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permit me to say so, is wrong in saying
that the only notice honorable members
ha ve of a change in the hour of meeting
Thursday, October 6, 1904.
is that given in the press. If the honorable
member will look at the proof of the noticepaper he no doubt received this morning,
The SPEAKER took the chair at nine he will find, printed in large 'letters at the
minutes past three o'clock p.m.
top, " Mr. Speaker will take the chair at 3
o'clock." That notice is given to every
HOUR OF MEETING.
honorable member.
I say nothing as to
what might happen, such as the honorable
SPEAKER'S RULING.
Mr. BOYD said he desired to ask for the member mentioned, bu~ both sides of the
Speaker's ruling upon what appeared to House are always represented at the close
him to be a very important matter, and that of each sitting, and if any surprise was atwas whether the House was competent to tempted on the House, I think the House
proceed to business at 3 o'clock this after- would be sufficiently safeguarded by the
noon? The sessional orders for the pro- leader of the Opposition objecting to the
I therefore
tection of honorable members, and of the motion being moved by leave.
rule
that
the
House
1S
properly
called tointerests of the country, stated that the. ordinary hour of meeting should be half-past 4 gether to-day, and is competent to proo'clock in the afternoon, and unless notice ceed to business.
to the contrary was given of the intention
PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS.
of the Government to alter the time at
Mr.
WATT.-I desire to make a perwhich the House was to meet, the House
should meet at the ordinarv time. Now, sonal explanation. Per/sonal explanations
last night, after half-past I~ oiclock, after are very fashionable in the Federal Legiswhich no further new business could be lature, but they are not so frequently
taken, a motion was moved, on the adjourn- availed of in the State Legislature.
An HONORABLE :MEMBER. - We have.
ment of the House, that the House should
meet to-day at 3 o'clock. No notice what- more sense.
ever was given to honorable members who
nir. W ATT.-So far as my experience
were not present, and, except through the in Parliament is concerned, I have hitherto
press, they had no notice as to when the refrained from rising for this purpose, beHouse would meet. There was a very im- lieving that very often honorable members
portant matter involved, because a Govern- are inclined to overrate any particular allument, knowing that a number of its oppon- sions to themselves that may appear in the
.ents might be absent at the time of meet- public prints, and to imagine that the couning, might so arrange at the last hour of the try and the House generally may feel more
evening that the House should meet early keenly about them than they really do. The
-say, at 10 o'clock-next morning, and if remarks I have to make bear relation to a
the opponents of the Government who leading article. in to-day's Age. Honorable
happened to be interested in any matter members probably recollect that on Tuesday
that might be brought before the House, night there was some little talk on the
were awq.y, then the Government of the Water Bill-some observations as to
day, whoever they might be, would be en- whether the Government should proceed
abled to put through legislation that had with the measure at once-and certain
not been properly considered, and the in- honorable members On this (the M'inisterial)
terests of the country would, in that case, side of the House took what appeared to
not be protected as the sessional orders their minds the right view-that the 'House
provided that they should be.
Consider- should not proceed hurriedly with a meaing these things, he would like to know sure of such gigantic magnitude. In critiwhether the House was now competent to cising those honorable members, the Age
proceed to business.
newspaper is not satisfied with drawing
The SPEAKER.-What occurred last attention to the fact that sucn opposition
,night was this: There was a unanimous was offered to the measure, but makes
House which desired to \ffieet to-day at 3 certain statements and insinuations which
o'clock. No voice was raised against that bear directlv on the individual honour of
. proposal, and when a unanimous House 'certain members of thiS' House, including
decides on anything, it has very great power my,~elf. In. order to make th,e matter perindeed. The honorable member, if he \"ill fectly clear to honorable members, I pro-

Personal

[6 OCT., 1904.]

pose to read the parts of the article to
which exception can be legitimately taken.
Dealing with the whole question, the Age
saysMr. Swinburne has also designed his Bill to
deal with and settle the much vexed question of
riparian rights, because, as he put it, "there is
no use in the State launching out on irrigation
projects unless we know what water we own and
what we can depend on." Mr. 'Watt appears to
think that this part of the Bill must be blocked.
Here it may be we find a part of the explanation
for the sudden opposition which has been generated. Certain land-owners may conceive that in
this respect the Bill infringes some of their accrued or accruing rights.
In every country landowners have uniformly striven to get command of
the streams which intersect their properties. The
Minister seemed conscious of this when he referred to the strong steps which Count Cabons
took m Itaiy to make the whole or the Italian
rivers and streams the property of the Crown.
In that country thousands of so-called private
Iiparian rights had grown in the course of Genturies, and it required a strong Minister to regain
for the public benefit what had been lost piecemeal by the encroachments of private selfishness.
Is it the case that Mr. 'Watt has been constituted
the mouthpiece of certain Victorian land-owners
who object to the Crown here claiming its own
in Victorian waters?

.That is the first statement, to 'which I will
subsequently draw your attention and the
attention of the House. The next is as
follows : 'Vith all these interests at stake we must not
marvel too much at opposition being raised in
Parliament against the Water Bill. But if Messrs.
Fairbairn, 'Vatt, and Boyd are really making
themselves the exponents of these reactionary and
non-progressive interests, they ought to take Parliament into their confidence and explain under
what auspices they are moving. It may be, of
course, that the monetary institutions of the city
which are interested in the irrigable areas covered
by the Government scheme are secretly opposing
the Bill.

The third statement is at the conclusion of
the article, w bere the following words
occur : 'Vhen matters come to be explained, it will probably be found that this" revolt" of Government
supporters against the Government 'Water Bill
has its rise in the "revolt" of the land-owners
under the Irrigation Trusts.

Now, my point is this: I can easily understand the Minister, in the fulness of his
enthusiasm for the measure, and believing
it to have very great beneficial effeCts in
prospect for Victoria as a whole, taking
exception to the tactics adopted here on
Tuesda y night, but neither the Minister nor
any public print, publfshed under the laws
of this country has a right to imply that,
because honorable members see differently
'from the :Ministry, they have any private
rights to serve, or are acting as the mouth-
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piece of certain interests that maybe in
jeopardy under the Bill. Surely we give the
press sufficient liberty in this country without
allowing them to deliberately attempt to
blast the reputation of a man before his constituents r and lower any prestige lie may
have 'Obtained in the country. And because we see fit to take such a stand in the
discharge of what we consider our public
duty, are we to be held up in the leading
articles of a daily print like this as objects
of opprobrium and obloquy before the
popular gaze? I had intended to submit a
motion which' wourd have made this matter
a matter of privileg,e, but on second
thoughts I was strongly of opinion that it
would be inadvisable to adopt that course.
Because it is unwise for Parliament to
submit itself to the indignity of frequently
dragging to the bar the publisher of a
newspaper that nas assailed the individual honour or the corporate honour
of Parliament, or attempted to lcwer
its prestige. We d'O no good to the public
by
endeavouring
to
assert
useless
I think it
privileges of that kind.
is' time, whenever an occasion of this
kind occurs, when men have imputed
to them improper motives, which would render them unworthy of being popular representatives in this Chamber, that the attention of this House and, incidentally, of the
country should be directed to it.
I take
the opportunity of absolutely branding
everyone of these statements and insinuations as infamous falsehoods.
They have
no relation whatever either to my conduct
or my motives, and I think any honorable
member, wha~ever his views may be as to
the Water Bill, or as to the tactics by which
that Bill was held up, will support another
honorable member in a challenge of this
kind, when a statement of private motives
is made.
The Premier himself, by his attitude in the debate, practically confessed
that there was adequate cause for the action
which Government supporters took, and
that he thought, even if the :Minister was
thwarted for the time being, that we considered it our public duty, representing the
people as a whole, to take the stand we did.
I trust that the House will pardon this intrusion of a matter of a personal kind, but
I bring it forward because what has happened to one may happen to an'Other.
Mr. BRoMLEY.-And has happened.
Mr. WATT.-This paper is more than
reckless.
It has frequently made statements about individual members who do
not perhaps care to incur its personal
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enmity, but I have no consideration for matters of that kind.
If I could not sit here
with a free conscience, I would not sit here
at all.
I had no consultation with any
of the institutions to which that paper refers, or with any of the individuals interested in'the irrigable areas, and the action
I took was in the public interest, and the
subsequent procedure in this House on that
Bin proves, I think, that it was.
Mr. BOYD.,-I desire, on the same matter, to say to the House, as my honorable
friend here has referred to it, that I candidly admitted to the :Minister my intention to " stone-wall" the Bill, or to go as far
as I could to prevent the discussion of the
measure that evening. But I did that after
clearly explaining that my object was to
enable the House to get a full knowledge
of the provisions contained in the Bill,
which, I believe, up to that time, honorable
members had not got.
Honorable members who were most interested in seeing the
Bill passed, and who come from 'districts
where water is so badly wanted, were in
favour of urging a delay of a week, and
they consented without any protest at all
I object strongly
to a delay of a fortnight.
to the newspaper in question imputing mo~
tives to honorable members without any
justification whatever for doing so. I feel
that it ought to put the names of the
scribes at the bottom of the articles in
which these attacks on honorable members
are made. I think then we should have less
of that disreputable stabBing in the back that
we get now from the daily newspapers. What
I did I considered to be my duty, in the
financial interests of th~s country. I know nothirig at all whatever about the interests of
those who are to be affected in the irrigation
areas,. an~ I considered it my duty, in the
finanCIal mterests of this country, to delay
the passage of the measure until we had
further know ledge of the effect it is going
to have on the finances of the country. I
should like to say that articles of that kind,
traducing the characters of honorable members, appeared in the same print when the
Water Bill was before the House twentv
years ago.
That newspaper printed the
same kind of articles about honorable members then.
The SPEAKER.-I think the honorable
membeT is going beyond a personal explanation now in referring to what took place
twenty years ago.
Mr. BOYD.-I admit that I may be, and
I accept the rebuke j but I would submit
that that fact has a bearing on the matter
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we are now copsidering in connexion with
this particular article in the press. I never
stood against the Water Bill, or against
particular clauses in it. All that I asked
for was delay, in order to give an opportunitv for further consideration, and, therefore, I am not to be considered as an opponent of the Water Bill.
The motives
imputed to honorable members in the Age
to-day were imputed twenty years ago by
the same newspaper to the men who opposed the Water Bill then_
When the
question of writing off was before the
House, they were accused of representing
the interests of those who desired to have
the money written off. Who was then the
most ardent in advocating that that money
should be written off?
The Age. Who,
later on, blackguarded the men who
were in favour of the writing off?
The
Age.
Now the same print is blackguarding those honorable members who want delay for the purpose of further consideration~ and if by any mischance this Bill
should not turn out a success, who will
blackguard the honorable members who
rushed it through?
The SPEAKER-This is not a personal
explanation.
Mr. BOYD.-All I have to say in connexion wid) attacks of this kind, when
motives are deliberately imputed with the
idea of injuring honorable members in their
constituencies, is that we should adopt the
French method, and make the writer of the
article put his name to it.
Mr. FAIRBAIRN.-As the honorable
member for Essendon has brought this matter up and as my name has been mentioned
in connexion with it, I should like to say
that the motives imputed to me in my criticism of the Bill the other night are entirely
repudiated by me. I have the misfortune
to belong to the land-owning class.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Misfortune?
-Oh, no.
Mr. BAILES.-I will change p1aces.
Mr. FAIRBAIRN.-I am taking it fram
the political point of view. I know that
honorable members on the Opposition side
of the House have made complaints as to
mis-statements in the press about their actions, and I have often seen statements
about those honorable members which I have
known to be completely unfounded, and I
believe that we ought to see that unworthy
motives are not attributed to us.
Mr. J. W_ BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Did you
back us up?
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Mr. F AIRBAIRN.-Yes. Whenever I
have seen anything unfair to honorable
members I have always backed them up,
and alw~ys shall do so; and if the honorable member for the Public Service had endeavoured to have a certain gentleman
brouO'ht to the bar of the House, I would
b
have backed the honorable member up in
having his motion carried, although I do
not know what we should have done with
the gentleman after we had him at the bar.
That was the only trouble. I wish to say
that, in speaking the other nig~t, my criticism was based on this fact entIrely-that I
thought we ought to give e~ery p.ossible ~onsideration, from the financIal pomt of vIe,y,
to the measure that was before us. I saId
we were in a comfortable position now, and
that we did not want to get out of it j that
we wanted to take every possible means in
order to have the finances safeguarded. I,
therefore, join with the two other honorable
members who have spoken in animadverting
on this unseeml y pe;sonal attack.
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
NEWCASTLE COAL SUPPLIES.
Mr. DOWNWARD movedThat there be laid before this House a return
showingI. The number of tons of Newcastle coal supplied to the Victorian Railways for each of the
three periods of six months during the currency
of the present contract.
.
2. The pits from which each quantlty was supplied, and the prices paid for each quantity.

The motion was agre.ed to.
RICHARDSON VALLEY RAILWAY
CONNEXION.
1\1r. BENT rose to moveThat the question of connecting the Richardson
Valley by means of a railway with the existing
railway system, and of 103:ding the land .enhanced
in value by the constructlon of the raIlway, be
referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways for inquiry and report.

Mr. WATT.-I do not know 'whether the
Premier, in view of the fact that the adjournment of the House is to be moved, intends to submit this as merely a formal
motion. Surely, the honorable gentleman
will remember the remarks which were made
in reference to a similar motion the other
night. I think that the discussion the other
night showed that it was the feeling of a
large number of honorable members that a
full explanation should be given before 'a
motion of this kind was proceeded with.
Mr. BENT.-I won't go on with it to-day.

Depa1'lrnent.
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LOADING LANDS IN THE BEECH
FOREST.
Mr. BENT movedThat there be laid before this House a copy of
the report from the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways on the question of "loading"
lands in the Beech Forest district to assist in defraying the cost of extending the Beech Forest
railway to 'Vattle Hill, and of making roads to
that extension, as well as snagging the Gellibrand
River.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. BENT presented the report of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways, in compliance with the foregoing
order.
FORREST TO BARRAMUNGA
RAILWAY EXTENSION.
IVlr. BENT movedThat there be laid before this House a copy of
the report from the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways on the question of the extension of the Forrest broad-gauge railway to Barramunga.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. BENT presented the report of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways, in compliance "'ith the foregoing
order.
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
TREATMENT OF EMPLOYES.
1\1r. HANNAH said that he desired to
move the adjournment of the House, for
the purpose of drawing attention to the
treatment of a section of the railway employes by the· Railways Commissioners.
Twelve members having risen in their
places (as required by the standing order)
to support the motion,
Mr. HANN AH said that he had done
this because the treatment that had been
meted out to a very.large section of the railway employes by the Railways Commissioners demanded the serious attention of
this House.
He thought that honorable
·members would agree that he and the other
honorable member representing the Railways
Service had not taken up more time than had
been absolutely necessary in connexion with
railway matters. They had endeavoured, as
far as they could, to get certain grievances
redressed by those to whom the conduct of
the railways had been intrusted. The particular case that he desired to call atention
to now was this: About ISO men, or more,
who wer.e originally in the permanent way,
and who were able to q'ualify themselves for
higher positions in the service did so
qua1ify themselves, and they entered the
locomotive branch. In the lower grade they
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had been receiving 6s. ·6d. per day.
They
were mostly married men, who were distributed throughout the length and breadth
of the State. As a result, to some extent, of
the late railway strike, these men were put
back into the permanent way, and some of
them, particularly those to whose cases he
would more specially refer, had been working upon Angliss' siding. He had in his
hand a requisition to himself and his colleague from some thirty-five of these men, in
which it was statedWe, the undersigned, beg most respectfully to
state that we have been paid at the rate of 6s.
per day for work at Footscray in conn ex ion with
Angliss' siding, and we ask you to assist us in
obtaining the minimum rate of 7s. per day, which
was promised by the Premier in connexion with
this work. Hoping you will consider our application favorably-

These men had to work alongside of casuals
who were getting from 7s. to 7s. 6d. per
day. The.y were origina]ly in receipt of 6s.
6d. per day, and they had to keep their
families in other parts of the State. They,
therefore, had to maintain two homes, and
they also had to comply with the conditions
which the Railways Commissioners imposed
on them, of paying a ce.rtain amount a year
in insurance money. They were now subject to loss of time through wet weather.
He had tried to average their earnings, and the figures came out at
not more than about 30S. per week.
The House must see that that sort of thing
should not be tolerated a moment longer
than was necessary.
The Railways Com·
missioners were requested, and favorably
considered Ihe request, and made a promise
to receive from the various combined societies of railway employes a deputation to
deal with this particular matter.
Weeks
had elapsed, and no deputation had yet
been received.
If the Commissioners who
had charge of the Railways would only endeavour to meet the reoresentatives of the
various sections of the'" railway employes,
many of these difficulties could be overcome.
The Premier made a certain promise when
introducing the '\Velshpool Tramway Bill in
this House some weeks ago.
He did not
believe that the honorabTe gentleman would
desire, for one moment, to depart from that
promise.
He W:1S sure that the Premier
was desirous of endeavouring to carry out
his promise, and he trusted that, as a result of this matter being brought before the
House to-day, the honorable gentleman
would see that the Railwavs Commissioners
were not allowed to rirIe r~ugh-shod over a
very large section or the community, who
were suffering now because they felt that
Mr. Hannah.
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certain things had taken place in the past,
and they were now endeavouring, through
their representatives in Parliament, to have
these grievances adjusted as quickly as possibk.
The men that he referred to had
been promised :bat ~hey woule! receive the
full amount of wages for the construction,
not only of Angliss' siding, but also the
loop-line from Northcote to the Collingwood
The honorable member for Stawell
line.
withdrew an amendment that he was going
to move on the Welshpool Tramway Bill,
on the distinct understanding that the Premier was going to carry out these works by.
day work, and that 7s. a day would be
the minimum pay.
Honorable members
knew that that promise was made in the
House, and the whole House accepted it in
But what was the result? He
good faith.
had been to the work on that loop line this
morning, and some hundred men there were
Honorable
receiving only 6s. 6d. per day.
members must see that this was a matter
that affected, not only the honour of this
House, but the honour of the Government
of the day, and particularly the honour of
the Premier, who made the promise he had
referred to.
He would give an illustration'
of the hardship that these men had to endure, in more ways than one.
A man
from Ballarat had to support five of a
family in Ballarat, and to pay board and
lodging here also. Besides that he was
subject to the conditions imposcd upon him
here, by which he suffered loss of time in
wet weather to the extent of nearly one day
Honorable members
during the we~k.
must see that the wage in such a case was
not sufficient for a man to keep two homes
The men
on, and to live decently on.
generally throughout the- cour.try had been
subjected, by the present Railways Corn··
missioners, to conditions that did not reflect
credit upon this House for giving to the
Commissioners sllch powers as they had,
and, by the Bill that was to be introduced, it
was proposed to increase those powers. He
would ask country members particularly,'
and, in fact, all those members who knew
something about the conditions the present
Commissioners were imposing in more ways
than one, at least to lend a sympathetic
ear to the complaints of these men who had
a right to those conditions which, when
they entered the service, they agreed to
He would point out also the infulfil.
dignity imposed upon the men 'who had to
work in the Newport Workshops, and upon
these other works, for 6s. a day, alongside
of men who were getting 7S.
They were
told that they were nothing better than
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scabs," and anything but honorable men,
to submit thus to the conditions that were
being imposed upon them, because, by doing
so, they were tending to bring down the
standard of wages that other men were receiving.
Therefore honorable members
must see that this state of affairs was something that they cou~d not, and should not,
tolerate for one day' longer than was possible.
He could say a good deal with regard to the unjust treatment that had been
meted out to the men by the present Commissioners during the last twelve months,
but he was hoping that at least the Com·
missioners would speedily receive the depuI ation he had spoken of, and would alleviate the present conditions somewhat. The
point, however that he wanted to make to·
da y, was that these men had been, and were
to-day, engaged upon works for this State,
as regarded which a promise was given
bv the Premier that the full monev would
b~ paid.
He was, therefore, going to ask
honorable members to support his contention
that it was practically robbery on the part
of the authorities of the dav to steal a certain amount of their wages· from men who
onlv had their labour to sell, and who were
employed at the r:1te of only 6s. 6d. or 7s. a
day, when they should have the full amount
to which they were entitled.
He did not
think that this Honse believed in the policy
of taking from the men who did the world's
work, the men who did the hard and labori,
ous work, while other men who were in the
posi60n occupied by many of the officers in
connexion with the various Departments.
and who did not do as much or as useful
work, were drawing their £300 up to their
£3,500 a year. He was here to urge r~
spectfully the claims of the men. He dId
not wish for one moment to )av the blame
upon the Premier, because he believed that
the honorable gentleman was to a very large
extent in sympathy with the demand that
these men who were doing this work should
receive what the honorable gentleman himself believed was a just thing. He trusted,
therefore, that honorable members would
take this· matter into consideration, and that
the Government would not allow Mr.
Tait or any other Commissioner who
had come from abroad, to endeavour to impose upon Victorians foreign
conditions that were regarded in Australia
as unfair and unjust. Victorians knew, and
had known, something better with regard to
the conduct of great undertakings such as
the railways of the State, and the Commissioners could not for one moment be allowed
to come he.re and make or attempt to make
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the railways pay, by taking it out of the
flesh and blood of the large number of men
who had to pay taxation in this State, and
who were doing, and had done in all cases,
what was considered a fair tIling in return
for the paltry amounts they received. He
hoped that the discussion which he trusted
would eventuate would at least cause the
Premier, as the head of the Government, to
se.e that justice was speedil y done to these
men, and that the pay of which they had
been robbed during the last' few weeks was
made up to them. He said to honorable
members, as one man to others, that it was
undoubtedly robbery of the very worst
character to steal a certain amount from
these men, and to enforce upon them the
condirions that the Commissioners were imposing at the present time.
1\1r. McGREGOR remarked that honorable members had. had On the floor of the
House the Premier's promise that these men
would .receive 7s. a day. If the Premie,r
was unable to carry out his promise, he
should, for his own honour's sake, have come
down and let this House understand the relationship existing between himself and the
Commissioners.
Honorable members refrained from discussing the question, when
it was before the House, because they accepted the Premier's promise that these men
would receive 7S. per day.
~1r. BENT.-What promise did I make?
Mr. McGREGOR said the Premier made
a promise that the men on this work would
receive 7s. a day.
Mr. BENT.-I did not promise anything
of the kind. I distinctly said the We.lshpool work. I did not mention this work at
all. What do you say to that?
Mr. McGREGOR said he accepted the
Premier's denial, and admitted that he had
been in error. If he wanted to refer to another matte.r, he could state that he had had
the Premier's promise before in regard to a
certain matter, and there had been ample
time for the honorable gentleman to carry
that promise into effect, if he was able to do
so. It was with reference to the Imen whom
the honorable gentleman promised to appoint
from Ballarat some two months ago. That
promise, at any rate, had not been carried
out, and he thought probably the Premier
was in the same position in relation to this
work as he was in regard to the men that he
promised to employ from Ballarat, and that
was that he was unable. to do it on account
of the Commissioners having fun power to
thwart any promise that he might make.
'However, if the Premier did not make the
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promise, and honorable members were to be,lieve what they heard so frequently in this
House about the honorable gentleman, that
he was sympathetic with the men, and
thought that 6s. 6d. per day was little
enough for a man to obtain for his employment, and to keep up two homes on, as
some of the men had to do--that,
in fact, 7s. a day was the Premier's minimum-whatever the case was,
let honorable members thoroughly under··
stand what they were going to have, so
that the men might not be in any false position. He had understood the Premier fre(}uently to say on the floor of this House
that he had ve.ry great sympathy with the
men, and that he was desirous that they
should have this minimum wage. If the
Premier could not carry out what he desired,
he had better come down to this House and
let honorable members kl)oW the exact position. If the Commissioners were going to
rule and direct and control the men as they
thought proper, what was the use of honornble members bringing any matter before the
House, or havin,g any promise whatever
from the Premier? He still believed that
the honorable gentleman was sympathetic,
and he still hoped that he would see what
could be done to carry out his desire. If,
then the honorable gentleman still failed,
and 'there was no method by which it could
be done under the present law, then he had
better take power to himself, so that the
House might understand exactly where it
stood.
Mr. BENT observed that with regard to
the promise that he made to the honorahle member for Ballarat East, he was prevented from carrying it out, because he was
told that everything must go through the
Government Labour Bureau.
Mr. McGREGOR.-I do not care where it
goes through, so long as you keep the promise.
Mr. BENT asked' what would be said
in the House if he took it upon
himself to send a lot of men to these
works? Honorable members heard it said
here the other night that men must go
through the bureau. In the case of the new
work that was being done down to~ar~s
Brighton, although a number of men III hIS
own electorate were out of employment, he
had not put them on, because he had loyally
stuck to the system of the bureau. Now, he
would take the proposition that the honor- '
able member for the Railways Service (Mr.
Hannah) haa put forward. Might he say
that it was just as well, perhaps, for honorable members to attack him? Never mind
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the Chief Commissioner of Railways, who
could not speak in this House. Honorable
members had appointed that officer, and had
given him the railways to manage. Of course
the Commissioner was responsible, but what
was the use of attacking the Commissioner
and saying all this sort of thing about him?
Honorable members would have a Bull
before them in a few days, and if they
wanted to take the political power they
could do it, but at present the law had
given the control of the railways' to the
Commissioners. He would show the House
the value of the statements that the honorable member who had brought forward
this matter had made regarding petitions
signed by these men. They were onl y in
keeping with a lot of other things that
these men did. What the honorable member had said regarding these men was not
true.
He did not say that the hon.
orable member had said what was not true,
but the statements that had been made to
the honorable member by the men were
He. had the facts with him.
not true.
The honorable member was good enough
at I o'clock to-day to tell him that he intended to move the adjournment of the
House, and therefore he sent down to the
Commissioners for the facts.
He had
spoken to the Chief Commissioner himself
when he had been out at Angliss' siding.
He (Mr. Bent) started that work before
it was thoroughly ready, because he was
anxious that these men should obtain work.
This was the result of the inquiries he had
made of the Chief Commissioner. There
were 20 quarrymen there who were getting
7S. 6d. per day. There was no skill, no
expert work, about that. It was just
spalling.
Mr. ELMsLIE.-Is it?
Mr. BENT said he knew what the work
was. Would the honorable member say that
it was fine axe work?
Mr. ELMsLIE.-Oh, no.
Mr. BENT said the men were, nevertheless, getting 7S. 6d. a day.
Was not
that enough? Was not that fair? Then
there were 64 men who were getting 7s. a
day. These were ordinary men.
Mr. WARDE.-·What date w.as that?
Mr. BENT said the statement from
which he was quoting came to him an hour
ago. That accounted for 84 men. Then
there were ten casuals, who were getting
6s. 6d. a day. Of course he could not heln
it if they had to keep two homes.
It
seemed, however, that some of the Ballarat
men, at any rate, had got down here.

Railway

[6 OCT., 1904.]

Mr. McGREGOR.-Permanent-way men.
Mr. BENT said he was asked by a member of this House to send men to the country, but he promised the honorable member
for Allandale that he would not do so, and
There was plenty
he declined to do so.
of work in the country under the Surplus
Revenue Act.
In fact, there ought to be
wor k for everyone of the men in the
country.
Mr. MCGREGOR.-You will have the millennium after that.
Mr. BENT.-Of course. In _fact, the
Government would bring in a Bill for the
millennium. Now came the last lot that the
honorable member for the Railways Service
(Mr. Hannah) talked about.
He thought
the honorable member said that 35
men had signed the petition. There were
46 of the lITlen who were permanent
labourers, being engine-cleaners temporaril y transferred from the rolling-stock
branch, owing to slackness of work, without alteration in their pay of 6s. per
day.
Mr. HANNAH. - How much were they
getting when they entered the loco. branch?
Mr. BENT said he did not ask that
question.
Mr. HANNAH.-They were getting 6s. 6d.
Mr. BENT asked if the honorable member said that the Government were bound
to keep these men on whether they wanted
them or not?
Mr. HANNAH.-I do not say so.
Mr. BENT said he would then show
The statement of the
what was done.
Commissioners was as follows : -

Department.
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Mr. BENT said he knew it was no use
for him to say anything.
The memorandum from the Commissjoners saidThese 46 men are permanent cleaners at 6s. a
day, and it was understood that they preferred
this work at a cleaner's pay in preference to being
discharged altogether. The Commissioners would
gladly have given them leave of absence without
pay, but thought the present arrangement was
better. They will be drafted back to their old
positions as the traffic improves.

The promise which he made in connexiun
with the motion of the honorable member
for Stawell was that, so far as the Welshpool tramway was concerned, he would pay
7S. a day.
Mr. HANNAH.-What about Elwood?
Mr. BENT said that that work was pro"
gressing very well. He made it his especial
care to go that way every morning, and he
could tell the honorable member that there
were 200 men at 'work there.
Mr. HANNAH.-How"much are they getting?
Mr. BENT;-Surely the honorable member did not want to know the secrets of the
Department? Some of them were getting
He thought he had shown that the
7s.
Commissioners had been very considerate to
these cleaners, because, instead of puttjng
them off, they had put them temporarily on
to other work, for which they were getting
6s. a day.
Mr. HANNAH.-You have not disproved
my statement that thesf::; men are only reo
ceiving 6s.
Mr. BENT said the men preferred taking the work at that wage rather than having leave of absence without pay.
In this
Owing to a reduction of mileage of train run- case, he thought the Commissioners had
ning there were more men in the loco. branch than shown great consideration, and unless . the
were required, and thereupon drivers were re-,
duced to firemen and firemen to cleaners. These honorable member had something better to
bring forward, his case was very poor in46 men are permanent cleaners-deed.
S'urel y it would not be said that those men
Mr. HANNAH.-We don't want bluff
were tip-top navvies? Speaking of " scabs," here j we want business.
did the honorable member mean to say that
Mr. BENT said that was business.
those 46 men would be pleased if other
Would
the honorable member prefer that
men, who knew littl~ or nothing about the
work, were paid the same wages as they re- these men were put off?
Mr. 'HANNAH.-No.
ceived?
Mr. BENT.-Very well, then, there
Mr. HANNAH.-You admitted to me that
they were a first-class lot of men.
were 140 of them for whom work was
Mr. BENT said that if the honorable found. The day after the Surplus Remember onl y knew how many people were venue Bill was passed, he made it his
constantly coming to him (Mr. Bent) and business to go to the Department and see
praying to God for some work to do, he that the men were given employment.
would not talk as he did, when employment
Mr. HANNAH.-If these men were not
was actually found for these cleaners.
employed in that work, you would have to
Mr. W ARDE.-That is no argumen~ t<?~ employ casuals, obtained through th~

feducin~

wages.

!=>~!~~':1~
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Mr. BENT said he never interfered with
the bureau, but he might say that the Government had put on over 700 men since the
Surplus Revenue Bill was passed, and instead of this everfasting carping, honorable
members opposite ought to help the Government in what they were aoing. The action
those honorable members were now taking
onl y caused disaffection amongst the men,
who did not thank them for it.
IHr. HANNAH.-Did you not tell me last
week that these men would get 6s. 6d.?
Mr. BENT.-So they will.
Mr. HANNAH.-No; only a few are getting that.
Mr. BENT said he had read out the
number of men employed at the different
rates of pay, and if those figures were not
correct, he would have to ask the CommisHe noticed
sioners for an explanation.
that the memorandum from the Department
was signed by Mr. Norman, Chief Engineer of Way and Works.
Mr. SOLLY stated that he desired to
support the motion, and to point out to the
Premier that, when the honorable member
for Stawell moved his resolution, it applied
The Premier
to all Government contracts.
then stated distinctly that he would pay 7s.
a day on all Government contracts, without
mentioning any particular one. When that
promise was given, and when the honorable
member for Stawell allowed the motion to
drop, the PreMier also stated that that honorable member could not take to himself the
credit of securing 7S. per day for the men.
Mr. BENT.-That was for Welshpool.
Mr. SOLLY said that, according to his
recollection, it referred to all Government
contracts. DUling that debate it was pointed
out that it could not be expecfed that old
or slow men could claim 7s. per day, but The
Premier made a distinct statement that he
would be prepared to pay 7S., providing
that the men were physically capable of
doing justice to the work. It appeared now,
however, that the cleaners from Newport
were getting only 6s. a day, whilst men employed on the same work, who were sent
from the bureau, were getting 7s.
Mr. BENT .-But you must remember that
the poor, unfortunate bureau men get, perhaps·, three days' work per week, whilst the
others are constantly employed.
Mr. SOLLY said that these men from
Newport were pa.rticularly qualified for the
work, because they were selected by the
Commissioners out of a large number of
men.
They were physically capable in
every way. Surely, in justice to these men,
th~ :rremief )vould see that they haq
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a right to claim the same amount
of wage as other men engaged in
the same work, providing they were creating the same amount of value.
Surely
the honorable gentleman would not go back
on his word, and allow the Commissioners to pay these men a lower rate of
wages than other t;nen were receiving. Not
only this, but he had heard that a number
of men who had been receiving 7s. a day
had been discharged in order to make way
for cleaners who received only 6s. That
was another injustice. He believed that
the House would see that justice was done.
If the Premier desired that a fight should
take place at once On this question, honorable members on the Opposition side were
prepared to fight and to divide the House
on the motion. If any honorable member
had any doubt as to the qualifications of
the men, lie would ask them to pay a visit
to the work themselves, and then they
would find that these men were physically
strong and capable, and quite equal in
every respect to the men who were put on
from the bureau. It was scarcely necessary
to occupy. the time of the House in discussing the matter. It was fully apparent
that gross injustice had been done to those
men who were in the Government employ,
as well as' to the men who had' been discharged in order to get cheap labour for
the Commissioners.
Then the Commissioners came along with their balance-sheet,
stating that they had a surplus for the last
It was a wonder
year of £500 odd.
that they had not a much greater surplus
if this was the w.ay in which they treated
the workmen in their employ.
Mr. BEARD expressed the opinion that
the Railways Commissioners were not entitled to bring forward' an argument to
the effect, practically, that these cleaners
were being retained in the service on the
principle of charity. He knew a number of
men who were working on that line, and
some of them were the ablest men at that
kind of work that he had known.
Thev
were thoroughly practical men, and me~
to whom any contractor in Melbourne would
be glad to pay 7S. a day.
Mr. BENT.-Those men are getting 7S.
Mr. BEARD said there were a large
number of them who were not getting 7s.
Mr. BENT. - Those are the permanent
men, who have nothing to do with the
bureau. If you like to withdraw that lot
of men from the work, I will go to the
bureau and get men at 7f$, a day~ if the
oth~r& lik~

tQ walk put.
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·Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fltzroy).-Is that
Mr. MURRAY observed that he would
the way you do business?
like to say two or three words on this quesMr. BENT.-Yes, that is the way I do tion, and to put it as it, appeared to him,
and as he thought the public would regard
business.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Giving it. The men referred to were in the r:ailindividual members of this House an op- way service, and employed as cleaners.
At
portunity of dismissing and putting on They had a permanent occupation.
least, it was permanent in one sense, bemen.
Mr. BEARD said he knew men who cause when their services were required
were working on this siding who, a few they took pre.cedence over all other men.
years ago, were employed on the Heidel- But it happened that a slack time arose,
berg line as ordinary navvies, and because when there was no occupation for these
they had worked for the Government before men at their own proper work. The men
then told the Commissioners that they
they were now paid' only 6s. a day.
would be glad and willing to get 6s. a
Mr. BENT.-These are not the men you day at another k.ind of work.
The course
speak of at all. The men you speak of adopted by the Commissioners appeared to
are getting 7s.
be .an absolutely fair one. Some of these
Mr. BEARD said he knew that one of men might be worth 7s., or even 7s. 6d., a
those men was only getting 6s.
He was day. He had no knowledge what the qualiclassed as a casual labourer because he had fications of the men were for the work they
worked for the Department before, al- were at present engaged upon, but he
though, as a matter of fact, he very seldom thought the offer made by the Premier was
No matter a very fair one. Let these men retire from
worked for the Department.
where the men came from, they could do the the job if they did not like it. Let them
work, and should receive a proper wage. register themselves for employment at the
The construction of this siding was being bureau in the S'ame manner as outsiClers had
carried out most expeditious'ly, and the to do, and then let them take their chance
men who were at work upon it were cer- with other men, who had just as good a
tainly worth 7S. a day. Last week they right to obtain employment on this work
lost a day through the weather, and they as they had.
In conwould lose a day this week.
Mr. HANNAH. - Let the Commissioners
nexion with the Welshpool Tramway Bill, retire, too.
the Premier had given the House an asMr. MURRAY said there was really no
surance that the men would get 7S. a day.
reason why these particular men should be
Mr. BENT.-That promise applied only to given a preference over other men outside.
Welshpool.
Mr. SOLLY.-They are not asking for a
Mr. BEARD said there was no reason preference, but only to be treated the same
why the same principle should not be ob- . as other men are treated on the same work.
served in connexion with thiS' particular
Mr. MURRAY said that no considerapiece of work.
If it was fair for the tion was given to those men outside who
Welshpool line it was fair for the other. were out of employment at present, and who
He considered it was a disgrace, not only had been waiting wearily, for months. perto Parliament, but to the people of this haps, to get work, while these aristocrats
State, that men should be employed by the of the labour market were allowed to come
Government right in the centre of Melbourne in and get the. work. There was no reason
at 6s. a day, when nearly all those men had why one working man should have a better
worked for contractors for years past at a chance than another man who deserved it
higher wage.
equall y well.
Mr. BENT.--Not one of the 6s. a dav
Mr. HANNAH.-We don't ask for that,
. and you know it.
men has worked for contractors.
Mr. MURRAY said that these men comMr. BEARD said he knew of one man
who had worked for years in a Northcote plained that 6s. a day was not enough.
brick clay-hole, and who was only getdng Well, the Premier now made a perfectly
6s. a day on this siding. It should be re- fair offer., namely, that they should decline
cognised that in a country like this 7s. to accept 6s. a day, retire from the Dea day was only a fair wage for a grafter partment, and register themselves at the
on navvy work, and he hoped the Premier bureau, and then take their chance of
would endeavour to secure that amount of getting work at 7S. a day if they could.
The object of some hoporable tnember~
wages for these men,
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seemed to be to give these men advantages
that they were not entitled to.
Their
labour might be worth more than 6s. a day,
but they had agreed to take 6s. rather than
take leave of absence without pay, and then
they got a preference over other men who, if
they had been employed, would have got
7S. He ventured to say, confidently, that
a poorer case on behalf of the working man
was never before presented to the House.
Mr. HANNAH.-We know what side you
are 'On now-the side of the fat man.
Mr. MURRAY said that honorable members opposite did not like it when the unfairness of their case was demonstrated.
Mr. LEVIEN said he had not heard
the whole of the debate, but he understood
the honorable member for the Railwavs Ser"Vice had been complaining of the treatment
of men in the service who were permitted
to do work outside their ordinary work.
That was to say, that the cleaners for whom
there was no employment at their legitimate work were put on to do other work.
He met two of these men the other day,
and they were highly delighted with the
Department for having given them this
work to do; they recognised that they
were being treated nobly and well, and
that they were able to earn honestly the
amount they received.
Mr. LElVIMoN.--How do you account for
the fact that they signed this petition?
Mr. LEVIEN slaid he did not care what
they signed.
Mr. PRENDERGAST observed that a
mistake was made in the first place in allowing these men to go out of the Railway Department at all. There cou1d be
no justification for putting these men on
to work at a shilling a day less than the
other men received. It would be possible
for the Department to get its work done
cheaper or lower than the ordinary market
rate by following that course. The Department might take on an extra number
of men for the purpose of meeting times
of stress, and whenever it was found necessary the extra men could be transferred
to other work to bring down the standard
(wage.
Mr. BENT.-You know that has not been
done.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Perhaps it had
not been done, but it was possible under
these circumstance~ to get tne worK (\)]1P
at a lower wage than the ordinary market
rate.
Mr. BENT.-If that were done yOlJ would
h,J"V~ re~sgn tQ 99m plain.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST said that the
Premier stated that 7S. a day would be
paid in connexion with all this work. That
was stated when the Surplus Revenue Bill
The honorable
was before the House.
member for Stawell movedAll contracts for any work, provision for which
is made in the schedule to this Bill, shall contain a clause enforcing the minimum wage, and
the minimum wage shall be enforced in carrying
out any of the said works by contract or other·
wise,

and the Premier saidHe had the papers in his hand to show that 7s.
was fixed before the honorable member for Stawell
said anything about the matter to-night at all.

To suggest that these men should be dismissed as had been done by the Minister
of Lands, with some heat, was altogether
beside the question. It was not fair to
import such a thing into the debate. Honorable members felt that it was right for
them to bring tbe case of these men before
the House, and to advocate the principle
that they were entitled to reasonable wages.
When he had appealed to the Premier
the honorable gentleman had readily conceded hiS! demands in a number of instances. He must say that to the honorable
gentleman's credit.
Mr. BENT.-I will have to draw in my
horns a bit.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he hoped
he had never made an unreasonable demand.
Mr. BENT.-I admit that, but this is not
reasonable.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that the
Premier had admitted privately that tnese
men were an exceptionally good clas1s of
men.
Mr. BENT.-I did not. I say that the
men who are getting the wage are a good
class, but not the cleaners. You can't call
a cleaner a good navvy.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he could
The
see no analogy in that argument.
same argument was used last night bv the
hQI10rary :Minister (Mr. Mackey) when he
said that because a man was a certain
thing he could not do anything else. It
was unreasonable to say that because a
man was a cleaner he could not do good
work as a navvy.
Mr. BENT.-These men are not navvies.
Mr. HANNAH.-They have been.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that a great
number of them had been navvies, and had
been transferred from the permanent-way
branch.
'
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Mr. BENT.-No j they are loco. cleaners.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-No. The DeMr. PRENDERGAST said they were partment proposed to take 60 youths in, and
transferred from the
permanent - way to give them privileges that were not to be
branch.
granted to any other youths now in the serMr. BENT.-No.
vice.
These 60 apprentices were to be
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he hoped brought in specially, and they must necestbe Premier was not contradicting him sarily be the sons of well-to-do parents.
without knowing the facts.
A great numMr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).ber of these men were transferred from the Have they not to pass an examination?
permanent-way branch to the loco. branch.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Yes.
As the honorable member for the Railways
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-Is
Service pointed out, these men were put- that not the case also with anv other youth
..
ting up load after load and shifting yard in the service?
by yard with the other men alongside them.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that the 60
There should not be two classes of wages were to be brought in under a special expaid, for it did not suit the good men, be· amination. He did not wish to debar the
cause there was always the danger that they advance of intelligence in the service, but
would be cut down to the lower wage, and he wished to see it carried out in a demoit did not suit the lower paid men, because cratic way. These youths were to receive a
6s. was too small a wage.
It certainly low wage, and only the sons of fairly
led to the work being done at less than well-to-do parents could exist on that
the schedule rate.
wage. He saw sitting before h~m on the
Mr. BENT.-Do you mean to say that Government benches one or two men who had
these men should go out?
worked hard, and had gone through the
They saved up what little
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he did not Universitv.
say so, and he did not think the honor- money they could to pay their University
able gentleman was acting fairly in mak- fees. They had had, metaphorically speaking such a suggestion. He did not think ing, to read while running, and got their
tbe honorable gentleman intended to do education with ve.ry great expenditure of
anything of the kind.
He hoped the labour and time.
He appealed to those
Premier would consider the position of th€se honorable members to assert that there must
men, for they could do the work as well be no special class within the Railway Deas the men working alongside them, and partment. They were to be the gilt of the
they asked to be paid the same rate of service, and would hold all the best posiwages. I t was unreasonable to rduse the tions in the future.
Mr. BOWsER.-Are not these positions
request, as only a small amount of money
was involved. It was proposed to take 60 open to all the youths of the State?
apprentices into the Railway Department.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Yes, outside the
He had no objection to the department pro- peparument.
viding the best education possible for youths
Mr. BOWSER.-Where, then, is the special
in the service, and he had no objection to privilege?
the Department trying to get the best class
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that these
of youths into the service, but he objected youths would get all the best positions in
to the creation of a caste or a class in the the selvice in time to come. That was the
service. The 60 youths that were to be statement that members heard when they
introduced into the service must be the sons visited the N ~wport workshops.
Every
mostly of people who could have afforde.d one of these 60, like Napoleon's soldiers,
to send them to school until they were six- would have a marshal's baton in his knapteen years of age. It was proposed to pro- sack.
vide a sufficient nUI??er <?f these you.ths ~o
Mr. BOWSER.-Every youth has the same
take up every pOSItIon m the serVIce 111 . opportunitv in the first place.
fu~u.re. It would be w.ise to g~ve special
Mr. PRENDERGAST said they had not.
P!IVIleges to ~ny yo~th 111 the .raIlways se~- The boy who went into the service with a
VIce, who deSIred to Improve hImself, but It somewhat inferior education but an imwas not wise to bring in a special class to mense amount of brain would have no
fil.l the important position? It wou.ld be chance of progressing, because he had not
WIse to afford every ~outh m the ~ervice a,n an opportunity of attending school until he
opportumty of att~ndmg the W C? rkm1S Men s was sixteen years of age.
Mr. MURRAy.-Do you want an e.xaminaCollege and of gomg to the Umverslty.
1\1r. BENT.-That is what we are doing.
tion after they get into the service?
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Mr. PRENDERGAST.-No.
He did
UNIVERSITY BILL.
!lut want any special class to have any adMl'. MACKE Y presented a message
\'antage.
from His Excellency the Governor recomMr. MURRAY.-Don't you want some kind mending that an appropriation be made
I f
examination?
from the consolidated revenue for the purMr. PRENDERGAST said an examina- pose,s of a Bill to further amend the Jaw
1ion might be necessary on going into the relating to the University of Melbourne.
serv:i~e,.
Would it not be possible to get
The House having gone into Committee
better men for the blacksmith's shops from to consider the message,
amongst those who served their time to the
Mr. l\,[ACKEY moved.business? Some of the best men were those
That
it is expedient that an appropriation be
who had stood closest to their own business.
made from the Consolidated Revenue for the purThe honorable member for St. Kilda knew poses of a Bill to further amend the law relating
that men of this c~ass were the most capable. to the University of Melbourne.
If the boys in the railway service were
The motion was agreed to, and the resogiven an opportunity of going to the Worklut~on was reported: to 'the House, and
ing Men's College they should have as much
adopted.
right to occupy any position as the special
Auth,)flty being given to Mr. Macke"
class to be brought into the se.rvice on the
19th of this month. These 60 youths would and Mr. Bent to introduce a Bill to carry
be apprenticed in Melbourne} and would out the resolution,
NIr. MACKEY brought up a Bill "to
have special facilities that would not be
further
amend the law relating to the Unigiven to youths already in the service. He
hoped the Premier would give attention to versity of Melbourne," and moved that it be
this matter, seeing that this was a democratic read' a first time.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
community.
Mr. McCUTCHEON stated that he was read a first time.
quite agreed with many of the remarks
made by the leader of the Opposition in reGUNBO\VER ISLAND LAND
gard to the progress of men in trades. He
RESERVE REVOCATION BILL.
failed'to undeIstand, without some explanaThe Hous6 went into Committee for the
tion from the Commissioners, why those
within the Department were not to be al- further consideration of this Bill.
lowed to compete for these positions. Some
The Bill, having been gone through, was
reasonable time should be given to these reported without amendment, and the report
youths to prepare themselves for examina- was adopted.
Mr. MURRAY moved 1-he third reading
tions, so that they would not be excluded
from these positions.
Some men in the of the Bill. He said there was some optrades had risen to the very highest posi- position shown to the measure last night,
tions, although they commenced low down. more on account of lack of information, he
'He failed to understalfd why those already believed, because he felt sure that if the
in the service should be prevented from real facts were stated the House would
This matter
competing in the way _the leader of readily agree to the measu~e.
the Opposition had described. He had not, was first brought under the notice of Mr.
of course, heard the Railways Commis- Duggan when he was Minister of Lands
sioners' side of the question.
by the holders of land alongside the GunMr. BENT.-If you heard the Comm'is- bower forest area.
After inquiries, Mr.
sioners' side of the case you would find it Duggan found those men's representations
quite different.
were correct, and that the men were enMr. McCUTCHEON said h~ ha~l only titled to consideration.
Along the margin
heard an ex parte statement, whIch, If cor- of the forest a number of men held small
rect, showed a wrong practice.
If that. areas, which were insufficient to support
statement was not corrtct, of course it fell them and their families.
Many of those
to the ground. The Minister of Railways men worked for a living on the Murray.
might state the exact conditions, under Mr. Duggan promised tha.t between 5,000
which those 60 youths were bemg re- and 6,000 acres should be excised from the
cruited.
fore,st, and made available for selection.
Mr. BENT.-I will tell you all about it Mr. Duggan intended to prepare a Bill and
at the right time.
submit it to Parliament, so he declined to
The motion for the adjournment of the excise the land or give the men any right
House was then put, and negatived.
of occupation without the authority of Par-
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liament. When the matter was brought
under the notice of Mr. T\IcKenzie, a subsequent Minister of Lands, by a deputation,
that gentleman adopted the same course.
His (Mr. ?\lurrayis) predeci~ssor in the office
of Minister of Lands, Mr. Taverner, was
s'omewhat more Napoleonic in his methocls,
and decided to give these men occupation
in anticipation of Parliament ratifying his
action. Mr. Taverner excised a portion, in
some cases a very narrow strip, along the
margin of the Gunbower forest, subdIvided the land, and a board considered
Land was althe various applications.
lotted to 54 men.
Mr. LEvIEN.-Did the applications go
before a Land Board?
Mr. MURRAY said that all the aBplications' were considered by a Land Board.
The fear in the minds of honorable members last night was that men who already
held large areas of land had obtained some
of this land.
Mr. LEVIEN.-That was not my fear.
Mr. MURRAY said that he was aware
that it was not. As a matter of fact, the
largest land-holder who got any of this
land only held 200 acres, and he was allotted 51 acres. Three of the land-holders
held 100 acreS', and one of them received
53 acres, another 44 acres, and another 92
acres. One land-holder had only 5 acres,
and he received 100 acres. They were all
very small land-holders. He would lay
on the table a plan, which showed in blue
the land taken out of the State forest,
while in pink it showed the areas allotted.
At a single glance honorable members would
Prior to this
see how the matter stood.
land being dealt with by Mr. Taverner a
report was obtained from Mr. Sampson,' an
of
the
Lands
DepartIl1ent,
officer
and Mr. Parry, an officer of the
Forest Department.
Those officers determined
,,"hat
land
it
would
be
desirable to take out of the forest area.
There was no timber of any value on the
It bad never grown any good timland.
ber, and was not likely to do so, so there
were no objections on the part of the Forest
Department to the alienation of this land.
The only regret Mr. Sampson expressed
was that they could not take more out of
the forest, because they felt it would be
better for those small land-holders if their
holdings were increased- "to a larger extent
than they could be increased out of the
piece of land taken from the forest. Onlv
a very small strip had been taken out of
the forest.
It was twenty-two miles long,
but it only comprised 5,200 acres.
Session Igo4.-{73]
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Sir ALEXANDER PEACocK.-Can the Minister tell us when this was done by the late
:Minister of Lands?
Mr. MURRAY said he thought they
went on the land before the beginning of
1903, something over eighteen months ago.
The land was given to tne men under thE'
187th section of the Land Act, with a promise that they shouid have the right to
select the land.
They agreed to pay IS.
an acre per annum, taking the value at £1
per acre.
However, in this Bill, the Government reserved the right to further load
the land if it was capable of standing it.
l\Ir. HANNAH.-Did the public know the
land was going to be thrown open?
Mr . MURRAY saidtne land was taken
up under the 187th section.
By no stretch
of the imagination, could any of these men
be called large land-holaers.
Mr. KEAsT.-And it is very poor land.
Mr. MURRAY said that on the 28th of
January, 19°3, the Parliamentary Draftsman was instructed to prepare a Bill. That
Bill was prepared, but it was never brought
before Parliament by his (11r. Murray's)
predecessor.
But there were records of
the promises th-e lite Minister of Lands
made that these men "would have the right
to select the land-.
Thev had fenced the
land.
To some extent they had been interfered with by officers of the Forest Department when' getting the necessary timber, but there was a definite promise made
to "them by the Minister, an inspection of
the I and . by officers of the Lands ann
Forest Departments, the Forest Department made no objection to this lana being
taken out of the forest, and it would be of
benefit to these men who occupied very
limited holdings.
The land in the locality
was not of a very high quality,
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said
that no one objected to the passage of the
me"asure, but he was glad that the discussion last night took the turn it did, and that
the Premier made a clear and definite statement of his own views in regard to this
matter.
It would be remembered that
when they were dealing with public business last session, he, at the request of certain honorable members, pressed the Minister of Lands to stop what he was doing.
"Mr. MURRAY.-This was done long be
fore that.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said hr.
was aware of that.
This was just an instance of what had been done.
The late
Minister of Lands was cutt.ing up land in
proximity to mining towns-large areas of
land that really be longed to the people, and
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more damage had been done in that respect .•,by the Department at £3 an acre,
by the late Minister of Lands than by all but adjoining land which had been cleared
the Mlrilsters who preceded him. ' If it and improved could be obtained at
had not been for the distinct and definite the same price.
That valuation was
promise that was made by the late Premier clearly unfair. He hoped that the classi(Mr. 'Irvine) that that course of procedure fication under this Bill would be a proper
would cease, the few acres preserved to the one, made by officers who visited the land
public in different parts of the State would and ascertained its exact value.
probably have been .lost.
Numbers of perMr. McGREGOR said he desired to
sons were led to believe that they would be enter his protest against the revocation of
settled on areas that were unfit for th~ pur- any reservations of the lands of the State.
pose of ~ettlement, and they would In:e .to Promises l:ad been made by successive Minregret bemg placed there by the late Mm.ls- isters, giving settlers a kind of title to such
~er of ~an~s.
~e ,~as very gl.ad the]\~m- land, and he was glad that had been put a
lster had gIVen the House the mformatlon, stop to. The present Minister of Lands
but wh'at struck him as most peculiar was was opposed to the revocation of any of
that after the late Minister's predecessors the existing re!!erves. A proposal was made
had refused to deal with this matter, which some time ag\l to cut up a very big rewas not urgent, the late Minister did not wait serve called the Ballarat Common for the
until it was dealt wi~h by Parliamen~, but purpose of working men's homes, but it
took .upon himsel~, wltho~t the authOrIty of would cost a working man more to get to
ParlIament, to cut up land for settlement- and from his work if he lived there than
a most dangerous principle.
He was gla"? it would cost him in rent in the vicinity of
the present Minister had definitely stopped his employment, and the land was so poor
throwing any forest areas open for selection, that it would not keep a rabbit. He hoped
pending the passage of a Forest Bill, and that in future none of the land perwas carrying out the promise made by the manently reserved would be settled merely
Department in its entirety.
bv the authoritv of the Minister for the
1\1r. CULLEN said he was very pleased t(me being, and if anything of .the kind
that the statement he had made last night (lId happen he trust.ed that . t~IS ~ouse
with rerrard to the areas held by the differ- would refuse to sanctIOn the MInIster s act.
Mr. ANSTEY stated that, like the honent land-holders on Gunbower Island had
been borne out by the returns furnished by orable member f~r Gun~wer., he was very
the Minister, showing that no man held pleased that the InfOrm~tIOn that honorable
more than 200 acres.
Clause 4 dealt with member gave .last eve~l1ng wa~ borne out
the classification of land before and after to-day by the mformatIOn furmshed by the
selection. He would like to know from the Minister of Lands. But this Chamber did
Minister how that classification was to be not expect to get the information it recarried out. He believed there was a classi- quired in dealing with a Bill from a profication board, consisting of the Surveyor- vate mem?er, but from a ]\'~i~i.ster of the
General, the District Surveyor, and-Crown, WIth all the responsIbIlIty that at.
.
tached to a Ministerial statement. He
J\1r: MU!RAy.-No; . th~t IS a ~l.fferent (Mr. Anstey) was quite satisfied with the
bo~rd altooether.. . ThlS IS a boaId ap- :Minister's statement.
Wl:at honorable
pomted by the MInlstry.
•
members were ,;anxious to ascertain la.st
J\1r. C"CLLEN said that what he objected night was whether the men who held large
to 'was tbat in some parts of his district areas of land were going. to be allowed to
land had been classified by an officer, who, select blocks of land excised from the forhe felt certain, had not visited the land. est reserve. The official return showed that
The classification had been made in the in several cases the members of a familv
Lands Department by the District Surveyor, held nearly 400 acres amongst them. it
or some other officer. The officer who made had !been asserted that this land was verv
the classification ought to visit the land, poor, but if it was so poor as to be unfit
and see for himself what was its to be applied to agricultural purposes to
true value.
Instead of doing that enable the holder to get a living, wl:y alienthe officer who classified the land ate it? It wa, an act of folly to alienate
did so on the strength of a report, with- land that was utterly inadequate to enable a
out visiting the land. The present system man to make a living on it. Certain terof valuation adopted by the Lands De- ritory which was permanently reserved had
partment was a wrong one.
In his been practically alienated without the
district a block of land was valued authority of Parliament, and honorable
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Mr. MURRAY said that there was provision under the Health Act for the steaming of bones and bone manure" and this was
not the proper place to introduce such a
provision as the honorable member desired.
He did not see how it could come under
the administration of the Department which
would administer this measure. This Bill
was simpl y to protect the purchaser by insuring that he would get what he paid for.
What the honorable member desired might
be done in another Bill. He (Mr. Murray)
did not even know that the cases of disease
had been caused by the bone dust. He did
not think. there was very much danger of
Victorian Lones producing anthrax, because
he believed that anthrax was stamped out in
Victori:l. It might be a good thing that
there should be the fear of anthrax through
the use of imported bones.
The people
would then be more likely to buy the good
healthy hone that was produced in this
country.
ARTIFICIAL MANURE BILL.
The clause was agreed to.
The House went into Committee for the
On clause 33, which was as follows : consideration of this Bill.
"\Vhere an offence for which a manufa~turer,
On clause 3, "Interpretation,"
importer, or vendor of or dealer in manUIe, i~
Mr. ROBERTSON stated that he did liable under this Act to a penalty, has in fact
not see any provision in this Bill to protect been committed by some agent, servant, workthe users of manure from the spread of man, or other person, such agent, servant, workanthrax, and other contagious diseases. man, or other person shall be liable to the like
penalty as if it were the manufacturer, importer,
There ,,,as a provision in the law in regard vendor,
or dealer, as the case may be,
to imported manures requiring that all
Mr.
GRAY
said he would like the Minbone meal and bone dust should be steamed
to a pressure of 30 lbs. to the square inch. ister to state whether the onus of laying 3He thought there should be some similar charge against the vendor of manures and
provision in regard to bone meals and the onus of proof lay with the farmer himmanures manufactured IOca.lly.
Areas in self, or whether the police would prosecute
Victoria were from time to time affected by on the information of the farmer. If the
anthrax, and it was very necessary that this purchaser of manure was to be involved in
disease should not be spread by means of a costly law suit, the advantages of this
fhe bone meal and bone dust. There was Bill would be nullified.
sufficient protection in regard to imported
Mr. LEVIEN.-That is exactly what this
manure, but not in regard to the bone dust Bill cures.
and bone meal manufactured locally. In
Mr. GRAY said that he would like to
1902, owing to the importation of bone
meal, there were eight cases of anthrax in know whether the farmer had to lay the inthe neighbourhood of Geelong and the Wes- formation before the police.
Mr. MURRAY remarked that the sample
tern District. In July, 1903, there were three
cases at Bendigo.
In December, I903, of the manure must be sent to the analyst,
there was one case at Warrnambool, and in and it would then be analyzed. If the
August, 1904, there was one case in the analysis was not according to the certificate
. Bairnsdale district. He understood from then the ,'endor would become liable to profhe Stock Branch that the whole of these secution.
Mr. GRAY.-By whom?
outbreaks were owing to the importation of
Mr. M URRAY said that if the farmer
infected bone meal. He would like the
had taken action, the farmer perhaps would
~1inister to insert a provision in this Bill
that the bones used in the manufacture of prosecute j but the real power of prosebone dust should be steamed to the same cution lay in the hands of the Agricultural
pressure as was compulsory, under the Chemist.
The clause was agreed to.
Health Act, in regard to foreign bone meal.
members were now asked to ratify the illegal action of the late Minister of Lands
in respect of the Gunbower Forest. Where
was this going to stop?
:Mr. BENT.-Here, I hope.
Mr. ~luRRAY.-This is the last case.
Mr. 'ANSTEY said he was told this
afternoon that there were other reserves
where men had been settled by the late
:Minister of Lands (Mr. Taverner). That
gentleman had fold men who met him in
the street to go and settle on those reserveS,
and he would ask Parliament to indorse
his action aftenvards. He (Mr. Anstey)
felt it his duty to enter his strong protest
against the wholesale alienation of land
wl:ich was utterly unfit for settlement purposes, and in future he hoped there would
be no ratification of any such illegal
action on the part of the Minister.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read a third time.
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On clause 36, providing that the Govern'or in Council might make regulations,
Mr. LIVINGSTON stated that it wa';
plovided in this clause that the regulations
should be published in the Government
Gazette, and that thev should then have
the force of law.
Many a good Act had
been spoilt by the regulations.
Mr. MURRAY.--We promise that these
will be good regulations.
Mr. LIVINGSTON stated that in many
cases the regul ations actually took the place
of the Act.
'
Mr. MURRAY.-Not in a Court of law.
The regulations must be consistent with the
Act.
Mr. LIVINGSTO~ said that he' had
known of a case where the regulations made
under an Act were not in conformity with
what Parliament intended when it passed
the Act, and had made the Act so harsh
that instead of being a blessing, it was in
some cases, the 'Opposite. I f the regulations were published in the Government
Gazette, would there be any possibility of
Parliament considering the regulations after
that was done?
Mr. MURRAY.-No; not if the House is
not sitting.
Mr. LIVINGSTON said that he \vanted
to get some id'ea of what the regulations
were likely to be.
1\[r. MURRAY remarked that the regulations wo~ld have no force if they were
contrary to the Act. It was provided here
tl:at to have any force the regulations must
be consistent with the Act.
That was
expressl y stated.
Besides that, this was
not a new clause, but was contained in the
Under the Agricultural Chemist,
old Act.
the regulations would be most carefully
drafted, and he could' give the honorabl'e
member an assurance that they would be
consistent with tte Act, and be of such a
character as to make the operation of this
measure as effective as possible.
1\Jr. LIVINGSTON stated that by the
merest accident on one occasion he had
looked at the regulations in reference to the
export of dairy produce, and he found that
if tr.ey had been carried out as proposed
they would have been a serious detriment to
that trade.
1\1r. MACKINNON remarked that there
was a safe limitation here, for it was provided that the regulation must be such as
would give effect to the Act. Something that
would destroy the Act would be a singular
result to arrive at by regulation.
The clause was agreed' to.

The Budget.

The Bill, having been gone through, was
reported without amendment, and the report was adopted.
On the motion of Mr. MURRAY, the
Bill was then read a third time.
THE BUDGET.
1\11'. BENT movedThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. PRENDERGAST asked the Plemier whether the Budget would be delivered
next Tuesday?
Mr. BENT said that it would, and there
would be a few other little matters.
The motion was agreed to.
The Honse adjourned at twelve minutes
past five o'clock p.m., until Tuesday,
October I I.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Tuesday, October

II,

1904.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at eleven
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.
ATTENDANCE OF MINISTERS TO
EXPLAIN MEASURES.
PROPOSED JOINT STANDING ORDER.
The Hon. J. ~1. DAVIES ,presented the
following report from the Standing Orders
Committee : The Select Committee of the Legislative Council on Standing Orders have the honour to report
that they have considered the question involved
in section 9 of the Constitution Act 1903, by which
power is given to Ministers to speak in either
House, and have agreed to the following resolution, and recommend that the same be adopted
as a joint standing order : "Any responsible Minister of the Crown who,
under the provisions of section 9 of the Constitution Act 1903, may sit in the House of Parliament of which he is not a member, shall, while
doing so, be subject to the Standing Orders of
that House, and to the' law and practice of' Parliament which is applicable to it."

The Clerk having read the report,
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES movedThat the resolution agreed to by the Standing
Orders Committee be adopted, as a Joint Standing Order.

The motion was agreed to.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES movedThat the said Joint Standing Order be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly with a message requesting their concurrence therein.

The motion was agreed to.
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PETITIONS.
Petitions" praying that the Council would
give effect to the expressed wish of the
electors in reference to Scripture lessons
in State schools, and that a complete analvsis be made and published of the voti~g
at the referendum on the introduction of
Scripture lessons into State schools, were
presented, by the Hon. T. C. HARWOOD,
from residents of Geelong; by the Hon. T.
LUXTON, from residents of South Melbourne; and by the Hon. D. E. McBRYDE,
from residents of Ringwood, Warrandyte,
and Bayswater.
.
GUNBOWER ISLAND LAND
RESERVE REVOCATION BILL.
This Bill was received from the Lealsla·
five Assembly, and, on the motion of the
Hon. A. 0.' SACHSE, was read a first
time.
ARTIFICIAL MANURE BILL.
. This Bill was received from the LegislatIve Assembly, and, on the motion of lhe
Hon. W. PITT~ was read a first time.
WHARFAGE AND HARBORS RATES.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD asked the
Attorney-General t.he following questions:. I. vVhether, in the event of this House passing
the Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill
in its present form, it is the intention of the Go·
vernment to advise the Governor in Council to
proclaim under the Marine Act 1890 wharfage
and harbor rates similar to those lately adopted
by the Melbourne Harbor Trust for the Fort of
Melbourne?
2. Is it the intention of the Government to
collect those rates on all privately owned goods
landed in Victoria elsewhere than in the Port of
Melbourn~ ?

The Hon. W. PITT.-It is the intention of the Government to make the
wharfage and harbors rates, to be charged
at ports outside Melbourne, to correspond
with the rates to be charged by the Melbourne Harbor Trust. A wharfage rate
imposed on goods from other States and
not imposed in respect of goods carried between ports in the State would, it is considered, be a violation of section 92 of the
Commonwealth Constitution Act.

Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that
he desired to have clause 37 also recommitted, because he intended to move an
amendment in sub-clause (2). In addition
to that, he wished the Bill to be recommitted
for the consideration of a new clause which
he intended to propose, to amend section 7 I,
sub-section (5) of the Mines Act I897~ with
the object of protecting public property
from damage by mining operations. In
Ballarat East, there were several public
buildings, including the town hall, and the
council of Ballarat East objected to a mining lease being granted which would include a certain public reserve, on the ground
that if mining were carried on there, it
would be dangerous to the buildings. Notwithstanding the council's opposition" how.
ever, the application was granted by the
Government of the day. Under the terms
of the lease, miners were permitted to work
at a depth of 800 feet from the surface.
Instead of fulfilling that condition, however,
they subsequently put in drives at 330 feet
from the surface, with the result that the
stability of these public buildings was interfered with. His object in the proposed
new clause was to see that these public
buildings were protected.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that he
had no objection to amend his motion so as
to include the recommittal of clause 37,
sub-clause (2), and the consideration of the
proposed new clause.
The mo.tion, as altered, was agreed to,
al)d the BIll was then recommitted.
On the motion of the' Hon. J. l\1f.
DAVIES, clauses 18, 19, and 27 were verbally and consequentially amended.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT drew attention to sub-clause (2) of clause 37, which
was as follows :-It shall be lawful for the Governor, in the
name and on behalf of His Majesty, to grant to
the person surrendering such lease, and the executors~ ~dministrators, or assignees of such person,
a mmmg lease for any term not exceeding fifteen
years of the whole or any part of the land demised by such surrendered lease; and any such
new lease may, with the like consent, be renewed
subject to the prov.isions of this part, from tim~
to time, for any period not exceeding fifteen
years at each renewal,

and movedMINES ACTS FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL.
On the Order 'Of the Day for the consideration of the report on this Bill,
The H'On. J. '1\1. DAVIES movedThat this Order of the Day be discharged, and
that the Bill be recommitted for the reconsidera·
tion of clauses 18, 19, 27, and 60.

That the following words be added at the Cl!d
of the sub-clause :-" Or for the residue of the
term of the present lease without obtaining the
consent of the owners."

He said he thought the number of leases
that were issued exceeded 2 ,000, and the
greater portion of the lessees would come
in under this Act, and avail themselves of
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the covenants that had been accepted by this
House, and received verv favorably by the
Attorney-General.
They were introduced
by Mr. Brown.
If the holders of these
leases desired the Governor to grant a
new lease, not for a period of fifteen years,
but for the residue of the term of the existing lease, then they ought not to be put to
the ,expense and trouble of obtaining the
consent of the owners, because the owners
had already given their consent.
The Hon. H. W. H. IRVlNE.-Not for
all time.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said the
owners had given their consent already for
a. period of fifteen years.
If the current
le'ase had, say, only eight years more to run,
and if the lessees, in surrendering, asked the
Governor in Council to grant a renewal for
a period of eight years, every facility ought
to be afforded to them to obtain the lease.
If it was insisted that the consent of the
owners must be obtained, all these various
companies would be committed to a greal
loss of time, and great inconvenience.
The Hon. H. W. H. IRVlNE.-You mean
the residue of the fifteen years?
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said that
was what his amendment meant, but it
nee'd not be expressed in those words, because the Department would know at once
what was meant by "the residue of the term
of the present lease."
The Hon. J. STERNBERG stated that
he quite concurred with the amendment on
the ground that the consents of the owners
were exceedingly hard to get.
The consents having once been obtained, and thE!
com'pany having erected large and important
machinery on the property, and having incurred a large amount of expenditure, and
th.= lease going on all right, and all being
satisfied, this proposal was a reasonable
one.
The amendment was agreed to.
The Han. W. S. MANIFOLD drew attention to clause 60, relating to the Sludge
Abatement Board. He said that when this
clause was under discussion on Thursday
last, two v:ery strong objections were taken
to the .drafting of the amendments which he
then proposed to the Committee. The object of the fresh amendments that he haa
circulated to-day was to obviate those two
principal objections. They were entirely an
oversight of his. The first objection was
that his amendments made no provision
whatever for existing cqmpanies carrying on

their work, until their cases had been investigated. Sub-clause (I) now readFor the purpose of regulating hydraulic mining, dredging, sluicing, or any other form of
mining by which mineralized or impure water,
sludge, or mining debris is discharged into any
river, stream, water-course, lake, or reservoir,
whether there shall or shall not be water therein
at the time of such discharge, and for preventing
damage to agricultural or grazing lands adjacent
to such river, stream, water-course, lake, or reservoir, the Governor in Council may appoint a
board, to be called the Sludge Abatement Board.

He begged to moveThat the forlowing words be added to the subchl1se.: -" awl notice of such appointment shall
be published in the Government Gazette."
.

The Hon. J; M. DAVIEs.-That is always
done.
The Han. W. S. MANIFOLD said it
would simplify the proceedings.
The amendment was agreed to.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES drew attention
to sub-clause (2A), which was as follows:(2A) The business of sluicing, dredging, hydraulic or other mining operations shall not be
carri~d on without the permit of the board. And
any such permit may at any time be suspended or
cancelled by the said board,

and

mov~d-

That this sub-clause be omitted.

He said that this motion would test the
whole question whether the proposa'ls contained in the Government Bill or Mr. Manifold's amendments should be carried out.
The proposals in the Bill were that a board
should be appointed, and their duties were
set out in three paragraphs in the next subclause.
Among the duties of the board
there was the duty to report to the Minister
wnd make such recommendations as the
board should think fit in connexion with
every application for a mining lease for any
area upon which the applicant intended to
carryon sluicing, dredging" &c.
It was
thought by some honorable members that
that report would not be made to the Min.ister before the lease was granted by the
Minister. If there was anv doubt about
that, there was no objection"' to putting in
words requiring the report to be made before the lease was granted. He believed the
procedure wa;s that the land was pegged out
and then application was lodged at the
Warden's office, then the Warden dealt with
the matter, and the land had to be surveyed
at that stage, then after the Warden dealt
with the matter it would go to this board,
and after all that had been done., the Minister
would deal with it. Mr. Manifold's proposal was that inste~d of the Minister dealing
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with these leases they should be dealt with
by the board. He did n~t .know ~vhether
the view was that the Mmlster nught be
disposed to grant leases, and so contribute
to a greater nuisance than this board would
be inclined to do j but if that was so, t.he
'honorabloe member had done away with any
such reason because, by an amendment
which the honorable member had circulated
to-day, he gave a right of appeal to the
Minister. The Government Bill proposed
that when the Minister got the reports he
should deal with the matter himself. Mr.
Manifold's proposal was that the board
should deal with it; but that if anybody
was not satisfied with the decision of the
board, he could appeal to the Minister.
There was no security of any kind, nOr any
safeguard to the public in that, and it was
taking away to a considerable extent Ministerial responsibility in the matter, because
Ministerial respO!l1sibility would \only be 'exercised in cases of appeal, and those cases of
appeal would only be where the applicant
was not satisfied with the decision of the
board.
The board might grant a lease
where it ought not to. There was no appeal
there because nobody was dissatisfied, so
that there was the double chance of leases
being granted, first by the board, and those
which the board refused bv the Minister.
I t seemed much more reaso~able and better
to go straight to the Minister.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEu.-:;Would not
the parties affected have the right of appeal
against the board granting a lease?
The Hon. J. M.· DAVIES asked who
were the parties affected?
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEu.-The board
may grant a lease and you say there would
be no right of appeal?
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he
thought the board only granted a permit.
He supposed that was intended to be the
same as a lease, because the board might
grant a temporary permit, or the permit
might be for as long as the board liked.
If it was to be a temporary permit, nobody
would go to the expense of erecting machinery. Consequently, that would me~n killing the whole business straight out. If that
was intended, honorable members had
better sa v so. When honorable members
voted on 'this question last Thursday, there
wer.e eight in favour of the Government
proposals, and fifteen against them, and
after the amendment of Mr. Manifold
was carried, as it totally upset the whole
clause, and was such an amendment as the
Gm'ernment could not possibly accept, he
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(Mr. Davies) took no further part in the
discussion on the rest of the provisions relating to the clause, because he knew very
well that the clause would come back from
the Assembly with all these new provisions
knocked out. Of course, if Mr. Manifold
intended to do away with this kind of mining-The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD.-No, not
the slightest idea of it.
The Hon. J. STERNBERG.-That is the
effect of it.
, The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said if the
honorable member did not intend to do away
wit:h th;is kind of minmg altogether" then he
could see no reason why the Minister should
not grant a lease in the ordinary way after
getting a report from the board. Powers
were given to the board in paragraph (a)
of sub-clause (3) to investigate any complaint of pollution caused by sluicing,
dredging, or other mining operations to any
river., stream, &c., or to any agricultural
or grazing land adjacent thereto, and to
order any person causing or directing such
operations to make such provision or take
such steps as the board might direct to prevent the continuance of such pollution.
Then there was a provision in sub-clause
(5) that if that order was disobeyed, the
person disobeying it was liable, on summary
conviction~ to a penalty which the Committee
the other night increased to a penalty of
not more than £25. He was not objecting
to that at all. Then in paragraph (b) of
sub-clause (3) power was given to the board
to order any person about to commence or authorize sluicing, dredging,
or other mining operations which would, in
the opinion of the board, cause injury or
pollution to any river, &c., not exempted
from the operation of this provision as thereinafter provided, or to any agricultural
or grazing land adjacent the'reto, to make
such provision or take such steps as the
board should direct to prevent such pollution or injury.
But the Government considered that the question of granting leases
must be in the power of the Minister, and
that it must not be for the board to grant
permits.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD remarked
tha't the Attorney-General was perfectly correct in saying that the amendment he' had
put before the Committee now would raise
the whole question of the amendments which
he had the honour to lav before the Committee the other night, 'and also to-nigh~.
He did not think, however, that the AttOlney-General had completely un'derstood th ~
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posItIOn. His amendment the other night
with regard to permits had nothing whal1ever
to do with the granting of leases. It was
taken from the Calilfornian Act. It was
found absolutely necessary in California
that skilled people should investigate the
work done, or to be done, by all that class
of mining, and that the board should have
the right to give permits.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-What is the good
of a lease without a permit?
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD.-Absolutely nothing.
But before a lease was
granted, the 'persons applying for it had to
show a permit. They had to show that they
could carry on their work without interfering--'
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-After the lease
is granted, the board can withdraw the
permit, according to this sub-clause.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said certainly the board could withdraw the permit
if the operator did not carry out his conditions.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Tha't will
stop miningal together.
The Han. W. S. MANIFOLD.-No. As
the amendment now before the Chair Iaised
th~ whole question, he could very fa·irly deal
with the whole issue now. When the Commi.tte1e on. Thursday night were discussing
thIS questIOn, the Attorney-General pointed
out very correctly that there were two principal faults in the drafting of his (Mr.
One was that
Manifold's) amendments.
there was no provision whatever for dealing with existi!1g companies, and enabling
them to carryon until the board had dealt
with their cases, while the other great drawback was that the Government were establishing a technical meaning for the word
" pollution," and that his amendments proposed to establish something quite different
under the name of "contamination." The
amendments that he had circulated to-day
'dealt with those two questions. The Attorney-General said that the vote of the Committee the other night ought to be reversed,
and sub-clause (2A) taken out of the Bill.
He proposed to show that the Government
measure, as introduced, would not deal with
the problem at all properly. The AttorneyGeneral jus.t now spoke merely of the issue
of future permits, but said nothing whatever
about existing companies.
The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-Yes, I did.
I rE'ad paragraph (a) of sub-clause (3)
through.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said the
Attorney-General complained that he (1\1r.
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:Manifold) desired to give too much power
to the board, but, as a fact, he proposed to
giye very little more power to the board
than the Minister himself was prepared to
give to the board in some resp~cts. Under
paragraph (a) of sub-clause (3) of this
clause in the original Bill, as introduced by
t11'~ Government, with regard to people who
were carrying on the work, the board as
cor.templated by the Government had the
right to make any orders that they chose,
and to make such provision or take such
steps as the board should direct to prevent.
the continuance of such pollution or injury.
Where did the Minister come in there?
Under sub-clause (5), anybody who carried
on mining operations in contravention of any
order of the board was to be liable to a
penalty of £5 a day.
Where did the
Minister come in there? Was not the
board autocratic? There was not even an
appeal to the Minister.
There was no
appeal to anybody.
The board under the
clause as framed by the Government was
practically uncontrolled as to what orders
it might make.
If the board' once made
an order, and a mining company broke the
order., the company was to be brought up
before a Court ofl Petty Sessions, and if
it was proved that the order was broken,
the company could be fined £5 a day.
Where did the Government come in there?
If the Government proposed to invest the
board with those very large powers, it was
only consistent that the board should be
intrusted with these powers in full. The
amendment which he (Mr. Manifold) now
proposed would entirely remove the difficulty which had been pointed out in regard to interference with companies that
were now carrying on business.
His first
amendment was to insert the wordsEvery person carrying on such business at the
commencement of this Act shall, within 30 days
after the notice in the Government Gazette of
the appointment of such board, apply to the said
board for a permit to carryon such business.
And nothing in this Act contained shall prevent
any such person from continuing to carryon sucb
business from the commencement of this Act
until the said board shall have granted or refused to grant a permit-

If the House adopted this amendment a
mining company would be able to carryon
undisturbed until the board had time to
decide whether it would grant or refuse a
permitand the said board may, in its discretion, grant
a temporary permit to any such person for such
period as may, in the opinion of the board, be
reasonably required to enable such person to comply with any order of the board.
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That provided for the case of a particular
company which might be at work at the
It might come under the
present time.
notice ofl the board that there were certain
difficulties to be surmounted in making it
possible for the company to carryon without polluting the water or injuring the land,
and the board would say, "We won't give
you a permit to carryon as now, but we
will give you a temporary permit for three
months, or six months, as the case may be,
so that you may effect the necessary improvements, and in the meantime this will
protect you until the improvements are efThen you will get a permanent
fected.
permit, and have to work with your retaining tanks, or whatever it may be, in order
to prevent pollution or injury."
He
thought that would meet the objection that
had been taken to the amendment the other
night in regard to its putting a stop to
The next amendment which he
dredging.
had circulated would meet the objection
which the Minister bad taken, and very
properly so, to the original amendment, and
that was that the Government had adopted a
standard of pollution, and that he (Mr.
Manifold) was seeking to introduce something different in the name of "contamination."
When considering the matter, he
felt inclined at first to strike out altogether
the Government standard of. pollution.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-Is not that
another question from the question of the
board?
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
the Minister spoke to the whole question,
and raised the whole question.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES. - I did not
·speak of contamination or pollution j I
spoke of the board, and ~hat is all that is
dealt with in my amendment.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
he would submit that practically the whole
question of these amendments was raised
by the Minister in the amendment before
the Chair.
The CHAIRMAN.-The question is that
the words proposed to be omitted, namely,
slib-clause (2A), stand part of the Bill, but
the honorable member is entitled to some
latitude in speaking to the amendment that
the Committee is now dealing with.
In
regard to the amendment with reference to
pollution, ,honorable members will have a
further opportunity of discussing it on another part of the Bill.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
the words proposed fo be omitted dealt with
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the permit' of the board, and he would submit that anything relating in any way to
what would be considered by the board in
gi \'ing or refusing its permit properly came
under discussion now.
The CHAIR~.JAN.-The whole of this
will come under discussion later on.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
the second amendment, which he had circulated, was not such a pressing matter as
He could not, however, rethe first one.
iterate too strongly 1".) honorable members
the conviction he had that nothing short
of very strong powers given to this
board would save our rivers from polI~ was all very well to say that
lution.
under the Bill, as drawn, reports would
have to be made to the Minister, and that
the Minister would take action in order to
see that our rivers would be saved. In
th,,?' first place, as the Bill was drawn,
thG damage had to be' done before it
cou] d be inquired into, and no inquiry
could be held until the contamination
Pollution,
amounted to actual pollution.
in. the Bill as brought into the Council, was
Water,
to be 1,000 grains to the gallon.
according to the Board of Public Health,
became injurious to human beings and animals after it contained 36 grains of earthy
matter to the gallon.
Honorable members woula see how careless 1v the Bill had
been drawn in stating that" pollution included also 75 grains of poisonous matter
to the gallon, such as cyanide, lead, arsenic,
and other things.
Water containing those
matters woulJ not necessarily go jnto a
stlOl1g1 y running river, but might mn into
reservoirs, where the water was nractically stagnant, and where, by the" action
of die sun, the pure water would evaporate,
and these poisons might go on accumulating
there until they became deadly. The whole
of this clause of the Bill had been drawn
in all extremely careless way, and if it
had been considered on its merits in
another place the clause would never have
reached this House in the form it did. But
th~t was a mere matter of speculation.
What he was proposing had stood the test
of experience in California, where the
same trouble had existed, and where the
board was given a right of f!,rallting permits, and of investigating whether companies were carrying on their work without serious damage to the public. He
thought it wa.s advisable that the board
shoula have the power to step in right
straight away if the company was carrying on its business in such a way as
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to do injury to the public.
In California
some twenty-six or twenty-eight licences
had been suspended temporarily in one
year, and four licences cancelled.
What
a splendid power that was to save their
rivers for posterity!
An HONORABLE l\:IEMBER.-Was that
hydraulic sluicing?
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
he undelstood it was in reference to all
sorts of mining which was likely to do
Hydraulic mining, howpublic injury.
ever, was at the bottom of it, but that, he
understood, had been prohibited altogether.
It was said by many people that bucket
dredging was not injurious, but he maintained, and he thought fairly, that any
operation tEat raised out of the bed of the
river fIle material which formed that bed,
(~veI1 if it dropped the heavier material on
the side of the rivet, and allowed all the
lighter particles to float down, would very
soon fill up the water-holes, and not a
word could be said against that unless the
operation sent down 1,000 grains to the
gallon.
That meant onp. pound of stuff to
every 7 gallons of liquid. A horse drank
7 or 8 gallons of water in a day, and in
summer time about 10 gallons, and at that
rate of pollution he would ask honorable
members to consider what animals might
have to take inside them. It was a serious
thina. Hundreds of the settlers were depending altogether on this water, and if the
Government measure of pollution were
adopted, the settlers and their stock would
simply be drinking poison. With regard to
t.he bottles containing polluted water which
were on ffie table, judging from the fact
that the stuff had all thoroughly settled,
h~ would say that the matter in the water
had been tal<:en out of the bed' of a river
after all the stuff that could be held in su~
pension had gone, and tcey were hardly
fair samples.
The Hon. J. ~L DAVIEs.-The honorable
member should have some authority for
sa ying ~o before he ven.tures on that asse~
ti-on) as they were furmshed to me as fau
samples.
The Hon.l~ M. PRATT.-I should like to
see two or th~ee gallons from the Loddon.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
the stuff in the bottles appeared to be
mostly' grave1. He held in his ihan? two
bottles of contaminated water, supplIed to
him by the Board of Public Heal~~. The
heavier material in one bottle was SIlIcate of
alumina, in the proportion of 1,000 grains
per gallon.
That substance was so heavy
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that tne white silicate was almost immediately precipitated. Here was another containIng diatomized earth in the proportion of 1,000 grains per gallon.
The
solutions had not been prepared by request, but had been in the possession of the
BoaId of Public Health: and had been lent
to him. If that stuff were stirred up from
ithe bottom by a bucket dredge, it must
necessarily go floating down the stream.
He hoped honorable members would allow
his amendment to Iemain ,in. From the
Ministerial point of view also, he thought
the amendment should be allowed to stand.
There were a great number of mining members, and mining companies and miners
had a great deal of influence.
III the
case of an auriferous liver, say the l\Etchell, or some other river like that, people
migIit come pestering the Minister to be allowed to get on the gold. Would not the
clause, as he had had it amended, place
the :Minister in an infinitely better position? The M'inister could say, (( No, gent lemen. There is a board of experts who
have investigated this matter, and I am
assure by them that you cannot carryon
your business there without polluting or contaminating the water."
The Han. J. M. DAVIES.-Will not all
that apply equally strongly to the appeal
before the Minister?
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
he would submit that it would not.
The
Minister would be in a stronger position by
having this board.
An HONORABLE Mn,1:BER.-If he was a
weak Minister.
The Han. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
they had had such in the past; and might
have them again. If an appeal came to
the Minister from the decision of the board,
there were very few Ministers, if the board
had reported against mining being permitted, .who would reverse the report of that
board, unless the applicants made out an
extremely strong case; and if the Minister
did reverse the decision of the board, and
grant a lease, with the result tha.t great
injury was done, it would bd made very unpleasant for that Minister at the next session of Parliament. The thing was as plain
as a pike staff.
The whole question was'
whether the first duty of the Mines Department was to preserve our waters, or whether
it was to allow our waters to be sacrificed
for the sake of a littld gold. Of course, a
considerable quantity of gold was obtained,
but at what cost? The gold raise'd, as he saw
by the figures placed before the House,

a
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amounted to a considerable sum, and repre·
sented a considerable sum in wages, but
what better would the country be in twenty
years' time through that gold being obtained?
The poople who made the money might go
to Sydney or to the home country., but the
injury they had done would remam fo: all
time. He wanted to preserve our nvers
from that.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING remarked
that he took no part ,in the discussion the
other night, and it seemed to him now, after
having read the debate, and after hearing
Mr. Manifold and the Attorney-General,
that the idea was that they should do away
as much as possible with the poilution of
our rivers. That was the idea on which the
board was to act. If the board was to be
superseded by the Minister, it would not be
wanted at all. He could mention an occasion on which political influence had had a
great deal to do with 'upsetting the existing
condition of things. In a certain mining
district, through which a creek was running,
a number of men who were out of employment asked to be allowed to have
water, and to s.luice the creek.
They
were allowed to do this, and at the
end of the year £1,000 was put on
the Estimates, in order to take the
stuff out of the creek again. That had been
done time after tilme by the Minister, but
no board composed of business men would
have allowed such a thing. These men had
only been earning a few shillings a week,
and they had done a lot of harm to the
creek, which sometimes threatened to flood
the town. The Minister had given way to
the repre3entations of mining members, and
he had not proved very strong.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-That was in
Castlemaine.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said that
he thought the Attorney-General might
accept l\.fr. Manifold's amendment.
He
took it that the board was to be an advisory
board.
.The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.--.-It is to be a
very strong board, with greater powers than
th\~ Minister.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said that
when an appeal could be made to the Minister, and the Minister could supersede the
board he did not see how the board would
be st;onrrer than the Minister. He took it
that the board would be a hel p to the Minister and to the people as well, for it would
pr~tect the people from poli6cal influence
doing them any harm. In this country the
rivers and creeks were not deep and strong
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enough to permit of sluicing going on.
Sluicing was only a temporary benefit, but
the' injury done to the land could not be
undone in the course of years. Anyone
who looked at our rivers could see the stuff
from the mining operations floating down
stream.
The ·Hon. T. LUXTON observed that he
desired to say a few words in support of
dredging. He hoped the Government would
be supported. He wished it to be clearly
understood, in the first instance, that he was
not a shareholder in any shape or form in
connexion with dredging.
A number of
honorable members were opposeld to dredg·
ing, and he felt sure that if they had their
way they would do serious injury to that
industry. He would give a few statistics,
which he thought would help to convince
them that in taking the action they were
they were not acting in the right direction.
The matter under discussion was so important that it would be well to study what was
done in New Zealand, where the bucket
dredging and the hydraulic sluicing system
of mining had assumed large proportions,
and was the source of great prosperity and
wealth to that colony. He was not prepared
to follow New Zealand in some of its social.
istic legislation, but as far as dredging was
concerned, he thought he would be able to
show that it had no injurious effect in that
country, and would have no injurious
effect here.
New Zealand was the
pioneer of these forms
of mining,
and had been working out the problems
connected with them for over fourteen years.
The Legislature of that State had the same
difficulties to surmount with regard to the
antagonism between the land-owners and
tr.e miners as we had here in Victoria.
He wished that to be clearly understood.
The difficulties, however, were much greater
in New Zealand, as, on account of the
melting of the snow in summer, the rivers
were subject to heavy floods, which annually covered large and valuable flats. The
struggle between the miners and the land·
owners became so acute that for over twelve
months work at the larger number of
dredges was suspended, on injunction or.
ders from the Supreme Court Judges. to
stop work. Heavy losses to the capitalists
accrued, and much distress was created
amongst the members of the mining community connected with the dredging indus·
trv. The New Zealand Government at last
interfered. A policy was adopted to conserve and encourage the mining intero:!sts
of the State in every possible way, while
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at the same time they dealt fairly with the
farming intelests. He ,,"auld repeat that
tr.e policy also dealt fairly with the fa'rming interests. In order to get over the diffIculty, every river and stream in the auriferous provinces was proclaimed a sludge
channel. A compensation board was appointed. Legislation was passed that enabled the State to take any lands that were
required for mining purposes, in the same
way as lands were taken for public wor:~s.
An Act was also passed providing for the
resumption of lands required for dredging,
the land to be paid for by the Treasurer
"out of the gold-fields revenue of the district where the land is situate." They were
determined in New Zealand to give the
people who were dredging an opportumty
to secure the land, and tl:e district ,vas
made responsible for any damage done.
This wise and far-seeing policy had resulted in an enormous benefit, and was
one of the great factors that had led to that'
long era of prosperity which had made New
Zealand the envy of the sister States in the
Australasian group. Last year there were
at work in New Zealand 287 bucket
dredges, to say nothing of hydraulic
sluicing plants, and tl:e bucket dredges produced over £1,000,000. worth of gold to
the State. The cost of the dredges, which
were mostly 'built in New Zealand, was
nearly £2,000,000, so that, practically
speaking~
there was
an amount
of
£3,000,000 distributed as the result of this
industry. The circulation of this money,
::md the up-keep of the dredges, was a continuous source of prosperity, not only to the
ironfounders, but to nearly every class of
labour in the country. He thought that all
honorable members were prepared to admit
that at the present moment the ironfounders in Victoria were complaining that they
had not sufficient work for their men. A
large number of foundries were working
short-haQded... and the action of this
House~ if it should decide to stop dredging, would mean that a large number of
ironworkers at present employed would
be thrown out of work. So far dredging
and hydraulic sluicing was only in its infancy in Victoria, and it was only during
the last four years that the industrv had
begun to make- headway. It was, l:o~vever,
now advancing by leaps and bounds, and
many ironfounders in Melbourne, Ballarat,
and Bendigo would tell honorable members
that, thanks to the dredging industry, they
had been able to keep the shops open that
would otherwise have had to be closed, and
Hon. T. Luxton.
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the men paid off. Accordi:lg to die last
annual report of the Secretary for Mines,
this form of mining was tr.e most progressive in the State. The total quantity of
gold won by dredging prior to 1900 was
9°,5 28 ounces, o.f the value of £362,II2;
as the result of the work for the last three
years the total quantity of gold produced
had increased to 221,592 ounces, worth
£886,3 68 . According to the same authority,
the number of plants at work were fifteen
bucket dredges, with nine new ones in course·
of erection, and! 36 hydraulic sluicers, and
five new ones being built. These numbers,
however, were being rapidly added to as
capital flowed into this growing industry.
That was accounted for by the splendid
success of the hydraulic sluice claims in the·
Castlem~ine district, and the 'wonderful
results from the Buckland River and Bright
bucket dredges', where ten dredges, costing £45,000, returned £15,738 for the last
year in dividends. That was a return of
over 30 per cent. on the capital invested,
and there was not one failure in the district. Was this going to do an injury to'
the country when it gave such. a splendid
return? He thoug,ht not. With regard to
the agitation that had been worked up by
the land-owner aga.inst the mining community engaged in the advancement of the
dredjl,ing industry, he said advisedly ana
with knowledge that the facts as to the damage done by the dredgers had been distorted'
and exaggerated in the highest degree.
The agitation had been principally g,enerated by those farmers who were occupying'
Crown lands on the auriferous creeks ana
rivers, where lands had been reserved by
the wisdom of Parliament in days longgone by for the use;of the miner.
There
were ten bucket dredges at work on the'
Ovens' and Buckland rivers in the Bright
district, most of which had been at workfor about three vears.
He defied anv
farmer or land-m~'ner occupying the land'
on the river banks below the dredges referred to to show where a single acre of
land had been destroyed by the dredging'
operations during all this period. To show'
how little damage was done to the river, it
was a fact that had been often commented'
On in the district that the men on the Junction Dredge, which was the lowest down the'
river, had often been noticed drinking the·
water that flowed past their dredg.e.
Another fallacy that was' industriously circulated was that of the injury dredging was'
doing to posterity.
He wished to show
what had been recently done in connexion·
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with 20 acres of land, and what applied
to 20 acres would apply to 1,000 or 10,000
acres. More money had been taken out of
the 20 acres of land by dredging than
could be taken out by agriculture in 50 or
500 years.
The Perseverance Dredging
Company bought from a neighbouring farmer 20 acres of land, a large portion of
which had alreadv been leased to the company by the Cr~wn at the usual rental.
To save trouble and expense, as it was diffi.
cult to remove a land-owner once he was
in possession, illegal or otherwise, the company paid him £600 for the land, which
was to be given back to him after the company bad workfd it out. That farmer
would have been fortunate if he could have
found a buyer at £3 an acre for the land
before the appearance of the dredge on the
scene. The company won over £6,000
worth of gpld from the 20 acres.
How
long would it have taken this farmer to
have obtained £6,000 by farming the land?
This was a good answer to the argument
as to posterity, for it would have taken
the farmer 600 years to get that value out
of the land by agriculture.
No one had
complained about the water in the Buckland River being, polluted j and the dredging
there had been the means of producing
If the
something like £145,000 a year.
Bill were carried with Mr. Manifold's
amendment in it, the dredging in this place
would be closed up at once.
The Han. W. L. BAILLIEU.-Wby would
it be closed?
.
The Hon. T. LUXTON said Mr. Manifold desired to prevent any sludge being
run into any river, and the Buckland was
a river. Dredging could not be carried on
without putting sludge into the river. The
Attorney-General stated the other evening
that there were over 1,000 people connected
There were 1,450
with bucket dredges.
people that he could trace connected with
bucket dredges, and that number did not
include those who cut firewood and assisted
the industry in other ways. It might be
safely said that tnere were from 1,600 to
2,000 people connected with bucket dredging. There were between 8,000 and 9,000
people connected with sluicing On the various gullies and rivers. There were, therefore, nearly
10,000
people engaged
in dredging and sluicing, and allowing
four for each familv would make the
number affected 40,;00. Teat ,vas a
matter members sho'Jld take into their
serious consideration, for if bucket dredging and sluicing were to be stopped, an
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enormous number of people would be
thrown 01Jt of employment.
There ,rere
40 ,000 or 50,000 people dire:::tly and indhectly connected with pucket dredging
and ground sluicing. I t was therefore the
duty of members to consider the position
very carefullv.
the Hon. -R. B. REES said he was sure
members all disagreed with the last speaker
in the statement that they had any intention
of throwing men out of employment by the
destruction of this great industry. He was
not present in ·the Chamber last week, but
he understood that ~Ir. Manifold did not
want to deshoy the industry, but rather
,,'anted to save another great industry and
perhaps a greater one. There was no question of throwing men out of employment in
Mr. Manifold's proposal. He could quite
conceive that the interests of sluicers and
bucket dredgers would be more safeguarded
by :\1r. Manifold's proposal than they
woul d be by the Government proposal. As
he understood, the (;o\"ernment proposal
was that the Governor in Council might
appoInt a board, to be called the Sludge
Abatement Board. The amendment made
it mandatory that a Sludge Board should
be a.ppointed, or else the industrv would
cease immediately. No hydraulic dredging
could be carried on without a permit from
the board.
The Ho~. J. M. DAVIEs.-We propose to
amend that, otherwise the men engaged in
this industry would be thrown out of employment immediately the Bill is passed.
The Han. R. B. REES said that the
amendment would give a little time for the
granting of the permits, and the work of
dredging would go on until the board had
time to investigate the whole process. If
the Government proposals were that the Governor in Council should appoint a board
to be called the Sludge Abatement Board,
he would support it. It was necessary to
have the board.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-If the Government will not be bound by the word "may"
in the Government proposal, will it be bound
by it in :Mr. Manifold's proposal?
The Hon. R. B. REES said that no Government dare refuse to appoint this board
when they knew that dredging could not
be carried on without a permit. The very
fact of its being necessary to have a permit
would compel the Government to proceed
to the appointment of the board. In the
Government proposal it was not mandatory
to appoint a board., though the board was
essential for safeguarding the dredg,ing and
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siuicing industry, as well as for safeguarding the rivers'. Sub-clause (2) stated that
the board was to consist of three members,
who might at any time be removed by the
Governor in Council.
According to the.
clause, the Governor in Council "may appoint a board." Another Government might
come in, and the board might bel inimical to
the Minister's ideas, so that he would bring
in an Order in Council a,bolishing that
board.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-I am surprised
to hear you say that.
The Hon. R. B. REES said members
were there to prevent the possibility of an.y
" hanky-pank)," being carried on under
cover of the law.
The CHAIRMAN.-Can the honorable
member define those words?
The Hon. R. B. REES said he was
either a Webster nor a Johnson; but he
would withdraw the words if the Chairman
thought they were not desirable.. The
words "may appoint" were very loose 111 the
Government proposal.
The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-The word
II shall"
is never used in connexion with
the Governor in Council.
The Hon. R. B. REES said he was only
a layman, and he took the word in the sense
it cohveyed to him. The word" may" was
not mandatory, but the word Ie shall " was.
, G enera I sal'd t h at /C may "
If the Attorneymeant II shall," then his (Mr. Rees') statement collapsed. It was dangerous t? ~eave
the matter in the hands of the l\hmster.
The board sh.ould be continued in existence
as proposed by Mr. Manifold. !he proposal
simply provided that a permIt should be
obtained from the board before these operations could be carried on. Mr. ~Janifold'"
proposal should be retained in order to protect the rivers. He was sure members desired to prevent pollution of the rivers and
streamSu and also to safeguard and extend
sluicincro and dredging operations.
There
was no desire to destroy this great industry,
but if theo/ could ?y legislation contiI?ue
it and at the same tIme safeguard other 111d~lstries, it was their duty to do so.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR remarked that
when this mCttter was last befor.e the Committee he voted with the majority, stating
at the'time that he voted with the majority
with the intention of getting l\Jr. Manifold's proposal reco~mitted, ~o th~t it might
be made to fit in WIth the BIll. fhe question no\v was whether the Committee were
going to give the board or the Minister the
necessary powers. The Bill provided for a
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board, but that board could do nothing
but recommend and fin~; the working of
the measure depended on the Minister. Mr.
Manifold proposed that the board should issue permits and be a board to control the
whole business.
The Hon. H. W. H. IRVINE.-The Minister can give a permit in the meantime.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said that the
permit now proposed was a different thing.
There was no such permit now. He had
seen hydraulic dredging carried on, and
he thought no person would commence operations on a permit; he might take possession
of the land and wait for the lease.
The Hon. H. W. H. IRVINE.-When you
appl y for a lease you start work.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said not for this
kind of work.
No one would put up
machinery on the chance of getting a lease.
The question was were they going to give
the Minister or the board the power. When
he voted for Mr. Manifold's amendment, he
stated that he did S'O in order that the
clause miQ'ht be re-drafted. The Minister
had indic;ted that he intended to make some
amendment.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I said I was
willing to accept an amendment to the effect
that this report from the board should be
given before permission to sluice is granted.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said that if subclause (2A) were omitted, the Committee
would be adopting the principle that the
Minister would be the final authority
in regard to granting the lease.
It
would be necessary to insert in para·
graph (c) an amendment stating that
the Minister should not act without a recommendation from the board. For
all that Mr. Manifold had done, he was
very thankful, for members had to considet
"ery carefully how the rivers were bein.g
affected by this industry. It was necessary
to have a board to give advice to the IHinister. The board must be a board of advice. and not a board of control, for the
Minister must be the final arbiter.
If
such an, amendment as he had indicated
were made in paragraph (c), he would support the suggestion for the o"mission of subclause (2A).
The Hon. W. J. EVANS stated that
since this matter was discussed last Thursday .he had given some consideration to it,
and thought he was fully justified in voting
in the way he did. To-night he intended
to vote in a similar manner. He recognised
that the Committee should take a broarl
view of the question, and he thought that
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anyone who looked at it impartially must
come to the conclusion that it was necessary
to conserve the lands before conserving the
mi.ning industry. At the same time, he
wished to make it quite clear that he did not
believe theJre was any intention on the
part of Mr. Manifold to injure the mining
industry at all. As he understood it, the
object of that honorable member was to
allow dredging LO go on, but in such a way
that the landed interest would not be injured. It had been remarked by Mr. Luxton that this was a land-owners' agitation,
but so far as he (Mr. Evans) was c.oncerned,
he knew of no such agitation, nor did he
believe that it was a land-owners' agita.tion
at all. All that the land-owners intended
was that the land for which they had
paid should not be injured by miners carrying on the dredging industry. If Mr.
Manifold's proposals were accepted, there
was no reason why the mining industry
should be injured at all, except in those
cases where it could be shown conclusively
that if dredging was carried on the adjoining lands would be ruined or seriously
damaged. There was no desire whatever
to stop the employment of miners, although
from what he had seen of the dredging industry he believed that a far larger number of men could have been employed in
cultivating the many acres of land that
were ruined by sludge than were employed
in the dredging industry itself. The difficulty applied not only to the rivers but to
the creeks. A great many people depended
upOn the creeks for a water supply for domestic purposes, and if the water in those
creeks was polluted it must do a great
amount of damage. He could not claim to
have much knowledge of mining, but he
had obtained a few particulars with regard
to the injury done by sludge. While he
could not vouch for the accuracy of the
statements he was about to make, he believed, juc.ging from the source from which
he obtained them, that t.hey were authentic,
and could be relied upon. There could be
no doubt that the land-owners had good
reason to complain of the injury that had
been done to tbeir land in the past by the
dredging industry. First of all, he would
like to refer to the statement made by some
honorable members that if the Sludge
Abatem.ent Board was not of an advisory
nature it would be useless. He differed aitogether from those honorable members, because the countrv had had experience in the
past of Ministers of Mines who had allo\yed
dredging to go on to the detriment of the
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land. It often happened when a board
was appointed that the Minister took up the
position that he was not prepared to go
against the advice of the board) and that
was where the benefit of a board would come
in. The members of the board would, no
doubt, be experts, and when they made a
recommendation to the Minister, the Minister would ,hesitate very much before he
would attempt to place their recommendaThe members of the
tion on one side.
board would, in turn, be held responsible
by the community at large, and would soon
lose their positions if their recommendations \vere of such a nature as to cause injury to the adjoining land. A striking instance of the effects of the dredging industry was to be found on the Ovens River,
as far up as Reid's old station, near Everton, where the river was now almost silted
up, and large holes, which were once from
12 feet to 15 feet in depth,
were now
covered with silt up to within a few feet of
th~ surface.
The Hon. J. G. AIKMAN said he rose
to a point of order. \-Vas t.he honorable
member not bound to give. the Committee
the name of his informant?
The CHAIR~IAN .-If the honorable
member reads a letter he is bound to put it
on the table afterwards, if any member so
desires.
,The Hon. V\T. J. EVANS said he was
not reading a letter at all. He certainly
thought that ~{r. Aikman was trying to take
advantage of him.
The CHAIRMAN.-The honorable member denies that he is reading from a letter,
and there is no more to be said on the subject.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS said he was
told that there was land somewhere about
Tarrawingee, on the Ovens River, which
about twenty years ago was worth £I4 an
acre, and now there were hundreds of acres
of this bnd which were covered with
silt~
and were totally' unproductive.
There were other districts
elsewhere
in Victoria that were similarlv situated, and where the value of the
land had been
considerably reduced
owing to the sludge going upon it. He had
a little experience himself some years ago
in Ballarat in this direction, and he could
assure the Committee that once the sludge
got on the land the land was valueless for
agricultural purposes, because the cost of
removing the sludge was so great that it
would not pay the farmer to attempt to remove it. In connexion with the Mitchell
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River, an account appeared in one of the
newspapers a short time ago of certain statements chat were made bv Mr. Donald
Clarke, of the Bairnsdale School of Mines.
1\1r. Clarke stated that 172,000 tons of silt
passed down the Mitchell River per hour.
Since then a sta'tement had appeared in the
Ballarat Courier to the effect that this calculation was based on a fallacy, but the
article was so long that he (Mr. Evans)
would not take up the time of the Committee by reading it. As an Australian, he
had every desire to see the 1and of the
country conserved and put to its best use,'
and if it could be shown that dredging
would not injure the adjoining land or pollute the water that was required for domestic
and stock purposes he would be quite prepared to allow dredging to go on.
If, on the other hand, it was shown that
a large acreage of land had already been
ruined, and that great -:!amage would be
done to the water supply that was needed
for domestic and stock purposes if the
natural water-courses were polluted any further, he oontended that the dredging industry should not be extended so as toO cause
th"at injury. That was the object of the
proposals that had been submitted by Mr.
Manifold, 'and he, hoped the Corr.mittee
,,'ould adhere to the position it took up last
Thursday.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE remarked
that the object of 1\1r. l\Janifold's proposal
was that the board should examine the
country where dredging was proposed, and
say whether or not dredging should be permitted. It would be better in every case
to prevent the dredging from being begun,
rather than to allow it to go on, and a certain amount of capital to be spent, and
then to put a stop to it. As illustrating
the damage that might be done to the rivers
by polluted water, he might mention that
some time ago a mine ,,'as sunk near Ara,
rat, close to the Hopkins River, which had
its course near that locality, and afterwards flowed for ISS miles before it
emptied itself into the sea at Warrnambool.
The shaft was sunk down to the wash, and
the company then found that they had to
pump out the water from the inte.rior of
Australia. It went on pumping for two
years and the water from the mine flowed
down' the Hopkins for a distance of
50 miles. This river ran through several
counties and past innumerable stations and
farms. A' great t:umber of human beings
and stock derived water from that stream.
If that mine had been a success, and if the
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oompany had had sufficient capital to go on
pu~ping,
it would have destroye.d the
water along the whole course of the Hopkins1 and the land-owners would have
had no redress. At the present moment,
the rr.ine was merely a hole in the ground,
but there were, no doubt, people who were
still casting longing eyes upon it with
the intention, if possible, of starting mining
there again. He, took it that if an application to resume work at that mine came
before the Sludge Board, and the board
was satisfied that it would mean pumping
an enormous quantity of water into a permanent river, the board would refuse to
sanction it. Nothing but the most exceptional circumstances could justify anything
of that kind. If it could be shown that
something like £10,000,000 of gold would
be obtained from the rr.ine, that might justify it, but nothing short of that would ri0
so. This river, in its course, watered millions of travelling stock, and if the water.
was polluted, it would be absolutely impossible for stock to travel in that part of the
country, except in the winter. A good deal
had been said about the dredging
industry in N ew Zeal~nd, but when
he last visited New Zealand one of
the saddest sights was to see some
of the rivers flowing with water that
looked like pea soup. He was told on that
Dccasion that dredging was the curse of the
place-that an errand boy would invest
5S. in some dredging company, and would
never get it back. The rivers of Victoria
waul d not belong to the Minister or the
board, and neither one nor the other would
have any right to sanction the pollution of,
the water. The rivers belonged to the inhabitants of the State, and if pollution was
allowed to go on as the result of this legislation, the people. would be justified, in a
few years' time, in rising up and cursing
the men who had allowed such a thing to
come to pass.
The Han. W. CAIN said he would like
to point out that the object of the Bill itself was to prevent injury being done to
property by the dredging industry.
The
question at issue at the present moment was
simply whether the board was to take precedence of the Minister. Honorable members were all agreed that injury must not
be done to property, whilst, on the othe.r
hand, mining must not be sacrificed for the
land-O\vners. The difficulty was where to
draw the line. in order to deterrr.ine where
mining of this kind could be carried on
without injuring the water-courses.
'He
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thoroughly believed that hydraulic sluicing, The sub-clause meant that before the permit
at all eve~ts. could not be. carried on in any of the board was obtained, all these indusplace without injuring the property-owners. tries had to stop, and all the workmen
The Attorney-General had moved that would be thrown out of work.
sub-clause (2'A) should be excised flOm
The Hon. \V. S. MANIFOLD.-Not bv
the Bill, but he (i\Ir. Cain) thought the amendments I have circulated to-day:
that the difficulty could be met by
The Hon. E. MILLER said the Com.
a slight amendment of the sub-clause. mittee were only dealing now with subHe would
suggest
that
the
word clause (2A), which it would be very danger" board" should be struck out, and the word ous indeed for the Committee to pass. He
" Minister" substituted, with the addition understood the Attorney-General had preof the words " after a report by the board pared same other amendments which would
to the Minister.:' The sub-clause would meet Mr. Manifold's wishes.
Mr. Manithen provide that sluicing, &c., should not fold had told the Committee about the
be carried on without a permit from the pollution of a stream, but streams we::-e
nlinister, after a re.port by the board.
polluted in various ways.
A flood polThe Hon. E. ~JILLER expressed the luted a stream, and made it scarcely fit
opinion that the question before the Com- for human beings to drink.
The honor'UTIittee \yas that of preserving the water able member said that horses drank so
as against the mining industry generally. many pints of water a day, but they drank
From Mr. Manifold the Committee heard a it when the river was flooded, and it did
O'reat deal against the polluting and injuring not seem to hurt them. A flood discoloured
~f manv streams b\- miners.
Mr. Mani- a stream in the same way as bucketfold said that the suh-clause was taken from dredging did.
the Californian Act, but was apparently
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-The ordinarv
not aware that most of the mining in Cali- flood onI y goes about 70 grains to the
fornia was hydraulic mining, which 'was gallon.
altogether different from bucket dredgil?g.
The Hon. E. MILLER said that 70
Hydraulic mining was no doubt very 111grains to the gallon \-vas a great deal, but
jurious to streams, and very often to land
on either side of the river, and in time the it did not seem to injure stock that drank
it.
Bucket-dredging merely lifted stuff
'whole ri"er became silted up.
Anybody
frem the river, and put it back again. It
~otlld see that in the case of the Ringarooma
cleared the stream, and deepened the stream,
River, in Tasmania, where the tin-mining
He had
lndustrv had made such great strides. The and removed all logs from it.
land
on
a
stream,
from
which
he
would
whole of the washing's from the mines there
glad
to
see
the
logs
removed.
be
very
ran into the ri,-er, ~'hich was' silted up to
Then, instead of the banks being washed
the banks.
away in floo;d time, the land would be
The Hon. R. R. RITcHIE.--Ruined.
much improved in value. As to the debris
The Hon. E. MILLER said whethe: being deposited on either side of the river,
the river was ruined or not, the Govern- streams now often overflowed their banks
ment allowed it, in the interests of the in flood time, and the flats were turned
community. because the mining was of far into marshes.
He voted Oine wav the
O"reater value to the communitv than the other evening, and he had considered this
land was.
The communitv all consented matter, and believed that if the sub-clause
to it, and put up with it.
The same was pas1sed as it stood, it would, as the
thing had been allowed here to a large ex- Attorney-General said, stop the whole Bill
tent.
A number of dredges of all de- from going through.
The Bill had been
scriptions \\'ere working in Victoria, and well considered by a very able Minister
now the Committee were asked to pass a of Mines, who had had information from
clause which would stop all these opera- all the people connected with the mining
tions, for the other night. the Attorney- industry.
The Bill contained all the
General told the Committee that as soon as necessary safeguards which Mr. Manifold
this proposal was passed by Parliament. all wanted to insert, and if the Bill was left
mining' industry in the way of dredging as it stood, without 1\1r. Manifold's amendwould have to ceas'e.
ments. it would be all that honorable memThe Hon. W. S. ~IANIFoLD.-He does bers desired. The advisorv board, appointed
for the assistance of the Minister, would pronot understand it.
The Hon. E. MILLER said he thought tect the public. It would protect the agrinny one could understand plain English. cult~rist, and protect the rivers in all ways.
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If there was the least objection to a lease
for hydraulic sluicing being granted, application could be made to the board and the
Minister, and surely the Committee could
trust the board and the Minister to conserve the rights of all people.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that
this was a very complicated question, because honorable members were all actuated
by a desire not to put any obstacle in
the way of miners! carrying on their legit~mate occupation; but they were also desirous of protecting, so far as they possibly could, the streams of water that were
so valuable to Victoria, and that were at
present not polluted.
The streams that
were not polluted were to a very great extent at present protected by the common
law.
In the Creswick district, a very influential and powerful company carried on
operations most successfully for many years.
There was a very nice stream of pure and
unsullied water near by, and the company
sent a lot of its sludge into it. The
assistance of the Supreme Court was invoked, and an injunction was g,ranted. The
company, powerful as it was, being one of
the most successful companies in the Creswick dis~rict, was compelled to adopt
The
means not to pollute the stream.
Commit:ee had to protect as far as possible the good streams from pollution, and
at t.he same time they must endeavour, as
far as possible, to give facilities for the
carrying on of such a great industry as that
of mining.
The sub-clause referred apparently to the future~ while Mr. Manifold's amendment, which would be brought
before the Committee shortly, related to
companies already in existence.
He would
be prepared to support Mr. Manifold's
amendment to provide that nothing should
loe done 10 interfere with the operations that
were already going on suddenly, or without
an opportunity of the board having power
to grant, in the first instance, a temporary
licence to allow these pc-opk to carryon as
j hey were doing at present.
Then it would
be the duty of the board afterwaI ds to go
into the merits of E;~"ch particular application separately. and deal with each one on
its merits.
The amendment which Mr.
Cain had suggested, to leave it in the hands
of the Minister to grant the permit in the
future, was entitled to favorable consideratirm.
The object of granting that permit
was to aUow those intending to carryon
operations to go t:) work if thev made out
a prima facie case that the work could be
carried on without detriment to the lands
If they
lying on each side of the stream.
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showed that no injury would arise from
their cperations, then the Minister, ,JIl the
report of the boaro, could grant <1 permit.
That would be an amendment in the right
It might be asked how long
direction.
that permit would bst.
It would last until there was full time and full opportunity
to investigate ead1 particular claim, and i.u
see what was likely.to be the result of the
mining operati::ms carried on by each c.)mpany.
Then the 'Minister, having before
him the report of the board, ,yhich had investigated each particular case, could rieal
with the question, not of giving a temporary permit, but of giving a lease.
It
"'ould b(' a step in the right direction to
adopt }fr. Cair/s suggestion, and n~lt 10
pass sub-clause (ZA) in its present form.
The Hon. J. D. BROWN observed that
he proposed to-night to vote in a different
direction from the way he voted on Thursday night.
After listening to the discussion, and considering the question carefully
again, he had come to the conclusion that
the interests both of the land-mnlers and of
those engaged in this mining might be
safelv left under the conditions which the
Attorney "General had explained that the
clause proposed.
Peop}e who were dredging had been blamed for polluting the
rivers, but "he did not think that was always
correct.
The most flagrant instance of J.
river being polluted was probably the Loddon River in the neighbourhood of CastleIt was idle to say that pollution
maine.
was brought about entirely or in a venT
great degree in that case 'by this kind of
mining.
The river was polluted because,
in the beginning of the gold-digging period
of this country, hundreds, and probably
thousands, of acres of land that formed the
water-shed of the river had been mined
over and over again by the old diggers, and
the heavy rains at the beginning of every
winter washed down immense quantities of
debris, and gravel, arid sludge into the
river.
He did not think the river would
be in a much better condition than it was
now, if there had never been a dredging
plant started in the district.
Probably
the result of this discussion, and the bette'r
information obtained about these matters,
would induce ~1inisters in the future not to
grant dredging or sluicing licences at
all adjacent to rivers such as the
1\litchel1. River and other unpolluted
streams, because, as a matter of policy,
it would be certainly better not to
aUow such licences to be issued in those
neighbourhoods where useful lands would
He was
be destroyed for ever and ever.
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told that, as a whole, these dredging and
sluicing operations had not been at all
lucrative investments, but putting that
aspect of the case on one side altogether,
and assuming that some acres of land adjoining a clear river was· mined by hydraulic sluicing, and a payable quantity of gold
was got, the result was that whatever area
of land was sluiced was destroyed for ever
and ever. At the beginning 6f hydraulic
sluicing, it was urged by those interested
that they ,,"ould leave the land in a better
condition for fruit-growing than when they
commenced.
,\Vhat had taken place at
Campbell's Creek, in the neighbourhood of
Castlemaine, showed that this was utterl v
impossible, for the fiats which were not riCh
land~ but land which would produce, at
any rate, grass for grazing, were now merely
With the
patche3 of stone and gravel.
experience that had been obtained, he had
no fear that in the future any damage at all
would be done to land which could be
cultivated, and he was quite willing to vote
in the direction indicated bv the AttornevGeneral.
The Hon. E. J. CROOKE stated that
considerable alterations were proposed in
the clause, in the shape of new amendments
circulated bv Mr. l\Ianifold since last
Thursday night.
He supported Mr. Mani·
fold's proposals then to a large extent, because he believed it would be a very great
advantage to have these questions dealt
with by an independent board that would
be above political influence.
Of course,
there vIas room for political influence to
some extent, because the board had to be
appointed by the Governor in Council,
". hich practically meant the Minister of the
day.
He had seen instances which had
proved to him the necessity for some means
of dealing "'ith this question apart from
political influence.
Those instances were
He dared
in regard to the ~.fitchell River.
sav some honorable members had seen that
ri,;er, and knew its great capacity, and also
thi:' nature of the land on its banks. The
land consisted of rich alluvial flats, which
had been built up by the river in the course
of centuries. There were certain tributaries
of the river where the land was of a poor
r.ature, ~md contained a small percentage of
gold.
Certain parties had been very desirous of sluicing, or using dredges or some
The
other means of obtaining that gold.
inhabitants of the district had pointed out
the great rlanger of allowing those operations to go on.
Even if the small amount
of 1,000 grains to the gallon, mentioned in
the Bill, "'as permitted, it would practicJ

.
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ally mean that the sluicing would go on,
and that amount of matter would run down
to those portions of the river where the
current was not so rapid, and accumulate
there.
Then down would come a flood,
and that useless s.ilt would then be spread
over the alluvial flats on each side, and in
Vhe course of time would turn practically into
a desert what was now one of the richest and
most productive parts of the State.
The
flats there were all subdivided into the
smallest holdings probably that existed in
the country.
Seven thousand people were
living on this land, and anyone who wanted
to obtain any of it at the present time would
not get it under £50 an acre.
For the
sake of those few miserable pennyweights
up above, it would practically mean that
the whole of this land would be destroyed.
Would anybody say that dredging or sluicing
was an industry which would lnst for ever?
I t might last for ten years, or it might last
But in the soil there they had
for twenty.
a gold mine that would last for ever, and
yield more dividends than all those mining
operations put together. Mr. Luxton read a
statement to-night which, no doubt, had been
prepared with very great care, but it made
The interout a very lame case indeed.
jections of honorable members showed that
it did not interest them very deeply. The
honorable member mentioned a certain
block of inferior land, worth £3 an acre,
which had been bought up by a syndicate
and sluiced away for a certain return.
The Hon. T. LuxToN.-£6,ooo.
The Hon. E. J. CROOKE said that the
honorable member stated that practically no
damage had been done to the river by the
sluicing operations there, but a few minutes
before he asserted that that particular@ mining company would have ceased to exist had
this clause been in operation. Now it could
only have been stopped if, it pad done seriHe had seen the
ous injury to the river.
dredges . at work about Yackandandah,
and noticed that the Mitta Mitta
River was about as thick as pea
soup, although it used to be one
of the purest rivers in Victoria.
In
course of time the Murray would be affected, if these dredging operations were
If the matter was to be left
continued.
to the option of. the Minister, that honorable
gentleman would be placed in an uncomfortable position, because he was practically the
elect of the mining members in another
place.
One Minister of l\Enes was about
to gl ant certain leases to dredge the River
Mitchell, but i~ was proved that he was
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personally interested, and the Premier of
the day, Sir George Turner, had practically
to take the matter out of his hands, and
deal with it himself.
It was a public
scandal at the time, and those leases were
The same thing might occur
not granted.
in the future.
Honorable members had
great confidence in the present Minister of
Mines, and if he was to remain Minister for
all time there would be no trouble, but
so:ne biased or interested individual might
bp. appointed Minister of Mines, and therefore he would like to see an impartial board
The Attorneybrought into existence.
General said the other night that it would
never do to have a board coming between
the Minister and his authority, but that
was the present tendency of legislation.
There was a Railways Board, it was proposed to appoint a Water Supply Board;
there was a Credit Foncier Board, and there
were other boards, all appointed with a
view to do away, as far as possible, with
political influence.
He considered that a
good case had been made out for the
amendment.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE observed
that Mr Brown said dredging was not a
paying concern, whereas Mr. Luxton said it
The effect of those contradictory aswas.
:Mr.
sertions was somewhat confusing.
Luxton stated that there were 400 men
connected with dredging.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEu.-He said
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The Hon. J. M. PRATT s~ated that
so:ne honorable members seemed to argue
that the land must be protected, whatever
be:::ame of the mining industry. His sympathies were la.rgely with the men who had
been so enterprising as i'J put these dredges
on the streams to recover gold that would
otherwise have been lost for ever. If the views
of those honorable members were carried
ont, this important industry, which employed a large number of men, would be
destroyed.
Most of 01..lr streams had been
in jured in times past, and it would take a
very clever man to keep some of them from
pollution.
Every flood broughe down immens'e quantities of material in solution.
The discussion had shown the necessity of
having the Minister of :Mines present to
explain the provisions of the Bill.
With
the honorable gentleman's explanation, many
difficulties would hav·e been cleared away ..
Personally he was inclined to support f\{r.
Cain's proposal, which would meet both
sides. While he did not wish to do injury
to the agriculturists, ne felt that it was his
duty to give full consideration to the important mining interests involved.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN expressed the
opinion that if Mr. Cain's amendment was
accepted by }'v1r. Manifold, the difficulty
might be overcome.
The feeling was that
tbere should be a board, independent of all'
political influence, but no board would like
to interfere if a Minister had granted a
permit.

JAOO.

