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Robertson, A. R. ... Bulla.
... Port Melboufse.
Sangster, Geor.g~
Smi~, Da.vid
... Bendigo West.
... Railways Stervice
Solly, R. H.
(E.~i~ed, Nov. I.)
Sta.nley, :Robel-t
... Lowan.
(Vice 'W. H. Irvine, resigned.)
Swinburne, George ... Hawthorn.
Thomsoh, J obn
... Dundas.
. .. Stawell and Ararat.
Toutcher, R. F.
... Flemington.
WtIJ"de, E. C.
... Easel;ldon.
Watt, W,A·
... Collingwood.
Wilkins, Edgar

A. W.

CRAVEN.

I

tQ[ht

<!rabinti.

PREMIER, TREASURER, AND MINISTER OF
RAILWAYS
.. THE HON. THOMAS BENT.
AT'l'ORNEY . GENERAL
GENERAL ...
CHIEF SECRETARY
LABOUR

AND

AND

SOLICITOR·

J. M. DAVIES, M.L.C.
SIR SAMUEL GILLOTT.
Succeeded by
J .. E. MACKEY,
Succeeded by
THOMAS LANGDON.

MINISTER

COMMrs8IONER OF PUBLIC WORKS
MINISTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH

AND

E. H. CAMERON.
JOHN MURRAY,
Succeeded by
J. E. MACKEY.

COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS AND}
SURVEY AND PRESIDENT OF THE
BOARD OF LAND AND WORKS
MINISTER OF MINES
MINISTER
OF W ATRR SUPPLY
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE ...

"
AND

GEORGE SWINBURNE.

MINISTER OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
MINISTER WITHOUT OFFICE

DONALD McLEOD.

A. O. SACHSE, M.L.C.

"

WILLIAM PITT,. M.L.C.

Mr. Mtlrra.y;s resignation &S Minister of La.nds was accepted on the 15th Atl~ust, 1906;
Mr. Mackey was appointed to the office on the 17th August, 1906. Sir Samuel Gillott's
resignation &S Chief Secretary and Minister of La.bour was accepted on the 4th December,
1906. The office was temporarily held by Mr. Ma.ckey (Minister of Lands) tlntil 4th
Ja.nua.ry, 190'7, when Mr. La.ngdon (Honorary Minister) was appointed.
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COUNCIL.

Wednesday, June 27, 1906.
THE Third Se~sion of the Twentieth Victorian Parliament was opened this day at the
State Parliament House, Exhibition Buildings, Carlton Gardens, Melbourne.
At two minutes to two o'clock p.m., the
'Clerk of the Parliaments read the following
PROCLAMATION
By His Excellency the Honorable Sir
Reginald Arthur J arne:» Talbot, Knight
Commander of the Most Honorable Order
of the Bath, Governor of the Slate of Victoria and its DeperJdencies in the Commonwealth of Australia, &c., &c., &c.
"WHEREAS the Parliament of Victoria
stands prorogued until Tuesday, the fifth
<lay of June, 1906 : Now I, the Governor of
the State of Victoria., in the Commonwealth
of Australia, d0 by this my Proclamation
further prorogue the said Parliament of
Victoria, until Wednesday, the twenty-seventh
day of June, 1906, and I do hereby fix ""Vednes<lay, the twenty-seventh day of June, 1906,
aforesaid, as the time for the commencement and holding of the next Session
of the sait! Parliament of Victoria, for the
despatch of business, at the hour of 'l'wo
o'clock in the afternoon, in the State Parliament Houses, sit.uate in the CaFlton Gar<lens, in the City of Melbourn~: And the
Honorable the Members of the Legislative
Council and the Members of the Legislative
Assembly are hereby required to give their
attendance at the said time and place
accordingly.
Se3sion 1906. -[ I ]

"Given under my hand and the seal of the
State of Victoria aforesaid at Melbourne,
this twenty-eighth da.y of May, in the year
of our Lord One thousand nine hundred and
six, and in the sixth year of His Majestis
reign.
"R. TALBOT.
" By His Excellency's command,
"THOMAS BENT.
" GOD SAVE THE KING

!"

The Usher announced the approach of His
Excellency the Governor, and immediately
afterwards His Excellency entered the chamber, attemied by his suite.
The members of the Legislative Assemb1y
having been summoned,
His EXCELLENCY addressed the following speech to both Houses of Parlia~
ment:-

MR.

PRESIDENT AND

HONORABLE

GENTLE-

MEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL:

MR.

SPEAKER

AND

GENTLEMEN

OF

THE

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:

I have called you together in ()rder that I
may lay before you certain matters of im-·
portance, regarding which I desire your
advice and assistance.
It gives me pleasure to inform you that
the financial condition of the State is most
satisfactory. The bountiful rains with which
Victoria has for some time past been favoured
have resulted in another rich harvest, and
there is a prospect of highly profitable returns in every branch of natural production
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during the coming season. These circumstances have not only greatly improved the
oondition of the people, but have resulted in
a large increase in the public revenue.
It is the intention of My Advisers to recommend to you that the greater portion of
the surplus of revenue over expenditure for the
financial year jus t closing shall be devoted
towards paying off part of the public liabilities. My Advisers also intend to continue
the policy, successfully inaugurated last year,
of raising locally some of the funds required
for Loan conversion. By the former course
the indebtedness of ·the State will be subIiltantially r~duced, while, as the result of the
latter, it is confidently expected that a large
proportion of the Loans soon to be con verted
will be taken up by the people of this State,
and, consequently, a corresponding amount
of int.erest thereon will be retained in Victoria.
A Conference of Premiers and Ministers
of the States of the Commonwealth was held
in Sydney in April last, and the record of
the proceedings thereof will be laid before
you. During part of tho sittings the Prime
Minister of t.he Commonwealth attended and
joined in the deliberations regarding several
important qnestions affecting the financial
relatiolls of the Commonwealth and the
States. No decision was, however, arrived
at on these questions; but the Conference
agreed upon several other matters of importance, including those of co-operation in regard to loans and financial matters j the promotion of Immigration; the joint representation of the States in England and in
commercial centres abroad j the working out
of a scheme for a combined Australian Exhibit in London and the British Provinces;
a.nd the establishment of a system of reciprocity amongst the Savings Banks. It was
also a.greed that it was desirable that the
Federal Parliament should be asked to legislate with a view to securing uniformity re• garding Bankruptcy Law and Companies
Law, and also for making proper provision
for the hall-marking of Gold and Silver
Jewellery. It was further determined that

Speech..

the Federal Government should be asked to
take over the control of Quarantine and the
general StatistiQal Departments; the Supervision of Lighthouses, and the Astronomical
Departments. The necessary steps for giving
effect to the recommendations of the Conference are being taken by My Ad visers, and, in
such cases as in vol ve legislation, measures.
will be submitted for your consideration.;
The representatives of New South Wales,
South Australia, and Victoria. at the Conference, also arrived at a very important provisional agreement respecting the question of
the Murray Hiver waters, whereby m~ny
difficulties in the way of the full utilization
of those waters for the benefit of those interested have been removed. A Bill to ratify
the agreement will be laid before Sou.

On the recommendation of the Lands Purchase and Management Board, several estates.
have been acquired for the purpose of closer
settlement. Of these, all but two have been
subjivided, and nearly the whole of the allotments granted to suitable applicants. The
two remaining properties will be made available for settlement as soon as possible.
The Small Improved Holding-s Bill, which
will be again submitted to you, provides for
persons who, from lack of means, are unable
to avail themselves of the provisions of the
Closer Settlement Act. A measure to establish further agricultural irrigation settlements on the River :Murray, in conjunction
with the cultivation of ~Iallee lands, will alsobe laid before you.
1'he necessity for an amendment of the law
relating to licences for the sale of liquor has.
impressed itself upon My Advisers, and they
have prepared for your consideration a Bill
dealing with this important matter. In this.
measure provision is made for the abolition,
after a stated period, of the payment of compensation in respect of licensed houses which
may be closed consequent upon local option
polls, and for the payment until such abolition of materially increased licensing-fees.
The Bill provides also for the registration of
clubs, and the payment of an annuallicenoefee.

TJ"e

MR

Gov~or' $

SPEAKBR AND

GENTLEMEN

/3peeclt.
OF

THlt

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY:

,The Estimates of Expenditure, which will
be submitted to you, provide adequately for
all the requirements of the State, and have
been framed with a proper regard for
economy.
MR. PRES IDE N'1' AI'i'D HONORABLE GEN'l'LEMEN

OF THB LEGISLA'rIVE
MR.

COUNCIL:

SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF 'I'HE LEGIS-

LA T IVl!:

ASSEMB L Y :

3

management and utilization of the timber
areas of the State.
The measure which was before you last
session for the codification of the criminal
law has been revised and amended in several
directions, and will be again submitted for
your consideration.
A Bill providing for the imposition of
indeterminate sentences will b~ laid before
YOll, and also a measure for the establishment of children's courts for the separate
trial of offences committed by children.

Gratifying results have again followed the
A measure to amend the constitution of
working of" the Railways for the past year,
the Melbourne Harbor Trust will be laid beboth the gross receipts ~nd the net revenue
fore you, and a Bill to amend the Marine Act
being the largest ever earned. The passenwill also be submitted for your consideration.
ger train service has been considerably exYou will be asked to consider a Bill f&1'
tended, and, if conditiolls continue favorable,
the
alteration of the constitution of the Melit is intended to ma.ke further improvement
bourne
and Metropolitan Board of Works;
in this direction next summer, thus affording
and
measures
providing for the establish_
additional travelling facilities for the public.
Considerable reductiolls in the ratesfor goods ment of a Mining Accident Helief ,Fund, the
Inspection of Boilers, the Supervision of Lifts)
h~Te been mude. My Advisers intend to
oontinue the policy of opening up the country and for the Prevention of Disorderly Conby means of rail way extension. Bills pro- duct at Public Meetings will be laid befor&
viding for the construction of l3everal llew you; also Bills dealing with Mining Royalties and Tributes, Dredging and HydrauliC'
lines will be laid before you.
~luicing, the consolidation of the Mining
The evils resulting from the apathy of
Act s, and other subjects.
electors with regard to the exercise of the
I now leave you to your delibera.tion~
Franchise are fully recognised by My Adwhich will, I trust, under the blessing of
visers, and they have prepared a measure
Divine Providence, tend to the continued
providing for compulsory voting at parliaprosperity of the country and the happiness
mentaryelections. A Bill will also be sub·
of the people.
mitted to you dealing with the question of
Copies ?f t~e speech were handed by the
the }<~ranehise jn its reference to Civil SerGovernor s prI vate secretary to the President
va.nts.
and the Speaker.
'
The important matter of the construction
attd maintenance of levees has received the
careful attention of My Advisers, and they
have prepared for your consideration ~ Bill
dealing therewith, and placing the responsibility for tiuch works upon the municipalities
concerned.
It is proposed to introduce, at an early
da.te, a Bill to amend the law with regard to
betting and gaming.
You will be asked to deal with a measure
providing for the re·organization or" the
Forests Department, and for the better

[lJ
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His Excellency and suite then withdrew
and the members of the Assembly also left
the chamber.
'rhe President took the chair at seven
minutes to five o'clock, and read the prayer.
OPIUM S:\10KING PROHIBITION ACT
1905 AMENDMENT BILL.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES, in order to
assert the privileges of the House, moved for
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Opium
Smoking Prohibition Act 1905.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill wa.s then brought in and read a
first time.
'
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TIlE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
A DDRESH-IN-RI~PLY.
The .House proceeded to the consideration
of the speech delivered hy His Excellency the
Governor to both Houses of Plolrliament.
The HOll. D_ E. :McBRYDE movedThat a committee be appointed to prepare an
a.ddress to His ~xcellency the Governor in reply
to His Excellency'/'> opening speech; such committee tn consist of the Honorables .J. G. Aikman,
J. Balfonr, A Hicks, T. Luxton, J. Y. McDonald,
A. McLellan, and the mover.

The HOll. A. HICKS seconded the Illot.ion,
'which ,,'as agreed to.
The committee retired, and were absent
some time.
On their return they brought up the following Address-in-Reply : To His Excellency the Honorable Sir Reginald
Arthur Jt\mes Talbot, Knight Commander of the
Most Honourable Order of the Ba.th, Governor of
the Sta.te of Victoria and its Dependencies in the
Commonwea.lth of Austra.lia, &c., &c., &c.
MAY IT PLl<;ASE YOUR EXCELLRNCY,--

'Ve, the Legislative Council of Victoria, in Parlia.ment a.ssembled, beg to express our loyalty to
our Most Gra.cious Sovereign, and to thank Your
Excellency fo[, the gracious speech which you have
been pleased to addl'ess to Parliament.

The HOll. D. E. McBRYDE moved the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply. He said-'Vhen I was asked tG moye the adoption of
the Address-in-Heply, I had no hesitation
whatever in accepting the responsibility,
knowing what the Government had done in
the previous session. I feel sure honorable
members must recognise the valuable services
rendered by the Government during last
session. I might mention three Bills that
were passed, and I consider that if the Government had done nothing more than to
eecure the passage of those measures they
would have done good service to the community. I refer more particularly to the
Pure Food Bill, the Milk Supervision Bill,
alld the Water ActsCoIlsolidatioll and Amendment Bill. Those measures are nndoubtedl.v
of the very greatest service, and I feel
sure the community highly appreciate them.
The first thing I intend to refer to in the
speech which h~s been submitted. to honorable members IS the surplus, whICh I must
congratulate the Government on ~eing in a
position to present. The only dIfficulty I
have to contend with is the manner in which
this surplus is going to be used; hut I do ~10t
wish for one moment to say that the view
taken by the Gonrnment as to its disposal is
not correct. Presuming that the surplus is
s.srepresented by the Governmellt-£600,000
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-of that amount £250,000 is from the rail~
ways and £3()0,00u from the income tax.
'Vhile recognising that the Government have,
110 doubt, taken the correct view, I look at
the matter in a somewhat different light.
Seeing that some years ago, and even up to
a comparatively short time back, the Railway
Department was in such a position that it
req uired a vast amount of money to be expended on it, it appears to me tha.t the
£250,000 might with reason have been expended on the rolling-stock, the permanent way, and re-grading. I think that,
perhaps, would be the best means of expending this money. The other £300,000
is Extracted from
the
public. and
is hardly to be looked upon as revenue.
The view taken by a. considerable number of honorable members is thai this
£300,000 might well have been reduced,
because we recognise the fact that the
public have to contribute immense sums
of money in various waYR. This, as the
Premier mentioned, is a tax on incomes. It
is, I think, a very severe tax, and I have no
doubt honorable members will agree with me
that the sooner it is reduced so as to relieve
the public the stronger the Government will
become. It appears to me that the view
taken by the Premier regarding the £500,000
which he proposes· to use for the reduction of
our loan indebtedness is hardly necessary, for
the simple reason that if those ioans are to be
renewed, as no doubt they will be, there need
be no fear whatever in going to the London
The
money market-not the slightest.
money required will, without doubt, be easily
obtained. l·'inanciers at home are quite as
conversant with the state of our finances and
with the investments that are required as
any mem.ber of this Charnber or of the
Government. 'Vhile at home recently I had
an opportnnity of meetillg some of these
financiers, and, to my astonishment, t.hey
knew everything it was possible to know,
not alone so far as the state of this countrv as
a whole was concerned, but with regard
to every detail relating thereto. As honorable members are aware, we have had a
number of individuals running down the
State of Victoria, but honorable members
must not believe that the inv~stor of capital
P!\ys very much attention to them. He finds
out for himself whet.her their statements are
true or not. Consequently, I think the Government need have no fear whatever in
endeavouring to secure the funds necessary
for the redemption of these loans. I fully
appreciate the efforts of the Government to
secure as mnch money locally as possible.

The Governor's Speech:
There is no denying thi fact that we have a
large amount of money for investment; but,
at the same time, I would draw attention to
the fact t hat the last 10l:l.n that was floated
here was a failure so far as the public were
concerned.
Consequently, whilst a small
amount of money may be obtained locally,
it must be recognised, I think, that it will be
necessary to go to the London market for a
great deal of what we want.
The meetings
of Premiers that have taken place in Sydney
will, no donbt, in the course of time, prove of
the utmost value to the community. 1t i::;
infinitely" better that these gelltlemen should
meet and converse amon~ themselves than
that a large amount of correspondence should
take place. Time, and time alone, will be
the means of doing a vast amonnt (1)f good so
far as those meetings are cOllcerned. Views
are expressed, each individual member begins
to know the opinions of the others, and ult;imate success will no doubt prove the benefit
of the meetings. The next p"rtion of the
Governor's speech to which I desire to re
fer is, in my opinion, very valuable
indeed, and that is the reference to ·the
Murray waters question. I am fairly
well conversant with the Murray waters, and
there is not the slightest doubt that the time
is not far distant when not. only the Murray,
but the whole of the Darling, from one end to
the other, will be made navigable from
January to December. There is some of the
finest land on the frontages of the Murray
and the Da.rling, and that land is capable
of producing almost anything that man wants.
Consequently, if the proper class of well are
connected with the vast undertaking which
the Government proposes to carry out, there
is not the sHghtest dvnbt·that it will be a
considerable success, and the amount cf
money spent will be a mere bagatelle in comparison with the enormous advantages which
"are likely to accrue. I am not a believer in
theoretical men. I believe in practical rHen,
and so long as you have practical men looking after undertakings of this sort success
mav be well assured. The next matter I
ha;t} to refer to is that of closer settlement,
with which, I feel sure, honorable members are
thoroughly conversant. There is no doubt
whatever that, if this scheme of c]oser settlement is carried out as intended by the
Government, it will be a vast success. The
only thing I should like to impress upon the
Government. is that the proper c!ass of men
should be put on the land-men who are
practical and who thoroughly understand the
tiHing of the soil. I might also refer at
this time to the necessity, which bas
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been rightly mentioned in the speech, of
securing proper immigrants.' Now is the
time, when the land is available, to put on a
suitable class of immigrants-men who have a
little ~apital, not neceslSarily a large amount,
but a little capital, with brains of their own.
Th~se. are the men who should be selectedmen with practical experienee-and they
should be giveu every opportunity. We have
an Agent·General at home, who probably has
a lot of spare time on his hands, and 1 see ·no
reason why the Government should not take
this matt~r in band at once. One of the
Australian States must take the initiative.
At present, however, every oue is looking
back ward instead of forward. What would
be the condition of this State at the present
time if it were not for the work of the old
pioneers? The same class of men is still
available in the old country.
The Hon. R. B. RKBB.-Therc was no
selection in those days either.
The Hon. D. E. MeBRYDE.-Ill the old
days we had the finest class of men who ever
carne to any c()lony. Why not encourage the
rising generation at home with a small
capital to come out here and go 011 the land?
They have the experience, and there is not
the slightest doubt that success would result.
The Hon. R. B. RE1Ds.-Canada takes
everybody without selection.
'fhe Hon. D. E. McBRYDE.-I now c~me
to what the Government call the Liquor Bill.
"VeIl, that is a question about whieh I understand nothing whatever, and therefore it
is just as well for me to say as little as loan
about it. I. understand that it is the intention of the Government to put a tax on
WeH, I shouid not say anything
clubs.
about that, beause I do not know allythillg.
A nother thing I do not understand i8
whether it it) proposed that public houses
are to be left open all night wi(h glass
surrounding the bll.rs, so that the police may
come at any heur and see what is going on
inside.
I really do ntlt quite understand
this part of the Government proposals, and,
if I may be. allowed, I will not say anything
more about it.
I t must be exceedingly
grutifying to honorable members that eventually the Railways Commissioners have been
successful in making the rail wayS' a paying
concern. No doubt they have been exceedingly lucky in having snch wonderful seasons
of late. At the sanle time, 1 believe that
a great amount of care has been exercised
by the Commissioners.
'l'he only fear is
that their care may be carried to such aI!
extent as to amoullt to cheese-paring, and I
hOIJe that I hi8 will Le avoided by the
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Commissioners. J notice that a structure is
being erected on the Brighton line, which
looks to me, in its unfinished state, something like a hen-heuse.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING.-Quite good
enough for you.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE.-It seemed
to me an indication of what may be taking
place in other directions, and that is what I
would call cheese-paring.
In connexion
with the Railway surplus I indicated, J
might mention that there is a railway not
very far from here which requires a man like
the Premier to travel over it. It is exceediugly rough, and has been rough from the
day on which it was constructed. It has remained so since, and is likely to remain in
the same condition for a considerable time.
So far as the rail ways are concerned, I have
no doubt that at the present time they are
':!ufficielltly able to carry the necessary traffic,
but the Commissioners should not be cheese'paring. Their duty is to look after the safety
of the passengers, and to see that the rollingstock and the permanent way are in good
c,)udition, and thllt everything is carried out
sat,isfactorily. I would like to say that the
Commissioners are deserving of all praise for
the able mannel' in which they are carrying
out toeir duties, and I think it must be very
gratifying to the Government to have such
gentlemen lookiug after their valuable property.
'rile next measure on the paper
is one which 1 feel sure will receive the
heltrty support of honorable members in this
Chamber-that is the Bill to suppress betting. I think the time has arrived to take
action ill this mattel'. I am delighted to see
that the (iovernment has taken this matter
in hand, auel that they will suppress betting
Itt all hazarcl~. 'l'here is no use in bringing
forward a Bill to miuimize betting. If a Bill
is brought forward it ought to be of such a
character that betting will be stopped as far
IUl it is posHible to do so.
It is impossible to
stop gamblillg altogether, but I would have
HtlCh a BIll as would prevent, if possible,
the fillillg of our gaoll:l with youni' men. ]
believe that half the young fellows in the
Melbourne Gaol have been sent there by
gambling, and, if it is possible for the Governmellt to' bring in a Bill that will prevent
theHe poor fellows from committing mistakes
such as they have made, then, I think, they are
doing an exceedingly good action, There is
a.nother measnre which I think I am safe in
saying will receive every support possible as
far nR this Chamber is concerned. I refer to
the Bill for the preservati<?u of our forests. I
think every honorable member will realize the
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fact that there has been an enormous destruction of valuable timbers. Everywhere cutters
of wood go indiscriminately intI) the forests
and cut down valuable trees. Anyone going
through the forests is able to see magnificent
trees lying there, which have been simply
felled and not touched afterwards. That is
a pitiable state of affairs. What I think
ollgh t to be done in this matter is, that a
small portion of the forests should be pointed
out to thesa timber cutters, and they should
be told-" You can cut down those trees."
After those trees had all been cut the reserve
should be closed for a number of vears, and no
man allowed to go into it. But ~t the present
time there is no preservation of any kind,
alJd, furthermore, no planting is going on as
it ought to be. I wish to draw the attention,
of honorable members to the fact that one of
the finest timbers grown in the State for
railway purposes-I think my honQrable
friend, Mr. Cain, will agree with me-is
iron bark. It is the finest timber in the world
for sleepers, and I am told that it is gradually
dying out. The natural result is that there
will be no provision for those coming after
us, and every attention ought to be paid to
see that this class of timber is preserved, as
it will be of value in years to come.
I hope
the Government will he able to make such
provision as will protect Ollr forests. Another
measnre which is a very desirable one is that
providing for the establishment of children's
Courts. r think, myself, that this is a
measure that is deserving of every consideration, and one which, I hope, will be
successflllly carried out. I know the Premier
is very strong 011 the subject of compulsory
voting, and 1 hope he will be successful in
carrying a Bill to make voting compulsory. I, myself, have asked friends who
ought to know better to come and vote
at parI iamen tary electionli, and .they said
they could not be bothered.
I consider
that eyery man who has a vote should be
compelled to go to the ballot-box and vote.
H he declined to do so, I would fine him
first, and then knock him off the roll for five
years. It. would be found after that that
there would be no difficulty as far as recording the vote is concerned. There is no doubt
that the Government will bring forward a.
stringent measure so as to carry ou t this
object. There are several other Bills which
I need not specially refer to, but there is one
which, I think, is particularly desirable if
properly carried Ollt, and, in fact, whether it
is exercised or not, there ought to be such a
measnre in existence. rrhat is the Bill for
the prevention of disorderly conduct at
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publio meetings. Most of us who have been
.at meetings must realize the annoyance
and trouble t.hat is caused by three
or four men going there with the avowed
object of annoying the gentleman ~ho is
'Speaking. Consequent1y I think that there
oOught to be provision to stop this kind of
thing. I think the Government are justified
in bringing forward such a measure as they
propose on the . subject.
I feel sure that
honorable members will accord their support
to such a. measure, as everyone, more or less,
has had to contend with this sort of thing.
Before sitting down I would like to say that
I have travelled a great deal through the
-country, and I have only heard one expression of opinion from the farming community
--1 might say the community generalJy~
.and that is one of absolute confidence in the
Government.
This is very gratifyiug, at
least it must be so to the Premier, who
:seems to be of an iron constitution, or otherwise he would not be able to go about tho
.country a~ he does.
I-Ie e~idently establishes confidence w\wrever he goes, and I
think that honorable members are somewhat of the same feeling 808 myself, that
during the last session the Governmen t carried measures which are of the utmost value
to the community, and this, 1 believe,
is recognised by the people generally. I
hope this 8~ssion-the session of economy",ill be as successful as the previous one. If it
is, I think that the Governmellt may be well
proud of the work they have carried out. I
have to thank honor:::.ble members for the
kind hearing which they have given me.
Honorable members well know that I do not
very often take up the time of the House.
However, when I was asked to move the
.adoption of the Address-in-Reply I aceepted
the task, and I have to thank them for the
attentive hearing they have given me while
-engaged upon it.
The Hon. A. HICKS.-It is with pleasure
that I rise to second the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply moved by Mr. McBryde.
As honorable members can tell by my voice,
I am suffering from a severe cold, and hence
it is not my intention to occupy the time of
the House very long. The honorable member
who has moved the adoption of th e address
haa said 80 muuh, and he has said it SI) nicely
.and eloquently, that there is but little for
me to say. It is impossible ill the short
time I ha.ve at my disposal to refer to all the
good things mentioned in His Excellency's
. speech. I will only refer to a few, hoping
that, when the Bills dealing with these
matters are introduced into this House, I
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shall then have the opportunity of speaking
fully upon them. It is a matter of thankfulness that, although some honorable members
had been suffering from sickness during the
recess, yourself included, I believe, Mr.
President, the pt1·sonnel of this House is the
same as last session. I am sure honorable
members ~ill also join lvith me ill saying
that we are delighted to·night that the Attorney-General is still with us. ,Honorable
membe.s know that during the reuess the
Attorney-General was offered a very high
position-one of the highest positions that
the Government of this State could offer
him, and a position that he could have so
ably filled. But the honorable gentleman declined the offer. He preferred to remain a
member of this Council, and to be the
Leader of this House. I am sure we are aU
greatly pleased that we are still to have the
Attorney·General with us. It has been said
that this is to be a very busy session. I
believe it will be. It seems to me that the
bill of fare is very heavy, and it ought te
sllit all parties. I think that every member
of this House ought to be pleased with the
number of Bills mentioned in His Exoel
leney's speech.
The Hon. 1N. H. EMBLING.-I do not know.
The Hon. A. HICKS.-£ome, I know, are
great social measures. Weare to ha ve
a Bill dealing with gambling and a Bill
to amend the licensing law; alld I am
pleased that we have a Government who are
willing to face these great questions, and to
do what they can for the betterment of this
State. I also congratulate the Government
on the great surplus that we have in the
revenue.
The H on. W. H. EMBLING.-Congratulate
the country.
The Hon. A. HICKS.-I desire to congratulate the Government. I know that we have
had three splendid seasons, and tliat there is
a likelihood of ~ fourth, bllt 1 say that· the
Government deserve eredit for the way they
have worked during the recess, for they ha.ve
gone up and down this country looking after
the interests of the electors. and have done
what they could for this community. With
good seasons, and scientific and good administration, we can have nothing but prosperity.
I am pleased to see that, in connexion with
Ollr railways, we have the largest revenue on
record. With Mr. McBryde, I say that, in
our Railways Commissioners, we have three
fi ne gentlemen, who dotheir work well, and who
try to make the railways pay. I do not know
whether there has been any squeezing or not
-whether the poor men have been
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cut down, ot' whether they work long
hours; but I do say that in this time
of prosperity, if they haye been overworked and not sufficielltly paid, they ought
now t) be paid a fair day's wage. \Vith regard to the surplus, if I understand the question rightly, the Premier has already applied
£500,000 of it, to paying off the actlumulated
deficits. I think that this is a very wise
thing to do. 1t may not be a very pleasant
duty for one Treasurer to payoff what has
been accumulated by other Treasnrers, but
the debt is that of the State, and of the
people (i)f the State, and in a time of prosperity we ought to payoff whatever amounts
we can. I am, therefore, gratified that the
Premier bas seen his way to payoff £500,000
of our State debts. In cOllnexion with closer
settlement, I do not think that the system
bas been established long enough for anyone
to speak with confidence on the matter.
There are one or two questions tha.t naturally
arise in one's mil1d. Is the land that has
been bought worth the price that has been
given for it 1 Have the most suitable estates
been bought for closer settlement? Are
people settling on the land, and if people are
settling on the land, are they able to get a
living on the land 1 Now, to me, these are
very i m portan t questions.
We have one
settlement ill the district, I have the honour
to represent. I have visited the settlement,
and I can sa.y, for the information of Mr.
McBryde, that a better lot of men, a more
hardworking lot of men, [ never met. There
are men wh 0 have put up hOllses costing
from £200 to £300, as wen as substantial
fences, and I say th~tt these men should receive, for the first year or two, some slight
consideration from the Government. It canIIOt be expected that these men, with limited
means, are to pay rent for the first year or
two. Tho Ii ttle money they had ha::; gone
in erecting hOl1se~, in putting up fence::;, in
buying stock, alld ill cllitivaling, and if the
Government want them to remain on the
land, the Government mllst give them some
consideration. I am glad dlat our Government is socialistic enough to go in for the
Small Holdings Bill. ':rhat is a. Bill which
will meet with my approval. J think that
tlae small holdings ought to be very near the
towns. Why should not a man who has a
little money, or the man who has not the
money, but who has the brains and the ability
to cultivate the soil, have a little bit of laud,
which is God's free gift to mankind? If
there is one man who deserves more consideration than another it is the miner-the
man who bas to go down into the bowels of
Hon. A.

llick~.
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the earth to work for a living. V\Then the
miner has lost his health, or when his health
is commencing to fail, it would be a kind
thing for the G overnrnent to place such a
man 011 a bit of la.nd, where he could keep
a C0W, and have a fresh egg every morning
for his breakfast. With regard to the several
interjections I hear, I may say that I m
used to addressing an audience that Rever
interjects, and if honorable members will only
keep still for a little while I 3hall be very
thankful. The time, I think, is ripe for us.
to take iuto consideration the idea of amending the licensing law. For many years there
has been a growing feeling in favour of reform, not only amongst the temperance
people, but thr"ughout all sections of the
community. I am sure that everyone here
will acknowledge that the present law is ineffective. I do not wish to-night to give a
temperance speech. I am not an extremist r
I am not a bigot, but I do say that a.
great deal of th e crime, a great deal of
the insanity, and a great deal of the poverty
is caused through intoxicating liquor.
rrhe facilities for purchasing liquor are too
numerous. T do not believe that if we close
all the hotels everybody will be teetotallers,
but I do say that the greater the f~cilities for
getting drink the more drunkenness there
will be. The retention or the reduction of the
number of public-houses should be left in the
hands of the electors; they are the arbiters;
they have a right to decide~ and their decision
should be final. Whether it be one or 100
hotels, when the electors decjde, th eir decision
should be final. This is an age of democracy~
and the people should rule.
The HOll. W. H. E:\-lBLING.-They wallt
their beer all the same.
The Hon. A. HICKS.-The honorable
member may, but I do not. I am not in
favour (If ca~h compensation as in cOllllexion
with the closing of the North Melbourne
hotels.
Here the present law has broken
down, the present compensation is a failure.
From what I can gather the idea of the
Government is that there is to be a ten years'
limit-a fairly long time. I would sooner
have a ten years' limit than I would pay cash
compensation, as ha-s been done in the past,
rrhe law needs amending in conr;exion with
trading during prohibited hours, and r believe that nine publicans out of ten would
welcome snch a change. Many of them do
not want Sunday trading, but when a regular
oustomer comes and asks for a drink the
publican is afraid to refuse him knowing that
the customer can go to another place and get
a drink. Let us make the consumer liable
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as well as the seller, and we shall put a stop
to Sunday trading. The Government do not
say a word about the hours that the puhlichouses are to remain open. The hours are
certainly too long at present. If a man or a
woman wants a loaf of bread or a pound of
chops those articles cannot be got at certain
hours, but if a man waats beer he can get it
at almost any hour of the night. Yet the
necessity for the bread is infinitely greater
than the necessity for the beer.
The Hon. 'V. H. EMBLING.-Repeal the
.Factories and Shops Act.
'rhe HOIl. A. HICKS.-Why should the
storekeeper be compelled to close his shop
at six o'clock - of course I believe ill
early closing - while the man behind
the bar counter can stand there froUl six in
the morning until half-past eleven at night?
The Jaw needs amending in this respect.
The Hon. W. H. EMBUNG -Let the shopkeeper keep open as long as he likes.
The Hon. A. HICKS.-I would not mind,
too, if we provided that the hotels should IJe
closed on electioll days. Men have been
elected in some instances, not on account of
their intelligence or ability, but because they
or their friends have touted for votes, and unfortunately some poor men are foolish enough
to sell their votes for liquor.
The Hon. 'v. H. EMBLING.-Not for this
House.
The Hon. A. HICKS.-If we are to have
compulsory voting, then let the electors
go with clear heads and brains to record their
votes. The Government are going to try to
d~ something to put down the gambling evil
-a very wise proposal, but a mighty hard
thing to do. This social evil has become a
national disease, tOllching every aspect of
city life; it is sapping the life of the young
people of this community. The public mind
has been aroused by recent revelations. I
know that we cannot make men righteous by
Act of Parliament, but we can make it
easier to do good and harder to do wrong.
This evil has got into our w@rkshops and into
our homes; ill is threatening our national
life, and I congratulate the Government on
their intention of trying to do something to
put it down~ I approve of the Forest Bill of
which Mr. McBryde spoke. This measure
has been ill the Governor's speech year after
year. Its passage has been delayed too long.
and I hope now that the Government will do
their best to pass the measure as speedily as
possible. The mines are getting deeper
E-very year, and more timber is needed for the
security of the miners and for the engines.
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I hope the Government will push on with the
Bill, and that very soon we shall be able to
conserve our forests. I am pleased to know
that the mining returns of this State are
keeping up very well. '£he Premier, in
his pre-sessional speech at Brighton, said
that no less than £280,000,000 worth of
gold had been taken from the earth in Victoria. I believe that men will be taking
gold out of the earth in this State when some
of us are walking golden streets in another
world. I hope when the Government are
sssisting the various industries they will not
forget the mining industry, which is one of
the greatest of this State. The ventilation
of mines is a. very big question, and something will have to be done in this respect.
It is a sad thing to see men 30 years of age
who, after working in the mines for some
time, are broken down in health because
their work is carried on under such insanitary
conditions. Then the tributing question,
and the question of royalties, will soon have
to be faced by the Goverumtlnt, and I believe
are to be faced. I sincerely hope they will be
faced for the good of mining generally. The
Minister of Mines is going to try to form. a
Mining Accident Relief Fund. This is a.
good idea. I do not care what legislation we
may pass for the protection of the minerswe cannot entirely prevent the occurrenoe of
accidents. Miners who are poorly paid, and,
who go down into the bowels of the earth to
earn a living, should at least have something
to help them to live when they have suffered
by accident.
I hope this Bill will pass,
and that we shall have an Accident
Relief Fund constituted. There is an
item ill' His Excellency's addres:> that
my honorable friend did not touch, namely,
the repeal of separate representation.
It
has been said that this question, before it
is decided this session, should be referred to
the people. \Vhy was it not referred to the
people before the civil servants were disfranchised? If the question had been referred to
the people. separate representation would never
have become the law of this land. At the
time of the reform movement I took a great
deal of interest in my district in the return
of the reform candidate, for whom I worked
very hard. I went on his platform and advocated the reform movement. We put in the
reform candidate, but I was very sorry a
little time afterwards to find that the civil
servants were to be disfranchised. Perhaps
they did not do what they ought to have
done, or did more than they should have
done. It may be that they took a greater
interest in the elections than they ought to~
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and that they brought separate repreThe meolbers present, headed by the
sentation ou themselves; it may be tbat Speaker, and fI.ttended by tbe Clerk, the
they made mistakes.
But they are men, Clerk-Assistant, and the Serjeant-nt-Arms,
they are British subjects, and, I say, proceeded to the Council.
as men we should give
them their
Business was afterwards suspended until
votes. I hope that during this session a half-past four o'clock, when the Speaker
repeal Bill will he passed, and that the civil again took the chair.
servants of this ~tate will be able to vote for
NKW MEMBERS.
the different candidates the same as other
people. L trust that our deliberations in this
'1'he SPEAKER announced tbat the writ
House will be most friendly. I trust that which he had issued for the election ')f a
we shall all work for the good of this State at member to serve in the Legislative Assembly
large. 1 desire to thank honorable members for the Electoral District of Glenelg, in the
for the very kiud hearing they have given room of the la.te Mr. Ewen Cameron, had been
me, and I have very m nch pleasure in second- returned with an indorsement showing that
ing the Address-in-Reply.
Mr. Hugh John M,unro Campbell had been
'fhe Hon. D. MELVILLE said it would be duly elected; and that the writ which he
desirable to adjourn the dehate, but if it was had issued for the election of a member to
the feeling of the Honse that the debate serve in the LegislativE:: Assembly for the
should coutinne he would be prepared to Electoral District of Barwon, in the place of
make a few remarks.
He was ) eady, if the late Mr.•J. F. Levien, had peen returned
it would suit honorable members better. with an indorsement showing that Mr. James
to begin his speech now, and move the ad: Farish Farrer had been only elected.
journment of the debate in about ten minutes'
Mr. Campbell and Mr. Farrer were then
time.
introduced and sworn.
The Hon. J. M. DAYIEs.-Better move it
RESIGNATION" OF MR. IRVINE.
IIOW.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE lllovedThat the dehate be now adjourned.

The Hon. J. M. DAVIES state::l that he was
" nl ways glad to meet the wishes of honorable
mem bers.
He would, therefore, willingly
vote for the adjournment of the debate.
The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjouroed until the fonowing Tuesday.
The House adjourned at rwenty·one minutes past six o'clock, until half-past four
o'clock on Tuesday, July 3.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wt'dnesday, June 27, 190().

OPENING OF '1'HE SESSION.
Th~

SPEA KER took the chair at two o'clock

p.m.
The Clerk read the Governor's proclamation convoking Parliament.
Shortly afterwards the U::;her 0(" the Legis1atiye Council brougut a message from Hif:!
Excellency t he Governor, requesting the
attendance of honorable members in the
~hambcr of the Legislative Council.

The SPEAKE H.-I received the fo11owingletter from Mr. W. H. Irvine 01\ the
25th iust. : Dear Mr. Speaker,-I hereby resign my seat in the Legislative Assembly pursuant to the provisions of the COllslitution Act.
I have the honour to be, Sir,"
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) \V. H. IRVTNl':.

In addition to this letter Mr. Irville wrote me,
privately, a letter, of which I dCf:5ire to read a
part to the House. '1'he letter is marked
" private," bnt I asked MI". Irviue's permission to "be allowed to read part of it to
members.
It commenceR by stating his
reasons, with whioh nlcmbers are conv"ersant,
for leaving this Honse, and goes on to
say:To bring to an en<l the close relationship which
exists hetweell my fellow members and myself, a
relationship which in many cases has resulted in
personal friendship, in many others has led to feelings of mutual e~tee111, even where our political
opinions were most divergent, c"sts me, as I know
you will understand, a severe wrench. I am not
the unemotional being that some of my opponents
preten!l to belie\'e! It is now almost twelve years
since I first entered Parliament, and the feeling that
is uppermost in mymilld at presentisone of grateful
recollection of the kindly and sympathetic friendliness of members on both sides of the House, of
cordial co· operation, and of loyal R.ssistar.ce rendered me in times of trouble. Allow me to thank
you personally for your unremitting kindness
during the whole of my parliamentary life.

Trustees Law

Amendment Bill.

II

if any honorable member has sai~ anything
against me, or if I have said auything against
them, I am prepared to st art. off now and
withdra.w everything of that kind.
Mr. MURRAy.-Wipe the slate.
Mr. B l!:NT.-Yes, wipe off the slate, and
in the interests of the State do what is right
all round.
Mr. COLECHlN.-You are too generous to
last.
Mr. BENT.-I take this opportunity also
of 6xpres::>ing my sorrow that we have lost
ELECTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS two men who sat here last year. It does not
matter on which side of the House they sat;
COMMITTEE.
The SPEAKER laid on the table his but take the late Mr. Ewen Cameron, who
sat here ih the Government corner. Honwarrant appointing Mr. lloyd, Mr. Bromley,
Mr. James Cameron, Mr. Elmslie, Mr. Fair- orable members will all agree with me that
he was ·a man of kindly consideration and of
bairn, Mr. Mackinnon, and Mr. VO{att, as the
great ability. I wish to say no more. Then
Committee of Elections and Qualifications.
we ""ill take the late Mr. Levien. I have
sat with him here for over 30 yeat's·, and I
TEMPORARY OHAIRMEN OF
feel the loss severely. I am sure that not
COMMITTEES.
only the district which he represented in
The SPEA.KER laid on the table his Parliament, but the State as a whole, recogwarrant; nominating Mr. G. H. Bennett, Mr. nised his sterling honesty, his great ability,
}3owser, Mr. Bromley, Mr. Duffus, and Mr. and the manner in which he worked for this
The
Thomson to act as temporary Chairmen of State of ours. I need say uo more.
Committees whenever requested to do so by very fact that I say this. and that honorable
members know it to be true, is enough.
the Chairman of Committees.
There is no need for me to be eulogistio , or
anything of that kind, because honorable
RTATE SCHOOL PLAYGHOUNDS.
members all know who these men were, and
Mr. BENT, in compli~\Dce with an order I can only say that we have now in their
-of the House (dated Jll)Y 12, 1905), pre- places two gentlemen whom I
am
sented.a retllrn relating tu State school play- pleased to say are sitting on this side
grounds.
of the House.
I have not the slig:htest
doubt, however, that if any difficulty should
TRUSTEES LAW A~1EN DMENT BILL .. occur on that (the Opposition) side and honMr. BE~T, by leave, moved fot' leave to orable members there require the help of
introduce a Bill to amend the law relating to those gentlemen they will be prepared to give
investment by trustees in Government and it, as well as any ad vice which may be ill their
public securities.
He sa.id-I take this power. The object of the Bill which I am
-opportunity of stating that I am pleased to now introducing is to enable trustee3 to lend
see 80 mA.ny honorable members here to-night. money to 0111' new Geelong Ha.rbor Trust.
During the recess we have had one or two That body is authorized to borrow a certain
sharp remarks. 1 wish now to say that I amount of money, but trustees at present are
trust we will forget all that has taken place not permitted to lend money to institutions
of that kind. This Bill will enable trustees
in that way, and will start off-to lend money to this grea.t institution which
Mr. SANGSTBR.-You cannot do it.
Parliaruent created last sessi(i)n, and whioh
Mr. COLBCHlN.- Will you wit.hdraw the has sitlce been doing good work.
statements yon made?
Mr. LEMMoN.-Surely no trustees will ever
Mr. BENT.-Certainly. I withdraw any- lend money to that show.
thing of that kind.
Mr. BENT.-Oh, that is Williamstown.
Mr. SANUSTER.-You will withdraw the However, I have not the slightest doubt that
lies and stick to the truth.
the trustees will come forward and will lend
Mr. BE~l'.-There you are-you start to that great city of Geelong, and the great
()ff at once. There are no lie~. I want at eountry at the back of it. I wish that the
this stage, at any rate. to start fair. I won't honorable member who interjects and I had
admit that there have been any lies, but a bit of it "on our own," even if it were only
RAILWAYS STANDING COMMITTEE.
ADDITIONAL
WATER SUPPLY AT
BALLARAT.
Mr. GRAHAM brought up a report from
the Parliatl1entary Standing Committee on
Railway! on the question of additional water
aupply for the city of Ballarat and the town
of Ballarat East.
The report was ordered to lie on the
table.
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a, few acres. I will not detain thc House
any longer, but will simply move for leave to
illtroduce the Bill.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read a
first time.

THE

COVEH~OR'S

SPEECH.
AD [) B. ESS-IN -H.EPL Y.
The SPEAKEl{ reported that the House
had that day attcllded His Excellency the
Goveruor ill the Legislative Council chamber,
when .H is Excelicncy was pleased to make a
speech to both Honses of Parliament Oll the
openillg of the session.
Mr. CA;\tlPBELL movedThat the following Address-in-Reply to the
speech of His Excellency the Goyernor to both
Houses of .Parliament be agreed to by this
House :MAY IT PLEASl': YOUR EXCELLENCY,-

We, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria, in
Parliament assembled. beg to express our loyalty
to our Most Gmcious ~overeign, and to tha.nk
Your Excellency for the gracious llpeech which
you have been pleased to addresl:! to P"rJiament.

He said - Mr. Spcaker, it is with considerable trepidation that I rise for the first
time to speak in this honorable Houl:le.
Various reasons have been given for my
entnUlce here, but I am quite COllvinced that
it was llOt beeause of any powers of speech
I possess that the electors of Ulenelg chose
me as their reprel:lentative. Neither Clm I
flatter myself that it is for any such reason
that 1 have had the honour of being intrusted with the task of movinc- the Addressiu-Heply to His Excellency's sp~ech. I trust,
however, tha.t my llerVOUSlless will not prevent
me from receiving from honorable members
that kind and eonrtevus consideration which,
I underl:ltand, the Victorian Parliam8ut al ways
gives to new members ill the position I
occupy to-day. I desire at the very outset
of my remarks to state how deeply and
sincerely I regret, as I am sure all honorable
menlbers do, the sad event that has been the
primary cause of my presence here to-day.
I allude to the lamented death of the late
esteemed member for Glenelg, Mr. Ewen
Cameron. 1 knew Mr. Cameron well before
he entered Parliament. He was a man above
the average in intellectual power, and his
natural ability, supplemented by a good education, he had devoted for years to the
study of social and economic problems.
I feel confident that had he been spared,
his services would have been of increasing value to the whole of the State.
Though I differ from some of the late
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Ulember'sviewl:l, I feel confident that his
guidillg principle was to benefit his fellow
men. Even though his efforts might mean
the estrangement of some of his friends he
was fearless in expressing the views that hebelieved were calculated to achieve his purpose. I feel impelled at the very outset of
my remarks to expresl:l my feelings in regard
to the matter, <tlld I feel sure they will be
re-echoed by all honorable members who had
the privilege of being associated with him in
this Honse. A new departure in State
polities took place after the lamented death
of Mr. Ewen Cameron. For the first time, or, at
any rate, the first for many years, the leaders
of both parties in Parliament, with their supporters, took the platform in my const.ituency,.
with the result that the electors of Glenelg
had placed before them by the responsible
leaders, and in a remarkably vigorous manner,
the po]i~y of each party. The action or
both sides was keenly appreciated in the electorate, the speeches delivered were politically
of the highest educational value, and I must
congratulate the Premier upon the convincing proof given in Glenelg, and letter on at
Barwon, that the country is solidly behind
the Government. The people of this Stat~
have unquestionably shown that they are not
prepared to go to extremes on social or
political questions. rrhey are quite satisfied
with the steady march of reform that has
marked the policy of the present Government, and they have also unmistakably declared their preference for the doctrine or
individual effort as against Communism~
Socialism, or whatever "ism" it may be
called. I congratulate both sides, the Government and the Opposition, on the energy displa.yed in increasing the interest. in current
topics in the electorate, aud I believe that
similar organization adopted in other cases
will secure the true democratic principle of
majority representation in everyconstitueIJcy.
I am in the same fortunate position as those
members who, for thil ~aRt three sessions~
have had a similar duty as I have to perform t
in being able to congratulate the Government on the continnance of material prosperity, which has been referred to in
the address of His Exeellellcy the Governor, and more particularly in the Premier's
pre-seiSsional speech at Brighton. Providence has indeed been kind to our fair land,.
and with the late rains we have still further
promise of continued prosperity in the coming
season.
In the capable hands of the
'}'reasurer the finances of our ~tate have
been so ably administered that the year
will close with. a surplns of £700,000, and I

The Governor's Speech:

am not surprised at that~ ilr} view of the cap.able administration. I remember that at
-0asterton I considered that the Treasurer was
too modest when he took exception to me even
hinting that the surplus might be half a
million. I can heartily congratulate the
Government on the work I'.Iccomplished
during last session. They are to be eongratulated on t.he policy then inaugurated
<>f raisin; locally some of the fu.nds l'eq uired
for loan converl3ion, which is to be continued.
The local flot.ation of our recent loan wad a bold
.and statesmanlike effort on the part of the
Treasurer, and has shown the people of London that no matter how they regard our
securities we know their value, and have
proved our confidence in them by taking up
the loan Qurselves. This principle, I
hope, will be continued in connexioB
with the flotation of our smaller loans;
but, I think, with the bigger loans caution
:should be taken so that the sources of investment should not be too completely dried up.
'The closer settlement policy Gf the Government in the last session bas my hearty commendation, and I am sincerely pleased at
the excellent work that has been done during
the recess in the direction of carrying out the
provisions of the Closer Settlement Act. I
.am also pleased that the Government intend
to introduce legislation to still further extend
the benefits of the Act, so that all classes
may partieipate in it. I sincerely approve
.of the amendment proposed in the finaneial
clauses of the Act, that the first payments
should be lighter, or rather suspended,
.after the first, for two years. I am also
pleased to know that the Premier propoRes to
broaden the facilities under the Act, so that
deserving suitable men without means may
have an opportunit.y of securing a home for
themselves and their families on ~hi land. The
proposal for the extension of the principle of
subdividin~ estates, especially those pur(}hased in the vicinity of towns, so that a portion may be reserved to be cut up in small
blocks for working men, also pleases me.
Many of the labouring classes, whose employment is of an intermittent character, could
work a smaH piece of land in conjunction with
their ordinary avocation to advantage. During the selsion I hope that the matter of
-opening up Crown lands freely for selection.
as I advocated on the platform, will be carried
into effect.
Large areas wbich are now
simply grazing blocks, for which a nominal
rent is paid, will be found, witb the aid of
fertilizers, to be highly productive, as in the
(}I.se of the lands in the Wycliffe-road district.
The Premier referred to this matter in his
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speech at Brighton, when he said that we
could clear land for less money than we paid
for it. The Closer Settlement Board is certainly to be congratulated on the purchases of
estates they have made so far. The price
given for estates has been commented on,
but I believe they could be sold in a great
many cases at an increase on the price paid
for them. 'rhere is certainly a boom in laud
at the present time, and I would like to see,
a.s the Premier sa:d at Brighton, some of the
money devoted, if possible, to the improvement of Crown lands, and the settlement of
Ollr people on them. I desire to congratulate the Government OIl the work that has
been done, and is being done, through the
Agricultural Department in encouraging intense culture, ann also in proving the quality
of generally despised lands, as in the Heytesbury .Forest. In this conuexiOll I hope that
experimen tal blocks will be established in
nearl y every district. There are large tracts
of heath lands in the Casterton and Portland
districts which I have not the slightest doubt
could be made productive and fit for settlement. I would also like to see experimental
agricu ltural classes and plots, where possible, in connexioll with our State schools.
S0mething has been done in this direction, but we cannot do too much to influence our young peov1e in the direction
of agriculture. Every inducement is held
out to them to fly to the large cities, but
little to remain in the country as tillers of
the soil. In referring to the legislation of
last session, I would like to say that I 0011sider the Water Bill is a monument to the
energy and ability of the Minister of Water
Supply. It is a measure that has made the
waters of the State the property of the people,
and has est» blished the principle of State
ownership. In the north those waters will be
used for irrigating the arid areas. So startlingly has the need for pure foods been
brought home to us through the recent revelations in America: exaggerated though they
may be, that I must congratulate the Government on having passed the Pure Food Act
and the Milk Supervision Act last session.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-More Socialism for the
" corner."
Mr. CAMPBI~~LL.-In connexiOll with the
naw legislation foreshadowed in the speech of
His Excelleney the Governor, and in the
Premier's address at Brighton, I note with
pleasl.lre that in the very forefront of the
Government's proposals are placed the two
great social questions of the day-liquor and
gambling reform. The Government is to be
thanked for affording honorable members the
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opportunity of dealing with the two greatest
evils that are menacing our young national
life. The Premier if3, without doubt, makiug
an honest effort to cOpP. with these evil!:i, and
I feel confident that all honorable members,
however they may differ as to details, are in
earnest and at oue in the desire to do what
i!:i pO!:isible to diminish Ot' remedy these destructive agencies which are in our midst. I
t.rust that the character of the Bills to be
introduced will be such that they will not
fail in accomplishing their obj~ct.
1'he
Premier's announcement that he il1tends to
bring in a Bi.tl to repeal the separate representtlti011 provisions respecting Government
servants, has my hearty approval, and I
believe there will be a majority in favour of
the proposal, both in this HOllse and in the
country. I have sufficient faith in the loyalty
of civil servant~ as a body to believe that
they can be trusted with the same privileges
as are posscs!:it:'d by the rest of the community.
As under t he Constitution Act provi!:iion was
made for 68 members, I do not know what
the Government propose to do in the evcut of
the repea] of the meHsure being carriedwhether there will be more seats created or
whether it is intended simply to distribute
the votes amongst the pre~ent ones. J will,
however, deal with that question ",hen the
proper opportunity otl'ers. 1 am also gratified
to notice that another matter \V hich I ad vocated before my constituents, \\'ith regard to
the increase of the municipal subsidy, has the
Government's approval. I know of no State
money that, as a geneI'd rule, is more j udiciously expended than that disbursed through
the Q1unicipal bodies, the members of which
devote much time and labour to the administration of local affairs.
V\I~hile congratulating the Government on their generally
safe and sound policy in connexion
with the finances, and acknowledgillg the
splf'mdid work they have dOlH~ in rellucing
the country's liabilities so much, I did hope,
in view of the general prosperity of the
country at the present time, and of th~ three
large surpluses we have had, and of the
almost certain prospect of another large
one in the near future, that the Treasurer
would have announced the suspension of the
income tax. It might be urged that in such
times of prosperity the people can best afford
to pay the tax, but I do not think that is
a ground on which taxation can be justified.
The tax itself is such an extremely vexatious
and harassing one. In the experience of most
people the amount of money they actually
have to pay is the least objectionable feature
ef the impost. It is almost an impossibility
Mr. Oampbell.
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to comply with the conditions of the
schedules, and the trouble, worry, and expense
of preparing the returns. This feature, ill the
majority of cases in the country, among the
farmers,at any rate, is more objectionable
than the tax itself. I hope that the Treasurer, in the re-adjustment of taxation he has.
foreshadowed for the consideration of the
new Parliament eleven months hence,
will provide for the entire abolition of
the tax, or for a reduction, accompanied
by some im pro\'ed method of collection,
which will afford people an opportunity
of easily making up their returne, and
so prevent the distraction which occurs once
a year to a majority of reputable people.
1 am extremely glad to learn that our railways are in such a flourishing condition, and
that it is proposed to make further improvements in the train service_ We can do with
a good deal of improvement in this direction
in my own district. 'fhe Railways Commissioners are to be congratulated on the
success of their endeavours to make the
rail ways pay. A t the same time, I cannot
in all sincerity compliment the Commissioners upon s~me of the efforts adopted
to achieve this result. In t.his connexion I
would especially mention the inequitable
. system of differential rates which at present
prevails. Under ordinary conditions the
::;tate holds a monopoly of nine-tenths
of the carrying trade of the community,
but, not content with 'this, it enters
into competition with private enterprise~
such aR that of steam-ship owners and
others, to secure the remaining tenth.
But this private enterprise does not suffer
alone. The ports, on the improvement of
which large sums of money hltve been expended by other Government Departments,
have their legitimate trade diverted, and the
expenditure which has been incurred in cellnexion with them rendered nugatory. How
can a State benefit by one Department practically robbing ano~her in this fashion? How
also can a system of rates be justified that
means the chat ging for the carriage of goods
in one direction almost. three times as much as
for the carriage of the same goods the same
distancQ in allother direction? I have certain figures in connexiotl wit h thh matter,
but I will not ask honorable members to
consider them just 110W, as I may have
another opportunity of bringing them before
the House. There is one certain result,
however, of diverting, as is done, produce
from its proper trade channel, and that is the
intensifying of the evils of centralizatIOn;
and this policy I am confident the Premier
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does not indorse, for no one haa done more
than that honorable gentleman has dOlle,
and is still doing, to enoourage and pro·
mote deoentraliza.tion. The honorable gentleman's ll:agnifioent scheme of harbor improvements a.t Geelong is one of the
many steps he has taken ill this direotion,
and I trust that he will be long spared to
continue a similar decentralizing policy,
under which the country must certainly
flourish, and all the outports benefit. I congratulate the Government on their intention,
as expressed in His Excellency the Governor's
speech, of continuing the policy of opening
.p the country by means of railway extension,
and of introducing Bills to provide for the
construction of several new lines of rail way.
I also most heartily commend the Premier
for the broad and true Federal spirit evinced
by him in his public utterances, in conllexion
with providing greater railway facilities between tho States. Why should not the producers in South Australia be permitted to
get to their nearest port if it is Portland in
Victoria., and why, in like manner, should not
the producers in Victoria be permitted to get
'iheir produce to Kingstown in South A~lS
tralia if that is their nearest port. and gives
the best facilities fol' reaching the markets of
the world 1 This is the true Federal spirit,
a.nd if this spiri t had been shown in other
directions, more of the all-round benefit we
were led to believe, would flow from the
inauguration of Federation would be apparent.
I must, however, hasten to a close. There
are other measures proposed to which I can
only make brief reference. With regard to
eomvulsory voting, I may say that, having
so reeently stood an election myself, I feel
considera.ble interest in the provisions of the
Bm it is proposed to in trod uce, but I prefer
not to express a.n opinion upon this question
until I have heard it debated.
I feel,
however, at present that the principle of
compulsory voting must be allied with some
such provision as the exha.ustive ballot,
which is also proposed by the Government.
I would ask that the Government, before
they finally decide to introduce the exhaustive ballot, should consider whether the
preferential method of voting wou Id 'not be
less trouble to the elector, especially in the
country. A Bill providing for the better
ma.nagement and utiliz>l.tion of the timber
areas of the ~ta.te will have my hearty
support. I believe that much of the land
reserved for forests is not of much use from
a forestry point of view, but that a great
deal of it is fit for cultivation and would be
re&dily taken up if thrown open for selection.

Addres~-in-Rept'!l'

I fear, however, to weary honorable members,
and wiJl trouble them no more on this
oocasion with remarks Qn the many excellent
measures which are foreshadowed, aU representing a forward movement. I sincerely thank
honorable members for listening so patiently to me, and I hope, with their assi::atauce, to be of some use in Parliament to my
native State of Victoria.
Mr. F ARRER.-Honorable members are)
of course, well aware that I am quite a greenhorn, not long from the country; but I hope,
with their indulgence, to do my duty as a.
Member of Parliament. I have the honour
of seconding the motion for the a.doption of
the Address-in-Reply, so a.bly moved by my
friend, the honorable member for Glenelg, but
I am doubtful of my &bility to deal with the
matter as capably as, perhaps, honorable members would like to have it dealt with. I am
very grateful for the very kind reception they
have given me, and I hope that the 8ame
generosity will be extended to me, not only
to the end of this speech, but until the greenness and shyness have worn off, and I am able
to fight with more strength. I am considerably handicapped by a very severe cold, and
in consequence of that I am by no means in
good form, and I am therefore especial1y glad
to see that honorable members are prepared to extend me every indulgence.
should like
Before going further I
to say that I felt a real sadness
at having had to reach out to this honorable
position as a representative in Parliament
through the death of that well· known and
highly-respectt'd gentleman, the late Honorable J. .1:". Levien; but I trust that in time I
shall be able to fill his place in this House to
the satisfaction of my eleotors. Coming now
to the importanG matters before the fLouse I,
like my honorat.le friend who preceded me,
must admit that climatio conditions have
during the past year greatly increased production, but I do not brget that Providenoe
helps those who help themselves, and I
think I may say that a good Government
assists, or is the desire of, Providence.
J ncreased natural production, aDd especia.lly
if the profits of the producer are increased,
directly and indirectly increases the prosperity of the whole State. The proposal of
the Government to use the greater portion
of the present surplus for redemption of loan
purposes appears to me to be a very
sound polic), and if we show our
capability in raising some of our loans.
looally,
that
must impress
foreign
financiers and increase our credit abroad.
VeryimpQrtant results, as honorable members.
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are aware, have followed from the last C01Jference of Premiers and Ministers of the
States and of the Commonwealth. The States
have a really live interest in the finances of
the Commo;lwealth, and the financial movements of the CG>mmollwealth will have to be
carefully watched in the near future.
It
appears to me that if we are not to have
heavy local taxation we must hold fast to all
our claims on the Commonwealth revenue,
and must fight strongly aga,inst any attempt
the Commonwealth l~arliament may make to
impose direct taxation on State taxpayers.
A measnre which would settle the difficulty
between Victoria, New South Wales, and
South Australia respecting the Murray waters
would be very interesting and very useful.
1£ we are able to settle that matter very impOl·tant results will follow. I hope and trust
the Government will place further funds and
facilities in the hallds of our Agricultural
Department, so tlnt it may provide useful
scientific knowledge for all the producers,
{,hm! continuing aud extending that highly
satisfactory educational work which the Department has commenced in some centres. I
hope, alsc), that some agricultural high
schools ,viII shortly be established, and I believe tha,t when the good results are more
apparent \ve shall have these colleges scattered
all over the State to the great benefit of the
people.
:Mr. ELMSLIE.-More Socialism!
Mr. FARRER-I am strongly ill favonr of
.establishing agricultural colleges and 00vernment experimental farms ill ~ll suitable
centres where they would be mmit valuable.
I regard a fnll measnre of scientific cdllcatic;m
for the practical producer, and the further
extension of the Closer Settlement Act, as
the t\\O most pressing needs of the day.
They will give two of the best results that
oan be obtained by legislative means. I much
prefer to settle the small farmer in the manner
he is being settled now nnder the Closer
Settlement Act, than to put him away back
in the bush on the Crown lands avaib,ble.
With regard to irrigation, the careful and
vigorous policy of the present Government
commends itself to me. rrhe principal ideas
that we should bear in miud in carrying out
irrigation schemes are, first, to make sure
that we have the water supply; and, :;;econd.
when we have the irrigation and water supply schemes, to make sure that the people
pay for the water as it become:;; available.
Irrigation schemes, if pushed on with on
these lines, will ulldoubtedly help many in
the northern areas, and increase the prosperity of the State. I cannot see that it is
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at all fair that because the Government have
eamed a large surplus, some people should
immediately cry out for the removal of the
income tax.
Jt is the fairest wealth tax
tha.t can be imposed, because one's income is
annual, and the tax is annual, aud if one
has no income he will have nothing to
pat
The person who has an income
is able to pay the tax, and should
not raise any objection to paying it to help
to develop the ~tate that he is living in.
The ~Iuall Improved Holdings Bill which
we are promised shows that this Governmellt are still deterrnined to help the
deserving poor in a useful manner. I would
give my most hearty support to any law that
would increase temperance) and at the same
time protect the best class of liquc>r vendor
against his less scrupulous brother in the
trade. I believe the measure to be introduced is designed to do that in a just and
proper manner. I have always been in accord with the political work done since Mr.
Irvine took charge in this House.
Mr. OUTTRlM.-Even separate representation.
Mr. FARRER.-The true economy and
wise expenditure brought about since Mr.
Irvine became Premier have commended
themselves to me and many throughout the
country.
I, like many others, am fully
aware that Victoria has gained by the
control and management of the finances
since that time. As to the railways, the
taxpayers should certainly feel under an obligation to the Commissioners for showing
snch a substantial profit, and rendering it
unnecessary to take further money from the
taxpayers' pockets, whilst at the same time
they have brought the rail ways up to a higher
standard of efficiency. From timeto time there
have been many ha.ggling and unjust complaints against the Commissioners. No doubt
there is room for improvement, for the public
can be better served, especially in the matter
of the freights; but, notwit.hstanding that,
Mr. Ta.it and his colleagues are the very
gentlemen who can flll'ther improve Ollr railway system if they arc supported and advised
by the people.
I was very gratifieu to find
that the Government are still inclined to push
on with the work of bringing the rollillg
stock into a better sta.te of efficiency, and
that they have granted a considerable sum
of money for the purpose. The increase of
the municipal subsidy is also a matter of
gratification t.o Rle, for no money is better
spent in the interests of the producer. I
shall give my hearty support to any measure
that 1 think will decrease gambling. Many
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forms of the evil now in existence must have
a decidedly bad effect upon our boys and our
men, and should, if possible, be put down.
I would welcome any improvements in the
Forestry Department, which has no doubt
suffered under land settlement in the past.
We have been too eager to settle the lands, and
some of the forest country has consequently
been alienated. A reasonable measure of compulsory voting will have a very good effect.
The electors generally appreciate their right
to vote, but lleglect to do so. I would also
strongly favonr any proposal that \vould result
in making ol1r criminals work. I never could
understand why any section of the community
should favour keeping them in idleness in
gaol, at the expense of honest men ~ntside.
This sy~tem is a iailure from the pnsoner's
own stand-point; if he has good muscle whe.n
he goes into gaol, let us by all means keel~ 1t
good, and if he is a loafer when he goes 111,
let us by all means .improve his mnscle. If
he is a swindler, let llS teach him how to earn
an honest living, and when he goes out preFared to face the world he will have a little
money in his rocket. Ullder the present
system, many of those wh~ are sent ~o gaol
do not regard the impr~sonment 111 the
manner in which it. is intended. If proper
methods are adopted. and criminals are made
to understand that they mnst, while
in gaol, maintain themselve~, the resnh
will be that in coun.e of t1me, the gaol
lodging hOl1~e will altogether disappea.r.
There are many other important matters
which I will not hother honorable members
with, for I know they are becoming weary of
hearing so inexperienced a speaker. As I
have already assured honorable members, the
Government have so firmly implanted themselves in my esteem that I am proud to be i.n
the position of supportillg them-proud of .It
every time. I am confident that they wIll
introduce these measures ill a form that will
commend itself to the majority of the House,
and that the measures which are introduced
for the sanction of the House will, when they
have received the benefi t of the deliberations
of honorable members. be useful to the whole
of the people of Victoria.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he desired to
remind the Premier that, according to a statement published in the press, the honorable
gentleman was agreeable to an adjournment,
of the debate until Tuesday next. He begged
to moveTha.t the debate be now adjourned.

The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjourned until Tuesday, July 3.
Se.s.~ion 1906.-[2J

Acldress-in-Reply.

17

THE LATE MR. SEDDON.
Mr. BENT movedTha.t this House pla.ce on its records the sorrow
&nd regret which is felt at the great loss which thecolony of New Zea.la.nd and the Empire have sustained by the death of the Right HonorableRicha.rd :::ieddon, P.C., the Prime Minister of New
Zealand, whose great career and splendid public
services endeared him to all classes.

He said-Perhaps I may be pern~itted, .befo~e
the House adjourns, to su bmit thIS motIOn, m
view of the fact 1hat it. is only a short time
since we invited the members,of this I-Iouseand there were sixty odd members of the
I-louse present-to meet the distinguished
gentleman who repre&ented New Zealand. It is
unnecessary for me to make a long speech·
regarding the acts of that great man. Most
honorable members were present upon that
occasion and acquiesced in a11 that he said,
and as his actions were based on broad humallitv, I fancy that all sorts and conditions
of me;} in this community appreciated the
way in which he was received. by us. It
would ill become me to allow thIS House to
adjourn without taking this opportunity of
askin o' honorable members, at allY rate, to
consider the circumstances of his untimely
death. He was seen here by nearly every·
body .. All were willing to meet him, and
although his visit here was for the purpose
of a rest, he worked all the time. Personally,
I knew him for over 40 years. He was very
kind to me and told me variol1s things that
he thought would help in governing this
country. That advice 1 apprecin,tcd highly.
He invited me to go to New Zealand, and I
believe he invited some others that are here.
I regret that he will not be there to receive
us if we are able to go.
I am quite sure
honorable members will not consider I am
out of place in asking the Honse to record its
sympathy for the manner in which he left us,
and I shall feel obliged if the leader of the
Opposition will be kind enough to second
this proposition of mine. If it is in order
I should like the motion to be put on the
records of 'the I-louse, and if that can be
done I will have, I cannot say pleasure, in
propo~ing it, because it is no ple~sllre to me, ,
but I feel it a duty to ask th1~ House to
place on its minutes a record of the great
work that great man did during his life-time.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-] t is with 'sincere
regret that 1 have to second a motion of this
ch'aracter.
I mif!ht say that [ would
have been prepared to do so without any
request or invitation from the honorable
geutleman who has nloved it. rrhe late
Mr. Seddon is known and will be known
in history for the active part he took in
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forwardillg the democra.tic movement, and it
WitS hiH great probity a.nd detormination in
the matter and t he met hod he adopted in
forcin~ it forward t hat to-day makes him
hf.ld ill reverence hy thousands of people
throllghout Australia who look as his monument to the works hp has performed in COllllexioll with New Zealand. He was thc man
who believed in the people, and the yery first
step he took bcfore his determination for reo
fo: Ill, wheu the great lmlk of those whO) were
governing the other colonies and other parts
of the wor:d wei'c ohjectiug to thl' legislation
he was bringing flH'ward, wa.s to plaee a complete franchise ill the hands of the people to
.~ive them power themselves to regulate the
laws by which they wonld be governed in
that State. If there is any lesson to be
Il.pplied to Parliaments throughoutAnstralia-~
to this Parliamcnt, which is backward in
enfranchising the people--it is thc lesson
applied hy 1\11'. Seddon, and before him by
Sir Oeorge Urey and ~Ir. Ballance, that you
mm;t place the powcr ill the hands of the
people compll,tl'ly if you want the people to be
able to gover,) the country as they would desire it to he gO\·el'lled. ~o <:;ection of the
people can govern It country in the way the
people waut it governed, and 110 section of the
pcople should be allo\\'cd to govern a country.
It was Mr. Scrld()n'~ determination to place
a complete franchise in tho hands of the
people that llIade his llHlIle revereneed, beea\lSt~ that complete fm,nchise enabled meaHmes to he passed which this Parliament will
hln's donc well if it passes in the next te~l
vea.rs.
" Jlr. 'Y AT'I'.-'l'he U ppor House in New
Zealand is a nominee Chamber.
Mr. pnE~I)1<:){GAST.-:\lr. Sf'ddon had
to fight that Chamber Ilpon the qnestion of
reform, \\' hercas we 1m \'c ab,llldoned the figl't
upon question" of reform. It is with sincere
regret-a. regret that I find is world-widethat we havc to pasH a motion of this character. His WHile Ilnd works will live because
he has done things tlmt we have declined to
do in Victoria. His actions in fighting for
adult :mffrnge ~md for thc reform of the other
half of ParlIament in New Zealand, and sneh
reforms as these, have brought his llflme into
pronlincnce throughout the world, and caused
n. llulllberof lllen to-day to revere his memory.
1'hrough thc reverence I hold for his name
because of the work he has done, I hope thosc
who revere his memory in Victoria. will follow
in his footsteps, and so advance this State
and make its name known throughout the
world.
We (the members of the Opposition), in conn ex ion with the work we
L
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are doing on this side of the House, will
follow anyone who will do Lhis class of work.
vYe do not care from which side of the House
he comes. 'rYe are here to uphold, not parties,
but the interests of the people, alld we say
that the noblest tribute that can be paid to
tbe memory of ~Ir. Seddon is to follow hi~
footsteps in this House. Those who do that
will have earnet! the gratitude of the people
of this country, as Mr. Seddon earned the
gratitude of the democrats of this country
and of his own people.
Mr. MACKINNON.-lt was my privilege
to know :Mr. Seddon, and to see the country
which he ruled so successfully, and for so
many years. Although there may be doubts
amongst some people as to what the I:l.dvan~
tage of the direction of a Government may
be in a country-there a.rc many, I know, who
hold that it matters little what sort of
Government yon have in a countrY-llobody
could go to New Zealand with his eyes open
\vithollt coming back with the conviction
that the prosperity of New Zealalld was
undoubtedly due to the wise and faithful
administration and legislation which was
directed by the late Mr. B.ichnrd Seddon.
Mr. Seddon had a greater claim, perhaps, 011
our regard than any man of reccnt years who
has died in the English-speaking community,
for the reason that he and Mr. Ballance were
abr-lOlutely pioneers acti\'ely ill this work.
Philosophers may have written books and
formulated philosophies, but Mr. Seddon
undoubtedly translated into action, and made
part of the practical life of the people that
he ruled. over, those principles. \V hich were
part of his own nature. The enactment and
th,~ administration of thm:e principles undoubtedly contributed very largely to the
happiness of the people of New Zealand, a.nd
they have done more. He ha~ ulldonbtf'dly
left" his cOllntry-he has left it now, and I
hope that som"e worthy suncessor nlay take
his place-as an example of what Can be done
in tbe direction of improvement by State
action among a people. rrhe ::;ucces::; which
has attended the action of the people of l\ ew
Zealand will, I think, encourage the commonsense people of the British .Empire and of
ontside lHl.tiom: to think that there arc many
things that they havc been prejudiced
against in the past which are practicable,
and that many of those things which even
now they havc a lingering opposition to lllay
Huccessflllly be put into force, and may result
in greater happiness to the people among
whom they are enacted. Personally, Mr.
Seddon was a grand man. II e was a splendid
man to meet, and it is sorrew, I think, to every
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one that such a man should be cut off at so
early an a.ge, because, after all, he was a
young and vigorous man.
He was an
extremely active man when he was here, and
I am afraid he drew too largely on the great
physical vitality he had in his earlier years.
I am sure it must be a matter of regret to
everyone to see a man of his standing cut
down in the way in VI' hich he was; but, short
as his life was, he has left an indelible mark
on the histol'Y of Australasia. I cordially
support the motion.
Mr. BROMLEY.-I knew the late Mr.
Richard Seddon for many years as a personal friend, and I always regarded him as
one of the greatest statesmen that Australia
has ever prodllce~.
His death was sad and
sudden. The news of it came upon us with a
. great shocIe V-i e hal.l been shaking hands
with him here almost the night before he left
Australia, and he left these shores with the
praise of all the people of Australia ringing
in his ears. He died in the zenith of his
glory.
But that is not the point I want to
make.
Mr. Seddon was a great man to
make history for his own coulltry, and he
made that history.
Many people who
declaimed agaiDst him for y.ears past have
said that he enjoyed the advantage of periods
of proRperity. If that be so I might turn
round here and say that our Premier, much
as I respect him, has had years of prosperity
which have enabled him to bring the State
into the position in which we find it to-day.
But when we look at the history of New
Zealand in the past and look at its representatives preceding Mr. Seddon, and when we
know that those representatives also had
years of prosperity, we must regard Mr. Seddon as a man of gigantic mind and as a statesman who commanded our respe::t. As you, Mr.
Speaker, are aware, with other men in Australia, I do not care what their political opinions
may be, we all had the highest regard and the
highest esteem for Mr. Richard Seddon, and
we all deeply regret his death.
I· had
hoped that some tribute of praise or memory
would have been paid also to two deceased
old members of this House-Mr. Levien and
Mr. Ewen Cameron. I suppose that that
will be done in good time. As this question
has arisen to-night, however, I could not help
rising in my place as one who has travelled
all through New Zealand, ar.d who also knew
Mr. Seddon in Victoria as a personal friend,
to pay my tribute of praise to a Ulan who I
consider was a genins, and one of the greatest
statesmen that Australia has ever produced.
The motion was agreed to.
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Mr. BENT movedThat the Clerk be directed to enter on the
journals of the House that the foregoing motion
was passed unanimously.

The motion was agreed to.
The SPEAKER-It will be my pnvl ..
lege to forward a copy of these resolutions to
New Zealand.
ADtl0URNMENT.
Mr. BENT movedThat the House, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday next.

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. BENT movedThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. HANNAH said he desired to take this,
the first public opportunity he had, of asking
the Premier if he was now prepared to withdraw the statement he had made that be (Mr.
Hannah) was a liar.
The motion was agreed to.
The Honse adjourned at six o'clock, until
half-past fOllr o'clock on Tuesday, July 3.

LEGISLATIVE COUKCIL.
Tuesday, July 3, 1900.
The PRESJDEN'l' took the chair at eight
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read the
prayer.
LEADER OF THE HOUSE.
The HOll. T. C. HARWOOD.- Mr
President, I have the pleasure of informing
you that the Council have done me the
honour of electing me to be their unofficia.l
Jeader in the House, on the occasion of Sir
Henry Cuthbert having vacated the office.
When I recollect, within my comparatively
short experience, the gentlemen who have
filled this office during my time, and when I
consider the great abilities of those gentlemen, I feel that there is a very grc:a.t possibility of there being short-comings on my
part. But I am strengthenfld by the good
feeling that is exhibited by honorable members in assuring me that they wish me to fill
this office, and I have accepted the responsibility of it in the belief that, in doing my
very best to succeed those who have so ably
filled it before me, I shall do all that can
reasonahly be expected of me. I hope that
I shall be able to satisfy the Honse in what
I do in that position.
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The (Jon. .J. M. DA VIE8.-0n behalf
of the Government I de~ire to congratulate
.MI'. Harwood on being elected to the honora\.; Ie, dignified, anel responsible position of
leader of the Hon::;e, and I congratulate hOllorable members 011 their selection. I am sure,
from ollr experience of what he has been able
to do in the past, that he is fully capable of
discharging the dnties of his p~siti0n, and he
s likely to show the same ability in connexion
with them as he has always done ever since
he has been a member of this House. He
has al ways been a most regular attendant,
and has taken an interest in every Bill, I
think, that has come before the Chamber for
consideration. Although there is a certain
amount of responsibility in the new position,
I think the honorable member will find that
he willuot have to do lUore work in performing his duties than he did as au ordinary
member.
The PHESIDENT.-I may be allowed to
say that I think the House is to ue congratulated upon the selection it has made of such
an old and able member as ~1r. Harwood.
Personally, I feel great gratification, for I
knoVl' that I shall receivb much assistance
from him, and his well-knowu ability in dealing wi t h the Bills that come before liS will
make the task easier for all of I1S. \Yith two
such able leaders a~ Mr. Harwood 011 OIle side,
and the Attorney-General on the other. I am
sure the House 'Will 1>e in a good position to
conduct it:::; busillesR.
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more plebeian manner on foot, in order
to try and persuade Mr. Harwood, if he
had not already made up his mind, to take
the position, which, as it happened, he had
since accepted. He was blocked at the
H.athdown-street entrance, his cabman had
to set hiDl down in the rain at the outside
gates, and he had to walk to the chamber
while it Was raining. He knew that the
President, when he drove up in his motor,
had the same experience, and he thought it
was high time that access should be given to
the chamber in the shortest possihle way.
The Hon .•r. M. DAVIES said that,
although Mr. Campbell had called attention
to the closing of this gate, as soon as he (Mr.
Davies) had entered the Honse this afternoon, he had brought the matter under the
notice of the Clerk because he had had to
walk round. For this reason he wanted to
know if there was not some infringement of
the rights and privileges of honora.ble members. He did not know who was responsible,
and whether it was the Exhibition Trustees
or the Goverument who had charge of the
matter.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR. - Parliament is
supreme.
The Hon. J. OM. DAVIES said he was not
certaiu whether the property was not vested
in the Exhibition Trustees, but he would
hrin.c2: the mutter before the Premier, with
the view of having the Government take any
action thr.t it could.
The PRESIDENT.-Some time ago I
ENTRANCE TO PAULI A~IENT HOUSE heard of this gate being closed and I communicated with the Clerk of ·Works. The
GROUNDS.
result was that the gate was opl::!lled. J"ast
'l'he HOll. J. C. CAMPBELL said, by leave,
week it was open for several days, but owing
h(' would like to call the attention of the
to something it has been suddenly dosed on
Attorney-General to the great incOllvenience
the very day the Honse meets. I communicaused to honorable members by the closing
cated immediately on hearing of this to-day
of the gate facing Rathdown-stl'cet, which
with the Department of Public ·Works, and
was the 1learest entrance to the Legislative
I am sure that the matter will be attended
Council. and he would like to Imow by whc>se
to. Honorable members cannot be stopped
authority the ga.te ha,d been closed.
He
from coming to the chamber through this
would like to have the matter given immegate, and it lUust be opened.
I really do
diate attention. He himself had driven his not understand why they should haye been
buggy to this entranoe. only to find it closed,
ulocked.
and had then to drive away for about half-amile to get to the chamber.
PETI'I'ION.
The lIon. J. BALFOUR said he wis\1ed
The Hon. \V. S. MANIFOLD said he
to support strongly the remarks that had desired to present a pel itiull, signed by
been made by Mr. Campbell. He did not 'I'homas H.andall, of the Ozone Hotel, \Varrknow why it wn,s that. members of the Council llambool, relating to the licensing la~'s. He
should l;ave the way to their own chamber begged to 1I10\'eblocked.
It wa.s It mattel' that required
rfhat the petition be receh'ell and reacl.
immediate attention. 'I'o-day he had driven
up himself, as he was in a hurry,
The PHESIDENT.---I do llot see ar.y
otherwise he would have come in a prayer in the petition.
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The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD.-I think it is
at the end.
'fhe PRESIDENT.-It saysI ask therefore tha.t your honorable House.will
take these fa.cts into consideration, and will be
fllea.sed to pass a Bill making such an amendment
In the laws rel~tiog to licensing as will ena.ble a
pUblican's licence to be transferred from an inferior
hotel to the t, Ozone."

The Hon. J. M. DAVIEs.-Is not that
a matter relating to a private Bill ?
The PHESIDENT.-I will takA this petition on the next day of meeting. I would
first like to cOlJsider whether it. is in order.
If the honorable member brings it up then, I
will inform him of my decision.

'l'HE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
ADDRESS-IN -REPLY.

Th9 debate (adjourned from 'Vednesday,
June 27), on the Hon. D. E. McBryde's
motion f"r the adoption of an Address-inReVly to the Governor's speech, was reslllned.
The Hon. D. .MEL VILLE.-I feel very
pleased that in this House there is nothing in the character of a party division,
and that I caunot be required to take the
set position of being opposed to the Government. Nothing of the kind exist~ here, and
I think it might be said, and said truly, that
this Cbamber the Government of the day
have no natural enemies that I know of, and
certainly no official ones. I have had the
advantage of being a good deal with the
present Premier in his early times when he
was Chairman of the Railways Standing
Commit.tee, and I know the heartiness with
which he went to work on the Committee,
and the sincere desire to benefit the State
that led him to pnsh everything that came
up before the O~mmittee. I remember the
Premier taking in hand a tremendously
heavy work in bringing about a change
in the cost of our railwavs. \vith the
result that the tremendous" price which
was charged for land needed for rail way
construction
was brought down. The
oountry is now getting the benefit of that
indefatiga.-ble work which the Premier did. I
have foHowed his career since then, and last
reeess I observed the same energy p.nd push
tlisplRyed by him when he visited almost
every part of the State. As far as I can see,
every proposal that has been made has been
personally under his notice,and he has given
time and attention to the various matters
that have been brought forward. 'iVhile I say
that, I am perfectly satisfied that every
member of the Honse likes to have an oppor-
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tunity of bringing under the notice of the
House and ihe country those matters that
are of great importance, and those matters
that are pressing on the public attention.
Now, I do not want to do anything more
'than ttl,ke my share in this debate, and I
only intend to take notice of the few things
which I have giveu some special attention to,
more particularly with regard to the land
preposals and railway proposals cOlltained in
the Governor's speech, and I will also make a
few remarks on water and irrigation.
The
show presented in the Governor's speech
i:s like that of a draper - there are
a pretty good lot of sacrifices. In the
. words of t.he drapers' advertisements, thil'3 is
remnant alay. It looks as if the Government
had got together in their policy almost every·
thing-even that t.hey have anticipated some
of the whims of the Labour Party. It seems
that they have covered the whole ground,
and have taken the wind out of the
sails of the other side more completely than any Government have ever
done in my time. I congratulate the HOl.lse
on the position the Government have taken
up in conn13xion with their grand surplus.
I can remember two or three members
speaking very strongly against the tremendous income tax, and saying that with a.
good surplus it -would surely be a proper
thing to reduce that tax. Surely tlle proper
thing to do is to liquidate our debts, and it
has been prcHnised publiely that a great part
of the surplus is to go to the liquidation
of the debts that have accrued. In connexion with the closer settlement policy, the
first thing that takes my attention is that
the Government have spent £1,000,000 in
acq uiring land for the purposes of closer settlement under the Act. According to an
article in the Age newspaper, thttt money has
bought. private land at tla.e extraordinary
price of an avera!!e of £i an acre. Vic. toria has had one long continuous experiment in land legislation. It began
in 1853, when I came to the State,
and since then all sorts of extraordinary
land policies have been placed before
the country.
rrhere was a proposal for
leasing all the land, and then came the Duffy
Land Act. There has been some experiment
proposed in every year of the history of the
State. We have hlld the leasehold, we have
had the system of payment in twenty ye~rs,
a.t Is. an acre per anuum. 'rVe practically
got rid of the bulk of the land then;
and at what an awful sacrifice!
A
million of money has been sj)ent to
buy back that land at an fiverage of £7
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per acre. There is an enormous quantity of
most valuable land, river frontages. and other
htnd where there is good soil, all available to
the Government, and yet they have had the
courage to buy other land. Immigration i::;
talked of, but will the man ill England come
here when he sees that land has been
bought at an average of £7 an acre? Why
not consider the ~tate lands? I think it
would be wise to take into consideration the
Murray River country.
'fhe Hailways
Standing Committee w~re there a fortnight
or three weeks ago, and they found in ] 30
miles of river frontage no man able to .tell
them where they eould get a little boat to
get across to New South Wales.
.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-'rhat is where
you got lost the other day.
The Hon. D. MEL VILLE.-That is quite
right. Going down to Balranald between
Swan Hill and Ellston, we could not find a
man who could get us across the river. How.
is it that for tifteen years, 1:~O miles of river
frontage ha.s been deserted 1 Buying up
la.nd at .£7 an acre while the State possesses
all this land, is a question needing consideration. 1'l1ere should be thirty or forty villages
on that frontier, but there is no village in
the whole of the frontage I have indicated.
There is no eommunication between New
South "'"ale::; and Victoria in this district,
and one side of the couutrv does not know
what the other side is doing.
It looks as if
it had been determined bv both States that
there should be no pass~ge between them.
After a considerable time the Hnilways Standing Committee fonnd a little boat which was
able to take them over to New South Wales
one at a time, and then we had to travel
along the road at night for 17 miles to get to
Balranald. At the back of this land there
is the whole Mallee available to the people.
The Government has paid an average of £7
an acre for the land they have bought, and
the question is-are they going to stop now or
are they going on ~ If men arc to bny this
land at £7 an acre, will they be able to live
and pay the interest on the purchase money,
or will there be a repetition of what was
called by Sir George 1' urnel"s Government
'writing down" 1 The most unfair thing
that ever was done to the State was to
" write down" the value of that land and of
the water. Every gallon of water there added
to the value of the property, and the whole
State is saddled to-day by • that "writing
down." My advice is to wait a little before goin!!
~ on any fnrther in buving
land.
~
J
I am perfectly certain thi.t we are in very
great haste over this, and it would be much
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more dangerous to the prosperity of this State
than honorable members may think. 'rhereare'
millions of acres of land, and splendid land
too, available, and yet we are buying land at
boom prices, and fastening these men Oil the
land for a tremendous period. Will they not
be ]ike Greek sbves in chainlil7 'Will it be
possible for them to pay the interest and the
rcnt? I have my doubt::; about it, and I
therefore speak to the HOllse candidly on the
matter. It is said that we want inlmigrants
from the old country. Some of the silica
lands-that is those with Jightsoil-havebeen
sold at .£40 an acrc. If a man in Engl~nd
reads this, will it attract him to Victoria? Is
that the way to attract immigrants here t
Nobody is coming, Lecanse the lands are toodear. Up to J 875 the fanners in Great Britain
found it very payable to grow whef\t. At
that time the farmers received the large
prices of 50s. and 60s. a quarter for
wheat; but the importations from the British
colonies and from America awl Russia
brought the prices down, and the land
fell in value w mnch that the rent in
some cases was not more than ] s., 2s., or
3s. an acre. The failure of wheat growing
benefited the great mass of the manufacturing people, but tbe vallle of the agri~nltnra)
lands fell enormonsly. 'Vhat did they do in
England 1 The yery thing that we arc dis~
cussing, or that we will be discussillg. 'rhey
began to break up the farms and put, them
into 3, 4, and 10 acre lob.;, although the
climate is a very adverse OIle, alltl they went
in for dairying an.d fruit growing. The
3-acre lots have proved a tremendous success,
and to-day the farmer in the old country
stands in a very different position as compared with the period I have already 111entioned. The breaking up of the lands intosmall lots of from :3 to 20 acres has been an
unparalleled succeSR. I have here a book that
I can recommend to honorable members. It
is called The Transition in Agricult·ure. The
writer, Mr. l>ratt, who is an authority,
tells a most interesting story of England
in this volume. He saysIn some instances land that had been let at 24s.
to 40s. could be had for le. or ZS. an acre, and in
others the landlords were willing to lea.ve the question of rent in abeyance for a year or two, if only
new tenants would lake the farms over and keep
them in fair cOlldition.

In regard to the question of long leases
Mr. Primrose McConnen says in an article
contributed to the Journal of the Royal
Agricultural SocietyComing from a country where long leases were
the rule, it was a novel experience to ha\'e farmers
as yearly tenants; but I for one prefer to have it
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On this farm where I write there wa.s at first
.a short lease-now expired-and we now sit on a.t
.a 12 months' notice. The Agricultural Holdiugs
Act, plus nitrate of soda, makes me feel ea.sy in my
mind regarding this. The majority of in comers
ha.ve had their choice in this matter, but I haye
not heard of any who have taken a long lease.

They have gone in for short leases, and
large areas are now occupied under this
system with most successful results. Mr.
Pratt further states To-day the position has changed completely, for
wheat growing has gone ba.ck, the light soils are
utilized for pota.to growing. while fruit and
Jlowers have succeeded to the premier position
once held by wheat. In 1875 there were only
.about 200 acres in the district devoted to fruit
and flowers. In 190 I the tutal had increa.sed to
.3,;"68 acres. To-da.y it is estima.ted at 4,500 acres.
.on the wheat fields of a few decades ago there are
now grown prolific crops of apples, gooseberries,
plums, pears, currants, raspberries, and straw..berries, not to speak of spring flowers and !.lo large
output of bulbs. The majority of the cultivators,
too, come under the definition of small holders.
Many of them started as agricultural labourers,
with allotments which they looked after in their
leisure time, gettin~ larger plots e.s they sa.ved
.sufficient money either td huy an acre or so right
-out or to pay down enough to secure a larger
.amount on mortgage. It is estimated that, exclu.sive of garden allotments, 200 acre!'! in the district
are held by occupiers of from 1 to 3 a.cres each,
1,000 by occupiers holding less than 10 acres,
1,000 by occupiers holding between 10 and 20
.acres, and 2,000 by occupiers bolding over 20 acres,
among the last. mentioned being a few large growers
who have from 100 to 500 or 600 acres ea.ch. Most of
the fruit is consigned to provincial markets, little
()f it coming to London, and the general results
are eo good that when olle of tbe witnesses before
the Committee - Mr. William Welchman, a
8Olicit;or of Wisbech, who himself fa.rms 35 acres
of orch .... rds-was asked, " Do you know what is
t.he return of money to your district throughout
'the year?" He replied. "It l1Iust be something
-enormous. It acts and reacts throughout. the
whole of the district. It employs the hushand,
the wife, the children, the baker, the grocer, the
merchant, the shop keeper, the retailer, and the
wholesale man. It means a benefit a.11 along the
Hne. It is astonishing. "

I cannot say auything stronger than this ill
:support of the proposal of the Government
to introduce small holdings. I heartilv
;support tbe Government proposal.
Th"e
-book pl'oceedsOf tle actual cultiva.tors at Holt, 80 per cent.
from 1 to 3 acres; 10 per cent. have from
3 to to acres; and the rema.inder have over 10
.acres. In the fnlit picking season employment is
fouD:d for 1,000 or 1,5UO pickers, chiefly discharged
soldIers or army reserve men and their families
from various Lancashire towns. t:;uch is the trans:
formation going on in the district tha.t, as Ol1e local
witness told the Committee-" Persons who were
solely engaged in agricultural and dairy farming a
.few. years ago are gradually relinquishing the culti,'atlol~ of cereal crop~, or of cheese making, and are
dev~tlll~ themselves mOre and mOle to strawberry
.cUltIva.tIon; and probably in a. few years' time the
~c~upy
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former O\!cup:l.tion will ha.ve passed awa.y entirely
from the parish of Holt." . • . Many of the
groVl'ers are workmen who have secl1l'l-d an acre or
so of land on which they ha\'e built themselves a
home, using the remainder of the gronnd for fruit
growing.
It was a small holder of this type 'who introduced into the dist.rict the tomato-growing industry now being extensively followed there.
According to Mr. William Temple, who gave evidence for the Clyde Valley growers, there are 400
holders of 3 acres, 300 of 5 acres, 500 of from 10 to
15 acres, and about 100 who grow strawberries on
20 acres or over. . . . The l)resent area under
fruit is about 800 acres. The agricultural value of
la.nd in the district is from 25s. to 30s. per acre.
Leased land for frnit culture lets a.t from £5 to
£10, and small allotments round the \'illllges 01'
towns realize £12 per acre.

That is a remarkable price, and one would
think it would be eo:l.sy for UB to get immigrants from the old country. The writer
goes on to :say :- .
The principal markets for the fruit are the Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Bradford and Newcastle. As for the profits made, Mr. J. M. Hodge,
in an article contributed by him 1:0 Ghrtntber&'
Journal, giving some results of fruit culture on
small holdings in the Blairgowrie district, men·
t~ons the case of one raspberry grower who from a
smgle acre of ground made a total profit in nine
years of £~92. . . . Since 190:l there has been
a. substantial increase in the number of sma.ll
holders in the district. In that year a syndicate
hought the estate of Wester-Essendy, tllree miles
from .Blairgowrie, and, keeping 45 acres to pla.n.t a.s
a frmt fa.rn~ for themselves, CUt up 205 a.cres into
small holdmgs of from 5 to 25 acres each, which
the~ offere~ to working l!len desirous of taking up
fnut fa.rmmg as a busmess. The price they
charged was £50 an acre. Part of t he purchase
money was to be paid down, aDd the ba.la.nce
cleared off a.t the rate of £5 per acre per year, plus
4 per cent. mterest.

I have one more extract that I wish to read,
and it is thisThe ~taff of regular hands is supplemented in
the frUIt season by 500 or 600 women aud girls
engaged temporarily as pickers. Of these 200
belong to the neighbourhood, and the remainder
are brought in from some of the la.rge manufactnring
districts.

This is really the only daylight we have in
connexion with the unemployed. When we
read what can be done in a COllntry where
for three months of the year the land is
covered with sno~, surely we can do some·
thing in this splendid country. I am glad
that the Government has taken this matter
up, and with the energy of the Minister of
L~nds and of the Minister of Railways, for the
raJlway question must be associated with
it-The Ron. "V. H. EMBLING.-You will have
to provide a market for them .
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-I "ish now
to make a few remarks on our own experiments with acre lots. Six or seven years ago
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the McLean Government made a small experiment in the neighbourhood of Melbourne.
'fhat Government had the idea that it would
help a man when ont of work to have an acre
of land, and so the experiment that is being
carried on in England was made.
That
Government managed to buy very cheaply
Mi acres of black soil near the city, and the
experiment, carried out has been inspected by
hundreds of people. X othillg further was done
in that direction until the present Government came in, and they continued the
McLean experiment. I have in my hand an
official document sh~wing the re~ilUlt of these
experiments. J am calling attention to this
more especially because my friend, Mr.
Evans, criticised the proposal to put men on
the Keilor Plains, and I think I interjected
at the time that tbe purchase Qf that land
was the best speculation that the Governrl.1eut had made. The Brunswick estate
com prised 91 acres; 56 allgtmen ts were
mad€ available, 56 ~ ere taken up, and
there is 110ne of the land lIOW available. At
Warruambool 46 acres were taken up. 28
allotments made available. and 28 allotments
are now held.
At Maddingley ] 3 acres
were made a\'ailable for workmen's homes in
acre lots, and the \Y hole t h i neen ha ve
been taken up. The total is 140 acres of
97 allotments. the whole of which have been
takell lip. Now. as to the estHtes disposed
of under the Closer Settlement Act up to
1904, this document shows that at Footscray
there were 31 acres of 97 allotments, 91 of
which were taken up. On the Dal Campbell
estate 52 allotments were made available
and 50 were taken up, leaving two still
available.
The wholo
52 were really
taken up, but two men who can get
billets in Western Australia have aSKed for
permission to relinquish the lots. In connexion with Cadman's property there was
an area of ]7 acres divided into 44 allotment.,. of which 36 are now held. leaving 8
ava.ilable. The total is Y3 acres of 93 [tllotmeuts, of which 77 were taken np, leaving
16 still available. Some of the available lots
are in the very worst placi-at Footscray.
The Han. J. G. Am.MAN.--That is the
very best place.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-Now I come
to the Overnewton estate, which comprises
11,336 acres, which was divided into farms
making 7,) allotments altogether. Of these
73 have been taken up.
It is therefore
evident that the Government were wrongly
criticised at the time that this estate was
purchased, for it was generally predicted at
that time that the result would be a failure.
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It has proved to be one of the best things
the Government has done.
The Keilor
Plains were an eyesore to everyone going by
them .. The statement I have read shows
the result, and I congratulate the Government. The other day the Government
bought a small piece of land, known as the
Fitzgibbon estate, and the purchaso is due to
the skill and en terprise of the Premier,
coupled with the Minister of Lands. I think
the Closer Settlement Board were disinclined
to take this step. This is one of the finest
sites that could be purchased. It is land that
at one time would have been worth £1.000
an acre for brick-making and other purp~ses.
It overlooks the MO)lleO Valley Racecourse,
and the Government got it at £40 an acre.
When it is let in quarter-acre blocks members will see what will happen. Are members willing to give theRe gentlemen, who
call themselves by the extraordinary name of
labour mell, a patent right on this question 1 Were thero no social q nestions in
my early days? What about th~ Government buying up 'the private railways
and making them Government railways 1
Vvas there no invention before their day?
vVhat about all tbe municipal work in this
direction that }tas been done? \tVe have the
same right to claim the policy that everythillg that can be better d(ltle by the Government should be dOlle bv the Government.
\Ve have never said that ·those thillg's should
go to private individuals. I would point out
the awful egotism of these gentlemen, who
think that they alone are the discoverers of
all these things.
The Hon. \V. H. EnlBLING.--They have
only just learned.
The HOll. D. :NIELVILLE.- It appears to
me that ·they come along now and waut to
run everyone else off the platform altogether,
because they happen, as they think, to have
discovered these things. What about all
these English undertakillgs ~ \Vhat of the
State railways, and what of the water business 1 What are those undertakings? AU
that our friellds have ever invented is this:
They have got into their crazy nuts that they
slHmld confiscate the old machinery. Before
1 sit down I wish to say something
about their proposals for openillg up
butchers' alld bakers' shops. That is their
illventioll. The State is to open shops in
order to reta.il bread alld meat. I myself
have nothing to say to the Government but
to urge them to go on in the way they are
going, and to take no notice of these other
suggestions. Let people go 011 to small
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them to get there, and if the Government
do that they will find they will be more in
touch with the great desire of the community.
This, however, brings me to the question of
water. The water question is one of the
great questions of the day, and we spent a
long time last session ('Hl that subject. We
have, I suppose, still about four and a half
millions of acres of mallee land, but in con·
nexion with that we had only the one Mildura
experiment. The Mildura experiment has
been 0. great success, and we can point to the
world that we have done our share in COllnexion with that. We gave to the company
there an immense piece fijf land, and I myself
sa.y that I do not regret it. The val ue of
that experiment has now been proved. '1'0dll.y we have scores of young men in Mild ura
who ha.ve learned the art of watering the land,
but, unfortunately, there is no other place
where they can go to put their knowledge to
use. When I was at N yah I heard of a young
man who had abodt 150 acres of land, and
who wanted to get Wo.tel' through a. tunnel.
He, however, did not sllcceed. He failed to
bring the \vater a quarter of a mile. 'Vhy
have we not the water long since running
along the Murray frontage ~ I remember
bringing that q nestion before the House.
The proposal Wl;~S to di vert the water at a.
dozen places along the Murray, and take it
by gravita.tion to the land. This House
<>rdered the question to be inquired into, and
it was found that the scheme could be carried
out. But, notwithstanding all t\le preflsure
that was used by the Age newspaper to have
the Tooleybnc scheme carried out it was
never undertaken. All the papers, indeed,
were united on that subject, and ten years
~go this House saw the benefit that would
accrue from bl'ingillg the water from the
Murray by gravitation.
Notwithstanding
that, to-day we have ]l>ractically only the
Mildura experiment. What has been the
cause' of this? It is because a whole lot of
mell who held office would not venture
<>n this illlportaUt work. I may say that I
rather regret that I had to speal{ strongly in
favour, 6f the present Government, but my
hope is that this matter will be undertaken
by the present Administrati<m. As soon as
you show Mr. Bent a reasonable project he
is ready to take the risk. I do nut know as
much about Mr. Swinbul'ne a.s I do about
the other honorable gentleman. I know
that if Mr. Bent gets the opportunity, and if
he is not put back by a Conservative Ministry,
he will take up a. thing of this sort. He is
probably the best man to carry out the
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works that are a.bsolutely wanted, and this
work was never mOri wanted than it is today.
An HO~ORABLE MEMBER.- What about
electricity for the rail ways 1
'rhe Hon. D. MELVILLE.-I have still a
few words to say about the railways. I regret that I have already spoken at such a
length, but an opportunity will lJot ~ccur
again, and therefore I am taking the opportunity now of dealing with these important
matters which are mentioned ill His Excellency's speech.
In that the Government
assure us that they are to be alive on the
matter of railways. Th. I-louse will b~ surprised to know that rail way constrnction is
practically a dead art in Victoria. What on
earth has brouglllt this thing about 1 A few
years ago rail ways were being constructed for
'£1,300, £1,400, or '£1,500 pel' mile; but today, when spur lines are proposed to be constructed, there is an army in opposition
stronger than the intentions of the Government. This is the Commissioners and their
estimates. The Commissioners have given it
as their opinion that the railway policy of
this country should be to construct nG more
raihvays. But I do not want to quote the
H.ailwaya Commissioners, but merely to point
out that when a railway comes to be considered we get such tremendous estimates, no matter whether the country
through which it is to be ta.ken is
You get noas level as this table.
thing nuder '£2,000 or '£2,300 per mile,
with ,£2,000 or so loss a year. It might be
asked what the Railways Standing Committee
is doing, and why the Committee does
not crush this thing. That cannot be done.
The country cannot stand the expense of
making short rail ways at these rates. When
you go to Gippsland the cost runs up to
'£4,000 :;l.nd £5,000 a mile in the mountains.
One would naturally ask the question: Is Victoria. exceptional to the whole world? In
Western Australia the other day, as honorable
members mnst have noticed, there was a
project for railways ruuuing into only £1,000
per mile. If we could construct lines at
£1,000 per mile, that would be one of the
greatest blessings we could confer o.q the
c(!)untry. We could then construct light
rail ways from the main lines for a dista.nce
of 10 or ~O miles to the wheat-growers and
to the people who are now away back in the
mountains. Surely we have now the best
men in the country ill power to see whether
they cannot lend a helping hand by making
reasonably cheap rail ways in orde]' that communication with t.he markets may be given
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to the people who are making tremendous
yieldH of wheat, nud to all those who are
working allllOl-.;t day illHI Bight on the land,
and who Hilonld have some encouragement.
But, how call this be done? It can only be
done by ascerta,iniJl~ the reason for wha.t
has happened. Honorahle members may say,
" Why, then, as a member of the Railways
StRllciillg Committee have you llct brought
these men up?" We bavc brought them up,
and they give this excllse: There is now a
Commonwealth duty on the rails.
'rhat
should not he so, but the duty exists, though
it only maket; ~~ differenoe of SQme £70 a
mile.
There is another thing. Certain
people insist that the railways should be
made by men of a certain stn,mp and with a
oertain pay.
The Hon. \V. J. EVANs.-Certainly.
The Hon. V. MELVILLE.-I do not know
whether that has brought about the fStoppage
of the rail ways, but if it has it is a wrong on
the country.
The HOll. "V. J. EVA:\s.-The boom diel
that.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-I should like
to quote President Roosevelt's advice in connexion with the Panama Canal. He said in
effect-" In this gigantic work you must drop
all paternalism. Yon mnst get this work
done in the best possible way and with the
cheapest materials, with a fair market for
everybody." "Ve have come to the same
position here. We have a power above ns
which does not intend to construct rail ways,
but will keep them all back for reasons that
I do not like to give. But I can guess.
All HONORABLIl: ME)fBER.-Those reasons
are important.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-There should
have been no mandate to stop rail ways,
but we cannot construct railways with
estimates at £3,200 ~ mile. To-day I had
under consideration the construction of a
railway in Mr. Manifold's district, and one
which was half promised by the Government.
The estimate for this is £4,000, or thereabouts, a mile, and the estimate of loss which
is to arise from the traffic is amazing. What
is stopping the railways? It is, I think,
that we have lost the art of constructing
railways at a reasonable price, or else that
they are !->topped purposely. An honorable
member just llOW suggested something about
electricity. On that subject I would point
out that two committees of this Honse dealt
with that matter some years ago. That was
done by a committee of what my friend :Mr.
Sachse called" The Old Fossil Honse." A report was brought up recommending the electri-
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ncation of the St. Kilda line, the Collingwood
line, and another line, and it was pointed out
in tha,t report that the day was coming when.
there would be a great demand for electricity
in connexion with the industries of the
country, as in all other civilized cOllntries,
and that the quicker we got in to man ufacture this cheap motive power the hotter
our industries would thrive, and the hetter
able we should be to compete with the
world.
That report was still-born.
TheRailways Stalldiug Committee took thematter in hand, alQd thev recommended
that the Collingwood line~ and the St.
Kilda Jine should be brought under this
system.
When the
Collingwood linecame before the House the system of electrification was not adopted, aud there is now a
battle over an unremunerative railway.
Who is responsible for this ]oss? In oth~r
parts of the world rail ways have been worked
by electricity for the past fourteen or fifteen
years, and they have been absol utely remunerative. In Toronto, they had street railways.
of this character nine years ago. The
streets wore let at so much a mile, and
the municipality had an interest in the gross
takings. 'l'he tir:;;t year the total income of
the municipality was £2i ,000, and in nine
years, although the municipality has only
200,000 inhabitants, there was an income of
£360,000, made ant of leasing the streets
and working the lines by electric traction b'y
means of water power. EYen in Africa,
according ~o what we see in the journals.
water is to be harnessed for electrical purposes, the electric power to be used. for traction and for industrv.
'l'he Hon. R. B. REES.- \-Ve are going to
harness the Goulburn.
The Han. D. MELVILLE.- VV hat we are
going to do and what Mr. Rees is going to
do I cannot say. No greater sin has been
committed against our industries than this
neglect of the new power. The real "'battle
is
being fought in London
to-day.
The County Council plOvided a large
amount of m~:mey for establishing electric traction and lighting power, but they have found
that the industries all round London now require this electric power. 'fhe system is I).ot
what it was when it was first introduced, or
what it was when the committees of this House
made their rec0mmelldations. It has now
become improved, and has beeu adopted in
every civilized community. It has become a
necessity now that indnstries should be
worked by motors. ""~hat is the result. t
Although the COllnty Council can produce
the power at 2d., t\. company has been formed,
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and is fightitlg away in Parliament, for the
right to supply it at, I think, Id. One of
the advantages in connexion with the new
power is due to the extraordinary ad vance
rnn.de in mechanics. Electricity can now be
manufa.ctured in small quantities, and the
oeJectric unit can be supplied at a profit for one
farthing. Within the past; few months there
has been a tremendous extension of what is
known as the gas engine, as will be seen by
the various newspapers in the Library. Gas
-engines are f.OW being made of from 100 to
10,000 horse-power. You can have a 100
borse-power gas engine manufacturing gas
for light and
traction at one farthing, and therefore to' have one very big
power has become a d(j)ubtful adva.ntage.
All these faets are pointed out in the advertisements in the En,qineer and the Scientitic
.American. In all the industrial countries,
instead of the ordinary hard coal, use has
heen made of the blast furnace gas, and you
..are able to have a dynamo at one end and a
gas engine at the other. In Victoria we have
nothing of that kind. vVo are kept back.
What is keeping us back? Is it that we have'
put on a sort of Westinghouse bra.ke in connexion with the wages question ~ It is the
unfortunate wages question, and not.hing else,
that is troubling us. Why are not the people
'Who are so ooncerned with that united with
'\lS in 'the object of bringing forth these new
forces of na.ture, and so creatillg \vealth and
putting our country in the same advanced
~p08ition as other countries?
We have not
.made one step forwa.rd. \tVe have only a
promise by the Government. Take our railway lines-such, for instance, as the St. Kilda
<or the Collingwoed line. What have we lost
by working those lines under tbe present
:tiystem 1 Take the case of the Coburg line.
We have 25,000 people in Brunswick and
-8,000 in Coburg, and they have to be content
with about two miles of tramway and an
-obsolete railway. If we had the line electrified with the over-head system it could be
worked to better advantage. In Italy, the
.()ther day, 68 miles of line for ordinary traffic were. opened, and it is to
be worked with e'lectric power. In some
-parts of the world you can see them casting
~ff the locomotive from the passenger traffic,
and putting it on the scrap heap, and yet
we in Victoria have done nothing of the
kind.
:1 saw a para.graph tbe other day
to the effect that in some civilized places
they are beginning to haTe fear even for
.their electric railways, for. they have gone
beyond the ordinary motor car. I have
;the particulars about it here. The motor
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vehicle is now bearing 20,000 volts direct
cnrrent, and going at 50 miles an hour on
the ordinary rails. When we reaq of these
things, and see the UStl tbat is being made
of electric power in other countries, we mnst
come to the conclusion that some one here
ha.s blundered. We hate no occasion to be
tied up in this way. Electric tramways were
opened in Christchurch the other day, and
the same thing i'3 being done in every other
city in New Zealand.
New South Wales
has long gone in for electric traction. Here
we cannot, because we have that cast-iron
system of a railway locomotive, which is
working at an enormOllS cost. vVho is to
p\lll us out of this? FG)rtunately, we have Mr.
Bent; who is always fighting, though looking
after Brighton pretty well, which is only fair.
During the recess Mr. Bent opened an electric extension between St;. Kilda and Brigh'on.
Every honorable mem.ber will remember the
jealousy with which the engineer who 'tV&.!
put in charge of the line was met;. All
kinds of fears' wert: expressed tha, htl wall
too young, and that he had not the ex·
perience, but he has made this railway at a.
cost within the estimate of £19,500, not including, of course, some rolling. stock that, I
think, was provided for on the Estimates.
The men who thought they knew all. about
it said that the work could not be done for
the money, but there it is. I am afraid th ..t
Mr_ Cain for one has been wrong in this
case. I remember the fears he expreeeed,
yet bere is Brighton in the possession at last
of a model electric rail w.y. Easendon, too,
is beginning with a private company, who
are takin~ rather a different plan from the
substantial railway that Mr. Bradford h&I
made, but I am not going to describe their
plan to the House. Mr. Bradford hall done
his work admirably, although Mr. McBryde
has characterized the little power house of
gal vanized iron as.a hen-roost.
The Hon. D. E. McBRiDE.-I was referril'lg to the new station on the Brighton railway, not the power-house .
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-rrhe powerhouse is just one of those things that Mr.
McBryde ought to admire. There is no excessive expenditure about it. It shows hO"N
m your spur rail ways you can make a simple
power-house to do all the work necessary at
no great cost.
The Hon. D. E. McBRYDE.-! never admired cheapness.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-The bonorable member knows it is an admirable
thing in a new country not to go in
for extravagan. projects, for which money
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has to be borrowed.
Take, for instance, miles into the interior and let it do the tW()
the· £500,000 affair in Flinders· street. I things, irrigate the land and carry &oods ~
have secured for honorable members a Surely Victoria can spend some money in
photograph of the great new central station opening up the country in this way. To·day,
in New York.
It is a olle-stGry hut- on the 1\1 urray and the Goulburn there are
treseed building, neat, but it is nothing more. millions and millions of gallons of water
Whatever fables we' hear abou t New York rushing to waste. Droughts will overtake
and its millionaires, its great eentral station us again; yet this water iF! swinging away
is a siIllple building made for the purpose, past on the Loddon, the Goulburn, and the
and not a "castle in the air." It is an admir- Murray, and nothing is done to save it. The
able thing that extravagance has been avoided water is 17 feet above summer level at some
at any rate on the new Brighton line. The places. Ten years ago this House directed that
House ca.n take my word for it that we can investigation should be made of this important
to.day, in Victoria, if we use the powers that queation, and to·day we are still talking about
are cOllling forward, build a tramway in the it. ~(j)mebody is to blame for this lingering.
bush by putting up a power.house in the I do not mind if the Age and a dozen other
middle of the position, CQllllected with Ollr papers howl to-morrow at the Government
railways, and make a 20-mile line for pro- that are keeping this country ill the backbably not more than £1,500 a r;~ile, and make ground, when, becn,use of its climate, its
it .electric. fI'here is nothing wonderful splendid soil, and its enterprisinlS people, who
at this time of day in my saying cannot go forward but are rather kept back
tha.t
we
can
make
a
F!nbstalltial by the want of legislation of the proper sort,
and solid railway for that cost.
I it should be in the very forefront of the
have not the slig-htest doubt that if the nations.
Government take the earliest opportunity of
The Hon. T. C. HAH.\VOOD.-I do not,
investigating the matter with the aid 0f' propose to follow Mr. Melville to the length
competent and praoticaL men, it will not at which he has addresf'ed the Chamber, but.
be very long before every agricultural centre J think it is a desira.hle thing that all mem~
in Victoria gets the beuefit of this new bel'S, or mnst of them, at all events, should
po .... er. \Vhat is the use of talking when give their impressions upon the consideration,
they are climbiEg Mont Bhll1c, when in of the Address·ill-Heply Oll the several matItaly they are climhing all sorts of 1I10UU- ters that are brought nnder t.heir nofice ia
tains with the electric railways,( W'hy His Excellency's speeeh. J propose to touch.
should not the fruit-grower, the agriculturist briefly upon a few of them. Weare not
pulling through the saud, have the arlvan- all Melvilles, and, theref(1)l'e, 1 am snr~
tage of this new.orm of tractiQl1? I am the House will excuse me if I do llot
certain that we can get it at a cost. of endeavour· to emulate so grand an orator.
£1,500 pel' mile if the Government take He has toncherl upon matters of very conthe proper st0PS to do it, and we shall pro- siderable interest to this Cham her, and has
hably make millions, indirectly, by culti\'at- endeavoured to enlighten us. At all events
ing land that can never be cult.ivated unless he has taught me something to-llight with
we bring this kind of advantctge to it. '1'he which I was not acquainted before. l\nd I
question next in my lIlind is the wouderful thank him for it. The Hrst tbing that the
change that has taken place in Germany, Governor brings under our notice iu his
France, and
EnglalJd of using the speech is his pleasure in announcing that the·
water as a means of carriag-e.
Millions :Llnances of the cOllntl'Y are in a satisfactory
of mOlley i~ being expended in Ger- state. We knew it before, by the way, find it
many, notwithstanding tllat they have did not come upon llS as a piece of intelliplenty of ra.ilways, to use the water. genee of which we were (lnite ignorant, but I
'What has brought that about 7 lt is am snre it gave all honorable members great
simply the electrie motor. At Nyah, on the satisfaction to know that the finances were·
Murray, a steamer goes up with two trailers in a satisfactory condition. In point of fact
behind her loaded
with
whe:1t, o~e the surplus which has been occaRioned is,
carrying 2,000 bags, and the other 1,600 I believe, somethillg between £700,000 or
bags. Now, if we ran a water·way int.o the £800,000 - the largest. that has ever
MalIee, as we must do to make the Mallee been obtained in this State-and exceeds.'
prosperons, and jUllction it with the river, it by a few thousands the highest point
will be possible to nse that water· way for the reached some years ago.
This is a.
carriage of goods in the same manner. Why matter, of course, of great congratulation, but
not run a water-way at Tooleybuc 20 the thing that we ought to congratulate our-·
Han. D. Melville.
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selves upon more than the fact that we have
obtained tbe surplus, is the announcement
that the G-overnment make of the way in
which they Me going to apJDly it. They tell
us that they are ~oing to appropriate, and I
think it is said they have already approprit~ted, some ,£500,000 of the surplus in discharging our old debt. J t will be il1 the
recol1ection of honorable members that some
of us in this Cham.ber ha.ve urged upon the
Government in times past, when the other
sl.lrplu8 revenue Bills were brought under our
notice, not only the propriety, but the bare
honesty, of adopting such a course, and that
the Government were bound by Act of Parliament to appropriate any surpluses as they
occurred from time to time to discharge the
deficit alld obligations that had accrued. I
am not vain enough to suppose that anything I said, or anything any other honorable
member may have said, had any impression
on the Governmellt' in causing them to
change their tactics, but at any rate, I
congratulate them on having done so.
Probably they have looked at it a
little more closely than on previ~us
oC08.8ions, and have seen the fairness-1
will not say the bare honesty--and t.he propriety and the necessity in the eyes @f the
community generally, of appropriating the
surplus in the way in which the law said it
should be appropriated.
I trust if we are
to have these big surpluses in the futureand it appears to be the desire of the
Ministry to get them if they possibly can,
because one source from which they are
deriveCt-I mean the income tax-is, we are
teld. to be continued-The Hon. 'v'l. H. EMBLrNo.-Not if we
can help it.
Th~ Hon. T. C. HARvVOOD.- The Premier
tells us that it will h&ve to be repealed over
his political dead body. I do not think any
of us wish him to be either politically or materially dead, and it would
he better to
bear the
income tax
than that he should in any way be interfered with or shelved. I hope he will be
enabled in the future to carryon the affairs
of the Government in the masterly way ill
which he has done in the past. I cannot
help paying my tribute of commendation to
him, beeause I recognise in his various
journeJings throughout the State, and the
speeches he makes, and the hard labour he
undertakes, that he is a man almost in a
hundred in giving up himself and his time
for the benefit of the State. I am sure he
deserves the commendation of all classes of the
community. I give him mine so far as J pos·

Addfess-in-Reply.
sibly can, but at the same time I feel a't liberty
to criticise anything in which I may not be
able to see precisely eye to 8ye with him.
The honorable gentleman goes on to congratulate the State upon the policy thli.t he
adopted, when he was unable to renew at;
home the loan that became due some time
ago, of getting, I think, some £2,000,000 in
this St9te. It was a very good thing, as.
everyone felt, that the honorable gentleman, was able to raise the money hereon that occasion because he failed to get it
in London, and it would have been a very
seriOllS thillg, and very detrimental to theinterests of the State if it had goue back.
that we were defaulters even to that extellt~
'rhe community, therefore, came forward with
theil' money and enabled him to dischargethat obligation in a gratifying way, but when
he says he lool{s forward to adopting the
same course in the future, I cannot altogether go with him, although that transaction was very beneficial, simply beJause it
saved th~ Government from making default
in the payment of this money. Yet it has
its other, or dark side, and I cannot help
thinking that although there were persons
here possessed of £2,000,000, and ready to
to lend it t.o the Government in an emergency, it is not a good thing to go on doing
that. We get 3 per cent. upon these
Government Joans, and we are told we can
congratulate ourselves on keeping that interest in Victoria. . It is llOt, however, an
unmixed good to my mind. This country
was never in so prosperous or so good
a state, or a state so beueficial to the
rest; of the community as it was when money
could be borrowed at 3' or 3.~ or even 4per cent. at. home, and applied profitably out
here in producing 6 or 8, 1'0, 12, 15, or 2()
per cent. in honest and reasonable pursuits~
Honorable members may depend upon it tha1r
it is not altogether a good thing when wefind accumulating in a country a large amountof money which cannot be appropriated
for the purposes of industry, for opening up'
the couutry, and for commercial matters, as
freely as it could have beet) in the past. It
would be far better that the money should be
used in this State profitably to the advantage
and benefit of everybody, and a higher rate
of interest obtained than can possibly be got
by going to the old country, or fixing the
rate of interest upon the price obtained het·e.
The principle expressed ill this regard ill His
Excellency's speech is to a great extent
fallacious. It is far better that the resources
of this country should be opened up and
aapital freed from the many legislative
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restrictions imposed upon its use. It is far
bett,er that that capital should be profitably
used here than applied merely to pay
off the loans tha.t are falling d.ue at
home, if the money call be obtained. at
hrHYIe at a reasonable rate. If it cannot, of
course, it must be raised here. The speech
states that there has been a Conference of the
Premiers in ~ydne'y, and that; they passed
certaiu resolutions which will he submitted
for our consideration. 'Vhell they come
before us we shall be better able to judge
how far they are ad visabla or otherwise, but
one ma.tter specifically alludcd to is tha.t the
Conference ended in n. decision or agreement
between this State and the States of New
South \Vales and Sonth Australia with
reference to the wnters of the HiveI' Murray.
That is a most desirable thing, and if the
Conference had not proceeded any further
than that, if that was the only beneficial
result of their negotiations, they would have
very well earned the thanks of the community. It is a most important piece of
business. When the Bill comes before us,
we shall have an opportunity of seeing the
precise lines upon which the 'llatter is to be
worked out, and of judging whether it will
be as beneficial as is anticipated. The
principle of course, is right, and everyhody will rejoice to hear that there is some
prospect of the divergent claims to the waters
of the HiveI' Murray being satisfactorily
settled rather than that the differences and
disputes that arose in times past, when there
was an}" interference with the Mmray waters
by the different States, should be continued.
The \Va,ters are there, and are capable of
being utilized for the benefit of the three
States if properly applied, and it seems the
height of absurdity that we should have gone
on all these years without coming to a satisfactory conclusion. If the Conference have,
as they claim, established some foundation
for solving the difficulty, they will have
earned our sincere thanks, even if they were
unable to accomplish anything with reference t~) any of the other matters. Mr. Melville has told us a great deal about the
workillg of the Closer Settlement Act. I
ca.nnot help thinking it is scarcely a matter
upon which we can congra.tulate ourf5elves
so fully as it is often supposed that we
can.
\\Te are told that about £1,000,000
has already been spent in purchasing these
estel,tes at a ,·ery large price, and I think
it has beon said that the number of persullS located upon those lands is somewhere between 200 and 300. I cannot see that thore is any very great
Hon. '1'. O. Harwood.
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accomplishment ill expending £ I,000,000 to
put 200 or 300 men upon the laml, especially
when we consider where those men come
from. Thev are not mon introduced to add
to the popl~latioll. They have simply been
shifted from one part of the State to another.
Perhaps a few of them have corne from some
of the adjoillillg States, but the great bulk of
them have simply giYCIl up their previolls
holdings and have taken up this lalld under
the inducements held out to them by the
Government. Closer settlement is a de!;irable thing, lIut we must not run away with
tho idea, simply because we are told that
wonderful things have been done, that without it nothing profitable can be accomplished.
I cannot help thinking that to settle 200 or
300 men at an expense of £l,OOO,OOO is Hot
a very grand result. \Vith reference to
this closer settlement business, there is one
thing I should like the Govflrnmellt to
have paid a little closer attention to.
When the Hill was before this Chamber, an amendment was introduced here
to the clause giving the Commissioners
power to select these lands.
I n this
important amendment they were told to have
regard in the first instance to the waste lands
available in the State. I do not think they
have done this. "Ve are told by the Premier in
many Qf his jannts throughout the State that
there are waste landsin different parts, whichhe
says are perfectly available for occupation and
settlement, but we do llQt find that the Commissioners have turned their attention to them
in any way. The Act expressly states that
before selecting private properties they should
have regard to the waste lauds of the State
available, and if they would do that ill the
future it might be more beneficial to the
State than spending a large amount of money
ill obtaining land from private owners, and
doing little more than giving those owners a
large sum of mOlley and raising the price
of the land at the ox pense of the State.
[1'he House adjourned for 'l'l'jreshments
at ha(f-p,tst six o'clock, and 1'e!~uml!d at a
(luarter to eight.]
The Hon. T. C. HAR WOOD.-I have
been informed during tho refreshment hour
that in the figures I referred to ns to closer
settlement I was in error. I had not
sufficient time to ascertain exactly what the
figures were, but my point is much the same
no matter what the figures may be. \Vhat
I wish to ask the Chamber is, is the game
worth the candle? 'l'hat is the point I wish
to impress upon honorable members. Are
we getting value for the money exp2nded ill
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closer settlement? Is it having its proper
effect in the settlement of the land of the
State, and is that a reason why the- Crown
lands, which ought to be looked to in the
first instance, should be held in reserve ~ I
want lo point out that closer settlement is
not the rosy thing in the first instance that
it is made out to be. It is a very expensive
thing no matter what the exact figures are,
and the resu1ts, I think, in the estimation of
a good many members of the Couneil, will
not be what they ought to be. Then we a.rc
told that a Small Improved Holdings Bill is
going to be introduced. We ha.d a similar
proposal before us on !\ previous occasion.
The principle is quite correct, but there is no
use disclll:lSing it until the details are before
us.
I hope that the measure will come up
in good time so as to enable the Conncil to
give it proper consideration. Now there are
two important matters alluded to in different
parte of His Excellency's speech. One is in
relation to the alteration of the licensing
law, and the other is the legislation that is to
be introduced with reference to gambling.
'l'hese are two very important measures-so
important that they will require the very
careful consideration of the members of 1his
Chamber. 1 only allude to them now in
order to express tbe hope that the Ministry
in preparing these measures will not be carried a way by the very exaggerated accounts
that we hear from some persons. In connexion with all these matters there are
people who take very strong views on either
one side or the other. There is no doubt
that the evils arising from drinking and
gambling are very destructive. I thiuk
every member of the HOllse feels very
strongly that these are matters which require to be dealt with by legislation. I hope
the Government \",ill not be too hasty, however, in rushing into experiments and in
bringing into existence panic legislation.
Of all legislation, panic legislation is
the very worst. It generally upsets
itself, because we firld that in some re~
spects it is not possible to carry it out.
We rush to extreme measures for some of
these eyils, or supposed evils, and then we
find in practice that those remedies are
almost impracticable, with the result that
they come up again and again for reconstruction and amendment. Surh matters as these
should be dealt with very cautiously and
q\lietly, having regard to the views of
different members of the communitJ with
reference to them. Both the drinking evil
and the gambling evil are evils that affect
the well-being of the community, and I say
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emphatically that I am OBC of those who
con:,ider that a very great alteration in the
Jaw with regard to them is required. At the
same time, while such an alteration of the
law is necessary, we mllst be circumspect., and
pay regard to the feelings and opinions of
those who may take a different view. 'Ve
must remember that if we attempt to abolish
licensing altogether, or nearly abolish it, and
if we attempt to abolish gambling altogether,
simply becaus~ of the destruction t hey cause
to the younger people, and sometimes to older
people also, we must not go too far, because
stringent legislation of that kind generally
leads to failure. 1 hope the Government
will give these matters mature considera.tion, and bring forward temperate measures,
and
measures which are practicable,
which, if carried out, will be for the benefit of the whole community, and that we shall
be afforded a reasona.ble opportunity of considering them as fully and deliberately as
they ought to be considered. We life told
that gratifying results have followed tA.a
working of the railways.
My honorable
friend, Mr. Mel ville, has told us a good deal
about that subject, and I will leave the matter where he has le~t it, with this simple
remark, that in my opinioll the Commissioners
have done very excellent work in the management of the 'railways. 'fhey have not only
got rid of the great balance against them, but
have contributed something cOllsiderable to
the large surplus we have. III that reRpecf: they
have certainly done good work. I wonld like
to point out that, in my opinion, at all events,
and perhaps in the opinion of some others,
the less interference the Commissioners have
from the present :Minister, or from anybody
else who may be Minister in future, the
better. We import a man-Mr. Tait-as an
expert, and as a man particularly skilled in
the management of railways, and yet very
often some one tries to interfere with his
judgment and discretion-80me one who
knows very little about the subject. I am
of opinion that the Commissioners sbould be
left alone as much as possible, alld left to do
their own business in their own wav. If that
is done, J believe they will do their work for
the benefit of the community, if they are
allowed to do so with as little obstruction or
interference as possible. If they attempt
to go outside their proper dUlies as laid
down by the law, it will be time for the
Minister to interfere, and to te]) them
they must keep within their proper
functions. But to interfere with them 11
other matters iEl, I think, not only to obstruct
them, bnt to prevent them from doing that
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dnty to the community whidl other\\'i~e they go on for that six, nine, or twelve months
may oe perfectly able alld willing to do. We stealing \\:atches 1 That is what it comes to.
are alsll tol<l that we are to 1m \'e a Bill The proposal is to make all act a crime, !lnd
for the pllrpose of comptdsorily making mell Pllllish a man by making him go 011 commitvote for ~[embers of Parliament. Now, we ting that crime. 1 hope and trust that the
had It similar clallse introduced ill a Bill Government will reflect on this. l:tl1d will not
which came before m; last session, and I made persist in the proposal. The ~ame proposal
some remarks upon it then. The view I take was introduced tefore, and it was dropped.
is completely antagonistic to any such pro- It should not have been brought on again.
posal. I think it is au improper intederence Last time it died still· born, and I hope this
wit.h the righb:l of people, and that under no time the attempt of the Ministry may be just
circnmstances will it do any good. The best as abortive as it was on that occasion, and
thing the ~Iinistry can do, therefore, ill ,my that no more will be heard about the matter.
opinion. is to leave it alone. I cannot nn· It is absurd in its principles, and impossible
derst~tllll the argument that a man should be of being carried out.
There is an old saying
compelled to go and vote for some one in whom that you can take a horse to the water but
he has 110 eOlltidence. It of tell happells that you cannot make him drink. A man may be
there are two or three calldid'ltes before a taken to the voting booth, a voting paper
constituency, amI that Hot one of those can- put in his hand, and he himself be
didates is a proper representative for a par· placed before the ballot box, but you
ticular voter. Why :shuuld snch a voter be cannot make him vote. What kind of notion
compelled to vote for some one who will not will other conn tries have of us if it goes forth
represent him, but, Oil the contrary, will mis- that in ourcriminalla.w we have made it a crime
represent hilll ? I can see no rhyme or reaso11 for a man not to attend a polling booth and
in it, and it will do no good at all. It is not record his vote? How can that entice people
mentioned ill the speech, but I suppose there ont here, and encourage settlement? I think
is sOllie truth in the s~atement as to the the whole thing is a mi!iltal{e, and I hope that
method by which it is proposcd to no more will be heard of it. 'l'here is one Bill
coerce people into voting. namely, tlm~ tha.t has been promised toprovidefor indetermithe GUYCl'IlIHC11l are going to deprive them nate sentencc~ 011 criminals, and another for
of the frallchise if they do not vote. Now, the establishmeut of children's Courts. I am
is that lIot the acme of foolishness and glad to say that both these measures will
absllrdity? 'I'he Government propose to have my very hearty approval. They are both
make a. certain thillg a criminal offence, to desirable, and can be nothing but benBficial
be punished by the criminal law. and the to the community if properly carried out. r
punishmcnt for it is that the offenders are to regard them (is the plums of what is promised
be compl'lled to go on breaking the law.
by the Jlinistl'Y. In reference to a· number
The HOll. A. O. SAClISE.--Is that in the of other measUl es, I consider that they are
Govel'llor's speech?
only introduced as a kind of make-weig~t.
'l'hc HOll. T. C. HAR WOOD.-So; but
e may have some of them, but nothing will
it was melltioned by ~Ir. ~lcBl'yde in his be heard about the others. One measure
speech last week.
really comes into cOllsideration on the q uesThe HOll. D. E. JlcBRYDE.-W"hat I said l.ion of compulsory voting. The Ministry
had nothing to do with the Governmellt.
iutend to bring in a Bill for the purpose of
'fhe Hon. 'r. C. IIAR\VOOD.-It has pnnishing disorder at public meetings. One
been publicly mentioned, and 1 only say this of the very things that prevents people from
ill ease it :-;hould be determined by the going to the booths is that there is not a
GovernlllEnt to try and carry out snch a sufficient nnmber of representatives for them
scheme. First of all, they would make it a to choose from, and men will not come before
crime for a. mall to fail to vote, and then the electors because they will not undergo
punish him by saying that he must not vote the ordeal of beillg insnlted, abused, and
in futnre, thus continuing to commit the perhaps pelted with rotten
eggs
at
crime.
1 wonder if it is proposed to their public meeiings. Many men shrink
adopt a similar principle III the cOlli- from that ordeal.
Let the Government
fication
of
the criminal
law which bring forward that measnre, and carry it ont
the Govel'llIl1ent intend
to bring in. efficiently. Let the man who offers himself
At the present time if a mall snatches a as a candidate have an assurance that he will
purse or steals a watch, he gets six, nine, or be able to address the electors fril8 from any
twel~e months' imprisonment.
Instead of interruption, and you will have men with
that, is it to be that the watch-stealer is to more diverse views offQring thems~lves for
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election. The electors will then be only too
pleased to go and record their votes. That is
the 1 emedy for the reluctance of SOUle people
to go to the poll. We are told that uUlUbers
of people on the rolls do not vote, but no reduction is ever made in the case gf those
whose names appear twice, cr even three or
four times, as voters. They are qualified
to vote at different places, but only vote
where they please, thus they appear as three Qr
four voters, whi!e there is only one. Therefore,
the absentees or non·voters are not nearly so
numerous as appears. It seems to me that
the measure for the prevention of disorder is
the great remedy for the difficulty, and r
wish the Government all possible success in
oarrying that measure. We mayor may not
hear something further of the various
matters alluded to in the last paragraph of the Governor's speech. There is
no occasion tQ say anything in reference
'When they come up they
to them.
will receive consideration, and we will
endeavour to deal with them in a proper
manner. In conclusion, I again congratulate
the Ministry on the good work that has been
done in the past, and ~ hope it will continue
in the future. They are open to any reasonable objection being taken to their measures,
and do not resent it, or take it as a thing to
be angry aboll t. I think t,hey are willing to
be guided as far as we are able to guide them,
and are willing that we should give them all
the help we can in matters that come before
us. If measures are ever passed hastily by
the Council it is because they come with a.
rush at the last moment, aud proper tirde
oannot be given to their consideration. I
hope that there will be some remedy for that
in the future, and that we shall not be kept
'idle hecause there is no work to do. If the
Attorney-General will only endeavour to give
. us work to do at t.he COlllmenCemellt of the
session before the final rush for recess takes
place, it will be to the advantage of the
House and the country.
The Hon. R B. REES.-Following the
advice given by the leader of the House,
that it is a duty of a rnember to add his
quota. to the discussion of the Address-inReply, I have very much pleasure' in offering
a few remarks, Before doing so, if in order,' T
would like to congratulate Mr. Harwood on
having accepted the onerous and responsible
position of unofficial leader of the House.
He has gi ven great assistance to young
members in the past, and I am sure he will
do so with increased vigor in the future,
Generally speaking, I would like to congratulate the Gc;>vernment on the Governor's
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speech. There is a lot of experimental work
foreshadowed in their programme, and undoubtedly, as in the last t,wo sessions, during
which the Government carried some very
important measures of t\, practical and progressive character, a.lthough perhaps on the
experimental side, in this programme the
Government propose to carry out certain
innovations which, I think, if conducted on
proper lines, and with a reasonable regard
for the well-being of the communit.y, will be
of great benefit to the country. I do not
think that we should be too carping as to
uew-fangled ideas introduced by the Government. If we are tu make progress at al\ we
must experiment. We must go a little
beyond the lines laid down and well trodden
in the countries of the old world. If we
desire to make progress we must make some
mistakes. Some men in the world never
do anything but follow in the well·trodden
paths of other people. They appear to make
no mistakes, and are spoken well of by unthinking people; but the man who pushes on
with his own affairs, who has his own
thoughts, and who goes forward on un·
trodden tracks, must make a oertain number
of mistakes. Therefore little should be said
about the failure of the Prahran and Malvern
motor 'buses.
An HONORABLE MEMBER. - They never
had a proper show.
The Hon. R. B. REES.-Quite so. But
if the 'buses were not tried on that road we
could not know exactly what the result would
be. "rVe know now. Motor 'buses have proved
successful in other parts of the world, but the
conditions under whioh they were successful
were not followed ont here. If we follow out
reasonable conditions I am sure we will be
successful as well as other people. I contend
that the Government was perfectly justified
in marking progress. I differ very widely
from the honorable member who has just
sat down in regard to compulsory votiug. In
the old country the conditions are different
from the conditions here, but to think that
when we have worked out a.n elaborate system
of voting, and have spent a very large sum of
money to give facilities to people to vote, on
the demand of the very people who do not
take the trouble to use those facili~ies, I say
that they must take the responsibility of
their dellland, and be compelled to respond
to the facilities given them. I say, with
regard to compulsory voting, that we should
insist on people voting if they deman,d the
franchise. The very people who now refrain
from performing their duties in that connexion are the people who would cry out most
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loudly if the facilities were withdrawn. More
power to the Government for propo~illg to
bring forward this experimental legislation.
To come to wha.t I consider the most important questions ill the Govel'llment programme, I will first take the proposal for the
utilization of the 1\1 nrray waters. That is
the most importallt as far as I am concerned,
as I represent a large area commanded by the
Murray. It is a ma.tter of congratulation,
indeed, that the Premiers of the States concerned have arri vecl at a satisfactory determication for using the waters of the River
Murray. The Premiera of the three States
did arrive at some conclusion about two'
years ago 011 the matter, but, unfortunately,
thedetennination orcGlmpact then made wasso
manifestly unfair toN ew South Wales and Victoria tha.t the legislation was Bot introduced.
There seems to be a consenslls of opinion as
to the result of this compact under which the
limit has been reduced for South Australia
from 150,000 to 75,000 cubic feet. That is
a very much more equitable division of the
wa.ter during the summer mouths than was
proposed nnder the old compact. So I join
very readily in congratulating the Government on arriving at that compact, and I hope
that when the Bill is introduced it will be
passed very speedily, so that the compact may
be ratified. With otbers, I doubt whether it
will be carried out by South AUBtralia.
If
South Australia. does not carry it out it will
prove that the Govern.l1ent and the people of
that State are merely playing the old game
of the dog in the manger-they will not use
the water themsel ves nor agree to any reasonable compact to enable the other States to
use it. They are trying to prevent a magnificent supply of water from beillg used for
commereial purposes and irrigation. I hope
the Goyernment of South Australia will fall
in with the Bill to be introduced by the three
interested States. 'l'here is another malter,
and that is the qnestion of the lltilimtion of
the frontages 011 that great river.
)[1'.
Melville said that there were about 150
miles
of
frontages,
but
I
think
there are ·t.13 miles of frontHges between
Swan Hill and Mildnra.
That is, not as
the crow tlies, but following the river.
'rhere is room OIl that laud, taking both
sides of the river, for ten times the population of Victoria. Under a system of utilizing the water such as that in Mildura, a
wonderful settlement would result.
Any
man who has hpen to Mildura and studied
the system adopted there, must come to the
conclusion that it is a wonderful settlement,
as it is a positive eye opener to the people of
Hon. R. B. flees.
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$outh Australia as to what can be done by
using the water. If water is Ilsed on the
frontages to the Murray ill anything like the
same manner, I say that we could settle
there ten times Ollr present population. At
the present time the HiveI' Murray discharges
nearly 1,000,000 cubic feet per minute passing Swan Hill. If that enormous volume of
water were used for irrigation, as i:-; done in
Mildura, or if it were used to stimulate the
growth of lucerne and other dairy fodder, we
would be able to establish an enOrnF)llS population in the Murray Valley. I have travelled
a good deal, and I do not know of any placethat has such enormous possibilities as the
Murray Valley, and, at the same time, I know
of mo territory of equal size so undeveloped.
After fifteen years' experience of the success
of the settlement in ~1i1dllra, it seems
extraordinary that we ha\'e not been able to
develop the Murray Valley. There is, asMr. Melville said, an enormous area from
Swan Hill to Mildura and from Mildura to
the South Australian border practically uninhabited, and in the same State as it was in
1852. In that year sheep were depastured
through that country. The whole of that area
is still merely used for the Eame purpose and
in a most perfunctory manner, without the
application of water and witllout any improvements excppt a few fences here and
there. It is practically in the same condition as it was in the year 1852 whell it was
opened np. It seems to me extraordinary that
we 'should spend over £800,000 in the purchase of large estates for closer settlement.
I have it on very good authority that fully
50 per cent. of the 450 people settled on thecloser settlement blocks have merely been
transferred from one area to another. They
are holding blocks in certain places and they
held blocks in other places.
A remarkablething came under my notice in going by train
to Bendigo recently; I happened to be with
the Secretary of the Closer ~ettlelllent Board,
aoo we were discm;sillg the matter with a
gentleman holoing a large area of land on the
Loddon. He was applying for a block of
land, and he held nearly 900 acres on the
Loddon. His land was contiguous to the
area being thrown opelJ, and he said that he
wanted to get two blocks adjoining, a.s he
had two sons that he would like to put on
them. When asked what he was doing with
the land he held at present, he said he was
grazing it. There were not many improvements on it, although there was a very nice
honse OIl it, otherwit;e it was the ordinary
kind of squatting area to be' seen in the
north. These two blocks would virtually be
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added to the large area he already held. I
am not snre 'whether he secured the blor-ks,
bnt I have no doubt he got one of them.
Wh:\t are the facts in regard to vVyulla?
r1'wo young fellows in my district applied for
blocks on that eHtat.e; they held 640 acres
in the ~1allee, where they had beeu cultivating wheat with a fail' amount of Sllccess,
though they suffered frorn the drought. The
dder of them succeeded in getting a block
at. W ynna, and now the two are working at Wyuna, not on their own block, but
with their teams doing contracting. This
.case is only typical of a number of others
that I know of, where people have been transferred from wheat-growing in the Malice to
closer settlement at \Vyuna. It is not in.creasing the cultivation area of the country
nor the settlement.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR.-It is making
squatters of the ordinary farmers.
The Hon. R. B. REES.-It is transferring
people from one part of the State to
another, but that is not all.
Do they
settle on these lands with their families,
and do they pay their rents? We .hear
rumours of extended payments. I understand that the Government propose-and I
shall support it, because the people are not
able to pay the enormous instalments demanded right away-to extend the payments
for two or three years. Yet we pass a Bill
to put these people on the land, expecting
them to pay 50 per cent. of the first year's
rent down, and the other h3.lf in six months.
We expected to get poor people to settle on
the land, to pay all that money, work t.heir
land. and successfully establish their homel5
()n it.
The thing was preposterous from
the start. There is 'one thing that destroys
the morale of the settler.
The Government make a contract with a man, and the
man enters into it with his eyes open, yet
~s soon as it is signed, and the man commences to" deal wi th his land there
is a demand immediately for a remission
()f rent or an extended payment.
Everybody takes ad vantage of this.
If it is a
G()vernment concern everyone starts to take
advantage of it, and simply because the
Government are always yielding to those
clamoring for extended payments.
This
makes the Government impossible as a landlord or employer. The real difficulty with
the civil servants and the railway servants
is exactly on the same footing.
There is
always a demand for shorter hours, larger
pay, and leSfl work. In the Murray Valley
we have a splendid area of country in the
hands of the Government, 'and if one tithe
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of the money spent on closer settlement in
the purchase of land had been spent in improving the Crown lands there, al.ld especially
in puttillg water on them, instead of the
proportion of 450 people to £800,000,
we
would
have
more
than 1,000
families for an expenditure of £500,000.
With regard to the cost of lVIildura, I suppose
the whole Governll1ent cost was about
£50,000. I think that this is the total expenditure on the Government side. I do
not know. what the private expenditure
amounts to.
Suppose we took it at
£240,000. I do not suppose it amounted
to that.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-Double that.
The Hon. R. B. REES.- I am speaking of
the private expenditure. I know Mildura
fairly well. I have no official figures~ but I
venture to say that the private expenditure
was not £250,000, and yet you have in that
settlement a population of 4,000, living
fairly prosperously. For an expenditure of
about £250,000 in the Mal1ee a settlement
has been created which maintains ill a fair
state of comfort some 4,000 souls. If the
Government had placed on the last Estimates
and had spent £500,000 on their owuland in
the Murray Valley, and had created settlements there, and if the mistakes made in
the Mildura settlement had been avoided,
we should have had more people on a similar
area in the Murray Valley than have been
settled in connexion with the Mildura
scheme. The Government promise in one
l'~ragra.ph of the speech to deal with the
Murray frontages. If the Government will
do more in the direction of u tilizillg and developing OUl' own Crown lauds, instead of acquiring private estates at large prices from
private owners, aud from financial illstitu. tions also, by the \vay, I think we should do
better, and have a far better result for our
money. That brings me to another matter.
\:Vhile we are forcing on t he question of
closer settlement, there is the big question of'
providing markets for what mil' settlers grow
to be considered. I have been looking into
this question a little lately, and I am sorry
to see that there is nothing mentioned about
it in the Governor's speech. The Government apparently are not proposing to do
anything this session towards providing
markets for the produce we grow. It is
quite useless to urge our people to gro\v
various products unless we also push on with
a comprehensi ve and reasonable method of
distributing and disposing of the products.
I should like to draw attention to our local
market more particularly. I admit itraight
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away that the Government has done a
great deal towards finding markets abroad
for our produce.
I am heartily in
support of
the process of
dealing
with bntter, rabbits, and other produce at
the Government Cold Stores. Uudoubtedly,
we have some efficient officers engaged there,
and the work is done better to-day than it
was a few years ago under the kind of go·asyon-please and competitive system. Rut we
seem to have neglected entirely our most
important market. The people of Viotoria,
our home consurners, are onr most important
market so far as we are concerned. In Melbourne, which is nearly the whole of Victorin, we have nearly 600,O(lO consumers.
This great market is allowed to drift of its
own free will, without any process or regulation. without, as a matter of fact,
facilities l1leing provided either by the Government or the City Conncil for the disposal of our products.
The Hon. .J. G. AIJDfAN.-The City
Conncil.
The Hon. H. B. REES.-J can see that
the honorable member is anticipating what I
am going to say. He is a mem bel' of a body
of people who are simply sacrificing tllle
producers in arder to obtain large revenues
out of the markets that were originally
granted for the producers of the State.
The lIon. J. G. AIKMAN.-Talking on inaccurotte information again.
T~e H()l1. H. B. HEES.-It is not often
that I am inaccnrate. The honorable member has charged me before with being inaccurate, but it has generally turned out that
what I have said has been somewhat near the
marie \Yith regard to the q Ilestion of these
markets, I should like ~Ir. Aikman, who is a
member of the City Council, to Cloutradict
me if he can. Mr. Pratt is also a mem bel' ()f
1hat body.
Many years ago, as I took the
trQuble to asc~rtailJ, certain areas ill what
, was then the town of Melbourne were given
by the Government of New ~outh Wales for
general market lmrposes. 'l'here was an area
of nearly 1 ~ acres in Collins-street. It is the
\Vestern Market now.
Another area in
Bourke-street, and some other areas around
Melbourne, were given for the same purpose.
In the original grant it is distinct.ly stated
that if the area. is not llsed for general market
purposes, or is used for any other than general
market purposes, it should be forfeited to the
Government of the State. What has been
done with that area? At the Western
Market the Council has built a lot of palatial
offices. .
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An HONORABLE MEftIBER.-The Council
did not build 1hem.
The Hon. H. B. HEES.-The Council are
responsible. The area is vested in their
control, and they should use the area for its
legitima:e purposes. The ''''estern Market
is a typical illustration of what I want to
impress upon the H()l1se. A lot of offices
have been built there, and the Council are
receiving a revenue of something like £7,000
a year out of that block of buildings. I
would not say a word if they provided reaSOllable facilities for the dispostl1 of fruit, for
instance, but they have used all the frontage
for building purposes.
The Hon. J. M. PRA'L''L'.-vYhat are thev
doing in the square for fruit?
"
The Hon. R. B. REES.-I am c0ming to
that. The whole of the frontage has been
devoted to office purposes, from which the
Council are receiving a bigh relltal; bnt in
order to cover to some extent their misdeeds
and misappropriation of the laud they have
devoted a small portion, the inside court, to
the disposal of fruit. I t is a remarkable
thing that time and time again their inspector for the WelStern Market haf-; reported
to the Council that the area for the disposal
of fruit is iuadeqllate.
rrhe Hon. .1. G. AIIDlAN.-That is not
correct.
The H0n. R. B. REES.-l should like
the honorable member to be quite SlUe of his
facts.
'rhe PR~~SIDENT.-The honorable member who is interrupting can reply afterwards
to the honorable member who is now'
speaking.
The Hon. H. B. HEES.-Unf0rtuna.telvand Mr. Aikman can bear me out-I h"ave
been to the Town Hall to get information,
and it is almost by. stealth that olle ca.n get
information from that autocratic and bureaucratiG body. I failed to ~et illforl1lation from
~he Councilor in 0111' Library here. I Hhould
like to call attention to thaI. A great institution like the City Council isslles anllual
reports, I believe. 'In a rounel-about way I
succeeded in r:;eeing one of those reports,
which are issued in a bound·up state. I tried
tQ get one of these reports in the Library,
hut could not. As a last resource I went to
Mr. Aikman, and· asked him to get me one,
but he could not.
I believe he applied
to the genial Mr. Clayton, and I think
he was refused. In looking through one
of these market rep(()rts I saw one of these
statements that Mr. Aikman has contradicted me 011, and I will show in print where
their inspector for the Western Market has.
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reported to the Council that the accommodation in t.bat market is totally inadequate for
the disposal of fruit. That seems to me to
be extraordinary, and that is where t.he shoe
pinches very r.uuch. Not only is the City
Council using Ollr markets for the purpose of
obtaining rental, bllt it is actually using the
money it derives from them in order to
keep down the rates of the city to Is. in
the £1, whilst the rates in all the other
municipalities around are from Is. 6d. up to
2s. and 25. 6d. The Premier tells us in the
back country that we shall Vlot get a sti vel'
for developing the areas uuder our control
unless the rates are raised to Is. 6d. Here
are the very means of making our livelihood
in the back country being filched and
taken away by the City Council, in order
to get a rental S0 that the city rates
might be red llced to Is. In this report,
issued by the Government. Statist, there
is shown the amount the City Council gets
out of the rentals-out of the prod bleerS in
the back country- by refusing us facilities. The Council gets from the markets
and weighbridge fees a snm of £34,000.
Out of the shops they get £33,000. So they
get a revenue of £33,000 per annum out of
shop buildings, which are upon areas that
were demised for the country producers. I
say it is a crying shame that we should not
have facilities for disposing of our products
in our own and very biggest market-that
is, Melbonrne. Some time ago I went round
the markets to see how the minor farm produce was being disposed of under present
conditions. Instead of being disposed of in
regular markets, where the stuff wonld be
sold under reasonable competitive conditions,
the produce is sold in this manner: There
are a number of private auctioneers selling
in a lot. of little places in the west end of the
city, where our farm produce is being positively slal.lghtered in a hole-and-corner
fashion.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-And the consumer is reaping the benefit.
The Hon. R. B. REES .-As a matter of
fact, consumer2 do not. The other day I
went and saw a lot of poultry being sold.
Fancy a back country producer taking
months tfl) produce poultry. Poultry is sent
down here. and it costs between 5d. and
6d. per head for carriage and marketing.
Fowls were sold at from 2s. to 3s.
per pair, or from Is. to Is. 6d. each. The
eXpt:n1ReS cottle to 6d., and the farmer gets
for the s,uff that he has taken infinite
·trollble to produce a return of from 6el. to
Is. per head. It is not the consumer, but the
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llliddle-man, who attends the market and
purchases these t.hings. On the Saturday I
went to a shop of a man whom I saw purchasing on the Friday, and I !lsked hin) the
price of poultry. He did not know me. He
showed me a lot. of poultry, the price ()f
which was from 28. 6d. to 3s. per bird. I
venture to say that it was the same poultry
~hat had been purchased at 2s. 3d. per pair
the previous day in the market, and the man
was making a profit of from Is. to Is. 6d.
for merely screwing theil' necks and hanging
them up in the shop, while the poor unfortunate Froducer in the back country was
only getting from tid_ to Is. for what it had
taken him months to rear. The whole process of marketing is faulty. Each one of
these auctioneers seems to have a little
coterie of purchasers, because several auctioneers are selling at the same time, and
the purchasers are able to divide themselves
betvv'een t.he various auctioneers, and you
just have a most c{)mplete little ring.
1 saw a lot of veal and pork: bein{: sold in the
auction rooms. 'fhe auctioneer was working
very hard, and two of the great men in Melbourne had their representatives there. It
was a. case of knock down to either one or
the other, just as they nodded their heads,
without any competitioll whatever. It seems
extraordinary that the process has been allowed to go on so long. There should be, as
ihere is in other couutries, a large market to
which all this stuff could be broug-ht, exactly
the same as the pl'(.)ducers at Brighton and
N uuawading, and all the other suburbs of
Melbourne, are able to bring their stuff into
the South Melbonrne or the Victoria market,
anel dispose of it themselves. We cannot
caVil for one mOlllent at a man selling his
own produce at any price he pleases. He can
give it away if he likes. The producers near
Melbourne dispose of their goods nnder
proper competitive conditions, and with
reasonable facilities, but the bnlk of
our produce is sent froUl the back
country. The unfortunate producer there,
wheu he sends his goods to Melbourne,
has no control whatever over them. If t.he
market is at all glutted he is simply at the
mercy of the middle-man, and his stuff is
almost invariably slaughtered. If the Government are taking in hand the controlling
of production-they send their experts
about, and quite rightly, to teach the
people to produce and to organize them in
the process of production-then they are in
duty bound to take a loIand also in regulating
the distribution of the goods that are so>
produced.
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The HOll. \IV. H. EDGAR.- Yon want them
to provide Governnltmt auctiolleers.

