote to the honorable gentleman he
assisted by the Government.
The Gotold them he could not meet them at prevernment had the assurance that there
sent. They wrote again, asking him to fix
was no monopoly in the engineering
a date, but the date the honorable' gentle.
trade, and that there would be genuine comman fixed was some time after, accordmg to
petition if the firms were given the opporthe information published in the press, the
tunity of tendering j but the Government had
dredge had left England, and the dredge
denied them that opportunity. They had
was then on its way to Victoria. He hardly
also the assurance that a fair living rate of
thought that that was a becoming way for wage would be paid to the employes in this
the Premier of this State to treat any body trade. Perhaps that was one of the reasons
of mechanics. This conference represented why the tenders were never called for here.
some thousands of the citizens of the State,
The House had.not heard from the Minister
who rightly desired, in their own interests,
of Water Supply if there was any minimum
and in the interests of their employers, to
rate of wage inserted· in connexion with this
lay their views before him. The Premier
job in Scotland.
He presumed that, as
had stated that it was in the interests of
usual, nine or ten hours per day would be
everybody that the Government had taken
worked there for the usual 35s. to 40S. a
this "action. In his (Mr. Lemmon's) opinion,
week, for which skilled engineers were called
it ,vas in the interests of nobody, except the
upon to work in Scotland, as against eight
few impurtmg agents, and of gentlemen
hours a day at .los. a day, or 60S. a week, in
who were getting a fat commission out of
Victoria. Certainly the Government had
the undertaking of the Government in conadopted an inconsistent attitude in this mat.,
nexion with this dredger.
ter. He was one of those who believed that
Mr. TOUTcHER.-Who is the gentleman? the Premier took up a very sensible attitude,
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and one that met with the approbation of
the House, when he referred to the small
matter of the crank axles. The honorable
gentleman said then that, although the
locally made article might be a trifle higher
in price, he would recommend the Government to accept the local tender. That statement met with approval on both sides of the
House; but here, where there was a £20,000
order going, the Government ~vent to a
cheap labour country to.get the work done in
the cheapest possible manner. This seemed
to indicate some Svengalian influence over
the Government when there was anything
worth having to be manufactured in Victoria.
The Government could rightly be censured,
and their policy should really be entitled
" encouragement of industry--destruction by
the Government of the Protectionist State
of Victoria." Victoria was one of the most
protective States of the Commonwe~lth .of
Australia. There were many firms III VICtoria anxious to tender for this par.ticular
work. Appalling facts had been brought
out by the Trades Conference that had been
endeavouring to urge the Federal Parliament to give more protection. One of the
firm::; referred to, the Australian Forge and
Engineering vVorks, employed 300 hands five
vears ago, while to-day they had fifty. The
company had put in a capital of £30,000,
and to-day members of this Chamber witnessed the soectacle of the machinery at
these works lying idle, owing to the fact
that the ;F ederal Parliament had to a large
extent refused them protection, and that this
Government had denied them an opportunity of tendering for such work as
this. Another firm was Johnson's Tyne
Foundry and Engineering Works.
The
honorable member for Albert Park had
referred to the difference in price between
the work of this firm and outside firms.
This firm made a specialty of dredge work.
Four years ago they had 500 employes, and
They were
were working night and day.
paying lOS. per day for an eight hours
day, and to-day they 'were not keeping more
than fifty hands employed.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-What was the price of
that work?
NIr. LEMMON said that twelve months
ago that firm completed a £30,000 job for
South Africa. They secured that contract
against the world.
With regard to the contract referred to by the honorable 'TIf>mber
for Albert Park, about which the l\iin~stel
of WTater Supply desired to know the ')ricc:,
the price was £6,000.
They secured that
contract in competition with the rest of the
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world, and their tender was £1,600 lower
than the ne'xt lowest tender. If this firm
had been given an opportunity of t(:nc1~ring
for this work, they would have tender.cd
equally to the advantage of the people, taking into consideration the protective !Jolley
of this State, and tl~ey would have been able
to give satisfaction if the Government had
given them the work to do. The contract referred to by the honorable member for Albert Park was for the hig i.1-lift
pump dredge for Tasmania.
This attitude
of the Government was the more regrettable
in face of the fact that £410,276 worth of
British machinery had come into Victoria
during the year 1902, and £376,082 of
foreign machinery, making a total of
£786,358 of imported machinery.
In connexion with pipes, the value of the imported
article was £69,732.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Does that include
wrought-iron pipes?
Mr. LEMMON said that it included
pipes wrought and cast.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-There is no maker of
wrought-iron pipes here.
Mr. LEMMON said he did not know whether the firm of Mephan Ferguson could
have made them here, but that firm had
been driven out of the State to establish itself abroad.
That firm could make anY'
machinery of this kind, if they had had
the opportunity presented to them by the
Government.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-The Government won't give them an opportunity.
Mr. BROMLEY.-Not as long as GlasgJw
exists.
Mr. LEMI\,10N said that, in connexion
witI-. the Otis Engineering Company, which
employed 600 hand;, about four years ago,
and nmv employed only 100, Mr. E. J.
Rigby, the managing director, stated, referring to the strangling effects of importationsSome of our good engineers have gone to America, and have written to me, stating that they
were in first-class positions. Others have gone to
South Africa and New Zealand.

One of. the leading members of the Engineers' Society stated ·on 1st AugustIn the iron trade five years ago, a vast amount
of work was done locally, and one could hardly
find a man idle. To-day one could hardly find a
man working. Some of the principal engineering
works had closed down, and Melbourne was becoming a mere repairing shop:

Perhaps that was the idea the Government
had in view-to establish Melbourne aR .\
repairing shop.
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:Mr. SWINBURNE.-Is that all due to the
'dredger going home?
Mr. LEMMON said the Government were
encouraging that state of things, and, therefore, their policy ought to be condem~ed.
The attitude of the Government had dnven
competent mechanics out of Victoria to New
Zealand, America, and other parts of the
world, where they got good positions. The
Government policy was undesirable, n<;>t only
from the stand-point of the mechalllc and
the manufacturer, but also from the point of
view of the shopkeeper.
These men with
lOS. a day were family men, and they were
the type of men that every shopkeeper desired" to trade with.
This S tate adopted
a policy of free education, costing thousand"
of pounds. The Government subsidized the
technical institutions to give a first-class
training to the young people as they grew
The State spent thousands. of 'p.ounds
up.
in educating them in t~e techmcalItI~s of
their callings.
Industnes were establIshed
under the settled policy of the State, and
now the Government were bringing machinerv out here, and driving these men, upon
whose education the State had spent thousands. of pounds, to other lands, to give
those other lands the advantage of their
Such a policy should be contraining.
demned bv all sections of the House, and he
hoped the" House would censure the Govern·
ment in connexion with this matter, as un·
doubtedly their action deserved.
Mr. SWINBURNE said that his name
had been introduced into the debate, and
he was very glad of the opportunity t.o
speak upon the subject. He thought It
quite superfluous on .his part to refer to
the various arguments that had been advanced by the honorable member for Port
Melbourne.
When that honorable member introduced his "cheap and nasty"
arauments and declared that Victoria stood
as b the be~t manufacturing country in the
world, it was quit~ unnecessary to reply
to him. Other natIOns could manufacture
quite as excellent goods as Victoria could.
l\Jr. BRoMLEY.-He admitted that.
1\1r. SWINBURNE said he quite admitted that Victoria· could manufacture
some things very well indeed.. He ~ims.elf
was very much interested III VIctonan
manufactures, but when the honorable
member argued that nothing that was worth
looking at could be made anywhere except
in Victoria, his argument was hardly worth
replying to.
Mr. BRoMLEY.-He did not say so.
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Mr. SWINBURNE said he took the
remark down at the time. He had always
advocated that everything that could poss'ibly be bought in the State should be
bought here, and. he th?ugh~ that he w~s.
more interested III engmeenng works In
Victoria than any other honorable member_
He had done more to encourage local
manufactures than any other honorable
member. He had ventured his money, and
had lost his money in local manuf~ctur~s,.
and if this dredge had been made ~n VICtoria, it would have been a good thmg for
several firms with which he was connected.
It was only because he thought it was for
the benefit of the State that the dredge
should be obtained from Great Britain,
that he acquiesced in that proposal. It
was all very well to say that Johnson and
Sons were makers of dredges.
They
miaht
be , but they had never made a sando
pumping dredge.
1\1r. HANNAH.-Other firms have, though.
Mr.. SWINBURNE said that no firm
in Victoria had done so. Robinson Bros.,.
as well as Johnson and Sons, had made
pumps, but they had never made sandpum ping dredges.
Mr. LEMMON.-Do you say they could
not do it?
1\1r. SWINBURNE said that if they were
instructed thev could possibly make thes~
dredges, but they had never J?ade. one yet,. .
nor did they have the speCIficatIons that
were necessary.
Mr. WARDE.-Did not the late Premier
promise that the dredge would be made
here?
:Mr. S\VINBURNE said he would come
to that presently. The hon.orable member
for Port Melbourne,. refernng to cor;esllondence that took pl.ace between the 1.~e
mier and him (Mr. Swmburne), when h~ ". as
in England, mentioned ~hat h~ (Mr." ~:' ~~l
burne) was instrumental m buymg a d.cap
and nastv" dredge, that had been refu'jed
He might tell the hO:1bv some one else.
orable member that he did not buy ~ dredge
nor was he i.nstrumental in buyll1g O!1C.
\Vhat happened was that ~fter he accepted
office and whiie he was 111 England, lhe
PreT~ier cabled to him asking him to m2.ke
yerv wide inquiries indeed, not only in En~
lan"d and Scotland, but also on the Continent, in order to get a number of tenders.
He had here a list of ten or t:vel v~ firms:
from which he had obtained specIficatlOllS or
catalogues.
Hp. obtained all the information he could collect from every source, an.d
placed it at the disposal of the PublIc'
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"Vorks Department.
He had only five character, because they had no previous exweeks in England altogether, and was very perience. The particulars which he (Mr.
sorry to have his holiday curtailed.
He Swinburne) had brought out were from firms
.spent over a week in inquiring into this which made nothing else but dredges. Did
matter, and he got every particle of infor- honorable members mean to say that Johnr:lation that was obtainable.
The honor- son and Sons, or anyone else in Victoria,
able member for Port :Melbourne also as- knew how to build a sand-pumping dredge,
serted that there was no inspection.
The or that any engineer who happened to be in
honorable member was hardly fair in in- Victoria could prepare specifications for
.troducil~g arguments of that kind.
The constructing one?
specificati'ons submitted to the Department
Mr. LEMMoN.-Decidedly. i am speakhad been added to by it, and several ing from what Johnson and Sons have told
specifications had been amalgamated, and m~.
the best features taken out of each.
Then
Mr. SWINBURNE said that he was
an inspector in England had been appointed speaking from his own experience, which
-Mr. Cecil Darley, who acted for Ne\y was quite as good as that of Johnson ·and
South 'Vales-and the severest conditions Sons.
Again, the cost of this dredge, if
had been inserted in the specifications. The made in Victoria, was estimated by the Dedredge had to be delivered in Melbourne, partment at £30,000, wherea!.> the dredge
and had to pass the' officers of the Public that had been ordered would be delivered
Works Department as well.
The honor- here for a total cost of £20,120. It had
able member also suggested that this pur- been said that the former amount was only
chase was being carried out in order that a departmental estimate, but his experience
certain merchants might get commission.
was that, instead of departmental estimates
being too high, they were generally too low.
:Mr. SANGSTER.-Did I say that?
Mr. SWINBURNE said the honorable That had been found to be the case in conmember certainly suggested it. The thing nexion with the Joltn Nimmo dredge, which
was simply absurd.
The specifications cost over £50,000 before it was completed,
were received direct from the manufactur- and the estimate w:as considerably exers, and they had tendered direct upon the ceeded.
particulars supplied by the Department.
Mr. HANNAH.-It was a good job,
Not only that, but the acceptance of the though.
tender was conveyed direct to the firm
1\1r. SWINBURNE said he did not deny
through the Agent-General.
that, but when an honorable member said
1\1r. SMITH.-Were any labour conditions that because a dredge was made by a reputattached?
able Scotch firm, which had for years past
Mr. SWINBURNE said that the condi- constructed dredges that had been accepted
tions were very stringent indeed.
by almost every Harbor Board, including
Mr. SMITH.-What are the number of the New South Wales Government, it was
hours of work?
" cheap and nasty," surely that was a superMr. SWIKBURNE said the labour con- fluous and stupid argument, which he was
ditions would be those that obtained in sorry to hear from any honorable member.
Scotland.
With regard to the promise that In addition to the co~t of this dredge being
was said to have been given by the late £10,000 less than would be the case if it
Premier, he Odr. Swinburne) knew of no were built here, the Department would get
promise whatever.
He never heard any fifteen months extra work out of it, and
such promise, although it was possible that w hen honorable members bore in mind the
a promise had been made.
But the main difference between a cost of 3d. and a cost
questions that he had kept in view were of 1s. 8d. per cubic yard, they could reckon
those of urgency and cost. This dredge up the money that was likely to be saved
would be delivered in Victoria in about in fifteen months by having the new dredge.
nine months.
It was to be ready in be- It would mean tl:le saving of thousands of
tween six and seven months, and would be pounds. It had been pointed out that a
delivered here in about nine months. sum of £ 11,000 was placed on the Estimates
The Department said that if it had by the previous Government towards the
to be ordered in the State it would construction of a sand-pumping dredge.
take two years to make.
The officers But what was the use of that? What was
themselves stated that thev could not the use of letting a contract for £II,OOO
design it in leS's than six months, and when towards the construction of a dredge, and
it was designed it would not be of the best then to allow the dredge to stand in the
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stocks until a further appropriation was volved points of construction that required
brought down?
It was no use letting the the utmost skill.
It was, perhaps, not
work at all until the whole of the money necessary to enter into details, because honhad been provided. It was also stated that orable members might not understand them;
the Peacock Government had invited ten- but even in connexion with suction boxes,
ders from the old country for a dredge of there were all kinds of boxes made in
this kind. Why from the old country? order to obtain the greatest efficiency, and
Was it intended to pick the brains of it was necessary to make many inquiries
English and Scotch manufacturers by get- from experts in order to find the one that it
ting specifications from them ?
Was that was best to adopt under the circumstances~
fair play? He hardly thought it was. When honorable members said that the
But the point that he wished to Government were sending £20,000 out of
dwell specially upon was that th:i!s the State they surely could not be aware
dredge was to be of a very special kind. of the facts.
Suppose this contract had
.It would have a draught of only 6ft. been let in Victoria, how much' of the
6in., and it would have to carry 450 tons, monev did honorable members think would
and it required very great skill indeed to be sp~nt here? He did not think that onedo that. In fact, he had very great diffi- third of it-perhaps not one-fourthculty in persuading some of the makers would be spent in Victoria in wages. The
in England to agree to build a vessel which whole of the plates, the whole of the iron,
would carry that tonnage on such a small and a considerable part of the apparatus
draught.
Therefore, the dredge would wOllld be brought out here, and simply
have to be built in a very skilled manner fitted in Victoria. Therefore, it was abindeed. As he had pointed out, this dredge surd to say that the whole of the money
would be the means of saving a very con- would be spent here. There was one insiderable sum of money.
The Public cident in connexion with the importation of
Works Department stated that it would pe machinery that he would like to mention.
necessary, when this dredge came out, to It would be recollected that when the Metrobuild other dredges similar to it, in order politan Board of Works was erecting
to have sand-pumping dredges, instead of the Spottiswoode pumping station, it dethe ordinary bucket-dredge, which had been cided to obtain the engines in Victoria.
Consequently, it called for tenders for the
in vogue for some time past.
What was the result?
Mr. W ARDE.-Could you not economize pumping engines.
a bit by m?-king Taverner captain of it on The Board received tenders from England,
America, and' Victoria.
It accepted one
the way out?
Mr. SWINBURNE said that he had from a local manufacturer, because it was
gone to a great deal of trouble in this the lovvest, and because the design seemed
That manumatter. When he went to England he best fitted for the purpose.
facturer
lost
between
£10,000
and£15,000
did not know that a dredge was required,
but when he received a cable from the Go- before the contract was completed, and the
vernment he gladly gave all the time he engines after all.were not a success. What
could to obtain the desired information. did the Metropolitan Board of Works do
He visited Liverpool and other ports, en- next time? They ordered a large pumping
tered into correspondence with several en- engine from one of the leading manufacgineers, and gathered together a pile of turers in England, in order to have an upto-date pattern, which could' be copied here
information which he had placed at the
in the future.
In the same way the Godisposal of the Public Works Department.
vernment were now ordering this dredgeHe founu that on the Kiel Canal, in
a dredge that had never been made in the·
Germany, the cost of raising sand with the
Australian States before-in order that it
sand-pumping dredge was only one-fifth
might 'be used as a pattern, and a good patof a penny per cubic yard. In Liverpool tern for our designers and engineers to folhe found that 4,500 tons of sand could be low.
raised in three-quarters of an hour, and
-The
DEPUTY
SPEAKER (Mr.
taken out immediately to sea. Facts of
that kind were new to him, and he could CRAvEN).-The honorable gentleman's time·
see that a considerable sum of money could limit is now up. He can only continue his
be saved by the adoption of these dredges remarks by leave of the House.
Mr. WARDE.-Will that come out of the
in Victoria.
Although there might be no
particular patents in connexion with the usual two hours?
dredge that had been ordered, yet it inThe DEPUTY SPEAKER.-Yes.
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1\1r. SWINBURNE said that, by leave,
he desired to say a few word's more. He
wished emphatically to say this :He was
a. Victorian manufacturer himself, and he
wished to see everything manufactured in
Victoria that could possibly be made here.
As a member of the Governmenf he would
see that that policy was adopted so far as
it possibly could be, wherever it was in
the interests of the State to do so.
~1r. SANGsTER.-Actions speak louder
than words.
1\1r. SWINBURNE said that was quite
true, and' he 'would like to know what the
honorable member had ever done for the
workmen of Victoria?
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-More
than you will ever do.
Mr. S'VINBURNE said that actions
spoke louder than words, and he had given
employment to hundreds of men. What had
the honorable" member for Fitzroy done?
1\1r. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-They
have kept you very well by the profits they
have made for you.
Mr. SvVINBURNE said he had not received a d'ividend out of engineering works
for three years.
Mr. J. 'V. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-You have
received them from other works.
Mr. S'WINBURNE said he desired also
to say that wherever public works could
possibl y be undertaken they would be
undertaken.
Within the next few weeks,
if the Surplus Revenue Bill was passed, he
hoped to see tenders accepted for the manufacture of a large quantity of cast-iron
pi pes in Victoria.
lUr. SANGSTER.-Are vou sure vou can
make them in Victoria? .:Mr. SWINBURNE said they could be
made in Victoria very well.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Indeed!
Mr. SWINBURNE said the honorable
member for Williamstown had blamed the
Government for driving work out of the
State.
Mr. LEMMoN.-Driving workmen out of
the State.
Mr. SWINBURNE said he would like
t'o ask who was responsible for that. What
had this Government to do with the Tariff?
This Government had nothing to do with
driving men out of Victoria, but he thought
that honorable members on the Opposition
side had a great deal to do with it', by the
policy they wanted the Government t? pursue. He was quite sure that the pohcy of
the GovernmenE, i; getting out this dredge
a.nd having it built in a. proper way, would
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be the means of saving a large sum of
money in the cost of dredging. In the
South Channel there was a bucket dredge
at work, which brought up hardly a pound
of sand in each bucket, because the sand
was simply washed away by the current.
With the new sand-pumping dredges this
work would be done much more expeditiousl y and cheaply, and a large sum of
money would be saved every year.
·Mr. HANNAH expressed t.he opinion
that during his short experience in this
House, the speeches of the Premier and
the Minister of Water Supply had been
most unsatisfactory. He had never seen
the Premier appear to such disadvantage
as he did to-night. vVith all the papers
that the honor-able gentleman had at his
disposal, it might have been expected that
he would have absolutely silenced the honorable member fou- Port Melbourne, but
that had not been the case, The Minister
of 'Vater S1,lpply had also appeared in
what he (Mr. Hannah) thought honorable
members would admit to be very awkward
circumstances. No question had ever been
approached more delicately by the Premier
in this House. It was a question of staving off, as far as the honorable gentleman
possibly could, what in his (Mr. Hannah's)
judgment, savoured very much of what had
been degrading this country for a number
of years-not, as the Minister of Water
Supply said, the Labour Party, but the actions of the party sitting behind the Government, and of the Government itself.
He had nothing to say against the Minister of Water Supply as a man. That honorable gentleman was probably acting in
what he thought to be the best interests of
Victoria, but his arguments were altogether
opposed to fhe views that had been placed
from time to time upon the statute-book,
with regard to the spending of public
money in this country-the money of the
taxpayers. Honorable members were tol.d
bv the Minister of Water Supplv that thIS
p~rticular dreage could not b~ ~ade in
Victoria.
Surely that was an msult to·
the intelligence, not only of our manufacturers, but also of our workmen.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I did not say any such
thing.
Mr. HANNAH said the Premier had
stated that even the windlasses of t~is
dredge could not be made here.
That was
an insult to the intelligence of our draughtsmen and our engineers, whose credentials.
were as good as those of any engineers in
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the old country.
When it was remembered that our locomotives, which had been
designed and constructed in Victoria, were
second to none in the world, the argument
put forward by Ministers to-night was
He trusted that
merel y so much twaddle.
the House, and particularly those members
who supported the Government, would put
their foot down on jobs of this character.
I twas only in December last that the late
Premier (Mr. Irvine), in answer to a question by the honorable member for Port
Melbourne" stated that the £ II, 500, then
placed on the Estimates, for a sand-pumping
dredge was to be spent in Victori'a. 'That
was only a month or two before negotiations were entered into for the purchase of
a dredge from Scotland.
The Minister
of Water Supply was very careful to say
that he did this business immediately after
he received the cabled information of his
It seemed. to
appointment as a Minister.
him (Mr. Hannah) that the whole transactIon
was something which this House should not,
and could not tolerate.
A resolution was
carried by this House, at the instance of
the late 1\~r. ,John Woods, whose name
should be held in some respect, and that resolution still heJd good, so far as this
In this particular
House was concerned.
instance, however, the policy laid down in
the resolution had been departed from. Generally, when the Government proposed to
spend any sum of money, they went through
The
the form of calling for tenders.
Premier to-night tried to make the House
be.lieve that this course had been pursued
in this instance, and that tenders had been
He woufd now like to ask the Mincalled.
ister of Water Supply if he obtained prices
from any other firm than IFerguson Bros. ?
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Yes, you can have the
list.
Mr. HANNAH said he would like to ask
whether the honorable gentleman, while he
was in England representing the Government, had called for tenders through any
of the newspapers?
Mr. SWINBURNE said that he might
answer that question immediately by saying
that the whole of the reauests for tenders
were sent to the Agent-General's office.
Mr. SANGSTER.~Were they advertised?
i\Ir. TOUTCHER rose to a point of
order.
The Minister of Water Supply
had spoken previously, and- he was now
trespassing on the time of another honorable member.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-The honorable member asked me a question.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER.-I understand that the Minister of Water Supply is
merely answering a question put to him
by the honorable member for the Railways
Service (Mr. Hannah).
Mr. SWINBURNE saId that offers were
received from the following firms :-Fleming and Ferguson, Wm. Simons and Co.
Ltd., Gwynne and Co., Lobnitz and Co.
Ltd., A. F. Smulders, L. Smit and Zoon,.
J. and K. Smit, Sir W. G. Armstrong, Mitchell and Co., and the British Dredging
Co. Ltd.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Are the price:;
there?
Mr.o SWINBURNE said they were not,.
but the whole of the spe,cifications were set
out.
Mr. HANNAH said he was glad the
House had the information just given by
Now,.
the Minister of Water Supply.
with respect to the effect that the expenditure of £20,000 would have in Victoria,
he thought the Minister of Water Supply
must agree that if only one-third of that
amount was spent here in wages it would
be beneficial to the workers, and to all the
producers in the country. Therefore, thisHouse should instruct the Government that
all materials and everything necessary
should be bought and produced here, as far
as possible. What was the history of this
House when the Tariff was within'its jurisdiction? Some remarks had been made by
the Minister of Water Supply with respect
to the fiscal issue having gone out of their
hands, but that had nothing to do with
this question. When the country had a sum
of money to expend, it was the duty of the
Minister, who was responsible to this Houseand the country,' to see that that monev
was spent as fa~ as possible in the country,_
and used to employ engineers, ironworkers,
and others who were walking about
the streets unable to obtain employment.
Onl y a week or two ago he was asked toattend a conference of ironworkers with ~
view to approaching the Premier as to
the building of this particular dredge in
Victoria j but within two or three days they
found that the whole thing had been fixed'
up, and that the dredge was on its way.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-It had been fixed up'
previously.
Mr. HANNAH said honorable members'
were not able to get the information from
those who were ce. in the know." A good'
deal had been saId as to the officers beina
responsible. The Premier tried to put th~
responsibility on Mr. Maclean, an officer of'
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the Public Works Department-the honorable gentleman tried to put the responsibility on other shoulders-but was that fair?
He' would put that question to the Minister
bf Water Supply, or to any of the honorable gentlemen associated with him, who
were not in their places ,to-night,. evidently
treating this as a very light matter. It was
a serious matter, which honorable members
. should not treat lightly. He was prepared
to go a good deal further than simply
moving the adjournment of the House, and
move a' direct motion of censure on the Government for their action in connexion with
this matter.
Mr. TouTcHER.-He:u, hear; go ahead.
Mr. HANNAH said honorable members
had not come into this reformed Parliament
to sit idly by and see Jiinisters of the Crown
doing business like this, which did not reflect credit 6n their honesty as administrators of the affairs of the country. His sincere belief was whenever there was
£10,000
or £2,000, or even £500,
to be expended,
that
the
Government should give
the first
opportunity to those who could produce the article here as well as it could be produced
abroad, because those people paid the taxes
in this country. The last speaker stated
that the honorable member for Port Melbourne had not done anything to build up
the industri.es of
this
country, and
give employment to his fellow workers.
Well,
the
honorable
member
might not have been in a
position
to afford employment to qther men, but
he had at least fought for the workers
who had been employed by rpen who lived
by the profit they made on the workers.
Although that taunt might be thrown at
honorable members on the Opposition side
of the House, who were not in a position
to employ men to-day, some of them had
been employers of labour, and were anxious to see the opporfunity of doing work
for the Government given to men who
lived in this country, instead of to men
living abroad. He knew that the policy of
Flinders-lane, and of gentlemen associated
with their party in this country, was to get
everything they could from abroad, but
this House should leave no stone unturned
to uphold the policy of keeping all the
,,"ork that could possibly be kept in this
country.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Hear, hear.
:\fr. HANNAH said that if the Minister had been in earnest, he would not have
done what he had done in the interests of
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the pre.sent Government.
There ,,,ere
foundries like that of Castlemaine, which
had turned out machinerv second to none
in the world. There we~e works in Ballarat and Melbourne, where capable engineers, ironworkers, and other capable
employes were engaged, and as long as
he was a member of this House, h'e would
fight strenuously against any JIinister or
Governmen~ that might OCCUpy the Treasury bench, sending money Qut of thif
country for any article or commodity that
could be manufactured here under fair
conditions. What was the good of our
Factories Act, our Arbitration Act, our
eight hours legislation, or anything else,
when the, opportunity to earn a decent livelihood was not aff~rded to the workmen
of this country? They had been reminded
that £,II,OOO had been voted bv the Peacock Government, and also by the Government that had been somewhat reconstructed-he supposed he had better call
it the very much Bent Ministrv. Kow that
Ministry had taken up the 'work of the
late Ministry.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Do you think they are
Bent with age?
lUI. HANNAH.-Xo, he thought they
were Bent with actions that could not be
very well supported in this House, or in
the country-actions he di.d not want to
refer to to-night, because 'he only wanted
to deal at present with the action of the
Government now under consideration. The\"
had been asked if £11,000 was put on the
Estimates, of what use would it be when,
immediately afterwards, the Goverpment
would have to come down to the House for
mOle money. 'Well, that was precisely what
was done in connexion with verv many
other matters. If a certain sum was put
on the Estimates for a work that would
take two years, the balance had to be put
on the Estimates for the following
Such an argument was so
year.
much tweedledum as far as' he and
the party he
was
associated
with
were concerned, and he trusted that the
members in the Opposition corner, and also
the members on the Ministerial side of the
House, who he believed' were protectionists,
would not allow this Ministry to escape
punishment for this action, which 'Would
not lift them in the estimation of the people
of this country, whether employers or employes.
He sincerely trusted that drastic
action would be taken to bring home to
the minds of the men who had been responsible for bringing about this condition

IIz6
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of things, which was contrary to all our
previous actions, a sense of their wrong-"
doing.
He trusted honorable members
would follow this up, and show the Government in earnest that they were deterWhen the honmined on censuring them.
orable member for Port :Melbourne sat
down, the Premier said the Labour members
were only joking. They were not joking,
however, but were in earnest, and he
trusted the House was nat joking, but
would tell the Government that they must
not be guilty of any other actions similar to
the one now ?eing considered.

Sand-pumping Dredge.

VIew
of continuing to import such
giving
a
pattern
engines,
but of
to our own engineers. The Minister of
Water Supply admitted that there were
men in this country capable of making any
I f they were only
kind of machinery.
shown what was wanted it would be done.
Bringing out this dredge was not disparaging our own engineers, and, as he said at
the commencement, the Government ought
to be commended instead of being censured
for what they had done.
Mr. HANNAH.-And you are a protectionist?
l\1r. GRAHA~1.-Yes, and quite as good
Mr. GRAHAM expressed the opinion
that instead of the Government being cen- a protectionist as the honorable memsured for their action in this matter, they ber.
Mr. COLECHIN remarked that honorought to be commended. This sand-pumping
dJ;"edge was no new thing. As far back as able members were justified in appealing to
the Government on this matter, which had
1900, when he (Mr. Graham) was "Minister
of Public Works, the matter was brought been sprung on them in a way that was not
Members of the Gounder his notice, and he saw the absolute at all satisfactory.
necessity of getting a dredge of this kind. vernment had often stated that they were
The Government were then dredging with desirous of providing all the employment
It was
the appliances in hand, and the work was they could for our own people.
costing up to IS. 8d. per yard. Now the well known throughout the whole Commonsame work could be carried on by this sand- wealth that there were engineers, boilerpumping dredge for 3d. a yard. And the makers, and all kinds of ironworkers walkports of the Western District-Portland, ing about the streets here, practically doing
He was sure that in Germany,
Port Fairy, and Warrnambool-as well as nothing.
the harbor of "Melbourne and the Lakes' England, or the United States, even though
Entrance all required dredging. It would the manufacture or production of a dredge
cost a mint of money to do the work of this kind would cost 10 per cent. more
with the present appliances, whereas it had at home than it could be obtained for from
been proved over and over again that it abroad, they would never dream of sending
could easily be done for 3d. per yard by outside their own country for it, and thus
means of a sand-pumping dredge. Had he employing other people.
been in a position to do so, at the time he
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Hear, hear.
was in office, he would have done exactly
Mr. COLECHIN said he considered it
Un- most unfair for the representative of the Goas the present Government had done.
fortunately, he had no money, or his Go- vernment to call for tenders in the strange
vernment would have done what this Go- wa y tenders for this dredge were invited
vernment had done, namely, bring out a without giving our own people a chance of
pattern dredge in order that others might getting the work.
He did not consider
be made here. The Premier had told the what was done calling for tenders.
It was
House that this was only a pattern dredge, simply sending to certain people and askand honorable members knew that sl1ch was ing their prices.
That was 'not calling for
the case, because one dredge \vould not be tenders according to law.
The Premier,
enough to meet the requirements of the especially, knew that that was not calling
countrv.
One would be continually kept for tenders, according to the Local Governat wo{k in the Bay, and another would be ment Act, and that such tenders if called
required to dredge the three harbors in "for by a municipality would not be acthe Western District.
The same thing cepted by the Minister of Public Works.
might have been said about the locomotive
Mr. SWINBURNE.-If you ask every maker
engines that had been imported from time
~n
the world surely that is taIling for
to time.
When the narrow-gauge railway
system was initiated, why 'Was not an out- tenders?
Mr. COLECHIN said the most import- .
cry raised against the importation of the
narrow-gauge engines which the Govern- ant and worst feature about this matter was
ment imported as patterns, not with the that the people of our own country, who
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had to pay the taxes to provide the money He was surprised to find that three dredges
for this dredge, had not had a chance of of a very important character had actually
offering to do the work at a certain price. been made in this country, and no slander
That was what he objected to.
As to the or libel had been uttered against the manuengine purchased by the Metropolitan Board facturers of those dredges, or the people
of Works, it was produced by Messrs. employed in their construction. There was
Thompson and Co., of Castlemaine, ac- a sum of £ 100,000 voted for the purpose,
cording to the letter of the specifications, but £48,000 lapsed, and only £52,000 was
but
the
Board
actually
stipulated spent. He did not know whether that was
for the wrong kind of engine.
If the cost of the three dredges, or of one.
the firm in question did produce the That money was well spent, and people were
wrong kind of engine, adhering strictI y to employed in their ordinary avocations inthe specifications, was it fair for the Min- stead of being sent into the bush to cut
ister to come here and say that it was a tracks. It was a disgrace to this House that
failure?
It: was a direct slander on intelligent men, whose parents had spent
the firm in question, and he would large sums on their education and industrial
Minister of the old pro- training, should have had to go track-cutremind the
Private firms were
verb, "It is a dirty bird that fouls ting in the country.
Its own nest."
Anyone who came prepared to spend their money for the purinto this House and libelled and slandered pose of producing pumps in Victoria
the ,york-people or manufacturers of this and in f[tce of that fact it wa~
country was not dealing fairly by them. He surely fair for the Government to
would remind the House that the French spend the people's money in producing
Revolution was not caused by the Labour pumps required on public works. It was
Party, but was owing to the fact that men and certainly not fair to go else\vhere for this
women were starving in the streets through sand-pumping dredge until our own people
want of employment. It was because the had been given a chance, and the proposal
The
Labour P arty in this Chamber were desirous had been submitted to Parliament.
of seeing oiu own work-people employed Minister of Water Supply admitted that h~
that they were voicing the feelings of those had only spent a week over this matter in
people here on the present occasion. The the old country.
people of Victoria were entitled to get emMr. SWINBURNE.-I was only there five
ployment in the production of things that weeks altogether.
were required by the country, and that had
Mr. COLECHIN said the Minister was
to be paid for out of the taxation to which a man of great intelligence, but it was. imthey contributed. It had been said that it possible for any man to call for applications
was necessary to go home to get pumps, and and do justice to this State within a week.
that such a thing as a sand-pump was un~1r. SWINBURNE.-I did not say I called
known here. Perhans the Minister of Water
for
tenders in one week, but that I spent ~
Supply was unaware that there was a family
in Victoria to-day living on money that was week altogether on the business.
Mr. COLECHIN said he did. not think
being sent out to them because of an invenThe Minister
tion known as the rotary pump, in use in that was sufficient time.
America at the present time. The company could not have done the work properly in a
who were promoting the manufacture of that month.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Many of the specificapump were sending sufficient to keep the old
inventor's family before putting the pump tions followed me out.
on the market. That was one of the best
Mr. COLE CHIN said that was one of
The Minpumps in the world, and he hoped the Min- the things he had objected to.
ister of Water Supply would look into it.
ister sneered at the manufacturers here.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I did not sneer at any
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I will look into it when
manufacturer here j I am a manufacturer
h is on the market.
Mr. COLE CHIN said he would be very myself, and I do not wish to sneer at manuglad if the Minister would do so. Possibly facturers. I have a very great respect for
the honorable gentleman might not be in office them.
Mr. COLE CHIN said it was a remarkthen, but the Labour Party did not wish to
be put' under the painful necessity of moving able thing that the Government should get
the present Ministers off the Treasury this dredge from elsewhere, and then tell the
benches if they would recognise the duty House that it was to be passed by our own
they owed to the workers of this community. officers.
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The House divided on the motionAyes
Noes

21

30

Majority against the adjournment.
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9
AVES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Anstey,
Beard,
Beazley
G. H. Bennett,
H. S. Bennett,
A. A. Billson,
Bromley,
Colechin,
Hannah,
Lemmon,
McGrath,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Argyle,
Bowser,
E. H. Cameron,
Carlisle,
Cullen,
Downward,
Fairbairn,
Forrest,
Graham,
Gray,
Harris,
Holden,
Hunt,
Hutchinson,
Keogh,
Kirkwood,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

McGregor,
Outtrim,
Sangster,
Smith,
Solly,
Toutcher,
Warde,
Wilkins.
Tellers.
Mr. J. W. Billson,
Mr. Elmslie.
NOES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Lan.gdon,
Lawson,
Levien,
Livingston,
Mackey,
McCutcheon,
McKenzie,
McLeod,
Morrissey,
Oman,
Swinburne,
Thomson.
Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
Mr. ·Watt.

PAIRS.

Mr. Mackinnon.
. M r. Prendergast.

Sir Samuel Gillott.
Bent.

I Mr.

MINES ACTS FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
The House went into Committee for the
further consideration of this Bill-Mr. G.
H. Bennett (Richmond) in the chair.
Discussion took place on clause 43, which
was as follows:(I) There shall be a board of examiners for
mining managers, as hereinafter provided.
(2) Such board shall consist of an inspector of
mines and two other members, who may be ap·
pointed or removed by the Governor in Council.
(3) The board shall hold examinations of persons desirous of qualifying themselves as certificated mining managers, and may grant first
do.ss and second class certificates of competency
to persons who successfully pass the prescribed
examinations.
(4) The subjects of such examinations, the fees
chargeable therefor, and the mode in which they
are to be conducted, may be prescribed by regulations m,ade and published, pursuant to sections
seventy-seven and seventy.eight of the Principal
Act.
(5) Every such certificate of competency shall
contain particulars of the qualifications, name,
place, and time of birth, and the length and
nature of the previous experience of the person
to whom the same is ,delivered, and such certificate
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may be refused to any person 'who fails to give
a full and satisfactory account of the particulars
aforesaid, or to pay the prescribed registration
fee. Provided that the said board shall grant
a certificate of competency to any person who
shall produce to such board a certificate of having passed the requisite examinations from and
under the seal of any school of mines or educational institution whose curriculum, training, and
subjects for, and mode of examination, are approved of by the said board, and every such cer·
tificate shall state that it is issued on the certificate of a school of mines or educational institution approved by the board, and also the name of
such school or institution.
(6) No candidate for :llly such certificate shall
be entitled to be examined by the board unless he
produces evidence satisfactory to the board that
he has had, in the case of a candidate for a first
class certificate, five years' practical mining ex·
perience, and in the case of a candidate for a
second class certificate, three years' practical min·
ing experience.

Mr. McLEOD movedThat after the word "managers" (line 2) the
words "and for other purposes" be inserted.

He said that he proposed to move
amendments providing for certain
ficates as well as mining managers'
ficates, and it was necessary now to
this amendment.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. McLEOD moved-

some
certicerti·
make

That the following words be added to subclause (3) :-" The board shall also hold examinations of persons desirous of qualifying themselves
for the positions of battery manager or underground foreman respectively, and of persons desirous of proving their competency to take charge
of cyaniding or chlorination works, or of work
for any other special process of gold saving for
which the board may consider it desirable to
grant certificates of competency, and may grant
certificates of competency to persons who successfull y pass the prescribed examinations."

He said the object was to enable young
men to qualify themselves, not only for tht
position of mining manager, but to show that
they were capable of taking charge of a
battery and of chlorination and cyanide
works, and to meet a number of new processes coming in, such as the bromide process. If there was any special process that
was introduced, the board should be in a
position to say that it was desirable that
we should have men capable of dealing with
it.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. l\fcLEOD movedThat the word" such," (line I.), sub·clause (6),
be omitted, with the view of inserting "mine
manager's."

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. BAILES rnovedThat after the word "experience" (line 5),
sub·clause (6), the words "two years of which
shall have been served as shift·boss" be inserted.
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He said that his object was to prevent an
incursion of men into the mining arena who
had qualil1ed themselves only theoretically.
At present, under the School of Mines' cer·
tificates it was necessary for a man to produce evidence that he had been down a
This
mine for a certain length of time.
would make no difference to the practical
miner who was thoroughly acquainted with
all the ins and outs of mining, and educated himself to obtain the School of
:Mines certificate. The rapid advancement
of some of the students, and the great
prizes they had obtained, had been the occasion of a rush of men, mostly the sons
of wealthy people, who had gone to the
mines and performed, in a pro forma manner, the underground portion of the work
necessary to secure a certificate. They
might be thoroughly capable of obtaining
a certificate, but they must bring evidence
to show that they had been down the mines
for a certain period. His contention was
that they merely went down the mines, and
simply put in a certain amount of time to
comply, with the requirements of the S'chools
of ~Iines. He wanted to make sure that
the men were qualified miners by making it
compulsory that they should put in two years
as shift-boss. Ko mine manager would
put on a man as shift-boss unless satisfied that he had a thorough know ledge of
underground mining.
J\1r. ~'[cLEOD said he hoped the honorable member would not insist on this
amendment. He was :verv much struck
last session with the views -put fnnvard by
the honorable member in regard tv the necessity for practical experience. Actuated
bv that, a clause had been inserted in the
B'ill requiring that a candidate must have
had three vears' practical experience for
a second class certificate, and five years'
experience for a first class certificate. Why
should they debar a man if he qualified
himself in every other way, simply because
he had not been a shift boss?
The amendment was negatived.
The clause, as amended, was agreed to.
On clause 44, which was as follows :-.The Minister shall have discretionary power to
deal with special cases, so as to allow a person
holding a second class certificate of competency
as enaine-driver
to bale water from a mine by
b
means of steam machinery in the case of a small
working party,

Mr. BAILE S movedThat the words "small working" be omitted
with the view of inserting" co-operative."
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He said the Minister's object was to enable small parties who were working a mine
to use the services of a non-certificated man.
Mr. McLEOD stated that the amendment would defeat its own object, because
we had a large number of small working
pcrrties who were lease-holders. He was
prepared to insert the words "or co-operative" after Ii. small working."
Mr. BAILES said he was prepared to
accept the Minister's suggestion, and he
would therefore withdraw his amendment.
The amendment was withdrawn.
Mr. McLEOD movedThat the words "or co-operative" be inserted
after the word ~'working."

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. BAILES movedThat the words "but no such permission shall
e'ntitle the engine, driver to raise or lower men"
be added to' the clause.

He said he saw no objection to allowing
non-certificated men to take charge of the
pumping or baling operations, but he
did see an, objection to allowing noncertificated men to have charge of machinery
which was employed in raising and lowering
the men.
The amendment wa,:; agreed to.
The clause, as amended, was agreed to.
On clause 46, which was as follows:For section 143 of the Mines Act 1897 there
shall be substituted the following section,
namely:143· (I) Any person who is not the holder of
a certificate of competency as an engine-driver
under the Mines Act 1897, or the holder of a
certificate of competency or of service as an
engine-driver under the Principal Act, or who
is wholly or partially cleaf, or whose sight is
defective, or is subject to fits, giddiness, or any
other infirmity likely to interfere with the efficient discharge of his duties, and who takes
charge of machinery in which steam is used as
motive power, and every person who employs
any such person as aforesaid shall be guilty of
an offence against this division of this Part of
this Act. Sinking pumps, boring machines, or
puddling engines when fixed on an elevated
puddling brace and worked by means of steam
power shall not be deemed to be machinery
within the meaning of this section.
(2). Wh:re men are being raised or lowered by
an au WInch fixed underground a permit from
an inspector of mines must first be obtained before any person, not being the holder of a certificate of competency :1.S an engine-driver can
tnk~ charge and drive such air winch,

Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat TTl est)
moved.
That after the word "steam," line 10, subcbuse (I), the words "or electricity" be inserted.

He said that his reason was perfectlY
obvious, his contention being that the same
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necessity existed for certificated drivers
where electricity was use'd as where steam
was used.
Mr. McLEOD remarked that there was
a wide difference between steam and electricity, because the electric machine was
driven by a steam-engine, which must be
managed by a competent driver. The electric motor was attended to by a man who
had a special knowledge of e'iectricity, and
did not require to have any know ledge of
steam-engines. That position was accepted
by the mining conference. A man must
necessarily know something about electricity
to attend to an electric motor. He would
consider the matter before the Bill was reo
ported, to see if any provision was necessary
to meet this case.
:Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said that
with the increasing use of electricity it wals
absolutely necessary that those who had
charge should be qualified to work the
machine in the interests of the safety of the
miners. The Minister had stated that the
man in charge of an electric plant must
necessaril y have' some know ledge of electricity. The man who took charge of a
steam-engine must necessarily have some
kr.owledge of steam, but he might be il1competent all the same. Several men had
lost their lives in connexion with machinery,
but he would not say whose fault it was.
It was essential that the man who had
charge of an electric plant should be as well
qualified as the man who ha"d charge of a
steam-engine. If the Minister would give
an as:mrance that he would draft an amendment to meet this case it would be satisfactory .. Otherwise he hoped the Committee
would not pass the clause in its present
form.
Mr. BAILES said he thought members
were missing the point. The object of having certificated engine-drivers was to guard
against accidents to life and limb.
Only
first-class certificated drivers were permitted
to work winding machines, which were
machines used in raising and lowering the
men. It was to minimize the risk of fatal
accidents that it was made compulsory that
the man in charge of the handles of a winding machine should De compelled to have a
first class certificate.
1\1r. McLEOD said he was sorry to have
to interrupt the honorable member, but the
Premier wished to make a statement. He
begged to move, therefore-
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DISTINGUISHED VISITOR.
THE Due D' ABRUZZI.
1\1r. BENT.-I beg to move-

That a chair be provided on the floor of the
Hcuse for His Hoyal Highness Luigi Amedeo
of Savoy, Duke of the Abruzzi.

Members are aware that Italy is very
friendly with England.
The Prince has
had a chair provided for him in the Council Chamber, and I think it is only right
that a chair should be provided for His
Highness on the floor of this House, so that
he may be able to hear our deliberations.
The motion was agreed to.
His Roval Highness was then introduced
into the Chamber, and took a seat on the
right of the Speaker.
:Mr. BENT.-I beg to moveThat this House desires to place on record its
pleasure at the presence of His Royal Highne~s
Luigi Amedeo of Savoy, Duke of
the
Abruzzi.

The motion was agreed to.·
MINES ACTS FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.

The House again went into Committee
for the further consideration of this Bill.
Discussion was resumed on clause 46.
Mr. McLEOD said that when the discussion was interrupted, he was about to say
that he was prepared to move for the insertion at the end of the clause of ,vords
providing that where men were being
raised
or
lowered
by
any
machine driven by electricity a certificate
from an Inspector of Mines should be
obtained before the man could take charge.
:Mr. BAILES stated that the word's~pro
posed by the Minister to be inserted ·would
not meet the case at all.
When progress
was reported, he (Mr. Bailes) was pointing
out that the object of the first class
certificate was not so much to insure an
intimate know ledge of machinery as a
knowledge of how to control the winding
gear when men's lives were at stake. The
suggestion of the Minister would scarcely
meet the case, because it could not be advanced that an engine-driver who had been
educated in connexion with steam and who
had' no know ledge of electricity would be
a competent person to put in charge of a
motor.
N either could it be advanced that
a man who would be an expert in handling
That progress be reported.
motor machines, but without experience in
The motion was agree'd to, and progress winding gear, would be a competent person to put in charge of a winding plant.
was then reported.

lJlines i.Lcts Further
The law demanded to-day that a man
should' possess a certificate before he was
put in charge of a steam winder, and he
contended that it was quite as necessary
that a man should have a certificate showiner that he was qualified to be put in charge
an electric winder.
He thought the
Minister had made a laudable effort to meet
the case, but the Inspector of Mines was
no authority as to· the knowledge of the
individual. ~There men were lowered or
raised bv electrical machinerY, honorable
members' should insist on a certificate.
Mr. McLEOD.-But where is that d'one?
Mr. EArLES said that if a man was sent
down the Charlotte Plains workings to see
the pumps, he would have to be lowered
He was contending that
by electricity.
they must n~t allow any man with a bare
know ledge of electricity to be placed in
charge of the winding plant where it was
used for the lowering and raising of men.
He would sugfest to the Minister that instead of th~ certificate being given
by the Inspector of Mines, it should'
be issued by a board of examiners,
call the board what they would.
He
and other honorable members were not
taking up this stand in the interests of the
engine-drivers, but in the interests of the
men whose lives were always at the mercy
of the person in charge 'of the handles.
If the Minister would put in a proper board
to issue the certificates, he did not think
there would be any objection from that
(the Opposition) side of the Chamber.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West)
remarked that he must insist on his amendment, and he regretted' that he could not
accept the suggestion made by the :Mihister
of }Iines. He concurred with the honorab!e member for Bendigo East in the proposal to have a board of examiners, and
if it were accepted he would withdraw his
amendment.
:Mr. SMITH observed that, throughout
the Bill, wherever leases were at stake the
Minister was vested with power, but where
men's lives were at stake the :Minister preferred to land the responsibility on to some
one else.
1\1r. 1\IcLEoD.-There is no jus6fication
for that statement j that is utterly incorrect.
Mr. SMITH said tnat they were perfectly satisfied', so Jar as steam machinery
was concerned, but they would have to deal
with electric power in the near future, and
unless some provision were made there
would be no responsibility resting on the

ot
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man in charge of that. . Therefore, th~y
held that the man in charge of the electrIC
power should be a duly certificated man.
He thought the amendment should be carried, because it would give to the men who
worked in the mines greater confidence and
safetv than they would' have if this was
worked under regulations.
Mr. McLEOD said that if the amendment were carried the effect would be that
anyone could drive an electrical engine who
got a certificate that he was qualified to
drive a steam-engine. The proposition to
have another board of examiners to give
certificates in connexion with electrical machinery would mean creating a new board
and having new regulations.' What he
had offered was, he considered, a fair compromise. He had put in the" Inspector of
Mines" because the inspector was supposed
to be an expert in machinery, and was on
the Spot.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-But he
knows nothing about electricity.
Mr. i\:[cLEOD said that the inspector
had means of satisfying himself as to the
competency of the men driving the electrical
machine. There was no board now for
an electrical examination, and if one were
created it would be created mere I y for a
problematical case.
Mr. BAILES.-I do not want to create another board. Have a competent man to
issue the certificate.
Mr. TOUTCHER remarked that he
would like to know whether the Minister, instead of saying the "Inspector of Mines,"
would insert the " Minister of Mines." The
Minister would then ascertain whether the
man understood electrical machinery, and
whether he was fitted or not for this work.
Mr. McLEoD.-The applicant would be
a local man, and the inspector would know
his antecedents, and would have the means,
which the Minister would not, of ascertai:l·
ing whether the'man had the requisite knowledge.
Mr. TO UTeHER said that the point
was that at the present time the Inspector of Mines had not the necessary
knowledge.
Mr. McLEOD.-But they can make the necessary inquiries.
The Minister cannot do
that.
Mr. McBRID E said that all over the
city of Melbourne they found electric lifts,
which were carrying men up and down,
worked by men who had no certificates.
Honorable members seemed to be straining
a point in connexion with this matter. He

Il.V
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did not like giving the inspectors too much
power, but if they provided that the permission should come from the Mines Department the Minister would be able to
send to the inspector, and the ultimate power
would be derived from the Minister. They
should provide that the man should have
permission from the Mines Department to
drive any electrical winding machinerynot that that wou] d be required for some
time, but it would be as \yell to put it in.
Mr. GAUNSON said that he still stuck
to his old faith, which was indoctrinated in
him at his birth, and which he sucked in
with his mother's milk. He meant that from
the moment he studied constitutional doctrine:;, he imbibed these notions. There was
the Minister. If the 'Minister did wrong,
l:onorable members' dutv was to deal with
him, and turn him out.
Mr. BAILES.-But in this case the Minister proposes to give the power to the inspector.
Mr. GA UNSON said that whatever the
Minister proposed he was prepared to follow.
1\1r. BROMLEY.--The blind leading the
blind.
:Mr. GAUNSON said no. He (Mr. Gaunson) was not an ass, and did not propose
to be led by asses.
If honorable members
had read the life of Sir Charles Napier
they would remember where he talked about
an army of lions led by asses.
Mr. WARDE.-What has that to do with
the clause?
Mr. GAUNSON said that the Minister
was the person who was responsible, and
the Minister had told him what he thought
was right, and he was prepared to kee.p
the Minister to his responsibility, and challenge him when he was wrong.
But he
(Mr. Gaunson) was not prepared, because
A or B on this (the Opposition) side of
the Chamber, said he was the sole repository of know ledge, to believe that that
was the case.
As an old constitutional
scholar, he was prepared to keep the Minister responsible to the House., and if the
Minister went wrong, he was prepared to
He was prepared to acchallenge him.
cept the Minister as being a reasonable
guide, mentor, and friend of the House.
He would not throw the Minister out and
refuse to accept his suggestion simply because he (Mr. Gaunson) might consider
himself the sole repository of know ledge.
He knew he was not.
I t was said-he did
not applv it offensively-that those who
hunted with wolves, must howl with them.
J
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Mr. WATT.-Just apply it, will you?
Mr. GAUNSON said that he did not
say that it applied. These were not wolves;
these were all sheep-poor sheep.
But he
did not want to see them led to the
He was not the butcher, but
slaughter.
a constitutional student, and whatever the
Minister proposed, if his conscience agreed
with it, he would support.
The Committee divided on the amendmentAyes
25
Noes
32
Majority against the amendment

7

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Anstey,
Beard,
Beazley
H. S. Bennett,
A. A. Billson,
J. W. Billson,
Bromley,
Colechin,
Elmslie,
Hannah,
Kirkwood,
Mackinnon,
McGrath,
McGregor,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
1\1 r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Oman,
Outtrim,
Prendergast,
Sangster,
Smith,
Solly,
Toutcher,
Warde,
Wilkins.

Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
Mr. Lawson.
NOES.

Mr. Argyle,
Mr. Bent,
Mr. Bowser,
Mr. Ewen Cameron,
Mr. E. H. Cameron,
Mr. .Tames Cameron,
Mr. Carlisle,
Mr. Cullen,
Mr. Downward,
Mr. Fairbairn,
Mr. Forrest,
Mr. Gaunson.
Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr. Graham,
Mr. Grav.
Mr. Harris,
Mr. Holden,

Mr. Hunt.
Mr. Hutchinson.
Mr. Keogh,
Mr. Langdon,
Mr. Livingston,
Mr. Mackev,
Mr. McBride,
Mr. McKenzie,
Mr. McLeod,
Mr. Morrissey,
Mr. Murray,
Sir Alexander Peac~ck,
Mr. Swinburne.

Tellers.
Mr. Thomson,
Mr. Watt.
PAIR.

Mr. Lemmon.

Mr. Boyd.

Mr. SMITH moved tLe following amendment : That all the words after the word "underground" in sub-clause (2) be struck out, with the
view of inserting the following words :-" No
person, not being a holder of a third class certificate of competency as an engine-driver, can take
charge of and drive such air winch."

He said that he could claim some little
knowledge as to the responsibilities that
were thrust upon the average driver. These
machines were particularl y used in shaft-sinking operations, after the shaft had got down
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to a certain depth. It was the custom to
obtain the drivers from amongst youths, who
after a few hours' practice we're given responsibilities equal to that of the man who
had to perform similar duties upon the surface. So far as the winding plant was concerned, he did not know of any position of
greater responsibility than thai: of the average driver below. This driver was placed
in the plat, as they called it, sometimes in
a very cramped position, and he was not
under the eye of a practical man. The result was that he had to use his own judgment as best he could in order to obviate
disastrous conditions occurring. No hardship would be inflicted on any man by the
amendment now proposed, and it would insure that the man would have some knowledge of the machine he was driving.
He would venture to say that if they questioned some of the vouths who were in
charge of these air w1nches as to the working portions of the machinery, they would
find the'm absolutely ignorant as to what the
winches were composed of, and the details
as to how they were operated. Sometimes
these winches got into such a state of disrepair as to become dangerous. Speaking
from his own knowledge he knew of one
occasion when the men riding on the bucket
operated by one of these air winches complained about the jerky motion caused by
reason of the valves having become displaced. These lads continued to drive as
best thev could, under the most difficult conditions. - One day the men had fired a
charge in the shaft, and they got on to the
bucket and called away. To their intense
horror, when they had been hauled up
about six feet, the winch came to a dead
stop. The lad called down the shaft that
the winch was unworkable.
It was
lucky for the men that
they had
only been hauled up six feet, because they were able to jump out of
the bucket and blowout the fuses, and so
avert what would have been a terrible accident. If they had young men in charge
of these winches who knew something about
them, they ,,,"ould be ahle to remedy the
defects in them in their spare moments, as
an engine-driver did in connexion with the
machinery which he worked. He could instance many other cases of a similar character, where, from the want of knowledge
on the part of the youth, the winch had got
out of order to such an extent as to be dangerous to the men working below. Therefore, in the interests of the safety of the
men, the winch boys should be asked to
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obtain a third class certificate, ,yhich would
not require a great amount of special skill
on the part of those who worked this machinery.
Mr. BENT stated that the ~Iinister of
Mines intended to oppose this clause. He
rose at this stage more particularly to draw
the attention of honorable members to the
fact that last session a great deal of time
was occupied in connexion with this Bill.
Unless they got this Bill through to-night
he did not propose to touch it again until
after the Closer Settlement Bill, and, indeed, he was seriously thinking, in view of
the numerous amendments, whether it. was
worth while to go on or not. He could not
help noticing the objections that were made
night after night in connexion with this
Bill. It was not worth the time. He did
not know how many amendments the honorable member had moved, and one would
think that no one knew anything about mining except half-a-dozen members. He (Mr.
Bent) had kept quiet, although he knew
a good deal about mining himself.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Undermining.
Mr. BENT said that they could call it
undermining if they liked. He was told that
the principal clauses of a contentious character had been got through the other night,
and that there was only one c:lause, that in
regard to Mining Boards, on which there
would be any discussion. But there was
a long discussiop on every clause, and, in
addition to that, amendments were proposed
and divisions taken. He could not afford
to spare the time.
He, had twenty-three'
Bills on the business-paper.
Mr. MCGREGOR.-Too many. You should
have fewer on and thoroughly discuss them.
Mr. BENT said that anyone would think
that they had nothing else to do but to talk
about mining.
Mr. BAILES. - If it was not for mining we should not have been here.
Mr. BENT said that he knew about mining long before the honorable member, and
had put his monev in it.
Mr. BAILEs.-Very likely.
Mr. BENT said that the Government
knew as much about mining as the honorable
Did honorable members think
member.
that he was going to stop the whole of the
work of the session for the ~1ines Bill?
He did not intend to do that.
Mr. ANSTEy.-It could not have been the
lobster.
Mr. BENT said that it was not the lobsters or anything else, but he had been
watching this for some time, and he would
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tell honorable members that he would not
waste the time, because the way things
were going on was nothing but wasting
He promised honorable members
time.
the other night that if they had any amendments, and if they put them into shape, the
Minister would consider them. But every
one got up with amendments. He had
never known such a thing in his life.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-They are in
order, are they not?
, ::\lr. BEKT said that it would also be in
order to withdraw the Bill.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-A threat.
?\II. BENT said that honorable members
could take it as they liked.
The interjection of' the honorable member for Brunswick reminded him of a little circumstance
that took place not long ago.
A gentleman in this House was retiring from local
politics.
He did not know whether there
was any lobster in that.
Mr. ANSTEY.-No; there is no lobster in
that.
~Ir. BENT said that the gentleman he
was speaking of told the people that he
could not attend to carryon local business, because the other night he was called
on here at ten minutes' notice to give an
hour's speech on the Mines BilL
l\lr. HANNAH.-You are " stone-walling"
your own Bill.
Mr. BENT said he was capable and competent to do so if necessary. The :Minister
of Mines would not accept this amendment.
T.he various amendments submitted were
'delaying the carrying of this measure, and
he asked the Committee now to get on with
it. Las~ session, several weeks were spent
on the Mines Bill, and it got stuck up jn
another place. He should, perhaps, apologize to the leader of the Opposition, for
it was not a case of "lobster" with that.
honorable member. He hoped the honorable
member would help him to get this Bill
away to another place. If there were any
amendments which required looking into,
the Government would adopt the same
course as on the Real Property Bill on Fridav, and would be most happy to go into
them carefully. He did not care if it was
done informally outside the House; the
Government would go into them, and see
what was the right thing to do. The Government had no desire to do anything but
what was right. This Bill was not a pany
Bill, and should not be treated as a party
question.
. :Mr. PRENDERGAST stated that the
Opposition had never wanted to hinder
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business, and did not want to do so tonight. They were, however, keenly critical
of a Bill which had so much at stake for
the miners of this country, and it could
not be considered that they were hindering
business when they 'were looking after every
possible amendment to make a better Bill
of it. It was their opinion that they could
make a better Bill of it, and they did not
mind how long they sat to do that. The
.honorable gentleman would not facilitat~
business by hindering discussion on. an, import ant measure like this. He would lleJ p
the Bill on quicker by giving honorable
members every opportunity to pass th~ Le?t
possible legislation for the mmers of ! hIS
State. The Opposition did not try to ')llt
amendments in t.he Bill to hinder business,
but rather to place a better measure on the
statute-book if possible.
Mr. BAILES remarked that the Premier
had pointedl y alluded to ~im as ?ne
of those who were proposmg an Immense number of amendments.
He
did make a lengthy speech on the second
readincr, but he was selected by members
repres:nting mining districts to reply to ~he
Minister, and the result of that exhaustIve
speech was that only some half-dozen o~her
speeches were made on the second rea~mg,
and the debate was shortened very conSIderably. All the time this B~ll had been i~ Committee he had not occupIed twenty mmutes,
and he had spoken at no length on any .subHe had remained absolutely SIlent
ject.
on the majority of the amendments, and he
had simply risen and m<?ved most of the
amendments standing in his name. No man
in the Committee, not even the Premier himself was more wrapped up in one great
que~tion in this Bill-the one dealing with
the health of the miners-than he was. He
was willing to sit all night to see this Bill
passed through, beca~se there w~s n<;> question more important m the pubhc mmd today than the health provisions of this Bill,
for hundreds of miners were being sent to
their doom through the effects of the disgraceful legislation that was on the statutebook at the present time.
Mr. McLEOD remarked that the Miners'
Association were supposed to have some
knowledge of mining.
Thjs matter was
fully discussed at the Mining Conference.
Mr. Prae.cl, of the Amalgamated Miners'
Association, saidThere is one thing certain, that a company is
not going to put boys on to haul their dirt a?d
stuff, and then have to change them for certIficated drivers to' raise and lower the men. Our
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association in discussing this question, asked the
Departmer:t to arrange for son:e special certificate
to be issued to drivers of wmches.
We know
-that if it were made compulsory for certificated
engine-drivers to be in charge of winches it would
mean that the men would have to walk up the
ladder-ways, because the companies .would ~ot
go to the extra expense of employmg specIal
enaine-drivers to pull the men up and send them
do~n. Our association would be favorable to a
certificate of competency being issued, but not on
the same scale as required by engine-drivers.

Mr. Wilson, of the Bendigo Mining Managers' Association, saidThere is no danger to be feared at the. present
time in regard to having thes~ boys pu.lhng men
up when required. The passmg of thIs amendment would mean the crowding of the statutebooks with unnecessary matter.

Mr. Nankervis, of the Amalgamated Miners'
Association, saidWe believe that permits or something of t~at
kind should be granted or issued to the boys dr~v
ing the winches.
The issue of these permIts
would be an incentive to the lads to .further
qualify themselves for higher-grade cerb~cates.
I think that the permits should be left m the
hands of the inspector to issue.

In the face of that, was it necessary for
honorable members to go on moving amendments that had already been discussed. and
rejected by the representatives of the mmers
themselves?
Mr. WARD E expressed the hope that the
Premier would give members an opportunitv of discussing and moving amendments
if they desired to do so. There were only
a few members who had an intimate knowledge of mining who had taken part in the
discussion up to the present, and he an?
a number of other members on the OPPOSItion side who did not pose as experts in
mining had been content to listen.
On the
Surplus Revenue Bill, on the We~shpO?I
Tramway Bill, and on the Conveyanc~ng BIll
last week, and, in fact, on every. BII.I that
came before the House, the PremIer Immediately threatened to withdraw the Bip if
the House did not accept all that he deSIred.
It was not a free Parliament if it was to be
treated in this manner.
Honorable members representing working miners on the Opposition side of the House would not withdraw one iota of the amendments that they
were here to attempt to have engrafted on
the statute-book of the country, whether
the Premier determined to withdraw the Bill
or not.
The Commi'tfee divided on the amendmentAyes
2I
Noes
33
Majority against the amendment

12
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AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Beard,
Beazley,
H. S. Bennett,
J. W. Billson,
Colechin,
Elmslie,
Hannah,
Kirkwood,
Mackinnon,
McGrath,
McGregor,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Outtrim,
Prendergast,
Sangster,
Smith,
Solly,
Toutcher,
Warde,
Wilkins.
Tellers.
Mr. Anstey,
Mr. Bailes.
NOES.

Mr. Hunt,
Mr. Keogh,
Mr. Langdon,
Mr. Lawson,
Mr. Livingston,
Mr. Mackey,
Mr. McKenzie,
Mr. McLeod,
Mr. Morrissey,
Mr. Murray,
Mr. Oman,
Sir Alexander Peacock,
Mr. Swinburne,
Mr. Watt.
Tellers.
Mr. Hutchinson,
Mr. Thomson.

Mr. Argyle,
Mr. Bent,
Mr. A. A. Billson,
Mr. Bowser,
Mr. Ewen Cameron,
Mr. E. H. Cameron,
Mr. James Cameron,
Mr. Carlisle,
Mr. Cullen,
M1'. Fairbairn,
:Mr. Forrest,
Mr. Gaunson,
Sir Samuel Gillott,
Mr. Graham,
Mr. Gray,
Mr. Harris,
Mr. Holden,

PAIRS.

Mr. Bromley.
Mr. Lemmon.

I

Mr. McBride.
Mr. Boyd.

Mr. BAILES said the Minister proposed
that a permit should be issued by the Inspector of Mines.
Would .he ac~ept ~he
Board of Examiners of Engme-dnvers mstead of the Inspector of Mines?
It :vas
already a constituted body, and certamly
much ~TIore competent· to give a certificate
than the Inspector of Mines.
He begged
to moveThat the words ".an Inspector of Mines" be
omitted from sub-clause (2) and the words "the
Board of Examiners of Engine-drivers," inserted in lieu thereof.

Mr. McLEoD.-It means calling a number of men together and compelling a meeting to be held.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
he hoped the Minister would not accept the
amendment.
This sub-clause dealt with
the question of lowering of men by an air
winch.
He could appeal to the honorable
member for Port Melbourne, who waited
on him several times when he was Chief
Secretary, with regard to the number of
persons who, under the Factories Act, had
to get a second-class certificate from the
Board of Examiners of Engine-drivers to
work in factories.
Numbers of those men
lost their positions because of not being
able to get that certificate.
Under this
sub-clause, as it stood, a man could go to
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the Inspector of Mines, who would know
The amendment, amended accordingly,
something about his qualifications as an was adopted, and the clause, as amended,
engine-driver, and get a permit j but if the was agreed to.
amendment was carried that man would
Discussion took place on clause 47, which
have to wait for the quarterly examination was as follows:of the board, and, in all probability, would
For sub-section (3) of section 144 of the Mines
fail to get work.
He would oppose all Act 1897 there shall be substituted the followamendments of this kind, which were too ing sub-section, namely:(3) Any such person shall after such order
much in the interest of a close section of a deliver
into the charge of the said board his
close borough. He wanted to protect men's certificate of competency or of service, which
lives as far as possible by seeing that every- shall be retained by the said board during the
body was qualified to do his work, but he period of his disqualification, and no such perwas surprised at members in opposition son shall during the period of such disqualification take charge of any machinery in which
'Who had been urging all along that the In- steam is used as motive power. Any person
spector of Mines should be trusted, and the contravening the provisions of this sub-section
Minister should not be trusted, now asking shall be liable on conviction to a penalty not
for the Inspector of Mines to be removed exceeding £20.
Mr. BAILES movedfrom this sub-clause simply because memThat the word "is" be omitted, and the
bers of certain organizations had met and
asked that the Board of Examiners of En- words " water, oil, gas, electricity, or air, or
two or more of them, are" be inserted in.
gine-driyers be substituted for the Inspec- any
lieu thereof.
tor of Mines in this provision.
Mr. McLEOD remarked that there was
The amendment was negatived.
no certificate provided for those engines.
Mr. GAUNSON expressed the Opll11On How could a certificate that had not been
that, as honorable members had been in at- issued be withdrawn?
tendance since half-past four o'clock, they
Mr. BAILES said the provision he prohad done a fair day's work.
He, there- posed to amend was not yet law. He was •
fore, begged to movegoing to try to reverse the previous decision
That progress be reported.
on the third reading.
He hoped that no honorable member would
The amendment was negatived.
object. This had been an exceptional night,
The clause was agreed to.
and, as 'the colonel of the Southern ConDiscussion took place on clause 49, which
federacy said, "It's a long time between was as follows:drinks."
At the end of section ISO of the Mines Act
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said he 1897 there shall be added the following subrose to a point of order. He thought it section, namely:(S) The mining manager of the mine in which
was time honorable members stopped listen- the accident occurred and a representative of
ing to this silly rubbish.
the Amalgamated Miners' Association may be
~h. GA UN SO N said he also rose to a present at the inquest, and may eX£lIuine Ot
witnesses and elicit evidence repoint of order. He thought the honorable cross-examine
lative to the cause of death and to the issue
member's remark most indecent and impro- whether the accident was attributable to negliper. He worked as hard as any man in gence or to any omission to comply with the
this Chamber, and was in his seat from half- provisions of this Act or otherwise.
Mr. McLEOD observed that several
past four o'clock till any hour honorable
members pleased to speak.
He listened amendments of this clause had been circuquietly and attentively to stupid and idiotic lated, and in order to cover them all, he had
prepared another amendment. There might
speeches, but did not complain.
The motion to report progress was nega- be accidents, at the inquests on which a representative of the Amalgamated Miners'
tived without a division.
Association did not require to be present, so
Mr. KIRKWOOD movedhe thought it would be well to insert the
That the following words be added to subclause (2) :-" No person under the age of 18 words "or any other person whom the
vears shall be allowed to drive an air winch coroner may consider liable to be affected."
~vhere the lives of men are at stake."
Then anybody outside the Amalgamated
Mr. ·McLEOD stated that he would ask Miners' Association could be authorized to
the honorable member for Eaglehawk to be present. That would cover any associ'lalter his amendment to read as follows:- tion.
Mr. KIRKWOOD movedProvided that no person under the age of
18 vears shall be allowed to drive an air winch
whi-Ie men are being raised or lowered.

That after the word "manager" the words
"or his representative" be inserted.
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He said that if that was agreed to, he also the words "any mine, whether held under lease
or otherwise, and" be inserted in lieu thereof.
intended to move, after the word "association," the insertion of the words" and a re- He would afterwards propose consepresentative of the Amalgamated Engine- quential amendments. The clause would
drivers' Association."
The manager might then cover both classes of mines.
The amendment was agreed to.
not be able to be present at the inquest, and
Mr. ~1cLEOD movedit would be ,veIl to authorize him to appoint
That the word "any" be substituted for the
a representative to be present in his stead.
word "a" (line I), sub-clause (2).
Mr. McLEOD stated that his own amendThe amendment was agreed to.
If,
ment would cover every possible case.
1\1r. ANSTEY said that he wished to
in the opinion of the coroner, a representative of the. Amalgamated Engine-drivers' move an amendment in sub-clause (I). He
Association ought to be present at the in- wished to insert the words "provided
always that no tribute shall be let for a
quest, he could attend.
Mr. Kirkwood's amendment was with- less period than twelve months."
The CHAIRMAN .-1 am afraid that
drawn.
you will have to move that amendment on
Mr. McLEOD movedthe report, as we have already passed subThat the words "or any other person whom
the coroner may consider liable to be affected" clause (I).
lUr. ANSTEY said that he had given
be inserted afte'r the word "Association."
of his amendment, and he thought
notice
The amendment was agreed to.
he should have been allowed to move it.
The clause, as amended, was agreed to.
Mr. McLEOD said it was quite an overDiscussion took place on clause 52, which
sight on his part, and that he had no objecwa'S' as follows : (I) Every agreement for the working on tri- tion to the. amendment being moved, albute of a mine not held under miner's riaht though he was opposed to it.
whether Crown lands or private lands or :ny
Mr. ANSTEY said that if there was no
part thereof shall by metes and bounds describe objection, he. would move the amendment.
the land to be let and shall specify the maximum a.nd minimum number of men to be kept He begged to moveemployed by the tributer or tributers and the
period for which such agreement shall operate
and shall as fully as possible set out the terms and
conditions of such tribute and shall be sianed
by the parties to be bound thereby. Prov1ded
always that no tribute shall be let for a lesser
period than twelve months.
(2) Where the owner of a mine not held under
miner's right any part of which is let on tribute
is a company within the meaning of the Companies Acts, an entry of the tribute agreement
shall be made in one of the books of the company and a cOEY of such entry certified as a
correct copy by the legal manager or anyone
director of the compahy shall be given to. the
tributcr. Such copy shall be sufficient evidence
to prove the tributer's right to work the mine
?r part thereof in' the event of legal proceedmgs between the company and the tributer.
(3) Where the owner of a mine not held under
miner's right anv part of which is let on tribute
is not a company as aforesaid, every such tribute
agreement shall be signed in duplicate and one
copy shall be retained by the owner of the
mine and the other copy by the tributer.

That the words" not held under miner's right,"
in sub-clause (2), be omitted.

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. KIRKWOOD movedThat the words "if required by such tributer"
be inserted after the word "tributer" (line 9),
sub-clause (2).

Mr. 11cLEOD said he hoped that the
honorable member would withdraw the
amendment. Every member should have
a copy, and it should not be a matter of
opinion at all.
Mr. KIRKWOOD said he would withdraw the amendment.
The amendment was withdrawn.
Mr. ANSTEY movedThat the words" not held under miner's right,"
in sub-clause (3), be omitted.

The amendment was agreed to, and the
clause was passed.
Discussion took place on clause 53, which
was as follows : -

~lr.McLEOD stated that he explained
(I) 'Vhere any dispute as to the ground held
in his second-reading speech, that there were
tribute, or as to the gold or minerals won
two classes of mines dealt with under the under
from such ground, occurs between the owner of
tribute clauses of the Mines Act; one, min~s a mine not held under miner's right. and any triheld under lease.; the other, mines held buter or tributers of the whole or any part of such,
pnder miners' rights. He proposed to make mine, such dispute shall be determined by the
this clause cover both.
He begged to 'Varden without assessors, on complaint of either
party, and the decision of such 'Varden shall be
movefinal and conclusive and without appeal.

That the II words "a mine not held under
miner's right" in sub-clause (2) be omitted, and

(2) Every such complaint shall be deemed to
be a proceeding within the meaning of section 21 9
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of the Principal Act; and for the purpose of enabling Wardens to hear and determine such complaint, and enforce their decisions with regard
thereto, all the provisions of Part 1. of the Principal Act applying to proceedings under such
section shall equally apply to such complaint as
far as the same are apQ.licable.

:Mr. ANSTEY movedThat after the word "ground'" (line 3), subclause (I), the words" or as to the amount or continuity of work performed by tributers" be inserted.

He said that in section 165 of the last Act
it was provided that if work was not continuously carried on, the owner could cancei the tribute.
He wished this to apply
to all persons equally.
l\Ir. McLEOD said he must oppose this
amendment, as the clause was sufficiently
wide.
If there was any question about
the time, it could be easily settled, but if
the tributers knocked off before the time
specified in the agreement, it was unfair to
have the dispute taken before the Warden.
The Committee divided on the amendmentAyes
18
Noes
31
'jIajority against amendment

13

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Anstey,
Beard,
Beazlev,
H. S. 'Bennett,
J. W. Billson,
Colechin,
Kirkwood,
McGrath,
McGregor,
Outtrim,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Prendergast,
Sangster,
Smith,
Sollv,
Tou"tcher,
Warde.

Tellers.
Mr. Bailes,
Mr Elmslie.
NOES.

Mr. Bent,
Mr. A. A. Dillson,
Mr. Bowser,
Mr. E. H. Cameron,
Mr. J. Cameron,
Mr. Carlisle, .
Mr. Cullen,
Mr. Forrest,
Mr. Gaunson,
Sir Samuel Glllott,
Mr. Graham,
Mr. Gray,
Mr. Holden,
Mr. Hunt,
Mr. Keogh,
Mr. Langdon,

Mr. Lawson,
Mr. Levien,
Mr. Livingston,
Mr. Mackey,
Mr. Mackinnon,
Mr. McKenzie,
Mr. McLeod,
Mr. Morrissey,
Mr. Murray,
Mr. Oman,
Sir Alexander Peacock,
Mr. Swinburne,
Mr. Watt.
Tellers.
Mr. Argyle,
Mr. Hutchinson.
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clauses could be disposed of to-night.
was told that with the exception of the
clause.s dealing with the question of sludge,
all the clauses of the Bill might be disposed of.
.
Mr. BAILEs.-We won't be five minutes.
Mr. BENT said that if that was the
arrangement, he would say nothing more.
Mr. McLEOD movedThat the words "not held under a miner's
right" be struck out.

The amendment ,vas agreed 'to, and the
clause, as amended, was passed.
On clause 55, providing that the proportion to which the owner and the tributer
were respectively entitled under any tribute agreement should be calculated upon
the gross value of the gold or minerals obtained under such agreement,
Mr. BAILES said that he had an amendment to propose here. He begged to move-That the word "gross" be struck out, and the
word "net" inserted.

Mr. McLEOD remarked that he could
not accept this amendment.
He had considered the matter very carefully, and he
could see that this vmuld raise a very
complicated question, and int'erfere greatly
with mining.
Mr. BAILES said that he would' not ask
for a division, but he would give notice
that he would have a division on this on the
third reading.
The amendment was negatived, and the
clause agreed to.
Clause 56, containing the sludge provisions, was postponed.
On the motion of Mr. McLEOD, progress was reported.
ADJOURNMENT.
ORDER OF BUSINESS.
Mr. BENT movedThat the H·ouse do now adjourn.

~1r. PRENDERGAST asked the Premier what would be the order of business
for the next day?
Mr. BENT said that he would ask the
honorable member how long it would take
t'O fix up the Mines Acts Amendment Bill?
It would probably take two or three hours,
as the Mining Board clause would be debated.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-You should
PAIRS.
get this Bill finished and sent away.
Mr. Bromlev.
Mr. McBride.
Mr. Hannah~ .
I Mr. Ewen Cameron.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Say three hours to-morMr. Lemmon.
Mr. Boyd.
row afternoon.
.
I Mr. Thomson.
Mr. Wilkins.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-If he gets it finishe.d
Mr. BENT said he would like to learn to-morrow, he will be very lucky, and it
from the leader of the Opposition what will be good business, too.
'
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This
Mr. BAILES remarked that the Minis- assist in the despatch of business.
ter, he understood, was going to submit a Bill had occupied a good deal 'Of time, and
very great modification of the Mining the uncertainty as to the measure was having
its effect all over 'the country, as a large
Boards proposals.
Of
IHr. }fcLEoD.-I have distributed the number of interests were involved.
course, he knew that there had been a desire
amendments.
Mr. BAILES said that if the amend- on the part of honorable members to look
ments came out for the first time to-morrow after the health and lives of the people enit would mean a lot of confusion, as it gaged in mining. Recognising that, he
would take a great deal of time to grasp would accept the all-round promise which
the whole point. In view of the important had been made that they would now get on.
nature of the amendments, it would be They would start off the next day with the
better not to press on with them at this Mines Bill, and the Government would not
force honorable members as to getting
juncture.
Mr. BENT stated that he would take the through the Bill in a certain number of
Mines Acts Amendment Bill from half-pasL hours. He hoped that honorable members
two to half-past four, and after that go on who were in favour of the Closer Settlement
Bill would not charge him with delay. Last
with the Closer Settlement Bill.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said that week that was done. The country was exhe hoped the Premier would not tie honor- pecting them to go on with the C10ser Setable members down to any particular time. tlement Bill. Accepting the assurance from
Personally he beEeved that every 'mining all round the Chamber that the Bill now be·
member would like to see the Bill finished, fore them would be fairly dealt with, he
as they ditl not want to see the Bill in the would inform the leader of the Opposition
same position in which it was last session. that he would take the Mines Acts
He believed that the amendments to be pro- Amendment Bill first to-morrow, and if
posed by the Minister would meet to some there was time there were the Harextent the objections in regard to the altera- bor Trust Bill, and some other little
H~
tion in the Mining Board provisions. They Bills which they could go on with.
should keep on at the l\1ines Bill, and get vwuld not touch the Closer Settlement Bill.
it finished, so that their attention might be but would commence that on Tuesday, and
concentrated on one measure at a time. try to get right on. He hoped that would
With regard to the Closer Settlement Bill, meet with the wishes of honorable members.
he intended to follow that closely.
Mr. PRENDERGAST expressed the
Mr. GA UNSON remarked that the Mines
Acts Amendment Bill was a very important opinion that the course proposed would be
measure, and it had been debated in Com- the best way to expedite business. If they
mittee very carefully. It would be a great \vent on with the Closer Settlement Bill and
pity to force it on undu!y. It hid occupied . the Mines Acts Amendment Bill' concur,a very short time, having regard to its im- rently, they would be sending both Bills
portance, and if they could pass it by to- to another place together, and in the meanmorrow night he did not think the Premier time the other place would be in want of
could object. He hoped the Premier would work.
The motion was agreed to.
not be too anxious to force the Bill through
The House adjourned at four minutes to
at such an early period of the session. That
was the opinion of the mining members. He eleven o'clock, until half-past two o'clock
did not pretend to be a mining member, but the following day.
he had taken the sense of those honorable
members, such as the honorable member
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
for Allandale, the honorable member for
'Wednesday, August 24, .l904.
Bendigo East, and others. The Premier
should not be too greedy or too gluttonous
The PRESIDEl\1T took the chair at sixteen
for good work. The honorable gentleman
had done more than good work already, and minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
he should allow them to go on quietly. prayer.
PETITIONS.
They had a lot of time before them, and
Petitions, praying that the Council \yould
there was no real occasion for anxiety.
:Mr. BENT stated that he again had the give effect to the expressed wish of the
promise of the leader of the Opposition, electors in reference to Scripture lessons
which he had always accepted, that he would in State schools, and that a complete
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analysis be made and published of the
voting at the referendum on the introduction of Scripture lessons into State schools,
were presented, by the· Hon. T. C. 'HARWOOD,

from residents of Newtown and

and Public Officers.

them unless he gets them.
I do not know
whether the honorable member intends the
subdivisional promotions to be included iii
the question, because j hose subdivision.ll

promotions constitute by far the greater

Chilwell, by the Hon. J. H. ABBOTT,
from residents of Barnedown and Axedale, from residents of Bendigo West,
and from residents of Bendigo j by the.
Hon. W. H. EMBLING, from residents of
the parochial district of St. Andrews,
Queenstown, from residents of the district of Bulla, and from residents of Woodend and Newham; and by the Hon. D. E.
McBRYDE, from residents of Doncaster.

portion of the amount that is involved when
.IH:up]e generally talk about increment~, but
they are not increments at all.
Does the
honOtrable member mean 'increments and
subc1ivisional promotions?
The Hon W. J. EVANs.-Yes; I mean
the whole.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I will en·
deavour to get the information next Tuesday. It will take some time.

RAILWAYS STANDING
COidMITTEE.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that a
resoluticJll was passed last evening, that
cer ~ain gentlemen should be examined at
the Bar in reference to an item in the Surplm~ Revenue Bill.
In order to enable
that to be done at once, he bfgged to
move-

The Han.

J.

jI. DAVIES moved·-

That the following members of this House be
appointed members of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways, namely, the Honorables W. H. Embling and D. Melville.

The motion was agreed to.
IKCRE:\IEKTS TO TEACHERS AND
PUBLIC OFFICERS.
The Hon. VV. J. EVANS asked th'e Attorney-General the following questions:(I) What is the approximate amount of the increments accruing during the currency of the present financial year to teachers and officers of the
Public Service in receipt of salaries over £125
per annum?
(2) In view of the large announced surplus for
the year 1903-4, and the prospects of another good
year, is it the intention of the Government to pay
'such increments?

That the Orders of the Day, General Business,
be postponed.

The motion was agreed to.
SURPLUS REVENUE BILL.
EXAMINATION OF OFFICERS.
The House \vr:nt into Committee for the
further consideration of this Bill-the
Hon. J. Balfour in the chair.
Disc~::;ion was resumed Ion the item,
"Towards Walhalla Railway, £30,000."
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved-

That the Hansard reporter be accommodated
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I will 'endeayour to get this information by next with a seat at the table in order that he may be
Tuesda y, but I am not quite certain from enabled to hear and report the evidence.
The motion wa.s agreed to:
the que.stion what· the honorable menber
Mr. M. E. Kernot, Acting Engineer-indesire.s.
There are certain increments
called long-service increments, which 1 be- Chief of the Victorian Railways, was
lie,'e public servants are entitled to as a called and examined.
m:-ltter of right.
There can be no question
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT:
about these. Then there are other increPart of your duty is to layout and construct
ments which pertain to certain occupations, lines of railway in different parts of Victoria,
where there is a minimum and a maximum as sanctioned by Parliament?-Yes.
Some discussion has taken place in this Chamber
salary, and where an officer is appointed at
<c mir.imum salary, and is eligible to rt='- about the construction of the line from Moe to
Walhalla. Do you know the proposed line ?-I
ceive increments at certain stages.
He do.
is onlv entitled to those incre'ments
About how many years ago is it since you beif they are allowed.
But the chief came acquainted with that line ?-Six or seven
addition to the expense of carry- years.
Then you knew it in 1900, when Parliament
ing on the government is connected with passed
a Bill authorizing the construction of that
the subdivisional promotions.
When an line?-Yes.
The line, I understand, measures about 27!
officer is appointed to any class, he is apvointed to the bottom of that class. There miles ?-About 26! miles.
You have seen the report of the Parliamentary
are a lot of subdivisional promotions, and Standing
Committee on Railways, printed on the
the officer becomes eligible at certain times 27th June, 1900, by order of the Legislative
to receive them, but he is not entitled to Assembly?-I have.
r
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Well, when I say trifling, I mean if there is
only one daily coach, and that is sufficient for all
the requirements of the people; is not the amount
of passenger traffic very small ?-One dlily
coach each way will take all the present traffic.
Do you know how many passengers can be accommodated by the coach ?-The coaches vary in
£ize; the last time I travened I believe I was the
fifth or sixth passenger.
I suppose the daily average is from six to
seven I-That is near the mark.
The passenger traffic receipts are put down by
the Railways Standing Committee at £980. Do
you think, in consequence of the decrease of popuThe Han. F. STUART:
lation, that such an amount could be obtained
On what gauge ?-2 ft. 6 in.
from passenger traffic if this line could be constructed r-The decrease of the population of
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT:
"Valhalla must inevitably lead to a decrease in
"Ve are speaking of a 2 ft. 6 in. gauge ?-Cer- the probable traffic receipts, but the amount
tainly.
quoted does not appear to me large.
Then the estimate of the committee was that
Seeing that the number: of passengers altoa line could be constructed for £4,200 per mile, gether did not exceed in the year 2,200, what
and that probably that could be reduced to is your estimate of the number of passengers?£4,000? Do you agree with the committee in I have not made an estimate, but I have ascertheir estimate ?--The shortening of the line by tained that the outward passenger traffic at Moe
permanent survey did not reduce the total cost.
amounts to about 10,000 passengers per year.
It has rather increased it ?-It leaves it the
To Walhalla ?-No; passengers going away
same.
from Moe, to which station the Walhalla passenThen the total cost, I understand, is £129,870. gers must come.
Is that nearly correct?-That is the cost, incl udI want to direct your attention to the passenger
ing £14,000 for rolling-stock.
traffic between Moe and "Valhalla. I have been
Now, the committee charge interest on that reading the evidence of one or two witnesses, and
capital at 3~ per cent.
Could that amount of I see the number is put down at from 2,000 to
money be obtained at the present time at 3~ per 2,200. "Vould that be approximately near the
cent. i-I cannot speak with authority on such a number ?-That estimate looks reasonable.
financial matter, but if you will take my opinion
Are you in favour of the construction of a narfor what it is worth, I would say it could not.
row-gauge line for that coun:ry?-Yes.
'Vould 4~ per cent. at the present time, having
How would you describe the country from
regard to the de::.rness of money, be nearer to the Moe, about 10 miles on, until you come to the
standard price than 3~ per cent ?-My knowledge Tyers River ?-The Tyers River is 10 miles out.
of the money market does not enable me to speak
You know that country pretty well ?-I do.
as to that.
Will you describe that 10 miles of country? Is
The committee have reported to Parliament it pretty level ?-It is undulating.
that Walhalla, the well-known Gippsland mining
Thickly timbered ?-The timber is patchy.
centre, must undoubtedly be looked to in the first There ure alternate stretches of timbered country
instance to furnish the bulk of the traffic for the and of heathy country.
support. of the railway.
Do you agree with
Is the timber very large ?-Only near the Trers
that ?-Yes.
Then at the time this report was furnished, the River, on the last three miles.
How much an acre would it take to clear the
number of people in 'Valhalla and within 10
miles of it, was estimated at 3,600 men, women, timber near the river, and render the ground
fit for agricultural purposes ?-I have made no
and children ?-I believe so.
Are you aware that since that time 1,000 of the estimate for complete clearing and grubbing.
able-bodied men have left the district in conseBut you have a general knowledge from travelquence of want of work at the mines ?-I am ling through different parts of the country where
aware of a considerable reduction of population.
farmers have cleared their land. Would you say
The population is put down according to the £20 an acre would be too much ?-Yes.
Municipal Directory for last year, at 2,600 in
How much would you consider a fair price to
place of 3,600.
Do you believe that to be allow for clearing and grubbing ?-To clear the
fairly correct ?-That is credible to me from my country as selectors there clear it to bring it under
knowledge.
cultivation, probably about £3 per acre. I can
\\That is 'Valhalla dependent on for its prosonly make an off-hand estimate. It would be very
perity?-Mining_
difficult to make an estimate.
'Ve have been told that one of the principal
The ground varies very much ?-It varies very
mines there is the Long Tunnel ?-It is.
It has returned large dividends, but has been much on the first portion of the line.
'''hat population is there for the 10 miles of
unproductive of late years. You know something
about that mine ?-Yes, I have some knowledge this line that it is proposed to construct with this
£30,000? What population is settled, say, withof the mine. I have not been down it.
Do you know whether they have declared any in 5 miles of the projected railway?-I do not
dividends within the last two or three years ?-J know the country well enough to estimate the
population within 5 miles of each side of the probelieve not.
The passenger traffic from Moe to "Valhalla, I , posed line; but speaking generally l the country
believe, is very trifling; is that not so ?-I could on the first 3 miles is settled. The country from
3 miles out to the Tyers River is not settled.
bardl y describe it as trifling.

Is there any difference in the extent of that
line as between you and the committee, because
I see here Mr. Rennick's estimate, which is appended, is for a line from Moe to 'Walhalla on
the 2 ft. 6 in. gauge, 27 miles 40 chains in
length ?-That estimate was made before the permanent survey was complete.
'Vhen the permanent survey was complete, it
was found it could be accomplished in 26 miles
6 chains?-Yes.
At what cost per mile ?-At a cost of £4,446
per mile.
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Then through the first 3 miles, is that land
principally taken up in grazing areas ?-The first
3 miles include a number of good river fiats.
1\re these in small holdings or large ?-Partly
in small holdings and partly in large holdings.
There is a good deal of land held under
grazing area licences ?-Yes; from 3 miles on·
w~rds the land has been recently taken up.
In what quantities, do you know? If not, I
can get it from another witness from the Lands
Department ?-1 think it would be better to obtain
that information from him.
I have no figures
here.
Do you think the prospects of the country for
the construction of a paying line are as good today as they were four years ago ?-There is very
little difference.
The loss, of population you do not take into consideration ?-I consider that mining communities
are cons tan tl y fluctuating.
You know the line of railway from Ballarat to
Pitfield, sanctioned by Parliament ?-1 know the
proposed line from Newtown to Pitfield.
Most of the mines at Pitfield have collapsed, I
believe ?-I only know that things are dull down
there.
Very dull, indeed. Do you know how many
mines are at work ?-1 do not.
You could not support the construction of the
line to Pitfield nowadays, could you ?-'Well,
I understand there is important mining development going on within the limits that line would
serve, at a place called Berringa.
That is really where the mining is 'centred nowBerringa. Pitfield is done with the exception of
one mine.
Can you see your way to give an assurance to the Committee that if £129,000 be ex·
pended on the construction of this line it will pay
interest and working expenses, and be a productive line ?-1 did not make the estimate of revenue
and expenditure for the line, and I have not
thrashed out the matter.
Then you are not in a position to give that assurance to the Committee ?-No; I have no opinion
one way or the other that is based on my own
work.

The Hon. A.

McLELLAN:

On the proposed line from Moe to Walhalla,
what is the distance between Moe and the first
station ?-It is proposed to make a station 3* miles
out.

The Hon. W.

S. :MANIFOLD:

Personally, I have not seen this country at all,
but I understood you to say that between Moe and
the Tyers River there is a considerable amount of
heathy country. Is that so ?-Yes.
vVe did not hear that before. Is it a large pro·
portion of the country the line passes throuah?It ,~s about 10 m~les out to the Tyers River ~
I he first 3 mIles, you say, are river flats?Yes.
Is a large proportion of the balance out to the
Tye~s ~ive.r heathy country ?-No; the larger
portIOn IS tImbered country.
The heathy land, I suppose, is like most other
h.eathy land, very p<?or?-The heathy land conSIStS of swampy flats chiefly, and it is possible that
they may be improved.

The Hon. W.

J.

EVANS:

\Vill not the Moe railway station command
the !raffic ~or the first 5 or 10 miles-the greater
portIOn of It at any rate ?-The Moe station will
serve all territory within 10 miles of it.

Revenue Bill.

Consequently, that is so much off the new line?
-Ten miles of the new line would serve the country beyond the terminus.
You said it would cost about £3 per acre to
clear the land. Do you mean clear it sufficiently
for grazing purposes, or clear it altogether ready
for agricultural purposes ?-Clear it sufficiently
for cultivation, as cultivation is usually practised
in Gippsland.
That means allowing the large trees to remain?
-Leaving the large stumps.

The Hon.

J.

STERNBERG:

Did I understand you to say that the land for
the whole of the first 10 miles of this line is fairly
good ?-Not the whole of it.
The greater portion?-No, the lesser portion.
The good land is chiefly beyond the Tyers.
Is the land beyond that much better than the
present line is to be constructed through ?-The
land beyond is better than the land on the first 10
miles, with the exception of the river flats.
The country, of course, is not all of one description, consequently your estimate for clearing,
I suppose, is your extreme or full estimate ?-I
could only make a rough estimate, for I really
have not the information on which to base a close
estimate. I have never .looked into the question.
Sir Henry Cuthbert asked you did you recommend that the line to Pitfield be constructed
now, considering the dullness of mining there.
Is there any comparison between constructing a line from Ballarat or Newtown to Pitfield as
against constructing a line of railway under the
present proposal ?-The conditions are not similar.
Not at all. Then you would naturally prefer
to construct a line of railway as proposed now
to that which Sir Henry Cuthbert referred to
-that is from a paying point of view?I have not investigated the revenue and working expenses deeply.
I have a difficulty in
answering the question.

The Hon. E.

MILLER:

Four years ago the cost of this railway was
estimated at £129,000.
Have you calculated
whether it would cost more than that, or less,
now?-The estimate remains the same, but it is
possible by economizing and postponing part of
the work to reduce that sum.
It is proposed to open the line for the first ten
miles, as far as the Tyers River, and it may not
be opened further for some time to come. Taking that into consideration, would you advise that
we should make a narrow-gauge line for that
distance. Vlould it r,ot be more convenient to
use the broad gauge for that distance, so as to
avoid the necessity of transhipping at Moe?The first ten miles would be made with the view
of an extension, and the best place for the break
of gauge would be at Moe station.

The Hon. F.

STUART:

You told Sir Henry Cuthbert just now that you
are Acting Engineer-in-Chief. Does that position
qualify you to speak as an expert in finance?
You have not to arrange for the borrowing of
millions of money from other parts of the world,
~ave you ?-That does not come within my functIons.
I suppose then that you, in your capacity as
Acting Engineer-in-Chief, have not to arrange
for clearing land for farming purposes, and so
on ?-No, except for railway purposes.

Surplus
Do you think that the first ten miles of the
line from Moe to Tyers River will pay the country to make? Can you pay working expenses and
interest ?-I should not recommend the construction of the first ten miles unless the line is extended the further distance.
Then, would you recommend the building of a
railway to Walhalla ,altogether? Would that
pay?-l think I have said before that I am not
able to say at once whether it would payor not.
I have made no calculation. That has been done
by the traffic officers.

The Hon. W. H. EDGAR:
I understand that the second station will be
at Tyers River ?-Yes.
Then, taking another stretch of ten miles, where
will the next station be placed ?-The next station will be fifteen miles out.
\Vhat sort of country is it between Thompson's
River and the next station ?-From Tyers to the
next station, fifteen miles out-more than half
way--it is good Gippsland country, such as you
would describe as red soil country.
Is it precipitous ?-It is hilly.
Is there any population there ?-Yes, there are
settlers who have been there some time.
Are they grazing or cultivating the land?Chiefly grazing. The roads out there are bad.
Then, from that station on to Walhalla, what
is the land like ?-There are from fifteen to
twenty miles of country, chiefly good.
So that the land betwen Thompson's River and
W'alhalla is, on the average, as good as that from
Moe to Tyers River ?-It is better.

The Hon. \;Y. LITTLE:
If a narrow-gauge line is constructed, say, for
the first ten miles, and there is anything like
heavy traffic on the first five miles of the line,
do you think that the people within that distance
will use the narrow· gauge line when they know
that they will have to tranship their goods at
Moe? \Vould not a great deal of that traffic go
by road, eYen after the railway is built? Supposing you were sending goods of your own from
within three or five miles of the beginning of
the line, wO'uld you load them on to the narrowgauge, and unload them again at Moe, into the
broad trucks ?-At five miles out the traffic would
divide. Part of it would go by road, and part
of it by railway.
I si.lppose the bulk of it, except the passenger
traffic, would go by road ?-No, I think it would
divide about equally.

The witness withdrew.
~[r. Thomas Tait, Chairman of the Railw::t,-s Commissioners,
\vas called ane!
examined.
Sir

HE~RY

CUTHBERT:

At the request of the Committee, you have
been summoned here this evening to give a little
information, or as much information as you
possibly can, on the construction of a line from
Moe to \Valhalla. As you are aware, it has been
passed already by Parliament, some four years
ago. Now, you have, I suppose, studied the
report of the Railways Standing Committee, of
August, TgOO? You have gone into it very carefully?-I have read it.
What do you think of their estimate as to the
probable cost of construction, which they have
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fixed at £129,870, or, in round numbers,
£130,000? Do you think that the work to-day
can be performed as cheaply as it could have
been done in .1900 ?-l could not express an
opinion on that subject, as I was not here in
1900, and do not know the conditions that prevailed at that time.
The cost of materials for the construction of
railways, I believe, has increased of late years?
- I t has, generally speaking.
To what extent would you say-what percentage ?-Speaking of the general run of supplies
and materials that enter into the operation· and
maintenance of railways in Australia, the percentage of increase since 1896-7 has been about
30 per cent.
But between 1896 and 1900 has it been increasing gradually?-l could not say as to that, because I have only taken out the figures between
1896-7 and 1903-4, those being the periods at
which stores contracts were made by the railways, and therefore more easy of computation.
You have not had an opportunity as yet, I suppose, of visiting Walhalla ?-l have not.
Have you ascertained what the passenger traffic'
is likely to be ?-l have not.
You have heard a description of the country
between Moe and WalhaIIa-that it is very mountainous, broken, and heavily timbered. In order
to get to the timber we have been informed that
sidings will have to be put in to the extent, in
some places, of three or four miles.
Do you
know whether any provision has been made in
this estimate for putting in those sidings?

The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-They are not
in the Bill.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-\Ve had it from
J\fr. Benl th:lt he intended to put them in.

The Witness.-I cannot say positively, but I
am under the impression that no provision has
been made for sidings of that length.
Can you give the Committee a rough estimate
of what it would cost to put in sidings, of, say,
four or five miles, through country of that description at points along the line ?-As I have
not seen the country I am unable to give you any
information as to cost.
You were examined by the Railways Standing
Committee in reference to the Beech Forest district ?-Yes. I was examined on that line.

The Hon. F. STUART said he might
mention, for the information of the Committee, that saw-millers who desired to send
timber to Melbourne or any other place
would make these sidings themselves.
The ACTING CHAIR1JAN (the Hon.
J. BALFOUR).-I think it will be better to
allow Sir Henry Cuthbert to go on with his
questions.
, Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that Mr.
Stuart CQuid clear the matter up when the
evidence was concluded.
The Hon. F. STUART.-The honorable
member is in 2. sense misleading the Committee.
Sir HE:L\RY CUTHBERT said he
t1-1ought he was conducting the examination
of the wit.ness in a fair spirit.
He only
wanted to eljcjt the truth from him.
If
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he (Sir Henry Cuthbert) made any mistake;
it was open to the honorable member to deal
it up afterwards.
To the Witness.-You are reported as having
given a pretty general view of your opinion in
reference to the construction of railways, such as
the Beech Forest line, and I take it, such as the
Walhalla line will probably turn out to be. Let
me refresh your memory by reading this extract
from your evidence, in order to see whether
your views have undergone any change:"Speaking from a general point of view, I do
not think the construction of lines which it i!O
evident will be non-paying should be undertaken
at present.
If the Victorian railways
are to be made to pay their way-that is, to earn
their operating and maIntenance expenses and
interest and other charges in full-no more nonpaying lines should be built until much of the
land along the existing lines which is suitable,
and is, or can be, made available for closer settlement, is taken up for that purpose. There
are hundreds of thousands of acres of land along
existing lines suitable for growing grain or for
mixed farming, which should be utilized for these
purposes before money is expended to afford railway facilities to additional areas. The population of the State is practically stationary, and,
consequently, while so much suitable land is now
available, or can be made available, for closer
settlement, there is no occasion to build new lines
to develop r,ew territory."
Those were the views you expressed not very
long ago.
Are they still your views?-They
are.
Do you consider that this P~'oposed line from
Moe to 'Walhalla will be a productive and good
paying line ?-I think I may perhaps save some
time if I am allowed to make a statement. The
present Commissioners were appointed in June,
1903. The question of the construction of the
Moe-'Yalhalla line has only recently arisen. It
is not one of the lines on which they have ever
reported. The report on that line was made in
the year 1900, I think, the information-or some
of it-having been gathered in the preceding
year.; and the knowledge of the present Commissioners is confined to what appears in the report then made, and in the evidence given at the
time. vVe have not been over the country; we
have never been requested to look into the advisability of constructing this line, and we therefore cannot be expected to express any opinion
either as to its cost of construction, cost of working and maintenance, or the probable revenue.
So that you are in this position, that you cannot give any assurance to the House as yet. until
you do sec and judge for yourself, as to whether
it will be a paying line or not ?-I cannot.
Have you conferred with your brother Commissioners relative to this line?' My object is
to shorten the examination as much as possible,
because if you have ascertained that they concur
in your views it will be unnecessary for us to
call them ?-I think I am safe in saying that
they can give you no more information on the
subject than I can, for although Mr. Fitzpatrick
was here in 1<)00, he did not make a report on
the line, nor has he ever visited the locality.
In constructing, this line, if it would take
£1.10,000 to construct, including £14,000 for
rolling-stock, what rate of interest would be
charged to the Railw:ays Commissioners nowadays
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on that capital ?-It depends whether the line is
built out of surplus funds, or out of loan moneys.
If built out of loan moneys, and the rate of interest is not higher than the average rate on the
present railways debt, it would be 3'84 per cent.
I think that in the last loan conversion the interest on that money, much of which was allocated to the railways, figures out at about the
same rate. If built out of surplus funds I am
unable to answer your question, because the rate
of interest will, I presume, be fixed by the Government, having regard to what money is costinf!
at the time-if, indeed, any interest whatever
would be charged, the funds being provided out
of surplus, much of which was earned by the
railways.

J.

The Hon.

STERNBERG:

You say you cannot express an opmlOn on this
line, because it was decided upon before the
present Commissioners took office. Are not the
officers who then reportf'fl on the line still officers
of the Department ?-Two of them are, I know;
I cannot say as to the others. I know that Mr.
Lochhead, the present Chief Traffic Manager,
made a report, and he was accompani.ed in his
visit to the locality by Mr. 'Yalton, an engineer
in the construction branch. Mr. 'Yalton is now
in the service in another capacity; Mr. Lochhead, while he made a written report, was never
examined by the Railways Standing Committee
on the subject.
But still, those are the reports that you are
relying upon ?-No, sir, I am not relying on any
reports.
"Yell, you are accepting those reports ?-N 0,
sir.
Are those officers competent? Are not these
the men upon whom you rely under similar circumstances ?-I would say they are competent to
report on such a subject, but I wish to say that
that report was made four years ago, when the'
conditions may have been different, and when
perhaps the views held by the officers of the
Railway Department and the Commissioners were
somewhat different; and that therefore I am not
expressing an oRinion one way or th.e -other. because the present Commissioners have had no
opportunity to look into the matter as it should
be looked into, if they are to express an opinion.

The

ROll.