The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE said :Mr.
Luxton estimated the total number directly
and indirectly interesteri at from 40,000 to
50,000.
He (Mr. McBryde) knew an
undertaking that employed 4,500 men, perhaps it was one of the largest in Australia,
a.nd the total number connected with that
concern, directly and indirectly, was 30,000.
There must be a tremendous number of
children where those J AOO men were employed.
He could hardly follow the honorable member, although he did not wish to
He
express a doubt as to his statement.
felt strongly that the rivers of Victoria
should not be polluted on any account.
They were a trust that honorable members
ought to safeguard in every possible way.
A few streams were not worth looking after,
because they had been destroyed, but all
the other streams in the State ought to be
protected.
The question had been fairly
'well d'isc~ssed, and he hoped that Mr.
:Manifold's amendment would be carried.

The Hon. W. CAIN.-IHy view is that
the board should report to rhe ~1inister.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN said he thought
that that view ought to be adopted. The
Attorney-General had complained that :Mr.
'Manifold's amendment took matters out of
the hands of the ·Minister.
The references to New Zealand dredging were not
applicable to dredging in Victoria, because
in New Zealand most of the rivers in which,
dredging was being carried out were within
about three miles of the sea coast,
and, therefore, dredging could do little, if"
any, damag.e to the land in New Zealand ..
In Victoria. the dredging was not confined
to the beds of the streams, as in New Zealand, but tl:e banks and the fiats' were'
dredged and turned into the rivers, some of
which ran a distance of _,00 miles through
the country. Moreover, the people in New'
Zealand were not limited to the rivers for
their water supply, but could get water
from minor streams.
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The Hon. T. C. H.ARWOOD remarked
that he believed he was thoroughly unprejudiced and unbiased in the consideration
of this question, and was only actuated by a
desire to ascertain the proRer course to pursue in legislating on this subject, so as to
do no injury to the important industries
concerned-the mining industry and the agricultural and pastoral industry. He quite
sympathized with both those industries. The
question was whether the great bulk of the
dredging operations should be left under
the control of the ·Minister of Mines, or
whether the Minister sl:ould to a certain.
extent be guided by an independent 'board.
It had not been explained who were to be
the members of that board-what kind of
men would be appointed, and whether they
were to be experts. He presumed that th=y
would be men who \\'ould have no special
or strong interests, either in the support
of dredging or against it, or in favour of
tce agricultural and pastoral interests. They
ought to be unbiased. Honorable members
must assume that the board would Ibe a free
and open board, guided by a desire to 00
what was right, and to avoid hampering or
prejudicing the mining industry on the one
hand, or injuring land-owners on the other.
It was a well-known principle of common
law that, although a man had a right to
invest his money to carryon any business
or pursuit l:e liked, he must not injure his
neighbour or cause loss to ot.hers. The law
would protect any person who was injured
by any other person in carrying on his legal
occupation. After full consideration, he had
come to the conclusion that if they left the
Bill as it came from another place, as the
Minister wished it to be passed, they would
leave too much altogetl:er in the hands of
the Minister of Mines. A future Minister
of Mines might be too much biased in favour of fostering and encouraging the
dredging industry, even if the present :Minister of ·Mines was not. He thought that
sub-clause (2A), which was carried last
week, on the motion of Mr. rVIanifold,
should be allowed to remain, subject to its
amendment in the direction indicated bv
:Mr. Cain. He did not think the Ministe"r
sl:ould have any objection to that. It would
leave the Minister with quite sufficie'nt
powers to control the industry, and the pastoral and agricultural interests might then
be certain that there would be an independent authority to stand between them and
With the further
the Mines D~partment.
amendment notified by Mr. Manifold, the
provision he tad mentioned would prevent
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any undue or improper results. It was a
reasonable sol ution of the difficulty.
The Hon J. G. AIKMA~ observed that
the Legislative Council had hitherto been
regarded as the conserver of the interests of
investors and property-owners, but to-night
honorable members had been asked to do
away with hundreds of thousands of pounds
of monev that had been invested in leases
granted -by the Cro\vn. That was one of
the strangest things ever known in the history of this Chamber. The dredging industry could not be stopped. It would become one of the greatest industries this
country had ever known. Honorable members were asked to do away \"ith all responsible government, and relegate the control of the dredging industry to an irresponsible board, a principle to which the
members of this House had hitherto beeD
opposed. As Mr. Harwood had said, they
did not know of whom that board might be
composed. It might be the weakest board
in existence.
b~

The Hon. R. B. REES.-The board can
removed by Order in Council.

The Hon. J. G. AIKMAN said a board
,,'as very difficult to remove once it was established. No Minister would take tl:e responsibility of abolishing such a board unless for something very serious indeed,.
something corrupt. A great deal had been
said about the damage that was done to
land along river courses, but those honoralble members had not been speaking from
their own personal observation and experience. Ground that had been subject to
hydraulic sluicing was in many cases
nothing but a harbor for goats and vermin.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Some £30 an
acre was paid for such land the other day.
The Hon. J. G. AIKMAN said that
land was 'not ruined by hydraulic sluicing.
\He had seen on sluiced ground one of the
finest crops of lucerne and some of the best
fruit trees. Areas of such ground had been
reclaimed and cultivated.
No honorable
member was more favorable to maintaining
the purity of rivers than himself, but tl:ev
were not going the right way about accorhplish.ing that oIbject by stopping the dredg1l1g 1l1dustry. One company of which he
had knowledge had spent £35,000 during
the last four or five years, and the shareholders had not yet got any return. It was
cyaniding, and not hydraulic sluicing that
did injury to the water. In order that he
might be able to speak with authority on
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this subject, he took train ,to Wangaratta,
got a cab, and drove to the Ovens and
Buckland rivers, to see what damage had
been done. Although the water was sligl:tly
discoloured on the Saturday, on the Sunday, after it had had twelve hours to settle,
it was clearer than the water of a
great many nvers which had been
spoken of as being sweet and clean.
He thought he was as, much interested in
the land as any honorable member 'in the
House, but what land-owner, of those
who had been talking about pollution, would ever take a sheep out
of a
river in order to help the
people helow? He had seen dozens of dead
sheep, and in some cases even horses, put in
the rivers, and yet the land-owners had not
taken the trouble to remove these objects of
poll ution from the stream. These men
now came to the House, and said that our
stIeams should be kept clean.
He could
hardly conceive how a House of review
could pass a provision like that which had
been carried. The new sub-clause (2A)
provided that the business of sluicing,
dledging, hydraulic, or other mining operations should not be carried on without
th~ permit of the board, " and any such permit may at any time be suspended or cancelled bv the said board." What man in
this countrY, or any other country, would
invest money under those conditions? This
,House had been spoken of in the past as having looked after the interests of the State,
and yet here it was passing a clause "\yhich
would completely stop investors from putting money into this industry, and if they
stopped this one industry, they would at the
same time stop others. He had heard today, on the authority of one of the leading
sharebrokers, that since that amendment
was passed, a complete stop had been put
to orders for mining plant that had been in
progress. He knew of five himself.
All
these plants were bei.ng made here. This
legislation was being passed by gent1em~n
who did not know anything about the industrv that was affected.
An" HONORABLE MEMBER.-That is an
assumption.
The Hon. J. G. AIKMAN said that the
statement was based on facts, and he would
challenge 'Mr. Manifold to go over the
ground, and see the condition for himself.
As the honorable member was a fair-minded
man, he was certain that after going over
the ground, that honorable member wo.uld
admit that he was wrong, and 'would WIthdraw that amendment.
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The Han. W. H. EMBLING.-There is
only one man in the House who would do
that.
The Hon. J. G. AIKlvIAN said that Dr.
Embling, he was sorry to say, was not that
man. He hoped honorable members would
very serious 1y consider the position. The
Government had brought down provisions,
which were hard enough at any time, and
which he thought were hard when he looked
over the Bill, but the provision which had
been inserted was ten times worse. He intended to vote for the Government proposal, and he trusted that honorable members would consider the question very
seriously before casting a vote the other
way.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
from one poi~t of view he could not object
to the amendment proposed by Mr. Cain,
because it really put the power in the hands
of the :rvIinister, which he thought was the
proper thing to do. Mr. Aikman had
pointed out the objection to the position,
whether the power was to be with the Min~
ister or with the board. I t was provided in
the new sub-clause which had been added
that "any such permit may at' any time be
suspended or cancelled by the said board."
I f honorable members struck out the words,
"the said board," the permit could be cancelled by the Minister.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-On the report
of the board?
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that he
did not see that it was provided that it was
to be on the report of the board.
The
clause would provide that the business of
sluicing, dredging, hydraulic, or other mining operations should not be carried on
without the permit of the 'Minister, and anv
such permit might at any time be suspended
or cancelled by the Minister. It was hardly
reasonable to expect that mining investors
would spend large sums of money in erect~
ing plants if, after having obtained a per~
mit and a lease, the permit might be can~
celled by the Minister, without any reason
whatever being given.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Cannot it be
done now?
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that the
lease could only be cancelled if the lessee
broke his covenants, but this clause would
enable the Minister to do that, whether any
covenant was broken or not, and he thought,
therefore, that it would be better to leave
the clause as it originally stood. He con~
tended that there was sufficient protection
for the land-owner in the Bill as it was
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drawn. He would .have no objection whatever to it being provided that the mining
could not be carried on without a permit
from the Minister, after a report by the
board.
The Hon. 'V. C.<\.IN.-Would you say,
" On the report of the board " ? '.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that it
would not matter to the man who had spent
his money whether the permit was cancelled
0::1 the report of the board or not.
He proposed to test the vote of the Committee on
the question whether the words "the business
of sluicing, dredging, hydraulic, or other
mining operations shall not be carried on
without the permit of the board," should
stand part of the sub-clause. He would vote
against that, so as to see whether the Committee ,,"anted the sub-clause in at all. If
the Committee decided that that should
stand part of the sub-clause, then the next
question would be whether the board or the
::\linister would come in, but he trusted that
the Committee ,,-ould accept the Bill as it
was originally.
The Hon. J. Y. McDONALD said that
he would confess that he knew little about
dredging, but he knew something about
srudge, and the effect it had on the mines
in his district.
They had a river there
called Dutchie's Creek, and many of the
mines in the district were in the neighbourhood of that creek. The sludge was not
allowed to go into the creek, which was
thus preserved clear, and in its natural CO·1·
dition. The mine-owners built sludge darns.
There ,,-as one mine there which had fourteen acres of sludge stored, and the dam
was nearly as high as the Council chamber. That proved that the sludge difficulty
could be cured to some extent. Mr. Ritchie
had referred to mining in the neighbourhood of the Hopkins River, and had declared that that river had been destroyed.
He (Mr. :rvlcDonald) held that there was a
remedy, and an easy one, by stacking the
sludge.
The water could be filtered,
and kept pure enough to satisfy the
provision in the Bill as introduced by
the Government. He would admit that this
was a most important question. No honorable member desired to do any injustice:
either to the rr.ining or the agricultural ir.dustry, and both industries should receive
fair and equitable consideration when thi..,
question in regard to sludge was being dea It
with. The clause. should be carried in such
a way as to require mining companies to
filter the water before it was sent into the
river.
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The Hon. J.H. ABBOTT stated that
he desired to say a few words before be
gave his vote. Sub-clause (2.,A) was not satisfactory, and he thought honorable members
would agree with him that the further discussion that had taken place had thrown a
lot of light on the subject. He hoped that
such a compromise would be adopted a <;
would suit both the interests which were, to
some extent, in conflict.
Both industries
were very important ones. He happened
to be in a position to know more about one,
perhaps, than about the other j but he was
second to no one in his desire that all the
rivers that possibly could be. kept clear
should be preserved in that condition. He
hoped that something ,,,"ould be adopted
which would satisfy all parties, and he
would be prepared to vote in the way which
he thought would bring about a satisfactory
solution.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE remarked
that he knew nothing of rr.ining, and he
had hitherto not troubled honorable members with one word on this Bill. So important, in his opinion, was the question of the flvers, and the necessity
of preserving them from pollution,
that he did not want any board to interfere between the Minister and his decision, so that if, by any chance, any of our
rivers were polluted, the Minister would be
in the position to act. In the very early
days, he had seen the rivers when thev were
not polluted from their source to their entrance to the sea. The people and their
cattle had to live by the rivers, and he did
not know that any amount of gold that could
be got at the sources of these rivers would
ever compensate for their destruction. In
Great Britain, there. was no question that
engaged more attention than that of keeping all kinds of pollution out of the rivers,
and of preventing the· huge mills and manufacturing establishments frorr.' pouring their
refuse into the rivers and destroying them.
Although this dredging industry had only
been established in Victoria a few years, it
had already reached such a stage that honorable members were told that thousands of
people would be thrown out of employment
unless the clause. was' carried in the shape
desired by the Government.
Did net this
prove that if nonorable members allowed
the industry to go on now they. would be
obliged to let it go on for ever? A crisis
had now been reached, and it was fer the
Committee to decide whether this interference with our rivers and creeks was to go
on indefinitely. It would not do for them
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to hesitate. Was there a sing.le stream in
the whole of Victoria tha.t would be safe
from pollution' from its source
its outlet if this Bill were agreed to in the form
proposed by the Attorney-General? Honorable members knew very well what
He
had happened on the Loddon.
himself had seen that river' when it
was a pure stream of water, and lately,
since dredg,ing had been commenced, he
had gone to the Laanecoorie weir, and had
seen miles upon miles of mud, which was
due to nothing but the careless exercise of
power on the part of those who were supposed to' prevent the pollution of our rivers
and streams. The Committee was told the
otlier night that every ounce of gold that
was taken out of tEe mines of Victoria cost
about £4 lOS. to produce, but that if was
a tremendous advantage to the State, because it helped us to circulate our own
sovereigns. On the other hand, what was
the amount of wealth that was produced
every year from the land? Australasia as
a whole produced £28,000,000 annually
. from wool and agriculture, and Victoria's
quota of that amount was about £6,000,000.
An enormous number of people depended
upon those industrIes, and were they, with
their families and their cattle, to be compelled to drink water that was polluted by
sluicing and dredging? Let any man who
thought so g,o to the sources of the Yarra
and see what was happening there. At one
time the streams that ran into the Yarra
nl:ar Warburton were clear and bright, like
those of his native land, but nOw they were
nothing but great mud hummocks'; with
water which anyone would be afraId to
bathe in.
A species of madness took
possession of people who were hunting for
gold. Was the search for gold anything to
be compared with the value of having
plenty of beautiful rivers and fresh
streams?
In the Castlemaine district
sluicers could be seen at work breaking
down the hill-sides' with their giant nozzles,
and looking like periect devils in their
destruction of the banks of the rivers. History taught us how temporary was the
civilization of gold countries as compared
with countries that depended chiefly on
the cultivation of the soil. The gold countries of the ancient world had all disappeared. In those days people knew the
value of brig,ht streams and pure water.
W'hat did the prophet Ezekiel say?-

to

And he said unto me, Son of Man, hast thou
seen this? Then he brought me, and caused me
to return to the brink of the river.

Hon. D. Melville.
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Now, when I had returned, behold, at the
bank of the river were very many trees on the
one side and on the other.
Then said he unto me, These waters issue out
towards the east country, and go down into the
desert, and go into the sea; which, being brought
forth into the sea, the waters shall be healed.
And it shall come to pass, that every thing
that liveth, which moveth whithersoever the
river shall come, shall live; and there shall be
a very great multitude (if fish, because these
waters shall come thither; for they shall be
healed; and every thing shall live whither the
river cometh.

That was how the rivers in those days were
kept pure, and how the people remained
healthy and sound. To-night he (Mr. Melyille) had only one thing in view, and that
was to see that the River Yarra was preserved from pollution at its sources. Under
the Bill, as it was framed by the Government, there was no river in Gippsland, or
any other part of the State, which would be
free from the grasp of the gold hunter, who
would stop at nothing in order to gain his
own ends. There was nO need to suddenly
put a stop to dredging for gold, but steps
should be taken to see that it was not extended without full justification.
Let the
Minister of Mines issue any further leases
at his peril, if they destroyed the sources
of our water supply in a country where
rivers were so scarce, and where every
stream should be carefully preserved. The
conditions that existed in New Zealand,
with its swiftly-flowing rivers, were very
different from those which existed in Victoria. The vote he was about to give would
be cast with th_e object of preventing any
further destruction of our rivers and creeks,
and maintaining the beauty .and purity of
Our mountain streams. It was many years
since he read some lines which now came
back to his memory, and which the Committee might excuse him for quotingA little stream came tumbling from the height,
And struggling into ocean as it might.
Its bounding crystal frolicked in the ray,
And gushed from cliff to crag with saltless
spray.
See the rivers how they run
Through woods and meads in shade and sun,
A various journey to the deep,
Like human life to endless sleep.

The Hon. A. McLELLAN remarked that
he knew very little about mining, but with
regard to the sludge question he considered
that great care was required in order to
prevent our river flats from being covered
with silt, and to prevent the water from
being polluted. Gold-mining was certainly
a very important industry, but he did
not think it was so important that
we could afford to have good land
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covered with sludge.
It seemed to him
very bad policy that in. order to get £ 1,000
worth of gold~ a great deal more than
£I,OOO worth of land should be ruined.
He would not have taken part in the discussion at all but that the Attorney-General had singled out Mr. Evans and himself 'because they thought fit last week to
,"ote in a certain direction. The honorable
gentleman was naturally anxious that the
Bill should be carried through as it came
from the Assembl y, and therefore spoke
with some annoyance. The argument used
against Mr. Evans and himself was that
tcey voted to put 1,000 men out of work.
The Attorney-General should haye known
that both ~Ir. Evans and himself had in the
past voted against the expenditure of money
in carrying out works wherever they believed
that the expenditure was not justified, and
was not in the best interests of the community. Apart from that, he (Mr. :McLelIan) considered when he came into this
House that he was at liberty to yote in any
way he thought proper, and in the interests
of the public. In his opinion, ?\Ir. ~lani
fold's proposals. if carried into effect, would
The Comnot stop dredging altogether.
mittee had it on the authority of their fellow member, M r. Irvine, than whom probably no one in the Chamber knew more
about gold mining, that it was possible to
construct settling pits. Dredging could, therefore, go on in the future as it had done in
the past. The other evening Mr. Cussen
point.ed out that one of our rivers ran
through about 300 miles of agricultural land,
and that there were between fifteen and
twenty trusts along the course of that
river who were pumping water from it.
Surely honorable members would not think
of allowing that river to be polluted in order
For his part, he
to gain a little gold.
hoped that Mr. Manifold's amendments
would be adhered to, although it might be
possible to alter the sub-clause in the manner
suggested by Mr. Cain.
The .Hon. J. BALFOUR observed that
1\1r. Melville had spoken as though the object of this Bill was to interfere with and
to pollute the rivers. The very purpose of
the measure, however" was to give the Minister a control which he never possessed before. Mr. Melville referred specially to
the Yarra.
N ow:, during the refreshment
hour, he (:\1r. Balfour) had a conversation
with the Minister of Mines, who he was
very sorry was not invited to explain the
Bill in this Chamber.
He (Mr. Balfour)
was not present when the decision on that
point took place, otherwise he would have
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strongl y supported the proposal that the
:\linister should be asked to attend in the
Council Chamber. The Minister told him
that the Yarra itself was an instance in
which, if the Bill was passed into law, the
pollution of the water would be prevented.
At present the Minister had control over
mining leases, but he had no control over
the holders of miners' rights, who joined
together and carried on sluicing operations
on the 'C pper Yarra.
The Minister was
quite unable to stop it. If this Bill was
passed into law, however, the Minister
would have the power to say, You are
polluting this river, and we shall stop it."
Another point mentioned by the Minister of
:\Iines \yas that the very first thing that
\yould be done as soon as this measure was
passed ,,-ould be to commence inve'stigating
the state of all the rivers and streams in the
country. Provision was made that the Goyernor'" in Council might, from time to time,
exempt certain rivers or streams from the
operation of the sludge clauses. In order to
do that, the board must report on all the
streams and rivers, so that the Bill as proposed by the Government would do the very
thing which M(: Melville said it ought to do.
A good deal of confusion seemed to have
arisen as to what the Committee were discussing now.
It was a question practicallv whether this was to be a board to ad"is.€: the Minister, or a board to control the
:JIinister and the whole industry.
The
amendment that Mr. Cain had suggested
was a gOOd amendment on the whole, except that it would retain the proviso that a
permit could be suspended or cancelled at
any time. That proviso was putting a most
:outrageous r-ontr'or jn the hands of the
b01rd.
The Minister of ~i1nes had already privately explained to him such
thing~ as nad made him see that this board
'would be of great value as an advisory
boara to the ?\Ijnister, and he regretted that
the Committee could not ba\-e the Minister
present.
The Hon. J. i\l. DAVIES moved his
amendment in the following form:H

That the following words be struck out of the
sub-clause-" The business of sluicing, dredging,
hydraulic, or other mining operations shall not
be carried on without the permit of the."

The Committee divided on the question
that the words pIOposed to be omitted stand
part of the sub-clauseAyes
20
Noes
]1
Majority against 1'.1r. Davies'
amendment . . .
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AYES.

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Cain
Mr. Crooke
Mr. Cussen
Sir Henry Cuthbert
Mr. Evans
Mr. Harwood
Mr. Irvine
Mr. Little
Mr. Manifold
Mr. McBryde

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

McDonald
McLellan
Melville
Payne
Pearson
Rees
Ritchie

Tellers.
Mr. Baillieu
Dr. Embling
NOES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Aikman
Balfour
Brown
Davies
Edgar
Pitt
Pratt

Mr. Sachse
Mr. Sternberg

Tellers.
Mr. Luxton
Mr. Miller

The Hon. W. CAIN movedThat "board" (line 3) be omitted, and the
following words inserted :-" Minister, after reo
port bv the board to the Minister."

The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD stated
that although personally he very much preferred to 1130 ve the power in the hands of
the board, he thought it would be more in
consonance with the feeling of the Committee jf he agreed to :Mr. Cain's amendment.
The amendment was agIeed to.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES movedTh~t the following words be omitted from the
sub·clause :-" and any such permit may at any
time be suspended or cancelled by the said
board."
. .

The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD expressed
the opinion that it would be absolutely necessary for the purposes for which he and
those with him had been striving to retain
these words, whether the Committee agreed
afterwards or not to adopt Mr. Cain's suggE'stion to· substitute "Minister" for
" Board."
The fact that this permit coulQ be actually suspended at any
time by the 'Minister upon the recommendation of the board would have a most 'wholesome effect on the way in which this mining would be carried out.
If the persons engaged in it knew that their permits
could be suspended at any time if they did
not carry out the spirit of the Act it would
tend to keep them in order.
The Ron. J. M. DAVIES stated that
these words, if retained, would have a
most disastrous effect upon this industry.
The Hon. 1- BALFOUR said surely
there would be power under the lease for
the lease to be suspended at once, but it
would be wrong to say t~at the :Minister
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could arbitrarily on the recommendation of
the board suspend at once a lease that had
been granteCl ,,,hen thousands of pounds
had been spent.
An
HONORABLE MEMBER. - Suspend
the permit.
'The Hon. J. BALFOUR said suspending the permit practically meant suspending the lease.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
the way the Bill was amended, the' lease
was not worth a farthing without the permit, so that. the cancelling of the permit
meant practically cancelling the lease.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said the
lease did not Gontain provisions so far as he
was aware about the amount of sludge or
mineralized water that could be discharged
into the stre,am, so that it was absolutely
necessary to give this power. The permit would specify in what way the mining
was to be carried on, and if those engaged
in it ceased to carry it on carefully in regard to sludge or mineralized water, the
provision for suspension would come in. The
provision did the mining company no
harm, but limited it to carrying on Us
operations in the way specified in the permit.
The Hon. E .. J. CROOKE asked if the
Attorney -General desired that once a permit had been granted it should remain for
all rime?
The Hon. J. 1\1· DAviEs.-No, certainly not. The honorable member could
not have read palagraphs (a), (b), and (c)
of sub-clause (3).
The Hon. E. J. CROOKE said that the
permit might be granted to a company that
had been working for some time and where·
the effect might be disastrous. It was necessarv to have some power to cancel it. The
board might consider that the operation
being carried on under the permit was injurious.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU said that
t.he lessee had to carry out the covenants OT
else his le'ase would be forfeited. The lease
must hang on the conditions required by
the Bill, and if the lessee did not perform
those conditions his lease was voided.
The Committee divided on the question
that the words proposed to be omitted stand
part of the sub-clauseAyes
12
Noes
18
Majority for the amendment
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Mr. Cain
Mr. Cussen
Sir Henry Cuthbert
Dr. Embling
Mr. Harwood
Mr. Little
Mr. :Manifold

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Abbott
Aikman
Baillieu
Balfour
Davies
Edgar
Irvine
Luxton
McDonald
McLellan

AVES.
Mr. McBryde
Mr. Payne
Mr. Pearson
Tellp,rs.
l\fr. Crooke

Mr. Evans
NOES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Miller
Pitt
Rees
Ritchie
Sachse
Sternberg

Tellers.
Mr. Brow'1.
Mr. Pratt

The Hon. W. S. l\iANIFOLD moved
that the following words be added to subclause (ZA):Every person carrying on such busine.ss at the
commencement of this Act shall, within thirty days
after the notice in the Government Gazette of
the appointment of such board, apply to' the
Minister for a permit tQ carryon such business.
And nothing in this Act contained shall prevent
any such person from continuing to carryon
such business from the commencement of this
Act until the Minister shall have granted or refused to grant a permit; an? the Minister may,
in his discretion, grant a temporary permit to
any such person for such period as may, in the
opinion of the Minister, be reasonably required
to enable such person to comply with any order
of the Minister.

The amendment was agreed to.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that he
thought some of the other amendments
would ,require alteration, in consequence
of the detenmination of the Committee, and
it was better that time should be given to
consider the necessary alterations. He the'refore begged to moveThat progress be reported.

The motion was agreed to, and progress
was reported.
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
(No·4)·
This Bill was received from the Legislative Assembly, and, on the motion of the
Hon. J. M. DAVIES, was read a first
time.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved the
second reading of the Bill, which he said
was an ordinary Supply Bill, and contained
nothing but the necessary supplies for the
ordinary services of the year.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT remarked
that he had looked over the items in the
schedule accompanying the' Bill, and it

lYew l.l1embe'l'.

seemed to him that they were all in perfect
order, and only provided for the payment
of the Sta'te creditors for the next two
months. He thought the House would do
well to pass this Bill.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and 'waSt aftenvards passed through its
remaining stages.
The House adjourned at five minutes
past ten o'clock.
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The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock.
NEW MEMBER.
Mr. W. H. Irvine was introduced and
sworn as member for the electoral district
of Lowan.
The SPEAKER (addressing l\fr. Irvine)
said-On behalf of this House, I desire to
say how pleased we are to see you back
among us, restored in health) and evidently
gleatly benefited by your trip. We mark
with very great pleasure the honour that
has been paid to you in the old land, which
has recognised your merits as we do here.
I need hardly say that we hope that you
will grace this House for many years, and
assist it \vith your valuable advice.
Mr. IRVINE.-Mr. Speaker, I know
that the House extends indulgence to a new
member. I have only to say that I thank
you, sir, very cordially for the kind words
which, on behalf of the House, you have
addressed to me.
STATE SCHOOL TEACHERS BILL.
Mr. MACKEY moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend and consolidate the
law relating to State school teachers.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read
a first time.
Subsequently,
~Ir. MACKEY presented a message from
His Excellency the Governor, recommending that an appropriation be made from the
consolidated revenue for the purposes of
a Bill to amend and consolidate the law
relating to State school teachers.
The House having gone into Committee
to consider the message,
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Mr. MACKEY movedThat it is expedient that
made from the consolidated
poses of a Bill to amend
law relating to State school

an appropriation be
revenue for the purand consolidate the
teachers.

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution was reported to the House and
adopted.
'VATER COM~IISSION
BILL.
~Jr. S"VIN BURNE moved for leave to
introduce a Bill to ratify an indenture made
between the Ballarat ""~ ater Commissioners,
the Governor of the State of Victoria. and
the Board of Land and Works.
.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill ,ras then brought in, and read a
first time.
BALLARAT

:MELBOURNE

HARBOR TR"CST
BILL.
Mr. BENT presented a message from
His Excellency the Governor, recommending that an api:n-opriation be made from the
consolidated revenue for the purposes of a
Bill to alter the constitution of the Mel·
bourne Harbor Trust, and also to transfer to the reconstituted trust the powers of
the i\Iarine Board of Victoria.
The House having gone into Committee
to consider the message,
~h. BENT movedCONSTITOTIO~

That it is expedient that an appropriation be
made from the consolidated revenue for the purposes of a Bill to alter the constitution of the
Melbourne Harbor Trust, and also to transfer
to the reconstitutecl trust the powers of the
Marine Board of Victoria.

The motion. was agreed to, and the resolution was reported to the House and
adopted.
Authority being given to Mr. Bent and
Mr. E. H. Cameron (Evelyn) to introduce
a Bill to carry out the resolution,
:Mr. BENiT brought up a Bill" to alter
the constitution of the Melbourne Harbor
Trust, and also to transfer to the reconstituted trust the powers of the Marine
Board of Victoria," and moved that it be
read a first time.
The motion was agreed to, and the Bin
was reJ.d a first time.
ESTIMATES.
M r. BENT presented a message from
His Excellency the Governor, transmitting
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for
the year 1904-5, in lieu of the Estimate of
Expenditure for the first three months of
th.~ year 1904-5, transmitted on the 5th
Jul y, 19 0 4, and 7th September, 19°4.
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THE BUDGET.
The House having resolved itself into
Committee of Supply,
~1r. BENT (who was received with
cheers) proceeded to submit the financiJ.l statement for the year. He saidI am the fourth Treasurer ,vho has
appeared here since Federation took place.
The first Treasurer was my honorable
I refriend, Sir Alexander Peacock.
member the honorable member stating
that, as Treasurer, he ,,-as like :Moses when
the candle" went out-in the dark.
The
same remark was made by my friend, Mr.
Shiels, who, I regret to say, is ill.
That
honorable gentleman took a great interest in
the office he held, and did a wonderful
work, and I wish to-day to express mv extreme regret for his illness.
Then there
was my friend, Mr. Irvine.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-He has joined
the" Victorian Eleven."
Mr. BENT.-\Ve are all pleased', I am
sure, to see the honoIable member present
here to-day, and in such good health. Then I
come, as the fourth Treasurer. The remark
,,,hich Sir Alexander Peacock made with
regard to the Commonwealth applies to-day
equally as well as when the honorable member used it.
We have handed to the Commonwealth three-eighths of our income. It
has almost uncontrolled power to the extent of one-quarter of that revenue. Honorable members will consequently und'erstand the difficulty that presents itself to
anybody holding the position which I do
to-day in trying to lay before the people of
this country our exact financial position,
considering that the cream has been taken
off, and that we have to go in all directions
to try to get a few pounds here and there
for the purpose of carrying on the State.
Vlith regard' to what is spoken of as the
" Braddon blot" in the Federal Constitution, I may say that the State Treasurers
are to hold a meeting.
My friend, Mr.
Irvine, was present at one meeting of the
Premiers of the States, but they were too
strong for him.
I observe now, however,
that the State Treasurers everywhere are
pointing out to the people in their respective States the absolute necessity of having
some knowledge, at any rate, as to the
amount of money that the Federation is to
be allowed to eX'pend.
I purpose making
one at that meeting, to see if we cannot
possibly come to some understanding, so
that we shall know exactly the amount of
money the Commonwealth' is to be allowed'
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to spend.
When Sir William Lyne started
his administration he had views of establishing an additional Public' Works Department.
I need hardly point out to honorable members that to-day the Federation is
making a large expenditure in that direction. Vie have offices for this work already,
and the Federation is in some cases doubling these offices, with the result that there
is very heavy expenditure-more, at any
rate, than we know ,of until the last moment.
On this o:casion I have distributed three
papers, which, I think, will simplify the
work of honorable members.in following the
The first paper shows
Budget statement.
the whole of the proposed expenditure, the
loan funds, the trust fund's, the abstract
of revenue and expenditure, an analysis of
the estimated expenditure, the public account, the interest payable, the loans redeemed, the loans redeemable, the public
debt and interest, apportioned to their respective services, the yearly account of the
railways with the Treasury inclusi\'e of
loan moneys. loan receipts and expenditure,
loan expenditure of previous years, particubrs of fioat'ing conversion loan, loan redemption fund, farm settlements, Land Sales by
Auction Fund, Railways Stores Suspense
Account, sundry debts owing to the Treasury, arrears due on land selections, income
tax, and reports of the ~lines Department,
Water Supply Department, and Savings
Banks. My object in distributing these
papers is that honorable members, while I
am making my statement, will only find it
necessary to turn oYer one paper after the
other in order to follow what I say and see
the figures to which I refer while speaking.
Another paper which I have distributed is
one giving particulars of pensions, with the
name of each pensioner, the amount of
pension, the age of the pensioner, and eyen'thing that is necessary to show exactly wh~t
our pension system comes to.
I have also
distributed a' statement containing partiClllars of travelling expenses and sick pay.
so that when I come to that quest:on hono.rable members will have no difficulv in seeing exactly what the amount is. In another
statement honorable members have particulars as to revenue and expenditure. That
also is in a yery cOll\'enient form, and I
think I can say with fairness that honorable
members will' have very little difficulty in
following me \rhen I co~e to deal with that.
I stated that Sir Alexander Peacock remarked that he \\'as in the dark as Treasurer.
I will, a little later on, draw attention to several matters which, I think,
J
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will show honorable members that the difficulties which presented themselves to Sir
Alexander Peacock as Treasurer of the
State have not been removed to-day. 'When
I come to that branch of mv statement I
shall try to show how li1~el v a Treasurer is to be deceived, no matter
/tow careful and co:npetent he may be.
Without harping too strongly on the position
of affairs, I shall endeavour in a few sentences, to show exactly the position we were
i't1 when the Irvine Ministry started a couple
(If years ago. We had. percentage de·
ductions, and we had short time on the railways, but we never dismissed a single man,
nor did we reduce any salary, whilst, at the
same time, we made no fresh appointments.
The fact that we made no new appointments is one of the reasons why all these
troubles have passed away and been forgotten. We cannot forget that we had the
drought. I remember, when I went to hear
the late Premier, at Nhill, seeing the farmers
coming in, with bags of cockey's chaff tied
round the horses' necks.
All this has
passed away, and I am happy to say that
to-day I will be able to tell honorable. members a better tale. I am not going to praise
up everything, but in a fair and proper way
I shall be able to show that there are still
Notwithstanding that,
difficulties ahead.
we have straightened the finances, and we
are now, I think] on fair ground.
The
struggles that the people underwent, and
the sorrows and troubles they passed
through, enable them the better to appreciate the position we are now in. As members are aware, some two months ago, I
pointed out that we would have a surplus
of over £5°0,000. Sorr.e members, some
of the ,,' Victorian Eleven "-and I see one
nodding his head now-said we would not
get this amount.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-I did not say
it.
Mr. BENT.-I did not say that
the honorable member said it, but I
know who did say it, and I know that a
gentleman in another place, who is a high
financial authority, or thinks he is, said,
"Where are the sovereigns?"
Another
lot said, "We.ll, if he has got them, what is
he going to do with them?" Members now
admit that we' ha ve the sovereigns,
and through their consideration, and
consideraJion of a business character,
they were ·able to show how this
. money \vas to be expended. I venture to say, now that the Surplus Re\;enue Bill is passed, that every section of
J
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the community got fair consideration under
it, and, to-day, I think it is admitted on
all hands that that measure was not introduced for party purposes, but to rr.eet general wants, and has done a great deal of
good, and created a great deal of confiThe amount I
dence in this State.
stated at first was .£500,000, but it went
on increasing until we got to, nearly
£600,000. Although the Auditor-General
has not yet certified to the amount, still it
will be found, within a few pounds, to
come out as I indicated. This brings me
to the Budget delivered by my friend,
the honorable member for LawanI should say, my honoured predecessor.
He brought down his Budget on
the 6th October, 1903, and in that Budget
he forecast, for the information of honorable members, that the revenue. for the
financial year 1903-4 (including a sum of
£193,967 brought forward from the previous year) would amount to £7,152,158.
The actual revenue, received for the yearincluding £I94,659 brought forward-was
£7,5°8,25°, or an increase of £356,°921.
He estirr.ated the expenditure under special
appropriations as £2,846,II2, and under
votes as £4,262,2I4, making a total of
£7,108,326, and leaving an estimated surplus balance of £43,832. I remembered
about the candle being out, and I waited as
long as I could, but thanks to Sir George
Turner, who was kind' enough to give me
information, I can come down to-day \vith
a pretty accurate account of how \ve are
likely to stand. Two months ago he reported to me that we would be £rr6,000
short from the Commonwealth this year.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-As corr.pared
with last year.
Mr. BENT.-Yes, as compared with
last year. But we had a windfall in the
shape of sugar duties, held for some time.
He now says that he will hand over to me
£5°,000. Only the other day, he pointed
out that he could put another £30,000 on,
and, consequently, instead of £rr6,000
short, I shall be only a little over
£33,000 short. By postponing my Budget
to the present time, I am enabled to give
honorable members as near an approximation as possible, in placing before them the
actual eXDenditure under special appropriations as £2,896,349, and under votes
as £4,OI8,644, rr.aking a total expenditure
for I903-4 of £6,914,993 j this, taken from
the total revenue of £7,5°8,25°, leaves a
surplus in the year's accounts of £593,257·
This amount will not be definitely fixed un-
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til the Auditor-General has finally completed
his audit of the accounts of the year, but
I
do not anticipate a variation of
morc than a few pounds in the
amounts now submitted t~ the Committee.
When explaining to the House the Surplus
Revenue Bill, I estimated that the surplus
would probably amount to £57I,II4j of
that sum, £540,205 was appropriated by
the Surplus Revenue Act j leaving under
section 4C of that Act a sum' of £30,909,
to be fu-:;:ther dealt with by Parliament.
That sum is now approximately increased
to £53,°52. To this sum I intend to add
the £8,252 14s. Iod., taken from Act No.
1622-it not being required-which members, by section 2 of the Surplus Revenue
'Act, enabled me to deal with-thus increasing the amount to £6I,304, and this
I intend to ask the House to deal with by
a separate Bill very shortly.
Having
briefly stated the gross results, I would ask
honorable members to follow me in explaining how these results were arrived at. At
this stage, allow me to make a few observations regarding some of the items in the
Surplus Revenue Act.
The first item was
£I50,000 towards paying our debts, and
which reduced our interest by £6,000 per
annum. That was a very good thing to
do, and I think that is admitted on all
hands.
Not only did we pay that money,
but I was enabled to pay the sum earlier
than otherwise would have been the case,
and we were enabled to make a saving of
£1,200 besides.
I now come to the
£30,000 that we set apart for roads. Some
of the municipalities stated that this Government have not been as liberal as some
I want to show that
other Governments.
such is not the case. Under the present
system of allotment, according to our law,
some of the richest shires who can raise
most money get the most, and the consequence is that many poor shires are unable
to get anything at all. By inquiries in the
Public Works Department, we were enabled
to give some shires and most of the old
shires, where roads are now out of repair,
something,' and by that means to assist the
farmers.
The next item is £30,000 for
mining, which was a good object.
I find
from mv honorable colleague, the :Minister
of ).{ines, that large applications have been
made for assistance.
Our desire is that
the money should be expended on fair and
proper lines. The next item was for water.
I see my honorable colleague, the Minister
of Water Supply, sitting opposite me. He
has alwayS' been at me for money for water,
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and I am bound to say that, in the many
plans he placed before me, he showed towns
that were short of water, and in one case,
namely, Sunbury, that there was really
little or no water.
I see a friend of mine
over there smiling, and I take that as an
indication that he was, pleased with our
action. I now want to draw attention to
an item, a very small qne, but one which
has had a wonderful effect-that isl the sum
of £1,5°0 for the survey of the Tooleybuc
The proposal was made to
water scheme.
me by gentlemen who had travelled in that
locality, and by officers in the Lands Department, to see if we could get the water
at Tooleybuc, because we have 500,000
acres of land there as good as any at MilI thought I was justified on the
dura.
strength of that, and I asked for a s'um
of money" and members were good enough
to say yes.
We sent engineers to TooleyIn speakbuc, and what has happened?
ing on this \vater question, I am pleased
to see the honorable member for Lowan
He will recognise the plan I have
here.
here.
I remember the speech the honorable member made, and all members lIIlust
recollect that speech,
and recognise
how closely in the Bill, brought in
by
the Minister of Water Supply,
we
have
followed
the
lines
laid
down by the honorable member for
Lowan at that time. The honorable member for Lowan was the only Premier of
the lot who brought down a Bill, and carried out the promise he made.
That promise has been well and faithfully kept up
by the present Government, p,nd it is admitted on all hands that the Minister of
'Vater Supply, in moving the second reading
of that Bill, made one of the best spee,ches
ever made on the water question. We had
a great Conference of Premiers at Corowa,
and on everv occasion we heard of the
wasted \yater passing down to South Australia-water which might be impounded,
and be used to raise fine farms, orchards,
and vineyards, and for the purpose of intense culture.
~Ir. GRAHAM.-It is ru~ming to \yaste
now.
i\-Ir. BEXT.-YeS', it is running to waste.
I was under the impression that, when we
got Federation, one of the greatest things
was that this water question would be dealt
with on fair lines, and, instead of this
waste bejng allowed, we would have the
water to use for the purpose of doing good
to the State, and not only to this State,
but to other States.
v\That do we find?
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What happened in South Australia the
other night?
I had t\yO or three papers
sent over to me, marked with great big
thick lines, not the usual blue lines, but
~:eat big lines, suggestive of death, showing what would happen if we went on with
the Tooleybuc scheme.
I observe that the
South Australian Parliament sent some
one along the Murray to discover what \ve
were doing.
We were purloining the
water; we were stealing it.
A wonderful debate took place, and the Goverl1lIIlent
actually placed £1,000 on the Estimates
to engage counsel in South Australia and
here.
Well, what is to come through
their firing cracke7s, burning blue lights,
It has no effect
or throwing up rockets?
on me, not the slightest.
Mr. W ARDE.-Call out the cadets.
Mr. BENT.--Yes, the St. KlIda cadets.
I do not want to talk war; I do not want
those cadets to come out at this stage. Coming back to the Tooleybuc scheme, I am informed that if \'ve made an excavation there
the water would onlY come over when the
river is in flood, anl that is the water that
goes to waste. Just fancy the flood waters
that are really running t.o the sea-they are
going to spend £1,000 to stop us from diverting those waters On to 500,000 acres of
land, to give sustenance to man, woman.
and beast. I understand that it is intended
before long to have a Conference of Premiers, and I am informed that it will be
necessary for us, notwithstanding F ederation, to show that we are whole-hearted in
this matter and determined to obtain our
rights. We do not want to interfere with
South Australia; we do not want to take
?ur neighbours' land, nor anything belongmg to them, but we want the flood waters
of the Murray, the great waters that come
from our own mountains, the water from the
snow that melts on our own mountains. We
say that we should have the right to the use
of that ,vater for the Tooleybuc or any
other scheme. I do not knm~ how man~'
places we have taken this wa.ter from. but
It appears that the authorities in' South
Australia were asleep until the Toolevbuc scheme came up, and now thev
are going to buy some of these Chines'e
crackers and fire awav. Members know
what I mean. I do i10t want it to be
thought that I am makjng more of this than
I oug-ht to.
The gentleman who initiated
this scheme is 11\)W in the House, and will
give his advice, and do all he can to assist
us in coming to a legal decision and in
dealing with t~1is matter in accordance with
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the wishes of the people, for it is not a
party question, hut one of a national character. I cqngratulate the Minister of Water
Supply in having such a helper here.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-He will want
all the assistance possible.
Mr. BENT.-I feel quite sure, from
what I know and what I read, th:lt those
who are now opposing the vVater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill will find it
to their advantage to support it. It is true
that there are a certain number of people
li~e those in the old days who said, "We
wlll. take the money, and never pay it back
agam j while foreign capital is being distributed let us have a little of it."
Our
determination is, as I said at Brighton,
that the people who get the water must pay
for it just as the people who get water from
the Yan Yean and the Coliban have to
pay for it. I feel sure that those who take
an interest in this matter, and have an
ea~'nest desire .to do what is right, will not
shlE:ld. themselves behind any technicality,
but wIll come out and assist us in this great
work: I think it would perhaps be taking
a hberty with members if I said
Inany more on the ouestion now.
telligent men, like the members of the
Chamber, know all' about it and this
simple reference to it is 'an indication of the feeling the Government have
and in which I am sure honorable member~
will acquiesce. The next item is £60,000
for the Central Railway Station. I am
very sorry that they are so slow in getting
out the plans. Honorable members will
observe that only two or three days ago
£500 a foot was given for a piece of land
opposite the station. We have not got the
same depth, but still this price is an indication of the value of the land on which the
station is to be erected.
I said when the
Bill was 'under consideration, th~t the land
was worth £200 a foot, but this recent
sale is an indication that it is worth more.
The new sub-way is now open, and it is
a pl,easure and a comfort to the passengers.
I WIll now pass on to the University. Members will rec?llect that we passed £10,000
towards paymg off the debt in connexion
with the University, but I am not going
to refer any more to the manner in which
that debt was contracted.
In addition to
that sum, we passed £12,000 towards erecting buil?ings and a sum for mining
and agnculture. I am pleased to think
that lUr. Higgins., one of our leading lawyers, was good enough to come
to me and say, "Although I am not
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of the same 12olitics, I am quite sure
y?U will receIve from me, 111 the
kll1dest manner possible, £1,000 towards
t.be University." I think this speaks well
for Mr. Higgins, for the fact of his subsc~ibing this money will give life and
stullulus to that institution. I find also that
Sir Henry VV rixon, to his credit, is giving
£600 j . Mrs. Bowen is giving £500;
jlr.
SImon
Fraser £100; and so
the money is rolling in. I trust that before
long the Universitv will be able to claim
the sum we have -'placed in the Act. We
did not forget the Working Men's College-an institution that is doing a great
and noble work. We placed £4,000 in the
Act. to erect buildings, and £1,000 for
eqll1pment. I am pleased to learn that
they are going on with the buildings, and I
feel sure, from what I ,have heard, that this
will be one of our leading educational establishments. I think I will refer to onlv
one or two others. We placed the sum of
'£JO,OOO in the Act for workmen's ,homes,
and I am happy to inform honorable
members that the Minister of Lands has
expended nearly all this money. \Ve owe
thanks toO ?\Ir. 'Jielville, a .men.ber of
another place, for he was able to point out
where land in Brunswick could be obtained,
and we went out there and purchased it.
yv e have lots of applicants for the land j
111 fact we have a tremendous number of
~pplicants for it, and if we had £100,000
lllste2d of .£ 10,000 to spend, we would
have all the blocks taken up. This shows
conclusively that we did not forget
the thrifty labourer. We also pI aced
£12,000 in the Act to finish the Public
Library, and that was received with very
great satisfaction by the people interested.
The surplus has had the effect of doinrl"
a great cleal of good to all sorts ana con~
ditions of men and women in this community. The first and largest factor with
a Treasurer, in shO\ving a surplus or bringing down a deficit, is the railways. If honorable members will turn to Statement NO.1,
page 2, they will observe that the revenue
from the railways was £3,4I7,OII, or
£, 197,0 II over the estimate of revenue.
The expenditure was :-Working expenses,
.£ 1,882, 552 j salaries of Commissioners,
£6,500 j interest on loans and expen5c~,
£1,516,910 j giving a total of £3,405,962,
01 £78,298 under the estimate of expenditure, the railways thus giving me £275,3°9
towards my estimated surplus. Honorable
members will be good enough to observe
that the difference in these figures-that is,
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revenue

and

£3,405,96~ of expenditure, is £II,049,

and that is the profit that the Railways Commissioners may claim that they have nlade
in their efforts to make both ends meet.
The Railways Commissioners, in their balance-sheet, show a different result, but our
figures are based on the actual cash transactions. I think that honorable members will
agree with me that this is a fairly satisf.ac ..
tory result, and if the interest charges t6 the
rail\vavs had not been increased by some
£23,0~0 by an alteration, in connexion with
the recent conversion, in the dates for the
payment of interest from 1St July, 1904 (t'hat
is this financial year), to 1St April, 1904~
(that is last financia! year), this _credit
would have been further increased oy that
amount.
Now, I think I hear honorable
members
say,
"This
surplus
as
regards the railways of £II,049 is not the
amount set out in the Budget papers."
It certainly is not.
I have given you
the Railways Commissioners' view of the
question. In our Treasury account we deduct from the receipts the amount transfened to the Railway Accident Fund,
£16,768, 'and add to the working expenses,
pensions, and gratuities £1°4,522, bringing out the debtor balance of £110,241,
shown on Statement No. 1 of the Finance
Papers. Now, in connexion. with the Railway Department, I have been giving, of
course, the CommissionerS" view, but I am
strongly of opinion that as it has been shown
that the amount of money that they derive
from thE! carriage of wheat and the carriage
of coal pays them, the State should not be
called upon to give them the sums of money
that we have been giving to them every
year.
Several HONORABLE MEMBERs.-Hear,
hear.
Mr. GRAHAM.-They admit that there is
a profit on that traffic.
Mr. BENT.-Yes. They admit that it
pays. But under the section of our Railways Act dealing with that matter, I can't
help myself. It is provided by the Act that
where the Government ask the Commis:
sioners to do a certain thing, as a matter of
policy, the Government must pay for it, and
that is the reason why this item appears
here, although, in my opinion, as I have
said, I beli~ve that it should be debited to
the Railway Department itself.
I also
think that pensions and gratuities should be
debiteH to the Commissioners. If the railways were a private concern, there is no
doubt whatever that pensions and gratuities
Session 1904.-[i4]

would be debited as part of the expenditure,
and I do not see why the Railways Commissioners should be relieved from it. However, I am giving honorable members both
views. I may say at this stage that the
Railway Department has on all occasions
given trouble to the man who has been innocent enough to accept the position of 1'vIinister of Railways or Treasurer.
I anl informed that on a particular occasion, when
the then Treasurer, Sir Alexander Peacock,
was going to deliver a speech, he discovered
just before he did so that he had a great
deficiency in the Railway accounts of that
year, although he had been led to believe,
almost up to the very moment when he made
the speech, that there was a balance in his
favour.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-Hear, hear.
Mr. BENT.-Ever since I was charged
b.y Mr. Irvine with the duties of Minister of
Railways, I have a1ways been at the Commissioners about finance. I have never believed in the style of railway finance that
has been adopted. Honorable members
will recollect that I drew a$tention to the
derelict engines, and to sundry other things
that were put down to capital account, that
should not have been. Even to-day I have
no hesitation in saying that I believe that if
we were to go carefully into these accounts
they would show, at any rate, a debit inBut I am giving the
stead of a credit.
Committee word for word whal Mr. 'fait
and his brother Commissioners say, and
possibly the public may consider what he
says of more importance than what I say~
Nevertheless, I say again that every Minister of Railways I have known for the last
twenty years has sacrificed his name
through being connected with those railways.
Leoking back through that list of Ministers from the top to the bottom, I do not
know a single man who has not suffered,
myself included, by' the actions of the Railways Commissioners.
i.fr. PRENDERGAST.-And yet you propose
to pass a Bill extending their powers.
Mr. BENT.-My honorable friend is
spoiling my speech. Does it follow that
because I have placed a Bill on the tableLI am looking at my honorable friend opposite (Sir Alexander Peacock). I think he is
responsible for that Bill, and there is no
doubt, I believe, that the people of this
ccuntry will expect the House to give these
powers to the Commissioners. I think the
people of this country will give them these
powers.
Mr. BROMLEy.-\Vill they?
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Mr. WATT.-You try it.
Mr. BENT.-They say they will not have
political patronage.
Mr. KEAsT.-Th~ Commissioners have
quite enough power now.
Mr. BENT.-And consequently politicians will have to submit to the' will of the
whole of the people.
Mr. GAUNSoN.-The will of Mr. Tait,
you mean.
Mr. BENT.-The will of the great
people.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Who are
"the great people"?
Mr. BENT.-" The great people" are
our constituents. My constituents know
that I do 110t believe in the Commissioners.
I told :Mr. Speight when he came here that
I did not believe in Commissioners. I did
not then, and I never will, believe in Commissioners, because I say that our own men.
elected to Parliament are quite as good as
anyone outside.
Mr. KEAsT.-Then why should the Commissioners have more power?
Mr. BENT.-rI believe, as I said just
n~w, that the people of this country will
~tIlI go for Commissioners.
However, that
IS not part of my speech to-day, beyond the
fact that I want to draw attention to this
aspect of the question, and I want to do Sir
~lexan~er Peacock the credit of saying that
It was In consequence of his failure down
~t the Railways that he had opprobrium cast
upon him as a financier.
,Sir ALEXANDER PEAcoCK.-I took my
gruel.
Mr. BENT.-I am not going to take
my gruel, because I am watching them
closel y, and I ',,,ill not allow anything' as
Treasurer unless I know .all about it.
I may know a little about business and about
the railways, but at the same time, Parliament says that political influence is not to
come in here.
. Mr. BEAzLEy.-What about Departmental
Influence?
Mr. BENT.~Yes.
Departmental influence and personal influence is a great
deal worse, and that obtains at the railways now. We all know of cases where
thr:ee or four members of one family are
all employed in the railways in some capacity or other, and if I had time, I would
insist that there should not be more than
one member of the same family in the Department. Not long ago, we had a return
showing that appointments were improperly
made. That has been shown bv a committee" and we know a lot of otl;er things
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about the ~epartment. However, to-day I
am all praIses for the Commissioners, because they 'have brought out a balance which
they say gives me £275,000 surplus, and
therefore I have to sing their praises to the
highest tune I can.
1\1r. WATT.-You damn them with faint
praise.
Mr. BEAZLEY.-Why bring in a Bill to
give them greater power?
:Mr. BENT.-I am not in a humour to
start any singing here. I do not want to
go from B flat upwards. NowJ the next
important factor in our accounts is the
balance returned from the Commonwealth
to the State under section 89 of the Constitution Act.
The amounts are paid over
,~eekly, and we estimated for the past finanCIal year that we would receive £1,944,591.
We actually received £2,002,,804, or an exc~ss on the ~stimate of £58,2I3' The prinCIpal other Increases over the revenue estimate are .in round figures: -Land tax,
£10,000; Income tax, £II,OOO; land
~ents-progress payments, £IO,OOO.
The
Interest on loans to water trusts and other
bOd.ies shows a satisfactory increase, and a
deSIre on the part of these bodies to meet
their obligationsJ for while we estimated
£55,000, we received £72,000, or an increase of £ I 7,000. At this stage, I wish
to refer to the allowances that are made for
travelling expenses and sick pay throughout
the various Departments. If honorable
members will look at the "Additional
Papers." circulated with the Budget Papers,
t~ley wIll find a statement showing the estllnated amount of departmental travelling
expenses on account of I904-5. In the
Chief Secretary's Department the amounts
areas follow:CHIEF SECRETARY.

Public Service Commissioner
Chief Secretary
Observatory
Factories
Explosives
Marine Board
Statist
Police
Penal and Gaols
Insane
Neglected Children
Audit Office
Aborigines

£5 0
100

175

16 5

35 0

17 0
10

6,200

400
100
260

700
200

£8,880

These items make a total of £8,880 as the
travelling expenses in the Chief Secretary's
Department.
In the Department of P ublie Instruction, they amount to £9,975,
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TREASURER.
and I can assure honorable members that
Treasury
in some cases travelling expenses come to
£i oo
Income Tax
120
more than the salary of the officer travelLand Tax
400
ling.
1,220
Mr. J\1AcKINNoN.-Because they are very LANDS
3,080
inadequately paid in many cases.
PUBLIC ·WORKS.
Mr. BENT.-You mean that the teachers
Public Works
are.
.1"-300
..... ~ boo
Ports and Harbors ...
Mr. MACKINNON.-Yes.
Railways Construction
300
Mr. B~NT.-There are some too high
Works and Buildings
iO
and some too low. There is a large section of the public servants who are not MINES
getting anything like what they ought to
get, but they are loaded by the pensioners. "ifATER SUPPLY
AGRICULTURE.
Mr. GAUNsON.-And by people who get
more than they are worth.
Agriculture
£25 0
Diseases in Stock
2,85 0
Mr. BENT.-Speaking about education,
Vegetation Diseases
1,340
I should like to say that when Mr. Tate
Technical Education
2,850
gives reports about education, and tells you
State Forests
3,69 8
Viticulture Industry
what is done in New Zealand, he forgets
25 0
to tell you that ,ve ale paying £82,000 each
year in pensions, whereas in New Zealand HEALTH
~hey pay nothing for pensions.
If we
Total
had the £2,000,000 of capital, which is
RAILWAYS.
represented by that annual payment of
Actual Expenditure, 1903-4
£82,000, if it took the shape of interest,
we should be able to build palatial houses
Total
for our teachers.
The lady teachers
could have boudoirs and every other luxury,
and there could be comfort everywhere. It will therefore be seen that the total
But instead of that, the expenditure is estimated amount of travelling expens,:s
loaded with this £·82,000 for pensions, be- in all Departments of the State IS
sides which the travelling expenses, as I £75,651. On the same page, honorable
have ju~t stated, amount to nearly £10,000. members will see a statement showing the
I may tell my honorable friend, the leader amount actually drawn in sick pay by offiof tbe Opposition corner, that I heard of cers of each Department during the financial
a case the otheI day where a gentleman year 1903-4. It is unnecessary for me to
was asked to take a higher position, but repeat all the items; but it will be seen that
he said, "No, I make more out of travel- the total comes to £16,250, so that no less
ling. expenses where I am."
He would a sum than £91,,900 is expended in sick
Honorable
rather have a smaller salary, with travel- pay and travelling expenses.
members
will
find,
fully
set
out,
all our
ing expenses, than a higher salary without
?ources of revenue on page 6 and onwards
them.
In the Budget papers before them. These
Mr. McGREGoR.--He must have been a figures are very interesting, and if time
teetotaller.
would permit, it would be almost worth
Mr. _BENT.-However, let me give the while reading them; but I imagine that honamounts for travelling expenses in the orable members will, to-morrow or next day
other departments. They are as follow:look into all these accounts, and I am sur~
the result will be that I shall have their
ATTORNEY - GENERAL.
support and confidence in my Budget stateJudges
£65 0
ment. My honorable colleague, the Chief
La w Officers
45 0
Secretary" reminds me that I did not draw
Crown Solicitor
160
Sheriff
attention to the difference in sick pay under
25 0
1,5 10
!he new system that the Government have
In~roduced.
I did not want to go into deSOLICITOR-GENERAL.
taIls on that question, but honorable memCounty Court Judges '"
Clerks of Courfs
...
bers . will fi~d all. t?ese particulars fully set
Police Magistrates
out 111 the Addltl~nal P~pers." Turning
no\\ to the expendIture SIde for the past
T
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financial year, I shall only briefly refer to
the annual appropriations under votesthat is the ordinary' amount included in the
Estimates. We estimated to spend from
these annual votes for all Departments,
£4,262.,214.
The amount actually expended totalled £4,018,644, giving me a
Under
savjng under votes of £243,57°.
the special appropriations-that is all appropriations other than those in the annual
Appropriation Act-we estimated to spend
,£2.,846,III2.
'Ve
actually expended
£2,896,349, or £50,237 in excess of the
Estimate. Our first and heaviest item under
Special Appropriations is the interest on our
loans. We estimated that we would have to
pa y in interest and expenses for the year
£1,923,323. vVe actually paid £1,947,862.
The difference~ £24,539, is chiefly accounted for by the recent conversion, under
which £27,000 became payable in April
last, which, under former conditions, would
not be payable until July. The £23,000.
referred to 9Y me in speaking of the railways, forms part of this £27,000. The
next item I wish to emphasize is the amount
set apart for the redemption of our loans.
That sum, including the £28,000 charged
to the Mallee Land Account (as detailed on
page II), amounted to £135,500. We also
had to pay £12,5°0 to the Associated
Banks as commission on the redemption of
the £5,000,000 under Act 608. This could
not be avoided-it was part of the compact
entered into on floating the loan in 1878and i~ not, I am glad to say, an .annually
recurnng charge. Our pensions and compensatio.ns. bill for the year, under special
appropnatIOns, was £279,3°5, comprising
Act No. 160 (the original Civil Service Act),
~8.~,000 j Act No. 773 (of this .£78,000
IS. for. teach~rs), £97,000 j Act No. 1I35,
Vlctonan RaIlways, £84,000. In addition
we must include the pensions, &c., that ar~
provided for under votes, which amount to
about £18,294, and the pensions, &c., payable to the police from the Police Superannuation Fund, which amount to a further
sum of £49,339, making a tota1 pension
bill for the Public Service for the year of
£346,938.
Add to this the amount we
paid away for old-age pensions during
1903-4, £205,I8:~, and we get the total
pension bill for the year, £552,121. The
corresponding amount for 1902 -3 was
£561,847, so that there was a decrease,
compared with 1902-,), of nearly £10,000,
and we estimate for lhe current year that we
will only spend under that head £539,000,
or a decrease, compared with 1903-4, of
Mr. Bent.
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about £13,000. I have had prepared for
me a paper which shows the total sum that
is reoeived in pensions by 300 gentlemen
at the present time. There are 100 pensioners who receive amongst them the total
sum of £49,043 7s. 7d. The next 100 receive £29,99° 2S. 7d., and the next 100
In
receive altogether £23,890 lOS. IId.
other words, these 300 gentlemen obtain
each year £102,924 IS. Id. We have 100
officers now in the Public Service whom we
do not require, and whose services could be
dispensed with, but the law is such that if
we were to attempt to do it it would cost us
£30,000 a year in pensions, or compensatiO!l
to the amount of £750,000.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Even that might be bet.
ter than allowing incompetent men to remain in the service.
Mr. BENT.-I am merely stating the
facts. I now come to the police. Although
they are not entitled to pensions, tl"Ie compensation that is now paid to those who have
retired from the police force amounts for
this year to £42,000, and unless something
is done there .is no knowing how far it will
go. In connexion with this matter, I should
like honorable members to turn to page 12
of the Estimates, where they will see the
salaries of police officers set out. It will
be seen that the inspecting superintendent
gets £500 a year; the superintendents
£J75, the inspector.s £300, and the subinspectors £255. That is the way in which
honorable members will read the Estimates,
but if they were in the Treasury, and had
to pay the money, this is how they would
have to read it. The salary of each superintendent is £375; but the allowance's
amount to £152, not including the groom
that is allowed to eight of these officers.
The total amount they receive is therefore
£527. The salary of each inspector is
£300, and the allowance is £133, making
a total of £433. The sub-inspectors have
a salary of £255, and £ 13 I allowances, or
a total of £386. First of all, . after the
salary comes an allowance of £90 for a
house. Some of them only pay about £38
for rent, and the rest of the money they can
put in their pockets.
Mr. KEAST.-YOU can get a very good
house in the ·country for £38 a year.
Mr. BENT.-As a rule men with a salary
of £375 do not live in £90 houses.
In addition to that, some of them get £50
a year for attending at the Licensing Courts,
and then they get in all cases fuel, light, and
water. Why should a man with a salary of
nearly £400 a year be allowed fuel, light,
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and water? The result of all this is that
the amounts I have stated are made up and
then the ofik:er receives his pension on the
total amount, and when honorable members
think that the officer is getting only so
much a year" he is really getting from £100
to £150 more. Now I do not think that
this state of things should obtain.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Is that the law?
Mr. BENT.-That is what is done.
I
say that in the interests of the police themselves, the time has arrived when something
should be done to put them on a fair and
proper footing. Just fancy allowing fuel,
light, and water to a man who is getting
£90 a year house allowance.
In the
various country districts, fuel, light, and
water are provided for these officers. Look
at the number of requisitions and papers.,
'and the number of clerks that must be required to do all this work. I believe that
before long something must be done, because, as I have said, the police pensions
already amount to £42,000 a year. The
am'Ount is still going up.
I have here a
list showing how it is running up-racing
up. Nothing can touch it. Even a motor
car could not touch it.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-I presume
you are going to make some proposals with
Iegard to it?
Mr. BENT.-I have net been there long
enough. I am taking the matter into consideration and am doing something. While
speaking on this subject of pensions, I would
refer honorable members to a new return I
have had prepared (No. 27~ page 61), showing more fully than has hitherto been done
the working of our Old-age Pensions Act
as amended by Act No. 1865 of last session
and other Acts. The amending Acts, it will
be remembered, cast upon relatives the duty
of supporting the aged poor j and it may.
be interesting to honorable members to know
to what extent this duty and other obligations have been carried out.
The paper
gives a complete account of the number of
old-age pensioners at the end of each financial year since the first Act came into operation. It furnishes the am'Ounts paid in pensions, the average rates under the different
:Acts, the amounts received from children
who have contributed to the support of their
parents., and the cost of administration. It
will be seen that the cost to the State is
gradually lessening, but I can say with con·fidence that the reductions have not been
brought about by showing any want of sympathy with the deserving class of pensioners.
The last Old-age Pensions Act imposes upon
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the Treasurer the duty of fixing the rate of
pension in each case, so as to insure a uniformity in determining it. I have exercised
that duty in a fair and equitable spirit.
Several HONORABLE ?vIEMBERs.-Hear,
hear!
Mr. BENT.-If I have erred in any
cases" it has been on the side of the pensioners, for they possess my keenest sympathy.
Our system works most smoothly, and the
cost of administration is very low. I may
point out that printing of forms, notices,
and pension cards, together with postage,
is a large item of expenditure. Accompanying my Budget papers will be found lists
of pensions of the Public and Railway Services on the 30th J une last~ with their ages,
and the amount of their pensions specified,
together with those officers of the Commonwealth Departments who have been pensioned since the date of transfer, and whose
pensions are almost in full a charge upon
the State. A list of police pensions is
also given, and I have, in addition, given
the number and amount of gratuities and
compensations payable in all the services
during the financial year. Before leaving
the special appropriations, I desire., Mr.
Craven" to invite the attention of the C'Ommittee to the three items on page 12, payable
to the Savings Banks Commissioners under
Act No. 1481, totalling £103,231. This
annual charge is necessitated by the deficiencies in past years in the Consolidated
Revenue Account" which absorbed a portion
of our Trust Funds, including the amounts
lodged in the Post Office Savings. Bank. It
was to reduce our indebtedness for a portion
of these principal moneys that I asked the
House to agree to payoff £150,000 to the
Savings Banks through the medium of the
Surplus Revenue Act. This payment will
give us an annual saving of £6,000, and
my payment in May last of £100J OOO of
that sum from the Treasurer's advance,
which you placed at my disposal, enabled me, in anticipation of that authority,
to make a
saving of about £1,,200.
Having thus briefly dealt with the
past financial year, in
so far as
the
annual
and
special
appropriations are concerned (I shall deal with
the Loan and Trust Funds later on), I
would ask honorable members to turn to
Statement NO,3, page 4, in which I have
endeavoured to forecast the revenue and
expenditure for the current financial year
1904-5. We estimate that the consolidated
revenue for the "ear from all sources will
reach £7, 2 19J37~, or £94,221 less than
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that actually received during 1)03-4. The had not accumulated in the Trust Fun'dslargest share in this estimated dfficiency I pending some disputes-which is to be
put down to Sir George Turner estimating handed over to me shortly. I have taken it
that we will only receive from the Common- for grant-ed that we are to get the money.
wealth this year £1,970,000, contj)ured with Consequently I say it is to be handed over
£2,002,804, the actual receipts of last year. to me shortl v . I do not know that I shall
This shortage in the estimate we have al- touch the cOin myself. At any rate, I beready felt, as I find that our returns from lieve it will be there. Sir George Turner
the Commonwealth for the first three months says it, and I believe it when he says it. To
of the year are already over £30,000 less briefly summarize, the loss of revenue of
than for the corresponding period last £94,221 is accounted for by our receiving
year.
We have not the 3.dvantagc we less from the Commonweal~h, £33,000; less
usually have of having heard llh: Common- from land tax, £II,OOO; less from inwealth Budget speech delivered Gefore .our come tax (in consequence of reductions by
own, but I understand from Sir George new legislation-the Bill is before the
Turner that this deflection of revenue is House now), £36,000; less from probate
not so much caused by a falling off in the duty, £58,000; less from sales of land by
Customs receipts as in the increased ex- auction, £7Jooo; less from grazing leases,
penditure primarily caused by tne upera- £8,000; and less from sundry other items,
tion of section 19 of Act' 1721, by which £14,000; making a total decrease of
section we will lose some £40,000 of revenue £ 16 7,000. Against this decrease we estithis calendar vear. If it had not been for mate an increase under rail wa y income of
the demand u~der section 19, we would just £5°,000.
come out £7,000 to the good; but I am
1\1r. KEAST.-Is that a fair estimate?
sorry to inform honorable members that onl y
yesterday another batch of 145 names came . :Mr. BENT.-I am inclined to think it is
in. I think they wiII mean £700 for th·.~ rather·a high estimate.
.
few days for which we have to pay. Of·
Mr. KEAST.-By £200,000.
course I have not had time to go into it,
and I do not know how much it will mean
Mr. BENT.-A little later on I will tell
for those 145 people, for the three years. honorable members what I think about that.
I not'ice, however, a good many of them are We also estimate increases from water supfor increases from £9 0 to £13 0 , from £80 ply, £7,000; interest, £5,000; and agrito £IIO, from £7 0 to £~I.O, and from culture, £II,OOO; or a total increase of
£120 to £156. I would pomt out to mem- £73,000. This, from the decreases of
bers that this Act was passed in the small £167,000, that ~ l:ave just stated, leaves
hours of the morning, when the public gal- me with a net decrease in the estimate for
lery was crowded. At any rate if it had 1904-5 under the actual receipts of the
not been for that Act, we would not have previous year of £94,000. The estimated
to pay all this money. I may say that I expenditure for 1904-5 is £7,°56,423.
saw Sir George Turner, and had a chat Under votes-the Estimates have been
about itJ and it is comforting to know that placed in the hands of honorable memSir George Turner thinks that. for the futu~e . bers this evening-we estimate to spend
perhaps £8,,000 a .year WIll settle thIS £4,223,42:8, or:. £38,786 less than the
matter. Of course, It looks to me that he Appropriation Act of last year. Under
is a little bit sanguine.
special appropriations we estimate to exMr. WARDE.-It is a fearful offence, is pend £2,832,995, or £13,117 less than
it not, to pay the same as your neighbours the estimate for special appropriations of
are paying for the same class of work?
last year, or unaer special appropriations
Mr. BENT.--.:..Have I said anything £63,354 less than the actual expenditure
against it?
of 1903-4. In showing this reduction unMr. WARDE.-You are insinuating a lot. der special appropriations, I would invite
Mr. BENT.~I generally speak very the attention of honorable members ~o the·
plainly. I do not know that there is any amount we have provi~ed for the redempinsinuation at all in what I said. I have tion of our loans, namely, £175,000, or
spoken the truth, and nothing but the truth. £40,000 more .th~n was provide~ out of
Honorable members know the rest. This special a ppropnatlOns last finanCIal year ~
falling off in the returns from the Common- Now this estimated
expen~iture
of
wealth would be considerably more if a £7,°56,423, taken from the estlffia~ed rewindfall of some £50,000 of sugar duties venue of £7,219,37°, leaves me WIth an
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estimated surplus of £'162,947. I have
already informed the House that I have
obtained thIs information as to an estimated
increase in the railway income from t1:e
Railway Department, but I am inclined to
think that if I cut off £ 100,000 I shall be
nearer the mark. I have been informed
by the Minister of Water Supply, who has
been up the country, that in a par.t of it,
at any rate, where we anticipated a large
surplus from the crops, we shall not have it.
I have also been informed by honorable
members connected with the Railways
Standing Committee, who were good
enough to give me the information-in fact,
one of them told me he would bet a new
hat, and mine is not a good one-that there
would not be 15,000,000 bushels, instead
of 26,000,000 bushels.
That honorable
member mav have stretched it out a bit,
but from all I can hear I think that our
estimate .of railway income is rather too
high. But against that I have before the
House, or I shall have in a few days, a
Charities Bil1. At present I have £100,000
on the estimates for charities, but it is a
well·known fact that the system that obtains now does not meet with the approbation of the people of t1:is country. The
amount of money that has to be spent in
collection, the increase in the number of
institutions, and other things, cause us to
think that h is necessary to bring in a
Charities Bill. That being so, we propose
to ask the municipalities to give us
£27,000, or perhaps up to £3°,000. We
ask the gentlemen having bicycles for pleasure to give us 5s. each, and those who
use them for their work haIf-a-crown
each.
Mr. BROMLEY.-Hear, hear.
~:£r. BENT.-vVe propose to license the
theatres. "Where is the honorable member's " hear, hear," now? We expect to receive about £60,000 altogether. Then we
have the Licensing Bill. This North
Melbourne compensation arrangement, I
believe, will run up to about £50,000,
and we have about £13,000 in the box.
There are two positions. The first is that,
according to law, we are not compelled to
pay until we have the money. I do not
know which of' the handsome widows in
that part of North Melbourne will get her
claim treated first. Then we l:ave, on the
other side, a Bill by which we anticipate
Ito get enough money to pay this compen'sation after the awards are made.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-You say
you are not bound to pay at once?
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Mr. BENT.-I am told so by my legal
adviser, although it would be said at once
that there was an honorable understanding
that this money should be paid.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.--If you had bought
the whole property you would have got it
for about the same price.
Mr. BENT.-If I had been a colleague
of the honorable member who just interjected I would have bought the whole
blooming place. At any rate, a deputation
waited on me to-day, and some of these
municipalities protested in the strongest
manner
possible
that
the
Government took so much of the fees.
A certain municipality in this country, of
great importance, and represented in this
House by one of our firmest and warmest
supporters, has sent circulars round asking
members not to support either the Charities
Bill or the proposal to hand the maintenance of State schools over to the municipalities. When I saw this important communication I looked the matter up, and' I discovered that this great district contributed
£5 to the. charities per annum!
I am told
that the teetotallers say that it is not an
honorable thing to go behind an arrangement made some years ago, and that a
promise was made by Sir George Turn~r
and Sir Graham Berry. Well, now, I wIll
say that I will prarr.ise in the same way,
and perform in the same way. How will
that work out? Promise lots of things and
give nothing. I have prepared a list showing first of aU the equivalent for the amount
of licence fees received., and what the municipalities would get under this new proposal
of ours. I find that a few places, such as
Geelong, will lose; but surely, I hope, Geclong does not want to live upon grog. At
any rate, I do not want Geelong to live
upon grog. We intend also to ask the clubs
to contribute something.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-How· much do YOtl
expect to get out of the clubs?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.. -Onl y about
£2,000.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-How much ()ut of
the increased licence fees generally?
Mr. BENT.-About £3°,000. The clubs
object to their money being used to pay
compensation to publicans in North Melbourne. I think they are right. I understand that on the Licensing Bill a pro,
posal is to be made that notice shall be
given that in five years there will be no
more compensation j but I. want to say that
this Bill of ours is simply a tax Bill, for
the purpose of carrying out an honorable
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understanding.
One lady to-day got,
I think, 1,300 sovereigns, and I do
not know how many more sovereigns
. are to be paid.
I am told, however,
that the amount is about £5°,000. From
the Charities Bill we anticipate to get about
£60,000, and from the unused roads we
expect to get about £3°,000.
When I
heard the municipalities calling out, I
thought I would just look the matter up,
and see how they stand. They complain
about what this Government have done. I
will just tell the House what this Government have done to the municipalities. First
of all we intend to give them 75,000 sovereigns as an equivalent for licensing fees.
I t has been suggested to m~ that we should
pay it all into the revenue, and' then divide
it. By that means the City Corporation,·
which is now getting £12,000, would come
out at £5,000. That was a wild suggestion, was it not?
I will tell the House
what the municipalities have got. This is
the list :-Licence equivalent, £75,000;
~rant from surplus re,venue, £3°,000; EstImates, £20,000; grants to roads and
bridges, . including
the
Tambo-road,
£27,5° 0.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).Has that shire got any licensing fees?
Mr. BENT.-I can assure the honorable
member that he gets a lot of money out of
licences. From unused roads the municipalities get, say, £20,000-that is what I
have taken, but it is estimated by the Department that there will be £48,000 from
that source-from the municipal subsidy
they receive £5°,000; while in the grant of
£27,5°0 for roads and bridges there is included a sum of £3,5°0 for little nicknacks, such as Oak-street, and the Ingle,",ood drain, and little things like that. The
total amount of money these municipalities
are gett\ng-may I say that they are nearly
all country municipalities, and that there is
not much given to Melbourne and s.uburbsis £222,5°0, which is not a bad lot.
Mr. BROMLEY.-That you purpose giving to them?
Mr. BENT.-That we have given, and
are giving to them.
Mr. BOYD.-Does that include the municipal subsidy?
Mr. BENT.-Yes; I said so. The grant
for roads and bridges includes the following
items :-Tambo bridge, £3,000; Bairnsdale,
£3,000; Cobram, £3,000'; towards cleaning Port Melbourne lagoon, £400; Tambo
Valley-road, £2,5°0; Heytesbury Smre,
£800; road to Wood's Point (Howqua),
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£1,000; Wood's Point, Upper Yarra,
£1,000; drain at Collingwood, .£250; St.
Arnaud, £1.50 j Inglewood drain, £250 j
Carrum weIr, £3,000; Fumina roads,
£2,5° 0 ; Moe Swamp-road £500; Koowee-rup (Berwick), £2,000 j Reilly-street
drain, £1,000; Main South-road, Warragul, £1,000;. Mirboo and Leongafha-road,
£1,000,; dramage, Longwarry, £600 ;
Oak - street, £300; so that the total
sum is very large that is paid to.
these municipalities, who are complaining
S0 much because they
are asked for
£3 0 ,000 for charities. Thl=Y contribute
nearly £12,000 now, so that they are only
asked for a few pounds-£18,000 is all
they are asked for-under this Charities
Bill.
Mr. BOWSER.-YOU spend more than that
on a single Melbourne station.
Mr. BENT.-At any rate, we have given
th~ municipalities £222,5°0.
I want to
pomt out to honorable members that I cannot afford to knock off any more taxation.
A little bird whispered to me that it was
~ntended to try to knock something off the
mcome tax. We cannot afford to knock off
anything, because I think honorable members will all admit-business men will admit
-that £160,000 over £7,000,000 is not
much of a margin.
It is true that
we may make some savings.
For instance, I intend to have a talk with
the Fire Brigades Board.
When the
Fire Brigades Board was started they
had £8,000. They have now worked it up
to ,£17 ,000. They have floated debentures
a~ 6 per cent. I find that they begin very
nIcely, and they work and work away until
we find that a board like the Fire Brigades
Board have. worked up from £8,000 to
£ I 7,000, WIth brass buttons and all tlnt
sort of thing.
Mr. COLECHIN.-Take the fire and life
assurance business over, like they have done
ia N e~v Zealand, and then you will get
sovereIgns.
?lir. BENT.-As to being our own insurers, and as to making the railway men
insure with us, instead of having four clerks
to collect the money to pay insurances, and
all this sort of thing, that is a question that
deserves consideration, but it is not in my
Budget notes to-day. Separating the railways from the Estimates of Receipts and
Expenditure for the year 1904-5, the Commissioners estimate their receipts for 1904-5
at £3,45°,000. I do not. They estimate the
working expenses at £1,978,751, and inter,,:
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est on loans and expenses at £1,4 63,03 1,
making the total expenditure on railways,
£3,441,782; leaving a surplus in the accounts of the year 1904-5 for the railways
of £8,218. But these are not our Treasury
figures. In addition to the £8,218, we
credit them with £6,000, which they charge
to the Railway Accident Fund, making
£14,218, and debit them with £91,138,
for pensions and gratuities, which they omit,
bringing out the deficiency of £76,920,
shown on Stitement 3, page 4.
Now, in
connexion with this railway matter, the honorable member for the Railways Service
(Mr. Hannah) said the other night that it
was the intention of certain gentlemen in
the Railway Department to wait upon the
Railways Commissioners, with a view to get
certain concessions. I will tell the honorable member two or threle things. I do not
care whether the Commissioners or anybody
else say "Yes," the Government will sav
, , No."
F or instance, the Governmen"'t
~il1 not allow the restoration of privilege
tIckets.
Mr. \VATT.-You are losing money on
that business.
Mr. BENT.-I know better. The privilege ticket carries a man for one-fourth,
and was principally used for electioneering
purposes. Take the fare of £2 to Warrnambool, and take a privilege ticket at
lOS.
The railways cannot carry a man
,who only pays lOS. for a privilege ticket
for the money. We are not making a loss
by abolishing privilege tickets. I know
a certain gentleman who has got a lot to
say down at the Railway Department, and
who says we are making a loss. This matter has been considered, and has been
made a matter of policy, and we do not
intend to permit anybody to override our
policy. These gentlemen are getting good
wages and constant work, and we do not
int~nd to let them have these 'privilege
tickets. We do not intend to allow the
half-rates, either. We are paying the full
rates under the Factories Act at the Newflort workshops.
:Mr. BROMLEY.-No, you are not.
Mr. BENT.-vVe are.
Mr. BROMLEY.--I wish you were.
Mr. BE~T .-1 say we are. I repeat
that we are. We are paying full rates. We
send a special train down there, and we do
not intend to allow the Commissioners, 'nor
anybody else, to let these gentlemen 'be
carried at half-rates.
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Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-The Tramway Com·
pany allow their men to be carried at halfrates.
Mr. BENT.-I say to honorable members who take up that attitude, "If you
can shift us, do so." We do not intend to
allow men who are getting constant work
and constant pay, and who are never out
of employment, to travel at these rates.
We do not intend to allow even the Commissioners to make these concessions. I
had a big fight when I was at the Railway
Department. We have had losses under
these privilege tickets. These men travel
to New South Wales from Melbourne and
back again, and nobody else can do it. We
do not intend to allow these men the quarterrate tickets.
I will tell the House what
The wife of a man outside the
obtains.
fence at Seymour wants to come to MelThe wife of a man inside the
bourne.
fence, who is getting a higher rate of pay
and constant wages, wants to come to Melbourne.
The result is that the man outside has got to pay full rates for his wife,
while the man inside has only to pay quarter rates.
We do not intend to permit
If they pay the same rate and obthat.
tain .the same money, then, of course, it IS
all rIght.
Then again, the station-masters
want to get fuel, light, and water.
We
do not intend to permit the station-masters
to get fuel, light, and water.
When I was
at the Department the station-masters
were receiving money in the same way
as the police are receiving money.
(['hey get an allowance of so much,
and a .man, to my knowledge, who
was gettmg £1 a week allowance, went
into a house for 9S. a week. We do
not intend to permit anything of this kind
to obtain any longer.
We wish to pay
the highest rates, and the sooner these gentlemen make up their minds to be laval to
the State, to take into consideratio~ the
benefits that they have, and to do all thev
possibly can to promote the best interests of
th.is great ~oncern, the better, for we say we
WIll meet tnem, and do the best and kindest
thing we can j 'but we shall not permit men
who are gettin~ the same rate of wages as
those outside to have special trains at
half rates.
We will not permit the man
inside the fence to have his wife coming
down at quarter rates, and we shall not
permit these privilege tickets to be given.
so that they can get the advantage of
(Juarter rates.
If the honorable member
for the Railways Service (Mr. Hannah) only
knew all that I know about this thing, and
how these concessions have been used, he
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would probably not take up the attitude
that he is taking up.
" Pay and be paid:'
will be my po~icy, and the sooner that IS
adopted the better.
Mr. ~TATT.-Will you give us a return
showing the different receipts?
Mr. BENT.-I have gone into the mat·
ter, and I do not care what return is asked
for I contradict the statement that we are
losing money by this policy.
I know who
has been telling honorable members that
there is a loss beca.use the men will not travel,
and that the men will ride on bicycles.
With some of them the bicycle drops down
half-way to Williamstown, and down they
go.
Our offices, that are worth a lot of
monev have been used for bicycle stables.
I did' ~ot take any notice of that, because I
did not want t'0 be accused of giving what
they call "pin-pricks. 'J
At this stage. I
would inf.orm the honorable member who m·
troduced this subject, that no matter what
the Commissioners say~ or anybody else
says, this is our policy, and we. will not permit them to give these concesSIOns.
Mr. HANNAH.-We can thank you for
nothing.
Mr. BENT.-I do not want vour thanks.
I venture to say that if a vote ,~as taken
it would show that these sensIble men
know who their friends are. I am simply
informing the honorable member now as to
what is our policy, because he interjected
the other night. I have gone into this matter fully because I have been through the
mill an'd I want to give a fair show and a
fair' opportunity to men to do their level
best.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Continue your remarks after dinner.
Mr. BENT.-I would rather get done
with it.
The leader of the Opposition,
. however, wishes me to brea~ off now, and
I must pay all respect to hIm, because he
very often assists in the most courteous
manner. I can give him credit for that.
Mr. COLEClilN.-He is the man who can,
too.
Mr. BENT.-I am admitting it publicly,
am I not? In deference to the honorable
member's wishes, I will agree to continue
my remarks after the refreshment hour.
[The Committee adjourned for refreshments at Izalf-past six o'clock, and resumed
at twenty minutes to eight o'clock.]
M.r. BENT.-The Railways Commissioners, in giving the estimate of revenue
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·'which I have just quoted, were careful to
qualify their estimate by the following
words:Based on the. assumption that the grain and
other crops will be as good as in the year I903-4~
and includes subsidies for the carriage of agricultural produce and Victorian coal on the present
basis.

This estimate was given to me on the 29th
June last. Since then it will be pleasing to
honorable members to know that the re·
ceipts from the railways have been satis·
factory.
As I said earlier in the evening, I am told that the outlook is not now
so good, that the crops will not be l1kely
to turn out as heavy as the crops we had
this year.
The Railways Commissioners
advise me that it is difficult to forecast the
prospects of the current yeal, but at pre·
sent the conditions are of a favorable character, and there is evidence of an abundant
harvest during the coming season, and a
collateral buoyancy in the passenger and
general business will naturally follow. That
was in June last, but I am told that things
are a little different now.
However, if
these anticipations are realized they will,
no doubt, have the effect of maintaining the
satisfactory state of affairs which prevailed
dming the year just closed j but for myself
I say that, both for· the farmers and ourselves, it will be a very anxious time for the
next two months.
I have had information
from various parts of the State.
In the
part of the MaUee. towards Tyrrell Downs
and the neighbourhood, the outlook is not
vel y good.
The Walhalla country is not
looking so bad.
Mr. HARRIS.-I wish all the country
looked as well.
Mr. BENT.-The outlook in Gippsland
generally is very good, and so it is in the
west, and a part of the North-Eastern District looks well.
But the indications
cause me to say, as I have said before, that
I fear the estimate given by the Railways
Commissioners will not be realized.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-If it rains within
the next month it will make all the difference in the world.
Mr. BENT.-Previous Treasurers have
prophesied. Some have spoken about the
consequences of a hot summer or a long
winter. But I do not intend to prophesy.
Still, I do say that we will have a rather
anxious time of it for the next fwo rr.onths~
Of course, there are the pleasures of hope,
and I am hopeful, and trust that things
will come out all right.
In framing the
Estimates, every Government seems to claim
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that everything was done with due regard contingencies, brin'gs the reductions altoto economy.
I think the honorable mem- gether to £46,12:7.
I think that speaks
ber for Allandale said so.
I am not stat- volumes for the humane treatme.nt we have
ing that, but I will say that I have been meted out to the Public Service.
Sorr.e .
furnished with a return which shows me people may complain of what has been
that, while the increases caused by the ad- done, or what has been said by the Minisditions to the permanent staff only total- try, but I repeat that those figures speak
led £ 13,25 r , the decreases caused by the volumes for our humane. treatment of the
retirement of officers from all causes total- Public Service. I am free to admit that
led £50,,945, or a net decrease of there are a number of officers who are not
£37,694.
As I stated earlier in the after- paid as much as they ought to receive, and
noon, the Government of Mr. Irvine, taken If we have the chance of gettincr into reup by myself, have not dismissed anybody. cess their cases shall have the ~ame conWhen anybody fell out, and we could get sideration, after examination, as is given to .
the work done by existing officers, we the cases. of rr.en who are employed in prisimply adopted those means of getting it vate serVIce. I purpose keeping a thorough
done. For instance, when Mr. Brisbane, check u~on the travelling expenses, as I
the Clerk of the Executive Council, died, am convll1ced that a considerable saving
the other day, we appointed the Premier's can be effected. I have already read a
Secretary to the position, and for a very state.ment I have had prepared of the sum
small sum-I think about £25 a year-we paid to officers while on sick leave, and I
are getting the work done. I may say that have also referred to the allowances paid to
that is the way in which we work our econo- the police. I now come to whe.re the honmies. The result. is that this year there is orable member for the Public Officers can
a saving of nearly £38,000. I think the prick up his ears. I have been asked' by
honorable member for the Public Officers honorable members what are the intentions
will not object to this means of securing of t~e. Government in regard to paying
economies.
gratUItIes to widows or families in
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I hope you are going to c~ses where the officer' had pension
nghts, and had or had not resigned
give the Public Officers their increments.
before
death.
Several honorable memMr. BENT. - I have a lot of papers
here, but as honorable members have been bers, including the honorable member for
so kind to listen to me thus far, I do the Public Officers, have drawn attention to
not intend to read them all.
I am not this matter. I have made out a list, for the
going to inflict on honorable members a last four or five months, of officers who have
As honorable
disquisition on the Estimates. I can assure died without resigning.
members
know,
according
to
law, the exethem the Estimates have given myself and
the Cabineb a great deal of thought and con- cutors of those officers are not entitled to
sideration. It will be enough if I indicate anything, but a custom has obtained for a
to honorable members in a few words the very long time past, that each case should
policy that guided us in framing them. be taken into consideration. The amount
Honorable members will perceive from the now in question is pretty well £3,000. I
departmental Estimates that this year I have find, on inquiry, that it had been nearly alhad the travelling expenses shown in a sepa- ways the practice, up to the last few years, to
rate line. My object in doing so was to give a gratuity of nine months' pay j but in
let the House see the expenditure under many cases where. there was no resignation
that item, and with that view I have had a the money was withheld' until Parliament
statement prepared, which accompanies the had voted it, as in such cases it was not a
Budget papers, showing the total estimated special appropriation. Our intention is to
·expenditure for the year, based upon the give each case full consideration, and deal
ex'penditure of last year. Now, I have had with it on its merits. I fancy honorable
another return prepared, which shows that members will admit that that is a fair way
the salaries for 1904-5 may be grouped of settling this question. I have personally
as
under: - Professional,
£99,93 8 ; taken it into consideration. Reports have
clerical, £2II,607; teachers, £.5 10,423; been made to me, and, instead of fixing the
police, £231,672; general, £186,474; matter up in the office, I thought it better
exempt
from
the
operation
of to indicate to Parliament what I conAct
No.
IU3,
£3I,8~4;
in
all, sider is the fair and proper thing to do.
£1,271,938; a reduction of £3 6,3 02 . As I indicated to the House the other
Another return, relating to the Departmental night, Ministers of Lands have no right to
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rr~ake laws for themselves, and in the same
way I thought I had no right, as Treasurer.
to hand over this monev before I indicated
to this Chamber the vie\~s I entertained with
regard to the matter. The honorable
member for Carlton was instrumental the
other night in passing a motion for the
opening of the Public Library, National
Gallery, and Museum on Sundays. At the
Cabinet mee.ting yesterday the Chief Secretary brought up an Order in Council, and I
asked him, as a matter of business, to ascertain from the trustees how much it would'
cost to carry out the resolution of the
House.
Previous to this I had placed a
sum of £500 on the Estimates, because,
although I was opposed to the opening of
that institution on Sundays, always have
been, and still am opposed to it, I feel it
is my duty, at any rate, in deference to
the wish of honorable members, to carry out
the resolution of the House.
It has 'been
urged that another place ought to be co~
sulted, because, under the present ConstItution Act, another place has the right of
suggesting amendments in }\/loney Bills,
which, almost p.mountSi to the! :p.ower of
amendrrlent.
The honorable member for
Carlton told the House that the cost of
opening the instituti.on on Sundays would
be about £375 a year, and as the Estimates
are about to be brought under consideration,
I have put a sum of £500 down for that
purpose. I d'o not think that sum will be
enough. The honorable member for Carlton mentioned a lower amount, but although
I was present at a meeting of the trustees, I
am not quite clear myself as to what will
be the cost. It strikes me, however, that
before long it will cost £1,000 a year.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You do not propose
to keep the institution closed until that vote
is passed by another place?
Mr. BENT.-I said I have put down
£500 to defray the cost.
'Mr. BROMLEY.-I over-estimated the cost
when I made my statement to the House.
Mr. BENT.~One of the principles that
we 'laid dovm was that increments were
not to be provided for officers drawing
salaries over £125 pe.r annum.
I cannot
do better than quote the views of my honorable colleague the Attorney-Generaldelivered in another place-in defence of
that policy.
I would like the honorable
member for the Public Officers to listen to
this : -

There was· a great desire and a great claim
practically for aut~matic promotion~. He ,:"ould
like to. say somethIng on the question of mcrements and promotions, because there was a good
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deal of misunderstanding about that.
IThere
were certain increments called long-service incre.
ments. These increments the public officer was
entitled to as a matter of right, unless he was
deprived of them for some kind of misconduct.
These increments were not kept back.
Then
there were certain positions where there was a
maximum and' a minimum salary fixed. Officers
appointed at the minimum-eligible for increments from the minimum up to the maximum
at certain intervals-were not entitled to these
increments as a matter of right.
Before the
Patterson Act came into operation there was a
certain class, and when an officer was promoted
to that class, he was entitled to increments at
certain fixed periods as a matter of right, until
he got to the top of his class, unless deprived of
them by the permanent head through misconduct,
when there was an appeal to the Public Service
Commissioner. The Patterson Act altered that,
and took away all these increments as a matter
of right.

Mr .. GAUNsoN.-That is the Attorne';General's opinion j I do nQt agree with him.
~1r. BENT.Subdivisional promotions were made, but the
Act provided that no officer was eligible for a subdivisional promotion until he rtad been at least
one year in the lower subdivIsion; and if there
was any question in promoting, as between two
officers, then merit was to be taken into consideration, and also length of service.
That
showed clearly that it was not to be automatic.
Notwithstanding this, every officer claimed that
he was entitled to subdivisional promotion every
year until he got to the top of his class. That
was utter nonsense.
~ir. GAUNsoN.-That
General's opinion.
~1r. BENT.-

IS

the Attorney-

The promotions were not due at all. He held
that the State ought not to pay for the services
of the State in one year more than it paid previously for the same work, assuming that the
previous payment was fair, and if the work was
of a higher class, an officer of a higher class was
required to do it, but for the State to increase
the amount for the same work was, to his mind,
simply outrageous.

Mr. GAUNSON.-That is the iceberg that
is speaking.
Mr. BENT.-We have included in the
Estimates increments to officers on account
of subdivisional promotions made last year,
amounting to £7,522. In addition to this,
we have provided increments for officers
under £125 to the amount of £3,499, and
we have excluded from the Estimates all
increments to officers over £125.
These
amounts are not very large, but it should
be understood' that these sums go on increasing,' year after year, by a sort of comp·ound 'interest-built up, like the Australian Buildings,' story upon story-until
in a few ye~rs the amount would form
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a very considerable item of expenditure.
But I have now the pleasure of informing
honorable members that the Government
have determined nor to withhold the payment of these increments to officers over
1£125 altogether, but will consider and
deal with the applications of those entitled
during the recess j and deserving officers
will receive due recognition.
The payments will be charged to the Treasurer's
Advance in anticipation of provision on the
Supplementtlry Estimates.
The Cabinet
determined to adopt this course on receiving from Sir George Turner an assurance
that the estimate of Commonwealth Revenue
to be handed over to this State would be
increased by £30,000 over and above the
amount he had previously estimated'.
Consequently" the Ministry are full of sympathy for those public servants. Is not
that the way to put it?
Mr. GAuNsoN.-The phrase is very good,
but how much do you sympathize with the
Public Service?
Mr. BENT.-The sympathies of the
Ministry cause them to desire to do that
which is just and fair to the Public Service
in accordance with law. The Government
have determined to take each case upon its
merits during the recess, give it due consideration, and grant whatever the officer
is fairly entitled to. How is that? Is it
not pretty good?
Mr. GAUNSON.-The Government are full
of law and sympathy.
Mr. BENT.-Before leaving the Estimates there is one item in the Department
of the Minister of Public Instruction to
which I wish to claim the atte'ntion of honorable members. That is an increase of
£6,000 under Division 24 in the grant to
the Melbourne University. In consideration
of this increase, the University undertakes
to provide a scheme of agricultural educacation, and will improve its present C01.1rse
of mining education. It will also provide
evening lecture's in the above courses and
in the courses upon education. Further,
it has been arranged' that the University
will receive eighty State school exhibitioners for a course in mining and agriculture without expense to the Education Department. The University also offers to
the Education Depart!nent a further concession, namely, to allow twenty State
school teachers nominated by the Department to attend the course in the Diploma
of Education without fee. This concession
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will, I understand, be greatly appreciated,
and will give a stimulus to the Department's
work in training teachers.
:Mr. BROMLEY.-I am afraid you are
throwing a lot of money away in that direction.
Mr. BENT.-In order to provide for
the education of State school exhibitioners,
from the time whe'n they finish the State
school course to the time when they are fit
to enter upon University work, it is intended
to establish continuation schools. Where
necessary, these schools will be established
in large provincial centres. The additional
work can be arranged for with yery little
increased cost upon the expenditure to the
present State schools in these districts. In
the school to be established in Melbourne,
provision will be made for the higher education of boys and girls who intend to take
up the work of teaching. By these provisions it is expected that the efficiency of
the teaching staff will ultimately be greatly
In connexion with future
increased.
scholarships and exhibitions, honorable
members will be pleased to hear that it is
intended to make an import'ant departure.
Under the existing regulations the holders
of scholarships and exhibitions receive an
allowance sufficient to pay for their tuition,
either in secondary schools or in the U niversity, and, as well, to provide a measure
of subsistenc.e money.
No restriction is
placed upon the persons who may hold
these scholarships and exhibitions. It is
intended' for the future to change the
regulations
affecting existing scholarships and the proposed new scholarships, so that, while all fcholars will
be entitled to free tuition, the allowance for subsistence money will be paid
to those scholars only whose parents possess
an income of less than £250 per annum.
In this way it is expected that more generous terms can be extended to clever children
of poor parents, while at the same time the
scope of the scholarships is not unduly
limited. By the new arrangement a more
generous treatment of poor scholars can be
brought about by a comparatively small
increase upon the present expenditure, while
at the same time the number of scholarships awarded is very largely increased.
If honorable members will turn to Statement NO.7, page 20, they will see the state
of the Public Account, as it was on the 30th
June last, clear! y set forth. It shows that
on that date there was available cash under
the control of the Treasurer and the Trust
Fund trustees of '£1,,267,063. Turning to
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the next page, honorable members will see
the state of the Trust Funds on 30th June.
The total cash under this head which the
Treasurer IS responsible for is '£4,530,e8I.
This sum is represented by-Certificates in
lieu of bonds held by the Trust Fund trustees for '£3,117,310, and £378,107, making, en account of' the Savings Bank,
'£3,495,417, and a certificate on account of
" other trust funds" £228,678, certificates
in all totalling £3,724,°95, and by cash
held by the Trust Fund trustees .£844,806,
making £4,568,9°1 j. deduct overpayment to
the trustees £38,820', leaving a net total
corresponding with the cash of '£4,530,08I.
But against these certificates in lieu of
bonds for £3,724,°95, the trustees hold
State stock and debentures for £572,488.
There
is
loaned
to
municipalities,
£18,881; advanced to Land Sales by Auction Fund, £297,183; advanced for other
purposes, as detailed on page 21, bu~ not
chargeable to the past year, £1,04 8 ,699'
These total £1,937,251; leaving the net
deficiency in the Trust Funds, .£1,786,844.
On the following page, No. 22, honorable
members will observe the securities, as distinct from the cash, which are held by the
Treasurer on behalf of the Trust Fund trustees. These amount to £2,616,187, and are
what our friend, l\lr. Fink, on a previous
occasion" aptly described as 'on "safe deposit." The Treasurer has no further interest in them than to safeguard them for
their proper purposes. Particulars of all
these amounts will 'be found detailed on
pages 23 to 25 following. Before quitting the Trust Funds, I desire to say that
the moneys in the hands of the Trust Fund
trustees on It 30th June last, namely,
£844,806, were properly placed in a separate account under the control of the trustees.
There is at fixed deposit for two years at
4 per cent., £100,000; fixe'd deposit for
one year at °3! per cent., £2'50,000; and
the balance is in the current account at
3 per cent. interest on the minimum quarterly balance. I would now ask honorable
members to turn to Statement NO·9,
page 26, referring to the public debt.
I t will be seen by that statement that the
public funded debt on 30th June totalled
£5r,819,962. If we add to this the unfunded debt represented by the Consolidated Revenue Deficit Account, shown on
page 3, £2,r56,rI9, and the amount still
at debit of the Land Sales bv Auction Fund,
£297,182, makin~ £2,45,3,:)01, we get th~
total funded and unfunded debt on 30th
June, 1904, as £54,273,263. From this
sum I take the amount owing to the State
Mr. Bent.
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by the l\felbourne and Metropolitan Board
of Works,£1,848,663, leaving £52,424,600
as the net funded and unfunded debt en
3eth June last.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-That £54,000,000
is not shown in the statement as to the
public debt ef Victoria..
Mr. BENT.-I will stop for a quarter
of an hour and show the whole lot if the
honorable member desires. In comparing
this sum with the like amount on 3eth June,
1903, I find that the debt of the State has
increased for the twelve months by
£472,714, and of this increase £197,094
is accounted for by the additions caused by
our conversion loan.
On referring to'
Statement 10, page 28, honorable members
will find our interest bill set out, differentiating between the amounts payable in
Melbourne and London. These sums respectively are Melbourne, £206,794 j
London, £1,661,980.
For the previous
year, 1902-3, these figures were-Melbourne, £196,942 j London, £1,695,134;
from which it will be observed that we are
slowly, but surely, increasing our local interest payments, and decreasing our London
ones. Statement No. II" page 29, gives amass
of figures, showing, from the corr~mence
ment of our history as. a State, what loans
have been converted er redeemed, and
how. On Statement No. 12" page 30, honorable members will find a much more inter;estiJ'ng statement, indicating': when our
loans are redeemable.
Leaving out the
smaller operations-redeemable Ifrorr.' the
ordinary revenue of the ye,ar-our first
serious responsibility is the redemption on
1st July, 1906, in London, of ..£2,183,800,
of 4 per cent. bonds.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Have we the responsibility of redeeming that?
Mr. BENT.-Honorable members will
remember that when we went on the market
to convert the £5,0'00,000 loan falling due
on 1st January last, we gave two options
-3! per cent. consolidated stock, maturing 1929-49, and short-dated 4 per cent.
bonds, maturing 1St J ul Y, 1906, with the
option of conve,rsion of the latter into the
3! per cent.. stoCk--';£104 of stock for
each £100 bond up to 31st Decerr.ber,
19 0 5.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Did they not accept
the responsibility of floating that?
Mr. BENT.-I have no doubt that the
conversions will be made, for if honorable
members figure it out they will find that
£104 'Of stock for £,100 bonds gives the
nrice for the stock at about £96 3s. per cent.
Our next operation will be the meeting of
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the £4,000,000 4 per cent. loan under Act
No. 717, falling due on 1St July, 1907 j
and in the following April-that is, 1St
April, 1908-we have to meet a £2,000,000
4 per cent. loan under Act NO·7 39. These
two loans were originally debentures, but
conversion into inscribed stock was subsequently san~tioned, and now about seveneights of the respective loans is so held.
This, I think, will help to facilitate the
conversions.
Now I will ask honorable
members to turn to Statement 13, page 31,
showing the public debt, and interest apportioned to the respective seIvices.
For
the first time, in this statement, an attempt
has been made to classify the works and
purposes under two heads-( I) Reproductive works, and (2) Works and
purposes not directly interest - earning.
Under the former the total is £47,9 8 9,°7 2,
which includes railways, say, £39,449,410,
.and waterworks (including Yan Yean),
£7,74°,27°, or a total of £47,189,680.
Under works and purposes not directly
interest-earning, we have a total of
£3,830,890, of which £1,258,000 has been
spent on educational buildings. I thought
it was as well to show the public creditor
that about one and a quarter millions of
this money had been expended upon educational buildings. In fact, if I had the
money, I would' see that our schools were
the best buildings in each locality, and that
their architecture was of the very best kind.
There is not the slightest doubt that buildings of that description 'would give rise to a
better feeling in the minds of the children,
and that they would then have a greater love
for the buildings in which they do their
school work. Honorable members will observe
that the interest apportioned to each i~em
of expenditure is set out at the foot of the
return. The total chargeable to the general
revenue for that portion of the debt not
earning interest is only £130,226, while
£1,755,723 represents the interest chargeable on the amount invested in reproductive works. Of this sum, as I before mentioned., we estimate that the railways will
give us this year £1,463,°31, and we trust
that under the new order of things, which I
hope, with the assistance of honorable members. to soon see inaugurated, the waterworks will shortly pay their fair quota to
our interest bill.
These figures, Mr.
Craven, which I now place before this Committee and the country,. are, I consider,
eminently satisfactory. With them we challenge comparison with our neighbours, including New Zealand, that we hear so much
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about, as well as South Australia, Western
Australia, and K ew South Wales, or with any
other borrowing country; and we say to our
bond-holders, "These figures demand of
you that you place our stocks and bonds
at the head of your lists in your quotations.
Your money is well placedJ your security is
excellent, and we look to you to place these
securities in thatJ pride of place that our
foresight and prosperity demand." I will
now ask honorable members to turn to State.ment 15, page 33, dealing with loan
moneys.
This statement has been prepared at the express request of the Committee of Public Accounts, of which my
honorable friend opposite is a leading member, and it sets out fully the receipts and
expenditure of loan moneys for the financial
year. It afforded me very great pleasure
t'J comply with that request, which I think
was a proper one.
The total securities' issued-that is, bonds, debentures,
or stock-for 1903-4 was £405,660,
realizing £373,849, This, with the amount
brought forward from 1902-3, £271,5°9,
made the total cash available £645,358.
The net expenditure for the year was
£417,599, leaving a balance in hand on
30th June, 1904,' of £227,759. Of this
unexpended balance, £139,433 was advanced to the various Departments for loan
purposes, and £88,326 was lying in the
Treasury.
Of "the £139,433 advanced,
£135,000 was to the railways on account of' the Railway Stores Suspense Account, under the authority of Act No. 1820.
The Acts under which these rr.oneys were
raised are clearly set out on the debtor side
of the statement, and the purposes for
which they were expended are set out on the
credit' side.
This shows that we spent:On railways, £2153,161; on waterworks,
£II8,39 2 ; on public works, £55,°3°.
Honorable members will recall to their recollection that these loan moneys are expended under the authority of Loan Application Acts, and the schedules to these
Acts are appended to the statement, which
will dearly show to honorable members
how much has been expended under each
item, and what is the, amount of the unexpended balance,
Permit me again tr'invite the attention of the Corr.mittee to
Statement 15. That statement sets out the
further powers we have for raising additional loan mon'eys.
These powers include £134,188 for railwavs, £150,874 for
waterworks., £II5,254 for other public
works, and £55·,000 for seed advances. It
also sets out that while our public funded
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debt was increased by sales during the year Settlement Bill. I could speak of what we
by £405",660, it was reduced by redemp- anticipate will flow from that, and I can
tions by £255,958, leaving a net increase inform honorable members that recently we
during the year (exclusive of the increase have had lots of tip-top land offered to us.
caused by our redemption loan) of only With that measure and the measure in re£149,,7°2.
In placing this information gard to water, which will be helped
before honorable members thus early in the along by honorable members all round, for
year, and in this concise form, I am doing it is hot a party matter, we expect to have
what has never been attempted before, and a grand outlook within the next few months.
I do it with a sincere hope that it will The Water Bill, I am glad to say, has not
be fully appreciated.
Honorable members been looked upon as a party measure, and
who desire to compare our loan expendi- it will have the assistance of everyone
ture of the past year with previous years, who takes an interest in the State. I trust
can do so by referring to Statement No. that the two Bills which I have mentioned
16, page 41. It will be observed by that will, when brought into operation, do a
statement that it is the lowest for the last great deal of good for this country. Honorseven years-that IS since 1896-7. We able members who are interested in our retherefore claim that we have been watchful cent conversion loan-and that, I prein all things, more especially in guarding sume, includes all honorable members-are
against undue loan expenditure. Our policy referred to Statement I7, page 42, where
I
for the future will be on the same careful all necessary information is detailed.
lines-not stopping loan expenditure, nor will only be repeating an oft-told tale in
reminding you that our financial advisers
unduly expanding it.
~Ir. PREND'ERGAsT.-Did YOU sav " scare- thought it desirable to place before the
"
ful " ?
£5,000,000 debenture-holders two alterna)Mr. BENT.-I 'said "careful," and tives-either to accept 3k per cent. consoliwas going to add that if things turned out dated stock, maturing 1929-49, or 4 per
well, and the crop proves better than is cent. treasury-bonds, maturing 1st July,
anticipated, instead of. borrowing money, 19 06 , with the option of conversion into
we shall rather payoff a portion from the 3! per cent. stock on or before 31st Desurplus, and carry out public works with cember, 1905, each £,100 bond to carrv
revenue moneys. I may point out that a £ 10 4 'of consolidated stock. That is where
Government-I will not say what Govern- I come in with praise for mv friend, Mr.
ment-once borrowed £15,000 for repairs Shiels. That gentleman was ~ble to accomto main roads. The metal that was bought plish what has not been imDroved on since.
Mr.' PRENDERGAsT.-,-Anybody can float a
,with this money has by now dwindled to dust,
but that capital and the interest upon it loan at a certain cost.
have still to be paid. I hope that things of
Mr. BENT.-There the honorable memthat kind will never occur again, but that ,ber is at it again.
The market was
monev for these temporary works when re- watched for many months for a favorable
quired will be taken out of the revenue. opportunity, and when a time was fixed
We do not intend to bring in any new Ap- (anp a more favorable time has not since
plication Acts until later in the session, . arisen) everything that our bankers could
and then onl y for necessary provision in do, everything that a most influential body
connexion with our railways and water sup- of underwriters could do, was done to cause
ply. There are many works yet to be pro- a favorable flotation. No loan was ever so
ceeded with under the existing Loan Appli- well advertised all over England before,
cation Acts, and these, with the extensive and our financial position as regards loan
works authorized by the Surplus Revenue expenditure was fully detailed in every. imAct, will tend to meet all pressing require- portant newspaper in Great Britain-in
ments and keep the labour market fairly, fact, I may say in all parts of the civilized
and I trust profitably, occupied for some world. The terms offered were, fitst, to
time to come. Should our loan expendi- the debenture-holders, £108 of 3k per cent.
ture be increased to any great extent during stock (or a £100 4 per cent. bond, with
the forthcoming year, it will only be by a cash bonus of £1 '5s.) for each £100
carrying out the policy embraced in our debenture lodged. J:he original debentureWater and Closer Settlement Bills-than holders had from 14th October to 4th Nowhich no better or sounder policy could vember, 1903, to accept this offer. Debenpossibly be placed before the country. tures of the face value of £2,033,700 were
I do not wish to take up honorable mem- lodged for conversion into stock, and debers' time in speaking here about the Closer bentures of the face value of £1,3 6 7,9 00

Tl~e

Budget.

[I 1 OCT., 1904.]

were lodged for conversion into 4 per cent.
bonds, leaving debentures of the face
value of £1,598,400 still unconverted.
The underwriters then determined to give
the public an opportunity of taking up
the balance required, and this balance was
advertised from the 7th to the 13th November. This resulted as follows : -The public took up £273,900 of 3~ stock, and
£242,600 of bonds.
The underwriters
took up £494,424 of stock, and £644,300
of bonds.
The whole transaction panned
out-3! per cent. stock, £2,9 64,7 20 ; 4
per cent. bonds, £2,2154,800; or a total of
£5,21:9,520; of this amount,£1,138,724
had to· be taken by the underwriters. That
fact alone is, I think, a sufficient answer
to our detractors, who have asserted that
we placed the stock too cheaply. The question that has the rr.ost important bearing
to us now is-are the bond-holders going
to convert on or before. 31st December,
1905?
There is no reason why they
should not, when, after the war, the price
of money is cheaper.
Honorable membe.rs will observe bv the statement I have
had prepared that," if the bonds are converted, the net proceeds per £100 will be·
£90 16s. 2d.; and the net rate of interest
per £100, £3 117s. Id.
The latterJ including redemption in forty years, would
oome to about £3 19s. 3d. per cent.
I
have heard a good many people say what
thev could have done.
Mr. Shiels had
for" his advisers, not only the best men in
this country, but the best men in England.
It is all very well to talk glibly about
£5,000,000. Considering the drought, the
starving stock, and other things, I think
the results speak wonders for the great
work he performed, and he deserves our
kindest and best thanks.
I have shown
by these figures what has happened, and I
never heard of any State, nor institution,
that has been able to obtain money on such
good terms. How many thought it would
not come off at all?
The feeling we had
was anythin~ but one of pleasure regarding
this conversion.
New Zealand is a place
that is often spoken about.
It is New
Zealand this and New Zealand that.
We
looked up the papers about New Zealand.
I have taken the opportunity to cut a paragraph from the daily press about New Zealand, and when members are speaking on
the Budget, they will be able to show
exactly the state of New Zealand, but I
trust that thev will be loval to our State,
and that they will not 'forget that Victoria is not the worst country in the world
to live in.
I have known people, who
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went to other parts, and who came back
here and said that there was no
better place to live in. It is om duty as
representatives of the people to hold up
our own country in every way, and to encourage people to come here. Look at our
climate and our people. Look at our land,
and last, but not least, look at this reformed
Parliament.
1\1r. COLEcHIN.-That is just the faultv
part of it.
Mr. BENT.-Look at the Treasurer you
have before you, who, as Treasurer, appears
for the first time on any stage This is the
quotation about New Zealand:London, 16th September.
The New Zealand Government has placed
on the London ~arket £320,000 worth of 4 per
cent. Stock, havmg a currency of five years at
99; and [85,000 worth of 4 per cent. Stock, having a currency of four years at par.
After a long period without any Australasian
borrowing in London, it is now reported by cable
that New Zealand has issued £320,000 in the
shape of 4 per cents. for five years at 99, and
£8~,?00 for five years at par. Considering the
pOSItIon of the London market for Australasian
Government Securities, the rates obtained are not
unsatisfactory, though they are gross only and
it is impossible to state definitely the net r~turn.
Allowing for expenses, on the usual scale, the
C?st to the colony must be fully 4~ per cent., a
hIgher rate than paid for the issues made in Australia at the close of last and beginning of this
year.

We have not borrowed at all for a long
time, and we have allowed New Zealand to
do all the borrowing. The price that this
paragraph shows that our thrifty neighbours
have had to pay for ~heir loan moneys mav
indicate to us that, for the very large su~
that we had to test the market for, we might
have come off very much worse than we did'.
I thank honorable members for the attention they have given me, and for the kindness they have shown me, and I will not
trouble them very much longer, but I cannot conclude without making a few remarks
about our great mining industry. I asked
the Minister of Mines to give me some information about the industry. I may say
I have put a little capital into the industrv
before now, and I have a kind'! y regard fo~
it. I am pleased to be able to say to
honorable members that this great industry,
which has contributed so much· in the past
towards the building up of this State, still
continues in a prosperous condition. The
gold yield for the past half of this year
was 395,466 oz., which is 14,274 oz.-or
about £57,100 in value-more than was
won for rhe corresponding six months of last
year. That is a good deal of money. I went
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through the records, and I found that the
gold taken out of the bowels of the earth
this year is, with the exception of two
years, equal to the amount taken out in
any year. The sum of £30,000 was pro·
vided in the Surplus Revenue Bill to enable
assistance to be extended to mining companies and co-operative parties, under the
provisions of the Mining Development Act,
to carry out additional boring for gold,
and to provide a better class of drills
and improved prospecting batteries. Including the (lmount ~hown in the Esti·
mates, £15,000 is set apart for boring;
tenders have been accepted for five additional batteries, which will be fitted with
improved gold-saving appliances; and in·
quiries are being made regarding the best
and most economic t)'1pe of drill for boring purposes. Twenty-seven applications
have been received from companies for assistance to the extent of £56,250, and 268
applications from co-operative companies
for loans amounting to £47,800, which are
now being fully reported upon, and will be
dealt with at an early date.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-\Vill thev be dealt
with openly?
.
Mr. BENT.-"Vhy not? Exhaustive inquiries are also being made as to the best
and most modern appliances in use elsewhere in deep mines for counteracting
the effects of dust and foul air, and improving the conditions under which work
IS carried on under ground. Owing to strikes
the output of coal was considerably reduced, being only 64,200 tons.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I hope it will remain considerably reduced.
Mr. BENT.-This was valued at
£40,818, as against 255,164 tons for the
preceding year. I have not had time tonight to see how another place is getting on
with the Amending Mines Bill, but I read
in the newspapers that there was a bit of a
hitch there. When the Bill becomes lawI am safe in saying when it becomes law,
because it must become law, for this House
devoted a great deal of time to it, thrashed
it out from every point of view, and I
am very much mistaken in the members of
this House if they do not insist on the work
thev have done being carried into law-it
will give greater security of tenure to investors, simplify procedure in many ways,
and will, it is hoped, materially assist in
the development of this great source of
material wealth.
If honorable members will refer to the accompanying
paper No. 25, page 53, they will
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find some interesting particulars set
out. I t is well worth honorable members' while to read that mining report. I
would almost take the liberty of reading
it myself, but it is printed in large type,
and it will be a pleasure to members to read.
it. I am very much obliged to honorable
members for the kindly consider ation they
have shown me, and I will not take the
liberty of trespassing on their time any
longer, although I have abundant material
to enable me to continue for a very long
time. If I continued much longer I would
exhaust honorable members' patience, and
it would be improper for me to do so. In
concluding my Statement, I have faithfully
and honestly endeavoured to lay before honorable members the actual position of the
public finances of the State. I congratulate the House-I congratulate the country
-on the prosperous vista opening before us.
I see, as the result of the policy of this
session, that honorable members are helping us to formulate smiling homes, beautiful
gardens, and well-pastured plains, watered
by the melting snows from our mountain
ranges; and I lead my golden-haired girl
. by the hand-now a cultured matron-and
say to her, " This is a goodly land for you
and your children's children to dwell in."
This is my first attempt at a Budget Statement, and I started rather nervously. For
'the last fortnight I have worried in all
directions. I have examined nearly every
item in our public accounts. I feel quite
sure that, with the papers I have handed
round, honorable members will have no
difficulty in ascertaining for themselves the
state of our accounts. I feel that I have
received at honorable members' hands that
measure of considelation which they have
always extended to me. I beg to moveThat a sum not exceeding £683,293 be granted
to His Majesty for or towards defraying the
following services for the year 1904-5, viz. ; Legislative Council, £200; Legislative Assembly, £1,510; Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Railways, £70; Victorian Parliamentary Debates, £615; The Library, £170; State Reading
Room, £305; Refreshment Rooms, £250; Public
Service Commissioner, £265; Administrative and
Scientific, £5,755; Government Statist, £2,665;
Police, £47,000; Penal Establishments and Gaols,
£8,450; Hospitals for the Insane, £21,730; Neglected Children and Reformatory· Schools,
£10,775; Public Library, Museums, and Nationar
Gallery, £3,255; Government Shorthand 'Writer~
£340; Auditor-General, £1,875; Aborigines"
£900; Exhibitions, £50; Grants, £975; Miscellaneous (Chief Secretary's Department), £7,485;
Education, £5,247; Education, £97,100; Melbourne University, £3,250; Technical Schools,
£2,875; Miscellaneous (Education Department),
£360; Supreme Court, £560; Law Officers of the

Consolidated Revenue
Crown, £1,7°7; Crown Solicitor, £774; Prothono·
tarv, £242; Master in Equity and Lunacy, £646;
Registrar.General and Registrar of Titles,
£4,963; Patents, £77; Sheritf, £942; Comptrol.
ler of Stamps, &c., £876; County Courts, Courts
of Insolvency, Courts of Mines, General and
Petty Sessions, £1,862; Police Magistrates and
Wardens, £2,242; Clerks of Courts, £3,235;
Coroners, £520; Treasury, £4,910; Income Tax,
'£2,400; Curator of Estates 01 Deceased Persons,
£29S; Government Printer, £11,373; Grant to
Charitable Institutions, £3,000; T:ransport, &c.,
£300; Travelling Expenses, Governor, &c., £8so;
Miscellaneous (Treasury Department), £400 ;
Survey, Land Settlement, and Management of
Crown Lands, £U,IOO; Public Parks, Gardens,
and Reserves, £840; Botanical and Domain Gar·
dens, £1,240; Extirpation of Rabbits and Wild
Animals, £2,80S; Village Settlements and Labour
Colonies, £280; Miscellaneous (Lands Depart.
ment), £200; Public Works, .G5,S09; Ports and
Harbors, £4,s06; Victorian Railways Construe·
tion Branch, £615; Miscellaneous, £220; Works
and Buildings, £10,115; Road Works and
Bridges, £100; Mines, £3,977; Te!>ting Plants,
.£500; Boring for Gold, Coal, &c., £2,000; Mis·
cellaneous (Mines Department), £1,150; "Water
Supply, £1,907; Waterworks in Country Dis·
tricts, &c., £400; Coliban, Geelong, National,
and other Works, £3,850; Agriculture and Indus·
tries, £1,558; Diseases in Stuck, £643; Vegeta.
tion Diseases, £671; Technical Agricultural Edu.
cation, £2,S26; Sate Forests and Nurseries,
£1,S56; Viticulture Industry, £400; Develop·
ment of Export Trade, £50; Grants, £128; Mis·
cellaneous (Agricultural Department), £4,292;
Public Health, £3,181; Victorian Railways,
£350,000; Miscellaneous (Railway Department),
[1,328; Total, £683,293,

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution was reported to the House and
adopted.
WAYS AND MEANS.
The House having resolved itself into
Committee of Ways and Means,
Mr. BENT movedThat towards making good the supply granted
to His Majesty for the service of the year 1904'S,
the sum of £683,293 be granted out of the con·
:solidated revenue of Victoria.

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution was reported to the House.
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
(No.4)·
The resolution passed in Committee of
Ways and Means was considered and
,adopted.
Authority having been given to Mr. Bent
"and IV[r. Swinburne to introduce a Bill to
carry out the resolution,
Mr. BENT brought up a Bill "to apply
-out of the consolidated revenue the sum
of £683,293 to the service of the year
19 0 4 -5," and moved that it be read a first
"time.
The motion was agreed to.

Bill

(l{~.

4).

The Bill was then read a first time, and
was afterwards passed th!I:Jugh its remaining stages.
The House adjourned at SlX minutes to
nine o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
liVednesday, October

12,

1904.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at ten
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.
HOURS OF LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEMEN.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS asked the Attorney-GeneralI. If his attention has been directed to the fol·
lowing paragraph in the Age newspaper of the
10th instant, viz. : Complaints have been frequently made' of
" sweating" in the Rail wa y Department,
and an illustration of the objectionable
practice has just been reported in Ballarat. Early on Friday morning an
assistant engine was attached to !he Ade·
laide express to Melbourne, and when
the city was reached it was decided to
send the assisting locomotive back with
a goods train in charge of the same
driver and fireman.
On the return
journey the train was delayed at the
various stations in shunting. The unfortunate men in charge of the train did
not return to Ballar~t until 8.30 on
Saturday morning, and were thus 25
hours on duty; and
2. If such statement is correct?

The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-The
answer to the first question is that my attention had not been directed to the paragraph
until the honOIable member gave notice of
the question.
In reply to the second
question, I have not yet been able to ascertain if the statement is correct.
MELBOURNE HARBOR TRUST
WHARFAGE RATES.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD movedThat there be laid before this House a return
showingI. The rates lately adopted by the Melbourne
Harbor Trust for the port of Melbourne.
2. The sums such rates would yield at each
port or place of landing in the State other than
Melbourne, differentiating between goods from
any port in the Commonwealth and goods from
elsewhere, and the cost of collecting same at
each port.
3. To what extent the goods from each Victorian port will be penalized on being landed in
the port of Melbourne.
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4. What loss would be caused to the revenue
were no wharfage rates to be collected at ports
i.n Victoria, other than Melbourne, on goods
landed from any part of the Commonwealth.