The Hon. R. B. REES.-·-I do not want
to do awnv with the anctionecrs or the
micldlp-lIlcl; at nIl. I do not want to say one
word a~;tillst thenl, hut I urge the GovernIl1Cllt to provide rea80nable facilities for tho
peopl(' to carryon their bnsincss.
The HOll. \V. H. EJlBLHW.-)[a.kc the
City Council do it.
The Hon. J. U. AIlnrAN.-You are altogether wrong.
The Hon. R B. HEES.-I should be very
pleased to be put right b;r the honorable
member. His remark reminds me of an
()ccasioll when I went to the City Council
()fficials to get some information. "All I got
dinned into me was that I was on the wrong
track. I should like Mr. Aikman to get on
his hind legs and tell me where J am wrong.
Let us hear the right track. I see that the
G(IVernment are going to deal with the
question of the maintenance and construction
of levees, and to compel the municipalities to
look after the matter. A very important
point has Itrisen during the last few days
with regard to the maintenance of the
Goulburn and other levees. 'fhe Government
are urged on by a certain class of people to
<10 certain work. The unemployed were sent
'-lP to construct the great Goulburn levee.
They are sent to do certain other works all
oQver the country, merely to keep them employed. I wOllld not say one word against
the employment of these unemployable
people.
The Hon. J. G. AIltMAN.- Wha.t do you
mean by unemployable ~
The Hon. R. B. HEES.-There is but one
mea.ning of the word. It seems a. cruel thing
for people to be brought up to be clerks and
to fill other genteel positions, and when they
faU by the way they are compelled to do
pick and shovel work. Heally, in the true
sense of the word, they are unemployable so
fa.r as that class of work is concerned. The
idea of putting a man who is physically incapable of doing a piece of work with pick
and shovel or with a. barrow to construct
these levees! "\Yhat I complain about is
still going em. 'Ye sent a lot of unemployed
up to construct water channels. The cost of
maintenance and the payment of interest Oll
these water channels will fall on the producers. The work is done, first of all, in a
slipshod manner. It is done to a great extent wrongly, and it is done very expensively when dOlle by pick and shovel and
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barrow; yet in the future the producers will
have to pay. The cost will not fall on the
general taxpayer of the work that these
people do, ana the charges incidental to it,
but it will fall OLl the persons who use the
wa.ter. Is it fair to tho'Se who will have to
pay for this work in the future that it should
be done by the unemployed under such
conditions as prevail to-day 1 The Goulburn levee is a case in point.
'Vhen
it was done formerly by the ordinary
scoop process, where horses drew the dirt up
and trod the banks and consolidated the
work, it is standing to-da.y; hut when it i&
done by the unemployed as relief works, the
stuff is simply carried out in the barrows and
tipped. There is no consolida.tion, and the inside of the bank is like a lot of flour. The
moment the flood waters touch it, it crumbles
away, and the whole country is flooded. Our
last state is positively worse than our first.
The unemployed should not be put to work
like that unless the whole of the charges and
the whole of the maintenance are met from
the national exchequer. It is not fair that
one section of the people should be compelled to bear the cost of these works when
another section go free. It is national
work, and I certainly must protest against
the unemployed being put on works of
which the charges in future will have to
be borne by a section of the people.
The last m~tter I should like to touch
upon is the question of creating local work.
I took the trouble yesterday to go down to
the Newport workshops to see whether certain work was being done there or was imported. I am not going to touch on the
great controversial question of free-trade
and protection, but while I have a number
of boys to find employment for in this country, while my all is in this country and I
want to settle my fa.mily here-I am only
representative of a number of other parents
- I feel that we should insist that the Government, at any rate, should have all the
work done in this country that call possibly
be done here and not sent away to other
places. The case I am going to touch UPOll is
the construction of the bodies of the care for
the St. Kilda to Brighton Electric Tramway,
and if the Government have in that case got
the work done in Philadelphia, then it is
time for me and my family to go away to
Philadelphia. to constrnct those cars.
The Hon. J. M. PRA'fT.-I think they are
only sample cars.
The Hon. H.. B. REES.-That is not true.
I thought that statement was correct, but I
found it was not. It seems extraordinary that
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five cars have already been made in Philadelphia, and put together in Newport workshops. Only yest.erday I saw two more cars
opened up ont of the cases with the name of
the maker in Phila.delphia. upon them. The
workmanship in those cars and the class of
construction is no better than, if it is as
good as, the work our own men could turn
out at Newport.
I venture to say that
several members of this House, in addition
to myself, are trying to find employment
for young people in the city in technical
work. Only last week I went round with a
His
young fellow from the back country.
people are farmers, but he is determined to
go in for engineering. AHer ali, what we
want in this country is diversity of employment. We do not want to be all farmers, or
aU bootmakers. We want to create as great
a variety of employment as possible in order
to gi va- work to our young people and to
cater for their varied tastes. I went to several
engineering firms with this young fellow,
but theil' answer was that they were
deluged with applica.tions from lads for
apprenticeship or employment. There are
no openings in Melbourne or the country for
nice technic'al work such as would be put
into these tramcars, yet here are the Government of the conntry. who should be the
leaders in creating employment; and in fostering our local industries, a~tually not sending
away for sample cars but buying the" whole
caboose" in Philadelphia, instead of manufacturing them at Newport. If a sam pIe car
was wanted why did the Government brin~out
two 7 I am credibly informed that the whole
:five were brought out from Philadelphia and
put together here. I say it is a jolly shame.
Not only that, but a definite promise was
made by the Government during the diic118sion about the dredge that was brought
out, that similar work should be done in the
country in future, yet here, at the first
opportunity, the Government send away to
America to have cars built, and bring them
out ready construoted. I am told that private companies here manufacture their own
cars. I am informed that the Essendon
people brought out one car-not two carsas a sample for their electric line. The
Government, however, are actually bringing
the whole lot ont for the St.· Kilda line and
keeping our own young people out of employment. I say we IShould raise our voices,
and that in no uncertain way, when work of
that kind is being sent out of the country.
It is not a questiun of cheapness Goodness
me, we need not preach the doctrine of
cheapness in Victoria. We want a country
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where all things are well paid for. "Ve are
all better oft when our manufactures are
well paid for, and our produce is at a hign
price. I venture to say that the country
that rUllS high prices for everything is far
better off-better for the individual and
better for the State-than a country
that runs low prices. Compare America
with
China in that respect.
There
is no comparison whatever. In the one
country you find high prices and a staudard of
wages ranging from 3 to 5 dullars a
day as the wage of an art;isan. Surely the
people in America are infinitely better off
than those in China or in Japan, iyhere they
can live on a few spoonsful of rice in the 24hours. I say we should foster real!onably
fair prices, and create as much employment
as we can in the country. The Government
should set the example in that direction, and
private indi viduals \vould follow suit, so that
we would create as much work as we can for
our own people, and keep them as fully employed as p08sihle. There is another littlematter to which I should like to draw the
attention of the Minister of Public Instruction.
\Ve are subsidizing the University
very largely for educational purposes, and yet
it is a marvellous thing-and I should like
1,0 draw your attention to it, Mr. President,
as the Chancellor of the C ni versity-that the
University is prescribin~ certain books to 00
used by the students: Here is a book that.
is prescribed by the University for use in
our secondary schools, and it is put into the
hands of my children to study. It is a new
geography by Professor Meiklejohn. It is.
very interesting to turn to the description of
Australia in this remarkable hoole \Ve are
doing all we can in Australia, and rightly
too, to make ourselves patri0tic, and to speak
well of our country, 8.ud yet here we place ill
the ha.nds of our children a book which
right through, so far as it rela.tes to·
Australia, is simply a travesty on our
country. It is nothing but a. tissue-I
was going to say of falsehoods-and so it ist(!) a. great extent, at any rate. I will read ~
few extracts. rfhere is an introduct.ory chapter on Australia. Dealing with the Murray,
the author saysThere is only one river of any size or importance,
and tha.t river does not reach the sea, and sometimes does not flow a.t all.

That is not true.
he says-

Dealing with Australia,

It is full of other oddities: mammals lay eggs;
cherries ha.ve their stones outside; trees sqed their
bark, not their lea\-es; qua.drupeds run on two
feet; trees give little shade; and many birds nosong. ·When the first European settlers visited the-
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country, they found no grain to eat, no domestic
a.nimal to gh'e milk or tu draw burdens, anti not
the smallest trace in the continent of who.t is called
d vilization.
rl'hi~ is a nice way in which to impress on the
children the charactcristics of the lovely
country in which we live. Fnrther 011, the
author deals with the mountains; he refers to
the Dividing Range, the great backbone of
J\ustralia. He says-

It begins a little to the west of Melbourne, runs
east, and then due north until it ends in the York
Peninsula.

Here is a description of AnstraliaThe larger part of the interior of Australia consists of ., the most forbidding and desolate regions
on the face of the globe,"

and so on.

The paragraph ,... inds up-

Australia, in this respect more African than
Afdcn. itself, is essentially the land of wastes and
steppes.
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authorities to the fact that they are putting
in the hands of children bo()ks that are
calculated to give them an extraordinary
impression of this cOllntry, of which we all
ought to he proud.
The Hon. W. CA[~.-With the permission
of the House, I will offer a few remarks on
the very able and competent speech prepared
by a very clever man, and delivered by the
Governor. I t covers so many things that are
gooa-and, I may say, there is m>t a single
line in it to which one can well ta.ke exception
-that I must confine mYRelf to a few points
that may be specially commended.
The
speech saysIt gives me pleasure to inform you that
the financial comlitiou of the State is most satisfactory.

vYell, every member in this chamber will
agree with that, and the cuuntry agrees with
it. The State is in H. very satisfactory C )11Then the author speak~ about the Murray dition just now, and 1 hope it will remain so
agaill. He saysfor many years. Heference is made to the
Sometimes the Murray is only a. sedes of water- fact that the bountiful rains with which Vicholes; at other times it is a ragiug torrent.
toria has been favoured have resulted in
That is not true. I have known the l\Iurray another rich harvest, and that also is a
for a nnmber of years, and in the lllost matter for corJgratulation. vVe are informed
severe drought, which occurred recently, [ that it is the intention of the Government
venture to say that nearly 100,000 cubic to recommend that the greater portion of
feet per minute of water was thcn flowing the surplus for the financial year just
down the riYer. III the very compact we closed shall be devoted towards paying off
had with South Australia it was provided part of the public liabilities. No person will
that we shonld penllit at least 150,000 cubic quarrel with that proposaJ. It is certainly a
feet per minute to flow at all times down the step in the right directioll, and I may· here
Murray. rrhat was the agreement we made, remark that the Government have profited
and yet this book says the Murray some- from the remarks that were made in this
times llever flows at all. Dealiug wit.h the chamber last session on this subject, for 1 see
climate, it is stateclnothing here about fancy cars, briltkyards, or
The rain sometimes falls in terrible floods; and anything of that kind. 'rhis money is to be
this heavy rain is alternated wit.h long periods of devoted to paying off the liabilities of the
complete tlronght. The Hawkesbury River once State as provided by Act of Parliament, and
rose 9~ feet above its ordinary leyel; and
hUlHll'eds of persons only escaped by climbiug high that is what should have been done in the
last two years. I hope it will be done strictly
trees.
Dealing with plaglles in Australia, it is this year. For that the Government is to be
commended.
There are one or two other
statedmatters in the speech to which I shr)tlld like
The imported "Scotch thistle" has multiplied
so rapidly as to become a serious nuisance, and tl~e to refer. Reference is made to the Conference
different Uovel'llments have to spend la.rge sums 111 of representatives of New South Wales,
the ende!l.vour to exterminate it.
South Australia, and Victoria which was held
I think I have read enough to show that it in Sydney last April, when a provisional
should be the care of somebody-I hope it agreement was arrived at respecting the
will Le it1 the power of the :Minister of Public question of the ~Iurray River waters,whereby,
Instrnction to do ~o-to supervise the issue it is stated, many diHiculties in the way of the
full utilization of those waters for the benefit
of these Lo~ks to our young people-The Hon. A. O. SACHSI<}.-Our schools are of those interested have been removed. A Bill
to ratify the agreement is to be laid before
all right.
The Hon. R. B. REES.-And to see thai us. vVell, that is a most desirable object. It
literature is provided which will not traduce affects settlement upon the greatest area of
onr country as this wretched book is doing. land that is within the control of the GovernI simply wish to call the attention of the ment at the present time, and that is the
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with in a systematic mfl.nner, there is not
much chance, in my opinion, of settling
people on the Murray frontages. If this
work, however, is carried out there is a great
future for that part of \he country, and 1 hope
it will be taken in hand immediately. The
speech states, in the next place, that on the
recommendation of the Lands Purchase and
Management Board, several estates have been
acquired for the purposes of closer settlement, and that of these all bL'.t two have been
8ubdivided. I can speak with ctmfidence with
reference to one of these settlements, at any
rate, and, I think, upon pretty nearly the
whole of them. Although, in some instances,
it is thought the Government have paid high
prices for tpe land, they have done 'excellent
work in buying these estates and su"bdividing them. If honorable members will
go to the 'Vyuna estate they will see hives
of men puttillg up houses, erecting fences,
and doing work in all directions. It is quite
a pleasure to see them there, and the Government call go very much further than they
have gone in carrying out settlement of that
description. At the same time, Ministers
must bear in mind tha.t the money has been
borrowed for the purchase of this lalld, and
that the object of all men, and of the settler
particularly, is to keep the burden as low as
possible. I notice that already it is stated
that demauds may be made on the Government for the purpose of easing off the
settlers for one or two vears in their repayments to the GovernVment. That is a
very desirable thing for the settler, but I think
it should be clearly understood that this
money was borrowed to enable men to buy la.nd
who could llOt buy land on advantageous
terms fro;n the private owners. rrhe Government have certainly gi ven the land on the
most Jiberal terms, and they should now ask
the settlers to respond. Concessions may be
made which may go too far, and lead to
diffieu1 ties w hen a year of drought comes
along, entailing upon the settlers a far
greater stntggle than they have to undergo
at the present time. The speech states that
gratifying results have again followed the
working of the railways for the past year, and
that both the ~ros!:l J eceipts and the net
revenue are the largest ever" earned. That
is most satisfactory, and I do hope t ha.t
the Government will not interfere iu the
working of the railways, bnt ~,.ill allow
the Commissioners, as far as possible, to
work out their OW11 scheme. I know f.r.:o111
the returns that are published that the rail-
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ways now are considerably loaded.
There
are non-paying lines that are earning practically nothing, and the cost of those lines
stand in the capital account. In my opinion
the earniugs of the rail ways might reasonably
be devo':ed to writing down these non-profit.able lines. I know also, from all inq uil'Y in
which 1 was myself e}1gaged some years ago,
that there is a large proportion of the rollingstock that. needs to be written down. It
stands in the rail way books at its capital
value, which had never been written down.
As I say, any profits that are made from the
working of the rail ways should be utilized
for the writing down of this rolling-stock
and of the non-paying lines, and I hope the
Government will not appropriate these ea1'uimgs to any other than railway purposes.
. A Bill will be introduced to deal with
the question arising from the apathy of
electors, aud also with the question of the
representation of the Civil ~el'\·ice. I will
deal with this proposal for compulsory voting
first. N ow, following the remarks of Mr.
Harwood, I do think it is a most extraordinary position to put a. man in, that you are
going to compel him to vote for some one,
even though he ma.y think that the man is
not at all fitted to represent him in Parliament. Something should certainly be done
to bring the electors to the polls, but to
compel a man to go there seems to me a re.markable idea, and I feel sure that the
Government should think twice before introducing such a measure, or it will end in a
fiasco The question of dealing with the
Civil Service I will say very little about,
because I think the members of the present
Government were most desirolls to bring
about the present state of afli:lirs. This
subject has been contemplated and discussed
for many years, and I myself think that
as the
Act
was
passed it ought
to get a fair trial. ']'he question of the construction and maintenance of levees 011 such
rivers as the Murray, the Goul19ul'll, the
Campaspe, and various other ri vel'S, is a most
important one. Those rivers overflow their
banks and floc)d the country. They are
doing that to the fullest extent just 110\V, to
the danger of the peopl~ along the river banks.
Governments in'the past have taken on the
constrnction of levees, bu t have not gone on
with the work. Thus one man is protected,
while another is endangered. I think, there-.
fore, that it is desirable that the Government's proposals in this matter should receive
the support of the House. The re-org:lQization of the Forests, Department is to be provided for ill a measure, al1d the better
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management and utilization of the timber areas
of the State will be dealt with. If the
Government only carried that one Bill, and
effectively administered it, that would be
sufficient work for one session. There is
nothing more important ill the State just
now than the question of working the forests.
In the forests not only is there a large source
Qf revenue for the Government eventually,
hut a.lso a field for the employment of unskilled laLour to a very, very large extent.
I do hope that this Bill will not be
drafted in
any half-hearted manner.
~ome time
ago I visited the School
of Forestry in Saxony, and made myself
acqua.inted with what was going on there.
Some .f{)OO,OOO per annum was obtained
in allll11al revenue from the forests of the
State, and hnndreds of men were employed
there. Jf a. proper policy were carried out in
Victoria, employment would be fOil nd for
~killen mell, unskilled men, and boys.
The
work is such that it must be done under
very clever and competent management.
"rhe French forests had been very neglected,
and it was thought desirable that they
:Hhould be taken in hand and treated on the
German system. The French, therefore,
got a nHtn from Germany to establish
forestry schools in France, and it would have
been a very good thing if something in the
<iirection of obtaining suitable men for the
work had been clone in Victoria. Proposals
in cOllllexion with the Metropolitan Board of
W ork~, the coditic:'l.tion of the criminal law,
and m:\1ly other things are mentioned in
the Governor's speech. and I think all those
measures are very desirable and very necessary. There is one little matter whieh I
would like to refer to, and I think the House
is justified in having an explanation from the
Attorney-General in regard to it. 'rhat is
with refl'rcnce to the Bill that was introduced here some time last November in
oCollnC'xion with income tax and probate duty.
The Attorney-General then stated that the
'l'reasurer felt that he would have a surplns
-of only £12,000 to come and go on. 1 ventured to comment on this, and to suggest
that the income tax and probate duties were
"cally Ullnecessary, and that they should
(lnly he imposed in cases of emergency. I
held that great care a.nd jndgmel1t should be
exercised in the management of the general
revenue. I was very sorry that I did
not get a very particular hearing. In fact,
I got rather a dressing-down from the
Attorney-General.
That.£ 12,000, it appears,
has swollen up to
£650,000.
I call not realize how it wa.s possible
H on. W. Cain.
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that an estimate should be put into the
hands of the Attorney-General by the
Treasurer, or his representatives, that could
be so far out as it was. I do not wish to say
that the Attorney-General wonld mislead
this House knowingly, but I think that he
should have really made himself better satisfied with the statement before he brought
the measure before the House in the form it
was. It is monstrous to my miud to think
that an \estimate by the officers of the Department, who I presume put it into the
hands of the 'l'reasurer, should be out to
such an extent as over £600,000. A .great
deal of the surplus hus been brought about
by the income tax and probate duties. There
is ,£200,000 odd of rail way surplns, and the
statement put before the House last session
was that it was estimated that there would
be a deficiency in connexioll with the railways of £100,000. There was also a statement that the Uustoms revenue would be
£ 100,000 less than in previous years. Instead of that we find that it wus about
£200,000 in excess. 1t is not agreeable for
anyone to refer to these figl~resl but I
think I would not be doing my duty t6 my
constituency and to the country if I did
not refer to them to show how the affairs of
the 8tate are .carried on. Is this not an
nnsatisfactory thing, that £600,000 is
brought ill, no one knows from where, and
brushed oft' to no one knows \\There? I
would not like to hurt the feelings of, or to
reflect on, the Attorney-General, but 1 think
the I-louse is entitled to an explanation as to
how this state of affairs was brought about.
Except for this: I think that the matters
mentioned in the Governor's speech should
receive the cOllsideratioll and support of the
House. Another matter to which 1 wish to
refer is that the Premier, in his speech at
:Brighton, said he was gOillg to repeat the
law referring to the income tax, and if
people did not like it they would have to go
over his body, or Homething of that kind. I
think it is hardly fail' to have that kind of
threat held out, •and I do not think any
member of this House should be placed in
that position--to be threatened that he must
do certain things whether he likes it or not.
The HOll. K MILL~~H..-At the commellcement of his speech Mr Hees said all
of us ought to make a few remarks on the
Address-in-Hepl,)', and that a certa.in amount
of latitudc should also be allowed. The
honorable mcmber took very good care to
take that latitude himself. He' went north,
south, east, and \vest, to discuss ererything
but the Address-in-Reply. I am sure the
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worthy City Council will feel very much the
way he talked of the Western Markets.
The honorable member did not seem to
remember those markets as they were many
years ago. The Rite was a refuge for wild
cats and all the goats in the neighbourhood.
Nothing could be done with the place. It
was a miserable spot, and a disgrace to the
city. Tenders were called for buildillgs, and
people with whom I am connected did a large
amount of the work. After the property
bad beeu leased twenty years, it became the
property of the City Connci1. The honorable membe'l" did not refer to the Eastern
MarkE't. If he had gone inside there he
would say what a miserable place it is. I
think our worthy City Council manages its
business as well as anybody in Victoria, and
I hope they will not think that t.he whole of
the House is of the same opinion as Mr.
Rees. If they do, on going in there to get
information, as Mr. Rees seems inclined to
do, the first question asked will be"Are you a member of the Legislative
Council?" and we may not be able to
get any information.
I will leave any
further reply to my honorable friends Mr.
Aikman and Mr. Pratt, who are better
acquainted with the affairs of the City CounciJ than I am. Returning to the Governor's
speech, the first thing that attracts my
attention is the surplus. It is gratifying to
know that at least part of the surplus, which
a.ppears every year now, if) to be used in paying off some of our loans. I think the
Government are to be congratulated on the
steps which they have already taken. They
have made a move in the right direction. I
have always advocated that we should have
a sinking fund, '"hich would greatly reduce
the debts of tl1is country, but at the same
time I hope the Government will not try to
reduce the debts too quickly. In our loa.ns
now becoming due we cannot afford to payoff
the whole. It was but recently that we remitted nearly £2,000,000 to England to assist
the £5,000,000 conversion. The conversion of
that loan was not a success at all, and the result was that we had to send a large amount of
money to England. My opinion is that we
should reduce our debts not only as the loans
become due, but before they become due by,
ifpoBsibJe. purchasing someof the dp.bentures.
It is an easy matter to send the money
gradually, and would not make too great
a. drain on the finances of the State. vVe are
blessed now with cheap money. Our good seasons have made our exports equal to our imports. The gold produced in this country is
kept here and coined, and that in a great

measure acconnts for the cheap money we
possess. If we had to ship home Ollr gold topay for ollr debts we would soon have dearmoney. I am Sllre the Government will take
these mat\,ers into consideration, and consult
the financial people before taking too much
money from them. When we are in a good position, as we are now, we should red uce our taxation, which is very heavy. Although we are
having good seasons now, there may come a.
time of depression when further taxation will
be required. If we reduce it now, we can
then increase it to meet the circumstances.
I cannot see how we can increase our present
high taxation. When \ve have a surplus we
should certainly endeavour to red uce taxation
in some directions.
A great discussion and
a great agitation have taken place in oonnexion with the income tax.
It is well
known to thinking people that the income
tax has always done this country a grea.t.
deal of harm, and in consequence of it.
large sums of money have been withdrawn
from this conntry and taken back to London.
I tvould like to see the income ta~ abolished,.
and if' the country demands it a tax of someother sort could be imposed. Above all we
should not. tax foreign ca.pital. I see noreference in the Go\,ernor's speech to the
mines of the country .. There is nothing said
about assisting the great mining industry.
As I have often said, the gold has made this.
country, and it is the gold that still keeps it.
pr~Rperons.

An HONORABLE MIf.MBER.-Wool does.
The Hon. E. MILLER-But the gold
brought the wool here. The wool ;8 TI>ry
valuable as au' export, but the gold remains.
with us.
No dOll bt the Government are
always on the watch to develop and assist.
the miuing industry, and it is very easily
assisted if the Government exercise propersupervision over the mining fields. V'f e have
all read lately of the Warrandyte field
coming to the front, and changing the whole
aspect of the coul1try there. That field
many years ago was a prosptrOUS alluvial
one, but for ab()ut 40 years it has remained
dormant. Now, through the assirstance of
capital, to which I materially eontributed,.
the whole field is in a thriving condition, and the number of people employed
there must be immense. It il") only an,
hour's drive from Melbourne, so that wehave not to go to Bendigo and Ballarat to
get gold. That field iR now employing thousands of miners, and should employ all the
unemployed in Melbourne if they are suitablefor mining work. The whole district is.
flourishing, thQugh before the mining reviva'
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it wa:;; a Httle village growing apples.
This is all instance to show how easily the
Government may encourage mining by spending ur IClldil1g a little money. Then again
onr dredging industry is ad vallcing, owing
to private entcrprise, although the Government have cllcouraged it hy granting leases.
Only last week at one of my board meetings
two magnificent nuggets of gold wert produced as a result of the dredging industry.
'rhe ground from which they came had been
worked by Europeans and Chinese, who had
missed these llllggetH, but the dredge misses
llothing. Closer settlement seems to be a
thriving industry. At one time before an
estate was bought this Honse had the ad vantage of discussing whether it was suitable or
llot, but that has all passed away, and the
matter is now in the hands of a Board. There
is no doubt that. to a large extent, people
are taking llfJ lands under the Closer Settlement . . .\ct who already occupy land, and I am
afraid the closer settlement scheme is not
increasillg our population. There are many
private estates that have been successfnlly
cut up, and somehow the farmers prefer
priVate people to the Government. Still the
Government IHI.ye spent about ~8DO,OOO in
buying estates, and I think they should now
bold their hanels for a time to see whether
these settlements will prove a success. It
has been said that the fanners canllot pay
the illstalnH'nts, and are asking for more time.
I dQ not wouder at that, for you mllst give a
man time to cultivatc the Ianel and produce
somethini.(. As far as I remember, the
terms
were
that; they should commence to pay immediately. In the estates privately subdivided the purchasers
nrc gi vell a year or two to enable them to
erect buildillg's ~t1ld fences and get a crop off
the land. We must gi ve these fanners extra
time for their paYl1leuts. The free selector is
allowed a IOllg time to ma.ke his paymell t, but
very often he does not pay at all. The
teJ1!\llts uncleI' ch~ser settlement rnay drift
into that condition. 'Ve are ntl>t gett(ng new
population, and the people in the towns do
not apparently care to go to the country. If
we could get the unemployed on to the land
it wonld be a good thing. The best way of
dealing with tl'l.e unemployed on t he land
was the way the late Sir John ?\IcIntyre
dealt with them, and that was lw village settlements.
I have Reell a v great
many of these settlements, and th0\1gh
some of the unemployed left them, many
of those who remained have done remarkably
well, and are now successful farmers. Mr.
Mc Bryde said that more money should be exHolt. E ..Miller.
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pended in improving the railways. It seems
to me that the Rail ways Commissioners are
doing remarkably well.
Let us judge them
by results. They are criticised by many
people, but people should be a little
broader miuded.
'Ve shou Id encourage tile
Commissioners as much as we can to go on
progressing, instead of finding fault with
them.
The honorable member referred to
a new station being built on the Bri~htoll
line. There was a great demand for that
sta.tion, and now that it is being erected it is
described as being like a hen honse. That
is very ungrateful. Mr. Harwood seems to
. be against- compulsory voting. In every
British c(Hmnunit.y every man wants the franchise, and those who are depri vecl of it are
ready to break out into rebellion. Here the
cry is " One man one vote," and we are always talking about the voice of the country.
If men will nut vote how call we get the
voice of the couutry 1 It is ollly reasonable,
after giving this great privilege to every mau,
to compel him to record his vote. ::\11'. Harwood has said -" How can von ask him to
vote for a man he dislikes 1" You cannot
make him vote for ~ll1y Olle, but you
may make him record h is vote.
I am
in hvollr of comfJulsory voting, and I
ha ve al ways ad vocated it, so as to get
the voice of the people. I would not strike
a man's namE:. off the roll if he did not vote.
You call not ask a farmer to go ten or twenty
miles and take his" hands" with him to the
polling booth. I wonld not ask him to do
that, and I think that voting in the country,
in such circumstances, should be done by
post. It is said that voting by post is open
to abuse, but it willl10t be more abused than
our present system of voting. If we have
compulsory votillg we should allow people in
the country districts, where necessary, to vote
by post. Like other honorable members who
have spoken, 1 congratulate the Ministry on
the work they have done, and I may add that
we have in this House very good representati yes of the Ministry. The latest action of
the Government in going about the country
speaking for ne·w members is most praiseworthy. The other side go about the country
advocating their cause, and it is only right
that the Ministry and other Members of Parliament should do the same. The recent campaigning of the Government has bien very successful, and we must.all congratulate them.
r[lhe Hon. A. McLELLAN.-I jllst rise to
make a few remarks on this motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-B.eply to the
Governor's speech. We have had a very
large llllmber of measures placed before us
I
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for our consideration. I am in sym pathy
with the principles of a number of these
measnres, and 1 trust that I shall be able
this session to give as consistent support to
the Government measures as I did last session.
I am not like Olle honorable Member of Parliament who, durillg laRt session, urged that
a certain measure should be opposed because
it had received support in another place from
a certain quarter. I have said before, and I
say again, that I care not from what quarter
a measure comes, whether from the most extreme radical or the most hard-crusted COllservative, I am prepared to support it if I
believe ill it. Several of the measures mentioned in the Govemor's speech are of a
socialistic na.ture. Some of them are planks
in the platform of the Opposition in another
place, and other measures mentioned in the
speech have been advocated by members of
that Opposition for lllany years. Some of
these I may mention. The Small Improved
Holdings Bill I take to be a socialistic measure, and one which I belieye
will receive the support, not only of those
who call themselves Socialists, bnt of Conservatives also. Mildura has beeu mem,ioned
here to-night as a successful settlement, and
I can indorse the remarks which have been
made in reference to that settlement. I went
to Mildura some short time ago, and was
agreeably surprised by its success, and by
the enterprise shown hy the settlers. Everybody appeared to be prosperous. I do not
know whether allY of theel were making
much money, but everybody appeared to be
In that settlement there are
comfortable.
some 4,000 people, and I understand that
the average size of the holdings is about
20 ncres. I think that if a settlement like
thnt can keep such a large number of
people ill. comfortable circumstances it is the
duty of this House to gi va all the support it
can to the Government in (;onnexion with a
measure which may achieve similar results.
I understand that in Victoria there are some
50,00) land-holders, whereas in ~ew Zealand,
which, of course, is considered in some quarters
as a vt-r)' small place compared with this,
there are about 90,000.
In my opillion
some of the Sllceess of New Zealand is due to
the fact that they have RO many small landowners as distinct from the large owners, and
in addition to that the people are scattered
all over the country, and not mostly settled
in the towns. 1 believe that the Small Improved Holdings Bill will have the tendency to
distribute people over the 'country better
than they are distributed now. A good deal
has been said to-night, by Mr. Rees, and also
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by Mr. Melville, about the Closer Settlement Act. I am afraid-of course we shall
not know for certain for some years-that
the prices that have been paid by the Government for the land have been rather too high.
The Premier goes about the country, and
naturally speaks of the success that has
attended his closer settlement scheme, but I
am afraid it is rather too early to speak as
regards the suceess of tha.t scheme, as it is
also t.QO early to cri ticise the Government with
respect to it.
I think also it is too early
for the Government to claim that any great
success has attended their efforts in that
direction. III a laud settlement policy we
want to have the people successfully settled
on the hl.lld-settled at such a. price that
they are able to make something out of it.
When the closer settlement legisllll.tion was
'under consideration in this Honse, I was one
of those who advocated that the land should
be resumed in the way ill which it was resumed in New Zealand. The Government
over there passed a land tax. Under that,
as I understand it, the land has to be valued
for land tax purposes by the Qwuers themselves, and the Governmellt has the right to
resume the land at that valuation. In this
way 1 think we should arri ve at the proper
value of the land. The land-owner will not
value his property too high on acaount of the
tax, nor will he value it too low, uecause the
Government would then have the right to
resume it. I thiuk that such a svstem
would lake a great deal of responsibilit.y off
the Government, and would remove from
them the charge that they had paid too
much
for
the land.
rrhen,
in
regard to
the renllSSlOn of
the payments by the settlers, which I understand
is intended to be made to many Clf them, I
think that if the settlers had had the opportunity of leasing ill place of having to purchase, we should have had a gre~l.t many more
men successfullv settled than we have HOW.
'Ve should at ~ny rate have had the class of
Inen that ,ve wanted settled on the land. I
understand it takes now a ma.n with, say,
from £300 to £500 to go on the closer settlements blocks. If a man has from £:roO to
£500. he could get land withont the Closer
Settlement Act at all. In addition to that,
under the leasehold system a man would be
able to start with am uch smaller capital, nnd
I take it that it is the man with a very small
capital, or perhaps with none at all, that we
should like to see settled on the land, provided that he has the ability to work it. I
notice that many of those who are opposed to
the Government leasing la;nd are at the
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same time very strong advocates of private
leasing. They believe it i~ a good thing for
private owner~ to lease, and yet a Y(~ry bad
thing for the (;ovemment to lease land. The
next measure mentioned ill the Governor's
speech is with reg'ard to agricultural and
irrigation settlements 011 the Hi \'er M llrray.
I do not doubt that if these settlements can
he conducted with anything like the success
that has heen achieved at
Mildura,
n great number of people for many years will
be settled there. That is another sQcialistic
pr~posal, and I believe that evon Conservatives ill this House will give it their support.
I now get on to the railways. I understand
there is something like £200,000 of a sllrpllls
from the railways. I hope that that surplus
has been obtained in a fair and legitimate
way. I hope that the employes have been
fairly treated. I hope that if they work on
~nnday they are well paid for it.
As far as
the employes themselvcs are concerned, I
should like to sec Sunday trains abolished
altogether. I am not arguing against Sunday trains on all occasions. What I mean
to say is that I belic\'e Sunday tmills, in
some instances, may be justified, not that the
wealthy may get to the churches, but for the
sake of those who are living in the slums and
who are in the factory all day long. The
trains might be used b'y those who \\'ant a
little freRh air, so that they might be able to
recruit and recuperate the health of themselve::; aBd their children. "~ e Il0W come to
another Bill proposed to be introduced by the
Government. It is one providing for the eorganization of the Forests Department. That
is another plallk in the platform of the Opposition. and a very important one, too, in my
opinion. ~ome of those honorable members
who come from mining district::; know more of
the importance of this matter than I do.
An HONOHABLE MEMBER.-There are
hardly any forests left.
The lIon. A. McLELLAN.-One of the
reasons why the Forests Departmellt wants reorganizing is that it nmy do something in
the way of planting trees. Then we corne to
children's Courts. I think this is a very important measure, ill order that the young people
who sometimes get brought up to the Courts
may not be contaminated by association with
hardened criminals. V\r e get further on to a
measure providing for a mining accident relief fund, which is another sociali£tic proposal. A measure which provides that those
who have been working away down in those
deep mines, and who have contraeted chest
complaints or lung disease of some kiud or
oUler i::; a good one, for it is right that the
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State should take that matter in hand, and
see that some provision is .nade for thern
when they hecome past work.
'N e aro
often told of the great importance of the
mining industry. Is it not right, if that
industry is of such great importallce, that
those who produce the
wealth, who
work down in those deep mines at Bendigo
and Ballarat alld otlwr places, should have
something dOlle for them after they have lost
their health ~ Then we come to the q llestion
of the inspection of boilers and the supervision of lifts. There was a measure last
session nnder discnssivll in another place,
providing for the inspection of scaffolding,
and it was intended, I understand, to include
in that measure a provision for the supervision of lifts. That also is a very importnnt
matter in the intercst of those working auout
the lifts. Next we come to n. Bill dealing
with mining royalties. This is a measure
which I think is badly needed. A short time
ago I read a leading article in the Age newspaper, describing a. case in which land had
been leased from the CWWIl at a very small
rental, and t he lessee~ had let a portion of
this land to a company which worked it.
rrhis compn.lly had paid £21,000 in royalty
to the lessees, and had paid also £63,000, I
think, for crushing the stOlle at 5::;. per ton.
It was said that it did not cost more than 2s.
per ton to crush this stone, so there was a
profit to the lessees of £40,000 in conll('xion
with this. 1£ this sort of thing is going on,
surely it is time the Government brought in
a Bill to remedy such an iniquitous practice.
There are millions of tons of stone, I understand, in Ballarat and Bendigo, which
could be l".orked today at, a profit \yere
it llOt for
this system of royalties.
During the recess some members wished to
obtain information on a mining question, I
think at Allandale, lmt when they WCllt to
the ~1ines Department they were told
that orders had been given that the
informatioll was not to be affurded, because the Miuister had issued instructions that no illforruation was to be given
to any Member of Parliament unless the question affected his own district. Surelv that is
not right. If. for instance, I know of some
maladministration in the Lands Department
about Mildnra, in :Mr. Hees' electorate, would
it not be right for me to get the information
I wanted in regard to the matter? Surely
any information that affects the interests of'
the State should be given to any Member of
Parliament whoasks foritin t hepublic interest.
I hope this emlDargo will be removed. I beEeve the Government, although they have not
v
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.uelltioned itin the speech,intend to re-organize
the La.bour Bureau. If this can be done on
New Zealand lines, I feel sure great benefit
will result, not only to the unem.ployed,
but. also to the employers. J understand
that in New Zealand a register is kept of
-employers who want men, and also employes
who want work, and in that way
they are brought together, and great benefit
results, not only to the employers and
employes, but to the whole State. A New
Zealand agency has been started in Collinsstreet, where any information a man wants
.about New Zealand can be obtained from
Mr. Manson, the officer in charge. Mr. Rees
thought it was the duty of the G!lvernment
to open up foreign markets. He is a very
strong advocate of private enterprise, and yet
he favours the opening up of foreign markets
by the Government. If in his opinion private
-enterprise is so much better than Government enterprise, why does he want the Government to open up foreign markets?
The Hon. R. B. REES.- To create
facilities for private trade.
The HOIl. A. McLELLAN.-I am not
finding fault with t.he Government, or with
. the honorable member's proposal, but he
appears to be inconsistent in objecting to
Government interference with private enterprise, and yet adl'ocating it at the same
time. The honorable member spoke about
pork and veal and poultry being sold in a
hole·and-corner fashion at auction sales held
in the city, and about the very low prices
{)btained by the consignor. Possibly I know
just R!:l mnch about some of these auction
rooms and sales as Mr. Rees, because I haye
been in them scores of times. I know the
auctioneers connected with them, and with
possibly some exceptions-we know that those
who were connected with the butter business
a year or two ago were perhaps not very
reputable men-there are just as reputable
men amongst them as amongst the farmers.
The HOll. R. B. HEEs.-Hear, hear. I
<lid not say anything against their reputations.
The HOIl. A. :McLELLAN.-The honorable member said the business was conducted
in a hole-and-corner. fashion.
The HOll. H. B. HEES.-Fol' want of
facilities.
The Hon. A. ::\lcLELLAN.-In many
instances the fault lies not with the auctioneer or the market, hut with the consignors themselves. No matter what instructions they get as to the cOllsignment of
produce, they do not do it in the proper
way. They kill calves or pigs at night, and
before the carcasses are properly cold put
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them into bags and bundle them off to the
station, so that they are all sweated inside
before they reach the market. rrhen, of
course, the auctioneers or butchers a.re
blamed. The hutchers will be accused of
putting their heads together and not giving
as high a price as they ought to.
The Hon. R. B. HEEs.-Then they dn put
their heads together 1
The HOll. A. McLELLAN.-The honorable member is, or rather he thinks he is, an
authority on every subject under the su.n .
I consider a great number of these measures
to be socialistic measures. This Government,
who went in to put down Socialism, are
carrying out more socialistie measures
than ever. I am not finding fault with
them for that, but I do find fault with them
for their inconsistency. During last session
we passed a Pure Food Act and a Milk
Supervision Act, and the very fact that those
measures were required shows the failure of
unrestricted private enterprise, for I consider
those are socialistic measures. Then we had
the Water Bill, and now we find the Minister
of Water Su.pply going round the country and
boaBtiLlg that he has natiollalized the water
supply and all the rivers in the country.
Yet he finds fault with me, or with men with
wbom I associate, for wantin~ to carry
further the principle of nationalization. He
says it is a ~'ood thing tq, nationalize water,
but not other things. If the Government
believe in private enterprise why do they
step in and construct vast irrigation works?
Why do not they let private enterprise have a
show if these things can be carried on better
by private enterprise, and if they are such
strong believers in it? During the Barwon
election campaign Mr. Swinburne said at
Newtown, according to the Arg'us:One important measure that they intended to
bring forward was the Small Holdings Bill, under
which it was intended to ~pend £75,000 for providing desening settlers without means with la.nd
a.nd stock; but, although these strenuous efforts
were made to bring forward progressive measures,
dissa.tisfaction was shown by their political opponents. The position was one of the most peculiar
which had occurred in the political history of the
country. The Government tried to ameliorate the
condition of the people without Socialism. The
Labour Party aimed a.t the sa.me goa.l with
I::iocialism.

During the Glenelg election ca.mpaign the
same honorable gentleman, according tv the
Casterton News, made the follo\ving statement:If he had his way he. would settle every man
willing to work on the land, a.s he said at Kew ~
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and give him a cow, a house, the land on which it
stood, and the necessary implements of husbandry
to work the land.
A Voice. -" Is that lIot :::iocia.lism " ?
Mr. Sv..'illburne, resuming.-" I am a Socialist,
but not &11 extreme Socialist. "

In one instance the honorable gentleman
said the Government intendod to carry 011
without Socialism, thus indicating or implying that he was not a, Socialist, while ill the
other instance he said "1 am a Socialist." It
seems to me that he hardly knows where he
is. I would not have hl.k~n so much notice
of this had the statements been made by
some one else, but Mr. Swiuburne is a
man I respect very highly-a Illall that
generally knows what he is talking about.
1 bring the matter up her~ because I, in
compauy with nlany of my friends, am continually being charged with being opposed to
marriage and religion, and with being dishonest. .M1'. Swin hurne further stated at
Newtown-Then the main plank in the platform was land
t&xation. 'l'wo taxes were propllse<l-a State tax,
with :£500 exemption, and a Federal tax, with
£5,000 exemption.
The State tax was 3(1. in
the £ I, alld the Federal tax, :3d. to 1s. :3d. in
the £1.

'1'hen he added.A more dishonest proposal ne\'er emanat.ed from
the mind of man.

The honomhle gentleman's Htatement might
be correct if the people of wItOLil he was
speakiH.~ ever advocated such a thing, hut
he ought to know, if he does not, that his
statement was not correct, and that we have
not ad vacated the tax to the extent tlHtt
he stated. He said the tax began at 3d. in
the £ 1, whereas, as a matter of fact, the tax
the Labour Party have ueen advocating begins
at !d. or ~d. Yet he tried to make the
people beli~ve it started at 3d. It is also
a common thing for the Labour Party to be
charged with being confiscators.
During
the Glenelg election campaign I attended a
meeting at COlldah. about :3 o'clock one
afternoon, addressed by Mr. GaUllson and
Mr. "'~att. Mr. \Vatt argued that Socialism
meant confiscation. and quoted Enropean
writers to prove it. He said that as the
Labour Party here were Socialists they must
therefore be confiscator:;;. "Then the time
for questions came the chairman allowed me
to ask a quest.ion, although I was not an
elector of Glenelg. I then asked Mr. Watt
-" Do you think there is Olle meillhel' of
the Stn,te Parliamentary Labour Party in
favour of taking away anything from any
man without adequat.e material compensation 1"
That was Mr. 'Yatt's definition of
H on . .A. McLellan.

confiscation. . In reply, Mr. 'Vatt spoke for
some minutes on the same lines as he had
followed in his speech, trying to show that
Socialism necessarily meant confiscation.
\'" hen he sat down I asked him to say yes
or no to the q nestion. He then said "No,
he did not think there was." That is the
kind of thillg we have to put. up with. He
had been trying for several minuteR to prove
that the Labour Party were confiscators, yet
when the question was put to him straight,
and he could not get away from it, he had to
aIlS weI' that. he did not think one member @f
the State Parliamentary Labour Party was
in favour of confiscation as he defined it.
As the hOl1r is late I desire tb move the
adjournment of the debate, on the uuderstanding that I shall be allowed to resume
my speech for a brief period ou the next (lay
of meeting.
The PHESIDE~T.-Tt is quite competent
for the honorable member, while speaking, to
move the adjournment of the debate. If
tLat motion is carried t he honorable member
wiIi have the right to rCHurue the dehate.
On the motion of the Hon. A. McLELLAX,
the debate waH adjourned uutil the following
Tuesday.
ADJOUHN::\JENT .
The

HOll.

J. M. DAVIES moved-

That the House, at its rising, adjourn until
Tuesday next, at half-pa:st four o'clock.

He said it would be necessary f~r the Honse
to llleet on '1'nesday next to pass a Supply
Bill, but he was willing to t:l.10Ve the adjournment of the Honse until to-morrow or Tuesday next, whichevCl' was agreeable to honorable members.
The motion was agreed to.
The HotH;(' adjourned at a quarter-past ten
o'clock, until half-past four o'clock OIl Tuesday, July 10.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, Jul;lj 3, 1900.
'1'he SPIUKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
TRA WOOL STORAGE BASIX.
GRAHA}I asked the Premier (ill the
absence of the Minister of "Vater Supply) if,
in view of the statements appearing in the
daily press relative to the construction of the
T1'awool storage basin on the Uoulbum by a
~rr.

of Parliament.

Opening and Prorogation
private syndicate, he w()uld, before glvlllg
any encouragement to such proposal, consider
the advisability of constructing this reservoir
as a national work, so as not to give allY
vested rights whieh might prove detrimental
to the best interests of the people of N orthern Victoria 1 He said he would like to inform the Minister that this was no Hew
questi01}' r~'he Railways Standing Committee
recommended some years a~o that a channel
be extended from the Gonlbul'll Weir towards
the Mallee, and also recommended tbis particular st0rage basin at rrra wool. He had
seen it stated in the newspapers that a private syndicate WIlS prepared to make the
storage basin with the object of generating
electric power, and he thought it was time to
look after the interests of the people in the
Gonlburu. If there was allY advantage to
be gained by the scheme the Government
should get it, and the work should be a
national O1le.
Mr. BENT.-I should answer this question
in one word, but I have to inform the honorable member that mycol1eague, the Minister of
Water Supply, kuows all about this scheme,
and he has been to inspect the locality. The
matter was brought before me a.bout six
weeks or two months ago, after I had been at
Talbot.
It is the intention of my colleague
to look very carefully into the proposal and
not to do anything without very serious
oonsideration.

MINES DEPARTMENT.
LAW

RELATI~G

To a.sk the Premier if he will take the necessary
steps to secure suiu~ble provision in the Legislative
Council chamber for the accommodation of members
of the Legislative Assembly, when at the opening
a.nd prorogation of Parliament His Excellency the
Governor desires the immediate attendance of this
House ill the chamber of the Legislative Council,

HOYALTy-COMPANIES

Mr. McGRATH asked the :Mini&ter of
if, in view of the Court deci::;ion in the
Duke of Wellington royalty case, it was the
intention of the Minister to amend t.he law
relating to royalty; if so, in what direction 1
Mr. McLEOD.-It has already been intimated in the Premier's pre-sessiollal speech
and in the Governor's speech that it is
intended to deal with the law relating to
royalty. 'I'he direction of the proposed
amendments will be disclosed in the Bill.
:Mr. McGRATH asked the Miuister of
Mines if he would furnish the names of the
companies working under the money covenants 1
Mr. McLEOD.-They are as follows:~fines

LEASES ISSUED nr WHICH THE MOXEY COVI.>NANTS
HAVE DKEX INSER'fED.

District.

Castlemaine

No. of
Lease

5771
580'2

ACCOMMODATION FOR ASSEMBJ,Y ME)IBEHS

IN 'rIlE COUNCIL CHAMBER.

'1'0

UNDER ~10NEY COVENANTSMESSRS. AGAR 'VYNNE
AXD
PEARCE'S
L]~ASES-S(jBLE1'TING BY 'mE SPEEDWELL
PROPRIETARy-ApPLICATIONS FOR LEASES
PENDlNG-B';:'fHAXGA GOLD MINING COMPANY'S LEASES.
WORKING

OPENING AND PROHOGATION OF
P AHLIAME~rr.

The SPEAKER drew attention to the following notice of qnestion standing ill the
name of Mr. Outtrim : -
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Maryborough
Bendigo

4S52
7860

Lessee.

Great Berry Consolidated l~. M.
Co. 1\.L.
William Wheeler,
"tran~ferred to
the Victorian
Options Limited."
D. R. Adalil ...
West
Bendigo
Goldfields
Compa.ny No
Lia.bility.

Date.

5.3.06.
22.11.05.

19.306.

19.2.05.

As the returns for the half·year ended
30th June have not; been furnished, the Department is 1I0t in a position to say whether
the lessees are working. A number of leases
and said - Before calling on the honor- are about to issue under these conditions.
:Mr. McGHArrH asked the Minister of
able menlber for Maryborough, I may say
that I recognised that the matter con- Mines if it was his intention to amend the
tained in the question was one between the law so as to prohibit holders of Crown lands
two Houses, and I took it upon myself to sec under miners' rights from charging royalty?
Mr. McLEOD.-The answer to this questhe President in connexion WIth it. I can
assure the honorable member that before tion is the same as I have gi ven to a previous
the prorogation of this Parliament takes question put by the honorable membor.
Mr. McGRATH a~ked the Minist.er of
place, satisfacto"yarrangements will be made
to carry out what the honorable member Mines if he would inform the I-louse why
:Messrs. Agar 'Vyllue and Pearce ,vere perdesires.
mitted to transfer leases to the \Voah Hawp
Mr. OliTTHlM.-1'hank you, Mr. Speaker.
SelSsion 1906.-[3J
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(Felmmry, 1!.LH"»), and afterward:::; (August, \Ve find that, although the actual surplus is
1905) permitte(l tn lSulllet to the "-oah under £300,000, there is a surplus of about
IIawp Xo. 2?
£700,000 this year, which means that pnblic
Mr. McLEO)).-Xo objection was offered works havc not been carried ont to the extent
by anyone to the transfer, which went they shollid have been to provide employthrough ill the ordinary way, nor was the ment for the people. The returns fro01 the
Departmellt a\\'llre of any objection. They land are large, and from the rail ways are \'ery
woro permittod to 811 hlet after the proposed large, in con seq nence of t he carriage of extra
snblea:5es had beell ~mhillitted to and greatly material. Business appears to be on the up
amended as reqllired hy the Department, grade, and yet we have a. large number of Ulland the terms were fair and reasonltule.
employed. I am sorry to have to admit this.
l\[r. :\[cGltATH asked the i\linister of I think the Premier will admit that,
Mine:::; if he wonl<l inform t.he Honse why the whert men were invited to go to the
~peed\\'ell Proprietary (September, 1905) Labour Bureau on :Monday morning to take
was permitted to sublet to the N orth "~oah up the work generously ofiered, a large
Hawp amI the Lla,nherris No.2?
number turned up, and, in fact, many
Mr. i\lcLEOD.-There is a mistake in the more than employmen·. could be found for.
questioll; it wa:::; the North Normanby. rrhe I wish to give the Premier credit for what
subleases wel'l' amended as required by the hc has done and i:::; trying to do in this
'rhat was the position at the
Department, amI the terms were considered respect.
fail' and reasonable ill view of the value of Labour Bureau yesterday mOl'nillg, and there
was no chance of registering the whole of
the machinery and the work done.
I regret this state of thing~,
.Mr. ~[cGHATH asked the ~Iinister of the men.
Milles if Ill' woul<l inform the House as to especially as it occurs 011 top of a very
ho\\' many applieatiom; for le:u~es had been good seaSOll, of a vast sllrplus, awl Oil
top of the prospect of another ~ood
pelldillg for more than t\\'~lve months ~
~[r. McLEOO.-Olle hundred.
That is season. It OCCllrs, too, at :it peri0d when
the number, I think, dealing with private there does seem to be a revival of prosperity
property.
.
Hegret has hecn expressed for some time pasl
~Ir. ~'IcU nA.TII asked the Minister of at the departure of people from this
Mill(,S if he wonhl lay 011 the table of the State, and (i)lle would think that tho:5e whe
)Iollse the papers relating to the Bethanga. remained here would be found employment.
1'he fact that there are men out of work
(~old Minillg' Company's leases 1
~lt·. McLEOD.-I have no objection to la'y causesoneto reflectoll the largesllrplus, agreat
the papers on the Library table. At present proportion of \Vhichs~lOuld have been devoted to
they are l'l'(}llired in the Depa.rtment for a permanent public wurks. Then,again, ill cit:::;e:::;
short time to tl.scertaill whether the pur- ",bere employment has been given, forinstance,
chasers are cOlllplying with certain conditions. at the 'Varnnga works, prices have been utterly
If the honorable mcmher wishes to see them. inadequate to provide wages for the worker:::;.
hefore that time elapses he can see them in The Minister of Water Supply made an
endeavour to properly regulate these prices,
the Depal'tmell t.
and his iuq uiries led him to increase them
~Ir. :\1<;(: tUTII.-It i:::; not in my electorate,
aa:~· per cent., so that where 8d. was the
you know.
original price for the removal' of earth he
in~reased it to Is.
Thi:::; shows that the
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY TO THE
officers
who
fixed
the
prices were not ca.pnOVEltXOR'S SPEECH.
able of estimating the value of the work.
SECOXI> NIGlI'!"::; DEBATE.
As 1 was coming to the Honse today a man
rrlw debate (a.djourned from \Vednesclay, told me who left the work that the priceH
,Tuno 2i) on )11'. Uamphell's motion for the offered were not sufficient to enable a man to
adoption of an Address-in-Reply to the Go- eam a reasollable wage. My party do not
vernor's speeeh, was resumed.
want any man to receive more than he
1\[r. P(tENDEIUJAST.-Any one address- earns, and they do 110t want unsuitable
ing himself to this lluestioll must feel gratified men to be employed. Even with our vast
at the position of the finances of this State, prosperity, we are not providing work for
and it mllst be gratifying that a. large amollnt men to earn a wage that will enable them to
of money in the '1'reasurer's hands has been live decently, while we are able to make a
devoted 'to paying ofi' some of the accumu- reputation for a political party. This matter
lated deficits of the last eight or nine years. deserves our serious consideration. I t is
There docs tlecm to be one cause for regret. evident that a number of men are receiving

The Governor's Speech:
less than they should, and that a number of
men are unemployed. Although a large Humber of the unemployed have been put on to
work, there are some people who are starving.
and have to go for assistance, some to the
Government and some to private institutions
about Melbourne.
Mr. BorD.-Did yon say that paying off
our debt is making a reputation for a
political party?
Mr. PRENDERGAS'1\-We are neglecting to pay our debts in their entirety when
people are starving. I approve of the direction in which the snrplus has gone instead of
another direction which would induce sup·
port for· t!le Government in the House.
Still a great proportion of the money should
have been devoted to relieving the necessities of the people. As to the other items
in connexion with finance, I shall not deal
with them now, because we shall have to
wait for the Auditor-General's report and the
financial statement of tbe Treasllrer. I
hope to have something to say 011 the
question of policy ~nd the action of
the Ministry during the recess.
The
loan of £1,513,200, floated ill Victoria
two or three months ago by the Ministry, was
the conclusion of the transaction that was
initiated two and a half years before by Mr.
Irvine p.nd the late "Mr. Shiels. We were
then supposed to have floated the loan of
£5,000,uOO. At that time there was over
£2,000,000 nnfloated, and it was floated in
the shape of Treasury bouds, which were
given a currency which was against the intention of the Act. They could legally have
only two years'currency. but they were given a
three years' currency. The portion of the loan
floated in Treasury. bonds came n p to be refloated. and of £2,254,800 the sum of
£1,513,200 was not taken up, and it was
that amonnt that the Treasurer floa.ted on
the local market the other day. ] t canllot
be said that flllY great acnmen was dtsplayed,
that any success attended the efforts of those
who floated it. It is clear that the loan was
offered in three forms, namely- (1) deben·
tures with a ten years' currency, (2) debentures with a ten years' currency and one
year's notice of redemption, and (3) the
flotation in stock. Only £13,740 was floated
in stock; £285,880 was allotted with a ten
years' currency and a year's notice to be given
of redemption; and £ I ,249,000 was allotted
with the very shortest possible curreney,
to be redeemed on presentation at the lapse
of ten years. At the end of ten years nearly
one quarter of the loan supposed to have been
floated three years ago will come up for
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consideration again. That is to be placed in the
same position as the balance of the loan floated
ill the shape of stock. The assistance of
Government money had to be given to Blake
it R. success. '1'he alllollut tendered for was
£2,104,000.
The brokers and the public
tendered for not more than £1,254,000.
Mr. \V ATT.-Are you trying to improve
our credit 7
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I have to tell the
truth.
Mr. "\VATT.-More dead fish.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - The Savings
Bank tendered lor £500,000, Adelaide and
Sydney tendered for £250,000. That means
that £2,104,000 was tendered for, that
£1,513,200 was wanted, and that nearly
£1,555,000 was floated to get that money, of
which the brokers and the public tendered for
only £1,254,000.
Mr. BOYD.-The other side of the argu·
ment is that the Savillgs Bank should not
apply for investments in Government securities.
Mr. PRENDEHGAST.-The other side is
that we owe the Savings Bank a Jarge
amount of money, and that it should be
transferred instead of U::;illg it to make a
Government loan a success.
Mr. BE~'J'. - How much do the Savings
Banks give? Not ellollgh to lJuy a quid all
round.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'.-If there had not
been more than a few pounds from the
Sa.vings Bank the loan would not have beer..
Roated.
The Goverument had to take
Government money from South Australia
and New South "\iV-flIes, mOlley which was
merely advanced in order to make a credit
for Victoria, so that they might benefit by it
in future. '1'he Government of Victoria took
that money, which was not put in for the
purpose of making the loan a Sllccess, but for·'
the purpose of insuring a market for those
States in the future when they have loall~ to
float. But 1 do not want to deal with that
matter any more, except to say that the
Au~tralia" Insurance and RanllinfJ Record
makes one remark with reg9rd to the loan.
A loan has never been floated under circumstancessimilarto the manner in which this loan
has been dragged out; indeed; it will be a few
more years yet before tht: transaction will be
completed, if we judge by appearances.
I would here remark that tl~is Government
came in to put the finances right and to make
the position of the State strong' ill the London
motley market. '1'he whole result of the
matter is that they did Hot strengthen us in
the money market. The money lender,
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whether in London or Melbourne, has no
more l'l'garcl for them than for any other
vcople who have securities to offer. 'rhe fact
that a Conscrvative Uovernment was in power
was of no more benefit than if a Labour
Uovcrnrncnt had Lecn in power.
Mr. BEx'L'.-Why don't you say "progre~sive Liberal "?
Mr. PHKNDERGAST.-I know what the
·hollorable gelltleman calls himself. The
position reminds me very much of the tale
about King tieorge and the battle of \Yaterloo.
He askf'd, "'Vas I not there ?" and the answer ,,'as, "I think I have heard your Majesty
say so." I thillk the same thing can be said
of the honorable gentleman now at the head
·of the Government as to his being a progressive Liheral. III reply one can say, "I
Iw.\'e heard him say so." The quotation from
the paper I have mentioned, in the is~me of
20th February, 1gOo, is as follows : The important fact remains, howe\'er, that,
without counting the sm'eral months spent ill
negotiations, thc cOllYersion of the £5,000,000 will
by July 1 uC'xt IHwc taken two cmu a half years
to accompli:;h.

That is the case with the ::\Tinistry which
came ill to right onr finances, who claimed
that such waH their intcntiOll, and who
unjustly played hasoe with the men in the
H.ailway 1>epartment. ..:\ t-5orry case it is to
sec that, ill cOllllexioll with the .£5,000,000
loan, the ollly I hillg that they ever Hpread
themselves (lilt to do, and a thin~ they advertised at both ellds of the world, wat-5 that it
was not supcessful1v floated, and that the Governmcnt l'ollid IH;t fiJld any party to trnst
them with money in order to carry it Oil.
Mr.lloyn.-'l'hey were afraitl of your crowd.
Mr. W A'I'T.- Your people said we could not
mise mOIll'" locally at all.
Mr. Pltl~XDEltGAST.-I ha\'e clolle wit h
that matter. I wonld say, however, of the
honorable l1lember who has just illtel'jected,
that when he speaks in the debate he will b8
able to say enongh on that snbject. Indeed,
he has enough to say "'hen sitting ill the
corner nmI not 011 his feet. 1 wish to make
clear what ullr attitllde is to the Government s() far as this (the Opposition)
side of the Honse, is cOllcerned. 'Ve listened
in silenal' wh.ilst those who were moving
and seconding the Address.in-Heply were
speaking. 'l'here is a eertaiu code of honour
or rule of this 1I0nse, which requires
that we shonld listen silently to them. I
listenecl to those two honorable member:.;.
and, although they did not say aUj'thing
very fresh, they said it in a reasollable
manner, so that one conld understand it.
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"Vith regard to the action of the Labour
Pl:trty in the country in connexion with the
two recent elections, and in regard to other
matters in cOl1nexion wit.h the affairs of this
t)tate, where the Opposition have opposed the
Govel'llment in this Honse, 1 would point out
that whatever line of opp08il iOll has been taken
up has been a definite one, and that there
have been clearly cut principles at issue. We
have first found out what we wanted, and we
knew how to proceed to get it. We have
been fighting all along the line to obtain
certain things, and when we induced any
other party to take it up, even t hough not
permitted to take it up ourselves, those in
power, who have sought to pass the desired
ll~gislation, have received the most generous
support from us for the purpose of putting the proposals ill which we believed
on the statute-book. I think the Premier
will admit that.
The hOlloralDle gentleman will admit that as far as the pure food
legislation, the dairy snpervision legislation, the amendments of the land laws,
and the water legislation were concerned,
the Opposition gave them every support,
while a number of gentlemen from whom the
Premier might have expected support, fought
against some of these measures ill season and
out of season. A number of the Government supporters proclaimed by their actions,
if not by their words, t.hat they would exclude
some of these memmres from the statlltebook, but during all that time the Opposition side of the House gave the Government
solid snpP()l't, and helped the Premier in the
subjects he had taken up, and particularly
in connexion with providing water for the
use of the prodncers of this country.
~Ir. BOYD.- \Vhy did.you not say that at
Barwon ami Glellelg ?
Mr. W ARIlE.-Head the Coal Commission's
report .
.Mr. BOYD.-I have reau it.
Mr. PRE~ DEB,GA~T.-J)lIrjllg what I
have to say now, I wiHh to speak clearly in
regard to two or three questions of policy
which are hefore the coulltry at the present
time. If the Ministry see their way to
adopt some of the proposals which will be
put forward
by those on this (the
Upposition)
side of the
Honse, and
which are inclnded in the only political
platform before the country todcty, they will
find that the attitude of honora.ble members
on this (the Opposition) side of the House, is
not one of anxiety t.o Ollst them from otlice
in order to obtain seats on the Treasury
bench themselves, but rather an anxiety to
help the Ministry to pass legislation for the
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purpose of benefiting the whole of the
Mr. 'VA'l'l'.- \tVho submitted them 1
people of this country. Probably the most
Mr. PRENDERGAS'r.-I saw Mr. Seddon
important question tha,t we have to deal with and got the questions submitted to him.
in this regard is that of land settlementMr. ,V.A.T'l'.-h all depends how you brief
the promotion of land settlemen t, and dealing counsel.
with suggested amendments in connexion
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I regret the
with our closer settlement policy. Another death of Mr. Seddon, but 1 have documentary
one is the question of getting a lalld tax, so evidence to submit, as well as the evidence
as 110t to place more taxation on the shoulders of his private secretary at the period.
~f the f>.trmers, but rather to distribute
Mr. BOYD.-vVha,t paper are you quoting 1
taxation more equitably than it is distributed Is it the Tocsin?
at the present time, so as not to put on fresh
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I am quoting
taxation, but rather to reduce tbe taxation from the original matter. Mr. Swinburne had
of those who are unfairly taxed to-day-the been to New Zealand, and claimed to be able
primary prodllcers of this country.
to jndge of the New Zealand land Jaws from
Mr. BOYD.- \t"hat, tax would yon reduce?
what he had seen on the spot, especially with
Mr. PHENDERGAST.-·-I will come to regard to the 999 years' term of leasehold.
that in good time. There are a number of
~r. Swinburne said-He had recently been to
questions. such as those in connexion with the New Zealand, and had studied and judged of their
proposed land taxation, the proposition for land laws on the spot, especially with regard to the
compulsory purchase to be introduced into 999 years' leases which were entirely exempted
the operation of a land tax.
our closer settlement policy, the question from
Mr. Seddon said-I do not cILre by whom the
of manhood sufI'mge, and of complete man- statement is made, bnt to say that the leases in
hood suffrage leadiug up to adult suffrage, perpetuity are exempt from the land tax is incorand a number of other important questions to rect. Of course, they are liable to the land tax !
And there are some which will, in the course of
which 1 propose to refer. I will speak first time
as values increase, be called upon to pay the
with regard to the question of la.nd settle- same. The fallacy about the exemption of perment. When the Glenelg electi<!>n was being petualleases from the la.nd tax arose in this way:
fought, we found that we could not make A return was called for, asking as to the number
leaseholds in perpetuity paying the tax, and the
known through the medium of the press all of
return was nil. From I hat it has been erroneously
the arguments on this question to those whom inferred that they are not subject to the tax.
we desired should read them. Mr. Swinburne They are subject to the tax. You see, they a.re
made a long statemellt in regard to this ques- liable for taxation, so soon as they get beyond
the exemption stage. 'Ve give the len.<:seholder the
tion when he was at Castertoll, and his re- sa.me
exemption as the freeholder.
marks were fully reported and circulated
Mr. Swinburne said-In New Zealand the Crown
throughout the electorate. I propose to deal tenant pays no land tax, though in Victoria it is
as fnlly with t ha.t matter I his afternoon as the proposed by the Labour Party to put on a tax
notes I have made on the subject will permit after the first £500 of value.
Mr. Seddon said-The Crown's interests in New
me. The position in c01111exion with that Zealand are never taxed, and never were. Only the
matter was that Mr. Swinburne's remarks interests of the lessee are taxed.
Mr. Swinburne said-New Zealand is a long way
were made after a lengthy visit of some
three weeks or a month to New Zealand. behind us in social legislation.
Mr. Seddon said-Of course, a great deal depends
Two questions that have agitated the public on what you call social legislation ; but I have yet
mind here are the question with regard to to learn that, with respect to progressive measures,
the relati ve value of the leasehold tenure as Australia is before New Zealand.
Mr Swinburne said - How very little did Mr.
compared with the· freehold, and the question
McNeill know about the experiments in New Zeaof taxation, alo) to how far taxation could be made land,
where the Premier, Mr. Seddon, said he
equitable, and as to the direction in which it would have to reduce the leasehold period by 900
should be applied to land, promoting industry years. There never was a law which men could
on the one hand and preventing monopoly on not get over in some fashion, and so with the New
999 years' leases.
the other. I will quote the remarks of the Zea.land
Mr. Seddon said-The 999 years' leases were
honorable gentleman, section by section, as given 'as an expedient when the Cons~rvati\res in
they appear in the report 0f his speech. I the colony were not prepared to grant leases on
want to quote Mr. ~winb\1rne first, and then better terms. The last decision arrived at by the
New Zealand Pa.rliament was to strike off 909
quote what Mr. Seddon said with regald to years,
and agree to 90 years' leases.
those statements. Mr. ~\Vinburne's arguSpeaking as to the merits of leasehold and freements, as reported in the paper I hold in my hold, Mr. Seddon said-If you abolish the leasehand, were ~u bmitted to Mr, Seddon for con- hold principle you then only allow your Crown
to be taken' up by people of means. In New
sideration, and Mr. Seddon's reply will im- lands
Zealand we consider the Crown lands the heritage
mediately follow Mr. ~willbul'lle's statements. of the people, and tha.t therefore they should be
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open to all. The only chance the poor man has of
getting land is through the principle of leasehold.
In New Zealand we luwe leasehold, occupation
with right of purchase, alld right of purchase for
cash. '.r e make prodsion for all classes, and that
haR heen the law since lHU2.
Mr. ~winhurne said-There were as lllany men
in the New Zealand Parliament in fa\"our of the
freehold title as those who supportell the lease in
perpetuity as it might be ternlell.
Mr. Selldon said-'We are evenly divided-not,
however, as against freehold. There is not 011e member of the New Zealand Parliament opposed to
lea.sehold. The leader of the Opposition fa\'olU"s
leasehold, but he and his party want to give every
leaseholder the right to acquire the freehold-to
glve him the right to acquire it ill the first place as
lea.sehold with the right to purchase suhsequently.
Ml" Swinhurne said-The whole of the increment in the land, if clme to a rising centre, went
to the lessee.
Mr. ~eddon said-Tha.t is erroneous. At the
present time there is an unearned illl:rement on
New Zealand lands amounting to £1,000,000, all of
which belongs to the whole of the people.
:\11'. Swinburne sa.id-New Zealand people dearly
repented enacting that measure, and were from the
experience of its wOl'king seriously thinking of
repealing or amending it to meet the evils that
had grown up undpr it.
Mr. Seddon said-A statement of tha.t kind made
in New Zealand would be considered absurd, I\.ml
would be ridiculcd.
Mr. Swinbul"lle said -The blocks were allotted
by ballot. There might he as many as f,OO applicants for 50 blocks, but the 50 successful men got
them, and all the unearned inC! ement weut into
their pockets.
~Ir. Setldoll eaid-'l'hat is a statement made hy
some one who does not understand the land laws
of New Zealand.
Mr. ::-iwinhurne said-The New Zealand people
had foullll out now, and recognil:ied that it was an
infamous lllw.
Mr. 8el}l}on said-The answer to that is that it
is still \'t·ry popnlar, alltl is in fayour on both sides
of the Honse.
Mr. Swinblll"uc said-In Ellendale, in the south
of New Zealallll, the C;overnlllcnt cut up au estate
a few years ago, aud before the eml of six years
lanll went up immensely. and those leaseholU
blocks were sold at £1,000 profit by the lessees.
The sallie occurred at The Hut, near 'V ellington.
A propcrt.y was pnrchased by the (;OYerllment, and,
cut up into 30 or 40 hlocks of ;i acres each.
These were soM for £100, and they rose ill yalue
to £:lOO and £400, hut the municipal rates became
80 heavy the blocks could not be utilized, and they
asked to IJe allowed to suhdiyide them.
The
Governmcnt would' not allow the subdiyision, as
block-owners would get all the increment.
Mr. Selldon said-\Vith respect to Edendale, I
may sa.y it is only two or tlm~e years since that
18Jld was acquired by the State. Undoubtedly the
farmers secured good hargains, hut to say that
they have sold out at the prices mentioned-well,
it ill! " romancing." As regards Epuni settlements
-The Hut-the Government bought at £90 an
acre. To-day the laud is worth £'lOU an acre-but
it belongs to the State. The lessee would he payin~ ou ;1: I 00 an acre, and of course has the ad vantage of a low rental 011 the capital value of the land.
The rates got very high owing to The Hut becoming practically a suburb of Wellington, and last
.Mr. I'rendervasf.
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session we pa.ssed an Act allowing tenants if they
thought fit to surrender to thc Sta.te such of the
land they did not Ilesire to retain; but the unearned increment goes to the State, and ncw
tenants have to pay on the increased value.
Mr. ::-iwinburne said-The law was sure to be
repealed in connexion with the system.
Mr. Seallon sa.id-At the present time the Opposition support the existing law. There is a majority
in favour of improving the leasing system as applied to the land, hut there is no man in the .K ew
L';ealana Padiamcut, as I said before, opposetl to
leasehola. It is only a question of degree as to
the right to acquire the freehold after the hlllds
ha,-e been leased. That is really the only difference between the two parties to-day.

That is a portion of .Mr. Seddon's sta.tement.
Here is another portion. These questions
were put to Mr. Seddon, and I give you his
answersAre the farmers of New Zealand favorahle to
the present land tax, amI how does it suit them?
Mr. SeddoD.-Genemlly the farmers prefer the
la.nd tax to the property tax, which was regardecl
as a tax on thrift. Very few indeed of the small
farmers pay land tax at all, the £500 exemption
being in their fayour.
'Vhat is the general effect of your lantl tax?
Mr. Seddoll.-The effect of the land tax ha.s been
for good. It has come to stay, all/I there is a
ieneral feeling, should necessity demand it, for an
increase in the graduated laud h~x.
Is compulsory purchase cssential to closer settlement? If BO, please state why'!
Mr. Seddon.-\Ve have found in Xew ZealalHl
that the compUlsory purchase of land for closer
settlement is essential. The owners wunlll not
sell voluntarily, t'xcept at high prices. By an impartial court a fail' value is al'l'in'd at, closer settlement is promoted, increased pl'ollucts from the
land are insured, and there IS the general collateral ad vantage of securing increased population
and geneml prosperity.

1 have just quoted the whole of his remarks.
together.
Mr. W ATT.-I could have asked him some
nice qum;tiolls.
Mr. PHENDERGAST.-Mr. Swinlmrne)s
speech delivered up then) had a great effect
ill bringing votes to the Uovemment on that
occasion. If the honorable gentleman has
been correctly reported, eyery statement he
made has been cOlltradicted l)y tile (,nly man
who has been here since who has the requisite
information to speak authoritatively on the
subject - by d18 father of that legislation,
and the man who is fully able to deal with
the question of land settlement in ::\ew .zealand.
Mr. "\V AT'!'. - All your statements were
blown into space.
Mr. BOYD.-'l'hat did not win votes. The
electors got scared \\' hen they sa. w you.
Mr. PH.ENDEH.GAST.-Fortunate]y, we
were given the chance to nail down such
statements as these, so as to prevent theirbeing made use of a.t the next general elec-
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tions, and to prevent the honorable gentleman
from romancing as he romanced in order to
get hold of the Glenelg electors. Onr proposal embraces a land tax-a tax which will
do away with the present illiquitic8 of land
taxation. The present system is one which I
do not think anybody will defend, which no
one agrees wit.h, when looking at it in the
light of events and seeing how it is collected.
I do not think it is fI, tax which touches the
wealthie~t people.
It is simply a tax upon
-certain areas a.nd certaiu va.lnes. If a man
ha.s 639 acres of land worth a vast sum, it is
not subject to taxation, because it is not 640
.acres ill area, and while a. man may have land
worth £2,499, he is not subject to taxation,
no matter what the area may be, as heis only
subject to taxation if it is over £2,500 in value.
The iniquity of that form of taxation should
be apparent to anybody. The vast wea.lth
~f city property escapes entirely from taxation because it does not come under both those
.definitiolls as supplied by the original Act.
It is under 640 acres in extent and under
£2,500 in value combiHed. We know th:'!"
there are not many properties about this ciliY
of 640 acre~ ill extent Jf a city property was
worth one hundred millions of money, to go
to that extra vagant extent, or say any single
mail's property was worth a million, as some
-()f the city properties are--one especially in
the city of Melbourne-there is not Olle penny
{)f taxation comes upon it, while the man who
has 640 acres alld over in extent, and over
£2,500 in value in the country districts, is
suhject to ta.xation upon the sheep carrying capacity of the land in certain degrees.another anomaloas method of tnxa.tion.
Sir ~AMt.;EL GI LLOTT.- You forget that
t.lle city land yon are doscribing pays 5 per
(!cnt. income tax.
Mr. PREKDERGAST.-I know that, but
the man who has got land in the country districts oyer this val ue, and over 640 acres in
-extent, pays the land tax, and also the income
tax. He pays the two. Under our proposition, and under the system in New Zealand,
there would be no other taxation placed upon
any land upon which the land ta.x ha.d been paid,
{)r was being paid. That is the case in New
Zealand, and it is proposed to follow exactly
in the footsteps of New Zealand in the taxation of la.nd values here, so that if a man had
a large income from his land, he would have
,his improvements exempt, and under a proposition such as I suggest of .£500 exemption,
he would not only have his improvements
~xempt, but he would also have £500 out of
the capital value of his Jand exempt from
taxation.
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Mr. \V.-\'l'T.-\Vhy do you exempt that?
Mr. P REN DERGAST.-I will deal with
that later. The question has been argued
and will be argued aga.ill. It i~ a matter for
the honorable member's own conscience how
he will vote on it. The taxation we propose
is cl.8 it is ill New Zealand-1d. in the
.£1 on the capital value. after an exemption of £500 in addition to the exemption of
the improvements. From .£500 to £1,500
capital value the tax is 1d. in the £1
with £500 exemj.>tion.
From £1,500 to
£2,500 it is 1d. in the .£ I, but with a
drop in the exemption. For every £2 increase in value, £ L of the exempti()1l is
dropped. 'rhus on nn estate of the capital
value of £ 1,502 there would be only £499
exemption allowed, so
that
by the
time a c9.pital va1ue of £~,500 was
reached, the £500 exemption would be
dropped. Thus - at £2,50U in value there is
no exemption. The tax, thEm, from .£:.:",500
to £5,000 is 1d. in the £ 1 with no exemption.
'l'hen from £f5,000 commences the graduated
tax of one-sixteenth of a penny. The tax is
then increased by one-sixteenth of a ptll1Dy
for varying amounts. Thus from £5,lJOO to
£7,500 in value would bear a tax of one and
one-sixteenth penny, and so going on by sixteenths, increasing in sections of £2,500,
£5,0.,0, and £10,000, until the capital value
reaches .£210,000, when the taxation is 4d.
in the £ I. This tax of 4d. in the £ 1 has
been in operation now for three or four years
in New Zealand. It was 3d. before that.
HOllorable members will have observed what
the late Mr. Seddon said about it, that the
tax had not been breaking up the big estates
fast enough, and there would be an attempt
made in New Zealand to increase the gradua.·
tion, so as to send the tax up to 6d. in the
£10n a capital vaJl1e of £210,000.
Mr. WATT.-That is half the annual value
011 the 5 per cent. basis.
:Mr. PH.ENDERGAST.-At any rate the
tax is 4d. in the £1 now, which is one-third
of the annnal value according to the honorable member's calculation, and the farmers
are the biggest supporters the Seddon Government have. They are the backbone of the
Seddon Government. As the late honorable
gentleman said, very few of them paid the tax.
Mr. tVATT.-Is that why they are behind
it?
Mr. PRENDEHGAST. - Out of from
120,000 to 125,000 lando-holders in New
Zealand between 95,000 and 100,000 are
exempt from taxation.
Mr. VVATT.-That is right; tax the other
fellow.

The GoVe1'1Z01"s Speech:

rASSEMBLY·l

:Mr. pnE~DERGAST. - Yes; tax the
monopolist. 'l'ax: the man who prevents the
advance of settlement.
Mr. W A'IYl'.-'i'ax everyone of them.
Mr. PRI~NDEHGAST.-Every one of the
monopolist:.; wo will tax. \Ve will make no
distinction whatever. We will offer consideration to the farmer, to the primary
producer, and we will make his tax
small, becaust; he can afford to pay a
little.
rl'hen, in addition to those who
will be exempt, we will say to another large
number of peol)le in this coulltry.-" You
are living upon the bread and Lutter limit.
You a.re down in the position where it requires all you have to keep you. H you
have a return of 10 per cent. upon £40U or
£500 worth of hmd, it is probably as llluch
as you cun get. In a number of instances
you will get, of course, considerably more
than that." It all depends upon the value of
the produet a man raises every year~ and \\' hen
values arc higher, as the values of products
fluctuate greatly, a, mal! may be able to get
u. verv large return in OHe veal' off £.300
wortl~ @f land. \ r e will say to a man Ii Ke
that and to tho::;e uudel' hilll-" You are
living on the poverty line." 'Ve will say" While not dellying our right to tax you,
while not handillg you over this land to do
as YOll like with, yon are in snch a po~ition
tha.t we do not want to tax JOu. 'Ve will
be bellevolent landlords to yon and allow
you to stay there for nothing, but we will tax
others who can better afford to pay, those
who are higher up in the amounts of their
holdings, to the extent of compelling them to
pay by graduated tax the land taxation of
this country, because they are monopolizing
tho lands of the country, and keeping people
from the land, which is the natural heritage
of the people."
Mr. 'VAT'l'.-Thell YOll practically buy his
vote for £~ Is. Sd.
Mr. PRE~DEHU AST.-I shall examine
that statement ill a moment. For the present I wi8h to deal with the "educated
Minister." I am sorry the honorable gentle·
man is not here, because he seems to be in
very great favour with the Premier. This
honorable gelltleman went up to the farmers
at Da.rtIum, a month or six weeks ago, and
the report of his speech reads thus-
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ments was £500, that mf'ant that the unimpro,·ed
ntlue of the farm was £1,000. The Labour Party's
proposed land tax was calculated at Id. in the
£1 on that £1,(100 every year, which was equal to
h. Bd. in the £1. They would, therefore, have to
pay this Is. Sd. in the £1 every year, in addition to
the municipal rate of, say, Is 6d.
VOICEs.-Confiscation! That won't do.

I can imagine those horror-stricken ,'oices of
the Darnum farmer~ when the "educated
Minister" was pulling their leg. I am glad
to see that the honorable gentleman is now in
his place, because I want him to listen to an
infliction-one of his own speeches.
Mr. MACKEY.-It may be rather a relief to
the House.
~lr. PHENDERGAST.-The report of
the honorable gentleman's speech continuesMr. MACKEY.-If so, they must see to it, because
what he had sta.ted was a fact.
The exemption of
£500 now proposed might vary, but, whatever it
was, the effect would be the depreciation of the
value of the land. The Labour Party made no
secret of the fact that this was the first step
towards the nationalization of all the land.
Socialists hoped to increase the land tax, perhaps np to Is. Then the whole of the annual
value of the land would be gone.

The honorable gentleman recollects the old
days of the single tax very well, does he
not?
Mr. 'YAT'l'.-He ought to.
Mr. }.JH.E~ OERGAST.-The report goes
Oll-

Every farmer must realize this momentous possibility, and if they preferred the policy of the
Government in placing men OIl the lunel, they
would know what to llo when the time came.
(Hear, hear.)

Mr. \YATT.-'l'hat is the first point you
have made to-duy, and it IS a. good one,
too.
Mr. PRE.NDERGAST.-Let me point
Ollt to the honorable gel~tlemall that the attitude he assnmes towards this (the Labour)
Party-and we can reasonably apply the
title of the" ed llcated 1\1 inister" to himis that he either knows \\' hat he is talking
about and suppresses S0111e of the facts, or
he does not know what he is talkiug about,
and is busily ellgagcd in "pulling the leg," if
I may use the yulgarism, of the farmers of
Darnum. FirlSt of ail, If a man has £ 1,500
worth of land, as stated by the hOllom ble
gentleman, and there are £500 worth of improvenJents on it, thol'3e improvements will
Referring to the defire of the Labour Party to
impose a land tctX, Mr. Mackey said that this be exempted, hut there will not be £1,000
tax was represented as a very ~lllall and innocent worth left to be taxed even thell, because
thing of Id. in the £1. Ordinary muni~ipal rates then you will have to deduct the exemption
were Is. or Is. 6<1. in the £1 on the annual value of of £500.
That would lea.ve £5UO worth to
the land; but the land ta.x of the Labour Party
was on the capital value. If a fa.rmer had a farm be taxed.
~lr. ·WAl'T.- 'Vho says so ?
valued at £1,500, and the va.lue of the improve-
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Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I am saying so
now, and that ought to be sufficient for the
honora.ble member. Therefore the honorary
Minister's statement that £1,000 worth will
be taxed after deducting the improvements
is not correct. The question is one that the
'Veriest simpleton ought to be able to allSwet·,
because he has only to take up the Labour
Party's platform and deal fairly alld fully
with the a.·guments there instead of manufacturing statements for the mere purpose of
knocking them over again.
Mr. BOYD.-You are always patching up
that platform.
Mr. PB.ENDERGAST.-That platform
put seventeen labour men into this House,
and will do a lot more yet. I have shown
that in the case cited by the honorable
gentleman there will be only £500 worth
left to tax, and not £1,000 worth, and the
taxat.ion on that at lrl. in the £ 1 would be
£2 Is. ~d.
Mr. WATT.-That is the price of the
farmer's vote that you ar:e asking for.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The honorable
mEmber for Essendon need not egotistically
assume that all the conversation in the
House is directed towards him. I am looking round the HOllse generally. In the
proposition of the honorable member for
West Gippsland-the "educated Minister"
-giving ls. Sd. in the £1, the sum to be
paid would be upon the basis of, say, 5 per
cent. of the capital value, and would amount
to £4 38. 4d., or double what we propose,
and therefore the tax that we propose
is not equivalent to the taxation imposed
by the municipality, and, in fact, bears
no relation to it whatever.
In a municipality to-day, if a man puts np a new house
-on his land, or puts in permanent improvements of any kind, such as certain
class8s of trees which are rega.rded as improvements, he will be called -upon by the
municipality to pay increased taxation, but
be will not be called upon to pay on an in~reased value under the land tax.
The
honorable gentleman knows that, for he has
been long enough studying the question,
-occupying for many years various positions
upon it in connexion with different parties,
.and he has made varying statements upon it.
I propose to quote another statement that he
made a fe\v years prior to the one I have
dealt with. Again, suppo1)ing a farmer
is paying income tax, making £300 a year.
Some of them are making considerably
more than t.hat clear. 1'here were some instances pointed out to me at Swan Hill,
where a man told me that under certain
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conditions a man ought to make £300 to
£400 a year clear on £1,500 worth of land
if he devoted his energies to it and worked
hard at it. This gentleman told me that a
nl1mber of men were doing this-men of
intense industry, I will acknowledge-men
that are showing great adaptability for the
work they have to perform, and who have all
their lives devoted their attention to the
productivity of the land, and who are using
tlileir brains as completely as they are using
their muscles. Supposing a farmer makes
£300 a year clear, under the present income
taxation he has to pay £2 lOs. a year instead
of £2 Is. Sd., as is proposed under the land
tax. 1£ he puts on any improvements that
have the effect of increasing his income,
that under the present income tax will have
the effect of increasing his taxation also,
whereas under t.he land tax no s·u.ch thing
can occur.
Mr GRA Y.-If he had no income at all
from his land he would have to pay the land
tax.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The man who
would have to pay the land tax in those circnmstancflS would be the man who should be
justly taxed, because that would be the man
\\'ho was not using his land; but the man
who was using his land and getting an income
from it w(i)uld be paying no more than ihe
man who was letting his land lie idle. The
honorable member's proposition is that because some men are not working their land,
and arc not getting an income from it, it is
not fair to put a land tax on it. I sa.y it is
fair. I will give honorable members an illustration. Go into the constituency of the
honorable member for Glenelg, and you will
see a farm owned hy a Mr. Hutchinson down
iu country that the Premier alludes to as·
some kiHd of "black soak."
Mr. HENT.- \Ve have heard that yarn until
I am tired of it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-This gentleman
purchased his land at lOs. an acre-60 acres
of it. He put a house on it and improved it
vastly. He is deriving a very good income
from it. He showed the capacity Qf land
there. There are a.bout 20,000 acres of this
land, but, with a few other exceptions, none
of it is cultivated at all. In nearly every
other instance where men have tried to cultivate it they have failed, but this man has
succeeded. The hcmorable member for Goulburn Valley knows the land, and the instance
I am alluding to. The man purchased it
with fencing round it, and he produced a crop
of potatoes that ran from S to 13 tons to the
acre; he grew beet, mangel-wurzel, and
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cahb"tges, and all kinds of k1t<.:hell garden
vegl'tablcs to an illlmell~e cxtcnt. He has
now from If) to IK ({crcs \luder cultivation,
and is 1 sllppo~e making It handsome income
out of it. He says he is at all events, and
looks likc it. The hCllorahle mcmber for
Goul hurn Yalley can personally testify
to the facts of this case.
At the
,'ery Il10111cnt that that man improves his
laud the llIunicipal tax gatherer and the
income tax gathl'rcr come along. 'Vhere
originally the land w:~s worth nothillg this
Dlan, if he is making £300 a year, has to
pay£210s.a year in ill come tax. Rehas
taken up lall(1 at lOs. an acre and proved its
adaptahility for cultivation. Thereupon, he
has becomc subject to the iucome tax
gatherer, amI the municipal tax gatherer
comes along also and taxes him further.
But what about the mCll alongside him?
Their land hm; beel! increased in value from
1015. to .f;~ per acre at the least. £3 per
acre was offered for some of it the other day
and declined. I presume the owners are
holding ont for £.). The municipR.I tax
gatherer does not tR.X heavily on the capital
value, but he taxes, to a large extent, accordin~ to t.hc man's income.
Mr. UUAY.- When I wanted to get that
class of men exempt under the 'Vater Bill,
you were one of thoiSC who refused to help
me.
~fr. PRENDERGAST.-I
wanted to
assist the honorable member to make a law
of general and not gf partial application.
1'he honorable member wanted to make
it apply to a few of his cOllstituetlts,
whereas we wanted to make it apply
to the whole State.
The position is,
then, that the man alongside, whose land has
been increased in value from lOs. to £3 an
acre without a stroke of endeavour 011 his
own part, escapes taxation. while the man
whose industry has brought about the improvement has to pay the tax gatherer and
keep the Guvernment going. His industry
a.nd energy have proved the capacity of the
land. His industry has been magnificent,
and, as to his energy: anyone who injdpected
the land could see that he must have devoted
an inordinate amount of time and labour to
prove its capacity.
The man alongside is
simply waiting for an increase in value. The
man who wants to use it lUts to pay an extra
price. If there was a land tax on the land
the man alOllgside would have his land
"Vulued at the same rate as the cultivated land,
and he would have to nse it or sell it to the
State, or hand it over to s"me 011e who would
use it; The idler should not be allowed to keep
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land ont of use, and where energy and indu~
try have proved the ,'alue of lund, the idlerShOll ld not be allowed to reap the reward
that he is doing lIOW. The land tax will be
based Oil the value of the land, not 011 what
has been produced from it, whereas the income tax is now imposed according to what.
has been produced from it. Such a form of
taxation a.s I am ad vocating not only has the
effect of bringiug in revenue-and that isbut a secondary consideration in connexion
with it-but it will have the effect of opening
up land for settlement, and of somewhat reducing the spe(~ulative values of land, that is,
taking away the fiotitious land boom PI ice
which is fixed upon the land and allo~ving
men to get it at snch a price as will ellaLle
them to cultivate it successfully, and so to
become useful citizens.
Mr. MACKEY.- Your object, then, IS to
lower the value of the land?
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Yes, some of the
value of the land-the speculative valne.
Let me ask any honoral,le member who has.
farmed land in this country of what good is
the speculative valne of his land to the
farmer? All it can do for the farmer to-day
is to provide an increased value upon which
he can borrow money, hut if the State doe&
its duty to the farmer of this country, it will
not allow him to have to go to a private
institution to borrow mouey to work his land
successfully, but it will give him an oppor·
tunity of going to the State and borrowing
money at a lower rate than any private
illstitution could lend it, so as to make his
land productive.
Of what value, then, is
the speculative value of the lanel to the
farmer?
Mr. MACKEY.-Because he coul(l llot
borrow money frOl11 the Government if bi3
land had 110 value.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-No man would be
foolish enough to lend money on land unless
that land showed a certain amount of productivity. \Ye-1 am speaking of the community-lent money upon the speculative
value of land during the boom period, aud
honorable members know how we bave been
punished. The farmer to-day hrts his own
land, it is true; but the value placed upon
that land ahove its real agricultural value is
the means of debarring his son from getting
land for agricultural production. Even if
the son does get land it will take him
longer to pay for it when he gets it, hecause
he ha~ to pay more than its legitimate valne.
I feel contident that the honorable gentleman
who interjects knows that what I state is
correct.

The Governor's Speech:
Mr. MAcKI<:Y.-I feel confident that you
1)tate what is correct when you suy that your
tax will lower the value of the farmer'~
,land.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Now, we will just
go to the honorable gentleman himself, to
.see how far he agrees with his own pro·
position.
Mr. ~fACKINNON.-I think there should be
a statute against the resurrection of these
• .early statements of public men.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The honorable
gentleman, at the period to which I a.m about
to refer, may have had different views with
respect to methods of taxation from those he
-entertains at present. He was then a free·
trader, but even at that tnne he wad willing
to allow a. little protection. He commenced
to alter his views \vhen he changed his con.stituellcy. First of all, he tried a democratic
-constituency in a closely populated neighbourhood, and, although he was an ardent free·
trader, he altered somewhat in the direction
<If protection when he came before that constituency. After that he went back agaiu to
.free-trade, and now, of course, he has dropped
the q nestion al together. 1f you were to ask
him anything about It now he would say that
the ques'ion has gone to the Federa.l Parliament. Now this is what the honorable
,gentleman said, as reported in the Age of
~eptember 8, 1894-Mr. MACKINNoN.-Twelve years ago.
Mr. MACKEY (to Mr. Prendergast).-I was
:as raw then as you are now.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'r.-The report saysHis own policy consisted in an attempt to follow
the successful policy of the Ba.llance Ministry in
New Zealand, with the modifica\ions necessa.ry to
.our colony. Accordingly, he ad yoca.ted a. tax on
the unimproved values of land and an income tax.
These ta.xes had been so completely successful in
tiding New Zealand over her sea of troubles that
we might trust them to do as much for us. On
these points the candidate furnished the meeting
with many interesting and cogent facts and
figures.

Ah! I would like to have those facts and
figures now. I should be very glad if the
honorable gel1l.t.leman could look up his notes
<In that occasion, and let us see what were
the astonishing "facts and figures" which at
that period had convinced him that a land
tax according to the New Zealand plan was a
necessity for this country. At that very
period the honorable gentleman made another
'Statement, and I may as well quote it now.
He said he advocated the gradual extinction
-()f municipal sllbsidies.
How does that
statement suit to-day ~ There are several
.other questions that were dealt with by him
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at the same time, and I may as well quote
what he said upon them. The report says;In answer to lluestions the candidate expressed
approval of one man one vote, women's suffrage,
the minimum wage, a reduction of members and of
salary.
•

How about that at the present time 7 Is the
honorable gentleman pretty solid in that
direction still 1
Mr. MACKEY. -Oh, rather .
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-He also said he
was i:1. favour of the referendum. I hope that
he will vote for that proposal when the question comes before us again in a few weeks'
time. Coming back to the question of
land ta.xation, the honorable gentleman
knows that our municipal taxation applies to both the improved aDd the unimproved value of the land, whilst the land
tax which we wish to see introduced wiH
apply only to the unimproved value. The
improvements will be exempted. In this
matter we have the mighty experience of
New Zealand. The people in that country
have had a vast experience of land taxation,
and everyone will admit that at the present
time the enforcement of the land tax in New
Zealand has brought about two things, The
division of land into small aI'eas has produced
more stock-there is a greater quantity of
sheep and cattle in New Zealand to-day than
was formerly the case. I am not compa.ring
it with Victoria at all at this juncture. The
essential ftl.Ct is that the reduction in t.he size
of the areas has ill creased the amount of
stock on the la.nd. The other lesul t
is that the
imposition of a land
tax over the whole of tbe lands of New
Zea.land has produced, in the districts from
which the increased taxation is derived, tl1e
most solid of the Govemment supporters. It
has improved the? social condition of a large
number of people, inasmuch as it has placed
them for the purposes of production on areas
of land which they can till themselves, leaving
them free at the outset from any land
tax or other inquisitorial taxation. Of
course, as their land increases in value they
will have to pay. I would ask the House
whether, under these circumstances, it would
be wise to any longer delay the introductiou
ot similar land taxation in this State. The
land tax, as it exists ill Victoria to-day, is an
absurdity. I think every OBe will agree with
that. All parties are agreed that the present
land tax should be dropped, and the only
question is as to what should take its place.
Look at our wealthy land-holders about the
city to-day .
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Mr. )\{ACKINNoN.-Sir Samuel, for instance.
:Mr. PHENDERGAST.-I will not deal
with that honorable gentleman at all. ~rhe
Chief Secretary has got it rather warmly
lately from ftIlother quarter, and I do not
agree with it altogether. I like to deal
fairly with every honorable' member in a
matter of this kind.
Rut look at our
wealthy city property - OW11ers. There are
men to· day owning large areas of city
property worth very large sums of money,
and they are making immense incomes out
of the land. 'l\tke the Howie estate for
instance. The ronts have gone up at least
50 pel' cent. for some portions of the estate
a.t all events. This is land npon which the
landlord has spent scarcely one penny.
Almost the whole of the improvements on
the land ha.ve been carried out under building
leaso. rrhe owner is deriving a vast amount
of rent, amounting, 1 believe, to frum £40,000
to £60,OdO a year.
Sir SAMUEL GrLLoTT.-lS'O.
Mr. PHE~DEH.GAST.-I am takillg off
one·third of the block. I know that rents
have gone np 50 per cent. in somo instances
lately, and if this is so, the re-"enue derived
from thi8 estate cannot be less t han from
£50,000 to £60,000 a year. Now, under the
income tax that mall will pay, say,5 pel'
cent. Let us say t.hat he pays £:3,000 a yeal'
income tax. Under the land t.ax, if he is the
owner of land worth £ 1,000,000, the amount
of taxation he would pay conld not be le~s
than £l5,OUO.
.Mr. l\lACKEY.-I thonght your land tax
was to be lighter than the income tax.
)11'. PRf~~DEBUAST.- Yes. 011 little
men; the men the honorable gentleman used
to be so friendly wit.h. His coat has another
patch 011 it now.
MI'. MACKEY. - I would rather hayc a
patch on my coat than on my trouscrl:l.
1\11'. PRE~DEI:UjAST.-l do not mind so
long as 1 havo no patch 011 my political
reputation. As I say, if thero was a land
tax upon that £ 1,000,000 worth of land, this
estate alolle wonld return about £15,000 per
aunum. If this increased taxation is to be
placed upon the big property-owner in the
city, and if the men under £500 are to be
ex.empt, how can it be said that the llew
land tax will increase the tax:1tion on the
farmer in the country 1 1'he fact is that taxation will be taken offa good many people who
now have to pay it, and in other cases it will
not be so heavy as the tax that is imposed
to· day, while the tax will be placed on all
city lJroperty-owners who escape taxation to-
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day, instead of taxing the productivity of the
country districts. Let me point out also
that to-day every land-owner in the country
districts-and every farmer-is in thIS
position ill relation to the city, that llot one
solitary article goes inside his fence-and he
has practically a ring·fence around his land
-without his paying taxation upon it or a.
toll to the rnell ill the city who are accumulating wealthy land ndues. Not only that,.
but 110 single article ever comes ont from·
that fence without paying taxation or toll to
some idler ill the city to increase his wealth.
The men in the country are being taxed
ill a
way
that does not promote
the industry of the State, and the industriolls man is taxed to the same extent
as the idler. 011 the equity of the thing it
seems to me that the farmer or country landowner must see that to·day he has to pay
income tax superimposecl in a number of
cases upon a tax on the grazing value of the
land, while the man in the city has to pay
income tax only in the same proportion as the
farmer, and he has to pay no land tax a~
all, but has all his land ,'ailles accumulating
iu the city.
Mr. \VA'l'T.-\Yith very mnch heavieF
muuicipal rating.
Mr. PH.E~DEHGAST.- Yes, and he getsgreat advantages frOlll it. The position then
is this, that if the farlller to-day will look
carefully into the <luestion, he will see that
these men in the city are escfl.ping taxation,
and that while he himself is taxed in this
way, he is not getting the cOllsideration
whieh he should get, nor tho advantages
that he has a right to expect. If there are
any advantages to he offero(l in connexion
with the rail ways, 01' ill other directions, they
are offered t(') a. much greater ex ten t to the
man in the city than the lllan in the COllntry._
The train accollllllodation supplied on someof the lines in the country districts is a perfect disgrace. Some of the carriages that
arc used on these cOlllltry lines would not be
tolerated f(Jr a mOlllellt on the short trips in
the vicinity of Melbourne, but in the country
people are tUlllbled into them, and are compelled to make journeys of :WO or 300 miles.
in carriages that are, a8 I say, a perfect disgrace to the country.
If such carriages are·
to be used at all, they should be placed only
on short lines.
Mr. BOYD.-That is exactly the policy in
the old cOlllltry - the poorer carriages are·
used onlv for the shorter distances.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - Yes, and the
same thing should be done here. Again,
supposing that land is opened for settlement,
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on the Murray, men will be induced to go subdued by a m~re handful of pioneers-that big
out froUl Melbourne, and will have to put areas were essentlal to the progress of colonization.
Rut that day has gone for eve1', and the big
up with all sort of hardships in order to make estates
are no longer a help but a hindrance to the
a living for themselves, and, as Qne of our progress a.nd true prosperity of Austl'alia. These
poets put it-" Listening at llight to the are my convictions, and you may pUblish the
music of the bunyip." That is about the opinions of a.n "obscure farmer" if you think
they will advance the canse of true, not false,
only thing they will hear there. If one of prosperit.y
to fair Austra.lia, and give the letter the
these settlers put up a house for £400 or imprint of my name, J. H. Gardiner. But whether
£500, he will get no consideration whatever you see fit to publish what I have written or not,
so far as the rail ways are conc(,rIled. If a I hope you and Mr. Anstey will accept my invitaman at Brighton 01' Essendoll, or any other tion, and let your visit be soon. I feel anxious to.
meet you both for an interchange of ideas.
place within twenty miles of Melbourne, puts
Yours faithfully.
up a house worth £ 1,000, he is allowed a
JOH:-l" H. GARDINgR.
" Baallgal," Skipton.
free pass over the rail way line for a good
:;VIH. BENT.-I call him a swell farmer-a
muny years. That policy is no doubt adopted
for the purpose of iuoreasing the revenue of very rich one.
the rail ways. The farnler, on the other hand,
Mr. WATT (to Mr. Prendergast).-Did vou
"
has to go out to the back-blocks alld build go up and see him?
his house without any such concession, away
Mr. PREi'DERGAS1'.-I hope to avail
from civilization altogether. He has to wear my~elf of the opportuuity, bllt that has
old clothes, and put up with all the discom- nothing to do with the House at present.
He Here is a man, a practical farmer, \V ho is
forts that are due to his position.
has to put up with salt-junk, and the making money out of his land, stating dishardest of tucker, and, as he is such a long tinctly that some steps will have to be taken
way from market, he has to accept less for to promote the ::;ettlement of the people on
his produce than the man who lives closer to the land, and that those steps must take the
the great centres of population. At present direction of the bursting up of large estates,
this man gets no cOFJsideration at all. YOll which can only be done successfully by the
give him no concession whatever on the rail- imposition of a gradua.ted land tax.
ways; ha has to pay his full fare on every
Mr. BENT.-And they secure a good lump
occasion, and he enjoys nOlle of the luxuries themselves before they begin tG talk.
thai are at the disposal of the man in the
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-It will be noticed
city. It will be recollected, in connexioll with that Mr. Gardiner does not object to fair
the Glenelg election, that another instance taxation.
was brought forward of a gentleman in the
Mr. BENT.-He has got the cow, so he is all
country districts who had made a very great right.
success of his land, namely, :Mr .•John H.
:;\Ir. PH.E~DE1{GAST.-Al1 he wants is
Gardiner, of Bllangal, t;kiptOll. He writes to haye a fair tax imposed. 1 would point out
me the following letter, which will speak for to the Premier that it does not follow, because
itself. It will speak also for the comments a man hold::; a large area of land, that he is.
that may be made upon it : not in favour of the adoption of fair social
conditions for the people, and of any legiti., Baangal," 14th May, 1906.
mate action to impose taxation on land values.
Mr. G. M. Prendergast, M.L.A.,
Slate Parliament House, Melbourne.
ill order to promote the prosperity of the
DEAR SIR,
community. I am reminded by this that
I write for the purpose of tendering to you
and Mr. Anstey, M.L.A., a hearty invitation to some of the greatest land taxers in the world
visit Baangal whenever convenient for yourselves have been men who are lund·owuers themto do so. You may see something on onr property selves. For instance, there is Mr. Ogilvie,
which may be an education to you 011 the efficacy of Tasmania, a very large land-owuer, who
of small estates versus large estates. I am not
going to skite about wbat we have done and a.re has written a number of pamphlets and books,
doing, but I want you to come here and see for advocating the taxation of unimproved land
yourselves what can be a0complished by concen- values. One of his treatises is really exceltration of effort as applied to rural industries. lent, and will well repay pernsal. He ad voNow, I'm not a la.bourite; I'm a farmer, pure and cates land taxation of a description tbat will
simple, and heartily sympathize with a grea.t
many aims and projects of the Labom Party. Vic- promote the prosperity of the people of Tastoria and Australia are hungering for more popUla- mania, and at the sall1e time he provides
tion, and as sure as the night follows the day if we arguments in favour of the adoption of a
l'Ilust have more population we must have new land similar policy in other parts of the world.
laws enacted which will on just principles burst
up the big estates. There was a time-the first As I say, a great many land reformers
period of settlement, when a continent had to be throughout the world to-day are also large
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others who were compel iug and paying higher fot·
the privilege of using the land. The fact that the
tenants have horses and implements. but no land.
makes them easy victims. The land-owners hold
them in the hollo,," of their hands, aud they ha.ve
to accept any terms ofl"tl'ed. The laIHllords' ring
has settled the rent and the one-sided agreement
lInder which it is \VOl'ked. A tenant who offends
these monopolists cannot get lawl 011 any other
estate. The tenants have absolutely ltO grazing
rights to the stubble. ancl the larll'uord has a.
first call on all grain until the rent IS pail!. The
~Il'. WA'I"l'.-'Yhat about exemption 1
business people who havc helpell 10 produce the
grain have no security for the necessary goods and
::\11'. PHE:\,DEH.GAsrr.-'l'hnt is It matter implements supplied. No bank can do business
of past history. The honorahle member except of the most risky kind, as the tenants can
was lIot listeniug, but he will be able give no security for any accommodation required.
That this system is a menace to the financial
to read my views on the subject ill security of the State is apparent. Wit h two of
lfansanl.
The q uestioLl of compulsory the most favorable seasons known for years, and
purchase is It most importcUlt one for tl.is bir prices, the averagc tenant has barely paid his
country. It is one of those questions, ht all way. With a bad season and a slump in the price
of produce, sure to come in the near future, what
events, which demand the most earnest at- will be the tenant's position? The cryin~ injustice
tention of this I-loui:ie, and I am satisfied it of the whole business is that the land farmed by
is one upon which the great bulk of our people the rack-rented tenants, pays less th&n 5~(1. an acre
have made up their minds, with the view of in land tax and municipal rates combined. These
facts emphasize the necGssity of a ~ra.(luated land
introducing legislation of that kind at an tax and compulsory resumption of land to prevent
early period. If honorable members look at the wealth producers of the State being sweated
the question of land settlement to-day and its for the a.ggrandizement of a few agrarian Shyloeks.
bearing upou the farmer, they will find that If the State does not come forward with this
measure, then it is time the Federal Parlia.ment
a numbet· of very serious statcmeuts are oc- took
over the lands administration of the COlllllloncasionally made in the newspapers as to the wealth, and gave a steady and industrious farming
relationship of the farmer to the owner of the population, such as the tenants here, a chance of
land which he cultivat.es. For instance, an making a home without paying the land-owners
outrageous tributes.

land-owners, yet thC'y are preparcd to submit
the maHer to the decision of the people, and
to abide by t he result. No statement has
been made either hy the Premier ill his speech
at Brighton, or in the Governor's speech, as
to the position which the Uo\'el'llmcnt intend
to take np upon this q Ilestion of land ta.xation. We COUll' now to the q nestion of compulsion.

article n.ppeared in the Age newspaper of the
lOth April this year as to the position of n
number of farmers at "\Yillanra. It points
out tha.t these lUell are working on the share
system, and it i:ihows how unmercifully they
have been treated, not individually perhaps
by the land-owner, but by the system which
is rendered possible by our present land
legislatioll, and tho cOllditiobls by which these
men arc surrounded. '1'he article shows the
Inanner in which men with very little capita.l
are treated in their endeavour to get on the
land. I t says:"\Vill<tura," the centre of south-western
Victoria's tenant system, has gathered its third
harvest. and the wheat has been delivered at the
local railway station. Roughly i'peaking, about
150,000 hags have heen harvested, the produce of
about 45,1.100 <tcres. The market value of the
wheat is £!lO,O()O. The landlord's share, taking
into con~irleratioll straight-out rent, the third
system, and the cutrageous bag-to-the-acre agreement, with the bags necessary to hold the grain,
brings the rent to about an average of 15s. per
act·c. This takes the huge slice of £::J3,750 out of
the farmers' toil. Add to this another£1l,250 for
the fertilisers, absolutely necessary to produce the
grain from soil devoid of phosphoric acid, a.nd
you have £45,000. or half the gross earnings of the
tenants, largely dividerl amongst less than half-adozen rack-renting landlords. A sinister feature
in this s)-stem is that this year a number of tenants
were evicted at a week's notice to make room for

That is the statement of the position of someof
the men to-day who have had to go on other
men's lands to cultivate them. ~rhe reason
for t?e existence of such an outrageous system IS because we have no provision for compulsory purchase in the Closer Settlement
Act. That Act does not properly provide
for the compnlsory resumption of land where
it is required, and the Board is compelled to
pay au ontrageous price for the la.nd it
desires to obtain, 01' to take land in a district
where it is 1l0t wanted, where the price is
also high. If there was a provision for compulsory purchase the Board would he able to
go to a district where farmers \vere working
on the share system, and where land that
was originally worth £2 an acre was now
worth £() an acre in consequence of that
share system, and say that they would take
the land for the purpose of settling the
fi:trmers 011 it in a proper manner, instead of
having them on the land fur one or two years,
and having to band over half their produce
to the owners of the land. 'Vith the assistance of the State those farmers could be
settled on the land in a proper manner, and
would stay there with a permanency of
tenure. That is what compulsory pllr0hase
would promote. In Victoria we have 13 per
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cent. of our land cultivated 3 per cent. is
sown in clover and lucerne, 76 per cent.
is under natural grass, and 8 per cent.
uncleared. The Year-]1nok says, "A very
llmm.tisfactory state of affairs is seen to
prevail in the yarious districts of the State."
A man can keep his land out of cultivation
and put stock upon it, which, while perhaps
only gi Villg a small return, requires the
smallest expenditure of money. The moment
anyone wants to put the land to a better use
he is forced to hand half the product of his
labour to the owner of the land, while the
State sits quietly by with a Closer ~ett1e
men tAct which does not promote settlelllent except at an extravagant price.
Mr. W AT'l'.-How do you account for the
purchaBe of land here being four times as fasi
as it was in NeVI' Zealand?
:Mr. PRE~DEHGAST.-I will quote
something for the honorable member about
New Zeala.nd later on. The Closer Settlement Board here does not appear to have the
power of pnrchase prC)perly In its own hands.
The Premier hilllself made arrangements to
purchase the Chirnside estate.
:Mr. BENT.-! deny that.
Mr. PHENDEB.GAST.-I only want to
show what the Premier did.
Mr. BEN'l'.-I deny it.
Mr. PHENDERGAST. - At \Vyclifferoad the Premier pulled a paper out of his
pocket and said, "Ha! The Board is going
to purchase the Chirnside e8tate." I went
to the office of the Board and asked about
the matter. They said they knew nothing
about it.
:Mr. BEARD.-Is that a fact?
:\11'. PREN OERG AST.-'l'hat is the
exact position. I said, "I see the Premier
is going to purehase the Chirnside estate."
The reply was, "We know nothing about it."
If the Premier contradicts that he will have
to deal with the officers of the Closer Settlement Board alld with the chairman of the
Board.
Mr. J. \Y. HILLSON (P1:tzroy).-It must
have been a bogus telegram.
PRENDEHGAST.-The
Closer
Mr.
Settlement Act was intended to place the
power of purchasing land in the hands of the
Board only. In section 4 it states(1) For the purposes of carrying out the provisions of this Act, there shall be a Board, consisting of three members, one of whom shall be the
chairman of the Board.
(2) The sa.id Board shall be a body corporate,
under the name of the Lands Purchase a.nd Management Board.
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'l'hat is not the whole of the clause. Section
5 says:For the purposes of closer settlement under
this Act, the BoaI'd may in the manner hereinafter
provided acquire, and take for the Crown, either by
agreement or c(lmpulsorily, blocks of private land
in any part of Victoria, and all land so acquired
and taken shall thereupon hecome Crown land as
if the same had never at any time been alienated
from the Crown.

If you take every clanse in the Act it
will be seen that the whole intention is that
the Board should have the complete power
of purchasing land, and that nobody else
should interfere. And yet. here is an instance where the Board's officers have assured
me that they knew nothing about the purchase of the Chirnside estate which the
Premier mentioned at "\Vycliffe-road.
Mr. BENT.-If you were outside I would
tell you what you are to repeat that after I
have denied it.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I am inside and
I will tell yon what you are. If you grant
an inq uiry into the matter I will prove the
case against you.
Mr. BENT.-I will tell YOll what yon are.
Mr. C(}LECHIN (to Mr. Bent).-I will prove
it, too. 1 will tell you what you are.
Mr. BENT.-Oh, are yon there?
Mr. "\VAT'l'.-For a little while.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'.-lf the statement
that appeared in the press is correct, then
the Premier did the same thing with regard to
the Maribyrnong estate. If that statement
is incorrect, it should have been contradicted.
Mr. HANNAH.·-He does not like it.
The SPEAKEH.-Order!
Mr. PHENOERGAST.-In New Zealand
at first the purchase of land was very small.
They were experimenting. Under the Act of
1892, £50,000 per annum was voted for purchasing land for closer settlement. Under
the Act of 1894, £250,00(' was voted, as was
also the case nnder the Act of 1M97.
Mr. W AlT.-That was voted, but tell us
what they ~pent.
Mr. PH.ENDEHGAS'l'.-I know that all
the money voted was not spent, but 1 will deal
with what they havespent.. Up to 3] stMarch,
1905, £3,364,155 had been expended ill purchasing 7.16,224 acres of land. Incidenta1s,
road-makmg, &c., amounted to £238,324
making a total of £3,602,479. The averag~
cost per acre for land in New Zealand without
preliminaries was £4 14s., and including preliminaries, road-making, and incidentals the
cost was £5 Os. 8d. As the late Mr. Seddon
pointed out to me here, the reason that they
were able to get land at such a reasonable
price was because there was a compulsory
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purchase clanse in the X ew Zealand Act
which cOllld he resorted to ut allY time. The

result was that laud ,,'as s"ld at ~ rea.s(Jlw.hle
price altlwlJO'h in nearly e\'ery ea:se the
qllPs,'ion c:t1~e he fore the Conrt.
The
tl\'erage C,'llSt for land pnrchased Ly t.he Board
in Victoria per acre without preliminaries is
£7 4s. lOcI., alld with preliminaries the
average cost Blust be abont £7 lOs. per acre.
An HOXOHABLl~ ::\11~l\mER.-Perhaps the
reason t hat the rate is higher here is that
Ollr land is better.
Mr. PltENDElU1AST.-I do not think that
some of our lalld cnn be considered of extra
good quality, or ebe we wonld not have land
waiting for settlement up to the present.
Victoria, llOt h before am} after the operation
of tho Boa,rd, [lul'chased 148,1)89 acres {)f
lancl a,t a cost of £1,0-1~,996, an average cost
for at h,/tst some of the estates, without expenses, of £7 Os. 1<1. per acre. Tn Victoria,
under the Board, 11;).266 acres had been
acq uired at a cost of £1):H,707, or au aye rage,
with preliminaries, of ahout £7 lOs.
~Ir. \VAT r.-J II fourteen months,

Mr. PLtEXDElUiAS'r -The average cost
before alld after the B"ard was £7 Os. ld.,
without adding Oll the expenses of purchase,
for which I bclit'ye some accounts are
still COlllillg' in. The ClyeraO'e
cost for 11.5,266
e:acres acquin'(l hy the Board was £7 4s. IOd.,
alln when incidental expenses are taken into
considl'mtiun, to king it up to the incidentals
pRill ill Xl'\\' Zealand, the average must be
£7 lOs. per acre. I point out, therefore, that
in New Zealand the money haR gone
much further, atHI 1 hold that that is .
through the opt'n,ttion of the compulsory
purchase }n·o\'ision, because it has enahled
them to ~('t land nt its proper value.
)fr. \VAT r.- Your own figures show that
); ew Zealand has spent only a quarter of a
million per annum.
Mr. PHENDKRGAST.-They went very
cnrcfully at first, but we have all their experience to guide us. If we had had a compulsory purchase provision, our money would
ha ve gone much fnrther than it has, with a
great deal more henefit totheeommunity. The
position in cOllnexion with onr land is that if
a man has to pay £7 lGs. an acre for land
here, and a Ulan gets it for £5 Os. 8d. per acre
in New Zealand, as they are both competing
with the same prod net in the same market
it is more protitable for the man in New
Zealand, for the simple reason that the capital
he has expended is not so large, and he
would be able to undersell the Victorian
farmer.
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Mr. MUHRAY.-There is the difference in
the producti vity of the laud to be considered.
'rhe price8 paid in X ew Zealand ranged from
£2 up to £.50 per acre, and that flhows the
variation in the (luality of land ill New
Zealand.
Mr. PRENDERG AS'!'. - In conl1exion
with workmen's homes provided for under
the Act, the average cost per acre was £48
for 62 acres. Settlement in New Zealand
has been 3;'5 per cent. cheaper than it has
been in Victoria, and the product of the land
in Victoria has to compete with th~ product
of the New Zealand land.
An HONORABLE l\hD~mER.-rrhe price is no
guide unless yon take into consideration the
prod uctive power.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.·- An honorable
member interjected that we had hetter land
hore than ia New Zealand. As far as the
productive power per acre is concerned. there
does not seem to be much difference, and the
value for taxing purposes appears to be pretty
much the same.
Mr. MACKINNoN.-Land is chpaper in New
ZeaJand than here.
.Mr. PHENDERGAST.---.tL'hat strengthens
my argument. If there were no land tax in
N
Z
d
.J.. ew
eahm, the price of land would be
greater tha.n it is to-day. The land tax has
ta1\:ell away the tictitions value of land and
placed it at its true valu.e.
Sir SAMUEL GILLOT't'.-The New Zealand
1an d was b oug 1It many years ago.
You
could buy laud 1iftecn or twellty yeh.rs ago
cheaper than to-day.
Mr. PRENDEH,GAST.-T:cHllnot see just
now what that has to do with the argument.
The speculative value ofN ew Zealand land
has been brought to a trne value. It is clear
that if you pay £7 lOs. per acre for laud in
Victoria, and £5 Os. 8d. per acre in New Zealand, if the product he the same, the man in
New Zealand can undersell you.
Mr. MURRAY.--That is assuming that the
qualities of the land are equal.
}1r. PRE~DEHGAST.-The qualities are
much the same. In examining the question
of land values in New Zealand you find that,
taking the value for the land tax there and
the value for the municipal tax here, the
amounts are much the same. There is a
very remarkable similarity though there is
a somewhat larger area of land in New
Zealand than here. 'rhe area of New Zealand
is about 104,000 square miles, and of Victoria
88,000. They have a little more than us.
Taking the figures for the New Zealand land
tax and the figures prepared by Sir George
Turner in 1894, a remarkable similarity in
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estimated values will be found. There cannot be this similarity unless there is someother
factor, and that factor is the lalld tax which
has brought the value of land in New Zealand to its legitimate value and kept down
speculative value.
Farming has C(!)llSequently been made cheaper to the farmer,
and he is therefore able to compete with the
Victorian farmer in a manner which will
make his farming more profitable. I n New
Zealand, on "H.eady Money" Robinson's
estate, about ten people were employed.
That estate was purchased by the State, and
Mr. Seddon told me that 330 tenants had
been put on the land, and that the State had
made £60,000 or £70,000 profit out of the
transaction, though everyone of the farnlers
is in a prosperous condition I say the productivity is enhanced by putting men on the
land, and that if you take away fictitious values by a jand tax the p('lsition
of a large num ber of people is improved.
I want to show the progress of land settlement in New Zealand and Victoria. In Victoria there are 2':5,943 holdings of from 1 to
100 acres, anf! the area is 1, 8l8, 053 acres.
In New Zealand there are 48,409 of theRe
holdings, and the area amounts to 2,488,620
acres. The total holdings of all sizes in New
Zealand amouut to 68,680, and the area
is 36,511,154, while in Victoria there are
52,598 holdings of all sizes, and the area
occupied is 32,181,048 acres. In New Zealand the progress of settlement has been
la.rgely due to the operation of land taxation,
and closer settlement has placed t.he people
in the position they desired.
It is proposed
to suspend the time for payments, and I
assnme that it will be carried out, although
there is no allusion to it in the Governor's
speech. I mean the suspension of payments,
so that men with no money-or with very
little money-will be able to take up land
under the Closer Settlement Act. According to a statement made by one of the land
officers, a man would require £400 or
£500 to enable him to successfully take
up land under the Closer Settlement
Act. The Act should be altered with the
object of enabling a man with small capitalor with no capital at all except his muscle
and his brains- to become a settler
under it. There ought to be varying
terms, according to a man's capacity to meet
his payments, and from one to five years
should be allowed. A man who wishes to
settle on land in any part of the State should
be able to go to the Closer Settlement Board
and be brought nnder the operation of the
Act, so that he may have the advantage of
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the extended payments. He must be able to
convince the Board that he is giving only a
reasonable price for the land.
Mr. URAY.- Would you not extend that
principle to those who take up land under the
general land law?
Mr. PRENDEHGAST.-Yes; I would
extend that principle to future settlement.
There ought to be provision made so that
the expense of settlement would not press
more heavily on one man than on another.
We shall l;ave to make the closer settlement principle applicable generally, and
on such terms of extended payment
that anyone will be able to settle on the
laRd with very little trouble, even if he
has nothing but the ability to work. There
is one other question that is not mentioned
in the Governor's speech, and that is the
relationship of the University to the education system. If we are going to spend over
£700,000 on primary education, a mere
trifle on secondary education, and have no
possibility of utilizing the University system, it will render, to some extent, the
expenditure on primary education futile.
"Ve are spending £20,000 this year on
the University, and all we get in return
is that some few shldents will be enabled to
study mining and agriculture. Not one boy
of poor parents can go from the State school
to the University without costs that poor
people cannot pay. Last year the University
system cost £31,000 or £32,000, of which the
State found nearly £ 17,000, and the students
the rest. Unless this system is altered
the children of poor parents will be
unable to go to the University. As it is,
however, we are llsing the money of
the State for the purpose of paying for those
who can afford to pay, and are now getting
their sons educated at the University at half
cost. In this way the University is really
carried on for the benefit of the few. It will
cost about £35,000 to carryon the U Diversity this year, £20,000 of State money
will go towards it, and yet not a solitary
student from the State schools can go to the
University except those who have won
scholarships or exhibitions, and even these
cannot go through without heavy costs. It
does appear that the avenues of education a.re
closed to the great majority through not
having a secondary system and the University opened to us. I hope the Premier,
with whom I can claim some friendship, will
take note of the faet that we are finding
£20,000 for the University, and notgetting
advantages, while we are taxing t.he whole of
the people to reduce the cost of education to

66

[ASSEMBLY.]

th~ children of the wealthy.
It would only
require another £ 15,000 or £20,000 to free
the University from fees altogether. '1'here
are a number of students at the e niversity
who came from the State schools, and their
parents aro taxed to pay for their bouks and
other things.
Tho children who go from
the State schools should he able to
enter the University and get the same
consideration as those teachers who are now
being trained in the Continuation schocl.
The ponderous system of management of the
University is not in keeping with twentieth
century necessities in the way of progress.
One portion of it is under the Council and a
Senate, and another under the Professorial
Board. A ~Iinisterial head will have to take
charge and reduce the costs, so as to open it
free to a great number of scholars from the
State schools, from where we must obtain in
future the great body of professional men
who are so much needed in running the
country. T spoke some time ago about the
question of providing for original research.
If yon look at the scientists throughout the
world you will find that out of every twelve
some ten or eleven are Germans, especially
in cOlluexion with the discoveries in chemical
science, physical science, anel all the different
arts that compass those sciences. You ,,,ill
find thai the great number of men there,
especially in chemistry, are Germans. The
reason of this is that in Germany encouragelllent is given to original research. If a
youth or a man who has just gone through his
course at the University, and has entered on
his professional career, shows that he is on
the track of some discovery of importance,
the State steps forward and gives him money,
or a Hcholarship, or a h011llS for so many years,
in order thut he may carryon his investigatioml. 'l'hc vast advance which has been made
by Germany in the application of chemistry
to industry is d ne to the fact that original
research amollgst scholars is encouraged by
the Government. The expenditure of £5,000
a year, bL'gillning first with £1,000, and then
increflsing the amount by Rteps to £5,000,
would have a great effect in opening IIp industries hy the application of chemistry to
industrial processes. This would result in a
benefit to the State, and be of as great
an advantage to the students as it has
'been to the German students and Germany.
The Premier promised to look
into the matter. I am sntisfied that if
we take up two or three branches of study,
and advance money for the purpose of rendering assistance in cOlll1exioll with original reseMcR, we should be doing a great thing for
Mr. P/oelldergasl.
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the youth of Ithis country, and be CllCOnl'ab'ing industry much more than we are at the
present moment. Ally Ol1e who reads of the
advance of original research ill Germallycallsee
how much ,vealth it hits produced for that
country, and must he convinced that, if we
had a similar policy here, the re~-H\lt mast
prove very useful to the State. The honorable member for the Hailways Service (:\11'.
Solly) conducted an important inquiry iuto
the position of the pupils in the State
schools in our industrial and residential
suburbs. The honorable member took the
case of ohildren at Rchools in Collingwood
(2), ltichmond (2), Malvern, Armadale, Hawthorn, and Kew, and ascertained that there
was a physical deterioration amongst the
scholus attending the schools in the industrial suburbs-a deterioration that did
not exist in connexion with the children attending schools in the residential suburbs.
The figures "'-ere brought forward by the
Board of Health. 1'he examinations had
taken place under the control of the Board of
Health. HOll'eYer, I will not refer further
to that matter, except to say that the figures
show that the children who were hrought up
under healthy conditio1lf~ showed out conspicuously in weig-ht and height, and that
altogether the conditions were in favour of
those in the residential suburbs, a~ compared
with those in the industrial suburbs. 'l'his
proves the necessity for a proper pro·
vision
of
light and
air
for the
full development of the children, and
ill order to produce healthy minds in
11llalthy bodies. It would be much better for
the children if thev liyed and studied under
conditions favora.b~le to health. This also
shows the necessity of social legislation so as
to regulate the conditions under which the
parents live. I understand, however, that the
honorable lllem bel' for the Hail ways SefYice
(Mr. Solly) is going to refer to the figures
on this subject in debate. 1'hey haye been a
revelation to me, and show that we are on
the right tl ack when we say it is the duty of
the State to look after the s(l)cial condition
of the people. 1'he old-a~e pensioll system
is Olle of t he unsatisfactory things ruling in
this State. I will gi,-e the Premier this
credit. If allY one goes to the honorable
gentleman with a single case, and af:iks for his
intervention, he always takes action. J am
prepared to allow him credit for giving
favorable consideration to the separate cases
which I have represented to him. But that
is not the law. The law places the administration of the Old-age Pensions Act in thehands of certain individuals, and the Act is
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costillg us some £212,000 or £215,000
a year. 'Ve a.re paying a considerably
smaller amount of money per head in old.age pensions than is paid in other States.
In N ew Zealand~ as Mr. Seddon pointed out,
where the country is prosperons, where there
are few unemployed. and where the farming
indllstries have received an immense fillip,
it. has been found necessary to increase the
()ld·age pensions from 7s. to lOs. Onr oldage pension is supposed to be 88.; the average
is about 7s. We have, as I pointed out
before, more people of 65 years of age and
()ver ill proportion to the population than
any other Australi.w State, or than l';ew
Z8~land. Vv- e have 67,500 people 0f 65
years of age and over, while New South
\-Vales has only 5~,200, WIth a population of
200,000 more than we have. In New Zealand the State is paying a pension of lOs.,
and 32 per cent. of t.hose who are 65 years
and over are receiving a pension. III Victoria we are only paying a pension to 17 per
-cent. of the people of 65 years of age and
()ver. In New South Wales they are paying,
I think, about 40 per ceni.
Mr. MACKINNON.-Do not the figures
show that the diffusion of property is larger
in Victoria tha.n in any other of the
States 1
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - The circumstanae tha.t I see in connexion with the
()ld-age pensions in Victoria i! that a large
number of the old people are not getting
pensions, and that our Act is not as
liberal
as
the legislation of some
()f the other States. In New South Wales a
mEn has to have about £300 worth of pr(j)perty before be is disentitled to a pension,
while in Victoria if a man has any property
()r money he is not granted a pension at all.
The possession of property diselltitles a person .in Victoria to receive a pension, and
therefore we have a large number of very
poor people who are not getting a pension, although they should receive it. Besides
that we have another objectionable fealmre,
in connexion with the contributions which
are forced from relatives by means of the
Court. I Imp\\' the case of a man with a wife
and three children, and in receiDt of 30s. a
week, who is ordered to pay 2s. - 6d. a week
towarcls an old-age pension. That is an ab'Surdity. It is indeed a criminal act to do a
thing of that kind, when our old-age pension system is' supposed to have been provided for tbe help of our old people. We
take the bread out of the mouth of this man's
wife and children, and in this way reduce the
Liability of the State by a few thousand
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pounds a year.
The system is perfectly
brutal in some instances where I have seen
it applied to individuals. I mnst say, however, that where I have brought these ca!aes
before the Premier he has invariabiy looked
into them. We want to have an Old-age
Pensions Act that will admit of a proper in- .
terpretation, and that will give everybody a
chance to live, and not degrade the old people
by giving the pension as a oharity, but rather
give it to them as payment for services in the
past, and in recognition of our listbilities to
the old people who have fallen on worse times
than we have ourselves. We want amendments of the old-age pensions law on the line
of the Now South Wales or New Zealand
legislation, so that the old people will be able
to get their pensions, and so that people who
are just obtaining living wages shall not be
mulct in the cost of keeping the (}Id people
when this duty should be ~1lldertaken by the
State. As tbere is no reference to this matter in the Governor's speech, I mention it
to the Premier now, and I leave it to his
consideration. There is another matter I wish
to refer to, in connexion with our ooal mines.
I may say thl:lt to-day, for the first time, I
saw in the press particulars about the report
of the Coal Commission. That report has
not yet reached me, and it should hnve
reached me as soon as it reached the
columns 6f the press.
I wanted to
comment UpOll it.
There must be a
considerable amount more in the report
than what appeared in the newspapers.
Members of the Honse-I appeal to you,
Mr. Speaker, on this matter-should receive
these reports ail soon as they are handed to
the press. I want the greatest publicity
given to these matters. The5ie reports should
be placed in onr hands, and with regard to
the Coal Commission's report that has not
yet been done.
Mr. BENT.-Only a few copies have been
printed, and they were given to the press, so
that everybody might be informed.
Mr. PRENDEH.GA~T.-I do not object
to the reports being given to the press, but
honorable members a.re entitled to receive
the reports as soon as they are gi van to the
press.
Mr:, BENT.-You will get them as soon as
they are printed, and they will be ready ~s
rapidly a.s possible. If the report had not
been. given to the press yesterday; you would
have known nothing about the report
to-day.
Mr. PRE~DERGAST.-Thereport should
have been distributed amongst honorable
members at the same time. I would point out
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to the Premier in reference to the railways that
we are running the Rail way Department at
very great expense, but I am glad to see
that with regard to certain sums of money
the Department is supposed to have come
out on thn right side.
1 will, however,
reserve my criticisms on that subject until
after the delivery of the Treasurer's financial
statement, and after I have seen the A uditorGeneral's report. I may :,:ay here that it
seems to me that the large expenditure in
the Department for coal could be to some
extent reduced if the State provided its own
coal. This is not a new idea. The suggestion
has been made before. 'rho previous Ministry had in t heir Blind's eye a coal mine,
'which 1 am told they intended to operate for
the State.
Mr. FAlRBAlRN.-And make its own bricks
as well.
Mr. IIANNAlI.-That was this Government.
Mr. BENT,'-vY e did get six million bricks.
Mr. PKENDEH.GAST.-\Vhere are they?
:;\11' BENT.-At the station.
1\1r H ANNAlI.-N ot one hundred thousand
in six months,
Mr. EL~ISLlE.- 'Ye build onr own engines,
too.
Mr PHENDERGAS'l'.-Tu New Zealand
two coal lllilles are being operated by the
State. On this subject, in answer to an
ilHi}uiry, I l'eceiycd th~ following letter, dated
12th October, 1905, frOlll the New Zealand
Departmellt of Labour : Dear Mr. Prendergast,
Permit me to apologize for the (lelay in answering your lettcl·. I referred it, to the manager of
the State Coal Mines, and he kept it some time,
while as I was very busy (just the condensed termination of session I, it escaped Illy memory.
I do not think I can do better than enclose the
annual report of the State Coal Mines. The
Minister's words received 'l. twist. \Yhat he really
said was that he was not going to pay high wages
as awarded by the Arbitration Court to carryon a
losing COlll'ern. 1. here is little doubt in my mind
that unless they can tind a different sort of coal (a
kind that does not hreak down into "slack" so
much) olle of the mines, that at Seddon ville, may
have to be !:hut down; but as you will see by the
report, the Port Elizabeth mine yiel(led £1'1,000
~rofit-more than making up for the £6,uOO deficiency on the other. Anyway, State coal mining
is only an infant in its first ye&r; we must not expect gigantic resultfl already, but it is a lusty child
and of the righ L hreed.
Yours faithfully,
Evw, TR}~G};AR.