D. E.

nJcBRYDE:

Are you in favour of narrow-gauge railways
as a general rule ?-It depends.
In this case I think you are quite competent
to give an opinion, or at least I should imagine
so from your replies ?-I have not seen the country, but I may say that if it is country of the
same character as the Beech Forest line, and if
a large volume of traffic was never to be anticipated. the narrow-g::mge line would be the better
line, because the cost of construction would be
considerably increased if a broad-gauge line was
built.

The Hon.

J.

G.

AIKMAN:

In the event of this line not paying working ex!1enses would you still keep it open?-There is a
section in one of the present Railway Acts which
provides that in the event of any new line being
built after the passage of that Act, and not paying working expenses, the cleficit shall be made
good by Parliament to the Railways Commissiol)ers. Under those circumstances if the deficit

.INDEX.
"V'

<:» L B .

1 0

10B,

LEG I S L A ~' I V E

ABBOTT, Hon. J. H. (Bendigo Prov.).-Introduced and sworn, 860.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2448, 2456, 2512,2513,
26 92.
Examination of Mr. Norman, Chief Engineer
of Way and Works, at Bar, II76.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 1267.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1905,
1907, 1908, 1909, '1981, 2028, 2°33, 2036,
20 37, 2°44, 208 7, 27°3., 27 06 .
Railway Department-New Regulations re
Excursion Trains, 1316, 1319.
Sunday Opening of Public Library, &c., 2610.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street Railway Station, 889, 996, 999; Bendigo Art
Gallery, 1091; SUJ1Dury Waterworks, 19°2;
Walhalla Railway, 1155.
University Bill, 2313.
(Death announced, and adjournment of the
House in consequence, 2922-3.)
Abruzzi, Duke of the-Accommodated with a
chair on the floor of the House, 1096.
Addresses to the Governor-In reply to His Excellency's speech on opening Parliament,
15; welcoming His Excellency to Victoria,
33; requesting transmission to Secretary of
State for the Colonies of joint resolution re
attack by Russian Baltic fleet on North Sea
trawlers, 2686.
Adiournments of the House-In consequence of
the death of Mr. Gray, M.P., 413-4; subject of adjournments of the House discussed, 774; over "Cup" holidays, 2520;
in consequence of the death of Mr. Abbott,
M.P., 2922-3. (See also Motion for the Adjourmnent oj the House.)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read
first time, 1869j passed through remaining
stages, 2707.
AIKMAN, Hon. J. G. (Melb. West Prov.)
Acting Chairman of Committees, 1170.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2380, 2381, 2382.
Closer Settlement BilI", 2253, 2287, 2616.
Examination of Public Officers at the Bar,
1090; Mr. Tait, II44; Mr. Norman, 1146,
II47; Mr. Black, II48, II53.
Governor's Speech, 62.
Instruments Act Further
Amendment Bill,
1269.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 1099.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3308.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2046,
2050, 208 5.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-men,
133 8, 1368 , 1370, 15 22 .
.SES. Ig04.-a.

9.

COUNCIL.

AIK)IAN, Hon. J. G. (continued)St. Kilcla and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3111.
Surplus Revenue Bill-'Valhalla Railway,
1014, 1017, 1018, 108$, 1087, II61, 1256.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Purchase of
Dredge, 3252, 3253; Erection of Cool Store
at Doncaster, 3252.
Alexandra Park Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 1848; passed
through remaining st~es, 2777.
Appropriation Bill-ReceIved from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 2964; second
reading, 3029; considered in Committee,
3030; read third time, 3035.
Artificial Manure Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 2069;
second reading moved by Mr. Pitt, 2376;
Bill read second time, 2380; considered in
Committee, 2380; read third time, 2383.
Assent to Bills, 280, 939, 1320, 1507, 1903, 2227,
249 8, 29 64, 3 16 7, 3337·
Hon. W. L. (N. Prov.)
Closer Settlement Bill, 210I~ 2447, 2455, 2456~
2502, 2506, 2507, 2510, 25 12 , 25 13, 2514,
25 17, 2615, 2688, 2689, 2691, 2692, 2693,
2694, 26 96, 27 00 , 2701 , 29 66 , 2967.
Constable Roger Trewick, 1316.
Constitution Act Ig03 Amendment Bill, 1586.
Examin:1fion of 1'.11'. Black, District Surveyor,
at Bar, II 54 ; M1'. Norman, II79, II82;
1fr. Tait, II87.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bili,
3 1 7 1 , 3 1 75.
Factories and Sho]Js Acts Amendment Bill,
3 235.
Governor's Speech, 107.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 163.
Local Government Act 1903 j\menclment Bill
(No.2), 1267.
Mines Acts Further Amen(l!~'~nt Bill, 1799,
1865, 1920, 1921~ 1979, Il;Sr, 2028, 2029,
2030, 2031, 2032, 203~, 2~~6, 2044, 2047,
2048, 2050, 2051, 2090, 2117, 2119, 2121,
2122, 2125, 2706, 2767, 2769, 2i70, 2771,
277 2, 2971.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 750.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, lIOO, IIOI.
Railway Department-Carriage of Grain and
Coal, 64, 65; New Regulations re Excursion
Trains, 1318; I-lours of Engine-men, 1521,
15 8 5.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill, No.
2), 3166.
Real Property Bill, 470, 472, 2775.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3167.
Stamps Acts Amendment Dill, 1265 .

BAILLIEU,

(2)

INDEX.

BAILLIEU, Hon. W. L. (contznued)Statistics Collection Bill, 689, 690, 692.
Surplus Revenue Bill-\Velshpool Tramway,
773; Flinders-street H.ailway Station, 883;
Walhalla Railway, 1011, 1159.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250; Compensation for Closing of Hotels o£ North Melbourne, 3253; Construction of Rolling-stock,
3 2 53.
University Bill, 2313.
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 1587.

Bendigo Province, Representation of-Death of
Mr. Gray announced, 413; election of Mr.
Abbott announced, 860; Mr. Abbott introduced and sworn, 860; death of Mr. Abbott announced, 2922. .Bill discharged from the Paper.-Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 2964.
Bill ordered to be read a sec.ond time "this day
month "-Factories and Shops Acts AmendmenT: Bill, 3249.
Bill ordered to be read a second time" this day
six months "-Constitution Ac1 1903 Amendment Bill, 1586.
Bill rejected on second reading.-Tied Houses
Abolition Bill, 1976.

BALFOUR, Hon. JAMES (East Yarra Prov.)
Address of \Velcome to the Governor 33.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2380, 2382.
'
Attendance of Minister of Railways in Coun- BROWN, Hon. J. D. (Nelson Prov.)
Examination of Mr. Norman, Chief Engineer
cil Chamber, 771.
of Way and 'Works, Victorian Railways,
Closer Settlement Bill, 2243, 2433, 2434,
at Bar, 1179; of Mr. Tait, 1186.
2439, 25 00 , 25 08 , 25 09, 25 10 , 2616, 261 7,
G~vernor's Speech, 104.
2622, 2623, 2624, 2690, 2694, 2696, 2700,
Mmes Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1801,
27 02 , 296 5, 29 6 7.
185&, 1859, 1861, 1866, 1908, 191j, 1921,
Death of Mr. Abbott, M.P., 2922.
1980 , 1984, 1986 , 1988 , 19 891 1990 , 199 1,
Election of President, 2.
2028, 2029, 2030, 2031, 2032, 2033, 2034,
Examination of Public Officers at the Bar,
2036, 2038, 2042, 2049, 2082.
logo.; Mr. Norman, 1178; Mr. Tait, 1187.
Po!ice Offences Act Amendment Bill, 754.
Factones and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
Ratlway Department-Hours of Engine-men,
32 46 .
15 84.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3174.
Bill, 3110.
Governor's Speech, 39.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Welshpool Tramway,
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
77 2, 773; Flinders-street Railway Station,
Bill, 237 2, 2374.
874; Walhalla Railwax, 1084.
Income Tax Bill, 2984.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Purchase of
Inebriates Bill, 2826, 2830, 3035, 3036, 3037,
Dredge, 3251, 3252.
3038, 3039.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 563.
Butter Industry Commission-Questions by Mr.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 164.
McBryde, 861.
Licences Renewal Bill, 2310.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
CAIN, Hon. WILLIAM (Melb. Prov.)
(No·3), 13 6 5, 1366.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2380, 2381, 2382, 2383'
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1863,
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council
1981, 2028, 2031, 2038, 2042, 2045, 2047,
Chamber to explain Bills, 1850'
2078, 2089, 2090, 2117, 2118, 2120, 2121,
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2520.
2~27, 27 6 7, 27 6 9, 297 1, 227.5·
Church of England Law Further Amendment
PolIce Offences Act Amendmel!t Bill, 97,166,
Bill, 3177, 3178.
75 6 , 7S7, 13 28 , 2964.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2241, 2434, 2435, 2453,
Railway Department-Carriage of Live Stock,
24.54, 2499, 25 00 1 25 02 , 25 03, 25 0 5, 25 0 7, 25 08 ,
31; Hours of Engine-men, 1369, 1370, 1371.
2SJI, 2614, 2620, 2623, 2626, 2691, 2692,
I~ulings as Acting Chairman-Amendments in2693, 2696, 2968 .
creasing proposed. Expenditure, 762, 763.
Examination of Mr. Tait at Bar, 1145.
Russian Baltic Fleet, 2687.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
Scripture Lessons in STare Schools-Referen. 3 1 74.
dum, 3030.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
Sunday Opening of Public Library, &c.,
3 2 49.
2607, 2611.
Governor's Speech, I I I.
Sunday Traffic on the Railways, 2763, 2824.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Surplus Revenue Bill, 704, 1251; FlindersBill, 2373.
street Railway Station, 881, 940, 995; WalIncome Tax Bill, 2981, 2983, 2984.
halla Railway, 1086, I2SI.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3308, 3310, 3311.
Tied Houses Abolition Bin, 1806, 1970, 1976.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1926.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1866,
2374·
190 7, 1908 , 19 21 , 1979, 1983, 1987, 1990,
Transfer of Land Bill, 2185.
199 1, 2029, 2034, 2039, 204 1 , 2043, 2 044,
\Vild Dogs Act 1901 Revival and Continuance
2045, 2048, 2080, 2090, 2118, 2127, 27°6,
Bill, 1365.
27 64, 2976.
Railway Carriage of Coal, 65.
Ballarat Water
Commission Bill-Received
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
2), 3164.
time, 3087; passed through remaining
Railways Special Funds AEplication Bill, 3305.
stages, 3168.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
Baltic Fleet.
(See Russian Baltic Fleet.)
3 112 .
Bar, Examinations at.
(See Examination of
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
Public Officers at the Bar.)
30 97.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

CAIN, Hon. WILLIAM (conti1zued)Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street Railway
Station, 871, 997; Walhalla Railway, 1085.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2375, 237 6 .
University Bill, 2313.
'Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
33 00 :
Carrum Advances Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and passed through all its stages,
1803-5.
Casting Vote of the President-On the question
of the appointment of Dr. Embling as Acting Chairman of Committees, 1171; on the
question of recommittal of Surplus Revenue
Bill, 1249.
Casting Vote of Acting Chairman of Committees (the Hon. J. Balfour)-On item
"Walhalla Railway," in Surplus Revenue
Bill, 1248.
Cemetery, Northern Suburbs. (See Northem
Suburbs Cemetery Bill.)
CHAIRMAN OF CO!ln.UTTEES (the Hon. N. FitzGerald)-Rulings and Statements ofCloser Settlement Bill, 2435, 2514, 25 15, 2518,
2519, 2620, 2702.
Debate-Use of the \Vord "Dodge," 3169.
Income Tax Bill, 2984.
Letters Read by Members, 2079.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2073,
2117·
Suggestions in Bills to Legislative Assembly,
944, 99 8, 25 18 , 29 84.
Thanks to Members on Return after Illness,
18 58 .
\Valhalla Railway, 1081.
Chairman of Committees-Mr. FitzGerald reelected Chairman, 14.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill-Received fro'n Legislative Assembly,
and read first tinie, 2978; second reading,
3175; considered in Committee, 3176; read
third time, 3178.
Clerk of the Parliaments-Congratulations on
being knighted, 2831.
Closer Settlement-Question by Mr. Ritchie re arrears of purchase money, 1969.
Closer Settlement Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 1806;
second reading moved by Mr. Sachse, 2130;.
debate adjourned, 2138; resumed, 2227;
again adjourned, 2253; resumed, 2287; Dill
read second time, 2309; considered in
Committee, 2432, 2499, 2611, 2687; reported
to the House with two suggested amendments
to Legislative Assembly, 2703; message from
Legislative Assembly intimating that they
had made the suggested amendments, 2772;
Bill read third time, 2Z72; message from
Legislative Assembly intimating disagreement with some of Council's amendments,
2922; message dealt with, 2964; message
from Legislative Assembly insisting on consequential amendment made by Assembly in
clause 22 of Bill, 3.087; message dealt with,
3 157; message from Legislative Assembly
transmitting amendment recommended by the
Governor, 3337; amendment agreed. with,
3337·
a

2

(3)

Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read
first time, 2431; passed through remaining
stages, 2519-20.
Commissioners-Their Honours the Chief Jus.
tice and Mr. Justice a'Beckett attend as
Commissioners to open Parliament, I.
Committees (Permanent)-Appointed, 31, 33.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I)-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and passed
through all its stages, 63-6.~.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 860; passed through ~emaining stages,
1078-9' Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 3)-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and passed
through all its stages, 1508.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and passed
through all its st~ges, 2091.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 5)-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 2499; second readtng moved by Mr.
Pitt, 2607; debated, 2607; Bill read second
time and passed through remaining stages,
2611.
Constitution Act 1903 Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Evans, and read first time, 97
second reading moved by Mr. Evans, 1320;
debated, 1323; debate adjourned, 1328;
amendment by Mr. Melville that the Bill
be read a second time "this day six months,"
1586; amendment carried, 1586.
CROOKiE, Hon. E. J. (Gippsland Prov.)
Closer Settlement Bill, 2304, 2433, 2438, 2456,
25 0 7.
Income Tax Bill, 2982.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1925.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2083,
2090, 2125, 2128, 2977.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3169.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3106.
Statistics Collection Bill, 685.
Surplns Revenue Bill, 990; \Valhalla Railway,
II63, 117 0 .
"Cup Day"-Question by iMr. ;Melville re
State School holiday on "Cup Day," 2367.
Hon. MARTIN (N. Prov.)
Adjournments of the House, 774,' 77 5·
Appropriation Bill, 3031. .
Artificial Manure Bill, 2381, 2382.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council Chamber to explain Bills, 1850.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2612, 2613, 2616, 2619,
2691, 2697, 27 02 .
Examination of Mr. Norman, Chief Engineer
of \Vay and \Vorks, Victorian Railways, at
Bar, 1182.
Governor's Speech, 114.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 237 2, 2374.
Inebriates Bill, 2828.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3309.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 1267.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1864,
1908, 1911, 19 21 , 2034, 2046, 2048, 2084,
2117, 2123, 2128, 2706, 2770, 2972.
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CUSSEN, Hon. MARTIN (continued)Numurkah Race-course Site Sale Bill, 1969.
Railway Department-New Regulations re
Excursion Trains, 1318; Hours of Enginemen, 1369.
Real Property Bill, 467, 469, 471, 472, 2774}
2776.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 1265, 1266.
Statistics Collection Bill, 689, 692.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
30 95.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 699; Welshpool Tramway, 773; Flinders-street Railway Station,
1001; 'Valhalla Railway, 1010.
Transfer of Land Bill, 2183.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 3091.

CUTHBERT, Sir HENRY (continued)Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 1098, 1264, 1266.
Statistics Collection Bill, 685, 688, 689, 691,
693, 1097.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 697, 990, 1248; Walhalla Railway, '767, 770, 860, 1004, 1015,
101 9, 10 79, 1081, 1088, 1157, 1168, 1171,
12 47, 1248; Flinders-street Railway Station,
886, 992, 999; Bendigo Art Gallery, 1091.
The Title of "Honorable "-Correspondence
with Colonial Office, 2762.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1970.
Transfer of Land Bill, 166, 561, 2178, 2184.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 3087.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
190 4.

CUTHBERT, Sir HENRY (Wellington Prov.)
Dairying Companies Act 1900 Further AmendAdjournments of the House, 289.
ment Bill-Received from Legislative AsAdministration and Probate Duties BiU, 2707.
sembly, and read first time, 1805; question
Appointment of Acting Chairman of Comby M,r .. Manifold, 1904; Bill passed through
mIttees, 1250.
remammg stages, 1922.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council
Chamber to explain Bills, 1849.
DAVIES, Hon. J. M. (Melbourne Prov.).-AttorCarrum Advances Bill, 1804.
ney-General and Solicitor-General.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Acting-Chairman of Committees, 1170, 1250.
Bill, 3177.
Address in Reply to Governor's Speech, 120.
Clerk of the Parliaments, 2831.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2289, 2433, 2449, 2454,
Address of Welcome to the Governor, 33.
24.56, 2615, 2616, 2617, 2618, 2621, 2622,
Adjournments of the House, 290, 774, 775,
2623, 262 4, 268 7, 2689, 26 90 , 2692, 26 94,
25 20 .
01
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1869,
27 , 27 02 , 29 66 , 2968, 296 9, 3 158.
Consolidated Revenue Rill (No.2), 1078, 1079.
27 0 7.
Appointment of Acting-President, 473, 682.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1508.
Appointment of Government Botanist, 2763.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2091.
Death of Mr. Gray, M.P., 413.
Appropriation Bill, 2.964, 3029, 3030, 303 L
Election 'of Chairman of Committees, 14.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2380.
Election as "Unofficial Leader" of the CounAttendance of Assembly Ministers in the Coun. cil, 159.
cil Chamber, 774, 1848, 1850; new Standing
Order, 2068.
Election of President, 3.
Ballarat Water Commission Bill, 3087, 3168.
Examination of Public Officers at the Bar of
Butter Industry Commission, 861.
Council, 1089, lOgO; Mr. Kernot, 1140; Mr.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1803, 1804, 1805.
Tait, 1I4~, 1144; Mr. Norman, 1145, 1176;
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Mr. Black, 1147, 1150, 1151, 1152.
Hansard-Reporting Evidence at the Bar,
Bill, 3177.
~
Clerk of the Parliaments, 2831.
1154·
Close of the Session, 3312.
Income Tax Bill, 29~0.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2i30, 243 2, 2435, 2455,
Inebriates Bill, 2826, 2830.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 159.
2457, 245 8, 25 0 4, 25 06 , 25 0 7, 25 10 , 25 16 , 25 18,
2519, 2613, 2615, 2618, 2619, 2620, 2621, 2622,
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 160,
2623, 2687, 2690, 2699, 27 01 , 2965, 2g67, 2969,
162, 164, 165, 474, 475·
3 1 59.
.
Leave of Absence to Mr. Campbell, 683.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2431,
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Act 1903
Amendment Bill, 683.
2519, 25 20 .
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 860, 1078,
Licences Renewal Bill, 2310.
10 79.
Min~s Acts Further Amendment Bill, 15 1 3,
Consoliclated Revenue Bill (No. 3), 1508.
IZ76, 1803, 18 58 , 18 59, 1869, 190 4, 19°.~,
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2091.
1906, 1907, 1909, 1910, 19 11 , 19 1 9, 197 8 ,
Constable Roger Trewick, IJI6.
1979, Ig82, 1983, 1984, 198 5, 1986, 1988,
Constitution Act 1.g03 Amendment Bill, 13 23,
12.90, 1991, 206g, 2082, 2118, 2128, 27 0 4,
1586.
2706, 2772, 2972.
" Cup" Day Adjournment, 2520.
PolIce Offences Act Amendment Bill, 753.
Dairying Companies Act 1900 Further AmendPublic Debt Conversion Bill, 1100.
ment Bill, 1905.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-men,
Death of Mr. Gray, M.P., 413; of Mr. AbI ~2I.
bott, M.P., 2922.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Dill (No.
Despatch of Business, .1178.
2), :n61, 3163.
Disorder at Election Meetings, 32.
Real Property Dill, 284, 287, 288, 289, 465,
Distinguished Visitors-Duc D' Abruzzi, 1096;
468, 469, 47 0 , 47 1, 47 2, 15 14, 1515, 15 16 ,
the Hon. 'V. H. James, ex-Premier of 'Vest
1519, 1~20, 2775.
ern Australia, 1507.
Russian Baltic Fleet, 2686.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 14·
St. Kilda Abattoirs Reserve Revocation Bill,
Election 1)£ President, .1.
282 5.
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DAVIES, Hon. l M. (continued)DAVIES, Hon. J. M. (continued)Election PetItion-Melbourne South Province,
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
6
2), 3087, 3160, 3164, '3165, 3166, 3167.
333 .
Examination of Public Officers at the Bar, 940,
Railways Special Funds Application Bill, 3304.
108g, logo; Mr. Black, 1148, 1152, 1154; Mr.
Railways Standing Committee, 1140.
Tait, 1184.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 458, 696.
Bill, 32.14.
Real Property Bill, 31, 281, 286, 287, 288, 289,
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
4 6 5, 466 , 46 7, 468, 46 9, 47 0 , 47 1, 47 2, 473,31 72 •
561, IS I 3, 15 14, 1515, ISI6, 15 17, 1518, 1520,
Fire Escapes, 3307.
1521 , 1869, 1870, 18g8, 18gg, IgOO, 2773, 2775,
Flinders-street Railway Station, 765, 861, 86g,
277 6 , 297 8 .
2
2
8
88
887, 888, 94 , 9 , 9 q, 99 , 998.
Refreshment-rooms, 63, 64·
Friday Sittings, 2626, 2687, 27i7, 3178.
Russian Baltic Fleet, 2686.
Gunbower Island Land'Reserve Revocation Bill,
St. Kilda Abattoirs Reserve Revocation Bill,
2686, 2824.
237 2.
Hansard-Repo::ting Evidence at Bar of CounSt. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
cil, 940, 1078, 1140, 1154·
3 108 .
Income Tax Bill, 2921, 2978, 2983, 2g84, 2g85.
Scripture Lessons in State Schools-ReferenIncrements to Teachers and Public Officers,
dum, 3030.
Sessional Arrangements-Days of Sitting, 33,
1140 , 12 46, 30 31.
2626, 2687; Appointment of Standing ComInebriates Bill, Ig04, 2825, 2830, 28 3 1, 30SS,
mittees, 33, 45 8 , 55 8 .
30 36 , 30 38 , 30 39.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 473, log7, 1261,
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill, 860,
1268, 126g, Ig02, 2186.
1265, 1266.
Statistics Collection Bill, 689, 6go, 695.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 14, 159, 160, 563,
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
IOg8, 1364.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 31, 160,
302 9, ~092, 3096 , 3337·
Sunday Labour-Fining of a Barber, 3301.
162, 163, 165, 473, 47S, 47 6 , 33 01 , 33 02 , 33°3,
Sunday Traffic on the Railways, 2763.
33 12 , 333 6 .
Supreme' Court Rules, 3086.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 330S, 3307, 3310,
Surplus Revenue Bill, SS8, 6g6, 7S 8 , 759, 9 88 ,
33 11 , 33 12 , 3337·
1248, 126o, 1271 ; Construction and Repairs of
Legal PractitioneLl
Reciprocity Act Ig03
Roads and Bridges, 761; Tooleybuc Water
Amendment Bill, 458, 683.
Scheme, 762, 763; 'Water Conservation and IrLicences Renewal Bill, 1806, 1923, Ig2S, 1926,
riO'ation, 764; 1fining Developmenc and Bor2309, 2310, 23 12 .
ing for Gold and Coal, 765; Flin~lers Street
Local Government Act Ig03 Amendment Bill
Railwav Station, 765, 861, 869, 887, 888, 942,
(No.3), 1366.
988, 989, 99 2, 998; Walhalla Railway, 76 7,
Mallee Survey Fees, 159.
771, 1007, 1011, 1015, 1018, 1081, 1084, 1158 ,
Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Site Sale Bill,
1162, 1168, 1247, 1251, 1252, 126o; Elwood
1806, 1926.
Swamp, 771; Port Melbourne Lagoon, 77 2 ;
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments Bill,
Welshpool Tramway, 77 2, 77.~·
.
308 7, 3 168 , 333 6 .
The Title of "Honorable "-Correspondence
Mines 'Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1364,
with Colonial Office, 2762.
15 08 , IS I 3, 1803, 1858, 1859, 1860, 1863, 1868,
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1973.
186g, 1905, 1906, Ig07, Ig08, IglO, IgII, 1913,
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
Ig18, Ig21, ]927, Ig80, Ig83, 1984, Ig85,
2227, 2374, 2376, 2607·
Ig87, Ig88, 198 9, Ig90, IggI, Igg2, 2028,
Transfer of Land Bill, 31, 165, 562, 1902, 21 78,
202g, 2030, 2031, 2032, 2°33, 2034, 203S,
2182, 2186.
2037, 20 38 , 2°39, 2040, 2041, 2°43, 2044,
Vacancy in the County Court Bench, 1508.
204S, 2046, 2047, 2048 , 2049, 2050, 20SI,
'Yater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
206g, 2070, 2086, 208~), 20g0, 20gl, 2116,
2964, 3089, 10 92, 1 16 7, 3300.
2117, 211g, 2120, 2122, 2123, 2124, 2128,
'Yharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
212 9, 27°3, 2704, 27 0 5, 27°6, 2764, 2768,
190 4.
2769, 2770, 277 1, 277 2, 2970, 2g7 1, 2g74,
2977, 297 8 .
Mining Development and BOling for Gold and Divisions-In the House-On Mr. Balfour's moCoal, 76S.
tio~ for second reading of Polic~ OfTences
Newport vVorkshops - Parliamentary Visit,
Act Amendment Bill, 757; on Mr. ,Davies'
45 8 .
motion for Council not to insist on its amendPolice-Extra duties imposed by Acts of Parment in the Juries Acts Amendment Bill,
liament, 1508.
1099; on Mr. Davies' motion for appointment
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 749, 757.
of Dr. Embling as Acting-Chairman of ComProposed Parliamentary Visit to the River
mittees, IIil, 1250; on Mr. Davies' motion
Murray, 1316.
for re-committal of Surplus Revenue Bill,
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 1100, 1101.
1249; on Mr. Melville's amendment (on Mr.
Railway Department-Carriage of Live Stock,
Evans' motion for the seco!lcl reading of the
32; Carriage of Wheat and Coal, 64, 65, 3°32;
Constitution Act 1903 Amendment Bill) that
Hours of Engine-drivers, 158, 459, 464, 748,
the Bill be read a second time "this day
13 28 , 133 8 , 13 68 , 1370, 137 1, 15 21 , 15 8S, 1'903,
six months," 1586; on Sir Henry CuthIQ76, 2115, 2177; Seymour Locomotive Shed
bert's motion for adjournment of debate on
Time-books, 1521; Salaries of' Officers, Ig04;
second reading of Carrum Advances Bill,
New Regulations re Excursion Trains, 1316,
1805; on Mr. Balfour's motion for second
13 17, 13 19·
reading of Tied-Houses Abolition Bill, 1976.i
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Divisions-In the House-(col1tinued)on Mr. Sachse's motion for not insisting on
Council's new clause in Closer Settlement
Bill disagreed with by the Assembly, 3160;
on Mr. Melville's amendment (on Mr. Sachse's
motion for second reading of Factories and
Shops Acts Amendment Bill) that the Bill be
read a second time" this day month," 3249.
Divisions-In Committee-On Mr. Melville's mo·
tion for reporting progress during consideration in Committee of Surplus Revenue Bill
(item Flinders·street Railway Station), 889;
on Mr. Aikman's motion for reporting ·pro·
gress during consideration in Committee of
same Bill (item Walhalla Raihvay), 1016;
on Sir Henry Cuthbert's motion for reporting
progress during consideration of item" "Val·
halla Railway," in schedule to Surplus Re·
venue Bill, 1089; on Mr. McBryde's motion
for reporting progress during discussion of
same item, 1163; on Mr. Sternberg's motion
for reporting progress, 1170; on item" \iV alhalla Railway," in Surplus Revenue Bill,
1248, 1260; on clause 65 of Mines Acts Furter Amendment Bill, 1868; on Mr. Sternberg's amendment in clause 52 of same Bill,
2036; on Mr. Brown's amendment in clause
53 of same Bill, 2038; on Mr. Manifold's
amendment in clause 60 of same Bill, 2046;
on Mr. Davies' amendments in same clause,
2089, 2090; on Mr. Baillieu's amendment in
same clause, 2119; on Mr. Davies' amend·
ments in same clause, 2121, 2122; on Mr.
Crooke's amendment in same clause, 2128;
on Sir Henry Cuthbert's proposed new clause,
2129; on Mr. Davies' motions for Council not
to insist on its amei1dments (disagreed with
by the Assembly) in clause 60 of same Bill,
2768, 2769, 2'978; on Mr. Harwood's amend.
ment in clause 5 of Closer Settlement Bill,
2453; on Mr. Harwood's amendment (suggested to Legislative Assembly) in clause 7
of same Bill, 2459; on Mr. Evans' amend·
ment in clause 21 of same Bill, 25II; on
Sir Henry Cuthbert's amendment in clause
37 of same Bill, 2624; on Mr. McLellan's
amendment in clause 38 of same Bill, 2625;
on Mr. Edgar's amendment in clause 44 of
same Bill, 2626; on Mr. Sachse's motion for
agreement with Assembly's amendment on
Council's amendment in clause 60 of same
Bill, 2968.
Dunoll v Land Reserve Revocation Bill-Received
from' Legislative Assembly, and read first
tirr!e, 1869; passed through remaining stages,
192 7.
EDGAR, Hon. 'iV. H. (Melbourne West Prov.)
Close of the Session, 3314.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2307, 2459, 2502, 2509,
25 11 , 2626, 2687, 2688, 2689, 2694.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, II43; of
Mr. Black, 1148.
Factories andl Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
32 48.

Governor's Speech, 20.
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land
Bill, 1922.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3309.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1924, 2309.
Mines :Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1867,
1868, 2048.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 755.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-men,
137 1, 15 21 1 15 64.

EDGAR, Hon. W. H. (continued)Real Property Bill, 2775.
St. Kilda ::md Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3 104.
Sunday Opening of Public Library, &c., 2608.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Port Melbourne Lagoon,

77 2 •
Walhalla Railway, 1009, 1013, 1087, 1253.
Working Men's College, 1093, 1096.
Election Meetings-Question by Dr. Embling
re disorder at election meetings, 32.
Election Petitions-Petition from Mr. George
Godfrey re election for Melbourne South
Province, referred to Elections and Quali.
fications Committee, 3336.
Elections and Qualifications Committee-Ap·
pointed, 31.
E:-IBLING, Hon. W. H. (Southern Prev.)
Appropriation Bill, 3030, 30 3 1, 3035.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2380, 2381, 2382.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council
Chamber to Explain Bills, 1849.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1805.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill, 3176, 31/i.
Close of the Session, 3313.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2232, 2433, 2434, 2437,
2454, 2457, 25 00 , 25 0 5, 2SII, 2612, 2615, 2619,
2621, 2623, 2624, 2689, 2690, 2692, 2693, 2696,
29 66 , 296 7.
Death of Mr. Gray, M.P., 414.
Disorder at Election Meetings, 32.
Examination of Public Officers at the Bar, 1090;
Mr. Black, II52, II53j Mr. Norman, 1181,
1182.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
3 1 7 1 , 3 1 75.
Governor's Speech, 43.
Gunhower Island Land Reserve Revocation Bill,
237 2, 2373·
Heating and Ventilation of State Parliament
House, 281.
Income Tax Bill, 2980.
I~spectors of Factories, 3031.
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill,
218 7.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 1099.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1924, 1926.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 18~q,
1864, 190 7, 1909, IQI3, 1920, 1921 , 19 86 ,
1988, 2075, 212 7, 27 6 7.
Police-Extra Duties Imposed by Acts of Par·
liament, 1507.
Police OiIences Act Amendment Bill, 753.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 1100, 1101.
Railway Department-Carriag6 of Grain and
Coal, 65; Hours of Engine.drivers, 464,
133 8 , 1368 , 1371, 1.185, 1978; New Regulations re Excursion Trains, 1317.
Railway Loan :Application Bill, 3170.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
Bill, 561.
Ruling as Acting Chairman-Making Second·
reading Speeches in Committee, 1154.
Seymour Locomotive Shed Time Books, 1521,
15 85.
.
Statistics Collection Bill, 684, 69 1, 693, 695,
10 96 , 1097.
Strathmerton Towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
30 94.
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EMBLING, Hon. W. H. (continued)Sunday Labour-Fining of a Barber, 3300.
Sunday Ol;lening of Public Library, &c., 2608.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 758, 763; Calf-Lymph
Depot, 1091, 1°92; Flinders-street Railway
Station, 869, 940, 9.94; Sunbury Waterworks, 1°93; Walhalla Railway, 1009, 1015,
1081, 1168, 1249; 'Working Men's College,
1°93, 1°94, 1096 ; :Amendments Increasing
Proposed Expenditure, 763.
Surplus Revenue Dill (No. 2)-Compensation
for Closing of Hotels at North Melbourne,
3 2 53.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2375·
'Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 3°92.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
237 0 .
EVANS, Hon. W. J. (Representative oj Public
Officers and Railways Officers.)
Appointment of Government Botanist, 2763.
Appropriation Bill, 3030, 3033·
Artificial Manure Bill, 2381. .
Carrum Advances Bill, 1805·
Closer Settlement Bill, 23°5, 244 1, 2458, 25 11 ,
2692, 26 99.
.
Constitution Act 1903 Amendment Bdl, 97, 1320,
1586.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, 114 2.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
3 173, 3 175.
.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bdl,
3 241.
Governor's Speech, 45·
Income Tax Bill, 2980, 2983, 29 84.
Incremen ts to Teachers and Public Officers,
1140, 3030 .
Inebriates Bill, 28 30, 3036 , 3037·
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 33 12 .
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 1268.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 18 59,
1860, 1867, 1907, 1983, 2027, 2028, 2030,
2041, 2043, 2047, 2078, 2706, 297°·
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 75 2.
Railway Department-Carriage of Grain and
Coal, 64, 65; Hours of Engine-drivers, 459,
558, 748, 1338, 1368, 1370, IS21, 1564, 1902 ,
1903, 1977, 211S; Construction and Repair
of Rolling-stock, 3033·
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3170.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 316S.
Railways Special Funds Application Bill, 3304.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
Bill, 560.
Real Property Bill, 472, ISI8, 2774·
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3 1oS·
Statistics Collection Bill, 687, 689, 690.
Sunday Opening of Public Library, &c., 2609.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 706; Port Melbourne
Lagoon, 772; Welshpool Tramway, 772;
Flinders-street Railway Station, 877, 889,
1000; 'Working Men's College, 1095; Walhalla Railway, 1011, 1088, II68.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
Cool Store at Doncaster, 32SO, 3 251.
Tramways Act Part IV. Amendment Bill, 237S.
University Bill, 23 1 3, 2314.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
3°9 1, 3°9 2.
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Executors Company's A~t· Further Amendment
Bill-Received from Legisl::).tive Assembly,
and read first time, 3178; Bill ruled by President to be a private Bill, and second reading postponed, 3254; motion by Mr. Sachse
for suspension of Standing Orders relating
to private Bills agreed to, 33°1; Dill read
second time and passed through remaining
stages, 3306.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment BillReceived from Legislative Assembly and read
first time, 3°35; second reading moved by
Mr. Pitt, 3170; amendment by Mr. Rees,
" that the Bill be read a second time this day
six months," 3171; amendment withdrawn,
3174; Bill read second time and passed
through remaining stages, 3174-5; message
from Legislative Assembly transmitting
amendment recommended by Governor, 3337;
amendment agreed with, 3337.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly and read
first time, 3087; second reading moved by
Mr. Sachse, 3231; 'debated, 3233; amendment by Mr. Melville, "That the Bin be
read a second time this day month," 3234;
amendment carried, 3049.
Fjre Escapes-Question by Mr. Sternberg, 3306.
FITZGERALD, Hon. NICHOLAS (S. Prov.)
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council
Chamber to explain Bills, 1849.
Clerk of the Parliaments, 2831.
Death of Mr. Gray, M.P., 413; of Mr.
Abbott, M.P., 2922.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 15.
Election of President, 2.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2372.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 162.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1924, 2312.
Rulings as Acting-President- Motion for Leave
of Absence to Members, 683; Discussing Subjects irrelevant to Question before the Chair,
699; Speaking Twice on Second Reading of a
Bill, 757.
'Water Acts Consolidation and.Amendment Bill,
30 9 2 •
(See Chairman oj Committees.)
Flinders-street Railway Station.
(See Surplus
Revenue Bill.)
Foxes Destruction Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 1563;
passed through remaining stages, 1900-1.
Frankston and Langwarrin Land Reserve Revocation Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 1869; passed
through remaining stages, 1927.
Frida,y Sittings-Notice given by Mr. Davies of
intention to move that during the remainder
of the session the House should meet on
Fridays, 2626; motion by Mr. Davies, in accordance with notice, agreed to, 2687; statement by Mr. Davies that it would not be
necessary to sit on Fridays, 2777.
Government Botanist-Questions by Mr. Evans re
appointment of a Government Botanist, 2763.
Governor, HIS Excellency the (Sir R. A. J.
Talbot, K.C.B.).-Speech on opening session,
12; motion by Mr. Stuart for committee to
prepare address in reply, IS; seconded by
M:r. Edgar, 20; debate adjourned, 23 i.
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Governor, His Exc~llency the-(continued)resumed by Mr. Melville, 34; continued by
Mr. Balfour, 39; Mr. McLellan, 41; Dr.
Embling, 43; Mr. Evans, 45; Mr. Rees, 50;
Mr. Sternberg, 55; Mr. Luxton, 56; Mr.
Miller, 58; Mr. 'Aikman, ;62; 'debate adjourned, 63; I1esumed by Mr: McDonald,
97;. continued by Mr. Harwood, 97; Mr.
Irvme, 100; Mr. Brown, 104; Mr. Baillieu,
107; Mr. Cain, III; Mr. Cussen, 114; Mr.
Gray, 117; address adopted, 120; His Excellency's reply, 158; address of welcome
to th,e Governor ado~ted, 33; I:Iis Excellency s reply, 158; HIS Excellency'S speech
on proroguing Parliament, 3337.
GRAY, Hon. W. B. (Bendigo Prov.)
Governor's Speech, 117.
(Death announced, 413.)
G..rnbower Island Land Reserve Revocation Bill
-Received from Legislative Assembly, and
read fir,st time, 2069; second reading, 2371-2;
considered in Committee, 2372; read third
time, 2374.
H ansard-'-Motions by Mr. Davies to accommodate Hansard reporter with seat at the table
to report evidence taken in Committee on
Surplus Revenue Bill, agreed to, 940, 1140;
statement by Mr. Davies re non-publication
in Ha1lsard of report of evidence, 1078;
oruer of the Honse for publication of evidence in Hansard, 1154.
HARWOOD, I-Ion. T. C. (S.-W. Prov.)
Adjournmen~s of the House, 774.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill, 3175, 3176, 3178.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2292, 2432, 2434, 2435,
244 2, 2457, 2459, 25 02 , 25 0 7, 25 08 , 25 0 9, 25 10 ,
25 11 , 25 12 , 25 13, 25 14, 2515, 2516, 2518, 2612,
2613, 2614, 2616, 2618, 2619, 2622, 2623, 2626,
2687, 2695, 26 98 , 27 01 , 29 64, 2966, 3 158 .
Examination of Mr. Tait, Chairman of Victorian Railways Commissioners, at Bar,
1I86.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 3306.
.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
3 1 71.
Factories and Shops Acts Ame:ldment Bill,
32 34.
Governor's Speech, 97.
Income Tax Bill, 2985.
Inebriates Bill, 2830, 3036, 3038, 3039.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 159, 563l 1098 .
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 161, 162,
163, 16 4, 475, 33 02 , 33 03.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1924, 1925, 19 26 , 2309,
23 10 .
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
(No.2), 1267.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1865,
1982, 2031, 2085, 212 3, 277 2 , 2971.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 749·
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 1I0I.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3306.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 3166.
Real Property Bill, 285, 286, 288, 289, 466 , 47 1,
1514, 1516, 1518, 15 21 , 18 70 , 2773, 2774,
2775, 277 6 , 2Q7 8.
St. Kilc1a and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3 107.

HARWOOD, Hon. T. C. (continued)Statistics Collection Bill, 692, 694, 696.
Sunday Opening of. Public Library, &c., 2609.
Surplus Revenue BIll, 705, 759; Construction
and Repair of Roads and Bridges, .,61;
Tooleybuc Water Scheme, 763; Flindt:sstreet Railway Station, 880, 941, 991; Wa:halla Railway, 1086, II60; Bendigo Art Gallery, logo.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Construction of
~olling-stock, 3252; Compensation for CloslUg of Hotels at North Melbourne, 3252.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1975.
Transfer ot Land Bill, 2181.
" Honorable," The Title of-Correspondence read
by Mr. Davies with reference to the retention
of the title of " Honorable" by certain member.,; of the Legislative Council, 2762; correspondence ordered to be inserted in the
records of the House, 2762.
IRVINE, Hon. H. 'V. H. (Nelson Prov.)
Boring for Gold and Coal, 63, 64.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2446, 2456.
Examination of Mr. Black, District Surveyor,
at Bar, II54.
Governor's Speech, 100.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1782,
1868.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street Railway
Station, 871; 'Valhalla Railway, 1082, 1251,
12 52 •
Income Tax Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 2921; second
reading moved by Mr. Davies, 2978; debated, 2980; Bill read second time, 2983;
considered in Committee, 2983; read third
time, 2985.
Increments. (See Public Servz"ce.)
Inebriates Bill-Received from Legisl::ttive Assembly, and read first time, 1904; second
reading moved by Mr. Davies, 2825; debated, 2826; Bill read second time, 2830;
considered in Committee, 2830, 3035; Bill
read third time, 3039.
Instruments Act Further Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Davies, and read first
time, 86o; second reading, 1268-9; considered in Committee, 1269;. read third
time, 1270; returned from Legislative Assembly with an an1endment, 1586; order of
the day for consideration of Assembly'S
amendment postponed, 1902; amendment
agreed to, 2186-7.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Davies, and read first time, 14; second
reading, 159;
considered in Committee,
159; read third time, 16o; returned from
Legislative Assembly with an amendment,
45 8 ; amendment dealt with, 563-4; message from Legislative Assembly, intimating
disagreement with amendment made by
Council on amendment of Assembly, 708;
amendment insisted on, 1099; message from
Legislative Assembly, intimating that they
had agreed to Council's amendment with an
amendment, 1315; Assembly's amendment
agreed to, 1364.
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Justices
Act
Further
Amendment
BillBrought in by Mr. Davies, and read first
time, 31; second reading moved by Mr.
Davies, 160; debated, 160; Bill read second
time, 162; considered in Committee, 162,
473; read third time, 4Z6; returned from
Legislative Assembly with amendment!:~
3231; amendments dealt with, 3301; message from Legislative Assembly, intimating
that they had agreed with Council's amendment in clause H with an amendment and a
consequential amendment, 3312; Assembly's
amendment agreed with, 3312; amendments
recommended by the Governor agreed with,
333 6 .
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LUXTON, Hon. THOMAS (Melb. South Prov.)
Closer Settlement Bill, 249, 2504.
.
Death of Mr. Abbott, M.P., 2923.
Examination of Mr. Norman, Chief Engineer
of Way and Works, Victorian Railways,
at Bar, 1181.
Governor's Speech, 56.
Income Tax Bill, 2983.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1801,
190 5, 1906 , 1979, 1982 , 20 32, 20 33, 2035,
2038, 204 2, 20 75, 2764.
Real Property Bill, 471.
SL Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3111.
.
Sunday Opening of Public Liqrary, &c., 26II.

Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land Mallee Survey Fees-Question oy Mr. Rees,
Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly,
15 8 .
and read first time, 1805; passed through
remaining stages, 1921-2.
McBRYDE, Hon. D. E. (S.-E. Pr07).)
Land-Question by Mr. l~ees, re number of apArtificial Manure Bill, 2382.
plications to Lands Department for land
Closer Settlement Bill, 21..39, 2454, 2503.
similar to that to be dealt with under the
Examination of Mr. Tait at Bar, II44; of Mr.
closer settlement scheme, 2431.
Black, II53.
Land Acts Amendment Bill-Received from
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
Legislative Assembly! and read first time,
3 1 74, 3 1 75.
3305; second reading moved by Mr. Davies,
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
3307; debated, 3307; Bill read second time,
Bill, 2373.
3310; considered in Committee, 3310; read
Inebriates Bill, 3037, 3039.
third time, 3312; message from LegislaLand Acts Amendment Bill, 3308, 3310.
tive Assembly, transmitting amendment reLeave of Absence to Mr. Campbell, 683, 2498.
commended by the Governor, 3337; amendMines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2084,
ment agreed with, 3::n7.
212 4, 212 7, 297 1.
Legal
Practitioners
Reciprocity
Act
1903
Railway Department-Hours of Locomotive
Amendment Bill-Received from the LegisDrivers, 158, 463, 1369'
lative Assembly, and read first time, 458;
Railways L'aws Further Amendment Bill (No.
passed through remaining st::lges, 683'
2), 31q5.
Legislative Council-Statement by Sir Henry
SL Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Cuthbert, 1'e his election as "unofficial
Bill, 3102.
leader" of the Council, 159.
Statistics Collection Bill, 686.
Library Committee-Appointed, 33.
Surplus
Revenue Bill-Tooleybuc
'Water
Licences Renewal Bill-Received from LegisScheme, 763; Flinders-street Railway Stalative Assembly, and read first time, 1806;
tion, 873, 998; \Valhalla Railway, 1010,
second reading moved by Mr. Davies, 1923;
1085, II61, 1162; 'Working Men's College,
debated, 1924; Bill read second time, 1924;
1095.
considered in Committee, 1924, 2309; read
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
third time, 2310; amendments after third
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250; Purchase of
reading, 2310, 2312.
Dredge, 3261.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
237 6 .
LITTLE, Hon. VVILLIS (1'·/.-E. Prov.)
\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
Closer Settlement Bill, 2306.
30 9!.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, 1143; of
Mr. Black, 1149, I154·
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2117, McDONALD, Hon. J. Y. (Wellington Prov.)
Close of the Session, 3313.
2706.
Closer Settlen~ent Bill, 2446, 2456.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-men,
Factories and Snops Act 1903 Amendment
13 6 9.
Bill, 3 172, 3174.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street .RailGovernor's Speech, 63, 97.
way Station, 1001 j \,yalhalla Railwa'y,
Juries Act Amendment Bill, 159.
1016, 1089; Connexion between CollingLand Acts Amendment Bill, 3308.
wood and Whittlesea Railway Lines, 1092.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1782,
1858, 1859, 1866, 1906, 1911, 1920, 1981,
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
1984, 1989, 1990, 2028, 2029, 2032, 2033,
(No. 2)-·Received from Legislative Assem20:)6, 2037, 2038, 2041, 2087, 2127, 2129,
bl y, and read first time, 748; second read27 67.
ing, 1267; considered in Committee, 1268;
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill. 753.
read third time, 1268.
Real Property Bill, 2775.
Surplus Revenue BilT-Walhalla Railway,
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
108 5.
(No. 3)-Received from Legislative AssemTied Houses Abolition Bill, 1975.
bly, and read first time, 1101; second read\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
ing, 1365-6; considered in Committee, 1366;
Bill, 3092.
read third time, 1367.
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Han. ADAM (Mell;. East Prov.)
Closer Settlement Bill, 2298, 2434, 2438, 2519,
2624, 2700.
Constitution Act 1903 Amendment Bill, 1327.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, 1142; of
Mr. Norman, 1146.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 2 46 , 3 2 49.
Governor's Speech, 41.
Income Tax Bill, 2981.
Inebriates Bill, 2828.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1860,
1867, 2040, 2043, 2088, 2976.
Police Offences Act· Amendment Bill, 750.
Railway Department~Carriage of Grain and
Coal, 63, 64; Hours of Engine-drivers, 462,
1369; Salaries of Railway Officers, 1903,
190 4.
.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,

McLELLAN,

3 1 °3.

Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, I.I71; second
reading moved by Mr. Pitt, 1270; debate
adjourned, 1271; Bill read second time, and
passed through remaining stages, 1338.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Wharfage Rates-Return ordered on motion of Mr. Manifold,
2II5·
Melbourne
Lands
Exchange
Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 3231;j passed through remaining
stages, 3305.
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments BillReceived from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 3087:; passed through remaining stages, 3168;- message from Legis~
lative Assembly, transm.itting amendment
recommended by the Governor,
3336;
amendment agreed with, 3336.

Surplus Revenue Bill-Walhalla Railway, II62.
Han. DONALD (Mell;. North Prov.)
Appropriation BiIl, 3032.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council
Chamber to Explain Bills, 1848.
Beech Forest Railway, II61, 1255.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2130, 2138, 2227, 2444,
2458, 2501, 2689, 2690, 2691, 2694, 2698, 27 02 .
Constitution Act 1903 Amendment Bill, 1328,
15 86 .
Examination of Public Officers at the Bar, 939;
of Mr. Black, 1I52, 1I54; Mr. Norman,
1I71; Mr. Tait, II82.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Bill, 3 173, 3174.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 2 33.
Governor's Speech, 23, 24.
Income Tax Bill, 2g81Inebriates Bill, 2829, 2830, 3037.
Lands Acts Amendment Bill, 3307, 3310.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.3), 1365, 1365.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1860,
2087, 2126, 2128, 2972.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 167, ,748.
Proposed Parliamentary Visit to the River
Murray, 1316.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, ~306.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-drivers,
464, 13.17, 1368; Carriage of Grain, 3032.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3169, 3170.
Railwavs Law,> Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 3-164, 3165, 3166:
Railways Special Funds Application Bill, 3304.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
Bill, 559, 560 , 56 1.
Real Property Bill, 473, 15 14, 1520.
St. Kilda and Brighton E[ectric Tramway Bill,
3098 .
State School Holiday on Cup Day, 2367.
Statistics Collection Bill, 684, 688, 690, 695.
Strathmerton Towards Tocumwill Railway
Bill, 3093.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 702, 758, 759, 988 1 989;
\Vorking Men's College, 109.3'; Tooleybuc
'Water Scheme, 762, 764; Flinders-street
Railway Station, 765, 766, 866, 870, 884, 888,
88q, 9.19, 940, 943, 988 , 99 1, 997, 909; Walhalla Railway, 769, 1010, 1017, 1084, 1088;
I155, 1168, 1171, 1258; Calf Lymph Depot,
IOq2; Connexion between Collingwood' and
Whittlesea Railway Lines, 1092; Sunbury
Waterworks, 1092.
.

MELVILLE,

Han. W. S. (W. Prov.)
Artificial Manure Bill, 2380.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council Chamber to explain Bills, 1850.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2245~ 2434, 2436,
245 2, 2454, 25 02 , 2506, 25 12 , 25 13, 25 14,
25 15, 25 17, 2519, 2614, 26"17, 2618, 2621,
262 5, 268 7, 26 93, 26 94, 296 5, 2966 , 3 159.
Dairying Compames Act 1900 Further Amendment Bill, 1904.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, 1142; of
Mr. Norman, 1I46, lIn, 1I81; Mr. Black,
115 2 .
-.
Justices Act Further Amendment> Bill, 164.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3307, 3310.
Leave of Absence to Mr. Ritchie, 459; Illness
of Mr. Ritchie, 1259.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1926, 2309.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 1267, 1268.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1793,
190 9, 19 88 , 20 44, 20 45, 20 46, 20 47, 20 49,
20 50 , 20 5 1, 2070, 20 71, 2090, 2091, 21I7,
21I9, 2120, 2121, 2122, 2123, 2705, 2706,
27 63, 27 64, 27 6 5, 2768, 2nO, 2n l , 2772,
29(0, 2976, 2978.
Poisonous Chemicals used in Mining, 1564.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 754.
Police Superannuation Fund~ 63, 64.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-men,
1368.
Railways Special Funds Application Bill,
33 0 5.
Real Property Bill, 286, 287, 288, 467, 468,
471St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3106.
Statistics Collection Bill, 690, 691, 1096.
Surplus Revenue Bill-\Velshpool Tramway,
773; Flinders-street Railway Station, 889,
q96; \Valhalla Railway, 1009, 1082, 1089;
Calf Lymph Depot, 1091.
Transfer of Land Bill, 2183.
\Vharfage and Harbors Rates, 2069, 2115, 2431.
\Vharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
23 67, 23 6 9, 237 0 .