Amendment Bill.

the opinion of the boo.rd, cause con·
tamination, injury, or pollution to any
ri ver, stream, water-course, lake, or
reservoir not exempted from the operation of this section as hereinafter pro·
vided, or to any agricultural or grazing land adjacent thereto, to make
such provision, or take such steps, as
the board shall direct, to prevent such
pollution or injury; and
(c) to report to the Minister, and make such
recommendations, as the board shall
think fit, in connexion with every application for a mining lease for any
area upon which the applicant intends
to carryon sluicing, dredging, or other
mining operations which may contaminate, pollute, or injure, or contribute
towards (he contamination, pollution,
or injury of any river, stream, watercourse, lake, or reservoir not exempted
from the operation of this section as
hereinafter provided.

The Hon. W. PITT said he had no objection to the motion. These questions could
not be answered with any degree of accuracy at present, as the proposed new rates
had not been confirmed. After such rates
had been adopted, it would be difficult to
estimate the cost of preparing an answer, as
no record had been kept of the amount of
goods arriving coastwise in any port in
Victoria.
However, a fair understanding of the matter regarding questions 2 and
4 might be arrived at by the assumption that
the new rates would be arranged by the
Melbourne Harbor Trust to maintain the
present revenue by lower all-round rates.
The revenue derived during the past year He said that as it had been decided that
for our ports, other than Geelong, was the permit should be granted by the Min£1,085. Geelong yielded £3,812, and ister upon the report of the board, he deit might be assumed that the future revenue sired to movewould be app:roximately the same.
That paragraph (aa) be omitted.
The motion was agreed to.
That paragraph would impose upon the
MINES ACTS FURTHER
board the duty of granting the permit.
AMENDMENT BILL.
The Han. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
The House went into Committee for the wlien he firsb spoke on the clause he had
further consideration of this Bill.
the honour of pointing out that it was
Discussion was resumed on clause 60, pro- drawn on a wrong principle-that mining
viding for the appointment of a Sludge came first, and the preservation of our
Abatement Poard, and for its constitution rivers and streams afterwards.
It was
upon that principle that his amendments
and duties.
The Han. J. M. DAVIES called atten- were framed, as he wished to make the
tion to sub-clause (3), which was as fol- preservation of the waters come first as a
national duty, and that this kind of mining
lows:.
should only be allowed where it did not
It shall be the duty of the boardinjure the national interest. The paragraph
(aa) to refuse to sanction or grant a permit
for any sluicing, dredging, hydraulic, the Attorney-General proposed to omit
or other mining operations which, in could very easily be altered to meet the cirthe opinion of the board, could not be cumstances of the case, simply by omitting
carried on without serious injury to the words "sanction or grant," and insertany river, stream, water-course, lake,
or reservoir not exempted from the ing some such word as "recommend." By
operation of this section as hereinafter retaining the paragraph and amending it
provided, or to any agricultural or as he suggested, it would carry out what ~:.e
grazing lands adjacent thereto.
believed was the wish of the Committee,
(a) to investigate any cumplaint made of
serious contamination, pollution, or in- namely, that the preservation of our rivers
jury caused by sluicing, dredging, or and streams· should be the first interest, and
other mining operations to any river; that in spite of the alteration made last
stream, water-course, lake, or reser- night, it should be the duty of the board
voir not exempted from the operation
and of the Minister to make the preservaof this section as hereinafter provided,
or to any agricultural or grazing land tion of our rivers and streams the first conHe wished to moveadjacent thereto, and to order any sideration.
person causing or directing such operations to make such provision, or take
such steps as the board shall direct to
prevent the continuance of such contamination, pollution, or injury.
(0) to order any person about to commence
or authorize sluicmg, dredging, or
other mining operations which will, in

That the words" sanction or grant" be omitted,
with the view of inserting the word "recommend."

TheRon. J. M. DAVIES said he did
not obiect to Mr. Manifold amending the
clause' in whatever way he chose. There
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was no provision made for the board to recommend. The board had to report and
point out: all the evils and all the advantages.
The amendment was really an attempt to restore the power to the board-the
power to make it the contlOlling body, so
that it would be able to recommend that the
permit be granted or that it be refused.
The Minister would want all the circumstances set out to enable him to judge. That
was the position.
He was not objecting
to any amendment, 1;>ecause, if amended in
any form, the clause would be equally objectionable.
Tne Hon. 'tV. S. MANIFOLD remarked that he thought it would be very
easy to adopt some other word than "recommend," to which the Minister objected
so strongly.
Of course, it would take a
second or two to think out. The first thing
to decide would be whether the clause was
to stand or not.
The CHAIRMAN .-1 would point out
to the honorable member that, if the
opinion of the Committee is taken on whether the clause should be struck out or not,
and the clause is struck out, it would be
too late for any amendments.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN said that last
night they struck out the word "board"
where it. first occurred in sub-clause (2A).
Following upon that the Committee might
make sub-clause (3) read-" It shall be the
duty of the Minister to refuse to sanction
or grant a permit for any sluicing, dredging, hydraulic, or other mining operations,"
after receiving an adverse report from the
board.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU said that
one objection to Mr. Cussen's proposal was
that it would be defining the duty of the
Minister.
If they substituted the word
" Minister" for "board," a number of
other alterations would also have to be
made, and they would have to insert the
words rc it shall be the duty of the board
to report. Y'
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD stated
that a suggestion had been made to him
that sub-clause (3) might be altered radically so as to provideNo permit, other than a temporary permit,
shall be granted, if the Minister is of opinion,
after considering the report of the board in relation to any application for such permit, that
the operations carried, or proposed to be carried,
on by the applicant are causing, or could cause,
pollution or injury of a substantial character to
any river, stream, water-course, lake, or reservoir not exempted from the operation of this section, as hereinafter provided, or to any agricultural or grazing lands adjacent thereto.
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That would certainly meet his (~1r. Manifold's) view to some extent, and would enable a temporary permit to be given.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-It is impossib1e for me to follow an amendment of
this kind, brought on in this manner.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
he was in the hands of the Committee, and
\yould leave the matter to honorable members' decision as to whether paragraph (aa)
should be retained.
The Hon. W. LITTLE observed that
he would like to know from the AttorneyGeneral if he would accept the amendment
just read by Mr. :Manifold in substitution
for paragraph (aa).
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-No.
I do
not know the meaning of it yet.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR remarked that
if the
sub-clause was to stand, .he
prefer
to
amend
paragraph
would
(aa) by making the permit one from
the MInister, and not the board.
He
understood that l\iJr. Manifold's object was
that they did not want any more mining,
if it was to pollute a river, and that it
would be the dutv of the Minister not to
sanction or grant' a permit for any sluicing, dredging, hydraulic, or other mining
operations which might result in material
injury to the river.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that
honorable members could understand that
if he accepted something, his colleague in
another place could not move that the
amendment be disagreed with.
Consequently he (Mr. Davies) was not prepared
to accept amendments of that sort.
The
matter was in the hands of the Committee
He did
to pass or nOot, as they liked.
not know what "serious injury" meant.
That was one of the difficulties in conThe Government
nexion with this clause.
had provided for a definition of the word
"SeriOou~ contamination" appollution.
parently was to be something less than
" pollution," and he supposed that" serious
injury" was to be something less than
"serious contamination," but who was to
decide?
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU remarked
that if they passed the clause as it was,
they would be passing a clause that would
In view of what the
not be operative.
Committee had done previously, he begged
to moveThat the word .e board," after the words
of the," be str\lck out.

cc

duty

Then a little lower down in paragraph
(aa), where the words, "in the opinion of
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the board," occurred, he would strike out
the word "board" there also, and insert
" Minister."
This was what Mr. Cussen
suggested.
"
The Hon. J. BALFOUR. - What about
" serious injury" ?
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU said that
that could be defined.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-We should say
what it is to mean before we pass it.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU said that
those words came in subsequently.
The Hon. W. CAIN remarked that subclause (2A), as amended the previous et'ening, provided that the board should recommend to the Minister. The whole of subclause (3) was supposed to set out what the
duties of the board were, and if they substituted the word ""Minister" for "board"
he did not see how it would work. It would,
perhaps, be better if they struck out the
words at the commencement of paragraph
(aa) "to refuse to sanction or grant a permit for" and substituted the words, "The
board shall not recommend any sluicing
which, in the opinion of the board, could
not be carried on without injury."
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEu.-That may
be too open.
The Hon. W. CAl N said that the object of the clause, and the wish of honorable members, was to prevent the rivers
from being contaminated.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-Exempt all
the rivers.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-That would be
the best-that every river, stream, watercourse, lake, or reservoir should be exempted!
.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU.-That is not
my view.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT remarked
that after the amendment they had made in
sub-clause (2A) ·the previous evening, there
seemed now no great' necessity for paragraph (aa). The duties of the board were
very well defined in the Bill as it was presented to them in paragraphs (a), (b), and
(c), and he was with the Attorney-General
in urging that they should not insist on retaining paragraph (aa).
If the business of
sluicing was only to be carried on on the
permit of the Minister, after the board
had reported to him, that, he thought,
was as far as the Committee should
go. He did not think they should go
on to say what the duties of the
board were. It was only fair to assume that the board would be an intelligent body of gentlemen who would inquire
into these different matters before they re-
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ported to the Minister, who, acting on that
report, would grant or refuse the permit.
But the permit was something before the
granting of the lease. It was to enable the
company to continue these operations for a
short time. 'Vhy should the House assume
that the board was not going to perform
its duty? It would give a clear decisive
report to the Minister.
Honorable members would see what high duties they were to
be.
On a complaint being made of serious
contamination, the board would have to inquire into it, and report to the Minister.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU. - Look at
paragraph (c). The board has to report
before the things are actually commenced.
Sir HENRY ,CUTHBERT said that
the report to the Minister, in paragraph
(c), was in regard to applications for
a mining lease for an area upon which
the applicant intended to carryon sluicing, dredging, or other mining operations. The men who were carrying on
operations now would, in all probability, get
their permits to continue until the case was
investigated." Time was given to the board
tJ investigate.
He thought that para·
graphs (a), (b), and (c) were quite sufficient for the protection of landed property
and riparian proprietors.
The Han. J. BALFOUR remarked that
he was inclined to Support Mr. Baillieu's
That would mean that, as
amendment.
the beginning of his duties, the Minister
would have to consider whether the work·
ings would' cause the pollution of the river
before he granted a permit.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-It says nothing
about pollution.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said that the
words" serious injury" would be amended
or defined.
The Minister of Mines had
already told him (Mr. Balfour) that the
first thing the board would' do would be to
examine and investigate every river and
stream in the country and report on them.
would ha.ve to consider before he granted a
permit whether the workings would cause
[he pollution of the rIver.
The Han. J. M. DAVIEs.-I said I could
not accept that.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said that he
did not mean that the Attorney-General
should accept it to the extent of its being
binding on the Minister, but that it should
be accepted as something indicating the wish
of the Council that the Minister should
first of all consider, in respect to every
permit, whether the grant-ing of it would
pollute the river.
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The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU said that
they might drop out the words "serious
injury" and insert" pollution" where they
That would' make the whole
occurred.
clause more in order.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR. - That comes
after.
The Hon. W. S. ;\1ANIFOLD remarked
that Mr. Baillieu's amendment opened up
another question.
If the Committee could
postpone the sub-clause until they had
dealt with sub-clauses (6) and (6A): they
could define the meaning of the words" pol.
lution '" and' "contamination."
Then they
could come back and amend sub-clause (3).
The CHAIRMAN.-It is not usual to
postpone a sub-clause.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that this
was the only clause they now had to deal
with in the Bill. He felt that it would be
passed by the Committee in such a way that
it would not be acceptable, and the sooner it
was passed the better. Nothing would be
gained by postponing it. They had spent
the whole of the previous day in dealing
with two or three lines.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD remarked
that he would submit that even if it had
taken a fortnight, that expenditure of time
would have been warranted, as this was the
most important thing in the whole Bill.
What another place might do with the
Council's amendments had nothing to do
with the question. He, however, wished to
consult the wishes of the Minister, and he
would explain to the Committee the reason
why he had introduced other words than
" pollution" into the Bill.
Honorable
rr.embers would note that the Government
had defined the word "pollution," and
on looking closely at sub-clause (6)
they would notice that it was excessively
vague. The clause liad been drafted evidently~ without very· much oonsideration,.
and needed amendment in many different
lines. Pollution was stated to be water
containing not less than 1,000 grains of
earthy or mineral matter to the gallon, or
75 of noxious or poisonous matter to the
gallon. There was another clause in the
Bill which stated that if a river was very
much polluted, and was unfit for stock or
domestic use, it could be exempted, and
thrown open for as much sludge as people
chose to put info it. ,Under that provision every river that was at all seriously
polluted, and was unfit for stock or human
use, could be exempted and converted into
a sludge channel. That was the style of
legislation they were asked to pass.
He
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proposed to punish a person for polluting
a liver at all. Then, with regard to something that did not. amount quite to the Government scale of pollution, he had suggested that any ordinary contamination
should be investigated by the board. He
must confess that in drafting sub-clause
(aa) instead of using the word" injury," it
would have been better to have used the
word "contamination."
The Han. W. L. BAILLIEU.-Why not
stick to "pollution"?
The Han. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
if they permitted a river to be polluted, It
could come under the Governrr.ent proposals, and be exempted, and proclaimed a
sludge channel. 'His idea was to get two
standards-the Government standard of
pollution, on which an application could
be made to exempt the river, and have it
thrbwn open for sludge, and also a le.sser
degree of contamination which might only
be subject to investigation by the board.
If the amendment now before the Comrr.ittee, to omit the word "board" and insert
the word "Minister" was carried, he
would ask the Committee subsequently to
strike out the word "injury," and substitute "contamination," as refe.rred to in the
last of his amendments which he had circulated.
The Committee divided on the question
that the word "board" stand part of the
sub-clauseAyes
9
Noes
13
Majority for Mr. Baillieu's amendment

4

AYES.

Mr.
Sir
Mr.
Dr.
Mr.

Aikman
Henry Cuthbert
Davies
Embling
McDonald

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Baillieu
Balfour
Crooke
Cussen
Evans
Harwood
Irvine

Mr. Pitt
Mr. Sachse
Tellen.
Mr. Cain
Mr. McBryde
NOES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Little
Manifold
McLellan
Ritchie
Tellers.
Mr. Melville
. Mr. Pearson

The Han. W. L. BAILLIEU movedThat the word "Minister'" be inserted.
~he amendment was agreed to.
The Hon., W. L. BAILLIEU moved-

That "board" in paragraph (aa) be omitted,.
arld "Minister" inserted.

The amendment was agre'ed to.
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The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD movedThat" injury" in paragraph (aa) be omitted,
with a view to insert" contamination."

He said that in one of his amendments he
spoke of " serious contamination not amounting to pollution."
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-You do not define what" seriollS contamination" is.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said he
proposed to provide by a new sub-clause
(6A) that pollution was punishable by a fine,
and that any serious contamination, not
amounting to pollution, might be investigated by the board.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR observed that he
could not vote for inserting "contamination"
here, because paragraph (aa) was now an instruction to the Minister not to grant a permit for sluicing or dredging on any river
that would be contaminated.
Then, when
one came to find out what contamination
'vas, he found that the board had to ascertain what contamination meant. The word
"pollution" ought to be inserted here, because "pollution" was defined.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said he
thought he had pointed out clearly that,
under the terms of the Government definition of "pollution," and also under subclause (4) of this clause, providing for the
extmption of rivers that were already
polluted, if the Committee permitted pollution to take place, they would thereby render that river or reservoir bIble to be exempted from thE! Act, and to be given over
altogether to sludge and poisonous matter.
This was why it was absolutely necessary
that the Committee should practically prohibit pollution; in thel Government sense of
the word, or at all events make it punishable, and should allow anything short of
pollution to be the subject of investigation
by the board. His amendment did not say
that rivers should not be contaminated, but
it said that any serious contamination might
be the subject of investigation.
The Hon. J. BALFouR.-This paragraph,
as you propose to amend it, will say that the
Minister has no right to grant a permit on
any river that would be seriously contaminated thereby.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
serious contamination meant something short
of pollution.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
Mr. Manifold proposed the omission of "injury," in order that" contamination" might
be substituted, as if some plainer meaning

was being given to the clause. He might
a3 weill leave it "serious injury" as "serious
contamination."
" Pollution" . had got a
definition under the measure, but Mr. Manifold wanted something without a definition,
though he had explained that it must
be something less than pollution.
The
honorable IT.ember did not say how
That would -1epend upon
much less.
the mind of the person proposing to deal
with it. He supposed it was a matter of
course that there would, be some injury or
some contamination to every river or stream
into which a little earth went, and that was
the reason of the necessity for a definition,
but Mr. Manifold practically wanted to prohibit any kind of sluicing in connexion with
any river. The' honorable member first succee?ed in getting a: reduction from 1,000
grams to the gallon to 800 grains to the
gallon, and in proposing that reduction, the
honorable member presumably thought that
that was a reasonable quantity. He (Mr.
Davies) made no objection to that proposal.
The honorable member was now not satisfie'd, and said he wanted something less
than that~ Why did not the honorable member propose' to strike out " pollution" al together, and put in "contamination," and
provide that" contamination means the sending into a stre,am of one grain to the
gallon,"
because that was w,hat the
honorable
member
was
aiming
at?
The honorable member talked about
loose drafting, but every amendment the
honorable member had proposed required to
be ·redrafted, and altered, and touched up
over and over again, so that it did not lie
in the honorable member's mouth to accuse
the Government of bringing forward loosely
drafted clauses.
The Han. W. S. MANIFOLD observed
that when a measure was brought forward
whi~h defined" pollution H as meaning 1,000
grams to the gallon, and when it
was shown that 36 grains and upwards to the gallon was liable to
become injurious to health, some provision
ought to ?e made for something less than
1:000 grams to the gallon. His proposition
dId not prohibit mining accompanied
by ~ reasonable contamination, but if 1,000
grams of matter to the gallon was put into
a creek-The Hon.
red grains.

J.

M. DAVIES.--Eight hund-

The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said the
Attorney-General need not take much credit
for not opposing that amendment, because
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the other night the honorable gentleman
would not oppo.se anything after a certain
stage.
The Han. J. ~I. DAVIEs.-I had it on
my notes, "This is not to be opposed."
The Han. "V. S. MANIFOLD said the
Committee did not have the benefit of the
honorable gentleman's notes. At all events,
80.0. grains to the gallon was an excessive amount, so far as public health was
concerned. If that degree of pollution was
permitted under the Government proposal,
there ,vas always a chanc~ of that river
or creek, or reservoir, being proclaimed a
sludge channel, and exempted altogether
from the sludge provisions. Therefore, it
was a very reasonable suggestion that if
there was some contamination amounting to
a less degree than 80.0. grains to the gallon,
it should be the subject of investigation by
the board.
Mr. Manifold's amendment to strike out
" injury" was agreed to.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES movedThat "pollution" be inserted.

The Hon. J. BALFOUR remarked that
the paragraph would then read "without
serious pollution to any river, &c." The
word "serious" would have to came out.
He could never vote for inserting" contamination," when there was no definition of it.
p:'.he only thing the Committee could do was
to insert "pollution," because a definition
of it was provided.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD SaId the
effect of the Attorney-Generar s amendment
would be that no matter how much 'water
might be in jured up to the limit of 80.0.
grains to the gallon, sluicing would go on.
The Hon. J. BALFouR.-If the Minister
chooses.
The Hon. T. C. HARwooD.-Anything
short of 80.0. grains to the gallon will be
permitted.
The Hon. J. 1\1. DAVIEs.-May· be permitted.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said that
if the Committee adopted the AttorneyGeneral's amendment thev must do so with
the clear understanding -'that the Minister
would have power to permit sluicing to be
carried on, and an injury to be caused to
the water to an extent which would be prejudicial to stock and to human beings, because anything short of pollution might be
permitted by the Minister.
The Hon. W. CAIN.-Cyanide water
would be permitted.
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The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said there
were many substances which would be dangerous, and ,vhich might be permitted to
flow into a stream.
The Han. W. L. BAILLIED observed
that while he was responsible for the principal amendment made in this sub-clause) he
felt that protection was given without it,
and he did not know that I\1r. Manifold
had not got all the necessary protection in
paragraph (c), which distinctly provided
that the board should .have power to report to the Minister and make recommendations in connexion with every application
for a mining lease, for any area upon which
the applicant intended to carryon sluicing,
dredging, or other mining operations which
might contaminate, pollute, or injure, or
contribute towards the contamination) pollution, or injury of any river.
rf·he Hon. J. BALFouR.-We have not
carried that yet.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU said" contaminate" was put into the paragraph last
Thursday night.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-The clause
hag been recommitted to consider that point.
The Committee divided on Mr. Davies'
amendmentAyes ...
9
Noes ...
15
Majority against the amendment

6

AYES.

Mr. Aikman
Sir Henry Cuthbert
Mr. Davies
Mr. McDonald
Mr. Payne

I
'I

Mr. Pitt
Mr. Sachse
Tellers.
Mr. Balfour
Mr. Luxton

NOES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Dr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Baillieu
Cain
Cussen
Embling
Harwood
Irvine
Little
Manifold

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

McBryde
McLellan
Melville
Pearson
Ritchie
Tellers.
Mr. Crooke
Mr. Evans

The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD movedThat "contamination" be inserted.

The amendment was agreed to.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD stated that
it would be necessary to insert between paragraph (.aa) and paragraph (a) the words
" It shall be the duty of the board." Paragraph (aa) now defined the duty of the Minister, and the succeeding paragraphs would
define the duties of the board. He begged
to move-That the words "It shall be the duty of the
board" be inserted before paragraph (a).

The amendment was agreed to.
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The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that he
AYES.
had intended to move a number of amend- Mr. Baillieu
Mr. Manifold
Mr. McBryde
ments to omit " serious contamination" and Mr. Cain
Mr.
Crooke
Mr.
Melville
~, contamination," wherever thev occurred in
Mr_ Cuss en
Mr. Pearso'l
paragraphs (a), (b), and (c), but he could Dr. Embling
Mr. Ritchie
see that it was useless to do so after the last Mr. Evans
Tellers.
Mr. Irvine
vote.
" Pollution" was defined.
Then Mr. Harwood
Mr. McLellan
., serious contamination" was provided for, Mr. Little
NOES.
which was to be something less than pollution, and then "contamination" was speci- Mr. Aikman
Mr. Pitt
Mr. Sachse
fied, which he supposed was to be something Mr. Balfour
Henry Cuthbert
Mr. Stuart
He Sir
less than "serious contamination."
Mr. Davies
pointed this out to show the difficulty in Mr. Luxton
Tellers.
which the present wording of the clause Mr. Miller
Mr. McDonald
Mr. Pratt
would place anybody "vho had to admin- Mr. Payne
ister it, should it by any chance ever become
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD movedlaw.

That in line 7 of the proviso, after the word

Consequential amendments were made in ., and," the words "published at least three
times" be inserted.,
paragraphs (b) and (c) of sub-clause (3).
The amendment was agreed to.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES drew attenSub-clause
(5) was consequentially
tion to sub-clause (4), relating to the power
of the board to exempt rivers, &c., from amended.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD proposed
the operation of the clause, and said that
last week a proviso was' inserted to the ef- the addition to clause 60 of the following
feet tl:at no exemption should be given new sub-clause:6B. Any person carrying on the business of hywhere it was proved to the satisfaction of
draulic mining, dredging, sluicing, or any other
the board that the continued inflow of form
of mining, who, except during the currency
sludge would cause injury to adjacent pro. of a temporary permit, shall pollute, w~thin the
perty. He begged to movemeaning of the last preceding sub-sectIOn, a~y
That the following words be omitted from the
sub-clause :-" Provided that no exemption shall
be given in any case where it is proved to the
tiatisfaction of the board that the continued inflow
of sludge would cause injury to adjacent property, and notice shall, at least twenty-one days
beforehand, be given in the Government Gazette
and in a newspaper circulating in the locality
affected by all proposed exemptions."

The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU said that
the proviso which the Attorney-Gener:iI now
wished the Committee to strike out was inserted upon an amendment moved by him
(Mr. Baillieu). If that proviso were not
put in, a channel, river, or creek migl:t be
exempted altogether, and the miners would
be permitted to put into it any quantity of
sludge. The proviso was surely a reasonable one, seeing that the board must be
satisfied in the matter, and that full notIce
would have to be given. Be trusted the
Committee would not strike out the words.
The Committee divided on the question
that the words proposed to be omitted stand
part of the sub-c1auseAyes
IS
Noes ...
12
Majority against Mr.
amendment

Davies'
3

river, stream, water-course, .la~e, or reserVOIr,
shall be liable, on conVIctIon, to a penalty not exceeding £25 for every day upon
which such pollution is continued:
And any
serious contamination, not amountmg to pollution, of any river, stream, water-course,. lake, or
reservoir, maybe investigated by the saId board,
as hereinbefore provided.

He said that this was the sub-clause that
he had referred to a short while ago wheu
he attempted to define the difference between "contamination" and "pollution."
He would not take up the time of tLe Committee in debating the matter at any fur·
ther length. He han inser~ed. the" wo~d
" serious"
before " contammatlOn,
1ll
order to protect the miner against fdyolous
complaints. It was one of the dutIes of
the board to investigate these complaints,
and it would never do for the miners to be
liable to be complained of merely because
there was a slight discolouratioll of the.
water. If, however, the party complaining
-it migl:t be a water trust 'or other public
bodv-could show that the water was
spolled to such an extent that in the opinion
of medical authorities it was likely to injure the public health, he certainly tnought
the !board would be justified in making an
order that the water sl:ould not be so contaminated. The Government Bill made no
provision whatever in that respect. As the
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Bill was originally drawn no complaint
need be entertained by the board unless the
injury to the water amounted to pollution,
and, as he had previously endeavoured to
show, that which was injurious to health.
was far short of what the Government
called pollution.
The Hon. J. :M. DAVIES said he really
could not see the reason why this new subclause was proposed.
Under paragraph
(a) of sub-clause -(3), it was the duty of the
board to investigate any complaint made
of serious contamination, pollution, or injury, and to make any order teat might be
necessary to prevent its cORtinuance. Under
sub-clause (5), any person disobeying such
an brder became liable to a penalty of
£ 25 per da y. I t was now proposed by
Mr. Manifold that, without going to the
boarCl at all, and without any investigation
'by the board, any person might sue to recover the penalty. If that were so, wr.v
should the board make any previous invp-~
tigation or order? The two provisions
would be inconsistent. It would be left, he
supposed, to the justices in every Court
throughout the State to decide for themselves whether a rIver was polluted or not.
If Mr. Manifold wished to say that "seriou::;
contamination" should mean something less
than" pollution" he should say so in plam
language.
This sub-clause was the
strangest way he (Mr. Davies) had evr..:r
~nown of giving a definition of any partIcular word-" any serious contamination
not amounting to pollution." The honorable member should say, "Serious contamination means contamination less than pollution. " The proposed new sub-clause as
it stood seemed most unreasonable and he
(Mr. Davies) was obliged to obj~ct to it
absolutely.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said he
would withdraw the sub-clause with the
object of inserting a few words to take the
place of the last paragraph.
Mr. Manifold's amendment was withdrawn.
The Hon. W. S. :MANIFOLD moved. That the following new sub-clause be added
t, the clause :-." , Serious contamination' means
contamination which, in the opinion of the
board, would cause serious injury without amounting to pollution within the meaning of the last
preceding sub-section."
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perly used, and should be struck out, with
the view of inserting the words "existing
at the commencement of this Act." He
begged to moveThat the words "previously existing" be omitted, with the view of inserting the words "exist.
ing at the commencement of this Act."

The amendment for the omission of the
words "previously existing" was agreed to.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES movedThat the sub-clause be omitted.

He said it was now proposed that this kind
of mining could not be carried on at all
if it caused any injury whatever to anybody.
Any land-owner who had a right to draw
clear water from a river could take proceedings against any person who did anything whatever to cause the water to be
otherwise than clear.
The Han. T. C. HARWOOD said there
was no doubt there was something in what
the Attorney-General had stated. But on
the other hand, there might be many common law rights which this measure did not
interfere with in any way. He begged to
moveThat the words "except as in this Act provided" bl:! added to the sub-clause.
The Han.
]\'1. DAVIES said he would

J.

withdraw his amendment.
Mr. Davies' amendment was withdrawn.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that Mr.
Harwood's amendment practicall y stated
that the measure should not affect any common law right, except so far as it did affect
such right.
He thought the Committee
should strike out the words "by anything
contained in this section" before inserting
Mr. Harwood's amendment. He begged to
moveThat the words "I by anything contained in
this section" be struck out.

Mr. Davies' amendment was agreed to.
Mr. Harwood's amendment was also
agreed to.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN proposed the
following new sub-clause (6c)The Goulburn River and its tributaries to be
exempt from the business of sluicing, dredging,
an~ hydraulic operations.

He said his object was to protect the Goulburn River, which at present was pure and
unaffected by mining operations.
I thad
The amendment was agreed to.
been available for 40 years to the miners,
The Han. W. S. MANIFOLD said that but had not been operated on to any extent,
the Parliamentary Draftsman suggested There was only one tributary known to carry
that in sub-clause (6A), in the words "no gold, and that was the Broken Creek. The
common law rights previously existing," the Goulburn had a length of 280 miles, after
words "previously existing" were impro- leaving the mountains., and had a catchment
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area of 3,966 square miles. It discharged
its waters for about 200 miles through agricultural country, amd in that locality the
Government had invested and lent to trusts
£835)000. The Goulburn weir above MurThe
chison had cost the State £53,000.
trusts which drew their supplies from the
river were numerous j there were twelve
trusts that. had borrowed -£,r35,000 from
the Government. The Seymour Trust
had borrowed £ 28,000 j Shepparton Trust,
£r2,000 j Shepparton Shire,£q,ooo j Numurkah, £r9,000 j Tungamah, £r6,000 j
Tatura> £2,000 j Murchison, £2,800 j
Nagambie, £2,700; Alexandra, £3,3°0;
Avenel, £r,,600; and Euroa, £r,400.
These trusts drew their supplies for stock
and domestic purposes from the Goulburn.
The Rodney Irrigation Trust had borrowed
£ 2 r 2,000 from the Government, and drew
its supply from the Goulburn. The Echuca
and Waranga Trust borrowed £70,000, and
the present contract in connexion with the
Waranga Basin amounted to £28~000. If
sluicing were tolerated, the Goulburn Weir
was certain to be silted up, and the water
for domestic purposes was likely to be cOntaminated. It was a matter of great importance to the Government that this river
and its tributaries should be exempted from
these mining operations.
The Goulburn
was the largest river in Victoria, and the
Government proposed to spend a further sum
of £r,50o,000 to carry water to the Mallee.
All this expenditure would be jeopardized
if mining operations were tolerated On the
Goulburn. He did not think anybody, even
the miners, would find fault with the exemption of this stream, because the amount
of gold likely to be got would never compensate for the pollution of the river. No
one would like sluicing to be carried on at
the head of the river. He knew the river
from its source to its discharge into the
Murray, and he did not know of any gold
being got On it. Wood's Point was the only
place, and that was worked out 30
years ago.
He had been asked by the
water trusts and everyone along the river
to take the step he had nOW taken. The facts
he had mentioned were obtained from the
annual report for r903 of the Secretary for
Mines and Water Supply.
He believed
that the Department would be glad if his
amendment were carried., because it would
'protect the Department from any influence
'that might be brought to bear later on.
,His amendment would not interfere with
quartz mmmg, but onlv with sluicing, dredging, and hydraulic operations.
I f the amendment was agreed to, the miner
Hon. IlL Cussen.

Amendment Bill.

would not have anything to complain of ex·
cept in respect to one little tributary, known
as th,e Big River.
There had been some
mining carried on at Hell's Hole, or Bonnie
Doon, but that had been abandoned for ten
or twenty years.
There were no miners
on the river now, ,except a few fossickers.
The Goulburn River, for nearly 200 miles,
from Yea to Echuca, passed through closely
settled agricultural country.
There was
not a big estate all along the river, all the
land-owners being selectors under the Land
Act, and were all industrious farmers. The
contamination of the Goulburn River would
affect many th01.Isands of people at the present time.
If this' amendment was carried,
these people would have an assurance that
their water supply would be kept pure from
any mining contamination.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE observed
that he failed to see why any stream should
He understood
be specially marked out.
that before any lease could be granted, the
matter would have to go before the Commission, and then before the Minister. The
same protection would be given to this river
as to any other riveT in the State, and he
thought, therefore, that this amendment
was quite unnecessary.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
Mr. McBryde had advanced one of the
If
arguments he was going to advance.
Mr. Cussen succeeded in getting this amendment adopted, some honorable member
would propose that some other river be inThen another honorable member
serted.
would propose that the Mitchell River should
also be \inserted, and another honorable
member would probably say that the Yan
Yean watershed, and the Geelong watershed, and the Ballarat source of water
supply should also be included.
Mr.
Ct1ssen haa remarked that the Mines Department would like to have this amendment.
He (Mr. Davies) did not know where the
hono:-able member got that know ledge.
The Hon. M. CussEN.-I say that I
suppose they would.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIE S said that at
present one gentleman was the secretary
for both the Mines Department and
the Water Supply Department, and
it might be assumed for a certainty
that, in connexion with mmmg, that
officer would take very great care of
the water supply.
Where the Government
had spent large sums of money in providing waterworks, they were not likely to
allow the State property to be injured by
granting leas'es.
At the present time there
were some few leases granted along certain
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tributaries of the Goulburn, and if this
amendment was carried the work on those
It would
few leases would be stopped.
not do to deal with one river in this way.
If the Goulburn were excepted, it would
end, he supposed, in every other river in
the State being treated similarly. If the
House intended to do that, it would be
better, as he had already intNnated, to say
that there should be no mining whatever in
connexion with anv river, stream, watercourse, lake, or reservoir, or any place
where there could be any water.
In this
Bill, this class of mining had already been
surrounded with very stringent provisions,
and he must oppose this amendment.
The Han. E. J. CROOKE said that the
Attornev-General had stated that it would
not do' to single out any particular river.
As the Goulburn might feel lonely, he (Mr.
Crooke) desired to insert the River Mitchell
in Mr. Cussen's new clause, so that the
River Mitchell also might be kept free
from pollution. Last night he pointed out
a number of facts in connexion with the
River Mitchell. He might have added that
'the town of Bairnsdale incurred a very large
expenditure in connexion with certain works
to assure a water supply which was drawn
from the River Mitchell. On two or three
occasions in the summer time the people
there found their water supply polluted
to such an extent that theypracticallv
could not use it, for the water choked
up the pipes, on account of the impurities
it contained, and the water would not run.
The Han. J. 1\'1. DAVIEs.-The Yan
Yean does that sometimes when the pipes
rust.
The Han. E. J. CROOKE said that the
people of the metropolitan area had a very
great advantage, because the watershed
of the metropolitan water supply was w~U
. protected, and not even a human being was
allowed to exist upon it.
He believeJ,
that Mr. Melville had stated that the same
thing existed in regard to the watershed
of the Geelong water supply.
He (Mr.
Crooke) thought that the towns on the
Goulburn should have similar advantages.
Above all things, he thought the towns
should have a pure water supply. At the
present time only a few of the tributaries
of the Goulburn and the Mitchell were
being worked by miners,. On the Mitchell
numerous applications had been made from
time to time to no less than six successive
Ministers for licences to mine, but on hearing the other side the Ministers had always
refused to grant any leases, and he be-
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lieved that the works which were carried
on had been carded on under the authority
of miners' rights. One company, he understood, very ingeniously employed a number of miners, everyone of whom took out
a right, and the operations of the company were carried out under the cover of
those rights.
The people of Bairnsdale
,vere not' satisfied with the provisions in
regard to either the board or the Ministe'r.
Their experience in the past was not such as
to encourage them to remain at the mercy
of political action.. On one occasion a
Premier had to take the matter out of the
hands of the Minister of Mines, and refused
to carry out what the Minister had ,jane
That was in regard to the River Mitchel1.
Mr. Cussen therefore had his sympathy,
and he felt inclined to move-That the word "Mitchell" be inserted after
the word "Goulburn."

It would be necessary to change "river"
into "rivers," and "its" into "their."
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Have you any
objection to insert " all other rivers"?
The Hon. E. .T. CROOKE said that
that would be going to the other extreme. He only desired to except two
rivers where large numbers of miners were
not at. present engaged, and Sir Henry
Cuthbert knew that a number of rivers
were affected. He understood that certain honorable members in another place
had been undeJ;' the belief that by the Bill,
as passed by the Assembly, certain rivers
could be exempted altQgether; but if they
looked at the clause now under discussion
they would see that that was not so, and
that no river could be exempted if the
Minister thought that that was not desirable.
One Minister might rule one way, and
mother Minister might rule another. He
wanted to have some finality.
The Han. W. L. BAILLIEU stated
that he WQuld quite admit that the amendment involved a matter of great principle.
He was not sure after all if it was not
right that some streams should be exempted by Act of Parliament. It was admitted that at present there were only a few
miners on the tributaries of the Goulburnso few, indeed, that wiping them out altogether would not affect any interest particularly. If it was intended too keep the
Goulburn pur~, as it should be kept, seeing that it passed through an arid portion
of the State, and was the only supply for
domestic and stock purposes for thousands
of people, what reason. was there why it
should not be exempted, and others with it,
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without saying that they would exempt all
the rivers in the State? The AttorneyGeneral had pointed out that the Bill provided that no leases could be granted except under certain conditions, and he (Mr.
Baillieu) believed that the Bill would safeguard the position, and that if the amendment was not carried the river would not be
in jeopardy, ,but he was in sympathy with
his colleague, Mr. ,eussen, and he thought
Parliament might consIder, when dealing
with this great question, whether the Goulburn and the Mitchell should not be ex
empted, and others with them if they were
in the same position.
The Hon. W. LITTLE.-What about the
Mitta Mitta?
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU said that
it was not in the same position.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-It i'i not 111
Mr. Baillieu's province.
The Hon. W. LITTLE.-Yes it is.
The Hon. W. L. BAILLIEU said that
with regard to the Goulburn River, the
State had lent money to trusts, and the
trusts had mortgaged themselves to the
State. Those trusts could not fulfil their
engagements unless they got the water.
He did not believe that the Goulburn
was going to be blocked up with silt,
but as it was one of the rivers which
were not going to be used for mining purposes, he could not see what harm its exemption ,vould do.
,He knew of many
rivers in which mining could be carried on,
and it would be a matter of inquiry and
evidence under this Bill whether mining
should be allowed to continue. Although
he represented an agricultural constituency,
he would not say that they should abolish
dredging, which was a proper industry if
it was allowed to be carried on after full
investigation. He believed that Mr. Cussen's amendment was one well worthy of
honorable members' serious consideration.
The Hon. D . MELVILLE Iemarked
that he did not represent the Goulburn
district, so he 'might be regarded as unbiased in regard to that river; but he
knew what that river was like when it
was low, and what it was like to-day when
it had 28ft. of water. When the Goulburn
sank to the summer level there were sluggish
pools all along its course; but it would
be a serious matter for consideration as to
what the next minor flood would pour into
it if it became a sludge river. Surely the
State had not come to that position that
it would allow this river to be touched,
seeing that it was the source of water supply
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for so many people. The mere SUspICIon
that these peculiar modern poisons were to
go into it would create alarm.
These
poisons had only been used for the last ten
years in connexioo with mining, and the
mere contact with some of these poisons
would annihilate a man. If a man put some
of the cyanide from the vats on his tongue,
the chances were tha.t he would be dead in
ten minutes. The mere thought of obtaining
gold along that river by means of these
poisons, would make the people who depended on the Goulburn unhappy. During six months of the year this river was
so low that one ,could wade across it ,at
almost any part. At present, as he had
remarked, it was 28ft. deep, and we were
shamelessly allowing all that water to
flow away to the sea, and were neglecting
If it was
all the wants of the country.
determined that one single river entering
the Melbourne water system was to be contaminated with s.ludge: the whole of Melbourne 'would be on fire, and he would be
asked to see that none of this pollution
reached the metropolitan water supply.
Honorable members would see FitzGibbon
marching through the streets of Melbourne
with drums if they dared to allow the
metropolitan water supply to be polluted
by diggers. Would the Minist~F say that
any pollution would ever touch the metropolitan water supply?
The Hon: J. M. DAVIEs.-This Bill is
a restriction' on that kind of mining.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that he
was supporting an amendment, so that a
certain river should be completely excluded
He had
from the operation of miners.
travelled from one end of the Goulburn to
the other many a time. Were they not
going to have the Waranga Basin kept as
clean as they could make it? Surely
they were not going to have sludg,e run into
it? Murchison put all its refuse into the
river below where it took its water supply
from, forgetting that there was a township
below which drew its water from the Goulburn, and which, by the way, did the same
thing with its refuse. That was the state
of things all along the Goulburn, and they
did not want it polluted any further.
The time was coming when that kind of
,thing would be prevented. All the water
trusts refused to acknowledge the right
of Parliament to authorize the pollution of
the rivers.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-Parliament does
'not want to authorize the pollution of the
rivers.
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The Han. D. MELVILLE stated that
the Yarra was the only river which the
people of Melbourne could frequent at holiday times, and if it was allowed to be polluted the pleasure of the public would be
greatl y diminished. I t would never do to
a.llow the Upper Yarra, the Goulburn, and
the Mitchell rivers to be polluted, because
the public were so greatly dependent on
them for water in dry weather.
Those
three riven should be mentioned in the
amendment.
The Han. J. G. AIKMAN.-And the Saltwater River.
The Han. D. MELVILLE.-No j the
Saltwater River was past redemption, the
smell from it being sirr.ply atrocious.
The Hon. J. 1\1. DAvIEs.-The Barwon,
at Ge.elong.
The Han. D. MELVILLE said he only
spoke of the rivers he knew. It would be
a crying shame if anything was done to
pollute the water of those rivers.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE expressed
the opinion that it would be a crying shame
to specially exempt those three rivers, and
penalize the people and the live stock on all
other streams. The insertion of those three
rivers in the proposed clause would show
that there was no confidence in the board
or the Minister. The Bill contained all
that was necessary to carry out what was
required, and by passing the amendment
they would virtually condemn the measure.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING said he
was very sorry the two other rivers had been
rr.entioned, because the Goulburn stood bv
itself. It was our one great stream running through purely agricultural country,
where the people depended on its waters
for a domestic supply, and it was the river
which, in future, would have to be depended on for supplying our great irrigation schemes. If any river ought to be protected, it was the Goulburn. The Attorne.y-General asked, "Why not trust the
Minister, and why not trust the board?"
Well, such a stream as the Goulburn ought
not to be at the mercy of either the Minister
or the board.
If that river was interfered with, the irrigation schemes in that
part of the State would fall through. The
,vaters of the Goulburn ought to be kept
}!)ure. There was very good reason for
exempting the Goulburn, in view of the fact
that it was proposed to invest a large sum
of public money in irrigation schemes,
whkh depended on that river for water
supply. It would never do to let either
the Minister or the board spoil that river.
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The Han. J. Y. McDONALD remarked
that there was hardly any need for the
arr~endmell't. The provisions in 'the Bill
were hedged round in such a manner that
every river in the State would be kept in a
pure condition in future. It would not be
fair to exempt one river, and leave others
unprotected.
The 'Hon. R. B. REES stated that he
wished to emphasize one point in supporting Mr. Cussen's amendment. Honorable
members had not only to consider the sludge
in the Goulburn River, but also the mineral
salts. that might be sent down, if sluicing
and dredging operations were permitted.
The Goulburn was the great source of supply for the irrigation of the Mallee and
the northern plains, and its waters must
be protected from pollution, by mineral
salts particularly. Much of! the. countrv
on the upper reaches of the Goulburn wa's
rather full of chlorides.
The water in
some places was brackish, although that
was generally a good deal below the surface. In the Goulburn Valley, there was
a salt strata in certain places, as there was
in the northern plains, C!Jld if it was disturbed and the salt sent into the river, as
the result of sluicing and dredging operations, the water would be ruined for irrigation purposes.
The Goulburn should,
therefore, be protected from any such possibilities. A little muddy water would not
matter, but it would be a very serious thing
to have brackish water sent down the, Goulburn, and distributed over land on which
we depended so much for produce.
The Hon. W. CAIN observed that he
sympathized with Mr. Cussen's amendment, but as the representative of the city
of Melbourne, he wanted to see the Yarra
included. Not many years ago the water
supply of Melbourne was pumped from the
Yarra, which was now contarr.inated.
The Han., E. MILLER stated that he
would like to know where this proposal
to exempt rivers was going to end? The
Committee had passed numerous provisions
empowering the Minister and the board to
do certain things, but, if they were going to
exempt all the streamsJ those provisions
would be rendered nugatory.
The Han. J. BALFOUR said that his
sympathies were with those who wished to
e~empt the rivers, which they desired to
have pure and clean, but they could not
exempt one river without exempting the
others. This Bill was for the very purpose of preventing the pollution of rivers.
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The Minister of Mines had said that he
would have stopped sluicing operations on
the Yarra long ago, but had not the power
to do so, until this Bill becarr.e law, those
operations being carried on under miners'
rights. The Yarra was, no doubt, very
dirty near Melbourne, but when the sewerage 'scheme was completed, and the noxious
trades were removeld, it would be greatly
improved.
The pollution of the upper
reaches of the Yarra would be stopped if
this measure became law. The MitChell
River would also be protected, and so would
the Goulburn. Why not see whether the
Minister would not carry out what was intended to prevent the pollution of rivers?
The Committee ought not to make exemptions of particular rivers.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN expressed the
opinion that theJe was but little comparison
between the Mitchell or the Yarra- and the
Goulburn, because a large nurr.ber of human
beings drew their water supply from the
Goulburn. Adding the Mitchell and the
Yarra rivers to the amendment would overload it. Great mischief would be done if
the Goulburn was not protected in the way
he proposed. A large amount of public
money had been spent to provide the people
with drinking water, and that expenditure
would be jeopardized if the Goulbum was
not protected. The Attorney-General admitted that leases had already been granted
on the Goulburn.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-I said theJe
were some leases in existence.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN said those leases
must have been granted since the Goulburn Weir was built, and that fact showed
him that they ought to take out of the
hands of the Minister or board the power
to pollute that river.
Very few people
drank the waters of the Mitchell or the
Yarra rivers, both of which were polluted,
whereas at present there was no pollution
of the Goulbum. The trusts, who asked
for protection, had given mortgages to the
Governrrlent for a million, and he appealed
on their behalf for the exemption of the
Goulburn. The Minister ought not to be
empowered to allow sluicing to be carried
on there, even on the recommendation of
the board. In California they had protected the rivers from pollution in the way
he now proposed to get the Goulburn protected.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that he
was quite willing that the question should
be put, but, if any more time was likely to
be spent in this discussion, he would prefer to report progress, in order that they
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might take the second reading of the Closer
Settlement Bill.
The Han. D. MELVILLE movedThat after the words "The Goulburn and its
tributaries" in the new sub·clause the words
"the Yarra and its tributaries" be inserted.

The amendment was agreed to.
The Han. E. J. CROOKE movedThat after the" ords "the Yarra and its tributaries" the words "the Mitchell and its tributaries" be inserted.

The amendment was agreed to.
The Committee divided on the new
sub-clause, as amendedAves
10
N~es '"
18
Majority against the sub-clause

8

AYES.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Dr.
Mr.
Mr.

Cain
Crooke
Cussen
Embling
Manifold
Melville

Mr.
Mr.
Sir
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Aikman
Balfour
Henry Cuthbert
Davies
Edgar
Evans
Harwood
Little
Luxton
McBryde

Mr. Pearson
Mr. Ritchie

Tellers.
Mr. Baillieu
Mr. McLellan
NOES.

M:.·.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

McDonald
Payne
Pitt
Pratt
Sachse
Stuart

Tellers.
Mr. Miller
Mr. Rees

Clause 60, as amended, was then agreed
to.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT proposed
the following new clause:In the sixth line of sub· section (5) of section

71 of the Mines Act 1897, after the word
"worship," there shall be inserted the words,
"nor shall any mining operations be carried on
under any lands vested in any public b?dy for
municipal or charitable purposes on which any
town hall and offices connected therewith, or any
buildings the property of any municipality or
charitab1e institution, free library, or other publit: buildings are situated, nor within 100 yards
laterally of allY such buildings, nor shall it be
competent for any person to mark out or occupy
such lands by virtue of a miner's right."

He said that sub-section (5) of section 7I
of Act 1514 was as follows:Except in the mining districts of Sandhurst,
Castlemaine, and Ararat, no lease shall be granted
of any mines, nor shall any mining operations
be carried on under any private land on which
any church or other place registered as a place
of worship is situated, nor within 100 yards laterally of any such church or registered place of
worship, nor shall n:--be competent for any person to -mark out or occupy such private land by
virtue of a miner's right. . • .

},fines Acts Further
Sub-section (4) of the same section providedNo lease shall be granted of any mines un(Jer
any private land on which any hospital, asylum,
or public building is situated, or under or within
150 yards laterany of any cemetery, or
any
natural reservoir, or any waterworks, unless
either the consent in writing of the owners or
trustees of such land in such case has been first
obtained, or such lease is limited to a greater
deUth than 400 feet from the lowest part of the
surface.

Amendment Bill.
the person who had a right exceeded that
right, and having a right to mine 800 feet
below the surface, came up to 330 feet.
E\"en if this new clause was carried, any
one having a right to mine 'rithin a certain distance might send up a drive in the
same way, and injure some buildings. The
Act of 1897 provided that there should be
no mining in the cases specified, except at
a depth of 400 feet. He did not think
it was necessarv to insert this clause.
The Hon. J~ M. PRATT asked if the
provision about charitable institutions applied to hospitals?
Hospitals certain 1y
,,-anted protection.
The Hon. J. Y. McDONALD stated
that the case me\ltioned by Sir "Henry
Cuthbert was certainly an example of what
might happen to a town hall, or any other
institution, but the law at present provided that no mining could be done at
less depth than 400 feet, and where there
was any public building, 800 feet.
Consequently, the men who jeopardized the
building referred to at Ballarat East had
done it unknown to the authorities. If was
done years ago, long before the matter was
found' out.
The provision existing in the
Act wourd cover near I y all that was
needed.
T he Committee divided. on Sir Henry
Cuthbert's new clause-

Honorable members would see, therefore,
that Parliament was very careful to protect places of public worship from being
undermined.
The object of this new
clause was to provide that no mining should
be allowed to take place where a reserve
had been granted to a municipality for
the purpose of erecting a town hall or
library, or where the Government had put:
up Government buildings, and that such
reserves should be protected in the same
way as places of public worship had been
protectea under the Act of 1897.
The
Committee would see that it would be well
to give such a power to a municipality.
The new clause, if passed, would safeguard Government or municipal buildings
that had been erected.
He admitted that
mining haa been carried on under some of
these reserves.
In Ballarat East there
was a reserve for a town hall, police barracks, and public library, and it was considered that mining might be carried on
Ayes
7
there at a depth of 800 feet.
Instead,
Koes
20
however, of the miners confining themselves to tRe privilege that they obtained
~Iajority against the clause
13
from the Minister of Mines, they came up
to within 330 feet of the surface, and the
AYES.
consequence was that there was great ap· Mr. Baillieu
Mr. Manifold
prehension of the foundations of the town Mr. Cain
TelLers
hall being injured.
His object was to Sir Henrv Cuthbert
I Dr. Embling
I
Mr. Pratt
prevent a repetition of that sort of thing. Mr. Har~ood
Of course, there was a special provision in
NOES.
this Act that it was not to interfere with
Mr. Miller
any mining that was being carried on at Mr. Balfour
Mr. Payne
Mr. Crooke
the present time with the sanction of the :Mr. Cussen
Mr. Pearson
Minister of Mines, but in the future Mr. Davies
Mr. Pitt
Mr. Rees
miners would not be allowed by this sub- Mr. Edgar
Mr. Ritchie
dause to do this sort of injury, even wit~ :Mr. Little
Mr. Sachse
the sanction of the "Minister of Mines. In Mr. Luxton
Mr. McBryde
the case he had referred to the drive was Mt. McDonald
Tellers.
put in some years ago, and there was no Mr. McLellan
Mr. Aikman
Mr. Stuart
remedy whatever against the company that Mr. Melville
put it in.
This clause would be a wise
The Bill was reported with further
provision against that sort of thing hapamendments, which were considered and
pening in the fufure.
adopted.
The Hon. J. 1\'1. DAVIES remarked
On the motion of the Hon. J. ~L
that the case quoted by Sir Henry Cuth·
bert seemed to be one, not where the Jaw, DAVIES, the Bill was then read a third
as administered, was at fault, but where time and passed.
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Bill (No, 1!).

to dispose of in various parts of Victoria,
CLOSER SETTLEMENT BILL
but to-day the question had become. one
(No.2).
that must be dealt with from a dIfferOn the Order of the Day for the second ent stand-point altogether. We found ourreading of this Bill,
selves drawn into competition with other
The Han. D . MELVILLE expressed the
countries. When he said competition! he
hope that the second reading of such ~n meant in connexion with offering induceimportant Bill, which, in fact, was the Blll ments to those who were already settled
of the session-the best BW the Governhere to remain .here, and inducements for
ment had in their programme-would not
others to come here. We had further to
be brought on at such a late hour as halfenter into competition with other imp~rt
past nine. The Minister. in charge ?f t~e ant States surrounding us, who were offen.ng
Bill should be given a faIr opportul1lty, 111
extraorainary inducements, and also wIth
justice to himself and to the House, to
other countries across the seas. The needs
deal with the measure in a full House, and of this State w'ith respect to land settlemellt
at a more fitting time.
,
might at the present time be termed very
The Hon. J. 1\-1. DAVIES stated tt'i:1t pressing indeed. Years ago very large
he would be quite willing to postpone tht~ areas were taken up, and all honour was
second reac~ng of this Bill if honorable
due to the pioneers of this State who took
members would promise to go on wi~h. t.he tEem up.
Land was very cheap then, and
second-reading debate after the. 1\1Il1lst:r they took up very large areas, .which they
in charge of the Bill had fimshed hIS held with a great deal of credIt to thenlspeech. It had, however, been the custom selves and a great deal of profit to the
lately after a Minister had made a second- State.
the time had arrived now when
rcadl~g speech, to move the adjournment o.f our own But
farming pOPlllation had increased
the debate till a future date. The Council to such an extent that more land was rewould be so jammed up with business quired to be distribl!t~d amongst the young
shortly that he wanted to get. the second people who were nsmg up, or e~se those
re:1.ding of this Bill moved to-l1lght.
people must, perforce, as a far~mg comThe Bon. A. O. SACHSE then moved munitv, go beyond our boundanes. VicHe sa~d toria had something like 60,000,000 acres,
the second reading of the Bill.
he recognised the lateness of the hour. 111 but it was found, on 'looking at the Yearintroducing a matter which was full of Im- B(lok, that, the State .had now left only
portant items, but there was a full H~:)Use, sometl1ing like 17,000 acres of first cl,13S
and, perhaps, it would be wiser for .111m to land-ne was speaking of Government land
go on now. He would proba~ly have. to -something like I 12,000 acres of second
leave to Committee work many Items w,hlch class land, and something like 2,000,000
he would otherwise have gone into at this acres of third class land.
The whole
stage.
He felt that, in submittin~ this of that area, if cut up, would not
Bill to the Council, he was prese.ntll1g a make more than one or two respectmeasure which had had a wealt.h of intel- able stations.
It would come practically
ligence and experience d~voted .to it j and to two million and a couple of hundthat it was a measure whIch, whIle embrac- red thousand acres.
Compared with the
ing perhaps a most important item of stations which existed in other parts of
the Ministerial programme, was at the sarn.c Australia, this was quite a small matter,
time one which was based upon the expen- when it was considered that 2,000,000 acres
ence of other countries. Nothing, perhaps, of it was third class land. Honorable
was so important as the question which members knew what that meant for any
affected the settlement of land, especially in purpose of valuable settlement. ~e h,ad
a young and growing cOUlitry like Vic- with .him an advance copy of the Vzctorzan
toria j and nothing, perhaps, would be m~re Year-Book, which had not yet been pub·
irrlportant at the present d~y tha~ to arnve lishea, and if honorable members would
at some satisfactory solutIOn whIch would permit him he would' quote one or two
prevent our people from leaving us to search 'Items which Mr. McLean had brought forfor lands elsewhere, as honorable members :ward.
Referring to producti~m f?r the
knew was the case in many instances. D~r year 19°3, the Government Statist saIding the past fe.w years, the. land guestlO!.l
A very useful lesson ~an be ?ra'Yn from.a c1o~e
had been assumll1g new and ll1terest.ll1g fe::\.- study of the information whIch IS contamed In
tures.
In years gone by the subject was the following table, showing th.e total a?lou~t
T~e of land of one acre and over m occupatiOn III
confined to the waste Crown lands.
State had very large areas of Crown lan(ls Vict~ria at the census of 1901 to be 37,759,87 1
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acres distributed amongst iO,280 holders.
Of K ew South Wales had three times as much
the total quantity about 10 per cent. is cul~i land as we had, Queensland more than six
vated, 3 per cent. has been sown down 111
clover and lucerne, 78 per cent. is still under times as much, and Western Australia was
natural grass, and 9 per cent. uncleared. something like ten times the size of V.icThese ficrures need but little comment, and, when toria.
Those States, large as they were,
cr.refullY analyzed, a very unsatisf.actor~ st.ate and with the enormous amount of unoccuof affairs is seen to prevail in the vanous dlstncts pied territory within their limits, were 3.t
of the State.
At the present time, those districts which are the present time engaged in buying back
Honorable
apparently the least designed by nature for the estates in the settled areas.
purposes of cultivation are those which show members had no doubt noticed the placards
the greatest area under tillage, whilst those ~is that were CTisplayed on many of the railtricts which, lying close to the sea-board, enJoy
a fairly uniform rainfall throughout the year, way stations throughout Victoria, offering
and which may be said to court the acquaintance extraordinary inducements to our young
of the husbandman, are those in which compara- people to go to Western Australia, and
tively little tillage has as yet taken place, but settle in that State.
Free lectures were
are used almost entirely for grazing stock over
given
in
Victoria,
most attractively
being
lands still under natural pastures.
our
in order to induce
Reducing the matter to percentages, as is done illustrated,
in the second and third parts of the table, the people to go to the other States.. Beauresults are more clearl y seen. In the \Vestern tifull y ill ustrated pamphlets were CIrculated
District, containing some of the richest agricul- broadcast, showing the advantages that were
tural land in the State, there is only 2'13 per
cent. of the total land occupied now brought offered to agriculturists in Western AusIn the same way, the Queensland
under cultivation, whilst no less than 93 per cent. tralia.
is left in its natural condition, and used solely Government displaved in Victoria a large
for grazing purposes; and this, notwithstanding number of coloured placards showing the
its proximity to shipping facilites, and while it
contains no less than IS'31 per cent. of the total enormous advantages that were offered to
occupied land in the State, it contributes only people to go to the Darling Downs country,
4 per cent. to the total cultivated land. In the which the Government was cutting up for
comparatively arid \Vimmera, r~lallee, and Nor- closer settlement.
These were not Crown
thern districts, the percentages of cultivated to lands, properly speaking, but estates that
the total land occupied are 18'19, I I '48, and
20'56 acres respectively. Although the number had been bought back by the Queensland
In
of holders of one acre or more in these districts Government from the private owners.
ferm but 30'42 per cent. of the total holders of addition to all this, hand-books and
the State, no less than 79'01 per cent. of the area an kinds of other pUblications were discdtivated belongs to these three districts.
The
Central, North-Central, and :vYestern Districts tributed broadcast in Victoria, and they
In the same
contain 49'40 per cent. of the holders, but only all had the same object.
15'65 per cent. of the cultivated area.
way Canada was offering the greatest posTh.e sturdy yeomanry, which has been the sible inducements for people to go and
backbone of England in every time of stress in settle there.
. According to the latest statthe centuries that have gone, is likely, in an
agricultural State like Victoria, to be the staple istics, people from the United States were
portion of our population.
It is, "therefore, going to Canada by thousands, because of
essential that the difficulty which at present the liberal land laws in force in that counexists in obtaining suitable land for cultivation trv.
Inducements of a similar kind were
must be removed, and the anxiety of our growing
rural population in this direction, met by easy b~ing offered, even by Russia-in Siberia.
methods of establishing farms, and a policy of
The Hon. E.
CROoKE.-We are not
liberal advances from the Government for stock liliel y to go there.
and implements, where such are justified.
A
glance at the statistics of the area of the land
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said the honavailable, and a consideration of its nature and orable member was evidently not keeping
capacity, will show that the exodus is not entirely
up with the times.
One had only,
without justification.

J.

That was the report of the Government
Statist, and it showed a condition of things
which honorable members must all deplore.
'\That they had staring them now in the
face was the unsatisfactory condition of
our lands from a closer settlement point vf
view.
Unless the Government adoptee}
some better system, \'le would most undoubtedly have our young men, and especially the sons of our farmers, leaving
us, and going to the neighbouring States.

[75]-2

to read ""1 Jr. Foster Fraser's book,
The R cal Siberia, to understand the
marvellous progress tbat
was going
on 111 that country.
The writer stated
that from 1893 up to last year,
18,900,000 acres of State land in Western
Siberia were transfo::-med into cultivated
areas.
N ear the large towns the price
of the land per square verst-about 500
acres-ranged from ios. to 12S., whilst in
more remote places the price was onl j-,
6s. per verst.
He (Mr. Sachse) aid not
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suppose that many Victorians would care had, and so on. It would be quite open to
to go to Siberia, but these facts and figures any of the applicants to take up the land on •
Each
showed the great inducements that were a shorter term than the maximum.
being offered in various countries of the application would be considered entirely on
It was its own merits.
world to bring about settlement.
quite evident that the financial reThe Han. R. B. REEs.--Are these stateturn obtaiued from the sale of the n:ents to be supported by a statutory declaraland was quite a minor consideration tIOn?
in those countries.
The settlement of
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that that
a desirable class of farmers was reThe
garded as much rr.ore important.
All these would be provided for by regulation.
facts when brought together showed that it statements would certainly have to be subwas necessary for us to keep abreast of the stantiated by statutory declaration. It had
times. We must be able to supply our peo- been said that the principle of compulsory
ple, who were already here, with induce- purchase was nauseous to a great many
ments in the way of freeholds, to enable people.
them to remain in Victoria, and thus stop.
Several HONORABLE :MEMBERs.-Hear,
the exodus that was now going on amongst hear.
our farm labourers and our farmers' sons.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said he had to
The Bill proposed to provide land admit that, at the first blush, the principle
for three classes of people.
First of all of compulsory purchase was nauseous to him
there wer:e to be farm allotments, each allotalso, but under the system that the Government comprising something like £1,500 ment had brought forward, he believed that
we·rlh of land. Next, allotments were to be the whole of the objections that might arise
provided in suitable places for agricultural in the mind of any person, no matter how
labourers, and these were not· to exceed
prejudiced he might be, would be quite re£200 in value in each case. Thirdly, allot- moved. Every precaution had been taken
ments of not more than £100 worth of land to protect the rights of people who owned
were to be provided for workmen's homes. the properties which the Government might
In order to carry this out, the Bill proposed
desire to take for this purpose. It might be
to commit the country to an expenditure not
asked why the Government did not propose
exceeding £500,000 "in anyone year. The first of all to use the Crown lands that were
intention was to obtain suitable estates, an~ still available.
The answer to that was
to cut them up, in the first place into farm very simple. The lands which the State
allotments, not exceeding £1,500 in value.
possessed at the present moment were too
The Government considered very carefully far removed from existing settlement and
the question whether each .allotment should from railway communication, so that it was
not comprise some minimum number not possible for men of small means to obof acres to enable a man to get tain any work in the localitv, or to carryon
a living; but it was found that if farming operations profitablv. The State had
each man h'ad aoout £1,500 wortn quantities of poor land, but those hon'of Ia11':1 , it would be enough, speak- orable members who were acquainted with
ing generally, to enable him and his family the working of land would agree that to
to make a very decent livelihood. For in- give a man poor land would be' to make a
stance, if the land was worth £15 per acre, poor man of him for life, whilst, on the
he would haye 100 acres; if it was worth other hand, if a man were given rich land he
£30 per ::'.cre, he would have 50 acres.
would probabl y become a rich man for life.
The Hon. T.' H. PAYNE.-It all depends I t had been said, with a certain amount of
on the land.
plausibility, that the Government had no
The Han. A. O. SACHSE said that was right to come in and take the land which the
quite true. Each applicant for these a110t- sturdy pioneers took up in the old days, and
ments would have to state what his qualifi- turn out their families. Now, it was imposcations were, and the reason why he wanted sible to give too much credit to those piothe land. The selection \yould not be Made neers-to the men who came from comfortby ballot, which was the absurd system now able homes in old England, and settled here,
adopted, but each man would be required at a time when they had to undergo a great
to state specifically where he came from, many privations and dangers. Those men
what his occupation had been, what experl- certainly displayed an enormous amount of
ence he had in farming, whether he W"5 self -abnegation that was worthy of the
married or single, what capital, if any, he liIghest consideration.
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The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-Most of them property, provided it was needed for pubare dead.
lic purposes, from an).' man in the State, so
long as he was given the fullest possible
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that some yalue at the fairest possible market quotaof them were still living, and his honorable tion. It had been held to be a sound prinfriend, who was a sturdy Aberdeen pioneer, ciple, even by those who took up the land
was one of them. The honorable member originally, that whenever land was needed
had always posed as a prophet, and he (Mr. for public purposes" it would have to be
Sachse) well remembered an occasion when ceded to the Crown.
The people who
Mr. Mel ville and himself "vere members of ,,'ould part with land if this Bill became.
a Factories Commission, which had to con- law would know quite well that their insider the question of log rates for factories. terests would be properly protected, and
Mr. Melville wrote an addendum report, in that they would have every opportunity of
which he s:t.id that instead of having log showing what the value of the land really
rates, he \yould like to have more log huts, was. The question of compensation would
or something to that effect. There was a then be dealt with by a fair and unbiased
good deal of force in what the honorable board, and 'if the terms offered by that board
member wrote on that occasion. The future ,,'ere not satisfactory to the proprietor, he
pIogress and prosperity ·of this State would ,,',ould have the right, under this Bill, of
depend on the men who settled on the land, withholding his land from the State until a
and upon nothing else.
The man in the resolution had been passed by both Houses
town was absolutely dependent upon the of Parliament authorizing the Government
man in the country. He could only be suc- to take it under the compulsory clauses.
.cessful and prosperous when the man in the That would not be done unless it could be
country was prosperous also. There was a shown that the purchase was a fair and
mutual inter-dependence between them that proper 'One" and that no injustice would be
should never be disturbed. The first duty of done to the person whose land was taken.
the Legislature was to see how it could make It was true that when this measure was bethe man in the country prosperous, and then fore another place, there were some gentlethe man in the city could very well take care men there who held views similar to those
of himself. Honorable members knew as of Mr. Evans, and they endeavoured to imwell as he did that there were long stretches port into the Bill certain principles which
of railway in Victoria which passed over would certainly n'Ot have been accepted in
mile after mile of country, on which scarcely this Chamber.
The Bill as it now stood
a house could be seen, and where there was was, to all intents and purposes, the Bill
beautiful soil, carrying nothing but cattle which the Government introduced into anand sheep. Good as those cattle and sheep other place, and he had no hesitation
had been in the past, and would be in the in asking the Council to adopt it. If honfutun~, there was not enough settlement in orable members would look at the Bill they
those great open areas to bring about pros- would find .that it embodied two
First of all, it gave
perity, and to enhance the railway returns, broad principles.
and thus indirectly brIng down the freight the Government power, whenever there was
.charges that were made by the railways a legitimate demand for land, to acquire
to the people throughout the State. The estates that were suitable for the purposes
only thing that would do this was the in- of closer settlement, after fully compensatcreased settlement of our country lands. ing the owners of the land. It also emThe question might be asked, "Why should powered the Government to dispose of that
you now come and take away the land from land under a tenure which would furnish
th'Ose pioneers or their descendants?" For a guarantee that it would be used bona
this very reason, that those pioneers·-with fide f.or the purposes for which it was acall due credit to them-had arrived at a quired, and that it should not at anv future
condition of unearned mcrement.
Per- tIme revert into the possession of large
haps it was not altogether unearned, but it land-owners.
No individual was to be
That increment allowed to hold more than one allotment at
was certainlv increment.
had been produced to a very great extent by one time, and eyery precaution was taken
the development of the country and .of our to prevent the aggregation of al.L)trailway system, and, although it would be ments in the hands of one person.
abs'Olutely wrong to compulsorily take away Proyisio.ns were contained in clauses 4 to
any of that property without the fullest J 3 to carry out these principles. A Lands
compensati()n~ still he could not see that any Purchase and Management Board was to
,injustice whatever would be done in taking be appointed, and, subject to the approval
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of the Governor in Council, it ,,,"auld be intrusted with the purchase of estates which
co,uld be obtained by mutual agreement.
He believed that a large number of estates
would be obtained in that way, in which
case there would be no need to put the
compulsory clauses into force. If, however, it was necessary to have to resort to
compulsion, he believed that the machinery
of the Bill would prove highly satisfactory.
Where the land-owner whose land was
wanted was obdurate and unreasonable in
his requests, the Minister, under clause Z I ,
might submit a resolution to Parliament,
and, if both Houses agreed, the land
would be resumed, and the question of
compensation would be remitted to a Lands
Compensation Court.
He would direct
special attention to! clause 39. Where estates were purchased on the recommendation of the board, that body would have
to justify its action by disposing of those
lands in such a manner that there would
The
be no financial loss to the State.
scheme embodied in the Bill might be
termed, he thought, a purely business one.
The whole measure, in fact, was based on
sound business lines. No sentiment was
mixed up in it. It was just a cool-headed
business proposal, and when the clauses
came to be considered in Committee, he
thought honorable members would admit
that provision was made for any development that might occur. He thought he
might say honestly and fairly that no Bill
had ever been in the hands of the present
Government which had received such minute
attention - almost anxious attention - as
this measure had done. The Government
had endeavoured in every possible way to
meet any contingency that might arise, and
they were not starting on this work without
some experience. They had had the experience of the last few years-certainly
not under the compulsory system, but
under the voluntary system.
'By that
means a certain number of estates had been
acquired under the authority of Parliament, and if the acquisition of fhose estates could be taken as any guide or indication of what success was likely to attend the acquisition of land under this Bill,
and the disposal of it afterwards, he
thought the prospects, were very encouraging.
Some five estates had been purchased-the Walmer Estate, for which an
average price of £3 5s. per acre was paid j
the Eurack Estate, for which an average
qf about £10 per acre was paid j the
Wando Vale Estate, for which an average
Bon. A. O. Sachse.
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of about £6 zs. 6d. was paid; the Whitfield Estate, for which an average of about
£8 lOS. was paid ,; and the Brunswick
Estate, which was cut up for workmen's
homes, and for which an average of
£z9 zs. zd. was paid. Every block in
these estates was taken up. There was not
a single block now for sale. Honorable
members would be deligl1ted to hear that
whilst payments tq: the amount of over
£47,000 fell due in connexion ,yith these
estates in June last, only £1,4°0 of that
amount was owing to-day ..
Several HONORABLE MEMBERs.-Hear,
hear.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that this
amounted to some 3 per cent. of the
total, and there was no doubt that the rest
of the payments would be made directly
the new harvest came in. The Government
understood, therefore, that every £ I of
these arrears was worth 20S. In saying that,
they had some criterion to go by.
They
had the Credit Fancier, as it was applied
in Ireland, where £zI7,000,000 sterling
was expended by the British Government
in the acquisition of estates for the settlement of the Irish people. The total loss
that had been made up to date upon that
£z7,000,000 amounted only to a sum of
£3°0. That was a very good indication
that this system of the acquisition of lands
for closer settlement met with the heartiest
approval of the people who took up the
land, and that it had a sound financial
basis. The fact was that once a man took
up a block of land with the object of purchasing it, he felt that it was his own. It
was to be his own land and his own home,
and when he had paid off six or ten instalments, extending over half as many years,
he began to feel that, so to speak, his foot
was on his native heath. That man ""vould
take good care that the land would not
leave his hands if he could help it, but
that his children, and his children's
children, would come to regard it as their
home.
The Han. R. B. RITCHIE.-Yet yOU a:-e
going to take that land by compulsi~n from
the men who own it now.
The Han. A. O. SACHSE said that the
board which it was 'proposed to appoint
would be a permanent body, something
like Tennyson's brook.
Ministers might
come and Governments might go, but this
board would go on-not for ever, perhaps,
but for many years at all events. The
management of the scheme would therefore be in the hands of an unbiased board,
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and a board the members of which would
be'" experienced and be selected with the
greatest care by the Government.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-At £3 a
week.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that
that was not the case.
These gentlemen would get well paid for every
sitting of the board, an~ the n.um?er of
sittings would be fairly dIstnbuted.
This was to be done as all business transactions were done. There was no Minister, who might be influenced or prejudiced.
That was the way it was proposed to deal
with the question where the owner was obdurate, and would not accept what the
1board had offered. The Minister then reported to Parliament, and it was for every
member in this House and the Assembly to
put forward any reasons, if there were any
feasons, why the estate should not
The probity and fairness
be purchased.
of this House, as well as of another place,
could be relied upon to see that· no injustice
was perpetrated by the State in compulsorily taking any man's estate, and to see
that when it was taken he received the full
va,l~e for it. There was another principle
which enabled the Government to buy land
that could riot be bought at present. Trustees at present felt themselves unable to
sell land, although th~y wished to do so.
This measure could Ibe availed of to enable
these lands to be disposed of. Honorable
members would find by clause 6 that the
owner of land proposed to be compulsorily
purchased had the option of taking payment in stock, debentures, or cash. The owner
had also the option of retaining £10,000
worth of his property. He could aha retain the whole of the estate for twelve
months after the purchase had been completed. The negotiations would take something like nine months, and the owner was
then allowed twelve rr.onths extra during
which he might keep his stock on the estate,
and distribute them or sen them as he chose.
Clause 28 was a very important one, as it
provided for the constitution of a Compensation Court. After Parliament had decided that an estate should be taken, the
matter went before the Compensation
Court, which was to be composed of a Judge
of· the Supreme Court and two arbitrators,
one appointed by the owner and one by the
1board or the Government. This Court would
work under the provisions of the Lands
Compensation Act, which honorable members knew was based on fair principles.
Then. the Court had power to employ an
independent valuer if it so desired. -The
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land-owner who felt himself aggrieved had·
full liberty under the Bill to bring any
evidence before the Compensation Court regarding the value of the estate. By claul)e
38 any estate so acquired might be subdivided by the board into either farm allotments, agricultural labourers' allotments, or
workmen's homes allotments-first, the
farm allotm'ents, which were not to
exceed £1,500 . worth of land for any
one man, for no IJ1an coming under the pro-·
visions of the Bill would be able to hold
more than one allotment. There were very
for this:
-rr'he Bill
strong
reasons
aimed against the aggregaHon of lands
by any persons holding land under it.
So long as the holder of an allotment paid
the amounts due to the State he might buy
outside lands if he liked, but he could not
take over a block from any other man on
an estate acquired under this measure. The
object of the Government was to prevent
dummying. The Bill desired to give facilities to any honest working farmer to be able
to secure a come for himself and his family,
rout not for the purpose of speculation. The
next class provided for was the agricultural labourer. Where farm labourers were
required the board would be able to subdivide a portion of one of the estates acquired, so that each farm labourer mig!lt
have his own home and £200 \vorth of
land. He would be able to devote some
of his time to irr.proving the block, and
obtain employment in the neighbourhood.
This would be the means of introducing a
small yeomanry population. Then came the
workmen's homes allotme.nts. Mr. Melville
asked a few moments ago how, the workmen's allotments had turned out in connexion with the fifth estate that he (Mr.
Sachse) had mentioned. He now wished to
say that the money had been paid up to
the last shilling, and that there was not1::i.lg
owing in connexion with these allotme.lts.
Could any honorable member imagine an::.
thing better than to take these poor
struggling men from Melbourne, and place
them on these allotments, sufficiently dose
to the city to enable them to attend to
their work? They were given £100 worth
of pf(~perty each, that they might grow
vegetables and fruit upon, and the pr:yments were extended over 31! years, there
being 63 payments in all. :Members had
heard a great deal, and perhaps rightly,
about the threatening inrush of undesirable
Socialism. He would ask honorable members if there were any better weapon that
the State could arm itself with to fight
undesirable Socialism than a weapon which
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would give the Government the means to
remove everyone of these men who migl1t
become Socialists. These men would Ibe
put into the possession of happy homes,
and there would then be no fear of their
becoming undesirable Socialists.
The Han. A. McLELLAN.-The're are desirable Socialists, then?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-There
might be, but he was speaking of men who
were not desirable in this country. He
thought the Government were on sound
in, saying
there
was
no
grounds
measure they could bring in that could
have such a healthy 'effect as this
measure would have in dealing with
It woul~ practicundesirable Socialism.
ally mean the abolition of a large number of
the unemployed.
.The unemployed' ques·
tion would only be satisfactorily dealt with
by removing the disability that these people
rested under, and by removing them from
that sphere in which poverty had placed
them, and which caused them to regard the
rest of the world as being harsh to them.
This measure would bring them into a happier condition of life, and would thus remove undesirable Socialism from our midst.
In clause 45 the principle of one man one
allotment was laid down.
Although the
lessee was tied down to one allotment, power
was given to the board to vary the boundaries of it if it was not of the full maxiThe board' had power to inmum value.
crease the holding up to the value stated in
It was provided that if the
the Bill.
lessee came into possession by will or otherwise of another allotment on one of the
estates, he was given three years from the
death of the testator within which to dispose of his rights.
The Hon. D. l\IELvILLE.-How is he to
get out of it if he wants to?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE sa'id that this
'was going to be a happy wedding between the
tenants and the State, and they need not,
therefore, talk of divorce. These points could
be explained in Committee, and' they were
all provided for in the Bill.
Power was
given by clauses 50 and 51 to advance up
to £50 for fencing and building, which was
the same amount as was advanced in New
Zealand. Referring to New Zealand, he
might say a few words as to what New
Zealand had done and was doing. New
Zealand had spent a little over £3,000,000
during the twelve years which had elapsed
since the introduction of its first Closer
Settlement Act, that was to say from the
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passing of that Act up to the 3 I st March'
last. The Government there up to that
date had purchased 600,825 acres, for
which they paid £2,675,487. . Last year
they compulsorily purchased 97,149 acres,
for which they paid £468,615. Therefore,
they had purchased altogether 697,974
acres for £3,144,102. That was an average of £4 lOS. per acre. They had secured
2,335 tenants, with a total popUlation of
7,200 persons.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-By leasehold
or freehold?
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-By both.
K ew Zealand had a total population of
800,000, whilst our popUlation was
1,250,000. The Age newspaper of the 27th
of last month had a long letter from New
Zealand under the heading "New Zealand
Notes."
He would quote one little paragraph from it, which was as follows:New Zealand's social experiments, in short,
h:::ve been devised by confident ignorance, and
the claim is made for them that they have been
successful merely because they became law in a
time of development and prosperity. vVhat has
caused the prosperity of the colony has been
the opening of big estates to setlement, and
the finding of markets abroad for surplus pro·
ducts.
.

It would be seen by clauses 15 to 2 I that
all action must be initiated by the Minister.
Before the final step was taken the Minister's approval must be secured. There was
th~ ~linister first and the board next; then
the board reported to the Minister, and jf
there was no opposition the estate was purchased.
If there was opposition the matter
came before both Houses of Parliament.
I f the owner did not accept the offer then
made, proceedings were taken for compulsory acquisition, and the amount of compensation offered would be referred to the
Compensation Court for determination. In
the name of goodness was that not sufficient
protection for every land-owner? Could
not Parliament take any man's land at any
time?
The Hon. W. S. :MANIFOLD. - Parliament could chop his head off.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said' that the
fullest protection was given to the owner,
and he could conceive of no objection on the
ground of unfairness. He thought Mr.
Ritchie had interjected with regard to rhe
compulsory taking of land, as if there was
anything new in that proposal. It had been
done in New Zealand and other countries.
Did members believe in British principles?
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Not always.
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The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that the
system of compulsory purchase was in operation in England, and without the safeguards proposed in this Bill.
That principle was put into operation in the acquisition of land for the purpose of establishing
workmen's homes.
If honorable members
desired it, he would read the provisions of
the law in the Act of 1890, which was
termed, "The Housing of the Working
Classes Act."
The Act was practically the
result of the report of the Royal Commission of 1884-5, of which our present King
was a very active member as Prince of
Wales.
The London County Council had
the right by this Act to compulsorily purchase any large area which they deemed unhealthy.
Several HONORABLE MEMBERS.-Ah. ah!
The Hon. J. M. PRATT.-That is the
cemetery.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE said that the
London County Council could take a piece
of lllIld if it deemed the buildings unhealthy,
and could build homes there for working
men on extended terms of payment. It sold
them on similar terms to those proposed in
The scheme was termed the imthe Bill.
The London County
provement scheme.
Council and other councils in England
took land and built houses on it for working men.
When the London County
Council desired to take land, the matter
went before the Local Government Board,
and if there ,vere objections it then
went before Parliament, which settled
the question.
The process was almost on
all-tours with that in this Bill, except that
in England large city properties, or what
might be termed slum properties, were dealt
witE.·
.
'l~he Hon. T. C. HARWOOD.-·For sanitary purposes.
The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-No; it ,,'as
to enable workmen to secure healthv homes.
Land was compulsorily purchased in the
open suburbs where there were no buildings,
and houses were erected on it for the working men on extended terms of payment.
The Hon. "vV. PEARSON.-You are not
going to take city property.
The Han. A. O. SACHSE said it was
not proposed ~ 0 do so by the Bill.' This
measure demanded prcmpt· attention on the
part of the Legislature. He was informed
Lv the officers of the Land:; Department
tI1at un]f;ss the BilT was brought into operation before the end of the year, the relief
it proposed to give would be postponed for
~bout twelve months.
As soon as the har-
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vesting was over, the farmers would want
to use their slack time to select any land
they desired to obtain.
If honorable
members approved of the principles of the
Bill, they should pass the measure as
speedily as possible, forIf it were done, when 'tis done, then 'twere well
It were done quickly.

The principle underlying the Bill had been
submitted to the country by Mr. Irvine,
whose Governn.ent the present Government
succeeded. According to the report in the
Argus newspaper of 22nd August last year,
Mr. Irvine, when Premier, in delIvering the
policy of the Government at Nhill, statedI will take first closer settlement.
. 'Without
hesitating any longer about the question, I may'
say that the Government has, after mature and
careful deliberation, come to the conclusion that
the time has arrived when the best interests of
this State demand that the principle of compulsory purchase shall be adopted-(cheers)-that
system which has been so successful in New
Zealand, whereby large areas of land, given up
almost entirely to the grazing of cattle and sheep,
have been turned into prosperous homesteads and
into farming communities.

That was placed deliberately and openly
before tne country, and upon that that Government was returned. He thought he
had touched on the principal points in the
Bill. There was one question that was
asked by an honorable n;ember as to how
much the men would have to pay to take
up farming blocks. There would be sixtythree payments extended over 3I! years.
There would be £3 for each half-year as
the fixed amount payable on every £100;
of the first payment £2 5s. would be paid
on account of interest at 4! per cent., leaving a balance of £99 jS. owing. The payments went on until the sixty-second payment was reached, when of the £3 for the
half-year, IS. 9d. was on account of interest, and £2 18s. 3d. on account of principal, leaving a balance of 18s. to be paid
in the last half-year. Any of the holders
of allotments would be allowed to make
payments of pri~cipal in advance at any
time, and could payoff the remainder of
the purchase money at any time afte!
six years, but they must remain In
possession for a certain tin.e, twelve
years, before the land became freehold.
He had placed in his hands within the last
few days a letter which stated that unless
the Government undertook at once to relieve the existing oppre'ssive conditions by
taking an es,tate in a certain district, 100
families would shOItly be dispersed, and
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that the State would thus lose good citizens,
capital, and rail'way revenue. This was a
letter from a very important district.
The Hon. J. BALFouR.-'Vhat district is

it?

.

The Hon. A. O. SACHSE.-The Mount
'Villiam district.
The Hon. J. BALFouR.-You ought to
tell us who sent the letter.
The lion. A. O. SACHSE said it was
a copy of a letter sent to the Minister of
Lands by the Mount 'Villi am tenants. He
had given the gist of the letter, and honorable members could see from that that
lana was sadly wanted.
Although estates
were being sold privately, there were a
number of desirable tenants wanting land,
and oeing attracted away to Western Australia, Queensland, and othel States. The
N" ew South "Vales Government telegraphed
only a couple of days ago for full particulars of this Bill, and he understood they
were about to introduce a Bill on the compulsory principle. This system was going
rigfit througn the Australian communities.
The chief cow1.hies of tne world had recognised that a yeomanry population was
requirea above all things. They recognised
thatlt was not Hie mere question of money
that tne estate was sold for, but it was the
getting together of a large number of substantia1 veomen with a fixed interest in the
cornmunlcy that was of importance.
He
was not going to indulge in a rhapsody on
the advantages' that would accrue from this
measure, but regarding the matter in a
purel y business-like aspect, the proposal
now placed before the House was founded
on the soundest and best lines of finance.
This Bill was to establish a certain fixed
reliable community amongst us.
It was
to keep the population here that we had
here at present, the most desirable of al I
populations-our young farming people; it
was to form happy homes, if possible, for
our workmen who had not such homes now
of their own; it was to enable centres of
agricultural labourers to be established
with their own homes, and with a sufficiency
of land around them to add to their sparse
incomes, and generally it was to develop the
material welfare of Victoria.
The Hon. D . MELVILLE said that it
could not be expected that he should say a
word on this Bill to-night, but he desired
to remark that he was perfectly satisfied
with the explanation the honorable gentleman had given of the Bill. The House
wa,,, now fairly seized of one of the most
important questions of the. day.
This

Petitions.

problem that was submitted to them for
debate was the question in every civilized
country in the world. It was the question
in Canada, in the United States of
America, in France, and in Belgium.
The Hon. ]. M. DAVIEs.-Is the honorable member going into the question?
The Hon. D . MELVILLE said that he
was not, and he begged to moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

He was only now congratulating the Minister, and stating that he was fully satisfied
with the Minister's explanation.
The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the, deba~e was
adjourned until Tuesday, October 18.
The House adjourned at twenty-seven
minutes to eleven o'clock.
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The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
FACTORIES ACTS.
Mr. LEMMON' asked the Minister of
Labour if he would inform the House when
he intended to introduce the Bill to consolidate the Factories Acts and place the same
permanently on the statute-book? He said
that some honorable members were very
anxious to know whether the Government
intended to introduce this Bill, as it was
understood that the session would not last
very much longer, and amendments were'
necessary in the existing Factories Acts.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I have not
had an opportunity of consulting the Cabinet
on the subject since the question was placed"
o;} the notice-paper, but, so far as I know
the views of the Cabinet, as the Factories
and Shops Acts do not expire until December 31, 1905, the Government propose
that the subject-matter of the honorable
member's question should stand over until
next session.
I trust, in fact I am sure,
that we shall have ample time next year
to deal with the matter.
PETITIONS.
A petition, praying that the 'House would
not adopt the proposed scale of licence-fees
in the Licensing Bill in its present form,
was presented by Mr. MCCUTCHEON, from
the Brighton Yacht Club.

Thistle Act.
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Petitions, praying that· the Assembly Scott, F. D. Nixon, C. G. Abbott, T. A. Gordon,
Henderson, A. Rowland, E. Gilsenan,
would give effect to the expressed wish of vYiliiam
George 'Valkley, vVm. Winchester, W. Beatty,
the electors in reference to Scripture les- P. Vranzizan, 'William Walker, William Rogers,
sons in State schools, and that a complete F. Long, J. Long, Matthew Evens, G. F. Logan,
analysis be made and published of the vot- R. Logan, Andrew Small, Harry Bennett,
ing at the referendum on the introduction Thomas Clancy, J as. McCann, P. Walsh, Martin
Hickey, J. Males, Joseph Jones, Jane Crellin,
of Scripture lessons into State schools, were Ralph
Joey, William Burland, F. H. Hornsby,
presented, by Ivlr. KEAST, from residents of F. Riordan, R. Smitherson, J. Wills, Mary
Ba yswater j and by Mr. THOMSON, from Livingstone, G. Black, A. Thomson, E. Neyland,
J. Chadwick, J. Cruickshank, H. Noller, Peter
residents of Balmoral and Harrow.
THISTLE ACT.
ENFORCEMENT OF PROVISIONS.
i\Ir. OUTTRIM stated that he desired to
move the adjournment of the House to discuss a definite matter of urgent public im·
portance, namely, the enforcement of the
provisions of the Thistle Act.
Twelve members having risen in their
places (as required by the Standing Order)
to support the motion,
Mr. OUTTRIM stated that in travelling
about the country most members must have
become a ware of the very great danger
threatened to the agricultural industry
through the inroads the thistles were making
on the land.
In the district he represented
it was very hard on the small farmers, and
a few days ago he presented a memorial to
the Minister of Lands in connexion with the
He had informed the Minister of
matter.
his intention to bring this question before
the House this afternoon, and the Minister
had' very kindly returned the memorial to
him to-day, so that he might read it to the
House, in order that honorable members
might be able to form an opinion as to the
difficulties that small land-owners had to
suffer in connexion with this pest.
~he
memorial was as follows:To the Honorable John Murray, M.L.A.,
Commissioner of Crown Lands and Survey,
Minister of Agriculture, &c.
Sir,
We, the undersigned ratepayers of the 'West
Riding of the Shire of Tullaroop, respectfully
request that you will take the necessary steps to
have the provisions of the Thistle Act enforced
in the said Shire; as the " Star" and " Chinese"
thistles are spreading so rapidly all around us,
that unless some decided measures are taken at
once, our lands will be rendered practicall y valueless, and, as the Chinese thistle is almost ineradicable when thoroughly established, we consider the matter very serious.
vVe have already petitioned the Shire Council,
but, as the members are mostly large I'andholders, whose lands are thistle infested, they
refused, by a majority, to enforce the Act.
We have the honour to be, sir,
Your obedient servants,
Andrew J. Gearin, Alexander Murray, Jas.
Gordon, Chas. R. Shaw, P. S. Rowland, Frank
Walker, James McGilvray, J. Da Fronte, R. J.

Walkley, George Scott, Thomas J. Mole, B.
Cloke, Alfred Walkley,' W. W. Parker, and
J ames Gordon.

The gist of the Departmental reply was as
follows : By direction, inform the Hon. Mr. Outtrim
that proceedings must be taken under section 8
of the Thistle Act 1890.

He communicated that reply to these
farmers, and had received the following
letter : Bung Bong, 10th October, 190 4.
The Honorable A. R. Outtrim, M.P.
Dear sir,
At a meeting of the petitioners held here on
the ith inst. to consider the reply of the Department of Agriculture to the petition from us re
enforcing the Thistle Act, the following resolutions were passed unanimously:1st. That, owing to the large extent of country,
in this (Tullaroop) and adjoining shires, over
which the Chinese and Star thistles have already
spread, individual action, under section 8 of the
Thistle Act, is quite impracticable.
•
2nd. That the Honorable A. R. Outtrim, as
member for the constituency, be requested to
bring the matter before Parliament to compel
the enforcement of the Act, as the spread of these
thistles is assuming national importance, and the
ruin of the smaller land-holders, who, up to the
present, have managed to keep their holdings
clean froal these thistles.
Trusting you will do your best to assist us in
this matter.
We are (for petitioners),
Your obedient servants,
ALEXANDER MURRAY,
THOMAS A. GORDON.
ANDREW
GEARIN.

J.

Section 8 of the Thistle Act was as follows : Upon complaint duly made to any justice that
any thistles are suspected to be growing, or are
growing, upon any land, such justice shall make
an order, in writing, for the person complaining,
or for some other person, to enter uEon such fand
to se~rch and ascertain if there are any thistles
~rowmg then;upon or (as the case may be) shall
SIgn such notice to the owner, lessee, or occupier
of any land as hereinbefore provided; and also,
upon being satisfied that thistles are growing
upon such land, and that such notice has been
served or left or affixed and advertised as herein
provided, shall make an order for the destruction
and eradication of such thistles, as aforesaid,
growing upon any land by some person to be
named in such order, the expense of which shall
be recoverable as hei:einbefore provided.
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He would point out that what was evervbody's duty was nobody's duty.
It appeared that any man could set th.is law in
motion, but Parliament could hardly expect
that land-owners all over the country were
going to act as detectives upon one another,
and to initiate proceedings to prosecute their
neighbours.
It seemed to him that the law
was a bad one, and, although it had' been in
existence for many years, he did not know
of a case where one land-owner had prosecuted another.
It was the duty of the Government to take such steps as were necessary to see that this Act was carried into
effect, and that those who allowed thistles
to grow upon their land were compelled to
kill them, because it was very unfair that
people who took every care and every action
they possibly could to eradicate thistles
should be forced to do this work
annually on account of the action of
their n~ighbours who would not take the
trouble to clean their land.
.Mr. DowNwARD.-There is no occasion
for the individual to act, because the councils can and do act.
i'dr. OUTTRIM stated that he had just
read a memorial from fifty-five farmers, w.ho
showed that' one shire council had refused
to take action. To the honour of another
copncil in his district-the Avoca Shire
Council-it must be said that they had
taken action to enforce the Thistle Act,
but what was the good of their enforcing
the Thistle Act when the neighbouring
council of Tullaroop would not do so?
Some outside action should be- taken. He
did not care whether the council was compelled to enforce the Act or whether the
Government took it in hand, so long as h
was enforced.
1\1r. MURRAY.-We cannot compel a
council to enforce the Act.
Mr. OUTTRIM said he knew that tr.e
councils cO'Jld not be compelled to enforce
the Act. Although the councils considered
themselves t.he champions of local selfgovernment, still in many cases where it
was a matter that would touch their pockets
they did not want to enforce it. It was
regrettable that some councils snould allow
this pest to grow, for anybody who travelled afoout the countrv could see that
some of our very best "lands were being
destroyed. There was to be a meeting of
the lUunicipal 'Association of Victoria on
Wednesday, October I9. The objects of
the association were stated to be " To watch
over and protect the interests, rights, and
privile.ges of municipal corporations; to
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take action in relatio;'1 to any subject affectjng municipal bodies or municipal legislaton; and to promote the efficient carrying
out of municipal government throughout
Victoria. " The following recommendations
,rere going to be laid before this conference next week:AMENDMENT OF THISTLE ACT.

That the enforcement of the Thistle Act, in
regard to the eradication of the following noxious plants and weeds, be made compulsory upon
all municipal councils in Victoria--

Mr. KEAsT.-'Vhat do they specify?
OUTTRIM said they specified a lot
which there was no occasion to interfere
with at all. He did not agree with the wiping out of all the plants specified .. What
ht wanted to have wiped out was that which
was of no earthly use to cattle, and simply
a drag upon the land. The Municipal Association was to be asked to wipe out tIe
following: '~Ir.

Canadian Thistle, Spear Thistle, Bathurst
Burr, Star Thistle, Malta Thistle, Shore Thistle,
Saffron Thistle, Nut Grass, Stink 'Vort, St. John's.
'Yort, "Vater Hyacinth, Cape Tulip, Blackberry,
Sweet Briar.

Mr. ~.rURRAY.-Do they propose to leave
them as thistles under the Act, or to exempt
them?
1\1r. OUTTRIl\1 said it was proposed to
have all the plants specified creared out. A
good word, however, was said in the statement from which l:e was quotio'g in favour
of the Scotch thistle, as follows:N ote.-Scotch Thistle and Spotted Thistle
have been proclaimed" Thistles" throughout the
State, but the committee is of opinion that the
enforcement of the Act, as to the eradicating of
these thistles, should be optional with each
municipality.

He mentioned this matter to show that the
councils themselves were waking up to- the
fact that the spread of the thistle was ;It
menace to the agricultural community. The
Minister of Lands had officers all over the
country, and the Act as it stood could be
put in motion if only somebody could be
got to do so. Neighbours could not be expected to put it in motion, and if the Min.
ister could see his wav to direct his officers.
to put the Act in motIon it would be effective, because if two or three prosecutions.
took place the balance of the farmers in
the State would take fine care to see that
their lands were cleared. When prosecuting private individuals, however, he hoped
the Government would be fair enough to
kill the thistles on their own lands, for it
was no use enforcing the Act on private
individuals if the Government did not clear
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their own lands of tl:e pest, which was as~
suming such proportions in his district that
he had taken this exceptional means of
bringing the matter before the House and
the country. In his twenty years of political life this was the first time that he had
ever moved tl:e adjournment of the House,
and he would not do so on this occasion if
it were not that November was the time to
cut thistles, and he was certain that now
was the time for the Government to take
action and do a real good turn to those
following
agricultural
pursuits.
The
Minister of Lands was an enthusiastic
supporter
of
closer
settlement,
and
therefore he should do all he could
to keep on their ISO or 200 acres the men
who did not want anything from the Government, by insisting that people should
keep their land clean, and not allow other
men's land to be ruined bv these weeds.
While he thoroughly agreed with the desire to place people upon the land, he
would point out at the same time that the
Government should take every possible
means of keeping on the land those who
were willing to fight their own battles in
life, but who only wanted to do their own
share of the work.
Therefore, he requested the Minister either to take action to
amend thp. Act in order to compel the
councils to have these thistles killed, or if
he did not see his wav clear to do that,
and 1£ he thought that the councils were
not carrying the Act out, to take such
action as lay within his power at the present time to have reports made to him in
connexion with the districts infested with
thistles, and then when he found out what
councils were at fault, to instruct his officers to swear an information against anv
man who wouid not clear the thistles off
his land, and if the Act was strong enough,
to enforce the penalties against those who
committed default.
He hoped the re'
quest ne had made wouTa be sympathetically received by the IHinister. He had not
taken this action to-night for the purpose
of hindering business in any shape or form.
He Fiad aone it strictlv in the interests of
those who wert'~ struggfing to make a living
all tnrough the country, wbose just wants
and demands the Government should make
an effort to meet.
If the Minister could
not see his way to compel the councils, who
wouTa not carrv out the Act. as thev certainly ought to do, to do their duty. he
should appoint some of those in the various
Departments in the Government service,
who were continually travelling about the
country, to take action to compe1 those ,rID
l
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allowed weeds to grow on their estates to
kill them at tbe proper season of the year.
He hoped that those honorable members
who were interested in land in this State
would say a few words in the interests of
those who were struggling on smail pieces
of land in different localities.
:\1r. THOMSON observed that he
agreed with a good deal that had fallen
from the honorable member for Maryborough, but he did not think the honorable member had quite clearly defined the
thistle that he complained of, nor did he
go so far as the honorable member did in
condemning the whole of the councils.
It
had been said that the positions on most of
the councils were occupied by large landholders.
That might be so in some cases,
but it was not so in other cases.
Even
in tne localities where the thistles were
known to. be the very worst-on the better
lands of the State-it would be invariably
found that the councils were composed (J'f
members of the farming community. Surely
those men knew the best plan to adopt to
eradicate the thistle that was complained
of.
It woold be a great mistake if the
honorable member went so far as to seek
to eradicate all thistles.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-I have only asked for
two.
Mr. THO:\1S0N said, so far as his experience went, wherever the councils bad
found that the obnoxious thistles the
honorable member had alluded to were
growing, they had invariably given notice
to the land-owners to eradicate them. Of
late years, undoubtedly, a number of weed:;
had been introduced into the western part
of Victoria from the drought-stricken areas,
For instance, the Bathur<;t burr, which had
not been seen in the 'Vestern District for a
large number of years, was now found there
since the stock was brought down from
New South Wales during the time of the
drought.
This and other noxious ween.,
had been springing up along the roads
since then.
They would be found to the
greatest extent on the camping grounds, and
very often those were in the boroughs and
the commons about the towns.
That was
Verv often
where the trouble came in.
the borough councils did not think' it was
necessary for them to take any action in
the matter.
The stock that were brought
into the markets from the outlying districts carried the seeds back ,,;ith them
a~ain, and so spread the pest all over the
State.
He agreed with the honorable
member for 'Maryhorollgh that wherever
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people coulCl possibly eradicate the noxious
thistles the honorable member had referred
to, they should be compelled to do. so. The
Bathurst burr and the sweet bnar were
becoming a perfect nuisance like the Jatter
plant had become in Tasmania, which was
comp,letel), overrun with it.. It. was increasmg m many parts of Vlctona, as the
honorable member for Bulla knew perIt would be a great mistake
fectly well.
to take the power under this Act out of the
hands of the councils, and to allow the
councils to be domineered over by the
:Minister or the Department, and to be
told what their work should be.
The
councils were quite competent to say what
thistles should be eradicated, and what
should' not.
Even if the Scotch thi~~lc
did sometimes 1,Decome a nuisance in the
arowing crop, and had to be removed, it
~as a question whether it would be profitable to make land-owners endeavour to
eradicate it all over the State simply because of the amount of injury that it did
to crops.
Where: a far.mer found the
Scotch thistle growmg up 111 the crops and
threatening to be a nuisance, he put a
man or men through the crop when
it was in the earlier stages, and had
the thistles
taken
out.
He hoped
that the Minister, when giving instructio~s,
would call the attention of the councIls
onl y to those thistles which were really
obnoxious, and not to the whole of the
thistles alluded to in the Act. Any plant
could be brought in a:5 a thistle under the
Act amI some people thought that all the
this~les should be eradicated" but that would
be a great mistake.
Mr. MURRAY remarked that although
tbe honorable member for 'Maryborough had
a.sked for some indulgence from the House
for having moved the adjournment .of .the
House, the honorable member was qmte JUstified in doing so on the facts as stated by
him and in the petition the honorable member 'had read. He was astonished to find
the honorable member for Dundas at~emp.t
iner to justify a council which had faIled 111
th~ performance of its duty. The honorable
member for l\1aryborough had a full knowledge of the facts, for the council complained of was in his constituency. ~e was
sure however that the charge of fallmg to
discharge obligations that were laid upon
them bv Parliament did not apply to many
council~.
I n the first place, under the
Thistle Act, the obligation of ta~ing P!Oceedings was laid upon the councIl, whlch
had ample powers under the Act to compel
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the destruction of all these thistles. This
particular council appeared to have failed
to exercise the powers that had been conferred upon it by Parliament.
Mr. THoMsoN.-Are you alluding to the
\Varrnambool Council now?
1\1r. MURRAY said he ,vas not alluding
to the Warrnambool Council now, but if the
Wal'rnambool Council had failed in the performance of any of its public duties he
would not hesitate to criticise it just as
strongly as any other council. He was not
like some honorable members from the We.::tern District-he was not locally hide-bound.
\Vhen Parliament passed the Thistle Act
it evidently contemplated., remote as it might
be, the possibility that some council might
not perform the duties that it was called
upon to perform under the Act, so Parliament made a provision, general in its application, that any person might take steps
to do the work that the council had failed
to do. But honorable members knew very
well that what was everybody's business was
nobody's business, and he could understand
the reluctance with which ratepayers would
propose to take action as individuals against
a neighbouring land-owner, no matter how
much they \vere suffering through his negligence. He did not think there was any
necessity for fresh legislation upon this
point. He had discussed the matter with
t.he honorable member for Maryborough,
and it appeared to him that t4e councils
would perform their duty when they saw
that somebody else was going to do it if
thev would not do it. There were the Crown
lands bailiffs, and he thought that the work
might be performed by them where the cases
WE're bad. Of course, he quite admitted the
correctness of the assertion that there were
manv noxious weeds which were thistles
under the Act, but which did not do much
harm. In fact" some of them did more good
than harm. The ordinarv Scotch thistle,
for instance, looked upon- at one time as
the great enemy of the pastoralist, was now
regarded as his most beneficent friend in
times of drought, so that the Government
would not proceed with the same rigour
against a land-owner for permitting the
Scotdh thistle to flour'ish as they would
against one who permitted to flourish
a more objectionable kind still - the
Chinese thistle. In the Chinese thistle
we had the very worst kind of thistle.
Anyone who had travelled through the
country districts must have been struck by
the marvellous manner in which all kinds
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of weeds flourished in Australia. However, those weeds were pere, and they
were here to stay. He, thought that if instructions were giveln to the Crown lands
bailiffs, and, if necessary, to the police also,
to take the matter in hand, the difficulty
might be overcome.
He would promise
the honorable member for Maryborough
that he would direct the Crown lands
bailiff in the district referred to by that
honorable member to at once take some
steps to eradicate such a dangerous thistle
as the Chinese thistle evidently was. At
the same time, the very fact of the honorable member bringing the matter so prominently under the notice, of Parliarr.ent
would be calculated to stimulate the erring
Further than
municipality into action.
that, the municipal council, if it took no
action, could be held up as a horrible example at the conference of municipalities,
which was to take place on the 19th of this
month. After the pUblicity that' was now
given to the matter, it might not be necessary to take' any special steps such as he had
indicated, but he was quite ready to take
those steps, if they should be found necessary.
Mr. GRAY stated that he was sorry to
hear the Minister of Lands say that he saw
no necessity to amend the Thistle .Act. In
his (Mr. Gray's) opinion, it was very necessary, indeed that that Act should be
amended. The procedure under the Act
was cumbrous. The officers in charge of
the eradication of thistles under the shire
councils had to run about all over the
town to get a justice of the peace to sign
the notices, and then when the notices were
served, if the person carr.plained, of by
the thistle inspector started to cut the
thistles, he might continue to cut them for an
hour or two, whilst the inspector was in the
neighbourhood, but the moment the inspector left the farm the work might be stopped
altogether. One of the councils in his district had asked, through the Municipal Association, to have an alteration of the law
so that councils might act in the same way
in connexion with the eradication of thistles
as they did under the Vermin Act. Xhen
if a land-owner neglected to clear his land
of thistles or Bathurst burr, the council
would have authority to go on the land
themselves and do the work, and charge
the land-owner with the cost.
The motion for the adjourn.rr,ent of the
House was then put and negatived.
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LICENSING BILL.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT moved the
second reading of this Bill. He said-In
rising to move the second reading of the
Licensing Bill, I may say at the outset that
I do not under-estimate the. difficulties that
surround the position which I shall have to
present to the House to-night. I feel sure
the House will not regard this as a party
question. It 'is essentially a non-party matter at the present time, and it arises principally from circumstances which were not
anticipated until quite recently, since the
change in the law was made in I885. Honorable members are aware that in 1885 the
licence-fees were increased from what they
had been prior to that time, with the view
of establishing a fund to pay the necessary compensation in respect of hotels
which would be closed, pursuant to the
local option provisions of the Act. Almost from the very commencement of that
Act, there was a gradual increase in the
amount standing to the credit of the Licensing Fund until, notwithstanding the large
payments that were made in the meantime,
it -reached, in the year 1898, the position
that it had a credit balance of £87,185Very large sums, as l said before, had
been paid since the Act came into operation, and then a Bill was introduced into
this House by Sir George Turner ,,·ith a
view of transferring £20,000 of that fund
to the consolidated revenue to be used, I
think, for charitable purposes. Considerable discussion took place in this House
during the passing of that measure. It is
a very short Act. It provided that in the
financial year ending on the 30th June,
1899, the sum of £20,000 might be transferred from the Licensing Fund whenever
it exceeded the sum of £5°,000. That is
to say, the first withdrawal from the fund
was contingent on the balance remaining
being not less than £5°,000.
Mr. LAwsoN.-Why not re-transfer that
£20,000 out of the surplus?
.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I will come
to that in due course. The £20.000 was
transferred, and although there is a provision in the Act for the further taking of
other instalments during the following two
years of £10,000 each, I am not aware
that the funo has been in a sufficiently
rosy condition, if I may so describe it, to
enable that course to be adopted.
Mr. RRoMLEy.-'Vhat was the £20.000
taken for?
Sir SA~[UEL GILLOTT.-:Mv honorable friena will find that when the proposal
J
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was introduced into the House by the then
Premier and Treasurer, he saidThe Bill provides that whenever the Licensing
Fl"tnd (;'xce~ds £so,ooo, the Governor in Council

may transfer to the consolidated revenue out of
the excess any sum or sums of not more than
£10,000 !1 yenT.
In the first year we .ask for
permission to transfer £20,000.
'Yhatever
amounts are transferred are to be applIcable to
the same purposes as the annual vote for the

charities.