There is the position in New Zealandthat they h~tve been able to make a profit by
the operation of their coal mines.
Mr. BOYD.-Have you any idea of the
thickness of the seam they are working?
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Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The profits shown
on one mine were £17,000, while there was a
loss of £6,000 on the other.
Mr. BOYD.-It depends wholly on the
thickness of the seam.
Mr. PRENDEHGAS'l'.-No; they had to
abandon the mine at Seddollville because of
the broken coal, uut a, profit of '£17,000 is
shown on the other mine.
Mr. Bl<:NT.-The coal is on the side of the
water.
:Mr. PH.EXDEHGAST.-As the honorable
gentleman knows himself,ill the gf>ologicalsurveys 1,ve have conducted in thii:> call1ltry, and
whert) we have put down bores, we have discovered half-a-dozen coal milles in thif) :State that
seem to be more profitable than some of the
others that are working. I do not want to
pass any reflection upon them, but the opportunity is offered in connCXiOlJ with some of
them for this State to take its own coal supply. The Government can by that means
do much better than they are doing no\\'.
They are taking now O1)ly olle·third of their req uirements from the Victorian mine::;, and the
other two-thirds are coming from anothet·
part of Australia. If we had our own coal
mines, if a coal seam of ::;nfficient valne conld
be found-and there are two or three that
have been located in (.)ippsland-the ~tate
itself could operate those mines to the advantage of its railway ::;ystem) and could by
that meaus kcep Yict~)rianH employed.
vVould not that 1)e a vast improvemellt? It
would be jUi:>t as well for a Coal Millers Bill
to be introduced to regnlate the employment
in coal mines and to carry out some of the
sugge<;tions made by the late Coal C(!)lllluissioll.
On the questioll of fact{')ry legislation-this.
is another of the omissions-I hnye not
found since this Govemment have been in
power that they have introdnced one solitary
motion to give a \Vages Board to anyone of
the tradci:> that have llot been under this
legislation for the lai:>t t \\'0 or three years.
Not only have they nut done this, but when
:M1'. Irvine was in powcr he introduced a
measure which cut aWltY some of the BQards
that had a prospect of carrying useful resolutions.
Mr. BENT.-We had 121 Bills last time.
How many Bills do you W<lIlt?
Mr. I)RENDEHGAS'l'.-Some of them
might well stand aside while we look after
the bread and butter of the workers of this
count.ry. In the case of a gi'eat number of
trades the w hole of the necessary evidence
has been in the hauds of the Factories Office
for the last three or four years, or even
longer, with petitiollS asking for the creation..
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of a Board--in fact ever since the last Boards
were granted by the MeLean Governmenteach one of them able to prove that a Board
is a necessity to prevent sweating in the
trade. Yet not the slightest attention has
been paid to them, and years have been
allowed to elapse. Not only that, but the
operations of the Boards already in existence
have been, to some extent, crippled by the
Act introduced by Mr. Irvine. '1'he apprenticeship system laid down under tha.t Act
mnst be altered, and the \Vages Boards' must
be empowered to deal with the apprenticeship
question and the questions of wages and hours
in any way they think fit, without any of the
restrictil'lls which at present tie their hands.
The Wages Board system is one that places
in the hands of employers and employes,
with an impartial chairman, who is
~ometimes appointed by both parties, and
sometitnes appointed by the Government
when the parties cannot agree, the rig~lt
to reguJate the qnestions of wages and
hours, and other matters affecting the trade.
The com.@lete questJon of employment in any
industry mnst be placed in the hands of
these people for determiuation, and they must
not be debarred from coming to a decision as
they are debarred at present by the operation
of the law. I bring this matter uuder the
notice of the Premier in the hope that it will
receive consideration. Look at one industry
that is under a Board, in which the employes
demand proper social legislation. I know a
jam tin maker who has beon displaued by
machinery, after being in w.ork for years.
Re has six children. When he was in work
at his trade he was kept at such low \\'ages
that he actually could not get ~unday clothes
to go out in, so he had to stop at home on Sundays. Honorable members can see that a man
earning only from 30s. to £2 per week would
have very little to spare if he kept his six
children decently. 'rhe machine that has
been introduced now does 325 gross of jam
tins per day. It Cl)sts £400. Before it came
into operation the best and cleverest hands
at tinsmithiug could do from twenty to
twenty-three gross per day. for which they
receiyed 6d. pet· gross for 2 ·lb. tillS, and ,sd.
for I-lb. tins. This machine, therefore. takes
the place of sixteen men when it is in full
operation, and all it requires for wages is one
girl at 158. per week. 'l'hus it costs in wages
only 2s. 6d. per day, and displaces a number
of men who could earn £8 2s. 6d. a day at this
industry. These people are crying out for
social legislation, for the opportunity of
getting wages, for the opportunity of industry, while the work that exists to-day is
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going past them, turning the able-bodied men
out of work. The average man, doing from
twelve to fifteen gross a day, would
be earning from 6s. to 7s. 6d. per day,
but such men are now turned out to
5tarve. 'l'hey are on the outside now crying
out for opportunities for redress in social
legislation to enable them to get an opportunity 19 live that they are not getting under
existing conditions. I cite that case to show
the vast number of people affected by the
developments of industrial activity. To-day
a man may be perfectly secure in his position. To-morrow he is done. Only yesterday
I was working at my trade as a. printer,
where a good man could set 2,000 ens an hour.
A machine comes along that will do 8,000 to
10,000 an hour. It throws out probably
four or five men. It employs in their place
a skilled workman who may get the wages
of one and a-half good men, or of one
of the best workmen under previolls
conditions, but still a large number of
workmen in that industry are displ11ced
and thrown on to the unskilled labour
market. This is occurring continuously,
and these lUen are crying out for reform and
redress in industriallegislat:on to enable them
to make their living and to exist under
conditions that industrialism does not secme
to them at the present time. The Premier
and MlIlistel' of LanCls have seen a good mauy
statements made lately about the Lauds Department. If a number of these statements
are true, or even if they are not true, if there
is a public demand for it-~md there is somewhat of a public demand-au inquiry should
be held to see whether there is any possibility of truth in them. I have 110 hesitation
in saying that I do not believe there is any
trickery in the officers of the Department.
I believe they are as honorable on the averttge
as any set of men in any Department in Mel·
bourne, or in any priva.te employment. If,
however, proper consideration is to be given
to the question of the settlement of the
Murray lands, to the question of our method
of dealing with the Mildura la.nds, with
a number of the coal lands, and with various
lands and reserves in Gippsland and in
other districts, it will not be done satisfactorily unless a public inq niry is
granted into the conduct of the Department, and the relationship of the officers
and of the Miliisters of the Department
to the use of our lands in the past and
their possible use in the future. It is only a
little time ago that we discovered what could
be considered nothing else but nepotism in
the J.ands Department, in connexion with
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a previous Minister,
I do not sa'y it is
()ccnrrillg' to-cla'y, but eyen to·day a ):linister
may make mistakes, and those mistakes are
as ~lIwh fml1~ht with disadvantHges tt) the
peopll' as wonlel be the nepotism of a Minister
whe) wonld delibera.tely make them. I belieye
it is lll't'f'ssary to wake an inquiry to find out
the relationship of this Department to the
IlHl.Uer~ hrou~ht nuder notice, to ascertain
how political actio1l8 have governed it in the
past, to see how we can improve the administration so as to place more people on
the land, and to fiml out exactly where we
stand.
~I r. ~[U1mAY.-Do yon charge the Department with being under the influence of the
Minister?
Mr. PUEN DERGASrr.-The honorable
gentleman is in charge of the Department, and
1 prmmllle he is a politicia.n.
~Ir. 1\[PRRA Y.-Thell I say that no member has attempted to use more political
intiuence than you have done yourself, and I
(10 not charge you with having used it at
all.
)-1r. PRENDERGAST. - 'rhere is no
member to·day in this Honse who ha.s ever
worked for one thing to be done wrong ill
cOlll1exioll with any Department. I have not
done 80 myself, but if any ma.n sends me a
letter about any grievance he has in a eountry
district I send that letter 011 to the Department, and if they give me;,t reply that they
~an d<l> nothing, I will send the letter on to
the mall and tell him so. If I think the
Department are not dealing fairly with the
man, I will not hesitate to tell them
so. There are anum bel' of cases in the
Department that, to my mind, have been
harshly dealt with, although on inquiry it
may be proved that they have not. I have
never asked an improper thing in the Department. I have asked for consideration of
statements made to me, and I have brought
men to bear out theil' statements, but
I have never asked for any improper
consideration, The mere hint of such a,
thing aR that is highly improper unless
it can be backed np by proof.
~Ir. ~rURHA Y.- 'Vh)', then, do you m.ake
charges? I reiterate my statement that no
Member of Parliament has attempted more
freq uontly to use political influence than you
have done yourself.
~lr. PHKNDEIUJAS'r.-Then I reiterate
my statement that, apparently, no member of
the Department, up tg the present time,
llas shown himself less susceptible to honest
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criticism than the honorable gentleman has.
The way the Murray frontages have been
humbugged about shows that the honorable
gentleman has no great capacity for judging
how land should be occllpied.
Mr. GRAIIA)£.-You have been influenced
by th; articles in the Age.
Mr. PH,EXDERGAST.-Not altogether;
but I do say that on inspection of the different lauds reserved throughout the country,
one must come to t.he conclusion that some
of the places are totally untitted for the purposes for which they are resel'ved, and
should be thrown open for settlement. There
is no possibility of bringing the political head
of the Department to do anything in that
direction at the present time without an
inquiry. The Premier said in one of his
speeches some time ago that we have still a
very large area of Crown land available for
cultivation. Why, then, is it not thr(!)wn open
for cultivation? He said in another instance
that all the best land had been taken up and
that we had only the rocks left. These
statements are mutually contradictory. How
does the Premier view this matter of an inquiry into the Lands Department 1 If the
Department has been straight, and I have no
doubt the offiGers have been straight, DOl' do
I charge the honorable gentleman in power
there to-day with being guilty of any malpractices in the Department-Mr. MURRAY.-I wish you would come
out in the open and make a fair, clear,
definite charge.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-""Ve bowled out
one of your Ministry the other day. '''-e
do not want to bowl two of you out.
Mr. MURRAY.-Do yOll mea.n to convey the
imputation that you can bowl me out?
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-You are not out
yet.
Mr. MUHRAY.-You will not get me out at
all.
}Ir. PRENDERGAST. -As to the question of the Mildura land we find, according
to the residents of Mildura, that some of the
land, about 25,000 acres or 30,000 acres, has
been taken up by a syndicate, who are running it from London. That may be done
under Act of Parliament, but the result of it
is that the people of Mildnra have to pay 4s.
or 5s. per head for permission to graze their
cattle.
Mr. BENT.- 'Vhy did you not help me t~
stop the Mildura swindle at the start 1
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~1r. PRENDERGAST.-I was not in the
House at the time. Before I conclude my
speech to night I wish to say that the position taken up by the Goverument in connexion with the reforms that are de8ired in
this country has not been one that can be
In a number of instances the
admired.
Ministry have stepped up to a certain line,
and have done in some things all that
could be desired, but in those questiens that constitnte real reform in every
country-such questions as those of adult
suffrage, the enfranchisement of the people,
and the proper taxation of the people-in
such questions as preventing men from
monopolizing land in front of a.dvancil~g
settlement, proper factory legislation, arbitration, and other matters of that descriptionthey have shO\yn themselves lamentably
behind the times. Unless Ministers come
forward with propositiolls of this kind to help
the peol?le of the country they will not have
fulfilled their trust to the House and to the
country for the pnrpose of providillg those
things which the people desire, and which
should ue first given to enable the people
themselves to govern themselves. 'Ve have
a proposition, for instance, to make voting
compulsory, but we have llO proposit.ion for
compulsory registration. "Ve have a proposition for compulsory voting, and yet if
you travelled through the electorates in
which I have been la.tely-the electorates of
Gleuelg and Banvon-you will behold the
spectacle of hundreds of young men and old
men, too, whose names are off the roll, Hnd
whose rights are rendered llull and void
because there is no possibility as the law now
stands of getting their names on the roll.
The bogus reform party that existed in this
country some time ago did nothing whate\'er
in the direction of true reform. The only
result was to throw us back by years illstead
of bringing us up to time, and to shackle
our hands by preventing the people who
could not get on the rolls from the possibility
of getting votes at all. The Government
propose to adopt compulsory voting in the
interests of the property-owners, but where
working men are concerned who are
eompelled to change their homes and to go
from place to place, and who have to apply
for electors' rights, no meallS is provided for
placing them on the roll. H you place compulsory voting on the statute-book to-day, as
proposed, you will llleet the views of the
property-owner, bnt it will not meet the case
of the other men to whom I have referred.
Mr. BOYD.-They can get on the roll if
they want to.
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)11'. PRENDERGAST.-How is it possible
for a man who continues at work from 7
o'clock in the morning until G o'clock at
night to get to a place which is only open
from 10 a.m. till 4 p.m.? I wi8h the honorable member would show me how that can
be accomplished.
:Mr. BOYD.-Before an election the oftice
is kept open till 10 o'clock at night.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-If the Premier
will do something of this description and
will adopt those lines of reform that will
have the effect of placing the power in thehands of the peopl~, he will be doing something to the advantage of the community.
But in the meantlnJe some of the reforms hecarries wili be of doubtful benefit. Closer
settlement without any provision for compulsory purcha&e and without a proper land
tax will anly improve the position of theland-holder, and that will not be to theadvantage of the people of this country.
Mr. BENT.-Suppose we moved the compulsory clause to-night, and suppose it is:
rejected by another place, what will you do
next year?
)lr. PRKNDERGAST.-If the Premier
comes forward. with a compulsory clause he
will fil~d no heartier supporter than llqself,
but considering the statement made by the·
honorable gentleman, and the position
adopted in the Governor's speech, 1 cannot
refrain from saying that in neither place
ha.ve the Government adopted an attitudewhich can commend itself to the country, orwhich can prove of advantage to the wants.
of the country. rrhat heing so, I feel bound
to move an amendment to the motion for
the adoption of an Address-tn-Reply. 1 beg
to moveThat the following words be added to the
motion :-" But we have to express our regret tha.t
there appears to be no intention to introduce
measures to provide for a progressive land tax or
for compulsory purchase by the ()loser Settlement.
Board."

The Honse divided on the amclldmentAyes
17
Noes ...
~8
)Iajority against the amendment 11
AYES.
~Ir.

"

Beard
Beazley
H. S. "Bennett
Bromley
Colechin
Hannah
Lemmon

"

Outtrim

"

~IcGrath

.Mr.
"
"
"

Prendergast
Sangster
Smith
Solly
Vvnrde
Wilkins.
Tellers:
Mr. J. W. Billson
Elmslie.
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NOES.

Mr. Bent
E. H. Cameron
" Campbell
" Craven

"

:\11'. Kirkwooll
" Langdon
" Mackey
,\1 acki illlOll
" McUregor
, • .McKem,:ie
" ~fcLeO(l
" :\1 urray
Thomson
" Toutcher

!>own,v,u·tl

l>llffus
Fairhairn
Farrer
" Forrest
Sit· Samuel (iillott
Mr. Uraham

"

\\'att.

(fray

Har~is

Holdeu
Keast

I
j

Tellers:
:\11'. Argyle
" Boyd.

1'11'. COLECHIN.-I desire to say a word
or two on the debate .for the adoption of the
Address-in.Heply. I regret very mnch that
one of our members is absent through illness.
III conseqnence of the result of the vote
which has just been taken I notice that some
of the good men and true who were so
strongly in favour of this amendment on the
platform have forgotten all the promises they
made apparently with so much sincerity. 1
notice in the Governor's address that he
speaks of the hountiful rains and the profitable returns, and the blessing of Providence
is also mentioned. It has been said in the
HOllse time aftl'r time by members of the
J\1ini~tl'.r that they have been the sole cause
of whatevCl' progress has been made during
the hu;t three or fOllr years.
e also know
that there iiS nothing' which speaks more
clearly or more distinctly in referellce to
whatever progress ha~ bel'n made thnn the
fact that Pl'lwidence has been so good to
us-making up indeed for what the State
has lo~t previously through drought, want
of freight, and passengers paying the fares,
that is those people who have been able to walk
on and walk off the traillS. 'rhe high rates that
have had to he paid OIl the rail wa),shas been one
cause of the surplus. Another thing is the
extra taxation that has
been imposed.
There is Hn amount of unrest not ouly in the
electorate which I have the honour tQ )'epresent, but all over the country where private
and public meetings have been held condemlling the Government. hecause they imposed a tax which they stflted would be of
only a temporary character, and now refuse to
make lin)' alteratie)U in it whatever. Take the
case of freights and fares to be reduced.
I t was promised on the floor of the
House, and in the press, that these
would be red llced.
Great
red uctiOllS
were to take place, but we have not yet
seen them. The promises made have been
broken in nearly every instance. The Government is going to hold to a tax which they
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said was to be only temporary, and they are
causing the very people whQ supported them
so thoroughly in years past sneh uneasiness
that 1 think the HOl1se should be dissatisfied
with the Government's refusal to keep their
promise.
I notice that the Government are
prepared to pay their debts. I am sure no
member on this (the Opposition) side of the
House will do anything bllt express llpproval
at that. action. They have advocated that
in the past, and urged it on every Government ..
Mr. \VA'L'T.-That is not so.
~lr. COLEC'H IN.-The question of local
loans is one that tho Labour Party has al ways
endeavoured to force on the Governmentthat they had no righ~. to go to other
countries to borrow money if they can borrow it in this country.
Mr. "VA1."r.-That~ is not so either.
:Mr. COLECHIN. - Parliament was so
stupid as tl\,/ carry a Bill to allow municipalities to go and borrow money when
they had no right to do so. Municipal
magnates in this House have been able to
lead weak-kneed Governments in an extraordinary way, and the municipal councils
were allowed to go to the old country to
borrow money at an average of 1 to 2 per
cent. more, taking the extra charges, than
should have been paid. That was a sorry
spectacle. Councils borrowed thousands and
thousands of pounds and squandered it in
building town-halls and other things quite
different from the schedules which were
prepared. Therefore, I say, that as far as the
Opposition is cOllcerned, we are extremely
satisfied with that portion of the address that
deals with the question of loans. I believe
that twenty years ago, if snch men as are 011
the Opposition side of the House now, and who
represent labour in the Federal Parliament,
had been ma.naging the affairs of the State,
there wonld have been no necessity to borrow
to so large an extent. They would have
managed by paying- their way and not
squandering money on people who would not
develop their lands, but who came to
Melbourne to make weak-kneed Governments
build rail ways through their estates.
Mr BOYD.-One of the Federal labour
members said he would build a railway to
the moon.
Mr. COLECHIN. - I eould show that
certain influence was hrought to bear for the
construction of lines where there was no
evidence that those lines were likely to pay,
and I think I could mentiotl the names of
men who went dllwn to the Railway Department themselves to use their influence. The
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Minister of Lands spoke of political influence
when the leader of the Opposition was speaking. If there were any dishonest intJuence
from the Labonr l>arty
am sure it would
De very soon talked about. The immigratiQn question is touched on in the Governor's
speech, and it seems to have been shot in
there, although I suppose it is more of a
Federal matter than a que~tion for the State
Parliament. At a meeting in Tasmania
recently assisted immigration was spoken of ;
but I am satisfied that, if there is to be any
immigration that will be beneficial to this
State, those immigrants must be attrac.lted
from other portions of the world by proper
management of our affairs and by showing
that those people already here will be treated
fairly by being put upon the land and given
employment. In the old times, when this
country was more in need of population than
it is t\-t the present time, ~here might have
been some justification for using State
money to pay the f~tres of people coming
here; but while there are hundreds of people
outside this House who have no employmentalthough the Premier practically denied that
the unemployed were walking round the
streets looking for work-what kind of an
advertisement is that for the country 1
What is the good of sending ahroad to other
people to come here. while we have cables
going Home saying that we are not able to
find employment for a day or two for onr
own people 1 I say it is unfair to ask the
people of tbis State to pay to assist immigrants to come here when we admit that we
are practically unable to provide employment
for onr own men, who have starving wives
and children at home.
Mr. ~T A'l''l'.-Chal'acteristic rubbish!
Mr. COLEOHIN.-My belief is that if
we extend the right to vote amongst the
people to the same extent as has been done
in New Zealand and other countries, after a
fair trial we shall have far beUer legislation
than we have now. As the late Mr. Seddon
wisely said-" Trust the people." Yon do not
trust the people if you refuse them a vote.
r am sure that it is unfair to refuse any man
the rigl:-t of getting his name 011 the Stitt;)
rolls as easily as he can on the Commonwealth rolls. 1 am going to ask later on for
a return to be placed on the tabie of the
House, showing the cost of the preparation
of the State rolls, and I am going to COmp[He
it with the Commonwealth figures, and
show how mallY more of the ·population
are placed upon the Commonwealth rolls
by the method of the Commonwealt.h Government than on the rolls of the State Parlia-
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ment.
think it will be seen that there is
just as much money or more spent by the
State Government in preparing their rolls
as the Commonwealth Government expend
in the same direction. The Government would
be acting wisely in giving the people the
right to vote. The question of the reciprocity of Ravillgs banks is to be dealt with, but
I do not know whether there arc nllY savings
banks ill Victoria that are not already amalgamated. Whether it is that some of t,he old
banks that went bung have become registered
again under different names are to be provid(~d
for do not know, bllt I think honorable members should watch this very closely. It is a
matter that wants explailling. In connexion
with the proposal for hall-marking gold and
silver, it will be remembered that for years
efforts have been made in this House and outside to have the State mint its own silver.
Hall-marking- of jewellery is only for the
benefit of a few people, and so is the minting
of gold; but if the Sta.te went ill fOl' minting
its own silver, that would be f61' the benefit of
the whole people. The llverge cost of minting
sil ver now is fronI 28. :-ld. to 2s. 4d. per Ollnce.
The minting of silver here would not cost
more than the difference between the average
CORt and 2s. 6d.
1'he sil vel' coins brought
here cost 5s. an ounee. Yet we find the
Government-}Ir. W ATT.-They could not do it.
Mr. COLECHIN. - They eould. ·We
have heard of hundl'eas of things that could
not be got, li.ke woman's franchise, bnt we
have got them. We have heard of hundreds
of things from such men as t he honorable
member for Essendon, who is oneof the back
numbers.
had to qnote his speeches last
session to show that he says O:le thing one
night and another thing anotber night.
Mr. VVA'I''J'.-vVe will lose you shortly and
that will be a. Godsend.
~Ir. COLECHI N.-I never held a position
yet that r was not able to hold.
~1r 'vV ATT.-Yes, with all your teeth.
Mr. COLECHIN.-And every position I
have taken has been higher than the one I
left. r am not asking this for Catanach nor
anyone else. The next point is in reference
to the River Murra.y. I took the opportunity of going to the VVarl'l13 muaol district, and that is the ouly district that was
marked on onr list to be avoided. It was
stated that ~9 out of every lOu in \Varrnambool were in fa.vour of the first Federal Constitution Bill, alld that it was not necessary
tu go there. I went there. as allother engagement had fa.llen through. and stated the case
to the people who had already heard of the
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great amI grand things in connexion with the
Murray water1'! and everything under Federation.
It is H. pity that we hear of two
:Murra.ys. rrhere are two MllrraYH according
to the Age.
\Ve know that the money
lemier amI the squatter own Hiverina,
nnd that is yery casily settled. rrhere is one
Murray which might be made a tributary of
the other. If it was it might be able to
cleanse itself by the back wash of the principal MlIl"l'ay at flood time. It might thus
be wa8hed uf its Billingsgate. Theu we Gome
to closer settlenlCut. It is practically adInitted that this Govl;)rnment have failed to
carry ont closer settlement in the interests of
the farmen; and the settlers of this country.
Had the Premier t.aken ad vice from the
Opposition side of the House amI the
lemler of the Opposit.ion, the result might
have been different. I am satistied by the
action of thc Oovernmellt ill mentioning
closer settlement iu the Governor's speech
that they are prepared to admit that it has
been a failure in many respects. l{eference
is made to the Small Improved Holdings Bill,
and the Government are prepared to make
certain alterations, and to recover. if possible,
the ground they have lost in Bot giving us a
Closer Settlement Act sllch a.s we desired.
"rhat measure was 110 innovation of ours; we
got it from a little country that is not as
goml as Ollrs. .:\'o\\', we lHn-e been told at
Glenelg, at Barwoll, at Brighton, in the
Goverllor's speech, and on the floor of this
Honse, that the Government are going to do
SOLlle grcat and ~()od thillg in the Small Improved Holdings Bill. If you take the Hansard of 11 th Deccmbcr last you will find that
wc, the mcmbers OIl the Opposition side of the
Honse, bL'g~ed the noYCrnmellt lIot to prorogue Parliamcnt until a Small Improved
Holding'S Bill had heen passed ill the interests
<>f the farmers of this country, and especially
the poor f:lrmers of Glenelg and Banron.
~Ir. WATT.-They laid you ont flat.
:\[1'. C( )LECHIN.-They alwll.ys gave me
all excellent reception, and the Premier
kuows that, because he was in the crowd on
two ol'casions. P nlike the usual platform
mall, who often attacks a man behind his
back, 1 attacked the Premier ill his presence,
and onc (Jf the local papers said it was a pity
that t.he Premier did not wait to hear some
of the g'ooll things I said ahollt him.
-:\Ir. "'.\'1''I'.-'1'he paper called you a windbag.
':\Ir. COLECHlN.-It was not the same
paper.
-:\lr. BOYI>.-Did not that paper say you
,,"cre a hurdy-gurdy 7
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Mr. COLECHI~.-That paper had thirtyseven articles in it in one day in favour of the
Government candidate, and most of its statements were untrue. One man said that it had
no truth except in the advertisements, but I
think Qne or two things that were stated about
the Government were true. I see some good in
this Government, and I am prepared to assist
them in everything I believe in. When they
bring in any measure that I approve of they
will have no stronger snpporter than I.
Mr. WA'l'l'.-What about the Geelollg
Harbor Bill ?
Mr. COLECHIN.-I supported that Bill.
I do not desire to withdraw anything I have
said as a public man, and I have never
wobbled as the hOllorable Baember for Essendon did. ·When I cross the floor it will be
for a good reason and not to crawl to any
Ministry. 'l'he time will ('ome when the
people of this country will rise, as in New
Zealand, and demand proper land legislation
and other legislation so as to make Victoria,
as the late )lr. Seddon said, the COUll try that
it ought to be. 'Vhen we had the banquet
to Mr. Seddon ill this Honse unfortnna.tely
the leader of the 0pI.JOsititHl had to be away,
and I sent one of the officers of the House to
the Secretary of the Labour Party asking
him if he would invite Mr. Seddon into ~he
Labonr room. rrhe honorable member for
Albert Park invit.~d Mr. ~eddon, and the
Labour Party had half-an-hour with him in
their room. I~ anything could strengthen
me in th8 work I am doing it would be the
,yords we heard frorn that great man in that
half-hour.
He told us that our country
needed such legislation as our party were
promulgating, that it had made New Zealand
God's own couutry, and that Victoria. would
be a. paradise if we conld get snch legislation.
He g,Lve us further advice which I need not
repeat now.
Does the Premier now say
that I ever danced ill this House to any
tune, or that I ever objected to the Premier
giving anything to . Portland or Glenelg1
I hope that when the honorable gentlernan
speaks a.gain he will at lea~t purge himself of
the slander tha.t he uttered in tha.t statement
at Glenel~. I do llOt suppose that it did me
much harm. The honorable gentleman heard
me alls\\'erill~ it with some effectiveness before a meeting one ni~ht of 1,000 or 1,500
people. I sellt a letter to the Age newspaper
and to the lIn·ald. The Herald published
the lctter,but the Age was good enough to hide
it.
I took the trouble to read it to my
people, and J believe, as others believe, that
instead of that statement doing me any harm
it has done me good.
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Mr. WATT.-Read the letter here.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I may give it later Oil.
I have not got it with me to-night, or I should
be willing to read it. Then we read the question of providing add itional travelling facilities. Do not honorable members think that
the first thing that should be done should be to
carry out the promises that have been made
in reference to the reduction of freights and
fares, which in some cases are 20 and 25 per
cent. mIre than they should be ~ Take the
fares to Geelong. We have people travelling
from Geelong to Melbourne daily to attend to
businesH, and others who travel sometimes
twice a week. The object of the Department
should be to meet the eonvenience of these
people. The Department has been charging
too much in freights agd fare!ol. A reduction
should be made, more especially as the Department has to compete with steamer services. The high cbarges are dri ving passengers and freight from the people's liue. The
Jeaat thing the Premier could do, as Minister
of Railways, would be to look into thio matter,
and to say that not only Geelong-, but other
places in the country, will be considered, as
was promised last February. 'l'hen we sec
that the system of separate represen tatioll is
to be abolished. This step bas been taken
very tardily, but the abulition is to come at
last.
This is admission No. :3 that the
Government have failed in one of their great
measures that they go~ passed by Parliament.
By passing such separate representation the
Government picked out flue portion of
the community and said, ,. Yon shall
not vote like other men," and t he only eXCIlSf!
the Government could give for that
was that politicians had been waited
upon by the public servants, and had been
worried about certain things, and the Members of Parliament had not the strength to
resist the State employes in the Railway and
other Depa.rtments.
This I regard as an
admission by the men who brought in that
measure that they had not sufficient backbone to say" No" when it was honest to refUf!e, and not sufficien t backbone to say " Yes"
when they should do so.
Mr. BOYD.-Pretty, this is.
Mr. COLECHIN.-It may be, but it is
true. The honorable member, I believe,
voted for this policy. The present proposal
of the Government il::) an admission of failure.
Then we have a reference to the Melbourne
and Metr0politan BJard of Works. It was
generally consIdered Ula.t poor FitzGibbon
produced the Board of Works Bill. When a
Conference was held for the purpose of finding
out what alterations should be made in the

Address-in-Reply.

Board, with the assistance of a man who was
in this House, Mr. Best, who only did his duty
as solicitor, the matter wat; so worked
that the Conference, which should lune taken
up the _question of the Illelllbel's of the
Board and the chairmalJ, attacked Llllly the
work-people and the engilleer~. T he constitution of tLe Board, as I showed at the
time, was not the coinage of the ehairman's
own brain, but was copied from the old
London Board of Works Act of I ~6.) or 1866.
rrime after time it was shown before a Hoyal
Commission, I think, that the very constitution of that Act in the old country brought
in as much bribery and ~orruption in Loudon
as any Act that had ever passed through the
HOllse of Commons, and yet, forsooth, although it had been drummed out of existence
in England, the system was brought into
operation here, and the parliamentarians of
Victoria apparently did )lOt know that it
was a copy of the London Board of W orks Act~
with the amount of the chairman's B8,lary
the same, and with only a few new provisions.
That system was brought into existence
here, notwithstanding all the black marks
that were pIIl.ced against it in England, and
it was brought in as quite a new thing. I
think I first attacked it in 1892 or 1893,
and called it the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Bunglers, alld later on it was'
proposed to take the sewage tv Bream Creek,
60 miles away. About lS~7 a promise was
made that the earliest opportunity would be
taken to reform the Board, but what do we
find? The Premier, last session, tabled a
Bill, and rushed it through this Ilouse, to.
allow the Board to borrow £i 50,000, and increase the rates, which, in every case, means
raising the rents of the poor.
The
Board have been allowed to go on according to
their
own
sweet
will~
nnder the same cumbersome mode and
manner of management, notwithstanding an
the mismanagement in the past. The sewerage work is practically completed, so far as
concerns a great deal of the engineering
work, about which the Premier knows BO
mnch, aud yet we find that the Board are
allowed to bQ)rrow a11 th is money and raise rates,
which means raising the rents. Now, after
the Board ha.ve been given this new lease of
life, we are to consider the question once mor&
in this last session of Parliament. I had the
honour to be on the first Conference in COllnexion with the Board, not the wbite-washing
Conference th~,t was arranged ~y the Melbourne City Council to wipe out the work
that had been done by the first Conference. T
took a great interest in the matter, and the
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Geelollg people thanked me on many occasioHs for Ill)' services. 1 opposed the mad
propm;al to take the sewag~ 60 miles away.
It wonld never have got that far in the summel', with all the water the Yau Yean could
~pare, and I was the man who was singled out
for attack on that qnestion. The answer to
my objections was a very stupid onE', aud it
did Ine a great deal of good.
1\11'. W ARDE.-Geelou-g never forgot it, when
they sent you here.
Mr. COLECrIIN.-I did what I did then,
not to get into any councilor into allY ~linis
try, but beca.use I and others believed that
we were right. Then we have another extraordigary thillg ill the Governor's speech.
'fhe Premier is going to do away with the
disorderly conduct at public meetings.
'rhree newspapers to my knowledge hal'e
already cautioned the Go\'ernment for usillg
language on the platform likely to provo)<e
disorder lUHl riM. 1 think oneofthe verv IJest
things we could do, if the promised Biil ever
reache:-; us, i:-; to get a ela.llHe inserted prQviding that all public men who use disgraceful null bad lunguage on the platform at
public meetings should be prosecuted and
fined. I would not implison for the first,
offence. rl'here Rhonld be a tine not exceeding £5 for the I1rst oifenee. I do not know
what I would do for a second offence. The
lan~lIage that was llsod through the Glenelg
electorate, and which was jJrinted-I have it
here somewhere in a newspaper cutting-was
disgraceflll. The language that was used in
J3an\'Oll sometim('s W!lS worse, I (10 llOt mince
matters if attacked, hut there were many
things t-;aid at those public meetings which I
should not like to see printed in llansflJ'd. Referellcl' was there made to two honorable mem1>ersof this House who hold high and illnstrolls
positions. rrhey were references I regretted
to hear, but I am inf<ilrmed thai they were
}Jerfcctly true. At any rate, I am not going
to nse the language here.
I kilO\\" they
are gentlemen, and I have seen them acting as gentlemen, and I believe they are
nl WHyS goillg to so cond nct, themsel yes in
futlll'c. Then we have the t-;tatement
of the Premier m, to whether Colechill works.
The question was "Does
Colechill work? " Next we had the Millis~er
of Lands stating that I only worked with my
ja \\'. [lmow an honorable gen:;lem:m. \\' hQ
is said to have wandered about the Western
Di!':trict, and to have done nothing but work
with his gills, with a blallk lubra- following
him about ft'om sha.nty to shanty. And ~till I
believe he was an honorable gentleman, and I
am not going to say that he is not a gentleman.
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The Premier knows that thirty-six years ago I
worked for oyer 70 hours a week for a friend
of his.
lVIr. BENT.-That is right.
Mr. COLEUHIN.-He wa.s a gentleman,
a man as well educated a~ any in this House.
He assisted the Premier when he contested
Brigllton the first time. He was so honorable that when he believed alcohol should
not be sold over the connter he gave away
half his business in a moment. I have
worked from that time until to.day, for over
thirty.six years, and never had a month's holiday Oil cnd. I do not believe the Premier would
have said that I did not work-I suppose it
was an election dodgp. to ask " Does Colechiu
\\'ork~ "-beeause he knows I ahvays work
very h:'!,rd indeed, and have earned all the
nl'Hley 1 ever had.
:Mr. BENT.-Jf I sa.id that, I withdraw it
Mr. COLECIIIN (to Mr. Bel1t).-Thank
JOu.
My luxuries have becn absolntely
none. My leisure ha!-l been given to municipal work thctt my friends in this HOllHe have
given me credit for, not Illly by word of
mouth, bllt in writing-an honorable career,
both in political and municipal matters. I
do not think those honorable gentlemen
,,'ould hn ve dared to ~;ay those things about
me in Ueelollg three or foul' 1Ionrs later when
the workers had left their work. I know that
one of them had one man hv his neckerchief and was goillg to choke tlilll one night
for saying a good deal less.
Mr. BOYD.-UO yon ha\'e ruffians going
about in Geelollg ?
Mr. COLECHIN.-Thev could not stand
the slanders that wele h~rled at me. I give
the hOl1orable member credit for having
helieved a lie that was told him about the
Labour l)arty, or I do not think he would
have repeated it ill the Glenelg electorate.
For thirtY-8ix ycctrs and nine months T have
been more Qr less associated with Geelong,
and their meetings are orderly.
Mr. BOYD.-Everything 1 said at Glenelg
was trne.
Mr. SANGSTER.-You are a low cad.
Mr. WATT rose to a poillt of order. He
said he heard the hOllorable member for
Port Melbourne describe the honorable memher for l\1elbourne as a low cad_ He did not
know whether the honorable member for
Melbourne heard it or not, but surely it was
an unparliamentary expression, and ought to
be withdrawn.
The SPEAKER.-I did not hear the
expression, but I would ask the honorable
member if he did nse it to withdraw it_
::\11'. SANGSTER.- You did not hear it ?
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'rhe SPEAKER.-I did not heal' it.
::Mr. SANGSTl£R.-Then that is all right.
)fr. W ATT.-Is the Chair powerless on
an occasion of this kind?
'fhe SPEAKER.-No. If the honorable
mem bel' for Essendon says the words were
spok(;lu, then, although I did not hear them,
I will rule that they are disorderly, alld ask
the honorable member who used them to
withdraw them.
Mr. SANGS1'ER.-What am I to withdraw?
~rhe SPEAKER.-The statement of the
honorable member for Ess8ndon is that the
honorable member for Port Melbourne
described the honorable member for MelbOllrne as a low cad. That is quite disorderly, and the honorable member will
certainly have to ,vithdraw the expression.
Mr. l:;ANGSTlm.-I did not take the floor.
The honorable member for Geelong was
speaking.
The SPEAKER. - Did the honorable
mem bel' use the expression, or did he not ~
Mr. l:;ANGSTI£R.-I did use it.
The SPEAKER.-Then I will ask the
honorable member to withdraw it.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I meant it, but I will
withdraw it.
~[r. BorD.-It is only beer taiking.
It
doe~ not mal<e allY difference.
Mr. SANGST I<:R.- You are a liar.
The SPEAKER.-I certainly heard that
expression. 'Vhether the honorable 11lember
meant it 01' not, he will with~raw it.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I withdraw it.
Mr. ~1 cGRATH.-I think the honorable
member for Melbourne should first be made
to withdraw his [Statement that it was only
the "heer talking."
The ~PEAKER.-I am sorry to say I
hear a great deal of "bare talking" in this
Cham.ber. I d0 not think the expression was
disorderly. If it was, a good deal of my
time would be occupied ill rulillg hunorable
members out :)f order.
Mr. II. S. BI~NNETT (Ballamt West).-The
honorable member for Melbourne did not say
it was "bare talking," bllt ., beer talking."
The SPEAKEH..-lf the honorable member said ., beer talking," I will ask him to
withdraw it. I mistouk the expression.
Mr. BOYD.-I did say it, but I will with·
draw it.
The SPEAKEH.-Of course, that expression is highly disorderly.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I should think so, even on
that (the Ministerial) side.
'rhe SPEAKER.-I will not allow the
honorable member to reflect upon the Chair.
I do not care from what side disorder comes,
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I will try to do justice to all sides in this
House, as I have always done in the past.
Mr. SANGSTRH--I withdraw.
Mr. CO LEe IlIN.-With reference to the
Gembrook accident, the Minister of Hailways
should not allow anyone to be singled ont for
punishment in the way the engine-driver has
been. I understand the man did his duty,
and was not to blame to the extent that
the officers of
the Department seemed
to consider he was.
The verdict of the
Court of Inquiry showed clearly that the
state of the road was the first, if not the sole,
cause of the accident. I hope the 1\1 inister
of H.ail ways and the Government will inter·
fere in this case, and show the officers who
have sat in judgment on themselves and
brought· their OW11 evidence, brought in their
own verdict, dismissed themselves as being
blameless and punished an innocent man,
even though the punishment was not severe,
that sllch things will not be tolerated in a
free country. What becomes of Ollr belief iu.
our freedom and the right of every man to
get a hearin~, and to have a charge proved
against him before he is punished, if a man
is to be fined and have his character taken
away by the very people who are really to
blame according to the evidence of the court
appointed by the Government? I hope the
man will be reinstated, and \>e told plainly
that he is not the man that should have been
punished, unless some one else also had been
punished more severely than
he
was.
I have heen over the scene of the accident,
and talked with the oldest residents in the
district) and I have come to the conclusion that
the train was very hfavily laden, and was not
travelling any faster than the engine-driv6rs
may feel called upon to travel in order to make
up their time, knowing that if they do not do so
they will get into t.rouble. I never met this
man in mylife,blltfrom theevidence,and from
what I have seen and read, I hope the Minister of Hailways will look carefully into the
matter, and state that the blame rested not
with this nlan, but with the officers whose
duty it was to keep the road in order. I
understand it is the function of one of the
Commis5ioners to see that the track is kept
in good order, but if nearly all the men are
taken off, and the track is starved, the life
of none of U8 is safe. It behoves everyone
of us to see that other pu>rtions of t he railways are not starved in the way this particular part was, and that this man is pnt
back in his position without a statu upon
his character. Mention is made of the
question of decentralization. The Government were good enough to discllss the
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que~tion, and pronlise that they ,vonld do
a.ll ill their power to prevent centralization.
One reform thl'V shonld introduco in fail'lles~
to country cent~re~ i~ to extend the principle
of free huilLling pa~Hes, perhaps also reducing
the alllount ,,,hieh it is necessary fur a lllan
to spelld 011 a house before he Cal~ get a pass,
and thus pllt those who build at or near
COUll try cen tl'es on au eq nal footillg wi th
those who build arollnd ~lclboul'l1e. This
would lIe au important step towards decentralization. I am Horry the (;ovcrlllnent have
not seen fit to bring in a Usury Prevention Bill.
I have tried my best ever since I have been
in thi~ House to get such a measure passed.
'1'he men that the )finister of Lands spoke
of here as having been a~sisted by him would
hail that Bill with delight. If it was passed
they would not be so likely to have to go tu the
honorable gont Ionian for assistance. Farmers,
shopkeepers, ei \'il Hcrvants, workmen, and
others who have borrowed money have
writtell to l11v~elf and to the honorable
member for Albert Park, who seconded
the Bill last Hession for me, urging the
necessitv fllr le/.!'islatiye action.
\Vithill
the last day or t wo a case was published
in the press where ont' of these brntes,
with claws like a vulture, lends £.'5,
gets £4 back, seizes a musical instrument
worth £24-, and then sends a hill in for £ 10
more. Englund has passed all Act to stop
this horrible practice of usury, which means
not fair intel'mlt, but dishonest interest and
roguery, ,vhile similar action has bel'n taken
in UermtUlY, France, Italy, the United
States of America, and Canada. 'Why do our
Goverument refuse to take action? It was
stated in the press last session that the Uovernlllent were going to meet me to see what
could he done to get the Bill through, but
here tht'y produce their programme for the
lIew session ''''ith not a word about this most
urgently-needed measure. That is not fair
to this House, bl'cause I know there are a
number of members on both sides who have
been approached hy people who have suffered
most se\'e1'ely in the clutches of the money
lender.
1 am glad to be able to say
that I have never been in the hands of any
money lcndt'r, and that J owe 110 man anything, although I am a poor mall, and I
snppose 1 always will be so long al:l L do the
work 1 am dQing, bnt 1 am doing it to carry
out my principles, and to do my best for the
people of thi!3 State. 1 gee nothing about
municif'Htl franchise reform or real up-to-date
land reform in the Governor's speech. Factory legislation has been neglected to a
large extent. I have copic<l from the GerL
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long Advertisl!r portions of a speech deliverec1
by the ~linister of 'Wat('r Supply which was
really an attack upon the members of' thi~
(the Opposition) side of the Honse, as well
as a speech dealing with the legislation ()f
the past and the legislation of the future.
I look upon the honorable gentleman as olle
of the best lllell ill this Honse to put a
case. 1 ollly wish we had him 011 our side.
At any rate, I am satisfied that had the
honorable gentleman known as much about
New healand't'! le/.!'islatioll at that time as he
does now, he would not have made that statement. It would be j llst as easy for Dr. Broda"
who was here the other day, to have gOlle
away from these shorol:l aftt'r having tll,ken ill
all the pabulum pumped into him at the
Melbourne and the Australian Clulm, and to
have made just al:l ridiculous statements as
were made by the ~Iinister of Water Supply
with reference to the legislation of ~ ew
Zealand. vVe know how easy it is for a man,
who perhaps is an able man, to be pORted up
by the reform party, and he will give you all
the information and make it appear al:l true
as gospel. The statements to which 1 refer
were made by the Millister of 'ValeI' Supply
and reported in the (jee{ong Ad1'el"1~Se1" of
15th June, 1906. The Advertiser l-ipeakl:l C!)f
the ~[inister as having made a "tine speech."
JIr. 1ll0111field Brown, who is known locally
as " Bloomy" Brown, was in the chair. The
report saysMr. Swinburne said he went there to show
them the true meaning of the legislation of the
presen t time.

He was to be the soothsllyer and illterpretorgeneral.
He was glad they (the two parties) disagIeed
at the present time, as it was the most prosperous
time V ictoria had ever seell.

Of course, he did not tell them about tho
lInemplo:yed, he left all that out, nor did he
say anything about the 10::;s of population.
There are nearly two columns of the report,
and I am Inissillg a large portioll of it.
Here they were, ronse!l by two political parties.
. . . . . He wished to put aside all wild talk.
He neyer indulged in personal abuse.

"Vas that referrillg to the statement of the
two honorable members only four hour:; preyiously on the squatter's balcony 1 I sn1'po~ the honorable gentleman had that in
llis mind. He saidA politician should take a politician on his political attitude.

I quite agree with that. I think it is the proper way to take a politician on the platform or
in this House, aud not to descend to Billingsgate .

The Govemo1"s Speech:
~Ir. W ATl'.- YO'l have repented, evidently.
Mr. COLECHIN.-The Minister said-

This Government has brought the finances from
b&d to spleudid.

He said nothing about Providence or the rain
.of the enormous traffic through the splendid

grain season. Then he goes OIl to say that
the Pure Food .Act was grand and far
reaching, but he did not say that it was
scarcely applied yet. He said it was so
advanced that this Government was looked
up to by all Australia. Now, as a matter
{)f fact, the Pure Food Bill was brought into
this Hon~e, and was afterwards sent over to
another place. 'rhey made inquiries and
took evidence, and they hurled all kinds of
~pithets at the measure.
They called it all
sort~ of things, and then this precious Government which is being Jo()ked up to by all
Australia. for its Pure Food Act, if we are to
believe the Minister of 'Vater Supply, backed
dowll, lost its backbone completely, and
like a jelly fish adopted the ad vice of another
place alld a,ppointed three geutlclllen, of whom
two, at least, are merchants in Melbourne,
to carry out the work which Dr. Norris alld
the Department with the Minister of 'Yater
t;upply at their head-and he would be a
splendid lllan to manage it-might very well
have heen allowed to perform. It is to he
left chiefly to the Food Standards Committee,
and I believe that neither the Minister of
Water Supply nor the Government will have
very much to say as to the administration of
the Pure Food Act from this time out.
Mr. PHENDERGAST.-It will be the Chamber of Commerce, or something of that kind.
Mr. CULECHIN.-Of course, it is the
<;hnmber of Commerce that has been working up the evidence. These statements
by the ~lillister of ·Water Supply to the
Newtown electors
the night
before
the election were plain fudge.
Tbell
he dealt with other matters. He told
his audience, with regard to tilt' Small Improved Holdings Bill, that mortal man could
not do Inore for his fellow man. It was going
to uplift the people without the help of the
Labour Party. Thn,t must have brought
down the house 1 I do not know what; the
workers at the back of the audience thought
i>f it when he brought that off, or what they
would have said about this Government refusing to allow us a few hours last sesSiOB to go on with that very Bill that would
do something in the interests of the real
farmer -- llOt the Collins-street farmer
~r the man who farms the farmer, but
the real farmer of Yictoria, wh.o with
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his sons has been working so long, and
has been getting only a spoonful when
he should get an he requires. The Minister
of Water Supply stated later on that the
Labour Party were Socialists.
A little
further on he said they were not Socialists,
but that the Labour Party favoured State
monopolies. Did anyone ever hear that the
Post Office was a State monopoly, or that th
Lands Department was a State monopoly, or
that the \i\T ater Supply Department was a
State monopoly, or that the Hailways were a
State monopoly? I have never beard it put
that way before. I will give the Minister
credit for being very clever the night before
the election, when he stated that all these
things were State monopolies.
.Mr. 'Y A'l'T.-SO they are.
Mr. COLECHIN.-The honorablememher
&h~,uld read his dictionary, and see what the
word ., monopoly" means.
Mr. ,",~A1'l'.-What does it mean, then?
:Mr. COLECHIN.-I suppose it means a
monopoly for t he sale of goods, for one thing.
It certainly does not mean running the
rail ways for the benefit of the wh01e people.
Mr. \V A'l"l'.-Tell us what it does mean.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I am always trying to
educate the honorable member, hut it is ouly
waste of time. A little further on the
Minister saidHe supposed that the Labour Party had no wiseheads.

He stated that the programme of tha.t party
was alphabetical, and ran from A to Z, but
that there was nOlhing of "Y, Z" about it.
That was a very old Christy minstrel j ok
for the Minister to bring out. W"hat abou
the Government party'-Carlisle, Argyle,
Farrer, Bowser, Fairbairn, Thomson, and
Co.-are these all monopolists ~ I suppose
they have a monopoly of brains, and that
they suck np all the pabulum at their disposal in this Chamber, so that consequently
the Labour Party have no wiseheads, have no
logic, no proposal or platform worth looking
at.
It was said at Glenelg and Barwon
that hmlOrable members came from the
country, while the members of
the
Labonr Partv came from Melbourne.
The
fact 'is
that
many of those
honorable members themselves belong to
Melbourne. However, the old chestnut that
was trotted ou t by the Mill ister of ·Water
Supply about " wiseheads," shows how necessary it is for the Labour Party tu keep in
harness and begin to think, otherwise it will
be thought that honorable members opposite
have a monopoly of mental pabulum, and
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that we on this (the Opposition) side have
to Huck it from thelll. The Minister of Water

Supply stated in the sa,me Hpeech tlmtThe chief planks in the labour platform were
meaning less.

Surely I am justified in bringing this statement before the House, because if t,he
MiniHter i8 right, it i:-3 about time we (the
LabolLr Party) altered Oul' platform; but
I will shuw that he knows nothing auout it.
He WOUltlllot wel1,ry them with points.

He did not have any.
~e\'ell-eighths of the progra.mme of the Lahour
Party were the ide<~h; in many ways simply put by
different methods of e\'61'Y well-thinking HUll ill

the t'itate.

1 do not think that the editor himself could
understand that Hentcllce, but he printed it
and left it tl) his readers. I am informed
that one member of the sraff got a bad
headache in tr,)'ing to make something out
of it. Later 011 the honorahle gentleJlHtll
8aidI see uo reason why the State should not take
on ti1'C amllifc inSllrauue as in New Zea.land.

And t ben he went Oil to say that private
enterpl'iHe WitH bettl'r, Honorable members ",ill ~ee the cuunillg of the :;\1 illister and
of his pllrty. They arc prepared to believe
in State iwmrance, a.nd then they lie down
be::;iue it anu go to sleep, awl 11e\'01' do anything towards uringillg it about-lIo, Ilever,
never. '1'hel'o iH a great difference uetweell
the HVHtem of State life and tire inHurance -ill New /';ealalHl and the methods
adopted in Victoria by the great Australian Mutual Proyidellt Society and other
societies abont which we hea~' ::;0 lUuch,
and about the goml they are doing.
My
fumily kllow what that means. After COlltrihut.illg to olle of these societieH for forty
or fifty year~, lily parents never got a
farthing ill return. A lUan who was once my
employer in Geeloug came to me and t.old me
that one of these societies had robbed him of
£1,000, and 1 ga.ve him £10 in order to help
him keep his family, when I myself had to
bring up a large family of my own. 'Ve
were told by the Premier at Glene!g that thi::;
Govel'lllllent Htauds for pnrity. Is it not a.
matter of purity for ns to see that these poor
fellows-many of them young' men bringing up families -should have their illterests
protected when they pnt money into these
institutions 1 \Vonld it not be mnch better
if they had the State behind them instead of
being defrauded, as were my father and the
employer to whom 1 referred ~ This employer was absolutely stranded in Melbourne
with his little children, and was unable to get
Mr. Colechin.
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employment. He went from .Jne merchant's
office to another, and I succeeded in getting
him temporary employmellt in a small way.
1 had to assist him, and others had to do the
same. His brother, who is now in Geelong,
helped him to a large extent, and that man
lost a little more or less than £1,000 in an
institution from which he was snpposed todra.w
out a sum of money when he reached 60 or 65
years of age. He never got a farthing either
as bonus, interest or principal, a.nd yet we
are told by the precious purity Government leet.urrr that we are bringing forward wme ridiculous proposal that is
inferior to the present institutions, which
are being run, ill my opillion, not in
the interests of the people.
I have nothing to say against the Australian Mutual
Provident Society.
The Now Zealand
Government has vproved successfnl in its
insurance policy.
I brollght this matter
before the Honse ahout two years ago, and
the Premier promised ltle that he "'mild take
it to the ( abinet, and 1 believe it has been
there ever Hince,
~Ir. BENT.-Take what?
Mr, COLECHI.N.-The qne::;tioll of State
fire and life assnrallce.
Mr. BENT.-New Zealand is a big success
-with a hook.
Mr. COLEe HIX.- \Ye want to do away
with the people with hooked lloseH. The
Minister of 'Vater Supply said he saw no
reason why the State should not take the
quest.ion .f fire and life as~mra.nce in hand as
in New Zealand. That would justify the
audience in saying that he waH in favonr of
the proposal, and that he was as good as a
labour man. He added, so as to get out of
the hole. that he thought that pri vate
enterprise was better, the difference between
the State and tha individnal being the same
as between tweedledllm and tweedledee.
All'. BENT.-Is that Swinburne still ?
Mr. COLECHIN.-Yes. And I say that
in answering Mr. Swinburne, we answer one
of the best 111'311 ill the Honse. I say the
Minister of 'Vater Supply did not start out
fairly ill saying that there was no reason
why there should not be State insurance,
and finishing up hy saying that the only
difference between the State and the individual was the difference between tweedledllm
and tweedledee.
The Minister of "Tater
Hupply said at Newtown that he could not
understand some of the planks of the Labour
platform and tha,t it ,vaR ridiculous; bllt at
Glenelg he said he was in fq,Yonr of equal pay
for equal work. At:x ewtowll, he saill he
did not understand wlHlt that meant. \Ve
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find that while the members of the party
were working like Trojans at Glenelg, the
Minister was playing golf.
There were
dow'n
there
who
were
some men
paid to wipe out the Labour Party,
or rather the speeches of the Labour
Party. There is a section of the press
that will have to be held up before
the country from one end of the State to the
other, unless they are prepared to allow both
sides to be stated ill their columns. I say
it is unfair that words that were never
uttered in the speeches made should be published. Speeches were put in that were not
made at all. 1 spoke to one journalist, and
he said, "I have got a job, and 1 have to
f(.)llow Mr. Bent about, and put in anythillg
that he says, but nothing else." That is a.
good advertisement for the Premier. I suppose, as the Premier said about another
gentleman, tht'y were lookillg after the jokes
at the time.
Mr. BEN'f.-Your jokes are too heavy.
Mr. COLECHIN.-At Geelong how nice
it was. The Minister of 'Vater Supply was
at a meeting with "Blom" Brown in the
chair, and some of the genteel people) the
aristocracy of Geelong, as they are call eel ,
supporting him. At Glenelg, the Minister,
striking his chest, said, " I am a Socialist."
One night in the House he said he was a.
~ocialist, and wa')prepared to consider the
statement of the representative of the Railway Service (Mr. Solly) that the children
attending school who had not sufficient food
at home should be provided for.
He was
socialistic, but he gets up and tells these
tarradidd les - such a difference between
tweedledum and tweedledee ! The Minister
of Water Supply said at Glenelg that the
Labour Party wanted to charge 6~ per cent.
on the income from land, but were not as
straightforward as if they brought in a Bill
to steal it. Is it fair to make the statement
that the Labour Party was going to put on
a tax of 6~ per cent. 1
Mr. M.A.CKEY.-Ha! ha!
Mr. COLECHIN.-I can remember some
of the honorary Minister's statements, and
he should not laugh. The Minister of
Water Supply said that the Labour Party
would put on a tax of 6}? per cent. 011 the
income from the land, and that another laud
tax would be pnt on on the top of that.
Mr. W ATT.-He was alluding to the
Federal land tax on the top of the State land
tax. He said so clearly.
Mr. COLECHIN.-The Labour Party
never proposed any such thing.
e have
quite enough to answer for in previous state-
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ments that have been made, without that
sta.tement.
Mr. BENT.-Hear, hear.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I say the statement of
the honorable mem ber for Essendon is absolutely incorrect, and I defy him to find any
statement of a member of the State or the
Federal Labonr Party in which it is said that
they are desirolls of putting .one tax on top of
another.
Mr. W.A.TT.-I can get tOllS of instances,
statements made by sensible men.
Mr. COLECHIN.-I say that the statement is absurd. In the Barwon electorate I
have a number of relatives who are farmers,
and I believe they all voted for the Labour
Party.
.
Mr. BENT.-Two of vour relatives went
the other way.
Mr. CO LECHIN.-The Premier is once
more a soothsayer, but his statement is not
correct.
Mr. BENT.-It is correct.
Mr. COLECHIN.-If he will put that in
writing, that two of my relatives vot.ed
against the Labour Party, I will put down
a £5 note if he will put down another.
Mr. BEIST.-No, tha.t is gaming.
Mr. COLECHIN.-And let the charities
of Geelong have it if he can prove his
statement. I know that this is the fiTlit
time they have done so, but they did not
do it at the last election.
"Put that
in your pipe and smoke it," as I remember the Premier saying in the first
speech he ever made at tho Devonshire
Hotel-I remember the suffering audience
had 1;0 stand-there were no seats therein the light of a kerosene lamp wttiting for
the points that neyer came. He said-" I
consider it in'consistent or worse to abolish
State aid for religion, and then lay hands on
t.he public funds to recoup themselves." He
was elected not because the people believed
in his politics or policy, because I believe up
to then he had never had any. The people
were after t.he scalp of Mr. Higinbotham.
'
Mr. BENT.-But they got Thomas Bent.
Mr. COLECHIN.-Yes; he was a very
popular man at that time, although he happened to be a rate collector, a Government valuer, aud a cabbage grower.
But he could not boat Kelly, who
was Mr. Higinbotham's gardener, at growing
cabbages. Mr. Kelljr beat him every time at
the show. Mr. Kelly waR good eNough t.
provide a home for poor Gordon, the poet,
whom I knew.
Mr. BENT.-I knew him too.
U
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:\Ir. ('OLECHIN.-But yon did not pay
his rates, as yon said you did.
Mr. BENT.-I did pay his rates, and I have
" the papers for to show."
Mr. COLECHIN.-As a matter of fact.
Gordoll had to pay no rates.
He boarded
with Mr. Kelly, who was George Higinbotham's gardener, and he was a man who
was deeply respected in Brighton.
Mr. TllO~ISON.-Did you ever see Gordon
ride a steeplechase?
Mr. COLECHIN.-I saw him riding many
a time on horseback. I may tell the honorable member something that he does not
knol\', and that is that Gordon was at one time
a Member of Parliament in South Australia..
When he got up to speak he started by attackillg the people who introduced barbedwire fences, becnm~e he loved horses. He
rode in races, and objected to barbed-wire
fences, because in jumping one he had a very
valuable horse injured.
Mr. 'rHoMsoN.-There was no barbed wire
in Gordon's time.
Mr. COLECHIN.-'l'here was, and I can
produce the paper. The honorable member
is a squatter, and does not know what they
did in up-to-date Sonth Australia. The
Mini8ter of Water Supply.says that the lease
in perpetuity is a fnilure,and that Mr. Seddon
and ~ir Joseph 'Yard said so, and were going
to repeal it. The Minister of \Vater Supply
said that their policy played into the hands
of jobbers, but Mr. Seddon said it did the
very opposite. In reference to the promises
rna.de at Glenelg, the people who wanted farms
were to apply to "T.B., the Premier," and
~o apply to the same person if they wanted
stock or anything else. The Age said some
people actually took the Premier seriously in
regard to the promises made on the platform.
There is a pInce known as Dunrobin,
near Casterton, where I lea.rned that the
late Mr. Ewen Cameron took a petition to
the Minister of Lands or the Premier, signed
by a number of people who asked for a small
portion of land of from 5 to 7 acres,
and they were still applying like poor Tom
Pinch applied to Peckl5uiff, during the whole
course of his apprenticeship, withont Sl1ccess.
Two years have passed, and they have not
got the land ou which to erect a little
cottage and make a garden.
They applied, time after time, and all they got
was one letter telling t~em to apply to the
Secretary of the Closer Settlement Board,
who, I n{ay SH.y, has dono excellent work, mld,
if not held La.uk, will do good work in the
futuro. '!'his promise should have been
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~arried out, for "Hope deferred maket h
the hea~t sick"
~fr. BEN'f.-How could I have promised
that two and n. half years ago?
Mr. COLECHI~ .-The statewent was
made to me by a Hum bel' of people.
Mr. BJJ:NT.-You are wrong in yom datee.
Mr. COLECHIN.- 'Yell, it was eighteen
months ago, H.t least, so they told me, but
the date does not alter the matter. Six
mouths wonld l1ll.ye been too long to keep
them waiting.
Mr. BENT.-I never heard of it befflre.
Mr. COLECHIK.-I hope the· honorable
gentleman will make inquiries. I am Ilformed that the land has passed into the
hands of speculators. The honorable gentleman told the people in Glenelg that he was
prepared to deal with a. large land-holder up
there, stating-" I am going to show these
people whether they will let us have this land
or not." I hope the honorable gentleman will
shake his fists at another place as he did in
the Glenelg electorate. I hope the present
member for Glenelg will move in the matter
I have referred to. The Minister of Water
Supply said that individualism was stronger
in New Zealand' than in V ictoria, and later
on he said that in New Zealand co-operation
was growing very strong. That was a downright flat contradiction of the previous statement. There are members on the Opposition
side of the Honse as well as the Premier whom
I have defended time after time, when I felt
that those who slandered them were wrong;
and I do not believe in any man attacking another man simply because he
is a Member of Parliament. When allY
honorable member goes into another member's
constituency find lIses language such as was
used at the recent elections. \V hether inj uriolls
or not, I think the man attacked is justified in
answering the statement, as I did, at the
earliest possible opportunity. I hope ill the
future the Minister for Lands ,. . ill be a little
more of the Chesterfield than he has been,
a.nd that the Premier, if he has to do a little
bluffing to ihe people, will do it in such away that it will not reflect on him or on this
Honse.
Mr. HANNAH.-I regret, with others who
have spoken this evening, that we have had
some disapI>Qintment in connexion with the
Governor's speech and the programme for
the present session. 'tV e are promised soml'
very important measnres that will require the
best attention of the House; but l:!Ollle of the
questions down far solution are as nothin~
compared with some that have been carefully
omitted. The question that divided this

Address-in-Rfply.

The Govfrnor'8 Speech :

House this evening is one that has been before
this country for a number of years, a.nd one
that requires solution.
1 regret that
upon such an occasion members who have
been pledged to unimproved land values taxation and to compulsory purchase, seeing that
the Government did not take the motion as
one 0f want of confidence, were prepared to
support the Government on the ground of
expediency. There is one thing I shall never
forget that the late H,ichard Seddon mentioned in his last speech to the Federal
Labour Party before he left for New South
Wales, namely, that there was on the part 0f
public men in Australia too mueh of a tendency to barter principle for expediency. I
thought that at least I would have seen f)ome
clear intention on the part of the Government of a determination to make it possible
for Victoria to become as great as New Zealand has been made in a .few short years.
When Sir James Patterson went to the country he was thrown out as a,gainst the platform of tho~e like Mr. Irvine and others, who
were returned as strong land taxers, and even
some members of this Government have professed themselves asstrong land taxers, and yet
artl prepared to barter principle for expediency.
We have had two bv-elections in consequence of the loss of t;o honorable members
on the Government side. And, as a result
of those elections, we can at least place upon
record some of the speeches made by the
Premier ann his colleagues and supporters.
When we analyze the statements that were
made before the electors and the statements
of those who were returned as to what they
were prepared to do, we ask, where is consistency to be found? ,\Vhat do we see?
The honorable member for Glenelg, who
moved the Address-in-Reply as a supporter
of the Government, was returned as a land
taxer without exemption. He made that a
strong plank before his constituency, and
yet ,,,hen moving the Address-in-Reply,
although just fresh from the country, he was
not prepared to say one word as to the nOllinclusion of that question in the Governor's
speech. He eulogized the principles that
the Government had taken up of individualism as against S06ialis1l1 and other isms, and
yet before proceeding very far the honorable
member asked the Government and this
House to concede to a'very large extent some
of the very prineiples he had just previously
denounced. If you take up the remarks of the
Minister of Water Supply, Mr. Swinburne,
you will find him saying at Geelong, in con·
nexion with the Barwon election, that what
the Labour Party desired was the amelioration
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of the condition of the masses, pIns Socialism.
But what did he say at Glenelg, in my own
hearing 1 Ho said-I. Why, I am a Socialist.
Indeed, I have gone further than the Labour
Party, because f have placed it on the statutebook."
Mr. WARDE.-Hesaid he was a land taxer.
Mr. HANNAH. - Yes.
The honorable
gentleman said he was not only a land taxer
but a Socialist, and that as an administrator
and Minister of the Crown had secured for
this country one very big advance in the
direction of SociaHsm. When we come to
analyze the inconsistency of the whole Government from the beginning to the end,
well, we have to blush for them, and to regret
that we live in a country where we bave
such inconsistency between what is said on
the platform, and what is done in connexion
with tbe carrying out of these. measur~.
But I do think tbat we are be thankful that
a number of addresses have been delivered on •
this subject. On one or two occasions during
the contests it was stated by the Premier, and
afterwar<ls repeated in two or three places
in the conntry, once quite recently at
Bendigo, that things were said upon the
platform by labour members that they dare
not get up and say in their place in the
House. I have never yet known. that the
charge could be laid against the members of
this party, or the Labour Party of any other
State, or the Labour Party ill the Federal
Parliament, that they were guilty of
cowardice. Whatever I said ill criticism of
the Government during the Glenelg contest,
I have, to a v~ry large extent, said in this
House. This is the place, the people's Parliament, where the represeutatives of the
people ought to be able to criticise, not only
the small ndmiuistration of the Government,
but their other misdoings, whatever they may
be. One thing strikes me very forcibly. A
large number of men were speaking in Glenelg
and afterwards in B:lrwon, and I would contrast the publicity given to the statements
made on the Government side a.gainst our
party with the publicity given, to the
arguments in favour of our platform.
Summing up immediately after the Barwon
election, the Premier said that he believed in
the platform being used in these contests
freely by both sides, and then allowing the
people to read the various reports in the
press and letting them decide for themselves.
But I would ask honorable members how
it call be expected that electors living
throughout Victoria should be able to
judge of the relative merits of part.ies when
they have the follo·wing position of afi'Hirs
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til connexion with the reports :-In the Age
newspaper, from which we would expect t.he
most, it being the most democratic journalor conrse, we do Bot expect milch from the
Ar,lfUs-there was on Friday, 8th June, 9~
inches of space given to the Government
a.nd 1 inch to the Labonr Party; on the 11 th
June, 10 inchps
the Government and
nothing to the Labour Party; on 12th
J uuc, 4 inches to the Government and 2 to
the Labour Party; on 13th J nne, 28 inches'
to the Government and not a line to the
Labour Party; on 14th June, 9 inches to the
Oovernment and not a line to the Labollr
lIlell; on 15th June, the night before the
battle, 38 inches to the Government, and
some very misleading statements, too, while
there was a t inch for the Labour Party, and
that was untrue. I think I can appeal to
thf" honorq.ble member for Prahran who, 1
believe, has some sense of jllstice with respect
. to fair fighting, whether he expects the people
in tho constituencies to be able to judge of the
statements made by the different parties
when a leading paper like that treats one
side so unfairly?
Mr. WATT.-Some of your addresses were
1I0t publishaLle.
Mr. HANN AH.-Some of the statements
of the honorable member, which I heard
personally, he dare not publish. At this
~tage, I desire to say that I have been
requested to move the adjournment of the
debate until to-morrow. I, therefore) beg to
move-

'0

That the debate be now adjourned.

~fr. BENT said he had no' cbjection to the
adjournment of the debate, as he understood
l\ number of honorable members wished to
speak. As a snatch vote had heen taken tonight-in fact, a vote of want of cOllfidence
-he understood that the Oppositi(1B wished
to spea.k to the country.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.- 'Whom else dowe wish
to speak to?
Mr. BENT said he wonld consent to the
a.djournment of the dibate. fIe would not
forget the snatch yote.
Mr. PHI<:NllI<:H.GAS'l'.-Whose fanlt is that?
Mr. BENT said he was simply agreeing to
the adjonrnment of the debate.
~I r. PBI£Nnl<~RGAS'l'.- You need not have
gone to a. snatch vote. Yon could have adjourned the HOllse.
Mr. BENT said he hrul nothing more t')
8:\y.

Mr. PIUl:~rH:HGAsT.- "'hat are yon cryillg
ahout?

Address-in-Reply.

Mr. BENT.-Crying? Did he look like
it? He had no objection to the adjournment.
The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to, and the debate was
adjollmed until the following day.
ADJOURNMENT.
THE UNEMPLOYED.
Mr. BENT movedThat the House do now adjourn.

Mr. fl. S. HENNET'L' (Ball'1?'at West) remarked that he wished to take the opportunity of asking what the Government intended to do in connexion with the unemployed?
He understood the Government
were doing something, but he wished to
know whether they would take into consideration anything like all extensive scheme
for dealing with the difficulty that occurred
Some little time
all over the country.
ago the Premier stated that the number of unemployed was very much exaggerated by a certain organizaticn which
had made inquiries into the matter. Frqm
what he (M r. Bennett) could learn from
independent sources, the figures had not
beeu exaggerated.
"?hat was sometimes
was
that
the difficulty
overlooked
was not confined to Melbourne. '1'he country
centres suffered seriously in connexion with
this matter. He trusted that the Government would take the question into consideration. and not merely relievi 50 or 60 of
the unemployed, but endeavour to bring in a
scheme for dealing with conditions which
would solve to some extent what had arisen
under the capitalistic system.
Mr. BENT stated that he had intellded
to bring up Supply to-night, and members
would then have been afforded an opportunity of knowing what the G()Vernmfut proposed to do.
Mr. MACKINNOX said he would like to
mention one little grievance which had come
under his notice in connexion with the
Labour Bureau and the unemployed. He
was told that men Hnd their wives who were
seeking the l:;upport which the Government
had very generously given in the shape of the
£300 granted for the relief of immediate distress wero brought in from the suburbs,
and a man and his wife would receive an
order to the extent of 2l:;. 'l~here seemed
to be Homething wrong when people were
put to so much trouble in getting snch a
small return. There was waste abou t such a
system.

Mines Depa?·tment.
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JULY,

Mr. BENT stated that he would make
inquiries about the matter.
Mr. McGREGOR said he would ask the
. Government what they proposed to do for the
unemployed at Ballarat and other places ontside Melbourne? He understood the matter
was under consideration.
Mr. COLECHIN remarked that he hoped
the Premier would endeavour to make the
Labour Bureau more convenient for the people
Unemployed people at
in the country.
Geelong had to walk to Melbourne, or come
by boat, in order to get a pass to go to employment in the conntry.
Mr. BENT said he had never interfered
with the Labour Bnreau at all. Now that
the honorable member bad put it that way. he
would ask about the question the honorable
member had raised.
'l'he motion was ~l,greed to.
The H('H1Se adjourned at half-past ten
Q'clock, until half-past four o'clock the following day.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, July 4,1906.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
MINES DEPARTMENT.
~RANSFER OF BETHANGA LEASES-FuRNISHING OF RETURNS UNDER SJW'l'ION
ACT No.
1961-Tl'tlBu'l'rNG lN
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OF
GOLD

MINES.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Bctllarat liVest)
asked the Minister:'of Mines the following
~uestions : 1. If there are any applications for the transfer
Qf the Bethanga leases; if so, who are the applicants for tra.nsfer ?
2. Ha.ve such applicants furnished the Mines
Depa.rtment with &ny guarantee that they possess
the capital to work the leases?
3. What consideration did such applicants propose to give the old company for such transfer?
4. Why did the Hr>uorable the Minister allow
the plant and other assets to he removed from the
lea.ses before the wages were paid, after he had
stated to representa.tives of the A.M.A., on November 8, 1904, that no plant should be removed
until wages were paid?

Mr. McLEOI'--I have to inform the
honorable member, in reply to questions 1, 2,
and 3 that no formal application for transfer
has been made, but the purchaser Of the
assets of the company was informed when the
question of transfer of the lease was inciden-
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Mines. Department.

tallv mentioned at an interview on the 11 th
J u;e, that the men's wages must be paid without delay before any transfer of the lease would
be allowed. With regard to the fourt.h question, the Minister is not aware that the plant
and other assets have been removed, but assuming the statement to be correct, the Department has no power to prevent such
removal. No sueh promise as represented in
the fourth question was made by the Minister
to the deputation from the A.M.A., in view of
the fact that the Department had no power
over the company's machi~ery. The deputation was told that no transfers of the leases
would be allowed until the wages owing were
paid, and as a consequence of the action of
the Department all arrears of wages have
been paid, or are in conrse of payment, delay
having been caused in a few cases owing to
the removal of some of the men, who have
left the district and gone to o1m.er States.
Mr. McGRATH asked the Minister of
Mines whAther all mining companies had
complied with the requirements of section 19
of the Mines Act 1904 ( No. 1961); and, if
not, what steps were being taken to insure
compliance with the provisions of th,is Act.
He said he desired, by way of explanation, to
read the first sub-section of section 19 of the
Mines Act 1904, as follows :(1) E\rery lessee of a. gold mining lease or mineral
lease sha.ll in every half· year furnish to the Secretary for Mines a half-yearly balance-sheet or statement, verified by a statutory declara.tion, showing
with regard to the land held by him under le&se(a) The a.verage number of men tha.t have been
employed;
(b) The amount of llloney expended in wa.ges;
(c) The amount spent in purchase of mining
machinery and other mining requisites;
and
(d) Any Sllms otherwise expended in carrying
on mining operations on the la.nd
demised
during the half-year ending on the preceding 20th
day of June, or 31st day of December, as the case
may be.

Mr. McLEOD.-All companies have not
complied with the requirements of the Act,
but all defaulting' companies have been
warned that they are liable to be proceeded against without further notice,
alld early action will be taken for noncompliance. Cases are now being prepared
to submit to the Crown Solicitor unless replies are received before the date fixed.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West),
asked f.he Minister of Mines if he proposed
to deal this session with the present system
of tributing in gold min'es?
Mr. McLEOD.-I can only repeat what I
said yesterday in reply to the honorable
member for Grenville that, both in the
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Premier's pre-sessional speech and in the
Governor's 8peech, intimation was publicly
made that a Bill would be introdnced dealing
with royalty and tributing.

Personal Explanation.

work at Rushworth, and when the necessa.ry tramline is laid down at Fisherman's Bend work will be
available for an additional 70 men. Exclusiye of
these, a total of 1,285 have been previously employed through the Labour Bureau since the 1st
January last, making altogether 1,535 during the
six months.
Arrangements have been made
whereby the men just starting work will receive
their first pay on Friday next. In regard to the
statement reported as to the registration of applicants on Monday last, it may be mentioned thatall men who presented themselves were duly
registered.

LABOUB. BUREAU.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat lVest)
asked the Premier if he would take early
action in the direction of re-organizing the
Labour Bureau, and extending facilities for
obta.ining em ployment to the country centres?
He said he did not desire to cast any re- That is the official reply. N ow I will giveI arranged
flection \1pon Mr. Whitehead, who be believed honorable members my own.
was doing very excellent work under adverse with the late Mr. Seddon to obtain the loan
conditions, but nevertheless the need existed of his Mr. Tregear to come over here and
tell us the plan that obtains in New Zeala.nd.
for the Labonr Bureau to be re-organized.
Mr. BENT.-I have received the follow- It ,vas at the instigation of one of my honor_
able friends on the Oppositioll side, and Mrt
ing reply:Under present arrangements, when men are re- Seddon said it was the first reciprocal aCd
quired by the Labour Bureau for work in country that had taken place between Australia an
districts, local applicants are, wherever possible, New Zealand. 1 have observed in the press
engaged. Recently, when men were wAnted for certain statements regarding the views that
work in the \Vestern Distriet, an officer was sent to
Geelong and Ba.llarat to interview local applicants, Mr. Tregear entertains, but that has nothing
but the result could not be said to be very satis- at all to do with me. I want to find out
fa.ctory.
what is the best conrse to pursue. I have
Mr. McGREGOR.-Did the working men tried on several "ccasions to put the Bureau
know that the repre8entative was there to on a pl'oper footing,
I have asked the
meet them ?
municipalities and the police to assist us. I
understand that the system that obtains in
Mr. BENT.-These are the factsAt Geelong, of 37 men sent for, 15 did not New Zealand is that if there are men out of
respond, while only 4 accepted and went to work. work, say at Ballarat, and there is work at
At Ballarat, 39 were called, of whom 10 did not Rushworth, they are transferred from onerespond, and of 8 who a.ccepted work .only 4
place to the other, and that every police conactual1y weut to it.
stable is what may be called a registrar-he
Mr. McGRATH.-l\'Iaybe they never got the
is like a person who keeps a registry-office. As.
notice.
Mr. BENT.-The honorable member is I said before, I will ask any member, I do
speaking of Mr. Whitehead. "What I am not care where he sits, to assist me in bringing the Bureau on to proper lines, s(}
reading is what he says.
MI. McGRA1'H.-Were the applicants in- that we can conduct onr business to t,heformed that the Government representative best advantage. I do not take the slightest
notice of what has been said about Mr. Trewas in Ballarat?
Mr. BENT.-I will ask Mr. W-hitehead gear. I do not care what his politics are.
He is coming here to do business. We have
to-morrow. His report continues : nothiug t() do with his politics, and if he will
Of the others who responded fourteen were appli- bring in a proper scheme it will meet with
cants, or were only suitable for la.bouring work of a
light cla.!>8. Again, at Ballarat, last week, when four our best consideration. If it is on good lines"
I think in promising
p&illters were asked whether they were prepared we will carry it out.
to start work, only one replied after three days. that much I am going, at any rate, in the right
Similar results have been experienced at Bendigo, direction to try to remove, if possible, theas when eight paiuters were recently called, it was
found that five were working and three did not cause of what has been said regarding our
Labour Bureau.
respond.
.
With reference to your inquiry regarding relief
works I han to inform you that the following
works were started on Monday last, with the number of men shown in each instance ;-Yarra. improvement, 30; Elwood improvement, 70 tFisherman's Bend, 35; tota.!, 135. In connexion with
the works recently authw-ized by the honorable the
Premier at Elwood, the Ya,rra, aud Fisherman's
Bend, men have now been engaged and sent to
work to the number of 130. It is intended about
the end of this week to engage another 50 for

PERSONAL EXPLA~ATION.
l\fl'. G RAHA~I said he desired to makea personal explanation as .chairman of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Railways. The Committee were credited by
the ptess with originating the proposal t(}
load land for railway purposes.
Hedesired to correct that statement..
The-

Dr. Rentoul's
principle originated with the Irvine Government, and had been continued by the present
{jovernment. Every question remitted to
the Railways Standing Committee during
the past two or three years had been aocom·
panied by a request to inquire into the
-question of the enhancement of the value of
land, through the construction of the rail way.
The matter, therefore, did not lie with the
Railways Standing Committee at all. They
were bound to report on the loading of the
land at the same time as they reported on
the railways. He desired to make it clear
that the proposal originated, not with the
Railways Standing Committee, but with the
Irvine Government as far back as 1903.
PETITION.
Mr. MURRAY presented a petition from
'Thomas Randall, proprietor of "The Ozone,"
Warmambool, praying that the House
would amend the laws relating to licensing
:so that a publica.n's licence might be transferred from an inferior hotel to " The Ozone."
He said the petitioner originally showed
him a document in the form of a petition
which he (Mr. Murray) thought he would
have to present to Parliament, and which had
:appended to it 221 signatures of the townspeople of Warrnambool and 50 of people in
the surrounding districts. The petitioner
<lid not know the nsual practice of preiJenting
petitions to Parliament. This petition was
:simply signed by Mr. Randall himself. He
{Mr. Murray) asked,. carrying out a promise
that he made to Mr. Randa.H, thafthe Standing Orders sbol'lld be suspended in order to
"allow the petition to be read.
The petition was then read by the Clerk
~t the table.

DR.

RENTOUL'S STATEMENTS IN
LONDON.
Mr. BOYD asked the Premier the follow·
• ing questions : I. Has he seen an account I){ an interview in the
London Daily News with Professor Rentoul ?
2. Is the statement "That the Government of
Victoria commis~ioned Professor Rentoul to remove
false impressions concerning Australia that exist in
the United Kingdom" true?
3. Is Professor Rentoul's statement that "The
friendly sentiment of Victoria tow!\rds Great
Britain has been a.dversely affected by the South
African War" a fair expression of the views of the
Government or people ~
4. Is it true tha.t the names of Cha.mberlain and
Milner now provoke salvoes of groans in this
Sta.te!

Mr. BENT.-My replies are-(1), Yes; (2),
No; (3), Xo; (4), I have never heard of it.
Now I will give the House the authori,ty we

Statements in London.
handed to Professor Rentoul, but I wish to
explain that it has been my desire, and the
desire of the Government, that when any of
these gentlemen went home, in view of what
has been said regarding us and our resources,
they should explain the facts. We have
upon two occasions gi yen sums of money.
We gave one to the Rev. Mr. Sugden.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-These parsons are pretty
lucky chaps.
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'.-There are some cases
where you promised it but did not give i i Reuben Keirl, for instance.
Mr. BENT.-I do not mind sending the
honorable member home if he likes. Never
mind about Reuben Keirl. I will make th&
honorable member a present of him. The
Chief Commissioner of Police has informed
me that you (the Opposition) are now trying
to prevent Keirl from getting a living. I
am told he cannot get anyth\ng to do. As
to anything I have had to do with Reuben
Keirl, I am willing to make the Opposition a
present of aU they can say regarding me.
This is the commission or authority we ga.ve
to Professor Rentoul:Premier's Office,
Melbourne, 3rd April, 1906.
Sir,-I have the honour to introduce to you the
bearer, the Rev. J. L. Rentoul, D.D., of this city,
who is proceeding on a visit to Europe.
I have arra.nged with Dr. Rentoul to deliver.
while in Great Britain, a series of lectures on Victoria, &ud I shall be glad if you will be good
enough toaft'ord him every possible assistance, and
lend him any slides which you may have in your
office.
The expense to the State in connexion with these
lectures is not to exceed £200.
I have, &c.,
THos. BENT,

The Hon. J. W. Taverner,
Agent·General for Victoria,
London.

Premier.

That amount is to pay f)r lecture roams, and
all the rest of it. I understand he gets a
small sum himself.
Mr. MURRA.Y.-Nothing.
Mr. BENT.-I am now informed that he
gets nothing himself, and we simply pay for
the rooms. I have heard him speak upon
many occasions. I thought he was a good
speaker, and that he was loyal to this State.
On the strength of that, and as I have no
desire that th"e "stinkiug fish" pllrty sh4)uld
have all the say, I thought he was a very
good man to speak for us. This commis·
sion, as honorable members will observe, is
very simple.
Mr. LEMMON. - People would assume,
from. the report in the press to-day, that he
got the £200 himself.
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Votes on Account.

Mr. BEN'r.-I am informed by the Minis- July and August, 1906, :.md recommending
ter of Lands that Dr. Heutoul does not get an appropriation from the Consolidated Heany money at all, but that we pay for the venue accordingly.
balls. Surely we can rent a hall and a few
VOTES ON ACCOU.NT.
slides.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-And expenses.
The House having resolved itself iuto a
Mr. BENT.-I would run some more slides Committee of Supply,
if I got the show. Honorable members will
Mr. BENT movedobserve that we simply wanted a man who
That a sum not exceeding £I,02~,868 be granted
would speak of the glories of this great to His Majesty on account of or towards defraying
country, and this is the authority we gave the following services for the year 1906-7, viz : Legislative Conncil, £225; Legislative Assembly,
him.
£1,480; Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Mr. WA'l'T.-·WiIl yon ca.ncel it by ~able Railways.
£110; Victorian Parliamentary Debates,
now?
£645; The Library, £175; 8tate Reading Room,
Mr. BENT.-I did not know much about £295; Refreshment Rooms, £255; Public Service
it till the Ar,gus asked me last night. I do Commissioner, £185; Administrative and Scientific,
Government 8tatist, £1,705; Police,
not bother about these things. They are so £7,400;
£49,510; Penal Establishment and Gaols, £9, llt5 ;
small, and I have larger matters in hand,
Hospitals for the Insane, £21,790; Neglectecl
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER.
Mr. BEN'!" (.y leave, movedTha.t Standing Order No. 273A besuspended,Bo as
to allow the Committees of Supply and Ways and
Mea.ns to be a.ppointed before the Address in
Reply to His Excellency the Governor's speech
has been agreed to by this House.

Mr. I'>RENDERGAST said he had no
oojection to the suspension of the Standing
Order to pet'mit of Supply bein~ obtai!1ed,
because he understood some of this money
was going to find work for people, but a very
easy way to comply with the ordinary
custom of the House would have been to
can the Hom~e together about a fortnight
earlier.
Mr. WARDE.-Arc there any Standing
Orders in force to be suspended?
The SPEAKER.-It is a Standing Order
and not a Sessional Order which it is propOl:)ed to suspend.
The Standing Orders
are always in force.
The motion was agreed to.
SUPPLY.
Mr. BENT movedThat this House will this day resoh'e itself into
a Committee to consider of the 8upply to be granted
to His Majesty.

The motion wa.s agreed to.
WAYS AND
Mr. BENT moved-

~lEANS.

That this House will this day resolve itself into
Committee to consider of the \-Vays and Means for
raising the Supply to ue granted to His Maiesty.

The motion was agreed to.
ESTI:\IATES.
Mr. BENT presented a message from his
Excellency the Governor, transmitting an
Estimate of Expenditure for the months of

Children and Reformatory Schools, £10,430;
Public Library, Museums, and National Uallery,
£8,920; Auditor-General, £2,270; Grants, £1,225;
Miscellaneous (Chief Secretary's Depa.rtment),
£6,365; Education, 5,359; Do., £100,184 ;
Technical Schools, £;~,377; Miscellaneous (Education Department), .t412; Supreme Court, £913;
Law Officers of the Crown, £2,783; Crown
Solicitor, £904; Prothonotary, £268; Master in.
Equity and LUll!lcy, £942; Regi!'ltrar-General and
Registrar of 'l'itles, £5,627; Trade Marks, &c.,
£55; Sheriff, £4816; Comptroller of 8tamps, &c.,
£670; Miscellaneous (Attorney-General's Depa,rtment), £125; County C'Jurts, Courts of Insolvency,
Courts of Mines, General and Petty Sessions,
£5,214; Police Magistrates and Wardens, £;{,234;
Clerk of Courts, £3,630; Coroners, £1,520;
Miscellaneous (Solicitor-General's Department),
£125; Treasury, £4,956; Income Tax, £2,935;
Curator of Estates of Deceased Persons, £337;
Government Printer, £11,111 ; Advertising, £800 ;
Grant to Charitable
Institutions,
£3,000 ;
Transport, &c., £420; Unforeseen and Accidenta.l
Expenditure, £1,000; Carriage of Agricultura.l
Produce, £5,000 ; ('arriage of Coal, £2,200; Travelling Expenses, no\'ernor, &c., £850; ;\1iscellaneous (Treasurer's Department), £ 138 ; Advance to
Treasurer, £200,000; 8urvey, ~Rle, and Management of Crown Lands, £11,910; Public Parks,
Gardens, and Reserves, .£800; Botanical and Domain Gardens, £1,350 ; Extirpation of Rabbits a11(l
Wild Animals, £2,7fi7 ; Closer Settlement, £300;
Village Settlements and Labour Colonies, £115.;
Miscellaneous (Lands Department), £175 ; PublIc
Works, £5,502; Ports and Harbors, £5,629 ;
Victorian Railways Construction Branch, £444;
Miscellaneous (Public "Torks Department), £215;
Works and Buildings £35,860; Hoad, Works and
Bridges, £3,000; for the Construction of New
Roads and for the Improvement of Crown Lal~ds,
£60.000; Mines, £4,791; Testing Plants and Bormg,
£3,000; Miscellaneous (Mines Departmenl), £1,263;
Forest and Nur~eries Branch, £3,790; \-Vater
Supply, £ l,10R ; WatH,vorks in Country Districts,
&c., £170; Miscellaneous (Water 8upply Department), £250; State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, £19,000; Agriculture and Industri.es,
£2,062; Diseases in Stock, £1,283; VegetatlOn
Diseases, £753 ; Maffra Beet Sugar Factory, £876 ;
Technical Education, £2,651 ; Burnley School of
Horticulture, &c., £300; Viticulture Industry,
£500; Development of Export Trade, £800; Wyuna.

Votes on
Irri~a.tion

Farm, £350; Milk and Dairy Supervision, £1,374; Grants to Agricultural Societies,
£50 ; Miscellaneous (Department of Agriculture),
£7,500; Public Hea.lth, £3,945; Victorian Railways,
£346,000; Miscellaneous (H.ailway Department),
£3,000. Total, £1,022,868.

He said that with the exception of the
it.em, "For the construction of new roads
and for the improvement of Crown lands,
£60,000," everything was in the ordinary
course; but this £60,000 was for the purpE>se
of advancing money for carrying ont works
at Elwood, at Fisherman's Bend, and the
Yarra. These, he thought, amounted to about
£10,000.
But in addition to that, as he
wa.nted to point out distinctly to the
Chamber, so that honorable members might
know, a different poliey was now being
followed. r n other words, he was carrying
out the policy which he stated at Brighton,
that the Government would expend a certain
sum of money for the purpose of making
I'oads and improving Crown lands. Some of
this was up in Gippsland, and some down in
Heytesbury Forest. The honorable member
for BaIlal'at East and the honorable member
for Warrenheip, and several others from
mining districts, made representations to him
Oll this subject.
Honorable members were
aware that a sum of money was placed on
the Estimates last year for the purpose of
improving a reserve at Ballarat. He proposed now, out of this sum he was
at present asking for, to expend money to impro've land there and in other mining
centres, so that the improved land might
be used for closer settlement or for
sale.
He was referring to the Crown
lands close to Eureka and Canadian, in
Ballarat East, and near Mt. Clear, on
the Ballara.t to Buninyong road and
also at Li ttle Bendigo, near Ballarat.
Holes could be filled up and the land cleared
~p generally.
He did not intend this time to
give the municipal councils pound for pound
to improve municipal lands. He proposed
now to improve Crown lands. He weuld now
lay the plans on the table. He was simply
illustrating what he proposed to do. Instead
of handing 0 vel' pound for pound to the
municipalities to imprQve reserves, he proposed to improve these other lands, and then
deal with them subject to mining ('ouditions.
Below 50 or 60 feet mining was carried on,
and above that people could grow tomatoes.
He proposed to improve some of this land for
the purpose of using it, and also for selling.
He also proposed to expend some of this
money in Gippsland, to make roads and to
put in trams. He had been to the Rail way
Department to-day and found that the

Account.

Department had a lot of secolldhand rails that
it had been selling to go ou t of the country.
He proposed to use those rails for the purpose of
making trams into the forests and Crown
lands, and so improving these lands, instead
of having to buy land all over the place. We
should be able to use our own lands for settle.
ment purposes. He proposed to expend
money to gt9 into the mountains, so that
tOUl'is~s might go there, instead of away to
AmerICa, or to see true cherry blossoms in
Japan.
Mr. COLEcHIN.-I do not see anything about
workmen's homes at Geelong.
Mr BENT said he had already done a
great deal for Geclong, and he understood
that at Geelong it was intended that there
should be workmen's homes. He made this
explanation abcm~ the £60,000 so that honorable me~b~rs might know what he was going
to do WIth It. A letter came to him to.day
from a man who was on 1,2UO acres of land
in the ,G.rampians~ for whic~ he was paying
25s. '1 hIS man saId that owmg to the rabbits
he would have to give up this land, out if
wire netting was provided the Government
would get £3 an acre for it. He thought
it wa.'3 a good thing-he would not say
"speculation "-to improve the Cr<!>wn lands
instead of allowing them to be overrun with
rabbits, and then put people upon them.
He had been making inquiries, and it had
been found that a large number of men
could be put to work in the construction of
the Moe line. There was a large quantity of
earth work to be done there, and the necessary
rails had been lying along the line for years.
The State had been paying interest on the
cost of these rails and yet the material was
lying there rusting. That beillg the case he
was going to have this work dOlle. He was
going to have work done, not in one place,
but all over the place.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-Is that the line from Moe
to Walhalla?
Mr. Cor~EcRIN.-Good Lord deliver us!
Mr. BENT said he would devoutly say
"Amen." He did not pass the line.
Mr. HANNAH.- Why were you in such a
hurry to build it during the last election ~
Mr. BENT said there were rails rusting
down there. He intended to load the land. He
proposed, before making the line, to load the
Crown lands.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-A most unfair
thing. Load those in Collins-street first.
Mr. BENT said he did not care what the
Committee chose to do about this item. Honorable members could throw it out if they
liked.
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Mr. ,\V AHDE.-Is this £60,000 for main
roads?
Mr. BENT said it was not for main roads at
all, but to improve our own property. It
was not for the municipalities.
Mr. l'RENDERGAsT.-Are yon going to put
on freo labour or employ prisoners?
Mr. BENT said this part was to be
done with free labour. He was not quite
ready for the clnb-men yet. He had been
down to-day to see tbe money that the Government had given being distributed amongst
the poor women, and he thought it was money
well spent. He wanted eaGh and every honorahle member to assist in this matter. He did
not regard it as a party matter where men
wanted food.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Are yon
convinced now that we have unemployed ~
Mr. BENT said he bad known that the
Government had been providing work for
many months.
Mr. J. W. Bn~LsoN (Fitzroy).-You said
there were no unemployed 1
Mr. BENT said he had never said so.
How could he say such a thing? He would
ask any honorable member if he had ever
known him turn his back from giving employment to the unemployed. He had tried
on all occasions to find work, and every
honorable member knew it.
If people
were h~ngry and out of work it was better,
as he had said huudrCds of times, to provide
work and keep people out of gwl than let
tbem go into gaol. That was the reason why
be was bringing up Supply to-night, and the
reason why he was telling honorable members what he proposed to do, so thai they
could not say afterwards that they had not
had fa.ir warning. He intended to go on in
every district. He had the support of the
Minister of Lands, who was helping in this
matter. 'rhe Government would try to find
out land they could put people on, and, instead of paying £7 an acre to people who had
thousands of acres, make use of our own
land. The idea was to free it from rabbits,
antI make use of it. Although it was not as
rich a.s the land which the State had had in
the past, yet with manures, and experts, and
w!l.ter, the land could be ma.de of some
value.
Mr. J. W. BIJ~LSON (Fitzroy).-Are you
going to mannre the land before it is taken
up?
Mr. BEN1' _said the idea was to take
off the rabbits, and in the Small Improved
Holdings Bill it was prop(j)sed to give the
people manure to go on the land with. He
thought he had explained fuily his inten-
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tiOllS, and he would invite the assistance of
honorable members. He did not l()ok upon
this as a party matter at all.
Mr. "'vV AT'l'.-How long is the Supply for?
Mr. BENT said he was asking for
Supply for two months, but in passing
the £60,000 honorable members must
recollect that there were a good mallY thousands behind.
Mr. LEMMoN.-Does this include theHarbor Trust scheme for dealing wiLh the
river?
.
Mr. BENT said the Harbor Trust proposed to widen Coode Canal.
The material
taken ou t of that, instead of being carried
down the bay as in the past, would be taken.
over at Fisherman's Bend, where the sand had
been removed. 1'his would cost Is. per yard.
The Harbor Trust would pay 7d., and the
Government .5d. The other question about
the dock he had not got to yet.
This was.
simply to widen Coode Canal. and to take the
material on to Fisherman's Bend. The total
cost to the Trust and the Gover~ment would
be £25,000. Of that, £15,000 would be provided by the Harbor Trust and £10,000 by
the Government.
Mr. MURRAy.-~Te are only taking the
dry material.
Mr. BENT.-Yes.
Mr. WAT'I'.-How can you take the item
of £60,000 for Coode Canal, worded a.s it is t
Mr. BENT said he had not looked at the
wording. The Fisherman's Bend was Crown
laud.
Mr. WAT'l'.-But it is to widen CoodeCanal.
Mr. BENT said it was to take the dry
stuff that was removed from the canal and
fill up the land. If the honorable member
wanted a commA., or a semi-colon, or a full
stop, he would put it in. He had explained
what he proposed to do, and he would ask the
Committee to agree to the motion.
Mr. PRENDERGAST remarked that this
£60,000 embraced an item that honorable
members did not at present understand.
He would prefer a Bill being introduced,
giving the items and the particuhU's of the
work to be carried out. This was the last
session of the present Parliament, and honorable members did not want any scrambling
for this amount of money, nor should they
vote for it without knowing where the
money was to be expended.
Mr. BENT.-I propose to bring in a Bill.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he would
point out, however, that the Premier was.
obtaining the mouey in the first place.
Mr. BENT.-It is a small sum.
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Mr. PRENDERGAST said a principle
Mr PRENDERGAST said he would ask
was involved in eonnexion with this £60,000. why the item could not be withdrawn. The
Let honorable members lJave the Bill. This Premier had stated that he wanted this item
amount of £60,000 could be taken out of here, and yet was subsequently going to inthis list, and placed in the Bill for the pur- troduce a Bill on the matter.
pose of being dealt with. It WAS necessary, he
Mr. BENT.-I do.
would acknowledge, that a portion of the
PRENDERGAST said the GovernMr.
land of the State should be dealt with so as to
make it. profitable. Where was the land ment were asking honorable members to pass
that the Government were proposing now to the money before they had the Bill. The
<leal with, and what did they propose to do Government would not go on with the work
with it afterwards 1 As far as the principle until the Bill was introduced. He would
{)f loading land was concerned, he took up therefore ask the Government to withdraw
the same position as he occupied before. He this item, and let honorable members see the
<>bjected to loading land for the construction Bill, which they would deal with on its
<>f rail ways and other matters of that merits.
Mr. BAILES.-Where will these men be
description, and so increasing the price of
.
the land for settlement, while a number of put on to work then ~
Mr. BEN1'.-All this £60,000 is for labour.
people were escaping their fair obligations . to the country under a land tax.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the Premier
So far as loading had gone as yet, it had had stated that he was going to introQuce the
<lone no good in the country districts where Bill subsequently dealing with this ma.tter.
Mr. J. CA.MERON (Gippsland Ea,st).-You
it had been applied, but had retarded settlement. It was a question whether it was even ask us to with&raw what Illay suit the whole
efficacious in making the rail ways pay where House and pass something simply for the
it had been applied for that purpose. As it benefit of your people.
was stateel in the A.ge the other day Oll this
Mr. PRENDERGAST said be obsubject, if a tax was placed upon this land it jected to the interjection. His only intenwould mea,n that the people ill the eountry tion was to obtain publicity upon the
<listricts were being made to pay for the ra.il- matter.
way, while other portions of the country, as
Mr. BE~T observed that this vote was
well as Melbourne, were escaping taxation. for the purpose of improving Crown. landa.
And yet these t)ther parts of the State also The Governmtlnt would be able to sell some
profited by the oonstruction of the railway. <»f the Yarra frontages and some of the
He was glad to bear the Premier state that Fisherman's Bend. In fa.ct, the Government
there was nothing in this item in connexiOD had collected most of this money for the la.nd
with prison labour, and that he intended to they had filled up at Elwood. If honorable
deal with this matter subsequently.
members liked to rub out Moe he would not
object. He had been told by Mr. Kernot
Mr. BBNT.-Yes.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said be thought it that he could put on 300 men profitably.
fair to tell the Chamber that he intended to Honorable members had been told wha.t the
<>ppose the propo~al with regard to prison Government proposed to do with the money.
labour under certain conditions when that It wa.s to be used 1n improving laud up in
proposal came before the House. Honorable Balla.rat and elsewhere, 80 ihat the Governmembers had not had time to look 1hrough ment might be able to sell that land. He
these items. He did not want to prevent any did not think that this was a. party
sum passing that related to the necessities of question or that any question of prinoiple
those outside. There was, he understood, an was involved.
He would wanlt more for
item of £6,256 for relief embraced in this wire netting. He proposed to put on the
.£60,000.
estimates £200,000 or £300,000 for improv:Mr. BENT.-There is.
ing these Crown lands by-and-by; but he
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the .£60,000 wanted this snm to go on' with for two or
~ould be reduced to what waa absolutely
three months. He would bring down parnecessary, a.nd the remainder could be dealt ticulars with regard to every proposal and
with sepa.rately. This was an attempt to every amount. He had no wish to spend
force one section of the House to vote for a money improperly. He had been fossicking
principle they did not believe in by threaten- this out to":day. He had been told that
ing that the unemployed would not get work £2,000 or £3,000 could be spent, and
if the item was not passed.
the honorable member for Ballarat East and
Mr BENT.-Why do you say that 1
the honorable member for Warrenheip had
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spoken about it the other night. Those
gentlemen knew that it was a right thiug to
do.
Mr. H. S. BENNE'L'T (B(tllarat West).A bon t £300 in the "'- est, too.
Mr. BENT.-Where \vas the \Vest~
Mr. H. S. 13 ~:NNE'l'T (Ballarat West).\Vest Ballarat.
Mr. BEN '1' said there was some Crown
land at White Hills, Bendigo.
When he
was there the other day, there was some talk
about taking thu.tland up. The honorable member for Geelong saw the place. He did not
care where a member sat. He could al ways
look at honorable members and say t.hat the
votes were allotted irrespective of where an
honorable member sat. He had taken this opportunityoftellinghonorablemembersstraight
what he intended to do. He did not intend
to spend beyond this amount of money on
these items until he brought down a Bill
showing exactly what these proposals were.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said the position
was this-that unless honorable members
protested at this particular period, and had
the items before them, they committed themselves to the principle of voting money before
they knew what they were voting it for. \'Vhat
he objected to was that the item did not
mention any specific work. and might be
used in any district.
The work might
be done to placate a supporter.
'rhat
had
been
done
in
the
past,
although it might not be done now.
It looked as though the honorable member
for Gippsland East expected something for
his district to which no publicity was given
in this schednle.
Mr. ,J. CAMERON (Gippsln1l(Z East).-You
are asking for £6,000, and it is not on. the
sched ule here.
Mr. PL{ENDERGAS'r said that all the
it.ems affecting his district were shown on the
schedule, and full information was given
about them. For instance, it was stated that
100 men were employed on the works at
Fishel'luan's Bend, and the amount expended
was sta.ted. These particulars were given in
connexion with three of the items, amounting
to £6,256.
Mr. BEN'l'.-r~'he same thing will obtain in
every case.
Mr. PH.ENDEHGAST said all he contended was that where the items were given,
and honorable members knew what they
meant, they could then deal with them
straight out. In some cases, however, no
information whatever was furnished. It appeared that a specified amollnt of money was
to be spent in connexion with something at
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Moe, but it did not seem reasonable to ask
the Committee to vote that sum of money
wi thou t furt her information.
:Mr. W Ar:I.''l' expressed the opinion that
there was much in what the leader of theOpposition said with regard to the proper
way of treating these items of expenditure~
'rhis was the first time he (Mr. \,Yatt) had
known the debate on the Address-in-Heply to
be interrupted in order to vote Supply.
Mr. MACKINNON.-lt was d(l)ne last year.
Mr. WATT said it was not the proper way
of doing business. 1t \ras q lli te clear that as
the financial year ended on the 30th June,
these items should be dealt with in theordinary way instead of being considered in
Committee of Supply in such a hap~azard
fashion. The leader of the Opposition was apparently in possession of some information
with regard to some of these items which theother members of the Committee did not
have.
Mr. BENT.-It is a little thing that cameup to-day, showing the men who have been
employed since the day before yesterday.
Mr. WATT said he wanted to know something more aht?ut the money that was to bevoted for Elwood, because he was beginning
to think that Elwood was a very wild-cat
scheme.
An HONORABLE MEMBEH.-You voted fo1"
it.
Mr. WATT said that was quite true, but
he only did so in deference to the opinion of
the members for the districts of Brighton
and St. Kilda. He did not want to vote
more money for Elwood without knowing
exactly where the money was going. In the
same way he did not know enough about the
work at Fisherman's Bend. No plans were
supplied.
Mr. BEN'r.-There is a plan in the Department. I cannot bring all the plaus here.
Mr. \VATT said it was necessary for
hOllorable members to face the issue. They
were told that the proposal for the expenditure of £60,000 for the comstruction of llew
roads and the improvement of Crown lands
was to be followed by the expenditure of
other slims for a similar purpose. and it was
plainly stated that if honorable members
committed themselves to the items now they
would have to vote for the Bill when it was
introduced. 'l'he works at Fisherman's Bend
and other placeH to which the leader of the
Opposition had referred wel'f~ relief works.
Mr. BENT.-I do not admit they are relief
works, although it is stated so by the fool
who wrote this memorandum. They are
proper works.
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Mr. WATrr said he lmew that the Yarra
improvement works, although started with
the object of beautifying our main stream,
had. al wnys been regarded as relief works
because they gave work to men when times
were bad.
Mr. BEN'l'.-Vve sold one piece of the land
the other day for 700 soyereigns.
Mr. 'VATT said he was speaking about
the work on the Yarra. Honorable members
when they voted public money for works of
this kind should know, as business men, how
it was going ta be spent, and how the mouey
was to be got back.
Mr. BENT.-Tbere is no new plan. It is
simply a continuation of tlle work.
Mr. 'VATT said he thought that the advice given from across the table was wise,
namely, that jf the voting of this money was
to be followed by the introduction of a Bill
t.he items should be withdrawn now and introduced when accOlupanied by that measure.
There were other items in this schedule to
which he desired to refer. One wns the item
for the Victorian Parliamentary Debates. He
had understood that the Treasurer intended
to introduce this session the system of a daily
Hansard. This ~vas an important matter,
because the more one scanned the doings of
the Parliaments of Australia and its component States the more one must be convinced
that the people of Australia were not being
properly treated by the newspapers of the
day. He did not blame the newspapers very
much, because they p1'0bably said, "The
people of this State can only stand a column
or so of the State Parliament just now." And
then they dished up the report accordingly.
The same thing applied, no donbt, to the
proceedings of the Federal Parliament. But
all the same, if that kind of thing contitlUed
for nine or ten years without a.ny attempt
being made to check it, the people of Australia would be very ill-informed on political
matters. The very essence of democratic
Government in Australia lay in the people
who possessed the power of voting being kept
regularly informed upon public matters.
He did not imagine that evcry man
would read a daily lIar/sard at his breakfast,
but he believed that if the Treasurer adopted
such a scheme. it could be made a financial
success, and would lead to a proper dissemination of political information among the electors of our State. He wanted to know now
if the Premier intended to do anything in
this direction before the end of the session.
Mr. BEN'l'.-If the honorable member will
wait until the Estimates are submitted he
will see what is to be done.
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Mr. "'tV ATT said he was merely giving the
Treasurer a gentle hint. He lloticed tha.t
there was an item in the schedule of £4,956
for the Treasurer's Department. Did that
amount include the £200 that was to be paid
to Dr. Hentoul for bis work in England ~ If
it did, t.he best thing the Trcasurer conlJ do,
after the information he had recei.ved, was to
cable to England cancelling that instruction.
He (Mr. Watt.) did not object to paying
£200 for lecturing on Australia. If £20,000
were spent in England ill order to put the
issues properly with regard to Australia it
would be cheap advertising, bllt hedidnotthink
that Dr. B.entonl was the man to whom the
work should be intrusted. He was astounded
at the action of the Treasurer in giving it to
that gentleman. He considered Dr. Rentoul
to be one of the ablest men we had in the
work either of State or church, but he
" went off the handle" very quickly, and was
the least reliable man he (Mr. VI att) knew
who could be iJ:ltrusted with the task of
pntting Australian issues before the people
of England.
Mr. PRENDfl.RGAST.-Why ~
Mr. W ATT.-13ecause, like the honoraLle
mem bel', he was too hot in the heod.
MI'. PUENDKRGAST.-You started off with
the same opinion that he had, and altered it
when a lady interviewed YOll.
Mr. WATT said he was not dealing so
much with the question of the war, or of
scripture instruction, upon which Dr. Rentoul
expressed his views to an interviewer from
the ])aily News, as with Dr. Rentoul's I'eliability to test. and expound the views of this
State. He knew nothing about them. He
looked with ene eye on many of the m(\@t
important issues affecting the people of this
country in recent years.
Mr. LEMMoN.-The only difference between Dr. Rentoul and the honorable member
is that Dr. Rentoul speaks his opinions.
Mr. WATT said the only difference between Dr. Rentoul and the honorable member
for Williamstown was that the doctor hud
one eye, whilst the honorable member was
blind in both eyes. He hoped the Treasurer
would cancel the instructions that had been
given, and would recall the reverend geutleman from any further misrepresentation of
Australia. With respect to the vote for the
Government Printer, he understood that there
was a vacancy at the present time in the Government Printing Office, and that the Treasurer had intended to ask the Printing Committee to investigate matters in connexion
with that office and make recommendations.
Rumour had it, however, that an appointment
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to he made lJefore the Printing Committee
would have a chance of investigating.
Mr. BE~'I'.-Am I to take notice of every
public rumour ?
Mr. W A'L"r said he thought it was important that the 'rreasnrer should do so on
this occasion.
Mr. BENT.-Well, for the honorable member's information, and so that he will not be
in trouble, I may say that there is no inten~iOll whatever of appointing anyone at
present..
Mr. WAT'r said he was glad to hear it.
Three of ihe members of the Printing Committee were expert printers, who ha.d been
acquainted with the trade for a long while,
and he did not suppose that any of the three
had any axe to grind.
Mr. BENT. - [ am informed that the
gentleman acting now as Government Printer
i~ a tip-top man-rllmour has it that he is.
Mr. W A'IT ~aid the main point was that
whenever the Government Printing Office of
Victoria. was tested, it was found that it was
costing too much money. Yet the complaint
was made by the lev.der of the Opposition
that the men employed in the office were
getting too little pay. If that were so, it
was unsH,tisfactory to both sides, and this was
;"perhaps an opportunity that might not occur
again for ten years or having an investigation
into the working of the Government Printing
Office. With regard to the vote for the
1\laffm beet sugar factory, he understood
that the Government had a new scheme with
regard to that factory. If that were so,
})arliament should be informed.
)Ir. BENT.-I did not notice that the
leader of the Opposition quoted anything by
Mr. Seddon again~t the Minister of "Yater
::;npply on that q llestion.
Mr. WATT said the leader of the
Opposition made a good point when he scattered the bones of the honorable member for
Uippsland "Yest-the "educated" Minister011 the land question, but after three hours'
llIeanderiug that was the only point that he
(:\h. 'Watt) could see in the honorable memher's speech. It was tho worst speech the
honorable member had lever given in this
chrl mber-aml that was saying a good deal.
Mr. COLECHlN.- Yon are tho best judge in
the House.
Mr. PRE~DERGAST (to Mr. Watt).-There
is no doubt about your egotism on every
point yon tOllch.
Mr. W AT'r said he considered that every
member of the House was qualified to criticise
the remarks of the leader of the Opposition
:)11 any subject.
Before any further money
"\Ta::;
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was voted for the ~Iaffra. beet sugar factory
he wi~hed to know what the sch~me was.
vVere the growers to co-operate in it, and, if
so, how far had they got 1
Mr. BAILES observed that exception was
taken to the proposal of the Treasurer to
pass the vote for £60,000, on the ground that
honorable members were committing themselves to the expenditure of money without
knowing really in which direction it was
going. The Premier told them that a Bill
would be introduced to give effect to
these proposals, and that it was his desire
to find work for the unemployed. He did not
know anything at all abont these works, but
he well remembered many years ago attending a meeting of a land syndicate who were
dividing up very large profits. At that meeting the question was raised as to whether
they should divide the money amongst the
shareholders or intrust it to the hands of the
directors for future investment. One of the
men, a very prominent Melbourne citizen
then, as he was still, said he was prepared to
trust Mr. Bent and" go blind" on him. He
(Mr. Bailes) felt very much inclined to "go
blind" on the Premier at the present time
in connexion with the improvement of Crown
lands. If· the Premier said that this money
would improve the value of the Crown lands so
that they would become a marketable asset,
and if it also was intended to provide work
by this means, he (Mr. Bailes) would support
him. Men were going about the streets
daily seeking for work, and he (Mr. Bailes)
was not inclined to W'lste time in giving it to
them. rrhe Committee had the assurance of
the Premier that these proposals would afterwards be submitted in separate Bills. No
lllention was made by the Treasurer of any
proposal to expend money in the district he
(Mr. Bailes) had the honour to represent.
Mr. BENT.-Are the 'Vhite Hills in your
c()llstituency 1
Mr. BAILES said the 'Vhite Hills were in
Bendigo, but that land he was pleased to say
would be readily taken up. In fact, it was
over-applied for already, and it would not
entail the expenditure of one penny by the
Government in order to improve it. It would
be taken up as soon as ever the Lands Department was ready to allot it. Therefore,
there was no propot:lal to spend money in improving Crown lands at Bendigo, but there
was a matter to which he desired to draw the
attention of the Minister of Water Supply.
Surrounding Bendigo, especially in the Axedale riding of Strathfieldsaye shire, there
was a vast nnmber of acres of land, the property of the Crown, that under present
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conditions was almost absolutely valueless.
It could not produce anything for the
want of water. There were people living in
that locality who were anxious to get water.
They had shown their bona fides in the matter
by subscribing more than a sufficiency of
money to pay 6 per cent. on the outlay.
They made a proposal, which, however, was
altogether at variance wi th the law, to deposit
that interest in ~e hands of the Minister;
but, of course, he could not accept it. They
then went to the shire council, and offered to
deposit the money in its hands, but the council did not feel inclined to take the risk. In
the last resort they waited as a deputation
on the Minister of Vvater Supply the other
day, and he suggested a ,vay out of the difficulty. The deputation readily fell in with the
Buggestion, and that was that the district
should be formed into an area, and be rated
by the Water Supply Department for an
amouut sufficient to cover the interest. rl'he
work required was not very heavy, and he
knew that the Minister of vVater Supply was
fully in sympathy with \ the project. It
would involve an expenditure of only
about £1,500, and the effect would be to
make land that was now valueless to the
Crown fit for the settlement of a numbE::r of
people.
Mr. BENT.-That little item is included
in this schedule.
Mr. BAILES said the point he wanted to
make was that the people interested were
very anxious to know whether the work
would be gone on with during the coming
summer, because, if it was not gone on with,
then it would meaa that they would lose one
year. If they were not assured of a proper
water supply it was useless for them to take
up the land and trench and plant it this
season. He wished to know whether there
was a reasonable prospect of the water being
available for use in the coming summer
He knew the Department was
months.
quite ready to give the water if it was available. There had been repeated interviews
and applications in connexion with the
matter.
Mr. MACKINNON said that, in CGmnexion with tbe votes for the Education
Department, he would like to know from the
Tre~urer why the n:dvantages of fortnightly
payments had not been extended to the
teachers in that Department. He (Mr.
Mackinnon) knew what the answer was, but
he was not satisfied with it. The answer
was that a majority of the teachers did not
want it. That was not a conclusive answer,
becs.use if there was any ad vantage in ob-
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taining fortnightly payment, and if any of the
teacher'3 required it, they ought to have that
advantage. It was, perhaps, true that a
majority of the teachers did not desire it, but
that was no reason why the minority should
not enjoy the advantage which the rest of
the Public Service had. Honorable members
themselves now received their re-imbursement
for expenses every fortnight, and under these
circumstances itseemeddesirable that thepractice should be extended to Ihe teachers, even if
it cost a little more money. He knew that
thif:! was a real grievance amongst some of the
teachers, because he had received letters complaining about it. They admitted that the
majority thought the other way, and gave
reasons for it, but they felt it a hardship that
they should not receive the same advantage
as the rest of the service. There had been a
difficulty, he believod, with regard to the payment of salaries in the CrowD law offices.
rrhere a number of State servants did not
require the fortnightly payment.
Mr. BEN'l'.-l think they were sorry for it
afterwards, were they not ~
Mr. MACKINNON said they had altered
their opinion, and he understood that it was
now one of the proudest joys in their existence to receive their remuneration every fortnight. He did not want to give the Treasurer
trouble in the matter, because he knew it
was a fairly large order; but be was given to
understand that a considerable number of
teachers felt that they were uot fairly dealt
with. Now, with regard to the very large
item of £60,000 contained in the schedule,
many honorable members would, under ordinary circumstances, object to this method of
dealing with the public expenditure; but, for
his own part, he regarded this as a new departure on the part of the Government, and
he would suppiOrt it, for ihis reason, that
during the last two years, in order to provide
work at this time of the year, which every one
knew was a bad time, the Treasurer had
come down with big Surplus Revenue Bills.
He (Mr. Mackinnon) objected at the time to
those Bills, because they demoralized th...
House and the country.
Mr. GAUNSON.-It is the best thing the
Treasurer ever did.
Mr. MACKINNON said that was a matter
of opinion. Although some of the items in
the schedule might not be 80 fully detailed as
they should be, he preferred to see the money
voted in this way rather than have a large
Surplus Revenue Bill. As it was, the whole
thing would come into the year's expenditure, instead of dealing with a lavish hand
with money that had accumulated. The
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Treasurer would he forced to sec that he did
not spend the money needlessly, if he allowed
it to be placed on the Estimates in tile ordiImry way. He (Mr. Mackinnon) was convinced that a great deal of this moncy would
go in tho direction of providillg employment,
and would do a great deal of good. Some of
tbe items had been detailed, and the works
provided for were shown to be absolutely
necessary. He agreed with the honorable
member for Essendon that the Elwuod Swamp
scheme would probably not turn out so well
a.8 it might have done, but honorable memo
bel'8 were now committed to that scheme,
alld must finish it off.
Mr. BENT.-I wish you would give me all
the surplus. I would be as rich as Crresus.
Mr. MACKlN.NON said he was afraid
ihat hunorable lllem bel's could not do that in
this Parliament, whatever they might do in
&he next. 'rhe 'l'reasurer fairly said that the
other items would be brought before the House
in the shape of Bills. They were undoubtedly
. p~u·t of u. pfllicy announoed publicly by the
Government, and deliberately intended to be
followed.
If members objected to the
pt'inciple of this expenditure. they could deal
with the matter on the Bills, and the expenditure coulcl be stopped. Therefore, he
could not see that there waf.; any great danger
now in gi villg the Treasurer a free hand to
make his arrangements during the next cwo
months. He understood that these Bills
would be brought ill shortly.
Mr. BEN'I' observed that he must have
beou misullderstood. Bills wonld only be
brought in to deal with hmd that was under
tho Minos Act. As far as the roads were
concerned. no Bill was required. The only
Bills that would be required would be to
deal with cases of the kind where mining
conditions came in. He did uot mean to say
that that applied to the amounts for Gipps·
land, EI wood, the bank of the Ya.rra, and
Sandrid~e Bend.
Mr. LI£MMON,-You mean to spend the
last sum without ~t Bill.
Mr. BENrr.-Of course; it was the law
now.
Mr. LEMMON.-It is not the law to go on
with the river scheme.
Mr. BEN'r said no Bill was necessary
to deal with the item for Sandridge Bend. It
wa.s simply proposed to get the earth and
cart it away.
Mt'. MACKINNON said that, in view of
the explanation just given by the Treasnrer,
members ought to have a little 'more definite
information.
It was only fair that they
should have more details.
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Mr. BE~'l'.-I will give you definite information on the Estimates w hen the works
come up.
Mr.MACKI~NON said some ofthese items
came up year after year, and members knew
that they were really routine matters; but the
Treasurer ought t~ give a little more
definite information about the items that had
been referred to. He understood by the
~rreasurer's first explanati~ll that nearly the
whole of the expenditure would be dealt with
in Bills, including, for instance, the '£25,000
for Fisherman's Bend R.nd-Mr. BEN'l'.-There is no BiH for that.
Mr. MACKINNON.-Then there ought
to be some explanation.
Mr. BEN1'.- We have the plan showing the
number of yards we have to take at 5d. a
yard to the Government, and 7d. to the
Trust.
.
Mr. MACKINNON said members ought
to have the details. He was not oujecting to
the plan adopted ,by the Treasurer, because
he thought anything was better than the
Surplus Revenue Bill system of financing.
Perhaps members would be satisfied with a
further explauation.
Mr. McBRIDE Galled attention to the
itClll-" For the construction of new roads
and for t.he improvement of Crown lands,
£60,000." The Treasurer had given a list
of places where the money was to be expended, and fini~hed up by saying that part
of it was to be expended in the mountainous
country of Gippsland.
He (Mr. McBride)
represented a district of which about three
parts were mountainous alld about one-third
was Stateforests. Theshiresderived norevenue
from the State forests, though they had to
make roads to them,and these roads were used
principally by wood-carters in bringing traffic
to the Government railways, Was his district not to get anything ~ut of this sum ~
Only last week he introduced a deputation,
asking for a grant of £600 to help to keep
the roads in order. Surely there were other
parts of the State equally as deserving as
Gippsland, and parts of the country where
Toads had to be bnilt for the benefit of the
Government, though the Government paid no
r:i',tes.
He hoped some of the money would
be expended in portions of the State like the
country in his district to which he had referred. He noticed that a sl1m was down for
the Maffra Beet Sugar Factory, and he
wanted to know whether this was intended
to keep up the white elephant which
that factory was.
He was in the House
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Borne years ago, when, on the recom mendation of Mr. Allan McLean, a Bill was passed
that landed the State in an absolute loss of
£75,000. Was that to be repeated, or were
members to have an opportU11ity of discllssing the question?
l\ir. BENT.-YOU will have an opportunity
of discussing it.
MI'. LEMMON said that the honorable
member for Essendon mnst be congratulated
on the step he had taken. It was a good
thing to be sure of our position before we
star~ed spending money.
If the £60,000
which had been referred to were passed,
members would be committed to the river
scheme.
Mr. BEN'l'.-No.
Mr. LEMMON said it was a fact that this
proposal was part and parcel of the river
scheme. Mr. Pitt, who was a member of
another place, and connected with the Melbourne Harbor Tl'wst, moved a motion some
time ago which was to widen the Coode canal
and deepen the river to 30 feeL, in order tmat
it might take the place of the proposed dock
at Port Melboul'l1e, and the Treasurer was
adopting a similar policy in trying t(l) get the
House committed to the expenditure of part
of the money. If members passed this sum,
they would be committed to that scheme
whioh might involve the expenditure of
millions of money, whilsttheMelbourne Harbor
Trust was practically in the position of being
obliterated, and was ready to grasp at anything to keep it alive. It should be plainly
understood what this proposal would commit
the House to. The idea was to take the
White Star liners np to the West Melbourne
dock, and he doubted whether that was
a wise policy. It met with the approbation of the merchants and the shipping
companies VI ho were prepared to agree to the
expenditure of any money that would bring
the ships as near to Flinders-lane as possible.
It would be far wiser for the Treasurer to
withdraw this item and wait until members
had a proper opportunity of dealing with the
shipping accommodation. The condition of
affairs at present was '3uch that it needed
radical alteration.
We had the Marine
Board, the Public Works Department, with
certain control over the buoys and lighthouses, and the deepening of the entrance at
the Heads; we had the Ra.ilway Department
with control over certain piers, and the Melbourne Harbor Trust with control over
certain other piers; we had now also the
Geelong Harbor Trust established with
further jurisdiction. Last session the Premier
advocated a port authority. He (Mr. Lemmon)
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considered a port authority was essential,
even if it meant an additional Minister. At
present we had all the authorities he had
named, and now the Melbourne Harbor Trust
wa.'3 making a move to extend its lease of
life. This item should be withdrawn, so
that a Bill might be introduced, and that
members might know exactly where they
were. This matter was under the Melbourne
Harbor Trust, a.nd why should the Government interfere ~ .if the honorable member
for Port Melbourne was present, he would
have a good deal to say on this item, HoS it
would interfere with the interests of his con·
stituency. Members should have a proper
opportunity of deal~ng with the question as
to whether it was wise to proceed at all with
the river scheme.
Mr. GAUNSON said he took advantage of
this opportunity to state that since the
Government, through the Premier at
Brighton, announced their intention to bring
in a Bill to abolish separate representation,
he could no longer have any doubt as to
which side of the House he should sit on, and
he, therefore, took his seat behind the Government.
Mr. COLItCHIN.-You have triAd both sides
--which is the most comfortable?
Mr. GAUNSON said that common decency
required the other representatives for the
Public Service (Mr. Hannah and Mr. Solly)
to sit on the same side of the House. He
was glad to congratulate the honorable memo
bel' for Prahran upon the fact that during
the recess he cut himself and his party clean
adrift from the ~eDtlemen who endeavoured
to send this country to the devil.
1'he CHAIRMA~.-Order! While there
is a wide range allowed for discussion on the
Supply Bill, I cannot see any item on which
these remarks can be made.
Mr. GAUNSON said he was afraid that
his remarks were in the nature of "an
aside, 0' and th~t he was thinking alond.
He did not want to condemn the most recent
recruit to the ranks of the Government supporters by saying anything with reference
to his (Mr. Mackinnon's) remarks. Blolt as
to whether Surplus Revenue Bills were wise or
unwise, which was a matter of personal
opinion, he (Mr. Gaunson) had always con·
gratulated the Treasurer on the fact that it
was the wisest thing in the world to show
people in the old country that we had a
surplus to spend (Jl1 public works and to im·
prove the condition of the State rather than
to hide it away in a thollsand items in the
Appropriation Act. He was convinced of the
wisdom of that course from that point of
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view. The honorable member for Essendon
let fall a few remarks which he (.Mr. Gaunson) was bound to take notice of. For
iUlStance, the honorable member referred to
the Government Printing Office. He (Mr.
Gaunson) would be wanting in his duty to
those he represented if he allowed that matter
to go by default. The Government Prillting
Office was as well run as any illstitutioJl of
allY kirld, private or public, in this State.
He understood that the Premier was referrillg the matter of the Government Printing
Office to the Printing Committee, and the
supposed I experts on that Committee were
the honorable member for St. Kilda, as to
whose knowledge and ability no would
not say anything; the honorable member for \Vangaratta, a gentleman who
ml1st have a very small knowledge gained
on a country paper~ and the honorable member for North Melbourne. He
had made careful inquiry and was informed that. the honorable member for North
Melbourne had some knowledge of printing.
He was also toid that to regard the honorable member as an expert was wrong, as the
honorable member was a "comp." He
believed the Printing Office would come remarlmbly well out of the ordeal. Something
was said in connexion with the t>rinting Office
about Hun8ard. Members did not read the
Federal lIunsar(l which ·came regularly to
his OffiCfl, and which, like the papers sent
from the Assembly, was regularly put in the
waste-paper basket.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK. - You should
strike your name off the list.
Mr. GAUNSON said he would not,
because there might be a pearl. It might
be that the style or the mental calibre of
members in another place did not commend
itself very much to the intellects of
this House, and, therefore, their speeches
remained unread. 'Ve would have to watch
Ollr own State presently in connexion with
the attempts ma.de by another plaee which
he would Bot mention. Did any honorable
member believe that the Melbourne press
supplied such a reasonable amount of information as would. justly enable their constituents to form a correct and adequate
judgment as to the conduct of their representativea in Parliament? Everv member
was silent, because he recognised tile truth of
the statement. He had no quarrel with the
press, but he had a quarrel on behalf of the
people who needed to be furnished with the
necessary information, and something must
be done to give them more mental light than
they received thrOlagh the columns of the
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Age or the Ar,gus, which were both great
papers, but were only mercantile concerns,.
and could not be put on any higher footing.
I t did not sui t them to gi ve that
information which it was absolutely necessary
that the people should have in order to
judge of the conduct of their representatives.
Some honorable member had stated that the
Public Works Department had jurisdiction
over buoys.
He (Mr. Gaunscm) wished it
had, and that it could restraiu the boy from
Williamstown. Something was said about
Dr. Rentoul.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.- 'Vhat about
what Dr. Bevan said ~
Mr. GAUNSON said that Dr. Bevan was Oil
his own hook, but it seemed that t.he Government had undertaken to supply the wherewithal in order that Rentoul could go about
advertising his crank idiosyncrasies. We all
knew him here, and took him at his worth;
but to say that he was commissioned by the
Government to blackguard the people was a
monstrous thing.
He hoped the Government would see to it at once. He did not
care whether Rentonl was a good or a bad
Christian. We could not afford to give him
public money to defame the institutions of
this country. It was over dear Elwood,
wit.h all its stinks, that he took his departure
from the Labour crowd.
He remembered
what the Labour Party wanted to do with
Elwood; they wanted to make it a place to
put the perpetual lease in operation.
Mr. HANNAH.- Were you pledged to·
that?
Mr. GAUNSON said the Elwood railway, or tram way, had started practically at
the beginning of the winter season, which
was not a time when one might expect people
to rush to purchase allotments there, but in
a few months: time a very different tune
would be sung.
Mr. COLECHIN.-It was flooded when I was
down there the other day.
Mr. G A UNSON said he wished the
honorable member was drowned in it.
He (Mr Gaunson) was going to be snuffed
out, "spiflicated," and so was his de.ar
friend, Hannah. It would be the same with
Solly, with all those dear little children of
his, with their little socks and their little
bellies filled. He was to be snuffed onto He
wished them joy when they were out in the
cold, and he knew they would do their best
to help the Government pass the Bill for the
abolition of separate representation.
He
knew they wonld, and thought that hesaw it.
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Mr. WARDE said that in cOllnexion with
item No. 50, providing for an advA.nce to
the Treasurer of £200,000, he would like to
know if authority had been given to Mr.
Bradford to purchase electrical appliances for
the tramway constructed through the Elwood
Swamp. It had been told him-he did not
know if there was any foundation for the
statement-that such was the case, and he
would like to know if Mr. Bradford had been
buying very large quantities of appliances.
If this were so, he would like to know
whether it was OIl the authority of the Railways Commissioners or whether it came out
()f the 'l'reasurer's ad vance. It appeared to
him that, now that the initial step had
been taken in the construction of the Elwood
tram line, there was nothing to prevent the
·extension of the tram line for miles and miles,
right throughout the Moorabbin district, out
of the Tleasurer's advance. He believed that
thousa.nds of pounds could be used in that
way from the Treasurer's advance, and while
it might be perfectly justifiable that the line
should be extended, there was no definite
proposal before the Honse. He WQuld ask
whether there was any truth in the rumour
that Mr. Bradford hc1d been purchasing electrioal equipment, rails, and other material
necessary fOI' that particular class of work.
Mr. BB:NT.- You put the question on the
notice-pa.per, and I will answer it.
Mr. WARDE Raid he considered that if
what he had been told was the case-Mr. BENT.-I decline to answer public
rumour.
Mr. WARDE said he was asking the question from his place in the House, and he
thought that, having been informed of this
matter, it was his duty to find out whether
the statement was true or not. If it was
true the Treasurer had surely no need to keep
it back. If the Treasurer had instructed
Mr. Bradford to purehase the material, he
was within his rights, but he (Mr. \Varde)
thought that when they were asked to
vote £200,000 they should know whether
it was to be used in connexion with this
particular line or not. If it was to be
so used he considered that it would be
better to have an item stating that,
80 that the representatives of the people
would know for what purpose they were
'Voting the money. If the majority of
the House decided that the money should
be spent in that way, then of course that
would be done. The land through which
the line passed was the reclaimed land of
the Elwood Swamp, and the work of re4laiming that land had been accomplished
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with public money. He bad opposed that
reelamation every time the matter had come
before the Ho~se for reasons which he
had pointed out at the time.
One of
those reasons was that in all parts of
Melbourne land was available where there
was a high altitude and natural drainage,
and that land could have been secured.
much more cheaply than at the price expended on the Elwood Swamp land, and
m0re cheaply than at the price which
the Premier said he would get for
the land that ha.d been reclaimed..
He was of the opinion thaI; it would
be years before there would be any return for the money expended in filling up
that swamp or sewer. When the money was
. voted, they were Jed to believe that the
amollnt put on the Estimates would be
sufficient to put the land at Elwood in a
saleable eondition, and the Treasurer stated
that, as soon as that money was speut, 80
many pounds profit would be the rer.illit.
At present he found, accordiD/i! to the
papers, that the opinion in the district
\Va::; that the scheme was not going to be the
success which the Treasurer had said it would
be at the time. He (Mr. Warde) had seen, and
the Treasurer must ha.ve seen, that the
councils in the district had been interviewed
in regard to old, broken-down d wellinghouses which were being removed from other
districts and dumped there. Why? Because
the class of building which the Premier aad
expected would be put up there would not be
put up.
Mr. BENT.-There has not been a building
of any kind placed upon that laud with the
exception of the power house.
Mr. WARDE said he was not dealing
eXMtly with the State land, but with the
land which had been filled up belonging to
private owners, and other land abutting
thereon. It was a well-known fact that if
cert.ain classes of houses were dumped in
close proximity to houses of a muoh superior
class, the effect would be a deterioration of
the value of the land. The houses that
were being dumped a.t Elwood were not
the sort which would be placed on land
which lost £5 per foot. That was what the
Treasurer expected. to get.
Mr. BENT.-There is nothing within threequarters of a mile. Your stalements are
wild.
Mr. WARDE said that letters had been
sent to the Treasurer's own council drawing
attention to the sort of buildings that were
being put up to the detriment of the value
of other buildings; and that couRcil had been
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asked to take action to prevent that dumping.
He would ask anyone who knew something
about the erection of buildings in the suburbs
if, when poor tenements were erected, was it
likely that people were going to pay £5 a
foot for land alongside on which to erect
really good buildings ~ He thought it was
more likely that £3 a foot would he the
price paid than the £4 or £5 which the
Premier anticipated.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Do you think
it fair to make this comment when the
honorable member for St. JGlda is away in
Fiji?
Mr. BEN'l'.-If they got £3 per foot they
wonld do very well.
Mr. WARDE said he thought the honorable
member for St. Kilda might be busy attending a ladies' meet.i ng.
Mr. VVA'l"l'.-He may be.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (li'itz1·oy).-Are there
any ladies ill Fiji?
Mr. WARDE said that, judging by the
speech of the honorable member for Geelong,
that honorable member was evidently of tlHi
opinion that there were some people of that
class about. What he (Mr. "Tarde) wanted
te find out was whether Mr. Bradford had
been permitted to spend money on behalf of
the Government. If so, he thought that the
Treasurer ought to inform the Committee. He
also wanted to ask the 'l'reasurer, if this
money was to be expended on Elwood Swamp,
when was that expenditure going to cease?
A very large sum had been voted in a lump
for reclamation work in the Elwood district,
and they were now asked to sanction the
expenditure of another £2,000.
Mr. BENT.-It will be twice £2,000.
Mr. W AHDE ::;aid he would ask what was
the expenditure going to amount to. 'When
the money was yoted last time the House
was told that that was the last money that
would be required, and that tho estimated
receipts from the sale of the land would result in It certain profit. After the optimistic
::ltatement of the Treasurer, and the estimated
receipts, the Honse was now ::i.sked to 3pend
, another £2,ot)O. Therefore he wanted to know
when the expenditure was going to cease, and
when they might possibly hope to receive some
return for the public money that had already
been expended.
He thought that his request was a reasonable one. In connexion
with the tram line through Elwood, he had
nothing whatever to say.
Mr. BENT.-Because you were a false
prophet.
Mr. WARDE said he was not.
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Mr. BE~ T. -You do not like it. You do
not like it.
Mr. W AHDE said he liked it perfectly
well; but he would tell the Treasurer something that he would not like, and that was
that the receipts from the Elwood trams last
week had barely covered expenses.
Mr. ~WINBURNE.-Do you expect it in the
middle of winter?
Mr. ARDE said that he did not; but he
expected that where a new electric tram line
was started in a new locality thousands of
people would ride on it as a novelty for a
start. Look at the skating rinks and the
dividends they had paid when the novelty was
on. As soon as the novelty wore off, thousands
of people were ruined.
Mr. GAUNSON.-Are you referring to the
Glaciariul1l ?
Mr.
ARDE said that the Glaciarium
did not depend entirely on the amusement
provided, because underneath there were cool
stores, and skating was only a side line. But
what he wanted to show was that the statem~nt that the Elwood tram had justified its
existence up to the present time was not
worthy of the slightest consideration. He
was quite sure that whatever opinion any
mem bel' had held in regard to its actual construction,' now that it was working there was
no one who would like it to be anything but
a success. His point was that it was ridicu··
lous to talk about the receipts on a new line
for the first couple of months, when the thing
was a novelty. To talk of the profits made
then was throwing dnst in t.he eyes of the
people. Here was a line in existence, and it
would be six or seven years at least before
any opinion could be formed as t~ maintenance expenses. 'fo say that a novelty for the
first two months had earned good money, and
that that justified the expenditure of thousands of pounds on the constructi011 of a.
duplicate line W3S, to his mind, nonsensical,
and should not be acted UpOll.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-'l'he Premier proposes
to electrify the line between Sandringham
and Brighton.
Mr. VV ARDE said that as far as he could
understand there was nothing for that purpo~e
in these votes. He believed that Mr. Bradf(/rd
had been empowered to purchase plant from
the Westinghouse CompallY, and that he was
doing so. He (Mr. 'Yarde) held that that
should not be done until the House had had
a definite statement from the Treasurer, and
then, knowing that it was proposed to extend
this line throughout the district, if the Honse
encouraged the project, no one had any right
to interfere. The experience of this line up
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to tbe present was not sucb as to warrant
further expenditure of public money. He
agree~ with the Minister of Water Supply
that It was not a fair thing to criticise the
line on the two winter months, when the reoeipts would be at the l0west standa.rd, but
he thought that the Minister of Water Supply knew sufficient of construction and engineering to know that until the expiration of
at least five years there was no way of gauging what the maintenance acconnt in COll·
nexion with the line would be.
As
far as the statement about the residential population patronizing the line
was concerned, he had been told that for
two hours early one morning there was not
enough money taken to pay the wages of the
men employed, whereas if this line was to
supply the residents with locomotion those
were the hOllrs from which the receipts
should have been greatest.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Wait until the young folks
go out courting in the summer.
Mr. WARDE said that. the honorable
nlember for the Pl.lblic Officers introduced the
question of this line, and it was llOt a fair
thing to say wha.t it was capable of until it
had been in operation for some considerable
time.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I did Not speak of that.
I was speaking with reference to the swamp
itself, and said that you could not expect
anything to be done in the winter months in
the way of buying land.
. Mr. W ARD~ said he did not want to go
mto that questIon at all, but he thought it
~ust be admitted that the reports appearing
In the papers from day to day in connexion
with the receipts and expenditure on the
Elwoed line were entirely misleading as rega.rded the real question at i~sue. There
was another factor which had not been considered. The Treasurer had stated that
there had been an enormous increase in the
traffic 011 the St. Kilda line, but it had also
been stated that 900 tickets less had been
issued for the Brighton line, alongside which
the Elwood tram ran in competition. W'hat
the result would be no one could tell until a
fair time had elapsed. but everything possible
had been done to fatten the Elwood line.
Aocording to the papers periodical tickets
issued at certain stations on the Brighto~
line, entitled the holders to travel also to St.
Kilda. Was that fair treatment to the Victorian railways?
Mr. BENT.-Is that correot 1
Mr. WARDE said that that statement
had been made in the official organ of t.he
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Government-the Age newspaper-and it
had not been contradicted.
Mr. BEN'l'.-The official organ 1
Mr. GAuNsoN.-The "fishy" organ.
. Mr. vVARDE said it migbt be "fisby," but
It was the official organ of the Government.
1'he statement had also appeared in the
lIerald.
As he had said, the holders of
tickets on' the Brighton line were entitled to
travel to St. Kilda as well, but not to ride on
the electric tram without paying. Was Hot
that to insure the success of that line at all
hazards by giving these persons free rides to
St. Kilda, in order that there might 'be a
chance to squeeze the money out of them for
a ride on the electric tram.
Mr. BI<:N'l'.-Free, do you call it ~
Mr. WARDE said he understood that the
pa~senger only paid the ordinary rate for
his periodical ticket, and that he could travel
in the St. Kilda train free of charge.
Mr. BENT.-And does he get a ride on the
electric tram ?
. M~. WARDE said ~e did not, but he got
hIS tICket for the Bnghton line and could
I'ide on the St. Kilda line free of cha.rge.
Passengers from Essendon and other stations
did not get that concessicm, nor did any
passenger from any other place in Victoria.
Mr. BENT.-A man cannot ride on both
lines.
Mr. WARDE said that certainly he could.
Mr. BENT.-Not at the same time.
Mr. WARDE said it was very clear that
an unf<JI.ir advantage wa.s given to the holder
of the Brighton ticket, anti it had to be r~
membere~ that Brighton was represented by
the PremIer, who was also Minister of Railways. Why should passengers in the Premier's constituency get a CQncession that
residents of W'illiamstown, Essendon, and
ot~er places .could not get 1 Why should
BrIghton be smgled out to get free travelling
facilities ~
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Is not the same thing
done on ~he Malve~n line ~ Think carefully.
. Mr. WARDE saId that what he was pointmg out was that it was not fair that this
concession shonld be given to the holders of
periodical tickets from one plaoe and llOt
from others.
Mr. SWI~BURNE.-The same thing applies
on other hnes. I can go on two lined with
my OWIl ticket.
Mr. \V ARDE said he would ask could the
Minister of Water Supply go o~ the St.
Kilda line with his iieket?
Mr. SWINBURNE.-No, but tickets are in ..
terchatlgeable.
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Mr. WARDE said he kuew that there
were what were called interchangeable tickets
between different stations, but he was not
dealing with that at all.
Mr. BENT.--Do you allege that I am
responsible for this, or that the Railways
Commissioners are ~
Mr. WARDE said he did not know who
'Was responsible.
Mr. llENT.-I did not do it, and I do not
think they did it.
Mr. WARDE said that the statement had
appeared in the papers.
Mr. BENT.-You are charging either me
or the Commissioners, and I say" not ~uil ty"
for myself, and "not guilty" for them.
Mr. \V ARDE said he was pleased to kt.lOW
that the Premier had nothing to do with the
matter, and he hoped that it would be made a
matter of policy that no privileges ihould be
given to any section that were not given to
other sections.
He believed the Federal
Government would not be allowed to do such
a thing if the matter was one between the
~tates.