MANIFOLD,

Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Site Sale BillReceived from' Legislative Assembly, and
read fitst time, 1806; passed through remaining stages, 1926-7.
.
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MELVILLE, Hon. DONALD (continued}: Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 19.74.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2374·
Transfer of Land Bill, 562, 563, 2180, 2185,
2186.
Vacancy in the County Court Bench, 1508.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
30 9 1 , 30 9 2 .
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 1587.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
2371.
Members, Absence of-Leave of absence granted
to Mr. Ritchie, 459; Mr. Campbell, 683,
249 8.
Members, Deaths of, Announced-Hon. 'V. B.
Gray, 413; Hon. J. H. Abbott, 29 22 ..
Members, New, Introduced and Sworn-Members returned at the general election, 2, 14,
31; Mr. Abbott, 860.'
Members, Retirement of-Letter from
the
Clerk, re date of retirement of members returned unopposed, 280; letter referred to
Standing Orders Committee, 281; statement by President, that Standing Orders
Committee recommended that dates of retirement of members elected for "a province
without opposition should be determined by
lot, 458; drawing of lots to fix dates of retirement proceeded with, 558.
MILLER, Hon. EDWARD (East Yarra Prov.)
Aborigines, 63.
Ballarat Water Commission Bill, 3168.
Boring for Gold and Coal, 63.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2241, 2433, 2434, 2442,
2454, 245 6 , 25 01 , 25 0 5, 25 14, 296 7.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, 1I42; Mr.
Tait, II45, II86; Mr. Norman, 1I80.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
3 1 75.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 2 47.
Governor's Speech, 58.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2373.
Income Tax Bill, 2980, 2983, 2985.
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill, 2187.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 1099.
Justices Ad Further Amendment Bin, 164,
33°3·
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land
Bill, 1922.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3308, 33II, 3312.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1924, 1926.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bm, 1795.
1859, 1861, 1866, 1909, 1988, 1989, 2032,
2040, 2041, 2047, 2081, 212 7, 2769, 2971'
Police Offences Act Amendment. Bill, 755.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 1100, 1I0!.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-men,
1369, 1370, 15 22 , 15 82 .
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3169.
Railways Special Funds Application Bill,3305.
Real Property Bill, 467, 471, 47 2, 473, 2774,
277 6 .
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3 1 °5.
Statistics Collection Bill, 690, 696.
Strathmerton Towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
30 96 .
Surplus Revenue Bill, 699, 758, 759, 763, 1248;
Construction and Repairs of Ro£ds and

MILLER, Hon. EDWARD (co1ztinued)Bridges, 760; 'Vater Conservation and Irrigation, 765; Welshpool Tramway, 773; Flinders-street Railway Station, 8Z2, 995, 998,
1000; Walhalla R,,-ihvay, 1010, 1016 1 1161;
II 70, 1260; Sunbury "\Yaterworks, 1092;
Working Men's College, 1095.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3249; Erection
of Cool Store at Doncaster, 3~51; ,Yorkmen's Homes, 3251.
Tranw,-ays Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2375·
Transfer of Land Bin, 2180.
Water Supply Special Funds AEplicafion Bill,
3 16 9.
"\Velshpool Tramway Bill, 1587.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 1364; second reading moved by Mr.
Davies, 1508; debated, 1513; debate adjourned, 1513; resumed, 1776; further adjourned, 1803; resumed, 1850; Bill read
second time, 1858; considered in Committee,
1858, 1905, 1978, 2027, 2069, 2116; Bill read
third time, 2129; message from Legislative
Assembly intimating disagreement with certain of the Council's amendments, 2431;
message dealt with, 2703, 2763; message
from Legislative Assembly intimating that
they insisted on disagreeing with certain of
Council's amendments, 2921; message dealt
with, 2970.
Mining-Question by Mr. Manifold re production
of samples of poisonous cliemicals used in
mining, 1564.
Ministers-Motion by Mr. Davies, requesting
attendance of Premier in Council Chamber
to explain Surplus Revenue Bill, agreed to,
774; Premier attends and gives explanationS",
861, 862, 885, 887, 1002, 1009; motion by
Mr. Davies requesting attendance of Minister of Mines in Council Chamber to explain
some of the provisions of Mines Acts Furtber Amendment Bill, 1848; debated, 1848 ;
moti~n withdrawn, 1850; standing order re
attendance of Ministers adopted, 2068.
Motion for the Adjournment of the HouseProposed to enable honorable members to
discuss a public question-By Mr. Sternberg
re new regulations regarding excursion
trains, 1317.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read firs!
time, 1806; passed through remaining stages,
19 2 3.
Mysia Public Park Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 15 6 3;
passed through remaining stages, 1901-2.
Newport Workshops-Statement by Mr. Davies
re Parliamentary visit to Newport workshops,
45 8 .
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
3 157; passed through remaining stages, 3254.
Numurkah Race-course Site Sale Bill-Received
f.rom Legislative Assembly, and read first
tIme, 1806; passed through remaining stages,
19 23; statement by Mr. Cussen, 1069.
Parliament-Opening by Commission, I; by the
Governor, 12; question by Mr. Melville re
proposed Parliamentary visit to the River
Murray, 1316; prorogation, 3337.
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Parliament Buildings Committee-Appointed. 33.
Parliament House-Question by Dr. EmbJing,
re heating apparatus and ventilation, 281.
PAYNE, Hon. T. H. (Melb. South Prov.)
Closer Settlement Bill, 2453, 25 1 9, 29?9.
PEARSON, Hon. WILLIAM (Gippsland Prov.)
Carrum Advances Bill, 1805.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2300.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1797.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Walhalla Railway,
fo07, II60.
Personal Explanations-By Sir Henry Cuthbert,
860; by Mr. Cussen, 1969.
Petitions-Re Referendum on Scripture Lessons
in State Schools, 683, 747, 860, 939, 988, 1078,
II39, 12 46 , 1,3115, ,I3 64, 15 0 7, 15 6 3, In6,
1848, 1903, 202 7, 2069, 2227, 2366, 2763,
3086; against Tied Houses Abolition Bill,
1969; against ·Wharfage and Harbors Rate
Alteration Bill, 2227, 2287, 2367; against
opening of Public Library, Museum, and Art
Gallery on Sunday afternoons, 2606; for
amendment of vVater Acts Consolidation and
Amendment Bill, 3029.

Police-Question by Mr. Baillieu re removal of
Constable Roger Trewick from the police
force, 1316; by Dr. Embling re increase in
number of robberiea and extra duties imposed on police, 1507.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Balfour, and read first time, 97;
second reading moved by Mr. Balfour, 166;
debated, 167; debate adjourned, 168; resumed, 748; Bill read second time, 757;
order of the day for consideration in committee postponed, 1328; discharged from the
paper, 2964.
PRATT, Hon. J. M. (N.-W. Prov.)
Appropriation Bill, 3034.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2380, 2382, 2383.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council
Chamber to Explain Bills, 1849, 1850.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2291, 2448, 2453, 245 6,
25 08 , 25 15, 25 17, 25 19, 2612, 2623,. 2625,
2688, 2694, 2697, 2700, 2969, 3159.
Constitution Act 1903 Amendment Bill, 15 86 .
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 2 48 .

Income Tax Bill, 2980, 2984, 2985.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3309, 33 10.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No. 3), 1365, 1366, 1367.
Mines Act Further Amendment Bill, 1856,
2084, 212 9, 2975·
Po~ice Offences Act Amendment Bill, 754.
RaIlway Department-Hours of Engine-men,
15 84; Carriage of Grain, 3034.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3170.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 3162, 3164, 3165.
Railways Special Funds Application Bill, 3305.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Bill, 559, 561.
Real Property Bill, 1514.
Statistics Collection Bill, 693.
Surplus Revenue Bill - Tooleybuc Water
Scheme, 762, 764; Flinders-street Railway
Station, 765.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3249, 3250.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
237 6 .
Transfer of Land Bill, 2185.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 3090.
'Vharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
23 6 9.

PITT, Hon. \VILLJA;\{ (Melboume East Prov.)Minister without office.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2069, 2376, 2380, 2381,
23 82 , 23 83.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill, 2978, 3175, 3177.
, Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 5), 2499, 2607.
Examination of Mr. Black, District Surveyor,
at Bar, II52; of Mr. Norman, II 77.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Bill, 3035, 3 170, 3337.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
308 7.
Frankston and Langwarrin Land Reserve Revocation Bill, 186g, 1927.
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land
Bill, 1805, 1921.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 748, 1267, 1268.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1171, 1270.
Melbourne Harbor Trust vVharfage Rates,
2116.
Melbourne Lands Exchange Bill, 3231.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1806,
19 2 3.
Mysia Public Park Bill, 1563, 1901.
PUESIDENT, The (Sir H. J. WRIXON, K.C.M.G.,
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3157, 3254.
K.C.)-Rulings and Statements of.
Numurkah Race-course Site Sale Bill, 1806,
Acting Chairman of Committees, 1171, 1250.
19 2 3.
Asking Questions, 158, 159, 1316.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3305.
Attendance of Premier in Council Chamber, 861
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3087,
Clerk of the Parliaments, 28.11.
3 1 67.
C}ose of the Session, 3314.
Sunday Opening of Public Library, &c., 2607.
Death of Mr. Gray, M.P., 414; of Mr.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2J-Erection of
Abbott, M.P., 2923.
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3251.
Debate - Imputing knowingly untrue stateTungamah Race-course Site Sale Bill, 1806,
men.ts, 463; use of the phrase "Conspiracy
19 22 •
of silence," 1370; stating that an honorable
Voting by Post Acts Continuance Bill, 2964,
member "has moved a nasty motion," 137 1 ;
30 4 0 .
stating that members "were forming a
Water Supply Special Funds Application
ring," 3235; calling another member's r{eBill, 3087, 3168.
marks "high falutin," 3242; charging anvVelshpool Tramway Bill, 1521, 1587.
\Vharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
oth~r member with falsely misquoting, 1244;
statmg that another member has acted dis1904, 206 9, 23 6 7, 23 6 9, 237 0, 237 1 .
Wild Dogs Act 1901 Revival and Continuation
honestly,' 3245; use of the word "subterfuge," 3303.
Bill, 1101, 1365.
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Railway Department (continued)PRESIDENT, The (continued)adjourned, 1903; resumed, 1976; motion negaElection of Chairman of Committees, 15 .
tived, 1978; question by Mr. McLellan re
Election of President, 2.
increase of salaries of railway officers, 1903,
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
1904; question by Mr. Evans re Adelaide
Bill, 3254, 3301.
express, 2II5; statement by Mr. Davies,
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
2177; question by Mr. Balfour re extension
3235, 3236 , 3 237, 3 239, 324 1, 3 242.
of Sunday traffic, 2763.
Hansard-Printing of Evidence taken at Bar
Railway
Loan Application Bill-Received from
of Council, 1078.
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
Heating and Ventilation of Sta1:e Parliament
3087 j second reading, 3169; considered in
House, 281.
Committee, 3169; uead third time, 3170.
Interjections, 3233.
Railway Special Funds Application Bill-ReLicences Renewal Bill, 2311.
ceived from Legislative Assembly, and read
Motions for the Adjournment of the Debate,
first time, 3231; second reading, 3303; con1370, 1371, 1803.
sidered in Committee, 3304; read third time,
Personal Explanations, 19°9.
33 0 5.
Private Bills-3 2 54, 3301.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.·2)Retirement of Members, 458, 558.
Received from Legislative Assembly and
Suggestions in Bills to Legislative Assembly;
read first time, 3087; second reading moved
25 1 9.
by Mr. Davies, 3160; debated, 3161; Bill
Surplus Revenue Bill, 991.
read second time, '3163; considered in
The Title of "Honorable "-Permission for
Committee, 3163; read third time, 3167.
Retention by Certain ex'-members, 2762.
Railways Standing Committee-Motion b~ Mr.
Davies for appointment of Dr. Embling and
President, Absence of the-The Chairman of
Mr. Melville as members of committee
Committees takes the Chair as Acting Pre~i
agreed to, 1140.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
dent, 473, 682.
President, Election of-Sir H. J. Wrixon reBill-Received from Legislative Assembly
elected President, 2-3; presentation to the
and read first time, 458; second reaGing
Governor, 14.
moved by Mr. Sachse, 558; debated, 559;
Bill read second time, 560; considered in
Printing Com.mittee-Appointed, 33.
committee, 560; read ttlird time, 561;
Public Debt Conversion Bill --=. Received from
message from Legislative AssembTy requestLegislative Assembly, and read first time,
ing concurrence in amendment recommended
696; second reading, 1099; considered in
by the Governor, 696; amendment concurred
Committee, 1100J_ read third time, 1101.
. in, 696.
Public Service-Questions by Mr. Evans re
increments to teachers, and also to other Real Property Bill-Brought in by Mr. Davies
and read first time, 31; second reading
public servants, 1140, 1246.
moved by Mr. Davies, 281; debated, 284;
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill-Received
Bill read second time, 286; considered in
from Legislative Assembly and read first
Committee, 286, 46.'1, 561.; read third time,
time, 3253; passed through the remaining
561; returned from Legislative Assembly
stages, 3305-6.
with amendments, 1364; amendments dealt
with in Committee of the whole, 1513, 1869,
1898; message from Legislative Assembly,
Railway Department-Question by Mr. Balfour
intimating insistence on certain ot their
re injury to cattle and sheep on railway
amendments, 2606; message dealt with,
trucks, 31; question by Mr. McBryde re
hours of engine-drivers, 158; statements by
2773-7; message from Legislative Assembly
intimating that they disagreed with one of
Mr. Davies, 158, 459; motion by Mr. Evans
Council's amendments, and had agreed to
"that the excessive hours worked by locoone amendment with a further amendment,
motive engine-men and the method adopted
2922; message dealt with, 2978.
in computing the day's work are of such a
nature as to demand the earnest and prompt Refreshment Rooms Committee-Appointed, 33,
attention of the Govertnment," 459; seconded
45 8 .
by Mr. McLellan, 462; debated. 463; debate adjourned, 465; further adjourned,
748; debate resumed, 1328; debate again REES, Hon. R. B. (N.-W. Prov.)
adjourned, 1338; motion by Mr. Aikman for
Applications for Land, 24.31.
further adjournment of debate, 1368; motion
Appropriation Bill, 3030.
debated, 1368; negatived, 1370; debate adArtificial Manure Bill, 2382, 2383.
journed, 1371; motion by Mr. Edgar for
Closer Settlement Bill, 2237, 2433, 2440, 24S6,
adjournment of debate, 1521; debated, 1521;
2509, 2510, 2620, 2622, 2623, 2688, 2689,
debate adjourned, 1522; resumed, 1564; Mr.
26 90 , 2695, 27°1.
E~ns' motion negatived, 1586; questions by
Examination of Mr. Black, District Surveyor,
Mr. Evans, 558, 2115; by Mr. Abbott re new
at Bar, II49, II50, 1I51; of Mr. Norman,
regulations rega_rding excursion trains, 1316;
1180, 1182.
subject discussed on motion for the adExcursion Trains-New Regulations, 1318.
journment of the House, 1317; motion by
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
Dr. Embling for production of locomotive
3 17 1, 3 174, 3175.
drivers and firemen's time-books used at
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
locomotive shed, Seymour, agreed to, 1521;
3 2 36 .
time books produced, 1776; motion by Mr.
Governor's Speech, 50.
Evans for return of overtime worked by locoGunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
motive engine-men, 1902; debate on motion
Bill, 2373.
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REES, Hon. R. B. (continued)Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 47 6.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3309·
Licences Renewal Bill, 2310.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No. '3), 13 67.
Mallee Survey Fees, 158.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2°77,
2127, 297 2, 2973, 2977·
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 754? 757·
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3 169.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 3162, 3164, 3 166 .
Railways Special Funds Application Bill, 33°3,
33°5·
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Bill, 560, 561.
Real Property Bill, 2774·
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3 IC 3·
Statistics Collection Bill, 687, 693, 694, 10 96 .
Surplus
Revenue
Bill-Tooleybuc Water
Scheme, 761, 763; Welshpool Tramway, 773,
774; Flinders-street Railway Station, 882,
,IOOO; "Valhalla Railway, 1087, II62, II69,
I1io; Free Libraries, lOgo; 'Working Men's
College, 1094.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250 .
Votes br "1-~iscellaneous," 63·
Water A~f!' Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 3°91.
Whar £age and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
237 0 .
RITCHIE, Hon. R. B. (W. Prov.)
Adjournment, of the House, 774; for the
"Cup," 2520.
Cloc;er Settlement-Arrears of Rent, 1969.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2234, 243 2, 2433, 243 8,
245 6 , 2503, 2510, 2512, 2515, 2516, 25 17,
2612, 2613, 2621, 2625, 2688, 2690, 26 92,
2693, 2694, 2696, 2965, 2966~ 2968 , 3 159:
Examination of Mr. Norman, Chief Engmeer
of Way and Works, Victorian Railways, at
Bar, II 77, II81; of Mr. Tait, II86.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 190 1.
Gunbov,-er Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 23i3.
Income Tax Bill, 29 83, 29 85.
Inebriates Bill, 3037, 3039.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 33 07.
Licences Renewal Bill, 19 25,
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1866,
IQ87, 1988, 2080, 2977·
Railway Department-Hours of Enginemen,
1369.
Refreshment Rooms, 63·
Statistics Collection Bill, 69 2, 693, 696 .
Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street Railway
Station, 995·
~
'Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Grants for
Roads, 3251.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
2371.
Russian Baltic Fleet-Message received from
Legislative Assembly transmitting resolution
adopted by Assembly with reference to the
attack by Russian Baltic Fleet on British
fishing vessels, and also an AdClress to the
Governor with reference thereto, 2686.i mo-

Russian Baltic Fleet (continued)tions by Mr. Davies for concurrence in resolution and address agreed to, 2686; message
from the Governor, intimating that he had
forwarded, by cable, to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies ,the resolution passed
by. the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly, and had received, in reply,
a telegraphic despatch expressing the thanks
of His Majesty's Government for the resolution of sympathy and support, 2762.
SACHSE, Hon. A. O. (N.-E. Prov.)-Minister of
Public Instruction.
Alexandra Park Bill, 1848, 2777.
Applications for Land, 2431.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2381.
Clerk of the Parliaments, 2832.
Close of the Session, 3314.
Closer Settlement-Arrears of Rent, 1969.
Closer Settlement .Bill, 1806, 2130, 2253, 2432,
24.33, 2434, 2435, 245 0 , 2457, 25 00 , 25 02 ,
25 05, 2506, 25 0 7, 2508, 2509, 2510, 25 I1 ,
25 12 , 25 13, 25 1 4, 25 1 5, 2517, 2612, 2613,
26I4, 2617, 2619, 2621, 2623, 2624, 2625,
268 7, 2688, 2689, 2691, 2693, 2694, 2695,
26 98, 27 03, 277 2, 2964, 2965, 2966 , 296 7,
29 68 , 2969, 3 157, 3337·
Compensation for Closing of Hotels at North
Melbourne, 3252.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. '1), 63'
Dairying Companies Act 1900 Further Amendment Bill, 1805, 1922.
Death of Mr. Abbott, M.P., 2922.
Dunolly Land Reserve Revocation Bill, 1869,
19 2 7.
Election of President, 3.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 3178, 3301, 3306.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3231.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1563, 1900.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2069, 237 1, 2373, 2374·
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No·3), I10I, 1365, 1366.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2975.
Public Debt Conversion Bin, 696, 1099, 1100,
1I0r.

Pu?lic Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3253.
RaIl wa y Dep'artment-N ew Reo-ulations re
Excursion Trains, 1320; Hours of Enginemen,
I':l69'
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3087, 3169,
31 70 .
Railway Special Funds Application Bill, 3231,
33 03, 33 04, 33 05.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
Bill, 558, 561.
St. Arnaud Land Reserve Revocation Bill,
1564, 1902 .
St. Kild~ and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 302 9, 3097, 3337.
,State School Holiday on "Cup Day," 2367.
Statistics Collection Bill, 558, 683, 688, 690,
6ql, 692, 693, 694, 1096 , 1097.
Surplus. Revenue Bill-Free Libraries, 1090;
BendIgo Art Gallery, 1091; Calf Lymph
Department, 1091; connexion between' Collingwood and Whittlesea Railway Lines,
1092; Sunbury Water Works, 1092' Working Men's College, 1093, 1094; Walhal1a
Railway, II65.
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SACHSE, Hon. A. O. (continued)Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3 157, 3249,
3250; Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250; Workmen's Homes, 3251; Purchase of Dredge,
3251, 3252; Construction of Rolling-stock,

32 52 •
University Bill, 2227, 2312, 2313.
St. Arnaud Land Reserve Revocation Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and .r:ad
first time, 1564.; passed through rema1010g
stages, 1902.
.
.
St. Kilda Abattoirs Reserve Revocation BIllReceived from Legislative Assembly, a~d
read first time,_2686 ;.passed through rema1Oing stages, 2 8 2 4 - 5 ' .
.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electnc Tramway BIllReceived from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 3029; second reading, moved
by Mr. Sachse, 3097; debated, 3098; Bill
read second time, and passed through remaining stages, 3113; message from Legislative Assembly transmitting amendment recommended by the Governor, 3337; amendment agreed with, 3337.
.
Session, Close of the-Statement by Mr. DaVIes,
3312; by Dr. Embling, 3313; by Mr.
McDonal~ 3313; by Mr. Sachse, 3314; by
Mr. Edgar, 3314; by the President, 3314.
Sessional Arrangements-Days and hours of
sitting, 33, 2687; appointment of Standing
Committees, 33.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 3087; passed through remaining stages,
3 167.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
413; order of the day for second reading
postponed, 1097; second reading m~ved by
Mr. Davies, 1261; debated, 1264; BIll read
second time, 1265; considered in Committee,
1265; read third tim~, 1267..
.
Standing Orders CommIttee -.A'ppo1Ot~d, . 33.;
.
report re attendance of M10Isters 10 eIther
House to explain measures, brought up and
adopted as a standing order, 2068; . new
standing order presented from CommIttee,
and adopted by Council, providing for continuation of consideration of Water Acts
Consolidation and Amendment Bill in next
session of Parliament, 3176; Governor's assent to new Standing Orders announced,
333 6 .
"
Statistics' Collection Bill-ReceIved from LegISlative Assembly, and read first time, 5.18;
second reading moved by Mr. Sachse, 68:~;
debated, 684; Bill read second time, 688;
considered in Committee, 688, 1096, 1097;
read third time, 1097.
STERNBERG, Hon. JOSEPH (Bendigo Prov.)
Adjournments of the House, 775.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2296, 2441, 2617, 2623.
Death of Mr. Abbott, M.P., 3086.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, 1142; of
Mr. Tan, 1144; Mr. Black, 1148; Mr.
Norman, 1178.
Fire Escapes, 3306.
Governor's Speech, 55.
Inebriates Bill, 2830.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 164.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3309, 3310.
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STERNBERG, Hon. JOSEPH (contillued)Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No. 3), 1366.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 15 1 3,
1786, 1858, 1861,. 1906, 190 7, 1910, 191 I,
19 20 , 1979, 19 83, 19 84, 1986, 19 89, 1990 ,
199 1, 2029, 20 30, 2033, 20 35, 20 36, 2037,
2039, 2043, 2046 , 2048, 2070, 27 64, 2766,
27 69, 277 2.
Railway Department-New Regulations re
Excursion Trains, 1317; Hours of Enginemen, 1368, 1370.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 3164, 3166.
Real Property Bill, 2775.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3 112 .
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 1265, 1266.
Statistics Collection Bill, 686, 692, 696 .
Surplus Revenue Bill, 707; Flinders-street
Station, 994, 999; Walhalla Railway, 1009,
1018, 1082, 1160, 1167.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3253.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2375·
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bil1, 3090.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway BillReceived from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 3029; second reading moved
by Mr. Davies, 3092,; debated, 3093; Bill
read second time, 3096.; considered in Committee, 3096; read third time, 3097; message from LegisIative Assembly, transmitting amendment recommended by the Governor, 3337; amendment agreed with, 3337.
STUART, Hon. FRANK (Melb. North Prov.)
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, 114 1 ,
114 2 ; of Mr. Norman, 1180.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Bill, 3175.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
. 3234.
Governor's Speech, 15.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2373.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-men,
1369.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3 170 .
Real Property. Bill, 285.
Statistics Collection Bill, 684, 689, 692, 69 6 .
Surplus Revenue Bill, 700; Flinders-street
Railway Station, 878, 889; Walhalla Railway, 1009, 1011, 1143.
Surplus Revenue Dill (No. 2)-Erection of
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1973.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
2371.
Sunday-Opening of Public Library, Museum,
and Art Gallery on Sunday discussed on
second reading of Consolidated Revenue
Bill '(No . .'i), 2607; question by Mr. Balfour re extension of Sunday traffic on the
railways, 2763; return ordered on motion of
Mr. Balfour, 2824; presented, 2824; statement by Dr. Embling re finjng of a barber
for shaving persons at an hotel on Sunday,
33 00 .
Supreme
Court Rules-Presented by
Mr.
Davies, 3086.
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from Legisla- Visitors, Distinguished, accommodated with a
tIve Assembly, and read first time, 558;
chair on the floor of the House-Duke of
second reading moved by Mr. Davies, 696;
the Abn!,zzi, 1096; the Hon. "V. H. James,
. ex-Premicr of Western Australia, 1507.
debated, 697; Bill read second time, 708;
considered in Committee, 757, 861, 94 0 , Votmg by Post Acts Continuance Bill-Received. from Legislative Assembly, and read
991, 1079, 1140, 1246; construction and
first tllne, 2964; passed through remaining
rep~irs
of
roads
and
bridges,
760 ;
stages, 3040.
Tooleybuc W"ater Scheme, 761; water
conservation and irrigation, 764; Flindersstreet Railway Station, 765, 862, 94 0 , 99 1 ; \Valhalla Railway. (See Surplus Revenue Bill.)
'Walhalla Railway, 767, 1002, 1079, 1140 , \Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill
-Received from Legislative Assembly and
11.55, 1247; Elwood Swamp, 771; Port Melread first time, 2g64'; statement b~ Sir
bourne lagoon, 772; Welshpool tramway,
Henry Cuthbert on order of the day for
772; free libraries in couatry districts, lOgo;
second reading of Bill being called on,
Bendigo Art Gallery, 1090; Calf Lymph
3087; motion by -Sir Henry Cuthbert for
depot, 1091; connexion between Coningpostponement of order of the day, 3ogo;
wood and \Vhittlesea railway lines, Ig02;
debat~d, 30go; motion agreed to, 3092; new
Sunbury
'Waterworks,
1092;
\Vorking
<;tandmg ord~r presented from Standing
Men's College, 1093; statement by Mr.
Ord~r~ CommIttee, and adopted by Council,
Melville re ruling of former President (Sir
prOVIC~ll1g for continuation of consideration
\Villiam Zeal) as to railway works costing
of Bill in next session of Parliament 3167'
more than £20,000 being submitted to the
question by Mr. Cain re supply of' plans:
House without previously being referred to
&c., to members, 3300.
Railways Standing Committee, 988; subject
discussed, 988; Bill reported from Com- Water Supply Special Funds Application Bill
-Received ~rom Legislative Assembly, and
mittee with a suggested amendment, and
rca.d. first tune, 308t; passed through remessage ordered to be sent to Legislative
mamU1g stages, 3168.
Assembly requesting them to make the
amendment suggested, 1261; Bill returned "Velshp.ool Tramway Bill.-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 1521;
from Legislative Asser:nbly. with a message
passed through remaining stages, 158 7.
intimating that they had made the amendment suggested by the Council, 1271; Bill Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration BillReceived from Legislative Assembly, and
read third time and passed, 1271.
read. first time, 1904) questions by Mr.
Surplus Revenue Dill (No. 2)-Received from
Mal1lfold, 2069, 2431, ; second readina
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
m?ved by Mr. Pitt, 2367; debated, 2367~
3157; second readin.g, 3249; considered in
Btli r~ad second time, 2369; considered in
Committee, 3249; read third time, 3253.
. CommIttee, 2369; read third time, 2371.
Swearing of Members-Announcement by President of receipt of communication from Wdd Dogs Act 1901 Revival and Continuance
Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly,
Governor, authorizing him to swear member ..
and .re,ad first time, 1101; Eassed through
of the Legislative Council, 14.
remammg stages, 1365.
\\Titnesses,. Examination of, at Bar of Council
Tied Houses Abolition Bill-Received from
-MotIon by Mr. Melville for examinaLegislative. Assembl),) and read first time,
tion o.f .Mr. Tait, Chairman of Railways
1806; motion by Mr. Balfour for second
CommlssIOners, and Mr. Norman, Engineer
reading, 1970; debated, 1971; motion for
of \Vay and \Vorks, in connexion with
. second reading of the Bill negat.~ved, 1976.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 9~9; agreed to, 940;
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment BillMr. Norman and Mr. Tait examined re
Received from Legislative Assembly, and
item "Flinders-street Raa'way Station"
read first time, 2227; second reading, 2374-6;
940 .(report .of evidence~ 1171); stateme~t
considered in Committee, 2376; Bill reby Mr: D~vles re report of evidence not
ported with a suggested amendment to
appeanng m Hansard, 1078; by the PreLegislative Assembly, 2376; message from
SIdent, 1078; motion by Sir Henry CuthLegislative Assembly, intimating that they
bert for further examInation of railway
had made the suggested amendment, 2607;
officers at the Bar, in connexion with SurBill read tliird time, 2607.
.
plus .Re,:enue Bill, 1089_; agreed to, 1090 ;
Transfer of Land Bill-Brought in bv Mr.
exammatlOn of Mr. Kernot Actina EnfTiDavies, and read first time, 31;' second
neer-in-Chief of Victorian' Railw~ys~ bre
reading moved by Mr. Davies, 165; debate
Walhalla railway, 1140; of Mr. Tait' re
adjourned, 166; resumed, 561; Bill read
Walhalla railway, 1143'; of Mr. Nor:nan,
second time, 562; considered in Committee,
1145; of Mr. George Black, District Sur562 ~ re~d third time, 563; returned from
veyo:, ~147.; mohon by Mr. Davies for
LegIslatIve Assembl.y with amendments,
pubhcatlOn m Hansard, of evidence re Wal.
1806; amendments considered in Commith~lla railway, agreed to, 1154; motion by
tee of the whole, 1902, 2178.
Sn Henry ~uthbert for publication, in Emt
Tungamah Race-course Site Sale Bill-Re·
sard, of eVIdence re Flinders-street Railway
ceived from Legislative Assembly, and
Station agreed to, 1154.
rea? . first time, 1806; passed through re- Wor~ing Me,n's College-Condition of Workmammg stages, Ig22.
mg Men s College discussed in connexion
with Surplus Revenue Bill, 1093.
University Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 2227; second WRIXON, Sir H. J. (S.-W. Prov.)
reading, 2312; considered in Committee,
Election of President, 2.
. 2313; read third time, 2314.
(See President, The.)

LEG ISLA 'fIVE ASSEMBLY.
Abruzzi, Duke of the-Motion by Mr. Bent that Agent-General's Office-Questions by Mr .. Gauna chair be provided on the floor of the
son re dismissal of Mr. A. G. Berry, 1077,
House for H.R.H. the Duke of the Abruzzi,
2685, 2761.
agreed to, 1130; motion by Mr. Bent that Agricultural Societies-Statement by Mr. J. W.
the House desires to place on record its
Billson in Committee of Supply re interpleasure at. the presenc.e of H.R.H. the
ference by agricultural societies with party
Duke of the Abruzzi, agreed to, 1130.
politics, 2571; subject discussed, 2571.
Address to the King-Praying that, on the ter- Agriculture, Department of-Statement by Mr.
mination of the present Governor's term of
Robertson re inspection of stock, 91; quesoffice, His Majesty may, in appointing antion by Mr. Robertson, 1992; further stateother representative, take into consideration
ment by Mr. Robertson, 2552; statement by
the altered circumstances of this State which
Mr. A. A. Billson re eradication of St.
result from Federation, 370.
John'S wort, 92; by Mr. Murray, 94; quesAddresses to the Governor-'Velcoming His
tion by Mr. Keogh, 132; by Mr. Harris
Excellency on his arrival in Victoria, 25; in
re soil surveys, 708; statement by Mr. Carrepl y to His Excellency's speech on opening
lisle re prevention of anthrax, 851; by Mr.
the session, 82; requesting His Excellency to
Murray, 852; question by Mr. Bailes re
forward to the Principal Secretary of State
Department's exhibits at l{oyal Agricultural
for the Colonies resolution re attack by RusSociety's Show, 1411; by Mr. Keast re
~ian Baltic Fleet upon British
fishermen,
alleged incompetency of departmental ex2708 .
perts, 1588; re instruction of farmers in the
Adjournments of the House-Over municipal
judging of stock and grain, 1589; by Mr.
elections day, 1888; over ,e Cup" day, 2577.
Harris re establishment of Government dairy
farms, 1806; statement by Mr. Keast in
(See also Motions jor the Adjournment oj
the liouse.)
Committee of Supply, 2545; votes for Department of Agriculture disc_ussed in ComAdministration and Probate Duties-Statement
mittee of Supply, 2537-74; question by Mr.
by Mr. Bent, 1590.
Duffus re spaying expert, 2554; statement
Administration and Probate Duties Bill-Resoby Mr. Levien, 2557_; by Mr. Murray, 2568;
lution re administration and probate duties
by Mr. Levien re beet sugar industry, 2557;
adopted, 1669 ; Bill brought in by Mr. Bent,
subject of agricultural education discussed
and read :first time, 1669; second reading
in Committee of Supply, 2545, 2557, 2559;
moved by Mr. Bent, 1878; debated, 1879;
statement by Mr. Murray in ~ommittee of
Bill read second time, 1881; considered in
Supply re development of agricultural inCommittee, 1882; third reading, 1883.
dustries, 2562; question by Mr. G. H. BenAdulteration of Chaff Bill-Brought in by Mr.
nett re introduction of a Bill with regard
Graham, and read [lIst time, 83; Bill disto the uniform size of fruit cases, 2778.
charged from paper, 1443.
(See also Brands, Registration oj; Butter
Adulteration of Food Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Industry; and Surplus Revenue Bill NO.1.)
E. H. Cameron (Evelyn), and read first time, Alexandra, Railway Communication with-Mo82; Bill discharged from paper, 3272.
tion by Mr. Bent to refer to Railways
Advertising-Statement by Mr. Gaunson re adStanding Committee the question of railway
vertising in Government Gazette, 85; by Mr.
communication· with certain districts, inHannah, 86; by Sir Alexander Peacock, 89.
cluding the township of Alexandra, 3184;
Age Newspaper.
(See Privilege.)
debated, 3187; agreed to, 3214.
Agent-General--Statement by Mr. Watt in Com- Alexandra Park Bill-Brought in by Mr. E. H.
mittee of Supply re terms of appointment
Cam'bon (Evelyn), and read first time, 781 ;
second reading moved by Mr. E. H.
of Mr. Taverner as Agent-General, 817;
subject discussed, 817-29; return of papers
Cameron (Evelyn), 1711; debated, 1i72; Bill
relating to Mr. Taverner's appointment,
read second time, .1714; considered in Comordered on motion of Mr. Bent, 891; premittee, 1774.; third reading 1715; returned
sented, 891:; statement by Mr. Bent re evifrom Legislative Council with an amenddence given by Mr. Sinclair before the Butment, 2864; amendment dealt with, 2902.
ter Commission
regarding
the Agent- Analytical Chemist, Government-Question by
Mr. Bovd in Committee of Supply re inGeneral, 944; question by Mr Prendergast,
creased' work of Government Analytical
IOi7; statement by Mr. Bent that Mr.
Taverner would be recalled to enable him
Chemist, 24.90; statement by Mr. Watt,
to answer Mr. Sinclair's evidence, 1107; by
2539·
Mr. Hannah re report of debat't in Age
newspaper, J631; by Mr. Prendergast, 1632; ANSTEY, Mr. FRANK (Brunswick)
by Mr. Bromley, 1632; by Mr. Bent re apCloser Settlement Bill (No.2), 1607.
pointment of Mr. Justice a'Beckett, as a
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
2162.
commission to take evidence respecting
charges against Mr. Taverner, 2995; by Mr.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2006, 2066.
Prendergast, 2996.
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ANSTEY, Mr. FRANK (contznuea)Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 344, 784,
78 5, 78 7, 78 9, 79 0 , i'9 2 , 793, 795, 79 8, 799,801,
893, 895, 896, 9 10 , 9 25, 931~ 933, 9~4, 93 6 ,
937, 93 8, 1020, 102 3, 1026, 103 1, 1034, 1038 ,
1137, 113 8, 120 7, 12 38 , 12 39, 12 40 , 12 4 2, 12 43,
135 2, 1353, 1354, 135 8, 240 1.
Mines Department Morey Proprietary's
Leases at Timor, 4iZ; Cyaniders of Welchman's Reef, 478; English Mining Companies in Victoria, 478; Victorian Mining
Companies registered in New South Wales,
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Municipal Advances for Homesteads Bill,
2561.
Outtrim Coal Mining Company, 148.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2883, 2884,
2888.
Totalizator Bill, 969.
Treatment of Prisoners, 2522.
Anthrax. (See Agriculture, Department oj.)
Appointments, Government-Statement by Mr.
Gaunson re notice of motion that all appointments to offices be filled only by residents of the State, 946; motion by Mr.
Gaunson, "That all appointments to offices,
judicial and otherwise, shall be filled only
by residents of this State, unless Parliament shall otherwise resolve," 1445; debated,
1451; debate adjourned, 1468; question by
Mr. Prendergast, 1736; motion discharged
from paper, 3331.
Appropriation Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and
read first time, 2857; second reading moved
by Mr. Bent, 2943; Bill read second time,
2943; considered in Committee, 2943; third
reading, 2945.
Arbor Day-Question by Mr. Prendergast (for
Mr. Outtrim) re observing arbor day as a
national holiday, 326.
ARGYLE, Mr. R. 1. (Dalhousie)
Butter Boxes, 776.
Butter Shipments, 775.
Art Galleries-Vote for country art galleries discussed in Committee of Supply, 2431. (See
also Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
Artificial Manure Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Murray, and read first time, 1969; second
reading moved by Mr. Murray, 1969; Bill
read second time, 1969; considered in Committee, 20673 third reading, 2068; returned
from Legislative Council with amendments,
2466; amendments dealt with, 2521.
Artificial Manures Act 18q7 Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Murray, and read first
time, 136; second reading moved by Mr.
Murray, 1721; debated, 1723, 1750; Bill read
second time and committed pro forma, 1751;
discharged from paper, 1969.
Assembly and Council Electoral Boundaries Acts
-Statement by Sir Alexander PeacJck re
reservation of Acts for King's AS'3Cllt, and
date of proclamation thereof, 1630; by Mr.
Bent, 1631.
Assent to Bills, 25 0 , 946, 1361, 15 2 3, 19J) 2254,
2575, 29 24, 3 21 4.
Attorney-General's Department-Subject (If witnesses' and jurors' fees discussed in Committee of Supply, 2491, 2494.
Auctioneers' Licences-Statement by Mr. Gray in
Committee of Supply re system of issuing
auctioneers' licences, 839.

BAILES, Mr. A. S. (Bendigo East)
Agricultural Show Exhibits, 1411.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1616, 1660.
Country' Art Galleries, 2431.
Election of Speaker, 10.
Forests Bill, 2550.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 2022.
Income Tax Bill,'2903, 2907, 2908.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 345.
Justices Act Further Amendment BiIl, 3140,
3 141, 3 142, 3 21 5, 3 216 , 3 21 7.
Justices of the Peace, 2493.
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Acts, 2780.
Licen~es Renewal Bill, 1696.
Licensing Acts-Receipts and Disbursements,
15 89'
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1743, 1744·
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 745.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 155, 342,
344, 643, 782 , 78 5, 79 0 , 79 1, 799, 904, 935,
937, 102 3, 103 1, 1033, 1038 , 104 2, 1043, 1046,
1047, 104 8 , 1049, 10 50 , 105 1, 1052, 1128, II29,
1130 , 1134, 1135, 113 6 , 1138, 1139, 1344, 1346,
1347, 1348 , 135 0 , 135 1, 1353, 1354, 2400, 2401,
2402 , 240 3, 2405, 2406 .
Mines Department-Miners' Complaint, 86,
477'; Ventilation of Mines, 86; Enginedrivers' Certificates, 476; Atomizers, '477,
849, 23 14.
Railway Department-Hours of Labourers at
Korong Vale, 169; Speed of Bendigo Trains,
1437, 2811; Closing Country Workshops,
2670, 2810; Newspaper Trains, 2811.
Real Property Bill, 1057, 1063' 1304, 1305,
13 08 , 130 9, 13 13, 13 14.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
3 02 4.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 179, 192; Roads and
Bric1ges, 193; Charlton Weir, 295; State
School Buildings, 299; Forestry, 306, 308.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2852, 28 93.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 83, 239, 242, 247,
249, 173 1, 1733, 1734·
Timber-For Mining, 849, 2550; Royalty,
255 1 ; Railway Freights, 849, 2550, 2855.
'Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
184 2, 1968, 260 3.
Ballarat Water Commission Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Swinburne, and read first time, 2092;
secondl reading moved by Mr. Swinburne,
3060; Bil1 read second time, 3061; considered
in Committee, 3061; third reading, 3062 .
Bank Balances, Government-Return re cash
credit balances in bank, and Treasurer's cash
in hand, ordered, on motion of Mr. Gray,
12 72 •
BEARD, Mr. H. E. (J£ka lika)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 632, 1375, 1626,
1635, 1648, 1675, 1681.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2162,
2200.
Electric Street Railways-Reference to Railways Standing Committee, 3183.
Factori~,s and Shops Acts Amendment BilIChinese Factories, 3264.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1531.
Government Labour Bureau, 1706.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1745·
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 2580.
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BEARD, Mr. H. E. (continued)Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1236.
Melbourne Mint-Appointment of Inspector of
Bullion, 2986.
Milk Supervision BiH, 3330.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 934,
24 1 3.
Old-age Pensions, 831.
Petition from Mr. Christopher Sparling, 101 9.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1754·
Railway Department-Treatment of Employes,
2060; Management, 2685; Pay of Permanentway {Repairers, 2685, z791; Eight Hours
Principle, 2791.
Reading Newspapers in the Chamber, 624.
Telegraph Operators and Postal Assistants,
3 26 .
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2849
Totalizator Bill, 963.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3043'
Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street Railway
Station, 206; Railway Rolling-stock, 262;
Melbourne University, 378; Elwood Swamp,
431; State Brick Works, 440; Minimum
Wage, 529.
University Bill, 2221.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1846, 26 56.
'Weight of Bags of Grain, 132.
BEAZLEY, Mr. W. D. (Abbotsford)
Budget, 2326.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1480, 1642.
Election of Speaker, 6, II.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No.2), 2000.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 3135.
Foxes Destruction BiD, 1525.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
2021.
Illness of Officers of Parliament, 2986.
Instlruments Act Further Amendment Bill,
1593, 1596 , 1597·
Legal Practitioners Recie.rocity Act 1903
Amendment Bill (No. I), 251.
Legal Pract.itioners Reciprocity. Act 1903
Amendment Bill (No.2), 138, 1736, 3267
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Acts, 1589.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1740 .
Municipal Valuations, 2190.
Personal Explanation, 2383.
Private Members' Business, 603, 1442.
Real Property Bill, 1305, 1306, 1307, 1311,
2001.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Consumptives Sanatorium, 385; Portarlington Breakwater,
38 7.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3154.
Title to Land (Adverse Possession) Bill,
1760, 3267.
Totalizator Bill, 956.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2173, 21 77.
Transfer of Land Bill, 1692, 1693, 1694.
Unc1ainled Funds Bill, 603, 1443, 2355, 2356,
23 60 , 23 62 , 23 6 3, 23 64, 23 65, 23 66 , 2757, 3 26 7.
Bee Farming--Statements by Mr. Thomson, re
encouragement of bee farming, 2529, 2532;
by Mr. Murray, 2533.
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Beech Forest, "Loading" Lands in-Report of
Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Railways, re loading lands in Beech Forest
district, "to assist in defraying the cost of
extending the Beech Forest railway to
'Wattle Hill, and of making roads to that
extension, as well as snagging the Gellibrand River," presented, 2055.
Beet Sugar Industry. (See Agriculture, Department oj, and Maffra Beet Sugar Factory.)
Bendigo Art Gallery.
(See Surplus Revenue
Bill No. I.)
BENNETT, Mr. G. H. (Richmond)
Election of Chairman of Committees, 185.
Fruit Cases, 2i78.
Governor of Pent ridge, 2428.
Labour Bureau, 815, 1I0S, 1702.
Licensing Bill, 1873.
Metropolitan 'Vatchhouse-keepers, 2422.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1760.
Re-employment of Railway Strikers, 2683,
3340 .
Refreshment-rooms Committee, 24.
Ruling as Acting Chairman-Offensive Expressions, 3293.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Minimum 'Wage, 525.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1732.
BENNETT, Mr. H. S. (Ballarat West)
Compulsory Half-holiday, 709.
Ironmoulders' Wages Bo-ard, 2778.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1129,
1131, 2408.
Personal Explanation-The Age Newspaper,
1775·
Railway Department-Hours and Wages at
Newport Workshops, 168; Early Morning
Newspaper Trains, 1106, 1338, 1412, 1523;
Free Passes for Eureka Stockade Survivors, 2986.
Surplus I<:evenue
Bill-Railway
Rollingstock, 233, 26 7, 294.
Totalizator Bill, 965.
BENT, Mr. THOMAs, Premier, Treasurer, and
. Minister of Railways (Brighton)
Acting Chairman of Committees, 84, 133.
Address to the Governor, 25.
Adjournments of the House-Over Municipal
Elections Day, 1107, 1188; over "Cup"
Day, 2577; over Friday, 2759.
Administration and Probate Duties, 1590,
166g.
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1669,
1878, 1882, 1883.
Agent-General, 818, 824, 891, 944, 110 7, 2995,
2996 .
Alexandra Park Bill, 1773, 2902.
Appo~ntmen! of Future - State Governors, 947.
AppolOtment of Inspector-General of Lunatic
Asylums, 97, 1463.
Appropriation Bill, 2856, 2943, 2944, 2947.
Assembly and Council Electoral Boundaries
Acts, 1631.
Attendance as Premier in the Council Chamber, 893.
.
Bills Discharged, 2521, 3272.
Budget, 2068, 2092, 2324.
Business-Order of, 82, 682, 747, 778, 848,
860, 10 53, 1077, 1138, 1139, 13 15, 1411, 1506,
15qo, 16 99, 1702 , 17..18 , 2157, 2158, 2226,
228~ 2431,~56~ 25 6 7, 2606, 2686,2761,2824,
286 4, 29 24, 2963, 2999, 3086 , 3265, 3299.
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Mr. THOMAS (continued)Butter Export Industry-Mr. Taverner'~ .Report, 1587; Expenses of Royal CommIssIOn,

BENT,
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Carrum Advances Bill, 1600.
Case of Mr. Horace Perkins, 3179.
Charitable Institutions, 1589, 2188.
Charities Bill, 1749, 2495·
Close of the Session, 3332.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1406, 1541,
15 61 , 15 63, 1664, 27 87.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
1993, 2162, 216 9.
Companies Law Amendment, 94S.
Compulsory Half-Holida)'! 709.
Consolidated Revenue BIll (NO.1), 96.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 859.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No·3), 1439·
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2115.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. S), 25 2S·
County Court Bench Vacancy, 1669, 2491.
Daily Hansard, 95.
Distinguished Visitor-The Due d'Abruzzi,
II3°·
Duties Imposed on Municipalities by Legislation, 2253.
Education Department-State School Buildings, 302, 816, 2470; Instruction of Deaf
and Dumb Children, 1588; New Zealand
Education System, 1708; Instruction in
Dairying, 1709; Abolition of Charges to
Parents in Country Districts; 2468; Municipalities and State School Repairs, 2470;
Estimates, 2478.
Eight Hours Anniversary Celebration Committee, 145.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 186.
Election of Speaker, I I, 12.
Electric Street RailwaY§ - Reference to
Railways Standing Committee, 3179.
Estimates, 84, 1435, 20 9 2, 2355, 24 14, 2575·
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
23 1 5.
Federal Sugar Bonus, 2627.
Government Advertisemenfs, 95.
Government :Appointments III Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 1463, 1736.
Greater Melbourne RoXal Commission, IS88.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2003, 201 I.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
2013, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2026.
Illness of Officers of Parliament, 2777,
2985, 29 86 .
Importation of a Sand-pumping Dredge,
II02.
Income Tax Bill, 1671, 1883, 1993, 2864, 2904,
29 0 7, 29 08 , 29 0 9.
Income Tax Deductions, 1438.
Income Tax Rates, 1670, 1671.
Infectious Diseases Hospital, 2188, 2521.
Infectious Diseases Hospital Maintenance
Bill, 2853.
Inspection of Stock, Iq92.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3217.
Justices of the Peace, 837, 2494.
Labour Bureau, IIOS, 1703.
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land
Bill; 1699.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3294, 3295, 3296,
3 2 97.
Leave of Absence to Mr. Irvine and Mr.
McCutcheon, 84.