Mr. J. "V. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-,-What
date is that?
.
Sir SA~lUEL GILLOTT.,--The d'ate
of it is July 7, r898. It was said at the
time by many of the members of this
House that it was not a wise or prudent
thing to do. But the increase of the fund
had been so continuous year after year
that Sir George Turner felt perfectly satisfied, or almost completely satisfied, that
the fund would be sufficient to answer the
purposes set out in the Licensing Act,
namely, to provide not only for the
expenses of carrying out t'he Act,
but also to pay frorr. time to tin: e
such sums as migh~ be necessary to be paId
as compensation to the owners and licensees
of houses that were closed in consequence
of local option polls that might take place
in various parts of fhe country.
Mr. BRoMLEy.-And the facts have disdosed his folly.
Sir SAi\fCEL GILLOTT.--·Xow, I may
inform the House that the Licensing Fund
has to its credit to·day, in round figures,
the sum of £17,000. Honorable members
will find the exact figures set out in the
Treas'Jrer's papers that "'ere distributed
last night. As honorable members are
aware, a local option poll was recently taken
at ~orth Melboume, and the result of that
poll was that it was determined to close
thirty-seven licensed houses out of a total
number of fifty-seven.
,The Arbitration
Court is sitting~ from day to day, and the
business is not very far from completion,
so that we are able to form something of a
fair estimate of what \Yill be required, and
1 estimate that the amount will be something like £45,000 at least, which will be
necessary in order to pay the compensation
awarded by the court. In addition to that
the costs of the Crown. in connexion with
these cases, have to be met. and it must be
remembered that each hotel reall y constitutes two cases. There is an arbitration in
respect of the occupier's claim, and there is
a similar arbitration in respect of the owner's
claim.
Therefore, there were, virtually,
seventy-four cases of claim for compensa-
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tion that had to be adjudicated upon and
decided by the arbitrato~s appointed in pursuance of the Act.
Mr. WATT.-Is there any appeal against

t.he decisions of the Arbitration Court?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Of course,
there would be the ordinary appeal if the
arbitrators were guilty of any conduct which
would invalidate the award. I take it that
, they do not stand on any better footing than
any other arbitrators would be on if their
de~ision was impeached in the Supreme
Court. But on questions of fact, namely,
as to finding what compensation should be
payable in connexion with the closing of a
lict:nsed house, the arbitrators of course
would be the sale arbiters.
Mr. WATT .-Some of their decisions are
ridiculous.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-·-Well, speaking professionally, my experience of arbitration has been that the system is very unsatisfactory. My experience has also been
-and I am sure my legal friends will agree
with me-that the legal expenses are generally four times as large as they would be if
the matt'er were tried in open court. Indeed, for a very long period, I have always
held the view that it was not a safe thing
to advise a client to submit any matter to
arbitration. I merely give that as my own
personal. opinion. Other professional men
may not coincide with that opinion, although
I believe it is generally agreed with.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-Can the
Chief Secretary give us any idea of the
costs incurred?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I think a
fair estimate of the costs would be that they
will probably amount to close upon £30 on
each side, in respect of each case.
Mr. BRoMLEY.-That is £60 per case.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I should say
that the costs on both sides will probably
amount, in the aggregate, to not less than
£4,000. Of course, I am not aware, nor
can I be aware, whether any special contracts have been made with professional men
in connexion with the c6nduct of these arbitration cases on behalf of the owners and
occupiers. I only kilow the estimates that
were made in connex!on with my own firm,
because I may tell the House frankly that
some of the owners of the hotels that have
been closed bv the local option poll happened to be clients of my firm. and ,,~e have
had to act for them in the ordinary way. I
have not had the conduct of the matter mvself. but I know th~t the business has be~n
in the office. Now, Mr. Speaker, when the
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Arbitration Court has concluded its labours, an" future Treasurer as to the return of
At the same time the honorW'3 shall be under the necessity of asking . this money.
for at least £30,000, and when these pay- able gentleman did state that he was quite
ments are made out of the £30,000 the fund sure that the House would act on an equitable principle, and would do what was
will be exhausted.
Mr. BOYD.-Where do you propose to get right and proper in the event of. money
being required to replace that which was
the £30,000 from?
.
NO\\,.
the answer, so far as
Sir SA~IUEL GILLOTT.-I was Just taken.
going to explain that. The Bill which the the present Government is concerned, is
Government have introduced contains three that hitherto the expenses which are payvery important principles. They are dis- able out of this Licensing Fund h;we not
tinct subject-matters, and I have no doubt wholly been c!1arged to the fund. I think
whatever tl-.at they will lead to considerable that a portion of the expenditure has been
discussion. In the fust place we propose paid out of the fund, but lately the subject
to increase the fees payable for lic~nces. has been lOOKed into bv the Treasurv, and
That is set out in clause 2, and that IS the it is estimated that at least £36,000 -is due
first and one of the main principles. The to the Government for costs and expenses
second main principle that we desire to have which they have incurred in carrying out
legislative authority. upon is t.hat f~es shall the provisions of the Act. The section of
also be chargeable 111 conneXIOn Wl~l: cl~bs the Licensing Act 1890 which deals with
that are certified as such by the Llcensmg that question is section 202, which was
Court.
taken from the Act of 1885.
Mr. WILKINS.-Is it to be an all-round
Mr. COLEcHIN.--Is that £36,000 to be
increase of licence-fees, or only an increase paid apart from compensation?
in the district where the houses have been
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT. - These
closed up?
amounts are payable out of what is called
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The increase the Licensing Fund. The Licensing Fund.
is all round. If the licence-fees were in- which was created by the Act of 1885, and
creased onl v in the locality where local continued by the consolidated Act, is to be
option has been in operation, tl:e extra re- a fund for certain purposes. It is to be
yenue derived thereby ".'QuId be quite insuffi- a fund, of course, for the payment of comcient to find the compensation money that pensation. Section 202 provides that the
is necessan'. The amount required is so travelling, expenses of the members of the
large that' it would be impossible to cast Licensing Court, the salaries of inspectors,
the whole of the liatbility on that particular clerks, and other officers required to carry
district, nor was that the intention of the out the provisions of the Act, together with
'Act of 1885. It has become necessary, I all incidental expenses, and compensation
regret to say, that tl:is increase should be awarded to owners and tenallts of licensed
made all round.
houses closed under the provisions of the
Mr. CULLEN.-Except on wine and spirit Act, shall be a cFiarge upon and be liqui.
merchants and grocers.
dated out of the fund.
Sir SA:\IUEL GILLOTT.-I am speakMr. WILKINS.-Is that why they went to
ing of hotels. Wine and spirit merchants EChuca to get a legal gentleman to act?
and grocers are not interested in the matter
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT. - I do not
of compensation.
know anything about that.
Mr. BROMLEY.-Whv not?
Mr. GAUNSON.--The legal gentleman
Sir SA:\IUEL GILLOTT.-The com- from Echuca is a very able and capable
pensation is payable only to the owners and lawver.
licensees of hotels, and it is necessary that
S'ir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-It is esti·
we should have a fund available in order mated that expenses have been borne by the
to pay that compensation from time to time revenue which are legall y chargeable to the
as occasion requires.
fund. Thev consist of stationery, printMr. "VILKINS.-Should not the first claim ing, books, -binding, portions of salaries of
be on the fund that is being used?
clerks of courts, police magistrates, and
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I was com- Judges, say, £2,000 per annum for
ing to that if the honorable member will eighteen years. The officer who made out
allow me. Speaking of the £20,000 that this counter-claim, if I may so describe
was transferred from the fund in 1898, I it, ~ays that it is a very moderate estimate.
may say that it appears from Hansard Of course, I am not personally sufficiently
that Sir George Turner declined to pledge familiar with these various charges that
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are now preferred against the fund to be
able to say whether thIS is a moderate estimate or not. At all events, there is no
doubt whatever that a great amount of work
is done by our public servants-that is to
say, police magistrates, clerks of courts,
inspectors, and otber officers-in carrying
out the provisions of the Licensing Act.
I want to be absolutely candid and fair to
the House, and I am sure honorable members will give me the credit of believing
that that is the case. I desire to keep back
nothing that is "Tithin my knowledge.
I
want to 'say this, that, looking at the
last Auditor-General's statement dealing
with the Licensing Fund, I find that it
discloses expenses which have been charged
to the fund during the financial year
1902-3; and although I have not had an
opportunity of looking up each annual return of this kind, I am satisfied from inquiries I have made that very much of this
expenditure has been debited to the fund
during the time the Act has been in operation. These are the charges :---Travelling
expenses of members of Licensing Courts,
£5Z4 8s. 8d.; allowances to officers of
police appointed inspectors. of licensing
districts, £4, I 30 8s. 8d. I believe that
that item includes also the salaries of
a number of officers of police who
devote themselves exclusively to carrying
out the provisions of this Act. Then comes
another item-incidental expenses, including
travelling expenses of clerks of courts and
witnesses" £3.020 lOS. 9d. Next, there
is the cost of taking a poll of electors,
£II4 15s. Id., and compensation payable
in connexion with local option poll, £5,653
7S. 6d. ; and then there is an item to which
I shall have occasion to refer later on, beCluse it is one which will, no doubt, create
considerable discussion, namely, "Equivalent to municipalities, £93,1°5 3s. 7d."
Honorable members will find this statement
on page 189 of the Auditor-General's reo
port, and it is the last 'annual report we
have had from that office.
The total
amounts to £106,548 14S. 3d. On the
credit side we start with a balance in 'hand
on the 30th June, 1902, of £19,084 16s.
. 3d. ; receipts during the year from licences"
£99,851, lIS ..7d., less refunds, £65, leaving net £99,786 I IS. 7d.; fines, £z,241
17s., less refunds £5z, leaving net £z,,189
17S. ; sale of confiscated liquor, £z6 IS. 3d. ;
making the total receipts £10Z,002 9S. lod.,
or a grand total, including the credit balance, of £IZ1,087 6s. Id., and carrying
forward to the year j'us'f c10sed the sum of
Sir Samuel Gillott.
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£14,538 lIS. 10d.
I believe the sum
now amounts to something like £17,000.
That will give honorable members an idea
as to the costs and expenses debited to the
fund from time to time.
What the Treasury says now is, that the whole of the
expenses, properly chargeable under section zoz of the Act of 1890, have not
hitherto been charged against the fund. I
m,ay say, in passi:ng, tnat much larget
licensing fees were proposed by the Government at the time of the introduction
of the A(:t of 1885 than they were able to
carry into law.
Their proposals were--For hous<-s assessed at an annual value of
under £100, ..£25 a ye.ar; between £100
and £200, {So; over £zoo, £100. The
Government at that time were not able to
carry those figures into law, and what was
really passed by Parliament is the law at
the present time, namely:-Victuallers'
licences, for houses assessed at not more
than £50, £15 per annum; not more than
£zoo, £z5 per annum; over £200, £50;
roadside licences, £5; packet, grocers' and
colonial \vine licences, which we do not
propose to deal with, are respectively £20,
£TO, and £5. The fee for a temporary
licence, which is one of the licences \ye desire to increase, was fixed at £2.
Mr. BROMLEY.-You ought to alter the
grocers' licences, as they are the biggest
curse to the community.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I shall b~
in the hands of the House. The figures
we propose are these, namely:-Victuallers' licences, in respect of premises assessed at an annual value of not more than
£50, £20, per annum, the present amount
being £15.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-That is most
unfair.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-It 1s a
matter of degree.
In respect of premises assessed at more than £50, but not
more than £125, £30 per annum, which
is an increase of £5; between £125 and
not more than £zoo, £35 per annum,
which is an increase of £10; over £ZO(),
and not more than .A300, £50, which is
no increase; over £300, but not more than
£400, £60, which is an increase of £10 .
There are not many premises assessed at
over £zoo a year -in Victoria, as honorable mem15ers will see by the return I have
r.irculated.
:Mr. COLECHIN.--And not likely to be
under this proposal.
.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The number
of these houses at present is 210. According to th-e return I have circulated, there
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are 78 licences at £5, 1,537 licences at
£15, 1,816 at £25, and 210 at £50'
There are really only 2 I that are assessed
at an annual value of more than £200.
Mr. WILKINs.-Are you taking into con·
sideration those that will be closed?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Those n::maining after the local option poll ,nIL go
into the £50 scale, if not there already. I
take it that the whole of the remaining 20
-that is about one-third of the original number-would all be assessed at over £200 a
year. In respect of premises assessed by
the Licensing Court at an annual value of
more than £400, but not more than £500,
£75 per annum j and in respect of premises
assessed at more than £500, £100 per annum. In respect of a roadside victualler's
licence, we propose that the fee shall be
£10 instead of £5 per annum. I am informed that a number of these roadside
public-houses are very necessary.
Mr. WATT .-Do you propose to extend
this to the outer districts?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-That is a
question that a gentleman I know wrote to
me about the other day. This is not a measure to deal generally with all the anomalies
in the Licensing Act j it is only for a particular purpose. If I had introduced a
Bill to deal with all the anomalies we might
bl'! si ::~ing here for the next three months .
Mr. BOYD.-Three vears.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The time is
not far distant when it will be absolutely
necessary to take a general review of the
Licen~ing Act.
I desire to say that in connexion with the proposal to increase the
hotel licence-fee, I have had the pleasure
of perusing the English Act dealing with
the same subject which ,,,as passed the other
day.
Mr. :MACKINNON.-Is that the Brewers
Endowment Bill?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I do not
think that is the name j I think it is called
the Licensing Act 19°4.
The conditions
and circumstances prevailing in England
differ from ours. rf.he districts there are
much larger., and I know that to obtain the
requisite funds to pay compensation in connexion with local option, the Quarter-Sessions there are empowered, when they think
Ii: necessarv, to make certain increases in
the licensi~g fees payable under the Act.
. The increase cannot exceed a certain graduated scale, but on the increase being put
into force, the licensee can secure payment
of part of the increase from t.he owner. I
am inclined to think that that is an exceedingly fair provision, but it is not a part of

°
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this Bill. Although I have not had an opportunity of consulting the Cabinet upon it, my
own view is that this increase in the licencefees should be apportioned on some equitable
basis bet\yeen the licensee and the owner.
If it is an equitable principle in England,
where the interests are so brge compared
with ours, and where an enormous amount
of money is invested in this business, I
see no reason why it should not be equitable here, and why we should not adopt
something on the same lines.
The compensation in Victoria is payable, one amount
to the licensee, and the other to the owner,
and this increase that I have referred to
is intended to provide a fund for the payment of that compensation. Therefore, it
is like a guarantee fund.
I f the owner on
the one hand, and the licensee on the other,
expect this principle of compensation to
prevail, the _necessary funds must be forthcoming, so that the amounts may be paid
as occasion may requi~e, whenever the local
option principle is put into force. There
have been periods of several years' duration sinc~ our present Act came into force,
in which no' claims have been made for compensation at all.
Then, suddenly the
local option principle is put into force, and
a very large sum becomes payable at once.
I would like to give the House the sum
that has been already paid as compensation under local option. It amounts in
the gross to £163,820, and it has been
paid in. the following districts: -Ballarat
East, thjrty-nine hotels closed, compensation paid, £39,981 j Ballarat West, that is
the city. of Ballarat, twenty-five hotels
closed, compenlSation paid, £2'[,253 j Benalia, seven hotels dosed, compensation paid,
£9,643 j Bmadford, four hotels closed,
compensation paid, £1,290 j . Carlyle, in
the Rutherglen Shire, eigbt hotels closed,
compensation paid, £2,717 j Echuca,
twenty hotels closed, compensation paid,
£19,382.
I think the Treasurer gave
the House some information as to the com ..
pensation paid to Echuc?-.
Mr. BROMLEY.-You could purchase
Echuca, hotels, and all, for that sum.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT. - Geelong
North, seventeen hotels closed, compensation paid, £17,124j Malmsbury, eight
hotels closed, cOll11pensation paid, ,1',2,73 2 ;
Maryborough, twelve hotels closed, compensation paid, £9,649; Mooroopna, fourteen hotels closed, compensation paid,
£T 3,083,
I had the pleasure of being
there the other day, and I. walked up a
long street, and saw a great many places
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closfri, but I should !'lot care to pay that
sum tor the properties.
:l\l;:'. i\lcKENZIE.-That was for the who]~
distnct.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.--Portland,
t,yo hotels closed, compensation paid,
£9 80 j South BalIan, nine hotels closed,
compensation paid, £5,653 j Stratford, ten
hotels closed, compensation paid, £2,74 8 j
Tung-amah, six hotel closed, compensation
paid, £8,OII j Warrnambool, six hotels
closp-d, compensation paid, £9,745. That
makes a total of £163,820. This is a very
material factor in connexion with tr.e hard
and fast amount which bv the la,,, is now
payable to the municipalities.
~J r. McKENZIE.-A loss to the revenue
of the municipafities.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-How does
that bear on the question? It is the action
of the ratepayers that brings it about.
1\1r. McKENZIE.-They did not know
they were going to penalize the municipality.
'
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-They knew
sufficientl v well tcat if they voted for reducing the number of hotels, some hotels
had to be closed, and compensation had to
be paid.
l\lr. TouTcHER.-\Vhy penalize the ratepayers where local optiDn has not been put.
into force?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I do not de.
sire to be drawn into a discussion 'as to
what is th~ effect of the local option pro·
ceeding. I want to state to the House the
plain facts, na u~el y, that the effect of tl:es~
polls has beE"l1 that there is a reduction now
in the receipts which prevailed at the time
of the 1885 arrangement, and the reduction
amounts tD £3,480 a year.
Mr. A. A. BILLS ON (Ovens). - Don't
you think the time has arrived to review
the system for -the payment of compensation?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-T~.at is
what \ve are proposing to do in this Bill.
We propose to deal with what is known as
the equivalent payable to the municipalities. Up to 1885 the licence-fees had been
received by the municipalities, and they
were simply charged S per cent. on the
amount so received. On local option and
compensation coming into force the Government, by a section of the Act, agreed to
pay the municipalities the arr.ount that they
received during the preceding year" that is,
during 1884. That has been continued up
to the present time. Honorable members
will see the effect of that proceeding by the
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return I have distributed. If honorable
members look at the present receipts from
licences of all kind's, and at the amount
payable to the municipalities, and the costs
which have been debited against the
Licensing Fund, they will find that
the one amount. just about, equals
the other.
In other words, we have
arrived at a neriou when there is
no margin-when,' whether we have further
compensation to payor not, the Licensing
Fund will not be increased, because there i:-i
no surplus.
In 1898, Sir George Turner
told the Assembl v that the increase in connexion with this' fund was something like
£7.000 or £8,000 a year.
In six yeals
we have arrived at a stage at which honorable members will see by the figures there
is but a slight margin.
Mr. EROMLEY.-Of £9,000.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-Kext year
there will be thirtv .. seven hotels from which
we will receive l;othing at all, and £25
multiplied by that number will make another reduction in the receipt side of the account.
If honorable members think that
under the existing conditions we will be
able to form a Licensing Fund for compensation, I say that it is absolutely a delusion and a snare.
There will be reall v
no surplus at all ,\"orth talking about.
.
~[r. \VATT.-YOU are taking money for
the Police Superannuation Fund.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I do not
know that we are going to do that.
As
to the question of the necessity for charging a licensing fee to clubs, I believe there
is not a great difference of opinion in this
cOi.11munity that a great number of the clubs .
should pay something for the great privileges they enjoy, and the great profits they
make, in connexion with the sale of liquor~
Mr. ROBERTSON.-·But not on a per capita
basis.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I am not
committed absolutelv to the scheme in the
Bill as to the amount we shall receive, nor
on what principle it shall be obtained. Some
peIsons advocate that the clubs should be
charged a percentage on the amount of the
purchases. We have adopted the principle in
the Bill as being somewhat analogous to that
of hotel licences.
I know that there are
a large number of clubs, and principally in
the metropolitan area, quite prepared to pay.
a fee for the privilege they enjoy.
There
is another matter, and that is as· to whether
these clubs should be subject
inspection
by the licensing inspector. That is a debatable matter. Take the Melbourne Club

to
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or the Australian Club; in cases like that
it is not the amount thev ,,"auld have to
pay that they would reUse any opposition to; but it is the principle that a club
should be subject to inspection, for the members of these c1 ubs consider that they
should be like a man's home, and not subject to invasion.
"Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Any place that sells
liquor ought to pay a licence-fee.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-The records
of my Department show that it is necessary
that certain clubs should be inspected at
times. As to whether it should be done on
warrant, signed by a justice of the peace,
or whether it should
be
done
on
the written
authority
of
the Chief
Secretary, or any other officer that
the House may select, that is a
matter I am quite prepared to take the
views, of the House upon; I am quite prepared to consider any reasonable proposal.
I would like to say a few words on the
question of what is known as the equivalent
to the municipality. It cannot be denied
that there is a statutory arrangement as far
as one Parliament can bind another, although future Parliaments c~~ undo w~at
was done before. The mumclpal subsldy
is a case in point, for at one time the Act
allocated a very large sum to the rrlunicipalities, which from time to time has been
('ut down by necessity. As to the allocation of licence-fees receivable in 1884, there
are good grounds indeed why the House
should review the arrangement, having regard to present circumstances. In a great
many cases the arrangement works out un. fairl~T.
There are about sixty-five municipalities that are receiving an equivalent of £8,264 more than the licence-fees
within
th~s~
.d!sactuall y collected
tricts, whilst there are 140 mumc1pahtles
receiving £18,577 less than the a.mo~nts
collected in their particular dIstncts.
Probably among those which receive less,
are newer shires in remote parts of the
cuuntrv. Thev have become more populated,
and under' the Licensing Act it is po'Ssible to obtain a new licence there.
I
will not trouble honorable members with ::t
mass of figures, but among those particular shires, where there are sums like
£500 received, and only £30 returned to
the municipality unCler the arrangement
made in 1885, "I need scarcel y say that
that has been a very sore point.
It has
been a matter of considerable grievance on
th~ part of these shires, and, as year succeeds year, that apparent unfairneSS-It
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must be apparent to us-will increase in
effect, because the older portions of thiState, where there is a concentrated popu·
lation, will be the places in which loca~
option will prevail.
That wiII cause les~
money to be paid for licences, by reaso!"1
of the closing of houses. In the other par·
tio11s of the State, where the population js
increasing, new houses will be opened, and
the municipalities in which these houses
are situated will not get a brass farthing.
The amount received in fees in respect of
these new houses will only go to make up
what is necessary under that arrangement
of 1885, if that arrangement is carried out
without anv modification whatever.
Sir
George Tu"rner in 1898 referred to this
question.
It was also referred to in
another place by the late Sir Frederick Sargood and other honorable members of that
Chamber. It was the consensus of opinion
on this question then that although an alteration ,ras not made in the Act of that
year, this question was a .proper one for
~evie,,- at no distant date. In this Bill
"-e have attempted to give relief, and we
propose, with a view of accumulating a
fund which shall be a'i-ailable for the payment of compensation, to ask the authority
of the House to provide that, instead of
making the payments on the scale of dis·
tribution as fixed by the Act of J 885, we
.shaN igive ,to. every municipality in the
State 80 per cent. of the amount of fees
received from time to time in that individual municipality.
:\lr. GAUNSO~.-Up011 what principle do
you give them anything?
S,ir SA~IUEL GILLOTT.-We know
very well that the municipalities have contracted obli'gations.
They have pledged
their income in a good many cases, and
their indebtedness is very high. We know
very well, also, that if the whole thing
was taken from them the money would
have to be returned in another form by
means of a governmental or national subsidy. They CGuld not go on under existing
conditions if we were to take from then ..
at one stroke nearly £100,000 a year.
Mr. WATT.-You are taking £3,000 from
the City Council.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-In the case
of the City Council, that reduction of £3,000
will mean something like !d. in the £1,
and I do not suppose that the ratepayers
will object very much to that. At all events,
if they do, I am in a happier position
in connexion with the matter than I should
have been some three years ago. I would
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ask honorable members, after full discussion, to pass this Bill. I do not say that we
have prepared an absolutely perfect scheme
of dealing with these vital questions, but we
haye endeavoured to meet the difficulties of
the occasion. It will be for the House~ in
its united \\"isdom, to deal with these great
questions in a manner which will be conducive to the best interests of the country.
There is a clause in the Bill providing that
fines~ penalties, &c., shall be paid over to
the Police Superannuation Fund. I am not
en:::moured with that proposal. I am quite
prepared to allow the money to remain either
in the fund to which at present all these
various allotments go, or to divert it to
somewhere where it will be available for
other charges. However, that is a matter
for honorable members.
My honorable
friend the Premier has told the House that
the claims on the Police Superannuation
Fund are growing at such a rate that.a motor
car could not keep up with them, and
that it is advisable to increase that fund.
Those of the police who give special attention to this Act, such as inspectors, nave
the whole of their salaries debited against
the Licensing Fund, and a proportion of other men employed
exclUsivel y in connexion
with the Act
are also paid exclusively from the fund.
I do not know that the Police Superannuation Fund has any right to have these fines
and penalties placed to its credit, except
on the grounds that the more you have in
the Superannuation Fund available for pensions the less you have to draw from the
consolidated revenue to make up the de·
ficiency.
:\1r. PRENDERGAST.-It is· not a very good
thing to place the fines and penalties in
the Police Superannuation Fund.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-As the leader
of the Opposition points out, there is a
principle at stake in allowing the fines and
penalties to go into the Police Superannuation Fund. It is not necessary for me to
enlarge on that. The House will see at a
glance that the more we keep our officials
on strict lines of pure equity as between
man and man., the better it will be in the inI am not
terests of this great country.
one with a reputation for making long
speeches. I have looked into this question,
and I have examined all that has been
said upon it. It is absolutely necessary
that we should' find the means first of all
of providing the necessary funds to pay the
claims in connexion with the local ,option
arbitration cases.
That leads me to a
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point which I have not touched upon. The
Act provides that when at any time the
Licensing Fund becomes insufficient for the
claims upon it, we may resort to a duty
The House knows perfectly
upon liquor.
well that that right and privilege no longer
belongs to the State Parliament.
The
Act also provides that the houses which are
selected tb be closed are not called upon
to close until they receive the compensation w,hich has been awarded to them. It
would be very unfair and unsatisfactory
therefore if all these people who have had
notice to quit-and many of whom I suppose are just living from hand to mouth at
present, and not endeavouring to push their
business, owing to the, prospect of closingwere kept in this uncertain position for years,
until the tund was brought to an amount
which would enable t.hem to be paid. I do not
suppose the House wants them to be kept
waiting for thirty years until that happens.
As a matter of fairness, the mCll1ey mu~t
be found to compensate these people for
being deprived of their business. Let me
sa y this-and I am not speaking as an
owner--there are hundreds of cases where
very large sums of money have been spent
in the erection of buildings which are only
suitable for the business to which they. are
now applied, and a very great loss is riecessarily sustained by the owners of these
houses by their being directed to be closed.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Why don't you abolish
the local option poll, and leave the matter
in the hands of Parliament?
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT.-I desire to
sav, in conclusion, that if there is anv further information that I can give the House,
I shall be only too glad to supply that information when desired by honorable members.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that he
would ask the Minister to allow the debate
to be adjourned for a week. This was a
very difficult Bill, and he had to congratulate the honorable gentleman on his
speech, which had placed the matter very
fairlv before the House.
M~. McGREGOR remarked that there
was a special reason why an adjournment
should be granted. The Premier, in answer
to a deputation, stated that he would ask
the municipal councils to recommend some
alternative scheme.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member may lose the right of speaking on the
second reading if he speaks on this request for an ad jourriment made by the
leader of the Opposition.
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l\h. WATT said he understood it was
Mr. McGREGOR said that he wished
to state one fact which would, perhaps, practically arranged not to take private
Surely they
'weigh w,ith the Chief Secretary in agree- members' business to-night.
ing to the adjournment.
The Premier might have gone on with the Income Tax
asked a deputation to suggest to him some Bill.
method by which the money could be raised.
Mr. BENT.-I wanted the Income Tax
The councils were paralyzed at the sudden- ,Bill to be brought on, but the leader of
ness of the request, and could not on the the Opposition did not.
.
spur of the moment make any suggestion.
Mr. WATT said the Premier was in
If, however, the second-reading debate were charge of the business of the House. He
adjourned for a week, these people would regretted the Premier had been absent, and
be able to suggest some remedy.
had consequently no knowledge of what was
Sir SAMUEL GILLOTT said he would done this afternoon.
Mr. BENT.-I did not want to interfere
offer no objection to the adjournment.
at all.
Mr. PRENDERGAST movedMr . WATT said he wanted the Premier's
That the debate be now adjourned.
int~rference.
He would like to see the
Mr. WATT stated that he regretted the
Premier
lead
the
House, and objected to
Minister, after such an elaborate explanation of the Bill, could not have seen fit to the leader of the Opposition dictating to
go on with it. It appeared that when re- the Government the course of business.
Mr. MCGREGOR.-The leader of the Opquests came from the Opposition side of
position
only made a request.
the House for an adjournment they were
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it had been
acceded to much more readily than similar
usual, when an import-ant measure was subrequests from the Ministerial side.
The motion for the adjournment of the mitted by the Government, to adjourn the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was debate. at the request of the leader of the
Opposition, or any honorable member, and
adjourned until Wednesday, October 19.
there was no occasion for the petty and
frivolous objection of the honorable member
ORDER OF BUSINESS.
Mr. PRENDERGAST asked the Premier for Essendon.
Mr. BENT.-I agreed to postpone the dewhat business he now proposed to take?
b~te on the Income Tax Bill, although I
Mr. BENT.-The Income Tax Bill.
vVe will now
Mr. PRENDERGAST expressed the dId so most reluctantly.
take
the
Coal
and
Firewood
Sale Regulaopinion that it would be advisable to postpone the debate on the Income Tax Bill tion Bill.
Mr. LEVIEN said, it was very inconuntil after the Budget debate. That would
prevent a lot of repetition of speeches and venient to honorable members who attended
the House to help the Government to put
consequent waste of time.
Mr. BENT.-We keep putting Bills off. business through not to know what measure
It is procrastination with a vengeance. What was coming on. Although the Chief Secreabout the Tramways Act Amendment Bill? tary had explained the provisions of the
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was ready Licensing Bill in a very clear and excellent
speech of considerable length, and some
to go on with that measure.
honorable members were anxious to conMr. BENT.-Very well, we might take tinue the debate, it was post'Poned at the
that Bill next.
request of the Opposition. If the GovernMr. Vii ATT said the Premier was not ment expected their supporters to help them
present when the debate on the Licensing to transact business in this Chamber thev
Bin was adjourned at the request of the must not allow the Opposition to dictate
Opposition, much to the disappointment of the order of business.
a number of honorable members who were
Mr. GA UNSON said he was not aware
prepared to speak on the Bill. Thev were
then informed that the Stock Feeds Sale that private merr.bers' business was to be
Bill would be brought on next. It' was ar- postponed, or he would not have troubled
ranged that they would not go on with to attend the present sitting.
1'.1r. BENT.-If private members' business
private members' business to-night.
is not taken we will go on with GovernMr. BENT.-Is that so?
Mr. OUTTRIM.-No.
The honorable ment business.
member mav have arranged not to go on
Mr. GAUNSON said he wanted private
with his motion.
members' business to go on because he had
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Sale Regulation Bill.

cording to the evidence given to the Royal
Commission, weighbridge tickets have been
obtained by sending an employe for them on
a bicycle, and the firewood or coal in the
dray was not weighed at all. This Bill provides penalties against persons issuing false
weighbridge tickets, and against sellers
who falsely represent the weight.
Any
purchaser can demand that the load shall
be weighed and the vehicle tared afterwards, and full information supplied to
him.
The inspector is to be authorized,
at all reasonable times, to enter any shop
or yard and see that the weights are corThe Bill provides
rectI y represented.
that coal and firewood shall be sold in
COAL AND FIREWOOD SALE
tons, hundredweights, or quarters, and emREGULATION BILL.
powers the municipal council to make regu1\Jr. McLEOD moved the second reading lations under which smaller quantities of
of this Bill.
He said-This measure, I firewood can be sold.
The selling of
may say without hesitation, is intended to smaller quantities will therefore be under
protect the poorer classes of the commun· the control of the local body.
I need not
ity.
When the report of the Royal Com- say anything more on the second reading,
mission on Local Government Law was re,- but I have several amendments to propose
ceived, we intended to incorporate in the in Commi'ttee.
Amending Local Government Bill a measure
Mr. MACKINNON.-I have very much
regulating the sale of firewood, an arr.end- pleasure in supporting this Bill, which, I
ment of the Weights and Measures Act, believe, will be welcomed bv the honest
and also an amendment of the Bakers and portion of the firewood tracIe.
At preMillers Act, but we found that the measure sent there is verv little chance indeed for
would be much too large and cumbrous. a customer to ple~ent fraud, and it is notoriConsequently we decided not to include ous that all through the trade short weight is
I do not say that is done by all
The evidence adduced given.
them in that Bill.
to the Royal Commission showed that an dealers. but throughout the metropolis, at
enormous amount of imposition is practised anv rate, a considerable number of dealers
on the poorer portions of the community 'are hai1itually delivering short we~ght,
in regard to the sale of firewood, especially especially of firewood, A friend of mine
in small quantities, and this measure is had some trouble about a load of coal.
The Bill When a ton of coal was delivered to him
badl v needed in their interests.
"prov'ides that it must be distinctly stated, he took the trouble to get it weighed, and
in all cases where firewood is sold, whether found a deficiency of 5 cwt. Of course, he
the firewood is to be sold bv weight or has had considerable luck with his coal
That is only a
There has been a great deal of merchant s.ince then.
measure.
juggling' as to what constitutes a ton of s(lmple of ",bat happens in a great m3.ny
firewood by measure.
This Bill provides cases in this trade. I cannot sa v that this
that when firewood is sold bv measme, 40 is a very perfect Bill, for I notice one or
feet shall constitute a ton. As the Act will t,w little slips in clauses which can be
apply to the whole State, and in the case of amended in Committee. I understand that
mining firewood contracts 50 feet constitutes some amendments are to be made in the
a ton, we provide for special agreements Bill. It is a measure which ,. . i11 not press
to ,rr.eet the custom of the firewood trade hardh' on am-body, but will secure honest
weight for the con-sumer, and for the 'honest
in connexion with mines.
Mr. LEVIEN.-What about existing con- dealer an opportunity of carrying on his
trade on honest lines. It is very easy for
tracts?
j\[r. McLEOD.-This Bill is not retro- the dishonest trader, by taking I cwt. from
sDPctive, and of course all contracts spe- each ton, to sell at a lower rate than the
cifv what is to constitute a ton.
The honest dealer" who delivers full weight.
seller will be compelled to go to the weigh- Legislation of this sort has been found
brid,ge and give a correct statement of the necessary in England with regard to coal,
weight of firewood, and a correct state- firewood not being much used there. In
ment of the weight of the vehicle.
Ac- 'the English Act, some of the local aua couple of motions on the notice-paper,
which he put there for genuine business,
and not for fun.
l\T r. PRENDERGAST .-Some other business
has been put on for fun.
Mr. GAUNSON said the debate on the
Licensing Bill would have been proceeded
'rith but for the fact that the honorable
member for North Melbourne had not made
up his mind upon that measure, and did
not know which way to go.
:Mr. PRENDERGAST.-That is not true.
:]Jr. BENT.-We will go on with t.he
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill.
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thorities, who have considerable power to
deal with the sale of goods in their local
areas, were not satisfied that the last provisions were stringent enough, and considerab] y more stringent provisions were passed,
so that I think we are quite safe in adopting this legislation, which will conduce to
a very much healthier trade in Melbourne
and the large centres of population.
Mr. LA WSON.-This is a Bill which
ought to be supported. It endeavours to
create a purer atmosphere in r,egard to the
sale of coal and firewood. It is a question
,of State interference. It is not a question
of the State stepping in and running the
whole business, but of the State regulating
and controlling the conditions of sale.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Abolishing freedom
of contract.
~1r. MCLEoD.-Preventing imposition.
Mr. LA"VSON.-Some people may say
this is more Socialism" but it is the Socialism of which we can all approve. I wish
to draw attention to the fact that this Bill
imposes additional obligations upon the
municipal councils. Practically the administration and enforcement of this measure
will be in the hands of those bodies, arid
although I believe in local control of these
matters, and in the muntcipalities having
this obligation cast upon them, I would
like to take the opportunity of pointing out
that while in almost every way the work of
the municipalities is beIng increased, th~
ccmtributions which those bodies have hitherto received from the State are being diminished. If the State imposes additional
obligations on the municipalities, it should
also recognise its duty to help the local
bodies to discharge those obligations as far
as the cost is concerned. I would like the
Minister of Mines to say how this measure
is going to affect the mining companies,
and whether we are not going to give a
kind of legal impress to "40 feet to the
ton."
Mr. McLEOD.-I intend to move ,an
amendment on sub-clause (2) of clause 3
to meet the case.
Mr. LAWSON.-'Ve look to the Minister
of Mines to s~e that the mining companies
are protected, and that those who are supplying mining companies with firewood are
not unduly interfered with. Contracts of
mining companies for firewood are very important.
Mr. McLEOD. - I have drawn an
amendment specially to meet their' case.
Mr. LAWSON.-"Vith that assurance
from the Minister I have very much pleasure in supporting the Bill.
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~Ir. ~IcGREGOR.,-I desire to ask the
~Iinister of Mines whether it will be neces·

sary for small farmers who cart fire,Yooc1
fro~l their farms to comply with the conditions relating to the weighblidge? I
observe that the municipal council will
have power to state what· distance dealers
shall be compelled to go to a ,yeighbridge.
"Vill it be possible for these men to sell
their loads of firewood at per load without
describing wbether it is by ton measurement
or by weight? A number of people are in
the habit of buying their wood at so much
per load delivered at their door without
paying any reference to the measure or the
weight. These men go round hawking the
wood, and I want to knO'w in what way
be affected? I must say I indorse
they
the principles of tbe Bill, and I think it is
only right and wise that those people who
sell a specified quantity should ,be com·
pelled to give what they sell.
~,[r. McLEOD.-By leave, I desire to
say I have already interjected that in Committee I shall move certain amendments
,d:.ich will leave perfectly free any contract as between the seller and the buyer.
~Ir. KEOGH.-I heartily approve of this
Bill, because I think it will insure the poor
people getting what they pay for. There
is a custom amongst some dishonest dealers
of weighing a load of wood, we will say
per ton, and receiving a ticket stating that
there is a ton in that particular load. iT,hey
deliver the load, but they do not deliver the
ticket. Then they go out with another load
,,-hich is perhaps a quarter of a ton shurt,
and show the purchaser the ticket that they
received for the previous load. A dealer in
wood has asked me to support this Bill, bllt
he is anxious that a clause should be in.
serted in it making it compulsory on the
vendor of the wood to deliver the ticket
with tl:e wood, because otherwise some
dealers keep the same old ticket, Clnd
whether the wood is short or not, just show
the ticket and put it back in their pocket.
Mr. McLEoD.-That is the fault of the
purchaser who does not insist on having the
ticket delivered . We cannot protect tl:e
purchaser unless he protects himself.
Mr. KEOGH.-Tbe Government might
insert a clause making it compulsory for the
seller of the wood to deliver the ticket with
the wood.
Mr. MAcKINNoN.-The Bill says so in
sub-clause (5) of clause 3·
Mr. KEOGH.-On the question of cheap
wood it might be well for the Government
to consider the advisability of a reduction
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in the freight on our railways in the same
way as the House has directed the Railways
Commissioners to carry grain at ,a cheap
rate. There was a time when the Commissioners said it would not pay to carry
grain at the rate directed, but when we had
the drought, and there was no grain to
carry, then they owned up that a part of
the great loss of railway revenue was
through their not having any grain to carry.
I bclie\'e it would be in the interest of the
railways and in the interests of the poor
people of Melbourne if we greatly reduced
the freight which is at present charged on
wood. If the Government wish the poor
people of Melbourne to get cl:eap wood, the
best thing they can do is to consider the
advisability of reducing the freight.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I am very much in
sympathy with the views of the honorable
member for Gippsland North. I have not
read this Bill, but I understand that it relates to th~ d~siraDility of giving tl:e people
an honest load for an honest payment. Of
course, any rascal who gets a price for what
is represented to be a ton of wood when he
kno\\'s perfectly
.
. . well that it only weiahs
15 cwt. IS recelvmg money under false pll-'tences, and may be criminally prosecuted
for that. That is plain law. I would, however, like the Minister of Mines to bear
with me for one moment upon a subject that I
think is cognate to this Bill.
There af'~
hundreds of deserving selectors in Gippsland who are not able to send tl:eir wood
to market 'because of the outrageous prjces
charged by the Railway Department. Th~!
result is that these poor people cannl)t earn
a crust, and that the deserving poor ill ~{el
bourne cannot purchase cheap wood.
The
poorer people-" from him that hath not
there sl:all be taken away even that whi,~h
he hath "-have to pay more than £1 a
to~ . for wood in small quantities or a
shlllmg parcel at a time when that wood
could be delivered for about 7s. 6d. 3. ton
at their doors. T.he mining industry suffers
in the same way, and I do hope the 'Minister
of ~ailways will see the stern necessity of
puttmg a stop to this cruel practice cf
handicapping these unfortunate selectors
who have wood to sell and cannot stll it,
and have to burn it on the ground. It l~
a cruelty to them, and it is a cruelty to the
poor people in Melbourne, It is a cruelty
also to the miner, whose wage is more or
less at stake, that the companies cannot get
cheap wood for mining purposes.
~Jr. BENT.-We have carried thousands
of tons of wood.
/:)
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Mr. GAUNSON .--Of course, and here
are gentlemen getting £3,500 a year-I do
not wonder at t1.:e Premier complaining that
they get more than he does-but I do hope
that they win take this to heart, and that
where the opportunity is close at hand they
will try to give these poor selectors a chance
of living, and also give a chance of living
to the poor people in Melbourne. If it is
necessary to get rid of these Commissioners
I should not hesitate to do that.
Mr. WATT.-I join with the honorable
members who have praised the principle of
this Bill, because I think it is time, in the
suburbs particulari'y, that some measure. of
protection was given to the consumer of
small parcels of wood. I am, however" very
much in doubt as to whether the machinery
wbich the Government propose to create to
add to the Weights and Measures Act will
not hamper considerably tbe sale, and possibly add to the price, of the small parcels ..
I am informed by the Premier that the trade
practically agrees to it j but, judging it
purely from the consumer's point of view
for a moment, clause 3 refers to the fact
that firewood shall be sold by weight, except in certain cases, and then sub-clause
(4) of the same clause refers to the fact that
where any quantity of coal or firewood sold
by weight is conveyed for delivery or sale
in a vehicle other than a railway truck the
seller of the coal or firewood shall, unless
the vehicle is provided by the purchaser,
cause the weight of the vehicle, as well as
of the coal therein, to be previously ascertained by a weighing instrument on or near
the place from which the coal or firewood
is brought. That will mean that if a barrow of wood containing I cwt. is sold,
it must be put over a weighbridge, and the
gross weight will have to be given on the
ticket the seller gives to the purchaser, and
the tare as well.
Mr. DUFFus.-Not necessarily a weighbridge.
Mr. WATT.-Perhaps not necessarily a
weighbridge, but where you ,have a cart
conveying a small parcel, it will certainly
have to go over a weighbridge. There are
thus impediments which will eventually increase the price to a poor consumer, who
would buy 1 or 2 cwt. at a time., and which
evidently the Minister does not contemplate.
With regard to the exemption in clause 3,
that firewood shall be sold by weight except
when sol'd in a quantitv ·exceeding 10 cubic
feet, in which event it. may be sold either
by weight or by measure, that quantity
should be made 20 cubic feet. Probably
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we can discuss the effect 'Of that in Committee; but, at any rate, these are circumstances
which the Minister might well take into
consideration at the Committee stage of the
Bill.
1\1r. HAXNAH.-I congratulate the :Minister in charge of the Bill and the Government on introducing this measure. I can
say that I have had many years' experience
in connexion with the sale of firewood, and
I do not kn'Ow of any trade in the metropolitan area where the public are so completely, as they are in this trade, in the'
hands of the large number who do make it
a practice to get at the public in a very
scientific way. It is a well-known fact that
about 90 per cent. of those who are retailing firewood give to the public 100 lbs.
instead 'Of II 2 Ibs. to the cwt., and, therefore, most people, not having scales to test
the weight, are paying weekly for that
which they are not getting. With regard
to the question of the weighbridge, and the
tickets that have been mentioned by the
honorable member for Gippsland North, it
is a well-known fact that those wh'O bring
wood from the country frequently give false
tare, so far as their gross tare is concerned,
and the result verv often is that when the
loads come to be put over the weighbridges
again it is found that the public are probably losers 'Of 5 or 6 cwt. This is a very
serious thing, which has been going on for
many years. If the Government are going
to be in earnest, and to follow up this
measure to any effect, they must endeavour
to move the municipalities, so that they
shall enforce the power that they have in
their own hands. I am glad to note, with
the honorable member for Castlemaine, that
this is a small instalment of Socialism, which
I know some of the honorable members on
the other (Ministerial) side do not like. I
am pleased t'O see that the Premier and the
Minister of Mines on this occasion believe
that this is the kind of Socialism that the
Labour Party believe in, and are fighting
for, and endeavouring to extend in every
possible way. The point has been raised
by the honorable member for the fublic
Officers as to the rate that is charged upon
the carriage 'Of firewood from Gippsland.
It must be apparent to those who know
anything about the firewood trade at all
that that class of firewood will not sell in
the Melbourne market like the firewood from
the North-Eastern District, where they have
to deal with the very best class 'Of box-wood.
Consequentl y, if the Rail wa ys Commissioners
did reduce the freight on firewood, it would
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be found that the wood that the honorable
member mentioned would not be in demand, because of its inferi'Or quality, unless
you went so many miles back into Gippsland that it would be almost impossible to
bring it over the railways. I am glad that
this measure has been brought down, and
I believe that when it is put upon the
statute-book it will do for a very large section of the public what ought to have been
done years ago, in assuring for t'hem that
which they pay for, or believe that they pay
for.
Mr. FAIRBAIRN. - This measure
seems to be all right" so far as I can see
from a casual glance at it, which is all the
opportunity one has had to-night, because
we have been dealing with such a number
of measures 'One after the other that really
one's brains gets a little bit numbed.
Mr. BENT.-What must it be for us, who
have to fix it up?
Mr. FAIRBAIRN .-1 am astonished to
hear so many honorable members saying that
the wood and coal sellers are such a bad
lot.
I have found those in my district a
I bevery nice lot of fellows indeed.
lieve they always give full weight, and I
wish I had the opportunity to discuss this
measure with therr.'.
Several of them have
,vritten to me to have a copy se,nt to them,
and they might then have given me, about
the trade, some useful hints which I have
not been able to get so far.
I remember
a good old joke that I saw in London
Punch some years ago, about an old coal
compai1y which used to sell 15 cwt. for a
ton.
They wanted to discharge one of
their men, and he asked why he was to be
discharged. They told him that he was
such a stupid fellow, and he replied, "At
any rate, I have learnt that 15 cwt.
makes a ton," and so he was kept on.
I do not think that this trade has been
such a very bad trade as to require a spe,·
cial measure to deal with it for the, pro·
tection of the public, but still I do not
know that there is a great deal of harm
in the Bill.
I rather sympathize ,,,ith
what the honorable !member for Castlemaine said, that we are pushing a great
deal of responsibility on to the munici pa 1
and shire councils.
I suppose we must
really think that they are better able to
do the business of the country than we are.
Of course, the fact that they are elected
on a different franchise may account for
their being better able to conduct the business of the country than we are, but wheth~r
that is so or not we are certainly giving
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therr; a great deal of work, and I dare say,
after a while, they will expect to be paid
by the public for all this work that they
Perhaps
are doing, and doing very well.
we might part with some of our salaries to
the municipal councillors, but possibly honorable members will not agree, with that.
If we are going to give them a great deal
more work than they have already got,
there will have to be something in the way
of payment to ,[I.unicipal councillors in the
future.
\1r. WILKINS.-YOU have fixed up the
wood dealers and councillors now all right.
\lr. FAIRBAIRN.-The wood dealers
get a direct payment from the public, but
the municipal councillors are going to do a
tremendous lot without pay, and do it very
The measure, so far as I can see, '
well.
is one which may be passed by this House.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I desire to support the principle of this Bill, which, I think,
i.5 an admirable example of the necessity
for Government interference to prevent the
eternal freedom of contract from being carried out in our community.
We find that
after all it is a necessity, when a man has
got to deal with the community, for the
other portions of the conlmunity to step in
and prevent him from taking them down.
It is an interference with freedom or contract-a violation of the right of the individual to do as he likes.
I think we
are all agreed about this subject, and look
upon this as a necessary measure.
It is
on a par with legislation that has been
introduced into this House bv vourself, sir,
in two or three instances to" p"revent fraud
in connexion with weight, and also to establish the admirable princip"le of preventing the adulteration of articles that may
be sold to the public.
The honorable
gentleman; in charge of the Bill should
extend its scope slightly to embrace the
whole of the goods handled by the wood
The definition of firedealer in his trade.
wood should be made to include coal, coke,
charcoal, brown coal, or wood.
There is
just as much necessity to include in the Bill
coke. as it is dealt with by some people,
as to have coal or firewood dealt with.
Mr. BoyD.-Coke is generally sold by
the bag.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-It is bought by
the hundredweight, or by the ton, and I presume it should be sold in the s'ame way as
coal and firewood are sold. It is advertised
to the public at so much per hundredweight.
When larder 4 or 5 cwt., I get so nlany
bags weighing so many pounds each, and
meaning perhaps 10 or 15 lbs. less
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on each bag than the weight that I
There is no reason why coke
order.
should not be sold by the hundredweight.
It is ~ mere question of regulating the price when it comes into the yard.
In some instances, where the men are
honest dealers, they sell it by weight, but in
a number of other instances, although it is
ordered by weight, the dealers fill up the
srr.allest possible bags that they can get hold
of.
The same thing obtains in the case of
chaff.
I buv chaff, and in one instance
I get a full hundredweight of chaff
111
the bag, while in another 111stance I
have to pay the s'ame
price for a bag that holds perhaps 10 or
20 Ibs. less than a hundredweight.
I merely
want to protect the buyer, because it is
just as easy to take the buyer down by
selling him an underweight bag of coke as
it is to send him coal or firewood in a bag,
,r hich is often done when small weights
are ordered.
I am glad to see that an
amendment is contemplated in sub-clause
(2) of clause 3, ,vhich should provide that
n') smaller nor greater amount than 40
cubic feet shall be adjudged a ton under
any circumstances.
We should provide in
this measure against any possibility of
fraud.
Sub-clause (2) says-.
The term "ton" wherever in any instrument
u"ed with reference to firewood sold by measure,
shall mean 40 cubic feet unless the contrary is
clear! y stated in a delivery ticket handed to the
purchaser.

If the seller states in the delivery ticket

handed to the purchaser that 30 cubic feet
or 35 cubic feet make this ton of firewood,
no prosecution can lie against the seller.
Mr. McLEOD.-And the purchaser may
know no better.
Mr. PRE:KDERGAST.-That is so, but
if he did know any better all he could do
'\"QuId be to refuse' to take delivery. He
could not prosecute, because the seller would
have a loop-hole of escape in this clause.
r ask the Minister t~ consider whether it
would not be wise also to put in the words
"any inspector or police officer II in clause
$, which gives power to any inspector of
weights and measures to enter any building
or stop any vehicle carrying coal or firewood for sale and test any weights and
measures, or weigh and measure any coal
or firewood sold or offered for sale. That
will make the Act more effective, and give
power to the buyer to deal with the seller
without having to run all over the place
to find a municipal officer, who may not be
::t\·ailable.
The police ate available, and
the buyer will be able to call the attention
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uf the police, who can take action under the
Act, and so make it more effecti,"e. In
carrying out an Ad like this some penalties must be provided besides money penalties, because the continual repetition of a
5s. or lOS. fine in matters of this kind is
no~ sufficient to compel honest dealing in
the case of some few men-but very fewin this class of business or anv other business. It would be ,,,ell to p-'rovide for a
licence-some mere nominal fee-and to
provide that when a man has committed an
offence against the Act say three times in
three years, he should be compelled to lose
his licence, and not be permitted to deal
again in firewood ,,,ith the public. It is a
reasonable thing to allow ehe public to protect themseh"es in that ,,,ay, a)1d I ask the
Minister to try to haye these amendments
made in the Bill. L'nless, to-night, we make
this Bill thorough, as surely as we are legislating here to-night we shall have to legislate in a year or two or three again to do
exactly what we haye had to do in connexion with the Artificial Manures Act. In
the first Act. dealing with artificial manures
Parliament did not make it easy enough
for the buyer to protect himself, and consequently the Goyernment have had to intrcduce fresh legislation to prot.ect him. If we
make it easv in this Bill for the buyer to
protect himself, and for a prosecutlon to
take place, there ,,,ill be no necessity to
come down later on ,,,ith an amending Bill.
One of the improvements I would suggest
in that connexion is to make the definition
of firewood clear by making it embrace
coal, coke. charcoal. ~l11d brown coal, as
well as wood.
Mr. McLEoD.-Brown coal is coal.
Mr. PRE~DERGAST.-That is all right
so long as it is unclerstood, but it is most
remarkable ,,"hat takes place in law occasionall y. Some of the Judges differ entirely
in their definition of terms. They want to
have explicit definitions, and I think it
would be iust as well to haye those words
there.
.
~1r. l\IuRRAY.-Coal embraces all kind of
coal.
~Ir. PREXDERGAST.-It does not embrace charcoal, because it is a totally different product. I do not want to interfere
with the Gas Company, or the people who
buy coke from the Gas Company by weight
or by load. These people buy so many
loads or so many tons in weight from the
company. Let tl1em deal any way they like
with the company, but let them sell to the
public exactly the legitimate amount that is

Sale Regulation B-ill.

21

57 '

paid for by the public. The man who takes
YO:.I down in connexion with coal will also
;ssuredly take you down in connexion with
coke if he gets a chance.
Mr. BOYD.-I thoroughly agree with the
principle in this Bill, but after listening to
the discussion, it appears to me that the
machinerv will hardly effect the purpose
that the Government intend. Take the case
of the measuremer:t of wood. I have frequentl y seen in the streets of Melbourne at
night loads of wood brought in from the
country that would measure 40 cubic feet
to the ton, but' it all depends on the way
It may be, and frethe ,,"ood is stacked.
f]uently is stacked b~: dishonest dealers,
with a big hollow in the centre. Consequently, while you may get 40 cubic feet
of measurement tlo the ton, you ,,"auld not
get 10 cubic feet to the ton if the \rood was
properly stacked.
~Ir. MACKINNON.-That is met by subclause (6) of clause 3, which deals with
a fraudulent act of that sort.
Mr. BOYD.-The difficulty is that it is
not fraud under the Bm as drawn. Cubic
measurement is external measurement over
the three sides. I f you measure wood over
the three sides, and no provision is made
as to how it is to be stacked, clearly it is
no violation of the' measure if the wood is
stacked wi~h a hollow in the centre. The
other difficulty that occurred to me was the
retailing of sOmalI quantities of coal. You
cannot put a hundredweight of coal over a
bridge without being charged 4d.
At this stage, the time for giving precedence to business other than Government
business having arrived, the debate was
ad journed until later in the eyening.
ORDER OF BUSINESS.
Mr. BENT, by leave, movedThat the sessional order fIxing the order of
business on \Vednesday be suspended for this
eyening, so as to allow Government business to
be proceeded with during the whole of the sitting.
H~ said he understood that there was a desire to-night to go on with Goyernment business. It was hardly \vorth while to interrupt Government bllsiness for the sake of
the one little motion that the honorable
member for the Public Officers had on the
paper.
Mr. GA UNSON stated tha~ he had to
move the second reading of a Bill to amenu
the Public Sen"ice Acts to meet the cases
of certain officers who could not be appointed
to a higher class without having to pass
certain examinations.
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purchase:, or a police officer, or an ~ nspector under the Act, desires that rhe wood
should be reweighed, he should have power
to go back to the wood-yard with the wood
and have it reweighed in his presence.
11r. McLEOD.-Is not the position exactly the same under this Bill as it is
under the Bakers Act, which requites the
baker to have scales on the cart so that the
bread may be weighed at the customer'~
place?
Mr. TOUTCHER.-Would you ask the
wood dealer to carry platform scales with
every hundredweight of wood?
COAL AND FIREWOOD SALE
Mr. BOYD.-A set of platform scales
REGULATION BILL.
costs a good deal of money. It would be
The debate on Mr. r"lcLeod's motion for quite impossible to carry such scales in deI
the second reading of this Bill was then re- livering a hundredweight of wood.
think that if what I have suggested were
sumed.
Mr. BOYD.--Another matter to which adopted it would meet the case, because
I desire to draw attention is the weighing the seller would then make himself respon~
of small quantities of wood. In the sible by issuing a weighing ticket from his
suburbs, the bulk of the wood is purchased own scales, and then it would be at the
by the hundredweight, and the machinery option of the police officer, or the inspector,
of the Bill is defective in this respect. or the purchaser himself, to see that the
When a hundredweight of wood is pur- wood is reweighed,either. on the same
chased by a customer, and if the Bill com- scales, or on some other scales. Honor~
pels the seller to put that wood over the able members know that there is a muniweighbridge, the lowest charge for the cipal officer whose duty it is to test all
weighbridge ticket is 4d., and there is these scales. Another suggestion was made
no doubt w hat~ver that the purchaser will with regard to coke. I do not know much
have to pay that 4d., in addition to the about the trade myself, but I think that
coke is mostly sold from the gasworks.
IS. that he pays for I cwt. of wood.
1'.1r. PRENDERGAST. - A great many
1'.1r. McLEoD.-It will not be necessary
The
to get a weighbridge ticket. Look at the people buy it from the wood-yards.
man who takes vou down in coal will take
definition clause.
Mr. BOYD.-It is the custom in the you down in colee as well.
Mr. BOYD.-Granted; but at the same
suburbs for a customer to buy a dozen
hundredweights' of wood, and to have time it should be necessary that the pur~
them weighed, and then the wood veyor of goods, whoever he may be, should
is delivered one hundredweight at a make himself responsible by giving a
time.
Does the Minister intend that weighing ticket from his own scales to the
the vehicle that carries that wood purchaser. I think that will be quite sufmust go back every time and" tare" before ficient. In conclusion, I should like to
each hundredweight is delivered? If that say that to my way of thinking this is by
is so, it is quite dear that the seller of no means a socialistic measure, nor is it
the wood cannot sell at the price at which anv interference whh freedom of contract.
he is selling the wood now, and the result It'is an insistence by the law that a conwill be that the customer will have to pay tract that has been entered into shall be
the cost of weighing. I think the House carried O'.1t.
does not desire that anything of that kind
~Ir. PRENDERGAST.-There is no freeshould be done. I should be in favour of dom in that.
accepting the suggestion of the leader of
~Ir. BOYD.-Yes the:-e is.
I have abthe Opposition that the words "police offi- solute freedom to enter into a contract
cer" should be included in the definition of with any seller of any article, and, having
an inspector, and then I would make it entered into the contract, the l\aw then
compulsory that the seller of the wood says-" You shall carrv out that contract."
should give a ticket, as provided in the That is what the la\~ has always said.
Bill, certifying that he had weighed the Therefore, there is no departure in this
wood over his own scales. Then if the Bill from the general principles which the
:Mr. BENT.--I will arrange to gIVe you
time for that.
1\1r. GAUNSON said then he would not
object to Government business being proceeded with.
Mr. LAWSON said he hoped he would
be given an opportunity during the evening of introducing his Women's Suffrage
Bill, and of having it read a first time.
Mr. BENT stated that before the House
adjourned the honorable member would be
able to move the first reading of his Bill.
The motion was agreed to.
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party on the Government side of the House
are supposed to represent, and which are
represented ably on this side.
Mr. KIRKWOOD.-I should like the
Minister of i'lIines to make it a little more
clear that the provisions of this Bill with
respect to the weighing of firewood do not
relate to firewood supplied for mining and
other engines. As the measure now stands,
it seems to me that it will include all firewood that is sold for any purpose whatsoever.
Mr. :McLEoD.-I intend to move an
amendment to make that matter clear.
Mr. KIRK'VOOD.-Mining companies
do not buy ,,'ood by the hundredweight,
but by the 100 tons, and we do not require a ticket with every load that is delivered on the mine.
?\Ir. 'VILKINS.-I am in entire accord
with this Bill, and I think it is a measure that is very much required. I know
that in se\'eral municipalities there are
wood dealers who supply small quantities
of wood to poor people, and that a system
has g:-own up of giving 100 lbs. instead of
II 2 lbs, when I cwt. is ordered. This Bill,
if it does nothing else, will remedy that state
of affairs. As regards the disposal of wood
in bags as is done at the present time in
the various cities and towns, I think it is a
very objectionable practIce, and' that this
Bill should not recognise the sale of ',"ood
when conducted in that way. The proper
way is to sell the wood at the wood-yard,
so as to give the fmyers an opportunity of
seeing what they are getting.
One or two
honorable members referred to the necessity of reducing the freight on firewood on
the railways in order to bring the wood'
to the centres of population at a cheaper
rate.
I should like to tell those honorable
members that there are hundreds or men
carting wood to Melbourne and suburbs today. and they are making a very poor living indeed-that to-day you can buy wood
at from 7d. to 8d. per cwt. by the load
the various markets of the metropolis.
I
do not think it is a good argument to sayi
that as this Bill is brought in it is necessary
to reduce the railway freight on firewood.
Of course, there is an argument that
suits some of my honorable friends on
this (the Opposition) side, who believe that
the railwavs should be run for the benefit
of the people, and I am very glad that
there are some 'honorable members who
are prepared to run the railways of the
State for the benefit of the community.
Mr. J.W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-And not
on business lines.
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Mr. WILKINS.-And not on business
lines.
I do' not intend to delay the passage of this Bill, because I am quite sure
it is one that will be hailed with ple,asure
by poor people in various districts of Victoria.
I hope the measure will not be
made to apply only to the metropolitan
area, as was done with the Meat Supervision Bill, but that it will apply to the
whole of Victoria, so that the pe,ople will
all receive the benefit of such legislation.
Mr. HARRIS.-In my opinion there has
been a crying want for a Bill of this character for a number of years, and I think
the Government are adding another feather
to their cap by the introduction of the present measure.
I am satisfied that honest
wood and coal merchants, of whorr.' there
are plenty in Melbourne and suburbs, have
suffered very severely through the shortweight practices of dishonest sellers.
The
leader of the Opposition made a suggestion
in connexion with the Bill which I think
should receive favorable consideration in
Committee, and that was that in the event
of any wood and coal seller being proved
to have been guilty of dishonest practices
by giving short weight, he should, after
two convictions or so, have his licence forfeited, and be prevented from selling firewood and coal in this State in the future.
The honorable member for the Ra,ilways
Service (Mr. Hannah) referred to the question of Socialism in connexion with the introduction of this Bill. Well, Mr. Speak~r,
if Socialism means simply providing that
people are to get what they pay for, then
I am a Socialist to the backbone. The honorable member for the Public Officers right.
fullv stated that rr.'any selectors in Gippsland and elsewhere are debarred from
sending firewood to Melbourne, owing to
the heavv freight charged by the railways.
Mr. WILKINs.-One penny per ton per
mile.
Mr. HARRIS.-Whatever it is, it is too
much, and I am satisfied that the honorable
member was speaking on the right lines
when he said that something should be done
by the Minister of Railwavs to bring the
matter before the Commissioners, in order
to see if some reduction cannot be made in
the freight on firewood. It is not correct to
say that no good firewood exists in close
proximity to the railway stations in Gippsland, because I am quite satisfied that good
firewood ,does exist there, but the heavy
freight prevents it from being sent to Melbourne and suburbs for the benefit of consumers. There are several little amendments which I think might be made in the
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Bill, but I believe that when the measure is
Mr. WATT .-Ko. Don't ear-mark him.
finally passed, it will prove a boon and a
"Jlr. vVARDE.-In other parts of the
blessing to the people.
world where the adulteration laws are car:\Ir. J. CA:\iERON (Gippsland East).-I ried out in a stringent manner in the indesire to support this Bill. ·Week after week, terests of the public, and not in the
on my way to Melbourne, I travel through intprests of the dishonest trader, placards
splendid belts of firewood, and I want to see are put in shop. windows when a man is
the railways of this country run on com- ~onvicted in order to show the public that
mercial lines. We all know the difference he is a dishonest trader, and that he needs
between good and bad firewood, but I have to be watched when they are dealing with
no hesitation in saying that the firewood in him.
?\Ir. WATT.-It is wrong. any way.
Gippsland to which I refer is excellent. . I
"Mr. \VARDE.-Some honorable memfeel that it has been a disgrace to the Commissioners and to the railway management of bers are evidently under the impression
this country that empty trucks are ever al- that this is an innovation, but I believe that
Imve'd to come back from the country when even in this community the same practice is
there is plenty of firewood that could be in existence to-day in connexion with the
brought into Melbourne every week.
Ar- Licensing Act. Perhaps honorable members
rangements might easily be made to stack are not aware that if a publican is caug,ht
the wood alongside the line and load up tampering with the quality of the liquor in
the trucks returning to Melbourne wheneve'r his establishment he may have a notice
space is available. I think that should be posted in his bar, so that his customers may
done in the interests of the railways them- know that he has been proved to be guilty
selves, as well as in the interests of the of dishonesty.
community. The railways cannot be said
Mr. WATT.-The Minister of Lands says
to be run on commercial lines unless full that it would be rough on Tom Mann if that
trucks come back from the countrv whe!1- were done.
ever it is possible.
:\:[r. WARDE.-We are not here to proMr. WARDE.-While I am thoroughly tect the dishonest trader. We are here to
in accord with the object of this Bill, legislate for the protection of persons who,
I consider that it hardly goes far enough. to a very large extent, are unable to proThe great difficulty, of course, is to get at tect themselves. We know, of course, that
those people who are guilty of dishonest there are hundreds of honest traders in
practices. We all know that it is almost "Melbourne and suburbs, but when a disimpossible to have an inspector or a police- honest man comes into the market a.nd palms
man in every wood merchant's yard or at the off on the· public an article of a different
home of every customer. Therefore., I am quality or weight from what is represented,
very much afraid that this measure, in its he is guilty to all intents and purposes of
operation, will be found to resemble the theft. If a man is guilty of ordinary theft
adulteration laws that. are in existence to- the courts think nothing of sending him
dav. It seems most remarkable that whilst to gaol for a month or three months for a
G~vernment inspectors can go from place to comparatively trifling offence. In my opinion
place throughout the city and suburbs and the very fact that a dishonest trader is
disc6ver adulterated articles everywhere, liable to have his offence placarded on his
the municipal officers fail entirely to carry . own premises will be a great deterrent. That
out their part of the work, showing how proposal is not novel, and if we are sindifficult it is to get at the persons who are cere in our desire to put an end to the robcarrying on that illicit trade. 1\1 y own be- bery of the public that is now going on, it
lief is that if further punishment than is will require stringent measures to bring it
provided in the Bill were brought into ex- about.
istence, it would have a most deterrent in. The motion was agreed to.
fluence, and would, in fact, be better than
The Bill was. then read a second time,
an army of inspectors. I would suggest
and
committed.
that, upon the conviction of any person for
On
clause 2 (Interpretation),
a breach of the Act, a placard should be
Mr. McLEOD drew attention to the deput upon his premises, informing, the public that he has been guilty of such and such finition of "inspector," which was as folan offence, and that that placard should re- lo\\'s:main there for a period of at least one
" Inspector" mean:; inspector of weights and
month.
nH:asure.;; appointed pursuant to the PrinCIpal Act..

Coul and Ji'il'e'Woocl

Sale Regulation Bill.

~.rr. 'YATT obsen'ed that thi~ amendment was one way of obviating the necessity of altering the title qf the Bill, but
surel y no one could claim that all these
That the following words be added :-" Or any things came within the definition of "coal."
inspector appointed by any municip_ality, or any Charcoal was a product of wood, and was
not associated with coal at all. Some care
pel ice constable."
.,hould be taken to see that when enact~Ir. WATT remarked that if every police
ments were placed on the statute-book they
constable was to be an inspector under the
could not be cavilled at by grammarians.
Act, the effect would be that under clause
~.r:'. PRENDERGAST said it was very
5 he would be entitled at all reasonable
frequently stated in Acts of Parliament----=times to enter any building or place in
"For the purposes of this Act, so-and-so
which cOllI or firewood was sold.
The
shall be the meaning of such and such
clause continuedwords." That was all that was done in this
And may stop !lny vehicle carrying coal or instance. The definition was a reasonable
firewood for sale or for delivery to a purchaser, one, and made the Bill clear in its operannd may test any weights and weighing mstruments or measures found in any such place or tion.
Mr. GAUNSON stated that in reading
vehicle, and may weigh or measure any load,
srlck, or other less quantity of coal or firewoo,J the report of the Public Service Commissold or oJIered for sale by weight or measure sioner for the year 1902, he found under the
found in a:1Y such vehicle, 'or which is in course
head of " Examinations" the following reof delinry to any purchaser.
marks with respect to the examinations for
N ow, the police constable might be quite the higher classes in the serviceincompetent to do this weighing. The
I have endeavoured to make the examination
testing of weights under the \Yeights and a test of, first, the officer's ability to express himMeasures Act was closely safeguarded. self clearly and precisely, r~nd to understand the
Anyone who knew anything about weigh- meaning of such somewhat formal and ;)1\"01\ ed
bridges or the testing of standard weights English as occurs in Act~ of Parliament.
Mr. WATT.-Verv true.
knew that there was, perhaps, only one
Mr. GAUNSO~' said that here was an
man in one thousand who was competent
authority on the English language, "as she
to do the work.
is both spoke and wrote." This gen~Ir. ~IcLEoD.-When we come to clause
tleman said he wanted all the offi5 we can put that right.
a
Mr. VV ATT said the Committee should cers to understand - Lord, what
thing
that
was!
the
meaning
"
of
not give a police constable powers which
he would not be able to· discharge. He such somewhat formal and invohed Engknew that the City Council of Melbourne, lish as occurs in Acts of Parliament."
and several other municipalities, had The honorable member did not want any
highly qualified officers who did the test- more involved English. He rose to point
ing for them, but there was probably not out that one of the greatest authorities proone policeman in a hundred thousand who ,tested against the loose use of the King's
could do this work unless he was specially English. There \"as a good deal in the
statement that charcoal was neither wood
trained for it.
nor
coal.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. COLECHIN said he was pleased
~Jr. :McLEOD called attention to the
to hear that the Minister was going to in'definition of "weighing instrument," which
clude coke and charcoal. Some memLers
was as follows:might not be aware that in the suburbs
"vVeighing instrument" includes scales ";ith the inspectors had often found what was
the weights belonging thereto, ~cale beams, balknown as " jigger loads," which were loads
ances, spring balances, steelyards, weighing maof wood packed up but hollow in the
chine s, and other instruments for weighing,
middle. When the wood had been purand movedchased and paid for the seller said the
That after the word "machines" the word horse would not stand up, and the wood was
" weighbridges" be inserted.
pitched into the gutter, whilst the purchaser
found that he had got only half or quarter
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. McLEOD proposed the addition to of the quantity that he had paid for. Perhaps honorable members were not a ware
the clause of the following definition" Coal" shall include all descriptions of coal, that in Germany if brewers were discharcoal, and coke.
covered selling bad beer the heads of the

He said that many municipalities did not
have an inspector of weights and measures, and it was necessary to extend the
definition. He begged to move-
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casks were knocked in and the beer was run
into the gutter. In England, when scales
were found to be incorrect, the inspectors
took them out jn the street and smashed
them up with a hammer. This Bill ought to
have been passed years ago. There was a
Bill 'now before Parliament which proposed to compel people to brand on their
bags the kind of chaff contained in them.
It would not be out of place to compel
men who sold wood to place the weight on
the bag. He had seen men taking scales
round in their cart prepared to weigh out
small quantities of wObd, so that the pur·
chasers could see the wood weighed. It
would be to the advantage of honest traders
to compel those who had not been honest
in the past to give proper weight.
1\1r. BEARD remarked that he was surprised at the honorable member for Essen·
don trying to draw such a fine distinction
yith regard to the word "charcoal." If
the honorable member were anxious that
the terms s'hould be correct., he should object
to the word "coal" being in the Bill at
all. Coal was practically nothing but
ancient wood. There was nothing in the
honorable member's robjection. Charcoal·
came under the head of coal, and coal and
wood were the same thing, only of different
ages.
]\1r. BOYD said the suggest.ion that the
weight of the wood should be branded on
the bag carried from the woodyard was a
8tupid ODe. The bag might be carried
backwards and forwards half-a-dozen time':>
a day. It was hardly worth while wasting
the time of the Committee in talking about
smashing up 3cales.
:'\1r. WATT said he would suggest to the
Minister, to get over the difficulty, that
words should be put in stating that coal
should be deemed to include coke, and firewood to include charcoal.
Mr. ANSTEY said that, according to
Webster's dictionary, charcoal was wood
completely charred, extinguished, or still ignited, and coal was mineralized vegetable matter that would burn. Why did
not the honorable member for Essendon
object to the definition of coai in the Bill?
lV[r. BENT said this Bili had taken a
considerable time to prepare, and that the
Government had received deputations from
the wood sellers, who had the measure submitted to them, and expressed approval of
it. The Government also had the assistance of the honorable member for Prahran,
who first of all took up this matter, and
he understood from the honorable member
that the Bill was water-tight, if he might
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use that term. The men engaged in the
trade had the Bill before them, .and had
expressed themselves quite content with
it.
:Mr. TOUTcHER.-Would you submit it to
the people to see what they have to say?
Mr. BENT said the Government would
withdraw the Bill if honorable members
desired.
Mr. ANSTEY.-It is your own supporters
'~'ho are objecting to it, and not the Opposi~
tl0n.
Mr. BENT said that when he heard
the declara60n that it was one of the best
Bills ever brought in, he thought that was
sufficient to carrv h.
The amendme~t was agreed to.
The clause, as amended, was agreed to.
Discussion took place on clause 3, which
was as follows :-(I) Fire~vood shal.l be so In. by weight except
wh~n sold m ~ quantity exceedmg 10 cubic feet, in
whIch event It may be sold either by weight or
by measure; but m all cases where firewood is
sold by measure it shall be clearly stated on a
delivery ticket, to be handed to the purchaser
tha.t the sale is made by measure and not by
weIght.
(2) The term "ton" wherever in any instrument used with reference to firewood sold by
llieasure, shall mean 40 cubic feet, unless the
contrary is clearly stated in a delivery ticket
handed to the purchaser.
(3) Firewood, when sold 'by weight, and cO:l.l
shall be sold only in one or more tons, hundredweights, or quarters, or all or any of them.
(4) Where any quantity of coal or firewood
sold by weight. is conveyed for delivery or sale
in a vehicle other than a railway truck, the
seller of the coal or firewood shall, unless the
vehicle is provided by the purchaser, cause the
weight of the vehicle as well as of the coal
contained therein, to be previously ascertained
by a weighing instrument being on or near to the
place from which the coal or firewood is brought,
and shall from time to time cause the tare weight
of the vehicle to be marked thereon.
(5) In any such case the seller of the coal or
firewood shall insert, or cause to be inserted,
i~ a weigh ticket or note, to be given by him to
tht: purchaser, a statement of the correct weight
of the vehicle or of the vehicle and of the animal drawing it where both are· weighed, together
with the load, as well as of the correct weight of
the coal or firewood contained in the vehicle.
(6) If any person is guilty of any contravention of this section, or if the person in charge of
any vehicle makes any false statement, or does
any act by which the seller or purchaser of any
coal or wood therein is defrauded, he shall, on
conviction, be liable to a penalty not exceeding
Five pounds.

Mr. McLEOD said he proposed to insert
an amendment suggested by the honorable
member for Gippsland North. He wished
to insert certain words in the last line of
sub-clause (I).
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~Ir. WATT.-I said so.
Mr. WATT said he had an amendment
:Mr. MACKINNON said that the honthat would come before the amendment the
Minister of Mines desired to propose. He orable member should show why it was desirable to raise the amollnt to half a ton.
begged to moveWhilst protecting
the consumer, these merThat" IO" in sub-clause (I) be omitted, with
'-'
the view of inserting" 20."
chants were protecting themselves, as honest
traders, and they were the people who
The object of the Bill was that firewood moved in this matter. There had been at
should be sold by weight on scales or weigh- least two deputations to Ministers on the
bridges up to a quarter of a ton. He thought subject..
it should be made half a ton. The honorMr. GAUNSON remarked that the honable member for Geelong had referred to Ol'able member for Stawell had interjected
"jigger loads," or loads packed with all that the Bill should be referred to the
the. external appearance of. giving a certain people. He wished to point out that it was
CUbIC ~easureme~t, and whIch were brought an undoubted historic constitutional fact that
round In the clOSIng hours of the day, when members sitting in Parliament assembled
the seller tried his best to :persuade people . were the people. Members should not bethat the load was of a certaIn measurement. little their institutions. He came back to
He thought that weighing should be com- the old constitutional standard that on cerpulsory.according to the tests imposed under tain subjects he accepted the doctrine of
the WeIghts and Measures Act on parcels Ministerial responsibility. The Ministry
of wood up to half a ton. The honorab~e had thought this matter out in Cabinet, and
member for Prahran. had stated that thIS he ;"vas informed that they had seriously
measure was substantIally the result of an debated whether it should be half or quarter
agre.ement between the members of the of a ton. He hoped, therefore, that the
trade, and that it harnessed the IT.embers of honorable member for Essendon would not
the t~ade.
.
.
push his proposal.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was in
Mr. WILKINS.-It IS for the protectIOn
of honest traders.
favour of the clause, which provided that
Mr. WATT.-~recisely. The Bill might parcels of wood .exceeding 10 cubi.c fe~t
be passed J and mIght stIll not be the best in measurement mIght be sold by weIght If
Bill that could be framed. It was largely the customer desired it. The firewood merin the interest of the consumer, but it had chant had not the right to decide whether
not been submitted to the consumer, or those it should be sold by weight or measurewho represented him, until it came before ment. Sometimes it was more profitable
this House.
to buy by weight than measurement, and in
Mr. McLEOD said he was unable to ac- other cases it was more profitable to buy
cept the amendment, as the amount men- by measurement.
_
tioned in the Bill was deliberately arrived
Mr. McCUTCHEON said he differed
at.
from the leader of the Opposition as to the
Mr. MACKINNON observed that he re: meaning of the sub-clause. It was not the
membered the history of this matter. The customer who had the option as to whether
Bill was originally taken up by the honor- it should be sold by weight or measurement,
able member for Lowan. He thought it but the seller.
was drafted about two years ago. This parl\lr. MACKINNON.-You cannot force a
ticular question of the weight was one of man to buy against 'his will.
the things that the firewood merchants
IHr. ~JcCUTCHEON said that it was
fought very 'hard for amongst themselves, within the power of the seller, and not the
some wanting it to be half a ton, and others buyer, to dictate which way the wood should
quarter of a ton. Those in favour of the be sold.
half-ton came' to the conclusion that
:\lr_ BOYD remarked that the honorable
it was the better measurement for member for Prahran 'had stated that the
all
parfies concerned, and eventually Bill was originally requested by the trade.
the merchants
agreed
amicably,
in It certainly appeared to him that the
view of all the circumstances of the claust provided a loop-hole to defeat the
trade, that 10 cubic feet, as provided in intention of the rl1easure. It was not quite
the clause, was a fair thing. If the honor-' clear that it was optional for the purchaser
able member for Essendon wished to make to get the wood by weight or measurement.
out that for the protection of the public it
~lr. ~rcLEoD.-It is perfectly clear that
was desirable to increase the amount, he the purchaser may take by weight or measurement parcels over 10 'cubic feet.
should plainly say so.
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Mr. BOYD said that if the amount were
The CHAIRMAN.-The honorable genincreased to half a ton it would suit the tleman must accept that explanation.
Those
Mr. McLEOD said that he accepted the
trade and the purchaser as well.
who purchased in parcels of more than half explanation. He did not feel inclined to
a ton were not, as a rule, poor people.
make another long disquisition as to whether
~[r. :McCUTCHEON said that if it were the quantity should be 20 cubic feet or 10
desired to make it perfectly clear that the cubic feet. The provision in the Bill was
purchaser should have the option, the words that a small quantity, not exceeding 10 cubic
"at the option of the purchaser" should feet,) should be sold by weight j but that when
be inserted.
' the quantity was over 10 cubic feet, the pur~Ir. WATT said ,he did not know chaser could exercise an option as to whether
whtther the Minister proposed to carry it was to be weight or measure.
th:! Bill through as it stood because
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that the
111 agreement ,had been arrived at be- honorable membeir for St. Kilda had sughreen himself and a deputation represent- gested that it should always be at the option
The amendments al- of the purchaser, and he thought the :Minising the trade.
ready made in the definition clause were ter could have no objection to including the
made, he believed, outside that arrange- words which the honorable member for St.
ment. The Minister could not say that, be- Kilda suggested.
cause an outside contract was entered into
Mr. WATT said that if the Minister
between the trade and the Government, the would make that clear in the Bill, it would
Bill was not to be amended j but the :Min- be a great boon to the purchaser.
Mr. McLEOD stated that the buyer could
ister appeared to be taking up that position. His contention, in which the honor- decide whether it should be by weight or
able member for Prahran did not apparently measure. The buyers were not children.
follow him, was that it would be a better
Mr. WATT said that he would like to
protection to the consumer to have compul- know whether the honorable member for St.
sor)' weighing for amounts up to half a ton. Kilda would move an amendment to provide
The honorable member for the Railways Set· that it should be at the option of the purvice stated that it was the rarest thing for chaser?
wood to be sold bv measurement. He (Mr.
Mr. MACKEY observed that if the Bill
Watt) knew that that was correct, for in his remained as it was at present, and if the
business he was brought into contact with purchaser ordered a ton of wood by weight,
sellers of wood. It was verv seldom that and he got a ton by measure, it would Dot
wood was sold by measurement, except in be a fulfilment of the contract any more
wholesale lorrv loads. He contended that it than if he ordered a ton of wood by measure
was better for'the consumer to have a stand- and got a ton by weight.
ard adopted that was less variable than the
Mr. BOYD.-Supposing he merely orders
measurement standard. He would call for a ton of wood?
a division on his amendment.
Mr. MACKEY said that the amendment
Mr. McLEOD stated that he objected to then would not meet the case.
having words put in his mouth by the honorMr. McCUTCHEON stat'ed that he did
able member for Essendon. The words the not agree with the Ministe'r who had just
honorable member said he used he never spoken, and he would move that the words
USEd at all. He never referred to a depu- "at the option of the purchaser" be intation, nor did he sav that he was tied serted.
down to any deputation- or to any Bill.
The CHAIRMAN.-The' honorable memMr. 'WATT .-1 never said you did.
ber for Essendon must first withdraw his
Mr. McLEOD said the honorable mem- amendment.
ber did.
Mr. WATT.-I withdraw my amendment.
:Mr. McLEOD remarked that the Bill
Mr. W· ATT said that he ros.e to a point of
order.
When an honorable member said provided that "in all cases where firewood
that he did not make a certain statement is sold by measure it shall be clearly stated
the honorable gentleman was in honour on a deliverv ticket, to be handed to the
bound to accept that assurance, according purchaser, that the sale is made by measure
to parliamentary usage.
He (Mr. ·Watt) and not by weight." He' proposed to add
did not sa v that the ::\Iinister was tied down after that the words "it the time of deConsequently there could be no
to a certain deputation, but that if he was livery."
misunderstanding.
tied down the Committee should know it.
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NIr. GAUNSON stated that if they were
to be hypercritical over this measure, he
would point out that the proper language
was not used.
The word "purchased"
. should be used instead of "sold." They
.should use, as NIr. Topp had remarked,
Dot involved English, but the proper techni.cal phrases. The law knew no such. thing
as "goods sold." It knew of " goods bargained and sold," and "goods sold and
delivered." Honorable members had heard
of constituents being sold by their members.
Mr. COLEcHIN.--The Public Officers, for
instance.
1\1r. GAUNSON. - No, sir.
He w[.~.
gla'd that interjection had been made. i\Iight
he be allowed to state w'hat he did say to
his people? He said to them that he
thought it would be necessary to have a
:special chair made for himself, and that if
Mr. Bent did ill it were well to oppose him,
and that if he did well it were ill to oppose
him. That was received with great cheers
and enthusiasm.
The CHAIRMAN.-Has this anything
to do with the amendment?
Mr. GA UNSON said that he was coming
back to the word "sold." The honorable
member for Geelong knew all about selling
his constituency. "Purchased" was thE'! propel expression.- If that were adopted, honorable members would see how naturally the
amendment of the honorable member for St.
Kilda would follow.
Mr. COLECHIN said that he would ask
the honorable member who had just sat
c1 )wn, and who 'had professed so much intelligence, to withdraw a statement he had
made.
The CHAIRMAN.-Do I understand the
honorable member to rise to a point of
order?
Mr. COLE CHIN said that the honorable
member for the Public Officers or the Public Servants stated that he (Mr. Colechin)
knew how to sell 'his constituents.
The CHAIRMAN.-The honorable member must refer to another honorable member
by his proper title.
Mr. COLECHIN said that the honorable
member for the Public Officers made the
statement that he (Mr. Colechin) knew how
to seH his constituents.
1\1r. GAuNsoN.-With great respect, I said
that he knows all about selling his constituents.
Mr. COLECHIN said he would ask that
the expression be withdrawn.
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The CHAIRNIAN.-I will ask the h011or able member to withdraw that.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-With the greatest pleasure.
He does not know how to sell his
constituents; .he has to learn about that .
The CHAIRMAN.-I ask that that
statement be withdrawn.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Certainly.
Anything that was in accordance with parliamentary usage, he would adopt at all
times. He (Mr. Gaunson) had not hidden
other honorable members' hats, or played
tricks of that kind.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Worse tricks. Listen to
this modern Daniel.
Mr. GAUNSON said that he did not
hear the remark of the honorable member
for Brunswick.
Mr. ANsTEY.-Has this anything to do
with the Bill?
Mr. GAUNSON said that he thought it
was some pleasant reflection that he might
take notice of. The clause provided that
"Firewood shall be sold by weight." That
was specific, that was .ITlanqatory--or, as
some honorable members said, man-da.\:tory.
Mr. ANSTEY.-He must get in his dirt.
I t is natural to him.
He was born dirty.
The CHAIRMAN.-That is an expression which must be withdrawn.
I have
Mr. ANSTEY.-I withdraw it.
said it.
The CHAIRMAN. - The honorable
member must withdraw it.
Mr. ANSTEY.-I withdraw it again.
Mr. "GAUNSON said that it was a great
pity the honorable merriber for Brunswick
was called on to withdraw anything. "Firewood shall be sold by weight."
That
was a specific statement.
Then came the
exception-Ie except when sold in a quantity exceeding 10 cubic feet, in which
event it may be sold either by weight or
by measure."
He would suggest that the
proper words were "in which event it may
be purchased."
He would throw out that
suggestion to the Minister, and hoped it
would be accepted in the good faith in
which it was offered.
Mr. Watt's amendment was withdrawn.
Mr. McCUTCHEON remarked that he
was willing, if the words suggested by the
honorable merr.ber for the Public Service
would meet the case, to adopt them instead
of the words whi~h he (Mr. McCutcheon)
had suggested. It appeared that the Minister of Mines had some objection to the
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words he had suggested. There appeared
to be nothing contradictory in them, however, and he begged to moveThat the words "at the option of the purchaser" be inserted after the word "measure."

Mr. McLEOD.-I will accept that amendment.
:Mr.
McCutcheon's amendment was
agreed to.
Mr. McLEOD movedLThat the following words be added to subclause (I) :-" at the time of delivery."

He said that that would provide that the
seller should hand the ticket to the purchaser at the time of the delivery.
The arr.endment was agreed to.
Mr. WATT remarked that he understood the honorable membeJ for Gippsland
North desired to move an amendment that
a ticket should be given whether the sale
was by weight or measure.
Mr. KEOGH said that he thought it
would be better that a ticket should be
given at the time of delivery, whether the
firewood was sold by weight or measure.
Mr. McLEOD said' that after the Bill
had gone through Committee he would
postpone the adoption of the report until
next week, so that he rr.ight consider what
effect these amendments would have, and
what further amendments would be necessary in order to make the provisions clear.
It was irr.possible, with honorable members moving amendment after arr,endment,
to see what the effect was. With regard to
the point just raised by the honorable member for Gippsland North, he thought it was
a very deserving point for consideration,
but it was impossible to deal with all these
points to-night, as it practically meant re-'
drafting the clauses.
Mr. BOYD stated that there was another suggestion which he would like the
Minister to consider.
Some provision
ought to be made that where wood was
sold by measure, it should be closely and
properly stacked, s.o as to avoid what the
honorable member for Geelong called " jigger loads," and wha~ he (Mr. Boyd) described as a hollow square. These kinds of
loads were frequently brought into the city
late at night, and were sold to people who
were unable to see what they were buying.
Mr. THOMSON remarked that he believed this Bill would apply t.o country
towns as well as to the city.
In most
country towns firewood was not bought by
weight, but my measurement, and it would
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put people to a certain amount of trouble
if they had to supply tiokets with the
wood in country towns.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-There is no
trouble in making out a ticket.
1\1r. THOMSON said that he agreed
with the honorable member for Melbourne
that it was very necessary that the sellers
should be made to stack the wood prope.rly,
because there was no doubt there was a
certain amount of bad stacking in connexion with wood loading. He entirely
objected to a number of remarks that had
been made in rega.rd to the wood carters.
I t had been stated that their licences
should be taken from them if they were
convicted twice. With regard to the wood
carters in the country districts, he knew
that the greater number were respectable
men, who would do nothing crooked or
mean. He knew men who would always
take the carters' word when wood was delivered, and the carters took particular care
to supply wood according to requirements.
Another thing he would like to see provided
for in this Bill was that a person got the
sort of wood he believed he was purchasing.
In many cases householders were not aware
of the best kinds of wood to burn, and inferior wood was sometimes passed off upon
them as really good burning wood, when
in fact, it was not fit to put on a fire.
'
Mr. BENT-What about bull-oak?
1\1r. THOMSON said that it would take
a very cute and able wood carter to get any
points from the Premier, and that honorable
gentleman was not the kind of householder
he wished to protect. He (Mr. Thomson)
would like to see a clause added to provide
that the customer would get the wood he
ordered.
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that
the suggested amendment was provided for
in another part of the Bill.
Mr. OUTTRIM stated tl:at the Minister
of Mines had promised tOo int1:oQuce an
amendment to protect mining companies -in
connexion with the purchase and the
carriage of wood.
Mr. McLEOD said that in order to meet
the case of mining companies, he intended
to propose that sub-clause (2) be amended
to read as follows:(2) The term" ton" wherever used with reference to firewood sold by measure, shall mean 40
cubic feet, unless by special agreement to the
contrary between the seller and the purchaser.

Mining companies~ when they let a contract for wood, could specify how many
feet went to the ton.
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Mr. OUTTRIM observed that he was
well aware that the Minister would do
everything he could to see that fair play
was meted out to die mining companies.
The Railw~y Department at present carried
50 cubic feet to the ton J and contractors
supplied 50 c1..lbic feet to the ton. Would the
Railway Department, under this Bill, demand that 40 cubic feet should hereafter be
considered a ton of firewood? If they did,
mining companies would have to pay about
25 per cent. more for their wood, and 25
per cent. more for tl:eir carriage. He was
not going to make any suggestion to the
Minister, !but ne wanteu to see that in passing this Bill, which was a most estimable
measure, no mistake was made in connexion
with this 40 cubic feet. How was it that
in this Bill it was provided that 40 feet
was to be a ton in the metropolis, whilst
50 feet was considered a ton in the country
districts? Some mining compa:nies used
from 1,000 to 1,200 tons of firewood in a
fortnight, and honorable members could
easily understand that such companies
might be considerably affected.
Mr. ~:[CLEOD remarked that this Bill
was to regulate the sale, not the carriage,
of firewood. Consequently, providing for
40 feet to the ton would not affect the
carriage. He would remind the honorable
member that in every contract it could ,be
provided whether 40 feet or 50 feet were
to go to the ton.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-But we cannot compel
tee Railway Department.
Mr. McLEO D said that this Bill dealt
only with the sale. He had looked into that
matter, and had ascertained that this would
not touch the question of delivery at all.
l\:lr. OUTTRIM.-As long as you are satisfied, I am satisfied.
Mr. McLEOD said that in oraer to make
sub-clause (2) read as he proposed, it would
be first necessary to strike out the words
"in any instrument." He begged to
rnoveThat the words "in any instrument" jn subclause (2) be omitted.
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it\ sub-clause (2) be omitted, and the words" by
special agreement to the contrary between the
seller and the purchaser" be inserted.

The amendment \vas agreed to.
Mr. McLEOD called attention to
clause (3), which was as follows:-

sub~

(3) Firewood, when sold by weight, and coal
shall be sold only in one or more tons, hundredweights, or all or any of them.

He had intended to moveThat the sub-clause be amended to read as follows ;-" (3) Firewood, when sold by weight, :mcl
coal shall be sold only in one or more tons, hundredweights, or quarters, or all or some of them.
eHept as hereinafter provided."

Mr.
MACKINNON
expressed the
opinion that the words "except as hereinafter provided" were hardly correct as
used in this instance.
1\11. l\lCLEOD.-We provide in sub-clause
(6) for selling smaller quantities.
M1'. MACKINNON said he thought
that the words should be "except as may
be provided by regulatIon, " otherwise it
was difficult to make out what the words
referred to.
Mr. McLEoD.-Clause 6 provides for
regulations being made under the Act.
Mr. "WATT stated that it appeared they
had gone into a symposium without leaving
Committee. Surely they should adjourn
the consideration of tliis matter until after
the third reading. That would be the time
to adjust any peculiarity or idiosyncrasy in
the Bill.
Mr. McLEOD flemarked that all honorable members were perhaps not gifted with
the orescience and the wisdom of the
honorable member for Essendon. He was
quite willing to accept any amendment sug-'
gested by a competent authority in regard
to the Bill, and therefore he had accepted
the suggestion of the honorable me'mber for
Prahran. He therefore begged to moveThat the sub-clause be amended to read as follows ;-" (3) Firewood, when sold by weight, and
coal shall be sold only in one or more tons,
hundredweights, or quarters, or all or some of
them, except as may be provided by regulation
made uncler the provisi0ns 0f thi':i secti'ln."

Mr. MACKINNON stated that the word
" instrument" there meant an instrument in
writing, and had nothing to do with weighing. The re.tention of those words in the
clause would seem to exclude the case of a
sale by the ton where it was a verbal sale.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. McLEOD moved-

The amendment ,,'as agreed to.
Mr. VV A TT expressed the opinion rhat
they should not require the weighbridge to
be used for less than 5 cwt., because a
charge of 4d. was made for each weighing.
He begged to move-

That the words" the contrary is clearly stated
in a delivery ticket handed to the purchaser"

(4) (line I), the words "over 5 cwt. IS" be tn-

That after the word "fireV\<ood" in sub-clause
serted.
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Mr. :McLEOD said he would accept the defraud either the seller or the purchaser thereor gives a weigh ticket or note for any vehicle
amendment if altered to read as follows : - of,
0;: any co.al or firewood\ without having pre" Exceeding 5 cwt. is sold by weight ::I.lld.»

He reserved to himself the right to alter
the amendment on the third reading.
Mr. WATT said he would alter his
amendment accordingly.
Mr. MACKINNON remarked that it
would be very hard to compel the weighing
of s~all quantities, but he was not quite
certam that the amendment would not open
the door to fraud.
Mr ¥l ATT.-The price will be put up a
penny per hundredweight if the amendment
IS not passed.
The amendment, as amended, was agreed
to.
Mr. BOYD said he desired to have the
~la use amended in such a way as to render
It unnecessary to weigh separately for each
of several customers whose coal or firewood
was on the same vehicle. That could be
accomplished by inserting ~he words" where
the whole load is sold to a single purchaser." Coal was loaded from a railwav
siding ~r a ship's side in bags. Each bag
was weIghed. Suppose a dealer had four
tons of coal on a two-horse dray, one ton
for each of four customers. When he had
deli vered the first ton he would have to
weigh again to enable him to deliver a
weighbridge ticket t'O the second purchaser,
and so on, four times in all. He had to
pay 6d. each weighing. It would be sufficient
to make it compulsory that the seller should
guarantee the weights, in such cases as he
had mentioned, and be liable to all
the penalties of this measure. Otherwise
th.ey would create a difficulty and interfere
WIth men who wanted to do an honest business. It should only be compulsorv to give
a weighbridge ticke~ where the whole load
was sold to one purchaser.
Mr. McLEOD said he had made a note
of the amendment, and would consider it.
The clause was consequentially amended
and agreed to.
'
Discussion took place on clause 4, which
was as follows:(I) Any se \ler or purchaser of coal or firewo?d, or any person in charge of a vehicle in
whIch coal or firewood is carried, or any inspector mar require that any coal or firewood,
or any vehIcle used for the carriaae of coal or
firewood in bulk, be weighed or ~eweighed by
any sufficient weighing instrument.
(2) If t~e keeper of any weighing instrument
refus,es, WIthout .reasonable excuse, to weigh or
reweIgh any vehIcle, or coal, or firewood, or if
the keeper of any weighing instrument so weighs
~,ny vehicle, or coal, or firewuod, as wilfully to

vlOusly weIghed the same, h~ shall, on convic'tion, be liable to a penalty not exceeding Twenty
pounds.

Mr.

~1cLEOD

moved-

That after the first wmd of sub-clause (2) the
words "any seller of coal or firewood or any
person in charge of a vehicle In whid: coal or
firewood is carried, or if" be inserted.

Mr. MACKINNON said he did not think
the amendment was absolutely essential for
the successful working of this measure. It
would certainly bring up the vendor of firewood with a very sharp turn, as, it made
him liable to a penalty not exceeding £20.
That was a great deal stronger than the
sellers expected. If a seller refused without reasonable excuse to reweigh his
vehicle he was to be liable to that penalty.
It would certainly tend to keep the firewood dealers up to the collar.
Mr. McLEOD said the amendment was
necessary in order to provide a penalty if
the seller refused to reweicrh his vehicle
or load.
.b
Mr. WATT expressed the opinion tha~
they ~e:e going rather fast. The penalty
Under this provision a
was ndlculous.
police c?nstable could order all the drays
and lornes used for the carriage of coal or
firewood on to the weighbridges at his own
sweet will and pleasure.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-He would lose his
situation if he did that.
Mr. WATT said they ought not to put
such enormous powers in the hands of police
constables, any of whom might have a down
on a particular trader. For the last year
or two very little money had been made by
the men in the wholesale firewood trade
owing to bad times and long credits.
'
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-They have declared
in favour of this Bill.
l\fr. WATT said those who were members
of the Firewood Dealers' Association had
declared in favour of the Bill, but a large
number of t\1e trade were still outside the
Association, and always would be. The
clause as it stood was outrageous, especially
sub-clause (I).
.
Mr. WARDE remarked that although it
would be possible for a policeman to harass
the sellers of firewood in the way the honorable member for Essendon suggested, it was
hardly to be assumed that any constable
was likely to do so. That would not be the
way to ger a stripe on his arm. A police
constable would not think of exercising his
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legal powers without reason. The penalty the Tramway Company that they" shall
"not exceeding £20," was reasonable. A charge I d. from. the St. Kilda station to the
man might be convicted of a fifth offence, end of the tramway that is in existence down
and the Court should have power tt> punish to the Village Belle Hotel. I have that in
him accordingly, if he thus deliberately de- writing, and a cop~' will be presented to
the House. It is understood that each pasfied the law.
Mr. BENT said he thought it would be senger will pay Id. from the Village Belle
advisable for him to see the representatives to the St. Kilda railway station, and then
of the Firewood Dealers' Associat~n with his train fare. We ,intend to issue coupons,
regard to this matter, and he therefore so as to enable lIS to give and take in that
manner, and we will get traction all the
begged to moveway to the Village Belle, so that it win be
That progress be reported.
onl v neces·~arv to construct two and three·
The motion was agreed to, and progress qu;rter miles' of this electric street railway.
I will not ask the House to go 1nto that
was reported.
to-night. I have plans here giving the
whole of the information, but I would
TRA~HVAYS ACT (PART IV.)
point out that I do not bind the House
AMENDMENT BILL.
by this vote to-night.
I simply ask for
Mr. B E ~T moved the second reading of this now, subject to the approval of Parthis Bill. He said: -About fourteen years liament. The third item is-ago the Government borrowed a large' sum
For the construction of such railways and
of money, £200,000, for the purpose of works connected therewith', including rolIing.
constructing country tramways. Two sums stock, as Parliament may by any Act direct,
.
were voted and two tramways constructed. £7 1 ,37 2 5s.
One has been taken over bv the GovernWe intend to expend about £40,000 of
ment, and the other is rather sick.
In that money on thE; extension of the Beech
going through the accounts, I found
Forest line to Wattle Hill. There is some
that we have in that fund £137,872 5s. difference between us just now, because I
The amount of interest we are paying is
I
have asked for 4~ per cent. interest.
4t per cent., and for the last ten or eleven have asked the St. Kilda and Brighton
years we have been receiving only 3 per Councils to pay 4~ per cent. interest for
cent. on it. The result is that we have
twenty years with respect to the electric
lost, at ~imple interest, £13,000. There· street rail wa y, and I will put in a provifore, I ask the HOllse to permit me to divert sion for the payment of 7s. a day of eigh~
that money in the way provided in the hours for the men employed in the conschedule to this Bill. The first item is as struction of that line.
followsMr. WARDE.· -It is not in your Bill.
For irrigation works and water supply works
Mr. BENT.-The words in my Bill are
in country districts, to be expended in sllch manner as Parliament may by any Act direct, the same as the words in other Rail wa v
£47,000.
Construction Bills, and if they are not deIt is intended to bring down a Bill, if we finite enough, I am prepared to make them
get permission to divert this money, so that so. I gave instructions to the.Parlia·
each item may be considered before the mentary Draftsman to that effect. We estiamount of money is expended. I only mate that a little more than £40,000 will
ask for this preliIPinary measure to be be required for the extension of the railwav
passed to-night to enable me to divert this to Wattle Hil1. A number of the landmoney.
The next item in the schedule owners object to pay the amount asked, because the Railways Standing Committee
IS as -fo11owsrecommended that interest should be calConstruction of an Electric Street Railway culated at 4 per cent. But we cannot borfrom St. Kilda towards Brighton Beach, [19,500".
row money now at 4 per cent., and we are
I have plans here, and reports, and a state- paying 4t per cent. I intend that we shall
ment by the gentleman in charge of the get 4! per cent. on the cost of the electric
works at Elwood that we can get almost suffi, street railway, and on the cost of the concient gravel there for the purpose of making struction of t.he railway line to Wattle
this tramway, and that lnstead of erecting Hill, as well as on the £47,000 to be spent
a .T)ower-hotise we can purchase electricitv for irrigation and water supply works. ·Th·;:
from the Electric Power Company at South Minister of Vi ater S upnl y has prepared a
Yarra. I have made arrangements with list of the country districts where that
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money is to be spent, and he will submit
it to the House when I bring down the
application Bill.
Mr. OUTTRIM.-Can you go o.n with the
works mentioned in the schedule to. this
Bill without passing any further measure
than this Bill?
Mr. BENT.-No, and I would not attempt it. Not a penny will be spent until
Application Bills have Deen passed, so that
opportunity will be given to discuss each
item on its merits.
I t is not very good
finance to allow money to lie idle as this
money has done, and to. lose, as we have
dready lost, £13,000 interest.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I do not know
of anv very strong reasons why this money
should not be diverted, because it is just
as easv for Parliament to vote the amount
out of th·~ consolidated revenue for each
of these purposes j but while I do not object to. this £137,872 being diverted from
the Country Tramway Trust Fund to t~e
purposes mentioned in the sched~l~ to thIS
Bill I veriture to express the OpInIOn that
the 'construction of an electric street rail . .
\Va v from St. Kilda towards Brighton
Beach could be proceeded with, after the
passing of this Bill, without any furth:r
Act being passed. Th~ enactment of thIS
measure would enable £19,500 to be spent
for that purpose without any further
authoritv from Parliament: because exactly
the same power was granted in the Surplus
Revenue Bill for the construction of works
contained in the schedule to that Bill.
:\ir. BENT.-I have a Bill· before the
House for the construction of an electric
street railwav from St. Kilda tov.. ards
Brighton Beach.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I shall be
a lad to see the honorable member pro~eed with that Bill in a proper direction,
but we may have something to say with :egard to that measu~e. If t.he PremIer
will agree, in CommIttee, to Insert after
" £19,500 " the words "to b~ expended
onlv in such manner as ParlIament may
ena~t" I will be quite prepared to agree
to that item, because that amendment would
prevent the money being spent with~>Ut the
:1uthority of another Act of Parharile~t.
1\h. BENT.-Move your amendment In
ComIIlittee j it will be all right.
Mr. MACKINNON.-The criticism I
should like to offer in regard to this class
of Bill is that., when items are specified in a
schedule like thisJ the particular items referred to are given, to use a vulgar phrase,
what may be called" a leg in," and o!her
items which might be very much deSIred.
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bv other Members of Parliament, who are
i~terested in other schemes, do not have the
same chance of getting a share of these
available funds as those which are mentioned. I do not see what necessity there
was for bringing this schedule down in this
particular way. This money could have
been made available for public works generally, as Parliament may authorize.
Mr. BENT.-The legal members say no.
Mr. MACKINNON.-All the Government have got to do is to get the money out
of that particular fund. At the present time
it is ear-marked by the Tramways Act to be
expended in country tramways. All the
Government want to do for the present is
to get rid of that restriction. They do not
need to get some other scheme, which is not
yet sanctioned, named' as one which ought
to get the use of this money, and it seems
to me that this system of doing business
gives an unfair pull to those items which are
lucky enough to be scheduled. , It is quite
true as the Premier says, that under this
Bill the Executive can do nothing.
They
cannot proceed without the authority of
Parliament j but I do think it is objectionable to specify particular works of this sort
when we are making money available which
should be made available for general public
works, and not for special works, which
are being given a greater chance of being
carried out.
Mr. WATT.-I think there is ~ good
deal in the objection of the honorable member for Prahmn, that there should be noschedule to the Bill as it stands. It ought
to be sufficient for the Treasurer's purpose
if he said that the money now standing in
th= Treasury to the credit of the Country
Tramways Trust Fund shall be made available for such purposes as Parliament may
subsequent! y direct. There would then be·
no commitment at all, either morally or
legally, to any of these three items. Parliament, of course, has not had a chancefull v to consider this Wattle Hill line orthe 'St. Kilda line, or the irrigation works
which are so indefinitely named.
Mr. BENT.-Those will all be brought
before Parliament.
Mr. WATT.-I understand they will alP
form the subject of special Bills.
~1r. BENT.-Yes.
Mr. WATT.-I submit that to specify
them in the schedule of this Bill is putting
the cart before the horse. Let us first release the money for some purpose to be·
decided upon, and then, when we have got
it out of Chancery, we can decide how itJ
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s:.a11 be spent. DD nDt let us hYPDthecate
it before we get it. The Minister of Water
Supply shakes his head, but I am giving
my conceptiDn Df the matter. I am perfectly certain that when Parliament gets
these three measures it will pass them.
Everybody who has been in this House
as long as, or IDnger than, I .have knows
that that is so. W,e first of all commit ourjselves tOo projects in an indefinite and hazy
way, and then we find Durselves obliged tOo
keep faith with the people, who have
imagined that the wDrk was actually passed.
In the case of the people who live between
St. Kilda and BrightDn Beach, the passing
of item 2 in the schedule will be taken
by their local press and their local agitatDrs fDr this line tOo mean that Parliament
has tentatively sanctioned it, and, straightaway, land speculations and Dther things
will begin along the line, and then, if
Parliament subsequently sits down and
says, "No j it is not good enough to pursue
this project to a conclusion," there will be
the same crv as we had in the case Df
:Mildura" that \ve must keep faith with the
promise that was given.
Mr. BENT.-The Bill is on the table to·
night if the HDuse will go on with it.
Mr. WATT.-I do not intend to object to
this Bill, but it would 'have been better to
release the money, and say that it may be
subsequently expended as Parliament shall
direct, than to specify the items.
Mr. COLECHIN .-1 do not think it
looks well that the Minister of Railways.
should be here to-night proposing to get t'he
second reading of this Bill through.
I
object to it for a good many reasons. I
note that the amount mentioned here for
this tramway is £19,500, which is only
£500 less than an amount which would compel the Railways Standing Committee to
have a voice in the matter. This Bill gives
no details about the equipment of the line,
and I am sure that the equipment of a line
of this character-practically an innovation
in this country-would bring the cost far
a~ld away above the amount that would necessitate its reference to the Railways
Standing Committee. There is nothing de.inite, nothing properly expressed, in this
schedule, except that one line. I hope that
this House will not allow the second reading of the Bill to go through to-night. . It
is all very well to say that some Dther actIOn
will have to be taken before the money can
be spent,. but I reckon that if the second
reading goes through to-night it will be
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tantamount to saying that this House is
satisfied and prepared to go on with the
work.
Mr. HANNAH.-This House ought to
pause before it sanctions the second reading of a rIleasure which will practically
authDrize the expenditure of £19,500 in
the construction of a tramwav extension to
.be worked by electricity, ~hich, to my
mind, will largely play into the hands of
the present Tramway Company.
Mr. BENT.-It is really to go into our
Elwood property.
Mr. 'HANN AH.-I notice that so far
as the northern suburbs are concerned we,
the public, have to-day to carry a very
heavy burden, particularly with regaro to
the Oute.r Circle line, for a railway which
has Dnl y been a feeder, to a very large
extent, for the tramway lines to the northern suburbs.
I do seriously and honestly
think that this money could be spent to
very. much greater advantage in opening
up certain country districts which would
be of greater benefit to us than a line
which, for many years, will be unprofitable.
I, for one, fe.el that I could not
to-night conscientiously support the second
reading of this Bill.
I am given to
understand, in the first place, that the line
will cost nearly double the amount of
money mentioned here.
I s that so?
Here is tIle
Mr. BENT.-It is not so.
report on the table.
Mr. HANNAH.-I should have liked to
have that assurance from the· Minister before, but the honorable gentleman brings
facts with him, and keeps them on the
Treasury Bench, and we are not made acquainted with them.
I do not think it
is right for any honorable member to vote
for the secDnd reading of a Bill Df this
kind until the House is assured Df the
facts cDntained in the report, and until all
the necessary information has be.en given
to the HDuse.
Thus I feel compelled.
upon constraint, to vDte against the second
reading of this Bill.
Mr. BENT.-By leave, I desire to rIle,ntiDn that I said distinctly that this Bill is
simply to divert the money from the Country Tramways Trust Fund for the purposes stated in the schedule.
I also stated
that the plans in connexion with the, St.
Kilda tramway are here, and the reports
of the officers are here, and that I do not
intend to spend a penny Df the money until
the whole thing is brought before the
House.
All the information is here, but
this is not the time to discuss it.
The
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honorable member for Prahran raised a.
point about the way the schedule is
worded, but we, have had the opinion of
our legal authorities that this is the only
way to divert the money from its present
position.
I thought I would be rather
encouraged by the House, when I discovered that £13,000 has been wasted in
the shape of interest for the last ten or
twelve years.
Mr. 'BEAZLEY.-You have been getting
some interest on this monev.
Mr. BENT.-Yes, 3 per'cent. instead of
41 per cent. We have lost £13,000 in
interest.
Mr. ELMsLIE.-Is this loan money?
:Mr. BENT.-Yes.
:Mr. McCUTCHEON.-As the member
for St. Kilda, I did not expect that the
merits of this line would be gone into on
this short Bill, because they have to be
gone into when the Bill promised by the
Premier is introduced.
Some things have
been said to-night, however, which may be
calculated to leave a wrong irr.pression if
I do not correct them.
This Bill, which
the Premier is about to propose, is not a
Bill for the benefit of St. Kilda primarily.
It may benefit St. Kilda and the rates of
St. Kilda incidentally, but its main object
is to enable the Government to sell some
£50,000 worth of land which the House
has already passed a measure to reclaim
As the
and put in a position for sale.
councils of St. Kilda and Brighton conjointly have agreed to guarantee for
twenty years 4! per cent. interest on the
monev laid out in this line, honorable
merr.bers will see at once that the Government have thoroughly secured themselves
against loss on account of local interests.
If this line is not made 80 or 100 acres of
land, which the Government are now in
process of reclaiming, will lie useless, and
therefore interest will be lost upon that land
because the Government will not be able to
Under the present conditions it
sell it.
will be useless for the Government to go on
reclaiming the land, if, after it is reclaimed, the line which the Premier now
proposes is not rr.ade.
I should like the
House to take the matter into consideration
from these points of view" and on the
merits of the case, and not with regard to
anv local considerations at all.
~1r. WARDE.-Will your councils pay up
the guarantee like the Collingwood and
Heidelberg councils have done?
Mr. McCUTCHEON.-Whatever they
undertake to pay they will pay.
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Mr. GAUNSON.-There cannot be the
shadow of a doubt that unless this money
is expended upon the electric tramway, th'e
money that the House has already authorized to be expended on the Elwood Swamp
is simply lost .money.
Anybody who
knows the localIty must know that we
must give it some means of transit, otherwise, to all intents, and purposes, it is a
mere waste piece of land.
The only
point that really is of any moment is that
a pparentl y the words "as P arliament may
by any Act di"rect," which appear in the
third item have been omit~ed from the second
item of the schedule. The honorable mem-"
ber for North Melbourne has called attention to that point, and has been told that if
he moves an amendment in that direction
it will be accepted, so that Parliament stilL
has in its hands the control of the matter
with a view to saying whether the line shall
or shall not' be passed, and what conditions..
are to be attached to the expenditure of the"
mone,'. I confess I cannot see how Parliament can possibly avoid expending that
money in the way suggested in the second'
item in the schedule, unless, indeed, it is prepared to make ducks and drakes of the business of this country. Vve are spending some·
£15,000 upon the further reclamation of
the Elwood Swamp land-a most desirable
expenditure, and very proper in the public"
interest-and it may be truly and properly
said that the project of this railwav is.
purely and simply the complement of "that
expenditure. The honorable member for the
Railways Service (Mr. Hannah) referred to-'
the reports on the line. I have been over
the country myself, and I do not care for
50,000 report!.>.
I would not take any officer's report against the evidence of m); own
eyes, and my own knowledge and judgment.
"Mr. HANNAH.-What about the Railways:
Standing Committee?
Mr. GAUNSO~.-I do not care" a brass"
button for 5,000 Railways Standing Committees. I have known ~he country since'
I was a boy. I went to school there, and'
I have got bogged in the Elwood Swamp'
before to-day. I know thoroughly well that
the expenditure already authorized" by tlriS"
House is a wise expenditure, and that this"
further expenditure must certainlv be entered upon to make good the other" expendi-ture that has already been undertaken by
,
the order of this House.
Mr. TOUTCHER.-I do not think that
we are going into the merits of any of the
matters mentioned in the schedule at the'
present time. The question is rather the'
J
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principle that is involved in ear-marking a
certain amount and morally, if not legally,
committing the House to expenditure in
certain directions. The honorable member
for St. Kilda and the honorable member
representing the Public Officers both admit
that the electric street railway from St.
Kilda towards Brighton Beach will be a
payable concern. I for one am quite in
agreement with those views, but the honorable members who have taken exception to
the items incorporated in the schedule feel
that some principle is at stake. They also
think that the law officers of the Crown
might very well have solved this difficulty
by saying that the money should be paid
into the consolidated revenue for the purposes of irrigation and railway works, without specifying these items. The honorable
member for Essendon put' the situation in
a very fair light when he said that the pub1ication of this Bill and the circulation of
the news to-morrow concerning what Parliament has done to-night with it, will lead
these people at once to believe that ParI iament is committed to these undertaking$.
Consequently, it might place people in a
very false position. I do not think that
anyone questions the action of the Premier.
The honorable gentleman is of
opinion, and I believe the majority of honorable members are also of opinion, that this
money will be wisely expended when these
Bills are presented to Parliament.
But
that is not the question. The question is
whether the House should be committed,
even morally, to the principle as formulated
in this schedule without having the other
Bills before us to enable us to give a
proper decision. The honorable member for
Geelong has contended that this. matter
should be referred to the Railways Stand·
ing Committee. He poin"ts out that if it were
a sum of £20,000 it would have to be
referred to the Committee, but because we
are told, without any details being given to
guide us, that the amount is only £19,500,
the question is not to be remitted to the
Committee. 'Ve who have raised the objection from this (the Opposition) side, ?nd
also some honorable members on the Government side. believe that this is a wrong
principle, and th:1t we should not be committed, even morally, to any expenditure
U:lder the Bill, but should deal with the
proposal on its merits when it is brought
down at the proper time in a separate measure.
Mr. REAZLEY.-It seems to me that
if the House agrees to this Bill, we shall
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commit ourselves to the' construction of
this line of tramway. Although the Hili
for the construction of that line has not
been introduced, the money is being di"erted by this Bill from the purpose for
which it was originally intended, and allocated for other purposes, including the constructio!1 of a line of tramway from St.
Kilda towards Brighton Beach. From
what I have been given to understand, the
Railways Standing Cc'mmittE:e inquired jnto th::lt proposal some time ago, and con-·
demned it.
l\Ir. BENT.-Ko, thev never touched tbi!:proposal :1.t el11.
~rr. BEAZLEY.-The proposal mat1(.
the\l was that the St. Kilda railway line
itself should be converted into an electric
Line, and then extended, one branch goil1f.
along the Esplanade.
Mr. BENT. - And that would ces(
.£roo,ooo.
l\Ir. BEAZLEY.-The committee did not
believe that the proposal now made was tht
best way of doing tge work, but that the
other proposal was. If we pass this Hil~
"-e sh.:tll be committing ourselves to this
expenditure, and although another Bill will
have to· be introduced to earn" cmt the
work, still this sum of monev ,,;ill be earmarked for the construction Qf the line.
Mr. BENT.-Not at all. The other Bill
has been distributed already.
~[r. BEAZLEY.---That does not affect
the question in the least. The Premier, 1
believe, has already made the statement
that, in passing thi; l~il1, we are not committing ourselves to spending the money, because the other Bill will have to be passed
afterwards.
~1r. BENT.-That is what I did saL
Mr. BEAZLEY.-I agree with that~ btli·
I also say that by passing this Bill ,,-e are
diverting this· money from its original purpose, for· which it is not likely to be used.
and we are specifying what that money is
to be u::,ed for her~'after. My objection
is that the line may be authorized without
getting the opinion 'of the Raihvays Standin!! Committte, ann alth')U!!h the -estimak()
cost does not quite reach £20,000 I believe
it would be much better e-\'en now to refer
the matter to the Committee for report before the Bill is passed.
}Ir. WARD E.-I do not intend to discuss the oroposal which the PremiEr i'ntends to brin/2' down with regard to tlw
COflstrnction of tl,ls tramway. but T wish
to draw attention to the fact that a sum of
£200,000 of loan money was originally
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J=.laced to the credit of the Country Tramwal's Trust Fund by th~ late Mr. Gillie ..
when he brought in the uctopus RaHway
Bill. I believe that some of that money
has already been spent in the const ructioi1
of tW0 lines of tramway in the country.
The PJint I take ~s that by this Bill a large
proportion of that money is to be diyert~d
from the purposes for which it was originally intended. But suppose the HQuse d.d
not feel inclined to pass the Bill for the
construction of the St. Kilda tramway, we
would then be in the position that the Bill
we have now before us wOl'ld tie up the
mnr.cv sc ttat it c0uld not be used for any
other' purpose until another measure w!ls
brought in to repeal the present op.e. It IS,
therefore, not a proper or business- ~ike .proceedin a for the House to pass .this Bill at
the pr~sent time. I would ,have no objection
whatever to authorize the use of this money
for purposes other than those for which it
was originally irltended, leaving those purposes to be decided later. on, when Bill.s
are brought in to authorIze the expendIture. The money could then be ti5ed for
anything that Parli~ment directs. ~.~ the
Bill is passed as It stands, and If the
House subsequently refuses to indorse the
proposal to spend something like £9 0 ,OGO
in th~ constrJ..lction and equipment of the
St. Kilda tramway, that sum of money,
although it is diverted from its original
purpose, will be just as much out of the
reach of the Treasurer as it was before.
I think tJ-'at the position I have indicated
is the proper one to tak~ up. W ~ know
that lhe Elwood Swamp IS now bel11g reclaimed.
I suppose that work will .be
completed very shortly, and the Pre~ler
will, no doubt, put the land up to auctlon
as soon as it is ready. I have no doubt,
also, that the object of passing this Bill is
to give an indllcemen~ to purchasers of. the
land so that high pnces may be obtamed
for it 1n the belief that Parliament has
committed itself to the construction of the
tramway.
·Mr. "BENT.-No sane mrm w(,uld ever
~1ream of selling that land unless it had
means of communication.
Mr . WARD E ..,-As a maHer of fact,
this land is within six or seven minutes'
walk of the present terminus of the St.
Kilda tram.
1\,1r. GAUNSON.-No, it is not.
Mr. "VARDE .-1 know perfectly well
that there is far better building land to
be got at :1 cheaper price within 2 or
.3 miles of Melbourne than the Elwood
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Swamp can ever become. I hope that when
the Bill gets into Committee the Premier
will agree to my suggestion that this money
should not be locked up for any specific
purpose, but that power should be' given to
deal with it in some other direction if it
is found to be necessarv.
The motion was ag r;ed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
Discussion took place on clause 2, which
was as follows:Notwithstanding anything contained in Part
IV. in the Tramways Act 1890, or in· any other
Act, the moneys standing to the credit of the
account kept in the Treasury called" The Country
Tramways Trust Fund," not exceeding in the
whole ,£'137,872 5s., shall be available for the
purposes mentioned in the schedule to this Act,
and in sums not exceeding the amounts specified
therein.

Mr. PRENDERGAST said that, 'in
thinking the matter over, he thought it
would be verv much better to amend this
clause so as to transfer the money to the
consolidated revenue.
l\{r. BENT.-You can't do that. It is
loan money.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that anything could be appropriated by Act of
Parliament.
:Mr. SWINBURNE.-It would not do fur
thp lender of the monty to hear you say
that.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it had been
done before, especially in connexion with
the railways, where Joan money had been
used for r·olling-stock.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-I shall always prote3t
against it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said in his opinion it would be reasonable to hold this Bill
oyer until the Bill authorizing the construction of the tram.wav had been dealt
with. The present me::u;ure could then be
passed s'Ubsequentl y, if necessarY"
The
introduction of this Bill seemed to be an
afterthought, because Hie Construction Bill
was circulated long before this measure
was thought of. There was nothing to show
that £19,5°0 ,was an accurate estimate of
\\'l11.t the line woulri cost, and it looked
suspiciously like an endeavour to keep the
amount under £20,000 in order that the
question might not be referred to the Railways Standing Committee. He did not assert that this was so, but he would ask the'
Premier whether, under the circumstances,
he b imself would not entertain a similar
suspi~ion ?
J
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Mr. BENT.-The officers believe that it
will not cost more than £17,000, because
thev have now discovered a lot of suitable
material on the Bluff. I think I could do
it myself for £10,000.
Mr. PRENDERGAST expressed the
opinion that this line of tramway would
be more expensive than any line that had
yet been constructed, because the whole
of the rolling-stock would have to be specially made for it. If a line of. railway
were comtructed the present rollmg-stock
could be utilized, and the cost 'Of equipment
would be greatly reduced. Instead of the
line costing only £19,500, the cost of
equipment would bring the total up to
nearly £100,000.
l\fr. BENT.-Tut, tut.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that a sum
of £71,372 was put down in the schedule
" for the construction of such railways and
works connected therewith, including rollingstock, as Parliament may by any Act
direct. II
Mr. SWINBlJRNE.-That means in connexion with any railways-not only the St.
'Kilda line.
.
.:M.r. PRENDERGAST said that the
rolling-stock required for the St. Kilda
tramway would evidently be provided for
out of that item.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-For the construction
of such railways as Parliament may by any
Act direct.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-For such railways and works.
~1r. SWINBURNE.-Connected with railways.
Mr. PRENDERGAST s;aid that this
work would be handed over to the Railway Department, and would com~ und.er
the definition of works cQnnected WIth railways. If they constructed this line, they
would be constructing an electric street
railway, and they would have to. find absolutelv new rolling-stock and eqmpment fo:
th<=! -line, which would necessitate the
expenditure of many thousands of pounds,
because the electric fittings would cost a
very large sum of money. Honorable members could get an idea of what it would
cost by looking at the cost of electric lines
in New South Wales, or the cost of the
Bendigo tramway line, which was .const:uc~ed
under similar circumstances. WhIle thIS lme
would cost £19,500 for construction, there
would be a large cost outside of that fo::
equipment, and it se~med a reasonable
thing therefore that thIS proposal should
be refe!red to the Railwavs Standing Committee as being over the amount which
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could be expended without a reference to
the Rail ways Standing Committee.
It
seemed reasonable also that the honorable
gentleman should bring in this Bill to authorize the construction of this line.
Mr. BENT.-Leave the money where it
is.
I say that you are arguing absolutely
,yrong, and you know it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that he
would not admit that he was wrong, though
he would admit that sometimes when he
thought other honorable members were
wrong he might be wrong himself, but he
never knowingly argued from a wrong
standpojrlt.
?\Ir. HENT.-You are absolutely wrong.
?\Ir. PRENDERGAST said that he
wanted to gi\'e the honorablJe gentleman
credit for doing the best he could for his
district.
Mr. BENT.-I do not care a button for
the distrirt.
~Ir. PRE:NDERGAST said that the
honor::Jble gelltleman had to construct this
line.
Mr. BENT.-That is your only trouble,
it seems.
It is nothing about the

£137,000.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that his
trouble was that this was committing the
Assembly to the construction of this line,
which would never earn the interest on the
money, while the money was at present
ea::ning interest.
~Ir. HENT.--Three per cent.
~1r. PRE)JDERGAST said that if the
Premier were wise he would have that
money earning more than 3 per cent. It
seemed to be the fault of the Treasury
that it was earning only 3 per cent. when,
by putting it in debentures, it would earn
4 per cent. It was foolish not to make it
earn as much as it possibly could.
'?III. SWINBURNE.-It is appropriated for
certain purposes.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that the
Government should come forward with a
Bill aul~ho~·izing the construction of the
line, and the House should decide whether
the line was to be constructed before the
money W:-IS appropriated.
This money
should either not be diverted in the
direction intended, or it should be diverted
into the revenue.
Mr. SWINBuRNE.-This is loan money.
Mr. PRENDERGJ.~ST said he believed
that an Act of Parliament was capable of
diverting anything.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-That has been your
ruin befo:-e.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST said that it would
be their ruin if by subterfuge they spent the
money without inquiry 1n building a nonpaYiri'g line, and jf it 'was payable. it wot;ld
be' at the expense of the Brighton lme wlll~h
at present ran to the beach. One end of thl~
line would be within :1 couple of hundred
yards of the Brighton line, and the other
end would be close to the Elwood Swamp.
:\1r. GA UNSON said that he rose to a
point of order. Was it in order for an
honorable member to say" by subterfuge"?
It seemed to him to be highly disorde~ly.
The honorable member imputed a mO,tlve,
and a mean motive, when he spoke of a
subterfuge,
Mr. WATT.-By its dictionary meaning it
is a perfectly innocent word.
The CHAIRMA~.-I did not hear the
honorable ll11e~bJ2-:'- charge anyLc,dy with
doing anything by a subterfuge. I un~er
stood the honorable member to be talkmg
in a general sense.
-:\Ir. WATT.-What is a subterfuge?
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the construction of this line.
~[r. BENT (to !\Ir. Prendergast).-You
said that if I ag::eed to put in ce~tain
words on the report it would be all ng.ht.
N ow you are getting off. on to ~he ment~.
I did not touch the ments. It 1S not fau
to touch the merits before the Bill is
brought in.
.,
Mr. PREKDERGAST sald that 1t was
a ,rise man who changed his mind, but a
fool never changed at all.
:Mr. BENT.-I was blamed to-night for
agreeing to a proposition of yours, but
would not go, back.
i\L. PRENDERGAST said that many
times he had agreed to proposals of . the
honorable gentleman, and had got I~to
trouble for doiner so. He was not domg
anything except b saying that in this ~ill
there was an evident desire to .appropnate
this money for the purpose, perhaps, of
getting people to !)uy the ElwO<?d. land.
He was objecting to the a ppropnatIOn of
this monev' when a direct Bill could have
heen brought down to decide whether the
line should be constructed.
Mr. BENT.-Were YOU not told that it
,,"ould be done? Tlie legal advisers say
it has to be done in this shape. I tell you
that not a penn~7 will be spent before the
Bill is brought down to the House.
1\fr. PRENDERGAST said that t~'3
Premier should brin er forward the other BIll
first. :md if that ~yas passed, this item
would then stand good.
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Mr. BENT.--I am willing to do anything
to oblige you.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the Premier
should bring forward the other Bill.
Mr. BENT.-Very well.
Mr. McCUTCHEON remarked that he
was about to point out that he thought the
leader of the Opposition was in error i.n
supposing that the third. item in thIS
schedule was mixed up WIth the second
item. This proposed line was an elect!ie
street railway and \ras not connected WIth
the third ite'm at all.
Mr. ELMSLIE sa1d that he, like other
honorable members, looked upou the item
for the construction of an electric street
railway with great suspicion. "Vhat mad'..!
his suspicions stronger was that the
Premier said that his legal advisers stated
that the project should be brought down
in this manner and vet they found th:lt
this was the dnlv work particularized in
In the it~m for .ir~iga!ion they
this way.
did not find any partIcular IrrIgatIOn work
mentionE.d and ~n the item for the com.tru~
tion of r~ilways ahd works, they did not
find :mv item' of railways or works particul ariied.
Mr. BENT.-Bills will be brought down
before YOU are asked to spend a penny.
Mr. 'ELMSLIE said that he failed to
see why a distinction should be made so far
as thi:,"tramwav was concerned. Why should
it be necessar~' to particularize it in the
manner in which that had been done? He
thOlJO"ht the Premier was right in diverting
this ~oney, and in making it as profitable
as possible, but he was not p.repared ~o
gi\'e his support to the constructIOn of thIS
electric street railwav. Probably the money
could be spent bett~r in some other direction. He thought the Premier woul? l~ave
been wiser if he had brought down thIS Item
in a ereneral wav, without particularizing
am' ',"~rk. Then they ,,"auld be able to thrash
out the merits or demerits of this scheme
according to their convictions when an authorizing Bill was introouced. But under
the wordin er of this schedule he felt that
in votin ber that the money• be made available
he would be voting in favour of a scheme
that. without further information, he was
not prepared to vote for. There did seem
to be something in what was mentioned bv
the honorable member for Geelong and
urged by the leader of the Opposition.
that there was some endeavour to pr(;v{~nt
this line going before the Railwavs 81:111r"1ing Committee, and he hoped the Committee was not going to agree to that kind
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of thing. He would like to know from the
Premier why his legal advisers thoug.ht this
line should be particubrized?
~'1Jr. MACKIN~ON remarked that if
there was a Jegal difficulty honorable members would have to respect it, but that
cuuld be got over by altering the item in
the schedule. Thev could knock out the
word "street" and the references to St.
Kilda anel Brighton Beach, and' make the
. item read "Construction of an electric railwav as Parliament mav dIrect."
~1r. BENT.-I kno,,; I 'might have done
that, but if I had 'rhat would you have
said?
Mr. MACKI~XO:\" said that he would
probably have required a line up High~treet into Malvern.
That was what he
\voulct have c;uggested at once. His object
in starting this discuss'ion had been fully
serverl. He thought he had drawn attention to the fact that it was unsatisfactorv
that ~he line should be specified in thi"s
way. He thought it would meet every·
body's views if they struck cut the words
'I from St. Kilda towards Brighton Beach."
~.fr. BENT.-Is it not in legal form?
Mr. MACKIN~OX said that it was in
beautiful form for the purpose intended,
but it would also be in form if those words
were knocked out, and he trusted that the
leader of the Government would see his
way to adopt that suggestion.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East)
remarked that he saw a difficulty if the
proposal of the honorable member for Prahran were accepted. If the St. Kilda line
was not gone on \\'ith, the money would be
tied up for an electric railway, but where
to he did not know.
Mr. BEAZLEY expressed the opinion
that the better way out of the difficulty
would be to strike out the second item in
the schedule in reference to the electric
street railway, and add the sum of .£I9,500
to the third item, "For the construction of
such railways anci works connected therewith, including rolling-stock, as Parliament
may bv anv Act direct." That would make
the" total of item 3 £90,8i2, and that amount
would then be available for the construction of such railways and works connected
therewith, including rolling-stock, as Parliament might direct. The money would
then be allocated for the purpose of building railways.
A Bill could then be
brought in in connexion with the electric
street railwav from St. Kilda towards
Brighton, and if the House decided that
that line should be built, the monev could
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be taken out of the £90,872:
If the
Committee adopted the suggestion of the
honorable merpber for Prahran, the money
would have to be used for constructing electric tramways to somewhere, but if the
amount was included in the third item, the
monev would be taken from the Trust
Fund-s and placed where it would be available for the construction of railways, and
Parliament could then decide what railways
should be constructed with the money. .
Clause 2 was agreed to.
On the schedule,
Mr. BEAZLEY called attention to item
No.2, "Construction of an electric street
railway from St. Kilda towards Brighton
Beach-£I9,SOO," and movedThat the words "Construction of an electric
street railway from St. K.ilda towards Brighton'
Beach" be omitted, with the view of including
the sum set down for this purpose in item NO.3.

Mr. BENT.-The leader of the Opposition said he was going to move that progress be reporte.d. Why does he not do it?
Mr. PRENDERGAST movedThat progress be reported.

The motion was agreed to, and progress
was reported.
WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE BILL.
Mr. LAWSON. by leave, moved for leave
to introduce a Bill to extend the suffrage to
WGmen.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read a
first time.
The House adjourned at twenty minutes
past eleven o'clock.

LEGISLA.TIVE COUNCIL.
Thursday, October 13, 190/-.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at ten
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.
RAIL\VAY DEPARTMENT.
HOURS OF LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEMEN.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES remarked that
on the previous day Mr. Evans asked him
a question, and he informed the honorable
member that he was not prepared to give

Railway Department.
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the information then, and he had the quesHe did not see the hontion postponed.
orable member in the Chamber at present.
He now had the answer.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-He will be
in later on.
The Hon. A. McLELLAN.-I will ask the
question on behalf of the honorable member.
The Hon. T. M. DAVIES said that the
question which Mr. Evans had asked him
,vas as follows:I. If his attention has been directed to the following paragraph in the Age newspape! of .the
loth instant, viz ..: Complaints have been frequently made of
.. sweating II in the Railway Department,
and an illustration of the objectionable
practice has just been reported in Ballarat. Early on Friday morning an assistant engine was attached to the Adelaide express to Melbourne, and when
the city was reached it was decided to
send the assisting locomotive back with
a goods train in charge of the same driver
and fireman. On the return journey the
train was delayed at the various stations
in shunting.
The unfortunate men in
charge of the train did not return to Ballarat until 8,30 on Saturday morning,
and were thus 25 hours on duty; and
2. If such statement is correct.

The facts of the case were as follow:The men in question ran an engine which assisted to haul the Adelaide express from Ballarat
to Melbourne on the ,th inst. They signed on
duty at 6,50 a.m., and were relieved at Melbourne
at II a.m., and at 11.40 a.m. were advised that
they would be required to run the 7.15 p.m. goods
train from Melbourne to Ballarat on the same
night. They resumed duty at 6,30 p.m., and
were relieved at vVarrenheip at 8,30 a.m. the
next morning.
The train exceeded the usual
running time owing to an unavoidable detention
at Geelong awaiting sheep trucks. The driver
was instructed, prior to the departure of the train
from Melbourne, to apply for relief if the train
was late, but he neglected to do so, although
hi" train was delayed a~ Geelong for several
hours, and a relief crew was available at that
station; in fact the J el iei which was sent to
\Varrenheip was providtd by the foreman without
any request from the driver. The hours involved
in connexion .with the up.trip were four hours
ttn minutes, and the down-trip fourteen hours;
but between the tWG trips the enginemen had an
interval of seven and a half hours, which was
available for rest. Any hardship that may have
been experienced by the men was due to their
own neglect, in either not taking advantage of
the interval allowed at Melbourne for rest, or
not applying for relief on the homeward journey
to Melbourne as directed. It may be added that,
so far, no complaint has been made by the men
concerned.

He would suggest that in futUIe it would
be much easier to obtain information of
this kind direct from the Railway Department, instead of putting the Minister to the
trouble of obtaining it.
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TRANSFER OF LAKD BILL.
The House went into Committee for the
consideration of the amendments made by
the Legislative Assembly in this Bill.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that the
Assemblv had jnserted new clause A, in reference to mortgages. When land under the
general law was mortgaged, the owner of
the land very often applied to have the
title brought under the Transfer of Land
Act.
The title to the land was then under
the Act, but the mortgage was not.
If the
mortgagee wished to enforce his remedies
under the mortgage, he had to sell under
the general law, and if he wanted to foreclose, he had to apply to the Court for foreclosure. Under the Transfer of Land Act
a mOl tgagee wishing to foreclose applied
to the Commissioner for a foreclosure
order. The proceedings were much more
This
simple and much less expensive.
amendment by the Assembly provided that
in the case of a title being brought under
the 'Act, if the mortgagee had to foreclose,
instead of going to the Court, he could get
a foreclosure order from the Commissioner
of Titles.
He begged to moveThat the Assembly's amendment, inserting new
clause A, be agreed with.

The amendment was agreed with.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that the
Asserr!bl y had inserted new machinery
clauses for the purpose of (:arrying out what
was provided for in clause A. He begged
to moveThat new clauses B to G, inclusive, be agreed
with.