MR. BEN1'.-I refused the Commonwealth
the right to free tickets.
Mr. WARDE said that he was not dealing
with that. If the Premier desired to let the
Commonwealth people travel free, he had no
objection. What he wished to point out was
that under the Constitution no privilege could
be given unless the application was uniform
throughout the States. ""Vhy should the
Railways Commissioners, in dealing with the
suburba.n rail ways, be allowed to extend this
privilege to the Brighton line ~ He asked
the Premier, was it fair?
Mr. UBNT.-Firstly, I do not believe it.
Secondly, if it is, I do not believe it is fair.
Mr. WARDE said he was satisfied tha.t if
the Premier found the matter to be as he
(Mr. Warde) had stated he would use his
efforts to have it altered unless it wa.s absolutely necessary for business purpol!es. He
was with the Government e\'ery tirue where
facilities were to be given in order to increase
the revenue. He had pointed out that in
some cases the granting of free tickets' in
connexion with new buildings had resulted in
considerable profit.
[The House adjourned for u'freskrnents at
hfl((past six o'clock, and 1'esurned at twent.1f
mil/utes to eight.]

Mr. WARDE stated that dmi.ng the refreshment hour he had looked up the statement made by the Premier in introducing the
last Surplus Revenue Bill when asking for an
additional expenditure to reclaim the Elwood
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Swamp.
'Phe honorable gentleman wa~
undel' the impression then that the amount
asked for on dlat occasion would be
l' lie
sufficient to complete the work.
total amount that had been spent on the reclamation works up to that date was £100
short of £23,000, including £15,000 from
loan money, and the rest from surplus revenue or votes from the Consolidated
Revenue. A sum "f £2 . 000 was asked
for to-night, and the Premier said by
interjection that it would take twice
that to complete the reclamation works,
so that when they were finished they
would have cost the people
nearly
£30,000. He understood that the improvement I\nd cleaning of the canal was included
in the amonnt asked for in the last Hurplus
Revenue Bill.
MI'. PRENDERGAsT.-Agood many thousand
p01mds were spent years ago.
Mr. WARDE said he wal! dealing with
recent expenditure. He did not. want to
find fault with the Premier, but he desired
to know the actual amount of money that
had been spent there. Evidently, when the
Premier asked for the sum set down in the
last Surplus Revenue Bill, he was under the
impression that it would be sufficient to complete the work. While what had been done
on the Elwood Swamp might or might not
realize the profit that the Premier had mentioned, it was like the tramway-a public
undertaking on which public money had
been spent-and he hoped for the sake of the
country that he was wrong, and that the
honorable gentleman was right-at the
same time, he reserved the right to differ
with the honorable gentleman, and to say he
did not think the project would turn out in
the way the honorable gentleman anticipated.
The honorable gentleman had sometimes
been successful in his prognostications, but
on other occasions he had not been so successful. He and the gentlemen associated
with him in the purchase of the late Sir
Frederick Sargood's property at Elsteruwick arranged for a subdivisional sale, and
imposed certain building conditi<ms; but at
the sale, when those conditions were announced, there were no bidders for the property.
Mr. BEXT.-How do you know 1
Mr. \V AU-DE said the statement was
made in the press. At this revival of the
land boom at. Elstern wick on that notorious
Saturday afternoon, this was what happened.
The sYlldicate then met and withdrew the restriction, announcing that they would allow
weatherboard buildings instead of brick, but
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even then they could not get a bid. Therefore, although the honor~bIe gentleman h~d
had a large experience in connexion with real
estate, he made mistake'S the same as other
people.
Mr. BENT.-He did not ask you for anything, anyhow.
Mr. WARDE said he was discussing the
matter of the expenditure of thousands of
pounds of publ~c money. He thought he
was dealing with it in a fairly critical and
legitimate manner in pointing out how
this public ex.penditure was mOl-lilting up.
An amount of mouey was asked for
here, and when it was expended the
Treasurer said that so much more
was required for the cempletion of the
works. What position was the Chamber in
then 1 By having committed themselves to
the expenditure by the first vote, honord-ble
members were in the position of allowing
£15,000 or £20,000 of the public money to
be wasted, or of going on with the works to
the end of the chapter, upon an undertaking
in conne:x.ion with which a large expenditure
would not have been sanctioned. He (Mr.
Warde)disa.greed with the honorable member
for Prahran with regard to the Surplus
Revenue Act, because whatever fault that
measure might have, every item in it had
been under discussion. If Parliament, with
the item before them in the Bill, committed
themselves to it, they did it because a
majority of hf)norable members thought
in their wisdolll that those works should be
carried onto Even though he (Mr. Warde)
might have been in a minority on the
vote, he recognised that what was done
in oonnexion with that matter was
carried out in a business-like method.
He desired to know from the Premier
whether he had permitted Mr. Bradford to
purcha.ee electrical appliances, together with
rails with which to carryon the construction
of a.dditions to the tram, and VI hether the
£4,000 or £6,000 for the completion of
the El wood canal would be all that
would be asked for, or if not, what
amount would be required to complete the
work. The honorable gentleman also promised to look into the question of transfer tickets.
If what was stated in the
newspapers was correct, special facilities had
been offered to people in the Brighton constituency. In connezion with transfers on
other lines where the mileage distance
was equal there was nothing wrong in the
system, providing the Railways Commissiollers were satisfied that business was
to be obtained by it.
'fhis concession
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applied, however, only to periodical ticketholders whose tickets were issued the other
side of Windsor. But in connexion with all
other tickets on other lines, if a Ulan bought
a daily return ticket to a particular station
on a mileage basis he could go to another
station for his return or outward journey,.
provided the mileage distance did not exceed
that which he had paid for. In that case
there was no special concession given to
any particular traveller, but there was
a special concession given to the man
who took a ticket on the Brighton line.
These transfers had been given with what he
must regard as the deliberate intention t~
feed the Brighton electric line. It was a
question as to whether honorable members
wanted to see equality of treatment under
the rule of the Railways Commissioners, and
if they did they should prevent any unfair
convenience being given to the constituency of
any gentleman, whether he was a Government
supporter or held a portfolio in the Ministry
for the time being.
Mr. BENT remarked that with regard tothe statement of the honorable member for
Williamstown, there was a plan and specifica-.
tion prepared by the Harbor Trust, and
it was examined and passed by the Publie
Works Department. It; was intended to dothe work for a sum of £25,000, of which the
Harbor Trust would pay £15,000.
The
Government would take the dry stuff, and it
would cost them at the maximum £lO,OOO~
But the Government itself had nothing to dowith the work.
Mr. LEMMON.-Has the Government.
nothing to do with deepening the river ~
Mr. BENT said the Government weretaking the dry material, and the total cost,.
as far as they were ooncerned, was £10,000.
He hoped that statement was definite enough.
As he was reminded by one of his colleagues~
the Harbor Trust would do the work
whether the Government took the material or
not, but the Government thought that they
would fill up certain lands and in that way
enhance the value of their property to a
much larger extent than the money the
Government would pay. He was not going
to claim that he was doing this for the unemployed, but there was that consideration
in addition to the other aspect of the matter.
Did any honorable member think that a
Minister ever brought down plans in a case
of this kind 1 The plans were in existence,
a.nd could have been obtained, but it was now
after school hours.
With regard to thekindly criticisms of the honorable member
for Flemington, in his usual kindly manner
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he would point ont to the honorable member
that if anybody had made any arrangements
with regard to the Brighton liue and the
tickets it was the Hailways Commissioners,
who were as good as the honorable member.
'rhat was the friendly way in which the
honorable member always spoke. Did the
honorable member want to make it appear
that he eMr. Bent) had done this 1 He had
had nothing to do with it. The honorable
memberfor Flemington had also touched upon
the 'rreasnrer's advanc~. He (Mr. Bent) was
as hom st as any Treasurer the country had
ever had. All this talk about Moorabbin
showed what the honorable member knew
about the question. As a member of the
Ra.ilways Standing Committee the honorable
member did his best to prevent the Brighton
electric line being constructed, and he tried
llOW to be a false prophet.
Mr. WARDE.-Time will show that.
Mr. BENT said time would show. With
regard t.o Mr. Bradford, he had been told by
that officer that there W,1.S a great smoke
from the power-house, and that he had made
some arrangements for reducing the smoke.
A gentleman, who he believed was a constitnent of the honorable member for
Flemington, made some proposition, as inventors did every day of the week, whereby
the smoke nuisance was to be abolished.
Mr. Bradford told him (Mr. Bent) that the
trial was a failure, and that he wanted £100
to do something in the ordinary way. He
said to Mr. Bradford, "Here is the £100."
With regard to the rails, he wonld point out
that the tram went to within a mile and oneeighth, or, say, a mile, of the Brighton Beach
station. There was money ullder the Surplus
Revenue Act that had not been used,
and he asked the officers to bring him up
a list, or, in other words, to show the
savings. He theu authorized them to spend
the sum of £1,000 upon the purchase of
mils. The honorable member for FlemingtOll" knew full well that he (Mr. Bent) eould
not do the work without asking the House
for authority. That was the extent of his
failing. When it became a question of
converting lines he intended to ask his
colleagues in the H(,Hlse for authority. He
had not asked one or the other yet for
authority to go to Sandringham or anywhere
else.
He believed that if these lin~s
were oonverted it would mean an immense
saving to the State. When the proper
time arrived he would ask his colleagues
first, and then get competent persons
to report about the conversion from
steam to electricity. It was well known to
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the Honse that he had never spent large
sums of m@uey without letting honorable
members know all about it. The extent of
his authorization in this case was £1,000 for
rails, whieh had to be obtained from America,
and he understood that £300 was wanted for
the extension of the power-house. That would
show that the line had n0t been the failure
that his honorable friend made it appear.
Mr.WARDE.-I never said it was a failure.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
made some remark about the line having
only been.in use for two months.
Mr. \V A HDE.-That is quite true.
Mr. BENT said it was well known that
people could not get on the tram. He had
claimed nothing for the tram beyond the
fact that up to date, and during the wettest
season of the year, and withont the full
equipment, there was a profit up to the 30th
June. If he (Mr. Bent) had not been a
Minister, honorable members knew full well,
as did everybody else, that he had sufficient
confidence in the line to have taken it up
himself.
Mr. WARDE.-You could not get anybody
to take it up when you had permission for
three or four years. You had it four years
hawking about.
Mr. BENT said that, with regard to Elwood, no money at all would have been required but for the filling up of a morass
5 feet deep all along the beach. 1'he
money for that filling up went into the
Treasury, and this waR to take it out. The
Government were Socialists in that matter,
if the honorable member liked, fIn' they purchased some land and filled up the swamp.
The money had been collected and paid in.
People who were owners of laud there would
not fill up the place, and the Government
prepared a plan for filling up the lot, and
now, instead of being a fever-bed, the spot
was a pleasant place. He would now come to
the money part of the question. In the past,
there had been £70,000 wasted on the place.
Everybody who went there admitted that. it
had been filled up with healthy material.
All the doctors said it was healthy material.
The Government bttd also bad it sewered
right along the side of it, and offers had been
made for a great deal of the land at £3 a
foot. But did honorable members think that
the Government were going to sell it in the
middle of winter, before the trams were in
operation ~ The Government were now making
arrangemen~s to light the land before selling
it. Was that bad business? He would stake
his reputation upon it that the land would
bring £70,000. There was 28,000 feet, and
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he believed that another 5,000 feet had been
filled up, making 33,000 feet altogether.
Even at £2 a foot, that would be £66,000.
But if he made a valuation of it for the State
he would value it at £80,000 m £90,000,
so that it could Bot be very bad business.
Mr. WARDIt.-You areadoptillg my role of
the prophet now, and telling us what we Rre
going to get.
Mr. BE~T said he submitted the proposal to the House, and told honorable
members about the valuations that had been
obtained from the officers. The work had
been done by the officers, and, notw i thstanding
all this talk about the unemployed, he had
not put ten men on himself. It was not part
of his constituency. The swamp had been a
fever-bed and a disgrace to that part of the
country, and now it was a clean, pleas~).nt
place, and would bring a lot of money. He
was not going to get any profit out of it for
himself, but he had been pleased to have the
opportunity of converting a fever-bed into a
healthy place. If the honorable member
who had spoken in such a friendly way about
it had come to his offiee as he usually did,
and asked him about it, full particulars
would have been given,
Mr. W ARDE.-I did not know your Supply
Bill was coming fnl'ward to-night. and knew
pothing in connexion with it.
Mr. BENT said it was like the motion of
want of confidence the previous night.
Mr. WARDB.- I do not thillk I cOllld have
consulted you upon this, seeing that the Government had given no notice of it in connexion with their Supply Bill, nor stated
that they wanted to get it through in an
hour.
Mr. BENT said the honorable member
had had information about vhe Supply
Bill for a week. When t.he honorable member wanted information about anything else
he came to hiol.
Mr. WARDI£.-I do not come for anything,
except publicly.
Mr. BENT said he might also refer to the Sal'good estate, with regard to
which the honorabl~ member sympa.thized
very deeply with him. He thonght he had
now satisfied honorable members about the
tramway. He had nothing to do with the
tickets.
Mr. WARDE.- Yon are satisfied that on this
occasion rumour was not a lyillg jade.
Mr. BENT said it was stated that he was
going to take the line down to Moorabbin.
Mr. V\rARDE.-I do not know where you
are going to stop.
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Mr. BENT said he did not intend to stop.
Mr. COLEcHIN.----The Premier as much as
stated that he intended to take the line to
Sand ring ham.
Mr. BENT said he never said so. It was
very funny to see the mauner in which honorable members came to him about all sorts
of things. They found it easy to bring up
these little matters in a friendly way. They
all knew that whenever they carne to him he
did his best to meet them.
Mr. WARDR.-You have never done anything for me except in the public interest.
Mr. BENT said he was perfectly independent of every man in that House.
'
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzrvy).-Sois every
other man.
Mr. WARDE (to Mr. Bent).-I a,lways find
you very hard to cOllvince when I go to you.
Mr. BENT said there was no need for him
to refer to the hOllorable member for Port
Melbourne, because that honorable member
accompanied hiro when he went down to see
about this material. He (Mr. Bent) went there
one very cold afternoon in order to familiarize
himself with the work, and the honorable
member for Port Melbourne heard what the
officer said, and also what he (Mr. Bent) said
to the officer. He (Mr. Bent) was very
pleased that the honorable member accompanied him on that. occasion, beeause he
wanted his advice and assistance. There
were a lot of things in the schedule that he
could criticise himself much better than
honorable members had done. There were
several things in it that he would find fault
with if he were sitting on the Opposition
side.
Mr. J. W. BIJ~LSON (Fitzroy).-YC!>u would
not allow any other Minister to d(!) it.
Mr. BENT sa.id that the whole t.hing was
only a matter of £60,000. Of course, if
the work at the Fisherman's Bend was not
to be gone 011 with, and honorable members'
told him so, he would not go on with it. So
far as he was per.:3onally concerned, he did
not want any more work done at the Elwood
Swamp. If honorable members thought that
the work on the Yarra bank should be
stopped, he was willing to stop it.
Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Ri..:hmond).-Do not
knock that off whatever yon do; it is most
important.
Mr. BEN'r said that no one had been able
to point to anything that he had done
wrongly in connexion with these works. He
asked honorahle members to help him iu
dealing with these matt.ers. As some of the
money would be expended on miningaud forest
areas, it would be necessary to urillg in a Bilt
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'What he desired to do wa~ to improve the
He had already stated that he
wanted some of the land in the Heytesbury
forest, and also some of the mining lauds, for
the purpose of closer settlement. He also
wanted to go into the Gippsland district, and
to take some of the land at St. Arnaud.
Aftet· this small amount of money had been
€xpcllded in that way, if honorable members
did not like it, the Government would not
spend allY more, but he thought their policy
was one that would be agreed to by every~
llody. He hoped the Committee would allow
the mot-ion to go through. The whole of the
disclission had turned upon the expenditure
()f a few thousands of pounds, and honorable
members knew that the money would 1l0t be
Lmlly spent. 'rhe time was close at baud
when aCculluts would have to be paid by the
Treasurer for the ordinary services, and as
the Supply BilL had to be sent on to another
place, he had anticipated that it would have
been passed through in this House in a few
miuutes. However, he did not object to
discllssion.
:Mr. VVARDE.-To pass the expenditure of
over £1,000,000 of money in au hour is not
had work.
Mr. HENrI' su.id that the great bulk of the
monry was for ordinary expenditure. All
the talk had been about a few thousancl~ of
pounds.
~Ir. McGREGOR remarked tha.t, in con·
nexion with the votes for education, he
'Would like the Premier to do what he under·
~tood it was possible to do under the new
Standing Orders, and that was to invite the
Minister of Public Instruction into this
House.
MI'. GAUNSON.-No, don't.
Several HONORABLE MKMBERS.-Yes.
)11.. McGREGOR said that during the last
session of Parlia.ment ~he Premier promised
that, in addition to the Continuation school
whieh was being started in Melbourne, other
Continuation schools would be established in
He (Mr.
()ther centres of population.
McGregor) accepted the Premier's promi~c at
that time, but since then he had been several
times to the Minister of Pnblic Instruction.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Did you catch
him in1
~1r. McGREGOR sa.id he caught the
Minister in, but he did llot catch anything
else. He hoped that the Premier would be
able to see his way to carry ont the promise
that ,vas made la.st session.
~[r. BENT.-'l'hat will be all right when
the Estimates come dow11. It is not in the
schedule at all.
Crown lauds.
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Mr. McGREGOR said it was not, but he
wanted to provide for it ill the schedule.
'rhe Premier had adopted a nice easy manner
of getting out of the question, but he had not
carried out the promise he made. After the
speech which the honorahie gentleman made
last session, declaring how desirous he WIiS
that the children of the poorest parents
should have every opportunity of qualifying
for the highest positions in life, it was some~
what sl1rprising that the promise to establisl~
Crmtinuation schools in the large country
centres had not been carried out, thus compelling children from other centres to come
down to ~lelbourne at very great expense ill
order to a.ttend the Continuation school in
the metropolis.
Mr. BEN'l'.-It took six days to make the
world. You caunot do everything at once.
Mr. vV ATT.-It is a good idea to bring the
Minister of Public InstrnctiC'u down here.
That suggestion meets with support all round
the chamber.
Mr. McGREGOR said he wished also to
refer to a matter affecting the mining
industry. The Minister of Mines promised
that certain bCJres should be put down along
the indicator line of reef at Ballarat East.
A number of people were waiting anxiously
for the honorable gentleman to carry out his
promise, and it was to be hoped that it would
be carried out as speedily as possible.
Mr. HANNAH said that before voting
for this proposal to spend over £1,000,000)
he wished to know from the Premier
whether it did not mean practically
that the construction of t.he Moe and
'Valhalla railway line would be resumed.
He understood that that would be the
effect of it. If that were so, he would ask
hunorable members all round the chamber if
it did not app~ar to be a most demoralizing
state of things, namely, that the Premier
should practieally get hold of a large sum of
money which would enable him to proceed
further with the construction of this railway
line, in spite of the distinct understanding in
thi~ House a~d in another place, that the line
should not be continued further until it was
so decided by Parliament. Honorable memo
bel'S knew that for over twelve months that
line, so far as it had been built, was a nonpaying .)ne. It had been a useless expenditure.
Mr. MURRAY.- vr e have not been losing
anything in working expenses.
Mr. HANNAH said that if the line had
not been losing working expenses it needed
very little statesmanship on the part of the
Minister of Lands to see that the further extension of the line would not pay for axle
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grease. He (Mr. Hannah) und~rstood that
at present the country was losing from 4 to
4i per cent. on the construction of the line,
which up to the present had not earned a
single penny.
.
Mr. W A'l'T.-!\O trains have been run on it.
Mr. HANNAH.-Exactly.
Mr. W AT'l'.-Then how can it earn anything 1
Mr. HANNAH said he was not desirous of
blocking men from getting employment; but,
as be stated two years a~o on the floor of the
House, he was one who would lift his voice
every time against the building of non-paying
railway lines for political or any other purposes. It seemed to him that if the Premier
desired to proceed further with the MoeWalhalla railway line, the manly and straightforward position for him to take up was for
\ him to come down with a Bill' authorizing the
expenditure of the money, 80 that honorable
members might know where they were.
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-Whercis there
any item in this schedule for that line?
Mr. HANNAH said the Pre'mier stated
that Mr. Kernot had informed him that he
had a large number of rails which were practically secondhand. and thai he was prepared
to start and put this work in hand at once,
in "'hich case employment would be given for
300 men. There was money that could be
expended to the advantage of the community.
Seeing that members had experience in connexion with other railway lines, they ought to
be very cautious now. Some very heavy
burdens had been placed on the community.
He not.iced olle of our white elephants was
aga.in facing members. and it wa.s one which
was now under the control of the energetic
Minister of Agriculture and Water Supply,
namely, the Maffra Beet Suga.r Factory. It
was rearing its head again, for there VI'as a
sum of £876 in the schedule to be exp€nded
on that factory. It· seemed to him that
members were lax in their duty if they took:
fOt' granted wha.t Ministers might say. 'l'he
honora.ble member for Flemington had criticised the electric railway from St. Kilda to
Brighton.
It was the duty of bonorable
members to be very careful, and to know
exactly what they were doing before passing
such a Bill as this. Was this the action of a
statesman and of a man such as the Premier
claimed to be ?
Mr. GAUNsoN.-Are you a statesman?
Mr. HANNAH said he did not think the
honorable member who interjected would
ever have another opportunity of showing his
statesmanship. After being 35 years in public life his name would go down to po:;terity
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as one of the greatest failures that the public
had known. He (Mr. Hannah) would be
compelled to use every forni of the House to
block the passing of this measure until he
knew definitely what he had to vote upou.
Interjections were con~tantly being made t
but he could not hear all of them. It was a
pity that there was no standing order to
deal with plilitical larrikinism such as that
displayed, particularly by the honorable
member for }<~endon.
Mr. GAUNSON rose to a point of order.
He wished to know if it was in order for a
member to attribute political larrikinism tt>
another?
Mr. WATT said he understood the
honorable member for the Railways Service
to fix that expression on him. He r<>mem·
bered a time when the late leader of the
Labour Party, Mr. Trenwith, referred to the
cond uct of the present leader of the Labour
Party as being pot-house politics. Although
true it was ruled out of order, and the Chairman should take the same course now.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK said the
expression should certainly be withdrawn.
The CHAIRMAN.-Honorable members
have brought a lot of this on themselves by
continually interjecting. I have tried my
best to prevent interjecting by calling out
" order," and I hope honorable members will
endeavour to assist me to preserve order.
rrhe words used by the honorable member
for the Railways Service are certainlyoffensive, but I do not know that thev were
applied to any honorable member in particu.
lar. If they were they should certainly bewithdra.wn.
Mr. HANNAH sa.id he would withdraw
the expression.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said he
would ask that a statement made bv the
honorable member for Essendon sho~ld be
withdrawn. That statement was made in a very
astute and cnnning manner. Under ooyer of
ra.ising a point of order the honorable member
brought in a matter that was before the House
some years ago, and the honorable memberwho made that statement at that time had t()
withdraw it. The honorable member for Es-sendon was not satisfied with referring to the
matter and quoting the words, but added thai
they were true. Surely the honorable member for Essendon could not make a statement
that the then honorable member for Rich~
mond had to withdraw.
Mr. W ATT.-Are you sure he had to with·
draw it?
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Yes.
Mr. 'VAT'T.-Did you look it up?
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Mr. J. "V. HILLSON (Fitzroy).-No; he
took the honorable member's word for it.
'1'he CHAIRMAN.-I did not catch the
exact words at the time, but I heard some
words about a pot-house politician, and they
should be withdrawn.
M r. WATT said he wished to know if the
Chairman ruled that au honorable member
was not elltitled to cite previous rulings in
discussing a point of order.
The CHAIRMAN.-I understand that the
honorable member did not only cite the
previous ruling, but said that the statement
which was the subject of that ruling was
true.
Mr. GA UN SON said the honorable member for Essendoll did not say that the
honorable member for North Melbourne was
a pot-house politician, but said that it was
true that :Mr. 'l'renwith had said 150.
The CHAIHMAX.-It is difficult to know
what the words used were, but they are considered ofiensive, and the honorable member
who llsed them should. as an ex-Minister of
the Crown and an old member of this House,
withdraw them. 1 feel sure he will do the
right thing.
Mr. \V AT'1' said that if the honorable
member who represented the Public Offioers
had been briefed by him he would accept the
honorable member's interpretation, but, as it
was, the honorahle member was not right.
He (Mr. Watt) did say that the statement
was true, and wished now to withdraw it.
Mr. HANNAH said that, in conclusion, he
wished to ask the Premier if he was prepared
to give the information req nested.
Mr. \V ATT said there was one matter he
wished to direct the attention of the Treasurer
to, as the Comn1ittee were not ~ati8fied concerning it. That was Item 63 (a.) "For the
cOllstruction of new roads, and for the improvement of Crown lands, £60,0()0." By
the way that it was numbered, it appeared as if
the itern was put in in a hurry, or at the last
moment. Members were told that the total
slim they were asked to vote was for two
months' temporary Supply, but that did not
hold in regard to item 63(a). That was a
vital objection.
No one objected to vote
what the honOl'l'l.ble memher for Prahran described as purely routine votes, which mnst
be passed year after year, and were mostly for
salaries and commitments. \Vould the Treasnrer say that this £60,000 was a two months'
proposition also? Was the sum of £360,000
to be set a~ide for the construction of new
roarIs and the improvement of Crown lands
thi~ year 1 If this item were not an ordinary
two months' \'ote, it should not be in this
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schedule, but should be in a Bill by itself. It
did not matter whether it meant the employment of more or fewer men. Members were
charged by the Constitution and by our practice to safeguard the revenues of the Trea·
sury and their proper disbursement.
~o
long as the Assembly passed votes loosely, so
long would members neglect their duty in
that respect. This shonld commend itself
to the serious attention of the 'l'reasurer.
Mr. BENT.-I decline, on the spur of the
momellt, to say anything. r want time to
consider it.
Mr. WATT said that, in view of the information published in the English papers, he
hoped that the Premier and his colleagues
would at once consider the necessity for cancelling the authority and facilities that had
been given to Dr. Rentoul.
Mr. BENT.-What right have I got to
do anythillg without consulting my colleagues 1
Mr. W A'1''l' said he was only asking the
Treasurer to consider, as early as possible, the
representations made in the Chamber, and
the information supplied to the public, to
show the necessity for immediate a.ction.
Mr. SOLJ~Y.- "Vhat is YOllr objection to
Dr. Rentoul?
:Mr. ,¥ ATT said he had lots of objections.
Mr. .J. W. HILLSON (Fitzroy) said he
would like to call attention to the item of
£800 for the development of export trade.
He wanted to kllow in what way the export
trade was to be developed. Ko il~f0rmation
had been given as to how the money was to
be used, and it might me~n anything. It
might be something that the HOllse would
approve of, or something that would be disapproved of, and the Committee was entitled
to some explanation.
He knew nothing
whatever about this iteln, and he wanted
an explanation from the Minister. A
couple of agents had been appointed at
salaries of £750 per annum, aud he wanted
to know if it was in connexion with them
that this money was required. The' House
was entirely in the dark.
Mr. \VARDE.-It is the enormous increase
of trade with J apau since they went there.
An HONORABI~E MEMBER.-Is there to be
no explanation?
Mr. BEN'L'.- "'-e do not explain everything
at once. "Ve will take them all toget.her.
Mr. F AIRBAIR~ said that, in connexion
with the item of £60,000 for the const.ruction of new roads and the improvement
of Crown lands, he considered that this
would assist very greatly in relieving
the present distress amongst the genuine
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unemployed, and that was a very desirable object. He hoped that the Premier
would take great care that those persons
registered 011 the Labour Bureau, who had
already been asked to go to work in various
parts of the country and had refused to do so,
should have t,heir cases fully inquired into
bcfere being offered employment on these
works. He hoped that the Premier wonld
/ilee that a propel' explanation was given why
they had n~t gone tc work when it was offered them. He would like to know if they
would have the opportunity of encumbering
the ground of the Bureau any longer. They
did the genuine unemployed a great
deal of harm.
Mr. WILKINs.-There are a number of
men sent for to do work for which they are
physically unfit.
Mr. WATT.-Yes; that is one explanation.
Mr. FAIRBAIRN said that then their
cases should be nvted, and they should not
be called upon to do that kind of work a
second time. That ought to be part of the
proposed re-organization of the Labour
Bureau.
Mr. WILKINs.-Sometimes when they give
that explanation they are refused registration.
Mr. FAI RBAIRN said that thatdid not seem
at a.ll fair. He entirely sympathized with
the unemployed, and he considered that the
Bureau required re-organization. He thought
that there were a good many humbugs
there.
Mr. W A'l'T.-They are led by one.
An HONORABLE MKMBER.-Thel'e are a
good many amongst the sq uatters.
Mr. FAIRBAIRN said that that was not
what they were discussing.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-There were humbugs at
Scots' Church.
Mr. FAIRBAIR~ said that cat:e should
be taken that the men who were on the
"agitation job" should be sifted from the
men who really ,,,anted work.
Mr. THOMSON said that, in connexion
with this matter, as the question of nhe
employment to be provided had been brought
up, he maintained that tbe whole of that
employment should not be given to the
, people in the large centres. In the country districts there were a nnmber of men
ju~t as much iu want of employment as those
in the towns, and perhaps they were more
adapted to this particnlar work. The men in
the localities in which this work was to be done
should have an opportunity of obtaining
employment there. He did not object to
lUerl being sent from the cities, as long as the
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local men got their fair share. He did not
know whether the Premier intended to
employ prison labour in making these roads.
Mr. BENT.-J do not.
Mr. THOMSON said that, so far as he
was concerned, he did not care what was done
so long as the roads were made in the
couutry. '1'he honorable member for Geelong laughed, but if he had to travel on those
country roads he might get drowned. He
believed that the honorable member had got
stuck in the Glenelg district.
Mr. W ATT.-He got caught in his whiskers.
Mr. THOMSON said he thought that
the money should be voted so that the work
could commence at once.
Mr. G. H. BE~NE'(,T (Richmond) remarked that there had been a good deal
said in reference to the Labour Bureau,
and as the representative of a purely
working man's district, he thought he had
had as much to do with the unemployed
as most other members. It was hard to
see, morning after morning, 20 or 30 men,
in many cases on the 'ferge of starvation, at
the Bureau looking for employment. He
would appeal to the Premier not to allow any
reverend gentleman, biahops, or anyone else,
to send lists of the unemployed to the Bureau,
as it interfered with Mr. Whitehead, who was
a very sympathetic gentleman, and who endeavoured to do all that he could for the unemployed. Lists of men were sent. there.
Mr. BEI\T. - If lists are sent no order has
been made about the matter.
Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Richmond)
said that on one occasion the Rev. Mr.
Edgar had sent a list, and the honorable
member for Essendon had sent another
list. This was unfair to other members.
If they went to Mr. Whitehead they would
be told, as he had been, "There is no
use in sending a letter." Mr. Whitehiad
could not speak out against the Government,
and he (Mr. Bennett) only wished there was
a committee appoimed to deal with the
matter.
He could honestly say that the
people in Richmond, in some ca.ses, were next
door to starvation, and no public man shonld
have to put his hand contiDl.lally in his pocket
to deal with these cases, as they felt compelled to do. Some members were not in a
position to contribute, but they could not
send starving men and women away. He
appealed to the Premier, who had been very
kind last year in giving sums of money to
the different ladies' benevolent societies, to
do what he could to relieve the unemployed. '
The Premier had had experience of the way
these ladies worked. They went round from
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house to house making' illgl1lrICS. and he
was satisfied that if money was to be cOlltributed it would be far better spent by them.
A woman had comc to him that morning
who had been receiving' 2s. a week from
a benevolent society for the support of herself and two children. He believed that the
Melbourne Benevolent Society had only
auout £1,O()O. That was no good for relieving the distress in Hichmond, where £50
was gone in lIO timc, though dole!i out at the
rate of Is. and Is. 6d. He cOllld honestly
say that in eighteen years' experience he had
never seen ~nch downright distress. Mensome of them good workers who had been
employed by himself-had come to him, and
they had hardly got a boot to their foot. If
they were offered a job to·morrow they could
not take it for want of boots. If £50 were
given to Hichmond, Collingwood, and other
places to-morrow morning, at least SOllle unfortunate women and children would be able
to get a loaf of brea.d. It nearly made a man
cry to think. whell he saw these nnfortunate
people, that he could !lot always put his band
in his pocket.
SOUle members could ill
afford it. He appealed to the Premier to see
if he could not do something immediately to
alleviate the distress, and further, to allow no
interference with Mr. 'Vhitehead.
If that
gentleman was allowed to work without interference there would be no favoritism, and
everyone would be satisfied.
Mr. LIVIXGSTON said that in C011nexion with the question of education, he
""'Quld like to impress on whatever Ministerwas
representing the 1finister of Public Instruction in the Assembly, the very bad system that
prevailed in country districts for the extension of schools. Of course, it was said by the
officers of the }Aucation Depa.rtment and the
Minister of Public Instruction, that it took a
great deal more money to educate a child
in t.he country than in the cities.
Granted that that was the case, was it justifiable that a child or the parents of that
child should be penalized? He understood
that it was boasted that education in Victoria was free, and there should be no
contribution by parents for el:tending educational facilities. If the Premier ,,,ould cast
his mind back for It couple of years, he would
remember that it was represented to him
that in certain country districts parents had
to contribute to the salaries of the teachers.
The Premier very wisely put his foot down
on that practice, and that abnse was now
done away with. But there ,':as another
abuse existing, and he trusted the Premier
would also Ptlt hi~ foot uown and suppress
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it. That abuse was that in rough, pOnt· districts-he referred more particularly to ccr-.
taln parts of Gippsland, ~s he had experiellce
there-when struggling settlers desired to
ha ve a school for their children, a certain
process had to be followed. A form ba.d to
be filled up and sent to the Education Department, containing particulars as to the
number of children in the district, their
ages, the distances at which they lived from
a school, and other matters. 1n the course
of time-in most cases a long course of time
-an inspector was sent to the district to
make inquiries. He then made a recommenda tion to the officers of the Department.
The next step taken was for the Department
to approach the parents of the children, and
ask t.hem how much they were prepared to COJltribute towards the erection of a school. They
were practically asked how much they were
going to pay to have their children educated.
If there was a public hall erected by the
people in a district, and the Department
was asked for a paltry £6 Jr £8 per annum
to keep it in repair, the Department asked
the residents how much of that amount they
were prepared to pay-the very people who had
erected the hall. That was the usnal conrse
in the country, but just the opposite course
was taken ill the cities or towns. He recently attended a deputation that asked
for the extellsion of school bui!dings
at Middle Park, the suburb in which he
bappelled to reside. The honorable memberfor Albert Park pointed out to the Minister
that it would be to the interest and advantage of the State to erect extra buildings instead of paying £75 and over to hire btlildings. The ~linister did not ask the deputation how much the residents were going to·
contribute towards the amount paid in rent,
but promised to make inquiries to see
whet.her it was possible to extend the present
buildings,'probably at a cost of 8everal thousand pounds.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I am afraid he is still inquiring.
Mr. LIVINGSTON said he did not think
the :\linister would ever approach the Albert
Park people to put their hands in their
pockets.
Could not the present state of
things be put an end to? These hardships'
might appear very small to some members,
but in country districts, where it took the
selectors all their time to pay their rents
and improve their selections and live, it became a very considerable drag upon t.hem,
besides the gross injustice of it. The Department was absolutely levying black-mail upon
t.he struggling districts of the ~tate before
I
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it would allow them the ordinary facilities to
educate their children.
W us that right or
fair? It was no good to talk of putting
people on the land when they were given not
the slightest encouragement of any social
surroundings, nor any inducement, such as
the opening of schools, to stay on the
land in rough wild places.
They were
told to put
their
hands
in their
pockets and pay for school accommo-dation.
He trusted the Premier would
put an end to this black· mail. If there
was to be free education, let the Department pay the trifling rent for the various
buildings necessary. As an instance of the
,absurd position that the Department had
taken up, there happened to be aStute
school closed in a district in his electorate.
1t was proposed to remove it 4 miles
.away where it would accommodate a certain
number of childreu. The people approached
the DepartmerJt, who asked them how much
they would pay for the removal of the
building. 'rhe people promised to pay for
the removal. They were then asked if they
had a site. 'l'hey said they had. They were
.asked to provide it free, or if they did not
the Department would not allow the building to be removed; so they had to provide
the site. Then they were asked to hl:l.nd
the title over to the Department and pay
the cost of the transfer. They had to 00
this, or otherwise they would not have got
the school, and now the Department had the
brazen effrontery to tell the same people to
put their hands in their pockets and fence
the ground. It was surely hard enough
<>n struggling selectors to put up with all
their present difficulties without having to
pay for schools. He felt he must raise. his
voice on the subject of Dr. Rentoul's appointment.
He did not believe 1 per cent.
of the people of the ~tate had the slightest
idea that Dr. Rentoul was given any elloouragemerJt to malign the people of Victoria, or that he was to be paid for doing so.
Mr. BENT.-It was llot to malign, but to
praise the St.ate.
Mr. LIVINGSTON said the people all
kne\\' what the Rev. Dr. Hentoul's praise
meant-praise fro. his own particular poinli
of view and his own particular standard. It
would have been better if the reverend gentleman had been paid £200 to stay at home
,and keep his mouth shut, but it was altogether wrong for him to have practically a
free hand, and to speak with authority as
representing the people of Victoria in the old
~ountry.
He would be very sorry indeed to
think the reverend gentleman was represent-
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ing his (Mr. Livingston's) views. The item
of £60,000 for the construction of new roa.ds
and the improvement of Crown lands was flo
departure which the great bulk of the members of the House would support. It might
not have been done,perhaps, in the particular
way that would suit the views of some members, but it was a good thing to relieve the
distress at present existing, and if the Premier
was forcing the matter perhaps a little
fast he was certainly doing it in the right
direction. He was doing a good deed, and
deserved the enconragement and sympathy of all right-minded members. 'J he
improvement of Crown lands was a subject
upon which he had spoken to the honorable
gentleman on many occasions. He understood tha.t the new reads contemplated would
be national roads through the rough country,
not only in Gippsland, but in all parts of th6
State.
'l'he sum of £60,000, however,
Still it Wtt8
would not be sufficient.
a beginning, and personally he desired
to thank the Premier for taking into
consideration these rough districts and
the difficulties they had to encounter.
He did not understand the item of £1,374
for milk and dairy supervision, and
would like some explanation of it. It referred
to a celebrated measure before the House
Jast session. He did not know wha.t objects
this amount was to be devoted to in
carrying out 'the Act, but he understood last session that the dairymen of the
State had to provide the money to work the
Act. The fee of 6d. per cow was supposed
to cover the whole of the cost of supervision,
but he underst~od that the D&partmellt of
Agriculture intended to vary the principles
embodied in the Aet. Honorable members
"vould remember a division on his proposal
to reduce the fee from 6d. to 3d., when four
other honorable members followed him to
the opposite side of the House. The argument adduced for voting against that amendment was, that the 6d. per cow was to be the
maximum fee. The Department of Agriculture proposed now to shuffle out of that
by a side-track,
Although some shires
might have sufficient cows in their territory
to bring the fee down to 4d., the Department very cleverly proposed to transfer some
of the cows from one shire into another which
had not so many cows, and 80 keep the fee
up to a maximum of 6d. in both cases. That
was a pure violation of the Act, and he
trust-ed the Minister would not allow it
to be carried into effect, but would allow the
maximum fee to be brought below tid. where a
shire had sufficient cows within its territory.
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If that was not allowed he would later on
call the attelltion of the House to what was
practically a violatioll of the principles contained in the Act.
Mr. BEN'l' ::;aid he had made a note
of the matters meutioned by the honorable
member for Gippslaud ~outh, and intended
to inform his colleague, the Minister of
Public Instruction, of the salient points of
the honorable member's speech, but he would
not put in the rough parts. The Minister
of Agriculture deserved all the honorable member had said, because he was
making encroaches npon his (Mr. Bent's)
proposed surplus and be did not like it, but
the honorable gentleman could speak for
himself. The honorable melnber for Fitzroy
was right in assuming that a portion of the
vote for the development of the export
trade would be used for the payment
of the salaries of those two ingenious
a.nd expert gentlemen who had gr)l1e to other
lands. The balance was for shows and exhibitions in London. The State was going
to have a great show in London of its agricultural products, at a cost of £1,000. The
Government were going to take good care at
any rate t,hat Dr. Hentonl would not be
in this show. He noticed that other honomble
member::; wished to speak, but he hoped the
Committee would ~nt1lt him thi::; small sum.
He was llot a::;ldng- for thi::; motley because of
distres~.
I t was for work::; that were
absolutely lleces::;al'y. The Chairman of the
H~lilwn,'ys Commissioners hud sent him up a
stat.ement to-night. He weut do\\'u to see that
gelltlemall to day, because he wanted to
ascertaiu from all the Departmeuts what
opportunit.ie~ there were of givillg employmcut. l\Ir. Tait iufol'llled him that thel e
were 80d more SllpCl'llllmeraries and casual
employes in the Department at the present
time than there were at the correspollding
period hu;t year. 'Vhat the hOllorabie member for Hiehillonrt said about the Ladies'
Benevolent Soeieties was quite right, and he
made all nl'ntllgernellt this morning in regard
to the matter, eyen at the risk of being
censured over it.
Mr. PRESDEIWAsT.-In nearly every instance t hcse benevolent societies do not give
more than 2s. 6d. a. week to anybody.
Mr. BE~T said it was stated that the
societies were too con8erYad ve and made too
mauy inquiries.
Mr. G. H. BENNETT (Richmond).-They
have not got the mOlley.
Mr. BENT said he also went down to-day
to sec ~Ir. ~Ieek distributing the mOlley that
he was authorized to distribute for the
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relief of necessitolls cases among the unemployed. He saw a numher of poor women
and children there. Mr. Meek was dividing
the money uicely, and the people were
pleased alld satistied. He was uot going to
restrict himself to £300 if more was wanted.
Money had been intrusted to a respon:-;ible
officer, who was doing his work iu a kindly
and sympathetic mauner; bu~ he was uot gOlllg
to give the men an extra bob to get a dl'imk.
'l'here were some of them waiting outside to see if they could get an extra
shilling, but the money was given away
in the shape of order~ for food, as the
desire was that women and children should
get the benefit of the mouey. He had made
arrangements that day in connexion with the
benevolent societies, about which a question
had been asked la::;t week by an honorable
member. .A Ladies' Benevolent Society hud
no right to have a balance of £1,000. The
money in the hauds of benevolent societies or
hospitals wa!'; inteuded for the relief of distress, for the ,~ick or the hungry, and it was
not int.ended that societies should have
thousands of pounds lying to their credit.
When the money wasexpended properly, honorable members would always come forward
and give assistance, notwithstanding the
carping criticism that was now being indulged
in. These societies had no right to hold
these large sums, and get interest on
the money.
'l'hey were asked not to
deal with their funds with a stingy
hand, because the expenditure of an extra
shilliug or so, if it was dOlle properly, would
be no harm to the country. He would rather
give a shilling more than a shilling less..
With regard to the matter which had been
called attention to by the hOllorable member
for the H.ail ways Service (Mr. Solly), be had
ordered more t.han a fortnight ago that in all
the State scbools where thtlre were kitchens
for the cooking classes, and where the schoolmaRter found that children were hungry, the
ahiJ.:iren were to be given something; and
that in places where there was no kitchell in
cOlluexion with the school, the head teacher,
if he ascertaiued that there was any child
sent to school hungry, was to give it something to eat, without making any parade
of the action, and that the Government
would pay him for it.
Mr. SOLLy_-There was a case in Richmond where the Ladies' Benpvolent Society
was asked for assistance for a lady and two
children, and they sent two policemen to investigate the case.
:Mr. BE:Nrr said that with regard to th.e
ladies' societies, he might mention that his
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daughter was a member of one of them, and now have done with it. What was the good
did a lot of work in conuexion with it. The (If talking1 The Government had·done their
ladies who took part in the working of these best.
societies should he praised and not blamed.
'Tis not in mortals to command success.
Mr. PHElIJDERGAST,-We are not blaming But the Government had done more-they
them, but they dole out very small amounts had deserved it.
Mr. lJ. 'V. BILLSON (Fitzroy) remarked
in aO.me districts, rl'he fund wants supplementmg.
h
' ld b->e used for
'd h
ld t k th
k ' t at some 0 f t h'IS £20000
,
WOll
M r. BENT
..
sal
e wou
~ e, e.remar s old-a e ensions.
of honorable mem bel'S as an mdlCatlOIl that
g p
they would not be vexed if he did a little
Mr. BENT.-J think so.
more during the winter than he was doing.,
Sir ALEXANDER PEAcocK.-Old-age penThe societies might also know that they could sions are provided b'y special appropriation.
Mr, J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) said that
give a little more. With regard to the
£60,000, be did not want it to go round that on this item he desired to mention It case in
this was for relief works. It was for worl,s connexion with the old-age pensions. It was
to improve ~tate property. He wauted no the ca::le of an old lady, a H.oman Catholic,
sympathy at all. He wanted the vote for who had been receiving a pension of, he bepermanent works of a character that would lieved, 8s. She thought she was about
help the countr'y and promote its best interests, to die, and went to the Little Sisters of
and not for anything else. He hoped honor- the Poor, as she wished to die amollg her own
able members would give this small sum. He people. After a time, unfortunately for herknew that, alt.hough honorable members criti- self, she did not die, and the pension was imcised the item a bit, they were not afraid to mediately stopped. This old lady loved her
let the Government have the expenditure of freedom, and was told she could ohtain her
this £60,()()0. He would admit, if they liked, pension al[ain on making application for
that this was being done in a hurry, but he it.
She applied, ulld had been kept for
would ask how long it would take to bring in months without her pension. The people
Bills and Estimates in order to deal with this whom she had been living with were very
matter.
poor, and could not keep her any longer.
Mr. J. W. HILLSON (Fitzroy) ..:.....The She went to him (Mr. Billson), and he called
trouble is that \\'e are voting the money at the Old-Age Pensions office, and was told
in the dark.
,that there would not be any trouble in
Mr. BE~T.-Wherp, else could you vote it~ getting the pension again. 'fhe matter,
Mr. J. \V. BILLSON (P'ilzroy).- Explana- however, dragged on. At last, however, Mr.
tion is necessary to enlightenment.
Weire told him that the only hope was to get
''Mr. BENT said he had given t.he figures the old lady into the Benevolent Asylum for
showing where one-third of the money was a fortnight, and that she would then get a
going. If honorable 'members could nOlt ti"llSt pension. She remained there a month. She
the Government they might still let the WIiS determined to have her liberty, and came
amount go and then have a shot at the Go- out, and again applied f{)r the pension. This
vernmellt if they did wrong.
had been going on sillce last April, when she
Mr. J. VV. BILJ.SO:-.l (/('ilzroy).-I would came out. She was also told that her
not trust you as fa'r as I could throw you, pension would accumulate fronl the time of
after Barwon and Glenelg.
her application, The result was that the
Mr. BENT said he would ask the honor- . people with whom she was living had charged
her so much a week, and this cbarge had
able member for goodness sake not to remind been accumulating.
When the old lady
him of one of the greatest blessings that had obtained her pension, she would only get it
fall~n to this country. Tha Government had from the fortnight prior to the next payment,
hit the honorable membees party hip and whereas her indebtedness had been accumu
thigh. He did not want to gloat over the lating since last April. She had, therefore,
victory. He rather sympathized with, the 110 possible h01;)e of gettillg ont of debt.
f'
honorable member,
Mr. HANNAH.-"Ve might have the
Mr. BE~'f.-I am not fl. spiritist. W"hy
Mount Gambier railway line sprung upon did :you not tell Prendergast?
us here.
Mr. GAUNSON.- Why did YOIl not see the
Mr. BENT said he would ask honorable Minister about it long ago?
members for goodness sake to now drop the
Mr. IT. W. BILLSO~ (FitZ1'OY) said be had
matter. They had had a flutter, and should been to the office.
Ses.~ion
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Mr. G.w{\,H()~.-Then why did yon not
bring it up before the Ministry?
),11'. J. W. B I LLSUN (lfTitzro.lJ) said he
would be asha.med to be a man of the stamp
of that hOllorahle member, whl) was not in his
l'io'ht mind half his time-non cump~ls mentis.
o
:\1r. GAUNSON. -De .lJustifms 11011 e.~t d'~sputrwdnrn
~lr. SAXUSTE n sta.ted tha.t he would
uot lHwc referred to this it,em if the Premier
had not allmled to him.
Tho Ha.rbor TrLlst
had determiueu to widell the Coode Canal,
and to epelld mOlley upon the work. Hitherto
the stntf that had beel) taken ont ill thi::; process hacl oeel) pllt dOWll the bay. The
Premier saw that it would enhance the value
of Crown land beside the river if the material
was placed 011 the I il.n el, and the Government
were proposing to spend a few ponnds extra
in ordir that this might bo dOlle. lIe might
mcntioll that there were a llumber of mon at
Port Mel bOil l'llO who thought that the
Fishermen's Benel would be a splendid place
for workmen's homes, and they applied to the
Miuister of Lam}:.; fot' n, certlLill area on which
to e~tahli~h workmen's homes there. The
Ministet· sympn.thetiea.lly said tha.t he would
consider t he matter favorably, but that he
wall ted a report. frolll hiH officers as to whether
the plaee was ~Hlitable for this pm·poso. The
otlicer to whom the matter was submitted
reported that the place was not suitable, beCll.use the locality was too low, and could not
he drained.
'i'he Premier had q uestione(l
why workmen's homes should be e~tablished
there 0ll land which \vas worth £400 an acre.
But it was Hot worth 100 pence au nere
lI11le~g it wa~ raised, as was pr()posed to be
dOlle.
This In,llll could not be built on at
presellt, because it was so low. The money
it was proposed to spend there would enhance
the value of the land to n. greater extent than
the expenditure, and wOlllloi, indeed, increase
its value to fiye times as much a~ it was
worth at the present time.
11he Harbor
'rrust were o'oill'r to widen the canal,
whether the U~Vet~llnent took the stuff or
not, alld the stuff wouhl be pnt down the
bay if the Government did not take it.
If
the GOVel'lJll1ellt took the stuff, and expended
a small amollut of money for this pnrpose,
they wOllld not only be enhancing the v:1lue
of the lanel, but providing' emplQyment for a
couple of hundred men for twelve months.
If £50,000 WH,S used for this work it
would not be a bad expenditure. He would
ask the Minister of Lands if there WliS any
possible hope of getting a couple of hundred
acres of that for workmen's homes.
The
Premier kne w it was llot worth £400 an acre.
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Mr. BEN'l'.-I have an ofter.
Mr. \V ATT.-'l'ake it quickly; snatch it.
Mr. SANGSTER.-Why lIot take it?
Mr. BEN'l'.-lf I did you would say I traffic
in land. If I sell the land I camlOt make a
dock.
Mr. SANGSTER said there was plenty of
room for a dock, and hundreds of acres besides. The land there was not being put to
its highest nse.
The Minister of Lands
sympathetically said he would do all he
could to meet the request of the mell. In
the establishment of wnlrkmeu's homes, Port
Melbourne had a special claim.
The
lab(mrers who wanted these homes were
not builders' labourers, or ordinary labourers,
but rail way and stevedore labourers, who
must stay there all the time. There were
hundreds of nlen working at Port Melbourne
for the Hail way Departmen t all the year
roullll, but Hot making more tha.n 25s. per
week, because they were not working coutinuousiy. If they had a I)it of land they could
put in some of their time in working upon it.
It wonld be to the men's advantage to have
the land. and also to the advantage of the
Government, because the Goverllmeu t Blust
have these mell, although they only employed them for two or three days a \reek.
He wonld ask whether they could not have
100 acres, say i of an acre for each man.
That would be to the advantage of the
(Jovernmellt and of the State generally.
Money could not be better speut than in this
particular direction.
Mr. COLECHIN said he wished to draw
attention to the vote for libraries, and to
ask the Premier whether he would look into
the grallts to the libmrie~ at Geeloug. The
sum of £7 had been deducted, and the
balance held over for six months this year.
If the money was paid next year it would be
all right. In cOllnexioll with the money for
the workmen's home~ at Geelong also there
had been nearly two yea.rs' delay. Pp.rhaps
tha.t could be provided for under the vote
for road work~ and bridges.
Mr. BENT.-It has llothing to do with
that.
Mr. COLECHIN sa.id he would -ask
whether the matter would be attended to
before the session closed.
Mr. BEN'I'. -Yes.
Mr. I1AN~ AH remarked that he had
previously occupied the attention of the
'Chamber for SOttle minutes, but he noticei
that, while the Premier had given an answer
to requests made by other honorable members, he had given no answor whatever to
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the question which he (Mr. Hannah) had put
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland Ea.~t).-Are
to him in connexion with the Moe and Wal- you workiug off one of your election
halla raHwav line.
speeches 1
Mr. BENT.-I have already stated that I
Mr. HANNAH said he was not, but he
propose to put on 300 men and to make use might soon have something to say about the
of some of the rails that a.re available. I do honorable mernber, who had allowed it to go
notmind limiting the expenditure to £10,000, forth to the world, through the daily press,
if the honorable member likes, and then that men ",el'e required in his district, and
bring down a Bill if we go auy further. W·ill could obtain lOs. a day, when he knew well
that suit the honorable member?
that they could not earn more than 2s. or 3s.
"
Mr. HANNAH
said that it did not suit a. day. Up to the present, the hOllo-rable
him. The Committee had no facts before it member had never attempted either in this
to show what was likely to be the future of House or through the press to answer the
t.his pa:cticular line. Although the line had statement that a number of men through the
already cost over £30,000 it had brought in Labeur Bureau had been decoyed into that
district, and in8tead of being able to earn 88.
no revenue whatever.
Mr. BENT.-I did not pass the line, you or lOs. a day, the highest that any of them
could earn was 58. rfhis was a matter that
know.
Mr. HANNA H.-No, but unfortnnately, in his (Mr. Hannah's) opinion, and in the
the Premier did start the line upon his own opinion of many other honorable members,
initiation. He came to this House and asked required an explanation from the honorable
for the a.monnt of money that. was necessary. member for Gippsland East. However, the
Mr. BEN'l'.-They could force us to make workers in the honorable member's constituency would probably in due time have
the line to-morrow.
canse
to call him to account.
Mr. HANNAH said he was satisfied that
Mr. J. CAlIERON (G1pps/'a,~d East).-I am
if a committee of impartial men from this
House were appointed, notwithstanding the quite prepared to meet them.
Mr. HAl'iNAH said he noticed that the
glowing accounts given by the Premier himhonorable
member was very anxious to get
self when upon that notable excursion with
the honorable member for Walhalla to this 1\1 inisters into his district as Oft{lll as he
particular district, they would decide against could.
Mr .•T. CAMERON «(i1ppsland East).-That
any further expenditure in this direction.
is in order to educate them.
Mr. BOYD.-I suppose you are about the
. Mr. HANNAH said he hoped the Premier
most imparti91 man here.
would appreciate ,... hat he had stated about.
Mr. HANNAH said he considered himself the way in which these widows and orphans
as impartial on the question of coal as the were robbed of the money they were entitled
honorable member was.
to. In one caRe that had come under his
Mr. BOYD.-That explains your attitude.
notice, a man who had served the State for
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I see there is a Sl1m of overtwenty years died, and his repJeE.entatives
£2,200 here for the carriage of coal.
were then entitled to a sum of £2900dd. The
Mr. HANNAH said it was just as well to Secretary for Railways wrote to the widow a
know that. The Committee were about to Jetter, of which he (Mr. Hannah) had a copy,
This
authorize the expenditure of £10,000 upon stating that that was the amount.
this railway line, and yet t bis very Go'Vern- letter wa~ sent on to the I>roLate ofilce, and
ment was at p~esent denying to widows and the widow was charged upon the amount.
orphans the gratuities they were entitlid to, Immediately afterwards, whell she went to
and which the country recognised they should receive the money, she Wl-lS paid £90 on
get. One or two cases that had come under account, and the Department would not pay
his notice were of the most glaring character, one penny more.
She had t hl'ee or four
and were certAinly to the discredit of the children to support, and tried to l<cep 3
Government and of any humane instincts little shop, but she was now in the most
they might possess.
straitened circumstances
in
Foot~cray.
Mr. W ATT.-N omination day will come This was only one ca~e out of many that
soon.
had occurred in differfn~ parts of the counMr. HANNAH sa.id· he would ask the try. When such a state of things existed
Chairman to talk to some of the honQrable he felt that. he w()uld not be doing his duty,
members in the Ministerial cornel'. He whell it was proposed to spend such a large
woul d ask the Chairman to kindly nl:ll1lC sum of money on the Walhalla line, if he
ihem, because it :was in his power to do so.
did not bring this illjustice forcibly before
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the Committee. The Labour Party had
been referred to recently at Bendigo and
Glenelg, by the Premier, as confiscators and
repudiators. All hOllomble member ill the
Ministerial corner had also stated that. they
were confiscators.
Mr. J. 'N. HILLSON (Fitzro!J).-He had to
climb down.
Mr. HANNAH said that was true.
Mr. W AT ".-Great Scot! You are a
glorious trio to represent the Labour Party
or any other party.
Mr. HA~N AHsaid that when the members
of tho Labour Party got into the honorable
member's meeting at Condah, he had to meet
their'statements.
vVhen he (Mr. Hannah)
left that meeting he had to travel for eighteen
hours, and consequently had to do it ill the
dark, but before he went he thought he
showed to the people at Condah that some of
tbe statements made by the honorable mem':>er for Essendon were about as truthful as
many others he had made. 1:;0 far as repudiation was concerned, this Government had
repudiated the claims of widows and orphans.
He knew that the honorable member for
Essendon did not possess those fine, humane
instincts that were possessed by some of the
other memhers supportillg' the Government,
and it was, therefore, of 110 use appetding to
him ill sneh a mn.tter.
Mr. WATT.-Not from you.
Mr. HANN A II said the mutter was
entirely ontside tho hOlIOlC:tble mem ber's
sphere, and he would appeal to ot her honorable members who, he belieyed, had finer
instincts. He (M r. Ha.nnah) was afraid that
if 'honorable members allowed the schedule to
p~ss now, it would be un\Yi~e and unjust, and
therefore he felt tha,t he could not give his
vote for the pa.ssing of this money, notwithstanding the statement of the Premier tha,t
it meant work for 300 men on the 'Valhalla.
line.
Mr. \V AT'l'.-This is enough to drive a
man mad.
~Ir. HANN AH said he would Ilfl.Ye to ask
the Chairman to name the honorable mem ber
for Essendo11.
Mr. \V AT1'. - We have had enough of this
clap-trap. I t is the same every se~sioll.
Mr. HANNAH said the statement.s
he had hrought before the Committee
were facts, and c mId not
be. contra.dieted. 1'ho Premier knew that these statements were correct. When the House was proroguing the honorable member for Bend igo
\i\T est appealed to the Premier to take
into consideration the fact that the railway men entitled to a gratuity were a
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diminishing quantity-that, although there
had been 8,000 who had previously received
the gratuit.y, there were now only about 2,000
left. ~uch a compact as had been made in the
past should not lIOW be broken. Members
sqolllcl satisfy themselves that in passing this
Bill the country would not be saddled with
any more non.paying rail way lines. When
the great reform movement was 011, there
was nothing hurled against the men who
were responsible for the runnillg of our railways-those men who never had anything to
do with the .construction of them. This
money could be better spent on some lines
that had been recommended for construction
not many miles from the city of Melbourne,
where there was a fairly large population
who could not get their goods easiJy to
market. It was absurd to spend £40,000 or
£50,000 in a place that was occupied only by
cockatoos and lyre birds.
Mr. BENT.-Are there no miners at 'Walhalla1
Mr. HAN~AH.-Yes; but he could
assure the Premier that if he took a referendum of the miners, he would find a large
majority voting against the construction of
the proposed line. He ,,,,as so informed by the
miners aud their representatives.
Ml·. 'VAT'l'.-They would tell you anything.
Mr. HARRIs.-1.'ho Amalgamated Miners'
Association at 'Valhalla elected representatives, who waited on the H.ailways Commissioners, and these representatives supported the liue unanimously.
Mr. HANNAH said he was prepared to
regard the source of his illforn-lation as being
just as reliable as that of the honorable
member who interjected. Already £30,000
had been 'tmllk in this proposal, and it had
been losillg 4.~- per cent. for the last fifteen
months. It would bo better to take u~ the
rails and lay them in some district where
they were more reqnired. Although the
Premier had promised to bring down a Bill
he w')uhl find a way out of the difficulty and
get the matter through all the same.
,Mr. BE~T.-I will withdraw the promise
HOW.

:\J r. H AXXAH said the expenditure of
£ I0,000 was something that honorable members could not honestly vote for, and it was
the clear duty of the Government and their
officers, if they had the information, to lay
it on the table of the Honse, so that honorable members could peruse it and use their
own judgmellt. He was 110t prepared to
vote for even the expenditure of £10,000 on
this proposal. The item was not expressly
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mentioned in the schedule, and members
would not be ,doing an honest thing in voting
blindly for this expenditure. He,was open to
honest conviction if the Premier 01' any other
bonoral;>le member could convince him, but
ulltil he was satisfied he would certainly
lift his voice, not only in the interests
-of his constituents, but in the interests,
-of the taxpayers gelleral1y. Every form
-of the House must be used to block the
thin end of the wedge to pas8 this £10,000
until the necessary information was supplied.
Mr.• J. CAMERON (Gippsland East) said
that, as his name had been dragged into the
debate, he wished to exphlin a little matter
that had come before the Committee. Some
time ago a constituent of his, a Mr. Cumming,
from Orbost, sent a long letter to him stating
that there was a searcitv of men for maizepicking, and that there were some men who
had earned from 8s. to lOs. a day at it.
V

Mr. HAN~AH.-Do you believe that to be
true ~
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).Yes. He was going to read a letter from
that gentleman. He had known lads and
young girls to make from 7s. to 8s. ~l. day
l'eguhrly at n:laize-picking. The letter to
which he referred appeared in one of the
local papers. He might say that he had
shol'll over 100 sheep in a day. He was Sllre
that it would take the honorable member for
the Railways Service (Mr. Hannah) all his
time to shear twentv.' 'fhe letter was IlS
follows:.81&,-1 have noticed in your issue of the 2=lrd
lnst. a comment on a paragraph which appeared in
the A ge concerning ma.lze-picking in this district.
The p~ragraph referred to was very misleading,
and I thought Mr. Oameronwould have corrected it.

He did not see it or he would have done so.
The statement which I made in my letter to Mr.
Cameron was that" smart men at this class of work
<:an earn from 8s. to lOs. per day" You say that they
can do 'nothing of the kUld. In order to ea.rn lOs.
per day a. man has got to pick 24 bags, at 5d. per
bag. N01'1', I am prepared to forfeit £5 to the Bairnsdale hospital if I cannot produce a farmer who has
had 40 ba.gs picked by one man in one day, on condition that you forfeit the same amount when I
bring forward the evidence referred to. You will
notice in the eDclosed form, which has been distributed a.mongst the farmers here from the Government Labour Bureau, \ hat the wages and probable
period of employment has to be stated by farmers
applying for men, so that there is no danger of men
being lured here under false representa.tions.
Ma.ize-picking is usually finished in this district
early in June. This year it will proba.bly be seven
<>r eight weeks later, mainly through scal:city of
ba.nds to do the work, while in Melbourne hundreds of men are clamouring for employmentYours, &c.,
"V. CUMMING.
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'rhere were a number of men in the House
and the ~tate who looked upon it as a disgrace for any man to suggest work for the
unemployed anywhere outside of Melbourne,
while, as a matter of fact, such work was the
very best work for the unemployed. If these
men had gone maize-picking they could have
earned a fair wage, and they might have got
some clearing work afterwards.
Ally man
who took. the unemployed out of this ~tarv
ing city would be doing a good service.
Mr. BOYD said that it seemed peculiar to
him that those members who were always
clamouring for the Government to grant
relief works for the unemployed should talk
as they had done on this Bill. The honorable member representing the Railways
Service (Mr. Ha.nnah) had indicated that he
would use all the forms of the House to prevent this money going tnrough on the Supply
Bill for the purpose of giving work to tbe
unemployed.
Mr. HANNAH.-This £10,000 is not on the
Supply Bill.
Mr. BOYD said it was.
M~. HANNAH.-Where is it?
Mr. BO YD said that it was evident that
the honorable member, with all his lore, had
not read the Supply Bill. In the honorable
member's remarkable spe~ch, which had
ranged over everything in creation and
touched nothing, the whole indication was
that he was going to use all the forms of the
House to prevent this money being voted.
The honorable member had referred. to
speeches that had been made at Glenelg.
There would be a better opportunity of dea.ling with that matter on the Address-in-Reply.
Mr. MACKINNON.-Bury the dead.
Mr. BOYD said that there was evidently
no intention of burying the dead j and, as
far as he was concerned, he would welcome
it if all the recrimination that had been·
poured out during the campaign in the
Glenelg electorate was to be brought up in
the House, so long as he knew that the dis0I1ssion was to take place. He was prepared
to reiterate the whole of the statements he
had ,made during the campaign.
Mr. SMI'rH.-And about the "pulling
of nORes," too?
Mr. BOYD said he would repeat any
statements that he had made. He would
substantiate them, too.
1\1 r. MCGRA TH. - \lVe CRn substantiate
that one all right,.
Mr. BOYD said the honorable member
had crawled out <>f a statement made by him
during the election in a most disreputable
anu contemptible manner.
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Mr. GAu~soN.-In the usnal manner.
'l'he CHAll{MAN.-Order! I appeal to
the House to keep better order.
Mr. GAUN~ON said he rose to a point
of order. He thought the honorable member
for Essendoll should relate the whole" nosepulling" incident, so that the HOLlse would
know what was being discussed.
The CHAIRMAN.-That is no point of
order.
Mr. BOYD ::)uid that that incident had
nothing to do with the matter before the
Chair, and while an honorable member might
De led away by the interjections of another
honorable member, he did not propose to
follow all the ramblings of the honorable
member's mind.
He had risen to ask
the Government whether, out of the item,
"Victorian Railways, £346,000," it was proposed to pay an engineer a salary of £800
per annum to take charge of the BrightonSt. Kilda electric line. He thought that a
salary of £800 for a man to take charge of
that line was ridicp.lously large, unless other
work could he found to keep him fully
employed, so fiS to give the State a
reasonable retnrn for its money. If there
was no other work to be done, then a
cheaper man could be got to do the. work
011 the Brighton-St. Kilda elef:tric lille just
as effectively. There were plenty of mell
in the Railway Department who were capable
of filling the position at a mnch lower salary.
Mr. W AHDE.-·lt is £800 a. year fIDr looking
after 2~ mile::) of lille.
Sir ALEXANDER PItACocl\.--IIe is a very
good man.
Mr. BOYD said that that might be the
case, but he (Mr. Boyd) knew II )thing of his
capabilities. He considered that 22 miles
of electric line did not justify a salary of
£800 per annum.
Sir' AU:xANDlm PF..AcocK.-Hear, hear.
But he is advising the Govcllllnent in connexion with other works.
An HONOHABLE MEMBlm.-It is nearer
4 miles than 2~ miles.
Mr. BOYD said that snpposillg it was 10
miles such a ::)alary would not be j ustifia.ble.
As far as advising the Government on other
works was concerned, he did not know what
that could mean, unless it was with regard
to the electrificat.ion of the suburban railways. rrhere was ~lnother item on which he
would like to have an explanation, and that
was-" State rivers and "Vater Supply Commission, £19,000." Had that anything to
do with the amount of money that should
have been transferred to the 11ew COlllmission 1
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~1r. BENT.- Yes.
Mr. BOYD said that he would also like t<>
know something: in view of the Coal Commission's report, about the item, " Carriage
of Coal, £2,200." Ever since he hnd been
in Parliament he had contended that the
subsidies paid for the carriage of grain and
coal were not warranted, and should never
have been paid. It was simply an i01position by the Rail way Department on the
House, which enahled the Hailway Department to swell its revenue.
Mr. BEN'l'.-You will ob~erve that it has
been reduced by more than one-half.
Mr. BOYD said it onght to be chopped out
altogether.
Mr. BENT.-I think it has been chopped
cut pretty well.
Sir ALEXANDRR PJ<:AcocK.-Why should
we have all this debate on a Supply Bill?
'Ve passed the same amount ill ten minutes.
last session.
Mr. BO Y D said he was afraid the honorable member's memory was at. falllt. There
hl!l.d been a considerable amount of debate on
the Supply Bill last sessio11.
Sir AU:XANDER PEAcocK.-It only took
ah()ut three columns of Hans(tl'd
An HOXORABLE MEMBlm.-Last session
was not the last session of the Parliament.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Oh, I know
that this is the electioneering session.
Mr. BOYD said he was taking exception
to the item now because it was the first
o€casiol1 on which it had appeared this year.
The Government had received and cOllsidered
the report of the Coal Commission, and
he thought that this item should be eliminated altogether. He did not notice any
provision for the carriage of grain in the list.
Mr. CULI.E~.-It is contained in the item
of £5,000 for the carriage of produce.
Mr. BOYD said that both these items.
should be omitted. He did Hot wish to mo,'e
allY motion to tlJat effect, but he certainly
thought a Bill ought to be intr9dllced, if
necessary, to prevent these items from being
contributed to the revenue of tbe Railwa.y
Department year after year.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said that, as the
question of traffic had been commented on,
he might say that it was necessary that someregulation should be adopted, or that theGovernment should take some action, in connexion with the tram way traffic in the northern
suburbs.
The Brunswick tramway along
Elizabeth-street and Sydney-road was one of
the most profitable monopolies in tramways in
existence at the present time. Sometimes on
that line it was impossible for the pa'Ssengel"
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tra.ffio from Parkville to be accommodated
without a wait of an hour. When football
matches were played -on the Carlton
Oval there was no possibility of getting on a
tramcar after it had passed that ground at
·,he conclusion of a match.
:\1r. GAuNsoN.-But that is an extraol'. ~linary state of affairs.
Mr. PRENDEH.GAS'l' said that in llumberless inRtances on ordinary mornings people
.bad to wait until four or five trams had
passed before they could be accommodated.
Anyone who had to catch a train or to get
into tOWll in a hurry from that portion of
Parkville nearest the city was inconvenienced
by htlving to wait owing to the insufficiency
".of trams. It was the same with the Rath-down-street line. The people at the top end
()f North Carlton and at South Brunswick
were clamot;lring for more accommodation. In
<connexion with the system that had given
the Tramway Company an absolute monopoly until 1916 something would have to be
<lone. In America the tramway companies
ha~ been allowed to have control of the
fitrects in the same manner as in Melbourne.
and the result ,vas that in New York and
()ther places underground and ov~rhead lines
had to be coustrncted, as well as the ordinary
:flat lines. There was plenty of room for th~e
-Government to construct a line in a street
parallel with the Brunswick line for the purpose of accommodating the public. If the
Brighton-St. Kilda tramway ever had the
good fortune to meet with such a rush of
traffic as was met with on some of the
Tramway Company's lines, and the wants of
the public were not provided for, there
would be a row in the newspapers in ten
miuutes.
Mr. BENT.-They are rowing alrea.dy.
Mr. GAUNSON said he rose to a point
()f order. The discllssion was" all round my
hat."
The CHAIRMAN.-The honorable member is discussing the Supply Bill, and a considerable amount of latitude must be allowed.
I think he is perfectly in order.
~lr. PRENDERGASrr said the· honorable
member representing the Public Officers was
in the habit, not only of wasting his own
time, but of wasting the time of other honor·
.able members, and the time of the House.
He (Mr. Prendergast) was discussing this
matter on the item for the Railway Department. or "miscellaneous," if that would suit
the hOllorable member. This was.a matter demanding public attention. The Tramway
Company should be [nade to meet it.s obligations, and the public should not be considered.

as
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being merely for the purpose of contributing dividends to the ccmpany.
He also
wished to know whether the company had
the power of varying the charges on the
trams. If a person gOL on a eur he either
had to pay threepence in cash or twopence
by ticket. He questioned whether that was
legal. He did not believe that the company
had the power to do that, and the Govern·
ment. should obtain a legal opinion 011 the
matter, so as to prevent it being done if it
was illegal. The public were made to buy
these tiokets, and they were guaranteeing
the honesty of the servants of the Tramway
Company. This was a matter that should
be looked in~o for the purpose of seeing that
the company paid attention to the wants of
the public.
In connexion with the Bruus-'
wiek line, which he had mentiolled, the COlD. pany ~hould be compelled to put in a siding
at Parkville for the purpose of running
trams from that place at more frequent interva.ls. He had seen trams running down
~ydll.ey·road with lOOpassengers on boal-d,
but the trams were not licensed to carry
more than about nO passengers. It was
time the police paid attention ~o this, for the
purpose of seeing that the public were able
not only to ride when they wished, but to
ride comfortably.
Mr _ HARRIS said he could honestly say
that in his experience, extending over twentythree years, he ht\d never heard such a long
discussion in' the HOllse on the ~upply Bill
as had taken place on this occasion. Sir
Ale-xander Peacock had referred to Supply
Bills being passed on many previous occasions in a very few minutes, and that had
been his (Mr. Harris') experience.
An HONORABLE l\1EMBER.-For 1\ million
of money 1
Mr. HARRIS.-Yes. He regretted ·that
honorable members had had to listen tonight to unwarrantable and unjustifiable
remarks made by one of the representatives
of the Railway Service (Mr. Hannah). That
honorable member was more to be pitied
than blamed. When speaking on the question of the Walballa line the honorable
member, as the poet said of the miser,
seemed to approve of himself notwithstanding that everyone would hiss him. He
made a most unj ustifiable stat~ment with
regard to the attitude of the miners at
Walhalla towards thi8 line. In a community
like Walhalla there would probably always
be fonnd persons opposed. to a rail way; but
one could always find people in every part
'of the world Ot'posed to something that the
great ma.jority approved of. Representatives
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were elected by the Amalgamated Miners'
Association at "Valhalla to voice the views of
the miners on a deputation that urged the
construction of this railway, and they distinctly told the Minister that they were
unanimously in favour of it.
What was
the history of this line?
Originally
19 miles of this railway was illduded
in a Hailway Bill by the late Mr. Gillies.
Subsequently the line was brought before
Parliament, and referred by the House to the
HailwaYRStandingCommittee, which approved
of the line. Subsequently it was brought
before Parliament and passed by both
Houses. Oil a subsequent occasion it was
again brought before Parliament, and again
approved of by both Houses. Who could
bear with pa.tience the silly remarks of a man
like the honorable member, who really did
not understand the position of the line, and.
who evidently had not taken the trouble to
read the evidence ill connexioll with it 1 If
the honorable member had done so, he would
not have uttered a word.
Sir AI.EKANDER PEAcocK.-lIe has done
you a ~ood turn to-night.
Mr. BAH-HIS said the honora.ble member
had done the line a great d8al more good tha.n
harm, because a 11HI.ll who attempted to speak
on a subject he did not understand always
imjured himself more than tbe person he
sought to att~\Ck. Not only did the Legislature approve of the line, but it was supported
by the two great MelLollrlle dailies without
any hesitation. '1'he Minister of Lands sent
down Mr. Black, of the Lands Department, to
ascertain whether the construction of the line
would be de.sirable, and Mr. Black informed
the then Minister that the land to be served,
and the timber that would he utilized
by the construction of the line, would
warrant its construction without Walhalla at all.
Honorable members could
read
this in the evidence submitted
to the Hailways Standing Committee.
Walhalla now stood sec(md on the list of
dividend-payillg gold-fields in the State.
vVith regard to the present portion of
the line
not proving
payable, only
£30,000 out of the total alllount necessary
to eonstruct the line was passed by this
House. 'l'his was only sufficient to construct
10 miles out of the total projected Jength of
27 miles, and it 'vas impossible that its construction for only 10 miles could be payable.
It was essential t.hat it should be carried on,
if not to Walhalla, at least 12 miles
further. j f that was done it would be payable, and when it was completed to Walhalla
it would be the best cross-country line that
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the House could authorize, :)1' that this
country was likely to see.
It was too far
away from Walhalla at present. The coach
proprietors would charge as mnch to carry
pa.ssengers over those 17 miles as they would
to carry them the full 27 miles from Moe to
Walhalla. When the line was carried further
011, it would have the benefi t of the carriage
of merchandise, aB well as passengers, and it
would have the benefit of the traffic in timber
and firewood for the mines. Honorable members would see, if they read the evidence carefully, that the Rail ways Standing Committee
shnwed that the line would be practically payable from the start, and, with
the traffic that would be developed in other
directions, it would be satisfactory to a.ll
concerned. He trusted that before members
allowed themsolves to be misled by remarks
from either side of the House they would
weigh everything that could be said about
the line, when he was confident they would
come to the conclusion 1hat they were perfectly jnstified in passing the vote asked)or
to-night. There was no specific vote 1'efelTing to this line, but it was to the credit
of the Premie.r that he had brought forward
the pl'opos~ls for this public work. He was
sorry that members on the Opposition side
did not applaud the honorable gentleman
for t.he actioll he had taken 011 all occasions
to assist humanity hy providing work for the
genuine ul1empl.oyecl. Honorable members
on the Oppositi0n side immediately denounced
any proposal for the expenditure of money
unless it happened to meet their views.
They should not consider whether the work
was ill their own particular districts. The
honorable member who had criticised the
line spoke about the nlisfortulles of people
in the snburbs, mallY of whom were seeking fot' bread, and whom all hvnorable
members tried to help, and would be glad
to relieve as far as they possibly conld, but
to attack other people without justification
was not the way to assist them. He hoped
the honorable member, before he ventured
again to tread on dangerous ground, w(/uld
gi ve greater consideration to the matter
than he had done Gn this occasion. Time
would not permit him to go more fully into
the matter now. The honorable member
knew that, and he (Mr. Harris) had often
explained the position to him.
Mr. HAN ('\AH observed that the only
argument the honorable member for Walhalla had been able to bring forward to-night
to induce the Committee to pass this vote
was that a Mr. Black, of the Lands Department, had visited this particular portion of
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the country and said there was some excellent land with timber upon it. He had
waited in vain to hear from the honorable
member where he (Mr. Hannah) had been
wrong in opposing the project.
The honorable membtlr did not tell the Committee
what office Mr. Black held in the Lands
Department. What would such an officer
know about the construction of this line or
the likelihood of its paying when finished 1
Mr. THOMso~.-He is an expert.
Mr. HANN AU said Mr. Black might be
an expert in the valuation of land, but the
,honorable member for Dundas did not know
very much about this country. The land
there was not like the land around Hamilton.
A very big portion of the country which the
line would traverse would never be fit for
~ultivalion, and a mile baek from the line it
would require pack horses to carry the produce to the rail way. Had the honorable
member been able to adduce any argument
whatever that had broken fresh ground, or
any new information such as the House was
promised ,,,hen the line was previously under
discussion? The Premier knew that he had
a great deal of trouble to get the vote for
the line ill one of his Surplus Revenue Bills
through another place to enable him to construct 10 miles of it .. The item was only
passed upon the understanding that after the
10 miles had been built the honorable
gentleman ,,"ould lay before both Houses full
information abont the proposal.
Mr. HAHRIs.-That difficulty only arose
there because of the misrepresentatiG)l1s
made.
Mr. HANNAH said the Premier had to
use all the influence he possessed with certain members of another place to enable the
vote te be passed. No Olle watched that
division with greater interest than the
honorable mem ber for vValhalla.
For a
~on8iderable period the honorable member
seemed to h!\~e at stake the issue of his
whole life's work in trying to get this
He (Mr. Hannah)
railway through.
\Vas not opposed to the huilding of a railway
in any portion of Victoria if he was satisfied
that it was a legitimate proposal, and would
show anything like a fair return in the future.
He challenged the honorable member for
Walhalla to prod uce the information necessary to meet the objections' that he (Mr.
Hannah) had been endeavouring to place before the Committee. At present,' and for a
long time pMt, about two coaches three times
a week 'Were ample to carryall the passengers that went from Moe to Walhalla.
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Mr. HARRls.-That statement is not true,
and you know it.
Mr. HANNAH said the Premier knew
that the construction of this line was a
standing joke in the whole district, and even
with the people of Moe itself.
Mi:. BENT.-It was the same at Albury.
Mr. H:A~N AH said he had seen the
cOllntry with his own eyes, and had been
to the trouble of interviewing many of thOle
.living along the route. The passage of this
vote W9.S not justified, even under the pretence
that the work was going to gi ve employment
to 300 men. In that conllexion ,thl3 honorable member for 'Valhalla! tried to mislead
the Committee, and did it very' astutely.
1'he honorable member urged that those on
this (the Opposition) side should be the
first to appln.ud the Premier for a proposal to
give employment to deserving men who were
out of work. Noone was more anxious than
himself to see men legitimately employed.
It would stand to the disgrace of h6>norable
memberR, and to their everlasting shame, if
they were prepared to vote money in connexiOll with a line such as this, which honorable
members on the Opposition side of the HOllse,
and many of those on the other side, knew
perfectly well would never pay axle grease.
Mr. HARIUS.-YOll know that is not cor·
recto
Mr. HANNAH said the honorable member
for Walhalla undoubtedly had all the mining
magnates behind him at the last election, as,
well as all those interested. They kll.ew perfectly well that this line would be a means by
which they, would get cheap timber for their
mines, and that it would effect, so far as they
were concerned, a very large saving.
Mr. BENT stated he was lilot going to sit
there and hear this rll bbish all the time. He
desired that progress should be reported, and
honorable members would see what would
happen.
Progress was then reported.
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY' 1'0 THE
GO"VERNOR'S SPEECH.
THIRD XIGH'l"S DEBATE.
1'he debate (adjourned from the previous
day) on MI'. Campbell's motion' for the
adoption of an Address-in-Reply to the
Governor's speech, was resumed.
Mr. HANN AH.--Last evening, when
progress was reported-Mr. GA UNSON.-Is there any objection to
calling attention to the presence ot strangers
in the House ~
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The SPB~AKEH,.-The hOllorable member
is withiu his rights ill doing so.
~lr. GA t:NSON.-] t is late at night, and
there ought to be rest from this sort of thing.
I have the honour to call attention to the
presence of strallgers in the Honse.
Mr. PHI~NDElwAsT.-The rules arc altered
since you were here; yon are a bit ·ancient.
~Ir. (~AL"Nsox.-Pity my grey hairs.
'The SPEAKEIL-The question is-

That stra.ngers be ordered to withdraw.

The motion was negativod.
Mr. GAUNSON.-I will withdraw lHyself.
I cannot stand this rnisel'able dri vol.
"'
Mr. HANN AH.-Last evening, when progress was reported, I was endeavouring to show
that so fa!" H)o; our party is concerned we had
not had fair play from the press ill connexion wit.h the tW(j) electoral contests that took
place the othel· day, and that consequently
th~re was 110 chance of the public generally
judging, from the statements as published,
between out" policy and that of the Government. 1 showed that in connexion with one
contest there was over 8 feet of space given
to the Government and only
inches to the
Labour Party. Anyhow, one fact stands out,
and that is, that we were only endeavouring
to educate the public in cOl'lneXiOll with
these contests, which were for Government
seats,and to throw as muchlight as we possibly
could upon some of the misdeeds and <doings
of the present Government, not only while
the House was in session, but also during the
recess, by their administration. vVe were
twitted with doing an unfair thing in attempting to wrest a Government seat from
the Ministry, and it ·was said that it was a
thiilg which had never been heard of before.
But evidently the Premier himself had forgotten that ~n a previous oceasion he himself
went into a labonr stronghold and endeavoured to wrest a seat from the Labour
Party-a seat that had been held by one of
its members. Upon that memorable occasion
the honorable ·gentleman lost his £50.
We felt that the only legitimate way
we had to make known to the people
of thiH ~tate the requirements and
necessities (If the country was to take the
platform alld show the useful legislation that
is required in ordor to make this country
what it ought to be. VVe have heard a great
deal of late as to what closer settlement was
to do for the COllntry, and how it was going to
enable men to get upon the land who were
now beiuK driven out of the State. But
what do we find 1 The closer settlement

2t

Address-in-Reply.

policy was of course very strongly opposed
thi~ (the Opposition) side of the HOllse,
because of the non-inclusion of compulsory
purchase, for we pointed out very strongly
and. clearly that this measure, without compulsion, would simply play into the hands of
the present land·owners, and would onable
them to get higher prices for their htnd, as a
result of the purchases by the Government.
\Ve find that this, to a very large extent, has
come trne. 'Ve find that the land that ought
to be resumed has !lever been bought by the
Government, because, there being no cOlllpulsiG)ll. and the owners not getting the amount
they asked, they refused to sell it. In the'
division that was taken last night with
respect to compulsQry purchase, and also as·
to the necessity of a lanel tax, honorable members who have placed these questions beforethe country, and who have been returned upon
them, and who in their places here haye reiterated the necf'ssity for that legislatioll,
must see that without compulsion and the
necessary land tax, which were so effecti ve in
New Zealand, we are not likely to do anything of permanent good in Victoria. I cannot too strollgly condemn the want of foresight shown by the GoyernmEllt in these
matters, for at present there is a demand 011
the part of a large llumber of people who are
desirous of getting upon land where they may
make a decent livelihood.
It has been said
that plenty of land has been offered to the
Government. That is being repeatedly said
by the Premier. But I would remind thePremier that· when he was at Glenelg the
peorle in that district urged him to resnme
some of the magnificent land there. What
did the honorable gentleman tell the people
from the platform ~ He said he was going to
put the principle of compulsory purchase into
practice, and that in their district he was
going to resume one or two estates they had
been clamouring for. The people took him
seriously, and believed his statements. As
soon as the large land-owners thought the
honorable gentleman meant business in that
direct.ion a deputation, headed by the honorable member for 'l'oorak, and representing th~
interests of the squatocracy and the monopolists 0f this conntry, waited on the Premier'
and suggested to him the unwisdom of doing
what he had promised.
The honorable
gentleman replied-" Yon need not be
troubled.
As far as this Parliament is concerned there is no chance of putting that into
practical application." I and other honorable members of this House saw when ,ve
were in that district that there was a necessity for the principle of compulsory purchase·
from
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being brought into operation as early as
possible. In tha.t district there is probably
'some of the best land in Australia. It is
known as the Merino Downs. At Merino
there is a mile square composing the town,
and that area is hemmed in by sqnatter~' runs,
which g(') right round it. Although one of
the most up-to-date flour mills was estab·
lished there it does not grist a bag of wheat
per year. An up-to-date butter factory was
-erected in that spot, with all the modern
~quipment, a.nd that factory is lying idle
to-dty. There is a distrjct~ with all this
ma~nificent land, where the principle of complll&ion should be applied. If the Government are earnest and this House is earnest
in their endeavour to solve the problem that
requires solution in this country, the problem
<of obtaining increased production and of
retaining aDd illcreasing population, then it is
;n connexion with our land legislation that we
MUfst look for the solution. One man at Merino
pertinently remarked to me-" They are
driving us Ottt of this district. We are being
forced to go to New South Wales and other
places, and cannot stay here where ()lIr
bomes are. We cannot find an opportunity
to make a livelihood." It is said that there
is plenty of land for those who are desirous of
getting it. Bllt in the case of land which
baa bt:!en privately cut up, such as at
Wickliffe-road and other places, the system
<of tenure adopted is one of the worst I
suppose we could possibly have in this
-country. It- is as bad even as some of the
Ja.nd systems in Ireland and the old country.
vVe know thai in some of the other portions of
Victori8.and in the Riverina district thesvstem
-is only practically"one remove from slav~dom.
We know that when these people are able
to make a decent livelihood through there
being a fair season, the rent is immedia.tely
raised, and a man is taxed about double the
'Value of the land, without it being possible
for him to free himself from these conditioos.
The consequence is that that man is taxed
just about double the following year without
having the possibility of freeing himself
from these conditions.
As one who has
given a little consideration to these matters,
I ea.,. that it will not be possible for us to
solve what is undoubtedly a most important
problem if we are going to silently allow
matters to continue as they are, and play
with them as matters of trifling importance.
We know perfectly well that thif) will undoubtedly be again /l._ trump card for the
next election. It was so at the last electiolJ,
and no one put it before the peo.Qle more
-earnestly than Mr. Irvine, the late "Premier,
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when he showed the necessity for the
absolute compulsory resumption of the
lands of this conntrv. We know also that
the Premier, as w;U as the Minister of
Lands, in their places in Parliament and to
deputations; and in many other ways, have
spoken strongly as to the necessity for
compulsory purchase, so that some of the
decent and good lands may be got hold of.
It does seem to me, however, that tl!ere is
SGme kind of inner working so far as :Ministers are concenled, which controls those who
,have expressly said that they ftre -in
favour of compulsory purcbase and believe
that it is necessary.
As to the "magic"
infiuence, well, I can only leave it to
the hono-rable member for Toorak, who
introduced a deputation to the Premier-,
because, if honorable members will receUect,
when introducillg that deputation, the honorable member drew. the attention of the
Premier to the fact that he (Mr. Fairbairn)
" k.new how these things were done" in oonnexion with land management in this ~ountry*
Of course, I do not know what the honorable
member meant exactly by such an insinua.-_
tion; but, at the same time, I am sure he had
in his mind certain things that had been
carried on in a neighbouring State, where I
suppose one of the greatest scandals that has
ever been known in Australia within the last
few years has been carried on by certain
Ministers ()f the Crown, and by those who
are interested. Now, in my opil'l.ion, as we
have expressly given power to a :Board to
control the purchasing \ of estates for eloser
settlement, no Governmellt-I do not care
how pure the Government may be, or how
pure the head of it is-should have the
power to go over the head of that Boal'd.
Last. night the Premier denied that
he had had anything to do with th.e
purchase of a particular estate at Werribee
from the Chirnsides; but I do know, as a
matter of fact, that for some time before it
was settled, the Board knew nothing about
it, that the Premier negotiated for the purchase of the estate, and that an honorable
member in the Ministerial corner, who is
absent to-night-the honorable member for
Dalldeuong-was one who was very promi.:
nent in endeavouring to bring about the
purchase of that particular' land. However
that may be, I am informed that the purchase of the Maribyrnong estate was decided
upon quite outsidB the Closer Settlement
Board, and it was stated by Mr. Melville in
another place last night that the purchase
of the Fi tzgibbon estate was arnl.nged hy t~
Governmelit quite outside the Board.
)
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Mr. BENT.-That is quite true, but the
other statements are what I call "three
letters." You know what that means.
Mr. PRKNDKRGAST.-You started to purchase, and I can prove it. Give us a committee of inquiry and I wIll prove that you
are not telling the truth.
Mr. BENT.-Three letters, and that is for
the pair of you.
Mr. HANNAH.-rrhe leader of the Opposition has stated that if the Premier will give
8011 inquiry he will prove what he says.
As
Premier of the country the hOl1orable gentleman cannot have anything to hide or anything to cover up. If the statement made is
a lie, the Premier will be able to fasten it
upon the leader of the Opposition.
Mr. B.Il:NT.-May I ask what good that
will be-to fasten it on either of you? You
are not worth it.
Mr. HANNAH.-I have not made any
such statement myself, because I am Hot in
a position to prove it. I have not said that
the Premier did thi~. but I do say that the
statement was reported. If the statement
made is not true the Premier has a perfect
right to place the real facts straightforwardly before the House, awl tell us how the
purchase was arranged.
Mr. BEN1' - I f I were to retail everything
that is said about YOll, and about the leader
of the Oppositiou, I would have enough to
do.
Mr. PHltNl)l~RGAsT.--And if J were to retail
everything that is said a.bout the Premier it
would not be very sweet either.
Mr. HANNAH.--I do not iutend to reta.il
a.nything I nmy have heard about the
Premier, nor will I say that half of it is true,
but still I think tho Premier must recognise
that a.s a representative of the people I have
a perfect right, in my place here, to fa.irly
oriticise and bring under the attention of the
people of this country anythillg that may
savour uf what i:i improper in connexion with
the purcha.se of land, \vhen we have expressly
created a Board of so-called experts to do that
work. I am not going into the question as
to whether the members of that Board are
really experts or not. But these men having
been appointed, if they are qualified, no member of the Government, or any other member
of this House, should use his influence in the
acquiring' of estates.
'rhe Premier has
admitted to-night that that was done by him,
and that he did purchase one particulat·
estate.
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Mr. GnAHAM.-It ,vas a very good purchase.
Mr. HANN AH.-I am not saying for 011e
moment that it was not. I believe that the
purchase at Brunswick was H. good one.
Mr. GRAHAM.-That is the one I meall.
Mr. hANNAH.-I believe it will prove to
be very fair, but I q uestloll the Maribyrnong
purchase, and very much doubt whether the
Werribee purcha.se will be profitable.
Mr. "W ARJ>E.-::\len down there say th~t it
will not, because it will take 400 acres for a
ml!l.n to live.
Mr. GAUNSON.-W"hy don't you take Jour
gruel kindly? lOU were licked at Barwon
and at Glenelg.
Mr. HANNAH.-I thought we had done
with the honorable member for the Pnbli~
Service to-night, but 1 see he is back aga.in.
I have no desire to address that honorable
member; but I have a right to address myself
to a q uesti(Jll of th is ill) portance, and to a
dozen others to which 1 illtend to refer, not
oBly acts of administration, but matters 01
great public coneern that have been befor&
the country d lll'ing the last six months. The"
honorable member need not think for one:moment that he is going to ruffle my feathers,
or in allY way take me off the track that I
intend to pursue. I am simply stating what
I believe to be the legitimate course for auy
Government to follow, and that is to allow the
Closer Settlement Board to·
conduct the whole of these purchases.
If the members of the Board re(plire "special information: or any other assistance
from the Government. then it is time for that
to be given, but for the Government to purchase land, and then force a Board such asthat to take over that land, whatever it may
be, is wrong in principle, and cannot for one
moment be defended. Therefore, I say that
so far as the estates that have been mentioned
are concerned, we can only go by the facts
that are before us. I am yery anxious to
know what the Premier i~ going to do with"
the land at 'rhornbury that he was supposed
to be banding over to the Closer Settlement
Board. Some time ago the honorable gentleman obtained some very valuable lilnd there,
and he purchased it outside of the Closer"
Settlement Board for certain purpoties. A
portion of the. land was to be handed over forcloser settlement. I "find, however: that the
land is still unused, and that it is not being'
put to the use for which it was purchased.
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Mr. BENT. - How do you know what it
was purchased for 1
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Thursday, July 5, 1906.
Mr. HANNAH.-If the Premier is honest
be will remember wh:lt he told, not only myself, but other persons. He saw the land,
The SPItAKER took the chair at half-past
and he bought it for a specific purpose, and
four o'clock p.m.
then in01uded it in a Bill. It was to be used
for brickmaking, he said, and for other purvorrES ON ACCOUNrr.
poses.
r:rhe House having gone into Committee
Mr. RE~T.-It was for brickmaking, but of ~upply, the debate (adjourned from the
not for workmen's hornes.
previous day) was resumed on Mr. Bent's
Mr. HA~-N AH.-For brickmaking aBd for motioo for granting a sum not exceeding
other purposes, which, I understood, included :£1,022,8?8 011 a?collnt of or towards defl'aymg certam servICes for the year 1906-7 (see
workmen's homes.
pafL'e 158).
Mr. BENT said that some members comMr. REN'l'.-Nothing of the kind.
plained last night that plans had not been
Mr. HANN AH.-That land, to the extent
fnrnished of certain works proposed to be
of 30 odd acres, is practically idle to,day.
carried out. He had the plans now on the
Mr. BENT.-Would you not like to have table for the proposed work at Elwood and
the proposed subdivision; he had also a' plan
it for the money I paid for it ~
of the work' proposed to be done at FisherMr. HANN AH.--l know this much, that man's Bend, and a pluu of the South Yarra
it is bad business on the part of any man, improvements, with full details. He had
and especially on the part of t.he Premier, also received a plan and a report specially for
who is a shrewd bu:siness man, to buy land tl,le honorable member for the Railways Serof that value, and to allow it to relnain idle vIce (Mr. Hannah) on the 'Valhalla line. He
without bringing in any return.
had also a report from Mr. Reed, the
Surveyor - General, who stated that we
Mr. BENT.-In a rising market.
were getting timber from Tasmania. He
Mr. HANNAH.-I do not know that it (Mr. Bent) had been prote~til1g for a long
is wise on the part of the State to go in for tame that we were gettmg tImber from Taspurchasing land, paying interest upcn the mania while we had good timber here. Mr.
money that it cost, and allow it to lie idle, ~eed state,d that we had a large quantity of
when, at the same time, we htl.ve a very large timber whlCh could be used here and that it
territory in the shape of Crown lands, which was quite unnecessary to go outside the State
is also idle. aud we are doing nothing with it. for timber., The following was the f€port on
I quite believe that for the purpose for which the Walhalla line :it was bought the land at 'rho~nbul'y was not
Th~ ahove line, authorized for constrnction by
dear at the price. Indeed, if it is the Pre- Act
No. 1691 of the year 1900, has been built up to
mier's iutention to put. the land to the use the Tyers River, 10 miles from Moe, hut that
for which it was first intended, I believe it lenJt~ has not been opened because it proved inwould be one of the best things he could su .clent to command the goods and passenger
to and from "\Valhalla.
possibly do with it. However, further on I busmess
In the meant~me, the large extent of good agriwill deal with that aspect of the case from cnl,tl~r~l and, tImber country in Moonda.rra and
adJolomg parIshes rem~ins ,ll':ldeveloped, while imanother stand-point.
Mr. BEN'l'.-I think, in that case, we had
better adjonrn the debate.
Mr. HANNAH.-I am prepared to meet
the wishes of the Premier if that is his desire.
I desire, therefore, to moveThat the debate be now adjourned.

The motion was agreed to, and the debate
was adjourned until next day.
The House adjourned at a quarter to eleven
o'clock.
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mlllll1g have transpired at
" alhalla, lIldlcatmg an extended life for the mines
ther~, . and further accentuating the difficulty of
obtauung the large supplies of firewood required
to carry them on.
T~e completion of the railway would provide
statlOns at Lower and Upper Moondarra. in the
heart of the good country, a.nd open up a. very
large ,area., of forest from which lIot only ample
supphes of firewood for the mines would become
a~allable, but. al~o very la~ge quantities of sawn
tImber for bu~ldmg and mIning IHlrposes would be
Cl~t.
The estl~ated cost of the whole line-26
~1l1es-as p('ovlded for in the Construction Act,
IS £115.869, plus £14,~ for rolliIlg-stock. Total,
£129,869. Towards thIS .t30,OOO wa.s voted in the
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HurplllS Hevenuc Act I)f 1904 for the lO-mile
ICDgth to 'l'yertl H.i,'er, and the l>:llal\ce requirell to
complete the line is £99,8Ii9. \Vheu the eOlllpletion of the line is prot:eeded with it will provide
employment for fully 300 men for over tweh'e
months The earthworks (~lone amount to 300,000
cnhie yat·thl. The line coultl be e'{tentieu to Upper
Mool1l1arm. lS~ miles ft'om Moe, so as to open up
the Moollll<Hm country and connect with the Hew
roall to \Vallmlln., Ilia Cooper's and ~tl'inger's
Creeks, for £M,375 ill addition to the £30,000
alreally \'otell Thc dista.uce by road from the ellli
of the line to 'Valhalla. would then be 8 miles.
Explanatory map herewith.
(Signell) MAURIC}<~ E. K}<~RXOT,
Acting Engineer-in-Chief.

There was one t.iling' he did not melltion in
det/til last evening. The Government intended to spend £.5,000 on tracks to open up
the tOllrist country. We had in various
parts of the State as fine scenery as could be
seen in any part of the world, but we
had neglected to open up this country.
The Snrveyor-General informed him. today that we had several
ca\'es that
needed cleaning ont, and that with certain tracks ma.de we would ha.ve as good
tonris' coulltry as any place. Members
might have observed ill the newspapers
that the Government weri about to establish
a Tonrist. Bureau. Various members Oll both
sides of the House had said that something
of that kind should be done, the same as in
New Zealand and New South ~Vales, where
they were pointing out the bean ties of theil'
Gountry, anJ it had been stated that in this
respect Victoria was rather behind. Mr.
'fait, the Chief Commissioner of Railways,
had been 10Qking rOI.llld, an!l told him that
there was ill the Rn,il way Departmen t a
gentlemallllamed Boyce, who was well known
and a superior man, and rhat it was proposed
to pla.ce him in charge of the Tourist Bureau,
and gi ve him an extra £ 10 ~L year. It was
intended to have the burean at the Prince\;bridge corner, andhe hadsnggeste(l to Mr. Tait
that a temporary building should. be put up
whih;t the llew station was being erected.
,\Vhen the llew station was completed there
would be five rooms set apart for the Tourist
Burean. He (Mr. Bent) thought a suitable
tempora.ry building could be erected for £200.
Dr. Cherry wa::i away io-day, but it wa.s
known that the Government intended. to
spend '£2,000 to make a start in plQughing
the Heytcsbury forest. Several ploks had
been tried there. It did not come as run's
to him that this country would grow beet or
anything of that kind, becau~e his experience
had taught him what a little ma.nure and
water would do. But the plans that he had
placed on the table were properly prepared,
Mr. Bmt.

Account.

and he hoped the Committee would be good
enough to grant the Supply.
Mr. COLECIIIN.-Did yon not say something about timber around \Valhalla 1
.Mr. BE~T.-No; at Moondarra. It was
not proposed to go to \Valhalla.
'Vhen
the line \vas sta,rted to Albury it was saidfor he had turned up the rep0rt-that a
coach would take all the passengers, but it
required several coaches to do it now. He
had sufficient confidence in this State, and
did not care where we made a railway. The
plans showed that everything was in readiuess to proceed with the worl(s. He had
been at this work for some months, because
he anticipated that there would be many men
out of employment. The Government had
had lengthy negotiations with the Harbor
rrmst in regard to Fisherman's Bend. ~Ve
had lots of fine timber in Victoria, and he intended to bring in a Bill to authorize the
construction of tramways, so as to make our
timber country accessible.
Mr. ELJISLTJ~.-There is a nasty letter in
to-day's Age, complaining of the Education
Department using oregon instead of our
own timbers.
Mr. BENT said the complaint was richly
deserved, He thought he had shown that
most of these matters were on bnsi'1ess lines.
He stated last night that the Government
intended to improve the land in some of the
mount.ainous districts, and to put people on
it. He had no desire, in introducing these
proposals, except that of endeavouring to promote the best. interests of the State, and the
placing of the people on the land.
Mr. HANNAH remarked that last evening
he said a few words on this question, when
the Premier, on the advice of the honorable
member for Essendon, wh(' considered that
his (Mr. Hannah's) ta.ctics were in the direction of "stone-walling "----:Mr. BENT.-Surely we can drop that.
Mr. HANNAH said he was prepared early
yesterday to commence where he 19ft off on
the previous evening, and had 110 intention
of sayillg a word 011 the question of Su pply
until he heard the Premier's remarks with
respect to the extension of the Moe to 'Valhalla railway.
He felt that it was his duty
as a representative to know more definitely
what he was voting for before he voted the
money. He had no desire to delay the voting
of the money.
Mr. VV A '1'1'.- Y ou said distinctly, three
times, that you would use all the forms of the
House to stop the vote.
~Ir. HANNAH said he hoped the Chairman would do with the honorable member
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY TO THE
who interjected what was done to a Mamber
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
of Parliament in another State Ptlorliament
last evening. If these interjections were
I;OURTH NIGHT'S DEBA'£E.
continued something drastic would have to
rrhe debate (adjourned from the previous
be done. Members had now further inforday) on Mr. Campbell's motion for the adop.
ma.tion placed before them, and the responsition of an Address-in-Reply to the Governor's
bility was upon the Premier.
He (Mr.
Hannah) felt that he had merely done his speech, \vas resumed.
bare duty as a representative in doing what
lvIr. HAN~ AH.-Last evening, when I
he had done, believing at the time that the moved the adjournment of the d3bate, ] was
money was being voted blindly. ~~ow, the referring to the question of compulsory purCommittee had at least some knowledge as chase under our eloser settlement policy. I
to the Premier's intention. It was far better am very pleased to notice a leading article
to carry these matters out in a straight- in to-day's Age which backs up the
forward manner and let members know what contention of the leader of the Opposition.
tbey were voting for.
It is liot my intention to weary the House
The motion was agreed to, and the resolu· by reading the whole of the article, and I
tion was reported to the House and adopted. shall merely read two or l hree paragraphs.
I feel that if the Age neWt;paper will continue
on the lines indicated in its leading article
WAYS AND MEANS.
The House having resolved itself into to-day, it will de very much for Victoria in a
very short time. The article beginsCommittee of Ways and Means,
Mr. BENT movedTba.t, towards making good the Supply granted
to His Majesty for the service of the year 1906-7,
'the sum of £1,022,868 be granted out of the Consolidated Reveuue of Victoria.

The motion was agreed to, and the resolution was reported to the House.
CONSOLIDATED REVENUE BILL
(No.1).
The resolution passed in Committee of
VVays and Means was considered and
adopted.
Authority having been given to Mr. Bent
and Mr. SwinbUl'ue to intr(!)duce a Bill to
carry out the resolution,
M,r. BENT brought up a Bill" to apply
out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum of
£1,022,86~ to the service' of
the year
1906-7," and moved that it be read a first
time.
'1'he motion was agreed to.
The Bill was read a first time, and was
afterwards passed through its remaining
stages.
Mr. BENT said he wished to thank the
House for passing the Bi]], especially as
he did not feel very well. He thought it
was only right for him to supply the information which he had given, but it should be
remembered that this was the first time anything of the kind had been asked for. He
was 'Tery glad that he had been able to get
aU the information. The money would be
made available now, and the work speedily
proceeded with.

Is it true, as Mr. Swinburne says, that Ministers
Sore discussing the problem of how to break ttp the
large -estates? If so, the country sees no signs of
any policy which points to its solution. The procedure of the Bent Governmellt, whether intentionally or otherwise, has beeu just in the opposit.
direction. Every laud-owner will naturally hold
011 to his acres in a rising market, such as the
Governmeut has created by its Land .Purchaa.
Board.

}'urther un it saysIt is often urged by Conservatin's that the
breaking up of la.rge estates is going on quite
satisfa.ctorily without any assistance from the
Goyernment. They poiut to the operations which
have developed at Uolac and Camperdowu, and
ask us to believe that like causes will produce the
.ame results evervwhere. There could not be a
greater delusion. 'In many parts of the State the
very opposite process is at work. ~mall farms are
one by one being absorbed into the larger holdings
ill the neighbourhood, so that there a.re now a couple
of farmers where a few years ago there were halfa·dozen.

Mr. MURRAY.-Is not the proprietor of
that newspaper one of the worst cases it!
grabbing up the small farms and aggregating a large estate ~
,
Mr. HANN AH.-In answer to that interjection ,I may say that it is the s},8tem that
the Age newspaper is condemning, and which
we condemn. I do not for one moment condemn the proprietor of this journal for owning
land any more than I condemn the Chirnsides, or the Murrays, or the Swinburnes. It
is the system that is being perpetuated in
the State of Victoria that J complain of.
~fr. MURRAY.-That is up in the War
burton district, I suppose '?
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In Vic:tol'ia we h'L\'e not It;; lllueh as begun tr)
eOll8idel' the l'effit'lly fill' 0111' large aggregations of
la.nd estatt>.
On the e mtmry, the UO\'el'lllllent
has a,lopte,l a policy which. in the absence of
checks, artitil'ially appreciates prices, and thus
a.ctually retards settlement.

Nuw thn.t has been ollr contention all the
way through, and 1 think that it is very
clearly and emphatically put in that article.
Mr. J. CAM~:HO~ U;'-ppslancl East).-Yes,
I do not think you c.:ould put it so clearly.

Mr. HANNAH.-Vcry likely. I am not
for one momcnt saying that I could put anything half so well as the honorable member
for Gippsland East, who e\'idently thinks he
i'5 the only man with any illtelligence when
he rises to his feet.. I think, however, that
there are other men in this Chamber, even
on this side Qf the I-louse, who are just as
well qualified, and have as much practical
knowledge evcn 011 how to pick maize with
Hindoo labonr, as i~ possessed by my
honomble friend.
I was about to say
a word or two with respect to the remarks
ma.de by the :\Iillistcr of 'Yater Supply some
little time ago at Ba.llan wholl he visited thai
district, with respect to the necessity of
bursting up the htl'ge estates of this cou"utry.
He then ~mid it wa~ necessary and imperatin' that this should be done, and he said,
referring to the solution put fonvard by :\11'.
"~!ltson, \\' 110 had j llst recently spoken in
Tasmtlnill, that it would mean coutiscatiou.
X 0 great('r t ",add Ie was ever pla.ced before the
people of this cOllntry than snch statements
as that, because, as a. matter of fact, the
hOlJorable ~elltlenmll kuows as well as I do
that nothing' is going to burst up the large
estates of this country more effectually than
the imposition of a progressive laud tax.
The Minister of vVatcr Supply, like the
Premier, stated on that occasion that this
means contscn.tioll, but I want to point out
that it docs not mean confiscation. On the
cOlltrary, it means producing the results that
bave been indicated by its supporters. But
it is a rema.rkable fact, and one that I wish
tl) bring under the notice of the Minister,
that at the meeting at Glenelg the statement about confiscation was made in the
presence of f\ gentleman wh~m the honorable member for Essendon knows very well,
This gentleman was at one time a strong
single taxer.
Mr. 'VA'l'T.- ·Who is this?
Mr. HANN AfI.-1 refer to Mr. G. .F.
Douglas, the paid agitator for the farmers
and prodnoers.

A ddress· in-Reply.

Mr. SWINBURN~:.-The honorable member
himself was the ollly llIall who interjected at
that llleetillg, and he had to be put down.
l\1r. I-IAN~AH. - The Minister of 'Yater
Supply was ready on that occasion to appeal
to me on something he knew nothing about
prior to any objection, and he a~ked whether
he ~vas righ.t or not. I-I.e was trying to give
an IllustratIOn of somethmg of which be had
~JO kl~?wledge whatever.
He was absolutely
111 a mlemma, and did not know whether the
thing was so or lIot. I said -" YOll are the
]\-linister, and ought to know."
Mr. SWINBU·RNE.-YOU corroborated it.
.Mr. HANN AH.-That is not the point I
H.m endeavouring to enforce. The impositIOn of a proper land tax has been objected to,
and we are told that it is confiscation. Howe\'er, yley had a man who is a single-taxer
orgal1lzlIlg for them.
Mr. ELMSfJlE.--\Vas the candidate not in
favour of a land tax also 1
Mr. HANN AH.-Mr. Douglas used to be
~ single taxer.
The policy of the single
taxer is to start with 1d. in the £1, and gradually raise it until it reaches 20s., which meallS
absolute confiscation.
.
Mr. WALT. - Are you sure it was Mr.
Douglas? Yon are making an a~ertion
withont any proof.
'rhe SPEAKER-Order!
Mr. HANNAH:-I was proceeding to say
that H statement lIke that about contiscation
comes very strangely from the Minister of
\Vater Supply, when as a matter of fact he
has proclaimed ill this IIonse and in the
country that he believes ill the'imposition of
a land tax. I want to knQw what sort of a
land tax he does believe in that is going to
burst up the large estates. I have a very
strong regard for the hOllorable gentleman as
a man and as an administrator.
Mr. W Al'T,-Oh !
Mr. HANN AH.-I am afraid, Mr. Speaker.
that you will have to order some ice f(·r the
honorable member for Essendon, because
nothing short of something of that kind will
cool him.
The SPEAKER.-Order !
Mr. I-IANNAH.-It is positively disO'racefuI. Last night I had to refer to the honorable member and his politiGal larrikinism,
aud I do not want to refer to him again.
Mr. \V ATT.-- You had better not.
'rhe SPEAKER.-I must have order. I
cannot have these continued interrupti~ns.
Mr. SWINBDRNE.-I would suggest that
the honorable member should not sF'eak so
loudly.
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The SPEAKER.-There is nothjn~ in the
Standing Orders to reglllate the loudness of
an honorable member's voice.
Mr. HA~NAH.-I am contending that
the Labour Party are proceeding upon right
lines in order to accomplish that which 'we
believe is immediately necessary in the
interests of the country. I think some
explanation is required on the part of the
Minister of Water Supply, 'at least, as to why
there is no proposal in the Governor's speech
either for compulsory purchase or for a land
tax. If we want demonstration as to the
effectiveness of a progressi ve land tax and of
compulsory purchase, we must go to the
country which the Minister of Water Supply
recently visited, althougll when he did come
back he did not seem to know so much about
the matter as he professed at Glenelg. At
all events I feel convinced that this country
will never be able to do anything in the
direction of peopling its waste lands until
this is made the one burning question and
forced to a solution. J know as well as
Ministers themselves, and particularly the
Minister of Lands, the mighty 'power of the
great forces which are at work in order to
stave off what undoubtedly will be something
of a. practical nature in this direction: But
still I consider that, although these vested
interests have been so strong and so powerful, if we are going to .Jo anything
we must face the issne as bold and
courageous men. I am g'lad we had a yisit
from a man like the late Mr. Seddon. At
Glenelg, the honorable member for Essendon
likened the present Premier of Victoria. to
the late Prime Ministerof New Zealand. We]]
in stature they were very much a.like, but whel~
we come to recognise the courage of the man
in his .,ctions, fightinll; against the hostility
of the press and of all the vested interests in
New Zealand, we must certainly recognise that
Mr. Reddon showed that he had a courage, a
pluck, and a determination that stamped hiln
as a man worthy of remembrance. The last
words which Mr. Seddon uttered on these
questions were very much on the lines I have
indicated, and on the lines of the article I
have quoted from the Age. The report of
what he said is as follows:.Mr. Seddon lIa.id he had watched with the
grea.test interest and sympathy the growth
a.nd work of the Australian Labour Party.
He recognised a distinct affinity between
its midsion and the idf>als which he had
80ught to a.ccomplish in New Zealand. He be·
lieved, as the .Labour Party did, in a virile national
life. But he also believed. in putting flesh and
blood before abstract theories, and in subordinaling
considerations of property to the interests a.nd. weI.

12 9

fare of mankind. The Labour Party stood for a.
broad. national life, high ideals, generous aspira.tions-all of which were essential to a people
who would become great, or a nation which
would be respected. abroad.
But where is
your national life if misery stalks through your
la:u.d, if poverty para.lyzes yonr masses, and condItIOns of degradation prevail in their homes?
You must try to hetter their material condi-tions.
You must see. first of all, that bread and butter
t~re placed within the reach of all.
Yon must not
allow to be reproduced here the conditIOns
which unfortunately prevail in the old land . .
. . . The cause of all their misery was a.n infamous land law-the terrible power possessed
Australia started
by a few over the many.
without any landlordism, except, perhaps, that
of the aboriginal. Loving Australia as he did
he could. not help being amazed and sorrowfui
at the sight of spacious districts within ~asy
reach of Melbourne, where the land had been
op~ned
up by publicly.constructed railwa.ys,
bell1g . held ah~lOst u~us.ed. All these things
strengthened hIS convICtlOn that 'large holdings
should be broken up if this country was to
progress. The only sound basis of taxation wa.;s
equa.lity of sacrifice.

I t~i~lk
pOSItIOn

~hat

demonstrates very clearly our
Australia, as put by a man who
e~idelltly had great experience in dealing
wl,th the very same problem in New Zealand.
'Vhen we come to look an Mr. Seddon's w<i)rk
we find that men in this country, holding all
shades of political opinion, were prepared to
applaud the realization of the placing on the
statute-book of those measures that have
made New Zealand prosperous, while at
the same time those very gentlemen are
fighting tenaciously to keep off the statute·
b00k in this country very manv of the
measures which Mr. Seddon sucvceeded in
passing. I would refer ei'pecially to his
success in securing the passing of the Truok
Act in New Zealand, the Industrial and
Arbitration Act, Wages Protection Land
Tax, Closer Settlements with com~ulsory
purcha.se, and the Money Lenders Interess
Limitation Act. This latter measure is I
consider, very necessary in this country, a~d
I am sorry that the Government has not
taken the matter up, because I believe such
a measure would have the unanimoHs
approval of this House, even amon~ our soIn addition to
calJed Conservatives.
t~a~, Mr. Seddon ~assed measures provld~ng
for workers
compensation for
aCCIdents, State life and fire insurance
State steam-ship lines, State coal mines'
family homes protection, women's suffrage:
and advances to settlers of all classes, both in
town and country. In Victoria we only ad.vance money to men in the country on broad
acres; but, in my opinion, we should follow
t~le New Zealand example and be prepared to
gIve cheap money to men in the towns as
111
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well. In addition to these measures they
have in i'iew Zealand an effective labour
bureau. \Y hen we look at the measnres
which a man like that has been aLIe to place
upon the statute-book in a fcw years, I am
sure that we at lea~t ought to endeavour,
after applauding the realization of these
schemes in New Zealand, to do everything in
onr power to follow in the wake of what Mr.
Seddon has been so sllccessful in accomplishTherefore, although the honorable
ing.
member for Essendon did try to compare the
Premiers of the two countries, here and in
New Zealand, I think that in the realization
of these things there is no comparison between them. So far as the Labour Party are
concerned, we care not if the measnres come
from the Government side of the House or
not, but the Governmellt should wake up to
the importance of these measures, and recognise that they are burning q lIestiOl~s, and
questiolls that are ,vaiting for solution.
Until they are dealt with, the' Government cannot expect to have the approval of
the people as a whole, who are desirous of
seeing fluch measures placed on the statu ieboole Passing frotll that qnestion, I want to
say that we did expect that something would
have been said by the Government as to what
is going to be done in connexion with what
has been known as the brick combine, from
which we werc promised relief some time ago.
We were then told that ll. temporar'y agreement had been made for twelve months, and
that the Government intended to tackle in
earnest this particular combine in this State.
We now find that the Governmellt are not
desirous of doing that at all. ,Ve were told
by the Prcmier, on the 6th of last month,
that one of the causcs of the employment
given ill this country was that the GC)verllment hacl been aLle to purchase 10,000,000
bricks. Now that statement was very far from
the truth. As a matter of fa,ct, the GO\'ernment, dl1l'ing t he period Immtioned, have not
taken over m,)l'C than 1OO,O(~O bricks. 'l'hey
have not-used that llumber during the period.
This brick combine was certainly very powerful bnt we were told that Parliament was
goi'ng to be above the influence which that
combine could excrt. But what do we find ~
After the Premier's proposal had passed
through this Chamber, and gone through
another placc whet'e ves~ed interests are
al ways protected, wc filld that the combine
was more powerful than ever, and was able,
for the time being, to hold the Goyernment
aud the Parlil\ment of this country in the
hollow of its hands.
'Ve were told that
certain conditions would be enforced which
Mr. Hannah.
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would be of benefit to the .community, and
that the Government ',"ould be able iobring about a reduction of ,)s. per thousand in the price of bricks, whereas, as
a matter of fact, the Governmcnt are
now taking the bricks, which they llsed t(}
condemn, from the same combine, with the
result that, as I say, the combine is more
powerful to-day than ever. III spite of all
this the members of the Government sit
leisurely on the Treasury benches and make
no endeavour to afford relief in this direction.
At the present time we find that thousands
of pounds are being sent away to America for
oregon. Our own Government is spending
thous~nds of pouuds in the purchase of Gregon
timber, when bricks mig'ht be made here at a
reasonable price, and 0111' own men be kept
employed. 'ehis seems to be very much in
keeping with the policy of the (iovernment
in connexion wi1h the resolution that was.
carried in this House last session that
all machinery, goods, and matel'ial required by the Government, should be
obtained in Victoria wherever it was possible.
'rhat resolution was carried last sesRian on
the motion of the honorable member for
Abbotsford, but what do we find 1 'Ve find
that the cars needed for the electric line or
railway were all brought from America, and
I make bold to say, as one who saw these
cars and illl!pected them when they were
brollght here and put together, that they
could have been made very much better in
our own workshops. If t hat had been done
it would have been to Ollr credit j but., as it
was, some of the most inferior workmen that
CQuld possibly come to this country were
brought here, and the cars were simply put
together, After the distinct promise that
was made ill this direction, this does not
say very much for the earnestness' of the
Government in carrying ont the resolution
that was passed last session. ~ ow, I want
to say a word or two abo'Jt the income tax_
The Minister of Agriculture, OIl the hustings
at Glenelg, said the Laboll!, Party did not
know their own mind, and did not ael vocate
a. consistent policy; hilt. I may point out
that wc have had two by-elections, at which
the two honorable members who respectively
moved and seconded the Address-in-Reply
last week were rctnrned. One of them
advocated strongly the abolition of the
income tax, and, according to JJansard,
showed rea.sons for that course, now the
country was enjoying prosperity; while the
other honorable member, also just fresh
from the country, gave excellent reasons- I
do not know whether they were his own or
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not, but I credit him with them-v'Thy the
income tax should be still maintained. That
does not look very much like It consistent
policy 011 the part of Ministerial supporter!;. Personally, I believe it is right to
allow the income tax to remain, even in
sen.SOllS of prosperity, but we could very well
raise the minimum to £200 per annum.
Those who earn above that amount, whether in
times of prosperity or in times of ad versity,
should be able to pay. I agree with the
honorable member fot' Barwon tha.t the tax
is legitimate, fair, and reasonable. Although
some agitation is going on in certain directions
at the present time for its repeal, I am afraid
the opposition to that course will be so strong
that there will be very little chance of its
aceomplishment. I have noticed recently a
very strong affinity between the Government
and some of their supporters and the 'Vomen's
Leagues of this country for Federal purposes_
I notice that about the same crowd are prepared to take the platform, a~d to work with
the one object of keeping back the
progressive legislation that is urgently required for the State of VictQria. 1 was
reading t.he other day an account of a meeting which took 'place at Seymour, where no
less a personage than the Hon. Dr. Embling,
M.L.C., in company with an ex-Minister of
the Crown-the" lale" Hon. M. K. McKenzie
-spoke on the morality of Parlia.ment, and
~howed, from their point of view, why the
Labour Party should not be trusted with
power. They showed how dangerous it was
to allow" these men" to get into the House,
and t.hey urged on the attention of the women
of this country that if such a thing ,vas
tolerated a condition of afia.irs would be
brought about that would. be mischievous
and dangerons, not to the men, but to the
women !)f Victoria. I am not going to deal
with some of the other statements that have
been made, because I do not think that even
the present Minister of Lands, although he
does say some very harsh ihings oow and
then about the Labour l~arty, would in his
-calmer moments assert for one moment that
we (the Labour Party) would COllntenance
the things alleged against us.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-The honorable gentleman has not got enough self-control, or he
would not let some of those things escape
him.
Mr. HANNAH.~I am afraid the Minister
of Lands did not on that occasion have over
himself the complete control that he usually
has. I do not desire to retail to the House
many of the statements made by the exMinister of the Crown I have referred to;
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but I wish to quote from an excellent article
how the Seymour E;rpr~ss, a very able paper,
sums up the situation. 'Vo have heard a.
good deal about the destrnction wrl)ught in
politics in this country by the Labour
caucus, amI of the evils that would follow
its methods, but it is a very strange thing
that at this meeting a lady-Miss Watsonwas prepared to carry out exa.ctly the methods
that the Labcmr Party have adopted, only
that she was to have full and complete control of the selection of the candidates in the
future. They were to be submitted to her.
Fancy the honorable member for Upper Goulburn, in whose constituency this meeting was
held, having to submit to a nice-looking
young lady like Miss Watl!lon the q l1estioll
whether he would have a possible chance of
election.
Mr. HONT.-I would have no show.
Mr. HANNAH.-I am afraid the honorable member is right, and that he would
have no show against the "late" Hon. M. K.
McKenzie. The article statesCandidates are to be chosen to sta.nd in the interests of the Victorian employers and large landholders, and the Women's League a.re t<> pJllmp
their votes for them and keep out the Labour candidate. If any branch of the League dise.grees
.regarding the candida.te chosen, the dispute is to
be referred to her-the organizing secl'etary.

The article goes on to show that the l'nO'VeDlent is engineered" by the squatter-capitali&t
ring for the sole purpose of stemming the tide
of the great popular movement for the
emancipation a,nd uplifting of the wageearners," and addsIt offers membership for practically aotbing per
annum, and the spice of association with the llit,
thrown in. It is organized for no other purpose
than to support and prevent the downfall of those
very social iniquities and irregularities which h&ve
oppressed the labourer for centuries.

This very clearly sums up the position taken
up by many of. these people. I wish to refer
briefly to several actions of the Government
during the recess that do not meet WIth my'
approval. Very soon after Parliament was
prorogued the appointment took place of
two gentlemen, to be known as commercial
agents-Mr. Levien, the son of the late member for Barwoll, and Mr. Sinclair. They
were appointed to go to the Ellst in search of
markets for our prodnce. I do not kno\v
that the Age was ever more justified in its
attitude than it. was in bitterly opposing the
appointment of these men, not altogether
from the stand'point that it took np, but also
from the point of view that they were political apPf)intmellts.
Mr. McGRATH.-Jobs.
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Mr. HANNAH. -As the honorable member suggests, "political jobs" is the best
name f0r them. I want to know how it wasthat
a man like Mr. Levien was appointed-a
man we know nothing about. Personally, I
bad never met him, and all I knew about
him "vas that he hud 1;)een on a trip to the
old coullt.ry, and was anxious to get a billet.
On what grounds was he given an appointmellt worth .£.750 per annum and all expenses
paid ~ 1 have also been at a loss to understand why the other appoiutment took place.
I haveno~ heard the real reasons from anybody
yet; but If some of the allegations are true I
can quite ~lllderstand why one or two people,
and especutlly an honorary Minister of the
Crown, were anxious to get Mr. Sinclair out
of the road. It is to the discredit of the
present Government that they have wasted
money in this direction. These men have
been to the East, but what sort of reports
are we getting 1 I believe we are told that
the people there can do with some of our old
sharks' teeth, and, perhaps, some bullocks'
teeth, for making certain trinkets for which
people like the Japanese are fa.mous.
Mr. EUtSLlE.-And a few shells.
Mr. HANNAH.-Yes. a few sea shells
and other things of that kind. Un honorable'
members think that these were wise and
judicious appointments on the part of the
Ministry 1 If men are required to push our
goods in other conn tries , I think the money
paid to these gent.lemen could have b2en
much better spent. by even sending the
present. Minist.er of Lands home at the expem,e of the country in order to push our
produce and to show, in company with Dr.
Hentoul iu the old land, the great possibilities of this corner of the Commonwealth.
Mr. l\!vHRAY.-\Von't you make it a
triumvira.te and come along with us?
1ft': HANN AH.-That is a good idea,
with the repeal of separate representatIOn I shall soon be looking for something
to do, and I have no doubt that the honorahle
gentleman and myself would be able to earn
our money very well in the old land-lJerhaps a little better than those gentlemen
who have been sent to another part of the
world on a mission which, I am afraid, will
never be of /tny advantage to Australia. The
honorable member for :Esselldon had on the
business paper of the HOllse last session a
notice of motion for the appointment of a
Hoyal Commission to inquire into the 8inclair-'raverner dispute. This was for some
time at the top of the list. It was in that
especl~tllyas
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position at least on 13th September last, but
the House was never given the opportunity
to deal with it.
~lr. MURRAY.-"'- as not that something'
like a certain honorable member who had a
Bill for the repeal of separate representation
at the top of the notice-paper and never
brought it on ?
Mr. HA~NAH.-As it happelled, I Ilsed
every form III my power to bring that Bill on
on both occasions. No man knows Qetter
than the Minister of Lands that the Premier
block~d me both times from pushing on wit h
the Blll. If the Minister of Lands means to
question in any way my sincerity with regard
to the .repeal of separate representation, I
am afnud the honorable gentleman does not
know me. I came into this Honse pledged
~o the repeal of separate representation, and
If I have not accomplished anything else in
th.is HOllse I have, at any rate, been deter1l1111ed to use. every form in my power to carry
out m~' electlOll pledge to m'y constitnents,.
and I shall be able to go to them and look
t hem in the face, and say that I have honestly
endeavoured to carry out what has been to
me my most importallt dnty in this House.
It. cannoli .be said that I sat quietly by, OJ'intrIglled With any member on either side of
the I-louse to prevent the measure from coming on. It did seem tQ me a great pity that
the motion of the honorable mem b~r forEsselldon for the appointment of that Roval
Commission was not passed last session. •Or
course we know the Standing Orders pre-·
vent an honorable memher from discussinO' on
any oth~r subject a question that is already on
the _llotIce-paper, so that some of llS who intended at the beginning of last ses~ion to.
debate the matter were 1ll1able to do so. '1'0'
have got :Mr. S~llclair out of the way by·
mea.ns of an a.ppomtment snch as was madeduring the recess seems rather to ::.:aVOl1r of a
political job. 'With reference to nIle or twoother episodes the Government did Hot show·
much of t.he backbone tha.t they professed to,
have, partlCula.rly the Premier, who made (me
other. very rem~rkable appointment. apparently ll1 the deSire to push the interests of
closer settlement in Victoria.
The person
appointed in thIS ca.se was a gentleman by the
name of Reuben Keirl, who was deputed to·
go t~rol1gh this country expla.ining the
beautIes of closer settlement. J notice that
even the Minister of La.nds smiles when I
mention the appointment of that gentleman.

Mr. MURRAY.-I was thinking we mightmake him one of our party when we gohome.
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Mr. H.ANNAH.-It is very noticeable
that immediately the press pointed out certain faots in connexion with this gentleman
the Premier pulled ()ut of it, and although
Keirl had been foroed upon the Closer
Settlement Board, he had to stand down. I
believe now the Government are threatened
with all action at law for damages for the
non-fulfilment of that contract. If ·the Government are so strong they ought to have the
backbone to stick to it whell they make an appointment of that kind. I am very anxious to
understand the reason that laT behind
the action of the Government in~ deposing
that gentleman from his position as their
agent in Victoria.
Mr. ELMSLIE.-There must have been some
leg-pulling going on.
Mr. HANNAH.-T do not know whether
it was leg or other pulling, but the circumstances of that oase do not show that the
Government had the backbone tbat they
oftep profess to have.
Mr. SqLLy.-W·hat did Dr. Embling say
about the Government.?
Mr. HANN AH.-Dr. Embling considerea
that this Government were the most corrupt
Government that had ever sat upon the rrreaBury bench in Victoria. He, as an old and experienoed member, a man who has been in politics for a long time, ought to know. That
statement was made at a publio function on
two occasions- one in connexion with the
Working Men's College. I t never came from
the Labour Party, although we have been
acoused of saying certain things on the platform and at street corners that we were
not prepared to back up in this Honse.
I am not saying that the present Government are the most corrupt' we have had.
There are some Ministers for w hom I have a
very strong regard-men who I believe
are doing their best..
Mr. PRENDERGAs'l'.-They will not shake
your pur::~e, but they will steal your pelicy if
they get a show.
Mr. HAN~AH.-'iVe do not mind the
stealing of our policy so long as the Government are prepl:lred to place on the statutebook, as soon as possible, the measures that
we are ad vocating. There arc, howevH, one
or two Ministers whom I cannot congratulate upon the admiuistrati0n of their Departments. r wish very strongly to comment upon the policy of forcing railway men
to retire two years before they have reached
the statutory age-these men are workerswhile at the same time Mr. Panton is retained as a police magistrate in the city at
the age of 71, and is to be allowed to sit on
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the Bench still longer, and give decisions
that I do not think any man cau supp'ort
for one moment. I am not going into the
merits of a recent shipping case, about
which the houorable member for Port Melbourne knows more than I do, bu~ I will say
that Mr. Panton's actions in connexioll with
that case deserve the strongest condemnation of honorable members. There are other
cases that have come under our notice
to show that it is a standing disgrace
that the Government are prepared to
extend Mr. Pant~n's official life as an administrator of justice for still another six
months. A case was before the City Court
the other day, where an unemployed man,
who was simply seeking to get a petition
signed in proper order amongst those attend·
iug a registry office, was arrested and brought
before the Court. rrhere was not a stain upon
his character, and nothing conld be urged
against him by the witnesses. Although it
was proved by the defence that the arresting
constable was drunk, this magistrate said
that, after hearing the evidence j list given,
the Bench was satisfied that Constable
De Lany was quite sober on Wednesday afternoon, and costs would not be given against
him. This pronouncement was made after ~\.
num ber of officers, including the cOllrtkeeper)
had testified that the art.esting constable was
uuder the influence of drink. Then Mr_
Panton, addressing the defendant, saidYou do not appear to have done anything very
wrong, and the case against you will be dismillsed.
At the same time you must not think that you are
walking out of Court with everything in your
favour. The Bench is quite satisfied as to the CODstable's sobriety 011 the occasion.