Mr. THOMAS (continued)Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Acts, 2780.
Letter-carriers' Claims, 848.
Licensing Bill, 1877, 3 13 1 , 3 272, 3333.
Loading Lands in Beech Forest, 205S.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1748 .
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 136 , 745, 747.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No·3), 10 76 , 10 77, 153 2.
Locomotive
Construction-Appointment
of
Select Committee, 1927.
Melbourne Benevolent ASy'lum Site Sale Bill,
810, 1688, 1689, 2000. Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 2579.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine
Act Amendment Bill, 520, 1229.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Constitution Bill,
20 92.
Melbourne Lands Excha~ge Bill, 3265.
Melbourne Mint-Appointment of Inspector
of Bullion, 2986.
Melbourne Police Court Site, 1439.
Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company
-Revision of Fares; 3178.
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments Bill,
296 3.
Melbourne University, 217, 218, 374, 2466.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3324, 3330.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 791,
79 2, 793, 799, 800, 810, 1133, 1I38, 1I39,
1355·
Mines Department-Uniform Code of Signals
in Mines, 1412.
Ministers' Travelling EXl?enses, 2498.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1669,
170 9, 17 10, 17 13, 17 14, 17 15, 17 16 , 17 17,
17 20 .
Municipal Subsidy, 1439.
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3040, 3142,
3 1 45, 3331.
Old-age Pensions, 830.
Parliamentary Candidates' Deposits, 1438.
Parliamentary Visit to Newport 'Workshops,
29 1 , 4 1 4.
Police-Efficiency of the Force, 682.
Privilege-The Age Newsl?~per, 123.
Public Accounts Committee, 24.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 133.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 153, 1751,
25 22 , 25 23.
Public Officers Retirement Bill, 781.
Public "Service Acts Amendment Bill, 2761,
32 7I.
Public Service Fees Bill, 1871.
Rabbit Export Trade-Secret Commissions,
15 88 .
Railway Construction-W'alhalla, 2Q9, 316,
388, 391, 406, 532; Collingwood and Whittlesea Lines Connexion, 381, 386; Ultima towards the Murray, 1341; vVoolamai, San
Remo, and Cape Patterson, 1929, 1934 ;
Richardson Valley, 2055, 2461; Forrest to
Barramunga, 2055; Beech Forest to vVattle
Hill, 2055; Strathmerton towards Tocumwal, 2384, 2853; Netherby, 3184; Tolmie,
:p84, 3210; Bruthen, ::1I84; Dartmoor, Mumbannar, and towards Mount Gambier, 3184;
Alexandra, 3184; Hurst's Bridge (Diamond
Creek), 3184; N eerim, 3184.
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Mr. THOMAS (continued)Railway Department-Dismissal of Casual
Employes, 95; Case of Mr. Cherry, 95;
Freights on Agricultural Produce, 95, 843;
Employes' Houses, 95; Hours of Signalmen, 96, 168, 2807; Hours of Enginedrivers, 168, 2805, 2808; Hours and 'Wages
at Newport 'vVorkshops, 168; Hours of
Labourers at Koropg Vale, 169; Case of
James Flynn, 290; Pay' of P~r.manent 'vVay
Repairers, 414, 2806; Repamng Geelong
to Ballarat Line, 479; Case of G. Brown,
564, 948; Crank Axles, 777; Employes'
Pensions, 852, 858; Prepayment of Freight
for Gravel, 945; Excursion Fares to Country Shows, 1053, Il87; Country Train Service, I105, I106; Early Morning Newspaper Trains, I10i, 1338, 1412; Sunday
'York, 1271; Spencer-street Station, 1271;
Gippsland Grain Rates, 1412; Speed of
Country Trains, 1438, 17°6, 1807; Officers'
Promotions, 1669; Coal from New Extended
Company, Korumburra, 1707; Construction
of Locomotives, 17°7; Retirement of Officers und~r Sixty, 1i36; Flinders-street Central Station, 203, 208, 1750; Freight on
Compressed Fodde~ 1992; Treatment of
Employes, 2058, 2805.; Printing Office,
2253; Case of Mr. A. J. Le Blocg, 2253;
Messrs. Long and Co.'s Contracts, 2253,
2460; Grain Freights, 2495; Free Passes,
2497, 2986; Finances, 2661; Management,
2661, 2809; Closing of Country 'Vorkshops,
2805, 2807, 2820; Coal Contracts, 2807;
Eight Hours ,Pdnciple, 2808; :Tapering
Rates, 2810; Shipping Accommodation at
Geelong, 2856.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2987, 3080,
3083, 3084·
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill,
1872, 18 78, 27 88 , 279 1.
Railways Laws Furt"her Amendment Bill
(No.2), 2791, 2909, 2911, 2913, 2914, 2915,
29 16 , 29 18 , 299 1, 299 2, 2995, 30 76 , 30 78 ,
30 79, 32 95.
Railways Special Funds AEplication Bill, 2987,
3084, 308 5, 3 255.
Railways Standing Committee, 86, I I 88 ; Reference of Seven Proposed Lines in globo,
3184, 3210 .
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Bill, 135, 444) 445·
Real Property Bill, ~053, 1060, 1305.
Refreshment-rooms Committee, 24.
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 815,
2468 .
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 2757.
Russian Baltic Fleet-Attack on North Sea
Trawlers, 2661, 2707, 2i08, 2781.
St. Kilda Abattoirs Reser~e Revocation Bill,
2315, 2711, 27 12 .
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 1808, 2947, 3006, 3012 , 3013, 3339.
Sale of Duty Stamps, 133.
Scaffolding Inspection, 3315.
Sessional Arrangements-Days and Hours of
Meeting, 82, 710, 778, 780, 15 24, 1709,
2027, 2254, 2461 , 2577, 262 7, 29 24, 3Il3;
Appointment of Standing Committees, 82;
Private Members' Business, 97, 136, 137, 49 2,
603, 747, 89 1, 89 2, 144 2, 1807, 1894, 1898 ,
2660, 275?, 3298, 3331; Government Business, 2924, 3114.
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Mr. THOMAS (continued)Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 2853.
Shires Reclassification, 1439.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 448.
State Forests, 95.
State Schoof Teachers Bill, 220S, 2211.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway
Bill, 2854, 3015, 3028 , 3.339.
Suburban Railways-ProEosed Electrification,
1588.
Supplementary Estimates, 815.
Su,pply, 84, 1435, 2522 ; Votes on AGcount,
~4, 86, 95, 1435·
Surplus Revenue Bill, 133, 171, 187, 188, 190,
L9 1, 408, 428, 440, 413, 521 , 53 2, 549, 1340,
Tooleybuc 'Vater Scheme, 198; 'vVater Conservation and Irrigation, 199, 200, 314;
Flinders-street Railway Station, 2°3, 208;
'Valhalla Railway, 209, 316, 388, 391, 406,
53 2 ; Elwood Swamp and Point Ormond,
20 9, 386, 428, 430; Electric Conveyers, 209,
210, 214, 411, 415; Ferntree Gully Railway
Shed, 215; Melbourne University, 217, 218,
374; 'Vorking Men's College, 21 9, 435;
Public Library Building, 219; Port Melbourne Lagoon, 221; Tambo Valley Road,
222; 'Vood's Point Road, 222; St. Arnaud
Main-road, 223; Carrum 'Veir, 223; \Velshpool Tramway, 224; Workmen's Trains, 225,
23 2 ; Railway Rolling-stock, 233, 251, 254,
25 6 , 29 2, 294; Charlton 'Veir, 295; State
School Buildings, 302; Sewerage 'Yorks,
3°2; Yarra Improvements, 3°2; 'Vattle
Planting, 3°3; Forestry, 306, 3°8; Aged
Destitute, 313; Free Conveyance of Country School Children, 313; Country Free
Libraries,
313,
379, 427;
Quarantine
Ground, 3 13, 427; Reilly-street Drain, 313;
Railway Siding at Footscray, 313; Mirboo
and Leongatha-road, 314, 381; Bendigo Art
Gallery, 314, 427; Oak-street, Brunswick,
3 14, 381 ; Brunswick Public Reserve, 314;
Melbourne City Lock-up, 379; Fever Hospitals, 381; Weights arid Measures Building, 381; Royal Park Calf Lymph Depot,
381 ; Consumptives Sanatorium, 381, 383,
j S4; Picnic Point Foreshore, 381., 386 ;
Brighton Beach Foreshore, 381; Collingwood and 'Vhittlesea Lines Connexion, 381 ,
386 ; Drill Cores Storeroom, 382, 38 7;
Portarlington Breakwater, 387, 388; Roads
and Bridges, 408; Williamstown Railway
Yard, 409, 4 11 ; Sunbury 'Vaterworks, 434;
State Brickworks, 439; Minimum 'Vage,
53 2, 549, 550; Evidence taken at the Bar
of the Legislative Council, 1188; Council's
suggestion? 1303.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 2924, 3 1 45,
3 1 56 .
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2846, 28 53,
286 5, 2882, 2883, 288~, 2902, 3324.
Tobacconists Bill, 1633, 1720, 1721, 2011.
Totalizator Bill, 781.
Tramways Act 1901 Amendment Bill, 480.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
6°3, 216 9, 21 7 1, 2201, 2521.
Travelling Expenses, qt;.
Unclaimed Funds BiYl, 1443, 1444, 2355,
235 6 , 23 64.
Unemployed, 520, 1703.
University Bill, 2221, 2226.
University of Melbourne Royal Commission
--:-1\1r. Fink, 520, 6381 63.9, 641.
Votmg by Post Acts Continuance Bill, 28 53.
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Mr. THOMAS (continued)Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1435, 1963, 2284, 2394, 2397, 259 8,
2606, 2654, 2741, 2746, 2938, 2942.
Water Supply Special Funds Application
Bill, 29 87, 3079.
Ways and Means, 84, 96, 859, 1439, 2115"
25 22 , 28 56 .
'Veight of Bags of Grain, 133.
\Velshpcol Tramway Bill, 415, 603, 606, 607,
6u, 1533, 1534, 1535·
Whar tage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
li o9, 1749·
'Vorking Men's Cullege, 21 9, 435, 1438, 2466.
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(See Agent-Ge1zeral's

office.)
Bills Discharged from the Paper-Closer Settlement Bill (No. I), 155; Water Acts Amendment Bill, 14II; Adulteration of Chaff Bill,
1443; Evidence Law Amendment Bill, 1701;
Tramways Act 1901 Amendment Bill, 1848;
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill,
1969; Shires Reclassification Bill, 1969; Debts
Recovery (Married Persons) Bill, 2027; Tobacconists Bill, 2521; Municipal Endowment
and Classification Bill, 2521; Public Officers
Retirement Bill, 2521; Melbourne Harbor
Trust Constitution Bill, 2521; Charities Bill,
2521; Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No. I),
2757; Railways Laws Further A~endment
Bill, 2791; Stock Feeds Sale BIll, 3272;
Adulteration of Food Bill, 3272; State School
Teachers Bill, 3272; Public Service Fees Bill,
3272; Infectious Diseases Hospital Maintenance Bill, 3272; Licensing Bill, 3281; Milk
Supervision Bill, 3324; Municipal Advances
for Homes Bill, 3331; Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 3331; Hackney Carriages
Law Amendment Bill, 3331; Women's
Suffrage Bill, 3331; Unclaimed Funds Bill,
3331; Weighbridges and Sworn Weighers Bill,
3331; Municipal Elections (Adult Suffrage)
Bill, 3331; Widows Maintenance Bill, 3331;
Municipal Rating (Unimproved Value) Bill,
3331; Credit Foncier Extension Bill, 3331;
Conciliation and Arbitration Bill, 3331;
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 3331;
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Act 1903
Amendment Bill (No.2), 3331; Boilers Inspection Bill, 3331; Local Government Act
1903 Amendment Bill, 3331; Scaffolding Inspection Bill, 3331; Title to Land (Adverse
Possession) Bill, 3331; Police Regulation Act
1890 Amendment Bill, 3331.
Dills Rejected on Second Reading-Totalizat?r
Bill, 987; Evidence Law Amendment BIll
(No.2), 2000.
BILLSON,

Mr. A. A. (Ove1ls)

Appropriation Bill, 2943, 2945.
Charitable Institutions, 1589.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1615.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2200.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 779.
D~tie,s Imposed on Municipalities by Legislation, 2253.
.)
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1528.
Income Tax Deductions, 1437.
Licensing Bill, 1873, 3224.
Long Service Increments, 2528.
Mines Acts Fmther 'Amendment Bill, 712, 794,
897, 934, 1022, 1194, 120 7, 1208, 1220, 1356.

Mr. A. A. (continued)Parks and Gardens, 2534.
Railway Department-Country Train Service.
1105; Spencer-street Station, 1271.
St. John's Wort, 92.
Surplus Revenue
Bill,
180;
Workmen's
Homes, 224, 225.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 242, 246.
Timber Royalty, 2544.
Totalizator Bill, 960.

BILLSON,

BILLSON,

Mr.

J.

W. (Fitzroy)

Agricultural Societies and Politics, 2571.
Ballarat '\Tater Commission Bill, 3061.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1602.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1292, 1390, 1397.
1409, 1484, 1495, 1549, 1628, 1634, 1647, 1663.
2782, 3 2 31.
.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 2577.
Detection of Crime, 90.
Eight Hours' Anniversary Celebration Committee, 145.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 185.
Electric Street Railways-Reference to Railways Standing Committee, 3182.
Export of Produce, 2573.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BillChinese Factories, 3259, 3260.
Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 1467.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation Bill.
2007, 200 9.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 2018.
Income Tax Bill, 2904.
Inebriates Bill, 1769, 1771, 1890.
Infectious Diseases Hospital Maintenance Bill,
3 282 .
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3317, 3320.
Leongatha Labour Colony, 2536.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill.
1739·
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 2578, 2579, 25 82 .
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 79 2 , 797,
II30, II36.
Offensive Expressions, 2761, 2804, 2837, 3293Prisoners Appearing in Court in Prison Garb.
24 29.
Prison Labour, 2429.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 124.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3272.
Railway Construction-Collingwood and Whittlesea Lines Connexion, 386; Woolamai, San
Remo, and Ca,pe Pattersou, 1935.
Railway Departmeut-Eight Hours' Principle.
qo; Discharge of Casual Employes, 90;
Freights on Agricultural Produce, 845.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3028.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers,
214; vVorkmen's Homes, 231; Railway
Rolling-stock, 254; Collingwood and Whittlesea Lines Connexion, 386.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3154.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2839, 2897,
28 99.
Totalizator Bill, 970.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2365.
University Bill, 2224.
Votes on Account-Miscellaneous Expenditure,
90 •
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
2604.
Welshpool Tramway Bill •. 6II, 1535.

LEGISLATIVE

Boilers Inspection Bill-Brought in by Mr. Sangster and read first time, 83; discharged from
paper, 3331.
Mr. JOHN (Wangaratta)
Agent-General, 828.
Agricultural Societies and Politics, 2571.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 35 8.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), '1608, 27 83.
Debts Recovery (Married Persons) Bill, 83,
202 7.
.
.
Fortnightly Payment of RaIlway and PublIc
Servants, 1-;90, 1897.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation Bill,
20°7, 2008.
.
Justices Act Further Amendment BIll, 321 9.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 121 5,
1356, 24°4, 24°5·
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 614.
Railway Construction-vVhitfield to Mahaikah
and Tolmie, 2708, 3200.
Railway Freights, 847·
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill
(No.2), 30j'6.
Real Property Bill, 1060.
State Forests-Conservation, 2556; Timber
Royalty, 2556.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Roads and Bridges, 193,
197, 198; Workmen's Homes, 230; M~l
bourne University, 375.; Williamstown RaIlway Yard, 411.
Te~ders for Portable Batteries, 28 52 •
Totalizator Bill, 973.
.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment BIll,
1967, 1968, 2392, 2630, 2745.' 2937· .
Weighbridges and Sworn WeIghers BIll, 349·

BOWSER,

Mr. J. A. (Melbourne)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1880,
1883'
Agent-General, 817, 8'19, 821.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill,
17 2 9, 175 0 .
Carrum Advances Bill, 1603, 1604, 160 5.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1676.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 21 57,
2158, 2162, 2163, 2166, 2168, 2196, 21 98,
2200.
Conduct of Business, 3°49, 3 26 5.
Eight Hours,' Anniversary Celebration Commi.ttee, 138, 145, 14 8.
Electric Street Railways'-Reference to Railways Standing Committee, 3182,
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No.2), 1996.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
30 51, 30 54, 3056, 30 58 .
Fees of Witnesses and Jurors, 249 1, 2494·
Government Analytical Chemist, 2490.
Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 1459·
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 2012,
2015, 2016, 2019.
Hour of Meeting, 2052.
Infectious Diseases Hospital Maintenance Bill,
3 282 .
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill,
1593, 1595·
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 348.
Justices of the Peace, 835, 249 2.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3293.
Loan Conversion Expenses, 838.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2)' 746.

BOYD,
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Mr. J. A. (continued)Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Site Sale Bill,
1688, 1689.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3 12 7, 3130, 33 29,
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 792,
105 2, 1349·
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1712,
17 16 , 17 19,
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3142, 3143,
3 144, 3 145.
Parliamentary Visit to Dookie College, 2759.
Personal Explanation, 2054.
Port Melbourne Lagoon, 221, 2189.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1753.
Railway Department-Employes' Pensions, 855;
Freight on Compressed Fodder, 1992; Auditing Accounts, 2678; Management, 2678; Finances, 2678; Eight Hours Principle, 2679,
2799, 2803; Free Passes, 2679; Springvale
Cemetery Railway, 2679; Treatment of Employes, 2804, 2805.
Railways Laws Further Amenament Bin (No.
2), 2992, 2994, 30 77, 3078.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Bill, 445.
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 2480.
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 2757,
275 8 , 2759·
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3043.
State School Teachers Bill, 2208.
Statistics Collection Bill, 553.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3074.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers, 210,
212, 411, 423; Port Melbourne Lagoon, 221;
Railway Rolling-stock, 295; Water Conservation and Irrigation, 316; Walhalla Railway, 318; Williamstown Railwav Yaru, 409;
Geelong Pier, 411.
•
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3147.
Truant Officers, 2466.
Unclaimed l'unds Bill, 1444, 2357, 2359.
University Bill, 2214, 2219.
University of Melbourne Royal Commission,
373·
Victorian Year-Book, 859.
vVater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1937, 1942, 1944, 1962 , 1964, 20 54, 226 7,
2270, 2352.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3267.

BOYD,

Brands, Registration of-Question by Mr Craven,
re introduction of Bill providing for registration of brands, 2460.
Mr. F. H. (Carlton)
Agent-General, 818, 819, 820, 821, 828.
Allowances to Aged Pioneers, 848.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1562, 1662,
287°'
Decorum of Debate, 2804.
Exhibition Building, 2430.
Government Labour Bureau, 1703.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
83, 2012, 2016, 2017, 2021, 2026, 2027.
Justices of the Peace - Mr. H. Lonsdale
Thompson, 1412.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 932,
2411.
Old-age Pensions, 830'
Personal Explanation-The Age N ewspaJ.!er
Reports, 1632.
Private Members' Business, 891.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 122.

BRo:m.EY,
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BROMLEY, Mr. F. H. (continued)Public Library, National Museum, and Art Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 148, 153, 154,
1757·
Real Property Bill, 1311.
Rights of Members, 2353.
Rulings and Statements as Acting ChairmanPersonal explanations, 1678; irregular discussion, 2640; offensive expressions, 2640;
personalities, 2681.
Shipping Agents for Deparfment of Agriculture, 1668.
Supplementary Estimates, 816.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Melbourne University,
216, 219; Public Library Buildings, 220;
'Walhalla Railway, 391, 393, 406; Electric
Conveyers, 420.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2851.
vVater Acts Consolidation ana Amendment
Bill, 1968.
Welshpoo'l Tramway Bill, 606.
Working Men's College, 1438.
Bruthen, Railway Communication with-Motion
by Mr. Bent to refer to Railways Standing
Committee, question of railway communication with certain districts, including Bruthen,
3184; debated, 3187; agreed to, 3214.
Budget, Toe-Budget brought down by Mr. Bent
in Committee of Supply, 20~p; debated by
Mr. Prendergast, 2316; Mr. Beazley, 2326;
Mr. Keast, 2332; Mr. Mackinnon, 2335; Mr.
McCutcheon, 2338; Mr. Gaunson, 2342; Mr.
Fairbairn, 2345; Mr. Coiechin, 2347.
Business, Order of-Sessional orders re Government business and private members' business
adopted, 82; sessional order, fixing order of
busmess on 'Vednesdays, suspended to allow
Government business to be proceeded with,
13 6 , 60 3, 778, 89 1, 1590, 180 7, 2157, 25 62 ,
2660, 2924, 3114 i sessional order limIting
time for calling on fresh business suspendea
for remainder of session, 2924.
Butter Commission-Question by Mr. Robertson
re report of Royal Commission on the butter
export industry, 169; motion by Sir Samuel
Gillott concurring in the expenditure by the
Commission of a further sum of £100, 370;
debated, 370 i agreed to, 372 i return re cost
of Commission ordered, on motion of Mr.
Gray, 1469; questions by Mr. Gray, 2194,
2490; motion by Sir Samuel Gillott concurring in the expenditure by the Commission
of a further sum of £200, agreed to, 1749.
(See also Agent-General.)
Butter Industry-Question by Mr. Keast, re establishment"of State dairy farm or college,
1522; by Mr. Cullen re report by Mr. Tavern~r on the butter trade and establishment of
a central depot in London, IS87.
CAMERON, Mr. EWEN (Glenelg)
Agent-General, 819, 820.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 357.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 499, 1383, 1478,
1493, 14Q8, 15S7, 1609, 1613, 1620, 1622, 1623,
1641, 1661, 1664, 16i3, 1677, 1681.
Cold Storage and Export of Frozen Produce,
947·
Cold Storage on GO'vernment Property, 947.
Commons and Forest Reserves, 1896.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1527,
Government Labour Bureau, 41.~, 1705.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 348.
Justices of the Peace, 836.

CAMERON, Mr. EWEN (continued)Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1236.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1711.
Privileges of State Members at Federal Parliament H('use, 1706.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1756.
Railway Freights, 847.
Stock Feeds' Sale Bill, 3073.
Surplus Revenue Dill, 182; Roads and Bridges,
196; Tooleybuc Water Scheme, 198; Workmen's Homes, 226, 229; State School Build'ings, 296; Vlattle Planting, 3°4; Melbourne
University, 379; Melbourne City Lock-up,
380; Consumptives Sanatorium, 384; Picnic
Point Foreshore, 386; Walhalla Railway,
39 2 ; Minimum Wage, 533.
Totalizator Bill, 982.
vVater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
18 14.
CA}'1ERON, Mr. E. H., Minister of Public Works
and Minister of Health (Evelyn)
Adulteration of Food Bill, 82.
Alexandra Park Bill, 781, 1771, 1774, 1775.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.3), 810.
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allot·
ments, 1523, 1871, 2578, 2582.
Milk Supervision Bill, 1807, 2194, 3115'.
Municipal Endowment and Classification Bill,
1937·
Public 'Vorks Department-Noojee and Fumina
Roads, 290; Goulburn Levees, 326; Alleged
Block in Land Settlement through Non-Construction of Roads, 710; Mi:. Marsden's statements re Day Labour, 1339; Port Melbourne
Lagoon, 1340, 2189.
Railway Construction-vVoolamai, San Remo,
and Cape Patterson,' 1932.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
300 1.
Shires Reclassification Bill, 1633, 1871.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Water Conservation and
Irrigation, 199; Portarlington Breakwater,
38 7.
Tanner'lil Glucose, 2459.
CAMERON, Mr. JAMES (Gitpsland East)
Butter Commission, 372.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1602.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 513, 1493, 1495,
1506, 1610. 1612, 1616, 1617, 1619, 1621, 1628,
1642, 1643, 1649, 1653, 1656, 1675, 2786, 286 7,
,
.
2873, 2874, 2878, 12~0.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2160.
Disturbances at Election Meetings, 280.
Evidence Law Amenciment Bill (No.2), 2000.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1529, 1531.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 2024.
Income Tax Bill, 2863.
Justices of the Peace, 835, 2494·
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3 29 2, 3293, 3320,
3.122.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1235.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3300.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 802, 897,
1025, 103.~, 1041, 120], 1211, 1221, 2404.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1713.
Pairs, 638.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 2710.
Private :M!embers' Business, 138.
Public 'Service Acts Amendment Bill. 3271.

LEGISLA'l'IVE

Mr. JAMES (c01ztinued)Railway Construction-Walhalla, 398; Woolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson, 1934;
Reference to Standing Committee of Seven
Proposed Lines in globo, 3199; Bruthen,
3 1 99.
Railway Freights, 841.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2994.
Real Property Bill, 1069. 1313.
St. Kilcla and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3002 .
State Schools-Buildings, 301; Charges to
Parents, 2473; Municipalities and Repairs,
2473·
.
Statistics Collection Bill, 554.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Roads and Bridges,
195; 'Workmen's Homes, 228; State School
Buildings, 301; Wattle Planting, 304; Forestry, 312; Walhalla Railway, 398; Minimum Wage, 537.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2845, 28 92, 2893.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
21 77.
Transfer of Police from Country Districts,
24 2 3.
Unfenced) Selections, 415.
'Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
174 8 , 1954, 226 9, 23 8 5, 23 88 , 239 0 , 239 1, 2634,
26 39, 27 16 , 27 17, 2743, 29 87.

CAMERON,

Candidates' Deposits. (See Deposits of Parliamentary Candidates).
Mr. J. J. (BenalZa)
Anthrax, 85I.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill,
17 2 4.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1403.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1531.
Justices of the Peace, 836.
Lanu Settlement, 2530.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1712.
Rabbit Extirpation, 2535.
H.ailway Construction-Goulburn Valley and
N orth·Eastern System, 3194; Reference to
Standing Committee of Seven Proposed
Lines in globo, 3194.
Railway Department-Grain Freights, 844, 846,
2496; Gippsland Grain Rates, 1412; Excursion Fares to Country Shows, 1439; Closing
Country vVorkshops, 2813'
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 29 15, 2993, 30 79.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 455.
Statistics Collection Bill, 552, 556.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3075.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
3016 , 302 3, 302 5, 302 7.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers,
214; Minimum Wage, 546.
Timber Reserves, 2530.
\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1847, 2261, 2592, 2638, 2641, 2649, 2650, 2655,
26 59, 29 19, 293 6 , 2939·

CARLISLE,

Carrum Advances Bill-Governor's message
brought Gown, and resolution for appropriation acloptecl.r, 13CJ3; Bill brouaht in by Sir
Samuel Gillott, and read first time, i304;
second reading moved by Sir Samuel Gillott,
1598; debated, 1599; Bill read second time,
1603; considered in Committee, 1603; amendments on report, 1671; third reading, 1672.
Carrum Swamp. (See Lands Department.)
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Cash Credit Balance. (See Bank Balances, Government).
Cemeteries. (See Melbourne General Cemetery;
N ortizem Suburbs Cemetery Bill; St. Kilda
Cemelt;ry, and Spring Vale Cemetery.)
Chairman of Committees, Election of-Motion
by Mr. McBride "for appointment of Mr.
Craven, 184; motion by Sir Alexander Peacock for appointment of Mr. G. H. Bennett,
185; nomination declined by Mr. G. H.
Bennett, 185; motion by Mr. J. W. Billson
for appointment of Mr. Wilkins, 185; Mr.
Craven elected, 185.
CHAIR~IAN OF Co~mITTEEs

(Mr. A. W. Craven)Rulings and Statements ofBills-Amendments, 239, 29 2, 790, 79 1, 89 2,
893, II37, 140 7, 15 61 , 15 62 , 15 63, 1616, 16 5 1 ,
1661, 1967, 1968, 2015, 2016, 2019, 2025;
2164, 216 5, 2259, 226 7, 2395, 2397, 2747,
2908, 2993; amendments creating a charge
upon the public revenue, 439, 441, 442;
amendments inconsistent with a previous decision of the Committee, 1607; new clauses,
1065, 1244, 1245, 226Z; omission of clauses,
1273, 2730; amendmelits in Bills founded on
Governor's message, 1471.
Budget Debate.,z 2315.
Close of the ~ession, 3335.
Debate-Irregular Discussion, 3 1 5, 3 16, 933,
128 9, 1290, 1400, 140~ 140~ 1485, 149 1,
16 59, 1960, 2025, 253 1, 2587, 274 1, 2746,
2750, 2795, 2798, 2803; interjections, 318,
39 1, 6~1, 820, 912, 2724; unparliamentary
expressIOns, 395, 6II, 922 , 93 2, 1409, 1962,
2654, 2806; reflections on honorable members, 407, 820, 821, 2349, 2352, 2750; imputing motives to honorable members, 799,
800, 925, 1548, 1549, 1942, 1962, 1968, 2176,
2352; reflections on the Government, 819;
accepting honorable members' statements,
916, 2164, 2804; latitude in discussion, 930,
1292, 27 24, 2819; offensive expressions, 932,
933,934, 1409, 1410, 2016, 2017, 2026, 2165,
2354, 247 2, 24 82 , 27 61 , 2799, 280 4; reflections on the Chairman's decisions, 1292;
accepting honorable member's denial, 1410,
1486, .2799; acldr~ssing the Chair, 1662;
secon;cl\ reading speeches in Committee,
1937, 1956, 1961 , 1962 , 2356; quoting
Hansard report of current session, 2285;
right of member to speak from writing
desk, 2348, 2357; points of order, 2353,
2354, 27_4°, 2758; motion to report progress cannot be discussed, 2355; reflections
011 decisions of the Committtee, 2750; right
of member in charge of Bill to occupy
Minister's seat at the Table, 2757; newspaper quotations, 3137.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 193, 443.
Supplementary Estjmates, 816, 817.

Chairmen of Committees-Appointment of Mr.
Watt to act as Chairman for the day, 84,
133; appointment of Mr. G. H. Bennett,
Mr. Bowser, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Duffus, and
Mr. Thomson to act as temporary Chairmen
announced, 480.
Charitable Institutions-Statement by Mr. Fairbairn re duplication of charitable institutions, 92; guestion by Mr. A. A. Billson
re introduction of Bill providing for maintenance of charitable institutions, 1589; vote
for charitable institutions discussed in Committee of Supply, 2495.
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COLECHIN, Mr. W. H. (continued)Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 667, 1373, 1495,
1506, 1627, 1644, 1656, 1659, 1660, 1661, 1666,
16 73, 1678, 27 8 3, 28 77.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2161,
216
Church of England Law Further Amendl;ent
5.
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Mackey and read
Daily Hansard, 87·
first time, 27 8 7; Bill ruled by the Speaker
Days and Hours of Sitting, 780 .
to be a private Bill, 2996 ; motion by Mr.
Despatch of Business, 157·
Mackey that Bill be treated as a public Bill
Election of Speaker, 9·
agreed to, 299 6 ; second reading moved by
Electric Street Railways-Reference to Rail.
Mr. Iv.Iackey, 299 6 ; debated, 2996 ; Bill
ways Standing Committee, 3 18+ .
read second time, 2997; considered in ComExecutors Company's Act Further Amendmittee, 2997'; third reading, 299 8 ; amendment Bill, 3 133, 3 136, 3 137.
ments by Legislative Council dealt with,
Extirpation of Vermin, 87·
Fa,::tories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
2
3 95.
3059; Chinese Factories, 3256, 3257.
Clerk, The, Illness of-Announcement by the
Foxes Destruction Bill; 1530 .
Speaker, 27J7; motion by Mr. Bent that
Governor's Travelling Expenses, 87.
the Clerk Assistant perform the duties of
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 202 4.
the Clerk during his absence agreed to,
Hopetoun Channel, 87.
8
277; statement by Mr. Bent, 29 5; by Mr.
Importation of a Sand-Pumping D d
6
Prendergast, 2985; by Mr.
Mackinnon,
Income Tax, 87.
.
re ge, 112 .
86
8
Income Tax Bill, 29 06 .
29 5; by Mr. Beazley, 29 ; by Mr. Gaunson, 29 86 .
Inebriates Bill, 1769, 1889.
Closer Settlement. (See Surplus Revenue Bill
Infectious Diseases Hospital, 87, 2190.
No. I.)
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill, 1442.
Closer Settlement Bill (No. I)-Brought in by
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 345, 1302.
Mr. Murray and read first time, 82; ruling
Justices of the Peace, 83 8 .
by the Speaker that Bill, not having been
Labour Bureau, 81 4.
initiated by Governor's message, is out of
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3 290, 3 293, 3318,
order, 154; Bill discharged from paper,
33 23.
Lands Department-Crown Lands near the You
155.
Closer Settlement Bill (No. 2)-Governor's mesYangs, 21 5; Timber Reserves, 253 1 ; Administration, 253 2.
sage brought down, 170; resolution for appropriation adopted, 216; Bill brough~ _ in
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
by Mr. Murray and read first time, 216;
~738.
. .
.
second reading moved by Mr. Murray"
MIlk. ~uper:IsIO~ Bdl, 33 28 .
7;
debated
by
Mr.
Prenderg'ast,
481;
/
'
MUlllclpal
ElectIOns
(Adult Suffrage) Bill, 83·
26
Mr. Ewen Cameron (Glenelg), 499; Mr._ Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 17 12 ,
Fairbairn, 508; Mr. J. Cameron, 513;
17 13,
Mr. Keast, 515; Mr. Mackinnon, 564;:
~orthern ~uburbs .Cemetery Bill, 3 143, 3 144.
Mr. Oman, 589;.!. I er~~nal ExplanatI.on, 239;
Mr. Thomson, 576;
Mr. Robertson, 595, 614; Mr. Toutcher,
Pe.htIOns from RaIlway Employes, 27 10 .
61 7; Mr. Hutchinson, 628; Mr. Bea:t:d, 632; - Pnvate Member'.)' Business, 2661, 2686, 2824,
Mr. McKenzie, 635; - Mr. Keogh, 664; Mr . ."
3 I I 4, 3 266 .
Colechin, 667; Mr. Levien, 671; Mr. _. Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 12 5.
McCutcheon, 678; Bill read second time, ... Proposed Journal oj the Department oj Labour,
682; considered in Committee, 1272, 1373, _
47Q·.
.
1469, 1535, 1605, 1633, 1673; third reading,
Pubhc LIbrary, NatlOnal Museum, and Art
1688; amendments suggested by Legislative
Ga,ueries-Opening on Sundays, 15 2, 25 24.
Council dealt with, 2781-7; Bill returned
PublIc Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3269,
from Legislative Council with amendments,
3 272.
2864; amendments dealt \vith, 2866-82, 3062,
Railway Construction-\Valhalla, 3 24, 403;
3 22 9; amendments recommended by the
Woolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson,
Governor dealt with, 3399; statement by Mr.
1936; Reference to Standing Committee of
Thomson, 3340; by Mr. Murray, 3340:
Seven Proposed Lines in globo, 3207; Cohuna
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Billto Gunbower, 3 20 7.
Brought in by Mr. Bent and read first time
Railway Department-Coal Freights, 87; Re·
1993; second readin cr moved by M/
pairing Geelong to Ballarat Line, 479; EmMcLeod, 2152; debateOd, 2152, 2158; Bill
ployes Pensions, 857; Closing Country Workread second time, 2160; considered in Comshops, 2818; Treatment of Employes, 2818;
mittee, 2160, 2195; amendments on report,
Coal Contracts, 281 9'
24 14; third reading, 2415; amendment after
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
third reading, 2415.
2), 29 13, 29 14, 29 16 , 2993, 3077·
Cold Storage. (See Produce, Export oj.)
Railways Standi~g Committee, ~7'
Real Property Bdl, 1305.
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No. I), 349.
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 2758, 2759.
COLECHIN, Mr. \Y. H. (Geelong)
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
Agricultural Societies and Politics, 2190, 2571.
2962 , 2999·
Appropriation Bill, 2944.
State School Curriculum, 2481.
Ballarat \Vater Commission Bill, 3062.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
Budget, 2347.
3°27·
Charities Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent and
read first time, 1742) Bill discharged from
paper, 2521.
(See Factories and Shops
Chinese Factories.
Acts Amendment Bill.)
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Mr. W. H. (continued)Surplus Revenue Bill, 550; Roads and Bridges,
197; Flinders-street Railway Station, 206;
Electric Conveyers, 212, 419; Workmen's
Homes, 225; State School Buildings, 296;
Wattle Planting, 303; Bendigo Art Gallery,
3 14; Walhalla Railway, 324, 403; Portarling ton Breakwater, 388; Elwood Swamp,
433; Minimum Wage, 545.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3153.
Technical Education, 2481.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2843, 2896,
28 98.
The Age Newspaper, 125, 1898.
Totalizator Bill, 973.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
21 71.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2365.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1822, 2260, 2271, 2645, 2646, 2647, 2656, 2716,
27 17, 273 0, 273 8, 2740 , 2746 .
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill~
189 2 •
Wharfage Charges, 2818.
Writing Desks for Members, 860.

COLECHIN,

Mr. A. W. (Benambra)
Election as Chairman of Committees, 185.
Registration of Brands Bill, 2460.
(See Speaker, Deputy; also Chairman oj
Committees.)

CRAVEN,

Credit Fancier Extension Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Hannah, and read first time, 83; discharged from paper, 3331.
Crown Prosecutors-Question by Mr. Gaunson re
allowing Crown Prosecutors to engage in
private practice, 829; statement by Mr. Gaunson, 2490.

--r
Mr. JOHN (Gu1Zb(;wer}
Butter Export Industry-Mr. Taverner's report,
15 87.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation Bill,
2005, 2008, 2066.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3290, 3294, 3297.
Secretary for Lands, 2527.
vVaranga Basin Main Channel, 290.
vVater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1434, 1839, 2601, 2648, 2655, 2656, 27 13, 27 18 ,
2747·

CULLEN,

Collingwood and Whittlesea Railway Lines, Connexion Between. (See Surplus Revenue Bill Cyanide Patent. (See lI1ines Department.)
No. I.)
Committee of Public Accounts. (See Public Ac· Dairying Companies Act 1900 Further Amendcounts,' Committee of.)
ment Bill-Brought in by Mr. Duffus, and
Committee (Select)-Appointed-Re construction
read first time, 1442; Bill ruled by Deputy
of railway locomotives, 1927.
Speaker to be a private Bill, 1734; motion by
Committees (Permanent)-Appointed, 24, 82.
Mr. Duffus that Bill be treated as a public
Commonwealth Government, relations of State
Bill, 1734; debated, 1734-5; agreed to" 1735;
second reading of Bill moved by Mr. Duffus,
Government with. (See Stamps Acts Amend1735; Dill read second time, 1735; considered
ment Bill.)
in Committee, 1735; third reading, 1736.
Commonwealth Parliament-Statement by Mr.
W'att re seating accommodation in House of Dairying, Instruction in. (See Public Z1Zstruction.)
Representatives for State members, 1706; by Dartmoor and Mumbannar, Railway CommuI).ication with-Motion by Mr. Bent to refer to
Mr. Lemmon, 1706; by Mr. Ewen Cameron
Railwavs Standing Committee the question of
(Glenelg), 1706.
railway, communication with certain districts,
Companies Act-Question by Mr. Lawson re inincluding Dartmoor, Mumbannar, and totroduction of a Bill to amend the Companies
wards Mount Gambier, 3184; debated, 3187;
Act, 945.
agreed to, 3214.
Conciliation and Arbitration Bill-Brought in by Days of Sitting. (See Sessional Arrangements.)
Mr. Lemmon, and read first time, 83; dis- Deaf and Dumb Children-Question by Mr.
charged from paper, 3331.
McCutcheon re introduction of Bill relating
Consolidated Eevenue Bill (No. I)-Brought in
to education of deaf and dumb children,
by Mr. Bent, and passed through all stages,
15 88 .
Debts l~ecovery C~1arried Persons) Bill-Brought
96.
in by Mr. Bowser, and read first time, 83;
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Brought in
Bill discharged from paper, 2027.
by Mr. Bent, and passed through all stages,
Deposits of Parliamentary Candidates-State·
859·
ment by Mr. Mackinnon in Committee of
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 3)-Brought in
Supply re return of deposits forfeited by
by Mr. Bent, and passed through all stages,
candidates for the representation of th'O:
1439·
Railways and Public Services, 14Ji; hy Mr.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-Brought in
Dent, 1438.
by Mr. Bent, and passed through all stages, Desks for Members.
(See Parliament House,
2115·
Exhibition Buildings.)
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 5)-Brought in Destitute and Aged Persons, Relief of. (See
by Mr. Bent, and passed through all stages,
Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
25:25·
Disturbances at Election Meetings. (See lJ.?ecConsumptives, Accommodation for. (See Surplus
ho,z lI1 eetings, Disturbances at.)
Revenue Bill No. I.)
Division List, Correction of, 1848.
Conveyancing Bill. (See Real Property Bill.)
Divisions-In the House-On Mr. Fairbairn's
Council of Legal Education. (See Legal Practimotion for the election of Mr. Frank
tioners Reciprocity Acts.)
Madden as Speaker, 10; on Mr. Bent's moCounty Court Bench-Question by Mr. Warde re
tion for second reading of Surplus Revenue
filling vacancy caused by death of Judge
Bill, 184; on Mr. McBride's motion for ap'Hamilton, 1669; by Mr. Mackinnon, 2491.
pointment of Mr. Craven as Chairman of
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Divisions-In the House-(continued)Divisions-In Committee-(continued)
Committees, 185; on Mr. Toutcher's new
H. S. Bennett's amendment in clause
clause re minimum wage in Surplus Revenue
46 of same Bill, 1132; on Mr. Smith's
Bill (No. I), 548; on Mr. Solly's motion for
amendment In same clause, 1135; on
production of papers in the case of G.
Mr. Anstey's amendment in clause 53
Brown, late locomotive foreman, 948; on
of same Bill, II38; on Mr. McLeod's
Mr. Duffus' motion for second reading of
amendments in clause 23 of same Bill, 1204,
Totalizator Bill, 987; on Mr. Sangster's
1207; on Mr. Lawson's proposed new clause
motion for adjournment of the House to
in same Bill, 1229; on Mr. Mackinnon's prodiscuss action of Government in importing
posed new clause in same Bill, 1244; on Mr.
a sand-pumping dredge, 1128; on Mr.
Prendergast's amendment in clause 4 of
13ailes' amendment in clause 13 of Mines
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1404; on Mr.
Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1345; on Mr.
Toutcher's amendment in same clause, 1409;
Bailes' amendment in clause 55 of same
on Mr. J. VV. Billson's amendment in same
Bill, 1355; on Mr. Lawson's proposed new
clause, 1410; on Mr. Prendergast's new
clause in same Bill, 1359; on Mr. Smith's
clause in Foxes Destruction Bill, 1532; on
proposed new clause in same Bill, 136o; on
Mr. Prendergast's amendment in clause 22'
Mr. Bent's motion for the adjournment of
of Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1561; on
the debate on Mr. Gaunson's motion that
clause ;22 pf same Bill, 1609; on Mr.
all Government appointments be fille'd only
Robertson's amendment in clause 23 of same
by residents of this State, 1468; on Mr.
Bill, 1614; on Mr. Thomson's amendments in
Bent's motion for the adjournment of
clause 41 of same Bill, 1630, 1636, 1645; on
the debate on Mr. McGregor's motion for
clause 47 of same Bill, 1665; on Mr. Mackinsecond reading of Local Government Act
non's proposed new clause in same Bill,
1903 Amendment Bill, 1748; on Mr.
1686; on Mr. 'Yarde's proposed new clause
Bromley'S motion in favour of opening the
in Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
Public Library, Museum, and Art Galleries
2200; on Mr. 'Vatt's amendment in clause 2
on Sunday afternoons, 1760; on Mr. Bent's
of Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2365; on Mr.
motion to refer to the Railways Standing
Beazley's amendment in same clause, 2366;
Committee the question of railway extension
on Mr. Cullen's proposed new clause in
to VVoolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patter'Yater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
son, 1936; on Mr. Mackey's motion for
Bill, 2716; on clause 56A of same 13ill, 2749;
second readin a of Evidence Law Amendment
on Mr. Mackinnon's amendment in clause 2
Bill (No. 2), ~ooo; on the Legislative Counof Income Tax Bill, 2906; on Mr. Gray's
cil's amendment In clause 14 of Mines Acts
amendment in clause 259 of 'Vater Acts ConFurther Amendment Bill, 2.1-00; on Mr.
solidation and Amendment Bill, 2942; on
Bailes' amendment on the Legislative CounMr. Sangster's amendment in clause 12 of
cil's amendment in clause 18 of same Bill,
Raihvavs Laws Further Amendment Bill
2402; on the Legislative Council's amend(No.2), 2994.
ment, omitting clause 65 of same Bill, 2414;
on the amendments suggested by the Legis- Dock Accommodation-Statement by Mr. Lemmon re dock accommodation at VVilliamslative Council in clause 7 of Closer Settletown, 93.
ment Bill (No.2), 2786; on Mr. McGregor's
amendment on Mr. Bent's motion for second
reading of St. Kilda and Brighton Electric
Tramway Bill, 3011; on Mr. Bent's motion DO'WNWARD, Mr. ALFRED (1I1ornington)
to refer certain proposed railway lines to
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1294, 140 7,
Railways Standing Committee, 3214; on ~r.
147 6 , 16 36 , 16 45, 16 73.
Murray's motion fori not insisting on disFactories and Shops Acts Amendment Billagreeing with amendment of Legislative
Chinese Factories, 3263.
Council to insert new clause B in Closer
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1526.
Settlement Bill (No.2), 3231.
Inebriates Bill, 1890.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 1302.
Divisions-In Committee-On clause 2 of Tied
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3295, 3296.
Houses Abolition Bill, 245; on clause 3 of
Licences Renewal Bill, 2527.
same Bill, 249; on schedule of Surplus ReLicensing Bill, 1875.
venue Bill (No. I) (Collingwood and WhittleMunicipal Elections, 1107.
sea railway lines), 387; on same schedule
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1713.
(Walhalla railway), 407; on Mr. PrenclerPersonal Explanation, 170.
gast's amendment in same schedule (Elwood
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Swamp), 434; on Mr. Lawson's amendment
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 153, 1755.
in clause 12 of Mines Acts Further AmendRailway Construction-VVoolamai, San Remo,
ment Bill, 789; on 1fr. 13ailes' amendment
and Cape Patterson, 1930.
in clause 15 of same ·Bill, 791; on Mr.
Railway Department-Newcastle Coal SupAnstey's amendment in same clause, 800; on
plies, 2055.
sub-clause (2) of clause 14 in same Bill, 935;
on Mr. 13ailes' amendment in sub-clause (4)
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
of same clause, 937; on Mr. Anstey's amend2), 2994.
ment in same sub-clause, 938; on Mr. AnState Schools in Country Districts, 24 8 1.
stey's proposed new sub-clause in clause
Surplus Revenue Bill, 177.
14 of same Bill, 1032; on Mr. McGrath's
Totalizator Bill, 964.
amendment in clause 17 of same Bill, 1040;
'Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
on Mr. Bailes' amendment in clause 18 of
182 4, 1949·
same Bill, 1043; on Mr. Bailes' amendment in
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
clause 41 of same Bill, 1047; on Mr.
1892 •
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Dredge, Importation of-Question by Mr.
S-angster re importation of a sand-pumping
dredge, 1102; statement by Mr. Sangster
(on motion for adjournment of the House)
re "the importation of a sand-pumping
dredge, after definite promises had been
made by two Premiers that the dredge
would be constructed in the State," 1I09;
subject discussed, IlI3-28; question by Mr.
Sangster, 3156.
Mr. J. F. (Port Fairy)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2)' 1481, 1627,
1643.
Dairying
Companies
Act
1900
Further
Amendment Bill, 144 2, 1734, 1735, 1736.
Government Spaying Expert, 2554.
Importation of Stud Stock, 2554.
Licensing Bill, 3277.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1740 .
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine
Act Amendment Bill, 1234.
Real Property Bill, 1307, 1312.
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 2488.
Statement as Acting Chairman-Amendments,
17 17.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3075.
Surplus Revenue Bill·-Minimum \Vage, 548.
Totalizator Dill, 83, 952.
University Bill, 2219, 2221, 2224, 2226.

DUFFUS,

Dunolly Land Reserve Revocation Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Murray, and read first time, 1808;
second reading moved by Mr. Murray, 1893;
Bill read second time, 1894; third reading,
1894.
Duty Stamps-Question by Mr. Lawson re sale
of duty stamps, 133.
Education Department. (See Public Instruction.)
Eight Hours' Anniversary Celebration Committee
-Motion by Mr. Boyd, for appointment of
Select Committee" to inquire into and report
upon the collection and distribution of the
funds received by the Eight Hours' Anniversary Celebration Committee for the
years 1900 to IC)04 inclusive in connexion
with their Art Union," 138; debated, 141;
withdrawn, 148.
Election Meetings, Disturbances at-Statement
by Mr. Prendergast, 279; by Mr. McGregor,
279; by Mr. J. Cameron, 280.
Elections
and
Qualifications
CommitteeSpeaker's warrant laid on table, 66.
Elective Ministries-Statement by Mr. 'Watt re
notice of motion with reference to the establishment of an Elective ExecutiYe, 046.
Electoral Registrars-Statement by Mr. Outtrim
re pavment of Electoral Registrars, 2420.
Electric Street Railways-Motion by Mr. Bent,
to refer to the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Railways, for consideration
and report-( 1.) The question of constructing :l.ll electric street railway along or close
to the eastern foreshore of Hobson's Bay to
St. . Kilda, and towards Elwood; (2.) The
question of securing to the suburban railways,
by the construction of electric street rail·
wa ys, traffic from metropolitan areas which
are inconveniently situated to the existing
railways, 3179; debated, 3180; agreed to,
3 184.
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Mr. G. A. (Albert Park)Case of Mr. Horace Perkins, 3178.
Closer Settlement Bill (~o. 2), 1627, 1639.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2197.
Daylesford Mines, 477.
Election of Speaker, 6.
Factories Act and Railway 'Workmen, 2420.
Importation of a Sand-pumping Dredge, 1113.
Middle Park Police Protection, 2422.
Parliament Buildings-Exclusion of Strangers,
1340 .
Railway Employes' Pensions, 852, 853.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3084.
Re-employment of Railway Strikers, 2820.
Residence Areas at Berringa, 3086.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3009.
St. Kilda Cemetery, 2582.
Supply of Hansard to Members, 602.
Surplus Revenue BiJI-Flinders-street Railway
Station, 204 ..
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3156.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2845.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
21 76.
\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1808, 2397, 2603, 2605, 2606, 2658,
26 59.
Elwood Swamp.
(See Surplus Revenue Bill,
No. I).
Estimates-Estimates of expenditure for J ul y and
August, 1904, brought down, 84; Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure for 1903-4
brought down, 810; Estimates of Expenditure
for September, 1904, brought down, 1435;
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for
1904-5 brought down, 2092; additional Estimates of Expenditure for 1904-5 brought
down, 2414.
Eureka Stockade-Question by Mr. H. S. Bennett, re granting railway passes to surviving
participants in the E:lfeka Stockade to attend
celebration in Ballarat, 2C)86.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No. I)-Brought
in by Mr. Mackey, and read first time,
1019; Bill discharged from pnyer, 1701.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No. 2)-Brought
in by Mr. Mackey and read first time, li02;
second reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 1993;
debated, 1994; negatived, 2000.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Mackey, and read
first time, 2787; Blli ruled by the Speaker
to be a private Bin, 3131; motion by Mr.
Mackey that Bill be treated as a public
Bill, 3131; debated, 31.11; agreed to, 3135;
second reading of Bill moved by Mr.
Mackey, 3135; deBated, 3135; Bill read
second time, 3136; considered in Committee,
3136; thircl reading, 3214.
Exhibition Bu71ding-Vote for Exhibition Building discussed in Committee of Supply, 2430.
Export Trade. (See Produce, Export of.)
Extradition of Criminals. (See Justice, Administration of.)