Sir HENRY CUTHBERT remarked
that he had read these amendments ,vith a
great deal of care-he would not say with
very much pleasure, but with a good deal
of attention-and he thought that all these
clauses had been drafted by a man w110
understood the work he had in hand. Having adopted the principle in clause A, there
would be no objection to these machinery
clauses.
Kew clauses B to G, inclusive, were
agreed with.
The Han. T. M. DAVIES said that the
Assembly had inserted new clause H,
providing that title could be acquired
by adverse possession to land under
the Transfer of Land Act.
With regard to land he.ld under the general la \v,
if a title had been acquired by adverse
possession, the person obtaining "that right
could apply to have the title brought under
the Transfer of Land Act and get a certificate of title in his own name.
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But when once land was brought under the
Transfer of Land Statute it had been held
by the Commissioner of Titles that a man
could not get a certificate of title by adverse
possession, which did not always mean
jumping. In the majority of cases, it meant
that the purchaser had gone into possession
and had failed to get a title, or was not in
possession, but when the time came to get
a title the vendor could not be found. The
vendor might have died or have left the
State.
People in that position were barred
for all time from getting a title under the
Transfer of Land Statute.
It had been
thought by some people that w~th reference to land under the Act, no tItle could
be acquired by adverse posses~ion, but t~at
was not so.
The person 111 passesslOn
might be in such a position that no one
could interfere with him, but he did not
get the parchment, and the person who had
the parchment found it of no use to him.
The term of twenty years' possession, which
originally constituted adverse possession,
was reduced to fifteen years. In England,
it was formed v fifteen vears, but had been
There was a
reduced to t,;elve yea;s.
case decided lately ·by the Privy Council
on appeal from the Supreme Court of Honduras. In that case there was a registered
title which he was informed was similar
to ~urs, and the question that a title
could be acquired by adverse possession to
land under the Act was settled.
Lord
Watson saidThe appellant company are the owners, duly
registered under the Honduras Lan?s Titles Registry Act, of two parcels of land sItuated on the
Belize River, known as "Erindale" and "Doubleheaded Cabbage."
In ,?eptem~er, 1896; they
brouaht an action of damages 111 the Supreme
Court of Honduras against the respondent 'Willimn Bum Quilter, upon the allegation that he
had wrongfully entered these lands and cut down
timber belonging to them. Before defences were
lodged, the parties submitted a special case
for the opinion of the Court, pursuant to
c. 13, s. 148, of the consolidated laws of the
colony; from which it appears that the respondent meant to rely upon his having been in adverse possession of the land for the period of
20 years before the suit was instituted. At the
hearing of the special case before the Chief J ustice of Honduras, the parties concurred in further stating that the 20 years commenced subsequently to registration of the appellants' title.
The question substituted for the opinion of the
Court was :-" 'Vhether 20 years' possession will
establish a title adverse to the registered owner
of lands registered under the Honduras Lands
Titles Act."
The learned Chief Justice on 23rd October,
1896, answered the question in the affirmative,
being of opinion that the provisions of the Colonial Limitltion Act applied to lands held under
a title duly recorded in terms of the Lands Titles
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Registry Act; and, consequently, that 20 years'
adverse possession by the respondent of the land5
in question would afford a good defence to the
appellant's suit. The ~tatutes of the colony regulating the limitation of rights of entry, distress,
or action, and also the registration of land titles
hal) been from time to time re-enacted, and they
have now been included in the consolidated laws
of 1887, the law of "Limitation of action, suits,
and distresses, etcetera," and that relating to
the" British Honduras Land Registry," formin~
respectively chapters 19 and 106 of that statutory
code. In the argument addressed to their lordships, it was not disputed by the appellants'
counsel that the terms of the Limitation Act, if
taken by themselves, are sufficient to include and
apply to all lands in the colony, whether the title
b such lands be registered or not; and, also, that
the Lands Titles Registry Act contains no pro·
vision which expressly exempts lands held under
a registered title from the operation of the law
of limitation. But they maintained that, by the
Registry Act certain rights and privileges are
conferred upon the holders of a registered title
which are altogether inconsistent with the applicability of the Li.mitation Act to their lands, and
these special provisions must, as matter of plain
implication, be held to exclude the operation of
the Limitation Act upon these lands.

The decision was that a title could be obtained by adverse possession with reference
to land registered under the Act, just the
same as in the case of land not registered
under the Act. There was a difficulty in
getting a new certificate of title. This clause
provided that. a title could be acquired
for such land under the Act, and that
the applicant for the title' must apply to the
Supreme Court to establish his title in all
cases where the land and buildings were of
a greater value than £200. It provided
that where the value did not exceed £200,
th~ application should be made to the Commissioner of Titles. Some honorable members might object to any title by adverse
possession. His contention was that the law
ought to be placed on a logical basis-either
that. there should be no title by adverse posseSSIOn, or else that there ought to be provision made for giving the applicant a title,
seeing that the Statute of Limitations applied to land under the Act. As far as he
had been able to ascertain the views of
lawyers on the subject, they were almost
universally in favour of this amendment of
the law.
An HONORABLE l\1F,MBER.-What would
happen in case the old title turned up?
The HoY). J. l\J. DAVIES said that
would do no great harm. Under the Act it
was all a system of registration, and the
registrar would cancel the duplicate certificate in his office. He begged to moveThat the House agree with new clause H.
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The Hon. D. MELVILLE remarked that
under the existing law there was a strong
temptation to encroach on the boundaries of
otheJr people's land. He knew a case where
a Chinaman's garden abutted on a right-ofway 18 feet wide. Gradually the Chinaman encroached on the right-of-way by
moving his fence, and ultimately the landlor,d got possession of five feet of the rightof-way. That was not a singular case.
The landlord made a declaration that he
had been in possession of the right-of-way
for fifteen years.. In the bush hundreds of
acres of land were held by men living in the
city, or by city banks. The owners of these
lands might not 'have visited them for a
long time, and ultimatel)'., when they did,
found that an adjacent neighbour had
taken possession of portions of them.
The owner might have been paying
the rates, but the man who had bee'n in
possession for fifteen years remained in
possession. The land became the property
of the man who made a declaration that he
had been in possession for fifteen yea,s.
Noone should be able to acquire land in
that way. All this confusion arose through
adverse possession being the law of the
land. The law should be altered to provide th~t no man should get a title by
scheming, or by put6ng up a temporary
fence and ultimately a permanent one on
another man's land. In cases where the
original owner did not claim possession, the
lanel should go to the State or the' munici-

kind of incitement to possess land by merely
fencing it in. He wished to see the public
protected. A man who had a certificate of
title should not lose any of his land through
these encroachments. This law was peculiarl y unfortunate for widows and children
where the husband had been carried off b,death, not having made his family aware of
his purchases and part-payment purchases.
The Hon. E. MILLER said the Attorney-General had stated that the legal profE'ssion were in favour of this proposal.
Some of them were against it.
He had
been interviewed by certain legal gentlemen,
including an ex-member of this House, in
connexion with the proposal, and there had
been a good deal of correspondence in th'"
newspapers on the matter. A certificate of
title was supposed to giy-e the holder possession of the land for ever. It had been
argued that a trustee might enter into collusion with some one to occupy land for a
certain number of years, in order to get
adverse possession. The trustee in that case
would be unworthy of his trust. It was
thought that the c~rtificate of title was inUnder the old
defeasible in every way.
Act there were deeds here, and deeds every;where, but now a certificate of title could
be obtained which ,,-as supposed to be indefeasible for all time. No doubt many
members had read the correspondence which
had appeared in the newspapers.
One
gentleman who wrote to the Argus stated'
that-

p~lity.

The sponsors for the introduction of the Torrens system in Victoria, Mr. James Service and
Mr. George Coppin, when asked in Parliament
why alter the existing law, and what benefit would"
bp. conferred by the change, replied, "That titles
given under this Bill were indefeasible, and this,
was, perhaps, the most important feature of the'
Bill, except in the case of fraud." Messrs. R.
D. Ireland and J. D. V,rood, the two law Minis"
ters of the Crown, vehemently opposed the Bill',
objecting "to constituting indefeasible titles."

Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-But the State
has already been paid for it.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said it should
go to the State, which should ultimately
own all lands.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-You are a
Socialist.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said he was
sufficient of a Socialist to claim on behalf
of the State or the municipality all lands
in that position.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-Suppose the
purchaser has paid nine-tenths of the purchase money?
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said the whole
of the money ought to be paid.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-Suppose he
has paid nine-tenths" and cannot find the
vendor?
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said the purchaser had in that case an equitable right
te> nine-tenths of the land, and ought to
pa V the State the value of the one-tenth.
The thing he wanted to get rid of was this

EYer since then the certificate of title wassupposed to be indefeasible, but now it was'
proposed to alter that.
He could not say
whether or not the alteration would have a'
good effect,. but from a business point of
yiev. . he thought it ",as necessary that there·
should be a title. If there was an allotment in one of our principal streets forwhich no title could be got, no one would'
build on it.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-The CroWD'
could put it up for sale.
The Hon. E. MILLER said the Crown
had parted with the land already. A man'
might put some improvements on it, but not
improvements of a substantial chara:cter, as'
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the title might have been lost. He thought
there should be a title to all land. He did
not see why a title should be granted undel
the old law and not under the new, and,
therefore, he thought that it would be well
to adopt the amendment.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said he
did not know whether members full y under~
stood the exact position in this matter. He
understood thoroughly what this measure
purported to do, and, with all respect to the
Attomey-General, he did not think the honorable gentleman's explanation would convey to every mind the exact and true position of the state of the law in reference to
real property. Under what was called the
general law, or the old law, if a man succeeded in taking possession of certain land,
and held it for fifteen years, he could not
be depriyed of it, but he did not get a title
to it.
The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-He can under
the Act.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD. - Under
the general law he could not get a title,
but he could hold possession.
The man to
whom it really belonged, if he sought to
recover possession, was debarred by the
Statute of Limitations, and that was the
only way in which he was barred, or his
title was interfered with.
I t was just the
same as with a contract deed in which the
Dll,ney mm'~ be sued for before the expiration of six years, otherwise it could not be
recoyered. The debt still Delonged to the
man to whom tne money was owed if he
could succeed in getting it.
It was just
the same with the possession of land. Although some one else might be in possession of the land, the title under the general
law remained with the person who had it.
Tf the man who held land by adverse possessi')l1 wished to sell it, he could not give
a title to the purchaser, nor could be per'suade anybody to lend him any money on
Th1.t was the law until the Transfer ('f
it.
L,mcl Act ,vas passed, and when that me~
sure was passed some sections were introduced into it that did not receive the attention they were entitled to. Proper re. gard was not paid to those sections by rhe
legislators at that time. Those sections enabh~d a person in adverse possession, usually
raned :l jumper, but who might be well
ea ]Jed a land thief-for he was nothing
else, in many cases-they enabled him, if
he could satisfy the Commissioner of
Titles that he had been in adverse
possession for fifteen years, to get a
Many hundreds and
certificate of title.
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eyen thousands of persons had succeeded
in ge~til1g titles in that \vay. As was pointed
out by Mr. Miller, the great feature of
that Act when it was passed was that the
title was said to be indefeasible, and that
if you held land under it no jumper could
take possession against you. The first portion of the Bill was all right, but the latter
part was altogether wrong.
It would enable the jumper to get a title under the
Transfer of Land Act, which, at present,
U ndel the general la IV,
he could not do.
as he had explained, the jumper would simply be in possession, but could not get a
title. But having got a title under the
Transfer of Land Act, he could defy all
other jumpers,
as he would have
an
indefeasible
certificate of
title.
The Committee were 'now asked by this
legislation to alter all that l and enable the
jumper to take that land, and get a
title to it. Surely that was not iust or fair.
The only argument that could -be put forward in favour of the proposal was that it
was a pity that an anomalous state of things
should exist, so that those individuals who
had a title under the general law should
co...lle under one procedure, whilst those who
hEld titles under the Transfer of Land Act
came under another. But surel y the remedy
for that anomaly was to repeal the provi:sions in the Transfer of Land Act, which
enabled jumpers to g'et a title under that
Act for land that was previously under the
general law.
That would be much better
than to enable jumpers of land already
under the Transfer of Land Act to get a
title. The Attornev -General had mentioned
one case of hard"ship that might happen
where a man had purchased a propertv withcut getting a title, and was afterwa;ds unable to find the vendor in order to obtain
from hirr; the necessary transfer. Hundreds
of titles, however, had been obtained unde-r
those very circumstances.
The Hon. J. M, DAvTEs.-The case I
referred to was where, perhaps, nine-tenths
of the purchase money had been paid.
The Hon. T. C. HAR'VOOD said that
in that case the purchaser simply had
to trace out the vendor or his representatives and get a receipt, which would be accepted by the ,Commissioner of Titles. It
was idle to refer to such cases as cases of
hardship, because there was reallv no hard,
ship In 'them. He noticed that ~ Bill had
been introduced in another place to deal
comprehensively with the whoie question ·)f
title by adverse possession, and he would
suggest that the present meaSUle might be
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postponed until the other Bill had been dealt
with.
In the Honduras case, to which the
Attorney-General had referred, the Privy
Council decided that a man who was in
adverse possession was entitled to get a
title, but that decision was based on a
special statute.
The' Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-No. It was
because the Act did not expressly say that
the Statute of Limitations should not apply.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said that
if that decision was good law, there was no
necessity for the present proposal.
The Ron. J. M. DAVIES.-I did not say
that the Court ordered a certificate to issue.
The Court merely decided that the title
could be acquired by adverse possession.
The Hon. T. C. HARWOOD said that
that was very much the same thing. If
the Court decided that adverse possession
entitled the adverse possessor to Ietain the
land, there was no need for this legislation.
His contention was that it was not desirable to facilitate the acquisition of a title by
jumpers. The doctrine of adverse possession
often resulted in cases of great hardship.
Ivlany a man had been thereby deprived
of his property when he should not hayebeen. Six or seven years ago, a case came
to his own know ledge in which a young man
who possessed a small cottage and a piece of
land at Geelong 'went away to sea, leaving
his mother in possession. The mother died,
aed from one cause and another the son did
nol return to this country for close upon
twenty years.
In the meantime the propel ty had been put into the hands of an
agent, but that agent could not be found
when th~ CiW!1er turned up, and the owner
fotlnd rlnt an old lady, who lived close
handy, seeing the house vacant,' had taken
possession of it, and after living in it for
over fifteen years, had got a certificate of
title.
That was very rough on the original owner, and that was the way in which
adverse possession often operated to the injury and prejudice of innocent parties, and
to the advantage of those who were
nothing more or less ~han land thieves.
The Han. J. M. DAVIES stated that
he was unable to accent Mr. Harwood's interpretation of the law.
He understood
the honorable member to sav that under the
general law, a person who had been in possession for the required time - fifteen or
thirty years, as the case might be-did not
get any right to the land, except that. he
could not be ejected from it, and that the
ofigiI1al owner could not turn him out.
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That, however, was not so. The fact was
that the original owner had lost his title
altogether.
The Hon. T. C. HARwooD.-The other
man has not got a title either.
The Han. J. M. DAVIES said that
apart from that, section 43 of the Real Property r~ct provided thatAt the determination of the period limited by
this part of this Act to any person for making
an entry or distress or bringing any action or
suit, the right and title of such person to the land
or rent for the recovery whereof such entry distress action or suit respectively might have been
made or brought within such period shall be extinguished.

Therefore, by that section the title of the
original owner was absolutely extinguished.
The Hon. T. C. HARwooD.-Would you
go the length of saying that, suppose the
owner of the land under those circumstances
succeeded in getting possession afterwards
himself, he could not hold it aga1nst all the
world?
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said that he
ctr~ajnly could not do so unless he obtained a fresh title by adverse possession.
Further, the title of adverse possession was
such that in suits for specific peiformance
against an unwilling purchaser, the person
taking the title by adverse possession was
able to compel the purchaser to complete his
contract. In that case, the title of adverse
possession was sufficient.
It was provided
by section 74 of the Transfer of Land Act
that.
The land which shall be included in any certificate of title or registered instrument shall be
deemed to be subject to the reservations, exceptic,ns, conditions, and powers (if any), contained
in the grant thereof, and to any rights subsisting
under any adverse possession of such land, and
to any public rights of way, and to any easements acquired by enjoyment or user, or
subsisting over or upon or affecting such
land, and to any unpaid rates, and to
any licence granted by the Board of Land and
Works under the Mining Statute 1865, or Part I.
of the Mines Act 1890, and also where the possession is not adverse to t.he interest of any tenant
of the land, notwithstanding the same respectively
may not be specially notified as incumbrances on
such certificate or instrument.

It had been held that the words "interest
of any tenant of the land," referred not
only to the tenant's interest, but to all
interest.
There was a case where the registered owner sold a piece of land, and
the purchaser was in possession, but
had obtained no transf.er.
Then the
registered owner's interest was sold by
the sheriff under an execution.
The Act
provided that a sale by the sheriff should

Transfer of
have the same effect as a sale by the regisThe sheriff executed a
tered proprietor.
transfer to the purchaser, to whom a certificate of title was issued.
When
the purchaser' went to the land he found a
man there, who said he was the tenant in
possession, and that the certificate of title
was subject to all the rights of the tenant
This man said, " It is quit~
in possession.
true that I never got a transfer of the title,
and that I did not lodge a caveat against
the issue of a fresh title." He then brought
a suit in equity against the man who had
the certificate of title, and that man had to
give up the certificate of title, and the
"tenant in possession" obtained it. It had
been decided by the Supreme Court that the
Registrar of Titles had no power under the
Transfer of Land Act to grant an application to bring land under the operation of
the Act where such land was already registered thereunder. That was the reason for
the present proposal. A person in adverse
possessio;} of land, the title to which was
under the general law, could get a certiA person in possession of
ficate of title.
land which was already under the Transfer
of Land Act, and who had had possession
long enough to give him a right to it, and
to bar the registered proprietor, could not
get a certificate of title.
In the particular case referred to--In re Allen, 22
V.L.R., p. 24, Mr. Justice Holroyd saidAnother objection was raised by Mr. Cussen,
that this is a case of hardshIp which the Legis.
Idure never contemplated; that it must have
been intended to provide for cases in which titles
are obtained by adverse possession, and to enable
a person who had the legal title to get himself
registered under the Act in the place of the
former owner; and if, as it appears, no provision
is made for such a case, then there is an omission
ir. the Act itself. Speaking for myself, I cannot
see why, if a person who, as registered owner,
holds the certificate of title, is not the party actually entitled, the applicant cannot prove his
title in a mixed Court of law and equity, and obtain a declaratory judgment compelling the person whose name appears on the register to transfer to him under the Act. 'When he does so, and
has a transfer, such transfer will be registered, as
a matter of course, and registered under the
authority of this Court. For these reasons we
think the application must be dismissed, with
costs.

Therefore, according to the opinion of Mr.
Justice Holroyd, if the original owner happened to be in the State! and available, proceedings could be taken against him, and
he could be compelled to transfer the land;
but the majority of cases were those in
which the owner was not in the State, and
could not be got at, so that these proceedings could not be taken.
Surely, if it was
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the present law that the person in posse::;·
sion could sue even the original owner and
compel him to transfer, it was but right to
provide an easier and cheaper remedy to
enable him to get what were . made his
rights by law at the present time. 'Vhether
that law was wrong was a different question altogether, but at the present time a
man in possession for the required period
had a right to get a title to the land.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD remarked that he quite saw the strength of
the argument that no land should be without a title.
I t would be a very bad thing
for the country if much of the land was in
that position.
At the same time the doc1rine of adverse possession worked terrible
hardship if! some cases
Quite recently a
case occurred in which a man lent monev
on a piece of land, and the interest cOlltinued to -be paid for many years.
Suddenly the payments stopped, and then the
mortgagee discovered, when he attempted
to take possession, that the land was in the
occupation of a member of the mortgagor's
family, who claimed to have obtained a title
to it by adverse possession.
The adverse
possession had commenced before the mortThe question was a most
gage was given.
difficult one.
I f another measure was to
be brought forward dealing with the ques·
tion of adverse possession generally, 'would
it not be better for the Attorney-General to
postpone this Bill for the present?
The Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-Certainly not.
I would rather have the Bill rejected altogether.
It is wanted for certain other
purposes.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT.-We may never
see the other Bill.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-1\O; and if
the other Bill is ever passed, it will do
awav with this clause altogether.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said his
own feeling was that, although adverse
possession caused great hardship in some
cases, it was to the benefit of the State
generall y that it should be possible to make
a title in that way.
Under these circumstances, he Jelt obliged to support the
Attornev-General.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN remarked that hl
had had twenty or thirty years' experience in
dealing with land, and knew several in,
stances in which great hardship had been
occasioned by the absence of leO'islation of
this kind.
The owner or mortgagee who
neglected to look after the land for fifteen
years, did not have much claim to the protection of the law.
The case quoted bv
~Ir. Harwood was exceptional.
At the
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same time there was some justification for
occupying that land, instead of allowing jt
to lie idle.
It was not right that the registered proprietor should get the benefit of
any unearned increment, although he never
came near the land for twenty years. On
the other band, he knew of a case where
a husband deserted his wife and left a
small property of 160 acres, but he took
the certificate of title with him. Since then
the land had been in the possession of his
children and grand-children, but they were
unable to get a title to it. This Bill would
give them the relief they required.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT expressed
the opinion that in dealing with this important question, the CommiItee should
consider whether our laws ough~ to be uniform or not.
As the Attorney-General
had pointed out, when the registered owner
of land allowed it to remain in the possession of other people for more than fifteen
It
years, his title became extinguished.
was absolutely barred by the Statute of
Limitations.
That applied to the original
Crown grant, which was the most sacred
and solemn title that could be given to any
Then it appeared that under
property.
the Transfer of Land Act there was a difference in the way of dealing ,with land
that had been held for fifteen years by adverse possession.
The party who had been
in undisturbed possession during the whole
of that period, and who had probably made
improvements on the land-he might be
called a jumper or a land thief, or anything else-could not De disturbed in his
At the same time he could
possession.
aet no title under the Act as it stood.
I f the land was under the old general law,
however, the man who had done precisely the same thing could have the
land brought under the Transfer of
Land Act, and could then get a
title. He had listened with great attention 'to the arguments of Mr. Harwood, an\.1
certainly thought he made out a very good
case-a very good case until he was so admirablv answered bv the Attorney-General.
Mr. Harwoml's case seemed to rest upon
his :lssertion that under the Transfer of
Land Statute a certificate of title was issued which was indefeasible, but the Attornev -General ,referred to section 74 of the
Transfer of Land Statute, and showed that
the certificate was issued subiect to adverse
possession, hence the indefeasibility of the
1itle referred to by Mr. Harwood did not
exist.
The Hon. T. C. HARwooD.-All certificates of title are not issued subject to that.
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The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-It is not put on
the certificate, but the Act applies even
although it is not put on the certificate.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT stated that
the title was issued subject to adverse
possession according to the Act itself,
and, therefore, Mr. Harwood's argument in
that direction was completely demolished.
The Hon. T. C. HARwooD.-We do not
know that that person is a jumper.
He
ma y have had an equitable title. I f what
you say is good law, we do not want this
amendment.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said he was
quite satisfied with the way the AttorneyGeneral had read the Act of Parliament.
The Hon. D. MELvILLE.-What is the
use of this clause, if that is the law?
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-To get the
parchment.
The Hon. T. C. HARwooD.-The Court
says he is entitled to get it.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT remarked
that the man in possession for fifteen years
of land under the Transfer of Land
Statute had nothing more than a holding
title, and would have nothing more if he
was in possession for thirty or forty years.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-That is all right.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT asked why
it should be all right when, under
the Real Property Act, the man who
was in possession for fifteen years could
come under the Transfer of Land Statute,
and get a title? The policy of past legislation was in favour of recognising that, if
owners of property slept on their rights, did
not exercise any act of ownership during the
long period of fifteen years, and allowed
sOll1e ene else to come in and take possession of their land, their rights were extinguished.
In section 74 of the Transfer
of Land Act this rrovision was put inProvided always that the land which shall be
included in any certificate of title or registered
instrument shall be deemed to be subject to the
reservations, exceptions, conditions, and powers
(if any), contained in the grant thereof, and to
any rights subsisting under any adverse possession.

The Hon. T. C. HAR,vooD.-That is in
reference to land Ul~der the general law
brought under the Transfer of Land Act.
Sir HENRY CUTHBERT said the
marginal note stated " certain rights
and interests need not be specially
mentioned as encumbrances."
Honorable
members need not mind, however, what the
marginal note said, for by the Act itself
they tound that the certificate was issued
subj~ct to the rights of those in adverse
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pos~essj('n.
This being so, why shoul.}
Parliament not place these parties in the
same position as parties under the Real
Property Act?
If he was called UpO:1
to decide the question as between the Attorney-General and Mr. Harwood, he would
say that the Attorney-General was right.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR remarked that
he did not profess to Le a lawyer, nor to
be able to decide oefween lawyers who differed, but he certainly did not like to give
a title t.o a jumper just because he was a
jumper. He would rather si1l1Fly let him
have the advantage of possession if he liked
until he could be turned out, but give him
no title.
The Han. J. M. DAVIES. - Supposing
he is not a jumper, but has paid ninetenths of the purchase money ~ and is still
unable to get a title?
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said he was
speaking now of men who had taken possession of land of their own free will, because
the man who owned it happened to be away.
The whole matter had been much thought
about lately, and a Bill introduced by a
priYal':'! member in the Assembly would come
t! 1) short 1y to provide that land of this kind
should revert to the Crown.
In South
Australia it required forty years' occupation before a man could get adverse possession.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I suppose
they have the old twenty and forty years.
We have the fifteen and thirty years according to the circumstances.
The Hon. T. C. HARwooD.-The South
Australian Act provides that the" shall not
get a title.
' .
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said he could
not see the justice of men getting a title in
these cases, even though Sir Henry Cuthbert wanted to get uniformity between the
The statement of :Mr. Justice
two Acts.
Holroyd, read by the Attorney,-General.
wa~ remarkable, for the learned Judge said
that he would recommend that a man should
be able to compel the owner of the land
who had the title to transfer that title.
The Hon. J. 1\1. DAvIEs.-He said that
he would decide it. as a matter of law, if
it came before him.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR said in common justice it was not right to compel the
owner to give a title to the man who had
jumped his land.
The Han. 'V. L. BAILLIEU.--It Sf!ems
to be so, as a matter of law.
The Han. J. BALFOUR said it clid not
seem to be justice.
The Hon. J. 1\1. PRATT observed that
this, to the lay mind, was a mixed ques-
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tion.
If he bought a horse and paid the
money for it, and then, to put an extreme
case, lost it for ten years, even then, if
he discovered some person using it, and
could prove that he had bought it, ihere
was no Court in the land but "would award
it to him"; but, apparently, if he paid his
money for land and lost sight of it for a
time, he could not recover it. It was argued
that it was his duty to look after it.
Whether that was so or not, the munici·
pality had some right "to lease or use it
for their rates 7 but not to become the owner
of it.
He had never been able to understand why personal property could be
claimed without any limitation as to time,
while real property, for which money had
been paid, and for which a man was registered as the owner, could be occupied for
fifteen years by another man, who could
then tell the registered owner that it did not
belong to him at all. The point had been
hit rightly by Mr. Melville, that either the
municipa.lity or the State should become
I t might be said that the
possessed of it.
State, having once been paid for it, had n.:>
right to resume it again, but certainly the
municipality should have the right.
The Han. J. M. DAVIES.-Do they pay
for it?
The Hon. J. 1\1. PRATT.-No; but the
municipality were the custodians for the
ratepayers of the district, and were
the proper persons to have possession
of these vacant allotments.
In the
discussion that had taken place" the Attorney-General had certainly given the Committee more light on the subject than
l\1r. Harwood, but Mr. Harwood had gone
on the broad British principle, that the
man \\'ho had paid for the land wa.s entitled
to it.
Ire- held that if he had paid for the
land. his right should not be extinguished.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE remarked
that the question was even more comprehensive than previous speakers had stated.
Under the law relating to pawnbrokers, if
goods were stolen and pawned, the owner
could go and recover them from the
pawnbroker.
"When books were stolen
from the Parliament Library," the late
1\1r. Church used to march into the pawnbrokers' shops and pick them up and walk
away w'ith them.
He put it to the Committee, that the owner of land was actually
allowing the forest to grow on it, using his
land in the way he meant to use it, paying
the rates, killing the rabbits, and yet another man had got into possession of a portion of it, and was to be allowed to secure
the title to it in the course of time. By
this method a man could get possession of
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a poorer man's property, which was being man who held the certificate of title, and not
stolen from the true owner every day, and behind the man who had got into possession
that owner could not prove the wrong that wrongly.
Rather than that the man who
was being done to him unless he could af- had got a title in a fair way should be comford to take the case into Court, although pelled to give up his title to the man to
he had been paying all the rates all the whom the land did not belong, the Stare or
time.
Yet he lost his land by this trick, the municipality should be allowed to claim.
and by the peculiar way in which adverse However, he apologized to Mr. Balfour for
possession worked.
What took place in his remark if the honorable member took it
cases where the father and mother died was so seriously.
He (Mr. Melville) did somemost objectionable also. Certain men knew times support the Attorney-General when
that these deaths had taken place, and at- the Attorney-General was right.
When the
tempted to commit a wrong to the children Attorney-General was not right he refused
by jumping the land.
The Act did not to follow him.
He asked the Attorneyalways work as Sir Henry Cuthbert said. General now to stand by the man who was
That honorable member claimed that the in the right, and honestly in possession of
earlier Act gave a title after thirty year~' the land, and not to give the land thief one
possession", but in a curious case that oc- inch of it if he could help it.
currea within his knowledge, a young man
New clause H was agreed with, as were
in 1849 or 18 So left Vi(~toria to go on a also the remaining amendments of the
station in New South Wales as a boundary Assembly.
rider.
When he left he asked his neigh,
The House having resumed,
bour to use his land and take care of it
The CHAIRMAN reported that the
until he carne back, which he expected to Committee had agreed to the amendments
rio with'in a vear or t\vo.
He was, how· made by the Legislative Assembly in the
ever, killed' during that year by being Bill without amendment.
thrown from his horse.
His neighbour
On the motion of the Hon. J. M.
took possession of the land, but himself DAVIES, the report was adopted.
died and left a widow', who occupied the
land for over thirty years.
She married
again, and then she and her second husINSTRUMENTS ACT FURTHER
band were ejected in this way: The father
AMENDMENT BILL.
of the deceased original owner sent from the
The amendment made bv the Legislative
old country thirty to thirty-five years after- Assembly in this Bill was taken into conwards a power of attorney to a well-known sitleration.
resident of Melbourne, who ejected them,
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that the
and recovered the land on the ground that only amendmenr made by the Assembly in
they only held it until the young man re- this Bill was to omit clause 4, which was as
turned. On the return of the heir, that was. follows:the father, the land was, awarded to the
\Vhen a cheque is crossed, either generally 01
representative of the heir" and sold.
specially, and any words are added to the crossThe Hon. J. M. DAvIEs.-The neigh- ing other than such as are recognised by Part 1.
bour went into possession as agent for t'he of the Principal Act as forming part of an
original man. That was not adverse pos- authorized crossing, any banker may disregard
such added words, and shall have no liability in
session.
respect thereof.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said he hoped
that in this case Mr. Balfour would try to The Bill originally had three objects. The
do justice. He wanted the honorable mem- first was that branch banks should be
ber not to stand by the Government this deemed separate institu~ions for certain
purposes, the next was the protection of the
time.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-I object most banker where a crossed cheque was credited
to a customer before collection, and the
strongly to that remark.
The Hon. .T. M. DAVIEs.-Mr. Mel- third was to get rid of fancy crossings.
ville votes against the Government so often The Assembly had agreed to the first two
that he does not like to see anybody else objects, but omitted the third.
Clause 4
voting for them.
was a valuable amendment of the existing
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that in Act, but it was nothing in compariso.n with
this case the Government were taking up a the two other amendments that the Assembly
He agreed with Mr. Har- had agreed to. As the two chief objects of
wrong position.
wood that the man who had the certificate the Bill had been passed, and as clause 4
of title was the man most concerned. Mr. could be made the subiect of future
Balfour's support ought to be behind the legislation, it would be a pity to have any'
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difficulty now, when the two chief objects
of the Bill had been achieved.
He begged
to move-
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compelled by law to keep separate accounts.
If trustees drew a cheque on
a trust account they marked it to that account, which it was quite right that the
That the amendment be agreed with.
bank should protect by dealing with that
The Hon. E. MILLER observed that account only. What Dr. Embling said was
clause 4 was most important, not so much a rule of the banks already, for customers
to the bankers as to t~e public, and it
w~re ~old by everyone of the banks that
would be a pity not to reinstate it. There thIS kmd of cheque was not available until
seemed to be an impression in the Assembly it was cleared. In many instances the law rethat. its object was to protect the bankers, quired agents to keep 'separate accounts. If
but It wa~ far more to protect the public. an agent's private account was bad, and
J'he pubbc ~ad a way now of putring all the bank go~ an open oheque from the
sorts of fancIful crosSIngs on their cheques
age.nt, the bank would very often make
and the result was that the banker had t~
~helf own account good with it. The bankreturn them, which was very unfortunate
laws had come
down now from baeneraIng
•
fo~ the man who drew the cheques.
Unless •
tIOn to generatIOn, and the rules now in exthIS clause was passed the banker would
istence to protect the public should not be
ha ve to return all cheques crossed in this
removed. If clause 4 was passed it would
way, and surely it was in the interests 0'£
release bankers from the necessity of rethe public that that should not be done.
cogmSIng a customer's wishes as to what
Let them put any crossings they liked on
account should be dealt with, and the
the cheques, but let the banker not be made
banker wquld be able to do as he liked
responsible for them. If the clause was
with the cheque, irrespective of whether the
pa~sed, t~e banker could pay a cheque 'on
c?eque
was specially crossed to some parwhIch an Irregular crossing appeared. Evi·
dentl y there was a misconception of the tIcular account. His experience was that
?bject of. the clause in another place, and bankers protected themselves remarkably
If the BIll was sent back with the clause well in all ways, and he had never been
reinstated he thought another place would able to get at ~ ban~er for sixpence. Any
further protectIOn gIven to bankers would
agree to pass it.
The Hon. W. H. El\IBLING stated that i~terf~re with commercial practices estab.
he supported Mr. Miller's view that this lIshed by commercial men, as 'regarded
clause was really a protection to the public. transactions between this and other counIf a man crossed a cheque in the ordinary tries, and between town and countrv.
(The amendment was agreed with~
way it was paid into the account and the
.The
House ~djo~rned at twenty-eight
public and the banker were protected, but if
the cheque was crossed in any other way mInutes past SIX 0 clock, until Tuesday,
the public and the banker were not protected, October 18.
and clause 4 would come in to protect them.
As soon as a cheque was paid into the
bank, as a matter of common rule it was
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
credited to the account, and if th~ cheque
Thursday, October 13, 1904.
was ordinarily crossed it was all right, but if
there was an unusual crossing and anything
went wrong there was trouble between the
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
banker and his customer as to who had to
pay the loss. This clause would prevent any four o'clock p.m.
such trouble. If the clause was omitted the
VENTILATION OF GRIEVANCES.
real trouble would come on the public, for
the cheque would be delayed, and the cus- INFECTIOUS IDISEASES HOSPITAL.-PORT
MELBOURNE LAGOON. -AGRICULTURAL
tomer would have to wait until the oheque
SOCIETIES AND POLITIcs.-MuNICIPAL
was cleared, although he might want to
VALUATIONS.-CASE OF HAROLD P.
dra w on it within twel:ve hours. If the
PETER SEN.-LEGAL COSTS OF BUTTER
clause was not passed, tJhe banker miaht
COMMISSION.
- rVlILK SUPERVISION
say that as this was a special crossing the
'BILL.
cheque was not cleared, and the customer
On the Order of the Day for the House
CQuid not be allowed to draw agajnst it.
The Hon. M. CUSSEN observed that to resolve itself into Committee of Supply,
1\1r. PRENDERGAST said ne desirerJ
he did not quite understand the views of
t,he bank directors who were advocating this to call the attention of the Premier and
clause. In many instances, trustees were of the Minister of Health to the reports

2188

Ventilation of

[ ASSEMBLY. J

which had appeared in yesterday's papers
with reference to the case of a cl:ild suffering from diphtheria, whose admissiol!
to the new Infectious Diseases Hospital
was greatly delayed. He would not say
that this delay was the cause of the child's
death, but it certainly did die after it was
admitted to the hospital. There seemed to
be a misunderstanding as to tl:e responsibility of the municipal councils with reference to the maintenance of this institution, and some of the councils seemed to
desire an assurance that the other councils
would pay their share before patients were
admitted. He hoped tne Premier would
bring in a Bill, making it compulsory that
all the municipalities within tl:e metropolitan area should bear a fair share of the
cost of maintenance. The case that had
just occurred was really a scandal in connexion with our hospital system, and it
might have been easily avoided.
The
present position of affairs was a danger
to the health of the community, and especially to the children, because he understood that t.he only infectious diseases that
were admitted at present were scarlet fever
and diphtheria.
Mr. BENT stated that r~e intended this
day week to introduce the Charities Bill,
and in that measure he proposed to provide for tbe better management, not only
of the particular institution now referted
to, but also of other institutions of a
charitable nature.
Mr. SANGSTER observed that, as this
was recognised as grievance day, he would
like to ask the l\.finister of Health if he
would take immediate steps to l:ave the
Port Melbourne Lagoon cleaned out'? The
negotiations with respect to this question
had been going on now for eighteen month...
or two years. The Port Melbourne Council had written to the Harbor Trust, and
to the Government, and had received promises time and again. When the present
Premier was l\[inister of Health he said
l:e would have the work done, and allow
the question of paying for it to be settled
afterwards. An understanding was come
to that the cost of cleaning out the lagoon
at that time would be about ,£600, and it
was proposed that the Government, the
Harbor Trust, the Port Melbourne Council, and the South Melbourne Council
should each bear a share of that expense.
The Port Melbourne Council, however, declined to have anything to do with it,
because their surface water arained into
the lagoon. There was also a portion of
South Melbourne that drained into the
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lagoon, and the Port Melbourne Council
had to pay for pumping in connexion with
that drainage as well as its own. The
Port Melbourne Council therefore considered that it was very unfair that it
should be called upon to pay any part of
tl:e cost of cleaning out the lagoon, seeing
that if the drainage was a mistake, it was
a mistake made by past Governments in
allowing the council to carry their surface
drainage into the lagoon, and indeed almost
compelling them to do so, !because there
was no other outlet for it.
The sum of
£600 was considered a fair thing at that
time to pay for the work. Since that time,
however, the Harbor Trust l:ad refused to
go on with the work, and it was now stated
that the cost of cleaning out the lagovt1
would be £1,200. The Treasurer had
provided £400 in the Surplus Revenue Act
to pay the Government's share, the Harbor
Trust had agreed to paY£400, and the Port
Melbourne Council was expected to pay
the other £4°°. The work, however, was
The Minister of Health
still undone.
wrote to the Port Melbourne Council on the
I5th August last, statimg that a dredge was
being imported from home, that it would
be here in about eight weeks, and that the
lagoon could then be cleaned out by that
dredge much more easily and cheaply than
would otherwise be the case. The dredge
had not arrived yet, although the eight
weeks had expired, and the Port Melbourne
Council was still trying to get the Government or the Harbor Trust to move in the
matter. Tl:e Port Melbourne Council themselves were not allowed to interfere with
the lagoon, because it was outside their
territory, and even if it were not they did
not have the proper machinery to do the
work. The Harbor Trust had the machinen', and the council wanted the Government to exercise some pressure in order to
get the Trust to go on with the work. On
tl:e 16th September last the Department
wrote to the councilI have the honour to acknowledge the receipt
of the council's letter of the 18th ult., respecting
Port Melbourne Lagoon, and, by the direction of
the Honorable the Minister of Health, to state
that he will have the complaint attended to as
early as practicable after the arrival of the ap·
paratus.
•

The Department therefore was still waiting for the arrival of the new sand-pumping
dredge. That was the last communication
Thev now
the council had received.
wanted to know what the Governm~nt was
going to do. On the 31st August last,
he himself put a question in this House to
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the Minister of Health, and the reply of had expressed the opinion that if the Government waited for the new dredge the
• that honorable gentleman waswork could be doOne for one-half what it
No steps, so far, haye been taken with referwould
otherwise cost. The honorable memer.ce to this matter. It is under consideration,
and the most that can be promised is that it will ber for Port Melbourne seemed satisfied
be done before the summer comes in.
That with that statement, and so did the council.
seemed to be satisfactory to Port MelboQrne.
vVhen he (Mr. Cameron) visited Port MelOf course it seemed to be satisfactory to bourne, the greatest complaint was not
Port Melbourne. Am' move in the direc- with reference to the lagoon at all, but with
tion of cleaning out "the lagoon would be reference to the flooding of the streets
satisfactory to the council j but nothing had owing to the defective drainage.
:Ml'. SANGsTER.-That was why you were
been done vet. When he heard the leader
of the Opposition speaking about the In- asked to visit Port Melbourne-not in confectious Diseases Hospital, he (Mr. Sang- nexion with the lagoon at all.
M1'. E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn) said it
ster) was reminded that the health officers
and the residents of Port Melbourne com- was no use talking any more about the
plained that the presence of the lagoon in lagoon until the dredge arrived. The other
its present condition was causing much day he asked the Inspettor-General to visit
disease-throat affections, and such like. the place, and suggest what the Government
Not only did the residents complain, but a could do. That officer was at present absent
large number of visitors also complained. from Melbourne. but when he returne'd he
A great many people ,rent down to Port (M1'. Cameron) would ascertain his view in
l\lelbourne every Saturday to see the yacht the matter.
The honorable member was
races, and the condition in which they found well aware that the Government had already
the boat harbor in the lagoon was reall" dis- put £400 on the Estimates for this work.
The Port ~Ielbourne Council
graceful.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Is the lagoon likely to
were tied hand and foot, and could do no- b~ cleaned out before the summer?
thing in the matter. The\" could onlv come
M1'. E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn) said he
to the Government and ask that so~ething quite agreed that if it was at all possible
should be done to remove the nuisance. Of the lagoon should be cleaned out before the
course it had been said that Port Mel- heJt of the summer came on.
bourne itself created the nuisanoe, but Port
Mr. BOYD observed that he would like
lvfelbourne created verv little of it. if anv.
Even if it did. it did 'it bv direction of ~n to supplement the remarks of the honorable
~ct of 'pa~lia~ent:, which a-'llowedit to carry member for Port Melbourne, although he
Its drams mto the lagoon. It was the busi- (Ml'. Boyd) now had no particular alleness of the Harbor Trust to have the la- giance to that district. There had recentl y
goon cleared out, no matter who paid for it. been an outbreak of diphtheria at Port Mel
I t had been said over and over again that bourne, and that was a state 6f affairs that
if a man created a nuisance in his own no onE; could contemplate without very grave
back "ard, the Public Health Department alarm. It seemed to him that if it were
would very soon take steps to make him possible for the Harbor Trust to use the
remove it. He was now pleading with the dredges already available. the work of
Government that the:,; should do something cleaning out the lagoon should be taken in
to improve the condition of the lagoon. The hand at once.
Mr. SANGSTER.-They can use them all
Minister of Health could demand that the
Harbor Trust should abate the nuisance. right.
and could see that tI-iev did so.
The
Mr. E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn).-Ko, they
South ~1elbourne Council would not now cannot.
admit any liability in the matter, but some~fl'. BOYD said that so long as the
thing should be done to compel them to we'ather was cool, very little ob1ection could
assist in haYing the nuisance removed.
be taken to allowing the matter to rest in
?vIr. E. H. CA~lERON (Evelyn) re- abeyance until the new sand-pumping
marked that the honorable member for Port dredge arrived, but if there was going to be
IHelbourne had reall" answered his own a virulent outbreak of diphtheria and other
question by informirlg the House that a throat diseases, which were believed by the
promise had been made, that when the ne,,' medical men to be caused very largely by
sand-pumping dredge arrived the Port the existence of this pestilential sewer, then
Melbourne lagoon would be cleaned out. extraordinary measures should be taken to
The Inspector-General of Public 'Yorks relieve the district from that danger.

Vent-ilation of

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr.· WILKINS said he was sorry that
he was not present in the Chamber when
the leader of the Opposition mentioned the
state of affairs at the Infectious Diseases
He understood, however, tha1
Hospital.
that honorable gentleman had obtained a
promise from the Premier that provision
would be made in the Charities Bill to
In his (Mr.
deal with that institution.
Wilkins') opinion, however, the matter ought
not to be allowe1d to remain until the Charities Bill was brought in, but immediate
steps should be taken to improve the present condition of affairs. When Sir Samuel
Gillott was ,Chief Secretary in the Peacock
Gov<mlment he (Mr. Wilkins) urged him to
bring in a Bill compelling all municipalities within the metropolitan area to
contribute to the cost of maintaining the Infectious Diseases Hospital, and that was
the course that should be adopted now. He
believed that all the municipalities referred
to were willing to contribute, but they
wanted to be legally bound to do so. That
was t,he position taken up by the Collingwood Council. They had subscribed £300
towards the erection of the building, and
they would be quite prepared now to contribute towards the cost of maintenance if
a Bill was passed by Parliament making
such contributions compulsory on the part
of all the councils interested.
Mr. COLE CHIN remuiTked that he disagreed somewhat with the honorable member for Collingwood. The reason why many
of t,he municipalities had refused to contribute to the maintenance of the Infectious
Diseases Hospital was that, in the first
place, they were not satisfied with the'" site
of the institution. That objection, however,
could not now be overcome. In addition
to that, the municipalities were, to a large
extent, disgusted with the present management of the institution. It was to be hoped
that the Government would take steps immedia tely to wipe out a number of the people
who, up to the present time, had managed
the hospital so disgracefully, and would
bring about the appointment of other perSQns in whom the Government and 'the
public would have confidence. At the very
threshold of the new undertaking such mistakes had been made, financial and otherwise, that the sooner the present committee
was wiped Qut the better. Dr. W,heeler
had been attacked fOT certain statements he
had made in connexion with the hospital.
He (~1r. Colechin) had not looked into the
matter fullv, but he was satisfied that Dr.
'Vheele~ was a man who could be trusteJ
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quite as much as any of the men who were
acting with him. The Premier knew a.
good deal about the way in which the hospital had been managed, and it was to be
hoped that ,he would not give the committee the fee-simple of the land on which the
hospital stood until a more satisfactory
state of affairs was brought about. Some
of the members of the committee were good
men, but there were others \\'ho were not fit
to manage a merry-go-round, let alone a
hospital. Turning to another subject, he
wished to call the attention of the Premier
to the fact that the agricultural societies of
Victoria as a rule hated party government.
They were getting advances and other assistance from the Government, and at the same
time they were contributing money to the
political organization known as the Reform
Party. Before any money was advanced to
an agricultural society in the future, the
society should be called upon to give an undertaking that it would not contribute moneyto any political organization. Of course,
there could be no objection to those societies
contributing to the funds of the Labour
Party, but the Government should take care
to see that they did not help any other
political party.
Mr. BEAZLEY stated that he desired to
draw the attention of the Minister administering the Local Government Act to a statement which appeared in the Age newspaper
of I I th . October. Assertions had been repeatedl y made in the House as to the val uations made by some of the country shires
in order to secure more monev from the
Government than they were rightly entitled
to. The Age published a report from
Rochester of a well-attended meeting that
was held at Tennyson to consider the
Water Bill. At that meeting Councillor
McIntyre movedThat this meeting is quite in accord with the
main provisions of the' 'Vater Bill now before
Parliament, but, in view of the very large interests at stake, it is of opinion that the landholders should have equal and direct representation on the Commission; also that the Government have a revaluation made of the land affected
within the area, as, in many cases, the municipal
valuations are not So per cent. of the selling
price, consequently the valuations in five years
after the water is applied would involve a fictitious rise in values, and would therefore be unfair
to those rated.
.

Upon this an amendment was moved by a
Mr. Penrose, whose name appeared in the
Municipal Directory as a councillor. This
amendment expressed approval of the
Water Bill, and proposed to ask the local
council to raise the valuations.
On the
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amendment being put, only three persons
voted for it, whilst 60 persons voted for
the motion. The statement made by Councillor McIntyre at that meeting was' so
serious that the Minister administering the
Local Government Act should ascertain
what the valuers had been about in making
such extraordinary valuations. It appeared from the Municipal Directory that
the rate in that particular municipality
was 9d. in the £r. Of course the selling
price of t1le land would not be the same
as the municipal valuation, but there certainly ought not to be a difference of 50
per cent. Therefore, it might be fairly
assumed that the rate was not more than
about 6d. in the £1 on the real annual
value. Honorable members had been told
over and over again that the valuers were
compelled by law to make a proper valuation, yet they had this direct statement
made by a councillor that in that particular
municlpality the valuations were 50 per
cent. below the selling price of the land,
and consiaerably below the real value of
the property. No objection had been
raised in the past by the ratepayers to' t~is
kin<;1 of thing, but immediately a Water
Bill was introduced, under which it would
be n.ecessarv to ascertain the increased value
that was given to the land by ,the ,vater,
they at once began to make complaint
that the muniCipal valuations were too low.
They wanted to scoop the pool whichever
way it went.
Thev wanted to have the
be~efit of low valua'tions when paying the
rates, or when obtaining money from the
Government in the way of subsidy and
otherwise~ and when they found the)T were
going to be affected by the operation of
the Water Bill they were not satisfied. Seeing ,tnat the statement had been made by
a councilTor, and not denied bv one who
was eviaentl v a councillor of the district
-the name' was the same, although the
report did not say fha't he was a councillor
-and certainly not demed bv any other
pe:-son in the room, and seeing that this
happened at a meeting of residents 'Of
Rochester, the matter was so serious that
the Minister should make some inquiries
into it, especially when honorable members
knew that this district was not very far
from that place which was the head-centre
of reform-K yabL'am-where the people
were determined to h::tve everything so well
done, e"crything so pure, that every man
was to pay his debts and every economy
was to L~2 practised. In these circumstances, seeing that those people had proJ
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pounded a good example for other people
to follow, Parliament ought to compel them
to follow the same good example.
Mr. GAUNSON stated that he desired
to bring under the notice, especially of
the Premier, a matter that he though.t of
really immense moment affecting the administration of justice. It was not long
since, in the old country, a man named
Adolf Beck served a sentence of six years'
imprisonment, not one hour of which he
was lawfully entitled to pass. The Government of England had offered him a
sum of £2,000 by way of reparation for
convicting a perfectly innocent man-a
man known to be innocent by the police
who prepared the case against him. He
would read a short quota.tion from the
Law Times of 3rd September of this year,
a journal for lawyers. This was a very
late copy, for it had only just had time
to come to hand. This matter had been
occupying the mind of the people of England, who were now insisting, through the
p:-ess-and they would have it too-on an
investigation, with a view to seeing that the
Crown authorities placed in evidence before
the jury not only the facts which toi?
against the prisoner, but also the facts
that spoke in the prisoner's favour, so that
the jury might know the real truths, and,
therefore, be in a position to- convict or
acquit, as the case might be. This case
went back to 1877. Beck was tried before
Sir Forrest Fulton in 1896, and the case
was now brought up again in the year
1904. This poor unfortunate man was
convicted a second time, and vvas about to
be sentenced when this gigantic fraud upon
the administration of justice was discovered, and the Home Secretary and Scotland Yard had now to look to their position in connexion with the matter. He
would read this extract, because it led up
to the case which he wished to place before
the Premier. Of course it was not necessary for him to say that he was nO,t interested in the case.
It was understood of
every member who addressed the House
that he was not interested in the business
.that he bmught under the notice of the
House. He would like to read this short
quotation, because in his practical experience as a criminal lawver and an advocate
for persons who were charged with offences
-some of whom were undoubtedly' guilty.
while others again might be innocent, and
the jury had to pass upon the merits of the
case-he had seen quite enough to cause
him to be filled with the very gravest apprehensions that matters which told for the
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innocence of the prisoner were not brought
before the jury or the court.
It
seemed to him to be a fine game as to
which was the cleverer lawyer-the professional passion for winning the verdict.
It seemed to be that if a certain barrister
was defending a prisoner, and a certain
prosecutor for the Crown was laying the
case before the jury, there was a battle as
to which was to be the abler man of the
two. This was not the sort of principle
that should enter into criminal investigations. The" quotation wasSir Forrest Fulton has taken the unusual course
of writing a letter to the Times, which appeared
011 Monday last, justifying his. position, and that
of the jury, in the trial of Adolf Beck in 1896.
Noone for one moment supposes that Sir Forrest
did not act on that occasion in accordance with
what he considered to be his duty, and for the
furtherance of justice; but his letter undoubtedly
supports the necessity for an open and impartial
inquiry. The hostile comments that have appeared concerning this unfortunate and extraordinary case are not directed against the judge
and jury, but against those who were responsible
for getting up the case and presenting it to that
judge and jury. The charge, as expressed by
Mr. G. R. Sims, the able writer, who has been
chiefly responsible for bringing the strong force
qf public opinion to bear on the case, is that the
proceedings "are nothing short of a conspiracy
to procure the conviction of a prisoner by suppressing facts which would have secured his
triumphant acquittal.'"
That is the point to which an inquiry must be
directed, for, as we pointed out last week, "a
far deeper question lies behind the whole matter,
and one which must be probed to the bottomnamely, the admi,listration of criminal justice in
this country, so far as Scotland Yard and the
Home Office are concerned." The authorities, while
their duty, certain 1y, is to secure the conviction
of the guilty, at the same time, when a prosecution is taken up by the State, also owe a
duty to the priso.ler to see that he is not improperly convicted. Information within their knowledge tending to show his innocence ought to be
brought before the judge and the jury, no less
than evidence showing his guilt. If it can be
shown that those" responsible for this prosecutio!l
wilfully kept back this information, such persons
must not be allowed to escape. This can only
be discovered by an inquiry, such as we have
indicated, and it is to be hoped that it will not
be long delayed.

He quoted this: for the purpose of intro-ducing a case that had been submitted to
hirr.: by a ge.ntleman holding tte commission
of the peace in Melbourne, and a man for
whom he had a very hig,h regard. It was
true that his (Mr. Gaunson's) particular
function in this House was to represent
the Public Officers, as defined in .the last
Reform Act of everlasting fame. It might
be that he had no right to poke his nose
into other business, but he believed his duty
was higher than simply to represert the
Mr. Gaunson.
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Public Officers." He thought he owed a
duty to the public, and he endeavoured
to discharge that duty by taking a keen
interest in whatever might be going on. The
facts of the case he wished to bring before
the Premier's notice, so that the honorable
gentleman should cause some stringent inquiry to be made into them were these: A
young man named Petersen was, together
with a man named Jones, charged with
cattle-stealing, The formal statement supplied to him, which he had no reason to
doubt, was that Petersen and Jones were
tried at Beechworth in March last before
Mr. Justice Holroyd for stealing a bullock,
alleged to belong to a man named Crawford. The jury were discharged without
finding a verdict, or, to use the phrase of
the man in the street, the jury disagreed.
On the following day these two prisoners
were tried at the same sittings for stealing
a bullock belonging to another man. Jones
pleaded guilty, and Petersen was acquitted.
Therefore, there remained the bullock alleged to belong to Crawford to be dealt
with. In the following month of April the
two men were again tried, this time at Benalla, On the charg.e of stealing Cr;nvford's
bullock. They were on this occasion convicted. The strange part of the case was
that "Jones, the prisoner who was convicted
on the second trial, had made a statutory
declaration that Petersen was entirely innocent. This was one of those cases where
the Adolf Beck case could be used as an
illustration to show that justice might go
awry. He did not impute anything to
the Judge who tried this case, nor to the
jury who convicted. The subsequent statements that had been declared to in such a
way that Jones could be punished for wilful and corrupt perjury, and also subseauent sUltements by others, could be, and
should be, properly· inquired into, and not
perfunctoril y inquired into by the gentleman in charge of that branch of the Government. He forwarded on to the Solicitor-General the kleclaration made by
J ones, together with the statement of the
mother of Petersen, backing up a petition
that she had laid on behalf of her son. He
was informed by the gentleman who had
brought the matter before him-of course,
he only gave it as this gentleman's statement j but if he was asked if he believed
the statement he would say "Yes, most
decidedly "-that when he waited upon the
Solicitor-General on the subject of the petition (for at that time the statutory declaration by Jones had not been obtained, nor
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the further statement of the mother), the
Solicitor-General said that he would not
go behind, and would not inquire inte the
verdict of, a jury in a case tried before a
Judge. Then when he (.iUr. Gaunson) sent
on to tf1e Solicitor-General the other documents he had referred to, pointing out that
in his humble judg,ment there had been a
grave miscarriage-he \"as not going to say
of justice, because he did not for a moment impute nor suggest, nor intend to insinuate the slightest impropriety to the
learned Judge, nor to the jurors \"ho tried
the case-he got from the Solicitor-General
a reply which he would read. In sending
on the statutory declaration to the SolicitorGeneral he pointed out that this was a case
that demanded investigation, in view of the
circumstances of Adolf Beck's case, where
indisputably an innocent man was convicted
through facts that told in his favour, and
that were known to the police, not being laid
before the jury. Life was too short for
him to be running up to see the SolicitorGeneral every day, and one did not get
such an encouraging reception from that
honorable g,entleman, so that there was no
place except the floor of this H'ouse to ventilate grievances of this sort.
Mr. BENT.-Do not be too hard.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was not hard.
He mentioned this case with all due
diffidence.
He only thought that, from
the extraordinary circumstances he had mentioned, it was a case for stringent inquiry
-something out of the common. With regard to the Soliciter-General's reply, were
these letters the stereotyped letters that poor
creatures got when they asked for a further investigation? He did not ask for
anv interference with the sentence. What
he' asked for was an investigation. I f the
man was guilty let him be punished to the
very full, but if he was innocent honerable
members should fly to his rescue rather
than sit on their comfortable little chairs
in the office and say-" Thank God, I am
not as other men are."
The SolicitorGeneral's reply wasDear Sir,
In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of
the 4th instant, enclosing a statement signed by
the mother of prisoner, Harold P. Petersen, in
support of her petition for his release, together
with a statutory declaration by Thomas Jones,
who was convicted along with Petersen, I am
desired by the Solicitor-General to inform you
that this case was carefully and fully considered,
and he declined to advise any interference with
the sentence.

Poor Thomas Jones ,,'as a poor prisoner,
and, therefore, his statement upon oath, or
Sessi01t 1904.-[77]
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the equivalent of 'Oath, was to be treated as
a mere nothing, but Jones took the whole
blame and exonerated Petersen. By whom
did the Solicitor-General mean that the case
was carefully and full y considered? Was
it by the Judge and the jury, or did 11e
mean by himself? How did that statement
of the Solicitor-General accord with the
statement made to him (Mr. Gaunson)-a
statement which 'he believed to b::! quite true
-by the gentleman \\'ho had informed him
about the case, that when he waited upon
the Solicitor-General that honorable gentleman said that he declined to investigate a
case that had been dealt with by a Judge
and jury?
~Ir. BENT.-I believe the Solicitor-General.
Mr. GAU~SO~ said the Solicitor-Genera] did not say that he had considered the
case himself.
Mr. BENT. - He says it has been considered.
~Ir. GAUNSO~ said 'he would promise
the Premier that if there was net an inquiry
he would move for a Select Committee of
this House to be appointed. He was not
going to hav·e the administration of justice
treated in this light fashion, and he would
make a motien in no time over it. He \rould
supply the Premier with the papers if the
Premier would undertake to have an inquiry made. He thought too much of this
matter to let it drop in this trifling fashion.
The Premier was the man who had got the
whip in his hand to flog the rest of hi1l
team, and they \ranted flogging sometimes.
If their old friend, the Premier, was not
the 'head of this team, he did not think they
could hope to last very long. He believed
that was a universal feeling. They were
all good men., but the Premier ,,'as looked
upon as the man.
~Ir. EENT.-All right, dear boy.
Mr. GA UN SO~ said if "all right, dear
boy" would release this poor fellow from prison if he was innocent, he would be very
content. He asked the Premier to cause
a stringent inquiry to be made into the trut'h
of this man's fellow-prisoner's statement,
that the man now serving a sentence was
unjustly suffering. When he adduced the
case of Adolf Beck he showed that such
things could 'Occur, and did occur., and had
occurred, nay, would occur, and t'hat innocent men were serving in His ~1ajesty's
gaols both here and elsewhere. That was
his grievance, and he ventured to bring it
under the notice of the House.
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Mr. GRAY stated that some four weeks
ago this House carried a motion for a return showing a statement of the cost of the
Butter Commission up to date" together with
some other particulars as to the daily legal
expenses of the Commission, and as to any
other expenses in connexion with it. The
;House was entitled to that return. Certain statements had been circulated that in
asking for the return he was actuated
by some· personal motive, inasmuch as
he was connected in some way with
a Mr. Gray, who was being or had
been
examined by
the
Commission
in respect of some of the unsatisfactory
matters that had been investigated. As a
matter of fact, he had nothing at all to do
with this Mr. Gray. He was no relation of
his j he did not know him, and never saw
him in his life before. He merel v asked
for this return in carrying out what'he considered to be his duty as a representative
of the people. He could hazard a guess
that when this return was laid upon the
table of the House both the House and the
country would be surprised at the legal
costs incurred by the Commission.
The
Crown Law Department could very well
have supplied the Commission with all the
necessary legal assistance, and it was not
at all necessary to go outside the Department. He would like to know whether the
Treasurer was prepared to supply the return that the House had asked for.
i\Ir. "VILKINS, by leave" obsen'ed that
he wished to bring under the notice of the
Premier the remarks made by a member of
the Board of Public Health, as reported in
the newspapers to-day. Cr. Woods was reported to have said, referring to the Milk
Supervision Bill, that the position was
simply scandalous.
He
added
that
the ~ieat Supervision Act had been
passed, and had worked splendidly.
He (Mr. Wilkins) said, without fear of
contradiction, and had told the chairman of
the board so recentlv, that that Act was a
complete failure. There was not the slightest doubt in the world about that. Cr:
Woods stated that the position in regard to the Milk Supervision Bill was
simply ridiculous, because the consumers in
the metropolitan districts had been agitating
for the measure for about seven years, and
the Board of Public Health had done all
,that was possible. They had gone to the
Minister, but either the Minister was not in
sympathy with his Department, and not
alive to the wants of the consumers, or else
he did not understand the position. This
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House should not permit any member of
any public body to speak about a Minister
of the Crown in that way. The statement
made by Cr. Woods was untrue, because
the Minister did understand the position
far better than Cr. Woods did. This gentleman went on to say that the time was not
f~ri di~tanlt when the Board of Public
Health should be removed from the influence of Parliament altogether. He had no
hesitation at all h1 saying that he hoped
that the day was not far distant when
the gentlemen forming the Board of Pub·
lie Health would be removed altogether as
being unfit to fill those positions. Thev
did not know what they were talking about
in connexion with the Meat Supervision
Att) under which they did the greatest
injustice to a respectable body of traders
that was ever done to any body of men
in the State of Victoria.
Mr. BOYD.-It is rather new for the
Labour Party to support the :Ministry.
1\1r. WILKINS said the Labour Party
always supported the Ministry when they
were right, and that was not what the honorable ·member for Melbourne did if it did
not suit him. The honorable member supported tbe Government only when it
suited him. He hoped the Minister of
Public Health would make some statement
in order to justify the ~ction that he had
taken, and that a public body outside Par·
liament would not be allowed to make
damaging statements regarding the State
of Victoria which would go abroad. To
read the statement of this gentleman as to
the conaition of -the daIrIes throughout the
State would give an altogether wrong impression. He did not believe a word that
Cr. Woods said with reference to the condition of the dairies that he claimed
to have visited. He defied Cr. Woods to
go with him to-morrow and prove the condition of things that he alleged to exist
between here and Berwick. The statements
were untrue and unjust, and should not be
tolerated on the part of any m~mber of
any public body which was under the con·
trol of Parliament.
Mr. E. H. CA~.fERON (Evelyn) ob·
served that the honorable member for Collingwood had quoted what was alleged tv
have been said by Cr. Woods, whoever he
might be,
at a me.eting of the
Board of Public Health. It was not
true that the Milk Supervision Bill
was shelved.
This Bill was submitted
to him about six weeks ago.
He went
through it} and altered it greatly, because,
in his opinion~ it was a most drastic Bill-
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one that would close up all the dairies in
the country if it was carried out to the
letter as drafted. He gave the chairman
of the board more than one opportunity tJ
consult with him, and on two occasions
he went' over the Bill with that gentleman
and the veterinary surgeon connected with
the board. They altered the Bill, he giving
in to some of the chairman's suggestions,
and the chairman giving in to some of his.
Then the chairman was asked by the board
to interview him afterwards with a view to
making him give more concessions. He refused to do so, and the Bill was in abeyance on that account. Those who submitted
the Bill to him were proposing to load the
people who had to supply milk with so
many restrictions, with anal ytical chemists,
with veterinary surgeons, and with inspectors by the dozen-Mr. WILKINs.-Finding billets for a lot
of friends.
Mr. E. H. CAMERON (Evelyn) said
not only that, but they sought to have authority to use the police, and to send them to
respectable people's places.
He knew,
perhaps, more of the dairies in the vicini tv
of Melbourne, or within thirty miles of ~1ei
bourne, than any other member of this
House, and he could say that tremendous
improvement had been made during the
last ten years. If anyone chose to inspect
the larger dairies, at anv rate, he would
see that they were kept -in capital order.
Everything was clean and tidy, and very
good care was taken as to the people who'
were allowed to milk the cows. He would
not say that there were not a few people
within a mile or two of Melbourne who kept
two or three cows, and as to whom he
could not sav how their business was conducted. Restric60ns were also proposed
in the Bill as submitted to him with reference to the food that was to be allowed to
be given to the cows. If all the restrictions
proposed in the Bill were allowed, 90 per
rent. of the dairies within thirty miles of
Melbourne would be closed.
The motion for the House to resolve itself
into Corr.mittee of Supply was negatived.
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require that any coal or firewood, or any vehicle
used ~or the carriage of coal or firewood in bulk,
~e w~lghed or re-weighed by any sufficient weighmg lIlstrument.
(2) If the keeper of any weighing instrument
refus::s, without reasonable excuse, to weigh or
re-weIgh any vehicle, or coal, or firewood, or if
the keep,er of any weighing instrument so weighs
any vehIcle, or coal, or firewood, as wilfully to
defraud either the seller or the purchaser thereof, or gives a weight ticket or note for any vehicle
or ~ny coal or firewood without having previously
~elghed the same, he shall, on conviction, be
hable, to a penalty not exceeding £20,

and on Mr. McLeod's amendment : That after the first word of sub-clause (2) the
words "any seller of coal or firewood or an';"
person in charge of a vehicle in which coal or
firewood is carried, or if," be inserted.

Mr. 'VATT remarked that when progress
was re,ported the previous evening, he understood that the Minister' was to explain
the exact object of this amendment. 'He
(Mr. Watt) had a decided objection to
the provision in this clause under which
a policeman, as an inspector under this Act,
would be able to do anything with the
vehicles which ran firewood round the metropolis.
He thought that to give those
absur.dly large powers would hamper trade,
and ll1crease, the cost of the article to the
consumer.
Mr. McLEOD stated that this Bill had
been drawn in a manner which required
that it shou I d be considerably modified, because it had been drafted as part of the
Weights and :Measures Act.
'He thought
the best plan would be to put the Bill
through Comrr,ittee with such amendments
as were suggested, and then he would consider the whole measure on the report. Subclause (I) of this clause provided thnt
any seller or purchaser of coal or
firewood,
or
any person in charge
of a t;ehicle in which coal or firewood was carried, or any inspector might
require that the coal or firewood, or the
vehicle used for the carriage of coal or
fire.wood in bulk, should be weighed or reweIghed by any sufficient weighing instrument. But there was no penalty provided in
cases of refusal to do this, and the object of
his amendment was to provide that if the
seller refused to weigh, he also would be
COAL AND FIREWOOD SALE
liable to the penalty mentioned in subREGULATION BILL.
The House went into Committee for the, clause (2).
Mr. MACKINNON said that he thought
further consideration of this Bill.
Discussion (adjourned from the previous th.e honorable gent1eman in charge of the
day) was resumed on clause 4, which was BIll was altogether too modest about these
provisions.
He (Mr. Mackinnon) did not
as follows:(I) Any seller or purchaser of coal or firewood, think that there was the difficulty that the
He was afraid that
or any person in charge of a vehicle in which Minister suggested.
\Vhat
coal or firewood is carried, or any inspector, may this Bill was hardly understood.
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the :\linister proposed to do now was this:
In the first sub-clause there was a provision
that anyone might require the article or
vehicle to be weig,hed or reweighed.
~1r. WATT.-Any inspector.
~[r. ~ll\CKINNO~ said that that might
be requuea by any Inspector or any seller
or purchaser, and the Minister had pointed
o~t. that there. did not seerr. to be any proVISIon for forcmg the seller to weigh.
But
that might have been done advisedly. Ta'lie
the case of a man who delivered a tou of
coal or wood at some customer's place. If
that customer was a disagreeable person,
lncl had a grudge against the seller, he
~ould insist on the seller going and weighmg the coal or wood.
That seemed to be
Under the clause as
a large power.
drafted, the purchaser would have the
right to refuse to take deliver\" or he
migh t take delivery, and, having ~easured
the \\"Ood or coal, proceed ~gainst the seller
for giving him false ,,·eight.
. An HONORA~LE MEMBER.-Is a person
hke.ly to deal wIth anyone he has a grudge
agamst?
:\[r. l\1ACKINKO~ said that one could
neyer tell what might be done.
At any
rate, t1!e vendors might be put to great inconvemence.
:\lr. BOYD.-If the seller wanted cash
on delivery the purchaser, under this
amendrr.ent, could put him to a, lot of
trouble.
Mr. MACKINNON said that he was inclined to think that the seller had been adA penvisedly left out of sub-clause (2).
alty of £20 was a severe one for refusal
to weigh goods when they were delivered.
He thought there were sufficient penalties on
fraudulent sellers in clause 3.
He would
suggest that the penalty for the refusal on
the pa!·t of the seller to have the articles
weighed or reweighed should be not exceedA penalty of £20 was a very
ing _+'2.
heavy one.
McV,'OD.-It is not to exceed that.
:\lr. l\{AC KINNON said that he was inclined to th' nk that this Bill would work
without the Minister's amendment at all.
It was perhaps not quite in order, but he
might mention, in regard to the 10 cubic
feet qllf'stion, that he had been reminded this
mon1ing by a gentleman in the trade that
it was the honorable rr.ember for Lowan
who was Iesponsible for that being selected
as the minimum quantity.
Perhaps the
honorable member had forgotten that. This
Bill had practicall y been in existence for
. two years, under two different ~1inisters,

Mr.
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and he thou~ht that the Minister took a
much more modest view as to the value
of the provision in the Bill than he was
justified in doing.
Mr. BOYD stated that it had occurred
to him as being quite possible that there
mig~t be people who had a particular set
agamst a wood merchant, and under this
amendment they could put him to interminable trouble by ordering wood, and, if cash
had to be paid on deliveI y, refusing to pay
until the wood was taken away and
weighed. There were as many people who
would do that as there were dealers who
would try to take their customers down.
Probably that was what was in mind when
this Bill was be~ng drafted. If the Minister insisted on his amendment, the honorable gentleman might consider the matteI
in the light of what the honorable member
for Prahran had said, and state upon the
report whether he still thought the ·amendment was necessary.
Mr. McLEOD remarked that the object
of this Bill was to moted those who were
least able to protect themselves. People
who ",ere able to bu\' firewood and coal in
large quantities were able to protect themselves. If the clause was left as it was it
would be possible for a fraudulent dealer
to go round with a deficient weight of firewood~ and~ when challenged by an intending purchaser as to the weight, the dealel
With this
would go away and escape.
amendment, if the dealer refused to have
the wood weighed when called upon to have
that done, he would become liable to a
penalty, the implication being that he was
afraid to reweigh it. It would be noticed
that in clause 6 the council of any municipality could make regulations as to the distance a person would be required to go to
reweigh. He was prepared to consider this
matter later on, for he intended to reconsider all the amendments and the suggestions that had been made.
Mr. WATT observed that while the Minister was consideI ing the various suggestions
that had been made, he might consider if it
woul d not be wise to confine the operation
of this Bill to 'Melbourne and suburbs.
Mr. McLEOD.-I am going to confine it
to cities and towns.
1\1r. WATT said that there was where the
chief impos'ition took place.
The amendment was agreed to, and the
clause, as amended, was passed.
Discussion took place on clause 5, which
was as follows:(I) Any inspector may at all reasonable
tim.es enter any building, or part of a building,
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or other place in which coal or firewood is sold,
or ~ept, or ~xposed for sale, and may stop any
vehIcle carrymg coal or firewood for sale or for·
deliver~ to, a p~Hchaser, and may test any weights
and welghmg mstruments or measures found in
any such place or vehicle, and may weigh or
measure any load, sack, or other less quantity
of ,coal or firewood sold, or offered for sale, by
wt:~ght, o~ measure found in any such vehicle, or
whIch IS ~n course of delivery to any purchaser,
(2) If It appears to a Court of Petty SessiOI~s
that any load" sack, or less quantity, so weighed
or measured, IS not sold or offered for sale, by
weig,ht in tons, hundredweights, or quarters, as
herembefore provided, or is of less weight or
measure th~n that repr~sented by the seller, the
person sellmg, or keepmg, or exposing the coa:
or firew,ood for sale, or the person in charge of
the vehIcle (as the case may be), shall, on conviction, be liable to a penalty not exceeding £5,
~h. McLEOD stated that, as the honOlable member for Essendon had pointed out
the previous night, this clause had been
drafted with a view to its being carried out
by an inspector of weights and measures.
He proposed to amend the first part of the
clause to read, "Any inspector of weights
and measures may at all reasonable times,"
and lower down he intended to insert the
words "any inspector" after the ,,"ords
'" vehicle, and." -That w'Quld be restricting
the inspector of weights and measures to his
proper sphere, and the other inspectors to
their proper sphere. He begged to moye-

That the words " of weights and measures" be
inserted after the words "Any inspector."

Mr. WATT said 'he thought the amendment would remove his objection to the provision. But if the l\1inister was going to confine the operation of this measure to cities
.and towns this enlarged functiQn of an inspector would not be wanted. He thought
that every city and town had an inspector
{)f weights and measures.
Mr. - McLEoD.-Thev form unions. and
have one inspector for "three or four towns.
In a city too much would depend on one
inspector.
Mr. WATT said that it was usual to
authorize a combination of municipalities
tQ appoint one man to act.
Mr. McLEOD.-Each council would have
to aglee upon a set of instructions, and the
inspector would have to do things out of
his duty.
Mr. WATT said that another objection
he had was this, though it mig'ht have been
taken with greater force on the definition
clause. Parliament was constantly putting
work on the policemen, and sometimes work
'Of a disagreeable kind, and sometimes ,..-ork
for which they were not particularl v qualified. This was a case where the policeman
might do his work to the detriment of trade
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if he was not a discreet man. Sometimes
however well selected, a policeman was nof
the most discreet man to put in charge of
Acts of Parliament, and he would ask the
Minister to consider the question of cutting
the constable right out of the Bill.
Mr. PRENDERGAST stated that he
hoped .the Minister would not permit the
woras In the measure in reference to police
The
officels to be taken out of the Bill.
inspector could not catry out the duties
in all cases, and the -inclusion of the
policeman was not a surplusage. It was
not the wood seller the inspector had to
protect, but the wood buyer. What was
wanted was that people dealing with
wood s'ellers should be able to put
themselves in communication with the
inspector or officer without running to
the town hall to see a man who
might not be within reach for some
days. The object of putting the provision
with respect to the policeman in the Bill
was to protect the honest dealer as well as
the buyer. Some of the people who sold
underweight WQod were sli ppery customers,
and would know how to get out of a tight
place, and unless there was a means of
taking immediate action there would be
great difficul~y in carrying out any proceedings against them. They would escape by
going away with their load. In the case
of some municipalities an inspector was engaged by several municipalities which had
a weights and measures union. r:rhe inspector of those municipalities might have
to cover a large area, and a person who
wished to see the inspector might have
to ride a day's journey before he could
communicate with the inspector and get
him to carry out the Act.
The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. McLEOD movedThat the words "any inspector" be inserted
nfter the words" vehicle, and," (line 8).

The amendment was agreed to.
Mr. McLEOD movedThat in sub-clause (2) the words "as hereinbefore" be struck out, and the words "except
as herein" be inserted.

The amendment was agreed to, and the
clause, as amended, was passed.
lDiscussion took place on clause 6, providing that the council of any municipality
might make by-laws ",ith respect to the
sale of coal.
:Mr. ELMSLIE said that in this clause
it was provided that any municipality
" may" make by-laws. Did that mean
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Mr. BOYD stated that he thought it
(' shall" ? If the matter was left to the
sweet will of the councils there might be a would be better if it ,:vas provided that the
Act would apply to all the municipalities
chance of their not framing by-Ia,~s.
Mr. McLEoD.-" May" in this case with respect to which the Governor in Council passed an order.
means "shall."
Mr. WATT called attention to paragraph
Mr. COLECHIN.-N ewtown and Chil well
(d), providing that regulations might be and Geelong West are ve,ry important cenmade for "fixing the fees to be paid for tres.
the use, for the purposes of this Act, of
Mr. WATT said that in view of the fact
any weighing instrument." The councils that it would be necessary to bring in every
might fix increased fees, and that would borough by petition, it would be as well
mount up the price of the wood or coal that rhey should include boroughs in this
supplied.
clause.
Mr. McLEoD.-They have that power
Mr. McLEOD. - The boroughs include
under the Act at present.
some very small places to which the Act
Mr. BOYD stated that he thought there should not be applied.
should 'be some stipulation with regard to
Mr. WATT said that there might be
the price which weighbridge-keepers under
the Act should charge for specific quan- some to which it should apply.
Mr. McLEoD.-I ,vent carefully into
tities. If there was a heavy charge it would
become a severe tax on the consumer, be- this.
Mr. WATT said that a similar provision
cause it was evident that in that case it
existed in connexion with the Factories Acts,
would not be the seller who would pay.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The seller weighs and some parts of the shops provisions, by
eyerything now. There are several public which municipalities could have those Acts
weighbridges round Melbourne where they extended to them. If the great centres of
Newtown and Chilwell and Geelong West
have to go now.
Mr. McLEOD stated' that he thought were languishing to be brought under a
the councils would protect their own rate- firewood dishonesty suppression Act they
pa yers, and that was the object of leaving oould petition the Governor in Council,
who would, no doubt, accede to theh rethe matter in fhe hands of the councils.
quest, especially when they were repreThe clause was agreed to.
:Mr. McLEOD moved the following new sented so ably in this Assembly.
Mr. McLEOD said that 'if they specified
clause:some boroughs there might be a difficulty.
B. This Act shall only apply to cities and towns The plan he proposed was, he thought, the
within the meaning of the Locar Government Act
1903, but may be extended by the Governor in simplest. It meant that they would have
Council to any other municipality, or portion to send a petition to the Minister of Public
thereof, on petition of the cou~cil of such muni- Works under the seal of the council.
cipality.
~fr. WARDE expressed the opinion that
The cities covered by this clause were the Act should be extended to such muniMelbourne, Ballarat, Bendigo, Colling- cipalities as the Governor in Council deter'wood, Fitzroy, Footscray,
Hawthorn, mined.
Mr. McLEoD.-How could the Governor
Prahran, Richmond, St. Kilda, and South
Melbourne, and the towns were Ballarat in Council be set in motion?
East, Brighton, Brunswick, Caulfield, EsMr. "VARDE.-By petition from the
sendon, Geelong, Malvern, Northcote, North people.
Melbourne, Port Melbourne, Warrnambool,
Mr. McLEoD.-Then we shall have to
and Williamstown. There were thus eleven specify the number of petitioners.
cities and twelve towns.
He thought a
Mr. WARDE said that the municip".1
general clause like that would be sufficient. council represented only one section of
The only places that might be thought to be the community-the property-owners. There
unwisely left out were Flemington and Ken- were hundreds of pebple in each district
sington, Geelong 'West, Kew, Oakleigh, who were not property-owner,s, and who
N ewtmvn and Chilwell . and Coburg shire.
could be benefited by this legislation. The
An HONORABLE MEMBER.~AU those borough of Flemington and Kensington had
ought to be brought under the operation of a population of I6,000 people, mostly workthe Act.
ers, whom this measure could protect
Mr. McLEOD said that they could come against dishonest traders; but if the council
did not fall in line with them they would not
under the Act by petition.
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xeceive the benefits of this legislation. He
Mr . WARD E said he would repeat the
hoped that on petition such a borough as notice. I f members desired to protect the
that might, by Order in Council. be brought public and the honest traders they ought
under the operation of the Act.
to carry this new clause.
Mr. WATT said he hoped the Minister
Mr. GAUNSON stated that he noticed
the Bill provided that coal was to be sold would not consent to adopt the new clause.
only in tons, hundredweights, or quarters. The Bill was quite Draconian enough as it
He had seen persons buying 6d. worth of was, for it proposed to inflict more severe
penalties than any other measure he could
coal.
Mr. MACKINNON. - That has be,en remember. A man, if he refused to weigh
his load of wood, could be fined £20.
amended.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-And he might be
Mr. GAUNSON said that there were
fined IS.
many more poor people in this country than
Mr. WATT.-Or £20. The honorable
was supposed.
If this Bill was for the
protection of the sellers, .and not the buyers, member for Prahran, who was the political
father of the Bill, and l:ad defended it
he would say, "God help the buyers.'"
whenever it had been assailed, had stated
The clause was agreed to.
that this £20 penalty was far too sweepMr. WARDE proposed the following new ing. If a man was found guilty of reclause:fusing to obe)~ an inspector, a penalty of
£5 was enough. The honorable member
A. If any seller of coal or firewood is twice
for Flemington proposed that if the man
convicted of any breach of the provisions of this
Act a member of the police force shall forth- was twice convicted a notice was to be posted
with, after the second conviction, post, and keep 0'1 his fence or his premises that he was a
posted for the period of one month, upon the dishonest trader. A policeman would have
building, or part of a building, or other place to go around every morning to see that
in which such seller carries on his business, a
printed notice that such seller has been twice con- the children of the locality had not torn
victed under this Act, and st[l.ting shortly the the notice down.
n::tture of such breaches.
Mr. W ARDE.-The policeman would go
around on his ordinary lbeat.
He said that if a clause of this character
Mr. WATT said the place might be a
was passed it would be more effective than
all the penalties, and an army of inspectors long way off the track of his beat. The
would not be required to enforce the Act. Committee might just as well provide, as
It was intended to protect the poorer class was done in America in the early days, that
of citizens from dishonest traders, and to a scarlet letter should be put on the man.
protect honest traders against dishonest Members might just as well decide to brand
competitors. The Licensing Act made pro- these men with a red-hot iron, or tar and
vision for posting in public-houses a notice feather them. He hoped the Committee
if the licensee had been convicted of would not shatter its reputation for sanity
by accepting the new clause.
adulterating the liquor.
Mr. FAIRBAIRN said he hoped the
Mr. WATT.-The notice has never been
Minister would not accept the proposal, as
posted under the Licensing Act.
it was altogether too drastic. There was a
Mr . WARD E said he had seen a notice great. deaT of notoriety attached to one proposted in a bar in Bourke-street. A similar secutIOn. It would soon become known to
provision to this was in operation in France the people without the exceedingly obnoxand in Germanv in connexion with the adul- ious proposal to actually post on the
teration of fo~d. On the second reading wretched man's premises a notice stating
he was rather inclined to the belief that the that he was a:n offender. The honorable
notice should be posted after the first con- member for Flemington had stated that
viction, but he had since come to the con- there was a similar provision in the
clusion that that ,;yould be rather too severe, Licensing Act. That provision had fallen
and. that the man should be given an oppor- entirely into disuse, and that showed that
tumty to make amendment.
Where the the sense of the community was against it.
offence was committed a second time it He would be sorry to see a free countrv
showed deliberate defiance of the law and ]ike this adopt the" practices that prevailed
that the man was past redemption.
in countries like Germany.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-What ,,"ould
'Mr. McLEOD said he hoped the honoryou do with a man convicted three times?
able member for Flemington would not
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press his proposal. If the honorable member looked into it he ,,·ould see that he
drew no distinction between the different
offences under the Bill, some of which were
very trivial. It was an offence to sell a
smaller quantity than 10 cubic feet without
weighing the wood, and there were three or
four other trivial offences. Drastic proposals of this sort very often defeated theiI
own object. In cases where a man was convicted twice the magistrates would be sure
to inflict a heavy penalty. The new clause
proposed that the notice should be posted
for one month on the man's premises, but
what was to hinder the man from moving to
some other place?
?dr. ~'lAcKINNoN.-The notice will follow him.
Mr. McLEOD said that the proposal
could be evaded by the man's removing to
other premises.
~lr. BOYD said there was a point
that had not been mentioned. If the man
who was taking a load of wood to a customer let some of the ,rood fall after it
had been weighed, and an inspector discovered that the weight was short, or if the
carter sold some of the wood or coal on the
way, it would render the proprietor of the
wood and coal yard liable to this penalty.
He was glad the Minister had decided not
to accept such a drastic proposal.
)1r. TOUTCHER remarked that according to the proposal, .the notice c~uld be
posted on the ba~k door of the premises,
f?r there w~s nothmg. to show in what partIcular place the notIce should be posted.
An employe who wished to do an injury to
his employer ~vould be able to do so by
delivering short weight, and he had known
m:n that were capable of doing such a
thmg. The employer might be convicteLl
thro~gh such ~ctions as these on the part
Of. hIS employes. It would be a dangerous
thmg to put such a power in the hands of
employes, and he would be very sorry to
support such a drastic proposal.
~1r. MACKINNON said he hoped the
honorable member for Flemington would
not persist in his amendment. He understood the honorable member's motive j but
it was not desirable to impose a punishment
which was of a continuous nature, and
The
would place ignominy on the man.
man would be held up to ridicule for a
month. The provision in the Bill was sufficientl y stringent.
"
Mr. McCUTCHEON stated that he desired to make a gentle appeal to the 'honorable member for Flemington on behalf
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of the police. Some reference had been
made to the policeman being on his beat,
but- this would beat the policeman. If the
honorable member for Flemington wished
his proposal to be effective, he must make
provision against the pulling down of the
notice by making it a criminal offence. It
might be necessary to keep a policeman on
the premises all day. The policeman might
have to remain on the premises all day with
a pot of paste and a few hundred notices,
and too much money might be laid out on
paste and posters.
i\Ir. BEARD said he hoped the amen'dment would be accepted. Members should be
anxious to make the Bill most effective in
protecting the public. The notice was only
to be posted after the second offence. The
new clause would prove more effective than
any other punishment proposed, and would
have a greater moral effect on traders than
any amount of fines would. Manv men
were willing to pay fines. As the -'honorabl~ member for Flemington had pointed
out, the idea was not new, as it obtained
in other countries, and had been found to
be most effective.
JIr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens.) stated that
he ,ras sorry the honorable member for
}"lemingt-on haLl not acceded to the request
to withdraw his drastic proposal. It would
?~ highly improper to mete out such a punIshment to any man who committed the
offences mentioned in the Bill. He did not
know whether the honorable member who
moved the new clause and those who supported it- had ever been engaged in business.
If they had they would know that the
employer was very often put into a peculiar position by his employes. Our laws
should be so framed as to be reformative
in their effect. The honorable member for
Flemington might as well propose that the
offenders should be branded with the broad
arrow on their foreheads. The offence
might be accidental.
Mr. WARDE.-Would it be likely to be
accidental twice? .
JIr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-Yes, and
three and four times.
He could cite
numerous instances in which employers had
been put in awkward positions by their employes.
The Committee divided on the new
clauseAyes
18
Noes
29
~1ajority

against the new clause...
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:Mr. McLEOD proposed the following
new clause., to come after clause 1:This Act shall come into operation on the 1st
day of January, 1905.
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1\Ir. BEKT.-Yes, loss.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Why did not you
put it out at proper interest?
Mr. BENT said it was suggested from
the Opposition side of the Chamber last
night that because he had inserted in the
schedule to this Bill item 2, "Construction of an electric street railway from St.
Kilda towards Brighton Beach, £19,500,"
it would be like what was called "getting
a leg in."
Kow, to show honorable members ,that he had no desire to "get a leg
in," he was prepared to alter the schedule
by omitting that item, and amending the
third item in the schedule to read as follows : For the construction of" such railways, electric
tramways, and works connected therewith, including rolling·stock, as Parliament may by any
Act direct, £90,8i2 5s.
. .
-

He thought he would be keeping the promise he had made by. submitting that
amendment.
Mr. Be.azley's amendment was agreed to.
Mr. BENT moved-That item 3 be amended to read as follows : For the construction of such railways, electric
tramways, and works connected therewith, ,including rolling-stock, as Parliament may by any
Act direct, £9o,8i2 55.
.
2.

The amendment was agreed to.
The schetlule, as amended, was agreed

to.
The new clause was agreed to.
The Bill was then reported, with amendThe Bill was then reported with amend- ments, and the amendments were considered
ments, and the amendments were ordered and adopted.
to be taken into consideration on Tuesday
On the motion of Ur. BENT, the Bill
next.
was then read a third time.
:Mr. BENT stated that in order to give
TRA~IWAYS ACT (PART IV.)
honorable merrlbers an opportunity of conA}fENDMENT BILL.
sidering the proposal for the construction
The House went into Comrrlittee for the of an electric street railway from St. Kilda
further consideration of this Bill.
towards Brighton Beach, -he would go on
The CHAIRMAN.-When progress was with the Bill for that purpose on Tuesday
In the meantine honorable members
reported last night, we were considering next.
an amendment moved by the honorable mem- could have a look at the place, and conber for Abbotsford, omitting item 2 of the iiider the various re.ports that had been laid
on the table.
schedule.
~lr. BENT said he stated last night
that a considerable sum of money had been STATE SCHOOL TEA'tHERS BILL.
lost through the .{137,872 5s. to the credit
Mr. MACKEY moved the second readof the Country Tramways Trust Fund al- ing of this Bill. He said-It gives me
n.ost lying idle. He stated the amount at very great pleasure to have the privilege
£13,000.
To-day he had had a return of moving the second reading of the State
prepared, and found that for considerable School Teachers Bill. I am certain that
periods the interest received for this rrloney the members of the House who have had
had been only 3 per cent., 2' per cent., and the time and who have taken suffici,ent inI
per cent., and that the total loss thus terest in this measure to master its prinoccasioned amounted to £54,854 13 s. 9 d . ciples will agree that the passag,e of this
Bill into law will mark an epoch in the
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Loss?
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education system of this State.
Owing
to the peculiar history of our Education
Act, a number of most extraordinary anomalies have crept into the system. The result has been, first, that those teachers who
are now in the service feel completely
crushed and disheartened by the fact that
the doing of good work brings with it
no reward. One of the consequential results has been that our service has become
a recruiting ground for the Governments
of neighbouring States, particularly those
of New Zealand and Western Australia.
Those Governments actually send officers
here among our teachers, recognising their
value and worth as educational experts, and
are offering inducements-not great inducements, but, simply because our own system
gives no hope to those who remain in the
service, those which otherwise would be
yery ordinary inducements are sufficient to
cause some of our best teachers to leave the
service of this State. Further than that,
we find that it has now become almost impossible to induce male persons to enter the
service at all, simply because the service
offers no prospect whatever to any youth
who is anxious to better himself in life,
and who, under other circumstances, would
desire to select the work of education as his
sphere of action.
Mr. MACK1NNON.-Trade gives him a
better opportunity.
:Mr. MACKEY.-An admirable summary of the Bill was published in the
metropolitan newspapers, and in a number
of country newspapers, and that will save me
a gieat deal of trouble and a great deal
of time in endeavouring to make the measure clear. All I propose to do to-night
on the second reading is to indicate, as
shortly as the importance of the measure
allows, its leading features. Now, with
regard to the method of payment of our
teachers, the Education Act of 1901 abolished the old and antiquated system of
payment by results. Our teachers have not
been paid by results since the year 1900.
The last examination for results was held
in that year. Owing to the report of the
Royal Commission, and the evidence adduced bef'Ore that body that the system of
payment by results was a belated system,
a system condemned by educational experts
all the world over, Parliament, after
consideration, determined to abolish that
system, but, unfortunately, Parliament
had not the time, or certainly did not make
an opportunity, to go fully into any well
thought-out system that might be substituted
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The result has
for payment by results.
been this: Given a teacher in any suburban
or country school, the pay of that teacher
was, say, £,200, and the results were, say,
90 per cent. The salary of that teacher
for the year 1900 would then be £290.
That teacher, if he remained in that school,
has been getting-with certain limitati'Onsthat payment of £290 per annum ever
since. We have this further extraordinary
result, that the percentage results obtained
by the teacher of any school in the year
1900 have become fastened on to that school
since that time, no matter what new teacher
may have taken the place of the teacher
who earned those results. For instance,
take the case of a teacher at, say, Seymour. It is thought desirable to transfer
him, say, to Apollo Bay. Before the transfer he was getting, say, £200 fixed salary
and £95 from results, or a total of £295.
He is transferre.d to a school of the same
class at Apollo Bay, and he takes the place
there, perhaps, of a wholly inefficient
teacher "Those results in 1900 were only 70
per cent. Therefore, he gives up a school
in which the results were 95 per cent., with
payment on that basis, and he has to take
up a school where the results were only 70
per cent., with a corresponding, reduction in
pay. And the converse of this happens
also. An inefficient teacher who had poor
results at the last exarr.ination for results,
if he is transferred to a school where the
previous teacher had excellent results, will
get the excellent pay which follows the excellent results obtained by that oth~r
teacher.
The r'csult has been that
where transfers have taken place, men
who are comparatively inefficient are beiilg
paid in many cases on the good work done
by their predecessors, whilst good, efficient
teachers are being paid upon a scale measured by the inefficient work of their predecessors and not upon their own work at
all. The object of this Bill is to get rid
of that system, and I think this House will
be unanimous t'hat that system, 'Or rather
want of system" should not be allowed to·
continue. Shortly put, then, the proposal
is that after the coming into operation of
this Act teachers will continue 'On the salaries they are earning at present until the'
changes which I shall indicate later on
take place. But no teacher will get an il~l
mediate rise in salary as the conse~:J.Uel1c~'
of the passing of this measure inti) law.
1\1r. J. W. B1LLSON (Fitzroy).-And'
those who are baOly treated now will continue to be badly treated.

State School
Mr. MACKEY.-Well, we have to commence a new system.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-But is
that not a fact?
:Mr. MACKEY.-Yes, it is a fact, an.!
unfortunately there is no means. of remedying it unless the Treasury had unlimited
cash at its disposal.
If we were to take
the cases of those teachers who have been
badly treated during the last three or four
years, and were to attempt to put them
into the position to which their good work
really entitles them, we would also
be co:npelled to try to accomplish
the correlative and impossible ta~k of
endeavouring to reduce other teachers
to the position they ought properly to
occupy.
'What the Government say is,
"Let them all start from where they an:!
now, and the wholesome operation of th,s
Act will soon produce that desirable s:::pa·
ration between tfie good and the bad teachers.' I Let me indicate another anomaly
which has existed since the year 1895. In
that year another Education Ad was passed.
It increased the number of classes from five
to eight, and it decreased the number (It
schools in each class. For instance, take
the 5th class. There were 1,400 schools
in that class in the year 1895.
Remember at that time the teacher's clas ..
sification followed ,the classification of the
school. If his school went up from the
5th to the 4th class, his classification went
up also. The Act declared that there were
not to be more than, I think, 546 schools
in ,the 5th class. Immediately prior to the
Act there were IAOO schools in the 5th
class, and, therefore, 1,400 teachers in
the 5th class. You had then that difference between 546 and 1,400 teachers in
excess of those the Act allowed to be placed
in that class. The Act did not degrade
those teachers-did not interfere with their
vested rights-but it recognised that those
800 odd teachers were in excess, as ;the
term came to be used, in that class. Hence,
when a vacancy occurred in anyone of the
546 schools, which are the recognised 5th
class schools now, instead of a teacher
being moved up from the 6th class-the
class belmr-to get promotion. that vacancy
had to be filled by one of those 800
odd teachers in excess. For the last nine
years the Act has been working off all that
"c dead horse." There has not been a single
transfer from the 6th class to the 5th
class since the year 1895, and that is what
is known as the block to promotion. There
are still now 173 teachers in excess of the
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546 allowed in that class. Hence the consummation of the hope of 6th class teachers
for promotion must be deferred for a very
long time to come, for a teacher in the 6th
class has not merely to wait for those 173
teachers to fill Ithe vacancies that may
occur among the 546 schools, but, if any
one of those 546 schools becomes degraded
bv a falling off in attendance, the teacher
of that school becomes another teacher in
excess, and that makes 174 teachers whose
transfer ,the' teachers in the 6th class have
to wait for. Hence the teachers in the
6th class are absolutely without hope.
There is no inducement for men in Ithe 6th
class to remain in the service. There is
no prospect before them. There is no inducement for vouths to enter the service,
for they realize that when they get to the
8th, or 7th, or 6th class there is this block.
There are other blocks in the same way.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Did you say there were
other blockheads in the service?
Mr. MACKEY.-I did not say so.
I
reaHy think, and '1 believe ' 'the res.ul~s
show it, that if we had a report on the
-class of men in our service we would not
find any body of teachers in ,the world
with whom ours would compare unfavorably. One of the objects of this Bill is
to get rid of this block to promotion, to
offer inducements to youths Ito enter the
service, and to teachers to remain in the
service. I will indicate how this is proposed to be accomplished. There is an
average attendance now of pupils in all
the State schools of this country, in round
numbers, of 150,000. We find, as a matter of fact, that there are so many teachers
in the 1St class. so many in the 2nd
class, and so ma'ny in the.l 3rd, 4th, and
5th classes. It is proposed that these numbers for ,these different classes shall be
the proportion for the future on a basis of
an average attendance of 150,000 pupils
in the Sta.te.
Suppose there were 300
teachers in the 2nd class at ,the present
time, and suppose the average attendance
next year was to go up from 150,000 to
165,000, then, next year, Ithe number of
teachers in the 2nd class would be increased
from 300 to 330, and so throughout each
of the other six classes. That is to say,
Ithe number of teachers in the 1st, 2nd,
3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th classes will vary
with the average attendance throughout
the whole s.tate. If the average attendance falls, then the numbe.r must decrease,
and, Ito that extent, there will be that excess; but if, as in the ordinary course of
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things we have reason to hope, the
average attendance goes up, the number of
1St class positions, and of 2nd, 3rd,
4th, 5th, and 6th class positions, will
increase proportionately. In future, then,
there will be no classification of schools
at all.
In future, there will be a
classification of teachers, and their classifica,tion will' be independent of the
class or the character of the schools in
which they teach. The result will be that
the Education Department will be able to
do what it is impossible to do now.
In ordinary business where there is a
branch that has gone to pieces under a
previous manager, any well-conducted firm
will send a really good Iffian to that comparativel y small branch to work it up; but
at the present time if, owing to the presence of an inefficient teacher, the attendance has fallen off, and a school has gone
to pieces, if the subordinate teachers have
got into lax methods under that head
teacher, the Department are not able to
put a good teacher in charge of that school,
because a good teacher, in the great
majority of cases, means 'a highly-paid
teacher, and that highly-paid teacher is
entitled to be placed in a school where the
numbers are large. In future, if necessary,
the Director will be able to say to a comparatively highly-paid teacher-" I want
you thoroughly to re-organize that school.
Your going to that school in no way interferes with your status or your pay, and we
want you to re-organize it completely."
Hence, in future, the school a teacher is in
will be, speaking generally and almost exactly. no indication of the class he is in
at all.
.
~h. BAILEs.-What becomes of the
teacher who has brought the school down?
Where does he' go?
Mr. MACKEY.-iThere are ample provisions in the Bill for dealing with cases of
misconduct or with cases of inefficiency,
although the teacher is fully protected
against any arbitrary act.
Mr. BAILES.-Is he to be sent to another
school to bring it down too?
Mr. MACKEY.-There is power for the
authorities to deal with l:im. There is
po\yer to the classifiers to degrade him, to
reduce his classification, to stop his pay,
and there is ultimately power of dismissal,
with the fullest power of appeal to the
Commissioner. Of course, I do not say that
in every case such a teacher will be dismissed for this svstem will only be administered by human beings. A system adminis-
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tered by human beings can never be ideally
perfect, but the aim of the Department
will be to punish a teacher who has through
misconduct, thr·ough neglect, or through inefficiency brought his school down, to use
the phrase we have been using, and to ,re~
ward the efficient teacher. One of the principal objects of this Bill is to give the
Department powers to accomplish those
things which it has not got power to accomplish at the present time.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-How do
you propose to reward him?
Mr. MACKEY. - By improving his
classification, and also by increments as to
his pay.
:Mr. GAUNsoN.-Increments which you
can stop at any time you like.
.
~fr. MACKEY.-vVe can only stop them
subject to the approval of this House.
~Ir. GAUNSON.-Oh, no.
~ir. MACKINNON (to Mr. Mackey).-That
is hardly true, you know.
Mr. :L\1ACKEy.-That is all, and no Act
of Parliament, nothing we can put in any
Act, can deprive this Parliament or any
Parliament of
the power
subsequent
toO revise that Act, and quite proper 1,. so too.
As to promotions, there
\rill be eight classes as t·~1ere are at the
present time. In each of these classes therewill be three sub-classes.
That system
prevails at the present time, except as regards the 1st class, in which there are no
sub-classes. In ftiture ~here will be three.
sub-classes in the I st class as in the other
classes. It was probably the original intention of the draftsman of the present Act or
series of Acts that teachers in the J st subclass of anv class should be men whom there
was a rea~onable prospect of promoting,
within a year or two. That probable original intention has ceased to have any effect ..
Take, for instance, the 5th class at the present time. There are over 280 teachers in
the I st sub-class of that class. Not morethan twenty ot those can reasonabl y hope for
promotion in anyone year. Hence it will
take fourteen years to promote those 280.'
teachers from the 5th to the 4th class, and
consequently any person in the 2nd or 3rd'
sub-classes of that clas~ has no hope of
promotion into the 4th class for fourteen
years. He may be a genius in the. way of
teaching, but no matter how gifted, how
energetic, how efficient he may be, he has·
no hope of any promotion to the 4th class..
for a period of fourteen years.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).Under the present Act?
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Mr. MACKEY.-Under the present Act.
There is one exception,. and that is in the
case of a teacher who has been lucky
enough by some happy accident to get into
a school that, through a mining rush or
other cause, has gone up in classification.
He is entitled to rise with his school. He
does not fall with his school in classification. When that rush ceases he is entitled
to a transfer to another school, and while
he get~ the benefit of the present system of
a rise in the classification of his school, he
does not get the detriment of a fall in its
classification. But, subject to that anomaly
of L'he lucky chance of his school going up
owing to a shifting of population, there is
no hope for fourteen years for a teacher
in the 2nd or 3rd sub-class or the 5th class
to move into the 4th class. In the future
there will be another sub-class, a promotion
sub-class, if I may use the term, a promotion list in addition to the three sub-classes
in any class. It will be the duty of the
classifiers once every three years to cull
out of the teachers in the 1st sub-class, and
put into a new list called the promotion
list, as many teachers of that sub-class as
they think are likely to be promoted before
the next classification takes place.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.:-Can they be taken
from any part of the list?
Mr. MACKEY.-They can only be taken
from the I st sub-class, but they can be
taken from any part of the 1st sub-class.
They will be taken according to merit, and
hence this system has as its basis not mere
seniority by length of service, although,
other things being equal, that will count,
but it has as its basis promotion by merit.
It may be asked, if promotion by merit can
prevail in the Education Department, why
should it not prevail to the same extent in
other Departments?
The answer is that
there are facilities for ascertaining merit
and ot recognising it that do not exist in
any other Department of the Public Ser,,.ice. Take any teacher you please, take
John Smith, who is at the Timbuctoo school
at the present time. Anyone of us here
can go to rhe Education Department and
find out that man's life history as long as
he has been in the Department. There
are the two reports from inspectors every
year. Those full reports are from different
inspecttlrs, not the present inspector for one
year, nor the present inspector for several
years, but they are the reports of different
inspectors upon that man's work since he
entered the Education Department. Any
misconduct is recorded against him. Any
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good points are recorded in his favour.
Hence there are means of discovering
merit and r,ecognising merit in the Statl'
school service that do not exist in any
other Department of the Public Sen'lce,
and the rights of teachers are amply protected.
When the classifiers are preparing the roll of teachers they have this lifehistory of the teacher before them, and
they promote him according to what they
think are his deserts. Further than that.
the teacher, if he thinks he is being wrongl):
treated, can appeal to the Commissioner.
The classifiers are independent men, ant
of them always a teacher.
The present
Director has seen to it, and intends to see
to::> it, that one of them will be a teacher.
who 'will sympathize more with the teacher~
than would even an officer of the Depart.
rr.ent who had left the teaching s:aff for
many years.
1\1r. PRENDERGAST.-'iVho are the others?
~Ir. MACKEY.-Officers of the Department. These three independent men look to
the reports of the inspectors from the time
the teacher has entered the service, and if
the teacher is dissatisfied with their recognition of his merits, he has an appeal to
an independent Commissioner, and in making that appeal the teacher has the fullest
access to all the records of the Department concerning him.
He knows the contents of all the papers that were before
the classifiers when they determined his place
in the classified list.
When the inspector
is examining the school, the teacher is giyen
the right to say, "I should like to see a
copy of your report," and if he does that:
the inspector must hand' him a copy of the
report, so that the teacher will know at
the time of the examination of the school
what the opinion of the inspector is about
it.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Should it not be sent
to him without request, as a matter of fair
play?
~.£r. ·MACKEY.-There is nothing vital
in that. It might be desirable, certainly.
for the teacher has a right to it now, and
I think that every teacher practically will
ask for it.
Mr. GAUNSON .-I t is not so in practice.
r have had to appear for them.
Mr. MACKEY.-These are the chief
points in the Bill. I may say that a great
deal of circumlocution is got rid of.
and the methods of the Department-to
use the exnressive term of the Director-are
short-circuited.
,There will be rrreat improvements in the procedure, but that I can
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deal with IT.ore fully when dealing with
the clauses in the Bill itself.
With regard to the Director, the Djrector js given
great powers as to the transfer of teachers
under this Bill.
He can take a teacner
flOm Carlton, and say, "You are to go
to South Melbourne."
But it is to be
remembered that transfers from the town
to the country, or country to -the town, will
not affect in any way the status of the
teacher or his salary.
No transfer can
raise his salary by one penny, or diminish
his classification.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Has the teacner any appeal against that?
Mr. MACKEY.-There is no appeal.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Supposing he is transferred to Wood's· Point or Omeo?
::\11'. ~1ACKEY. - Sometimes teachers
have to go there, unless we are to close the
schools in those localities.
i,lr. GAuNsON.-Sometimes it would be
a great hardship.
Mr. MACK.EY.-I admit that at some
schouls there would be great advantage.s
and conveniences. The teachers in Melbourne are near the theatres and the Public Library, and have. even the opportunity
of attending the debates in this House,
besides there being other attractions. But
we cannot give all::> the teachers in the serSome of the
vice these privileges.
teachers have to go to the outside places,
and I am glad the honorable member has
mentioned LEis matter, because there is a
provision in the Bill which says that w~rk
in these out-of-the-way places shall gIVe
a first claim to consideration, so to· that
extent there will be compenSfltion for the
hardship.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Do you propose to compel them to take a position in
the country?
Mr. MACKEY.-Certainly.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-You do not
propose to skip four and send the unfortunate fifth?
~'.fr. MACKEY.-That is impossible. The
provisions of the Bill are verY stringent in
that regard.
A teacher cannot say "~
won't go," and so c~mpel s?me .o.ne to go
who is of a less obstmate ChSposltlOn.
If
the director tells SIT.ith to go, Smith must
g o and he will be deprived of the power
to ,sav, " I won't go; Jones must go. "
Mr. GAuNSON.-Unless Smith has a
friend at court.
Mr. ·MACKEY.-As regards the salaries
of teachers, I say at once, the scheme of
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salaries is not as liberal as the Government would have liked to make it.
It is
a much easier task for the Government to
give high salaries to the public service.
Mr. MURRAY.-·Pleasanter.
Mr. MACKEY.-And pleasanter. But
the Government have to remember the tremendous expenses of the Education Department, and to remember also that if this
measure becomes law it will probably be
the law under which the teachers will remain for very many y~ars, and we must remember that our revenue will not always
be as buoyant as it is at present.
Mr. MACKINNoN.-We shall not have Sur·
plus Revenue Bills every year.
Mr. MACKEY.--I am afraid not. They
are pleasant while they are with us. There
a!re some slight reductions. At present
the maximum salary for a teacher in the
1st class is £432; under the Bill It is
£415. But there will be mor~ opportunities
of getting that £415 than there are at
present of getting the £432, so that the
teachers are really favoured by the adoption of the new scheme.
M'r. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).That £432 only applies to the top teachers.
Mr. MACK.EY.-Only to the head
teachers at the top of the class, and the
£415 applies in the same way.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-How many are
there?
Mr. MACKEY.-I think about 40. With
legard to the expense of this system, at present the cost of the teachers of this organization is £507,000. The minimum under
the new scheme would be about £439,000,
and the maximum would be £523,000. By
careful computation, the Director and those
responsible in the Etiucation Department
think that the new scheme, when worked
out, will 'cost £495,000, so that there will
he a saving, under the new scheme, of
about £ro,ooo. Even if that saving should
not be obtained, even if the scheme should
cnst 115 the full amount, or a little more.
there will be this satisfaction, that we have
put heart into our te::tchers. I am certain
that the passin!! of this measure into law
will have an e'ffect similar to the falling
of water upon a parched desert.
~1r. GAUNSON.-A riuck's back.
Mr. MACKEY·-Te3.ch~rs will feel alive.
Movement will be put into them. 'The
good teachers, who are anxious to do good
work, will feel some hope of reward. I
have gone through this measure in conference
with the Director, in whom, I am sure, every
honorable member has the greatest confidence, and I am speaking now largely as a
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conduit pipe for him. This measure is fortunate from some points of view that a
strongly recommended by the Director. We measure which is alleged to be of such enorall know that he has the interest of the edu- mous importance-cational system of the State at heart. The
:Mr. BENT.-We have been seven vears
measure is, I understand, accepted by the talking about it.
great majority of the teachers. The main
}Ir. GAUNSON.-I am sure that what
principles of this Bill are accepted. Some I say will be indorsed by every honorable
of the provisions they accept reI uctan t1 y , member. It is unfortunate that a measure
but, taking it as a whole~ they prefer this of this importance is introduced in such
Bill to not having the Bill, and the impor- a way that practically we are not at liberty
tance of this measure is that, with to discuss it. That is the way the Minisit, we can hope for increased effi- ter pub; it-that the time of the session
ciency 111 the teaching of our State is so short that the Government cannot afschools.
That means that the nS111g ford to have the matter discussed. It is
generation will be better educated than they (( Gape, sinner, and swallow." I have not
otherwise would be. We have heard a great heard anything about the Bill from anyone.
deal about the important work of technical Certainly it is impossible to pretend to
education, but I would remind the House understand a Bill such as this. It was onlv
that to have an efficient system of technical distributed yesterday morning, and I serl't
education presupposes
sound scheme away to teachers about 30 bills by to-night's
of general education. \Ve cannot have tech" post. I have no opposition to offer, but
nical education that is going to stand un- some of the teachers think they haye rights
less it is based on the solid foundation of that ought to be conserved. I under:;tand
general education. That applies not only to that there is no use in offering any comment
the workmen, but to the employers them- on these rights, nor in seeking to preserve
selves. If we have uneducated employers, them, because the Government will not give
men who cannot recognise the advances way one illch.
which have been made in their own sphere,
~rr. MACKI:\iNON.-I must ask the
and the importance of a knowledge of chemistry, electricity, and so forth, it is use· Premier to allow the debate to be adjourned
less for us to try to "educate our young till next Tuesday. The number of bills cirmen technically. Hence it is recognised culated this session is probably phenomenal,
most thoroughly in Germany that general and the legislation is the most philoprogenieducation is of the first importance. It tive that ever existed. This Bill is No. 67,
not only enables the student to grasp a and I think there have been about 90 Bills
technical education more rapidly and in a circulated. With a small House and a small
bettter way, but it enables the employer to Opposition it is quite impossible for members to take an intelligent interest in the
apprec~ate the work of the student when he
comes to him. All that I have to do is Bills laid before them. That is mv reason
to recommE'J}d this Bill to honorable mem- for asking for an adjournment. I have not
bers, and I hope we shall be able to deal been able to do more than glance at the Bill.
with it expeditiousl y. The Government re- We have had before us on a previous occacognised that this was a measure that jn sion the proposal to get rid of payment by
other circumstances would require a great results, but I have not been able to fully
deal of discussion and a great deal of time understand it. I came here to-night exto consider, and the Government point pecting to deal with a Bill to extend an
of view was that at thjs period of the ses- electric tramway to a place called Brighton,
sion they could not afford that time j but in and I was prepared to make a number of
the interel::ts of the teachers they were im- remarks on it.
plored to go on with toe Bill, as it was
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-From what I
said that this was a non-contentious mea- know of the Bill, it should take very little
sure, and that all parties would recognise time to pass through the House. I think it
that it was an honest attempt by the Depart- is necessary for members to become fully
ment to better our education system. The acquainted with the Bln, and that is whv I
Government surrendered to that, and we ask for the adjournment. What the honorearnestlv trust that no unnecessary time will able member for Prahran has stated in
be lost in considering the provisions of this reference to the number of Bills before the
measure.
Chamber is quite correct.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I have nothing to tell
The SPEAKER.-The honorable memthe Chamber of a positive nature with reber may sacrifice his light to speak on the
spect to this Bill, but I think it very Uft
J
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second reading, because there is no motion
before the House for the adjournment of
the debate.
~Jr. J\IACKINNO~ movedThat the debate be now adjourned.