If the ,man had done nothing wrong on that
occasion what was there to call for such a
statement from Mr. Panton? 'rhis House
ought to tell the Government emphatically
that the quicker Mr. Pl\uton is pensioned off
the better it will be for the interest.s of justice
in this country. I am very glad to know that
in expressing these sentiments I have the approval of a certa:in member on the other (the
Ministerial) side of the House, who is con·
vi'nced that some of the decisions given by
Mr. Panton are very unfair and unjust, and
that many of his comments cannot be supported, by any honorable member on either
side of this chamber. I wish to say a few
words about a few railway matters of importance which require seri~ns attrntioll from
me as a representative of the railway employes. I am sorry the Minister of Railways
is not present to hear what I have to say.
You will remember, sir, til at my colleague-
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()[ r. Solly) and myself during last session
referred vrry strongly to the way in
which the mil ways were being starved.
We pointed out clearly, again and
again, how men were being discharged
and that the l\umbers retained. were not suf·
ficient for the up-keep of certain lines ill a
~tate eonducive to the safety of the travellillg' public. Very shortly after the House
rose for the recess the statements that we had
made in this chamber were completely verifietl by the occurrence uf the Gembrook accident, which has cost t he country a great deal
()f money. The Department had reduced t.he
number of men who ha.d to attend to the
permanent way to an extent f:1r below
what was considered absolutely necessary
a year or two before, with the result that
the whole of the inquiry proved condnsively that the starved condition of
the trtl.ck wa.s the canse of the accident.
Yet a driver was "pilled" for what was
:supposed to be excessive speed. Of conrse
honorable members are aware of the
:statement which the Chairman of the
Railways Commissioners eMr. Tait) made
.as to the cause of the accident before
the inquiry was conducted. It was proposed that an inquiry should be held
by the heads of the Department interested in the matter, but my colleagues in this Chamber and another place
intervened, and strongly protested against an
inquiry of that character being held when
there could be an impartial inquiry. I am
-sure that other honorable members are not so
interested in connexion with these ma,tters as
my colleagne and myself, because they are not
directly representing the Hail way Service;
ibut \\ hen the repeal of separate representation takes place it will not be very long before they will have, in their vario1:ls constituencies, to get very closely in touch with
these matten;. I could give half-a-aozen instances of accidents that happened about the
same time, which all assist to positively discredit the Government for permitting snch
~ scandalous state of affairs to continue in
the administration of the Railway Department.
In one phtee an accident happened w here a
young lad aged about fourteen years, who was
still attending school, acted as a porter.
While he was attending school. and supposed
to be learning the art of how to run the railways, he was given responsible work to do.
lt is necessary that these things should be
brought home to the Ministry, in order to
have a change brought abollt. In connexion
with the finding of the Court of Inquiry
into.the Gembrook accident, I am sure the
Mr. Hannah.
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general opinion is that punishment was
meted out to a man who did not exceed his
ordinary duties as a driver.
Honorable
members know perfectly well that drivers, in
order to observe the time list that is made
out, must at times run their engines faster
than they otherwise wOlll~ dc>. That is an
unwritten law. I was very much disappointed t.o find that Mr. Tait, who had so
empbatically given his opinion that excessive
speed was the sole cause of the accident,
failed to appear and give evidence before the
Court lItS he shollid have done as Chairman of
the Rail ways Commi8sioners.
That shows at least that that gentleman was
not. prepared to face the music, and distinctly
give
his opinion before an impartial
Board, and before men who had practical training. There is one matter that came
before the House last session, with regard
to the discharging of gangers and others
under the age of 60 years. The House on
that occasion most emphatically requested
that this should not be done, and, that the
honorable compact made with the men
should be observed, and not broken. The
men wera allowed to retain their positions
on account of the representations made, but
immediately the session closed what was
practically the order of the House was reversed and a large number of men werE'
discharged. I say that while we can, and
do, talk in certain quarters of eonfiscation
and of repndiation, I know of nothing worse
than the repudiation of our own flesh and
bloou. I know of nothing ,that stands more
to the discredit of the Government of the
day than repudiating the claims of these
workers. who are their own flesh and blood,
and refusing to meet their just liabilities.
That a large numbet· of men who had to
work hard in order to raise themselves to che
positions of gangers should lose their salaries,
and have to accept reduced pensions, is
something that I cannot, as a representative of the Railways Service, tolerate. There
is another matter on which I spoke when
the Supply Bill was before the House last
night, and that is with regard to what was
done first when Mr. IrYine came into
power, and what is still being done, in the
matter of paying gratuities to widows and
orphans. r trnst that this House will have
an opportUJaity of dealing with this matter at
close quarters very silortly, and that honorable members will be able to show whether
it is their intention to keeg the compact that
was made in regard to wiaows and orphans.
Last session the honorable member for
Bendigo West had a number of questions
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answered by the Premier in this connexi<m.
It was stated that these persons were en·
titled to gratuities for services extending
over a great number of years, and that
only another 2,000 more cases would ha.ve
to' come in before the matter would be
worked out.
I am sure thl\t if the
suffttring of some of these widows and
children, who have received £90 instead
of the £290 to which they were entitled, was
known, it would appeal to the humanity and
justice in the breasts of honorable member8.
I mentioned one case last night whilst speaking on the Supply Bill, and there are about
twenty others of the same kind at the present
time. I hope that the Ministry will at least
let the House know very soon what is their
intention on this matter, and if they are
going to ask the House to vote the amount
of money that is necessary to keep the compact that was made wit h the widows and
orphans as to tbe gratnities they were entitled to. I t is necessary that the money
should be put on the Estimn.tes and voted by
the House.
With flourishing seasons,
bountiful harvests, and such a surplus
as there is, it \Vonld be bnt bare
justice to .give to these widows and
orphans the amouuts to which they are
entided. Another matter in connexion with
the railways is that recently the heads of the
Railwa.y Departments of the various States
have met in order to make certain condit.ions,
by-laws, and rules, for the governing of the
workers generally throughout the whole of
the States. I say that these gentlemen, who
have constituted themselves into what is
practically a small Parliament, ehould at least
give honorable members an opportunity of
knowing what is goiug on, and of knowing
what business is being done. Honorable
members should be able at least to read the
minutes of the Conference, so as to know
what is taking place. This is an important
thing, and the House should demand to know
what are the main features guiding the Commissioners in their deliberations and recommendations, and the way in which the.y intend to carry out the conolusions arrived at.
The question concerning Dr. Rentoul and
his mission in Great Brit.ain was mentioned
last evening, and I think myself that it i8 not
a good thing--I do not care what religious
body a man may be connected with-to give
public men commissions in the way that
has been done. Though I do not think Dr.
Rentoul will do anything that is likely to
discredit the State, still I cannot a~prove of
the method that hl:tS been adopted either
with regard to that gentleman, or the Rev. Mr.
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Sugden. At the same time, if they have no
other obligations than to give a few lectures
under the auspices of the Government.
throughout Great Britain, they are, while
unde.r the auspices of the Government, practically official representatives of the State.
Outside of that, whatever they say on the
broad questions of religion or politics regarding Australia or Victoria, in my opinion, does.
not bind this Government or country to allY
policy in any way whatever. "VhiJe a great.
deal has been heard about the utterances of
one gentleman who is at the head of one church
here, another gentleman connected with another church here has made some of the most
damaging statements that possibly could be
made with respect to Australia and Victoriap
The statements are of snch a character that
consider that they require contradiction, and
I would suggest to the Ministry that in order
to meet the slanders of the ,. stinking fish"
party they should at least spend one or two
thousand pounds in cabling bome in the
interests of the State to remove such slanderous statements as have appeared in Great.
Britain from t.he pen of Dr. Bevan.
)1r. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-That.
is only one man's opiilion.
Mr. HANNAH.-Exactly. But he is a
leading man, and, in my opinion, a man who·
has had no cause to regret his few years"
mission in this country. I think this country has treated him fairly well.
An HOKORABLE Ml~MBER.-It has madehis hair grow.
Mr. PRI~NDlmGAsT.- He has travelled on.
that hair for a long time.
11r. HAN~AH.-I am not making- these·
remarks because that gentleman is ci. freetra.der and holds different political viewsfrom mine.' I would say, e"en if he belonged to the same political school as I do,
t.hat to make such statements as he has
about our politics, and even our morals,
is something that calls for the condemnation of this House alld of the Government.
Mr. SOLLY.-He believes in Chinese·
labour. That is sufficient.
Mr. HANNAH.-In the Age newspaper
of Tuesday, J u]y 3, the following extract
from the Christian World, a London weekly
newspaper, is published : If "White Australia" meant the character of
Australian life, as we aimed to express it in our
financia.l and social relations, even where the Chiuaman was ~oncerned, we should respect. the motto;
but it now means very little more tha.n the perversion of a high-toned and virtuous. sentiment to
the unworthy fea.r of a small part of the people.
hlinded a.nd excited by the self-interest of political
a.nd financial intrigues. Rut we are mending in
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this matter-Japan hal:! taught the \Vestel'll nations
a lesson. Even Auskalian politicians speak of the
Oriental in measured and courteous terms. A few
begin to recognise the fact that Australia is, after
all, a.n eastern nation. Her nearest neighbours
are China (l,ud J"apan..
Myaddce to folk
ill the home country just now is--make lIO rash
adventure into the Australian colonies. The days
of startling and romantic success are o\-er. Australia is very much along the liues of the old
countries. If you are doing well at home stay
there; if you are not doing well, the chances are
you will not do any better in Australia. If you
are a bad lot. get Letter where you have ~ot bad.
This is a poor place to refit the wreck of a moral
nature, and to recover a lost character.

:Mr.J. CAl\IEIWN (Gippsland East).-Sllrel.v
that is wise.
Mr. HANN AI-I.-The extract cOlltinuesBut if you are strong, or have means, or do not
mind getting down to the lowest and hardest
work, then if you are set upon the colonies
a trip out will not do you any harm. But
to the a\'erage man I would say. wait quietly
and see what all this Labour fuss is going
to do. It may find itself compelled, for its own
sake, to change its policy, and certainly, if it
does get overthrown, the other side has, I fear,
Jess intelligence and still less conscience.

Mr. MACKINXOX.-You do llOt object to
that, surely.
Mr. HANNAH.-Th~rc is somc more of
it. It clHlclndes as follows : For the great middle party-neither capita.listnor
L!.I.bour(init.s political sense)-is onlyastupid ruminant which, as long as there is plenty of grass,
will he willing to crop it, and then sit down and
chew the CUll.

Mr. :\IACKINNOX.-If any people ought to
be offended it ought to be the middle clas:-l.
1\11'. IIANNAH.-While I was quoting
that extract I. heard an honorablr member
interject that it was wisc to say that thir::; is
a poor olace to rent the wreck of a moral
l1aturc and to recover a lost character.
Mr. J. CA~IERON (Gippsland East).hat I meant was that we did not want
that sort of people here.
Let them stay at
home.
Mr. II A~SAH.-That is right; but to
refel' to the people of Anstm.lia in the way
Dr. Bevall has done, ill my opillion certainly
calls for some explanatiun. 1 think that, as
far as thi~ country is concern cd, the people
generally are prepared to offer a hel ping
hand to
mell
coming out here to
rehabilitate themselves, in order that they
may earn a decent livelihood. In conclusion,
I may say that there are a good many things
in the Government's programme that 1, for
one, can conscientiously support. rrhel'€, is
the question of gaTllblillg, and, as I said in
the first session of this Parliament when the
Bill for the legalization of the totalisator was
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before the Honse, I believe that that is Sl.
matter that cannot be effectively stamped
out. I am pO:-litive the\t at the present. time
there are gentlemen who are enrleavonring
to buDd up future political reputations on
this question. and they will find that to
effectively stamp out gambling in cOlillexion
with horse-racing is an impossibility as IOllg
as we have the Cup, the Derby, and other
big races, where thousands of people are
gathered with the inherent spirit of gambling
in tbem. I know that is even the case with
the :Minister of Lands. '\Then he sees a good
horse he is prepared to back his own judgment.
Mr. MURRAY.-I am too old a bird for
that sort of thing.
Mr. HAN N Al-I.-I am with the Minister
of Lands very strongly as regards the
totalisator. 1 n the past he has endeavoured to do his best to legalize the
totalisat~r, and I believe that if it had been
given a trial it wonld have done a great deal
to diminish the evil. The Minister of Lands,
I believe, a few years ago was successful in
carrying a Bill through this Honse, but it
was blocked.
Mr. MURRAY.-In that other awful place.
Mr. HA.N N AH.-Yes, in the place
that goes against anything that makes for
progress.
Mr. MURRAY.-Do yon think you can
convert your side ~ I will try to convert
this (the Ministerial) side.
Mr. HANN AH.-I see the honorable
member for Prahran is sittil:g next to the
Minister of Lands, who would do good
if
he succeeded in converting that
honorable member. 'fhe legalization of the
totalisator would bring gambling uuder
proper control. I have not yet heard the
opinion of the honorable member for Prahran
on the totalisator after his visit to New
Zealand, but I belieye by the use of the
totalisator they have been able to control
gambling more effectively than would be the
case without it.
As far as I am concerned, 1 am with the Government in
trying to regulate the evil as far as possible.
There are one or two other big questions.
The licensing question is a very big one, and
Qne, I am afraid, which will be fraught with
very great difficulties. It is one that is goiF1g
to test the parties of this House as to their
loyalty to their leaders. I am one of those
who think that at least in Victoria there has
been a need for a long time for dealing with
this matter in a practioal way. "Ve have seen
grave irregularities and 0ther things done
here under the law that I am sure not one of
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us can admire or approve. I have not yet
seen clearly the lines upon which the Government intend to go. I should have liked to
see them give a trial t() the system of 1::itate
control as has been done in other countries.
I think tha.t in connexion with gambling, as
with the drink evil, we could stamp it out
more eftectively, and more permanently,
in some other way than by temporizing, and simply endeavouring for the
time being to suit the parties on both
sides - vested interests on the one
hand, and those who believe in prohibition on the other. But I do think
that the Government cannot allow this
matter to go any longer without facing the
question of effect.ive licensing legislation. I
am pleased to know that they have the
courage to take up the question. J do not
know whether they will have the courage to
go right through with it, or whether this
promised endeavour will only be one of those
proverbial kites that they have flown so
oftep, and particularly upon the eve of a
general election. Whether that is the case
or not, we have at any rate the promise in
the Governor's speech of legislation 'upon this
question, and before very long we may expect to have the opportunity of dealing with
it.
.
Mr. SOLLY.-One of the slaughtered innocents.
Mr. HANNAH.-An honorable member
refers to the measure on this subject as one
of those slaughtered innocents that we
have at the end of the session.
I do
not suppose that; the Governrnent are too
anxious to proceed with that rneasure. I do
not think that they are too anxious to deal
with what undoubtedly will cause a very
great conflict of opinion in this Chamber. I
think it has been saia by one of
. the old
politicians of
this House
that there are two things that any
Premier should avoid-the Tariff and the
lioensing question. The Tanff, however,
has been removed to another sphere;
but the licensing question still remains with
us, ana whether we shall be able to deal
eftectively with it, as has been done in
New South Wales, is yet to be seen. I am
glad to notice that according to the most
recent reports 1 have seen in the newspapers
the stringent measures that have been
adopted in New South 'iVales have been of a
very beneficial character, and that the class
of legislation that was cried out about so
strongly has had the effect of inducing me):}
to stay in their homes on ~nndays, and gi ve
their wives and families their pence and
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shillings instead of spending them -.vith the .
publicans. There are one or two other things
mentioned ill the speech which I welcome.
One of these is the Small Improved lloldings Bill. Last session, on three occasions,
and on the last day of the session particucularly, I had occasion to severely critici~e
the Government and the :Minister of Lands
for dropping the Small Holdings Bill.
Mr. ~IURRA Y.-There is au improved
edition of it now.
Mr. HANNAH. -Now that the honorable gentleman has had an opportunity of
conferring with the leader of the most
extreme party in this country, he appears
to be prepared to give us a Bill that will
at least meet the requirements of the community at the present time.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland Ea.~t).-'l'om
Ma.nn is working with the Minister to get a.
billet over these fellows when they go on the
land.
Mr. HANN AH.-I have not ~uch a base
mind as to think that.
Mr. PRE~DERGAS'l'.-There is no warrant
for it either.
. Mr. HAr\NAH.-I do not thillk that
Tom Mann comes from the same country as
the honorable member for Gippsland East.
Before Tom Mann came to this country,
and since he has been here, he has been
offered positions, and he could have secured
those positions fairly and honestly· and hll.ve
received a large salary, but he has refused
them, because he desires to follow t he course
which he believes to be in the best interests
of the community. Although the Minister
of Lands states that the Bill is going to be
an improved measure, I hope that it will be
one of the earliest measure.s placed before
the House, in order that it may be
quickly brought into practical operation. I
do not believe that the promised Bill is
likely to lDe any good; but if it is, I believe
that if there is one Australian State which
is more entitled to have the system put into
operation for the benefit of the commullity, iii
is the State of Victoria. There is another
thing I desire to say before sitting down. I
want even the honorable member for Melbourne to listen to this, because I am glad to
see that be, with others, ha~ produced an
effect upon the Government, and has led
them to (;hange their opinions Hnd their attitude since last session. The honorable member for Prah:"an and my~elf uronght in onr .
measures for the repeal of Rpecia] representation of the pll blic servants. I belie've that
one of the real reasons why the Government
were afraid when the honorable member
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introduced his Bill was that they thought
there '}light be a change of Ministry, ttud the
Goverumellt wanted to keep a ~trollg hold on
the Treasury bench. They were anxious
to ma.intain that hold that they had had so
long. The greed of office was so strollg
that they could nOlt for olle moment suffer
such a principle to be carried. The measure
is lIOW to he introd uced by the Government,
and although the Government are now
under another leader,
they an~ the
Government which introduced t"he system of
separate representation, and I am glad that
it is the same Government who are going now
to do justice to the State servants of Victoria. The Government have repented of their
ways, nud are prepared to repeal that disgraceful and pernicious legislation that
should never have been placed on the statutebook.
::\11'. ~wINBunNE.- You ought tfi> start
n canvass of the Council, to make snre it
goes through.
?\lr. HANN AH.-All that I can sav in
reply to the interjection of the ~linist~r of
Agricnlture is that I am prepared sincerely
to face the Council with him, in order to
secure the safe conduct of the measure
throngh that Chamber.
:\1r. Boyo.-You tell that to tile marines.
Mr. llA~NAH.-I aln prepared to vote
for it, and our party will vote for it too.
)11'. COLECHIN.-Does the Minister know
that he has got them squared, or does he
think that he has got them squared?
Mr. HANNAH.-I am rather surprised
that SHch a remark should come from so
sincere a lllall ,tS the Minister of Agriculture.
AII' :\IcI{RAY.-You would not be a.stonished at it eorning from Mr. Cameron?
)Ir. fL\'~.NAH.-No; but I am surprised
at it comillg from a man like the Minister of
Agriculture, who never jokes.
Mr . .MURHAY.-With difficulty, you know.
~lr. HA~N.A.H.--I am surprised that a
man who says nothing without some very
fair klHHrJedge of its being correct, should
suggest, for OHe moment, that the Govefllment have been considering a way out of the
difticulty so that they may be al·Ie to crawl
()lit of this matter, which has, of course,
been troubling them like a nightmare. They
btl. ye probably seen a way ont of the difficulty,
~ccording to the sllggestion just made by the
Minister. 'rhe Governr.n~:mt, it seems, are to
introduce the Bill here in the sure and certain
hope that it can be destroyed in another place.
But 1 call say this for the party I am asso<liated with, the party thathaveat last been able
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for the first time in the history of Victoria to
return two labour men to the Council, that
their mimbers in the Couneil will not be a,bsent when the vote is taken for the repeal of
special representation.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-They will help
the Governrnent.
Mr. HANNAH.-They .will help the
Government, although it mea.ns that the seat
of Ol'le of those gentleman, a seat he would
be certain of for life, will be aboliihed. But
there is one honorable member in the Government corner of this HOllse who will have to
reckon with the effect of the repeal of separate
representation. He made a very strong
speech in this House against the pernieious
principle of placing the system of special
representation upon the statute-book, and
honorable members know very well that he
voted contrary to that splendid speech-a
speech he made on t.hat occasion as an Australian llative, and as one coming frolll the
stock of free Britishers who had handed
down thtl traditions we are fightiug for today, and endeavouring to maintain and
secure. So far as he is concerned, he will
probably have something to reckon with.
Mr. 'VA'l'T.-He has a. habit of looking
aftel' himself.
Mr. HANNAH.-So far at; my party and
myself are concel'lled, I am prepared to say
that we will welcome the repeal of special
representation. I do not know whether it
is true or not., 11l1~ I am told that when that
honorable member, who is not so pale as
some of us, heard· the Premier annOllnce at
Brighton his intention to abolish special
l'epresentation he went a deatbly white.
Mr. 'N A'1'T.- \lVas t hat Lemmon 7 I saw
him go white.
Mr. HANNAH.-vVhcn I heard that
announcement I was delighted and pleased.
Mr. BOYD.-How do you look when you
are deligh ted ?
Mr. HANN AII.-As a rule I have a smile
lIpon my face, just like the honorable member has when lw is delighted. I do not
know what sort of smile the honorable member had at a certain country place on one
occasion; but when I see the honorable member pleased ill this Honse he usually has a
smile npQIl his face. I am delighted
that the Government are going to abolish
separate representation, and that the men
whom I have represented for some time are
to have their liberty again, the same
as other free men. There is one thing that
I had forgotten, and that I would like to
say before sitting down. We have had two byelectic)lls. rrhel'e was one thing that struck
4
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me very forcibly at Barwon. There were
three candidates in the field. Of course, we
know that the Ministerjal Party never like
to adopt the methods of the Labour Party.
They never like to follow in any shape or
form what they call the Labour Party's
destructive tactics. But that is the nrst time
in the history of politics in this country
where praotically an Opposition member was
able to select a Government candidate. I
am given to understand that, as a matter of
tact, the gentleman who was selected in the
interests of the Gover.nrnent upon this oecasit'lll was. practically a nominee of all Opposition member, who was consulted by the
Premier on behalf of the Government.
Mr. BOYD. -Are the rest of your facts as
good as that?
Mr. HANNAH.-Personally, 1 am delighted that the trend of things in this State
is ill the direction of forcing those who are
prepared to stand against progress to take
up a position with the Ministerial side to-day.
Although we were defeated, I can say
that it gives us a. certain amount (If gratification tp know that we are forcing them to vote
for their convictions, alt.hough we know that
behiud some of the votes that were given
there was a promise on the part of the Government that does n()t reflect credit on Ollt'
political purity, nor reflect credit on meD at
the head of affairs. But we know that in
connexioll with by-elections some men and
Bome leaders are prepared to promise anything, and some of these promises have gone
as far practically as pblitical bribery. I con·
gratulate the Government upon being on the
Treasury bench to witness such a degree of
prosperity as we have had during the last few
years. They certainly had an advautage in
coming into office as compared with those
who were in office during the bad timesduring the years of drought, when we had a
eondition of things which made it very difficult to administer affairs satisfactorily.
·Before sitting down I cannot refrain from
Bayin~ that I fail to see anythiug in the
way of great statesmanship, on the part
of those now in office, t.hat has been able
to bring about the conditions I have
referred to. The credit for wha.t has happened we must give entirely to Providence.
They have been playing the laissez-Jai1'e game
of allowing matters. to right thenlselves.
While they have been on the 'l'reasury bench
good times have smiled upon tbem. I can
honestly say that I have seen no great powers
of administration or activity on the part of
the. Minister of Lands in regard to our waste
lands and othe:r things. I have not seen
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the honorable gentleman bring to bear that
statesmanship that should be brought to bear
in the adrninistration of such an important
Department as the Department of Lands.
But, at the same time, he is able to hold the
position, knowing that very many of these
hnds are tl.t preseut in the hands or
men who are giving us practically
. nothing in return for them.
I got a
letter 'recently from a mall who, I
believe, is in the Gippsland East electorate,
stating that there is one piece of
Crown land there, some 200,000 acres in extent, and a large amount of it river frontages)
which is leased at a very small rent, and
that there are some 50 or 60 men who
wonld be prepared to take up this land and
make a livelihood upon it.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-It is
an education reserve.
Mr. HANNAH.-If that is so, at least we
cou ld have placed before us in this House some
method of dealing with those lands, which
~le practically waste lands, and then instead
of purchasing land from private individuals)
and enhancing the value of these people's
land, we should be able to do something with
the Crown lands of this countrY, which are
to-day inhabited principally
rabbits, to
the annoyance cf the residents in the
vicinity.
I therefore cannot congratulate
the Government upon any great amount or
activity. But I want to say that, as far as
the Minister of Agriculture is concerned,
that honorable gentleman is certainly showing a little activity, which be is bringing tobear upon certain questions in a manner that
is generally approved of, and I hope lie will
go Oll, Socialist as he declares himself to be.
That honorable gentleman has shown that, soiar as this Ministry is concerned, there is one
man in it who is a safe Socialist, and whois prepared to put into operation the
principles which we advocate because we are
fighting under the flag of labour.
Mr. LEMMO~.-It is not my intention
to deal with the various proposals of the
Government mentioned in the Governor's
speech. I just desire mainly to refer to some
of the acts of administration, and it will be
necessary for me to refer to what the Government have done, and to some extent to what
they propose to do. 'rhe main justification for
His Excellency'S speech and the Address-inReply 'is to give the House an opportunity or
dealing principally with the administrative
acts of the Government during the reces~,
which in this case has been a long one. I desire, in the first place, to fonow the example
of my leader, and express my pleasure at the

by

The Governor's Speech:

[ASSEUBLY.]

ability demonstrated by the two new members in moving and seconding the Addressin-Heply. Our party did Ollr best to prevent
those members COl1lill~ here, but I am satisfied thttt the members uf the party bow to
the will of the majority. with this reservation,
that we will-at the first opportunity and
every opportunity--endeavour to couvert the
majority, or the number that defeated us, to
our particular views, fur these two particular
seats. I think all members will agree with
me that ill intellectual ability and debating
capacity the two new members are at
least equal to the average of the House.
I desire to express my pleasure at the
healthy condition of the finances as far as
the 8tatei::; concerned.
I am one
of those who belieye that Providence has been
kind to the State, and Providence would he
equlllly as kind to the Opposition side of the
Honse were we occupying the Ministerial position. It is to Providence we must gi ve the
thanks for the healthy state of the affairs of
this country.
After all, the true test of
prosperity is the condition of the people. \Ve
mllst admit that it is a reflection on our civilizatioll when we filld the Premier annoullcing
the fact that there is a surplus of £iOO,OOO,
nud almost instantaneollsly stating that he is
at present doling out relief to the unemployed. It iudicates a want of statesmanship
in managing the affairs of the ~tate; it
indieates that the great unemployed prIDblem
is prelSsillg us, despite the pro::;perity we are
bleslSed with. It is a problem that must be
dealt with Ilud settled. before we call claim
genuine pl'osperit,y. We have heard the
Ministry Hay that t.hey are going to deal with
the problem ,: but they dare not deal with it
ill H. scientific manner, because of the feelings
and opinions of their supporters. The employing class of this State insilSts that the
llllcnll:>Ioyed should be knocking at the
factory door, in order to keep those inside the
factory quiet and contented.
It ilS tu
tbe ad vantage of the .employillg clalSs
that there should. be surplus labuur,
so th~tt the rate::> of wag-es nntY be
kept dowll to the minim urn.
The~y desire that the game should be played,
and that this great problem should be
tinkered with. 'Yhy did the employers of
Victoria enter such a strong protest against
the Government sending to New Zealaud for
Mr. Treg-ear? Because they IlH<l re!SOll to
believe that he was in a conscientiolls and
t-horough manuel' trying to detd with the
problem from a scientific stand-point . .N ow, all
we have got is the promise that when Mr.
rrregear ooes come here and deal with the
M~·.

Lemmon.
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qnestion, the Government will give his report
consideration. One of the first things that
the Government will h~\ve to do before we get
a satisfactory settlement of the difficulty,
will be to consult the representatives of the
working men in the variolls trades, and above
all in this community-I refer to the union
officials, who know exactly the capacity and
honesty of the unemployed on the market.
They are the best to guide the Government
in determining who are honest and who are
dishonest amongst the unemployed. I care
not who may clo it; but if the present
Govel'llment are prepared to act on the lines
of New Zealand, they will receive my support. In New Zealand, the Govern Jllent took
a body of men from the streets who were put
upon the l}llld to clear and fit it for farming,
and make it self-supporting. They balloted
for these particular farms and prepared the
virgin forest for othel's. That was done
sllccessfully, and it is olle of the best
methods of dealing with the unemployed.
I am with J Oh11 H.uskin in his work
Unto 'Phis Last, which title is from
a Scri ptural q notation taken from the
Gospel in which the men are referred
to who staud idly in the ma.rket place.
'1'0 my milld, one of the lIlost regrettable
sights is that of men willing to work but
unable to find it. John Ruskin took them
as the text of this book, w hieh is one of
the finest book~ I ever read. Though he
said he was not a Socialist, yet he recommended in that work that there IShonld be
established, entirely by Government regulation, manufactories and workshops for the
production and sale of every luxury and
article of life, though without interfering with
private enterprise or putting restraint on
trade. leaving them to do their best to beat
the Government if they could. I am satisfied
that Govel'llment industry will always defeat
private enterprise. This is what Ruskin
saysThat there should be e!'tahlished entirely nnder'
Government regulation manufactories and workshops for the production and sale of every necessity of life, and for the ex.ercise of every useful art,
and that interfering 110 whit with private ruterprise, nor setting any restraints or tax upon private
trade, but leaving both to do their best to heat the
Government if they could. There should be at
these Government workshops and manufactories
good and exemplary work done, and pure and
true substance sold, so that the man could he sure,
if he paid the Government price, that he got for
his money bread that was bread, ale that was ale
a.nd work that ,ras work.

'rhat was the recommendation of Ruskin,
who held th~lt; every honest man in the
commuuity should have a claim· on the
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Government to enter the manufactoJ'ies and a practical nature. The record of the Tory
workshops to en.rn an honest living. We Governments in trying t') legislate for the
find that Hobson in his work E~'olution ()f industrial classes has generally been a failure.
Capitalism states We find that one of the conditions laid down
In agricultura.l implements 600 men now do the by the Government was that berore a, living
work which was formerly done by 2,145, thus dis- wage was fixed a seven-tenths majority mllst
placing 1,5<45.
be secured in order to bring about the adopThe problem is, what is to become of that tion of a particular determination. In that
surplus labour ~ The employment of men in attempt the Government absolutely failed,
painting picket fences, and so on, will never and after a cost to the State of £300 that
solve the unemployed problem. I was pleased provision had to be wiped off the statuteto observe that at last the Government is book.
I venture to say that when a
going to make it. move with regard to giving trade-not a trade like the dress-maksome relief to the sweMed workers in a large ing trade, but a genuine trade, such as
number of trades ill our factories who at the coach-builders or agricultural impresent have no legislative protection. At plemen t-makers - get a wn.ges board
last the Goverllment is proposing-prop0sing and try to fix a fair living wage under the
only-to do something in this direction; but, limitations of the law as it is at present, it
even ill my limited experience of industrial will be found that the law i8 so faulty that
legislation, I know that there have been many it is impossible to put it into operation, and
proposals made for the appointment of new that we require a repeal ot that particular
wages boards, but these propoStl.ls genern.lly class of legislation. I also call the Mtention
get no further. However, I am pleased to of the House to the fact that some time ago,
welcome the present proposal on the part of somewhat prior to the 30th N0vember, 1904,
the Government to give some relief to the the honorable member ror Ballamt West
sweated workers, and to put down the sweat- raised the question in this I-lonse n.s to'
ing that hn.s been takillg place. It was pro- whether the Government, throngh the powers
vided by the Act of 1903 that no further conferred upon the Governor in Council, p~r
wages bon.rds ~hould be created. During the posed extending the determination of the
sixteen months prior to that 32 wages f rOllllloulders Board to the Shire of Brayboards were created. Since then this Go- brook, where we find a big indnstry estabvernment has occupied the Treasury beneh lished. The man at the head of that industry
for ~2 months and not one wages bon.rd desired to know from the Government
has been created. That is the record thn.t the whether the determination of the board
Government has put up that claIms to be the would be extended to that shire.
friend of the sweated workers. There are
An HO~OR.ABLE MEMBER.-He came from
14,000 eligible workers in the factories, to Ballarat in order to dodge the Factories Act.
whom the Act applies, who are still wit.hout
Mr. LEMMO N.-f believe there is truth
Rolly legislation to insllre them the mini- in that. He asked the Government whether
mum mte of wage. It is evident that under it was intended to extend the determination
that particular piece of legislatioll the Go- to that particllla.r shire The Minister of
vernment will not even trust the wages Labour stn.ted that after looking into the
boards to fix their own conditions. They Act he discovered that, instead of
will not allow what the boards would no the Governor in Councii having the
doubt desire to do if they had legislative power to extend the determination of the
power. We have limited the power of the wages board for 10 miles outside every town
boa.rds so that they must not fix a wage and city, the very opposite had been achieved.
higher than the average wage paid by re- and a lO-mile track had been created around
putable employers to workers of average every city and town upon which any sweater
capacity. It is almost impossible to comply could take up his position and be absolutely
with this condition, yet this is the limitation free from any determination. That was t.he
placed upon the wages boards. I venture to position arrived at Rccording to the opinion
say that one of the reasons that h:we deterred of the Crown law advisers of the Government.
the Government from giving the various Vofe therefore had to legishte at onee. and the
trades that are desirous of coming under the Minister introduced the Bill. This House
Act a right to determine as to their in- and another plare gave him the po\ver that it
dustrial ~onditions,. is the fact that Minis- was originally intended to confer UP0l'l the
ters are afraid to allow the trades to G~vernor in Council, but what do we find?
try whe(;her the legislation of the Govern- -Although that Act wa.s assented to on the
ment with regard to industrial matters is of 30th November, 1984, n.nd although the
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Government. apparently desired to exercise the
power of extending the determination of the
waget; board to the Braybrook Shire, a period
of 011e year and five months elapsed during
which they absolutely neglected to extend the determination. 1 t would be interesting to know what forces are ill operation
controlling the Government in this direction,
and which have caused them to fail in extending the determination to that particular
shire. I also desire to point out that olle of
the Acts which were passed at the instance of
the Government last session repealed part of
our factory legislation, amI I think the atten·
tion of the Minister of Labour was drawll to
the effect which that piece of legislation would
have 011 a certain class of onr workers. 1
referto the most uufairattitude that was taken
up in using the power thnt was given by this
House and another place in order to deprive
the milkmen ot their Sunday afternoon's
rest. I should like to read t~ the House a
report of what transpired at one of the meet·
ings that were held in conllexion with this
matter. One of the milkmen in the trade,
Mr. F. J. Morgan, at a meeting where they
protested against the action of the Government, said'Milkmen were the most hardworked of all trades·
men, and this piece of legislation was the beginning
of a big effort to depriye the milkman from having his
Sunday afternoon's rest. It woul(l a.ttract the
greedy competitor into the field-the selfish manwho would offer to supply milk on Sunday after·
noons.

The Minister of vVater Supply wa~ speaking
up the country a little time ago and stated
tbat there waH a Bill now before the State
Parliament to apply the Factories Act to all
the industries of the State, doubtless trying
to conj I1rc up ill the lllinds of the farmers
the idea that we (the Labour Party) desired
to put their industry under the Act. If the
honorable gentleman denies it, I am satisfied.
Mr. SWINBUHNE.-I do not rememuer it.
Mr. LEMMO~.-lf IH~ dellies it, well and
good. But 1 would sugfrest that the honlPrable gentleman might take this for his sub·
ject, perhaps at some Pleasaut Sunda.y afternoon, and demollstrate to the people how the
Government have encouraged the absence of
Sunday work by depriving millouell of their
Sunday afternoon holiday. That would be a
very fitting subject for him to take np.
Mr. ~\\,INllURNE.-I am always trying to
get something new.
Mr. LEMMON.-With reference to t.he
propmml of the Government to amend the
early closing provisions of the Factories and
Shops Act, we find that this is due to theagitaticu of a few interested individuals,
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aud that the Govermllent are going to
knuckle down to this agitation, and defeat
our early closing law to some extent. It is
interesting to read the view::; that were given
by varioll:-5 shopkeeper~ to the officers who
were sent out by the Chief Inspector of
Factories with regard to the injury that i::;
being done to their lmsiness by the early
closing law. We find that fifteen shops were
taken, and it is fair to aS~llrne that those who
desired the repeal of this legislation would
not supply the ,,:orst ca~es from their own
stand'point, hilt wonld give the very best
cases to support their view.
Fifteen of
these cases were illquired into by the officers
of the Chief Inspector, but we do not
find one case of hardship amongst them to
justify the action of the Go\·ernment. Yet,
in spite of that, a proposal is made on behalf
of the Government to repeal this legislation.
I am very pleased to observe that, ~u, pc.>illted
out by therepresentatin' of the Railways
Service (Mr. Hannah), the Agt newspaper
bas taken II p a rather decided stand in
ils leading article to-day. I hope that this
is indicative 0f the attitude it purposes to
take up in the future with regard to Ollr
land legisla,tion. 1 t is au indication of an
att.empt on t.he part of that journal to take
another plank from t.he labonr platforll1. 1
was pleased to find it stated in tha.t 1Ie\\'::;paper that a graduated laud tax on unimproved land values i~ a sine qua non in any
State that resolutelv determines to extend
settlement so far as'" our laud is concerned.
The Premier, when speaking at Qneeuscliff
some little time ago, iudical cd that the
Cabinet was goillg to introd nee this session a.
land taxation proposal, lHlt apparently the
GoVel'llIlH1nt have since decided to do otherwise, because no proposal in regard to land
taxatio1l is to be found in the Goyel'llor's
speech. It is also interesting to lloti(~e the return t1mt wC1ssupplied during the recc::;s 1y :Mr.
:McLean. the Government Stntist. 1 t went
to show 'that we had practically 52,500 land·
holders in the Stateof Victoria, and that threefOllrths of them-39,375- held 6,000,000
acres of land betweell them, 01' an average of .
153 aare::; apiece. They cultivated 23 per
cent. of the land they held. '.rhe other onequarter of the landholder::;-13,125-held
26,000,000 acres, or an average of 1,900 acre!:>
apieGe. That return goes to prove that there
are eight persons in the State of Victoria who
hold no less than 2,500,000 acres of land, or
31~,OOO acres apiece.
The one-fourth I have
mentioned only cultivate 10 per cent. of the
land, whereas the other three·fonrths cultivate 23 per cent., thus showing that in the
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Ia.rge holdings there is less cultivation than
in the small holdings. 1:;0 far as Ollr (the
Labour) Party are concerned, we desire to
put a land tax on the large land-holders in
the ~tate of Victoria, in order that they may
be compelled by that t~xatioll either to take
the amount of the taxation in value out of
the land by working it, or else allow the land
to come into the open market, so that iustead
of our young mel) being compelled to go
.away to other countries they may <get land
,at a. reasonable figure in our own ~tate.
j t is pleasing to i:otiae that the Age recognises that the policy of the Government has
had the effect of increasing land values. I
.can cite, perhaps, a very simple case which
indicates clearly the effect of the Governmeut
policy. This instance, in connexion with the
'Workmen's homes settlement at Brunswick, shows the evils of the neglect
<>n the part of the Government, first,
to pass a land tax to regulate the price
{)f land in some degree, and secondly, to
take the power of compulsory purchase.
The McLean Government a few years ago
paid .£30 an acre for this land at Brullswick,
on which they settled workmen on small
holdings of from t to 2 acres. The workmen
got there, and some, I am pleased to
say, are ill a far better position now, because
{)f that piece of legislation, than they would
have been if they had been paying rent ever
since. After the mell eettled down they
formed their progressive association, and as
{)ne of them expressed it to me, they felt
that it wa.s desirtl.ble to increase their num··
bers, in order to get municipal councils
to pay attention to them and give them
reasonable facilities, so they immediately
sounded the owners of the land surrounding
their small settlement. At the time the land
was bought, many other acres could have
been secured at the same price; hilt, com·
paratively speaking, a few months afterwards
they found, on approaching the land-owners,
that the price had gone up to .£40 per acre.
They resolved again, a few mouths afterwards. to make approaches to the land{)wuers with a view to recommending the
Government to purchase more land in the
locality, and then they found tbat the price
had gone up to £50 an acre, and then to £60
an acre, and one of them assured me that the
land arollnd that particular spot that could
. have been obtained originally at from £30 to
£35 per acre, had gone up to pretty well £70
an acre. Each time they approached the
land-owners to get land to increase their
settlement they fonnd that, because of their
existence there, the values had increased, a'ld
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,so made the extension of the settlement impossible. The same thing operates in other pariS
of the State. The Government buy, comparati vely speaking, a small arell., and directly
the settlers get there, prices go up, and
wake the extension of the settlement impGssible.
The action of the Government
at Ol1ce begins to add an unearned increment to the surrounding estates. To
give a concrete case to show the operation
of the land proposals advocated by this (the
Labour) Party for many years past" it is fair
to refer again to the results of the New Zealand legislation in the purchase of the Cheviot
estate. This has been referred to by Henry
Demarest Lloyd in his book, Newest E1t!}land, as one of the finest pieces of statesmanship that has characterized civilization for
many years past-an estate \V hich all travellers to ~ ew Zealand visit at once in order
to find out the facts about that fine piece of
legislation which was thus brought into
operation by Land Minister McKenzie, of
New Zealand.
Mr. PRBN/)ERGAsT.-That was the opinion
of our ,; educated Minister" about that period
too.
Mr. LEMMON.-I am very glad to hear
it. The honorable gentleman once had
strong opinions concerning myself, but down
at Newport recently I found he had materially changed them for the better. In New
Zealand the land tax preeeded the tJovern·
ment's powers of compulsory resumption.
The Government valuers assessed the
Cheviot estate, originally owned by "ReadyMoney" Robinson, at a value of £305.000
for land taxa.tion purposes. The trustees
of the estate immediately objected to the
assessment as too high, a.nd when asked to
do so, fixed their value of it for laud taxation
purposes at £260,000. The Government
took the matter into consideration. They
had the power to f\dd 10 per cent to the
owner's price and purchase it compulsorily.
Believing that the assessment of their own
officers was fair, they considered the estate
was a good bargain at that price. They
immediately closed with the trustees, adding
the 10 per cent., which was £26,000, and
bought the estate for £286,000. By that
transaction alone they saved £ 19,000 on the
assessment of their own officers. I notice
that Mr. Dow was dealing with this estate a
few weeks ago in the Leader, pointing out
that its purchase was a fine and determined
piece of work on the part of the New Zealand
Government, seeing that only £50,000 was
set aside at that time for the purchase of
land for closer settlement. Mr. McKenzie
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had to come to the Honse, sure as he was
that it was a good investment, and to ask the
House to multiply the amount availahle by
six. The House did so, :llld gave him
£300,000, of which he paid £286,OUO fur the
purchase of the estate. Mr. Dow goes OIl to
say that to·day there are 1,200 people Ilpon
the estate, which ill 1892 was occupied by
one family and twel ve shearers.
Mr. HOBERTSO~.- Yon can get all that
informat.ion in the lYe/() Zeflland Year-Book.
"Mr. LE~IMOX.-That shows that my
information is true and reliable, although
I did not get it from the particnla,r sour·ce
Immtiolled hy the honorable member. J11
1892 the profits from the estat.e were
£14,000, whereas at the present tinle the
settlers are sharing amOlJg' themselves a
profit of over £50,O(lU. That is olle of the
results of the ~ ew Zealand lall(l legislatioll.
·With all our glorious prosperity and Ollr
fine snrpluset-;, it is surely a severe reflection
upon this Uovel'lllllent and their powers of
administering the affairs of the State, that on
au average of jUflt on 2,000 pt.'r year for the
pa,st nve years the best part of 0111' p0}Jula,tion luts been making for New Zealaml.
That i,.; a fact according to the lcttest population statistics, and although statements
to the contmry hn,Ye ueen made, the
Victor£an YI'o.r· Hoole provei'> that emigration bv land and sea from Victoria last year
was ~rO,76i, amI the immigration "into
Victoria, 83,603, so thltt we lost
by
mig-ration, ill spite of Ollr prosperity and
our surpluses, 110 less than 7,164 of our
}Do}Julation.
Tlw,t is certainly a severe
reflection upon the GOyerllmellt aud their
powel' of keeping the popnllltioll which is
essential to the propel' development of this
State. 1 regret that the Premier is not
here, for I desire to refer to the plll'clmse of
the Chirnside eslate. I was astounded at
the attitude taken up by the Premier in
other parts of the State, as well as ill this
House, when he desired it to be implied and
understood that he had nothing to do with
the pnrchHse of this estate. The honorahle
gentlem~1l1 has taken up H position the issues
of which he must be responsible for, and we
aloe going to hold him responsible for the
issues in cOlluexion with the purchase of this
estate. I my~elf heard the houorable gentleman state 011 one occasioll-" I haye mv
eye upon certain laud ill the direction ~f
V'tl erribee." 8ubsequently he admitterl that
the land he had his eve on was the Chirnside estate, which he" has since purchased.
He ul1dou bted 1v visi ted the es tf\.te. I believe 011 that o~casion he \vas in the motor
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car and was accompanied by the h ot1 01'able member for iJandenong. I surpose
the honorable memher for Dandeu('Ing
\vould deny it if it were otherwise.
"That capacity. however, did the honor .. ble
mernber for Dandenong occupy on that
journey? Was he there as the honorable
member for Dandenong, a represeutative
of the people, conserving the best interests of
the people of the ~tate, or was he there as
the representative of Mr. Chirnside? The
two p(~sitions were incompatible. He must
have been occupying either one or tlle other.
] t is a fact that the honorable member took
the Premier down to the estate, and I
llllderstand that on the road they met quite
accidentally with Mr. Cunningham, a practical farmer, who was there to express to
those two gentlemen his opinion of the
estate. He did eX}Jl'ess his opinion. If the
Premier was here [ would like to ask him if
he thought at the time that Mr. Cunningham
was merely a poor inllocent farmer they had
happelled to strike on the way, or was he
aware of the fact that 1\:11'. CUllllingham was
the representative of the honorable member
for Dalldenong for the purpose of bLlying
chaff from the farmers arollnd the district?
I do not know whether the Premier was
aware of it or not. ] t is said in Werribee
at the presPllt time that :Mr. Cunningham
boasts of the fact that he was able even to
take the Honorable Thomas Bent down a
little hit. He boasts of the fact that
he put one value on the land then, arId
has reduced it in his own mind at the
present time hy close upon 50 per cent., that
is to say, that he gave a vallle per acre
to the Premier then which he does not hold
at the present time. I think it was very
unbecoming of the honorable IlIember for
Dandenong to accompany the Premier on
the trip. He is well known as the agent for
He has done a good deal ·of
Mr. Chirnside.
selling for one of the Chirnsides to my certain
know ledge, and yet we find him accompanying the Premier on that occasion with regard
to the purchase of this estate. We 110W hear
the Premier stating, although we know he
took those actions, that he had llothing to do
with its purchase. I have tried, but have
not been able, to get definite information
about the telegram which Mr. Chirnside is
alleged to have sent, asto-whetherMr. Chirnside W/itS really at the place the telegram is
alleged to have come from. I have reaSl)ll to
believe he was not ill that place. ~Ollle little
time ago I met a friend of mine in V\T erribee,
who said to me-" J saw a telegram published
in the press that the Premier had recei ved
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with regard to the purchase of .the Chil'llside importer's ticket being on means that, instead
estate. It was said tha.t Mr. Chirnside WIlS of calling for tenders and giving local mantl.was some'\\'here out of the State, but are yon facturers an opportunity, the Government
a.ware of the fact that he was attending a field went to the importer ill order that he
trial ill Werribee on that particular day?" I might derive a profit out of the local manutried to arrive at the facts, bnt found it facturet'o I have no desire to go through all
most difficult in the time at my dispof:al. the administrative acts of the Government,
It would be very interesting to find ont but we hau a beautiful picture presented by
the facts in connexioll with t.his purchase the Premiet ill regaru to the establishment
which has involved the State in the ex Dendi- of the commercial agency. The .Age called it
ture of something like £312,000 .• '1'he "the commercial agency job." The Premier
Premier certaiuly ought to accept the chal- was found turning all kinds of somersaults.
lenge of the leader of the Opposition and The Age article bhows that the matter was a
grant an inquiry into this watter. If that is job from beginning to end, and that the
done; it will be proved that he did absolutely appointment of Mr. Levien to go to the East,
have much to do with the purchase of the al:) it was said, was nothing but an act of
estate. I wish to deal with another act of administration ill conllexion with the Geelong
administration 011 the part of the Govern- Harbor Truot, and certainly the expense of
ment. Last session the House passed lomani- that appointmeut ought to. be debited to the
mously a protectionist resolution declaring Trust. I am satisfied that it was an essenthat we would give preference to colonial tial part of the arrangements in ('onnexion
manufactures as against the outside world. with the Geelong Harbor Trust that this son
S()me little time ago, when I was of the late Mr. Levien was to get something in
walking round the dock at Williamstown, order to satisfy his father's claims ill regard
juet aiter the Glenelg election, I found to the position which the honorable member
that the sa.nd-pump dredge was in dock. for 'Varrenheip holds at the present time.
At the time it was promised that this
Mr. SWINBURNE.-YOll can lay the blame
dredge would be 011 the road to Portland for for that appointmcnt on me.
the benefit of the poor fishermen it was
Mr. LE.M l\10N.- We can lay more than
being repaired in that dock. Ou board there the blame for that on the honorable gentle.
were two· new steam-winches, and I noticed man. vVhen the Government arranged this
that on those winchcs there was th~ braud of matter, the Minister of Agriculture was
the importers, Bevan and Edwards. I away, and, on his return from New Zealand,
would like to know if the Ministrv the Premier took fine care to meet him a.t
hold that that firm is a local maUl;- Spencer-street, and no doubt, got him into
factureI'.
I do not say that the name- the bag. He then came out ill the open as
. plu.te necessarily indicates that those winches being willing to subscribe to and support
were made outside the State, but it does. the policy of the Government in appointillg
indicate that the Ministry are still playing these two gentlemen-Messrs. Levien and
into the ha.nds of the importer, and prefer Sinclair. The Age of 21st February, 1906,
to get the requirements of the State from the saidimporter instead of direct from the manuMr. Swinburne returned by train from Sydney
facturer. The unanimous protectionist reso- yesterday, having been absent since 27th December.
lution that the House passed last session has . . . Mr. Bent met his colleague a.t the railwa.y
been flouted by the Government.
sta.tion inllnediately on his arrival, and evidently
came to a satisfa.ctory understanding with his colMr. COLKCHIN.-They ought to be cen- league. . . . Mr. Swinburne's acceptance of the
sured.
inconsistent actions committed in his absence will
Mr. LEMMON.-On turning up the be as great & surprise to many of his friends as iii
Order in Council in connexion with the order must have been a relief to the Premier. It will
be interesting to lea.rn what are the actual duties
for these winches, I find, under "Bevan of these officers, and no less interesting to wa.teh
and
Edwards," a foot-note-" fulfilled what they accomplish in return for the £4,500
previous work satisfactorily."
In my which will be spent upon them in salaries during
opinion the express will of the House has the next three years."
been flouted by the Government patronizing rl'he Age apparently cOllsidered thatthe foreign trader. They caused the im1'here is a tide in the affairs of men,
porter to come in between the manufacturer
Which, ta.ken at the flood, leads on to fortune.
and the Government, so that the importer That, no doubt, was the opportunity of the
might make a profit out of the local Minister of Agriculture, aud the Age appilrmanufacturer, even if the goods were ently rdgarded him as the man who would
manufa.ctured in this State. The fact of the bring about the Uov.ernment'B uestrllction;
Ses&ion 1906.-[6J
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but the Premier, who had been longer at the
game than that honorable gentleman, took
fine care that before he was back many hours
from his trip he would agree to the appointment. One of the great and glorious resnIts of the appointments-for which the
Minister of Agriculture has so generously
undertaken to shoulder the res1?onsibilityis found in a report of Mr. Levien's. 'rhe
appointment of that gentleman was strongly
condemned by men who were capable of
speaking with knowledge on the subjectthe members of the Commercial Travellers'
Association amongst others. '£he opinion of
all the commercial travellers was that the
appointmellt of Mr. Levien was a very
smelly action on the part of the Government.
One of them told me that there were many
men far more capable of representing the
State in Japan, if a representative was wanted
there.
Mr. PRENDEIWAST.-TJleMinistry's friend,
McEacharn, said it was useless appointing
anyone.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-The big merchants did
not wallt any appointment made. They
wanted to keep the monopoly to themselves.
You are sticking up for the monop·oUsts.
Mr. LEMMON·.-An article in the Age on
Mr. Levien's ceport, contains the following
extract : There is a. good market for manures in Japan.

Mr. Levien proceeds to saySupt'rphosphates and bonedust are most in de·
mand.

On seeing this I thought that some of the
firms in my district might be aule to pick up
a few crumbs, and I went to the Customs
Dep>artment to obtain the stat.istics on the
subject, and to flee if there was any probability of trade being done with Japan in
manures and ::'l.1perphosphat~s. The rettU'll
I received from the Customs Department
showsthatwe imported from Japansuperphosphates and manures amouuting to 41,087
cwt. in 1903, 162,252 cwt. in 1904, and
99,473 cwt. in 1905, the total value being
£47.563. These retnrns show that the snbst:m~es mentioned by Mr. Levien are being
poured into the Commonwealth. One of
the greatest competitors the firms here have
in superphosphatcs is Japan. There, men
work 60 hours a week for a payment of 5s. or
6s., and here there is a minimum wage of £2
for a week of 48 hours.
Yet we have
this agent that the Government appointed
recommending our manufacturers to send
this stuff to Japan. If that is not sending
coals to ".Jllmbunna Jim," I don't know what
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is.
Tons of superphosphates come from
Japan into the Commonwealth, and yet Mr.
Levien recommends the firms of Australia to
send their superphosphates to Japan for the
purpose of securing a good l'J..Hl.rket. In
dealing with the Geelong Harbor 'l'rust, I
hold tha.t the essential step that the Government must take in the near future is to
establish OIle port authority for all onr
ports.
The question has recently beon
grappled with ill London. Previously the
Admiralty, the Board of Trade, Trinity
House, Waterman's Company, the LOlldon County Council, and many other
bodies,
had certain jurisdiction and
powers over the Thames, and these bodies
There
verv often came into conflict.
wa; a Royal Commission appointed to inquire
into the matter, and they came to the conclusion that the ono thing essential was that
there should be [I, port authority having
jurisdiction over the whole of the port.
Similar circumstances exist here at the present
time. We have the Harbor1'rustwith certain
powers oyer part of the Bay and the River
Yarra, we have the Railways Commissioners
with powers over the piers, and we have the
Marine Board in control of those who navigate our ports and rivers. The Public
Works Department has jprisdiction in regard
to the Heads and over the buoys. Other
powers are also vested in tbat Department.
Before we can have our port regarded as a
first-class port we will have to wipe out all
these powers and establish one authority.
Of course, I know that the Premier ad vocated this policy, and he has shown his con-'
. sistency by establishing the Geelong Harbor
Trust.
Mr. SWINDURNE.-\Ve have llOt been able
to reconcile the interests of Williamstown
ano. Geelong.
Mr. LEMMON.-I do not think the Government have seriously considered them.
r:rhe unholy haste which characterized the
action of the Premier in rushing the Geelong Harbor Trust Bill through the House,
also characterized the honorable gentleman's
action in appointing the GeelongHarborTrust
Commissioners.
Before the House was a
fortnight in recess the Premier was at his
old game of making appointments, and he
saw fit to appoint Messrs. McMillan, Lascelles, and Holden as Commissioners. I do
not know much about Mr. Lascelles, but I
believe he contemplates retiring.
I cannot
see where the justification came in for appointing Mr. McMillan.
That gentlemRn's
reputation in the past as a business mtm certainly did not justify that action.
He was
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a director of the brunch of the Standard Bank
a~ Geelong-the bank that became notorious
owing to the fact of its having kept its
doors open right up to night. time ou Saturday in order to take in poor people's
money, and then the doors were closed and
Hot re·opened for a considerable time.
Monday morning did not see the doors open.
Yet I suppose the Government inquired into
that gentleman's past career.
Mr. SOLLY.-'rhat was his qualification for
being appointed.
Mr. LE:\IMON.-That might be so. He was
one of the "bung bankers" of the days gone
by, and therefore I suppose the Goverument
thought fit to resuscitate him and give him
the appointment.
How was it that poor
old Bostock, wbom everyone t.hought
would get something, was ]lot appointed ?
He was up here night after lligbt watching
t he passage of that Bill. It \ras understood
that he had considerable political influence
behind him, but at the last minute he was
not appointed. Becanse, it was said, he had
too much to say, he was thl:OWll overboard,
and I believe the honor,l.ble member for
\Varrenheip had a good deal to say as to who
shonld be the third man.
Mr. SWJNBURNI<:.-I thonght JOu were
going to ask llS why we did lIOt appoint
Colechin.
MI'. COJ~ECHlN.-YO\lr Goycrllluent promised to put it to the ratepayers or the
people to elect them, und thell struck that
out of the drnft Bill.
Mr. LEMMON.-I say that the honorable
member for Geelollg was more worthy of the
appointment tIHln one of the genth:men
whom the Ministry appointed. J rshould like
to k.now why the honorable member for
'Varrenheip was appointed. 1 understand
that almost I he sole consideration was that
he was n Member of Parliament.
Mr. HOBEHTsoN.-He knew most abont
the scheme.
Mr. LEMMON.-~e\'er mind about the
scheme. 1£ one thing more than another
makes this institution of Parliament stillk in
the nostrils of the people, it is politicians
appointing politicians.
Mr. LIVINGSTON.-I rjse to) Il. point of
order. I w~nt to know whether the honorable member 'who is speaking is in order in
stating that the on Iy q ualificatioll I he honorable member for Warrenheip had for being
appointed to the Geelollg Harbor Trust '"las
that he was a Member of Parliament.
'rho SPEAKER.-I think it iR more a
matter of taste than anything else. I do not
know what the necessal"y qualifications are.
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Nor do I consider that the honorable
mem"ber is out of order, because he may be
a bad judge of the qualifications of honorable
mem bers. I do not see that 11e should be
~ompelled to penetrate the capacity of honorable members before stating his opinion as to
their qualifications.
Mr. LEMMON.-,Vhile I may be a bu.d
judge, I may also be a good judge. Bnt that
is what my opinion ia, and I expressed it when
I noticed the honorable member for Warrenheip crossing the floor in connexion with the
motion of the honorable member for Hichmond, who desired to improve the position
of the drivers and carters-men who, to
my own certain knowledge, have dJ'iven
their vehicles for from 100 up to 110
hours per week. The honorable member
for Hichmond wanted to pass legislation
to prevent the drivers and carters from
working after 12 o'clock at night, and
we almost hnd the nnmbers.
The honorable melllber for \V nrrenheip remained on
this (the Opposition) side of the House for
a considerablo time; but when it looked as if
the Government were going to be defeated,
he walked across the Chamber and supported
th~ Governmeut.
I do not know whether it
was a tacit understalldillg with the member
for "'-arrenheip, and the Jate member for Bar·
won, that the man who stuck most consistently
to the Government, as shown by the number
of votes given, was to be regarded as the best
qU:l.lified, and that tha.t "'HH to be the main
consideration ill causing the Government to
decide who should obtain this post of £400 a
year. I do not know, but this I know-tha.t
he sl1pporteo the Goyernment again and
again, and in the instance I mention his vote
went against his own party. Whether that
wa!:> the sole consideration I do not
know, but I do know that he secured the
post at £400 a year. Apart from the wayin
, which that affects the dignity of this I-Jouse, I
say that' this appointment has a serious const.itutional aspect ill connexion with the
position occupied by a Member of Parliament.
vVe find that constitutional authorities state,
in connexion with positions similar to that
which the honorable memLer occupies, that
no Member of Parliament can sit and vote as
a rnember of the House. and at the same time
occupy an office of profit under the Crowll.
After looldng lip these authorities, it does
appear to me that the honorable member for
Warrenheip cornes nnder that disqualification,
which has attached to it a penalty of £50 per
week. I also know this: In my judgment., if
the honorable member does not Come uuder
that particular provision of our Constitution,
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he certainly o;:cnpies a position which caused
that principle to be plnced upon the statutebook, and which that principle was intended
to meet-that of practically supporting the
Government when returned as a member of
the Opposition.
J n the A,r/e newspaper of
26th February, 1906, I notice the following
commnnication dealing with this matter:'1'0 the Editor (If the ,: AUe. "
Sir,-I be~ permission to usc your columns as a
means of dlrecting publi0 attention to what I
regard as a very important constitutional question.
It was publicly, and without contradiction, lately
sta.ted that all the loaves and fishes in the way of
good "billets" available for distribution should
go in directions whence political servicls had been
reudered. Mr. Bent, indep.d, Ims disclaimed the
idea of a desire on his part to lieF-tow plotronage,
and declared that he "hatlno fl'ielHt~ or relati,'es
to look after."

rrhn.t may be so, hut. olle fact stares IlS ill the
face, and thn.t is that a. barrister who wm!
appointed al::! a.ssistant draftsman to Mr.
Carlile-it may have Leen quite a coincidence-resides ill the Prern ier'~ cgnstitueney. I have another case in connexioll
wit.h the a.ppointment of the overseer of the
printing establishmellt at Pent ridge. I helieve that all the applicants for that position
were reduced to five, aud that a certain
individual who was not amongst the five,
according to the testimony of Olle of the five,
bllt who wa.s occupying a position Ilpon the
Brighton l'imes, was appointed to the position of overseer of the printing establishment in the Pelltridge Stockade. That may
be merely a coincidence, and have nothing
to do with the fact that Mr. Bent represents
the district of Brighton in this Honse. The
letter contilluesThere is, however, the equally objectionahle
placation of political supporters to be reckoned
with, and in this direction actions speak plainer
than words.
The Geelcmg Harbor Trust Act
1905 was pal'3sed and came into operation upon
the 12th December la .. t.
The Act brings into
existeuC'e and delegates certain functions of the
State Government to three Commissioners, to be
styled" The Geelong Harbor Trllst Commissioners," a.nd proddes that such Commissioners
"shall be Ilppointed and may, at any time, he
removed by the GO\'crnor in Council." The
office of Commissioncr is 1hereforc clmtrly an
"office under the Crown." Scction 4 provides
that the Chairman of Commissioners shall be paid
a salarl of £400, and his two collellgues a salary
each 0 £200 per annum. The office is therefore
equally as clei1rly an "office of profit." Other
prov!sions, provilling for certaill control by the
Minister, t111llual returns, and the paymput of a
proportion of the income of the 'Trust into the
Consolidated Revenue, ear-mark the operations
of the Trust Il.S part of the public sel·vice.
Notwithst.anding all this, we find that by Order
of the Govel'llor in Council (acting for and exer·
cising the rights of the Crowu) made on the 19th
~h'. Lemmon.
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December last (just a week after the pa.ssing of
the Act), and published in the Government Gazette
of the 29th December, George Frederick Holden,
the sitting member for Warrenheip, was a.ppointed
as one, and to be the Chairman of, such Commissioners. Jf this is legal there would seem to
he nothing to prevent Mr. Bent, or any other
Premier, if that \'lay inclined, from providing fOl'
the rest of Ids party in a similar ''lay--

I suppose that one of the similar ways would
be by removing a dangerous man from a constituency of one of the Government supporters, and I suppose that if a fellow got a
dangerous man removed from his constitnency, that man could not be expec~ed
to be appointed on a. \Vater Commission.
And we might ha,·e the prospect of the whole of
the business of the State, railways, public works,
water, mines, &c., handed over to YariOllS sets of
paid commissionerR holding office at the will of the
Oove1'1lOr in Council, tlmt is to say of the Premier
for the time being, and at the SMne time sitting
and voting ill Parliamcnt.-Yours, &c.,

No

JOBBERY.

Melbournc, 17th February.

No jobbery! That seems very significant.
I notice that that contention is quite right
according to the Constitution. 'tVe find that
Rcction 19 of rl'he Constitution Act Amendment Act lS90 providesIf any member of the Legislative Councilor
Legislative Assembly shall, either directly or in<lirectly, . .. accept any office or place of profit
under the Crown, or shall in any character or
capacity for or in expectation of any fee, gain,' 01'
reward, perform any duty, or transact any business whatsoeyer for or on behalf of the Crown, his
seat shall thereupon become vacant.

Then section 25 provides the penalty.
statesHe shall forfeit the sum of £50 for ~ every
that he shall hold such office or place.

It

we~k

1 certainly think that applies to' the
position occupied by the honorable member.
Has he been appointed to an office of prolit 1
SlHely an appointnlent at £400 a year is an
office of profit, and it is an office which he
holds practically at the will of the Governor
in Council-ill other words, the Government.
"Ve know that in years gone by in the old
cOlmtry it was snch appointments as these
that caused Parliament to place that prin~
ciple on the statute-book. They knew that
the Ministr'y of the day had the power of
taking these commissionerships from Member~
of Parliament unless they obeyed the whip
of the Government, and supported the Government when the Government were in difficulties. No dOll bt the educated member of
the Ministry will consider t.hat I am rather a
raw constitutional authority. Doubtless that
honorable gentleman has given advice to the
Ministry on the matt~r, and his advice has

Th~
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Mr. LEMMON .-After dinner he toned
apparently been sufficiently po,verful to lead
them to believe that it was not necessary to down considerably in his views, and next
put in the Geelong Harbor Works Act a day he led a deputation to one of the
ijimililr provision to what we have in the Act Ministers, and was exceedingly successful in
constitntillg the Parliamentary Standing persuading the Minister wit.h regard to
Committee on Railways, which stntes that., the reftuirements of his constituency. That
notwithstanding anything in the Constitution, day the vote was tal~ell ana the honorable
the members of the committee shull be paid. member was found to be a loyal supporter of
Mr. ~W1NBURNE.- \Vh~.tt about the ap- the Government.
Mr 110BSP.'l'SON.-Do yon mean to say that
pointment of Mr. Tucker I)n the Melbourne
Harbor Trust ~ He was n, member whell ap- I voted against tho compulsory resumption
of land ~
pointed.
Mr. LEMMON.-I said I thought tlJat
Mr. LEMMON -It does not lIecessarilv
follow that that was H. right appointment, 0"1' was the q nestiOl).
Mr. ROBEltTSON.-I cannot gath~r what
a legal appointment.
Mr. SWINBUlt~E. -None of your party you are aiming at.
raised a voice against it.
Mr. LEMMON.-I am not responsible for
Mr. LEMMO~.-Even if he was a mem- that.
:Mr. SWINBUHNII:.-'l'he honorable member
ber of this side of the House, it is lime that,
the constitutional aspect was raised, so tha.t for 'Villiamstown IHl.s 11e\'e1' snid he was
we may determine what the proper principle i ndependen t.
is.
Mr. LEMMON.-I was referring to the fact
Mr.•r. 'V. BrLL'50N (Pitzroy).-The Go- that Walpole seeme(l to be able to drive tho
vernment comp.elled me to retire from a proverbial ctLrriago aud four through a parWages Board because I was paid 7s per day ticular section of the English Constitution.
for three weeks in the year.
We have a greater \Valpole here in the perMr. !.lEMMON.-The Minister of Labour son of the Premier. When the' Labour Gosmiles as if that was not a parallel case vernment comes into power, one of the first
cited by tho honorable member fur measures it will have to place on the statuteFitzroy.
book will he a Place Bill to displace the perMr. SWINBU}{[I\E.-I gave a parallel ca.se, Hons put in power by this Govf1rnment. An
but you won't disclls!:) it .
interesting historic fact in connexion with this
Mr. LEMMON.--As far tt::; Mr. Tucker's matter is that Burke, who led the Economic
appointment i~ concerned. my opinion is Reform P/;1.rty, which defeated the Wu.lpole
exactly the some as iu connexion with thi::; Goverument, had to bring forward a Place Hill
other case, and if he occupied tha.t position to displace those gentlemen occupying seats
while he was a. Member of Parliament, he in Parliament, and at the same time occupyshould have been deprived of it. We {hid ing very lucrative positions. Burke said on
that this principle with regard to appoint- that. occasion that ill the days of 'Valpolements to offices of profi~ goes back as far ac;;
. . . the Bo'\nl of Tratle could be described as
the year 1i02. Wo linel that ·Walpole, when a sort of temperate bert of influence, a sort of
he came into power, seemed to drive the gentJy ripening hot-house, where eight memb~rs of
proverbial coach-and-fonl' through that , .Parliament received salaries of £1,\.100 a year for a.
cert3in given time, in order to mature at a. proper
provision, and was able t() appoint ma,ny seaSOll,
a claim for ,£2,000 grnnted for doing Jess,
supporters to places of profit in counexion Il.ud 011 the credit of having toiled so long in that
inferior laborious department.
with Parliament.
~f r. HOBERTSOII....- What is yonr price?
That somewhat applies to the honorable
Mr. LEMMON.-No doubt tho Ministrv member for vVarrenheip, who is now
have the honorablemember'sprice. I rememb~r receiving £700 a year, and wi1l perhaps
on ono occasion when the Ministry were in become a representative in the Bent
a diflicnlty, and the honorab!e member said Administration as the Minister for Osborno
that he was returned as an independent un- Honse. It is interesting to learn the views
opposed. I think t be question wa& compnl- held ill Geelong and the vicinity al; to
80ry plU·chase. An adjoufllment was then what they propose to do with Osborne
mado for dinner, bnt there was no indepell- House.
dence demonstrated by t he h~norable memMr. SWINBURNE.-To use it for ex-members
ber after dinner.
of Geelong.
M r. :EL~IST.IE.-Do you menn to say the
Mr. LEMMON,-I have heard that various
dinner ~·as. his price ~
views are lleld as to what should be done
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Lady 'ralbot was there, but the
from the \VerriLee Plains
was ~o sweet that hel' ladyship had to retire
vcry qnicldy.
1 think all the powers of the
UO\'ernmellt will not persnade the t;tate
Uovernor to )'e~ide in Osborne House again.
1 have nlso heard it said that the Government int.end to make a lecture room in
Oslwrl)e Honse, where the Premier and the
" honorable" Charles Forrest arc to go and
deli vcr to the womell of G eelong week-end
lectures on the subject of the sacredness of
the marriage tic and the pnrity of home
life.
~h. H013Elnsut'.-Are you goillg to tell llS
about the Pomeranian poodle barking- in
another pa.rt of the building 7
M,·. LEMMON.-One of the first acts of
the Ueelong Harbor Trust was to purchase
a dredge for £500, and to spend £5,000 in repn,iriug it. They sellt it t.o Coode Island to
have it repaired. \Vhat were the expem!es
incurred in allowing puillic workshops to be
wled, and ~honld llot the expenditure
be charged to the Trust? 'Ve should have
independent accounts in the matter.
Mr. VVA.rT.-They paid £;),000, not
£fJOO, for the dredge.
Mr. LEMMO~.-l meant to say £5,OOl>.
It. was essential to ca.rry on the work that
they should obtain a superintendent, who has
to do what is practically marine engineering'
work, and they obtained olle in the person of
G. S. Hiclmrdsoll, and he was appointed at
£4 15s. It week. It is a peculiar thing tbat
when, 1 was speal\ing to some of the
mechanics they told me that this man
was the laughillg-stock of the job, and
knew very little about marine engineering.
One of the mechallic~ tolcl me that he wanted
one of the men to make half· a-dozen Fox
wedges, and the s:lJ)crintelldellt said, " \Vhat
nrc thev?"
Mr. \VAT'J'.-Allll wbat nre they?
~Vl r. LEM~10~ .-1 know what they arc,
although I do IlIJt profess to be a marino
engineer. Thi.,; gentleman brought his two
sons to work at the job, and the total wages
of the three amollnt to £10 a week.
According to the G eelollg lIewspapers this
man has heen scut to ,,,. estern Australia to
inspect some hlrge~ or plant that is required
by the Trust. 18 this carrying Ollt the pro·
tectionist resolll tiou passed by this Cham·
bed
MI'. SW[~Bl;I~~E.--\Yestern Australia is
IlOt a foreigu couut!');.
MI'. LEMl\10N.-'1'his man is now in
Natal, and strong opposition ill certain
q narter/:) in Geeloug was offered to sending
,U'onH\,

that'ari~es
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him to South Africa to inspect plaut for Lhc
Trust.
'Vhat goes to further iullicate this
man's incompetence is the fact; t.hat the
Trust obtained Mr. McKenzie, an engineer
of the Public 'Yorks Department, to supervise ~he \vork. He is practically doing work
which Mr. Hichardson was appointed to do.
H he werenot appointEd to do that work it is
difficult to know what was the object of his
appointment. I sought to find out who he
was and where he came from, and I found in
looldng over the \Varrenheip rolls that the
name of George Samuel Richardson appears
on them, and he is down on the roll, not as a
marine engineer, but as a farmer. I do not
know whether the honorable member for
"Varrenheip will contradict that, bLlt if he
does, I will send for the documents to
prove it.
Mr. HOLDEN.-He has shown himself to
be a first-class man, and his work will prove
it. All this pabulum has been supplied by
Mr. Colechin.
Mr. LEMMON.-Tbat is absolutely Ulltrue.
'
~L'he SPEAKER.-It is not in order to say
that the statement of an honorable member
is absolutely untrue. An honorable member
may question or challenge the statement of
another, but to impute absolute untruth is
not in order.
Mr. LEMMON.-I withdraw it.
Mr. COLECHIN.-The honorable member for Warrenheip has stated that an this
evidence is supplied by me. The statement
was made that I .supplied the honorable
member for \Villiamstowll with this evidence
or pabulum. I say that that is positively
untrue; and I ask you, Mr. Speaker, to call
npon the honorable member to withdraw that
statement. All that I gave the honorable
member for \Villiamslowll was some names.
I do not 1\11oW anythillg about any further
evidence. I had a lot of evid8nce given to
me some time ago, but I have not seen it for
the last two months.
Mr. W ATT.-Snrely the honorable member
does not complain that because a certain
st.atement is lIOt correct, it is, therefore, out
of order. Half the statements made by
honorable members on that (the OppositiOl;)
side are incorrect.
Mr. ELMsLlE.-And all on YOllr side.
Mr. \VAT'1'.-lf the Parliamentarv Debates contained nothing but statement; that
were absolutely accurate, they would be very
brief indeed.
Mr. ROLDEN.-1 did state that this
pabulum or information had been supplied by
the honorable member for Geelong, and that
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he hnd got it from me. I objected particu. men would be found in Melbolll'ne willing to
]o;fly to the names and rates of pay being apply for this position. At all events, they
given which I supplied to the honorable should have been given an opportunity of
memb~r for Geelong, and which he admits applying for the position, and I venture to
that he handed to the honorable member for say that far more capable men could be
·Williamstown. Another thing is that I gave found than Mr. G. S. H.ichfirdsoll, who has
the correct figures, wbereas the figures given been appointed to the position of superinby the honorable member for Williamstown tendent.
.
Mr. COLECIIIN.-Did the honorable memare incorrect.
Mr. LEMMON.-'l'he hOllorable member ber for Geelong give you that?
for W"arrellheiv states that I quoted incorrect
Mr. LEMMON.-No, he did not .. I wish
fignres. Well, I quoted the fact that Mr. to say that it is very unsatisfactory.
Mr. BOYD.-1.'o whom?
G. S. Richardson had been appointed at fi
salary of £4 15s. per week.
Mr. LEMMON.-Unsatisiactol'Y to the
citizens of the State of Victoria. Other men
Mr. HOLDEN.-That is untrue.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I would now ask in this li11e should have had an opportunity·
YOll, Mr. Speuker, to apply your ruling to of competing for the position.
Mr. BOYD.-You do not speak for my con·
the honorable member for Warrenheip.
The SPEAKER.-Certainly. The honor- stituency.
able member for 'Williamstown says that he
Mr. LEMMON.-I am not going to
was supplied with certain figures, but he does believe, because we find a farmer in the (\onnot vOllch for them.
stituency of 'W" arrenheip, that he is the best
Mr. PRENDERGAS'l'.-And thehonorable man obtainable to supervise this engineering
member fOl' WalTenheip says that the state- worle.
Mr. ,\VAT1.'.-Have you any better point
ment made by the honorable member for
than that against the Tru~t ? If so, trot it
'Villiamstown is untrue.
The SPEAKER.-1.'he honorable member out..
for ,",Tilliamstown says" I have been supplied
Mr. LEMMO~.-That is sufTIciellt for the
with certain figures, which I quote to the time being. In addition to this we find
House,:' and then the honorfible member for duplications going on. It was announced
\Varrellheip states for the information of the in the columns of the press that the Gee·
honorable member who is addressing the long Harbor Trust was to have one olTicer
House, that those figures are not correct.
performing the duties of both secretary and
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Yon stated a few engineer. That great piece of economy,
moments ago, Mr. Speaker, that it did not however, has not beeu carried out.
follow because a statement was untrue that
Mr. "VATT.-Very wisely, too. One Inan
an honorable member should be allowed to is needed inside and the other outside.
SLlY it was untrue.
Mr. LEMMON.-Pel'haps the honorable
The SPEAKEH..-The honorable member member knows more about Mr. Cattanach1s
misunderstands 111e. "Vhen an honorable appointment than he does about this.
member makes a' statement of his own, and
Mr. VVATT.-That man was appointed on
another honorable member contradicts him, his own merits.
Mr. LEMMON.-The fact still remains
and says it is not true, that is equivalent to
saying that it is a lie. In this case, however, that the outside public do not like these
the honorable member for "Villiamstown things when they ~l'e known. The offices 'Jf the
quotes from figures that have been supplied Trust are rented by it from the father of
to him, he does not say by whom, and the honorable member for 'Varrenheip.
another honorable mernber, who is in a posi. I believe, however, that it is a good business
tion to know, StlJS that those figures are not deal.
Mr. WAT'l'.-Give us the whole of the
true.
Mr. LEMMON.-J may say that these facts while you are about it.
names were obtained by me da.ys before the
Mr. LEMMON.-I say that· I believe it is
time when t.he honorable member for GeelQng a good business deal, but whether it will
approached the honorable member for 'Val::' prove to be so remains to be seell, in view of
renheip. I was pointing out the fact that the amount of monev which t.he Trust
these names appeared on the vVarrel1heip has to spend on buildings of that kind.
roll. Now. I do not know why thesi en· Even if Mr. Holden, S~l1., has given
gineers should be brought from Warrenheip. his son the building at a lo\v rental,
Surely for a position in connexion with a he is only recognising the fundamental
Lody like the Uee10ng Harbor Trust, capa.ble principle of this Government, namely, that
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of t"l. fluid pro yuo. \Ye find that in the
honse of the father of the honorable
member for \Varrenheip there are many
schemes
worked.
We find that, in
connexion with the selection of a candidate
for the Barwon electorate, a little transaction
took place in the 'rrnst ot-iices.
Mr. FAHRER. -That is not true.
Mr. LEMMON.-On that occasion Licllt.
l;arrer was raised to the position of
captain. I believe he has designs already
on the scalp of the Premier, if the reports
of his speech ill seconding this motion are
any guide. 'rhe Premier went down there
and tried the caucuS principle of reducing
the number of candidates, thus taking a leaf
out of the Labour J1al'ty's boole Vole find
that three candidates came bofore the
Premier, and he said to them-" "Yell,
gentlemen, what can I do for you?" Mr.
Levien was prepared to give a general support to the principles-if there were anyunderlying the Government programme.
Mr. Gurr intimatec1 that he was well (lUalified
to represent the cOllstituency, becanse he
knew every handle and every door in the
Treasury buildings an'd the other public
offices. \Ve also find that the honorable
n1ember who now represents Barwon was
prepared to leave everything to Mr. Bent.
One would luwe thought that he was au old
soldier at the game. He knew how to bnttel'
the Premier-butter him up and slither him
down. The course pU!'iHled was qnite inconsistent with the idea of the Labolll' Party in
deciding who should be the candidate. ;1'he
Labour Party allow the members of the league
to choose the candidates, when many are
called and few are chosen; but we find that
the members of the Government who were
present on that particular occasion at
Geelong retired to the offices of the Harbor
Trust. The bell.::; were rnng when they were
ready for a little cup of tea. The honorable
member for "Varrenheip ,,'as called in, and
his views were consulted.
Mr. HOLDEN.-Nothing uf the kind.
Ml'. LEMMON.-If the honorable member's views were not consulted, we know he
wns sent for. It would have been hardly a
wise thing for the Premier to send for that
honorable member and not consult him. I
venture to say that the honorable member
for \Varrenheip had more to do with the
e1ecti(:Hl of Mr. Farrer than any other indio
vidual.
Mr. HOLDEN.r-I never met Mr. Farrer
before that occasion.
Mr. LEMMON.-'rhat is no reason why
the· honorable member should not use his
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influence to secure Mr. Fal'rer'8 retul'll. I
vellture to say he did llOt want Mr. Levien
here, becam:e the son might well wear the
mantle of his father, and might feel that an
injustice was done to his family when the
late Mr. Levien was not appointed to the
chairmanship of tbe Geelong Ha.rbor 1'rust.
Mr. 'V ATT. - YOll are slandering a. dead
man. You do not know it. but VOll arc.
Mr. LEMMO~.---~'hat jl1st sl~o\\'s the lowncss to which the honorable mcmber is prepared to descend. However, that is the position. I venture to say that the return of
the honorable member for 13111'\\'011 was
satisfactory to the honorable member for
'Varrenheip, who was found on the platform
with Ministers giving his countenance, and
apparently his political support, to the return of the Government llominee. I suppose
the leader of the" Victorian Ele\'en" ought
to be proud of the attitude taken up by the
honorable member for 'Varrenheip. If there
ever was a case of political apostasy, I think
it was demonstrated by the attitude of the
honorable member for W<l.lTcllheip. who was
returned to tbis HOllse as an out·and·out opponent of the Government, and now, during
the currency of the same Parliament, is found
doing his IJest to secure the return of a Government supporter. An honorable member
may sit on this (the Opposition) side for ~he
time being, with the understanding that at
the next election he will be the Goyernment
nominee against the Labour Party.
Mr. BOYD.-You sit in opposition and yet
yon vote very often with the Government.
Mr. LEMMON.-I vote for the Government if their proposals are in accordance
with my view:;;. I vote for measurel3, not
men. Turning no\\' to another subject, I
desire to say that I regret very much the
position taken up by the Government a short
time AgO in connexion with the proposed appointment of Mr. J. M. Davies to a judgeship. I think it was rightly described as
"the judgeship scandal." If there is any
office that should be above political intrigue
it is the sacred position occupied by a Supreme
Court Judge. In my opinion it was part
and parcel of the political game on the part
of the Ministry to get rid-out of the
Cabinet and out of another place-of a very
strong opponent to the progressive ideas
that arC' possessed by one or two members
of the Government at the present time.
They wanted to put on the Supreme.
Court Bench a man far past the average span
of life: That did not matter very much. It
suited the purposes of the Government, and
they were prepared to do it if it suited the
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politioal game. If the press of the State did
its duty towards the Government they would
no& last six months. I suppose the press
considers the alternative. One thing that has
characterized this (the Labour) Party in this
House and in this Parliament is that there has
been no political intrigue on their part to ejeot
the Government from office. We are clean
of any political intrigue. My own personal
view is that the party do not look fol' office
by intrigue with other members, ill order to
seoure the loaves and fishes, but what the
party do desire to do is to appeal to the
people, and we are satisfjed to wait until the
people return the Labour Part.y to
be the Government of the State of
Victoria.
Mr. Boy D.-They have got more sense.
Mr. LEMMON.-That may be, bUll
the honorable member will find a different tale will be told after the next
eleotion.
Mr. WAT'l'.-YOU will have no tail.
Mr. LEMMON. - I will welcome the
honorable member in my constituency
as the representative of the Government. I
venture to think he will have quite a hard
enough row to hoe in Essendon at the next
election. The position of the Labour Party
is that we ar9 free from any dictation by
the press. We refuse to be diotated to. We
have our principles, and we are characterized
by loyalty to those principles. y.,r e vote for
them, irrespective of the men who may introduce tbem, and we are satisfied that the
people will recognise it. I know we are not
welcome here. As honorable members we are
spoken to and of in just as friendly a manner
by members on the other (the Ministerial)
side as any other members of the House, but
as politicians we are not liked, simply because
we want to take the power out of the hands
of the politician and put it in the bands of
the people. That is the principle tbat characterizes our party. We endow the citizen
with power that no .other party ill Victoria
has ever done.
We give him the
power to form (Hlr programme and select our
candidates, and when the people, organized in
their varil)l1s leagues, learn the principles that
underlie the party, they will not be long in
returning us to power; and when we are
returned I am satisfied there will be enthroned an endless Ministry for the State of
Victoria.
Mr. BEA RD.-I remember reading somewhere of a famous painter who was asked to
give an opinion on a picture painted by one
of his pupils. He stood before the drawing
a.nd said it W~tS a most beautiful work, the
Session 1906.-[7 J.
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perspective was most correct, the shading
was good, and the picture was indeed beautiful ; but, he said, in spite of all these things, it
lacked \hat something without which it was
no good. I take it that the present occupantlil of the rrrea.sury bench are looked
upon by many people in this State as thereal genuine article, but the progressive
measures that tht!y bring forward are only so
in name. The very vital principles that
ought to be embodied in th@se measures are
"ranting, and consequently they have not the
vitality which would stamp them as true
measures 9f progressive legislation. With
regard to an amendment that has, already
been di::lposed of, practically cellsuriug the
Governmellt for the lack of genuine landreform proposals
in the
Governor's
speech, although we have had in this
Chamber imitations of the progressive
measnres operating in t.hat direction in
New Zealand, no Government to-day can
claim to be a progressivQ Liberal Government
that does not place on the statute-uook a progressive land tax for this State. We are
faced with the fact that about 29 years ago
all Act was passed which we can now term a
statutory anachronism. Twenty-nine years
ago it may have been a suitable measure, but
now the conditions are so changed that any
GQvernment claiming to be progressive with
that Act staring them in the face are 29
years behind the times. When we are asked
what we desire as a progressive measure,
we have only t.o look to the Act in operation
in New Zealand. ~o statute passed during
the time of the Seddon Goyernment has done
so much for that colony as the ProgressiYe
Land Tax Act which that Govell1ment cal"ried and put into force. J t has been and is
repeatedly said that all Act of that character
if passed here will press heavily upon the
primary prodncers of this country. We may
argue as much as we like about that theoretically, and never come to a definite or satisfacto:y conclusion, but if we want to apply a
practical test we ought to go to the country where it is in operation, and ask
ourselves what is the incidence of the
tax in that country upon the occupier::;
of the soil.
New Zealand has about
115,000 land-holders, of whom only 15,000
pay the tax. Of those 15,000, no fewer
than 7,400 pay less than £3 per year. With
a £500 exemption, and also the exeml'tioll
of improvements, the New Zealand Act
clearly does not affect any lUan who owns It
farm of something 1il,e a capital value of
£850, and even above that amount the taxation falls very lightly upon men of that class.

15+
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Thenagain iti~ distinctly lclid down aR n principle rlllllJillg Hide by Hide with the land tax,
that any producer from land is elltil'ely exempted from the illcoIlle tax, because it is llot
eOllHidered fair when yon tax the land, which is
the capital of the farmer, to tax also the produets derived from a capital that you have
tlready taxed. How would that affect ns in
Victoria? 'Ve have approximately 185,000
land-hohlers, of whom, if a similar measure
was carried here, abont l;50,OOO would be
dxempt from taxation. leaving rOllghly 30,000
land-holders who would be subject to the tax.
The statistics t'ul'IIished to the Honse by Sir
George 'fumer UpOll the last occasion that
this suhject was discussed here Hhow that
thOSl~ ;W.OiH) !amI-holders, represellting only
2 per cent. of 0111' populatioll,oWll one-half the
lawl values of thiH State.
1\11'. BOYD.-Does that include city values?
1\11'. BEAIU>.-YeH. Any man who can
sa.y that a tax of that character is going to
press heavily UpOll the farming community
of this cOlllltry has evidently fCl.iled to stndy
the figures. Aga.in. this Government appear
on the surface to be a ~'ood Government
fOl' bringing ill ,l Closer Settlement Act; but
the principle that aloue will make an Act of
~hat character effective is compulsory purchase. The (~()vornment are tolling the
people tha.t they have compulsory purchase
in the presl'nt Act. That is ,,,hat I call the
shalll liberalism of the pre8eut occupants of
the Treasury heneh. They know very "ell
tha.t thnt COllll)ll bory pnrchase section will
never he put into operation, or if it is, will
not ha vo the th~sircd effect of plcwing land at
the' disposal of the Crown at a reasonable
value, in the way that the compulsory purchase provi8ions ill ~ ew Zealand have done.
r trnst that ill the uear future, at any rate
!i.fter the next l'le(,tiuII, no matter who lIla.y
be returned, we shall have a Govermnent
willi snlticiellt stamina in thelH to bring forward a cOlllplrte measure of progressive' land
taxa.tion, because it is essential that this
should be dOlle. I t is one of the first mea8Ul'OS that any Uovernment calling themselves a. progressive Liberal Govemment
should deal with. I t has been said, during thit') debate and el~ewhore, that a
measure of tlmt character would lower
the bud valnes of the farmer, and
that it would
rob that class of prodncel'. As a matter of fact, in New Zeahnd, dlll'ing the operation of this tax, there
tw.s beell abont £;~,00D,0()0 paid into
the Treasury in taxation, and the land
val ues of X pw ZoalalJd, o\ving to the influx of
capital and the incoming of new residents

from

abl'oad,

have

increased

by

about

£ao;ooo,oOO, so that the tax, at any rate,

has not had the effect of reducing the value of
'land. It has been asked during the debate
how it could be proposed to t.ax the landholder who is not able to get any income
from his land, or very little in some particular
year, although his land might be taxable. In
Victoria there are times when land-holders
would not be able to meet a tax of this
character; but the liberalism of New Zealand
has provided for that contingency ill that
country by providing that where the tax
would be unduly felt in the case of allY
person who had had a ba.d season, ou application being made, and the case proved \"0 be
one of hard~hip, the tax would be remitted.
That could be provided for here. A measure
of this description would, of course, cause a.
great deal of deb!lte. I do not suppose
any Bill could be satisfactory from the
points of view of a.ll the parties in the Honse.
'rhe preseut Government cannot rightly
claim to be a LilJeral Government, as is
claimed, unle8s lIext Parliament they provide
progressive land legislation for this squatterridden country. I was travelllllg the other
night ill the train, and I met a gentleman
who had arrived a couple of days previously
from England. I refer to ,Mr. Arthur
Nicho18, who contested the Flinders seat at
the Federal elections. lIe told me that he
found ont Ju~t before his arri\'al that on
board the yessel there were 500 persons going
from the old country to New Zealand, the
main body to settle on the land. Some of
them had as much as £ 1,000 in cash deposited
with the purser, and I want to know how it
is that land legisiation is bringing people to
New Zealand when we cannot get them to
come here.
Mr. \VATT.- Yon don't want them. Your
party has stopped them.
Mr. ELM8LIE (to Mr. 'Vatt).-Your party
is driving them away.
Mr. \VATT.-I have Hot got a party yet.
:NIl'. BEARD.-rfhe captain of the vessel
said that the same thing occlll'red on every
trip, and that hundreds of agriculturists
with capital went to New Zealand. I say
that we have got as fine a country here as
they ha.ve in New Zealand. \Ve have as
good laud as they have, if not better, and
I am fully convinced that land reform is
urgently needed in Vjctoria, to remove a.
number of the disabilities under which
we suffer. The reason we fail to attract outside agriculturists to Victoria. is owing to
the fact that our land laws are so far behind
those of other countries.
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Mr. COLEcHlN.-rrhey are the rottenest ill
the world.
Mr. BEARD.-The late Mr. Seddon has
been praised throughout onr fair country,
and I think he deserves the praise given him.
He appears to have been a man of many
parts, embodying many personalities., Mr.
Seddon proved that the legislation which he
placed on the statute-book of New Zealand
put New Zealand in the forefront of Englishspeaking countries. I hold that he was a
labour man, for the reason tha.t the platform we are advocating is very much the
same as the legislation which he carried in
New Zealand.
Mr. WATT.-Is that where you got it
from?
Mr. BEARD.-It does not matter where it
comes from. It is wanted here. If it would
suit honorable members on the Ministerial
Bide to have Mr. Seddon called a Liberal, they
are welcome to the term, if they will support
the legislation which he carried.
Mr. WA'l'T.-There is a great fight over
the dead body.
Mr. BEARD.-As the leader of the
Opposition stated last session, in every State
in which the line of progress bas been followed the Labour platform has been infringed upon. I see that there is a proposal in
the Governor's speech to take the Forests
Branch away from the Mines Department,
and to establish a State Forestry Department. That is portion of the Labour platform.
Mr. W AT'l'.-That was advocated thirty
years ago.
Mr. BEARD.-I am not claiming that
the Labour platform has not been in existence
10, 20, or even a 100 years, a& far as
that is concerned. I am pointing out now
tlU:lt there are certain measures that are not
law at present, and which I believe shonld be
law. I am advocating that the Government
should, at as early a stage as possible, bring
in those measnres and place them on the
statute-book fot' the benefit of the people of
this country. I remember reading a statement of the Premier's the other night in
which he complained that the Government
was being robbed by some persons who were
intermediaries between the Government and
the fire insurance companies. He can easily
get over that if he grapples with the situation, and introduces a measure providing for
the establishment of fire insurance as a State
Department. The same could be done as
effectively with regard to life assurance.
Many of our municipalities are paying
annually large sums into private companies
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for fire insurance and are not reaping the
benefit they would reap if the business
was in the hands of the Government.
Mr. rl'ouTCHER.-\Vhat if wo had an earthquake like that of San Francisco '!
Mr. BEARD.-If there was all earthquake
I venture to say that Sta.te imll.rance:
having the whole country behind it, would
be more satisfactory to the man who had his
buildings destroyed, than if he were insUl'ed
in a private company.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-It would cost him
less money, too.
Mr. BEARD.-With regard to fire insur
ance, I admit t.hat they have not made much
out of that in New Zealand, bnt they have
given great benefits to the insnrers, so much
so that tbe Attorney-General for New Zealand
has stated in England that they have been
able, in competition with the outside companies, to reduce the terms fot' premiums hy
about 33 per cent. J am only asking that
these plans should he adopted by the Government in order that. they may be what
they now profess to be-progressive and
liberal. As far as the Labour Party are concerned, Ollr methods differ considerably from
I hold
those of other political parties.
that, so far as the elector is concerned, he
benefits more by the operation of the
Labour Part.y's organizat.ion than he can
from that of any other party at present in existence, for the reason, as has
been pointed out· by the honorable memo bel'
for Williamstown, that, in the first
place, the residents in the electorates
are the persons who frame the platform for
the Labour Party, and, in the secon:! place,
that they have the selection of a candidate
from amongst themselves- After the platform
is drawn up, and they ha\'e obtained a man
who is prepared to advocate it in this House,
they ask him, as a fair business propusal, to
sign his name at the foot of that platform as
a pledge that when he comes into this House,
on every occasion on which a vote is taken
on any plank of that platform, he will vote
in accordance with his promise. That is objected to by many persons, and especially by
politicians. I was talking the other night to
a pl'olllineat politician, and he told me that
the reason that he objected to the pledge was
that he considered that a man's word of honollr
should be sufficient, and that a politician's
word of honour that. be would do certain
things was of more value than having a man
who was willing to sign a platform. I will
just show where that is not consistent. '''('
have in this Chamber 68 honorable memberx
r~presenting various constitnencies, and when
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tbey COlllP tl) the J [uuse for the first time
they urc asked IJY the Clerk to take up the
Bible in order to make an oath of allegiance
to His Majosty the King. A member promises solemnly, with that sacred Book in his
hand, that he will do certain thillgs according
to the COllstitlltion, ullld when he has made
that solelllll prumise, and returned the Book,
one w.)uld natura.lly ::mppose that that was
sufficient. H would be thought that taking
an oath to do certaiu things as far as that
!,ortion of the legislation atiecting the King
was conc('rneo, was as binding as signing a
pledge. Bllt aftor that, from the Premier
,dowlJ wards, hOlloraLle mem Lers have to sign
their llUllll'S to the oath. If it is a good thing
for a Member uf Pal'lialllent to sigu his name
beneath the pledge that he wili do certain
t hiugs ill neeunlallee with the Constitntinll of
our country, 110 Illclllber lleed be ashamcci to
:-illbscribl' his llallie to a platform placed before
the people who sellt hitll iuto Parliament.
Then again as a llIarricd man-and I suppose
we can all speak feelingly npon this question-I can remember that, when I was married, I went hefore the altar and made certain
promises to my wife, alld before the Almight.y.
. Vhen it \\'a~ all over of conrse I thought
hat that wOllhl be the end of it. J am
only 'lsillg this as an illnstrcttion, as many
clergymen object strongly to a politician signillg any pledge. '''hen I was going ont, the
parson touched me Oil the shoulder and said
.. Will you kindly step intJo the vestry." I
:-;aid "Certainly, sir," and when I got in
there I found he ,was not satisfied with my
word-with the marriage vows I had given.
}Ie opened a book alld wanted my name
there, subscribing to what I had done. lie
wanted, and the church wanted, to Le secure
so far as t.hat particular marriage was COI1cl'rned.
~fr. l\lACKI:-;NO~.-To make YOIl secnre.
Mr. BEAHD.-Exactly, to make me
secure ill my relation to the Church; and I
say that if J were a cOIl~titllcnt I would want
the same security in regard to the I1UlU I was
sending into Parliament.
)[r. \VAT'l'.-'I'he functions arc the same,
and the tenure is the same ~
Mr. BEARD.-Xow, with regard to the
l{echahites, \\'0 have heard that thev are
deadly opposed to us as temperance' men,
and yet we fl'e(luently find at election times
that they go over the head of the temperance
Labour man to lind H. conservative boozer or a
supporter of the publican's iuterest. They
are snpposed to be very particular with
regard to this matter of a pledge. I rememI,er hearing a lecturer the other evening say-
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" Our organization is very far-reaching, and
we have a very great number of adherents.
Years ago we were a sort of free-and-easy
Lrotherhood, but it was suggested that when
anybody came into the temperance movement
he or she should subscribe their names to the
pledge as a guarantee of good faith, and since
that time as an organization we have increased our numbers Ol1e thousand fold in
comparison with what they were previous
to the signing of the pledge."
Then,
again, I would
ask
any
honorable
member
here
to-night
whether
be
would take a pound note, which promises
him twenty shillings on presellting it to the
bank-whether he would not recognise it as
worthless and not worth the paper it was
written on unless it had the signature at
its foot of the head of the institution that
promises to pay.
Mr. W AT'l'.-It is the same with a sovereign I suppose.
Mr. BEARD.-So far as the Labour
Party and their pledges are concerned,
it is like any other business transaction. There is the platform placed before
the selected candidate. He advocates it,
and, further, he is willing to subscribe his
llame to it as a business-like proceeding and
as a guarantee of his oonajides as a member.
Mr. J. CAMERON (Gippsland East).-The
Labour Party are the promise to pay, and
wc are the golden sovereigns .
Mr. PUENDERGAH'l'.-That might be called
Caledoniau wit.
_Mr. BEAHD.-I am confident, so far as
the outsidc elector is concerned, that a
method of this sort is conducive to his interest, because I find when I come here that
it is only the pledged men who do vote for
the platform upon which they were returned.
The honorable member who is the leader of
the Liberal Corner, and whom I esteem as
a personal friend, and a most honora.ble man,
was returned at the last electioll pledged to
land taxation. The other lIight he supported
the Government-Mr. M.ACKINNON.-No, he did not.
Mr. BEARD.-He kept them in power,
alld said that the GoverHor's speech was satisfactory, although it omitted the first plank,
aud the main plallk of the platform that he
had professed before the electors of Prahran.
Mr. MAcKINNeN.-'rhe honorable member
refused to be identified with a silly proceeding.
Mr. BE ARD.-1.'he position of some honorable members is this-they trust to the
forgetfulness of their constituents.
1fr. WAT'l'.-You trnst to their st.upidity.
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Mr. BEARD.·- V{hen asked abou~ their
votes they say-" You did not understand me
-clearly, you misunderstood the words I
said." I ask any honorable member in this
House how a man can come here pledged up
to 'the hilt as a land value taxer, and then,
when an amendment is moved to the effect
that the Governor's speech is not satisfactory
in that i' omits that principle, support the
Government which left it out, and still be
consistent. It seems to me that the honorable
member who took up that attitude misreads
the Scripture quotation, alld says, "Let my
Ilay be yea and my yea nay, as whatsoever is
more than this is evil."
Mr. W ATT.-That is entirely according to
Reid.
Mr. BEARD.-I believe, so far as the
members ill the Opposition corner are coneerned, and as regards their attitude on the
vote I have mentioned, they are nothing more
()r less than flotsam and jetsam on the
political sea-some of them floating, others
()f them sinking fast. waiting fot" the first'
salvage corps to come along and rescue them
from. the predicament in which they are. As
an earnest man who tries-and I think I have
al ways succeeded -to vote on the platform
that I announced to the electors, I say that
when I Bee political sycophancy of such a
llature as that it practically and entirely
nauseates me or any politician who has any
self·respect or desire to vote straight on broad
political questions. I did not intend to speak
()Il this Address.in-Reply.
It is because of
the attitude ta.ken up by that corner that I
l'ise to do so. Last session, when an honorable·
member sitting here, the honorable member
for Bendigo West, sh0wed to the House the
disabilities under which the miners were
working in the deep leads at Bendigo, and
pleaded so pathetically for a reduction of the
hours where these men were working at, such
great depths, and in a temperature so high
that the perspiration that was dropping off
their bodies scalded them, what was the resuIt of the division? The men behind the
Government-all credit to them-voted for
their party. 1'ho3 members on this (the
Opposition) side of the House voted as
Liberals for the amendment. We turned to
the Liberal corner to find ont what they
were going to do, and we saw this. ~ome of
them who were interested largely in mining
speculations went over and voted for the
Government; while those Liberals who were
representing large landed interests came here
to the Opposition side, and one of them said
to me, "It is quite right; you ought to have
it," a.nd he voted with the Opposition. A few
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nights later we had a compulsery purchase
clause moved as an amendment in another
Bill, and we found that when the amendment
for compulsory purchase was moved the mining
representatives voted with our section of the
House, but as to tholle representing landed
interests, it wa.s not "all ri~ht, old man," then;
thev went over and voted for the Government
against the Opposition. It puts me in mind
of a story I heard about a darkie and his
hoss.
The darkie and his boss went out
shooting. The darkie was a go"d shot, and
the boss an inferior one. Before they went
out the boss made a contract with Sambo
that all tlley shot should be equally divided
llpon their return. When they came back
from shooting, the boss said to Sambo,
"Now, look here, we have been shooting all
day. You have shot a pheasant, and I have
shot a crow. I am a man of my pr&mise.
We are going to have a fair division.
J will give you your pick. If you like
you may take the crow, and I will take
the pheasant; or if you don't like that, I will
take the pheasant, and you will take the
crow." The darkie scratched his head, and
asked that it might be said again. The boss
said it again. "'VeIl, boss," said Sambo, "I
don't know how' it is, but every time
you ses it it sounds all right, but I gets the
crow every time." As far as I can see,
the Liberal candidate, who will give
the outside elector 11Q written pledge in
guarantee of his bona fides, comes into the
House and votes in such a direction that the
poor elector outside gets the crow every time.
The educated honorable gentleman sitt.ing on
the other side is a man I should just like to
have a word or two of friendly conversation
with. Apparently-and he does not seem
to deny it-he has lost or left behind many
of the democratic principles of his earlier
days. Now I can understand a man coming
in as a Conservative and sticking to that;
but I venture to say that when the historians
of the future judge of the calibre of politicians, in order to find the truly great man
amongst them, they will decide that one who
started as a ConservGl.tive, like ~Sir George
Grey, and who lived on and gradually
broadened his views, adding to the convo·
lutions of his brain through the added
experience of the facts of common life that
he observed, improving and enlarging his
mind as he goes along, and finally blossomiug iuto a democratic :Yiberal, is surely deserving of being placed in the first class. But I
do not know where the honorable gentleman
opposite will be placed, whep we find a man
starting out, with a large brain and large

1;8

ideas, and yet the further he goes, instead
of his brain convoluting, it flattens out;
alld you finally observe on his countenance
a. placid expression, givillg outside evidence
as to the innel' workings of his mind.
He must, as a politiciall, retrace the retrograde steps he has already ta.ken; he must
come out and come amongst his own people.
'Ve on the Opposition side of the House are
not, as he is, educated j we suITer under the
disadvantage of not having had the education
that some members on the Ministerial side
have had; and, if we appeal' at times rugged
in our argument, and ~omewhat brutal in
addreRsillg the House, I would ask the honora.ble gentleman to remember that the environment of the man working under base
conditions, under hard, heavy conditions of
labour, is not likely to produce that refinement which is found in the ed ucated and cultured.
Although we have here some of
nature's gentlemen, we have them on the
Ministerial side of the Honse. rrhey have
had all the benelits of ed llcatioll, but I am
sorry to say that some of them do not
make good Ilse of it. I do not wish
to enter into anything that took place
at the la.st two electi,olls, but I am
pleased, so far as they are COlI cel'1l ed, that
they have brought this fact ollt-that there
are only two parties ill this country. 1'here
are no such parties now a::; Libemls, Conservatives, a.nd Labour men; there are now
two dil';tillct parties, namely, the Labour
Party--or the people's pa.rty-r lld the party
of privilege. All those who are in favour of
monopoly or pri vilege are against the Labour
Party. The capitalistic press are against the
La.bour Party, and they tell us we are
schismatics from liberal ism. I say that the
schism lies in the Libeml Cornel', if there is
any schislll.· 'Vhen practical measures that
those gentlemen are pledged to are brought
into this House they for~ake their liberalism.
The Labour Party's platforlll can be seen by
all, aud it is a platform compiled by the
people of this country, or by the grea.t
majority of them. Any eledor in any electorate may become a member of the labour
organizatioll, awl having become a mem ber,
he enjoys all the privileges of debatillg alld
a.ssistiug to build up the platform from time
to time. It is not made and altered every
time the leader of the party sIJeak::;. We do
Hot wait with our mouths opcn until the Premier enunciates the programme at Brighton;
but our prograllime il'; there in black
and white from one Parlia.ment to another.
We are l'ledge(l when w(! are ill one Parliament to stick to that platform till that
,Mr. Beard.
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Parliament dies. A party that are working OID
these lines, if they stick to their principlesand advocate them fairly and reasm.lably"
will eventually triumph politically. Whether
they do or not, I can only say that, from my
position in the House, I am determined to do
my little in my age and generation to hasten
the time when that platform shall become
active, practical legislation, when by cOllutless
firesides shall sit the happy and the loving
families of Victoria.
On the motion of Mr. SANGSTER, the
debate was adjourned until Tuesday, July

10.
The Honse adjourned at ten. minutes past
ten o'clock, until half-past four o'clock OIl>
Tuesday, July 10.

LEGISLA_TIVE
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190(J,~

The PIU<:SIDENT took the chair' at nine·
minutes to five o'clock p.m., and read theprayer.
CHILDREN'S COURTS BILL.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved forleave to introduce a Bill to establish and
regulate children's courts.
The motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in, and read ~'
.first time.
LIFTS

REGULATIO~

BILL.

The Hon. A. O. SACHSE moved for leave'
to introduce a Bill to regulate the use of
passenger and other lifts.
rL'he motion was agreed to.
The Bill was then brought in,. al-Id read a
first time.
PETITION.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD said it
would be remembered that on the last day
of meeting he presented a petition from,
Thomas Randall, of 'Varrnambool,. to which
the President took some exception,. and held,
the peti tion over in order to see w llether it
should be received or not. He (Mr. Manifold) would like to ask the President whether
he had come to a determinatioo. on the
subject.
The PRESIDENT.-In yeply to the·
honorable member, I desire to state that I
have considered the petition, amd I think it
could be recei ved as a petition.. Butt OIll
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looking at the record, I see that there is a
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated that the
13ill now pending in the other House on the item. to which the honorable member referred
very question to which the petition relates, was for the Victorian Railways COllstruction
~lld it is contrary to the practice of Branch, which was in the Public V\r orks
Parliament to receive a petition in one Department, and not under the Hailways
House upon a matter that is before the Commissioners at all.
·ilther Chamber, and has not yet come
The Hon. D. MELVILLE said that item
before tbis House. The honorable member 63A provided a sum of £60,000-" For the
will have an opportunity of presenting the construction of new roads and the improvepetition later on, when the measure is before ment of Crown lands." Was this all the
. money that was iutended to be spent in this
us.
way, or was it merely the beginning in GonCONSOLIDATED REVE~UE BILL
nexion with works that might run into a.
(No. I).
very large sum of money ~
This Bill was received from the Legisla'rhe Hon. J. M. DAVIES said it was only
tive Assembly, and, on the motion of the a portion of the total sum. It was intended
Hon. J. M. DAVIES, was read a first time.
to spend money on Crown lands for the pur.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES moved the pose of making those Crown lands fit for
.second reading of the Bill. He said it was closer settlement, so that, as far as pos:an ordinary Supply Bill for two months' sible, instead of buying lands from private
.supply. AU the items in it, with the excep- OWllers for the purposes of closer settlement,
tion of one, were for the usual and ordinary the Government might make use of Crown
services. The item to which he referred lands. Of course, everyone knew that the
was 63,A, for £60,000. He had information pick of the Crown lands had been taken
for honorable members in connexion with that up long ago, and most of the Crown
item, but he thought it would be better given land that would be available required
ill Committee, as was customary in connexion something" to be done before it could be
'With Bills of thi!) kind.
sold to . . the closer settlement holders.
The Hon. 'r. C. HARWOOD expressed the It was intended to spend a lot of money in
<opinion that the Council would consider that this direction, and. the present vote of £60,000
they had nothing to do at this stage except included a portion of the money that was
to pass t.he second reading of the Bill. If to be spent ~l,t the present time. Another
.tllly objection was to be taken to any of portion of that £60,000 was for the extension
the 8~ items included in the measure, he of the Moe liue towards Walhalla. Then it
·supposed it would be done in Committee.
included also about £10,000 for taking the
'fhe motion was agreed to.
soil from the widening of a portion of the
The BiH was then read a second time, and Yarra River and improving Crown lands with
-committed.
it. The position with reference to that. soil
On danse 1, providing for the issue and was this. The Harbor Trust Commissioners
.application of £1,022,868,were going to widen the river. In the ordiThe Hon. D. MEL VILL E remarked that llary course of thillgs they would take the
.a good deal ltad been said in the press about soil, put it into barges, and sink it in the
the expenditure on the Coode Canal, and also Bay. That would cost them 7d. per yard,
-on the Walhalla railway. Neither of those and the 'rrust said to the Government-" If
items was sel out in the schedule. There you like to take this soil, and use it for your
was only a lump sum of £60,000.
own purposes in filling up land and improving
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES expressed the the value of that land, you call do it. Vfe
-opinion that it would be better in the first will allow' you 7d. for every yard you take. v
illstance to deal with those items which came It was estimated that it would cost about. Is.
before 6aA.
a yard, so that the Harbor Trust CommisThe Ron. J. M PRA'lT.- Which item makes sioners would pay 7d. and the State would pay
:provision for the Walhalla railway ~
5d. From both points of view, it was
The HoGn. J. M. DAVIES said this work thought better that this should be done. In
"was pr<wided for in item 63A.
the first place, it was not a good thing to get
The Hoo. D. MELVILLE drew attention rid of the soil by wasting it, and by putting
to the it.em., "Victorian Railways Construc- it into the Bay, where there was always a
tion Branch, £444." What was the meaning chance of its being silted up again, thus
~f that item, seeing that there was also an making further dredging necessary.
Then,
litem of £346,000 for "Victorian Rail- again, this particular land wanted the
'\\mys " .1
soil. This expenditure was only for one year.

160

Consolidated Rewnue

[COUN'CIL.]

The pa.rticular portion of the work that was
to bo done would cost the Harbor Trust
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very nearly worked out. In the A rgus of
July 6, however, the following report
appeared : -

Commissioners about £15,000 and the State
\Valha.lla, Thursday.
£ 10,000. 1'hat work could be continued in
The week's work at the Long Tunnel has
subsequent years. His honorable colleague, been
very satisfactory. At the 1,900-ft. level the
Mr. .Pitt, knew every detail about the drive has reached 3iO feet. 1.'he reef in the face is
matter, and could give further information 2 feet, and shows fair gold. For the whole length
to the Committee if snch were desired. of this level the appearances have been favorable.
Plans were available for the inspection of The stopes above the 2,050·ft. level carry from 18
inches to 20 inches of stone showing fair gohl. From
honorable members, showing where the payable to good gold is showing in the 2,200-ft. level
soil was to be taken from and the land that stopes, and the conditions are similar at the 2,350·ft.
wa.s to be filled. He (Mr. Da.vies) had just level. Altogether the outlook in the southern ground
recei ved some papers showing the exact is most encouraging. The battery returns are satisfcwtory. In the north-west ground, at 2,475-ft.
amounts which it was intended to spend in level they have cut through the reef, which is:3 feet
improving Crown lands uuder this vote. wide, and shows good gold. The quality of the
stone exposed is estimated at frum 1 oz. to I i oz.
The details were as follows : £

Improvements on Yarra, and purchase of
land
Land to be sold, estimated at
'Vorks at Elwood
To complete reclamation of land of estimated value of ...
Fisherman's Bend works (Harbor Trust
to spena £15,000) ... •
Improvement of ()rown lands, 'Villiamstown
Estimated valne of laud
Improvement of Crown lands, Heytesbury Forest
...
Estimated value of land
..
Railway from Moe towards Walhalla (estimated total cost, £35,000) ...
Gippsland roads, to improve Crown

In.uc:,,,

..

Improvement of Crown lands at Balhu'at
Estimated value of land
Improvement of Crown lands at Beutligo
Estimated value of land
Mc LeOtI's Morass, Bairm~dale
Estimated value of land
Works at Lake Gillear ...
Estimated value of land
Geelollg \Vorkmen's Homes
Estimated return

12,000
5,000
5,000
60,000
10,000
1,000
4,000
;),000
20,000
10,000
10,000
2,000
4,000
2,000
4,000
1,500
15,000
500
5,000
1,000
2,000

With reference to the Moe-'Valhalla railway,
he had certtlin information which he desired
to give to the C0mmittee. First, he would
show that the gold that was being obtained
from the 'Valha]]a mines was greatly on the
increase.
For the quarter ended March,
1905, the yield was 5,418 oz., and there
were 373 men employed. For the quarter
ended .Tune, 1905, the yield was 6,550 oz.,
with 300 lllen employed; for the quarter
ended September, 6,587 oz., with 283 men
employed j for the quarter ended December,
8,949 oz., with 283 men employed; and for
the quarter ended March, 1906, 12,350 oz.,
with 380 men employed. The return for the
June quarter, 1906, was not yet available, but
mining reports indicated a further increase.
He (Mr. Davies) thought that this was very
satisfactory. or course, it was thought by
some people that the 'Valhalla. mines were
HOIl. J. M.

Daviel~.

per ton. The opening up of the north·west ground
will be proceeded with vigorously. The company
will have 275 feet of virgin ground ab:>ve the 2,475ft. level, in addition to the block of 60.000 tons of
10-dwt. stone left in the old north-west levels.
\\Then the company decided to adopt Mr. L. lV.
Grayson's incline shaft scheme, the main idea was
to handle profitably the quartz in this portion of
the claim. Cross-cutting to the north-west at
2,625 feet will proceed without delay, and among
other works to be put in hand will be a lhive south
from the 2,475-ft. cross·cut to the southern ground.
This drive will tap the reef in about 277 feet. It is
also intended to open a level at 1,750 feet in the
southern ground, but this work will not be put in
hand for some time. The various stopes in the
Extended are giving average stOlle, and amalgam returns are consistent. 'rhere are splendid
prospects in thu winze from the 2,500-ft. level. The
reef is 4 feet wide, and shows good gold.

A memorandum by the Acting Engineerin-Chief stated that Long Tunnel shareg,
which fell to £2, were now quoted at £9 and
over. The original shares, which at one time
,vent up to more than £100, were each represented by ten of the present shares.
The Hon. R. B. Rl'rcHIE.--Is that mine
giving anything towards the construction or
the line?
The Hgn. J. M. DAVIES said he did not
know that the mine was giving anything.
The following additional notes were supplied
by the Acting Engineer-iu-Chief, Mr. M. E.
Kernot : At present all goods for 'Valhalla have to he
carted over one of the worst roads in Gippsland~
at a cost of 30s. to 35s. per ton.
With the railway, the freights will vary from
2s. 6d. to 14s. per ton, with an estimated average
of 5s. per ton.
This will act as a powerful stimulus to the mining industry by reducing working expenses, and
cost of plant.
Cohen's reef, 'Valhalla, shows every indication
of continuing auriferous to as great a depth as
human skill can reach. Recent developments are
very promising, and indicate increased yields.
Both north and south of ·Walhalla the gold-bearing area is extensive. Development has beeu retarded by the high cost of mining, owing chiefly ro
want of easy access.
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The line will pass through large qua.ntities of
good milling timber, s~ that saw-mills may be
erected along the route of the line, a.nd, as this is
cut, the forest can be further opened up hy .hranch
tramways, such as are constructed and largely ufled
by saw-millers in other parts of the State. One
sa.w-mill is already established, and mill-owners
have been looking out sites, so as to start operations when the railway is available_
The land within five miles of the line is held approximately as follows :Acres.
43,500
Sold, lea.sed, and licensed land ...
Unoccupied Crown landsAcres.
Open for selection
35,900
Timber reserves
1l,800
Mining reserves
4-5,400
93,100
Total
136,600
Already 8,000 acres of rich volcanic land has
been taken up at Moondarra by settlers, though
development is greatly hampered by particularly
bad roads.
Where cultivated the land has proved very fertile, ~nd yielded splendid samples of fruit and
vegetable products.
A vast area of Crown lands lying to the north
and west is practically unoccupied owing to its
distance from market, and difficulty of access.
Thirty thousand pounds has already been voted
for the line, and out of this it has been constructed 10 miles, from Moe to Tyers.
A Railwa.y Construction District ha.s been proclaimed, and a. Railwa.y Land Trust formed which
has borrowed £2,500 to pay for land required, and
served notices to treat on the owners, and considerable payments have been actually made.
The Trust area is now paying a rate of Is. in the
£1, to cover interest on borrowed money and sinking fund.
Previous discussion in Legislative Council is
found in Han.~ard, 10th August, 1904, and 24th
August, 1904.
Since that date the incline shaft of the Long
Tunnel Mining Com pal1y at W alha11a has been
bottomed and large quantities of rich ore found,
making many years of profitable work a certainty,
and indicating the probability of further valuable
discoveries.

Here was another memorandum from Mr.
Kernot, in which that officer gave reasons
why the line should Le extended, and particulars as to the cost. There was a map
showing how far the line had gone, and the
dotted portion showed the route up to the
end. The Walhalla shire had an area of 409
square miles, a population of 2,431, with 850
dwellings, and a general rate of 2s. 6d. in
the £1 for 1905-6. Th~ population, Mr.
Kcmot reporterl, was now increasing. He
would like to read this little extract alsoA report on the characier and resources of the
land a.nd timber supply in the area to be served by
the Walhalla line is being prepared by Messrs_
Thorn (Lands Department) and .Mackay (Forest
Department), but cannot yet be completed. Its
estimate of enhanced value of land is expected to
be much lesa than that of Messrs. mack and
Meakin in 1903.

Bill (No.1).
That of course was only a question of opinion,
but he thought it better to tell the House
that those two officers expected that their
estimate would be much less. He thought
he hai given all the information that was
..
available.
The Hon. W. H. EMBLING remarked
that he would like to know from the Attorney-General if the"re was Hot an understanding
when the previous portion of the line was
passed that any extension of the line would
come before Parliament in a separate Bill ~
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES stated he was
not aware of any such understanding. The
hOlJorable member would recollect that this
line had already been authorized by Act of
Parliament, and in the Surplus Revenue Act
a sum of money was pas,sed by Parliamen t to
enable the Board of Land and Works to construct the line up to a certain point. It now
required no Act of Parliament to construct
the line. Only the money was required,
and that could be voted in the way of a.
Surplus Revenue Bill or a Loan Bill. He
would point out in reference to t.he money
which had been voted for lines in past times,
that the money used for such a purpose as •
this would be borrowed money. As far as
possible this Government had not borrowe9
unless compelled to do so, and had thougb-t
it only right to provide each year ont of
ordinary revenue a certain sum of money, fpr
public works. A good deal of the mopey
would come back again and would be .available for further wOl·ks. The money,,fpr this
railway would not come back; jt would
merely bring about an addition tg,",the traffic
of t.he railways.
,_,
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-A-dding to the
deficit..
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said this would
be added to the assets of the rail ways without
adding to the cost of them.
Tbe Hon. W. H. EMBLING remarked
that he supposed it was not much use honorable members discussing this question. In
spite of all the glowing reports honorable
members had had about the mines, he felt
sure that before many years they would find
that this railway did not pay. The Bill,
however, had passed the other House) and 4e
supposed the Council could only submit.
He would register his protest, as he was
perfectly certain tbat this line would be one
of the lines which would add to the deficit.
There was a.nother item in eonnexion with
the vote under discussion, and that was in
regard to the Fisherman's Bend works.
The Hon. \Y. J. EVANS stated that
before discussing the Fisherman's Bend
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works, he desired to say something about
the 'Valhalla line. It appeared to him that
there had been a complete change of front
in connexion with this line. He had a keen
recollection of the Premier being in the
~oullcil wit.h a. large map and..pointer, pointlIlg out the spot where tremendous carrots
and turnips might be produced from the land.
He (Mr. EV~llIs) remarked on that occasion
that if the £ :30,OOll then asked for was ()'i vell
it wouhl be wasted, and that the expenditure
would he used as an argument why the
line should go further on. lIe had been given
to understand that the ntil way authorities
took rolling-stock up to that line and then
brou~ht it back. As a member representing
the Rail ways Service, the officers of which
would he called upon to make up deficits
by submitting to reductions, he thought that
in this pa.'rticlllar matter the House was misled when it passcd the £:W,OOll. At present
there seemed nothing to do but to go on, and
he would indorHc Dr. Em bling's remarks.
Honorable members were told that the land
alongside the line was to be loaded. ·While
he (Mr. Evans) did not apprJve of that, it
. was offered as an inducement to honorable
members to suppor~ this Govel'llment proposal of throwing away £30,000 011 what had
proved to be an utter failure.
The Hon. 'V. H. EDGAR said it appeared
to him that there was a determination to
carry this line in hommopathic doses. The
Government were afraid to faee the question
of completing the line from start to finish,
and honorable members now had a dose of
£10,000 to swallow.
According to competent experts, there was not the slightest
prospect. of a return from this.
It only
meant adding further deficits to our railways,
and hampering the already prosperous state
of things. He thought it a great pity this
item could not be excised. The House, however, had not the power.
The Hon. 'V. H. EMBLING. - We can
suggest that it be cut out.
The Hon. \V. H. EDGAR said it was a
healthy sign that so much gold was being produced,bllt only about 300 men were being employed. Honorable members had heard about
the lands that were going to be made productive.
It seemed that the AttorneyGeneral had made out as bright a prospect
as he could for the other end of the line.
The lion. J. M. DAVIEs.-I beg the honorable member's pardon. I never attempted
to make out anything. I read certain statements which were supplied to me.
The Hon. W. H. EDGAR said he felt this
line should stop where it was. It was not in
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the interests of the State to advance'
another sixpence to complete it.
1'he Hon. W. J. EVANS stated that he
would like to ~mow whether there was any
arrang~ment WIth the tramway companies in
conneXlOn with this line to close their lines
When this rail way was constructed ill order to
give th.eir traffic to the line. This question
was rmsed the last time the line was before
the Honse, and honorable members were
given to understand that there was noguarantee that these tramways would not run in
competition with the rail way in connexion
,vith the firewood traffic.
The HOll. \V. H. E:\II~LING observed that
if honorable members had llothing more to
say about the Moe railway, he would like to
say somethillg about Fishermall's Bend. Of
course, when one waR dealing with newspaper
reports alld pub~ished remarks, one might be
somewha.t deceIved. As far as he could
ullderstand, that the unemployed should be
sent to Fisherman's Bend to obtain work was
a very laudable thing; but it should be remembered ~hat there was something in
statesmanshIp, and that statesmanship did
not mean doing something that would pass
things over for the moment. It meant looking to the future. Everyone who knew
anything about the matter had stated that the
Coode Canal had not been a success from the
beginning. '['he large ships that were built
now could not come along it, a.nd it was
urged that it should, therefore, be widened.
It was proposed to spend £10,000 to widen
the canal.
Honorable members and the
public knew that the great idea nowadays was to have a straight cut dO\\,11 to Port
1\Jelbolll'lle, and to do away with the piers and
all the old-fashiont'd thillgtl we had there now.
He did not wish to say anything abou t the
Government Hpending money 011 the Ullemploy~d, but itlspending this l;lOlley at Fishermall s Bend there was so little prospect of
any good result that hOllorable members
should pause before sanctioning this £10,000.
~he other. Honse, howcver, had passed this
Item, and It would be 11 serious thing to make
a suggestion for its omission_ He would like
to hear the opinion of honomble members upon
the question of widening the Coode Canal
-llOt deepening it, bnt widening it. There
were honorable members present who belonged to the Harbor rrrust.
The Hon.
PITT remarked that he
thought it probable some other honorable
member would have liked to speak on this
subject.
Honorable members should not
judge of the matter wholly from what they
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in the Newspapers. It was said that big
:ships eoul<i not come up the Coode Canal.
One of th.e largest ships that ever visited our
port came up the river to Victoria Dock and
discharged 10,000 tons of stuff. The main
-object of widening the canal was to allow of
.ships passing one another in the river. At
present the river was rather narrow for two
ships, oue coming in and another going out,
.and if all accident occurred and the river was
shut up for traffic considerable inconvenience
would be .ca.used to the whole of the shipping
trade of Melbourne. When the work was
·done the river would not only be widened but
.deepened. '1'he river was to be deeperned to
.1.\ depth ·of 30 fdet, which would enable any
vessel tb.at came to this port to go right up
to Vict.oria Dock.
An HONOR.ABLE MEMBER.-Does it silt
·up?
The Hon. 'V. PITT said everything silted
.up. If a straight cut was made it would
;siJt up. The straight cut was ont of all COll;sideration, because it would tap the river.
Immediately the river was tapped, as Sir
.John Coode told them, the current of the
river would be altered, and the river would
.then silt up entirely. Ships wonld not be abJe
to stay at moorings if the current was
'1'unning in two directions. 'With the
:·straight cut there would be room for fourt een
-.or fifteen boats, but if the river was widened
.and deepened there would be one and a half
miles of dock ready to receive the vessels
trading here. When the river was widened
.-and deepened, the P. and O. boats could come
right up. In fact, they could come up now,
lmt when the river was improved, the home
-of all the mail boats would be in the
Victolia Dock in the course of a few
.years. They now stopped at Port Mel~ourne.
When the Harbor Trust started, the mail
boats used to lighter in the middle of the
BaJ. The boats followed the Trust to
Williamstown. Then the Harbor Trust cut
.a channel to Port Melbourne, and the boats
followed them there. If the river was
widened and deepened, the boats would follow
the Trust to Melbourne, and the piers at Port
Melbourne might then just as well have a
tarpaulin pu~ over them, because all the
boats would come right up the river. If
.a strd.ight cut was decided upon the Harbor
'Trust would not go on with that. The work
'Would cost the Government nearly £1 ,000,000,
.and people would have to be taxed for that.
The work now proposed was to be done by
the Trust out of its receipts. This £10,000
now under consideration was for the reclamation of some land.
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An HONORA.BLE MEMBER.- To relieve the
Harbor Trust revenue.
'1'he Hon. 'V. PITT.-No. It cost 7d. a
yard to deal with the stuff taken from the
ri ver, and the Trust were going to give the
Government 7d. a yard, so that the Government might do what they liked with the
material. Port Melboul'lle was so low thai it
cost a large sum of money to pump water out
of the place during timesof storm. The water
came with a great rush there, owing to
there not being sufficient fall from Port
Melbourne to the Bay to relieve it of stormwaters. A Bill was passed for an expenditure on the pumping scheme. Port Melbourne paid a certain amOllnt of the interest,
and so also did South Melbourne. Sandridge Bend was on the same level, and the
Premier, or his officers, said that if the
material from the Coode Canal was used for
filling up the land there would be a natural
drainage into the sea. Not long ago some
people at Port Melbourne asked the Premier
to place workmen's homes on Sandridge Bend,
but the place wOllld have been under water
at high tide. The Premier said that if the
'l'rust would give him the stuff from the canal
he would fill the land up, and then it would
drain into the sea. The Premier was doing
a grand work in connexion with this, and he
thought the honorable gentleman should be
admired for it. Hitherto, the whole of the
stuff from the river had been taken 14 or
15 miles down the Bay, and dumped into
the water. What did the Harbor Trnst do
a little while ago? He (Mr Pitt) was chairman, and he pointed out that if the West
Melbourne Swamp was filled up it would put
£1,000,000 in the pockets of the State.
Last year the unemployed were at work
there, and banks were raised inclosing
areas of several acres in extent, and
in course of time the whole of West
Melbourne Swamp would be filled up and
conllected with Footscray and the city.
There was at present a big swamp which was
costing £200 or £300 a year for pumping.
All that would be filled up in a few years and
the improvement would bring £1,000,000
to the ~tate. He was astonished that any
newspapers should write articles against what
was being done. Of course there was an objection from Port Melbourne, which wanted
the trade kept there. ,\Vhen the river was
widened they conld put a tarpaulin over
the piers at Port Melbourne. There would
be no more need for piers in the Bay, as there
would be a mile and a half of wharfage in the
dock, and the river could be all one wharf
right from the city to the sea. .There would
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be wharfage for the next twenty years when
this work was done, and if more wharfage
wast wanted it could be obtained right along
the ·river. Fisherman's Bend might yet become the great place for all the slaughtering,
and the stuff that was killed there
could be frozen and put straight on to
the ships. r1'hat could not be done with the
straight cut, or with piers. Honorable members must recollect that there were a lot of
level-headed men on the Harbor Trust.
The day was coming when we should have
the finest port ill the Australian States, and
also have the cheapest port. South Australia
was spending £600,000 or £700,000 in improving the port there, while vast sums of
money were being spent in Sydney in
harbor reclamati<ms, and the shipping
people would have to pay the interest. The
Harbor Trust here were not only paying
the interest., but buying up their debentures,
and pr&viding a sinking fund. In a. few
years Melbourne would have the cheapest
port in the whole of Australia.
The Hon. R. B. REES remarked that Dr.
Emblillg was to be thanked for bringing out
such an excellent speech from the chairman
of the Harbor Trust.
The clause was agreed to, as were also the
remaining clauses.
The Bill was relJorted without amendment,
and the report was adopted.
On the motion of the Hon. J. M. DAVIES,
the Bill was then read a third time, :tnd
passed.

Add'ress-in-Reply.

Heply. My reason for bringing it up here is
that the Labour Party are opposed by the
press, and that when charges are brought
against us we have not the medium of the
press to reply to them. When we deny them t
our denials may be printed or they may not t
just as it suits the paper, and sometimes they
are so distorted that the public are altogether ignorant of what our objects really
are. That is why I have taken this opportunity to speak 011 Socialism, beca,Ut~e I have,.
in the discussion 011 the Address-in-Reply, an
opportunity of giving a denial to, and entering a most emphatic protest agaillst, the
charges which are often made agaillst uS t
and 1 desire to take ad vantage of the limited
publication afforded by llan.~ard to let tho
public know that we have no iutention whatever of interfering in any way with the marriage tie, or of trying to abolish religion or
home life, or anything else that we now hold
sacred. Of CGurse, 1 know that the work
and utterances of a public man should be
open to the severest criticism, but I think
that, at the very leap.t, those who make these
charges should keep within the truth. I
wish now to touch briefly on one or two
of the nwaSllres mentioned in the Governor's.
speech, one a Bill for the abolition vf
separate representation for the Public Sen-ice.
r trust this Honse will ~ee its way to pass that
measure when it comes up. VV hell I was in the·
country a short time ago I met several ci viI
servants, some of whom, when spoken to on
political matters, said to me-" I am a.
Chinaman, or worse than a ChinallHHl, for I
THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
have got 110 vote. I alll not allowed to take'
auy interest ill politics. The law says that
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
we must not take an active interest in polirrhe debate (adjourned from rruesda'y, tics. \Ve are dellied the rights of citizenship,.
July 3), on the Hon. D. E. McBryde's and although it is a pri11ciple of the British
motion for the adoption of an Address-in- Constitution thai every man is equal before
Reply to t.he Governor's speech, was re- the law, yet in this matter we are put on a difsumed.
ferent plane from other members of the com'1'he HOll. A. )lcLELLA'N.--"When 1 wm3 munity." It is a very bad policy to have a.
speaking last Tuesday 011 this motion I was dissatisfied service.
From my own experitrying to show, am()l)gst other things.' that ence I can say t.hat yon never get a man's·
many of the measures foreshadowed III the best from him if he is not satisfied, and there
speech were of a socialistic character, and is 110 doubt that a feeling of dissatisfaction
that the present Govel'llment, who came in exists in the minds of the members of the
to put down Socialism amollgst other things, Pnblic Service with separate representation.
were carrying out that very laudable object I trust, therefore, this House will pass the·
by placing more socialistic legislation on the measure when it cOl1le~ up from another
statute-book. I then referred to some of the place. I have no doubt at all that it will
charges which hlld been brought against be passed there. I was sorry to see that
the Labour Party~ of which I am a. mem- 110 mention is made in the Governor's.
ber, and I tried, so far as I was able, speech about giving to the women of this.
to prove that thof'3e charges were not State the vote the same as their sisters have
true. Honorable members may wonder what in the other States. If one adult one vote is
this has got to do with the Address-in- a good enough franchise upon which to elect
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members of the Federal Parliament, surely it
ought to be a good enough franchise for the
State Parliament. It is opposition to measures like this which creates so much dissatisfs.cti4.ln with this House in the minds of mallY
people, and which eventually may lead to an
agitat.ion for its abolition. I do not say that
I am in favour of its abolitioll.
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD.-You said you
were in Hamilton.
The Hon. A. McLELLAN.-Does the
honorable member refer to any statement I
made in public?
The Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD.-I think so.
It was reported in the press that you advooated the abolition of the Upper House.
The Hon. A. McLELLAN.-The honorable member is altogether ill error, because I
never spoke in public in Hamilton in my
life.
'rhe Hon. W. S. MANIFOLD.-It was in that
province, then.
The Hon. A. McLELLAN.-I never said
in that district that I was in favour of the
abolition of this House.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-Are you in favour
of it 1
The PRESIDENT.-Order!
The Hon. A. 0 .. SACHsE.-Are yon III
favour of it ~
The PRESIDENT.-Order! Will the
honorable member proceed with his speech ~
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-rrhe honorable
member is afraid to answer the Question.
The Hon. A. McLELLAN.~I do not
know whether it is worth while to reply to
the honorable member or not. I do not
think it is. I have never yet advocated the
abolition of the Legislative C(!HlllCil. Another
measure I should have liked to see mentioned in the speech is an amendmemt of the
Shops and Factories Act to include several
trades that are not under the Act at the
present time. rrhere may be a good number
ill this House who are opposed to aByextension of the Act. But the Shops and
Factories Act was permanently enacted
last session without any opposition, and
therefore this House has committed itself to
the principle of wages boards. If it is a
good thing to have wages boards in
some trades, it must be good to have them
in other trades, too. I do not think that
member!:! of this House, after having permanently enacted the Act, can abject to the
extension of the principle to other trades.
Tbere may be some who will say that
there are no men working in Melbourne at
the pr~sent time under unfair conditions; but
anyone who takes the trouble to inquire can

Address-in-Reply.

J65

find out that there are many men working
at wages which are only su'fficient to keel-'
body and soul together. I notice that Mr.
Swinburne, speaking, I think, at N <:.:wtOWlJ,
near Geelong, during one of the recent election campaigns, said, referring to the Labour
Party-" Their cry for equal pay for equal
work is a mere platitude. Everybody believes in that." We know that everybody
does not believe in it, for is it not a fact
that girls and women are asked to work for a
rate of pay that would bave to be doubled if
men were employed? "\\" e know that women
are displacing men in many of the offices as
clerks, for the simple reason that they are
cheaper. I desire to tOllch very briefly on
the question of early clo~ing, which has
been creatin~ a good deal of discussion during the recess. The system of giving a
Minister power to grant permits to certain
shopkeepers is altogether wrong. ln some
instances it might bea benefit, but 01: the whole
it has a telldellcy to create very much dissatiRfaction. I was speaking to a person WJIO
keeps a fancy goods shop in Hichmond, and
sbe told me that au inspector came into her
shop, and that she asked him questions about
several articles that she sold. For instance.
she asked him about a pair of straps used for
carrying books or parcels, and he told her
that if they were used for carrying children'!.;
books to school they would be classed as stationery, but if used for carrying an ordinary
parcel they would be classed as fancy goods.
It seems very unfair tha.t shops which sell
such articles as soaps, perfumes, combes,
brushes, and marking-ink, which are' always
sold in fancy goods shops, are compelled to
close at 6 o'olock, while chemists are allowed
to sell the very same articles until 9 o'e}€>ck.
Surely we are not going to have one law for
a chemist and another for a fancy goods shop_
Rhe was told thai playing-cards were statiollery, but not other games made of cardboarw..
Cut paper patterns, the inspector said, would,
not be allowed to be sold in fancy goods:
shops after 6 Q'clock, but news agents wereallowed to sen journals containing those
patterns until later. Pocket-boC9ks containing paper were classed as stationery
whereas if they had no paper in them they
were fanoy goods. This system of allowing
one class of shop to keep open and compelling
another which sells the same goods to close at
6 o'clock, seems to work very unfairly, and
is causing a great deal of dissatisfaction. J
am finding faul~, not with the principle of
early closing, but with the system which
allows one shop and not another to keep
open. Why not say once and for all that
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any shops selling fancy goods, whether
tobacconists', fancy goods, llews agents' or
chemists' shops, shall all close at the one time ~
Even the Minister aIJpears to be in doubt
about the matter, because when a deputation
from the news agents waited upon him and
asked whether they would be allowed to sell
stationery after 6 o'clock, he said, according
to the repurt ill the Ar,qus, that there would
be 110 difficnlty in regard to that matter, so
far as the Department was concerned, but,
of course. he could not say what interpretation the Court would gi ve to the Act. 'rhe
law wants amending in some way to make it
more definite. If the Minister is not able to
:-lay in what class
these articles would
be placed. how are the shopkeepers
to know?
'Ve have heard a great
deal during' the recess about the inconvenience caused by early closing, but it has been
very much exaggerated. ] should be very
sorry to do anything to drive trade from the
small shops to the larger ones, or from the
·;uburbs into the city, hut I doubt very much
whether this has happened. I know that
when the Factories Act came in, and the
hours in the butchering trade were fixed at
,')2 per week, there was a great ontcry, and
th.e butchers said they would not he able t~
0arry on their business in the limited time
allowed; but I fed sure that if a poll of
butchers was taken there would not be found
lO per cent. who would care to revert to the
hours which existed prior to the introduction
llf factory legislation. One important Bill
promised is to deal with gambling. I do not
know what the Bill will be like, but we had
one before us laHt session, which proposed to
give the authorities more power over totalizators and gamh1ill~ shops, and if the one
to be introduce(} this session is anything
like that on~, I shall have no hesitation
ill giving it my support. I have no sympathy
;I.t all with a man who breaks the law, and
('ertainly absolutely none with the man who
(Iefies it. Thero is 11::1 doubt with regard to
"ambling that there are numbers of people
~i present who are defying the law. 'Vhether
\\'e believe a law is g'ood or not, it is our
duty as legislators to see that it is carried
"ut. If we say that we are not able to
:-;ee that the laws are carried ont, then the
:-;oone1' we give up making them the better.
Continued defiance of any law ha!! a tendency to bring all laws into contempt. It is
llons~nse for the police or the twthorities to say
that they cannot carry out any laws that we
place on the statute-book.
If they haye
Hot sufficient power it is our duty to give
t hem more.
The same thing applies to SunJlOlt.

A.