ELMSLIE,

Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill
-Brought in by Sir Samuel Gillott, a~d read
fIrst time, 2866; second reading moved by
Sir Samuel Gil1ott, 3045; debated, 3046-;
Bill read second time, 3048; considered in
Committee, 3048; third reading moved by
Sir Samuel Gillott, 3048; debated, 3048;
agreed to, 3049; amendment recommended
by the Governor dealt with, 3339.
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Factories and Shops Acts-Question by Mr. FAIRBAIRN, Mr. GEORGE (continued)Lemmon re creation of wages boards for
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers,
certain trades, 65; re determination of wages
211, 420; Railway Rolling-stock, 261; Melboard for tbe artificial manure trade, 1271;
bourne City Lock-up, 380.
statement by Mr. Prendergast re payment
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2844.
for overtime in dressmaking trade, 1895; by
Totalizator Bill, 971.
Sir Samuel Gillott, 1897; question by Mr.
University Bill, 2224.
Lemmon re consolidation and permanent
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
enactment of factory legislation, 2138; state193 8 , 1942, 2054, 2259, 2260, 2284, 2386,
ment by Mr. Elmslie in Committee of Supply
23 89, 239 6 , 26 34, 2719, 27 20 .
re application of factory legislation to Railway Department, 2420; by Sir Samuel Gillott, 2431; question by :rvlr. Lemmon re basis Fink, the Honorable Theodore. (See University
of determining apyeals as to wages in the
of Melbourne Commission.)
Court of Industrial Appeals, 2426; by Mr. Forests.
(See State Forests.)
H. S. Bennett re extension of detennina- Forrest to Barramunga Railway Extension-Retion of ironmoulders wages board to portion
port of Parliamenfary Standing Committee
of the Shire of Braybrook, so as to include
on Railways brought up, 20.,5.
McKay and Co.'s implement factory, 2778.
Foxes Destruction Bill-Brought in by Mr. MurFactories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill
ray and read first time, 603; second reading
(Chinese factories)-Brought in by Mr. Bent
moved by Mr. Murray, 1524; aebated, 1525;
(for Sir Samuel Gillott), and read first time,
Bill read second time, 1530; considered in
2315; motion by Sir Samuel Gillott in ComCommittee, 1530; thira reading, 1532.
mittee of the whole, fixing licence-fees Frankston and Langwarrin Land Reserve Rechargeable under the Bill, 3049; debated,
vocation Bill-Brought in bv Mr. Murray,
J049; agreed to, 3049; second reading of
and read first time, 1808; "second reading
Bill moved by Sir Samuel Gillott, 3049;
moved by Mr. Murray, 1894; Bill read second
debated, J050; Bill read second time, 3051;
time, 1894; third reading, 189..4.
considered in Committee, 305r; third reading, 3059; statement by Mr. McCutcheon
(on motion for adjournment of the House), GAUNSO~, Mr. DAVID (Representative of Public
re nature of information sup-plied to Chief
o !ficers)
Secretary with reference to -effect of Bill,
Administration of Justice-Case of Harold P.
3255; subject discussed, 3256-65.
Petersen, 2191; Case of James Peters, 2428;
Treatment of Prisoners On Trial, 2430.
FAIRBAIRN, Mr. GEORGE (Toorak)
Agent-General, 821.
Agent-General, 826.
Alexandra Park Bill, 1773, 1775.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 357.
Appropriation Bill, 2945.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill,
Budget, 2342, 234 8 , 2349, 2354·
17 2 5.
Butter Commission, 2353.
Budget, 2345.
Case of Mr. A. G. Berry, 1077, 2685, 2701.
Charitable Institutions, 92.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 681, 1399,
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), .508, 1291, 1292,
140 7, 1410, 2785, 2286, 28 70 , 2873, 28 76 ,
1477, 1485, r4 86 , 1490, 1494, 1.140, 1612, 1621,
28 79, 3 2 30 .
162 3, 16 73, 16 75, 27 84, 2867, 2875, 28 78, 2880,
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
306 4, 3 2 Jo.
21 54, 2161, 2163, 2165, 2199, 2415.
Coal and Ffrewood Sale Regulation Bill. 21.S5,
Crown Prosecutors, 829, 2490.
21 99.
Daily Hansard, 85.
Election of Speaker, 4.
Days, and Hours of Sitting, 520, 779.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No.2), TQq6.
Debate-Reflections on Legislative Council,
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
623; debate on question that leave be asked
Bill, 3132, 3I.~4.
for Committee to sit again, 2355; offensive
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
expressions, 2472, 2482, 276i; when no sub30 52 , .1057; Chinese Factories, 3261, 3262.
ject before the Chair, 2883; addressing the
Foxes Destruction Biil, 1529.
Chair, 2887; private member speaking. from
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill, 1441,
the Table, 2897, 3129.
159 6 .
Education Department-State School CurricuJustices of the P'eace, 834.
lum, 2466, 2476, 2479; Teachers' Salaries,
Lands Department - Administration, 2531 ;
2477; Parliamentary Committee on Educaoffice accommodation, 2531.
tion, 2477; Director of Education, 2478;
Licensing Bill, 1873, 3222.
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments Bill,
Teachers' Travelling Expenses, 2479; Endowment of Education System, 2480; Pay2S61.
Miik Supervision Bill, 3125.
ment by Results, 2486; Cookery Classes,
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1201.
2490 .
Municipalities and State School Repairs, 2467.
Eight Hours' Anniversary Celebration ComPersonal Explanation, 2054.
mittee, 147.
Ports and Harbors, 92.
Election of Speaker, 8, II.
Railway Department - Management,
2672;
Evidence Law Amendment Rill (No.2), 1997.
Sales of Stores, 26"72; Case of Mr. Love,
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
26 72 •
Bill, 3132, 31 35, 3136, 3137, 3214.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
Export of Produce, 2570 .
2), 2913, 291.,.
. Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BillReal Property Bill, 1059.
Chinese Factories, 3256, 3259.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3043.
Government Advertisements, 85, 94.
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GAUNSON, Mr. DAVID (continued)GAUNSON, Mr. DAVID (continued)Real Property Bill, 1057, 1062, 1063, 1065, 1066,
Governm,ent Appointments in Victoria-Re1067, 1068, 1069, 1071, 10 72, 1073, 10 74,
striction to Local Residents, 946, 1445, 1464,
1075, 1076, 1305, 1306, 1307, 13 10 , 13 13,
1465, 1467, 1468 .
13 14, 136 3.
Government Labour Bureau, 1705.
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 2758.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
Bill, 2006.
2961 , 301 3, 301 4.
'
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
State School Teachers Bill, 1993, 2207, 2209.
2013, ?015, 2019, 2025, 2026.
Statistics Collection Bill, 553, 555.
Illness of Officers of Parliament, 2986.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3072.
Income Tax Bill, 2861, 2905, 2908.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 176, 23 1, 44 1, 443 ;
Inebriates Biil, 1765, 1766, 1769.
Roads and Bridges, 194; Minin~ DevelopInspector-General of Lunatic Asylums, 24, 96,
ment and Boring, 203; Flinders-street Rail131, 2427.
'
way Station, 208; Electric Conveyers, 214;
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 1302, 1303.
'Workmen's Homes, 232; Railway RollingJustices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3140,
stock, 233, 266; Elwood Swamp, 432; Sun3 141, 3 142, 321 5, 3 216 .
bury Waterworks, 435; Minimum Wage, 534·
Justices of the Peace, 832, 836, 838.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3151.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3 294, 3297.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2889.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1696.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 241, 242, 246, 249.
Licensing Bill, 3 222 , 3274.
Totalizator Bill, 968, 969, 980, 982.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
(N o. 3), 1076.
2172, 21 76.
Maffra Beet Sugar Factory, 2570.
Transfer of Land Bill, 1691.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3299.
'Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2355, 2357.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 783, 786,
University Bill, 2220, 2222, 2225.
78 7, 788 , 79 0, 79 2, 794, 796 , 79 8 , 810, 9 25,
Victorian Parlz'amentary Debates, 2416.
9 27, 93 0, 93 2, 93 8, 102 9, 1034, 1037, 104 1,
'Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
1043, 1045, 1048 , 10 51, 113 2, 1136, 1139,
Bill, 1944, 1957, 1961 , 1962 , 196 5, 196 7,
12 44, 2408 , 2409.
2259, 2268, 2281, 2285, 2286, 2385, 2386,
Ministers' Travelling Expenses; 2497, 2498.
23 8 7, 23 88 , 239 1, 2~95, 26 40 , 2648, 26 54,
Municipal Advances for Homesteads Bill, 2561.
26 56, 2657, 26 59, 2660, 2723, 2727, 2741,
Penal Establishments and Gaols-Warders,
274 2, 2743, 2745, 2746 , 2747·
24 27; Prison Reform, 2428; Governor of
Wild Dogs Act 1901 Revival and ContinuPentridge, 2429; Sale of Melbourne Gaol,
ance Bill, Ion.
24 2 9.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 27 0 9.
Police-Efficiency of the Force, 682; Protec- Geelong, Port of--Statement by Mr. Colechin
tion of Property, 945; Burglaries, II06;
re improvement of Hopetoun Channel, 87;
Case of ex-Senior Constable Jones, 1106;
by Mr. Bent, 96; statements re shipping acChief Commissioner, 2421; Cost of Extraditcommodation at GeelonK, by Mr. Levien,
ing Burglars, 2423; Residence in Police
2855; by Mr. Hutchinson, 2855; by Mr.
Barracks, 2423; Sunday Work, 2424.
Bent, 2856.
Police Regulation Act Amendment Bill, 2431, Gellibrand River, Snagging of.
(See Beech
32 98.
Forest, Loading Lands in.)
Private Members' Business, 138, 2151, 2660,
2741.
Privilege-The Age newspaper, 120, 128, 129, GILLOTT, Sir SAMUEL, Chief Secretary and Min13 1, 170 .
ister of Labour (East Melbourne)
Public Library, National Museum, and Art GalAdministration of Justice-Case of William
ler!es-Open on Sundays, 152.
O'Brien, 328; Mr. H. Lonsdale Thompson,
Pubhc Officers Retirement Bill, 1700.
J.P., 1412; Prisoners appearing in Court
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 94 6,
in Prison Garb, 2429, 2522; Imprisonment
21 57, 2759. 27 60 , 3268 , 3271, 3272.
of Lascar Seamen, 2627.
Public Service Fees Bill, 3298.
Butter Commission, 370, 37 1, 1749.
Railway Construction-vVoolamai, San Remo,
Carrum Advances Bill, 1303, 1304, 1598, 1604,
and Cape Patterson, 1935; Richardson Val1605, 1671, 1672.
ley, 2465; Walhalla, 2792; Reference to
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Railways Standing Committee of Seven
Bill, 3295.
Proposed Lines in globo, 3203.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 2877, 2878.
Railway Department-Retirement of Officers
Coroner's Jurors' Fees, 2495.
Under Sixty, 951, 952; Re-employment of
Country Free Libraries, 776, 1708.
Strikers, 2792; Management, 2792; FortFactories Acts-Special Boards, 66; Artificial
Manure Trade, 1271; Overtime in Dressnightly Payment of Employes, 2793; Closing
making Trade, 1897; Consolidation and
Country 'Workshops, 2793; Pension and ComAmendment of Existing Acts, 2138; Railway
pensation Rights, 2794, 2796; Case of Mr.
Workmen, 2431; Decision of Court of InLove, 2796; Coal Contracts, 2797; Carriage
dustrial Appeals, 2626; Ironmoulders Wages
of Road Metal to Gippshnd, 2856.
Railway Freights, 841.
Board, 2778.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3083, 3084.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
Bill, 2866, 3045, 3048 , 3339.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
2), 2910, 2911, 2912, 2913, 2916.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amend3049, 3051, 3053, 30 54, 3055, 3056, 30 58,
ment Bill, 444.
3059; Chinese Factories, 3258.
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GILLOTT, Sir SAMUEL (conti11tted)Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 1453·
Government Labour Bureau, 4 15.
Hackney ~arriages Law Amendment Dill, 201 5,
2022.
Inebriates Bill, 1342, 1763, 17 66 , 17 6 7, 17 68 ,
1771, 1888, 1889, 1891, 3 130 .
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill,
.
1596.
.
Juries Acts Amendment Bdl, 346 , 348:
Justices Act Further Amendment BIll, 602,
1761, 3138, 3140, 3141, 3215, 3216, 321 7,
3218, 3219, 3220 , 333 1, 333 2, 3340 .
Licences Renewal Bill, 1373, 1694, 16 97, 25 25,
25 26 .
Licensing Dill, 1872, 1874, 1876, 1877, 18 78 ,
2143, 21 5!.
Lunatic Asylums-Appointment of InspectorGeneral, 13 1, 1453·Penal Establishments and Gaols-Governor of
Pentridge, 24 29.
Police-Allerred Dissatisfaction in the Force,
65; Protection of Property, q45; Burglaries,
1106· Case of ex-Senior Constable Jones,
1I06; Chief Commissioner. 2421; Additional
Constable at Middle Park, 2422; Cost of
Extradition of Burglars, 24 22 .
}'roposed Journal of the Department of
Labour, 479·
Real Property Bill, 1059, 13 06 .
Retirement of Railway Officers under Sixty,
949·
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 4.S3·
Statistics Collection Bill, 37 2, 55 1, 55 2, 554,
5S5, 55 6 , 557, 13°1.
.
:.,urplus Revenue Bill, 181; Consumptives Sanatorium, 385.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2850'
"l ied Houses Abolition Bill, 239, 246, 173!.
University of Melbourne Royal· Commission,
372; Mr. Fink.~73·
\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
264 2.
Gippsland Railway and the Great Southern Line
-Report of Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways re connecting main
Gippsland Railway and the Great Southern
line by means of a railway starting near
Traralgon, brought up, 1372.
Glucose, Tanner's-Question by Mr. Prendergast re alleged use of tanner's glucose in
jam and confectionery trade, 2459·
Gouiburn Levees-Question by Mr. McKenzie re
flooding of land at Echuca through completion of Goulburn levees, 326.
Government Analvtical Chemist.
(See Analytical Chemist, Government.)
Governme11t App()intments.
(See Appointments,
Government.)
Government Gazette. (See Advertising.)
Government Printing Office-Question by Mr.
McCutcheon re printing for Railway Department, and establishment of special printing
office at Railway Department, 2253) statement bX Mr. McCutcheon, 2675.
Government Statist-Vote for Government Statist discussed in Committee of Supply, 2420.
(See also Victorian Year-Book.)
Governor, His Excellency the (Sir Reginald
Arthur James Talbot, K.C.B.)-Motion by
Mr. Bent for adoption of address of welcome
to His Excellency, agreed to, 25; motion by
J

Governor, His Excellency the (contintted)Mr. Gray for adoption of address in reply
to His Excellency's speech on opening the
session, 25; seconded by Mr. McKenzie, 29;
debated by Mr. Prendergast, 66; address
adopted, 82; His Excellency'S reply, 170;
statement by Mr. Colechin re allowance for
travelling expenses of Governor, 87; by Mr.
Hannah, 94; by Mr. Bent, 96.
Governor, State, Appointment of-Motion by Mr.
Toutcher for presentation to the King of an
humble address, "praying that, on the termination of the present Governor's term of
office, the question of the necessity of appointment of future State Governors for
Victoria be taken into consideration," .149;
debated, 3.'52; motion amended to read as
follows :-" That an humble address be presented to His Majesty the King, praying
that, on the termination of the present Governor's term of office, His Majesty may be
graciously pleased, in appointing another representative, to take into consideration the
altered circumstances of this State which
result from Federation," 370; motion, as
amended, agreed to, 370; statement by Mr.
Toutcher re bringing matter before a Conference of State Premiers, 947; by Mr. Bent,
9A7·
Mr. GEORGE (Goulburn Valley)
Adulteration of Chaff Bill, 83.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1601.
Cold Stora:;,e and Export of Frozen Produce,
947·
.
Cost of Extradition of Burglars, 2422, 2423.
Country Train Service, 1436.
Faxes Destruction Bill, 1526.
Governor of Pentridge, 2429.
Importation of a Sand-pumping Dredge, 1126.
Legal Practitioners
Reciprocity Act 1903
Amendment Bill (No. I), 251.
Licensing Bill, 1874.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill. 1212.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1715.
PetitiOllS from Railway Employes, 2709.
Prison Reform, 2427.
Railway Freights-Allowance for Carriage of
Grain, 840.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2913, 29 15, 2916, 2917.
Shepparton Race·course Site Sale Bill, 3029.
State Schools-Payments by Parents, 1871.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3°70.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
3024, .~028.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers, 212,
410; State School Build~ngs, 295; Wattle
Planting, .~04; Minimum \Vage, .132.
\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1435, 18 45, 1944, 1945, 239 1 , 2593·

GRAHAM,

Grain Bags, Size of.
(See Railway Department-Grain Freights; also Railways Laws
Further Amendment Bill No.2.)
Mr. JOHN (Swan Hill)
Alexandra Park Bill, 1774.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2067.
Auctioneers' Licences, 839.
Butter Commission Expenses, 1469, 2194, 2490.
Case of James Peters, 2428.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1272, 1403,
1481, 1650, 1686.

GRAY,

LEGTSLATIVR ASS El\fBI, Y •

Mr. JOHN (continuedlGovernor's Speech, 25.
Imprisonment of Offenders in Country Lockups, 2428.
Inebriates Bill, 1889.
Land Acts Amendment .Bill, 33 15, 3318.
Private Members' Business, 1895.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1757.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2916,
Real Property Bill, 1313.
Shires Reclassification Bill, 2685.
Snagging the Murray, 2537.
Statistics ·Collection Bill, 55 2, 556.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Inglewood Main Drain,
2233; Charlton Weir, 295; Consumptives
Sanatorium, 383.
Suq~lus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3156.
Thistle Act, 2143.
Treasury Cash Credit Balance, 1272.
University Bill, 2225.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1955, 2387, 239 1, 23 83, 2600, 2606, 2628,
2629, 2631, 2647, 2660, 2714, 2718, 27 21 ,
27 25, 2746, 29 21 , 29 24, 294 2 .

GRAY,

Greater Melbourne Commission-Question by Mr.
Mackinnon re report of Commission, 1588.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation BillBrought in by Mr. Murray, and read first
time, 1871; second reading moved by Mr.
Bent, 2M3; deb~ted, 2004; Bill read second
time, 2011; considered in Committee, 20II,
2064;; third reading moved by Mr. Murray, 2064; debated, 2065; agreed to, 2067.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill-,Brought in' by Mr. Bromley, and read first
time, 83; second reading moved by Mr.
Bromley, 2012; Bill read seconq time, 2012;
considered in Committee, 2012-27; discharged
from paper, 3331.
Mr. MARTIN (Representative of Railways Officers)
Agricultural Education, 2574.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 365.
Appropriation Bill, 2945.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1284, 1290,
1498, 16.18.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2155.
Cookery Classes, 2466.
Credit Foncier Extension' Bill, 83'
Daily Hansard, 86.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 780.
Election of Speaker, 6.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No.2), 1999.
Export of Produce, 2574.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BillChinese Factories, 3263.
Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 1736.
Governor's Travelling Expenses, 94.
Importation of a Sand-pumping Dredge, 1123,
.'
1124.
Infectious Diseases Hospital Maintenance Bill,
3282 .
Maffra Beet Sugar Factory, 94, 2569'
Maps and Pamphlets about Crown Land,>,
1339·
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments,. 1523, 1871, 257i.

HANNAH,

.I
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(continuea,......
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2413.
:Mr. Marsden's Statements about Day Labour~
1339, 1340 .
Municipal Elections, 1I07.
Parliamentary Visit to Newport Workshops..
4 1 4.
Persona) Explanation-The Age Newspaper
Reports, 1631.
Private Members' Business, 1807, 3266.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1752.
Railway Department-Case of Mr. Cherry, 94;
Discharge of Casual Employes, <}4, 156;
Eight Hours Principle, 94, 2674; Dismissed
Strikers, 94; Hours of Engine-drivers and
Signalmen, 168, 2673; Flinders-street Station, 205, 1749; Pay qf Permanent-way Repairers, 414, 811, 2675, 2822; Employes'
Pensions, 856; Sunday Work, 1271; Subsidy for Carriage of Coal, 1438; Treatment
of Employes, 2055, 2672; Fortnightly Payments, 2673; Management, 2674; Promotions,
26 75.
Rathdown-street Public Garden, 2534.
Real Property Bill, 1060.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3001.
Scaffolding and Lifts Inspection Bill, 83, 3299S,eparate Representation Repeal Bill, 8.1, 3283.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3029,

HANNAH, Mr. MARTIN

30 4 2 .

State School Curriculum, 2483.
State Schools in Country Districts, 2483.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 408, 442; Flinders..
street Railway Station, 205; Workmen's
Homes, 227; Railway Rolling-stock, 260,
294; State School Buildings, 302; Forestry,
312; Walhalla Railway, 318, 401; Melbourne
City Lock-up, 380; State Brickworks, 428,
4.36, 440; Minimum Wage, 525.
Tobacconists Bill, 2011.
Totalizator Bill, 985.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill ..
21 71.
Tungamah Race-course Site Sale Bill, 1761.
Unemployed, 520.

Hansard-Statement by Mr. Gaunson in Committee of Supply re publication of a daily
Hansard, 85; by Mr. Colechin, 87; by Sir
Alexander Peacock, 89; by Mr. Bent, 96;
statement by Mr. Toutcher re inadequate supply to members of copies of Hansard, 88;
question by Mr. Elmslie, 602; further statement by Mr. Toutcher, 811; vote for Victorian Parliamentary Debates discussed in
Committee of Supply, 2416. (See also Privilege.)

Mr. ALBERT (Walhalla)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1881 ..
Alleged Block in Land Settlement, 709, 710.
Boring for Gold and Coal. 1871.
Classification of Mortgaged Selections, :.!91.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulo.tion Bill,2J59.
Government Dairy Farms, 1806.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 890, 33 24.
Leather Export Trade, 1807.
New Zealand Education System, 1708.
Noojee and Fumina-Roads, 290; Lands, 890~
15 22 , 17 0 9.
Shires Reclassification Bill, 1871.

HARRIS,

(34)
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Mr. ALBERT (continued)Soil Surveys, 708.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 184; Walhalla Railway, 184, 3I9, :P4. 405, 407; State School
Buildings, 301; Waftle Planting, 305; Minimum Wage, 547.

HARRIS,

Henlth Department-Vote for Department of
Public Health discussed in Committee of
Supply, 2575, 2577.
(See also Glucose,
Tanner's, and Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
Mr. G. F. (WarrenheiPl
Municipal Rating (Unimproved Value) Bill,
83'

HOLDEN,

Holidays, Public-Question by Mr. H. S. Bennett, re introduction of a Bill for a universal
compulsory half-holiday, j09·
Hospitals. (See Charitable Institutions.)
Hospitals, Fever. (See Infectious Diseases Hos·
pital and Surplus Reve11ue BiZ: /\'('. I.)
Mr. THO~IAS (Upper Goulburll'
Butter Commission, 372.
Charities Vote, 2495·
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 140:'
Hours of Meeting, 1590.
Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Site Sale Bill,
168Q.
Petition from Railway Employe.s, 2709, 2710.
Railway Construction-Tolmie, 3187.
Railway Department-Seymour to Melbourne
Service, 1632; Cnse of Mr. J. J. Ellis, 246o ;
Free Passes, 2497·
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2852.
'Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
2391, 2656, 2657, 26 58 .

HCXT,

Hurst's Bridge, Railway Communication withMotion hy Mr. Bent to refer to Railway
Standing Committee the question of railway
communication with certain districts, including Hurst's Bridge (Diamond Creek), 3184;
debated, 3187; agreed to, 3214.
Mr. VVILLL\!\A: (Borung)
Agricultural Societies and Politics, 2572.
Closer Settlement BilT (No.2), 62'8, 127~, 14Il,
146C), 1479, 1488, 16II, 1646, 16 47, 16 48 , 168 3,
287°'
Lake Lonsdale 'Vater Supply, 3 27.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3290, 3 29 1, 33 15,

HCTCHINSO)1,

331 8 .

Lands Survey Staff, 2528.
PouItry Export Trade. 2~73.
Railway Construction-Richardson Valley, 2462.
Railway Grain Freignts, 2495·
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3083'
Secretary for Lands, 2528.
Shipping Accorr··todation at North Shore, Geelong, 2855.
Stamp.s Acts A.. tndment Bill, 45 1, 457·
Surplus Revenu~ Bill-FTInders-street Railway
Station, 205; State School Buildings, 300.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 244·
Vermin Boards in the Mallee, 2534·
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 2219, 2386, 2589, 2601, 26°3, 2604, 260 5,
2645, 2650, 26 55, 27 13, 2742 •

Income Tax-Statement by Mr. Cole chin in Committee of Supply, 87; statement by Mr .. A.
A. Billson, in Committee of Supply re deductions from income tax returns for cost of
feeding horses, 1437; by Mr. Bent, 1438.
Income Tax Bill-Resolution fixing rates of income tax for the year ending 31st December,
1905, adopted, 1670; Bill brought in by Mr.
Bent and read first time, 1671; second reading moved by Mr. Bent, 1883; 'debated, 2857 ;
Bill read second time, 2864'; considered in
Committee, 2864, 2903; third reading, 2909.
Industrial Appeals, Court of.
(See Factories
and Shops Acts.)
Inebriates Bill-Brought in by Sir. Samuel Gillott and read first time, 1342; second reading moved by Sir Samuel Gillott, 1763; debated, 1764; Bill read second time, 1766;
considered in Committee, 1766; third reading moved by Sir Samuel Gillott, 1888; debated, 1888; agreed to, 1889; amendments
proposed after third reading, 1889; amendments by Legislative Council dealt with,
3 1 30 •
Infectious Diseases Hospital-Statement bv Mr.
Colechin in Committee of Supply, 87;' statement by Mr. Prendergast, re delay in ad·
mitting patients, 2187; by Mr: Bent, 2188;
by Mr. Wilkins, 2190; further statement by
Mr. Colechin re management of hospital,
219°·
. Infectious Diseases Hospital Maintenance BillBrought in by Mr. Bent, and read first time,
2853; discharged from paper.
Inspector-General of the Insane. (See Lunatic
Asylums.)
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill-Received from Legisl::ttive Council and read
first time, 14II; second reading mQved by
Mr. Mackey, 1440; debated, 1440; Bill read
second time, 1442; considered in Committee,
1591; third reading, 1598.

Mr. W. H. (Lowan)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 2876, 2879.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Bill, 3048.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3218,
3 21 9.
Railway Construction-Reference to Railways
Standing Committee of seven proposed lines
in globo, 3188.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
2958, 301 5. .
Speaker's Congratulations, 2091.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2888.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
2275, 2590 , 275 2, 2753·

IRVINE,

Jurip.s Acts Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Council and read first time, 325;
second reading moved by Mr. Mackey, ~44;
debated, 345; Bill read second time, ?4!l;
considered in Committee, 34Q; third reading,
'24.9; returned from Legislative Council with
an amendment on the Assembly's amendment, 740; COUI'.e:il's amendment disagreed
with, 740; message from Legislative Council
insisting on their amendment dealt with,
13°2.
Jurors' Fees-Vote for jurors' fees discussed' in
Committee of Supply, 249 1 , ~494.

IJEGISLATlVE ASSEl\IBLY.

Justice, Administration of-Question by Mr.
Sangster re case of William O'Brien, 328;
i;>y'Mr. Prendergast re attendance in Court
of witnesses in prison gar.b, 457; subject discussed in ,Committee of Supply, 2429; statement by Sir Samuel Gillott, 2522; question
by Mr. Prendergast re case of Patriel.
Murphy, 457; statement by Mr. Ga';lnson re
case of Harold P. Petersen, 2191; by Mr.
Graham re extradition of burglars from one
State to anot4er,. 2422; by Sir, Samuel Gil\ott, 2422; by Mr. Gaunson, 2423; by Mr.
Gray re case of James Peters, 2428; by Mr.
Gaunson, 2428; question by Mr. Prendergast
re imprisonment of lascar seamen, 2627; by
Mr. Elmslie re case of Mr. Horace Perkins,
3 1 78 .
J ustice<; Act Further Amendment Bill-Received
from Legislative Council and read first time,
602; second reading moved by Sir Samuel
Gillott" 176,1; debated, 1762; Bill read
second time, 1763; considered in Committee,
3137; 3215; third reading, 3219; a~endment
proposed after third reading, 3219; message
from Legislative Council dealt with, 3331;
amendments recommended by the Governor
dealt with, 3340:
Justices of the Peace-Subject of appointment of
, Justices of the Peace discussed in Committee
of Supply, 83i-8, 2491-4; question by Mr.
Bromley re retentipn of Mr. H. L. Thompson on the roll of Justices of the Peace,
1412.
Justices of the Peace, Service of as Jurors. (See
Juries Acts Amendment Bill.)
I

Mr. W. S. (Dandeno'ng)
Budget, 2332.
Butter Industry-Proposed State Dairy College, 1522.
,
Carrum Advances Bill, 1600, 1603, 1604.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 515, 1475, 1492,
1612, 1616, 1617, 1622, 1643, 1675, 1678.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 2256.
Department of Agriculture-Alleged Incompetency of Experts, 1588, 2545; Instruction
of Farmers in Judging Stock and Grain,
1589; Government Dairy Farms, 2545; Director of Agriculture, 2546.
Gunbower Island· Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2009.
Koo-wee-rup Leaseholders, 2833.
Milk Supervision Rill, 3326.
Railway Department-Employes' Hours and
Pay, 2682; Tapering Rates, 2682; Shed at
Ferntree Gully, f683.
Surplus Revenue Rill- Carrum \Veir, 223;
'Vorkmen's Homes, 227.
Timber Royalty, 2546.
'Vatet Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
225 8.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
18;)2. '

KEA'ST,'

KEOGH,

Mr. H. P. (contillued)-

·Foxes Destruction Bill, 1528, 1530.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 347.
Justices of the Peace, 834.
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Laijd
Bill, 1699.
Land Acts Amendment Rill, 3322.
Licensing Bill,' 3223.
.
Local, Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
~·;45·

c.iaffra Beet Sugar Factory, 2544.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1237.
Mines Acts Further, Amendment Bill, 901,
1029, 119 1, 121 3, 2404.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, lil8.
1\1 unicipal Subsidy, 1439,
Payment of Monitors, 2469.
Police-Punishment for Offences, 2424; Unde·
tected Crimes, 2427.
Privi!~ge-The Age newspaper, 125.
Public Library, National Mu<;eum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 153.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 327I.
Railway Construction-Walhalla, 402; Reference to Standing Committee of seven proposed lines in globo, 3203; Bairnsdale to
Bruthen, 3203.
Railway Department-Supsidies for Carriage,
of Grain and Coal, 86; Belated Repairs, 86;
Employes' Pensions, 854; Tapering Rates,
2668; Carriage of Perishable Products,
2669; Finances, 2669.
Railway Freights, 841.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3084.
Railways Special Funds Application Bill, 3085.
Retail Shops Limiting Rill (No.2), 2759.
St. John's Wort, 132.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 2562.
State Schools in Country Districts, 2468.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3076,
Surplus Revenue Bill, 179; Roads and Bridges,
196; Flinders-street Railway Station, 207;
State School Buildings. 297; Wattle Planting, 303; Forestry, 308; Melbourne University. ,'if; Consumptives Sanatorium, 383;
Walhalla Railway, 402.
Timber Conservation, 2544.
. Totalizator Bill, 962.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2362.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1820, 1949, 2271, 228 5, 2385, 2387, 23 88 , 2390,
2193·
.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
17 0 9.
King's Birthdav Announcement by the
Speaker re message from His Majesty the
King, thanking His Excellency the Governor
for cable message forwarded on behalf of
the State of Victoria, congratulating HilO
Majesty on his birthday, 2881.
Mr. HAY (Eaglelzawk)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1398.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2159.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1530.
Income Tax Bill, 2863'
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 7 16 , i39,
782, 790, 795, 801, '802, 902 , 1033, 1045, 10 46 ,
1052, 1136, II37, 1202, 1350, 2401.
Old-age Pensions, 325.

KIRKWOOD,

Mr. H. P. (Gippsland North)
,Agent-General, 818.
Closer Setttlement Bill (No.2), 664,
1473, 1490 , 149 2, 1493, 1494, 1557,
. 1618, 1686.
, Coal and. Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 21 53,
, 2166.
'
Federal Sugar Bonus, 2627 ..
In .
,

KEOGH,
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KIRKWOOD, Mr. HAY (continued)Railway Department-Closing Country Workshops, 2822; Delavs in Goods Traffic, 2822;
Newspaper Trains; 2822.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3008 .
State Schools in Country Districts, 2484'
Surplus Revenue Bill-Forestry, 306; Walhalla
Railway, 403; Minimum Wage, 548.
Timber-Railway Freights, 850, 2822; Royalty,
2553·
Totalizator Bill, 897.

LANGDON, Mr. THOMAS,. Minister without Office
(Korong)
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2915.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers,
212; Melbourne University, 378.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1942.
LAWSON, Mr. H. S. W. (Castlemaine and
Maldon)
Butter Commission, 372.
Claims of Letter Carriers, 848.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2153.
Companies Law Amendment, 945.
Country Free Libraries, 770, 1708.
Country Train Service, 1436.
Cyanide Patent, 602.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 779.
Guildford and Yapeen Water Supply, 132.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3218,

Labour Bureau-Question by Mr. Robertson (for
Mr. E. Cameron, Glenelg) re principle followed in giving employment to labourers
registered at the bureau, 415; statement by
Mr. Mackinnoll, 812; subject discussed, 812;
question by Mr. G. H. Bennett, II05; statement by Mr. G. H. Bennett, 1702; subject
discussed, 1702-6; statement by Mr. Bent,
321 9.
Land Surveys, 848.
170 4.
Lands Acts Amendment Bill, 3292, 3321.
Labour Colony. (See Leongatha Labour Colony.)
Licences Renewal Bill, 1696, 2526.
Labour Department-Question by Mr. Colechin
Lo€al Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
re proposed Journal of the Department of
(No.2), 746.
Labour, 479.
.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 731, 784,
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land Bill
786 , 78 7, 935, 1030 , 1034, 104 1, 1042, 1044,
-Governor's message brought down, 602; re1203, 1207, 1218, 1222 .• 1237, 1238, 135 8 , 2399,
solution for appropriation adopted, 710; Bill
240 5.
brought in by Mr. Murray, and read first time,
Mines Department-Classes of Instruction, 850;
710; second reading moved by Mr. Murray,
Signal., in Mines, 1412; Fentiman's Reef
1697; Bill read second time, 1698; considered
Gold Mining Company, 2314; Miners' Rights
in Committee, 1698; third reading, 1699.
at Taradale, 2521.
Land Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Mining Development Vote, 777.
Murray, and read first time, 82; question by
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1715.
Mr. Harris, 890; second reading of Bill
Private Members' Business, 2661, 3267.
moved by Mr. Murray, 3284; debated, 3287;
Public Libraries, 89.
Bill read second time, 3290; considered in
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
Committee, 3290, 3295, 3315; third reading,
Bill, 445.
3324; amendments by Legislative Council
Real Property Bill, 1062, 1363'
dealt with, 3332; amendments recommended
Sale of Duty Stamps, 133.
by the Governor dealt with, 3339.
Speed of Passenger Trains, !706, 1806.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 452, 457.
Lands Department-Question by Mr. Colechin re
Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street Railway
reservation of Crown lands near the You
Statio!}, 207; State School Buildings, 298;
Yangs, 215; by Mr. Harris re classification
Water Conservation and Irrigation, 315.
of mortgaged selections, 291; by Mr.
Timber-Reserves, 2552; Royalty., 2553.
Toutcher re water and dmber reserves, 327;
Transfer of Land Bill, 1694.
by Mr. J. Cameron re unfenced selection in
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
the McCulloch country, 415; by Mr. Watt
Fe applicants for Fumina blocks, 479; re
Bill, 2738, 2740, 2741.
Women's Suffrage Bill, 2158, 2177, 2661, 3267.
alleged illegal possession of large areas of
land in the State, 479.1 re grazing area
leases, 479; by Mr. Lawson re expediting
surveys, 848; by Mr. Harris re alleged with- Leather Export trade. (See Produce, Export oj,)
holding from selection of lands at N oojee Le Blocq, A. J., Case of. (See Railway Departand Fumina, 8go; by Mr. Hannah re free
ment.)
publication of maps and information as to Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Act 1903 Amendlands available for selection, 1339; by Mr.
ment Bill (No. I)-Brought in by Mr.
Harris re valuation of Noojee and Fumina
Mackey, and read first time, 25; second
lands, 1522; re issue of agricultural licences
reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 250; Bill
for" loaded" lands at Fumina and Noojee,
read second time, 250; considered in Com1709; by Mr. Warde re owners of land at
mittee, 251; third reading, 25I.
Carrum Swamp, 1668; statement by Mr.
Legal
Practitioners Reciprocity Act 1903 AmendPrendergast re sale of commons and forest
ment Bill (No. 2)-Brought in by Mr. Bailes
reserves, 1895; subject discussed, 1895-8;
(for Mr. Beazley), and read first time, 1381;
votes for Department discussed in Committee
question by Mr. Beazley, 1736; Bill disof Supply, 2527-26; statement by Mr.
charged from paper, 3331.
.
McCutcheon re delays in settling people upon
Crown lands, 2530; by Mr. Fairbairn, 2531; Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Acts-Question by
Mr. Beazley re establishment of Council of
by Mr. Keast re granting Credit Foncier
. Legal Education to carry .out p~ovisions of
loans to conditional leaseholders at Koo-weerup, 2833.
Acts, 1589; by Mr. Bailes, 2780. .'
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Mr. JOHN (Williamstown)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1490, 1491,
1499, 1649, 16 50, 1660, 1680, 2785.
Conciliation and Arbitration Bill, 83.
Factories Acts-Special Boards, 65; Artificial
Manure Trade, 1271; Consolidation and
Amend'ment of Existing Acts, 2138; Decision of Court of Industrial Appeals, 2626;
Railway Workmen, 2800.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
, 30 47, 30 48.
.
Importation of a Sand-pumping Dredge, 1II8.
Inebriates Bill, I n l .
Locomotive
Construction - Appoint~ent of
Select Committee, 1928.
Melbourne Police Court Site, 1439.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1~4,
2409, 24 10 .
Municipalities and State School Repairs, 2474·
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3144.
Parliamentary Visit to Newport Workshops,

LEMMON,
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Ports and Ha.rbors, 93.
Privileges of State Members at Federal Parliament House, 1706.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 151.
Railwav Construction-Reference to Railway
Standing Committee of Seven Proposed Lines
in globo, 3213; Port Melbourne to Williamstown, 3213.
Railway Department-Crank Axles, 777; Construction of Locomotives, 1707, 1928; Messrs.
Long and CO.'s Contracts, 2253, 2460; Minimum Wage Conditions in Contracts, 2798 ,
2799; Eight Hours Principle, 279 8.
State School Curriculum, 2474·
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers,
213, 417; Working Men's College, 219; ·Work·
men's Homes, 228; Railway Rolling-stock,
252, 254; State School Buildings, 301; Melbourne University, 374; Melbourne City Lockup, 380; Minimum Wage, 541.
Technical Education, 2474·
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 1534.
Williamstown Dock, 93.
Leongatha Labour Colony-Subject discussed in
Committee of Supply, 2536; question by Mr.
Prendergast re case of James Beck, formerly
employed at labour colony, 2577.
Letter Carriers. (See Transferred Officers.)
Mr. J. F. (Barwon)
Agent·General, 822.
Agricultural Department - Experts, 2557 ;
Secretary, 2569'
Alexandra Park Bill, 1774.
Appropriation Bill, 2944.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill,
17 2 7.
Beet-sugar Industry, 2557.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1672.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 671, 1273, 1385,
1548, 1559, 1610, 16II, 1617, 1635, 1661, 1662,
1667, 16n, 2782, 2881.
Election of Speaker, 4.
Executors Company'lJ Act Further Amendment
Bill, 313:1-.
Export of Produce, 25.18, 2855.
. Gunbowe~ Island Land Reserve Revocation Bill,
2004, 2010.
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Mr. J. F. (continued)Justices of the Peace, 2492.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 745.
Maffra Beet-sugar Factory, 2558.
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 2579.
Melbourne Harbor' Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1232, 1233, 1236.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3325.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 796.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1717,
17 19.
Order of Business, 2151.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3271.
Railway Department-Freights on Agricultural
Produce, 90, 843; Treatment of Employes,
2062; Grain Freights, 2496; Freights on
Mining Timber, 2559; Shipping Accommodation at Geelong, 2855.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3084.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2915, 2916, 29 17, 1079.
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 2758.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3041,
30 44.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 454.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3071.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 155, 181, 192, 441; vVater
Conservation and Irrigation, 198, 199, 3 15;
Flinders-street Railway Station, 206; State
School Buildings, 297; Wattle Planting,
304; Consumptives Sanatorium, 384, 385;
Collingwood and vVhittlesea Lines Connexion,
386; Portarlington Break-water, :~88; Walhalla Railway, 3Ql; Minimum Wage, 538.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 1443, 2356, 2361, 236 5.
University Bill, 2216, 2223.
'Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1958, 2281, 2594, 2597, 27 28 , 273 0 , 2737, 2751.

LEVIEN,

Library Committee-Appointed, 82.
Libraries, Country-Question by Mr. Lawson re
grants for country free libraries from surplus revenue, 1708. (See also Surplus Revenue
Em No. I.)
Licences Renewal Bill-Brought in by Sir Samuel
Gillott, and read first time, 1373; second
reading moved by Sir Sarnuel Gillott, 1694;
debated, 1696; Bill read second time, 1696;
considered in Committee, 1696; third reading, 1697; returned from Legislative Council, with amendments, 2466; amendments
dealt" with, 2525-7'
Licensing Acts-Return re receipts and disbursements under Licensing Acts, ordered,· on
motion of Mr. Bailes, 1589; presented, 1669.
Licensing Bill-Motion by Sir Samuel Gillott
. to go into Committee of the \Vhole to consider licence-fees, 1872; debated, 1872 ;
agreed to, 1876; motion by Sir Samuel Gillott in Committee of the Whole fixing fees
chargeable for licences, &c., 1876; debated,
1877; agreed to, 1878; resolution reported to
the House and adopted, 1878; Bill brought
in by Sir Samuel Gillott,' and read first time,
1878; Governor's message brought down and
resolution for an appropriation adopted, 1878;
second reading of Bill moved by Sir Samuel
Gillott, 2143; debated, 2998, 3131, 3220; Bill
discharged from paper, 3281; statement by
Mr. Bent, 3333.
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McBRIDE, Mr. PETER (contitJued),
Mr. THOMAS (Gippsland South)
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railwav Bill- "
Agricultural Chemist, 2559.
< 3026.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2068 ..
Surplus Revenue Bill-Mining Developmenl
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1505, 1617, 1629.
and Boring, 202; Minimum Wage, 547.
.
Dairying Instruction in State Schools,. 1709,
Timber-Railway Freights, 845, 2542; Royalty,
2559·
.
254 2 •
Export of Produce, 2570.
'Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1529.
Bill, 2929.
Justices of the Peace, 811.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3290, 3 29 1, 3293, MCCUTCHEON, Mr. R. G. (St. Kilda)
33 21 , 33 23.
Agent-General, 827.
'
Licensing Bill, 1875, 3131.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 363,
Milk Supervision Bill, 3283'
947·
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 798, 1030,
Ballarat 'Vater Commission Bill, 3062.
II97, 1220.
Budget, . 2338.
Municipalities and State School Repairs, 2474·
Car rum Advances Bill, 1604.
Prison Reform, 2424.
•
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 678, 1386,
Railway Construction-Woolamai, San Remo,
1408, 1478, 1482, 1485, 1488, 1490 , 149 1,
and Cape Patterson, 1934; Richardson Valley,
. 1539, 1548, 1619,. 1622, 1651, 1662, 1665,
2464; Reference to Standing Committee of
166 7, 16 76 , 2783.
Seven Proposed Lines in globo, 3205.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
Railway Department-Prepayment of Freight
2163, 2164, 2165, 2200.
for Gravel, 944; Coal from New Extended
Cost of Extradition of Burglars, 2423.
Company, Korumburra, Ij07.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 779, 780.
State Schools in COLntry Districts, 2474.
Education of Deaf and Dumb Children, 1588.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Roads and Bridges,
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
193; Minimum Wage, 535, 53 6 .
Bill, 3134.
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 604, 1534, 1535·
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3055, 3057, 3058, 3059; Chinese Factories,
Loan Conversion-Question by Mr. Boyd re ex3 255, 3257, 3259.
Foxes
Destruction Bill, 1528.
penses of loan conversion, 838.
Gippsland Coal-mining Dispute, 2822.
Local Government Act 190J Amendment BillHackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
Brought in by Mr. McGregor, and read first
2021.
time, 83; second reading moved by Mr.
Income Tax Bill, 2906.
McGregor, 1737; debated, 1738; debate adInstruments Act Further Amendment Bill,
journed, 1748; correction of division list,
1595, 1597, 1598 .
1848; Bill discharged frbm paper, 3331.
Justices of the P~ce, 83 1, 835.
Local.Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill (No.
-Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3296.
2)-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
Land Settlement, 2530.
time, 136; second .reading moved by Mr.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Swinburne, 740; debated, 741; Bill read
Amendment Bill, 1231, 1234, 1235.
second time, 745; considered in Committee,
Milk Supervision Bill, 2366, 3086, 3298, 3299,
745; third reading, 747·
33 26 .
Local Government Act 190J Amendment Bill (No.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 797,
3)-Brought in by Mr. E. H. Cameron
241 I.
(Evelyn), and read first time, 810; second
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 614.
reading moved by Mr. Bent, 1076; Bill read
Railway Construction-Reference to Stand'second time, 1076; considered in Committee,
. ing Committee of Seven Proposed Lines
I076; third reading, IOn; amendments ot
in globo, 3199.
Legislative Council dealt with, 1532.
Railway
Department-Treatment of EmLunatic Asylums-Statement by Mr. Robertson
ployes, 2064; Printing Office, 2253, 2675;
re appointment of Inspector-General, 91;
Management, 2675;
Newspaper Trains,
questions by Mr. Gaunson, 96, 131, 946.
2812.
(See also Appointments, Government.)
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3083.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
McBRIDE, Mr. PETER (Kara Kara)
Bill, 2953, 300 5.
.Surplus Revenue Bill-Melbourne University,
Commons and Forests Reserves, 1895.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 780.
378; Consumptives Sanatorium, 384; Picnic
Election of Chairman of Committees, 184.
Point Foreshore, 386; Point Ormond ForeFoxes Destruction Bill, 1527.
shore, 386; Electric Conveyers, 422; ElGovernment Appointments in Victoria - Rewood Swamp, 431; Minimum Wage, 543.
striction to Local Residents, 1451, 1464.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3150.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2847, 2900.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3285, 3296, 3297,
Totalizator Bill, 965, 981.
33 20 , 33 21 , 33 22 .
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 710,
786, 802, 807, 89;2, 896, 905, 938, 1026,
2172,. 21 76.
Travelling Expenses of Government Officers,
1027, 1029, 1032, 1033, 1038, 1051, II3!"
12 39, 12 43, 12 44, 1313, 1349, 135 1, 1353,
2575·
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 1444, 2356, 2360, 2361,
240 1.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3083.
23 6 3.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
University Bill, 2220, 2223.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
2), 2992 .
.Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, . 456.
. 1946, 1948 , 1964, 1965, 2990 .
State Schools in Country Dist,ricts, 2469.
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 1534.
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MCGRATH, Mr. D. C. (Grenville)
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 796, 803,
895, 9 28 , 930 , 1022, 1033, 1034, 1039, 104 1,
1044, 1045, 1201, 1242, 2398, 2399, 2401 ,
24 02 , 240 7.
Mines Depar~ment-SusEension of Labour
Covenants, 291,\ 477; Glenfine Extended
Company, 477; Mother of Gold Gold Mining Company, Dunolly, 478; Great South
Long Tunnel Gold Mining Company, 478.
Scarsdale to Beech Forest Railway Extension,
2547·
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 456.
Timber Royalty, 2547.
MCGREGOR, Mr. ROBERT (Ballarat East)
Agent-General, 817.
Alleg~d Dissatisfaction in Police Force, 65.
Appomtment of Future State Governors 360.
Chairman's Rulings, 2804.
'
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1614, 1676.
D~ys and Hours of Sitting, 779.
DIsturbances at Election Meetings, 279.
Gunbower lsland Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2066.
Income Tax Rates, 16zo.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 1762,
321 5.
Justices of the Peace, 837.
Labour Bureau, 813, 1702.
Licensing Bill, 2150, 2151.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
83, 1737·
.
Local Government Act 1903. Amendment Bill
(·No. 2), 745.
Locomotive
Construction-Appointment
of
~elect Committee, 1929.
.
Mmes Acts Further Amendment Bill, 783,
792, 802, 808, gOI, 1022, 1196.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 2709,
2781, 2806.
Public Library, National Museum and Art
q-alleries--Opening on Sundays, '150.
Rallway pepartment-Discharge of Casual
Employes, 157; T.reatment of Employes,
2057; Country Tram Services 2671' Closi~g. Country \VorkshoEs, 2671, '2817. '
Reh~lOus Instruction in State Schools, 2489'
RetaIl .Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 2759.
St. KlIda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3001.
Sexagenarians and Teml?orary Employes in
State Service, 2383.
State Forests, 850'
Surpl.us Revenu~ Bill, 191; Flinders-street·
RaIlway StatIOn, 207; Railway Rollingstock, 238, 252, 293; Melbourne University,'
37 6.
Totalizator Bill, 972.
McKE~ZIE,

McKENZIE,. Mr. HVGB (continued)Surplus Revenue Bill-Consumptives Sanatorium, 384; Minimum Wage, 547.
Totalizator Bill, 979.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1844, 2595, 2°59, 293 8.
MACKEY,

Mr.

J.

E.,

Minister without office

(Gippsland West)

Administration
of
Justice-"Titnesses
in
Prison Garb, 457; Case of Patrick Murphy,
457·
Alexandra Park Bill, 177.4Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill, 2787, 2996, 2997, 22,98.
Co~l and Firewood Safe' Regulation Bill, 216 4.
EVIdence Law Amendment Bill (No. I), 1019.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No.2), 17 02 ,
1993, 1997·
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment Bill, 2787, 3 131, 3 134, 3 135, 3 137,
3 21 4.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
2013, 201 5.
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill,
I~II, 1440,_ 159 2 , 1594, 1595, 1596 , 1598 .
Junes Acts Amendment Bill, 3 25, 344, 349,
740, 1302 .
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Act 1903
Amendment Bill (No. I), 25, 250, 251.
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Act 1903
Amendment Bill (No. 2),- 1736.
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Acts, 1589.
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 25i9.
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3145.
Privilege-Tlie Age Newspaper, 130.
Pu?lic Officers Retirement 13ill, 1699.
Ratlways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2911, 2912.
Real Property Bill, 739, 1054, 1061, 1062,
1063, 1064, 1065, 1066, 1067, 1068, 1070,
1071, 10 72, lOiJ, IOi4, lOi5, 10 76, 1304,
1305, 13°7, 1308, 1309, 1310, 1311, 13 12 ,
1313, 1314, 1315, 1361 , 1362, 1363, 2001,
2002, 2003, 2575, 25i6, 29 02 , 30 76 .
Stamps Acts Amendment· Bill, 328, 446, 455,
45 6 , 457, 480, 481 .
State School Teachers Bill, 1993, 2091, 2092,
2201.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 241, 245.
Transfer of Land Bill, 739, 1689, 1692, 1693,
1694.
Un~lain:ed F~nds Bill) 2355, 2359, 2364, 23 6 5.
Um.verslty BIll, 2064, 2211, 2220, 2222, 2226.
Votmg by Post Acts Continuance Bill, 2996.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 2604.
Writing Desks for Members, 325.

Mr. HUGH (Rodney)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 635, 1301,' MACKINNON, Mr. DONALD (Prahran)
1493, 162 3, 1626, 1649, 1651, 2872.
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1879.
Echuca Wharf, 2536.
Agent-General, 821.
Goulburn Levees, 326.
ApJ;loi~tment of Future State Governors, 369.
Goyernor's Speech, 29.
ArtIfiCIal Manure Bill 2068.
Rallway Department-Excursion Fares to'
Artificial Manures Act' 1897 Amendment Bill
Country Shows, 1053, 1187; Pay of Per. 17 2 4.
'
manent Way' Repairers, 2801.
Ballarat Water Commission Bill, 3062.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
Budget, 2335.
2), 2913.
. Business-Private Members', 137, 2661; GoSnagging the Murray, 2536.
vernment, 2287.'
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MACKINNON, Mr. DONALD (continued)Butter Commission, 370.
Carrum Advances Bill, 13°3, 1671.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill, 2997.
'
Claims of Letter Carriers, 848.
Close of the Session, 3334.
Closer Settlement Bill (No. I), 155.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 564, 1381,
1404, 1410, 1545, 1606, 1624, 162 5, 1643,
1646, 1648, 1656, 1664, 1674, 1684, 1686,
2785, 2787, 2867, 2868, 2869, 2875, 2876,
'
'..
2878, 2880.
Coal and Firewood Sale RegulatIOn BIll,
2152, 2163, 2167, 2168, 2195, 2200.
Constitution Act 1903-Council's Power of Suggestion in Money Bills, 1342, 2524.
County Court Bench Vacancy, 2491.
Debate-Quotations from Report of Same Session, 3256; Discussing Measure already dealt
with during Same Session, 3256, 3260.
Eight Hours' Anniversary Celebration Committee, 147.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 186.
Election of Speaker, 7, II.
Electric Stre'et Railways-Reference to Railways Standing Committee, 3182, 3183.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No.2), 1995.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 3 133, 3135, 3136.
, .
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment BIll,
30 46 .
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
30 53, 3°55, 3058; Chinese Factories, 3256,
3260.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1525, 1531.
Greater Melbourne Royal Commission, 1588.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
2012.
Illness of Officers of Parliament, 2985.
Income Tax Bill, 1887, 2860, 2903, 2908.
Inebriates Bill, 1890.
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill, 1441,
1593, 1596 , J 5')7.
Juries Acts Atnend.ment Bill, 345, 130.2.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3217,
3 218 , 3 21 9.
Labour Bureau, 812.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3323.
Legal Practitioners
Reciprocity Act 1903
Amendment Bill (No. I), 251.
Licensing Bill, 1874, 3278.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 744, 745.
Melbourne Harbour Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1232.
Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus CompanyRevision of Fares, 3178.
Melbourne Tramwavs Trust Investments Bill,
3060 .
.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3124, 3300.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 344,
934, 1020, 1039, 1042, 1043, 1208, 1229,
12 40 , 12 4], 12 44, 12 45.
,
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1718.
Parliamentary Candidates' Deposits, 1437.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 27II.
Poultry Export Trade, 851.
Privilege-The Age newspaper, 127.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1759, 2524.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3270.
Rabbit Extirpation, 2535.