?\Ir. BENT said he was informed that the
honorable member for Praluan, the honorable member for Allandale, the honorable
member for the Public Officers, and the
leader of the Opposition were prepared to
discuss this Bill. It had been very carefully
Any inprepared by educational experts.
crease in salaries involved by payment by
results would have to be met by a pro rata
reduction on the various officers. He did not
intend to allow the debate to te adjourned
on this Bill, nor on any other Bills this session. He ,\'as pleased to find that the honorable member for Prahran had given the
Government credit for having done a great
deal of work. If there had been a lot of
Bills circulated. a lot had been passed. It
was now only ~ little after half-past eight,
and he did ilot in:end to agree to the adjournment. If the public. officers and the
teachers did not want the BIll to go through,
let honorable members throw it out.
This
Bill had been under consideration for years.
?\lr. GAUNSON.-For 70 years, you said.
::\Ir. BE~T said he stated seven. He
had been assured that the Bill had been
thoroughly examined, and he was only asking members to adopt the course frequent I y
adopted.
The Local Government Act
Amendment Bill was taken on the assurance
of the Minister that it ,ras a good Bill.
~Jr. WATT.-That ,ras a mistake, though.
:!\Ir. BENT.-It was not. The Incomp.
Tax Bill the Charities Bill, the Licensing
Bill, and' the "Vater Acts Consolidation an?
Amendment Bill had been delayed, and It
appeared that members O~l the Opposition
side of the House did not want to do any
work. There was lots of time to discuss
this Bill.
:Mr. ~..rACKINNoN.-Let us discuss the St.
Kilda Electric Tramway Bill.
~rr. BENT said he ,,'as informed that
the honorable member ,';as very familiar
\rith all the clauses in this Bill.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he was
speaking to the adjournment when he was
interrupted. Whilst he was prepared, and
most other honorable members w.ere prepared, to accept . the statement. of the
Director of EducatIOn about the BIll, they
were told that there was to be a reduction
of _£ro,ooo in the amount to be paid to the
teachers next year.
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Mr. MACKEY.-Not next year, but ultimately.
?vIr. PRENDERGAST said he would
like to find out how far the Bill would affect
There
a number of men in the service.
were several matters that it ,rould not take
long to clear up.
Mr. BENT.-We will not consent to any
amendment.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
not forego his right to sI?eak on any Bill,
nor to move amendments, If necessary. fbe
public had not had an opportunity of t;Xamining this Bill, because it had been before the country for only two days. It was
circulated only yesterday morning, and it
contained 57 clauses.
:!\Ir. DENT.-This Bill was passed by the
last Parliament.
?\[r. PRENDERGAST said it differed in
some respects from the Bill passed by the
last Parliament. It affected a large number
of teachers and there was to be promotion by
merit. H~ would like to get an expression
of 'Opinion from the teachers to know where
the House stood. Members were told that
it would infuse hope into the teachers. He
would be very glad to help to pass a measure that would do that, but he would like
to understand it first. The honorable men.:ber for Allandale who was an ex-Minister
of Public Instruction, and desired to discuss
the Bill, was absent to-night.
Mr. BENT .-1 will vote for him.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said it was understood that the House was to adjourn early
on Thursday nights to enable country members to catch their trains, and some members
were absent to-night on that unders.tand~ng.
Mr. BENT.-There is always notIce gIven
the night before when it is intended tQ adjourn earlier than usual.
~lr.
PRENDERGAST said members
would have abundance of time within the
next three or four weeks to discuss this Bill
and a number of other Bills, because they
would be waiting for another place. If
this Bill were sent to another place now they
could not possibly deal with it for the next
four weeks. There was no ne~d for the
Premier to get his back up, for membe:s
were only asking what was reasonable In
askin a for the adjournment of the debate.
]\1r~ BOYD said it seemed to be a rather
peculiar thing that the Opposition should be
so anxious to secure the adjournment of the
debate on a Bill that had alreadv been
passed by Parliament, and a P~~liament
of which the leader of the OppOSItIOn was
an active member.
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Mr. MACKINNON.-Are you sure it is the
same Bill?
Mr. BOYD said members had the assurance of the Premier, and he was prepared
to accept it. Last week, ,,-hen he asked for
an adjournment of the Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill, containing 362
clauses, and in which the JIinister proposed
to move 179 amendments-when he asked
for an adjournment because members had
not had time to consider the Bill, as it had
not been before the counfry for more than
a month, not one of those honorable members who \vere now asking for this adjournment assisted him. Honorable members who
had to attend business during the day,
and attend Parliament at night, had not too
much time to get au fait with important
Bills like the Water Acts Consolidation and
Amendment Bill; but this was a Bill that was
passed by the last Parliament. He was very
pleased that the Government had decided
to go on with the Bill.
Last night the
Chief Secretary mm-ed the second reading
of a Bill of a technical character in one of
the ablest speeches deli,-ered in this Chamber, and he asked the House to go on with
the second reading. The Premier was absent at the time, and ,,-hen the leader of the
Opposition asked for the adjournment of the
debate his request was granted at once. The
leader of the Opposition ought to be ready
to go on with this Bill. The fact that the
honorable member for Allandale was not
present was no reason why the consideratioC1.
of the Bill should be delayed.
JIr. GAVNSON said he did not ask for
the adjournment of the debate, and he sup""
posed he would be pitched into more than
any other member of the House, because the
("lut)' was speciall y cast on his shoulders of representing these public officers. But hewanted
the Ministry, and especially the Premier,
to be good enough to understand that he
was not asking for any adjournment of the
debate. He had to he content with the
"Ministry's statement-" If you do not take
that Bill as it is, we will throw it out," and
h is constituents would have to be content
with that statement also. The numbers were
up, the Lord was on the side of
the s.trongest battalions, and it was
no use kicking against the
pricks.
But he would like to say to the Premier, that although this measure had been
introduced in a comfortable, nice, go-as-youplease, happy little speech by the honorary
Minister, he (Mr. Gaunson) reallv did not
hesitate to say that there was a vast differ
ence between the salaries paid to the ,poorly
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paid men and those paid to .the men at
the top of the tl"ee, and he was very much
afraid it was a case of greasing the fat
pig.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member is now going outside the question of the
adjournment of the debate.
Mr. GAUNSON said he did not propose
to support the motion for the adjournment
of the debate, although he would have been
Yery glad if the Ministry could have seen
their way to agree to an adiournment. until
next week. Surely a few days would make
no difference, and, as the Govf.rnmp.nt had
got on so rapidly with their legislation they
could afford to a2"ree to that..
Mr. TOUTCHER exnressed the hope
that the Governme'nt would agree to t.he aajournment of the debate, because he was
led to believe that there was a very vital
difference between the Bill now presented to
the House and the Bill submitted last session-the abolition of the classification of
schools and the substitution, in this measure, of the classification of teachers. That
was a very great difference.
Mr. BOYD.-Are you sure that is so?
;\1-r. TOUTCHER.-Yes. Several teachers, who might be auite content. wit.h the
able representation of the memher for the
Public Officers, had written to him asking
for copies of the Bill. -and a~ hp. still
claimed to represent those gentlemen-although the franchise had been denied them
on the larger basis--he thought it was a fair
thing that honorable members should be able
to get the views of those teachers, whom
they still represented as cit.izens of Victoria,
on a measure in which they were concerned.
He had not gone ~hrough this Bill, which deserved full consideration, because honorable
members had been swamned with R111s rl~al
ing with very large and imoortant matters,
and no man. however able, or however much
time he had at his disposal, could peruse'
all the measures that had been circulated
within the last few months. There must be
a slaughter of the innocents, as there had
bf>en in past sessions. Justice would not be
done to this question of education, which
the Government had taken up and were
handling very well, unless this measure received the greatest consideration from honorable members. As the Bill was so imoortant, and as it affected the future welfarenot only of the teachers, but also of the
children-the debate oU2"ht to be adiourned
so that honorable members might come
prepared to deal with thp. m~asure on its
merits. The Premier ourrht to allow them
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sufficient time to compare this Bi11 w.ith the
measure introduced last session.
nIr. BENT.-Advance it to the .second
reading, and I will adjourn the Corr.mittee
stage. I think that is fair.
~\'lr . WATT expressed the opinion that
the honorable member for Stawell, in advocating the adjournment of the debate, had
used the very strongest possible arguments
in favour of advancing this Bill to the
second-reading stage. If the debate on the
second reading of this Bill was adjournedas the debates on the Licensing Bill and a
few other measures haa been adjourned at
the request of the Opposition-the Bill
would be hung up, and a number of important measures must inevitably be slaughtered. He complimented the Government
on seeling the error of their ways, and sticking to their programme manfully, as they
should have done all through the session.
The Government ought to have exhibited
the same· firmness with regard to other measures of almost equal importance to this Bill.
The r~quest for the adjournment of the debate on the Water Bill was a legitimate re(Iuest, and he was fully convinced that the
:Minister in charge of that measure would
even yet recognise the necessity of giving
honorable members the fullest opportunity
of considering the probable financial and
administ::-ative effects of that Bill, the final
touches to which, he believed, would be
given next session. It was a measure consolidating the existing Acts, and involving
a most vital principle, as well as some new
methods of taxatiQn, which surely demanded
the quiete5t, gravest, and most leisurely
consideratio!1 of every honorable member.
'''ith the Bill now before the House the
case was quite different~ this measure being
precisely the same in principles, substance,
and structure, as the measure submitted to
this Chamber last session.
Mr. MACKINNON.-No, it is not.
IVIr. WATT said he bowed to the honorable melmber's microscopic knowledQ'e of this
Bill, \vhich showed that the honorable
member knew enough about the measure to
go on with the second-reading debate. He
desired to point out that the leader of the
Opposition was adopting a most disorderly
attitude. The honorable member sat almost
continuousl y at the Opposition side of
the table, and he (Mr. Watt) intended, at
a later stage, to appeal to the Speaker to
decide whether .that was the honorable
member's seat.
The SPEAKER.-Does the honorable
member raise that point now?
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Mr. WATT said he did.
The SPEAKER.-Well, I think the
leader of the Opposition is clearly within
his rights in sitting at the table. The rule
is that the seat on the right of the Speaker
is held for Ministers, and that the seat on
the left of the Speaker is usually held for
ex-Ministers. The leader of the Opposition represents a party that has never been
in office, and, therefore, there cannot be
ex-Ministers in that party. The rule has
been clearly drawn to meet such a case as
this. The honorable member is leading,
with the consent of his party, the Opposition in this House, and he has a right to
sit at the table.
Mr. WATT said he was inclined to
think that the Speaker had, quite unwittingly, misconceived the object of his (Mr.
'Watt's) inquiry. He did not mean to say
that· the leader of the Opposition was not
entitled to grace the seat in front of the
Treasury Bench, but to ask whether the
honorable member was entitled to habitually
sit in the seat at the table opposite to the
seat oc:cupied by the Minister in charge of
the Bill.
The SPEAKER.-There is nothing in
the Standing Orders to prevent the leader
of the Opposition sitting at the table. The
table is at the service of every honorable
member, with the exception of the corner
reserved for Hansard. The honorable member for Essendon will see that we have
made extra provision for honorable members
by means of writing desks, because the table
was crowded, but it has always been the
CDstt)m of this House to allow the leader
of the Opposition to sit at the table, whenever he pleases to do so.
Mr. WATT said he quite agreed that
that was the custom, and it had never been
abused hitherto.
Mr. TOUTCHER said he rose to a
point of order. Was the honorable member for Essendon in order in discussing the
question he had raised on the motion for
the adjournment of the debate on this Bill?'
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member has the right va raise a point of order
at any time. Occasions for raising points'
of order occur unexpectedly, and if the
honorable memben chooses to raise such a
point of order when addressing the House
on the question of the adjournment of the
debate, I cannot help it. I do not think
it is the best time to raise such a point of
order, but the honorable member is within
his rights ~n doing so.
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11r. WATT said that he would not have
raised the point of order but for the remarks
of the leader of the Opposi60n.
The SPEAKER.-I think the honorable
member had better keep to the question,
which is the adjournment of the debate.
Mr. WATT said he wished to be permitted to finish his remarks with regard to
the situation.
The SPEAKER.-I have already ruled
()n the honorable member's point of order.
The honorable member must recognise that.
Mr. WATT said he did not w1sh to do
anything but bow to the Speaker's decision,
although he had another remark to make,
and thought he might get it in.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member had better not attempt to do so, unless
it relates ~ the question of the adjournment of the debate.
Mr. WATT said he only desired to congratulate the Government on their discover1ng the backbone that had been lost for the
last fortn~ght.
Mr. BE~T said he was prepared, if the
second reading of this Bill was agreed to,
to adjourn the committee stage until Wednesda y next.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-We will be pleased
to agree to that.
The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was, by leave, withdrawn.
The motion for the second reading of
the Bill was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed pro forma.
UNIVERSITY BILL.
Mr. MACKEY moved the second reading of this Bil1. He said-This Bill is
much shorter than the measute we last
dealt with, but it deals with a matter of
very great importance indeed. What led
to this Bill, scortly, was this :-About
twenty years ago the grant to the University was raised to 'between £17,000 and
£18,000. That was really the result of a
compact made behveen the Government of
the day and the University. The University at that time proposed to extend its
functions.
That meant engaging pro.
fessors and other teachers on permanent appointments from the old country and elsewhere, and the Government agreed, in order
to permit of that being done, that the grant
shou I d be raised to between £ 17,000 and
£18,000. Owing to the State falling upon
evil times, that sum has since been reduced
considerably, and last year the total grant
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to the University was £9,000, representing the annual endowment, and £4,500 additional, or £13,SOO in all. I think£I2,soo
is the lowest amount that has been given
to the University in any year since that
arrangement was made with the ServiceBerry Government.
The result of that
tremendous cutting down was that the University was emasculated. It had to curtail
its usefulness, certain lectures had to be
discontinued, and other work had to be
done inefficiently. The Royal Commission
which sat on the affairs of the Universitv
recommended that tl:e annual grant to the
University should be raised to £24,000.
Now, what the Government propose to do
is in the first place to raise the annual grant
to £20,000, and fix it at that amount for
ten years. The object of this is twofoldfirst of all to allow the University to continue its present functions, its present courses,
in an efficient way. That would require a
total of about £17,000. But in· addition
to that, the University is required to open
two new and very expensive schools of mining and of agriculture, and careful calculation shows that that will raise the requirements of tl:e University to £20,000 per
annum.
Mr. BAILEs.-Was that not provided for
in the Surplus Revenue Act?
Mr. MACKEY.-No; that measure provided certain funds for wiping out a portion of the debt and for 'building. and equipment, but it did not increase the annual
grant. This grant of £20,000 a year for
ten years is subject to the conditions men·
tioned in the Bill. Perhaps the most important is that the University shall receive
a maximum number of 80 students, and
teach them the higcer branches of mining
and agriculture, including bacteriology,
chemistry, physics, and so forth, and work
in conjunction with those fine schools of
mines that exist in. Bendigo, Ballarat,
Bairnsdale, and other places throughout
the State. The want of active connexion
between the work tr..at those students are
now doing and the higher work that it is
only possible for the University to do has
long been felt. It is now proposed that
the Education Department, after conference
with the Agricultural and Mines Departments, shall nominate 80 students for the
University, and that the University shall
teach those students without fee or reward.
Those 80 students will be nominated during four. years-twenty in' each year.
A
further condition is that the University is
to co-operate with the schools of mines and
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the agricul tural colleges throughout the
State, and also that it will not be necessary
for those students to pass the preliminary
matriculation examination. In addition to
that, in order to increase facilities for those
poor students, it is provided that if necessary the work at the University shill be
done in the evening-evening lectures and
laboratory work. It is provided that if the
University provides classes in the evening
for students in mining and agriculture as
well as for our teachers in the Education
Department-not merely in educatiol1al subjects, but in those subjects which are allied
to education-then the Governor in Council
may make a further grant of £I,OOO a year
for tl:e ten years, but that £ I, 000 is absolutely conditional upon these evening lectures. The aim of this Government has
been, and is, to altogether change the
aspect of our University. In the past it
has been too much of a medic:eval institution,
devoting its attention pre-eminently to mathematics, to classics, to logic, to history, and to
philosophy. Those subJects are very valuable in themselves, for the purpose of
individual culture, and so forth, and there
is no desire to underrate their importance.
But what the Government say
is that this should not be the sole function of the University.
The University
should be 'brougr.t more in,to touch with our
every-day life, and should take a more
active part than it has taken in the past in
the training of students for the great industries of the country. There is our great
mining industry, which has done so much
for Victoria, and yet our University has
not had a scr.ool of mining, although it has
been in existence for more than half-a-centur),. Hence any person desiring to acquire a knowledge of the higher branches
of mining, higher than it is possible for our
excellent schools of mines to give, must go
to Germany for ~t. This is felt to
be an anomaly, and it is considered that a
school should 'be provided at the University
to enable our young men to make a study
of the higher branches of metall urgy and
mining without leaving the State. It is
the same with agriculture. Our University
has produced a man so eminent and so
much esteemed and valued in this countrv
a" Dr. Cherry, and the fine work whicl: D;.
Cherry is doing for agriculture is to a large
extent due to the work that is being done
at the University now. 'What is complained
of is that the work done there for agriculture is purely indirect. It is now proposed
to have agricultural classes at the UniverMr. Mackey.
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sity, not to teach the work tl:at can only be
done at Dookie and elsewhere, but to work
in conjunction \\·ith the m'inling £i,::hools
throughout the State or the schools of agriculture, so as to complete the edifice of
which thev will form the foundation. I am
quite sure that the passage of this measure
into law will mark a great change in the
position of the University relative to the
great industries of this country, and tha~
the result must be entirely for good.
Mr. MACKIK~ON.-I have very much
pleasure in supporting the second reading of
this Bill. It is certainly very encouraging
to. those who take an interest in matters of
education" and especially in the higher education, to find this institution receiving the
prompt support it has received from this
Government. As a member of the University
Commission, I would like to record the high
appreciation fhat all of us must have of
the way in which the Premier and Treasurer
has proceeded to deal with the recommendations he received from that body. Thef'a
was nothing more depressing to anv one
connected with that inquiry than to find the
straits to which a number of learned men
and an institution of learning were reduced
by their scanty finances. When one went
to look at the University itself, and at an
the surroundings of the place, what struck
one more than anything else was that the
place was absolutely going to waste for want
of proper care. When one inquired why
it was being thus neglected" he ascertained that it was because Parliament had'
cut down the expenditure to bed-rock, and'
the authorities at the University were unable to properly maintain the buildings and'
their surroundings. 2'J ow, the chief proposal
in this Bill is that the permanent grant to
t~e Univer:ity, instead of being something
lIke £9,000 a year. shall be £20,000 a
year. Well, when £9,000 a year was the
permanent provision for this University, the
scope of the University was verv small indeed. As the honorable membe~ in charge
of the Bill stated, it was intended to deat
with sub.iects that are taught in more medireval universities - mathematics. history
classics, logic, and philosophy. B~lt the tr~~
~eaning of a. university was not appreCIated at that tIme,. nor the great value which
universities should have in the educational'
li~e of the community. It is very fitting that
thIS should now be recognised by the State.
I may say, by way of parenthesis. that the'
Commission recommended that the grant
should be £24,000 a year. Well, the difference between that and f 20,000 is not
very great. But w'hile the State agrees to'
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do this, I think we should not assume that
private benevolence towards the University
will be in any way hindered. I am glad
that the Government have made it a condition of the grants ,yhich they are giving
under the Surplus Revenue Act for the assista'l1ce of the University, that £1 for £1
. should be subscribed from private sources.
The most striking feature which came under
the notice of the members of that
Commission was that in the country
which is undoubtedlv reaping more
from higher education' than any other
country in the world, namely, the United
States of America, the munificent assistanoe given to the universities by private
citizens has been of the greatest value.
The rich men there have built and endowed
universities in a manner which is more
than princel y, and it would be unfortunate
if the State, in now coming forward to
assist the, University in a generous manner, were in any way to discourage private individuals from assisting in the patriotic duty of keeping up the higher education here. I do not think that the University Commission were called on to say
that this was -to be a State "Cniversity, or a
University supported on private foundations, but now that the State has undertaken to do it, I say that is a proper thing
for the State to do; but, at the same time,
I do hope it will not have the effect
of discouraging ,vealthy people, who, in
other countries, have seen fit to support
universities, from coming fOf\\'ard and sup'Vith regard to
porting this University.
the number of students, I see that the provision of the Bill is, and apparently the
understanding with the "Cniversity Council
was, that these students should be taken for
the purpose of training in agriculture and in
mining. These are very good grounds, and
very proper directions in which to train
our promising students, but I hope that
the Government will see that the University is also made useful in a free way to
other students than those who are merel"
going up for instruction in agriculture and
in mining.
For instance, I understand
that there is at present an arrangement with
the Education Department whereby tuition is given to a number of teachers or intending teachers on easy terms, or for noThat sYstem, I think, should
thing at all.
be expanded so that the University may become a sort of crown to the edifice of
education here, and that IT.any of our promising students in the State schools may
be able to look forward to getting from the
University an absolutely free education, so
that they may be encouraged to work and
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de"elop what abilities they have.
The only
other proposal in the Bill, and it is a sound
proposal too, is that we should introduce
into the management of the "Cniversity
,,,hat one might call the public element, that
is to say, an element connected ,,,ith politics.
I do not know that those who are
sent from this or another place ",ill perhaps take a great deal of interest in the
technical portion of the work which is
carried on by the University Council, or in
the details of government there, but I think
it will be found a desirable thing that
Parliarr,ent itself should have a direct 111tcrest in the' proper rrlanagement of the
University, and that there should be contact between the University and Parliament.
As clause 2 indicates, three members are
to be chosen from Parliament.
I think
that 'rill be a very good thing.
The Bill
is a very short one, but in some ways It IS
a ver\, important one.
I hope that before
long the Government of this country, whether it is this Government or some, other
GO\'ernment, will be able to take in hand
another branch of our education. I hope that
it ,,,ill be found possible to find money to
deal with the subject of secondary educa'Ve are now comrr.itted to a large
tion.
primary education expenditure.
To-night
we propose, and I Ibelieve we propose successful! y, to expend a much larger sum tl:an
'''e have done hitherto on our higher education, but there is a long gap to be made
up if we are to get the full value out
of our growing citizens,
I do hope that
I may live to see, within the next few years,
some' effort made to pl ace the secondary
education of this country on a proper footing, and to make it more freely available
to those who are getting the advantage of
a primary education, who see the possibilities of a higher education before them, but
mav not be able, owing to insufficient conveniences being afforded, to bridge over
in the secondary education stage that big
gap ,,'hich now exists. I have very much pleasure indeed in supporting this Bill. It must
be encouraging to those WflO are interested
and believe in free education, so far as
ever you can possibly manage, and so far
as the finances will permit. to find that the.
Government have taken this up so fairly.
Nothing they have brought before this
It
House gives me greater pleasure.
is nat because I was a member of the·
Roval Commission, although, perhaps, because of that I got more insight into the
needs of the Universitv than I otherwise
would, but every man "Tho takes an intelligent interest in education, and who sincerely desires the welfare of the citizens in
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I:is country to be attaintrl, mus: feel that
whenever an effort of this sort is being
n.ade, whatever side of the House the Government may be criticised from, such an
effort deserves the hearty commendation of
every person who is a well-wisher of his
country.
Mr. BOYD.-I am very pleased indeed
that the Government have gone so far as
they have in the direction of revivifying inIt is very gratiterest in the University.
fying to me, as one who sat for two years
on the University Commission, to feel that
the Government have taken such an active
interest in endeavouring to carry into law,
at this early stage, II.any of the principles
advocated by that Commission.
With the
other members of the Commission, I feel
that our work will be amply repaid by
the carrying into effect of the re.commendations that we made.
The recommendations
themselves were of a liberal and expansive nature, and, I am sure, will tend
to give greater facilities for the education of
the young men in our midst who are not
blessed with wealthy parents. It gives an opportunity for those who come from the State
schools to push on into the higher education and obtain positions in life that under
the prevailing circumstances they are unable
to reach. There is one objection that I find
to the Bill. I am rather surprised that the
honorable member for Prahran, who was
also a member of the Commission, should
now favour the appointment of parliamentarians to the Council of the Universitv.
The report which we made, and which the
honorable member signed with the rest of
us, saidWe do not think it consistent with responsible
or parliamentary government that a Minister of
the Crown should take part in the proceedings
of a body from which he may dissent, and which
w.ight inv:Jlve political responsibility.

Further on we saidConsiderations of a somewhat similar character
preclude us from adopting the suggestion of Government nominees.
Vi e are satisfied that the
Director (of Education) can fully represent the
Government influence which, if legitimately exercised, should be very small, and merely relate
as a general rule to qu~stions of endowment.

The honorable member may recollect that
this report was very carefully gone into
and carefully drafted before it was signed,
and as on that occasion the honorable member, by signing the report, took exception
to the Government being represented on
the University Council by members of
Parliament, it seems to me rather inconsistent for him now to favour the appointment
of Members of Parliament.
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Mr. MACKINNON.-I do not think that
that part of it was a very valuable contribution.
Mr. BOYD.-I am inclined to think that
the suggestion we made with regard to the
university Council itself ought to be
adopted by the Minister in charge of the
Bill. He may not be prepared to g.o the.
whole way, but I think he ought to go
much further than he has suggested. The
Commission recommended that the number
of members of the Council should be raised
to ~9· . Th.e obj.ect o~ that is to bring our
Umversity mto lme WIth the modern universities of the old world, where the whole of
the professorial staff are members of the
Council.
.
Mr. MAcKEY.-That would raise a most
debatable question.
Mr. BOYD .-It would raise a very debatable question if submitted to the University, but not if submitted to this House,
where the conflicting interest that would
raise it is not present. As the honorable
gentleman knows as well as anyone else,
the Senate., composed as it is of graduates
who have IIlostly passed through one or
other of the colleges affiliated with the
University, elects the heads of those
col1eges to se.ats on the Universitv
Council.
The pOSItIon, then, is that
when the heads of the affiliated colleges
~re on the Council, they have a dominating
mfluence over the professors of the University who are more in touch with the education~l work of the University, and who are
more interested directly in the University itself as an entity apart from the colleges themselves.
As a member of the
Commission, I know the conflicting evidence
that was given by the heads of the colleges
mostly against the professors, and by the
professors in favour of their appointment
to the Council. After examining reports
from most of the universities that have
been established in recent years, and obtaining evidence from America, Canada,
and Germany, and from recent universities
in England, the position there in most of
the universities commended itself to the
Commission, who recommended that the
professors should be on the University
Council, because they are more in touch
with the educational work of the instItution. It would be a very simple matter by
regulation to prevent them, as professors,
from taking any active part in questions
affecting their own tenure or their own
salaries. But in the purely educational work,
who could be a better man on the University Council than the professor in whose
department certain educational alterations
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are to take place? His advice would be very
valuable, and I think that an amendment
on the lines recommended by the Commission ought to find its way into this Bill in
Committee. It was recommended ;.bat the
Director of Education should be the link
between the :Minister of Public Instruction
as r'epresenting t,he Government and the University Council for various reasons set out in
the report. Another matter-I do not know
exactly how it will work cut-is that of
evening lectures in the laboratories. If I
can recollect the evidence without having
had time to refresh my memory, that given
by most of the professors who had laboratory work to attend to was that, if they
had to give day lectures and night lectures,
it would be necessary practically to duplicate their present plant.
Mr. MACKINNON.-The recommendation
was that it should be done by lecturers and
as~istants under the control of the professors.
Mr. BOYD.-The question is one of
plant.
1\-1r. l\IACKEY.-Of doubling the staff
more than the plant.
Mr. BOYD.-I may be wrong, but I
have a strong conviction-that several of the
professors-Professor Lyle among others-pointed out to the Commission the difficulty
with their present equipment of laboratories
of carrying On the lectures during the day,
and also in the evening.
Mr. MACKEy.-!t would certainly require an addition in his department ..
'Mr. BOYD.-That was in my mind, and
I think I am correct in saying so. If it is
desired, and I for 'One will be only too glad
to see the work carried on in the laboratories in 'the evenings, the Government can
put some money on the Estimates to provide for whatever equipment is necessary.
I feel that the Government are going on
right lines, and I am glad to see that,
although the evil tbat resulted to 'the University from the frauds was a very great
one, out of it much good is likely to result.
I trust that if I should find it necessary to
move an amendment 'in Committee in connexion with the appointment of the University Council the Minister in char!Z'.e of the
Bill will receive it in a reasonable light and
accept it.
Mr. TOUTCRER. - Without dealing
with the very admirable principles that
are
to
be
found
in
this
Bill,
I should like to congratulate the Goyernment on the in'troduction of such a measure. All those honorable members who
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represent mining constituencies and agricultural
constituencies
,yill be
very
glad to see that scientific training is
to be provided for those two \"ery
important industries. I am also glad to find
that there will be a system of co-opera60n
between the University and the schools of
mines and the agricultural colleges. ';Yhen
the Surplus Revenue Bill was under consideration, I pointed out that it would be a
yery good idea to make provision that in
centres such as Stawell, 'where there is a
school of mines, there should also be a
system of agricultural education.
The
Stawell School of Mines, owing to the
failure of gold mining lately in that district, has degenerated to some extent, and
strenuous endeavours are being made by the
people of the locality, by putting their
hands in their pockets and showing in
that practical way their appreciation of the
great benefits to be gained, to retain the
school. But if the Government could see
their way to establish an agricultural college there, or a class for agricultural teaching, it would be largely availed of. Stawel';
is the centre of a large and important agricultural district, as well as of a mining district. It is also a centre of the viticultural
lindustlry. The Great Western there is
famed for its wines. The sons of vignerons
are 1)ot able to get training for their sons
such as might be obtained in Mr. Irvine's.
cellar, but if there was a training school in
regard to the agricultural and viticultura t
industries, as well as in relation to miningr
much good would be done, and the present
institution could be retained as a school of
mines as at present.
I congratulate
the Government especiall y on making
provision for the State school scholars
rising to the highest positions in the
State', and for enabling our people to become an educated democracy, by spreading
the benefits of higher and better education
~l.mongst the masses.
One of my leading
planks during the last election was t.o assist
in enlightening the democracy by increasing
the facili6es for educati.)n and thorough
study, and spreading their beneficent influences throughout the State. For these
reasons I think the Government deserve the
heartiest congratulations from the whole
House for the introduction of this admirable Bill.
Mr. THOMSON.-I do not intend to
take up any time in the discussion of this
Bill, but I should like to ask for informa,.
tion about the appointments to the University. I notice in paragraph (d) of clause
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4, that twenty of the students are to be
nominated bv the Minister of Public Instruction and the Director of Education,
but it is not stated how the nominations are
to be made. Are they to be made as the
result of a competitiv~ examination, or are
the 'Minister and the Director to choose
those they think most fitted? If the selection is to be made by examination the
children in the country will be at a great
disadvantage-not that they are not equally
bright and intelligent as the children of
the larger centres, but the conditions of
education in the larger centres are better
than in the country districts. In the outh'ing districts chil~:lIen have not the sanle
facilities as those in the larger centres of
population, and if the scholars who are
sent to the University are chosen bv exami·
nation it will mean that they will be nearly
all taken from the larger centres. So far
as agriculture is concerned, I think it will
be better to adopt some scheme by which :l
certain number of children will be taken
from the outlying districts in the
During the last few years
country.
a great deal of good has been done
by the work In connexion with the
mining ~tnd the agricultural schools.
If more lecturers like Dr. Cherry, Dr.
Howell, and Mr. Crowe, were appointed,
there would be more than an adequate reo
turn for the money exp~nded.
In the
Western District, Dr. Cherry had certainly
at times a very small audience, but that is
not to be regarded as an indication that
little interest is taken in his lectures. Many
men, when ~hey had 10 or 12 miles to ri?~
on a dark mght, and along a bad road, dlel
not care about tackling it, but a man "'ould
know that his neighbour was going" and
he would afterwards go to that neighbour
and get from him the full benefit of the
lecture. I know men who have increased
their produce very considerably by attending the lectures and taking notes of what
Dr. Cherry advised, and the neighbours of
these people, seeing how they have succeeded, have adopted improved systems
from them. Unless a producer keeps everything up to a high standard, he is now
out of the running. In other countries this
In
matter is receiving great attention.
Canada, for instance, they go thoroughly
into this matter by not only sending out
lecturers, but by putting up silos and af·
fording the means of education on
these subjects all over the country.
I would recommend that the same
thing be done here.
If we had more
of these schools in the provincial centres
M,. Thomson.
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the children in the country districts could
be sent in to them. In centres where there
are some hundreds of children at school an
expert might be sent out to lecture, say, once
a week or once a month. A class could be
formed there to deal only with agriculture
or with mining in that particular district.
I throw out that hint, and I hope it will be
accepted, as the establishment of these
classes would bring about good results. The
farmers in the country districts, and the men
as well, now recognise that if they are
to make the most out of everything they must
adopt new schemes and ideas. Kow that
the Closer Settlement Bill is nearly through
Parliament, the Government should exert
themselves more than ever in this direction,
and afford facilities for our producers to
learn all the latest methods and the use of
manures and chemicals in order to get the
largest possible crops, and teach thenl
what their soil is most suited for, whether
for root crops, or fruit, or other kinds of
produce. If that is done, it will be found
that farmers will take mnch more interest
in these' questions, and that every year their
interest will increase.
A few years back
many of the farmers pooh-poohed the idea
of using chemical manures j but, having once
taken up the idea, there has been an enormous increase in the quantity of manure
sent out by such firms as Cumin'g, Smith,
and Co., and others, showing that the people
have seen the good effects that have been
brought about by a proper mode of cultivating their land. I hope that the Government will do something in the direction I
have indicated, and that lecturers will be
sent to the larger centres to hold classes once
a week or once a month, so that the children
in the country will have greater facilities
than at pr,esent for obtaining this knowledge.
:Mr. LEVIEN.-This is a measure that
is sure to commend itself to honorable members. It is a measure that appears to be
introduced quite in season, and is one which
wj}} afford facilities for a number of young
men in the country, and elsewhere, who
desire to obtain the highest possible training
scientifically, particularly in connexion with
mining and agriculture, to obtain that training. It is a measure that appears to me
as putting to the best economic use the
institutions that we now possess, and to
focus their energies in the direction that is
really essential at the present time. We
have excellent institutions now, but they are
not complete. The agricultural colleges that
were established under the Act passed manv
years ago are affording aver)' high-clas's
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education, but it is more in the direction of
a practical education than a scientific education. While the practical education that is
given is very excellent, the scientific education imparted there requires to be enlarged,
and to be on a more comprehensive scale.
By the facilities afforded under this measure students from those institutions, and
also many of the State school students, will
be able to pass from the less pretentious
courses of education, and obtain the
\'iery highest possible education it is
This
necessary for them to acquire.
Bill is good in so far as it appropriates
money for the purpose of affording this
education. We failed in our first efforts
at agricultural education because we had no
money.
The system was simply at the
mercy of the Treasurer, and depended upon
his providing money each year upon the
Estimates. Our first efforts in connexion
with agricultural education at the Longerenong and Dookie colleges resulted in failure,
'and the fees had to be returned to the students because the professors who were requisite to carry out the contemplated curriculum
were not present. We know that for some
time past one school has been used
as a receotacle for reformatorv children.
Fortunately, a measure was introduced which
provided funds in the shape of an income
derived from the reservation of 2.10,000
acres of land, and our institution, being no
longer dependenf upon the condition of our
finances, has had ample means of providing
excellent instruction and turning out a number of scholars everv year. The honorable
member for Melbou~n~ questioned the propriety of three members of the Universitv
Council being nominated by the Governor in
Council, but I think that is a wise provision,
if properly adminstered. We cannot be altogether pleased with some of the nominations that have been made to several of our
boards. I will not specifically refer to them,
but the boards I mean will suggest themselves to honorable members. The members
nominated by Parliament have not all been
the wisest selection, and it appears to me
that in some cases they have been nominated
more through party interests than from consideration of the public interests. We may
hope that examples of this kind will not
present themselves in connexion ",,·ith future
appointments. It is desirable that these
institutions should have a reoresentative in
Parliament, particularly in ·our reformed
Parliament, now that ,ve propose to enter
more extensively upon practical and
domestic legislation. The larger political
questions have been sent to another tribunal
to deal with.
I theFefore approve of
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the principle that the Univers·ity Council.
under this BiJl shall be increased by the
appointment of members who will no doubt
represent the interests that should be represented. It seems to me that the measure is
exceedingly well planned, because it will
bring into one educational system the whole
of our existing systems, and utilize to the
best advantage those institutions that are
now bringing our students to a certain
point
in
their
tramIng.
I do not suppose that a very great number
of young people will seek to obtain a degree
at the University. That practical teaching
which cannot be provided at the University
may be obtained at the agricultural colleges and the schools of mines, where the
elwironment is very much more favorable
to that class of practical training
than it is at the university.
I have
very great p.leasure in supporting the measure. The honorable member for Dundas
has referred to lectures. Well, lectures have
been wry useful 1n the past, and I have no
dcubt that tneir usefulness will be much
more recognised in the future, for the lecturing system is a cheap and efficient way
of spreading knowlerlge amongst the
That clas$ of teaching "'olIld
people.
hardly come within the scope of this Bill.
Agricultural and mining education cannot
be obtained at one institution, but must be
obtained at many institutions, and in many
ways. The highest branches will, of course,
b~ obtained at the University.
"JIr. PRE~DERGAST.-I am again in
the position of supporting a Government
measure, and I hope my friends in the GQvernment corner will not find fresh reasons,
in consequence, to complain about the Government. On the occasion when an exmember of the Chamber was invited here to
receive an address on account of the work
he had done in connexion with the University Commission, I pointed out that it
would be wise to introduce technical education into the University. I am glad to see
that the Premier has, in this instance, done
something to push forward technical education in t,he University, for I am sure it
will be of immense value to the country.
The opportunities for getting an education as a mining expert or as an
agricultural expert in the complete sense
are now sadly lacking. To some extent our agricultural college at Dookie
does a certain class of agricultural
work, but the work is not carried to the extent it should be, or would be, 'if the money
were spent in giving that education at the
University. The work done at the schools
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of mines at Ballarat, Bendigo, and Stawell English-speaking world in his particular
is of a spasmodic character, and is not calling. I mean Professor Gregory-a man
carried out to that degree of perfection to of immense value to this State, who was alinsure to the scholars sufficient knowledge lowed to go away to teach mining where
to make great teachers of them. I am glad, there is no mining done, and who might
that the Premier has adopted the principle have been retained here, where mining is
in connexion with this Bill that the carried on, to spread geological knowledge
children who go to the State schools are to in regard to our gold., coal, and other minehave an opportunity of going through the ral resources existing in abundance. I hope
University, without regard to their position it will not be taken as a crime that I offer
in life, amI onl y on account of their ability. my hearty appreciation of the step the GoRe is recognising that principle in taking vernment is now taking. It is a step in
the twe,nty students from the State the direction of popularizing our Univer~
schools who stand highest according to sity. The Premier has taken one great
marks to be sent to the University, and in step that at first I did not approve of,
this way a nurr.ber of men will be turned namely, that of asking people who have
out who will prove of material value money to spare to endow our University,
to the State in the future. This is the first so that it will become more acstep of this kind that has been taken in con- cessible to those who have capacity only,
nexion with our University. This is the and will not continue to be the dumpingfirst step, but I hope it will be taken with ground for the sons and daughters of those
the object of taking a second, third, fourth, who have money, and who remain there
and fifth step subsequently, so that we may year after year to be turned out as indifbe 2.ble to absorb from the State schools ferent members of the professions. I hope
all the men with the requisite capacity to the University, in future, will be for the
carrv on the work of this country in the use of all classes, and, in view of that
futlire. Our children should be able, start- hope, I congratulate the Premier and
ing with the A, B, ~ in the State schools, to the honorary Minister (1\1r. Mackey) on
go right through and complete their educa- the step taken in this Bill. The Governtion at the University.
Those who display ment have also taken a wise step in procapacity and a desire for work in the State, posing to place Members of Parliament on
schools should be allowed to· go through the the council, for these members will be reUniversity.
The honorable member for sponsible to the people, and will have to
l\lelboume suggested' that the Profes- answer for any of their misdeeds in consorial Board should be placed upon the nexion with the University. I am glad,
Council of the University. I am not pre- also, that the Government do not propose
pared to say now whether it would be wise ,to give these members a life tenure, . but
or unwise to do that. The University Coun- p:-opose that they shall remain members of
cil that had it within their power to re- the council only so long a~ they remain
move Professor Marshall-Hall from the representatives of the people. I hope the
Professorial Board because he did not agree wisdom of this step will be made apparent,
with them in certain dogmatic matters is a and that it will be found to be for the good
hJdy that seems to me to require some fresh of the University. There is one matter
blood introduced into it.
I would ask the Premier to consider, and
that is the expense involved in the pur~Ir. BOYD.-The prof,essors were not in chase of books required at the University.
favoUI of removing ·Professor Marshall- This expense is severely felt by the
Hall.
students of poor parents, and I ,think the
~Ir. PRENDERGAST.-We want men necessary literature should be provided by
on the council of a more independent turn the Government. It would be a very small
of mind" and not men who will merely con- matter to the State, but would be -a verv
sider a man's religious qualifications ..
great advantage to the children of poor
parents-children
who have to make their
~Ir. MACKINNON.-I fancy the professors in that case were with Professor Mar- way in the world. The honorary minister
(~fr. Mackey), who has had to fight his
shall-Hall.
way through the University, will appre~Ir. PRENDERGAST.-Some of them; ciate this point.
I have had some experibut I think some of them were against him. ence of this expense in my own family.
I was sorry to see the ranks of the Profes- The students of poor parents have to
sorial Board depleted by the departure go around the second-hand book shops
from Victoria of one of the ablest men we to spend the few shillings they have
ever had her,e, and perhaps the ablest in the to the best advatntage.
I hope the
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Premier and the honorary Minister will give
us an assurance ,that no student shall be
allowed to fall out, and no parent submitted to) extreme pressure, through the
expense of purchasing books, but that a
small library shall be provided by the Gove7nment for Ithe use of these students. If
the Government do that they will complete
the good work they have commenced. I
also hope to see the principle in this Bill
extended in the future, so that a great
many more children from the State schools
may go through the University without any
cost to their parents.
Mr. D·CFFUS.-Like other honorable
members, I congratulate the Government on
introducing this measure. I have no doubt
that a very large number of students from
the country districts will avail themselves
of the oppOltunity of receiving an education at the University in agriculture and
mining. I notice that clause 4 provides
that eighty students attending State schools
·-twenty of whom may be nominated by
the Minister of Public Instruction and
the Director of Education - may receive free education at the Universit\·.
I think the clause should go
further than that.
In the countrv
districts, there are a very large nun]'.
ber of private schools. I refer to the
Roman Catholic schools, which educate a
very large number of young people, and
equally as well as children are educated
in th.e .State schools. I do not see why some
prOVISIon should not be made in the Bill
for taking in a certain number of students
from these schools.
:Mr. LEVIEN. - 'Vhv not from any
"
school?
Mr. D'CFFUS.-Yes) if you choose j
but, at any rate, these· schools should not
be overlooked, for they, as we know, relieve the State of a very large amount of
expenditure, because the cost of educatin a
these children is borne by the parents.
would like ,to see provision made in the
Bill that, in addition to the twenty taken
each year from the State schools, a certain
number shall be taken from the private
schools. I think this is a very important
m~tter which has been overlooked by the
Government, and I hope that in Committee
the Minister will be prepared to accept an
amendment dealing with it.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then read a second time,
and committed.
Discussion took place on clause 2, which
was as follows:-

I
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versity Act 1890, there shall be three additional
members of the said Council, and the Governor
in Council may appoint such 'additional members.
(2) One of such additional members shall be a
person who is a member 0 E the Leaislative Council, and two of such additional ~lembers shall
be perc;ons who are members of the Legislative
Assembly. Any of such three additional members, upon ceasing to be a Member of Parliament
shall thereupon cease to be a member of the
Council of the University.
(3) Ar;ty of the said appointed members may
at any hme be removed bv the Governor in Council, and when f.rom any caus.e the seat of any of
such members m the Councd of the University
be~omes vacant the Governor in Council mav appomt some other qualified person to fili the
v2.cancy.

Mr. BOYD said

h~

desired to move-

That" three" be omitted from sub-clause (1)
and "four» inserted in lieu thereof.

He also wished to insert the words "that
the Director of Education shall be ex
officio a member of the University Coun-

cil. "
Mr. BENT.-He is already.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-Let the honorable
member alter "three" to "four" and we
will put on a member of the T:ades Hall
Council.
Mr. BOYD said he would like the Director of Education to be a permanent member of the University Council.
Mr. BENT.-The matter has been thrashed
out thoroughly, and an agreement arriyed
at with the University authorities.
Mr. BOYD said that if the Premier did
?ot wa:~t t?e amendment he would not press
It, but If It was a matter of no importance
to the honorable gentleman he would yery
m~ch like to get it in. As the Director of
Education was at present a member of the
University Council, the amendment could
make very little difference.
Mr. BENT.-In the sweet by-and-by we
rna y do something of the sort.
.

Mr. MACKINNON said the Royal Commission certainly made a fairly strong recommendation about the Director of Education.
The Universitv authorities were
always in a position to "get a suitable gentleman of that sort elected, and that was
what they did in this particular case. He
imagined that the University would always
be willing to see that the Director of Education was a member of the University
Council. He knew that the members of the
Council were fairly well satisfied with this
arrangement, because he had ~poken to
(I) In addition to the twenty members of the
Council elected by the Senate, pursuant to the Uni- some of the more active among them.
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:Mr. BENT.-We have gone to a great of this community had laboured under a
lot of trouble over this matter, so do not very great grievance for years past. There
disturb the arrangement.
was no question about that. He had always
Mr. :McCUTCHEON .said he would like felt it. They had relieved the expenditure
some explanation of sub-clause (2), which of this country immensely by educating their
provided that of the three additional mem- own children at their own cost, and he
bers of the University Council, one should thought it would be only reasonable that on
be a member of the Legislative Council, the nomination of the Minister of Public
and two members of the Legislative As- Instruction and the Director of Education,
sembly. 'Vhy were those gentlemen to be poor scholars generally, no matter of what
appointed members of the University Coun- creed or of what country, should be eligible.
He supposed that 'half-castes would come
cil? '''hat was the object to be served?
~Ir. BENT.-To raise the educational under this provisicn. Why should they not?
There was a half-caste who was a member
status, of course.
~ir.
McCUTCHEON.-Of the three of the Bar., and was doing very well.
. Mr. MACKEY.-He is a full caste, is he
members or 'of the Universitv?
not?
Mr. BENT.-Of the Unive;sity.
Mr. GAU~SO~.-No; he was no more
:\lr. MACKEY said the object III new a full caste than he (Mr. Gaunson) was a
in proposing that three Memb~rs of P ar- 'half-caste. In a democratic communi tv like
liament should become members of the Uni- England men were admitted to the bar" wheversity Council was that since Parliament ther black or white. Members of the yellow
provided the major portion of the funds race from India were admitted to practise
of the Universit,·, it should be kept at the bar in England, and he could give a
thoroughly
to~ch with the University similar instance in this country of a man
authorities, and that there should be some who was not a full-blooded white practisone in each House of Parliament who would ing at the bar, and being paid a very high
be able to explain matters concerning the salary by the State to pros·ecute on behalf
University.
of the Crown. What justification could
~1r. McCUTCHEON said he was perhoncrable members offer to their consciences
fect! v satisfied with the explanation. He if they were to throw out the suggestion
could see that sub-clause (2) was proposed the honorable member for Port Fairy made?
for financial reasons, and he thought it was It was a most reasonable suggestion. He
a very wise arrangement. Until it was ex- (Mr. Gaunson) was not a Roman Catholic,
plained, however, he did not think the pub- but he did n'Ot care a snap of the fingers
lic would understand it.
what a man's religion was. God carried
The clause was agreed to.
His own by many roads to Heaven, no matClause 3 was verbally amended and ter whether they were Presbyterians or Hinagreed to.
doos. He did nct believe in a narroWDiscussion took place on clause 4, set- minded system. In order to carry out the
ting forth, among the conditions of the ad- suggestion of the honorable member for
ditional annual grant of £II,OOO to the Port Fairy, he begged to moveUniversityThat the words "State school" be omitted

in

(d) That in order to assist State school scholar,;;
proceed to degrees and diplomas in mining or
in agriculture, the U niversitr will from time tv
time take, without fee, at least 80 students, of
whom 20 shall in each year be nominated by the
Minister of Public Instruction and the Director
of Education for a four years' course.
t)

from paragraph (d).

The provision would then read "that in
order to assist scholars to proceed to degrees and diplomas in mining or in agriculture," and so on, the University was
to take, without fee, at least 80 students, of
Mr. GAUNSON expressed the opinion whom 20 should in each year be nominated
that the amendment suggested by the hon- bv the Minister of Public Instruction and
orable member for Port Fairy should be the Director of Education for a fcur years'
taken into consideration, in dealing with course. That would leave 60 scholarships
Surely honorable members for other scholars. Why should this privithis clause.
were large hearted and liberal enough not lege be restricted to State school scholars?
to thrust the Roman Catholics out of the Why should ether poor scholars be shut
additional privileges that were to be given out?
Mr. WATT .-Why not move the omission
to poor State scholars.
Mr. BENT.-But the money is all fixed of "State" and the insertion of "primary;'?
.
up.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Verv well. The hon~ir. GAU~SON said he did not s·ee that
such was the case. The Roman Catholics orable member could make that proposal if
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he liked. If his (Mr. Gaunson's) amendment was adopted it would leave the University authorities free to pick and choose
whom they lil{:ed. He did not see why a
man should be excluded because he belonged
to a religion that was in a minority in this
country. The Roman Catholics were "ery
loyal to the institutions of Victoria, and always had been, and he most earnestly deprecated the proposal to shut them out of
this privilege. He \yould have no objection
to altering 'his amendment in the \~'ay the
honorable member for Essendon had suggested j but if the honorable member for
Port F airy had prepared an amendment,
he would \yithdra \Y his proposal. He did
not want to interfere if the honorable member was prepared ",ith an amendment" and
only rose to express his sympat'hy with the
honorable member's suggestion.
The amendment was withdrawn.
~1r. D'CFF'CS said he had prepared a
small amendment which would meet the
case. He did not wish to introduce any
sectarian feeling into this matter at a11none whatever. His amendment was a reasonable one. He begged to propose-That after the words "State school scholars"
the words "and others" be inserted.

If that was agreed to he would afterwards
move the addition to paJagraph (d) of the
words "of whom fifteen at least shall be
State school scholars."
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Oh, leave that out.
~1r. DUFFUS said that would leave a
small proportion to be taken from outside
schools-five scholars each year. He thought
that would be a very reasonable amendment,
which might be unanimously accepted by
the Committee.
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Leave the 'Cniversity authorities to pick and choose the scholars
wherever they can get them.
Mr. Dl!FFUS said he thought his amendment would be more likely to meet with
the approval of the Committee than any
proposal to leave the matter more open.
1\1r. BENT said he regretted that the
Government could not accept this amendment. They were providing this money for
State school scholars. ,That arrangement
embraced every religion.
~fr. GAUNSON.-N'O; it does not.
Mr. BEXT said ,the Government had
made this arrangement "'ith the University authorities after oY'er three months' consideration. As to the proposal to let five
outside scholars come in, there was nothing
in 'it. The Government were limiting this
privilege to State school scholars in order
to assist those who were chosen to proceed
to degrees and diplomas in mining or in
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agriculture at the University. How could
the Minister of Public Instruction or the
Director of Education nominate any children from Catholic schools? It must not
b2 said that he (Mr. Bent) was against
Roman Catholics.
Mr. GAUNSON.-No, no.
Mr. BE~T said the honorable member
for the Public Officers mentioned Roman
Catholic school scholars, ,and that was what
was meant.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Yes.
Mr. BENT said the Government intended
this provision to be for State school scholars
only, and they could not accept any amendment at all. This Bill provided one complete scheme, and any alteration" especially
in the way indicated, would spoil the whole
scheme. He had hopea that the Bill would
go through without any attempt at alteration.
The Government had had a great
deal of fighting to obtain this, and, as the
leader of the Opposition said, if 'this scheme
were started now it could be improved upon
He thought the suggestion that
later on.
had been made that the ponr students
should be assisted to obtai~ books was a
very valuable one.
Mr. THOMSO~ said he regretted \"ery
much that the Gm'ernment could not see
He
their way to accept the amendrr.ent.
preferred the alteration that was suggested
by the honorable member for the Public
Officers, but he certainly thought that all
It
primary schools should be included.
was well known thai both German and
Catholic schools were conducted 'at the expense of the parents alone, and there was
no reason whatever why the children in
those schools should be prevented from taking advantage of this Bill.
It had not
been made clear hOow the students would
be selected-whether or not they would be
selected by means of an examination.
Mr. 'MACKEY.-No, that is not proposed.
Mr. THOMSON said that the brightest
boys at an examination were nat always
those who made the best mark in after
life.
Those boys who showed an inclination for mining 'or agriculture should ha\"e
the preference.
Not only that, but care
should be taken that the countrv districts
If the ex;rr.inations
were not shut out.
were centralized in Melbourne, that would
If those chi ldren
cerf ainl y be the resul t.
were to be chosen who had the highest
marks, irrespective of the districts in which
thev lived, all the students, or nearly all of
them, would be chosen from the large centres.
Mr. BEARD expressed the opiniOon that
this Bill went a great deal further than the
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present Educa.tion Act, with regard to versitv was that a certain number of free
Catholic children.
The Education Act ad- students should be entere.d each vear. 'The
mitted Catholic children into the State University authorities would n'ot be in a
schools, but under this Bill they would position to decide whether those students
not be allowed to go from their ovm pri- were properly or impro'perly selected from
It \-vas sorr.ewhat remary schools to the' University. That was the primary schools.
practically a worse thing than the other.' markable that when the leader of the OpAfter the children left the primary schools, position made a suggestion that would really
the question of religion rr.ight very well be involve additional expense, the Premier at
disregarded, and they might all be allowed once agreed to it.
to start equal, so far as the University was
Mr. BENT.-Surely it is wise to provide
concerned.
Therefore, he hoped the Go- these students with books.
vernment would accept the suggestion of
Mr. WATT said he thought the idea was
the honorable member for the Public a very good one, and he was rather surOfficers so as to give every child in the prised that it should come from a quarter
prirr.ary schools a chance of getting this where good ideas were somewhat unusual.
higher teaching irrespective of colour, creed,
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-The honorable memor nationality.
ber is suffering from swelled head.
Mr . WATT said that could not be asMr. :MACKEY stated that, with regard
to the question put by the honorable mem- se.rted about the leadeI', of: the Oppos'iber for Dundas, there were scholarships' tion, because wood did not swell.
and exhibitions awarded in our State schools
:Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-And a bit petulant
at the present time. They were given on the into the bargain.
It was found, howexamination results.
Mr. VV ATT said he thought he had manever, that since the facilities for coaching for
aged
to preserve his equilibrium, notwiththese examinations were more abundant in
the large centres than in the countrv dis- standing the violent attacks made upon hirr~
And this retricts, the tendencv was for those scholar- by the honorable member.
ships and exhibitions to go almost exclu- minded him that at the proper time he insively to boys and girls from the large cen- tended again to challenge the pO.5i.tion \\'!lich
tres.
'Hence it was not intended in the that hono~able member took up at the table,
case of these 80 students-2o per annurr. and to see whether the Speaker would not
-that that system should be pursued. The rule him out of order in monopolizing the
He hoped that
matter was to be le.ft open so that it might table in the manner he did.
the
suggestion
of
the
honorable
member for
be dealt \vith by regulation.
The fullest
discretion was to be given to the Minister the Public Officers would be accepted, and
of Public Instruction, together with the he would advise the honorable rr.ember for
Director of Education) after a conference Port Fairv to withdraw his amendment.
with the Agricultural and Mines' Depart- Let the word "primary" be inserted inments, to select the students.
It was in- stead of "State," and then let the fullest
tended that those students should be taken discretion be given to the Minister of Pubfrom the various districts throughout the lic Instruction and his chief executive officer
country, because mining and agriculture in making a selection.
Mr. GA UNSON stated that if the honorwere, of course, country employments.
able member for Port Fairv would \vithMr. WATT said he thought the Governdraw his amendment, he (Mr. Gaunson)
ment were to be congratulated on thus early
,vould submit his proposal to strike out the
redeeming the promise they made on the
word "State," with a view of inserting
hustings to give the children in the prirr.ary
" primary."
He hoped the Premier would
schools an opportunity of obtaining a UniThe amendrr.ent
take this matter kindly.
versity education.
It appeared to him,
would not, in the slightest degree, derogate
however, that it would be unwise at present
from the powers of the Government, or
to restrict this provision absolutely to State
of the Governments which would succeed it.
The Premier spoke of
school scholars.
~ir. BENT.-If you carry this amends?me bargain with the University authoriWe have
ties, but surely no arrangement of that kind ment we will go no further.
could take precedence over the wishes of gone into this matter, and have appealed to
honorable members, and if thev do not like
Parliament.
Mr. BENT.-Quite right j but it should it we will throw up the Bill. '
have some we.ight.
]Ir. GAUNSON said that when the
Mr. WATT said that it seemed to him Prr.mier made an appeal of that sort, honorthat the only bargain made with, the Uni- able merr.bers must all respect it.
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l\ir. BENT.--Honorable, members know
full well the trouble we have been to with
regard to this Bill.
Mr. GAUNSON said he granted that,
but at the same time he hoped that "consideration, like an angel," would come to
the Premier.
There was no denying the
fact that t.he Catholics in this community
were a large body.
Mr. BENT.-I will do as much for the
Catholics as anyone. Catholics go to the
State schools every day.
Mr. GAUNSON said they did not.
Mr. BENT.-Oh, yes, they do.
Mr. GAUNSON said the way in which
the Catholics of this country had supported
their own schools was astonishing.
Mr. BENT.-I know that.
Mr. GAUNSON said he had often felt
that if he were a Catholic clergyman he
would pray to God to keep the Education
Act standing as long as possible, because it
would keep his flock more together. Still,
members should not forget that the Catholics felt this to be a grievance, and the adoption of the amendment would be a most
graceful concession. Not only that, but it
would give them an opportunity where there
were poor parents of sending their children
for these scholarships to be chosen by the
Government of the day. Under the circumstances, however, after the Premier's announcement, he felt that he was paralyzed.
The electric current was put on, and he was
Truly, such a declaration by the
dead.
Premier was putting a dreadful pressure
upon this House, and was a great mistake.
To give further consideration . it would be
well for the Premier to sleen over it.
Mr. BENT.-We have had a good many
sleepless nights over this.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was sorry the
Premier was in that frame of mind. .
Mr. LEVIEN expressed the opinion that
it was a great pity that the question of the
Catholic, or any other denomination, had
been raised at a"H.
Mr. GAUNSON.-They are a large body.
What is the use of being mealy-mouthed
about it? We are all Protestants, and can
afford to be generous.
Mr. LEVIEN said the question of whether Catholics could gO to State schools, or
did go, was not present in his mind at all.
What he was thinking of was that there was
in the State a large number of young people
who had been educated at schools outside of
this State. Why should they be shut out
simply because they had not been to a Victorian State school? The Council of Agricultural Education prescribed only that canaidates should have a State school certificate
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or its equivalent in learning. That Iegulation, which, was sanctioned by the Governor
in Council, had no reference whatever to the
question of denomination, which was altogether absent from the council's thoughts
when the regulation was framed. All he
desired was that no children should be shut
out. He agreed with the Government entirely
that this proposal was a link between the
State schools and the University,and it should
in any case bear that print upon it strongly.
The nominations would be made by the
Director of Education, and a certain prescribed examination 'Would be provided by
the Minister. All that he desired was that
no children who wished to enjoy the education which they were entitled to enjoy should
be shut out. It was true that they could all
attend the State schools if they liked, but
young men or women might come here from
other parts, and they would be shut out
under the system the Government proposed.
Of course, they need not be admitted unless
the Government pleased. It could be provided that at least fifteen of the twenty
pupils should be nominated by the Education Department from amongst State school
scholars, but the field of selection could be
made larger.
'Mr. GAUNSON. - The Government could
still select all from the State schools, but
this amendment gives them the opportunity
of going outside the State schools if they
choose.
Mr. LEVIEN said he would not at this
stage press his views, after the statement
of the Premier, because the Bill was so
valuable and so good that he for one could
not afford to see it lost. It was an excellent
Bill, but it would be very much better and
fairer to all the people {f it was provided
that, say, not more than five could be taken
from others who might present themselves.
He hooed the Government would not have
the Biil passed to-night, but would leave it,
at anv rate. in such a state that they could
sleep over 'it and see whether they could
meet the views of honorable members.
Mr. BENT.-It is not a new question ,,·ith
us.
Mr. LEVIEN said he was not going to
support any proposal that would cause the
Government to take the responsibility of
saying they would withdraw - the Bill; but
still that was not a wise or proper position
for the Government to take up.
Mr. McCUTCHEON remarked that. as
the honorable member for Port F airy "had
pointed out, a number of children might be
shut out by this proposal j but, if the honorable member's amendment was carried, he
J
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would find that the whole of the denominations would be setting themselves on to the
two gentlemen named in this clause, and
there would be more sectaIian feeling and
more annoyance and worry to the Minister
of Public Instruction and to the Director
than those two men could stand.
:Mr. WATT.-The Minister could not
stand much worry.
~h. McCUTCHEOK said that if it was
simply confined to some particular class
that had a grievance it might be possible
to get this amendment carried, but the matter could not be opened to this one class
without opening it to all the other denomiHe was putting a reasonable
nations.
vie,,, to the Committee, and was not taking
up this attitude from want of sympathy
with the honorable member for Port F airy.
He knew what this church had done, a~d
what a marvel of self-denial and a marvel
of exertion it ,,'as. If other churches were
like that there would be no need for the
State to layout money in education
at all. He was not putting this aspect
of the case from any narrow view at
all, but as a reason why the Government should maintain their attitude. If
they did not they 'would set the whole
of the denominations bv the ears. Each
one would try to get it-'s children in, and
there would be annoyance and confusion
and strife in the State school system in
place of peace and contentment. -'
)fr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) stated
that he regretted exceedingly that all the
scholarships '''ere not to be thrown open to
public examin::ition for scholars in the primary schools.
:I\h. MACKEY.-There is to be no examination under this proposal in the usual
sense of the word at all.
1\1r. J. "'vV. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said that
,,'as what he regretted, because no matter
what other method was adopted, the Government must 'oe accused of favoritism.
The Government proposal left the door wide
open to favoritism.
There' could be no
satisfaction where the masters of particular
schools recommended and where Directors
or Ministers selected students. 'Vho should
say for what reasons they selected them?
The only valid position that Parliament
could take up was to make the scholarships
open by public examination. With regard
to the objection of the honorable member
for St. Kilda that one section could not be
admitted on account of others desiring the
same privilege, of course others had the
right to it, and he regretted exceedingly
that the Government had taken up the atti-
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tude indicated bv the Premier. He would
vote for the amel;dment, but he ,,'auld much
prefer to see the whole of the scholarships
a,rarded to those who won them, even under
certain ages~ no matter where they might
have obtained their early tuition. After all,
there could only be one object in view in
the Bill, and that was to develop the natural
talents possessed by the children of poor
parents. If the parents of those children
had conscientious objections to their attending a particular school, why shoulo Parliament as a governing 'body punish the children for the conscientious objections not
held by them, but by their parents? That
was a ridiculous attitude for Parliament to
take up. Under the system the Government
proposed, the colour or' creed question would
co:ne in to a greater extent than ever, because after all there were all kinds of
creeds in the State schools. Some of the
children were those of parents who were
not so particular, perhaps, as others, and
did honorable members mean to tell him
that influence would riot be energetically
Of course it
and actively employed?
wO'.lld.
Mr. DU.FFUS expressed the hope that
the Premier would take a more reasonable
attitude on this matter. :ae did not think
his amendment waS at all out of the way.
Its object was simply to leave these scholarships open to all classes in the community,
independently of whether they attended
State schools or otl:er schools. Such a proposal might be agreed to all round the
House, and he intended to press it to a
division.
~Ir. F AIRBAIR~ remarked that as it
was proposed to press the amendment to a
division, he wished to say that, seeing that
the Government had put their back up about
it, the House could not afford to lose the
Bill. The money that the Government were
going to vote for these scholarships did
seem to be in a slightly different category
f rom the money voted every year for the
ordinary State school system. It was a
sort of free gift outside that vote. From
one reason and another some people, owing
to religious feelings, had separate schools
of their own, and their children did not
attend the State schools, fout still they paid
the taxes in this country, and therefore thev
had actually to pay some of this money, and
it did seem hard that their children should
have no opportunity at all of partIcipating
in these scholarships, However, as the Goyernment had given the matter greater consideration probabl y than he had, he did not
want to press his views, and of course if

IN D E X.
"VOLIS.

:1.07,

:1.08,

LEGISLA'rIVE

ABBOTT, Hon. J. H. (Bendigo Prov.).-Introduced and sworn, 860.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2448, 2456, 2512,2513,
26 92.
Examination of Mr. Norman, Chief Engineer
of Way and Works, at Bar, lIi6.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 1267.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 19°5,
1907, 1908, 1909, 1981, 2028, 2°33, 2036,
2037, 2°44, 2087, 270~, 27 06 .
Railway Department":'N ew Regulations re
Excursion Trains, 1316, 1319.
Sunday Openi.ng of Public Library, &c., 2610.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street Railway Station, 889, 996, 999; Bendigo Art
Gallery, 1091; SUJ.loury Waterworks, 19°2;
Walhalla Railway, 1I55.
University Bill, 2313.
(Death announced, and adjournment of the
Housc in consequence, 2922-3')
Abruzzi, Duke of the-Accommodated with a
chair on the floor of the House, 1096.
Addresses to the Governor-In reply to His Excellency's speech on opening Parliament,
15; welcoming His Excellency to Victoria,
33; requesting transmission to Secretary of
State for the Colonies of joint resolution re
attack by Russian Baltic fleet on North Sea
trawlers, 2686.
Adiournments of the House-In consequence of
the death of Mr. Gray, M.P., 413-4; subject of adjournments of the House discussed, 774; over "Cup" holidays, 2520;
in consequence of the death of Mr. Abbott,
M.P., 2922-3. (See also frIotion jar the Adjournment oj the Hou.se.)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read
first time, 1869; passed through remaining
stages, 27°7.
AIKMAN, Hon. J. G. (Melb. West Prov.)
Acting Chairman of Committees, II70.
Artificial Manure Billl 2380, 2381, 2382.
Closer Settlement Bill, 22.l3, 2287, 2616.
Examination of Public Office'rs at the Bar,
1090; Mr. Tait, II44; Mr. Norman, II46,
1147; Mr. Black, 1148, 1153.
Governor's Speech, 62.
Instruments Act Further
Amendment Bill,
126 9.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 1099.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3308.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2046,
2050, 2085.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-men,
133 8 , 1368 , 1370, 15 22 .
SES. 1904.-a.

::1.09.

COUNCIL.

AIK)IAN, Hon. J. G. (continued)St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 311 I.
Surplus Revenue Bill-\Valhalla Railway,
1014, 1017, lOIS, 108S, 1087, Il61, 1256. .
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Purchase of
Dredge, 3252, 3253; Erection of Cool Store
at Doncaster, 3252.
Alexandra Park Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 1848; passed
through remaining stafles, 2777.
Appropriation Bill-RecelVed from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 2964; second
reading, 3029; considered in Committee,
3030; read third time, 3035.
Artificial Manure Bill-H.eceivcd from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 2069;
second reading moved by Mr. Pitt, 2376;
Bill read second time, 2380 i consi-clered in
Committee, 238o; read third time, 2383.
Assent to Bills, 280, 939, 1320, 15°7, 1903, 2227,
249 8, 29 64, 3 16 7, 3337·
BAILLIEU, I-Ion. W. L. (N. Prov.)
Closer Settlement Bill, 23.011 2447, 2455, 2456~
2502, 2506, 2507, 2510, 25 12 , 25 13, 2514,
2S17, 261 5, 2688, 2689, 2691, 26 9 2, 2693,
2694, 2696, 2700, 27 01 , 2966, 2967.
Constable Roger Trewick, 1316.
Constitution Act 1903 Amendment Bill, 1586.
Examinafion of Mr. Black, District Surveyor,
at Bar, 1154; Mr. Norman, 1179, 1182;
Mr. Tait, 1I87.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bili,
3 1 71 , 3 1 75.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 235.
Governor's Speech, 107.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 163.
Local Government Act 1903 .'\mendment Bill
(No.2), 1267.
Mines Acts Further Amend\1,nnt Bill, 1799,
186S, 1920, 19211 IS179, H)Sr, 2028, 2029,
20 30 , 20 3 1, 20 3 2, 20 39-, ::zo.,6, 2044, 2047,
2048, 20S0, 2051, 2090, 2117, 2119,2121,
2122, 2125, 2706, 2767, 2769, 2/iO, 2771,
277 2, 2971.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 750.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 1100, 1I0!.
Railway Department-Carriage of Grain and
Coal, 64, 65; New Regulations re Excursion
Trains, 1318; Hours of Engine-men, 1521,
15 8 5.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill, No.
2), 3166.
Real Property Bill, 470, 472, 2775.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3 16 7.
Stamps Acts Amenclment llill, 1265.

(2)

INDEX.

BAILLIEU, Hon. W. L. (conttnued), Statistics Collection Bill, 689, 690, 692.
Surplus Revenue Bill-vVelshpool Tramway,
773; Flinders-street Railway Station, 883;
Walhalla Railway, 1011, II59.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2}-Erection of
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250; Compensation for Closing of Hotels at- North Melbourne, 3253; Construction of Rolling-stock,
3 2 53.
University Bill, 2313.
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 1581.
BALFOUR, Hon. JAMES (East Yarra Prov.)
Address of 'Welcome to the Governor, 33.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2380, 2382.
Attendance of Minister of Railways in Cou~,cil Chamber, 771.
)
Closer Settlement Bill, 2243, 2433, 2434,
2439, 25 00 , 25 08 , 2509, 2510, 2616, 2617,
2622, 2623, 2624, 2690, 2694, 2696, 2700,
27 02 , 29 6 5, 296 7.
Death of Mr. Abbott, M.P., 2922.
Election of President, 2.
Examination of Public Officers at the Bar,
10<)0; Mr. Norman, 1178; Mr. Tait, 1187.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 2 46 .
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Bill, 3174.
Governor's Speech, 39.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 237 2, 2374.
Income Tax Bill, 2984.
Inebriates Bill, 2826, 2830, 3035, 3036, 3037,
30 38, 30 39.
Juries Acts 'Amendment Bill, 563.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 164.
Licences Renewal Bill, 2310.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No·3), 13 6 5, 1366.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1863,
1981, 2028, 2031, 2038, 2042, 2045, 2047,
2078, 2089, 2090, 2117, 2118, 2120, 2121,
2~27, 27 6 7, 27 6 <), 297 1, 227.5·
PolIce Offences Act Amendment Bill, 97,166,
75 6 , 7S7, 13 28 , 296 4.
Railway Department-Carriage of Live Stock,
3 1 ; Hours of Engine-men, 1369, 1370, 1371.
Rulings as Acting Chairman-Amendments increasing proposed Expenditure, 762, 763.
Russian Baltic Fleet, 2687.
Scripture Lessons in ~tat'e Schools-Referendum, 3030.
Sunday Opening of Public Library, &c.,

2607, 261,1.
Sunday Traffic on the Railways, 276,1, 2824.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 704, 1251; Flindersstreet Railway Station, 881, 940, 995; \Valhalla Railway, 1086, 1251.
Tied Houses Abolition Bin, 1806, 1970, 1976.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2374·
Transfer of Land Bill, 2185.
Wild Dogs Act 1901 Revival and Continuance
Bill, 1365.
Ballarat 'Vater
Commission
Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembl y, and read first
time, 3087; passed through remaining
stages, 3168.
Baltic Fleet.
(See Russian Baltic Fleet.)
Bar, Examinations at.
(See Examination of
Public Officers at the Bar.)

Bendigo Province, Representation of-Death of
Mr. Gray announced, 413; election of Mr.
Abbott announced, 860; Mr. Abbott introduced and sworn, 860; death of Mr. Abbott announced, 2922. ..
Bill discharged from the Paper.-Police Of. fences Act Amendment Bill, 2964.
BIll ordered to be read a second time "this day
mOljth "-Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill, 3249.
Bill ordered to be read a second time" this day
six months "-Constitution Acl 1903 Amendment Bill, 1586.
Bill rejected on second readinCY.-Tied Houses
Abolition Bill, 1976 .
to>
BROWN, Hon. J. D. (Nelson Prov.)
Examination of ~r. Norman, Chief Engineer
of 'Way and Works, Victorian Railways,
at Bar, 1179; of Mr. Tait, 1186.
Goyernor's Speech, 104.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1801,
185<7, 1859, 1861, 1866, 1908, 1913, 1921,
1980 , 19 84, 1986 , 19 88 , 19 89, 1990 , 199 1,
2028, 202~ 2030, 2031, 2032, 2033, 2034,
2036, 2038, 2042, 204Q, 2082.
Po~ice Offences Act Amendment BiU, 754.
Radway Department-Hours of Engine-men
1584.
~
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3110.
Surplus Revenu.e Bill-Welshpool Tramway,
77 2 , 773; FlInders-street Railway Station,
874; Walhalla Railway, 1084.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Purchase of
Dredge, 3251, 3252.
Butter Industry Commission-Questions by Mr.
McBryde, 861.
CAIN, Hon. 'VILLIAM (Melb. Prov.)
Artificial Manure Bill, 2380, 2381, 2382, 2383.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council
Chamber to explain Bills, 1850.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2520.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill, 3177, 3178.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2241, 2434, 2435, 2453,
21.54, 2499, 25 00 1 25 02 , 25 03, 25 0 5, 25 0 7, 2508,
2SJI, 2614, 2620, 2623, 2626, 2691, 2692,
2693, 2696, 2968.
~xamiJ~ation of Mr. Tait at Bar, II45.
1< actones and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
3 1 74.
.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 2 49.
Governor's Speech, III.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2373.
Income Tax Bill, 2981, 2983, 2984.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3308, 3310, 3311.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1926.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1866,
190 7, 1908 , 19 21 , 1979, 19 83, 198 7, 1990 ,
199 1, 202 9, 2034, 20 39, 204 1, 20 43, 2044,
2045, 2048, 2080, 2090, 2II8, 2127, 2706,
27 64, 297 6.
Railway Carriage of Coal, 65.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 3164.
Railways Special Funds AEplication Bill,3305.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3 112 .
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,

30 97.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

CAIN, Hon. WILLIAM (continued)Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street Railway
Station, 871, 997 j Walhalla Railway, 1085.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2375, 237 6 .
University Bill, 2313.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
33 00 .
Carrum Advances Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and passed through all its stages,
180 3-5'
Casting Vote of the President-On the question
of the appointment of Dr. Embling as Acting Chairman of Committees, II71; on the
question of recommittal of Surplus Revenue
Bill, 1249.
Casting Vote of Acting Chairman of Committees (the Hon. J. Balfour)-On item
""Valhalla Railway," in Surplus Revenue
Bill, 1248.
Cemetery, Northern Suburbs. (See Nortlzem
Suburbs Cemetery Bill.)
CHAIRMAN OF CQ:\Il\flTTEES (the Hon. N. FitzGerald)-Rulings and Statements ofCloser Settlement Bill, 2435, 2514, 2515, 2518,
2519, 2620, 2702.
Debate-Use of the \Vord "Dodge," 3169.
Income Tax Bill, 2984.
Letters Read by Members, 20/9.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2073,
2II7·
Suggestions in Bills to Legislative Assembly,
944, 998 , 25 18 , 29 84.
Thanks to Members on Return after Illness,
18 58 .
Walhalla Railway, 1081.
Chairman of Committees-l\Ir. FitzGerald reelected Chairman, 14.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill-Received fro'n Legislative Assembly,
and read first tinIe, 2978; second reading,
3175; considered in Committee, 31/6; read
third time, 3178.
Clerk of the Parliaments-Congratulations on
being knighted, 2831.
Closer Settlement-Question by Mr. Ritchie re arrears of purchase money, 1969.
Closer Settlement Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 1806;
second reading moved by Mr. Sachse, 2130;.
debate adjourned, 2138; resumed, 2227;
again adjourned, 2253; resumed, 2287; Bill
re-ad second time, 2309; considered in
Committee, 2432, 2499, 26II, 2687; reported
to the House with two suggested amendments
to Legislative Assembly, 2703; message from
Legislative Assembly intimating that they
had made the suggested amendments, 2772;
niH read third time, 2172; message from
Legislative Assembly intimating disagreement with some of Council's amendments,
2922; message dealt with, 2q64; message
from Legislative Assembly insisting on consequential amendment made by Assembly in
clause 22 of Bill, ?'p87; message dealt with,
3157; message from Legislative Assembly
transmitting amendment recommended by the
Governor, 3337; amendment agreed with,
3337·

a

2

(3)

Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read
first time, 2431; passed through remaining
stages, 2519-20.
Commissioners-Their Honours the Chief Jus.
tice and Mr. Justice a'Beckett attend as
Commissioners to open Parliament, I.
Committees (Permanent)-Appointed, 31, 33·
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I)-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and passed
through all its stages, 63-6.~.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 86o; passed through ~em:1ining stages,
1078-9. Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 3)-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and passed
through all its stages, 1508.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and passed
through all its st~ges, 2091.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 5)-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 2499; second readIng moved by Mr.
Pitt, 2607; debated, 2607; Bill read second
time and passed through remaining stages,
26II.
Constitution Act 1903 Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Evans, and read first time, 97
second reading moved by Mr. Evans, 1320;
debated, 1323; debate adjourned, 1328 ;
amendment by Mr. Melville that the Bill
be read a second time" this day six months,"
1586; amendment carried, 1586.
o

CROOK£, Hon. E. J. (Gippsland Prov.)
Closer Settlement Bill, 23°4, 2433, 2438, 2456,
25°7·
Income Tax Bill, 2982.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1925.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2083,
2090, 2125, 2128, 2977.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3169.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3106.
Statistics Collection Bill, 685.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 990; 'Walhalla Railway,
Il63, II/O.
"Cup Day"-Question by iMr. ,Melville re
State School holiday on "Cup Day," 2367.
CuSSEN, Hon. MARTIN (N. Prov.)
Adjournments of the House, 774, 775·
Appropriation Bill, 3031.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2381, 2382.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council Chamber to explain Bills, 1850'
Closer Settlement Bill, 2612, 2613, 2616, 2619,
2691, 2697, 27°2.
Examination of Mr. Norman, Chief Engineer
of \Vay and 'Works, Victorian Railways, at
Bar, 1182.
Governor's Speech, 114.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 237 2, 2374.
Inebriates Bill, 2828.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3309.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 1267.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1864,
1908, 1911, 19 21 , 2°34, 2046, 2048, 208 4,
2II7, 2123, 2128, 2706, 2770, 2972.

(4:)

INDEX.

CUSSEN, Hon. MARTIN (continued)--':'
N umurkah Race-course Site Sale Bill, 1969.
Railway Department-New Regulations re
Excursion Trains, 1318; Hours of Enginemen, 1369.
Real Property Bill, 467, 469, 471, 472, 2774,
277 6 .
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 1265, 1266.
Statistics Collection Bill, 689, 692.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
30 95.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 699; Welshpool Tramway, 773; Flinders-street Railway Station,
1001; 'Valhalla Railway, 1010.
Transfer of Land Bill, 2183.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 3091.

CUTHBERT, Sir HENRY (continued)Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 1098, 1264, 1266.
Statistics Collection Bill, 685, 688, 689, 69 1,
693, 1097·
Surplus Revenue Bill, 697, 990, 1248; Wal.
halla Railway, 767, 770, 860, 1004, 101 5,
101 9, 10 79, 1081, 1088, 1157, 1168, 1171,
12 47, 12 4 8 ; Flinders-street Railway Station,
886, 992, 999; Bendigo Art Gallery, 1091.
The Title of "Honorable ~'-Correspondence
with Colonial Office, 2762.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1970 .
Transfer of Land Bill, 166, 561, 2178, 2184'
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 3087.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
190 4.

CUTHBERT, Sir HENRY (Wellington Prov.)
Dairying Companies Act 1900 Further AmendAdjournments of the House, 289.
ment Bill-Received from Legislative AsAdministration and Probate Duties Bill, 2707.
sembly, and read first time, 1805; question
Appointment of Acting Chairman of Comby Mr. Manifold, 19°4; Bill passed through
m"ittees, 1250.
remaining stages, 1922.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Cou.nci1
Chamber to explain Bills, 1849.
DAVIES, Hon. J. M. (Mel bourne Prov.) .-AttorCarrum Advances Bill, 1804.
ney-General and Solicitor-General.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Acting-Chairman of Committees, 1170, 1250.
Bill, 3177.
Address in Reply to Governor's Speech, 120.
Clerk of the Parliaments, 2831.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2289, 2433, 2449, 2454,
Address of Welcome to the Governor, 33.
2456, 2615, 2616, 2617, 2618, 2621, 2622,
Adjournments of the House, 290, 774, 775,
2623, 262 4, 268 7, 268 9, 2690, 2692, 2694,
25 20 .
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1869,
27~I, 27 02, 29 66 , 2968, 2969, 3158.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 1078, 1079.
27°7·
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1508.
Appointment of Acting-President, 473, 682.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2091.
Appointment of Government Botanist, 2763.
Death of Mr. Gray, M.P., 413.
Appropriation Bill, 2964, 3°29, 3030, 3031.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 14.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2380.
Election as "Unofficial Leader" of the CounAttendance of Assembly Ministers in the Council, 159.
cil Chamber, 774, 1848, 1850; new Standing
Election of President, 3.
Order, 2068.
Examination of Public Officers at the Bar of
Ballarat Water Commission Bill, 3087, 3168.
Butter Industry Commission, 861.
Council, 1089, lOgo; Mr. Kernot, 1140; Mr.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1803, 1804, 1805.
Tait, 114.1, 1144; Mr. Norman, 1145, 1176;
Church of England Law Further Amendment
~r. Black, 1147, 1150, 1151, 1152.
Hansard-Reporting Evidence at the Bar,
Bill, 3177.
Clerk of the Parliaments, 2831.
1154·
Close of the Session, 3312.
Income Tax Bill, 29&0.
Inebriates Bill, 2826, 2830.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2130, 2432, 2435, 2455,
Juries Acts Amendment 'Bill, 159..
2457, 245 8 , 25°4, 25 06 , 25 0 7, 25 10 , 25 16, 25 18,
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 160,
2519, 2613, 2615, 2618, 2619, 2620, 2621, 2622,
262 3, 268 7, 26 90 , 26 99, 27 01 , 296 5, 29 6 7, 296 9,
162, 164, 16 5, 474, 475·
Leave of Absence to Mr. Campbell, 683.
3 1 59.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2431,
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Act 1903
Amendment Bill, 683.
2519, 25 20 .
Consolidated' Revenue Bill (No.2), 860, 1078,
Licences Renewal Bill, 2310.
10 79.
Min\:s Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1513,
Consolirlated Revenue Bill (No.3), 1508.
127 6 , 18°3, 18 58 , 18 59, 1869, 1904, 190 5,
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2091.
1906 , 190 7, 190 9, 19 10 , 19 II , 19 19, 1978,
Constable Roger Trewick, 1316.
197<), 19 82 , 198 3, 19 84, .198.~, 19 86 , 1988,
Constitution Act 1'903 Amendment Bill, 1323,
1~90' 199 1, 206 9, 2082, 2118, 2128, 2704,
1586.
2706, 277 2, 2972.
" Cup" Day Adjournment, 2520.
PolIce Offences Act Amendment Bill, 753.
Dairying Companies Act 1900 Further AmendPublic Debt Conversion Bill, IIOO.
ment Bill, 1905.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-men,
Death of Mr. Gray, M.P., 413; of Mr. Ab.I~2I.
bott, M.P., 2922.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
Despatch of Business, .1178.
2), ~161, 3163.
Disorder at Election Meetings, 32.
Real Property Bill, 284, 287, 288, 289, 465,
Distinguished Visitors-Duc D'Abruzzi, 1096;
468, 4 6 9, 47 0 , 47 1, 47 2, 15 14, 1515, 15 16 ,
the Hon. VY. H. James, ex-Premier of West
1.519, 1~20, 277).
ern Australia, 1507.
Russi:1.n Baltic Fleet, 2686.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 14.
St. Kilda Abattoirs Reserve Revocation Bill,
Election of President, .1.
282 5.
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Hon. -J. M. (continued)DAVIES, Hon. J. M. (col1tinued)Election Petition-Melbourne South Province,
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 3°87, 3160, 3164, 316S, 3166, 3167.
333 6 .
Examination of Public Officers at the Bar, 940,
Railways Special Funds Application Bill, 3304.
1089, lOgo; Mr. Black, 1148, 1152, 1154; Mr.
Railways Standing Committee, 1140.
Tait, 1184.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 4S8, 696.
Bill, 32.14.
.
Real Property Bill, 31, 281, 286, 287, 288, 289,
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
46 S, 466 , 46 7, 4 68 , 46 9, 470, 47 1, 47 2, 473,·
31 72 .
561 , IS I 3, IS I 4, ISIS, 15 16 , IS I 7, 15 18, 1520,
Fire Escapes, 3307.
IS21, 1869, 1870, 1898 , 1899, 1900, 2773, 277S,
Flinders-street Railway Station, 76S, 861, 869,
277 6 , 297 8 .
887, 888, 942, 988 , 98 9, 99 2, 998.
Refreshment-rooms, 63, 64·
Friday Sittings, 2626, 2687, 2777, 3178.
Russian Baltic Fleet, 2686.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation Bill,
St. Kilda Abattoirs Reserve Revocation Bill,
237 2 .
2686, 2824.
Hansard-Reporting Evidence at Bar of CounSt. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
cil, 940, 1078, 1140, IIS4.
3 108 .
Income Tax Bill, 2921, 2978, 2983, 2984, 2985.
Scripture Lessons in State Schools-ReferenIncrements to Teachers and Public Officers,
dum, 3030.
1140 , 12 46 , 30 3 1.
Sessional Arrangements-Days of Sitting, 33,
2626, 2687; Appointment of Standing ComInebriates Bill, 1904, 282S, 2830, 283 1, 30SS,
mittees, 33, 4S 8 , S5 8 .
3036 , 30 38 , 30 39.
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill, 860,
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 473, 1097, 1261,
1268, 1269, 1902, 2186.
1265, 1266.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 14, 159, 160, 563,
Statistics Collection Bill, 689, 690, 695.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
10 98, 13 6 4.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 31, 160,
302 9, 30 9 2, 30 96 , 3337·
Sunday Labour-Fining of a Barber, 3301.
162, 163, 165, 473, 475, 47 6 , 33 01 , 33 02 , 33 0 3,
Sunday Traffic on the Railways, 2763.
33 12 , 333 6 .
Supreme Court Rules, 3086.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3305, 3307, 3310,
Surplus Revenue Bill, 558, 696, 75 8 , 759, 9 88 ,
33 11 , 33 12 , 3337·
1248, 1260, 1271; Construction and Repairs of
Legal Practitione13
Reciprocity Act 1903
Roads and Bridges, 761; Tooleybuc 'Vater
Amendment Bill, 4S8, 683.
Scheme, 762, 763; Water Conservation and IrLicences Renewal Bill, 1806, 1923, 1925, 1926,
rigation, 764; :Mining Developmenc and Bor2309, 2310, 2312.
ing for Gold and Coal, 765; Flinders Street
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
Railwav Station, 765, 861, 869, 887, 888, 942,
(No.3), 1366.
9S8, 98-9, 992, 998; ';Valhalla Railway, 76 7,
Mallee Survey Fees, 159.
771, 1007, 1011, lOIS, 1018, 10SI, 1084, 1158,
Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Site Sale Bill,
1162, 1168, 1247, 1251, 1252, 1260; Elwood
1806, 1926.
Swamp, 771; Port Melbourne Lagoon, 77 2 ;
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments Bill,
'Velshpool Tramway, 77 2 , 77.1·
3°8 7, 3 168 , 333 6 .
The Title of "Honorable "-Correspondence
Mines 'Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1364,
with Colonial Office, 2762.
1.108, IS I 3, 1803, 1858, 1859, 1860, 1863, 1868,
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1973.
186 9, 190 5, 1906 , 190 7, 1908, 1910, 19 11 , 19 13,
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
19 18 , 19 21 , 19 27, 1980, 19 83, 1984, 1985,
2227, 2374, 237 6 , 260 7.
19 8 7, 19 88 , 19 8 9, 1990, 199 1, 1992, 2028,
Transfer of Land Bill, 31, 165, 562, 1902, 2178,
2029, 20 30 , 20 3 1, 20 3 2, 20 33, 20 34, 20 35,
2182, 2186.
2037, 20 38 , 2°39, 2040, 2041, 2°43, 2°44,
Vacancy in the County Court Bench, 1508 .
. 20 45, 2046, 20 47, 20 48 , 2049, 2050, 20 5 1,
'Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
2069, 2070, 2086, 2089, 2090, 2091, 2II6,
29 64, 3089, 10 9 2, 1 16 7, 33 00 .
2117, 2II9, 2120, 2122, 2123, 2124, 2128,
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
212 9, 27 03, 27 04, 27 0 S, 2706, 2764, 2768,
190 4.
27 6 9, 277 0 , 277 1, 277 2, 2970, 297 1, 2974,
2977, 297 8 .
Mining Development and Boring for Gold and Divisions-In the House-On Mr. Balfour's moCoal, 76S.
tion for second reading of Police OfTences
Newport \Vorkshops - Parliamentary Visit,
Act Amendment Bill, 7S7; on :Mr. Davies'
4S S .
motion for Council not to insist on its amendPolice-Extra duties imposed by Acts of Parment in the Juries Acts Amendment Bill,
liament, I ~08.
1099; on ~1r. Davies' motion for appointment
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 749, 75i.
of Dr. Embling as Acting-Chairman of ComProposed Parliamentary Visit to the River
mittees, 1171, 1250; on 1\11'. Davies' motion
Murray, 1316.
for re-committal of Surplus Revenue Bill,
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 1100, 1101.
1249; on Mr. Melville's amendment (on Mr .
. Railway Department-Carriage of Live Stock,
Evans' motion for the second reading of the
3 2 ; Carriage of vVheat and Coal, 64, 6S, 3°32 ;
Constitution Act 1903 Amendment Bill) that
Hours of Engine-drivers, 158, 4S9, 464, 748,
the Bill be read a second time "this day
1
28
13 , 133 8 , 13 68 , 1370, 137 , 15 21 , IS85, l.g 03,
six months," 1586; on Sir Henry CuthH)76, 21 IS, 2177; Seymour Locomotive Shed
bert's .motion for adjournment of debate on
Time-books, IS21; Salaries of Officers, 19°4;
second reading of Carrum Advances Bill,
N ew l~egulations re Excursion Trains, 1316,
180S; on Mr. Balfour's motion for second
1
1
13 7, 13 9.
reading of Tied-Houses Abolition Bill, 1976;

DAVIES,
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Divisions-In the House-(continued)on Mr. Sachse's motion for not insisting on
Council's new clause in Closer Settlement
Bill disagreed with by the Assembly, 3160;
on Mr. Melville's amendment (on Mr. Sachse's
motion for second reading of Factories and
Shops Acts Amendment Bill) that the Bill be
read a second time" this day month," 3249.
Divisions-In Committee-On Mr. Melville's motion for reporting progress during consideration in Committee of Surplus Revenue Bill
(item Flinders-street Railway Station), 889;
on Mr. Aikman's motion for reporting progress during consideration in Committee of
same Bill (item Walhalla Railway), 1016;
on Sir Henry Cuthbert's motion for reporting
progress during consideration of item" Walhalla Railway," in schedule to Surplus Revenue Bill, 1089; on Mr. McBryde's motion
for reporting progress during discussion of
same item, II63; on Mr. Sternberg'S motion
for reporting progress, II 70 ; on item" "Valhalla Railway," in Surplus Revenue Bill,
1248, 1260; on clause 65 of Mines Acts Furter Amendment Bill, 1868; on Mr. Sternberg's amendment in clause 52 of same Bill,
2036; on Mr. Brown's amendment in clause
53 of same Bill, 2038; on Mr. Manifold's
amendment in clause 60 of same Bill, 2046;
on Mr. Davies' amendments in same clause,
2089, 20g0; on Mr. Baillieu's amendment in
same clause, 2IIg; on Mr. Davies' amendments in same clause, 2121, 2122; on Mr.
Crooke's amendment in same clause, 2128;
on Sir Henry Cuthbert's proposed new clause,
2129; on Mr. Davies' motions for Council not
to insist on its amendments (disagreed with
by the Assembly) in clause 60 of same Bill,
2768, 2769, 2978; on Mr. Harwood's amendment in clause 5 of Closer Settlement Bill,
2453; on Mr. Harwood's amendment (suggested to Legislative Assembly) in clause 7
of same Bill, 2459; on Mr. Evans' amendment in clause 21 of same Bill, 2511; on
Sir Henry Cuthbert's amendment in clause
37 of same Bill, 2624; on Mr. McLellan's
amendment in clause 38 of same Bill, 2625;
on Mr. Edgar's amendment in clause 44 of
sarrle Bill, 2626; on Mr. Sachse's motion for
agreement with Assembly's amendment on
Council's amendment in clause 60 of same
Bill, 2968.
Dunollv Land Reserve Revocation Bill-Received
from 'Legislative A:5sembly, and read first
tirrle, 186g; passed through remaining stages,
19 2 7.
Hon. W. H. (JUelbourne West Prov.)
Close of the Session, 3314.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2307, 2459, 2502, 2509,
25 11 , 2626, 2687, 2688, 2689, 2694.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, 1143; of
Mr. Black, II48.
Factories andl Shops Acts Amendment Bill,

EDGAR,

32 4 8.

Governor's Speech, 20.
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land
Bill, 1922.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3309.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1924, 2309.
Mines :Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1867,
1868, 2048.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 755.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-men,
137 1 , 15 21 : 15 64.

EDGAR,

Hon. W. H. (continued)-

Real Property Bill, 2775.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3 104.
Sunday Opening of Public Library, &c., 2608.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Port Melbourne Lagoon,

77 2 •
Walhalla Railway, 100g, 1013, 1087, 1253.
Working Men's College, 1093, 1096.
Election Meetings-Question by Dr. Embling
re disorder at election meetings, 32.
Election Petitions-Petition from Mr. George
Godfrey re election for Melbourne South
Province, referred to Elections and Qualifications Committee, 3336.
Elections and Qualifications Committee-Appointed, 31.
Hon. W. H. (Southern Prev.)
Appropriation Bill, 3030, 3031, 3035.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2380, 2381, 2382.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council
Chamber to Explain Bills, 1849.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1805.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill, 3176, 3177.
Close of the Session, 3313.
Closer' Settlement Bill, 223 2, 2433, 2434, 2437,
2454, 2457, 25 00 , 25 0 5, 25 II , 2612, 2615, 2619,
2621, 2623, 2624, 2689~ 2690, 2692, 2693, 2696,
29 66 , 29 6 7'
Death of Mr. Gray, M.P., 414.
Disorder at Election Meetings, 32.
Examination of Public Officers at the Bar, 1090;
Mr. Black, II52, 1153; Mr. Norman, 1181,
1182.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
3 171, 3 175.
Governor's Speech, 43.
Gunbower Island Land Res.erve Revocation Bill,
237 2, 2373·
Heating and Ventilation of State Parliament
House, 281.
Income Tax Bill, 2980.
Ir:tspectors of Factories, 3031.
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill,
218 7.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 1OC)9.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1924, 1926.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 18~q,
1864, 190 7, 1909, IC)13, 1920, 19 21 , 1986,
1988, 2075, 212 7, 27 6 7.
Police-Extra Duties Imposed by Acts of Parliament, 1507.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 753.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, IIOO, IIOI.
Railway Department-Carriage of Grain and
Coal, 65; Hours of Engine-drivers, 464,
1338, 1368, 137 1, 1585, 1978; New Regulations re Excursion Trains, 1317.
Railway Loan .!Application Bill, 3170.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
Bill, 561.
Ruling as Acting Chairman-Making Secondreading Speeches in Committee, 1154.
Seymour Locomotive Shed Time Books, 1521,
15 85.
Statistics Collection Bill, 684, 691, 693, 695,
log6, 1097.
Strathmerton Towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
3°94·

Ei\IBLING,
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EMDLING, Hon. W. H. {continued)Sunday Labour-Fining of a Barber, 3300.
Sunday OJ;>ening of Public Library, &c., 2608.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 758, 763; Calf-Lymph
Depot, 1091, 1092; Flinders-street Railway
Station, 869, 940, 9..94; Sunbury Waterworks, 1093; Walhalla Railway, 1009, 1015,
1081, II68,1249; Working Men's College,
1093, 1094, 1096; Amendments Increasing
Proposed Expenditure, 763.
Surplus H.evenue Bill (No. 2)-Compensation
for Closing of Hotels at North Melbourne,
3 253.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2375·
vVater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 3092.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
237 0 .
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Executors Company's A,t Further Amendment
Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly,
and read first time, 3178; Bill ruled by President to be a private Bill, and second reading postponed, 3254; motion by Mr. Sachse
for suspension of Standing Orders relating
to private Bills agreed to, 3301; Bill read
second time and passed through remaining
stages, 3306.
Factories and Shops Act Ig03 Amendment BillReceived from Legislative Assembly and read
first time, 3035; second reading moved by
Mr. Pitt, 3170; amendment by Mr. Rees,
" that the Bill be read a second time this day
six months," 3171; amendment withdrawn,
3174; Bill read second time and passed
through remaining SLc1.ges, 3174-5; message
from Legislative Assembly transmitting
amendment recommended by Governor, 3337;
amendment agreed with, 3337.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly and read
first time, 3087; second reading moved by
Mr. Sachse, 3231; 'debated, 3233; amendment by Mr. Melville, "That the Bill be
read a second time this day month," 3234;
amendment carried, 3049.
.
Fire Escapes-Question by Mr. Sternberg, 3306.

EVANS, Hon. W. J. (Representative of Public
Officers and Railways Officers.)
Appointment of Government Botanist, 2763.
Appropriation Bill, 3030 , 3033.
Artificial Manure Bill, 23~I.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1805.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2305, 244 1, 2458, 25 11 ,
2692, 26 99.
.
Constitution Act 1903 Amendment BIll, 97, 13 20 ,
FITzGERALD, Hon. NICHOLAS (S. Prov.)
1586.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, II4 2.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
Chamber to explain Bills, 1840.
Clerk of the Parliaments, 2831. ~
3 173, 3 175.
.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment B1H,
Death of Mr. Gray, M.P., 413; of Mr.
Abbott, M.P., 2922.
3 241.
Election of Chairman of Committees, IS.
Governor's Speech, 45·
Election of President, 2.
Income Tax Bill, 2980, 2983, 2984.
Incremen ts to Teachers and Public Officers,
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill. 2372.
1140 , 30 30 .
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 162.
Inebriates Bill, 2830, 3036, 3037.
Licences Rene\val Bill, 1924, 2312.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 33 12 .
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
Rulings as Acting-President- Motion for Leave
(No.2), 1268.
of Absence to Members, 683; Discussing SubMines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 18 59,
jects irrelevant to Question before the Chair,
1860, 1867, 1907, 19_83, 2027, 2028, 20 30,
699; Speaking Twice on Second Reading of a
2041, 2043, 2047, 2078, 27 06 , 297 0 .
Bill, 757.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 75 2.
\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
Railway Department-Carriage of Grain and
30 9 2 •
Coal, 64, 65; Hours of Engine-drivers, 459,
(See Chairman of Committees.)
558, 748, 1338, 1368, 1370, 15 21 , 1564, 1902 ,
1903, 1977, 2IIS; Construction and Repair Flinders-street Railway Station.
(See Surplus
l? evenue Bill.)
of Rolling-stock, 303~·
. Foxes Destruction Bill-Received from LegislaRailway Loan. ApplicatlOn Bill, 3170.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
tive Assembly, and read first time, 1563;
passed through remaining stages, 1900.1.
2), 3165.
Railways Special Funds Application Bill, 3304. Frankston and Langwarrin Land Reserve ReRailways Standing Committee Law Amendment
vocation Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, 1869; passed
Bill, 560.
through remaining stages, 1927.
Real Property Bill, 472, 1518, 2774.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill, Fridn.y Sittings-Notice given by Mr. Davies of
intention to move that during the remainder
3 105.
of the session the House should meet on
Statistics Collection Bill, 687, 689, 690.
Sunday Opening of Public Library, &c., 2609.
Fridays, 2626; motion by Mr. Davies, in acSurplus Revenue Bill, 706; Port Melbourne
cordance with notice, agreed to, 2687; stateLagoon, 772; vVelshpool Tramway, 772;
ment by M1'. Davies that it would not be
necessary to sit on Fridays, 2iii.
Flinders-street Railway Station, 877, 889,
1000; \Vorking Men's College, 1095; \ValGovernment Botanist--Questions by Mr. Evans re
halla Railway, IOII, 1088, II68.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
appointment of a Government Botanist, 2i63.
Governor, Hls Excellency the (Sir R. A. J.
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250, 3251.
Tramways Act Part IV. Amendment Bill, 2375.
Talbot, K.C.B.).-Speech on opening session,
University Bill, 2313, 2314.
12; motion by Mr. Stuart for committee to
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
prepare address in reply, 15; seconded by
Mr. Edgar, 20;. debate adjourned, 23 i.
3091, 3092.
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GoverJ?or, His Excellency the-(co1ttinued)'resumed by Mr. Melville, 34; continued by
Mr. Balfour, 39; Mr. McLellan, 41; Dr.
Embling, 43; Mr. Evans, 'l5; Mr. Rees, 50;
Mr. Sternberg, 55; Mr. Luxton, 56; Mr.
Miller, 58; Mr. Aikman, l62; Idebate adjourned, 63; I1esumed by Mr: McDonald,
97;. continued by Mr. Harwood, 97; Mr.
Irvme, 100; Mr. Brown, 104; Mr. Baillieu,
107; Mr. Cain, III; Mr. Cussen, 114; Mr.
Gray, 117; address adopted, 120; His Excellency's reply, 158; address of welcome
to th,e Governor adopted, 33; F.Iis Excellency s rep.ly, 158;. His Excellency's speech
on prorogumg ParlIament, 3337.
GRAY, Hon. W. B. (Bendigo Prov.)
Governor's Speech, 117.
(Death announced, 413.)
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation Bill
-Received from Legislative Assembly, and
read fir,st time, 2069; second reading, 2371-2;
considered in Committee, 2372; read third
time, 2374.
Hansard-Motions by Mr. Davies to accommodate Hansard reporter with seat at the table
to re'port evidence taken in Committee on
Surplus Revenue Bill, agreed to, 940, 1140;
staternent by Mr. Davies re non-publication
in Hansard of report of evidence, 1078;
order of the HOllse for publication of evidence in Hansard, 1154.

HARWOOD, Hon.

T. C. (continued)-

Statistics Collection Bill, 692, 694, 696.
Sunday Opening of. Public Library, &c., 2609.
Surplus Revenue BIll, 705, 759; Construction
and Repair of Roads and Bridges, '761;
Tooleybuc Water Scheme, 763; Flindt::sstreet Railway Station, 880, 941, 991; Walhalla Railway, 1086, 1160; Bendigo Art Gallery, 1090.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Constructi'on of
Rolling-stock, 3252; Compensation for Closing of Hotels at North Melbourne, 3252.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1975.
Transfer of Land Bill, 2181.
" Honorable," The Title of-Correspondence read
by Mr. Davies with reference to the retention
of the title of " Honorable" by certain member.; of the Legislative Council, 2762; corresr;ondcnce ordered to be inserted in the
records of the House, 2762.
IRVL\'E, Hon. H. W. H. (Nelson Prov.)
Boring for Gold and Coal, 63, 64.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2446, 2456.
Examination of Mr. Black, District Surveyor,
at Bar, II54.
Governor's Speech, 100.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1782,
1868.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street Railway
Station, 871; "Valhalla Railway, 1082, 1251,
12 52 .

HARWOOD, Hon. T. C. (S.-W. Prov.)
Adjournmen~s of the House, 774.
Church of England Law Further Amendment Income Tax Bill-Received from Legislative
Bill, 3175, 3176, 3178.
Assembly, and read first time, 2921; second
Closer Settlement Bill, 2292, 2432, 2434, 2435,
reading moved by Mr. Davies, 2978; de244 2, 2457, 2459, 25 02 , 25 0 7, 25 08 , 25 0 9, 25 10 ,
bated, 2980; Bill read second time, 2983;
25 11 , 25 12 , 2513, 2514, 2515, 2516, 2518, 2612,
considered in Committee, 2983; read third
2613, 2614, 2616, 2618, 2619, 2622, 2623, 2626,
time, 2985.
2687, 2695, 2698, 27 01 , 29 64, 29 66 , 3 158 .
Increments. (See Public Service.)
Examination of Mr. Tait, Chairman of Victorian Railways Commissioners, at Bar, Inebriates Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 1904; second
1I86.
reading moved by Mr. Davies, 2825; deExecutors Company's Act Further Amendment
bated, 2826; Bill read second time, 2830;
Bill, 3306.
considered in Committee, 2830, 3035; Bill
FaCtories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
read third time, 3039.
3 1 71.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill, Instruments Act Further Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Davies, and read first
3234.
time, 860; second reading, 1268-9; conGovernor's Speech, 97.
sidered in Committee, 1269;, read third
Income Tax Bill, 2985.
time, 1270; returned from Legislative AsInebriates Bill, 2830, 3036, 3038 , 3039.
sembly with an an"iendment, 1586; order of
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 159, 5631 1098.
the day for consideration of Assembly'S
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 161, 162,
amendment postponed, 1902; amendment
163, 16 4, 475, 33 02 , 33 03.
agreed to, 2186-7.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1924, 1925, 1926, 2309,
23 10 .
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill, Juries Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by
:Mr. Davies, and read first time, 14; second
(No.2), 1267.
reading, 159;
considered in Committee,
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1865,
159; read third time, 160; returned from
1982, 2031, 2085, 2123, 277 2, 2971.
Legislative Assembly with an amendment,
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 749·
45 8 ; amendment dealt with, 563-4; mesPublic Debt Conversion Bill, 1I01.
sage from Legislative Assembly, intimating
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3306.
disagreement with amendment made by
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
Council on amendment of Assembly, 708;
2), 3166.
amendment insisted on, 1099; message from
Real Property Bill, 285, 286, 288, 289, 466, 47 1,
Legislative Assembly, intimating that they
1514, 1516, 1518, 15 21 , 18 70 , 2773, 2774,
had agreed to Council's amendment witll an
2775, 277 6 , 2g7 8 .
amendment, 1315; Assembly's amendment
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
agreed to, 1364.
3 10 7.
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Justices Act
Further
Amendment
BillBrought in by Mr. Davies, and read first
time, 31; second reading moved by Mr.
Davies, 16o; debated, 16o,; Bill read second
time, 162; considered in Committee, 162,
473; read third time, 476; returned from
Legislative Assembly with amendmentr.~
3231; amendments dealt with, 33°1; message from Legislative Assembly, intimating
that they had agreed with Council's amendment in clause H with an amendment and a
consequential amendment, 3312; Assembly'S
amendment agreed with, 3312; amendments
recommended by the Governor agreed with,
3336.
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LUXTON, Hon. THOMAS (ZI1elb. South Prov.)
Closer Settlement Bill, 2H7, 2504.
Death of Mr. Abbott, M.P., 2923.
Examination of Mr. Norman, Chief Engineer
of Way and Works, Victorian Railways,
at Bar, IISI.
Governo;'s Speech, 56.
Income Tax Bill, 2983'
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1801,
190 5, 1906 , 1979, 1982 , 20 32, 20 33, 2035,
20 38 , 204 2, 20 75, 27 64.
Real Property Bill, 471.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3111.
Sunday Opening of Public Library, &c., 26n.

Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land Mallee Survey Fees-Question oy Mr. Rees,
Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly,
15 8.
and read first time, 1805; passed through
remaining stages, 1921-2.
McBRYDE, Hon. D. E. (S.-E. Prov.)
Land-Question by Mr. Rees, re number of apArtificial Manure Bill, 2382.
plications to Lands Department for land
Closer Settlement Bill, 21.39, 2454, 2503.
similar to that to be dealt with under the
Examination of Mr. Tait at Bar, 1144 i of Mr.
closer settlement scheme, 2431.
Black, 1153.
Land Acts Amendment Bill-Received from
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
Legislative AssemblYl and read first tiI?e,
3 174, 3 175.
3305; second reading moved by Mr. DaVIes,
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
3307; debated, 33°7; Bill read second time,
Bill, 2373.
3310; considered in· Committee, 3310; read
Inebriates Bill, 3037, 3039.
third time, 3312 i message from LegislaLand Acts Amendment Bill, 3308, 3310.
tive Assembly, transmitting amendment reLeave of Absence to Mr. Campbell, 683, 2498.
commended by the Governor, 3337; amendMines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2084,
ment agreed with, 3._1~7.
212 4, 212 7, 2971.
Legal
Practitioners
Reciprocity
Act
1903
Railway Department-Hours of Locomotive
Amendment Bill-Received from the LegisDrivers, 158, 463, 1369.
lative Assembly, and read first time, 458;
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
passed through remaining stages, 683'
2), 316,5.
Legislative Council-Statement by Sir Henry
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Cuthbert, re his election as "unofficial
Bill, 3102.
leader" of the Council, 159Statistics Collection Bill, 686.
Library Committee-Appointed, 33.
Surplus
Revenue Bill-Tooleybuc
\Vater
Licences Renewal Bill-Received from LegisScheme, 763 i Flinders-street Railway Stalative Assembly, and read first time, 1806;
tion, 873, 998 i \Valhalla Railway, 1010,
second reading moved by Mr. Davies, 1923;
1085, 1I61, 1162; ·Working Men's College,
debated, 1924 i Bill read second time, 1924 i
1095.
considered in Committee, 1924, 2309; read
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
third time, 2310 i amendments after third
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250; Purchase of
reaqing, 2310, 2312.
Dredge, 3261.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
237 6 .
LITTLE, Hon. WILLIS (jV.-E. Prov.)
"Vater Acts Consolidation :)l1d Amendment Bill,
Closer Settlement Bill, 2306.
30 91.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, 1143; of
Mr. Black, 114c), 1154.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2117, McDo);,ALD, Hon. J. Y. (Wellington Prov.)
Close of the Session, 3313.
2706.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2446, 2456.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine·men,
Factories and Sliops Act 1903 Amendment
1369.
Bill, 3 172, 3174.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street RailGovernor's. Speech, 63, 97.
way Station, 1001 j "Valhalla Railway,
Juries Act Amendment Bill, 159.
1016, 1089; Connexion between CollingLand Acts Amendment Bill, 3308.
wood and \Vhittlesea Railway Lines, 10~)2.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1782,
1858, 18.19, 1866, 1906, 1911, 1920, 1981,
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
1984, 1989, 1990, 2028, 2029, 2032, 2033,
(No. 2)--Received from Legislative Assem20J6, 2037, 2038, 2041, 2087, 2127, 212 9,
bl y, and read first time, 748; second read27 6 7.
ing, 1267 i considered in Committee, 1268;
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill. 753.
read third time, 1268.
Real Property Bill, 2775.
Surplus Revenue BilT-Walhalla Railway,
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
108 5.
(No. 3)-Received from Legislative AssemTied Houses Abolition Bill, 1975.
bly, and read first time, 1I01; second read"Vater Acts Consolidation and. Amendment
ing, 1365-6; considered in Committee, 1366;
Dill, 3092.
read third time, 1367.
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McLELLAN, Hon. ADAM (MeZZ,. East Prov.)
Closer Settlement Bill, 2298, 2434, 2438, 2519,
2624, 2700.
Constitution Act 1903 Amendment Bill, 1327.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, 1142; of
Mr. Norman, 1146.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,

32 46, 32 49.

Governor's Speech, 41.
Income Tax Bill, 2g81.
Inebriates Bill, 2828.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1860,
1867, 2040, 2043, 2088, 2976.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 750.
Railway Department-Carriage of Grain and
Coal, 63, 64; Hours of Engine-drivers, 462,
1369; Salaries of Railway Officers, 1903,
190 4.
.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3 103.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Walhalla Railway, U62.
MANIFOLD, Hon. VV. S. (W. Prov.)
Artificial Manure Bill, 2380.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council Chamber to explain Bills, 1850.
Closer Settlement Bill, 224.s., 2434, 2436,
245 2, 2454, 25 02 , 25 06 , 25 12 , 25 13, 25 14,
25 1 5, 25 1 7, 25 1 9, 2614, 26"17, 2618, 2621,
262 5, 268 7, 26 93, 26 94, 2965, 29 66 , 3 159.
Dairying CompanIes Act 1900 Further Amendment Bill, Ig04.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, 1142; of
Mr. Norman, 1146, IIn, lI81; Mr. Black,
115 2 •
- .
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 164.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3307, 3310.
Leave of Absence to Mr. Ritchie, 459; Illness
of Mr. Ritchie, 1259.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1926, 2309.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 1267, 1268.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1793,
1909, 1988 , 2044, 2045, 2046, 2047, 2049,
2050, 2051, 2070, 2°71, 2090, 20 91 , 2117,
2119, 2120, 2121, 2122, 2123, 27 0 5, 2706,
27 6 3, 27 64, 2765, 2768, 2770, 277 1, 277 2,
2970, 297 6 , 2978.
Poisonous Chemicals used in Mining, 1564.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 754.
Police Superannuation Fund~ 63, 64.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-men,
.
13 68 .
Railways Special Funds Application Bill,
33°5·
Real Property Bill, 286, 287, 288, 467, 468,
471.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3106.
Statistics Collection Bill, 690, 691, 1096.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Welshpool Tramway,
773; Flinders-street Railway Station, 889,
996; "Valhalla Railway, 1009, 1082, 1089;
Calf Lymph Depot, 1091.
Transfer of Land Bill, 2183.
. '~harfage and Harbors Rates, 2069, 2115, 2431.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
23 6 7, 23 69, 237°·
Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Site Sale BillReceived ~rom Legislative Assembly, and
~ead first time, 1806;. passed through remainlllg stages, 1926-7.
.

Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative
Assembly, and read first time, II71; second
reading moved by Mr. Pitt, 1270; debate
adjourned, 1271; Bill read second time, and
passed through remaining stages, 1338.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Wharfage Rates-Return ordered on motion of Mr. Manifold,
2115·
Melbourne Lands Exchange Bill-Received
from. Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 3231:1 passed through remaining
stages, 3305.
.
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments BillReceived from Legislative Assembly, and
read first time, 308Z; passed through remaining stages, 3168;- message from Legislative Assembly, transm.itting amendment
recommended by the Governor, 3336;
amendment agreed with, 3336.
MELVILLE, Hon. DONALD (MeZZ,. North Prov.)
Appropriation BiIl, 3°32.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council
Chamber to Explain Bills, 1848.
Beech Forest Railway, II61, 1255.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2130, 2138, 2227, 2444,
2458, 2501, 2689, 2690, 2691, 2694, 2698, 2702.
Constitution Act 1903 Amendment Bill, 1328,
1586.
Examination of Public Officers at the Bar, 939;
of l\fr. Black, II52, II54; Mr. Norman,
II71; Mr. Tait, II82.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Bill, 3 173, 3174.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 2 33.
Governor's Speech, 23, 24.
Income Tax Bill, 2981.
Inebriates Bill, 2829, 2830, 3037.
Lands Acts Amendment Bill, 3307, 3310.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment BiB
(No. 3), 1365, 1366 .
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1860,
2087, 2126, 2128, 2972.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 167, 748.
Proposed Parliamentary Visit to the River
Murray, 1316.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, .1306.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-drivers,
464, 13.17, 1368 ; Carri.age 0.£ Grain, 3°32.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3169, 3170.
Railwavs Laws Further Amendment Bill (No_
2), 3-164, 3165, 3166:
Railways Special Funds Application Bill, 3304.
Railways Standing CommIttee Law Amendment
Bill, 559, 560, 56 r.
Real Property Bill, 473, 1514, 1520.
St. Kilda and Brighton Efectric Tramway Bill,
30 98.

State School Holiday on Cup Day, 2367.
Statistics Collection Bill, 684, 688, 690, 695.
Strathmerton Towards Tocumwal Railway
Bill, 3093.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 702 , 75 8 , 759, 988 1 989;
Working Men's College, 1°9.3'; Tooleybuc
'Vater Scheme, 762, 764; Flinders-street
Railway Station, 765, 766, 866, 870, 884, 888,
88g, 9:~9, 940, 943, 988 , 99 1, 997, 9q.Q; Walhalla Railway, 769, 1010, 1017, 1084, 1088,
1155, 1168, 1171, 1258; Calf Lymph Depot,
IOQ2; Connexion between Collingwood and
Whittlesea Railway Lines, 1092; Sunbury
Waterworks, 1°92.
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MELVILLE, Hon. DONALD (continued}Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1914·
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2374·
Transfer of Land Bill, 562, 563, 2180, 2185,
2186.
Vacancy in the County Court Bench, 1508.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
3 0 9 1 , 30 9 2 .
Welsh pool Tramway Bill, 1587.
'Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
2371.
Members, Absence of-Leave of absence grunted
to Mr. Ritchie, 459; Mr. Campbell, 683,
249 8.
Members, Deaths of, Announced-Hon. VV. B.
Gray, 413; Hon. J. H. Abbott, 29 22 .
Members, New, Introduced and Sworn-'-Mem,
bers returned at the general election, 2, 14,
31 j Mr. Abbott, 860.
Members, Retirement of-Letter from
the
Clerk, re date of retirement of members returned unopposed, 280; letter referred to
Standing Orders Committee, 281; statement by President, that Standing Orders
Committee recommended that dates of retirement of members elected for 'a province
without opposition should be determined by
lot, 458; drawing of lots to fix dates of retirement proceeded with, 558.
MILLER, Hon. EDWARD (East Yarra Prov.)
Aborigines, 63.
Ballarat Water Commission Bill, 3168.
Boring for Gold and Coal, 63.
Closer Settlement Bill, 224 1, 2433, 2434, 2442•
2454, 245 6 , 25 01 , 25 05, 25 14, 296 7.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, II42; Mr.
Tait, II45, 1186; Mr. Norman, lI80.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
3 1 75.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 2 47.
Governor's Speech, 58.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
BilI, 2373.
Income Tax Bill, 2980, 2983, 2985.
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill, 2187.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 1099.
Justices Ad Further Amendment Bill, 164,
33 03.
Lake Hindz;narsh Aboriginal Settlement Land
Bill, 1922.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3308, 33II, 3312.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1924, 1926.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1795,
1859, 1861, 1866, 1909, 1988, 1989, 2032,
2040, 204 1, 20 47, 2081, 212 7, 2769, 297~.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 755.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, I100, 1101.
Railway Department-Hours of Engine.men,
1369, 1370, 1522, 15 82 .
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3169.
Railways Special Funds Application Bill,3305.
Real Property Bill, 467, 47 1, 47 2, 473, 2774,
277 6.
St. Kilda ana Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3 105.
Statistics Collection Bill, 690, 696.
Strathmerton Towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
30 96.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 699, 758, 759, 763, 1248;
Construction and Repairs of Roa-ds and
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MILLER, Han. EDWARD (co1Ztinued)Bridges, 760; "Yater Conservation and Irrigation, 765; Welsh pool Tramway, 773; Flinders-street Railwl\y Station, 8Z2, 995, 998,
1000; 'Valhalla R<:tllway, 1010, 1016 1 iI6~
1170, 1260; Sunbury 'Yaterworks, 1092 ;
Working Men's College, 1095.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3249; Erection
of Cool Store at Doncaster, 3:;':51; \Vorkmen's Homes, 3251.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2375·
Transfer of Land Bin, 2180.
Water Supply Special Funds Applicafion Bill,
3 16 9.
\Velshpool Tramway' Bill, 1587.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 1364; second reading moved by, Mr.
Davies, 1508; debated, 1513; debate adjourned, 1513; resumed, 1776; further adjourned, 1803; resumed, 1850; Bill read
second time, 1858; considered in Committee,
1858, 1905, 1978, 2027, 2069, 2II6; Bill read
third time, 2129; message from L-egiSlative
Assembly intimating disagreement with certain of the Council's amendments, 2431;
message dealt with, 2703, 2763; message
from Legislative Assembly intimating that
they insisted on disagreeing with certain of
Council's amendments, 2921; message dealt
with, 2970.
Mining-Question by Mr. Manifold re production
of samples of poisonous cliemicals used in
mining, 1564.
Ministers-Motion by Mr. Davies, requesting
attendance of Premier in Council Chamber
to explain Surplus Revenue Bill, agreed to,
774; Premier attends and gives explanationS',
861, 862, 885, 887, 1002, 1009; motion by
Mr. Davies requesting attendance of Minister of Mines in Council Chamber to explain
some of the provisions of Mines Acts Furtber Amendment Bill. 1848; debated, 1848;
motion withdrawn, 1850; standing order re
attendance of Ministers adopted, 2068.
Motion for the Adjournment of the HouseProposed to enable honorable members to
discuss a public question-By Mr. Sternberg
re new regulations regarding excursion
trains, 1317.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Hill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read firsf
time, 1806; passed through remaining stages,
19 2 3.
Mysia Public Park Bill-Received from Leaislative Assembly, and read first time, 15 3;
passed through remaining stages, 1901-2.
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Newport \Vorkshops-Statement by Mr. Davies
re Parliamentary visit to Newport workshops',
45 8 .
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill-Received from
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
3 157; passed through remaining stages, 3254.
Numurkah Race~course Site Sale Bill-Received
from Legislative Assembly, and read first
time, 1806; passed through remaining stages,
19 23; statement by Mr. Cussen, 1069.
Parliament-Opening by Commission, I; by the
Governor, 12; question by Mr. Melville re
proposed Parliamentary visit to the River
Murray, 1316; prorogation, 3337.
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Pariiament Buildings Committee-Appointed, 33.
Parliament House-Question by Dr. Embling,
re heating apparatus and ventilation, 281.
PAYNE, Hon. T. H. (Melb. South Prov.)
Closer Settlement Bill, 2453, 25I~), 2969.
PEARSON, Hon. WILLIAM (Gippsland Prov.)
Carrum Advances Bill, 1805.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2300.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1797.
Surplus Revenue Bill- Walhalla Railway,
1007, 1160.
Personal Explanations-By Sir Henry Cuthbert,
860; by Mr. Cussen, 1969.
Petitions-Re Referendum on Scripture Lessons
in State Schools, 683, 747, 860, 939, 988, 1078,
1139, 12 46 ,1315, ,13 64, 15 0 7" 15 6 3, 177 6,
1848, 1903, 202 7, 206 9, 2227, 2J66, 2763,
3086; against Tied Houses' Abolition Bill,
1969; against Wharfage and Harbors Rate
Alteration Bill, 2227, 2287, 2367; against
opening of Public Library, Museum, and Art
Gallery on Sunday afternoons, 2606; for
amendment of vVater Acts Consolidation and
Amendment Bill, 3029.

Police-Question by Mr. Baillieu re removal of
Constable Roger Trewick from the police
force, 1316; by Dr. Embling re increase in
number of robberies and extra duties imposed on police, 1507.
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Balfour, and read first time, 97;
second reading moved by Mr. Balfour, 166;
debated, 167; debate adjourned, 168; resumed, 748; Bill read second time, 757;
order of the day for consideration in committee postponed, 1328 j discharged from the
paper, 2964.
PRATT, Hon. J. M. (N.-W. Prov.)
Appropriation Bill, 3034.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2380, 2382, 23 83.
Attendance of Assembly Ministers in Council
Chamber to Explain Bills, 1849, 1850.
Clo!\er Settlement Bill, 2291, 2448, 2453, 2456,
25 08 , 25 15, 25 17, 25 19, 2612, 2623,. 2625,
268~, 2?94, 26 97, 27 00 , 29 6 9, 3159.
Consh~utlOn Act 1903 Amendment Bill, 1586.
F actones and. Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 2 48 .
Income Tax Bill, 2980, 2984, 2985.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3309, 33 10.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No·3), 136 5, 1366, 1367.
Mines Act Further Amendment Bill, 18 56 ,
208 4, 212 9, 2975·
Po~ice. Offences Act Amendment Bill, 754.
RaIlway Department-Hours of Enaine-men,
1584; Carriage of Grain, 30 34. b
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3170.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 3162, 3164, 3165.
Railways Special Funds Application Bill, 330 5.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Bill, 559, 561.
Real Property Bill, 1514.
Statistics Collection Bill, 693'
Surplus Revenue Bill - Tooleybuc 'Vater
Scheme, 762, 764; Flinders-street Railway
Station, 765'.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3249, 3250.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) A~lendment Bill,
237 6 .
Transfer of Land Bill, 2185.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 3090.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
23 69.

PITT, Hon. 'VILUAl\! (Melbourne East Prov.)Minister without office.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2069, 2376, 2380, 2381,
23 82 , 23 83.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill, 2978, J175, 3 177.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 5), 2499, 2607.
Examination of Mr. Black, District Su:cveyor,
at Bar, 1152; of Mr. Norman, 1177.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Bill, 30 35, 3 170 , 3337.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3°87·
Frankston and Langwarrin Land Reserve Revocation Bill, 1869, 1927.
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land
Bill, 1805, 1921.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 748, 1267, 1268.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1171, 1270.
Melbourne Harbor Trust vVharfage Rates,
2116.
Melbourne Lands Exchange Bill, 3231.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1806,
19 2 3.
Mysia Public Park Bill, 1563, 1901.
PHESIDENT, The (Sir H. J. WRIXON, K.C.M.G.,
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3157, 32S4.
K.C.)-Rulings and Statements of.
Numurkah Race-course Site Sale Bill, 1806,
Acting Chairman of Committees, 1171, 1250.
19 2 3.
Asking Questions, 158, 159, 1316.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3305.
Attendance of Prem.ier in Council Chamber, 861
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3087,
Clerk of the Parliaments, 28::p.
3 16 7.
C.lose of the Session, 3314.
Sunday Opening of Public Library, &c., 2607.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
Death of Mr. Gray, M.P., 414; of Mr.
Abbott, M.P., 2923.
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3251.
Debate - Imputing knowingly untrue stateTungamah Race-course Site Sale Bill, 1806,
men.~s, 463.~ use of th:: pfuase "Conspiracy
19 22 •
of sIlence,' 1370; statmg that an honorable
Voting by Post Acts Continuance Bill, 2964,
me~ber "has moved a nasty motion," 137 1 ;
30 40 .
statmg that members " were forming a
Water Supply Special Funds Application
ring," 3235; calling another member's rleBill, 3087, 3168.
marks "high falutin," 3242; charging an\Velshpool Tramway Bill, 1521, 1587.
oth::r member with falsely misquoting, V44;
'Vharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
statmg that another member has acted dis1904, 206 9, 23 6 7, 23 6 9, 237 0 , 237 1. .
Wild Dogs Act 1901 Revival and Continuation
honest! y, 3245; use of the word "subterfuge," 3303.
Bill, 1101, 1365.
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Railway Department (continued)PRESIDENT, The (contintted)adjourned, 1903; resumed, 1976; motion negaElection of Chairman of Committees, 15 .
tived, 1978; question by Mr. McLellan re
Election of President, 2.
increase of salaries of railway officers, 1903,
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
1904; question by Mr. Evans re Adelaide
Bill, 3254, 3301.
express, 2115; statement by Mr. Davies,
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
21i7; question by Mr. Balfour re extension
3235, 3 236, 3 237, 3 23'), 3 241, 3 24 2.
of Sunday traffic, 2763.
Hansard-Printing of Evidence taken at Bar
Railway Loan Application Bill-Received from
of Council, 1078.
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
Heating and Ventilation of State Parliament
3087; second reading, 3169; considered in
House, 281.
Committee, 3169; :dead third time, 3170.
Interjections, 3233.
Railway Special Funds Application Bill-ReLicences Renewal Bill, 231I.
ceived from Legislative Assembly, and read
Motions for the Adjournment of the Debate,
first time, 3231; second reading, 3303; con1370, 1371, 18°3·
sidered in Committee, 3304; read third time,
Personal Exphnations, 19°9.
Private Bills-3 254, 330I.
33°5·
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No. 2)Retirement of Members, 458, 558.
Received from Legislative Assembly and
Suggestions in Bills to Legislative Assembly,
read first time, 3087; second reading moved
25 1 9,
by Mr. Davies, 3160; debated, 3161; Bill
Surplus Revenue Bill, 991.
read second time, '3163; considered in
The Title of "HonoraBle "-Permission for
Committee, 3163; read third time, 3167.
Retention by Certain ex-members, 2762.
Railways Standing Committee-Motion by: Mr.
Davies for appointment of Dr. Embling and
President, Absence of the-The Chairman of
Mr. Melville as members of committee
Committees takes the Chair as Acting Presiagreed to, 1140.
dent, 473, 682.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
President, Election of-Sir H. J. Wrixon reBill-Received from Legislative Assembly
elected President, 2-3; presentation to the
and read first time, 458; second reaaing
Governor, 14.
moved by Mr. Sachse, 558; debated, 559;
Bill read second time, 560; considered in
Printing Committee-Appointed, 33.
committee, 560; read ulird time, 561;
Public Debt Conversion Bill - Received from
message from Legislative Assembiy requestLegislative Assembly, and read first time,
ing concurrence in amendment recommended
696; second reading, 1099; considered in
by the Governor, 696; amendment concurred
Committee, 1100'; read third time, 1I01.
. in, 696.
Public Service-Questions by Mr. Evans re
increments to teachers, and also to other Real Property Bill-Brought in by Mr. Davies
and read first time, 31; second reading
public servants, 1140, 1246.
moved by Mr. Davies, 281; debated, 284;
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill-Received
Bill read second time, 286; considered in
from Legislative Assembly and read first
Committee, 286, 465, 561; read third time,
time, 3253; passed through the remaining
561; returned from Legisla.tive Assembly
stages, 3305-6.
with amendments, 1364; amendments dealt
with in Committee of the whole, 1513, 1869,
Railway Department-Question by Mr. Balfour
1898; message from Legislative Assembly,
intimating insistence on certain ot their
re injury to cattle and sheep on railway
trucks, 31; question by Mr. McBryde re
amendments, 2606; message dealt with,
hours of engine-drivers, 158; statements by
2773-7; message from Legislative Assembly
intimating that they disagreed with one of
Mr. Davies, 158, 459; motion by Mr. Evans
"that the excessive hours worked by locoCouncil's amendments, and had agreed to
motive engine-men and the method adopted
one amendment with a further amendment,
in computing the day's work are of such a
2922; message dealt with, 2978.
nature as to demand the earnest and prompt Refreshment Rooms Committee-Appointed, 33,
attention of the Gover/nment," 459; seconded
45 8 .
by Mr. McLellan, 462; debated. 463; debate adjourned, 465; further adjourned,
748; debate resumed, 1328; debate again REES, Hon. R. B. (N.-W. Prov.)
adjourned, 1338; motion by Mr. Aikman for
Applications for Land, 2431.
further adjournment of debate, 1368; motion
Appropriation Bill, 3030.
debated, 1368; negatived, 1370; debate adArtificial Manure Bill, 2382, 2383.
journed, 1371; motion by Mr. Edgar for
Closer Settlement Bill, 2237, 2433, 2440, 24S6,
adjournment of debate, 1521; debated, 1521;
2509, 2510, 2620, 2622, 2623, 2688, 2689,
debate adjourned, 1522; resumed, 1564; Mr.
2690, 2695, 27 01 .
Evans' motion negatived, 1586; questions by
Examination of Mr. Black, District Surveyor,
Mr. Evans, 558, 21I5; by Mr. Abbott re new
at Bar, 1149, I I 50, 1I51; of Mr. Norman,
regulations rega]ding excursion trains, 1316;
1I80, 1182.
subject discussed on motion for the adExcursion Trains-New Regulations, 1318.
journment of the House, 1317; motion by
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
Dr. Embling for production of locomotive
31 71 , 31 74, 31 75.
drivers and firemen's time-books used at
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
locomotive shed, Seymour, agreed to, 1521;
3 2 36 .
time books produced, 1776; motion by Mr.
Governor's Speech, 50.
Evans for return of overtime worked by locoGunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
motive engine-men, 1902; debate on motion
Bill, 2373.
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REES, Hon. R. B. (continued)Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 47 6 .
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3309·
Licences Renewal Bill, 2310.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No·3), 13 6 7.
Mal1ee Survey Fees, 158.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 20 77,
212 7, 297 2, 2973, 2977·
Police Offences Act Amendment Bill, 754? 757·
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3 16 9.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 3162, 3164, 3166.
Railways Special Funds Application Bill, 33°3,
33°5·
.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Bill, 560, 561.
Real Property Bill, 2774·
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,

3 IC 3·

Statistics Collecti.on Bill, 687, 693, 694, 10 96 .
Surplus
Revenue
Bill-Tooleybuc Water
Scheme, 761, 763; Welshpool Tramway, 773,
774; Flinders-street Railway Station, 882,
1000; 'Valhalla Railway, 1087, II62, u69,
II7 0 ; Free Libraries, 1090; W'orking Men's
College, 1094.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250.
Votes br "1-~ iscellaneous," 63·
Water A.:f.!' Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 3091.
Whar fage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
237 0 .
RITCHIE, Hon. R. B. (W. Prov.)
Adjournment of the House, 774; for the
"Cup," 2520.
.
Clo'ier Settlement-Arrears of Rent, 196 9.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2234, 243 2, 2433, 243 8 ,
2456, 25°3, 2510, 25 12 , 25 15, 25 16, 25 17,
2612, 2613, 2621, 2625, 2688, 2690, 26 92,
2693, 2694, 2696, 2965, 2966, 2968 , 3 159:
Examination of Mr. Norman, Chief Engmeer
of Vvay and Works, Victori.~n Railways, at
Bar, u77, u81; of Mr. Talt, u86.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 190 1.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2373.
Income Tax Bill, 2983, 298 5.
Inebriates Bill, 3037, 3039·
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 33 0 7.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1925.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1866,
IQ87, 1988, 2080, 2977·
Railway Department-Hours of Enginemen,
13 69.
Refreshment Rooms, 63·
Statistics Collection Bill, 69 2, 693, 696 .
Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street Railway
Station, 995·
~
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Grants for
Roads, 3251.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
2371.
Russian Baltic Fleet-Message received from
Legislative Assembly transmitting resolution
adopted by Assembly with reference to the
attack by Russian Baltic Fleet on British
fishing vessels, and also an Adaress to the
Governor with reference thereto, 26861. mo-

Russian Baltic Fleet (continued)tions by Mr. Davies for concurrence in resolution and address agreed to, 2686; message
from the Governor, intimating that he had
forwarded, by cable, to the Secretary of
State for the Colonies the resolution passed
by the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly, and had received, in reply,
a telegraphic despatch expressing the thanks
of His 'Majesty's GoverUl;nent for the resolution of sympathy and support, 2762.
SACHSE, . Hon. A. O. (N.-E. Prov.)-Minister of
Public Instruction.
Alexandra Park Bill, 1848, 2777.
Applications for Land, 2431.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2381.
Clerk of the Parliaments, 2832.
Close of the Session, 3314.
Closer Settlement-Arrears of Rent, 1969.
Closer Settlement Bill, 1806, 2130, 2253, 2432,
24.33, 2434, 2435, 245 0 , 2457, 25 00 , 25 02 ,
25 05, 25 06 , 25 0 7, 25 08 , 25 09, 25 10 , 25 I I ,
25 12 , 25 13, 25 14, 25 15, 25 17, 2612, 2613,
2614, 2617, 261 9, 2621, 2623, 2624, 2625,
268 7, 2688, 2689, 2691, 2693, 2694, 2695,
26 98, 27 03, 277 2, 2964, 2965, 2966 , 2967,
2968 , 296 9, 3 157, 3337·
Compensation for Closing of Hotels at North
Melbourne, 3252.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. Il, 63.
Dairying Companies Act 1900 Further Amendment Bill, 1805, 1922.
Death of Mr. Abbott, M.P., 2922.
Dunolly Land Reserve Revocation Bill, 1869,
192 7.
Election of President, 3.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 3178, 3301, 3306.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 231.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1563, 1900.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2069, 2371, 2373, 2374.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No·3), IIOI, 1365, 1366.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2975.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 696, 1099, 1100,
IIOI.