Mcl~ellan.
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day trading in hotels. It is all nonsense for'
them to say they cannot prevent such a.
practice.
There are many hotelkeepers,
probably the majority, who do not want to
do Sunday trading, but when others in their
line carry it OIl, then those who are reluctant
to do it have to break the law also, in order
to retain their customers. I know one hotel
in which this has been done. I understand
that in the lease of the hotel there is a provisioll that the licence will be forfeited if
the licensee is convicted of Sunday trading j
but in spite of that, because other hotels
around are doing ~nllday training, this hotel
also bas opened its bar on Sunday. With
regard to the Licensing Rill that the Government propose to introduce, I am not altogether in sy'l1lpathy with the temperance
people, for I think some compensation should
he paid to the licensees, or owners, or perhaps
to both, when hotels are closed. 11 any hotelkeepers have been in the business for many
years. The business was and is still a legal
business, and many hotelkeepers bave spent
large SlUns of mOlley to bring their houses
up to the requirements of the Licensing Act,
and have understood that they would get a
renewal of the licence provided that they
committed no breach of the licensing law. [
know there are some persons who do not believe in compensation; but I would like to ask
them whether, if they had been in a business
for a uumber of years, and the Government
came to the conclusion that, in the interests
of the people, it was better that that business
should not he carried on, they would not
think it very nnfair if they were closed up
withou t compensation.
Would they not
say, "
e have spent the greater part of
onr lives in this business, and we are
not now in such a position that we can
adapt ourselves to altered conditions T' I
think, therefore; that it is fair to give
some compensation to these people if they
are thrown ont on the world with nothing
-and many hotelkeepers have made nothing after having Leen in the business
the greater part of their lives-so that they
may be able to take up some other line
of business, seeing that they are not fit to
start hard work. The temperance people say
that the liq uor traffic is an evil, and I agree
with them, but there is an aspect of the
question that they have altogether overlooked. They say it is ruining men, physically, mentally, and morally. If it is lowering
men until they become in many cases as beasts,
why allow it to remain ill existence for three,
or five, or ten years longer? What value do
they place 011 one human life 7 They say the

'if
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traffic is sending men down to ruiu, degradation and death, and yet they are prepared to
&.llow it to continue. In one year, or in three
« five years, it may ruin not one man only,
but thousands, and yet these people are not
prepared to make any sacrifice. They are
not prepared to submit to a little extra, taxation.
They say, "Oh uo, it is goillg
to cost very much money; we will not ngree
to close them up at once." If in one part
of the State there was some lowlyillg ground,
Borne pestilential spot which we kllew WliS
responsible for the production of disease, such
as typhoid fever or diphtheria, and if we
knew that in three or five years' time we
could get it filled up without the expenditure
of any money, would we say, "We will
wait for three ur five years," knowing all the
time that hundreds, and possibly thousands,
of Jives were being sacrificed 1 Would we not
rather say, "No, we will close it up at once,
no matter what the cost is?" Yet the temperauce people say, "No, we are going to let
the victims of the drink traffic go down
to death just because to stop the traffic
at once would cost 80 mnch money."
I know the temperance people-and I claim
to be one of them, although I do not agree
with them on all points-are going to have a
very hard fight to put down or to minimize
the liquor traffic, and that fight is going
to be still harder if we are not prepared to
pay some measure of compensatioll. The
ple'l. is sometimes urged that, we have no
right to vote the people's money in this way.
Last session, and the session before, we
passed Bills which provided that if the Government wanted to resume land for c10ser
settlement or for irrigation purposes, the
State should pay not only the value
of the land but. 10 per cent. in addition,'
Why should the State pay 10 per cent. in addition? Just because Parliament thought
the owners were entitled tosome compensation
through having lost their iand, and because
they might be put to some temporary inconvenience. The people who would advocate
that, when it comes to putting a man out of
an hotel. say he is not entitled to any compensation at all. No better investment
could be made by the country than the expenditure of a lurge sum of money to close
up these hotels. I think those temperance
people who are so strongly advocating the
closing up of the hotels would better prove
their sincerity ill the matter if they showed
themselves prepared to submit to some extra
taxation to pay compensation to the trade.
I thank honorable members for kindly
listening to my remarks.
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TheRon. J. D.BROWN.-'rhe programme
put before the House by the Government ill
His Excellency'S speech is one that des~rves
very favorable consideration. 1 am heartily
in accord with most of the measnres pro·
posed, and I !Shall be found supporting them.
I would take this opportunity early in the
session to urge on the Government the
desirability of introducing into this Chamber
in the beginning of the session some Hills
which may be introduced here, discllssed,
and passed or rejected rather than, as
happened in the last two sessions, having to
meet night after night in the early part of the
session to find no business to do, and at the
end of the session to he called on to sit late,
and pass really importallt mea!::lures alnlost
on sight. I do not think there is any just
cause why the Government shol11d not introduce at once into this Chamber some of the
measures in their programme which will require to be discussed, and which can be dealt
with in this Chamber while measnres which
must of necessity be introduced in another
place are being discussed in that place to be
sent here for our approval. If this course
were adopted we should be able to close the
session mnch earlier thall usual, and with
advantage to the country. Undoubtedly
in this Government, as in other Governments, there are many memhers who cannot
be expected to attend. i>arliament night
after mght for five or six months every year,
and at the same time bring vigour to the
administration of their Departments. There
is far greater good to be done by more
vigorous administration, and more liberal
administration, of many of the Departments
than by passing Acts of Parliament. The
great Departments dealing with the lands,
the mines, and the railways, if vigorously
administered, could do a great deal for the
State. Owing to the great Htraill pnt on
Ministers by continual attendance in Par.
1iament it is not possible for them to devott.
proper attention to the administration
of their Departments, the session rnnnin~
into five or six months at least.. A monp:
the first items I desire to refer to ill
the Governor's speech is that of the
great improvement in the' condition of
the people. Undoubtedly, owing to splendid
seasons, this country is now in a very prosperous condition, but at the same time it cannot
be denied that in the great city of Melbourne
there are a great many people who cannot
obtain employment, The men who have n
trade or who are skilful at their work art.
actively employed, but there are a great
many who have only their hands to 11se, who
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are unskilled la.bourers, and are not in snch :1.
prosperolls condition. A good deal of attention is llOW Lcing paid to the uuemployed,
Imd'the Government are doing many acts to
;tssist to find employment f@r them. It would
he preferable if some means were adopted to
t l'y to remove them to the country, where
laLour is YC'rv much wanted, instead of
leavill~ them will the cities. That is often
(lone by ~iving temporary employment to
mell on irrigation works for illstance, but
t.he objection is that the lllell are sent with a
l·a.i1way pass to some dista.nt part of the
eountry and dumped down without any
proper means of living.
There are no
houses, ami scarcely any preparations are
made for them; they have to leave their
families in Hlllall and often insanitary
houses in the city.
'rhese men send
money to their families, hut there is
!\.lwaYH thn.t break between the father
who is away and the f~\mily at home. It
would ,be justifiable for the Government in
sending lllell to !:iuch works as these to
provide for them accommodation for their
wives and families. A very small expend isure would he reqnired, and probably it
would not rel1'1i1'e more than £20 to provide
a hahitable hOllse to accommodate a small
fa.mily ill the cOllnt.ry. Thi~ would he money
well spent if it inducerl ollly a small proportion of these lIlell to rermtin in the country
where they could find work, and it would
keep them away from the overcrowded and
insanitary subnrbs in which lllallY of them
reside no\\'. It would he a propel' method to
adopt, and I hope the Treasurcr will take it
into consideration. The (iOYCl'llnH.'llt state
th,\t they al'(~ ~oillg to contiullc the
policy :mccessfnlly illitu/!urated last year of
nl.isillg mOllcy locally. That is a policy I am
in accord wit.h, for it is proper and wise. I
hope the Treasurer will not be afrairl to ask
the people here to provide a very substantial
portiol! of the money that will be.required to
convert some of the loans maturillg in England. I think the S11m is nearly £5,000,000,
and I helieve half of that money could be obtained here if proper means were adopted of
bringing the matter nnder the notice of the
thrifty portion of the community. By so
doing we might retain in the State interest
to the extent of £100,000 a year instead of
having to send it to England. The mach.inery
necessary to hring that schemo prominently before the people is right at hand,
for in most of the towns of the State there
are sub-treasnries, and in many places there
are branches of the Savings Bank or branches
of banks doing Goverumeut business. If
Hon. J. D. Brown.
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proper use wore made of these offices and inst itutiollS the people could become acquainted
with the particulars, and obtain all the information necessary. As a rule, subscriptions
are invited only through the exchanges in
Melbourne, Ballarat and Bendigo. If mea.ns
were adopted to bring the matter under the
notice of the whole of the people I believe
they would readily respond.
At present
the deposits in our financial institutions are
increasiug, something like £3,000,000 having
been added to the deposits d tiring the past
yoar. It was mainly owing to the vast accumulation of deposits in the financial institutions prior to 1893 that the terrible
calamity known as the financial crisis
happened. There were huge sums of money
held by the financial institutions, and there
was no legitimate demand for the money.
These institutions, in addition to collecting
the savings of the people, invited money
from the British people, and the money was
placed in the banks, building societies, and
other institutions which competed with one
another at a time when there was 110 proper
method of using the money. J do not think
that the lesson learned then will be wasted,
and that the people of this geueration
will burst out into the same extravagance.
This large accumulation of money may
start hnother season of speculation. It
would have been very much better
if onr people, prior to
1893, had
learned the hauit of buying their own
State deuentllre8. If they had done so,
we should not have suffered a8 terribly as we
have for that unfortunate calamity. The
sooner the people learn to pllt their savings
into our own debentures the better it will be
for the State and themselves. Thereis another
yery pleasant paragraph in the Governor's
speech, and that is that the Government intend to continue the policy of opE:ning up the
country by means of railway extension. I
desire to refer to one line, and that is the
line which it is proposed should pass through
the prQvince 1 represent, namely, the
Hichardson Valley Hail way. I desire to call
the attention of the Attorney-General, and,
through him, of the Minister of Hailways, to a
WrO!lg conclusion arrived at in regard to that
line. It has been submitted to the Railways
Standing Committee, and they have recommended its constrnction on the land-owners
undertaking to load their land, and provide
£752 per annum, which is the estimated loss
on the working. If the :Minister will carefully go through the evidence in the
R9.ilways Stauding Committee's report, he
will come to the conclusion that the line
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I wish

The Richardson Valley is an extensive flat area
situated between St. Arnaud, Stawell, and Rupauyup. It is an old stlttled district, most of the land
ha.ving been taken up by selectors about 35 years
ago. The soil is probably the best in the northwestern district of Victoria, regularly yielding
from 10 to 20 bushels of whefl.t to the acre. Oats
and hay are also grown, but not to the same extent
as wheat. Breeding and fattening la.mbs for export are also ca.rried on by the fa.rmers. Most of
the holdings range in area. from 600 to 1,000 acres.
There are two or three large estates in the district.
A small portion of the land comprising the estates
is devoted to growing cereals, the remainder being
used for gra.zing sheep. One of the estates-Carr's
Plains-has recently been divided into farms, which
will shortly be offered for sale at auctiQIl.

This is one of the estates that was recently
subdivided and offered for sale by auctio~.
One-third of it was purchased by the beneficiaries. 'rhe rest was readily purchased by
farmers in small lots. The Marnoo estate,
belonging to Mr. W. Skene, whioh was originally offered to the Closer Settlement Board,
has also been subdivided privately, and
readily sold at prices much higher than the
land was offered to the Closer Settlem6nt
Board. The report continues-The country is well suited for that purpose.
Not only is Lhe soil of good quality for cereals, but
the rainfall is ample for wheat-growing, the annual
average for the district for thc last 24 years
heing, according to the GoYel'llment Astronomer,
16'47 inches, while the minimum in any of those
yea.rs was 10'55 inches in 1902. The chief drawhack, however, to production in the district is the
distance farmers have to cart their wheat to the
nearest railway station. It is close on 50 miles
from St. Arnaud to Sta\\'ell, a,nd about 35 miles
from St.. ArnatHl to Ru panyup, so that many
of the farmers have to cart their wheat from 12
to 18 mile~ over earth-formed roads, which are
dusty in summer and sticky in winter, owing to
the absence of any deposits of stone or gravel in
the district suita.ble for road-making. The farmers
in the 110rt hern pa.rt of the Richa.rdson Valley cart
their produce to either St. Arnaud, Sutherland,
Swanwater, or Cope Cope stations on the Mildura
ra.ilway. Those in the central area make Rupanyup-the terminus of a short bra.nch railway from
Lubeck, on the Servicetown line-their destination; while the wheat-growers in the southern
portion cart to Glenorchy or Stawell.

That country has been settled for 35 years,
and these people during the whole of that
time have had to spend two or three months
every year cartiti g their produce to the
nearest rail way station. It is the policy of
this country to settle people 011 the land.
If there is any justification whatever, and I
believe there is, for building the Walhalla
railway, then there can be no doubt that this
line alt:lo should be built without placing an~
burden 011 the land-owners. The H.ail ways
Commissioners now take up a very strong
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position against any new line being built
until a.ll the land along the existing railways
is settled. I think they are going outside
their duty altogether. It is no concern of
the Commissioners to express opinions as te
whether this country shall continue the policy
hitherto adopted of opening up the country
by the extension of the rail ways. They were
brought here to manage the railways, and, I
am glad to say, are mana.ging them very well.
They have done a great deal since they were
appointed, and have brought order out of
chaos. No doubt they will in time still
further improve the system and the
condition of the employes. Throughout the
world it is always the policy of men at the
head of successful concerns to increase the comforts of their employes so that they may have
a. contented staff. No man can hope to
manage a large Department without having
the loyal obedience and co-operation of his
staff. The men should be treated well, and
their emoluments Increased if necessary. I
believe it is the desire of those in charge of
the rail ways to do that; but when they go
outside an Act of Parliament which restriots
them to the management of the rail ways, and
express opinions on the policy of the country,
they are going beyond their function, and I
do not think: much attention should be paid to
their opinion. '1'he people of this country
have for many years past deliberately decided
that the best policy to advance the interests
of the State was to open up the la.nds by
means of rail ways. The instance I have referred to is a startling illustration of the
necessity for railway extension, for the people
on this land have stuck. to it for 35 years,
under very great disadvantages. Why should
they be asked to find a possible loss of £752
~ year.? Why should a prosperous country
lIke thIS ask these men to bear the estimated
loss? They have borne their proportion of the
loss on rail ways inotherparts of the State, hop.
ing all the while that their turn would come,
and that they would be treated properly by
getting a railway. Because a few years back
somelines were built that should not have been
built, a burden has been cast on the people
to pay the loss. Is it reasonable to say that,
be~ause mistakes were made in the past, this
prosperous country, which increased the bank
deposits by£3,OOO,OOO last year, should call on
these people to pay an estimated loss of £752 a
year? This afternoon we very cheerfully
voted £60,000 to make roads in Gippsland, so
that the Government ma.y be able to settle
people ODland that is inaccessible at present.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-And we voted
£10,000 to the Melbourne Harbor Trust.
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The lIon. J. D. BR.OWN.-l do not object
to that. Earlier in my speech I referred to
the fact that people in the Hichardson Valley
district had cultivated their land for thirty
or thirty-five years. The R.ailways Standing
Committee, in considering the question of
constructing a line through this place, very
properly took evidence from the people in the
district, as well as from railway officials. I
have a sheaf of the notesof the evidence taken,
but I am only going to refer to the evidenoe.
of one resident, who has lived in the district
for a long time. The cal:le of Ed win Reseigh
is typical of the others, and his evidence is
reported as follows : I am a farmer and grazier re~iding in Rich
Avon \Vest.
I occupy 980 acres.
I culti.
vate a.bout ~~OO, about one-third, every year.
I cart to Cope Cope, 14: or 15 miles away.
It takes a day and IL night to do a trip
there aIHI back; about fOllr trips a week
is enough for men and horses. We have been
fighting for a ra.ilwayfor twenty years. We would
certainly increase the culti.ation wilh a. railway,
and I would make mine betterhecauseIwouldhave
more time to atteu(l to it. It would. increase the
production. The farming- now is different from
the early days. Where we grew an avera.ge of 10
bushels we grow nearly doulJle-better fanning,
drills and fertilisers, about 4() Ihs. of fertiliser to
the acre. The drill is a gooa thing without the
manure. Our system is to have no crops for two
years, have only fa.llow ; every third year to take a
crop ofl' and grow fat lambs on it for two years.
That produees a grea.t deal more than the old eys·
tern and with less labour. A good mallY of my
neighbours are my brothers awl my father, and all
round I4re holding similar n re&8. I ha ,-e three
brothers there (showing on the map). They are
the furthest away from the railway of any I know.
They average about 14 miles away. As to
the loading, I think it is a little unjust, but I would
take it rather than lose the line, because I do not
think there is any danger.
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months every year. 1t is obvious that if
they had a railway they would be able to
cultivate more land, and, as they point out,
thus bring greater freights to the Hailway
Department. I do not think it if) wise toraise the question of loading the land of these
people,or to refer to what has been dOIle in
the past, because, at the present moment,
these men who believe that they could, with
t.he railway, cultivate their land better,
are paying their proport ion towards the loss
on railway lines which are losing money,
although rtlllning through the richest part of
the country.
1 do not think it lies with
people who had lines built through their districtsyears ago to say-" Although we ourselves did not have to pay anything for a
line, we think the time is past for building
rail ways unless the land is loaded." That is
a most ungenerous and improper view to take
of the matter.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES.-I am pn,ying
£~O a year as a rail way rate for the lille between Lilyd ale and \Varburton.
The Hon. J. D. BROWN. - If the
principle of loading the land is fair it
should be carried out in conn€xion with
every railway line 111 the State that
does not pay.
Last session a question
of this character was raised, and I then
referred to three 01' fOllr rail way lines ill the
richest part of the State that are responsible
for a loss of £44,000 every year. I know
most of the men who gave evidence before
the Railways Standing Committee. and who
want the Hichardsoll Valley line constructed. They did not want to mislead the
Rail ways Standing Committee, but were only
doing their best to cscape the' enormous
tax of carrying their prod nee to stations a
long distance away. 1 will show directly
how the Railways Standing Committee came
to refuse their sanction for this linc on the
evidence of one railway ottieial.
In mv
opinion, the Haihvays Standing Committe~e
came to a wron~ decision in not recommeud·
ing the construction of this line.
An HONOflABLE )IE~fBER.-It was the
Honse that threw the Bill out, not that Committee.
The HOll .•J. D. BTUnr~.-I am speaking
now of what the Committee' recommended.
The Hon. n. ~1ELYILLE.-The Committee
recommended the constrnction of this line.
The HOll. J. D. BUOWN. -This is what
they recommended in their report-

That is the opini01l exprcsseu uy fanner after
farmer who gave evidence beforo tho Hailvmys Standing Committl'e. They all said
that, with a. railway, they would be able to
cultivate more laud, and therefore have more
freight for the Hailway Department.
The Hon. D. MELVIJ.LE.-It would put £2
an acre 011 to the value of the land if they got
a railway.
'fhe HOll. J. D. HHOWX.-These l>l'ople
have paid taxes for thirty-five years for l'ctilways ""hich put ten times £2 ou to the value
of the land in the districts through \\'hich
they flm. If it is a fair thiug to talk of luauing the land then start and load those lands
as well.
The Hon. D. MELVILLE. -This place is
between two railways 15 miles apart.
(I) That the Board of Land and Works fix the
The Hon. J. D. BRO'YN.-The fanners .onnda.ries
of the railway district or area which will
have to cart their produce to t he rail way be enhanced in value by the construction of the
stations, a good distance away, for four or tire railway.
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(2) That the land-holders within tha.t area hand
C)ver to the Board of La.nd and Works, free of
-<:harge, the land required for railway purposes, and
be obliged to contribute £750 per annum for twenty
years towards meeting any loss resulting from the
working and maintenance of the line after providivg for paympnt of interest on the cost of the
railway. The first year's payment of .£750 to be
lodged with the Commissioners of Railways before
,the building of the line is entered upon.
As a matter of fact, I do not think the Commissioners have anything to do with con.structing the line.
It is the Department
{)f Public Works, and the money will have
.to be lodged with tile Treasurer. The
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trict and writes a. report to the Commissioners,
in which he tells them that in his opinion
there will be no new traffic whatever brought
to the ra.ilway system by the building of this
line. Now, that is directly in conflict with and
in the teeth of the sworn statements of every
farmer who went before the Committee. Is
it reasonable, or fair, or proper that the Committee should accept that man's stMement
and disbelieve the statements of the farmers
themsel ves ~
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-There are two

railways in that district now, and they get
all the traffic.
report continues :The PRESIDENT.-I must a!:lk the honorShould the railway, with the assistance of the able member to continue the debate. and not
.anaual contribution of £750, earn sufficient to pay
the annual working expenses, and also the main- allow it to degenerate into a conversation
tenance and interest charges, the contribution to between two individual members.
~e diminished from time to time to such amount as
The Hon. J. D. BROWN.-This superinthe Commissiollers of Railways may deem neces- tendent of stations, in a letter t~ the
.-sa.ry to make the railway a paying one. The railwa.y rate to be levied <?n the la.nd with~n the dis- Commissioners, stated that the projected
trict on Ion &creage basls, and to vary In amount line would bring no additional traffic to
a.ccording to its proximity and me Ins of access to t.he railways. After careful consideration
the nearest railway sta.tion or siding. In the case the Commissioners concurred in the view
-of any property being less than 10 acres in area,
the rate to be based on the municipa.l valu&tion of expressed by the superintendent of stations,
,such property. LlIoIlds and buildings exemptJrom and consequently the line referred to could
municipa.l rating to be exempt from the raIlway not be given any credit in respect of traffic
rate.
transported over existing rail ways. Now, I
I do not desire to say anything objectionable think I am not wrong in saying that there
with reference to t,he Railways ~tanding is at present an Act of Parliament unrepealed
-Committee, but I cannot see how they arrived which says that from the time of the open.at the conclusion which they did on the ing of a branch railway or continuation of
-evidence submitted to them. The evidence an existing railway, that particular section is
points to the fact that the Richardson Valley to be credited with 40 per cent. of the
line would have paid had it been constructed traffic sent over the main line. The officer
-on reasonable terms.
who was examined before the Coml!nittee did
The Hon. D. MELVILLE.-Then there was not dispute this, but he said it was not the
no need to be afraid of taxation.
cllstom to credit the lines with that percenThe Hon. J. D. BROWN.-I know that tage until they had been built and kept
if their be no loss, the land-owners will not running for some time. N ow, that seems to
require to pay in respect of the loadiug, be a foolish answer. The estimated loss on this
but what the residents object to is being put line is £750 per annum; hut if it is credited
to unnecessary expense in forming a trust to with the 40 per cent. for the traffic over the
-carry out the conditions which were made. main line from the time the new line is built,
There is no Act of Parliament that compels a that loss disappears. Yet the residents are
man to contribute to the loading system, and to be compelled to go to the expense of form.:another Bill would have had to be introduced ing a trust. I do not know the cost of
to provide for that. My argument is tha.t it these trusts; but, judging from what
is unfair to make these men spelld appeared in the press about a railway
their money and time in forming a trust trust, not very far from Melbourne, the costs
to find the guarantees necessary, only to get are enormous. I forget the figures, but it
the money back aiterwards minus the costs. would startle honorable members to know the
Farmer after farmer in the distl'ict has cost to which that trust was put in legal and.
-declared that if they get rid of this burden other expenses. Some of the land-owners
-of carting they will cultivate their land to a would not sell, and the matter had to be
greater extent than a.t present. My ~bjec- fought out before a County Court Judge,
tion to the position taken up by the Ratlway who held sittings covering a long period,
Department is this, that one of the officers of with the result that the costs were multiplied
the Department, who is designated the super- into thousands of pounds. I think that. sort
intendent of stations, goes through this dis-· of thing should be avoided as far as possible.
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I would not stand up in my place in this chamber and advocate the expenditure of money on
any line of railway that is going to be a
white elephant. At the same time, honorable members to-night cheerfully voted money
for the y.j alhalla. rail way, and the \'Valhalla
railway is "not in it" in compari!:)oll with
the line to the
Richarclson
Valley.
I am astonished that the Hail ways
Standing Committee did not advocate the
construction of this particular railway. I
hope the Attorney-General will bring the
facts I am stating before his colleague, the
Minister of Railways.
If he does so, I am
satisfied that the Minister of Railways, with
his common sellse and sound judgment, will
agree that this line should be built at 011ce
without any loading or charges beillg put
upon it. rrhe figures as to freight on the
line are, I think properly, conservative rates.
The estimates are conservat.ive on one l:lide and
not cOllservati ve on the other. I do not
object to that. Railway engineers are
always anxious to make their estimates as
conservative as possible.
On the other
haud, they are careful not to over-estimate
the revenne to be derived from the line.
The expenditure on the line is estimated by
the Committee at £2:813 per annum. Allowing 4 per cent. on £37,000 odd, being the
cost of constrnction, whilst the estimated
revenue is £2,060, I venture to sav that
the revenue is under-estimated because
the estimate is based upon an annual return
of somet.hing like 10~ bushels of ",hent per
acre, whereas the farmers have been getting
much larger returns than that of recont
years. Everyone knows that wirh the advance
of agricultural science, and the use of better
methods of enltivation, more can be got
out of the land than has been got out of
it in the past; and instead of an average
return of lO~ bushels per acre 1 think
the aVtrage In this district is more
likely to be 13 or 14 bushels. Therefore,
even if there be 110 increase in the area under
cultivation, the estimated loss of £750 per
annum entirely disappears; and if the new
line is credited, as it should be, with 40 per
cent. of the traffic it brings to the main line,
then, instead of there being a loss, there will
be a profit of £1,200 or £1,300. Another
thing which mnst not be f6rgGtten, is that the
cost of earning the rail way revenue last
year was only 52 per cent. That is to say,
every £100 that went into the railway till
cost £52 to earll, and showed a profit of
£48.
Therefore, if the cost of the
traffic on this line is only 52 per cent., the
difference, will go towards dissipating the'
Ron. J. D. Broum.

Add1·ess-in-Reply.

loss. Last session honorable members in this
House a.ssisted very much in endeavouring to
increase the productivity 0f tbis State by
helping the Government to pass the Closer
Settlement Act. Now here you have men
already on the land, find who have been there
for thirty years, having brought up their
families there. If this line of rail way is not
built it will be tantamollnt to saying to these
mell, "Unless you people are prepared at
once to give the land free and to form a
trust to guarantee the loss on the iille you
will haTe to go without a railway at. all." I~
that a fair thing for Parliament or the
Government to say to these mOll, when at
the same time we are askillg the:-;e very men
to join in the risk that we all take in embarking on these new schemeH of closer
settlement! If there was ever a case where
a railway should be bmlt without any hesitation at all, and as quickly as possible ill'
order to let the people know about it before the
next harvest, it is this 0110. I am I:!luprised
that the Railways Standing Committee should
have accepted as gOl:lpel the statement of one
railway official. I do not know the gentleman. He is probably a most conscientious;
railway officer. But I am quite sure that his;
statements should not be accepted to contradict the statements of the men in the
district. I had the pleasure of accompanying the Comrnittee in their trip to the district,
and it could readily be seen that if the farmers
were relieved from the excessive strain of carting, they would cultivate much more lal~d.
We all know that horses are not cheap just
now. Every five-horse team that carries the
wheat of these farmers to the rail way station
represents £250 at the least. It is putting
on these men the duty of embarl{ing far
more capital in their llndort~king than thereis any necessity for. They have not the advantage that some othf'r districts ~njoy of
baving stone with which they can make road~
cheaply. The Railways Standing Committee
agreed with that, and recognised how bad the
roads were. I think it is rather a shortsighted policy not to construct a line of
rail way in such a district. The worst that
could happen is the loss of £750 a year. Is
it worthy ~f the Minister of Railways in a
country 1ike this, with an overflowing
treasury, and with every desire to encourage cultivation of the soiJ, that obstacles
should be thrown in the way of the producers in this manner ~ I do hope that the
A ttorney-General will have an opportunity
of disclUlsing the matter with his colleague,
the Minister of Rail ways, a.nd t.hat some
good may come of the discussion. Time-
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goes on. We are new in the month of July,
and if this work were taken in hand almost
immediately, the railway could be built-it
is n'Jt a very difficult prvposition, because it
is all level, plain country-and the line could
be ready tl) bring the harvest over the
railways next year with grea.t benefit
to the Rail way Department. If there
is anv doub~ at all about the wisdom
of tbe undertaking, surely to goodness
these men are entitled to the benefit of
the doubt. There is another matter which
is mentioned towards the close of the Governor's speech, and to which I desire to refer.
The Government intend to introduce a measure for the establishment of children's
Courts for the hearing of charges against
children. In that connexion I would make a
suggestion to the Government that they
should allow truancy cases to be heard before
a children's Court. I had occasion a week
ago to be present in a Court of Petty Sessions in the country where some seven or
eight mothers were present in cOllnexion with
truancy cases. Certain evidence was being
heard in the Court that it was not desirable
for women to listen to; but they had to sit
there for an hour and a half and listen to that
evidenoe before their own cases were oalled
on. I think that this is a matter that might
be reasonably considered by the Government.
It occurred to me at the time, not knowing
anything just then about the. scheme for
children's Courts, that the Court might
be held at the State scho())l for the
hearing of truancy cases instead of dragging the parents to the Police Court.
There is a proposal to establish a Mining
Accident ReHef Fund. That, I think, is a
measure which it is very proper and wise to
pass. I do not know what the scheme is; but
I hope that not only will the Government
assist in connexion with the fund, bnt that
some scheme will be devised under which not
only the miners, but the employers also, will
contribute something to the fund in relief of
aocidents which, notwithstanding what precautions are taken, are almost certain to
happen in the dangerous oocupation of
mining. Very often a man is killed or
maimed for life, from some cause which is quite
inexplicable. In some cases this happens
from carelessness, no doubt, but in many
cases these accidents happen when the utmost
caution is exercised. The State derives a
considerable amount of benefit from the
mining industry, the men derive their
subsistence, and the proprietors, in some
cases, derive large profits, and the State,
the workmen, and ihQ proprietors should
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contribute each equitably towluds such a
fund as is required for this purpose.
We lire also promised measures for dealing
with mining royalties and tributes, dredging
and hydraulic sluicing, the consolidation of
the mining Acts, and other subjects. Thei)e
are matters of great importance, and I had
suoh matters as these in mind when, at the
beginning of my address, I urged tha.t the
Government might introduoe measures into
this Chamber, so that this Honse might have
something to go on with while the other
House is thrashing out measures which must
be introduced in that Chamber. I think.
however, that a seotion of the last Constitution Act Amendment Act removes some of the
difficulties that were thought to exist in regard
to bringing the measures here which imposed
fines and penalties of some sort. These difficulties, I think, have now disappeared.
There is also this additional reason why this
might be done. The Ministers in charge of
Departments are now at liberty to come into
this Chamber and explain measures whieh •
they introduce in connexion with their Departments. Previous to that provision being
there
inserted
iu
our
Constitution,
might have been some reason why many
measnres were not brought in
here
in the first instance, as the Minister
with whose Department they dealt might be
sitting in tbe other Chamber, and desire to
introduce his measure there. Rut under the
present Constitution I see no reasou why he
should not come to the Council and introduce
the measure in this House. 'l'hat course
would result in saving time, and give this
House work to do at the same time as the
other Chamber. That would avoid what happened during the last two seSSiOIl::;1, when, for
the first two months, the Conncil met and
then very shortly adjourned for a fortnight
or so, members having been brought her&
from all parts of the country to sit in the
House for an hour or two, and then go away
without any business being done. It rests
with the Government to remove that objection, and the Government ought, if possible~
to remove it.
The 1-1 on. J. 11. PRATT.-I feel that I
must not take up too much time, and therefore I will make but few remarks, which I
hope will be pointed, and assist us to come to
a conclusi.on this evening if possible. Mr.
Brown has taken some of the ,vind out of my
sails. I concur with what he stated in
reference to the desirability of doing what
we can to borrow our money in this
State. I do not say that we can borrow all
we want, but I feel sure Ihat if we follow

The Governo1" s Speech.

[COUNCIL.]

that policy, alld if we provide for some payments ou account, we shall get the loans
most successfully. I think we are quite able
llOW to raise money locally, although, of
·course, I will not go so far as to say that we
can do without foreign assistance. But if we
follow out the policy of trying to pay something off, it will not only strengthen 0111'
position, but ~ead people to invest money in
.our funds. Mr. Brown and other honorable
members h:we sp0ken very highly of the
'workdone by the ~linistryduringthe past year,
I concur in all they have said in regard to
that. I think that the programme the Government have put before us, and their
administrative q nalities also, have been satisfactory to every member of this Honse, and
I hope that the Government will continue on
these lines. It means good work for the
:State, and also something good for the prosperity of the country. 1 would not have
troubled myself to say much on this oceasioll,
but that Mr. Roes took up much of our time
• here by first of all censuring the Government,
if I may use the expression, and, after that,
baving a tilt at the CCl'poration of Melbourne. The honorable gent.leman named
myself as
memMr. Aikman and
'bel'S of that body.
1 accept the
honorable member's challenge. I am proud
to belong to that corporat.ion; it is not every
man who can be there. The members of
the corporation are good business men, who
do not give too much time to what they call
idle va,ponrings, hut apply themselves to work
and do their bCl:)t for the ci tiZCllS. In the
·course of his remarks, Mr. Rees said, with
regard to the qnestion of providing marketsI have been looking into this question a little
lately, alld I am sorry to see that there is nothing
mentioned about it in the Governor's speech. The
o(~overnment apparently are not proposing to do
.anything this session towards providing ma.rkets
for the produce we grow.

I take great. exception to that. I give the
Uovernment every credit, and I say that they
ha.ve not only done good work in that
respect, but they have also appointed a very
excellent man in Mr. Taverner, who is doing
the very best work in London, and to whom
we all attribute praise . . 'l'he Government
has also sent two agents to the East-Mr.
Levien and Mr. Sinclair.
The HOll. H.. B. RBEs.-I was dealing with
local markets.
'1'he lIon. J. M. PRATT.-'l'he honorable
member took the opportunity of tackling the
-Government by giving a kind of rub up and
.then a rt;tb down. The honorable member
accorded the Government a certain amount
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and followed up that by attacklllg them. I do not believe in tha.t sort of
thing. I do not believe in an honorable
member beginning by buttering them up
and finishing by rubbing them down. The
honorable menlber continuedI should like to draw attention to our local
markets more particularly. I admit straight away
that the Government have done a great deal
towards finding ma.rkets a.broad for our produce .

The Hon. H. B. REEs.-What about what
you said just now?
The Han. J. M. PRATT.-I have not
done yet. The honorable member went
onI .am h~artiJy in Rupport of the process of
dealmg wlth butter, rabbits, and other produce at
the Government Cold Stores.

After that he saidBut we seem to have neglected entirely our
most important market.

This is what I was clealing with.
honorable member continues-

The

The people of Victoria, our home consumers
are our most importa.nt market so f/lor a.s we ar~
concerned.

rrhe Hon. H. n. RE1i:s.-" Our most important market."
You never read that
before.
The l'HESIDENT.-I mustask t.hehonorable member not to interrupt.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT.-Honorable
members can see now the little brine that is
going in to it.
.In ~felbol\rne, which is nearly the whole of
VlCtOl'la, we have l1early 600,000 consumers. This
great market is a.llowed to drift of its own free
will, without any process of regulation, without, as
a m&tter of fact, facilities heing provided either by
the Government or the City Council for the disposal of our prod ucts.

At this stage Mr. Aikman made an interjection, but I leave that honorable member to
speak for himl:)elf. Then Mr. Rees continuedI can see that the honorable member is anticipating what I am going to say. He is a member
of a body of people who are simply sacrificing the
producers in order to obtain la.rger revenues out of
the markets that were originally granted for the
producers of the State.

The Hon. H.. B. HEEs.-Hear! hear!
The Hon. J. M. PRATT.-That is the
charge which the honorable member makes.
I can quite understand that he is rather
ignorant about these things. He comes to
Melbourne to have a look at us, and now
poses as one of the wise men of the East.
The HOD. R. B. RRI~s.-I rise to a point
of order, Mr. President. Is it correct for an
honorable member to say that another honorable member is ignorant~
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The Hon. R. B. REES.-Yes. YVe send
The PRESIDENT.-I do not think it is
out of order for an honorable member to say poultry from there.
The HOll. J. M. PRATT.-If they send
that another honorable member is ignorant
on some particular topic. Of course, we are poultry from there, I do not think they are
not all omuiscient, and an honorable member always wise, because they pass very importmay know everything on some subjects and ant markets on the route. Bendigo is able·
to take a great deal of that produce from.
not have so much information about others.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-An honorable Swan Hill and the surrounding districts, and
member makes a statement, and another they do a big trade in that respect. Then
honorable member risel:! and says that the there are Ballarat and Geelong available as.
honorable member is ignorant when he makes markets for the honorable member's conthat statement. Is that correct?
stituents and for mine. The honorableThe PRESIDENT.-I do not think that member also stated that the Government are
is out of order, because an honorable member supine. He overlooks the brilliant services·
may be ignorant on that particular question. rendered by the Minister of Agriculture in
The HOll. J. M. PRATT.-I did not connexion with freights, for the Minister has.
charge the honorable menlber with being made most advantageous arrangements for the
ignorant, because the honorable member may carriage of butter-one of our most important
be very wide awake. What I think is that products-to other countries. Could the
the honorable member has not gone far honorable member have not given the·
enough. The honorable member oontinued- Government some credit for what they have
With regard to the question of these ma.rkets done there?
I should like Mr. Aikman, who is a member of the
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-I was talking of
City Council, to contradict me if he can. Mr. the horne markets.
Pratt is also a member of that body.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT.-The honorableHe then goes on to speak about his visits to member was talking of Swan Hill, not of
the Western Market.
I say that if he had Melbourne-that is the trouble. I say withtaken the trouble he would have found out out hesitation that we have a very good
that the Western Market was not built by Government.
The Hon. R. B. REEs.-And a very bad
the City Council. Henry Miller took the
"
opportunity of obtaining a twenty years' City Council.
'rhe Hon. J. M. PRATT.-I cannot
lease of tha.t ground: and erected the premises
which are now upon it. Does the honorable help saying that that is where the honorable
mem ber desire us to pull those premises down member's ignorance comes in.
I do not·
in order to provide a few stands for the sale want to be severe on this honorable member,
of those products which he mentioned ~ The and I do not wish to take too long on this.
honorable member also said that the cor- point; but the honorable member charges us
poration were drawing immense revelllll'S with not providing markets, and states that
from these places. I will nut go into that facilities are not being" provided either by
question. The honorable member must kllow the Government or the City Council for the
that t.he corporation revenues are always disposal of our prodllcts"-none whatever.
anticipated. I say that the site ha'3 been I have the list here of the markets that are
turned to a uMful purpose, and that the carried on in the City of Melbourne, not., of
frontages are well occupied by professional course, for the benefit of the citizens only,
men and business people, while the square but for the producers who supply the
inside the market is maintained as a place markets. The corporation are not supposed
where the wholesale frH-it merchantti cn,rry on to build huge places for the whole of the
their businel'ls. The honorable member also State, and I say that the honorable member
told the House about his visit to some has plenty of markets if the rates of freight
poultry auctioneers in Melbourne. Could favour him. As to the charge that thereanything be more trivial than to tell us about are no facilities for producers in Melbourne,
how fowls are sold, and what price the con- I would point out that the Western Market
sumer pays?
is a fruit market, wholesale only, and quite
The Hon. R. B. REES.-It is Bot a trivial capable-l will not say of doing the whole·
industry by any means.
trade-The Hon. J. M. PRATT.-I am trying to
The Hon. R. B. HERS. -That is the point.
put the honorable member on the right track.
The Hon. J. M. PRA1'1'.-The honorThe honorable member speaks of producers in able member is like a drowning man who
tbe back bush, and I take it that that means sna.ps at a wisp of straw. It is net the only
up at Swan Hill.
m3.rket. Then there is the Queen Victoria..
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1.ltlrket. If any honorable members could
~pare a. mornillg to go and soe that market
they would find it thronged with producers
nnd buyers. It is a market which would be
a credit to any city in the world. That is a
hig statement to make, but it is correct. It
has every convenience. It is covered in,
and this protects the man's horse when
it is backed into the stand, H.nd also
This
protects the people who are there.
market is for fruit, yegetables, dairy produce, meat, fish, rabbits, poultry-wholesale
and retail-and is open three days weekly
and Oll Saturday evening. Is not that giving
facilities for the men the honorable memher spoke about· 1 'fhe Eastern Market is
nothing more nor less now than a retai 1market.
It is used for fruit, vegetables, dairy produce,
poultry, and miscellaneous goods. We have
a to;plendid hay market, where the farmers can
hack in their loads, and every facility is given
them to sell their hay. 'fhen there are the
cattle markets. I do not say they are perfl~ct, but I happen to be chairman of the
committee, and I am doing my best to meet
the requirements of onr customers, to protect
them, afford shelter for their cattle, and give
them the best accommodation possible. We
have de~iccating works to treat the manure,
and the slaughter-yards and everything connected with them are a credit to the Melbourne City corporation. ",Ve spare no pains
to make them right, keep them clean, and
comply with the Health Officer's reports.
The horse, cow, allCI pig ma.rket is another
very large uranch of Ollr markets. I t is at
the top end of Eli7.abeth-street. This is
where the dairy cattle come in. All these
are well protected and looked after. Our
fish market challenges comparison with any
part of the world. Out of that fish market
we got into the freezing works. )Iy honorable friend says that the freezing works are
doing nothing, but in 1890 but for the refrigerating and freezing works it would have
been a yery hard case indeed for many of the
producers of this country if· they could not
have sent their butter and rabbits to be
frozen and taken care of there. I mention
these matters to show that this corporation
which is doing nothing, whose only object is
to get all the money it can out of the
customers that come there, is really doing a
great deal of good work I do not know
whether I have satisfied the House; but I
llave given facts which can be very easily
verified on application at the Town Hall, and
1 give them on my own character and authority. Before members commence to traduce
public bodies they should be more sure of
Hon. J. M. Pratt.

Address-in-Reply.

their facts. I do not blame the honorable
mem1:>er if he is only half seized of the facts,
for he may, 011 the spur of the moment, have
thougpt he was on the right track.
The Hon. R. B. RKEs.-I did it deliberately.
The HOll. J. M. PRA'rT.-The honorable
member has always been known as preacbing
country against town.
The Hon. R. B. REES.-N ever in my
lIfe.
The Hon .•T.l\L PRATT.-The object of this
attack is simply to get some local paper to
copy from Hansa1·d what my honorable friend,
H. Bloomfield H.ees, said in this House
against the City Council as against country
interests. Country interests are as much to
me as anything in this land. I have been for
many years in the country, I have conllexions
in the country, and I pay in wages now more in
one week than the honorable member does in
the whole of the year, yet this is the man
who talks to me on the floor of this House
about what I should do and what I should
not do. I mllst take this opportunity of
defending a corporation that I know is doing
its best, that is composed now of over thirtytwo members, who are men of integrity and
of what I call good, liberal minds, desirous of
pushing this city and the country ahead. and
that is the gentleman who thinks it is his
place to stand up in this Chamber alld say
that Mr. Pratt and .Mr. Aikman are the men
he boks after. I hope I have corrected
some of the very illusionary remarks that the
Hon. R. Bloomfield Rees has addressed to
this I-louse.
The Hon. R. B. Rl'rCHlE.-I am not
going to wander freely over the whole of the
Govemor's speech. I am not going to talk
about railways and city courts, markets and
Socialism. I am going to bring under the
notice of this House a matter which I deem
to be really of some import~nce, and on
which I think a few words now may have
some effect. Wben the Bills mentioned in
the Governor's speech come before us we can
consider them, and members will have plenty
to say on them then. I desire to refer now
to a proposal of the Premier to engage a
gentleman from New Zealand to look after
the unemployed here. As a member of this
House, as a producer, and as an employer of
labour, I say that to appoint a man who ha.s
given vent to the sentiments that this man
has uttered is an outrage on this country.
I hold in my hand a copy of a letter that the
gentleman in question, Mr. Tregear, hft.s
written to a Mr. Benson. I shall not read
the whole of it, for no doubt many honorable
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members have seen it; but I shall read
one or two extracts to show the opinions of
this heaven-born man, who is coming to us
from what the late Mr. Seddon called" God's
own country." Ishol.lldsay from his language,
and the results of the administration of bis
Department in that country, that" God's own
country" will be remarkably glad to get rid
of him. He says to Mr. BensonI am one of those so fully convinced of the truth
of wh&t you say that I sometimes feel we Socialists
are the only sane people in a world of lunatics.

I have no dou bt those sentiments are shared
by some honorable members in this House
now.
I see in my own lifetime the advent ot social
rights coming up like a thunderstorm against the
wind. Here in New Zealand we keep pegging
away, sapping little by little the foundations of
ODe monstrous privilege after another.
We got
arbitra.tion upon its sturdy legs.

';Ve have got it here, but it is not sturdy.
Nowwe have again a crnsadea.gainst the landlords
in cities a.nd suburbs, because every advantage in
wages, &c., gRined for the workers by arbitration
is being exploited and neutralized by robber rents.
We ha.ve barely touched the fringe of the soiled
economic garment. So long as the wage system
endures, so long as capital holds the land,
machinery, a.nd other means of production, so
long is the bulk of our popUlation only a collection
of well·fed, well·clothed slaves I am glad to see
in your book you have driven your sh<~fts right at
the heR.d of the matter.
The only question is this-in a world consisting
of men trained in the wolf lif'S of the capitalist
system, is it best to accept nothing, to let the evils
"stew in their own gravy?"
The wage-ea.rner satisfif'd with his position and
ready to consider Tregear fnming over economic
mattets of little importance. Only when I show
them how they are being robbed does the "pleasant
afternoon" feeling give way sufficiently to take
them to the ballot·box. When, when, when will
the great American (we may add Austra.lian)
people learn that the Republican (Conservative)
IS nothing. the Democrat (Liberal) nothing, and
that there is only one real issue, yiz., that between
the robber and his victim?

I presume that those who do not represent
manual labour are the robbers, and the man
who represents labour is the victim. Thie
Mr. Tregear has been diRcovered by Mr. Bent,
the Premier, and is being brought over here
to show us how to work our nnemployed. Mr.
Bent also discovered another apostle-the
Hev. Dr. Rentoul.
The Hon. R. B. REFs.-Murray discovered
him.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-The honorable member's remarks are always Hees, bnt
they are very seldom reason. If this administrator comes from New Zealand-I hope
he won't come in the first instance, but if he
does-I hope hIS shrift will be as short as the
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Rev. Dr. Rentoul's. T suppose the reverend
doctor can lay the flattering unction to his
soul-he can qnote, like another gentleman,
the Bible to suit his own endsIf we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it eo
great thing if we sha.11 reap your carnal things?

He has traduced the State in London by
giving vent to sentiments which not one
man in fifty holds here, and the Gove1'lll1lcnt
have done a very right thing-if it has been
done-by withdrawing from him his permission to address the people of England on
behalf of this State. 'What on earth does
the parson know about the work and prosperityof Victoria? Perhaps in an up-country
placa the parson is the one who does feel
prosperity or adversity, because in prosperous
times he gets his stipend paid, and, ill othet·
times, he does not; but, except for that
little item, what on earth does a reverend
gentlemen, who is no doubt an eloquent
man and a profound Hebrew and Greek.
scholar, know, or what can he know about
the pastoral or mining industries of this State?
This is one selection the Premier has made,
and the honornble gentleman went on to
state that he does not care a rap for Mr.
'l'regear's private opinions. He is going to
have him here all the same. Mr. Tregear'8
private opiniolls have got nothing whatever
to do with him (Mr. Bent). The Premier
further states, as reported in llansaf'dI do not take the slightest notice of what has
been said about Mr. Tregear. I do not care what
his politics are. He is coming here to do business.
We have nothing to do with his politics, and if he
will bring in a. propel' scheme it will meet with our
best considera.tion.

The Hon. W. J. EVANs.-Hear, hear.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-Quite 80,
but if the honorable member will only take
time to reflect he will see that it is on account
of t.he political and private opinions of the
civil servants that he was brought into this
House.
.
The Hon. W. J. EVANs.-And the Government will generously put me out.
The Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-The Government then took a good dea,l of notice of
the private opinions of their servants-far
more than they have done since. I will give
the House a sample of the management of
the unemployed in New Zealand by this
genius who is going to tell us all about the
unemployed, t,aken from his own report for
the year ended 31st March, 1904, the latest I
have. On page It of that report is given a
tabulated statement of the number of men
assisted' by his Department from 189] -2 to
1903·4.
In 1891·2, a total of 2,593
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unemployed were assisted, of whom 1,730were
found private work and 863 Government
work. In 1892-3, the total was 3,871, while
in 1900-1 the total was 3,124, and in 1901-2
1,830, while in 190~,3 it was 3,704, and in
1903-4 it was 2,860. The enormous differ,ence disclosed by this table is that, whereas
in 1891, when there was no borrowing of
mOlley to speak of in New Zealand, only 863
mell were relieved by Government work, yet,
in tile latter years I have quoted,
the llumber of those for whom Governtlleut employment was found was respectively 2,605, 1,434-, 3,124, and 1,644.
Now, is this table, which is taken from IllS
-own book, a recommenda.tion for any man to
('Ollle to this State and tell us we do not
know how to ma.nage our unemployed 1 In
New Zealand this IlHl.tter affects the people so
much t hat the New Zealand Employers'
Federation has, within the last few days,
written to the Premier asking to have Mr.
'f},'l'cgear rf'moveu, on the ground that he held
views which reudcl'ed it impossible for him
to a.dminister jllstiee betwe'ell the employer
and the employe. A man holding such extl'cwrdillal'Y socialistic opillioul!; must be
biased, and cannot do his work in a proper
judicial mauller. I have shown you that
his direction of the unemployed diffieult) in
~ ew Zealand has resnlted in failure.
The HClll. '1'. LUXTON.-I am pleased to
hear the views expressed by the hOllorable
members \\ 110 havo spoken on the programme
for the 8esHion, and I think most hon@rable
!J1H'lllbel's axe i,leasc(l, and even delighted with
t.he prn~r,llllme that is to be placed bef()l'o
us. There are two meaSllres, olle for the
~llpprl'Hsi-on of het.tin~, and the other dealillg
with the licellsing quextioll, which will, no
.donut, Ill' fully discussed. The licensillg law
lIl'ods amelld ing', and the gambling mania
Illlllst, if pOHsible, be snppressed. What I
·desire to t-;peak on
principally is the
l'-;)Jrl'llIs ill the State tilHlllces. A great deal
of Jisl'ussio11 bas takl'lI place in the newsllapers in cOllnexioll \\'ith the income tax.
With a large :mrpllls, many "f us think that
we (Jug'ht to be relieveo to a. certain extent
,(If the incollle tax. That view, on the face
,of it, louks reasonable, but ollr position is
llOt IIOrltlal. \Ve ha.Ye to meet .£6,000,000 of
·debentllres during the next two years, and it
is ablSolutely lIecessary that that money must
be fOIl11d. I maintain, therefore, that the
GoverBtllent have acted wiHely in making the
-surplus as large as pm;sible. The majority
of the people who pay a large amonnt of
~llcollle tax ure pr~pared to suffer for 'the next
two Y("HS until the £6,000,000 is wiped
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out. About £4,000,000 of that amount falls
due within the next twelve months. Some
honorable members mav not be aware of the
fact that, if we req uired that money in London next week, we would have to pay more
for it than we would pay here, because money
is dearer in London at present than it is here.
'rhe Government, some little time ago, sought
to get interest on £800,000, but found that
the various banks here would not gi ve enough
for it. The Premier arranged with the banks
in England to lend the money at 3 per
cent. call. I merely mention this to show
how dear money is in London as compared
with Victoria. I hope the Government will
let the people of this State take as much of
the coming loan as possible, so that the interest will remain amongst us. I f, however, we had adopted that course long
ago we would have paid more for the
money, but we would have the advantage of
retaining the interest amongst us. As an
illustration of the Htate of the money market
hertl, I may mention tbat only to-day the city
corporation floated a loan of £250,000, with
a minimnm fixed at 96, and I am pleased to
~my that £415,0(}0 was offered.
'rhat shows
that the people here ha.ve plenty of money,
and are willing to lend it so as to keep the
interest among themselves. 1 know that my
remarks in connexioll with the income tax
will not be received favorably by most
people, because they have persuaded themselves that the time has arrived for a reduction. The Government has the idea in view,
when the maturing loans are paid off in a
few years, of making a great reduction ill the
income tax, but until the £6,000,000 of
debentures are redeemed I think the Government are justified in retaining the income
tax. I just wish to refer to some remarks
made by Mr. McBryde on the Governor's
speech.
No doubt, when he made those
remarks, he was allttding to the -:\letropolitan
Hoard of 'Yorks loan.' He is reported in
lIansm·d, published the week before Jast, to
have saidThere is no denying the fact that we have a large
amount of money for investment, but at the same
time I will draw attention to the bct that the last
loan floated here was a failure so far as the public
are concerned.

The honorable member mnst have been
alluding to the last loan of the Metropolitan
Board of 'Yorks, and I will show why that
loan was a failure The Board, knowing that
money was plentiful, and knowing that next
September and December they would require
a large sum of money, rushed into the market with their loan. The public took it up
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at £102 lOs. Thi:::l was a high figure, and
the money had to be paid l1ext September
and December. "'-ho was going to allow
large sums of money to remain idle for
months without getting any interest on it ?
In September they were to take up only half,
and in December the remaining half; that is
why the loan, practically speaking, was a
failure. Had the Board put it on the market and given the public six months t~ take
it up, there is not the slightest doubt it
would have been a great success. The
tendering was of that nature that no one
could get the interest until September and
December. That is the reason the loan was
not the success we all desired it; to be; but
to-day all fear is cast aside by the success
of the cit.y corporation loan, which was a 3~
per cent. loan, with a minimum of 96.
I am delighted to see the results of the
working of the rail ways, and I am sure all
honorable members are delighted.
The
management have converted a large deficit
into a surplus of about £300,000. I admit
that the good seasolls have been an important factor,.but at tthR same time I consider
that good management has been at the bottom
of it. If we had had some other persons at
the head of affairs the £300,000 might have
been squandeted. 'rhe results have been
achieved by good management, Providence
being kind, and we have a credit of nearly
£300,000 for the year's work. The percentage
of working expenses has been somethin~ like
52 per cent. 011 the gross revenue, showing
that the expenses have been kept dO\Vll, and
that the railways have been worked Oll business lines. I wish all Government concerns
were worked on snch business lines. 'l'he
railways are our principal asset. They have
cost us over £4t\,000,000, and our debt
amounts to about £52,000,000_
About
£37,000,000 of the monev invested in the rail'Ways is paying handsomei y . I think it is the
duty of the Commissioners to do in the fllture
as in the past-to make the rail ways pay, and
work them on bllsiness lille~. Separate representation has not been touched on by any
honorable member. except one of the Labour
members. ~Te all kIlo\\' that things have
changed.
A large mnjority of I~lembers
voted for separate representation, but at
that time there were very few casual hands
compared with the number now employed. I
think at that time there were between
13,000 and l!,OOU permanent hands, with
comparatively few casuals; but to-day there
are 8,000 or 9,(;00 ca~nals, ma.ny of whom
have been constantly employed for many
years past. 1 do not think it is a fair thing
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that two-thirds should be debarred from·
having the vote, when the other third, whoare casuals, have it. The principle is wrong.
As to the Hon. Mr. Evans, his days are
numbered, but in him the railway men havee
had a good friend. He bas advocated their'
cause in season and out of season, and his.
conscience must now tell him that he has.
done the right thing. He has done his best,.
and the rail way men will be glad
thank
him.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR.-The Qovernor':5 speech 011 this occasion contains a very
large number of items, a.ll of which arerather tempting to dilate upon. I certaiuly
do not intend to touch upon many of them at
this stage. We can never expl'lct that aU
the Bills will be dealt with this session. This.
Government, like most Governments, arebringing up a large number of items in thelast session of the Parliament, so that they
will have something to ~o to the country
with, and something to bring before thenext Parliament. Something has boon said
about the prosperous condition of thee
finances, and the use to which a portion of the surplus has been put.
in reducing ollr indebtedness. I am
quite sure that this House will agreewith the proposal of the Government t~
spend most of the present surplus in reducing the public debt. At the same time,.
while 1 agree with Mr. Luxton in the main
on this question, we must bear in mind that
money is very plentiful here at present.
because we have had fine harvest.s and
good wool clips and high pl1.CeS for Olll"'
wool.
Hut that state of affairs will not·
always continue, and therefore we must not,
al ways be looking forward or depending on
our own means for paying off past debts 01"'
carrying on future works.
No honorablemember wishes to increase the debt of theStcl.te, but still we mllst depend to some extent upon foreign capital, and not deplete our
resources altogether. At present, money is.
cheaper here than at home, but it will not
al ways be so. In refere.llce to the Conference·
of Premiers and .Ministers in Sydney, I am
quite sure that every honorable member
regrets that no agreement has been come to·
with the Commonwealth Government in,.
connexion with the return to the Sta.tes or
the three-fourths of excise and customs.
duties collected by the Commonwealth. I
would remind honorable· members that underthe agreement made at the first Convention,
it was provided that what is known as.
the Braddon e1ause should continue fol"'
ever. That was passed in this. and the other
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States, Lut in K ew Houth \Vales there was
not a sufficient majority for the Constitution,
and further arrangements were made between the Premiers of the different States
and another appeal made to the country. On
that occasion, New South "Vales insisted that
three-fourths of the customs and excise revenue should be returned to the States only
for ten years. In my opinion that was very unfortunate. Those ten years are rapidly passing
and no other arrangement has been made. If
nothing is done it would be possible for the
St.aLes to become insolvent, because the Commonwealth will have the power of absorbing the whole of the cllstoms aud excise
revenue and spending it as they please.
Some time ago the Premiers at the Hobart
Couference came to the conclusion that the
Braddoll clause should be extend8d for
twenty 01' thirty years. I wish that decision
had been adhered to at the recent Premiers'
COllferellce, because by that time the way
would have been clear for some new arrangement, but unfortunately they said-" We
Wll.nt a continuance of the rettu'n of the threefourths for ever." Thatia a much larger order,
and it is much more difficult. to get the Commonwealth to agree to it. It is nnst important to all the States that a permanent arrangement. should be made. I know what the Commonwealth proposes, but it would take up
too much time for me to go into that now.
rl'here nrc only one or two other matters to which I wish to refer. In connexion with the administration of the
ltailway Department, 1 give every credit
to the Commissioller:.;, and especially to Mr.
'l'ait for his careful management, thorough
knowledge of traffic arrangements, and for
the success of the work of the Department.
It has been said that 110 interference should
be allowed with the administration of the
Commissioners; hut the Act of Parliament
nuthorizing their appointment distinctly says
that the policy in connexion with t,he administration of the Department remains with the
GoVel'llOr in Council, and if there is any
policy which Parliament thinks important
to be carried ont, Parliament shouldllot give
up its rights. The Goyernor in Council is to
see that a policy which Parliament decides
shall be carried ont, must be carried out, even
if it became requisite for the Railway Department to be paid from the Consolida.ted Heyenue whateverit lost in consequence of carry·
ing out that policy. Mr. 'fait has certainly
not carried out the policy which Parliament
decided upon in connexion with ~lIlJclay
tmins. Be has deliberately defied Parliament and the Cabinet. He has iutroduced a
Hon. J. Ba!four.
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sys\em which I intend to show is a retrograde
one, and opposed to the principle that is being
carried out at present in every other country
that possesses a rail way system. That principle is t.hat a minimum of Sunday labour
should be employed with a view of all the men
in employment being f'latisfied, so that they
may work willingly and satisfactorily. HonOI'able members may smile, but I am stating
a well-known fact, and I believe I will even
convince Mr. Luxton that what I say is
right. I say that if we dissatisfy a large
body of employes in one way matters will
not go on satisfactorily in other respects.
There has never been snch an inclination as
there is at present to give Government employes in this State seven days' labour per
week, and I quite agree with Mr. Evans that
where it is neeessary to employ men on Sunday they should be paid extra-they should
not be paid the same wage as on other
days-as they ATe giving up a great right
and privilege which cannot satisfactorily
be made up for with a payment of anything. Still, they should be paid extra for
Sunday work, and if extra pay were given
for Sunday work on our rail ways, it would
have the effect of making the Commissioners
not too a.nxious to have so mU'ch Sunday
work performed. 1t has been said that Mr.
'l'ait is only employing labour on Sunday for
necessary work, but in his own memorandum
to the Minister of Rail ways he saysOne of the objects of the cheap Sunday fares
from a. railway point of view was to induce extra.
travelling on days on which the Commissioners
had a number of locomotives a.nd carriages lying
idle, and available for such extra traffic, thus increasing their revenue without incurring anyexpenditure for additional equipment.

That is to say-" I can make use of Sunday,
which is usually regarded as a day of rest,
to make money, because my equipment and
material are lying idle. I, therefore, put
these men on to get additional revenue." I
agree that Mr. 'l'ait is doing good work, but
every penny of revenue that he gets by taking Sundays away from the men, and by inducing people to ride at cheap fares on Sunday, is obtained by doing what ought not to
be done. Mr. Tait's memorandum continuesIn cQnclusion, the Commissioners do not consider that there is the same justification, from a.
railw&y point of view, for cheap fares equivalent to
those now charged on Sundays, being available on
Sa.turdays, viz., the fact that on Sundays it is desil'able to induce travel so as to make use of equipment which would otherwise be idle, while on many
Saturda.ys there is no equipment to spal'e.

What would honorable members think of a
man saying that, as there are a lot of people
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walking up and down Bourke-street idle on
Sunday night, he should open his shop on
Sundays to bring in additiona.l revenue? That
is a principle which Parliament distinctly
showeu its objection to by placing in the Act
authorizing the appointment of the Commissioners a secticm providing that there was to
be no extra Sunday traffic without the authority of the Governor in Council. The Cabinet
told Mr. Tait that if he gave cheap fares
on Sundays he must give the same fa.res
from Saturday until Monday, but instead
of doing this he put on a. few traius at
cheap rateld on "Vednesday afternoon.
That was an absurdity. It is necessary
for the Commissioners to find a wav
-of allowing people to have the same adva.ntages on week-days as are available on
Sundays.
Numbers of people would like to
go into. the country from Saturday until
Monday, or eyen until Saturday night,
but they cannot do so without paying three or four times the fare that is
charged on Sunday. In Chicago recently a
Sunday Hest Congress was held in connexion
with railway Jabour in that oity. Every
honorable member who has paid a trip to
America, as I have done on several occasions,
knows that in Chicago and the west of the
United States they are not very parti~ular
about the wayin which the Sabbath is kept, but
the working men in Chicago want their Sundays to themselves, and they are determined
to have them. The following is the statement of the general mallager of the Delaware, Lackawana, and 'Vestel'll Railway on
the subject:It ha.s always been, and is now, the policy of this
compa.ny to do as little work and run as few trains
011 Sunda.y as practica.ble.
Our business is very
la.rgely the transportation of cOII.I, and we run none
of these traiDs on Sunday. vVe run no trains that
ca.n be termed Sunday pa.ssenger trains. Perisha.ble freight, milk, a.nd live·stock trains we
do run.

Mr. C. H. Platt, general manager of the
New York, New Haven, and Hartford Rail"ay
Compu.ny, said:It ha.s never been our custom to run any large
number of trains on the Sabbath, but since 1887 we
ha.ve been governed by the following Connecticut
Rtatutes :" Section 3,523. No railway company shall run
any tra.in on any roa.d operated by it within the
State, between sunrise and sunset on Sunday,
except from necessity or mercy, provided that
l)efore 10 o'clock and 30 minutes in the forenoon, and after 3 o'clock in the a.fternoon, it may
rUn tra.ins carrying the United States mail, and
such other tra.ins, or classes of trains, as ma.y be
authorized by the Railroad Commissioners of the
Sta.te, on applica.tion made to them on the ground
tha.t the same are required by the public necessity,
or for the preservation of freight."
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vVe believe that men working six days per week
can handle as much traffic, and better, than when
required to work seven days per week.

Mr. J. M. Whitman, the ex-general mana.ger
of the Chicago and North~ Western Railway
Company, wrote : It is the policy of the management of this company,and has been for some time,to do no more work
on Sunday than is considered necessary. This position is ta.ken in recognition of what we believe to
be best for our employes.
We consider that a
break in their work occurring once in seven days
affords an opportunity for rest, and that the rest
better fits them to perform their duties on the remaining six days of the week.

A let~er from Mr. R. H. Aishton, the present
general manager of the Chicago and N orthWestern Rail way Company, relative to Sunday excursions, states : The practice has been entirely eliminated for
three or four years, and we do uot take any of this
kind of business.

The Boston Defender, in a recent issue,
says : A yea.r ago President Earling, of the Chica.go,
Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railway Company, said:" I am sick of running Sunday excursions out of
Milwaukee and Chica.go, for we take out mostly
sober men, and bring ba.ck a loa.d of drunks." A
few weeks since he visited a. city where that road
was to la.nd hundrecis of Sunday excursionists, and
studied the demoralizing effects on excursionists
and the residents of the city, and returning, ma.de
such a report- to the board tha.t he secured the
order, "Contract no more Sunday excursion
trains. " We had repeatedly called their a.ttention
to this demoralization. About 4,500 miles of Wisconsin roads, 25,000 miles of road in the north·west
freed from this curse.

Mr. D. L. Bush, general superintendent of
the Chicago, Milwaukee, and 8t. Paul Railwa.y Company, also wrote as follows : No Sunday excursion passenger trains are contracted for, and the movement of freight trains on
our line is restricted to the necessities for perishable freight and live-stock, and completing II. run
that starts on Saturday.

In connexion with the Chicago and Alton
Co., the Chicago Interior of last autumn
published the following:'Ve are interested to see how rapidly the disposition to abridge Sunday work is growing with
the managing authorities of Western railroa.ds.
The new winter time-table of the "Alton," it is
announced, cuts out nearly all the road's local
passenger trains on Sunday, and very considerably
reduces the number' of freight trains to be mo,'ed
on that day of the week. Several thousand employes, in consequence, get the new boon of a.
restful Sunday.

Then as regards the Scotch railways we have
the following item : Sir David. Stewart, chairrnan of the Great North
of Scotland Railway Compa.ny, made an interesting
statement on the question of Sunda.y trains at ,.
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80cial meeting of the Company's emploYl-s at Abel"
Ileen. H.., said it was assumed in many quarters,
now that the late chairma.n, Dr. Ferguson, of Kin·
mundy, was dead, that Sunday tra.ins would be run
on the Great North line. If the Government saw
tit to run a mail train each way on Sundays, and
gave the compallY fair rellluneration for doillg so,
It might be done; but he was totally opposed to
running tra,il1s here, there, and everywhere on Sun·
Ilays, even if it resulted in a dividend of 10 per
cent.

At the conference in Chicago, to which I
have a.lready referred, L. S. Coffin, described
as "one of the outstanding leaders of the
railroad employes on the Continent of
America, delegated to represent 100,000
railroaders," saidI say here, on my candid judgment, there is no
source of demoralization ill regcl.rtl to our 8ahbath
so great as that of the transportation companies, if
allowed to keep on their work on Sunda.ys; th;~t
unless we can arouse the public sentiment that
shall crystallize into a nationalln.w to abolish Sunday trains in this country, the SUllIla.y traills will
aboli ... h the ~abbath.

I think I have read enough to show ,vhat is
said in these modern times ill America. Let
me close with regard to this matter by mentioning one or two other points. In Canada,
from which country Mr. 'fait comes, a law
has been passed in Ontario and Manitoba,
prohibiting the operation in general of electric rail ways Oll ~unday, and a Bill is also
before the Canadian Parliament to prohibit
excursion trains or steamers on the Sabbath.
N ow let us see what is done 011 the Continent.
We ail know that the Continental Sunday is
a by-word. Any kind of amusement
and any kind of work can be carried
011 in most rarts of the Continell t on the
~abbath, but there is now a great movement right throughout Europe to gi \'0 lUen
their Sunday rest. It began in Switzerland,
and has spread all over the Continent.
Monsieur Oeluz, general secretary of the International Federation of Sunday 1\ ssoci(\,ti()l1~
of Europe, 0f Geneva, Switl':erlaml, writes ill
Sundu!! Rest in the Twmtietlt CmtufY, a~
follows : FI~LANJ).-"Therai1roadserdceofFinlan<l has
lately been challged so that no freight trains arc
I un on Sun,lays."
HOLLAND.-" In Holland the number of
freight trains run on Sunday has been actually
reduced by 99 per cent."
BELGIUM.-" In Belgium the number of
Sunoa.y freight trains has heeu reduced by 2,227
Statistics of accidents occasioned by the fault of
employ(>s on Belgium railroads show that they ha\'e
heen about 54 per cent. less frequent since the men
employed on freight trains have had their regular
rest on Sunday."
SWEDl!.:N.-" In Sweden the numher of freight
trains on SUllIlay ha~ been gradually rellueed, until
now it is only one·sixth what it was."
H on. J. Balfoll1·.
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The Hon. D. MELvnLE.-We have 110.
freight trains running here on ~l1ndays.
The HOll. J. BALFOUH.- Yes, we ha\·c.
I am not speaking, however, of freight trains ill,
Victoria, although that is one of our misfor·
tunes.
The Hon. D. M ..:LVILLE.- \Vhat i:-; thegrievance?
The Hon. J. BALFOUH.-J will tell the
honorable member. Even when the late.Mr.
Gillies was Minister of Hail ways there werefreight trains on Sunday, carr'yin~ wool and
grain, becanse of the lack of trucks. I myself introduced a o.eputation to ~Ir. Gillil'~,
and that gentleman was so convinced of the
impropriety of rUllning these trains, and of
obliging the men to carry freight on Sunday,
that he promised that when sllfficient truckswere obtained there would be no freight
trains on Sunday. 'fhat is not the case n~~w.
In the rush of t.raffic freight trains are nm
on Sunday, and men have been sOllletiml's
as long as 24 houl's on the engine. \Vho cau
expect that men can 5tand that ::;ort lIf thin~
without danger of accidents? Let me finish
what I was quotingSW7ITZERLAND.-A law of 1902, in additionto still guaranteeing to employes the fifty-two days
of rest, including. seventeen Sundays, which the
law of 1890 guaranteed them, has increased the
number of rest·days to sixty after ten years of service. It has been a struggle to preserve to the
employes of the Swiss railroads the s('\'ente~n
Sunda.ys guaranteed by law out of the fifty· t wo·
annual days of rest.

The report goes on to deal wi th other places
to which I need not refer, ano. it clo~cs with
an extract from tho ~POl'onto Globe. I t is as
follows : The ChI istian Sabbath is Itt once an institution
and a bulwark of Anglo·Saxon civiliza.tion. The
sober·mindedness of our people, their stl ength of
character, and their steadiness of purpose are due
to the rest and opportunities of our Canadian.
Sabbath as much as to any other cause. And a.t
this critical stage in our national development,
with thousands of alien trndition and alien temper
coming into every province of Canada, we can ill
afford any weakellillg of the forces that make for
soundness of moral character and integrity of
puhlic life. A day of rest with the chance of
worship is chief among those forces, and it should
be guarded sacredly by wise legislation. Parliament would do well to pass the Sunday legislation
introduced by the Minister of J nstice.

I have carefully ~lYoided going iuto the
religions question now. I have spoker. of the
danger that is incnrred whcn men ha\'e to do
without their day of rest. 'rhere is also the
injury that is done to the family because
these men are not able to bo at home on the
day w hen their families meet together. In
addition to that, there is tho danger to thecommunity of accidents arising. I do not.
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'Wish to make any exaggerated statements,
.and I will not say that the nnmber of acci-dents we have had recently on our linesfortunately very few of them have led to
fatal results-have arisen through the men
being overworked; but I say there is great
risk of it. Not only that, but if you take
.away a man's weekly day of rest there is a
great risk of making him dissatisfied and dis;-contented. And what do we gain by it? A
few thousand pounds, perhaps. As for the
facilities that are needed for Sunday travelling, I say there are plenty uf opportunities
for getting fre&h air without running Sunday
trains specially for that purpose, and turning
milk trains into passenger trains. There
is no person who cannot get fresh air
easily on Sunday without having these
udditional facilities.
1 give Mr. 'fait
all. credit for what he has dOlle, but
at the same time it is not his ability that
has brought prosperity to the country. There
is no dOll bt he has mall aged the rail \V ays well,
but it must be remembered that he came
here just after the strike, when the railway
service was reduced, and when the train services were also reduced to the lowest possible
limit.
The Hon. J. M. PRATT.-And the break
'up of the drought.
The Hon. J. BALFOUR-Yes. I say
that there are facilities we should have th~t
we have not yet obtained, both on the sub·
urban lines and on the longer country lines,
because the State is flourishing, and the
train services should not be cut down to such
call extent as is the case at the present time.
I know of some lines where the passengers
find that they cannot get a seat on the train.
In addition to that, as my honorable friend
(Mr. Pratt) poiuts out, Mr. Tait has had the
advantage of a tide of prosperity, and of excellent seasons. I do not detract in any way
from Mr. 'fait's ability in the management of
the Department; but I say he has committed
a. great blunder with regard to Sunday travelling, and I hope that in the future a different policy will be followed by him in this
respect. Turning now to other matters, I do
not wish to refer too much to those points
which have been already discussed; but I
think we may say that the Government are
to be congratulated upon the success so
far of their Closer Settlement Act. I say
this bec~use soma honorable members have
made Borne very critical remarks as to the
amount which the Government have paid
for land. I would rather pay a high
price "for good land than get bad land for
Ilext to nothing. If we are to have success-
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ful settlement we must have good laud.
Above all we must have a good beginning.
I believe in opening up Cruwn lands; but I
think we have much reason to be thankful
that the Government have done so well as
they have. I have great confidence in the
men appointed to look after the purchase of
the land, and I belieye on the whole the
scheme will result in great success. The
Small Improved Holdings Bill is another
measure which should be a snccess. I will
not deta.in the House any further, but I
wanted particularly to show to honorable
mem bers that a retrograde policy in this
country is not one that we should adopt.
The HOll. M. CUSSEN.-I do not wish
to detain the House at any length, bnt I
should be wanting in my duty if I did not
add my congratulatiolls to the Government
upon the excellent programme they have
presented to the country. I have heard it
spoken of in my district as one of the best
ever presented to Parliament. Jt is a success
in all respects, and the country, I am sure,
will be very glad of it. I notice in the
Governor's speech that His Excellency has
been pleased to give the producer credit for
much of the prosperity that has come to us.
He says;The bountiful rains with which Victoria has for
some time past been favoured have resulted in
another rich ha.rvest, and there is a prospect of
highly profitable returns in every branch of natura.l
production during the cominet season. These circumstances have not only greatly improved the
condition of the people, but have resulted in a large
increase in the public revenue.

But whilst we are always praising the producer and the farmer, the Government should
do their very best to give what assistance
they can, because it is an acknowledged fact
that, while the Government are doing a little
to promote the prosperity of this country,
Providence is doing a great deal more. The
Government can assist the producer in many
ways. There is one thing that is particularly
wanted, and that is a better market for the
by-products of the producer. My honorable
friend, Mr. Pratt, took occasion to tell us all
about what the City Council of Melbourne
was doing; but he has not answered a single
one of the questiolls that were put the other
night by Mr. Rees. Mr. Pratt does not deny
that the City Council receives a large annual
rent for the market buildings. If provision
is not made fur the sale of these by-products,
it is the duty of the Government to
take steps to establish a ma.rket for that
purpose. This is especially the case
with
regard
to
fruit.
The
fruitgrower may get ld. a pound for his fruit,

The Governo'r's Speech:

[COUNCIL.]

but the shopkeeper will get 3d. or
more, and
will
make more money
out of it than the man whom it has
taken six months to grow the fruit. 'Vhen
I was in Sydney recently I could not help
comparing the Sydney markets with our own
fruit markets. There is real1y no comparison.
I have not looked at the Eastern Market, but
I understalld that it is a kind of Johnny-allsorts shop. Yon can buy lollies there, or
indulge in rifle shooting, or anything of that
sort, but it is of no use whatever for the
purpose for \\' hich the market was original1y
intended. A::; for the Western Market, it is
so useless as a produce market that many
fruit salesmen and others have been obliged
to go elsew here in order to find accommodation. There is 110 roof over the market, and
1 have seen nly own stuff left exposed to the
open air. As for the Victoria :Market, I do
not want to cry" stinking fish," but you can
get all sorts of smells if yon go to that
market.
J n one corner yon may find
a heap of ::;table refuse, and ebewhere
yon come across all sorts of rubbish.
I went to the Sydney market, which was
roofed in and had a dry floor and dry stallds,
and was a pleasant place for anyone to go
into. I conld see that every workillg man, as
he passed alon~ carrying his lunch with him,
bought some fruit from these stall:::;, and
then went into the train at UedfeI'll_ I am
told that the reta,il trade is worth a lot to
the market. If the Government here consider that the nmrl<et reserves are not
being devoted to the purpose for which they
were given or that these purposes are not
being carried out properly, and that the
markets are not being put to their proper
use, it iii their duty to take charge of them,
and put them to their proper URe, so that a
suitable market may be provided.
The Hon. n. B. HEES.-Alld taken from
the City Council.
The HOll. M. UUSSEN.-I am not going
to pay attention to interrnptions.
'Ve
made an offer to the South Melbourne
Council that we would guarantee them
£12,000 if they would build a good central
market near Prince's-ul'idge. 'rhe South
Melbourne Council attempted to do that,
but big marvellous Melbourne came in and is
going to annex South Melbourne as it has
annexed North Melbourne, and our fruit
market has to stand over till f),nother time,
unless the City Council take the matter up.
I say that wonders have been done for our
chief products that are handled in Melbourne,
such as wool, cattle, and grain, and with regard to them we have no complaint. But as
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to the by-products, the right sort of means is
not provided for bringing the consumers, the
mass of the people, in contact with the trade.
Before long something must be done, because
I hold that fruit is one of the greatest staple::;,
along with bread and beef, as an article of
food for the working people, aud it should be
sold at such a price that it will reach everybody. I think that Mr. Hees has been Ull.
fairly set on because he has been unable to
obtain information. I think the Government
ought to look into this matter, and if the
City Council wi11 not do what is wanted the
Government should make provision in this
respect at one of the railway stations. There
are plenty of railway stations where there is
ample ground to provide what is wanted, and
I hope that before another session there will
be a good central market established for the
by-products of the farm. This would increase the prosperity of the producers, as it
would enable them to get rid of their products to the best advantage. I would not
detain the House longer, but I cannot help
referring to the licensing q uestion_ As an
old New Zen lander, I am well acquainted
with the hotel laws of that Colony. At the
time of the diggings ill New Zealand there
was very little restriction put on the issue of
licences, and almost everybody could get :l
licence, and a very inferior kind of house was
used for these purposes. They were all
wooden honses, small and cheap.
This condition of affairs continned for years. When
it became a question of closing these up, it
entailed but small loss compared with what
would have happened if the sanJe thing was
dODe in this ~tate, and I hope the Government will not be carried [l,\vay too far by the
cry that is being raised on this subject. I
do not hold a brief for the liq lIor trade, but
I hope the Government will be moderate and
reasonable in the provisions of their Bill, and
that they will take particular notice of whai
has been said by Mr_ McLe)]an, who is not in
favour of <.:onfiscating anybody's property,
and that fair and reasonable compensation
will be given, as well as fail' and reasonable
notice, when these things take place. As to
our loans, I think that an excellent step has
been taken by the Government. I have had
it from an honorable member beside me, who
is a financier, that there is plenty of mOlley
in Victoria, and that a loan floated here
would be taken up immediately. I believe
that money is cheaper here than in London,
and I consider it a wise plan that our loans
should be dealt with in the future by our
own people. Before sitting' down I should
like to congratulate the Premier and his
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colleague, the Minister of Water Supply, on
their dealings with the question of the
Murray waters. In the new division made
between the States, we are to get 50,000
cubic feet a minute more than we were to get
under the arrangement made by Mr. Irvine
when he had the matter last in hand. Very
luckily and pr0perly, I think, the irrigation
trusts of the conntry raised such a howl
against the arrangement that Mr. Irvine
abandoned it. The llew arrangement is a
considerable improvement on the old bargain,
and we should be all very pleased to accept
it. I think, however, that New South
Wales is getting the best of the bargain, and
I hope that some provision will be made by
which that State will not be allowed to draw
the waters of tbe Darling and the M urrumbidgee, aud then claim a bigger share of
the Murray waters than we are to get.
I hope when the Rill comes before us we shall
pay special attention to that. I have not.hing
more to say than to thank the Government
for the programme they have submitted and
to join with the rest of the Honse in expressingonr appreciation of the excellent manner in which the Government have dealt in
the past with the affairs of this country. I
should like, however, to say something about
what fell from Mr. Balfour, who was continually praising t.he Hail ways Commissioners,
and also finding fault with them, something
after Mr. Rees' methed as descri bed by Mr.
Pratt. I am among the large numher who believe that the Commissioners are doing well ;
but where Mr. Balfour found fanlt with the
Commissioners was with regard to their compelling people to \vork on t;unday. If that
is so I would be entirely against it. If a
man d&es not work voluntarily on Sunday he
should not be compelled to work. I thank
honorable members for the attention they
have given me.
The HOll. W. J. EVANS.-T, along with
ma.ny other honorable members of this Chamber, feel that I can congratulate the Government on bringing in so many measures that I
thoroughly believe in, and the majority of
which I may say are what most Labour members have advocated for some time. I particularly congratulate the Government on their
promise; to do what I came into this House
to bring about, and what I was sent here for,
and that is, to secure the repeal of separate representation. Any honorable member who
comes into this Chamber wil h a distinct object in view, and has the pleasure in seeing
taat object being realized, as I have, has a perfect right to congratulate, and can be expected
to congratula.te, the Govel'llment or whoSe88ion 1906.-[8]
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ever else it is who brings in the requisite
measure. I am perfectly satisfied t.ha.t now
that the Government have made that a Government measure, it will be carried in this
House. I have no hesitati@ll in saying that it
will be carried in the other place, and 1 know,
from what honorable members have told me,
that this House only carried separate representation at the poiut of the bayonet. Now that
the Government are prepared to bring in the
measure, and allow members free scope upon
it, I am quite sure it wilJ be carried, and
that those whom I have the honour to represent will be placed on a par with other
citizens. There is only one thing I dislike
in connexion with the matter, as it is referred to ill a speech delivered by the
Premier, and that is where the honorable
gentlemeu said that this was an act of
generosity. I do not. think it is an act of
generosity; I think it is an act of justice.
When gentlemen whom the King honours
are placed ill an inferior position to the
naturalized Chinese with respect to the
franchise, I say that they have been treated
in a manner that no right-thinking cit.izen
would advocate at the present time. I agree
with :Mr. Hicks in his ~tatement that had
the measure 'been sent before the country at
the time it was passed, in order to ascertain
the feelings of the electors upon it, it would
never have been passed into law. However,
it was passed into law, and I am pleased now
that the system is going to be abolished, and'
that those whonl I have the hOllour to represeut will be placed in the same position as
the other citizens of this State. I must congratulate Mr. Balfour on the excellent information he has given us in connexion with
the Sunday question on the rail ways. J
quite agree with the honorable member tha~
in matters of policy the Government should
prevail, and not the Commissioners. I have,
neyer attempted in any Wit)' to detract from
Mr. rl'ait what is due to him, and I recognise his cleveruess as a traffic man; but
I do say that, in
connexion with
this Sunday work particularly, there is
a great deal too much of this going on at the
present time. It has been ably shown to
honorable members that Sunday work is not
encouraged in other placel3, and I do not
think there is really any necessity for it here.
It is only a few weeks ago since men were
employed at painting one of the offices at
Spencer-street on a Sunday. I do not think
that any man would say there was any real
necessit.y for that, or that there was such a
shOltc:\,ge of painters that a room at Spencer·
street had to be painted 011 the Sunday. Mr.
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Balfour struck the key-note when he said
that if tbis work was made more exp811sive
there would he less of it. During last session
I had to refer to one cuse of SUllday labour,
which was a very bad cnse, and my remarks
were taken notice of and the matter was
remedied. \Vhile I cannot agree altogether
with ~lr. Balfour in some of his remarks with
regard to Sunday trains, and such like, I can
a,gree with him in the main. It is necessary
that every human being, particularly on railway work, should have one day out of seven
for rest. I speak from experience, unfort.unately, having had to do a great deal of
Sunday work, aud know wha.t it means.
The Department will get better work from
the ..non who
have their <.lay's rest
than from men who have to work day in
and day out. I have heard it ad vocated frequently tlmt the conditions with regard to
la.bour that prevail outside should prevail inside the Depa.rtment, and I thiuk it will be
generally admitted that almost all employes
outside are pa.id something in addition to the
ordinary da.y's pay for work done on Sundays.
I regret that the railway employes do not
even get ordinary time for Sun<.lays in some
cases. I believe there is a train running at
present on Saturday to Healesville or 'Varburton-I am not sure to which place. The
man leaves on Saturday afternoon at somewhere about 4 o'clock, and 011 reaching his
destination he remains there all day Sunday,
:lond returns on the Monday.
Honorable
members will bo snrprised when I tell them
that that man, although away the whole of
that time, l!amely, for three da.ys, receives
bnt one day's pay, or a trifle over. I do not
think that any private employer would dare
to introduce such a system. However, so far
;~s Sunday work is concerned, I think that
Mr. 'l'a.it'is not a.ltogether to blame. U nfol'tlluately, there seems to be a system ill the
Ra.ilway Department that does not recognise
what is right as between the men and the Department, bnt that aims at getting as mnch
,\,8 can be got Ollt of the men without their
making a public outcry. That is why so
Ill!t.ny grievances are brought before the public. Only recently a man was called out to
run a church train in the morning, and then
had to go down, I think, to Frankston, and
was booked olf duty there for eight hours,
and then came ba.ck again and rc~ceived a
day's pay. There are three or four other
instances of that kind. 'rhe question generally has not been dealt with, but I believe
that four or five of those shifts have been
altered. \Vhy should it be necessary for the
men to make the~e appeals ~ vVhy should
Hon. Jr. J. Evans.
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not the Department do· what is right between
itself and the men, and save all this annoyance and friction. 'ro my mind, the Commissioners are blamed for many things they
are not cognisant of. I, with others recognise Mr. 'rait's abilities as a traffic man. At
that he is very clever; indeed, I think he is
too clever for some of the people in this
State. His forte is traffi~, and, as to being a
worker himself, I will admit that he is a hard
worker, and he expects that every other employe should work hard also. There is no
objection to men being required to work
hard provided they are properly renmnerated and their hours are not excessive, but.
when we find that station-masters and otherd
in high position~ have either to take home
work on Sunday or come to the office to do
it, I thillk it is a disgrace to the country that
such a thing should prevail. As a matter of
policy it comes within the Government's sphere
of action, and I think it should he stopped.
The Hon. J. G. AI KMAN cH.lled attention
to 'the fact that there was not a q norum
present. He said Mr. Evans had a valuable
amount of information to give, which would
take some time, and perhaps, as the hour was
getting late, it would be advisable to adjourn
the debate.
The Hon. 'V. J. EVANS.-I am afraid I
shall not be able to be present to-morrow; but
if the debate can be adjourned uutilllcxt week
I shall be prepared to fall in with the wishes
of honorable members. although I have no
desire to move the arIjourllment of the debate now.
A quorum having been formed,
The Hon. 'V .•1. EVANS said-I desire
to refet' to Mr. Ritchie's remarks regarding
Mr. Tregear. I understand, however, that
it is the desire of a large number of members that the debate should be adjourned,
and that the Attorney-General is agreeable
to an adjournment until next Tuesday.
The PRESIDENT.-~t is qnite competent
for the honorable member to move the adjournment of the debate to-night, and if
this is carried, he can resume the debate on
the next day of meeting.
The Hon, ,V. J. E V ANS.-I understand
the Attorney-General agrees to an adjournment until next 'ruesday.
The Hon. J. M. DAY·I1<:s.-Do not nnderstand any such thing.
The lIon. W. J. EVANS.-I have no
desire personally to move the adjournment
of the debate. It has been given out publicl.v
in the press that Mr. Tregear's letter from
which Mr. Ritchie quoted was a private COlllmunication. Surely a private communica..
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tion from one gentleman to another, in which
the writer expresses his political views, should
not debar that man from oceupying a. position
where he may be of material benefit to the
State. Honorable members have sufficient
knowledge of the Premier to recognise that
he will not countenance the employment of
a man unless he is perfectly satisfied that that
man possesses the necessary qualifications to
fill the office to which he is appointed. It has
nothing "\yhatever to do with the Minister of
the day what this man's political convictions
are, any more than it would have to do with
any member of this Chamber what my politi·
cal convictions are or what Mr. Ritchie's
are.
1'he Hon. R. B. RITCHIE.-It is simply
because of your political convictions that you
are standing here.
The Hon. W. J. EVANS.-It is not
altogether on account of my political convictions. It is owing to an obnoxious Jaw being
inserted in the Constitution by which those 1
have the honour to represent are placed in a
position inferior to that of the ordinary
citizen. That is the main reason why I am
here.
The HOll. T. LUXl.'ON.- There' are only six
members present.
•
The PRESIDENT.-By leave, the Attorney-General wishes to make a statement.
The Hon. J. M. DAVIES said he was
entirely in the hands of the House. He did
not like it to appear that he was anxious to
adjourn the debate, because it was his duty,
and he always desired to do his duty, to push
on with business; but, if it was at all
the desire of honorable members to adjoul'll,
of course he bowed to their decisioll. 1 thad
been his intention, if this debate was finished,
to move that the House meet this day fort·
night. He did not like bringing members
down for just one day a week, so that if the
House desired to adjourn the debate till this
day fortllight, he would not oppose the
motion, although he did not invite it.
The Hon. W. J. EV ANS.-Ill these circumstances I wish to make it clear that,
personally, I do not desire the adjourument
of the debate; but, in view of the empty
benches-wbether it is because, as one hOllora.ble member says, my days are numbered, or
whether the matter I am discussing is uninteresting, or whether members are utterly
tired out-I have no desire to keep the
House. I do not wish to see members coming
in and out of the chamber to form a quorum.
I therefore beg to moveThat the debate be now adjourned.
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The motion for the adjournment of the
debate was agreed to. and the debate was
adjourned for a fortnight.
. The House adjourned at five minutes to ten
o'clock, until half-past four o'clock on Tuesday, July 24.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, July 10, 1906.
The SPEAKER took the chair at half-past
four o'clock p.m.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. PRENDERGAST said he desired to
make a personal explanation. In the report
in Hansard of his speech on the Addrese-inReply, the following appeared : We will be benevolent landlords to you, and
allow you to stay there for nothing, but we will
tax others who can better afford to pa.y, those who
are higher up in the amounts of their holdings, to
the extent of compelling them to pay the whole of
the taxation of this country.

He did not think that was what he said, but,
at any rate, he was satisfied it was not what
he meant, because he was Not a single. taxer,
and never had been. He prop6)sed to alter
it to read in this way : . . . to the extent of compelling them to pay
by a graduated tax the land taxation of this
country.

Mr. W ATT.-I told you you were 100 hot
in the head.
Mr. PRKNDERGAST said he did not
mention those words exactly, but he took tho
responsibility ..
PRIVILEGE.
MR. SOLLY AND THE GOVERNMENT.
Mr. BENT.-I have a matter of privilege
to bring before the House.
I observe in
the Ar.q'u,s of this day a paragraph headed,
"Mr. Solly excited." Accord ing to this report.
he proceeds to say that this Government is
about the most corrnpt Government that ever
existed. I beg to moveThat the paragraph be read.

The motion was agreed to.
The issue of the Argus newspaper of 10th
July having been handed in, the statement
complained of was read by the Clerk as
follows : THE SENATE.
MR. SOLLY EXCITED.
WOODEND, MONDAY.-Mr. Stephen Barker, who
is a candidate for the Sena.te, delivered an address
at the Mechanics' Hall on Saturday night. He
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reviewed t.he rise of the Protectionist party, and
of the several cO'llition Governments. He passed
on to the inception of the Lahour movement and
charged th.o ()onse~vati\'es with stea.ling many
planks of Its platform.
He (lenounced antisocialists and the Australian National' 'Vomen's
Lea.gue, for traducing the ethics of the In.bonring
classes, rctort.ing that those in the higher social
scale were the wor!:lt transgressors in that respect.
Mr. Solly ad(lressetl himself to the closer settlement scheme of the Bent Government.
He
characterized the Bent administration as olle of the
most corrupt Vietoria had had. He announced
that l\e would again visit W oodend, aud would also
travel all o\'er the State to denounce the Bent
Government.

The SPEAKER.-According to the StalldOrders the honorable member has now an
opportunity of speaking in his place, and
giving allY explanation or making any remarks he may choose npOll the subject hefore
retiring from the chamber.
i\Ir. SOLLY.-The report in the Ar.fJus
to.day is not aetnally correct with regal'll to
the utterance I made at Woodend. What I
said very distinctly wn,g this. After dealing
with the ('loser settlement question in the
manner I thought proper, I alluded to n. remark that wa'l Hwde by Dr. EmlJling, M.L.C.,
in the presence of lIlyself and a Humber uf
other gentlemen. lIe is a supporter of the
(}overnment. I [0 knows more about t.he Govel'llment than 1 know-l know snfficienthut at ail events he saicl diHtinctlv before n.
number of g'clltlemen-he being ~ supporter
of the C-;. ovet'llllwnt-timt this Government
was one of the uiost corrupt Governments
that ever took charge of the Treasury bench.
That is the explanation I have to make.
wa~ sim !Jly a q notation.
The SPEAKE H.-According to the Standillg Orders the honorable member will now
retire, and this matter mav be debated.
[At this stage 1\11'. Solly left the chamber.l
~[r. B~:~'r.-I desire to move--'
)11'. PRENDERGAST.-Before the Premier pl'occeds, may I ask that the Standing
Order dealing with this matter be read to
the House?
The S PEAKEn..-Certainly.
Stalldin 6
Order No. 105 saysin~

rt

Every member

a~aillst

whom any charge has

b~en marle, ha:ing been hear(l in his pla.ee, shall

wltlHlmw whIle stich charge shall he under dehate.
~Ir. PRE~DERGAsT.-DoeH that refet' to
ch1l.1'ges made ontside the Honse or inside 1
The SPEAKER.-Whenever any honorable member, 01' anybody else, says any'
thing dcrllgatory of allY Member of Pal'lia~1lellt ill hi:.-{ parliamentary cap~tcit.y, that
IS eert.ainly It breaeh of pl'i\'ileu'e if it is
proved.
'l'his SI)f'ms tu me to 1)e clearly

Privilege.

within the rule. The honorable member is
reported to have charged the body of people
in whose hands the government of the State
is for the time beilIg, with being corrupt.
Surely that is a gross breach of privilege if
it is true, and is a fair subject to be debated
here.
MI'. IIANNAII.- W'hy do not they bring Dr.
Embling here if they are so anximl~ about
it 1
Mr. BENT.-I think the time has arrived
to take a stand. The honorable member, as
a, member of the House, has had <.'lpportunities, if he thought fit, of bringing np any cases
of corruption against the Government. I am
amazed when I hear Dr. Embling's name
brought in, but as his name is brought in I
shall adopt a different course from that which
I otherwise would have adopted.
Here we
find that Mr. Stephen Barker, a candidate
for the Commonwealth Senate, is accompanied by this gell~leman, and they go about
in all directions. I have many times had to
draw attention to the way the Commonwealth members go r<iHlnd stating that this
Government is currupt.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzrvy).-I rise to
a. point of order.
Mr. Stephen Barker, I
understand, is not now under review in any
shape or form, and the honorable member
for the Railways Service (Mr. Solly) is in no
wise responsible for the utterances of Mr.
Barker.
Mr. BENT.-He was with Mr. Barker.
Mr. J. "V. HILLSON (fi'1:tzroy).-I have
seen the honorable gentleman with many
people for whose utterances or. actions he
would not like to be held responsible.
The SPEAKER-The whole gravamen of
the charge is that the honora.ble member concerned is reported to have nsed certain words.
Mr. ngNT.-I do not want to be too
strong upon any utterance of this kind, and
if the honorable member likes to come in and
state that he had no intention of saying that
we were corrupt., 1 do not want to go any
further. I do not want to do anything of
this sort ,; but, at the same time. we must
have something said for the protection of
every member of the House. I say now to
the leader of the Opposition that, if he likes,
I have no desire to go beyond what I have
already done, and if the honorable member
'will come in and say he had no intention of
charging lIS with corrnption, there will be an
eud to the matter, so far as I all! concerned.
Mr. H. S. BEN~ETT (Ballarat West).A t this stage it is only fair for me to say,
since Dr. Embling's name has been mentioned, that, so far as my memory serves me,

,
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Mr. WATT.-The same game all the timethe same expressions h&ve been used in my
constituency regarding the Bent Government saying a thing and withdrawing it.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Balla7'at West)by the self·same gentleman-CIA corrupt
Government; the most questionable Govern- (to Mr. \Vatt).-All right; keep your yapping to yourself.
ment he ever heard of."
'1'he I:;PEAKER.-Order!
'1'he SPEAKEH,. -That is not the question
Mr. ELMSLIE.-I hope we will approach'
before the Chair at present. The question is
\vhether the honorable member concerned this matter with calm minds and not allow
our passions to run away with us. So far as
made \1se of the expression or not.
Mr. n. S. BENNETT (Baltcc"at T-Vest).- I am personally concerned, I am willing to
Ro far as I understand from the debate that put up a fight so far as I am able on behalf
haa already ensued, the honcrable member of a. colleague of mine if I think he is not
states that he was merely using a quotation being treated fairly, but at this juncture I
from a speech by & member of another place. do not think the matter calls for any reMr. BENT.-If this is the way honorable marks further than those J am going to
members are going to argue, I will move my make. Just now the honorable the Premiel'
made an offer that if the honorable member
motion.
MI'. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).- for the Railways Service (Mr. Sony)
withdrew and said that he did not
Move your motion; what do I care?
charge this Government with being 9The SPEAKER.-Order !
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-The honorable corrupt Government, be would be satismember deelared that he did not use the tied, and the matter would now end.
words, but that they were a quotation from Unfortnnately, some heat was engendered, and
Allother member's speech. 'fhe words have the Premier then rose and moved that the
been used in this House now as a quotation. honorable member be arrested. In the interim
I desire to point out to the Premier that the the honorable member in question bas not
honorable member stated that he used the had an opportunity of hearing what has been
words as a q notation, and therefore thel'e is said by the honorable gentleman who comSurely it is only right and fair
tlOthing in the charge that the honorable plains.
member used the words against the Govern- that after the offer I mention has been
made the honorable member should have
ment.
an opportunity of saying whether he will
Mr. BE~T.-I mo\'ewithdraw his statement or not before
That the honorable member be arrested by the any further· steps are taken.
If that
~ergeant.at·Arms.
was done, I believe it would possibly
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).- prevent a very heated discussion that
Why don't you arrest yourself, you old probably would not be in the best interests
rascal?
of this Parliament. I do trust that before
Mr. BENT.-Did you hear that, Mr. the Premier perseveres with the motion that
he has moved, or given notice of, at any rate
Speaker?
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).-I the expressions the honorable gentleman has.
used concerning the withdrawal of the statesaid it, and I repeat, it.
Mr. GRAHAM.-Is it right for an honor- ment by the honorable member will be comable member to addresR the Premier per- municated to the honorable member, so
sonally and call him an old rascal? This is that he can say whether he will agree to the
conrse suggested ur not.
something scandalous.
The SPEAKEli.- Does the honorable
Mr. BOYD.-It is not very clear to my
member admit tbat he called another honor- mind whether, whell the honorable member for
able member a scandalous old rascal ~
the Railways Service (Mr. Solly) said he made
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).- the quotation from Dr. Embling, he indorsed
that quotation or not. I eert,ainly think,
I withdraw it.
The SPEAKER.-It seemsa very reluctant with the bonorable member for Albert Park,
withdrawal. Other steps will have to be that an opportunity should at least be
taken if this sort of language is going to be given to the honorable meltlber concerned,
\l!:;ed.
on the floor of the House, of saying
Mr. H. S. BEXNET'I' (Ballarat TVest).- whether he simply made the quotation
I will withdraw from tbe House if yon like, or whether he indorsed it.
It would
Mr. Speaker.
make the position much clearer, and I think
The ~PEAKER.-The honorable mem- we ought to approach a matter of this kind,
where a member is personally affected, with
lter Heed not do so.
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calm minds and without any passion whatever. I would urge the GOVE:rnmellt, before
the motion is put, to withdraw it temporarily,
and enable the hon::m"ble member to come
in and say, 011 the floor of the House,
whether he on his o\vn klehalf indorsed the
quotation, or whether he merely made the
quotation.
Sir ALI~XANDER PEACOCK.-I join
with the honorable member for :Melbourne in
his req uest, and I hope the House will deal
with the matter without any heat. The
Premier's offer was a very generons one. "'. e
have got a little bit excited, and I should like
to make a suggestion on my own account..
I have noticed in reading up Hansard of
years gone by that when difficulties of this
kind have taken place the leader of the Government and the leader of the Opposition,
as representing the two sections of the HOlLse,
have conferred to settle the matter in
order to uphold the dignity of Parliament.
I would suggest that if you, sir, were
to retire from the chair for a few
minutes-because that has been done on
many occasions of this kind-the whole matter could be settled with satisfaction to every
one.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-I think there
bas been an omission in a case of this kind.
This matter was known this afternoon, and I
think it wonld have been only conrteollS on
the part of the Premier if he had let me
know about it so that I could have considered the matter earlier. It is a perfect
surprise to me at this moment to have the
matter brought on. It is unreasonable.
Mr. H. S. BENNE'f'l' (Ballarat TVest).A political dodge.
Mr. PRENDERGAST. - The Premier
should have brought under my notice earlier
in the afternoon his intention of moving in
the matter.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzl'oy).-I should
like to ask a question before the motion i8
put. Assuming that I, who am opposed to
the Premier politically, and to the members
on the other (the Ministerial) side, in showing what their own supporters think of the
Government, q noted from one of their
s~eches, wonld that be an offence to this
Cham bel' 1 'N ould it be regarded, in this
Chamber, as an offence deserving of t~e censure of the HOtlRe ~ I am not referring to
this matter only, bnt also to another case that,
happened a little time ago, and that, in my
opinion, wasof eveH greater importance. I want
to know whether, ill the event of myself 0:'"
any other mem her f)f the Chamber, in trying
to show what the friends and supporterR of
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the Ministry or of the Opposition thought of
each other, quoting a speech from one O[
those, that would be an offence to this
Chamber, sufficient to warrant this Chamber
in censuring me or any other member for
our action ~
The SPEAKER.-I am of opinion that it
would be.
Mr. J. 'V. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-Cal1not all
honorable member quote?
The SPEAKER.-He may quote, but he
must give the statement as a quotation,
meutiouing his authority, and must not father
it. All that I know at present of this caseis what appeared in the newspaper. I am
only dealing now \vith the question of the
dignity of Parliament, and trying to maintain that dignity if J can. It i8 the dnty of
every Member of Padiament to do what hecan to maintain the dignity of Parliament,.
and to say n0thing derogatory of allY Member of Parliament, because in tluowing di~
grace upon any Member of Parliament hethrows disgrace upon the whole. 'Ye are aU
here together for a certain purpose-to legi8late for the country- and any member wh()
forgets himself so much as to say anything
derogatory of another member-unle'ls he call.
prove it, and then of course he has a perfect
right to say it-reflects on Parliament itself.
But if a member could excuse himself by
saying that he merely made a quo~ation,.
that would be an easy means of evading the
responsibility, becanse it would not matterwhom he quoted-it might be a man out of
the gutter who made the statement originally.
Mr. J. 'V. BILLSON .(Fitzroy).-He may bea man out of the gutter, but he is not ill thegutter now.
The SPEAKER.-It is so easy to evade
the principle by quoting something that
somebody else has said that I should rule a
quotation of this character to be distinctly a
breach of privilege.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I followed very
closely what fell from the honora.ble memberwho represents the Railways Service (Mr.
Solly), and drew from it an inference which
is quite in accordance with the view expressed by the honorable member for Fitzroy. This is a very drastic motion, which
has been sprung snddenly on an honorable
member of this House. His leader is not
told of it. He comes wholly unprepared,
and makes an explanation which practically
amounts to this: CGrtaill well-known Governmftnt supporters, supporters of the Conservative, Party, which the Government is
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15upposed to represent, have said certain
things about their own Government.
Mr. SWINBURNE.-Dr. Embling is not a
(jovernment supporter.
•
Mr. MACKINNON. - He goes about
the conntry supporting elements whioh are
'supposed by the people of this country to
be in favour of the Government.
What
the honorable member, ta.ken sutldeuly on
the spur of the moment with the threat of a
,'ery drastic proceeding indeed, said was" What I said was that Dr. Embling, whom
I believe, and at any rate a great many
people imagine, to be a supporter of
the present Government, made a statement which was a very severe reflection ~n the Governmeut." I do not
think it is fair to ask the hon"rable member-Do you believe that statement or not~"
\Vhat the honorable member did say was-" I
made a statement that Dr. Embling said so,"
.and the honorable member left it at that.
I do not think he is called upon in any way
to justify tbe' statement with regard to
his own personal feelings, one way or the
-other.
Mr. BENT.-Then I understand yon are
justifying the statement ~
Mr. MACKINNON.-The Premier's interjection shows exactly ;the difference
hatween onr points of view. All the honor~l.ble member says is~" I am not called on
to say whether that statement is true or
untrue. All I say is that 1 stated a certain
·5act."
Mr. WATT.-He did not say that.
Mr. MACKIN~~ON.-'l'here is no otber
inference to be drawn from what he said.
Mr. BENT.-The report that we bave read
110W does not say that.
Mr. MACKINNON.-If the Premier, at
his time of life, is going to be guided by what
.appears in the press in a comment of that
:sort, all I ean say is that his years and great
~xperience have not produced that wisdom
which age and experience are supposed to
bring. Personally: I take very' little notice
-of statements of that sort in a prejudiced and
biased press. Newspapers are bound to make
~tartling statements for their readers, and
that fullyacct)unts for the way in which a
:statement of that sort may arise.
Mr. BENT.-" The most corrupt Government we ever bad "-that is very nice.
Mr.
MACKINNON.-The
honorable
lnember oannot be called on to say" DQ you
-say that statement is true or not? " AII he
-<lid say was -" On the platform I said that a
()ertain gentleman, who is supposed through
the country to be a Govern.ment supporter,
",I
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made that statement. The public can judge
for themselves whether he is speaking
correctly or not. I do not indorse it or
deny it. I make a mere statement of fact."
Considering that the hotlorable melllber was
taken with the threat of a very drastic proceeding, without the slightest notice being
given to hitn, I think his explanation is one
that we ought to accept.
Mr. W ATT.-This matter has come as a.
surprise to all members on this (the Miniaterial) side of the House; but what astonishes
us most of all, and me in particular, is the
fact that no communication was ma.de to
the leader of the Opposition, nor to the
member who is supposed to have offended.
Mr. LEMMON.-lt was done in Findley's
case. He was given due notice.
Mr. W ArrT.-Yes, and that was a much
more serious case. I do not know w bether
the Premier, because of his unfortunate indisposition, has been cut off from his colleague!:; or the members of his party to-day;
but it is unfortunate that a matter of such
grave importance as this should have been
condncted in tbe way it has ·been. It would
have been far better for the Premier to intimate that tbe matter bad been brought under
his notice, that he considered it of sufficient
importance to justify action in the Assembly,
and that he publicly gave the announcement
that the matter would be considered to-morrow, seeill~ also that the debate on the
-Address-in-Reply which claims, except in
matters of great importance of this kind,
precedence of all other business, has not yet
been concluded. J was rather sorry for the
honorable member for the Railways Servioe
(Mr. Solly) when I saw him called upun to
give a few hasty words and then retire.
Com~equently, we are debating the matter in
the dark. I do not think the honorable
mem ber said, from my recollection of his
words, what the honorable member for Prahran thinks he said. I did not t.a.ke it that
way at all.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).-It
was the same in substance, although he
did not use the same words.
Mr. WATT.-The trouble is that this
matter may turn upon a fine point of
interpretation. I do not think the honorable member should be called upon to
say whether he indorses now in sentiment
the statement alleged to have been made
by Dr. Embling; but the question of vital
importance to the House-in view of your
ruling, sir, as to quotations-i~, whether he.
did indorse it on tha.t occasil9n. 'fhe honorable member has been silent on tha.t poiDt,
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beca.use he was ca.lled upon hastily to give a
speech without notice, and then to retire
from the chamber. Perhaps it would be
better if the Premier, having brought the
matter up now, were to withdraw it for today and deal with it to· morrow . Then the
honorable member will be able to turn
his memory back and realize exactly what
he did say, and wil1, I have no doubt,
deal with the matter truthfully when it
comes again before the Honse. I do not
want to vote on the motion now, because while the dignity alld privileges
of Parliament require as::;ertion on every
occasion on which they are challenged, still
,ve can, wit.h a majority in the House, do a
vital wrong to some honorable member if we
act hastily. I am sure no honorable member
in the Honse, from my experience of him,
and my interpretation of his character, would
be less likely to do that than the Premier. He
is a man who realizes that public actions may
be misinterpreted, and public :-;tatements
and
that action
upon
misreporten,
matters. of this kind may be hastily
taken and regretted ever afterwards. I dQ
not want to drag up the memories of the
Findley episode, because the two matters are
Bot on n,ll fonrs. The honorable member \\' ho
represents the Railways Hervice has been one
of the best mannered lllen in the House. Hc
was known outside as " Fighting Bob Solly,"
but he has not been half as ferocious in this
House as some of us. I feel sllre that th~
good natnre which he has exhibited haH
endeared him to a Humber of members of
the Honse, and I trust that oefore this matter
goes allY further, we shall eit.her hear the
honorable member in full defence, or postpone the question until to-morrow.
Mr. BE~T. - By leave, j\;[r. Speaker, I
wish to say that I feel inclined to adopt the
sllgge:::;tion of the honorable member for
Albert ParlL The hGllOrable member for
. the Hailways Service (Mr. Solly) knows
whether he meant to say that the Government were corrupt or llOt. I do not want to
go any further now, and if honorable members wi~h to have the matter adjou1'l1ed for a
week, I aGl prepared to accept. As long as I
am here, I will not permit anyone to say I
am corrupt, and sit here. As to the story
about my not telling the leader of the
Opposition, 1 may say that I have heen
at the Honse to-day doing work, and that
this matter WH,S brought under my observation. I have not had time to consult my
colleagues, but I have had time to eonsult
myself, aHd I will not remain here as a
"corrupt man. 1 am as honest as any member
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of the House. If the honorable member for
the Hail ways Service says he did not mean
that I was corrupt, then 1 am done with the
mlftter; and jf the honorable member for
Albert Park likes to get the honorable member for the Railways Service to say that, I
shall only be too happy to accept his explanation. 1 repeat that if the honorable
member fbI' the Hailways Service states tha.t
he heard Dr. Embling make this Htatcment
and did not believe it·, then I am dom' with
the matter. I do not want to put the honorable member to expense, and have him locked
up. He is a young aml new member, and 1
would be very sorry indeed to see him put to
expense and locked lip ; but I will not allow
it to be said that I am corrupt, and sit here.
I was told about this report, and looked for
it, but could llOt find it in the newspaper. I
did not know about it until about five or i-;ix:
minutes before the Honse met.
Mr. PRENDlmGAsT.- \Vho was the pushing man that brought the message to you?
Mr. BEN'l'.-I am doing the pushing, alJd
I am good enollgh to deal with this mattcl'
myself, sick or not t:;iclc I again offer to
withdraw, provided that the leader of the
Opposition, or some other member, will
arrange that the honorable member for tlw
Railways Service 8hall simply state that he
did not mean that 1 am corrupt.
Mr. PRENUEHGAsT.-The matter might l)e
adjourned for a few momelltt:;.
Mr. BENT.-All ri~ht.
~rhe Speaker left th~ chair at five o'clock,
and resumed it eight Illiulltei-l afterwards.
The SPEAK ER.-I have directed the Clerk
to ask the hOllorahle mcmber for the Railways
Service (Mr. ~ol1y) to attelld in the chamber.
Mr. SOLLY.-I have already explained
tha.t I merely qlloted a remark that was made
at >t meeting of the \Yol'king Men's College
Council by Dr. Embling, who is a supporter
of the Government. I did not indorse thai
statement. I have no proof that the Government is corrupt, and if I had proof I should
deal with the matter on the floor of this
chamber. 1 consider that the action of the
Premier has been mOi-lt unfair to me. I knew
nothing about the report ill the newspaper
until I entered the Hon::le, and 1 had no idea
that the Premier was going to make this
charge. Therefore, 1 think, I have been most
unfairly treated. I claim that since I have
been a member .of this Chamber I have conducted myself in a most gentlemanly manner.
I very seldom interject when any honorable
member is speaking, and every member must
admit that I have acted a man's part since I
have been here. Dnder the circumstances
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the Premier has dealt most unfairly with me,
and as I have said before, if I had the proof
of it I would make the statement that the
Government is corrupt in H. straightforward
manner in this House.
The ~PEAKER. --I understand that the
Premier will not now move the motion.
Mr. BENT.-Before withdrawing the motion, Mr. Speaker, I wish to say that I did
not know of this matter until about five
minutes before the Honse met.
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Yon should not have
done it then.
Mr. BENT.-I am not going to remain
under the charge of being corrupt. I asked
the honorable member for the Railways Sel'viee (Mr. Solly) whether the statp.ment was
true or not. I now accept his explanation.
I admit that he has been considerate.
Mr. H. S. BENNE'l'T (Ballarat West).What is to be done with Dr. Embling ~
Mr. BENT .-1 did not' make the statement regarding the honorable memlDer
viciously. I am quite satisfied now with the
explanation, and I withdraw the m0tion.
The ~PEAKER.-The motion has not been
seeouded, and will therefore not be recorded
by the Clerk or entered in the Journals of
the House.
LOWAN REPRESENTATION.
The SPEAKEH announr.ed that on the
5th inst. he had issued a writ for the election
of a metRbQr to serve for the electoral district
of Lowan, in the place of the Honorable
\Villiam Hill Irvine, resigned.
BASS VALLEY RAILWAY.
Mr. DO\VNWARD asked the Premier if
he would introduce a Bill this session for the
construction of the Bass Valley rail way,
subject to the conditions recommena.ed by
the Rail ways Standing Committee in their
report? He wished to state that the conditions recommended by the Railways Standing Committee were in connexion with the
new proposal of loading the land. This
matt,er had put the people concern~d to m(l)re
than ordinary trouble in Gonnexion with the
visii to the district of the Rail ways Standing
Committee.
The SPEAKER.-The honoraule member
is making a speech that I fear I cannot
allow, as it is not in order. If a Bill is introduced to deal with the line, the 'honorable
member will then have an opportunity of
making his remarks on this question .
. Mr. DO WN WARD said these people had
been under the necessity of ascertaining
whether the two-thirds majority necessary
for compiling--

The SPEAKER.-I must ask the honGr
able member to confine himself to asking the
question.
Mr. BENT.-I have been considering this
question. I know all about the report, but
I do not think it would be wise at this stage
to say anything about it, because the Government have not yet taken into consideration
the question of constructing a rail way. I
have the whole matter under c(!)nsideration,
and I shall not forget tha.t the people signed
a petition according to the recommendation
of the Railways Standing Committee, and
have undertaken to pay £1,000 a year for
twenty years.
ANNEXATION OF NORTH FITZROY.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy) asked the
Minister of Lands if he would lay on the
table of the House al1correspond~mce which
took place between the Fitzroy Counoil and
the Minister of Lands between the 29th of
April and the 13th of May, 1868, relative to
the annexation of N orth 1~'itzr9Y by the
borough of Fitzroy, and the proclamation
under the Police Offences Act IH65.
Mr. MURRA Y.-The following is all the
information I have been able to get : Fitzroy was decla.red a. municipal district in
GO'tJernment Gazette of 10th September, l858, page

1n8. The boundaries of the municipal district were
altered in Government Gazette of 3rd August, 1860,
page 1459. This alteration cal'ried the northern
boundary of Fitzroy up to the southern boundary
of Brunswick, vide plan attached hereto. There is
no record of any letter having been received from
the borough of Fitzroy between the 29th April and
13th May, 1868, relative to the annexation of North
Fitzroy to the borough of Fitzroy, or to the proclamation under the Police Offences Act 1865. There
is no copy of any letter written to the Fitzroy
Council between the dates named. During this
period only one letter was received from the Fitzroy
Council, a copy of which letter is forwarded herewith. The correspondence to which the original
of this letter is attached was lent to this Department by the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of
Works, on the promise that the file would be returned until the ownership thereof had been
settled.

ELECTION PRINTING AT PENTRIDGE.
Mr. WATT asked the Chief Secretary if
there was any truth in the statement recently
made at a public meeting in MellDourne that
a candidate for the State Parliament had his
election printing done at Pentridge ?
Sir SAMUEL G ILLOTT.-The answer
to the question from the Inspector-General of
Penal Establishments is as follows : Inquiry has been made at Pentridge, and I learn
that there is no truth in the statement.

Mr. BOYD.":" What d()es Senator Da.wson.
think of that ~
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NEW RAILWAY STATION AT
SPENCEH-SrrREET.
Mr. SOLLY asked the Minister of Railways if he would inform the Honsel. Who authorized the construction of the new
railway station at Spencer-street?
2. What will be the total cost of same?

He wished to state that he did not mean to
imply by his qum~tion that the new station
was not wanted.
Mr. BENT.-The Railways Commissioners
requesterl me to ask the honorable member
to repeat his question 011 rrllllrsday, when the
information will be ready.
i

ADDRESS·IN-REPLY TO THE
GOVEHNOR'S SPEECH.
FIFTH NIGHT'S DEBA'i'lI:.

The deb'ate (a.djourned from July 5) on
Mr. Ccunpbell's motion for the adoption
of an Address-in-H.eply to the Governor's
speeoh, was resumed.
Mr. SANGS'rEH.-I eongratulate the Government on the financial state of the country, but the Government have not had all
to do with it, for I think Providence assisted
in the matter. In the Governor's speech we
a.re promised a great number of new Bills,
and if we can get througb them this session
I think we shall have done good work. If
the Government manage to get these Bills
passed they will be able to congratulate
themselves on having done a great work.
It is proposed to introduce Bills l'elating to gambling and the liquor traffic.
matters
that
have
'I'hese are two
been brought before every Government
for the last twenty or thirty years.
In my opinion, it will be time enough to deal
with these mea.sures when they come before
the House. The Bills to amend the Harbor
Trust Act and the .Marine Act have most
interest for me. Last session the Premier
aSiured the House that he was going to
introduce a Bill to amend tAe Harbor Trust
Act. On one occasion he said distinctly that
he would reduce the number of commissioners and amalgamate many' of the bodies
dealing with the waters of the State. Instead of that, last session he introduced a
Bill to create a new body in addition to the
bodies which were already inexistence. In the
Melbourne Harbor Trust there are seventeen
commissioners, and the chairman of that body
"ets £150 per annum. The other sixteen commissioners have about£1,5;'iOdivided amongst
them. The Geelong Harbor Trust oonsists
of three commissioners. The chairman receives £400 per annum, and £400 is
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divided between the other two. If so much
time is required to carryon the business of
the Geelong Harbor Trust ihat a salary
of £400 is justifiable, surely the chairman of the Melbourne Harbor Trust
deserves further consideration. The Melbourne Harbor Trnst has to deal with a
large river frontage and a great many other
matters. rrhat Trust has done a vast amount
of work in the river. I remember when a
vessel drawing 12 feet could not be berthed
in the Yarra. The amendment of the Marine
Act is also a matter of importance.
A
month or two ago the Melville Island case
was brought very forcibly under the notice
of the Government. rrhe ship llfelvilleIsland came into this port for orflers, and
the crew came ashore at Ql~eenscliff to
see the shipping master in order to have
redressed what they believed to be wrongs.
The master of the Melville Island charged
them with being abl'.lent from the ship tliithont leave. and when they were brought before·
the magistrates at Qneenscliff i.be case was.
dismissed. From a letter that was shown tome, it appears that the magistrates at
QU(j)enscliff were under the impression that
by that action the men were discharged from
the ship's articles. 'rhe men came to Melbourne with a letter from the master of the
vessel e;plaining that he would follow t
and pay them off. I may point out that
£150 was due to the men in wages.
If it were generally known that men
come to this port in ships, and that owing t<>
bad food and bad treatment they are forced
to leave and get no wages, people would
sympathize with them. These men went to·
the superintendent of the Sailor's Home,
who was prepared to take them into the
Home, but when the master of the vessel
came up to town and was asked to pay
off the men, he refused to do so, and repudiated the letter which he had written.
He then had the men arrested for refusing t<>
return to duty. 'rhey had no money, and
did not know what to do. They went to the
Seamen's Union offices. I may say that that
union only deals with the coasting trade, and
has no conllexion with seafaring people outside. However, if they can do any Railor a
good turn they are prepared to do it. The
secretaries of the Adelaide and Sydney
branches of the Seamen's U uion took the
Melville Island sailors to a solicitor, and they
gave a pledge that they w(')uld pay whatever
wages they received for their defence. They
were brought before Mr. Panton, P.M. The
aotion of the Government in appointing that
gentleman for another six months was--
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Mr. HANNAH.-Shameful.
. shipping-master's open office as they should
Mr. SANGSTER.-What did Mr. Panton have been, altlwllgh the shipping-master is
do with them ~ Instead of doing what the supposed to see that everythillg between the
magistrates had done at Queenscliff-their master and the employes is conducted
:statement was that they had been starved on fairly. A man who goes to sea is supposed
the voyage, tbat the vessel was short of pro- to know nothing of the law, and the
-visions, that lights were not kept burning, shipping-master is appointed to proteot
and in fact that everything that could be him. The master of the Melville Island
-done to drive men out of the vessel was object.ed to Senator Guthrie being present,
-dOl;te-he sentenced them to variolls terms and the men were taken into a private room.
-of imprisonment. It was a strange thin~ Senator Guthrie was asked to leave. I say
that about fifteen men had left the that the shipping-master under the Merchant
Melville Island without their wages on Shipping Act had no right to ask any man'
her voyage here. These men, who left the to leave the room while a crew was being
:ship at Melbourne, were sentenced to imprison- paid off. Another matter on which I wo~ld
.ment from fOl1r weeks or five weeks up to ten like an explanation is whether or not it
weeks, according to the magistrate's opinion is true that our laws fail absolutely so far
-of the enormity of their offence-for refusing as prosecuting people for supplying seamen
to work on starvation rations. While these to vessels and harboring deserters is conmen were in gaol, the master of the vessel cerned. A boardinghouse-kepper at South
got an order from the magistrates for their Melbourne harbored those men whom I have
return to the ship; but they had friends who mentioned as deserting from the Ocean,
fought for them, and a stay of proceedings She brought them to a hotel, handed them
was obta·ined. While the appeal was pend- to the captain of the Melville Island, and is
ing, there WRS no question that these men said to have told him that they were dewould have been t~ken away to sea bnt for serters. It may be said that there is no proof
the action of the Customs officers of the of this. That is a matter which should have
Federal Government, who stopped the ship been decided. 1f the law is not strong
from going away. Anot her point in con· enQugh to protect these men, and to prevent
illexion with this case is that there were crimpin~, the law will have to be altered.
-warrants out for the arrest of two men who But how can it be said tha.t the law is in·had deserted from the Russian ship' sufficient until it is given a fair trial ~ There
Ocean.
While those warrants were out have been cases where crimps have been
those two deserters were on board the proseouted and punished; but the Crown
Melville islar,d at Queenscliff, and the ~hip- Law Department's officers are reported to
ping master visited the vessel to place have said that the law is not strong enough.
them on the ship's articles.
I COll- I think it is strong enough, and I am not
tend that in cases of this sort, the the only person who thinks so, because the
shipping. master should not go out of his barrister who appeared for the Melville
-<>ffice to sign-on any man, as he has not, while Islrmd sailOl's is of the same opinion as
.away from ·his office, the proper books and myself. Section 11 of the Victorian Seamen's
records to find out where that man came Act 1894 is as follows : from. The superintendent of the Sailor's
If any person shall knowingly harbor, conceal,
Home was not allowed to go on board the
Melville Island, although it has been said by employ, or retain, or assist in harboring, concealing, employing, or retaining any seaman belo~ging
this Government, and other Governments, to any foreign vessel, who shall have deserted
that the Sailor's Home should be supported therefrom or otherwise absconded or absented
himself from duty, or shall knowingly cause, in~
·8.8 far as possible,' and made a home for seamen. 80 that they might be kept out of the duce, or persuade any such seaman by words or by
other means whllotsoever to violate any agreehands of crimps. As I said in the presence any
ment which htl may have entered into to serve on
·of the Chief Secretary, if the shipping- board any such vess!'l as aforesaid, or shall know·
master had gone into this business in a ingly assist in the desertion, absconding or absence
proper manner he would have simply told the from duty of any such seaman, every such person
offending shall upon conviction before any two
captain to bring the men up to his office and so
justices forfeit and pay for ever.v sllch offence a
settle the matter there. What did happen penalt y not exceeding £20 for the first offence, and
was that the men refused to accept the not less than £10 nor more thll.n £50 for a second
money that was offered to them, and conse- or subsequent offence, IIond in case of non-payment
thereo' any two justices may commit the person
~uenlily they could not be paid off. They
so offending to any gaol for a term not exceeding
.came up to Melbourne again. When finally six months, with or without hard labour, ubles.
·they were paid off, they were not paid in the such penalty and all costs shall be pa.id.
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The Chief Secretary told me publicly that
he was of the opinion that in this case there
was some evidence to go upon; but the 9rown
Law officers, when t~e matter was referred to
them, said that there was no case. Everyone
who knows anythillg about shipping will admit that there is no beHer authority than
Dr. Wollaston in this port or anywhere else,
as far as questions affectillg sailors are concerned. Dr. 'Vollaston is a barrister, and
he was for many years secretary of customs
and shipping-master in this port. On one
occasion 1 brought a case of alleged crimping
under hilS notice. He ~nbmitted it to the
Crown Law Department, and they said there
was uo case. Dr. 'Vollaston was prepared
to go on ill spite of that opinion, and he
gained a verdict in the Police COlll't. 'rhe
matter was taken to a higher Court, alld he
was again successful. I do not say that that
case was similar to this one; but it was a case
of supplying seamen to vessels, and if the
Crown had done its duty they would have
prosecuted this woman at South Melbourne for harboring deserters. '''hen
it
was
too
late
the Chief Seoretary said that. he had given instructions
for proceedings to be takell. By the time
that was done both the Ocnm and t.he JJeIt,ille Island had gOlle away. The deserters
from the Ocran, w hen returned to that vessel,
are reported to have gagged the boatswa.in
and thrown him into the hold. That shows
that they did not intend to g-o to sea ill
the ucean agaill.
-While the Ocea.n
sailors were in prilSoll, both the ....1felville
Island and the Ocean were lying in the Bay,
and there was every opportunity to get evidence for a prosecution. If thl:l.t had been
done. and the law had. broken down, that would
have been time ellol1gh to amend it. VVe have
an Act similar to the Act of Great Britain,
and we know that their Act hao proved
successful. If the Crown Law authorities'
decision is correct, then we have the most
dangerous port that I know of for seamen.
There arc some ports that are had enough in
the way of crimping; but in our port, if what
is said is true, any boardinghouse-keeper or
crimp can take lllell ont of olle vessel, place
them in another, and the law cannot tOllch
them. Attempts have been made to stop
crimping in this port for many years, and
durmg the time of Sir James Patterson's administration as Commissioner of Customs he
determined to put a stop to it, and no
licences were granted for supplying seamen to
vessels, except one that was allowed to the
Superintendent of the Sailors' Home. N otwithstanding that, however Mrs. Ross
Mr. Sangster.
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and Mrs. Scott, accordillg to the statement
of the Crown Law Department, can supply a~
many sailors as they like, and no one ean inter'-fere with them. These two womell have
boardinghouses in South Melbourne, and are
said to supply a great; number of sailors t~
various vessels coming into this port. These
ladies, during the wool seaSOll, are good
enough to keep a "runner,:' who goes down
to Geelong and supplies the ships there with
Reamen.
I dOUbt if honorable members
realize what this means to the ruen who are·
shipped. It means that they are driven out
of their ships with no money, rushed into
other ships, and the advance pay which is
gi veu them goes to the boardinghouse-keeper.
A t the Sailors' Home if a mall is not a
deserter-and they do not harbor desertert:l
at that place-he has an opportunity of
living comfortably, paying ouly for what he
gets, and when he has paid what he owes at
the home he gets the rest of his ad vance for
himself, and can put it in his pqcket. In
Melbourne recently there was a case of a
foreign sailor who ;as charged with deserting
his ship. He said that he had heen starved
on board. 'When brought up before Mr. Panton
he made the statement that he was only given.
one meal a day. )1 r. Panton discharged that
lUan; but in the Jfe/1'ille Island case an
the men charged made similar statements tothat., and they were Britishers. Mr Panton,
with the exception of thi~ case in which the
man charged was a foreigner, has never in
my opinion becH known to give sailors a
chance. I am one of those who think that
he should be retired because of his oYer-bearing manner.
.Mr. HANNAH.-He is all old fossil.
:Mr. ~ANG~rrEH--Mr. Panton's decision
in the A-feillille Island case was upset on
appeal by Mr. Justice' Cllssen, who gave Mr.
Panton a very rough rubbing down in delivering his l'ea~ons for the decision. Mr.
.J nstice Cussen pointed out the absurdity of"
the magistrate conducting the Melville
Island case in the way it was conducted.
:Mr. PRENOEHGAsT_-=-And the Government
gave Mr. Pan Lon a re-appointmellt for twelve
months immediately on top of that.
Mr. HANNAH.-Gallgers are retired at 58
years, and Mr. Panton has been kept until
he is over 70.
Mr. SA~GSTER.- Crimping is con·
tinuany taking place, and the Government
have had policemen watching certain housesfor some time in order to ~et a good rase
against the persons who are offending. They
have not prosecuted anyone up to the presentt
and when there was a good opportunity of
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doing so the Crown Law Department said
that the law was not sufficiently strong to
o1i>tain a conviction. This might. be fairly
inquired into, because an opinion was given
by the officers of tha.t Departmen t on a previous occasion, and when the case was tried
their opinion was found to be incorrect.
Up to 1890 crimping 'va~ pretty rife in Melbourne; but after that, until within the last
two or three years, it was believed we
had stamped it out, I ask the Government
now, through the Chief ~ecretal'y, to try to
do sOQlething, not only to am,end the law in
this directioll, but to improve the administration of the law. A better opportunity will
never arise than has occurred at the present
time, because the present case was quite palpable to everyone but the Crown Law officers,
and they would have nothing to say about it.
There is another matter about which I
should like to say a few words. There is
one thing that has been lleglected in the
GovernlDr's speech, and that is the question
of proper port accommodation. The Premier
has promised publicly, on many occasions,
that he would do all he possibly could to
have better port accomm@da.tion in the port
of Melbourne. Well, J claim that the only
g00d port accommodation that can be made
is at Port Melbourne, and not by building a.
ne\v pier.
Mr. ,\V AT'l'.--Are you in favour of the
straight cnt ?
Mr. SANGSTER.-To what straight cut
do you refer?
Mr. W A'l'T.-The straight cut proposed
and reported upon by the Railways ~tanding
Committee.
Mr. ~ANGSTER.-I do not know what
the honorable member's question is.
The SPEAKER.-In any case it is ont of
order, and the honorable member has no
right to. answer it.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I am in favour of the
best port accommodation that can be got, and
that, to my mind, is to be found undoubtedly
in the straight cut that was recommended
many years ago. Noone connected with the
shipping would like to go away round wit,h
three-q uarters of an hour's work when that
work could be done in ten minutes. 'iVhat
we want is a straight cut from Port Melbourne right through to the river. That is
the proper way by which to bring ships up
to the centre of the city. vVe believe it will
be a long time bef0re it is necessary to make
the cut right through; but I consider that
the 6rst portilDn of that work would be a very
valuable acquisition to our port accommodation. It is only a week or two since a meet-
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ing of farmers was heJd to try mid reslIscitate
the question of the h:'l.lldlillg of grain in
bulk or in some other way, instead of
having to handle it in t.he manner that prevails <~t presen t, in order to get it to market.
With the port accOlllmodation we have at
present our wheat, our mea.t, aml ot,her produce has to be handled in a most costly Wfiy.
Of course, the buyer and seller have to pay
for it; but the producer has to pay for
it in the first place, because he gets
a lower price than would otherwiile
be the case. -] certainly think the
straight cut shmlld he started. I do not
know when it WQuld be finished, but I
believe it would he finished very S0011,
because of the increased traffic it would
bring about.
By providillg proper port
accommodation and a pnlpCl' dock you will
unqllestionably illcreal:ic the ,shipping that
comes to the port. As matterR llOW stand,
we have no accommodation for the export
trade at all. If \\'c are going to be an
exporting country-alld I say we cannot
live without exporting-we must make preparation for it. The Age llewspaper, in
March last, had a well-written article on that
very question.
Jt poillted out that '.\,hen
Sir George 'l'urner was in office a8 Premier,
he recommended that £75,000 8hould be
spent in builciing a new pier at l>ort Melbourne. That prop()sal was referred to the
Railways Stallding Committee. 'l'he Committee, after taking the evidence of all the
experts they could get, most of whom said
that better port accornmodatiol:1 was abso.
lutely required, reported that they absolutely
condemned the pier. One or two of the
witnesses favoured the pier, and the honorable member for \Villiamstown last sessioll)
when objecting to the dock at Port Melbourne, quoted one or two witnesses who>
were against the new dock, but he quoted
none who were in favour of it.
I am
not goillg to quote the witnesses who were
in favour of the dock; but the report i8 here,
and honorable members ca.n read it for
themsel ves.
Mr. LKMMoN.-I have just beard the
honorary Minister in the other Honse say
that if we adopt the river scheme we
might as well close up Port Melbourne
altogether.
'l'he SPEAKER.-'l'he honorable member
should know that he is not allowed to refer to
the debates in another place.
Mr. SANGSTER.-'l'he Railways Standing Committee issued its report on the aCOODlmodation of the port of Melbourne in 1902.
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All the experts with Ol1e or two exceptions
a.dmitted that piers were obselete. \Ve now
ha,ve a scheme put forward by the Railway
Department for bllildillg a new pier. vVill
any honora.ble member s<\,y that be can get
one or two experts in shipping matters who
will say that that scheme should be carried
ont ~ I am satisfied that he could not. The
representatives of the 1). and O. Company
were inclincd to favour the pier becansc they
were afraid that if a Hew dock was built the
Government would want 20t:!, for every £1
that was spent-in other words, that they
would be charged too much for the making
of that pa.rticular dock. All the shipping
people admit that a dock would be the best
accommutlation. 'rhe only question is as to
the cost. 'rile cost of nULking a dock would
he, perha.ps, nearly as milch again as the 00st
of making a new pier; but the accommodation
that would be given b'y a dock, properly
hnilt and eqnipped, would be so good that 1
am sure the export trade would increase
rapidly and the producers would get the benetit. 1 callnot understand how the producers
of this country~ or their representatives
in this House, can fail to see the truth of
this. La.st session, when we were dealing
with the port accommodation of Geelong,
they wel'e all strongly in favour of it. I was
a member of the committee on the question
of handling grain in bulk, and who recommended the improvements at Geelong, because 1 believed they were necessary. In the
same way I believe that thiFl improved
accommodatif'u ill the port of Melbourne is
llecessary. 'rhe widening of the Coode Canal
as the Harbor Trust is now doil!g it is also
lleCeS3al'y.
The bonomble member for
\Villiamstown sayFl that if we widen the
river good bye to the dock at Port Melbourne
for !111 time. 'Veil, he is only qunting what
:3ome one else said in another place. I suppose that all he knows about port accommolllttion is what he hears other people say; but
r have beon working in the port for the
last 3Li years, and know something about
it. I am only stating wllltt I know to be
absolutely necesstll'Y for the port of Meli.ourne. If [ were to take up the report of
t he Rail ways Standing Committee on this
q lIcstion and read the whole of it, honorable
lllembers would find that a great portion of
it is'in favour of the scheme that is advoea.ted by the Premier. What I object to is
this. 'I'he Premier knows well that anything he says should be carried througb this
I louse will be carried through the House if
he likes to do it, no matter what it is. The
honorable gentleman has only to make up
Mr. Sangster.
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his mind that the dock scheme is to go
through and it will go through.
Mr. BEN'l'.-It will go through, theI)'
Mr. SANGSTER.-'l'he Premier told us
la.st week that he would introduce a Bill to
do this, and I hope he will do so; but there
is no mention of it in the Governor's speech.
)1:1'. BENT.-All the best things are out of
the speech.
Mr. ::;WINllURNE.-It was too long as it
was.
Mr. SAXGSTEH..-I believe the Premier
recognises the necessity of starting tbe
straight cut; but I want to ask hitil if he is
going to introduce the Bill this session. I
consider it is most important to the shipping
of this port that this work should be gone on
with. As I said before, there is no accommodation in this port for export shipping.
'I'he meat that we export is frozen miles away
from the ships, and the vessels engaged in
this trade are getting larger and larger every
year, During the last ten years the length
of these vessels has increased by 200 or 300
feet. Even if we widen the Coode Canal the
masters of these steamers would not attempt
to bring them up the river. 'I'hey must find
accommodation itt the port. \Vell, what are
the Government going to do? Are they
going to build u. pier, or are they going to
leave things as they are? This Government
profe~s to be, and I think they are, fairly
progressive, but this is Qne of the things that
have been kept back for years and years.
We have spent a large amount I)f money
for the benefit of vessels that come
up the river, and the accommodation for
that class of vessel is as good as can be
expected.
But even they have to come
a long way round in order to get up to the
wharfs.
Honorahle members have only to
look at the plan in order to see the long circle
that has to be taken in order to get up the
Yarra, and even then there is great danger
of ships getting aground. On the other hand,
if a properly equipped dock were provided at
Port Melbourne, all these ship~ could be
properly accolllmodated. The cargo could be
waiting for them when they came into the
dock, and the vessels could be in and out
again in a very short time. As for the
passenger accommodation, why should you
have a pier? '1'he Ra.ilway Department has
a proposal for the construction of a rail way
down the pier for the convenience of passeo.gers going to vessels at the pier; but what
would be the good of that 1 It would be of
no use to passengers who have to go to and
fro two or three times, or who have to visit
the ships at night. In any caEe, they have
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to walk a considerable distance. If you have
a dock, aceommodation will be provided for
both passengers and goods.
I:;hed accommodation will be available all along the
side of the dock, and cargo will be <!lischarged direct into the sheds instead of into
the railway trucks. In this way, there will
be no difficulty in sorting out the cargo, and
consignors will know exactly where to
look for their goods. tMr. 'l'hwaites recommends a series of docks at Port Melbourne,
but I do not approve of that part of the
Bcheme. Mr. Thwaites is, no doubt, a much
better anthority than I am ; but his principal
objection to the straight cut is that it will
interfere with the sewers.
Many other
people are of opinion that the work should
not be kept back a single day merely because of the faet that the sewers may have
to be altered. If the Premier decides to
make only the first portion of the straight
cut he will not have to touch the sewers
at all.
Mr. LEMMoN.-Would not Mr. Thwaites'
scheme 8uit Port Melbourne as well as the
other?
Mr. SANGSTER--I am not speaking for
Port Melbourne, but for the port of Mel·
~urne generally.
The honorable member
thinks only of Williamstown.
Mr. W AT'l'.- What about Geelong ?
Mr. SANGSTER.-I approve of the
Bcheme at Geelong, but I think that the
Port Melbourne scheme should be gone on
with first.
Mr. LEMMON.- I think you would find
more support in Williamstown for Mr.
Thwaites'scheme.
Mr. SANGSTER. - You cannot have
sheds away down on the pier, and I am surprised t.hat anyone should propose to spendmoney in that way. I might as well support
the new pier at Port Melbourne because there
is plenty of room for shed accommodation
there, but I c:mnot ad vocate that. I t would
not be just to the shipping of the port.
All
the experts are in favour of having proper
accommodation. The only thing that is
feared by the shipping people is that the
Government will charge them for the cost. of
building the dock. y\7 ell, I do not think the
Government should block the matter in that
way, because in doing so they are handicapping the producer to a great extent. At
present a vessel coming up to Melbourne
must h~.ve a pilot from the Heads to the
Bay, and then it must have a harbor
pilot to bring it up to the wharfs. ] n
addition to that, a vessel over 500 feet in
length cannot come up the river without a
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tug to help it round the corners. I think
the pilotage charges could be reduced. a good
deal, and if we had proper dock accommodation at Port Melbourne, it would no longer
be necessary to have more than one pilot in
the Port of Melbourne. That w{)uld be a.
big advantage to shipping gellerally. The
Premier says he wants 20s. for each £1 expended. 'l'he shipping companies are not
afraid of that, but they flre afraid that he
will charge 21s. 6d. for each £1. The
Government should regard this as a great
national work, and instead of looking for
every penny to be paid back, they should
consider only the best means of giving better
accommodation for our export trade as well
as for our import trade. Of course, as a
protectionist I do not want to see large
imports; but for the export trade I any
that the advantage of this work w0uld be so
great that I am surprised that many of the
representatives of the farmers have not advocated it long ago. As I say, they advocated
the Geelong scheme last session because they
considered that it would benefit one particular
section of the country; but the improvement
of the Port of Melbourne would benefit the
main part of the country, namely, those who
are interested in the export trade. Look at
the grand accommodation which Mr. AngIis8
has made for the fretzing of meat. for export.
At the same time that accommodation is too
far from the ship. If the freezing of the meat
were done at the side of the dock, and if the
cargoes could be carried straight away in all
elasses of steamers, look at the advantage it
would be to the port. Of course, Mr. Angliss
and those associated with him are men who
know their own business, and 1 understand
they have a large home trade as well as the
export trade. Otherwise, I call1Hot for the
life or me understand how people come to
prepare their produce so farfrom the shippin~.
At Geelong the freezing worl<s are close
beside the ships, and the meat is placed on
the vessel without the necess.ity of any
further handling. At Port Melb()urne the
Government have their own land, and the
dock could be properly equipped in all re- .
spects, in order to deal with all sorts of cargo.
A new mail contract has just been entered
in to, and stea.mers of a larger size \\ ill be
employed. They will be very fast, and will
not be run for the ca.rriage of mails
only.
Adequate accommodation should
be
prepared
for
steamers
of
this
class,
because
they
will
not
be
willing to lie bere v('ry long
waiting for cargo.
They must be off
as quickly as they possibly can, and
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honorahle members representing the export
industries should urge upon the Premier the
advisllbility of carrying out this work at