MACKINNON, Mr. DONALD (continued)Railway Construction-Walhalla, 317, 393,
406; Collingwood and Whittlesea Lines
Connexion, 3~6; Woolamai, San Remo, and
Cape Patterson, 1931; Richardson Valley,
2463; Reference to Railways Standing Committee of seven proposed lines in globo, ~187'
Railway Department - Employes' PenSIOns,
853, 2677'; ;Retirement of Officers under
Sixty, 9.51; Sales of Stores, 2677; Pay of
Permanent Way Repairers, 2677; Case of
Mr. Love, 2677.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3083.
Railways Special Funds Application Bill,
3 2 54, 32 55.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Bill, 136.
,
Real Propertx Bill, 1053, 1060, 1062, 1063,
1064, 1065,' 1066, 1067, 1068, 1069, 1070,
10 71, 10 72, 10 73, 10 74, 1304, 1306 , 1307,
1308 , 13 09, 13 12 , 1362, 2002, 2003, 2576.
Russian Baltic Fleet-Attack on North Sea
Trawlers, 2708.
St. Kilda Abattoirs Reserve Revocation Bill,
2711, 27 12.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 2960, 3005.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3042.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 448.
State School Teachers and School Requisites,
2473·
State School Teachers Bill, 2207, 2208.
Statistics Collection Bill, 552.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
3027, 3028.
.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 155, 171, 187, 222, 314;
Roads 'and Bridges, 197; Melbourne University, 218, 377; Woods Point-road, 222; State
School Buildings, 295; Walhalla Railway,
3 17, ~93, 406 ; Consumptives Sanatorium,
3R3; Collingwood and Whittlesea Lines Connexion, 386; Portarlington Breakwater, 387,
388 ; Elwood Swamp, 432; Minimum Wage,
530; Council's Suggestion, 1303, 1342.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2841, 2899.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 248.
Totalizator Bill, 782, 975.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2170, 2177.
Transfer of Land Bill, 1692, 1694.
University Bill, 2212, 2219.
University of Melbourne Royal CommissionMr. Fink, 373, 643.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill- 181 7, 1955, 2257, 2260, 2272, 2388,
2390 , 2394, 2588, 2600, 2601, 2602, 2604,
2606, 2631, 2632, 2634, 2635, 2637, 2638, 2640,
26 4 1, 2642, 2644, 2648, 26 55, 26 57, 27 19, 2720,
27 28 , 27 29, 275 0, 293Q, 2943, 2987.
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 1534.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
18 93.
Widows' Maintenance Bill, 946, 2757.
McLEOD, Mr. DON,tLD, Minister of Mines
(Daylesjord)
Coal . and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
21 ~2, 2160, 2161, 2162, 2163, 2164, 2166, 2l67',
2168, 2195, 2196, 2197, 2198, 2199, 2201,
24 14, 24 15.
Cyanide Patent, 602.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2009.
Inebriates Bill, 1890.
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Melbourne General Cemetery-Question by Mr.
McLEOD, Mr. DONALD (contillued)Hannah re prices charged by undertakers for
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3 291.
allotments in cemetery, 1523, 1871; subject
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 82, 156 ,
discussed in Committee of Supply, 2577-82,
3 28 , 343, 344, 739, .7 82 , 783, 784, 78 5; 78 7,
26 79.
788, 789, 790, 794, 79 8, 802, 804, 893, 894,
908, 9 16 , 9 22 , 9 25, 9 26 , 93 1,934, 946 , 937,93 8 , Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill-Resolution on which to
1019, 1028, 1031, 1033, 1034, 1038, 1040,
found Bill considere'd and adopted, 520; Bill
1042, 1043, 1044, 1046, 1048, 1049, 10 50 ,
brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first 1i,me,
1051, 1052, 1053, 1128, 1129, 1130, 113 1,
520; second reading moved by Mr. SwinII34, 1136, 1137, Il38, Il88, Il98, 1204,
burne, 1230; debated, 1231; Bill'reaa second
1205, 1207, 1217, 1219, 1221, 1222, 1224,
time, 1232; considered in Committee, 1232;
1237, 1238, 1239, 1240, 1241, 12 4 2, 12 43, 12 45,
third reading, 1237.
1344, 1345, 1346 , 134 8 , 1350 , 135 1, 135 2,
1353, 1354, 1355,.135 6, 1357, 135 8, 1360 , Melbourne Harbor Trust Constitution Bill-Go1361, 2397, 239 8 , 2399, 2400 , 2401 , 2402 ,
vernor's message brought down, and resolu2403, 2404, 2405, 2410, 2411, 2881, 3062.
tion for an appropriation adopted, 2092; Bill
brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first time,
Mines Department-Suspension of Labour
2092; discharged from paper, 2521.
Covenants; 291, 477; Engine-drivers' Certificates, 476; Miners' Complaint, 477; Uayles- Melbourne Lands Exchange Bill-Brought in
ford Mines, 4i7; Atomisers, 477, 85 0 , 23 14;
by Mr. Bent, and passed through all stages,
Glenfine Extended Company, 477; Morey Pro326 5.
prietary's Leases at Timor, 477; Cyaniders Melbourne Mint. (See Mint, M8lbourne.)
of Welchman's Reef, 478; Mother of Gold
G.M. Company, DunollY1 478; Exemption to Melbourne Ti·amway and Omnibus Com-panyQuestion by Mr. Mackinnon re introduction
Great South Long Tunnel G.M. Company,
of legislation for revision of fares charged
478; English Mining Companies in Victoria,
by company, 3178.
478; Victorian Mining Companies Registered
in New South Wales, 700; Mining Develop- Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments BillMotion by Mr. Fairbairn for suspension of
ment Vote, 777; Mining Classes, 850; Boring
standing orders relating to private Bills,
for Gold and Coal, 1871; Fentiman's Reef
agreed to, 2561; Bill brought in by Mr.
G.M. Company, 2315; Miners' Rights at
Fairbairn, and read first time, 2561; second
Taradale, 2521; Residence Areas at Buringa, 3086; Protection of Abandoned Shafts,
reading moved by Mr. Swinburne, 3059;
Bill read second time, 3060; considered in
3 11 4.
Committee,
3060; third reading,
3060 ;
Municipaf Endowment Reduction Bill, 1717,
amendment recommended by the Governor
17 18 .
Sewering of North Melbourne State Schools,
dealt with, 3340.
1992.
Members, Leave of Absence to-Leave of abSurplus Revenue Bill-Roads and Bridges,
sence granted to Mr. Irvine for remainder of
195; Mining Development and Boring, 200.
session, 84; leave of absence granted to Mr.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2780, 2836,
McCutcheon for one month, 84.
2840, 2842.
Members, New, Introduced and Sworn-Mem'Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
bers returned at general election, 3-4, 24,
Bill, 1945, 2650, 27 15.
154, 290, 20 91.
Members' Railway Passes.
(See Railway DeMADDEN, Mr. FRAxK (Boroondara)
partment.)
Election as Speaker,s, II.
Milk Supervision Bill-Brought in by Mr. E. H.
(See Speaker, The.)
Cameron (Evelyn), and read fir'lt time, 1807;
statement by Mr. 'Vilkins, 2194; by Mr.
E. H. Cameron (Evelyn), 2194; question by
Madden, His Honour Sir John. (See University
Mr. McCutcheon, 2366; second reading of
of 1l1elbottrne Commission.)
Bill moved by Mr. E. H. Cameron (Evelyn),
3 11 5; debated, 3II7 ; debate adjourned, 3130;
Maffra Beet Sugar Factory-Question by Mr.
statement by Mr. McCutcheon, 3299; by Mr.
Hannah, 94; by Mr. Keogh, 2,144; statement
Robertson, 3299; by Mr. Mackmnon, 3300;
by Mr. Levien; 2558; by Mr. Murray, 25b'i;
by Mr. J. Cameron, 3300; motion by Mr.
vote for Maffra Beet Sugar Factory disBent to discharge Bill from paper, 3324;
cussed in Committee of Supply, 2569.
debated, 3324; agreed to, 3330.
Mallee Railway Extension-Motion by Mr. Bent
refening to the Parliamentary Standing Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill-Brought in
Committee on Raihvays the question of conby Mr. McLeod, and read first time, 82;
necting the Mallee country to the north-east
second reading moved by Mr. McLeod, .128;
of Lake Tyrrell by means of a railway with
debated by Mr. Bailes, 643; Mr. Smith, 657;
the existing railway system, 1341; debated,
Mr. McBride, 710; Mr. A. A. B"illson, 712;
1341; agreed to, 1341.
Mr. Kirkwood, 716 j Mr. Outtrim, 719; Mr.
Craven, 722; Mr. Toutcher, 724; ~[r. MorMelbourne Benevolent Asylum Site Sale Billrissey, 728; Mr. Lawson, 731; Sir Alexander
Brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first time,
Peacock, 734; Bill read second time, 739;
810; motion by Mr. Bent that Bill be treated
considered in Committee, 739, 782, 892, 894,
as a public Bill, agreed to, 1688; second read1019, 1128, 1130, II88, 1237; amendments on
ing of Bill moved by Mr. Bent, 1688; de.
report, 1343; Bill read third time, 1361,; rebated, 1688; Bill read second time, 1688;
turned from Legislative Council with amendconsidered in Committee, 1689; third reading,
1689; amendment of Legislative Council
ments, 2286; amendments dealt with, 2397dealt with,. 2000.
2414, 2881, 3062 ..
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Mines Department-Statement by Mr. Bailes re MORRISSEY, Mr. JOHN (continued)Government Cool Stores, 2549.
ventilation of mines, 86; questions by Mr.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
l'vlcGrath re labour <;.ovenants, 291; re su,SBill, 2010.
pension of labour covenants to the Glenfme
L~nd Acts .t\mendment Bill, 3 29 1, 3292, 3321
Extended
'Company, 477; re exemptIons
Mmes Act Further Amendment Bill, 728, 786,
granted to Mother of Gold Company, Dun896, 1197, 1211, 2404.
011 y, 47 8 ; re exemption to the Great So~th
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1718,.
Long Tunnel Company, 478; by Mr. Balles
re engine-driver,s' certificat~s, 476; re pre17 1 9'
Railway Construction-vValhalla, 19q; Ultima
vention of miners' complamt, 477; re ~lse
towards the Murray, 1341; Reference to
of "atomizers," 477, 85 0 , 23 1 4;, re .EnglIsh
Standing Committee ot Seven Proposed
mining companies workin~ in ~Ictona, 47 8 ;
Lines in globo, 3208; Strathmerton towards
by Mr. Elmslie re finanCIal aSSIstance gIven
Tocumwal, 3208; Whitfield to Mahaikah,
to certain mines at Daylesford, 477; by Mr.
3208, 3210; Tallangatta to Upper Murray,
Anstey re :Morey Propriet,ary's lenses at
3209 i North-Eastern and Bendigo lines conrr' or 477' re compensatIOn payable by
1m"
,£
8
etu~n
nexion, 3209; North Gippsland and South
cyaniders at 'Welchman s ree , 47 ; r
•
Gippsland lines connexion, 3209.
r~ purchase by the Governme~t of the
Rail.way Department-Grain Freights, 2495;
cyanide patent ordered, on motIon ?f Mr.
Fl.nances, 2683; Management, 2683 i WeighLawson, 602; presented, 602; questIOn 1;>y
bndges, 2684.
Mr. McGrath (for Mr. Ar:stey) r: e VICRailway Freights, 840'
torian mining companies regIstered 10 New
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
South 'Vales,' 7°9; by Mr. Lawson re allo2), 2914, 2916, 29 17, 2993, 2995·
cation of money voted in Sur,plus Revenue
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill for mining development, 777; sta.tement
Bill, 3002.
Sir. Alexander Peacock re adoptlOn of
b
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
tJe "search licence" system, 849; re payment of survey fees on abandon~d leas.es,
302 5, 302 7.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 190; Roads and 13ridges,
849; question by M~. Lr~ws?n re mstructlOn
197; 'Vater Conservation and Irrigation, lq8;
in mining subjects m dlstncts wh~re there
Pub~ic Library Buildings, 219; Railway
are no Schools of Mines, 850; re .111tr~duc
Rollmg-stock, 264; State School Buildings,
tion of a uniform code of signa~s 111 mmes,
296; Forestry, 30q i Melbourne University,
14 12 ' by Mr. Harris re allocatlOn of vote
~j6;
Walhalla Railway, 399; Minimum
for boring, 1871; by Mr. Lawso? .re w,?-ges
Wage, 531.
due by Fentiman's Re.e~ Gold r~l111mg ComTimber-Royalty, 2547; Reserves, 2548.
any, 23 14; re ~acihhes at I aradale for
Totalizator Bill, 974.
fssue of miners' nghts, 2521; by ~r. Sang'Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
ster re tenders for portable' battenes.' 2779;
st:1tement by Mr. Sangster, on motion .for
1829, 18 44, 1944, 196 7, 226 5, 2282, 2392"
adjournment of the House, 2833; subject
2394, 25 8 3, 2.193, 2S97, 2.199, 2600, 2601,
26.18, 263Q, 2642, 2643, 2647, 26 50 , 2653,.
discussed, 28 36 -53; state,ment ~y. Mr. ~ent re
for:nulating charges aga111st 1vh111sters 111 c?n2656, 2658, 27 15, 27 17, 2718, 273 1, 2920,
nexion with tenders for portable battenes,
293 2, 2941.
286 5; by Mr. Prendergast, 2865! further
statement by Mr. Bent, 2882; adJour~ment Motions for the Adiournment of the HouseProposed to enable honorable members toof House moved by M.r. An~tey to dISCUSS
ventilate public questions-By Mr. Sangster,
the subject, 2883; subject dIscussed, 2888re act~on of Government in importing a sand29 02 ' statement by Mr. Bent re re~u1t of
pumpmg dredge, II09; by Mr. Hannah, reo
inqui'ry into allegations, 3324; quesho? by
treatment of railway employes transferred
Mr. Elmslie re residence are.as a.t Bernnga,
from Locomotive Branch to Permanent vVay,
~086; by Mr. Smit11 re fencll1g 111 of aban20S5; by Mr. Outtrim, re enforcement of
doned shafts, 3114. (Se~ a[W Surplus ReThistle Act, 2qa; by Mr. Sangster. re
venue Bill .TV o. I.)
tenders for portable quartz batteries, 2833;:
Minimum Wage.
(See Surplus Revenue Bill
bv Mr. Anstey, 2884; by Mr. McCutcheon,
NO.2.)
.
re Factories and Shops, Acts Amendment
Ministers, Attendance of, to eXl?bm measures.
Bill (Chinese Factories), 3255.
(See Standing Orders Comml,ttec.) . , .
Ministries, Elective.
(See Electzve Mrnzstrzes.) Municipal Arlvances for Homesteads BilIBrought in by Mr. Anstey, and read first
Mint, Melbourne-Question by M~: Beard re
time, 2561-2 j discharged from paper, ':t11I.
appointment of inspector of bui.IOn, 29 86 .
Municipal Elections (Adult Suffrage) )l3illBrought in by Mr. Colechin, and read first
11oRRISSEY, Mr. Jomol (Waranga)
time, 81; discharged from paper, 3331.
Agent-General, 826.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill, Municipal Endowment and Classification BillGovernor's message brought -down, and reso17 2 9'
lution for appropriation adopterl~, OI()17 j Bill'
("anum Advances Bill. 1601.
brought in by Mr. E. H. Cameron (Evelyn);
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 12C)3, 147 8 ,
and read first' time, 1937; discharged from
14 8 7, 14C).1, 15~~, 1608, 1615, 1618, 16 23, 1628,
paper, 2521.
28 73,
8
16 4 1, J650, 1652, 1654, 1662, 27 4,
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill-Brought
2874, 28 77.
in by Mr. Bent, and read first time, 1669;
Conduct of Debate, 3 137.
second' reading moved by Mr. Bent, 1709;
Country. Schools, C)2, .. 247 0 .
debated, 1710; Bill read second t.ime, 1713;Development of Agnculture, 254 8, 2549·
considered in Committee, 1713; thIrd read'Erlncation Department Estimates, 24io.
ing, 1720.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 15 27, 1531.
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Municipal Rating (Unimproved Value) BillBrought in by Mr. Holden, and read first
time, 83; discharged from paper, 3331.
Municipal Subsidy-Return re allocation of sub·
sidy to fourth, fifth, and sixth class shires
ordered, on motion of Mr. Robertson, 29 1 ;
presented, 778.
Municipalities, Duties of-Question by Mr. A. A.
Billson, re duties imposed on municipalities
by legislation, 2253·
Murphy, Patrick, Case of.
(See lustice, Ad·
ministration oj.)
~iIr. JOH~, Minister. of Lands and
Minister of Agriculture (Warrnambool)
Agriculture Department-St. John's Wort, 93,
132; Soil Surveys, 708; Dutter Shipments,
775; Butter Boxes, 776; Export of Pro·
duce, 851, 2566; Government Cool Stores,
25 6 7, 2573; Oversea Markets for Hay and
Fodder, 1372; Show Exhibits, 141 I; Govern·
ment Dairy Farms, 1522, 1806, 25 66 ;
Alleged Incompetency of Experts, 1588,
25 66 ; Instruction of Farmers in Judging
Stock and Grain, 1589; Shipping Agents,
1668; Salaries and Office Accommodation of
Chemist's Staff, 2563; Director of Agricul.
ture, 2566; Spaying Expert, 2568; Dairying
Instruction, 2568; Secretary, 2569; Uniform
Fruit Cases, 2778.
Agricultural Societies and Politics, 257 2.
Anthrax, 852:
ApEointment of future State Governors t 35 2 ,
368 .
Artificial Manure Bill, IQ6q, 2067. 2068, 25 21.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill,
136~ 17 21 , 17 28 .
Butter Commission's Report, 170.
Carrum Swamp Land·owners, 1668.
Closer Settlement Bill (No. I), 82, 137, 154·
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 170, 216, 267,
1273, 1281, 1310, 1405, 14 10 , 147 1, 1475,
1482, 1486, 149 1, 149 2, 1493, 1494, 1495,
1496, 1497, 1549, IS62, 1606, 1610, 161 3,
1614, 1621, 1622, 1624, 1625, 1627, 1630,
1634, 1637, 1647, 164.9, 16~1, 160:;2, 1653,
1654, 1655, 1656,.1660, 1661, 1662, 1665,
1666, 1667, 1673, 1674, 1680, 1683, 1684,
1687, 1688, 2781, 2786, 2787, 2866, 2867,
286q, 2870, 2871, 2872, 2875, 28 78, 2881,
3062, 306 3, 322 9, 3339,· 3340 .
Despatch of Business, 15.5·
Dunolly Land Reserve Rc:-vocation Bill, 1308,
189 2 .
l:;'orests Bill, 2567, 2568.
FO"l:es Destruction Bill, 603, 1524, 1530 , 15~2.
Frankston and Langwarrin Land Reserve Re·
vocation Bill, 1808, 1894.
Government Appointments in Victoria-Reo
striction to Local Residents, 1458.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, ]871, 2064.
lnebriates Bill, 1770, 1771.
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land
Bill, 602, 710, 1697, 16Q9··
Lnnd Acts Amendment Bill, 82, 89 1, 3 281 ,
3284, 3292, 3 294, 3297, :U I6 , 33 17, 33 19,
.1.120, ?~21, 3.122, 3:l2~, :P2A. 33~2, ~llq·
Lands Department-Wurdi.Youang Rese!rve,
210:;; C1::tssificativn of Mortgaged Selections,
2.ql; 'V"aterancl Timber Reserves. :pt; Un·
fenced Selections, 415; Applicants for

MVRRAY,
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Mr. JOH~ (continued)Fumina Blocks, 479 j Alleged Illegal Pos·
session of Large Areas, 479; Grazing Area
Leases, 479; Surveys, 849; Noojee and· Fu·
mina Ll.llcls, 890, 1522, 1709; Maps and
Pamphlets re Crown Lands, 1339; Secretary's
Salary, 2528; Bee Farming, 2533; Ringing
Timber on Grazing Areas, 2533; Selectors'
Arrears, 2533; Administration, 2533; Office
Accommodation, 2533; Abolition of Vermin
Boards, 2534; Rabbit Extirpation, 2535;
Leongatha Labour Colony, 2536; Loans to
Koo-wee-rup Lease.holders, 2833.
Leather Ey.port Trade, 1807.
.
Licensing Bill, 3281.
Maffra Beet.sugar Factory, 2565.'
Milk Supervision Bill, 3281.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 743.
Mysia Public Park Bill, 781 , 1590 .
v __
Numurkah Race-course Site Sale Bill, 1605,
1760, 1761.
Parks nnd Gardens, 2534; Distribution of
Rose Cuttings and Plants, 2562.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 2710.
Poultry Export Trade, 851, 2567.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 124.
Railway Department-Discharge of Casual
Employes, 157, 216; Treatment of Employes,
2061.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2991.
Registration of Brands Bill, 2460.
St. Arnaud Land Reserve Revocation Bill,
1469, 1590·
Shepparton Race·course Site Sale Bill, 2853,
3028 , 302 9, 30 40 , 3 04 1, 3044, 3°45·
State Forests, 93, 1896; Conservation, 2561,
2~66, 256i;
Tree Planting, 2561, 2562;
Timber Rov::t1ty,. 2563; Conservator of
Forests, 2568.
State Nurseries-Distribution of Trees and
Shrubs, 2560.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 1524, 3064.
Supply of Hansard to Members, 602.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 154, 155; Wattle Plant·
ing, 305; vValhalla Railway, 400; Minimum
Wage, 529.
Thistle Act. 2142.
Totalizator Bill, 969.
Tun!!amah R:1ce-C')urse Site Sale Bill, 1605,
17.6 1.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2358.
Unemployed, 2832.
'Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
lQ A7·
"Vild Dogs Act 1901 Revival and Continuance
Bill, 603, 1077.

MURRAY,

Murray River-Vote for snag~ing Murray River
discussed in Committee of Supply, 2536.
Mysia Public Park Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Murray and read first time, 781; seconcl
reading moved by Mr. Murray, 1590; Bill
rea? . second time, and passed through reo
mammg stages, 1590.
Neerim, Railway communication with-Motion
by Mr. Bent to refer to Railways Stanel·
inc: CO!l1mittee the question of railway com·
.munication with certain districts, including
Neerim, 3184; debated, 3187; agreed to,
3 21 4.
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Netherby, Railway communication with-Motion by Mr. Bent to refer to Railways
Standing Committee the question of railway communication with certain districts, including Netherby, 3184; debated, 3187;
agreed to, 3214.
Newport Workshops, Parliamentary visit to.
(See Railway Department.)
New Zealand Education System. (See Public
lnstruction.)
Northern Suburbs Ct:metery Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Murray and read first time, 3040; second
reading moved by Mr. Bent, 3142; debated,
3142; BiU read second time, 3143; considered
in Committee, 3143; third reading, 3 145;
amendments bv Legislative Council dealt
with, 3331.
Notices of Motion-M.otion by Mr. Bent that all
notices of motion remaining on the paper
be discharged, 3298; debated, 3298; agreed
to, 3299.
Numurkah Race-course Site Sale Bill-Lieut.Governor's message, brought down, and resolution for appropriation adopted, 1605; Bill
brought in by Mr. Murray, and read first
time, 1605; second reading moved by Mr.
Murray, 1760; Bill read second time, 1761;
considered in Committee, 1761; third reading,
17 61 .
O'Brien, William, Case of. (See Justice, Administration of.)
Observatory. (See Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
Old-Age Pensions-Question by Mr. Kirkwood re
deduction of rent from old-age pensions, 3 25 ;
statement by Mn. Prendergast in Committee
of Supply re administration of Old-Age
Pensi,)11s Act, 829; subject discussed, 83 0 -1.
Mr. D. S. (Hampden)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 589, 1540 , 161 3,
1644, 164 8 .
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1531.
Inebriates Bill, 1891.
Railway Construction-Leigh Road to 'Wickliffe Road, 3213.
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 249 0 .
Surplus Revenue Bill-State School Buildings,
30 1.
Timber Royalty, 2553.

O)fAN,

:)ppositi6n, Leader of-Question I;>~ Mr. Watt
re right of leader of the OpposItIOn to a seat
at the Table, 2210; ruling by the Speaker,
2210; subject discussed, 2226; further ruling
by the Speaker, 2226.
Mr. A. R. (Maryborough)
Appropriation Bill, 2943.
Arbor Dav, 326.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1480.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2166,
2167, 2414.'
Electric Street Railways-Reference to Railways Standing Committee, 3 183'
Fictor.ies and Shops Acts Amendment BillChinese Factories, 3 259.
•
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2004.
Inebriates Bill, 1890.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 328 7.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine
Act Amendment Bill, 1234.

OrTTRD!,

Mr. A. R. (continued)Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 719, 787,
8°7, g06, gog, 1020, 1025, 102g... 1°37, 1041,
IIgO, 1214, 1239, 1241, 1352, 23g8, 2412 . .
Payment of Electoral Registrars, 2420.
Petitions ftom Railway Employes, 2708, 2709,
12 710 .
Railway Construction-Cohuna and Gunbower,
3 187.
Railway Freights, 844'
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Bill, 136.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 454.
State Forests-Timber for Mining, 93, 2543;
Timber Royalty, 2543.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
3016 .
Surplus Revenue Bill, 190, 191; Melbourne
University, 218; Railway Rolling-stock,
237; Forestry, 306.
Thistle Act, 2139.
Timber Conservation, 93, 25 29.
Unemployed, 2832.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amenament Bill,
1816, 2653, 27 13, 2929, 2990.

OUTTRIM,

Outtrim Coal Mining Company-Statement by
Mr. Anstey re notice of motion, 148.
Parks and Gardens-Vote for parks and gardens
discussed in CommHtee of SUEply, 2534.
Parliament-Opening of the Session, 23; prorogation, 3340.
Parliament Buildings Committee-Appointed, 82;
report re admission of strangers to precincts
of the House, brought up and adopted, 1340
Parliament House, Exhibition Buildings-Report
of Standing Orders Committee re providing
writing desks for members in Assembly
Chamber brought up and adoI;ted, 325; question by Mr. Colechin, 860.
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Raitways
-Statement by Mr. Bent, 86; by Mr. Colechin, 87; Committee appointed, 1188. Reference of Subjects to Committee-Railway extension in Mallee country to north-ea::;t of
Lake Tyrrell, 1341; railway communication
with vVoolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson, 1929-36; railway line from Strathmerton to Tocumwal, 2.184; railway communication with Richardson Valley; 2461;
construction of an electnc street railway
from Port Melbourne to St. Kilda, and
towards Elwood, 3179; construction of electric st.reet railways as feeders to existing
subur.ban railways, 3179; railway communication with following dishicts and "loading"
the land enhanced in value thereby-Netherby, Tolmie, Alexandra, Hurst's Bridge (Diamond Creek), Neerim, and Dartmoor, Mumbannar, and towards Mount Gambier, 3184.
Reports brought up-Re connecting main
Gippsland and the Great Southern lines of
railway, 1372; re loading lands in Beech
Forest, 2055; re Forrest to Barramunga railway extension, 2055; re railway communication with Tocumwal, 2314, 2459.
PEACOCK, Sir A. J. (Allandale)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1881.
Agent-General, 823.
Appointment of Future State Governors, ,366.
Assembly and Council Electoral Boundaries
Acts, 1630.
Ballarat Water Commission Bill, 3061.
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Sir A. J. (continued)Budget, 1993.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill, 2996.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1139, 140 7,
1489, 1501, 1547, 1549, 1555, 1607, 1610,
1613, 1615, 1617, 1636, 27 84.
Cold Storage on Government Property, 947·
Conduct of Debate, 2354.
Constitution Act 1903-Council's Power of Suggestion in Money Bills, 1343.
Daily Hansard, 89.
Days and Hours ,of Meeting, 77..8, 2254.
Despatch of Busmess, 1895, 2924, 3113, 321 4,
3268 .
Education Department-Sfate School Curriculum, 2472; Payment by 'Results, 2472; Maintenance of State Schools, 2473.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 185.
Election of Speaker, 5.
Electric Street Railways-Reference to Railways Standing Committee, 3181, 3182.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 3131.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Bill, 3048.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3050, 3053, 30 54, 3057, 305E; Chinese Factories, 3257.
Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 1456.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2065.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 2014,
201 9.
Importation of a Sand-pumping Dredge, 1115.
Income Tax Bill, 2862.
Income Tax Rates, 1671.
Inebriates Bill, 1891.
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill, 1597.
Leave of Absence to Mr. Irvine, 84.
Licences Renewal Bilf, 2525,
Licensing Bill, 1873, 2864, 2998, 3220, 3273,
32 74.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
_ (No.2), 743.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 233.
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments Bill,
3060 .
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, ~43, 734,
784, 788 , 793, 8°9, 89 2, 893, 894, 89i, 9°7,
1021, 1027, 1033, 1036, 1045, 1135, 1139; 1200,
1206, 1207, 1212, 1220, 1240, 1242, 1344,
1347, 135 0, 135 1, 1355, 135 8, 239 8, 2399, 24 01 ,
2402 .
Mines Department-Search licences, 849; survey fees, 849'
.
Mining Industry-Railwav freights on timber,
89, 849, 2854; timber for mines, 2540.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1710,
17 13, 17 14.
Opening of Public Library on Sundays, 25:.12.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 2711.
Private Members' Business, 891, 2661.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 128.
Publi<. Debt Conversion Bill, 613.
Railway Construction-Walhalla, 318, 322;
Woolomai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson,
1932; Reference to Railways Standing Committee of Seven Proposed Lines in globo,

PEACOCK,
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Sir A. J. (continued)Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill, 2789.
Railways Special Funds Application Hill
3085, 3 254.
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 2467.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
300 7, 3012 , 301 3.
Secretary for Lands, 2529.
State Forests-Conservation of Timber, 2540 >
Timber Royalty, 2.540.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3061.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 133, 173, 186, 187, 190,
439, 44 0, 44 1, 443; Roads and Bridges, 194 ~
'Vater Conservation and Irrigation, 200"
315; Public Library Buildings, 220; Collingwood Railway Drain, 223; St. Arnaud Main
Roads, 223; Inglewood Main Drain, 223;
'Yorkmen's Homes, 224; Railway Rollingstock, 233, 234, 292; Charlton Vleir, 295;
Sewerage Works, 302; Forestry, 306; Country Free Libraries, 313; Walhalla Railway>
318, 322 ; Sunbury \Vaterworks, 434; Council's Suggestion, 1343.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3148.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2848.
Tobacconists Bill, 1721, 2011.
Totalizator Bill, 781.
Transfer of Land Biil~ 1691.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 1444, 2356, 2362.
Votes on Account, 88.
\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1947, 1965, 2277, 2395, 27 14, 2738,
274 2, 2745, 29 28 , 294 0, 294 2, 2988.
Welshpoo! Tramway Bill, 605.

PEACOCK,

Penal Establishments-Vote for penal establishments and goals discussed in Committet: of
Supply, 2424; statement by Mr. Livingston
re prison reform, 2424 i by Mr. Watt, 2424;
by Mr. Graham, 2427'; by Mr. Thomson.
24 28 ..
Perkins, Horace, Case of.
(See Justice, Administration oj.)
Personal Explanations - By Mr. Downward,
170; by Mr. Colechin, 239; by Mr. Sangster.
557; by Mr. J. Cameron, 638; by Mr. Hannah, 1631; by Mr. Prendergast, 1632; by Mr.
Bromley, 1632; by Mr. H. S. Bennett, 1775'
by Mr. Bowser, 1897; by Mr. Watt) 2052;
by Mr. Boyd, 2054; by Mr. Fairbairn, 2054;.
by Mr. Beazley, 2383.
Peters, James, Case of.
(See Justice, Administration oj.)
Petersen, Harold P., Case of.
(See Justice>
Administration oj.) .
Petitions-From VY. V. McCormick, 216; re
giving effect to the expressed wish of the
electors in reference to Scripture lessons
in State Schools, and l?ublishing analysis
of voting on referendum, 370, ~J-I5, 564, 778,
810, 891, 945, 1019, 11 0 7, 118Z, 12 72, 1340,
137 2 , 1413, 1468, 1523,- 1589,' 1632, 1669,
1709, 1749, 180 7, 1993, 21 39, 2254, 23 83,
2460, 2781, 3040; against abolition of Min·
ing Boards, 520, 1187; against the Totalizator Bill, 945; from Christopher Sparling,
1107; against the opening of the Public
Library, Museum, and Art Galleries on
Sundays, 1187, 1373; re Licensing Bill,
2138; from James' - Fairhurst, 2460; re
'Water Acts Amendment and Consolidation
Bill, 2400; from Hawkers' and Dealers'
3 1 90 .
Railwav Department-Retirement of Officers
Association of Victoria, 2577; re hours of
unde~ Sixty, 950; Closing Country Workwork, and method of pay of locomotive
shops, 2814; Signalmen's Hours, 2814.
engine-men, 2577, 2628, 2708, 2781.
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Petitions
Procedure in Connexion withStat:ment by Mr. Gaunson re presentation
of petitions from railway employes by members other than the representatives of the
¥ail wa y service, 2709;' subject debated,
:L7 0 9; ruling by the Speaker, 27 I I .
pioneers, Allowances to-Question b~
Mr.
Bromley, re allowances to aged plOneers,
848 .
police Court Site-Question by Mr. Lemmon, re
site for new City Police Court, Melbourne,
1439·
Police-Question by Mr. McGregor re alleged
dissatisfaction in police force, 65;. statement by Mr. J .. W. Billson ~e detechon 0:
crime, and effiCIency of pohce force, ~o,
by Mr. Gaunson, 682, 944, 1106; questlOn
by Mr. Gaunson, re case of Senior-constable Jones, 1106; vote f~r Police Departl1l'ent discussed in CommIttee of Supply,
2421 -4.
police Regulation Act Amendment BillBrourrht in by Mr. Gaunson, and read first
time,b 243 1 ; aischarged from paper, 3331.
Port Melbourne Lagoon-Question by Mr.
S~ngster, re nui'3ance caused by lagoon dock,
1340; statement by Mr. Sangster, re necessity of cleaning out lagoon, 2188; by Mr.
E. H. Cameron (Evelyn), 2189; by Mr.
Boyd, 2189.
(See also Surplus Revenue
Bill, No. I.)
Port Melbourne Railway Pier.
(See Railway
Department.)
Ports and Harbors-Statement by Mr. Fairbairn, re management of ports and harbors,
92; by Mr. Lemmon, 9.3·
Postal and Telegraph De.partment ~Fedt;ral)
Question by Mr. Beard, re claSSIficatIon of
telegraph operD.tors and postal . assistants,
326 . (Sec also Transferred Officers.)
poultry Export Trade.
(See Produce, Export
of·)
Premier, Attendance of, in the Council Chamber. (See Surplus Revenue Bill,. No. I.)

Mr. G. M. (North Melbourne)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 18S1,
1882.
Administration of Justice-Witnesses in Prison
Garb, 457; Cas~ of Patrick Murphy, 457;
Treatment of Prisoners. Awaiting Trial,
2430 ; Imprisonment of Lascar Seamen,
262 7.
Agent-General, 820, 825, 2996 .
Alexandra Park Bill, 177 2, 1774·
Appointment of Future State Governors, 36 7.
Appropriation Bill, 2945, 2946 , 2947·
.
Artificial Manures Act IS97 Amendment BIll,
1723, 17 24.
Bail Bonds, 24 23, 2494·
Budget, 2068, 2316, 23 25.
Business-Order of, 682, 247, 860, 10 77, 1139,
1315, 2151, 2761; Despatch of, 2761, 3086.
Butter Commission, ~7I.
Canum Advances Bill, 1599, 1604, 16 72.
Chairman of Committees, 133·
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill, 2·OQ7.
Close of the Session, 3334·

PRE:-<DERGAST,

PRE~DERGAST,

Mr. G. M. (continued)Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 278, 481,
12 74, 12 90 , 12 92, 1409, 1496, 1497, 1506 , 155 1,
1552, 1562, 1613, 1618, 1621, 1623, 162<;,
1635, 164 2, 1646t 1648, 1651, 16 52, 1653,
16 56, 16~7, 166 3, 166 5, 1666, 1667, 1678,
1682, 1685, 2783, 2786, 2787, 2867., 2872,
2880, 3230.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
2156, 2161, 2163, 2164, 2166, 2197.
Commons and Forest Reserves, 1895.
Dairying' Companies Act 1900 Further Amendment Bill, 1734, 1735.
Disturbances at Election Meetings, 279.
Eig~i: Hours' Anniversarl Celebration CommIttee, 141.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 186.
Election of Speaker, II.
Electric Street Railways-Reference to Railways Standing Committee, 3180.
Estimates, 2575.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No.2), 1994.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 3132.
Exhibition Building, 2430.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3057; Chinese Factories, 3260.
Foxes Destruction Bill, J 529, 1530, 1531.
Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 946, 1468, 17]6,
Government Labour Bureau, 1704.
Government Statist, 2420.
.
Governor's Speech, 66.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2010.
Hackney Carriages Law Am~ndment Bill,
2015, 2022, 2023, 2026.
Illness of Officers of Parliament, 2985.
Income Tax Bill, 1887, 1993, 2857, 2903, 2907.
Income Tax Rates, 1671.
Inebriates Bill, 1764, 1766, 1767, 1768, 1769,
1770, 1771, 1888.
Infectious Diseases Hospital, 2187, 2521.
In.struments Act Further Amendment .Bill,
1~40, 159 1, 1594, 1595, 1597·
Junes Acts Amendment Bill, 344, .~4Q, 1302.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3141,
3 21 5, 3 216 , 3 21 7, 3219, 3220 .
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3297, 3316, 33Ii,
33 19, ~120, 33 22 , 3323.
Legal Practitioners. Reciprocity Act 1903
Amendment Bill (No. I), 250.
Leongatha Labour Colony-Case of James
Beck, 2577.
Licensing Bill, 1872, 1878, 2150, 2151.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
.
1746 .
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2) .741, 746 , 747.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.3), 1076.
:Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Site' Sale BiJl,
,
1689.
Melbourne General Cemetexy-Sale of Allotments, 2578, 2582.
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments Bill,
. ~060.
M~lk Supervision Bill,.33 24, 3330.
M mes Acts Further Amendment Bill. no,
700 , 79 1, 79 2 , 797, 70 9, .800, 925, 9 26 , 93 2,
1046, 105 1 , TI34, 1.1_6.
Municipal Endowmen( Reduction Bill, 1710,
17 1 5, 1717. 17 2 0.
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3143, 3145.

t

LEGISLA TIVE 4-SSEl\IBL Y •
PRENDERGAST, Mr. G. M.
Ol~-age Pensions, 829.

(contintted)-

Overtime in Dressmaking Trade, 1895.
Pairs, 638.
Parks and Gardens-Rose Cuttings and
Flower Seeds, 2538.
Personal Explanation-The Age Newspaper
Reports, 1632.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 2710.
Police Travelling Allowances, 2423.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 123; the
Age and the Labour Party, 775.
Pu@ic Debt Con.version Bill, 6II, 613, 614.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, ISO, 2522,
25 2 3.
Public Serv:ce Acts Amendment Bill, 2760,
2761, 3268.
Rabbit Export Trade-Secret Commissions,
15 88 .
Railway Construction-\Valhalla, 407; Woolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson, 1929;
Richardson Valley, 2465.; Reference to
Standing Committee of Se, en Proposed Lines
in gtobo, 3191.
Railway Department-Grain Freights, 327;
Employes' Pensions, 85 2, 854, 857; Retirement of Officers under Sixty, 950, 952,
1736; Country Train Service, 1437; Treatment of Employes, 2062, 2664; Finances,
2664; Allowance for Carriage of Wheat and
Coal, 2665; Auditing Accounts, 2666; Sales
of Stores, 2666; Eight Hours Principle,
2823, 28 56.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
.
2), 2909, .2912, 299 2, 329.5.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Biil, 136, 445.
Real Property Bill, 1061, 1063, 1064, 1076,
13 0 5, 130 9, 13 10 , 13 12 , 1342, 1361 , 13 6 3,
200 3.
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 829,
24 84.
Russian Baltic Fleet-Attack on North Sea
Trawlers, 2708.
.
St. Kilda Abattoirs Reserve Revocation Bill,
27 12 .

St. Kilaa and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 2950, 3010, 3012.
Seat at the Table, 2226.
Secretary for Lands, 2528.
Arrangements-Priyate
Members'
Sessional
Business, 137, 6031 I~A3, 1895, 2761; Days
and Hou:s of Meeting, 2027, 2255.
Sewering of North Melbourne State Schools,
199 2.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sa!e Bill, 3029,
3040 , 304 1, 3045.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 450, 481.
State School Teachers Bill, 2207, 2208.
Statistics Collection Bill, S54, 5S6, 557·
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
3027, 3028 .
Surplus Revenue Bill, 133, 154, 155, 177,
187, 191; \Vater Conservation and Irrigat:on, 1'99, 200; Mining Development and
Boring, 201, 20:~; Flinders-street Railway
Station, 208 i Erectric Conveyers, 210, 214,
HI,
415, 42,~ i \Vorkmen's Homes, 225;
Railway Rolli'ng-stock, 254 i Agricultural
Society's Show-rooms, 303; Forestry, 310,
312; Mirboo and Leongatha-road, ~14 ;
Consumptives Sanatorium. ~83; Portarlington Breakwater, 387: .\Valhalla Railway,
407; Williamstown Railway Yard, 409;
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Mr. G. M. (continued)Elwood Swamp, 428, 430, 433; State Brick
works, 439, 440; Minimum \Vage, 524; Evidence taken at the Bar of the Legislative
Council, 1I87.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3156.
Tanner's Glucos~, 2459, 2460.
Technical Education} 2485,
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2844, 2853,
286 5, 288 3, 2888, 2899, 2901, 2902.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1734.
Tobacconists Bill, 1721, 2011.
.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Dill.
21 70 , 21 74, 21 76 .
Tree Planting, 2537.
University Bill, 2217.
University of Melbourne Royal CommissioJ"
-Mr. Fink, 373, 642.
Voting by Post Acts Continuance Bill, 29S 6 .
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1434, 1435, 196 3, 1964, 1967, 1968,
26 °3, 2604, 262 9, 263 1, 26 33, 2634, 26 36,
2637, 2646 , 2660, 2715, 2751, 2941.
Wat,er Supply Special Funds Application
BlII, 3679.
WeIshpool Tramway Biq, 605, 606, 610, 1533.
Wharfage a.nd Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
1892 •
\Vomen's Suffrage Bill, 3114.

PRENDERGAST,

Printing Committee - Appointed, 82 i report
brought up, 3178.
Prison Reform. (See Penal Establishments.)
Privilege-Motion· by Mr. Gaunson that Mr. J.
W. Packer, publisher of the Age new ",paper,
attend the House next day in consequence
of h~s having ,published in that newspaper
certam words III a report of the mover's
speech re the publicatlOn of a daily Hansard, 120; seconded by Mr. Bromley, 122;
~ehatecl.' 123; debate adjourned, 131; motIon WIthdrawn, 170; statement by Mr.
Prendergast re allegations made by Age
newspaper with respect to the Labour Party,
775 i by the Speaker, 775; statement by Mr.
Colechin re alleged misrepresentation by Age
newspaper, 1898; by Mr. Watt, 2052; by Mr.
Boyd, 2054.
Produce, Export of-Statement by Mr. Robertson re ~overnment supervision of exports,
9 1 ; questlOn by Mr. Argyle re inspection of
butter for export, 775; re experiments as to
export butter-boxes, 776; by Mr. Mackinnon
re poultry export trade, 851 i return re receipts and expenditure of Agricultural Department in j:onnexion with cold storage ancl
export of frozen produce ordered, on motion
of Mr. Ewen Cam~ron (Glenelg), 947; presente.d, 1272_; questlOns by Mr. Robertson re
openmg lip oversea markets for hay ancI
compressed fodder, 13~9, 117 1 , 1437 i 5y Mr.
Prendergast re alleged secret commission in
connexion with freig-hts on rabbits sent to
London, 1,88; by Mr. BroT?ley re shipping
agents, 1668; by Mr. Harns re leather export trade. 1807 i subject of development of
export trade discussed in Committee of Supply. 25~0. 255 8 , 25 62 , 2566. 2573 i question
by Mr. Mornssey re cost of Govt!rnment cool
stores. 2540; statement by Mr. Murrav, 25 67 .
vote for development of export trade dis~
cussed in Committee of Supply, 2570.
Public Accounts. Committee of-Appointed 2j;
report brought up, 3254.
'
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Public Debt Conversion Bill~Governor's mes- Public Service-Statement by Mr. Bowser re
sage brought down, anq resolution for apfortnightly payment of salaries and wages,
1897; return re sexagenarians and temporary
propriation adopted, 133; Bill brought in by
employes ordered, on motion of Mr.
Mr. Bent and read first time, 133; second
reading moved by Mr. Swinburne, 611; Bill
McGregor, 2383; presented, 2866; subject of
read second time, 613 j considered in Comsalary of Secretary for Lands discussed in
mittee, 613 j third reading, 614.
Committee of Supp).y., 2527; question by
Mr. Levien re position of Acting Secretary
Public Instruction-Statement by lvIr. Morrissey
Te school charges in sparsely populated disfor Agriculture, 2569. (See also Appointments, Government.)
tricts, 92; by M_r. Bent in Committee of Supply re religio,us instruction in State Scho.ols Public Service Acts Amendment Bill-Brought
'1efore and after school hours, 815; questIon
in by Mr. Gaunson and read first time, 946;
second' reading moved by Mr. Gaunson,
by Mr. Prendergast, 829; subject of reli2760; Bill read second time, 2760; consigious instruction further discussed in Comdered in Committee, 3268; third reading,
mittee of Supply, 2467, 2468, 2484, 2486 ;
statement by Mr. Bent re maintenanc.'C of
32 72 •
school buildings by municipalities, 816; ques- Public Service Fees Bill-Brought in by, Mr.
Bent anclread first time, 1871; discharged
tion by Mr. Hat:ris re report of Director of
from paper, 3272.
Education on New Zealand education system, 1708; by Mr. Livingston re instruction Public Works Department'-:"'Question bv Mr.
Harris re Noojee and Fumina roads, 290 ,
in dairying in State Schools, 1709; return
Te payments by parents of State School
70 9; by Mr. Hannah re statements made by
Mr. Marsden, Public Works Architect, re
pupils ordered, on motiun of Mr. Graham,
day labour in New South Wales, 1339; by
1871; presented, 1993; votes for Education
Mr. Prendergast re sewering of State
Department discussed ii1 Committee of SupSchools, 1992. (See also Surplus Revenue
ply, 2466-90: question by Mr. Boyd re work
Bill No. I.)
of truant officers, 2466; subject of maintenance of and repairs to State Schools discussed in Committee of Supply, 2467, 2470, Questions Involving Returns-Ruling by the
Speaker, 478.
2473, 2475; statement by Mr. Keogh re contributions by parents of State School pupils,
2468; by Mr. Bent, 2468 i subject further Rabbits-Stateme~t by Mr. Colechin re vote for
extirpation of rabbits, 87; by Mr. Thomson,
discussed, 2469; statement by Mr. Keogh re
88; vote discussed in Committee of Supply,
salarIes of monitors, 2469; subject of State
School curriculum discussed in Committee of
2534·
Supply, 2467, 2471-90; statement by Mr. Railway Con~tru.ction.. (See 'Alexand?-a, Railway
CommumcatlOn wzth; Bruthen, Railway ComGaunson re salaries of State School teachers,
munication with; Dartmoor and Mumbannar
2478 i by Mr, Bent, 2478 i by Mr. Downward
Raz/way Communication with; Electric Street
re provision for instruction of children in
Railways; Forrest to Barraml1nga Railway
sparsely settled districts, 2481; by Sir AlexExtension; Gippsland Railway and the Great
ander Peacock re abolition of payment by
Sout~e71~ Line,; Hurst's Bridge, Railway Com.
results, 2472 i by Mr. Prendergast; 2485;
mztnz~atzon wZ,tlz; 1I1allee Railway Extension;
subject of agricultural education discussed
N eenm, Razl-z:;ay
Communication
with;
in Committee of Supply, 2545, 2557, 2559.
N ~t1zerby, Razlway Communication with;
(Se::! also Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
R~chardson Valley, Railway Communication
Public Libraries-Statement by Mr. Lawson re
wzth;. Stratll1,!erton to Tocumwal Rai'lway;
grant to country libraries, 8f); question by
Tolmze,
Razlway
Communication with;
Mr. Lawson, 776. (See also Surplus Revenue
Welslzpool Tramway Bill; and Woolamai,
Bill No. I.)
San Remo, and Cape Patterson Railway.)
.Public Library, National Museum, and Art GalRailway D~partment-Statement by Mr. Keogh
leries-Motion by Mr. Bromley ::tffirming dere ~ubsldy to Department for carriage of
sirability of opening on Sundays, "provided
gram an~l coa!, 87_; by Mr. Colechin,
that no employe shall be required to ,,,ark
87; subject discussed in Committee of
seven days per week, or on any Sunday
Supply, 2665, 2678; statement by Mr.
against his conscience," 148; debated, ISO';
Bent re parliamentary visit to Newport
motion amended by inserting the words
'workshops, 291; question by Mr. Lemmon,
",c from
one o'clock p.m. -till five," 153;
4 14; by Mr. Hannah, 41 I; by Mr. Watt,
-debate adjourned, 154; debate resumed,
re report on electrification of suburban rail1751; motion as amended agreed to,
ways, 1588; Annual Report of Railways
1760; motion by ~1r. Bent, "That a
<;ommissioners laid on the table, 1806; ques'Sum not exceeding £100 be granted to His
han by Mr. McCutcheon re establishment of
Majesty on account of or towards defraying
printing-office in Railway Department, 2253;
the followin~ service for the year 1904-5 : s~atement by Mr. McCutcheon, 2675; quesT'ublic Library, Museum, and Narional Galtion by Mr. Solly re accident at Korumlery, £100," 2522; debated, 2522; agreed to,
burra to Mr. A: J. Le Blocq, 2253; by Mr.
2.122.
(See also Consolidated Re1Jellue Bill
Lemmon re mmlmum wage conditions in
NO.5, and Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
contracts with Messrs. Long and Company,
Public Officers Retirement Bill-Governor's mes2253, 2460; statement by Mr. Lemmon re
sage brought down, and resolution for apomission of minimum wage conditions in
propriation adopted, 781; Bill brought in
railway contracts, 2799; payment to Depart- .
by Mr. Bent and read first time, 781; semellt for free passes to Members of Parliacond reading mo."ed by Mr. Mackey, 1699;
ment, &c., discussed in Committee of Supdebated, 1700; Bill read second time, 1701;
ply, 2497, 2679) Estimates of Railway Dedischarged from. paper, 2521.
,partment discusscod in Committee of. Supply,
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Railway Department (continued)Railway Department' (continued)"hours of labourers at Korong Vale, 169; re2661-85, 2791, 2824; statement by Mr. Bent
turn 1'e promotion of officers ordered, on
re financial position of Railway Departmotion of Mr. Solly, 216; presented, 1669;
ment, 2661; by Mr. Watt re system of keepreturn re sexagenarians ordered, on motion
ing railway accounts, 2671; by Mr. Boyd,
2678; by Mr. Prendergast re sale, privately,
of Mr. Solly, 216; presented, 2254; question
of old metal, 2666; by Mr. Mackinnon,
by Mr. Smith re case of Driver Flynn, 290;
by Mr. Hannah re wages of permanent-way
2677; by Mr. Bailes, in Committee of Supply,
re transference ot repalImg .work from
repairers, 414; statements by Mr,. Hannah,
country centres to Newport workshops, 2670;
8Il, 2673; by Mr. Solly, 2680; question by
amendment, by Mr. McGregor, to reduce
Mr. Solly 1'e case of G. Brown, 564; motion
vote for Railway Department by £1 as an
by Mr. Solly for return of papers in conindication of disapproval of "the policy of
nexion with the removal from office of G.
the Department in closing up provincial
Brown~ 948; debated, 948; negatived, 948;
workshops," 2672; debated, 2793, 2801,
motion by Mr. Solly for return re retire2805, 2810, :2812-20; amendment withdrawn,
ment of officers under 60, 948; debated, 949;
2820; statement by Mr. Kirkwo?d, 2822;
debate adjourned, 952; statement by Mr.
by Mr. Boyd re guarantee to RaIlway DeBent, 1736; motion discharged from paper,
par.tment by trustees of Spring Vale Ceme3331; question by Mr. Hannah re compelling
tery, 2679; by Mr. Gaunson re "running the
porters and others who worked on Sundays
railways absolutely free," 2793; by Mr.
to take corresponding time off during the
Sangster re erection of new railway pier
week, 1271; statement _by Mr. Hannah (on
at Port Melbourne, 2821; question by Mr.
motion for' adjournmen't of the House) re
GaunsoD re utilizing empty trucks returning
treatment of employes transferred from locoto Gippsland by loading them with road
motive branch to permanent way, 2055; submetal broken In the gaols, 2856; by Mr. H.
ject discussed, 2057-64; statement by Mr.
S. Bennett re granting free railway passes
Elmslie, in Committee of Supply, re apolito surviving participants n the Eureka Stockcation of factory legislation to railway emade, 2986.
ployes, 2420; by Sir Samuel Gillott, 2431;
Coal, Carriage of-Statement by Mr. Keogh
return of papers in conn ex ion with case of
re subsidy for carriage of Victonan coal, 87;
J. J. Ellis, late engine-driver, ordered, on
question by Mr. Hannah,1438.
motion of Mr. Bunt, 2460; hours and wages
Coal Contracts-Question by Mr. Livingston
of railway employes discussed in Committee
re tests of coal from New Extended Company,
of Supply, 2661-85, 2791, 2824; statement
KOlumburra, 1707; return re Newcastle coal
by Mr. Hannah re fortnightly payment of
supplies ordered, on motion of Mr. Downni.iiway employes, 2673; by Mr. Gaunson,
ward, 2055; presented, 2254; stafemen~ by
~793; by Mr. Solly re adoption of premium
Mr. Gaunson re obtaining coal from outside
system at Newport workshops, 2681; by Mr.
Victoria for railway purposes, 2798; by Mr.
Morrissey re salary of officer in chaH,:e of
Watt, 2816; by Mr. Colechin, 2819; by Mr,
transportation of live stock, 2684; by Mr.
Sangster, 2820.
Smith 1'e alleged unfair treatment of railway
Compensation and Pension Rights-Stateemployes, because of their connexion with
ment by Mr. Hannah re case of Mr. Cherry,
the recent strike, 2802; amendment by Mr.
94; by Mr. Bent, 96; subject of 'railway emPrendergast, after third reading of Approployes' pensions discussed in Committee of
priation Bill, to insert in the Schedule.
Supply, 852-9; statement by Mr. Fairbairn
"That, in the opinion of this House, eight
1'e case of Mr. Love, 2672; by Mr. Machours should be recognised as a day's labour
kinnon, 2677; by Mr. Solly, 2682; by Mr.
in the service 6f the Railway Department,"
Gaunson re the Jaw relating to compensation
2941; debated, 2947; withdrawn, 2947.
and pension rights, 2794.
Freights and Fares.-Statement by Sir
Employes-Statement by Mr. Solly 1'e pay'
Alexander Peacock, re freight on mining
of line repairers, 88; by Mr. Bent, 95; by
timber, 89; by Mr. Outtrim, 93; further
Mr. Solly, 2680; by Mr. Beard, 2791; by
statement by Sir Alexander Peaco'ck, 2854;
Mr. Sangster, 2821; by Mn Hannah, 2822;
by Mr. Bailes, 4855; statement by Mr.
statement by Mr. Solly re housing accomLevien, re freights on farm produce and
modation of employes, 88; by Mr. Bent, 96;
firewood, 90;. by Mr. Bent, 96; by Mr.
by Mr. Solly re compensation of employes
McBride, 1'e freight on timber and firewood,
injured while on clutYI 88;
by Mr.
845; by Sir Alexander Peacock, 849; subBent, 96; by Mr. Solly re payment for
ject discussed, 849-50; question by Mr.
overtime, 88; by Mr. J. "V. Billson re adopLivingston, re prepayment of freight for
tion of eight hours principle, 90; by Mr.
gravel, 944; by Mr. McKenzie, 1'e excursion
Hannah, {)5; by Mr. Hannah re refares from Melbourne to country shows,
employmen"t of dismissed strikers. 95; by
1053, II87; by Mr. Carlisle, 1439; by Mr.
Mr. Bent, 95; by Mr. G. H. Bennett, 2683;
Boyd, re freight on compressed fodder,
by Mr Gaunson, 2792; by Mr. Elmslie,
1992; statement by Mr. Keogh, in Committee
28j20; further statement by Mr G. H.
of Supply, 1'e tapering rates for carriage of
Bennett, 3340; statement by Mr. Hannah 1'e
goods, 2668; by Mr. Keast, 2682. (See also
number of casual employes out of employGrain Traffic.)
ment, l56; by Mr. Toutcher, 157; by Mr.
McGregor, 157; question by Mr. Hannah 1'e
Goods Traffic.-Return re tonnage of goods
hours of engine-drivers, signalmen, &c., 168;
carried' by early goods trains to Ballarat
statement by Mr. Hannah, 2673; by Mr.
and Bendigo ordered, on motion of Mr.
Bent, 2808; qu.estion by Mr. H. S. Bennett
H. S. Bennett, I.S23; presented, 1633 ;
re hours and wages at Newport workshops,.
statement by Mr. Keogh,· 1'e carriage of
168; by Mr. MC,Gregor (for Mr. Bailes) re
perishable products,· 2669; by Mr. Smith,
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Railway Department (continued)re runniI!.g of early newspaper trains from
Melbourne, 2801; by Mr. Bailes, 2811; by
Mr. McCutcheon, 2812.
Grain Traffic.-Question by Mr. Beard,
re weight of bags of grain, 132; by Mr.
Prendergast re grain freights in New South
\Vales and Victoria, 327; statement by Mr.
Graham, in Committee of Supply, re allowance to Department for carriage of grain
at reduced rates, 840; subject discussed,
840-8; subject further discussed in Committee of Supply, 2495-7, 2665; statement
by Mr. Morrissey, re establishment of railway
weighbridges for grain, 2684; by Mr.
Levien re providing better facilities for the
export of grain at Geelong, 2855'; by Mr.
Hutchinson, 2855; by Mr. Bent, 2856.
Rolling-stock.-Questions by Mr. Lemmon
re contract for manufacture of crank axles,
7i7; re construction of locomotives at
Phcenix Foundry and Newport Workshops,
1707; motion by Mr. Bent fqr appointment
of Select Committee, "to inquire into and
report. upon the wages paid, the hours
worked, and generally on the cost of making
railway locomotives at the Phcenix Foundry,
Ballarat, and at the Newport Railway
'Workshops," 1927; debated, 1927; agreed to,
1929. (See also Surplus Revenue Bill
No. I.)
Train Service.-Question by
Mr. A.
A. Billson re restricted train service in
country districts, and late arrival of trains.
II05; by Mr. H. S. Bennett re cost of
running early country trains for conveyance
of metropolitan newspapers, 1106, 1338; re
appointment of a Committee of Inquiry to
investigate cost of running early newspaper
trains from Melbourne, 1412; statement by
Mr. Lawson, in Committee of Supply, re
slow running of country trains, 1436; subject discussed, 1436'7; statement by Mr.
Bent, 1438; questions by Mr. Lawson re
slow running of passenger trains on Bendigo line, 1706, 1806; statement by Mr.
Smith, 2802; by Mr. Bailes, 2811; return
re revenue earned by 7.35 a.m. train from
Seymour to Melbourne, ordered, on motion
of Mr. Hunt, 1632.
Way and Works-Statement by Mr.
Keogh re expenditure on "belated repairs,"
87; by Mr. Toutcher re relaying line between
Stawell and Horsham, 157; question by Mr.
Toutcher, 216; by Mr. Colechin re repairs
on Geelong to Ballarat line, 479; by Mr.
A. A. Billson re erection of new station
at Spencer-street, 1271; by Mr. Hannah re
delay in preparing plans for new Flinders·
street Station, 11_49; statement by ,Mr.
Keast re railway shed at Ferntree Gully,
2683. (See also Surplus Revenue Bill
No. I.\
Railway Loan Application B-ill -Brought in by
Mr. Bent, and read' first time, 2987; second
readin~ moved by Mr. Bent, 3080; Bill
read second time, 308,~: considered in Committee, 3083; third reading, 3084.
Railwavs Laws Further Amendment Bill (No. I)
-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
time, 1872i Governor's message brought
down, and resolution for an appropriation

Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill No. I'
, (continued)adopted, 1878; second reading moved by
Mr. Bent, 2788; debated, 2789; Bill discharged from paper, 2791.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No. 2~
-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
time, 2791; second reading moved by Mr.
Bent, 2909; debated, 2909; Bill read
second time, 2910; considered in Committee,
29 11 , 2991; third reading, 3076; amend:
ments after third reading, 3076; amendmet1ts by Legislative Council dealt with"
32 95.
Railways Special Funds Application BillBrought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
time, 2987; second reading moved by Mr.
Bent, 3084; debated, 3085, 3254; Bill read'
second time, 32S5; considered in Committee,
3255; third reading, 3255.
Railways Standing Committee. (See Parlia1netZtary Standing Committee on Railways.)
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
time, 135; second reading moved by Mr.
Bent, 13E; debated, 136, 444; Bill' read
second time, 444; considered in Committee,.
444; third reading, 445; amendment recommended by the Governor adopted, 708.
Real Property Bill-Received from Legislative
Council, and read first time, 739; second'
reading moved by Mr. Bent, 1053; debated,
10';3; Bill read second time, 1061; considered in Committee, 1062, 1304; amendments on report, 1362; Bill read third time,
1,363; messages from Legislative Council
dealt with, 2000-3, 2575, 2902, 3076.
Refreshment Rooms Committee-Question by
Mr. G. H. Bennett, 24; committee appointed, 82.
Religious Instruction' in State Schools. (See
Public Instruction.)
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No. I)-Brought
in by Mr. Colechin, and read first time,
349; Bill ruled by the Speaker to be out of
order, 2757; discharged from paper, 2757.
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No. 2)-Motion by
Mr. Bent, fixing licensing fees chargeable
under Bill, 2757; debated, 2757; agreed to,
2759; Bill brought in by Mr. Colechin, and
read flTst time, 2759; discharged from paper,
3331.
Richardson Valley, Railway Communication
with-Question by Mr. Watt, 2057; motion
by Mr. Bent, "that the question of con·
necting the Richardson Valley by means of
a railway with the existing railway system,
and of loading the land enhanced in vallie
bv the construction of the railway, be referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways for inquiry and report,'~
2461; debated, 2462; agreed to, 2466.
River Frontages-Statement by Mr. Thomson releasing of river frontages, 88.
Mr. A. R. (Bulla)
Agricultural Societies and Politics, 2571.
Appointment of Future State Governors; 361.
Appointment of Inspector-General of the In·
sane, 91.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2067.
Butter Commission's Report, 169:

ROBERTSON,
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Mr. A. R. (conti1%ued)Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 595, 614, 1377,
1474, 1477, 149 1, 1493, 1494, 1556, 1610, 1612,
1613, 1616, 1620, 1624, 1626, 1635, 1639,
1650, 1653, 16541 1655, 1663, 1664, 28 76.
Export of ProQuce, 91, 2552; Oversea Markets for Hay and Comprel:ised Fodder, 1339,
137 1, 1437·
Government Statist, 2421.
Income Tax Bill, 2906.
Inspection of Stock, 1992, 2552.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3 11 7, 3299, 3325.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2407.
Municipal Subsidy Allocation, 291.
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3144.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1759.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3268,
3 271.
Rabbit Extirpation, 2~35.
Railway Construction-Reference to Standing
Committee of Seven proposed Lines in globo,
3206; Essendon to Bulla, 3206.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2<)15, 2916, 2917.
State Forests, 1897.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3069.
Surplus, Revenue Bill-Roads and Bridges, 197;
Tooleybuc Water Scheme, 198; Water Corlservation and Irrigation, 200.! Electric Conveyers, 21:0, 412; vVorkmen's Homes, 226;
State School Buildings, 296; Forestry, 312;
Minimum Wage, 547.
Swine Fever, 91, 2552.
'Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1827, 1943, 1944, 2284, 2384, 2628, 26 30,
2643, 2654, 2655, 273 6, 29 19, 29 20 , 2941.