Pu~lic

Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3253.
RaIlway. Dep'a~tment-New Regulations re
ExcurSIOn Trams, 1320; Hours of Enginemen,
1~69'

Railway Loan Application Bill, 3087, 3169,
3 1 70 .
Railway Special Funds Application Bill, 3231,
33 03, 33 04, 33°5·
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
Bill, 558, 561.
St. Arnaud Land Reserve Revocation Bill,
1564, 1902 .
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 302 9, 30 9,7, 3337.
State School Holiday on "Cup Day," 2367.
Statistics Collection Bill, 558, 683, 688, 690,
6ql, 69 2, 693, 694, 1096 , 1097.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Free Libraries 1090 .
Bendigo Art Gallery, 1091; Calf 'Lymph
Department, 1091; connexion between' Collingwood and Whittlesea Railway Lines,
1092; Sunbury 'Water Works, 1092' Working Men's College, 1093, 1°94; WalhaUa
Railway, II65.
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. STERNBERG, Hon. JOSEPH (contillued)Hon. A. O. (continued)Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
Surplus Revenue. Bill (No.2), 3 157, 3249,
(No. 3), 1366.
3250; Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250; WorkMines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1513,
men's Homes, 3251; Purchase of Dredge,
1786, 1858, 1861,. 1906, 190 7, 1910, IgII,
3251, 3252; Construction of Rolling-stock,
19 20 , 1979, 1983, 1984, 19 86 , 19 89, 1990,
32 52 •
199 1, 202 9, 2030, 2°33, 20 35, 20 36, 20 37,
University Bill, 2227, 2312, 2313.
2039, 2043, 20 46, 2048, 20 70 , 27 64, 2766,
2769, 277 2 .
St. Arnaud Land Reserve Revocation Bill-ReRailway Department-New Regulations re
ceived from Legislative Assembly., and .r~ad
Excursion Trains, 1317; Hours of Enginefirst time, 1564) passed through remammg
men, 1368, 1370.
stages, 1902.
.
.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
St. Kilda Abattoirs Reserve RevocatIon BIU2), 3164, 3166.
Received from Legislative Assembly, 'a~d
Real Property Bill, 2775.
read first time,_2686; passed through rem amSt. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
ing stages, 2824-5,.
.
3 II2 .
St. Kilda and Brighton Electnc Tramway BIlIStamps Acts' Amendment Bill, 1265, 1266.
Received from Legislative Assembly, and
Statistics Collection Bill, 686, 692, 69 6.
read first time, 3029; second reading, moved
Surplus Revenue Bill, 707; Flinders-street
by Mr. Sachse, 3097; debated, 3098; Bill
Station, 994, 999; Walhalla Railway, 1009,
read second time, and passed through r.e1018, 1082, 1160, 1167.
maining stages, 3113; message from LegIsSurplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3253.
lative Assembly transmitting amendment reTni.mways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
commended by the Governor, 3337; amend2375·
ment agreed with, 3337.
.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Session, Close of the-Statement by Mr. DavIes,
BiB, 3ogo.
3312; by Dr. Embling, 3313; by Mr.
:McDonald., 3313; by Mr. Sachse, 3314; by Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway BillMr. Edgar, 3314; by the President, 3314.
Received from Legislative Assembly, and
Sessional Arrangements-Days and hours of
read first time, 3029; second reading moved
sitting, 33, 2687; appointment of Standing
by Mr. Davies, 3°92,; debated, 3°93; Bill
Committees, 33.
read second time, 3096 j considered in ComShepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill-Received
mittee, 3096; read third, time, 3097; mesfrom Legislative Assembly, an? read first
sage from Legislative Assembly, transmittime, 3087; passed through remammg stages,
ting amendment recommended by the Go3 16 7.
vernor, 3337; amendment agreed with, 3337.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill-Received f.rom
Leaislative
Assembly,
and
read
first
hme,
b
STUART, Hon. FRANK (Melb. North Prov.)
413 ; order of the day for s~cond reading
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, II41,
postponed, 1097; second readmg m~ved by
II42; of Mr. Norman, II80.
Mr. Davies, 1261; debated, 1264; BIll read
Factories. and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
second time, 1265; considered in Committee,
Bill, 3175.
1265; read third time, 1267..
.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
Standing Orders Committee -.A'ppomt~d, . 33.;
32 34.
report re attendance of Mmisters m eIther
Governor's Speech, 15.
House to explain measures, brought up and
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
adopted as a standing order, 2068; . new
Bill, 2373.
standing order presented from CommIttee,
Railway Department-Hours of Engine-men, .
and adopted by Council, providing for con136 9.
tinuation of consideration of 'Water Acts
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3170 .
Consolidation and Amendment Bill in next
Real Property. Bill, 285.
session of Parliament, 3176; Governor's asStatistics Collection Bill, 684, 689, 692, 69 6 .
sent to new Standing Orders announced,
Surplus Revenue Bill, 700; F linders.street
6
333 .
. . .
.
Railway Station, 878, 889; Walhalla RailStatistics CollectIon BIll-ReceIved from LegIsway, 1009, lOll, II43.
lative Assembly, and read first time, 5S8;
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Erection of
second reading moved by Mr. Sachse, 68,1;
Cool Store at Doncaster, 3250.
debated, 684; Bill read second time, 688;
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1973.
considered in Committee, 688, 1096, 1097;
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
read third time, 1097.
2371.

SACHSE,

STERNBERG, Hon. JOSEPH (Bendigo Prov.)
Adjournments of the House, 775.
Closer Settlement Bill, 2296, 244 1, 2617, 2623'
Death of Mr. Abbott, M.P., 3086.
Examination of Mr. Kernot at Bar, II42; of
Mr. Tan, 1144; Mr. Black, II48; Mr.
. Norman, 1178.
Fire Escapes, 3306.
Governor's Speech, 55.
Inebriates Bill, 2830.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 164.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3309, 3310.

Sunday-Opening of Public Library, Museum,
and Art Gallery on Sunday discussed on
second reading of Consolidated Revenue
Bill (No.5), 2607; question by Mr. Balfour re extension of Sunday traffic on the
railways, 2763; return ordered on motion of
Mr. Balfour, 2824; presented, 2824; statement by Dr. Embling re fining of a barber
for shaving persons at an hotel on Sunday,
33 00 .
Supreme Court Rules-Presented by
Mr.
Davies, 3086.

(16)

INDEX.

Surplus Revenue Bill-Received from Legisla- Visitors, Distinguished, accommodated with a
tive Assembly, and read first time, 558;
chair on the floor of the House-Duke of
second reading moved by Mr. Davies, 696;
the Abr~zzi, 1096; the Hon. ·V-l. H. James,
.. ex-PremIer of vVestern Australia, 1507.
debated, 697; Bill read second time, 708;
considered in Committee, 757, 861, 940, Votmg by Post Acts Continuance Bill-Received. from Legislative Assembly, and read
991, 1079, II40, 1246; construction and
first tIme, 2964; passed through remaining
repairs
of
roads
and
bridges,
760 ;
stages, 3040.
Tooleybuc 'Water Scheme, 761; water
conservation and irrigation, 764; Flindersstreet Railway Station, 765, 862, 940, 99 1 ; 'Valhalla Railway. (See Surplus Revenue Bill.)
\Valhalla Railway, 767, 1002, 1079, 1140, ""Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill
-Received from Legislative Assembly and
II55, 1247; Elwood Swamp, 771; Port Melread fir~t time, 29641; statement bi Sir
bourne lagoon, 772; \iVelshpool tramway,
. Henry Cuthbert on order of the day for
772; free libraries in country districts, 1090;
second reading of Dill being called on,
Bendigo Art Gallery, 1090; Calf Lymph
3087; motion by Sir Henry Cuthbert for
depot, 109I; connexion between Coningpostponement of order of the day, 3090;
wood and Whittlesea railway lines, 1902;
debat~d, 3090; motion agreed to, 3092; new
Sunbury
vVaterworks,
1092;
\Vorking
'3tandmg ord~r presented from Standing
Men's College, 1093; statement b'y Mr.
Ord~r~ CommIttee, and adopted by Council,
Melville rc ruling of former President (Sir
provlChng for continuation of consideration
\Villiam Zeal) as to railway works costing
of B~l1 in next sessi~n of Parliament, 3167;
more than £20,000 being submitted to the
questIOn by Mr. Cam re supply of plans,
House without previously being referred to
&c., to members, 3300.
Railways Standing Committee, 988; subject
discussed, 988; Bill reported from Com- Water Supply Special Funds Application Bill
-Received lrom Legislative Assembly, and
mittee with a suggested amendment, and
rca? . first time, 3087_; passed through remessage ordered to be sent to Legislative
mammg stages, 3168.
Assembly requesting them to make the
amendment suggested, 1261; Bill returned Welsh~ool Tramway Bill.-Received from Legislatlve Assembly, and read first time, 1521;
from Legislative Assembly. with a message
passed: through remaining stages, 15 8 7.
intimating that they had made the amendment suggested by the Council, 1271; Bill Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration BillReceived from Legislative Assembly, and
read third time and passed, 127I.
read. first time, 19043 questions by Mr.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Received from
Mal11fold, 2069, 2431, j second readinO'
Legislative Assembly, and read first time,
m.oved by Mr. Pitt, 2367 j debated, 2367 ~
3157; second reading, 3249; considered in
Bdl r~ad second time, 2369; considered in
Committee, 3249; read third time, 3253.
. CommIttee, 2369; read third time, 237I.
Swearing of Members-Announcement by President of receipt of communication from WIld Dogs Act 1901 Revival and Continuance
Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly
Governor, authorizing him to swear membeni
and .re.ad first time, 1101; passed through
of the Legislative Council, 14.
remammg stages, 1365.
'Vitnesses, Examination of at Bar of Council
Tied Houses Abolition Bill-Received from
-Motion by Mr. M~lville for examinaLegislative Assembly) and read first time,
tion o.f .Mr. Tait, Chairman of Railways
1806; motion by 1fr.· Balfour for second
COm111lSSIOners, and Mr. Norman, Engineer
reading, 1970; debated, 1971; motion for
of vVay and \Vorks, in connexion with
second reading of the Bill negat~ved, 1976.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 909; agreed to, 940;
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment BillMr. Norman and Mr. Tait, examined re
Received from Legislative Assemblv, and
item "Flinders-street Railway Station"
read first time, 2227; second reading, ~374-6;
940 .(report .of evidence, 1171); stateme~t
considered in Committee, 2376; Bill reby Mr. DaVIes re report of evidence not
ported with a suggested amendment to
appearing in Hansard, 1078; by the PreLegislative Assembly, 2}76; message from
SIdent, 1078; motion by Sir Henry Cuth.
Legislative Assemblv, intimating that they
bert for further examination of railway
had made the sugg~sted amendment, 2607';
officers at the Bar, in connexion with SurBill read tJiird time, 2607.
.
plu~ .Re,:enue Bill, 1089_; agreed to, 109 0 ;
Transfer of Land Bill-Brought in bv Mr.
exam~natIO.n of Mr. Kernot, Acting EngiDavies, and read fi..rst time, 31; -second
neer-m-Chlef. of Victorian Railways, re
reading moved by Mr. Davies, 165; debate
\Valhalla raIlway, 1140; of Mr. Tait re
adjourned, 166; resumed, 561; Bill read
Walhalla railway, 1143"; of Mr. Nor:nan,
second time, 562; considered in Committee,
1145; of Mr. George Black, District Sur.
562; read third time, 563; returned from
veyo,!, ~ 147.; mohon by Mr. Davies for
Legislative Assembly with amendments,
publIcatIOn III Hansard, of evidence re ""Val·
1806; amendments considered in Commit·
h~lla railway, agreed to, 1154; motion by
tee of the whole, 1902, 2178.
SlY Henry ~uthbert for publication, in Han
Tungamah Race-course Site Sale Bill-Re·
sard, of eVIdence re Flinders-street Railway
ceived from Legislative Assembly, and
Station agreed to, 1154.
rea~l . first time, 1806; passed through reWor~ing Me,n's College-Condition of Workmammg stages, 1922.
lll.g Men s College discussed in connexion
WIth Surplus Revenue Bill, 1093.
University Bill-Received from Legislative Assembly, and read first time, 2227; second WRIXON, Sir H. J. (S.-W. Prov.)
reading, 2312; considered in Committee,
Election of President, 2.
2313; read third time, 2314.
(See President, The.)

LEG ISLArr LYE ASSEMBLY.
Abruzzi, Duke of the-Motion by Mr. Bent that Agent-General's Office-Questions by Mr. Gauna chair be provided on the floor of the
son re dismissal of Mr. A. G. Berry, 1077,
House for H.R.H. the Duke of the Abruzzi,
2685, 276 1.
agreed to, 1130; motion by Mr. Bent that Agricultural Societies-Statement by Mr. J. W.
the House desires to place on record its
Billson in Committee of Supply re interpleasure at the presenc.e of H.R.H. the
ference by agricultural societies with party
Duke of the Abruzzi, agreed to, 1130.
politics, 2571; subject discussed, 257r.
Address to the King-Praying that, on the ter- Agriculture, Department of-Statement by Mr.
mination of the present Governor's term of
Robertson re inspection of stock, 91; quesoffice, His Majesty may, in appointing antion by Mr. Robertson, 1992; further stateother representative, take into consideration
ment by Mr. Robertson, 2552; statement by
the altered circumstances of this State which
Mr. A. A. Billson re eradication of St.
result from Federation, 370.
John's wort, 92 i by Mr. Murray, 94; quesAddresses to the Governor-\Velcoming His
tion by Mr. Keogh, 132; by Mr. Harris
Excellency on his arrival in Victoria, 25; in
re soil surveys, 708; statement by Mr. Carreply to His Excellency's speech on opening
lisle re prevention of anthrax, 851; by Mr.
the session, 82; requesting His Excellency to
Murray, 852; question by Mr. Bailes re
forward to the Principal Secretary of State
Department's exhibits at Royal Agricultural
for the Colonies resolution re attack by RusSociety's Show, 1411; by Mr. Keast re
~ian Baltic Fleet upon British
fishermen,
alleged incompetency of departmental ex27 08 .
perts, 1588; re instruction of farmers in the
Adjournments of the House-Over municipal
judging of stock and grain, 1589; by Mr.
Harris re establishment of Government dairy
elections day, 1888; over "Cup" day, 2577.
farms, 1806; statement by Mr. Keast in
(See also Motions for tIle Adjournment oj
'the House.)
Committee of Supply, 2545; votes for Department of Agriculture disc)lssed in ComAdministration and Probate Duties-Statement
mittee of Supply, 2537-74; question by Mr.
by Mr. Bent, 1590.
Duffus re spaying expert, 2554; statement
Administration and Probate Duties Bill-Resoby Mr. Levien, 2557 i by Mr. Murray, 2568;
lution re administration and probate duties
by Mr. Levien re beet sugar industry, 2557;
adopted, 1669; Bill brought in by Mr. Bent,
subject of agricultural education discussed
and read first time, 1669; second reading
in Committee of Supply, 2545, 2557, 2559;
moved by Mr. Bent, 1878; debated, 1879;
statement by Mr. Murray in ~ommittee of
Bill read second time, 1881; considered in
Supply re development of agricultural inCommittee, 1882; third reading, 1883.
dustries, 2562; question by Mr. G. H. BenAdulteration of Chaff Bill-Brought in by Mr.
nett re introduction of a Bill with regard
Graham, and read first time, 83; Bill disto the uniform size of fruit cases, 2778.
charged from paper, 1443.
(See also Brands, Registration of; Butter
Adulteration of Food Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Industry; and Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
E. H. Cameron (Evelyn), and read first time, Alexandra, Railway Communication with-Mo82; Bill discharged from paper, 3272.
tion by Mr. Bent to refer to Railways
Advertising-Statement by Mr. Gaunson re adStanding Committee the question of railway
vertising in Government Gazette, 85; by Mr.
communication with certain districts, inHannah, 86; by Sir Alexander .Peacock, 89.
cluding the township of Alexandra, 3184 i
·Age Newspaper.
(See Privilege.)
debated, 3187 i agreed to, 3214.
Agent-General-Statement by Mr. 'Watt in Com- Alexandra Park Bill-Brought in by Mr. E. H.
Cameron (Evelyn), and read first time, 781 j
mittee of Supply re tC!rms of appointment
second reading moved by Mr. E. H.
of Mr. Taverner as Agent-General, 817;
Cameron (Evelyn), 1771 i debated, 1i72; Bill
subject discussed, 817-29; return of papers
read second time, 1774 i considered in Comrelating to Mr. Taverner's appointment,
mittee, 1774_; third reading 1775; returned
ordered on motion of Mr. Bent, 891; prefrom Legislative Council with an amendsented, 891; statement by Mr. Bent re eviment, 2864; amendment dealt with, 2902.
dence given by Mr. Sinclair before the Butter Commission
regarding
the Agent- Analytical Chemist, Government-Question by
Mr. Boyd in Committee of Supply re inGeneral, 944; question by Mr Prendergast,
creased work of Government Analytical
IOi7; statement by Mr. Bent that Mr.
Taverner would be recalled to enable him
Chemist, 2490; statement by Mr. 'Watt,
to answer Mr. Sinclair's evidence, 1107; by
2539·
Mr. Hannah re report of debate in Age
newspaper, 1631; by Mr. Prendergast, 1632; ANSTEY, Mr. FRANK (Brunswick)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1607.
by Mr. Bromley, 1632; by Mr. Bent re apCoal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
pointment of Mr. Justice a'Beckett, as a
2162.
commission to take evidence respecting
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
charges against Mr. Taverner, 2995; by Mr.
Bill, 2006, 2066.
Prendergast, 2996.
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Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 344, 784,
78 5, 78 7, 789, 79 0, 7'9 2, 793, 795, 79 8, 799,801,
893, 89.5, 89 6, 9 10, 925, 93 1,. 933, 9.14, 93 6,
937, 938, 1020, 1023, 1026, 1031, 1034, 1038,
1137, 113 8, 120 7, 12 38 , 12 39, 12 40 , 12 42, 12 43,
135 2, 1353, 1354, 135 8, 24 01 .
Mines Department Morey Proprietary's
Leases at Timor, 477; Cyaniders of 'Welchman's Reef, 478; English Mining Companies in Victoria, 478; Victorian Mining
Companies registered in New South Wales,

70 9.

Municipal Advances for Homesteads Bill,
25 61.
Outtrim Coal Mining Company, 148.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2883, 2884,
2888.
Totalizator' Bill, 969.
Treatment of Prisoners, 2522.
Anthrax. (See Agriculture, Department oj.)
Appointments, Government-Statement by Mr.
Gaunson re notice of motion that all appointments to offices be filled only by residents of the State, 946; motion by Mr.
Gaunson, "That all appointments to offices,
judicial and otherwise, shall be filled only
by residents of this State, unless Parliament shall otherwise resolve," 1445; debated,
1451; debate adjourned, 1468; question by
Mr. Prendergast, 1736; motion discharged
from paper, 3331.
Appropriation Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and
read first time, 2857; second reading moved
by Mr. Bent, 2943; Bill read second time,
2943; considered in Committee, 2943; third
reading, 2945.
Arbor Day-Question l;>y Mr. Prendergast ffor
Mr. Outtrim) re observing arbor day as a
national holiday, 326.
'
Mr. R. 1. (Dalhousie)
Butter Boxes, 776.
Butter Shipments, 775.

ARGYLE,

Art Galleries-Vote for country art galleries discussed in Committee of Supply, 2431. (S.ee
also Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
Artificial Manure Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Murray, and read first time, 1969; ~econd
reading moved by Mr. Murray, 1969; Bill
read second time, 1969; considered in Committee, 2067.; third reading, 2068; returned
from Legislative Council with amendments,
2466; amendments dealt with, 2521.
Artificial Manures Act 18q7 Amendment BillBrought. in by Mr. Murray, and" read first
time, 136; second reading moved by J\.Jr.
Murray, 1721; debated, 1723, 1750; Bill read
second time and committed pro forma, 1751;
discharged from paper, 1969.
Assembly and Council Electoral Boundaries Acts
-Statement by Sir Alexander PeaCJck re
reservation of Acts for King's A'3'lc!lt, and
date of proclamation thereof, 1630; by Mr.
Bent, 1631.
Assent to Bills, 250, 946, 1361, 1523, 19J:), 2254,
2575, 29 24, 3 21 4.
Attorney-General's Department-Subject (,f 'witnesses' and jurors' fees discussed in Committee of Supply, 2491, 24-94.
Auctioneers' Licences-Statement by Mr. Gray in
Committee of Supply re system of issui:1g
auctioneers' licences, 839.

Mr; A. S. (Bendigo East)
Agricultural Show Exhibits, 1411.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1616, 1660.
Country Art Galleries, 2431.
Election of Speaker, 10.
Forests Bill, 2550.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 2022.
Income Tax Bill, 2903, 2907, 2908.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 345.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3140,
3 141, 3 142, 3 21 5, 3 216 , 3 21 7.
Justices of the Peace, 2493.
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Acts, 2780.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1696.
Licensing Acts-Receipts and Disbursements,
15 8 9.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1743, 1744·
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 745.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 155, 342,
344, 643, 782 , 78 5, 79 0 , 79 1, 799, 904, 935,
937, 102 3, 103 1, 1033, 1038, 1042, 1043, 1046,
1047, 1048, 1049, 1050, 1051, 1052, 1128, 1129,
113 0, II34, II35, II3 6 , 113 8, II39, 1344, 1346,
1347, 1348 , 1350 , 135 1, 1353, 1354, 2400, 2401,
2402 , 2403, 2405, 24 06 .
Mines Department-Miners' Complaint, 86,
477; Ventilation of Mines, 86; Enginedrivers' Certificates, 476; Atomizers, '477,
849, 23 14.
Railway Department-Hours of Labourers at
Korong Vale, 169; Speed of Bendigo Trains,
1437, 2811; Closing Country Workshops,
2670, 2810; Newspaper Trains, 28II.
Real Property Bill, 1057, 1063, 1304, 1305,
13 08 , 1309, 13 13, 1,314·
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
302 4.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 179, 192; Roads and
BricLges, 193; CharIton W~ir, 295; State
School Buildings, 299; Forestry, 306, 308.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2852, 28 93.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 83, 239, 242, 247,
249, 173 1, 1733, 1734·
Timber-For Mining, 849, 2550; Royalty,
255 1 ; Railway Freights, 849, 2550, 2855.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1842, 1968, 2603.

BAILES,

Ballarat Water Commission Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Swinburne, and read first time, 2092;
secondl reading moved by Mr. Swinburne,
3060; Bill read second time, 3061; considered
in Committee, 3061; third reading, 3062 .
Bank Balances, Government-Return re cash
credit balances in bank, and Treasurer's cash
in hand, ordered, on motion of Mr. Gray,

7
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Mr. H. E. (Jika lika)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 632, 1375, 1626,
1635, 1648, 1675, 1681.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2162,
2200.
Electric Street Railways-Reference to Railways Standing Committee, 3183.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BillChinese Factories, 3264.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1531.
Government Labour Bureau, 1706.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1745·
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 2580.

BEARD,

LEG ISLA'l'IVE ASSEMBLY.

Mr. H. E. (continued)Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1236.
Melbourne Mint-Appointment of Inspector of
Bullion, 2986.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3330.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, '934,
24 1 3.
Old-age Pensions, 831.
Petition from Mr. Christopher Sparling, 1019.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1754.
Railway Department-Treatment of Employes,
2060; Management, 2685; Pay of Permanentway 'Repairers, 2685, 2791; Eight Hours
Princinle, 2i91.
Reading Newspapers in the Chamber, 624.
Telegraph Operators and Postal Assistants,
3 26 .
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2849
Totalizator Bill, 963.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3043'
Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street Railway
Station, 206; Railway Rolling-stock, 262;
Melbourne University, 3i8; Elwood Swamp,
431; State Brick 'Works, 440; Minimum
Wage, 529.
University Bill, 2221.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1846, 26 56.
Weight of Bags of Grain, 132.

BEARD,

Mr. W. D. (Abbotsjord)
Budget, 2326.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1480, 1642.
Election of Speaker, 6, II.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No.2), 2000.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 3135.
Foxes Destruction TIiD, 1525.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
2021.
Illness of Officers of Parliament, 2986.
Instlruments Act Further Amendment Bill,
1593, 1596 , 1597·
Legal Practitioners ReciE-rocity Act 1903
Amendment Bill (No. I), 251.
Legal Practitioners Reciprocitx Act 1903
Amendment Bill (No.2), 138, 1736, 3267
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Acts, 1589.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1740 .
Municipal Valuations, 2190.
Personal Explanation, 2383.
Private Members' Business, 603, 1442.
Real Property Bill, 1305, 1306, 1307, 1311,
2001.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Consumptives Sanatorium, 385;
Portarlington Breakwater,

BEAZLEY,

387.
Surplus Revenue Bil! (No.2), 3154.
Title to Land (Adverse Possession)
17 60 , 3 26 7.
Totalizator Bill, 956.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment
2173, 21 77.
Transfer of Land Bill, 1692, 1693, 1694.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 603, 1443, 2355,
23 60 , 23 62 , 23 63, 23 64, 23 6 5, 23 66 , 2757,

Bill,
Bill,
2356,
3267.

Bee Farming-Statements by Mr. Thomson, re
encouragement of bee farming, 2529, 2532 ;
by Mr. Murray, 2533.

(19)

Beech Forest, "Loading" Lands in-Report of
Parliamentary
Standing
Committee on
Railways, re loading lands in Beech Forest
district, "to assist in defraying the cost of
extending the Beech Forest railway to
'Wattle Hill, and of making roads to that
extension, as well as snagging the Gellibrand River," presented, 2055.
Beet Sugar Industry. (See Agriculture, Department oj, and Maffra Beet Sugar Factory.)
Bendigo Art Gallery.
(See Surplus Revenue
Bill No. I.)
BEKKETT, Mr. G. H. (Richmond)
Election of Chairman of Committees, 185.
Fruit Cases, 2jj8.
Governor of Pentridge, 2428.
Labour Bureau, 815, 1105, 1702.
Licensing Bill, 1873.
Metropolitan Watchhouse-keepers, 2422.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1760.
Re-employment of Railway Strikers, 2683,
3340 .
Refreshment-rooms Committee, 24.
Ruling as Acting Chairman-Offensive Ex.
pressions, 3293.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Minimum Wage, 525.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1732.
BENNETT, Mr. H. S. (Ballarat West)
Compulsory Half-holiday, 709.
Ironmoulders' Wages Bo-ard, 2778.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1129,
1131, 2408.
Personal Explanation-The Age Newspaper,
1775·
Railway Department-Hours and Wages at
Newport Workshops, 168; Early Morning
Newspaper Trains, Il06, 1338, 1412, 1523;
Free Passes "for Eureka Stockade Sur.
vivors, 2986.
Smplus
Revenue
Bill-Railway
Rolling.
stock, 233, 26 7, 294.
Totalizator Bill, 965.
BENT, Mr. THOllIAs, Premier, Treasurer, and
Minister of Railways (Briglzton)
Acting Chairman of Committees, 84, 133.
Address to the Governor, 25.
Adjournments of the House-Over Municipal
Elections Day, 1107, 1188; over "Cup"
Day, 2577; over Friday, 2759.
Administration and Probate Duties, 1590 ,
166g.
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 166 9,
18i8, 1882, 1883.
Agent-General, 818, 824, 891, 944, 1107, 2995,
2996 .
Alexandra Park Bill, 1773, 2902.
Appo~ntmen!. of Future -State Governors, 947.
Appomtment of Inspector-General of Lunatic
Asylums, 97, 1463.
Appropriation Bi"ll, 2856, 2943, 2944, 2947.
Assembl y and Council Electoral Boundaries
Acts, 1631.
Attendance as Premier in the Council Cham.
ber, 893.
•
Bills Discharged, 2521, 3272.
Budget, 2068, 2092, 2324.
Business-Order of, 82, 682, 747, 778, 848 ,
860, 10 53, 1077, 1138, 1139, 1315, 1411, 15 06 ,
15qo, 1699, 1702 , 17...58, 2157, 2158, 2226,
228 7, 243 1 , 25 62 , 25 6 7, 2606, 2686, 2761, 282 4,
286 4, 29 24, 29 63, 2999, 3086 , 3265, 3299.

(20)
BENT,

INDEX.

Mr.

THOMAS

(continued)-

Butter Export Industry-Mr. Taverner's Report, 1587; Expenses· of Royal Commission,
249 0 .
Carrum Advances Bill, 1600.
Case of Mr. Horace Perkins, 3179.
Charitable Institutions, IS8g, 2188.
Charities Bill, 1749, 2495·
Close of the Session, 3332.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1406, 1541,
15 61 , 1563, 1664, 27 87.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
1993, 2162, 2169.
Companies Law Amendment, 945.
Compulsory Half-Holiday, 709.
Consolidated Revenue Bli!" (No. I), 96.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.2), 859.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No·3), 1439.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.4), 2115.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No.5), 25 25.
County Court Bench Vacancy, 1669, 2491.
Daily Hansard, 95.
Distinguished Visitor-The Duc d' Abruzzi,
1130.
Duties Imposed on Municipalities by Legislation, 2253.
Education Department-State School Buildings, 302, 816, 2470; Instruction of Deaf
and Dumb Children, 1588; New Zealand
Education System, 1708; Instruction in
Dairying, 1709; Abolition. of Charges to
Parents in Country Districts, 2468; Municipalities and State School Repairs, 2470;
Estimates, 2478.
Eight Hours Anniversary Celebration Committee, 145.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 186.
Election of Speaker, II, 12.
Electric Street Railway~ - Reference to
Railways Standing Committee, 3179.
Estimates, 84, 1435, 20 9 2, 2355, 24 14, 2575·
Factories and Shops Ads Amendment Bill,
23 1 5.
Federal Sugar Bonus, 2627.
Government Advertisements, 95.
Government :Appointments 111 Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 1463, 1736.
Greater Melbourne Royal Commission, 1588.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2003, 201 I.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
2013, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2026.
Illness of Officers of Parliament, 2777,
2985, 2986.
Importation of a Sand-pumping Dredge,
1102.
Income Tax Bill, 1671, 1883, 1993, 2864, 2904,
29 0 7, 29 08 , 29 0 9.
Income Tax Deductions, 1438.
Income Tax Rates, 1670, 1671.
Infectious Diseases Hospital, 2188, 2521.
Infectious Diseases Hospital Maintenance
Bill, 2853.
Inspection of Stock, Iq92.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3217.
Tustices of the Peace, 837, 2494.
Labour Bureau, II05, 1703.
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land
Bill, 1699.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3294, 3295, 3296,
3 2 97.
Leave of Absence to Mr. Irvine and Mr.
McCutcheon, 84.

BENT,

Mr.

THOMAS

(continued)-

Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Acts, 2780.
Letter·carriers' Claims, 848.
Licensing Bill, 1877, 3131, 3272, 3333.
Loading Lands in Beech Forest, 2055.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1748 .
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 13 6 , 745, 747.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No·3), 10 76 , 10 77, 153 2.
Construction-Appointment
of
Locomotive
Select Committee, 1927.
Melbourne Benevolent ASy'lum Site Sale Bill,
810, 1688, 1689, 2000. .
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 2579.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine
Act Amendment Bill, 520, 1229.
lHelbourne Harbor Trust Constitution Bill,
20 92 •
Melbourne Lands Exchange Bill, 3265.
Melbourne Mint-Appointment of Inspector
of Bullion, 2986.
Melbourne Police Court Site, 1439.
Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus Company
-Revision of Fares, 3178.
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments BilL,
29 63.
Melbourne University, 217, 218, 374, 2466.
Milk Supervision Bill, 33 24, 3330.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 791,
79 2, 793, 799, 800, 810, 1133, 113 8 , 1139,
1355·
Mines Department-Uniform Code of Signals
in Mines, 1412.
Ministers' Travelling EX1?enses, 2498.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1669,
17 0 9, 17 10 , 17 13, 17 14, 17 15, 17 16 , 17 17,
1720.
Municipal Subsidy, 1439.
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3040, 3142,
3 1 45, 3331.
Old.age Pensions, 830.
Parliamentary Candidates' Deposits, 1438.
Parliamentary Visit to Newport W'orkshops,
29 1 , 4 1 4.
Police-Efficiency of the Force, 682.
Privilege-The Age Newsp?-per, 123.
Public Accounts Committee, 24.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 133.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 153, 1751,
25 22 , 25 23.
Public Officers Retirement Bill, 781.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 2761,
32 71.
Public Service Fees Bill, 1871.
Rabbit Export Trade-Secret Commissions,
1588.
Railway Construction-,,7alhalla, 209, 316,
388, 391, 406, 532; Collingwood and Whittlesea Lines Connexion, 381, 386; Ultima towards the Murray, 1341; Woolamai, San
Remo, and Cape Patterson, 1929, 1934 ;
Richardson Valley, 2055, 2461; Forrest to
Barramunga', 2055; Beech Forest to "Tattle
Hill, 2055; Strathmerton towards Tocumwal, 2384, 2853; Netherby, 3184; Tolmie,
:p84, 3210; Bruthen, .1I84; Dartmoor, Mumbannar, and towards Mount Gambier, 3184;
Alexandra, 3184; Hurst's Bridge (Diamond
Creek), 3184; Neerim, 3184.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Mr. THOMAS (continued)Railway Department-Dismissal of Casual
Employes, 95; Case of Mr. Cherry, 95;
Freights on Agricultural Produce, 95, 843;
Employes' Houses, 95; Hours of Signalmen, 96, 168, 2807; Hours of Enginedrivers, 168, 2805, 2808; Hours and W"ages
at Newport Workshops, 168; Hours of
Labourers at Koropg Vale, 169; Case of
James Flynn, 290; P-ay of Permanent V\Tay
Repairers, 414, 2806;" Repairing Geelong
to Ballarat Line, 479; Case of G. Brown,
564, 948; Crank Axles, 777; Employes'
Pensions, 852, 858; Prepayment of Freight
for Gravel, 945; Excursion Fares to Country Shows, 1053, Il87; Country Train Service, Il05, Il06; Early Morning Newspaper Trains, Il07, 1338, 1412; Sunday
Work, 1271; Spencer-street Station, 1271;
Gippsland Grain Rates, 1412; Speed of
Country Trains, 14-38, 1706, 1807; Officers'
Promotions, 1669; Coal from New Extended
Company, Korumburra, 1707; Construction
of Locomotives, 1707; Retirement of Officers under Sixty, 1736; Flinders-street Central Station, 203, 208, 1750; Freight on
Compressed Fodder, 1992; Treatment of
Employes, 2058, 2805; Printing Office,
2253; Case of Mr. A. J. Le Blocg, 2253;
Messrs. Long and Co. 's Contracts, 2253,
2460; Grain Freights, 2495; Free Passes,
2497, 2986; Finances, 2661; Management,
2661, 2809; Closing of Country \Vorkshops,
2805, 2807, 2820; Coal Contracts, 2807;
Eight Hours ,Pr,nciple, 2808; :Tapering
Rates, 2810; Shipping Accommodation at
Geelong, 2856.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 2987, 3080,
308 3, 308 4.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill,
1872, 1878, 2788, 279 1.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill
(No.2), 2791, 2909, 2911, 2913, 2914, 2915,
29 16, 29 18 , 299 1, 299 2, 2995, 30 76 , 30 78,
30 79, 32 95.
Railways Special Funds Aeplication Bill, 2987,
308 4, 308 5, 3255.
Railways Standing Committee, 86, Il88; Reference of Seven Proposed Lines in globo,
3184, 3210 .
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Rill, 135, 444) 445·
Real Property Bill, 10.53, 1060, 1305.
Refreshment-rooms Committee, 24.
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 815,
2468 .
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 2757.
Russian Baltic Fleet-Attack on North Sea
Trawlers, 2661, 2707, 2708, 2781.
St. Kilda Abattoirs Reserve Revocation Bill,
2315, 2711, 27 12 .
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 1808, 2947, 3006 , 3012 , 301 3, 3339·
Sale of Duty Stamps, 1,13.
Scaffolding Inspection, 3315.
Sessional Arrangements-Days and Hours of
Meeting, 82, 710, 7]8, 780, 15 24, 17°9,
2027, 2254, 24 61 , 2577, 262 7, 29 24, 3Il3;
Appointment of Standing Committees, 82;
Private Members' Business, 97, 136, 137, 492,
6°3, 747, 89 1, 89 2, 1:'142, 18°7, 18 94, 1898 ,
2660, 2757, 3298, 3331; Government Business, 29 24, 3114.

BENT,
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Mr. THOMAS (continued)Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 2853'
Shires Reclassification, 1439.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 448.
State Forests, 95.
Sta:te Schoof Teachers Bill, 220g, 2211.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway
Bill, 2854, 3015, 3028 , 1339.
Suburban Railways-Proposed Electrification,
1588 .
Supplementary Estimates, 815.
SlJPply, 84, 1435, 25 22 ; Votp.s on Account,
~4, 86, 95, 1435·
Surplus Revenue Bill, 133, 171, 187, 188, 190,
~91~ 408 , 4 28, 440 , 413, 521 , 53 2, 549, 1340,
Tooleybuc \Vater Scheme, 198; \Vater Conservation and Irrigation, 199, 200, 314;
Flinders-street Railway Station, 203, 208;
"Walhalla Railway, 209, 316, 388, 391, 406,
532; Elwood Swamp and Point Ormond,
20 9, 386 , 4 28 , 430; Electric Conveyers, 209,
210, 214, 4Il, 415; Ferntree Gully Railway
Shed, 215; Melbourne University, 217, 218,
374; Working Men's College, 21 9, 435;
Public Library Building, 219; Port Melbourne Lagoon, 221; Tambo Valley Road,
222; \Vood's Point Road, 222; St. Arnaud
Main-road, 223; Carrum \Veir, 223; \Velshpool Tramway, 224; \Vorkmen's Trains, 225,
23 2 ; Railway Rolling-stock, 233, 251, 254,
25 6 , 29 2, 294; Charlton Vleir, 295; State
School Buildings, 3°2; Sewerage \Vorks,
3°2; Yarra Improvements, 302; \Vattle
Planting, 3°3; Forestry, 306, 3°8; Aged
Destitute, 313; Free Conveyance of Country School Children, 313; Country Free
Libraries,
313,
379, 427;
Quarantine
Ground, 3 13, 427; Reilly-street Drain, 313;
lbilway Siding at Footscray, 313; Mirboo
and Leongatha-roacl, :F4, 381; Bendigo Art
Gallery, 314, 427; Oak-street, Brunswick,
3 1 4, 381 ; Brunswick Public Reserve, 314;
Melbourne City Lock-up, 379; Fever Hospitals, 381; Weights arid Measures Building, 381; Royal Park Calf Lymph Depot,
381 ; Consumptives Sanatorium, 381, 383,
1'84; Picnic Point Foreshore, 381", 386;
Brighton Beach Foreshore, 381; Collingwood and 'Vhittlesea Lines Connexion, 381,
386 ; Drill Cores Storeroom, 382, 38 7;
Portarlington Breakwater, 387, 388; Roads
and Bridges, 408; \Villiamstown Railway
Yard, 409, 4II; Sunbury \Vaterworks, 434;
State Brickworks, 439; Minimum \Vage,
53 2, 549, 550 ; Evidence taken at the Bar
of the Legislative Council, IIS8; Council's
suggestion l 1303.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 2924, 3 145,
3 1 56 .
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2846, 28 53,
286 5, 2882, 2883, 2884, 2902, 3324.
Tobacconists Bill, 1633, 1720, 1721, 2011.
Totalizator Bill, 78 1.
Tramways Act 1901 Amendment Bill, 480.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
6°3, 216 9, 21 7 1, 2201, 2521.
Travelling Expenses, q~.
Unclaimed Funds Bi"ll, 1443, 1444, 2355,
235 6 , 23 64.
Unemployed, 520, 1703.
University Bill, 2221, 2226.
University. of Melbourne Royal Commission
~Mr. Fmk, 520, 6381 639, 641.
Votmg by Post Acts Continuance Bill, 28 53.

BENT,
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INDEX.

Mr. THOMAS (continued)Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment.
Bill, 1435, 1963, 2284, 2394, 2397, 259 8,
2606, 2654, 2741, 2746, 2938, 2942.
Water Supply Special Funds Application
Bill, 2g87' 307g·
Ways nnd Means, 84, g6, S59, 1439, 2II5,
25 22 , 28 56.
'Veight of Bags of Grain, 133.
\Yelshpcol Tramway Bill, 415, 603, 606, 607,
6II, 1533, 1534, 1535·
Wllartage and Harbors Rate Alteration Dill,
li{)9, li49·
Working Men's College, 219, 435, 1438, 2466.

BENT,

Berry, Mr. A. G., case of. (See Agent-General's
office.)
Bills Discharged from the Paper-Closer Settlement Bill (No. I), 155; Water Acts Amendment Bill, 14II; Adulteration of Chaff Bill,
1443; Evidence Law Amendment Bill, 1701;
Tramways Act 1901 Amendment Bill, 1848;
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment BIll,
1969; Shires Reclassification Bill, 1969; Debts
Recovery (Married Persons) Bill, 2027; Tobacconists Bill, 2521; Municipal Endowment
and Classification Bill, 2521; Public Officers
Retirement Bill, 2521; Melbourne Harbor
Trust Constitution Bill, 2521; Charities Bill,
2521; Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No. I),
2757; Railways Laws Further Amendment
Bill, 2791; Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3272 ;
Adulteration of Food Bill, 3272; State School
Teachers Bill, 3272; Public Service Fees Bill,
3272; Infectious Diseases Hospital Maintenance Bill, 3272; Licensing Bill, 3281; Milk
Supervision Bill, 3324; Municipal Advances
for Homes Bill, 3331; Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 3331; Hackney Carriages
Law Amendment Bill, 3331; 'Women's
Suffrage Bill, 3331; Unc1ahned Funds Bill,
3331; Weighbridges and Sworn Weighers Bill,
3331; Municipal Elections (Adult Suffrage)
Bill, 3331; Widows Maintenance Bill, 33~1;
Municipal Rating (Unimproved Value) BIll,
3331; Credit Foncier Extension Bill, 3331;
Conciliation and Arbitration Bill, 3331;
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 3331;
Leaal Practitioners Reciprocity Act 1903
A~endment Bill (No.2), 3331; Boi1ers Inspection Bill, 3331; Local Government Act
1903 Amendment Bill, 3331; Scaffolding Inspection Bill, 3331; Title to Land (Adverse
Possession) Bill, 3331; Police Regulation Act
1890 Amendment Bill, 3331.
Bills Rejected on Second Reading-Totalizat?r
Bill, 987; Evidence Law Amendment BIll
(No.2), 2000.
Mr. A. A. (Ovens)
Appropriation Bill, 2943, 2945.
Charitable Institutions, 1589.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1615.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2200.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 779.
Dutie·s Imposed on Municipalities by Legislation, 2253.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1528.
Income Tax Deductions, 1437.
Licensing Bill, 1873, 3224.
Long Service Increments, 2528.
Mines Acts Further ..Amendment Bill, 712, 794,
897, 934, 1022, 1194, 1207, 1208, 1220, 1356.

BILLSON,

Mr. A. A. (continued)Parks and Gardens, 2534.
Railway Department-Country Train Service,
II05; Spencer-street Station, 1271.
St. John's Wort, 92.
Surplus Revenue Bill,
180; Workmen's
Homes, 224, 225.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 242, 246.
Timber Royalty, 2544.
Totalizator Bill, 960.

BILLSON,

Mr. J. W. (Fitzro:!!)
Agricultural Societies and Politics, 2571.
Ballarat 'Vater Commission Bill, 3061..
Carrum Advances Bill, 1602.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 12 92, 1390, 1397,
1409, 1484, 1495, 1549, 1628, 1634, 1647, 1663,
27 82 , 3231.
Days and Hours of Meeting, 2577.
Detection of Crime, 90.
Eight Hours' Anniversary Celebration Committee, 145.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 185.
Electric Street Railways-Reference to Rail.
ways Standing Committee, 3182.
Export of Produce, 2573.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BillChinese Factories, 3259, 3260.
Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 1467.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation Bill,
200 7, 200 9.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 2018.
Income Tax Bill, 2904.
Inebriates Bill, 1769, 1771, 1890.
Infectious Diseases Hospital Maintenance Bill,
3 282 .
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3317, 3320.
Leongatha Labour Colony, 2536.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1739·
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 2578, 2579, 2582.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 79 2, 797,
113 0 , II 36.
Offensive Expressions, 2761, 2804, 2837, 3293.
Prisoners Appearing in Court in Prison Garb,
24 2 9.
Prison Labour, 2429.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 124.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3272.
Railway Construction-:-Collingwood and .Whittlesea Lines ConnexlOn, 386; vVoolamal, San
Remo, and C~pe Pattersou, 1935.
Railway Departmeut-Eight Hours' Principle,'
90; Discharge of Casual Employes, 90;
Freights on Agricultural Produce, 845.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3028.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers,
214; Workmen's Homes, 231 ; Railw~y
Rolling-stock, 254; Collingwood and WhIttlesea Lines Connexion, 386.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3154.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2839, 2897,
28 99.
Totalizator Bill. 970.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2365.
University Bill, 2224.
Votes on Account-Miscellaneous Expenditure,
90 •
•
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment BIll,
2604.
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 6II, 1535.

BILLSON,

LEGISIJATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Boilers Inspection Bill-Brought in by Mr. Sangster and read first time, 83; discharged from
paper, 3331.
Mr. JOHN (Wangaratta)
Agent-General, 828.
Agricultural Societies and Politics, 2571.
Appointment.of Future State Governors, 35 8 .
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1608, 2783.
Debts Recovery (Married Persons) Bill, 83,
202 7.
.
.
Fortnightly Payment of RaIlway and PublIc
Servants, 1590, 1897.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation Bill,
2007, 2008.
.
Justices Act Further Amendment BIll, 321 9.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill,. 121 5,
1356, 2404, 240 5.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 614.
Railway Construction-Whitfield to Mahaikah
and Tolmie, 2708, 3200.
Railway Freights, $47·
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill
(No.2), 3076.
Real Property Bill, 1060.
State Forests-Conservation, 2556; Timber
Royalty, 2556.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Roads and Bridges, 193,
197, 198; Workmen's HOI?e.s, 230; M<:lbourne University, 3753 WIllIamstown Ral1,~ay Yard, 411.
.
Tenders for Portable Battenes, 28 52 •
Totalizator Bill, 973.
.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment BIll,
1967, 1968 , 239 2, 26 30 , 2745.' 2937· .
Weighbridges and Sworn WeIghers BIll, 349·

BOWSER,

Mr. J. A. (Melbourne)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1880,
1883.
Agent-General, 817, 8"19, 821.
Artificial l\lanures Act 1897 Amendment Bill,
17 29, 175 0 .
Carrum Advances Bill, 1603, 1604, 1605.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1676.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 21 57,
2158, 2162, 2163, 2166, 2168, 2196, 21 98,
2200.
Conduct of Business, 3049, 3265.
Eight Hours' Anniversary Celebration Committee, 138, 145, 148.
Electric Street Railways~Reference to Railways Standing Committee, 3182.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No.2), IQq6.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Dill,
305 1, 3054, 3056 , 30 58.
Fees of vVitnesses and Jurors, 249 1, 2494·
Government Analytical Chemist, 2490.
Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 1459·
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 2012,
2015, 2016, 2019.
Hour of Meeting, 2052.
Infectious Diseases Hospital Maintenance Bill,
3 282 .
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill,
1593, 1595·
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 348.
Justices of the Peace, 835, 249 2.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3 293.
Loan Conversion Expenses, 838.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2}, 746.

BOYD,
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Mr. J. A. (continued)Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Site Sale Bill,
1688, 1689.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3127, 3130, 3329.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 792,
1052, 1349·
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1712,
17 16, 17 19.
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3142, 3I43,
3 144, 3 145.
Parliamentary Visit to Dookie College, 2759.
Personal Explanation, 2054.
Port Melbourne Lagoon, 221, 2189.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1753.
Railway Department-Employes' Pensions, 855;
Freight on Compressed Fodder, 1992; Auditing Accounts, 2678,; Management, 2678; Finances, 2678; Eight Hours Principle, 2679,
2799, 2803; Free Passes, 2679; Springvale
Cemetery Railway, 2679; Treatment of Employes, 2804, 2805.
Railways Laws Further Amenament Bin (No.
2), 299 2, 2994, 30 77, 3078.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Bill, 445.
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 2489.
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 2757,
275 8 , 2759·
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3043.
State Scho'o! Teachers Bill, 2208.
Statistics Collection Bill, 553.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3074.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers, 210,
212, 41 I, 423; Port Melbourne Lagoon, 221;
Railway Rolling-stock, 295; Water Conservation and Irrigation, 316; Walhalla Railway, 318; Williamstown Railwav Yarn, 4°9;
Geelong Pier, 411.
•
Surplus Revenue Bill, (No.2), J147.
Truant Officers, 2466.
Unclaimed 1<unds Bill, 1444, 2357, 2359.
University Bill, 2214, 2219.
University of Melbourne Royal Commission,
373·
Victorian Year-Book, 859.
'Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1937, 1942, 1944, 1962 , 1964, 2°54, 226 7,
2270, 2352.
'Women's Suffrage Bill, 3267.

BOYD,

Brands, Registration of-Question by Mr Craven,
re introduction of Bill providing for registration of brands, 2460.
Mr. F. H. (Carlton)
Agent-General, 818, 819, 820, 821, 828.
Allowances to Aged Pioneers, 848.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1562, 1662,
287°'
Decorum of Debate, 2804.
Exhibition Building, 2430.
Government Labour Bureau, 1703.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
83, 2012, 2016, 2017, 2021, 2026, 2027.
Justices of the Peace - Mr. H. Lonsdale
Thompson, 1412.
.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 932,
24 11 •
Old-age Pensions, 830'
Personal Explanation-The Age NewspaJler
Reports, 1632.
Private Members' Business, 891.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 122.

BRmILEY,
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BROMLEY, Mr. F. H. (continued)Public Library, National Museum, and Art Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 148, 153, 154,
1757·
Real Property Bill, 1311.
Rights of Members, 2353.
Rulings and Statements as Acting ChairmanPersonal explanations, 1678; irregular discussion, 2640; offensive expressions, 2640;
personalities, 2681.
Shipping Agents for Deparfment of Agriculture, 1668.
Supplementary Estimates, S16.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Melbourne University,
216, 219; Public Library Buildings, 220;
Walhalla Railway, 391, 393, 406; Electric
Conveyers, 420.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2851.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, Ig68.
Welshpoo'l Tramway Bill, 606.
Working Men's College, 1438.
Bruthen, Railway Communicati6n with-Motion
by Mr. Bent to refer to Railways Standing
Committee, question of railway communication with certain districts, including Bruthen,
3184; debated, 3187; agreed to, 3214.
Budget, Tfie-Budget brought down by Mr. Bent
in Committee of Supply, 20~p; debated by
Mr. Prendergast, 2316; Mr. Beazley, 2326;
Mr. Keast, 2332; Mr. Mackinnon, 2335; Mr.
McCutcheon, 2338; Mr. Gaunson, 2342; Mr.
Fairbairn, 2345; Mr. Coiechin, 2347·
Business, Order of-Sessional orders re Government business and private members' business
adopted, 82; sessional order, fixing order of
busmess on \Vednesdays, suspended to allow
Government business to be proceeded with,
13 6 , 60 3, 778, 89 1, 1590, 1807, 2157, 25 62 ,
2660, 2924, 3114; sessional order limIting
time for calling on fresh business suspenddl
for remainder of session, 2924.
Butter Commission-Question by Mr. Robertson
re report of Royal Commission on the butter
export industry, 169; motion by Sir Samuel
Gillott concurring in the expenditure by the
Commission of a further sum of £100, 370;
debated, 370; agreed to, 372; return re cost
of Commission ordered, on motion of Mr.
Gray, 1469; questions by Mr. Gray, 2194,
2490; motion by Sir Samuel Gillott concurring in the expenditure by the Commission
of a further sum of £200, agreed to, 1749.
(See also Agent-General.)
Butter Industry-Question by Mr. Keast, re establishment of State dairy farm or college,
1522; by Mr. Cullen re report by Mr. Taverner on the butter trade and establishm-ent of
a central depot in London, IS87.
CAMERO)J, Mr. EWEN (Glenelg)
Agent-General, 819, 820.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 357.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 499, 1383, 1478,
1493, 14Q8, 15.17, 1609, 1613, 1620, 1622, 1623,
1641, 1661, 1664, 1673, 1677, 1681.
Cold Storage and Export of Frozen Produce,
947·
Cold Storage on Government Property, 947.
Commons and Forest Reserves, 1896.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1527.
Government Labour Bureau, 41S, 1705.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 348.
Justices of the Peace, 836.

CAMERON, Mr. EWEN (conti11ued)Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1236.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1711.
Privileges of State Members at Federal Parliament HC'use, 1706.
.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 17st>.
Railway Freights, 847.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3073.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 182; Roads and Bridges,
196; Tooleybuc \Vater Scheme, 198; Workmen's Homes, 226, 229; State School Buildings, 296; Wattle Planting, 304; Melbourne
University, 379; Melbourne City Lock-up,
380; Consumptives Sanatorium, 384; Picnic
Point Foreshore, 386; Walhalla Railway,
39 2 ; Minimum Wage, 533.
Totalizator Bill, 982.
\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
181 4.
CA::'IERON, Mr. E. H., Minister of Public Works
and Minister of Health (Evelyn)
Adulteration of Food Bill, 82.
Alexandra Park Bill, 781, 1771, 1774, 1775.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.3), 810.
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 1523, 1871, 2578, 2582.
.
Milk Supervision Bill, 1807, 2194, 3115.
Municipal Endowment and Classification Bill,
1937·
Public Works Department-Noojee and Fumina
Roads, 290; Goulburn Levees, 326; Alleged
Block in Land Settlement through N on-Construction of Roads, 710; Mr. Marsden's statements re Day Labour, 1339; Port Melbourne
Lagoon, 1340, 2189.
Railway Construction-\Voolamai, San Remo,
and Cape Patterson, 1932.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3001 .
Shires Reclassification Bill, 1633, 1871.
Surplus Revenue Bill-\Vater Conservation and
Irrigation, 199; Portarlington Breakwater,
38 7.
Tanner's.; Glucose, 2459.
CAMERON, Mr. JAMES (Gip'psland East)
Butter Commission, 372.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1602.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 513, 1493, 1495,
1506, 1610. 1612, 1616, 1617, 1619, 1621, 1628,
1642, 1643, 1649, 1653, 1656, 1675, 2786, 286 7,
2873, 2874, 2878, 1 210 .
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2160.
Disturbances at Election Meetings, 280.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No.2), 2000.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1529, 1531.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 2024.
Income Tax Bill, 2863.
Justices of the Peace, 815. 2494·
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 329 2, 3 293, 3320,
31 22 .
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1235.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3300.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 802, 897,
1025, 103.1, 1041, 1203. 1211, 1221, 2404.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1713.
Pairs, 638.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 2710.
Private M'embers' Business, 138.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3271.
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Cash Credit Balance. (See Bank Balances, GoMr. JA~lES (co1ztimted)vernment).
Railway Construction-Walhalla, 398; Woolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson, 1934; Cemeteries. (See Melbourne General Cemetery;
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill; St. Kilda
Reference to Standing Committee of Seven'
Cemet~ry, and Spring Vale Cemetery.)
Proposed Lines in globo, 3199; Bruthen,
Chairman of Committees, Election of-Motion
3 1 99.
by Mr. McBride for appointment of Mr.
Railway Freights, 841.
Craven, 184.; motion by Sir Alexander PeaRailways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
cock for appointment of Mr. G. H. Bennett,
2), 2994.
185; nomination declined by Mr. G. H.
Real Property Bill, 1069. 1313.
Bennett, 185; motion by Mr. J. W. Billson
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
for appointment of Mr. Wilkins, 185; Mr.
3002 .
Craven elected, 185.
State Schools-Buildings, 3°1; Charges to
Parents, 2473; Municipalities and Repairs,
CHAIR)IA~ OF CO)DIITTEES (Mr. A. W. Craven)2473·
.
Rulings and Statements ofStatistics Collection Bill, 554.
Bills-Amendments, 239, 29 2, 790, 791, 89 2,
Surplus Revenue Bill-Roads and Bridges,
893, 1137, 1407, 1561, 15 62 , 15 63, 1616, 16 51,
195; \Vorkmen's Homes, 228; State School
1661, 1967, 1968, 2015, 2016, 2019, 2025;
Buildings, 3°1; 'Wattle Planting, 3°4; For2164, 216 5, 2259, 226 7, 2395, 2397, 2747,
estry, 312; Walhalla Railway, 398; Mini2908, 2993; amendments creating a charge
mum \Vage, 537.
upon the public revenue, 439, 44 1, 442;
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2845, 2892, 2893.
amendments inconcsistent with a previous deTramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
cision of the Committee, 1607; new clauses,
21 77.
1065, 1244, 1245, 226/; omission of clauses,
Transfer of Police from Country Districts,
1273, 2730; amendmelits in Bills founded on
24 23.
Governor's message, 1471.
UnfencecC Selections, 415.
Budget Debate, 2315.
'Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
Close of the Session, 3335.
174 8, 1954, 2269, 23 8 5, 23 88 , 2390, 239 1, 26 34,
Debate-Irregular Discussion, 315, 316, 933,
26 39, 27 16 , 27 17, 2743, 29 87.
128 9, 12 90 , 1400, 1407, 1408, 1485, 1491,
16 59, 1960 , 202 5, 253 1, 25 8 7, 274 1, 2746 ,
Candidates' Deposits. (See Deposits of Parlia275 0 , 2i95, 2798, 2803; interjections, 3 18 ,
mentary Candidates).
391, 6~1, 820, 912, 2724; unparliamentary
expressIOns, 395, 6Il, 922 , 93 2, 1409, 1962,
CARLISLE, :Mr. J. J. (Benalla)
2654, 2806; reflections on honorable memAnthrax, 851.
bers, 407, 820, 821, 2349, 2352, 2750; imArtificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill,
puting motives to honorable members, 799,
17 2 4.
800, 925, 1548, 1549, 194 2, 1962 , 1968, 2176,
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1403.
2352;
reflections on the Government, 819;
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1531.
accepting honorable members' statements,
Justices of the Peace, 836.
916, 2164, 2804; latitude in discussion, 930,
Land Settlement, 2530.
12 9 2, 27 24, 2819; offensive expressions, 932,
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1712.
933, 934, 1409, 14 10 , 2016, 201 7, 2026, 2165,
Rabbit Extirpation, 2535.
2.354, 247 2, 24 82 , 27 61 , 2799, 2804; reflecRailway Construction-Goulburn Valley and
tIOns on the Chairman's decisions, 1292 ;
N orth·Eastern System, 3194; Reference to
accepting honorable member's denial, 1410,
Standing Committee of Seven Prol?osed
1486, .2799; addr~ssing the Chair, 1662;
Lines i,1 globo, 3194.
secOl1;ctl reading ,speeches in Committee,
Rai.lway Department-Grain Freights, 844, 846,'
1937, 1956 , 1961 , 1962 , 2356; quoting
2496; Gippsland Grain Rates, 141~; Excur~ansard report of current se:.>sion, 2285;
sion Fares to Country Shows, 1439; Closing
nght of member to speak from writing
Country \Vorkshops, 2813.
desk, :2348, 2357; points of order, 2353,
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2354, 27_40, 2758; motion to report pro2), 29 15, 2993, 3079·
gress cannot be discussed, 2355; reflections
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill', 455.
on decisions of the Committtee, 2750; right
Statistics Collection Bill, 552, 556.
of member in charge of Bill to occupy
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3075.
Minister's seat at the Table, 2757; newsStrathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
paper quotations, 3137.
3016 , 3° 23, 302 5, 302 7.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 193, 443.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers,
Supplementary Est~mates, 816, 817.
214; Minimum 'Yage, 546.
Timber Reserves, 2530.
'Yater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill, Chairmen of Committees-Appointment of Mr.
"Vatt to a~t as Chairman for the day, 84,
1847, 2261, 2592, 2638, 2641, 2649, 2650, 2655,
133; appomtment of Mr. G. H. Bennett:
26 59, 29 19, 293 6 , 2939·
:r..,Ir. Bowser, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Duffus, and
:l\·Ir.
Thomson to act as temporary Chairmen
Carrum Advances Bill-Governor's message
announced, 480.
brought down, and resolution for appropriation adopt~(l,r, 1303; Bill brought in by Sir Charitable Institutions-Statement by Mr. Fairbairn re duplication of charitable instituSamuel GIllott, and read first time, 13°4;
tions, 92; question by Mr. A. A. Billson
second reading moved by Sir Samuel Gillott,
re introduction of Bill providing for main1598; debated, 1599; Bill read second time,
tenance of charitable institutions, 1589; vote
16°3; considered in Committee, 16°3; amendfor charitable institutions discussed in Com,
ments on report, 1671; third reading, 16i2.
mittee of Supply, 2495.
Carrum Swamp. (See Lands Department.)
CAMERON,
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COLECHIN, Mr. W. H. (continuea)Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 667, 1373, 1495,
15 06 , 162 7, 1644, 1656, 1659, 1660, 1661, 1666,
16 73, 1678, 2783, 2877.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2161,
Acts Amendment Bill.)
216 5.
.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Daily Hansard, 87.
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Mackey and read
Days and Hours of Sitting, 780.
first time, 2787; Bill ruled by the Speaker
Despatch of Business, 157.
to be a private Bill, 2996; motion by Mr.
Election of Speaker, 9.
Mackey that Bill be treated as a public Bill
Electric Street Railways-Reference to Railagreed to, 2996; second reading moved by
ways Standing Committee, 3184.
Mr. Tv.tackey, 2996; debated, 2996; Bill
Executors Company's Act Further Amendread second time, 2997; considered in Comment Bill, 3 133, 3136, 3137.
mittee, 2997,; third reading, 2998; amendExtirpation of Vermin, 87.
ments by Legislative Council dealt with,
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3 2 95.
30 59; Chinese Factories, 3256, 3257.
Clerk, The, Illness of-Announcement by the
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1530.
Speaker, 27)7; motion by Mr. Bent that
Governor's Travelling Expenses, 87.
the Clerk Assistant perform the duties of
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 2024.
the Clerk during his absence agreed to,
Hopetoun Channel, 87.
277; statement by Mr. Bent, 2985; by Mr.
Importation of a Sand-Pumping Dredge, II26.
Prendergast, 2985; by Mr.
Mackinnon,
Income Tax, 87.
2985; by Mr. Beazley, 2986; by Mr. GaunIncome Tax Bill, 2906.
son, 2986.
Inebriates Bill, 1769, 1889.
Closer Settlement. (See Surplus Revenue Bill
Infectious Diseases Hospital, 87, 2190.
No. I.)
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill 1442.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 345, 1302. '
Closer Settlement Bill (No. I)-Brought in by
Justices of the Peace, 838.
Mr. Murray and read first time, 82; ruling
Labour Bureau, 814.
by the Speaker that Bill, not having been
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3290, 3293, 3318,
initiated by Governor's. message, is out of
33 23.
order, 154; Bill discharged from paper,
Lands Department-Crown Lands near the You
155·
'
Yan.gs, 215; Timber Reserves, 2531; AdminisCloser Settlement Bill (No. 2)-Governor's mestratIon, 2532.
'
sage brought down, 170; resolution for apLocal Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
propriation adopted, 216; Bill brought _ in
1738.
by Mr. Murray and read first time, 216;
Milk Supervision Bill, 3328.
second reading moved by Mr. Murray,
Municipal Elections (Adult Suffrage) Bill, 83'
267; debated by Mr. Prendergast, 481;
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1712,
Mr. Ewen Cameron (Glenelg), 499; Mr.
17 1 3,
Fairbairn, 508; Mr. J. Cameron, 5 13;
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3 143, 3144.
Mr. Keast, 515; Mr. Mackinnon, 564;
Personal Explanation, 239.
Mr. Thomson, 576;
Mr. Oman, 589;
Pe.titions from Railway Employes, 2710.
Mr. Robertson, 595, 614; Mr. Toutcher,
Pnvate Member'S' Business, 2661, 2686, 2824,
617; Mr. Hutchinson~ 628; Mr. Beard, 632;
3 11 4, 3266.
Mr. McKenzie, 635; Mr. Keogh, 664; Mr.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 125.
Colechin, 667; Mr. Levien, 671; Mr.
Proposedlournal of the Department of Labour,
McCutcheon, 678; Bill read second time,
479·
682; considered in Committee, 12 72, 1373,Public Library, National Museum, and Art
~A69, 1535, 1605, 1633, 1673; third reading,
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 152, 2524.
1688; amendments suggested by Legislative
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3269,
Council dealt with, 2781-7; Bill returned
32 72 •
from Legislative Council with amendments,
Railway Construction-"\Valhalla, 324, 403;
2864; amendments dealt with, 2866-82, 3062,
"\Voolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson,
3229; amendments recommended by the
1936; Reference to Standing Committee of
Governor dealt with, 3399; statement by Mr.
Seven Proposed Lines in globo, 3207; Cohuna
Thomson, 3340; by Mr. Murray, 3340:
to Gunbower, 3207.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation BillRailway Department-Coal Freights, 87; ReBrought in by Mr. Bent and read first time,
pairing Geelong to Ballarat Line, 479; Em1993; second reading moved by Mr.
ployes Pensions, 857; Closing Country WorkMcLeod, 2152; debated, 2152, 2158; Bill
shops, 2818; Treatment of Employes, 2818;
read second time, 2160; considered in ComCoal Contracts, 2819.
mittee, 2160, 2195; amendments on report,
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2414; third reading, 2415; amendment after
2), 2913, 2914, 2916, 2993, 3077.
third reading, 2415.
Railways Standing Committee, 87Cold Storage. (See Produce, Export of.)
Real Property Bill, 1305.
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No. I), 349.
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 2758, 2759.
COLECHIN, Mr. W. H. (Geelong)
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
Agricultural Societies and Politics, 2190, 2571.
2962 , 2999·
Appropriation Bill, 2944.
State School Curriculum, 2481.
Ballarat Water Commission Bill, 3062.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
Budget, 2347.
302 7.
Charities Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent and
read first time, 174~U Bill discharged from
paper, 2521.
Chinese Factories.
(See Factories and Shops
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Mr. W. H. (cont£1zued)Surplus Revenue Bill, 550; Roads and Bridges,
197; Flinders-street Railway Station, 206;
Eiectric Conveyers, 212, 419; Workmen's
Homes, 225; State School Buildings, 296;
Wattle Planting, 303; Bendigo Art Gallery,
314; 'Walhalla Railway, 324, 403; Portarlington Breakwater, 388'; Elwood Swamp,
433; Minimum Wage, 545.
Surplus Revenue Bill (NO.-2), 3153.
Technical Education, 2481.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2843, 2896,
28 98 .
The Age Newspaper, 125, 1898.
Totalizator Bill, 973.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
21 71.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2365.
'Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1822, 2260, 2271, 2645, 2646, 2647, 2656, 2716,
27 17, 273 0, 273 8 , 2740 , 2746 .
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill~
189 2 •
Wharfage Charges, 2818.
Writing Desks for Members, 860.

COLECHIN,

Collingwood and Whittlesea Railway Lines, Connexion Between. (See Surplus Revenue Bill
No. I.)
Committee of Public Accounts. (See Public Ac.
counts, Committee oj.)
Committee (Select)-Appointed-Re construction
of railway locomotives, 1927.
Committees (Permanent)-Appointed, 24, 82.
Commonwealth Government, relations of State
Government with. (See Stamps Acts Amendment Bill.)
Commonwealth Parliament-Statement by Mr.
'Vatt re seating accommodation in House of
Representatives for State members, 1706; by
Mr. Lemmon, 1706; by Mr. Ewen Cameron
(Glenelg), 1706.
Companies Act-Question by Mr. Lawson re introduction of a Bill to amend the Companies
Act, 945.
Conciliation and Arbitration Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Lemmon, and read first time, 83; discharged from paper, 3331.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. I)-Brought in
by Mr. Bent, and passed through all stages,
96 .
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Brought in
by Mr. Bent, and passed through all stages,
859·
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 3)-Brought in
by Mr. Bent, and passed through all stages,
1439·
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4)-Brought in
by Mr. Bent, and passed through all stages,
2II5·
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 5)-Brought in
by Mr. Bent, and passed through all stages,
25 2 5.
Consumptives, Accommodation for. (See Surplus
Revenue Bill No. I.)
Conveyancing Bill. (See Real Property Bill.)
Council of Legal Education. (See Legal Pract£tioners Reciprocity Acts.)
County Court Bench-Question by Mr. 'Warde re
filling vacancy caused by death of Judge
Hamilton, 1669; by Mr. Mackinnon, 2491.

Mr. A. W. (Benambra)
Election as Chairman of Committees, 185.
Registration of Brands Bill, 2460.
(See Speaker, Deputy; also Clzairman oj
Committees.)

CRAVEN,

Credit Foncier Extension Bill-Brought· in by
Mr. Hannah, and read first time, 83; discharged from paper, 3331.
Crown Prosecutors-Question by Mr. Gaunson re
allowing Crown Prosecutors to engage in
private practice, 829; statement by Mr. Gaunson, 2490.
Mr. JOHN (Gunbower)
Butter Export Industry-Mr. Taverner's report,
15 8 7.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation Bill,
2005, 2008, 2066.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3290,3294, 3297.
Secretary for Lands, 2527.
vVaranga Basin Main Channel, 290.
vVater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1434, 1839, 2601, 2648, 2655, 26 56 , 27 13, 27 18 ,
2747·

CULLE:s',

Cyanide Patent.

(See Mines Department.)

Dairying Companies Act 1900 Further Amendment Bill-Brought ,in by Mr. Duffus, and
read first time, 1442; Bill ruled by Deputy
Speaker to be a private Bill, 1734; motion by
Mr. Duffus that Bill be treated as a public
Bill, li34; debated, 1734-5; agreed to, 1735;
second reading of Bill moved by Mr. Duffus,
1735; Bill read second time, 1735; considered
in Committee, 1735; third reading, 1736.
Dairying, Instruction in. (See Public Instruction.)
Dartmoor and Mumbannar, Railway Communication with-Motion by Mr. Bent to refer to
Railways Standing Committee the question of
railway communication with certain districts,
including Dartmoor, Mumbannar, and towards Mount Gambier, 3184; debated, 3187;
agreed to, 3214.
Days of Sitting. (See Sessional Arrangements.)
Deaf and Dumb Children-Question by Mr.
McCutcheon re introduction of Bill relating
to education of deaf and dumb children,
15 88 .
Debts Recovery (Married Persons) Bill-Brought
in by ;Mr. Bowser, and read fust time, 83;
Bill discharged from paper, 2027.
Deposits of ParJiamentary Candidates-State·
ment by Mr. Mackinnon in Committee of
Supply re return of deposits forfeited by
candidates for the representation of thl!
Railways and Public Services, 1437; b'y Mr.
Bent, 1438.
Desks for Members.
(See Parliamwt H ottse,
Exhibition Buildings.)
Destitute and Aged Persons, Relief of. (See
Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
Disturbances at Election Meetings. (See E?eclion Meetings, Disturbances at.)
Division List, Correction of,' 1848.
Divisions-In the House-On Mr. Fairbairn's
motion for the election o:f Mr. Frank
Madden as Speaker, 19; on Mr. Bent's motion for second reading of Surplus Revenue
Bill, 184; on Mr. McBride's motion for ap.pointment of Mr. Craven as Chairman of
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Divisions-In the House-(continued)Divisions-In Committee-(continued)
Committees, 185; on Mr. Toutcher's new
H. S. Bennett's amendment in clause
clause re minimum wage in Surplus Revenue
46 of same Bill, 1132; on Mr. Smith's
Bill (No. I), 548; on Mr. Solly's motion for
amendment In same clause, 1135; on
production of papers in the case of G.
Mr. Anstey's amendment in clause 53
Brown, late locomotive foreman, 948; on
of same Bill, 1138; on Mr. McLeod's
Mr. Duffus' motion for second reading of,
amendments in clause 23 of same Bill, 1204,
Totalizator BiP, 987; on Mr. Sangster's
1207; on Mr. Lawso'n's proposed new clause
motion for adjournment of the House to
in same Bill, 1229; on Mr. Mackinnon's prodiscuss action of Government in importing
posed new clause in same Bill, 1244; on Mr.
a sand-pumping dredge, II28; on Mr.
Prendergast's amendment in clause 4 of
Bailes' amendment in clause 13 of Mines
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1404; on Mr.
Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1345; on Mr.
Toutcher's amendment in same clause, 1409;
Bailes' amendment in clause 55 of same
on lvIr. J. "V. Billson's amendment in same
Bill, 1355; on Mr. Lawson's proposed new
clause, 1410; on Mr. Prendergast's new
clause in same Bill, 1359; on Mr. Smith's
clause in Foxes Destruction Bill, 1532; on
proposed new clause in same Bill, 1360; on
Mr. Prendergast's amendment in clause 2:1
Mr. Bent's motion for the adjournment of
of Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1561; on
the debate on Mr. Gaunson's motion that
clause ;22' pf same Bill, 1609; on Mr.
all Government appointments be filled only
Robertson's amendment in clause 23 of same
by residents of this State, 1468; on Mr.
Bill, 1614; on Mr. Thomson's amendments in
Bent's motion for the adjournment of
clause 41 of same Bill, 1630, 1636, 1645; on
the debate on Mr. McGreg~r's motion for
clause 47 of same Bill, 1665; on Mr. Mackinsecond reading of Local Government Act
non's proposed new clause in same Bill,
1903 Amendment Bill, 1748; on Mr.
1686; on Mr. "Varde's proposed new clause
Bromley's motion in favour of opening the
in Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
Public Library, Museum, and Art Galleries
2200; on Mr. "Vatt's amendment in clause 2
on Sunday afternoons, 1760; on Mr. Bent's
of Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2365; on Mr.
motion to refer to the Railways Standing
Beazley's amendment in same clause, 2366;
Committee the question of railway extension
on Mr. Cullen's proposed new clause in
to "Voolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patter"Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
son, 1936; on Mr. Mackey's motion for
Bill, 2716; on clause 56A of same Bill, 2749;
second reading of Evidence Law Amendment
on Mr. Mackinnon's amendment in .clause 2
Bill (No.2), 2000; on the Legislative Counof Income Tax Bill, 2906; on Mr. Gray's
cil's amendment 1n clause 14 of Mines Acts
amendment in clause 259 of Viater Acts ConFurther Amendment Bill, 2,100; on Mr.
solidation and Amendment Bill, 2q42; on
Bailes' amendment on the Legislative CounMr. Sangster's amendment in clause 12 of
cil's amendment in clause 18 of same Bill,
Railwavs Laws Further Amendment Bill
2402; on the Legislative Council's amend(No.2)", 2994.
ment, omitting clause 65 of same Bill, 24 14;
on the amendments suggested by the Legis- Dock Accommodation-Statement by Mr. Lemmon re dock accommodation at "Villiamslative Council in clause 7 of Closer Settletown, 93.
ment Bill (No.2), 2786; on Mr. McGregor's
amendment on Mr. Bent's motion for second
reading of St. Kilda and Brighton Electric
Tramway Bill, 3011; on Mr. Bent's motion DO'WNWARD, Mr. ALFRED (l11ornington)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1294, 1407,
to refer certain proposed railway lines to
147 6 , 16 36 , 16 45, 16 73.
Railways Standing Committee, 3214; on ~r.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BillMurray'S motion fori not insisting on disChinese Factories, 3263.
agreeing with amendment of Legislative
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1526.
Council to insert new clause B in Closer
Inebriates Bill, 1890.
Settlement Bill (No.2), 3231.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 1302.
Divisions-In Committee-On clause 2 of Tied
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3295, 3296.
Houses Abolition Bill, 245; on clause 3 of
Licences Renewal Bill, 2527.
same Bill, 249; on schedule of Surplus ReLicensing Bill, 1875.
venue Bill (No. I) (Collingwood and WhittleMunicipal Elections, lI07.
sea railway lines), 387; on same schedule
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1713'
("Valhalla railway), 407; on Mr. PrenderPersonal Explanation, 170.
gast's amendment in same schedule (Elwood
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Swamp), 434; on Mr. Lawson's amendment
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 153, 1755.
in clause 12 of Mines Acts Further AmendRailway Construction-W'oolamai, San Remo,
ment Bill, 789; on Mr. Bailes' amendment
and Cape Patterson, 1930.
in clause IS of same Bill, 791; on Mr.
Railway Department-Newcastle Coal SupAnstey's amendment in same clause, 800; on
plies, 2055.
sub-clause (2) of clause 14 in same Bill, 935;
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
on Mr. Bailes' amendment in sub-clause (4)
2), 2994.
of same clause, 937; on Mr. Anstey's amendState Schools in Country Districts, 2481.
ment in same sub-clause, 938; on Mr. AnSurplus
Revenue Bill, 177.
stey's proposed new sub-clause in clause
Totalizator Bill, 964.
14 of same Bill, 1032; on Mr. McGrath's
amendment in clause 17 of same Bill, 1040;
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
on Mr. Bailes' amendment in clause 18 of
182 4, 1949·
same Bill, 1043; on Mr. Bailes' amendment in
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
clause 41 of same Bill, 1047; on Mr.
1892 •
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Dredge, Importation of-Question by Mr.
S-angster re importation of a sand-pumping
dredge, 1102: statement by Mr. Sangster
(on motion for adjournment of the House)
re "the importation of a sand-pumping
dredge, after definite promises had been
made by two Premiers that the dredge
would be constructed in the State," 1109;
subject discussed, III3-28; question by Mr.
Sangster, 3156.
Mr. J. F. (Port Fairy)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1481, 1627,
1643,
Dairying
Companies
Act
1900
Further
Amendment Bill, 1442, 1734, 1735, 1736.
Government Spaying Expert, 2554.
Importation of Stud Stock, 2554.
Licensing Bill, 3277.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1740 •
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine
Act Amendment Bill, 1234.
Real Property Bill, 1307, 1312.
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 2488.
Statement as Acting Chairman-Amendments,
17 1 7.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3075.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Minimum 'Vage, 548.
Totalizator Dill, 83, 952.
University Bill, 2219, 2221, 2224, 2226.

DUFFUS,

Dunolly Land Reserve Revocation Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Murray, and read first time, 1808;
second reading moved by :Mr. Murray, 1893;
Bill read second time, 1894; third reading,
1894.
Duty Stamps-Question by Mr. Lawson re sale
of duty stamps, 133.
Education Department. (See Public Instruction.)
Eight Hours' Anniversary Celebration Committee
-Motion by Mr. Boyd, for appointment of
Select Committee" to inquire into and report
upon the collection and distribution of the
funds received by the Eight Hours' Anniversary Celebration Committee for the
years H)OO to lC)04 inclusive in connexion
with their Art Union," 138; debated, 141;
withdrawn, 148.
Election Meetings, Disturbances at-Statement
by Mr. Prendergast, 279; by Mr. McGregor,
27C); by Mr. J. Cameron, 280.
Elections
and
Qualifications
CommitteeSpeaker's warrant laid on table, 66.
Elective Ministries-Statement by Mr. Watt re
notice of motion with reference to the establishment of an Elective Executive, Q46.
Electoral Registrars-Statement by Mr. Outtrim
re payment of Electoral Registrars, 2420.
Electric Street Railways-Motion by Mr. Bent,
to refer to the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Railways, for consideration
and report-( I.) The question of constructing an electric street rail"way along or close
to the eastern foreshore of Hobson's Bav to
St. Kilda, and towards Elwood; (2.) 'The
question of securing to the suburban railways,
by the construction of electric street rail·
ways, traffic from metropolitan areas which
are inconveniently situated to the existing
railways, 3179; debated, 3180; agreed to,
3 184.
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Mr. G. A. (Albert Park)Case of Mr. Horace Perkins, 3178.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1627, 1639.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2197.
Daylesford Mines, 477.
Election of Speaker, 6.
Factories Act and Railway vVorkmen, 2420.
Importation of a Sand-pumping Dredge, I I 13.
Middle Park Police Protection, 2422.
Parliament Buildings-Exclusion of Strangers,
1340 .
Railway Employes' Pensions, 852, 853.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3084.
Re-employment of Railway Strikers, 2820.
Residence Areas at Berringa, 3086.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3009.
St. Kilda Cemetery, 2582.
Supply of Hansard to Members, 602.
Surplus Revenue Bi.ll-Flinders-street Railway
Station, 204.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3156.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2845.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
21 76.
Vvater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1808, 2397, 2603, 2605, 2606, 2658,
26 59.
Elwood Swamp.
(See Surplus Revenue Bill,
No. I).
Estimates-Estimates of expenditure for J ul y and
August, 1904, brought down, 84; Supplementary Estimates of Expenditure for 1903-4
brought down, 810; Estimates of Expenditure
for September, 1904, brought down, 1435;
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure for
1904-5 brought down, 2092; additional Estimates of Expenditure for 1904-5 brought
down, 2414.
Eureka Stockade-Question by Mr. H. S. Bennett, re granting railway passes to surviving
participants in the E'.lreka Stockade to attend
celebration in Ballarat, 2986.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No. I)-Brought
in by Mr. Mackey, and read first time,
I019; Bill discharged from pnyer, 1701.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No. 2)-Brought
in by Mr. Mackey and read first time, 1702;
second reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 1993;
debated, 1994; negatived, 2000.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Mackey, and read
first time, 2787; Bi1l ruled by the Speaker
to be a private Bin, 3131; motion by Mr.
Mackey that Bill be treated as a public
Bill, 3131; debated, 3111; agreed to, 3135;
second
reading of
Bill rilOved by Mr.
Mackey, 3135; debated, 3135; Bill read
second time, 3136; considered in Committee,
3136; ·thira reading, 3214.
Exhibition Bu71ciing-Vote for Exhibition Building discussed in Committee of Supply, 2430.
Export Trade. (See Produce, Export of.)
Extradition of Criminals. (See Justice, Administration of.)

ELMSLIE,

Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill
-Brought in by Sir Samuel Gillott, a~1cl read
first time, 2866: second reading moved by
Sir Samuel Gil1ott, 3045; debated, J046-;
Bill read second time, 3048; considered in
Committee, 3048; third reading moved by
Sir Samuel Gillott, 3048; debated, 3048;
agreed to, 3049; amendment recommended
by the Governor dealt with, 3339.
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Factories and Shops Acts-Question by Mr. FAIRBAIRN, Mr. GEORGE (continued)Lemmon re creation of wages boards for
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers,
certain trades, 65; re determination of wages
2II, 420; Railway Rolling-stock, 261; Melboard for tee artificial manure trade, 1271;
bourne City Lock-up, 380.
statement by Mr. Prendergast re payment
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2844.
for overtime in dressmaking trade, 1895; by
Totalizator Bill, 971.
Sir Samuel Gillott, 1897; question by Mr.
University Bill, 2224.
Lemmon re consolidation and permanent
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
enactment of factory legislation, 2138; state193 8 , 1942, 2054, 2259, 2260, 2284, 2386,
ment by Mr. Elmslie in Committee of Supply
23 89, 239 6 , 2634, 2719, 27 20 .
re application of factory legislation to Railway Department, 2420; by Sir Samuel Gillott, 2431; question by Mr. Lemmon re basis Fink, the Honorable Theodore. (See University
of determining apyeals as to wages in the
oj Melbourne Commission.)
Court of Industrial Appeals, 2426; by Mr. Forests.
(See State Forests.)
H. S. Bennett re extension of determina- Forrest to Barramunga Railway Extension-Retion of ironmoulders wages board to portion
port of Parliamentary Standing Committee
of the Shire of Braybrook, so as to include
on Railways brought up, 2055.
McKay and Co.'s implement factory, 2778.
Foxes Destruction Bill-Brought in by Mr. MurFactories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill
ray and read first time, 603; second reading
(Chinese factories)-Brought in by Mr. Bent
moved by Mr. Mur;ay, 1524; debat;d, 152S;
(for Sir Samuel Gillott), and read first time,
Bill read second tllne, 1530; conSIdered 11l
2315; motion by Sir Samuel Gillott in ComCommittee, 1530; thira reading, 1532.
mittee of the whole, fixing licence-fees Frankston and Langwarrin Land Reserve Rech::trgeable under the Bill, 3049; debated,
vocation Bill-Brought in by Mr. Murray,
3049; agreed to, 3049; second reading of
and read first time, 1808; second reading
Bill moved by Sir Samuel Gillott, 3049;
moved by Mr. Murray, 1894; Bill read second
debated, 30SO; Bill H:ad second tin:e, 3051;
time, 1894; third readIng, 189..4.
considered in Committee, 3051; thIrd reading, 3059; statement by Mr. McCutcheon
(on motion for adjournment of the House), GAUNSON, Mr. DAVID (Representative 'oj Public
re nature of information sue,plied to Chief
Officers)
Secretary with reference to effect of Bill,
Administration of Justice-Case of Harold P.
3255; subject discussed, 3256-65.
Petersen, 2191; Case of J ames Peters, 2428;
Treatment of Prisoners on Trial, 2430.
FAIRBAIRN, Mr. GEORGE (Toorak)
Agent-General, 821.
Agent-General, 826.
Alexandra Park Bill, 1773, 1775.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 357.
Appropriation Bill, 2945.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill,
Budget, 2342, 2348, 2349, 2354·
17 2 5'
Butter Commission, 2353.
Budget, 2345.
Case of Mr. A. G. Berry, 1077, 2685, 2701.
Charitable Institutions, C)2.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 681, 1399,
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), .508, 1291, 1292,
140 7, 14 10 , 27 8 5, 27 86 , 28 70 , 28 73, 28 76,
1477, 1485, 1486 , 1490, 1494, 1540, 1612, 1621,
28 79, 323°·
162 3, 16 73, 1675, 2784, 2867, 2875, 2878, 2880,
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
3064, 323.0.
21 54, 2161, 2163, 2165, 2199, 2415.
Coal and Ffrewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2155,
Crown
Prosecutors, 829, 2490.
21 99.
Daily Hansard, 85.
Election of Speaker, 4.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 520, 779.
Evidence Law Amendment Dill (No.2), T()()6.
Debate-Reflections on Legislative Council,
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
623; debate on question that leave be asked
Bill, 3 13 2, JI.14.
for Committee to sit again, 2355; offensive
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
expressions, 2472, 2482, 276'1; when no sub30 52, 3°57; Chinese Factories, 3261, 3262.
ject before the Chair, 2883; addressing the
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1529.
Chair, 2887; private member speaking from
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill, 1441,
the Table, 2897, 3129.
1596 .
Education Department-State School CurricuJustices of the Peace, 834.
Lands Department - Administration, 2531 ;
lum, 2466, 2476, 2479; Teachers' Salaries,
2477; Parliamentary Committee on Educaoffice accommodation, 2531.
Licensing Bill,. 1873, 3222.
tion, 2477; Director of Education, 2478;
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments Bill,
Teachers' Travelling Expenses, 2479; Endowment of Education System, 2480; Pay2S61.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3125.
ment by Results, 2486; Cookery Classes,
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1201.
2490.
Municipalities and State School Repairs, 2467.
Eight Hours' Anniversary Celebration ComPersonal Explanation, 2054.
mittee, 147.
Ports and Harbors, 92.
Election of Speaker, 8, 1 r.
Railway Department - Management,
2672;
Evidence Law Amendment Rill (No.2), 1997.
Sales of Stores, 26'72; Case of Mr. Love,
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
26 72 •
Bill, 3132, 3135, 3136, 3137, 3214.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
Export of Produce, 2570.
2), 2913, 2915.
Factories and Shops .Acts Amendment BillReal Property Bill, 1059.
Chinese Factories,. 3256, 3259.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3043.
Government Advertisements, 85, 94.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

(31)

GAUNSON, Mr. DAVID (continued)Mr. DAVID (conti,zued)Real Property Bill, 1057, 1062, 1063, 1065, 1066,
Governm,ent Appointments in Victoria-Re1067, 1068, 1069, ,1°71, 1072, 10 73, 1°74,
striction to Local Residents, 946, 1445, 1464,
1075, 1076, 13°5, 1306, 13°7, 1310, 1313,
1465, 1467, 1468 .
13 14, 13Q3·
Government Labour Bureau, 1705.
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 2758.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
Bill, 2006.
29 61 , 3013, 3014·
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
State School Teachers Bill, 1993, 2207, 2209.
2013, ;!O15, 2019, 2025, 2026.
Statistics Collection Bill, 553, 555·
Illness of Officers of Parliament, 2986.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3°72.
Income Tax Bill, 2861, 2905, 2908.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 176, 23 1, 44 1, 443;
Inebriates Bill, 1765, 1766, 1769.
Roads and Bridges, 194; Mining DevelopInspector-General of Lunatic Asylums, 24, 96,
ment and Boring, 203; Flinders-street Rail13 1 , 24 2 7.
way Station, 208; Electric Conveyers, 214;
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 1302, 1303.
'Vorkmen's Homes, 232; Railway RollingJustices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3140,
stock, 233, 266; Elwood Swamp, 432; Sun3 141, 3 142, 3 21 5, 3216 .
bury Waterworks, 435; :Minimum Wage, 534·
Justices of the Peace, 832, 836, 838.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3151.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3294, 3297.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2889.
Licences Renewal Bill, 1696.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 241, 242, 246, 249.
Licensing Bill, 3222 , 3274.
Totalizator Bill, 968, 969, 980, 982.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
(No·3), 1076.
2172, 21 76.
Maffra Beet Sugar Factory, 2570.
Transfer of Land Bill, 1691.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3299.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2355, 2357.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 783, 786,
University Bill, 2220, 2222, 2225.
78 7, 788 , 790, 79 2, 794, 79 6, 79 8 , 810, 925,
Victorian Parliamentary Debates, 2416.
9 2 7, 930 , 93 2, 93 8, 102 9, 1°34, 1037, 104 1,
'Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
10 43, 1045, 1048 , 10 5 1, II3 2, II36 , II39,
Bill, 1944, 1957, 1961 , 1962 , 1965, 1967,
12 44, 2408 , 24°9·
2259, 2268, 2281, 2285, 2286, 2385, 2386,
Ministers' Travelling Expenses, 2497, 2498.
2387, 23 88 , 239 1, 2395, 2640 , 2648, 26 54,
Municipal Advances for Homesteads Bill, 25 6 1.
26 56 , 26 57, 26 59, 2660, 27 23, 27 2 7, 2741,
Penal F.sta.blishments and Gaols-\Varders,
274 2, 2743, 2745, 2746 , 2747·
24 27; Pnson Reform, 2428; Governor of
Wild Dogs Act 1901 Revival and ContinuPentriclge, 2429; Sale of Melbourne Gaol,
ance Bill, 1077.
24 2 9.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 27 09.
Po~ice-Efficiency of the Force, 682; ProtecGeelong, Port of--Statement' by Mr. Colechin
tion of Property, 945; Burglaries, II06;
re improvement of Hopetoun Channel, 87;
Case of ex-Senior Constable Jones, 1106 ;
by Mr. Bent, 96; statements re shipping acChief Commissioner, 2421; Cost of Extraditcommodation at Geelon[, by Mr. Levien,
ing Burglars, 2423; Residence in Police
2855; by Mr. Hutchinson, 2855; by Mr.
Barracks, 2423; Sunday 'Vork, 2424.
Bent, 2856.
Police Regulation Act Amendment Bill, 243 1, Gellibrancl River, Snagging of.
(See Beech
2
8
3 9 .
Forest, Loading Lands in.)
Private Members' Business, 138, 2151, 2660,
2741.
Privilege-The Age newspaper, 120, 128, 129, GILLOTT, Sir SUWEL, Chief Secretary and Min13 1, 17 0 .
ister of Labour (East Melbourne)
Public Library, National Museum, and Art GalAdministration of Justice-Case of William
ler!es-Open on Sundays, 152.
O'Brien, 328; Mr. H. Lonsdale Thompson,
PublIc Officers Retirement Bill, 1700.
J.P., 1412; Prisoners appearing in Court
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 946,
in Prison Garb, 2429, 2522; Imprisonment
21 57, 2759, 2760, 3268, 3 271, 3272.
of Lascar Seamen, 2627.
Public Service Fees Bill, 3298.
Butter Commission, 370~ 37 1, 1749·
Railway Construction-vVoolamai, San Remo,
Carrum Advances Bill, 1303, 1304, 1598, 1604,
and Cape Patterson, 1935; Richardson Val1605, 16jI, 1672.
ley, 2465; 'Valhalla, 2792; Reference to
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Railways Standing Committee of Seven
Bill, 3295.
Proposed Lines in globo, 3203.
Closer Settlement Blll (No.2), 2877, 2878.
Railway Department-Retirement of Officers
Coroner's Jurors' Fees, 2495·
Under Sixty, 951, 952; Re-employment of
Country Free Libraries, 776, 1708.
Strikers, 2792; Management, 2792; FortFactories Acts-Special Boards, 66; Artificial
nightly Payment of Employes, 2793; Closing
Manure Trade, 1271; Overtime in Dressmaking Trade, 18g7; Consolidation and
Country 'Workshops, 2793; Pension and ComAmendment of Existing Acts, 2138; Railway
pensation Rights, 2794, 2796; Case of Mr.
Workmen, 2431; Decision of Court of InLove, 2796; Coal Contracts, 2797; Carriage
dustrial Appeals, 2626; Ironmoulders 'Wages
of Road Metal to Gippsland, 2856.
Railway Freights, 841.
Board, 2778.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3083, 3084.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
Bill, 2866, 3045, 30 48, 3339.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
2), 2910, 29I1, 29 12 , :2913, 2916.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amend3049, 30 5 1, 3°53, 30 54, 30 55, 3056 , 30 58,
ment Bill, 444.
3059; Chinese Factories, 3258.
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. GILLOTT, Sir SAMUEL (continued)Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 1453·
Government Labour Bureau, 4 15.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 201 5,
2022.
Inebriates Bill, 1342, 1763, 17 66 , 17 6 7, 17 68 ,
1771, 1888, 1889, 1891, 3 130 .
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill,
.
1596.
Juries Acts Amendment Bdl, 346 , 34~.
Justices Act Further Amendment BIll, 602,
1761, 3138, 3140, 3141, 3215, 3216, 3 21 7,
3218, 3219, 3220 , 333 1, 333 2, 3340 .
Licences Renewal Bill, 1373, 16 94, 1697, 25 25,
2~26.

Licensing Bill, 1872, 1874, 1876, 18 77, 18 78 ,
.
2I43, 21 51.
Lunatic Asylums-Appomtment of Inspector1
General, 13 , 1453·
Penal Establishments and Gaols-Governor of
Pentridge, 24 29.
Police-Alleged Dissatisfaction in the Fo~ce,
6::.; Protection of Property, q45; Burglanes,
1 i06' Case of ex-Senior
Constable Jones,
1106; Chief Commissioner. 2421; Additional
Constable at Middle Park, 2422; Cost of
Extradition of Burglars, 24 22 .
}'roposed Journal of the Department of
Labour, 479.
Real Property Bill, 1°59, l,w6.
Retirement of Railway Officers under Sixty,
949·
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 4S3·
Statistics Collection Bill, 37 2, 55 1, 55 2, 554,
5~S, 5S 6, 557, 13°1.
.
:.Jurplus Revenue Bill, 181; ConsumptIves Sanatorium, 385.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 28 50 .
. ). ied Houses Abolition Bill, 239, 246, 173!.
University of Melbourne Royal Commission,
372; Mr. Fink, ~73·
'Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
26 4 2 •
Gippsland Railway and the Great Southern Line
-Report of Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways re connecting main
Gippsland Railway and the Great Southern
line by means of a railway starting near
Traralgon, brought up, 137 2.
Glucose, Tanner's-Question by Mr. Prendergast re alleged use of tanner's glucose in
jam and confectionery trade, 2459·
Gouiburn Levees-Question by Mr. McKenzie re
flooding of bnd at Echuca through completion of Goulburn levees, 326.
Government Analvtical Chemist.
(See Analytical Chemist, Government.)
Governme11t ApP?intments.
(See Appointments,
Government. )
Governmellt Gazette. (See Advertising.)
Government Printing Office-Question by Mr.
McCutcheon re printing for Railway Department, and establishment of special printing
office at Railway Department, 2251; statement by' Mr. McCutcheon, 2675.
Government Statist-Vote for Government Statist discussed in Committee of Supply, 2420.
(See also Victorian Year-Book.)
Governor, His Excellency the (Sir Reginald
Arthur James Talbot, K.C.B.)-Motion by
:Mr. Bent for adoption of address of welcome
to His Excellency~ agreed to, 25; motion by
J

Governor, His Excellency the (continued)Mr. Gray for adoption of address in reply
to His Excellency'S speech on opening the
session, 25; seconded by Mr. McKenzie, 29;
debated by Mr. Prendergast, 66; address
adopted, 82; His Excellency'S reply, 170;
statement by Mr. Colechin re allowance for
travelling expenses of Governor, 87; by Mr.
Hannah, 94; by Mr. Bent, 96.
Governor, State, Appointment of-Motion by Mr.
Toutcher for presentation to the King of an
humble address, "praying that, on the termination of the present Governor's term of
office, the question of the necessity of appointment of future State Governors for
Victoria be taken into consideration," .149;
debated, 3.S2; motion amended to read as
follows :-" That an humble address be pre·
sented to His Majesty the King, praying
that, on the termination of the present Governor's term of office, His Majesty may be
graciously pleased, in appointing another reo
presentative, to take into consideration the
altered circumstances of this State which
result from Federation," 370; motion, as
amended, agreed to, 370; statement by Mr.
Toutcher re bringing matter before a Conference of State Premiers, 947; by Mr. Bent,
9A7.
GRAHA~f,

Mr. GEORGE (Goulburn Valley)
Adulteration of Chaff Bill, 83.
Carrum Advances Bill, 16o!.
Cold Stora~e and Export of Frozen Produce,
947·
Cost of Extradition of Burglars, 2422, 2423.
Country Train Service, 1436.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1526.
Governor of Pentridge, 2429 .
Importation of a Sand-pumping Dredge, 1126.
Legal Practitioners
Reciprocity Act 1903
Amendment Bill (No. I), 251.
Licensing Bill, 1874.
Miner; Acts Further Amendment Bill. 1212.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1715.
Petitiol1S from Railway Employes, 2709.
Prison Reform, 2427.
Railway Freights-Allowance for Carriage of
Grain, 840'
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2913, 2915, 2916, 2917.
Shepparton Race·course Site Sale Billl 3029.
State Schools-Payments by Parents, 1871.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3°70.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
3°24, :~028.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers, 212,
410; State School Build~ngs, 295; Wattle
Planting, .~04; l\-linimum VVage, 532.
'Yater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1435, 18 45, 1944, 1945, 239 1, 2593·

Grain Bags, Size of.
(See Rail-way Department-Grain Freights; also Railways Laws
Further A mendment Bill No. 2.)
GRAY, Mr. JOHN (Swan Hill)
Alexandra Park Bill, 1774.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2067.
Auctioneers' Licences, 839'
Butter Commission Expenses, 1469, 2194, 2490.
Case of James Peters, 2428.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1272, 1403,
1481, 1650, 1686.

T.EGTSLA TIVR ASSE)1BLY.

GRAY, Mr. JOHN (continued)Governor's Speech, 25.
'
Imprisonment of Offenders in Country Lockups, 2428.
Inebriates Bill, 1889'
Land Acts Amendment ,Bill, 33 15, 3318.
Private Members' Business~ 1895.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1757.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2916.
Real Property Bill, 1313.
Shires Reclassification Bill, 2685.
Snagging the Murray, 2537.
Statistics Collection Bill, 55 2, 556.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Inglewood Main Drain,
2233; Charlton \Veir, 295; Consumptives
Sanatorium, 383.
SUfj~lus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3156.
Thistle Act, 2143.
Treasury Cash Credit Balance, 1272.
University Bill, 2225.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
IQ55, 2387, 2391, 2383, 2600, 2606, 2628,
2629, 2631, 2647, 2660, 2714, 2718, 2721,
27 25, 2746, '29 21 , 29 24, 294 2 .
Greater Melbourne Commission-Que,>tion by Mr.
Mackinnon re report of Commission, 1588.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation BillBrought in by Mr. Murray, and read first
time, 1871; second reading moved by Mr.
Bent, 2003 j deb~ted, 2004; Bill read secon(l
time, 2011; considered in Committee, 2011,
2064;; third reading moved by Mr. Murray, 2064; debated, 2065; agreed to, 2067.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Bromley, and read first
time, 83; second reading moved by Mr.
Bromley, 2012; Bill read second time, 2012;
considered in Committee, 2012-27; discharged
from paper, 3331.
HANNAH, Mr. MARTIN (Representative oj Railways 0 fficas)
,
Agricultural Education, 2574.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 365.
Appropriation Bill, 2945.
Closer ~ettlement Bill (No.2), 1284, 1290,
1498, 1638 .
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2155.
Cookery Cla'>ses, 2466.
Credit Foncier Extension Bill, 83.
Daily Hansard, 86.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 780.
Election of Speaker, 6.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No. 2), 1~99'
Export of Produce, 2574.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BillChinese Factories, 3263.
Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 1736.
Governor's Travelling Expenses, 94.
Importation of a Sand-pumping Dredge, 1123,
112 4.
Infectious Diseases Hospital Maintenance Bill,
3 282 .
Maffra Beet Sugar Factory, 94, 2569.
Maps and Pamphlets about Crown LJ.nd,>,
1339·
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments",15 23, 1871, 2577.
SES. 1904.-0.
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HANNAH, Mr. MARTIN (continuec~:-Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2413.
Mr. Marsden's Statements about Day Labour,
1339, 1340 .
Municipal Elections, 1107.
Parliamentary Visit to Newport Workshops,
4 1 4.
Pers9n~1 Explanation-The Age Newspaper
Reports, 1631.
Private Members' Business, 1807, 3266.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1752.
Railway Department-Case of "Mr. CherrY"94;
Discharge of Casual Employes, Q4, 156;.
Eight Hours Principle, 94, 2674; Dismissed
Strikers, 94; Hours of Engine-drivers and
Signalmen, 168, 2673; ,Flinders-street StatiO~1, 205, 1749; Pay of Permanent-way Repaners, 414, 8I1, 2675, 2822; Employes'
Pensions, 856; Sanday \Vork, 1271; Subsidy for Carriage of Coal, 1438; Treatment
of Employes, 2055, 2.672; Fortnightly Payments, 26iJ; Management, 2674; Prolllotions,
26 75.
Rathdown-street Public Garden, 2534.
Real Property Hi 11, 1060.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3001.
Scaffolding amI Lifts Inspection Bill, 83, 3299.
S,eparate Representation Repeal Bill, 83, 3283.
Shepparton H,ace-course Site Sale Bill, 3029,
30 4 2 .
State School Curriculum, 2483.
State Schools in Country Districts, 2483.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 408, 442; Flindersstreet Railway Station, 205; "Workmen's
Homes, 227; Railway Rolling-stock, 260,
294; State School Buildings, 302; Forestry,
;112; \Valhalla Railway, 318, 401; Melbounle
City Lock-up, 380; State Brickworks, 428~
436, 440; Minimum \Vage, 525.
Tobacconists Bill, 201 I.
Totalizator Bill, 985.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill>
21 71.
Tungamah Race-course Site Sale Bill, 1761.
Unemployed, 520.

Hansard-Statement by Mr. Gaunson in Committee of Supply re publication of a daily
Hansard, 85; by Mr. Colechin, 87; by Sir
Alexander Peacock, 89; by Mr. Bent, 96;'
statement by Mr. Toutcher re inadequate supply to members of copies of Hansard, 88;
question by Mr. Elmslie, 602; further statement by Mr. Toutcher, 81I; vote for Victorian Parliamentary Deba!,·s discussed in
Committee of Supply, 2416. (See also Privilege.)
HARRIS, Mr. ALBEln" (Walhalla)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1881.
Alleged Block in Land Settlement, 709, 710.
Boring for Gold and Coal, 1871.
Classification of Mortgaged Selections, :.!91.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2159.
Government Dairy Farms, 1806.
Land Acts Amendment Bill,' 890, 3324.
Leather Export Trade, 1807.
New Zealand Education System, 1708.
Noojee and Fumina-Roads, 290; Lands, 890,
15 22 , 17 0 9.
Shires Reclassification Bill, 1871.
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Mr. ALBERT (continued)Soil Surveys, 708.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 184; Walhalla Railway, 184, 319, 124, 405, 407; State School
Buildings, 301; Wattle Planting, 3°5; Minimum Wage, 547.

HARRIS,

Health Department-Vote for Department of
Public Health discussed in Committee of
Supply, 2575, 2577.
(See also Glucose,
Tanner's, and Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
Mr. G. F. (Warrenheip)
Municipal Rating (Unimprovea Value) Bill,
83·

HOLDEN,

Holidays, Public-Question by Mr. H. S. Bennett, re introduction of a Bill for a universal
compulsory half-holiday, 709.
Hospitals. (See Charitable Institutions.)
Hospitals, Fever. (See Infectious Diseases Hospital and Surplus Revenue Bil: -,1.'(,. I.}
Mr. THOMAS (Upper GOlilburn'
Dutter Commission, 372.
Charities Vote, 2495.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1407
Hours of Meeting, 15go.
Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Site Sale Bill,
1689.
Petition from Railway Employe.s, 2709, 2710.
Railway Construction-Tolmie, 3187.
Railway Department-Seymour to Melbourne
Service, 1632 i Case of Mr. J. J. Ellis, 246o;
Free Passes, 2497.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2852.
'Vater Act'S Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
239 1, 26 56 , 2657, 26 58.

HUNT,

Hurst's Bridge, Railway Communication withMot:on hy Mr. Bent to refer to Railway
Standing Committee the question of railway
comm unication with certain districts, incl uding Hurst's Bridge (Diamond Creek), 3184;
debated, 318i i agreed to, 3214.
HUTCHI~SO;\f,

Mr. \VILLIA:1.I (Borung)
Agricultural Societies and Politics, 2572.
Closer Settlement DilI (No.2), 628, 12 73, 1411,
1469, 1479, 1488, 1611, 1646, 1647, 1648, 1683,
287°'
Lake Lonsdale Water Supply, 327.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3290, 3291, 3315,
33 18 .
Lands Survey Staff, 2528.
Poultry Export Trade, 2.173.
Railway Construction-Richardson Valley, 2462.
Railway Grain Freignts, 2495.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3083'
Secretary for Lands, 2528.
Shipping Accommodation at North Shore, Geelong, 2855.
Stamp.s Acts Amendment Bill, 45 1, 457.
Surplus Revenue Bill-FIinders-street Railway
Station, 205 i State School Buildings, 300.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 244.
Vermin Boards in the Mallee, 2534.
Water Acts Conso.lidation and Amendment
Bill, 2259, 2386, 2589, 2601, 2603, 26°4, 260 5,
2645, 26 50 , 26 55, 27 13, 274 2.

Income Tax-Statement by Mr. Colechin in Committee of Supply, 87; statement by Mr. A.
A. Billson, in Committee of Supply re deductions from income tax returns for cost of
feeding horses, 1437; by Mr. Bent, 1438.
Income Tax Bill-Resolution fixing rates of income tax for the year ending 31st December,
1905, adopted, 1670; Bill brought in by Mr.
Bent and read first time, 1671 i second readi~g moved by Mr. Bent, 1883; debated, 2857 ;
BIll read second time, 2864; considered in
Committee, 2864, 2903; third reading, 2909.
Industrial Appeals, Court of.
(See Factories
and Shops Acts.)
Inebriates Bill-Brought in by Sir Samuel Gillott and read first time, 1342; second r,eading moved by Sir Samuel Gillott, 1763; debated, 1764; Bill read second time, 1766;
considered in Committee, 1766; third reading moved by Sir Samuel Gillott, 1888; debated, 1888; agreed to, 1889; amendments
proposed after third reading, 1889 i amendments by Legislative Council dealt with,
3 1 30 .
Infectious Diseases Hospital-Statement by Mr.
Colechin in Committee of Supply, 87 i statement by Mr. Prendergast, re delay in admitting patients, 2187; by Mr. Bent, 2188;
by Mr. Wilkins, 21g0; further statement by
Mr. Colechin re management of hospital,
21 90 .
Infectious Diseases Hospital Maintenance BillBrought in by Mr. Bent, and read first time,
2853 i discharged from paper.
Inspector-General of the Insane. (See Lunatic
Asylums.)
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Council and read
firsj: time, 141 I; second reading moved by
Mr. Mackey, 1440; debated, 1440; Bill read
second time, 1442; considered in Committee,
1591; third reading, 1598.

Mr. \V. H. (Lowan)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 2876, 2879.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Bill, 3048.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3218,
3 21 9.
Railway Construction-Reference to Rai1ways
Standing Committee of seven proposed lines
in globo, 3188.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
295 8 , 3°15·
Speaker's Congratulations, 20gl.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2888.
\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
2275, 25go , 275 2, 2753·

IRVINE,

Jurj~s

Acts Amendment Bill-Received from Legislative Council and read first time, 325;
second reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 344;
debated, 345; Bill read second time, 349;
considered in Committee, 349 i third reading,
349; returned from Legislative Council with
an amendment on the Assembly's amendment, 740; COUI'.~il's amendment disagreed
with, 740; message from Legislative Council
insisting on their amendment dealt with,
13°2.
Jurors' Fees-Vote for jurors' fees discussed in
Committee of Supply, 249 1 , ~494.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Justice, Administration of-Question oy Mr.
Sangster re case of William O'Brien, 328;
by Mr. Prendergast re attendance in Court
of witnesses in prison gar,b, 457; subject discussed in Committee of Supply, 2429; statement by Sir Samuel Gillott, 2522; question
by Mr. Prendergast re case of Patrick
Murphy, 457; statement by Mr. Gaunson re
case of Harold P. Petersen, 2191; by Mr.
Oraham re extradition of burglars from one
State to another, 2422; by Sir Samuel Gillott, 2422; by Mr. Gaunson, 2423; by Mr.
Gray re case of James Peters, 2428; by Mr_
Gaunson, 2428; question by Mr. Prendergast
re imprisonm'ent of lascar seamen, 2627; by
Mr. Elmslie re case of Mr. Horace Perkins,
31 78.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill-Received
from Legislative Council and read first time,
602; second reading moved by Sir Samuel
Gillott, 176,1; debated, ,1762; Bill read
second time, 1763; considered in Committee,
3137; 3215; third reading, 3219; amendment
proposed after third reading, 3219; message
from Legislative Council dealt with, 3331;
amendments recommended by the Governor
dealt with, 3340.
Justices of the Peace-Subject of appointment of
Justices of the Peace discussed in Committee
of Supply, 831-8, 2491-4; question by Mr.
Bromley re retentipn of Mr. H. L. Thompson on the roll of Justices of the Peace,
14 12 .
Justices of the Peace, Service of as Jurors. (See
Juries Acts Amendment Bill.)
Mr. W. S. (Dandenong)
Budget, 2332.
Butter Industry-Proposed State Dair.y College, 1522.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1600, 1603, 1604.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 515, 1475, 149 2,
161Z, 1616, 1617, 1622, 1643, 1675, 1678.
Davs and Hours of Meeting, 2256.
DeI;::trtment of Agriculture-Alleged Incompetency of Experts, 1588, 254 S; Instructioll
of Farmers in Judging Stock and Grain,
1589; Government Dairy Farms, 2545; Director of Agriculture, 2546.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 200C).
Koo.wee-rup Leaseholders, 2833.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3326.
Railway Department-Employes' Hours and
Pay, 2682; Tapering Rates, 2682; Shed at
F erntree Gull y, ~683.
Surplus Revenue Bill- Carrum vVeir, 223;
vVorkmen's Homes, 227.
Timber Royalty, 2546.
vVate', Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
225 8.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
18 9 2 •

KEAST,

Mr. H. P. (colltillued)F'oxes Destruction Bill, 1528, 1530.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 347.
Justices of the Peace, 834.
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land
Bill, 1699"
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3322.
Licensing Bill, 3223.
Local. Government Act 1903 Amendment Hill,
"',45·
t,iaffra Beet Sugar Factory, 2544.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1237.
Mines Acts Further. Amendment Bill, 901,
1029, II9 I , 121 3, 2404.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1718.
Municipal Subsidy, 1439.
Payment of Monitors, 2469.
Police-Punishment for Offences, 2424; Unde·
tected Crimes, 2427.
Privil{:ge-The Age newspaper, 125.
Public Library, National Mmeum, and. Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 153.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3271.
Railway Construction-vValhalla, 402; Refer.
ence to Standing Committee of seven proposed lines in globo, 32°3; Bairnsdale to
Bruthen, 32°3.
Hailway Department-Subsidies for Carriage
of Grain and Coal, 86; Bel£!.ted Repairs, 86;
Employes' Pensions, 85,'1.; Taperil)g Rates,
2668; Carriage of Perishable Products,
2669; Finances, 2669.
Railway Freights, 841.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3084.
Railways Special Funds Application Bill, 3085.
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 2759.
St. John's ViTort, 132.
Separate Representation Repeal Bill, 2562.
State Schools in Country Districts, 2468.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3076.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 179; Roads and Bridges,
196; Flinders-street Railway Station, 207;
State School Buildings, 2<:)7; Wattle Planting, 303; Forestry, 308; Melbourne University, 377; Consumptives Sanatorium, 383;
Walhalla Railway, 402.
Timber Conservation, 2544.
Totalizator Bill, 962.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2362.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1820, 1'949, 227 1, 228 5, 2385, 2387, 2388, 2390,
23<)3·
\Vharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
170 9.

KEOGH,

King's Birthdav Announcement by the
Speaker re message from His Majesty the
King, thanking His Excellency the Governor
for cable message forwarded on behalf of
the State of Victoria, congratulating His
IIlajesty on his birthday, 2881.
Mr. HAY (Eaglehawk)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1398.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2159.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1530.
Income Tax Bill, 2863.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 716, 739,
782 , 790, 795, 801, 802, 902, 1°33, 1045, 1046,
10 52, 1136, 1137, 1202, 1350, 2401.
Old·age Pensions, 325,

KIRKWOOD,

Mr. H. P. (Gippsland North)
Agent-General, 818.
Closer Setttiement Bill (No.2), 664,
1473, 1490, 1492, 1493, 1494, 1557,
1618, 1686.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
2166.
Federal Sugar Bonus, 2627.

KEOGH,

b2

135'·,

\
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KIRKWOOD, Mr. HAY (continued)Railway Department-Closing Country Workshops, 2822; Delays in Goods Traffic, 2822;
Newspaper Trains; 2822.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3008 .
State Schools in Country Districts, 2484.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Forestry, 306; Walhalla
Railway, 403; Minimum ·Wage, 548.
Timber-Railway Freights, 850, 2822; Royalty,
2553·
Totalizator Bill, 897.

LANGDON, Mr. THOMAS, Minister without Office
(Korong)
Railways Laws Further .Amendment Bill (No.
.
2), 2915. ""
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers,
212; Melbourne University, 378.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
194 2.

LAWSON, Mr. H. S. W. (Castlemaine and
Maldon)
Butter Commission, 372.
Claims of Letter Carriers, 848.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2153.
·Labour Bureau-Question by Mr. Robertson (for
Companies Law Amendment, 945.
Mr. E. Cameron, Glenelg) re principle folCountry Free Libraries, 770, 1708.
lowed in giving employment to labourers
Country Train Service, 1436.
registered at the bureau, 415; statement by
Cyanide Patent, 602.
Mr. Mackinnol1, 812; subject discussed, 812;
Days and Hours of Sitting, 779.
question by Mr. G. H. Bennett, II05; stateGuildford and Yapeen Water Supply, 132.
ment by Mr. G. H. Bennett, 1702; subject
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3218,
discussed, 1702-6; statement by Mr. Bent,
321 9.
Land Surveys, 848.
""
170 4.
Lands Acts Amendment Bill, 3292, 3321.
Labour Colony. (See Leongatha Labour Colony.)
Licences Renewal Bill, 1696, 2526.
Labour Department-Question by Mr. Colechin
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
re proposed Tournai oj the Department of
(No.2), 746.
l.abour, 479.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 731, 784,
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land Bill
786 , 78 7, 935, 1030 , 1034, %04 1, 10 4 2, 1044,
-Governor's message brought dovv'n, 602; re1203, 120 7, 1218, 1222, 1237,1238, 1358, 2399,
solution for appropriation adopted, 710; Bill
240 5.
brought in by Mr. Murray, and read' first time,
Mines Department-Classes of Instructioll, 850;
710; second reading movea by Mr. Mur:ay,
Signal,> in Mines, 1412; Fentiman's Reef
1697; Bill read second time, 1698; considered
Gold Mining Company, 2314; Miners' Rights
in Committee, 1698; third reading, 1699.
at Taradale, 2521.
Land Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Mining Development Vote, 777.
Murray, and read first time, 82; question by
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1715,
Mr. Harris, 890; second reading of Bill
Private Members' Business, 2661, 3267.
moved by Mr. Murray, 3284; debated, 3287;
Public Libraries, 89.
Bill read second time, 3290; considered in
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
Committee, 3290, 3295, 3315 i third reading,
Bill, 445.
3324; amendments by Legislative Council
Real Property Bill, 1062, !363.
dealt with, 3332; amendments recommended
Sale of Duty Stamps, 133.
by the Governor dealt with, 3339.
Speed of Passenger Trains, 1706, 1806.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 45 2, 457.
Lands Department-Question by Mr. Colechin re
Surplus Revenue Bill-Flinders-street Railway
reservation of Crown lands near the You
StatioCl, 207; State School Buildings, 298;
Yangs, 215; by Mr. Harris re classification
Water Conservation and Irrigation, 315.
of mortgaged selections, 291 i by Mr.
Timber-Reserves, 2552; Royalty) 2553.
Toutcher re water and limber reserves, 327;
Transfer of Land Bill, 1694.
by Mr. J. Cameron re unfenced selection in
"Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
the McCulloch country, 415; by Mr. 'Vatt
Bill, 2738, 2740, 2741.
re applicants for FUlnina blocks, 479; re
'Vomen's Suffrage Bill, 2158, 21i7, 2661, 3267.
alleged illegal possession of large areas of
land in the State, 479 i re grazing area
leases, 479 i by Mr. Lawson re expediting
surveys, 848; by Mr. Harris re alleged with- Leather Export Trade. (See Produce, Export of.)
holding from selection of lands at Noojee Le Blocq, A. J., Case of. (See Railway Department.)
and Fumina, 890; by Mr. Hannah re free
publication of maps and information as to Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Act 1903 Amendlands available for selection, 1339; by Mr.
ment Bill (No. I)-Brought in by Mr.
Harris re valuation of Noojee and Fumina
Mackey, and read first time, 25 i second
lands, 1522; re issue of agricultural licences
reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 250; Bill
for" loaded" lands at Fumina and Noojee,
read second time, 250; considered in Com1709; by Mr. Warde re owners of land at
mittee, 251; third reading, 251.
Carrum Swamp, 1668; statement by Mr.
Legal
Practitioners Reciprocity Act 1903 AmendPrendergast re sale of commons and forest
ment Bill (No. 2)-Brought 1n by Mr. Bailes
reserves, 1895; subject discussed, 1895-8;
(for Mr. Beazley), and read first time, 138';
votes for Department discussed in Committee
question by Mr. Beazley, 1736; Bill disof Supply, 2527-26; statement by Mr.
charged from paper, 3331.
McCutcheon re delays in settling people upon
Crown lands, 2530; by Mr. Fairbairn, 2531; Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Acts-Question by
Mr. Beazley re establishment of Council of
by Mr. Keast re granting Credit Foncier
Legal Education to carry out provisions of
loans to conditional leaseholders at Koo-weeActs, 1589; by Mr. Bailes, 2780.
rup, 2833.

LE.GISLA'l'IVE ASSEMBLY.
L~l\Il\ION,

Mr. JOHN (Williamstown)
'Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1490, 1491,
1499, 16 49, 16 50, 1660, 1680, 2785.
Conciliation and Arbitration Bill, 83.
Factories Acts-Special Boards, 65; Artificial
Manure Trade, 1271; Consolidation and
Ameno'ment of Existing Acts, 2138; Decision of Court of Industrial AppeaTs, 2626;
Railway vVorkmen, 2800.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
3047, 3048 .
Importation of a Sand-pumping Dredge, 1118.
Inebriates Bill, 1771.
Locomotive
Construction - Appointment . of
Select Committee, 1928.
Melbourne Police Court Site, 1439·
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 1~24,
2409, 24 10 .
Municipalities and State School Repairs, 2474·
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3 144.
Parliamentary Visit' to Newport ·Workshops,
4 1 4.
Ports antI Harbors, 93.
Privileges of State Members at Federal Parliament House, 1706.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 151.
Railway Construction-Reference to Rail~ay
Standing Conimittee of Seven Propose~l ~1lles
in globo, 3213; Port Melbourne to "Tdhamstown, 3213.
Railway Department-Crank ,Axles, 777; Construction of Locomotives, 1707, 1928; ivlessrs.
Long and Co.'s Contracts, 2253, 2460; Minimum \Vage Conditions in Contracts, 2798,
2799; Eight Hours Principle, 279 8 .
State School Curriculum, 2474·
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers,
213, 417; Working Men's .College, 21.9; \Vorkmen's Homes, 228; RaIlway Rollmg-stock,
252, 254; State School Buildings, 301; Melbourne University, 374; Melbourne City Lockup, 380; Minimum \Vage, 541.
Technical Education, 2474·
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 1534·
Williamstown Dock, 93.

Leongatha Labour Colony-Subject d.iscussed in
Committee of Supply, 2536; question by Mr.
Prendergast re case of James Beck, former! y
employed at labour colony, 2577.
Letter Carriers. (See Transferred Officers.)
Mr. J. F. (Banuon)
Agent-General, 822.
Agricultural Department - Experts, 2557 ;
Secretary, 2569.
Alexandra 'Park Bill, 1774.
Appropriation Bill, 2944.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill,
17 2 7,
Beet-sugar Industry, 2557.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1672.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 671, 1273, q85,
1548, 1559, 1610, 16II, 1617, 1635, 1661, 1662,
1667, 1677, 2782, 2881.
Election of Speaker, 4.
Executors Company'!; Act Further Amendment
Bill, 313.4.
"
Export of Produce, 25.~8, 2855.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation Bill,
2004, 2010.

LEVIEN,
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Mr. J. F. (continued)Justices of the Peace, 2492.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 745.
Maffra Beet-sugar Factory, 255 8 .
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 2579.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1232, 1233, 1236.
. Milk Supervision Bill, 3325.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 79 6 .
Municipal Endowment Reduction Dill, 1717,
17 1 9.
Order of Business, 2151.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3271.
Railway Department-Freights on Agricultural
Produce, 90, 843; Treatment of Employes,
2062; Grain Freights, 2496; Freights on
Mining Timber, 2559 i Shipping Accommodation at Geelong, 2855.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3084.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Dill (No.
2), 2915, 2916, 29 17, 1079.
Retail Shops Limiting Dill (No.2), 2758.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3041,
30 44.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 454.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3071.
Surplu;; Revenue Bill, 155, 181, 192, 441; vVater
Conservation and Irrigation, 198, 199, 315;
Flinders-street Railway Station, 206 i State
School Buildings, 297; Wattle Planting,
J 0 4; Consumptives Sanatorium, 384, 385;
Collingwood and \Vhittlesea Lines Connexion,
J86; Portarlington Break-water, :~88; \Valhalla Railway, ~QI; Minimum \Vage, 538.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 1443, 2356, 2361, 2365.
University Bill, 2216, 2223.
\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
195 8 , 2281, 25Q4, 2597, 27 28 , 2730, 2737, 2751.