once. The P1'emiet, has al ways said that he
is in favollr of it. The Age this morning,
however, says that it hardly believes him.
becanse he is ~oing 011 with the widening of
the Coode Canal. [would point ont that
that work is heino' c:1.1'1'ie(l out not hy the
GoVe1'llHl(,llt but ~by the. Harbor Trust.
Bnt the Premier has said that instead of the
soil from the cutting being taken down and
dumped into the Bay, the (ioverllluent would
be willinK to take it from the Ha.rbor Trllst
at the sallle price that, it costs the Trnst to
take it out, and would spend the rest of the
money in reclaimilJg the valuahle land along
the foreshore. The Premier says that this
land is worth £·WO an acre, but until it is
fillef1 np it is not worth 400 shillings. \Vhen
it is Hlled up it will, no doubt, be worth a
good deal. The ~[iuiste[' of Lands was
asked the other day to huild workmen's
homes, and the honorable gentleman gave
favomble consideration to the proposal, bnt
the Premier says that this land is too valuable
for that purpose. 'Vell, it is lying idle at
present, and has been lying idle for many
years; but if it is used in order to provide
propel' port accommodation the expenditure
will be fnlly justified. I will leave it in the
hands of the Premier to sec whether
he will go on with this work, and
build the dock.
I am Sllre that if he
does so he will get the support of the
prorlncers, and of everyone who wants to see
an impl'OH'l1lcnt in 0111' port accommorlatiol1.
W hell the Premier was spe~d<illg on the first
day of mel>tillk of Parliament be said that a.ll
the acrimoniolls remarks made at Glenelg
and Barwnll were to he forgotten and withdrawn. I interjected" And all the lies," It
was reported in the press that I said "And
all the lies that he told." I did not refer to
the honorable gentleman at all. I referred
to a gentleman who did tell some lies in
the Glenelg electorate. I was told that that
person said certain things.
I challenged
him, and he said that he had. I challenged
him outside, anf} said it was a lie. 'rhat
was the reason why I stated he was a low
cad.
The SPEAKER-Order!
~rr. SANGST}1~R,-YOll made me withdraw that remark, sir, aud I did; but that
honorable member said things of a personal
character about a certain member of the
Labour Party. and when he was pressed to say
who it was, I said he was a low cad.
The SPEAKER.-Order !
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Mr. SANGSTER-I said it. I am not
repeating it now, but am only telling honorable members what I said then.
Mr. VVA'l'T,-Too thin.
:M1'. SANGSTE R.- When a man stoops to
that--Mr. W ATT.-l-J e says he is willing to
prove it-the statement he made at Glenelg.
Mr. SANGSTER.-YOll know what the
honorable member wilJ do.
Mr. 'tV AT'l'.-I know he is an honest man.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I do not say that he is
not an hone::;t mall.
The SPEAKER.- Will the honorable member addresR the Chair?
Mr. SANGSTER.-But I know he is a
liar.
The SPEAKER.-The honorable member
must withdraw that. To call an honorable
member a liar is disorderly.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I withdraw it, bll~ I
will call him it to his face outside. What did
the honorable mom bel' say?
The SPEAKEIL·-Never mind what he
said. I would remind t.he honorable member
that he must not quarrel with any honorable
member outside. It is my duty to prevent
quarrels.
Mr. SANGSTER-I said that to the
honorable member when he was not a member of t.his Honse at all, when he was trying
to become OBe by putting me out. I then
told him what I have stated to-night. I told
him that! he told deliberate lies on the platform. He was not a member of this House
then.
Mr. vVATT.-I ris8 to a point of order.
'fhe honorable member for Port Melbourne
is referring to an honorable member of this
House. You have already ruled, sir, that
. he is ntlt in order in saying that any member
of this House told deliberate lies. Is it not
the same thing to say that before becoming
a member of the Honse he told deliberate
lies?
The SPEAKER.-I think it is. The
honorable member for Port Melbourne must
withdraw. The honorable member has no
right to apply the term to any honorable
member of this House, and I a8k the honorable momber to withdraw it.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I withdraw it.
Mr. WNL'T.-You should be the last honorable member to do anything of that kind.
The SPEAKER.-I must ask the honorable member not to interject.
Mr. SANGSTER.-I did not make use
of that expression, but I told the honorable
member--
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1lr.
ATT.-I am m@re of a gentlemall
than you are, and that is not saying much.
MI'. ~ANGSTER.-I told the honorable
member that he waR making a ulistake, al1d
asked him two or three times t~ withdraw
his statement. He knew himself that it was
not. true.
Mr. \VATl'.- \Vhat statement are you referring to?
Mr. SANGSTER.-The statement against
me.
Mr. \V ATT.-I thought yon meant what
was said at, Glenelg. He says he is prepared
to prove it.
Mr. SA~GSTEH..-He cannot prove it.
The ~PEAKgH..-I would again ask the
honorable member not to interject.
.Mr. SANGSTEH..-The honorable member cannot stop it.
The SPEAKgR.-I will stop it.
Mr. ~ANGSTER.-You will have to put
a gag on that honorable member.
Mr. W Al'T.-If you were gagged you
would" bust."
MI'. SANGS'rER.-I wanted to make
this oxplanation, because it appears in the
press that I said I hoped the lies
the Premier told would also be forgotten-but I did not say that. It appears that I called the honorable member a
low cad. I withdrew that, and I am giving
some justification for the action I took at that
time-nothing more and nothing less. We
were on the most friendly terms to all appearances when thoRe statements were made about
me.
Mr. WATT.-Rubbish.
Mr. SANGSTEH..-For a man to do an
action like that and pretend to be friendlywell, I say it only shows what he is ; and
his associates were not much better.
Mr. McKENZIE. - I would not have
Rpoken on the Address-in-Heply but for
the fact that serious damages have occurred
through the recent floods owing to the badly
constructed banks on the Goulburn.
A
large number of people have sustained a great
deal of loss. Noticing that the Government
intend to introd uce a Bill providing that
the land-owners should maintain the levees, I
wish to urge the Government not to introduce any such measure until these banks
have been put in I?uch a condition that the
people in the vicinity can depend on not being
subject to a deluge. Men who have resided
there for over twenty years never had their
houses flooded before; but last week they had
to boat their families away. In one particular
case a man had to boat seven or eight children out in order to escape. This is not likely
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to occur merely once; but in a season of this
kind, which may be termed a wet season,
there may be a ~~ries of floods, and what has
ha.ppened may OCCllr two or three times before
the end of next October. rrhis is a very
serious matter for tLose in the vicinity of
these banks. Anyone who has any knowledge of the construction of these ba.nks, or
who has seen them, will admit that they are
absolutely unfit for what they are intended
to effect.
Mr. BENT.-That was before your time,
and before my time.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I believe that; but,
unfortunately, the honorable gentlema.n is
continuing t.he trouble.
Mr. RENT.-I say, yes, all right.
Mr. McKENZIE. - Unless something, is
done to make these banks much more permanent than they are, it will be a serioua
thing for the Government; because I believe '
that these people will bring actions against
them for the losses which have been sustained. rrhere are some portions of these
banks, 8 feet high, that the wa.ter has
never even touched, not having reached the
base of the banks, and in other places, where
they are ~ feet high, they should be }2
or 14 feet. That shows that the levels
were faulty as well as the constrnction. I
would urge upon the Government that before
introducing the measure they propose they
should gi ve considerat ion to these matters.
In fact, I would urge thn,t an officer should
be sent up to ascertain the ·damages that the
settlers have sustained, because I look upon it
as a serious mat.ter, for these people have lost
the whole of their year's earnin~·s. This is
not an ordinary flood. There was some safegnard when t.he river was in its ordinary
course, but, since these banks had been constructed, when the banks give way the water
comes down ill a big deluge, and is
prevented from getting hack into the
river along the natural depressions, and
is retained on people's property.
This
is the point which makes the matter
so serious.
The matter is far more
serious than if the water was coming down
in the ordinary course of a flood, and then
passing off in two or three days. The water
is now retained by the banks, and is prevented from getting into the river again
lower down. A great many of these people
have depended on these banks as a protection from the water, and in consequence of
that have put in crops in places where they
otherwise would not have placed them. That,
of course, means a greater loss to men who
depended on this being a substantial work,
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and I trust that the Government even now
will send some one up and obtain a report
right away as to damages which have been
sustained by these people. I wish to refer to
only one more matter. Appointments have
been made during the recess to the 'Vater
Commission. .My district is one of those
which are largely interested in the administration of tho \Vater Act Consolidation
and Amendment Act, Hnd we are certainly
somewhat ai8appointed at the p~rsonl1el of the
Commission. We were told on the floor of the
House -by the Minister of Water Supply,
when the Bill was before the House-that
those who had fough t for local representation
need not fear, as there would be some one on
the Commission who would be acquainted
with local land values. But who are they
on the Commission 1 "Ve have two officers
of the Water Supply Department. 1 do not
wish to reflect in any way personally upon
the gentlemen themsel ves. 1 am only speaking of their capability for carrying out the
duties that will devolve upon them. We
have two engineers - I do not know why we
sbonld. The third gentleman is a man who
graduated ill a bank somewhere in the
suburbs of Melbourne, and afterwards became a town clerk. \Vhat posRible knowledge could he have of land values, or what
capability can he have fOI' directing the
farmers in the use of water?
Mr. BENT.-If the other two are as good
you are all right.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I say tha.t no man can
judge of the value of lalla in a district unless
he has some experience of the district in
which he is to judge. He eannot judge of
the values unlesH he knows wha.t the soil will
produce, and no mall who sees the cOllntry,
perhaps through a railway carriage window,
can form a correct. opinion as to that. I say
that that gentleman can have no knowledge
of the land values in Ollr district, and I would
point out that under this Act very much
indeed depends on the classification of the
land, and very much depends also on there
being somebody on tpe Commission to direct
the farmers in the use of water. If in the
initial stages of the Act there is bad administration, the superstructure that is
erected upon it must be faulty, to some
extent.
Mr. Vf AT'l'.-You want an imported man.
Mr. McKENZIE.-I would not object t.o
an imported man if he was a man who could
give us some instruction in the use of water.
Mr. GRAHAM.-He would have to unlearn
what he knows when he comes here. It
would be a libel on the State to go outside.
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Mr. McKENZIE.-I do nQt say that weshould go outside; but if we do go outsidelet us get a Il)an who can teach us something
in regard to the application of water to the
land. It is not merely a question of applying water to the land-any man can
do that-it is a question of applying it in a scientific way. You have not
only to get the water on the land; it is a
matter of getting tho water off the laud
afterwards. It is a question of putting it
on the land in such a way as to bE}
of some benent. I say that it is a man who
can give that information who is so necessary.
Engineers are only men who have a kllowledge
of construction. The other gentleman is a
bookkeeper, and perhaps knows his business
as far as bookkeeping is concerned. But we
want more than that. We \\ant a man whoknows all about the nse of water. If we
cannot get the proper man in the State, then
we might go outside. It would pay us
better if we did what we have done in C011nexion with the rail ways, if we got a man
who could give us instruction in cunnexion
with the administration of the Act. I hope
the Government will have an opportunity in
a few months of getting a man who will be
able to give the farmers some instruction in
connexion with this matter, and I trust
they will use every effort to get the best
man they possibly ian.
Mr. R. ~. BENNETT (Ballarat lV(}st).-I
was pleased to hear during last session that
the Premier proposed to take into consideration the question of the unemployed. By
the unemployed I understand he mean t
not merely men who are out of employment
from winter to winter, but rather that he
meant he would grapple with the whole
question of nnemployment, and deal wi.th it
in a radical manuel', so that those who were
lacking sustenance, as it were, would be in a
position to earn a living from time to time.
Although on that occasion I gave him full
credit for his good intentions, at the same
time I recognised that he was imposing on
himself an imposRihle task, and that with the
present capitalistic Hystem of producing
wealt \ it is impC'ssible for any Pre·
mier, .no matter how well intentioned he
may be, to do away with the trouble of
the unemployed man.
From winter to
winter, nay, indeed, I might say also from
summer ,to summer, the question of unemployment crops np, and although our capitalistic press may t-:ay that certain agitators
exaggerate the numbers of those who are
unemployed, yet no man knows better than
the Premier that men who are honest, men
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who would sta.nd well in the communitv in
.any position, are thrown out of work," not
through any fault of their own, but because
we have gravitated to such a position under
.our present conditions of wealth production
that, owing to the rapidly increasing methods
·of production used by those who possess the
land, and who use the primary machines that
are worked on the land, no Premier, how-ever well intentioned, can possibly cope with
the evil. I would say further that it is not
possible to sol ve the unemployed problem until
~ertain men are seated on the Treasury bench
-men who are prepared to adopt what our
-capitalistic press call revolutionary measures.
That is to say, until men are placed on the
Treasury bench who are prepared to radically
.change the present system of land-ownership,
and ~lso the present system of machine ownership, the problem of unemployment wilJ never
be solved. Although it is impossible, I suppose, to expect that in a short time such men
will be placed Qn the Treasury bench nevertheless I believe it is in the power even of a
~apitalistic Government, even of a class State,
to bring into existence certain la ws and regulations whereby to an enormous extent the
problem of unemployment will be solved.
'The other afternoon in this House the Premier stated that in Ballarat West-my own
~oustituency-he asked for a cer·tain number
of painter8-of course the Premier was merely
-quoting from the report which had been supplied to him-and that only four men turned
up. That is to say, only four men sought
~mployment, although cards of invitation
were sent to others. Now, I may say that I
ha.ve received a heart-rending letter from a
woman who is the mother of seven clnildren,
and who is the wife of a man who earnestly
desires employment, but cannot obtain it.
In this letter, which I am prepl:l.red to lay on
the table of the House, it is stated that the
representative of the Labour Bureau was not
present, and tha.t a large number of men were
prepared to take employment as painters,
but they were not even invited to do
80.
Apart altogether from that fact, however, we find that at present in Ballarat
West something like seventeen or eighteen
men who were employed round and about the
Ballarat West station, in doing necessary
repairs, were put off on '1 hursday last with()ut any reason being given for their dismissal. Thus, not Gnly did the people to
whom I first referred, and who were stated
to have refused work, not do so, but, in
addition, a lJumber of other men have beeo
turned off from work, and at present have no
~mployment at all.
I believe that in· Bal-
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larat, according to the local press, some 200
unemployed have been already registered,
and many of them are painters. These men
naturally resent the imputation \\ hich has
been cast upon them in the report supplied
to the Premier, and they assert that it was
a scandalous libel to say that they are merely
loafing about the city and not desiring work
at all.
Mr. COLECIuN.-They say the same in
Geelong.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).Geelong is merely a small pla.ce ill comparison
with Ballarat West. I repeat that these
painters in Ballarat West, many of whom are
out of employment. resent very much the
imputation cast upon t.hem, and say they are
willing to work, but cannot get work, and
that the representative of the Labour Bureau
would not give them a fair chance of getting
work at all. In dealing with the unemployed problem generally. the Premier, on
more than one occasion. has stated that he is
a "safe Socia1ist."
Mr. BENT.-Hear, hear.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).I do not know \vhat the Premier really means
by calling himself a "safe Socialist." I could
understand our good friend, the honorable
mf'mber for To')ra.k, saying he is an antiSocialist.
That is all right. I am a
revolutio'nary Socialist, and
we
can
agree to differ.
But when the Premier
says he is a "safe Socialist" I really do not
know what he means. All Socialism is safe.
It is merely the application of certain
principles, which even the Premier has recognised from time to time-principles
which the Premier brought into effect when
speaking at Glenelg, principles to which he
had to refer when he was speaking at Barwon.
In short, it is merely keeping in touch with
economic evolution. But the mao who deals
with the unemployed problem will have to be
more than a "safe Socialist," in t he sense that
the Premier puts on those words; he Will
have to be a Socialist now and every time.
But what. do we find? We have the Premier
telling the unemployed that he is going to do
the best he possibly can for them.
I
believe that he will enueavour to do
so as far as he can; but how are we
going to dec;.l with the unemployed problem
a.s a whole, and what does that problem really
involve? As I indicated at the beginning of
my remarks, the man who is prepared to
grapple with the unemployed problem will first
ha ve to touch the land question, and, secondly,
the question of using machinery Oll the land.
Is the present Premier prepared to introduce
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certain measures tha,t will have the effect of
pla.cing a high tax on unimproved land
values '? Is he prepa.red to grapple with the
question of improved machinery? I doubt it
very much; but if he is not, then he has no
reason at all to call himself even a "safe"
Sociali8t; he has no reason to say that he is
able to grapple with the unemployed problem
in any sense of the word. Closely connected
with the unemployed problem is the question
of st.arvillg children. I want to eiliphasize
those words" starving children." I had the
honour last session to sit next to the representative of thp. Railways Senice (Mr. Solly)
when he bronght under the notice of this
House the question of those children who
were
going to school not properly
clothed, and also not properly fed.
The
Premier in a burst of what we might
call humanitariallism, said he would inquire
into the matter, and afterwards he stated,
according to Hansard, that he had appointed
certain doctors to inquire illto the physical
condition of tho children attending our ~tate
schools. As the result of that inquiry, we
were informed that there w'as 1)0 reason
here to provide for allY State maiutenance
for children attending the schools.
Mr. BENT.-That il:! 1l0t so.
I did not
send any doctors at all. I sent" tucker."
Mr. H. S. BENNE'rr (Ballarat West).I would rather call it food, but 've will say
" tucker." I uuderstand that the Premier
says hi~ promise was that he would see
the children had sufficient food. A certain Labour member in the Honse of
Comniolls two years l:Igo brought llurler
the notice of the Ministry of the day
in England the YCI'y question to which I am
dra wing attention to-day-State maintenance for children. Mr. Joseph Chamberlain said that in England there was no
reason to call out about the under-fed
children, and Sir John Gorst supporterl him,
l:)aying it was a mere cry on the part of agitators who desired to rai8e a hubbub about this,
that, and the other, and that there was
nothing in the matter at alL Yet I find
from the London Times that ~ir John
Gorst has said that he is now absolutely
in
favonr of
the introduction of a
Bill for State maintenance for children.
He recognises that in London and in
the counties the need exists for children
to be properly fed by State aut horities; and
if any honorable member to-night should
argue that the same evil economic conditions
do not exist in Victoria, I should be very
glad to take him through my constituency,
and that of the honorable member for
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Ballarat East, and show him children going to
school improperly clothed and improperly feel,
children who need State maintenance 11:;
rauch as the children of \Vhlitechapel. I wallt
to quote, ill order to show that the scheme for
the State ma.intenance for children is feasihle,
from certain reports that have been fU1'llisbed
by people who were formerly opposed to the
idea of ~tate maintenance altogether. I desire to qnote one gentleman, who is now an
honorable representative· ill the Hou~e of
Deputies in Italy. W hen the (plestioll of
State maintenance was fin:;t brought fOl'\yard J
he said he believed it to be merely an agitation
started by certain ~ocialists and Had icals gencrally; but he told ~1r .•Jolm Spargo, in the
work from which I am now about to quoteUndel'-fed School Chldrtlt--that after three
years' trial in Italy there wad not a siugle
member, COllservative, Liberal, or ~uciali~tJ
that WaS opposed to t he idea of ~tate maintenance for children. I do 110t say that we are
prepared to adopt the samedrasticmeasllres as
have been adopted in Italy; but wherever a
child goes to school underfed it is the duty of
the State, be it a capitalistic State, a clas:;
State, or whatever JOIl like to call it, to provide propcr nourishmeut for it. ,Moreover, in
Birmingham, the cOllstituency represented
by the man who spilt so lllllch blood in Sonth
Africa-Mr. Joseph Chamberlain-·who. if
his name is not received with hoots ill thi~
country, is to-day, or was, received in his own
constituency with hisses-there hal:! been introduced a system of State maintenance, and we
find school teachers testifying that never
before have the records Leen so hi~h for the
teachers. Nevel' before have the children
passed so well in their examinations aH
they have since the State stepped in aJl(l
saw that they were properly fed aud
properly clothed. After all, we can talk ill
an Assembly like this, where votes seem to
connt far more than principles; we ('an
talk as we will; bnt OlJ tside this Honse·
to-night-I make this statement, and
challenge contradiction of it-there are
thousands
of men starving
ill Yictoria.
There are thousands of women
who will go down upon their knees
to-night, and pray to their Deity for food
for to-morrow's breakfast, and this in spite
of our talking, and in spite of our votes.
Honorable members upon the other (the
Ministerial) side can smile, but it is truth
that I am talking.
"Thile the Government bring in this Bill, and that Bill, and
the other Bill, the present cursed industrial
system goes on from day to day. '}'here is
another thing I want to speak about, and I
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trust the Premier is present. 'rhe other
night the honora.le member for Williamstown
dealt with tbe purchase of the Chirnside
estate, and made very serious charges against
the Government-far more serious charges
than were made by the honorabl~ member
who represents the Railways Service (Mr.
Solly), for which the honorable member was
called over the coals. Although the honora~le member was merely making a quotation
from an address by a member of aI.)Qther
place, yet I find, in looking over the files of
the press, that certain members sitting on
this (the Opposition) side of the House are
charged with crimes far more serious than
the statements alleged to have been made by
the honorable member for the Hailways
Those charges are that certain
Service.
members ou this (the Opposition) side CDf the
House are in favour of ab"lishing the present
marriage system, and of bringing about a
s,ate of immorality far more shameful, far
more scandalous, and far more dastardly
than anything ever quoted by the honorable
member for the Railways Service. Although
the Premier saw fit this afternoon to bring
under the notice of the House certain statements quoted by that honorable member from
a speech by a member of another place, he
ignored altogether the incorrect, untruthful,
alld scandalous statements made against
members on this (the Opposition) side of the
House. It would be well the next time the
Premier proposes to bring It matter of this
sort before this honorable House if he would
betH' in mind that statements which can only
be stigmatized as scandalous, are uttered
from time to time during the recess by
men who are not able to hold a
candle to those who sit upon these (the
Opposition) benches. The honorable member for Williamstown levelled serious
charges against certain members of this
House in reference to the Chirnside estate,
and the Premier would do well to consent to
the propnsition of the leader of the Opposition to appoillt a Committee or H.oyal Commission toinqllire into the matter. Certain
statements are made outside this Chamber
that reflect discredit not alone on the
Premier, but upun other men in this Honse.
It is common talk about town that the
buying of the Chirnside estate was simply a
scandal, and the Premier would do well, in
order to clear himself and the character of
other men sitting in this Chamber, to have
a Commission appointed and show these
outside people, the press and the mere
gossip mongers, that there is no truth in
-the lying rumours that are going about.
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It is simply scandalous that these statements
should go about, and that the leader of the
Government should sit quietly in his seat
and refuse the challenge of the leader of the
Opposition. If there is no truth in them,
very well, let the Royal Commission decide
the matter; but if there is any semblance of
truth in them, let the Commission be appoillted, and the matter be thoroughly
thrashed out from beginning to end.
Mr. W A'l'T.- What are the statements?
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).I may say that corruption is whispered
outside, and that the leader of the House
would do well to have a Commission a~
pointed to see whether there is any truth in
the rumours or not. I desire to refer to some
questions concerning the mining industry,
and of particu lar interest to my own constituency. Thanks to the honorable member
for Grenville, during the last eighteen months
the question of royalty has been brought
very promillently to the front. Prior to that
time we heard very little about royalty or
tributing, and very little, save here and
there, about the mining industry at all.
I understand the Minister of Mines is about to
bring in a Bill dealing with the royalty and
tributing questions, and I would like to impress upon him the fact that already in tho
district of Ballarat, East and West, the sum of
£250,000 has been paid to certain people who
have no just claim to it. They are not even
land-holders, bnt ~l.l'e mere lessees.
They
have actually received £~50,OOO from men
who have worked the gronnd and produced
the gold, men who have paid the dividendsto
the shareholders and the miners their wages.
Fifteen years ago the Pearce Brothers, to
whom I allude, took out a certain lease and
spent a few pounds 011 it. Time rolled on,
and a few months ago they applied for a
renewal of the lease, although their time had
not run out. They obtained the renewal,
and they are still drawillg the royalties,
although neither Isaiah nor his brother
has ever used his brain-if I may be
allowed to use the expression-or manual
muscle, towards getting 1 dwt. of the
gold extracted, from the ground in Ballarat East or Ba]]arat W" est. In the Pitfi~ld
district, we find that certain lessees have
obtained the ground under what I must call
false rretences. They have obtained from
the people working the claims £10,00(},
although they have not done anything towards extracting I dwt. of gold from the
claims. I am not speaking on behalf of the
miners alone, nor the shareholders alone, but
I say that the whole system is damnable in
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the extreme, and unless the Minister of ~lines
is prepared to bring in a Bill absolutely
radical in every detail, this Government has
not the oonfidence of the House. Until the
Minister of Mines is prepared to bring in a
Bill to deal with the tributing and royalty
-evils, the Govemment has not the c:mfi.denee of the House. J speak alii a man who
ha.s for a few months only represented
It
mining constituency, and 1 have
had mpn, womell, aud even children
{)oming to me from week end to week end
begging for the mere necessaries of life; and
the women have told me that their husbands
have worked in these claims and produced
gold again alld again, and yet their average
earnillgl'l have never reached 15s. a week. I
.challenge cert~tin eriticsof the Stock Exchange
Qf Balbrl1t to contradict the statement that the
.average wage of tributers in my district is
not above 17s. 6d a week. I know well that
110W and again a tributer strikes wha,t the
miners call a good patch. I know he makes
a lucky hit here and there; but taking the
.avera.ge you will find that the tributer does
not recei ve more than 17 s. 6d. a. week. Is
that a fair wage for a man prod nci ng gold to
pay the 8hareholders their dividends '! Is that
.a fair wag-e for the men who are making the
mining industry go? I say it is not. Yet
these things are occurring at the present
time. I can prove what I say by men working in the claims who are prepared to take
their oath if need be. Yet priOl' to the advent
()f certa.in men who represent mining con·
stituencies, and are also identified with the
Labour Prtrty, what did we hea.r about the
royalty and tribl1ting questions? We heard
nothing at all.
Mr. WATT. - We heard it time after time.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).'Vhen? Uid the honorable member speak
about it?
Mr. \V ATT.-It is as old as original sin.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballatat West).
-'l'he Labour Party has mane this a live
</uestion. U nti! the honorable member for
Grenville (Charles McGrath) started an agitation ill reference to the loyahy question, we
-did not hear much about it at all. 'l'he
Minister of Mines did not think of bringing
in a Bill to deal with tributing and royalties
until the miners returned labour men to Parliltment. The honorable member for Essendon says these questions were idtroduced
some time ago. I admit that the honorable
member for Bendigo East. (Mr. Bailes) had a
motion passed under which a committee was
appointed to inqnire into the system of tributing. What a farce the thing was! Only
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a week or two ago I obtained the report of, and
the evidence taken by that committee. Some
of the miners dare not speak the truth as to
the wages they were recei viug. If they said
one word aga.inst certain people who are
merely lessees, they knew right well that
they would have to right about face. Until
certain mcmQers on the Opposition side of the
House introduced the qu~stions of royalty
and tributing, we heard not one word about
the evil in respect to the conditions under
which the miners were working. Will the
I>remier deny that this is the case 1 'Vill
any honorable member assert that until
the Labour ra.rty had returned a certain
number of men to the House the condition of the working classes, and the
evils uuder which they suffered, have been
treated seriously? The honorable member
for E:;sendon lllay cough. I respect him
very much, personally. Until the Labour
Party appeared, neither the miners nor any
other section of the working classes received
a.ny justice. Until the working classes have
power on the Treasury bench to deal with
the conditions of labour, both mental and
manual, they will find very little difference
in their position .
Mr. W ATT.-'l'he Labour Party will have
to get new representatives before they get on
the Treasury bench.
Mr. H. ~. BE~NETT (Ballarat JVest).If so, I pray that they will nGver ret urn
the honorable member.
If the labour
movement is to return fresh members, let
them return members who are prepared to
place principles before seats, and to ad vocate
principles before mere votes; let them never
retum a single-taxer who will turn rOllnd and
vote against. his avowed principles. On the
Government side of the HOllse certain gentlemen sit whom I esteem highly as individuals,
and upon the Opposition side of the House
sit the party to which I am allied. \Vhether
we are anti·Socia,lists or :::;ocialists-and you
can take the word in the most revoilltionary
sense-the day is coming, and, mark my
words, be it a few years or not, whell you will
find that on the Hovernment side of the Hou8e,
and upon this side of the HoU!se, will sit men
who are either in favour of the llapitalistio
system or against it. We see the tum of
the tide already. You find the "Victorian
Eleven" crossing to the Govemment side, because they know that the vital question coming before the people at the next general
election is whether private enterprise shall
retain the means of obtaining and producing
wealth or whether the Commonwealth shall
hold them.
The fight of the future is
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between the Socialist and the anti-Socialist, bee.
tween the capitalist and those who produce but do not receive what they are justly
entitled to.
Mr. W ATT.-This is a good speech to
quote from.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).Better than the honorable member's speech
at Glenelg, I hope.
Sooner or later these
things will take place. We only have to
iook to the Federal Parliament to find that
the line of demarcation is being drawn
closer and closer between people holding
certain opinions on the Opposition side of
this chamber and the other side-between the
collectivists on this side and the individualists
on the Goverument side of the House. Although at the pre~ent time the members
sitting on the Government side of the House
pose as individualists, yet they are quite prepared to adopt the collectivist platform, and
they are compelled to du 80 by the force of
economic evolution itself. ""hat do we find
at Barwon? We find that the Minister of
Water Supply is prepared to call himself a
Socialist, but of a particular brand. What
does he mean by that?
Mr. ANSTBY.-He distinguishes between
the respectahle and the non-respectah!e.
Mr. H. S. BEN NE rr1' (Ballarat West) ).When we see a gentleman like the Minister
of Water Supply stating in one Flace that he
is a ~OCill1ist. and trying to water it down in
another, it shows that he is not only determined to catch votes, but above all that he
recognises that the public is awakening to
the fact ,hat private enterprise cannot be
trusted with its own business. The trust
and the combine are making even the
honorable member for Bulla advocate what
the press calls a. socialistic measure, because
in Bulla, which is a farmers' constituency,
they recognise that the introduction of machinery means calling to their aid the State
-the people as a whole. And so we find it
all along the line.
Ta.ke the subject of
criminology. I wrote to my friend, Signor
Enrioo Ferri, who is the leader of the Socialist party in the House of Deputies in
Ita.ly. 1 asked him if the Socialist movement
was proKressing in tha.t country, and he said
it was progressing right well. I sent him a
rough outlille of the Bill tc) be introduced
by the Government in regard to indeterminate sentences. I asked him his opinion
of ihat measure, and he says, .( I rejoice to
see that even in Australia, that is so backwa.rd as regards economic conditions--"
Mr. WAT'l,.-rfhat is lovely. We are centuries ahead of Italy.
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Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).No. Thi!:! man is regarded by all people
a.s beitlg one of the leading criminologists in the world, and he says he
rejoices to see that the Government of the day
here were forced to take iuto consideration
the subject of criminology. In that letter
he said that he had battled for more than
ileventeen years in endeavouring to reform
our penal system, and that it was only
recently that he had put into pamphlet form
a series of lectures bearing upon this subject, delivered by him before one of the
leading uni"ersities of Italy. In commenting on this subjeot let me sa.y that in Victoria..
the present Government have been compelled
to take up the question of indeterminate
sentences simply because it has been forced
upon them by the Age newspaper from time
to time .. Butis the introduction of a provision
for the imposition of indeterminate sentences
on criminals any reform in Ollr penal system ?
I suppose every honorable member has at
some time or other gone through the Pentridge Stockade. There he has seen perhaps
one man who has been sen tenced to seVfm years"
imprisonment for embezzling money from, say,.
the University; a second man, essentially a
born criminal, serving a sentence of eighteen
months for robbery with violence; a third
man serving a hlrm of imprisonment for
picking pockets; and a fourth man who is.
in prison for committing a sexual offenee.
Is any distinction made between thesefour· men in gaol ~ Not the slightest.
The man whom I may call a schQlar, in
order to distinguish him, is placed in the sameward as the man who h'l.s committed a sexual
offence. The other two men are perhaps.
placed in another ward amongst other'
criminals. In nine cases ont of ten when
men come out of gaol after havillg served
their first sentence, they are as degraded as.
the scoundrels with whom they have been.
classed.
Mr. WATT.-The Waranga mnrderer is.
classed as a first offender at Pentridge.
Mr. H. S. BENNE'rrr (Ballarat West).If the Government is really earnest in their'
desire to effect a reform. they should go to
t.he root of t.he matter. At the present time
there are men in gaol serving sentences with
solitary confinement who should not be in
prison any more than the Premier or myself.
'fhese are men who have committecl offences
upon impulse, and persons of that character
should be treated absolutely apart from
criminals, and yet in Pentridge I have seen,.
time after time, men, who might ultimately
become well-conducted citizens if given an
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opportunity, placed amongst the lowest
scoundrels in the country.
Mr. W ATT.-And kept. there in idleness.

Mr. H .. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).-I agree with the honorable member for
Essendon that these men should be treated
nnder a scient.ific system. At present, in nine
cases out of ten, when a man comes out of
gaol there is an officer of the Criminal Investigation Branch waiting at the gaol gates
in order to mark that man. Then, if he
tries to obtain work, in nine cases ont of ten
the employer is told that he has served a
sentence in PClltridge, and he is turned
adrift to criminality again.
Mr. ,VATT.-That is an exaggeration.
Mr. COLIWHIN.-It is not.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).I wish that the honorable member for
Esspndon was right; hut I know, from facts
brought under my own notice, and inquired
into personally by me, that men who have
served sentences, and whom I wonld classify
with Havelock Ellis in his work on criminology as first offenders, are dogged step by
step when they come out of gaol, and if they
cannot act.ually be caught in any criminal
nct are arrested as vagrants.
~lr. WATT.-What I took exception to
,yas the statement that this happencd in
IJine cascs out of ten.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).
-The whole of onr penal system should be
rapidly changed.
Everyone who has
studied criminology must be in favonr of the
system of indeterminate sentences; but if a
Bill to provide for the imposition of indeterminate sentences is brought in, however
wisely worded and adminis~ered it may be, it
will not tonch the roots of the evil. l,et me
tell the Premier, who boasts of being a safe
Socialist; that if he wants to leave a name to
posterity, he should go to the root of this
matter. It is no good appointing a Police
CGmmission and closing it down after a few
months. I remenlber when first I came into
this Honse I was told by a gentleman, who
occupies a fairly high posit.ion in our Penal
Department, that J would have all sorts of
criminals coming to me with tales. I was,
therefore, prepared for what happened, and
hecause I had always had a certain liking for
the study of criminology I inquired into a
)Jumber of stories that were told me. I discovered that what I was told ill the letter,
which I have read, was only too true, and that
the conditions that pre,'ailed in ltaly also
prevail here. III a certain gaol in this ~State
'I went to the Governor and asked to see a certain criminal. He was an "intel'estiug
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subject," as a surgeon would say. The
Governor said, "You cannot see him unless
two warders are present. I think he is a fit
subject for a lunatic asylum." I replied that
I did not want any warder to be with me,
and the governor informed me that he
was acting in accordance with the regulation
in refusing to allow me to go alone. After
a great deal of persnasion I was allowed to
see the criminal without any warders, and I
must admit that he immediatelv rushed at
me like a wild beast. I held out my hand,
and passed him the time of day. He immediately became calm, and I had a quiet talk
with him. 'rhe name I)f this criminal has
appeared in the pape.r~ here time after time.
I asked him what was the cause of his outburst, and he told me t.hat. at certain times
a fit of uncontrollable temper eame over him,
and if any warders or visitors were in the
vicinity he mlUst hit them and kick them. I
told him that I considered that he was a fit
sul!>ject for the hospital. He replied that the
gaol authorities would not take him to the
hospital, but said he w:.ts a lunatic.
He also
informed me that he believed that if he could
get rid of his horrible fits of distemper he
would be able to make himself a decent
citizen. After that interview I spoke to the
governor of the gaol about the matter, and
he said that he believed that there was some
truth in what J had been told by the
prisoner, but that unfortunately the doctor of
the gaol did not understand psychology
sufficiently well to deal with a man of
that character. I say, with that state
of affairs existing ~in
Victoria,
the
Premier, in the name of humanity,
should introduce such legislation over and
above the provision for indeterminate sentences that will radically reform our penal
system. Since the Government are seemingly prepared to introduce a measure dealing with the vast subject of criminology, let
them deal with it in a radical manner that
will bring about a state of affairs that will
show the whole world that we have advanced
not only in other matters, but also as
regards a problem that has troubled the
best intellects of the day. I am exceedingly
pleased at the statement of the Government
that they propose to introduce certain reforms
in connexion with the Forestry Department.
No matter what political opinions any honorable member may hold as regards mining,
everyone will admit that the forestry. branch
of the Mines Department needs a thorough
overhauling. This is a matter that affects
the whole State, and if the Government is
prepared to deal with this matter as it should
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be dealt with, they will introduce a measure
that will shock certain gentlemen who say
they are in favour of forestry reform, and
yet are not, to use a vulgarism, prepared to
go the "whole hog." From my experience as
the representative of a mining constiiliensy,
I am of the opinion that if the mining
industry is to be kept up at all there must
be a thorough reform of the w hole Department. There is no use in the Government making proollises, and having nice
little p:1ragraphs in the newspapers, if nothing
further is done. If we are serious as politicians, and mean what we are talking about,
we must recognise that, no matter what
vested in~erest is being interfered with, it is
necessary to go to the reot of the evil. I
regret very much that ::lome honorable members have referred to employes in such uncomplimentary terms. :For my part, like ~1r.
Tregear, (If the New Zealand Labour Department, I have endeavoured to take a fair view
of the matter. This morning I was present
at a meeting of the unemployed ill Swanstonstreet, and I am sure that ont of the large
number present there were a number of
loafers who would not take work if it were
offered to them. On tLe other hand, the
vast majority of the unemployed are sincere and anxious to get work, and
althongh a number of them are married
men, and to take a job in the country
would mean that they would have to keep two
homes going, they are prepared to go to
the country, and do what they can to earn an
honest wage. J have heard some honorable
members state that the majority of the unemployed do not desire work at all. That
is a scandalous libel upon a lot of decent
men.
I hope the Premier will take into
seriom! consideration a matter that has come
under my notice.
I :find that men are
coming in large numbers from New South
Wales and the other States into Victoria,
and having their names registered at the
Labour Bureau. Men who ha,'e lived in
Victoria are being pltssed over, and work
given to these people from the other States.
I believe that Mr. ·Whitehead knows of this
matter, but that' he is powerless to prevent
i~
.
Mr. BENl'.-Why is he powerless, if he
is sueh a great man I),S yon say he is ?
Mr. H. S. BE~NETT (Ballarat J¥est).I did not say that he was a great man. I
would rather say that Thomas Bent was a
great man.
Mr. BENT.- In what way?
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballflrat West).Mr. Whitehead is doing his duty.
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Mr. BENT.-Oh !
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).Well, why not sack him? These men are
now coming from various other States because they have heard that the Premier of
Victoria is going to do his best for the Ullemployed. The result is that some of the
Premier's own constituents may be put on
one side becanse these people from other
States are having their names registered
before the names of men belonging to this
State.
Mr. W ATT.-That should be looked into
at once.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).It is g0ing ~ll every day. I would make the
snggestion that before n man is registered 011
the books of the bureau he sh0uld be required
tv produce his elector's right. It is llot a
question of politics at all; but let him produce his elector's right to show that he is
honestly a citizen of the State of Victoria.
This question will have to be dealt with at
once, "because men are now flocking in from
the other States. No less than five carpenters told me to-day that men ha \'e come from
Ne\v South Wales, owing to the promise
made by the Premier that he would do his
very best for the unemployed. I do not know
whether I quoted from a ::;tatemellt of the
Premier the other night about the unemployed
in my district. I naturally felt sore on the
subject, and I bring it under notice now in
order tha.t the Premier may deal justly with
the men. When I asked that question regardillg tbe re-organization of the Labour
~ureau, I was not asking it in any carping
spirit at all. The Premier in his replyq noting, of course, the officer's report-said
that the Government did their best for the
unemployed in the country districts, and that
very few applied for the positions referred to.
Now, I have made inquiry. I called a Humber of these uuemployed to my private
residence, and I put the question poiut blank
to them, prepared as I was to make further
inquiries, as to what truth there waR in that
report furnished to the Premier. They told
me as regarded the men who were requested
to go to the. vVestern District according to the
statement made by the Government representative, who, by th8 way, did not appear
until the second day after the cards were
sent npfrom the Labollf Bureau, thattheywere
required to provide their own tents and their
own tools. All the~e men were married men
and were not prepared to pay the money or,
at all events, to take the risk of only being
employed for tv\"'o 01' three weeks; but in
order to make sure, they asked the Govern-
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representative on
the
Ballarat
station how long they would be
~mployed.
"Oh, well," he said, "I think
about four weeks." They said-c. vVhat
about the tents we have to buy ~" He
answercd-" Oh, the Government will allow
for them."
They said-" Are you sure of
that ?" He said-" I think so." The men
said-" Then how much will come to us and
to our wives and children at the end of four
weeks if we have to pay for these things ?"
The Government representative answered"Not much,I suppose." Then as to painters.
There are supposed to have been only four
painters who turned up in Ballarat. These
mell went up there, and have been working
up till four days ago. They were then put
()ff. Not only that, hut a gang of men who
had been working at Ballarat for three
months have also been put off. Two days
after those men were put off some one sent a
report to the Premier stating that only four
painters applied for ivork in Ballarat West.
This is scandalously incorrect. I know some
()f these men personally, Lecause they reside
not far from my own residence. They are
honest, straightforward men, anxious to get
work-dying to get work. Yet these men
found it stated in the papers that they were
not anxiolls for work. They told me that
men who were formerly employed as casuals
bad been turned off. They said - " What is
the use of 1\1 r. Bel'lt saying ,hat we are not
anxious for work ?"
Mr. BE~'r.-] never said that. I say that
the representative yon speak about has no
sympathy with the men.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).I am glad the Premier has made that remark.
It throws a very vivid light upon the question I raiseci the other night as to the re()rganization of the Labour Bureau. If it is
true that the representatives of the Government haye no sympathy with the unemployed,
then let the Government bring rrregear
from New Zealand as soon as they can, and
re-orglUlize the Labonr Bureau on a Labour
Party ba8is. I believe, however, that the
Government representatives have a certain
amount of sympathy, but theya.re tied hand
and foot, and can do nothing.
Mr. BENT.-Who prevents them?
Mr. H. S. BENNE1"r (Bflllett'at West.)I don't know.
They can only find employ• ment for a certain number.
An HONORABLE MliMBlm.-rr!lev have to
move according to the instructions ~ th€y get
from the Government.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Balla7'at West).Then the Premier is to blame.
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Mr. PRENDERGAS'f.- Who is to make the
reform unless the Government do it ?
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).There will be no reform until the Labour
Party gets into power.
Mr. WATT.-That will not be for a long,
long time.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).It will not be very long. If the representatives of the Government are not in accord
with the sentiments expressed by the Premier then the Premier should get men who
really are in accord with his sentiments. Here is the trouble. We have
certain reports sent to the Premier. He
reads them in good faith, but they are not
correc[. I say this from my knowledge of
what has taken place in Ballarat West, $\.nd
I defy contr!l.diction. There are at least 200
men regist.ered in Ballarat. By the way, I
should like to have something to do with the
registration of these men. There are only
200 men according to the papers registered
at present in the Ballarat district, including
Ballarat East.
Those 200 men do not
represent the numbcr of uncmployed ill the
district of Ballarat-not by several hundreds.
There are men in the Ballarat district with
whom I sympathize, and who come to me for
relief, but they are ashamed to go and
register their names as unemployed. I do
not know why they should be ashamed.
rl'hey are the back-bone of the State, and they
are wealth produGers ; but still they refuse to
have their names registered. ~o it goes
forth that only 200 men are o.ut of employment in that district. Two hundred! I say
there are 15,000 men in the State of Victoria
who do not know where their breakfast is to
come from to-morrow.
Mr. "'vV A'l'T.-Don't you believe it.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).The honorable member may not think
so.
Mr. BEARD.-He is no judge.
Mr. H. S. BENNET'l' (Ballm'at" West).It was stated in the press that, \vhen a certain
committee made inquiries, it wa.s found that
there were not that numb~r out of employment in Melbourue a,lone, but I say that
there are 15,000 men unemployed in
Victoria; and although the Premier may
be doing his best, under a capitalistic
Government, to relieve these men, I say
it is absolutely impossible to give them
work until we are prepared to change the
economic system under which we live. Let
me refer to the question of the children. I
remember very well that, whatever the
remark made by the Premier may have been,

The Governor's Speech:

[10 JULY,

it a.mounted in substance to this, that the
honorable member for the Ra.ilways Service
(Mr. Sony) had exaggerated the number of
children who were really poverty·stricken. I
was interested at the time in the subject of
State maintenance, although not prepared to
speak, and I made inquiries into it, not in
Melbourne, because I know that there are
always a vast number of children on the
poverty line in this city, but in certain
country districts, the nameH of which I shall
not mention. I found, striking an average,
an amount of poverty in those districts just
as severe and just as hard on poor children as
it was in Melbourne itself, yet we have no
real proposal to grapple with social reform in
the strict sellse of the wQrd. Alth~lUgh the
members of the Government go about the
country boasting that they are" safe Socialists," and so on-Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK. - Meat-safe
Socialists.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Balla1'at West).Although they boast that they are safe
Socialists, we have no serious attempt to
grapple with the subject, and these children
are in absolute want. They are right upon
the line of poverty, and if Sir John Gorst, in
the House of Commons, was prepared to say
that, notwithstanding the fact that certain
fanalic labour members brought forward the
question of State maintenance, he was now
ready to snpport a measure of that kind,
surely we, on this (the Opposition) side of
the House, are fully justified in bringing forward the question of the State maintenance
for children, and, in urging that the speech
of His Excellency the Governor is not byagy
mean& complete seeing that the questions Gf the unemployed and of ~tate
maintenance are not fully dealt with .. Before concluding, I wish to brin~ under the
notice of the House, and of the Minister of
Mines more particula.rly, the question of the
mining industry. This subject is of particuJar importance, and, therefore, I shall refer to
it once more. At present, there is a dis0nssion going on amongst those who /Sit on the
other (the Ministerial) side of the House as
to whether the most important industry of
the State is wool, or whether it is gold.
Some contend that gold is the back-bone
of the State, and others contend that it
is wool. I will not enter into this COlltroversy, but I wish to bring under notice
one at least of our most important
industries under our present system, namely,
that of gold-mining; and I shall attempt to
show the Honse how radical the minds of
honorable members should be if they really
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intend to deal with this question. I havepreviously pointed out that two people in
Ballarat-l have mentioned their names before-have drawn within the la~t few years
£250,000, not because they have dOlle anything to earn it, bnt simply and solely because, owing to the laxity of our mining
laws, they have had the opportunity of
grasping that money from certain companies
-in short, from those who actually producethe gold.
N ow, as I think I have alsopointed out, these people a few weeks ago,.
through some influence or another, obtained
a renewal of their lease. I dra.w the attention of the :Ministel' of Mines particularly t()
this matter.
'rhe lease, so far as 1 can
understand, runs for another fifteen years.
What does that mean? It means that thesepeople, these barnacles, these exploiters,.
these mere do-nothing-at-alls, have a right to.
fasten upon the mining il}dustry and draw
all they can without doing the slightest
thing towards making the mining industry
" gee," as they say upon the Exchange.
Although I am very seldom in favour of thesentiments expressed by the daily press, yet.
I must confess that the Age hilS done good
service in drawing attention to the royalty
evil. It is a perfect I!urse. I have already
pointed out that at Pitfield a syndicate havedrawn £10,000 without having done anything, but simply and solely because they
have been able to work the things in
such a way tha.t they have had the opportunity to grasp the golden sovereigns tGwhieh the Premier often refers. \Vhat is theuse of the Government stating in theGovernor's speech that we are going to deal
with the royalty trouble. and the tributing
trouble? Why not give us something definite? Why have the Government not said
precisely that unless the leases are worked weare going to turn them over to those wh(}
will work them? If that had been done it
would make the lessees stand up. These
people should be told that if they did llot d()
something for these thousands of pounds their
leases would, after a certain time, be offered t()
the companies which are working the claims.
at present. That is what is required. ]s it
nothing that· these wap:es men, as well as.
tributers, should go on producing simply
and solely.ill order that these people may
have their pound of flesh, like bhylock
of old?
Is it nothing that this state
of things should go on and t hat our
Government should stand by absolutely
impotent, and merely st.ate in this beautiful,
t.his glorious speech that they are ~Oillg to
deal with the question of royalty and
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trihuting? Is that all 7 Is t.hat sufficient?
is it likely that anybody who had even an
outside knowledge of the mining industry
would rest content with the "ague terms
that are llsed? 1 say that no one would.
In refcrence to the unemployed and the question of State maintenance, I wish to con·
c1ude with a statement which Inay be
considered by many to be extravagant, but
\\;hich to my mind is not extravagant. All
Governments sitting at this time throughout
the world are simply committees of the
ruling classes who, 110 matter how good
their intentions may be, have to frame
legislation that is in accordance with the
dictates of those who are economical1y at the
top of the tree. That is the position I take
np, and that is what I contend-that
those who hold the reins ecm~olllically
will rUll our Parliaments, and that
until honorable members, whoever they may
be, are prepared to VQte for working-class
nwltsnres first, the outside workers will find
that there will be very little done for them.
With regard to the ~ Governor's speech, I
wOlild afrHin point out that there is 110 definite
all~wer to the agitation which has already
commenced in Ballarat, Grenville, and elsewhere, and 1 therefore desire to moveThat the following words be added to the proposed Address :- ., and, further, we affirm that it
is urgently desirable, in the interest of the great
mining industry, that a Select Committee should
he appointed to inquire into the leasing system of
this State and the general administration of the
Mines Department."

Mr. BENT.-Another 'Vote of want of confidence.
~fr. H. S. B EX~ETT (l]"lla1'at Urfst).The honorable gentleman may take it as a
motion of want of confidence if he like~.
.Mr. BEN''l'.-'What else 7
)fr. McGRATH.-I desire to secoud t,he
.amendment moved bv the honorable member
for Ballarat \Vest., al~d in doing so I de:-;ire to
make a few remarks concerning the addition
proposed to be made to the Address· ill-Reply.
During the recess I have endeavoured, at.; far
as pussible, to make myself acquainted. with
the e\'ils in cOllllexioll with tributing and
the shepherding of leases, and with the
extent to which the royalty t'vil has
grown ill Victoria..
While pllrs~lilJg these
illvestig·atiolls 1 was impressed with the
attitude taken up hy the ~lilli~ter of
l\lines. who refllsed me informatioll HS a
l't'r)re~elltati ve of the people, awl who said
that. to the mining »gents, to the Stock Exchange representative. to the mining specllla.tor ;~ll information should be gi ven; that to

Ad~lress-in-Repl!l'

any constituent of mine orof any other electorate full information should be given j but
that to me, as a. representative of the
people, no information except that perta.ining to my own electorate should be supplied.
I resent that attitude. I do INt believe that
I represent the electors of Grenville alone.
I believe that 1 was returned to represent
the people of Victoria. If 1 believe that
there is au abuse, say, in the constituency
represen ted by the hUllorable member for
Allandale, I claim the right of investigating
that abuse. The Minister has taken up the
attitude I have mentioned, and I understand
he is supported by the Prcmier and other
members of the Cabinet.
I have never
attempted in any trivia.l m.tter to interfere
with what has taken place in another honorable member's constItuency. In connexion
with one particular case, however, I believe
that the Great Berry Consolidated was
allowed to owe £425 on a lease, while to my
knowledge the lea.ses of small companies were
forfeited becanse of their owing a vpry few
pounds. 1 had reason to believe that that
was true, and 1 took the opportunity of
inquiring at the Mines Department in order
to ascerta.in if the information I had was
correct.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-I would have
told you if you had asked me.
Mr. McGRAT [1.-1 do not doubt that the
honorable member would have told me ; but
as a representati ve of the people I did not
think t.hat J should be required to go to the
hOl1Ci>rable member for Allandale for information with regard to that.
Sir ALEXANDER P":ACOCK.-Yon came aneI
got a lot of iufol'mation from me, and you
have found it Ilseful.
Mr. McGHA'rH.-The honorable membel'
was good enough to gi ve me many balancesheets in connexion with the royalty qnestiOll. Not knowing the legal manager of the
mine in question I went to the Mines Department.
The Millister said" Xo."
Then I
t.hought there lllUSt be something fishy in
connexion with that Department that it was
desired to cover up. and 1 made a charge that
£425 was owing.
Sir ALEXAXDER PEACOCK.-Not owing;
yon are wrong.
Mr. McGRATH.-According to the balance-sheet,.
Sir ALEXAN DER PEACOCK.-N o.
Mr. McGRATH.-According to the Minister's own admission.
Sir ALExANnBIl PEAcoClC-It was not
owing until the lease was executed.
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~Ir. McGRATH.-The Berry Consolidated
includes eleven companies in its lease, which
it has been shepherding for many y('a~s in the
Allandale district. This company With the
high-sounding title has been shepherding f?r
the purpose of waiting for developments In
the Berry United. Tbe honorable member
for Allandale knows that full well. The excuse offered to the Minister was that they
were waiting to get an agreement signed
with the land-owners. They would have
waited until doomsday if I had not drawn
attention to the matter.
Sir ALEXANDER PI<:AcocK.-Thoroughly
incorrect.
),fr. McGRATH.-The honorable member
for Allandale cannot successfully contradict
this-that within two months of my
drawing attention to the shepherding on
that particular lease, and of the lease
heing issued to the company, the Great
Berry Consolidated had to mal{e calls for the
purpose of obtaining that £425. I know
that the answer to this is that while OOllsolidation was taking place the rent was not
to be paid. I do not see why the Department should take up thnt attitude. The
solicitor of this company, Mr. Phillips, in a
letter to the press, said that Mt·. McGrath
seemed to forget that this company, nlthough
it had only £80 178. to credit balance, had
unlimited call power. He must have thought.
he was talking to people \v ho knew nothing
al'>out a no-liability company. Thnt company should have done whnt 1 believe would
have been done, and wha.t has been done, by
other large companies. They simply do not
take up the lease. They wait and do not
pay the Department, but keep on shepherding
the lea~e. Then some one belonging to thp.
Sfl.me crow61 puts in an application again.
That is why I am anxious that an inquiry
should be held into the Mines Department.
I will read what appeared a little while ago
in the Her'ald in refer.ence to the 'action of
the Minister of Mines in connexion with this
particular dispute. l'he Herald stated : -

Mr. McLeod. the Minister for Mines, has resolved to be the slaye of a curious kind of official
etiquette. He has just refused til permit any
official information being giYen to two Members of
Parliament as to breaches of mining laws in the
Alla.ndale di~t.rict, on the ground that only the
member for that conFtituency, or a residentthereof,
ift entitled to such ioformation. Mr. McLeod declares that this is an old departmenta.l order, which
has been disobeyed of late, but which he is determined to revive. This astonishing act. of administration is warranted neither by law nOl'· common
~en8e.
It, ii making the eonstituencya close presen'e for the local member. In the matter of
mines and mining leases, the Minister's action will
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have the effect of reserving for a section of the
community the rights to mining land~ and mi1:1erals
which belong to the whole commulllty. It 1S encouraging the shepherder and the "royalty"
hunter. It means the muzzling of State officials
who wish to dotheirdnty, and it deprives Members
of Parliament of the possibility of discovering
abuses of the law or detecting Ministerial neglect.
If anyone, whether private citizen or Member of
Parliament, residing in any part of the State, or
representing any constituency,. asks for information in possession of the publIc D~partments, he
should? as a rule, be able. to get It. Of course,
exceptIOn must be made ~lth re.spect t? necessary
official secrets, in conneXIOn WIth whICh a clear
line can easily be dra.wn in practice. If Mr .. ~cLe?d
persists in maintaining this sta:ndard of ~11llster1a.l
or official secrecy, then a WIde field IS at once
thrown open for the perpetration of the most corrupt practices. Local dummy lease-h.olders and
shepherders will have a free lu\.nd, subJect only to .
the kindly supervision of the lo.cal member elected
by them, whilst the resident in another consti·
tuency, who may wish to disco:ver to wha.t ext~nt
the labour covenants of a minmg lease are bemg
defied will be treated, Ministerially, as a foreigner,
and his parli&me1~tar~ representati:ve will have t~e
official door shut 111 hIS face. That IS Mr. McLeod s
re-inqarnated idea of proper etiquette. It is
solemn nonsense, but it may work a great deal of
mischief.

Owing to the attitude then adopted by the
Minister of Mines, I spent the most of my
time during the recess ill eddeavouring to
gather information relatiTe to the shepherding
of leases, which I believed then, and still
believe, exists to a very large degree. I was
unable to pnrsue my investigations in connexion with shepherding and the royalty evil
to the extent I desired, and, to-night, I
am not prepared to deal as fully as I
c~uld have desired with the question of the
shepherding of leases, which I know, though I
cannot prove, is going on to a very lttrge
extent. lltDr with the royalty evil. While
condemning the Minister strongly for his
attitude on that question, we have to commend
his action in connexiol1 with some of the
royalty leases, where he has taken definite
action. With regard to the Sam ~lick case at
Beaufort, I am glad to sea that he enforced
the labonr covenants, and that he forfeited
from the owners at Ballarat, and gave the
lease to the tribntel's who were working it at
Beaufort.
I have also to commend his
action in forfeiting the Sebastopol Proprietary lease and giving it to two companies
who are now workilJg it - the Central
Platea.u and the Sebastopol Plateau. But I
do not believe that the honorable gentleman
has done all that he could do, or that he has
gone as far as he should have gone. From
my reading of the law, he should have taken
action in connexion with the Ballarat East
leases, owned by the Pea.rces-the North
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Woah Hawp and the New Normanby.
The
Premier got angry because of the charge of
corruption, repurted in the daily press to
have been made against his Government. I
can tell that gentleman what has been
done by one of his Ministers, and I
In
leave him to draw the illference.
1890 the Pearces obtained these leases.
There was then a great public outcry against
their being granted, but they were renewed in that year for fifteen years, so that
in 1905 they would again become d ne for
renewal. In the meantime, some of us who
took an interest in the question had taken
the public platform, and endeayoured to draw
public attention to the royalty evil. In
19u3, when the present Govel'llment were in
power, these leases were quietly and secretly
surrendered to t.he Crown, alld re-issned by
the theu Minister of Mines, who did not
content himself with merely re-issuing them,
but, in spite of tho Premier's repeated ueclaration as to his opposition to royalty, also
ga ve his written consent to Messrs. Pearce
Brothers to snu-let them, and to continue to
draw royalty for another fifteen Yf:'ars. I do
not know whether that is corruption or not,
but 1 say it is mal-administration, at any rate.
1t demallds an mqUIry as to who is responsible for re-issuing the leases, and for
granting permission to those people to
exploit and
to
rob, not ouly the
miners, but the shareholders of these
mines in Ballarat East.
These lea'ies
are upon Crown lands. \Ve have stated by
Act of Parliament that royalty is not to
be drawn by private land-owners, or at least
we intended to say so. That was the intention of Parliament, and yet we allow our
Crown areas to be used by private individualR.
In cOl1nexion with the North "\Voah Hawp
Company, they have already drawn £20,000
in royalty, and they have not put Is. into
the show.
From the New Normanby they
have drawn £15,000 in royalty.
They will
not allow the r\orth 'Woah Hawp Company to
have a battery of their own. The company
have to cart their material a mile and a half
to Pearce Brothers' own battery. We know
that the stone can be crushed for 2s. per
ton at the most, but they charge 5s. per ton.
It is little wonder that mining is depressed
in Ballarat, when we see conditions sllch a'i
these allowed to exist by the present and past
Ministers of Mines.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-Do not refip.ct
too much on the honorable member for .Maryborough.
Mr. McGHATH.-It i'i not by any action
of the honorable member for Mal'yborongh
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that these leases were renewed, or permission
given to extort royalty. Section 79 of the
Mines Act 1890 saysIt shall be lawful for the (;oyernor in Council,
notwithstanding any such regulation, but subject
to the limitations aforesa.id, to prescriLe on the
occasien of the granting of any particular lease(whether gold-mining or mineral) the term for and
the rent or royalty or both at which the same shall
be granted, and the quantity and form of land to.
be comprised therein, and the covenants, conditions. reservations, and exceptions to be contained
in the sa,me; but every such lease (whether nndet'
the provisions of this section or otherwise under
this part of this Act) shall contain a condition that
if the lessee, his executors, administrators, allll
assigns, fail at any time during the term to fulfil
the conditions and terms therein contained, or touse the land bond fide for the purposes for which it
shall be demised, the lease shall for any such
failure be voidable at the will of the Governor ill
Council.

My contention, from the reading of that
section, is that the Minister of Mines has had
the opportunity, if be so de~ired, to cancel theleases, and to go even furl her by gi vin~
them to the companie~ that are to-day working them; not to say to Pearce Brothers"Either you work or we forfeit," but to givethe companies who have developed these minl':-;
an opportunity of working them. To gi vehonorable members an idea of the (tonditlOn&
under which these men have made the shareholders in these mines work them, and the
agreements which they have given them, I
purpose reading a few extracts from an
agreement made between Isaiah Pearce, of
Ballarat East, in the colony of Victoria, and
.James Pearce, of the same place, minp(')wners, and the North Woah Hawp Gold
Mining Company No Liability.
MI'. "VAT 'f.-An hOllorable mem.ber asked
me if that was Isaiah the Prophet, and I told
him" No."
Mr. WAlwE.-He has made a lot of profit
out of that comr;any.
Mr. McGRATH.-In order to make myself absolutely clear to the House, I propose
where the word" licensers" occurs to use theexpression "the Pearces," and where the
word "tributer" occurs to use the word:-;
"the Nonh "Voah Hawp Company"That the" Pearces" do herehy, so far as they
la.wfully can, hut not further, or otherwise give
a,nd grant to the said North 'Woah Hawp Company
full power, licence, and authority to carryon
mining operations in, upon, and under ull that part
or portion of the mine or leased la.nd situate in
Ballarat described in a certain lease numbered
2011, Ballarat, from the Crown to the Pearces,
bounded as follows, namely: commencing at the
~ o. 1 engine shaft and extending 500 feet to the
north of the sa.id shaft, and 50(1 feet to the south
of the said shaft and the wid t h of the said leased land
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.about 700 feet, and a.djoining the northern boun-dary of the Woah Hawp Canton Company's claim ;
provided a.lways that the said North Woah Hawp
Company shall not be entitled.to work .or mine on
or in and shall not work or mme on or ill that portion ~f the said lands to the eastward of the said
No.1 engine shaft (being 250 feet i? width and
extending the whole length of the sald land) at a
less depth than 260 feet level of No. 1 engine
shaft--

I desire the careful attention of the Minister
·()f Mines to that part of the agr~ement. In
the session of 190~, when we were dealing
with the question whether we could issue two
titles to the one lease, and when we on this
·(the Opposition) side were, fighting for the
principle that ill Ballarat East and Bendigo,
-and in other miniug centres where auriferous
lodes exist, the individual or co-operative
miner should be allowed to Dline down to 100
feet on allY of these leases, provided they
·obtained the cousent of the Minister of
Mines, the Minister said we could llOt grant
two titles to one lease; but we find here that
that which the Crown cannot do private individuals are allowed to do. The Pearces in
this agreement reserve for themselves the
land down to 260 feet. Down to that depth
they demanded from the co-operative miner
10 per cent. royalty, and 6s. per ton for
~rushillg, besides the extras they got.
They
would then clean the gold up. and there are
very strong doubts as to wheLher the tributors-the miners-actually got the gold they
should have obtained. We know full well
that large gratings were used in these batteries to increase the gold in the sand. In
these leases we ~ee Messrs. Pearce doing that
which the ~1inister of Mines said the Crown
~ould not do-granting two titles to the one
lease. 'fhe agreement contains the following
iurther provision :-
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Mr. W.AT'l'.-Does the Department pass
that sub-lease?
Mr. MeGRA'fH.-I shall deal with that
point in a minute. Just imagine the following in the t.wentieth century, when we are
desirous of attracting British capital to develop our mineral resources:That the North Woah Hawp Company shall not
employ any person as mining manager without the
previous consent in writing of the Pearces, n~r .retain in its employment any person as mUllng
manager without the con!'l~nt .of the Pearces! ~nd
shall, from time to time, dIsmISS allY such mmmg
manager as requested in writing of the Pearces or
their duly authorized agent or manager.

That simply means that from time to time
the reports from the mine may tell us that
the mine is not looking well, because the
manager, acting under instructions-not from
the men who have put their capital into the
show, but from those who monopolize our
Crown areas-reports to that; effect, and shares
fall in the market. I have seen them fall
from 8s. to Is., and the Pearces and their
colleagues quietly buy up most of that st9ck.
'fhen the mine manager, acting upon instrIJ.ctions a~ain, puts the men on the golden
stone, and the shares are rushed up to 88.,
lOs., 15s. This has gone on dozens of times
to my knowledge, and is still being dOlle.
Mr. HANN.AH.-Gof)d old private enterprise!
Mr. MeG RATH.-One would imagine, to
read this agreement, that we were in Russia,
and not in Victoria-

That the North \Yoah Hawp Company shall and
wlll employ and keep employed in workin~ the
,ga.id mine not less than six good, able mmers,
-exclusive of engine-drivers, landers,. and truck~r5,
in 8uch way and manner and dunng such tlme
that each of such miners shall, during each and
-every working day in the year during the continuance of this agreement, do and perform at least
-eight hours of good and reasonable la,bour, a.nd
that the number of such men shall from time to
time be increased if and when in the opinion of
the mining managcr of the North '\Voah Hawp
Company a greater number can be profitably
-employed in and about the said mine.

That the NOlth Woah Hawp Company shall not
employ any person in any responsible ~osition
without the consent of the Pearces or theIr duly
aUlhorized agent or manager, nor shall it emp~oy
or retain in its employment in or about the mme
any person whom the Pearces or their duly
authorized agent or manager may consider should
not be so employed, and should the Pearces or their
duly a,uthorized agent or manager consider: that
for any reason it is desirable that any partlCular
person or persons should not be employed iq or
about the mine or in or about the mining operations, or that any particular person or persons
should not be employed in any particular or specified work, the Pearces or their duly authorized.
agent or manager may give notice in writinll to
the North Woah Hawp Company to discha.rge such
person or persons or to remove them from the particular work specified in such notice, and therel.lpl)n the North Woah Hawp Company shall forthwith dischar~e such person or persons or remove
them from such particular work as required by
such notice.

When we issue a lease to any company in
Ba.llarat we do not insert any condition that
when the stone is looking better more men
shall be employed, yet we allow a private
individual upon Crown lands to insert snch a
-condition in the lease which he gives to the
~ompany over which he has control.

'fhis simply means that. if I were trucking
in the North Woah Hawp and in going down
a street in Ballarat East I met one of the
Pearces, and failed to lih my hat to him, he
could send notice to the manager tha~ I did
not come up to his requirements and that I
should be dismissed accordingly. Remember
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this is not upon private land but upon
Crown land, which the people of Victoria
own and should control. The agreement also
providesThat the North W oah Hawp Company shall and
will keep all the sha.fts, drives, and workings in
the said mine in a proper and efficient state of
repair to the satisfaction of the Pearces or their
duly a.uthorized agent or manager.

Just fancy if the State stipulated that those
to whom leases were granted should not be
allowed to do the things specified in this
agreement without the COllsent of the Crown!
No shaft, drive, or other work shall he hy them
commenced, made, constructed, or carried on,
unless with the consent or by the direction of the
Pearces.

If we said, in issuillg onr leases, that yon
shall not put in allY drive withont the consent of the Minister of Mines, it would be
thought that we were acting harshly, and
yet that which the Crown would not do wo
allow private individuals to do.
rfhat all ql1arb:, or auriferous earth, soil or substance, and gold-bearing material obtained, shall
he deposited by the company on the surface of the
said millP, and shall from time to time be conveyed
by the Pearces to the Pearces' battery or mill, to be
hy the Pearce'! crushed, reduced and treated. nt' to
such other battery or mill as the said Pearces shall,
by notice in writing, from time to time dirt'ct, a.nd
the said Pear-:es shall be paid by the saitl company
the sum of 5s. per ton for all quartz carted and
crushed which shall at each crushing or clearing
up only yield an average per tOll of under 5 dwts.,
and for all quartz crushed which shall at <tn,r such
crushing or clearing up yield [) dwts. and over per
ton, the then current rates per tOll for carting and
crushing
That the compa.ny shall not nor will allow nor
permit any fossicking in the mine.

They are yery much afraid of a little fo~sick
ing for which they receive no ,1S. a ton, and
they refuse to allow the company to prospect
with a tin dish. They mnst get the consent
of the Pearces.
That in case the company shall not hand over and
deliver all the said gold so to be obtained, won, or
gotten, or wa.shed by them, or any of them, in manner hereinbefore provided, it sha.ll be lawful for
the said Pearces, or their duly authorized agent or
manager, or other person appointed for the purpose, to seize and take the same without interruption of or fl'Olll the company.

The next clanse is a very good one. It reads
very well at the start, but it is llot quite as
good at the finish-'
Tha.t the Pearces ~ hall appoint all enginedrivers, and a uilZht captain, a.ud a searcher to be
employed in or ahout the said mine, who shall be
and be considered as the Pearces' servants, but the
sala.t,y or wages of such engine-drivers shall be paid
by the Pearces.

Mr. McGrath.
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That seems to be very generous on their part.
The clause goes 011But the amount of such salary sha.ll be refunded
by the company.

Then the agreement statesThat all the work to be constructed by the company, together with the tim bel' placed in shafts or
drives or elsewhere in the llIine, shall forthwith on
being placed or fixed in the mine become the property of the said Pearces.

Those who support the system of royalty are
very few in number, and the mining community owe a debt to the Age represelltatiyc
in Ballarat, who has drawll publie attention
to this repeatedly, and who has done a considerable amount of good for the miners of
BI:tIlarat and the ~tate generally. It has
been stated repeatedly that these people put
an immense plant on the mine, on which they
are now only receiying interest. I um going
to read a schedule showing how immense the
plant is-the plant. for which these people
claim thousands of pounds in compellsation
if the leases are forfeited. '1'hilS is the
plant : One IS-inch cylinder alltl boiler, 26 inches by
6 inches by 6 inches, with all conllexiol1s to
engine complete; one steam gauge, (me whistle,
one double winding gpar, two wire ropes with
!?hackles and ehaiIll:! complete, each 1,000 feet
long; two 300-gallon galvanized-iron tanks,
one cage, five trucks, one 90-gallon iron bucket,
three la1'l.('e kerosene lamps, one feed-pump and
exhaust tank anrl conn ex ions complete to engine,
one I-inch water Illeter, one Danks' luhricator,
three screw wrenches, onc oil feeller, two oil
cans, OIle hammer, and one steam chisel.
Signed, sealetl, and deliyered by the sai,l Isaiah
Pearce and .James Pearce, in the presence of Wm.
Anderson, clerk to Messrs. Salter and Pinkerton,
solicitors, Ballarat.

When the lease was recommended in 1903
that agreement was in existence, and if the
Minister of Mines of that time did not know
of that agreement it shows very lax administration. It should have heen the dnty of the
Department to ascertain the conditions under
which tbe sub-letting ",as taking place, and
that agreement should have been denmndid.
I have already quoted Olle section which I
believe deals with the matter, and I believe
I can give the Minister some advice, showing
how, without any new legislation, it would
be possible for him to do hiR duty to the
working miners and the investing public of
Victoria.
Under Act No. 1514 it is providedIt shall not be lawful after the commencement of
this J\ ct to assign, under-let, or part with all- or
a.ny of the lauds demised under any mining lease,
or to let a tribute in regard thereto without the
sanction in writing of the Minister.

The Minister has given the sanction in COllnexion with the particular lease that I
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referred to.
In reading that agreement I
showed that the land was not sub-let to the
North Woah Hawp Company except below
260 feet from the surface. From the surface
down to that depth small co-operative parties
have been working, and they are paying 10
per cent. royalty. They had no agreement
in writing, and the Milli~ter and his officers
must have been aware of that. The figures I
amaboutto quote were given in thePizzarocase
in connexioll with the Hit or Miss Mine in
which Pizzaro was killed. I t was worked by
Pizzaro and Company down to 260 feet, but
they had no written agreement, add the section I have quoted shows that they mnst
have one/ and milst have the ~anction of the
Minister_ I consider that this case is important to the mining commnnity, and tbat
the Minister should have all the information.
On 3rd October, 1903, this co-operative compally crushed 16 tOllS, and they paid the
PearGes for crushing it £4 16s., at the rate
of 6s. a. ton; they paid £4 12s. in royalty,
and the fortnight's dividend perman \Vas £4
lOs. The nen fortnight they paid £8 8s.
for crushing, £6 6s. for royalty, and received
£7 a man for the fortnight. On the 22nd
~
they got nuggets; there was nothing
I
I for crushing. £30 was paid in royalties, and they received £44 7s. ~per
man.
On
thl! ~Oth
October
they
, pa.id £6 for crushIng, £6 16s. for royal ty,
and received £14 per rna.n. On 14th :N oveIUbel' they paid £4 16s. for crushing, £:W Lis.
for royalty, a\nd received. £28 8s. 6d. On
) 27th Novemher they paid £3 6s_ for crnshing,
£7 4s. for royalty, aud 'l'eceived £7 12s. On
12th December they paid £4 I Us. for crn~h
ing, £3 16s. for royalty, and reccived £3 48.
;
On 24th December they paid £5 2s. for crushI
ing, £ 1 ~8. 2s. for royalty, and recei ved £:~5
lOs. 6d. On 5th February they paid £4 lOs.
for crushing, £9 16s_ for royalty, alld received £ 13 13s. per man. At this particular
time they were doing pretty well, but it is
110t a question of what t.hey were getting.
My point is that they were entitled to the
whole of it, as they were dealing with Crown
lands. \VhethcL' they got 58. or £55 t\, fortnight the whole of it ehonld belong to them.
On 28th May they paid for crushing £7 lOs.,
for royalty £2 18s., and received £2 per
man. On 24th June they paid for crushing
£6 6s., and £5 8s. for royalty, receiving .£5
a man. On 20th Augnst they paid for crllshing £8 2s., for royalty £ I 4s., and. reeei ved
£1 148. per man. On 2nd September they paid
for crushing £5 8s., a.nd for royalty £1,
receiving £1 8s. per mall. rrhey not only
took the £5 88. for the crushing, but there
I

(
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are strong rumours that the battery had been
rigged Hot to suit the miners, but Pearce
Brothers.
By u:::;ing a large grate more of
the gold escapes, and that ~old belongs
to the owners of the battery.
On 11 th
November they paid £4 16s. for crushing, nothing f{)r royalty, and received 5s. per
man for the fortnight. On 25th November
they paid nothingfol' royalty nor for crushing,
and took home 5s- 6d. pach. On 9th December they paid £4 10s. for crushing, nothing
for royalty, and divided 88. per man for the
fortnight. On 3rd February they paid £4
16s. for crushing, nothing for royalty, and
took home .5s. e\ch. On 30th April nothing
was paid for crushing nor for royalty, andthe
men took home78. 6d. for the fortnight's work.
Mr. WATT.-Have you the average?
Mr. McGRATH.-I have llut worked it
out, but that is not the principle that is at
stake. The point is, whether these people
should be allowed to monopolize the auriferous areas that belong to the Crown. When
we issue a lease all we say is ,tha.t they shall
diligently work and search for the minerals.
The wOl'd •. royalty" implies tha.t it is something that the Kill~ has a r!ght to take. The
Crown does not demand royalty, but that
which the Crowll does not demand we allow
private individllals to demand, with the result that, according to the A,qe, 600 mine
tributers in Ballarat <l,re workillg for an
aven.tge wage of };5s. a week. This is serious
enough to demand t.he immediate attention
of the Minister, and he should not deal with
the question half-heartedly, but bring in a
clause to provide for immediate forfeiture of
those leases. Some people call it confiscation.
I believe that confiscation hHS been going on
for many years by those \"ho have
confiscated onr Crown leases. What I
ask for is restitution, not confiscation.
The tributers dernaud proper conditions, and
this royalty clanse takes their just profit from
them. If the Mini8ter of Mines is sincere in
his declaration that he is going to deal with
the royalt.y question he \"ilI make it a condition in the Rill which he intends to introduce that these leases shall be immediatelv
abolished and no extension of time allowed.
The holders of the leases have had sufficient
time already in which to rob the working
miners and the investors. I have obtained a
list showing the amount of royalties paid and
to whom those royalties are paid. The list
is as follows : First Chance Company, Ba.llarat East, 5 per
cent., Ellsworth and others_
.
Last Oh'1nce Company, Ballarat East, 4 per
cent, Llanberris Proprietary.
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L1a.nherris X o. I, 2~ per cent., Lln.nherris Proprietat·y.
LI,mhelTis South, 4 pet' cent., LlallhclTis Proprietary.
Llauherris No. ~, 2~ per ceuL, ~peedwell Propl'ietal·Y·
Norrnullby North, .). per cent., Spee(lwell Proprietary.
NOflllanhy, .) per ccnt., Pea.rce.
North \Voah Hawp, 5 per cent., Pearce.
Woah Hawp No.!, 5 per cent., l'earce.
\Voah Hawp ~o.~• .:'ipercent., Pearce.
J)abr.eJ1 B1\l'hi1l1:l1I, fi pel' l'ellt., Dalzell.
~o\lth 'V"ab Ilawp, .) lwr cent., Clarke.
Star ,A the Ea,;, , 4 per eenL, Guiding Htar.
Duke of \\' ellillgtoll, ~{ercdith, :~ per cent., Armstrong.
Dukc of York, -1 per cent., McAdam.
Duchess of York, 4 pcr cl'nt., Mc,\dam.
Federal \liut, 7~percl'nt., Pittiel(l Proprietary.
Uienfiue :--Iouth. 2! per cent., Rowe.
Uientiue \Vl'stern Lca(ls, Ii per cent, Rowe.
Duke Ulllted, .\la.ryborough, ~~ per cent.
Dukc awl .\Iaiu Leads, .Mary borough, 2~ per
oent.
North Ma.in Lcad~, 2~ pcr cent.
Duke JUllction, .Maryborough, 2~ per cent.
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the material exceeding that value. The holders of
the North \roaIt Hawp lease (Messrs. Pearce) have
company's stone, hut the nature of these has not
transpired It is stated that the company has not
been required to pay royalty since No\'emher last.

I

lmve noted that since a.gitation comleaseholders have been \c!'y ready
in al terillg the comli tions \\' hich they previously imposed. III some caSt'S they have
forcgone l'Oyaltie:s altogether for six and
twelve
mouths,
awl
ill other cases
they have rcduced their excessive demallds. The
poillt I desire to make iu
cOllnexioll "'ith the particular claim in COIlllexion with which 1 have just quoted the
article from the Ballarat Courier is that it is
held under miner's right.
Without new
legislation every lease will hecome due in
fifteen years, so that it will be possible at the
expiratiou of that fifteen years to cancel all
existing royal ty agreements as far as leas(~s
are concerned, and to abolish all royalties.
'l'he Pittit'ld property cln.im is all sub-let at A peculiar position is met with uuder the
rrhis compauy to
R. chargc of 10 per Cl'nt.
I t will be remem- miner's right system.
bcred that £5,lJOO was advanced by the which I havc referred was brought uuder the
Government to the South Star Company, notice of the Secretary for )lines, and he
wit h the provision that the royalty holder stated that he did not know that such a
I t is a fact that the
shall get IlO l'etul'll until that .£5,000 is re- company existed.
paid to the UoYeJ'llment. lf that money is Mines Department has no knowledge of
repaid and the lease renewed a royalty will these c1airlls being worked under a miner'~
be pai(l to tile li niding' Star Compa.ny. right. A title of that descrir'tion never really
Owill~ to the Millister'/'i action the Central hecomes dne, but it is renewed every twelve
Platt"\.It and ~cbastopol Plateau No. 1 months as a mn,tter of fOl'llI. The registrar
roya1tie~ were abnlished.
\Vhen honor- dare not refuse to renew that title. \Vithollt
abh~ IUL'nlber::; first drew attention to this llew legislation the South \Y oah Ha\',·p
question of royalty nnder miner's right they royalty can continue to be drawn for all
were laughed at, but 1 have endea.Yonred to time. It is gClIerally believed that under a
show the neccssity of this amendment being miner's right a. claim mllst be worked by the
carried in order that a select committee shall individmtl within three days. In the Pithe appointed to inquire int(.) the administra- field Proprietary Company four or five men
tion of the :\1 ilies Department.
'l'he follow- took up the claim under millers' rights. 'Ve
ing is an cxtrnet from the Ballantt Cou1'1'er find that these gentlemen have consolidated
their rights, and have registered them in the
of 4th April, H)06 : The directors of the tlouth \Voah Hawp have mining register. They are not under the
been iu cUllfer('nce with 1vh..J. T. Clarke, who cuntrol
of
the
Mines
Department.,
holds the lease UlHlcr lIIiner's right, on the suhject and
the Department is igllorant of·
of the roya.lty conditions attaehing to the com·
In Pitfield, as mnch as
pany's ocellpatioll of the area, and the result is their existence.
more satisfactOl'y to the shareholders. The lea.se- 10 per cent. is drawn as royalty from Crown
holdl'r ha.s been receiving at the rate of;) pel' .~eJlt. land held under miner's right. I ask the
royalty on all stone crushed worth over 4 d wt. to Millister of Lands is not new legislation
the ton, <Lilt! in future, 01' l"1.ther while the new
conditions o\,tain, the rate will h. 2~ per eent. for necessary to deal with this matted Have I
all {)ulub: worth O\"er f; dwt. to the tOil, antI no not shown that until the advent of mining
exaction will be made for material of lower grade. members from labour constituencies little or
COllcesRiolls have also been gmnted in reganl to nothing was known of the conditions under
the crushing of the company's stone. A condition
of the lease is that all the stone raised from the which mining was being carried on in Vicmine mn8t be crn,.hetl by the leaseholder, who has t()ria? Large areas are held and worked
a. battery in the vicinity of the mine. The com- under mipel's' rights, and the Secretary for
pany has been paying 58. per ton for all dirt :Mines has stated that he did not know that
milled. The new arrangement is that quartz worth
Honorable
under 5 dwt~ shall he crushed at the rate of 4s. such mines were in existence.
per ton, and an extra Is. per ton will be pa.id for members must agree that it is absolutely
Mr. McGmth.
n~eneed
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essential to have new legislation to meet
those who are abusing the miner's right
title. The miner's right was intended for
the individual miner and not for mineowners to use without control from the
Mines Department, in order to have 11 better
title than a lease. I t shows that the ad··
ministrators of the Mines Department have
been taking very little interest in the auriferous areas when large mines exist of which
they know nothing. I believe I have shown
the necessity for the Minister of Mines to
deal with this qnestion immediately, otherwise t.hese people will be able to go ou
demanding exce8si ve royalties from people
who are working the mines with their own
labour and capital. In Pitfield, where there
is a large Cro\"n reserve, some people sunk a
shaft of 100 feet, and then abandoned it.
Another party came along and believed that
that land was held nnder lease. It might
be asked why they did not apply for a forfeit
when they found that it was held under a
miner'.:! right and was not being worked;
but honorable members know that no man
likes to have anything to do with the law if
he can help it. rrhis party agreed to pay
the people who had sunk the shaft a certain
amount of royalty. They worked the mine
for some time and got nothing. A second
tributing party was also nnsnccessful, and a
third tributing party, after working for some
time, came to payable ground. The original
holders then saw that they hOO a good
thing, and demanded a royalty of 10 per
cent. rrhere was a case where 20 men
started as tributers on a co-operative system,
and they have been paying 10 per cent. as
royalty for many years on the gross yield.
Altogether they have paid £4,600 in royalty,
after expending t.heir capital in machinery,
sinking the shaft, and doing everything possible to develop the mine. In addition, they
have worked the mine themselvea, but have
received no assistance in any way from those
drawing the royalty. Yet the Minister of
Mines and his assistants in the Department
have had to confess that they did not know
that such mines were in existence until the
advent of the representatives of labour in
this Assembly. The Minister of Mines has
argued during the recess that in the caRe of
royalty being paid for mining on private
property, the Mices Depal'tmtnt cannot demand to see the agreement between the leaseholder and the company. If the :\1illister
cannot demand to see that agreemen t, then an
amendment of t.he Mines Act is necessary at
. once. Au applicant for a lease who never
intends to work the mine at all is willing to
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submit to any conditions that the land-owner
may impose with reference to royalties, and
perhaps agrees to pay 5 or 10 per c~nt. as
royalty. The lease is shepherded for a long
time, and when gold is discovered it is fluated
on the public, who do not know that they
will have to pay any royalty to the landowner. ExoeEt in cases where perhaps the
surface damages would be too great for the
applicant to pay for in a lump :mm, J consider that it should be made absolutely
illegal for an applicant to agree to pay to a
land-owner any royalty.
The power should
be gi ven to the warden to say \\' hether or not
royalty should be paid for a few years. With
reference to the public taking over mines
from the leaseholders without, knowing that
any royalty will have to be paid to the landowner, I might mention that when the Duke
United mine, at Maryborough, was taken in
hand by British capitalists, they did uot know,
until negotiations had been completed, that
they would have to pay 2~ per cent. as
royalty to Edward Morey. I believe it was.
l'hey said afterwards that if they had known
that they would have to pay that royalty
to the land-owner they would never
have put their capital into the venture.
In passing, I may remark that it is not a faot
that nearly twenty members of the Labour
Party sitting on these bencbes are responsible
for frightening the British public and investor' in connexion with our mining shows in
Victoria. That is done by misleading prospectuses, and other devices of those who wish
to secure foreign capital.
Mr. Bt<:NT.-My "foreign capital" went
into mining many years ago.
Mr. McGRATH.-We do'not look upon
the Premier as a foreigner. When the honorable member for Ballarat 'Vest was dealing
with royalty and tribute, and mentioning the
fact that previous to the advent of certain
Labour men in the Assembly, the question
had hardly been heard of, the honorable member for Essendon interjected that it had often
been brought up in this House. N ow I say
that a good many honorable members are ccnfusing r(.)yalty and tribute.
Mr. HAIUU:l.-Nothing of the kind.
Mr. McGRATH. - Honorable member:;;
may have discussed amongst themselves the
advisability of the system of royalty continuing or not, but no division was ever taken in
the I-louse on the question of aboJishjng
royalty until the advent of certain mem.bers
representillg country districts. The Minister,
to my mind. has taken a wise step dnriug the
recess in refusing to grant large areas under
quartz lea.se ill Bendigo.
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An HONORABLE MI<:l\IBlm.-And in Daylesford.
Mr. McGRATH.-No, I do not think he
has taken tRat action in Daylesford. He may
do so later 011. But I desire to know from
the l\linister why he has permitted the Birthday 1.'lIllnel Company at Berringa to hold one
and a half miles 011 the line of lode, while he
r~fuses to allow it to go on in Bendigo, and
l'l.ghtly so. In Berringa we have the beginlling of the royalty system. Take the case
of the old Staffordshire reef. The owners of
this lease are not complyirlg with the labour
covenants in the way that \Vas intenrled,.
although they are working on the original
lcctse.
No more men are being employed.
:rhis llew lease is simply being shepherded
III the hope that other men will w:;tnt to use
it, and then Vle present lessees will be able to
demand royalty. 'Vhat is good enoll~h for
Bendigo should be good enough for Daylesford and for Berringa. If there is one thing
beyond H.lIother that retards the mining industry, I thillk it is this grantin<r of exce::;sively large leases.
III Bethang~ we find
that there nre 6 mile!'; of lea.se granted
to one company, and the lease is being shepherded by the one company, despite the fact
t hat the wages of r he ['leu have not been
paid. While dealmg with Bethanga, I have
n word or two ttl) say to the ~lillister.
l\'IemberH on this (the Opposition) side of
tho Honse stated on 0110 occasion that
they did llot believe it was ricfht that
the.. Milli!';ter ?f Mines should oc~upy the
posItIOn of chulrmftn of the board of directors of f\. mining company, so long as he was
in office as Minister. That objection was
mn.de whell we were on a visit to Omeo. The
1\1 inister short 1V aftcrwanls followed UR and
learning of the statement we had mad'e, he
wrote to H. newspapel·-the Onuo Standard,
1 believe-and said t hat although H. paragraph to that effect har\ appeared in a certain English mining report, he would have it
altered, hecause he waf' not a repl'csentati ve
amI hot a direr-tor of an)T milling company ill
Yictoria..
Nov:, the Sydney Bullet£l~ of
llith May st'l.tesU

The nnwisllulIl of Ministers of the Crown retaining ~he~r positions Oil directorates of mining com}li\ll1eS 1~ :,hown hy the following extract, taken
f~om l~ ell'cular report of .Tohn Hntchinson, all ontstile share-pnshing broker in Loudon and pnhlished
hy the l'illle.~:'

The extract clo'les a puff with reFlpect to the
"iet-orian COl'llish mine at Ihylesfonl with
the following words:A highly enconraging feature is that the chairman of the loc<l.l boartl of directors is the Honor-
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able Donald McLeod, Minister of Mine!'l of the
colony of Victoria.
~0\V, I wonder what the" highly encouragmg feature" about it is ~ . Do they expect to
get something from the :Minister which they
would not get if he were not Minister. and
if he were not interested in the particular
mine? It seems to me that a paragraph
such as that will do us more injury with the
in vesting public than any staten,ents that
can be made from this (the Opposition) side
of the ASRembly. If it be trne, as stated by
the ~ydney Bulletin and published in the
London Times, that the Minister of Mines
occupies also the position of director iu this
company, it is a most unfair position. He·
may have to determine between various applicants for leases where his own personal and
pri vute interests may be in conflict, and where
he has to give a decision, although he may be
interested, as against another individual who
is not Minister of Mines. If that statement
is correct, and it has not yet, been contradicted, the Minister of Mines should
resign either oue position or the other. He
should not be connected with any of the
mining shows in Victoria as a director, ~lIld
he should not occupy the dual positions of a
director and Minister of Mines. rrhe Sydney
Bulletin of 20th J UBO, in its fiuancial news,
states : -

Re Cornish "Gnited, Daylesford (Victoria): "The
management is l'vel'ything that can be desired, and
the loeal board consists of men with practical
experit>nce and high position, the chairma.n being
the (iovernment Minister of Mines for the State of
Vidoria."
This sentence is taken verbatim
from the ad\'ertised report of one of the outside
LOlHlon jobbers.

Now, I say that this is a seriolls charge. If
the Minister of Mines is occnpying these two
posi tions, then one of t \Yo C01.11'SeS is open to
him. Either he should retire from Olle position or the other, or if these statements are
incorrect they should certainly he donied on
the floor of the I-louse. 1f he is not OCCII pying these two positions we should be told so,
and then we would be able to say, "The
statements are untrue. We are not permitting the Minister of MineR to adjudicate on
these matters where his own penwual interests are at stake. lIe has no interests in the
Cornish United or any other Daylesford
show." In cOllllexion with the Bethanga
lease, trouble began there very soon. and
those who ha.d given their labour to the
extent of £1,700 h:He had to wait very
Hlany month8 for pa.yment. To my mind,
there is something wr<lllg either in the law,or
ill the administration of it, when Oil the one
hand we have men driven from their homes
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under very bard cirCllmst~mces for want of
work, while on the other hand we have one
large company with an area of something lik e
6 miles in leases, allowed to shepherd tht!>se
1eases, to complete all kinds of uegotiations
for their transfer, and paying no lease rents.
This is an all-important fact. They have
been paying no lease rents while they have
been allowed to shepherd the leases. and at
the same time those to whom t hey were transferring these leases have not been asked by
the Minister of Mines whether they haveal'lY
~apit~l with which to work the leases.
In
connexion with the forfeiture of leases, the
honorable member for Allandale, in the session of 1904, when I moved the omission in
the Mines Bill of a clause which provided
that the applicant for forfeiture should show
that he had the necessary capital, stood up
and said that I was fighting in the interests
of the black-mailer. I said I was not, but
that I was fighting in the interests of t.hOEle
people who had no great capita} of their own,
but had the labour necessary to put into
the show.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-It was quite
true all the same.
1\
. Mr. McGRATH.-I was a new membet'
\ nt that time, but if the Mines Bill were to
. ,come on now, when I h~ve a little more
,confidence in addressing honQrahle members,
' I think I could throw a great deal more light
on that measure than I waR able to do when
it was before us.
I say that to-day we are
(
allowing onr leases to be shepherded. The
lessees need not work them, they need not
spend one penny nor employ a single indi)
vidual, so long as they pay their lea,se rents.
At lettst, that was the a.rgument of the hon(
orable member for Allandale. He argued
that so long as they paid tbeir lease rents
no forfeit,ure should follow.
Sir ALEXA NDER P EAcocK.-That was not
my argument at all
Mr. McGRATH.-The honorable member
has forgotten what his argument was.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-N 0, I have
not.
Mr. McGRATH.-Perhaps the Minister
used that argument. At allY rate, it was
argued by those ad vacating that view of the
question, that so long a.s the lease rents were
pai~ that was all that was necessary.
Mr. McLEOD.-·Where did I ever use that
argument?
Mr. McGRATH.-It was used in COl)nexion with the last Mines Bill. The leases
were to be all right so long as the rents were
paid and no one else appiied for the forfeiture. We on this (the Opposition) side of
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the House ~\rgued that unless the labour
eQvenants were complied with, 01' a satisfactory explanation for non-compliance of them
was given, forfeiture should follow, without it
being necessary to make any application to
the Court. Weare faced by this position today, that leases can be shepherded for twenty
years. The lessee has not to prove his
bona fides, or that he has sufficient capital to
work the lease. He call hold the lease for
twenty years for purel'y speculative .Jllurp~ses.
A genuine applicant who comes along and
desires to work the lease, applies for forfeiture, and yet, according to the section in
the Mines Act of 1904, that genuine applicant must show that he has the necessary
capital to work thfil lease, while the other mall
has been shepherding the lea.se for ten,
fifteen, or twenty years, thereby proving eonelusively that he has not the necessary capital.
'iVhy make the applicant for forfeiture prove
that he has the capital ~ Why allow the
shepherder to do what he likes ~ If the rule
is good enough that the applicant for forfeiture must prove that he has the necessary
capital, surely it shollld be good enough to
enforce the same rule when people apply to
have leases transferred to them. I do not
believe it is a wise rule. I believe it is working injuriollsly to the mining industry.
But if it be made applicable to the man
who demands the forfeiture of the lease,
it should also be made applicable to the man
who desires to have a lease transferred to him.
'l'he Minister of Mines may argue in connexion
with Bethanga that it would have been
possible for the miners themselves to apply for the forfeiture of that lease if they
had desired it. The very section to which I
have referred precludes them from applying,
because they cannot prove that they have
the necessary capital to work the lease, yet,
when what I believe to be a dummy transaction
is carried through for the transferof that lease,
no q uestioll is asked of t he men to w hom the
lease is transferred as to whether they have
the necessary capital or not.. At the sa.me time
the men who had put their wages into the
mine were denied the opportunity of applying for forfe,itllre, solely because they could
not show that they had the necessary capital.
They had £1,700 owing to them, of which
nearly £1,400 was for wages by day labour,
and the balance for piece-work.
It has
always been understood that, according to the
Act, men working below were to have the
first claim on the assets of the company.
The whole of these men were working below,
and yet we find £ 1,400 due for wages at day
labour, and £300 for work by piece labour,
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according to the company, but I do not believe it· I think they were on contract. If
the wo;k was done by contract, then 25 per
cent. of the earnings was retained for the
fortnight. If the work was done by COlltract ~5 per cent. was retained as a. deposit,
and as a deposit it should have an equal
claim i it was held in trust by the company
for these men, and they should have a first
cail for theil' wages. 'Ve filJd the Minister
of Milles stating the other day, ill answer to
Mr. Praed, that the reason that the £;)00
was not paid was that the l1Ien did not apply
to the Court to have their wages p:aeed in
the order of preference to come in with the
wages men.
Mr. McLEoD.-I said nothing of the kind.
I said if the men claimed that they were day
men their only course was to apply to the
Court to put them on the list.
Mr. McGRATH.-The liquidator de.roanded from the Court that an order should
be issued as to the manner in which the wages
should be paid, and the Court ordered that
the liquidator should he paid first, wages
second, the bank third, debenture-holders
fourth, and other creditors fifth. Other creditors are the piece men who have not been
paid. As I said, the Minister stated that
they should have gone to the Court, and have
their preference given, when they should have
been placed as second with the wages .men.
The liquidator never gave the men any wformation as to the Conrt's proceeding, and, if
that is a fact, it is worth investigation.
There is one peculiar fact in c0l111exion with
the Bethanga Goldfields property, as is
shown by the following ; -

In consequence bf the wages of the miners:
having been provided for, the Minister of Mines
has agreed to a susp~l1siol1 of the. lab~ur c~vellants.
for three months whIle fresh capItal IS hemg provided for carrying on operations.

The property and plant of the old Bethanga
Goldfields Company Limited have been purchased
by Messrs. Miller and Company from the liquidator,
Mr. F. E. Harris, for cash; and the sum of £1,400
has been lodged with the Minister of Mines to PIloY
the arrears of wages due to the miners, who will be
paid in full forthwith.

Tocsin?
Mr. McGRATH.-Yes.
How did the
honorable member know'l I lmppose he
reads it.

You would imauine that the whole of the
miners were getting paid. but £300 more is
due to the men working there.
Messrs. Miller and Company propose to sell the
plant upon the surface, not necessary for the
future working of the mine, the ?elltral shaft of
which is down about 800 feet. It IS not. however,
intended to move any of the winding plants, the
a.ir compressor plant, o~ other m~ch.inery necessary
for carrying on operatIOns, .as 11i IS probable the
property will be re-worked 111 the near future by
a new El.'glish r.ompany.

I suppose it is the game of reconstruction
again.
Negotiations are now heing carried on by cable
with this end in "iew.

It was continually urged on the Minister
that he should forfeit the lease of the
Bethanga Company and his answer was that
he had great consideration for the working
miner, and the shareholders had his great
sympathy. I believe they have. 'The honorable member for Brunswick just informs
me that some of the lands shepherded have
not had a pick ill them for ten years. It is
a peculiar thing jf the article in the Bulletin
is correct, that Mr. Rushton, the secretary of
the Bethanga mine, and Mr. T. L. Fields,
one of the directors, are both co·directors
with the Minister.
Mr. McLEoD.-That is absolutely untrue.
:Mr McGHATll.-Is the Minister a director then 1 I am q \lilting from a local paper
with a la.rge circuhtion, and it ought to be
worth all answer. I was dealing with the
argument that those who applied for the
transfers of leases should show that they
have the necessary capita.l, and I desire toread this in cOllnexion wit.h it, and it relatesto Daj'lesforuThe leases held in the name of Fields were taken \
up by V. W. Boyle, an employe of the Cornish.\
The Minister granted to the man in England who- )
has no means, but who is a co-director, a. suspension of the covenants, and the day after and for
several days following, the Minister of Mines.
granted his co-director now in England, lea.ses
aggregating hundreds of acres, although such man
I
had not money to work the leases he already held.
\

It is well to know what that meatlS.
Mr. McLEoD.-Are you reading from the-

And the day after these men, who could not
work the leases Lhey possessed, are gra.nted otherleases to operate in like manner.

If the Mine1:) Department is being administered in that manner, that men are granted
suspemHon of t.he covenants for the reason that
they have not sufficient capital, and the next
day they are granted other leases, when they
have demonstrated their inability to work
the leases they formerly possessed, it is an
extraordinary thing. On the one hand the
leasfts are given up on account of insufficiency
of r.apital, while on the other hand the same
persons are granted other leases.
Mr. GRAY.-Have you any insta.nces of
that?

\

~

The Governor's Speech:

[ro JULY, I906.]

Address-in-Reply.

223

Mr. McGRATH.-Yes. I desire to deal etiquette to resign when you have a good thing on.
"With the question of lhe Mining Boards. Thanking you in anticipation,
(Signed)
A. J. SULLIVAX.
When that queRtion was before Parliament
Member
of
the
Beechworth
Mining
Board, Grea.t
in 1904, the Minister of Mines did his best
Northern, 31/3/1906.
to abolish the Mining Boards and to COI1Oentrate the whole control of the industry in I believe tbat there is good work that the
Melbourne. That was his evident intention. Mining Boards can do, and did do, and are
The majority of members in this House did willing to do, if the Minister will give them
not agree with that, view, thinking that the the opportunity. But, from my short exBoards, whilst their constitution should be periellce aR a representative of a mining
.altered, l:ihould have some control over the district in which there are Jarge auriferous
auriferous areas. What do we find? I will areas, thoughrapidlydiminishillg 1 must admit,
read a letter from A. J. Sullivan, as follows : - I believe the Mines Department are more
Sir,-With your kind permission I would like to anxious to part with these areas than the
draw puhlic attent ion to the uselessne~s of the pre- Lands Department. 'fhe Mining Boards of the
sent Mining Boards. The uselessness is owing to past did good work in preventing the a.lienathe conservdotive ideas of an ultra-conservative
t.ion of these areas and preserving them for
Government, backed up, I suppose, by a Minister
of Mines, fossilized in his ideas, and apparently the miner. That led to a considerable amount
biased consciously by his connexion with mining of prospecting, which will not take place
~ompanies.
The present Government has two ob- when a fence goes round the land. It is no
jects in view in their dealings with the present good the Minister saying that, under the
Boards. The first is, to give the Boards nothing
to do, 80 that when the three years (the period for conditi@nson which these particular lands are
which they are elected) expires the members of leased, t.he land remains open to the miner.
the Govel'l1ment will be able to say-" "Ve propose I say that the genuine prospector rarely can be
to abolish the Boards altogether, and in justinca- found to go insi~ a fence. There would be
tion of our intention we point to the fact that
-during the three years of their f'xist,ence they have too ~lUch time wasted iu the preliminary
done nothing practica.l for the mining industry." arrangements in order to find out the
The second object is undoubtedly to concentrate conditions under which the land is held,
the business performed by the old Boards in and the prospector would be off to another
Melbourne. and thereby have the Minister and
Secretary of Mines the sole administrators of the field. In my district, where we have large
mining regulations. Then again, we have inspec- auriferous areas, there have been two or three
tors of mines whose duties were clearly defined, cases where the Lands Department have deand consi&ted of the inspection of all mine ma- cided that the lands shall be thrown open,
chinery, testing of boilers, &c., in their respective districts, and otherwise to see that the mining and are being. selected. I have consistently
regulativlls were carried out properly. Instead protested against these things going on-nvt
()f that, the inspectors are running about re- altogether on the principle that there should
porting on land, and thereby neglecting the be no further alienation of our Crown land,
duties appertaining to their proper office. Then,
again, let me quote an instance of the promptness but because these are auriferous areas. I eanwith which the present Government dealt with not get the Mines Department to move in the
suggestions, recommendations, or direct offers from matter. The result will be that in a few
Boards. Our Board met on the 13th December. years mining will be· a. lost art. Few miners
We received a communication from the Mines Department, asking what amount per da.y members en~aged in prospecting will go where a fence
·of the Boal'd would cha.rge to report upon la.nd is erected.
which WIl.8 applied for in the district. We at once
Mr. GRAY.-Some areas have been locked
forwarded our cha.rges, &c. We met again on the up for twenty years, and nave never had a
J4.th Ma.rch, and, a.lthough three months had
·elaps· d, there was no acknowledgment of our COID- pick put in them.
Mr. McGRATH.-That is one of my argumunication, nor intimation as to whether our offer
was accepted or rejected. Then, again, at Ollr first ments. The honorable member says that
meeting immediately after an election in March. there are plenty of areas which have been
1905. we were asked to make a study of & codicil
set of by.laws drawn up 1>y a conference in Mel- locked up for twenty yeacs, and have never
bourne. We were informed that the Government had a pick put in them. I say that if they
were going to arrange 1\ conference, with the object are kept locked up the pick never will be put
of getting a uniform set of by. laws, applicable to inthem.
all pa.rts of the State. Twelve months ha.ve elapsed,
Mr. GRAy.-1'hey are locked up as auribut there is no conference, and no likelihood of one.
So far, my duties have consisted in a.tteuding the ferous areas. If people wished to go on them
meeting and doing nothing, beca.use there is they could.
Dothin~ to do, beyond filling in a form for my fees
Mr. McGRATH.-The honorable memher
and gomg home again. Persona.lly, I feel 1\.S if it is may be speaking of his own district.
-obtaining money under f&lse pretences. I feel inMr. URA Y.-There are no auriferous areas
-elined to resign, and would do so only I am informed it is aga.inst all official and pa.rliamentary in my district.
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Mr. McGRATH.-The honorable member
then is speaking on a matter he does Hot
know very much about. He is only showing
his want of knowledg:e on the question when
he makes an interjection. I know exactly
where the anriferous areas are, aud I know
that strong representations have been nlado
by the MiLling Boards to have these areas
preserved for the miner. For many years I
have taken an interest in this. The Mining
Boards have asked that every application for
this land should be referred to them for report, and I believe that they have offered to
report for a small sum of money whether the
areas are auriferous or not. The Minister,
according to the letter sent to the Beechworth Mining Board, has taken three months
toconsider the matter, and has not yet given
au answer. 1n answer to my question the
other day whether the Minister would inform the House how many applications for
leases had been pending for more than twelve
months, the Minister said that the number
was 100, and added, "That is the number, I
think, dealing with private property." 1 did
not ask the honorable gentleman wh/:lt he
thought. I asked him how lUany leases had
been pending for more than twelve months.
I did not ask the question as to its reference
to private property. I simply asked how many
applications for leases had been pending more
than twelve months.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (liitzl"oy).-Do yvu
mean to say that 100 people have been
kept waiting twel ve nlOnth~ fur their
loo.ses?
Mr. l\lcGRATH.-Yes. But th<lt is the
game. The 100 people are not very allxious
to get them. Section 26 of Act 1901 providesNotwithstanding a.nything containe<l in the
Mines Act, the pendency of aD application for a.
lease or licence, or for the renewal of the same,
shall cease if the Governor in Council at any time
declares that such application has been abandoned
by the applicant Provided that the pendency o~
an application for a lease or licence, or for the renewalof the same, shall not cease until a notice is
published in the Government Gazelle that such application has been granted or refused or declared
abandoned. An applicatioD for a lea.se sha,ll be,
as the case may require, granted, refused, or declared abandoned within twelve calendar months
fcom the date of the application.

I contend that when that particular provision was framed it was not intended that
100 people should have to go without their
leases, as the honorable member for Fitzroy
put it, for twel ve months. This, I believe, is
a.nother method of shepherdillg, a.nd a much
more effective method than the other, for
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while the applications are pending no application for forfeiture ca.n be entertained. It
means, I believe, that, if the applicants can persuade the Milles Department to hang their
application lip for mouth after month or year
after year, no rents have to be paid, as they are
not due, as the lease has never been granted.
Good gold might be discovered right round
the land, but no one can apply for the lalld,.
simply because the lease is pending. I will
give an illustration of what occurred only
the other day. I am not going to !3ay that
the application was pending for twel va
months, but it was pending for some conA man named Com mOIlS
siderable tiule.
applied for a lease in Pitfield neady twelve
months ago. 'rhe lease was granted, but he
did not want to take it up. By some means.
the lease went back to the Depa.rtment, and
there it lay.
It was noli declared
forfeited.
In
the
meantime another
party of men, a co-operative party, on a mille
adjoining, discovered that there was a payable
lead going towards that lease. They thought
that as the lease had never been granted they
would go to Ballarat and see how the matter
stood, alld, if possible, put. in an application
for the land themselves. They wellt tu Ballarat, bnt no information could be obtained
there. The" V'oTote to me. I came to 'Melbourne, and ~I found that althollgh the lease
was lying in the Department the man had
refused to take it up. It had never been
cancelled or declared void.
Information
leaked out that this party had discovered
payable gold. Immediately the man who had
applied for the lease wired to Melbourne to
see if the Department would take the rent.
Acting on behalf of these mell, who I believed
shoulci be protected, and who had discovered
a payable run, I requested the Department
to immediately forfeit the lease, and the Department did not accept the lease relit from
the original applicant. The lease was then
declared void, not because of a.ny action of
the Department, but because of the action of
the member for that district; fmd those who
had discovered gold had the opportunity of
applying for the lease, and of getting the fruits
of their industry. I believe tha.t this is an important q uestion-the q uestionofrefusing these
leases or granting them within a definite
period, and within as short a period as pos'fhe :\linistcr will answer that on
sible.
private land it is not possible to obtaiu the
consent of the land-owners immediately. That
is the answer he gave in connexion with the
Great Berry Consolidated. which was on
private land.
I know from my own personal know ledge that the signatures could
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three faces he visited, and in the stopes, the
temperatnre was from 85 to ~8 degrees. But
when the Minister. in answering me. through
the press, declared that I had told an untruth
when I said the temperature wa.s 100 degrees,
why did he not give these particulars tt> the
press 1 Why did he wilfully suppress that
portion of the report when he had it before
him 1
Mr. McLEoD.-What we gave to the press
stated the lemperatlll'e.
Mr. McGRATH. -The Minister gave
nothing in connexion with the rise.
Mr. MeLEoD.-'l'hat is incorrect.
Mr. McGRATH.-I believe that the inspectors, instead of acting in the interests
of the miners, are acting primarily in the
interests of the mine-owller. As an instance
in this case, why did not Mr. Fitches state
the actual temperatnre in this particular
rise 1
Mr. McLEoD.-He stated the actual temperature of the rise.
Mr. McGRA'fH.-I am getting rather
boarse. and I dC8ire to ask the Premier to
agree to the adjournment of, the debat e.
Mr. BENT.-On a motion of want of confidence you fire away. Half-past ten is too
early to adjourn the debate on a motion of
want of confidence.
Mr. McGH.ATH.-Is that the way the
honorable gentl~man is taking it ~
Mr. BENT.-\Vhat else ~
Mr. McGRATH.-It is a discllssion.
Mr. DKr-iT. -1 will not agree to a.n adjou1'l1ment just now. I did not want to interrupt
before, but I remember tile honorable member said" Wilfully suppressed." Is that expression in order?
Mr. McGRATH.-From my reasoning,
the information was wilfully suppressed. {
said it before, and I will stand to it.. 1 want
A rise is in conrse of construction to connect the to know why it was not given to the pres~.
2,200 a.nd the 2,000 feet levels. and is up 20 feet. The Minister was very anxious to make out
The temperature of the country rock is ) 04 degrees, to my constitnents that I had been telling
and everythin~ is being done by the mine ma.nager
to reduce the temperature to a. workable condition. an untruth in saying that he suppressed
that portion of the report.
Mr. McLEoD.-Please read lhe report, and
Mr. McLEoD.-That statement is absostate what was the temperature in the lutely incorrect, that it was wilfully supdrives.
pressed, and I request the honorable member
Mr. McGRATH .-The honorable gentle- to withdraw it. It was given to the press.
man can read it afterwards. No report was
Mr. McGRA'rH.-I withdraw the \vord
furnished to me on the matter.
wilfully and say that the honorable gentleMr. McLEoD.-The honorable member saw man knowingly suppressed the informaLioll.
the report in the Department.
Mr. McLEoD.-Is that ill order ~
Mr. McGRATH.-I cannot trust to my
'fhe SPEAKER.-I think it is in order.
memory in the matter. I do not know where The Government has decided to treat this
a man might be if he trusts to his memory amendment as a want-of·confidence motion.
in regard to what he read some nine months The honol·a.ble member has a right to make
back. I believe the inspector said that ill the that charge if he chooses, alld it is for the
bave been obtained months before if the Department had been at all anxious, but those
dealing wit\! the Department found there
was no necessity to hurry on and expedite
matters in connexion with obtaining signatures of the land-owners. When they fouud
that it was pussible to bluff the Department
they knew there was no need to hurry.
They knew that they were protected. and
that they lleed not have the lease. 'l'hey
knew they had all the protection a lease
could give them, and that nobody else could
apply for the land or for forfeiture, and that
they had no lease rents to pay. That is the
way the game has gone on, and I believe it is
going on to-day, according to the Minister's
own statement that 100 leases had been
pending for twelve months. The Department
has not carried out the law as contained in the
section I have quoted in not granting those
leases within twelve months. I desire also
to draw attention to the ventilation question.
I think we want some ventilation here, too.
During the r~cess I had occasion to visit a
certain mille in Ballarat.
Going through
the 2,200-feet leval, I found that every man
was stripped from the waist upwards. For
the sake of decency they each had on a light
pair of trousers, but, from the waist upwards,
trucker and everybody else were stripped
naked. 1 thought it was a deplorable condition of affairs in Victoria, that, for the purpose
of earning a livelihood, men should have to
go down 2,200 feet into the bowels of the
€arth, where the atmosphere was stifling,
where it was difHcult to breathe, and where
the work was very hard. 1 made a statement
then that the temperature seemed to be 100
degrees. An official report was obtained by
t.he Minister of Mines, in which, in connexion
with the rise from the 2,200-feet level to
the 2,000-feet level, it was stated-
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suppose he also thought they werQ going t<>
bury the working miners in the rock for
about a week, when they would reach the
same temperature. Then he proceeds to state
that everything is being done by the mine
manager to reduce the temperature to a workable condition.
1 want to know from
the Minister of 1\1 iues what has been dOlle in
that particular mine siuce I drew attention
to it. Has he yet insisted upon larger air
pipes being used in the mine, and upon
more air going down ~ Does he know if
these men are still working almost bare,
the conditions so bad that they cannot
bear any alothes upon them, throwing away
their crib da.y after day, unable to eat
it, as they were when I visited the mine?
The temperature of the country rock is 104
degrees, and eyerything is being done by the mine At this time I believe the conditiulls are
me.nager to reduce the temperature to a workable slightly better, not through the action of
c:ondition.
the inspector, nor of the Minister, but
My contention was that, in this particular throue:h the action of the member for
mine, the conditions were unworkable, and the district in drawing public attention
here is the inspector's answer that" every- to the manner in which the miners
thing is being done by the mine manager to were treated.
The men were at that
reduce the tempera.ture to a workable con- time coming up two at a shift in a state of
dition." If the Englil:!h hwguage means any- sickness, t hrol\'ing np their dinner, mallY of
thing, that statement means that at the par- them unable to eat their crib. 'Ve have day
ticular time I visited the ~tar of the East, by day every evidence that hundreds of our
and when the inspector also visited it, the miners are being stricken down with minets'
conditions were unworkable, that they were complaint. Very few of them live to be over
not fit for men to work under, and 1 con- 50. Go into the mining districts of Victoria
tend that in all fairuess the Minister to-day and you will see very few old men. I
should have given that PQrtion of the report am sorry to say the miners are carried away
to the representatives of the press when to the cemeteries before they become old
he took part in the discnssion. The inspec- men. They die when they should be in
tor states here, "rrhe temperature of the their prime. The mining illdustry is not in
country rock is 104 degrees," and later on the bad condition that the Minister would
the Minister said he had rcq uested the in- have us to believe when he went to Bendigo,
spector to furnish a further report. I say it and said that the Labonr Party were anxious
was not at his request, btt at my request, to nationalize it, and gave as an illustration
and that, for aU the Mines Department knew, of the danger of such a policy the great
a temperature of 104 degrees in the country loss that would be incurred by the comrock meant the temperature of the air in the m unity. vVe do not ~tand to ad vocate the
rise. I asked the officials there what 104 nationalization of the gold-mining industry.
degrees temperature of the country rock It has never been declared by our party, and
meant, ItS I was told it was taken by placing we have never advocated it, but the men \vh,)
the thermollleter against the side of the rise. are declaring that the gold is costing 118 £6
"Well," I said, "if the temperature is taken per ounce to get haye no facts upon which
from the side of the rise, then it is reasonable to base their statement. It is not costing
to assume that it will be equally hot ill the us .£6 per ounce. For the edification and
middle of the rise, and therefore it is a information of those men who have grown
fair thing to say that the temperature of the rich upon paying calls in Victoria, and who
rise is 104 degrees. a Then, after that report continually boast of what miues they keep
wa.s sent back at my instigation to find out going, as if they were a body of philanthroexactly what it did mean, Mr. Inspector pists-men who when they started were not
Fitches comes along with an explanation for able to pay more than a penny or a two-penny
the information of the officials in the Mines call, and who have grown very rich upon payDepartment., that the temperature of the ing calls to this losing indllstry-I will quote
country rock was obtained by burying the Mr. Nash in his Austrnlasian Joint Stock Comthermometer in the rock for about a week. I panies Year-Boo/.: for 1904. He shows t hat in
honQrable gentleman whose actions are
questioned to defend himself.
Mr. McGRATH.-I was stating that this
portion of th~ report was not given to the
press for publication when the other portion
was given. It was fairly a portion of the
inspector's report, and surely it had a right
to be given to the press for publication. The
Minister took part in a discussion between
the manager of the mille and myself. He
took the side of the manager, and sut'ely, in
all fairness, he should have given the fnll
details of the report. I venture to say this
is the first time that that report has been
given publicity to where the inspector
states-
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-N ew South Wales the paid-up capital in gold
mines was £3,780,000, and the interest
.and dividends recorded £57,000, giving an
-average return of 1.5 per cent. In Victoria
we have a paid-up capital of £9,737.000, and
the interest and dividends recorded amount
;to £625,000, or a profit of 6'4 per cent.
Sir ALFXANDER PEACOCK.-A lot of those
-companies are outside Victoria.
Mr. McGRATH.-I think thevare all here.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCIL - rrl;e companies'
-offices may be.
.
Mr. PRENDERGAsT.-They are Victorian
~ompanies.

Mr."McGRATH -The paid-up capital in
Western Australia is £2.-'),866,000, and the
interest and dividends recorded amonnt to
£2,061,000, or an average return of 8 per
-.cent.
Mr. GRAHAM.-l'wish it was true.
Mr. ANSTEY.-It is not a labour ioumal
that we are quoting from.
~
Mr. McGRATH.-I am not going to say
1'( hat all the investments of the honorable
member for Goulburn Valley, or all the iuvestments of the Victorian public, have
"turned out at 8 per eent., but that sta.tement
is arrivf.d at by adding up ·the dividends
.I
'11POLl one side and the calls upon the other,
' -aDd is not based upon the fictitious value
(
..created by the Stock Exchange. We know
(
there are mines whose shares are boomed up
".to £3 and £4, and into which the investing
public are gulled, but which never pay mor~
than 3s. or 4s., while the called-up capital
(
may not be mor~ than 3s. or 4s. It is not
lair to judge the mining industry on instances
)
of that kind. If we can prove the statements
I have just made as to the value of the
industry, we have done more than the
Minister of Mines did at B~ndigo, when he
-decried the industry, when he cried "stinking fish," and said the industry was a losiug
-(me.
Mr. McLEOD.- When did I say that ~
Mr. McGRATH. -The honorable gentleman'said it at Bendigo.
Mr. McLEoD.- You are stating what is
absolutely incorrect. I said nothing of the
kind.
Mr. McGRATH.-The honorable gentleman said something of th~ kind.
Mr. BENT.-You are doing very well. You
may as well move the adjournment of the
-debate.
On the motion of Mr. McGRATH, the debate was adjourned until the following day.
The Honse adjourned at sixteen minutes
to eleven o'clock, until half·past four o'clock
the following day.
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The SPEAKER took the chair at. twentyfive minutes to five ()'clock p.m.
LAND FOR EUCALYPTUS FARMING.
Mr. KIRKWOOD asked the Minister of
Lands if he could ~i ve any idea as to when
the alteration in the Land Act would be
made, so that the Minister of Mines and
Forests could issue licences to occupy land in
tme parishes of Whirrakee, Neil borough, and
other portions in the Mallee district, as the-re
were a number of people living there who
were desirous of taking up scrub land for
the purpose of eucalyptus farming, and the
manufacturing of eucalyptus oil. "
Mr. MURRAY.-The difficulty arise.
through section 148, Land Act 1901, which
determines that where land is reserved for
the purpose of manufacture or production of
eUl.:alyptus oil, and a licence to cut timber
for that purpose issues, the land cannot be
oceupied for any other purpose. As there is
a numb.er of. licences for grazing purposes
akeady III eX1stence, the action of granting
licences for euealyptus purposes would render
the grazing licences invalid. . There appears
to be no iOlid reason why both ind ustries
should not exist on the same area, and the
question will be considered when the next
Amending Land Bill is brought before Parliament. It may be discovered that what is
required can be done by an administrative
act, and if so I will do it. If it; cannot be
~one ~Y an adlllin~strative act, I may brin~
III a BIll to ena.ble It to be done.
According
to the question, the Minister of Mines would
issue the licences, but under the present Act
the power rests with the Minister of Lands.
DREDGING PLANT PURCHASES.
Mr. PRENDERGAST asked the Premier
the following questions : 1. Were the t~o deck winches, lately obtained
for the dredge P,oneer, manufactured in the State'
if so, by whom ?
'
2. Has the Superintending Engineer of the Geelong Harbor Trust, or any other person, been sent
to Natal, or elsewher~. to inspect, with a view to
purchase, some dredgmg plant?
3. Does the Goverm~ent or the Geelong Harbor
Trust contemplate gettmg barges from Tasmania?

Mr. BENT.-This is really 3. question that
should have been addressed to the Minister
of Public Works, but he has been good
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enough to allow me to answer it. The following is the answer : 1. The two deck winches lately obtained for the
dredge Pioneer were manufactured in Port Melbourne-

I think that is in Victoria.
Mr. LEMMoN.-They were bought from a
firm of importers.
Mr. Bl!:NTby Mr. Alfred Harman, and supplied to the Department of Public Works through Messrs. He/.l,\'a.n and
Edwa.rds.
2. Geeloug Harbor Tru'3t can supply.
3. Government does not COlli emplate getting
barges from Tasmania. The intentions of the
Geelong Harbor Trust are not known.
(Signed)
D. E. MARTIN,
~ecretary for Pllblic Works.

It will take three or four days to get the
information required from the Geelong Harbor Trust, as 1 understand they meet on
Monday.
PASSENGER PLATFORM AT NORTH
FITZROY.
Mr. J. \tV. BILLSON (Fitzmy) asked the
Minister of Rail ways if he had recei ved any
report from the Commissioners of H.ailways
relative to the erection of a platform for passenger traffic at. the cortler of St. George'sroad and Park-street, North. Fitzroy, which
was the subject of a question in the House
on the 8th Decem ber, 1905; if not, would he
be so good as to have inquiries made of the
Commissioners in connexioll ,"vith the matter,
which was one of great urgency, and would
certainly be reproductive?
Mr. HENT.-l have received the following memorandum, signed by Thomas rfait : The Comillissioners h.we visited the locality and
given consideration tot he question of the erection
of a platform for passenger tra.ffic at the corner of
St. (jeorge's-roatl add Park-street, North Fitzroy,
and ha.ve to say tha.t in addition to a platform it
would be necessary to provide a ticket office,
wa.iting and shelter rooms, lavut.ories, &c., and to
employ staff for the sale, checking, and collection
of tickets, and management and care of the
station generally, and the Commissioners do not
-consider that the extra revenue which would be
derived from the establishment of this proposed
sta.tion will justify the expenditure involved in the
provision of the necessary accommodation and
for maintenance and work.

COST OF BRICKS TO rfHE
GOVERNMENrr.
Mr. BEAHD asked the Premier if he
would inform the House the cost per
thousand the Government was paying for
briel,s, exclusive of cartage, other than those
used on the Central Hailway Station at
Flinders-street.

to the Government.

Mr. BEST.-The Government has paid
for bricks, exclusive of cartage, other that}
those used on the Flinders-street Station, as
follows :-Melbourne, 35s. per thousand;
Ballarat, 29s. per thousand. I bought that
lot at Ballarat myself.
rrHE DREDGE "JOHN NIMMO.'7
CONVEHSION IWl'O SAND,PUMP
DREDGE.
Mr. PRENDERUAST asked the Premier
if he would inform the House w hen he proposed to have the Joh'it, Nimmo cOllverted
into a sand-pump dredge.
He said that ~\
promise was made some time ago to spelld
£5,uOO 011 this dredge, and be wished todraw attention to it in order that the work
should be carried out fQl' the bellefit of our
workmen.
Mr. BENT.-As for onr workmen, I may
say we have already dealt with the .fl/etbourne. The facts areDrawiu,ll;s and specificatiolls for adding sandpumping machinery to the equipment. of the John
~Virmno are prepared. and tenders can he invited
when considered desirable.
The estimated cost of the proposed work is
£15,000, which <~mount, however, is inclusive of a.
sum of .£3,000 for new boilers. These must be
provided along with the additional machinery, but·
if this latter be not added, the existing would be
serviceable for sevt'ral years. It may be noted that
the Geelong Harbor Trust has just purchasedsecond-hand-two sand·pump dredgers of equal
cupacity, and, so far as can be gathered from a.
description, quite as powerful as it has been proposed to make the Jchn .Nim III 0 , for about £8,OO()
each. One of these is to be converted to a hopper
barge, the pumping machinery to be retained in the
other. With one such dredger in the State-in
Port Phillip Bay, in fact-even though it be not in
the custody of Government, a question arises
as to the wisdom of expending £15.000 on
the suggested alterations to the John lv-rimmo. I
attach a copy of an excerpt from a. report by the
Inspector-General of Public 'Yorks on the subject.

There if> a whole lot more here. 1 will lay
the papers on the ta.ble of the House, as I
will not go to the trouble of reading them
all.
GOULBURN RIVER LEVEES.
Mr. McKENZIE asked the Premier if hewould send an officer to the GoulbllrIl levees
and ascertain the condition of the breaksa.way which ball recelltly taken place in the
levees ~
Mr. BE.xT.-Sillce the honorable member
mentioned this matter in the House last night,
I have consulted my honorable collea.gue,
the Minister of Public Works. I may say
that the honorable member for Gonlourn
Valley has also mentioned the matter to me.
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The Minister of Pu blic Works has agreed to
sen.d an outside officer to report upon this
work.

PRIVILEGE.
REFLECTIONS ON MEMBlms.

Mr. ANSTEY.·-As a matter of privilege
I should like to draw vour attention, Mr.
Speaker, to the fact that~an honorable member on the Government side of the Honse
has referred to members of the Labour
Party as confiscators and robbers, and as
having no respect for property or law Is
that sufficient to justify me in moving a
res@lution for the arrest of that honorable
member ~
The SPEAKI~R.-No, it is not sufficient.
~1r. ANS'l'EY.-This is all right.
Mr. W AT'l'.-Speak up, we call not hear
YOIl.

(

)

Mr. ANSTEY -It is all right. The honorable member is safe. W hat other steps, Mr.
Speaker, am I to take in the lllatter, 80 as to
be in order ~
The SPEA KER.- When the honorable
member takes other steps I will tell him
whether they are in order 01' not. I am not
here to ad vise whether a step is in order
beforo it is taken. I do not know what the
charge is or who the hOllon.ble member is.
Mr. W AT'l'.-Atn 1 entitled to ask the
honorable member for Brullswick if he refers
to me?
Mr COLECHIN. - The Speaker is not
entitled to advise you.
Mr. WA'l'T.-I want to know from the
Speaker, not from the buffoon.
ADDRESS-IN REPLY TO THE
GOVERNOR'S SPEECH.
SIXTH NIGHT's D":BA'l'E.

The debate (adjourned from the previolls
day) on Mr. Campbell's motion for the adoption of the Address-in-Reply to the Governor's speech, and on Mr. H. S. Bennett's
amendmentThat the following words be added to the
prj'posed address :-" And, further, we affirm that
it is urgent Iv desirable, in the interest of the great
mining industry, that a Select Committee should
be appointed to inquire iuto the leasing sys' em
of this State and the genera.l administration of the
Mines Department,"

was resumed.
Mr. McGRATH.-As I spoke for some
time last evening I do llot purpose taking
up any considerable time this afternoon on
the other points 1 desire to refer to, but 1 COllsider this point of sufficient importance to
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be referred to by one who represeuts a portion of the millers of Victoria. I desire,
first of all, to deal with the q nestion of ventilation. I consider, as a. representative of
the miners, that that is a matter of sllfficient
importance to' engage our attention, and I
can speak knowingly of the evil effects of
the bad air and of the bad conditions under
which many of our miners are working today. I n confirmation of what is being said
as to the bad cOllditions under which our
miners are workiI1g, I wish to read the
following report from Bendigo which ""Ppeared in the A1'gus of to-day:Bendigo, Tuesday.-At the Bendigo cemetery
to-day, while conducting the burial service over
the body of T. Goutcher, aged 48 yea.rs, who died
from miners complaint, Dean MacCullagh said:"This man whose body we are burying to-dav
would, in the ordinary conrse of nal ure, have lived
for many years. He has been poisoned by fonl air
he breathed in a mine. Can nothing be done to
pdvent snch a terri hIe happening? The prosperity
of the city has been built np by miners, but the
gold has been WOll lit a terrible sacrifice of human
life. The widow and fatherless of t.his deceased
man selld up tearful cries to God to help them in
their loneliness and distress. May He, in His infinite wisdum, send some one with a mighty power
that will change these conditions. At present
there is a grt>at responsibility resting on some one's
shoulders. Only recently 1 buried a miner who
was cut otf at 42 Years, in the prime of life, by
breathing pois011ed air. Can nothing be done? "

Last session the question was prominently
brought under the notice of the Minister of
M ine~ by the honorable mem ber for A 11 a11dale, who asked the honorable gentleman if
he was prepared to spend a small sum of
money in testing the idea Griginat,ed by Mr.
Squires, of the West Berry Conso's Mine,
Allanda~e.
The answer of the Minister on
that occasion was as fol1ows:The reason I asked the honorable member to put
this question oft for a week was because I had called
for a report from all inspectors of mines as to the
state of ventilation in all their districts, and until
I haa these completed, I did not wish to reply to
the question, because I fully realize the importance .,f it. Officially, I wOllld say to the honorable
member that a:s the result of exhaustive inquiries
made by the Il1spectors regarding the ventilation
in the various deep quartz a.nd alluvial mines
throughout the State. there is no necessity for incurring the large expt'ndilUre suggested by the
question. All the· insptlctors alp. a~reed that much
more attel,tion is now being paid to ventilation
than formerly, and that it has greatly improved ill
all mine-.

I would direct the attentio11 of the Minister
of Mines to the paragraph 1 have already
quoted. '1 he honorable gentleman on that
occasion said he did not. think that there was
such a condition existing in the deep mines
of Victoria as to justify the expenditure of a
paltry £1,200 to test a scheme which has
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been a ~Il('res'\ in .\lIandale. \\' e see in every
milling district hundreds of our miners
being cut. off in the prime of life, and the
MiniHter of Mines informed llS that this
::-;tate cannot afford a paltry ~xpendit\lre of
£, 1,200 for the purpose of testing a scheme
that has been sllccessful, at any rate, in Olle
mining district. It would be money well
spent if it cost £50,000 to obtain a system
to improve the conditions in this respect of
those who work sometimes half-a-mile
down ill the bowels of the earth. If we could
in some way and ill some slight ma.nner better
these conditiolls and lengthen the lives of onr
miners, I say that £50,000 would be well
speut in doing so. We should not hesitate, and t.he Minister should not hesitate, to
ask for n. grant from the Treasury for the
trial of thiH pitrticlllar system, which may not
be a com plete Sllccess as a ventilator of mines
or all that we desire. However, I would
point out that ill districts where it has been
tried, and in those mines particularly \vhich r
ha.ve mentioned, it has been a complete success. We have tho knowledge of what it has
done in those districts where, previolls to the
introduction of Mr. Hquires' scheme, to my
ovm knowledge, men were coming home from
their work five shifts out of the twelve per
fortnight owing to the effects of bad air.
After the adoption of that system, I do not
think t.hat they ha.ve lost oue shift through
bad air in two years. In view of that fact it
should not be uecessary for me to insist
fl,u-ther on the Minister doing something. I
do not believe that either the Minister or the
inspectors have done very lUllCh this last
twelve months, siuce this question was first
broached by the honorable member for Allandale, in cOllnexion with bettering the conditions of the miners. One honorable member
of this (the Opposition) side of the House proposed a resolution that miners working in
places where the temperature was HO
degrees aUfl over should not be permitted to work more than six hours. \Ve
were told by the representatives of the farmers
and of other classes that it was an unheard
of proposal t.hat men should work only six
hOllrs, yet I find that even in Germany such
a. step has heen tal<ell. 'Ve claim that we are
ahead of (jernmny in our general industrilll legislation, and in legislation for protecting the lives of the peorle. In Germany
the Lower Honseof thePrnssian Diet have fixed
six hours as the limit of work in pits where
the temperatnre is over 28 degrees centigrade, or 82'4 fahrenheit. What has been
done in Germn.ny should be done in Victoria.
It should be 'illegal to employ a man
Mr. McGrath.
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for more than six hours in a mine
where the temrerature is over 80 degrees.
It must be remembered that when people
speak of 80 degrees they are speaking of the
snrface, and that 80 degrees down below is
equal to 100 degrees on top on accoullt of
the close and oppressive atmosphere. Down
below it is much harder to work at a temperature of 80 degrees than it would be on
the surface at a tempera~ure of 100 degrees.
The attitude I take up in connexion with
the mining industry
that if the live~ of
Ollr people are to be sacrificed in the
winning of gold it is far better that the
gold mines should be shut down, and tha.t
the men should go into the other avenues
of labour.
But I do not believe that
would be the result of this very necessary
I believe
legislation that I have indicated.
that men could do more work under
good conditions in six hours than under
bad conditions in eight hours.
III the
interests of the mine-owners themselves
this measure should be introd uced and
carried by the Assembly, so that an
opportunity may be given to the men
who are at present
working
under
almost intolerable conditions to, at any
rate, work under slightly better conditions.
rrhe conditions can nevel' be made good,
but they can at least be slightly improved, and as a representative of miners
I do not think that I am asking too much
when I desire that legislation should be
carried to provide for only six: hours' labour
where the temperature in a mille is 80 degrees or over. Froln what I have read in the
papers it appears that payable gold has been
found in Bendigo at a depth of three-q uarters
of a mile. We were informed last Re8sion,
or the previous session, by the honorable
members representing Bendigo, under what
conditions miners work there. In a report
of a speech delivered by the honorable member for Bendigo West, which I read, I saw that
the men have to have a hose turned on them
after working a few minutes in some of the
mines in order to make the conditions endurable. Surely, in view of such a state of atrairs
existing in the twentieth century, some action
should be taken to better the conditions of
those who labour in the bowels of the earth.
The Inspector- of mines for the Ballarat
district reported that the temperature at one
particular place in the South Star mine was
84 degrees. He referred to the conditions
as being first class. In Germany, as I have
shown, men arc not allowed to work more
tha.n six hours where the temperature
is 80 degrees or over, and yet an inspector of
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mines in Victoria declares that with a
temperature of 84 degrees the conditions are
first class. J do not desire to do any man an
injury, but I only wi~h that for one or
two shifts the Minister of Mines, accompanied by his head officer and that inspector,
had to work in a. mine where the temperature
was 84 degrees. They would come back impressed with tbe necessity for new legislation,
and would not consider that temperature as
being first class. They would recognise that
some endeavollr should be made to reduce
the temperature. In cOllnexion with the
agitation that has taken place about the
gambling evil throughout Victoria, I notice
that various speaker!'! have referred to the
Stock Exchange and the gambling that takes
place there. I believe myself that there is a
considerable amount of g::\mbling on the Stock
Exchange, and I believe that the mining illdustry does not depend on the Stock Exchange. 'rhe mining industry, in my opinion,
has progressed in the past, not because of the
Stoek Exchange, but ill spite of it. The
honorable member for Maryborough, when
Minister of Mines, gave notice of his intention to introduce a Bill for the purpose of
lict!nsing and regulating stock and share
brokers. I wish the Premier to take notice
of this proposal. He is always anxious about
obtaining new revenue, and 1 believe this is
a. method whereby he may obtain £100,000
per atllltlm by a perfectly legitimate tax on
stock and share brokers. Every auctioneer
pays a licence-fee, and is under the control of
the Government.
Mr. BENT.-Would the tax bring in
£100.000 ?
Mr~ McGRATH.-·I am assnming that
there are 5,000 sharebrokers inside and outside the Exchange. A tax of £20 per head
on them would bring in £100,000. Those
per6011s have control over our mines in Victoria, but we cannot control those persons. In
many cases, they have ruined mines in Victoria. by their methods in connexion with
spec·selling. It is not necessary f0r me to
refer to the mines that have been closed down.
If a measure were introduced by the Minister
of Mines to compel every broker to keep
records of all shares, the numbers of the
sha.res, whose shar~s he sold, to whom the
ahares were sold, the prices received and the
meetin~ of the Exchange at which the shares
were sold, such record to be open to clients,
I believe spec-selling would be absolutely
prevented. I believe it would be a criminal
act for an auctioneer to nndertake to sell a.ny
property in connexion with which he had received no im.tructions, and yet men, who do
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not possess a single share in a nline, take the
opportunity to make money by selling shares
which they have not got. I believe that if a
Bill were introduced to license brokers, it
would be in the interests of the mining industry, and would bring in a laq;e amount of
revenue. If it is right to licen:::;e anctioneers,
it is right to license these gentlemen. Another
provision that is necessary iH that no member
of the Stock Exchange shall be eligible to
act as the direetor of a mining company By
virtue of his position a director gets information regarding a mine before other shareholders, and if he is a rnemberof the Stock Exchange, can operate OIl that information to the
detriment of the other shareholders. If the
Minister of Mines will 1I0t take action in the
direction I have indicated, it will be necessary for some one on this (the Opposition) side
to introduce a measure. It is necessary that
the mining industry should be purified, so
that it will not cOlltinne to be looked on as a
gamble, but as a means of investment.
~ection 56, sub-section (3) of the Mines Act,
reads as follows : Where the owner of any mine, any part of which
is let on tribute, is not a company as afore~aid,
every such tribute agreement shall be signed in
.duplica.te, and one copy sha,ll be retained by the
owner of the mine and the other by the tributer.

With the exception of one case in which there
is an agreement ill writing" between the company and. the tributer, there is no other
agreement in existence in the Ballarat district. It is essential that the Minister of
Mines and his officials should see that the
law is carried out. It should Bot be the
duty of the tributer to demand flU agreement
from the company, for if he does demand an
agreement the result is dismissal. It should
be the duty of the Inspector of l\.lilles to demand from the company the production of
the agreement. It is known that in many
cases when a mine is looking poor the men are
put on tribute, and earn 5s., ] Os., or I ;)8. a
week. I do not say that this is so hl all
eases. vVhen the mine 10~ks better the men
are put back on wages, and they have nothing
to show that they have worked 011 tribute,
though in mallY cases they have put in many
months at a retnuneration averaging about
15s. per week. When the Act was passed,
it was the inteution of Parliament to protect
the tributer, and I would like to know what
is the use of a deliberative body making laws,
if those laws are to be allowed to remain inoperative. If we have a Mini'ster of Mines
and mining officials, who do llOt see that the
law is carried out, some change will have to
be made.
The Mining Inspector should
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demand the production of these I1greements.
It is the duty of t.he :Milles Department to
::,;ee that the intention of Parliament is carriml into effect, and according to the r\ct
it was the intention of Parliament that
t.rihuters should be provided with an
ngre~men.t.
That is another rea~OJI why
all
mqllll'y shollld be held into the
administ.ration of the ~Iilles Department.
I desire to deal with the (lnestion of COlll"'/lilies in liquidatioll-allother aspect of how
~he unfortunate miners al'e being defrauded
to·day by some of the milling companies of
Victoria. I desire to draw the attentioll of
t he Minister of Mines again to 'au article that.
I quoted yesterday. It says'1he property and plant of the 01(1 Rethallga
noltlfields l 'ompallY Limited have been purchaseel
hy Messrs Miller anel Company fl'Om the lif/nielator, Mr. Harris. for cash, allll the sllm of £1.400
hal! been lodged ,.,.ith the Minister of Mines to
pay the arrears of wa.'(es due to the miners.