ROBERTSON,

Royal Agricultural Society.
(See Surplus Revenue Bill (NO.1), and Agriculture, Department of.)
Russian Baftic Fleet-Statement by Mr. Bent re
attack ~y Russian BaTtic fleef on North Sea
trnwlers, 2661;. motion by Mr. Bent that
the Legislative Assembly "desire to express
"tile strong sympathy of the people of Victoria with the sufferers from the lnte unprovoked and outrageous attack made by the
Russian Baltic fleet on the fishing boats
at the Dogger Bank, and assure the British
Government that its promptitude in asserting
the honour of the Empire in the matter
meets with the unanimous approval of this
State," 2707; debated, 2708 j agreed to,
2708; adoption of address to the Governor,
requesting him to communicate the foregoing
resolution to the Principal Secretary of St:lte
for the Colonies, 2708 j reply of' His Majesty's Government, 2781.

St. Arnaud

Land Reserve Revocation BillBrought in by Mr. Murray, and read first
time, 1469; second reading moved by Mr.
Murmy, 15QO; Bill read second time and
passed· through remaining stages, 1591.
St. Kilda ·Abattoirs Reserve Revocation BillBrought in by Mr. Bent, and read first' time,
2315; second reading moved by Mr. Bent,
2711; debated, 271I j Bi.ll read second time.
2712: considered in Committee, 2712; third
reading, 2712.
.

I
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St.

. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and read
first time, 1808; second reading movetl by
Mr. Bent, 2947; debated, 2950, 2999; Bill
read second time, 3012; considered in Committee, 3°12; third reading moved by Mr.
Bent, 3013; debated, 3013; agreed to, 3015;
amendment recommended by the Governor
dealt with, 3339.
(See also Electric Street
'Kailwoys.)
St. Kilda Cemetery-Statement by Mr. Elmslie
re complaints against trustees for competing with private individuals, 2582; by Mr.
E. H. Cameron (Evelyn), 2583Mr. GEORGE (Port Melbourne)
Agent-General, 821.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 83.
Case of William O'Brien, 328.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1561, 162t:h
1644.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BillChinese Factories, 3265.
Government Cool Stores, 2573.
Importation 01 a Sand-pumping Dredge, II02,
110 9.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 347.
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 2581.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1235.
N avvies on Walhalla Railway, 532, 557, 813.
Old-age Pensions, 831.
Personal Explanation, 557.
Port Melbourne Lagoon, 221, 1340, 2188.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, ISO.
Railway Department - Employ~s' Pensions,
853; Coal Contract'>, 2820; EIght Hours Principle, 2821; Pay of Permanent Way Repairers, 2821; New Pier at Port Melbourne,
2821.
Railway Loan ApplicatIon Hill, 3084.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2914, 2991, 3078, 3079.
St. Ki~da and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3°°9·
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3029,
3°44·
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers, 2II,
21 4, 424; Port Melbourne Lagoon, 221 ; Railway Rolling Stock, 265; Consumptives' Sanatonum, 381, 382, 427; Williamstown Rai1way Yard, 4°9; Minimum 'Vage, 532, 557.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3155, 3150.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2779, 2833,
2837, 28 5 1, 288 3, 28 90 , 2893.
'Water Acts Consolidation' and Amendment Bill,
26 56 , 299°·

SANGSTER,

Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill.
(See
CrUit Foncier Extension Bitt.)
Scaffolding and Lifts In'>pection Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Hannah, and read first time, 83;
. question by Mr. Hannah, .129lJ; statement
by Mr. Bent, 3315; Bill discharged from
paper, 3331.
Seamen, Imprisonment of.
(See Justice, Administration oj.)
Seats at the Table.
jSee Opposition, Leader
of.)
Secretary for L~nds. (See Public Service.)
Sep:U:lte Representation Repeal Bill-Brought in
bv Mr. Hannah and read fir:.t time 83' discharged ftom paper, 3331.
"
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Session, Close of the-Statement by Mr. Bent,
3332; by Mr. Prenaergast, 3334; by M;r.
Mackinnon, 3334; by Mr. 'Warde, 3335; by
the Speaker, 3335; by the Chairman of Committees, 3335.
S~sional Arrangements-MoHon by Mr. Bent,
appointing days and hours of meeting,
agreed to, 82; statement by Mr. Gaunson
re flours of sitting, 520; mob on by Mr. Bent
to sit on Friday, August 19, 7']8; debated,
778; agreed to, 780; question by Mr. Boyd
re departure from hour of meeting fixed by
sessional (uders, 2052; ruling by the Speaker·,
2052; motion by Mr. Bent for alteration of
hours of meeting, and for sitting on Friday,
2254; debated, 2254; agreed to, 2256; further
motions by Mr. Bent, 2577, 29 24, 3 11 3;
motion by Mr. Bent to sit on Friday, agreed
to, 2627.
(See also Business, Order oj.)
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill-Governor's me.ssage brought Gown, and resolution
for appropriation adopted, 2853; Bill brought
in by Mr. Murray and read first time, 285~;
second reading moved by Mr. Murray, 3028;
Bill read second time, 3028; considered in
Committee, 3028, 3040; third reading, 3045.
Shires Reclassification Bill-Broueht in by Mr.
E. H. Cameron (Evelyn), and read first
time, 1633; question by Mr. Harris, 1f:571;
Bill discharged from paper, 1969; question
by Mr. Gray, 2685.
Shires, Subsidy to. (See ll1unicipal Subsidy.)
Mr. DAVID (Bendigo West)
Abandoned Shafts, 3II4.
Income Tax Bill, 2907.
Mines Acts Further, Amendment Bill, 657, 782,
902, 1030, 1040, 1050, 1052, II31, II32, 1221,
1222, 1228, 1245, 1349, 1359, 1360, 2406 .
Railway Department-Case of James Flynn,
2QO; Closing Country 'Vorkshops, 2801,
2803; Newspaper Trains, 2801; Speed of
Bendigo Trains, 2802; Treatment of Railway Employes, 2802.

S:lIITH,

Mr. R. H. (Representative oj Railways
Officers)
Alexandra Park Bill, 1774.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2) 1635.
Income Tax Bin, 2908.
Meals for Poor State School Children, 2489'
Milk 5upervision Bil1, 3327.
Numurkah Race-course Site Sale Bill, 1761.
Petitions from Railway Employ~s, 2709.
Railway Department-Line Repairers' Wages,
88, 2680, 2823; ·Employes' Houses, 88, 2680;
Compensation for Injuries, 88, 2823; Overtime, 88; Officers' Promotions, 216, 1669;
Sexagenarians, 216, 564; Case of G. Brown,
564, 948; Retirement of Officers Under Sixty,
948, 950; Treatment of Employes, 2060,
2679, 2823; Case of Mr. A. J. Le Blocq,
2253; Management, 2679; Premium' System
at Newport, 2681; Case of Mr. Love, 2682;
Signalmen's Hours, 2823; Eight Hours Principle, 2823.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3084.
Statistics Collection Bill, 554, 555·
Surplus Revenue Bill-Railway Rolling Stock,
256; Walhalla Railway, :324; Electric Conveyers, 421; Minimum Wage, 525.
Technical Education, 2489.
Totalizator Bill, 984.

SOLLY,

Speaker, Election of-Motion by Mr. Fairbairn
that Mr. Frank Madden take the Chair as
Speaker, 4; debated, 4; motion by Sir
Alexander Peacock, that Mr. W. D. Beazley
take the Chair as Speak'er, 5; debated, 6;
Mr. Fairbairn's motion carried on division,
10; presentation of the Speaker to the Governor, 24.
SPEAKER, The (Mr. Frank Madden)-Rulings
and Statements ofAmendments, 364, 365, 373, 1362, 2878; creating a charge upon the public revenue, 428,
2946; circulated before second reading not
receivable at the Table, 1059, 1061; 0',1
Appropriation Bill, 2856, 2946; after third
reading, 2990; referring Bill to committee
of inquiry, 3002; by Governor's message,
3339·
Attendance of Ministers to explain measures
-Assent to Joint Standing Order, 3340.
Bills-Requiring Governor's message, 154, 782,
977, 130 3; requiring resolution from Committee of the whole, 2751; second readings by
leave, 2759; withdrawal of, 2791; reference
of to committee of inquiry, 3002.
Chairman of Railways Commissioners, 216.
Close of the Session, 3335.
Commission to Swear Members, 24.
Conduct of Business, 3049, 3266.
Constitution Act 1903-Form of message conveying Council'.s suggestions in Money Bills,
1343·
Debate-Interjections, 135, 146, 355, 540, 2839,
2848, 2849, 2880; imputing motives to member~ 145, 1464, 1468, 3223, 3260; irregular
discussion, 170, 347, 37 0 , 373, 45 1, 454, 5 18,
549, 55 0 , 722 , 744, 776 , 95 1, 95 2, '9 81 , 9 86 ,
10 58, 1303, 1343, 135 6 , 1447, 1449, 1450, 1461 •
1894, 2008, 2405, 2410, 2411, 2463, 2525,
. 25 26, 25 27, 2840 , 28 49, 28 5 1, 2852, 2871, 28 73,
288 7, 299 8, 3008 , 3048 , 3 II 4, 3 12 7, 3 130..
3 136, 3 143, 3191, .1267; reflections on honorable members, 359, 360, 1464, 1844, 2886;
addressing the Chair, 449, 2887.; no debate·
on motion that Bill be transmi'tted Ito
Legislative Council, 481, 2990; conversations
across the Table, 532; unparliamentary expressions, 543, 89 1, 952, 969, 24 II , 2787,
2837; member cannot speak twice on
second reading, 613, 2150, 2207; reflections
on the Leg:islative Council, 623; reading
• speeches, 668, 669; explanations of motion
after division is called for, Q48; statements read in debate to be laid on the
Table, 949; ·reflections on Bills and Acts,
968 , 28 73; quotations, 969, 3256 , 3 257, .1263;
reflections on a Minister in the Legislative
Council, 1058; time limit of speeches on
motion for adjournment of House to ventilate public question, I I 13, 2839, 2852, 2853,
2901; second-reading speeches, 1444; member having spoken on a motion cannot second
motion for adjournment of debate, 1465;
debating main question (In motion for adjournment of debate, 1466, 1467, 1468,
2007. 2009, 2209, 2211; imputing motives to
the Government. 1466; points of order, 2210,
2410, 2709;. debate on motion that leave
be given to Committee to sit again, 2355;
general discussion on Council's amendments in Bills, 2.~Q7, 2.198, 2411; discussion out of order when no subject
before the Chair,. 2883, 2996, 3340 ;
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SPEAKER, The (continued)obedience to the Chair.., 2886; private member not in order in speaking iTom the
Table, 2897, 3129; discussing measure dealt
with during same session, 3256, 32 57, 3 262 ,
3 264; member cannot s~eak twice on same
motion, 3267.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 185.
Election of Speaker, II.
Elections and Qualifications Committee, 66.
Error in Division List, 1848.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BillChinese Factories, 3260.
Governor's Speech, 25.
Hour of Meeting, 2052.
Illness of the Clerk, 2777, 29 86 .
Leader of Opposition-Right to sit at Table,
2210, 2226.
Motions-Mover cannot Eropose amendment
without leave, 128; notice of, 370, 2883;
for adjournment of Honse to ventilate public
question, 2883, 2884.
.
Mr. Irvine-Leave of Absence to, 84; Congratulations on Return, 2091.
Personal Explanations, 550, 1467, 1632, 20 54,
2880, 2884.
.Petitions-Requesting a grant of money from
the House, W19, 270,Q, 2781; reflecting on
Parliament, 2461; presentation of petitions
from railway employes, 27II, 27 8 1.
Presentation of Addresses to the Governor,
154, 17 0 .
Presentation to the Governor, 24.
Private Bills Treated as Public Bills-Church
of England Law Fu!ther Amendment Bill,
2996; Melbourne Tramways Tr;ust Investments Bill, 3060; Executors Company's Act
Further Amendment Bill, 3 131, 3 133.
Privilege-The Age newspaper, 122, 126, 1632;
The Age and the Labour Party, 775.
Prosecution under Artificial Manures Act,
30 72 .
Questions--Notice of, 24, IIOS, 1372; making
speeches when asking~ IV, 710, 891, II05,
II06, 2627, 2882; involving returns, 478, 564;
::\1inisters' an.5wers, 1106_; debating answers,
1340.
.
Reading Newspapers in the Chamber, 624.
Rescinding resolution of the House, 2576.
Russian Baltic Fleet-Attack on North Sea
Trawlers, 2708.
Suspension of Standing Orders, 3133.
Temporary Chairmen of Committees, 480.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2837, 2883,
2893, 28 98.
The King's Birthday-Message from His Majesty, 2881.
University of Melbourne Royal CommissionMr. Fink, 639, 640.
Writing Desks for Members, 860.
SPEAKER, DEPUTY (Mr. A. W .•Craven)-Rulings
and Statements ofDebate-Time limit of speeches on motion for
adjournment of House to ventilate public
questi.on, II22; Ministerial answers to questions during debate, I I 24 ; explanations by
leave, 1731; imputing motives to honorable
members, 3182; debate on motion to discharge
Bills, 3274.
Motions-by Leave, 1734.
Private Bill Treated as Public Bill-Dairying
Companies Act 1900 Further Amendment
Bill, 1734.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1731.
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Spring Vale Cemetery-Statement by Mr. Boyd
re guarantee by trustees to Railway Department, 2619.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by
MIl. Mackey and read first time, 328; second
"reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 446; debated,
447; Bill read second time, 456: considered
in ,Committee, 456; third reading, 480;
amendment after third reading, 480.
Stamps, Duty. (See Duty Stamps.)
Standing Orders Committee-Appointed, 82 ;
report re writing-desks for members in Assembly Chamber brought up and adopfed,
325; motion by Mr. Bent referring to Committee a message from Legislative Council
requesting concurrence in a joint standing
order relating to the attendance of Ministers in either House to explain measures,
agreed to, 2286; report of Committee
brought up, 2415; joint standing order
adopted, 2416; assent to joint standing
order, 3340.
State Forests-Statement bv Mr. Outtrim re
conservation of mining -timber, 93; by Mr.
Murray, 93; subject further discussed in
Committee -of Supply, 25 29-33, 2540-5;
2547, 255 0, 2555;
statement by
Mr.
McGregor re placing forest branch under
control of Mines Department, 850; B'y Mr.
Prendergast re sale of forest reserves, 1895;
subject discussed, 1895-8; statement b}'
Mr. Prendergast, in Committee of Supply;
re encouragement of tree planting, 2537;
by Sir Alexander Peacock re royalty on
timber, 2540; by Mr. A. A. Billson, 2544;
by Mr. McGrath, 2547; 'by Mr. Morrissey,
2547; subject further discussed, 2552. (See
also Arbor Day, and Surplus Revenue Bill
No.1.)
State School Teachers' Bill-Statement by Mr.
Gaunson, l(~93; Bill brought in by Mr.
Mackey and read first time, 2091; Governor's message brought down and resolution
for appropriation adopted, 2092; second
reading of Bill moved by Mr. Mackey,
2201; debated, 2207; Bill read second time,
221 I; discharged from paper, 3272.
State Schools, Sewering of. (See Public Works
Department. )
Statistics Collection Bill-Brought in by Sir
Samuel Gillott and' read first time, 372;
second reading moved by Sir Samuel Gillott, 551; Bill read second time, 552; considered in Committee, 552; third reading,
557; amendment of Legislative Council
dealt with, 1301.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill-Brought in by Mr. Murray and read first time,· 1524; second 'reading moved by Mr. Murray, 3064; debated,
3066; debate adjourned, 3076; Bill discharged form paper, 3272.
Stock, Inspection of. (See Agriculture, Department of.)
Strangers, Admission of.
(See Parliament
Buildings Committee.)
Strathmerton to Tocumwal Railway-Report of
Parliamentary Standing Committee o.n Railways brought up, 2314: motion by Mr. Bent
referring line to Parliamentary ~,tanding
Committee on Railways for consideration
and report agreed to, 2384; Committee's
report brought up, 2459; motion by Mr.
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Strathmerton to Tocumwal Railway (coniinued)Bent affirming the expediency of constructing a sft. 3in. line of railway from Strathmerton towards Tocumwal, 2853; agreed to,
28 54.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway BillBrought in by Mr. Bent and read first time,
2854; second reading moved by Mr. Bent,
3015; debated, 3016; Bill read second
time, 3023; considered in Committee, 3023;'
third reading, 3028; amendment recommended by the Governor dealt with, 3339.
Sugar Bonus-Question by Mr. Keogh re
Federal sugar bonus, 2627.
Suggestions by Legislative Council fo~ amendments in Bills-Surplus Revenue 'BIll, 1303,
1342; Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill, 2466, 2521; Closer Settlement
Bill (No.2), 2781.
, Supply-Votes on account passed, 84-96, 1435-9,
21I4; Supplementary Es'timates of expenditure for 1903-4 dealt with, 815-59; voting
of Estimates of expenditure for 1904-5 proceeded with, 2354; Victorian Parliamentary
Debates, 2416; administration of Factories
Act, 2420, 2431; electoral registrars, 2420;
Government Statist, 2420; police, 2421;
penal establishmcI1ts, 2424; Exhibition Building, 2430; country art galleries, 2431; Education Department, 2466; expenses of Butter Commission, 2490; Government Analytical Chemist, 2490; witnesses' and jurors'
fees, 2491; County Court bench, 2491;
justices of the peace, 2491; coroners'
juries, 2494 j charities vote, 2495; railway
grain freights, 2495; members' railway
passes, 2497.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. I)-Governor's me':isage
brought down and resolution for appropriation adopted, 133; ,Bill brought in by Mr.
Bent, and its provisions explained, 133 ;
read first time, 135; statement by Mr. Murray re illness of Premier, 154; second reading moved by Mr. Bent, 171; debated by
Mr. Mackinnon, 171; Sir Alexander Peacock, 173 j Mr. Watt, 174; Mr. Gaul1son,
176; Mr. Downward, 177; Mr. Prendergast,
In; Mr. Bailes, i79; Mr. Keogh, 179;
Mr. A. A. Billson, 180 j Sir Samuel Gillott,
lSI j Mr. Levien, 181;' Mr. Ewen Cameron
(Gle1Ielg), 182; Mr. Toutcher, 183; Dill
read second time, 184; considered in Committee, 185, 216, 251, 291, 374, 408 , 4 15;
schedule of expenditure discussed-roads,
and bridges, 188, 193, 408; Tambo River
bridge, ' 189 j bridge at Bairnsdale, 189 j
Cobram bridge, 189; Tambo Valley road,
189, 222; Woods Point road, 189, 222; St.
Arnaud main road, 189, 223; Ingfewood
main drain, 189, 223; Fumina roads, 18q;
Moe Swamp roads, 18q; Koo-wee-rup roads,
Iqo j water conservation and irrigation, 190,
~98, ,114; mining development and boring,
100, IC)2, 200; Tooleybur water scheme, Iq8 j
Flinders-street railwav station, 201; 'Valballa railwav, 209, 316, 388; Elwood Swamp
and Point Ormond, 209, 428 j electric conveyers (railway), 20C), 411, 1\.1 ~ j Ferntree
Glillv railwny station, 21 ~; Melbourne University. 216 j ' eflu:pment
University (min·
in'Z and agriculture), 2J8, 174; Working
Men's College. 21Q, 41~; Natural History'
M.llseUln, 21q i Port Melbourne Lagoon, 221 i
Collingwood' railway drain, 223; Carrum
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Surplus Revenue Bill No. I (continued)weir, 223.; 'Velshpool tram, 224; workmen's
hoines, 224; construction of railway rollingstock, 233, 25 1, 29 2 i Charlton waterworks,
295; State School buildings, 295 i' sewerage
works, 302; Agricultural Society's, showrooms, 303; wattle planting, 303; forestry,
306 ; relIef of aged destitute, 313 i Reillystreet drain, 313; free conveyance of school
children, 313; Portsea quarantine ground,
3 13; railway siding at Footscray" 313;
Mirboo and Leongatha road, 314; Bendigo
Art Gallery, 314, 427; Oak-street, Brunswick, 314, 382; country free libraries, 313,
379, 4 2 7; Brunswick public reserve, 314 i
Melbourne city lock-up, 379; fever hospitals, 38r; Observatory (weights and measures building), 381; protec'tion. of foreshore, Brighton, 381, 386; connexion between Collingwood and Whittlesea railway
lines, 381, 386; accommodation for consumptives at Royal Park, 382; Portarlington
breakwater, 387; Williamstown railway
yard, 408; GeeJong railway yard, 411, 4 15;
N epean quarantine station, 427; Sunbury
waterworks, 434; State brickworks; 436 ;
minimum wage, 521; Bill read third time,
549; message from Legislative Council desiring attendance of the Premier in the
Council Chamber to explain some of the
provisions of the Bill, 893; question by Mr.
Prendergast re publication of evidence taken
at the bar of the Legislative Council, 118 7;
Bill returned from Legislative Council with
a message suggesting an amendment in
which they desired the concurrence of the
Assembly, 1303; amendment made as suggested, 1303 i statement by Mr. Bent re
works authorized by the Bill, 1340; statement by Mr. Mackinnon re form of message
from Legislative Council suggesting an
amendment, 1342; ruling by the Speaker,
1343; statement by Sir Alexander Peacock,
1343·
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Governor's message brought down, and resolution for an
appropnation adopted, 2924; Bill brought
in by Mr. Bent and read first time, 29 24;
second reading moved by Mr. Bent, 3145;
debated, ,1147; Bill read second time, 3154;
considered in Committee, 3154; third reading, 3157.
SWINBURNE, Mr. GEORGE, Minister of 'Vater
Supply (Hawthorn)
Arbor Day, 326.
Ballarat 'Water Commi':ision Bill, 2092, 3060,
3061, 3062 .
Importation of a Sand.pumping Dredge,
1120, 1124.'
Income Tax Bill, 2'909.
Loca I Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 740 , 745, 746, 747.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amend:nent Bill, 1210, 12~7.
Melbourne Tramways Trust' Investments Bill.
10 59,

3060 • 134 0 .

Olel.age Pensions, 326.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 611, 614.
Railway Grain Freights, :P7.
Surplus Revenue Dill-vVater 'Conservation
nnd Irrigatio1)., 315,,316), Minimum, Wage,
537·
-- .
,
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Mr: GEORGE' (continued)- Telegraph Operators and Postal Assistants,
3 26 .
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2842.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2362, 2365.
Water Acts Amendment Bill, 82.
'Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Hill, 1341, 1342, 1413, 1702, 195 0 , 196 7,
2256, 2257, 2258, 2259, 2260, 2261, 2279,
2286, 2384, 2385, 2387, 2388, 2390 , 239 1,
2396 , 2~W7, 25 83, 2590 , 2596 , 2600, 2601,
2602, 2603, 2604, 260j, 2606, 2628, 2629,
2630, 26 32, 2634, 26 30 , 2637, 2638, 26 39,
2640, 2641, 2642, 264~, 2644, ~645, 2646,
2647, 2648, 2650, 26Si, 2653, 26 54, 26 55,
26 56 , 26 57, 26 58, 26 59, 27 13, 27 16 , 27 17,
2718, 2719, 27 20 , 27 22 , 27 26 , 27 27, 27 28 ,
27 29, 2737, 273 8 , 2D2, 274 2, 2743, 2746 ,
2747, 2749, 275 0 , 225 1, 275 2, 2753, 29 18 ,
29 19, 29 20 , 29 21 , 29 25, 2942, 2943, 29 87,
29 88 , 2990 .
Water Supply Department-Guildford and
Yapeen Supply, 132) Waranga Basin, Main
Channel, 290; Lake Lonsdale Supply, 327.
'Water Supply Special Funds Application
Bill, 3080. .
Vtharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
1749, 18 91, 1893.

SWINBURNE,

Tenders for Portable Batteries.
(See Mines
Department. )
Thistle Act-Statement by Mr. Outtrim (on
motion f.:>r adjournment of the House), re
necessity of enforcing provisions of the
Thistle Act, 2139; subject discussed, 2141-3.
THOl\fSO~,

Mr. JOHN (Dundas)
:arrum Advances Bill, 1601.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 57 6, 10 77,
1379, 1397, 140 5, 14.08 , 1473, 1475, 1484,
1493, 1537, 1545, 15.5 2, 1608, 1612, 161 3,
1617, 1620, 1625, 1628, 1630, 1633, 1634,
16 37, 1640 , 1646 , 164 8, 1653, 16 55, 1657,
1659, 1665, 16 79, 3 230 , 334 0 .
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
2166.
Electric Street Railways-Reference to Railways Standing Committee, 3181.
ExtirpatiC'n of Vermin, 88.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1525, 1530.
Geelong and Coliban Waterworks, 2521.
Justices of the Peace, 2491.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3288, 3291, 3292,
3 294, 3295, 3296 , 3297.
Lands Department-Secretary's Salary, 2527;
Bee Farming, 2529, 2532; Ringing Trees
on Grazing Areas, 2529, 2532; Selectors'
Arrears, 2529.
Licensing Bill, 3131.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1738 .
Municipal Elections, II07.
Municipalities and State School Repairs,
2471. '
Prison Reform, 2428, 2429.
Prisoners Appearing in Public in Prison
Garb, 2428.
Railway
Construction-Richardson
Valley,
2463, 24 64; Reference to Standing Committee of Seven Proposed Lines in globo,
3206 .
'
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2991, 2993.
i
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(continued)Arrangements-Private
Members'
138; Days and Hours of Meet2255; Government Business, 3266.
Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3040,
1
2
30 4 , 30 4 , 30 45.
State Schools in Countr): Districts, 2469,
247 1, 247 2.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3068.
Surplus Revenue
Bill,
156; Workmen's
Homes, 229; Melbourne University, 376;
Elwood Swamp, 428, 433,; Minimum Wage,
54 6.
Thistle Act, 2141.
University Bili, 2215, 2221.
\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1943, 2257, 2266, 2268, 2284, 2286,
235 2, 23 88 , 23 89, 239 1, 2397, 2586, 2588,
260 3, 26 50 , 26 53, 2741, 2930, 2989.
Water Frontages, 88. -

THOl\Iso:-<, Mr. JOHN

Sessional
Business,
ing, 778,
Shepparton

Thompson, Mr. H. L. (See Justices of the
Peace.)
Tied Houses Abolition Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Bailes, and read first time, 83; second reading moved by Mr. Bailes, 239; debated,
239; Bill read second time, 242; considered
in Committee, 242; third rea-ding moved
by Mr. Bailes, 1731; debated, 1731; Bill
read third time, 1733; amendments after
third reading, 1733-4' Title to Land (Adverse Possession) BillBrought in by Mr. Beazley and read first
time, 1760; discharged from paper, 3331.
Tobacconists Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and
read first time, 1633; se~ond reading moved
bv Mr. Bent, 1720; debated, 1721, 2011;
Bill read second time, 2011; considered in
Committee, 2011; discharged from paper,
25 2 1.
Tocumwal, Railway Communication with. (See
Strathmerton to Tocumwal Railway.)
Tolmie, Railway Communication with-Motion
by 1fr. Bent, to refer to Railways Standing
Committee question of railway communication with certain districts, including the construction of a narrow-gauge .line to Tolmie,
3 184; debated, 3187; agreed to, 3214. (See
also Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway.)
Totalizator Bill-Brought in by Mr. Duffus, and
read first time, 83; Governor's message
brought down, and resolution for appropriation adopted, 781-2; second reading moved
by Mr. Duffus, 952; debated, q56; motion
for second reading negatived, 987.
TOl.iTCHER, Mr. R. F. (Stawell a11d Ararat)
Appointment of future State Governors, ?.'-'
364, 37 0 , 946 , 18g8, 3267, 3299.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 617, 1405, 1406,.
140 7, 1408 , 1493, 1496 , 1503, 1561 , 1562,.
1605. 1606, 1607. 1614., 1615, 1619, 1625,
16 40 , 16 54.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
2200.
Discharge of ~asual Railway Employes, 157"
216.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill"
30 54.
Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to local residents, 1460, 1464.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,.
2020.
Hansard~ 88, 811, 2419.

(56)

INDEX.

Mr. R. F. (continued)Importation of a Sand-pu~ping Dredge, II24.
Juries Acts Amendment BIll, 347.
Justices of the Peace, 835·
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3 29 1, 3 293, 3295,

TOUTCHER,

Tungamah Race-course Site Sale Bill {continued)-read first time, 1605.; secon.d reading moved by Mr. Murra:r, ,1]61! BIll re~d
a second time, 1761; conSIdered 111 CommIttee, 1761; third reading, 1761,.

32 99.

Licensing Bill, 3228 , 3279.
.
Mines Acts Further Amendment BIll, 724, 784,
793, 798, 800, 802, 896 , 93 0, 934, 102 5,
1047, 1048, II31, II92, 1205, 1219, 1220,
1347, 240 1.
.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 2710.
Private Members' Business, 603, J267.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, ~27.
Public Service Acts Amendment BIll, 3269'
Railway Construction-Walhalla, 394; Richardson Valley, 2462.
Rocky Po:nt State School, 2475.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
2953, 3012 .
.
.
State Forests-ConservatIon, 2555; Actmg Conservator, 2555, 2569; Timber Royalty, 255 6.
State School Teachers Bill, 2209, 2210.
State Schools in Country Districts, 2475·
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway' Bill,
302 7 . .
.
Surplus Revenue BIll, 183, 184, 191; Fhndersstreet Railway Station, 205; ·Workmen's
Homes, 2JO; Melbourne University, 377,
379; Walhalla Railway, 394; Elwood
Swamp, 429; Sunbury Water Works, 435;
Minimum \Vage, 521 , 550.
Technical Education, 2475.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2895
Totalizator Bill, 977.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
21 72.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 1444.
University Bill, 2215.
\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1967, 1968, 2396 , 2937.
Water and Timber Reserves, 327.
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 605, 606, 610, 1533,
1535·
Tramway Fares.
(See Melbourne Tramway
and Omnibus Company.)
Tramways Act 1901 Amendment Bill~Brought
in by Mr. Bent, and read first hme, 480;
discharged from paper, 1848.
.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment BIllBrought in bi Mr. B:nt, and read first
time 603; second readmg moved by Mr.
Bent', 2169; debated,. 2170; . Bill re~d
second time, 2174; conSIdered 111 ,CommIttee, 2174, 2201; third reading, ~201 ~ returned from the Legislative CouncIl WIth a
message suggesting an amendment, 2466;
.
message dealt with, 2521.
Transfer of Land Bill-:Received from LegIslati ve Council" and read first time, 739;
second reading 'moved by Mr. Mackey,
1689;' debated, 1691; Bill ~ead second tiT?e,
1692; considered in CommIttee, 1692; thud
reading, 16Q4'
Transferred Officers-Question 'by Mr. Lawson
re vote to meet claims by letter-carriers for
arrears of salary, under section 19 of Public Service Act 1900, 848.
Tuneramah Race-course Site Sale Hill-Lieutenant-Governor's message brought down
and resolution for appropriation adopted,
1605; Bill brought in by Mr. Murray, and

Unclaimed Funds Bill-Brough~ in by Mr.
Beazley, and read first time, 603; second
reading moved by Mr. Beazley, 1443; de. bated, 1443; Bill read second time, 1445;
considered in Committtee, 2355; discharged
from paper, 3331.
Unemployed, The-Question by Mr. Hannah,
re finding work for unemployed, 520; statement by Mr. Outtrim re providing land,
tools, and temporary maintenance for un·employed workmen, 2832. (See also Labour
Bureau.)
University Bill-Governor's message brought
down, and resolution for appropriation
adopted, 2064; Bill brought in by Mr.
Mackey, and read first time, 2064; second
reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 22II; debated, 2212; Bill read second time, 2219;
considered in Committee, 2219; third reading, 2226.
University of Melbourne-Statement by Mr.
Bent in Committee of Supply re finances
of University, 2466; by Mr. Gaunson, 2467.
(See also Surplus Revenue B~ll. No. I.),
University of Melbourne CommIssIOn-Mohon
by Sir Samuel Gillott, authorizing payment
to the Commission of a further sum of
£27 4s. 8d., 37 2 ; debated, 373; agreed to,
373; motion by Sir Samuel Gillott, expr~ss
iner appreciation of the valuable serVIces
pe~formed by the Hon. T. Fink, President,
and the members of the Commission, 373;
debated, 373; agreed to, ,373; motion by
Sir Samuel Gillott, "that it be entered on
the journals of the House that the foregoing resolution was passed unanimously,"
agreed to, 373; motion by Mr. Bent, that
Mr. Fink be requested to attend the House
on Thursday, 4th August, in order that Mr.
Speaker may convey to him th~ said resolution, agreed to, 520) Mr. Fmk attends
the House, 639; mdtion by Mr. Bent, that
a chair be provided on the floor of the
House for His Honour Sir John Madden,
Chancellor of the University, agreed to,
639; resolution of the thanks of the House
conveved to Mr. Fink by Mr. Speaker,
63q; -Mr. Fink presented with copy of resolution, 640; Mr. Fink's reply, '640; motion
by Mr. Bent, that proceedings be printed
in the Votes, 641; seconded by Mr: Prendergast, 642; agreed to, 643; statement by
Mr. Mackinnon, 643.

Victorian Year-Book-Statement bv Mr. Boyd in
Committee of Supply re late' publication of
the Victorian Year-Book, 859; by Mr.
Warde, 859.
Visitors Accommodated with Chairs on Floor of
House-The Chancellor of the University
(Sir John Madden, K.C.M.G.), 639; the
Duc d' Abruzzi, 1130.
Voting by Post Acts Continuance Bil~-Brought
in by Mr. Bent, and read first hme, 2853;
second reading moved by Mr. Mackey,
2996; Bill read second time, 2996; considered in Committee, 2996; third re_ajling,
299 6 .
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Wages Boards. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Walhalla Railway-Statement by Mr. Bent re
dismissal of navvies, 607; subject discussed,
813-5' [See also Surplus Revenue Bill No.
I.)
Waranga Basin. (See Water Supply.)
Mr. E. C. (Flemington)
Agent-General, 820.
Agricultural Societies and Politics. 2573.
Carrum Swamp Land-owners, 1668.
Close of the Session, 3335.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1290, 1297,
140 7, 1630, 1635, 1655.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
2160, 2168, 21Q8, 2199, .2415.
County Court Bench Vacancy, 1669.
Eight Hours Anniversary Celebration Committee, 143, 145.
Election of Speaker, 6.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment Bill, :3131, 3 134, 3135.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,

WARDE,
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Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill
(cofttinued)propriation adopted, 1413; second reading
of Bill moved by Mr. Swinburne, 1413; debated by Mr. Elmslie, 1808; Mr. Ewen
Cameron (Glenelg), 1814; Mr. Outtrim,
1816; Mr. Mackinnon, 1817; Mn Keogh,
1820; Mr. Colechin, 1822; Mr. Downward,
1824; Mr. Robertson, 1827; Mr. Morrissey,
1829; Mr. Cullen, 1839; Mr. Bailes, 1842_;
Mr. McKenzie, 1844; Mr. Graham, 184.);
Mr. Beard, 1846; Mr. Carlisle, 1847; Mr.
Watt, 1847; Bill read second time, 1848;
considered in Committee, 1937, 2256, 2384,
2583, 2628, 2713, 2918, 2924.; statement by
Mr. Beazley re valuation of lands affected
by the Bill, 2190; third reading moved by
Mr. Swinburne, 2987; debated, 2987; agreed
to, 2988; amendment after third reading,
29 88 .
Water Supply-Question by Mr. Law':)on re
extension of CoEban scheme to Guildford
and Yapeen, 132; by Mr. Cullen re main
channel from vVaranga Basin, 290; by Mr.
Hutchinson re Lake Lonsdale Water Supply,
327;. return re financial position of Geelong
and Coliban waterworks ordered, on motion
of Mr. Thomson, 2521; presented, 2781.
(See also Surplus Revenue Bill No.1.)
Water Supply Special Funds Application BillBrought in by Mr. Bent, and read first time,
2987; second reading moved by Mr. Bent,
3079; Bill read second time, 3079 j considered in Committee, 3079; third reading.
3080 .

Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to local residents, 1465, 1467.
GunT:iower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2008, 2009.
Income Tax Bill, 2904.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3332.
Justices of the Peace, 2492.
Labour Bureau, 812.
Licences Renewal Bill, 2526.
Licensing Bill, 1874.
Construction - Appointment of
Locomotive
Select Committee, 1928.
Mines Ads Further Amendment Bill, 797, WATT, Mr. W. A. (Essend.on)
1135·
Agent-General, 817, 820.
Opening of Public Library, Museums, and
Agricultural Chemist's Staff-Salaries and
Art Ganery on Sundays, 2524.
Office Accommodation, 2539.
Prison Reform, 2428.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 355,
Prisoners appearing .in public in prison garb,
359, 361 , 36 5, 37 0 .
24 2 9.
Appropriation Bill, 2944.
Private Members' Business, 137.
Butter Commission, 2153.
Railway Department - Employes' Pensions,
Carrum Advances Bill, 1602, 1605'
857; Closing Country Workshops, 2812.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1285, 1290,
Railways Special Funds Application Bill, •
1386, 1405, 1407, 140C), 1410, 1476, 1481 ,
308~.
1546, 1553, 1562 , 16 58; 27 82 , 27 86 , 28 74,
St. Kilda and Brighton ~lectric Tramway
2877, 28 78 .
Bill, 29.C::Ej, 1013.
Coal and F!rewood Sale Regulation Bill,
Statistics Collection Bill, 555.
2154, 2161, 2162, 2163, 2164, 2166, 2167,
Strathmerton towarrls Tocumwal Railway Bill,
2168, 2195, 2196, 2191., 2198, 2199, 2415.
3°19·
Conduct of Business, 21 51, 3II4, 3265.
Surplus Revenue Bill. 156; Roads and
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No·3), 1439.
Bridges, 193; Water Conservation and IrriDairying Companies Act 1900 Further Amendgation, 199, 315; Elwood Swamp and Point
ment Bill, 1734.
Ormond, ~!O9; Public Library Buildings,
Eight Hours' Anniversary Celebration Com220; Workmell's Homes, 226; Railway Rollmittee, 146.
ing-stock, 237; Minimum Wage,' 535.
Elective Executive, 946, 3298.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
Electrification . of the Suburban Railways,
21 73.
15 88 .
Victorian Year-Book. 850.
Estimates, 2354.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 2397.
Bill, 3 134, 3136, 3137.
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 1533.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Bill, 3046, 3048 ..
Water Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
Swinburne, and read first time, 82; discharged
3049, 30 51, 3052, 3055, 3059; Chinese Facfrom paper, 141 I.
tories, 3261, 3262.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment BillFoxes Destruction Bill, 1529.
Preliminary. resolution
in
Committee
Government Appointments in Victoria-Readopted, 1:341; Bill brought in by Mr. Bent,
striction to Local Residents, 1466, 1467,
and read first time, 1342; Governor's mes1736.
sage br.oul~ht down and resolution for apGovernment Statist, 2421.
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Mr. W. A. (continued)WATT, Mr. W. A. (ctJntinued)Governor of Pentridge, 2425, 2428.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 156, 174, 186, 314, 395,
Inebriates Bill, 1889, 1891; 3131.
443; Electric Conveyers, 209, 213, 408;
Instruments Act Further - lAmendment Bill,
\Vorkmen's Homes, 224; Railway Rolling-stock, 235, 254, 258; Aged Destitute,
1594; 1596 .
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3137,
313; Bendigo Art GallerYl 314; Oak-street,
Brunswick, 314; Melbourne University,
3 21 9.
374; Consumptives Sanatorium, 383; Wale
Justices of the Peace, 833, 837.
Labour Bureau, 812.
halla Railway, 396; Williamstown Railway
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Lal}d
Yard, 409; Elwood Swamp, 429; Minimum
Bill, 1698, 1699.
Wage, 526.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3152.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3292, 3296, 3297.
Lands Department-Applicants for Fumina
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 239, 242, 249, 1731,
Blocks, 479; Alleged Iilegal Possession of
1733, 1734·
Large Areas, 479; Grazing Area Leases,
Totalizator Bill, 957.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
479·
Licensing Bill 1872, 18Z7, 1878, 2151, 3280.
217°·
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2355, 2356,' 2363, 2365.
University Bill, 2222.
.
1741.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
Bill, 1847, 1939, 19_42, 1959, 1962 , 196 3,
(No.2), 744, 745.
.
1967, 1968, 20 52, 2257, 2259, 2273, 2284,
Locomotive
Construction-Appointment
of
2285, 235 2, 239 2, 2394, 264 1, 2642, 2647,
Select Committee, 1927.
2649, 2717, 2725, 2726, 27 28 , 273 1, 273 6 ,
Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Site Sale Bill,
2740 , 2747, 2750, 29 18 , 29 19, 2934, 2939,
1689.
. 298 7, 298 9.
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments Bill,
We'lshpool Tramway Bill, 606.
1060 .
Milk Supervision Bin, .~326.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 799, 'Ways and Means-Resolutions on which to
found Consolidated Revenue Bills, con801, 930, 932.
sidered and adopted, 96, 859, 1439, 2115,
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1719.
2522; resolution on which to found ApproNorthern Suburbs Cemetery' Bill, 3143, 3144.
priation Bill, considered and adopted, 2856.
Personal Explanation, 2052.
Weighbridges and Sworn Weighers BillPetitions from Railway Employes, 2709.
. Brought in by Mr. Bowser, and read first
. Prison Reform, 2424.
time, 349; discharged from paper, 3331.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 126, 130,
. V\Telshpool Tramway Bill-Brought in by Mr.
17°·
Bent, and read first time, 415; second readPrivileges of State Members at Federal Paring moved' by Mr. Bent, 603; debated,
liament House, 1706.
604; Bill read second time, 606; conPublic Debt Conversion Bill, 612.
sidered in Committee, 606, 1533; third
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3269.
reading, 1535.
Railway Construction-Walhalla, 396;' Woola- .
mai, San R-emo, and CaEe Patterson, 1931; Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration BillQuestion by Mr. Keogh, 1709; resolution
Richardson Valley, 20,5; Reference to
fixing' wharfage and harbor rates, adopted,
Standing Committee of' Seven Proposed
1749; Bill brought in by Mr. Bent, and
Lines in globo, .)194; Newmarket to Bulla,
read first time, 1749; second reading moved
3194; ~rom Flemington Bridge, 3194;
by Mr. Swinburne, -- 1891; debated, 1892;
Tolmie, 3195.
Bill read s~cond time, 1893; considered in
Railway Department-Retirement of Officers
Committee, 1893; third reading, 1893.
under Sixty, 951; Auditing Accounts, 2671;
Finances, 2671; Closing Country Workshops, Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway-Return re
holders of land in vicinity of proposed nar2815; Coal Contracts, 2815.
row gauge railway from Whitfield to MahaiRailways Laws Further Amendment Bill"
kah ordered, on motion of Mr. Bowser, 2708;
2790 .
. presented, 2986. (See also Tolmie, Railway
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.'
Communication with.)
2), 2912, 2914, 2916, 2995.
.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment' Widows' Maintenance Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Mackinnon, and read first time, 946; dis·
Bill, 156, 445.
charged from paper, 3331.
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 2486.
Retail Shops Limiting BiH (No.2), 2757, Wild Dogs Act 1901 Revival and Continoance
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Murray, and read
275 8, 2759·
first time, 603; second reading moved by
Right of Leader of Opposition to sit at
Mr. Murray, 1077; Bill read second time,
Table, 2210, 2226.
1077; considered in Committee, 1077; third
St. Kilda Abattoirs Reserve Revocation Bill,
reading, 1077.
27 12 .
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
WILKINS, Mr. EDGAR (Collingwood)
Bid, 3002, 3003, 3012, 3013, 3014.
Sessional Arrangements-Private
Members'
Agent-General, 81-9, 820.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 358.
Business, 747, 144 2, 1807; Days and Hours
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1683.
of Meeting, 1524, 2255, 2461.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2159.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 447, 456.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 186.
State School Teachers Bill, 2210, 2211.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3066.
2012, 2020.
Supplementary Estimates, 816.

'WATT,
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Mr. EDGAR (continued)Inebriates Bill, 1890'
Infectious Diseases Hospital, 2190.
Infectious Diseases Hospital :Maintenance
Bill, 3283.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 348.
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 2580.
Milk Supervision Bill, 2194. 3126, 3127, 3129,
3 1 30 , 33 2 5.
Statistics Collection Bill, 554.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Workmen's Homes,
226.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2849, 2900.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2364, 2365.
'Yater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bin, 1962.

WILKINS,

R8BT.

s.
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Women's Suffrage Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Lawson, and read first time, 2177; statement by Mr. Lawson, 2661; question by
Mr. 'Prendergast, 3114; Bill discharged
from paper, 3331.
"Yoolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson
Railway-Motion by Mr. Bent, "that the
question of connecting Woolamai, San Remo,
and Cape Patterson by means of a railway
with the existing railway. system, and of
loading the lands enhanced in value by the
construction of the railway, be referred to
the Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Railways for consideration and report,"
1929; debated, 1929; agreed to, 1936.
Working Men's College-Question by Mr. Bromley re increase of Government grant, 1438.
(See also Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
Workmen's Homes. (See Closer Settlement Act
(N o. 2), and Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
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