LEVIEN,

Library Committee-Appointed, 82.
Libraries, Country-Question by Mr. Lawson re
grants for country free libraries from surplus revenue, 1708. (See also Surplus Revenue
Em No. I.)
Licences Renewal Bill-Brought in by Sir Samuel
Gillott, and read first time, 1373 i second
reading moved by Sir Sarnuel Gillott, 1694;
debated, 1696; Bill read second time, 1696;
considered in Committee, 1696; third reading, 1697; returned from Legislative Council, with amendments, 2466; amendments
dealt with, 2525-7.
Licensing Acts-Return re receipts and disbursements under Licensing Acts, ordered, on
motion of Mr. Bailes, 1589 i presented, 1669.
Licensing Bill-~iotion by Sir Samuel Gillott
to go into Committee of the \Vho!e to consider licence-fees, 1872; debated, 1872 i
agreed to, 1876 i motion by Sir Samuel Gillott in Committee of the ·Whole fixing fees
chargeable for licences, &c., 1876; debated,
18 77; agreed to, 1878; resoiution reported to
the House and adopted, 1878; Bill brought
in by Sir Samuel Gillott, and read first time,
18i8; Governor's message brought down and
resolutioil for an appropriation adopted, 18 78 ;
se:ond reading of Bill moved by Sir Samuel
Gillott, 2143; del:ated, 2998, 3131, 3220; Bill
discharged from paper, 3281; statement by
Mr. Bent, 3333.
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INDEX.

Mr. THOMAS (Gippsland South)
Agricultural Chemist, 2559.
Artificial Manure Bill, 2068.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1505, 1617, 1629.
Dairying Instruction in State Schools, 1709.
2559·
Export of Produce, 2570.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1529.
Justices of the Peace, 8]1.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3290, 3'29 1, 3293,
33 21 , 33 23.
Licensing Bill, 1875, 3131.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3283.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 798, 1030,
II97, 1220.
Municipalities and State School Repairs, 2474.
Prison Reform, 2424.
Railway Construction-Woolamai, San Remo,
and Cape Patterson, 1934; Richardson Valley,
2464; Reference to Standing Committee of
Seven Proposed Lines in globo, 3205.
Railway Department-Prepayment of Freight
for Gravel; 944; Coal from New Extended
Company, Korumburra, 1707.
State Schools in Cot.;ntry Districts, 2474.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Roads and Bridges,
193; Minimum Wage, 53~ 53 6 .
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 6°4, 1534, 1535.

LIVINGSTON,

Loan Conversion-Question by Mr. Boyd re expenses of loan conversion, 838.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. McGregor, and read first
time, 83; second reading moved by Mr.
McGregor, 1737; debated, 1738; debate adjourned, 1748; correction of division list,
1848; Bill discharged from paper, 3331.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill (No.
2)-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
time, 136; second reading moved by Mr.
Swinburne, 740; debated, 741; Bill read
second time, 745; considered in Committee,
745; third reading, 747.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill (No.
3)-Brought in by Mr. E. H. Cameron
(Evelyn), and read first time, 810 i second
reading moved by Mr. Bent, 1076 i Bill read
second time, 1076 i considered in Committee,
1076 i third reading, 1077 i amendments of
Legislative Council dealt with, 15]2.
Lunatic Asylums-Statement by Mr. Robertson
re appointment of Inspector-General, 91 i
questions by Mr. Gaunson, 96, 131, 946.
(See also Appointments, Government.)
Mr. PETER (Ka1'a Kara)
Commons and Forests Reserves, 1895.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 780.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 184.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1527.
Government Appointments in Victoria - Restriction to Local Residents, 1451, 1464.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3285J 3296, 3297,
33 20 , 33 21 , 33 22 .
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 710,
786, 802, 807, 892, 896, 905, 938, 1026,
1027, 1029, 1032, 1033, 1038, 105 1, 113 1,
12 39, 12 43, 12 44, 1313, 1349, 135 1, 1353,
240 1.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3083.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2992.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 456.
State. Schools in Country Districts, 2469:

McBRIDE,

McBRIDE, Mr. PETER (co1!tinued)Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill.
3026 .
Surplus Revenue Bill-Mining Development
and Boring, 202; Minimum Wage, 547.
Timber-Railway Freights, 845, 2542; Royalty,
254 2 •
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 2929.
MCCUTCHEON, Mr. R. G. (St. Kilda)
Agent-General, 827.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 363,
947·
Ballarat Water Commission Bill, 3062.
Budget, 2338.
Carrum Advance'> Bill, 1604.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 678, 1386,
1408, 1478, 1482, 148,5, 1488 , 1490 , 149 1,
1539, 1548, 1619,. 1622, 1651, 1662, 1665,
1667, 16 76, 27 83.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
2163, 2164, 2165, 2200.
Cost of Extradition of Burglars, 2423.
Days and Hours of Sitting, 779, 780.
Education of Deaf and Dumb Children, 1588.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 3134.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3055, 3057, 3058, 3059 i Chinese Factories,
3 2 55, 3 2 57, 32 59. .
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1528.
Gippsland Coal-mining Dis~ute, 2822.
Hackney Carriages Law .Amendment Bill,
2021.
Income Tax Bill, 2906.
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill,
1595, 1597, 1598.
Justices of the P~ce, 83 1, 835.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3296.
Land Settlement, 2530.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1231, 1234, 1235.
Milk Supervision Bill, 2366, 3086, 3 298, 3299~
]3 26 .
.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 797,
241 I.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 614.
Railway Construction-Reference to Standing Committee of Seven Proposed Lines
in globo, 3199.

Railwal
Department-Treatment of Employes, 2064; Printing Office, 2253, 2675;
Management, 2675 ;
Newspaper Trains,
2812.

Railway Loan Application Bill, 3083.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 2953, 3005·
Surplus Revenue Bill-Melbourne University,
378; Consumptives Sanatorium, 384 i Picnic
Point Foreshore, 386 i Point Ormond Foreshore, 386 i Electric Conveyers, 422; Elwood Swamp, 411 i Minimum vVage, 5:43·
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3150.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2847, 2900.
Totalizator Bill, 965, 981.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2172, 21 76.
Travelling Expenses of Government Officers,
2575·
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 1444; 2356, 2360, 2361,
23 6 3.
University Bill, 2220, 2223.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
1946 , 1948 , 1964, 1965, 299°·
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 1534'

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

MCGRATH; Mr. D. C. (Grenville)
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 796, 803,
895, 9 28 , 93 0 , 1022, 1033, 1034, 1039, 1041,
1044, 1045, 1201, 1242, 2398, 2399, 2401,
2402, 2407.
Mines Department-Suspension of Labour
Covenants, 291,\ 477; Glenfine Extended
Company, 477; Mother of Gold Gold Mining Company, Dunolly, 478; Great South
Long Tunnel Gold Mining Company, 478.
Scarsdale to Beech Forest Railway Extension,
2547·
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 456.
Timber Royalty, 2547.
MCGREGOR, Mr. ROBERT (Ballarat East)
Agent-General, 817.
Alleged Dissatisfaction in Police Force, 65.
Appointment of Future State Governors 360.
Chairman's Rulings, 2804.
'
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1614, 1676.
D~ys and Hours of Sitting, 779.
Disturbances at Election Meetings, 279.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2066.
Inc~me Tax Rates, 167.0.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 1762,
321 5.
Justices of the Peace, 837.
Labour Bureau, 813, 1702.
Licensing Bill, 2150, 2151.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
83, 1737·
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 745.
. ,
Locomotive
Construction-Appointment
of
Select Committee, 1929.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 783,
79 2, 802, 808, gOI, 1022, 1196.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 27 0 9,
2781, 2806.
Public Library, National Museum and Art
<?alleries-Opening on Sinidays, '150.
Ra~lway pepartment-Discharge of Casual
Employes, 157;" T.reatment of Employes,
~057; Country Iram Services, 2671; ClosH~g. Country vVorkshops, 2671, 2817.
RelI~lOus Instru.cti?~ in State Schools, 2489.
RetaIl ,Shops Lm11tmg Bill (No.2), 2759.
St. KIlda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3001.
Sexagenarians and Temporary Employes in
State Service, 2383.
State Forests, 850.
Surplus Revenue Bill, Iqr; Flinders-street
Railway Station, 207; - Railway ROllingstock, 238, 252, 293; Melbourne University,
37 6 .
Totalizator Bill, 972.
McKE:s'ZIE, Mr. HUGH (Rodney)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 635, 1301,
1493, 162 3, 1626, 164Q, 1651, 2872.
Echuca Wharf, 2536. ...
Goulburn Levees, 326.
Goyernor's Speech, 29.
RaIlway Department-Excursion Fares to
Country Shows, 1053, 1187; Pay of Permanent Way, Repairers, 2801.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2913.
Snagging the Murray, 2536.
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McKENZIE, Mr. HUGH (continued)Surplus Revenue Bill-Consumptives Sanatorium, 384; Minimum Wage, 547.
Totalizator Bill, 979.
Water 'Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1844, 2595, 2059, 2938.
MACKEY, Mr. J. E., Minister without office
(Gippsland West)
Administration
of
Justice-Witnesses
in
Prison Garb, 457; Case of Patrick Murphy,
457·
Alexandra Park Bill, 17.7.4.
Church of England Law }'urther Amendment
Bill, 2781' 2996, 2991, 22,98.
Coal and F lTewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2164.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No. I), 1019.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No.2), 1702,
1993, 1997·
Executors Company's Act Further Amend'.
ment Bill, 2787, 3 131, 3 134, 3 135, 3137,
321 4.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
2013, 201 5.
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill,
I~II, 1440 ,_ 159 2, 1594, 1595, 1596 , 1598 .
Junes Acts Amendment Bill, 3 25, 344, 349,
740, 1302 .
Legal Practitio~ers Reciprocity Act 1903
Amendment BIll (No. I), 25, 250, 251.
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity
Act 1903
Amen,dment Dill (No.2), 1736.
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Acts, 1589.
Melbourne General Cemetery":"'Sale of Allotments, 2579.
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Dill, 3145.
Privilege-Tile Age Newspaper, 130.
Pu?lic Officers Retirement Bill, 1699.
RaIlways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2911, 2912.
Real Property Bill, 73Q, 1054, 1061, 1062,
1063, 1064, 1065, 1066, 1067, 1068, 1070,
10 7 1, 10 72, 10 73, 1074, 10 75, 10 76 , 1304,
13 0 5, 130 7, 1308, 130 9, 1310, 1311, 13 12 ,
13 13, 13 14, 1315, 1361, 1362, 1363, 2001,
2002, 2003, 2575, 2576, 29 02 , 3076.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 328, 446, 455,
45 6 , 457, 480 , 481 .
State School Teachers Dill, 1993, 2091, 2092,
2201.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 241, 245.
Transfer of Land Bill, 739, 1689, 1692, 1693,
1694.
Un~lailI!.ed F~nds Bill, 2355, 2359, 23 64, 2365.
Um.verslty BIll, 2064, 2211, 2220, 2222, 2226.
Votmg by Post Acts Continuance Dill, 2996 .
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Rill, 2604-.
Writing Desks for Members, 325.
MACKINNON, 'Mr. DONALD (Pralzran)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill,
Agent-General, 821.
ApI?oi~tment of Future State Governors,
ArtIfiCial Manure Bill 2068.
Artificial Manures Act' 1897 Amendment
17 2 4.
Ballarat Water Commission Bill, 3062 .
Budget, 2335.
Business-Private Members', 137, 2661;
vernment, 2287.

18 79.

36 9.
Bill,

Go.
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MACKJ~NON, Mr. DONALD

INDEX.

(continued)-

Butter Commission, 370.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1303, 1671.
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill, 2997.
Claims of Letter Carriers, 848.
Close of the Session, 3334.
Closer Settlement Bill (No. I), 155.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 564, 1381 ,
1404, 1410, 1545, 1606, 1624, 162 5, 1643,
1646, 1648, 1656, 1664, 1674, 1684, 1686,
2785, 2787, 2867, 2868, 286 9, 2875, 28 76,
2878, 2880.
. .
Coal and Firewood Sale RegulatIOn Bill,
2152, 2163, 2167, 2168, 2195, 2200.
Con;titution Act 1903-Council's Power of Suggestion in Money Bills, 1342, 2524.
County Court Bench Vacancy, 2491.
Debate-Quotations from Report of Same Session, 3256; Discussing Measure already dealt
with during Same Session, 3256, 3260.
Eight Hours' Anniversary Celebration Committee, 147.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 186.
Election of Speaker, 7, II.
Electric Street Railways-Reference to Railways Standing Committee, 3182, 3183.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No.2), 1995.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 3 133, 3 135, 3136.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
30 4 6 .
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
30 S3, 30 55, 3058; Chinese Factories, 3256,
3260.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 15 25, 1531.
Greater Melbourne Royal Commission, 1588.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
2012.
Illness of Officers of Parliament, 2985.
Income Tax Bill, 1887, 2860, 2903, 2908.
Inebriates Bill, 1890'
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill, 1441,
1593, 1596 , 15')7·
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 345, 1]02.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3217,
3 218 , 3 21 9.
Labour Bureau, 812.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3323.
Legal Practitioners
Reciprocity Act 1903
Amendment Bill (No. I), 251.
Licensing Bill, 1874, 3278.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 744, 745·
Melbourne Ha-rbour Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1232.
:.lelbourne Tramway and Omnibus CompanyRevision of Fares, 3178.
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments Bill,
3°60.
.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3124, 3300.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 344,
934, 1020, 1039, 104 2, 1°43, 1208, 1229,
1240, 1241, 1244, 12 45.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1718.
Parliamentary Candidates' Deposits, 1437.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 2711.
Poultry Export Trade, 851.
Privilege-The Age newspaper, 127.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1759, 25 24.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3270.
Rabbit Extirpation, 2535.

MACKINNON, Mr. DONALD

(colltinued)-

Railway Construction-Walhalla, 317, 393,
406; Collingwood and Whittlesea Lines
Connexion, 3~6; vVoolamai, San Remo, and
Cape Patterson, 1931; Richardson Valley,
2463; Reference to Railways Standing Committee of seven proposed lines in globo, ~187'
Railway Department -'- Employes' PenSIOns,
SS3, 2677; iRetirement of Officers under
Sixty, 951; Sales of Stores, 2677; Pay of
Permanent Way Repairers, 2677; Case of
Mr. Love, 2677.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3083.
Railways Special Funds Application Bill,
3 2 54, 3 2 55.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Bill, 136.
Real Property Bill, 1053, 1060, 1062, 1063,
1064, 1065,- 1066, 1067, 106S, 1069, 1070,
10 7 1, 107 2, 1°73, 10 74, 13°4, 1306 , 13°7,
1308, 1309, 1312, 1362, 2002, 2003, 2576.
Russian Baltic Fleet-Attack on North Sea
Trawlers, 2708.
St. Kilc1a Abattoirs Reserve Revocation Bill,
2711, 27 12 .
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 2960, 3005.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3°42.
Stamps Aets Amendment Bill, 448.
State School Teachers and School Requisites,
2473·
State School Teachers 'Bill, 2207, 2208.
Statistics Collection Bill, 552.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
3027, 3028 .
Surplus Revenue Bill, ·155, 171, 187, 222, 314;.
Roads and Bridges, 197; Melbourne University, 218, 377; vVoods Point-road, 222; State
School Buildings, 295; Walhalla Railway,
317, ::9], 406 ; Consumptives Sax:atorium,
. 3R3; Collingwood and Whittlesea Lmes Connexion, 386; Portarlington Breakwater, 387,
388; Elwood Swamp, 432; Minimum Wage,
530; Council's Suggestion, 1303, 1342 .
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2841, 2899.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 248.
Totalizator Bill, 782 , 975.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2170, 2177,
Transfer of Land Bill, 1692, 1694.
University Bill, 2212, 2219.
University of Melbourne Royal CommissionMr. Fink, 373, 643·
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill-1817, 1955, 2257, 2260, 2272, 2.188,
2,19°, 2394, 2588, 2600, 2601, 2602, 2604,..
2606, 2631, 2632, 2634, 26.15, 2637, 2638, 2640)
2641, 2642, 2644, 26 4 8 , 2655, 2657, 2719, 2720,
27 28 , 27 29. 2750, 293Q, 2943, 29 8 7.
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 1534.
'Vharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
18 93.
"yidows' Maintenance Bill, 946, 2757.
McLEOD,

Mr.

DmuLD,

Minister

of

Mines

(Daylesford)
Coal . and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
2g2, 2160, 2161, 2162, 2163, 2164, 2166, 2167,
2168, 2195, 2196, 2197, 2198, 2199, 2201,
24 14. 24 15.
Cyanide Patent, 602.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2009.
Inebriates Bill, 1890'

r.,EGISLA').'I YE ASSE}!BL Y.

Mr. DONALD (contillued)Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3291.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 82, 156,
3 28 , 343, 344, 739, 7 82 ; 783, 784, 78SJ 78 7,
788 , 789, 790 , 794, 79 8, 802, 804, 893, 894,
9 08 , 9 16 , 9 22 , 9 25, 9 26 , 93 1,934, 946 , 937,93 8 ,
1019, 1028, 1031, 1033, 1034, 1038, 1040,
1042, 1043, 1044, 1046, 1048 , 1049, 10 50 ,
1051, 105 2, 1053, II28, II29, II30, 1131,
1134, II36, II37, 1138, 1188, 1198, 1204,
1205, 1207, 1217, 1219, 1221, 1222, 1224,
12 37, 1238, 12 39, 12 40 , 12 4 1, 12 4 2, 12 43, 12 45,
1344, 1345, 1346 , 1348 , 1350 , 135 1, 135 2,
1353, 1354, 1355, 1356 , 1357, 135 8, 1360 ,
1361 , 2397, 239 8, 2399, 24 00 , 2401 , 2402 ,
240 3, 2404, 2405, 2410, 2411, 2881, 3062.
Mines Department-Suspension of Labour
Covenants, 291, 477; Engine-drivers' Certificates, 476; Mihers' Complaint, 477; ]Jaylesford Mines, 4ii; Atomisers, 477, 850, 23 14;
Glenfine Extended Company, 4/i; Morey Proprietary's Leases at Timor, 477; Cyaniders
of Welchman's Reef, 478; Mother of Gold
G.M. Company, Dunolly, 478; Exemption to
Great South Long Tunnel G.M. Company,
478; English Mining Companies in Victoria,
478; Victorian Mining Companies Registered
in New South Wales, 700; Mining Development Vote, /i7; Mining Classes, 850; Boring
for Gold and Coal, 1871; Fentiman's Reef
G.M. Company, 2315; Miners' Rights at
Taradale, 2521; R~sidence Areas at Bturinga, 3086; Protection of Abandoned Shafts,
3 11 4.
Municipaf Endowment Reduction Bill, 1717,
17 18 .
Sewering of North Melbourne State Schools,
199 2.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Roads and Bridges,
19S; Mining Development and Boring, 200.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2780, 28 36 ,
2840, 284 2 •
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1945, 2650, 2715.

McLEOD,

Mr. FRANK (BoroolZdara)
Election as Speaker, 5, II.
(See Speaker) The.)

MADDEN,

Madden, His Honour Sir John. (See University
oj Melbourne Commission.)
Maffra Beet Sugar Factory-Question by Mr.
Hannah, 94 j by Mr. Keogh, 2C;44; statement
by Mr. Levien, 2558; by Mr. Murray, 250C; j
vote for Maffra Beet Sugar Factorv discussed in Committee of Supply, 2569.Mallee Railway Exten,sion-Motion by Mr. Bent
referring to the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Railways the question of connecting the Mallee country to the north-east
of Lake Tyrrell by means of a railway with
the existing railway system, 1341; debated,
1341 j agreed to, 1341.
Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Site Sale BillBrought in by Mr. Bent, and read first timc,
810 j motion bv Mr. Bent that Bill be treated
as a public Bill, agreed to, 1688; second reading of Bill moved by Mr. Bent, 1688'; de.
bated, 1688; Bill read second time, 1688;
considered in Committee, 1689; third reading,
168 9; amendment of Legislative Council
dealt with, 2000.
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Melbourne General Cemetery-Question by Mr.
Hannah re prices charged by undertakers for
allotments in cemetery, 1523, 1871; subject
discussed in Committee of Supply, 2577-82,
26 79.
Melbourne Harhor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill-Resolution on which to
found Bill considere'd and adopted, 520; Bill
brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first Time,
520; second reading moved by Mr. Swinburne, 1230; debated, 1231; Bill reaa second
time, 1232; considered in Committee, 1232;
third reading, 1237.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Constitution Bill--r-Governor's message brought down, and resolution for an appropriation adopted, 2092; Bill
brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first time,
2092; discharged from paper, 2521.
Melbourne Lands Exchange Bill-Brought Yt
by Mr. Bent, and passed through all stages,
326 5.
Melbourne Mint. (See Mint, Melbourne.)
Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus CompanyQuestion by Mr. Mackinnon re introduction
of legislation for revision of fares charged
by company, 3178.
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments BillMotion by Mr. Fairbairn for suspension of
standing orders relating to private Bills,
agreed to, 2561; Bill brought in by, Mr.
Fairbairn, and read first time, 2561; second
reading moved by Mr. Swinburne, 3059;
Bill read second time, 3060; considered in
Committee,
3060; third reading,
3060 ;
amendment recommended by the Governor
dealt with, 3340.
Members, Leave or Absence to-Leave of absence granted to Mr. Irvine for remainder of
session, 84; leave of absence granted to Mr.
McCutcheon for one month, 84.
Members, New, Introduced and Sworn-Members returned at general election, 3-4, 24,
154, 290 , 20 91.
Members' Railway Passes.
(See Railway Department.)
Milk Supervision Bill-Brought in by Mr. E. H.
Cameron (Evelyn), and read fir<;;t time, 1807;
statement by Mr. \Vilkins, 2194; by Mr.
E. H. Cameron (Evelyn), 2194; question by
Mr. McCutcheon, 2366; second reading of
Bill moved by Mr, E. H. Cameron (Evelyn),
3115; debated, 3IIi; debate adjourned, 3130;
statement by Mr. McCutcheon, 3299; by Mr.
Robertson, 3299; by Mr. Mackmnon, 3300;
by Mr. J. Cameron, 3300; motion by Mr.
Bent to discharge Bill from paper, 3324;
debated, 3324; agreed to, 3330.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill-Brought in
by Mr. McLeod, and read first time, 82;
second reading moved by Mr. McLeod, 328;
debated by Mr. Bailes, 643; Mr. Smith, 657;
Mr. McBride, 710; Mr. A. A. Billson, 712;
Mr. Kirkwood, 716.: Mr. Outtrim, 719; Mr.
Craven, 722; Mr. Toutcher, 724; Mr. Morrissey, 728; Mr. Lawson, 731; Sir A1exander
Peacock, 734; Bill read second time, 739;
considered in Committee, 739, 782, 892, 894,
1019, 1128, 1130, II88, 1237; amendments on
report, 1343; Bill read third time, 1361; returned from Legislative Council with amendments, 2286; amendments dealt with, 23972414, 2881, 3062.
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Mines 'Department-Statement by Mr. Bailes re MORRISSEY, Mr. JOHN (continued)ventilation of mines, 86; questions by Mr.
Government Cool Stores, 2549.
lYlcGrath l'e labour covenants, 291; l'e susGunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
pension of labour covenants to the Glenfine
Bill, 2010.
Extended
Company, 477; re exemptions
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3291, 3292, 3321
granted to Mother of Gold Company, DunMines Act Further Amendment Bill, 728, 786,
oIly, 478; re exemption to the Great South
896, II97, 1211, 2404.
Long Tunnel Company, 478; by Mr. Bailes
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1718,
re engine-driver.s' certificates, 476; l'e pre17 1 9.
vention of miners' complaint, 477; re use
Railway Construction-Walhalla, 199; Ultima
of "atomizers," 477, 850, 2314; re English
towards the Murray, 1341; Reference to
mining companies working in Victoria, 47 8 ;
Standing Committee ot Seven Proposed
by Mr. Elmslie re financial assistance given
Lines in globo, 3208; Strathmerton towards
to certain mines at Daylesford, 477; by Mr.
Tocumwal, 3208; Whitfield to Mahaikah,
Anstey re Morey Propriet.ary's leases at
3208, 3210; Tallangatta to Upper Murray,
Timor, 477; re compensatIon payable by
3209; North-Eastern and Bendigo lines concyaniders at Welchman's reef, 478; return
nexion, 3209; North Gippsland and South
re purchase by the Governme~t of the
Gippsland lines connexion, 3209.
cyanide patent ordered, on mohon of Mr.
Railway Department-Grain Freights, 2495;
Lawson, 602; presented, 602; question by
Finances, 2683; Management, 2683; Weigh.
Mr. McGrath (for Mr. Anstey) re Vicbridges, 2684.
• torian mining companies registered in New
Railway Freights, 840'
South Wales, 709; by Mr. Lawson re alloRailways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
cation of money voted in SU'rplus Revenue
2), 29 14, 2916, 29 17, 2993, 2995·
Bill for mining development, 777; sta.tement .
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
by Sir Alexander Peacock re adoption of
Bill, 3002.
the "search licence" system, 849; re payStrathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
ment of .survey fees on abandon~d leas.es,
302 5, 302 7.
849; question by Mr. Lawson re mstructlOn
Surplus Revenue Bill, 190; Roads and Bridges,
in mining subjects in districts where there
197; \Vater Conservation and Irrigation, 198;
are no Schools of Mines, 850; re introducPublic Library Buildings, 219; Railway
tion of a uniform code of signals in mines,
Rolling-stock, 264; State School Buildings,
14 12 ; by Mr. Harris l'e allocation of vote
296; Forestry, 309; Melbourne University,
for boring, 1871; by Mr. Lawson re wages
376; Walhalla Railway, 399; Minimum
due by Fentiman's Reef Gold Mining ComWage, 531.
pany, 2314; re facilities at Taradale for
Timber-Royalty, 2547; Reserves, 2548.
issue of miners' rights, 2521; by Mr. SangTotalizator Bill, 974.
ster re tenders for portable batteries, 2779;
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill,
statement by Mr. Sangster, on motion .for
182 9, 1844, 1944, 196 7, 226 5, 2282, 2392,
adjournment of the House, 2833; subject
2394, 25 83, 2593, 2597, 2599, 2600, 2601,
discussed, 2836-53; statement by Mr. Bent re
2638, 26 39, 2642, 2643, 2647, 2650, 2653,
formulating charges against Ministers in con2656, 26 58 , 27 15, 27 17, 271.8, 273 1, 2920,
nexion with tenders for portable batteries,
293 2, 2941.
2865; by Mr. Prendergast, 2865; further
statement by Mr. Bent, 2882; adjournment Motions for the Adjournment of the Houseof House moved by Mr. Anstey to discuss
Proposed to enable honorable members to';
the subject, 2883; subject discussed, 2888ventilate public questions-By Mr. Sangster,
29° 2 ; statement by Mr. Bent re result of
re action of Government in importing a sandinquiry into allegations, 3324; question by
pumping dredge, 1109; by Mr. Hannah, re
Mr. Elmslie re residence areas at Berringa,
treatment of railway employes transferred
~o86; by Mr. Smitli re fencing in of abanfrom Locomotive Branch to Permanent Way,
doned shafts, 3114. (Set! also Surplus Re2055; by Mr. Outtrim, re enforcement of
venue Bill No. I.)
Thistle. Act, 2139; by Mr. Sangster, re
Minimum Wage.
(See Surplus Revenue Bill
tenders for portable quartz batteries, 2833;
No.2.)
by Mr. Anstey, 2884; by Mr. McCutcheon,
Ministers, Attendance of, to explain measures.
re Factories and Shops Acts Amendment
(See Standing Ord,ers Committee.)
Bill (Chinese Factories), 3255.
Ministries, Elective.
(See Elective Ministries.) Municipal Advances for Homesteads BillMint, Melbourne-Question by Mr. Beard re
Brought in by Mr. Anstey, and read first
appointment of inspector of bullion, 2<])86.
time, 2561-2; discharged from paper, 1.~31.
Municipal Elections (Adult Suffrage) 'jl3illBrought in by Mr. Colechin, and read first
MORRISSEY, Mr. JOHN (Warallga)
time, 8.~; discharged from paper, 3331.
Agent-General, 826.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill, Municipal Endowment and Cla!sification BillGovernor's message brought down, and reso17 2 9,
lution for appropriation adopte~ 1917; Bill
Carrum Advances Bill, 160~.
brought in by Mr. E. H. Cameron (Evelyn),
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 12 93, 147 8 ,
and read first time, 1937; discharged from
1487, 1493, 153S, 1608, 1615, 1618, 1623, 1628,
paper, 2521.
1641, 1650, 1652, 1654, 1662, 27 84, 28 73,
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill-Brought
2874, 28 77.
in by Mr. Bent, and read first time, 1669;
Conduct of Debate, 3 137.
second reading moved by Mr. Bent, 1709;
Country Schools, 92, 2470.
debated, 1710; Bill read second til!le •. 1713;
Development of Agriculture, 2548, 2549·
considered in Committee, 1713; third read"Education Department Estim.ates, 2470.
ing, 1720.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 15 27, 1531.
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Municipal Rating (Unimproved Value) BillBrought in by Mr. Holden, and read first
time, 83 i discharged from paper, 3331.
Municipal Subsidy-Return re allocation of subsidy to fourth, fifth, and sixth class shires
ordered, on motion of Mr. Robertson, 291;
presented, 778 ..
Municipalities, Duties of-Question by Mr. A. A.
Hillson, re duties imposed on municipalities
by legislation, 2253.
Murph)', Patrick, Case of.
(See lustice, Administration oJ.)
MURRAY, Mr. JOHN, Minister of Lands and
Minister of Agriculture (Warrnambool)
Agriculture Department-St. John's 'Vort, 93,
132; Soil Surveys, 708; Butter Shipments,
775; Butter Boxes, 776; Export of Produce, 851, 2566; Government Cool Stores,
2567, 2573; Oversea Markets for Hay and
Fodder, 1372; Show Exhibits, 1411 i Government Dairy Farms, 1522, 1806, 2566;
Alleged Incompetency of Experts, 1588,
2566; Instruction of Farmers in Judging
Stock and Grain, 1589; Shipping Agents,
1668; Salaries and Office Accommodation of
Chemist's Staff, 2563; Director of Agriculture, 2566; Spaying Expert, 2568; Dairying
Instruction, 2568; Secretary, 2569 ~ Uniform
Fruit Cases, 2778.
Agricultural Societies and Politics, 2372.
Anthrax, 852:
ApEointment of future State Governors, 352,
368 .
Artificial Manure Bill, 1969, 2067, 2068. 2521.
Artificial Manures Act 1897 Amendment Bill,
136, 1721, 17 28 .
Dutter Commissiqn's Report, 170.
Carrum Swamp Land-owners, 1668.
Closer Settlement Bill (No. I), 82, 137, 154.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 170, 216, 267,
12 73, 1281, 1310, 1405, 1410, 1471, 1475,
1482 , 1486 , 149 1, 149 2, 1493, 1494, 1495,
1496 , 1497, 1549, 1562, 1606, 1610, 1613,
1614, 1621, 1622, 1624, 1625, 1627, 1630,
1634, 16 37, 1647, 1649, 1651, 16.~2, 1653,
1654, 16 55, 1656, 1660, 1661, 1662, 1665,
1666, 1667, 1673. 1674, 1680,· 1683, 1684,
1687, 1688, 2781, 2786, 2787, 2866, 2867,
2869, 2870, 2871, 2872, 2875, 2878, 2881,
3062 , 306 3, 322 9, 3339, 3340 .
Despatch of Business, 155.
Dunolly Land Reserve Revocation Bill, 1808,
189 2 •
Forests Bill, 2567, 2568.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 603, 1524, 1530, 1532.
Frankston and Langwarrin Land Reserve Revocation Bill, 1808, 1894.
Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 1458.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 1871. 2064.
Inebriates Bill, 1770, 1771.
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land
Bill, 602, 710, 1697, 1699.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 82, 891, 3281,
3 28 4, 3 292, 3294, 3297,. 33 16 , 33 17, 33 19,
33 20 , ~121, 33 22 , 332~, 3124, 333 2, 3139·
Lands- Department-'Vurdi-Youang Rese~ve,
21S i Classification of Mortgaged Selections,
2.91; 'Water and Timber Reserves, 327:; Unfenced Selections, 415; Applicants for
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MURRAY, Mr. JOHN (continued)Fumina Blocks, 479 i Alleged Illegal Possession of Large Areas, 479; Grazing Area
Leases, 4.79; Surveys, 849; Noojee and .. Fumina Lands,. 8go, 1522, 1709; Maps and
Pamphlets re Crown Lands, 1339; Secretary's
Salary, 2528 i Bee Farming, 2533; Ringing
Timber on Grazing Areas, 2533; Selectors'
Arrears, 2533; Administration, 2533 i Office
Accommodation, 2533; Abolition of Vermin
Boards, 2534; Rabbit Extirpation, 2535;
Leongatha Labour Colony, 2536; Loans to
Koo-wee-rup Lease-holders, 2833.
Leather Export Trade, 1807.
Licensing Bill, 3281.
Maffra Beet-sugar Factory, 25 6 5.
Milk Supervision Bill, 328I.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 343.
Mysia Public Park Bill, 781, 1590 .
_.
Numurkah Race-course Site Sale Bill, 1605,
1760, 1761.
Parks and Gardens, 2534; Distribution of
Rose Cuttings and Plants, 25 62 Petitions from Railway Employes, 27 10 .
Poultry Export Trade, 851, 25 6 7.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 12 4.
Railway Department-Discharge of Casual
Employes, 157, 216; Treatment of Employes,
2061.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 299I.
Registration of Brands Bill, 2460 .
St. Arnaud Land Reserve Revocation Bill,
146 9, 1590 .
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 28 53,
3028 , 302 9, 3040 , 304 1, 3044, 3045.
State Forests, 93, 1896; Conservation, 25 61 ,
25.66 , 25 6 7 i Tree Planting. 2561, 25 62 ;
TImber Royalty, 2563; Conservator of
Forests, 2568.
State Nurseries-Distribution of Trees and
Shrubs, 2560.
Sto.ck Feeds Sale Bill, 1524, 306 4.
Supply of Hansard to Members, 602.
S~rplus Revenue Bill, 154, 155; Wattle Plantmg, 305; Walhalla Railway, 400; Minimum
Wage, 529.
Thistle Act, 2142.
Totali.zator Bill, 969'
Tungamah Race-c::Jurse Site Sale Bill, 160 5,
17 6 1.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 235 8 .
Unemployed, 2832.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill
IQ 67·

'

Wild Dogs Act 1901 Revival and Continuance
.Bill, 603, 1077.

Murray River--Vote for snagginO' Murray River
discussed in Committee of S~pl?ly, 253 6 .
Mysia Public Park Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Murray and read first time, 781; second
reading moved by Mr. Murray, 1590; Bill
rea? . second time, and passed through remammg stages, 1590.
Neerim, Railway communication with-Motion
by Mr. Bent to refer to Railways Standing Committee the question of railway communication with certain districts, including
Neerim, 3184; debated, 3187; agreed to,
3 21 4.
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Netherby, Railway communication with-Motion by Mr. Bent to refer to Railways
Standing Committee the question of railway communication with certain districts, including Netherby, 3184; debated, 3 18 7;
agreed to, 3214.
Newport \Vorkshops, Parliamentary visit to.
(See Railway Department.)
New Zealand Education System. (See Public
l nstruction.)
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill-Brought in by
Mr. Murray and read first time, 3040; second
reading moved by Mr. Bent, 3142; debated,
3142; Bill read second time, 3143; considered
in Committee, 3143; third reading, 3 145;
amendments by Legislative Council dealt
with, 3331.
Notices of Motion-M.otion by Mr. Bent that all
notices of motion remaining on the paper
be discharged, 3298; debated, 3298; agreed
to, 3299.
. Numurkah Race-course Site Sale Bill-Lieut.Governor's message, brought down, and resolution for appropriation adopted, 1605; Bill
brourrht in by Mr. Murray, and read first
time~ 1605; second reading moved by Mr.
Murray, 1760; Bill read second time, 17 61 ;
considered in Committee, 1761; third reading,
17 6 1.
I

O'Brien, William, Case of. (See Justice, Administration of.)
Observatory. (See Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
Old-Age Pensions-Question by Mr. Ki~kwood re
deduction of rent from old-age penSIOns, 3 25 ;
statement by M11.. Prendergast in Committee
of Supply re administration of Old-Age
Pensions Act, 829; subject discussed, 83 0 -1.
Mr. D. S. (Hampden)
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 589, 1540 , 161 3,
1644, 16 48 .
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1531.
Inebriates Bill, 1891.
Railway Construction-Leigh Road to Wickliffe Road, 321 3.
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 249 0 .
Surplus Revenue Bill-State School Buildings,
30 1.
Timber Royalty, 2553·

OMAN,

~pposition,

Leader of-Question ~y: Mr. Watt
re right of leader of the OPPosItIon to a seat
at the Table, 2210; ruling by the Speaker,
2210; subject discussed, 2226; further ruling
by the Speaker, 2226.

Mr. A. R. (Maryborough)
Appropriation Bill, 2943·
Arbor DaY, 326.
.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1480.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2i66,
2167, 24 14.
Electric Street Railwavs-Reference to Railways Standing Comn~ittee, 3 18 3.
Factor.ies and Shops Acts Amendment BillChinese Factories, 3 259·
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2004.
Inebriates Bill, 18go.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3287.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine
Act Amendment Bill, 12 34.

Ol'TTRD£,

Mr. A. R. (continued)Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 719, 787,
80 7, 906, gog, 1020, 1025, 1029) 1037, 1041,
1190 , 1214, 1239, 1241, 1352, 2398, 2412.
Payment of Electoral Registrars, 2420.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 2708, 27°9,
12 710 .
Railway Construction-Cohuna and Gunbower,
3 187.
Railway Freights, 844.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Bill, 136.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 45~.
State Forests-Timber for Mining, 93, 2543;
Timber Royalty; 2543.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
3016 .
.
Surplus Revenue Bill, IgO, 191; Melbourne
University, 21S; Railway Rolling-stock,
237; Forestry, 306.
Thistle Act, 2139.
Timber Conservation, 93, 25 29.
Unemployed, 2832.
Vvater Acts Consolidation and Amenament Bill,
1816, 2653, 2713, 29 29, 2990.

OUTTRIlII,

Outtrim Coal Mining Company-Statement by
Mr. Anstey re notice of motion, 148.
Parks and Gardens-Vote for parks and gardens
discussed in Committee of Sueply, 2534.
Parliament-Opening of the Session, 23; prorogation, .1340.
Parliament Buildings Committee-Appointed, 82;
report re admission of strangers to precincts
of the House, brought up and adopted, 1340
Parliament House, Exhibition Buildings-Report
of Standing Orders Committee re providing
writing desks for members in Assembly
Chamber brought up and adoBted, 325; yuestion by :Mr. Colechin, 860.
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Raitw~lys
-Statement by Mr. Bent, 86 j by Mr. Colechin, 87; Committee appointed, 1188. Reference of Subjects to Committee-Railway extension in Mallee country to north-ea:;t of
Lake Tyrrell, 1341; railway communication
with vVoolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson, 1929-.16; railway line from Strathmerton to Tocumwal, 2384; railway communication with Richardson Valley; 2461;
construction of an electnc street railway
from Port Melbourne to St. Kilda, and
towards Elwood, 3179; construction of electric street railways a::; feeders to existing
suburban railways, 3179; railwav communication with following dishicts an-d "loading"
the land enhanced in value thereby-N etherby, Tolmie, Alexandra, Hurst's Bridge (Diamond Creek), Neerim, and Dartmoor, :Mumbannar, and towards Mount Gambier, 3184.
Reports brought up-Re connecting main
Gippsland and the Great Southern lines of
railway, 1372; re loading lands in Beech
Forest, 205.1; re Forrest to Barramunga railway extension, 2055; re railway communication with Tocumwal, 2314, 2459.
PEACOCK, Sir A. J. (Allandale)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1881.
Agent-General, 823.
Appointment of Future State Governors, .166.
Assembly and Council Electoral Boundaries
Acts, 16:~0.
Ballarat 'Vater Comm:ssion Bill, 3061.
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PEACOCK, Sir A. J. (continued)Sir A. J. (continued)Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill, 2789.
Budget, 1993.
Railways Special Funds Application Hill
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill, 2996.
308 5, 3254.
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 2467.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1139, 1407,
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill ..
1489, 1501 , 1547, 1549, 1555, 1607, 1610,
300 7, 3012 , 301 3.
1613, 1615, 1617, 1636 , 2784.
Secretary for Lands, 2529.
Cold Storage on Government Property, 947.
State
Forests-Conservation of Timber, 2540;
Conduct of Debate, 2354.
Timber Royalty, 2540.
Constitution Act 1903-Council's Power of SugStock Feeds Sale Bill, 3061.
gestion in Money Bills, 1343.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 133, 173. 186, 187, 190,
Daily Hansard, 89.
Days and Hours ,of Meeting, 77_8, 2254·
439, 44 0 , 44 1, 443; Roads and Bridges, 194 i
'Water Con5ervation and Irrigation, 200,
Despatch of Busmess, 1895, 2924, 3 11 3, 3214,
315; Public Library Buildings, 220; Colling3 268 .
Education Department-State School Curricuwood Railway Drain, 223; St. Arnaud Main
Roads, 223; Inglewood Main Drain, 223;
lum, 2472; Payment by 'Results, 2472; Main'Vorkmen's Homes, 224; Railway Rollingtenance of State Schools, 2473.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 185.
stock, 233, 234, 29 2 ; Charlton ''Veir, 295;
Election of Speaker,s.
Sewerage 'Works, 302; Forestry, 306; CounElectric Street Railways-Reference to Railtry Free Libraries, 313; Walhalla Railway,
ways Standing Committee, 3181, 3182.
3 18 , 3 22 ; Sunbury 'Vaterworks, 434; CounExecutors Company's Act Further Amendment
cil's Suggestion, 1343.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3148.
Bill, 3131.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2848.
Tobacconists Bill, 172 I, 201 I.
Bill, 3048.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
Totalizator Bill, 781.
Transfer of Land BiB, 1691.
30 50 , 3053, 3054, 3057, 305E; Chinese Factories, 3257.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 1444, 2356, 2362.
Government Appointments in Victoria-RestricVotes on Account, 88.
tion to Local Residents, 1456.
'Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 1947, 196 5, 2277, 2395, 27 14, 2738,
Bill, 2065.
2742, 2745, 29 28 , 2940 , 2942, 2988.
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 605.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill, 2014,
201 9.
Importation of a Sand-pumping Dredge, lII5. .Penal Establishments-Vote for penal establishments and goals discussed in Committee of
Income Tax Bill, 2862.
Supply, 2424; statement by Mr. Livingston
Income Tax Rates, 1671.
re prison reform, 2421:; by Mr. vVatt, 2424;
Inebriates Bill, 1891.
by Mr. Graham, 2427"; by Mr. Thomson:
Instruments Act Further Amendment Bill, 1597.
24 28 .
Leave of Absence to Mr. Irvine, 84.
Perkins, Horace, Case of.
(See Justice, pdLicences Renewal BiH, 2525.
ministration oj.)
Licensing Bill, 1873, 2864, 2998, 3 220 , 3273,
Personal Explana.tions - By Mr. Downward,
32 74.
170; by Mr. Colechin, 239; by Mr. Sangster.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
_ (No.2), 743.
557; by Mr. J. Cameron, 638 i br Mr. Hannah, 1631; by Mr. Prendergast, 1632; by Mr.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Bromley, 1632; by Mr. H. S. Bennett, 1"175:
Amendment Bill, 233.
by Mr. Bowser, 1897;. by Mr. Watt) 2052;
Melbourne Tramways Trust Inyestments Bill,
by Mr. Boyd, 2054; by Mr. Fairbairn, 2054,.
3060 .
by Mr. Beazley, 2383.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 343, 734,
(See Justice, Adminis784, 788 , 793, 80 9, 89 2, 893, 894, 89i, 90 7, Peters, James, Case of.
tration oj.)
1021, 1027, 1033, 1036, 1045, II35, II39; 1200,
(See Justice"
1206, 1207, 1212, 12 20, 1240, 1242, 1344, Petersen, Harold P., Case of.
Administration oj.)
1347, 1350 , 135 1, 1355, 135 8, 239 8 , 2399, 24 01 ,
Petitions-From vV-. V. McCormick, 216; 1'e
2402 .
giving effect to the expressed wish of the
Mines Department-Search licences, 849; surelectors in reference to Scripture lesson~
vey fees, 849.
in State Schools, and Jmblishing a.nalysis
Mining Industry-Railway freights on timber,
of voting on referendum/-370, ~P5, 564, 778,
89, 849, 2854; timber for mines, 2540.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1710,
810, 891, 945, 101 9, 1I07, II8i, 12 72, 1340 ,
1372, 14 13, 1468, 15 23,- 1589,' 1632, 1669,
17 1 3, 17 1 4.
Opening of Public Library on Sundays, 25:.!2.
17 0 9, 1749, 180 7, 1993, 21 39, 2254, 23 8 3,
Petitions from Railway Employes, 2711.
2460, 2781, 3040; against abolition of Min, Private Members' Business, 891, 2661.
ing Boards, 520, 1187; against the TotaliPrivilege-The Age Newspaper, 128.
zator Bill, 945; from Christopher Sparling.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 613.
1107; against the opening of the Public
Railwa), Construction-Walhalla, 318, 322;
Library, Museum, and Art Galleries on
\'Voolomai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson,
Sundays, II87, 1371.; re Licensing BilL
1932; Reference to Railways Standing Com2138; from James Fairhurst, 2460 i rc
mittee of Seven Proposed Lines in globo,
'Vater Acts Amendment and Consolidation
Bill, 2460; from Hawkers' and Dealers'
:3190 .
Railwav Department-Retirement of Officers
Association of Victoria, 2577; re hours of
under Sixty, 950; Closing Country Workwork, and method of pay of locomotive
shops, 2814; Signalmen's Hours, 2814.
engine-men, 2577, 2628, 2708, 2781.
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Petitions,
Procedure in Connexion withStatement by Ml'. Gaunson re presentation
of petitions from railway employes by members other than the representatives of the
railway service, 2709;' subject debated,
27 0 9; ruling by the Speaker, 27 11.
pioneers, Allowances to-Question b~
Mr.
Bromley, re allowances to aged pIOneers,
848.
Police Court Site-Question by Mr. Lemmon, re
site for new City Police Court, Melbourne,
1439·
Police-Question by Mr. McGregor re alleged
dissatisfaction in police force, 65;. statement by Mr. J. W. Billson re detectIOn of
crime, and efficiency of police force, ~o;
by Mr. Gaunson, 682, 944, 1106; questIon'
by Mr. Gaunson, re case of Senior-constable Jones, 1106; vote f~r Police Department discussed in CommIttee of Supply,
24 21 -4.
Police 'Regulation Act Amendment BillBrought in by Mr. Gaunson, and read first
time, 2431; aischarged from paper, 333 1.
Port Melbourne Lagoon-Question by Mr.
Sangster, re nuisance caused by lagoon dock,
1340 ; statement by Mr. Sangster, re necessity of cleaning out lagoon, 2188; by Mr.
E. H. Cameron (Evelyn), 2189; by Mr.
Boyd, 2189.
(See also Surplus Revenue
Bill, No. I.)
Port Melbourne Railway Pier.
(See Railway
Department.)
Ports and Harbors-Statement by Mr. Fairbairn, re management of ports and harbors,
92; by Mr. Lemmon, 9.1·
Postal and Telegraph De.partment {Fed~ral)
Question by Mr. Beara, re classIfication of
telegraph operators and postal assistants,
326 .
(See also Transferred Officers.)
Poultry Export Trade.
(See Produce, Export

of.)
Premier, Attendance of, in the Council Chamber. (See Surplus Revenue Bill, No. I.)

PRENDERGAST, Mr. G. M. (North Melbourne)
Administration and Probate Duties Bill, 1881,
1882.
Administration of Justice-Witnesses in Prison
Garb, 457; Case ~f Patrick ~~rphy, 4~7;
Treatment of Pnsoners AwaItmg Tnal,
243 0 ; Imprisonment of Lascar Seamen,
262 7.
Agent-General, 820, ,825, 2996 .
Alexandra Park Bill, 1772, 1774·
Appointment of Future State Governors, 36 7.
Appropriation Bill, 2945! 2946 , 2947·
Artificial Manures Act 18.97 Amendment Bill,
1723, 17 24.
Bail Bonds, 24 23, 2494·
Budget, 2068, 2316, 23 25.
Business-Order of, 682, 747, 860, 10 77, 1139,
1315, 2151, 2761; Despafch of, 2761, 3086.
Butter Commission, 17I.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1599, 1604, 16 72.
Chairman of Committees, 133·
Church of England Law Further Amendment
Bill, 2'997.
Close of the Session, 33.34·

PRE~DERGAST,

Mr. G. M. (continued)Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 278, 4 81 •
12 74, 12 90 , 12 92, 140 9, 1496 , 1497, 1506 , 155 1,
1552, 1562, 1613, 1618, 1621, 1623, 162r.;,
1635, 1642, 1646~ 1648~ 1651, 1652, 16 53,
1656, 16~7, 1663, 166.5, 1666, 1667, 16 78,
1682, 1685, 2783, 2786, 2787, 2867, 28 72,
2880, 3230.
.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
2156, 2161, 2163, 2164, 2166, 2197.
Commons and Forest Reserves, 1895.
Dairying Companies Act 1900 Further Amendment Bill, 1734, 1735.
Disturbances at Election Meetings, 279.
Eig~t Hours' Anniversarx Celebration CommIttee, 141.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 186.
Election of Speaker, II.
Electric Street Railways-Reference to Railways Shnding Committee, 3180.
Estimates, 2575.
Evidence Law Amendment Bill (No.2), 1994.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 3132.
Exhibition Building, 2430.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3057; Chinese Factories, 3260.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 15 29, 1530, 1531.
Government ·Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 946, 1468, In6,
Government Labour Bureau, 1704.
Government Statist, 2420.
Governor's Speech, 66.
Gunbower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2010.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
2015, 2022, 2023, 2026.
Illness of Officers of Parliament, 2985.
Income Tax Bill, 1887, 19.93, 2857, 2903, 2907.
Income Tax Rates, 1671.
Inebriates Bill, 1764, 1766, li67, 1768, 1769,
1770, 1771, 1888.
Infectious Diseases Hospital, 2187, 2521.
In.struments Act Further Amendment Bill,
1440 , 159 1, 1594, 1595, 1597·
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 344, 349, 1302.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3141,
3 21 5, 3216 , 321 7, 3219., 3220 .
Land Ads Amendment Bill, 3297, 3316, 3317,
33 19, 33 20 , 33 22 , 33 23.
Legal Practitioners Reciprocity Act 1903
Amendment Bill (No. I), 250.
Leongatha Labour Colony-Case of James
Beck, 2577.
Licensing Bill, 1872, 1878, 2150, 2151.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1746 .
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.2) 74 1, 746 , 74i.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
(No.3), 1076.
Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Site Sale Bill,
168 9.
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 2578, 2582.
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments Bill,
3060 .
Milk Supervision Bill, .~324, 3330.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 739,
790 , 79 1, 79 2, 797, 7.99, 800, 925, 9 26 , 93 2,
1046 , 105 1 , 1134, 135 6 .
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1710,
li l 5, 17 17, 17 20 .
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3143, 3145.

LEGISL4TIVE ASSEMBLY.

PRENDERGAST, Mr. G. M. (continued)Old-age Pensions, 829.
Overtime in Dressmaking Trade, 1895.
Pairs, 638.
Parks and Gardens-Rose Cuttings and
Flower Seeds, 2538.
Personal Explanation-The Age Newspaper
Reports, 1632.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 2710.
Police Travelling Allowances, 2423.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 123; the
Age and the Labour Party, 775.
Pufilic Debt Con.version Bill, 6II, 613, 614.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 150, 2522,
25 2 3.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 2760,
2761, 3 268 .
Rabbit Export Trade-Secret Commissions,
15 88 .
Railway Construction-Walhalla, 407; Wool amai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson, 1929;
Richardson Valley, 2465.; Reference to
Standing Committee of Se\ en Proposed Lines
in globo, 3191.
Railway Department-Grain Freights, 327;
Employes' Pensions, 85 2, 854, 857; Retirement of Officers under Sixty, 950, 952,
1736; Country Train Service, 1437; Treatment of Employes, 2062, 2664; Finances,
2664; Allowance for Carriage of Wheat and
Coal, 2665; Auditing Accounts, 2666; Sales
of Stores, 2666; Eight Hours Principle,
2823, 2856.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2909, 2912, 299 2, 3295.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment Biil, 136, 445.
Real Property Bill, 1061, 1063, 1064, 1076,
130 5, 1309, 13 10 , 13 12 , 134 2, 1361 , 136 3,
200 3.
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 829,
24 84.
Russian Bailic Fleet-Attack on North Sea
Trawlers,' 2708.
St. Kilda Abattoirs Reserve Revocation Bill,
27 12 .
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 2950, 30IO, 3012.
Seat at the Table, 2226.
Secretary for Lands, 2528.
Sessional Arrangements-Private
Members'
Business, 137, 603: 1~43, 1895, 2761; Days
and Hours of Meeting.. 2027, 2255.
Sewering of North Melbourne State Schools,
1992.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3029,
3040 , 304 1, 3045.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 450, 481.
State School Teachers Bill, 2207, 2208.
Statistics Collection Bill, .154, 556, 557.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
3027, 3028 .
Surplus Revenue Bill, 133, 154, 155, 177,
187, 191; Water Conservation and Irrigation, 199, 200; Mining Development and
Boring, 201, 203; Flinders-street Railway
Station, 208; Erectric Conveyers, 210, 214,
411, 415, 42.1; 'Vorkmen's Homes, 225;
Railway Rollii-ig-stock,. 254; Agricultural
Society's Show-rooms, 303; Forestry, 310,
112; Mirboo and Leongatha-road, 314 ;
Consumptives Sanatorium, :~83; Portarlington Breakwater, 387; "Walhalla Railway,
407; Williamstown Railway Yard, 409;
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PR~NDERGAST,

Mr. G. M. (continued)Elwood Swamp, 428, 430, 433; State Brickworks, 439, 440; Minimum Vlage, 524; Evidence taken at the Bar of the Legislative
Council, 1187.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3156.
Tanner's Glucosl:;, 2459, 2460.
Technical EducationJ 2485".
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2844, 2853,
286 5, 2883, 2888, 2899, 2901, 2902.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1734.
Tobacconists Bill, 1721, 2011.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
2170, 2174, 2176.
Tree Planting, 2537.
University Bill, 2217.
University of Melbourne Royal Commission
-Mr. Fink, 373, 642.
Voting by Post Acts Continuance Bill, 299 6 .
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1434, 1435, 1963, 1964, 1967, 1968,
260 3, 2604, 262 9, 263 1, 26 33, 2634,2636,
2637, 2646 , 2660, 27 15, 2751, 2941.
Water Supply Special Funds Applicqtion
Bill, 3079.
WeIshpool Tramway Dill" 605, 606, 610, 1533.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration Bill,
18 92 •
Women's Suffrage Bill, 3114.

Printing Committee - Appointed, 82; report
brought up, 3178.
Prison Reform. (See Penal Establishments.)
Privilege-Motion" by Mr. Gaunson that Mr. J.
W. Packer, publisher of the Age newspaper,
attend the House next day in consequence
of his having published in that newspaper
certain words in a report of the mover's
speech re the publicatIOn of a daily Hansard, 120; seconded by Mr. Bromley, 122'
~ebated.' 123; debate adjourned, 131; mo~
hon WIthdrawn, 170; statement by Mr.
Prendergast .re allegations made by Age
newspaper WIth respect to the Labour Party,
775; by the Speaker, 775; statement by Mr.
Colechin re alleged misrepresentation by Age
newspaper, 1898; by Mr. Watt, 2052; by Mr.
Boyd, 2054.
Produce, Export of-Statement by Mr. Robertson re ~overnment supervision of exports,
9 1 ; questIon by Mr. Argyle re inspection of
butter for export, 775; re experiments as to
export butter-boxes, 776; by Mr. Mackinnon
re poultry export trade, 851; return re receipts ane! expenditure of Agricultural Department III connexion with cold storage' and
export of frozen produce ordered, on motion
of Mr. Ewen Cam~ron (Glenelg), 947; presente.d, 1272.; questIOns by Mr. Robertson rc
openmg up oversea markets for hay and
compressed fodder, 13.19, 1371, 1437; oy Mr.
Prendergast re alleged secret commission in
connexion with freights on rabbits sent to
London, I ~88; by Mr. Bromley re shipping
agents, 1668; by Mr. Harris re leather export trade, 1807; subject of development of
export trade discussed in Committee of Supply, 254c), 255 8 , 2562, 2566. 2573; CJ.uestion
by Mr. Mornssey' re cost of Govt!rnment cool
stores, 254C); statement by Mr. Murray, 25 6i;
vote for development of export trade discussed in Committee of Supply, 257 0 .
Public Accounts, Committee of-Appointee! 2j;
report brought up, 3254.
' ,
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Public Debt Conversion Bill-Governor's mes- Public Service-Statement by Mr. Bowser re
sage brought down, and resolution for apforfnightly payment of salaries and wages,
1897; return re sexagenarians and temporary
propriation adopted, 133; Bill brought in by
employes ordered, on motion of Mr.
Mr. Bent and read first time, 133; second
reading moved by Mr. Swinburne, 6I1; Bill
McGregor, 2383; presented, 2866; subject of
salary of Secretary for Lands discussed in
read second time, 613; considered in Committee, 613; third reading, 614.
Committee of Suppl.JJ 2527; question by
Mr. Levien re position of Acting Secretary
Public: Instruction-Statement by l'Ih. Morrissey
re school charges in sparsely populated disfor Agriculture, 2569. (See also Appointments, Government.)
tricts, 92; by M.r. Bent in Committee of SuppI y re religio.us instruction in State Schools Public Service Acts Amendment Bill-Brought
before and after school hours, 815; question
in by Mr. Gaunson and read first time, 946;
second reading moved by Mr. Gaunson,
by Mr. Prendergast, 829; subject of reli2760; Bill read second time, 2760; consigious instruction further discussed in Comdered in Committee, 3268; third reading,
mittee of Supply, 2467, 2468, 2484, 2486;
statement bv Mr. Bent re maintenance of
32 72 •
school buildIngs by municipalities, 816; ques- Public Service Fees Bill-Brought in by Mr.
, Bent and read first time, 1871; discharged
tion by Mr. Ha~ris re report of Director of
from paper, 3272.
Education on New Zealand education system, 1708; by Mr. Livingston re instruction Public 'Works Department-Question bv Mr.
Harris re Noojee and Fumina roads, 290 ,
in dairying in State Schools, 1709; return
70 9; by Mr. Hannah re statements made by
re payments by parents of State School
Mr. Marsden, Public Works Architect, re
pupils ordered, on motiun of Mr. Graham,
day labour in New South Wales, 1339; by
• 1871; presented, 1993; votes for Education
Mr. .Prendergast re sewering of State
Department discussed in Committee of SupSchools, 1992. (See also Surplus Revenue
pI y, 2466-90: question by Mr. Boyd re work
Bill No. I.)
of truant officers, 2466; 'subject of maintenance of and repairs to State Schools discussed in Committee of Supply, 2467, 2470, Questions Involving Returns-Ruling by the
Speaker, 478.
2473, 2475; statement by Mr. Keogh re contributions by parents of State School pupils,
2468; by Mr. Bent, 2468; subject further Rabbits-Stateme~t by Mr. Colechin re vote for
extirpation of rabbits, 87; by Mr. Thomson,
discussed, 2469; statement by Mr. Keogh re
88; vote discussed in Committee of Supply,
salarIes of monitors, 2469; subject of State
School curriculum discussed in Committee of
2534·
Supply, 2467, 2471-90; statement by Mr. Railway Con~tru.ction.. (See 'Alexandra, Railway
CommunzcatlO1t wzth; Bruthen, Railway ComGaunson re salaries of State School teachers,
munication with; Dartmoor and Mumbannar
2478; by Mr. Bent, 2478; by Mr. Downward
Railway Communication with; Electric Street
re provision for 'instruction of children in
Railways; Forrest to Barramunga Railway
sparsely settled districts, 2481; by Sir AlexExtension; Gippsland Railway and the Great
ander Peacock re abolition of payment by
Sout~ern. Lz'1zeJ Hurst's Bridge, Railway Com.
Tesuits, 2472; by Mr. Prendergast, 2485;
mzmz~atlOn wz.tlz,· Mallee Railway Extension;
'subject of agricultural education discussed
N eerzm, Razlway
Communication
with;
in Committee of Supply, 2545, 2557, 2559.
N ~therby, Railway Communication with;
(See also Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.) R~chardson Valley, Railway Communicati01z
Public Libraries-Statement by Mr. Lawson re
7mth;. Stratll1,!erton to Tocumwal Ra"ilway;
grant to country libraries, 89; question by
Tolmle,
Razlway
Communication with;
Mr. Lawson, 776. (See also Surplus Revenue
Welshpool Tramway Bill; and W oolamai,
Bill No. I.)
San Remo, and Cape Patterson Railway.)
Public Library, National Museum, and Art Gal- Railway D~partment-Statement by Mr. Keogh
leries-Motion by Mr. Bromley affirming dere ~ubsldy to Department for carriage of
sirability of opening on Sundays, "provided
gram and· coal, 87_; by Mr. Colechin,
that no employe shall be required to work
87; subject discussed in Committee of
seven days per week, or on any Sunday
Supply, 2665, 2678; statement by Mr.
against his conscience," 148; debated, 1.50;
Dent re parliamenfary visit to Newport
motion amended by inserting the words
workshops, 291; question by Mr. LemmoTl,
"from one o'clock p.m. till five," 153;
4 14; by Mr. Hannah, 411; by Mr. Watt,
debate adjourned, 154; debate resuIlled,
1'e report on electrification of suburban rail1751; motion as amended agreed to,
ways, 1588; Annual Report of Railways
1760; motion by Mr. Bent, "That a
C;ommissioners laid on the table, 1806; quessum not exceeding £100 be granted to His
tIon by Mr. McCutcheon re establishment of
Majesty on account of or towards defraying
printing-office in Railway Department, 2253;
the followinf?: service for the year 1904-5 : s~atement by Mr. McCutcheon, .2675; quesPublic Library, Museum, and National GaltIOn by Mr. Solly re accident at Korumlery, £100," 2522; debated, 2522; agreed to,
burra to Mr. A . .T. Le Blocq, 2253; by Mr.
2522. (See also Consolidated Revenue Bill
Lemmon re minimum wage conditions in
NO.5, and Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
contracts with Messrs. Long and Company,
Public Officers Retirement Bill-Governor's mes2253, 2460; statement by Mr. Lemmon re
sage brought clown, and resolution for apomission of minimum wage conditions in
propriation acloptcr!, 781; Bill brought in
railway contracts,. 2799; payment to Departby Mr. Bent and read first time, 781; sement for free passes to Members of Parliacond reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 1699;
ment, &c., discussed in Committee of Supdebated, lioo; Bill read second time, 1701;
ply, 2497, 26 79; Estimates of Railwav Dedischarged from paper, 2521.
partment discuss~d in Committee of Supply,
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Department (continued)2661-85, 2791, 2824; statement by Mr. Bent
re financial position of Railway Department,2661; by Mr. "Tatt re system of keeping railway accounts, 2671; by Mr. Boyd,
2678; by Mr. Prendergast re sale, privately,
of old metal, 2666;, by Mr. Mackinnon,
2677 ; by Mr. Bailes, in Committee of Supply,
re transference ot repanmg .work from
country centres to Newport workshops, 2670;
amendment, by Mr. McGregor, to reduce
vote for Railway Department by £1 as an
indication of disapproval of {, the policy of
the Department in . closing up provincial
workshops," 2672; debated, 2793, 2801,
2805, 2810, 2812-20; amendment withdrawn,
2820; statement by Mr. Kirkwood, 2822;
by Mr. Boyd re guarantee to Railway Department by trustees of Spring Vale Cemetery, 2679; by Mr. Gaunson re "running the
railways absolutely free," 2793; by Mr.
Sangster re erection of new railway pier
at Port MelboUI'lle, 2821; question by Mr.
Gaunson re utilizing empty trucks returning
to Gippsland by loading them with road
metal broken "in the gaols, 2856; by Mr. H.
S. Bennett re granting free ra'ilway passes
to surviving participants n the Eureka Stockade, 2986.
'
Coal, Carriage oi-Statement by Mr. Keogh
re subsidy for carriage of Victorian coal, 87 ;
question by Mr. Hannah, 1438.
Coal Contracts-Question by Mr. Livingston
re tests of coal from New Extended Company,
Korumburra, 1707; return re Newcastle coal
supplies ordered, on motion of Mr. Downward, 2055; presented, 2254; staFemen! by
Mr. Gaunson re obtaining coal from outside
Victoria for railway purposes, 2798; by Mr.
Watt, 2816; by Mr. Colechin, 2819; by Mr.
Sangster, 2820.

Compensation and Pension Rights-Statement by Mr. Hannah re case of Mr. Cherry,
94; by Mr. Bent, C)6; subject of , railway employes' pensions discussed in Committee, of
Supply, 8.12-9; statement by Mr. Fairbairn
re case of Mr. Love, 2672; by Mr. Mackinnon, 2677; by Mr. Solly, 2682; by Mr.
Gaunson re the law relating to compensation
and pension rights, 2794.
Employes-Statement by Mr. Solly re pay
of line repairers, 88; by Mr. Bent, 95; by
Mr. Solly, 2680; by Mr. Beard, 2791; by
Mr. Sangster, 2821; by MI'. Hannah, 2822;
statement by Mr. Solly re housing accommodation of employes, 88; by Mr. Bent, 96;
by Mr. Solly re compensation of employes
injured while on duty, 88;
by Mr.
Bent, 96; by Mr. Solly re payment for
overtime, 88; by Mr. J. V·l. Billson re adoption of eight hours principle, 90; by Mr.
Hannah, 95; by Mr. Ha~1llah re reemployment of dismissed stnker!:>. 95; by
Mr. Bent, 95; by Mr. G. H. Bennett, 2683;
by Mr Gaunson, 2792; by Mr. Elmslie,
2~p'o; further statement bi Mr G.
H.
Bennett, 3340; statement by Mr. Hannah re
number of casual employes out of employment, t56; by M'r. Toutc~er, 157; by Mr.
McGregor, 157; question by Mr. Hannah re
hours of engine-drivers, signalmen, &c., 168;
statement by Mr. Hannah, 2673; by Mr.
Bent, 2808; question by Mr. H. S. Bennett
re hours and wages at Newport workshops,
168; by Mr. Mc_Gre~or (for Mr. Bailes) re
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Railway Department (continued)hours of labourers at Korong Vale, 169; return re promotion of officers ordered, 01'1
motion of Mr. Solly, 216; presented, 1669;
return re sexagenarians ordered, on motion
of Mr. Solly, 216; presented, 2254; question
by Mr. Smith re case of Driver Flynn, 290;
by Mr. Hannah re wages of permanent-way
repairers, 414; statements by Mr,. Hannah,
8I1, 2673; by Mr. Solly, 2680; question by
Mr. Solly re case of G. Brown, 564; motion
by Mr. Solly for return of papers in connexion with the removal from office of G.
Brown, C)48; debated, 948; negatived, 948;
motion by Mr. Solly for return re retirement of officers under 60, 948; debated, 949;
debate adjourned, 952; statement by Mr.
Bent, 1736; motion discharged from paper,
3331; question by Mr. Hannah re compelling
porters and others who worked on Sundays
to take corresponding time off during the
week, 1271; statement _by Mr. Hannah (on
motion for adjournment of the House) re
treatment of employes transferred from locomotive branch to permanent way, 2055; subject discussed, 2057-64; statement by Mr.
Elmslie, in Committee of Supply, re apnlication of factory legislation to railway employes, 2420; by Sir Samuel GillOtt, 2431;
return of papers in connexion with case of
J. J. Ellis, late engine-driver, ordered, on
motion of :Mr. Hunt, 2460; hours and wages
of railway employes discussed in Committee
of Supply, 2661-85, 2791, 2824; statement
by Ivlr. Hannah re fortnightly payment of
railway employes, 2673; by Mr. Gaunson,
2793; by Mr. Solly re adoption of premium
system at Newport workshops, 2681; by Mr.
Morrissey re salary of officer in chan,:e of
transportation of live stock, 2684; by Mr.
Smith re alleged unfair treatment of railway
employes, because <?f, their conn ex ion with
the recent strike, 2802; amendment by Mr.
Prendergast, after third reading of Appropriation Bill, to insert in the Schedule
"That, in the opinion of this House, eight
hours should be recognised as a day's labour
in the service of the Railway Department,"
2945; debated, 2947; withdrawn, 2947·
Freights and Fares.-Statement by Sir
Alexander Peacock, re freight on mining
timber, 89; by Mr. Outtrim, 93; further
statement by Sir Alexander Peacock, 2854;
by Mr. Bailes, 2855; statement by Mr.
Levien, re freights on farm produce and
firewood, 90; by Mr. Bent, 96; by Mr.
McBride, re freight on timber and firewood,
845; by Sir Alexander Peacock, 849; subject discussed, 849-50; question by Mr.
Livingston, re prepayment of freight for
gravel, 944; by Mr. McKenzie, re excursion
fares from Melbourne to country shows,
1053, II87; by Mr. Carlisle, 1439; by Mr.
Boyd, re freight on compressed fodder,
Iq92; statement by Mr. Keogh, in Committee
of Supply, re tapering rates for' carliage of
goods, 2668; by Mr. Keast, 2682. (See also

Grain Traffic.)
Goods Traffic.-Return re tonnage of goods
carried l by early goods trains to Ballarat
and Bendigo ordered, on motion of Mr.
H. S. Bennett, I~23; presented, 1633 ;
statement by Mr. Keogh, re carriage of
perishable products, 2669; by Mr. Smith,
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Railway Department (continued)Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill No. ~
re runniI!.g of early newspaper trains from
(continued)Melbourne, 2801; by Mr. Bailes, 2811; by
adopted, 1878; second reading moved by
Mr. McCutcheon, 2812.
Mr~ Bent, 2788; debated, 2789; Bill dis.
charged from paper, 2791.
Grain Traffic.-Question by Mr. Beard,
re weight of bags of grain, 132; by Mr. Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.2)
Prendergast re grain freights in :New' South
-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
time, 2791; second reading moved by Mr.
Wales and Victoria, 327; statement by Mr.
Graham, in Committee of Supply, re allowBent, 2g09; debated, 2909; Bill' read
second time, 2910; considered in Committee,
ance to Department for carriage of grain
at reduced rates, 840; subject discussed,
29 11 , 299 1 ; third reading, 3076; amend840-8; subject further discussed in Comments after third reading, 3076; amend.
mel1ts by Legislative Council dealt with,
mittee of Supply, 2495-7, 2665; statement
by Mr. Morrissey, re establishment of railway
3 2 95.
weighbridges for grain, 2684; by Mr. Railways Special Funds Application BillBrought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
Levien re providing better facilities for the
time, 2987; second reading moved by Mr.
export of grain at Geelong, 2855; by Mr.
Bent, 3084; debated, 3085, 3254; Bill read
Hutchinson, 2855; by Mr. Bent, 2856.
second time, 3255; considered in Committee,
Rolling-stock.-Questions by Mr. Lemmon
3255; third reading, 3255.
re contract for manufacture of crank axles,
777 ; re construction of locomotives at Railways Standing Committee. (See Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways.)
Phrenix Foundry and Newport Workshops,
1707; motion by Mr. Bent fqr appointment Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
of Select Committee, "to inquire into and
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
report upon the wages paid, the hours
time, 135; second reading moved by Mr.
worked, and generally on the cost of making
Bent, 136; debated, 136, 444; Bill' read
railway locomotives at the Phrenix Foundry,
second time, 444; considered in Committee,
Ballarat, and at the Newport Railway
444; third reading, 445; amendment recomWorkshops," 1927; debated, 1927; agreed to,
mended by the Governor adopted, 708 .
1929. (See also Surplus Revenue Bill Real Property Bill-Received from Legislative
NO.1.)
Council, and read first time, 739; second
reading moved by Mr. Bent, 1053; debated,
Train Service.-Question by Mr. A.
1053; Bill read second time, 1061; conA. Billson re restricted train service in
sidered in Committee, 1062, 1304; amendcountry districts, and late arrival of trains,
ments on report, .1362; Bill read third time,
II05; by Mr. H. S. Bennett re cost of
1363; messages from Legislative Council
running early country trains for conveyance
dealt with, 2000-3, 2575, 2902, 3076.
of metropolitan newspapers, 1106, 1338; re
appointment of a Committee of Inquiry to Refreshment Rooms Committee--Question by
investigate cost of running early newspaper
Mr. G. H. Bennett, 24; committee aptrains from Melbourne, 1412; statement by
pointed, 82.
Mr. Lawson, in Committee of Supply, re Religious Instruction in State Schools. (See
slow running of country trains, 1436; subPublic Instruction.)
ject discussed, 1436-7; statement by Mr. Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No. I)-Brought
Bent, 1438; questions by Mr. Lawson re
in by Mr. 'Colechin, and read first time,
slow running of passenger trains on Ben349; Bill ruled by the Speaker to be out of
digo line, 1706, 1806; statement by Mr.
order, 2757; discharged from paper, 2757.
Smith, 2802; by Mr. Bailes, 2811; return Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No. 2)-Motion by
re revenue earned by 7.35 a.m. train from
Mr. Bent, fixing licensing fees chargeable
Seymour to Melbourne, ordered, on motion
under Bill, 2757; debated, 2757; agreed to,
of Mr. Hunt, 1632.
2759; Bill brought in by Mr. Colechin, and
Way and Works-Statement by Mr.
read first time, 2759; discharged from paper,
Keogh re expenditure on "belated repairs,"
3.331.
87; by Mr. Toutcher re relaying line between Richardson Valley, Railway Communication
Stawell and Horsham, 157; question by Mr.
with-Question by Mr. Watt, 2057; motion
by Mr. Bent, "that the question of con·
Toutcher, 216; by Mr. Colechin re repairs
necting the Richardson Valley by means of
on Geelong to Ballarat line, 479; by Mr.
a railway with the existing railway system,
A. A. Billson re erection of new station
::md of loading the land enhanced in value
at Spencer-street, 1271; by Mr. Hannah re
by the construction of the railway, be redelay in preparing plans for new Flindersferred to the Parliamentary Standing Comstreet Statlon, lUg; sta~ement by >Mr.
mittee on Railways for inquiry and report,'"
Keast re railway shed at Ferntree Gully,
2461; debated, 2462; agreed to, 2466.
2683. (See also Surplus Revenue Bill
NO.1.'
River Frontages-Statement by Mr. Thomson re'
leasing of river frontages, 88.
Railway Loan Application BIll -Brought in by
Mr. Bent, and read first time, 2g87; second
reading moved by Mr. Bent, 3080; Bill ROBERTSO:\l, Mr. A. R. (Bulla)
read second time, 308:~; considered in ComAgricultural Societies and Politics, 2571.
mittee, 3083; third reading, 3084.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 36r.
Appointment of Inspector-General of' the InRailways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No. I)
sane, 91.
-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and read first
Artificial Manure Bill, 2067.
time, 1872 j Governor's message brought
Butter Commission'~ Report, r69.
down, and resolution for an appropriation
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Mr. A. R. icontillued)Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 595, 61 4, 1377,
1474, 1477, 149 1, 1493, 1494, 1556 , 1610, 1612,
1613, 1616, 1620, 1624, 1626, 1635, 1639,
1650, 16 53, 1654.1 1655, 1663, 1664, 287. 6 .
Export of Pronuce, 91, 2552; Oversea Markets for Hay and Compressed Fodder, 1339,
137 1, 1437·
Government Statist, 2421.
Income Tax Bill, 2906.
Inspection of Stock, 1992, 2552.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3 11 7, 3 299, 3325.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 2407.
Municipal Subsidy Allocation, 291.
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bill, 3144.
Public Library, National Museum, and Art
Galleries-Opening on Sundays, 1759.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3268,
3 271.
Rabbit Extirpation, 2535.
Railway Construction-Reference to Standing
Committee of Seven p.roposed Lines in globo,
3206; Essendon to Bulla, 3206.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2}, 2915, 2916, 2917.
State Forests, 1897.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3069'
Surplus Revenue Bill-Roads and Bridges, 197;
Tooleybuc Water Scheme, 198; Water Con':
servation and Irrigation, 200';' Electric Conveyers, 210, 412; Workmen's Homes, 226;
State School Buildings, 296; Forestry, 312;
Minimum Wage, 54.7.
Swine Fever, 91, 2552.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1827, 1943, 1944, 2284, 2384, 2628, 2630,
2643, 26 54, 26 55, 2736 , 2919, 29 20 , 2941.

ROBERTSON,

Royal Agricultural Society.
(See Surplus Revenue-Bill (No. I), and Agriculture, Department of.)
Russian Bafiic Fleet-Statement by Mr. Bent re
attack by Russian BaTIic fleet on North Sea
trawlers, 2661; motion by Mr. Bent that
the Legislative Assembly" desire to express
The strong sympathy of the people of Victoria with the sufferers from the late unprovoked and outrageous attack made by th~
Russian Baltic fleet on the fishing boats
at the Dogger Bank, and assure the British
Go~ernment that its promptitude in asserting
the honour of the Empire in the matter
meets with the unanimous approval of this
State," 2707; debated, 2708; agreed to,
2708; adoption of address to the Governor,
requesting him to communicate the foregoing
resolution to the Principal Secretary of State
for the Colonies, 2708; reply of His Majesty's Government, 2781.
St. Arnaud Land Reserve Revocation BillBrought in by Mr. Murray, and read first
time, 1469; second reading moved by Mr.
Murray, 1590 j Bill read second time and
passed through remammg stages, 1591.
St. Kilda AbaTIoirs Reserve Revocation BillBrought in by Mr. "Bent, ana read first time,
23 15; second reading moved by Mr. Bent,
27 11 ; debated, 2711; Bill read second time,
27 12 j considered in Committee, 2712; third
reaning, 2712.
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St.

Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and read
first time, 1808; second reading movetl by
Mr. Bent, 2947; debated, 2950, 2999; Bill
read second time, 3°12; considered in Committee, 3012; third reading moved by Mr.
Bent, 3013; debated, 3°13; agreed to, 3°15;
amendment recommended by the Governor
dea1t with, 3339.
(See also Electric Street
KaiZwoys.)
St. K.i1da Cemetery-StatemeI).t by Mr. Elmslie
re complaints against trustees for competing with private individuals, 2582; by Mr.
E. H. Cameron (Evelyn), 2583.
Mr. GEORGE (Port Melbourne)
Agent-General, 821.
Boilers Inspection Bill, 83.
Case of William O'Brien, 328.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1561, 1629,
1644.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BillChinese Factories, 3265.
Government Cool Stores, 2573.
Importation or a Sand-pumping Dredge, 1102,
110 9.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 347.
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allotments, 2581.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
Amendment Bill, 1235.
Navvies on Walhalla Railway, 532, 557, 813.
Old-age Pensions, 831.
Personal Explanation, 557.
Port Melbourne Lagoon, 221, 1340, 2188.
Public LIbrary, Nationar Museum, and Ait
Galleries-Opening on Sunaays, 150.
Railway Department - EmEloy~s' Pensions,
853; Coal Contractc;, 2820 ;-EIght Hours Principle, 2821; P~ of Permanent Way Repairers, 2821; New Pier at Port Melbourne,
2821.
Railway Loan Applicatton Bill, 3084.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2914, 2991, 3078, 3079.
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway Bill,
3°°9·
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3029,
30 44.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Electric Conveyers, 21£,
214, 424; Port Melbourne Lagoon, 221 ; Railway Rolling Stock, 265; Consumptives' Sanatonum, 381, 382, 427; Williamstown. Railway Yard, 4°9; Minimum Wage, 532, 557.
Surplus Revenue Bill (No.2), 3155, 3156.
Tenders ror Portable Batteries, 2779, 2833,
28 37, 28 5 1, 288 3, 2890, 2893.
Water Acts Consolidation ana Amendment Bill,
20 56 , 299°·

SANGSTER,

Savings Banks Acts Amendment Bill.
(See
Credit Foncier Exte1tsio1Z Bill.)
Scaffolding and Lifts Inc;pection Bill-Brouaht
in by Mr. Hannah, anCl. read first time, 83;
question by Mr. Hannah, ~299; statement
by Mr. Bent, 3315; Bilf aischarged from
paper, 3331.
Seamen, Imprisonment of.
(See Justice, Administration of.)
Seats at the Table.
(See Opposition, Leader
of·)
Secretary for Lands. (See Public Service.)
Separate Representation Repeal Bill:-Brought in
by Mr. Hannah and read fir::.t cime, 83; discharged from paper, 3331.
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Session, Close of the-Statement by Mr. B~n~,
3332; by Mr. Prenaergast, 3334; by Mr.
Mackinnon, 3334; by Mr. 'Warde, 3335; by
the Speaker, 3335; by the Chiirman of Committees, 3335.
,
S~sional Arrangements-Motion by Mr. B~n~,
appointing days ana hours of meetmg,
agreed to, 82; statement by Mr. Gaunson
re nours of sitting, 520; mohon by Mr. Bent
to sit on Friday, August 19, 7'}8; debated,
778; agreed to, 780; question by Mr. Boyd
re departure from hour of meeting fixed by
sessional (>rders, 2052; ruling by the Speaker,
2052; motion by Mr, Bent for alteration of
hours of meeting, and for sitting on Friday,
2254; debated, 2254; agreed to, 2256; further
motions by Mr. Bent, 2577, 29 24, 3113;
motion by Mr. Bent to sit on Friday, agreed
to, 2627.
(See also Business, Order oj.)
Shepparton Race·course Site Sale Bill-Governor"s me,ssage brouglit down, and resolutiofl.
for appropriation adopted, 28,S3; Bill brought
in by Mr. Murray and read first time, 2851;
second reading moved by Mr, Murray, 3028;
Bill read second time, 3028; considered in
Committee, 3028, 3040; third reading, 3045.
Shires Reclassification Bill-Brought in by Mr.
E. H. Cameron (Evelyn), and read first
time, 16:U; question by Mr. Harris, 18'71;
Bill discharged from paper, 1969; question
by Mr. Gray, 2685.
Shires, Subsidy to. (See lI1unicipal Subsidy.)
Mr. DAVID (Bendigo ,West)
Abandoned Shafts, 3114.
Income Tax Bill, 2907.
Mines Acts Further, Amendment Bill, 657, 782,
902, 1030, 1040, 1050, 1052, 1131, 1132, 1221,
1222, 1228, 1245, 1349, 1359, 1360, 2406.
Railway Department-Case of James Flynn,
2QO;
Closing Country 'Workshops, 2801,
2803; Newspaper Trains, 2801; Speed of
Bendigo Trains, 2802; Treatment of Railway Employes, 2802.

S)fITH,

SOLLY, Mr.

o!ficers)

R. H. (Representative oj Railways

Alexandra Park Bill, 1774.
Closer Settlement Bil! (No.2) 1635.
Income Tax Bin, 2908.
Meals for Poor State School Children, 2489.
Milk Supervision Bil'l, 3327.
Numurkah Race·course Site Sale Bill, 1761.
Petitions from Railway Employes, 2709.
Railway Department-Line Repairers' \Vages,
88, 2680, 2823; Employes' Houses, 88, 2680;
Compensation for Injuries, 88, 2821; Overtime, 88; Officers' Promotions, 216, 1669;
Sexagenarians, 216, 564; Case of G. Brown,
564, 948; Retirement of Officers Under Sixty,
948, 950; Treatment of Employes, 2060,
2679, 2823; Case of Mr. A. J. Le Blocg,
2253; Management, 2679; Premium System
at Newport, 2681; Case of Mr. Love, 2682;
Signalmen'S Hours, 2823; Eight Hours Principle, 2823.
Railway Loan Application Bill, 3084.
Statistics Collection Bill, 554, 555.
Surplus Revenue Bill-Railway Rolling Stock,
256; "Valhalla Railway, 124; Electric Conveyers, 421; Minimum \Vage, 525.
Technical Education, 2489.
Totalizator Bill, 984.

Speaker, Election of-Motion by Mr. Fairbairn
that Mr. Frank Madden take the Chair as
Speaker, 4; nebated, 4; motion by Sir
Alexander Peacock, that Mr. W. D. Beazley
take the Chair as SpeaKer, 5; debated, 6;
Mr. Fairbairn's motion carried on division,
10; presentation of the Speaker to the Governor, 24.
SPEAKER, The (Mr. Frank Madden)-Rulings
and Statements ofAmendments, 364, 365, 373, 1362, 2878; creating a charge upon the public revenue, 428,
2946; circulated before second reading not
receivable at the Table, 1059, 1061; Oil
Appropriation Bill, 2856, 2946; a.fter third
reading, 2990; referring Bill to committee
of inquiry, 3002; by Govemo'r's message,
3339·
Attendance of Ministers to explain measures
-Assent to Joint Standing Order, 3340.
Bills-Requiring Governor's message, 154, 782)
977, 1303; requiring resolution from Committee of the whole, 2757; second readings by
leave, 2759; withdrawal of, 2791; reference
of to committee of inquiry, 3002.
Chairman of Railways Commissioners, 216.
Close of the Session, 3335.
Commission to Swear Members, 24.
Conduct of Business, 3049, 3266.
Constitution Act 1903-Form of message conveying Council's suggestions in Money Bills,
1343·
Debate-Interjections, 135, 146, 355, 540, 2839,
2848, 2849, 2880..i imputing motives to members, 145, 1464, 1468~ 322-3, 3260; irregular
discussion, 17 0 , 347, 37 0 , 373, 45 1, 454, 518,
549, 55 0 , 722 , 744, 77 6 , 95 1, 95 2, 981 , 9 86 ,
10 58, 1303, 1343, 135 6 , 1447, 1449, 1450 , 1461 ,
1894, 2008, 2405, 2410, 2411, 2463, 2525,
25 26 , 25 27, 2840 , 2849, 28 5 1, 28 52, 28 71, 28 73,
2887, 299 8 , 3008 , 3048 , 3 11 4, ~127, 313B.
3136, 3 143, 3191, :p67; reflections on honorable members, 359, :f60, 1464, 1844, 2886;
addressing the Chair, 449, 2887; no debate,
on motion that Bill be transmi'tted ,to
Legislative Council, 481, 2990; conversations
across the Table, 532; unparliamentary express~ons, 543, 89 1, 95 2, 969, 24 11 , 2787,
2837; member cannot speak twice on
second reading, 613, 2150, 2207; reflections
on the Le~islative Council, 623; reading
speeches, 668, 669; explanation!L of motion
after division is called for, Q48; statements read in debate to be laid on the
Table, 949 ; reflections on Bills and Acts,
968 , 28 73; quotations, 969, 3256, 3257, :~263;
reflections on a Minister in the Legislative
Council, 1058; time limit of speec'hes on
motion for adjournment of House to ventilate public question, 1113, 2839, 2852, 2853,
2901; second-reading speeches, 1444; member having spoken on a motion cannot second
motion for adjournment of debate. 1465;
debating main question 0n motion for adjournment of debate, 1466. 1467, 1468,
2007. 2009, 220Q, 2211; imputing motives to
the Government~ 1466; points of order, 2210,
2410, 2709; debate on motion that leave
be given to Committee to sit again, 2355;
general discussion on Council's amendments in Bills, 2~Q7, 2198, 2411; discussion out of or'der when no subject
before the' Chair, 2883, 2996, 3340;

I,EGISLATIVE ASSE~mLY.

SPEAKER, The (continued}obedience to the Chair... 2886; 'private member not in order in speaking from the
Table, 2897, 3129; discussing measure dealt
with during same session, 3256, 3257, 3262 ,
3264; member cannot sreak twice on same
motion, 3267.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 185'
Election of Speaker, I I.
Elections and Qualifications Committee, 66.
Error in Division List, 1848.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment BillChinese Factories, 3260.
Governor's Speech, 25.
Hour of Meeting, 2052.
Illness of the Clerk, 2ii7, 2986.
Leader of Opposition-Right to sit at Table,
2210, 2226.
Motions-Mover cannot ]?ropose amendment
without leave, 128; notice of, 370, 2883;
for adjournment of Honse to ventilate public
question, 2883, 2884.
.
Mr. Irvine-Leave of Absence to, 84; Congratulations on Return, 2091.
Personal Explanations, 550, 1467, 16 32, 20 54,
2880, 2884.
.Petitions-Requesting a grant of money from
the House, 1019, 27Q9, 2781; reflecti~g. on
Parliament, 2461; presentation of petitIOns
from railway employes, 2711, 2781.
.
Presentation of Addresses to the Governor,
154, 170 .
Presentation to the Governor, 24.
Private Bills Treated as Public Bills-Church
of England Law FU,rther Amendment Bill,
2996; Melbourne Tramways Tr,ust Investments Bill, 306o; Executors Company's Act
Further Amendment Bill, 3131, 3133.
Privilege-The Age newspaper, 122, 126, 1632;
The Age and the Labour Party, 775.
Prosecution under Artificial Manures Act,
3°7 2.
Questions--Notice of, 24, 1105, 1372; making
speeches when asking,; IV, 710, 891, 1105,
1106, 2627, 2882; involving returns, 478, 564;
Ministers' an3wers, 1106_; debating answers,
134°·
Reading Newspapers in the Chamber, 624.
Rescinding resolution of the House, 2576.
Russian Baltic Fleet-Attack on North Sea
Trawlers, 2708.
Suspension of Standing Orders, 3133.
Temporary Chairmen of Committees, 480.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2837, 2883,
2893, 289 8 .
The King's Birthday-Message from His Majesty, 2881.
University of Melbourne Royal CommissionMr. Fink, 639, 640.
Writing Desks for Members, 860.
SPEAKER, D~:PUTY (M.·. A. W. Craven)-Rulings
and Statements ofDebate-Time limit of speeches on motion for
adjournment of House to ventilate public
question, 1122; Ministerial answers to questions during debate, 1124; explanations by
leave, 1731; imputing motiyes to honorable
members, 3182; debate on motion to discharge
Bills, 3274.
Motions-by Leave, 1734.
Private Bill Treated as Public Bill-Dairying
Companies Act 1900 Further Amendment
Bill, 1734.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 1731.
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Spring Vale Cemetery-Statement by Mr. Boyd
re guarantee by trustees to Railway Department, 2679.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by
MlI. Mackey and read first time, 328; second
,,reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 446; debated,
447; Bill read second time, 456; considered
in ,Committee, 456; third reading, 480;
amendment after third reading, 480.
Stamps, Duty. (See Duty Stamps.)
Standing Orders Committee-Appointed, 82 ;
report re writing-desks for members in Assembly Chamber brought up and adopted,
325; motion by Mr. Bent referring to Committee a message from Legislative Council
requesting concurrence in a joint standing
order relating to the attendance of Ministers in either House to explain measures,
agreed to, 2286; report of Committee
brought up, 2415; joint standing order
adopted, 2416; assent to joint standing
order, 3340.
State Forests-Statement bv Mr. Outtrim re
conservation of mining -timber, 93; by Mr.
M urra y, 93; subject further discussed in
Committee -of Supply, 2529-33, 2540-5;
2550, 2555;
statement by
Mr.
2547,
McGregor re placing forest branch under
control of Mines Department, 850; By Mr.
Prendergast re sale of forest reserves, 1895;
subject discussed, 1895-8; statement by
Mr. Prendergast, in Committee of Supply,
re encouragement of tree planting, 2537;
by Sir Alexander Peacock re royalty on
timber, 2540; by Mr. A. A. Billson, 2544;
by Mr. McGrath, 2547; by Mr. Morrissey,
2.147; subject further discussed, 2552. (See
also Arbor Day, and Surplus Revenue Bill
No. I.)
State School Teachers Bill-Statement by Mr.
Gaunson, Iq93; Bill brought in by Mr.
Mackey and read first time, 2091; Governor's message brought down and resolution
for appropriation adopted, 2092; second
reading of Bill moved by Mr. Mackey,
2201; debated, 2207; Bill read second time,
2211; discharged from paper, 3272.
State Schools, Sewering of. (See Public Works
Department. )
Statistics Collection Bill-Brought in by Sir
Samuel Gillott and read first time, 372;
second reading moved by Sir Samuel Gillott, 5.SI; Bill read second time, 552; considered in Committee, 552; third reading,
557 ; amendment of Legislative Council
dealt with, 1301.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill-Brought in by Mr. Murray ancl read first time, 1524; second reading moved by Mr. Murray, 3064; debated,
3066; debate adjourned, 3076; Bill di!>charged form paper, 3272.
Stock, Inspection of. (See Agriculture, Department of.)
Strangers, Admission of.
(See Parliament
Buildings Committee.)
Strathmerton to Tocumwal Railway-Report of
Parliamentary Standing Committee o.n Railways brought up, 2314.; motion by Mr. Bent
referring line to Parliamentary S,tanding
Committee on Railways for consideration
and report agreed to, 2384; Committee's
report brought up, 2459; motion by Mr.
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Strathmerton to Tocumwal Railway (continued)- Surplus Revenue Bill No. I (continued)Bent affirming the expediency of constructweir, 223,; \Velshpool tram, 224; workmen's
ing a 5ft. 3in. li~e of railway from Strathhomes, 224; consti:uction of railway rollingmerton towards 10cumwal, 2853; agreed to,
stock, 233, 25 1, 29 2 ; Charlton waterworks,
28 54.
295; State School buildings, 295; sewerage
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Billworks, 302; Agricultural Society's showBrought in by Mr. Bent and read first time,
rooms, 303; wattle planting, 303; forestry,
2854; second reading moved by Mr. Bent,
306 ; rehef of aged destitute, 313; Reilly3015; debated, 30r6; Bill re~d second
street drain, 313; free;: conveyance of school
time, 3023; considered in CommIttee, 3023;
children, 313; Portsea quarantine ground,
third reading, 3028; amendment recom3 13; railway siding at Footscray,. 313;
mended by the Governor dealt with, 3339.
Mirboo and Leongatha road, 314; Bendigo
Art Gallery, 314, 427; Oak-street, BrunsSugar Bonus-Question by Mr. Keogh re
wick, 3 14, 382; country free libraries, 3 13,
Federal sugar bonus, 2627.
379, 4 27; Brunswick public reserve, 314;
Suggestions by Legislative Council fo~ amendMelbourne city lock-up, 379; fever hosments in Bills-Surplus Revenue BIll, 1303,
pitals, 381; Observatory (weights and mea1342; Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendsures building), 381; protec'tion of forement Bill, 2466, 2521; Closer Settlement
shore, Brighton, 381, 386; connexion beBill (No.2), 2781.
tween Collingwood and Whittlesea railway
Supply-Votes on account passed, 84-96 , 1435-9,
lines, 381, 386; accommodation for con2114; Supplementary Es\imates of expeIl:disumptives at Royal Park, 382; Portarlington
ture for 1903-4 dealt WIth, 815-59; votIng
breakwater, 387; Williamstown railway
of Estimates of expenditure for 1904-5 proyard, 408; Geelong railway yard, 411, 4 15;
ceeded with, 2354; Victorian Parliamentary
N epean quarantine station, 427; Sunbury
Debates, 2416; administration of Factories
waterworks, 434; State brickworks, 43 6 ;
Act 2420, 2431; electoral registrars, 2420;
minimum wage, 521; Bill read third time,
Go~ernment Statist, 2420; police, 2421;
549; message from Legislative Council depenal establishments, 2424; E~hibition Buildsiring attendance of, the Premier in the
ing, 2430; country art gallenes, 2431; EduCouncil Chamber to explain some of the
cation Department, 2466; expenses of Bu~
provisions of the Bill, 893; question by Mr.
ter Commission, 2490; Government AnalytiPrendergast re publication of evidence taken
cal Chemist, 2490; witnesses' and jurors'
at the bar of the Legislative Council, 1187;
fees, 2491; County Court bench, 2491;
Bill returned from Legislative Council with
justices of the peace,' 2491 ; cor<;>ners'
a message suggesting an amendment in
juries, 2494) charities vote, 2495,; ra~lway
which tney desired the concurrence of the
grain freights, 2495; members
raIlway
Assembly, 1303; amendment made as sugpasses, 2497.
gested, 1303; statement by Mr. Bent re
Surplus Revenue Bill (No. I)-Governor's me5sage
works authorized by the Bill, 1340; statebrought down and re~olution for .appropriament by Mr. Mackinnon re form of message
tion adopted, 133; BIll brought .m by Mr.
from Legislative Council suggesting an
~,ent, and its provisions explaIned, 133;
amendment, 1342 j ruling by the Speaker,
read first time, 135; statement by Mr. Mur1343; statement: by Sir Alexander Peacock,
ray re illness of Premier, 154; second read1343·
ing moved by Mr. Bent, IZI; debated by
Mr. Mackinnon, 171; Sir Alexander Pea- Surplus Revenue Bill (No. 2)-Governor's message brought down, and resolution for an
cock, 173; Mr. Watt, 174; Mr. Gaunson,
appropnation adopted, 2924; Bill brought
176; Mr. Downward, 177; Mr. Prendergast,
in by Mr. Bent and read first time, 29 24;
177; Mr. Bailes, 179; Mr. Keogh, 179;
second reading moved by Mr. Bent, 3 145;
Mr. A. A. Billson, 180; Sir Samuel Gillott,
debated, :P47; Bill read second time, 3154;
181' Mr. Levien, 181; Mr. Ewen Cameron
considered in Committee, 3154; third read(Gl:nelg), 182; Mr. Toutcher, 183; Bill
ing, 3157.
read second time, 184; considered in Committee, 185, 216, 25 1, 291, 374, 408 , 4 15;
schedule of expenditure discussed-roads
and bridges, 188, ~93, 408; Tambo River SWINBURNE, Mr. GEORGE, Minister of \Vater
Supply (Hawthorn)
bridge, 189; bridge at Bairnsdale, 189 ;
Cobram bridge, 189; Tambo Valley road,
Arbor Day, 326.
189, 222; Woods Point road, 189, 222; St.
Ballarat \Vater Commi5sion Bill, 2092, 3060 ,
Arnaud main road, 189, 223; Ingfewood
3061, 3062 .
main drain, 189, 223; t'umina roads, 189;
Importation of a Sand-pumping Dredge,
II20, . 1124.
Moe Swamp roads, 189; Koo-wee-rup roads,
190; water conservation and irrigation, 190,
Income Tax Bill, 2909.
198, 314; mining development and boring,
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill
IqO, 192, 200; Tooleybuc water scheme, 198;
(No.2), 740, 745, 746, 747.
Flinders-street railway station, 203; \ValMelbourne Harbor Trust Act and Marine Act
halla railway, 209, 316, 388; Elwood Swamp
Amendment Bill, 12~0, 1217.
and Point Ormond, 209~ 428; electric conMelbourne Tramways Trust Investments Bill,
vevers (railway), 209, 411, 41 ~; Ferntree
3059, 3060 , 134 0 .
Old-age Pensions, 326.
Gully railway st~tion, 215; Melbourne University, 216; equipment of University (~in
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 611, 61 4.
ing and agriculture), 2J8, 374; WorkIng
Railway Grain Freights, 327.
Men's College, 219, 4.'15; Natural History
Surplus Revenue Bill-vVater Conservation
Museum, 219; Port Melbourne Lagoon, 221;,
and Irrigation, 315, 316) Minimum Wage,
Collingwood raih,:ay drain, 223; Can'um
537·
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(continued)-

Telegraph Operators and Postal Assistants,
3 26 .
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2842.
Unclaimed ·Funds Bill, 2362, 2365 ..
'Vater Acts Amendment Bill, 82.
'Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1341, 1342, 14 13, 1702 , 1950 , 1967,
2256, 2257, 2258, 2259, 2260, 2261, 2279,
2286, 2384, 2385, 2387., 2388, 2390, 2391,
239 6 , 23.97, 25 83, 2590, 25cfi, 2600, 2601,
2602, 2603, 2604, 260.5,. 2606, 2628, 2629,
26 30 , 26 32, 2634, 2636 , 26 37, 26 38, 2639,
26 40 , 264 1, 2642 , 2643, 2644, 2645, 264 6,
2647, 2648 , 26 50 , 26.5 1,. 26 53, 26 54, 26 55,
26 56 , 26 57, 26 58 , 2659, 27 13, 27 16 , 27 17,
27 18 , 27 19, 2720, 27 22 , 27 26 , 27 27, 27 28 ,
27 29, 2737, 273 8 , 2Z321 274 2, 2743, 2746,
2747, 2749, 275 0 , 225 1, 275 2, 2753, 29 18,
29 19, 29 20 , 29 21 , 29 25, 2942, 2943, 29 87,
29 88 , 299 0.
Water Supply Department-Guildford and
Yapeen Supply, 132) Waranga Basin, :Main
Channel, 290; Lake Lonsdale Supply, 327.
':Vater Supply Special Funds Application
Bill, 3080.
\Vharfage and Harbors Rate AHeration Bill,
1749, 18 9 1, 1893.
Tenders for Portable Batteries.

(See Mines

Department. )
Thistle Act-Statement by Mr. Outtrim (on
motion f0r adjournment of the House), re
necessity of enforcing provisions of the
Thistle Act, 2139; subject discussed, 2141-3.
THOMSON,

Mr.

JOHN

(Dundas)

Carrum Advances Bill, 1601.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 576, IOn,
1379, 1397, 140 5, 14,08, 1473, 1475, 1484,
1493, 1537, 1545, 15.5 2, 1608, 1612, 1613,
161 7, 1620, 1625, 1628, 1630, 1633, 1634,
1637, 1640 , 1646 , 1648, 1653, 16 55, 1657,
16 59, 166 5, 1679, 3230 , 334 0 .
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
2166.
Electric Street Railways-Reference to Railways Standing Committee, 3181.
ExtirpatiC'n of Vermin, 88.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1525, 1530.
Geelong and Colib:m Waterworks, 2521.
Justices of the Peace, 2491.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3288, 3291, 3292,
3294, 3 295, 3296 , 3 297.
Lands. Department-Secretary's Salary, 25 27;
Bee Farming, 2529, 2532; Ringing Trees
on Grazing Areas, 2529, 2532; Selectors'
Arrears, 2529.
Licensing Bill, 3131.
Local Government Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
173 8.
l\lunicipaJ Elections, II07.
Municipalities and State School Repairs,
2471.
Prison Reform, 2428, 2429.
Prisoners Appearing in Public in Prison
Garb, 2428.
Rai I way
Construction-Richardson
Valley,
246 3, 24 64; Reference to Standing Committee of Seven Proposed Lines in globo,
3 206.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2991, 2993.

THOMSON,

Mr.

JOHN

(continued)-

Sessional
Arrangements-Private
Members'
Business, 138; Days and Hours of Meeting, 778, 2255; Government Business, 3266.
Shepparton Race-course Site Sale Bill, 3040,
304 1, 304 2, 3045.
State Schools in CountrJ. Districts, 2469,
247 1, 247 2.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3068.
Surplus Revenue
Bill, 156; \Vorkmen's
Homes, 229; Melbourne University, 376;
Elwood Swamp, 428, 433,; Minimum Wage,
54 6.
Thistle Act, 2141.
University Bill, 2215, 2221.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1943, 2257, 2266, 2268, 2284, 2286,
235 2, 23 88 , 23 89, 239 1, 2397, 25 86 , 25 88 ,
2603, 26 50 , 26 53, 2745) 2930 , 2989.
Water Frontages, 88.
Thompson, Mr. H. L.

(See lustices

of the

Peace.)
Tied Houses Abolition Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Bailes, and read first time, 83; second reading moved by Mr. Bailes, 239; debated,
239; Bill read second time, 242; considered
in Committee, 242; third rea-ding moved
by Mr. Bailes, 1731; debated, 1731'; Bill
read third time, 1733.! amendments after
third reading, 1733-4.
Title to Land (Adverse Possession) BillBrought in by Mr. Beazley and read first
time, 1760; 'discbarged from paper, 3331.
Tobacconists Bill-Brought in by Mr. Bent, and
read first time, 1633; second reading moved
. by Mr. Bent, 1720; debated, 1721, 20II;
Bill read second time, 2011; considered in
Committee, 201 I; discharged from paper,.
25 21 .
Tocumwal, Railway Communication with. (See

Strathmerton to TocumwaZ Railway.)
Tolmie, Railway Communication with-Motion
by Mr. Bent, to refer to Railways Standing
Committee question of railway communication with certain districts, including the construction of a narrow-gauge line to Tolmie~
3184; debated, 3187; agreed to, 3214. (See
also Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway.)
Totalizator Bill-Brought in by Mr. Duffus, and
read first time, 83; Governor's message
brought down, and resolution for appropriation adopted, 781-2.i second reading moved
by Mr. Duffus, 952; debated, q56; motion
for second reading negatived, 987.
Mr. R. F. (Stawell and Ararat)
Appointment of future State Governors, 34Q.
364, 37 0 , 946 , 1898 , 3 26 7, 3 299.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 617, 1405, 1406~
14 0 7, 1408 , 1493, 1496 , 15 0 3, 1561 , 1562~
1605, 1606, 1607, 1614, 1615, 1619, 1625,
1640 , 16 54.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
2200.
Discharge of Casual Railway Employes, 157,.
216.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendmen't Bill,
30 54.
Governme!1t Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to local residents, 1460, 1464.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,
2020.
llansard, 88, 811, 2419.

TOUTCHER,

(56)

INDEX.

Mr. R. F. (continued)Importation of a Sand-pull?-ping Dredge, 1124.
Juries Acts Amendment BIll, 34].
Justices of the Peace, 835.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3 29 1, 3 293, 3295,

TOUTCHER,

Tungamah Race-course Site Sale Bill (con·
tinued)-read first time, 1605.; secon.d read·
ing moved by Mr. Murray, .. 1761; BIll read
a second time, 1761; considered in Committee, 1761; third reading, 1761.

32 99.
Licensing Bill, 3228, 3279.
.
Mines Acts Further Amendment BIll, 7 24, 784,
793, 798, 800, 802, 896 ; 93 0 , 934, 102 5,
1047, 1048, 1131, 1192, 1205, 1219, 1220,
.
~,
.
1347, 2401 .
Petitions from R:l.llway Employes, 2710.
Private Members' Business, 603, 3267.
Privileere-The Age Newspaper, 127.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3269;
Railway Construction-vValhalla, 394; Richardson Valley, 2462.
Rocky Po:nt Sta~e School, 24:75 ;
St. Kilda and Bnghton Electnc framway Bill,
2953, 3012 .
.
Stafe Forests-Conservation, 2555; Actmg Conservator, 2555, 2569; Timber Royalty, 2556.
State School Teachers Bill, 2209, 2210.
State Schools in Country Districts, 2475.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway' Bill,
302 7.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 183, 184, 191; Flinders·
street Railway Station, 205; Workmen's
Homes, 230; Melbourne University, 377,
379; Walhalla Railway, 394; Elwood
Swamp, 429; Sunbury Water Works, 435;
Minimum \Vage, 521 , 5.50.
Technical Education, 2475.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2895
Totalizator Bill, 977.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
21 72 •
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 1444.
University Bill, 2215.
\Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1967, 1968, 2396, 2937.
Water and Timber Reserves, 327.
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 605, 606, 610, 1533,
1535·
Tramway Fares.
(See Melbourne Tramway
and Omnibus Company.)
Tramways Act 1901 Amendment Bill-:-Brought
in by Mr. Bent, and read first tIme, 480;
. discharged from paper, 1848.
.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment BIlIBrought in by Mr. B<:nt, and read first
time 603' second readmg moved by Mr.
Bent, 2169; debated, 2170; Bill re~d
second time, 2174; considered in CommIt·
tee, 2174, 2201; third ~eading, ~201 ~ returned from the LegislatIve CouncIl WIth a
message suggesting an amendment, 2466;
message dealt with, 2521.
.
Transfer of Land Bill-Received from LegISlative Council, and read first time, 739;
second reading moved.: by Mr. Mac~ey,
1689; debated, 1691; BIll ~ead second tll""?e,
1692; considered in CommIttee, 1692; thad
reading, 1694.
Transferred Officers-Question by Mr. Lawson
re vote to meet claims by letter-carriers for
arrears of salary, under section 19 of Public Service Act 1900, 848.
Tungamah Race-course Site Sale Bill-Lieu·
tenant-Governor's message brought down
and resolution for appropriation adopted,
16°5; Bill brought in b}' Mr. Murray, and

Unclaimed Funds Bill-Brough( in by Mr.
Beazley, and read first time, 603; second
reading moved by Mr. Beazley, 1443; debated, 1443; Bill read second time, 1445;
considered. in Committtee, 2355; discharged
from paper, 3331.
Unemployed, The-Question by Mr. Hannah,
re finding work for unemployed, 520; state·
ment by Mr .. Outtrim re providing land,
tools, and temporary maintenance for un·
employed workmen, 2832. (See also Labour
Bureau.)
University Bill-Governor's message hrought
down, and resolution for appropriation
adopted, 2064; Bill brought in by Mr.
Mackey, and read first time, 2064; second
reading moved by Mr. Mackey, 2211; debated, 2212; Bill read second time, 2219;
considered in Committee, 2219; third reading, 222/5.
University of Melbourne-Statement by Mr.
Bent in Committee of Supply re finances
of University, 2466; by Mr. Gaunson, 246j.
(See also Surplus Revenue B~ll.No. I.).
University of Melbourne CommISSIOn-Mohon
by Sir Samuel Gillott, authorizing payment
to the Commission of a further sum of
£27 4s. 8e\., 37 2 ; debated, 373; agreed to,
373; motion by Sir Samuel Gillott, expr~ss
iner appreciation of the valuable serVIces
pe~formed by the Hon. T. Fink: ~resident,
and the members of the CommISSIon, 373;
debated, 373; agreed to, 373; motion by
Sir Samuel Gillott, "that it be entered on
the journals of the House that the foreaoing resolution was passed unanimously,"
~greed to, 373; motion by Mr. Bent, that
Mr. Fink be requested to attend the House
on Thursday, 4th August, in order that Mr.
Speaker may convey to him th~ said resolution, agreed to, 520) Mr. Fmk attends
the· House, 639; motion by Mr. Bent, that
a chair be provided on the floor of the
Honse for His Honour Sir John Madden,
Chancellor of the University, agreed to,
639; resolution of the thanks of the House
conveved to Mr. Fink by Mr. Speaker,
639; JMr. Fink presented with copy of reo
solution, 640; Mr. Fink's reply, '640; motion
by Mr. Bent, that proceedings be printed
in the Votes, 641; seconded by Mr. Pren·
dergast, 642; agreed to, 643; statement by
Mr. Mackin!lo~.1, 643.

Victorian 1'ear-Book-Statement bv Mr. Boyd in
Committee of Supply re late publication 0 f
the Victorian Year-Book, 859; by Mr.
Warde, 859.
Visitors Accommodated with Chairs on Floor of
House-The Chancellor of the University
(Sir John Madden, K.C.M.G.), 639; the
Duc (1' Abruzzi, 1130.
Voting by Post Acts Continuance Bill-Brought
in by Mr. Bent, and read first time, 2853;
second reading moved by Mr. Mackey,
2996; Bill read second time, 2996; considered in Committee, 2996; third re.a.£ling,
2996 . .
J
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Wages Boards. (See Factories and Shops Acts.)
Walhalla Railway-Statement by Mr. Bent re
dismissal of navvies, 607; subject discussed,
813-5' (See also Surplus Revenue Bill No.
I.)
Waranga Basin. (See Water Supply.)
Mr. E. C. (Flemington)
Agent-General, 820.
Agricultural Societies and Politics. 2573.
Carrum Swamp Land-owners, 1668.
Close of the Session, 3335.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1290, 1297,
140 7, 1630 , 1635, 16 55.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill,
2160, 2168, 21g8, 2199, 2415.
Counly Court Bench Vacancy, 1669.
Eight Hours Anniversary Celebration Committee, 143, 145.
Election of Speaker, 6.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment Bill, .v31, 3 134, 3135.
Factories and Shoos Acts Amendment Bill,
30 56 .
•
Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to local residents, 1465, 1467.
Gunoower Island Land Reserve Revocation
Bill, 2008, 2009.
Income Tax Bill, 2904.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3332.
Justices of the Peace, 2492.
Labour Bureau, 812.
Licences Renewal Bill, 2526.
Licensing Bill, 1874.
Locomotive
Construction - Appointment of
Select Committee, 1928.
Mines Ads Further Amendment Bill, 797,
1135·
Opening of Public Library, Museums, and
Art Ganery on Sundays, 2524.
Prison Reform, 2428.
Prisoners appearing in public in prison garb,
242g.
Private Members' Business, 137.
Railway Department- Employes' Pensions,
8S7; Closing Country Workshops, 2812.
Railways Special Funds Application Bill,

'WARDE,

308~.

St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 29SS, 3013.
Statistics Collection Bill, 555.
Strathmerton towards Tocumwal Railway Bill,
301 9.
Surplus Revenue Bill, 156; Roads and
Bri(lges, 193; 'Water Conservation and Irrigation, 199, .v5; Elwood Swamp and Point
Ormond, 209; Public Library Buildings,
220; Workmen's Homes, 226; Railway Rolling-stock, 237; Minimum 'Wage, 535.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
21 73.
Victorian Year-Book, 850.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 2397.
'
Welshpool Tramway Bill, 1533.
Water Acts Amendment Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Swinburne, and read first time, 82; discharged
from paper, 141 I.
"Vater Acts Consolidation and Amendment 13'i11Preliminary
resolution
in
Committee
adopted, 1341; Bill brought in by Mr. Bent,
and read first time, 1342; Governor's message br,ought down and resolution for up-

(57)

Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment Bill
(col1tinued)propriation adopted, 1413; second reading
of Bill moved by.Mr. Swinburne, 1413; debated by Mr. Elmslie, 1808; Mr. Ewen
Cameron (Glenelg), 1814; Mr. Outtrim,
1816; Mr. Mackinnon, 1817; M[I. Keogh,
1820; Mr. Colechin, 1822; Mr. Downward,
1824; Mr. Robertson, 1827; Mr .. Morrissey,
1829; Mr. Cullen, 1839; Mr. Ba~les, 18~2.i
Mr. McKenzie, 1844; Mr. Graham, 1845;
Mr. Beard, 1846; Mr. Carlisle, 1847; Mr.
Watt, 1847; Bill read second time, 1848;
considered in COlnmittee, 1937, 2256, 2384,
2583, 2628, 2713, 2918, 2924; statement by
Mr. Beazley re valuation of lands affected
by the Bill, 2190; third reading moved by
Mr. Swinburne, 2987; debated, 2987; agreed
to, 2988; amendment after third reading,
2088.
'Vater Supply-Question. by Mr. Law'5on re
extension of Coliban scheme to Guildford
and Yapeen, 132; by Mr. Cullen re main
channel from 'Varanga Basin, 290; by Mr.
Hutchinson re Lake Lonsdale "Vater Supply,
327; return re financial position of Geelong
and Coliban waterworks ordered, on motion
of Mr. Thomson, 2521; presented, 2781.
(See also Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
Water Supply Special Funds Application BillBrought in by Mr. Bent, and read first time,
2987; second reading moved by Mr. Bent,
3079; Bill read second time, 3079; considered in Committee, 3079; thir:d reading.
3080 .
Mr. W. A. (Essend,on)
Agent-General, 817, 820.
Agricultural Chemi~t's Staff-Salaries and
Office AccommodatlOn, 2539.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 355,
359, 361 , 365, 37 0 .
Appropriation Bill, 2944.
Butter Commission, 2.153.
Carrum Advances Bill, 1602, 1605Closer Settlement Hill (No.2), 1285, 1290,
1386, 140 5, 140 7, 1409, 1410, 1476, 1481,
1546, 1553, 1562 , 16 58 , 27 82 , 27 86 , 28 74,
2877, 28 78 .
Coal and F~rewood Sale' Regulation Bill,
2154, 2161, 2162, 2163, 2164, 2166, 2167,
2168, 2195, 2196, 2191, 2198, 2199. 2415.
Conduct of Business, 21Sl, 3114, 3265.
Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 3), 1439.
Dairying Companies Act 1900 Further Amendment Bill, 1734.
Eight Hours' Anniversary Celebration Committee, 146.
•
Elective Executive, 946, 3298.
Electrification of the Suburban Railways,
15 88 .
Estimates, 2354.
Executors Company's Act Further Amendment
Bill, 3134, 3136, 3137.
Factories and Shops Act 1903 Amendment
Bill, 3046, 3048.
Factories and Shops Acts Amendment Bill,
3049, 30 51, 30 52, 30 55, 305S!; Chinese Factories, 3261, 3262.
Foxes Destruction Bill, 1529.
Government Appointments in Victoria-Restriction to Local Residents, 1466, 146 7,
.
1736.
Government Statist, 2421.

WATT,

(58)
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WATT, Mr. W. A. (continued)Governor of Pentridge, 2~J.25, 2428.

Inebriates Bill, 1889, 1891, 3131.
Instruments Act Further" tAmendment Bill,
1594, 1596.
.
Justices Act Further Amendment Bill, 3137,
3 21 9.
Justices of the Peace, 833, 837.
Labour Bureau, 812.
Lake Hindmarsh Aboriginal Settlement Land
Bill, 1698, 1699.
Land Acts Amendment Bill, 3292, 3296, 3297.
Lands Department-Applicants for Fumina
Blocks, 479; Alleged Iilegal Possession of
Large Areas, 479; Grazing Area Leases,
479·
Licensing Bill 1872, 182.7, 1878, 2151, 3280.
Local Govern.ment Act 1903 Amendment Bill,
1741.
Local Government Act 190,3 Amendment Bill
(No.2), 744, 745·,
Locomotive
Construction-Appointment
of
Select Committee, 1927.
Melbourne Benevolent Asylum Site Sale Bill,
1689'
Melbourne Tramways Trust Investments Bill,
3060.
Milk Supervision Bill, 3326.
Mines Acts Further Amendment Bill, 799,
801, 930, 93 2.
Municipal Endowment Reduction Bill, 1719.
Northern Suburbs Cemetery Bili, 3143, 3144.
Personal Explanation, 2°52:
Petitions from Railway Employes, 2709.
Prison Reform, 2424.
Privilege-The Age Newspaper, 126, 130,
17°·
Privileges of State Members at Federal Parliament House, 1706.
Public Debt Conversion Bill, 612.
Public Service Acts Amendment Bill, 3269'
Railway Construction-Walhalla, 396; Woolamai, San Remo, and CaEe Patterson, 1931;
Richardson Valley, 2055; Reference to
Standing Committee of' Seven Proposed
Lines in globo, .1I94; Newmarket to Bulla,
3194; from Flemington Bridge, 3194;
Tolmie, 3195.
Railway Department-Retirement of Officers
under Sixty, 951; Auditing Accounts, 2671;
Finances, 2671; Closing Country Workshops,
2815; Coal Contracts, 2815.
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill,
279°'
Railways Laws Further Amendment Bill (No.
2), 2912, 2914, 2916, 2995.
Railways Standing Committee Law Amendment
Bill, 15 6 , 445.
,
Religious Instruction in State Schools, 2486.
Retail Shops Limiting Bill (No.2), 2757,
275 8 , 2759·
Right of Leader of Opposition to sit at
Table, 2210, 2226.
.
St. Kilda Abattoirs Reserve Revocation Bill,
27 12 .
St. Kilda and Brighton Electric Tramway
Bill, 3002, 3003, 3012, 3013, 3014.
Sessional Arrangements-Private
Members'
Business, 747, 1442, 1807; Days and Hours
of Meeting, 15 24, 2255, 2461.
Stamps Acts Amendment Bill, 447, 456.
State School Teachers Bill, 2210, 22II.
Stock Feeds Sale Bill, 3066.
Supplementary' Estimates, 816.

WATT, Mr. W. A. (continued)-

Surplus Revenue Bill, 156, 174, 186, 3 1 4, 395,
443; Electric Conveyers, 209, 213, 408;
vVorkmen's Homes, 224; Railway Rolling-stock, 235, 254, 258; Aged Destitute,
313; Bendigo Art Gallery~ 314; Oak-street,
Brunswick, 314; Melbourne University,
374; Consumptives Sanatorium, 383; Walhalla Railway, 396; Williamstown Railway
Yard, 4°9; Elwood Swamp, 429; Minimum
Wage, 526.
Surplus H.evenue Bill (No.2), 3152.
Tied Houses Abolition Bill, 239, 242, 249, 1731,
1733, 1734·
Totalizator Bill, 957.
Tramways Act (Part IV.) Amendment Bill,
217°·
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2355, 2356, 2363, 2365.
University Bill, 2222.
.
'Water 'Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1847, 1939, 19,1-2, 1959, 1962 , 1963,
196 7, 1968 , 20 52, 2257, 2259, 2273, 2284,
228 5, 235 2, 239 2, 2394, 264 1, 264 2, 2647,
2649, 27 17, 27 25, 27 26 , 27 28 , 273 1, 273 6 ,
2740, 2747, 275 0 , 29 18 , 29 19, 2934, 2939,
29 87, 29 89'
vVelshpool Tramway Bill, 606.
\Vays and Means-Resolutions on which to
found Consolidated Revenue Bills, considered and adopted, 96, 859, 1439, 2115,
2522; resolution on which to found Appropriation Bill, considered and adopted, 2856.
Weighbridges and Sworn Weighers BillBrought in by Mr. Bowser, and read first
time, 349; discharged from paper, 3331.
\Velshpool Tramway Bill-Brought in by :Mr.
Bent, and read first time, 415; second reading moved by Mr. Bent, 603; debated,
604; Bill read second time, 606; considered in Committee, 606, 1533; third
reading, 1535.
Wharfage and Harbors Rate Alteration BillQuestion by Mr. Keogh, 1709; resolution
fixing wharfage and harbor rates, adopted,
1749; Bill brought in by Mr. Bent, and
read first time, 1749 j second reading moved
by Mr. Swinburne, 1891; debated, 1892;
Bill read second time, 1893; considered in
Committee, 1893; third reading, 1893.
Whitfield to Mahaikah Railway-Return re
holders of land in vicinity of proposed narrow gauge railway from Whitfield to Mahaikah ordered, on motion of Mr. Bowser, 2708;
presented, 2986. (See also Tolmie, Railway
Communication with.)
Widows' Maintenance Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Mackinnon, and read first time, 946; discharged from paper, 3331.
Wild Dogs Act 1901 Revival and Continuance
Bill-Brought in by Mr. Murray, and read
first time, 603; second reading moved by
Mr. Murray, 1077; Bill read second time,
1077; considered in Committee, 1077; third
reading, 1077.
Mr. EDGAR (Collingwood)
Agent-General, 819, 820.
Appointment of Future State Governors, 358.
Closer Settlement Bill (No.2), 1683.
Coal and Firewood Sale Regulation Bill, 2159.
Election of Chairman of Committees, 186.
Hackney Carriages Law Amendment Bill,

WILKINS,
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Mr. EDGAR (continued)-.
Inebriates Bill, 1890'
Infectious Diseases Hospital, 2190.
Infectious Diseases Hospital Maintenance
Bill, 3283.
Juries Acts Amendment Bill, 348.
Melbourne General Cemetery-Sale of Allot-,
ments, 2580.
Milk Supervision Bill, 2194, 3126, 3127, 3129,
3 130, 33 25.
Statistics Collection Bill, 554.
Surplus Revenue Bill-'Workmen's Homes,
226.
Tenders for Portable Batteries, 2849, 2900.
Unclaimed Funds Bill, 2364, 2365.
Water Acts Consolidation and Amendment
Bill, 1962.

WILKINS,

(59)

,Women's Suffrage Bill-Brought in by Mr.
Lawson, and read first time, 2177; statement by Mr. Lawson, 2661; question by
Mr. 'Prendergast, 3114; Bill discharged
from paper, 3331.
Woolamai, San Remo, and Cape Patterson
Railway-Motion by Mr. Bent, "that the
question of connecting \Voolamai, San Remo,
and Cape Patterson by means of a railway
with the existing railway, system, and of
loading the lands enhanced in value by the
construction of the railway, be referred to
the Parliamentary Standing Committee on,
Railways for consideration and report,"
1929; debated, 1929; agreed to, 1936.
Working Men's College-Question by Mr. Bromley re increase of Government grant, 1438.
(See also Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
Workmen's Homes. (See Closer Settlement Act
(No.2)' and Surplus Revenue Bill No. I.)
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