Mr. McLEoD.-'rhat statement is a mistake. 'rhe money was not lodged with the
Minister of Mines.
:Mr. ~IcGH.ATH.-The honorable gentleman saJs that this sta.tement it:) illcorrect. It is
a newspaper report, yet he and his colleagues
Je~terdHY were willing to semI the honorable
member for tho Hailways ~el'\'ice (Mr. Solly)
to gaol on a newspaper report. A report
similar to this one, which he contends is
incorrect, was good enough to send that
honorable member yesterday to gaol without
any further information, to rnin him financially, aud to laud his wife and family ill the
streets to starve. The honomble gentleman
contends that this report is uutrne, but the
report yesterday was good enough to justify
the drastic action proposed ~y the Premier
and his colle1lgnes.
)11'. LE?tIMON.- He has not sent Dr.
Embling there yet.
Mr. VV A '1"1'.-'1' he rest of your speech has
been more logical than that part.
Mr. ANSTBT.-The newspaper is no good
when it is against the Minister.
Mr. McGHATH.-I find that a company
ill the electorate of the honorable member for
Bltlhuat East-Mr. W A'L'T.-A good man.
Mr. McGRATH.-He is a good man. PerHonally I do not think we can find a bette:'.
A company in that honorable member's electorate, called the Britannia Gold Minillg Company, is going into liquidatiou. The workers
there have nwing to them £ 150. I twas intellded by Parliament that wages should be
paid first, that the men who have worked
below and on top for wages should ha\'e the
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pt'eference, yet we find the intention of the
Act defeated through tile company going into
liquidation. We find the intelltioll of the
Act defeated at Bethanga, alld also in the
case of the Britannia mi11e nt Balla.rat East.
I do not doubt that the men will be paid
in two years' time, but it Was not the inten·
tion of Parliamellt that a tompauy should be
allowed to g() into liquidatiolJ, and to keep
back the money for a period extendiIJg over
one, two, or three years. If an alteration of
the law is necessary, and the ~lillister should
know whether it is necessary or uot. it
shou1d be introduced at Ollce, so that we can
prevellt companies from gOillg into liquidation I.1.ntil they have satistied the claim
for wages of the man who has a wife and
family depeuding UPOII him for his fortnight's
salary. It is not mnch use to tell him, as the
liquidator told the mell in Ballarat East,
that when the company is woum! up, when
the assets are realized, the wages will be
paid. 'rhat does not pay the butcher or the
baker or the other tradespeople with whQm
the miner has had business. It is essentially
necef'lsary that llew legislation sholild be introduced to prevent companies from defrauding the wage earners in the mining industry.
"Ve, on this (the Opposition) side, have made
a demand for an in~ Iliry. 'I be honorable
member for Ballarat Weflt has moved all
amendment Ofl the Address-in-Heply, asking
that an inquiry should be held into the
lel'tsing system in Victoria, and the general
admilJistration of the Mines Department. I
believe that we have made ont a fairly strong
case as to why that inq uiry should be granted.
I desire to refer to the interjection made last
night by the honorable member for Swan
Hill. 1 did IIOt catch it llxactly, but this
morning, after asking one or two members,
I satisfied myself that his interjection was to
the effect that, mueh of the lalld which is
being held as anriferolls land should be
t.hrown open for selection. I 1.llIderstand
that was the honorable member's interjection.
Mr. GHA Y.-And that some lands were
locked up for twenty years as being auriferous.
~1r. McGHATH.-I agree with the hOllomble member to a large extent, but it is the
system of shepherding which is going on today that prevellts theRe lallas being opened
either for millillg or for settlement.
There
is nothiug in the Act to-day to prevent t11e
land from being taken up ill .}, 10, or 20
acre blocks for settlement., hnt, with the
system which obtains in the Mines Department of kecpiug applications for leases
U
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pending month after mouth anrl year aft.er
year, the land is locked up, and not only
:;ettlement but mining operations upon it
are precluded. I agree with the honorable
member for Swan Hill that much of this
land would be settled if the a.pplications for
leases wete immediately dealt with in something approaching a busiuess·like manner in
the Mines Department, and much of it would
be prospected by the individual miner. The
result would be that many miners who today are forced into the towns to live would
be enabled to take up blocks of from 5 to
10 acres in the vicinity of their mines, so as
to have their homes near their work. I
think we have made out a strong case for an
inquiry into the royalty evil. I am very
much ~fraid that the Minister in the Bill he
proposed to introduce will not go to the root
(}f the evil. We ha.ve shown that ovel'
£200,00~) has been paid to the royalty
drawers of Ballarat, and that a SUIll of
£1,000,OUO has been paid in royalty throughout the A llandale, Ballarat,' and Pitfield
districts. In the case of the South Star
Company, to which the State advanced
£5,00U, the sum of £20,000 was paid to the
Guiding Star, which did not put Is. into the
show. In the case of the Star of the East
mine, £40,000 was paid to the Guiding Star,
who simply owned the lease and shepherded
it and sub-let to these respective companies.
I dealt last night with the cases of the
North Woah Hawp and Normanby companies, and showed that the Pearces have
been paid by the former company £:10,000 in
royalty, and £63,000 for crushing, of which
£40,000 is clear profit. \Ve have shown, I
believe conclusively, many of the evils in ('onnexion with the payment of royalty,
the shepherding of leases, the ventiln.tiOll of mines, and' the pendency of
applications for leases. The Minister of
Mines has adopted on that question an
attit.ude exactly opposite to that which
the law enjoins on bim. It is declared in
s~ction 46 of the Act that applications for
leases shall be refused or granted within
twelve months, but according to his ans\ver
the other day at least 100 applications have
been neither granted nor refused within
twelve months. Of what use is it to pass
laws if the Minister of Mines is going to
allow the~ to be inoperative? If it is the
intention of this Assembly that lease
applications should be either refused or
granted within twelve months, then the
Minister of Mines should carry out that intention. An inquiry would do much towards
ascertaining why the applications have not
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been granted or refused within the twelve
months stipulated by the Act. I think we
ha.ve made out a strong case, and given
many good reasons why an inquiry should
be granted. If the Minister of Mines had
afforded us the information that the honorable memLer fOI; Brunswick and myself demanded when we interviewed him and asked
to be allowed to see certain papers in COllnexion with the Department, he would have
shown at any rate that there was nothing to
hide, but we were met with exc:\,ctly the
opposite attitude on the part of the ~Iillister.
He sain, virtually, "As representatives of
the
peuple you will
get no infoI"
matioll
here
unless it concerns your
respective constituencies."
We
believe
that is
a wrong policy to adopt,
and that there must be something to hide in
the Mines Department" or el&e the honorable
gentleman would say, "Give every information to the representatives of the people;
every book and every document, except of a
secret character, should be open for inspection, so that honorable members call come to
the Department and gather full information
as to the extent of shepherding which exists
in Victoria, as to the number of leases which
have been pending for more than twelve
months, and as to how far royalty has
gripped the mining industry." We should
have been given that information, but as we
have not been given it, 1 have very much
pleasnre in seconding the amendment moved
by the honorable membrr for Ballarat West.
Mr. SMI'rH.-I do not intend to prolong
the discussion, but seeing the turn that
things have taken, I feel I am perfectly justified in making a few observations about certain specific matters, particularly affecting
the amendment. The honorable member for
Grenville read tbis afternoon in the hearing
of the House the statement made bv a
Church of England cler~yman at a grav~side
in Bendigo, where the reverend gentleman declared that the man over whose remains he
was holding the service had been brought to
an untimely end by the adverse conditions
prevailing in the mines where he had wurked.
But this is not the first time that observations of this character have been mnde uilder
similar conditions. I have heard them on.
numbers of ('lceasions at the gravesides of
men who, like this unfortunate miner, should
certainly have reached, Ulader better conditions, a far greater number of years.
When I consider the conditions that are supposed to be carried out with regard to ventilation as affecting the mining industry, I find
the law requires that air of the same quality as
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exists at the surface is brought right down to
where the men are working. I say that ill the
district of Bendigo, at any rate, the ail· supplied is far from being of that character, 80
far as its purity and quulltity a:·e concerned.
True it is that efforts have been made in
various places to remedy t he defects that
exist; and whilst in the main passl:lges ot the
mine8 there is a good flow of air, the whole
of the trouble is that at the points where the
unfortunate men are wo,king, the very places
where they require good a:r, we find the
stifling conditions to which the honorable
member for (jrenville has already referred.
The honorable mem ber also refer'red to the
fact that a certain questioll was put to the
Minister of 1\lines towards the close of last
session with regard to a specinc inventioll or
design in the shape of a machine or appara·
tus that was to prmluce a better condition of
things with regard to ventilation. Beillg interested ill this matter, I went to the 'Vest
Berry Consols mine somewhere about December "last for the purpose of inspecting this
device, so that I might be able to speak
from practical experience and knowledge as to
its effieacy or otherwise. The mine is
somewhere about. 450 feet. deep, and the
main level extends about 5,000 feet. There
are ramifications and workings of a very extensive character, and I found as I went
through that mine-and I put in five hours
underground there-that at every working
place "'e visited the air was as good as it was
possible for it to be-as good even as the surface air on that particular day, if not better.
It was absolutely cooler than on the surface.
A good deal of correspondence has taken
plac. between the .Mines Departmellt and
the gentleman who claims to have discovered
this idea. 1 have gOlle through the correspondence: and I find that this gentleman is
an applicant for the £1,000 bonus for an
improved system of ventilatinn. I am not
going to deal with that particular phase of
the question, but the whole contention of
the departmental officers with respect to this
particular man's idea was that it was not
novel. and that therefore it had no specifio
claims for consideration. Now, the newness
or the novelty of the idea does not weigh
with me, nor should it weigh with any honorable member. The only question that should
be taken into consideration is as to the
efficacy of the means adopted to secure the
end in view. I say unhesitatingly that so far
as my experience goes, and so far as the
powers of observation with which I am blest
lea.d me to believe, I have come to the cor.·
elusion that that mine-on the day I visited
Mr. Smith.
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it, at any rate, and I do not know that I
visited it on Olle of the best dn,ys-was ventilated in such a way that I would not fear
myself to become a miller working ill it,
so far as the atmosphf'ric conditions were
concerned. Just tbe other day [ went down
an extensive alluvial mine at Rutherglen for
the purpose of observing the conditions
of ventilation there. There were places in
that mine where the heat was very intense.
I saw one man digging away making an excavation ollly a few yards from the lllain
le"el--that is the main air-course- and he
was just lathered in perspiration. The heat
was undoubtedly stiflin~ ill the extreme, and
when 1 contrasted the conditions in the two
mines, knowing that the same opportunities
were offered to each of them to effect improvements, I wondered how it was that our
mining inspectors in the various districts
have been Se) blind to the iuterests gf the
miners that they have not taken into COllsideration the facts as we have observed
them, and brought them distinctly and deliberately under the notice of the Department,
with the view of having alterations
effected, snch as have been effected in the
West Berry Consols minco The gentleman
to w hom I refer is prepared, if the Government will bear the expense, which is said to
come to somewhere about £1, I 00, to undertake the ventilation of the deepest and the
most extensive quartz mines in the Bendigo
district.
'Ve have been nrging the
Minister of Mines to take up this
offer, and even if the money were
absolutely lo~t it would be satisfaction
to know that at any rate the Department
had endeavoured to find out some means
whereby better conditions could be got with
respect to ventilation. I find that out of all
the proposals that were made during the time
the Ventilation Board sat, there is not one
of them that has been recommended in any
shape or form by those who are responsible
for the present condition of atfairs as affeding the he~lth of the minf'rs. In my
opinion, therefore, there is some great lack
of responsibility, some great lack of action
displayed by some one in the l\Iines Department with regard to this matter, r:articularly
as affecting the Bendigo district, for I C011sider that there are to be found there places
wherein men are working to-day where no
one would ask a dog to live for six hours,
much less work for eight hours a day. I
saw a list some time ago of reports by the
inspector of ventilation in mines, and there
were no less than twenty-two mines on that
list in which the temperature ranged from
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82 degrees up to as high as 96 degrees. Then
I fonnd I had to do something to spur the

!'
J
"
\

(

l

i

Department intQ action with regard to some
<>f the more extreme cases mentioned in those
particular reports. I say it is not a fair
thing that a Member of Parliament should
have to chase around the officers of the Depa.rtment and ask f(,)r reports, and then see
tha.t they are acted upon. Surely if it is
found that mining managers are not carrying
out what the law dictates, it is the duty of
the officers of the Depar~ment to take
the
initiati vo in
order
to
secure
better conditiolls. I am not going to
(}ondemn the Mines Department as a whole,
becanse I believe that certain things have
been done by it that are a distinct advance
<>n many conditions that have prevailed in
times past. One thing of which I highly
.approve is the refusal of the Minister to ~rant
~xten8ive leases as announced a few months
ago, when he said that no lease should exceed
.500 yards in length. I am quitewith him there,
beoause I believe that under the circumstances and condit,ions of mining in Bendigo,
.at all events, 500 yards is sufficient for any
one company to work with any prospect of
success, considering the amotlnt of capital
they have at their command. But I see in
to-day's paper that there are three leases in
that particular district which are about to be
granted, and that one of them is 1,000 yards
in length, another 1,200 yards, and the third
2,000 yards. This is merely a newspaper report, and may be just as untrue as many
-other reports. I have not had time to
-see the
departmental
officers about
the matter, bu t I hope there is no
truth in the report, ~ecause it certainly
'Would be a conliderable back-down on the
part of the Minister from the attitude he
. took up a short time ago, when he declared
that it was his intention not to grant ~\. lease
fen a great91' distance than 500 yards along
any known line of reef. These lines of reef
are undoubtedly known, and they-are known
to extend even beyond the boundary lines
that are at present pegg-ed onto Then, again,
there is another question, namely, that of
tribute agreements.
The law says that
tribute agreements must exist; but f have
it fr,om officers of the Department themselves,
that they have been astounded to find, on
reading reports in the newspapers of halfyearly meetings of different mining companies, tha t the mines in some parts were
being worked by tribute. Now, I want to
know, if this be the case, how it is that
those mines, which have deliberately brokeu
thelawin this regard, have not been prosecuted.
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The Department is far too soft with the
mining fraternity and is always afraid, seemingly, to take any action, and whilst prosecution after prosecution will lie in many places
it lets the offenders off with a warning.
Those who break this law should be treated
just as any other set e'f law breakers, and
should be prosecllted. There is allother
question that I wish to deal with and that is
tha.t it ia very often known when the inspectors intend to visit certaiu mines. It may
be twenty-four hours or forty-eight hoUtR
ahead of their visit that the word goes
round, "Look out, the inspector is coming
to-day." That is not fair, because it gives
any mining manager who chooses to allow
things to be carried on in a slip-shod fashion
the opportunity of brushing them up and
making everything presentable, so tlmt the
iDspector will have to ma.ke a favorable
report, seeing that he will find things in good
order. This matter should be looked into,
because it gives the mining manager an
opportunity of brushing things up and hiding
many peccadilloes in regard to matters that
have to be strictly observed acoording
to the Act. With regard to the manner
in which the inspectors sometimes report, I may say that a little ,while
ago a gentleman in the district of Bendigo
made a report respecting a certain mine.
'fhe entry made in the manager's book was
- " WClrkings in fair order." Aud yet at
an inquest held on the body of a man killed
there about that time h~ declared that he
found things all wrong, that the system of
working was "roug, and that they were not
taking out the stope as they ought to take it
out. Great capital was made out of this
by those who were fighting in the intirests
of the company, seeiug the report that had
been placed in the manager's book. With
regard to leases generally, I do not in teud to·
,say anything at all. My frielld, the honorable member for Grenville, has covered the
whole gronnd, and, as far as I have been
able to follow him, I am satisfied that he has
made out a case for the carrying of the
amendment; because he has shown that, in
many instances, lax supervision has been
exercised, and that there has been neglect on
the part of the Department. I shall support
the amendment, because I am satisfied the Department wants waking up in
something like a very drastic fashion,
though I will admit that in some respects
the administration has been an improvement
on the past.
Mr. McLEOD.-I ha.ve refra.ined from
replying unW now, as I wi~hed all those who
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had compla:nts to make them, so that r
might deal with them all at the same time.
r understand that I have no rignt of reply
after once speakillg, unless you, Mr. Speaker,
will grant. me the privilege of replying to
any further complaints that may be made.
The SPEAKER.-I have no power. The
Hoase will deal with that.
Mr. MeLEOD.-'l'herc should be an opportunity of revlying to any further statements that may be made, but, as it appears
that no other member wishes to speak, 1
shall proceed to deal as briefly as possible
with the COlli plaints made in regard to my
Department. I must deal first with the
point raised by the honorable member for
Grenville, in regard to ,members being COllfined to getting information ouly in regard to
their own districts. Soon after I took charge
of the Department I found the practice creeping in of representations being made by sonie
members in regard to other districts than
that which the member himself represented.
Some mem bers were nlaking applications ft1r
districts outside their OWll.
Mr. HANNAH.-Do we not represent Victoria?
1\Ir. MeLEOD.-Do the whole of the
electors vote for the honorable member ~
I made inq Iliries, and found that the
practice existed ill the Departmellt that
a member was supposed to get information regarding hii:l own district alone, and
not interfere with the districts of other
honorable members, and, U 1l1ess there
was a special return asked for, that was
the rule and the code of honour observed
amongst members themselves.
r brong-ht.
the matter before the Cabinet, and 1 found
that it was the recognised rule, and hence I
gave instructions that it should be
adhered to.
I t is a fair thing that
applications for allY particular district
shoulrl be seut to the member representing
that district, and no member should have a
roving c.-,mmissioll to go all over the ~tate
and deal with matters outside his own constituency. rrhat has been the rule of the
Department all alollg, and therefore I made
no new rule, but simply directed that the existing rule shoulrl be enforced. ]11 regard to
the royalty q uestioll, I may say that I am not
gOillg to be drawn at this stage into a discussion of the principles that I intend to deal
with in the amending Bill. In regard to the
great flourish of trumpets as to what has
been dOlle by the Labour Party, I may say
that, ever since I took office, I have been endeavouring to obtain information 011 this
question. These very Sebastopol leases
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considered by me two 'years ago.
"Ve h'we found it almost impossible
to obt.ain reliable iuformation regarding
these agreements, and we fOllnd Ollr path
bestrewn with all sorts of dangers. and
especially that of getting into a legal position
tha~ lIIight involve the Department in very
serious cOllseq \lences. It i& all very well to
say that the Minister can do this and that,
but the :Millister has to administer the Act,
is bound by the terms of it, alld has to adhere
strictly to the law.
The law has recognised
tributing, sub-leaseR, and royalty, and
where 1 have had the opportunity of
dealing with those which were lIot
ill accordance with the law, I dealt with
them sharply and drastically.
"Vhen I
found I had not. the law behind me, r had to
be careful in view of serions lawsnit.s.
Mr. HUN'l'.-YOll could always demand a
copy of the tribute.
Mr..MeLEO D.-r will deal with that.
The honorable member for Grenville has
referred me to section 79 of the Act in regard to the question of tributing. That section provide8 that the Minibter may do ct'rtain things. and these things have to he clolle
under regulation. Did the honorable member mean to imply that all sorts and varieties
of Jeases can be issued, and tha.t the
Minister cnn call in a lease and issue
another with dift'eront provisiolls when he
chooses? The conditions of tho leases am
laid dowll by regulation passed by the
Governor in Council, and Ol1ee a lease
has been entered into it calLlOt becancelled and allother issued withcHl t the
consent of the lessee. The lease has to be
ta.ken as it stands, and the conditions have
to be carried into effect. As to the agreement read by the hOllorable member, I must.
say that it is an a.greement that no one could
defenu. Tt is indeed a monstrons agreement~
but one that ill regard to a number of point~
I was powerless to interfere with.
Mr. MeGRATH.-Why did you renew the
lease ~
Mr. MeLEOD·-Our Government did not.
What is tho position 1 'rhe question of the
right to. let, or rather the curtailing of the
right to let. leases on tribute came illto force
ill 1897. Before that time the leaseholders.
had a free hand to do what they liked.
Section 51 of Act No. 1514 providedIt shall not he lawful after the commencement of
this A.:t to assign, under let, or part with all or any
of the land demised under any milling lease, or to let.
a tribute in regard thereto, with •. ut the sanction
in writing of the ~1inister. Provided that nothing
in this section contained shall prevent any bonfi
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fide mortgage charge or encumbrance in the ordi-
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companies at aB. He urged that the inspectors should see that the tributers got the
copies of the tlibute agreement which the law
says they are to ha.ve. Surely the miners of
What does the same section provide? The
Australia are oot a pa.ck of babies, who have
first part of it legalizes all existing tributes
to be nursed and looked after. Are we to have
and contracts. The tendency has been not
the mining inspector .going round to every
to pass retrospective legislation. so as not to
tribute party to ascertain whether they have
render illegal any contracts ent~red into
under the provisions of the law. The exercised their rights. and wbether they have
got the agreements the law said they were enfirst part of the same section saystitled to? I fancy the miners wou Id repudiate
No contract made before the commencement of the idea that we should have domestic legislathis Act by any lessee under the Mines Act 1890
with a.ny person to work in Ot' UpOll, or in con- tion, or grandmotherly legislation, of that
nexion with the land demised as a tributer, or extreme kind.
upon the terms of retaining or being paid a porMr. PRENDERGAST.- What about the Pure
tion of the gold or nnnerais. or of the value of the I<ood Act, and the Act for Dairy Inspectiont
gold or minerals in lieu of wages shall. if such
Mr. McLEOD.-If laws were in existence
contract, or a true copy thereof verified by affidavit, has within fourteen days after the siguing or giving the Department power to do certain
execution of a.ny such contract by the lessee, and things, it would be right thell to blame the
before the commencement of this Act, beeu filed in Department; but when honorable members
the office 01 the mining registra.r of the mining dis- blame th'e Department and the Ministerfor not.
trict wherein the land demised is situate, be
deemed a breach of any covenant or condition in doing things which he's expressly debarred
a.ny 16&se under the Mines Act 1~90, notwithstand- by law from doing, or not empowered
ing the absence of any sanction to assign.
to do, and say that he should interHonorable members will notice that it is to fere with an agreement which the law
be registered, not in the office of the Mines had declared valid, then I think it is
Department, but in the office of the mining doing something which is utterly unreasonregistrar of the district. Consequently the able and beyond what is fair. So far as the
Mines Department was not seised with a royalty is concerned, as I have already
knowledge of them.
HOllorable members stated, it is one of the most difficult quesIn the first
will see clearly that this House, in paes- tions we have to deal with.
ing the law in 1897, compelled lessees to place) there are the agreements entered into>
obtain the permission of the Minister before under the sanction of the law. The honorthey sub-18t or assigned or let on tribute, able member for G renville says he would
save with respect to all existing rights; and cancel all these agreements and would
many ofthesecontracts which have been Spoken not call it confiscation or repudiation.
of aro contracts which were in existence at He does not emIl it that, t.hough other
We have to consider what
that time, and were duly registered accord- people may.
iugly. They had the sanction of the law, is right and fair, and when people enterand until Parliament decides upl)n the into a.n agreement under the law this
determination of existing contracts these House is always very careful how it
sanctions anything which would savour or
agreements are legal.
Mr. McGRATH.-I donot wish to interrupt, repudiation. Therefore) the question is one
but I would point out that a new agreement which has to be dealt with carefully and
hM been made by the ~orth V\' oah Hawp and cautiously. Wherever [ have been able to>
strike at the evils of this system I have struck
Pearce!.
Will that have to be registered?
Mr. McLEOD.-1f the honorable member effectively. Where I have been debarred by
will be kind enough to wait, I will deal 'with the law from doing anything, I have held my
thesemattersindueorder. For the first time we hand until amending legislation has been
brought uuder control in the Act, which was passed. But this is not the time to discuss
pi-ssed last year ground that was held under the question of whut amending legislation
consolidated miners' riehts, and required should be submitted. The matters t.o which
all contracts entered into by them in the honorable member for Grenville has
future to have the permission of the directed his attention are those which the
Minister before they obtained the force of honorable member thinks the Minister might
But the Minister is bound by law,
law.
Whil~ dealing with this section the do.
honorable memher talks about the agree· and can only go as far as the law allows.
ments but the provision which he quoted just him.
An HONORABLE MEMBER.-In some innow, namely, sub-section (3), deals really with
(}o-operative· miners' rights, and nat with stances he goes further.
nary wa.y of business. But in all cases one general
permi!:!sion to let a tribute is sufficient for the term
of twelve months.
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Mr. :\lcLEOD.-Possibly. Another question has been raised in cOllnexioll with t.his
subject. There was an att.empt to make
capital ont of the fact that we knew nothing
about consolidated miners' rights and the
powers granted under them. "Vho gave
these powers under the con-,olidated miners'
rights 1 The honorable member was pressing the claims of the Mining Board~ to
further power. 'When the law passed the
privilege of the miner's right it was intended
that the right was to bo perfectly free, and
that the individual was to be irreipollsible to
anybody, excepting so far as the conditions
Qf the law went. rrhere was no provision
for registering the holders of miners' rights
..at the Mines Department. As a llIatter offact,
tho rights are issued by the Treasury, and
we have no record of them, and it
was not intended that we should have
a record. The by-laws of tho . Mining
Boards allowed the 'miners to consolidate
their rights, and have allowed as many
as 100 miners' rights to be consolidated.
Ten miners' rights are allowed to be consolioated,and then ten of these consolidated rights
ha.ve been allowed to be consolidated again,
whichmeallsthat 100 mcn'sground can be held
'uuder consolidated rights, and thlls the leasing regulations have been evaded. That is a
matter that the Mines Department has no
control over, a matter we knew nothing about,
and a matter we have at present no means of
knowing anything about.
The Department
cannot be held responsible for not knowing
something that the law does not allow it to
kr£ow.
The first time the consolidated
rights were brought under the law as to
tributing was by the Act of last session.
With regard to the letter which the honorable member for Grenville read from a Mr.
Sullivan, I think, what are the facts in respect
to that 1 This abuse of miners' rights and of
by-laws, which have gone far beyond their
legitimate purpose, should be put an end to,
but the difficulty is ill the diverse provisiol1H
~f the by lawl:) of the different districts.
"Ve
have been pressing the Mining Boards to agree
UpOIl It set of consolidated by-laws for the
whole of the State. We have been two years
trying to get this done: and only the other
day wo got Homethillg like a Ilear approach
to it.
\Ve hold that there shonld be
Qno com,olida.ted set of by-lavl'-s, so that
if It Illan goes ftom OBe district into
another he will know that the by-IawlIl in the
main are the same in the Bew districts as in
the district which he has left. There are
-difficulties ill connexion with pegging out
(}laims, and other matters, and we have had
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great trouble ill inducing the Boards to
agree to any general system. Of COlll'Se, we
would still have a few speciaL by-laws
for special districts, for we know that
conditions exist in some dil:)tricts which are
pecll liar to those di::;tricts and require to 1)0
specially provided for. The bulk of the bylaws, however, ought to be consolidated, so
that there should be olle set of laws in lise.
For that reason we haye been pressing them
to agree, as far as possible, and as soon
as we have succeeded ill that respect we
intend to have a conference, and endeavour
to bring the whole of the Mining Boards
into line, so that there will he but one
set of by-laws for the whole State. This,
however, is not snch an easy matter as one
might imagine, and, considering that the
Mining Boards do not all meet Oll the same
date, it is rather a tedious process to get
them together. With regard to the question
of auriferous areas being takpn up for
residence, and the question with regard to the
Mining Boards wishing to have their control
in this respect restored to them, I ma.y re[uark that there was a good deal of difficulty
and unpleasantness at times on this sll!Jject.
I do not wish to say anything against
members of the Boards, but one thing that
struck me very forcibly in connexiorl with
this very question was the manner in which
accllsations of favoritism and of personal likes
and dislikes were bandied about by the applica.nts for the land against members of the
Board. Some remarkable cases were brought
Ul1d~l' my notice. Inone case, where there were
three allotments, one on each side was taken
up on the recommendation of the Board,
which recommended the refusal of the central
one because it was required for mining purposes. It was a 20-acre allotment, and was
said to be required for mining timber. 1
went to see the allotment, and I found that
on the whole 20 acres there was about
one load of scrubby firewood, and some
saplings about as high as the table. It was
stated that one of the members of the Board
who reported upon the application had
a personal quarrel of three years' standing with the applicant for the land. Accusations of this kind go rOllnd when people
living near each other are left to deal with
these matters, and I think it better that
they should be dealt with by an independent
officer like an inspector of the Department.
For that reason the branch \Vas
put under the inspectors. There have been
thousands of aeres of land that could be well
used for settlement, and Parliament has provided that land supposed to be allriferoul:)
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can be selected, and that certain allotments are any objections to the application or not.
can be taken up in such a manner as not to These applications are granted as a matter of
prevent mining operations being carried on. course acoording to the law.
Mr. MCGRATH. - When this lease was
"Ve have been endeavouring to buy private
land in order to settle people in their own renewed in 189:3, there were strong objechomes, and it is surely a farce that thousands tions, alld it was said that political influence
of acres in the vicinity of gold-fields should was brought to bear.
Mr. McLEOD.-lt is very strange that the
be held back on the mere captious objection
that they may prove auriferous, and when the people who opposed the matter at that statr,e
laud can be held without serious detriment were not sufficiently alive to their own into the miner, who is able to go in and prospect terests to follow it up in 1902.
upon it. Miners have been prevented from
:NIl'. MCGRA'l'H.-It \vas thought that the
making homes for themselves and families on Department would be on the watch.
Mr. McLEOD.-'l'here was no reason for
this plea. I know that attempts have been
made where land has been fenced to keep the Department to have any objection, and
the miner out, but when any case of ihat kind there was no knowledge of the tributing
is brought under the notice of the Depart- agreements which existed before, becausement it is dealt with promptly and effec- there was no necessity to let the Department
tively. 'I'here is as much human nature in know anything about them. The Act of
the men who take up land as iiI the miners. 1897 provided stringent conditions with re'I'hey wish to keep what they get without gard to tributing, but ill ninety-nine cases
int.erference, and are ready to ignore the out of a huudred the tributers contracted
conditions under which they obtain permis- themselves out of the terms of the Act, and
sive occupancy. I hold that in every case, entered into agreements which, being outsideas far as possible, the laud should be the Act, the Nlines Department could not, of
taken up and occupied by the people, course, recognise. They were outside the
with a reservation of all mining rights, Act, and did not require to be registered,
and with the right to miners to enter on the because the Supreme Court held that the·
land when it is required for mining purposes. manner ill which the agreements were drawn,
'1'he honorable member for Grenville referred up reNdered theni not tributes, but simply
to the lease of the Pearce Brothers. What private agreements, consequently a large numare the facts in that case when it is investi- ber of cases were not registered with the Degated? These brothers held two leases, and partment, and therefore the Department is not
they a130 made arra.ngements with some ad- in a position to know what was done or what
joining cla.im to purchase portion 0f a third the terms of the agreements were. I may
lease. They had no title for the third lease, say further, that when the tributing
except the mere agreement they entered into, provisions first came into existence very little
and, at any rate, this matter occurred before was' known about tributing and the inthe present Ministry came into office. In justices that could be perpetrated under it.
November, 1902, an application was made in It is only of late years that tributing has.
the ordinary way for a consolidation ()f the been shown to be a vehicle of oppression,.
three leases. rrhat application went through and that attention has been publicly drawn
in the ordinary way, and no objection of any to the matter. The Great Berry United has.
kind was taken.
been referred to. An application was made
Mr. McGRATH.-Did anyone know about for consolidation in that case, and the rule is
it ?
that, before consolidation can be granted, all
Mr. McLEOD.-Any one ean know who leases must be surrendered. Practically, all the
likes to look when an application for con- property must be handed back to the Crown.
~olidation comes on.
I believe that rule to be fair and legal.
Mr. McGRATH.-vVhere?
Whilst there is no lease in existence there is,.
Mr. MIJLEOD.-rrhis application came on of course, no rent; but the Mines Departin the ordinary way and went through after ment has always made it a condition that, betaking up about four months' time. If hon- fore a consolidated lease is granted, the person·
orable members would consider the num- receiving it must pay to the Commissioner an
ber of leases that go through the Mines amount equal to the ..ent which would ha.ve
Department in the ordinary routi.ne they been payable had the lease been in existence·
must admit that-unless the people interested without any break. There is no legal right
are on the watch when an application for to call on people to pay the rent until
consolidation is made-there is no possibility the consolidated lease is issued, but when 9of the Department knowing whether there . consolidated lease is granted the person.
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r('ceiving the lease has to pay all the arrears
which would have Leen owing had the old
leases not been surrendered. Whilst speaking on the leasing questioll the honoraLle
member for Grenville took exception to the
time that was occupied in dcn.ling with
many lease applic.ttiolls for privClte property.
If the honorable Ulem bel' had
nuythillg to do with getting consollts from
private OWllers, and lmving in some cases to
consult. mortgagees and owners who are ill
another country, he mi~ht be more considerate. Very often, and especially ill mining
districts, when a man buys land he has the
title handed to him, and he does not trouble
to ~et a transfer, and cases are known where
lund has passed through fonr or five hands
()ll the old title, and llono of the. purchasers
have had it transferred.
Five or six
years ago the ~Iines Department used to
nccept the owner or occupier of land ~s
the perS~lll with the right to give consent
to milling 011 the property. - Owiug to
a Supreme Court dccision it was seeu
that the Department might be involved
in serious lawsuits if the practice was COlltinned, all!l the question arose as to whether
the person in occupation was the owner at
all, and whether he had any right to give his
consent to millillg. CUllsequent,]y an alten\.tion was made to provide that the perRon who
is registered at the rl'itles O:,ice as tho bona
/ide owner of the land must be the person to
give consent to mining on any property which
it is dt'sired should be worked. 1 think
honorable members will agree that that is
fair and necessary, but owing to that provision numerous delays have been caused.
III Crown grants issued prior to 1884 gold
and other metals were not especially ex~mpted to the Crown, but in grants issued
subsequent to that dato these were specially
reserved.
Consequently, a persoll who
took up land prior to 1884 has a right to
compensat ion
not
only
for
surface
damage, but for conseqnential damages
and for severance.
Prior to 1884 most
of the rich agricultural areas had been sold,
and this has added greatly to the difficulties
of any person taking up a lease for alluvial
workillgs, as the most of our great leads
are underlying the rich \'olcanic areas.
The law provides that the warden shall
assess compensation if reg nired to do so,
und that tha.t compe~ation has to be paid
befgre a miner enters on the land. It would
be a very difficult matter to assess compensation sometimes, because in most cases in
alluvial areas it is not known where the
gutter will go, and consequently it is assnmed
Mr. McLeod.
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that the whole area will be affected. Therefore, in tnost cases, the lease n]!>plicant offers
the owner a royalty on the gold obtained
under his land as compensation, and thus
the land-holder becomes a co-ad venturer with
the person who mines on his land, and agrees
to accept a certain percentage of the gold
taken from the land as compensation.
This
saves the applicant for the mining lease having to pay down a large sum before entering
the land for which be might get nothing,
and the land-holder who may have his
land injured seriously has no remedy because
he has been a co-adventurer with the miner,
as if no gold is found he does not receive
any money. The Great Berry United bad a
gr(;!at lifficulty in negotiating an agreement
on account of the mortgagees of the land
being away from the country altogether.
No good purpose would be served by forfeitiug the application, because if that wero
done a large amOllnt of work that had been
performed would have been rendered ~alue
less. As SOOH as the difficulty was removed,
negotiations were completed. all outstanding
ren ts were paid, and the lease was issued.
An honorable member referred to a reply
of mine about I (10 lease applicatiolls pending,
and said that they should be forfeited, and
t.hat I was not carrying out the law. The
leases were not actually forfeited, but at the
end of twelve months fresh applications
would have to be made in compliance with
the law. vVe did not put them to the expense
of surveying again. or of going through all the
preliminary expenses. The applicants have to
startafresh at the commencement of the twelve
months. The number of leases pending now
is mainly owing to the difficulty in getting
consents from the owners of privateprorerties.
I know one case myself where a lease took,
after all legitimate means were used to
expedite it, three and a half years before
the consents were all obtained in proper
form.
A nnmber of these other applications are not on private property.
I
have not seen the Hansanl report which was
read last night that these were private property applications, but they are not all on private property. There are anumberofdredging
applications amongst them, and that is where
another delay crops up. An application is
made fora dredging lease, objections are lodged
against it, but one does llOt want to refuse it,
as men may have gone to a lot of expense
in SUl'vfying a.nd in other ways, until it is
seen whether there are any legitimate objections to it, so the lease is held pending. 1n
many of these cases a number of applications
are held over pending the operation of one or
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two leases which ha"e been granted. In
several districts one or two dredging leases
have been granted to see if they are going
to do the damage that is predicted. If
they do not, opposition is withdrawn,
because the people who object see that t.he
damage they thought was going to be done
is very much exaggarated. With reference to
the decision that I gave regarding the areas
of leases at Bendigo, honorable members
mave gone a good deal further than I did.
I said that in all known areas of ascertained
lines of reef, where the Geological branch
thought the rul~ should be enforced, I would
not grant more than 500 y~rds along the
line of reef; bnt that every lease would be deal t
wHh on its merits. '1'he Geological branch
knows better than any body else exactly what
the reefs are there, but to apply this rule
throughout
the State or
even
in
Bendigo ill a hard-and-fast mallucr would
For inlStanci, there are
be absurd.
several gold-fields where we know there
are breaks in the lodes. and where. for perhaps half-a-mile. nothing at all has been
Perhaps there mlty be a break
found.
of a quarter, or half, or three-qnarters
of a mile. In those instances it would be
absurd to apply a rule of that sort. rrhe
rules have to be applied with COlllt:10n sense.
Bendigo is the best surveyed gold· field we
have, and the Geological branch is pretty \VeIl
posted as to the circumstances of all the
principal gold-fields, and the particulars as to
tbe lines of reef. The application is referred
to that branch as to whether the length of reef
applied for should be granted. I thought it
was extremely good to attack rne on the
Betha.nga case. If there is one case more than
another in ""hich I have had a ha,rd fight for
the men, and have stuck to it persistently uphill nnd down-hill. it has been the Bethanga
ca.se. I notice that accuracy has not been a
very strong feature in the remarks that have
been made on this matter. 1 t was said that
6 miles of country were locked up there,
but I found, on inquiry of the t\urvey brallch
to-liay, that the actual length is I i miles.
Mr. PRl;:NDEHGASl'.-The length along the
line of reef.
Mr. McLEUD.-It covets two lines of reef.
What are the facts ~ The Bethanga Goldfields Company spellt a large sum of money
in endeavourJI,'lg to deal with refractllry
ores, one of the most ditlicult propositions
in the State.
No doubt they had a
lot to learn, and many mistakes were
made. Eventually the company ctlme to
grief, and the Engli&h people would find no
more money to go on with the vehture. 'fhe
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Miners' Association waited on me nnd pointed
out that the company wa.s stopping operations
and that the men cOllld not get their illolley.
At the same time application was made to me
for the sllspensioll of the la bour covenants, as
an attempt, was being made to raise the required amount in London. I replied" I will
not recognise any suspension or allow any
dealings with the lease until the men are
paid." The amount of money owing
to the U1en was said to be about
£ 1,300, and repeated attempts were
made to induce me to give the company time.
I twice gave them a period of seveu days as
they showed me cablegrams from home to the
effect that the money was being found, and
would be payable in a certain time. As the
Premier knows, !:Some of the principal mining
men connected with the lease in London
waited eventually on the Agent-General and
pointed out that the forfeiture of the lease, in
the circumlitances, would be a very great
blow to Victorian mining on t he London
market, that the treatment of refractory ores.
was a most difficult proposition, tha.t a.
large amount of money had been spent
useless]y, and that the difficulty Wll.!>
to get money
raised to deal with
the proposition on a. scientific basis. I refused point-blank to depart frIDl1l the attitude
I had previously taken up. 1 refused
steadily throughout to allow any suspension
or any dealings wi th the lease, unt.il eventually it went into the Court in liquidll.tion.
'¥hen a claim goes into the Court ill
liquidation the conduct of the whole proceedings is in the hal1ds of the Supreme
Court, which appoints a liquidat,OJ" These
people have, I think, borrowed about £10,000
or £20,000-1 do not remember which
amount - ft'om debenture-holders, and according to the law as it then stood, this
being a company registered in Ellgland, the
debenture-holders were the holders of the
whole of the property under the tel'ms of the
debenture. The result was that all action
was initiated here to compel the debentureholders to come in and join iu the liquidation
and appoiut a liquidator i"l Victoria. After
several months' delay the debenture-holders
ca.me in and joined ill ·the liquidation. A
time was then fixed by the Court to sell the
property. It wns advcrtifed for sale. In
the meantimc we urged the liquidator
every month to hurry the matter up
and
to pay the men.
The Court
fixed a day for the sale-l think it
was 01Rt l\larch, but no tenders came in at
all. With regard to f01 feitnre, I<>t me say
that my hope was that, if the plant was kept
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together, an attempt would be made to refloat the company as a going concern, so that
benefit could be derived from the large expenditure of money in the past, and that the
ppople who had been connected with it in
London would make an effort to save themseh'e~ and raise enough money for the purpo~e, because the ~tate of Victoria would
benefit by the succe~sfnl treatment of refractory ores. I fplt that it would fJracticallyadd
a llew gold-field to Victoria if a proper ami
eeollomic mode of treatment of this problem
was foulld. Instead of that, they let the thing
go by the board, heing apparently disgusted
by the whole proceedings.
A mouth was
spellt III negotiations to get a purchaser, and
eventually, about the end of )lay, it appears
that the concern was sold privately. Early
in JUlie the pnrchasers waited on me and told
me thn.t they had purchased the lease,
ann that t hey wan ted a suspension of the
labour covenallts to get ready to start again.
I asked, "Oil what terms have you
purchased 1" and they replied, ,. So much
money down, so much in three months, so
Ililleh ill six months, alld so mnch in nine
months."
I a!'kcd, "How milch have
you
paid
down ~"
and
they said
very rightly that that was their lHlsiness.
I
then inquired,
" Will the
amollnt you are paying down come to t: 1,300
or £1.400?" 'rhey said, "Nothing lIke it."
" Very well," 1 said; " the liq llidator knows
perfectly well that I have refused to allow
any dealings with the lease until the men's
wag-t's are paid, and unless you put down
enough money t() pay the men's wages 1 will
give you no sllspellsion. find I will allow no
tramifer of the lease." They went away and
-callie back to me SOOIl afterwards, saying they
had agreed th~t they would paydown the money
ill cash instead of waiting for the eight months.
I replied, "Very well; when you have paid
the men, and bring me satisfactory evidence
of t he fact, I will consider a suspension, but
not before." 'rhe liquidator was then IIp
·country, but they brought him to me a few
days afterwards.
He said be would have
very great difficulty in paying the men at
Ollce, because some had ~one to other ~tates
.and were very hard to find, while others
had given orders on storekeepers. In fact,
he made so many difficulties auout it
that I said-aud this is how the mistake arose that appeared in the press
that the money had been lodged with
me-" If you want to expetlite matters
and cannot see Jour way to pay the men,
give me a list of the contributories as settled
by the Court, give us the money to pay the
~Ur.
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men, and we will take charge of it and pay
them.
If yon do that 1 will not block
the compa.ny any longer from getting a.
sllspension. I do not want to do anything to
prevent the company from sta.rting, but 1 am
not going to depart from the condition I hase
laid down, that the money must be paid
to the men before I allow any suspension."
Eventually I gave them fourteen day!:,' Sl\~
pension to enable the men to be paid. At
the end of that period, they told me they
had paid ninety-six out of one hundred and
thirteen men, and I gave them another fortnight to enable them to pay the remaillOel'.
I said to them, "Come back at; the end of
that time and let me know how many yon
have failed to pay, and why you ha~e "not
paid them, atld we will see what a.rrangements we call make about those cases to
place the money in such a way that those
who are still unpa.id can get it." Had I not
taken the firm stand 1 did and insisted on
the mOtley being paid down, stopping every
move either to transfer or protect the lease,
the men would not have been paid under the
conditions of sale for eight or nine months
longer.
Sir ALEXANDER PEACOCK.-I met the purchaser in the train the other day, and he told
me that you were remarkably hard in the
conditions you imposed.
Mr. McLEOD.-l adhered firmly to the
attitude I took up from the first. The result
is that nearly all the men are paid, and I
trust that. before very long we shall see the
mine working again. The present holders are
selling off the unnecessary plant., and retaining only what they want to work t.he mille.
They intend to make an endeavour to
ca.rrY 011 the work.
Another incorrect
statement was
made
that no
lease
rents have been paid in the meantime; but, as a matter of fact, the lease
rents are all paid up, and the State has lost
nothing in tha.t cOllnexion. The question of
the ventilation of the Star of the East mine
has been raised. I do not desire to enter into
personal matters, but, at the same time, as it
has be ell raised, r must deal with it. I do
not want to go outside of the inspector's report in the matter. The circumstances
briefly are these :-In the Balhtmt Courier,
of 13th February, the honorable member for
Grenville is reported as follows : Recently he went below at the Star of the East
mine aud found men working in a temperature of
over 100 degrees. Practically no attempt ha.d
been made at ventila.tion.

That statement was sent off immediately to
the Inspector of Mines for the district for a
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report as to . its accuracy. Whenever a
statement of that sort is made it is inquired
into at ouce, because in the grea' majority
of cases we are Indebted to newspaper paragraphs for the opportunity of following up
abuses of this kind. Mr. Fitches' reply was
submitted to the press exactly as we got it.
When the newspaper report was sent to him
it was indor:sed as follows : Will Mr. Fitches please report as to the a.ccuracy or otherwise of the statement in the underlined portion hereof?

His reply wasThe statement in question is absolutely untrue.
A report of the exact conditions is here appended.

Accompanying that is the inspector's report,
which is what was handed to the press. It
gins the temperature of the air in different
portions of the mine, in several places, as 85
degrees, and in one as 88 degrees.
~1r. BAILES.-What depths?
Mr. McLEOD.-These are the temperatures at the different levels. There are two
at the 2,200 feet level, one of them in the
main drive. The inspector addsAnother test was made in the west stopes 12 feet
above the level of the main drive, where ten
machine holes were fired twenty minutes previously.
Two men working here with machines: temperature 88.

As to the next test, he saysThis test W&S m.a.de at the head of the rise that
connects the 2,200 and 2,260 feet levels, and within
60 feet of Nos. 1, 2, I!I.nd 3 tests. Two shovellers
and two truckers are employed at this level. Tempera.ture 85.

The inspector addsA rise is in course of construction to connect the
2,200 and 2,ooO-feet levels, and is up 20 feet. The
temperature of the country rock is 1O~ degrees,
and everything is being done by the mine mana.ger
(Mr. Proctor) to reduce the temperature to a
worka.ble condition.

Mr. ANSTEY.-Is t hat all of it 1
Mr. McLEOD.-I want first to explain
clearly that the temperature of the country
rock is taken by boring a hole in the rock,
putting the thermometer in the hole, and
sealing it up for three or four days. The
report saysEverything is being done by the mine manager
(Mr. Proctor) to reduce the temperature to a
workable condition; 14-in. air-pipes are used
to convey the air from the blowers down to the
1,200-feet level. From thence 12-in. pipes are
used to the face of the main drive with 8-in.
branches to the stopes.

Now, it appe~l.fs that the honorable member
for Grenville called and saw the Secretary for
MiIles, and saw this report, and he said that
this report justified the remarks he had made.
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It was then explained to him that the heat of
the country rock waR not the heat of the
air was pumped into the drive toreduce the heat.
Mr. ANSTEy.-The drive was all right, but
what about the rise?
Mr. McLEOD.-The temperature in theriacis also given. To make sure that there \\ as
llO mistake about it, the secretary sent this
report round to thE: inspector in order to see
that the temperature of the rise had been
taken.
Mr. ANSTEY.- What was the temperature·
in the rise?
Mr. McLEOD.-It was 85 degrees ill therise. I have already rend that part of theinspector's report. That is all I knew of thematter until I saw a paragraph in the papergiving the statement of the honorable member
for Grenville"
Owing to the conVerRatioll
with that honorable member, the Secreta.ry
for Mines forwarded the following inquiries.
to the I nspect.or of Mines : drive~that

Ask the Inspector of Mines if he took the
tempera.ture of the air in the rise above referre(l
to between the 2,200 and 2,OOO-feet levels, and
if so, with wha.t result. Also to report as to the
allegations contained in the accompanying letterof "One who has Suffered," and indicated by the
numbers I, 2, and 3; also to report if men
are working in the rise off the 1, 100-feet level~
and under what conditiolls as regards air.

Mr. ANSTEY.- Have you finished reading
the other report?
Mr. McLEOD.-Not quite. What is the
hurry?
Mr. ANs'l'l~Y.-That is all right.
:Mr. McLEOD.-Notwithstanding the fact;.
that the honorable member for Grenville had
seen the inspector's report that the temperA-ture did not exceed 88 degrees, and that it.
was explained tQ him on 27th February that
the temperature of the country rock wa~ not.
the temperature of the drive, yet, according
to the Stawell Tl"rnes of the 2nd March, th&
honorable member for Grenville stated:The Minister had branded him as a common
liar because of a statement made by him that the·
temperature in some parts of the Star of the
East mine was over 100 degrees.

I !!limply gave the press the exact words of
the inspector's report. They copied it forthemselves.
By tha.t sta.tement Mr. McLeod had shown himself more than a.n ordinary lia.r, for he had wilfnlly·
suppressed part of the inspector's report, that in
the rise from the 2,200-feet level in the mine'
where men were at work the temperature was 105degreeI'.

The honorable member made this statement,.
although he knew at the time that this was.
the temperature of the country rock.

Th~
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Mr. McGRATH.-The statement I made at
was that the temperature of the
country rock was 10.1 degrees.
Mr. McLEOD.-'rhen the llewspaper report is ineorrect. I say tha~ these matters
arc-Mr. ANs'l'EY.-I think, Mr. Speaker, I am
entitled to ask that the whole of the inspector's report should be read by the Clerk.
The SPEAKER.-The Minister of Mines
is using the report as he thinks fit. As we
shall rise for refreshmellts in a few minutes,
the honorable member will, llO doubt, have
an opportunity then of looking at the report.
Mr. McLEOD.-The honorable member
can see the report, and I challenge him to
show that I have put anything into it or
left anything out. I think his remarks are
contemptible. I am giving the exact words
of the report. More than that, I find that
n letter W/1S sent to the honorable member
for Grenville by the Department, in which it
was stll.ted~tawell

As was pointed out, the temperature of the
country rock was lIot the tt'll1perature of the
mine.

That is in the letter sent to the honorable
member by the Mines Department.
Mr. 1\IcG HATH.-Yes, about a fortnight
afterwluds.
Mr. McLEOD.-I have no wish to dwell
on this lllatter, or to handy accusations of
untruthfulness, notwithstanding the slanderolls statement.s about me in the matter.
I challenge the hOIlGral,le member or any Olle
elso to show th~l.t I havc misrepresented a
:single fllct.
~I r. ::\IcGRAl'H-I say yon misrepresented
. the ilJspector's reply.
Mr. MUHHAY.-The HOllse knows on which
side the misrepresentation is.
1\1 r. MCUltATII. - And the country does,
too.
Mr. McLEOD.-The honorable member
for Grenville sta.ted that men are working at
n temperaLure of over 100 degrees, and that
no effort wa.s made to reduce th,e temperatil reo The inspector, however, shows that
nttempts are bcing made-and successfully,
too-to reduce the temperature.
l\t r. MCGHATII.-It has taken three months
to put lip a rise 20 feet. Is that much of an
nttempt?
'lr. McLEOD.-The honorable member
nll'lItioned something about a Pitfiild lease.
I did Bot catch the name. V{as it Evans?
~fr. ~lcGHATH.-I did not give the name,
uut I think the lessee was Mr. Commons.
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Mr. McLEOD.-I am glad the honorable
mem bel' mentioned tha t case, because it
shows how easily false conclusions may be
arrived at. That lease was formerly held by
a man named Evans. The Department
threatened to forfeit it because he had not
taken ont the lease and sij!ned it. In the
meantime Evans came to Melbourne and said
he had never received the letter sent to him
by the Department-that it had beeu su ppressed. He accused some parties connected
with jumping the claim, as he put it, of
having suppressed the letter.
Mr. McGRATH.-That is not the same
case.
Mr. McLEOD.-That is the only case I
knowof.
Mr. McGRATH.-The lease I refer to was
forfeited about three weeks ago, and the forfeiture wau published in the Governmellt
Gazette.
Mr. McLEOD.-In the particular case I
referred to the papers were held over
by the Department in order that inquiries
might be made from the Postma~ter General
as to the alleged loss of the letter. As
for the matter of the men's wages in the
Britatlnia Company which the nOllorable
member referred to, I ha.ve no knowledge of
it, and it ,vas never brought before me, unless, perhaps, he alludes t~ a case which was
reported iu one of the Ballarat papers, detailing an affectillg interview that the
honorable member for Grenville had with
myself in regard to some company in connexion with which wages were in arrears. I
may say, however, that the first intimation I
had of that interview was when I saw it in
the newspaper, as no such interview with
me took place. I knew nothillg whatever
with regard to that case. At the same time,
if there is anything which it is in the power
of the Department to do, and if facts are
placed before the Department, I will take
every means within my power to insure the
payment of wages. It must be remembered,
however, that when a company goes into
liquidation the matter is taken ont of the
hands of the Department, and C0mes nnder
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, and
the payment of the men's wages has to be
dealt ,vith in accordance with the law. In
regard to the question of ventilation to
which the honorable member for Bendigo
West has referred, and his reference to
the installaticm of the Hoot's blower, I
may say that I do not look upon the
Root's blower as at all a new matter.
It is an old system which has been
installed
in many mines with great

The Governor's Speech:

[II J.ULY, 1906.]

success. I'tlOld, however, that if any additional ventilation is required it is the dut.y
of the inspectors to insist on that being
carried out if they consider it necessary. I
called for a special report 011 the ventilation
of the Bendigo mines, owing to some remarks
which I saw iu the Bendigo Independent about
t.hree or four weeks ago. I may 8ay that on
the passing of the new Act, or as SOOIl as it
came into force, I directed that special instructions should be sent to all inspectors of
mines. directing their attention to the new
vrovisions of the Act as regards ventilation
and sanitation, and other requirements laid
down for the safetv of the miner. Trhe inRpectors of mines ;ere instructed to put the
provisions of the Act rigorously into force,
find to report any breaches to the Depa.rtment. Therefore all that was possible in
regard to ventilation has been done. W h~n
ever inspectors have reported, if they have
made any recommendations, those recommendations have been promptly enforced.
'1'0 further show that the matter has not
escaped attention, I may say that I have had
the pleasure of being in communication with
Dr. Summons, who is making special inquiry
<Hl behalf of the Ed ward 'iVilson trustees
illto the miller:s disease and the question
of ventilation, and he has promised me
that a5 soon as he has completed investigations he will give me, with the C011sent of the trustees-which consent I am
sure wi1l not be withheld-the benefit of
the knowledge he has acquired, and the notes
he has made, and will fully inform the Department of his views. I do not see tbat any
more can be done by the Department ill this
matter, because the inspectors are told to
take note of all cases, and to report any contravention of the Aot, and, HS 1 bave already
said, whatever recommendatIOns they have
made have been fnlly attended to
With
l'egard to the case meutioned by the honorahle member for Bendigo West with
reference to the report which was sen t in by
an inspector of mines that was challenged in
the Law Courts, I may state that that inl-ipector has been transferred from the district
ill which he then was to another district, as a
punishment and as a warning to be very particular in his reports in future, alld in the
entries he made in the mallager's hooks,
which are supposed to constitute evidence.
With regard to the question of mining generally, I was very pleased to find that even
the honorable member for. Grenville was
obliged to admit that somethill~ had been
done to improve the conditions of mining.
He admitted that vigorous action had been
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taken with regal'd to forfeiture of leasesthat is in cases where the Department had
the law behind it, and where we were able to
do something without being brollght up.
for breaeh in connexion with the covenants of
leases. I would point out that the eovenants
of leases are equally binding OIl the Government as they are on the mell who are
supposed to carry them out. Now, J wish
to ask, in whose interests have these steps
been taken? Have they not been in the
interests of the working miner-to secure his
wages and to protect his interests in every
way possible ~ The Department has en·
deavoured to hold the balance fairly and
justly between both parties, and has always
had regard to the interest of the miner.
Then we come to the question of sanitation.
I would say that one of the most disheartening things in public life is want of recognition
of the great amount of ,... ork which public
men perform, and the great altemtiolls of
the law which were made for the purpose of
securing the safety and health of the miner
and improving the conditions under which he
has to work. Nothing at all is heard of our
work in this respect, and we only find some
members continuing to harp and harp upon
something else which, for all we know, is quite
unattainable in the present state of things.
Ev~rything possible has been done, and I
have already intimated publicly, and the Government have done S0 in the Governor's
ilpeech, that what defects we have found, and
whatever is nece~sary to enable us to grapple
with a number of evils, we are going to pr@vide for in t he amending Bill to come before
the HOllse. Th8se things cannot be done in
a day. One has to administer the law, and
find out its defects, before further action C)ln
be determined 01;1. In the last amending
Bill the questions of ventilation and sanitation were dealt with, and we have made experiments with water drills and sprays, and
we have dealt with tributing and sub-leases as
effectively as the law enables m; to do. vVhere
the law is defective we will a8k the House to
amend it.
\,'hy should anyone attempt to
make ont that nothing has been done 1 We
have gone as far as the law would H.llow us
to go. 1n regard to the quest.ion of ventilation, who is better qualified to speak on the
improvements made than the miners themselves? I shall read to the House an extract
from the last report (i)f the Amalgamated
Miners Association : This question, which so largely affects the interests and lives of the miners, is receiving a considerable amount of attention at the hands of the
Mines Department, with beneficial results. The
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Honorable the Minister of ~lines is pursuing a
vigorous administmtive policy in the shape of compelling the necessary conuexion of one mine with
another, sinking ot winzes, and the lise of jets
llnd sprays for the snppression of dust. He is also
having trials made of the LeYllel' water rock-boring
drill. whose principal recommendation is the la.ying
of all dust from boring operatiom. The trial, so
far, ha.s pl'Ovetl very effective, an(l there is no doubt
ahout performing what is claimed of it by its in,"entors. The only doubt is, whether it will a,CC01l1plish the same amount of boring in a given timc as
the other drills in nse. Time and experience in the
nse of it will. I trust, ,mabie all that is required
of it bpillg a.ccomplished, and then one great
hconrge will be removed from the miner. The.\I inistel' of :\Iines is entitled to the best thank.;; of the
commonity (particularly the working miner) for the
attention this great question is receiving at his
hands. Ure,tt improvements have certainly been
made during the pa,st year. Constant attention,
however, on this question is required on the part
of the officers of the Department, there being
plenty of room for improvement.

:;\1r. MCGRATH. - Read what they said
about your Bethanga act.
Mr. McLEOD.-W-hat I have read shows
that those who have to earn their living
by workillg ill the mines recognise the efforts
of the Departmellt to improve their condit
tion. Apart from what the Miners Associa.tion thiuks, and they ought to he competent
judges, an inspector of mines of "Vestern
Australia, who wa.s here early this year, and
went through all the Bendigo mines, paying
special attention to the q nestion of ventilation, states, in au intorview ,vit.l! one of the
Melbourlle papers:Mr. 'V. F. Greellard, an inspectnl' of mines of
\Vestern Australia, who spent some time recently
making investigations in cOllllexion with the Bendigo mines, made a statement to the Argus representative, which was reproduced as follows :-" In
this important mILttcr (i.e., ventilation), he COllsiders the Mines Department of Victoria is doing
wonderfully good work by nrgillg the adoption,
through its inspectors, of the system of undergrouncl connexions in all deep mines. In the l.'\ew
0hum Hail way mine, a.t 4,000 feet, though the temperature was necessarily high, the air passed
through the workings in a stea.dy stream, antl this
without the aid of compressors.

:-;0 that we have not only the evidence of the
miners, but the opinioll of a qualified experta visitor who had nothing to gain hy flattering
the Department, and who made this statement which I have read. not to the Department, but to a public journal. No matter
how eft'ecti \'0 I he system of ventilation may
be, there will al ways be difficulties in wiuzes
and rises, and in long drives we know how
difficult it is to keep up a supply of fresh air.
)1r. SMITH.-The l'iq uires system overcomes thn,t.
Mr. l\fcLEOD.-Nn, it does not. Mr.
Squires has a grievance
When the Govern-
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ment of the day offered a rewa"rtl of £ I ,000
for the best system of ventilation, 1 believe
this gentleman wrote to the Board appointed
to dea.l with the matter, but did not give
evidence until the Board had closed -its
labours. He then gave evidence, and submitted a scheme that the Board considered.
was an old one ill use in many mines.
Mr. :;\lcGRA'J'H.-But the Board embodied
IJis ideas.
Mr. McLEOD.-So Mr. Squires says,
but
his system
was said
to
be
at the time in nse in several of the
coal mines in New South Wales.
He
has a grievance, and has sought to claim
the £1,000 reward.
He preferred the
claim to me, and wanted another Board
appointed, but I saw no reaHon for appointing a Board. I say 1IOW, as I said to
the gentlemen from Bendigo whn waited on
me, that if the inspectors think it necessary
to instal some system-if they report to the
Department what is necessary-their reports
will be carried ont, if possible. It is
admitted that in most of the Bendigo
mines the ventilation is very good,
but there are exceptional case:;.
I have
just received Mr. Abraham's special report.
I think it is very unfair for any member
of the House to attack a body of men
like the inspectors, and accuse them of
working in the interests of the mine-owners.
I have found that the inspectors have given
fair reports, and have in almost every case
leaned strongly to the working miner. They
have done everything they could, and whatever t hey have reoommended has been carried
out.
Mr. SmTH.-Nobody said otherwise.
Mr. McLEOD.-The honorable member
must have been out of the chamber when the
remarks to which I refer were made. Mr.
A braham says : I am pleased to state that a number of our
mines that were in a bad state for ventilation
are now well ventilated by connecting one with
the other.
The downcast mine gets the best
of the ventilation. It is no use talking
about putting down 16-in. pipes in the ladder
road compartment in Bendigo. I don't say they
are all too small for it, but all that is required here
is to carry down winzes with the shafts, and connect one mine with 1(he other where possible.
Through the peculiarity of the reef formatio~l in
Bendigo, the ground cannot be cut up too much.
[t is then proving the ground and providing vent,ila.tion at the same time. At times there is no
doubt in cases of advanced work a fan or a. sma.ll
Root's blower could be erected at the plat, a.nd
worked with a small engine driven with eompressed air to assist the ventilation until the connexion is completed. This was done at the Golden
Pike Company's mine some time hack with splendicf
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results. I am plea.sed to state that ventilation is
now very much improved. Jets and sprays are
now being used with good result, and pans provided for sanita.ry purposes.

I do not say that the ventilation is perfect,
and that every mine is perfectly ventilated,
but that we are doing everything we can.
A mine may be well ventilated this week,
and may be badly ventilated next week in
consequence of the works being extended.
If the inspectors think it necessary that a
8m~n Root's blower should be put down, and
that a small fan should be built. it is their
duty to recommeud it, and the recommendation will reeeive due consideration. Before
I conclude I wish to refer again to a personal
matter which was referred to f~r the ~ecolld
time iil this Honse. and that is the
question as to whether I was a director
of the Victorian Cornish Mine or not.
That question was referred to in thil'l
<lhamber about twelve or eighteen mOlahs
ago by the honorable member for Brunswick,
and I then stated what were the actual fllcts.
In 1898, before I was a member of the House,
a number of us interested in the mines in
Daylesford AAW that unless we did something
to prevent the removal of the m8chinery from
the district the whole of the mines would be
stopped, and perhaps never opened again in
{)ur time. There was about three-quarters
{)f a mile of country filled with water. \Ve
agreed to form a syndicate, and the assistance
{)f several olltside gentlemen was added. We
bought the machiuerya:nd leases. I was at the
time the chairman of directors of a co~npany
which had spent £16,000 without getting any·
thing in return. The Government of the day
{)fi'ered us an advance uuder the Mines
Development Act of £3,000 to enable us to
sink deeper to prove the second formation.
Owing to the stoppage of the North Corn i.-ih
Mine we were fl00ded and compelled to
.abandon operations. We bought the min8s
and the machinery and formed the whole
into one company. We endeavoured twice
to float it locally, but withont sllccess. One
.gentleman, well known in mining circles, who
ha.d made a lot of money out of the mines, said
when I asked him to join us "Do you want
me to blly into Hobson's Bay?" referring, of'
-conrse, to the flooded state of the mines. We
-determined to get English capital •. and before
we placed it on the English market a compact was entered into by which we deter·
mined that two of us should represent
the Victorian shareholders in that corn·
pa.ny. The result was that certain documents were entered into that bound me,
.and the whole of the properly was vested
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purely and simply in my name to enable me
to deal with the matter directly. In return Mr. David Mitchell and I agreed that
we would for a certain number of years
represent the Victorian shareholders in the
company. The agreement was that the two
of us should act as the local Board of Ad vice,
without having any control over the general
management, which was ill London, but
having supervision over the mines here.
That is the exact position I took, and I have
yet to learn that any man is called upon
when he enters Parliament or becomes a
Minister to sacrifice all his private interests.
Was I called upon to sacrifice all my private
interests, and throw aside a document that
had been signed and sealed four years before
I entered the House? I have religiously
avoided touching anything ill mining sillce
I became Minister of Mines, and I have lost
a good many thousands of pounds through it.
Notwithstandingall the asserti6ns made ~~bout
me, I am not going to come down to the level
of those who have adopted a Billingsgate
style of attacking me outside. That attitude
. would be lowering to the dignity of the man,
the Minister, and the Honse. All these
statements about my being connected with
London syndicates are pure fabrications. I do
not hold allY interests ill Daylesford except
those I entered into before I became a member of the House.
Mr. ELMSLIR.-Some of the gutter snipes
must have been talking.
Mr. McLEOD.-Outside of those claims
in which J was interested before 1 entered
the HOllse, I do not twld u share 11 or
an interest of any kind.
Any oue who hus
the interest of the district. Itt heart would
scorn to make a 'remark of that. kind. Had
we not stuck to that. ven ture rrot hing would ever
have come of it, and I would not go through
it at ull again for any amount of mouey. We
have now two companies which have spent
over £70,000, and which have an extensive
plant covering four or five shafts which are
going, and they are paying every m~nth ill
wages alone over £3,00(1. Who has suffered?
I have done this in the endeavour to benefit
my district, not as a Member of Parliament,
not as a Minister, but as a private individual
who has been livin~ there for 40 years, and
the verdict of my own district is the verdict
that 1 appeal to, not the mere clap-trap
of people who go ferreting about the
country. I appeal to the vertlict of people
who have known me since 1862, and· who
know what I have done and what I have
risked for the district, because of the fa.ith
tha.t I had in it.
That faith has been
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justified to the fnll, and T trust that some
day the expellditure we have iuclIrred
will be rewarded.
I defy allY Ollt! to
say that anythillg impruper has been
done. We have asked for no concessions
from the Department, and L have kept carefully apart from all things thali bad
anything to do with the Oepartment.
In regard to the leases applied for by
others, I know llothillg whatever of them.
Whatever I have done as a .Minister has
been completely outside of my interests
as a private individual. I have contined
myself to the terms of my bond with tho~e
who went in and put money in with me,
on the undel'shnding that .Mr. Mitchell and
I would act wit.h them. When the time
arrives, then we may consider ollr position.
I do feel that it is humiliating to have matters of this sort brought lip again and again.
One would imagine that all the hOllesty in
the world was confined to Olle side of the
House. Surely, honorable men can imagine
that other men will act honorably in positions
of difficulty.
If I thought for one moment
that my private interests clashed with my
interest with the Ministry I would know at
Ol1ce what to do. One or the other wonld
have to go. Nor have I hesitated before in
caseH where I felt that intere~t I-Illd dutv
clashed.
I think it. is humiliating t~
politics that a ma.tter of this sort should be
brought up. 'Nhat does the motion ask for?
It asks that an inqlliry should be made
itltO the leasing system of this ~tate. The
leasing ~y~telll. J hope, will yet be de~lt with
by this HOllse, but ha.s this H()u~e yet admitted itself illc(lmpetent to deal with it r 'Vo
lmow exactly the strength and the \\'eakne~s
of the leasiu),!; system, amI we know that if we
waut to cllcollr,Ige leasillg we must administer
the Act in a rmsOIHl.ule spirit. 'vVe know
t hat enormous en terprise and an immen,se
amoullt of carital are required to carry out
some of these ventures, not only ill alluvial
milling but ill quartz milling also. Take the
Victoria.n ('ornish. Where shall we find a
local company which will proyide £~l),OoJO
straight dU"'ll before they see a shillillg uack '?
In fact, they spent .± 2.-'i,O,)(). After the
firt:!t few calls and 110 dividends, . the ellterprise would be throwll up if it trusted to local
enterprise and local capital. I belie\'e in
local enterprise as much as allY mall, but
these larg'e ventnres are beyond our ken.
Take the Moolort Plains, where they have
spent £250,OOU or £~OO,OOO.
Call we
find the mouey in Victoria to deal with that?
Anyone who knows anything' about mining
would admit that it is absurd. We know
Mr. McLeod.
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that we have to enconrage, as far a~
we reasonably can, the ill trod nction of
foreign enterprise and foreign capital. A~
far as any inquiry being lleces~ary, I would
say that we have admilli::;tered the Act fearle~sly. I have not cared whom it affected.
As a rule, the administration has been
pressed far more against capital than agaillHt
any other interest. I have already pointed
out the folly of talking of the local well <l3
capitalists. I fiud that half the shalieholders
of these mining companies are working mell,
and men of small means. The capitalists
are mainly to be found in companies where
there is a quarter of a million of capital. The
adminiRtrcttion has been characterized as
reasonable, aud, in many directions, it has
been admitted that no olle haR bad any
reason to complain of the administration.
I have ha.d admissions from capitalist!')
themselves, and from men representing
English interests, that whilst I have pressed
matters fully and fairly, I have not pressed
them unduly, lmt have secnred justice to the
Department and obedience to the law, withont their interests being imperilled. As to
the administrat.ion in the past, what has been
dOlle 1 Everything that has been req uin.·d,
everything that has Lee11 called for ill
the shape of impro\'cments ha3 been
done steadily as far as possible, and as
far as the law wonld allow us to go,
amI we resent accusations of this kind,
whicb are made as if nothing had been
done.
If milling was carried on according to the principles advocated oy some
honorable memLers, it would soon be a
thing of the past, becau::;e all faith
would be lost., and it rel)uires a certain
amount of faith for a man to pay in fOl'
ten or fifteen years before he seeR Hlly return,
or for people to spend a quarter of a million
of mOllE'Y in developing a mine. The attack
has signally failed in all directions.
We
have proved up to the hilt that not a single
fact has been adduced in justification for
this demand for an inquiry.
'Vhat ha.~
been advocated Oil the other side I'l~mind~
me il'fesistibly of Home thing wbieh occurred in connexion with the American Senate. An American took his SOil to
see the Senate opened, and he saw the chaplain get IIp. "Who is th':tt?" the boy asked.
and his father told him it was the chaplaiu.
" Is that. the gentleman who prays for the
Senate 1" the buy inquired.
"Well, my
son, he was SUPP,),scj to pray for t.b~
Senat.e, but he got up and had a look
round ilt the sellators and then. he
prayed very hard for the C0lll1try.~' That
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is exactly what WQuid be necessary here if
the mining policy we have heard advocated
was adopted.
Mr. J. W. BILLSON (Fitzroy).-That is
exactly what he would say if he was addressing members of the Ministry.
Mr. McLEOD.-I maintain that. the attack has signally failed, and that no proof has
been adduced in support of the amendDlent,
which should be summarily dismissed.
Mr. ANSTEY.-In the first place.r have
a few words of explanation to SHy. I spoke
on the Mining Bill which was before Parliament in 1904. pointing out that the Minister
of Mines said that there were twenty-four
English companies at work in Victoria, and
that they expended £225.785 t.he previous
year, and t hat all the returns they mad got
so far amounted to 258 ounces of gold. In
answer to that, 1 took hold of the returns,
and asked for a list of the twenty-four companies. That was laid on the table. It included a number of mines. I \\'ent through
the list, 'and found out what was the amount
of capital subscribed, the amount paid up,
the amount expended, and the gold returus.
I went into other thing3.
I found out
what were the amounts for which the mines
were floated on the Briti::;h market, &nd how
much was taken as vendgrs', and promoters' shares, and I pointed out that
two-thirds of the capital of t.hese mines
had not gone in development but in promoters' shares and vendors' profits. rrhis is
my statement as it appears in Hansc£rd:The next was the Victorian Cornish, with headquarters in London, and seven gentlemen-Messrs.
Uoddard, Dillon, and others-as London directors.
They had raised a nominal capilal of £120,000,
&nd the vendors were said to have got 80,000
sha.res and £3,150 ca.sh. 'l'he property consisted
of 103 acres, and fOr1line yea.rs the mines controlled
by the compa.ny had not been worked. Wha.t had
they done with the £40,000 capital that was left?
Probably the company was floated as a good going
concern, after the mines had been held for nine
years without anything being done.

There is not one line there where I make
any reference to the Minister, but the
Minister when he rose to reply did say that,
because I had referred to the Victorian Cornish among others as an illu8tlation, he took
it as a reflection on himself. \Vhen the
honorable member for Grenville and myself
went. to Eastern Gippsland, we stated things
as we saw them. 1 chaIJenge anybody to
say that during my period in Parliament I
have ever takeu allY single Minister of the
Crown and applied to him any term that
would mean he was wrongly utilizing his
position. Never once since I have been a
Session 1906.-[10]

Address-in-Reply.

Member of Parliament have I ever said on
any public platform in this country what I
had not previously stated in the presence of
honorable members in this chamber.
Mr. W ATT.- Your colleagues cannot aU
say that?
Mr.' ANSTEY.-I am dealing only with
myself. We stated the position as we saw it.
I pointed out to audiences in Eastern Gipps.
land that the Minister occupied a dual
position. In the one case he was a tenant of
the Crown, and had to come to the Crown in
eonnexion with transfers, suspenl:!ions, and
other matters, and that at the same time he
was the Minister, and that, in all tllese illstances, he was .the judge in his own case. I
said that in my opinion that was an improper
position for any person to occupy. I still
honestly hold to that opinion. Others may
disa~ree with me.
I point out to this
Chamber that the honorable memlDer for
Prahra.n, when we were dealing with the
battery question, himself expressed a similar
o}?inion, and he sta.ted that the .view held by
authorities ill the old country was that
no man should be a Minister of the Crown,
and at the same time be connected with
business C0ncerns which had business
transactions with the Guvernment of the
country.
Mr. 'VA'l"l'.-Yon.cannot follow that to
a logieal conclusion in a little country like
this.
Mr. McLEOD.-No business man should be
a Minister then.
Mr. ANSl'EY.-Any one has the right to
be a. business man and to control millions of
money in connexion with an industrial
venture, but he should not at the same time,
as a Minister of the Crown, say what
should and w hat should not be done in
the business relations between himseJf as a
business man and the Government.
Mr. W ATl'.-The same ought to be ~rue of
a }fem ber of Parliament.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Not so. In the case
of an ordinary Member of Parliament,
if he has any business relations with t.he
Government, he is not the judge to say
whether this thing should or should not be
done. He cannot say w.hether the contract
should be taken up. or whether suspension
should be givell. 'l'hat is my case. A Member
of Parliament cannot come down and say,
as a Minister of the Crown can, my interest
lies so-and-so, and
sneh-a\ld-snch is my
decision. A Minister of the Crown is inevitably placed in a position where, in' order
to do his dut.y to the country, he may have
to give a decision against his own interests,

'l'he Governor's Speech:

[ASSEMBLY.]

a.gainst his co.directors, and against the
whole body of the shareholders WlHm\ the
directorlS represent. He may have to give a
decision fatal to his own interest., and fatal to
the interest of the men with whom he has to
act in his business capacity. If he did that
he would be val ueless to them as a Minister
of the Crown.
nIr. BoYD. -Do you say that the Minister
himself gave allY such decision?
Mr. ANSTEY.-The honorable member,
'iir, want!:) to draw me into a false position. I
will state my views about that when I am
prepared to do so. I say that no man ought
to occupy that position .
. Mr. BOYD.-You are doing it by innuendo
now.
Mr. A~STEY.-It was an innuendo when
tnade by the honorab:e member for Prahran.
It is a principle that is recognised ill the old
oountry, and ought to stand good in regard
to a Minister of the Crown h(~re.
Mr. BUYD.-You would have to have
Ministers of the Crown with £5,000 a year.
Mr. AN~'L'EY.- YeH.
If he looks after
the vast property of the country surely he
is worth £5,000 per annum, when £3,OUO is
paid to a lllall to administer the Railway
DeparS:ment~

Mr. W A'l'T.-J have heard members of your
party say that no man is worth more than
£500 per annum.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Then all I can say is
that I do not agree with the members of my
party on that point. I have given the position as we stc~ted it in East Gippsland, and
110 refl~ction::; were cast upon the Minister.
We distinctly stated oUl' grounds as rea~onable metl, and without aspersions.
Afterwards the Minister wrote a letter to the
Omeo Standard, in which he said that there
was nothing ill Ollr arguments for the simple
reason that he was l1vt a director of the
oompa.ny, and that therefore all onr arguments fell to the ground. I replied quoting
from the London l!'inancial Times, which set
the Minister forth as bein~ a director of that
oompal1y. The Minister of Mines said that
the statem~llt wa~ incorrect, and that he
would h~ve it remedied. I see that in the
last issne of that journal his name has
been removed, bnt it is a mOI:)L remarkable
thing that at the last meeting of the C0rnish
Company, Mr. Goddard distinctly saidWe have 400 acres, much of it virgin soil. We
havtl an Eldora.do, from which we hllove taken
£65,000, and the Minister of Mines is ch!l.irma.n
of the local directors.

The Minister affirms tha.t we have made false
sta.tements, and that we are not armed with
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ftl.cts, and know nothing of the subject of
which we speak. Let me come to a statement of the Minister. He said in connexion
with the Bethanga mine that the amount of
the debentures was £20,000, and that we
knew nothing of the actual facts. What are
the actual fa.cts that have been sworn to, and
are in the prothonotary's office here? The
bank is owed £4,480; wages account for
£1,375; the amount for debentures is
£2,633; ordinary creditors are owed £2,256,
makiug a total liability of £ I 0, 744.
The
Minister said that there were £20,000 in
debentures.
Mr. McLEOD.-I rise to a point of order.
When I made the statement to which the
honorable member for Brunswick is referring, I said that I could not say that the
figures supplied t() me were accurate, but that
the allllount was either £10,000 01' £20,000.
Mr. ANSTEY.-I am quite satisfied. The
Minister says that he was not quite ~mre as
to his facts. .
Mr. McLEoD.-I said so at the time I
made the :statement.
Mr. ANSTEY.-\Vhat I want tu show
honorable members is that [u.y statements are
as worthy of credence as the statements put
forward by the Minister of Milles.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-Probably it is a question
of dates.
.
Mr. LE}lMON(to Mr. Gaunson).-Have you
come to the rescue of tbe "}Jush"?
Mr. GAUN~ON.-Irise to a point of order.
In following an honorable member with attentiollJ it is impossible to refrain from making
an occasiona.l observation, and I do not
think that is disorderly. I wish to call attention to the language used by the "masher
undertaker" from Williamstown, who referred to me as one of the " push."
Mr. PRENDERGAST.-Is i~ in ordel' to speak
of another honorable member in the way in
which the representative of the Public
Officers has spokell?
rfhe SPEAKER.-Honorable members
should address each other by the names
of their constituencies, and it is not right to
call them by other na.mes.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I wish that that rule was
carried ont, instead of honor~ble members
saying "you, you" to one another, like men
in pot-houses.
Mr. LEMMON.-You know the language of
the pot· house.
Mr. GAuNsoN.-I know the language of
both houses.
Mr. ANSTEY.-The Miuister of Mines
started out by saying that it was a question
of etiquette, but an unwritten law, that
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Members of Parliament should not undertake
roving exCUrl:liOllS in districts ref'reseuted by
other members. That may be true, but there
is a commission for any mall representing his
country in Parliament to rove far and wide,
a.nd deep and high, in order to grasp all the
information that he poss.ibly can relating to
hitJ cOlllltry.
Mr. GRAY.-And to malign his opponents
afterwards 1
Mr. ANST.EY.-The man who says that
I maligned my opponents is a liar. I have
not said a word that is not capable of being
borne out by sworn documents. If the
Minister of Mines has allY one to answer,
it is his co-director of the Cornish Company.
1f there is any rea'30D that the honorable
members behind the Government should
acquire
information
it
is
infinitely
more important for members on this (the
Opposition) side to do so, because the Ministerialsupportera hold Labour members up as
"incapables," and ,. gutter snipes," and Ilse
every possible term of. derision in reference to
them. The Premier bas said that no one can
know anything about growing a pot~to until
he ha.! gone round with him in his motOl· car.
We are told that 'we are a. group of filthy incapables, who ought not to desecrate the institutions of our country.
Mr. B()YD.-Anstey in tragedy.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Later on it may be
"Anstey in comedy." During the time
I have been a member of this House I
have addressed myself to various subjects,
but no one can say that I have wasted tbe
time of the House or made speeches at every
.pportunity. I have 8 pplied myself to particular questions, and I have travelled
through the country, gone to the various
to the Ministers at
Departments, and
the llead8 of those Departments
in
order to get information. I
do not
think there is a single Minister of the
Crown to whom I have applied for information who has refused it to me, and I defy flAy
Minister of the Crown to say that I have ever
used any information supplied to me in order
to malign him.
Mr. WATT.-"Not guilty."
Mr. ANSTEy.-It is the duty of honorable members to rove about inquiring into
the history of matters affecting the State,
and to discover abuses in order to see if
there is any remedy for those abuses.
Because I represent Brunswick ill this
Chamber it does not take away my right
to discuss any subjec~ in which I am intereated. I may point out that although
honorable members on the Ministerial side
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wax indignant at Labour members going
into other constituencies. when' the question
of the State establishing a brick works was
being discussed members from both· I-lonses
went to the place where the brick works
were situated - in order to interview the
manager, and find out all the facts they
could. And why should they not? Should
there be a law to confine a man to discussing
only one question? Should I, as a. representative of Brunswick, not have the right to
discuss the que.'"tious of mining, forestry,
and land settlement, as well as anything
else? The Minister of Mines started out by
~ueerillgly referring to the honorable member for Grenville and his remarks on the
matter of section 79 of the Mines Act and
its application. The Minister said "Does
the honorable member not know that the
matter is provided for by regulation, and
that regulations must be genera11 They
cannot be changed about to fit particular
circumstances." What t hat section of the Aot
says, as a matter of fact, isIt shal1 be lawful for theGovernor in Council, noiwithstanding a.ny such regulation but subject to the
limitations aforesaid, to prescribe on the occaeioo
of the gra.nting of any pa.rticular lease (whether
gold mining or mineral) the term for and the rent
or royalty or both at which the same shall be gra.nted.
a,nd tbequantity and form of laud to be comprised
therein, and the covenants, conditions, reservations,
and exceptions to be contained in the sa.me.

Under the law there may be exceptions from
the regulations, and as honorable members
may remember when Mr. Foster was Minister
of Mines he not only altered the general regulations, but, ill the case of Charlotte Plaine,
or, at any rate, the Moolort Plains, he
brought up a special set of regulations to
meet cerl ain objections and to fit the case of
a particular mine.
Mr. McLBOD.- What I was pointing out
to the honorable member for Grenville wa.s
that I had not the power to cancel that lease
and issue a fresh one unless the conditions
had been broken. That is the POillt I made.
Mr. ANSTEY.-! am simply pointing out
that the Minister is a law unto himself. When
he referred to tributing he said, "Are we to
call on the inspectors to nurse the poor miners 1"
V\'hat in the name of creation are the inspectors for? Wha.t do ,ve have them for
under the Pure Food Act or any other kind of
legislation? Are they not appointed for the
purpose of seeing that the law is ~arried into
execution? What is the good of having
yentilation inspectors ~ Are they not to
point out any deficiencies in ventilation '!
Has the Department first t(I be informed
that the law is being violated, or do inspector~
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exist for the pl'otection of the health of
the miners, and to provide for such a carrying
ont of the law that the men sha.llllot be called
upon to f<-l.ce the penalty that they would
inevitabl'y have to face if by making com·
plaints they brought inspection upon the
mines in which they are employed ~ We
kuow of many cases where minera have
pointed ont defect~ ill mines, and the result
has been dismissal. Inspectors are provided
under every law to see to the proper carrying
out of the letter of the law. 'Vhat was the
objection the honorable member for Grenvillo made?
He pointed out that there
is a section in the law which say~
that every tribute agreement shall he
ill writing,
Tha.t is the law, and the
Illspector exist~ to Hee that the law is carried
out. If the miner objects and wants the law
carried out, he will be dismissed. Every member knows that that has happened in hundreci~
of cases.
The ~tinister says that the
companies will not carry out the law, because
in some way they COlltrac~ themselvc~ outside
of the law, and enter iuto ccrtain other eonditions.
There is the following clear
definition in the Ad of I H9U to show what i::;
meant by a tributer :-" Tributer" shltll lllcan any person who has
made an agreement wit.1l any persOIl other than the
owner elaimiug the right to mine ill or on any land
derived from sneh owner upon the tel'ms of paying
a. portion of the gold taken frolll sneh lana to such
owner or last'llwntione(l person for the right to
luine therein or thereon.

A tributer, therefore, is a man who has to
pay a percentage to the actual leaseholder.
The companies dodge that by simply saying., \Ve won't have allY agreement.
\Ve
will charge YOll llO percentagc, but for every
4 dwts. that come out of the mine we will
gi ve you 1 d \\'t. in the shape of wages. You
arf~ daily contract labourers."
'fhe Millister
says-" If they do that, what can we do?
'Ve cannot do anything."
l\II'. J. CAMEltoN (Gl:ppsland Ea.~t).-Is
there any penalty in the Act for not complying?

Mr. ANSTEY.-Certainly.
),11'. J. CAmmON (O'l)psland East).-Show
us that penal t.Y'

Mr. ANS'fEr. - 'rhe honorable member
will give me something to do if he gets me
chasing backwnrdH and forwards over half·adozeu Acts of Parliament.
Mr. ,V ATT. - Let us hear some constrllc,'e suggestions.
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Mr. ANSTEY.- I will tell honorable
members what I think the Minister could
do. The law distinctly recognises thn.t there
are certain leases. The Crown grlints these
leases to individuals and lays down certain
covenants which must be fulfilled under pain
of forfeiture. It stipulates that a certain
number of men shall be employed. At one
time tributer:; were not recognised as part
fulfilment of the labour covent~nt.s. N 0body was recognised except actual wage
men as fulfilling the covenants, but as time
went on :l. pra<:tice grew up of rec~gnising
tribl:lters. 'fhe law and the regulations now
recognise nothing as fulfilment of the labour
covenants except actual wage mell and
tributers. If the Minister liked he could
say-" You are not. going to evade the law
and its intention to protect the men by
simply dodging out of it in that partieular
way by devising some other form of contra.ct. If you do not employ either tributers
or wage men I refuse to recognise those
other persons not mentioned in the law as a
fulfilment of the covenants." When snch a
practice is followed the Minister has it completely in his power to refuse to recognise
these men as fulfilling the labour conditions.
Mr. McLEoD.-That is exactly what we
do now. \Ye have refused to recognise them
unless there is a contract signed and registered in the Department. If they are
doing it without our knowledge, how do we
know unless it is reported ill the Department ~
, Mr. ANSTEY.-Ullder the factory law
an inspector walks into a factory and sees
if the sanitary conditionl:! are in accordance
with the law. He does not wait in his office
until some olle comes along to complain. He
looks over the wages-book and he sees that
all the conditions laid down by t.he law and
the regulations are complied with. He IOQks
both at the books of the employer and the
signed receipts of the men. So an inspect or
of the Mines Department can walk into any
office ill this country to ascertain the number of men and the amount paid to them in
wages just as ill a factory.
He can see the
number of other men employed in tributin",
and ask for the terms of "he agreement,
which should be in the office of the company.
'fhus this· fact l:!tands clearly forth, incontrovertible, that Parliament in its desire to
protect the
men has
laid
it down as part of the law of Victoria, that
there Rhonld be a signed tribute agreement, of
which the men should hold one copy and the
company another. The law was devised by a
benevolent A~sembly to protect the men from
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heing fleeced-to lllsure that if they struck
gold after two months' work they should not
be driven out of the claim. It was with those
objects that Parliament devised this law and
the regulations.
Sit, ALBxANDKR PIJ:AcocK,-Then yon will
admit that Parliament did some good by
making these regulations before there "'as a
Labour Party 1
Mr. ANSTEY.-It matters not how much
a Parliameftt may make concessions to pulDlic
sentiment, may devise excellent laws, for
the best laws that men and a benevolent Parliament can devise are absolutely useless or
the purpose intended when they are not properly ~dministered.
Mr. WAT'l'.-Butth~ legislation was all right.
Mr. ANSTEY.-The legislation is right in
that direction, although it is capable of
vast improvement. May I point out, by
the way, that we illitera,tes and incapables, we
who know nothing, could not be expected or
called upon to make a perfect law; but what
becomes of a Minister of the Crown who
ha~ spent a life in the business, who has
ruined himself in keeping mines and districts
alive? What becomes of a man administering a grent industry who-when he brought
f.orward a Rill after forty solid years spentin the
industry-did not know enough to be able to
carry a clause that would meet the grievanoes and difficnltie~ in the industry? So
muoh for men who spend a life in an industry
alld never a~qnire snfficient knowledge to
Gope with the evils that grow up under it. I
will deal now with the question of the pendency of leases. What does Parliament say
and the law affirm ~ The law distinctly affirms
that application. for leases shall cease and
be discarded at the end of' a specified
time. 'rhis is not a question of dealing
with private lands where, if I mistake
not, the period of pendency nl nst come
to an end in six months.
On Crow,p
property it lasts for twelve months. 1'h~
great difficulty that the ~linister has brought
forward relates apparently to privl'\.te land
where there is supposed to be the greatest
difficulty in ~he gat hering togethel' and the
consolidation of leases, but in thecaseofprivate
land only six months is allowed. In the case of
Crown lands, while the Jaw says that pendenC'y
shall not he made a means for the shepherdill~ of leases, we know fnIl well from the
histol'yof this cOlllltry that if a. bodyof men
ca.n only get under the skin of the :MineJ
Department and get. into the insid~ running,
&11 they have to do is to take up the leases
and put them in, and it is '" Brown Joe'
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to you; keep them pending until we can work
them off so t hat we won't have to pay." The
law, in order to stop that, distinctly laYi it
down that applications for leases are to come
to an end in twelve months, yet vast areas,
not of pri yate lands, but of Cro wn lt1nds, are
held to.day, as the honorable member for
Grenville lays, in such a manner that no man
can go upon them to mine them, or under
the auriferous cultivation sections take no
20 acres and cultivate it. The Crown doe~
not derive ~ single cent in rent, and these men
with the connivance of the Mines Department control these areas for years until they
can work them off upon the public. This is
done in spite of the law. It. is against that
condition of things that we fight. Only
three years ago, when Mr. Mitchell was a
mem1ger of this Assembly, he quoted a case
which was reported in llansard as follows:Hitherto we have had a taste of " private enterprise" under mal·administration by the Mining Department in the Avoca district. For tit period of
six or seven years a syndicate' held possession of a
lead of gold extending from Amphitheatre to
Natte Yallock, a distance of over 20 miles as the
crow flies, and during tha.t period, while the ground
was locked up against the prospector, not as much
as 1\ sixpence of rent was paid to the Crown.

There ~as never been an answer made to
that statement. There was none. It was
ignored then, and has been ignored ever
since. Are we not justified in saying that
when the law was passed in 1904 we were
promised these reforms, and that to-day
something more should be done ~ Thus there
naturally a.rises in the country a complaint.
that these vast auriferous areas are not used
for mining, and a cry goes up for their
alienation, but 'On that question the Minister of Mines has not made the slightest
reply. Not only is there the question of leases
pendilJg, not only the question of tributiug,
but when the last Act was being passed we
secured, in section 19, a provision that every
leaseholder should make a definite return as
to the amount of mOlley spent, the men employed, and the wages paid,. so that we
should have a guarantee in the case of
each lease of definite knowledge of what
the ,lessees were doing, and whether they
were complying with the covenants. This is
not a question for any particular iudi.
vidual.
Every man in the Assembly
of this country who desires to see
Crown properties utilized for the best
development of industry and for the
preservation of the interests of the State is
vitally concerned in knowing what are the
numbers as brought forward in these returns
each June and each December. We have in
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this cOUlitry what is known as a gold. fields
return, issued every three months. It is
supposed to give the amount of ca.pital subscribed, I he amount invested, and so forth,
but the bulk of it is blank. From the point
of view of economy this return, which costs
this country money to print) might as well,
for Illl the use it is. be thrown into the wastepaper bttsket. It only gi ves the information
about those mines whioh care to send it in.
The names of companies are given, but the
space for information is blank. The name of
the Bethanga Goldtields Company appears on
the last return without a single word
of information against it.
When the
Act was being passed the Minister told
us thtlt the provisions of section ) 9 would
be stringently applied. Surely the Crown
has a perfect right to know what is
going to be done with the leasel:! under its control. It grants them on the
cond ition that certain covenants will be
fulfilled, and it has a perfect right, and so
has Parliament, to know whether those conditions are being complied with or not. The
law lays down specifically that if, at the end
of December or June, the returns are not
furnished, certain proceedings shall be taken.
Have they ever been taken ~ Not once. Have
they ever been igllored? Openly ignored.
Those who think it is all right take no notice
of it. The law says two months shall be
allowed, and then defaulters shall be fined.
While any man who fails to obey the law in
other things is subject to fine, while the law
says that these offenders also shall be subject to fine, they know full well that the
Mines Department does not enforce, and
never has enforced, the law. Five months
have now gone by since returns up
to the end of December last were due;
the
returns
have
not
been
sent
in, and yet nothing has been done.
H that is not proof that the law has been
openly flouted I would like to know what
would be. If grounds are wanted for a full
investiga.tion into these cases what more
could any Olle desire? Now, one word in COllnexion with ventilation. It would be hard
luck if even the devil himself had not some
virtues, and did 1l0t fulfil some good in the
world. In the same way it would be a very
bad thing if even the Mines Department did
not perrorm some good. The Minister certainly did read out for the careful attention
of the House whatever was laudatory in the
report of the Miners Association, bllt be
carerully omitted to read the other part of it
wherein it said that the administration of
the Mines Department in certain other direcMr. Anstey.
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tions was a scandal, and showed the bia.
of the administration of the mining laws of
this country in favour of rich men against
working miners. Even in connexion with
ventilation we find certain conditions in
m.ines where there are draw hacks. There is
a mine known as the Glenmona ill Daylesford. In spii;e of all complaints the inspecto~
did not go near that mine, yet the ventilation
in it for a long period has been very bad, and
the inspector does
not
enforce the
ventilation clauses.
In connexion with.
the Star of the East mine, I went down
that mine mYlbelf. With
the dispute·
between the honorable member for Grenvilleand the Department I have nothing whatever
to do. I went down the mine as a visitor,.
and while I might have said casually to any
one that I thought it was very hot, I certainly did not venture to express an expert
opinion, seeing that I wa~ there only as a.
visitor. When I read about the dispute, I
interested myself to find out what the report
said. The Age said the honorable memberfor Grenville had stated that the temperaturewas over 100 degrees. I looked at the report,
and I find the report gives the heat in certain
levels as 84, ~5, or 87 degrees.
Well,.
that is warm enough for anyone. There was,.
however, another place, a rise, and there thein~pector said the heat was 1U4 degrees.
It
seemed to me that this bore out the statement of the honorable member. It is said,.
however, tbat everything was being done t.
reduce the hea.t to a workable condition. 'rbepeople in the Department said, "Oh, you d()o
not understand. Your ignorance of milling
renders YOIl utterly ineapable of underst.anding the situation." '1'he honorable member
for Grenville went to the Department, and
asked, "What is the meaning of 'country
rock ~ '" They said, "It is where you takethe thermometer and place it against the sideof the drive; that is country rock." Latero¥ they came forward with a further explanatlon. "Oh, well," they said, "you do not
understand. The thermometer is not put
against the face of the rock; we bore a hole3 or 4 feet into the rock, put the thermometer into the hole, seal it up, and
leave it tltere for three or four days.
to find the temperature."
Now,
dothey mean to say that the men have to bebottled up in that hole like toads in the rock r
Was it 4 feet in that country rock wherethey proposed to reduce the temperature toa workable condition? I have spoken of the
fact that the penalties are not imposed whenthey should be. The officers of the Department say as to that, " What an awful thing
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it would be if we were te say to these leaseholders, who have probably spent an enormous a.mount of money in the development
of these mines, that the law must be obeyed.
What a scandalous thing it would be if we
were to apply the law and forfeit the leases
upon them." Hir, it is distim:tly provided
that the law is to be applied with reasonable
.(}onsideration to all the snrrounding circum.stances, and when men are bonafide capitalists
-and investors-it does not matter whether they
put in their labour or capital, whether it is in
the form of money or muscle-l hold the
opinion, not only that every consideration
'should be given to them in relation to the
.suspension of the covenants, but that every
assistance shonld be given to them for the
further development of their industry, and
to enable them to recover, if possible, the
money they have expended.
But the objection we take, and rightly take, is to the
fact that men hold enormons areas of Crown
lands, and yet the law is not applied to these
particular men who never put a single penny
into the development of the lease. Surely it
is a legitimate grievance that the Department Willllot discriminate between men who
.are honest investors and men who are notoriolls sharks. We have had many illustrations of that in the past. When Mr. Lazarus
was a member of this House he pointed out
to the Minister of Mines that in his own district there were men who took up Crown
lands for speculative purposes. They did
llOt apply for leases because the Department knew so little about the auriferous
areas in that district. These men were
:allowed to take up that land and snb-Iet it.
Let me take the other question to which the
Minister referred in connexion with the
leases. In some places we have one c0mpany
-()r oue syndicate holding enormous tracts of
-country. There is the case that was quoted
from a speech of Mr. Mitchell, who was formerly a member of this House. There are
-other cases well known to every ma.n who
has travelled through the mining districts.
The Bethanga: lease is one instance where a
Jeass wa.s gr.. nted for 6 milel:i.
Mr. McLEoD.-One and a quarter miles
:according to the surveyors.
Mr. A~STEY.-Yes, but other men in
~he district who know the locality well will
tell yo-., if you ask them, that the lease is 5
iuiloa, or perhaps 6 c»r 7 miles.
Mr. GAUNSON.-You have been corrected
tllready.
Mr. ANSTEY.-The Minister says Ii
miles. The common belief is that it is
Ilearer 6 miles.
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Mr. McLEoD.-I give what the surveyors
say.
Mr. ANSTEY. -Presumably, then, the
general opinion is different. Another case
was that mentioned by the honorable member for Grenville. We find the same thing
in Dayl~sford and also at Bendigo, where we
have seen the Minister distinctly objecting
to the granting of these enormous area.s
although they have been granted in other
districts. The Minis~er affirmed as a reason
that in some districts there may be a distinct
line of reef, and therefore no lease must be
more than 400 or 500 yards on the line of
reef. But where the line of reef is broken
he consid~r~ that he is j.ustified in giving
enormous areas. In Bendigo alone we ha.ve
companies with enormous areas on a well·
defined line of reef, whilst others are
limited to smaller areas. Mr. Eskdale himself complained to the Bendigo Advertise,'
that the Minister had decided to limit leases
to 500 yards, and said he would like to know
how the Minister came to consent to nearly
7 miles of reef being held by one company
at; Daylesford.
Mr. McLEoD.-That is utterly untrue.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Then there are more liars
than in the Labour Party. It is a, satisfACtion to know that. .Mr. Eskdale said that,
to him, it appeared as clear a case of shepherding as any in Victoria, but, of course,
now that we are told he is a liar, we cannot
take his evidence. Let me now deal with
what are known as the Bethanga gold mines.
The Minister said the people connected with
those lIlines had spent an enormous amount
of money. I do not know what was spent
originally or at one time or another. I know
that in tbe case of the Great Berry Consoli·
dated the Minister said that £2,500 had
been spent in drilling sinGe the consolidation. Then, when it was shown that the
balance-sheet since the consolidation did no'
shGW that any snch amount had been spent
in drilling, the honorable gentleman sa.id" Oh, well, it was some time before that. If
it wafS not splint by these particular men, it
was spent within the last five years or within
the last ten years. At any ra.te I affirm, as
a Minister of the Crown, that some time since
the flood there has been spen t on this territory the amount I assert." In the same
way a man who had a miner's right fifty
years ago and took up his ground might come
along and say-" Well, I spent £20 or £50
in that hole, and I worked tbere for several
months Sond got nothing but £5 or £6."
Another man Inight now apFly for a lease
and say-Ie It is quite true that nothing has

The Governor's Speech:

[ASSEMBLY.]

been done on it since I was born, but I affirm
that I have a right to the ground, because at
one time there was spent upon it a considerable amount of money." The lease at Bethanga some ten years ago fell into the
hands of English capitalists-shall we call
them 1 Well, we will cal] them capitalists
for the time being.
Mr. MACKINNON.-Private enterprise.
Mr. ANSTEY.-I thank the honorable
member for that term. My lack of imagination would. never have provided me with the
proper word. 'rhey have reconstructed the
company four times within a period of ten
years. The last formation of the company
was, I think, in 1902. Since then these socalled British euterprisers have never spent a
single peuny of British capital upon that
ground.
They have been working it on
u·ibllte. 'rhe conditions of tributillg were
that there should be first paid all the working expenses of the mine, and that, after the
workillg expenses had been paid, the tributers might divide amongst themsel yes as workmen whatc\'cr was obtainable. When the late
Mr. Martin was manager, he did for a short
time have It contract system. The couditions
were that the rate of wages should be 7s. Sd.,
and that if t.here was 9s. worth of gold
obtained the extra 1s. 6d. should not go to
the mAn. If it ouly turned out -is. 8 day
then 4s. was to be the daily wage. Then
there came a man as manager, known as 1\11'.
1;'. E. Harris, a man wbo, iu conjunction
with Mr. ThonH\.s Lee·Fields, directol' of the
Victorian Cornish Mine, ca.r1 ied out what was
lmowll as the Mica Corporation, the most
notorious swindle ever floated in Victoria.
These men collapsed as private individuals.
One of them blamed MI'. Whitaker vVright
for being the cause of his ruin, and the other
in bis schedule declared that his partner was
such a rogue tha,t he brought him also to
ruin. Mr. Harris introduced a system of paying day wages. He put some men 011 day
wages and some on the c:mtraet system or
so-called contract. Let me point out that
the contract system as they call it in
mining is nothing else but what is kllown as
piece-work in other industries.
In' the
Cornish mines the same thing prevails, the
men being paid by the piece for the amount
of grCJund excavated. In llavvying and in
coal lumping the men are paid according
to the amount of coal or dirt remt>ved,
but it is everywhere in every industry recognised clearly and distinctly as wages and rennmeration for labour done. There was no
direct covenant, but in the case of a. number
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of these men they were paid so much for
every foot of earth they excavated, and there
was a certain percentage deducted from their
wages, and if there was anything over at the
end of the. week they were to be paid. Thi~
company finally went into liquidn.tion. Before
it went iato liquidation the men sued for
their wages. There was £1,375 owing to the
men whG were directly day )abonrer~; £350
owing to the men who were 011 piece-workwho were paid by the amount of excavation
they did. When these men went into court
they got a verdict for their wages, and proceeded to distrain on the plant. Then MI'.
Harris came along with what purported to be
a cable from the British directorate of the
company offering to pay the men's wages ill
a few days. He put in an interpleader. ostensibly in order that the Court should decirle
the order of the creditors, but really only for
the purpose of delay. He kept the matter back
for a fortllightuntil Mr. Owen, the magistrate,
who had been in the district, had gone away.
Then he approached the general secl'eta;y
of the Miners Association to get another stay
of proceedings for a second fortnight. He
got a stay of proceedings until suddenly Oll~
morning tbe men woke to find that the Bank
of Australasia had stepped in with a winding-up ordtlr. Thereupon, of course, Mr.
Harris withdrew his interpleader. We know
now that the cable which purported to COUlE'
from the British directorate was really faked
in order to deceive the men and delay
matters. .J llst lJefOl'e the company went int~
liquidatiml, Mr. Harris, the manager, rushed
into vVodvnga, before J ndge Molesworth, and
asked for a clean sheet in insolvency. He
wa'! not able to pay olle penny in the pound,
and Judge Molesworth said it was really the
most remarkable case that L1ad ever come under
his notice, because apparently this man never
had had one penny of assets. Apparent1y,
however, the Judge said, there was no one to
object, and the Court gave him a certificate.
Mr. TOU'1.'cHER.-He deserved it for his
cleverness.
Mr. ANSTEY.-He then got appointed
liquidator, and a few days afterwards wrote
a letter to the Bank of Australasia, in which
he pointed out that if as well as being
liquidator he was appointed manager to the
Bethanga mine, he could serve the interests
both of the shareholders and of the creditors
by working the VV- elcome lease. He said that
if this lease was not worked the whole of the
workings would be flooded and the assets
depreciated, and he appeared "With a schedule
before the Court in which he said he would
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agree to keep on sixty mera. a.nd that these sixty
men he would pay day wages to in accordance
with the schedule which he presented to the
Court. He went back with an order from the
Court, which made him both manager on
behalf of tbe debtor company and at the same
time ·liquidator on behalf of the creditors.
This order allowed him to carryon tbat dl~aL
position on condition that be employed sixty
men and kept the mine in good condition.
Now, he never employed a single man, and,
therefore, never complied eithel' with the
order of the cou.rt or with the covenants provided under tbe mining law. Sneh was the
situation in which these men found themselves placed whilst months rolled by. Here
were men with nearly £2,000 owing to them,
yet the Mines Department during all this
period was silent, although the officers knew
that vast areas were being held on which
nothing whatever was being done. During
the whole of this period this man, "'ith a
chemist and a clerk, was clelming up all the
calcine dust. of the furnaces, and cleaning out all the chlorinatiou. vats, and
gathering all the gold they could from
these cleaning-up processes.
Afterwards
they even consumed the very bricks of
the calcined furnaces, and they burnt the
wood in the vats in order to get all
the gold they possibly could. Mr. Coverdale, the manager of the Bank of Australasia at Tallallgatta, made his regular call,
and took away the gold which was thus
obtained. During eighteen months they
had gradually and steadily transferred
from this mine many tons of arsenic
and other by-produots, and realized upon
them to the extent of hundreds of pounds.
This money was being put into the bank
month after month, while the men who had
been employed in the mine, with their wives
and children, were being scattered to all parts
of the State, the children in many cases
having to depend upon benevolence for their
8ublistence. In this scandalous condition of
things, the Mines Department was absolutely
silent. The Minister said, "It is not in our
hands; it is in the hands of the Supreme
Court. " Well, sir, I would ask, even if it
was in the hands of the Supreme Court, was
there not also a Crown Law Department
and a Mines Department, and was it not
within the power of the Crown Law Department to iee that the order of the Court was
oarried out, or within the province of the
Minister of Mines to say that certain things
should be done that would protect the
oreditors and these miners ~ Could not the
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Minister of Mines have said, if he was determined to see justice done, that the money
wbich was th us taken off this claim should go
to these men, or else he would absolutely
forfeit the leases ~ The owners of this mine
certainly had no intention that the leases
should be forfeited, becanse they are too valuable. As Mr. Harris said in his declaration
to the Chief Justice, "Very little work bas
been done 011 these leases, and there
are fifty years of life in front of them."
While ten years ago it may have been difficult to work the Bethallga mine, we must
remember that with the great developments which have takel~ place in chemistry, there is no knowing the day
when what was unprofitable a few
years ago may become of immense valuo
when the ores are submitted to proper
treatment, as has never been the case at
Bellhanga.
There has never been an
up-to-date plant there, and with an up-todate plant the mine might any day become
a s'ource of immense wealth to the men who
possels it. I now proceed to the next step.
'l'be men a.fter twelve months applied to a
Mr. Hodgson. They said, "We have no
money"-I may say that the head branch ha.d
already spent some £600, and could go no further-" but we will give you 10 per cent. of the
earnings, which belong to us, if you take
this thing into Court and atake it eompulsory
on the Bank of Au~tralasia to proceed with
its winding-up order." The men were in this
unfortunate position that they could not, like
any private creditors, stay in a room and
debate secretly what should he their next
proceedings. A meeting had to be called J
and every prop~sal had to be announced,
and every move of the men weni. abroad,
so that no sooner had they started
to take further steps, than Reid Bros. and.
Russell, with a debenture of SOl'Xle £1,000,
appeared ill Co~rt for an order requesting
corm. pulsion on the Bank of Australasia to
They
proceed with their winding-up order.
got this order, and the most remarkable
thing was, that no sooner had they done 'so
than Mr. Harris stepped in and asked for a
stay of proceedings. He sa.id he was doing
his best, and as no ODe appeared to object he
was made receiver under Reid Bros.
There
ie no doubt that both were bogus actiona,
brought for no other purpose than that of
defeatitlg payment of the men t and stringing
on the proceedings as lon~ as pOlilsible. Then,
what was the next step? There was commenced in the Ballarat Courier aDd other
papers, a.nd also by the honorable member
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for Grenvi~le and myself, on the puolic platforms, a dIsclosure of the facts of the situation as they existed at Bethanga.
The
Minister of Mines replied that he believed
the bank was doing all it possibly could.
Previously when these men had complained
to the Mines Department about the removal
of all those assets in the shape Qf loads of
arsenic and other prodncts, the Mines Department wrote baek, expressing its belief
that the liq uidator was doing all in his
power to meet the claims of the creditors.
After the pll blicity wbich was giTen to the
case the next proposal was that there should
be a sale. The Minister said the sale should
take place at the end of April. At the end
of April they could not get any buyers.
Then it went on to the 14th of May, and on
~he 14th of May there were no bnyers. Then
It went on tQ the beginning of June, and no
buyers, and at last there comes along the
Miller Bros. Proprietary Company, who also
purported to be the holders of a dehenture to
the extent of £230, and they made a proposal to. b.uy, How much were they to give?
The Mnnster says they would not tell him
what they were going to give-they would
not give any information on the subject, but
they let hIm know that they were to pay onefourth of the amount down, one·fourth in
three months, one·fourth in six months, and
one·fonrth in twelve months. Now, the total
amount of the purchase was £2,200, and what
a lovely body of eapitalists they were who could
~ot paJ:' £2,200 down, but wanted to pay it
In fonf Instalments!
Under the law as it was
passed by the last Minister of Mines for the
p~otection of the gennine capitalists, it was
laId down-and this Honse 9. a reed to that
p~inciple-that no man should ~pply for fQrfelture ulllcss he could prove that he had
sufficient capilal to work the mine. If these
miners had been able, as under the old law,
to step forward and demand the forfeiture of
the leases, they would at least have had tL
weapon with which to compel the company to
come to terms. But by the alteration of the
law this power was taken from them. Such
is the iniquity of the law now that, while no
man can apply for forfeiture unless he can
prove that he has ample capital, bogus men
ctLn apply under the name of transfer without
having one single penny with which to develop the mine. These men are permitted
to transfer an enormous area of Crown lands
in this wav. The newspapers had announced
that the Minister was going to take this
money, and that he was going to pay it over.
He said he did not intend to take it over.
Mr. Anstey.
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Mr. McLEOD. - I said that if they could
not pay the men, I would take the money
over and pay them.
:Mr. ANSTEY.-If they could Dot pay it
the M~nister would do it.
The next day an
advertIsement appeared in the Age to the
effect that the wages would be paid to themen who chose to personally apply. Men
who bad been for a. long period without any
wages were sca.ttered all over the State, and.
the~e men had to travel great distances, pay
theIr fare~, a~d go to Bethanga to be paid by
Mr. HarriS hImself. These men were eventually paid-that is, thosc who could turn up,
and the rest, who were scattered about the
State, would have to take pot·luck. There·
were other men who did piece-work. They
were done ont of their money on the plea
that they were not wage earners but COlltractors. The Minister said he was sorry
he could not meet their claims, because he
was afraid their claims did not come.
under the heading of wages. r:rherefore,
these men are penniless, while Miller Brothers c~n. approp~iate an enormous property.
The Mllllster saId there was nothing left.
The sum of £1,375 was paid to the wages.
men, and one man, Harris, appropriates the
rest, namely £~25 as his share of the proceeds~
The condition under which the men worked was
that they should work over a hundred feet of
stone, more or less, and the men who worked
~nder that condition of piece-work were subJect to the same conditions 8.S wages men.
N ot on~y ?ould they be dismissed, 1i>ut they
were dHilmulsed. If any oody raises the questioD a.s to whether it was a contract I would
like to say to him-Will anyone say that thela.w will permit wages men, who have entered
into a. contract to work eight hours a day
for 8s. a day, to be dOlle out of their
wages 1. Every man that engages ill work,
enters mto a contract whether in writing or
verbally.
It was agreed thai 25 per
cent. of the earnings of these piecework men should be retained by thecompany.
I
would ask
any
legal
member of the House what the
25
per cent. was.
Was it wa.ges '? If it
was a deduction from
their earnings
they were wages men, and preference men.
If it were not wages, what was it~ 'Vas it a.
deposit on contract? If they make that
claim then it was a trust fund, and should
not have been appropriated. It was never
the property of the liquidator, but of th&
men. If the liquidator claims that it was a
contract, and that the money was not wages~'
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I say the men have been deliberately robbed of
<Qne quarter of £355 of contract money owing
to them. Doefi the Minister say that it was
~ot a proper thing that t.hese men should
.have been paid? Did the law prescribe that
theBe men should not be paid? The Court
;s8,id nothing about it; it said that there
:should be an order of preference, a.nd the
Minister said that if these men were not
~satisfied and wanted to be put amongst the
wages men, they should have appeared in
-Court.
The whole manipulation of the
Betha.nga. leases has been one of fraud,
o(}hica.nery, ",nd deliberate robbery. If Harris
wa.s a bona-jide liquidator determined to let
:all the creditors know the state of a.ffairs, he
'Would have notified the men of the transaction, but the men were not notified about what
was to take place in the Court. The Court
placed the liquidator first and the wages men
;13eoond, but did not say that the men who
.did pieoe-work should not come under the
.beading of wages. The Ha.nk of Australasia
wa.s plaoed third, the debenture-holders fonrth,
1:Lud other creditors last. Messrs. 1-l&.Olilton,
Mou}e, and KiddIe, on behalf of the company,
took up the position that these men were no;
-entitled to come nuder the heading of wages.
If any man asked me what a Minister of the
-Crown should do I would say that he should
have stated deliberately alld distinctly that
00 consideration whatever would be given to
",hese leases unless bona fide workers were
paid in acoordance with the la.w, a.nd the
<leoision of the courts of our country. It was
not tbe courts of this country that affirmed
that these men should not be paid, but the
-<>nus of proof was thrown on men who had no
money. The Minister should have sent the
matter ba<;k to the Uonrt to get a derision,
.and put it in a proper position. The Department and the Minister are justifiably condemned. I affirm that-upon full consideration of the c~e-tbe purchase of the
Bethanga is not a bonafide one. The amount
-of £2,200 is set forth as being the pur~hase money for the lease of the company
.and all its possessions. What have the Millers
got for it ? What has become of the assets
handed over to tbe Bank of Australasia ~ I
must accept the Minister's s.tatement that the
lea.se rents have been paid. How? Were they
paid by an insolvent company which ha.d no
money to pay the wages of men whose chil~iren were without food? Yet apparently they
--can find some money to meet their obligations to the Crown. If this money was ad..,anced by any institution or set of individuals
they in their turn were creditors, and their
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names should have appeared on the list of
creditors. If the money came from the sale
of the mine and utensils, then it was a distinct robbery of the creditor-s, and of all the
shareholders in Great Britain. This constitutes aflOther Round reason on the ground of
public policy why we should know the
inside workings of the Bethanga leases. We
want to know whether they are going to be
worked or once more utilized as they ha.ve
been for ten years past-manipulat.ed by a. set
of mining sharks as an instrument for the
robbery of the British public. They have
time after time driven out the British
3bareholders, refloated, taken in British
money again, and down she goes. The
Miller Brothers bought the assets for £2,200,
and for that sum they get eight houses
amongst other things. One of these is a
brick house in the town of Bethanga, and
not on the lease, and this house is surely
worth £500. There are other brick buildings and wooden villas and cott.ages, and I
venture to say that the Miller Brothers have
a refund of their ad vance in these buildings
alone.
Mr. GRAY.-Were not tenders publicly
called for the property?
Mr. ANSTEY.-They were, but they oan
accept allY tender they like. Those who
know the Bethanga. people and the meu oonnected with mining there know full well wha.t
are the operations going on, and that have
been going on.
Mr. A. A. BILU30N (Ovrns).-It was sold
by auction, I think.
Mr. ANSTEY.-Nobody knows anything
about it-nobody has been able to get any
information. The transactions and doings of
the company have not been filed in the
Court for the inspection of the public. The
Minister says he does not know the conditions
of sale, and no one knows whether there was
a bonafide sale or not. It is said that everything that is useless is going to be removed
from the leases and sold. They are practically removing everything to day, and to-morrow the auction sale will take pluce, when will
be sold every tool, implement, electric lighting
plant, dynamos, and all the appliances that
are necessary for the efficient working of the
mine -they are to be sold under the hammer
to·morrow.
Mr. A. A. BILLSON (Ovens).-I think tha.t
is the sale I mean.
Mr. ANSTEY.-The man who puts up
his £2,2lJO is a bogus buyer.
He buys the
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leases aud all the property for £2,200,
propcrty that Harris said to the Minister was worth over £20,000.
They
have already realized. Nobody knows how
much or what they have carted from the
mine during t he last eighteen months in
connexion with the cleaning vats and the furntl.Ces, and the copper and the arsenic that
they have removed. But we do know in connexion with the houses, tools, and applia.nces
necessary for the equi.pment al'ld working of
the mine, that everything is tQ be sold tomorrow, bar the winding gear and the boilers.
If there were the meaus to go on and to pay
men's wages the mine could not proceed after
the sale, for the simple reason that it would not
have the necessaryappliauces for working.
That goes to prove that the w hole thing is
bogus, that the Bank of Australasia and
Russell have this property under their control, and have controlled it for manipulation
as a speculation Oil the British market. ~rbe
Department should see that these areas
are worked, and that 110 mercy or consideration is shown to those who are preying
like parasites on the great mining resources
of this country. 'fhe Minister has said that
I made refieetions and insinuatiolls against
him. I have told honorable me11lhers candidly the specific grounds 011 which I claim
that there should be a public investigation in
the public interest. Leaving Bethanga for a
time, I should like to turn to matters in
Daylesford. rrhere is, in connexion with the
Daylesford mine~, H. gentleman named
Thomas Lees Fields, to whom I have already
referred. This man was originally connected
with Bethallga. He was Harris's partner, and
am(lug<)t the sharks of the minillg world, he was
reclwnedsupreme. He collapsed, as acompany,
in connexioll with Harris. He went to England. In Er.gland he put up with VV. '1'.
Rushton, secretnry of the Bethanga Milling
Company, and director of th~ l)aylesf?rd
gold milles. He worked off III conneXlOn
with a bucket-shop known ns the Victorian
Mining Associatioll, variolls mines in this
country. He came out again ill 1903, and he
could not touch Victoria again, but, like
Harris the other day at "Vodonga, he had to
~o up the spout, as it is called- anothir vulgarism. He collapsed for something like
£ 16,000, and, as with his partner, it was
proved that, for some six or seven years, he
never had a copper to rattle on a tombstone.
He had lived on the men who trusted him.
He also got his certificate.
In the sche<lule he prfsented, he showed how
he had mortgaged a.1l his Bethanga stock,
Mr. Anstey.
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and his holding in the Daylesford claim to
Agar Wynne, and that he was also indebted
to Reid Brothers and Russell, and to every
one it was possible to owe anything to.
AccorGling to his schedule, he had not
one ,pennyworth of stock in the Daylesford mines. He was nevertheless a fuHblown director of the Victorian Cornish, so
that if he had any financial interest in the
Victorian Cornish, his schedule was a fake,
and if his schedule was a bona fide one, then
he held llO stock in the Victoria.n Cornish. In
his schedule he said that Edwin Fields had
paid all his expenses to the old country'.
Brother Edwin was accountant of the
Bethanga Company, and was connected
with the AI, and is now manager of
the Daylesford claims also. According to
the Victorian Cornish, T. Lees Fieldf::! cost the
Cornish people some £1,500. The Minister
talks of the vast amount of money spent in
the Cornish, and he discredits our statement.
He says
that £100,000 or
£l,OOO,OOO-it. does not mat.ter which-was
invested here, hut according to their
own printed balance-sheet the total gold
taken
from t he Cornish was
some
£64,000, and a.ll the cost has been paid by
the gold, leaving a handsome profit. W"ith
that aspect: of the case we lleed not particular1y
trou ble ourRel yes. III any case they ha l'e
an enormous area, and now Thomas Lees
Fields is again in England, and men employed in the Victorian Cornish take up
leases in his name. and then come the next
day and get suspensions on the ground
that there is not sufficient capital to
work the leases, and then the next day
the man who is in Eng]and, and who has
no muney to work the areas he has got, is
granted hundred::; of other acres. I ask is
that a proper operation? 'Vhen recent developments took place in the Ajax, Mr. ~am.
Devy, on behalf of the Cornish, pegged right
up to the Ajax boundary, apparelltly before
the Ajax people knew what was happening
in their own mine. The exp1anat.ion is that
he has .his fist in the pockets of both the
Ajax and the Cornish.
If on the 26th
January people call take IIp leases, speedi1y
get suspensions of the conditions, and a.
few days afterwards get extensions of other
1eases, which they take up in the names of
Brown, Jones. Williamson, and Thomson, and
others, and then 'luietly have them shuffled"
through into the hands of one of these big
companies; that is a policy to which I
object. Since I dared to express an opinion
in 1904 on the Mines Rill, the door"
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of the Mines
Department has been
closed on every representative of this
parcy, and informacion forbidden
\lS.
While we have been unable to obtain
information, the doors of that great Department have been open to every broker
and speculator in the community. If any
man is entitled t(') information the repreientatives of the people surely are. It is yet to
be disproved that 'tV. 'L'. Rushton is connected with
the Bethanga.
As
to
T. L.
Fields, men know his identity
with the A 1. W hat did he de) with
that?
His own partner tells a story
of how
he
rung
the
changes
on
him. Lang and Miller were the local
directors. Harris and .Fields were to receive
no commissioll for the flotation of that
mine, but when Lu.ng died l<ields \Va::;
fonnd on the spot, with a deed of trust for
shares held by Lang as H. trustee.
While
he agreed with his partner that there
should be no commission, he rang the
changes, and claimed the dead man's
scrip as his own under a deed of t.rust,
while I-Ianis said half the shares should be
his becauRe they were given as commission.
Such are the men associated with the
Bethanga- robbers of wages men, men who
have' not only ruined the indu~try for
their own ends, 'but have discredited ~uri
fcrous property in the markets of the old
world.
By manipuiation they have been
robbing
the British public, and have
brought the mining industry into great
disrepute.
Mr. GAUNSON.- Why were not criminal
informations swom against them?
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Mr. BOYD.-Virtuous indignation.
Mr. ANSTEY. - Virtuous indignation!
There is no need to affirm that. It would
be usele~s, because yon would not believe
it, and I
have never
attempted to
do so. It would be absurd for a Menlber of Parlia.ment to profesR virtuous.
indignation.
I have never professed it
since I have been in Parliament.
I am,
perhaps, animated more by a feeling of
envy for the good thillgS the honorable
member for Melbourne is ill. I say there
should be an investigation into the administration of tile Mine::; Department as a
guarantee to those who have been askerl to
put. money into these leases that have been
floated on the British market. The Government of this country, which goes security for
the character of t he prod ncts of the field
sel~t. to th~ old laud, shcmld 'also, in my
opllllon, gIve some protection to the
people who put money into mining. These
are the reasons, I believe, that call for an
inveRtigation. I say in conclusion-:Mr. BOYD.-Arc yon going to finish the
night?
:Mr. A~srrEY.-T am just coming to the
conclusion. I have had a good innings tonight.
Mr. BOYD.-Do not spoil the night now.

Mr. AN~TEY.-I put forward these reasons because I believe that there should be an
inquiry into the administration of the Mines
Department in connexion with tnbuting,
tenancy of leases, a.nd as to why publicity has
not been given to section 19, and why infoJ".
Mr. GRA y.-The man must have proved in rnation is not made available to the representhe Probate Court that he held shares in tatives of the people as to which leases aretrust.
worked and which ara not, and finally, that,
the Bethanga matter should be sett.led·~
Mr. ANSTEY.-He did prove it.
These leases should no longer be manipula.ted
Mr. GRAY.-I thought you n1ade out t.hat
by the men who have manipulated them fov
he was a swindler.
so many years.
Mr. ANSTEY.-I said he worked the
Mr. BAILES.-Like the clever and versacbanges because he should have shared with
his partner, whom he did not tell that he tile member who has just sat down, J do not
speak on many occasions, and only endeavour
had £ 1,000 worth of stock.
to do so in connexion with subjects of which I
Mr. GRAY. - Was not that correct? have some little knowledge. Last night,
Was it not on a deed of trust ~
while I was out of the chamber, the honor·
Ml'. ANSTEY. - Certainly, but that able member for Ballarat West, who conwas an instrument with
which
to cluded one of his gentlemanly speeches with
work
the
changes on
his partner. a motion which the Government regarded as
Of course,
it is good
enough. J implying want of confidence, made some reshould like to have been in it myself. marks with regard to the tributing system
That is the reason, perhaps, for this com- and I, following the action of the Speaker o~
the occasion of the Governor's speech, ha'Ve
plaint.

262

The

GO~'el'no7"&

Speech,'

[ASSEMBLY.]

provided myself with a printed copy of those
fl'IlH\rk~.
The honorable member saidl'rior to the advent of certa.in men who represent mining constituencies, and a.re also identified with the Labour Pa.rty, what did we he&r
l~bont the royalty and triLmting questions?
'Ve
heard nothing at all.
Mr. WATT.-vVe heard it time after time.
Mr. H. S. BENNETT (Ballarat West).-When?
Did the honora.hle member speak a.bout it?
Mr. WAT'l'.-It is as old as original sin.
Mr. H. S. BE~NETT (Ballarat West).-Tbe
Labour Party has made this a ltve question.
Until the honorable member for Grenville, Charles
McGrath, started an agitation in reference to the
, roya.lty question, we did not hear much about it
at all. The ~Iinister of Mines did not think
of bringing ill a Bill to deal with tributing and
royalties until the miners returned labour men to
Pa.rliament. The honorable member for Essendon
sioyl'l these questions were iutr(duced some time
ago. I admit tha.t the hOllorable member for
Mendigo East (Mr. Bailes) had a. motioll passed
under which a committee was appointed to inquire
into the system of tributing.
What a farce the
thing was! Only & week or two ago I obta.ined
the reports of, and the evidence taken by, that
l'ommittee. The miners dare not speak the truth
as to the wages they were receiving. If they said
one word against certain people who a.re merely
lessees, they knew right well that they would
have to l'ight-&uout face. Until certaiu members
on the ('pposition side of the House introlluced
the qllestions of royalt,y and tributillg, we heard
\lot one word abont the evil in respect to the
condit.ion under which the miners were working.

I t is cOllsidered to be the proper thing at
election times, in the heat and burthen of the
fray, to try and belittle the efforta of the
opposillg candidate, and if he dares to claim
/lny credit for any work he has done, it is
recognised as legitimate warfare to intimate
to the electors that he is trying to sail under
false colours. However, if this is regarded
a'i a legitimate thing at election time. I think
there is a code of hOllour amongst honorable
members that electioneering tactics shonld
not be adopted 011 the floor of this House.
Mr. \V AT r.-There used to be.
Mr. B AILES.-I assume that the honorable member for Ba.llarat West made the
:-;tatements which I have just read, despite the
filet that he had looked at the reports of the
Tributing Committee, and had also read the
evidence. I attempted to read the evidence
taken by the Committee myself this evening,
lint unfortunately for reasons of economy the
evidence was typewritten instead of meing
pl'in1ed, and in the course of years the ink
has faded. I was assuming that the honorable member for Ballarat 'Vest posted him!'IeH up in the history of tribl.lting as far as
legi'31ation is concerned, and with regard to
th8 method and practice6 under which
t,ributing wag carried out in the years gone
by. Up to the time of the appointment of
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the Tributing Committee there was &
very lax system obtaining in the matter
of tributes. It was provided under the
cGn80lidated Act of 1890 that tributes
could be let, provided the agreements
entered into were registered. The practice was to grant tributes for six months
\'V ith
an implied promise of renewal
at the termination of that six months for
another six months, but in no instance was
there any agreement granted. The consequence of that violation of the law was that
it was availed of by unscrupulous -miveowners, so that in the event of any tributing
party coming on anything exceptiollC'llly gnod
the six months' period was allowed to run on,
but at the conclusion of that period the implied promise of renewal was not carried illj-,O
effect. The result wa.s that dissatisfaction
arose throughout the mining communities on
the questilHl of tributing. That question
was one of the planks on which I had the
pleasure of winning my first election for this
House over twenty years ago, and I elldeavoured to give effeet to the pledges which
I made while fighting that election by introducing legislation on the subject in this
House. Having failed to get what I required, 1 subsequently moved for the appointment of a Committee to ta.ke evidence on
the subject. The honorable member for
Ballarat West said last aight that the miners
were afraid to give evidence before the Committee. I have no doubt that in many
instances ther were, even upon matters
on
which
they
were
deeply COllcerned. There are some men who are
terribly afraid of speaking ont what they lJ,elieve to be the truth, and what onght to be
said in the interests of their fellow men as
well as themselves.
There are some men
who prefer to suffer any injustioe rather than
to take a risk. It is to be regretted very
m.uch that there are snch moral cowards in
all dasses. But the honorable member for
Ballarat West is altogether wrong when he
wishes the House to assume that the miners
were not game to give evidence. I have a
list of witnesses who were most ontspoken in
their utterances before that Tl'ibnting Committee, and I only know of one instance
where there was any attempt to interfere
with a witness. The list of witneRses examined
at Bendigo includes Mr. J. Praed, at the
time president of the Bendigo bra.nch
of the Amalgamated Min en: AS30ciation,
and now the secretary of the Amalga.mated Miners Association j William Wilson,
secretary of the Mining Managers Association; Peter Phillips, secretary of the
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Miners Assooiation, who had speut a great
deal of his time in studying all the ramifications of tributing, and who was prepared to
submit any amount of proposals to place
tributing on a satisfactory basis.
At
Eaglehawk, Phillip Williams, the preRent
seczretary of the Bendigo branch of the
Miners Assooiation, and other witne!ses
were examined, a.nd at Siawell and Ballarat
tbe evidence of a Jarge number of other
witnesses was also taken. • All the witnesses, with the exception of two, were
prepared to go to the kernel of the
whole matter, and to expose the system
under which tribnters were being badly
treated. The evid8nce of only two miners
had a bad 8a~our. Only one witness got
into trouble through giving evidence. Shortly
after the taking of evidenr.e was completed,
the secretary of the branch of the Miners
Association in the district in which a certain
miner resided, was informed tha.t that man
had been thrown out of his trihuting employment because he had given evidence,
and would not be likely to obtain another
tribute while he stayed in the district. I
teld the secretary that if it could be proved
to the satisfaction of Parliament that such a
thing had been done, steps would be taken
to deal with the matter.
Mr. HANNAH.-Steps ought to be taken
about the representative on the Wages
Boards.
Mr. BAILES.-I shall be pleased to assist the honorable member as far as the
Wages Boards are concerned R.t the proper
time, but I think he might let me go on
without making interjections. I assured that
miner that the House would see that any
person who attempted to do him any injustice beoause of the evidence which he had
given before the Tributing Committee would
be very quickly dealt with. 'rhe following
week I received a letter from that miner, asking m€ not to take any' action, as he believed
that the fa~t of his having to leave hi!:! tribute
wnuld not injure him. That miner is to-day
one of the foremost men in the mining community, and is in a position t~at he perhaps would not have attained except. for
the &etion of the despots of that minjng
field. It does not appear to mo that there
was any difficulty in that Committee ohtaining evidence, and except in the one instance,
which 1 have mentioned and which happened
to redound to the benefit of the man interfered wi th, there appeared to have been no
attempt made to interfere with any witness.
One of the great complaints of the tributer
'Was that he had no security of tenure, that
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he had no chance of getting a. Ji ving if his
tribute w~s poor, and that the percentage
was in most cases demanded to the uttermost
farthing. The Committee recommended(1) That all ground' to be let on tribute should
be let in blocks, with provision for the regular
working by tributers.
(2) That, instead of the present sy!tem ot
making a tribute lega.l, there shoulrl be a.dopted
a system whereby a copy of the minute in the
directors' books granting a block to a tributer
should be given to him, and that this copy of
the minute should be sufficient evidence to prove
the tributer's title to the block in the event of
legal proceedings being taken between the company and the tributer.
(3) That, in view of the fact that most tributea
are .only let in ground that is believed by the compames to be unpaya.ble, and that the pr08pectiDg
of ground by tributers means the saving of calls to
the shareholders, your Committee are of opinion
that the tributer should be entitled to take out
'the gross yields of his working expenses and h.Jf
wages, and would therefore recommend that the
percentagtl should he taken OUI of the net yield,
and not, as heretofore, out of the gross. In addition to this, when t he tribute agreement is on
halves, the copper-plates and pyrites should alao
be divided.
(4) That all disputes affecting the title to blocks
should be referred to 1he Warden for his decision,
and any disagreements as to t he mode of working
should be submitted to the Mining Inspector for
settlement.

Mr. '\VATT.-No provision
security of tenure.

is made for

Mr. BAILES.-That was provided for by
the recommendation that the land was
to be let in blocks, and tha.t a copy of
the minute should be given as a title.
This report was submitted at the termination of the Parliament, and my
constituents regarded it as a necessity that
they should do to me what the Pr~mier's
constituents at Brighton 011ce did for himgive me a rest for three years.
I have
Hot the slightest doubt that I deserved that
rest, and I carne back to the House recuperated by my enforced retirement. During my
absence from the House the late Henry }I'OI!ter, who was Minister of Mines in the Turner
Govlrnment, and who was a member of the
Tributillg Committee, introduced a Bill to
amend the Mines Act,and he undertool!: to gin
effect to the recommendation of that Committee. The unfortuuate part of it was that what
we as laymen regarded as the proper sort of
language in "II hioh t.o clothe our ideas did
not fit in with the requirements of the
Parliamentary Draftsman, and he so hedged
round what we regarded as the principal
recommendation with legal phraseology that
when it became the law of the hi.nd it created
doubts in the minds of mine-owners, and
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virtnallv t he whole matt er was at a dead-lock.
'l'his is "oue of the Hectiolls as it, was passed(a) An entry of 1 he trihute agreement, shall be
ma.de in the minute-book or in a book to be kept
for that purpose.
(b I A copy of such entry certified as a COlTect
copy by the legal mallager or anyone director of
the company shall he given to the tributer; and
(c) A copy of such entry so certified shall be
filed ill the office of the warden of the district.

Beyond the fact that this' provided for a
third copy to be filed iu the ward en's office, the
recomluendatioll that we had made was being
carried into law. 'rhe lIcxt reJommendation
was ill the event of displlteH, which were to be
decided hy t he \\'ard~n without any trouble
at all, so far as legal expenses were concerned. The IH'xt referred to alI disagreements
as to till' marmer in which the tribute was
being worked. Any honorable member who
has had any experience ill milling kno\vs
that, as between mining manager and tributer, especially if the tributer has happened
to get OIl to a rich patch, very many disputes
arise as to how the mine is being worked. III
order to provide for the settlement of such
digp\lte~ without any annoyance being given
to the triuuter, thev were to be decided
by the Inspector of )linef;.
This is the
way in which Ollr proposal to secnre the
living wage for the tt'ibuter before any percentage ~hould be taken waf; clothed in legal.
languageIt ahall be the (lnty of the owner to include, and
there shall be deellled to btl included in eyery
tribute agl'eement, a. provision for the payment of
sustenance money out of the proceeds of any gold
or minerals obtained under Huch agreement to each
tributer, lIot being a registered corporation, npon
flllch a scale as may he lJlutnally agreed npon, hut
being 1I0t less than olle-half of the usual rate of
wages paid tOllliners in the district within which the
ground to be held Ulllier tr'ibute is situated, and
such sustenance JlIoney shall, after payment of the
(lost of crushing, he It first charge in favour of tho
tribllters upon any gold or m:nerals obtained
under such agreement.

The next clause goes on to provide for the
percentage coming out of t.he net value
of the gold WOll.
I was not moving
in this matter with my eyes closed. I had
lived in Bendigo ever since I was a boy,
and ever since I became a man of about
twe.1ty-five years of age I had been associated with the miners. I came in contact with
the tributers daily, and I was made their COllfidant in all their troubles. 'When I used to
hear of a mining manager throwing them out
of a rich tribute for some trivial reaSOlJ, they
used to rush to me amd lay their troubles
before me, and I got tolerably well surcharged
with all the troubles of the tributer. When
this became law, I, in common with most
Mr. Bailes.
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people who sympathized with the tributer aud
knew his troubles, felttbat we had got over the
difficulty; but, owing to the language of the
Act, an opportunity was afforded to those who
were opposed to the tributer, those who had
been always backing up the harsh treatment
of the tributer, of saying that the Act meant
that they were to pay £1 a week to the tributer, whereas the proposal was that the money
should come out of what the tributer earned.
The result was that they refused to grant tributes. Then there was contention, and finally
Mr. Foster, the then Minister of Mines, agreed
to permit the tributers to contract themselves
ont of the Act.
That was not ma~ing
matters very much better than they were before, and I felt that something was really
necessary to be done. I succeeded in getting
a conference betweell the Miners Association
and the Mine-o\vners Association, presided
over by Mr. Burton, who, at that time,
was Minister of Mines.
I think it will
be pretty generally admitted that Mr.
Burton has always been recognised as being
in sympath.y with the men.
He was at one
time a member of the Labour Party, and was
hardly likely to lend himself to any eonference upon lines that he would not regard
as favorable to the tributers.
The conference passed a series of resolutions, and
agreement.s were come to which are now embodied in the Mines Act passed in the se~sion
before last. 'I'hat being so, what becomes of
the statement of the honorable member for
Ballarat \-Vest that nothing has been done to
deal with the tribnting question? We got
on the statute-book, I think in 1893, what
the tributers wanted.
::\ir. WA'l'T.-That was when the Select
Committee sat.
Mr. BAILES. - '1'hen it was in 1897.
"'~ e secured the enactment then of what
they said in their evidence would suit them.
Mr. WA'l"l'.-Largely through your efforts.
Mr. BAILE8.-Never mind that. So far
as rny efforts are concerned, I think that all
the time I have been in Parliament they have
been directed to the interests of the worker.
No one can say I lJav8 ever been found on
the other side trying to press severely on the
worker. "Vhen we fOllnd that what was enacted then was unworkable, we brought in another set of proposals agreed upon by the
mine-owners and the Miners Association.
They are the law to-day, so that any honorable member who states that nothing has
been done in Parliameu t in the cause of the
tributer must labour under a misapprehension.
He really cannot be aware
of what has taken place.
I am per~
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fectIy satisfied to take that charit.able
view of the honorable member's remarks.
Something was said about the ventilation of
mines, and the action taken by the Department in attemptin~ to carry out the ventilation and s~nitation sections included in the
laet Mines Act-sections that the whole of
the mini"ng members of this House were pretty
unanimous in trying to get put on the statutebook. The honorable member for Grenville
made some reference to the e~penditure of
£1,200, which would bring about a perfect
system of veutilation. I believe it is quite
possible to bring about a system of ventilation which is perfect, bllt there 'is only one
such system-the ventilatiol':l brought about
by connexion. Matters can be made somewhat bee-ter by artificial means, but the only
way to secure perfect ventilation is by COIlnecting the workings one with another. I
took the trouble, the other morning, to go
up to a mine in Bendigo, the depth of which
at present is something like 4,300 feet. That
is a fairly good depth for men to have to go
down to work. The condition of affaird there
was simply rema,rkable as compared with
the condition of afi'!lirs referred to to-night.
Honorable members mlily not know the
method which is followed in doing deep work
in mines.
After a company has worked the
last payable formation out it does not proceed to sink its shah. I think it would be
a very good idea if the sinkin~ of shafts
and centre·couut.ry winzes was done at
the same time. 'rhey start, however, to
sink a centre-country wiJaze, aud this
will sometimes go down 400 or 500 feet
before they discover anything of a payable
character. The instant that is discovered
the shaft-sinking is started, as a rule, and
becomes a very serious task indeed. This
particular mine sank its centre·country
winze below 3,700 feet to a depth of 3,824
feet, and they kept the sinking of the shaft
going at the same time. When the winze
and the shaft were down to 3,824 feet, a
cross-cut was put out and established a conllexion, so that they had a current of air
coming down from the cross-cut above, then
dow\l the winze, along the new cross-cut and
up the shaft, or vice 'versa. The temperature
in the plat at 3,824 feet was 68 degrees, and
the temperature in the cross·cut, some 250
feet in, was 74 degrees. The winze and the
shaft were further slmk to a dept.h of 4,108
feet. The temperature in the winze was
tben 77 degrees, some 200 odd feet below
the 3,824 feet cross· cut, while in the shaft at
a,906 feet the tempera.ture was 82 degrpes.
These are the records taken by the mines
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inspector. The winze was continued on to
4,153 feet, when the water became so hea.vy
that they could not sink allY further, and
work had to be stopped there. The shaft was
put down to 4,024 feet, \V hen another crosscut was put in atld connected with the winze.
1 t was at this point that Dr. ~ummolls, the
gentleman who has been commissiolled by
the Ed ward Wilson trustees to make inquiries into miners' complaint and the
general surroundings of thil miner as they
affect his health, took records. In the plat
at 4,024 feet he found that the temperature
was 75 degrees, and ill the sbaft at 4,271
feet the temperature was 84 degrees. The
wattr at the same depth showed a temperature of 94 degrees, and the rock temperature
was 105 degrees. '1'he men were doing the
work at an average rate of over 30 feet of
sinking per fortnight, working eight hours a
shift, with no dissatisfaction, and the men
who started the work were continuing it on
to the fin.ish. At 3,82-1: feet there was ..
volume of air travelling along the cross-cut
equal to 7,250 feet per minute. In dea.d
euds, where there is no opening to connect
with, the same good results were obtained by
putt.ing in what is known as }1 ., solar" below
the back. What I have said is simply to show
how by the doctrine of connexion a temperature can be secured very much below
what was quoted as existing at the South Star
mine. I was simply astonished at the statements ma.de by the honorable member for
Grenville last night in connexion with the
North Woa.h Hawp Company. \,y e have very
little of the royalty business in Bendigo. I
know of one case only, and. I wrote to
Bendigo last night from here to get the particulars of it..
Vlhen honorable members
have heard the facts in this case I think they
will agree that it is not fair to judge the rest
of Victoria by the cruel actions of the people
upon the Sebastopol Plateau or in. the Ballarat district. 'fhe letter is as follmvs : Dear Sir, -Mr. Kelly has asked us to reply to
yours of last night re Hustler's Reef No, 1 and
Hustler's Reef Company. The facts are these:In 1881 the shareholders in the Hustler's Reef
Company at a meeting called for the purpose decided to form another company to work the north
end of their lease, and issued the shares to themselves at Is. each, all of which went to the credit
of the new company. The term was fifteen years
at 5 per cent. on the gross yield of gold. No other
conditions of any kind were imposed. The parent
company gave the tribute the free use of a winding
plant then, as the shaft through which work was
to be carried on, when put in order, sufficed
for a.ll requirements up to three years a.go. The
parent company never interfered in the working,
a:nd during the fifteen years they hllTe on many
occasions assisted the tribute company, and made
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any necessa.ry additions to their plant so as to meet
'Ute requirements of the tribute company. vYhen
the tribute company erected their new plant three
years ago the [arent company agreed to take it
over at the en of the tribute term at a valuation
to be mutually agreed upon, a.lso all their working
tools, &c. - Yours faithfully,
(Signed) NOR'l'H & STANFIELD,
Managers, the Hustler's Heef and Hustler's
Reef No. I Companies.

It seems to me that it is not fair to judge
the mining world generally by what. is done
in Ballarat. With reference to the amendment itself, having listened to the explanation
of the Minister, I think really the most important question was his action towards the
Bethanga miners. I confess I thought that
greai injustice had been done to the men; but
when the Minister assures us that he
took every etep to see tha.t the miners were
paid their wages, though it is somewhat late in
the day, I think we should be satisfied. It
is to be regretted, however, that the liquidator did not see his way to place the men who
were on piece-work (1:)r contract on the same
footing as the others, but the Minister cannot be blamed for not including these men.
As the Governor in his speech has notified to
the Honse that Ministers intend to intro·
duce a Bill dealing with mining royalties and
tributes, I think it would be far better to
wait and see what is contained in that
measure rather than to have a Committee of
inquiry at the present time.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I should like to say
a few words before a division is taken. I am
aware that several honorable members in
this (the Opposition) corner who are interested in mining would have liked to
make some observations on this motion of
want of confidence,
because that IS
what it amounts to.
Now, this motion
of want of confidence is an amiable enough
proceeding on the face of it, and it was
supported by a very able speech from
the honorable member for Grenville.
With
regard to the merits of the dispute, I
am boUild to say that in my opinion the
whole of that dispute might very well have
taken place when the measures dealing with
these subjects are introduced. As for the
motion of want of confidenee that we have
already disposed of, 1 dare say it will be of
some use for electioneering purposes. Well,
it can be used for electioneering purposes
for all I care, because those who are up to
the hilt in favour of the principles meutioned in that first motion of want of confidence are well able to take care of them·
selves. Their people believe in them; but
with regard to the present motion of want of
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confidence, I am bOllUd to say that while a..
number of us in this (the Opposition) cornerintend to vote with the Government ill this
matter, we are nGt for one moment to be
taken as being out of sympathy with the
miners. The miners, as the honorable member who ba.s just sat down stated, have had
good friends in this House ever since popular
government was established in Victoria, and
they will continue to have such support in
this State, because we all recognise that the
caning of the miner is Olle which appeals to
the sympathy of every ma.n who has an
atom of humanity in his composition.
As long as improvements of a practicalllature
can be suggested they will always have the
support of a large number of honorable
members. The Government have promised
that they will make an honest effort to get a
repeal of separate representation. So long
as they do that and coptinne to carry out
the other items in their programlllle, we in
this (the Opposition) corner will offer them,
as was stated by the leader of the Opposition, no factious opposition. v.,- e cannot
but regard these two attempts as bp.iug intended to throw the Government out, but I
presnme that a~ usual they will result only
in delaying the very measures of t he Government which we hope to see carried into effect,
particularly as to separate representation. I
and some of the other honorable members in
this corner were placed in a false position
with regard to that very matter at the last
election, and we are determined thai we
shall leave no stone untnrned to Fecure tbe·
repeal of that measure, and thus undo an
act of injustice which was deliberately perpetrated by the Government. I have said
hard things of the Premier, but I will also
say that where he has promised legislation he
has done his best to carry it into effect.
As a.n opponent I call say, and I can say it
honestly, that I believe the honorable
gentleman will take every step that is·
necessary to have this act of justice done.
The SPEAKER.-I would call the attention of the honorable mrm ber to the fact that
he is not confining himself to the matter
before the Chair, and is thereby imperilling
his chance of speakillg on the Address-inReply if he wishes to do so.
Mr. MACKINNON.-I imperil that chance
with the greatest pleasure, because I intend
to say nothin~ more on the Address-in-Reply.
Perhaps I have already said more than is.
necessary, but I wi~h it to be plainly understood that while we intend to leave the
Government where they are, we have thegreatest sympathy with the miners, and tha~

